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Where local lives.

ALL-NEW & COMPLETELY REDESIGNED

VISIT TODAY!

SJRA readies water for local users as pipe installation ends

Consultant to determine 
possible funding sources

Purification efforts include treating, filtering lake water at new Conroe facility

Woodlands bike and pedestrian plan advances

The Woodlands Township’s cycling and  
pedestrian plan could improve lane shoulders.

By Julie Butterfield
The Woodlands Township is pro-

gressing with a plan to integrate bike 
lanes and pedestrian pathways to 
enhance the community’s intercon-
nectivity without negatively affecting 
vehicle traffic. However some local res-
idents oppose the plan, claiming new 
bike lanes will put cyclists and motor-
ists at odds. 

The township will work with a con-
sulting firm to determine new pathways 
that will interconnect the community. See Bike Lanes | 76

See Water | 78
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The Lone Star Groundwater 
Conservation District adopts 
a plan that establishes 
the limits on how much 
groundwater can be pumped 
and the deadlines for usage 
reductions. The LSGCD 
established Jan. 1, 2016 as 
the date when groundwater 
withdrawals must be reduced.

August 2012
Construction of 
the surface water 
treatment plant, 
raw water intake, 
and associated 
storage and 
pumping facilities 
begins.

July 2013
Pipeline construction 
begins in The Woodlands.

July 2014
69 percent of pipeline 
has been installed, 
and the groundwater 
reduction plan 
construction project 
is 65 percent complete. 
Pipeline construction in 
The Woodlands is more 
than halfway completed.

September 2015
Pipelines and SJRA’s water plant are expected to be 
complete. Residents in parts of Montgomery County will 
receive surface water from Lake Conroe.

November 2013
More than 42,000 feet of pipeline has 
been installed throughout the county.

September 2014
81 percent of pipeline has 
been installed and project 
is 76 percent complete.

March 2015
Testing is complete 
for pipelines in The 
Woodlands. Pipeline 
construction begins in 
Oak Ridge North.

May 2014
Water plant 
construction is 
underway. 57 percent 
of pipeline has been 
installed and the 
project is 53 percent 
complete. Pipeline 
construction on Rayford 
Road begins.

2006
2010 2011 20132012 2014 2015

June 2015
The project is in the process of fine-tuning pumps and 
operations. The project is projected to be complete and 
provide clean, fresh water before Sept. 1.

September 2014                                                             
Consumers residing in SJRA groundwater reduction plan 
districts see an increase in groundwater reduction plan fees in 
their water bills.

July 2010
80 percent of county water 
users join the SJRA groundwater 
reduction plan.

8 IMPACTS
Now Open, Coming Soon & more

18 DINING
Caffe Di Fiore

20 DEVELOPMENT
Shenandoah to upgrade visitors center

“What we have been looking at is 
that at The Woodlands build-out, our 
pathway system is not fully connected,” 
Tough said. “Full connectivity for bicy-
cles and pedestrian transportation is a 
natural evolution of transportation in 
The Woodlands.”

The township could select a con-
sultant by July 22, with the results of 
the study expected to be complete by 
the end of the year or in early 2016, 
according to representatives from the 
Bike The Woodlands Coalition. The 
process of adopting a bike and pedes-
trian plan will include public input, 
such as consultant presentations at 

According to the township, the goals 
of the effort are to formulate a design 
that will meet or exceed transportation 
guidelines and identify existing and 
proposed infrastructure to accommo-
date a pedestrian-bicycle system. The 
plans will not be designed to remove 
vehicle thoroughfare medians, town-
ship officials said.

Township chairman Bruce Tough 
said the plan would incorporate 
options, such as streets, pathways 
and drainage ditches as areas that 
could be utilized for bike lanes. It will 
also address a pathway system in The 
Woodlands that will connect streets, 
villages, schools and churches, he said. 

EducationEducation
Focus

Higher

41-47 News 
and listings  
of colleges, 
universities

Source: San Jacinto River Authority/Community Impact Newspaper



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com2

Commercial Real 
Estate Leaders

LANDLORD & TENANT 
REPRESENTATION

SITE ACQUISITION

SALES & LEASING

REAL ESTATE
CONSULTING

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

Adding Value to Lease Properties
By  Lindsey McKean, The J. Beard Real Estate Company

If you are a commercial investor or owner, you may want to take advantage of the current market conditions by adding value to existing 
lease properties.  A core objective for most investors is to increase the return on their investment by adding value.

One of the most important factors a ecting overall budget is rental income.  If a property is not 100% leased, the fi rst priority will likely 
be to fi ll any vacancies. If a property is fully leased, the opportunity may be available to replace poor performing tenants or tenants 
paying under-market rents.  Most Landlords in today’s competitive market look to professional real estate companies to handle this task. 
Experienced brokers are constantly working to develop and maintain relationships and knowledge about the ever-changing market. Filling 
a property with credit-worthy and capable tenants is not always an easy undertaking. A broker will be able to help by focusing e orts on 
marketing the property to the best users, allowing Landlords to concentrate on growing their business.

Making physical changes to buildings or structures that enhance visual appeal and e�  ciency is another way to increase the value of a 
property.  These improvements can be minor, for example, painting, parking lot repairs, or updating building signage or lighting. For older 
properties, major improvements may be necessary, such as updating the building façade, replacing storefronts, or resurfacing the parking 
lot. In some cases, there may even be opportunity to add Gross Leasable Area, thus increasing your revenue stream. Upgrading interior 
features can also have a positive e ect on your overall value. Energy-e�  cient building systems that have HVAC, lighting conservation, or 
water consumption measures not only save you money, but are also great features that entice prospective tenants. 

Hiring a professional management company is yet another way to add value to a property. They will help owners by not only maintaining 
a property, but also by improving the operating performance in a way that maximizes profi ts. Professional management services will save 
owners time and trouble by handling the day to day needs and balancing the owners long term goals.    

Using our expertise in the local market, The J. Beard Real Estate Company can greatly benefi t investors of commercial lease properties. 
Whether your needs are simple or complex, our team of leasing, sales, and management professionals can help you extract the most value 
out of your property. 

Je  Beard, CCIM
President

INSIGHT.
LEADERSHIP.
EXPERTISE.

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

The J. Beard Real Estate Company

•  Grocery-anchored center located at the intersection of highly traveled  SH 242 & FM 1488
•  Spaces available from 1,000-6,237 SF
•  .6 acre, .9 acre, 1.6 acre pad sites available
•  Close proximity to Sam Houston State University – The Woodlands Campus, Lone Star College 
    and  St. Luke’s Hospital

FOR LEASE

WINDVALE SHOPPING CENTER

Lindsey McKean
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Get your show on the road

With the cloud-based X1 DVR™ from XFINITY,®  you can take your personal DVR library with you 

wherever you go. Stream or download your recordings on any device, so everyone in the family 

can enjoy their favorite shows from anywhere.

Take everything you’ve recorded anywhere you go

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. © 2015 Comcast. All rights reserved. NPA167180-0002

Call 1-855-687-0624 or visit xfinity.com today 
for a great offer on the XFINITY® X1 Triple Play

107071_NPA167180-0002 Lifestyle ad_9.1837x11.25.indd   1 6/22/15   5:41 PM
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GRAND PARKWAY & KUYKENDAHL
40 Acres For Sale or Ground Lease

• 4 separate tracts of land totaling 40 acres
• 5 major freeway hard corners
• Intersections of Grand Parkway, Kuykendahl, 
 Boudreaux and Old Boudreaux
• Within four miles of ExxonMobil campus,
 Southwestern Energy’s new campus, 
 and Springwoods Village master planned 
 community

SPRING STUEBNER AT GOSLING
15.75 Acres For Sale

• Within three miles of ExxonMobil campus
 & new Southwestern Energy campus  
• A few miles from Springwoods Village 
 master planned community and the  
 Grand Parkway
• 505’ of frontage along Spring Stuebner 
 and 923’ on Gosling

HOLZWARTH ROAD
3 Acres For Sale

• Priced under market!
• Within three miles of ExxonMobil campus
 & new Southwestern Energy campus
• A few miles from Springwoods Village 
 master planned community and the  
 Grand Parkway

|    CaldwellCos.com    |    

From extensive local experience and unmatched expertise to unwavering dedication, 
count on Caldwell Companies for all your brokerage needs.

I-45 AT SPRING STUEBNER  
4.85 Acres For Sale – Up to 23.38 Acres Available

• Hard corner of I-45 & Spring Stuebner 
• Across from Springwoods Village, 
 a 1,800-acre master planned community
• Within 1 mile of ExxonMobil campus,  
 Southwestern Energy’s new campus and 
 the Grand Parkway

ACRES OF OPPORTUNITY ABOUND
NEAR THE WOODLANDS.

HOUSTON     |     THE WOODLANDS     |     COLLEGE STATION

713.690.0000

FOR INFORMATION ON ALL LISTINGS, 
CONTACT MARK TERPSTRA AT 281.664.6634

070-374 CommImpact Ad July 9.1837x11.25_MECH.indd   1 6/26/15   5:02 PM



The Woodlands Edition • July 2015 5

Last weekend my 
wife and I drove our 
granddaughter, who is 
entering high school, to 
one of the area college 
campuses to jump-start 
her college planning. It is 
enlightening to know that 
there are so many quality 
higher education options 
for students to consider 
right here in Montgomery 

County. Like myself some may obtain their associates 
degree at a two-year college, then progress on to a 
four-year university to complete their education.

I am thankful for the great education my grandchil-
dren are receiving in Conroe ISD, and the way that the 
state of Texas is adjusting to make it even easier for stu-
dents to plan for their transition to life after high school.

Graduating high school students in Texas now have 

more opportunities to receive college credit in high 
school as a result of new legislation. Not only can this 
save time and money for students and their families, 
but also it allows students to graduate from college up 
to a year early. 

Details on the legislation that changed the state’s 
dual-credit and Advanced Placement programs as 
well as in-depth listings of local and area campuses 
are featured in our Higher Education Focus section 
beginning on Page 41. 

Be sure to also check out our all-new and completely 
redesigned website, communityimpact.com. Thanks 
for reading and sending hyperlocal story ideas to Com-
munity Impact Newspaper.
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LAKE ESCAPES

You spend time on land….you live Life on the water 

Presented by The Kink Team Realty 

281-364-4828 

43 Lake Estates Drive 
4/5 Bedrooms 

4 Full, 2 Half Baths 
8,061 square feet 

13641 Lakeside Place Dr. 
3/4 Bedrooms 

2 Full, 1 Half Baths 
2,521 square feet 

Call us today to view waterfront homes for sale! 



The Woodlands Edition • July 2015 7

For additional information contact Mike Novelli:  832.403.2865  |  mnovelli@cypressbrook.com  |  cypressbrook.com

*Disclaimer: This advertisement is not a solicitation to buy or sell any securities or to provide any investment advice or service, and all information provided is for general informational purposes 
only.  Only verified qualified investors, upon receipt of requisite investment disclosures, shall be invited to invest in any offerings made by the company.

Cypressbrook repositioned this 270-unit 
asset taking occupancy from 78% to 94% 
over eighteen months and providing a 
2.10x return for investors with a 21.1% per 
annum IRR.

Cypressbrook built, leased and sold this 
two-building, 192,420 SF, new-build asset  
over a two-and-a-half year period.  Investors 
received a 2.15x return with a 44.3% per 
annum IRR.  
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applications. Byte Krunch handles 
each customer on a case-by-case basis 
to ensure its service is tailored to 
customer needs. 832-378-8969.  
www.bytekrunch.com 

4  Holly Cat’s This & That held its 
grand opening June 19 at 7102  
FM 1488, Ste. 1, Magnolia. The shop 

Now Open

1  5-Point Credit Union opened a 
new location in June at 1021 Sawdust 
Road, The Woodlands. The credit 
union offers banking services, 
including checking and savings 
accounts, credit cards and loans.  
800-825-8829. www.5pointcu.org

2  Benchmark Bank opened its sixth 
location June 15 at 2501 Research 
Forest Drive, Ste. A, The Woodlands. 
The 50-year-old family-owned bank 
provides business and personal 
banking, construction lending, home 
lending, equipment loans, medical 
loans and personal business banking. 
The bank prides itself on being 

relationship-driven. 832-381-1030. 
www.benchmarkbank.com

3  Byte Krunch opened in April 
at 7 Switchbud Place, Ste. 215, The 
Woodlands. The business, which 
recently relocated from Oregon, 
specializes in web development, 
social media, web design and mobile 
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Compiled by Julie Butterfield, Abigail 
Loop and Brian Walzel

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com

sells a selection of furniture, antiques, 
home decor and hard-to-find items. 
210-870-8878. www.facebook.com/
hollycatsthisandthat

5  LouLou’s Beignets opened  
July 5 at 8000 Research Forest 
Drive, Ste. 255, The Woodlands. The 
restaurant serves New Orleans-inspired 
beignets alongside espresso drinks and 
chicory coffee options. 281-651-2459.  
www.myloulous.com

6  Mini of The Woodlands 
opened June 10 at 16675 I-45 S., The 
Woodlands. The AutoNation retail 
location sells a full line of new and used 
Mini vehicles, including the Hardtop, 
Coupe, Convertible and Roadster.  
936-266-1900.  
www.miniofthewoodlands.com

7  Namaste Indian Restaurant 
opened at 202 Sawdust Road, Ste. 115, 
Spring, on May 16. The restaurant 
specializes in lamb, goat and 
vegetarian curry as well as freshly 
baked naan. Authentic northern and 
southern Indian cuisine is served at 
both a lunch buffet and during an a la 
carte dinner daily. 281-298-5570.  
www.namasteir.com  

8  Frenchy’s Chicken opened in April 
at 202 Sawdust Road, Ste. 110, Spring. 
The restaurant offers Creole-style food, 
including fried chicken, fried fish, po-
boys, jambalayas, collard greens and 
dirty rice. www.frenchyschicken.com

9  Village Green opened in the 
Creekside Park Village Center at 26400 
Kuykendahl Road, The Woodlands in 
June. The new half-acre park features 
a spraypad, all-weather turf field and 
tables and chairs with shade options. In 
the middle of the shopping center is a 
water fountain and bike rack.  
281-719-6100.

Coming Soon

10  Covenant United Methodist 
Church has recently purchased 5 
acres at the corner of Creekside Drive 
and Kuykendahl Road to construct 
its new church in the coming 
year. Previously, Covenant United 
Methodist Church held services at 
Timber Creek Elementary School. 
855-395-7075. 
www.covenantwoodlands.com

11  The Learning Experience is 
expected to open this fall or winter 
at 33043 Egypt Lane, Magnolia. The 
Learning Experience is one of the 
country’s fastest-growing academies 
of early education for children ages 6 
months to 6 years old. The center is 
designed to teach children academic 
and social skills through scholastic 
and enrichment programs.  
www.thelearningexperience.com

12  Watermark at Harmony opened 
in April at 3530 Discovery Creek 
Blvd., Spring, and is scheduled to be 
complete in October. The pet-friendly 
apartment complex offers a resort-
style swimming pool, a 24-hour 
fitness center, valet trash service and 
24-hour emergency maintenance. 
Each building has its own elevator, 
and each unit has a full-size washer 
and dryer, garden tubs, granite 
countertops and private balconies/
patios. 281-430-3600.  
www.watermark-residential.com

13  Woodlands Family Dental is will 
open by August at 26500 Kuykendahl 
Road, Ste. A 240, The Woodlands. The 
dental office offers routine cleaning and 
preventive care, restorative dentistry, 
cosmetic dentistry and periodontal 
health care. 281-681-9600.  
www.woodlandsdental.com 

Relocations

14  Noizy Boyz Customz relocated 
May 20 from 29101 FM 2978, Ste. C10, 
Magnolia, to 32214 Tamina Road, 
Magnolia. The shop offers installation 
for stereo systems, lighting and 
accessories for all-terrain vehicles, 
four-wheelers and boats. 832-876-7856. 
www.noizyboyzcustomz.com

15  Pound 4 Pound relocated in April 
from Sawdust Road in Spring to 1601 
Pruitt Road, Spring. The business 
offers boxing classes, kickboxing 
workouts, Brazilian jiu-jitsu and 
personal training. 832-491-6882. 
ww.pound4poundboxing.com 

16  After nearly four years at its 
current location at 24930 Budde 
Road, Spring, Corkscrew BBQ will 
move its outdoor barbecue eatery to 
a permanent location in Old Town 
Spring. The restaurant will close Aug. 
1 and reopen in September at 26608 
Keith St., the former location of Hyde’s 
Cafe. Corkscrew BBQ owners Will and 
Nichole Buckman are moving to own 
their own permanent building.   
832-592-1184. www.corkscrewbbq.com

Expansions

17  Walking Tots will be revealing its 
expansion and celebrating its two-
year anniversary July 31. Located at 
3091 College Park Drive Ste. 195, The 
Woodlands, the children’s shoe store 
sells more than 50 brands of shoes 
from newborn up to youth size 4. The 
expansion will include an expanded 
clearance section as well as collegiate 
clothing from 12 regional colleges and 
Under Armor apparel for infants and 
toddlers. 936-231-8911.  
www.walkingtots.com

Holly Cat’s This and That opened June 19 at 
7102 FM 1488 in Magnolia. 
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LouLou’s Beignets opened July 5 in the Alden 
Bridge Village Center.
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Walking Tots, at 3091 College Park Drive, is 
undergoing an expansion.
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Watermark at Harmony opened in April at 
3530 Discovery Creek Blvd., Spring.
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Like us on facebook

281-465-0700
www.woodlandsruggallery.com

MOVING SALE! 
RUGS ON SALE FROM  
20% - 70% OFF
HURRY IN FOR  

BEST SELECTION!
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Now Open

1  California Pizza Kitchen opened 
July 1 at 1900 Hughes Landing 
Blvd., Ste. 200, The Woodlands. 
The waterfront restaurant with a 
California vibe features an outdoor 
patio with a firepit and a natural 
herb garden. The kitchen serves 
everything from hand-tossed 
pizza to rib-eye steak and halibut, 
accompanied by West Coast-
inspired cocktails. California Pizza 
Kitchen also offers vegan, vegetarian 
and gluten-free menu options.              
832-791-4900.  
www.cpk.com

2  CommunityBank of Texas, 
located at 1900 Research Forest 
Drive, The Woodlands, celebrated 
its grand opening June 11. The 
new banking center provides full-
service banking for individuals and 
businesses and offers services for 
personal and business accounts.  
832-325-2335.  
www.communitybankoftx.com

3  Cureight by Hubbell and Hudson 
is a fine dining restaurant that 
opened at 24 Waterway Ave., Ste. 
125, The Woodlands, on June 18. The 
chef-tasting concept room serves 
eight-course meals in addition to 
wine pairings, making it the first of 
its kind in the area. Cureight is open 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday by 
reservation only. 281-203-5641.  
www.hubbellandhudson.com

4  Fusion Academy opened its 
fifth Texas location June 22 at 
The Woodlands Mall, 1201 Lake 
Woodlands Drive, Ste. 4,000, The 
Woodlands. Fusion Academy offers a 

nontraditional approach to classroom 
instruction that allows each student 
to be met where he or she is. Course 
material is presented at the student’s 
pace and delivered in a manner that 
best supports his or her interests, 
strengths and challenges. 866-708-
7937. www.fusionacademy.com

5  Linscomb & Williams opened 
at 1915 Hughes Landing, Ste. 200, 
The Woodlands, in May. The office 
is a financial advisory firm of former 
practicing attorneys and certified 
public accountants offering fee-based 
investment management and financial 
planning services. 713-840-1000. 
www.linscomb-williams.com

6  Lolli and Pops opened its 13th 
store in June on the lower level of 
The Woodlands Mall, 1201 Lake 
Woodlands Drive, Ste. 1180, The 
Woodlands. The store carries 
confections from all over the world, 
including Madagascan chocolates, 
Spanish sourbelts and Japanese 
sodas. 281-819-2700.  
www.lolliandpops.com

Coming Soon

7  Eighteen Eight Fine Men’s Salons 
will open a new location this fall at 
2025 Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 700, 
The Woodlands. The salon provides a 
range of services, including haircuts, 
styling, shaves, waxes and face, 
scalp and nail treatments. The salon 
provides a semiprivate environment 
with services catering to men.  281-
393-0118.  www.eighteeneight.com 

2
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CONROE
Teas Crossing Drive | $420s
4-6/3.5 - ±3,080 sf
gorgeous estate home on ±1 acre
Tina Cardenas | 281.825.2453

GROGANS MILL
Angel Leaf Road | $1.5+mil
5/5.5 - ±6,625 sf
custom home on ±1.3 acres
Kelly McDonald | 281.899.9310

WILLIS
Emerald Lakes Drive | $290s
±3.38 acres
spectacular large waterfront lot
Tina Cardenas | 281.825.2453

MAGNOLIA
Pattys Landing | $2.6+mil
5-6/5.5+ - ±12,474 sf
luxury estate in Lake Windcrest
Kelly McDonald | 281.899.9310

COCHRANS CROSS
Larks Aire Place | $350s
4/2.5 - ±2,555 sf
updated home on cul-de-sac
Kecia Haseman | 713.515.4948

CREEKSIDE PARK WEST
Lake Reverie Place | $890s
3/3.5+ - ±4,043 sf
custom Mediterranean-style home
Monica Brashear | 832.381.6742

MONTGOMERY
Jaxxon Pointe Drive | $300s
3/2.5 - ±2,373 sf
charming 1-story in Woodforest
Jenny Overstreet | 713.530.7611 

GROGANS MILL
Huntsmans Horn Circle | $340s
4-5/2.5 - ±2,875 sf
beautiful home with patio & pool
Monica Brashear | 832.381.6742

CYPRESS
Hidden Valley Waters Drive | $1.1+mil
5-6/5.5+ - ±6,481 sf
gorgeous Tuscan-style home
Melissa McCormick Wise | 832.797.0829

CARLTON WOODS
Netherfield Way | $5.4+mil
5/5.5+ - ±10,575 sf
grand estate on golf course
Arlene English | 713.367.7333

Welcome Home
marthaturner.com  |  281.367.7637

Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.
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The Woodlands Hospital Emergency Department
17200 St. Luke’s Way  |  The Woodlands, TX 77384

Choose your ER time online. Wait at home.

Now you can save your spot in line at CHI St. Luke’s Health– 

The Woodlands Hospital emergency room without spending hours 

in the waiting room. Just choose your preferred timeslot online, wait 

at home until your time and, when you arrive, we’ll get you in to see 

the doctor ASAP. It’s a healthier, more convenient way to get treated 

for minor emergencies1.

1 For life-threatening or serious situations, call 9-1-1 or seek medical attention 
immediately. Major emergencies receive priority attention in ER.

The Woodlands Hospital

ONE Choose your 
preferred timeslot online.

TWO Wait at home until  
your time.

THREE Arrive at ER and 
see the doctor ASAP.

Wait in your living room,
not our waiting room.

Choose your time online at:
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and August Pines Drive. The process of 
bidding and contract preparation could 
take up to 60 days, with a start date on 
the project of late September to mid-
October. 

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $5.4 million
Funding sources: Harris County, 
Montgomery County, WRUD No.1

5   The Grand Parkway
The 180-mile loop will include two 
lanes in each direction with 
intermittent feeder roads. Thirty-
eight miles of the project under 
construction, called segments F-1, F-2 
and G, are in Harris and Montgomery 
counties. Construction is by Zachary-
Odebrecht Parkway Builders. 

Timeline: March 2013-late 2015
Cost: $1.2 billion
Funding sources: Texas Department 
of Transportation

6   I-45 HOV lane extension
The I-45 high-occupancy vehicle lane 
extension project will add two managed 
lanes in each direction along I-45 from 
the Harris/Montgomery county line to 
Loop 336 in Conroe. The project is under 
a 90-day delay clause that ends July 20. 
The project, once started, will last about 
six months, according to TxDOT. 

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $2.6 million
Funding sources: TxDOT
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Spring Creek is being designed by The 
WRUD No.1. The project is a joint 
partnership between The WRUD No.1 
and Montgomery and Harris counties. 
The project will be sent out for bid at the 
completion of its development and once 
funds are identified.

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $4.1 million
Funding Sources: WRUD No.1, 
Montgomery County, Harris County

4   Kuykendahl road widening
A bid date of August 2016 is anticipated 
for the widening of Kuykendahl Road 
from four to six lanes. The widening will 
occur between Woodlands Parkway 

1   Gosling Road widening
The widening of Gosling Road from four 
to six lanes from West Rayford Road to 
Creekside Forest Drive is in the study 
phase by The Woodlands Road Utility 
District No. 1. The engineering study will 
establish the roadways, lane allocation 
and alignment along with the appropriate 
drainage systems. The project has been 
temporarily halted since funds for its 
bridge were in the Montgomery County 
road bond, which voters turned down 
May 9.  

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $5.2 million
Funding sources: WRUD No.1, 
Montgomery County, Harris County

2   Gosling Road bridge
The widening of Gosling Road over 
Spring Creek includes a bridge over the 
creek. The WRUD No.1 is designing 
the project while Montgomery and 
Harris counties are funding the bridge’s 
construction. The project will be sent out 
for bid once the project’s development 
is complete and construction funds are 
identified.

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $7 million
Funding sources: WRUD No.1, 
Montgomery County, Harris County

3   Kuykendahl Road bridge
A bridge on Kuykendahl Road over 

FUTURE GRAND PARKWAY
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On schedule

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.comCompiled by Julie Butterfield, Abigail Loop and Brian Walzel
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Andrew Whitacre
Managing Partner

Matt Johnson
Managing Partner WJ S R E A LT YG R O U P.C O M

T H E  W O O D L A N D S  P R E M I E R  R E A L  E S TAT E  T E A M

To make an appointment 

with one of our real estate 

experts call 281-681-1945.
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Art Tribe offers hundreds of ancient and replica works of African tribal art.
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Art Tribe
Gallery features ancient African artifacts, 
collections of worldly art 

When Lyn Rathburn was 14 
years old, his grandfather 
unearthed an ancient arti-

fact during their travels together. That 
artifact ignited an interest in Rathburn 
for curating ancient art. 

Years later Rathburn tracked down 
the piece of art his grandfather discov-
ered. That piece went on to become the 
first of his collection, much of which is 
now on display and for sale at Art Tribe 
in Spring.

Rathburn’s collection features tribal 
art pieces from throughout the world, 
including pre-Columbian pieces, 
African art, American Indian artifacts, 
Mexican pieces and South Pacific 
artifacts. In addition the collection 
also features many handmade African 
jewelry pieces.

Martin Crawford was a musician 
with no knowledge of art culture when 
his and Rathburn’s paths crossed. As he 

learned more about Rathburn and how 
Rathburn’s aunt and uncle introduced 
Rathburn early on to art from the Phil-
ippines and Indonesia, his passion for 
art also grew, Crawford said.

“I knew that I wanted to put his col-
lection on display,” Crawford said. “He 
told me that if I was able to find a place 
to sell some of his items, I could.”

Crawford and Rathburn opened Art 
Tribe at 26310 I-45 N. in June 2014, and 
although sales have been fewer than 
hoped for once opening the gallery, 
the duo is in the process of discover-
ing what business practices work best, 
Crawford said.

“I have a couple of regular customers 
that will come in to purchase batches of 
items,” Crawford said.

The collection features predomi-
nately African tribal artifacts, which is 
where Crawford’s passions lie.

“I started learning about all of these 

BUSINESS

By Chantel Green

tribes, and the uniqueness of their 
rituals fascinated me,” he said.

Crawford said Rathburn acquired 
much of the art that is featured in the 
gallery through large auction sales in 
the mid-1990s. 

Rathburn’s personal collection 
numbers in the 3,000s, Crawford said, 
with the store offering about 700 items 
for sale.

“They have been in storage for years 
waiting for an opportunity to come out 
and be seen,” he said. “We literally have 

pieces from all over the world.”
Crawford knows the history behind 

each piece in the gallery’s collection. 
Whether it is a 250-year-old tribal 

mask or ancient copper jewelry of an 
African queen, he can tell the narra-
tive behind the piece and knows that 
is what sets this business apart from 
other art collections.

“These artifacts are all from a single 
collection, which I grew passionate 
about and wanted to put on display and 
sell to this community,” Crawford said. 

Over 30 Parade Homes Open for Touring! Fun, free activites every weekend!
Stop by any builder model home to pick up our 20-page Parade guide!

New Homes from the $300s - $800s

Register at WoodtraceHappyCamper.com

 

Find Out more about our 
Happy Camper Weekends!

Take State Highway 249 north. Go one 
mile north of Decker Prairie Rd./Hardin 
Store Road and turn left on Woodtrace 

Boulevard into Woodtrace.  WoodtraceCommunity.com  |   FriendswoodDevelopment.com
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Art Tribe

Birchwood Dr. 

The gallery of curated items features an array 
of ceremonial figures and statues. 

Art Tribe features unique African art pieces, 
such as this nail-head statue. 

Art Tribe offers a variety of African jewelry from 
tribes throughout the continent.

Art Tribe’s collection features art and artifacts 
from countries throughout Africa.

Art Tribe houses a wide variety of masks, many 
of which were not performance pieces. 

This jewelry cuff is made from cast bronze and 
created for an African queen.

26310 I-45 N., Spring
936-445-8927
www.facebook.com/marttribe
Hours: Tue.-Sun. 11 a.m.-6 p.m.

African tribes featured in the 
Art Tribe collection:
•  Ashanti
•  Baga
•  Bambara
•  Benin
•  Dogon

•  Fang
•  Fon People
•  Mende
•  Tsonga 
•  Yoruba

Art Tribe’s collection includes:
• Tapestries
• Ceremonial art 

work
• Figurines

• Jewelry
• Masks
• Sculptures
• Pottery 

45

From downtown Houston, take I-45 North. 
Exit Highway 242 and turn right. On 242, 
avoid the over pass by staying in the right 
(south) lane for about a mile and turn right 
at Harper’s Preserve.

New Homes from the $290s to $600s  | New Sections & New Builders Now Open
Model Homes Open Daily Highland Homes, Plantation Homes, Ashton Woods, Chesmar Homes, Gehan Homes, 
J. Patrick Homes, Drees Custom Homes HarpersPreserve.com

Drees Custom Homes Sales
Office Now Open Daily! 

- Highly-acclaimed Conroe ISD Schools
- Easy and quick access to I-45 and the Hardy Toll Road
- Recreation Center with a community pool and pool barn, walking trails,  
   playground, fire pit, bowling and bocce ball greens and horseshoe pits
 

Visit Today:
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Bartender Hannah Fogle selects a bottle of wine from Crush Wine Lounge’s extensive collection.
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Crush Wine Lounge
Bar offers city feel in The Woodlands

Vance Maldonado and his 
partners, Blake and Ruth 
Boyd, established Crush Wine 

Lounge six years ago after discovering 
The Woodlands lacked a restaurant 
concept similar to what they them-
selves wanted in a lounge. Maldonado 
said Boyd wondered why there was not 
a place in The Woodlands for people in 
their mid-30s and 40s to enjoy a drink 
and avoid steakhouse prices. 

“There were two options: a grungy 
sports bar or a steakhouse bar,” Maldo-
nado said. 

Then came the challenge of securing 
real estate. The Woodlands Devel-
opment Company was considering 
other restaurants for the Waterway 
spot Crush now occupies at 20 Water-
way Square. Crush was chosen by the 
Development Company in 2008, and 
the lounge was born in May 2009.

“They said yes after [considering] 
four or five other concepts,” Maldo-
nado said. “We won, and it was kind of 

crazy because all we had was a story-
board and a plan.”

Crush is named after the term for 
extracting juice from grapes. Although 
Maldonado said most guests favor 
California wines, Crush has wines 
from Italy, Spain, France and South 
America.

The lounge also offers premium well 
drinks and a restaurant menu that fea-
tures modern American cuisine, such 
as pan-seared tuna and roasted airline 
chicken. Crush also carries cigars. 

“I believe we have the largest selec-
tion of cigars—30-40 sticks,” Maldo-
nado said.

The cigar list is called The Little 
Black Book, and customers order selec-
tions from the bartender or the server. 
Guests can also handpick their cigars 
directly from the humidor. 

Crush has two levels for smoking 
outside, either on the balcony level or 
the rooftop. 

“A cigar goes with scotch, and it goes 

BUSINESS

By Julie Butterfield

with wine,” Maldonado said. “Peo-
ple wanted cigars, and we filled their 
needs. We added them when we saw a 
need for our guests. Some people come 
by just to buy cigars for a concert.” 

Crush offers disc jockey music 
Wednesday through Saturday evenings 
on the rooftop overlooking The Wood-
lands Waterway and Waterway Square. 
Maldonado said guests on the balcony 
level hear the music, too. He said cus-
tomers are often surprised to discover 
the wine lounge offers two levels. 

“A lot of people don’t realize we are 
the same business and serve the same 
items upstairs as we do downstairs,” he 
said. 

Crush offers a private room for par-
ties and private functions like corpo-
rate dinners. 

The ambience at Crush is what one 
would find in a vibrant American city, 
Maldonado said.

“We try to bring in hints of L.A., 
Miami and Manhattan, with an 
upscale and cosmopolitan feel,” he said. 

WE BUILDWE BUILDWE BUILDWE BUILDcommunity
At Gracepoint Homes, we believe the foundation of an exceptional home rests not 

merely on its concrete footprint, but in the vitality of the community surrounding it. It is 

our foremost goal that Gracepoint homeowners have ample opportunity to find both the 

community tailored to them and a quality home that will be perfect for years to come.

For more information on Grand Marion  

in Woodforest, please call 936-447-1006 

or visit us online at GracepointHomes.com. 

Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. 6/15



The Woodlands Edition • July 2015 17

Crush Wine Bar
Steak and blue cheese pizza is one of the most popular items on Crush’s food menu. ($15)

Crush Wine Lounge bartender Kjersten Rollo 
pours a glass of Italian red wine. 

Guests can select their own cigars from the 
humidor, which holds 30-40 selections.

A DJ plays music while guests dance on the 
rooftop at Crush Wine Lounge.

Since 2009 Crush has strived to offer guests   
a cosmopolitan experience in The Woodlands.

20 Waterway Square, Ste. 200,  
The Woodlands • 281-362-7874
www.thecrushbar.com
Hours: Tue.-Wed. 4 p.m.-midnight, Thu. 
4 p.m.- 1 a.m., Sat. 4 p.m.-2 a.m., Sun. 
4 p.m.-midnight

Top eats
• Creamy champagne spinach and arti-

choke dip ($12)
• Roasted Airline Chicken ($13) 
• Cowboy rib-eye steak ($27) 
• Traditional Margherita pizza ($8)
• Steak and blue cheese pizza  ($15) 

Top drinks
• Crush pomade: POM vodka, lemonade 

with a splash of champagne 
• Berry Crush cosmo: berry vodka with a 

splash of soda
• Raspberry Texas tea: raspberry liquor, 

vodka, rum and gin 
• One summer Crush: Ketel One Citroen 

vodka, cranberry and orange juice
• Ginger honey Crush: Jack Daniels, honey 

and ginger ale

    713.702.6334 beth@ferester.com   www.ferester.com
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Caffé di Fiore owners Arturo and Luz Maria Calderon stand next to the daily specials sign that 
features new meals for customers to try in the cafe.
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Caffé di Fiore
Full-service restaurant offers Mexican 
food, bakery and family atmosphere

When owners Arturo Cal-
deron and his wife, Luz 
Maria, opened Caffé di 

Fiore in The Woodlands four years ago, 
they did so on the basis of three main 
principles.

“For a restaurant to be successful, it 
needs a great chef behind it, passion 
behind the food, and you need to 
have an understanding of numbers,” 
Calderon said. “If you’re missing even 
one of these things, then your business 
can fail.”

Caffé di Fiore has seen a continued 
increase in its customer base because 
of these principles, Calderon said. The 
restaurant, which serves authentic 
homemade Mexican dishes and des-
serts, has a variety of specials, popular 
favorites and new dishes.

Three separate menus are served 
throughout the day for breakfast, lunch 
and dinner.

“There are just so many different 
flavors and varieties in our food that 
people love,” Calderon said. “It’s very 
important for us in keeping the authen-
ticity of the food and [to keep] innovat-
ing. Some recipes for the dishes come 
from my grandfather and my mother, 
who both cooked. So I also have this in 
my blood.”

Calderon said some of the more 
popular dishes include the mole 
enchiladas or his wife’s homemade tres 
leches cake. The specials, such as the 
ceviche plate, are usually Calderon’s 
own creations that he tests out first 
among friends and family and then 
later brings to the restaurant.

While the cafe does offer some 
non-Mexican food items, such as 
panini, sandwiches, pizza and ice 
cream for kids who might not like the 
typical menu offerings, Calderon said 
most customers enjoy the authentic 

DINING

By Abigail Loop

Mexican plates and have found an 
appreciation of the variety of foods that 
the cafe offers.

The restaurant also features a bakery 
headed by a pastry chef. Freshly baked 
Mexican wedding cookies, jam cookies 
and sweet vanilla and dulce de leche 
cupcakes are among the chef’s special-
ties. Calderon said the bakery section 
is a popular feature of the cafe, with 
customers coming in specifically to buy 
a pastry, a cake or cookies.

Calderon said managing both the 
bakery as well as the regular menu 
dishes that are prepared daily can be 
challenging at times.

“It’s not an easy business, but you 
still put on your best face,” he said. 
“Since the four years we’ve been here, 
we now know most of our customers by 
name, and we’re like family. Pleasing 
the customer is only going to happen 
if you work hard, and so we’re going to 
keep working hard.”

SET UP CAMP
A N  U R B A N  E X PE R I E N C E

A R R I V I N G  2 0 1 6
I-4 5 at L o op 33 6   u  Con roe ,  T e x a s   u  Gr a n d Ce n t r a l Pa r k T X .c om

A  J o h n s o n  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o m m u n i t y

Tour Grand Central Park on the second Saturday of July
& August. Next tour is July 11. Space is limited and

RSVP required. Register today at GrandCentralParkTX.com.

GCPCO-043 CommImpact June 9.1837x5.5416 MECH.indd   1 6/1/15   4:35 PM



The Woodlands Edition • July 2015 19

Caffé Di Fiore

Woodlands Pkwy. 

2978

The Di Fiore tapa plate is a popular option at the cafe. The dish features a sope, mole enchilada, 
tamale with red sauce and a flauta ($14).

The off-menu ceviche plate is a creation of 
Arturo Calderon who creates his own recipes. 

The bakery, which is a popular feature of the 
restaurant, offers pastries, cookies and pies.

The Acapulco cocktail features a spicy Mexi-
can sauce with avocado and shrimp ($14).

10110 Woodlands Parkway, Ste. 900,  
The Woodlands
281-298-1228
www.caffe-di-fiore.com
Hours: 
Mon.-Thu. 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri.-Sat. 8 a.m.-9 
p.m., Sun. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Popular dishes 
• Mole enchiladas: chicken, cheese, 

rice, beans, sour cream and mole 
sauce ($16)

• Acapulco cocktail: shrimp in a 
spicy Mexican sauce with avocado 
and crackers ($14)

• Di Fiore tapa: sope, mole enchi-
lada, tamale with red sauce and a 
flauta ($14) 

Popular desserts
• Tres leches cake ($6)
• Flan ($4)
• Ice cream ($3)
• Almond croissants (price subject 

to change)
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City of Shenandoah to 
upgade visitors center  
By Julie Butterfield

The city of Shenandoah will 
soon revamp its visitors cen-
ter located on David Memo-
rial Drive. 

In an effort to increase the 
center’s visitor traffic, the city 
will upgrade the facility with 
updated technology, includ-
ing interactive map features, 
city Finance Director Jennifer 
Calvert said.

“We researched other 
visitors centers out-of-state in 
bigger cities that have done 
this already,” Tourism and 
Marketing Specialist Jennifer 
Salazar said. “We’re wanting 
to stay ahead of the game.” 

The modernized facility 
will include a coffee and 
water bar as well as techno-
logical advances. 

An interactive map for 
visitors will be available and  
will include geo-fencing, a 
global positioning technology, 

which is designed to map out 
day trips throughout the city 
with drag-and-drop itinerary 
capabilities, Calvert said. 

Televisions purchased by 
the city during the NCAA 
Division III Swim and Dive 
Championship, held in 
March, will be used for his-
torical videos and commer-
cials to highlight businesses 
in the area.

“We currently have two 
TVs, but we’re planning to 
add more TV screens and 
one of them will have the 
interactive map,” Salazar 
said. “So a few more [TVs] 
will be running—a historical 
one with slides and one that’s 
running a commercial that 
we created last year for the 
city of Shenandoah.”

Salazar said the modern-
ized center will also include 
comfortable seating and 
cosmetic updates.

TOURISM

The city of Shenandoah is looking to upgrade its visitors center to attract more visitors.
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Salazar said. “Right now 
no one walks in there, so 
we want to have [the video] 
already playing, to have 
headphones so people can go 
watch the video.” 

No cost to upgrade the 
facility has been determined 
by the city. Salazar said the 
city is considering vendors for 
the project. 

Calvert said the facility 
upgrades could begin in 

October.
“We hope it will be next 

budget year, which starts 
Oct. 1,” Salazar said. “We 
do want to have [the visitors 
center] available for any 
future events coming to the 
area because we will have the 
NCAA championship again 
in 2017. We should have it 
done by then.” 

City of Shenandoah Visitors Center

19265 David Memorial Drive, 
Shenandoah, 281-292-5953
Hours:  Mon.-Sun. 8 a.m.-5 
p.m.

“Right now we don’t have 
any inviting seating [at the 
current facility] that would 
make you want to grab a bro-
chure and relax in the lounge 
area,” she said. “We also 
want to make our walls more 
vibrant with more pictures.”

One of the current fea-
tures of the visitors center is 
the David Vetter room that 
includes a five-minute video 
on his life. 

David Vetter—also known 
as the Bubble Boy—had an 
autoimmune disease that 
forced him to spend his life in 
an isolated chamber. He died 
at age 12. 

“We’ll keep all of the 
information on David Vetter,” 

Tamina Rd. 

David Memorial Dr. 
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THE WOODLANDS
Creekside Park
Convenient to the New Village Center

Coronet Ridge - Wooded Home Sites!
From the low $700s • 281-516-0899

Wooded Overlook
Model Home for Sale!
From the upper $700s • 281-516-0899

The Estates at Blairs Way
Largest Home Sites in The Woodlands!
From the mid-$800s • 281-516-0899

SPRING
Woodson’s Reserve
Located on the Future Grand Parkway

Sycamore Heights
Model Home Now Open!
From the upper $400s • 281-907-6188

Magnolia Ridge
Wooded Views on Select Home Sites!
From the low $500s • 281-353-2979

Unparalleled Luxury.    
Unbelievable Locations.

Toll Brothers has it all in North Houston!

Don’t Miss Our National Sales Event! July 11th - 26th. See sales manager for details.

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied 
upon to confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. Apple and the Apple logo are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. App 
Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. Google Play is a trademark of Google Inc. *Volume Builder of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 & 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders.

Five-Time Texas 
Builder of the Year*

Download the new Toll Brothers app today

Visit TollBrothers.com/TollNH for more information & detailed directions today!
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Top Customer Satisfaction & Putting the 
Needs of Our Customers Comes First!
Please Pardon Our Construction Dust As We Improve Your Shopping & Service Experience.

2015 FORD 
F-150

PLANETFORD.COM   (888) 501-9013

Have A Spa Day For Your Car

 Can not be combined with other offers. Valid at Planet Ford in Spring only.  Exp 8/31/15

Have A Spa Day For Your Car
Complimentary Mini DetailComplimentary Oil 

Change On Us!
Detailed Wash & Vacuum
Wheel Treatment/Steam Clean Tires & Rims
Under Carriage Wash
Exterior Armor All Dressing
Odor Eliminator & Air Freshener

*Up to five quarts of Motorcraft oil and oil filter.

Can not be combined with other offers. Valid at Planet Ford in Spring only. Must present upon arrival to advisor. Exp 8/31/15

WE SERVICE ALL 
MAKES, ALL MODELS!

Tires, Batteries, A/C, Oil Change, Full Service Car Wash!

20302 HOLZWARTH RD., SPRING, TX 77388
M - F 6:30 A.M. TO 7 P.M. — SAT 6:30 A.M. TO 5 P.M. 

— SUN 9 A.M. TO 5 P.M.

THANK YOU FOR MAKING US#1 FOR 14 YEARS IN A ROW!*

Randall, Sherry 
& Shelby Reed, 
Owners

THE WORLD’S LARGEST QUICK LANE WITH 28 BAYS!
TO SERVE OUR CUSTOMERS TO THE HIGHEST OF STANDARDS

OPEN 
SUNDAYS!

*Ford new retails sales in Region 52 per Ford sales reporting 2000 to YR End 2014.
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Congress extends federal transportation funding bill through July 31
Congess’ decision to extend the 

Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st 
Century Act though July 31 may have 
temporarily solved federal transpor-
tation funding woes, but the House of 
Representatives and the Senate con-
tinue to delay a long-term decision on 
how to fix the growing transportation 
funding deficit, officials said. 

“We desperately need a long-term 
solution for America’s infrastructure,” 
said U.S. Rep. Kevin Brady, R-The 
Woodlands, who voted for the two-
month extension. “Congress will need 
to identify three or four sources of 
highway funding in the future for the 
long term, but no one has reached a 
consensus on what that should be.” 

Brady said revenue to the Highway 
Trust Fund—which funds transpor-
tation projects nationwide through 
gas taxes and user fees—totals about 
$30 billion a year, but the federal 
government spends about $15 billion 
more than that to meet infrastructure 
needs across the country. The federal 
gasoline tax—which makes up about 
89 percent of HTF revenue—has not 

been increased since 1993, according 
to transportation officials. 

Brady anticipates the House and 
Senate will likely extend the HTF 
before the end of July through the 
end of the year as Republicans and 
Democrats in both chambers work out 
a long-term solution to the deficit. 

Federal funding contributes about 
one-third of the budget for the 
Texas Department of Transporta-
tion, according to TxDOT officials. 
TxDOT’s federal funding authority 
has totaled about $3 billion a year 
since 2010 while more than $2 billion 
in federal funds were spent on TxDOT 
projects in Houston from 2010-14. 

Andrea French, executive director for 
the Transportation Advocacy Group in 
Houston, said federal funding uncer-
tainty makes planning transportation 
projects a challenge for transportation 
entities in the Greater Houston area. 
French said local governments are 
having to become more creative to find 
money for transportation projects. 

“That is truly the crux of the frus-
tration,” French said. “Not only do you 

TRANSPORTATION 

By Matt Stephens

Federal funding figures
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Trust Fund faces a
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A 10¢ increase in the gasoline 
tax could generate 

from 2015-20

$41.79 
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Sources: AASHTO, TxDOT/Community Impact Newspaper

[not] know how much money you’re 
going to have for projects, you don’t 
know how you’re going to leverage fed-
eral funds. You don’t know how much 
you’re going to need locally.”

French said she thinks it is unlikely 
Congress will pass another long-term 
transportation bill soon because of 
a lack of motivation on the part of 
legislators to raise the gas tax and a 
self-imposed moratorium on ear-
marks within legislation. 

“Once you took away earmarks where 
legislators could get their own projects 
taken care of in the districts, you took 

away the bargaining chip,” she said. 
Brady believes raising the gasoline 

tax is not the best long-term solution 
as the formula for the tax pulls from 
some states, including Texas, to pay 
for infrastructure in other states. He 
said some of the solutions Congress is 
considering to fix the deficit include a 
transfer from the general fund, other 
user fees or possibly taxing profits 
brought overseas from U.S. companies. 

Each of these funding solutions has 
drawbacks, he said. 

Although he believes it may be too 
bold for Congress, Brady said the 

$
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COME VISIT US TODAY!
Where Happiness Starts with a Smile!

*actual patients pictured

RESEARCH FOREST
Dr. Brett Murphey
Dr. Andrew Nalley 
1400 Research Forest Dr.
Suite 120
The Woodlands, TX 77381

CREEKSIDE New Location!
Dr. Esteban Garza
26400 Kuykendahl
Suite A-240
The Woodlands, TX 77389

281-864-0040
WoodlandsDental.com
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ORN Police Department set to continue Texas border training program
By Abigail Loop

The Oak Ridge North Police 
Department will continue sending 
its officers to train with border law 
enforcement agencies in South Texas 
after previous trainings last year were 
deemed successful by both ORN 
police and partnering agencies.

So far the ORN PD has sent three 
officers to train with Rio Grande 
Valley law enforcement agencies, 
including the Brownsville Police 
Department, U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection, the Pharr Police 
Department and the Brooks County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Andy Walter, ORN police chef, 
said the training is designed to give 
officers a week in different conditions 
in which they can learn new ways to 
fight drug and human trafficking at a 
local level. Walters said the three offi-
cers who previously took part in the 
training program gained new insights, 
prompting Walters to continue the 
program.

“We’re now planning on sending 
more officers out to new and differ-
ent locations than last time [in] the 

next six months,” Walters said. “The 
El Paso County area and the Sierra 
Blanca checkpoint are some of the 
places that I’m looking at [sending 
officers].”

Walters said each location offers a 
different aspect of training, whether 
it be making traffic stops to check 
for drugs or working with Border 
Patrol agents along the Texas-Mexico  
border. 

“This originally started [with the 
goal] to bring more information to 
our community,” Walters said. “There 
is still some cartel activity in Houston.
But we didn’t even know what they 
looked like. Now we do.”

Police officer Ralph Craig III was 
one of the three officers who partici-
pated in trainings, spending a week in 
Falfurrias in Brooks County last year.

Craig said working alongside 
the Brooks County Sheriff’s Office 
provided him real-time experience 
through shadowing partnering agen-
cies on calls about undocumented 
immigrants. 

“Sending more officers to more 
locations in the future is great, any 

LAW ENFORCEMENT

time we can go outside of this depart-
ment can greatly help us,” Craig said. 
“I like to help people, and I feel like 
this is making a difference.” 

Walters said he is in talks with the 
Texas Commission of Law Enforce-
ment to make the program 
formalized training for police 
departments in the state. 

The ORN PD is also now a 
candidate for the Texas Munici-
pal League Municipal Excellence 
Award for public safety as a 
result of the training program, 
according to city 
officials. The 
award is given 
to departments 
that have made 
efforts to improve the 
safety of their city. The 
winner will be notified in 
August.

“We’ve brought information 
back from each of these different loca-
tions, where officers there are our first 
line of defense when it comes to traf-
ficking,” he said. “They’ve gone above 
and beyond as well in this program.”

The Oak Ridge North Police Department has so 
far trained in the Gulf Coast corridor area, which 
extends from the Rio Grande Valley to the Houston 
and San Antonio area.

Protecting the border

EL PASO

AUSTIN
HOUSTON

SAN ANTONIO

FALFURRIAS

BROWNSVILLE
PHARR

SIERRA BLANCA

 Past training points

 Future training points 

Source: ORN PD/
Community Impact 
Newspaper
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Creekside Park asks township for 
help against Wal-Mart center
By Julie Butterfield 

Residents of the Village of Creekside 
Park have rallied to oppose the 
upcoming construction of a Wal-Mart 
store planned near the village. The 
proposed Augusta Woods Village 
development, which includes Wal-
Mart and multifamily housing, is 
located 100 feet south of The Wood-
lands, in unincorporated Spring.  

At a June 18 Woodlands Town-
ship board of directors meeting, the 
Coalition Against Wal-Mart, which is 
composed of Creekside Park residents, 
solicited the assistance of the town-
ship in hopes to stop construction of 
the 186,000-square-foot Wal-Mart 
Supercenter. The store is planned to 
be located at Kuykendahl Road and 
Augusta Pines Drive, just south of 
Timber Creek Elementary School.

Michael O’Neal, director of infor-
mation for the coalition, said his 
children will attend Timber Creek 
Elementary School. O’Neal asked 
the board to consider his concerns 

regarding the proposed construction. 
“Wal-Mart brings 6,000 vehicles per 

day,” he said. “This is something we 
can’t have right behind our elemen-
tary school.”

The proximity of the school to the 
planned site creates a safety risk for 
children, said Kira Becker, director of 
communications for the coalition.

“What will happen with the gas 
stations near the school?” Becker said. 
“What are the day-to-day implications 
for our community? What happens if 
Wal-Mart—which loses $1.3 billion 
to shoplifting—what happens if a 
shoplifter runs? Does the school get 
shut down? Do we have the resources 
for our first responders to keep on top 
of that?”

According to a fact sheet distrib-
uted at a Creekside Park homeowner’s 
association meeting by Dan Morales, 
director of public affairs and govern-
ment relations for Wal-Mart, trucks 
will use Augusta Pines Drive for 
deliveries. 

DEVELOPMENT

Augusta Woods Village, which will 
include a Wal-Mart Supercenter, will be 
located at 25900 Kuykendahl Road in 
Spring. The development project will 
also include multifamily housing and 
other retail stores. 

Source: CBRE/Community Impact Newspaper

“We’re asking to move the drive-
ways to the middle of the develop-
ment, and Wal-Mart said ‘We don’t 
have our truck deliveries mingled with 
customer traffic,’” O’Neal said. 

Morales did not respond to requests 
for comment as of press time. 

Construction on the Wal-Mart 
Supercenter is due to begin this fall, 
with an opening date planned for fall 
2016, according to the fact sheet.

At the June township board 

meeting, director Ed Robb said the 
coalition’s efforts will most likely be 
futile. 

“This project will not be success-
fully stopped,” Robb said. “This is pri-
vate property outside our jurisdiction. 
We are not in charge of roads. I think 
influence is what [the township] can 
bring to the table, and we will do that 
enthusiastically. But if the energies of 
the group are to stop it, they will not 
be successful.”
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“With pesos on  hand, we were able 
to grab a cab and  hit the beach.”

1260077_15362 

9.1837 x 5.5416 

4C

Outside of the U.S., Wells Fargo does not have offices that provide services to retail or small business customers. For assistance with personal accounts when traveling internationally,  
find the number to call from outside the U.S. by visiting wellsfargo.com/help/international-access-codes or visit us online at wellsfargo.com/resource_center/travel.  
© 2015 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. (1260077_15362)

Pack your wallet before  
you travel abroad.
It’s a smart idea to arrive at your foreign destination ready for fun, 
with local money in your pocket. That way,  you can easily pay for 
taxis, tips, and meals without the hassle of exchanging currency.
Foreign currency is available at your local Wells Fargo location. And, if we 
don’t have the currency you need, the store can order the currency for you 
from over 100 countries — with competitive exchange rates, updated daily.
Best of all, Wells Fargo checking and savings account holders 
aren’t charged a service fee when buying foreign currency 
(delivery charges may apply for certain currency orders), and we 
can often buy back any unused foreign currency banknotes.
Start packing!

Find a store near you that carries 
foreign currency on hand at wellsfargo.
com/foreigncurrencylocations.

wellsfargo.com
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Residential community planned for south of Village of Creekside Park 
By Christopher Shelton 

Roads and model home 
construction started in June 
at the Lakes at Creekside, a 
master-planned community 
under construction by J. Alan 
Kent Development. The new 
community will be located 
on a 286-acre tract near the 
southwest corner of Kuykend-
ahl and Hufsmith roads, 
less than a mile south of the 
Village of Creekside Park in 
The Woodlands. 

Upon completion the com-
munity will include a recre-
ation center, several linked 
walking paths, eight lakes—
which will be stocked with 
fish when the community is 
open—and a swimming pool, 
Development Manager Duane 
Islet said. The 600-home com-
munity will offer only sin-
gle-family homes, which will 
range from about $350,000 to 
more than $1 million. 

“[Lakes at Creekside] is 
the biggest opportunity to 

DEVELOPMENT

buy and live in this area,” 
Islet said. “It’s a true mas-
ter-planned development. We 
are the only residential proj-
ect that is actively developing 
in Harris County [Municipal 
Utility District] No. 1.” 

Depending on the housing 
market, build-out is expected 
in five years, he said. The 
three development phases 
will run continuously, with 
the next phase beginning as 
soon as the previous one is 
finished.   

Trendmaker Homes, 
Lennar and M/I Homes are 
constructing homes in the 
first phase. The first phase of 
homes includes 148 lots that 
are expected to be complete 
in the first quarter of 2016 
and will be located along 
Hufsmith Road. 

The Woodlands-based 
Newcor Commercial Real 
Estate assembled the 286-acre 
tract after purchasing land 
from 14 landowners during a 

three-year stretch. 
“The initial 50-acre piece 

that fronts on Hufsmith 
[Road] was the first piece 
of the development, then J 
[Alan] Kent [Development] 

asked to try to pick up a few 
more,” said David Alexan-
der, vice president of Newcor 
Commercial Real Estate.

The homes will provide a 
value option outside of The 

Woodlands, Alexander said.  
“This is one of the ancillary 

tracts around The Woodlands 
where buyers can beat the 
home prices of The Wood-
lands,” he said.

Newcor Commercial Real Estate and J. Alan Kent Development announced plans June 15 to build the 
286-acre Lakes at Creekside, a new residential subdivision located about a mile south of the Village 
of Creekside Park in The Woodlands.

The Lakes at Creekside

Community    
 highlights

600  
homes

8  
Lakes

Priced from $300,000 to $1 million

Homes to be available in

Parks, trails, 
swimming pool 
and splashpad

Source: Newcor 
Commercial Real Estate/
Community Impact 
Newspaper

Lakes at 
Creekside
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2016
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INFO CENTER
Now Open!

Stillwater is a unique master-planned community reflecting historic 

Lowcountry architecture and elegant Southern charm. Lakes, green 

reserves and the bordering W.G. Jones State Forest will create a 

serene landscape for Stillwater, conveniently located on FM 1488 less 

than a mile from Interstate 45. Residents will have easy access to 

world-class shopping and dining, growing employment corridors and a 

coveted educational experience in top-rated Conroe schools, including The 

Woodlands High School. Stillwater truly is refined Lowcountry living.
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Northshore Park next up for ongoing township renovation efforts
By Carrie Taylor 

Plans to renovate 30-year-old 
Northshore Park, including the 
possible construction of a permanent 
boathouse and public-use facility, 
continue as The Woodlands Township 
approved an official consultant to 
oversee the design and construction 
processes at its June 18 meeting.

Clark Condon Associates will head 
the project and plans to present a full 
design of the park in the fall, with 
construction to begin in summer 
2016, according to the township. 
Changes will improve the usability 
of the park and upgrade existing 

amenities with a budget of $1.2 mil-
lion.

“The residents are excited because 
it’s been probably greater than 15 
years since any improvements have 
been made [to the park],” said Everett 
Ison, president of the Panther Creek 
Village Association. “This is a park 
that is enjoyed by all of The Wood-
lands, and even outside of The Wood-
lands, because of all of the events that 
happen here.”

The 7-acre park at 2505 Lake 
Woodlands Drive plays host to many 
community events, including the 

Concert in the Park series, Memorial 
Hermann Ironman Texas Triathlon 
and the YMCA Dragon Boat Team 
Challenge. 

Northshore Park also serves as 
home to Rowing Club of The Wood-
lands and Parati Competitive Rowing.

According to a proposal from the 
township, the goal of the project is 
to improve the park’s features while 
updating the park to address commu-
nity needs.

“[Clark Condon] will begin the 
[renovation] process, which will 
include public input, public meetings 

and development meetings with the 
[Panther Creek] Village Association,” 
said John Powers, assistant general 
manager for community services for 
the township. “They will develop some 
concept plans and by late fall present 
their findings to the board.” 

Ison said because of Northshore 
Park’s active role in community 
events, the changes are much needed, 
especially any improvements to pedes-
trian trails and extended parking.

“We are trying to get people off 
the street and off of Lake Woodlands 
Drive,” he said. “It can get dangerous.”

PARKS

Northshore Park 
Northshore Park 

 Northshore Park will be the focus of renovation efforts by The Woodlands Township over the next year. The park opened in 1985 and hosts several large-scale community events annually. 
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Plans for Rayford Road corridor 
district fizzle in Legislature
By Chantel Green 

The Texas’ 84th Legislature 
adjourned June 1, leaving the Ray-
ford Road Corridor without a plan 
for infrastructure or community 
enhancements. The proposed Grand 
Oaks Improvement District, a taxing 
entity officals sought to create to fund 
infrastructure improvements, failed 
to make its way through the legisla-
tive process this year.

However Rayford Road Civic Asso-
ciation President Paul Cote said the 
plan could be re-introduced in the next 
legislative session in 2017. 

“We will have to re-engage [the plan] 
in two years,” Cote said.

RRCA leaders approached state Rep. 
Mark Keough, R-The Woodlands, to 
discuss the improvement district in the 
fall. The improvement district would 
have added a new property tax within 
the newly created district to improve 
the area’s infrastructure by address-
ing traffic congestion and continual 
population growth in areas along the 
Rayford Road Corridor, Cote said.

Keough said during stakeholder 
meetings in December 2014, it became 
clear many area residents opposed the 
creation of a new taxing district until 
they received more information on 
the background and purpose of the 
improvement district, Keough said.

Keough requested the RRCA pro-
duce a community survey to explain 
the details and gather information 
and ideas from residents. 

“While a formal number of respon-
dents was never finalized, I asked for a 
minimum of 1,500 households [to be 
surveyed], which would represent close 
to 10,000 residents,” Keough said. 

Shortly before the end of the 84th 
legislative regular session, RRCA 
leaders determined a survey of the 
community would cost more than the 
association could afford, Keough said. 

Keough said he would not consider 
completing and filing the draft legisla-
tion without the results of the survey.

 “Time was always against this proj-
ect,” he said.

The RRCA did conduct an 

RAYFORD ROAD

unofficial survey of approximately 
350 respondents via Facebook, but 
no plans are in place for a more 
in-depth, formal survey, Cote said.

RCCA Vice President Paul Alli said 
he wanted the association to survey 
10,000 of the area’s residents.

Cote said he is ready to “lay 
down” on the GOID and is looking 
to pursue other community needs. 
However Keough said he plans to use 
the next 18 months to gather as much 
information as possible on what the 
community wants and needs in a new 

taxing district. 
“I will hold a series of community 

town hall meetings in the proposed 
district to ensure every homeowner 
has multiple opportunities to come 
out and give feedback on the pro-
posal,” Keough said.

Keough also said that with the new 
timeline more than a year out, the 
community now has the ability to get 
involved and let RRCA officials know 
exactly what they want to see in an 
improvement district in thier com-
munity. 
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A public improvement district offers 
cities and counties a means for 
improving infrastructure to promote 
economic growth. 

An improvement district is 
most commonly created when 
property owners ask their state 
representative to sponsor a bill 
in the Legislature. However, the 
general law method in Chapter 375 
of the Texas Local Government 
Code also allows property owners 
to petition the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality for district 
creation.

Improvement districts are funded 
through self-imposed property 
taxes, special assessments or 
impact fees upon the properties 
benefiting from such improvements.

Proposed 
improvement 
district

PROPOSED 
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

Map not to scale

Source: Rayford Road Civic Association/Community Impact Newspaper
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Spinning wheels and wishing wells won’t budge your career-car off the driveway.  
Or earn dollars for daycare and dinner. 

Put the sputtering past behind you today.

Rise UP! 

Buckle UP! 

Grab your wheel with both hands and slip your career-car into high gear. 

How? Action. Smart action leads to traction. 

When? Today! Your new success starts with new strategy and new action. Doing the right 
things with the right people at the right time is your solution. 

We’re the right people and today is your day. 

Creating new NO-BS success strategy is our speciality. 

We show you exactly how to be build perpetual success. Personally. 

The first step is super easy. 

Call, text or eMail today.  
Let’s chat about your bright future.

9000 Forest Crossing, The Woodlands, TX

Are Your Kids Counting On You?

Ken Brand, Sales Manager
832-797-1779
KenBrand@GaryGreene.com

Linsey Ehle, Career Coach 
949-939-2514
Linsey.Ehle@GaryGreene.com
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Woodlands challenges Montgomery County 
appraisal process, looks to get Tough on board
By Brian Walzel 

The Woodlands Township and its chairman, 
Bruce Tough, said the Montgomery County 
Appraisal District is unfairly targeting The Wood-
lands with higher than normal property appraisals. 
Tough is looking to be appointed to the Montgom-
ery County Appraisal board of directors in hopes of 
changing the county’s appraisal method and, in the 
process, lower Woodlands home appraisals.

“The township board and I feel that The Wood-
lands has been appraised differently from the rest of 
the county, at a higher valuation,” Tough said. 

He said The Woodlands is an “easy target” for 
appraisal increases and, subsequently, higher reve-
nue for the county. 

“[The Woodlands] makes up 20 percent of the 
population, and we’re paying almost 40 percent of 
the county’s tax budget,” he said.

Mark Castleschouldt, chief appraiser for Mont-
gomery County, said county home appraisals are 
based on their market value.

“We don’t create the market, the actual buyers and 
sellers in the marketplace create the market,” Castle-
schouldt said. “Our place is to appraise [homes to] 
100 percent of the market value. Our job is to mirror 
what the market directs.”

Tough would need to be approved by the other 
members of the appraisal board, a vote that could 
come in October or November, Tough said. 

“We feel The Woodlands is represented unfairly 
compared to other residential areas, commercial 
areas, and I have decided it’s about time someone 
steps up and makes a difference,” Tough said.

Castleschouldt said county residents are some-
times displeased with the appraisal of their homes. 

“I am sure there are a lot of people throughout the 
county that think we pick on them,” he said. “We’re 
not out to pick on anybody. We appraise all property 
100 percent of the market value.”

Township General Manager Don Norrell said rep-
resentatives from the Montgomery County appraisal 
board will make an appearance at a future town-
ship board meeting to discuss the issue of county 
appraisals. Tough said the appraisal board does not 
independently set appraisals for the county; that 
action is led by Castleschouldt. 

“I hope to review the [appraisal] policies, meet 
with the chief appraiser and try to make appraisals 
more equitable,” Tough said. “And if I can’t do it 
through the [appraisal] board, I’ll do it through the 
legislative process. If [the appraisal board] says their 
hands are tied, I’ll figure out how to untie them.”

TOWNSHIP

Percent of county budget paid by  
The Woodlands Township

property tax revenue

The tax value for 
Montgomery County 
increased

from 2012 
to 2015.

from 2012 
to 2015.

2014  
Montgomery County 

population  

455,746

2014 
Woodlands Township 

population  

109,679

The tax value for The 
Woodlands Township 

increased

Source: The Woodlands Township/Community Impact Newspaper

The Woodlands makes up 24 percent of the 
population of Montgomery County.
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38%
2014

39%
2015

Montgomery 
County

23% 28%

vs

Comparing taxable values

Comparing population

Comparing budget contributions
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VILLAGE GREEN

N

New Retailers and Restaurants • Free Family Fun  
Water Splash Pad • Music • Hourly Prize Drawings • Carnival Games 

Face Painting • Balloon Art

Guest Appearances by Puffy Pine Cone® and Friends 
Free Special Gift for Children While Supplies Last

A Division of The Howard Hughes Corporation®TheWoodlands.com

Saturday, July 11 • 4:00 - 7:00 PM 
26400 Kuykendahl Road across 

from the new HEB Creekside

CREEKSIDE PARK VILLAGE GREEN GRAND OPENINGCREEKSIDE PARK VILLAGE GREEN GRAND OPENING

Make a Splash!
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Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated 

Are you on the move? 

Call us today to sell your home! 

Our agents are uniquely certified and 
trained to assist in relocating you or 

your loved ones 

#1 Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS®  
office nationwide!

www.cbunited.com/thewoodlands

281.363.2500
Our agents are uniquely certified and 

trained to assist in relocating 
you or your loved ones

Watching the market? Don’t let it pass you by.

Now is the time to sell. Contact us today!

Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated 

Are you on the move? 

Call us today to sell your home! 

Our agents are uniquely certified and 
trained to assist in relocating you or 

your loved ones 

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC
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Memorial Hermann announces 
new $25 million expansion plans
By Chantel Green and Brian Walzel

Memorial Hermann-The Wood-
lands Hospital has announced plans 
for $25 million worth of expansions 
and improvements. The announce-
ment comes six months after the 
hospital announced a $17 million ren-
ovation to its emergency department.

The latest round of improvements 
includes 36 new surgical beds, 10 
intensive care unit beds, a new cardiac 
catheterization lab and renovations to 
the hospital’s main entrance. Con-
struction will begin this summer with 
an expected completion date of sum-
mer 2016, according to the hospital.

“This is an exciting time for The 
Woodlands community,” said Josh 
Urban, senior vice president and 
CEO of Memorial Hermann-The 
Woodlands Hospital. “The incredible 
evolution of our campus speaks to 
Memorial Hermann’s dedication to 
the people it serves.”

The new amenities will improve the 
hospital’s heart and vascular, neu-
roscience, trauma and orthopedics 

departments. 
“Each step in our growth brings 

more subspecialists to some of or all 
of our major service lines,” Urban 
said. “This bolsters the range of ser-
vice capabilities we have and medical 
options available to the community.”

Ongoing projects the hosptial is 
constructing right now include the 
emergency department enhance-
ments, construction of the Conve-
nient Care Center and an additional 
on-campus medical office building. 

These projects are the latest efforts 
by the hospital to meet the growing 
health care needs of The Woodlands 
area, Urban said.

“The community is always going to 
be our first priority,” he said. “We’re 
focused on providing easy access to 
high-quality health care and excellent 
patient service to The Woodlands and 
Montgomery County.”

To that end, the hospital has 
increased its number of physicians to 
approximately 900, Urban said.

HEALTH CARE

Memorial Hermann-The Woodlands Hospital’s newly renovated emergency department is set for 
completion in 2017, while the newest enhancements will wrap up in 2016.
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Gil Staley, chief executive officer 
of The Woodlands Area Economic 
Development Partnership, said the 
community will profit fom the hospi-
tal’s enhancements and renovations 
that are currently underway.

“We all benefit from this,” he said. 
“The quality of health care we have 
now, including the specialty care you 
can get here without driving to the 
Medical Center, is out of the ordinary.”

Staley said the many enhance-
ments The Woodlands community 

is experiencing in health care at the 
moment, such as the expansion of St. 
Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital and 
the construction of Texas Children’s 
Hospital as well as The Woodlands 
Methodist Hospital, is indicative of a 
nationwide trend.

“Across the U.S., we’re seeing more 
and more hospitals growing out to 
the suburbs,” he said. “We have a very 
well-insured population, and that 
comes with families that are working 
and can cover their health care needs.”

We provide counsel 
and expertise on:
•  Probate, Estate Administration 
    and Trust administration

•  Drafting Wills, Trusts and 
    Disability Planning Documents

•  Estate, Trust and Charitable Planning

•  Business Planning and Exit Strategies

• Asset Protection Planning

•  Estate and Trust Litigation

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 200 - The Woodlands, TX 77380 
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

 Steven J. Clausen 
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

*

*

Who do you turn to when you have an estate,
business or tax issue? 

You turn to the expert who has handled these complex 
issues for over twenty-fi ve years as a large fi rm partner 

and as the owner of a boutique fi rm.

Timber Creek Elementary

Sundays at 10 AM

covenantwoodlands.org

8455 Creekside Green Dr.
 855.395.7075

Community Connected in Christ

worshipping
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Harris County considering road 
bond referendum for November
By Matt Stephens 

The Harris County Commissioners 
Court has asked county officials to 
prepare recommendations for a bond 
referendum on the November ballot 
by late July or early August. The bond 
could include road and bridge projects 
in addition to parks, libraries and 
other capital improvements. 

“I think anybody that drives around 
Houston knows the need [and] sees 
the congestion,” county engineer John 
Blount said. “And our road and bridge 
money, we typically don’t [use it to] 
build new roads. We typically widen 
existing roads, put traffic signals in 
and things of that nature. That’s what 
these funds are used for.” 

The amount of a potential bond is 
unknown, but Blount said it would 
likely be more than the county’s last 
bond in 2007, which provided $365 
million for countywide projects, 
including $190 million for roads and 
bridges. Blount said funds from the 
2007 bond have been exhausted. 

He said specific projects are not 
usually identified for Harris County 
bond referendums, in part due to the 
county’s ability to quickly get con-
struction underway on roadways. 

“If a county commissioner calls 
me today and says, ‘I want X road 
widened,’ typically in 18 months I can 
have construction underway,” Blount 
said. “[For] most people it’s five to 10 
years. Because of that, we’re able to 
change or determine what projects we 
need as the demand happens.”

Although there are some signifi-
cant projects in the region that could 
require funding, such as the widening 
of Kuykendahl and Gosling roads, it is 
unknown which projects in Precinct 4 
could potentially be funded by a bond, 
said Mark Seegers, communications 
director for Precinct 4 Commissioner 
Jack Cagle. 

County officials said a bond would 
not result in a property tax increase. 
Seegers and Blount said the county’s 
budget office has been tasked with 

COUNTY

providing a dollar recommendation 
that would not increase the tax rate. 

“The mood is that to pass a bond 
package, people are going to have to 
know that the [county] can manage 
it within whatever [its] current bond 
rate is,” Seegers said. 

Blount said the bond is necessary 
to fund road and bridge projects in 
Harris County that will accommodate 
the countywide growth. The unincor-
porated population in Harris County 

grew by 74 percent from 2000 while 
the county’s road miles increased 40 
percent over that time. 

In addition to roads, Blount and 
Seegers said the bond package will 
include funding for parks and for 
renovations to libraries. 

It may also include funding for a 
new veterinary health and pet adop-
tion center and for expansions to some 
annex buildings for justices of the 
peace, Blount said.

Harris County is considering a bond proposal for November that could fund road improve-
ment projects throughout the county. Previous bond funds have paid for the expansion of 
Hufsmith-Kohrville Road.
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Woodlands, ORN, Shenandoah ask county for November road bond
By Abigail Loop

The Woodlands Township and the 
cities of Shenandoah and Oak Ridge 
North presented resolutions to the 
Montgomery County Commissioners 
Court on June 16 requesting a new 
road bond election be held in Novem-
ber.

The resolutions from the cities and 
the township follow the failure of the 
$350 million road bond referendum 
May 9, with 57 percent of voters 
opposing the plan. The bond would 
have funded the construction, expan-
sion and rehabilitation of 77 roads 
countywide.

Oak Ridge North Mayor James 
Kuykendall said the recommendation 
was made to let commissioners know 
his city wants a future bond elec-
tion, and that county commissioners 
need to work out their differences so 

people can decide what another bond 
should include.

Kuykendall told commissioners at 
the meeting a new bond is needed 
to alleviate heavy traffic counts on 
Robinson Road, one of Oak Ridge 
North’s most traveled roads.

“There is no doubt that we have a 
serious problem,” Kuykendall said. 
“[The city has] 16,000 [vehicle] trips 
a day down a two-lane road, Robin-
son Road, intersecting with Hanna 
Road, crossing the railroad tracks—
phenomenal bottleneck down there. 
The traffic is expected to double, and 
right now it is overwhelming.”

The county has until Aug. 11 to 
decide if it will present a new road 
bond to Montgomery County voters 
in November, County Judge Craig 
Doyal said.

Shenandoah Mayor Gary Watts 

COUNTY

echoed Kuykendall’s concern with 
his city’s own resolution, and said 
that traffic is becoming a significant 
problem in Shenandoah.

“We have more traffic coming 
through that city than any city in the 
county,” Watts said. “We know that 
traffic costs cities money, too. People 
weren’t stopping. They weren’t going 
into one of our restaurants to take 
food home at night because they had 
to get in the line.”

After hearing the resolutions, 
Doyal said the Commissioners Court 
agreed there is a need for a new bond, 
but the court needs to determine the 
best timing for a new proposal.

“We first need to get information 
corrected that was exaggerated in 
the last bond, and that can be a bit 
of a challenge,” Doyal said. “On 
the last bond, there was misguided 

information concerning debt and 
projects that were deemed poor. 
People need to get sound information 
they need so they can make better 
decisions in the future.”

Doyal said once the county deter-
mines how best to deal with other 
obstacles of opposition and provice 
better information to residents, a new 
road bond may then be a possibility.

Some projects included in the May 
bond proposal met with significant 
opposition from voters, including 
a six-mile extension of Woodlands 
Parkway and $11 million worth of 
projects in Precinct 1.

“If we can get full support from 
the commissioners and show that the 
bond will be a positive impact on all 
of Montgomery County, then we will 
be ready to go,” Doyal said. “I cer-
tainly want to see it back in action.”

BREAKING
THE BOND

Montgomery County 
voters have not 
approved a road bond 
election since 2005, 
and have voted down 
the last two proposals.

2005 ROAD BOND 2011 ROAD BOND 2015 ROAD BOND

PASSEd FAILED FAILED

2,371  
TOTAL VOTES
70% FOR
30% AGAINST

14,307  
TOTAL VOTES
47% FOR
53% AGAINST

28,363  
TOTAL VOTES
43% FOR
57% AGAINST

Source: Montgomery County/Community Impact Newspaper

1900 Research Forest Drive
The Woodlands, TX 77381
832.325.2335
 
communitybankoftx.com

Do business with a bank that 
doesn’t believe in “business as 
usual.” Let’s meet face-to-face.

WE’RE ALWAYS HERE FOR U

NMLS #423137

Affiliated Mortgage Company
Home Loan Division of Benchmark Bank  

2501 Research Forest Drive, Suite B
The Woodlands, Texas 77381

Office: 281-465-7424
Toll Free: 888-335-1909

 kelly@kellytx.com
www.kellytx.com

N M L S # 6 1 4 0 7 1

Kelly Malatesta 
Senior Mortgage Advisor

AREAS OF EXPERTISE:
Purchase & Refinance

• Conventional
• Fixed - ARMS
• Jumbo
• FHA
• VA

One Time Close
• Construction
• Renovation

A s  h e a r d  o n  K S E V  7 0 0  a m  w i t h  S t e v e  D r a k e !

New Location Coming Soon



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com34

51 W. DOUBLE GREEN CIR.  •  $1,390,000

10 PLAYER POND PL.  •  $2,200,000

2706 CASSINI CT.  •  $400,000

83 WINDSOME PATH  •  $430,000

3 N. SPINNING WHEEL CIR.  •  $299,900

18 KNIGHTS CROSSING  •  $540,000

66 W. MIRROR RIDGE CIR.  •  $680,000

W
O

O
D

L
A

N
D

S

®

®heritagetexas.com

936.447.9625

LOCAL ROOTS | GLOBAL REACH
THANKS TO OUR AFFILIATION with Leading Real Estate

Companies of the World® and Luxury Por tfolio International®, 

we can market your home around the globe.

23 S. SAGE SPARROW CIR.  •  $836,000
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Township,Pavilion partner to build ice rink
By Brian Walzel and 
Hannah Zedaker 

The Woodlands Township 
has finalized plans to fund a 
new building with The Cyn-
thia Woods Mitchell Pavilion, 
which will host a permanent 
ice rink and a House of Blues 
hospitality venue. The facility 
will be built in the current 
location of the Pavilion’s tem-
porary hospitality tent, which 
is adjacent to the north side 
ticket office and entry.

Construction on the facility 
will begin later this year and 
is anticipated to be complete 
in time for the Pavilion’s 2016 
concert season, according to 
the township.

The township and the Pavil-
ion will share both the use 
and the cost of the structure, 
which is estimated at $4.9 
million. The ice rink, which 
has been a temporary attrac-
tion on Lake Robbins Drive 
for the past 15 years, will be 
permanently housed in the 

building during the winter 
months, and the House of 
Blues hospitality venue will be 
housed as the facility during 
the Pavilion’s concert season.

“We are so pleased that 
the township and the Pavil-
ion will work together on 
this project,” said Whitney 
Hough, Cynthia Woods 
Mitchell Pavilion marketing 
and public relations manager. 
“Not only will the new struc-
ture benefit our concertgoers, 
but it will also enhance the 
Town Center as a whole.”

Hough said the Pavil-
ion’s current House of Blues 
hospitality facility is not a 
permanent structure, and a 
new permanent venue will 
offer guests access to more 
restrooms and a larger area 
to seek refuge from the heat 
during or after a concert at 
the Pavilion.

However, there are no plans 
to utilize the facility for live 
music performances.

“Currently no specific 
plans have been made for 
the building to be used as 
an alternate music venue,” 
Hough said. “However, this 
facility will absolutely be used 
for events like the Children’s 
Festival and other educational 
outreach programs. With this 
expanded space, The Pavilion 
will be able to enhance the 
experience for guests at all 
contemporary events.”

 The township will pay $3 
million for the project, which 
constitutes half of the con-
structions costs as well as the 
entire cost of the ice-making 
equipment. The initial cost to 
fund the new facility will be 
more cost-effective over the 
long term than the temporary 
ice rink by eliminating setup 
and takedown costs, said 
John Powers, assistant general 
manager of community ser-
vices for the township. 

Additionally, Powers said 
the agreement provides the 

TOWN CENTER

township a longer use period 
each year than the current 
ice rink season by allowing 
for flexibility with scheduling 
and additional opportunities 
for expanded operations and 
programs. The project will 
also provide a climate-con-
trolled environment with 
better access to amenities and 
parking.

The ice rink has proven to 

be one of The Woodlands’ 
most popular attractions, 
with more than 240,000 skat-
ers visiting the facility during 
the past five years. For the 
2014-15 season, the ice rink 
attracted 49,921 visitors, the 
second-highest attendance 
figure in the facility’s 15-year 
history, according to The 
Woodlands Convention and 
Visitors Bureau.

The Woodlands Township and the Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion have 
partnered to fund a $4.9 million facility to be constructed at the Pavilion. The 
facility will serve as the permanent home for The Woodlands ice rink and as a 
hospitality venue for the Pavilion.
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TraditionBank.com    |    936.273.4286   |    713.666.2511 - Main
7 GREATER HOUSTON LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

WHERE
TRADITION & MEET

COMMUNITY 
SUPPORT

Community

SHRED DAY!
All proceeds will benefit the Montgomery County Sheriff Office  

Citizens Academy Alumni Association

*$5 donation request per box

July 25, 2015  9am – 12pm
Tradition Bank – The Woodlands 

3205 College Park Dr. (Hwy 242) The Woodlands, Texas 77384

Instructions: Place your documents to shred in a banker’s box. Staples, paper 
clips, and binder clips can be shredded. Plastic binders are not accepted. 
Assistance will be available to help unload heavy boxes.

MID $200S - MID $400SLIVEBONTERRA.COM

AN INSPIRED LIVING
EXPERIENCE FROM

Offer void where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. All information (including, but not limited to prices, availability, incentives, floor plans, site plans, features, stan-
dards and options, assessments and fees, planned amenities, programs, conceptual artists’ renderings and community development plans) is not guaranteed and remains
subject to change or delay without notice. Maps and plans are not to scale and all dimensions are approximate. Photos and descriptions of any planned improvements,
features or amenities are not an actual representation and are for illustration purposes only that remain subject to change. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in
any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. At least one resident of household must be 55 or better, and additional restrictions apply.
Some residents may be younger than 55 and no one under 19 in permanent residency. Please see a Taylor Morrison Sales Associate for details and visit
www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. © June 2015, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

RSVP by July 17th to: 
281.780.4652 or 
HoustonOnline@TaylorMorrison.com

Sun.,
July 19th
1:00 pm

Spend ther 
afternoon 
with your 
grandkids
at the Bonterra
Model Home Park.

Win Prizes!
• Enjoy Ice Cream

• Family Photos

• Bounce House 
for the kids

• Balloon Artists

• Face Painting

• Scavenger Hunt

• Popcorn Machine
Tour 9 

Model Homes
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Report claims CISD targeted 6 
special ed students for truancy
By Brian Walzel

Conroe ISD has been named in a 
complaint filed to the Texas Educa-
tion Agency that claims the district 
sent a disproportionate number of 
disabled students to criminal court 
for missing school.

Disabled students include those 
with behavioral, emotional, mental, 
physical and learning disabilities, 
according to the TEA.

Prior to Gov. Gregg Abbott signing 
a law reversing the statute in June, 
Texas was one of two states, in addi-
tion to Wyoming, that allowed public 
school districts to send students it 
counted as truant to criminal court. 
Truancy in Texas was considered a 

Class C misdemeanor, with penalties 
including fines of up to $500 and, 
in rare cases, jail time. According to 
the report the courts often ordered 
students to drop out of school. 

The complaint, filed by Texas 
Appleseed, an Austin-based social 
justice organization, on May 27, lists 
CISD among 11 districts statewide 
that reported more than five spe-
cial education students having been 
forced to drop out by criminal courts. 
According to the complaint, six 
CISD special education students were 

court-ordered to drop out of school 
for the 2012-13 school year.

Texas Appleseed’s complaint 
claimed the districts used the court 
truancy process to force students with 
disabilities out of school. 

“Texas is punishing children for 
failing to attend school by forcing 
them out of school,” Texas Appleseed 
claims in its report. “Many school 
districts across the state drive this 
force-out, particularly for students 
with disabilities. These school districts 
fail to provide students with necessary 
special education services and then 
penalize them when they inevitably 
struggle in school as a result.”

According to CISD, for the 2014-
15 school year, 34 special education 
students—which was 15 percent of 
all truant students—were reported 
as truant. Special education students 
make up 8 percent of the total student 
population districtwide. 

“We assume when a campus codes 
a student as truant, the student was 
actually referred to [criminal] court,” 
said Carrie Galatas, administrative 
general counsel for CISD. 

Galatas said it is also possible that 
CISD students were referred to court 
without being deemed truant.

The state considers a student truant 
if he or she has three or more unex-
cused absences in a four-week period. 
Beginning Sept. 1, the date the new 
law goes into effect, Texas school dis-
tricts will no longer have the authority 
to send truant students to court.

Data collected by Texas Appleseed 
from the TEA show that about 13 per-
cent of truancy cases referred to Texas 
criminal courts were filed against 

EDUCATION

SPECIAL ED TRUANCY

2014-15 SCHOOL YEAR

Total number  
of students 

coded as truant 

233

Number of special education 
students coded as truant: 34

Special education students 
made up 15 percent of the 
district’s truant students.

Total CISD  
enrollment 

56,000

Special education enrollment: 
4,700

Special education students 
made up 8 percent of  

the district’s population. S
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CISD codes students as truant, which, according to district officials, likely 
means they were referred to criminal courts. 

CONROE ISD  
COURT-ORDERED DROPOUTS

Conroe ISD was one of 11 Texas school districts with more than five special edu-
cation students ordered to drop out of school by state criminal courts in 2012-13.

CONROE ISD
General education students:  

91
Special education students:

 6

STATEWIDE
General education students: 

1,532
Special education students: 

325

students identified with disabilities, 
while such students make up about 8.5 
percent of all students in Texas.

Representatives from CISD declined 
to comment specifically on the Texas 
Appleseed report but provided a state-
ment in response to the complaint.

“The Conroe Independent School 
District is proud of the quality 
education it provides to its over 
56,000 students,” the release said. 
“The complaint indicated that during 
the 2012-13 school year, six of the 

district’s 4,000+ special education 
students dropped out of school after 
being ordered by a court to obtain a 
GED [diploma]. CISD works hard to 
keep any student from leaving school 
before obtaining a diploma and has 
been very successful in doing so. CISD 
has one of the highest graduation 
rates in the state at 95.1 percent. We 
will review the concerns raised by the 
complaint and continue to make every 
effort to ensure the success of all of 
our students.”   

“Texas is punishing 
children for failing 
to attend school by 
forcing them out of 
school.”
–Texas Appleseed report

COMING SOON   25219 KUYKENDAHL PLAZA

RETAIL & OFFICE FOR SALE/LEASE 936-230-0002 • 281-362-5640
WWW.AVENTURADEVELOPMENTS.COM
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Conroe ISD considers $511 million 
bond package to address growth
By Jesse Mendoza

The Conroe ISD board of trustees is 
considering a $511 million bond pack-
age following a presentation by the 
district’s Facilities Planning Commit-
tee during the June 16 board meeting.

The committee recommended the 
$510.97 million bond to pay for a new 
high school, intermediate school and 
two elementary schools in the Oak 
Ridge North feeder zone as well as a 
new junior high school in the Conroe 
High School feeder zone.

The board will consider approval of 
a final bond amount and placement of 
the referendum on the Nov. 3 ballot 
during its August meeting.

With 56,400 students enrolled in 
the district during the 2014-15 school 
year and an additional 7,000 students 
projected to be added in the next four 
years, Superintendent Don Stockton 
said the proposal could help the dis-
trict address demand.

“It is a solid proposal, and I thank 
the committee for [its] work,” Stock-
ton said. “The goal was to meet the 
instructional and growth needs [of 
the district] for the next three to five 
years. The recommendation reflects 
[the committee’s] belief that it is going 
to meet our needs.”

Expanding capacity
A committee recommendation 

would use bond funds would also help 
expand the capacity of Stewart Ele-
mentary School in Woodforest by 200 
students. The school opened in the 
2014-15 school year with a capacity 
of 800 students  and the intention to 
expand in the near future.

Major classroom renovations at 

56,407
2014–15 

enrollment

$527 M
2008 bond referendum 

(passed)

$279 M
2004 bond referendum

(passed)

40%
district growth
(past 10 years)

64,390 
2019–20 

projected enrollment

10
new science classrooms 

at Knox Junior 
High School in The 

30%
projected growth

(next 10 years)

Conroe ISD is considering approval of a $511 million bond package, 
which would fund construction of new schools and upgrades to 
existing facilities if approved by voters during the Nov. 3 election. 
The board of trustees will consider approval of a final bond amount 
and placement on the November ballot during its August meeting.

Source: Conroe ISD/Community Impact Newspaper

Pricing EDUCATION

2015 bond referendum 
(final amount to be 

determined)

$511 M
$ $

$ $

Austin Elementary and Conroe High 
schools are also being considered in 
the bond. The renovations would be 
completed in multiple phases and 
could be done without disruption of 
instructional time.

Funds could also be used to build 
10 new science classrooms at Knox 
Junior High School, upgrade safety 
and security features at some exist-
ing schools and for maintenance and 
improvements at older facilities.

The committee also recommended 
the district purchase land for future 
schools using bond funds to avoid 
future increases in land prices in 
premium locations, such as lots near 
Riley Fuzzel and Rayford roads. 

Planning for growth
Board of trustees President John 

Husbands said the new campuses pro-
posed in the bond package are located 
within areas of the district experienc-
ing rapid student population growth. 

“I saw nothing outside the bounds 
of practical, reasonable and needed,” 
Husbands said. “I won’t be at all 
surprised if [the final bond amount] 
ends up being slightly less than that 
amount. We always try to whittle. We 
are blessed as a district, and some-
times we can handle some things out 
of general funds. It is a starting place, 
nothing more and nothing less, but it 
is in the ballpark.”

Following the presentation, the 
board of trustees voted to use about 
$2,363,130 of existing funds to pur-
chase of a 15-acre parcel of land in 
Imperial Oaks within the Oak Ridge 
North feeder zone to accommodate a 
planned elementary school.

New high school, a junior high 
school and two elementary 
schools in the Oak Ridge 
High School feeder zone

New intermediate school 
in the Conroe High 
School feeder zone

200
more seats at Stewart 

Elementary in 
Montgomery

99

105 336

242

45

1314

2854
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Palmer Course 
to undergo 
renovations

Township buys 11-acre land tract

By Brian Walzel
Work has begun on a multimillion 

dollar expansion and renovation 
at The Woodlands Country Club 
Palmer Course. 

The facility, owned by ClubCorp, 
will see an all new private events cen-
ter, dining area, bar and lounge and 
fitness center. Improvements to its 
patio area will be included as well.

Morgan Gonzales, general manager 
for The Woodlands Country Club, 
said construction on the new private 
events center could be complete by 
the end of the year.

“As part of The Woodlands com-
munity, we feel [the renovations] will 
really solidify our position in the 
community,” he said.

Gonzales said renovations to the 
club’s dining and bar facilities would 
also be finished by the end of the 
year. In the current configuration, 
the club’s dining facilities double as 

By Brian Walzel
The Woodlands Township has 

purchased land in Town Center for 
possible use as a government facility.

The township bought 11.6 acres of 
land along Lake Woodlands Drive 
near The Woodlands United Meth-
odist Church. The township board of 
directors approved the purchase at 
its June 18 meeting. The sum paid for 
the land parcel is undisclosed.

Township Chairman Bruce Tough 
said no determination has been made 
as to the use of the land, but the 
township is considering its options.

“This is probably the only land 
available in The Woodlands that can 
be used for a suitable government 
complex,” Tough said. 

Among the potential uses for the 
parcel could be a police station, 
municipal court building, city hall or 
cultural arts center, he said.

The township’s Economic Devel-
opment Committee is exploring the 
possibility of developing a cultural 
facility in The Woodlands. 

The township is facing the possi-
bility of incorporating, which will 

BRIEFS

a private events room, forcing the 
club’s members out of the dining area 
while the room is in use for other 
events.

The Palmer Course facility also 
just saw the completion May 1 of new 
resort-style swimming pool ameni-
ties that include a new poolside bar, 
private cabanas and a shaded toddler 
swimming area.

The Woodlands Country Club 
includes the 18-hole tournament 
course, former site of the Shell 
Houston Open, the Palmer Course, 
designed by Arnold Palmer, and the 
Player Course, designed by Gary 
Player, as well as several tennis courts 
and fitness centers. The country club 
has about 2,000 members.

require a vote sometime in the next 
45 years. An agreement between the 
township and cities of Conroe and 
Houston, which prohibits either of 
the cities from annexing The Wood-
lands, requires the township to vote 
on its future form of governance.

Tough said he believes The Wood-
lands will incorporate, and the town-
ship is planning for that time.

“One of these days we will be a 
city,” he said. “That’s inevitable.”

Renovations at The Woodlands Country Club 
Palmer Course include a new member’s 
dining area, bar and lounge.
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The Woodlands Township has purchased 
an 11.6-acre site at the southwest corner 
of Lake Woodlands Drive and Grogan’s Mill 
Road. The land could be used for a future 
municipal complex.
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Land purchase

“We Take Care of Your Air”

281-528-4947
BradburyBrothers.com

REPAIRS  • MAINTENANCE • INSTALLATIONS

YOUR AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING SPECIALISTS

“I taught my boys to take care of 
their customers like they would take 

care of their Mother!”

$50 OFF
REPAIRS

OF $200 OR MORE
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC. WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO 

BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS OR SPECIALS. 
EXPIRES 8/12/15. COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER. 

$59.00
A/C TUNE-UP

(REG. $89)
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC. PER SYSTEM.

 CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS 
OR SPECIALS. EXPIRES 8/12/15. 

COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER.



The Woodlands Edition • July 2015 39

County Judge 
Doyal solicits 
assistance after 
heavy rains 

Shenandoah considering new 
multiuse facility near stadium

By Chantel Green
Recent rains have caused such 

damage to Montgomery County that 
County Judge Craig Doyal issued a 
disaster declaration to solicit state 
and federal assistance.

A request for assistance was sub-
mitted from Doyal to Gov. Abbott on 
June 15, a day before Tropical Storm 
Bill made landfall in Matagorda 
County. The disaster declaration is 
part of the process of receiving assis-
tance from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency. 

Montgomery County on its own 
would not be eligible for FEMA assis-
tance unless Texas has met the FEMA 
quota of 801 damaged homes.

However Montgomery County 
was added to the Small Business 
Administration declaration because 
it is adjacent to Harris County, which 

By Julie Butterfield
The city of Shenandoah is consid-

ering building an events center that 
would accommodate sporting events 
and host conventions and gradua-
tions.

Although the idea is in its prelim-
inary stages, Shenandoah is examin-
ing what type of facility would best 
serve the city’s long-term goals, City 
Administrator Greg Smith said. 

“There have been facilities dis-
cussed [such as] a baseball stadium 
and special events center,” he said. 
“So there’s been a lot of different ideas 
thrown around, and we are just eval-
uating those different ideas.”

The facility’s location could be 
north of the Conroe ISD natatorium, 
at 19133 David Memorial Drive, 
Smith said.

Shenandoah’s role as host of events, 
such as the NCAA Division III Swim 
and Dive championships and high 
school football games at Woodfor-
est Stadium has been the impetus 
for discussion on the possibility of 

has met the SBA declaration quota 
of 25 uninsured, damaged homes or 
businesses sustaining at least 40 per-
cent of uninsured losses, according to 
Montgomery County.

According to the SBA, the declara-
tion could provide low interest loans 
to homeowners, businesses and non-
profits to aid in rebuilding damaged 
property that is privately owned.

The declaration is another step in 
helping a county in need of state and 
federal assistance, Doyal said.

building a new events center, he said. 
“Obviously the city has had a 

strong focus on sports in the past,” 
Smith said. “Bidding on NCAA 
championships and receiving two 
NCAA championships in [2013 
and 2015] and having another one 
scheduled in ’17, the focus has been 
primarily on enhancing the facilities 
for sporting events.”

Smith offered no timeline on the 
development of the facility, but said 
the city will know more over the next 
few months. 

Montgmery County Judge Craig Doyal

Tamina Rd.

M
ain St. 

Shenandoah  
Multiuse  
Facility

CISD 
Stadium

Woodforest 
Bank Stadium
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LEADING MEDICINE STARTS 
WITH HOUSTON METHODIST 
PRIMARY CARE.
At Houston Methodist, your family’s well-being is at the center of all we do. 

From simple checkups to more complex concerns, our board-certified 

physicians provide the compassionate care you need, as well as access 

to our leading network of world-class specialists.

For an appointment, schedule online at 
houstonmethodist.org/primarycare or call 713.394.MPCG (6724).

Our practices offer:

• Online scheduling

• Same-day access

• Convenient locations

• After-hours access

HMTW_CI_9.1837x11.25_PCG_ad.indd   1 6/25/15   12:23 PM
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New legislation allows for easier 
transition to college for students
By Abigail Loop

Changes in Texas education cur-
riculum have made it easier for some 
high school students to transition into 
college with more credit hours under 
their belts, which is the result of two 
new bills passed in the 84th Texas 
Legislature.

House Bill 505 
removes limits 
on the number 
of dual-credit 
courses a high 
school student 
can take in any 
academic semes-
ter, and HB 1992 
requires state 
public colleges 
and universities 
to accept a minimum score of 3 on 
Advanced Placement exams taken 
by high school students for college 
credit. Both bills give students the 
ability to attain more college credit 
while still in high school. HB 505 and 
HB 1992 were both signed into law 
by Gov. Greg Abbott on May 23 and 
June 3, respectively.

Jeff Fuller, director of student 
recruitment at the University of Hous-
ton, said the new policies would not 
necessarily help students get admitted 
to state public schools, such as UH, 
since admission is granted mostly 
through grades and SAT scores. How-
ever, the changes would give students 
the opportunity to get ahead in college 

once they are admitted and have a 
clearer view of their degree plan.

“UH awards an AP score of 3 or 
higher with college credit already for 
most classes, so the new AP policy 
won’t affect us that much specifically,” 
Fuller said. “However, the big dis-

cussion is on 
certain math 
and science [AP] 
classes, which 
as of right now 
require a 4 or 5 
on the exam for 
students seeking 
a specific math 
or science 
degree.”

Fuller said a 
math or science 

student could earn a 3 on an AP exam 
and receive credit for more general 
science and math classes but will still 
have to take the more advanced classes 
at the university. However, Fuller said 
getting a 3 on the exam is still benefi-
cial to students as they will still be able 
to get ahead in their college careers.

Similar to the new AP policy, the 
ability for students to now take an 
unlimited amount of dual-credit 
classes would also put students ahead 
in their degree plan, he said.

“The most important thing about 
being able to take more dual classes 
is that, to make sure they are going to 
fit in your degree plan, you still need 
to be strategic,” Fuller said. “While 

EDUCATION

there has been a limit on the amount of 
dual-credit classes you can take, this is 
because some colleges want to let stu-
dents have a fuller college experience 
and take these classes there. At a public 
university like UH, we see most [dual-
credit] classes fit into a degree plan.”

Fuller said by taking advantage of 
such programs and earning a signif-
icant number of college credit hours 
while in high school, students can 
often graduate college a year early.

Debbie Ratcliffe, director of media 
relations for the Texas Education 
Agency, said that besides helping 
students earn degrees faster, the new 
policies could save Texas families 
time and money.

“College campuses will offer more 

course credit than they did before, and 
this will help students when admitted 
into a university,” Ratcliffe said. “We 
have already seen more increases at 
early learning high schools where 
students graduate with both a high 
school degree and an associate’s 
degree. They’re getting more creden-
tials, and it is already helping.”

Ratcliffe agreed with Fuller that 
more dual-credit classes being 
allowed and lower AP scores being 
accepted would not result in an easier 
admission process but would better 
prepare students for college.

“There will now just be more 
options for Texas families,” she said. 
“Colleges offering more course credit 
saves millions of dollars.”

• Texas’ AP program offers 36 courses in a variety of subject areas.
• Arts, English, history and social science, math and computer science, sciences, 

and world languages and culture are all areas of study that are featured in the  
state AP program. 

• AP tests are graded on a 1 to 5 scale, with many colleges and universities award-
ing course credit for scores of 3 or higher. With new AP legislation in place, all 
colleges must now accept a score of 3 or higher.

• Students do not have to take an AP course in order to take an AP exam.

• Colleges can assist with scholarships, transfer agreements for designated courses, 
designing curricula, training and supporting instructors, and administering college 
placement tests when partnering with high schools.

• Courses offered for dual credit must provide advanced academic instruction that 
allows for mastery of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills program for the 
appropriate high school course.

• A student can earn at least one-half of a credit toward a high school course for 
passing a one-semester college course. The student may earn a full credit for a 
one-semester college course if the student has demonstrated mastery of the TEKS 
for an entire one-credit course.

Sources: Texas Education Agency, CollegeBoard/Community Impact Newspaper

DUAL-CREDIT PROGRAMS

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAMS

Getting a head start on college

“There will now just be 
more options for Texas 
families. Colleges 
offering more course 
credit saves millions 
of dollars.” 

—Debbie Ratcliffe, director of media relations 
for the Texas Education Agency

New legislation resulted in changes to the state’s dual-credit and 
Advanced Placement programs. Below is the criteria for both 
programs, which includes changes made by the new legislation.
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World Affairs Council
Of Houston

JOIN THE CONVERSATION 
ON WORLD EVENTS

In these challenging times with 
so much going on in the world, 
it is more important than ever 
to stay active in our community 
and engaged with the world. 
Membership in the Council makes 
this easy and enjoyable. We bring 
you information, friendships, 
and an important connection 
to Houston's international 
community.

THE WOODLANDS SERIES

TIME:

Registration 6:30 p.m.
Program 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.

LOCATION:

To Be Determined 
Please Check Our Website:  
www.wachouston.org

REGISTRATION

713-522-7811
rsvp@wachouston.org
www.wachouston.org

SAVE THE DATE
MONDAY, AUGUST 31st

 General Stanley McChrystal: ‘Team of Teams’

JOIN US FOR THE 
WOODLANDS SERIES

HOUSTON: SPANISH, MANDARIN, FRENCH & ENGLISH
Starting at 18 months - 6 yrs old

After School Spanish Classes - 4-12 years old
DON’T FORGET ABOUT OUR SUMMER & SPRING LANGUAGE CAMPS!

SPRING • HOUSTON • PEARLAND • KATY

CROSSINGBORDERSLANGUAGES.COM

832.808.2575

SPRING &  PEARLAND
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Art Institute of Houston

Address: 4140 Hwy. 59, Houston
Phone: 713-623-2040
Website: www.new.artinstitutes.edu/houston
Tuition: $17,568 (in-state and out-of-state)
Enrollment: 1,889 (both Houston campuses)
Most notable programs: culinary arts, audio production, 
graphic design, fashion
Test averages: Open admissions policy           
Graduation rate: 39 percent

Art Institute of Houston North

Address: 10740 N. Gessner Drive, Ste. 190, Houston
Phone: 281-671-3381
Website: www.artinstitutes.edu/houston-north
Tuition: $17,568 (in-state and out-of-state) 
Enrollment: 1,889 (both Houston campuses)
Most notable programs: graphic design, gaming design, 
media arts and animation
Test averages: open admissions policy
Graduation rate: 39 percent

College of Biblical Studies Houston

Address: 7000 Regency Square Blvd., Ste. 110, Houston
Phone: 713-785-5995

Website: www.cbshouston.edu
Tuition: $4,171 (in-state and out-of-state)
Enrollment: 498
Most notable programs: biblical counseling, Christian 
leadership, biblical studies, organizational leadership 
Test averages: open admissions policy
Graduation rate: 57 percent

Houston Baptist University 
Address: 7502 Fondren Road, Houston
Phone: 281-649-3000
Website: www.hbu.edu
Tuition: $13,975 (in-state and out-of-state) 
Enrollment: 3,128
Most notable programs: nursing, business, education
Test averages: 470-580 SAT Critical Reading, 480-580 
SAT Math, 450-550 SAT Writing, 20-25 ACT Composite
Graduation rate: 45 percent

Lone Star College - Cy-Fair

Address: 9191 Barker Cypress Road, Cypress
Phone: 281-290-3200
Website: www.lonestar.edu/cyfair
Tuition: $932 (in-district), $1,982 (out-of-district), $2,207 
(out-of-state)
Enrollment: 20,384

Greater Houston area colleges and universities

FocusHIGHER EducationHIGHER Education
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shsu.edu

LEAVE YOUR MARK

TM

SAM HOUSTON
STATE UNIVERSITY

Test averages: Open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 19 percent (all campuses) 

Lone Star College - Montgomery

Address: 3200 College Park Drive, Conroe
Phone: 936-273-7000
Website: www.lonestar.edu/montgomery
Tuition: $932 (in-district), $1,982 (out-of-district), $2,207 
(out-of-state)
Enrollment: 13,254
Also offers full degree programs from: Sam Houston 
State University, Our Lady of the Lake University, 
University of Houston Victoria and University of St. 
Thomas
Test averages: Open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 19 percent (all campuses)
(Lone Star College System also offers a satellite campus 
at 777 Conroe Park North Drive, Conroe.)

Lone Star College - North Harris

Address: 2700 W. West Thorne Drive, Houston
Phone: 281-618-5400
Website: www.lonestar.edu/northharris
Tuition: $932 (in-district), $1,982 (out-of-district), $2,207 
(out-of-state)
Enrollment: 17,721

Education sponsors
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Test averages: Open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 19 percent (all campuses)

Lone Star College Tomball

Address: 30555 Tomball Parkway, Tomball
Phone: 281-351-3300
Website: www.lonestar.edu/tomball
Tuition: $932 (in-district), $1,982 (out-of-district), $2,207 
(out-of-state)
Enrollment: 9,361
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 19 percent (all campuses)

Lone Star College University Park

Address: 20515 Hwy. 249, Houston
Phone: 281-290-2600
Website: www.lonestar.edu/universitypark
Tuition: $932 (in-district), $1,982 (out-of-district), $2,207 
(out-of-state)
Enrollment: 9,261
Also offers full degree programs from: Sam Houston 
State University, University of Houston-Downtown 
Northwest and University of Houston-Northwest
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 19 percent (all campuses)

Our Lady of the Lake University-The  
Woodlands Campus

Address: 3232 College Park Drive, The Woodlands

Phone: 936-273-7628
Website: www.ollusa.edu
Tuition: $3,684
Enrollment: 300
Most notable programs: business, accounting, 
psychology
Admissions policy: Students must have completed 30 
hours of undergraduate work.
Graduation rate: no information available 

Prairie View A&M University

Address: 100 University Drive, Prairie View
Phone: 936-261-3311
Website: www.pvamu.edu
Tuition: $5,393 (in-state), $16,013 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 8,343
Most notable programs: nursing, business, education 
Test averages: 370-460 SAT Critical Reading, 390-480 
SAT Math, 360-450 SAT Writing, 16-19 ACT Composite
Transfer rate: 6 percent 
Graduaion rate: N/A

Rice University 
Address: 6100 Main St., Houston
Phone: 713-348-0000
Website: www.rice.edu
Tuition: $20,780 (in-state and out-of-state)
Enrollment: 6,621
Most notable programs: biochemistry, chemical 
engineering, psychology

Test averages: 680-760 SAT Critical Reading, 710-790 
SAT Math, 670-770 SAT Writing, 31-34 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 91 percent

Sam Houston State University-Woodlands Campus

Address: 3380 College Park Drive, The Woodlands
Phone: 936-202-5000
Website: www.shsu.edu/academics/woodlands-center
Tuition and fees: $4,668 ( in-state), $10,516 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 19,573
Most notable programs: education, nursing
Test averages: 430-530 SAT Critical Reading, 450-540 
SAT Math, 19-23 ACT Composite
Graduation rate: 49 percent

Sam Houston State University-Huntsville Campus 
Address: 1806 Avenue J, Huntsville

Greater Houston area colleges and universities

LoneStar.edu
Open Doors

Invest in yourself 
and open doors to 
a better future!

Get trained. Get hired.

Start here. Transfer anywhere.
Lone Star College is a smart start for students  
who want to earn a 4-year degree.  

2 years here + 2 years anywhere = BA  
for a fraction of the cost. 

Plus LSC offers small classes, top-notch faculty  
and flexible schedules close to home.  
No wonder students rated LSC #1 in Texas  
on RateMyProfessor.com.

Ready to go to work now? LSC students get hands-on, 
specialized training and skills that employers need in 
high-demand fields.  
Launch a rewarding career in Houston’s leading  
industries including energy, manufacturing, healthcare  
and computer technology.

Open doors to academic transfer and career training.  
Classes and your future start 
August 24. Register today.  
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SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY
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Phone: 936-294-1111
Website: www.shsu.edu
Tuition: $4,668 (in-state), $10,516 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 19,573
Most notable programs: criminal justice, mass 
communication, education 
Test averages: 430-530 SAT Critical Reading, 450-540 
SAT Math, 19-23 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 49 percent

University of Houston

Address: 4800 Calhoun Road, Houston
Phone: 713-743-2255
Website: www.uh.edu
Tuition: $4,780 (in-state), $10,324 (out-of-state) 
Enrollment: 40,914
Most notable programs: biomedical engineering, 
computer engineering, business
Test averages: 500-610 SAT Critical Reading, 540-640 
SAT Math,  22-27 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 48.1 percent

University of Houston Downtown 
Address: 1 Main St., Houston
Phone: 713-221-8000
Website: www.uhd.edu
Tuition: $5,516 (in-state), $14,204 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 14,439
Most notable programs: accounting, psychology

Test averages: 390-470 SAT Critical Reading, 430-510 
SAT Math, 380-480 SATWriting, 16-20 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 19.2 percent

Address: 401 Joe Routt Blvd., College Station
Phone: 979-845-3211
Website: www.tamu.edu
Tuition: $4,441.09 (in-state), $13,087.09 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 62,185
Most notable programs: engineering, agriculture
Test averages: 510-640 SAT Critical Reading, 550-670 
SAT Math, 480-610 SAT Writing, 23-30 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 75.5 percent

Texas Southern University

Address: 3100 Cleburne St., Houston
Phone: 713-313-7011

Website: www.tsu.edu
Tuition: $3,532 (in-state), $7,876 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 9,233
Most notable programs: Airway science management, 
urban planning, homeland security
Test averages: 360-440 SAT Critical Reading, 370-460 
SAT Math, 350-440 SAT Writing, 15-18 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 11.8 percent

University of St. Thomas

Address: 3800 Montrose Blvd., Houston
Phone: 713-522-7911
Website: www.stthom.edu
Tuition: $15,155 (in-state and out-of-state)
Enrollment: 3,522
Most notable programs: premedicine, nursing, 
psychology, education
Test averages: 549 SAT Critical Reading, 562 SAT Math, 
531 SAT Writing, 25 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 58 percent
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TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY

Listed tuition totals are for one semester and calculated for 
15 credit hours unless noted otherwise. All transfer rates 
are to four-year universities, and graduation rates are for a 
six-year period. This guide is not a comprehensive list of all 
colleges and universities in the area.

OLLU • LSC- University Center   

3232 College Drive •  The Woodlands, TX 77384 

Our Lady of the Lake University 
gives you scheduling options 
and affordable tuition to complete 
your undergraduate or graduate degree on 
the weekends and reach your career goals.

TAKE YOUR CAREER 
 TO THE NEXT LEVEL

Earn a degree on weekends in The Woodlands

BACHELOR’S • MASTER’S • DOCTORAL

BACHELOR’S DEGREES
 • Accounting

 • Business

 • Criminology 
   and Criminal Justice (online)

 •  Management

 • Psychology - 
   General or Pre-Counseling

 •  Sociology 

MASTER’S DEGREES
 •  MBA - Healthcare Management or
   Management

 •  Psychology - Family, Couple and
   Individual Therapy

 • Sociology

DOCTORAL
 •  PhD in Leadership Studies

ATTEND ONE OF OUR FREE INFORMATION SESSIONS

SATURDAY, JULY 18 • NOON
SATURDAY,  AUGUST 8 • NOON
Sign up online at  www.ollusa.edu/InfoSession

936-273-7628
www.ollusa.edu/Houston
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When I had cancer, the world’s 
leading care was right here.
My team of experts focused only on me and my cancer. They guided me through 
advanced MD Anderson treatment options including surgery, radiation, chemotherapy, 
clinical trials and support services. They customized a plan just for me. Three months 
after I completed treatment, my mom was diagnosed with breast cancer. MD Anderson 
was there for both of us. Having MD Anderson in our community kept me close to my 
wife and three boys and my mom close to her grandsons. 

I chose the MD Anderson close to me. Find your MD Anderson today. 

Appointments Available            713-745-9940           FindYourMDAnderson.com

I chose the 
MD Anderson
close to me.
- Gary Truver Jr.
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Lone Star College-University Park to host 
basic peace officer program this fall
By Wendy Cawthon

For students looking to start 
a career in law enforcement, 
the basic peace officer program 
at Lone Star College-Univer-
sity Park can serve as a track 
to a new job or a starting point 
toward a degree, officials said.

The LSC-University Park 
Law Enforcement Academy 
will host an open house for 
the program July 6 at 9 to 10 
a.m. The college will offer 
one full-time program and 
two part-time day or night 
programs during the upcom-
ing fall semester starting 
Aug. 3. Each class will be 
limited to 45 students, and 
the program consists of four 
classes that take one semester 

to complete. At the end of the 
program, students are pre-
pared to take a 250-question 
state license exam. If stu-
dents pass with a score of 70 
or higher, they can apply to 
any law enforcement agency 
in the state, according to the 
LSCS course description. 

Completing the pro-
gram offers graduates a 
wider range of employment 
options, such as working 
in a sheriff’s office or any 
other public law enforcement 
agency, said Steven Kahla, 
LSC-University Park dean of 
instruction for workforce. 

“It’s a very extensive 
course. The state requires 
643 hours of training, [but] 

our curriculum requires 700 
hours,” Kahla said. “Much of 
the course revolves around 
the ethics of a police officer, 
making decisions , and there 
are courses on shooting. They 
have to pass tests on the driv-
ing and shooting ranges.”

Through the program, 
students can earn 20 course 
credits toward a 60-credit 
associate of applied science 
degree in law enforcement to 
be completed over four semes-
ters, Kahla said. The rest of 
the degree plan includes more 
advanced classes, such as 
traffic law investigation and 
crime scene investigation.

“It’s not just about being 
able to pass a physical 

EDUCATION

Over 40 cadets graduated from the basic peace officer program at Lone Star 
College-University Park in May. 
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training regimen or shoot-
ing a gun and taking a 
driving test,” Kahla said. 
“[Students learn about] how 
to confirm domestic vio-
lence, court room demeanor 
and report writing. It’s just 
as much about thinking as it 
is about doing.”

FocusHIGHER EducationHIGHER Education
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Cypresswood Dr.

Lone Star College-University Park
20515 Hwy. 249, Houston
Building 12, Room 116

47

Brand new world class offi ce building for lease in 
The Woodlands. Located one block from I-45.

THEGRIJALVAGROUP.COM | 281-415-5294 | 832-651-9698

26310 OAKRIDGE DR., THE WOODLANDS, TX

 ADA compliant

INVESTMENTS

Education sponsors
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Creekside Park Village Center

DEVELOPMENT HIGHLIGHTS

The 100-acre Creekside Park Village Center is the 
last village center to be developed in The Woodlands, 
according to The Woodlands Development Company. 
The shopping center is located on a bifurcated portion of 
Kuykendahl Road. The center is anchored by an H-E-B 
grocery store and features a range of retailers, medical 
and professional offices, and a fire station. 

“The remainder of the development will be built out as 
other opportunities present themselves,” said Travis 
Guinn, senior project manager of design and construction 
for the Development Company.

Over the next six months, openings will include Shogun 
Japanese Grill and Sushi Bar, and Fielding’s Local 
Kitchen & Bar, Guinn said.

At the center of the village development sits Creekside 
Park Village Green, with a splash pad and an open field 
park.

“The [Village Green] attraction is central in the 
development and walkable for many of the [residents] 
who live in the surrounding the area,” Guinn said.

1  Walgreens opened last August 2014 in the village 
center.

2  Jordan’s Sweet Shoppe opened in February near the 
Creekside Village Green and sells a variety of sweets and 
novelty candies.

3  A 10,000-square-foot H-E-B store is located at 
the center of Creekside Park Village Center. The store 
was one of the first businesses to open in the center in 
October.

4  Fielding’s Local Kitchen and Bar is under constructed 
in the Creekside Village Green area and is an expansion 
of Fielding’s Wood Grill restaurant, which is located on 
Research Forest Drive. The restaurant is expected to 
open by the end of the year.

5  Crossroads Square at Creekside Park is a 4-acre 
project under development north of H-E-B. The project, 
which is headed by Creekside Commercial 2012 LLC, will 
feature five buildings that will house restaurants and retail 
in Creekside Park Village Center.

6  Levure Bakery and Patisserie and Nails of America 
opened in the Village Green area of the village center at 
the beginning of this year. 

7  Crust Pizza Company opened its third Woodlands 
location in Creekside Park Village Center in the fall.

8  The center of Creekside Village Green features a 
similar concept to Market Street, with a tree-lined park, a 
water feature and chairs available in the park area.

1
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             New Harmony Pl.

Tucked away in bustling South Montgomery County is a master-planned golf course community that 

has something for everyone – a neighborly ambiance and timeless elegance set amid a backdrop of 

naturally forested reserves. 

Find townhomes, patio homes, single-family designs and custom homes for every stage of life. 

Enjoy on-site conveniences such as a CVS Pharmacy, Kiddie Academy and United Methodist church, 

coming soon. Explore miles of trails, numerous parks and the Forest Island recreation complex, 

complete with swimming, tennis, basketball and more. Rest easy knowing your young children are 

just down the street at Stewart Elementary.

Welcome to your new hometown  Welcome to Woodforest.

Prices and availabilitiy are subject 
to change without notice.
Prices and availabilitiy are subject
to change without notice.

New homes from the 
$200s  to the Millions

936-447-2800 · WoodforestTx.com
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Compiled by Chantel Green, Abigail Loop and Brian Walzel
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FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, communityimpact.com/wdl

New residential, commercial projects planned for Magnolia
By Liza Winkler

A number of new developments 
are on the drawing board for the 
Magnolia area.

Trey Halberdier, founder of The 
Woodlands-based Halberdier Real 
Estate, said his company has five 
different properties ranging from 
seven acres to 500 acres in the works 
in Magnolia.

Halberdier Real Estate has 500 
acres under contract a few miles 
north of FM 1488 on FM 149, Hal-
berdier said. The tract is likely to be 
developed as a residential commu-
nity with large acreage ranch-type 
lots in the future, he said.

The company also purchased a 
350-acre tract during the past few 

months on FM 1774 just north of 
Magnolia and the Texas Renais-
sance Festival. The future Hwy. 249 
extension project will run through a 
portion of the northern boundary of 
the property near the Crown Ranch 
subdivision, he said.

Similar to the 500-acre tract, the 
350-acre property is expected to 
feature single-family large acreage 
ranch-type lots as well as some com-
mercial parcels, Halberdier said.

“We continue to push forward on 
growth and acquisitions in Magno-
lia,” Halberdier said. “We are now 
acquiring larger bulk acreage tracts 
as we foresee the growth heading 
that way and up and down the 
future Aggie Expressway.”

By the end of June the company 
plans to close on a 48-acre tract, 
which includes a portion of the 
Superior Business Park located along 
FM 1488 just west of the Lake Wind-
crest subdivision, Halberdier said. 

The property is expected to 
become a mixed-use development 
with an upgraded retail section in 
the front and flexible industrial 
space in the back, he said.

“We like to believe we’re on the 
front end of things, but the window 
is closing on finding what we con-
sider good deals on the periphery,” 
Halberdier said.”

Halberdier said the company is 
committed to creating opportunities 
to service the needs of Magnolia.  

BE SEEN!
Get your social media pics published 
in Community Impact Newspaper by 
taking part in our activities listed in our 
Woodlands Bucket List. Tag your photos 
on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook with 
#TheWoodlandsBucketList and you 
could be seen in a future edition.

Check out the list by visiting 
www.communityimpact.com/
thewoodlandsbucketlist/

Mobile-friendly, online-exclusive 
news communityimpact.com

Find us on Facebook
communityimpact.com/facebook

Follow us on Twitter:
@impactnews_wdl

Compiled by Julie Butterfield and Brian Walzel

                READER FEEDBACK
In response to Montgomery County  
Considers New Bond: 

“We desperately need a fiscally responsi-
ble bond TODAY!! The votes would 
overwhelmingly support a bond 
with short-term needed projects 

now. A countywide study then can be 
sought through [Houston-Galveston 
Area Council] so we can obtain matching 
funds.”     —Penny B.

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

Are you for or against the addition of bike 
lanes to The Woodlands?

 For

 Against

 For, but not if it cuts into road improvement dollars

 Against, but not if the road improvements are addressed first

 Unsure

  Take the poll at communityimpact.com/wdl-poll.

Look for the results here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

How would you vote if Montgomery County 
proposed a new road bond this November that 
did not include an extension of Woodlands 
Parkway?

For

  60.66% 

Against

  14.75% 

For, but not because of Woodlands Parkway 

  9.84% 
Against, but not because of Woodlands Parkway

   9.84%

Unsure

  4.91% 

Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected June 11, 2015-June 29, 2015.

The Woodlands Township has begun studying the possibility of 
implementing bike lanes throughout the community. The project 
is also designed to include ways to improve pedestrian and 
cycling connectivity throughout the township. 

 Go kayaking
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PrevuMove.com
281-205-7956

Prévu is the residential division of 
Move Resource Group, LLC

Upgrade Your Move Experience

Pre-move organization, Secure Trusted Mover & 
Manage the Move, Unpack & Organize

Relocation Concierge Services
A New Way to Move Your Life

Pre-move Organization, Secure a Trusted Mover, 
Manage the Move, Unpack & Organize
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a.m.-noon. Free. 7 Switchbud Place, 
The Woodlands. 281-298-1231  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

11 and 19 
Lake Woodlands excursion

The Riva Row Boat House hosts 
a guided tour via kayak of Lake 
Woodlands. Participants must register at 
least 48 hours ahead of class time. 10-
11:30 a.m. $40 (solo kayak), $55 (tandem 
kayak). Riva Row Boat House. 2101 Riva 
Row, The Woodlands. 281-210-3965. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov 

15 Networking breakfast 
The Woodlands Area Chamber 

of Commerce hosts a breakfast for 
members and prospective members 
July 15 at Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse 
& Wine Bar. 7 a.m. $10 (per member), 
$15 (per prospective member). 1201 
Lake Woodlands Drive, Ste. 305, The 
Woodlands. 281-367-5777.  
www.woodlandschamber.org

16 Kayaking classes
The Riva Row Boat House 

hosts a kayaking class for children 
ages 8-14. Students learn how to 
paddle, about kayak safety and go 

July

09 through Aug. 12
Sizzling Summer 

Concert Series
Market Street hosts its annual 
concert series every Thursday night 
beginning July 16 through Aug. 
20. Musical performers will include 
Danny Ray & Band, Joseph Vincelli, 
Kache’, Hamilton Loomis, Will Carter 
Band and Kyle Turner. Guests are 
invited to BYOB. 6:30-9 p.m. Free. 
Market Street Central Park, 9595 
Six Pines Drive, The Woodlands. 
281-419-4774. www.marketstreet-
thewoodlands.com

10 11, 12, 17, 18 and, 19 
Mary Poppins  

Class Act Productions performs a 
version of the Disney musical film at 
the Nancy Bock Center for Performing 
Arts at McCollough Junior High School. 
2:30 and 7:30 p.m. $15-$30 per person. 
Nancy Bock Center for Performing Arts. 
3800 S. Panther Creek Drive, Spring. 
281-292-6779. woodlandschamber.org

10 and August 7  
Alzheimer’s caregiver, 

spouse support group 
Caregivers and spouses of those with 
Alzheimer’s disease come together 
each month under the facilitator of 
Court Riddle at Autumn Leaves of The 
Woodlands. Attendees enjoy a light 
lunch and are given advice given on how 
to handle certain situations. Noon-1p.m. 
Free. Autumn Leaves, 1070 Montfair 
Blvd., The Woodlands. 713-828-4692. 
www.woodlandschamber.org

11 18 and 25 and Aug. 1 and 8 
Farmers market

The Grogan’s Mill Village Association 
holds its weekly farmers market 
every Saturday between July 11 and 
Aug. 8. The Woodlands Farmers 
Market at Grogan’s Mill is open year-
round and hosts nearly 50 vendors. 8 

CALENDAR

Best Food Truck Festival Ever 
Houston hosts the culinary event in the Purple Lot of NRG Park. 
The festival includes 18 food trucks allowing participants to sample 

everything from tacos to donuts, accompanied by a lineup of five music groups, 
including Colonial Blue and Mississippi Rail Company. Tickets cover all samples 
allowing for an all-you-can-eat buffet feel. 3-9 p.m. $45.50 (advance general 
admission), $82 (advance VIP admission), free (for children age 5 and younger). 
Purple Lot, One NRG Park, Houston. 832-667-1400. www.nrgpark.com
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18

Worth the TRIP

for a ride. An adult class, for students 
age 12 and older, follows at 6 p.m. 
Participants must register at least 
48 hours ahead of class time. 5-7:30 
p.m. $35 (per child), $40 (per adult). 
Riva Row Boat House. 2101 Riva 
Row, The Woodlands.281-210-3965.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov 

18 Dog excursion day
The Riva Row Boat House hosts 

a guided tour of Lake Woodlands for 
participants and their pets via kayak. 
A limited supply of dog life jackets are 
availble, so participants are encouraged 
to bring their own. Participants must 
register at least 48 hours ahead of class 
time. 9:30-11a.m. $40 (solo kayak), 
$55 (tandem kayak). Riva Row Boat 
House. 2101 Riva Row, The Woodlands.       
281-210-3965.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

18 Women’s divorce workshop
Women facing divorce are 

invited to attend a workshop presented 
by Denise French of Divorce Strategies 
Group LLC at Hyatt Place. The workshop 
helps participants make decisions 
legally, financially and emotionally 
throughout the divorce process. All 
attendees receive breakfast and lunch. 
8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. $99 (per person). 1909 
Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands. 
281-292-9555.  
www.woodlandschamber.org

19 Lake Woodlands Cleanup 
The Riva Row Boat House 

hosts a Lake Woodlands Cleanup day. 

SAVE
BIG
IN SPRING

Stop by our office 
for a free auto quote 
and see how much 

you could save.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are 
not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a 
registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance 
Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. 
Subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2014. © 2014 GEICO

713-224-3426 
1403 Spring Cypress Road

Spring, TX  
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Montgomery County Memorial 
Library. 2101 Lake Robbins Drive, The 
Woodlands. 936-442-7727.  
www.countylibrary.org

25 YMCA kids triathlon 
The South Montgomery 

County YMCA holds a triathlon for 
children ages 7-12. Participants 
ages 7-9 partake in a 50-meter 
swim, 1-mile bike and quarter-mile 
run while participants ages 10-12 
partake in a 100-meter swim, 2-mile 
bike and half-mile run. Participants 
must provide their own bikes and 
helmets must be in working order. 
Participants must register in advance. 
7:30-10 a.m. $30 (per participant).
South Montgomery County YMCA. 
8100 Ashlane Way, The Woodlands. 
281-367-9622.  
www.ymcahouston.org

Participants earn a free kayak rental 
for each full bag of trash collected. 
Registration prior to the event is 
encouraged, however participants can 
attend the event throughout the day. 
9 a.m.-7p.m. $15 (solo kayak), $20 
(tandem kayak). Riva Row Boat House. 
2101 Riva Row, The Woodlands.  
281-210-3965.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

22 Watch Talk Wednesday 
The Montgomery County 

sheriff’s office gives a presentation on 
travel safety. Officers from Montgomery 
County sheriff’s office district 6 crime 
prevention unit and officers from Harris 
County Precinct 4 are available to 
answer questions. Noon-1p.m. Free. The 
Woodlands Township, 2801 Technology 
Forest Blvd., The Woodlands.  
281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

23 VIP End of Summer  
Reading Party 

The south regional branch of the 
Montgomery County Memorial Library 
System hosts a party for tweens (ages 
9-12) who have completed the reading 
portion of the summer reading program. 
The party is sponsored by South 
Montgomery County Friends of the 
Library. Reading logs and registration 
are required upon entry. 1p.m. Free. 

Compiled by Hannah Zedaker

August

02 Cars and Coffee for a Cause 
The Woodlands Car Club 

holds its monthly event in support of 
the Conroe ISD Education Foundation. 
The foundation grants scholarships to 
graduating Conroe ISD students who 
wish to pursue a degree in education. 
9-11a.m. Free. Market Street, 9595 Six 
Pines Drive, The Woodlands.  
281-363-2977.  
www.marketstreet-thewoodlands.com 

08 Boots vs. Badges  
softball game  

In recognition of National Night Out, 
members of the Montgomery County 
sheriff’s office and the Woodlands Fire 
Department compete against each 
other in a softball game. All proceeds 
from the concession stand will benefit 
The Woodlands High School Baseball 
Booster Club. 6:30-8p.m. Free. 
McCullough Junior High School, 3800 
S. Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands. 
281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

08 The Woodlands Sole Expo 
Legends Sports Complex 

hosts an event that offers a variety of 
shoes and goods from local vendors. 

Attendees can buy food and drinks 
during the event, which features a silent 
auction, giveaways and kid-friendly 
activities. A portion of all proceeds 
benefit local charities, such as the 
Montgomery County Food Bank, the 
Montgomery County Humane Society 
and Conroe ISD. Participants receive 
$5 off admission for donating either five 
canned goods or five packages of school 
supplies. 1-6 p.m. $15 (presale), $20 (at 
the door) $10 (for children 10 years old 
and younger). Legends Sports Complex, 
602 Pruitt Road, The Woodlands.  
713-594-3165. www.woodlandssoul.com

Find more or submit  
The Woodlands events at  
communityimpact.com/wdl

To have The Woodlands events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Sponsored by
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texaschildrens.org/promise

To further advance pediatric 
care in The Woodlands.

28120WCIN-006-041715

The Promise campaign will suppor t construction of 
Texas Children’s Hospital The Woodlands — bringing 

a dedicated pediatric hospital to some of the 
fastest-growing communities in the nation.
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The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

2005 Lake Robbins Drive, 
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

July
 10  Tedeschi Trucks Band “Wheels  
   of Soul Tour” with Sharon Jones  
   and the Dap-Kings and Doyle  
   Bramhall II, 6:30 p.m. 
 11  Bud Light Weenie Roast with  
   Shinedown, Blue October, X  
   Ambassadors, Meg Myers and  
   more, 3 p.m. 
 17  The Avett Brothers with Old  
   Crow Medicine Show, 7:30 p.m. 
 18  Steely Dan with Elvis Costello &  
   The Imposters, 7:30 p.m. 
 21  Sublime with Rome with  
   Rebelution, Pepper and Mickey  
   Avalon, 6:35 p.m. 
 22  Kid Rock with Foreigner,  
   6:45 p.m. 
 24  Fall Out Boy and Wiz Khalifa,  
   7 p.m. 
 25  Chicago and Earth, Wind and  
   Fire, 7:30 p.m. 
 30  “Old Time Rock ‘N’ Roll” with  
   the Houston Symphony, 8 p.m. 

August
 01  Rockstar Energy Mayhem  
   Festival, 1 p.m. 
 08  5 Seconds of Summer with Hey  
   Violet, 7:30 p.m. 

Dosey Doe Music Café

463 FM 1488, Conroe 
936-271-2171
www.doseydoe.com

July
 09  Michael Player, 8:30 p.m. 
 10  Mike & the Moonpies with Cale  
   Tyson, 8:30 p.m. 

 15  Jenna McDaniel, 7:30 p.m. 
 16  Tyler & the Tribe, 8:30 p.m. 
 17  Gary P. Nunn, 8:30 p.m. 
 18  Shake Russell with Michael  
   Hearne & Mike Roberts,  
   8:30 p.m. 
 22  Rex Robards CD Release-”Real  
   Life, Real Music”, 8 p.m. 
 23  Stu Hamm, 8:30 p.m. 
 24  Seth Walker, 8:30 p.m. 
 25  Mark Jones, 8:30 p.m. 

LIVE MUSIC CALENDAR
Live music in and around The Woodlands Compiled by Hannah Zekeder

 29  Pat Ryan, 7:30 p.m. 
 30  Adam Fears, 8:30 p.m. 
 31  Seth James, 8:30 p.m. 

August
 01  Cody Jinks, 8:30 p.m. 
 05  Buffalo Ruckus, 7:30 p.m. 
 06  “The Best Songwriters I Know,”  
   with Grace Pettis, Mark Jones  
   and Aaron McDonnell, 8:30 p.m. 
 07  Uncle Lucius, 8:30; Stewart  
   Mann & Statesboro Revue CD  
   release, 7:30 p.m. 
 08  Blue Water Highway Band,  
   8:30 p.m. 
 09  Tom McKinney’s Showcase,  
   2:30 & 7 p.m. 
 12  Colton O’Neil 7:30 p.m. 

Dosey Doe Big Barn 

25911 I-45 N., The Woodlands 
281-367-3774
www.doseydoe.com

July
 09  Tab Benoit, 8:30 p.m. 
 10  Break of Reality, 8:30 p.m. 
 11  Billy Joe Shaver, 8:30 p.m. 

 18  Albert Lee & Cindy Cashdollar,  
   8:30 p.m. 
 19  The Blues Brothers Revue,  
   7:30 p.m. 
 23  Lee DeWyze, 8:30 p.m. 

 25  Euge Groove & Peter White,  
   8:30 p.m. 
 31  Crystal Bowersox, 8:30 p.m. 

August
 01  Marcia Ball, 8:30 p.m. 
 02  Phil Vassar, 7:30 p.m. 
 07  Lisa Fischer & Grand Baton,  
   8:30 p.m. 
 08  Joe Ely, 8:30 p.m. 

GenuWine Tasting Room

6503 FM 1488, Magnolia 
832-934-2675 
www.mygenuwine.com
All events begin at 7:30 p.m.

July
 09  Sheri Lavo 
 10  Artie V
 11  Summer Ashly
 15  Ron Joseph Corb 
 16  Darryl Richards 
 17  Girl Friday 
 18  The Flat Heads
 22  Damon 
 23  Morgan Taylor Wilson 
 24  Sean Harrold
 25  Mike Allen & Stephan Sullivan 
 29  Daniel Ennis

 30  Grant Harrison 
August 
 01  Lyssa Warren
 05  Josh Galvan
 06  Michael Player 
 07 Aaron McDonnell 
 08  Aubrie Lynn 

Idina Menzel
Tony- and Oscar-award-winning 
singer Idina Menzel, who was 

featured in Disney’s “Frozen” as Queen 
Elsa, performs at the Cynthia Woods 
Mitchell Pavilion. Menzel’s acclaimed song, 
“Let it Go,” won the Academy Award for 
Best Original Song in 2014. The “Frozen” 
soundtrack has sold more than 10 million 
copies worldwide. Menzel has been 
featured on more than a dozen albums 
and has released eight solo albums. 8 
p.m. $35-$155. Reserved seating only. 
The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion, 2005 
Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands. 281-
210-1105. www.woodlandscenter.org
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FEATURED Event

 11  Rodney Parker & 50 Peso  
   Reward, 8:30 p.m.
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 17  Asleep at the Wheel with Kyle 
   Hutton, 7:30 pm

C
o

ur
te

sy
 D

o
se

y 
D

o
e 

B
ig

 B
ar

n 

 31  Chase Gassaway
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www.woodlandscenter.org

Community IMPACT 2.1709  x 11.25”
jdollar@judestudios.com

Tickets can be purchased at The 
Pavilion Box Office, all Ticketmaster 
outlets, by calling 800-745-3000 or 
online at www.ticketmaster.com.
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IMPACT UPDATES

By Brian Walzel

By Julie Butterfield

Crisp
Popular Heights eatery 
opens in The Woodlands

Jordan’s Sweet Shoppe
Creekside Park candy store evokes memories
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General Manager Dave Dobbins helped open 
Crisp on April 17 on Research Forest Drive.

Jordan’s Sweet Shoppe opened 
in February in the Creekside Park 
Village Center. Greg Witkop owns the 
store with Jordan Blodgett, and said 
the community, including children 
and adults, has embraced the store. 

“We have candies from their 
youth,” he said. “Penny candy, candy 
bars—they remember saving up their 
money, running to the candy store, 
and now they can do the same thing 
with their kids.”

The candy store carries Big Hunk, 
Zero Bars, Valomilk and vin-
tage-wrapped Hershey Milk Chocolate 
Bars as well as specialty chocolates. 
In addition to candies, Jordan’s Sweet 
Shoppe has an ice cream bar and gift 
selections.

Witkop said the store welcomes 
requests from customers, which has 
led to a large line of Mexican and 
British candies. He said in the future, 
there will be gift-box options with 
various candy items and that the 
store will offer still more candy. 

When Crisp opened April 17 in 
the former location of Black Walnut 
Café on Research Forest Drive, the 
restaurant brought with it a reputa-
tion among local foodies for creative 
and quality menu items. 

Dave Dobbins, general manager 
and owner-operator of Crisp, said he 
and his business partners chose The 
Woodlands for its second location to 
offer area residents a new independent 
restaurant option.

“We thought The Woodlands was 
a great market for our concept,” 
Dobbins said. “We looked around and 
saw a lot of great restaurants, and a lot 
of chain restaurants. There were not a 
whole lot of independent restaurants 
operating in The Woodlands area. 
We thought people might be wanting 
something a little bit more of what we 
run down in the Heights.”

Crisp’s menu was created by chef 
Jared Estes and features American 
food with Italian flair, Dobbins said.

2520 Research Forest Drive,  
The Woodlands • 832-562-2520
www.crispwoodlands.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10 p.m., Fri. 
10 a.m.-midnight, Sat. 9 a.m.-midnight, 
Sun. 9 a.m.-10 p.m.
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Sales associate Fola Falegan fills up a treat 
bag from one of the candy store’s bulk bins. 

26400 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. A130, 
The Woodlands • 281-255-2006
www.facebook.com/pages/Jordans-
Sweet-Shoppe
Hours: Sun.-Thu. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Fri.-
Sat. 10 a.m.-10 p.m.

The restaurant has tweaked its 
menu selections to offer lower-priced 
happy hour items and new brunch 
selections, he said.

“We want a menu that is chef-
driven and unique with very different 
flavors to it,” Dobbins said. “[We 
want] menu items that would pair 
very well with our wines and beers.”

1330 LAKE ROBBINS DR. STE. 360 • THE WOODLANDS, TX 77380

(281) 364-9100 • WWW.MILLER-GREEN.COM

The Largest Independent Investment 
Advisor in The Woodlands

Education Funding
Estate Planning

Asset Management
Retirement Planning

We are here for your life’s transitions.

Helping Families Since 1983

Securities offered through Sanders Morris Harris Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC
Advisory Services offered through Sanders Morris Harris Inc. and/or Miller-Green Financial Services, Inc.

Per fi lings obtained from the SEC Investment Adviser Public Disclosure, Miller-Green Financial Services, Inc. is 
the largest registered investment advisor headquartered in Montgomery County, Texas, servicing “individuals.”
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By Abigail Loop

By Abigail Loop

Gardenmania
New nursery offers a wide  
variety of plants, trees

The Game Preserve
Arcade offers classic machines of the past
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Gardenmania nursery offers trees, plants, 
shrubs, flowers, soil and garden accessories. 

The owners of The Game Preserve 
said the arcade came about because 
they were tired of keeping their games 
and machines in their garages and 
decided everyone should have the 
opportunity to play classic games of 
the past. The result is a business they 
now call “Houston’s premier arcade 
experience.”

The business was launched two 
years ago in The Woodlands near I-45 
and Brookhaven Drive. The business 
relocated in March to 473 Sawdust 
Road in Spring and has seen a higher 
flow of customers then ever before, 
said Rusty Key, one of five owners of 
The Game Preserve.

The arcade features more than 115 
video, arcade and pinball games, with 
classic games such as Pac-Man, Centi-
pede and authentic pinball machines 
available. 

The 1980s is a theme for the busi-
ness, which Key said gives customers a 
feel for old-fashioned, family-oriented 
fun.

Since opening in March on FM 
2978 in Magnolia, Gardenmania’s 
product line, which consists of a large 
variety of plants, trees, mixed soils 
and fertilizers, continues to attract 
more customers to the new nursery.

Co-owner Oscar Munoz said he 
and business partner Carlo Merlo 
have seen growing momentum in 
customer interest since opening the 
nursery. Munoz said the businesses 
growth is due to the number of 
different plants it has specifically for 
the Texas environment, as well as the 
high quality of the plants.

“We simply love plants, and we 
focus on the quality of what we have,” 
Munoz said. “At the beginning [of 
the facility’s opening], with the rain, 
things were slow. But now business 
has been picking up with the beauti-
ful days. This is just a place people can 
enjoy walking through and buying 
something at the same time.”

Gardenmania is the only nursery 

27611 FM 2978 • Magnolia
832-521-3433
www.gardenmaniaus.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Fri.-
Sat 8 p.m.-6 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
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The Game Preserve offers classic arcade 
pinball games like the Twilight Zone.

473 Sawdust Road • Spring
281-353-5189
www.gamepreservehouston.com
Hours: Sun. 4 p.m.-10 p.m., Tue.-Thu. 4 
p.m.-10 p.m., Fri.-Sat. 4 p.m.-midnight

that Munoz and Merlo own, but 
Munoz said the two could potentially 
open another location in the future 
that will feature more products.

“Right now, instead of having a big 
property, we have a 3-acre property 
to focus more on our plants,” he said. 
“However we are thinking about 
growing [the business] in the future.”

Grand Opening!

32411 FM 2978, Suite A   Magnolia, TX   281-298-5200      
www.AnthologyLighting.com 

Join Anthology Lighting for their Grand Opening weekend celebration!  
Find the latest styles in chandeliers, wall sconces, kitchen and bath 
lighting, outdoor lighting, fans, lamps and home accents. We will get  

you the perfect look to fit your creative vision.

Announcing the Anthology Lighting

JuLy 31ST – AuGuST 1ST

A portion of the proceeds will be donated 
to help fund the mission of Habitat 

for Humanity of Montgomery County.

PACN is a faith-based medical clinic that empowers and 
educates about pregnancy and sexual health concerns. 

Services are o� ered at no cost and are confi dential. 

Spring/Woodlands: 
281-367-1518 | 26464 I-45 N | Spring, TX | 77386

Conroe: 
936-441-7755 | 115 N. San Jacinto | Conroe, TX | 77301

WWW.PACNCOMMUNITY.ORG

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
• Working one-on-one with clients: 

advocacy consultants, class 
facilitators, receptionists

• Behind-the-scenes work, 
sonographers, nurse practioners 

and physician assistants
• Ultrasound services, STD 

screening, Well-woman exams 
(physicians and nurses only)

• Counselor-in-training program 
for students pursuing Masters-level 

certifi cation in Counseling

Our next Volunteer Training 
Seminar begins 

MAY 26
 REGISTER TODAY!

936-221-3386 • www.aquahelp.net

PRESSURE WASHING
$99 (500 sq. ft)

WINDOW CLEANING
$99 (up to 20 windows)

GUTTER CLEANING
$99 (200 ft.)

Already have a
pool service?

AQUA HELP WILL 
BEAT THEIR PRICE 

by 10%!
*RESTRICTIONS APPLY.  

CALL FOR DETAILS.

POOL SERVICE

Carraway Ln.

Standard Rd.

Sawdust Rd.

Growgan’s 
Mill Rd.
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T o create a Tuxedo Mocha, the 
baristas at Dosey Doe drizzle 
white and dark chocolate on 

the inside of a coffee mug, then pour 
two shots of hot espresso over the lay-
ers of chocolate. Steamed milk goes 
in next, and the drink is topped with 
more chocolate. 

Server Josh McCormack said 
although mochas are very popular at 
the coffee shop and diner, the Tuxedo 
Mocha is one of the most requested.

“The Tuxedo Mocha in general is 
one of the more popular ways to get 
a mocha,” he said. “The chocolates 
combined give people a flavor that 
they’re looking for.” 

Dosey Doe, which offers a full 
breakfast and lunch menu, prepares 
some of its bakery items, such as 
empanadas and scones, on-site. The 
double chocolate muffin comple-
ments the Tuxedo Mocha as well as 
the other mochas, McCormack said. 

One of the perks of dining at Dosey 
Doe is that the restaurant caters to 

T he Guenoc brand of caber-
net sauvignon, The Cheese 
Course’s house wine, is offered 

at a price of $3 a glass each evening 
until closing throughout the summer. 

“We call it Siply Summer,” store 
supervisor Debrisha Wilfred said.

The house cabernet sauvignon 
from California pairs well with a 
cheese sold at The Cheese Course 
called manchego, Wilfred said.

“The sharp and nuttiness of the 
cheese pairs well with the full body of 
the cabernet,” she said. 

In addition to the cabernet sau-
vignon, the house wines include a 
sauvignon blanc, pinot grigio, char-
donnay and merlot. 

“People come in and ask which 
ones we have by the glass, and these 
are the ones,” Wilfred said.

The Cheese Course’s location in The 
Woodlands Town Center across from 
the Tinseltown movie theater creates 
pre- and post-movie customer traffic, 
she said. 

Tuxedo Mocha
Dosey Doe

Guenoc cabernet sauvignon
The Cheese Course

DRINKS

Dosey Doe

The Cheese Course

Research Forest Dr. 
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8021 Research Forest Drive,  
The Woodlands • 281-465-8411
www.doseydoe.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-3 p.m.,  
Sat.-Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

1501 Lake Robbins Drive, Ste. 110, 
The Woodlands • 832-246-8884
www.thecheesecourse.com
Hours: Mon.-Wed. 7 a.m.-9 p.m.,  
Thu.-Fri. 7 a.m.-10 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-
10 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

A Tuxedo Mocha ($3.75) can be made with 
whole, soy or skim milk. It can also be iced.

The house cabernet sauvignon is offered by 
the glass ($3) and by the bottle ($9). 
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By Julie Butterfield By Julie Butterfield 

“It’s a come-drink-and-have-fun 
place,” Wilfred said. “A lot of people 
come in before and after a movie just 
to nibble.” 

customers’ individual requests.
“A lot of our customers work off 

the menu,” McCormack said. “The 
great thing about a local coffee shop 
is that you can do a lot of drinks 
that are custom and make whatever 
guests ask for.”
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BURGERSBURGERS
The Woodlands has a multitude of hamburger eateries to satisfy cravings of all types. This guide features a sampling of some of the 
best burgers in the area, including a vegetarian offering for the health conscious. From jalapenos to fried eggs, Woodlands-area burger 
stops offer a variety of toppings, flavors and styles.

JAX’s most requested burger is the 
Baja burger. It comes with center-
cut crispy bacon, American cheddar 
cheese, mayonnaise, mustard, lettuce, 
tomato, onion and jalapenos, which 
are grilled for a smoked, spicy flavor. 
The burger features black Angus 
chuck. The jalapenos are grilled for 
a smoky and spicy flavor. Jax will 
substitute grilled chicken if desired.

The Doerr Stopper at 3B’s burgers is 
a burger that consists of a half-pound 
beef patty, American Swiss cheese, 
crispy bacon, grilled mushrooms, a 
fried egg, an onion ring and diced 
avocado. All patties are handmade and 
the egg is cooked overeasy and inside 
the onion ring. The mushrooms are 
grilled on the stove and the burger is 
seasoned with salt and pepper.

The Bubba Burger at Compadre’s 
Texas Cafe is a hand-pressed, 1 1/2 
pound burger, seasoned with salt and 
pepper and partly grilled on a flattop, 
then cooked in a smoker for added 
flavor. The burger is topped with 
mayonnaise, mustard, diced onion, 
pickles, tomato, lettuce and cheese. It 
comes with french fries, tots or onion 
rings. 

The BurgerFi Cheeseburger features 
tow natural Angus patties with 
lettuce, tomato, cheese and a special 
homemade sauce that is made at 
the restaurant. The patties are made 
on a flattop grill and then placed on 
potato buns. BugerFi does not use 
microwaves, freezers or heatlamps 
in its restaurants when creating its 
hamburgers.

The veggie nut burger is made with 
vegetables that are sauteed into a 
patty with potatoes, hemp protein, 
almonds, corn, bread crumbs and 
organic hummus. The patties are then 
pan fried in canola oil. The burger 
can be topped with mixed greens, 
tomato, pickles, onion and a choice 
of cheeses. The veggie nut burger is 
served on a whole wheat bun.  

The Lockhart Legend marries 
Applewood smoked bacon and 
cheddar cheese with a homemade 
Dr. Pepper BBQ sauce. The burger is 
seved medium-well and topped off 
with two hand-battered onion rings 
and sliced dill pickles. Patrons can add 
a fried egg to the mix for an additional 
dollar. 

Compadre’s Texas CafeCompadre’s Texas Cafe

3B’s Burgers 3B’s Burgers 

Burger FiBurger Fi

Grub Burger Bar Grub Burger Bar Ruggle’s GreenRuggle’s Green

JAXJAX

3091 College Park Drive,  
The Woodlands,  
936-207-4999 
www.jaxburgers.com

466 Rayford Road, Ste. 107,  
Spring 
281-419-3553 
www.3-bs.com

26797 Hanna Road, Ste. 1, 
Oak Ridge North 
281-292-0333 
www.compadrestexascafe.com

1501 Lake Robbins Drive,  
The Woodlands 
713-389-5823 
www.burgerfi.com

2501 Research Forest Drive,  
The Woodlands 
281-292-4515 
www.rugglesgreen.com

2417 Research Forest Drive,  
The Woodlands 
281-907-9001 
www.grubburgerbar.com

$8.50 $9.99

$8.99$6.97

$9.19 $8.75

By Julie Butterfield, Chantel Green 
and Abigail Loop
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For more information please 

call 281-681-0400 or visit 

us at GracepointHomes.com

WE BUILDcommunity

At Gracepoint Homes, we believe the foundation of an exceptional home rests not merely on its concrete footprint, but in the  

vitality of the community surrounding it. It is our foremost goal that Gracepoint homeowners have ample opportunity to find  

both the community tailored to them and a quality home that will be perfect for years to come.

We choose premier locations throughout the Houston-area that provide the perfect compliment to our array of  architectural styles. 

From Southern traditional estates nestled in the forest, to luxurious lakeside Mediterranean villas  with scenic golf course views, you can 

expect to find a lifestyle that is as distinctive as you are. At Gracepoint Homes,  we don’t just build homes, we build communities.
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61. LAKESIDE COVE 
 From the $670s

2. MARION 
 From the $650s

3. LILY 
 From the $620s

4. GRAND MARION 
 From the $600s

5. STILLWATER
 From the $450s
 Info Center Now Open

6. WRIGHT’S LANDING 
 From the $260s

7. MADELINE 
 From the $440s

8. REBEKAH 
 From the $700s

9. THE POINT

     at IMPERIAL  
 From the $630s

Visit one of Gracepoint’s beautiful Houston-area 
master-planned communities today!

Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. 7/15

OVER 25 HOMES READY FOR MOVE-IN!
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Datren Williams places a 
high importance on integrity 
when making decisions in 
his role as a trustee on the 
Conroe ISD board.

“If I think a decision is in 
the best interest of the kids 
first, administration second 
and taxpayers third, I’m fine 
with [my opinion] being 
unpopular,” Williams said.

After attending Louisiana 
State University, where he 
played on the Tigers football 
team and earned both a bach-
elor’s and master’s Williams 
and his wife, Maya, moved to 
The Woodlands.

“We’ve been here all of my 
post-collegiate life, so this is 
home,” Williams said. 

Williams spends his days 
as the director of corporate 
finance with EZE Trucking 
Holdings Inc. but is also 

involved with the community. 
He serves as the second 

vice president on the Conroe 
ISD board of trustees and as a 
board member of the Mont-
gomery County Women’s 
Center.

“He puts his heart and soul 
into everything he does,” said 
Jim Cox, former chairman 
of the Montgomery County 
Women’s Center board of 
directors. In addition Wil-
liams coaches youth football 
and stays active in the lives of 
his three sons.

“I figured if I was going 
to be out there at practice 
anyway, I might as well get 
involved,” Williams said.

When former CISD Super-
intendent Gerald Irons asked 
Williams to take his place 
on the CISD board, it was a 
decision Williams weighed 

heavily. 
“It took me a long time 

to decide if [serving on the 
CISD board] was something I 
wanted to do because I knew 
how much commitment it 
would involve,” Williams 
said. 

Once Williams commited 
to serve, he gave the effort his 
full attention, Cox said.

“[Williams] is very involved 
in whatever he does, and he 
gives everything 100 percent 
effort,” he said.

Williams said Cox was 
influential in his decision 
to serve on the board of the 
Montgomery County Wom-
en’s Center, and is the reason 
why he and Maya attend 
many ceremonies honoring 
the women who benefit from 
the facility.

“I watched how [Williams] 

Datren Williams
Conroe ISD trustee takes all-in approach to serving

PEOPLE

By Chantel Green

Datren Williams serves on the board of trustees for Conroe ISD, as well as on 
the Montgomery County Women’s Center Board of Directors.
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immersed himself into the 
Conroe ISD school board, 
and I knew he’d be great on 
the board at the Montgomery 
County Women’s Center,” 
Cox said.

Williams said he faced the 
challenge of serving on the 
CISD board by visiting the 

district’s schools, Cox said.
Getting re-elected to the 

board also has no effect on 
the decisions he makes as a 
trustee, he said.

“All means all, and all kids 
deserve the same level of 
education in this district,” 
Williams said.

JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST
Receive a complimentary Lavazza coffee beverage 

with any breakfast purchase or complimentary 
Mimosa with any brunch purchase. Located at the 

Waterway in The Woodlands.

Show this coupon to redeem. Offer available only until December 31, 2015. 

Business Coverage: 
General Liability
Property
Worker’s Compensation
Business Auto/Fleet
Professional Liability
Bonds
Directors & Offi cers Liability
Employee Benefi ts 
Personal Insurance
Auto • Home • Boat • RV

WE OFFER: ISU MAINSTREET  - ONE OF THE LARGEST 
INSURANCE BROKERS IN THE UNITED 

STATES HAS ACCESS TO OVER 450 HIGHLY 
RATED INSURANCE COMPANIES  - FINDING 

OUR CLIENTS THE BEST COVERAGES AT 
THE LOWEST COST.THE LOWEST COST.THE LOWEST COST.

LEARN MORE BY VISITING US ONLINE AT WWW.MSIG.NET
FULL SERVICE INSURANCE CENTER 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT US AT 936-448-6744 

crossfittowncenter.com

free week
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J ennifer Call welcomed 
her son, Caiden Call, 
into the world on Jan-

uary 31, 2010 under circum-
stances many mothers fear—
Caiden was premature and 
needed to be transported to 
a hospital 60 miles from her 
home in Ventura, California. 

The doctors told Jennifer 
not to get too attached to her 
newborn son—they said he 
very possibly could not survive 
long after birth. 

Caiden was flown to the 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
at the Ronald Reagan UCLA 
Medical Center in Los Angeles, 
and Jennifer and her parents, 
Eddie and Terry Call, drove the 
60 miles to be by his side.

With a child in such critical 
condition, Caiden’s family 
refused to leave Los Angeles 
and drive to their home each 

night. The family was able to 
stay at a nearby hotel owned 
by the hospital for three days, 
but the accommodations came 
with a hefty price tag. 

Meanwhile, 1,600 miles 
away in The Woodlands, 
Wayne and Sharleen Keller 
were at home hoping for the 
best for the grandson of their 
close friends, Eddie and Terry.

“It was what they went 
through that gave us the idea for 
Caiden’s Hope,” Wayne said.

While the most important 
issue at hand was Caiden’s 
health, there was still the ques-
tion of how the Call family 
could stay as close to him as 
possible, Wayne said.

The family was suffering 
financially, and the Keller’s 
realized they were likely not 
the only family to experience 
this stress in a time of such 

desperation, he said.
When Caiden was released 

from the hospital, Eddie, 
Terry, Wayne and Sharleen 
got to work to form a charity 
in his namesake. Caiden’s 
Hope was formed in 2010. 

“Since [our start], we’ve 
helped 230 families in 26 
states,” Wayne said. 

The organization works to 
make a potentially difficult 
situation for families a bit 
easier by ensuring they can 
stay nearby a child in the 
NICU by providing them with 
hotel rooms and assisting with 
transportation costs through 
gas cards, Wayne said.

“We’re like the little bridge 
between when the baby is 
admitted to the hospital 
and the time the family is 
able to apply for and receive 
any government funding or 

Caiden’s Hope
Charity provides help for families of NICU babies

NONPROFIT

Caiden’s Hope

PO Box 8472, The Woodlands
713-444-3412
www.caidenshope.org

Caiden’s Hope was created after Caiden Call was born premature and was 
isolated to a neonatal intensive care unit.
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By Chantel Green

More hope
• According to the National 

Center for Health Statistics, 
11.4 percent of babies in 
the United States are born 
preterm, while 8 percent are 
born at a low birth weight.

• All funding for Caiden’s 
Hope is earned through 
donations from individuals 
or corporations.

• Build-A-Bear and Enter-
prise Rent-a-Car have both 
assisted with funding for 
Caiden’s Hope.

• Caiden Call is now a healthy 
5-year-old boy.

assistance,” Wayne said.
The organization strives to 

one day have enough funding 
to assist any family’s needs, at 
any time, according to the four 
founders of Caiden’s Hope.

“We want to help as many 
families as we possibly can in 
all 50 states, and we’re halfway 
there,” Wayne said.

kitchen + bar

We’re kneading something 
new in Creekside Village. 

Follow your nose to a great new job.
The aroma of our freshly baked bread, 
housemade charcuterie, artisan fresh pasta, 
and wood-grilled, dry-aged beef at the 
new Fielding’s Local Kitchen + Bar in The 
Woodlands is amazing. And so are the job 
opportunities at this exciting new concept 
from the creators of Fielding’s Wood Grill. 

Looking for great people to join us!

FROM THE TEAM 
THAT BROUGHT YOU

FIELDING’S WOOD GRILL

Apply in person at 26400 Kuykendahl Rd., Creekside Village Center, The Woodlands

Now Hiring For All Positions
Management / leadership, Servers, 

Bartenders, Baristas, Food Runners, 
Expos, Hosts, Sous Chefs, 

Cooks, and Bakers. 

Apply in person, 
online at Fieldings.com/careers, 

or send your résumé
to mark@fi eldings.com

MONTGOMERY SUMMIT
   BUSINESS PARK

Partnership. Performance.

Kent Willis, Senior Associate 
713.993.7150 
kent.willis@avisonyoung.com

Wade B. Nelson 
713.907.3482 
wade@nelsoncompanyllc.com

   OFFICE SUITES FOR LEASE

ABOUT THIS PROPERTY

• Master Planned Business Park

• Eight (8) buildings 

 - 6,000 SF each

• Each building divisible to            

4 x 1,500 SF suites

• Price: $18.00 PSF per year NNN

The Montgomery Summit Business Park is located on FM 1097 just north of downtown 
Montgomery, Texas.  This gives business owners and employees the opportunity 
to work in a space conveniently located minutes from downtown Montgomery, 25 
minutes from Conroe, and only 35 minutes from the Woodlands area. Summit Universal 
recently broke ground on the 96 acre project and now has Phase 1 Section 1 completed 
and open for leasing.

Each suite consists of: 
• (3) private offi ces, kitchen, conference   
    room and restroom; warehouse with restroom

• 1,500 SF of executive offi ce available

• 6,000 SF offi ces, divisible by 4 suites

• 9,600 SF offi ce/warehouse, divisible by 4 suites

   • 1,200 SF of offi ce

   • 1,200 SF of warehouse

• 480 V / 3 PH and natural gas

Kent Willis, Senior Associate
713.993.7150
kent.willis@avisonyoung.com

Wade B. Nelson
713.907.3482
wade@nelsoncompanyllc.com

936-701-1977 | www.montgomerysummitbusinesspark.com936-701-1977 | www.montgomerysummitbusinesspark.com



Flooding and storm safety 
INSIDE INFORMATION

Compiled by Marie Leonard 

Sources: Harris County Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, Harris County Flood Control District/Community Impact Newspaper

Record-setting rain and heavy flooding have caused enough damage in 
Montgomery County to prompt Montgomery County Judge Craig Doyal to 
solicit federal and state aid disaster relief assistance from the governor. 
Flooding is not a rare occurrence in The Woodlands area, which is prone to 
hurricanes and severe storms.

FLOOD SA FETY
• Wildlife, such as alligators, snakes and rodents, are displaced 

during floods and may be present in flood waters.

• High water covering roadways may hide washed-out bridges or gouged-out roadbeds. 

• Do not attempt to cross flooded roads or streams on foot. It only takes six inches of water to 
knock an adult off his feet.

• Never allow children to play near ditches or storm drains following a flood.

• During stormy weather, do not camp or park vehicles along streams. 

• Be cautious at night when it is harder to see flood dangers. 

MYTH fact?vs.  
Tornadoes kill more 
people each year 
than any other severe 
weather event.

Generally, more 
deaths in the U.S. 
occur due to flooding 
than from any other 
severe weather- 
related hazard.

Flash floods only 
occur along flowing 
streams.

Flash floods can 
occur in dry creeks 
and urban areas 
where no streams are 
present.

Homeowners 
insurance covers 
flooding events.

Many homeowners 
do not find out until 
it is too late that their 
policies do not cover 
flooding. 

Larger vehicles, such 
as SUVs or pickup 
trucks, are safe to 
drive through flood 
waters.

Two feet of flowing 
water can carry 
away most vehicles, 
including SUVs and 
pickups. 

Source: National Weather Service/Community Impact Newspaper

If the power goes out for more than several hours, refrigerated food might spoil. The following 
items are safe after the power comes on if they are kept for two hours at 40 degrees or below.

To eat or not to eat?

Hard cheeses

Breakfast 
foods

Cakes, 
Fruit pies

Fresh herbs 
and spices

Butter or 
margarine

Jelly, sauces, 
condiments

Opened  
fruit juices

Opened 
vinegar based 

dressings

After the power comes 
back on, the following 
items should be 
discarded: Meat, poultry, 

seafood
Eggs and egg 

products
Milk and other 
dairy products

Soft cheeses, 
shredded cheese

HOW TO BUY 
I N S U RA NC E

Homeowners and renters insurance does 
not include flood insurance, and The 
Woodlands is not eligible for National Flood 
Insurance, as it is not a city or county.

Residents of the Woodlands are eligible to 
participate as county residents, though. 
Montgomery and Harris County participate 
in the National Flood Insurance Program. 

For a list of communities eligible, visit 
http://www.fema.gov/cis/TX.html. 

Woodlands residents in Harris County can 
find additional incentives here at http://
www.fema.gov/.

Meadowsweet Dr.         Butera Rd.

                   Nichols Saw
m

ill  Rd.

COME HOME TO 

MagnoliaRanch Estates
1/2 ACRE LOTS

Inway Oaks Estates

Homes from 2,000 sq. ft. to 4,000 sq. ft. 
From the $200’s to high $400’s

For More Information
281-757-9946 281-330-2096

Infi nity Classic 
Homes is dedicated 
to providing top 
quality, energy-effi 
cient homes for the 
best value.

Dovershire

Gosling Rd.
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T he Woodlands Town-
ship has partnered 
with the Montgomery 

County Master Gardener 
Association and The Wood-
lands Joint Powers Agency 
to bring awareness of water 
conservation efforts and tech-
niques through a free class.

The township’s water 
conservation class, which 
focuses mainly on teaching 
participants drip irrigation 
and rainwater harvesting 
techniques, began last year 
and saw success from the 
number of people who partic-
ipated, according to township 

officials.
Lynne Aldrich, manager 

of township environmental 
services, said although the 
classes were held at separate 
times last year, this year the 
township created three simi-
lar classes, which are offered 
betwen May and July. 

“[The program] was 

adapted for the summer 
drought period,” Aldrich 
said. “After last year trying 
these irrigation and harvest-
ing classes out, we decided 
to continue. People were 
becoming more aware of the 
need for water conservation, 
and they wanted to do it.”

According to the township, 
the classes accept about 20 
participants each and are 
held at the Parks and Recre-
ation department. Aldrich 
said although May and June 
classes filled up quickly, 
residents can sign up for the 
third class, which is sched-
uled for July 25.

Aldrich said the need for 
water conservation is still 
strong in The Woodlands 
with the upcoming sum-
mer months, even with the 
record-setting amount of 
rain the area has received 
throughout the spring and 
early summer. 

“Although we have had 
flooding and there has been 
a lot of rain, conserving 
water is still a thing to be 
aware of here because it’s a 
long-term issue,” she said. “I 
would like to know that my 
grandkids will have water. 
It can be hard for people to 
look ahead. These classes give 
people an opportunity to 
learn how conserving water 
can make a difference.”

The classes are led by two 

instructors from the Mont-
gomery County Master 
Gardener Association. Jim 
Bundscho is an irrigation 
specialist and Mike Mendeck 
is a harvesting specialist who 
teaches participants how to 
build their own rain barrels 
to harvest rainwater.

Bundscho said he has 
noticed that people who have 
attended the class develop a 
personal connection to the 
amount of water they use in 
their yards and are now more 
interested in learning the 
techniques to better distribute 
their water uses.

“The rainwater harvesting 
component is] tailored spe-
cifically toward the home-
owner’s system,” Bundscho 
said. “The emphasis on drip 
irrigation, which is convert-
ing landscape beds from 
spraying water to dripping 
instead, shows the benefits of 
water conservation.”

Bundscho also agreed with 
Aldrich that these types of 
classes are still relevant in 
The Woodlands, even with 
the recent rainfall.

“If you think of the soil 
here, it could rain and then 
seven days later it is bone dry 
again,” he said. “Also, in the 
summer about 50 percent of 
water usage is used for irriga-
tion. That’s making a differ-
ence as well on the amount of 
water we’re using up.”

Water conservation class
Woodlands Township program offers residents tips

ENVIRONMENT

Irrigation and Rainwater Harvesting class

Research Forest Dr. 

M
ill
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r. 

Next meeting: July 25
The Woodlands Township,  
8203 Millennium Forest Drive
9 a.m.-noon
281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

By Abigail Loop

Sprinkler systems have high rates of evaporation; drip 
systems do not.

Studies have shown that drip irrigation can save up to 50 
percent of water that would otherwise be wasted through 
conventional sprinkler irrigation.

Drip systems bring water directly to the roots of the 
plants.

Drip systems are easy to install and maintain.

warning

$50 fine

$100 fine

$200 fine

Drip irrigation benefits

The Woodlands irrigation schedule

Source:  Woodlands Joint Powers Agency

Source:  Woodlands Joint Powers Agacny

The Odd/Even Defined Irrigation Plan is in force in The 
Woodlands and limits watering to two nights per week to 
help forestall a pending water crisis in the township and 
help conserve water. Notices and surcharges are also in 
place if residents are in violation of the schedule.

Odd addresses Even addresses
Watering allowed  

8 p.m. Fri.-6 a.m. Sat.
Watering allowed  

8 p.m. Sat.- 6 a.m. Sun.,  
8 p.m. Wed.-6 a.m. Thu.

Violation notice and fines

1st   

2nd     

3rd  

4th    

notice

notice

notice

notice

Never Pay Dealer 
Retail Again!

•	Our	technicians	are	
Lexus	factory-trained	
and	have	many	decades	
of	combined	exclusive	
Lexus	service	experience

•	Angie’s	List	2012,	2013	
&	2014	“Super	Service	
Award”	recipient	

•	Winner	for	6	consecutive	
years	BBB	“Award	for	
Excellence	–	Winner	of	
Distinction”	(2010-2015)

NOW IN THE	
WOODLANDS
24935 I-45 North
Exclusive, Expert, Independent Lexus Service – Value Priced

Award-Winning Service

(inbound to Houston) • Next to Discount Tires • The Woodlands, TX 77380
Open Monday - Friday
7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

LEXUS OWNERS!OUR 

NEWEST 

LOCATION 

NOW
OPEN!

Your Search For Excellence Ends Here!SM

 FREE Loaner car for service/maintenance 
taking 75 minutes or longer

 Save up to 25% over dealership retail prices*
 Every 3rd oil change free! (including synthetic)
 Beautiful & Comfortable waiting area/Media 

Room with Free Wi-Fi 
* depending on service operation or repair being performed

$50 GIFT CERTIFICATE
Must be used for 30K, 60K or 90K mile 
service. Not valid with any other offer. THIs 
COUPON MUsT be PreseNTeD aT servICe 
WrITe-UP. Limit one coupon per customer. The 

Woodlands location only. expires 8-14-2015
“Lexus” is a registered trademark of the Toyota Motor Corporation

281-292-1200
Visit us at www.ClearChoiceTexas.com

“Although we have 
had flooding and 
there has been a lot 
of rain, conserving 
water is still a thing 
to be aware of here 
because it’s a long-
term issue”

—Lynne Aldrich, The Woodlands 
Township environmental services 
manager
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TEXAS ANIMAL SOCIETY
Rescue • Educate • Adopt 



The Woodlands Edition • July 2015 67

                    Cutten Rd.

   
   

   
    H

ar
gr

av
e 

Rd
.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

M
at

t 
S

te
p

he
ns

/C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
Im

p
ac

t 
N

ew
sp

ap
er

A massive collection of 
historical artifacts 
and theological infor-

mation the Lanier Theological 
Library houses treasures that 
biblical scholars, theologians 
and even the public can enjoy. 

The brainchild of local 
attorney Mark Lanier, the 
library and its 85,000 cata-
logued volumes are open to 
the public free of charge. . 

In addition to the seem-
ingly endless rows of books, 
the library houses a number 
of historical pieces, including 
original works by C.S. Lewis, 
fragments of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, a first edition King 
James Bible, ancient coins and 
archaeological ceramic pieces. 

“There is nothing like it in 
terms of quantity and quality 

in [southeast] Texas,” Library 
Director Charles Mickey said.  

Although it is not a circula-
tion library and books cannot 
be checked out by the public, 
scanners are provided for 
patrons to scan the pages of the 
many volumes on the shelves. 

The library continues to 
amass resources by purchas-
ing the collections of famous 
scholars, such as Florentino 
Garcia-Martinez, a Dead Sea 
Scrolls expert. 

“I built the library that 
had books I wanted in it,” 
said Lanier, who also sought 
to feature rare items from 
around the world.

An original Dead Sea 
Scrolls fragment displaying 
ancient Hebrew can be viewed 
inside a display case at the 

library. Patrons can also view 
a facsimile of a Dead Sea 
Scroll dating back to 200 B.C. 

“It is one of the most 
thrilling parts of the library,” 
Lanier said. 

Library staff members 
and volunteers lead daily 
afternoon tours lasting from 
half an hour to an hour. In 
addition, the library conducts 
six public lectures annually 
during the academic school 
year and has played host to 
celebrated speakers, such as 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice  
Antonin Scalia and professors 
from top universities. 

“We wanted to put together 
a library that would be a 
world-class library that would 
draw scholars all around the 
world to use,” Lanier said. 

Mickey said the public will 
also appreciate the facility’s 
aesthetics. 

“The beauty of this place is 
unrivaled,” he said. “It’s like a 
little slice of England.”

Lanier, founder of the 
Lanier Law Firm and a pastor, 
followed his passion for 
theology to build the library 
in 2010. Prior to constructing 
the building, Lanier said he 
traveled to Oxford University 
in Oxford, England to visit 
his son, a philosophy gradu-
ate student, and asked him to 
show him around campus. 

In a single day, the Spring 
attorney took measurements 
of some of Oxford’s famous 
libraries. Lanier designed 
a mash-up of his favorite 

libraries as an architectural 
template on the airplane ride 
back to the U.S.

Lanier and his crew spent 
six months laying down the 
foundation and constructing 
the facility to his specifica-
tions using salvaged materials 
he purchased himself from 
other buildings. 

Without the help of an archi-
tect or an engineer, the library 
opened in October 2010. 

ENTERTAINMENT

14130 Hargrave Road, Houston
281-477-8400
www.laniertheologicallibrary.org
Hours: Mon., Wed.-Fri. 9 a.m.-  
5 p.m., Tue. 9 a.m.-9 p.m.

 Sept. 12
Lynn Cohick, professor of New Testament at Wheaton College, presents “We are the Circumcision:” 
Philippians 3 and the Christian Life at 7 p.m. 

 Oct. 30 
Peter Williams, affiliated lecturer at Cambridge University and warden of the university’s Christian-based 
Tyndale House, presents “Does the Bible Support Slavery?” at 7 p.m.  

 Feb. 6 
Michael Bird, professor of Theology at Ridley College, presents “An Invasive Story: Paul’s Theology 
between Messianic Event and Salvation-History” at 7 p.m. 

The Lanier Theological Library Upcoming lectures

Lanier Theological Library 
Historical pieces, lectures open to the public
By Ariel Carmona Jr. 

The Lanier Theological Library’s 85,000 catalogued volumes and many historical artifacts are open to the public. 

Local attorney Mark Lanier built the Lanier Theological Library in 2010. 

The library showcases many first editions and works of author C.S. Lewis. 

249

1960

• Ancient languages 
• Biblical studies and  

church history
• Classics
• Egyptology
• Theology

         Research areas
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Hours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 P.MHours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 Hours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 Hours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 

127 Sawdust Road Suite A
Spring, Texas 77380

281-292-1133

1351 W. Davis Street
Conroe, Texas 77304

936-539-2050

Order Online at KolacheFactortyToGo.com

Buy 1 dozen, get the 
second dozen 1/2 OFF! 

Equal or lesser value
Excludes specialty items such as Croissants or Polish Varieties. One 
coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied. Cannot be 

combined with any other off er. Not valid for online ordering.
 Off er expires 8/12/15. 

Original Coupon valid only, copies not accepted.

Buy 3 GET 3 FREE!
Equal or lesser value

Excludes specialty items such as Croissants or Polish Varieties. One 
coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied. Cannot be 

combined with any other off er. Not valid for online ordering.
  Off er expires 8/12/15. 

Original Coupon valid only, copies not accepted.

(or)
FREE  

EXAM  
Includes consultation,  

exam & necessary x-rays  
A savings of $199.

Good for 30 days.

FREE TEETH  
WHITENING  

After paid cleaning, exam  
& x-rays at normal fee 
A savings of $399.

Good for 30 days.

8 Lumineers 
for $6,295!

Regular cash price is $11,995.
Available to the first 7 patients who

contact us from this ad.
Good for 30 days.
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Waterway 
Square
Recreational space offers 
splash pad, live music

CLOSE-UP

By Julie Butterfield

Lake Robbins Dr. 
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Waterway Square is a one-acre public 
gathering place that offers visitors 
a spot to cool off under shade trees, 

people-watch on benches and walk barefoot on 
the splash pad.

One of the features of the splash pad is a 
bronze sculpture on a nearby bench that resem-
bles a large handbag with items spilling from it, 
such as a cellphone and a set of keys. Alex Sutton, 
co-president of The Woodlands Development 
Company, said sometimes when he is visiting the 
square, people point out the bag to him, thinking 
someone accidentally left it behind.

“I can’t tell you how many times I’ve been 
stopped and been told, ‘Sir, do you know there’s a 
purse over there,’” he said.

A colorful water fountain with a backdrop of a 
waterfall wall is illuminated, casting a rainbow of 
lights around Waterway Square. 

“[The water fountain has] been a real hit,” 
Sutton said. “It’s choreographed every 15 minutes 
and plays music to the water and to the lights.”

A newly built stage at Waterway Square began 
hosting the Live at Night free music perfor-
mances in May that occur every Saturday in the 
summer.

“Our plan for Waterway Square was for people 
to gather and be entertained,” Sutton said. “It’s 
really fun to sit at one of the restaurants, like 
Nick’s Fish Dive & Oyster Bar and Crush Wine 
Bar and overlook all the action. It’s great to be 
part of the environment while you’re dining.” 

Behind the new stage is a bridge under con-
struction that will connect the two banks of the 
Waterway. The bridge will be an expansion of 
Waterway Square and the developments across 
the water will include offices, retail outlets, 
restaurants and residential living units, Sutton 
said. 

“We are exporting the ambience of Waterway 
Square across the Waterway,” he said. 

31 Waterway Square, The Woodlands
281-210-3800
Hours: Mon.-Sun. 6 a.m.-midnight

Waterway Square 1  The splash pad cools off visitors with intermittent mini 
fountains of water. 

2  Waterway Square is a one-acre public gathering place that 
is open daily until midnight.

3   The trees and water features are lit up at night at Water-
way Square.

4  Outdoor diners in Waterway Square overlook the square 
and listen to performances from the live music stage.

5  Local residents watch a water taxi cruise past as they rest 
on Crete bench, one of several artist benches located near the 
Waterway Square area. 

1

2

3

4

5
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#TheWoodlandsBucketList

Be seen in Community 
Impact Newspaper 
Check off items on our 
Woodlands Bucket List 
and tag your photos with 
#TheWoodlandsBucketList.
You could end up in a 
future edition.

 Go Kyaking  Go Kyaking

Get moving, get smart and rock out.

Order New 2015 Aerial Land Use Maps Today!
See new development near the ExxonMobil Campus

• North Harris County Map and Montgomery County Map 
• Each Map is 36 inches by 50 inches

• Highlighted areas include:
• Residential/master-planned development • Retail, commercial, office,

research, warehouse, industrial • The Grand Parkway route, 
 freeways and proposed new roadways

And Much More!

To Order: Visit www.north-houston.com, choose Publications. 
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Exploring Clear summer nights are a perfect 
time for stargazing. Local and online 
resources provide guidance for new and 
experienced star watchers.

the night sky Compiled by Jocelyn Kerr, Kelli Weldon and 
Lyndsey Taylor.  
Design by Erin Behncke and Mary-Ann Zykin

July constellations Look for these star patterns in the sky about an hour after sunset.

In 150 A.D.   
Greek scientist Ptolemy 

 published The Almagest.

Star facts

Sources: University of Wisconsin at Madison Department of Astronomy, Girlstart, International Dark-Sky Association, NASA 

Stars are responsible for the 

creation and distribution 
of heavy elements, such as  

carbon, nitrogen and oxygen.

Check the phase of the moon 
before viewing— 

a full moon will 
block out stars.

C
6

CARBON
N

7

NITROGEN
O
8

OXYGEN

History

These 48 constellations  
formed the basis for our  

modern  
constellation 

 system.

The book contained a  

catalog of 1,022 stars 
arranged into  

48 constellations.

Use a flashlight with 
red light to see. It 

takes more time for 
eyes to adjust if using 

white light.

Stargazing tip

Places to observe Events Local societies

Apus
Corona Borealis

Hercules
Ophiuchus

Triangulum 
Australe

ScorpiusNorma

Ara Draco

The sun is 

6,000 
degrees  

Celsius 
on the surface and 

15 million 
degrees 

Celsius 
at the core.

The sun is 
the only star 
in our solar 

system.

Hypergiants, 
the largest stars, may be 

100 times 
bigger 

than the sun.

1.3 million 
Earths could  

fit inside  
the sun.

Members of the Fort Bend 
Astronomy Club and Houston 

Astronomical Society can borrow 
several types of telescopes to 

view the night sky.

George Observatory  
at Brazos Bend State Park
21901 FM 762, Needville
http://georgeobservatory.org

Saturdays year-round 3-10 p.m.  
and 3-11 p.m. (daylight savings time)

Park admission is $7 (ages 13-64), plus 
$3 (planetarium) or $7 (telescopes). 
Members, seniors and children receive 
discounted rates.

(Due to recent flooding, the 
observatory is closed until July 11.)

Burke Baker Planetarium  
at the Houston Museum of 
Natural Science
5555 Hermann Park Drive, Houston
www.hmns.org

$8 (adults), $7 (children ages 3-11, 
seniors), $4 members

Programs are shown daily from  
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Night sky hike at Galveston 
Island State Park
14901 FM 3005, Galveston

8-9 p.m., Aug. 7, 14, 21

Visitors can join a park ranger for a 
short guided hike to the observation 
tower and a tour of the night sky.

Park admission is $5 (adults), free 
(children under 12).

http://tpwd.texas.gov/calendar/
galveston-island/night-sky-
hike/2015-08-21

Fort Bend Astronomy Club
www.fbac.org

Houston Astronomical Society
www.astronomyhouston.org

The NASA Night Sky Network 
provides monthly online learning 
guides and a night sky planner 
for locating constellations.  
http://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/
download-search.cfm
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Grogan’s Mill Village Center is a retail development 
located on Grogan’s Mill Road. The center is anchored 
by a Randall’s grocery store and features a mix of 
eateries, retail stores and locally owned businesses. Every 
Saturday the shopping center also hosts the Grogan’s 
Mills farmers market featuring goods sold by an array of 
independent vendors.

Compiled by Chantel Green, Abigail Loop and Hannah Zedaker

Grogan’s Mill Village Center
7 Switchbud Place, The Woodlands
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Spotlight   
The Woodlands farmers market at Grogan’s Mill

For the past eight years, local vendors 
have set up shop at the Grogan’s Mill Vil-
lage Center every Saturday morning. 

Hosted by the Grogan’s Mill Village 
Association, The Woodlands farmers 
market at Grogan’s Mill includes about 
40 vendors attracting an average of 700 
to 800 patrons on any given Saturday. 
The vendors sell everything from pro-
duce and meat to snow cones and coffee 
as well as personal care products and arts 
and crafts items. 

“Besides being able to purchase produce 
that was picked the day or night before, 

our customers can personally engage with 
the farmers and other vendors who actu-
ally make their own products,” said Dana 
Denton, GMVA president and farmers 
market committee chair. “They can learn 
about the growing practices, the ingredi-
ents [and] the cooking processes of all the 
items they purchase.”

The success of the farmers market 
allows the GMVA to give back to the 
community, Denton said. Most recently, 
the GMVA was able to provide four 
$1,000 college scholarships to graduating 
seniors, four $1,500 donations to each 

of the Grogan’s Mill schools, a $2,000 
donation to the Interfaith programs and 
a $1,000 donation to the veterans memo-
rial statue. 

In addition to the weekly Saturday 
farmers market, the GMVA also spon-
sors special events throughout the year 
such as the annual Tailgating Party on 
Super Bowl weekend and its “Back to 
School” celebration, which takes place 
Aug. 15. 

“Personally I love the sense of com-
munity the market has created,” Denton 
said. 

7 Switchbud Place,  
The Woodlands
281-298-1231
www.grogansmillvillage.com
Hours: Sat. 8 a.m.-noon
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2002 Timberloch Place, Ste. 200 • The Woodlands, TX 77380 
Principal Office: 808 Travis St., Suite 1030Houston, TX 77002

Eli Kiefaber and his family are residents of The Woodlands and are actively involved in the community, including  
The Rotary Club of The Woodlands & Tall Timbers District, Boy Scouts of America.

FREE CONSULTATION
713.229.0360

www.texasestatecounsel.com

Your Woodlands Estate
Planning Attorneys

Kiefaber & Oliva LLP’s services include: 
Wills, Trusts, Inheritance Planning, Asset Protection

sleep dream repeat

www.heartstrongsleep.com

Do You Suffer From:
• Hypertension • Snoring • Heart Disease • Daytime Sleepiness •

• Diabetes • Heart Disease • Abnormal Sleep Patterns • Insomnia •

• Frequent Night-time Urination • Obesity • COPD • Depression •

Heartstrong Sleep Center • Near Market Street
9450 Grogans Mill • Suite 150 • The Woodlands • 77380

Call 832.770.3200

You Deserve The Best Sleep Possible

Sleep    •    Dream    •    Repeat

Stop suffering... start sleeping

Do you suffer from:
Hypertension • snoring • heart disease 

daytime sleepiness • Diabetes

abnormal sleep patterns • insomnia

frequent night time urination• obesity 

copd • depression

WE SERVE ADULTS & PEDIATRIC – 3 YEARS AND OLDER

www.heartstrongsleep.com

heartstrong sleep center• near market street
9450 grogans mill • suite 150 • the woodlands • 77380

CALL 832.770.3200
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Additional businesses in the Grogan’s Mill Village Center:

2620 Buckthorne Place,  
Ste. 173, The Woodlands
281-298-9299
www.brotherspizza-
expresstx.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 
p.m., Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m., 
Sun. noon-9 p.m.

Spotlight   
Brothers Pizza Express

Dining
Beck’s Prime
2120 Buckthorne Place
281-367-3600
www.becksprime.com

Chef Chan
7 Switchbud Place, Ste. 190
281-363-0037
www.chefchanwoodlands.
com

Fuddruckers 
2290 Buckthorne Place
281-367-1343
www.fuddruckers.com

Taco USA
7 Switchbud Place, Ste. 194
281-292-8226
www.tacousa.com

Health & beauty
Body + Brain
7 Switchbud Place, Ste. 185
281-292-2900
www.bodynbrain.com

Healthy Life Unlimited
7 Switchbud Place, Ste. 201
832-515-1581
www.healthylifeunlimited.com

Johnny Taylor, D.D.S.
7 Switchbud Place, Ste. 200
281-364-9913
www.johnnytaylordds.com

N Style Salon
7 Switchbud Place
281-363-0100
http://nstylesalon.net

Village Nails Salon
2230 Buckthorne Place
281-292-5547

Retail
Randall’s Food Market
2250 Buckthorne Place
281-367-5734
www.randalls.com

Services
Chase Bank
2100 Buckthorne Place
281-367-1212
www.chase.com

Safe-Way Driving School
2260 Buckthorne Place
281-367-2080
www.safewaydriving.com

Shell Gas Station
2101 Buckthorne Place
281-296-8884
www.shellcarcare.com

State Farm Insurance–
Mary Brunson
7 Switchbud Place, Ste. 191c
281-367-2797
www.marybrunson.com

Teach-A-Tot Child 
Development Center
2280 Buckthorne Place
281-367-3232
www.teachatot.net

UPS Store
7 Switchbud Place, Ste. 192
281-367-0291
www.ups.com

Wonderwild
2230 Buckthorne Place,  
Ste. 100
281-419-1044
www.gowonderwild.com

Woodforest National Bank
7 Switchbud Place, Ste. 198c
281-465-5511
www.woodforest.com

The Woodlands Cleaners
2260 Buckthorne Place
281-367-2490

Brothers Pizza Express has 
been a family-run business 
since the 1980s, with its 
location at 2620 Buckthorne 
Place in the Grogan’s Mill 
Village Center soon to cele-
brate its 18-year anniversary.

Since starting nearly 20 
years ago, Manager Manny 
Bekiri said Brothers Pizza 
Express has been successful 
because the pizza it serves is 
unlike any other.

“We’re known for our New 
York-style pizzeria,” Bekiri 
said. “We serve pizza by the 
slice, pastas, salads, sand-
wiches and it’s all home-
made. The best thing about 
this business is that since it is 

family run, there is a per-
sonal attention to customers, 
and we make everyone feel 
like family.”

Bekiri said his father and 
uncle started the Brothers 
Pizza Express business, and 
the company now has eight 
locations in the Greater Hous-
ton area. In every Brother’s 
Pizza eatery, there is a family 
member who is in charge and 
managing the restaurant, 
keeping the family name 
throughout all eight restau-
rants, Bekiri said. 

“We’re just a little pizzeria 
where people can come in 
and get a warm, fuzzy feel-
ing,” he said. 
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The Woodlands | 2829 Technology Forest Blvd Ste. 120 | 713.600.8960

HELLO NEIGHBOR!
Independent Bank’s new branch in

The Woodlands is now open!

for more information visit ibtx.com

Autism Services and Behavior Therapy

 Communication     Socialization    Self-Help Skills    Academics and Behavior

Download Our FREE App for Up-To-Date 
Information on Clainics, Events, Training, Etc.

Our Board Certifi ed Behavior Analysts 
(BCBA) develop an individualized program 
for each child. We offer an array of services 
such as in-clinic treatment, social skills 
training, in-school shadowing programs, 
parent trainings, and play groups.

The Shape Of Behavior
26315 Oak Ridge Dr
 The Woodlands, TX 77380
Ph# 832.358.2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

Proudly serving 
children and their families 

since 2000.

Like us on Facebook to information on 
Free Trainings and Play Groups.
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REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our other Houston Metro editions

Health care services continue to expand
CONROE Local medical service 
providers are working to keep pace 
with increasing demand for addi-
tional and highly specialized health 
care services as the population con-
tinues to grow.

Since 2010 the county population 
has grown by more than 63,000 res-
idents, according to the U.S. Census 
Bureau. Because of the diversity of 
the incoming population, health 
care providers said they not only 
have to care for additional patients 
but also provide highly specialized 

care and tend to patients who fall 
between health care coverage gaps.

U.S. Rep. Kevin Brady, who serves 
as the chair of the Subcommittee on 
Health Care within the Committee 
on Ways and Means in the House 
of Representatives, said local health 
care expansions are a key driver in 
the development of Montgomery 
County.

“We are seeing first-class health 
care providers expanding in Mont-
gomery County,” Brady said.
Full story by Jesse Mendoza

SPRING|KLEIN Both cities have 
seen a considerable inf lux of multi-
family developments in the last two 
years with even more apartments 
on the way as the region runs out of 
available land for development. 

According to a 2014 study for Klein 
ISD by demographics firm Popula-
tion & Survey Analysts, nearly 51 
percent of all new residences built 
from 2013-14 were part of multi-
family projects while more than half 
a dozen new high-end multifamily 

projects have opened from 2014-15 in 
the area. 

“There has been a significant 
reversal of plans for commercial 
development with parcels now being 
altered to have multifamily com-
plexes,” the PASA report states. “It is 
now felt there is a bigger demand for 
apartments than for strip shopping 
or office space or many of the smaller, 
undeveloped tracts.”
Full story by Matt Stephens
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Expanding
 medical services 
to serve
conroe and 
montgomery
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R e s i d e n t s  i n 
 Montgomery 

County $4.1   Billion
increase     

in    VA   funding    by   
U.S. House of 

Representatives
V etera n s
 i n 2 013

$

TRANSPORTATION

Multifamily development thrives in Spring 

METRO rolls out new bus network in 
August, routes in Spring to change

Hwy. 105 beautification underway

SPRING|KLEIN A plan more 
than two years in the making, the 
Metropolitan Transit Authority 
of Harris County’s new bus net-
work will begin running Aug. 
16 throughout METRO’s service 
area, which includes Spring. 

“Essentially we’re trying to make the 
system easier to use,” METRO board 
Member Christof Spieler said. “That 
includes making riders’ trips better 
and making transit an option for those 
who might not consider it.”

Spieler said the new network will 
make about two-thirds of the trips 
faster than the existing bus network. 
Kurt Luhrsen, vice president of plan-
ning for METRO, said the new plan 
also provides more weekend service 

with nearly every weekday route run-
ning on Saturday and Sunday. 

“It’s a very big deal for people 
who depend on the transit [service] 
because people need to be able to 
travel on the weekend,” Spieler said.

METRO’s new bus network includes 
several changes in the Spring area, 
Luhrsen said. Existing service near 
I-45 provides one route that travels 
north on Kuykendahl Road with two 
branches that head east to the Spring 
Park and Ride and Lone Star Col-
lege-North Harris or west down FM 
1960 to the Willowbrook area. 

The new network  will offer routes 
86 and 99 that service the same areas 
to avoid confusion, Luhrsen said.
Full story by Matt Stepens

CONROE Hwy. 105 will soon 
undergo an improvement proj-
ect to add a raised median along 
the corridor from I-45 to Frazier 
Street, limiting left-turn lanes 
for transit safety purposes.

Construction entails installation of 
the median and 5-foot wide sidewalks 
on each side of the roadway as well 
as pedestrian lighting, benches and 
landscaping throughout the length of 
the project. The initiative would also 

add sidewalks around the retention 
ponds at the southeast intersection of 
Hwy. 105 and I-45. 

The city started the initiative to 
mitigate traffic safety concerns along 
the corridor by installing the raised 
median to scale back left-hand turns 
along the roadway, said Thomas 
Woolley, Conroe assistant director of 
projects and transportation. 
Full story by Jesse Mendoza

Safety 105
The city of Conroe is making safety and beautification enhancements to Hwy. 105. The project 
includes installation of a raised median along the corridor from I-45 to Frazier Street, and the 
addition of sidewalks, lighting and foliage along the roadway.

Total cost: 
$5.4 million City of Conroe:    $1.1 million

Federal funds:    $4.3 million
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                   Cutten Rd.

  Hollister Rd.

DINING

CONROE Giovanni’s Continen-
tal Cuisine has served homemade 
Italian dishes to customers since 
1993, and the restaurant’s popular-
ity continues to grow over time.

Owner Giovanni Febbo, a native 
of Calabria, Italy, said he grew up in 
the restaurant business and learned 
to cook from his mother. After 
attending culinary school in Italy, he 
continued on the family tradition of 
cooking and working for restaurants. 

Febbo runs the restaurant with his 
wife and son, Giovanni Jr.

“We’ve been open for 22 years here 
and the people know [I am] full-
blooded Italian,” Febbo said. “I grew 
up in the restaurant business and 
Giovanni’s has good food and [pays] 
attention [to customers].”

Febbo said healthy and fresh food 
has always been the No. 1 prior-
ity in his restaurant.  To prepare 
meals he uses vegetables grown in 
the restaurant’s patio garden, such 
as broccoli, eggplant, cucumbers, 
bell peppers, cabbage and parsley. 
Febbo said he starts his own seeds 

in a greenhouse around February 
through March so the plants are big 
enough to plant in the patio garden 
come spring.

“This is not a place for fried food,” 
Febbo said. “We are dedicated to 
good, healthy food. We have our own 
vegetables and herbs from our gar-
den, and nothing is precooked.”

Febbo said Giovanni’s has seen a 
steady flow of customers each year.
Full story by Abigail Loop

SPRING  Third-generation fish-
erman Brad Aplin has fished all 
along the Gulf of Mexico, including 
waters in Texas, much of Louisiana 
and a good portion of Florida. 

“I was running a crab boat in Galves-
ton Bay when I was 7 years old for my 
dad on weekends,” Aplin said. 

Decades of experience in the sea-
food business in the Gulf has driven 

Aplin’s success in the restaurant 
industry as his Champions-area eatery 
Bluewater Seafood has thrived since 
opening in 1996.

“I tell everybody I don’t know any-
thing about the restaurant business, 
but I know everything about the sea-
food business,” Aplin said. “It helps us 
with the quality of the seafood when 
they’re buying the stuff and how to 
handle the seafood in the restaurant.”
Full story by Matt Stephens

Giovanni’s  
Continental Cuisine

Bluewater Seafood

Full stories online at communityimpact.com

Spring ISD announces five-year plan for 
district improvements
SPRING  As Spring ISD recovers 
from incorrect data management 
practices that resulted in hundreds 
of transcript irregularities during 
the 2014-15 school year, the district 
laid out a path for improvement 
with its five-year plan May 21. 

The plan, Every Child 2020, 
was presented before community 
members at Fallbrook Church. 
Watson said the plan strives to reach 
every student while emphasizing 
excellence in every school, a high 
standard of performance from every 
employee, opportunities for every 
family and engaging stakeholders 
from every community. 

“The time is ripe to put forth this 
strong action plan,” SISD Superinten-
dent Rodney Watson. “It is our expec-
tation that Every Child 2020 strikes 
the appropriate balance of being true 

to the roots of this community while 
also pushing us forward to stronger 
student achievement.” 

Planning Every Child 2020 began 
last July following the hiring of 
Watson as the new superintendent. 
The process included working with 
more than 1,000 stakeholders, 
including 150 one-on-one discus-
sions between Watson and various 
local groups as well as 145 campus 
visits.
Full story by Matt Stephens
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14860 Hwy. 105, Montgomery 
936-588-4666
www.giovannis105w.com
Hours: Tue.-Sat. 5 p.m.-10 p.m.

EDUCATION BUSINESS
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Vessel and Threads
MONTGOMERY  Nestled inside a 
120-year-old building, the Vessel and 
Threads boutique is a treasure trove 
of hand-selected clothing and gifts.

Owner Allison Ashby originally 
started the business as a traveling 
show named Simply Style in St. Louis. 
Ashby continued the operation after 
moving to Montgomery in late 2007, 
and in September 2012 the boutique 
was renamed Vessel and Threads. 

For nearly three years the boutique 
has offered an eclectic mix of cloth-
ing, small household furnishings and 
gifts in downtown Montgomery. For 
Ashby, however, the shop became a 
vessel through which she could rein-
vent her life following one of her most 
challenging experiences: the death of 
her husband, Mark, in 2010.

“I had no idea my fun little hobby 
would turn into a business,” Ashby 
said.
Full story by Jesse Mendoza
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Butler St.

302 John A. Butler St., Montgomery 
936-597-4394
www.vesselandthreads.com
Hours: Tue, Wed. and Fri. 11 a.m.- 5 p.m., 
Thu. 11 a.m.-7 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
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6107 FM 1960 W., Houston
281-895-9222
www.bluewaterseafoodonline.com
Hours: Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9:30 p.m.,  
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10:30 p.m.

4921 FM 2920, Spring
281-288-9222
www.bluewaterseafoodonline.com
Hours: Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9:30 p.m.,  
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10:30 p.m.
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public meetings, according to 
the township.

“We’re going to request of 
[the consultants] that they 
have conceptual plans [com-
plete by] October-Novem-
ber and then have some final 
[plans complete] in January,” 
said John Powers, assistant 
general manager for commu-
nity services for the township.

Need for study
Township Director Mike 

Bass, who conducted a poll 
on Facebook regarding bike 
lanes in The Woodlands, said 
the master plan is necessary 
because of the need to accom-
modate those who exercise as 
well as bicyclists who want to 
ride faster than The Wood-
lands’ 200-plus miles of hik-
ing and biking trails allow.

“What I heard back from 
people [in the poll] was that 
it was unsafe for cyclists to 
ride on the pathways at any 

significant rate of speed—
from cyclists and people who 
walk and run it.”

The Bicycle Advisory Task 
Force is an eight-member vol-
unteer group assembled to 
identify the needs of bicylists in 
The Woodlands. The group has 
been a proponent of a bicycling 
lane study in The Woodlands 
for about the past three years. 

Randall Cade, a member of 
the BATF, said the bike and 
pedestrian master plan could 
improve traffic for The Wood-
lands residents on those days 
when the area is clogged by 
road closures for events like the 
annual Ironman Texas triathlon. 

“There’s a large swath of the 
community that would be able 
to take advantage of facilities 
like this,” Cade said. “It’s not a 
bicycle plan—it’s a pedestrian, 
runner and bicycle plan.”

The cost to develop the 
plan is about $100,000 and is 
included in the 2015 township 
budget, Powers said.

Who will pay?
Funding for potential cycling 

and pedestrian improvements 
that could be identified in the 
study has not been established.
Township Parks and Recre-
ation Director Chris Nunes 
said the selected consultant 
will work to identify the fund-
ing mechanisms for obtaining 
grants as well as establishing 
various partnerships with pub-
lic and private entities. Money 
for new bike lanes will likely 
not come from Montgomery 
County.

“My position on bike lanes 

is the county will work with 
the township,” Precinct 3 
Commissioner James Noack 
said. “If the township[’s lead-
ers have] a master plan and 
they want to build bike lanes, 
they want to build them in the 
county right of ways, that’s 
something that we can dis-
cuss.”

He said the roads in Mont-
gomery County, however, 
should be the priority for 
funding efforts.

“But the county cannot 

adequately fund roads, so 
[that’s] why I certainly am 
not going to be building bike 
lanes.” 

Plan opposition
Efforts to develop new bike 

lanes in The Woodlands have 
drawn opposition from some 
community residents.

Tom Sloan, who leads 
a group of area residents 
opposed to bike lanes, said 
cyclists and motorists are too 
much at odds with each other 

The plan will be designed to provide the township 
with a working document to guide the planning 
and development of a network of pathways, hike 
and bike trails, multiuse pathways and bike lanes 
to interconnect the entire community at the time of 
build-out.

The plan will be designed tp work in cohesion 
with other mobility and transportation plans, 
compiled by Montgomery County, Harris County, 
the Houston-Galveston Area Council, The 
Woodlands Development Company and surrounding 
communities. 

The township’s pedestrian-bicycle master plan 
will meet standards established by local, state and 
federal transportation authorities.

Any designs compiled in the study and developed as 
projects will meet design criteria established by The 
Woodlands. 

to incorporate bike lanes into 
the community. 

Sloan also said bike lanes 
will negatively affect The 
Woodlands aesthetics as well 
as cause safety issues. 

“The concern is safety on 
the roadways and the visual 
appeal from the roadways 
whether it’s ugly rubber posts 
or posting signage,” Sloan 
said. “I’m very worried about 
teenage drivers and senior 
drivers trying to contend with 
a crowded roadway.”

let’s ride
Bike Lanes
Continued from | 1 There are seven goals The Woodlands Township is hoping to accomplish by creating a bike and pedestrian master plan.

creating bike lanes in the woodlands

Timeline

1 5

2 6

3
7

4

The pedestrian-bicycle master plan will identify 
existing and proposed infrastructure, open space 
and linear park corridors and utility and drainage 
easements that can be integrated within The 
Woodlands’ existing system.

The master plan’s strategies and recommendations 
will be designed to benefit all aspects of mobility 
throughout the community and will not adversely 
affect motor vehicle traffic or impede or remove 
existing medians in the roadways.

The goal of the master plan is to guide the 
development of a comprehensive system of off-
road and on-road pathways, bike lanes, trails and 
other facilities that will safely connect users to key 
destinations throughout The Woodlands. It is also 
being designed to provide connections to all adjacent 
communities, allow for recreational activities and 
encourage safe alternative modes of transportation.

Source: The Woodlands Township/Community Impact Newspaper

JULY AUGUST OCTOBER DECEMBERSEPTEMBER NOVEMBER JANUARY 2016

JULY 22
Township picks 
consultant

Mid-August
Consultant begins 
work on plan

Oct.-Nov. 
Consultant presents 
conceptual plans

Dec.-Jan. 
Consultant makes final 
presentation of plan

The development of a Woodlands Township bicycle and pedestrian master plan could begin 
in July when the township is expected to choose a consultant.

Source: Bike the Woodlands Coalition/Community Impact Newspaper

“There is a large 
swath of the 
community that 
would be able to 
take advantage 
of facilities like 
this. It’s not a 
bicycle plan —it’s a 
pedestrian, runner 
and bicycle plan.”

—Randall Cade, Bicycle Advisory 
Task Force member

1-888-251-8370TOLL
FREE:www.ConroeHyundai.com

Exit Wilson Rd.  We are located at I-45 North and Wilson Rd.

 1) with Valid Military ID. or proof of service. Max value towards service and parts is $100. Present upon arrival. No cash value. One per customer. No further discounts apply. Expires 7/31/15.  2), 3) 36 month closed end lease, $0 down + TT&L due at lease 
inception, 2), 3) 1st payment not due at lease signing, total of lease payments 2)$9652.32, 3)$6,444 2),3)security deposit waived with approved credit, all advertised leases in this ad include: early termination and wear and tear fees, 12000 miles per year with 

$.20 per mile for additional miles also maintenance and auto insurance are customers responsibility. Penalties and other charges will be imposed for delinquent payments. All) Prices Plus TT&L. Pictures and Colors For Illustration Only. 

NEW 2015 HYUNDAI 
SANTA FE 

SPORT
Several To Choose

$23,639 $268.12Mo 2

$16,265 $179Mo

NEW 2015 HYUNDAI 
ELANTRA 
4 DOOR

3

NEW 2015 HYUNDAI 
SONATA

Several To Choose

$19,233
NEW 2015 HYUNDAI 

GENESIS SEDAN
Several To Choose

Several To 
Choose

MSRP $26,150 - $1000 HMA Bonus Cash - $500 Summer Sales 
Cash - $1011 Wiesner Discount

MSRP $22,355 - $1750 HMA Bonus Cash - $1372 Wiesner Discount

$37,013 MSRP $19,200 - $2250 HMA Bonus Cash - $500 Summer 
Sales Cash - $185 Wiesner DiscountMSRP $38,950 - $1937 Wiesner Discount

10% OFF 
VETERANS AND ACTIVE MILITARY PERSONNEL GET
$500 TOWARD A NEW HYUNDAI

SERVICE AND 
PARTS $50 
OR MORE! 1
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Tough said the township is 
taking safety measures into 
consideration in the plan.

“We’re concerned about 
motorist and bicycle safety,” 
Tough said. “We have allocated 
the funding for a study where 
if we went forward with bike 
lanes, the study would identify 
where it would make sense to 
have bike lanes.”

Sloan said arguments between 
motorists and cyclists would esca-
late if bike lanes are integrated. 

“Now, I think we have a 

very nice peace between 
cyclists and drivers in The 
Woodlands,” he said. “Nation-
wide, when you expand cycle 
lanes to be in proximity to 
roadways, you begin to get in 
altercations between cyclists 
and car drivers. I’d hate to see 
that come to The Woodlands.”

If bike lanes are built, Sloan 
said three things will happen.

“It will congest traffic, 
increase arguments between 
car drivers and cyclists, and 
it will add a layer of bicycle 

The Woodlands Township bicycle and pedestrian study could incorporate recommendations 
suggested by the Houston-Galveston Area Council released in September. The H-GAC’s 
South Montgomery County Mobility Plan included recommended corridors for potential 
cycling and pedestrian pathway improvements. 

The township earned the bronze award as a bike-friendly destination from 
The National League of American Bicyclists in 2010. The township plans 
to reapply in August in an attempt to improve upon that rating in hopes of 
earning a silver rating. 

incorporating previous plans the woodlands:a cycling destination 

paraphernalia that is unat-
tractive to the roadways.”

Bass said laws allow cyclists 
the right to ride on roadways. 

“Cyclists still have the right 
to ride four in the road—they 
have the legal right,” Bass said. 
“They could be more polite, 
and try to get in single file, 
but legally they have the right 
to do it. They have the right 
to use the road like any other 
car, as long as they observe 
the traffic rules and so forth.”

The Woodlands should 

foster athleticism, he said.
“We’re a very athletic com-

munity [that needs to] accom-
modate walkers, runners, rec-
reational bikers, and it needs 
to accommodate competitive 
bikers,” Bass said. 

There is concern that bike 
lanes will be a detriment to 
motorists, Cade said.

“In my view, one of the big-
gest single issues is that well, 
‘Why should we give up traffic 
lanes? These cyclists are just 
going to make traffic worse,’” 

Future utility 
easements are 
properties where the 
utility company has not 
yet been granted the 
right to install utilities.

Source: Houston-Galveston Area Council/Community Impact Newspaper

“This pathway and bike 
study is going to go a long 
way to [our] status as a 
bicycle-friendly community.”

—Bruce Tough, chairman Woodlands Township 
board of directors

Cade said. “We are in agree-
ment. We want to be off the 
roads. We don’t want to be on 
the roads. We want to try to 
find a way to keep even more 
shoulders from getting paved 
over. We are not anxious to 
create a bike lane out of exist-
ing traffic lanes. We don’t 
want to make traffic worse for 
anybody.” 

For more information visit 
communityimpact.com

The township has won the bronze award by offering:

• BMX parks
• Triathlons
• Cycling awareness programs
• Walk-to-school programs
• Bike-to-school programs 

The township could improve its rating by incorporating:

• On-street improvements along with the expansion of the off-street 
system to increase use and improve safety

• Ensure that bicycle safety is part of public education
• Expand public education
• Encourage involvement in National Bike Month (May)
• Develop a comprehensive bike plan in close collaboration with the 

community

 Source: The Woodlands Township/Commuity Impact Newspaper
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The water  
treatment process

2 
Water goes through a set 
of pipes that measure the 
amount of water that will 
be going through the water 
treatment process.

3
Pre-treatment (step 1): Water then goes 

through a process where the big 
chunks of dirt and algae are 

coated by a chemical 
that is added. The 

chemical then causes 
these particles in the 
water to suspend 
and sink and settle 
towards the bottom 

of the storage tank.

As part of SJRA’s groundwater reduction plan to bring clean and pure 
surface water to residents in parts of Montgomery County, water 
from Lake Conroe must first go through a water treatment process 
to be cleaned and filtered. That process is comprised of seven steps 
that range from eliminating bacteria and algea in the water to adding 

elements for better taste and odor. Clean surface water is expected 
to come from the water plant by the end of this summer. 

Source: San Jacinto River Authority/Community Impact Newspaper

Designed by Jackie Brunk

1
Water is pulled out 
of Lake Conroe

Water
Continued from | 1

By Abigail Loop
The water pipeline construction 

project led by the San Jacinto River 
Authority will soon be complete as the 
agency prepares to deliver water from 
Lake Conroe to parts of Montgomery 
County by the end of the summer.

The new pipelines that have been 
installed throughout the county are a 
part SJRA’s groundwater reduction plan. 
The $500 million plan was put in motion 
to meet the requirements for ground-
water reduction mandated by the Lone 
Star Groundwater Conservation District 
in 2012. South County water users will 

now be able to reduce their dependence 
on groundwater, which comes from 
underground aquifers, and develop a 
long-term source of water for the future, 
according to SJRA officials.

Mark Smith, GRP administrator with 
the SJRA, said although the LSGCD 
has mandated that groundwater pump-
age must be reduced by 2016, and all 
pipeline construction must be finished, 
SJRA plans to have the entire project 
complete before September.

“Right now, we are already in the 
fine-tuning stages,” Smith said. “Each 
contractor is disinfecting the pipes in 
their sections to get [them] clean, and 
most of the pipeline is complete. So we 
are ahead of schedule.”

The SJRA’s efforts also include con-
struction of a new water treatment 
facility located at the southeastern end 
of Lake Conroe, which will be complete 
by the end of the summer.

Smith said when the pipes and water 
plan are complete, water from Lake 
Conroe will be filtered and chlorinated. 
The water will then be pumped through 
high-service pumps that will push water 
through the pipeline and to water facili-
ties located throughout the county. 

Smith said pipeline construction was 
completed in The Woodlands earlier 
this year, along with Conroe and the 
Rayford Road area, with work soon to 
be complete in Oak Ridge North and 
the Imperial Oaks area. 

Surface water qualities
Along with newly installed pipelines 

comes concern by the SJRA of new 
tastes, odors, chemicals and overall 
quality of the filtered water.

Smith said after reviewing the results 
of a similar GRP in Harris County, 
the SJRA discovered residents in the 
area experienced brown water coming 
through their pipes and an unpleasant  
taste. By adding chemicals to water 
being filtered from Lake Conroe and 
sending it through what is called a 
Granulated Activated Carbon system, 
clean and pure water will be generated 
throughout the pipeline, Smith said.

“People can taste the difference,” he 
said. “We adjust the taste by sending 
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Protect your world
Auto • Home • Life • Retirement

5515 Louetta Rd., Suite B
Spring
stevenjtoman@allstate.com

One agent for all your insurance needs.

Steven Toman
281-376-7331

13
84

01

Call me today to discuss your options.
Some people think Allstate only protects your car. Truth is, Allstate can also protect your home 
or apartment, your boat, motorcycle - even your retirement and your life. And the more of your 
world you put in Good Hands®, the more you can save.

Insurance subject to terms, qualifications and availability.  Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Insurance Co., Allstate Texas 
Lloyd’s, Allstate Indemnity Co., Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co. Life insurance and annuities issued by Lincoln Benefit Life Company, Lincoln, NE, Allstate Life Insurance 
Company, Northbrook, IL.  In New York, Allstate Life Insurance Company of New York, Hauppauge, NY. Northbrook, IL. © 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.
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4
Pre-treatment (step 
2): The water is then 
moved to a large basin 
where the chemical is 
mixed with the particles 
in the water. It is then 
moved to another basin 
where the water settles.  
Pieces of the large 
chunks of algea and dirt 
fall out and clear water 
is left sitting at the top 
of the basin.

5
Membrane/Filter System: The clear 
water that was left sitting at the top 
of the basin is then sent to a micro-

filtration membrane, which filters 
out the common bacteria 

found in water. After the 
membrane has removed the 
bad and harmful bacteria in 
the water, the water is left 
essentially clean and pure.

8
Once chlorine is added, 
the water is then sent 
through the pipelines 
and into different water 
facilities throughout 
Montgomery County.

Granulated Activated Carbon- Also known 
as the GAC process, this step is not critical 
but is done primarily to affect the taste and 
odor of the water. Water flows from the 
membrane system to contact basins full of 
granulated activated carbon. The basins act 
as a “Brita filter” where water goes through 
the basins and absorbs carbon-based 
elements that may affect taste and odor.

7
Disinfection- The 
final step in the 
water treatment 
process is the 
addition of 
chlorine to the 
water to make 
sure it is clean and 
safe to drink. 

water through the GAC and adjusting 
the treatment process. We will also go 
to a receiving facility and do a taste test. 
Once that’s all done, we’re able to gen-
erate good water and the contractors 
address any issues.”

Cathy Turner Jones, general manager 
of the LSGCD, said that with SJRA’s 
pipeline planning and the design of the 
water treatment process, SJRA officials 
have made significant efforts to ensure 
that quality surface water will be avail-
able to residents throughout Montgom-
ery County.

“Based on the information that I have 
seen, I believe the SJRA is taking all the 
precautions that are necessary in order 
to ensure that the quality of the surface 

water is going to be the same—if not 
better—than the current water that is 
being supplied throughout the county,” 
Jones said.

When the water does make its way 
through parts of Montgomery County, 

Jones said the SJRA’s filtration pro-
cess would also act as a positive move 
toward utilizing new sources of water 
for the county.

Jim Stinson, general manager for The 
Woodlands Joint Powers Agency, said 

when the WJPA provided input and 
worked alongside the SJRA, there care 
was put into the design plan of the water 
plant and pipe system so the taste of the 
water would be no different than before.

“We have consulted with the SJRA, 
and a lot of time has been taken to 
reduce the taste and odor of the surface 
water,” he said. “We were struggling 
before with [the taste of] groundwater, 
and this whole plan is a new water sup-
ply for the future. I think the water will 
be the same, and the biggest impact is 
that this helps preserve groundwater.”

31 

 

Groundwater Reduction Plan Program                                                            Monthly Progress  Report – April, 2015 

EXHIBIT 9 (con’t) SWF Construction Photos  

Granulated Activated Carbon  (GAC) Building—Installation of GAC material into contactor basin 

41 

 

Groundwater Reduction Plan Program                                                            Monthly Progress  Report – February  2015 

EXHIBIT 10 (con’t) SWF Construction Photos  
 

Chemical Building — Installation of lime mixing system piping 

6

“I believe the SJRA is taking all the pre-
cautions that are necessary in order to 
ensure that the quality of the surface water 
is going to be the same, if not better, than 
the current water that is being supplied 
throughout the county.”
–Cathy Turner Jones, general manager, Lone Star Groundwater Conservation District
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IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 17 YEARS.

www.northsidelexus.com
17925 North Freeway
Houston, TX 77090

281-569-3300

For our Neighbors in 
The Woodlands.

Present this coupon at the time of sale for an extra 
$500 torwards the purchase/lease of a new or 

preowned Lexus vehicle. Must be selected from 
dealer stock. Only one coupon per customer. 

Offer expires 8/31/15.

$50000
ADDITIONAL

NX200t

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com
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Find unmatched luxury in an unbeatable location with a new David 
Weekley home in Liberty Branch at Creekside Park. You’ll enjoy 
upscale shopping and dining in The Woodlands, distinct floor plans 
to suit any lifestyle, and more: 

• Energy-efficient Showcase Homes ready for immediate move in
• Two-story floor plans ranging from 2,900-4,900 square feet
• Upscale shopping and dining at The Woodlands Market Street 

The home you’ve always wanted awaits at The Reserve at Grogan’s Mill, but time 
is running out! Few homes remain in this beautiful Woodlands-area community. 
Here, you’ll enjoy:

• Included lawn maintenance with HOA dues
• Private, gated community with low 2.2% taxes
• Acclaimed Conroe ISD schools

Call 281-249-7790 today to find 
the home you’ve always wanted! 45

1960
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ExxonMobil

Woodlands Pkwy.
Goslind Rd.
Kuykendahl Rd.

Woodlands Pkwy.

Kuykendahl Rd.
G

osling Rd.

Liberty 
Branch

2978

Woodlands Parkway

45

Vision Park Blvd.
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�e Reserve at
Grogan’s Mill

Research Forest Dr.

Liberty Branch at 
Creekside Park,
The Woodlands
From the $555s

The Reserve at Grogan’s Mill
From the $605s

Leave Ordinary Behind

Liberty Branch at Creekside Park 
in The Woodlands

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials, and availability of homes or communities are subject 
to change without notice or obligation. Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2015 David Weekley Homes - 
All Rights Reserved. (HOUA66201)

Luxurious Homes. Prestigious Address.
The Reserve at Grogan’s Mill

Don’t miss your chance to find your dream 
home today by calling 281-249-7752

            Ask about the Diamond Discovery!

            Ask about the Diamond Discovery!
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Harper’s Preserve, 77385
Harper’s Preserve, a Sam Yager Inc. 
development that will provide 1,700 
homes upon completion in The 
Woodlands area, unveiled in June its 
East Village gated community. Located 
off I-45 and Hwy. 242, the neighborhood 
on Harper’s Horsepen Branch will 
include single-family homes, patio 
homes and two upscale apartment 
complexes. Builders include Brighton 
Homes, Gehan Homes, J. Patrick 
Homes, Drees Custom Homes, Chesmar 
Homes, Highland Homes, Ashton Woods 
and Plantation Homes. 

The community will offer year-round front 
yard maintenance for homeowners 
provided by the homeowners 
association, an amenity lake with a fly 
fishing area, a community pool with 
an outdoor kitchen, walking trails, a 
playground, bowling and bocce ball 
greens as well as horseshoe pits and a 
lookout hill. 

Prices: $350,000-$600,000+

Square footage: 2,000-5,000+

Schools: Harper’s Preserve is zoned to 

NEW ON THE MARKET

What would be your advice to people who are trying to sell their house 
and attract buyers?
Buyers right now are very picky because of the current price point of the housing market, 
more than usual. I would tell people who are trying to sell their house to upgrade certain 
aspects of the property that will be interesting to potential buyers. People want specific 
things they are looking for in a home. 

With so many new houses and neighborhoods developing in 
and around The Woodlands, what would you tell buyers who are 
interested in these new developments rather than older homes?
New homes are becoming limited in The Woodlands, and all the newer homes and 
developing neighborhoods are mostly going to be select, upper-end homes. For people 
looking for something outside the upper price point, Creekside Village is still developing 
homes that are not being listed at as high a price point as other new houses in The 
Woodlands. 

What do you think is the reason for the neighborhood growth in and 
around The Woodlands in the past year, and what attracts new families 
to the area? 
This growth is due to the fact that this is a transitory area. We have ExxonMobil and the 
people [who] have come with it. There’s medical and construction aspects in the area 
and people relocate for [such opportunities]. 

Ask a Realtor

Sandy Petermann-Williams
RE/MAX The Woodlands & Spring

REAL ESTATE

Local Realtors answer questions about trends and offer 
tips to homebuyers considering buying a home in or 
around The Woodlands.

242

45

Conroe ISD with students attending Oak 
Ridge Elementary School, Vogel 
Intermediate School, Irons Junior High 
School and Oak Ridge High School. 

Anticipated completion: TBD

Sam Yager Inc. 
713-783-0308
www.syi.net 

Meet Sharon Mork,  Vice President 
and Branch Manager of our  
First American Title National 
Commercial Services office in 
The Woodlands.

Sharon joined our team in 2012 with 
more than 20 years of knowledge 
and experience as a Texas commercial 
real estate paralegal and commercial 
escrow officer.

Sharon Mork
Vice President, Branch Manager – The Woodlands
832.246.5343  |  smork@firstam.com

First American Title
National Commercial Services
Employee Spotlight: Sharon Mork

832.246.5350 q www.firstam.com/ncs

First American Title Insurance Company, and the operating divisions thereof, make no express or implied warranty 
respecting the information presented and assume no responsibility for errors or omissions. First American, the eagle 

logo, First American Title, and firstam.com are registered trademarks or trademarks of First American Financial 
Corporation and/or its affiliates.

©2015 First American Financial Corporation and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved. q NYSE: FAF

1699 Research Forest Drive, Suite 100 
Shenandoah, Texas 77380

LOOKING TO 
EXPAND YOUR 
BUSINESS?
Ask Us About An 

Integrity Commercial 
Loan Today!

Contact Mike Ellzey or James Coleman  |  832.562.2250 • IBANKTX.com

At Integrity Bank, we specialize 
in lending to small to middle 
market companies in the 
Greater Houston area.

Our offerings include a full line 
of credit products including 
fi nancing for: 

• Accounts receivable

• Inventory

• Equipment acquisitions

• Expansions

• Construction or land development

• Refi nance of existing properties

• Interim and bridge fi nancing
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Market data provided by 
Haley Garcia

Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

Market Data
On the market  (June 2015)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or less 4/68 – – 1/45 3/133 6/24 6/31

$150,000–$199,999 9/23 5/26 – 3/58 10/20 40/35 10/42

$200,000–$299,999 15/61  22/30 31/43 39/65 39/61 105/53 43/51

$300,000–$399,999 16/67 37/50 49/49 32/50 32/70 79/84 77/51

$400,000–$499,999 8/110 23/74 41/39 21/51 11/90 34/85 53/50

$500,000–$599,999 6/69 25/75 25/48 5/71 6/105  28/71 39/135 

$600,000–$799,999 5/294 25/104 23/60 1/45 2/53 15/94 34/130

$800,000–$999,999 4/52 5/60 14/80 – – 11/96 18/138 

$1 million + 32/111 25/112 70/85 1/1 1/45 7/70 69/200

Price 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

–

Median price of homes sold  June 2014 vs.  June 2015

+73%

+8%

-11%

+2%
-7%

+2%

+15%

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

77385

77386

77384

77381

77380
77389

77382

1488

45

REAL ESTATE

Bender’s Landing is a single-family, 
acreage community located in Spring. 
The neighborhood has over 700 homes in 
the wooded area and is located near the 
Hardy Toll Road and I-45. It is home to 
park areas, and Bender’s Landing Lake, 
and walking trails and nearby schools. 

Bender’s Landing, 77386

4206 Pikard Way Court  $725,000

4 Bedroom / 3 Bath  4,078 sq. ft.
Agent: Robert Blackman  713-588-4379 
NXT Home, Realtors

27711 Tiverton Court  $479,900

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  2,872sq. ft. 
Agent: Jeanette Solis  713-659-6666 
Champions Real Estate Group

28606 Pinnacle Point Place $529,000

5 Bedroom / 4 Bath  3,732 sq. ft.
Agent: Cynthia Munnerlyn  281-293-4941
Keller Williams Realty The Woodlands

4010 Boden Lane  $635,000

3-5 Bedroom / 5 Bath  4,842 sq. ft.
Agent: Ronnie Neece         281-235-2644 
RE/MAX Integrity

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 6/29/15

Square footage: 2,823–7,200

Home values: $332,340-$1.4 million

Amenities: walking trails, basketball and 
tennis courts, lakefront parks, shopping 
centers

Schools: Broadway Elementary School, Cox 
Intermediate School, York Junior High School, 
Carl Wunsche Sr. High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

Emergency Services District No. 8     0.0946
Montgomery County  0.4767
Montgomery County Hospital 0.0725
Conroe ISD   1.2800 
Lone Star College  0.1081 
Total (per $100 value):  $2.0319

90

Homes on 
the market*

$15,500

Median annual 
property taxes

$719,000

Median 
home value

160

Average days on 
the market*

20

Homes under 
contract*

$163.88

Median price 
per square foot

heritagetexas.com

WHITE OAK ESTATES
11729 Great Oak Blvd. | $649,000

WESTWOOD
6323 Weisinger | $465,000

THE WOODLANDS
83 Windsome Path | $430,000

T E X A S  P R O P E R T I E S 

For more information on these listings call:

HALEY GARCIA
Broker AssociAte

281.701.6174

NEW

LISTIN
G!



The Woodlands Edition • July 2015 83

*As of 06/01/15

LOCAL AMENITIES NEARBY DEVELOPMENT FEATURED APARTMENT COMPLEX

Tymes Square Bender’s 
Landing

Watermark at Harmony 
Apartments

Ri
le

y 
Fu

zz
el 

Rd.

Rayford Rd.

Fox Run Blvd.

Discovery 
Creek Blvd.

Tymes Square Bender’s Landing includes 
the  of the following businesses located at 
the northeast corner of Riley Fuzzel Road and 
Birnham Woods Drive:

• Jameson Luxury Homes & Pools
• Mod Nails-Spa
• Southern Maid Donuts
• Subway
• Tymes Grocery
• Tymes Square Dental

3530 Discovery Creek Blvd., Spring

Number of units: 308
Square footage: 663-1,434
Unit features*: 
• One-, two- and three-bedroom apartments
• Gourmet bar kitchens
• Hardwood flooring
• Full-size washer and dryer included
• Spacious closets
• Granite kitchen counters
• Garden tubs

Office hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Listed one-bedroom starting price range:
663 sq. ft.: $1,000, 703 sq. ft.: $1,050,  
759 sq. ft.: $1,100

Listed two-bedroom starting price range:
1,086 sq. ft.: $1,375, 1,203 sq. ft.: $1,203

Listed three-bedroom starting price:
1,434 sq. ft.: $1,650

*All features vary by unit

Community photos

3530 Discovery Creek Blvd., Spring
281-430-3600
www.watermark-residential.com

Liberty Park, Bender’s Landing Lake

Liberty Park is in the center of Bender’s 
Landing and overlooks Bender’s Landing Lake. 
Park features include a large pavilion with 
picnic tables and grill, tennis and basketball 
courts that can be used day and night, and a 
1.1-mile pathway around the lake.

Bender’s Landing Lake can be seen from 
Liberty Park and lakefront homes located in 
Bender’s Landing. The lake is used for fishing 
and has several picnic spots as well as trails 
and pathways that run alongside it.  
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VISIT TODAY!

Where local lives.

Get to know your community on the all-new and 
completely redesigned communityimpact.com.



Explore the all new communityimpact.com/deals
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RATED #1 SUSHI BAR IN THE WOODLANDS & HOUSTON

 Kiseki SetCHEF CHOICE DINNER
TRADITIONAL JAPANESE DISHES

TWO DAY ADVANCED ORDER REQUIRED.

CUSTOM CATERING
TAKE-OUT, PARTY TRAYS,

 LUNCH PACKAGES

New Menu Items
(281) 298-5688 • sushiamashouston.com

4775 W Panther Creek Drive, Suite 430 • The Woodlands, TX 77381

10% Off
Come have a taste 

of Japan!

Valid M - T. No holidays.

SAVE MONEY!
Best time ever to get a new 
heating or cooling system.
Low interest, cut fuel bills, special 

rebates, worry–free warranties.
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE HOME VISIT

GREAT FINANCING

HURRY! Limited Time Offer
1-844-Get-Cool (1-844-438-2665)

www.integrityair.com

SAVE WITH UP TO
$1400 IN REBATES

   18 months
No Interest & No Payment Financing

OR

   48 months
Equal Payment with No Interest

OR

 MASSAGES
Thai Combos Swedish Massage

Thai Traditional Massage

Aromatherapy Massage

Thai Upper Body Massage

Four Hand Massage

Couples Massage

Hot Stone Massage

 SPAS
Body Scrub • Body Wrap

WHAT WE OFFER

Family Thai Massage

$10 OFF 
Grand Opening 1 Hour Massage

Expires 8-12-15

$20 OFF 
Expires 8-12-15

Grand Opening Spa Package

501 H Sawdust Road, Spring, TX 77380
281-292-6618 • familythaimassage.com281-292-6618 • familythaimassage.com

ME3036
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Full Uniform & Trophy to All!
Girls & Boys: 4-18 years old

• No Travel: All games played 
locally - 22 locations

• One practice per week
• All 8 Games on Saturdays 
beginning October 10

For more info or to sign up go to 
www.FFPS.org or call 800.828.7529 (PLAY)

Sign Up Early & Save up to $20
Sign Ups End September 22

• Very Affordable  • Two Payment Plan Available

FFPS is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization

Making Youth Sports FUN Again!
Fun•Fair•Positive SoccerFun•Fair•Positive Soccer

67 7 7  WOODLANDS PKWY at KUYKENDAHL (HEB) • (281) 419.3339

CASH FOR KIDS’ STUFF

Earn cash or 20% more in store credit for your outgrown items so  
another family can love them like you did. Plus, shop the best selection 

of kids’ clothes, toys, baby gear and more!

PAS S ING  SUNSH INE
FROM KID TO KID

WE HAVE A PROGRAM THAT IS DESIGNED TO 
KICK METABOLISM INTO HIGH GEAR

BY EATING NORMAL FOODS AND USING 
PATENTED FAT-BURNERS AND BLOCKERS 

FDA-APPROVED APPETITE SUPPRESSANT
OR ALL NATURAL AMINO ACIDS

WE MEDICALLY MONITOR YOUR PROGRESS 
AND WORK WITH YOUR INSURANCE

WOODLANDS PKWY. ROBINSON RD.

ALANA LN.

HANNA RD.

GIVE US A CALL TO FIND OUT MORE!
281-419-7222

$50 OFF
INITIAL VISIT

26797 HANNA RD., STE. 3, OAK RIDGE NORTH, TX 77385 
HEALHTYFIGURESHOUSTON.COM
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with purchase of a bundtlet
FREEBundtlet

Expires 07/31/15. Limit one coupon per guest. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Redeemable only 
at the bakery listed. Must be claimed in-store during normal business hours. No cash value.

FREE
  The Woodlands • 10868 Kuykendahl Road, Suite B • (281) 419-8026

 a Celebration
make any moment

nothingbundtcakes.com

281-746-8804call us at or find us on

Servicing The Woodlands and Spring areas  twsybling.com

facebook

birthdays

anniversaries

graduations

new Baby

and more!Congratulations

personal yard greetings for:

$ 1 0  O F F
grand Opening 

Special
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NAMASTE
INDIAN RESTAURANT

202 Sawdust Road # 115
Spring, TX 77380

281-298-5570

New Indian restaurant 
in the Woodlands/

Spring, TX area

10% o�  Entire Order
(Mon-Wed Dinner only)

Limit 1 coupon per table. Coupon must be presented at time of purchase. 
Not valid with any other o� er.

Daily lunch bu� et from 11-3pm 
that includes over 

20 items for $10.99+tax

www.namasteir.com

EVERY DAY LUNCH AND DINNER BUFFET 
WE DO CATERING - TO-GO MENU - A LA CARTE - BUFFET STYLE SETUP & PARTY TRAYS!

CUISINE OF INDIA

SITAR
FINE DINING INDIAN RESTAURANT

WEEKDAYS: 11AM–2:30PM & 5PM–9:30PM
WEEKENDS: 11AM–9:30PM

Next door to us, we have
INDIA GOURMET SPICES 
grocery store for all your Indian/Pakistan/
Middle-Eastern spices, herbs, rice, lentils, 
fresh vegetables, halal meat & much more.

www.sitarcuisineofindia.net

When you buy
2 buffets and 2 drinks.

Valid Monday - Friday only. One coupon per table. 

$5 OFF$5 OFF

SERVING THE WOODLANDS/
SPRING AREA FOR 15 YEARS

25701 Interstate 45 North, Suite # 12
The Woodlands, TX 77380

(281) 364-0200
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SITAR
BEFORE AFTER

We Clean!
You Grill For Healthier, Safer Grillinr, Safer Grillinr g

We We W Are Hore Hor uston’s Prerer mier 
BBQ & Grill Cleaning Serverver ice! 

Our Jobs Are “Always Well Done!”

Any Cleaning
New customers. May not be 
combined with any other offer.
Expires 8/12/2015

BBQ Cleaning
Sir Sizzle

832.603.4349
SirSizzleBBQCleaning.com

Nannies of The Woodlands is focused 
on providing personalized childcare to 

families with children of all ages...NOW.

1095 Evergreen Circle, Ste. 200
The Woodlands, TX 77380
832.482.4639

nanniesofthewoodlands.com
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30420 FM 2978 Magnolia, Suite 300, 
Magnolia, TX 77354

www.sapporohouston.com
281-789-4445

Sushi  •  Steak  •  Seafood  •  Traditional Japanese Dishes  • Full Bar

FM
 29

78

Woodlands Pkwy.

SUNDAY - THURSDAY: 
11 AM - 10 PM

FRIDAY - SATURDAY: 
11 AM - 11 PM

$5 OFF 
PURCHASE OF $25 OR MORE

Only one offer per table, offers cannot be combined.

*Offer ends July 31st. One time offer.

RECEIVE $50 
REWARD CARD 

LOAD $100 ON VIP CARD 

Open 7 days a week, 
365 days a year

Monday - Sunday 7am-7pm  
Holidays 7am-7pm

11105 Mahaff ey | Tomball, TX 77375 | 832-884-6122 | WillowCreekPets.com

CAGE FREE DOG BOARDING

WILLOW CREEK RANCH
OF TOMBALL

Open 7 days a week, Open 7 days a week, Open 7 days a week, Open 7 days a week, 

Monday - Sunday 7am-7pm  
Holidays 7am-7pmHolidays 7am-7pm

OF TOMBALLOF TOMBALLOF TOMBALLOF TOMBALLOF TOMBALLOF TOMBALL
WE ALSO OFFER:

Cat Boarding
Horseback Riding Lessons 

Pony Parties
Doggie Daycare

10% OFF  Boarding 
o r Grooming

New customers only. Not valid on holidays.
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Mon–Sat 7:00am–7:00pm
Sunday 8:00am-3:00pm

6700 Woodlands Parkway, Suite 220 | The Woodlands
281-292-4417

thewoodlandstx.greatharvestbread.com

BUY TWO SANDWICHES 
AND GET THE

THIRD FREE 
With coupon. Excludes Panini’s. Expires 8/12/15

BUY ONE LOAF OF BREAD
AND GET THE SECOND ONE

 1/2 OFF 
With coupon. Expires 8/12/15

BUY ONE GET ONE FREE COFFEE 
With coupon. Expires 8/12/15

Fresh baked bread 
made every day.made every day.

Empanadas Argentinas  •  Seasonal Items  •  Espresso
Cappuccinos and more  •  Muffi  ns and Scones daily  •  Lunch items available 

Pastries and Croissants on the weekends only

The Woodlands Great Harvest

Fresh baked bread 

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

$19 95 
Freon and dye extra if needed.

A/C 
Inspection

Expires 8/31/15 CI

Expires 8/31/15 CI

Expires 8/31/15 CI

Expires 8/31/15 CI

BIG GREEN EGG
The Ultimate Cooking Experience

FREE 20# 

Bag of Charcoal 

with every Big Green Egg

sku#CP10. Expires 8/12/15.

2111 Rayford Road, Spring, TX 77386
281-419-2121
www.lonestarace.com

Lone Star

Rayford Rd.
Imperial Oaks Blvd.

YOUR 
LOCAL 

GRILLING 
HEADQUARTERS



WE GET
CHILDREN

BETTER

Your kids. Our specialty.
When your child needs specialty care, we have affi  liated pediatric specialists at Memorial Hermann 
Th e Woodlands Hospital. Th ere’s nothing more important than your child’s health. Trust it to the experts. 

• Anesthesiology
• Cardiology
• Dermatology

• Endocrinology
• Gastroenterology
• Neurology

• Ophthalmology
• Radiology
• Rehabilitation*

Call 713.222.CARE (2273) or visit
childrens.memorialhermann.org to learn more.

*Rehabilitation services provided by TIRR Memorial Hermann. 
TIRR is a registered trademark of TIRR Foundation.
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