
Leaders strive to turn city 
into home rule municipality

Officials cite rapid 
growth as a reason for 
major wrecks in county

Shenandoah 
faces build-out

Fatality accidents among most in state

By Julie Butterfield
From hotels and apartments to sin-

gle-family homes and retail devel-
opments, the city of Shenandoah is 
looking at the possibility of complete 
build-out within five to seven years, city 
Mayor Garry Watts said. 

“[Build-out is] starting to become a 
concern,” Watts said. “It’d be nice if we 
were a home rule city so we can annex 
more land, but we can’t.”

Home rule status is about 2,600 peo-
ple away. The 2014 population estimate 
is 2,327, and it is projected to grow by 
15.6 percent in 2019 to 2,689, accord-
ing to the city. To apply for home rule 
status, a population of 5,000 must be 
reached. 

If the 40-year-old city is able to estab-
lish itself as a home rule city, build out 
could take longer to occur. A home rule 
city, as opposed to a general law city, 
is capable of annexing unincorporated 
land and developing on it, extending 
the city’s build-out timeline indefinitely. 

“Right now we have to do exactly 
what the state tells us,” Watts said. 
“That gives us a lot of flexibility once 
we become a home rule city. We will 
rewrite the charter.”

A city’s charter is its constitution, a 
document that sets out the laws. 

By Brian Walzel
The memorials dot the roadways of 

Montgomery County like fallen trees 
after a storm. The crosses and wreaths, 
bone-dry in the summer heat, mark 
the names and the dates of instant 
tragedy. And as Montgomery County 
struggles to build and improve roads, 
the memorials keep appearing. 

Since 2010, the county has seen 305 
motor vehicle fatalities, the eighth-
most of the 254 counties in the state 
during that period, according to the 
Texas Department of Transportation. 

And while the county ranks 11th 
in population among 254 counties in 
Texas, it has the second-most vehicle 
fatalities per capita with 12.5 deaths 
per 100,000 people, based on a statis-
tical analysis conducted by Commu-
nity Impact Newspaper. 

Occupancy rates lower than anticipated
Apartments on the rise in The Woodlands area

By Abigail Loop
The Woodlands area has seen a boom in new apartment units 

as well as rising rental rates this past year for existing apartment 
complexes as new residents and large businesses move into the 
area. However, even with the rising number of apartment units, See Shenandoah | 76
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Crosses remembering those killed in accidents are a common site on Montgomery County roads.
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Accountability ratings
In the performance index accountability system, first implemented in 2012-13, ratings are as follows:

Met Standard (MS): met performance targets

Met Alternative Standard (MAS): met performance targets for charter operators and alternative education campuses

Improvement Required (IR): did not meet one or more performance targets

2014-15 Conroe ISD accountability rating MS

District scores by grade
2014-15 State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) passing results*

Grade 3 88% NSE

Grade 4 86% NSE

Grade 5 89% NSE

Grade 6 88% NSE

Grade 7 85% NSE

Grade 8 88% NSE

End of course,
all grades

 English I: 77%, English II: 79%, algebra I: 89%, biology: 96%, U.S. history: 97%
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2014-15 STAAR passing results by grade*
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1 Anderson MS 659 86% 90% NSE 80% NSE 78% 33, 39, 46 

2 Armstrong MS 692 92% 87% NSE 64% NSE 62% 39, 47, 51

3 Austin IR 867 76% 74% NSE 60% NSE 48% 33, 46, 51

4 Birnham Woods MS 916 10% 93% NSE 92% NSE 83% 35, 48, 52

5 Broadway MS 968 14% 91% NSE 89% NSE 88% 35, 48, 52

6 Buckalew MS 689 2% 98% NSE 100% NSE 96% 38, 44, 53

7 Bush MS 684 10% 98% NSE 96% NSE 89% 38, 44, 53

8 Creighton MS 842 82% 76% NSE 71% NSE 68% 37, 45, 49

9 David MS 623 7% 95% NSE 99% NSE 97% 34, 43, 50

10 Ford MS 985 54% 86% NSE 83% NSE 72% 35, 48, 52

11 Galatas MS 656 3% 98% NSE 97% NSE 94% 38, 44, 53

12 Giesinger MS 494 28% 91% NSE 92% NSE 89% 36, 46, 51

13 Glen Loch MS 617 45% 85% NSE 84% NSE 75% 41, 44, 53

14 Hailey MS 718 41% 93% NSE 85% NSE 80% 41, 43, 50

15 Houser MS 832 56% 79% NSE 72% NSE 61% 40, 42, 52

16 Houston MS 841 92% 65% NSE 62% NSE 53% 39, 47, 51

17 Kaufman MS 860 12% 89% NSE 93% NSE 87% 40, 42, 52

18 Lamar MS 707 30% 81% NSE 88% NSE 80% 41, 43, 50

19 Milam MS 809 81% 62% NSE 72% NSE 66% 37, 45, 49

20 Oak Ridge MS 560 37% 89% NSE 87% NSE 83% 40, 42, 52

21 Patterson MS 686 75% 88% NSE 85% NSE 74% 33, 46, 51

22 Powell MS 793 10% 98% NSE 95% NSE 94% 34, 43, 50

23 Reaves MS 683 72% 82% NSE 79% NSE 69% 36, 46, 51

24 Rice MS 664 67% 82% NSE 75% NSE 78% 36, 46, 51

25 Ride MS 557 10.6 92% NSE 91% NSE 97% 34, 43, 50

26 Runyan MS 647 79.9 89% NSE 75% NSE 67% 33, 46, 51

27 San Jacinto MS 722 72.5 76% NSE 67% NSE 66% 37, 45, 49

28 Snyder MS 843 15.5 92% NSE 93% NSE 85% 35, 48, 52

29 Wilkinson MS 610 34.6 92% NSE 93% NSE 86% 33, 46, 51
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2014-15 STAAR passing results by grade*
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33 Bozman MS 746 65% 87% NSE 90% 82% NSE 46, 51

34 Collins MS 674 6% 95% NSE 94% 96% NSE 43, 50

35 Cox MS 1,093 18% 93% NSE 92% 92% NSE 48, 52

36 Cryar MS 606 53% 87% NSE 84% 82% NSE 46, 51

37 Grangerland MS 990 75% 75% NSE 83% 77% NSE 45, 49

38 Mitchell MS 1,208 5% 95% NSE 95% 96% NSE 44, 53

39 Travis MS 558 93% 81% NSE 65% 71% NSE 47, 51

40 Vogel MS 1,072 36% 87% NSE 88% 90% NSE 42, 52

41 Wilkerson MS 702 36% 83% NSE 78% 83% NSE 44, 53
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2014-15 STAAR passing results by grade*
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30 Deretchin MS 1,111 2% 97% NSE 98% NSe 94% 85% NSE 76% 100% NSE 44, 53

31 Stewart n/a 422 28% 84% NSE 79% NSE 76% 97% NSE 94% 96% NSE 46, 51

32 Tough MS 1,008 2% 97% NSE 97% NSE 95% 60% NSE 48% 96% NSE 44, 53

2014-15 statistics State District

Economically disadvantaged 58.7% 60.2%

English Language Learners (ELL) 18.1% 17.5%

Average annual salary of teachers $50,715 $49,692

Average starting salary of teachers** $43,480 $43,480

junior high 
schools 20

14
-1

5 
ac

co
un

ta
bi

lit
y 

ra
tin

g

20
14

-1
5 

en
ro

llm
en

t 

20
14

-1
5 

ec
on

om
ic

al
ly

 
di

sa
dv

an
ta

ge
d

2014-15 STAAR passing results by grade*
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42 Irons MS 1,102 33% 91% NSE 88% 89% NSE 86% 80% 52

43 Knox MS 1,252 16% 90% NSE 85% 93% NSE 89% 88% 50

44 McCullough MS 2,229 4% 94% NSE 93% 96% NSE 91% 94% 53

45 Moorhead MS 1,085 69% 69% NSE 68% 77% NSE 72% 66% 49

46 Peet MS 1,211 52% 77% NSE 66% 84% NSE 79% 67% 51

47 Washington MS 735 85% 68% NSE 65% 73% NSE 65% 64% 51

48 York MS 1,002 20% 87% NSE 79% 88% NSE 85% 79% 52
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2014-15 STAAR passing results by subject

End-of-course—all students
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49 Caney Creek MS 1,822 62% 67% 90% 52% 62% 94%

50 College Park MS 2,794 13% 91% 98% 89% 89% 99%

51 Conroe MS 3,480 56% 81% 93% 62% 62% 93%

52 Oak Ridge MS 3,637 22% 90% 99% 83% 82% 98%

53 The Woodlands MS 4,142 3% 94% 99% 93% 94% 99%

District and school targets
Results from the 2014-15 State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness, or 

STAAR, tests were released this summer. 
Community Impact Newspaper publishes STAAR results by campus and by district. 

The following charts show how students performed on the annual exams as well as 
district information, such as enrollment numbers and feeder school patterns.

In August districts and campuses received ratings of Met Standard, Met Alternative 
Standard or Improvement Required based on STAAR and end-of-course exam results 
from the 2014-15 school year and other indicators.

Sources: Texas Education Agency, Pearson Education Inc., 
Conroe ISD/Community Impact Newspaper

*Test results are all from the English version, first administrations of the 
spring 2015 STAAR and end-of-course exams. Results listed as NSE were 
not available as of press time; visit communityimpact.com for updates.

**Data is from 2013-14 school year. Data for 2014-15 will be available this fall.
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2015-16 CONROE ISD feeder pattern

2015-16 CONROE ISD school boundaries

2014-15 CONROE ISD total students 56,250
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K-6 AND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
BOUNDARIES

INTEREMEDIATE SCHOOL 
BOUNDARIES

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL BOUNDARIES HIGH SCHOOL BOUNDARIES

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON SCHOOLS IN  
CONROE ISD,      

VISIT WWW.CONROEISD.NET UPDATE
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45 PUBLIC 
EDUCATION 
FOCUS
Conroe ISD test 
scores, feeder 
maps

occupancy levels for these apartments are still low, and have 
been for the past couple of years.

A data report by Houston-based Apartment Data Services 
shows the number of apartment units in the Woodlands has 
increased about 30 percent since June 2012.

Apartment Data Services President Bruce McClenny said 

Where local lives.

Instantly connect to news in your neighborhood.

LOG IN TO LOCAL
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The J. Beard Real Estate Company

Jeff Beard, CCIM
President

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
281-367-2220  
www.jbeardcompany.com

Commercial Real 
Estate Leaders

LANDLORD & TENANT 
REPRESENTATION

SITE ACQUISITION

SALES & LEASING

REAL ESTATE 
CONSULTING

PROPERTY  
MANAGEMENT

INSIGHT.

LEADERSHIP.

EXPERTISE.

• 250,000 SF Class “A” office building, 
designed to be LEED Silver Certified

• High-end finishes

• Located between The Woodlands Town 
Center and Exxon Mobil campus

• On-site property management

• 6,000-12,481 SF of Class “A” office space; 
LEED Certified Silver building

• Plug and play, furniture and systems 
available

• Term through July 2023

• Convenient covered parking with reserved 
spaces available

• Located in the heart of  
The Woodlands directly on the  
west side of Lake Woodlands

• Space available: Suite 300 – 17,815 RSF 
& Suite 600 – 17,815 RSF with upgraded 
finishes

• The Woodlands Town Center location is 
within walking distance to The Woodlands 
Waterway, Market Street and adjacent to The 
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

• Excellent access – under ½ mile to I-45

• 560,000 SF mixed-use development

• Class “A” office space above ground-floor 
retail

• Located in the heart of  
The Woodlands Town Center

• Convenient reserved, covered and 
surface parking

• Suites available from 1,347-4,500 SF

• Surface & garage parking available, granite 
finishes, double glazed ‘E’ glass, back-up 
generator, energy management system and 
on-site storage area

• Located in the heart of The Woodlands 
Town Center, this Class “A” office building 
is minutes from Market Street, Hughes 
Landing, The Woodlands Waterway and  
The Woodlands Mall

• Class “A” building with rare opportunity 
for prestigious co-tenancy with McKesson 
Healthcare and Schlumberger

• Stunning views of The Woodlands Waterway 
with floor-to-ceiling glass windows

• Full service cafeteria and gym with classes 
and equipment

• Both first and second-generation space 
available to fit a variety of timing needs

• Efficient floor-plans and several options for 
demising space

FEATURED PROPERTIES
For Lease
Havenwood Office Park
25700 I-45, Spring

For Lease
Research Forest Lakeside Bldg. 4 
2445 Technology Forest, The Woodlands

For Lease
Town Center Plaza
9400 Grogan’s Mill Rd., The Woodlands 

For Lease
10101 Woodloch Forest Dr., The Woodlands

For Lease
2002 Timberloch, The Woodlands

Office Space For Lease
Market Street
9595 Six Pines Dr., The Woodlands
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Get your show on the road

With the cloud-based X1 DVR™ from XFINITY,®  you can take your personal DVR library with you 

wherever you go. Stream or download your recordings on any device, so everyone in the family 

can enjoy their favorite shows from anywhere.

Take everything you’ve recorded anywhere you go

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. © 2015 Comcast. All rights reserved. NPA167180-0002

Call 1-855-687-0624 or visit xfinity.com today 
for a great offer on the XFINITY® X1 Triple Play

107071_NPA167180-0002 Lifestyle ad_9.1837x11.25.indd   1 6/22/15   5:41 PM
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FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
I love local, and I 

would be willing to bet 
you do, too.

Trying a local restau-
rant or shopping at a new 
store for the first time and 
realizing you are going to 
become a regular customer 
is like making a new best 
friend. Knowing you are 
supporting a business 
owner who is also your 

neighbor and cares as much about this community as 
you do is just icing on a very personalized cake.

As throngs of newcomers continue to move into our 
area—whether they are coming to follow their employer 
or to enroll their kids into our great schools—they will 
have one thing in common: a desire to connect with this 
community so that it feels like home.

This issue marks the four-year anniversary of Com-
munity Impact Newspaper in The Woodlands. It is also 
the 10th anniversary since our family-owned company 
was started in the home of our owners, John and Jen-
nifer Garrett. We thrive on providing hyperlocal infor-
mation unmatched in this community. An example is 

the local school feeder charts in the Public Education 
Focus section that starts on Page 45 of this issue. 

We know you want to know about the local business 
owners and restaurants as well as the latest transporta-
tion and real estate development plans that are in every 
issue of Community Impact Newspaper.

 It is in our mission statement to help local busi-
nesses thrive. We live and work in The Woodlands 
area so we share the same concerns and have the same 
curiosity about what’s happening in our community 
that you do. That is why whenever I meet someone, I 
ask them for ideas for possible articles that affect our 
community. 

You will begin to see communityimpact.com “I 
Love Local” decals in the windows of area busi-
nesses. Keep an eye out, and when you spot one, I 
hope you feel the love.

Jim Pollard 
GENERAL MANAGER

jpollard@communityimpact.com

Turn on FOX 26 NEWS, download the MyFoxHouston app, 
log on to www.myfoxhouston.com for more local news 
with IMPACT.

Tune in to KSTAR 99.7 FM or visit  
www.kstarcountry.com for weekly previews of local 
news from Community Impact Newspaper. 
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Now Open in The Woodlands
4775 W. Panther Creek Dr.
Ste. C300
The Woodlands, TX 77381
281-417-0870

Hours: 
Monday through Friday
4:30 p.m. – 11 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday
12 p.m. – 8 p.m.

urgentcare.texaschildrens.org
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COME VISIT US TODAY!
Where Happiness Starts with a Smile!

*actual patients pictured

RESEARCH FOREST
Dr. Brett Murphey
Dr. Andrew Nalley 
1400 Research Forest Dr.
Suite 120
The Woodlands, TX 77381

CREEKSIDE New Location!
Dr. Esteban Garza
26400 Kuykendahl
Suite A-240
The Woodlands, TX 77389

281-864-0040
WoodlandsDental.com
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4  Zara’s Mediterranean Kitchen 
celebrated its grand opening June 27 
and is located at 415 Rayford Road, Ste. 
300, Spring. The restaurant serves fresh 
Mediterranean dishes made daily from 
scratch, which includes appetizers, 
Mediterranean sandwiches and wraps 
and woodfire grilled kabob entrees. 
713-575-9272.  
www.zaramediterraneankitchen.com 

Now Open

1  Avani Salon-at Sola Salon Studios 
opened in July in the Sam Moon 
Shopping Center, located at 17947 
I-45 S., Ste. 226, Shenandoah. The 
salon offers hair, makeup and waxing 
services. Services are provided to men, 
women and children. 303-842-6326. 
www.avanisalonthewoodlands.com

2  Frozen yogurt shop Chiller Bee 
opened its third Greater Houston 
location at 10868 Kuykendahl Road, 
The Woodlands. Located next to 
Trader Joe’s, the shop features more 
than 16 flavors, including cake batter, 
watermelon and original tart. The shop 
also offers sugar-free options and more 
than 40 toppings. 936-756-2337.  
www.chillerbeeyogurt.com

3  Little Beakers Science Lab for 
Kids opened September 9 at 26803 
Hanna Road, Oak Ridge North. The 
business offers hands-on science classes 
for kids, including after-school, home-
school, preschool and summer camps. 
Open Lab, an option where both kids 
and parents can explore a lab and 
choose experiments, is also available. 
281-401-9501. www.littlebeakers.com
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Designed for business 
built for life

Customize and brand your own:

usabigbang.com | #usabigbang | sales@usabigbang.com | 936-273-8218

Corporate clothing | Gourmet clothes | Medical clothing | Outdoor clothing  
Button-down shirts | Fishing/Outdoor Shirts

Introductory 
Offer!

“9WDL” for a 

Buy 15 get 5 Free

free custom shirt

Mention the code

Average price of shirt is 
$30 to $40 based on your needs.
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Compiled by Abigail Loop 

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com

5  CicloCorse Biking Studio 
opened at the end of July at 8101 
Kuykendahl Road, The Woodlands. 
The studio offers indoor bicycling 
training though high intensity 
interval training in a controlled 
environment. 832-848-1457.           
www.ciclocorse.com
 
Coming Soon

6  Adventure Kids Playcare is 
opening a location at Carriage 
Hills Boulevard and FM 1488 in 
Magnolia this fall. The facility offers 
hourly, drop-in child care and is an 
entertainment center for kids ages 6 
weeks to 12 years old.  
www.web.adventurekidsplaycare.com 

7  Crust Pizza will open a new 
location at 3540 Rayford Road, 
Spring, in November. The restaurant 
will offer pizza created from scratch, 
with handmade dough mixed several 
times per day. Salads, pastas and 
calzones are also offered.  
www.crustpizzaco.com

8  Harvest Natural Market opens 
its second Houston-area location 
Oct. 1 at 25115 Gosling Road, Spring. 
The grocer features a European 
style, with its Silk Road bazaar area 
and other various shops. The store 
will offer a coffee shop, juice bar, 
wine cellar, deli, seafood shop and 
a cooking station. 281-665-4800.                                  
www.harvestnaturalmarket.com 

9  The emergency room facility 
Parkway ER will open a second 
location Oct. 1 next to H-E-B Spring 
Creek Market on Riley Fuzzel Road. 
The ER center provides emergency 
services for injuries as well as imaging 
and labs for patients.  
www.parkwayer.com

10  Patricia’s Dance Studio is 
expected to open in October at 
24913 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. A, The 
Woodlands. Kids and adults private 
and group classes will be available for 
ballroom, Latin and LaBlast Dance 
Fitness. 832-465-3595.  
www.patriciasdancelessons.com

11  Texas Children’s Pediatrics is set 
to open a new location at the end of 
September on the corner of Rayford 
and Riley Fuzzel roads in Spring. 
The medical center will provide 
full-service pediatric care, including 
prenatal consultations, care of 
illnesses, treatment of minor injuries 
and vaccinations and immunizations. 
www.texaschildrenspediatrics.org 

12  Scheduled to open by the end 
of 2016, Torchy’s Tacos will be 
located at 4747 Research Forest 
Drive, The Woodlands. The menu 
features breakfast tacos and pork and 
barbacoa tacos. torchystacos.com 

13  The Vein Doctors and Dr. Jay 
Radhakrishnan will open a new 
location at 9191 Pinecroft Drive, 
The Woodlands, on September 14. 
The medical office will help patients 
with chronic venous insufficiency, 
varicose veins, spider veins and skin 
discoloration. 936-237-7700.  
www.theveindoctors.com

Relocations

14  Academy Sports + Outdoors 
moved from its previous location at 
I-45 and Rayford Road in late July to 
1461 Spring Cypress Road, Spring. 
The store offers similar items and 
services as its other locations, such 
as hunting and fishing licenses along 
with local team apparel and other 
sporting and fitness equipment.  
281-465-2400. www.academy.com 

15  Set to open in the first quarter 
of 2016, CrabbyDaddy Seafood and 
Steakhouse will relocate from 25186 
I-45 N., The Woodlands to Wood 
Ridge Plaza in Oak Ridge North. The 
eatery serves seafood and steaks with 
a Cajun twist. www.crabbydaddy.com

16  Red Ink Boutique relocated in 
August from 444 Sawdust Road in 
Spring to 202 Sawdust Road, Ste. 
101, Spring. The boutique offers 
fashionable clothing and accessories 
281-465-9860.  
www.redinkboutique.com

Anniversaries

17  La Bikina, located at 4223 
Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands, 
will celebrate its one-year anniversary 
Sept. 24. The restaurant specializes in 
authentic Mexican cuisine.  
281-419-1985. www.labikinausa.com

18  Showtime Orthodontic Arts, 
located at 7901 Research Forest Drive, 
Ste. 1100, The Woodlands, celebrated 
its one-year anniversary Aug. 21. The 
dental office provides a variety of 
orthodontic treatments. 281-528-1110. 
www.thewoodlandsbraces.com

19  St. Anthony of Padua celebrated 
its 15th anniversary of offering classes 
Aug. 18. The school, located at 7801 
Bay Branch Drive, The Woodlands, 
serves students from pre-K through 
eighth grade and has dual accreditation 
with the Texas Catholic Conference 
Education Department and AdvancED. 
281-296-0300. www.staopcs.org

Zara’s Mediterranean Kitchen is now open at 
415 Rayford Road, Ste. 300, Spring.

4

C
o

ur
te

sy
 Z

ar
a’

s 
 M

ed
ite

rr
an

ea
n 

K
itc

he
n

La Bikina, located at 4223 Research Forest 
Drive, celebrates its first anniversary Sept. 24.
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Red Ink Boutique has relocated to 202  
Sawdust Road, Ste. 101, Spring.
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St. Anthony of Padua celebrated 15 years of 
classroom instruction Aug. 18.
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Like us on facebook

281-465-0700
www.woodlandsruggallery.com

WE’VE MOVED!
COME VISIT OUR NEW  

LOCATION IN THE  
PINECROFT CENTER!

1590 Lake Woodlands Dr. 77380
At the Pinecroft Center
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Relocations 
 
6  The rug store Woodlands Oriental 

Rug Gallery moved at the end of 
August from 30340 FM 2978, Ste. 800 
to 1590 Lake Woodlands Drive, The 
Woodlands. The business offers rug 
collections from around the world.  
281-465-0700.  
www.woodlandsruggallery.com 
 
Anniversary

7  Culver Family Dentistry and 
Implants, located at 9323 Pinecroft 
Drive, Ste. 210, The Woodlands, will 
celebrate its one-year anniversary Oct. 
1. The dental office provides services 
such as prosthetics and implants.  
281-456-4289. www.culverdent.com

Expansions

8  Kirby’s Steakhouse, located at 1111 
Timberloch Place, The Woodlands, 
is opening a new nonsmoking main 
bar and adding a cigar lounge in 
September. The steakhouse offers 
grain-fed beef, seafood dishes and 
drinks. 281-362-1121.  
www.kirbysteakhouse.com  

Town Center 
 
Now Open

1  The Lind Institute of Plastic 
Surgery opened in August at 9595 Six 
Pines Drive, Ste. 6250, The Woodlands. 
The business offers a wide range of 
surgical aesthetic treatments, such 
as face-lifts, breast augmentation, 
liposuction and nonsurgical cosmetic 
treatments. 281-419-1177.  
www.lindplasticsurgery.com

2  In June, Shag Spa and Salon 
opened a new location inside the Spa 
at Woodlands Waterway Marriott 
at 1601 Lake Robbins Drive, The 
Woodlands. The salon offers hair, nail 
and massage services. 281-296-8866. 
www.shagatthewaterway.com

3  In August, The Woodlands 
Modern Smiles Dentistry and 
Orthodontics opened at 1500 
Research Forest Drive, Ste. 220, 

The Woodlands. The new office is 
equipped with advanced technologies, 
including home-based registration 
capabilities and Cerec computer-
aided design and manufacturing 
dentistry. 281-859-4624. 
woodlandsmodernsmilesdentistry.com  
 
Coming Soon

4  18/8 Fine Men’s Salons will open 
a new location in October at 2025 
Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 700, The 
Woodlands. The salon provides a range 
of services, including haircuts, styling, 
shaves, waxes, and face, scalp and 
nail treatments. The salon provides a 
semiprivate environment with services 
catering to men. 281-393 0118.  
www.eighteeneight.com 

5  Fogo de Chao will open this fall 
in Hughes Landing. The Brazilian 
steakhouse serves food inspired by the 
cuisine of southern Brazil, with fresh 
vegetables, imported meats and cheeses 
and churrasco specialties on the menu. 
713-978-6500. www.fogodechao.com 
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St. Luke’s Medical Group of 
board-certified physicians offer 
multi-specialty clinics, including 
Family Medicine, Obstetrics/
Gynecology, Neurology, 
Orthopedics, and ENT.

St. Luke’s Medical Group

Ferenc Markos, MD 
OB/GYN 
936.266.2500

Sam Rolón, DO 
Internal Medicine 
936.266.4150

Lorenzo Blas, MD 
Neurology 
936.266.2450

Springwoods 
Village 

Medical 
Group

Woodlands Pkwy.

Research Forrest I-45

Hardy Toll Road

The 
Woodlands

Medical 
GroupSpring 

Medical 
Group

Goslin
g

Kuykendahl

242

CHI St. Luke’s Health-
The Woodlands Hospital

The Woodlands
Springwoods Village
Spring

slmgwoodlands.org

Sara Gibson, MD 
OB/GYN 
936.266.2500

Michael Briscoe, MD 
ENT 
936.266.2630

Heather Blaylock, MD 
Family Medicine 
936.266.2180

Morganne Mathew, MD 
Pediatric Transitional Care 
936.266.3400

Suzanne Stovall, DO 
Family Medicine 
936.266.2180

Teri Scott, MD 
OB/GYN 
936.266.2500 

Clay J. Fisher, MD 
Orthopedics 
936.266.2650

John Williams, DO 
OB/GYN 
936.266.2500

Taking Time  for Yourself?
Take 2 Minutes
to schedule your Mammogram online. 222222222222222222222222222

Schedule Your Appointment Today!

Early detection is key to surviving breast cancer. In the time it takes you to turn  through the 
pages of this magazine, you could have scheduled your mammogram online at one of five 
convenient CHI St. Health locations in our area. Do something  good for yourself.  Take two 
minutes to schedule your mammogram online  today at ApptASAP.org
Five Convenient CHI St. Luke’s Health Mammography Locations:  
Baylor St. Luke’s Medical Center | Patients Medical Center |  
Sugar Land Hospital | The Vintage Hospital | The Woodlands Hospital
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Timeline: early 2016-early 2019
Cost: $21 million
Funding sources: TxDOT, Federal 
Highway Administration 

6   Kuykendahl Road extension
A half-mile extension of Kuykendahl Road 
from Alden Bridge Drive to Crownridge 
Drive is 97 percent complete and 
open to drivers. The extension links 
all of Kuykendahl Road through 
The Woodlands. TxDOT is awaiting 
manufacture and delivery of a signal pole, 
which will take approximately 12 weeks.

Timeline: Extension is open to traffic
Cost: $2.5 million
Funding source: TxDOT

7   The Grand Parkway
Zachry-Odebrecht continues work on 
the three contiguous segments—F-1, 
F-2 and G—of Houston’s third outer 
loop. The segments stretch from Hwy. 
290 to Hwy. 59. Several lanes and ramps 
are closed for construction. Closures 
include the I-45 northbound exit and 
Spring Crossing Drive and the Hardy 
Toll Road, the I-45 northbound frontage 
road left lane at Spring Stuebner Road, 
and the I-45 northbound right shoulder 
from the Spring Stuebner Road entrance 
ramp to exit 72.

Timeline: July 2013-December 2015
Cost: $1.2 billion
Funding source: TxDOT 

8   Gosling Road Segment 2 
The proposed 1-mile Gosling Road 
Segment 2 improvement project, 
between West Rayford Road and 
Creekside Forest Drive, is in the study 
phase. The engineering study will 
establish an alignment with appropriate 
drainage, drainage-mitigation needs and 
environmental assessments. The timeline 
is dependent on the Nov. 3 Harris 
County bond referendum.

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $6.5 million
Funding Source: TBD

9   Kuykendahl Road bridge over 
Spring Creek  
The Kuykendahl Road bridge 
construction across Spring Creek is 
being designed by the WRUD. The joint 
project among the WRUD, Montgomery 
and Harris counties will be bid upon 
completion of the project development. 
Funding depends on a Harris County 
November bond referendum.

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $4.1 million (part of Kuykendahl 
Road widening) 
Funding sources: Montgomery and 
Harris counties, WRUD
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4   Woodlands Parkway turn lanes
This project adds eastbound and 
westbound left-turn lanes at Grogan’s 
Mill Road. A bid was received for 
$1 million for this project as well as 
two others, including the widening of 
Grogan’s Mill Road. Once the bids are 
evaluated a contract will be written. 
Once the project begins construction, it 
is estimated to be complete in 150 days. 

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $1 million
Funding source: WRUD

5   FM 2978 widening 
The 4-mile widening of FM 2978 
includes adding two lanes, one in 
each direction, from FM 1488 to 
Conroe-Hufsmith Road. The project 
is expected to be bid in October, and 
construction will commence in the first 
quarter of 2016, according to TxDOT. 
Once construction begins, the project 
will take three years. 

1  Maplewood Drive
Construction on Maplewood Drive 
from Ridgewood Drive to Alana Lane 
in Oak Ridge North, originally planned 
to be closed to traffic from July 31-
Aug. 24, is delayed. The intersection 
is being reconstructed, and detour 
routes are posted. The delays are due 
to rain and water line replacement. 

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $181,000
Funding source: city of Oak Ridge 
North

2   Kuykendahl Road widening 
and bridge widening
The project includes completion of the 
widening of Kuykendahl Road from 
Flintridge Drive to Augusta Pines Drive to 
four lanes, including building a new two-
lane bridge next to the existing bridge 
over Spring Creek. Additional widening 
includes Flintridge Drive to Pine Planes 
Drive and Indian Hills to Timarron 
neighborhoods, designs of which are 

both complete. Bid dates for these 
projects should go out in November. 

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $6.1 million
Funding sources: Harris and 
Montgomery counties, Woodlands Road 
Utility District

3    I-45 HOV lane extension
The I-45 high-occupancy vehicle lane 
extension will add one lane in each 
direction along I-45 from north of FM 
1960 to Loop 336 in Conroe. The 
project was under a delay clause, 
which allows for further coordination 
of project details, and construction 
will begin mid- to late September. The 
project will be complete the second 
quarter of 2016, according to The 
Texas Department of Transportation. 

Timeline: September-second quarter 
of 2016
Cost: $2.6 million
Funding source: TxDOT

FUTURE GRAND PARKWAY

99

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

Ju
lie

 B
ut

te
rfi

el
d

/C
o

m
m

un
ity

 Im
p

ac
t N

ew
sp

ap
er

Construction delayed

On schedule

Pending bid

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.comCompiled by Julie Butterfield
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marthaturner.com  |  281.367.7637Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.

MONICA BRASHEAR
832.381.6742

TINA CARDENAS
281.825.2453

SHAWNDA DAVIS
713.558.2267

ARLENE ENGLISH
713.367.7333

MELISSA HARRISON
281.813.9224

ANNE CUMMINS
281.787.4113

KECIA HASEMAN
713.515.4948

KAREN HORNBECK
832.482.8543

MANLEY NOLEN
832.493.0300

JENNY OVERSTREET
713.530.7611

KELLY MCDONALD
281.899.9310

CARLTON WOODS
S Palmiera Circle | $1.7+mil
5/5.5+ - ±6,358 sf
stunning home | wine vault | pool
Monica Brashear | 832.381.6742

CHAMPIONS
Strack Road | $1.1+mil
5/5.5+ - ±7,960 sf
captivating estate on ±3.8 acres
Monica Brashear | 832.381.6742

STERLING RIDGE
E Beckonvale Circle | $790s
5-6/4.5+ - ±5,139 sf
enormous hidden room & pool
Monica Brashear | 832.381.6742

INDIAN SPRINGS
Rockridge Drive | $220s
3/2.5 - ±1,762 sf
fabulous updated turnkey home
Tina Cardenas | 281.825.2453

WILLIS
Emerald Lakes Drive | $280s
±3.38 acres
spectacular waterfront lot
Tina Cardenas | 281.825.2453

ALDEN BRIDGE
Wild� ower Trace Place | $320s
4/2.5 - ±2,563 sf
beautiful Lifeforms home
Jenny Overstreet | 713.530.7611

GRAND LAKE ESTATES
Grand Lake Estates Drive | $490s
3-4/3.5 - ±3,299 sf
new acreage listing | pool/spa
Arlene English | 713.367.7333

TOMBALL
Gallatin Lane | $260s
4/2.5 - ±2,551 sf
outdoor kitchen | patio | pool
Kecia Haseman | 713.515.4948

MILLION dollar service at EVERY price point. Let us show you.
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Elder’s Absolutely  
Cool Automotive
Auto repair shop services antique cars

R obert and Debra Elder have 
seen everything from pickup 
trucks to a Mach 5 Speed 

Racer in their auto repair shop, Elder’s 
Absolutely Cool Automotive.     
      Located at 27431 Hanna Road in 
Oak Ridge North, the Elders and 10 
employees work at the family-owned 
and operated business that provides a 
variety of auto care services.

“We do complete auto care, which 
includes providing specialty hoses 
and tires, transmissions and [liquid 
sequential injection] conversions as 
well,” Robert said. “If a ’69 Camaro, 
which is an antique, comes in here, 
we’re able to convert the engine and 
make them brand new. We have state-
of-the-art equipment and the newest 
technology.”

Debra first got involved in the auto 
repair industry with her husband in 
2010 at a previous shop they had in 
Hanna Road Business Park, while 
Robert has worked on cars almost all 
of his life.

“He first started in his garage and 
helped out neighbors and friends, 
and then later we rented out a place 
on Blueberry Hill Drive near Hanna 
Road,” she said. “We later outgrew 
that place and rented a second place. 
And then in 2008, we were in Hanna 
Road Business Park. Before that I was 
actually in dentistry. I enjoy it though. 
[Robert] told me they drill at the 
dentist, and they drill in the shop too.”

Debra said since opening their new 
shop last June, business has doubled. 
She credits the shop’s success to the 

level of customer service they provide. 
Robert agreed that customer service is 
a priority. 

“I would say it’s our customer ser-
vice that keeps bringing people back,” 
he said. “They know us. Especially 
with our new facilities, it allows for 
much better service. It’s been such an 
improvement since the [number] of 
cars we can service has grown, and 
we’ve finally accomplished our goal of 
becoming a stand-alone shop.”

The Elders provide car delivery 
service—where customers can drop 
off their car and have it returned to 
them. Customers can also receive 
text messages with car status updates 
along with pictures sent of the car to 
show what part of their car is having 
problems.

“A lot of places don’t offer things 
like that,” Debra said. “We’re mostly a 
paperless system, except for receipts.”

Besides servicing cars for residents 
in the Oak Ridge North, Spring and 
The Woodlands areas, Debra said they 
are active in the Oak Ridge North 
community too.

“We’re big in the Oak Ridge North 
annual car show each year on the 
Fourth of July,” she said. “We love Oak 
Ridge North, and we are getting to 
know everyone in the area.”

Robert said with more people 
finding out about the business as well 
as servicing customers from a car 
restoration garage—also in Oak Ridge 
North—many interesting cars have 
gone through the shop.

“We’ve had so many interesting 
cars here,” he said. “We had the Speed 
Racer Mach 5, we had the Ronald 
McDonald shoe car, and then we’ve 
had a lot of high-performance cars, 
such as Lamborghinis and Porsches.”

BUSINESS FEATURE

Acura

Audi

BMW

Buick

Cadillac

Chevrolet

Dodge

Ford

GMC

Honda

Hyundai

Infiniti

Jeep

Land Rover

Lexus

Lincoln

Mercedes-
Benz

Mercury

Mini

Mitsubishi

Nissan

Porsche

Scion

Toyota

Volkswagen

By Abigail Loop

Elder’s Absolutely Cool Automotive

Auto brands serviced

27431 Hanna Road, Oak Ridge North
281-367-4814
www.elderautomotive.com
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.  
Sat. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

45

Woodson Rd.

Robinson Rd.

H
anna R

d.

Robert and Debra Elder are the owners of Elder’s Absolutely Cool Automotive, which opened last 
year in Oak Ridge North. The shop offers a full line of automotive repair services. 
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Auto repairs:
• Major and minor repairs

• Air conditioning services

• Suspension

• Brakes

• Emissions, mufflers, exhaust

• Tube and hose repairs

• Electrical and diagnostics

• Wheels and tires

• Transmission

• State inspection sticker 

Robert Elder works on an antique Camaro, 
one of many classic cars the shop services. 

Another classic Camaro awaits servicing at 
Elder’s Automotive. 

“I would say it’s our cus-
tomer service that keeps 
bringing people back.”

—Robert Elder, owner
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B E T H  F E R E S T E R  P R E S E N T S

The best tasting Chocolate or Caramel spreads that are
Gluten Free • Dairy Free • Soy Free • Refined Sugar Free       

Made with only organic ingredients, a true superfood made from a blend of virgin coconut oil, 
organic cacao powder, and sweetened with low glycemic coconut sugar

Available in Jars and Squeeze Packs!

R Y A N  F E R E S T E R

For a bigger variety of flavors, retail 
locations or to order online, visit us at

www.lovebeanfudge.com

“This month I want to introduce you to a wonderful 
product created and produced in Austin, Texas by my 
son, Ryan.  It is a delicious superfood spread that is 
healthy yet delicious.  It is in great demand both on the 
web site and in dozens of stores all over the country.  It 
is very popular with Paleo followers and moms wanting 
healthy snacks for the kiddos.  But for most people it is 
just DELICIOUS!  Being healthy is an extra bonus. And, 

most recently, we just added it in our Woodlands WHOLE FOODS STORE - in 
the candy bar section.  I hope you will enjoy it as much as our family enjoys 
bringing this healthy produce to The Woodlands.” 

- Beth Ferester
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Woodlands Pkwy. Robinson Rd.

A chalkboard menu displays the cafe’s daily specials at Bodegon del Sur in Spring.

The cafe features a wide array of Argentinian 
foods and products.

The cafe stocks galletitas and alfajors made 
by Havanna, an Argentine brand.  

Quiches are one of the more popular items 
at the cafe.

The cafe on Oak Ridge Drive has been open 
for three years. 

Co-owner Jonathan Ruocco explains how to 
brew yerba mate, a customer favorite.

Wood and glass gourds for brewing yerba 
mate are available for purchase at the cafe.

The dining area offers table seating and a 
window view overlooking a quiet street.
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Bodegon del Sur
Cafe offers Argentine delicacies

W hat started out as an 
at-home catering business 
run by Liliana Ruocco has 

now blossomed into Bodegon del Sur, 
an Argentinian cafe she runs with her 
son Jonathan.

“We started selling pizzas and 
empanadas, and it just progressed 
from there,” Jonathan said. “We 
started doing it at home, and [the 
business] got way bigger.” 

He attributes the growth in 
demand of the cafe’s products to the 
large Argentine population in the 
Greater Houston area. One item that 
is especially popular with customers 
is the take-home pizza, he said, which 
is partially baked and prepared with 
homemade dough. 

“Everything we make is from 
scratch,” Jonathan said. “We make 
the dough from scratch. It’s made like 
we make [pizzas] in Argentina.”

Liliana speaks Spanish only so Jon-
athan translated her insistence that 
it be known the crust on the cafe’s 
takeout pizza is “crunchy.” 

“You know how you to go Domi-
no’s, and you go to Little Caesars, and 
you pick up the pizza slice and the 
pizza drops down?” Jonathan said. 
“Ours doesn’t. Ours stays.”

Bodegon del Sur, which means 
“pantry of the south” in Spanish, sells 
mate gourds for brewing yerba mate, 
a popular drink in Argentina. The 
store’s grocery also offers yerba mate. 
Some might compare the flavor of the 
drink to tea, but Liliana shakes her 

head at the suggestion. 
“It’s not tea,” Jonathan said. “It’s 

yerba mate.” 
He said different yerba mate drinks 

have different flavors, depending on 
additional flavorings. The flavor can 
be altered by the amount of sugar 
people use, too, a popular addition to 
the drink. 

In addition to pizzas, the cafe’s 
menu also includes empanadas, des-
serts and the sandwich de milanesa, a 
chicken specialty of Bodegon del Sur. 

“It’s breaded and it’s baked in the 
oven, and it’s a huge sandwich,” Jona-
than said. “It’s humongous.”

He described the difference 
between the way the sandwich de 
milanesa is prepared compared to 
typical American chicken dishes.

“If you go to a regular restaurant, 
and you get a country-fried steak, it’s 
basically all grease,” he said. “This is 
not. It’s a thick piece of chicken, and 
it’s baked, not fried.”

Jonathan said Argentine expa-
triates often visit the cafe to buy 
authentic dulce de leche and 
Havanna brand galletitas—or small 
cookies—and alfajores, a fusion of 
a macaron and a cake. But the big 
draw to the store’s pantry is the 
blood sausage, he said.

“There’s a lot of people that come in 
just for that,” Jonathan said. “Because 
there’s a big difference between the 
sausage that you sell here and then 
the sausage that we sell. There’s a 
huge flavor difference.”

BUSINESS FEATURE

26506 Oak Ridge Drive, Spring
832-813-8334
www.bodegondelsur.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.,  
Sat. 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Fresh handmade items
• Empanadas: beef, chicken, spinach and 

ham & cheeses, single ($2.20), by the 
dozen ($24.00)

• Quiche: zucchini, spinach, ham & cheese 
($3.99)

• Sandwich de Milanesa: breaded chicken 
sandwich with lettuce, tomatoes onions 
and mayonnaise ($6.99)

Desserts 
• Pasta frola de membrillo: baked pie 

made with quince jam ($13)
• Pionono de dulce de leche: sponge roll 

cake filled with dulce de leche ($19.90)
• Alfajores de Maicena: Argentenine snack 

consisting of two soft corn flour cookies 
held together by a thin layer of dulce de 
leche, 6 ($6), 12 ($9.50)

By Julie Butterfield

45
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“Parkway ER treated my daughter 
today and we had wonderfully fast and 
e	cient service. My daughter was 
having abdominal pain. As soon as we 
arrived, we were taken right into a 
room. She was diagnosed with 
appendicitis and we were on our way 
to the operating room within two 
hours. Everything was so fast and 
e	cient. We were back home in time 
for dinner. I don’t know why anyone 
would go to a hospital ER and wait five 
to six hours. Thank you Parkway ER.”

-Patient Testimonial from J.D.

• Full service emergency room

• Open 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, 365 days a year

• Experienced emergency physicians 
and highly qualified nurses

• State of the art imaging on site, 
including x-rays, CT scans, and 
ultrasounds

• Just like the hospital emergency 
room without the wait

• In-Network* with over 100 insurance 
plans

• We treat all adult and child 
emergencies

24 Hour
Emergency Room

Stop the Waiting
Quality Care Close to Home

IN-NETWORK*, IN QUICK, OUT FAST.

832.761.7894
parkwayER.com
info@parkwayER.com

25450 Kuykendahl
Suite 300
Tomball, TX 77375

Second location
coming to HEB
Harmony Shopping
Complex Fall 2015

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION

*We are an In-Network emergency health care provider with Multiplan 
and America Choice Provider Network which includes most United 
Health Care, Cigna, Aetna, and Humana participating plans. Texas state 
law requires all insurance providers to pay "in-network" rates regardless 
of status. We also o�er a�ordable pay plans for our services.

PARKWAY ER
25450 Kuykendahl
Suite 300
Tomball, TX 77375

2 minutes south 
of HEB Creekside 

between 
Woodforest Bank 

and Stripes

242

Pe
o

p
le

s 
R

d
.

Koenig Ln.

Woodlands Parkway
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StillwaterTx.com

INFO CENTER
Now Open!

Stillwater is a unique master-planned community reflecting historic 

Lowcountry architecture and elegant Southern charm. Lakes, green 

reserves and the bordering W.G. Jones State Forest will create a 

serene landscape for Stillwater, conveniently located on FM 1488 less 

than a mile from Interstate 45. Residents will have easy access to 

world-class shopping and dining, growing employment corridors and a 

coveted educational experience in top-rated Conroe schools, including The 

Woodlands High School. Stillwater truly is refined Lowcountry living.
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Charro Potato
Food truck brings flavors  
of northern Mexico to  
The Woodlands

G uillermo Lavin hesitates to call Charro 
Potato a restaurant.

“People think we are a restaurant, with 
the cover over the patio, but we are a food truck,” 
Lavin said.

With the colorful patio and unique name, Lavin 
said his restaurant—or food truck—is garnering a 
solid following among the taco-loving faithful in 
the area since it opened in July 2014 off Kuykendahl 
Road. Praise on social media and strong word-of-
mouth has brought in a steady stream of customers, 
particularly since winter, he said. 

“People have been accepting, and they understand 
it’s a taco stand,” Lavin said. “We just want people 
to come here and have a good time.”

Lavin moved to The Woodlands from northern 
Mexico and brought with him the flavors of the 
street tacos he knew well. Those tacos, like Charro 
Potato’s, are simply made, with top sirloin beef, and 
served in a homemade flour tortilla with Chihuahua 
cheese.

“We serve our tacos plain, and people prepare 
them on the side,” he said. “We don’t use any kind 
of cream or lettuce. We invest a lot in our beef, and 
our cheese is one of the best on the market.”

Although much of the menu leans heavily on 
tacos, including the breakfast variety Lavin said are 
among the most popular, the signature item is the 
business’s namesake—the charro potato.

Lavin said charro potatoes are a popular food 
item in northern Mexico and in Monterrey, Mexico, 
in particular. The dish includes a large baked potato 
served with cheese, charro beans, sour cream and 
the customer’s choice of beef, chicken or pork. 

In addition to the distinctive menu items Charro 
Potato offers, the establishment offers one of the 
more unique dining environments in The Wood-
lands area. Although it is a food truck, Charro 
Potato is affixed to a permanent and colorful patio 
with large windows. 

Adjacent to Charro Potato is Santa Barbara 
Market, also owned by Lavin and his wife, Barbara 
Salinas. Santa Barbara Market sells a variety of 
handmade pottery and outdoor art. The Kuykend-
ahl Road location of Santa Barbara Market is actu-
ally its second location, the first at 31907 FM 2978 in 
Magnolia.

“We wanted to open a second Santa Barbara Mar-
ket location, and we found this place was available,” 
Lavin said. “We thought we would just open the 
Santa Barbara Market here, but we decided to open 
this small place, and it’s been growing since. People 
started coming to see the pots, and then they got to 
the tacos. Now tacos have taken over the business.”

Lavin created Charro Potato to give local resi-
dents a taste of Mexico.

By Brian Walzel

DINING FEATURE

8423 Cinnamon Run, The Woodlands
281-730-7373
Hours: Tue.-Thu. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.,  
Fri.-Sun. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Charro Potato

1  Guillermo Lavin, along with his former partner, opened 
Charro Potato in July of 2014.

2  The food truck offers a variety of street tacos popular in 
northern Mexico.

3  Charro Potato’s patio features large open windows that 
provide views of the nearby Santa Barbara Market and  
landscaping reminiscent of northern Mexico.

4  Lavin wanted to create a unique dining environment for 
customers in The Woodlands area.

5  Lavin and his wife also own Santa Barbara Market, which 
sells handmade pottery, located adjacent to Charro Potato.

1

2

3

54

“The main thing we wanted to accomplish when 
we opened this place was to open something differ-
ent in The Woodlands,” he said. “We wanted to have 
the landscaping, to give people the atmosphere of 
being out of The Woodlands. It’s Texas—it’s always 
warm. But people enjoy being in an open place.”

Owner Guillermo Lavin said the most popular menu items 
are the breakfast tacos. All of Charro Potato’s tacos can 
also be served with corn tortillas.



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com20

Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated 

Are you on the move? 

Call us today to sell your home! 

Our agents are uniquely certified and 
trained to assist in relocating you or 

your loved ones 

#1 Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS®  
office nationwide!

www.cbunited.com/thewoodlands

281.363.2500Our agents are uniquely certified and 
trained to assist in relocating 

you or your loved ones

We have a vision of your real estate needs

Let us provide you with results

Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated 

Are you on the move? 

Call us today to sell your home! 

Our agents are uniquely certified and 
trained to assist in relocating you or 

your loved ones 

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC
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HCTRA begins work on $170 million Hardy Toll Road overhaul
By Matt Stephens 

After nearly three decades of helping 
commuters in north Harris and south 
Montgomery counties get to and from 
downtown Houston, the Hardy Toll 
Road will see its first major overhaul 
completed next summer with additional 
lanes and all-electronic toll gantries.

“As the facility itself is approaching 
30 years, we’re looking at touching all 
21 miles of the corridor,” said Quinton 
Alberto, assistant director of mainte-
nance and traffic engineering for the 
Harris County Toll Road Authority. 

Work began Aug. 17 on the widen-
ing of the toll road from FM 1960 to 
the road’s intersection with the Grand 
Parkway, which will add a third lane in 
both directions of the toll road. Alberto 
said the project should alleviate con-
gestion during peak commuter hours. 

“In the mornings and in the eve-
nings, especially from [FM]1960 to 
I-45, it’s very congested,” Alberto said. 
“What happens is that [vehicles back] 
up all the way inside Beltway [8], and 
it causes stop-and-go traffic.” 

Although the added lanes will be 
integral to improving traffic flow in 
the region, the widening projects are 
just two of nine total projects that are 
being undertaken in the next year 
along the toll road, totaling about $170 
million. Alberto said the project is 100 
percent funded through tolls and will 
not use any taxpayer money. 

In addition to the widening project, 
improvements include the removal of 
existing toll booths at the toll plazas as 
well as entry and exit ramps, Alberto 
said. They will be replaced with a 
gantry, similar to those on the Grand 
Parkway and the Westpark Tollway. 
By the summer, Hardy Toll Road will 
be an all-electronic toll facility similar 
to those toll roads. 

Alberto said the current toll system 
creates a bottleneck at the plazas, 
which exacerbates traffic conditions 
during peak commuting hours. 

“If you go to the toll plazas, there’s 
a lot of movement and congestion,” he 
said. “You have people coming in paying 
with cash and people paying with the 
EZ Tag, [asking] ‘Am I in the right lane?’ 
When you take that decision out of that 
plaza, you add a little bit more fluidity.” 

Other projects include pavement 
markings, signage, and bridge and 
retaining wall rehabilitation and 
maintenance. Work also began in 
January on four single-lane direct 
connectors between the Hardy Toll 
Road and the Grand Parkway, which 
is expected to see segments F-1, F-2 
and G from Hwy. 290 to Hwy. 59 com-
pleted by the end of the year. 

Most of the Hardy Toll Road overhaul 
is scheduled to be complete by June, 
Alberto said, although some housekeep-
ing items and cleanup may require an 
additional six months to complete. 

HCTRA officials said they are try-
ing to schedule construction during 
weekends and nonpeak hours to mit-
igate the overhaul’s effects on the flow 
of traffic. However, the widening proj-
ect will require total closures between 
FM 1960 and I-45 because of work 
being done to many of the bridges.  

“The [fastest] way to get the work done 
is to shut the road down and knock it 
out,” project manager Matt Kainer said. 

It is unknown whether the toll rates 
along the Hardy Toll Road will increase 
following the completion of the proj-
ects, HCTRA officials said.  Motorists 
on the tollway pay $1.45 with an EZ 
Tag at toll plazas or $1.75 with cash, but 
the EZ Tag rate is expected to increase 
to $1.50 on the main lanes on Sept. 12. 

TRANSPORTATION

Hardly the same Hardy
Work began earlier this year on several different 
improvements to the 27-year-old Hardy Toll Road, 
which include an expansion and toll improvements. 

Project Cost

1. Widening to six lanes, north section $17.83M

2. Widening to six lanes, south section $31.84M

3. Ramp and mainland plaza conversions $26.3M

4. Direct connectors to Grand Parkway $33.93M

5. Signing and pavement markings $7.32M

6. Bridge, retaining wall rehabilitation $24.67M

7. Road, bridge, retaining wall maintenance $4.36M

8. Fiber and utility installation $2.83M

Engineering, inspection, other costs $15.65M

All projects *$164.73M 
 
* This cost does not include pending contracts for other work, including  
a sound wall and landscaping. The total project cost is estimated to be  
$170 million. 

   
     Closures
The expansion of the tollway from FM 1960 to the Grand 
Parkway will require complete closure of the Hardy Toll 
Road from FM 1960 to I-45. Work will be done on the road 
from 10 p.m.-5 a.m. during weekdays and 10 p.m. Friday 
to 5 a.m. Monday on the weekends. However, HCTRA will 
reopen the road as soon as work is completed. 

 Source: Harris County Toll Road Authority/Community Impact Newspaper 
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The interchange between the Hardy Toll Road and the Grand Parkway is under construction. 
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Montgomery County Commissioners Court places $280 
million road bond referendum on November ballot
By Julie Butterfield, Jesse  
Mendoza and Brian Walzel

Montgomery County Com-
missioners Court approved a 
$280 million road bond ref-
erendum to be placed on the 
Nov. 3 ballot during a special 
session Aug. 24.

Bond funds would be 
divided by precinct, with 
Precinct 3 receiving $84 mil-
lion, Precinct 4 receiving $68 
million and Precincts 1 and 2 
each receiving $64 million.

In July, three of the four 
commissioners said they 
would not be in favor of 
holding a bond election in 
November after county voters 
turned down the May road 
bond package. Precinct 3 
Commissioner James Noack 
was the only commissioner 
at the time who supported a 
November bond referendum.

The new bond proposal 
does not include an extension 
of Woodlands Parkway from 
FM 2978 to Hwy. 249, which 
was heavily opposed in The 
Woodlands as part of the 
$350 million bond referen-
dum voted down by residents.

The decision to approve 
the new bond package was 
reached after Judge Craig 
Doyal and Precinct 2 Com-
missioner Charlie Riley 
came to an agreement with 
The Woodlands-based Texas 
Patriots political action 
committee on the proposal, 
county officials said.

Riley said he removed the 

Woodlands Parkway exten-
sion from the list of projects 
and is focusing on an expan-
sion of Keenan Cut Off Road.

“I have prioritized Keenan 
Cut Off Road over Woodlands 
Parkway because of the two 
new schools that Montgomery 
ISD will build on that road,” 
Riley said. “That road cannot 
wait for those two schools.”

Additionally, the expansion 
and realignment of Robin-
son Road has been removed 
from the bond project list 
by Noack. In exchange, 
Noack is including a $14.55 
million expansion of Wood-
lands Parkway between I-45 
and Grogan’s Mill Road. 
The expansion widens the 
parkway from three to four 
lanes in both directions and 
includes a dedicated turn 
lane, according to Precinct 3. 
 
PAC influence

The Texas Patriots PAC 
opposed the $350 million 
bond referendum during the 
May election as well as a $200 
million bond proposal in 
2011. 

Julie Turner, Texas Patriot 
PAC president, said the 
organization is supporting 
the November bond referen-
dum because of the removal 
of the Woodlands Parkway 
extension and a new county 
strategy being implemented 
to fund maintenance projects.

“This is what the PAC 

TRANSPORTATION

would suggest, so it worked 
out,” Turner said. “If they 
don’t want our support, they 
can do whatever they want.”

Another criticism levied by 
opponents of the May bond 
referendum was the use of 
bond funds for maintenance 
and rehabilitation projects. To 
address the criticism, county 
commissioners placed $4 mil-
lion in a new road and bridge 
fund in the fiscal year 2016 
budget—which commission-
ers approved on Sept. 2.

“We added $1 million a 
piece to each of the commis-
sioner’s budget,” Montgomery 
County Judge Craig Doyal 
said. “Maintenance issues 
are only going to get more 
challenging. We’re trying to 

get ahead of the congestion 
curve.” 

Starting with the 2017-18 
budget, the Commissioner’s 
Court will allocate 10.19 per-
cent of property tax revenue 
received by the county to the 
fund each year for road and 
bridge maintenance, Doyal 
said. 
 
Opposition

Precinct 1 Commissioner 
Mike Meador criticized the 
partnership with the PAC. 
However, he voted in favor of 
the bond referendum’s place-
ment on the Nov. 3 ballot.

“I am disappointed in how 
it was done—a small group of 
people from a special inter-
est group serving as a bond 

committee and dictating 
to some of the court—not 
me—how much each precinct 
would receive and what work 
was to be done,” Meador said. 
“With no input from anybody 
in the county except for this 
one group, it seems like a 
dangerous path that the court 
has taken. That defies equal 
representation.”

County officials said the 
court is also planning a 2018 
road bond referendum of at 
least $70 million. The two 
bond proposals total the same 
$350 million figure proposed 
in May, but the three years 
between the referendums will 
give commissioners time to 
evaluate the effects of a floun-
dering oil market, Doyal said.

ROA D  B O ND
Precinct 3 mobility projects to 
be included on the road bond 
referendum include widening 
Woodlands Parkway from three to 
four lanes, between Grogan’s Mill 
Road to I-45. The cost is $14.55 
million. Other projects include the 
Gosling Road bridge and a Lake 
Woodlands Drive widening. 45
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Source: Montgomery County Precinct 3/Community Impact Newspaper
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New overpass on Lake Woodlands Drive to ease Town Center gridlock
By Julie Butterfield 

Construction will begin this fall 
on an overpass that will allow drivers 
to travel on Lake Woodlands Drive 
without having to endure traffic 
congestion in the heavily traveled 
area near Grogan’s Mill Road. The 
overpass, designed by the Woodlands 
Road Utility District, will stretch from 
Lake Front Circle to just west of Six 
Pines Drive.

The overpass is designed to aid 
commuters who are not interested 
in pulling off to shop at the retail 
outlets, said Mike Bass, member of the 
WRUD and The Woodlands Town-
ship board of directors.

“The destination is not to get to 
Town Center,” Bass said. “The desti-
nation is to get home. When you have 
Town Center sitting along I-45, you 
want to allow people to get home or 

TRANSPORTATION

Lake Woodlands Dr. 

G
ro

ga
n’

s 
M

ill
 R

d.
 

S
ix

 P
in

es
 D

r. 

La
ke

 F
ro

nt
 C

ir.

EASING TRAFFIC CONGESTION  
ON LAKE WOODLANDS DRIVE

A new overpass planned for Town Center begins at Lake Front Circle and ends west 
of Six Pines Drive. The new overpass will include two lanes in each direction—east 
and westbound—and will take about one year to complete. The project will begin 
construction this fall. 

Map not to scale

Tomball

249

Boudreaux  R
d.

Boudreaux  R
d.

888-266-3920 
 25503 Tomball Parkway Tomball, TX 77375

million—proved prohibitive and 
stemmed from the utilities, such as 
light poles, that needed to be moved, 
Heineman said. 

“We weren’t ready to bite that off,” 
Bass said. 

The 2-mile bike lane addition on 
Lake Woodlands Drive is being consid-
ered as part of the Bike and Pedestrian 

Master Plan, which is undergoing a 
proposal process by Jones Carter, a 
Texas engineering firm. 

The Lake Woodlands overpass 
project will take about one year to 
complete. The cost of the four-lane 
overpass has yet to be determined, 
Heineman said. 

to work in the morning as quick as 
possible without having to deal with 
congestion.” 

Bruce Tough, chairman of the 
township board of directors, said the 
overpass will improve mobility for the 
traffic traveling east and west on Lake 
Woodlands Drive. 

“Grade separations are the best way 
to increase mobility and traffic flow,” 
Tough said. “So [the overpass is for] 
people who are coming to I-45 and 
want to go home and not stop at all of 
the intersections.” 

Robert Heineman, vice president of 
planning for The Woodlands Develop-
ment Company, said he suggested that 
2 miles of a protected bike lane on the 
south side of Lake Woodlands Drive 
be added to the overpass project.

“We provided the township two 
costs—one was if you did the [bike] 
pathway with the overpass—and if 
you did it separately, it would be more 
expensive,” he said. “The WRUD went 
far enough to estimate what the costs 
would be to do the pathway just in 
case the township wanted to do it.” 

The cost to add the bike lanes—$1.4 

“Grade separations are 
the best way to increase 
mobility and traffic flow.”

—Bruce Tough, chairman of the board
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281-681 - 9660
TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER
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Harris County approves Phase 2 
design for Tomball Tollway project

TxDOT set to begin $21 million 
FM 2978 widening in late fall

By Liza Winkler
During its July 28 meeting, Harris 

County Commissioners Court 
approved the preliminary design for 
the Tomball Tollway Phase 2 exten-
sion project on Hwy. 249.

“Approval of this schematic will set 
the alignment, establish the right of 
way limits for the roadway and deten-
tion [pond] sites and allow the final 
engineering design to be completed for 
the project,” said Mary Benton, Harris 
County Toll Road Authority media 
relations and public affairs manager.

HCTRA is working with the Texas 
Department of Transportation, the 
Harris County Flood Control District 
and the city of Tomball on the project.

The project cost has increased 
from early estimates of $175 million 
to $187 million. The new estimate 
includes a $25 million reimbursement 
from TxDOT to construct front-
age roads and $20 million from the 
Houston-Galveston Area Council 

By Wendy Cawthon
TxDOT officials held a public hearing 

in Magnolia on July 30 for the FM 2978 
improvement project, which will widen 
the road to four lanes from FM 1488 to 
Conroe Hufsmith Road.

Construction is expected to begin this fall 
to widen FM 2978 to two 11-foot lanes on 
either side with a center-turn lane for a 6.5-
mile stretch. A 5-foot shared-use bike lane 
and shoulder will also be part of the project. 

Houston-based firm Jacobs Engineering 
has developed plans and a draft environ-
mental assessment for the project. 

James Caughorn, a project engineer 
with the firm, said the roadway widening 
is necessary to keep up with growth in 
Montgomery County.

“The purpose of [the project] is to 
improve safety, traffic operations and 
travel times [along FM 2978],” Caughorn 
said. “The area around [FM] 2978 has been 
growing and is expected to continue to 
grow. Improvements are needed for con-
nectivity and to accommodate growth.”

TRANSPORTATION BRIEFS

for regional drainage improvements, 
Benton said.

The 6-mile, $155 million Tomball 
Tollway Phase 1 extension opened to 
traffic April 12. Phase 2 will extend 
the toll lanes north of FM 2920 to the 
Harris County line at Spring Creek.

In addition, Montgomery County 
plans to construct its $122.4 million 
portion of the Hwy. 249 extension 
during the same time frame. The 4.4-
mile segment will span from north of 
Spring Creek to FM 149 in Pinehurst.

Map not to scale

1.5 miles
$187 million
Timeline:  
fall 2016-fall 2018
Funding sources: 
Harris County Toll 
Road Authority

Spring Creek

6.5 miles
$21 million
Timeline:  
fall 2015-fall 2018
Funding sources: 
northern portion 
(federal, Texas  
Department of Trans-
portation), southern 
portion (Proposition 1)

North section 
lane expansion

South section 
lane expansion
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By Jesse Mendoza
The West Fork of the San 

Jacinto River has become 
one of the area’s most prolific 
natural resources as a primary 
source for the sand and 
gravel used for construction 
in Montgomery and Harris 
counties. However, as fine 
sand is increasingly harvested 
from beneath the riverbanks, 
booming development has 
placed a strain on the river. 

“The West Fork of the San 
Jacinto River is full of millions 
of dollars of fine sand and 
gravel, and most of that is 
being used to build roads,” 
said Jennifer Lorenz, Bayou 
Land Conservancy executive 
director. “No one has studied 
this, and no one has been 
looking over time. More than 

a quarter of [our research 
area] is now used for sand and 
gravel activity.”

The BLC, a nonprofit 
conservation organization, is 
seeking policy and funding 
support from local govern-
ments and developers to 
protect land along the West 
Fork, which Lorenz said could 
become a community amenity 
and ecotourism hub. Some 
developers are also incorpo-
rating the wetlands into their 
respective developments as a 
natural community amenity. 

Mining the West Fork
The San Jacinto River has 

become the primary source 
for sand because of its prox-
imity to the Greater Houston 
area, according to the Texas 

Aggregates and Concrete Asso-
ciation. The sand is harvested 
through a practice known as 
sand mining, which requires 
land along the river to be 
cleared of vegetation and exca-
vated to gather sand from large 
open pits near the riverbanks.

“Everything made of 
concrete [in Montgomery 
and Harris counties]—roads, 
buildings, bridges—probably 
contains sand that comes 
from the San Jacinto River,” 

said Rich Szecsy, president of 
Austin-based TACA. 

In 2011, the 82nd Texas 
Legislature passed House Bill 
571 to address concerns about 
what was then unregulated 
sand mining along the San 
Jacinto River. The legislation 
required dirt, sand and rock 
quarry operations across the 
state to register with the Texas 
Commission on Environmen-
tal Quality. 

According to the TCEQ, 

however, there are nine active 
sand mine operations along 
the West Fork that have not 
registered as of Aug. 6. 

The legislation was sup-
ported by some local sand 
mine operators, TACA and 
BLC because of the influx of 
sand and gravel producers 
in the area. Scott Spinella, 
general manager of Hallett 
Materials—a Montgomery 
County-based sand mine 
operator—said some of those 
producers were not follow-
ing best-practice methods. 
Because meeting regulations 
can be expensive, Spinella said 
noncompliant operators were 
able to financially undercut 
compliant operators. 

“There [were] a lot of small-
time sand and gravel produc-
ers that were coming in here 
and not using proper permits 
or doing things the right way,” 
Spinella said, later adding that 
Hallett Materials spent about  
$2 million on its permits.

Szecsy said the way opera-
tions discharge wastewater is a 

While she believes development is 
necessary, Jennifer Lorenz, Bayou Land 
Conservancy executive director, said 
clearing the land of vegetation allows 
sediment, herbicides, pesticides and 
fertilizers to freely wash into the river after 
a rain without any natural filtration by the 
wetlands. 

Lorenz said the issue could be mitigated 

by requiring sand mine operations to leave 
a 500-foot riparian corridor between the 
operation and the water’s edge, which 
protects the river from adjacent land uses. 

While there is no regulation that requires 
operators to leave a corridor in such a 
way, Hallett Materials General Manager 
Scott Spinella said some operators are 
required to leave a smaller buffer through 

the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality permitting process. Spinella said 
his operation is required to leave a 150-foot 
buffer between the sand mine and the river.

Leaving the buffer would allow property 
owners to continue mining for sand on 
their land while preserving the ecological 
function of the wetlands along the river, 
Lorenz said.

Finding the middle ground: Preservation vs. development

Riparian corridor

As sand mining increases along river’s West 
Fork, stakeholders race to preserve wetlands
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Development strains San 
Jacinto River ecosystem

ENVIRONMENT

As construction increases, so has the amount of sand harvested from the West Fork of the San Jacinto River. 

Delivery Available

Retail & Wholesale Nursery
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and much more...

Buy 2  
Get 1 FREE!  
Must present coupon at  

time of purchase.  
Expires 10/31/15

  Woodlands Pkwy.

Hardin Store Rd.
2978

27611 FM 2978  
Magnolia

832-521-3433
www.gardenmaniaus.com
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What do you think is the biggest threat to 
local natural resources?

Take the poll online at  
communityimpact.com/com-poll

A majority of sand used for construction in the Greater Houston area is harvested 
from the West Fork of the San Jacinto River. More than 25 percent of land studied 

by the Bayou Land Conservancy is used for sand mine operations.

A delicate balance

45

along the West Fork of 
the San Jacinto River

Bayou Land Conservancy holds

ACRES OF  
PRESERVED LAND 

1,333.6

242

Sources: Bayou Land Conservancy, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality/ 
    Community Impact Newspaper
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major issue that operators are 
required to address. He said 
unregistered mining opera-
tions hurt the industry’s repu-
tation because of the improper 
practices they may use.

“Somebody could open up 
a sand and gravel operation, 
not get a permit and not care 
how they discharge water after 
it is used—creating an illegal 
discharge back into the San 
Jacinto River,” Szecsy said. “It 
paints our industry as detri-
mental to the environment or 
as causing negative impacts to 
the San Jacinto River. When 
we are operating in compliance 
none of those are the case.”

Lorenz said the rapid growth 
in sand mining operations 
along the West Fork is alarm-
ing because the land no longer 
has an ecological function. 
About 4,500 acres, or about 25 
percent, of the floodway stud-
ied by the BLC is being used 
for sand mining operations. 
In 1995, about 1,308 acres, or 
about 7.8 percent of the land, 
was affected by sand mining.

“Whether it is legal or 
illegal, the amount [of sand 
mining] has been staggering 
over these last few years,” 
Lorenz said. “That 25 percent 
is mind blowing. I think we 
will probably be close to 30 
percent in 2015. That is an 
incredible amount of land 
that is no longer serving any 
ecological function.”

Jace Houston, San Jacinto 
River Authority general 
manager, said removal of the 
vegetation along the river 
allows for siltation, a process 
through which sediments like 
sand are carried to the bottom 
of a body of water. Houston 

said sediments can 
wash into the river 
and flow into Lake 
Houston after rain.

“Everything can 
wash into the river and 
take off downstream,” 
Houston said. “This 
causes siltation, and now 
this heavy sand load is 
flowing down the river. 
When it gets to Lake Houston 
the sand just drops and settles 
on the bottom. Slowly, Lake 
Houston is losing its storage 
volume.”

Preserving the wetlands
In an effort to protect the 

wetlands along the West Fork, 
the BLC has placed conserva-
tion easements on about 1,333 
acres of property along the 
river. A conservation ease-
ment is a binding agreement 
that prevents or limits devel-
opment on the land.

The conservancy often 
acquires land by working with 
private developers who are 
required to offset any effects 
they have on wetlands on 
their property by protecting 
three times as many wetlands 
nearby, Lorenz said. The devel-
oper can work with the con-
servancy, or other “mitigation 
banks,” to fund the protection 
of select pieces of land.

The conservancy is able to 
preserve contiguous tracts 
of land through this model, 
rather than creating disjointed 
preserves throughout the area, 
BLC conservation land biolo-
gist Stephanie Prosser said.

“By pooling land together 
we get to build these con-
nected linear corridors, and 
they make a better habitat 

for large animals like coyotes 
and bobcats that need a lot of 
space,” Prosser said.

Lorenz said, if preserved, 
the land along the West Fork 
could also have features like 
those under development 
along the Spring Creek and 
Lake Creek greenways.

“Given funding, we could 
preserve the land so it could be 
ready [if and when] the city of 
Conroe is ready to go [build] a 
big trail system,” Lorenz said. 
“The functioning wetlands 
that are on the West Fork are 
some of the best in Texas.”

Efforts by developers
Developers can also 

integrate wetlands. In doing 
so developers can increase 
property values, drawing busi-
ness and tourism to the area, 
said Virgil Yoakum, general 
manager and vice president of 
Grand Central Park.

The 2,046-acre mixed-
use development is  under 
construction by Johnson 
Development Corp. on the 
former Camp Strake property. 
Because the West Fork of the 
San Jacinto River runs through 

the back of 
the property, Johnson 
Development is working to 
integrate its natural assets.

“One of the strongest 
amenities for Grand Central 
Park is the rich natural assets 
in the riparian corridor along 
the West Fork,” Yoakum said. 
“The property is blessed in the 
fact that it has trail systems 
and resources left by the Boy 
Scouts on the property.”

While the development has 
no conservation easements, 
Yoakum said, the company 
intends to integrate a signif-
icant amount of green space 
along the West Fork into the 
property for recreational use. 

“I know that there are 
groups interested in linking 
the assets along the West Fork 
watershed, and we would like 
to see that happen,” Yoakum 

said. “There 
is signifi-
cant water-
shed acreage that 
flows through 
Grand Central 
Park. We want 
to do our part 
and work within 
the natural environment.”

2002 Timberloch Place, Ste. 200 • The Woodlands, TX 77380 
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Eli Kiefaber and his family are residents of The Woodlands and are actively involved in the community, including  
The Rotary Club of The Woodlands & Tall Timbers District, Boy Scouts of America.

FREE CONSULTATION
713.229.0360

www.texasestatecounsel.com

Your Woodlands Estate
Planning Attorneys

Kiefaber & Oliva LLP’s services include: 
Wills, Trusts, Inheritance Planning, Asset Protection

Affiliated Mortgage Company
Home Loan Division of Benchmark Bank  

2501 Research Forest Drive, Suite A
The Woodlands, Texas 77381

Office: 281-465-7424
Toll Free: 888-335-1909

 kelly@kellytx.com
www.kellytx.com

N M L S # 6 1 4 0 7 1

Kelly Malatesta 
Senior Mortgage Advisor

AREAS OF EXPERTISE:
Purchase & Refinance

• Conventional
• Fixed - ARMS
• Jumbo
• FHA
• VA

One Time Close
• Construction
• Renovation

A s  h e a r d  o n  K S E V  7 0 0  a m  w i t h  S t e v e  D r a k e !

         - New Location - 



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com28



The Woodlands Edition • September 2015 29

Cypres
sw

ood D
r. 

Jaycreek Dr. 
Laneview Dr. 

Jones Rd. 

Normont Dr. 

Moorcreek Dr. 

Idlebrook Dr.

B
alcrest D

r. 

W
. C

yp
ress F

o
rest D

r. 

E
. C

yp
ress F

o
rest D

r.  

Conservation group adds acres to 
nature preserve, expands trails
By Abigail Loop

The 100 Acre Wood Preserve, 
located in northwest Harris County 
and about 15 miles southwest of 
Spring, has newly expanded bound-
aries and will be home to new hike 
and bike trails in the upcoming 
months.

On June 4, 2.73 acres were added to 
the preserve as part of an agreement 
between the Bayou Land Conser-
vancy and Harris County. Before 
the additional acres were added, the 
preserve was a little more than 98 
acres of land,  said Jennifer Lorenz, 
executive director of the Bayou Land 
Conservancy.

She said the additional acres were 
added to the preserve as a result 
of a constructed corridor that now 
runs through the preserve that was 
made too wide by Harris County. 
As a result, the conservancy and the 
county came to an agreement to add 
more acres for the land that was lost 
as a result of the wider path.

“We approached the county, and 
we came to an agreement to extend 
our conservation easement to include 
those couple of acres,” Lorenz said. 
“Also, when we first looked at the 
original boundaries of the land, it 
showed it was already 100 acres. But 
when going out to look at it, there 
were some acres that were lost. But 
we still called it the 100 Acre Wood 
Preserve. We did want to make the 
preserve whole.”

Lorenz said the 100 Acre Wood 
Preserve is one of 15 preserves in 
Harris County the conservancy 
maintains and includes under its 
conservation easement. The conser-
vancy has about 12,000 acres in total 

under conservation easements. An 
easement is a legal permanent agree-
ment for a piece of land that enables 
the conservancy to continually pro-
tect the boundaries of that land.

 Harris County has owned the 
preserve for the past five years, while 
the conservancy has maintained it. 
The preserve was first purchased as 
land from a private owner and then 
donated to the county as a result of 
a grant received from the Houston 
Endowment Foundation.

Besides adding on the 2.73 acres 
of land to the preserve in June, 
construction will begin on a new 
4,200-linear-foot asphalt trail in the 
next couple of months. A ceremony 
to mark the start of construction, 
which begins Sept. 14, is set for Sept. 
26. Lorenz said the trail is expected 
to cost $595,000.

Mike Howlett, special projects 
coordinator for the Harris County 
Precinct 4 Parks Department, 
said the project is estimated to be 
complete in late spring 2016 and is 
expected to bring in many more bicy-
clists and hikers from both Harris 
and Montgomery counties.

“The trail is going to extend from 
Jones Road and to what is now the 
Cypress Creek hike and bike trail 
now, go through the preserve and end 
at the property line of the [D. Bradley 
McWilliams YMCA at Cypress 
Creek],” Howlett said. “This is really 
putting us on the map for the fact 
that biking is growing in popularity. 
By adding on new acres and trails, it’s 
opening up the preserve, and more 
people are coming from different 
counties.”

Scott Moran, a member of the 

ENVIRONMENT

Greater Houston off-Road 
Biking Association, said 
the trails provide ideal 
biking conditions, and 
the preserve will become 
more of an attraction to 
bicyclists with the addi-
tional trails.

“We love them, and 
we’re happy to see new 
trails,” Moran said. “There 
are about 100 to 120 bikers 
who come to the preserve 
every day.”

Lorenz said the preserve 
is a park for many people 
in the area and will con-
tinue to be so for residents 
in the community.

“There’s obvious public 
benefit uses here, and it 
is one of the most-loved 
places by bikers,” Lorenz 
said. “This is a commu-
nity park, and more and 
more people are coming to 
know about it.”

The 100 Acre Wood Preserve, which is located between Jones Road and 
Hwy. 249, now has an additional 2.73 acres in its boundaries, making it 
just over 100 acres.

100 Acre Wood Preserve

The trail shown above is one of many 
that run through the 100 Acre Wood 
Preserve. A new asphalt trail set to start 
construction in September will be nearly 
4,200 feet in length and is estimated to 
cost $595,000.
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100 Acre Wood 
Preserve

Source: Bayou Land Conservancy/Community Impact Newspaper

Cypress Creek 

THE #1 Top Producing 
Office in Texas .

The Woodlands & SpringThe Woodlands & Spring
281-367-7770

TheWoodlands-Spring.com

Call Today to See How We Can Help
You With All of Your Real Estate Needs!



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com30

FOR FAMILY
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lush fairways and towering pines provide an 

ideal setting for this resort-style community 

that is home to the first Tiger Woods-designed 

golf course in the nation. Bluejack National is 

just outside of Houston in Montgomery, Texas.
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called “The Playgrounds.” Bluejack debuts in 
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Bluejack is launching this fall,  and 

Tiger  will play his inaugural round in November.

 A grand celebration will follow with golf legends, 
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the anticipated occasion.
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with
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Waterway cruisers still afloat—for now
By Carrie Taylor

The fate of The Woodlands’ 
Waterway cruisers is uncer-
tain after The Woodlands 
Township board of directors 
voted to cease funding for the 
program’s operation during 
its budget meeting Aug. 5. 
By doing so, the decision on 
whether to retain the boats 
has fallen to the township’s 
Convention and Visitors 
Bureau.

The CVB will need to find 
alternate funding or move 
forward with alternative uses 
for the Waterway boathouse 
that better suit the commu-
nity’s needs, CVB President 
Nick Wolda said.

“It’s a topic of conversation 
that is really being discussed 
by our [CVB] board of 
directors,” he said. “There are 
differences of opinions on the 
[boats], like what the func-
tions are, what they mean 
to The Woodlands and what 
they don’t mean.”  

The 35-foot-long cruis-
ers have ferried passengers 
along a 1.4-mile stretch of 
the Waterway since 2010 and 
were gifted to the township 
at a value of $800,000 from 
The Woodlands Development 
Company in 2011. 

The fleet of six cruisers is 
now owned by the CVB but 
are maintained and operated 
by the Brazos Transit District.

No property or sales tax 
revenue has been used to 
fund the cruiser program, 
but in December a five-year 
commitment of $500,000 
from the township comes 
to an end. The boats will be 
fully operational through the 
end of the year, CVB Chair-
man and township director 
Gordy Bunch said. When the 
township board voted against 
additional funding for 2016, 
it allowed for about $120,000 
to be reallocated within the 
CVB’s budget.

“The CVB went through a 

reorganization process and 
wants to be [focused] on the 
marketing of our commu-
nity and our hotels and retail 
areas, and hyperfocused on 
our convention center and 
increasing sales tax revenue,” 
Bunch said at the budget 
workshop meeting. “I can see 
a much better purpose for 
these funds.”

The program’s lack of popu-
larity among the township 
board—which unanimously 
voted to terminate funding—
and low ridership among 
residents and visitors point 
to problems with the cruisers 
as a viable transit option for 
travelers in and around The 
Woodlands, Bunch said.

“The idea of the cruisers 
providing transit is compli-
cated when you already have 
a free trolley system that 
runs the same route, but at a 
much faster rate,” he said. “To 
me, if we can replace it with 
something more exciting like 

TRANSIT

The Woodland Township board of directors voted Aug. 5 to cease funding The 
Woodlands Waterway cruiser program. 
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paddle boards and other con-
cepts, we could maintain the 
excitement the Waterway is 
deserving of and really service 
local residents and visitors.”

However, there are other 
entities that could step up 
and fund cruiser operations, 
Bunch said, including the 
original owners, the Develop-
ment Company. 

Other potential entities 
include the Howard Hughes 
Corporation or Brazos Transit 
District.

The boathouse, located 

on the eastern edge of Lake 
Robbins, could be turned over 
to the township for ownership 
and operation to be available 
for public use, Bunch said. 
The facility could then house 
a variety of activities available 
at other popular points along 
Lake Woodlands, such as 
kayaking, paddle boats and 
boards and canoes. 

The CVB board will discuss 
its options at its upcoming 
meetings before making a 
final decision on what path it 
will pursue.

New homes from the 
$200s  to the Millions

936-447-2800 · WoodforestTx.com

Woodforest  invites you to join us on a luxury tour of stunning model homes  

surrounded by tall pines and world-class amenities. 30 remarkable model homes, more than  

90 available homes, one unbelievable community.

TOUR SEPTEMBER REGISTER TO WIN

POTTERY BARN 
GIFT CARD*

30 1 - 30 $1,000
BEAUTIFUL
MODELS DON’T MISS OUT

*Stop by the Homefinder Lodge for complete register to win details.
  Prices and availabilitiy are subject to change without notice.
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texaschildrens.org/promise

To further advance pediatric 
care in The Woodlands.

28120WCIN-006-041715

The Promise campaign will suppor t construction of 
Texas Children’s Hospital The Woodlands — bringing 

a dedicated pediatric hospital to some of the 
fastest-growing communities in the nation.
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Shenandoah continues to cut city property tax rate
By Julie Butterfield

The city of Shenandoah has the low-
est property tax rate in Montgomery 
County, and it is about to see a slight 
reduction for the 2015-16 fiscal year. 
Meanwhile, average home prices rose 
nearly $110,000 from 2013 to 2015.

Currently, the property tax rate is 
24 cents per $100 valuation, but the 
City Council wants to lower it for 
the next budget year to 0.2399 cents, 
Finance Director Jennifer Calvert 
said. The council approved the new 
rate Aug. 26. 

One reason for lowering the prop-
erty tax rate includes not financially 
overestimating what the city needs 
to operate, City Administrator Greg 
Smith said. 

“We always want to lower the prop-
erty tax for our residents and busi-
nesses, but we need to do it smartly,” 
he said. “So this year we lowered it to 
below 24 cents. We only want to col-
lect the necessary taxes to do our job 
and provide the services. So when you 
look at what it costs to operate the city 
and you look at the increases in the 
taxable value in both new properties 

and the revaluation, it was determined 
that the rate of 0.2399 [cents] met the 
council’s desires and needs to fund 
the budget and continue to look to the 
future.” 

In addition to city operational 
expenses, such as police, sewer and 
water, Shenandoah plans to buy new 
Christmas decorations for the Light-
ing of the Angels, the city’s annual 
Christmas gathering. Also, the police 
department will purchase replacement 
vehicles as well as active shooter gear, 
which is full-body gear police officers 
wear when they are responding to an 
active shooter call, Calvert said. 

Shenandoah Mayor Gary Watts 
said prolonged concerns about people 
with guns and related casualties have 
prompted the need for more protec-
tive police apparel. 

“With the number of people travel-
ing through our city, combined with 
schools in our city limits and in our 
[extraterritorial jurisdiction], I feel 
we need to be ready to respond and 
we need to protect those who have 
pledged to protect us,” Watts said. 

The city will also include 

automated meter readers in the 2015-
16 budget. 

“These will pay for themselves with 
the savings in labor by minimizing 
time and personnel costs, eliminating 
personnel walking through yards and 
improving accuracy and data manage-
ment for utility billing,” Watts said. 
“It’s a 21st century upgrade, and many 
cities have had them in use for a long 
time.”

Additionally, Shenandoah will soon 
build a toddler park on land it owns 
north of Sawdust Road, Calvert said. 
The Park Committee approved the 
conceptual plan in March.

“My mantra has always been 
walkability, green space and parks,” 
Watts said. “This will be a pocket park 
within the neighborhood, farthest 
away from the city park and pool, 
and just another enhancement for 
the residents. The park will have            
age-appropriate features, seating areas 
and plenty of shade.”

Calvert said additional items the 
city could purchase include land-
scaping at Vision Park and I-45 and 
renovations to the Visitors Center.  

BUDGET

AVERAGE 
HOME  
PRICES

BUDGET  NUMBERS

Average home prices in the city of 
Shenandoah in 2015 rose nearly 
$110,000 in the span of two years. 

2015 $356,985 
2014 $304,642 
2013 $247,142

The city’s operating budget was  

$8.6 million (expenses)

Budgeted revenue was  

$8.9 million

The city’s operating budget is  

$8.4 million (expenses)

Budgeted revenue is  

$8.4 million

2014-15

2015-16

Source: city of Shenandoah/Community Impact Newspaper
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A  J o h n s o n  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o m m u n i t y
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With pristine wooded splendor enveloping a vibrant cityscape, Grand Central Park 
is more than just a new master-planned mixed-use community coming to Conroe; 
it’s a remarkable 2,000-acre lifestyle experience. Here nature blends with urban, 
serenity with excitement and work with play. It’s truly the best of both worlds.
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Township cuts tax rate, eyes 
performing arts facility study
By Brian Walzel

Over the next 12 months, The 
Woodlands Township will continue to 
add amenities to the master-planned 
community while also planning for 
future attractions.

In its $129 million 2015-16 budget, 
the township again lowered the com-
munity’s property tax rate from 25 
cents per $100 of property valuation to 
23 cents. 

The reduction in property tax 
means a potential savings of $146 on 
a tax bill for the average home value 
in The Woodlands, which is $384,150, 
according to the township. 

Township Chairman Bruce Tough 
said the ability to lower the rate was 
a result of the continued increases 
in revenue gained from property tax 
revenue, sales tax revenue and hotel 
occupancy tax revenue streams.

He said the other tax revenue 
streams help reduce the township’s 
dependence on property tax revenue 
for a source of income.

“When you have increases in 
economic development, in hotel 
occupancy and sales tax revenues, 
it relieves the reliance on property 
taxes,” he said. 

Township revenue increased 6.7 
percent over last year to $129 million 
this year. 

Under its new budget, property tax 
revenue makes up 34 percent of the 
township’s expenditures while sales 
and hotel taxes, along with revenue 
from township programs, account for 
66 percent of costs.

“It has really been a priority to the 
board to look at the appreciated value 
of The Woodlands properties and our 
tax rates so that our residents don’t 
experience an increase in their tax 
rate,” Tough said.

The township is expecting to see 
a significant boost to its hotel occu-
pancy tax revenue next year, as much 
as a 28 percent increase over 2014-
15.  The township is expecting its 
final HOT revenue to come in at $7.5 
million. For 2015-16, the township is 
budgeting to earn $9.6 million from 
that tax.

Township Financial Director 
Monique Sharp said the increase is 
attributable to the planned 2016 open-
ings of the Embassy Suites Hotel in 
Hughes Landing and the Westin Hotel 
on Waterway Square.

New projects
Sharp said the most substantial 

capital improvement project targeted 
for funding in the 2015-16 budget is 
$1.2 million worth of improvements at 
Northshore Park, one of the most pop-
ular attractions in The Woodlands.

The park, located on the northern 
shore of Lake Woodlands, is home 
to the community’s Concerts in the 
Park series, the YMCA Dragon Boat 
races and the start of the annual 
IronMan Texas triathlon. 

“We are developing a plan that 
will really keep and maintain North-
shore Park as a prime park,” said 
Chris Nunes, director of parks and 
recreation for the township. “Our 
residents refer to Northshore Park as 
the crown jewel.”

Nunes said the township is in the 
early stages of planning for the renova-
tion project, which will include public 
meetings with local entities like the Pan-
ther Creek Village Association. 

“We want to know what the public 
sees as needing to be renovated as well 
as see how the public uses the park,” 
he said.

Nunes said likely improvement 
projects could include the parking lot, 
restrooms, play equipment, drainage 
system, grass fields and pavilion.

Construction on the renovations at 
Northshore Park could begin in the 
spring, Nunes said. 

In addition to improvements at 
Northshore Park, the township will 
expand the parking lot at Bear 
Branch Park while also developing 
a master plan for the park. 

Another amenity consideration 
the township is exploring is the 
potential development and construc-
tion of a performing arts center.

In July, the township purchased a 
4-acre tract of land near Lake Wood-
lands Drive and Grogan’s Mill Road, 
across from Hughes Landing. 

Tough said the land could be used 
by The Woodlands for municipal 
facilities should the community ever 
opt to incorporate. He also said it 
could be used for a performing arts 
center, which the township’s Eco-
nomic Development Committee is 
examining.

In this year’s budget, the township 
allocated $250,000 for a comprehen-
sive study into a possible performing 
arts center.

BUDGET TOWNSHIP BUDGET EXPENSES

The Woodlands Township will spend $8.3 million on capital improvements 
throughout the community over the next year. 

Sales tax revenue is the largest contributor to the township budget, 
generating 41 percent of total revenue. This year, the township is planning 
for a 2.5 percent increase in sales tax revenue.

As property value has continued to increase in The Woodlands, its 
property tax rate has decreased annually.
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FEATURED CAPITAL PROJECTS

SALES TAX REVENUE

PROPERTY VALUE VS. TAX RATE

Capital improvement projects

• Renovation of Northshore Park-$1.2 million
• Park, pathway and playground improvements-$1.1 million
• Park and pathway projects in Town Center and Creekside Park-$1 million
• New fire engine-$770,000
• Water conservation and irrigation projects-$580,000
• Aquatic facilities improvements-$538,000
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ORN approves new city  
budget, lowers taxes again
By Abigail Loop 

The city of Oak Ridge 
North approved its fiscal year 
2015-16 city budget Aug. 31 
and established a lower prop-
erty tax rate for the sixth year 
in a row.

The new property tax for 
the 2015-16 fiscal year is set 
at $0.46 cents per $100 of 
property valuation, a decrease 
from the 2014-15 tax rate 
of $0.48 cents per $100 of 
valuation. 

 Director of Finance Kristen 
Woolley said the new tax rate 
means residents who own, 
for example, a $100,000 home 
will see a $20 decrease in their 
property tax bill. The new 
tax rate is expected to raise 
$28,252 less for the city than 
last year’s tax rate in terms of 
maintenance and operation 
fees. 

City Manager Vicky Rudy 
said the lowered tax rate was 

possible because of the 11 
percent increase in sales tax 
revenue the city saw in 2015, 
which increased from $1.7 
million in 2014 to around $1.9 
million this year. Rudy also 
said the rate drop was a result 
of the growth of business in 
the area.

“Things are changing eco-
nomically because of the oil 
downturn, and the budget is 
fairly flat,” she said. “We kept 
everything in check, except 
where inflation was beyond 
our control. But new growth 
in the area has helped. Value 
has gone up.”

The city also planned 
contributions to the capital 
improvements fund from the 
operations and maintenance 
budget. The general fund 
for capital improvements is 
budgeted to transfer $425,000. 
About $582,603 will also be 
transferred and allocated for 

BUDGET

specific maintenance efforts, 
which are for projects to 
maintain existing facilities. 
The total estimated funds 
available for capital improve-
ments are $4,652,874. 

Rudy said the improve-
ments will focus on the city’s 
water and sewer system, such 
as renovating water pipe-
lines and commercial meter 
placement. Design work on 

Woodson Road’s sidewalk 
and new signage for the city 
are also being planned. 

“The real focus is the water 
line and fixing Woodson 
Road’s sidewalk; we’ve been 
waiting five years to do that,” 
she said. “We are proud of the 
progress we’ve made so far 
though. We’ve done five years 
of incredible work.”

Rudy said she hopes to 

continue with the accom-
plishments the small city has 
been able to achieve.

“We want to keep things 
up so that the infrastructure 
matches the beautiful homes 
of the city,” she said. “This 
budget is set with careful con-
sideration of the existing eco-
nomic conditions. For 2016, 
we wanted to be conservative 
and conscious.”

2014-15 
Revenue 

$4,800,000

2015-16 
Revenue 

$4,899,222

2014-15
 Expenses 

$4,552,245

2015-16
Expenses 

$4,731,788

GENERAL FUND CITY PROPERTY TAX CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECTS

OAK RIDGE NORTH BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS

The property tax rate for Oak Ridge 
North has been on a steady decline 
since 2009.
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• Water pipeline  
replacement: 
$426,863

• City branding: 
$318,000 

• Storm drain  
improvements: 
$220,000

• Woodson Road  
sidewalk:  
$181,000

• Public works  
vehicles and  
equipment:  
$62,100

Source: city of 
Oak Ridge North/
Community Impact 
Newspaper

From downtown Houston, take I-45 North. 
Exit Highway 242 and turn right. On 242, 
avoid the over pass by staying in the right 
(south) lane for about a mile and turn right 
at Harper’s Preserve.

New Homes from the $290s to $600s  | New Sections & New Builders Now Open
Model Homes Open Daily Highland Homes, Plantation Homes, Ashton Woods, Chesmar Homes, Gehan Homes, 
J. Patrick Homes, Drees Custom Homes HarpersPreserve.com

New Builders! New Building 
Programs! New Model Homes! 

- Highly-acclaimed Conroe ISD Schools
- Easy and quick access to I-45 and the Hardy Toll Road
- Recreation Center with a community pool and pool barn, walking trails,  
   playground, fire pit, bowling and bocce ball greens and horseshoe pits
 

Visit Today:
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At Houston Methodist, we know that with so much to enjoy in  

life, you can’t afford to waste time suffering through joint pain.  

That’s why we build your treatment around the latest minimally 

invasive techniques. Our joint replacement specialists have the 

knowledge and expertise to enable a faster, less painful recovery 

that helps you get back to doing what you love.     

OUR PASSION IS GETTING 
YOU BACK TO YOURS.

Central – Texas Medical Center

East – San Jacinto

Northwest – Willowbrook

Southeast – St. John   

Southwest – Sugar Land

West – Katy

North – The Woodlands

(coming in 2017)

Schedule an appointment with one of our joint specialists at 
houstonmethodist.org/orthopedics or call 713.790.3333  
for a physician referral at one of our six locations.

HMTW_Joint_CommImact_ad.indd   1 8/27/2015   2:04:40 PM
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harris county

budget Highlights:An estimated $37.5 million in new road and bridge fees is allocated 
evenly to the four precincts. 
An estimated $2 million in new child safety fees is allocated evenly to all 

five commissioners court members, including the county judge.“Harris County will continue to focus on building reserves to 
maintain financial stability, maintain current high bond ratings and 

reduce the need for short-term borrowing using tax anticipation 

notes.” —Harris County Commissioners Court statement

Property tax rate
Approved 2014-15$0.63579

proposed 2015-16
$0.63579

total budget

precinct budget breakdown

The budget is effective from March 1, 2015 through Feb. 29, 2016. The 

property tax rate will go into effect Oct. 1, 2015.

montgomery county

budget Highlights: 
The 2015-16 budget allocates an additional $4 million for the road 

and bridge fund over last year's budget. 

The budget includes a 3 percent employee pay increase and the 

addition of 16 new employees, nine of which will be allocated to 

law enforcement and criminal prosecution.

“Our county is growing rapidly; meanwhile, our rapid growth also pushes 

property values higher. This budget reflects our desire to keep the 

burden on taxpayers as low as possible while taking care of our essential 

needs and planning for the future.” —Craig Doyal, Montgomery County Judge

Property tax rate
Approved 2014-15

$0.4767
approved 2015-16

$0.4767

The budget was adopted at the Sept. 2 Commissioners Court meeting. 

The property tax rate will go into effect Oct. 1, 2015.

CITY & COUNTY BUDGETS

approved 2015-16
$1,314,791,165

Approved 2014-15$1,234,886,000
Precinct 1

approved 2015-16: $57,780,327
approved 2014-15:  $51,097,000

Precinct 2
approved 2015-16:  $56,605,214
approved 2014-15:   $49,202,000

Precinct 3
approved 2015-16:  $51,254,860
approved 2014-15:  $43,630,000

Precinct 4
(tomball)approved 2015-16: $55,086,765approved 2014-15:   $54,392,000

total budget

three major budget funds

approved 2015-16

$331,709,807
Approved 2014-15

$301,158,714

general fund

approved  
2015-16:  

$214,755,015

Road and Bridge fund

approved 
2015-16: 

  $33,619,051

capital projects

approved 
2015-16:

$13 million
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*Other budget funds are split among the county judge, county departments and services

Compiled by Wendy Cawthon and Liza Winkler

Looking forward. Finding solutions.

At our office in 
The Woodlands, 
your success is our 
top priority. 

First American 
Title National 
Commercial 
Services is ready 
with client-focused 
solutions for your 
next commercial 
transaction.  

1790 Hughes Landing Blvd, Suite 110
The Woodlands, TX 77380
832.246.5342

Krissie Vanyo, Allison Lanier, Jan Ruiz and Sharon Mork

832.246.5350 q www.firstam.com/ncs

First American Title Insurance Company, and the operating divisions thereof, make no express or implied warranty 
respecting the information presented and assume no responsibility for errors or omissions. First American, the eagle 

logo, First American Title, and firstam.com are registered trademarks or trademarks of First American Financial 
Corporation and/or its affiliates.

©2015 First American Financial Corporation and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved. q NYSE: FAF

Cycling Studio
CicloCorse

Bike Fit Studio and Cycling Facility

Come ride with us.

www.ciclocorse.com
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HOUSTON
CAN YOU ESCAPE?

Fun with family - Night out with friends - Corporate teambuildingFun with family - Night out with friends - Corporate teambuilding

Escape Room 360 is a real-life social and physical adventure game 
that is a fun and exciting experience for all ages.  With 60 minutes 
to escape our unique and innovative rooms, you will need to solve 
puzzles, decipher riddles and use teamwork to unravel all the clues 
within the time limit.  Getting in the door is the easy part but do 

you have what it takes to escape!?

OPENING FALL 2015
27327 Robinson Road Suite #5, Conroe, Texas 77385

info@EscapeRoom360.com - escaperoom360.com

TraditionBank.com    |    936.273.4286   |    713.666.2511 - Main
7 GREATER HOUSTON LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

Going green. 
Earning green.  
e-Star Checking.

Stop by one of our banking centers to open 
your e-Star checking account today!

WHERE
TRADITION

& GREAT RATES
MEET

Plant your money in our e-Star Checking 
Account and watch your earnings grow.  
Start earning high interest with Tradition 
Bank today and harvest all the benefits 
of e-Star Checking!

To earn green in your pocket, follow these  
3 easy requirements:
• 10 Visa Debit Card posted transactions  
   per statement cycle
• 1 Direct ACH Deposit or Debit
• Receive Free Electronic Statements

Additional Features:
• Up to $25 in ATM fee refunds per cycle*
• Free Online Banking
• Free Online Bill Payment**
• Free Mobile Banking

Balances between $1 – $25K will earn 2.50% APY.
Any dollar amount exceeding $25K will earn .50% 
APY. All balances will earn .10% APY, if requirements 
below are not met.

2.50 % 
APY***

*Up to $25 in ATM fee refunds per statement cycle if requirements are met. **Bill Pay is free with a minimum of 5 bills paid per month; otherwise 
$5.95 per month after the first 90 days. ***In each cycle the requirements are met, balances between $1 and $25,000 earn 2.50% Annual 
Percentage Yield (APY), and balances over $25,000 earn tiered interest rates & APY’s, reported on statement as blended rates. If requirements are 
not met, the entire account balance earns base rate & APY, and no ATM fee refunds for that cycle. Rates and APY’s are current as of August 2015 but 
may change at any time after the account is opened. There is a minimum deposit of $100 to open this account and a $2,500 minimum daily balance 
to avoid the service charge of $11.95 (waived for the first cycle). Fees could reduce earnings. Available for personal accounts only.

Saturday
September 26 • 11am-1pm

29518  & 29510 Taliesin Court
Make a splash with our newest   
 amenity in    
  — a community splash pad!

Wright’s Landing

Let the kids play and  
enjoy burgers, fries  
and shakes on us!

New homes from the $220s

Plus, dive into any  model home to register for a chance to Win a family 4-pack to Schlitterbahn!
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Abbott to visit The Woodlands Precinct 3 to analyze bridges for repairs
By Julie Butterfield

Gov. Greg Abbott will make 
a visit to The Woodlands 
on Sept. 16. The Woodlands 
residents and attorneys Jim 
and Nelda Luce Blair will host 
a reception for Abbott at their 
Village of Grogan’s Mill home. 

Abbott’s deputy press secre-
tary Cait Meisenheimer said 
the governor is visiting The 
Woodlands to raise campaign 
funds. 

Meisenheimer said Abbott 
will discuss his policies and 
accomplishments in the time 
he has served as governor, 
particularly as they relate to his 
“Bicentennial Blueprint,” a list 
of plans the governor intends to 
accomplish during his term. 

“The Bicentennial Blueprint 
is a handful of things he set out 
to accomplish—early educa-
tion, higher education research 
initiatives to devote more 
money to college research, 
border security [and] transpor-
tation,” Meisenheimer said. 

Abbott, the 48th governor of 
Texas, took office in January. 

Abbott is visiting The Wood-
lands because he has many 
advocates in the area, Meisen-
heimer said.

“I know we have a lot of 
supporters in The Woodlands,” 
she said. 

The fundraiser, which is 
open to the public, includes 
a 5:30 p.m. VIP reception for 
co-hosts and patrons and a 6 
p.m. general reception. Prices 
to attend range from $300 to 
$10,000. To register to attend 
the event, call 512-477-2002.

By Brian Walzel
Montgomery County Pre-

cinct 3 is analyzing all of its 
bridges for possible repairs as 
part of a Texas Department 
of Transportation mandate. 
The mandate, required of 
all Texas precincts, states all 
bridges must be analyzed for 
structural integrity, Precinct 
3 Commissioner James 
Noack said.

Precinct 3 has hired the 
engineering firm Klotz and 
Associates to conduct a study 
of 56 bridges throughout the 
precinct. In an initial report 
to Noack, Klotz and Associ-
ates estimated that most of 
the issues would be minor in 
nature, such as the need for 
improved signage.

About 40 percent of the 
issues at overpasses in the 
precinct would likely be con-
sidered moderate or severe, 
according to Klotz and 
Associates. 

The report identified several 

BRIEFS

Montgomery County Precinct 3 is conducting a study of 56 bridges to 
determine their structural integrity.
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bridges with moderate or 
severe issues along some of 
the major roads in the south 
Montgomery County area, 
including at three locations 
along Gosling Road, nine 
locations along Woodlands 
Parkway, 13 locations along 
Grogan’s Mill Road and seven 
locations along Sawdust Road. 

Noack said moderate to 
severe problems could include 
cracks in the pavement or 
exposed steel infrastructure. 

“None of the issues identi-
fied would be an immediate 
safety concern,” he said. “By 
addressing these issues, we 
can extend the life of some of 
these bridges.”

Precinct 3 will pay Klotz 
and Associates $40,000 to 
conduct the study, and any 
repairs would be paid for by 
the precinct as well, he said.

“This is really a mainte-
nance issue that we need to 
stay on top of,” Noack said.

1330 LAKE ROBBINS DR. STE. 360 • THE WOODLANDS, TX 77380
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The Largest Independent Investment Advisor
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“We Take Care of Your Air”

281-528-4947
BradburyBrothers.com

REPAIRS  • MAINTENANCE • INSTALLATIONS

YOUR AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING SPECIALISTS

“I taught my boys to take care of 
their customers like they would 

take care of their Mother!”

$50 OFF
REPAIRS

OF $200 OR MORE
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC. WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO 

BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS OR SPECIALS. 
EXPIRES 10/7/15. COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER. 

$59.00
A/C TUNE-UP

(REG. $89)
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC. PER SYSTEM.

 CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS 
OR SPECIALS. EXPIRES 10/7/15. 
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Update of Springwoods Village developments

Springwoods Village is anchored 
by the ExxonMobil and 
Southwestern Energy campuses, 
but other developments are 
starting to open in the master-
planned community. 

1  The 385-acre ExxonMobil 
campus has about 8,000 
employees working on-site. It 
will have the capacity to hold 
about 10,000 employees upon 
completion, which is scheduled 
by the end of 2015. 

2  Southwestern Energy’s 
headquarters—which houses 
1,500 employees across 580,000 
square feet of office space—was 
completed in December 2014 

3  Two neighborhoods— 
A  Harper Woods and B  Audubon 
Grove—are part of Springwoods 
Village’s first phase of residential 
development. About 26 of Harper 
Woods’ 88 projected homes are 
completed, while 36 of the 51 
homes in Audubon Grove are 
completed. Nearly 50 families 
have already moved into the 
neighborhoods. 

DEVELOPMENT HIGHLIGHTS
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EXXONMOBIL
CAMPUS

From the $250s-$600s
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936- 447-2805
Sounds like home.

Prices and availablity are subject to change without notice. 9/15 

Families can enjoy new homes in Spring including cul-de-sac and oversized homesites nestled amongst 
the trees. A convenient location minutes from the new ExxonMobil campus, world-class shopping, dining 

and entertainment makes this a perfect place to call home. 

OCTOBER 17-18

NOW PRE-SELLING! 
CastleRock Townhomes & Taylor Morrison

FALL DOOR 
TOUR
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12 NEW MODELS HOMES!
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Update of Springwoods Village developments

Compiled by Chris Shelton and Matt Stephens

4  A 128-room A  Residence 
Inn and 125-room B  Courtyard 
by Marriott are scheduled to 
be complete in September of 
this year and summer 2016, 
respectively.  

5  The Market at Springwoods 
Village—a retail center with 
300,000 square feet of retail and 
dining space—will break ground 
in early 2016. It will be anchored 
by a yet-to-be-named grocery 
store. 

6  CHI St. Luke’s continues 
work on a medical campus that 
will house a 55,000-square-foot 
ambulatory medical center and 
a 100,000-square-foot medical 
office building with space for more 
than 30 physicians. It is expected 
to be complete in January. 

7  The Belvedere Springwoods 
Village is the first multifamily 
development in the master-
planned community. Construction 
was completed in January on the 
339-unit complex. 
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sleep dream repeat

www.heartstrongsleep.com

Do You Suffer From:
• Hypertension • Snoring • Heart Disease • Daytime Sleepiness •

• Diabetes • Heart Disease • Abnormal Sleep Patterns • Insomnia •

• Frequent Night-time Urination • Obesity • COPD • Depression •

Heartstrong Sleep Center • Near Market Street
9450 Grogans Mill • Suite 150 • The Woodlands • 77380

Call 832.770.3200

You Deserve The Best Sleep Possible

Sleep    •    Dream    •    Repeat

Stop suffering... start sleeping

Do you suffer from:
Hypertension • snoring • heart disease 

daytime sleepiness • Diabetes

abnormal sleep patterns • insomnia

frequent night time urination• obesity 

copd • depression

WE SERVE ADULTS & PEDIATRIC – 3 YEARS AND OLDER

www.heartstrongsleep.com

heartstrong sleep center• near market street
9450 grogans mill • suite 150 • the woodlands • 77380
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4A

5

6

7



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com44 Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com44 

"Each child has infinite potential-- 
innate and unknown." 

Toru Kumon

Kumon of The 
Woodlands, Alden Bridge 

congratulates Jake 
Teall on his successful 

completion of the 
mathematics curriculum.

Kumon of The Woodlands, Alden Bridge
8021 Research Forest, Suite C The Woodlands, Texas  77382

(281) 353-6925
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Study: Conroe ISD ranked 8th in Texas
By Abigail Loop

Conroe ISD has been 
ranked eighth among large 
school districts in Texas for 
high overall school per-
formance after earning an 
A score in a recent study 
conducted by Children at 
Risk, a children’s research 
and advocacy group based in 
Texas.

Children at Risk conducts 
an annual ranking of Texas 
schools and districts and 
assigns each school and dis-
trict a letter grade. The grades 
range from A to F.

LaPorcha Carter, assis-
tant director of the Center 
for Social Measurement and 
Evaluation at Children at Risk, 
said the organization looks for 
certain indicators when deter-
mining which grade a school 
receives.

“For elementary and middle 
schools we look at student 
achievement, campus perfor-
mance and growth from year 
to year with test scores,” Car-
ter said. “For high schools we 
look at all of these things plus 
college readiness of students, 
such as how many students 
participate in SAT and ACT 
testing.”

Carter said factors for rat-
ing schools include advanced 
State of Texas Assessments 
of Academic Readiness test 
scores, high SAT, ACT and 

Advanced Placement test 
participation and scoring and 
identifying schools that meet 
or go above certain expecta-
tions based on the number 
of students at the school. 
Additional rating consider-
ations include the number of 
economically disadvantaged 
students as well. 

“Conroe ISD overall has 
high performance schools, so 
that’s why the district received 
an A,” Carter said. “They had a 
couple elementary schools that 
received an F rating, but a lot 
of factors play into that perfor-
mance. There’s not one thing 
you could point to. Both those 
schools did do worse than 
expected, but CISD schools as 
a whole performed better than 
expected.”

Carter said Austin and 
Houston elementary schools 
both received F scores. The 
reasons they scored poorly 
could have included testing 
data of the students for that 
year, the larger number of 
economically disadvantaged 
students and the limited 
growth in test scores from year 
to year at the campuses.

John Husbands, president 
of the CISD board of trustees, 
said the reason many of the 
district’s schools are rated 
highly in the study is because 
of the teachers and admin-
istrators who are doing their 

jobs well.
“The standing rule is to add 

somehow to each child each 
day—it’s constant improve-
ment,” Husbands said. “Value 
added every day to a child’s 
life is the reason why we are 
successful.”

Husbands said struggling 
students are offered specific 
training to address learning 
issues. Also, additional fund-
ing is given to schools with a 
higher rate of economically 
disadvantaged students.

CISD Superintendent Don 
Stockton said several steps 
could be taken to help strug-
gling students and provide 
support for economically 
disadvantaged students.

“First thing to do is analyze 
where students are struggling 
and why,” Stockton said. “Not 
all kids learn the same. We 
also provide support for all 
of our students. We use all 
assessment data to make for 
improvements.”

Stockton said he hopes to 
continue to be a top district 
while making individual 
schools even better.

“We can continue to 
improve in all areas, and 
we want to fill gaps and go 
to higher heights,” he said. 
“The ranking we received just 
confirms the hard work of our 
teachers and students, and 
we’re on the right track.” 
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Elementary, intermediate, middle and high schools in Conroe ISD 
were rated on school performance by Children at Risk, a research 
group in Texas, based on achievement and test scores. The 
combined scores of all schools ranked Conroe ISD as one of the 
top 10 large school districts in Texas.

Schools up for review

CONROE ISD RANKINGS
Elementary schools

INTERMEDIATE schools

Junior High Schools

HIGH SCHOOLS

rating 

rating

rating

rating

rating

rating

rating

rating

rating

rating

rating

rating

rating

rating 

rating 

rating 

rating 

rating 

rating

rating 

rating 

rating

rating

rating
rating 

rating 

Broadway Elementary 
Buckalew Elementary
Bush Elementary
David Elementary
Deretchin Elementary
Galatas Elementary
Giesinger Elementary
Powell Elementary
Ride Elementary
Tough Elementary

Collins Intermediate 
Mitchell Intermediate 

McCullough Junior High

The Woodlands High

York Junior High 

Caney Creek High 

Knox Junior High 

Oak Ridge High

Peet Junior High 

Irons Junior High 

Conroe High 

Washington Junior High 

Moorhead Junior High 

Houser Elementary 

A+

A+

A+

A+

B+

D+

A

A-

B-

A-

C

C+

D

C-

D

D-

F

A

A

A-

B+

B

B-

C+
B

B-

Snyder Elementary 
Vogel Elementary 
Wilkinson Elementary

Cox Intermediate 

Reaves Elementary
Hailey Elementary 
Wilkerson Elementary
Anderson Elementary
Lamar Elementary 
Oak Ridge Elementary 
Kaufman Elementary 

Armstrong Elementary
Glen Loch Elementary 
Rice Elementary 

Cryar Intermediate 

Bozman Intermediate
San Jacinto Elementary

Grangerland Intermediate 
Birnham Woods Elementary 
Ford Elementary 
Runyan Elementary 

San Jacinto Elementary 
Creighton Elementary 

Travis Intermediate 

Milam Elementary 

Austin Elementary
Houston Elementary 

Source: Children at Risk/Community Impact Newspaper
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Toys • books • Games

Now Open in the Indian Springs 
Village Center near HEB!

6777 Woodlands Parkway #325
The Woodlands 77382
Phone: 281-419-5143

Now Open in the Indian Springs Now Open in the Indian Springs Now Open in the Indian Springs Now Open in the Indian Springs Now Open in the Indian Springs Now Open in the Indian Springs Now Open in the Indian Springs Now Open in the Indian Springs Now Open in the Indian Springs Now Open in the Indian Springs Now Open in the Indian Springs Now Open in the Indian Springs Now Open in the Indian Springs Now Open in the Indian Springs Now Open in the Indian Springs Now Open in the Indian Springs Now Open in the Indian Springs Now Open in the Indian Springs Now Open in the Indian Springs Now Open in the Indian Springs Now Open in the Indian Springs Now Open in the Indian Springs Now Open in the Indian Springs Now Open in the Indian Springs Now Open in the Indian Springs Now Open in the Indian Springs 

back-To-School Workbooks

Welcome to a unique and comprehensive 
program for child care. We serve children 

6 weeks-old through Kindergarten. We use 
the Montessori method of education.

We have an enrichment program 
that includes art, music, language, 
motor development and creative 

dramatics for a comprehensive brain 
stimulation program. Extensive food 

program includes breakfast, lunch 
and snacks low in fat, salt, sugar, and 

high in fiber and protein.

AMS Certifi ed/Trained Teachers

(281) 298-2444
1000 Evergreen Circle, The Woodlands, TX 77380   •   www.greystonehouse.com

Education sponsor
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Make friends.

Earn Badges.

Visit Museums.

Launch rockets.

Race cars.

Take pictures.

Help people.

Play sports.

Build character.

Gain confi dence.

Grow better.

Camp out.

Work together.

Have fun.

ADVENTURE IS WAITING.
BUILD YOURS AT BEASCOUT.ORG.
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H
anna Rd.Todd St.

HOME OF

26447 Hanna Road, Oak Ridge North, 77385
swim@podaquatics.com • www.podaquatics.com

YOUTH:
Infant Aquatic Survival • Swim/Float/Swim 

Private Lessons • Learn to Swim
Group Lessons • Strokes Mechanics

 Competitive Team Training

ADULTS:
Private Lessons • Learn to Swim 

Masters Swim • Triathlon Training 
Aquatrend Aquatic Workout 

Private Training

INDOOR HEATED FACILITY • OPEN YEAR ROUND

PENN YYEEAARR RROORORROR UUUNNNDDD

Woodlands Infant Aquatics

Hours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., 
Sun 7 A.M. - 2 P.M
Hours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Hours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Hours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., 

127 Sawdust Road Suite A
Spring, Texas 77380

281-292-1133

1351 W. Davis Street
Conroe, Texas 77304

936-539-2050

Order Online at KolacheFactortyToGo.com

Buy 6  Kolaches 
& Get 6 Sausage & Cheese Free
One coupon per customer. Free kolache of  equal or less value. 
Cannot be combined with any other off er. Not valid for online 

ordering. 1 redemption per person per day.
 Off er expires 10/7/15. 

Original Coupon valid only, copies not accepted.

Buy 3 Kolaches 
& Get 3 Kolaches Free

One coupon per customer. Free kolache of  equal or less value. 
Cannot be combined with any other off er. Not valid for online 

ordering. 1 redemption per person per day.
 Off er expires 10/7/15. 

Original Coupon valid only, copies not accepted.

Coming Soon

Kolache Factory at 

Research Forest and Six Pines!
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Conroe ISD announces $487 million bond proposal
By Brian Walzel

Conroe ISD might soon add five 
new schools, four in the Oak Ridge 
High School feeder zone. The schools 
are planned after the CISD board of 
trustees voted to place a $487 million 
bond referendum with no tax increase 
included on the Nov. 3 election ballot. 

CISD had initially proposed a 
$511 million bond after studying the 
district’s facility needs. Superintendent 
Don Stockton suggested another $5 
million worth of upgrades, including 
10 new science classrooms at Knox 
Junior High School, a robotics lab at 
Caney Creek and College Park high 
schools, and technical programs at Oak 
Ridge and Caney Creek high schools. 

However, Stockton said the district 
has retained about $25 million in 
reserves from previous years’ budgets. 
That money will be used to fund proj-
ects allocated in the initial $511 million 
plan, bringing the amount the district 
is hoping to have approved by voters 

to $487 million, with the difference 
being allocated for inflation increases in 
school construction.

“If an elementary school costs $25 
million today, a year from now it will 
cost a little more,” Stockton said.

If the bond is approved by voters, the 
district will build another high school 
east of I-45 in south Montgomery 
County to accommodate that area’s 
growing population and alleviate over-
crowding at ORHS.

Additionally the district will build 
two elementary schools and an inter-
mediate school in the ORHS feeder 
zones as more large-scale residential 
neighborhoods are developed along the 
Rayford Road corridor. 

A new junior high school is also 
planned for the Conroe High School 
feeder zone while the district will com-
plete build-out at Stewart Elementary 
School. Stockton said Stewart Elemen-
tary was initially built to accommodate 
800 students. 

Stockton said results of a recent 
demographic study found CISD’s stu-
dent enrollment is expected to increase 
by as many as 1,700 students per year 
over the next five years. 

The new high school, which will be 
the fifth in CISD, is targeted to open in 
2018, Stockton said. The two elementary 
schools could open in 2017 while the 
intermediate school could open in 2018. 

“If the bond is approved by voters, 
the schools will all [open] within two 
to four years,” Stockton said. 

The ability to propose a $480-plus 
million bond without a tax increase is a 
result of the increased values of proper-
ties within CISD’s boundaries, he said.

CISD’s assessed property value is 
projected to increase by 10 percent in 
2016 over its 2015 assessed valuation, 
according to the district. 

Over the next three years, that value 
is expected to continue to increase by 
about 5 or 6 percent annually, Stockton 
said.
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Conroe ISD 2015  
bond proposal

Conroe ISD is seeking voter approval for a 
$487 million bond package as part of the 
Nov. 3 election.

Bond highlights:
• New high school in Oak Ridge High School 

feeder zone
• New intermediate school in ORHS feeder zone
• Two new elementary schools in ORHS feeder 

zone
• New junior high school in Conroe High School 

feeder zone
• Land purchases for future campuses
• 10 new science classrooms at Knox Junior 

High school

The bond proposal does not include a 
property tax rate increase.

Key dates:
Last day to register to vote: Oct. 5

Early voting: Oct. 19-24, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Oct. 
26-28, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Oct. 29-30, 7 a.m.-7 p.m.

Election Day: Nov. 3

Source: Conroe ISD/Community Impact Newspaper
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LoneStar.edu/Now

Open Doors

Start here. Transfer anywhere.
Lone Star College is a smart start for students who want 
to earn a 4-year degree.

2 years here + 2 years anywhere 
= BA for a fraction of the cost.
Plus LSC offers small classes, top-notch faculty and 
flexible schedules close to home.
 
Earn College Credit in High School.
Dual credit classes earn simultaneous high school 
and college credits, which transfer to Texas public 
universities and most out-of-state and private colleges.

No wonder students rated LSC #1 in Texas on 
RateMyProfessor.com.
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It’s not too late…
Register for Fall Late Start classes TODAY!

Education sponsor
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Accountability ratings
In the performance index accountability system, first implemented in 2012-13, ratings are as follows:

Met Standard (MS): met performance targets

Met Alternative Standard (MAS): met performance targets for charter operators and alternative education campuses

Improvement Required (IR): did not meet one or more performance targets

2014-15 Conroe ISD accountability rating MS

District scores by grade
2014-15 State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) passing results*

Grade 3 88% NSE

Grade 4 86% NSE

Grade 5 89% NSE

Grade 6 88% NSE

Grade 7 85% NSE

Grade 8 88% NSE

End of course,
all grades

 English I: 77%, English II: 79%, algebra I: 89%, biology: 96%, U.S. history: 97%
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2014-15 STAAR passing results by grade*
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1 Anderson MS 659 86% 90% NSE 80% NSE 78% 33, 39, 46, 47, 51

2 Armstrong MS 692 92% 87% NSE 64% NSE 62% 39, 47, 51

3 Austin IR 867 76% 74% NSE 60% NSE 48% 33, 46, 51

4 Birnham Woods MS 916 10% 93% NSE 92% NSE 83% 35, 48, 52

5 Broadway MS 968 14% 91% NSE 89% NSE 88% 35, 48, 52

6 Buckalew MS 689 2% 98% NSE 100% NSE 96% 38, 44, 53

7 Bush MS 684 10% 98% NSE 96% NSE 89% 38, 44, 53

8 Creighton MS 842 82% 76% NSE 71% NSE 68% 37, 45, 49

9 David MS 623 7% 95% NSE 99% NSE 97% 34, 43, 50

10 Ford MS 985 54% 86% NSE 83% NSE 72% 35, 48, 52

11 Galatas MS 656 3% 98% NSE 97% NSE 94% 38, 44, 53

12 Giesinger MS 494 28% 91% NSE 92% NSE 89% 36, 46, 51

13 Glen Loch MS 617 45% 85% NSE 84% NSE 75% 41, 44, 53

14 Hailey MS 718 41% 93% NSE 85% NSE 80% 41, 43, 50

15 Houser MS 832 56% 79% NSE 72% NSE 61% 40, 42, 52

16 Sam Houston MS 841 92% 65% NSE 62% NSE 53% 39, 47, 51

17 Kaufman MS 860 12% 89% NSE 93% NSE 87% 40, 42, 52

18 Lamar MS 707 30% 81% NSE 88% NSE 80% 41, 43, 50

19 Milam MS 809 81% 62% NSE 72% NSE 66% 37, 45, 49

20 Oak Ridge MS 560 37% 89% NSE 87% NSE 83% 40, 42, 52

21 Patterson MS 686 75% 88% NSE 85% NSE 74% 33, 46, 51

22 Powell MS 793 10% 98% NSE 95% NSE 94% 34, 43, 50

23 Reaves MS 683 72% 82% NSE 79% NSE 69% 36, 46, 51

24 Rice MS 664 67% 82% NSE 75% NSE 78% 36, 46, 51

25 Ride MS 557 11% 92% NSE 91% NSE 97% 34, 43, 50

26 Runyan MS 647 80% 89% NSE 75% NSE 67% 33, 46, 51

27 San Jacinto MS 722 72% 76% NSE 67% NSE 66% 37, 45, 49

28 Snyder MS 843 15% 92% NSE 93% NSE 85% 35, 48, 52

29 Wilkinson MS 610 35% 92% NSE 93% NSE 86% 33, 46, 51
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2014-15 STAAR passing results by grade*
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33 Bozman MS 746 65% 87% NSE 90% 82% NSE 46, 51

34 Collins MS 674 6% 95% NSE 94% 96% NSE 43, 50

35 Cox MS 1,093 18% 93% NSE 92% 92% NSE 48, 52

36 Cryar MS 606 53% 87% NSE 84% 82% NSE 46, 51

37 Grangerland MS 990 75% 75% NSE 83% 77% NSE 45, 49

38 Mitchell MS 1,208 5% 95% NSE 95% 96% NSE 44, 53

39 Travis MS 558 93% 81% NSE 65% 71% NSE 47, 51

40 Vogel MS 1,072 36% 87% NSE 88% 90% NSE 42, 52

41 Wilkerson MS 702 36% 83% NSE 78% 83% NSE 44, 53
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2014-15 STAAR passing results by grade*
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30 Deretchin MS 1,111 2% 97% NSE 98% NSE 94% 85% NSE 76% 100% NSE 44, 53

31 Stewart n/a 422 28% 84% NSE 79% NSE 76% 97% NSE 94% 96% NSE 46, 51

32 Tough MS 1,008 2% 97% NSE 97% NSE 95% 60% NSE 48% 96% NSE 44, 53

2014-15 statistics State District

Economically disadvantaged 59% 60%

English Language Learners (ELL) 18% 17%

Average annual salary of teachers $50,715 $49,692

Average starting salary of teachers** $50,000 $43,480
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2014-15 STAAR passing results by grade*
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42 Irons MS 1,102 33% 91% NSE 88% 89% NSE 86% 80% 52

43 Knox MS 1,252 16% 90% NSE 85% 93% NSE 89% 88% 50

44 McCullough MS 2,229 4% 94% NSE 93% 96% NSE 91% 94% 53

45 Moorhead MS 1,085 69% 69% NSE 68% 77% NSE 72% 66% 49

46 Peet MS 1,211 52% 77% NSE 66% 84% NSE 79% 67% 51

47 Washington MS 735 85% 68% NSE 65% 73% NSE 65% 64% 51

48 York MS 1,002 20% 87% NSE 79% 88% NSE 85% 79% 52
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2014-15 STAAR passing results by subject

End-of-course—all students
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49 Caney Creek MS 1,822 62% 67% 90% 52% 62% 94%

50 College Park MS 2,794 13% 91% 98% 89% 89% 99%

51 Conroe MS 3,480 56% 81% 93% 62% 62% 93%

52 Oak Ridge MS 3,637 22% 90% 99% 83% 82% 98%

53 The Woodlands MS 4,142 3% 94% 99% 93% 94% 99%

District and school targets
Results from the 2014-15 State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness, or 

STAAR, tests were released this summer. 
Community Impact Newspaper publishes STAAR results by campus and by district. 

The following charts show how students performed on the annual exams as well as 
district information, such as enrollment numbers and feeder school patterns.

In August districts and campuses received ratings of Met Standard, Met Alternative 
Standard or Improvement Required based on STAAR and end-of-course exam results 
from the 2014-15 school year and other indicators.

Sources: Texas Education Agency, Pearson Education Inc., 
Conroe ISD/Community Impact Newspaper

*Test results are all from the English version, first administrations of the 
spring 2015 STAAR and end-of-course exams. Results listed as NSE were 
not available as of press time; visit communityimpact.com for updates.

**Data is from 2013-14 school year. Data for 2014-15 will be available this fall.
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2015-16 CONROE ISD feeder pattern

2015-16 CONROE ISD school boundaries

2014-15 CONROE ISD student enrollment 56,250

Education sponsor
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K-6 AND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
BOUNDARIES

INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL 
BOUNDARIES

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL BOUNDARIES HIGH SCHOOL BOUNDARIES

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON SCHOOLS IN  
CONROE ISD,      

VISIT WWW.CONROEISD.NET
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LIVEBONTERRA.COM

HOMES FROM THE MID $200S - MID $400S

Tour 9 Model Homes

Contact: Our Internet Home Consultant Team, 
at 281.780.4652 or HoustonOnline@TaylorMorrison.com

AN INSPIRED LIVING
EXPERIENCE FROM

Offer void where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. All information (including, but not limited to prices, availability, incentives,
floor plans, site plans, features, standards and options, assessments and fees, planned amenities, programs, conceptual artists’ ren-
derings and community development plans) is not guaranteed and remains subject to change or delay without notice. Maps and
plans are not to scale and all dimensions are approximate. Photos and descriptions of any planned improvements, features or ameni-
ties are not an actual representation and are for illustration purposes only that remain subject to change. This material shall not con-
stitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. At least one resident of household must be 55 or
better, and additional restrictions apply. Some residents may be younger than 55 and no one under 19 in permanent residency.
Please see a Taylor Morrison Sales Associate for details and visit www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. 
© Sept. 2015, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

With gorgeous rolling hills, inspiring
amenities and activities designed for
intrepid men and women 55 and greater,
Bonterra is the perfect home for those
who live life to the fullest. Make your
move to Bonterra at Woodforest.

I am
I AM  >  61

carefree

8 Lumineers 
for $5,995!
Regular cash price is $11,995.

Available to the first 7 patients who
contact us from this ad.

Good for 30 days.

You want to know that your family is secure, no matter what the state of the economy is. You want the depth of your experience to catch on with your 
children—and theirs. The Private Bank takes a personal interest in making sure there’s continuity to the goals and values that got you to where you 
are today. Our experienced professionals are committed to evolving a portfolio that refl ects your needs, so that you can focus on shaping your legacy 
for generations to come. To start a new kind of conversation, visit wfconversations.com or contact:

Je� rey H. Shipley, Regional Managing Director  |  281-681-4140  |  je� rey.h.shipley@wellsfargo.com

Make sure your 
values are catching on.

Wells Fargo Private Bank provides products and services through Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. and its various affi  liates and subsidiaries. Brokerage services are available through Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC (member SIPC), a registered broker-dealer and separate 
non-bank affi  liate of Wells Fargo & Company. Insurance products are available through insurance subsidiaries of Wells Fargo & Company and underwritten by non-affi  liated Insurance Companies. Not available in all states. ©  Wells Fargo Bank N.A. Member 
FDIC. NMLSR ID 

W E L L S  F A R G O
P R I V A T E  B A N K

Wealth Planning

Investments

Trust Services

Lending Solutions

Cash Management

Insurance
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T he Conroe ISD Edu-
cation Foundation has 
been providing schol-

arships to both students and 
educators in the district since 
2001. The foundation is funded 
by donations with a mission to 
enrich the teaching field. Maris 
Blair, executive director of the 
foundation, said the orga-
nization has focused on this 
mission by shifting attention to 
more administrative and edu-
cator scholarships.  This year 
it has seen an increase in both 
fundraising and scholarship 
recipients.

“We focused more on educa-
tor scholarships this year and 

almost doubled the amount 
we gave out,” Blair said. “This 
is for people who aren’t just 
in a classroom. It can be for 
degreed [information technol-
ogy] people in the district or 
any degreed administrative 
personnel who are trying to 
get an advanced degree like a 
master’s or a doctorate.”

In 2015, the foundation 
awarded 66 $1,000 educator 
scholarships while 15 student 
scholarships—ranging from 
$500 to $1,200—were distrib-
uted. 

Blair said the amount of 
the educator scholarship has 
increased to $1,000 from 

$500 in 2014. To qualify 
for a scholarship from the 
CISD Education Foundation, 
district students must plan to 
enter the education field. 

Since 2007 scholarship 
recipients are invited to an 
annual breakfast during which 
the scholarships are awarded. 

“The breakfast is our 
primary event, and it grows 
every year and this year was 
record-breaking,” Blair said. 

She said this year’s breakfast 
raised more than $190,000 and 
included about 580 people. 

Foundation board member 
Paula McDonald said the 
scholarships create an easier 

Conroe ISD Education 
Foundation
Organization supports student, teacher education
By Abigail Loop

path for students and admin-
istrators to enter the education 
workforce.

“I am a former teacher and, 
of course, anything to help 
student education and teachers 
education is so important,” 
McDonald said. “Being a 
teacher is one of the most 
important jobs in Texas.”

McDonald said graduating 
CISD seniors can apply for 
scholarships at their school 

counselor’s office. CISD edu-
cators and administrators can 
apply for scholarships online 
and are notified through 
email of any current scholar-
ship applications. Since the 
organization started, more 
than $300,000 in scholarships 
have been pledged to CISD 
students, and more than 100 
continuing education schol-
arships have been awarded to 
CISD educators.

The Conroe ISD Education Foundation awarded 66 $1,000 scholarships to 
district educators this year. 
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WWW.JOHNCOOPER.ORG  ONE JOHN COOPER DRIVE, THE WOODLANDS, TEXAS 77381 • 281.367.0900

Established in 1988, The John Cooper School is a recognized leader in PK-12 college preparatory independent school education. 
Cooper combines traditional educational practices with innovative programs to teach students 

to think, analyze, create and take responsibility for their world.

LSC- University Center  •  3232 College Drive •  The Woodlands, TX 77384 
936-273-7628 • www.ollusa.edu/TheWoodlands

Our Lady of the Lake University gives you scheduling options 
to complete your undergraduate or 

graduate degree on the weekends and reach your career goals.

TAKE YOUR CAREER TO THE NEXT LEVEL
Earn a degree on weekends in The Woodlands
BACHELOR’S • MASTER’S • DOCTORAL

ATTEND ONE OF OUR FREE 
INFORMATION SESSIONS

Saturday, Sept. 19 • Noon
Saturday, Oct. 10 • Noon

Sign up online at 
www.ollusa.edu/InfoSession

Education sponsor
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Competition at Northshore Park. This 
event is held during intermission for the 
evening’s Arts in the Park concert. Chalk 
and supplies are provided for parties 
interested in the competition. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Northshore Park, 2505 Lake 
Woodlands Drive, The Woodlands.  
281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

21 Sensory Friendly Day
The Woodlands Children’s 

Museum hosts children age 7 and 
under with autism spectrum disorder 
and sensory processing differences. 
Attendees can visit exhibits, 
participate in hands-on activities 
and express themselves through 
art projects. Each child receives a 
goodie bag and take-home activities. 
10 a.m. $5 (ages 2-7), free (under 2). 
The Woodlands Children’s Museum, 
4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 
280, The Woodlands. 281-465-0955. 
woodlandschildrensmuseum.org 

24 NHA golf tournament
The North Houston 

Association presents its 21st annual 
golf tournament at the Kingwood 
Country Club. Following networking, 
registration and golf, participants enjoy 
a barbecue dinner along with a raffle 

September

 12            Arts in the Park
Singer-Songwriter Wayne Watson 

performs with The Woodlands Symphony 
Orchestra at Rob Fleming Park as part of 
the Arts in the Park series. Local vendors 
sell original artwork. There will be a kids 
zone with bounce houses and bingo and 
concession stands. 3 p.m. Free. Rob 
Fleming Park, 6055 Creekside Forest 
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

12 T-shirt painting contest         
The Woodlands CrawPHish 

Festival hosts a T-shirt painting contest 
for students between the ages of 5 and 
12 at Painting with a Twist. Three local 
judges determine the winner, whose 
design will be placed on the 2016 
Woodlands CrawPHish festival T-shirt 
and sold at the event. 11 a.m. Free. 
Painting with a Twist, 570 Sawdust 
Road, The Woodlands. 281-465-4995. 
woodlandschamber.org 

13 National Grandparents Day 
celebration

Grandparents receive free admission 
to The Woodlands Children’s 
Museum in celebration of National 
Grandparents Day. Two grandparents 
per family are admitted to experience 
the exhibits at the museum. 10 a.m. 
Free (grandparents), $5 (daily pass). 
The Woodlands Children’s Museum, 
4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 
280, The Woodlands. 281-465-0955.                                  
wwww.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

19 Community safety expo
The Woodlands Township 

Neighborhood Watch hosts National 
Night Out Community Safety Expo 
at Northshore Park. Participants 
can thank first responders, try on 
police S.W.A.T. and firefighter gear, 
watch K–9 demonstrations and meet 
Texas Rangers. Activities for children 
include face painting, a bounce 
house and arts and crafts. Noon 
to 3 p.m. Free. Northshore Park, 
2505 Lake Woodlands Drive, The 
Woodlands. 281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/
neighborhoodwatch

20 Sidewalk chalk contest
The Woodlands Township hosts 

the fifth annual Family Sidewalk Chalk 
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PCI Ranch gala
The seventh annual Diamonds and Denim Gala benefits the Panther 
Creek Inspiration Ranch, a nonprofit organization that provides equine 

therapy to children and adults with disabilities. The event features a live and silent 
auction, dinner, live music, a cocktail reception and country store. At this year’s 
event, PCI Ranch honors significant contributors Anadarko Petroleum Corporation 
and the Boyce family. Last year’s gala raised more than $470,000 for the equine 
therapy facility. 6 p.m. $150. The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel and 
Convention Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands.  
281-719-9322. www.pciranch.com
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FEATURED Event

and silent auction. 12:30 p.m. $300 
(individual player), $1,200 (one team 
with sponsor). The Clubs at Kingwood, 
1700 Lake Kingwood Trail, Kingwood.                
281-875-0660. www.north-houston.com      

26 Prescription drug disposal 
event

The Drug Enforcement Administration 
and the Montgomery County Sheriff’s 
Office District 6 host the National 
Prescription Take-Back Day. Residents 
can bring dangerous expired, unused 
and unwanted prescription drugs to the 
drop-off site at The Woodlands Township 
Town Hall front parking lot.10 a.m.-2p.m. 
Free. The Woodlands Township Town 
Hall, 2801 Technology Forest Blvd., The 
Woodlands. 281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

27 Dragon Boat Team 
Challenge

The South Montgomery County YMCA 
hosts the annual team challenge at 
Northshore Park. Teams of at least 20 
members race in dragon-headed boats 
across Lake Woodlands. Proceeds 
from the event benefit YMCA outreach 
programs. $750 per team. Northshore 
Park, 2505 Lake Woodlands Drive, 
The Woodlands. 8 a.m. 281-681-6730. 
www.ymcadragonboat.org
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SAVE
BIG
IN SPRING

Stop by our office 
for a free auto quote 
and see how much 

you could save.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are 
not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a 
registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance 
Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. 
Subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2014. © 2014 GEICO

713-224-3426 
1403 Spring Cypress Road

Spring, TX  



The Woodlands Edition • September 2015 53

Compiled by Christopher Shelton and Brian Walzel

Craft beer festival
CrowdSource hosts the 
fourth annual Untapped 

Festival, which features more than 275 
craft beers. The festival features nine 
Houston breweries and music by Cold 
War Kids, Fat Tony and Sarah Jaffe, 
among others. 2:30 p.m. $26 (General 
admission), $33 (beer package), $55 
(preferred tasting). Discovery Green. 1500 
McKinney St., Houston. 713-400-7336.    
www.untapped-festival.com
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Worth the TRIP

Sponsored by

Find more or submit The 
Woodlands events at 
communityimpact.com/wdl

To have The Woodlands events 
considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by 
the fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

30 Halloween for tweens
The South Montgomery 

County Friends of the Library hosts a 
tween Halloween charm or zipper pull at 
the South Montgomery County Regional 
Library. Children between the ages of 
9 and 12 are invited to create their own 
Halloween charm or zipper pull out of 
polymer clay. Registration is required. 
4:30-6:30 p.m. Free. South Montgomery 
County Regional Library,  2101 Lake 
Robbins Drive, The Woodlands.        
936-442-7727. www.countylibrary.org  

October

02 International Friends of 
The Woodlands

The International Friends of The 
Woodlands–a nondenominational 
social group for people who have lived 
abroad, for those who like to travel and/
or are interested in foreign countries– 
meets at Sts. Simon and Jude Catholic 
Parish. Members discuss international 
plans and hold a potluck breakfast. 
9:30 a.m. Free. Sts. Simon and Jude 
Catholic Parish, 26777 Glen Loch 
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-362-8730.            
www.friends.ms11.net  

03 Fall fine arts show
Market Street Arts Show 

presents The Woodlands Fall Fine 
Arts Show event The show features 
paintings, photography, jewelry, 
metal works, sculptures, digital art, 
mixed media and other works of art. 
The art show also hosts live artist 
demonstrations and music. 10 a.m. 
Free. Central Park, 9595 Six Pines 
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-419-4774. 
marketstreet-thewoodlands.com 

03 and 4   
Creekside Campout

Families in The Woodlands can attend 
the eighth annual overnight event 
at Rob Fleming Park. Participants 
camp in the park and enjoy dinner, 
breakfast and snacks. Noon (Oct. 3), 
9 a.m. (Oct. 4). $135 (family of four), 
$145 (non resident family of four). Rob 
Fleming Park, 6055 Creekside Forest 
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-210-3950.                                  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

03 CASA Superhero Run
CASA, a nonprofit organization 

that promotes volunteer advocacy 
for abused and neglected children in 
Montgomery County, presents its sixth 
annual fundraiser at The Woodlands 
Christian Academy. The race runs 
through W.G. Jones State Forest. The 
Race Village is also featured, which 
has engaging activities for children 
and sponsor tents. Attendees can 
dress up as their favorite superhero 
and participate in the 5K, 10K or kid’s 
fun run. 8 a.m. $15 (kid’s fun run), 
$30 (5K), $40 (10K). The Woodlands 
Christian Academy, 5800 Alden Woods 
Drive, The Woodlands. 800-628-3233.               
www.casaforchildren.org
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SHBDevelopment.com 

2219 Sawdust Rd
The Woodlands, TX  77380

32731 Egypt Lane
Magnolia, TX  77354

(832) 772-6866

Buy Or Lease Your
Brand New Off ice

SHB Development  •  2219 Sawdust Road, Suite 105
The Woodlands, TX 77380

Next To The Woodlands

Single-story with private front door entrance
and surface parking
Each unit includes 3-4 offices, conference room,
kitchen, restroom and reception
1200 – 4900 sq ft availableFE

AT
U

R
ES

We provide counsel 
and expertise on:
•  Probate, Estate Administration 
    and Trust administration

•  Drafting Wills, Trusts and 
    Disability Planning Documents

•  Estate, Trust and Charitable Planning

•  Business Planning and Exit Strategies

• Asset Protection Planning

•  Estate and Trust Litigation

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 200 - The Woodlands, TX 77380 
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

 Steven J. Clausen 
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

*

*

Who do you turn to when you have an estate,
business or tax issue? 

You turn to the expert who has handled these complex 
issues for over twenty-fi ve years as a large fi rm partner 

and as the owner of a boutique fi rm.

Join Lovable Mascot of The Woodlands, Puffy Pine Cone®
   

NEW LOCATION!

NEW LOCATION!

Saturday, September 26, 2015
10 am – 2 pm
at a new location

TOWN GrEEN PArk
Lake Robbins Dr.
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 Wide Selection of Free Wildflower Seeds
 Free Inflatable Rides and Music
 Free Petting Zoo and Strolling Entertainers 
 Special guest appearances from Puffy Pine Cone
 and mascot friends from 11 am – 12 noon
 Nature-related Exhibitor Booths
 Free Gifts for the Children (while supplies last)
 Official Tee Shirt & Poster for Sale -
 Proceeds benefit The Woodlands Lions Club
 Food Trucks Available

Sponsored by:

For more information,
call 281-719-6333

www.thewoodlands.com

The Woodlands
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The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

2005 Lake Robbins Drive, 
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

September
 10 Music of the Americas with the 
  Houston Symphony, 8 p.m.

 22 Rick Springfield with Loverboy  
  and The Romantics, 7 p.m.

October 
 01  Houston Ballet, 8 p.m.
 08 Counting Crows with Citizen  
  Cope and Hollis Brown, 7 p.m.

Dosey Doe Music Cafe

463 FM 1488, Conroe 
936-271-2171
www.doseydoe.com
 
September  
 10  Brian Kalinec with Annalise  
  Emerik and Jesse Terry,  
  8:30 p.m.
 11  Mark Jones, 8:30 p.m.
 12  Rhett Butler, 8:30 p.m.
 17  Paper Moon Shiners, 8:30 p.m.
 18  Guitar Shorty, 8:30 p.m.
 19  Mike Zito with Curse and the  
  Cure, 7:30 p.m.
 23  Cody Bryant Band, 8:30 p.m.
 24 Coco Montoya, 8:30 p.m.
 25  Ray Wylie Hubbard, 8:30 p.m.
 26  Wade Hayes, 8:30 p.m.
 27  The Homestead, 7:30 p.m.
 29  Scott Mulvahill, 7:30 p.m.
 30  Stephanie Urbina Jones, 8 p.m.

October
 01  Devil’s Hollow, 8:30 p.m.
 02  Deryl Dodd, 8:30 p.m.
 03  Kim Simmonds and Savoy  
  Brown with Blackfoot Gypsies,  
  7:30 p.m.

Dosey Doe Big Barn 

25911 I-45 N., The Woodlands 
281-367-3774
www.doseydoe.com

September
 11  Johnny Rodriguez, 8:30, p.m.
 12  The Weight, 8:30 p.m.
 17  Tuck and Patti, 8:30 p.m.

LIVE MUSIC CALENDAR
Live music in and around The Woodlands Compiled by Christopher Shelton

 18  Restless Heart, 8:30 p.m.
 19  Travis Tritt, 8:30 p.m.

 25  John Conlee, 8:30 p.m.
 26  Strunz and Farrah, 8:30 p.m.
 27  Judy Collins, 4 and 7:30 p.m.

October
 02  Clay Shelburn, 8:30 p.m. 
 03  Alex English with Josh   
  Langston, 8:30 p.m.

Main Street Crossing

111 W. Main St. , Tomball 
281-290-0431
www.mainstreetcrossing.com  

September
 09  Sean McConnell, 8 p.m.
 10  The Chubby Knuckle Choir,  
  8 p.m.
 11  Trace Bundy, 8 p.m.
 12  Kraig Parker with The Royal  
  Tribute Band, 8 p.m.
 15  Stoney LaRue, 8 p.m.
 16  Micky and the Motorcars with  
  Micky and Gary Braun, 8 p.m.
 18  Ruthie Foster and the Family  
  Band, 8 p.m.
 19  Shake Russell with Michael  
  Hearne, 8 p.m.
 23  Jason Cassidy with Jake  

  Worthington, 8 p.m.
 24  Susan Gibson with Shellee  
  Coley, 8 p.m.
 25  The Fab 5, 8 p.m.
 26  Hamilton Loomis, 8 p.m.
 30  Mike and the Moonpies, 8 p.m.

October
 01  Shinyribs, 8 p.m.
 02  BJ Thomas Band, 8 p.m.
 07  Charlie Robinson, 8 p.m.

GenuWine Tasting Room

6503 FM 1488, Magnolia 
832-934-2675 
www.mygenuwine.com
All shows start at 7:30 p.m.

September
 09  Lindsay Schultz
 10  Kelsey Mae
 11  Alva Sim
 12  Jenn Harris
 16  London Lawhon
 17  Dustin Prinz

 19  JP Kendrick
 23  Damon
 24  Duane Dulane
 25  Keeton Coffman
 26  Scott Haskins 
 30  Josh Galvan

 Van Halen
Rock and Roll Hall of Farmers Van Halen bring four decades worth 
of classic rock hits to the Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion. Led 

by vocalist David Lee Roth, and featuring guitarist Eddie Van Halen, bassist 
Wolfgang Van Halen and drummer Alex Van Halen, Van Halen has sold more than 
80 million albums. The latest release, “Live at the Tokyo Dome,” was released 
in April. Kenny Wayne Shepherd is the opening act for the concert. 7:30 p.m. 
$35-$150. The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion, 2005 Lake Woodlands Drive, The 
Woodlands. 281-363-3100. www.woodlandscenter.org
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FEATURED Event

 18  Girl Friday

 24  Nicholas David from “The  
   Voice,” 8:30 p.m.

 17  Lenny Kravitz, 7:30 p.m.
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Brunch is served from 10am- 2pm 
Saturday-Sunday. 

Lake Robbins Drive

The Woodlands Mall
N

W
at

er
w

ay
 A

ve

W
oo

dl
oc

h 
Fo

re
st

 D
r

The Woodlands
1501 Lake Robbins Drive #110

The Woodlands, TX 77380

Located at the Waterway Square 
 

Tel: 832.246.8884

Visit us online at www.thecheesecourse.com
© 2015 The Cheese Course Franchising, LLC. All rights reserved.

I n addition to being an avid golfer, 
city of Shenandoah’s Position 3 
City Council member, Darrell 

Frazier has always held an interest in 
airplanes. He earned his pilot’s license 
when he was 17 years old, flew pro-
fessionally in the ’80s and went on to 
work as an air traffic controller at the 
Enroute Center of Air Traffic Control 
in Houston. He even built his own 
experimental fixed-wing single engine 
airplane.

“I grew up in the birthplace of 
aviation—Dayton, Ohio,—so when an 
airplane goes overhead, I look up and 
always have,” he said.

Frazier and his wife, Kay, have lived 
in Shenandoah for 29 years. When he 
retired in 2008, he decided it was time to 
serve his hometown. Frazier was elected 
to the Shenandoah City Council in 2009 
and is now serving his fourth two-year 
term. 

“After retiring from air traffic control, 

I had the time and wanted to give back 
to the community, along with trying 
something different,” he said.

Frazier said he was interested in fol-
lowing through with city leaders’ plan 
to connect the city with sidewalks. He 
also made it easier to gain insight into 
the activities of City Hall by making 
the council agendas and city budget 
information readily available online.

He said satisfying moments of serv-
ing on the council are the resident reac-
tions to completed projects, such as the 
pathways and parks. His role requires 
that he make the best possible decisions 
that benefit all residents, he said.

“This cannot happen as an ‘I,’” he 
said. “It is a ‘we’: the City Council. You 
try to provide the best services to the 
people you represent for the best pos-
sible price. I feel that is happening. We 
try to provide our residents with the 
best customer service possible.”

Frazier said he has witnessed a 

significant amount of growth in the 
past 10 years even as Shenandoah’s 
property tax rate has plummeted.

“If there was not [the] foresight of 
previous councils and the commercial 
growth, Shenandoah would not be the 
sought-after place to live, and the ben-
efits that we have would be at a much 
steeper price,” he said. “Twenty-nine 
years ago, the frontage road at the 
Shenandoah Drive entrance was a two-
lane, two-way road. Look at us now.”

Shenandoah Mayor Garry Watts 
said Frazier’s accomplishments include 

making sure the needs of the entire 
population are represented. Frazier 
created a transportation program for 
seniors and the Shenandoah Resident 
Scholarship, which gives high school 
seniors special opportunities to apply 
for scholarship funds.

“It’s been said that a politician is 
planning for the next election, but an 
ambassador is planning for the next 
generation,” Watts said. “Darrell has 
been an outstanding ambassador, put-
ting vision and the future of the city of 
Shenandoah first and foremost.”

Darrell Frazier
Shenandoah mayor pro tem gives back 
to his community

NOTABLE

Darrell Frazier was first elected to the Shenandoah City Council in 2009. 
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By Julie Butterfield

Natalie Grant
Contemporary Christian

singer-songwriter

Assisting victims of poverty,
homelessness, abuse, neglect

& human trafficking since 1924

ReachingGenerations

Gala
&Auction

Friday, October 2, 2015

ArmsofHope.org

Hyatt Regency -
Downtown Houston

Limited seating is available.  Register online today!

featuring

Life Happens.
SERVICES

• Pregnancy testing
• Ultrasounds

• Options counseling
• STD/HIV screening for 

women & men
• Well-woman exams

• Classes and support groups
• Education program

No cost & confi dential

Spring/Woodlands: 281-367-1518 | 26464 I-45 N | Spring, TX | 77386
Conroe: 936-441-6442| | 115 N. San Jacinto | Conroe, TX | 77301

WWW.PACN.ORG
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John Husbands
President, Conroe ISD board of trustees
By Carrie Taylor 

Born and raised in Conroe, John 
Husbands has only lived outside of the 
city and Conroe ISD for four years—
the time he spent at the University 
of Texas in Austin while earning a 
bachelor’s degree in business.

Husbands graduated from Con-
roe High School in 1978 and began 
working in the financial and insur-
ance industries in 1985. He serves as 
vice president and partner at Soules 
Insurance Agency Inc. in Conroe. 

CISD is a family affair for 

Husbands—his wife and three daugh-
ters also attended Conroe schools.

However, he said his involvement in 
the district and area youth-oriented 
organizations—from Montgomery 
County Youth Services to Young 
Life—had more to do with service 
than giving his daughters a “leg up.”

“It’s my way of giving back,” he 
said. “It’s all about the kids to me. 
I don’t have kids anywhere in the 
district anymore. I’m just for all of the 
kids—all 58,000.”

PEOPLE

What motivated you to run for 
a position on the CISD board of 
trustees?

A close friend, Bob Rabuck, ran for 
and served on the school board. He 
told me when I was 15, ‘John, if you 
have a chance to serve on the school 
board, you should do it.’ 

I had a lot of faith in him and 
knew he was wise. He was a Young 
Life volunteer leader and commit-
ted a lot of his time—along with his 
wife—to children, so I knew that it 
was possible for me to do the same. 
He told me it was the ultimate service 
to children, so I decided to do that a 
long time ago.

When the time was right for me, 
I decided to run. It wasn’t when I 
wasn’t happy with the district or my 
children weren’t succeeding. I was 
very content with the district and just 
wanted to give back.

What areas do you focus your 
attention on the most?

I am not a teacher so my only way 

to give back is to support those that 
do [teach]. Not only can I go to a 
choir concert and a band concert or 
a football game and show them that 
we care and want them to succeed 
in all aspects, but I can also support 
the teachers and give them the tools 
necessary to teach the children [along 
with] quality facilities so they enjoy 
being at school. It’s not so that they 
have the best of everything, but that 
they have no limitations and nothing 
is in their way. 

Why is it important for voters 
to approve the November bond 
referendum?

CISD is a fast-growth district. We 
average 1,500 to 1,700 new students 
a year. If all of those were elemen-
tary students, that would be two ele-
mentary [schools] a year. Of course 
there are some [older kids], but the 
growth is there so we have to build 
the schools to keep up with them. 
The voters need to [approve the 
bond] because good facilities play 

an integral part in the kids having a 
safe and conducive learning envi-
ronment. We can’t control growth, 
we can’t stop growth. All we can do 
is manage it.

What challenges does the 
district face when dealing with 
rapid growth?

We have an awesome community 
and a very blended and diversified 
tax base. Unlike some fast-growth 
school districts, we are not strictly 
residential—we have great industry. 
We realize our school district contin-
ues to grow, and sometimes it’s hard 
to make sure everybody understands 
it is real growth. We are spending 
more money every year, but when 
we are spending more money we are 
growing—we are building another 
building, hiring more teachers. It’s 
not just an increase in the cost of 
doing business. So it’s always a chal-
lenge to blend what’s best for children 
and what’s best for taxpayers. 

Who was an educator who made 
the biggest influence on you?

I moved here during Christmas of  
’69. I was in fifth grade and started 
at Washington Intermediate. Conroe 
was a much smaller town then. 

My first teacher was Imogene 
Giesinger, and she just absolutely did 
her part in making me feel a part of 
the community and welcome. She 
was my teacher that made a differ-
ence, so of course I’m very glad she’s 
honored in having a school named 
after her. 

Why is it important to you to 
invest time in students and local 
youth? 

[Kids] are our future. It is cheaper 
to educate them than it is to incarcer-
ate them. And what I mean by that is 
children don’t go bad. If they [make 
bad choices] they are either led that 
way or left to drift. 

It takes a village to raise them, and 
it takes every single responsible adult. 
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Close to home.
Opening soon in
The Woodlands.

Classes beginning
January 19.

LoneStar.edu/Creekside-CenterFind out more at



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com58

Be there. Be fabulous!
Bene�ting iGoPink & �e Breast Cancer

Charities of America

�ursday September 24, 2015 
�e Woodlands Waterway Marriott 

5:30 - 9:00 PM

To purchase tickets go to winewomenandshoes.com/houston • For more information please call 936.231.8460

PRESENTING SPONSOR
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T he Viennese iced moccacino, 
made with espresso, Ghirar-
delli white frappe powder and 

a scoop of ice cream, can be made 
with indulgences like whipped cream 
and whole milk. Coffeeshop Com-
pany General Manager Mike Weenig 
said it can also be prepared guilt-free.

“You can order it with almond or 
soy milk, 1 percent milk and lac-
tose-free,” he said. “All of our milk 
products are grass-fed, organic.”

The coffee shop also serves sand-
wiches and breakfast items.

“All of our baked goods are made 
at a German bakery out of Houston, 
from our muffins to our Danishes to 
strudels,” Weenig said. 

The cafe chain, which has more 
than 300 stores in 29 countries, 
opened its first U.S. location in The 
Woodlands on July 10. Weenig said 
the cafe environment is designed to 
offer a welcoming environment. 

“We want people to be here as long 
as they want to be,” he said.

A ll 10 Houston-area Whole 
Foods Market Brewing 
Company facilities tapped 

the Post Oak pale ale kegs simulta-
neously Aug. 8 to mark the unveiling 
of Whole Foods brewmaster Dave 
Ohmer’s latest ale. 

Bartender Sean Ansley said the 
hops used in the golden ale create an 
aromatic beer with a crisp finish.

“It’s a nice light profile—very floral 
aromatic hops,” Ansley said. 

Ohmer said he used a combination 
of Centennial and Citra brand hops.

 “I wanted to build a classic flavor 
into the pale ale with the Centennial, 
but used the Citra to really make the 
aroma pop,” he said.

Ansley said the beer will be a hit.
“I can see this beer being very 

popular because of most pale ales 
being very hoppy, and this beer tests 
the boundaries between pale ale and 
[India pale ale],” he said. “This is 
what I look for in a pale ale—the nice 
clean, crisp finish.”

Viennese Iced Moccacino
Coffeeshop Company

Post Oak Pale Ale 
Whole Foods Market The Woodlands

DRINKS 

Coffeeshop Company Whole Foods Market 

Woodlands Pkwy. 

45
Lake Woodlands Dr. 

G
ro

g
an’s M
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H

ughes Landing Blvd. 

26819 I-45 S., The Woodlands 
832-616-3944
www.coffeeshopcompany.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-9 p.m., Sat. 8 
a.m.-8 p.m., Sun. 8 a.m.-7 p.m.

1925 Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 100, 
The Woodlands
832-246-5600
www.wholefoodsmarket.com
Hours: Mon.-Sun. 8 a.m.-10 p.m.

The Viennese iced moccacino comes in regular 
size ($4.40) and large ($4.95).

Whole Foods Market The Woodlands unveiled 
Post Oak pale ale Aug. 8.
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By Julie Butterfield By Julie Butterfield

Get Connected.
Find Connected in your mailbox October 22.Find 

Connected
A GUIDE TO THE WOODLANDS 2015-16

44  VOLUNTEER GUIDE

40  PARKS

22  EVENTS 

This one-of-a-kind, annual publication provides detailed guides 
to The Woodlands’ restaurants, shops, parks, annual events, 

education, history, transportation, real estate and more.

Mailed directly to 80,677
homes, apartments and businesses in The Woodlands

For advertising information 
email wdlads@communityimpact.com 

or call 281-469-6181
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ibtx.com

The Woodlands 
2829 Technology Forest Blvd Ste. 120 
713.600.8960

11 Houston Locations Now Open

Native TexanNative TexanNative Texan

LICENSE #104849

281 528 1315
www.villagewoodlands.com

2323 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands, TX 77380

      e’re pleased to have residents like Dr. Earl Ellis 
… living life to the fullest on their own terms, 
staying active and engaged. Bring your family 

for a private tour. We’re close to shopping, 
dining and entertainment, surrounded by 

walking trails and the scenic natural 
beauty of  The Woodlands.

W

Dr. Earl Ellis, Resident,
The Village at The Woodlands Waterway

My perfect day is to do some reading, 
enjoy happy hour with my friends, manage 
my investments, watch TV with my wife 

and jump on the trolley to town.

INDEPENDENT LIVING     ASSISTED LIVING     ALZHEIMER’S /  DEMENTIA CARE          

Fix it for good & save hundreds!

One tough LED!
• 5 year warrenty
• Dimmable
• Instant-on
• Bulbs, floods  

& tubes
• Satisfaction  

guaranteed

Call (832) 632-8675 today 
for a free demo and home assessment. 

25702 Aldine Westfield Rd, #702, Spring, TX
www.emergyhome.com
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The Woodlands 
area from above

M ore than halfway through the year, The 
Woodlands and south Montgomery County 
have experienced yet another period of 

sustained and substantial growth. Growth factors 
include infrastructure, population and commercial 
development.

The year has so far seen a succession of openings in 
The Woodlands’ newest mixed-development project, 
Hughes Landing. It has also seen substantial prog-
ress on the Grand Parkway transportation project. 
The segment stretching from Hwy. 290 to Hwy. 59 is 
on track to open by the end of the year, according to 
Zachry-Odebrecht Parkway Builders, the construction 
company in charge of the project.

Meanwhile, The Woodlands Town Center contin-
ues to be the focus of modern architectural designs. 
Examples include The Westin The Woodlands Hotel 
on The Woodlands Waterway, which is located near 
an outdoor performance stage and a pedestrian bridge 
that passes over The Waterway, and the 23-story Trev-
iso high-rise condominium. The Westin could open 
by the end of the year while Treviso has a 2016 target 
opening, according to The Woodlands Development 
Company.

By Brian Walzel

CLOSE-UP

1  The Development Company has opened several projects in 
the 66-acre Hughes Landing development on the northeast shore 
of Lake Woodlands. Among those is the 390-unit One Lakes Edge 
upscale apartment facility (center right). 

2  The Texas Department of Transportation will begin construc-
tion this fall on new high-occupancy vehicle lanes along I-45. The 
new HOV lanes will begin at FM 1960 and continue north to Loop 
336 in Conroe. 

3  Construction on the I-45/Grand Parkway interchange contin-
ues, with the entire 32-mile stretch of the Grand Parkway from 
Hwy. 290 to Hwy. 59 expected to be complete by the end of the 
year. 

4  Segment G of the Grand Parkway will extend from I-45 to 
Hwy. 59, over the Hardy Toll Road. Construction is still underway 
on the Grand Parkway overpass over I-45.

5  Black Forest Ventures opened its two newest projects, a Class 
A 81,000-square-foot office complex and Black Walnut Café, in 
late 2014. The developments are near The Woodlands Township 
office at 2801 Technology Forest Blvd.

6   Infrastructure work has begun on what is temporarily being 
deemed “Mitchell Island,” a 23-acre island north of East Shore on 
Lake Woodlands. The project will feature 19 one-acre lots and is 
one of the last remaining undeveloped parcels of land available for 
residential development in The Woodlands.

7  Construction on The Westin The Woodlands Hotel (center) 
continues along The Woodlands Waterway. The hotel is expected 
to open in 2016. The project’s construction includes the develop-
ment of a pedestrian bridge and performance stage. 

1
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Development keeps pace 
with population demands
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Award winning custom framing since 1985

• Photography
• Original paintings      
• Military Medals  
 and Honors 
• Prints
• Needle art     
• Diplomas and  
 certificates 
• Mirrors
• Photo letter mats      
• Birth announcements     
• Frame restoration

For a unique touch 
to all of your  
framing needs. 
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k 
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e 
Dr

iv
e

Nursery Dr.

H

s
N Monday - Saturday  

9 am - 6 pm

26106 Oak Ridge Drive,  
Spring, TX 77380

281.367.6526

framecraftlamprosgallery.com

Sept. 11 - 27, 2015

On Golden Pond

by Ernest Thompson

On Site Paper Shredding Event

Saturday October 10, 2015 
10AM-2PM

4225 Research Forest Dr. Ste 101
The Woodlands, Texas 77381

$20 Minimum Tax Deductible Donation

Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated 

Are you on the move? 

Call us today to sell your home! 

Our agents are uniquely certified and 
trained to assist in relocating you or 

your loved ones #1 Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS® 

offi ce nationwide!

281.363.2500

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC

Hosted By:

C  mmunity 
Shred Day

C  mmunity C  mmunity 
Shred DayShred Day

C  mmunity C  mmunity C  mmunity C  mmunity 

100% of Donations Benefit

American Cancer Society
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Y vonne Domenge could not 
be happier that one of her 
“daughters” has found perma-

nent residence in The Woodlands.
“Wind Waves,” or “Olas de Viento,” 

is a carbon steel sculpture weighing 
nearly six tons created by Domenge. 
The work is now on display near One 
Lake’s Edge in Hughes Landing. It 
is her first piece on display in The 
Woodlands, but her work can be seen 
in exhibits across the world.

“[My pieces] are like my daughters, 
and everyone is surprised by that,” she 
said. “They are all [females], of course.”

“Wind Waves” found its Greater 
Houston area home after a tempo-
rary installation in Hermann Park 
in Houston as a part of its 100th 
birthday celebration, “Art in the 
Park,” Domenge said. During its 
yearlong stay at the park, the piece 
caught the eye of Peter Doyle, The 
Howard Hughes Corporation vice 
president, who arranged a meeting 
with Domenge to show her around 
Hughes Landing before securing 
the site as the new home of “Wind 
Waves.” It was installed this summer. 

Domenge said The Woodlands is the 
perfect environment for “Wind Waves” 
because her original design was meant 
to complement its environment.

“It was made for Canada in Vancou-
ver, and so she was closer to the water 
all of the time,” Domenge said. “It’s 

perfect for The Woodlands because 
it was created in relation to the wind 
and water, and The Woodlands takes 
care of the environment beautifully. 
They were made for each other. She 
was made with that purpose—to 
admire the wind and water together.”

Domenge’s preferred artistic 
medium is sculpting, and it is an art 
she has practiced for 48 years, she 
said. With four young children, she 
also mastered the art of multitasking 
as she moved forward with sculpting 
as a career as well as teaching classes, 
designing monuments and other 
pieces while balancing her responsi-
bility as a mother.

Domenge’s love for art is home-
grown as she was heavily influenced 
by her family at a young age: she 
began painting at the age of 6.

“My uncle and aunt were sculptur-
ers and had a big studio in the garden 
in my house,” she said. “Since I was 
very young I saw them working, and 
I think that was a statement in my 
life. I never liked painting because I 
thought painting was flat. I wanted 
[a] third dimension.”

Her sculptures are each built for 
a specific location with the environ-
ment in mind, Domenge said. 

Her work has garnered world-
wide attention and can be found 
in renowned museums, such as 
the Contemporary Art Museum of 

Yvonne Domenge
Mexican artist’s sculpted creation lands in The Woodlands

ART CORNER

By Carrie Taylor

Hughes Landing

Lake Woodlands Dr. 

G
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H

ughes Landing Blvd. 

Hughes Landing Boulevard at Lake 
Woodlands Drive
www.thewoodlands.com

Domenge has more than 40 sculptures across the country in museums 
and on public display, such as these in Chicago at Millennium Park. 

Yvonne Domenge’s sculpture “Wind Waves” decorates the landscape at 
One Lakes Edge in Hughes Landing. 
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Monterrey and The Louvre Museum 
in Paris. She was the first female 
Mexican artist with work on display 
in Chicago’s Millennium Park; her 
pieces were installed there for three 
years. Domenge leads workshops 
across Mexico and Central America.

“It’s perfect for The 
Woodlands because it 
was created in relation to 
the wind and water, and 
The Woodlands takes 
care of the environment 
beautifully. They were 
made for each other. 
She was made with that 
purpose—to admire the 
wind and water together.”

—Yvonne Domenge, artist

Never Pay Dealer 
Retail Again!

	Lexus	factory-trained	
technicians	with	decades	
of	combined	exclusive	
Lexus	service	experience

	3	Year	Angie’s	List	“Super	
Service	Award”	recipient	
(2012-2014)

	6	Year	BBB	“Award	for	
Excellence	–	Winner	of	
Distinction”	(2010-2015)

24935 I-45 North
The Woodlands 77380

The Place to save on 
Exclusive, Award-

Winning, Expert,  & 
Independent Lexus 

Service

Award-Winning Service

(inbound to Houston)
Next to Discount Tires

Open Monday - Friday
7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

L E X U S	
S E R V I C E	
REMINDER:

Your Search For Excellence 
Ends Here!SM

 FREE Loaner car for service/
maintenance taking 75 minutes 
or longer

 Every 3rd oil change FREE! 
(including synthetic)

 Beautiful, Cool, & Comfortable 
waiting area/Media Room with 
FREE Wi-Fi 

 Servicing your Lexus is really 
EASY: Just Call 281-292-1200 
when you need us!

$25 GIFT 
CERTIFICATE

Must be used for any service 
invoice of $100 or greater.

Not valid with any other offer. 
This COUPON MUsT be 
PreseNTed aT serviCe 
WriTe-UP. Limit one coupon 
per customer. The Woodlands 

location only.
expires 10-16-2015

“Lexus” is a registered trademark of the
Toyota Motor Corporation

281-292-1200
www.ClearChoiceTexas.com
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Planet Ford Lincoln Loves Our Kids!
Proudly Supporting the Youth of Our Community For a Brighter Future.

20403 I-45, Spring, TX 77388 | 888-242-5059 | PlanetFord.com | PlanetLincoln.com

Throughout the Academic School Year...
We proudly support the activities of the 
Best Buddies program at The Woodlands,  
The Woodlands College Park, and Oak Ridge High 
Schools.  Best Buddies is an international organization 
that promotes friendships between intellectually 
challenged students with the general population.
 
We’ve partnered with Dekaney, Klein, Oak Ridge, 
and Westfield High Schools to offer Ford’s Drive 
One 4 UR School test drive 
FUNraising event.  The Drive One 

4 UR School program was developed as a fun, engaging 
way to help high schools raise money to support their 
sports programs and extracurricular activities.  For every 
valid test drive completed, Ford Motor Company will 
donate $20 to the participating high school, up to $6,000.
 
We are firmly rooted in the school districts that surround our 
dealerships and support many educational programs to aid teachers, 
schools, and educational foundations at Baytown Christian Academy, Cryar 
Intermediate Fun Run, Dekaney High School, Giesinger Elementary, Haude 
Elementary, Klein High School, Klein Collins High School, Klein Oak High 
School, Lone Star College, Magnolia Parkway Elementary School, Metzler 

Elementary School, Oak Ridge High School, Snyder Elementary School, Spring 
High School, Spring I.S.D. Career & Technical Education Program, St. Anthony of 
Padua Catholic School, Summer Creek High School Project Graduation 2015

We’ve also supported a number of school athletic 
programs: Highlander Home Run Club, Klein Collins 
Baseball Program, Klein Collins Girls Softball, Klein Collins 
High School Cheer Team, Klein Collins High School Tiger 
Belles, Klein High School Football Program, Oak Ridge 
High School Football Program, Oak Ridge High School 
Liberty Belles, Oak Ridge High School Soccer Program, 
Oak Ridge High School Softball Program, Spring High 

School Baseball Booster Club, Spring 
H.S. 3K Color Run/1K Family Fitness Walk, 
Spring H.S. Powder Puff Football, Spring H.S. Lions Track Team, 
The Woodlands High School Football Club, Tomball Patriots & 
Liberty Belles
 
We also sponsor the annual Sci://Tech Exposition reaching 
more than 1,500 students in Conroe ISD.  We serve alongside 

300+ community volunteers judging the Education for Tomorrow Alliance’s 
Junior High Science Fair.  Education for Tomorrow Alliance is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to connecting the 
business and education communities in 
Montgomery County. 

888-242-5059 | PlanetFord.com | PlanetLincoln.com888-242-5059 |888-242-5059 |20403 I-45, Spring, TX 77388 | 888-242-5059 |888-242-5059 |

School, Lone Star College, Magnolia Parkway Elementary School, Metzler 

20403 I-45, Spring, TX 77388 | 

School, Lone Star College, Magnolia Parkway Elementary School, Metzler School, Lone Star College, Magnolia Parkway Elementary School, Metzler 

150903-Community Impact ad.indd   1 9/3/15   1:36 PM
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The museum features programs from 
the funerals of several prominent 

figures who affected contemporary 
American society, such as:  

Faces in the crowd

National Museum  
of Funeral History 

The National Museum of Funeral History showcases how other cultures recognize death.
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National Museum  
of Funeral History
Venue explores death throughout cultures

A lthough people regularly 
encounter death through 
entertainment and media, 

mortality can be a taboo subject. The 
National Museum of Funeral History 
in Spring provides the community an 
educational environment in which such 
discussions are encouraged and the his-
tory of the funeral industry is preserved. 

“We have always been exposed to 
death, but [how we perceive it is] all 
about the manner in which we have 
been taught,” said Genevieve Keeney, 
the museum’s president and chief 
operating officer. “This [museum pres-
ents] a very realistic manner in which 
death occurs within our lives, and it’s 
done so in a way that’s very respectful 
and obviously historical.” 

The museum allows visitors to 
explore death and funeral history 
through exhibits that feature a broad 
spectrum of cultures and time periods. 

Featured exhibits explain the history 
of the embalming process in the U.S. 
and its ancient Egyptian predecessor;  
offer extensive collections of hearses; 
and provide a rotating selection of pro-
grams from the funerals of prominent 
actors, athletes and politicians, such as 
Whitney Houston and Bob Hope. 

Visitors can learn about the assassi-
nations of Presidents John F. Kennedy 
and Abraham Lincoln in the presiden-
tial funerals exhibit. The exhibit show-
cases an authentic bill from President 
George Washington’s funeral, the 
original eternal flame from Kennedy’s 
gravesite and a replica of the hearse 
that carried Presidents Gerald Ford 
and Ronald Reagan during their 
funeral processions. 

“Death is the biggest equalizer,” 

ENTERTAINMENT

The evolution of the hearse

415 Barren Springs Drive, Houston
281-876-3063 • www.nmfh.org
Hours: Mon-Fri. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.,  
Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. noon - 5 p.m.

Papal deaths are explored in a museum exhibit.

An extensive collection of vehicles is featured.

An exhibit explores ancient Egyptian practices. 

By Christopher Shelton

Keeney said. “It doesn’t matter if 
you’re a pope or a president or a pop 
star or an inventor or just an average 
person in life. Death is going to affect 
every single one of us.” 

The museum also includes inter-
national exhibits highlighting the 
funeral and new selection processes 
following the death of a pope as well 
as a section explaining the Mexican 
celebration Dia de los Muertos, or Day 
of the Dead, and an area dedicated to 
traditional Japanese funerals.

In addition to long-term exhibits, 
NMFH hosts occasional and sea-
sonal events. The venue held a tribute 
event for actor and comedian Robin 
Williams in August to recognize the 
one-year anniversary of his death. A 
Dia de los Muertos community altar 
also opened in mid-August that allows 
visitors to leave items that are symbolic 
of dead relatives, Keeney said. 

The venue showcases a temporary 
haunted house that will be available 
until Nov. 3.  

Founder Robert L. Waltrip opened 
the museum in 1992, realizing the 
need to preserve funeral relics either 
rotting in landfills or collecting dust 
in the attics of previous embalmers, 
Keeney said. 

She said the museum opened with 
only a collection of hearses, but it has 
since grown to include several exhibits 
and artifacts that extend back to the 
19th century. An expansion in 2007 
gave the museum more space for its 
international sections.  

“I think the museum just really gets 
you thinking about life,” Keeney said. 
“This really is a family-friendly type 
museum, and people don’t realize it.”

1832 Horse-drawn hearse 1916 Buick Sayers & Scovill Hearse 1929 Studebaker-Superior Hearse 1973 Mercedes Hearse

The National Museum of Funeral History features artifacts and antiques from funerals throughout history, including a wide array of hearses spanning nearly two centuries. 

Neil Armstrong

Ray Bradbury

Marlon Brando

Rodney Dangerfield 

Michael Jackson

Martin Luther King Jr. 

Mickey Mantle  

 Marilyn Monroe

Frank Sinatra

 Elizabeth Taylor

On display 
The National Museum of Funeral 

History’s permanent exhibits include: 

• Celebrating lives, deaths of popes
• Coffins, caskets of the past
• Day of the Dead   
• Historical hearses  
• History of embalming  
• Ghana and fantasy coffins
• 19th century mourning customs 
• Presidential funerals
• Reflections on the wall  
• Thanks for the memories

45
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Daniel’s
college tuition

Anew car
Nicole

for Transform my garage

kitchen
Renovate

the

backyard
Build a

pool

Prepare for
unplanned expenses

Commercebank

Member
FDIC

How many dreams
fit in your home?

With our Home Equity Line of Credit, you are one step closer to making your 
dreams come true. Get cash for home improvements, educational expenses, debt 

consolidation and more.

*The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will be a variable rate. You may draw on the line for 10 years where your minimum monthly payment will be accrued interest only. Texas HELOCs require a minimum 
advance amount of $4,000; a minimum line amount of $4,000 and no maximum line amount. Repayment period of principal and interest begins year 11 through 20. During the draw and repayment periods, 
the APR will be based on the Prime Rate published in the Wall Street Journal (3.25% as of 07/27/2015, subject to change) plus Bank margin. The APR for the 10/10 HELOC is calculated as follows: Prime 
minus 0.25%. The maximum APR that will apply is 18.0%. Access to funds is via convenience checks after the three day right of rescission period. 10/10 HELOC at Prime minus 0.25% is only available for 
primary homes and cannot be used to purchase property. Only primary homes including one- to four-family dwellings, condominiums and attached and detached planned unit developments that are 
homesteaded properties are eligible. The 10/10 HELOC is secured by a lien on your primary residence. The promotional rate is not available for second homes. Hazard, liability and windstorm insurance is 
required; flood insurance may be required. The maximum Loan to Value (LTV) or Combined Loan to Value (CLTV) accepted is 80%. Based on borrower’s credit score, maximum LTV or CLTV may be lower. 
LTV or CLTV for a home equity is determined by a third party appraisal. Texas Homestead Properties are limited to an 80% CLTV. Bank will accept lower of 80% CLTV or 50% of fair market value for HELOC, 
whichever is less. Bank absorbs closing costs for lines up to $250,000 (except for prepaid interest and insurance premiums, if applicable). For lines over $250,000 up to $1,000,000, Bank gives the borrower 
a lender credit of $500 in Texas (When fees apply, they may not exceed 3% of the line amount). For lines over $250,000 up to $1,000,000, closing costs range from $1,000 to $15,000. Consult your tax advisor 
concerning interest deductibility. Other programs available. Offer only applies to new 10/10 HELOC credit requests made by United States citizens or resident aliens with a valid U.S. Taxpayer identification 
number. Offer not available for existing Mercantil Commercebank HELOC customers. To take advantage of this offer, the application must be submitted by 12/31/2015. For more information, refer to “What 
You Should Know About Home Equity Lines of Credit,” a consumer information booklet prepared by the Federal Reserve. 

Learn more about our home
financing solutions at: www.mercantilcb.com/dreams

Call or visit us today.

Mercantil Commercebank, empowering your world

• Minimum line and advance amount  of $4,000 and no maximum
• Limited time offer

3.00 APR* 
%

HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT

1735 Research Forest Drive
Shenandoah, TX 77380
(281) 520-3002

Ann Margaret Herrmann
Vice President, Sales and Service Manager
Woodlands Banking Center

      Delicious latin-inspired food  and wonderful drinks.

Come try the nationally 
renowned Nachos,  
the best Margarita 
in town, the famous 
Tempura Fish Taco 
and many other options
in the exciting 
Waterway area of 
the Woodlands!

24 Waterway Ave. The Woodlands 77380
281.419.6300

facebook.com/YTSWoodlands
@YTSWoodlands
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LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT!

Autism Services and Behavior Therapy

 Communication     Socialization    Self-Help Skills    Academics and Behavior

Download Our FREE App for Up-To-Date 
Information on Clainics, Events, Training, Etc.

Our Board Certifi ed Behavior Analysts 
(BCBA) develop an individualized program 
for each child. We offer an array of services 
such as in-clinic treatment, social skills 
training, in-school shadowing programs, 
parent trainings, and play groups.

The Shape Of Behavior
26315 Oak Ridge Dr
 The Woodlands, TX 77380
Ph# 832.358.2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

Proudly serving 
children and their families 

since 2000.

Like us on Facebook to information on 
Free Trainings and Play Groups.
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F or 27 years, The Woodlands chapter of Jack 
and Jill of America has provided a commu-
nity for African-American children focused 

on building character, leadership skills and social 
responsibility.

The national organization was founded in 1938 
in Philadelphia and boasts more than 230 chapters 
nationwide, according to the group’s website. The 
Woodlands chapter has a member base of 50 local 
mothers, who along with their children, meet monthly 
and participate in an array of social and service activi-
ties, President Quiana Williams said.

“Jack and Jill is an organization mainly for 
African-American families who work with their 
children to expose them to social, economic and 
philanthropic opportunities through community 
service, civic engagement as well as working in the 
community,” she said.

Children ages 2-19 are encouraged to attend, 
and each month they participate in many different  
activities centered on a specific virtue or idea, such 
as financial literacy or other cultural and recre-
ational themes, Williams said. 

The activities are varied to meet the needs of 
each age group, she said. Most recently the group 

collected school supplies for area schools and is 
now setting its sights on a Christmas collection for 
children in Haiti. The group also provides meals for  
families who are in need.

“We [participate in] Meals on Wheels where we 
go to the houses of the less fortunate and bring them 
meals. It helps you realize how much you have and 
how good it is to help other people,” said Shianne 
Knight, 14, and a member of Jack and Jill since 2008.

Shianne’s mother, Freda, is the chapter’s lead teen 
sponsor and four of her five children are involved in 
the organization. 

As children reach their teenage years, their activ-
ities become more focused on taking ownership 
and responsibility, Freda said. Teen members are 
encouraged to plan and coordinate their age group’s 
activities for the month.

“We have teen officers for the ninth to 12 grades, 
just like the board that the moms have,” Freda said. 
“They have a president and a vice president, so it’s 
giving them exposure to having real-time leadership 
experience. They also have a recording secretary, 
financial secretary and a budget. So all of their 
opinions are counted.”

New members must be brought in by existing 

Jack and Jill of America
Group for kids promotes core values, leadership

NONPROFIT

By Carrie Taylor

Jack and Jill of America

www.jackandjillthewoodlands.com

Jack and Jill of America instills community values. 
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members, Williams said. Community members 
interested in having their children join the chapter 
are invited to any of Jack and Jill’s social and service 
activities to learn more information.

The group is active year–round in events like 
March of Dimes: March for Babies in the spring, Wil-
liams said. It also continues to offer scholarships to 
high school-age members as well as other high school 
students in the community who are nonmembers. 

“[Jack and Jill] benefits the kids in a number of 
ways because they are taught leadership and civic 
responsibility,” Williams said. “Other organizations 
offer these types of things, but we provide it for our 
children starting at the age of 2. As soon as they can 
walk and talk, they know the importance of giving 
back to the community.”

1277102_15872 

9.1837 x 5.5416 

4C

The Great Rate Event promotion provides special interest rate discounts for select products on new credit applications submitted July 1 through September 30, 2015, with a qualifying 
Wells Fargo relationship. Additional restrictions, limitations, and exclusions may apply; please contact a Wells Fargo banker for further details. This promotion may be modi� ed or 
withdrawn at any time without notice and may not be transferable. Terms and conditions of accounts, products, programs, and services are subject to change. All applications are 
subject to approval. Deposit products o� ered by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. © 2015 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. NMLSR ID 399801 (1277102_15872)

From July 1 through September 30, 2015, qualifi ed Wells Fargo 
customers receive even lower rates with special interest rate 
discounts on select new loans and lines of credit.
Now’s the perfect time to spice up your home, downshift your car 
payments, and even grow your business. Come in today to let us 
help you make your great event happen. 

For more information, stop by Wells Fargo, 
call 1-866-578-5671, or visit wellsfargo.com/greatrate

Make your great 
event happen today

Auto Refi nance Loans | Home Equity Lines of Credit | 
Personal Loans & Lines of Credit | Small Business Loans 

and Commercial Real Estate Equity Lines of Credit
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CORRIDOR

Wood Ridge Plaza features a variety of chain stores and 
independent businesses. The shopping center features 
stores and restaurants such as Fabrics and More, 
Kirkland’s and Pappas Bar-B-Q. The plaza includes a mix 
of retail, service and dining options. 

Compiled by Abigail Loop

Wood Ridge Plaza
 27582 I-45 N., Conroe
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Spotlight   
Cassio Creations Fine Jewelry

Spotlight   
Pallotta’s Italian Grill

Craig Cassio first got involved in 
the jewelry business after designing 
a engagement ring to propose to his 
wife, Michelle, in 1991. After he was 
recruited by the jewelry designer who 
helped create Michelle’s ring, Craig 
worked for different jewelers until 
opening the first Cassio Creations in 
2001.

In 2008, Cassio and his wife relo-
cated the business from its Rayford 
Road location to Wood Ridge Plaza.

“Business has always been very 
good, even in 2008 with the country 
in a recession, we survived,” Cassio 
said. “We have loyal clientele and a 
lot of referrals. We’re not your typical 
jewelry store.”

Cassio said he and his wife do not 
just sell premade jewelry, but offer 
custom-designed jewelry made with 
the latest technology. The jewelry 
piece is sketched and developed on a 
computer and then printed on a 3-D 
printer, or made into a wax casting 
for the customer to observe before the 
ring is made.

“We send renderings to customers 
so they can see how it looks,” Cassio 
said. “Then the ring is made after they 
see what the copy looks like.”

Pallotta’s Italian Grill owner Phil 
Nicosia said the restaurant gives 
customers something that is not 
offered at most Italian restaurants in 
The Woodlands area: an integration 
of flavors. 

Each month the grill offers a 
feature of the month where different 
foods are combined, such as barbe-
cue and Italian cuisine, Mexican and 
Italian cuisines—even some Cajun 
dishes.

“We do have good pasta, sand-
wiches, pizza and salads, but we also 
have unique specialties and we’re 
more known for that,” Nicosia said. 
“We’ll have crawfish pasta, brisket 
with some meals—no other Italian 
restaurant does that.”

With the eatery’s 21st anniversary 
set to take place Sept. 12, Nicosia 
said the grill has remained popular 
among customers due to its quality 
food.

“We bring customers back with 
our consistency,” he said. “People 
support local businesses here, and 
we’re still continuing to improve 
with more sales.”

The restaurant also features 
live music performances on the 

27622 I-45 N., Conroe  
281-419-4200  
www.cassiocreations.com 
Hours: Tue.-Fri. 10:30 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Sat. 10:30 a.m.-3 p.m.,  

27606 I-45 N., Conroe
281-364-9555
www.pallottasitaliangrill.com
Hours: Mon-Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m., 
Sun. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.

Cassio Creations Fine Jewelry opened in the 
Wood Ridge Plaza shopping center in 2001.

Pallotta’s Italian Grill has been open for 21 
years in Oak Ridge North.

45

Paula Ln.

Robinson Rd.

Besides providing custom-made 
jewelry, Cassio also offers brand- 
name jewelry and watches such as 
Seiko, Carlex, Gabriel Bridal and 
Crown wedding bands.

weekends and a banquet room that 
seats 65 people and features its own 
bar, a large LED TV and sound sys-
tem.

Happy hour is also available from 
Monday through Friday from 3-7 p.m.

COME HOME TO 

MagnoliaRanch Estates
1/2 ACRE LOTS 

NO MUD TAXES

Inway Oaks Estates
SPRING, TX

Homes from 2,000 sq. ft. to 4,000 sq. ft. 
From the $300’s to high $400’s

For More Information
281-757-9946  281-330-2096

Infinity Classic Homes is 
dedicated to providing top 
quality, energy-efficient 
homes for the best value.

Meadowsweet Dr.         Butera Rd.

                   Nichols Saw
m

ill  Rd.

Dovershire

Gosling Rd.
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M. Fatheree offers furniture and decor. 

Chi, located at 27100 I-45 N., serves Japanese fusion cuisine and a variety of sake drinks.

Beauty

Merle Norman Cosmetics & Spa 
27838 I-45 N. 
281-292-9061, www.merlenorman.com

Villa Salons 
27176 I-45 N. 
832-381-6834 
www.iamyourhairartist.com

Health care

Animal Emergency & Urgent Care 
Center of The Woodlands 
27870 I-45 N. 
281-367-5444, www.aeucc.com

Conwood Dental Associates-Allan 
Hamburg, D.D.S., P.C. 
27866 I-45 N. 
281-681-2700, www.texdent.com

Interfaith Community Clinic  
101 Pine Manor Drive 
281-364-7889 
www.interfaithcommunityclinic.com

Strickland Cosmetic and 
Restorative Dentistry 
17714 I-45 N. 
281-419-0000 
www.strickland-dental.com

Surgical Weight-Loss Specialists- 
Dr. Felix Spiegel 
27828 I-45 N. 
281-419-4161, www.felixspiegelmd.com

Restaurants

Chi Japanese Cuisine 
27100 I-45 N. 
281-419-1166, www.chijapanese.com

My Fit Foods 
27800 I-45 N. 
281-602-1287, www.myfitfoods.com

Pappas Bar-B-Q 
27752 I-45 N. 
281-363-2647, www.pappasbbq.com

Retail

Carol’s Lighting & Fan Shop 
27132 I-45 N. 
281-363-0114, www.carolslighting.com

Chair King 
27200 I-45 N. 
281-298-1300, www.chairking.com

Cunningham Living 
27602 I-45 N. 
281-296-8688 
www.cunninghamliving.com

Fabrics & More 
27144 I-45 N. 
281-292-8855 
www.fabricsnmoretexas.com

Kirkland’s  
27842 I-45 N. 
832-585-0023, www.kirklands.com

M. Fatheree Interiors 
27852 I-45 N. 
281-296-9300 
www.mfathereeinteriors.com

Mattress Firm 
27700 I-45 N. 
281-367-1186 
www.mattressfirm.com

Mi Computer Sales and Services 
27510 I-45 N. 
281-465-8611

Office Depot 
27500 I-45 N. 
281-367-2766, www.officedepot.com

Additional businesses in Wood Ridge Plaza:

3091 College Park Dr, 
The Woodlands, TX 77384
Next to St. Luke’s Hospital

•  Cupcakes
• Cakebal ls
•  Pastr ies 

•  P ies
•  Brownies
• Bars

We O� er:
45

242

N

(936) 231-8667

Custom cak�  
for all special events 
including weddings, 

birthdays, baby 
showers, etc

Buy 
3  C u p c a k e s , 

Get One Free. 
Expires 10/7/15

We Deliver!

H&R Block 
27140 I-45 N. 
281-367-5895, www.hrblock.com

Sylvan Learning Center 
27858 I-45 N. 
291-367-1300 
www.sylvanlearning.com

White Oak Developers, Inc. 
19211 I-45 N. 
281-367-1194 
www.whiteoakdevelopment.com

Oreck 
27518 I-45 N. 
281-367-2840,www.oreck.com

T-Mobile 
27880 I-45 N. 
281-292-8573, www.t-mobile.com

Wild Birds Unlimited 
27590 I-45 N. 
281-298-7900, www.wbu.com 

Services

Edward Jones-Craig Tomasek- 
Financial Advisor 
27730 I-45 N. 
291-419-9400 
www.edwardjones.com

Elite Tailor 
27506 I-45 N. 
281-419-8706 
www.elitetailorbymiriam.com
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REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our other Houston metro editions

Conservation efforts begin 
on Lake Creek Greenway Project

Hwy. 290 expansion 
project one step 
closer to completion 

County to enforce 
fee for farmers 
market vendors

TOMBALL A group of Montgom-
ery County officials and volunteers 
are moving forward with plans 
to preserve and transform nearly 
600 acres of land in Precinct 2 
from I-45 to FM 149 as part of the 
Lake Creek Greenway Project. 

Since the project was initiated in 
2011, acreage has been obtained from 
various county entities to protect the 
forest and flood plain areas from rapid 
development, said Glenn Buckley, 
board secretary for the nonprofit orga-
nization Keep Montgomery County 
Beautiful, or KMCB. The mission of 
the volunteer-run organization is to 
promote environmental education and 
improvement efforts in Montgomery 

County. 
The project will include the instal-

lation of new hiking trails, a 20-mile 
canoe route and a possible future 
nature center. In January 2011, the 
Montgomery County Commissioners 
Court issued a resolution in support 
of the newly organized Lake Creek 
Greenway Project.

“The impetus [for the greenway 
project] was all the growth around 
here and the impact on the water 
quality,” Buckley said. “Our intent 
was to take that [area] and put nature 
trails on it and try to get people to 
go down there and show them that 
there’s potential for recreation.”

Over the past four years, KMCB 

SPRING A group of vendors may 
have to pay an additional permit fee 
every two weeks to continue oper-
ating at local farmers markets in 
the wake of a tightened guidelines 
from Harris County Public Health 
and Environmental Services. 

Steve Baird, who runs the Wunder-
lich Farms farmers market through 
the Klein, TX Historical Foundation, 
said the new county requirements 
would force certain prepared vendors 
to apply for an $80 temporary food 
permit every 14 days. Prepared food 

CY-FAIR Relief for the more than 
250,000 vehicles that travel Hwy. 
290 daily is on the way. By late 2017 
the Texas Department of Transpor-
tation expects to complete a nearly 
$1.3 billion project to widen the 
freeway from Loop 610 to FM 2920. 

Work began in mid-2011 on the 
project, which is divided into 13 seg-
ments. The expansion is expected to 
enhance safety and improve mobility 
in preparation for future growth 
along the corridor, TxDOT spokes-
person Karen Othon said. 
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members have also begun collab-
orating with the Bayou Land Con-
servancy, the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality and the 

Houston-Galveston Area Council 
to move forward with conservation 
efforts. 
Full story by Wendy Cawthon
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“I’ve always heard the term, ‘If you 
build it, they will come,’ and I think 
that’s what is happening,” she said. 
“People know we’ve had Hwy. 290 in 
our sights since the late ‘90s, and the 
reality of construction happening has 
a lot of developers looking at the area.”  
Full story by Marie Leonard
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The Wunderlich Farms farmers market is 
held the last Saturday of the month at  
10 a.m. at 18218 Theiss Mail Route Road.

vendors would also have to purchase 
the permit 10 days prior to the event. 

“For any kind of monthly market, 
you’re basically shutting that monthly 
market down at that point,” Baird said.  
Full story by Liza Winkler and Matt Stephens
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DINING

Full stories online at communityimpact.com

Texas Jackrabbit 
Emporium

Magpie’s Gifts

Tailgators Pub & Grill

TOMBALL A collector for most 
of her life, Lou Lauhon said she has 
always had a passion for jewelry 
and trinkets. Throughout the day, 
Lauhon greets each customer with 
her country twang and a smile as 
they enter the doors of her busi-
ness, Texas Jackrabbit Emporium.

“I’ve just collected junk my whole 
life,” Lauhon said. “I decided I’m 
67, and I wanted to do something I 
like doing. So that’s why I got into 
this. My goal is to work until I’m 90. 
So many people don’t do what they 
really want to do. I spent my whole 
life being in sales, but that’s not my 
favorite thing.” 
Full story by Liza Winkler 

SPRING Repeat customers are the 
lifeblood of Spring-based I-45 Diner, 
co-owner Hector Gomez said. 

Whether it is the oil and gas 
employee who spreads the word to 
his friends and family after his first 
I-45 Diner breakfast or the Texas 
A&M University student who orders 
the same bacon cheeseburger when 
he returns to Houston on weekends, 
the return customers are driving the 
diner’s success, Gomez said.

“I’ve enjoyed just seeing the same 
people coming back, which tells us we’re 
doing something right,” Gomez said. 
Full story by Christopher Shelton

CY-FAIR More than 30 years ago, 
two of Chrissy Hignett’s aunts 
opened the first Magpie’s location 
in the Montrose area, originally 
selling arts and crafts supplies. 
Today, Hignett and her family own 
stores in Bellaire, Sugar Land and 
Cypress, selling a variety of retail, 
home decor and seasonal items. 

Hignett owns the Cypress location 
off Barker Cypress Road and  
Hwy. 290 and operates the store with 
12 employees, some of whom helped 
open the location with her in 2011. 

“When my aunt retired, they 
decided to combine the stores 
together, and that’s when I bought 
into the business,” Hignett said. 

Full story by Marie Leonard

TOMBALL While there is no 
shortage of sports bars in the 
area, Tailgators Pub & Grill owner 
Jim Hallers said he missed the 
friendly neighborhood pubs he 
frequented in Chicago after mov-
ing to The Woodlands in 1979. 

“I was looking around here in 
2007-08, and I was lamenting the 
fact that the area didn’t have a good 
bar with good food,” Hallers said. 
“I thought, ‘Where are the neigh-
borhood restaurants where people 
come in and socialize?’”
Full story by Wendy Cawthon
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I-45 Diner

BUSINESS

14881774

1774

18423 FM 1488, Ste. E, Magnolia
832-283-5732
www.facebook.com/
texasjackrabbitemporium
Hours: Tue.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

2978

E
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Honea Egypt Rd.

1488

33418 Egypt Lane, Ste. L, Magnolia
281-259-5343
www.tailgatorspub.com
Hours: Sun.-Sat. 11 a.m.-2 a.m.

12344 Barker Cypress Road, Cypress
281-256-9777
Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
www.magpiesgifts.com 
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 Dundee Rd.

19790 I-45, Spring
713-389-5627
www.i45dinertx.com
Hours: Sun.-Sat. 6 a.m.-10 p.m. 
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Fatalities
Continued from | 1

LEADING CAUSES OF FATAL AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENTS | TEXAS 2014

FATALITIES PER CAPITA | 2010-14 FATALITIES BY COUNTY | 2010-14

AUTOMOBILE FATALITIES 

According to the Texas Department of Transportation, fatal accidents can have more than one cause. This data show the top causes of accidents that resulted in at 
least one driver suffering a fatality. 

Montgomery County ranks second in the state in fatal vehicle accidents per 
capita (100,000 people) over the past five years, according to data compiled 
by Community Impact Newspaper. Only Ector County has a higher rate. 

From 2010-14, Montgomery County had the eighth-most fatal vehicle 
accidents in the state, according to data compiled by Community Impact 
Newspaper.

Erik Burse, public infor-
mation officer for the Texas 
Department of Public Safety, 
said one of the main reasons 
for the high number of fatal-
ities on county roads is the 
rapid increase in population 
the county has experienced.

“The county is growing 
and nothing is changing. The 
roadways are still the same,” 
he said. “You have more driv-
ers on the road than you had 
10, 15 years ago.”

According to the Hous-
ton-Galveston Area Council, 
Montgomery County’s popu-
lation has increased 13 percent 
over the past five years from 
459,421 in 2010 to 518,947 in 
2014. Meanwhile, traffic along 
FM 2978 has increased 14 per-
cent over the past six years. At 
FM 1488 and Hwy. 242,  traf-
fic has increased 50 percent, 
according to a traffic study 
conducted by The Woodlands 
Development Company.

Montgomery County will 
seek voter approval for a $280 
million road bond Nov. 3 that, 
in part, is designed to allevi-
ate traffic congestion due to  
population growth.

Road safety
Hwy. 105, I-45, FM 1314, 

Hwy. 242 and FM 2090 are 
the most common roadways 
for fatality accidents in Mont-
gomery County, according to 
data compiled by Community 
Impact Newspaper. On those 
five roadways there have been 
73 fatal accidents over the past 
five years, an average of nearly 
15 per year.

County Judge Craig Doyal 
said much of the county fea-
tures rural roads, which are 
often two-lane roads that are 
not well-lit. 

“A lot of our roads are his-
torically pretty rural and not 
designed to accommodate the 
volume of traffic we’re seeing 
today,” he said. “Something 
we’re aware of is that the geo-
metric design of the roads are 
curvy, and we see a lot of sin-
gle-car accidents. It’s a tough 
challenge to fix.”

Compared to interstates 
and U.S. and state highways, 

Under the influence  
of alcohol

593 CASES 520 CASES 452 CASES 436 CASES 346 CASES

Failure to  
control speed

Failure to drive in   
a single lane

 Unsafe  
speed

Driver  
inattention

#1
ECTOR

34

#9
ECTOR

215

#9
HIDALGO

7.2

#7
HIDALGO

339

#8
EL PASO

7.2

#6
EL PASO

353

#2
MONTGOMERY

12

#8
MONTGOMERY

305

#5
HARRIS

9.5

#1
HARRIS
1881

#6
TRAVIS

8.3

#5
TRAVIS

478

#3
BEXAR

10

#3
BEXAR

842

#10
COLLIN

5

#10
COLLIN

210
#4

DALLAS
9.6

#2
DALLAS

1041

#7
TARRANT

7.5

#4
TARRANT

697

farm-to-market and county 
roads in Montgomery County 
are the site of about 70 per-
cent of fatal vehicle crashes, 
according to TxDOT.

Danny Perez, TxDOT pub-

lic information officer, said the 
agency does redesign road-
ways—depending on available 
funding—if they prove to be 
dangerous.

“We do this by program 
calls for construction, main-
tenance and operations for 
added safety features, such 
as widening, rumble strips, 
added signage, signalization, 

surface treatment [and] access 
management,” he said.

Doyal said the county works 
with TxDOT to ensure road 
designs are safe and often 

works to make the shoulders 
on new roadways wider.

“The additional shoulder 
width could help [cut down 
on accidents],” he said. 

Doyal said the county has 

made efforts to cut down on 
the number of drivers travel-
ing at a high rate of speed by 
installing rumble strips along 
county roads or setting up 

digital speed signs. 
“We try to do everything 

we can to get people to slow 
down,” he said. “In a lot of 
cases, it just boils down to 
people being in a hurry and 

being distracted—looking at 
their radios or sending a text.”

Burse said the type of road-
way—whether it is a two-
lane or four-lane road, for 

“A lot of our roads are historically pretty rural and not designed to 
accommodate the volume of traffic we’re seeing today. Something 
we’re aware of is that the geometric design of the roads are curvy, 
and we see a lot of single-car accidents. It’s a tough challenge to fix.”

—Craig Doyal, Montgomery County judge
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example—has little effect 
on the number of fatalities. 
Rather, he said, the problem is 
driver inattention.

“It boils down to the num-
ber of people, especially in 
The Woodlands,” Burse said. 
“We can become so distracted, 
looking at new stores you 
didn’t know where there, and 
the next thing you know you 
have a fender bender. We have 
had so many of those, how can 
we keep up?”

Burse said the time of day 
is a factor in the cause of acci-
dents, in addition to driver 
inattention.

“The majority [of fatalities] 
would be at night,” he said.

According to TxDOT data, 
46 percent of all 3,174 fatal 
accidents statewide in 2014, 
or 1,460 accidents, occurred 
between 8 p.m. and 3 a.m.

Curbing drunken driving
The cause of most fatalities 

throughout the state, accord-
ing to TxDOT, is drivers 
under the influence of alcohol. 

In 2014, 593 fatal acci-
dents in Texas were caused 
by motorists driving under 
the influence of alcohol, more 
than any other cause reported 
by TxDOT. 

Over the past five years, 
there have been 101 fatal 
accidents in Montgomery 

County that have resulted 
from a motorist driving under 
the influence, according to 
TxDOT.

One of the more prominent 
cases in Montgomery County 
involving drunken driving in 
recent years was that of Nicole 
Baukus. On June 29, 2012, 
Baukus killed two local teen-
agers and seriously injured 
another when she drove her 
car against traffic into the 
southbound lanes of I-45 
and collided head-on with an 
oncoming vehicle.

A video from On the Rox 
bar, which Baukus visited 
prior to the accident, and 
which was shown during 

Baukus’ trial, revealed that 
she drank 17 shots and four 
beers in a five-hour span. 
Baukus was sentenced to 38 
years in prison on two counts 
of vehicular manslaughter 
for killing 19-year-old Nicole 
Adams and 18-year-old Travis 
Sanders. David Porras, 21 at 
the time of the accident, was 
critically injured.

Following the accident, 
Montgomery County law 
enforcement increased its 
anti-drunken driving efforts 
by placing undercover offi-
cers in local bars. Officials 
also began working with local 
businesses to promote safer 
driving and ways to get bar 

patrons home safe.
One longtime effort to curb 

drunken driving has been the 
Shattered Lives program, a 
mock drunken driving acci-
dent scene presented to high 
school students. 

“Both of my daughters in 
high school participated in 
Shattered Lives, but you still 
saw some of those young peo-
ple perish in major accidents,” 
Doyal said. “Above anything, 
if [Shattered Lives] doesn’t 
have an impact, I don’t know 
what else possibly could.”

Map not to scale

GATHERING THE DATA 
The data shown was compiled through an open records 
request from Community Impact Newspaper to the 
Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office. However, the 
number of accidents reported here may not show the true 
scope of fatal accidents in Montgomery County over the 
past five years. Erik Burse of the Texas Department of 
Public Safety said different law enforcement agencies, 
such as those from counties and cities, occasionally use 
different reporting criteria for fatal accidents. In addition, 
the Texas Department of Transportation retains its own 
data regarding fatality accidents that is compiled through 
reports from statewide agencies. 

Multiple fatality accident

Single fatality accident

Gene  
Campbell Rd.

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com
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Apartments
Continued from | 1

the area has continued to see population 
growth because new construction proj-
ects, such as Houston Methodist Hospital 
The Woodlands and Texas Children’s Hos-
pital The Woodlands, are drawing more 
people to the area.

“The Woodlands and Spring area have 
tons of growth. The Grand Parkway is 
helping with mobility in that area, and 
new business are coming in,” McClenny 
said. 

Apartment population
In the Apartment Data Services 

report, occupancy levels for apartments 
in The Woodlands decreased by 9 per-
cent from June 2012 to June 2014, with 
vacant apartment units becoming more 
common. However, there has been a 6 
percent increase since June 2014, with 
an 88 percent occupancy rate reported 
for July of this year. The recent increase 
means the rapid growth the area has seen 
is finally catching up to housing availabil-
ities as more people move to the area, said 
Gil Staley, chief executive officer for The 
Woodlands Area Economic Develop-
ment Partnership.

“For the lower occupancy rate, inven-
tory is just catching up with demand,” 
Staley said. “It’s going to slow down 

after everything is completed, but 
eventually it will start to catch up 
again.”

Staley said new apartment 
developments are still greatly 

needed in the area because of big 
projects, such as ExxonMobil, Hous-

ton Methodist Hospital and Texas 
Children’s Hospital. The developments 
are due to bring thousands of employ-
ees who will need housing in the area,  
Staley said.

“We’re also looking at the growing 
population of renters over buyers 

now,” he said. “And there’s a grow-
ing population of the millennial 

workforce in this area.”
Filling units is still proving to be a 

challenge for some property companies. 
Patricia Mancillas, regional operations 
manager for Western Rim Property 
Services, said the four developments 
the property company owns have seen 
low occupancy numbers and more  
apartment units staying vacant.

The property company owns The 
Towers Woodlands, The Estates The 
Woodlands, The Grand Estates The 
Woodlands and Mansions on the Park.

“We haven’t seen as many people 
move to the area as we thought, and 
last year we dropped over 4,000 units at 
our properties and have been 5 percent 
lower in occupancy than we should be,” 
she said.

Mancillas said the job growth is not 
what property developers expected, 
which has created vacancies at both new 
and old apartment complexes in the 
area. 

“What this does is that if these low 
occupancy rates continue, it lowers the 
market value for everyone in the area,” 
she said. “Housing prices will also start to 
[go] lower, and in the next year it will be 
good to buy a home rather than an apart-
ment.”

Mancillas said because of the low 
occupancy rates that have been seen, 
apartment management in The Wood-
lands area began offering more  con-
cessions and specials in August and 
September of last year. Concessions 
and specials offered to residents include 
enticements, such as no rent for one or 
more weeks, waived fees and gift cards. 

“Currently in my market we give an 
average of two weeks free, some more 
and some less than others,” she said. 
“Specials are now necessities to pro-
vide  some kind of an incentive for the 
residents. Almost all apartments in The 
Woodlands area are doing it.”

Mancillas said she expects by the end 
of 2015 the market will catch up and 
properties will begin to stabilize as more 

The Woodlands has mostly Class A and Class B developments, with Class A offering 
the highest rent prices and Class D offering the lowest. Class A buildings are usually 
considered high-quality structures with above average rent. Class B buildings are for a 
wide range of users with rents in the average range for the area. Class C buildings are for 
tenants requiring functional space at rents below the average for the area, and Class D are 
older buildings on the lower side of the market unit rent range.

The general statistics for the apartment market in The Woodlands area show that the number 
of units and communities are still high while the occupancy rate is still relatively low.

MARKET SUMMARY

CLASS DISTINCTIONS

APARTMENTS IN THE WOODLANDS

2015 market summary for The Woodlands

 55operating 
communities

16,497
operating units

88.4%
occupancy

$1,177
average monthly rent

Class A 
Developments 29  

communities
9,702  

units
83%  

occupancy

Class B 
Developments 18  

communities
4,705  

units
96%  

occupancy

Class C 
Developments 7  

communities
1,970  

units
97%  

occupancy

Class D 
Developments 1  

community
120  

units
99%  

occupancy

Source: Apartment Data Services/Community Impact Newspaper

Source: Apartment Data Services/Community Impact Newspaper

10200 Grogan's Mill Road, Suite 340 | The Woodlands, TX | 77380 
(281) 298-2700 Office | (281) 298-2760 Fax | (877) 824-4299 Toll Free

www.chjwealthmanagement.com

Stop in for a visit and let us get you on the right path!
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people begin to move to The Woodlands 
area as a result of new hospital develop-
ments and job opportunities at Exxon-
Mobil.

“This year we’re absorbing the growth, 
and we’re still expecting growth,” she 
said. “I don’t think there’s need for new 
products, but I don’t know what is in 
store for this area. I do think property 
on the outskirts is needed since there is 
no space for multifamily development in 
The Woodlands.”

New complexes 
Staley said there has been a rise of new 

apartment complexes on the outskirts of 
The Woodlands, such as the upcoming 
Woodmill Creek community on Sawdust 
Road that will feature a new apartment 
complex and townhome development. 

“Developers are taking advantage of 
land opportunities outside The Wood-
lands because the inner area of The 
Woodlands is already devoted to a devel-
oper [The Woodlands Development 
Company],” Staley said. “Price point 
also gets less competitive the farther you 
get away from Town Center. Residents 
take advantage of this and are quick to 
move in, while still having a short drive 
to their jobs in The Woodlands.”

David Toone, a principal with Pin-
point Commercial, a national real estate 
development company that is the master 
developer for the Woodmill Creek mas-
ter-planned community, said the loca-
tion of the upcoming residential devel-
opment is the ideal spot for bringing in 
new business and residents.

“The availability of the land and the 
location is prime,” Toone said. “We’re 
surrounded by The Woodlands develop-
ment and it’s just outstanding.”

Toone said Alliance Residential Co., 
a Phoenix-based private multifamily 
developer, is in charge of developing the 
two residential projects in the 75-acre  
Woodmill Creek community. Broad-
stone Woodmill Creek will be a 
wrap apartment complex, where the 

apartments surround the parking 
garage and feature 380 units. The 
company is also developing The 
Townhomes at Woodmill Creek, 
which will be available for lease this fall 
and feature 171 units.

Apartment rates 
With the rise of the new apartments 

and despite lower occupancy rates in 
the past few months, apartment rates 
and prices have risen continuously in 
around the The Woodlands area.

The Apartment Data Services report 
that while the average apartment pricing 
in June 2012 was $1,007, pricing for June 
of this year was at $1,177.

McClenny said new apartment com-
plexes tend to add more competition 
to the area and since The Wood-
lands is composed of newer and 
higher-class developments, this 
typically means higher rent prices 
for all complexes.

“New properties tend to have 
higher prices then existing proper-
ties,” McClenny said. “However, if rent 
trends flatten with new properties, then 
that’s when properties will have to start 
making concessions for rent. But right 
now that’s not happening—we’re seeing 
prices rise and hold.”

McClenny said as long as apartments 
are seeing a certain number of renters 
sign leases each month, then prices will 
continue to stay the same at apartments 
and not lower. However, rental rates 
might continue to increase in the future . 

“New developments raise rent 
in the whole area and occupancy 
is going to be lower at new prop-
erties,” he said. “The Woodlands is 
generally a well-maintained area and 
a great spot, and that’s why people are 
going to keep coming to  the  area.” 

The number of apartment units and prices from December 2012 to July 2015 has increased while 
occupancy rates have begun to rise again this year. 

Although The Woodlands is the most successful community in Texas in home sales, the number of 
residents choosing to rent rather than purchase a house is still rising. Since 2000, the number of 
renter-occupied dwellings within a 5-mile radius of The Woodlands Town Center has nearly doubled. 

This graphic shows how those numbers have increased over the years and what a future projection 
could look like.

SUPPLY & DEMAND

RENTING IN THE WOODLANDS

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com

December 
2012

12,648 
units

$1,030  
average price

94%  
occupancy

December 
2013

13,874 
units

$1,072  
average price

89% 
occupancy

December 
2014

15,799 
units

$1,130  
average price

84%  
occupancy

July  
2015

16,497 
units

$1,177  
average price

88%  
occupancy

Source: Apartment Data Services/Community Impact Newspaper

Source: The Woodlands Development Company/Community Impact Newspaper
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1) on Select 2014/2015 Buick and GMC Denalis in Stock. Pictures/Colors for Illustration only. Buick and GMC are Registered Trademarks of General Motors. 
Prices and Rebates Subject to Change Due to Factory Incentive Changes After The Release of Publication of This Ad.

855-586-8441 • 1654 I-45 NORTH • CONROEBUICKGMC.COM 

2015 Buick Enclave: $2500 Factory Rebate
Plus Dealer Discount = 15% Total Savings Off MSRP

SEVERAL
 TO CHOOSE

2015 GMC Acadia Denali: $2000 Factory Rebate
Plus Dealer Discount = 15% Total Savings Off MSRP

2015 GMC Terrain Denali: $1000 Factory Rebate 
Plus Dealer Discount = 15% Total Savings Off MSRP

SEVERAL
 TO CHOOSE

SEVERAL
 TO CHOOSE

15% TOTAL SAVINGS OFF MSRP ON SELECT ‘14/’15 
DENALI FAMILY 

LINE & BUICKS! 1MODEL YEAR 
CLOSEOUT EVENT
Fall Season

7,170
8,346

9,370
9,607

9,811
13,944

15,288
17,497
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“Home rule is decided by the popu-
lation of the city,” City Administrator 
Greg Smith said. “There’s a whole lot 
of moving parts.”

Eye on development
The city’s population growth depends 

on the sizes of houses in development 
or to be developed as well as the occu-
pancy rates of multifamily apartments 
to be developed, such as the Metro Park 
development to be built by Sam Moon 
Group, Smith said. Until it is known pre-
cisely how many of the studio and larger 
apartments will be built, the projected 
number of tenants cannot be deter-
mined.

Daniel Moon, vice president of Sam 
Moon Group, said he knows the apart-
ment sizes will be a mix of studios up 
to three bedrooms.

“We will be building a total of  
900 units in three phases of 300 units 
at a time,” Moon said. “The first phase 
should be open by late 2017 to early 
2018. The unit mix will have studios, 
one bedroom, two bedroom and a few 
three bedrooms.” 

Estimates for how many residents a 
new home can bring into a commu-
nity can be calculated with a formula, 
Gracepoint Homes President Tom 
Cox Jr. said. For homes in Shenan-
doah, he said a conservative estimate 
is 2.5 times for each house, and a more 
inflated estimate is three times each 
house. 

Gracepoint Homes developments in 
Shenandoah, named Lily and Marion, 
could increase the city’s population by 
265 to 318 people. 

These are figures the city accounts 
for when determining when the pop-
ulation will reach 5,000, which is still 
unknown, Smith said.

Cox said Gracepoint Homes is 
watching Shenandoah to consider 

Shenandoah
Continued from | 1

additional development opportunities. 
“Most of the opportunities are on 

the east side of the freeway,” Cox said. 
“There’s so much demand for the prod-
uct in the [Shenandoah] area. There 
is absolutely a possibility for further 
development.” 

Watts said if the city became a home 
rule city, it would annex land up to 
Hwy. 242, which is outside of Shenan-
doah’s boundaries and within the city 
of Conroe’s extraterritorial jurisdic-
tion. ETJs are land areas upon which 
the city can exercise authority. 

“I would try go and north of the Sam 
Moon [shopping center] and try to go 
negotiate [with the city of Conroe for 
land] all the way up [Hwy.] 242,” Watts 
said. “Squaring up the city boundaries to 
[Hwy.] 242 would be ideal.”

The vacant land zoned commercial in the city of Shenandoah 
encompasses nearly 50 acres. This map shows the boundaries 
for commercial and residential zoning as well as vacant and 
developed or accounted-for land.

SHENANDOAH  REACHING  BUILD-OUT? 
City limits

Shenandoah ETJ 

Residential 

Commercial 

Vacant

Planned developments

Other city’s ETJ

Map not to scale
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Michele@MicheleFlory.com • www.MicheleFlory.com

Data Source: Houston Association of Realtors

Source: city of Shenandoah/Community Impact Newspaper
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Each of the residential properties in Shenandoah add an estimated 2.5 
people to the population, Gracepoint Homes President Tom Cox Jr. said. The 
developer is adding 106 homes to the city of Shenandoah.        

Lily, a residential development by Gracepoint Homes, will bring 62 homes to 
Shenanodah.
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106 Gracepoint Homes = 265-318 people

ADDITIONAL  RESIDENTS

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com

Shenandoah Public Works 
Director Joseph Peart said 
the city remains committed to 
retaining its Tree City status, a 
distinction it has earned since 
2008. 

According to the Arbor Day 
Foundation and the National 
Association of State, a Tree 
City must:

• Have a tree protection  
ordinance 

• Employ a tree board 
• Spend at least $2 per person 

for tree planting 
• Host an Arbor Day celebration
 
It is difficult to predict what the 
ratio of trees will be once build 
-out occurs in Shenandoah, 
but Peart said the city always 
has its eyes on green space. He 
does not foresee any changes 
in the city’s commitment to 
canopy coverage—the amount 
of land area covered by the 
crowns of trees—once build-
out occurs.

“The city has plans for 
additional parks to provide 
green space, in addition to 
the current canopy coverage 
requirement,” Peart said. 

Watts said the city remains 
firm in its long-term promise 
to preserving green space. He 
said once development takes 
place, a city loses its green 
space forever. 

“You only get one chance to 
retain green space,” Watts said.

TREE  CITY

public hearings and time.  
“To change zoning is quite a process, 

but it can be done,” Watts said. “There’s 
various ways of working within a sec-
tion that has been zoned. We haven’t 
really had to do that yet.” 

Watts said it takes two public 

hearings and posting and advertising 
the zoning change proposal. The pub-
lic can comment to the council should 
they have any questions or concerns.

Watts said it is not preferable to 
change zoning designation, but there 
are times when the city can ask a 

developer for a sum that will 
leverage the sales tax the city 

would have collected on a commer-
cially zoned property. The amount 
the city collects from the developer 
would then be used to offset the city’s 
expenses. 

The 2-square-mile city has about 50 
acres of land available for commercial 
development, according to city offi-
cials. And with 927 completed homes, 
206 residential lots remain open for 
development. 

It is difficult to estimate in what 
order residential build-out and com-
mercial build-out will occur, said 
Shenandoah City Council member 
Darrell Frazier

“The city has several residential 
developments currently under con-
struction on the west side of I-45,” he 
said. “There are also several commer-
cial projects in the development phase 
on the east side of I-45.  I would not 
even take a guess at which would be 
built out first,” Frazier said.

Residents of the community appear 
to be satisfied with the amount of devel-
opment occurring in Shenandoah, Fra-
zier said.

“I walk the community often, and 
the people I have talked with have 
been happy with what is going on 
within the city,” he said. 

Watts said he attributes low atten-
dance at public city meetings to 
residents who are pleased with the 
progress the city is making. The new 
park, upgraded swimming pool, clean 
streets, diversity of medical, residen-
tial and retail combined with the low-
est tax rate in the county contribute to 
a satisfied community, he said.

“We have council meetings, budget 
meetings, and no one really comes,” 
Watts said. “Silence is contentment.”
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HOME  RULE CITY  VS. GENERAL  LAW CITY

Zoning 
The city could use zoning strategies 

to help boost its sales and property tax 
revenue, Watts said.

Land tracts as zoned residential and 
as commercial could be rezoned over 
time. Watts said rezoning requires 

IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 17 YEARS.

www.northsidelexus.com
17925 North Freeway
Houston, TX 77090

281-569-3300

For our Neighbors in 
The Woodlands.

Present this coupon at the time of sale for an extra 
$500 torwards the purchase/lease of a new or 

preowned Lexus vehicle. Must be selected from 
dealer stock. Only one coupon per customer. 

Offer expires 10/07/15.

$50000
ADDITIONAL

NX200t

Must have population of 
5,000 or more

Can pass laws and  
regulations on its own

Can write their own charter, 
the city’s constitution

Free to fix terms of office of 
council members

Method for election of  
mayor is decided by city

Bound by state law

Can only do what the  
legislature allows

Not free to fix terms of 
office of council members

Are bound by state rules for 
mayoral elections

HOME RULE CITY GENERAL LAW CITY
Status for cities with less 
than 5,000 residents 
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63 S. DYLANDSHIRE CIR.  •  $299,900

98 N. LACE ARBOR  •  $278,000

18 KNIGHTS CROSSING  •  $495,000

14 CARMELINE  •  $535,000

23 S. SAGE SPARROW •  $800,000

194 TORTOISE CREEK WAY  •  $299,000

15 NEW LIGHT PL.  •  $589,900

W
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®

®heritagetexas.com

936.447.9625

EVERY CLIENT IS OUR MOST IMPORTANT CLIENT. 

Whether it’s a bungalow or a multi-million dollar home, we 

provide every client with the same high quality of personalized 

service. Wherever life takes you, ask us for the world.

6 LACE POINT  •  $2,995,000
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What would improve a house’s 
appeal to home buyers?

It is best to focus on curb appeal. 
[Inside], the kitchen and the bathroom 
are the best rooms to focus on because 
they have permanent fixtures, such as 
cabinets and faucets. Landscaping is 
also important.

What are some things that could be 
done to the entryway of the house to 
give a better first impression?

Depending on the size of the foyer, a 
foyer table with a table lamp, greenery, 
and decorative picture or decorative 
mirror on wall above provides a nice 
welcoming entry. Outside of the front 
door, potted topiaries or potted flowers 
on each side of the door add color, inter-
est and [a] welcoming entrance. 

What landscaping tips do you have 
for sellers?

It is good to have the shrubs and 
hedges shaped, have black mulch in 
the flowerbeds and, depending on 
the time of year, have flowers. You 
want buyers to be excited when they 
first walk in, and first impressions are 
everything.

What advice would you give to peo-
ple who are selling their house in a 
competitive market?

Show what features and benefits you 
have. Stage your house as if it is occu-
pied, have proper furniture placement, 
the right pieces of decor and declutter. 
This is all very important.

Ask a Realtor
TIPS FOR IMPROVING CURB APPEAL

Adriane Taylor
The Property Source

REAL ESTATE

Local Realtors answer questions about trends and offer 
tips to homebuyers and sellers considering buying or 
selling a home in or around The Woodlands.

Compiled by Abigail Loop

Wash the face of the house: Wash 
windows inside and out and the garage 
door. Clear cobwebs from eaves and hose 
down downspouts. Washing a house can 
add $10,000 to $15,000 to the sale prices 
of some homes.

Freshen the paint job: Match the paint 
already on the home and give the house  
a full, fresh paint job.

Repair the roof: Replace missing, curled or 
faded shingles. Also remove any dirt, moss, 
lichens and algae from the roof.

Clean the yard: Replace overgrown bushes 
with leafy plants and colorful flowers. 
Surround bushes and trees with bark 

mulch. Install an edge on garden beds, pull 
weeds and invasive vines, and apply lawn 
food and water to the yard.

Add color: Plant colorful plants or flowers 
near the front porch or mailbox. The door  
of the house could also be painted a 
brighter color to add appeal.

Fix up the mailbox: Replace the mailbox 
with a high-style die-cast aluminum option 
or repaint it. Feature an architectural 
address plaque with decorative numbers. 

Add a fence: A picket fence with a garden 
gate to frame the yard is a visual asset to 
the property. If a fence is already in place, 
make sure it is clean and in good condition.
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THE WOODLANDS
Creekside Park
Convenient to the New Village Center
281-516-0899

Coronet Ridge - Wooded Home Sites!
From the low $700s

Wooded Overlook 
Few Opportunities Remain!
From the upper $700s

The Estates at Blairs Way
Largest Home Sites in The Woodlands!
From the mid-$800s

NORTH HOUSTON
Woodson’s Reserve
Located on the Future Grand Parkway

Sycamore Heights - Model Home Now Open!
From the upper $400s • 281-907-6188

Magnolia Ridge
Wooded Views on Select Home Sites!
From the low $500s • 281-353-2979

NorthGrove at Spring Creek
Coming Soon! Magnolia ISD
From the $400s • 855-289-8656

Unparalleled Luxury.    
Unbelievable Locations.

Toll Brothers has it all in North Houston!

Don’t Miss Our National Sales Event! September 12th - 27th. See sales manager for details.

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. 
Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm 
applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of the Year 2007, 2008, 
2011, 2012 & 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders.

Visit TollBrothers.com/TollNH for more information & detailed directions today!
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Morrison
Square footage: 2,500-6,000
Home values: $300,000-$700,000
Amenities: playgrounds, trail systems, 
community pond, dog park
Schools: Conroe ISD (Broadway 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School, Oak 
Ridge High School) 

9   Northgrove at Spring Creek 
855-289-8565 
www.northgrovetx.com

Builders: M/I Homes, Perry Homes, 
Toll Brothers and Trendmaker Homes
Square footage: TBA
Home values:  $370,000-$850,000
Amenities: Northgrove Lodge 
amenity center, lakes, parks
Schools: Magnolia ISD (Smith 
Elementary School, Bear Branch 6th 
grade, Bear Branch Junior High 
School, Magnolia High School)

10   Stillwater
936-321-3800 
www.stillwatertx.com

Builders: Jeff Paul Custom Homes, 
Matt Powers Custom Homes, T.D. Cox 
Custom Homes, Tommy Bailey Custom 
Homes
Square footage: 2,600-5,000+
Price range: mid-$400,000-$1 million
Amenities: community lakes and 
reserve, shopping and dining
Schools: Conroe ISD (Bush Elementary 
School, Mitchell Intermediate School, 
Irons Junior High School, The 
Woodlands High School)

11   The Estates at Blair’s Way
281-516-0899 
www.tollbrothers.com

Builders: Toll Brothers
Square footage: 3,900-5,700
Price range: $860,000-$1 million+
Amenities: parks, George Mitchell 
Nature Preserve, lakes, YMCA, 
shopping centers
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FUTURE GRAND PARKWAY

Knox Junior High School, The 
Woodlands College Park High School)

6   Preserve at Northampton
281-251-4666 
www.ryland.com

Builders: Ryland Homes
Square footage: 1740-4,228
Home values: $200,000-$400,000
Amenities: swimming pool, 
playgrounds, walking trails, shopping 
centers
Schools: Klein ISD (Northampton 
Elementary School, Krimmel Intermediate 
School, Klein Oak High School)

7   Timarron Lakes
www.coventryhomes.com

Builders: Coventry Homes, Darling 
Homes, Ryland Homes
Square footage: 2,160-3,300
Home values: $350,000-$500,000
Amenities: shopping centers, parks, 
walking trails, lakes
Schools: Tomball ISD (Timber Creek 
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High 
School, Tomball High School)

8   Woodson’s Reserve
281-353-2979 
www.woodsonsreserve.com

Builders: Toll Brothers, Meritage 
Homes, Perry Homes and Taylor 

1   Bender’s Landing Estates
281-350-1242 
www.benderslandingestates.com

Builders: all custom home builders
Square footage: 3,000-13,000
Home values: $499,000-$2.8 million
Amenities: tennis and basketball 
courts, swimming pool, ftness center
Schools: Conroe ISD (Snyder 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School, Oak 
Ridge High School)

2   Falls at Imperial Oaks
281-296-8000 
www.imperialoaksonline.com

Builders: David Weekley Homes, 
Lennar Homes, Partners in Building, 
Ryland Homes, Village Builders
Square footage: 1,800-4,500
Home values: $180,000-$700,000
Amenities: hiking trails, swimming 
pools, parks, nature trails, dog park
Schools: Conroe ISD (Kaufman 
Elementary School, Vogel Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School, Oak 
Ridge High School)

3   Harmony
936-447-2805 
www.harmony-houston.com

Builders: Perry Homes, Highland 

Homes, Darling Homes, Westin Homes, 
Village Builders, Ashton Woods
Square footage: 2,500-4,150
Home values: $250,000-$600,000+
Amenities: Spring Creek Greenway, 
parks and playgrounds, hiking trails
Schools: Conroe ISD (Broadway 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School and 
Oak Ridge High School)

4   The Woodlands Reserve
713-489-9217 
www.woodlandsnewhomes.com

Builders: Frankel Building Group
Square footage: 4,000-6,000
Home values: $1 million-$2.5 million
Amenities: parks, walking trails, 
shopping centers
Schools: Conroe ISD (Glen Loch 
Elementary School, Mitchell Intermediate 
School, McCullough Junior High School, 
The Woodlands High School)

5   Lakeside Cove
www.gracepointhomes.com

Builders: Gracepoint Homes
Square footage: 3,500-4,200
Home values: $670,000-$1 million+
Amenities: parks, walking trails, golf 
course
Schools: Conroe ISD (Hailey Elementary 
School, Wilkerson Intermediate School, 
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Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

South Montgomery County is home to several new residential real estate developments. These communities are new neighborhoods 
under construction with homes either for sale or will soon be available for purchase. 

Map not to scale
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Amenities: parks, shopping center
Schools: Conroe ISD (Lamar Elementary 
School, Wilkerson Intermediate School, 
Knox Junior High School, College Park 
High School)

14   Lily
832-823-4044 
www.gracepointhomes.com

Builder: Gracepoint Homes
Square footage:  
3,400-3,800
Price range: $590,000+
Amenities: Parks, shopping centers
Schools: Conroe ISD (Oak Ridge 
Elementary School, Collins 
Intermediate School, McCullough 
Junior High School, The Woodlands 
High School

Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekside 
Elementary School, Tomball 
Intermediate School, Tomball Junior 
High School, Tomball High School)

12   Pondera Point
281-351-2109

Builders: Toll Brothers, Darling 
Homes
Square footage: 4,000-5,100
Price Range: $850,000-$1 million+
Amenities: aquatic center, lazy river, 
parks, lakes and ponds, picnic area
Schools: Tomball ISD (Creekview 
Elementary School, Tomball Junior 
High School, Tomball High School)

13   Malaga Forest
832-794-9792 
www.malaga-homes.com

Builders: Malaga Homes
Square footage: 2,300-3,300
Price: $459,000-$557,000

Compiled by Abigail Loop 

Liberty Branch
Liberty Branch is a traditional 
neighborhood design development and 
includes a range of housing types, public 
spaces within walking distance of schools 
and includes two parks: Liberty Square 
Park and Rockwell Square Park. The 
120-acre neighborhood is located in The 
Woodlands’ Village of Creekside Park, with 
400 lots to be established at completion.

Home designs will include traditional 
neighborhood designs and amenities such 
as oversized porches, three-car garages, 
wood flooring, mother-in-law suites 
and butler’s pantries. Townhomes 
and attached patio homes will also be 
available. 

Prices: $300,000-$900,000
Square footage: 2,000-6,000
Schools: Liberty Branch is zoned in 
Tomball ISD with students attending 
Timber Creek Elementary School, Tomball 
Junior High School and Tomball High 
School
Anticipated completion: TBA
 
www.thewoodlands.com 

NEIGHBORHOOD SPOTLIGHT

Creekside Park Blvd. 

Creekside Green Dr.
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David Weekley Homes
281-249-7710
www.davidweekleyhomes.com
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Market data provided by 
Haley Garcia

Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

Market Data
On the market  (August 2015)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or less 5/34 — —  1/107  4/77  12/56  5/43 

$150,000–$199,999 6/57  9/28  1/51  2/83  17/51  63/38  10/34 

$200,000–$299,999 19/45  37/46  43/41  33/70  45/55  131/59  60/51

$300,000–$399,999 17/89  47/57  49/58  39/55  30/88  73/83  72/73

$400,000–$499,999  7/74  28/67  34/52  19/74  15/58  53/102  41/81

$500,000–$599,999 7/76  27/101  29/65  9/75  11/111  33/79  44/143

$600,000–$799,999 9/67  22/107  18/58  2/61  1/85  21/106  23/124 

$800,000–$999,999 4/75  7/69  16/88  1/7  –  11/94  19/140 

$1 million +  35/138  24/137  64/118  1/63  1/44  11/97  65/242 

Price 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

–

Median price of homes sold  August 2014 vs.  August 2015

-32%
-4%

0%

-6%

+11%

-20%

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

77385

77386

77384

77381

77380
77389

77382

1488

45

REAL ESTATE

The Village of Cochran’s Crossing was 
founded in 1983 and is home to over 
16,000 residents. The neighborhood 
features several schools, large parks, 
a village shopping center and The 
Woodlands Country Club Palmer Course. 
The village is near Research Forest Drive 
and Lake Woodlands Drive and is only a 
few minutes away from I-45.

Cochran’s Crossing, 77381

130 E. Capstone Circle  $595,000
5 Bedroom/3.5 Bath  3,514 sq. ft.
Agent: Vanessa Esparza  713-689-9900
Keller Williams Realty The Woodlands

2 Early Frost Place  $935,000
4 Bedrooms/4.5 Bath  4,460 sq. ft.
Agent: N. Dean Milton  281-363-5868
RE/MAX The Woodlands & Spring

75 Wind Ridge Circle  $742,500
4 Bedroom/3.5 Bath  4,351 sq. ft.
Agent: Scott Oleksy    281-825-1742
Ideal Realty

62 Palmer Bend  $619,000
3 Bedrooms/2.5 Bath  2,624 sq. ft.
Agent: Gary Watts   832-326-1607
Keller Williams Realty The Woodlands

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 8/28/15

Square footage: 1,080-8,500 

Home values: $152,410-$2 million

Amenities: walking trails, basketball and 
tennis courts, lakefront parks, shopping 
centers, schools

Schools:  Galatas Elementary School, Collins 
Intermediate School, McCullough Junior High 
School, The Woodlands High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

Emergency Services District No. 8     0.2175
Montgomery County  0.4767
Montgomery County Hospital 0.0725
Conroe ISD   1.2800 
Lone Star College  0.1081
The Woodlands Township 0.2500 
Total (per $100 value):  2.4048

96

Homes on 
the market*

$12,250

Median annual 
property taxes

$327,450

Median 
home value

90

Average days on 
the market*

17

Homes under 
contract*

 $134.68

Median price 
per square foot

+13%

HALEY GARCIA | Broker Associate | 281.701.6174 | haley@haleygarcia.com 
heritagetexas.com

CARLTON WOODS
6 Lace Point | $2,995,000

THE WOODLANDS
2710 Rabinow Ct. | $549,000

THE WOODLANDS
2706 Berners Lee Ave Ct. | $530,000

®
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*As of 08/28/15

LOCAL AMENITIES NEARBY DEVELOPMENT FEATURED APARTMENT COMPLEX

Cochran’s Crossing 
Shopping Center

Avana at Sterling Ridge

Woodlands Pkwy. 
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Cochran’s Crossing Shopping Center features 
some of the following businesses located at 
4747 Research Forest Drive between Gosling 
Road and Shadowbend Place:

• Amerejuve
• The Beverage Shoppe
• Compass Bank
• Darque Tan 
• Gigi’s Cupcakes
• Kidville
• Kroger Signature Store
• Rico’s Mexican Grill
• Shag Spa & Salons
• Sundale Donuts No. 2
• William Wambaugh, D.D.S.

6900 Lake Woodlands Drive,  
The Woodlands

Number of units: 254
Square footage: 756-1,348
Unit features*: 
• Spacious walk-in closets 
• Black Whirlpool appliances
• Full-size washer and dryer included
• Modern track lighting 
• Berber carpet
• Garden tubs

Office hours:  Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.,           
Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. 1-5 p.m.

Listed one-bedroom starting price range:
756 sq. ft.: $1,094-$1,110  
851 sq. ft.: $1,119-$1,238, 970 sq. ft.: 
$1,186-$1,227, 1,024 sq. ft.: $1,272-$1,372

Listed two-bedroom starting price range:
1,180-1191 sq. ft.: $1,509-$1,609
1,555 sq. ft.: $1,650-$1,750

Listed three-bedroom starting price range:
1,348 sq. ft.: $1,769-$2,353

*All features vary by unit

6900 Lake Woodlands Drive, The Woodlands
888-986-3756
www.avanasterlingridge.com

Bear Branch Park is the home of The 
Woodlands Recreation Center and also 
features a barrier-free playground and dog 
park. Basketball courts and a tennis court are 
also available as well as picnic tables and 
gazebos.

Shadowbend Park is located on Lake 
Woodlands Drive and is the 12th park to be 
built in The Woodlands. The park features 
the Shadowbend Pool and is utilized for Little 
League soccer and lacrosse games. It also 
includes a playground, tennis area, a large 
pavilion and picnic tables.

Credit approval required. Certain terms and conditions may apply. Additional loan options available for primary residence, second home, 
investment properties and refinances. See credit union for definitions of refinance loan programs. The offer for payment of closing costs 
applies to new purchases and refinances only. Purchase tiers are as follows: $20,000-$75,000 receive $500 off closing costs; $75,001-
$150,000 receive $800 off closing costs; $150,001-$300,000 receive $1,000 off closing costs; $300,001+ receive $1,200 off closing 
costs. Refinance tiers are as follows: $500 off closing costs on a portfolio program; $1,000 off closing costs on a saleable loan program. 
We require the Truth in Lending, Good Faith Estimate and HUD-1 closing statement from the competitor for comparison purposes in order to 
receive the $250 if we can’t meet or beat your qualified rate. Visit TDECU.org/mortgage for complete requirements. Offer valid July 15 thru 
September 30, 2015 and cannot be combined with any other TDECU Mortgage offer. 10023-CIWOOD-SEPT 0815-PA-8154.01

CALLING ALL IT’S-TIME-
FOR-A-BIGGER-HOUSE-
LET’S-TALK HOME BUYERS.
Receive up to $1,200 off your closing costs with
a loan from TDECU Mortgage. 

Call TDECU when you’re ready to finance a new home or to 
refinance your existing loan. Our goal is to give you the best 
solutions for your personal needs. Which is why we offer up 
to $1,200 off your closing costs and up to 103% financing
options. We even guarantee to meet or beat any local 
competitor’s rate on the purchase or refinance of your home, 
or we’ll give you $250 after closing.

Give us a call or visit the:
The Woodlands Member Center
1410 Research Forest Dr.
Shenandoah, TX 77381 

Apply and get pre-approved today! 

Be YOU and Belong.
TDECU.org/mortgage

800.839.1154 x4614
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“For our clients, luxury is defined by 
comfort level, not dollar amount.” 

   - Diane Kink, Owner 
                             

EVERYDAY LUXURY  
AT EVERY PRICE POINT 

NOW SERVING ALL OF HOUSTON & SURROUNDING AREAS 

281.364.4828  │ TheKinkTeam.com 

 

THE KINK TEAM REAL ESTATE 

 

GET IN TOUCH  TODAY 

Info@TheKinkTeam.com                  Each office is independently owned and operated 
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Thirteen offce buildings totaling over 4 
million square feet have been added to The 
Woodlands submarket over the last year. 
(2.5 million square feet was ExxonMobil)

Leasing in the second quarter has slowed 
compared to the last few years. The 
648,000 square feet and 44 transactions 
in the second quarter of 2014 dropped to 
128,000 square feet and 28 transactions.

Development continues this quarter with 
seven offce buildings totaling 1.5 million 
square feet currently under construction 
and 29 buildings totaling 4.8 million square 
feet planned or proposed. 

This chart offers a comparison of the percentage of available commercial real estate and 
the cost per square foot of that available space for the second quarter annually.

This chart offers a comparison of the amount of newly available commercial real estate 
by square footage to the amount of space available annually in the second quarter.

This chart shows the total number of commercial real estate transactions, and the 
amount of space leased, in the second quarter of each year since 2006.

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE UPDATE  OFFICE SPACE
The Woodlands Office Market  |  Second Quarter 2015

Leasing activity 

Vacancy rate vs. rental rate New construction vs. vacancy rate

77385

77386

77384

77381

77380
77389

77382

1488

45

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Market data provided by Caldwell Companies
7904 N. Sam Houston Parkway, fourth floor

The Woodlands, TX 77064
College Station | Houston | The Woodlands

1,575,145

7

16,244,345
Square feet of total office space

$30.49/SF
Average gross rental rate

Square feet

Buildings

1,551,462
Square feet of unoccupied space

184
Class A and B  

office buildings

93.5%
Occupancy rate

120,907 72%

28
Square feet leased in Class A office space 

built in 2008 or later

transactions

23
Full floors 
available

Under 
construction
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Source: Caldwell Companies analysis of CoStar Group Inc. data; includes Class A and B office buildings of 10,000 square feet or greater. 
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4526 Research Forest Dr. #350
Woodlands, TX 77064
713.690.0000
caldwellcos.com

DOING IT RIGHT. RIGHT NOW.

 RIGHT HERE IN THE WOODLANDS.

For tenant or landlord representation services, count on 

Caldwell’s 25 years of experience and expertise for exceptional 

office, industrial, land and commercial real estate solutions. 

OFFICE    n   INDUSTRIAL    n   LAND    n   RETAIL

070-376 CommunityImpact Ad Sept 9.1837x2.6875 MECH.indd   1 9/4/15   12:22 PM
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LEAVE ORDINARY BEHIND…

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials, and availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or 
obligation. Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2015 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved. Houston, TX (HOUA66202)

For more information, contact us at 281-249-7752

For more information, contact us at 281-249-7710

Stop dreaming and start living extraordinarily!

At David Weekley Homes, we understand that no two Customers are the same, and neither are two homes. That’s why we offer 

Custom ChoicesTM and Flex SpaceSM, along with your own Personal BuilderSM and Design Consultant. We want you to make your 

David Weekley home your own, from the way the spaces live to the decorator style you prefer. Choose an extraordinary new home 

that can be customized to fit your ever-changing lifestyle and distinctive taste in these Woodlands-area communities:

In The Reserve at Grogan’s Mill, you’ll enjoy:

• Gated community with low tax rate of 2.2%; 
limited homesites remaining

• A variety of floor plans, 
ranging in size from 2,900 to 
3,500 square feet, priced from 
the upper $600s

• HOA includes front and back 
lawn maintenance

• Conveniently located just 
outside The Woodlands off 
I-45 and near The Woodlands Mall and 
Market Street

In Liberty Branch at Creekside Park, you’ll enjoy:

• Priced from the $550s with homes situated 
on spacious, wooded homesites

• Located in The Woodlands 
with great shopping, dining and 
entertainment, and near the 
ExxonMobil campus

• Traditional Neighborhood 
Development with tree-lined 
streets and pocket parks

• Move-in ready Showcase Homes 
available

Woodlands Parkway

45

Vision Park Blvd.
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ill R
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�e Reserve at
Grogan’s Mill

Research Forest Dr.

45

1960
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ExxonMobil
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Featured listings are randomly selected from CoStar Group Inc. If you are a real estate agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost, please send property information 
and photo to wdl@communityimpact.com. All listings will be considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper. 

Commercial properties
Featured listings of active area properties

REAL ESTATE

Properties for lease

42,953 sq. ft. total         $24 per sq. ft./nnn**
(21,354 sq. ft. and 21,599 sq. ft. available)        
Agent: Steve Rocher   713-577-1615 
Agency: CBRE

460 Wildwood Forest Drive

8,025 sq. ft. total    $26 per sq. ft./nnn**
(1,428, 3,242 and 3,355 sq. ft. available)
Agent: Jeff Beard   281-367-2220 
Agency: J. Beard Real Estate Company

1,200 sq. ft.    $21 per sq. ft./fs*
Agent: Susan Mack   281-793-6958
Agency: Exit Lone Star Realty

9595 Six Pines Drive

1,500 sq. ft.  $21 per sq. ft./nnn**
Agent: Heather Carlile   936-672-7671 
Agency: Blavesco

25511 Budde Road

15,000 sq. ft. total  $28 per sq. ft./fs*
(5,000 sq. ft. and 9,000 sq. ft. available)
Agent: Luis-Pablo Grijalva  281-356-5858 
Agency: Keller Williams

153,810 sq. ft. total  $33 per sq. ft./nnn** 
(20,871 sq. ft. and 27,135 sq. ft. available)
Agent: Paul Coonrod   713-300-0306 
Agency: Stream Realty Partners

26310 Oak Ridge Drive1575 Sawdust Road

5,153 sq. ft. total   $20 per sq. ft./fs*
(1,653 sq. ft. and 3,500 sq. ft. available)
Agent: Ross Foldetta   281-466-2880
Agency: Foldetta Commercial

8,875 sq. ft. total            $28-$30 per sq. ft./nnn**
(4,105 sq. ft. and 4,770 sq. ft. available)
Agent: OJ Bobek   281-723-0215
Agency: Bobek Realty Group

1544 Sawdust Road24 Waterway Avenue

2219 Sawdust Road 

2

4

86

1

3

75

* fs denotes full service cost, which includes fees such as maintenance and utilities of buildings
** nnn denotes triple net, or rates that do not include operating costs for buildings
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Apply now at archwayhomeloans.com or call 
Richard Kelly, 

Mortgage Broker
NMLS#352196

Archway Home Loans
6900 Lake Woodlands Drive #811
The Woodlands, TX 77382
Equal Housing Lender   NMLS #381038

Through Archway… to your new home! 

281-719-0942 
or toll free 1-844-823-6258

• Purchases
• Refinancing
• Loan programs with no out-of-pocket 

expenses available

• First home / second home / 
investment properties 

• Personalized service for your unique 
needs; we welcome complex situations!

Compiled by Brian Walzel 
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832-968-PROS

ON PROFESSIONAL BATHROOM REMODELING PROJECTS
FALL REMODELING SALE

$1,000 OFF  $10,000 Remodel
$1,500 OFF  $15,000 Remodel

CALL THE PROS
**EXPIRES OCTOBER 31

(7767)

Custom Showers - Tub To Shower Conversions
Free Standing Tubs - Walk In Tubs

Over 30 Years Of Combined Experience
Fully Insured - A Rated With BBB

All Credit Cards Accepted

Free Consultation

www.joetheplumber.net • Full Licensed and Insured  License #13044

Serving Houston, Cypress, Hockley, Tomball, Magnolia, and Now Serving THE WOODLANDS

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
SERVICING 24/7. EMERGENCY CALLS AT NO EXTRA CHARGE.
NO EXTRA CHARGE ON THE WEEKEND. NO TRIP CHARGE FOR ANY TYPE OF SERVICE CALL.

CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTE

HIGH QUALITY & DEPENDABLE SERVICE

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
Sewer, Gas and Water line - Repair and Replace • Water Line Repiping • Water Heater Service and Installations 

Repair, Replace Kitchen and Bath Faucets • Install Whole House Softeners and Filtration Systems 

 Replace Shower Base and Tubs • Repair, Replace Toilets, Disposals, and more • Backflow Preventers Installation 

Perform Gas Test • Camera and Line Locators • Hydrostatic Testing • Hydro-jet High Pressure Services; • Sample Wells
REQUEST

YOUR
APPOINTMENT 

ONLINE
TODAY!281-256-2239



Explore the all new communityimpact.com/deals

Full Uniform & Trophy to All!
Girls & Boys: 4-18 years old

• No Travel: All games played 
locally - 22 locations

• One practice per week

• All 8 Games on Saturdays 
beginning October 10

Sign Up Early & Save $5
Sign Ups End September 22
• Very Affordable  

• Two Payment Plan Available

FFPS is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization

Fun•Fair•Positive Soccer
Making Youth Sports FUN Again!

Fun•Fair•Positive Soccer

For more info or to sign up go to www.FFPS.org or call 800.828.7529 (PLAY)

POSITIVE COACHING!EQUAL PLAY!
FUN!

Home & Garden 
Integrity Comfort Solutions .................. 91

Dining
Another Broken Egg ............................ 90
Atsumi Asian Kitchen .......................... 94
Baker St. Pub & Grill ........................... 90
Masa’s Sushi ...................................... 91
Namaste Indian ................................... 92
Nothing Bundt Cakes .......................... 92
Sapporo Japanese Bistro .................... 93
Sitar Cuisine of India ........................... 91

Gifts & Shopping
Nexcar ................................................ 93

Health & Beauty
Family Thai Massage .......................... 92
Healthy Figures ................................... 90
Modern Salon ..................................... 95
Woodlands Wellness ........................... 90

Services
Great American Rug Company ............ 92
Nannies of The Woodlands .................. 93
Willow Creek Ranch of Tomball ........... 94

Recreation & Education
Kid to Kid ............................................ 94
Paddington Brittish School .................. 94
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Let’s do lunch!Let’s do lunch!Let’s do lunch!

25 Waterway Ave.
281.362.7431
bakerstreetpub.com

Monday–Friday 11am–2pm

13 Lunch Items
$7.99 & Under

$3.99 Burger
Every Monday

Happy Hour
Mon–Sat 2–9pm

& All Day Sunday

WE HAVE A PROGRAM THAT IS DESIGNED TO 
KICK METABOLISM INTO HIGH GEAR

BY EATING NORMAL FOODS AND USING 
PATENTED FAT-BURNERS AND BLOCKERS 

FDA-APPROVED APPETITE SUPPRESSANT
OR ALL NATURAL AMINO ACIDS

WE MEDICALLY MONITOR YOUR PROGRESS 
AND WORK WITH YOUR INSURANCE

WOODLANDS PKWY. ROBINSON RD.

ALANA LN.

HANNA RD.

GIVE US A CALL TO FIND OUT MORE!
281-419-7222

$50 OFF
INITIAL VISIT

26797 HANNA RD., STE. 3, OAK RIDGE NORTH, TX 77385 
HEALHTYFIGURESHOUSTON.COM

THIS CLIENT WAS ON THE PLAN A TOTAL 
OF 25 WEEKS AND LOST 77.2 POUNDS 

AND 65.5 INCHES!

BEFORE AFTER
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SAVE MONEY!
Best time ever to get a new 
heating or cooling system.
Low interest, cut fuel bills, special 

rebates, worry–free warranties.
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE HOME VISIT

GREAT FINANCING

HURRY! Limited Time Offer
1-844-Get-Cool (1-844-438-2665)

www.integrityair.com

SAVE WITH UP TO
$1400 IN REBATES

   18 months
No Interest & No Payment Financing

OR

   48 months
Equal Payment with No Interest

OR

 Kiseki SetCHEF CHOICE DINNER
TRADITIONAL JAPANESE DISHES

TWO DAY ADVANCED ORDER REQUIRED.

CUSTOM CATERING

New Menu Items
(281) 298-5688 • facebook.com/masasushiandrobatabar

4775 W Panther Creek Drive, Suite 430 • The Woodlands, TX 77381

10% Off
Come have a taste 

of Japan!

Valid M - T. No holidays.

TAKE-OUT, PARTY TRAYS,
 LUNCH PACKAGES

Pan seared Scottish salmon 
with avocado

Pan seared Kobi steak with 
sweet shrimp tempura

Masa's 10 year Anniversary 
Charity Golf Event

Join us at our annual golf outing Saturday September 
19th at The Village Golf Club. Followed by open 

bar and all you can eat delicacies prepared by chef 
Masa-san at Masa's Sushi and Robata Bar. Proceeds 
go to the Young Children with Disabilities program.

When: Saturday, September 19th
Where: The Village Golf Club, 70 Greenbriar Dr.
Registration time: 11:00 am, Tee Time: 12:00 pm
Dinner: 5:30 pm
Charity Auction: 8:00pm
Cost: $90.00 includes green fee, cart, boxed lunch and 
dinner. Dinner only $40

RATED #1 SUSHI BAR IN THE WOODLANDS & HOUSTON

EVERY DAY LUNCH AND DINNER BUFFET 
WE DO CATERING - TO-GO MENU - A LA CARTE - BUFFET STYLE SETUP & PARTY TRAYS!

CUISINE OF INDIA

SITAR
FINE DINING INDIAN RESTAURANT

WEEKDAYS: 11AM–2:30PM & 5PM–9:30PM
WEEKENDS: 11AM–9:30PM

Next door to us, we have
INDIA GOURMET SPICES 
grocery store for all your Indian/Pakistan/
Middle-Eastern spices, herbs, rice, lentils, 
fresh vegetables, halal meat & much more.

www.sitarcuisineofindia.net

When you buy
2 buffets and 2 drinks.

Valid Monday - Friday only. One coupon per table. 

$5 OFF$5 OFF

SERVING THE WOODLANDS/
SPRING AREA FOR 15 YEARS

25701 Interstate 45 North, Suite # 12
The Woodlands, TX 77380

(281) 364-0200
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Rug Services
• Fine Rug Cleaning
• Fine Rug Repair
• Pet Odor Removal
• Protective Treatment
• Custom-Fit Rug Pads
• Moth Guard

Other Services Available
• Carpet Cleaning 
• Carpet Repair
• Upholstery Cleaning
• Tile & Grout Cleaning
• Natural Stone

FINE RUG 
CLEANING
20% Discount
in-store drop off

Cannot be combined with other 
offers. Call for information 

281.255.0024

FREE
PICK UP AND 

DELIVERY
CALL FOR DETAILS

With minimum  
$175 cleaning fee.  

Additional restrictions apply.

See our process at   www.GreatAmericanRugCleaningCompany.com

ACCREDITED 
BUSINESS

281.255.0024
212 E. Main St. Tomball, TX 77375

www.GreatAmericanRugCleaningCompany.com

A PROSTEEM Company

Quality service since 1993

We clean fine rugs from around the world!
Oriental • Persian • Turkish • Afghan • Pakistan • Indian

 MASSAGES
Thai Combos Swedish Massage

Thai Traditional Massage

Aromatherapy Massage

Thai Upper Body Massage

Four Hand Massage

Couples Massage

Hot Stone Massage

 SPAS
Body Scrub • Body Wrap

WHAT WE OFFER

Family Thai Massage

$10 OFF 
Grand Opening 1 Hour Massage

Expires 10-7-15

$20 OFF 
Expires 10-7-15

Grand Opening Spa Package

501 H Sawdust Road, Spring, TX 77380
281-292-6618 • familythaimassage.com281-292-6618 • familythaimassage.com

ME3036

with purchase of a bundtlet
FREEBundtlet

Expires 10/13/15. Limit one coupon per guest. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Redeemable only 
at the bakery listed. Must be claimed in-store during normal business hours. No cash value.

  The Woodlands • 10868 Kuykendahl Road, Suite B • (281) 419-8026

nothingbundtcakes.com

 NAMASTE 
              Indian Restaurant 

 

202 Sawdust Road # 115 
Spring, TX 77380 

 

 (281) 298 5570 
 

 

 

LUNCH BUFFETT  --  DINNER  --  TAKEOUT   --  CATERING 

WWW.NAMASTEIR.COM 

 
       

 Lunch Buffet: Daily ($10.99)11:00am – 3:00pm         Dinner: Al-a-Carte 5:00pm – 10:00pm 
 
 

 NAMASTE 
              Indian Restaurant 

 

202 Sawdust Road # 115 
Spring, TX 77380 

 

 (281) 298 5570 
 

 

 

LUNCH BUFFETT  --  DINNER  --  TAKEOUT   --  CATERING 

WWW.NAMASTEIR.COM 

 
       

 Lunch Buffet: Daily ($10.99)11:00am – 3:00pm         Dinner: Al-a-Carte 5:00pm – 10:00pm 
 
 10% OFF 

Entire Order
Dinner Only. Limit 1 coupon per table. 

Coupon must be presented at time of purchase. 
Not valid with any other o� er. Expires 10/31/15.

COMBO DEAL FOR 2
Veg. pakoda, 2 entrees of choice from our veg. or chicken, 
jeera rice, 2 naans, gulab jamun dessert and soft drinks for 

$32.99 
Limit 1 coupon per customer/table. Mon-Thurs. Dine in 

dinner ONLY. Not valid with any other o� er. Expires10/31/15.

Take out special

10% OFF 
the entire order. 

Limit 1 coupon per customer. Mon-Thurs. ONLY. Not valid 
with any other o� er. Expires 10/31/15.
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30420 FM 2978 Magnolia, Suite 300, 
Magnolia, TX 77354

www.sapporohouston.com
281-789-4445

Sushi  •  Steak  •  Seafood  •  Traditional Japanese Dishes  • Full Bar

FM
 2

97
8 Woodlands Pkwy.

SUNDAY - THURSDAY: 
11 AM - 10 PM

FRIDAY - SATURDAY: 
11 AM - 11 PM

BUY ONE 
GET ONE FREE

LUNCH SPECIAL OR DINNER ENTREE
*One coupon per table and cannot be combined with other 

offers. Must present coupon. Expires 10/7/15

 WITH PURCHASE OF 2 ROLLS 
AND 2 DRINKS

FREE SUSHI ROLL

*of equal or lesser value. One coupon per table and cannot be 
combined with other offers. Must present coupon. 

Expires 10/7/15

832.482.4639
nanniesofthewoodlands.com

Nannies, Baby Sitters, 
Senior Companions & 

Housekeepers 
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School Curriculum 2-3-5 Days per Week / Hours 9-12, 9-3, 12-3, 8-5
Advanced Academics • Core Knowledge • Zoo Phonics • Handwriting Without Tears
Fine Arts • Classical Music • Orchestra • Dance • Movement • Kids Yoga
Etiquette • Spanish • French • Science Lab • Computer Lab • Art Studio • Music Room 

Performances in our Musical Productions
Character Day • Holiday Musical • Spring Concert • Salute to the USA!

Jr. Explorer Clubs
(also open to children not enrolled in Paddington)
Science • Computer • Art • Spanish
French • Music/Dance • ABC 123

NURSERY • PRE-SCHOOL • PRE-K • TRANSITION • KINDERGARTEN

 An exclusive, privately owned school
nestled on three acres of gardens.

Serving The Woodlands for 27 years

www.paddingtonbritishschool.com
2010 Sawdust Road   •   The Woodlands   •   281-292-0654

FREE
Registration

if you
transfer
to us!
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WE ALSO OFFER:
Cat Boarding  •  Horseback Riding Lessons 

Pony Parties  •  Doggie Daycare

WILLOW CREEK RANCH
OF TOMBALL

CAGE FREE DOG BOARDING

WE ALSO OFFER:WE ALSO OFFER:
Cat Boarding  •  Horseback Riding Lessons Cat Boarding  •  Horseback Riding Lessons Cat Boarding  •  Horseback Riding Lessons 

Pony Parties  •  Doggie Daycare
Cat Boarding  •  Horseback Riding Lessons 

Pony Parties  •  Doggie Daycare
Cat Boarding  •  Horseback Riding Lessons 

WILLOW CREEK RANCHWILLOW CREEK RANCHWILLOW CREEK RANCHWILLOW CREEK RANCHWILLOW CREEK RANCH
OF TOMBALLOF TOMBALLOF TOMBALLOF TOMBALLOF TOMBALLOF TOMBALLOF TOMBALL

10% OFF  Boarding 
o r Grooming

New customers only. Not valid on holidays.

Open 7 days a week, 365 days a year
Monday - Sunday 7am-7pm | Holidays 7am-7pm

11105 Mahaff ey | Tomball, TX 77375 | 832-884-6122 | WillowCreekPets.com 67 7 7  WOODLANDS PKWY at KUYKENDAHL (HEB) • (281) 419.3339

Earn cash or 20% more in store credit for your outgrown items so  
another family can love them like you did. Plus, shop the best selection 

of kids’ clothes, toys, baby gear and more!

earn cash for
all seasons of clothing year round

3335 College Park Dr.
in The Woodlands 

DRAFT BEER   -   CHINESE FOOD   -   SUSHI

Monday through Sunday
11am - 10 pm

Happy Hour 
7 days a week all day

www.AtsumiUSA.com          (936) 242-0044

$10 OFF
BUY ONE GET ONE 

FREE
$50 OR MORE LUNCH SPECIAL OR DINNER ENTREE

One coupon per table and cannot be combined with 
other off ers. Must present coupon. Expires 10/7/15

With purchase of 2 drinks. One coupon per table and 
cannot be combined with other off ers. 
Must present coupon. Expires 10/7/15

BEST ASIAN FUSION IN TOWN! Atsumi off ers a unique dining experience unlike anything else - come see for yourself!

NOW OPEN! 
Come see our renovations!

College Park Dr.

U.S. HW
Y. 45
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Long Pham is exactly where he wants to be.  He 
opened his fi rst salon 20 years ago, using his natural 
talent for styling on friends and family in his college 
days.  It was clear he had passion for the art.  With his 
wife and three employees, this small staff ran a salon 
-- with no outside signage or advertising.

News of his unique style (and unusually affordable 
pricing) spread rapidly by word-of-mouth.  Long 
accumulated a loyal client base and the staff of three 
grew to twelve.  Any given day you could fi nd a line of 
people waiting outside the door at 10am -- and Long 
takes them all.

As his client list grew, Long easily averaged 80 cuts & 
colors per day.

Today we fi nd Long, his staff and his growing fan base 
of customers have outgrown the small salon.  He’s 
proud to provide his clients with luxury treatment in 
this new, relaxing environment.  Long opened Modern 
Salon with the same outlook he had when he began 
his career -- only now, there’s a sign outside the door.

Long is excited to partner with one of his top stylists, 
Tony Do to open a salon in The Woodlands.  Modern 
Salon Day Spa is a full service salon driven by creativity 
and inspiration.  We feel privileged to serve each 
client and we do everything we can to provide for our 
clients.  you’ll fi nd the highest level of equality and 
creativity in a unique atmosphere, where luxury meets 
chic.  Become part of the future of Houston style!

WWW.MODERNSALONDAYSPA.COM

10490 HUFFMEISTER RD.
HOUSTON, TX 77065

281.807.4247

9635 N. HOUSTON ROSSLYN RD.
HOUSTON, TX 77088

713.896.4247

15202 MASON RD. #300
CYPRESS, TX 77433

832.653.5826

THE WOODLANDS
469 FM 1488

CONROE, TEXAS 77384
832.876.0533

COMING IN LATE SEPTEMBERNOW OPEN IN FAIRFIELD

290

H
U

FF
M

EI
ST

ER
 R

D
.

M

WIMBLEDON 
OAKS DR.

N
. H

O
U

STO
N

 RO
SSLYN

 RD
.

W. MT HOUSTON RD.

W. LITTLE YORK RD.

M 290

M
A

SO
N

 R
D

.

CYPRESSWOOD DR. M

45

FM 1488

M

THE WOODLANDS 
OPENING IN SEPTEMBER

CALL 832-876-0533 TO SCHEDULE 
YOUR APPOINTMENT!

MAKING HOUSTON BEAUTIFUL FOR 20 YEARS!



Once again, our dedicated nurses and staff have achieved 
national recognition for world-class care.

The Magnet Recognition Program® has once again recognized the nursing staff at Memorial Hermann  

The Woodlands as among the nation’s elite. This prestigious honor, granted by the American Nurses  

Credentialing Center, is exclusively reserved for healthcare organizations demonstrating nursing  

excellence, innovation in professional nursing practice and quality patient care.  

This continued recognition ensures we will attract and enlist the most highly skilled and dedicated  

healthcare professionals available. And it’s further proof of our commitment to advancing health.

Learn what our recognition means for you. Visit memorialhermann.org

LEADERS
IN NURSING
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