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Voters could see amended plan with new mobility projects in November or in 2016
Montgomery County considers new bond
By Brian Walzel

Montgomery County is 
planning for a new bond 
election after voters turned 
down a $350 million pro-
posal May 9. A date for a new 
bond is still being debated 
among county commission-
ers and County Judge Craig 
Doyal. Precinct 3 Commis-
sioner James Noack sup-
ports a November vote while 
others are in favor of waiting 
until November 2016. 

Commissioners Mike 
Meador of Precinct 1 and 
Jim Clark of Precinct 4 have 
each said they likely would 
not be in favor of a Novem-
ber 2015 bond, but would 
rather bring a proposal to 
county voters next year. 

Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Charlie Riley said he would 
be open to considering a 
November 2015 vote but 
expressed concern about 
having enough time to com-
pile a list of projects that 
could meet voter approval.

“I’m not going to say I won’t 
support another bond issue 
this year,” Riley said. “But I 
don’t know that there is time 
to put together a bond issue 

All-new and 
completely 
redesigned 

Our new website revolves around you—
the reader—and offers insight into local 
businesses, road work, commercial 
development, education, real estate and 
more. Based on location, we connect 
your desktop or mobile device to online-
exclusive news and the in-paper stories 
you love.

communityimpact.com features

Local news and photos delivered 
in a continuous-scroll experience 

An interactive map of businesses 
that are Coming Soon & more 

Comments and conversations 
posted by friends and neighbors 

Guides to exploring new parts  
of your community and beyond

Information about neighborhood, 
citywide and regional events

Become a more informed citizen. 
Visit communityimpact.com.

Higher end houses heading toward buyer’s market

Home sales in The Woodlands slow

By Julie Butterfield
The Woodlands residential real 

estate market is seeing a slowdown 
this year, and properties priced in 
the upper spectrums are shifting to 
a buyer’s market, according to Bet-
ter Homes and Gardens Homes Sales 
Real Estate Report. 

Overall, the inventory of homes in 

The Woodlands has risen and home 
contracts are more sluggish than the 
year before, despite oil companies 
moving to the area.

Realtor Kurt Zimmerman of The 
Zimmerman Team said the antici-
pation of companies like ExxonMo-
bil moving to The Woodlands area 

See Market | 76

everyone is going to accept.”
To establish a bond elec-

tion, three of the four county 
commissioners would need to 
vote in favor of the proposal.

Doyal said the court would 
have to decide on a November 
2015 bond vote by Aug. 11.

The future of a bond
What the commissioners 

do all agree on, however, is 
that another bond election 
is needed.

“There will be a new bond, 
and no doubt Woodlands 

Parkway was an issue,” 
Doyal said. “We’ll probably 
take a lot of projects out [of 
the next proposal] and put 
together a plan that every-
one can support.”

More than 57 percent of 
voters, or 16,222, opposed the 
bond, while nearly 43 percent, 
or 12,144, voted in favor of 
it. The bond drew about 10 
percent of the county’s regis-
tered voters, 4 percent more 
than the 2011 Montgomery 
County bond proposal. That 
bond proposal also failed to 

meet voter approval. This 
year’s bond proposed by the 
county did not include a 
county property tax increase.

“The Commissioners 
Court must make a deci-
sion—do we learn from the 
failure and proceed imme-
diately with a bond the 
community can support, or 
do we procrastinate and do 
nothing?” Noack said. “To 
me, the answer is obvious—
we move forward with a 
bond this November.”

See Bond | 74

Montgomery County Precinct 3 proposed extending the Woodlands Parkway flyover west past Six Pines Drive as 
part of the failed $350 million bond election on May 9. The project is now on hold.

Homes in East Shore in The Woodlands are among 
those for sale in a high-end market.
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Je�  Beard, CCIM
President

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

The J. Beard Real Estate Company
Commercial Real 

Estate Leaders

LANDLORD & TENANT 
REPRESENTATION

SITE ACQUISITION

SALES & LEASING

REAL ESTATE
CONSULTING

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

INSIGHT.

LEADERSHIP.

EXPERTISE.

25511 Budde Rd., The Woodlands
• Plug & Play - fully furnished 4,500 S.F., 2-story Class A 

O�  ce Condo.
• Close to I-45; easy access to Town Center and Hughes Landing.
• Executive fi nishes and many upgrades throughout. Hardwoods, 

co� ered ceilings, transoms, custom mahogany receptionist desk & 
granite conference table. 

• Large o�  ces (17+ work stations), back-up generator elevator, & 
front door parking spaces. 

10077 Grogan’s Mill Rd., The Woodlands
• Various spaces available from 981 - 7,839 S.F.
• Located in the heart of Town Center, in close proximity to The 

Woodlands Mall, Market Street, the Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion, and The Woodlands Waterway.

• Easy access to Interstate 45 and the Hardy Toll Road.
• Parking garage with reserved spaces.

2590 FM 1488, Conroe
• +/-30,000 S.F. warehouse and +/-4,000 S.F. o�  ce.
• Large restroom areas (M/W) and conference area, with full HVAC.
• Ability for future expansion on 4+ acres total.
• Signage and entrance on FM 1488 near major retail developments.
• Easy access to I-45, SH 242 and The Woodlands.
• Scoreboards, soccer fi elds and equipment available as part of 

lease/sale.
• This project is an opportunity for a recreational and/or industrial/

fl ex user to capitalize on a retail location with fl ex pricing. Existing 
business in occupancy; please DO NOT DISTURB tenant; showings 
by appointment only. 

431 Nursery Rd., The Woodlands
• E�  cient fl oor plans from 724 - 1,455 S.F.
• Move-in ready.
• Excellent location, approximately ¼ mile west of Interstate 45, 1 

mile from the Hardy Toll Road and 1 block from The Woodlands.

BROWNSTONE OFFICE CONDO - FOR SALE OR FOR LEASE

PARKWOOD ONE - FOR LEASE

INDUSTRIAL FLEX BUILDING - FOR SALE OR FOR LEASE

PINES CROSSING - FOR LEASE

FEATURED PROPERTIES
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Proudly serving 

The Woodlands area 

with 24-hour ER care. 
We are always ready to handle your family’s 

emergency, imaging and lab needs. Our 

affiliated board-certified physicians have  

 cared for more than 60,000 patients, half  

of them children.

We offer shorter wait times through

ScheduleNow and consistently score in  

the 98th percentile for patient satisfaction.  

You can’t always predict what’s going to  

happen in life, but you can be prepared for it.

memorialhermann.org

9950 Woodlands Parkway

(near FM 2978, across from Walmart®)

281.719.3333

of

R

2015
Presented By Woodlands Online

60,000
PATIENTS

TRUSTED BY
MORE THAN
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Offer ends 6/21/15. New residential customers only. Not available in all areas. Requires subscription to Starter Double Play with Digital Starter TV and Performance Internet. Two-year term agreement required. Early termination 
fee applies. Equipment, installation, taxes and fees, including Broadcast TV Fee (up to $3.50/mo.), Regional Sports Fee (up to $1/mo.) and other applicable charges extra, and subject to change during and after the promo. After 
promotional period, or if any service is cancelled or downgraded, regular rates apply. Comcast’s service charge for Starter Double Play is $102.94-$129.94/mo. depending on area and other services subscribed to, for HBO® is 
$19.99/mo. and for Streampix® is $4.99/mo. Service limited to a single outlet. May not be combined with other offers. TV: Limited Basic service subscription required to receive other levels of service. Internet: Actual speeds vary 
and are not guaranteed. WiFi claim based on September and November 2014 studies by Allion Test Labs, Inc. Call for restrictions and complete details. © 2015 Comcast. All rights reserved. NPA166676-0003

Call 1-855-547-4398 or visit comcast.com today

Now with double  
the speed —  

up to 50 Mbps

HBO®  
included for  

1 year

Streampix® 
included for  

2 years
a month for 12 months

$7999
XFINITY TV & Internet

Uninterrupted quality time

The fastest, most reliable in-home WiFi
With XFINITY® Internet, you’ll get the fastest, most reliable in-home WiFi so everyone 
can get online and do more on their devices. Plus, you’ll enjoy reliably fast speeds, even 
during peak hours, so you can chat, surf, stream HD movies and shows and game online —  

all at the same time.

106486_NPA166676-0003 Lifestyle ad_9.1837x11.indd   1 5/22/15   11:22 AM
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FROM THE EDITOR
Summer is my favorite 

time of year, and The 
Woodlands during the 
summer is a great place 
to be. Oh, to be a kid 
again…

The Woodlands has 
always been a place where 
there is a lot to do. I have 
lived nearly my entire life 
in The Woodlands and 
feel as though I still have 

not done all there is to do here. There may be others 
out there like me wondering “What all is there to do in 
The Woodlands?”

That question was the inspiration that grew into a 
new interactive feature we are introducing this month: 
The Woodlands Bucket List. Our editorial team has 
selected a list of the activities we feel every Woodlands 

resident should check off his or her to-do list. 
Not only do we want local residents to get out and 

experience all there is to do in the area, but we also 
want you to share your experiences with us. Check 
out our guide on Page 62, and as you make your way 
through the list, be sure to take photos and share them 
on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. Use  
#TheWoodlandsBucketList on social media sites, and 
we could publish your photo in a future edition. 

Part of our role as a community newspaper is to 
encourage our readers to take action, whether by vis-
iting a locally owned business or restaurant, or getting 
out to vote or attending a public meeting. There is a lot 
going on out there. So get out and be a part of it.
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Turn on FOX 26 NEWS,  
download the MyFoxHouston app, 
log on to www.myfoxhouston.com for 
more local news with IMPACT.

  Looking for last month’s poll results?  
Visit communityimpact.com/wdl-poll.

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

Brian Walzel 
EDITOR

bwalzel@communityimpact.com

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL
How would you vote if Montgomery County 
proposed a new road bond this November 
that did not include an extension of 
Woodlands Parkway?

  For
  Against
  For, but not because of  

      Woodlands Parkway
 

  Against, but not  
      because of Woodlands  
      Parkway

  Unsure
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94 W. CRESTA BEND  •  $639,000

51 W. DOUBLE GREEN CIR.  •  $1,450,000

194 TORTOISE CREEK WAY  •  $320,000

18 KNIGHTS CROSSING  •  $540,000

10 CRYSTAL CANYON PL.  •  $649,000

8850 VAN ALLEN  •  $575,000

66 N. DULCET HOLLOW CIR.  •  $600,000
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®

®heritagetexas.com

936.447.9625

LOCAL ROOTS | GLOBAL REACH
THANKS TO OUR AFFILIATION with Leading Real Estate

Companies of the World® and Luxury Por tfolio International®, 

we can market your home around the globe.

10 PLAYER POND PL.  •  $2,450,000
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Providing Woodlands Area Companies with Commercial Real Estate Services for Over 19 Years  |  cypressbrook.com
Voted Best Commercial Real Estate Services Firm in The Woodlands

JIM COOPER
832.403.2870

jcooper@cypressbrook.com

Jim Cooper possesses a keen understanding 
of the marketplace and keeps a strong pulse 
on the community.  He works every day to 
leverage his client’s time through his efforts 
and diligence.  Contact Jim for your next 
commercial real estate venture.

“Jim gave outstanding service and we made 
a good friend during the process.”
         - Mike Kowalski  |  JKM Fisher Properties, Ltd. 
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free loaner cars. 281-292-1200.  
www.clearchoicetexas.com 

4  Desert Aire Portable AC opened 
March 1 at 8215 FM 1488, Ste. 
3D, Magnolia. The business rents 
portable air conditioning units and 
dehumidifiers. The units are used for 
events and for customers who need air 

Now Open

1  Pure Healthy Eatery opened a 
new location in Spring at 525 Sawdust 
Road, Ste. 106 in March. The restaurant 
serves health-conscious food options 
that feature organic, all-natural and 
hormone-free ingredients.  
832-299-6765.  
www.liveandeatpure.com 

2  Mercedes-Benz of The 
Woodlands opened in April at 16917 
I-45 S., The Woodlands. The luxury 
car dealership features a Mercedes 
showroom, service facility and a wide 
range of new and certified preowned 
Mercedes-Benz and Sprinter vehicles. 
936-235-2477.  
www.mbotw.com 

3  Clear Choice-Independent Lexus 
Woodlands opened at 24935 I-45 N., 
The Woodlands, on May 20. The new 
location is an expansion of the 10-year-
old dealership located in The Galleria. 
The business employs Lexus experts 
and factory-trained technicians which 
allows them to offer twice the warranty 
given at other dealerships as well as 
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Higher Standards Better Results

We believe that doing a great job for our clients starts with doing a great job for our agents.

We've created a unique and fun team atmosphere that has brought something great to The 
Woodlands marketplace.

If you're interested in being part of something exciting and fresh, let's have coffee and 
discuss your real estate career.

Jennifer Tautenhahn, Michelle Markel, Barbara May, Courtney Foster
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Compiled by Julie Butterfield, Abigail 
Loop and Brian Walzel

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com

conditioning while permanent units 
are under repair. 281-259-4978.
www.desertaireportable.com

5  The Cactus Flower Boutique owner 
Trisha Plagens opened Miss Daisy 
Mae’s in mid-March at 33420 Lago 
Vista Real St., Magnolia. The boutique 
sells children’s clothing, shoes and 
accessories ranging from infant sizes to 
size 12. 281-259-8827.  
www.facebook.com/MissDaisyMaes

6  SmartKage will open at Legends 
Sports, 602 Pruitt Road, The 
Woodlands, in June. SmartKage uses a 
system of lasers and sensors to test up 
to 75 metrics of baseball and softball 
skills, analyzing players. In addition 
to giving exact measurements, players 
are provided with an email containing 
their statistics that can be shared with 
college and professional teams.  
281-298-5700.  
www.thelegendssportscomplex.com

7  Anthology Lighting opened 
in May at 32411 FM 2978, Ste. 
A, Magnolia. The business offers 
fine lanterns, ceiling fans, lantern 
posts, table lamps, floor lamps and 
chandeliers. 281-298-5200.  
www.anthologylighting.com

8  American Prosperity Group-
Chris Sparks opened in March at 
25511 Budde Road, Ste. 2703, Spring. 
The business provides consultations 
to collect data and discuss ideas on 
retirement and estate planning for 
individuals, families, professionals and 
businesses. 281-466-2535.  
www.chrissparks1apg.com

9  Fisher Arnold: Engineering 
Integration opened in the Woodlands 
in May at 2219 Sawdust Road, Ste. 302. 
The engineering company is a provider 
of innovative and reliable engineering 

solutions for a range of municipal 
and industrial applications with an 
emphasis in the environmental, power, 
transportation, civil, land, wastewater 
and paper industries. 888-583-9724. 
www.fisherarnold.com

10  Best Weigh USA opened a new 
location at 719 Sawdust Road, Ste. 112, 
Spring, on May 30. The medical weight 
loss clinic uses ideal protein protocol to 
guide its clients to lose weight.  
832-270-8030.  
www.bestweighusa.com

11  The Joint...the chiropractic place 
has  opened its third Woodlands clinic 
at the Village of Creekside Park Village 
Green at 26400 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. 
A115. The Joint offers a new paradigm 
of wellness, integrating chiropractic 
services into the daily maintenance 
and improvement of one’s health and 
lifestyle by utilizing manual techniques 
to manipulate the spine. The clinic 
provides licensed chiropractors for 
patients of all ages. No appointments 
are necessary and walk-ins are 
welcome. 281-255-2440.  
www.thejoint.com

12  Sapporo Japanese Bistro Sushi 
and Bar opened in May in the former 
location of Mama Mia Italiana’s at 
304020 FM 2978, The Woodlands. 
The bistro serves sushi and other 
traditional Japanese dishes as well as 
steaks and seafood. 281-789-4445  
www.sapporohouston.com

Coming Soon

13  5-Point Credit Union will 
open a new location in June at 1021 
Sawdust Road, The Woodlands. The 
credit union offers banking services, 
including checking and savings 
accounts, credit cards and loans.  
800-825-8829. www.5pointcu.org 

14  Austrian-based Coffeshop 
Company is expecting to open its 
first U.S location at 26819 I-45 N., 
Spring, in June. The coffee shop 
offers a variety of coffee, tea and hot 
chocolate as well as cold and warm 
snacks and sweets.  
www.facebook.com/thewoodlandscsc

15  H-E-B will open June 17 at 29819 
W. Hawthorne Drive, Spring. H-E-B 
offers grocery items, such as fresh 
seafood, meats and freshly squeezed 
juices. The store features a bakery, meat 
and cheese trays and deli sandwiches. 
281-419-5701. www.heb.com

Anniversaries

16  Art Tribe celebrates one year 
of business at 26310 I-45 S., Spring, 
on June 15. The collectible-item 
store carries international artifacts, 
jewelry and art from places such as 
China and South America, including 
pre-Columbian-era art and Benin 
Bronzes from the 1800s.  
832-859-8071. www.arttribe.us 

In the News

The Friendship Center officially 
changed its name to Meals on Wheels 
Montgomery County in June. The 
center is still located at 1202 Callahan 
Ave. Conroe. The Meals on Wheels 
program provides seniors with home 
deliveries of nutritious, hot and frozen 
meals. In addition to the meals, 
homebound seniors also receive a visit 
by a volunteer. 936-756-5828.  
www.tfc-seniorservices.org

Closing

Brazilian Grain Coffee, located at 
8000 Research Forest Drive in the 
Alden Bridge Village Center, has 
closed.

Pure Healthy Eatery opened its second area 
restaurant in March at 525 Sawdust Road.
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Mercedes-Benz of The Woodlands opened in 
April at 16917 I-45 S., The Woodlands.
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Art Tribe, located at 263102 I-45 S.,   
celebrates its one-year anniversary June 15.
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Sapporo Japanese Bistro Sushi & Bar 
opened in May at 304020 FM 2978. 
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Like us on facebook

281-465-0700
www.woodlandsruggallery.com

MOVING SALE! 
RUGS ON SALE FROM  
20% - 70% OFF
HURRY IN FOR  

BEST SELECTION!
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Evergreen 
Circle

Circle, Ste. 200. The firm has a wide 
range of practice areas, including 
banking, corporate, real estate, probate 
and estate planning, environmental, 
employment, intellectual property 
commercial litigation and appeals 
among others. www.craincaton.com

Coming Soon
7  Lolli and Pops’ will open its 13th 

store this June. The store is located 
on the lower level of the Woodlands 
Mall, at 1201 Lake Woodlands Drive, 
The Woodlands, in Ste. 1180. The 
store carries confections from all over 
the world, including Madagascan 
chocolates, Spanish sourbelts and 
Japanese sodas.  
281-819-2700. www.lolliandpops.com 

8  Cureight by Hubbell & Hudson 
is a fine dining restaurant that will 
open at 24 Waterway Ave., Ste. 125, 
The Woodlands on June 18. The chef-
tasting concept room seats 25 and 
serves eight-course meals in addition 
to wine pairings, making it the first 
of its kind in the area. Cureight is 
open Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
evenings by reservation only.  
281-203-5641.  
www.hubbellandhudson.com 

Town Center 
 
Now Open
1  Del Frisco’s Grille opened 

its second Greater Houston area 
location at the end of May at 1900 
Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 500, The 
Woodlands. The restaurant offers 
modern American fare, along with 
fresh seafood and steaks.  
281-465-0300. delfriscosgrille.com

2  Escalante’s Fine Tex Mex and 
Tequila opened at the end of May at 
1900 Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 100, 
The Woodlands. The restaurant is the 
sixth Greater Houston area location 
and offers made-from-scratch Mexican 
food. 281-292-7800.  
www.escalantes.net

3  KB Kasuals, a women’s 
contemporary clothing boutique, 
recently opened a new location in The 

Woodlands at 1950 Hughes Landing 
Blvd., Ste. 1175, at the beginning of 
May. The boutique is privately owned 
by a local individual and sells high-end 
clothes and accessories for women that 
convey a California vibe. 281-782-1006. 
www.kbkasuals.com

4  Venetian Nail Salon opened a new 
location at 1950 Hughes Landing Blvd., 
Ste. 1100, The Woodlands on June 7. 
The salon offers manicures, pedicures, 
facials, body waxing, massages and 
eyelash extensions. The salon provides 
a relaxing environment that serves as a 
one-stop shop.  
281-769-3869. www.venetiansalon.com 

5  Community Bank of Texas opened 
in May at 1900 Research Forest Drive 
in The Woodlands, just east of Grogan’s 
Mill Road. The Woodlands location 
is the bank’s 37th branch in the state. 
Community Bank of Texas offers 
full-service banking to individuals and 
businesses and provides services for 
personal and business banking.  
832-325-2335.  
www.communitybankoftx.com

6  Crain, Caton & James law 
firm opened a new location in The 
Woodlands in May at 1095 Evergreen 

5

7
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World Affairs Council
Of Houston

JOIN THE CONVERSATION 
ON WORLD EVENTS

In these challenging times with 
so much going on in the world, 
it is more important than ever 
to stay active in our community 
and engaged with the world. 
Membership in the Council makes 
this easy and enjoyable. We bring 
you information, friendships, 
and an important connection 
to Houston's international 
community.

THE WOODLANDS SERIES

TIME:

Registration 6:30 p.m.
Program 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.

LOCATION:

To Be Determined 
Please Check Our Website:  
www.wachouston.org

REGISTRATION

713-522-7811
rsvp@wachouston.org
www.wachouston.org

AUGUST 31ST

 General Stanley McChrystal: ‘Team of Teams’
JUNE 29TH 

Conflict in Yemen: ‘The New Iran- Saudi Proxy War?’
JOIN US FOR THE 
WOODLANDS SERIES
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The Woodlands Hospital
Emergency Department
17200 St. Luke’s Way
The Woodlands, TX 77384
936-266-2000

When serious symptoms strike, you can count on us. 

Our emergency department is in the neighborhood, 

open 24/7 and is staffed by board-certified emergency 

physicians, emergency-trained nurses, licensed 

radiologists, and certified laboratory technologists 

who can handle a wide range of major medical 

emergencies. Make the critical decision to choose 

CHI St. Luke’s Health.

Learn what to do in an emergency at CHISL-ER.org.

Critical 
Moment.
Critical 
Decision.

Which Emergency Department  
will you trust when minutes count?

St. Luke’s W
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WESTLAND BUNKER
Datacenter/Office Space For Lease

550 - 554 Club Drive, Conroe
n Datacenter with multiple fiber providers
n 50-acre secure campus with 105,000 SF 
 existing office/disaster recovery building
n Amenities include swimming pool, conference 
 facility and employee lounge
 Contact: Blake Virgilio, CCIM
 281.664.6651

SPRING CYPRESS CORNER
Retail/Office Space For Lease

Southeast corner of Highway 249 at Spring Cypress

n Hard corner of Spring Cypress & Highway 249
n 12,275 SF multi-tenant building
n In rapidly growing high income and affluent area
n Shadow anchored by Sprouts Farmers Market  

 Contact: Blake Virgilio, CCIM
 281.664.6651

5512 CLARA
Warehouse/Manufacturing Facility For Sublease

5512 Clara, Houston
n 56,000 SF warehouse/manufacturing space 
 (4,000 SF of office)
n 3 separate bays with 27’ hook heights 
 & multiple cranes
n Excellent access to Beltway 8, Hwy 290, 
 Hwy 249 and I-10
 Contact: Ron Roberson, CCIM, SIOR
 281.664.6640

|    CaldwellCos.com    |    

From extensive local experience and unmatched expertise to unwavering dedication, 
count on Caldwell Companies for all your brokerage needs.

OFFICE

RETAIL

INDUSTRIAL

LAND

4.85 ACRES FOR SALE –
UP TO 23.38 ACRES AVAILABLE

I-45 at Spring Stuebner 

n Hard corner of I-45 & Spring Stuebner 
n Across from Springwoods Village,
 a 1,800-acre master planned community
n 1 mile south of ExxonMobil campus, 1/2 mile 
 south of Southwestern Energy’s new campus 
 & 1/2 mile south of the new Grand Parkway
 Contact: Mark Terpstra
 281.664.6634

CALDWELL CORNERS THE MARKET  
 ON EXCEPTIONAL OPPORTUNITIES.

HOUSTON     |     THE WOODLANDS     |     COLLEGE STATION

713.690.0000

070-373 CommImpact Ad June 9.1837x11.25 MECH.indd   1 6/1/15   3:18 PM
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Funding sources: WMPID, 
Montgomery County

7    Grand Parkway
The project in its entirety is a 180-
mile loop around Houston, with two 
lanes in each direction and 
intermittent feeder roads. 
Segments F-1, F-2 and G are under 
construction with F-1 connecting 
Hwy. 290 to Hwy. 249, Segment F-2 
running from Hwy. 240 to I-45 and 
Segment G running from I-45 to Hwy. 
59. Zachry-Odebrect is constructing 
the 38-mile section.

Timeline: March 2013-late 2015
Cost: $1.2 billion
Funding source: TxDOT

8   FM 2978 widening
The widening of FM 2978 from four lanes 
to six lanes includes adding two lanes, 
on in each direction from FM 1488 to 
Conroe-Hufsmith Road. The project has 
a let date in October and is expected 
to start construction around the end of 
2015. Once construction begins, the 
project is expected to be complete in 
three years.

Timeline: late 2015-late 2018
Cost: $20 million
Funding sources: TxDOT, Federal 
Highway Administration

9   Robinson Road realignment
The city of Oak Ridge North is partnering 
with Montgomery County for the 
engineering and reconstruction of 
Robinson Road between I-45 and Hanna 
Road. Phase 1 of the engineering design 
has been completed, which consists 
of a new road alignment, intersection 
changes and construction in an existing 
right of way. The project is on hold after 
the proposed Montgomery County road 
bond did not meet voter approval in May. 
The project could be included on a future 
bond proposal. 

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $8 million
Funding sources: TBD
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Timeline: TBD
Cost: $5.4 million
Funding sources: Harris County, 
Montgomery County, WRUD

6   Honea Egypt Road widening
The project will widen the road from 
two to four lanes with a center turn 
lane from the intersection of FM 2978 
and FM 1488 to the intersection of 
Ranch Lake and Sendera Ranch 
drives. 

The Westwood Magnolia Parkway 
Improvement District issued a notice 
to proceed on the project to its 
contractor May 6. The widening was 
scheduled to begin in February but 
was delayed due to construction of 
the San Jacinto River Authority water 
lines by the road.

Timeline: early May-November 
Cost: $3.8 million 

1   Gosling Road widening
The widening of Gosling Road from four 
lanes to six lanes from West Rayford 
Road to Creekside Forest Drive is in the 
study phase. The engineering study will 
establish the roadway’s lane allocation 
and alignment along with the appropriate 
drainage systems. The project has been 
temporarily halted since funds for its 
bridge were to be allocated from the 
Montgomery County road bond, which 
voters turned down May 9.  

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $5.2 million
Funding sources: The Woodlands 
Road Utility District No. 1, Montgomery 
County, Harris County

2   Gosling Road bridge
The widening of Gosling Road includes a 
new bridge over the Spring Creek. The 
WRUD is designing the project, and 
Montgomery and Harris counties are 
funding the bridge’s construction. The 
project will be put out to bid once the 
project’s development is complete and 
construction funds are identified.

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $7 million
Funding sources: WRUD, Montgomery 
County, Harris County

3   I-45 HOV lane extension
The I-45 high-occupancy vehicle lane 
extension project will add two managed 
lanes in each direction along I-45 from 

the Harris/Montgomery county line to 
Loop 336 in Conroe. The project is under 
a 90-day delay clause that ends on July 
15. The project, once started, will last 
about six months, according to the Texas 
Department of Transportation. SCR 
Construction Co. Inc. was appointed 
by TxDOT to head construction. 

Timeline: TBD
Cost:  $2.6 million
Funding source: TxDOT

4   Kuykendahl Road extension
The half-mile extension of Kuykendahl 
Road from Alden Bridge Drive to 
Crownridge Drive is complete and open 
to traffic. The extension completes a 
missing segment of Kuykendahl in The 
Woodlands. 

Timeline: Extension open to traffic
Cost: $3.1 million
Funding source: TxDOT

5   Kuykendahl Road widening
The design for the Kuykendahl bridge is 
90 percent complete, and the road 
widening design from Woodlands 
Parkway to Augusta Pines is 100 percent 
complete. The WRUD is working with 
Harris and Montgomery counties to 
support the studies for the project 
as well as provide approval for the 
construction design. A target bid date 
is set for August 2016 with construction 
beginning in late September 2016.

FUTURE GRAND PARKWAY
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On schedule

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.comCompiled by Julie Butterfield, Abigail Loop and Brian Walzel
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Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated 

Are you on the move? 

Call us today to sell your home! 

Our agents are uniquely certified and 
trained to assist in relocating you or 

your loved ones 

#1 Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS®  
office nationwide!

www.cbunited.com/thewoodlands

281.363.2500
Our agents are uniquely certified and 

trained to assist in relocating 
you or your loved ones

Looking for the #1 brokerage to help you sell your home?

Contact us today!

Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated 

Are you on the move? 

Call us today to sell your home! 

Our agents are uniquely certified and 
trained to assist in relocating you or 

your loved ones 

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC



The Woodlands Edition • June 2015 15

Great Harvest Bread Company

Woodlands Pkwy. 

Lake Woodlands Dr. 
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Loaves of freshly made bread line the rack behind the register at Great Harvest Bread Company.
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Great Harvest  
Bread Company
Bakery offers house made bread, pastries 

T he bakers at Great Harvest 
Bread Company wake up at 4 
a.m. each day to start rolling 

out bread dough that was prepared the 
night before.

First opened in The Woodlands 
nearly 15 years ago by original owners 
Marty and Deb Fox, the bakery has con-
sistently offered customers a variety of 
breads, pastries and sweets with its own 
milled flour and homemade recipes.

Roberto Biassi, the current manager 
and owner, said the bakery is still pro-
viding the same fresh products while 
offering more variety than in the past.

“We haven’t changed anything 
from how the original owners had it, 
we’ve just made additions,” Biassi said. 
“Besides just making bread, we also 
offer coffees and have made a dining 
area available with chairs and tables.”

Biassi, who runs the bakery with his 
wife, took on the role of manager and 
owner in 2013. 

He said the bakery in the Village of 
Sterling Ridge is loyal to what Great 
Harvest customers enjoy, but some of 
the products he carries come specifi-
cally from his background.

“I’m from Argentina, and so I’ve 
brought empanadas and other South 
American products to the menu,” he 
said. “We still keep the same philoso-
phy of making everything fresh here 
and keeping the same products, but 
we’re open to try new things.”

The bakery offers several breads 
baked daily, including honey whole 
wheat, nine grain and white chocolate 
swirl, which Biassi said is a customer 
favorite. 

The honey whole wheat bread features 
locally produced honey from Spring.

Fresh made bakery items are avail-
able as well, including muffins, scones 
and cookies.

Fridays are known as 
“Free Cookie Fridays,” 
where customers can 
receive a free cookie 
when they visit the bakery.

“We have sweet stuff, we 
have salty stuff, everything is 
fresh right here,” Biassi said. 
“We have good service, 
and we make stuff to 
make the customers 
happy.”

BUSINESS

6700 Woodlands Parkway, Ste. 220,  
The Woodlands  
281-292-4417
thewoodlandstx.greatharvestbread.com
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 7 a.m.-7 p.m.,  
Sun. 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

A sampling board is offered to customers 
before choosing bread or pastries.

Besides bread and pastries, the bakery offers 
a variety of muffins and scones.

Employees roll out slabs of dough to shape 
and then bake the breads.

 Flour and berries are milled together on site to 
be mixed and baked the following day.

By Abigail Loop

Customer favorites
• White chocolate swirl 

bread-$6.75
• Honey whole wheat bread-$4.50

Argentine products
• Empanadas Argentinas-$2.50  

(beef, chicken, spinach and tuna)
• Sandwiches de miga-$8.50 

(Argentine-style panninis)
• Facturas Argentinas (Argen-

tine-style pastries)- Prices 
subject to change

 
Making ‘Great’ bread
• Mill the flour overnight
• Mix flour and let sit for two hours
• After two hours, shape the flour
• Let the flour rise for 30-40 

minutes
• Bake for certain time depending 

on size and quantity of mixture 

Protect your world
Auto • Home • Life • Retirement

5515 Louetta Rd., Suite B
Spring
stevenjtoman@allstate.com

One agent for all your insurance needs.

Steven Toman
281-376-7331

13
84

01

Call me today to discuss your options.
Some people think Allstate only protects your car. Truth is, Allstate can also protect your home 
or apartment, your boat, motorcycle - even your retirement and your life. And the more of your 
world you put in Good Hands®, the more you can save.

Insurance subject to terms, qualifications and availability.  Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Insurance Co., Allstate Texas 
Lloyd’s, Allstate Indemnity Co., Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co. Life insurance and annuities issued by Lincoln Benefit Life Company, Lincoln, NE, Allstate Life Insurance 
Company, Northbrook, IL.  In New York, Allstate Life Insurance Company of New York, Hauppauge, NY. Northbrook, IL. © 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.
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Zulee’s owner Danny McClung said he expects rapid expansion in the custom invitation center. 
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Zulee’s 
Market Street store offers custom gifts

Danny McClung, owner of 
Zulee’s in The Woodlands, 
runs his business by gut 

instinct—regarding people, products 
and employees. The store’s success 
is rooted in the personal nature in 
which McClung runs his gift and 
stationery shop. 

When customers walk into the 
Market Street gift store they will find 
an array of customizable gifts stocked 
on the shelves. In the back of the 
store, employees often greet brides at 
the invitation center, which is quickly 
becoming the lifeblood of the busi-
ness, McClung said.

The invitation center is a fully cus-
tomizable, from wedding to birthday 
party invitations, and team members 
can assist customers with any need.

McClung stocks his store differ-
ently than other businesses might. 
The customized gifts, bags, candles, 
invitations and baby items that adorn 
the store’s shelves are not chosen by 

a large distributor but rather by the 
employees of the store.

“If one of the ladies who work 
at my store recommend [stocking] 
a product on the floor, we try it,” 
McClung said. “If it works, it works. 
If it doesn’t, we try something else.” 

A former homebuilder, McClung 
first started a Bath Junkie franchise 
as an investment project. When he 

found himself unsatisfied with the 
profit, he changed the direction of his 
vision. Zulee’s came to fruition from 
ideas his employees pitched to him, 
including its name.

“The store is named after one of my 

BUSINESS

By Chantel Green

former employee’s dogs,” McClung said. 
That easy approach is how McClung 

continues to run his gift and stationary 
shop.  

McClung attributes the success of 
Zulee’s to his nontraditional business 
practices and a family-oriented team. 
He refers to his team members as 
“the girls” and said he takes time to 
invest in their personal lives as well. 
He said he relies on passion rather 
than experience when choosing team 
members to work at the store.

“I trust my gut,” he said. “I don’t 
hire anyone without first letting them 
come in and hang out with the girls 
for a day.”

The gift shop and invitation 
specialty store does not operate in 
the way a big-box chain would—but 
works to be as personal as the prod-
ucts it offers,he said. 

The store’s employees work to 
provide the best customer service 
to their customers while delivering 
the highest quality products as well, 

“I’ll watch them walk into 
Zulee’s as though it’s a 
routine stop. It is pretty 
great to be a regular stop 
along Market Street.” 

—Danny McClung, Zulee’s owner

Strong in Knowledge.
Strong in Results.

Call today to set up an initial con-

sultation.

Commercial Litigation

•  Entity Selection and Formation

•  Entity Operation and Dissolution

•  General Business Contracts

•  Employment and Independent 
Contractor Agreements

•  Mergers, Sales and Acquisitions

•  Commercial Lending

Real Estate Oil, Gas & Energy Business LawEstate Planning & Probate

Center: Bret Strong, attorney, managing shareholder;
attorneys Adam Looney, Royce Lanning, Wendy Lambie, Eric R. Thiergood, Sr., Kyla Wilder, Brian Albert

Two Hughes Landing •  1790 Hughes Landing Boulevard  •  Suite 200 
The Woodlands, TX 77380  •  281.367.1222  •  www.thestrongfirm.com

Call today to set up an initial consultation. of

R

2015
Presented By Woodlands Online

Strong CI 9.1837x5.5416_Layout 1  5/14/15  4:33 PM  Page 1
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Zulee’s 
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Lake Robbins Dr. 

Zulee’s team members assist with inventory and offer sales floor product suggestions.
In addition to its growing invitation business, 
Zulee’s offers customizable gifts.

Zulee’s creates customized invitations for 
weddings and special occasions. 

9595 Six Pines Drive, The Woodlands 
281-419-0773   
www.zulees.com
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-8 p.m.,  
Sun. noon-6 p.m.

Discover Zulee’s 
• The store is named after the dog of a 

former employee.
• Zulee’s does not use a buyer but rather 

accepts input from employees to stock 
its shelves.

• Nora Fleming, which features platters 
and decorative items, is the best-selling 
line at Zulee’s. 

• Zulee’s offers a rubber-stamping  
machine, which allows customers to walk 
out with their personalized designs on 
the same day they place their order.

• The store is able to customize most of 
the products it sells.

• Zulee’s sells stationery produced by 
Crane and Co., which has been making 
stationary since 1801. Crane and Co. sta-
tionery is made with 100 percent cotton 
fibers.

McClung said.
McClung quit his previous job 

to pursue his business interests in 
retail, which ultimately resulted in 
opening Zulee’s. However, that was 
not McClung’s original plan.

“I looked at all the people and 
customers I built lasting relationships 
with and thought, ‘What if I gave 
this up and regret it?’ I didn’t want 
to look back and regret not spending 
my days at Zulee’s, so here I am,” 

McClung said.
When McClung is able to get some 

down time to himself, he said he 
will often stroll along Market Street 
and watch the center’s shoppers who 
drop into his store as they make their 
away around the outdoor shopping 
district.

“I’ll watch them walk into Zulee’s 
as though it’s a routine stop,” he said. 
“It is pretty great to be a regular stop 
along Market Street.” 

SET UP CAMP
A N  U R B A N  E X PE R I E N C E

A R R I V I N G  2 0 1 6
I-4 5 at L o op 33 6   u  Con roe ,  T e x a s   u  Gr a n d Ce n t r a l Pa r k T X .c om

A  J o h n s o n  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o m m u n i t y

Tour Grand Central Park on the second Saturday of July
& August. Next tour is July 11. Space is limited and

RSVP required. Register today at GrandCentralParkTX.com.

GCPCO-043 CommImpact June 9.1837x5.5416 MECH.indd   1 6/1/15   4:35 PM
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Manager Ron Gleason (left) and owner Terry McBurney stand in front of an 
artistic Woodlands design McBurney crafted for the restaurant.
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The Republic Grille 
Panther Creek eatery adopts Woodlands’ history

T erry McBurney has 
been around restau-
rants his entire life 

and has seen how they can 
fail. McBurney said he has 
channeled everything he 
believes will lead to success 
into the concept of his restau-
rant, The Republic Grille, 
which he calls Texas cuisine 
with a Southern twist. 

“I cut my teeth in the 
restaurant business in Moscow 
in the mid-90s,” McBurney 
said. “I figured if I could run 
a restaurant with the [Rus-
sian] mafia looking over my 
shoulder, opening a restaurant 
in The Woodlands, Texas, is a 
piece of cake.” 

The Republic Grille cel-
ebrated its one-year anni-
versary May 12. McBurney 
said his goal was to develop 
a neighborhood restaurant 

with a community feel.
“The restaurant is all about 

The Woodlands and the vision 
put forth by George Mitchell,” 
McBurney said. “Along with 
that, we happened to hit a 
home run with our food.” 

Manager Ron Gleason said 
he has a simple goal of making 
people happy through food. 

“There’s a saying that you 
make people happy through 
their stomachs,” Gleason said. 
“That’s what I like to do.”

Friends McBurney and 
Gleason paired professionally 
in January 2014 while Gleason 
was working at a sports bar in 
The Woodlands. McBurney 
said he felt Gleason’s overall 
restaurant experience would 
be a great fit with the con-
cept of The Republic Grille. 
Gleason was planning to leave 
the sports bar and McBurney 

made him an offer.
“He and I had conversa-

tions [about] what he wanted 
to do and what he wanted to 
get involved with,” Gleason 
said. “I left the sports bar on 
a Friday and got a call from 
Terry on Saturday. Our paths 
crossed, and we’re not look-
ing back.” 

McBurney said the restau-
rant’s menu is determined by 
what he believes was lacking 
in The Woodlands culinary 
scene: comfort food with a 
healthy twist.

“We don’t just serve 
potatoes and french fries,” 
McBurney said. “All of 
our sides are unique reci-
pes, from our sweet potato 
cakes—glazed with brown 
sugar—to our bacon jalapeno 
macaroni and cheese.”

The chicken-fried steak, 

DINING

By Julie Butterfield

which features a recipe Glea-
son invented, is a top seller at 
the restaurant. Accordingly, he 
calls it “liquid gold.” Neither 
McBurney nor Gleason will 
reveal the ingredients. It is the 

same with the restaurant’s red 
beans and rice. 

“Everybody has their own 
spin on red beans and rice, 
and this recipe [Gleason has] 
had forever,” McBurney said. 

Andrew Whitacre
Managing Partner

Matt Johnson
Managing Partner

NOVI HOME BUILDERS
Carlton Woods Creekside

10 Berkley Hall
5,564 sq. ft. - $1,695,000

JEFF PAUL CUSTOM HOMES
Carlton Woods Creekside

23 N. Fazio Way
8,396 sq. ft. - $2,995,000

To make an appointment 

with one of our real estate 

experts call 281-681-1945.

WJ S R E A LT YG R O U P.C O M

T H E  W O O D L A N D S  P R E M I E R  R E A L  E S TAT E  T E A M

TIPLER DESIGN & BUILD
Carlton Woods Creekside
14 Badger Lodge Circle

6,500 sq. ft. - $2,295,000
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Republic Grille

Gosling Rd. W
oodlands Pkw

y

Kitchen Manager Andrew Williams delivers The Grogan—one of the  
restaurant’s top-selling salads.

Server Leslie Tosold writes the day’s specials on Friday, mahi-mahi day.

4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, 
Ste. 490, The Woodlands
281-719-5895
www.therepublicgrille.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10 
p.m., Fri.-Sat 11 a.m.-11 p.m., 
Sun. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.

CHICKEN- 
FRIED STEAK

 
Southern style  

hand-battered cutlet with 
cream gravy ($16 large, 

$12 small)

CHICKEN 
WOODLANDS

grilled chicken breast 
with goat cheese,  

sun-dried tomatoes, 
lemon basil sauce ($15)

 
THE GROGAN

grilled chicken, pecan 
smoke bacon, avocado, 

tomatoes, shredded 
cheese, corn tortilla 

chips ($12)

REPUBLIC  
BURGER

certified Angus beef, 
American, Swiss, 

provolone, cheddar or 
blue cheese ($11)

TRG TOP CHOP
 

double cut steak glazed  
with maple syrup and 

Creole  
mustard ($21)

MONDAY: 
red beans and rice

TUESDAY:  
tortilla soup

WEDNESDAY:  
liver and onions

THURSDAY: St. Louis-style 
baby back ribs

FRIDAY: mahi-mahi with 
mango pineapple salsa

“Every recipe we have is syn-
onymous with Republic Grille. 
Everything is unique, created 
from scratch.” 

McBurney said he is 
planning to open a second 

Republic Grille in Montgom-
ery County in December and 
looks to launch a breakfast and 
lunch concept he calls Toast 
Kitchen, which will open in 
February 2016.

TOP SELLERS

WEEKDAY  
OFF-MENU 
SPECIALS

“Who would have ever thought my 
abdominal pain was a heart attack? 
My family took me to a local hospital 
emergency room where I was told it 
would be a four hour wait. My 
daughters told me about Parkway ER 
at Creekside. As soon as we arrived, I 
was immediately taken to the room. I 
was evaluated and treated by Dr. 
Kukkalli. I was actually having a heart 
attack and was transferred to a local 
hospital for an immediate cardiac 
catheterization. Thank you Parkway 
ER for saving my life!” 

-Patient Testimonial from E.G.

“My daughter fell and hurt her shoulder. 
We did not want to wait hours for her 
to be seen. A friend had told me about 
Parkway ER Creekside. When we 
arrived, we were greeted by Dr. Davis at 
the door. My daughter was taken 
straight back to a room, medicated for 
her pain, and x-rays were taken. She 
had a broken shoulder and was placed 
in a shoulder immobilizer. Dr. Davis set 
up an appointment for the next day 
with the orthopedist. It was a 
wonderful experience with no wait. 
After going to Parkway ER, I wouldn’t 
go anywhere else!”

-Patient Testimonial from L.D.

“After going to Parkway ER, 
 I wouldn’t go anywhere else!”

“Thank you Parkway ER
 for saving my life!”

IN-NETWORK*, IN QUICK, OUT FAST.

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION
832.761.7894  |  parkwayER.com  |  info@parkwayER.com  |  25450 Kuykendahl, Suite 300  |  Tomball, TX 77375

Second location coming to HEB Harmony Shopping Complex Summer 2015

*We are an In-Network emergency health care provider with Multiplan and America Choice Provider Network which includes most United Health Care, Cigna, Aetna, and Humana 
participating plans. Texas state law requires all insurance providers to pay "in-network" rates regardless of status. We also o�er a�ordable pay plans for our services.

2 minutes south 
of HEB Creekside 

between 
Woodforest Bank 

and Stripes
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Hwy. 242 direct connectors open, 
tolls soon to be collected
By Brian Walzel 

Two years after construction began, 
two direct connectors at Hwy. 242 and 
I-45 are open to traffic. The roadways 
opened May 11 and, to this point, have 
been free for drivers to use. Beginning 
in early July, tolls that were planned 
for the overpasses will begin to be 
assessed.

“Tolling operations will start 
collecting tolls on July 6,” said Jennie 
Taraborelli, transportation manager 
for PTP Transportation. 

Drivers will pay 50 cents to travel 
each of the direct connectors, one 
from northbound I-45 to westbound 
Hwy. 242, and the other westbound 
Hwy. 242 to southbound I-45.

The Montgomery County Toll Road 
Authority, which is composed of the 
four county commissioners, estab-
lished the toll rates at its June 1 meet-
ing. Although the MCTRA set the fees 
and will collect the funds generated 
from the direct connectors, the Harris 

County Toll Road Authority is manag-
ing the toll equipment, County Judge 
Craig Doyal said.

The flyovers will be accessible only to 
drivers with toll tags, rather than being 
operated by cash- or coin-operated 
booths. Drivers with EZTag, TxTag or 
TollTag will have access to the flyovers, 
according to PTP Transportation.

PTP Transportation is working 
to better synchronize traffic signals 
along Hwy. 242, particularly those 
near Lone Star College-Montgomery, 
to better improve the flow of traffic, 
Taraborelli said. 

“We want the public to use them for 
a couple of months for free while we 
tinker with the stoplights,” she said. 
“But we’re seeing an improvement 
in the synchronization in lights on 
[Hwy.] 242. The lights weren’t synched 
quite as well.”

PTP Transportation conducted 
traffic counts in a 24-hour timeframe 
on both direct connectors May 26. 
The northbound connector had 5,302 
drivers during that period, while the 
westbound to southbound connector 
had 9,166 vehicles travel on it, accord-
ing to PTP.

However those numbers were likely 
lower than expected, Taraborelli said, 
because heavy rains affected drivers 
and roadways in Montgomery and 
Harris counties the week the counts 
were collected.

Still, Taraborelli said the traffic num-
bers were what PTP expected to see.

“We always hoped that the west-
bound to southbound [connector] 
would be heavily used because 
[drivers] are going at a current speed 
and take the connector and merge 
onto I-45 at current speed, so it is 

TRANSPORTATION

The $34 million Hwy. 242 direct connectors opened to traffic May 11. Tolls for the flyovers will 
begin being collected July 6.
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particularly a time-saver,” she said.
The early traffic counts revealed the 

direct connectors were handling about 
50 percent of their total capacity, 
Taraborelli said. She said she expected 
traffic, at least on the westbound con-
nector, to increase once classes resume 
at LSC-Montgomery.

“Every day the usage is picking up,” 
she said. “We’re noticing every day 
more and more people use it.”

The $34 million Hwy. 242 direct 
connect project was part of a $125 
million bond project approved by 

county voters in 2005. The flyovers 
were part of a “pass-through” funding 
mechanism in which Montgomery 
County funded the construction proj-
ects through bonds, but would later 
be reimbursed by the state for some of 
the projects. 

Money generated from the tolls 
will be used to pay the county’s debt 
service, operation and maintenance 
on the connectors. Once that debt 
service is paid, the toll funds could 
be used to pay for other mobility 
projects, Doyal said.

“We always hoped 
that the westbound to 
southbound [connector] 
would be heavily used 
because [drivers] are 
going at a current speed 
and take the connector 
and merge onto I-45 
at current speed, so it 
is particularly a time-
saver.”

—Jennie Taraborelli, transportation manager, 
PTP Transportation 

242

Hwy. 242/I-45 DIRECT CONNECTORS
The Hwy. 242 direct connectors at I-45 opened to traffic 
May 11. The flyovers were constructed to help ease traffic 
congestion at the Hwy. 242/I-45 intersection.

The flyovers were part of the 2005 Montgomery County road 
bond election. The direct connectors were paid for as part 
of a “pass-through” funding mechanism in which the county 
received bond money to build the roads but will be paid back by 
the state and through toll revenue.

• Project cost: $34 million
• Funding sources: Montgomery County, Texas Department of 

Transportation
• Timeline: March 2013-June 2015
• Toll: $0.50 (6 a.m.-8 p.m.), $0.25 (8 p.m.-6 a.m.)

 

242

45

IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 17 YEARS.

www.northsidelexus.com
17925 North Freeway
Houston, TX 77090

281-569-3300

For our Neighbors in 
The Woodlands.

Present this coupon at the time of sale for an extra 
$500 torwards the purchase/lease of a new or 

preowned Lexus vehicle. Must be selected from 
dealer stock. Only one coupon per customer. 

Offer expires 8/31/15.

$50000
ADDITIONAL

NX200t

Source: Montgomery County/Community Impact Newspaper
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YOUR BACK OR NECK PAIN 
IS UNIQUE TO YOU.  
SHOULDN’T YOUR 
TREATMENT BE, TOO?

At Houston Methodist, our team of world-class specialists uses 

leading-edge imaging, surgical and rehabilitative technologies to 

diagnose and treat your back and neck pain. Our comprehensive 

approach delivers an individualized treatment plan using proven, 

best-in-class methods. Whether your pain is new or decades 

old, we have the technology and expertise to help you rebuild 

strength and lead you on your personal journey to living  

a pain-free life.

For more information or to schedule an appointment at  

one of our locations, visit houstonmethodist.org or  

call 713.790.3333.

• Central – Texas Medical Center 
• East – San Jacinto 
• Northwest – Willowbrook 
• Southeast – St. John 

• Southwest – Sugar Land 
• West – Katy 
• North – The Woodlands    
 (opening in 2017)

REV_HMTW_CommImpact_Spine_ad.indd   1 5/29/15   12:47 PM
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Official: Rail corridors, station stops too soon to call
By Julie Butterfield

Any discussion about station stops 
and corridors included or removed for 
consideration for the proposed Hous-
ton-to-Dallas high-speed rail is prema-
ture, according to a spokesperson with 
the Federal Railroad Administration.

Michael Cole, a public affairs special-
ist with the FRA, said that while no 
corridors have been selected, no routes 
have been removed for consideration, 
either. That includes a route along I-45, 
he said.  

“The FRA’s responsibility here is to 
make certain that the project meets 
all the federal regulations,” Cole said. 
“That being said, we work through the 
process one step at a time.” 

A draft of an Environmental Impact 
Statement, issued by the FRA, needs 
to be published before alignments and 
stops are selected for consideration, 
Cole said. An EIS is required by the 
National Environmental Protection 
Act to analyze the environmental effect 
of projects like high-speed rail. 

“All of the corridors are still a part of 
the proposal until we publish the DEIS, 
which will identify those corridors that 
will be part of the evaluation in the 
EIS,” he said.

In April, Texas Central Railway 
President Robert Eckels said a Hock-
ley station near Hempstead Highway 
might be considered as a possible 
station stop. TCR is a private company 
that is responsible for bringing a high-
speed rail system to Texas.

“There were public comments in 

the [planning] process suggesting 
a Hockley station,” Eckels said. “[A 
Hockley station] would make a good 
future addition to the system, but it is 
not currently in the plan. We have not 
moved that far yet.” 

In regard to potential corridors for 
the rail line, Eckels said TCR plans to 
submit to the FRA alternative align-
ments along a utility corridor near 
Hwy. 290. 

“One of our challenges is finding the 
stations that work for the economics 
of the project today while planning for 
the growth of the future to meet future 
demand and serve markets along that 
route,” Eckels said.

Eckels said it will be at least several 
months before a DEIS is released. 

The FRA is in the early stages of 
the high-speed rail project process, 
which includes waiting for TCR’s 
proposal, Cole said. The FRA’s area of 

responsibility requires the agency to 
conduct the environmental reviews set 
forth by the National Environmental 
Policy Act, or NEPA

“The scoping is the very beginning 
of that environmental review process,” 
Cole said. “The very first step is to 
come to an understanding on what the 
project encompasses.”

He said the process of reviewing the 
high-speed rail project is complex. 

“FRA is the lead federal agency for 
the [NEPA] review process for the Texas 
Central Railroad-proposed project, and 
we are in the very early stages of that 
review process,” Cole said. 

Once the DEIS is issued, a public 
comment period will be held, which 
will include input from residents, 
affected school districts, counties and 
business owners, Cole said. The FRA 
does not offer a time frame. 

“We hesitate to do that because 
every one of these projects is incredi-
bly unique,” Cole said. “Our task is to 
make sure we apply the NEPA [stan-
dards] properly. And public input has a 
great deal to do with that timeline. We 
receive an incredible amount of infor-
mation through the scoping process.” 

The corridors in consideration for 
the high-speed rail project will be 
made public once the DEIS is pub-
lished. 

“When we put the DEIS on the 
street, it will lay out the corridors, take 
us further into the environmental 
process, and of those that aren’t in, [the 
report] will say why,” Cole said.

TRANSPORTATION

Texas Central Railway is proposing a Houston-to-Dallas high-speed rail project that would utilize the N700 bullet train used in Japan.
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“One of our challenges is 
finding the stations that 
work for the economics 
of the project today 
while planning for the 
growth of the future to 
meet future demand and 
serve markets along that 
route.”

—Robert Eckels, Texas Central Railway 
president

Changing the way 
patients experience 

emergency care.
Priority Emergency Room 

has the same services 
from the same doctors in a 

fraction of the time!

832.299.2500  
PriorityER.com

3759 FM 1488 and Kuykendahl
(behind CVS)

The Woodlands, TX 77384

Priority ER voted 
as a top ER in 
“Best of The 
Woodlands”
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#TheWoodlandsBucketList Get O
ut

Be seen in Community Impact Newspaper 
Check off items on our Woodlands Bucket List and 
tag your photos with #TheWoodlandsBucketList.
You could end up in a future edition.

 Go on a tour

Get moving, get smart and rock out.

By David Pollan and Matt Stephens 
Facing a $5 billion transportation 

deficit, the Legislature approved a bill 
this session that will be the largest 
transportation funding increase in 
Texas history if approved by voters in 
November. 

The bill—Senate Joint Resolution 
5— would amend the constitution to 
dedicate $2.5 billion of  general sales 
tax to the State Highway Fund begin-
ning in 2018.  It would also provide 35 
percent of motor  
vehicle sales tax revenue after the first  
$5 billion beginning in 2020. 

Transportation funding from motor 
vehicle sales tax revenue is expected to 
be about $500 million to $600 million 
in 2020, said Scott Haywood, presi-
dent of Move Texas Forward. 

The funding mechanisms of the 
bill have strings attached to them in 
the event of a downturn in the state 
economy. The dedication of funds from 
general sales tax could be halted if sales 
tax revenue comes in lower than $28 
billion in a fiscal year. However, the 
state is above those numbers and is not 
expected to fall that far, Haywood said. 

SJR 5 was signed by filed with 
the Secretary of State’s office June 
1. Because the bill aims to amend 

SHF and split any remaining revenue 
between the two, Haywood said. 

House Bill 13 proposed an alterna-
tive sales tax revenue solution. The 
bill, authored by State Rep. Joe Pickett, 
D-El Paso, suggested dedicating the 
first $3 billion of general sales tax 
revenue to the SHF in addition to 2 
percent of the remainder of sales tax 
revenue. 

Both bills received nearly unani-
mous bipartisan support and were 
approved by their respective cham-
bers. However, with two different 
visions to achieve the same goal, 
Haywood said the House and Senate 
each sent five members to a conference 
committee to hash out the legislation 
and come up with one bill that satis-
fied both chambers. The result was a 
compromise of both bills that was still 
dubbed SJR 5. 

“I think [the bill] is definitely a 
win-win, and more importantly, it is 
a win for the state,” Haywood said. 
“The governor and speaker of both 
chambers can walk away and feel 
good about this. They put substantial 
revenue into transportation without 
raising taxes or fees.”

State Rep. Patricia Harless, 
R-Spring, served on the joint com-
mittee for SJR 5 and on the House 
Transportation Committee this 
session. Harless said she was pleased 
with work done this session to fund 
transportation. 

IN THE SAME 
TIME HIGHWAY 
CAPACITY HAS  
INCREASED 
19%

HIGHWAY USE  
IN TEXAS HAS  
INCREASED 
238%
IN THE LAST

4
DECADES

TEXAS NEEDS AN 
ADDITIONAL 

$5 BILLION 
TO KEEP UP WITH CURRENT  
TRANSPORTATION DEMANDS

TEXAS-SIZED TRAFFIC

SJR 5 could provide more than $3 billion a year to State Highway Fund in 2018

Legislature spends big on transportation

the constitution, it will need to be 
approved by voters in the Nov. 3 
election. Funding will not be available 
until 2018. 

“As [legislators] were going through 
the budget process for the biennium,  
[SJR 5] wasn’t part of the conversation,” 
Haywood said. “But it will allow [the 
Texas Department of Transportation] 
to plan for the next budget cycle so 
they can have projects ready.”

Finding additional funding for 
transportation was a top priority 
among legislators in this legislative 
session. Due to the significant pop-
ulation growth in the state, TxDOT 
needs about $5 billion annually to 
keep up with current demands, said 
Veronica Beyer, director of media 
relations for TxDOT. 

Even with the approval of Proposi-
tion 1 last November, state transpor-
tation funding still falls short of the 
projected $5 billion needed annually 
to keep up with a rapidly escalating 
population and aging infrastructure. 

“As Texas grows by more than 
1,000 people daily, we are seeing more 
congestion and therefore an increasing 
need to build, repair and maintain our 
roadways,” Beyer said. “To be able to 
keep up with this increasing demand, 

it was imperative we find a sustainable 
funding solution for our state. Trans-
portation is the backbone of economic 
prosperity, so we must do what we can 
to keep commerce and goods moving.”

State Sen. Robert Nichols, R-Jack-
sonville, said with the progress made 
by the Legislature last session to fund 
transportation, the overwhelming 
support of Prop. 1 by voters last 
November and legislation passed this 
session, the state’s transportation 
funding is going to be close to where it 
needs to be now and in the future. 

“I am very excited that the House, 
Senate and Governor were able to 
come together on SJR 5, which is crit-
ical for the future of transportation in 
our state,” Nichols said.

How SJR 5 came to be
Both the House of Representatives 

and Senate proposed major transpor-
tation funding bills this session using 
sales tax revenue that would have 
provided more than $2 billion a year 
to the State Highway Fund. 

Nichols co-authored SJR 5 in Febru-
ary. The bill would have dedicated the 
first $2.5 billion of motor vehicle sales 
tax revenue every year to the general 
fund, the second $2.5 billion to the 

TRANSPORTATION

TEXAS IS GROWING 

1,000 
PEOPLE PER DAY
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“We had productive discussions 
over possible funding sources and 
improvements needed for our state’s 
transportation infrastructure,” she 
said. “There is still work to be done, 
but we [passed] several measures that 
highlight the state’s prioritization of 
transportation.” 

Other legislative solutions
Legislators considered other 

avenues to find additional revenue 
streams for statewide transportation 
improvements this session in addition 
to SJR 5. 

The House and Senate found  
$650 million a year in the next 
biennium for the SHF through the 
appropriations process, Haywood 
said. The additional money comes 
from funds previously diverted from 
the SHF to the Department of Public 
Safety’s budget. 

“Both budgets make sure that all 
funding that goes to [the] State High-
way Fund will go to maintain roads to 
the state,” Haywood said. “They have 
definitely taken care of it under the 
current budget. Over the long term, 
that’s another [issue].” 

The diversion may just be a two-year 

fix, but several bills were filed this ses-
sion that would have made a constitu-
tional amendment ending diversions 
from the SHF permanently. However, 
none of those bills has been approved 
as of press time. 

Should the Legislature want to con-
tinue to end the diversions after the 
biennium, it would have to address it 
in the next session. 

Alan Clark, director of transporta-
tion for the Houston-Galveston Area 
Council, praised the Legislature for 
stopping the diversion of SHF revenue 
this biennium. He said the uncer-
tainty of long-term mobility funding 
is a challenge for H-GAC as some 
projects can take years to plan. 

“It’s important because TxDOT 
can’t count on that for 20 or 30 years,” 
Clark said. “So they won’t allow us to 
plan on spending that level of funding 
for 10 or 20 years.”

Despite pulling funds from the 
DPS budget for the next two years, 
Haywood said it should not negatively 
affect other areas of the state’s budget. 

“The good news for Texas is we’re in 
a great economic situation, so the Leg-
islature is able to do things without 
pulling money away from anything 
else,” Haywood said. “[The Legisla-
ture] can still utilize that revenue, and 
it doesn’t impact that spending limit.”

Harless said HB 20 was another key 
transportation funding bill to pass 
this session. The bill directs TxDOT, 
along with the input from local plan-
ning groups and officials, to create a 
10-year funding plan and requires any 
major changes to formula funding to 
be presented in a public meeting. 

“The main concern we heard from 
taxpayers is they want to ensure 
TxDOT is operating in a fair, trans-
parent and fiscally conservative man-
ner with the money we give them,” she 
said. “ HB 20 addresses that concern.”

SENATE BILL 5
SB 5 would have dedicated $2.5 BILLION  

to State Highway Fund from motor vehicle sales taxes after the first $2.5 billion is dedicated 
to the general fund.

The remainder of motor vehicle sales taxes would have been split between the SHF and the 
general fund.

SB 5 was authored by State Sen. Robert Nichols, R-Jacksonville.

FILED FEB.  4
Passed by the Senate 28-2 on March 4

HOUSE BILL 13 
HB 5 would have dedicated the first $3 BILLION  from general sales tax revenue to the SHF 

and another 2 percent of sales tax revenue after the first $3 billion.

The bill was expected to total $3.6 BILLION  in the first year.

The bill was authored by State Rep. Joe Pickett, D-El Paso.

FILED MARCH 13
Passed by the House 137-0-2 on May 1

SJR 5 dedicates $2.5 BILLION  from general sales tax revenue to  
the SHF beginning in 2018.

It also dedicates 35%  of motor vehicle sales tax revenue after the first  
$5 billion to the SHF beginning in 2020, or an estimated $500 million to $600 million. 

The resolution was agreed upon by a joint committee and approved by both chambers June 1. 

SJR 5 requires voter approval in the NOV. 3  election. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 5

Source: Texas Legislature, Move Texas Forward/Community Impact Newspaper

Future funding
Andrea French, executive director 

for Transportation Advocacy Group 
Houston, said because the $5 billion 
needed annually only maintains cur-
rent congestion levels and does not do 
much to improve the level of service, 
future legislative sessions will have to 
find additional mobility funding.”

“It’s great [that] we can look at exist-
ing revenue streams and transfer them 

to highway funding,” French said. 
“We still need to look at the notion 
that user fees are really important and 
that we pay to use the roads because 
they are essentially a service we are 
provided.”

“As Texas grows 
by more than 1,000 
people daily, we are 
seeing more con-
gestion and there-
fore an increasing 
need to build, repair 
and maintain our 
roadways.” 
–Veronica Beyer, director of media  
relations, TxDOT

For more information visit 
communityimpact.com
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New neighborhood opens in one 
of The Woodlands’ oldest villages
By Brian Walzel

One of The Woodlands’ original vil-
lages, Indian Springs, has a new neigh-
borhood. The Woodlands Reserve by 
the Frankel Building Group opened a 
model home March 5 with lots being 
offered for sale in the village that 
seemingly reached build-out in the 
mid-2000s.

The new development, located off 
Gosling Road just north of Spring 
Creek, features 55 home lots with 
homes ranging from 4,000 to 6,000 
square feet. Home prices start at $1.4 
million.

Of the 55 lots planned for The 
Woodlands Reserve, 13 have been 
sold, said Kevin Frankel, vice presi-
dent of Frankel Building Group.

“We are trying to create a street 
scene with high-end custom homes at 
a very high standard,” Frankel said.

Lot sizes range from 12,000 to 
23,000 square feet with most offering 
waterscape or forest preserve views. 
Homes at The Woodlands Reserve 
feature coastal French and Southern 

coastal architecture with design 
features such as exposed wood beams 
and second-story patios at both the 
front and back of the home. 

All homes, unless specifically 
requested by the buyer during the 
custom design process, are certi-
fied with Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design standards, a 
designation in accordance with the 
U.S. Green Council.

“We’re trying to pile in the style 
points and exclusivity,” Frankel said.

Other features of The Woodlands 
Reserve’s customizable homes include 
high-end appliances, downstairs mas-
ter bedrooms, foam-insulated walls, 
custom-made fireplace mantels and 
entry doors, and outdoor living areas.

The site on which The Wood-
lands Reserve is located was initially 
intended for commercial or retail 
development, said Tim Welbes, 
co-vice president of The Woodlands 
Development Co.

However, when Kuykendahl Road 
became a primary thoroughfare into 

DEVELOPMENT 

The Woodlands Reserve features 55 homesites with home prices starting at $1.4 million.
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Harris County, rather than Gosling 
Road, the development company 
opted to utilize the site for residential 
development, Welbes said.

In addition, Welbes said The Wood-
lands Reserve is the first neighbor-
hood in The Woodlands that is being 
completely developed by a single 
builder. 

 “[Frankel Building Group] thinks 
about what’s new, what’s better, more 
innovative and fun to live in,” he said. 
“[The Woodlands Reserve] became the 
right product at the right time.”

The Woodlands Reserve

Flintridge Dr. 

G
osling R

d. 

Simon Lake

Spring Creek 

86 Simon Lake, The Woodlands
832-651-7487
www.woodlandsreserve.com
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Spinning wheels and wishing wells won’t budge your career-car off the driveway.  
Or earn dollars for daycare and dinner. 

Put the sputtering past behind you today.

Rise UP! 

Buckle UP! 

Grab your wheel with both hands and slip your career-car into high gear. 

How? Action. Smart action leads to traction. 

When? Today! Your new success starts with new strategy and new action. Doing the right 
things with the right people at the right time is your solution. 

We’re the right people and today is your day. 

Creating new NO-BS success strategy is our speciality. 

We show you exactly how to be build perpetual success. Personally. 

The first step is super easy. 

Call, text or eMail today.  
Let’s chat about your bright future.

9000 Forest Crossing, The Woodlands, TX

Are Your Kids Counting On You?

Ken Brand, Sales Manager
832-797-1779
KenBrand@GaryGreene.com

Linsey Ehle, Career Coach 
949-939-2514
Linsey.Ehle@GaryGreene.com
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Corporate offices outside The 
Woodlands cater to more tenants
By Abigail Loop 

Several large-scale office develop-
ments have started to spring up outside 
the boundaries of The Woodlands to 
achieve one goal—accessibility for 
more employer and employee tenants, 
according to project developers.

Class A offices, which are considered 
by the Building Owners and Managers 
Association to have the “most presti-
gious buildings,” are now more readily 
available just outside The Woodlands. 

The Wildwood Corporate offices 
1 and 2 on Wildwood Forest Drive 
and the Sierra Pines offices 1 and 2 on 
Sawdust Road are examples of Class 
A developments that have achieved 
success just outside of The Woodlands, 
with more office projects set to begin 
construction being developed or due to 
be completed this year.

Wildwood Corporate is expected to 
finish construction of its second office 
in 2016. Sierra Pines completed con-
struction of its second office in January.

The reason for focusing more on the 
outer edges of The Woodlands area, 
rather than in locations like Town 
Center, is to have more access to other 
parts of the surrounding area and 
attract more tenants, said Don Dennis, 
a managing partner with Archway 
Properties, a real estate developer for 
the Wildwood Corporate offices.

“Wildwood is positioned close to 
I-45, it has easy access to the airport 
and it’s near the new Grand Parkway,” 
Dennis said. “It attracts tenants from 
outside The Woodlands and makes it 
easier and faster than having to go into 
the interior of The Woodlands.”

Dennis said office developments 
outside The Woodlands like Wild-
wood are a new phenomenon in the 

industry. He said the trend is begin-
ning to gain appeal among potential 
tenants that are seeking more upscale 
and larger offices. 

“We’re already seeing other projects 
develop further south, and before we 
didn’t have very many around The 
Woodlands,” Dennis said. “There just 
wasn’t a lot of thought put into the 
developments. We think now that future 
outside developments will have a much 
higher quality and be like Wildwood. 
People are realizing you can build devel-
opments in these outer areas.”

Paul Coonrod, managing director 
and partner with Stream Realty, said 
the reason for developing Sierra Pines 
on Sawdust Road was to provide ten-
ants with access to the township and 
the northern edge of Houston.

“We wanted to provide a prime 
site to cater to both The Woodlands 
employees and employees south of The 
Woodlands,” Coonrod said. “Our loca-
tion has been successful as well—we 
have Fortune 200 companies like Prax-
air, who are currently renting 110,000 
square feet in our first office. So this is 
just a peaceful, ideal location and [the 
office] provides more companies with 
the opportunity to rent here.”

Gil Staley, CEO of The Woodlands 
Area Economic Development Partner-
ship, said the reason office develop-
ments just outside The Woodlands are 
successful is because of the success of 
the township itself.

“The Woodlands is still truly one of 
the most in-demand areas for com-
pany locations,” Staley said. “Other 
office developments are still building 
off the synergy of The Woodlands, 
even the projects that are being devel-
oped near I-45.”

DEVELOPMENT

Sawdust Rd 

Budde Rd. 

45

Sawdust Rd

Saw
m

ill Rd. 

R
en

d
er

in
g 

co
ur

te
sy

 C
B

R
E

 G
ro

up
R

en
d

er
in

g 
co

ur
te

sy
 S

tr
ea

m
s 

R
ea

lt
y

OFFICE SPACE
IN THE WOODLANDS AREA

JUST OUTSIDE OF THE WOODLANDS

Rental rates for office space in and out of The Woodlands are comparable in terms of price per square foot.

WILDWOOD  
CORPORATE OFFICES
Office 1 
127,000 square feet 
Rental rate: $24 per square foot 

Office 2  
330,000 square feet 
Rental rate: $26.50 per square foot

SIERRA PINES OFFICES
Office 1 
175,000 square feet 
Rental rate: $32 per square foot

Office 2 
150,000 square feet  
Rental rate: $32 per square foot

INSIDE THE WOODLANDS

TOWN CENTER PLAZA 
31,105 square feet 
Rental rate: $28 per square foot

PARKWOOD 1 
100,239 square feet 
Rental rate: $31 per square foot

THREE HUGHES LANDING 
321,643 square feet 
Rental rate: $28.50-$35.50 per square foot

TWO HUGHES LANDING 
197,719 square feet 
Rental rate: $28.50-$36 per square foot

VACANCY RATES

Sources: The Woodlands Area EDP, Archway Properties, Stream Realty/Community Impact Newspaper

Class A office space in The Woodlands area is becoming more available as developers open new office build-
ings. Vacancy rates are determined by the amount of office space available for lease in a particular class.

0% 5%1% 6%2% 3% 4%

2015

2014

2013

Source: Collier International/Community Impact Newspaper

Staley said developers are taking 
advantage of available land outside The 
Woodlands to build office space as a 
result of the growth in the township. 

“What’s exciting to see is that these 
new developments show the confidence 
[developers] have in a strong, economic 

market, and they feel comfortable to 
develop projects, even in spite of the 
[economic] downturn,” Staley said. 

YE
AR

VACANCY RATE

Wildwood  Forest Dr.

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com
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“We Take Care of Your Air”

281-528-4947
BradburyBrothers.com

REPAIRS  • MAINTENANCE • INSTALLATIONS

YOUR AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING SPECIALISTS

“I taught my boys to take care of 
their customers like they would take 

care of their Mother!”

$50 OFF
REPAIRS

OF $200 OR MORE
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC. WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO 

BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS OR SPECIALS. 
EXPIRES 7/8/15. COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER. 

$59.00
A/C TUNE-UP

(REG. $89)
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC. PER SYSTEM.

 CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS 
OR SPECIALS. EXPIRES 7/8/15. 

COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER.
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Mixed use, private communities advance Montgomery County growth

By Jesse Mendoza
Two new developments, 

Grand Central Park in Conroe 
and Bluejack National in 
Montgomery, will bring a mix-
ture of residential, commercial 
and entertainment options to 
Montgomery County. 

Mike Meador, Montgomery 
County Precinct 1 commis-
sioner, said large-scale resi-
dential developments encour-
age additional commercial 
development in the area that 
surrounds them.

“What grows up around 
these kinds of developments 
may be as big as the devel-
opment itself,” Meador said. 
“Rooftops alone don’t really 
pay our bills countywide. It 
is industry and commerce. 
We are counting on a lot of 
commercial development that 
comes up around [residential 
projects], and it will.”

Meador said he expects 
development radiating from 
Houston to continue to move 
north in Montgomery County 
because space is running out 
in high-density areas in the 
southern end of the county.

Montgomery County’s 
population is expected to 
nearly double over the next 20 
years, according to the Hous-
ton-Galveston Area Council.

Grand Central Park
Johnson Development 

Corp. is designing the 
2,046-acre Grand Central 
Park development within 
the city of Conroe. The 
master-planned community 
will be integrated with the 
natural environment of the 
San Jacinto River corridor 
and feature a town center, 
traditional and urban resi-
dential options, commercial 
and retail space and business 
offices.

Crews could break ground 
on the Grand Central Park 
West residential village this 
year, and new home con-
struction will begin in 2016, 
according to the development 

Grand Central Park, Bluejack National lead area development 

Large-scale developments are starting to spring up around 
Montgomery County largely due to a growing population and 
housing demand, according to local officials. Two of those 
projects, Grand Central Park and Bluejack National, are among 
the handful of developments under construction in the area.

Sources: Johnson Development Corp., Bluejack National/ 
Community Impact Newspaper

DEVELOPERS MAKE THEIR MARK NEW CAMP STRAKE LOCATION

GRAND CENTRAL PARK
2,046-ACRE 
mixed-use 

development West village 
will feature  

500  
HOME SITES

336 Marketplace 
slated to open  

LATE 2016

Development features: 
RESIDENTIAL • RECREATIONAL 

DINING • BUSINESS SPACE

Map not to scale

105

150
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59BLUEJACK NATIONAL

Development features:  
RESIDENTIAL • RECREATIONAL • DINING SPACE

386  
HOME SITES

18-HOLE 
GOLF 

COURSE

755-ACRE 
PRIVATE 

CLUB

Sam 
Houston 
National 
Forest

DEVELOPMENT

company. The first phase of 
construction will include 350 
home sites within the village. 
The village will eventually 
have 500 home sites.

“[Grand Central Park] is a 
very significant development 
for us,” Conroe City Admin-
istrator Paul Virgadamo 
said. “Development enhances 
the property values around 
it. You will also see more 
development coming around, 
especially more retail, because 

you are bringing in more 
population.” 

The development will also 
feature a residential village, 
which could include multi-
family homes, townhomes and 
high-density residential space 
comparable to an urban area.

Virgil Yoakum, Grand Cen-
tral Park general manager and 
vice president, said the city 
of Conroe and Montgomery 
County are well-positioned 
for developments like Grand 
Central Park, which could 
create up to 14,000 new jobs.

“I think they are poised 
at the right place at the 
right time to receive a fresh, 
new high-end and upscale 

community like we are 
planning for Grand Central 
Park,” Yoakum said. 

He said he expects the 
company to rise to the occa-
sion. 

“We have to earn some 
respect and receive some 
confidence that everyone 
understands that we know 
what we are doing. We need 
to deliver. We need to exe-
cute.”

Johnson Development also 

plans to open 336 Market-
place, a regional shopping, 
dining and entertainment 
destination, near the resi-
dential village in late 2016. 
Developed by Fidelis Realty 
Partners, the approximate 
112-acre center could feature 
about 700,000 square feet of 
retail space, Yoakum said. 
Johnson Development aims 
to have some of the major 
infrastructure in place by the 
end of the year.

Once complete Yoakum 
said the development will 
serve as a regional shopping 
and dining destination.

“There is no way the few 
number of rooftops [in the 

community] would support 
that development nor the 
town center,” Yoakum said. 
“It is definitely regional in its 
approach.”

Bluejack National
Tiger Woods Design and 

Beacon Land Development 
are partnering to build 
Bluejack National, a 755-acre 
private club and community 
near the city of Montgomery. 
The community will fea-

ture an 18-hole golf course 
designed by Tiger Woods, 
386 homes and a variety of 
recreational facilities. 

Bluejack National Presi-
dent Casey Paulson said the 
property will feature estate 
lots, cottage homes, member 
suites, Sunday homes and 
homestead lots. Additionally 
The Porch, a recreational 
facility, will feature a bowling 
alley and game room. 

“Families, children and 
activities have become really 
what is more important in 
today’s market,” Paulson 
said. “We are really trying 
to have a comprehensive 
place where people can do 

anything without having to 
leave the campus here to have 
incredible experiences. It has 
to be all-encompassing now-
adays because people’s lives 
are all-encompassing.”

The 18-hole golf course is 
scheduled to open in October, 
and memberships will cost 
$125,000. Members would 
then pay about $10,000 in 
annual dues. Residents will 
also receive a discounted 
$75,000 membership incen-
tive price with the purchase of 
real estate, Paulson said. 

Paulson said because the 
community is so exclusive, 
Bluejack National is putting 
extra effort into community 
programs.

“We [plan] to give back, 
and I wish everybody could 
play the golf course,” Paulson 
said. “We are talking about a 
local caddy program here and 
about a scholarship program 
that [could] go with that.”

Development will affect 
the more remote parts of the 
county as well, said Shannan 
Reid, director of the Mont-
gomery Economic Develop-
ment Corporation.

“Whether we like it or not, 
we are in the growth path,” 
Reid said. “If we participate 
in this process, we have an 
opportunity to influence what 
happens instead of reacting to 
what other people do [to] us.”

“We are really trying to have a comprehensive place where people 
can do anything without having to leave the campus here to have 
incredible experiences. It has to be all-encompassing nowadays 
because people’s lives are all-encompassing.”

—Casey Paulson, Bluejack National president
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New hospitals bring better health 
care access, medical amenities 
By Abigail Loop

The Woodlands area will soon 
serve as home to two new hos-
pitals that are expected to bring 
additional health care services and 
many new jobs to the community, 
according to hospital officials.

Houston Methodist The Wood-
lands Hospital and Texas Children’s 
Hospital are in development in The 
Woodlands with planned comple-
tion dates in 2017.

Debbie Sukin, CEO for Houston 
Methodist The Woodlands Hospital, 
said the new hospital will provide  
area residents with better access to 
medical care and the latest technol-
ogy health care has to offer.

“Competition [among health care 
providers] raises the standard for 
quality, and it also provides patients 
with more options,” Sukin said. 

“Our goal will be to provide the 
highest quality of care in the most 
welcoming patient-centered envi-
ronment so residents can receive 
comprehensive health care services 
close to home.”

Houston Methodist The 

Woodlands Hospital will be located 
at the southeast corner of I-45 and 
Hwy. 242. The new hospital will 
feature innovative medical tech-
nology, such as an operating room 
integration system, which Sukin said 
will allow physicians to broadcast 
surgeries for teaching purposes or 
connect specialists from the Hous-
ton Methodist Research Institute or 
other facilities worldwide.

Sidney Sanders, senior vice presi-
dent for facilities, construction and 
real estate for Houston Methodist, 
said the need for a new hospital in 
The Woodlands is a main result of 
the area’s population growth.

“The demand for services is 
climbing, and we just need to 
expand in this area,” Sanders said. 
“Houston Methodist has a patient 
centric quality and a focus that no 
one can quite match. Ten years ago 
you could only find these advanced 
medical facilities in a medical cen-
ter. Now these services are becom-
ing available in places like The 
Woodlands.”

The opening of the $360 million  
Texas Children’s Hospital  is also a 
result of the ever-growing popula-
tion in and around The Woodlands 
area, said Michelle Riley-Brown, 
president of Texas Children’s Hospi-
tal The Woodlands.

Riley-Brown said the hospital’s 
opening would also mark the 
development of the first pediatric 
hospital in The Woodlands and sur-
rounding areas that would provide-
children in the area with more 
immediate medical opportunities.

“We’ll be bringing a pediatric 
intensive care unit and a design 

HEALTH CARE

equipped for pediatric service,” 
Riley-Brown said. “By bringing 
Texas Children’s Hospital closer to 
this area, there will be better access 
[to area residents] than driving all 
the way to the Texas Medical Center 
that is 35 miles away from The 
Woodlands.”

Riley-Brown said the $360 million 

hospital would be located on I-45, 
south of Hwy. 242, next to CHI St. 
Luke’s  Health-The Woodlands.

“We’ve looked at the pediatric 
growth in the area, and we want to 
just get ahead,” Riley-Brown said. 
“We’re just excited to bring good 
care and quality to this growing 
community.”

Hospital highlights
• Operating room integration system, allowing phy-

sicians to broadcast surgeries to other facilities for 
teaching purposes or to connect to other specialists

• Diagnostic capabilities, such as a 320-slice CT scan-
ner, which can scan a patient’s body in 15 seconds

• Full-service, acute care hospital capable of deliver-
ing services similar to what is available at the Texas 
Medical Center

Source: Houston Methodist Hospital /Community Impact Newspaper

“Our goal will be to 
provide the highest 
quality of care in the 
most welcoming patient-
centered environment 
so residents can receive 
comprehensive health 
care services close to 
home.”

—Debbie Sukin, CEO, Houston Methodist 
The Woodlands Hospital

Houston Methodist  
The Woodlands Hospital
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470,000 193 bedssq. ft. 

October 2014
started construction

February 2016

June 2017

medical office construction completed

hospital construction completed

$328 Million
Cost

THE #1 Top Producing 
Office in Texas .

The Woodlands & SpringThe Woodlands & Spring
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Source: Texas Children’s Hospital /Community Impact Newspaper

Hospital highlights
• The first dedicated pediatric intensive 

care unit, or PICU, in the area
• Pediatric care in areas such as cancer, 

cardiology, neurology, orthopedics, 
diabetes and endocrinology, urology, 
pediatric and plastic surgery 

• 24 emergency center rooms, 74 outpa-
tient rooms, five operating rooms

Economic benefits
Besides giving residents of The 

Woodlands area better access 
to medical care, the hospitals 
are expected to bring in medical 
tourism, with visitors outside the 
Woodlands coming to the area for 
medical care. 

Besides tourism, jobs and an 

increase in revenue to local econo-
mies in and around The Woodlands 
are other factors that are expected to 
occur once the hospitals are devel-
oped.

Paul Layne, executive vice president 
of master-planned communities for 
the Howard Hughes Corporation, 
which owns The Woodlands, said 

both hospitals will be beneficial for 
The Woodlands community and offer 
new opportunities for a variety of 
outlets through the chain effects of 
medical tourism and new jobs that 
will become available.

“We’re delighted about new hospi-
tals in The Woodlands that provide 
additional health care options for 
the 110,000 residents in and around 
The Woodlands,” Layne said. “This 
will promote medical tourism, which 
will bring more people to the area, 
resulting in hotel rooms being rented, 
opportunities for home sales and also 
have a positive effect on commercial 
real estate business with the rising 
amount of visitors to the surrounding 
area.”

Job growth
The Sam Houston State University 

nursing program, located at both 
the Huntsville and The Woodlands 
campuses, will also benefit as a result 
of the two new hospitals being devel-
oped, said Anne Stiles, director of 
the nursing program at SHSU.

Stiles said the new hospitals 
would not only provide new educa-
tional tools and practicing grounds 
for nursing students but also new 
employment opportunities for 
SHSU grads, who are likely to feed 
into the new hospitals that will be 
looking for employees.

“This will absolutely have a 
positive impact on us,” Stiles said. 
“These new hospitals will provide 
more sites for students during the 
education as they go into hospitals 
for practice, and also give oppor-
tunities to graduates when they are 
looking for nursing jobs. It’s also a 
benefit to the hospitals because they 
are going to need access to gradu-
ates and a lot of nurses and we will 
definitely be able to provide that.”

Texas Children’s Hospital 
The Woodlands is planning on 

employing about 500 people, with 
half of the employees transferring 
from within the Texas Children’s 
Hospital organization and half 
being hired from The Woodlands 
community and surrounding area, 
according to hospital officials. 

Houston Methodist The Woodlands 
Hospital is expecting approximately 
650 new employees when the hospi-
tal opens in 2017.

Stiles said the SHSU nursing 
program usually partners with any 
hospital in the area as it is the only 
nursing program to offer a Bachelor 
of Science degree in The Woodlands 
area. Many of the nursing graduates 
will be applying to any new devel-
oping hospitals, such as Houston 
Methodist and Texas Children’s 
Hospital. 

Besides offering educational 
and employment opportunities to 
nursing students, Stiles said the 
Woodlands area would benefit from 
the new facilities by offering med-
ical opportunities to families and 
providing easier access to innova-
tive medicine that will be closer to 
home.

“More medical access is going to 
be needed with The Woodlands area 
growing rapidly,” she said. “These 
new hospitals are going to fulfill a lot 
of needs for everyone.”

“By bringing Texas 
Children’s  Hospital 
closer to this area there 
will be better access 
[to area residents] than 
driving all the way to the 
Texas Medical Center 
that is 35 miles away 
from The Woodlands.”

—Michelle Riley-Brown, president of Texas 
Children’s Hospital The Woodlands

Texas Children’s Hospital 
The Woodlands

548,000 32
200

sq. ft. acute care beds

patient beds

2014
started construction

October 2016

April 2017

outpatient building construction completion

inpatient building construction completion

$360 Million
Cost

LSC- University Center  •  3232 College Drive •  The Woodlands, TX 77384 
936-273-7628 • www.ollusa.edu/TheWoodlands

Our Lady of the Lake University gives you scheduling options 
to complete your undergraduate or 

graduate degree on the weekends and reach your career goals.
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Earn a degree on weekends in The Woodlands
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Opening
Soon

A new neighborhood 
branch is opening soon

As part of our deep commitment to 
delivering convenience, choices, support, 
and personal attention to our community, 
we will be opening a new branch near you.

Rayford Crossing Inside H-E-B 
3540 Rayford Rd. 
936-235-2367

WE BUILDcommunity
At Gracepoint Homes, we believe the foundation of an exceptional home rests not 

merely on its concrete footprint, but in the vitality of the community surrounding it. It is 

our foremost goal that Gracepoint homeowners have ample opportunity to find both the 

community tailored to them and a quality home that will be perfect for years to come.

For more information on Grand Marion  

in Woodforest, please call 281-971-1847

or visit us online at GracepointHomes.com. 

Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. 5/15
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Legislators, LSCS debate campus carry
By Shawn Arrajj and Liza Winkler

In the wake of Senate Bill 11, Lone Star 
College System officials continue to discuss the 
potential financial, staffing and social effects 
the campus carry legislation could pose on 
faculty and students at the Tomball campus as 
well as several other locations. 

“It’s two levels—one is what are the safety 
concerns we need to look at either positively 
or negatively of having guns on campus, and 
what is the impact on the learning environ-
ment,” said Ray Laughter, LSCS vice chan-
cellor for external affairs. “Those are issues 
we will take very seriously in the best way to 
implement what [the Legislature] might pass.”

SB 11 may pose a number of possible 2016-17 
budget changes for the LSCS board to iron out in 
meetings over the next few months, LSCS board 
Chairwoman Linda Good said.

“If a local option isn’t included, we still have 
to figure out how to live with this law,” Good 
said. “Everything from hiring more police 
officers to training our employees in conflict 
resolution could potentially be a part of this.”

As of May 27, the modified version of  
SB 11 includes House Republican amendments 
designed to exempt campus carry from health 
facilities, allow colleges to create gun-free 
zones and a stipulation that private colleges 
must also implement the legislation. However, 
the Senate did not concur May 28 with the 
modified bill approved by the House. 

Five legislators from each chamber were 
selected to serve on a conference committee 
to iron out the final bill that will need to be 
approved by both the Senate and House. The 
regular legislative session ended June 1.

Throughout the session, LSCS officials 

have pushed for a local option amendment 
to the bill, which would allow local trustees 
and university regents to determine whether 
campus carry is permitted at individual 
institutions, Laughter said. 

“Everybody that lives in our district votes 
on those trustees to run the college,” Laugh-
ter said. “We’ve been expressing [local con-
trol] to our legislators as a good option. Every 
campus is different—some have day care cen-
ters, dormitories and some have high school 
students taking classes. All of those factors 
have different types of issues that might affect 
having guns on campus.”

The existing law allows individuals with a 
concealed handgun license to bring handguns 
to campus, but the weapons must be left in 
vehicles, Laughter said. 

Residents are required to be 21 years of age or 
older to obtain a CHL, and an estimated 59 per-
cent of LSCS students are 21 or older, according 
to demographic data.

In preparation for SB 11, LSCS held two 
public forums in late March at its Cy-Fair and 
Kingwood campuses to educate the community 
and gather feedback through polls. A majority 
of students who attended the forums are not 
in favor of campus carry, and no additional 
forums are scheduled for now, Laughter said. 

The LSCS board of trustees will consider poll 
results and discussions from the public forum 
in the formation of future policies, Good said.

“I’m very pleased that our board and our 
administration involved students and faculty 
in that discussion early on before we had any 
kind of discussion at the board level,” Laughter 
said. “It’s a really important step we took. We 
felt we owed them an opportunity to do that.”

EDUCATION
Senate Bill 11 
CAMPUS CONCEALED CARRY TIMELINE

If passed, SB 11 would require all Texas colleges to allow 
concealed handgun license holders to carry concealed 

handguns on campuses. The bill was significantly modified 
in the Texas House of Representatives with new amendments 

added May 26. The Senate did not concur with the modified bill 
May 28 and selected five members from both chambers to serve 

on a conference committee to iron out the proposed final bill.

After the final bill is crafted in the conference committee, both chambers will have to approve the final  
version of SB 11 for it to become law.

*Timeline information is up-to-date as of press time June 5. For additional updates on SB 11, visit our website at 
communityimpact.com.
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Bill was read for the third time and passed in House with 
an unofficial vote of 102-44 

Senate refused to concur with the modified House bill and 
appointed members for a conference committee between 
the two chambers 
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Source: Texas Legislature Online/Community Impact Newspaper 
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2002 Timberloch Place, Ste. 200 • The Woodlands, TX 77380 
Principal Office: 808 Travis St., Suite 1030Houston, TX 77002

Eli Kiefaber and his family are residents of The Woodlands and are actively involved in the community, including  
The Rotary Club of The Woodlands & Tall Timbers District, Boy Scouts of America.

FREE CONSULTATION
713.229.0360

www.texasestatecounsel.com

Your Woodlands Estate
Planning Attorneys

Kiefaber & Oliva LLP’s services include: 
Wills, Trusts, Inheritance Planning, Asset Protection

SEN. PAUL BETTENCOURT • DISTRICT 7

R-Houston • Elected: 2014

512-463-0107

paul.bettencourt@senate.state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 
• Co-authored SB 1, relating to an 

increase in the residence homestead 
exemption from ad valorem taxation by 
a school district. The bill was sent to 
the governor’s office June 1 after it was 
signed by the House and Senate.

• Authored SB 752 to repeal the 
inheritance tax as of Sept. 1 for 
residents who inherit property or money 
from a deceased person. The bill was 
signed by the House and Senate and 
sent to the governor’s office May 30. 

Tomball

45

610

10

Conroe

SEN. BRANDON CREIGHTON • DISTRICT 4

R-Conroe

Elected: 2006

512-463-0104

brandon.
creighton@senate.
state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 

• The Legislature 
approved SB 
1760, which 
requires 
taxing districts 
to have a 
supermajority 
to raise property taxes. The bill was sent 
to the governor to be signed into law.

• The Legislature approved SB 455, 
which allows the Attorney General to 
petition the Texas Supreme Court for the 
formation of a three-judge panel to hear 
school finance and redistricting cases. 
The bill was sent to the governor.
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45

59
Cleveland

Port 
Arthur

AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

UPDATES FROM YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS  
FOR THE WOODLANDS, SHENANDOAH AND OAK RIDGE NORTH

REP. CECIL BELL • DISTRICT 3

R-Magnolia

Elected: 2012

512-463-0650

cecil.bell@house.
state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 

• Co-authored 
HB 2583, which 
would allow 
county sheriffs 
to access 
criminal history 
record information. The bill was sent to 
Gov. Greg Abbott’s office May 30.

• Co-authored HB 479, which would 
approve a pilot project to provide 
emergency telemedicine services to rural 
areas. Emergency dispatch centers would 
provide medical guidance and instructions 
to those waiting for emergency medical 
personnel to arrive. The bill was sent to 
Gov. Greg Abbott’s office May 25.

10

45
Magnolia

290
Waller

REP. MARK KEOUGH • DISTRICT 15

R-The Woodlands

Elected: 2014

512-463-0797

mark.keough@
house.state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 
• HB 3074 

requires 
artificial 
hydration and 
nutrition to 
be provided 
to patients 
undergoing the natural process of death. 
The bill was sent to the governor. 

• SB 2065 protects pastors from lawsuits 
or criminal prosecution if they refuse to 
perform marriages that violate their held 
religious beliefs. The bill was sent to the 
governor to be signed into law.

45

59

249
Tomball

Conroe

REP. DEBBIE RIDDLE • DISTRICT 150

R-Spring

Elected: 2002

512-463-0572 

debbie.riddle@
house.state.tx.us

Top bills filed:
• Riddle 

co-authored 
HB 10, which 
would make 
it easier for 
the state to 
prosecute 
human trafficking and forced 
prostitution cases. HB 10 was sent to 
the governor’s office May 27.

• Riddle authored HB 416, requiring 
personnel of abortion facilities to 
complete human trafficking training. HB 
416 passed the Senate May 28. The bill 
has been sent to governor. 

Tomball

45

249

Higher education 

Health care 

Transportation 

Public education 

Budget 

Small business 
and economy

WANT MORE TEXAS 
LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

More legislative coverage at #TxLege and communityimpact.com

Follow us on Twitter—@impactnews_wdl—for The 
Woodlands, Shenandoah and Oak Ridge North news, and 
throughout the legislative session search for #CITxLege for 
coverage that matters to you.

1699 Research Forest Drive, Suite 100 
Shenandoah, Texas 77380

LOOKING TO 
EXPAND YOUR 
BUSINESS?
Ask Us About An 

Integrity Commercial 
Loan Today!

Contact Mike Ellzey or James Coleman  |  832.562.2250 • IBANKTX.com

At Integrity Bank, we specialize 
in lending to small to middle 
market companies in the 
Greater Houston area.

Our offerings include a full line 
of credit products including 
fi nancing for: 

• Accounts receivable

• Inventory

• Equipment acquisitions

• Expansions

• Construction or land development

• Refi nance of existing properties

• Interim and bridge fi nancing

Keep up 
with the 

Township 
wherever 

and 
whenever 
it works 

best 
for you.

www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

www.facebook.com/thewoodlandstownship  

@TheTownshipTX

LIKE

FOLLOW
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                   Nichols Saw
m
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COME HOME TO 

MagnoliaRanch Estates
1/2 ACRE LOTS

Inway Oaks Estates

Homes from 2,000 sq. ft. to 4,000 sq. ft. 
From the $200’s to high $400’s

For More Information
281-757-9946
281-330-2096

Infi nity Classic Homes is dedicated to 
providing top quality, energy-effi cient 

homes for the best value.  

By Kelli Weldon

• Filed by Rep. Dan Huberty, R-Houston, HB 4 will 
implement high-quality standards for prekindergarten 
education. Gov. Greg Abbott, who signed the bill 
May 28, issued a statement saying the legislation will 
help strengthen the foundation for student success.

• On May 11, Abbott signed SB 149. The new law 
establishes committees to determine if students who 
pass classes and meet other requirements but fail 
standardized tests can graduate. 

• Lawmakers did not pass HB 1759, which aimed to 
add $3 billion in per-student funding and eliminate 
adjustments that were once intended to protect 
districts from short-term funding losses. Rep. Jimmie 
Don Aycock, R-Killeen, the bill’s co-author, moved to 
postpone consideration of the bill on the House floor.

By Leslee Bassman

• The Legislature passed a $209 billion budget that 
includes funding for public education, health care 
and $800 million for border security;

• Approved tax cuts that would raise residents’ home-
stead exemption from $15,000 to $25,000; 

• Approved decreasing the state franchise tax by  
25 percent;

• Approved incentives to fund prekindergarten pro-
grams in public schools;

• Approved about $3 billion in bonds to build new 
public college campus facilities; and

• Left it to voters to decide on Nov. 3 if the state 
should transfer up to $2.5 billion annually from its 
general sales tax revenue to the State Highway Fund 
to improve transportation.

AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_wdl and search for 
#CITxLege or visit communityimpact.com.

During this legislative session, Community Impact Newspaper has been report-
ing on bills and funding for the state regarding the budget, economy and small 
business, transportation, public education, higher education, health care and 
more. All information on this page is as of June 3. 

Lawmakers wrap up Texas’ 84th legislative session

By Jennifer Curington

• Legislation passed allowing concealed handguns on 
college campuses. If signed into law, publicly funded 
universities must put the policy in place by Aug. 1, 
2016, while private universities may choose to opt 
out. 

• The House and Senate approved about $3 billion in 
funding for projects at 64 Texas universities.

• Colleges and universities still have control of setting 
their own tuition because legislation that would put 
the power in legislators’ hands failed to pass. 

• An attempt to repeal a state law allowing undocu-
mented immigrants to pay in-state tuition failed. 

By Joe Olivieri

• On May 18, Gov. Greg Abbott signed HB 40, a bill 
that gives the state, and not local authorities, the 
jurisdiction to regulate oil and gas operation. Prior 
to the bill’s passage, local laws had created “a patch-
work of inconsistent regulation that undermines the 
safe and efficient production of oil and gas,” accord-
ing to the bill’s analysis.

• Abbott signed SB 293 on April 8. The bill allows 
ESPN, NASCAR and Ultimate Fighting Championship 
events to be considered eligible for the Major Events 
Trust Fund. 

• The governor signed Committee Substitute Senate Bill 
97, which regulates the sale, distribution, possession, 
use and advertising of e-cigarettes, cigarettes and 
tobacco products. The law will take effect this fall. 

By Lyndsey Taylor

•  Gov. Greg Abbott on June 1 signed a bill legalizing 
the growth of cannabis plants high in cannabidiol 
and low in tetrahydrocannabinol in Texas. SB 339 is 
effective immediately and allows patients access to 
cannabis as medicine upon the recommendation of 
two board-certified medical specialists.

• SB 1889 was sent to the governor to be signed  
May 21. The bill, which was heavily advocated for by 
its author, Sen. Judith Zaffirini, D-Laredo, amends the 
current law relating to the disclosure and use of infor-
mation included in Texas’ abuse and neglect registry 
at the Department of Family and Protective Services 
and the report of the information regarding those cas-
es to the Legislature, according to the bill’s analysis.

By Amy Denney

• Beginning in fiscal year 2017-18 the state will divert 
$2.5 billion of sales and use taxes to the State 
Highway Fund, which helps fund the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation, after revenue exceeds  
$28 billion per fiscal year. Starting in FY 2019-20 
the state will divert 35 percent of motor vehicle 
sales tax revenue to the SHF after revenue exceeds 
$5 billion. Voters will need to give the bill, Senate 
Joint Resolution 5, final approval in November 
during a constitutional amendment election.

• For a third time lawmakers failed to pass a state-
wide texting-while-driving ban. HB 80 was  
approved by the House on March 26 but failed to 
gain enough votes for consideration in the Senate 
by the end of session.

BUDGET

HIGHER EDUCATION

ECONOMY AND SMALL BUSINESS

PUBLIC EDUCATION

HEALTH CARE

TRANSPORTATION

On June 1 the 84th Texas Legislature adjourned 
“sine die.” The Latin phrase, meaning without a 
specific date to reconvene, is used to end every Texas 
regular session after its 140 days conclude.

This session will be remembered for its balanced 
budget that included tax relief for citizens and funds 
for border security, passage of an open-carry hand-
gun law in public and a concealed-carry law on state 

universities, legalization of marijuana extracts to be 
used for epileptic patients, funding for prekindergar-
ten programs and a resolution for voters to decide 
whether to use sales tax revenue to improve state 
highways.

The governor has until June 21 to sign into law or 
veto bills passed during the session. Bills without 
specific effective dates become law Aug. 31.
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1900 Research Forest Drive
The Woodlands, TX 77381
832.325.2335
 
communitybankoftx.com

We offer local loan decisions and 
unparalleled responsiveness. Because 

in business, timing is everything.

NMLS #423137

WE DO IT ALL FOR U
We provide counsel 
and expertise on:
•  Probate, Estate Administration 
    and Trust administration

•  Drafting Wills, Trusts and 
    Disability Planning Documents

•  Estate, Trust and Charitable Planning

•  Business Planning and Exit Strategies

• Asset Protection Planning

•  Estate and Trust Litigation

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 200 - The Woodlands, TX 77380 
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

 Steven J. Clausen 
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

*

*

Who do you turn to when you have an estate,
business or tax issue? 

You turn to the expert who has handled these complex 
issues for over twenty-fi ve years as a large fi rm partner 

and as the owner of a boutique fi rm.

Do you enjoy the quiet peacefulness of nature enhanced 

     by  superb craftsmanship in building?superb craftsmanshipsuperb craftsmanship
If the answer to this is yes...If the answer to this is yes...If the answer to this is yes...

Then, come home to Lago Woods!
JOIN US FOR OUR SHOWCASE OF HOMES

June 13th and 14th and June 20th and 21st

Five beautiful furnished custom models open to the public 

featuring each of our renowned builders

WWW. L AGOWOODS . C OM7 1 3 . 5 2 2 . L AG O

Do you enjoy the quiet peacefulnessquiet peacefulness
superb craftsmanship
quiet peacefulness

superb craftsmanship
quiet peacefulnessquiet peacefulness

superb craftsmanship
quiet peacefulnessquiet peacefulness

superb craftsmanship
quiet peacefulnessquiet peacefulness

superb craftsmanship
quiet peacefulness

superb craftsmanship

Do you enjoy...
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Development Company unveils 
plans for Town Center condo tower

Woodlands Chamber CEO 
stepping down in summer

By Brian Walzel
The Woodlands Development 

Company has announced plans for the 
long-rumored condominium high-rise 
to be located at Waterway Square in 
Town Center.

The condo, named Treviso at Water-
way Square, will be 23 stories and 
feature 84 units with prices starting 
at $650,000. Each floor will have four 
units offering one- to three-bedroom 
condos, said Peter Doyle, executive 
vice president of design and construc-
tion for the Howard Hughes Corpora-
tion, which owns The Woodlands.

“We’re really creating something 
that is in the middle of all 
the activity,” Doyle said. 
“[Treviso] has a European 
contemporary style.”

The condo will be 
located next to The Westin, 
The Woodlands hotel on 
Waterway Square, which is 
expected to open by the end 
of the year. 

Doyle said construction 

By Julie Butterfield
Karen Hoylman, President and 

CEO of The Woodlands Area 
Chamber of Commerce, will retire 
in August. Hoylman is stepping 
down after 21 years in her role. She 
served as membership director for 
three years prior to becoming CEO 
and replaced current U.S. Rep. Kevin 
Brady, R-The Woodlands, as chamber 
president. 

Hoylman said she is stepping down 
as CEO to join her husband in his 
retirement. 

“It’s just time in my life,” she said. 
“My husband and I are looking for-
ward to our newfound freedom.” 

Under Hoylman’s leadership, the 
chamber’s membership grew by 
1,650 member businesses from 750 to 
2,400, according to the chamber.

“We have just grown with the 
community,” Hoylman said. “As the 
community grew, our organization 
grew, so we’re helping in that process 
of growth.” 

A executive search planning team 

BRIEFS

on Treviso would begin when about 
half of the condo’s units are presold.

“If [sales go] as they are expected 
to go, we could start construction in 
November with delivery in the first 
quarter of 2017,” he said.

Treviso will offer its residents a 
swimming pool, fitness center, high-
end amenities and retail and restau-
rants on the first floor. 

“There is nothing else like it in 
The Woodlands,” said Paul Layne, 
vice president of master-planned 
communities for the Howard Hughes 
Corporation. “It will really afford 
fantastic views.”

is charged with 
finding Hoyl-
man’s replace-
ment. She will work with the team 
during the selection process.

Hoylman said the team began 
discussions in May to find her 
replacement and has begun soliciting 
resumes. 

“There’s a standard criteria that 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
[requires], so I’m sure the team will 
be discussing that,” Holyman said. 

While Hoylman was president 
and CEO, she served on various 
organizational boards, including The 
Woodlands Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, The Woodlands Area Film 
Commission, Leadership Montgom-
ery County, The Woodlands Area 
Economic Development Partner-
ship and Education for Tomorrow 
Alliance, according to the chamber. 
She also helped launch the chamber’s 
information centers at The Wood-
lands Mall. 

Treviso, a 23-story condominium, is planned at Waterway 
Square. Construction could begin as early as November.
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Karen Hoylman

Randall Reed & Planet Ford, Huge Supporters 
of Our Youth & Educators!

Each year, the Spring ISD staff and community come 
together to celebrate teachers and all they do for our 
children and by awarding two very outstanding teachers 
the honor of being 2015 Spring ISD Teachers of the Year.
 
Shawn Burns, Operating Partner and GM at Randall Reed’s 
Planet Ford in Spring had the honor of announcing the 
winners and awarding them with two dream prizes. Claudia 
Lara, the 2015 Secondary Spring ISD Teacher of the Year 
received a brand new Planet Ford Escape. Latoya Patterson 
the 2015 Elementary Spring ISD Teacher of the Year received 
an all-expense paid cruise vacation.
 
Owner, Randall Reed stated, “Teachers are at the heart of 
our community. They do more than just educate our young 
people, they help mold lives and ultimately have an impact 
on everyone’s futures. We are pleased that we can recognize 
their lifetime work by fulfilling a dream of a lifetime with a 
new car and exotic escape.”

Summer Loftin, a Spring High School 
senior, has a dream of being a nurse and 
helping others. This morning the staff 
from Spring High School, Spring ISD and 
Planet Ford teamed up with Summer’s 

mother, Teresa Burne, and the student’s sister, Kim, to award her the surprise of a lifetime. When 
Summer walked into the Lion’s Cafe, she thought they were simply signing some school paperwork.  
Once inside the cafe, she was greeted with cheers and awarded a bigger than life-size check for 
$5,000 by Shawn Burns, Operating Partner/General Manager of Planet Ford on I-45.
 

“We’re thrilled to award our annual scholarship to such a hard-working and deserving student,” said 
Mr. Burns. “Being able to surprise her with these much-needed scholarship funds and seeing both 
the reaction of both Summer and her family means a lot.”

winners and awarding them with two dream prizes. Claudia 
Lara, the 2015 Secondary Spring ISD Teacher of the Year 
received a brand new Planet Ford Escape. Latoya Patterson 
the 2015 Elementary Spring ISD Teacher of the Year received 
an all-expense paid cruise vacation.

Planet Ford Awards Teachers of 
the Year With New Car & Cruise

Reed Family & Planet 
Ford Award $5,000 
College Scholarship

20403 I-45, Spring, TX 77388 | 888-242-5059 | PlanetFord.com | PlanetLincoln.com

150528-P45-Community Impact ad-9.1837W x 5.5416H.indd   1 5/29/15   10:32 AM



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com40

MCASociety

Supporting Montgomery County Animals
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Plans nearly finalized for ice rink

Township unveils 
‘The Way Home,’ 
bronze sculpture

By Brian Walzel
The Woodlands Township and the 

Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion are 
finalizing plans to build a permanent 
ice skating rink near the pavilion box 
office.

As part of the agreement the 
township and the Woodlands Pavil-
ion will share the costs to build a 
20,000-square-foot facility that would 
house both an ice skating rink and 
convention space. 

According to the township, the 
ice rink would operate from late 
November to early January when the 
Woodlands Pavilion does not host 
events. During the pavilion’s operat-
ing season, which typically runs from 
about late March to early October, the 

By Abigail Loop
The Woodlands Township dedi-

cated its newest sculpture, “The Way 
Home,” during a May 25 ceremony at 
Town Green Park that attracted thou-
sands of community residents and war 
veterans. 

The sculpture, created by artist Edd 
Hayes, depicts two solders atop a mar-
ble slab, reflecting the camaraderie 
between former Woodlands residents 
and soldiers Cory Kosters and Zach-
ary Endsley, both of the U.S. Army. 
Kosters was killed in action in 2007 
while serving in Iraq, and Endsley was 
killed in action the same year while 
serving in Afghanistan. 

Everett Ison, co-chairman of The 
Way Home project, said that an 
estimated 2,000 people showed up at 
the park on Memorial Day, a number 
much higher than the 500 people the 
organization was expecting.

“We were just overwhelmed,” Ison 

space would be utilized as a House of 
Blues hospitality venue, according to 
the township.

The facility would be located where 
the House of Blues temporary hospi-
tality tent is located now.

“We’re still working through some 
of the details of the agreement, but 
hopefully we’ll have them done 
soon,” said John Powers, assistant 
general manager for community 
services for the township. 

The cost of the facility will be about 
$5.5 million, of which the township 
could pay up to $3.1 million. 

Once the agreement is finalized, 
construction could begin in Novem-
ber, Powers said, and wrap up in time 
for the pavilion’s 2016 concert season.

said. “We saw such a huge support 
from the community.”

Ison said the ceremony will con-
tinue to take place on both Memorial 
Day and Veterans Day in future years.

“This has just been all about the 
veterans, and that’s why it was built,” 
Ison said. “It was closure for some, 
appreciation for others.”

The ceremony also featured several 
veterans organizations, including the 
Veterans of Foreign War Post No. 
1204, who handed out poppies in 
remembrance of fallen solders, and the 
American League Post No. 305, whose 
chaplain assisted with the evocation at 
the start of the ceremony. 

“Our motto is ‘No one gets left 
behind,’” Ison said. “We’re now able to 
say, ‘Thank you.’”

The Woodlands Township and the Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion are negotiating a deal to build 
a permanent facility on the pavilion grounds that would house an ice skating rink.
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About 2,000 people attended ‘The Way Home’ 
dedication ceremony at Town Green Park.
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BRIEFS

Homes Available

Delivery!

forQuick
Convenient to New Village Center  

Oversized Home Sites Available • Resort-Style Amenities

The Estates at Blairs Way
Largest Home Sites in The Woodlands
From the Mid-$800s • 281-516-0899

Creekside Park – It Just Keeps Getting Better!

Visit Today - Tour Models & Quick Delivery Homes!

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to 
confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 & 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders. 

Five-Time Texas Builder of the Year!*  |  TollBrothers.com/CITW
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The Estates
at Blairs Way

Model
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Model

Creekside Park
Village Center
HEB & More 
Now Open!

Map Not to Scale

Exit 77

Wooded Overlook
Private Enclave

From the Mid-$600s  
281-255-0299

Coronet Ridge
Wooded Home Sites
From the Low $700s  

281-516-0899
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texaschildrens.org/promise

To further advance pediatric 
care in The Woodlands.

28120WCIN-006-041715

The Promise campaign will suppor t construction of 
Texas Children’s Hospital The Woodlands — bringing 

a dedicated pediatric hospital to some of the 
fastest-growing communities in the nation.
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Visit Visit Visit 
market market market 
reports reports reports 
on our on our on our 
websitewebsitewebsite

LET US PREPARE A CUSTOMIZED MARKET 
ANALYSIS OF YOUR HOME

Direct: 713-256-4998 O�  ce: 281-367-7770

Michele@MicheleFlory.com • www.MicheleFlory.com

Data Source: Houston Association of Realtors

BY THE NUMBERS

THE CYNTHIA WOODS MITCHELL

PAVILION
AN INSIDE LOOK

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion is one of the most popular live music 
and performing arts venues in the world, according to Pollstar, the concert 
industry’s leading trade publication. Located at 2005 Lake Robbins Drive in 
The Woodlands, the Woodlands Pavilion, as it is also known, has provided 
the Greater Houston area with a range of performing arts and entertainment 
events since it opened in 1990.  The Pavilion is now in its 26th season and 
presents about 65 events every March through December, ranging from 
rock to jazz, country to classical and even contemporary American ballet, 
according to Pavilion officials. 

ANNUAL ATTENDANCE

 A
TT

EN
D

A
N

C
E 

(i
n

 t
h

e 
th

o
u

sa
n

d
s)

R
EC

O
R

D
 A

TT
EN

D
A

N
C

E

0

350,000

400,000

450,000

500,000

550,000

2010 20122011 2013 2013

465,859

365,898

476,045

526,571

541,193

NUMBER OF PERFORMANCES

V
EN

U
E 

EV
EN

TS

0

50

60

70

2005 2007 20112009 20132006 2008 20122010 2014

2010 - 3rd

2011 - 5th

2012 - 2nd

2013 - 4th

2014 - 2ndSEASON 
March-December

1st PERFORMER
Frank Sinatra 

April 28, 1990 
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153 points of sale  
for concession

TOP 5 VENUES
The Woodlands Pavilion has ranked 
in the top five in ticket sales among 
worldwide outdoor amphitheaters 
each year since 2010 by Pollstar.

6,500 
Covered seats

10,000 
Lawn seats

252 
Box seats

SEATS 
AVAILABLE

3,000 free parking spaces

960 shared parking spaces in the 

on-site garage

40 wheelchair accessible parking 
spaces

PARKING

Artists/acts that have performed 
most often at the pavilion 

Houston Symphony – 208
Dave Matthews Band – 22
Houston Ballet – 21
Chicago – 19
Jimmy Buffett – 19
Texas Music Festival Orchestra – 15
Lyle Lovett – 12
Lynyrd Skynyrd – 11
James Taylor – 11
Clay Walker – 10

PLAY IT AGAIN...
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Source: Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion/Community Impact Newspaper 
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Tucked away in bustling South Montgomery County is a master-planned golf course community that 

has something for everyone – a neighborly ambiance and timeless elegance set amid a backdrop of 

naturally forested reserves. 

Find townhomes, patio homes, single-family designs and custom homes for every stage of life. 

Enjoy on-site conveniences such as a CVS Pharmacy, Kiddie Academy and United Methodist church, 

coming soon. Explore miles of trails, numerous parks and the Forest Island recreation complex, 

complete with swimming, tennis, basketball and more. Rest easy knowing your young children are 

just down the street at Stewart Elementary.

Welcome to your new hometown  Welcome to Woodforest.

Prices and availabilitiy are subject 
to change without notice.

New homes from the 
$200s  to the Millions

936-447-2800 · WoodforestTx.com

sleep dream repeat

www.heartstrongsleep.com

Do You Suffer From:
• Hypertension • Snoring • Heart Disease • Daytime Sleepiness •

• Diabetes • Heart Disease • Abnormal Sleep Patterns • Insomnia •

• Frequent Night-time Urination • Obesity • COPD • Depression •

Heartstrong Sleep Center • Near Market Street
9450 Grogans Mill • Suite 150 • The Woodlands • 77380

Call 832.770.3200

You Deserve The Best Sleep Possible

Sleep    •    Dream    •    Repeat

Stop suffering... start sleeping

Do you suffer from:
Hypertension • snoring • heart disease 

daytime sleepiness • Diabetes

abnormal sleep patterns • insomnia

frequent night time urination• obesity 

copd • depression

WE SERVE ADULTS & PEDIATRIC – 3 YEARS AND OLDER

www.heartstrongsleep.com

heartstrong sleep center• near market street
9450 grogans mill • suite 150 • the woodlands • 77380

CALL 832.770.3200

1330 LAKE ROBBINS DR. STE. 360 • THE WOODLANDS, TX 77380

(281) 364-9100 • WWW.MILLER-GREEN.COM

The Largest Independent Investment 
Advisor in The Woodlands

Education Funding
Estate Planning

Asset Management
Retirement Planning

We are here for your life’s transitions.

Helping Families Since 1983

Securities offered through Sanders Morris Harris Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC
Advisory Services offered through Sanders Morris Harris Inc. and/or Miller-Green Financial Services, Inc.

Per fi lings obtained from the SEC Investment Adviser Public Disclosure, Miller-Green Financial Services, Inc. is 
the largest registered investment advisor headquartered in Montgomery County, Texas, servicing “individuals.”
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FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, communityimpact.com/wdl

Warehouse, manufacturing facilities in demand countywide
By Carrie Taylor

Conroe and Montgomery’s indus-
trial sector is thriving thanks in part 
to Montgomery Summit Business 
Park opened at the end of May, and 
Conroe Park North tenants undergo-
ing expansions.

The first phase of the 96-acre 
Montgomery Summit Business Park 
includes one office building and two 
warehouses, with the first three ten-
ants moving into their spaces in early 
June, property owner Mike Ogor-
chock said.

Meanwhile corporations have 
invested $300 million in Conroe Park 
North in the past 15 months in the 
form of new facilities and equipment, 
which led to the creation of 350 new 

jobs, said Fred Welch, executive direc-
tor of the Greater Conroe Economic 
Development Council. 

Because of the park’s size and flex-
ibility with its plats, companies look 
to the area for parcels where they can 
grow over 20 or 30 years, Welch said.

“For businesses overall, the business 
parks offer a manufacturing district in 
an area where all of the infrastructure 
is in place,” Welch said. “You know 
who your neighbors are, and you are 
not crowded up next to residential 
areas.”

The park has attracted several 
tenants in the past two decades that 
have made significant investments. 
Ball Corporation, a manufacturer 
of recyclable aluminum beverage 

containers, is in the midst of a $73.5 
million expansion that will create  
55 new jobs. 

Colorado-based Ball is expanding 
its metal beverage packaging capabili-
ties, said company spokesperson Scott 
McCarty. It will enable the company 
to offer more than 20 can sizes and 
photo-quality graphics. 

In addition, oil and gas service 
company Pro-Directional moved into 
a new operations facility on 15 acres 
of land with the park in April. The 
$116.68 million investment will create 
140 jobs in the city, Welch said.

Welch said the park has been 
successful because it provides an ideal 
environment for companies to build 
and grow their facilities. 

TOP 5 WEB STORIES
Most read web stories from  
May 14, 2015-June 2, 2015

1  Grand Central Park begins to take 
shape

2  Retail center to remain intact, minus 
Tailgator’s

3  Study: The Woodlands sending fewer 
kids to CISD

4  Three new master-planned 
communities in development

5  Area major employers continue hiring 
spree

Mobile-friendly, online-exclusive 
news communityimpact.com

Find us on Facebook
communityimpact.com/facebook

Follow us on Twitter:
@impactnews_wdl

Compiled by Julie Butterfield and Brian Walzel

                READER FEEDBACK
In response to Ironman triathlon brings 
competitors, spectators, road closures: 

“I work all week and only have Saturday 
to run errands and get things done 
but can’t go anywhere because of 
the Ironman marathon. If they want 

to have an Ironman marathon— fine—but 
do it without interfering with everyone 
else’s lives. I hate it.”

—Paul

In response to Study: The Woodlands 
sending fewer kids to CISD: 

“As lower cost housing such as apart-
ments are built around The Wood-
lands, more and more upper- and 
middle-class families will be forced 

to send their children to private schools 
because of the inability of Texas schools 
to improve the performance of lower 
income students. This cost offsets the 
overall low cost of living in Texas.”

—Augusta G.

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

How would you vote if Montgomery County 
proposed a new road bond this November 
that did not include an extension of 
Woodlands Parkway?

 For

 Against

 For, but not because of Woodlands Parkway

 Against, but not because of Woodlands Parkway

 Unsure

  Take the poll at communityimpact.com/wdl-poll.

Look for the results here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

Do you think The Woodlands hosts too many 
triathlons and marathons?

Yes, the Woodlands should cut back on the number of events 
it hosts 

  49.59% 

No, the Woodlands should host more events

  26.45% 

No, the Woodlands hosts an adequate number of events:

  14.88% 
Yes, the Woodlands should not add any more events but keep 
the ones it has

   5.79%

Other

  3.29% 

Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected June 10, 2015-May 28, 2015.

The Montgomery County Commissioners Court is considering a 
new road bond election. Precinct 3 Commissioner James Noack 
is in favor a holding an election this November while others 
would prefer to hold a bond election in 2016. 

Brand new world class offi ce building for lease in 
The Woodlands. Located one block from I-45.

THEGRIJALVAGROUP.COM | 281-415-5294 | 832-651-9698

26310 OAKRIDGE DR., THE WOODLANDS, TX

 ADA compliant

INVESTMENTS
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Detectives Office, 1520 Lake Front 
Circle, Ste. 900, The Woodlands. 281-
210-3950. 

13 Ready! Emergency 
preparedness 

The Woodlands Township hosts an 
emergency preparedness event to help 
protect area residents and reduce the 
effect various emergencies can have 
on people’s lives. The event includes 
fire and police departments, the 
National Weather Service and hospitals. 
Attendees are given the opportunity to 
view electric demonstrations, safety 
vehicles, discover helpful emergency 
preparedness links and view videos 
on preparing for natural and man-
made emergency situations. 9 am-
noon. Free. The Woodlands Township 
Hall, 2801 Technology Forest Blvd., 
The Woodlands. 281-210-3800. 
thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/getready

13 ‘Sh-Boom It’s A capella’
Kerri Mauney, assistant director 

of The Woodlands Show Chorus, directs 
the choir in presenting the American 
art of a capella four-part harmony in 
barbershop style during the Young 
Women in Harmony Festival. The 
workshop is open to girls ages 10-25. 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. $20. Christ Church United 
Methodist, 6363 Research Forest Drive, 
The Woodlands. 281-744-8418.  
www.thewoodlandsshowchorus.org

13 Splash Series event
Rob Fleming Aquatic Center 

will hold special evening events and 
activities throughout the summer. 
The Woodlands Township Parks and 
Recreation Department invites area 
residents to join the community for 
games and water activities for all 
ages. The event includes a dive-

June

10 Texas Collegiate League 
Baseball

The Woodlands is home to one of six 
teams in baseball’s Texas Collegiate 
League. Since the TCL’s inaugural 
season in 2004, numerous notable 
players have been drafted to play Major 
League Baseball, including former 
Houston Astros’ outfielder Hunter 
Pence. The Woodlands Strykers began 
its third season at the end of May and 
take on the Acadiana Cane Cutters in its 
ninth home game of the year. 7:05 p.m. 
$2-$12 (single tickets). The Woodlands 
Christian Academy, 5800 Alden Woods 
Drive, The Woodlands. 832-482-5850.  
www.woodlandsstrykers.com

12 Alzheimer’s caregiver and 
spouse support group

Autumn Leaves of The Woodlands 
hosts a support group for Alzheimer’s 
patients, their caregivers and spouses. 
Attendees enjoy a light lunch. Noon. 
Free. Autumn Leaves of The Woodlands. 
10700 Montfair Blvd., The Woodlands. 
713-828-4692. www.autumnleaves.com/
communities/woodlands

12 Creekside YMCA Teen 
Takeover

The Creekside YMCA hosts a social 
event for students ages 11-15. 
Participants must be in sixth grade or 
above to attend. The activity calendar 
includes a social mixer, night hike, 
sports, group games, fitness, arts, 
dancing, fellowship and more. While 
preregistration is required, a YMCA 
membership is not. 7 p.m. Free. 
Creekside YMCA, 6464 Creekside Forest 
Drive, The Woodlands.  
832-698-1283. www.ymcahouston.org/
south-montgomery-county

13 Musical Island Boys show
The Statesmen Chorus presents 

Musical Island Boys of Wellington, New 
Zealand. The show also features the 
Houston Tidelanders Chorus. 7 p.m. 
$20-$50 (reserved seating). Cypress 
Creek Christian Community Center, 6823 
Cypresswood Drive, Spring.  
281-440-4850. www.thecentrum.org

13 and 20  
Rape aggression  

defense class
The Woodlands Township Recreation 
Center offers a class taught by the 
Montgomery County sheriff’s office. 
The program offers information on how 
to remain safe and fend off an attacker 
in dangerous situations, including 
rape. The class is open to women only, 
and participants under the age of 18 
must have a signed parental consent 
form. Times vary. Free. South County 

CALENDAR
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18th annual Red, Hot & 
Blue Festival & Fireworks 
Extravaganza 

The 2015 Red, Hot and Blue Festival 
takes place in The Woodlands Town 
Center and features live music, strolling 
entertainers, face painting, games and 
eating contests. The festival closes with 
a fireworks show. 6-10 p.m. Free. The 
Woodlands Town Center, The Woodlands. 
281-363-2447.  
www.thewoodlandscvb.com
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FEATURED Event

in movie, “Cloudy with a Chance 
of Meatballs 2.” Concessions are 
available for purchase. 8:30 p.m. $6 
per person. Rob Fleming Aquatic 
Center, 6535 Creekside Forest 
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-210-
3900. www.woodlandsevents.com/
swimming-pools/creekside-park/rob-
fleming-aquatic-center

13 20 and 27 
Waterway Nights

The event features live music and a 
fireworks show to end the evening. 
7-9 p.m. Free. Waterway Square 
Place, The Woodlands.  
281-363-2447.  
www.thewoodlandscvb.com

17 Watch Talk Wednesday
The District 6 crime prevention 

unit of the Montgomery County sheriff’s 
office presents “Safe at Home and in 
Your Neighborhood.” Harris County 
Constable Precinct 4 Mark Herman 
answers questions for Creekside Park 
residents at the session. Topics include 
crime prevention tools, lighting and 
suspicious activity. Noon-1 p.m. Free. 
The Woodlands Township town hall. 
2801 Technology Forest Blvd., The 
Woodlands. 281-210-3884.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

18 Oilfield Helping Hands 
Northside Social

OHH Houston Chapter hosts an oil field 
event for socializing and networking. 
Attendees enjoy two drink tickets, 
appetizers and door prizes. Colleagues, 
clients and friends are welcome to 
attend. 5:30-7:30 p.m. Free. Bowlero, 
27000 I-45 N., The Woodlands.  
281-813-8523.  
www.oilfieldhelpinghands.org

SAVE
BIG
IN SPRING

Stop by our office 
for a free auto quote 
and see how much 

you could save.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are 
not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a 
registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance 
Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. 
Subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2014. © 2014 GEICO

713-224-3426 
1403 Spring Cypress Road

Spring, TX  
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receive $50 off any plumbing service 
with a donation of one bag or six cans of 
dog or cat food. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. Mr. 
Rooter Plumbing,  25251 Borough Park 
Drive, Spring. 281-413-6266.  
www.mcaspets.org

July

03 “Star-Spangled Salute”
Houston Symphony performs 

patriotic favorites and its rendition of 
the “1812 Overture,” which includes 
cannons. Pre-concert activities at the 
North Plaza include patriotic characters, 

20 Riva Row Boat House Dog 
Excursion Day

Dogs can join kayakers during a free 
guided tour of Lake Woodlands during 
this summer event. Space is limited. 
9:30-11 a.m. $40 per person and dog, 
$15 for a second person. Riva Row Boat 
House, 2101 Riva Row, The Woodlands.  
281-210-3965. www.thewoodlandstx.
com/rivarowboathouse/

26 through 28  
The Woodlands Craft Beer 

and Music Festival
Mercedes-Benz of The Woodlands 
presents a craft beer and music festival 
featuring over 40 brewers of craft beer. 
Festivities include food, live music and 
entertainment. Attendees can choose 
from three different admission ticket 
options. Designated drivers receive 
a discounted music-only ticket and 
unlimited free water. 6-11 p.m. (June 26), 
noon-11 p.m. (June 27), 2-8 p.m. (June 
28). $15-$55. Town Green Park, 2099 
Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands. 
832-993-1604.  
www.woodlandscraftbeerfestival.com

30 Montgomery County 
Animal Shelter food drive

Mr. Rooter Plumbing hosts the second 
biannual food drive through June 30 to 
raise awareness for the Montgomery 
County Animal Shelter. Customers 

Compiled by Chantel Green

through 14 
Houston Beer Festival 
The event features more than 

20 bands, a large variety of specialty 
craft beers and food vendors. Two-
ounce tastings and 12-ounce beers are 
available. Noon-10 p.m. (July 14), noon-8 
p.m. (July 14). Attendees must be age 21 
or older. $25. Hermann Square Park, 900 
Smith St., Houston.  
281-509-1682.  
www.houstonbeerfestival.com
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Worth the TRIP

music, arts, crafts and souvenirs.  
8 p.m. Free. Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavillion, 2005 Lake Robbins Drive, The 
Woodlands. 281-363-3300.  
www.woodlandscenter.org

04 Fourth of July at The 
Woodlands Pools

The Woodlands Township pools are 
open for families to enjoy during the 
holiday. All ages. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Free. 
The Woodlands Township pools, The 
Woodlands. 281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/pools

04 Fourth of July Concert in 
the Park

The Woodlands Convention and Visitors 
Bureau and The Woodlands Township 
Parks and Recreation Department 
present Kaos and The Spicolis in 
concert. The live music event will include 
family-friendly activities. Attendees are 
encouraged to bring a blanket, picnic 
dinner and lawn chairs. 5:30 p.m. Free. 
Waterway Square, Town Center, The 
Woodlands. 281-363-2447.  
www.thewoodlandscvb.com

Find more or submit  
The Woodlands events at  
communityimpact.com/wdl

To have The Woodlands events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Sponsored by
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(or)
FREE  

EXAM  
Includes consultation,  

exam & necessary x-rays  
A savings of $199.

Good for 30 days.

FREE TEETH  
WHITENING  

After paid cleaning, exam  
& x-rays at normal fee 
A savings of $399.

Good for 30 days.

8 Lumineers 
for $6,295!

Regular cash price is $11,995.
Available to the first 7 patients who

contact us from this ad.
Good for 30 days.

kitchen + bar

We’re curing something 
new in Creekside Village. 

Follow your nose to a great new job.
The aroma of our housemade charcuterie, 
artisan fresh pasta, and wood-grilled, 
dry-aged beef at the new Fielding’s Local 
Kitchen + Bar in The Woodlands is amazing. 
And so are the job opportunities at this 
exciting new concept from the creators 
of Fielding’s Wood Grill. 

Looking for Great People To Join Us!

FROM THE TEAM 
THAT BROUGHT YOU

FIELDING’S WOOD GRILL

Opening June 2015 at Creekside Village Center, The Woodlands

Now Hiring For All Positions
Management / leadership, Servers, 

Bartenders, Baristas, Food Runners, 
Expos, Hosts, Sous Chefs, 

Cooks, and Bakers. 

Apply at Fieldings.com/careers

CommercebankCommercebank

Member
FDIC

   *MCB Money Market Account: Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 05/15/2015. Rates are subject to change without notice. Minimum balance required to obtain the advertised APY is $100,000. This is a tiered rate account and the rate 
of interest depends on the balance in the account: Balances from $50,000 - $99,999.99 receive 0.95% APY; balances from $25,000 - $49,999.99 receive 0.90% APY; $10,000 - $24,999.99 receive 0.85% APY; balances from $5,000 - $9,999.99 receive 0.30% 
APY; balances from $100 - $4,999.99 receive 0.20% APY. Stated APY’s are valid only for Personal account customers. Certain restrictions and fees may apply. Fees could reduce earnings. Please refer to the Personal Checking and Savings Accounts 
brochure and the Miscellaneous Service Fees for Personal, Commercial and Corporate Accounts brochure. Customer must be a citizen or resident alien of the United States (U.S.) with a valid U.S. taxpayer identification number. **18-Month CD: 
Domestic accounts only. Advertised rate applies only to accounts opened at a Mercantil Commercebank Banking Center location. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of the date of this publication. To take advantage of this offer, CD must be 
opened commencing March 16, 2015, with new funds deposited to Mercantil Commercebank. The minimum balance to open an account and to obtain the advertised APY is $10,000 up to a maximum of $250,000 for United States citizens or resident 
aliens with a valid U.S. Taxpayer identification number. Advertised rate is subject to change without notice. Penalties for early withdrawal may be imposed. Fees could reduce earnings on the account.            

Mercantil Commercebank, empowering your world

South Shepherd
3200 South Shepherd Drive
Houston, TX 77098
(281) 417-1880

FM 1960 West
12145 FM 1960 West
Houston, TX 77065
(713) 331-4300

Downtown Houston
717 Texas Avenue, Suite #100
Houston, TX 77002
(713) 571-8010

The Woodlands
1735 Research Forest Dr. 
Shenandoah, TX 77380 
(281) 520-3002 

Tanglewood
5897 San Felipe Street
Houston, TX 77057
(713) 481-2061

Visit your nearest Banking Center location:

www.mercantilcb.com/moneymarket

Follow us

No time to make
your money work?

1.25 APY** 
%

18-Month CD

1.00 APY* 
%

MCB Money Market Account

$100,000+
Minimum balance required to obtain APY

These rates work for you.
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www.thewoodlandscvb.com 
The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

2005 Lake Robbins Drive, 
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

June
 12 Disney’s “Tale as Old as Time,”  
  with the Houston Symphony,  
  8 p.m.
 13 Boom 92 Kings of the Mic,  
  4:30 p.m.
 17 “Move,” with Derek and Julianne  
  Hough, 7:30 p.m.
 19 Texas Music Festival Orchestra,  
  8 p.m.
July
 02 Third Eye Blind, Dashboard  
  Confessional, 7 p.m.
 03 “Star-Spangled Salute,” with the  
  Houston Symphony, 8 p.m.
 10 Tedeschi Trucks Band,  
  Sharon Jones and the Dap- 
  Kings, Doyle Bramhall II, 6:30 p.m.
 17 The Avett Brothers, Old Crow  
  Medicine Show, 7:30 p.m.
 18 Steely Dan, Elvis Costello and  
  the Imposters, 7 p.m.
 21 Sublime with Rome, 6:35 p.m.
 22 Kid Rock, 7 p.m.
 24 Fall Out Boy, Wiz Khalifa,  
  7 p.m.
 25 Chicago, Earth, Wind and  
  Fire, 7:30 p.m.
 30 “Old Time Rock ‘n’ Roll,” with  
  the Houston Symphony, 8 p.m.
 31 Idina Menzel, 8 p.m.
August
 01 Rockstar Energy Mayhem  
  Festival, 1 p.m.
 08 5 Seconds of Summer, 7:30 p.m.
 15 “Grease Sing-A-Long,” 8 p.m.
 19 Incubus, Deftones, 6:15 p.m.
 21 J. Cole, Big Sean, 6:30 p.m.
 22 Def Leppard, Styx and Tesla,  
  7 p.m.
 25 Yes, Toto, 7:30 p.m. 
September
 01 Kelly Clarkson, Pentatonix and  
  Eric Hutchinson, 7 p.m.
 04 Slipknot with Lamb of God,  
  Bullet for My Valentine and  
  Motionless in White, 6:30 p.m.
 10 “Music of the Americas,” with  
  the Houston Symphony, 8 p.m.
 25 Van Halen and Kenny Wayne  
  Shepherd Band, 7:30 p.m. 

Dosey Doe Music Café

463 FM 1488, Conroe 
936-271-2171
www.doseydoe.com

June  
 10 Zach Coffey, 7:30 p.m.
 11 Carolyn Wonderland, 8:30 p.m.
 12 Jonathan Edwards, 8:30 p.m.
 13 Josh Grider, 8:30 p.m.

LIVE MUSIC CALENDAR
Live music in and around The Woodlands Compiled by Chantel Green

 17 Texas Christian Music  
  Association, 6 p.m.
 18 The Black Lillies, 8:30 p.m.
 19 Cool Freddie E & the Crew,  
  8:30 p.m.
 20 Kyle Hutton, 8:30 p.m.
 24 Courtney Patton, 8 p.m.
 25 “An Evening with Cody Canada  
  and Mike McClure,” 8:30 p.m.
 26 Dan Navarro, 8:30 p.m.
 27 Brandon Rhyder, 8:30 p.m.
July
 01 Brian Kalinec, 7:30 p.m.
 02 Thieving Birds, 8:30 p.m.
 03 Hamilton Loomis, 8:30 p.m.
 07 Scott Brown & Friends, Bart  
  Crow, 8:30 p.m.
 08 Dub Miller, 8 p.m.
 09 Michael Player, 8:30 p.m.
 10 Cale Tyson, 7:30 p.m.
 10 Mike & the Moonpies, 8:30 p.m.

Dosey Doe Big Barn 

25911 I-45 N., The Woodlands 
281-367-3774
www.doseydoe.com

June
 11 Rich Robinson of the Black  
  Crowes, 8:30 p.m.
 12 Ginger Baker’s Jazz Confusion,  
  8:30 p.m. 
 13 Tony Baldwin, 8 a.m.
 13 “Tribute to George Strait,” with  
  Derek Spence, 8:30 p.m.
 14 Tony Baldwin, 8 a.m.
 14 Gin Blossoms, 5:30 and 9 p.m.
 18 Slaid Cleaves, 8:30 p.m.
 19 Le Freak, 8:30 p.m.
 20 Joe Burlison Trio, 8 a.m.
 20 Rippingtons, 8:30 p.m.
 21 Joe Burlison Trio, 8 a.m.
 24 Jefferson Starship, 8 p.m.
 26 Earl Thomas Conley, 8:30 p.m.
 27 Seryn, 8:30 p.m.
 28 Tony Baldwin, 8 a.m.
 28 Ambrosia, 7:30 p.m.
July
 03 Gene Watson, 8:30 p.m.

 04 Joe Burlison Trio, 8 a.m.
 05 Joe Burlison Trio, 8 a.m.
 05 The Highwaymen, 7 p.m.

GenuWine Tasting Room

6503 FM 1488, Ste. 401, Magnolia 
832-934-2675 
www.mygenuwine.com 
All events begin at 7:30 p.m. 

    
June
 11 Sheri Lavo  
 12 Jenn Harris 
 13 Mike Allen with Stephan Sullivan
 18  Morgan Taylor Wilson 
 19 The Silvertones 
 20 Russell Boyd
 25 Grant Harrison 
 26 Sean Harrold
 27 Chase Gassaway  
July
 02 Corey Michaels
 03 Scott Haskins

Main Street Crossing

111 W. Main St. , Tomball 
281-290-0431
www.mainstreetcrossing.com  

June
 10 Folk Family Revival, Shellee  
  Coley, 8 p.m.
 12 Mark Jones, 8 p.m.
 13 Trout Fishing in America, 8 p.m.
 17 Jason Boland, 8 p.m.
 18  Tony Ramey, 8 p.m.
 19 Marty Stuart, 8 p.m.
 26 American Aquarium, 8 p.m.
 26 John Conlee, 8 p.m.

 27 David Ball, 8 p.m.Big Texas Dance Hall & Saloon

19959 Holzwarth Road, Spring
281-353-8898
www.bigtexassaloon.com

June  
 12  Steve Wariner, 10 p.m.  
 19 Kyle Park, 10 p.m.

A Day in the Country
Bud Light presents The New 
93Q’s 11th annual “A Day in the 

Country,” with Darius Rucker headlining.  
In 2012 Rucker was inducted into the 
Grand Ole Opry. “A Day in the Country” 
will also feature performances by Brett 
Eldredge, A Thousand Horses, Brothers 
Osborne, Casey James, Chase Bryant, 
Drake White and Michael Ray. 2:30 p.m. 
$20-$44.75. Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion, 2005 Lake Robbins Drive, The 
Woodlands.  
281-210-1105. www.woodlandscenter.org
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FEATURED Event

www.woodlandscenter.org

Community IMPACT 2.1709  x 11.25”
jdollar@judestudios.com

Tickets can be purchased at The 
Pavilion Box Office, all Ticketmaster 
outlets, by calling 800-745-3000 or 
online at www.ticketmaster.com.

Friday
JULY 3
Star- 
Spangled Salute
HOUSTON SYMPHONY
Steven Reineke, conductor
Christopher Johnstone, vocalist
8 p.m. / Doors: 6:30 p.m.
FREE EVENT presented 
by The Woodlands 
Development Company

Thursday
JULY 30
“Old Time  
Rock ‘n’ Roll” 
Broadway’s Michael Cavanaugh
HOUSTON SYMPHONY
8 p.m. / Doors: 7 p.m.
$20 orchestra seating
FREE mezzanine and lawn 
seating courtesy of 
Anadarko Petroleum 
Corporation and Insperity

app store and Google Play

JULY

3

JULY

30
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WE HAVE A PROGRAM THAT IS DESIGNED TO 
KICK METABOLISM INTO HIGH GEAR

BY EATING NORMAL FOODS AND USING 
PATENTED FAT-BURNERS AND BLOCKERS 

FDA-APPROVED APPETITE SUPPRESSANT
OR ALL NATURAL AMINO ACIDS

WE MEDICALLY MONITOR YOUR PROGRESS 
AND WORK WITH YOUR INSURANCE

WOODLANDS PKWY. ROBINSON RD.

ALANA LN.

HANNA RD.

GIVE US A CALL TO FIND OUT MORE!
281-419-7222

$50 OFF
INITIAL VISIT

26797 HANNA RD., STE. 3, OAK RIDGE NORTH, TX 77385 
HEALHTYFIGURESHOUSTON.COM

Mobile Deposit Capture lets you deposit your checks in  
the convenience of your home, office, or on the go!

Snap it. 
Send it. 
Deposit.

It’s that simple!

Snap a photo of your endorsed check with your Apple or Android 
smart phone

Send it in by 3 p.m. and we’ll get the funds into your linked account

Your check will be deposited by the next business day

1

2

3

WHERE
TRADITION & CONVENIENCE

MEET

7 GREATER HOUSTON LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

3205 College Park Dr. (Hwy 242)
The Woodlands, Texas 77384
936.273.4286

TraditionBank.com
713.666.2511 - Main
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T he Yahagi frappe was cre-
ated so that Hummingbird 
Tea Room and Bakery could 

offer guests cold tea, owner Nasim 
Bell said. Although cold drinks like 
bubble teas are popular, Bell said they 
include too many artificial ingre-
dients. So she created the Yahagi 
frappe, a matcha tea drink.

“I had heard of matcha tea being 
offered as a cold drink and decided 
to experiment at the tea room,” Bell 
said. 

The drink’s ingredients include 
dairy, almond or soy milk, ice, frappe 
mix, simple syrup and chia seeds.

Bell said the drink pairs well with 
the bakery’s baguettes and other 
menu items.

“I have customers adding the 
Yahagi frappe to the apple cheddar 
salad—the sharpness of the Irish 
cheddar pairs well with the slight 
sweetness of the frappes.”

T he bartenders at Robard’s 
Steakhouse do not skimp on 
the fresh berries in the Texas 

mojito, a popular rum drink offered 
by the new steakhouse. Bartender 
Keith Clemens said the restaurant’s 
bartenders use only fresh and sea-
sonal berries.

“Right now strawberries are in sea-
son,” he said. “In the fall it’s blackber-
ries, raspberries—whatever’s freshest.” 

The Texas mojito is made with 
Texas rum, freshly muddled mint, 
lime juice, simple syrup and berries. 

The drink pairs well with Robard’s 
calamari.

“The sweetness of the Texas rum 
and the fresh berries pair great 
with our calamari—with the sweet 
peppers and Parmesan marinara—
because you get a little spicy and a 
little sweet,” Clemons said. 

Robard’s Steakhouse is located at 
the Woodlands Resort and Confer-
ence Center.

Yahagi frappe
Hummingbird Tea Room 
and Bakery

Texas mojito
Robard’s Steakhouse

DRINKS

Hummingbird Tea Room Robard’s Steakhouse

Woodlands Pkwy. 

2978

G
rogan’s M

ill R
d. 

N. Millbend Dr. 

30420 FM 2978, The Woodlands
281-419-8362
www.hummingbirdtearoom.com
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.–5:30 p.m., 
Sat. 8 a.m.–4 p.m.

2301 N. Millbend Drive, The Woodlands
281-364-6400
www.robardssteakhouse.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 5-10 p.m., Fri.-Sat. 
5-11 p.m.
Social hour: Mon.-Sat. 4-6 p.m.

The Yahagi frappe ($5.25) includes bloomed 
chia seeds.

The Texas mojito is $6 during the social hour 
and $12 during regular hours. 
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For more information please 

call 281-681-0400 or visit 

us at GracepointHomes.com

WE BUILDcommunity

At Gracepoint Homes, we believe the foundation of an exceptional home rests not merely on its concrete footprint, but in the  

vitality of the community surrounding it. It is our foremost goal that Gracepoint homeowners have ample opportunity to find  

both the community tailored to them and a quality home that will be perfect for years to come.

We choose premier locations throughout the Houston-area that provide the perfect compliment to our array of  architectural styles. 

From Southern traditional estates nestled in the forest, to luxurious lakeside Mediterranean villas  with scenic golf course views, you can 

expect to find a lifestyle that is as distinctive as you are. At Gracepoint Homes,  we don’t just build homes, we build communities.
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Westpark Tollway
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The
Woodlands

EXXONMOBIL
CAMPUS

Shenandoah
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61. LAKESIDE COVE 
 From the $670s

2. MARION 
 From the $650s

3. LILY 
 From the $620s

4. GRAND MARION 
 From the $600s

5. STILLWATER
 Coming Soon!

6. WRIGHT’S LANDING 
 From the $260s

7. MADELINE 
 From the $440s

8. REBEKAH 
 From the $700s

9. THE POINT

     at IMPERIAL  
 From the $630s

Visit one of Gracepoint’s beautiful Houston-area 
master-planned communities today!

Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. 4/15

OVER 30 HOMES READY FOR MOVE-IN!
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David Gornet
Executive director,  
Grand Parkway Association
By Abigail Loop

As executive director of the Grand Parkway Association, David Gornet has 
been advocating for the construction of the 180-mile loop for 16 years. He 
became executive director for the association in 2001. Prior to that he worked as 
a planning and construction consultant. Before his work with the GPA, Gornet 
worked for 18 years as director of transportation and planning with a consulting 
firm in Houston. He holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees in civil engineering 
and is a registered professional engineer in Texas. Gornet said the best thing 
about being involved in the Grand Parkway construction is the ability to lessen 
travel time for drivers so they can spend more time with their families.  

How long did it take Grand 
Parkway to get started locally 
in Harris and Montgomery 
counties?

Environmental studies were started 
in 1999, and designs were approved in 
2009 for Harris County and in 2010 
for Montgomery County. In 2012 
the design was passed to [the Texas 
Department of Transportation] in 
both counties, and construction began 
in 2013.

What is the estimated cost and 
end date for construction on the 
Grand Parkway?

The estimated cost of construction 
is $1.2 billion, plus the cost of the 
land. We’re estimating a finishing date 
sometime in the latter part of 2015.

What is the noise abatement plan 
for segment F-1? What are some 
of the criteria by which those 
sound barriers are constructed?

Only one subdivision, Fairfield, 
will have noise walls. The rest of the 
neighborhoods were far enough away 
to not need one. There are federal 
guidelines on whether sound barriers 

are warranted. Just because there 
are noise walls doesn’t mean that the 
noise will go away, and just because 
traffic is heard doesn’t mean you need 
a sound barrier. The noise has to be 
above a certain level, one that is deter-
mined by these guidelines, in order to 
receive a sound barrier.

Which communities or areas 
around Segment F-2 and 
Segment G have received sound 
walls? 

Those that are needed in the F-2 
section are neighborhoods such as 
Three Lakes, Glen Loch Forest, Lakes 
of Avalon, Sugar Berry, Mossy Oaks 
and Forest North. Segment G has 
three areas where sound barriers 
will be installed. Spring Trails, Parks 
Run and Creekside will all have noise 
walls. This segment, along with seg-
ments F-1 and F-2, should be finished 
with construction later on this year.

Although the parkway will be 
located south of The Woodlands 
and Conroe area, will it still affect 
traffic in those areas?

It’ll definitely change traffic patterns 

there, and I see that as a positive 
impact. That area will also not have 
any sound barriers and won’t be 
affected by the noise of the parkway 
since it’s north of the road. But the 
parkway will take some traffic from 
the area and offer quicker trips on 
the highway rather than taking local 
roads and having longer travel times. 

With the ExxonMobil campus 
and Springwoods Village 
development well underway 
and other projects on the 
horizon, can we expect more 
development along the Grand 
Parkway at major connectors, 
such as I-45, Hwy. 249, Hwy. 290 
and Hwy. 59?

We can certainly expect more 
development in the area surrounding 
the Grand Parkway. The [portion of 
the] parkway that was built 20 years 
ago that connects Katy to Sugar Land 
has seen significant growth in its 
surrounding area. There have been 
more choices to get places, faster travel 
times, and the parkway has improved 
transportation. We’re hoping to 
see a similar repeat with the Grand 

Parkway [segments that are] being 
built now.

What is the biggest effect the 
Grand Parkway will have on The 
Woodlands and surrounding 
areas?

It’s an opportunity for all of Mont-
gomery County to grow and have 
better choices on where they work, 
live and shop. This county is a great 
place to live. I look forward to getting 
construction finished. 
 
What feedback have you heard 
concerning the Grand Parkway? 

During planning stages there 
were some concerns because people 
didn’t understand exactly how it 
would work. There was some anxiety 
about that and the type of impact it 
would have on people’s houses. But 
we told them to look at the Segment 
20-D parkway that was built and the 
influence in that corridor and how the 
housing values had not gone down 
and growth in the area could be seen. 
So now that the road is currently 
being built, people are asking when 
it’ll be finished and can’t wait to use it.
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  Woodlands Pkwy.

Hardin Store Rd.
2978

27611 FM 2978, Magnolia
832-521-3433

www.gardenmaniaus.com

Delivery Available

Wholesale & Retail Nursery
We sell plants, shrubs, trees, mulch 

and much more...

GRAND OPENING 
SPECIALS:

Receive $20
in product 

when you spend $100

Spend $200 or more and 
Receive $40 

worth of product
*exclusions may apply

Must present coupon with purchase. 
Expires July 15, 2015

Must present coupon with purchase. 
Expires July 15, 2015
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SIPLY
EVERYDAY
Evening Specials

$3 craft beers and glasses of  house 
wine (or $9 bottles of  house wine) 

every night 5pm to close.

Lake Robbins Drive

W
aterw

ay Ave

The Woodlands Mall
N

The Woodlands
1501 Lake Robbins Drive #110

The Woodlands, TX 77380
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The Lone Star College System’s Small Business Development Center works to help 
entrepreneurs start businesses and remain competitive in the global economy through services, 
workshops, seminars and the development of decision-making skills. The center’s investment in 
local businesses results in job creation and economic growth in The Woodlands area, said Sal 
Mira, executive director of the SBDC. 

“The most crucial role of the Small Business Development Center is that we are able to 
provide an experienced and unemotional assessment of [an entrepreneur’s] business goals and 
objectives,” Mira said.

Small Business 
Development Center

INSIDE INFORMATION

Lone Star College System Small 
Business Development Center

Gos
lin

g 
Rd.

Research Forest Dr.

5000 Research Forest Drive
The Woodlands
832-813-6674
www.lonestar.sbdcnetwork.net

Compiled by Chantel Green | Design by Mary-Ann Zykin

Services Workshops & Seminars Process
The SBDC offers these services to 
entrepreneurs seeking to start their 
own business:

• professional business 
management consulting

• free and low-cost workshops/
seminars

• Small Business Association-
Guaranteed and conventional 
loan assistance

• referral service to professional 
service providers

• international trade program
• procurement technical assistance 

center – government contracting
• comprehensive business library

The SBDC offers a variety of 
workshops and seminars for  
small-business owners:

• University of Houston small 
business training

• online business training courses
• Lone Star College System SBDC 

Training: business plan writing, 
market research, sales training, 
marketing to the government, 
cash management and 
budgeting, understanding your 
financials, information technology 
including website design, CEO 
roundtables

• Business Success Seminars in 
Cy-Fair and Tomball

The SBDC recommends following 
these steps to secure assistance 
when starting a new business:

• Entrepreneur submits an inquiry 
to the SBDC.

• SBDC sends an intake packet 
highlighting the request for 
consulting, a questionnaire 
on whether the business is an 
existing company or a startup 
and a strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities and threats test.

• The SBDC analyzes the answers 
in the intake packet, which allows 
the center to determine how to 
best serve the entrepreneur. 

“The Small Business Development Center gave me the confidence to go ahead with 
my business plan. They looked at my plan and assured me it was really good.”

“I have 
been pleased to learn 

that they also provide assistance to 
existing businesses and can continue to be 

a resource for me as my business continues 
to grow and I continue to learn.”

–Karla Nash, Cork This! Winery 
owner

“We feel that a business 
owner’s plan needs to be developed 

by the entrepreneur. It would not do much 
good if we wrote the plan ourselves because it 

wouldn’t reflect their passions.”

–Sal Mira, SBDC director

–Rob Maes, Express 
Laundry owner and 
president of Texas Coin 
Laundry Association
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      29th Annual SMALL BUSINESS AWARDS BANQUET

BANQUET of  CHAMPIONS
                             Sponsored by 

The Lone Star College Small Business Development Center is 
accepting nominations for its annual Small Business of the Year 
award. Small-business owners are chosen based on leadership, 
entrepreneurial spirit, business growth and success, and a 
meaningful contribution to the community. Three finalists will  
be selected from each of the six Lone Star College service areas 
and ultimately one winner from each college area will be named.
 The deadline for nomination entries is June 30.

Anyone is able to submit names of businesses in the Lone Star College 
service area they feel are deserving of this recognition.  
To submit a nomination visit us online at: 

LoneStar.sbdcnetwork.net/lonestar/Small_Business_of_the_Year.asp

Sponsored by BBVA Compass

2015 SMALL BUSINESS OF THE YEAR AWARD
NOW ACCEPTING NOMINATIONS

All 18 finalists will be honored at the 29th Annual Small Business of the Year awards banquet 
held in November. Nominations may be made by individuals, businesses and organizations.
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H arris County Precinct 4’s 
Senior Adult Program gives 
seniors opportunities to 

get involved and participate in local 
events. 

“The activities offered through the 
Senior Adult Program provide vol-
unteer opportunities, informational 
and referral seminars and programs, 
advocacy and continued learning for 
all who participate,” said Jan Sexton, 
director of community centers and the 
Senior Adult Program. 

Precinct 4 partners with more than 
400 senior adult groups to provide 
seniors age 50 and older with ongoing 
activities, such as festivals, museums, 
plays, concerts, sporting events and 
day trips within a 150-mile radius of 
Houston.  

“[Precinct 4] Commissioner [Jack] 
Cagle recognizes the contributions the 
50-and-older population continues to 
provide in the communities in which 
they live and is committed to offering 

these opportunities that promote 
healthy living, continued education 
and socialization,” Sexton said.

The program receives additional 
funding through its nonprofit organi-
zation, Fun4Seniors, which furthers 
the organization’s mission of enhanc-
ing the lives of senior adults.

“We’ve always worked to provide 
quality programs for our senior 
adults,” Cagle said. “Our SAP staff 
constantly works to build relation-
ships with our constituents to find 
out what interests them. In fact many 
of our community center programs 
come directly from the requests of our 
senior adults.”

Upcoming Fun4Seniors events 
include trips to Houston Astros 
games, the downtown aquarium, his-
toric Galveston, Houston resale shops, 
as well as Bridge tournaments.

According to Harris County’s 2015 
demographic study, Precinct 4 has the 
highest population of unincorporated 

Senior Adult Program
Classes, events encourage involvement

COMMUNITY

Harris County Precinct 4 Senior Adult Program

Harris County Precinct 4’s Senior Adult Program provides activities and outings for seniors age 50 
and older who live in the precinct.
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By Chantel Green

residents in the county at an estimated 
815,000 people. This growth in the 
area translates to the need to provide 
residents of all ages with suitable pro-
grams. In the coming years Cagle said 

the goal is to make more seniors aware 
of the precinct’s program.

“We offer everything from art to 
exercise classes at our community 
centers,” Cagle said.

Ongoing events and activities are offered 
throughout the precinct at Barbara Bush 
Branch Library, Fairbanks Branch Library, 
Kingwood Branch Library, Greenwood 
Forest Residents Club, the Humble Civic 
Center, Jersey Village Baptist Church, 

Lone Star College-University Park 
campus, St. Stephen’s United Methodist 
Church and Tomball Community Center.
281-893-3726. www.hcp4.net

From downtown Houston, take I-45 North. 
Exit Highway 242 and turn right. On 242, 
avoid the over pass by staying in the right 
(south) lane for about a mile and turn right 
at Harper’s Preserve.

New Homes from the $290s to $600s  | New Sections & New Builders Now Open
Model Homes Open Daily Highland Homes, Plantation Homes, Ashton Woods, Chesmar Homes, Gehan Homes, 
J. Patrick Homes, Drees Custom Homes HarpersPreserve.com

East Village Now Pre-Selling

- Highly-acclaimed Conroe ISD Schools
- Easy and quick access to I-45 and the Hardy Toll Road
- Recreation Center with a community pool and pool barn, walking trails,  
   playground, fire pit, bowling and bocce ball greens and horseshoe pits

Visit Today:
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C raft beer makers at 
Southern Star Brew-
ing want you to stop 

in and try the beers. The 
brewery offers free tours 
that allow brewers, who have 
experimented with unique 
and limited variety hops, to 
show off their art, owner Dave 
Fougeron said. 

Hops can be in short supply 
due to high demand or when 
a grower has not planted 
enough, which is why some 
beers are only made once. The 
tours give the public a chance 
to taste these fleeting brews.

“Our brewers say, ‘You 
know what? I want to make 
this,’” Fougeron said. “We 
love making them, and we 
love to drink them as well.” 

The tours offer visitors a 
chance to try the new beers 
and generally become guests 

of the brewery.
“They’re really laid-back,” 

Fougeron said. “People just 
come in here, and we have reg-
ulars and then we’ve got some 
for the first time checking it 
out. They’ll sit at the tables and 
bring chairs outside, break 
out the cornhole. It turns into 
kind of a social hub.”

Oh My Darling! hot dogs 
or El Latino Sabor taco truck 
provide food options for 
brewery guests.

The brewery hosts tastings 
in the taproom on the week-
ends. Guests are offered one 
free pint or a flight, which is 

four small servings of a differ-
ent beer on tap, such as pale 
ales or a seasonal variety.

“Our summer beer, Wal-
loon, is our interpretation of 
an extinct grisette beer style,” 
Fougeron said. “It was a 
working man’s beer from the 
early 1800s, and by 1960,  no 
one’s making it anymore.” 

Southern Star is the first 
independent brewery in 
Texas to put craft beer in 
cans, which are made two 
miles down the road from 
the brewery. The cans prevent 
light and air exposure. Beer is 
like a loaf of bread, Fougeron 
said, and the more air beer is 
exposed to, the sooner it goes 
stale.

All of Southern Star’s 
beer labels are designed by 
Fougeron’s longtime friend 
Michael Draper.

Southern Star Brewing
Free tours offer chance to try experimental brews

ENTERTAINMENT

Bartender Shaina McKenzie pours a craft brew from the tasting room’s tap.
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By Julie Butterfield

“I’ve known him for a very 
long time,” Fougeron said. 
“His art style is so diverse. 
A lot of the stuff he does I 
absolutely love. I just think it’s 
neat to have a friend do all of 
your artwork.” 

Southern Star beers are 
available in several Wood-
lands-area restaurants includ-
ing Americas, The Refuge Bar 
and Bistro, Hubbell and Hud-
son Bistro and Hop Scholar 
Ale House.

“We love making 
them, and we love to 
drink them as well.”

—Dave Fougeron, Southern Star 
Brewing owner

068-126 CommImpact Ad May 9.1837x5.5416 MECH.indd   1 5/5/15   4:07 PM
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Southern Star Brewing

Ai
rport Pkwy. 

336

3083

A
irp

or
t R

d.
 1207 N. FM 3083 Road E., 

Conroe, 936-441-2739
www.southernstarbrewing.com
Free tours: Sat. 2 p.m. 
Taproom tastings: Fri. 5-9 p.m., 
Sat. noon-6 p.m.

Guests receive a free pint or free flight in Southern Star’s tasting room. Owner Dave Fougeron shows a sample of Vienna malt, used for making beer.

A pallet of canned beer is ready for 
distribution.

Owners of Oh My Darling! cook the 
hot dogs in Bombshell Blonde Ale.

Pine Belt Pale Ale cans are prepped for filling along a conveyor belt.

Southern Star Brewery crafts year-
round, seasonal and specialty beers.

Year-rounds:
• Bombshell Blonde Ale: mild flavor, 

lighter body
• Buried Hatchet Stout: En-

glish-style imperial stout
• Pine Belt Pale Ale: caramel and 

hops
• Valkyrie-double IPA

Seasonal:
• Walloon: crisp farmhouse-style 
• Le Mort Vivant: bier de garde
• Old Potentate: English-style old 

ale
• Red Cockaded Ale: imperial red 

ale

Specialty:
• Black Crack: bourbon barrel-aged 

Buried Hatchet Stout
• Taproom series-varies

    Beers to cheer

sigtheater.com billiardfactory.com

888-647-6611  |  four Houston locations  |  Austin • DAllAs • Houston • sAn Antonio

26419 i-45 North
the Woodlands, tX 77380
281-681-8809

Father’s Day Sale 
Enabling All Families & Friends to Share Priceless Times Together, 

One Game Room at a Time.

Wood & Fiberglass  
Door Refinishing

• Quality In-Shop Restoration
• Beautiful Secure Loaner Door
• Maintenance Service Available 

We also refinish:
• Garage Doors
• Window Frames
• Shutters

713.861.2081   www.restoreyourdoor.com

 $50 Off!  
With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expiration 7/9/15
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PET GUIDE
THE WOODLANDS

Woodlands-area pet owners looking for pet services have a variety of options to choose from, including 
pet stores, boarding and grooming services and training programs. This guide includes some of the pet 
businesses and services that are available The Woodlands area. This guide is not comprehensive. If your 
business is not included, please email us at listings@impactnews.com

Compiled by Chantel Green and Abigail Loop

Conroe Animal Shelter
407 Sgt. Ed Holcomb Blvd. S., Conroe 
936-522-3550, www.conroeanimalshelter.com

Montgomery County  
Animal Shelter
8535 Hwy. 242, Conroe
936-442-7738, www.mcaspets.org

Operation Pets Alive
www.operationpetsalive.com

ADOPTION SERVICES

Best Friends Pet Care 
26839 I-45 N., Spring 
281-298-6500, www.bestfriendspetcare.com

Camp Bow Wow 
27616 Commerce Oaks Drive, Conroe 
832-482-2299, www.campbowwow.com

Critter Watch of The Woodlands  
Pet Sitting 
9 Split Rock Road, The Woodlands 
713-545-5871, www.critterwatch.net

Royall Oaks Canine Retreat 
19135 Oak Canyon Drive, Conroe 
713-452-0987, www.royalloaksdogs.com

Boarding

Best Friends Pet Care
26839 I-45 S., Spring 
281-298-6500, www.bestfriendspetcare.com

Forest Shadows Pet Resort
33333 Katy Lee Lane, Magnolia 
281-259-3647, www.forestshadowspetresort.com

Pet Spa Suites
27762 Robinson Road, Conroe 
281-548-2582, www.petspasuites.com

Woodlands Petmobile Full Service Pet Salon 
281-797-0070, www.woodlandspetmobile.com

Grooming

Texas Doghouse 
32403 FM 2978, Magnolia 
281-259-8672, txdoghouse.com 

Woodlands Doggie Village 
25120 Glen Loch Drive, The Woodlands 
281-419-9902, www.doggiewoodtx.com

Forest Shadows Pet Resort

Pure Mutts Animal Sanctuary

Best Friends Veterinary Hospital 

Pure Mutts Animal Sanctuary
832-277-3577
www.puremuttsanimalsanctuary.com
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BOOGIE  
DOWN  
in New Braunfels.
As the Texas temps start to climb, fun-seekers flock to New Braunfels. This great city 
is home to the world-famous Schlitterbahn Waterpark as well as two pristine rivers, 
with dozens of outfitters standing by to help you make a splash in a tube, canoe 
or kayak. There are countless ways to beat the heat... in New Braunfels.

(800) 572-2626
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Birds of Paradise
26406 Oak Ridge Drive, Spring 
281-364-1005, www.birdsofparadiserus.com

The Doggy Dish
25222 Richards Road, Spring 
281-682-9628, www.thedoggydish.com

Kriser’s Natural Pet
1925 Hughes Landing Blvd., The Woodlands 
281-499-5112, www.krisers.com 

Natural Pawz
1580 Lake Woodlands Drive, The Woodlands 
832-299-6470, naturalpawz.com 

RETAIL
Animal Clinic of  
The Woodlands-Alden Bridge
8000 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 125, 
The Woodlands, 281-292-4700 
www.animalclinicsofthewoodlands.com 

Animal Emergency  
Urgent Care Center
27870 I-45 N., Oak Ridge North 
281-367-5444, www.aeucc.com 

Best Friends Veterinary  
Hospital
26947 I-45, Spring 
281-298-6000,  
www.mybestfriendsveterinaryhospital.com

Creekside Animal Hospital
26219 Kuykendahl Road, The Woodlands 
281-351-8387 
www.thecreeksidevet.com

Grogan’s Mill Pet Clinic 
25206 Grogans Mill Rd, Spring 
281-364-8333, 
www.grogansmillpetclinic.com 

Just Cats Veterinary Services
1015 Evergreen Circle, The Woodlands 
281-367-2287 
www.justcatsvets.com

VETERINARIANS

The Fundamental Dog
31311 FM 2978, Magnolia 
713-797-510, www.thefundamentaldog.com

Green Dog Training
10959 Ponderosa Timbers Drive, Conroe 
281-821-4715, www.greendogtraining.com

Houston Dog Behavior and Training
25455 Borough Park Drive, Ste. 436, Spring 
832-299-4787, www.houstondogbehavior.com

Paw It Forward Training
281-841-1963, The Woodlands 
www.pawitforwardtraining.com

Training

Green Dog Training

Kriser’s Natural Pet Just Cats Veterinary Services

Grogan’s Mill Pet Clinic

VCA Woodlands Animal Hospital
428 Rayford Road, Spring 
281-367-7553, www.vcahospitals.com

The Village Vet at Sterling Ridge
6700 Woodlands Parkway, The Woodlands 
832-813-0000, www.villagevetwoodlands.com

Windvale Pet Hospital
9420 College Park Drive, The Woodlands 
936-271-9300, www.windvalepethospital.com
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The Woodlands | 2829 Technology Forest Blvd Ste. 120 | 713.600.8960

HELLO NEIGHBOR!
Independent Bank’s new branch in

The Woodlands is now open!

for more information visit ibtx.com

Owner & President
Jim Napolitano

Security License: C16563 & F01154

PROTECTION, CONSULTING, INVESTIGATIONS, TRAINING

Business | Government  Personal | Domestic | International

EXPERIENCED SECURITY PROFESSIONALS THAT CAN HELP 
WITH ALL OF YOUR SECURITY NEEDS

www.usssinc.com
832-482-2423

Jim Napolitano - Owner

Hours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 P.MHours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 Hours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 Hours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 

127 Sawdust Road Suite A
Spring, Texas 77380

281-292-1133

1351 W. Davis Street
Conroe, Texas 77304

936-539-2050

Order Online at KolacheFactortyToGo.com

Buy 1 Kolache & 
Get 1 FREE!
Equal or Lesser Value

Excludes specialty items such as Crossiants or Polish Varieties. One 
coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied. Cannot be 

combined with any other off er. Not valid for online ordering.
 Off er expires 7/8/15. 

Original Coupon valid only, copies not accepted.

Buy 6 Kolaches & 
Get 6 FREE!
Equal or Lesser Value

Excludes specialty items such as Crossiants or Polish Varieties. One 
coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied. Cannot be 

combined with any other off er. Not valid for online ordering.
  Off er expires 7/8/15. 

Original Coupon valid only, copies not accepted.
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Be seen! 

As you make your way through the list of must-do Woodlands activities, be part of the social media community by 
sharing your photos on Twitter and Instagram. Be sure to tag your photos with #TheWoodlandsBucketList. Later this 
summer the Community Impact Newspaper team will choose its favorite pics to run in our print edition.

#TheWoodlandsBucketList
HOW MANY CAN YOU CHECK OFF? 

 Get out
There are 110 parks located throughout The 
Woodlands with 13 parks offering swimming 
pools and splashpads. Enjoy a picnic, a swim 
or take the kids to play on the playgrounds 
that many of the parks offer. The Woodlands 
parks map, which features park locations 
and amenities, is available at  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

 Get patriotic
The Woodlands Convention and Visitors 
Bureau hosts the Red, Hot and Blue festival 
annually on July 4. The event attracts 
thousands of visitors to Town Green Park, 
located at 2099 Lake Robbins Drive. The 
event features concessions, games, activities 
and events for the entire family, including hot 
dog- and watermelon-eating contests. The 
days activities are capped off by a fireworks 
show at dusk. A list of activities, available 
parking and event times and locations is 
available at  
www.redhotandblue.com.

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com62

 Go kayaking
The Riva Row Boat House, located at 2101 
Riva Row, offers kayaking and stand-up 
paddleboarding excursions along The 
Woodlands Waterway and Lake Woodlands. 
Single kayaks are available to rent for $15 
for the first hour and $5 for each additional 
hour while tandem kayaks are $20 for the 
first hour and $5 for each additional hour. 
Riva Row Boat House is open through Aug. 
23 from 9 a.m.-8 p.m. daily, but is closed on 
Wednesdays. From Aug. 24 to Dec. 31, the 
boat house is open from 9 a.m. to sunset 
and closed on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 
281-210-3965.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

 Go shopping
Market Street in The Woodlands features 
many different dining and shopping option— 
from eateries like Jasper’s and 1252 Tapas 
Bar to retail stores, such as Ann Taylor, 
Kendra Scott and Lucky Brand. Market Street 
is open daily and events are held occasionally 
as well. Additional dining and shopping 
options as well as information on upcoming 
events is available at  
www.marketstreet-thewoodlands.com.

 Get smart
The Woodlands Children’s Museum, at 
4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, offers children 
age 7 and under interactive exhibits and 
imaginative play events. The museum serves 
to create opportunities to educate, empower 
and excite children and their families. A full 
event calendar and exhibit list is available on 
the museum’s website at  
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org.

 Enjoy the sounds
Each spring Northshore Park, located at 
2505 Lake Woodlands Drive, hosts Concerts 
in the Park during March and April. The free 
concerts are held Sunday evenings at 5:30 
p.m. and feature a variety of acts performing 
rock, country, blues and pop. Attendees can 
bring blankets, food, drinks, lawn chairs, 
coolers and pets. 281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

 Get moving
The Woodlands features more than 250 
miles of paved hike and bike trails, most 
of which connect at points throughout the 
community creating a nearly endless loop of 
travel. The Woodlands Township’s website at 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov offers a 
complete parks and pathways map.

 Rock out
The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion hosts 
more than 50 concerts featuring national 
and global music acts annually and is one of 
the world’s most popular live music venues. 
The pavilion’s concert season typically runs 
from April to September. Upcoming acts 
this year include Kid Rock, Fall Out Boy, 
Def Leppard, Kelly Clarkson and Van Halen. 
281-363-3300.  
www.woodlandscenter.org
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Compiled by Julie Butterfield, 
Chantel Green, Abigail Loop and 
Brian Walzel  
 
Designed by Jackie Brunk
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 Root, root, root
The Woodlands is home to The Woodlands 
Strykers of the Texas Collegiate Baseball 
League, an independent minor league. The 
team was established in 2012 and plays 60 
games from late May through early August. 
Home games are played at The Woodlands 
Christian Academy, located at 5800 
Academy Way. The team’s website at  
www.woodlandsstrykers.com offers the 
Strykers’ 2015 roster and schedule.

 Go fish
The Woodlands offers numerous lakes and 
ponds to cast a line. Catch and release fish 
in all lakes and ponds with the exception 
of The Waterway, Lake Woodlands, Bear 
Branch Reservoir and Lake Paloma. Texas 
Parks and Wildlife rules apply to Lake 
Woodlands. To view a map and amenities at 
each of The Woodlands’ ponds and lakes, 
visit www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov.

 Get artsy
Vendors at the annual Woodlands Waterway 
Art Festival offer pottery, photography, 3-D 
art and paintings each spring. The 2016 
festival will be April 8, 9 and 10 along The 
Woodlands Waterway and Town Green Park. 
The festival also includes food booths as well 
as live music. Visit  
www.woodlandsartfestival.com for 
information about the 2016 festival.

 Get away
Take a staycation with family and friends 
at The Woodlands Resort, a property 
surrounded by forests. Features include hike 
and bike trails, two on-site championship 
golf courses, a world-class tennis center, 
multiple pool areas, a spa and fitness center. 
The resort is located at 2301 N. Millbend 
Drive. For more information visit  
www.thewoodlandsresort.com.

 Get lost
The Children’s Garden at Town Green 
Park, 2099 Lake Robbins Drive, incorporates 
a literary experience with natural landscaping 
to complement the neighboring South 
Montgomery County Library. The literary 
labyrinth features hedges, a natural maze 
and large storybooks of Aesop’s Fables. The 
Woodlands Township’s website at  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov provides  
a complete list of park features.

 Take a hike
At the secluded 1,700-acre W.G. Jones State 
Forest on FM 1488 near I-45, park goers can 
go biking, hiking, horseback riding or enjoy a 
picnic. Wide dirt paths offer a softer run, and 
narrow wooded paths lead to miles of trails. 

 Go on a tour
The Woodlands features more than 40 public 
art sculptures that can be found in each village 
and in several local buildings and facilities 
throughout Town Center. The sculptures date 
from when The Woodlands was established to 
contemporary works. To view an interactive map 
of the sculptures, visit www.thewoodlands.com.

 Buy Fresh
Every Saturday from 8 a.m.-noon, the Grogan’s 
Mill Village Association hosts a farmers 
market at 7 Switchbud Place in the Grogan’s 
Mill Village Center. The vendors offer locally 
sourced and organic fruits, vegetables and 
meats, as well as homemade jewelry. 
www.grogansmillvillage.com

 Light up the sky
The Woodlands puts on fireworks shows for 
Memorial Day, Labor Day and July 4 each 
year. Ideal vantage points are along The 
Woodlands Waterway and at Town Green 
Park. The fireworks shows, put on by The 
Woodlands Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
are typically held on consecutive nights 
during holiday weekends and begin at dusk. 
Events also typically feature live music by 
local acts.  
www.thewoodlandscvb.com

 Get festive
The Woodlands annual Lighting of the 
Doves festival features an appearance by 
Santa Claus, live music, ice carvers, snow, 
family activities and fireworks. The event is 
held each November at Town Green Park, 
2099 Lake Robbins Drive, to mark the 
start of the holiday season. The Woodlands 
Convention and Visitors’ Bureau website at  
www.thewoodlands-cvb.com offers a 
complete list of activities and information.
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 Show support
On May 14, 2016, The Woodlands hosts the 
annual Ironman Texas triathlon. The race 
includes a 2-mile swim in Lake Woodlands, a 
112-mile bike ride through The Woodlands and 
Montgomery County and a 26.2-mile marathon 
through Town Center. The finish line is located 
along Waterway Avenue near Waterway 
Square. Join the thousands of spectators as 
they cheer on the 2,800 triathletes as they 
make their way around the community.
www.ironman.com 
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StillwaterTx.com

 SOUTHERN
comfort

Stillwater, slated to open this year, is a unique master-planned community 

reflecting historic Lowcountry architecture and elegant Southern charm. 

Lakes, green reserves and the bordering W.G. Jones State Forest will 

create a serene landscape for Stillwater, conveniently located on FM 1488 

less than a mile from Interstate 45. Residents will have easy access to 

world-class shopping and dining, growing employment corridors and a 

coveted educational experience in top-rated Conroe schools, including 

The Woodlands High School. Stillwater truly is refined Lowcountry living.

LICENSE #104849

281 528 1315
www.villagewoodlands.com

2323 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands, TX 77380

      e’re pleased to have residents like Dr. Earl Ellis 
… living life to the fullest on their own terms, 
staying active and engaged. Bring your family 

for a private tour. We’re close to shopping, 
dining and entertainment, surrounded by 

walking trails and the scenic natural 
beauty of  The Woodlands.

W

Dr. Earl Ellis, Resident,
The Village at The Woodlands Waterway

My perfect day is to do some reading, 
enjoy happy hour with my friends, manage 
my investments, watch TV with my wife 

and jump on the trolley to town.

INDEPENDENT LIVING     ASSISTED LIVING     ALZHEIMER’S /  DEMENTIA CARE          
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B renda Gottlieb is the 
brainchild behind 
Art Bench, an inter-

national design competition 
that enhances The Woodlands 
Waterway with artistically 
designed benches. Three 
years ago Gottlieb served on 
the board of the Woodlands 
Waterway Art Council and 
was looking for ways to bring 
art to the public. 

“Art Bench seemed to be 
an ideal thing to bring to the 
community,” Gottlieb said. 
“You can feel it literally, and 
you can sit on them.”

WWAC timed the first 
installment of the project to 
coincide with The Wood-
lands’ 40th anniversary, 
Gottlieb said. 

Last year the program 
placed eight benches at loca-
tions along The Waterway and 

near The Woodlands Mall, Art 
Bench Committee Chair-
woman Amy Lecocq said.

Phase 2 of the Art Bench 
project is underway, Lecocq 
said, which means emails 
to local art galleries, art 
schools and international 
advertisements have been 
sent to solicit applicants.

“Artists from the U.S. as 
well as overseas look at [the 
application] to see what is 
available,” she said. “We have 
had our artists from Austria 
and Spain as well as the U.S.” 

Artist designs are selected 
from the pool of applicants 
by a committee that reviews 
applications for suitable 
designs. Criteria committee 
members consider during 
selection include the design’s 
ability to weather the ele-
ments for five years, good 

drainage and its ability to 
withstand the use of skate-
boarders, Lecocq said. 

“We want the artist to use 
their creative energies to select 
the medium that they think 
is going to be best,” she said. 
“We want it be art as well as 
functional. Some of them you 
don’t realize it’s a bench until 
you look more closely, it just 
looks like a piece of art.”

Underwriters—those who 
fund the creation of the 
benches—are presented with 
three designs and must choose 
one winner.

Bob Mosier, visual arts 
department chairman at 
John Cooper School in The 
Woodlands, won last year 
for his African mahogany 
design, “Hail and Farewell 
Henry Moore.” 

“The surface is sculpted to 

Art Bench project 
Global competition combines function and art

ART CORNER

Local residents Nakia Cox (left) and Prat Shah take a break on the art bench 
named “Family.” The bench is designed by Austin artist Terrel Powell. 
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By Julie Butterfield

represent the flowing water 
found on the Waterway,” 
Mosier said. “I like the idea 
that when first approached 
people think it is a sculpture, 
but when they get up to it they 
see the sculpted seats [and] 

realize, ‘Hey, it is a place to 
sit.’”

Lecocq said the next six 
benches will be selectively 
placed around Waterway 
Square and Town Green Park 
in February or March of 2016.
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The Woodlands 
Mall
Upscale stores trending

T he Woodlands Mall is a two-story indoor 
shopping center with more than 160 retail 
outlets, including anchor stores Dillard’s, 

J.C. Penney Co., Macy’s Inc., Nordstrom and a 
two-level Forever 21. 

The mall, located at the intersection of I-45 and 
Lake Woodlands Drive, features a food court, a 
carousel and a children’s play area. The Wood-
lands Mall opened in 1994 with more than 120 
stores and underwent an expansion in 2004, with 
the addition of a 150,000-square-foot outdoor 
section that features retailers Barnes and Noble 
and Anthropologie as well as restaurants such as 
The Cheesecake Factory and Brio’s Tuscan Grille. 

Town Center trolleys and Waterway water taxis 
provide transportation for mall guests. The water 
cruisers connect the Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion, The Woodlands Waterway Marriott 
Hotel & Convention Center, Waterway Square 
and The Woodlands Mall. Cruisers stop every 
45-60 minutes, and tickets are purchased upon 
boarding.

By Abigail Loop

CLOSE-UP

1

2 3

#TheWoodlandsBucketList Get O
ut

Be seen in Community Impact Newspaper 
Check off items on our Woodlands Bucket List and 
tag your photos with #TheWoodlandsBucketList.
You could end up in a future edition.

 Go on a tour

Get moving, get smart and rock out.
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5 6

Lake Woodlands Dr. 

P
inecroft D

r. Mall Ring Rd. 

1201 Lake Woodlands Drive, The Woodlands
281-363-3409
www.thewoodlandsmall.com
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Sun. noon-6 p.m.

The Woodlands Mall

1  Retail and outlet stores line the outdoor entrance of The 
Woodlands Mall near the 1.4-mile Waterway.

2  A sign hangs in one of the many entrances to the mall, 
which offers more than 160 retail outlets.

3  A pavilion area is located at the entrance of the mall with 
benches, tables and a balcony.

4  A skylight lights up the two-story mall, showing a seating 
area and one of the many sculptures that the mall features, 
hanging from the ceiling.

5  The carousel is located on the second floor of the mall, 
overlooking the stores and Waterway outside.

6  Great Wraps Cafe, Villa Fresh Italian Kitchen, Sonic and 
Charley’s Philly Steaks are some of the dining options  
featured in The Woodlands Mall’s food court.

Why follow when you can

Light The Way!

32411 FM 2978, Suite A   Magnolia, TX   281-298-5200      
www.AnthologyLighting.com 

Imagine a lighting store where you 
are cut loose from basic run-of-the-
mill lighting. Introducing Anthology 
Lighting – a brand new destination 
in Magnolia. We’re fully stocked with 
today’s best styles in chandeliers, wall 
sconces, kitchen and bath lighting, 
outdoor lighting, fans, lamps and 
home accents. We will get you the 
perfect look to fit your style.

Ask about our Lamp Repair Service. 

45

3091 College Park Drive, Suite 125
The Woodlands, Texas 77384

936-271-3338
TheWoodlandsFamilyDentist.com

Straighten Teeth 
without Braces

Clear Aligner Therapy 

Children’s New Patient 
Exam, Necessary X-Rays, 

Cleaning & Fluoride

$2900

 $65

* without insurance coverage. x-rays taken are exclusive to 
North Forest Family Dental Care. Some restrictions apply- 

must be a candidate for treatment
Offer expires 7/8/15

* without insurance coverage. 12 years or younger. 
x-rays taken are exclusive to North Forest Family 

Dental Care. Offer expires 7/8/15

Betzy Lara-Perdue, D.D.S. & Brooke Kennedy, D.D.S. 

an provider

ROWING FOR A CAUSE
Dragon Boat Team Challenge
SOUTH MONTGOMERY COUNTY FAMILY YMCA

TEAM REGISTRATION  BEGINS :
Sponsor Teams: May 1
Alumni Teams: June 1
New Teams: July 1

SEPTEMBER 24-27
To become a sponsor and 
register call 281-367-9622.
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TAYLOR MORRISON’S

MID $200S - MID $400SLIVEBONTERRA.COM

Sales Event
NO CLOSING COSTS
on all new home purchases
between 5/27/15 and 6/30/15 when you use 
Taylor Morrison Home Funding.

Purchase an inventory home 
and you’ll also have your

HOA Dues Paid for 
1 Full Year! 

between 5/1/15 and 6/30/15 when 
you use Taylor Morrison 
Home Funding.

*

**

AN INSPIRED LIVING
EXPERIENCE FROM

CLOSING COSTS (ALL HOMES) PLUS ONE YEAR NO HOA DUES INCENTIVE  (INVENTORY/MOVE-IN HOMES ONLY) (collectively, “Promotion”): Promotion valid on new home contracts for the purchase of
eligible homes at Taylor Morrison’s Houston area communities only if qualified buyer utilizes Seller’s affiliated lender Taylor Morrison Home Funding, LLC, NMLS #149227, TX: # 149227 (“TMHF” or “Approved
Lender”) during the applicable time period based on home type and satisfies all other criteria. Buyer is not required to finance through Approved Lender to purchase a home; however, buyer must use Approved
Lender to receive this limited time promotion. *CLOSING COSTS INCENTIVE: Valid on new home contracts entered into as of the respective time period of 5/1/15-6/30/15  (Promotion Period for inventory
homes/ready to move homes) and as of 5/27/15-6/30/15 (Promotion Period for to-be-built homes) only.  All Closing Costs Promotion is in addition to the standard closing cost contributions provided in the Purchase
Agreement to buyers using Approved Lender. Seller will pay all additional Closing Costs at Closing to the extent applicable, excluding discount points or pre-paid items, which contributions will vary depending on
the eligible home selected and other restrictions described below. Total closing cost contribution credited at closing and subject to Seller’s contribution limitations based on mortgage program and loan to value
guidelines that are outside of Seller’s control. All loans are subject to underwriting and loan qualification of the lender. Services not available in all states. Rates, terms and conditions offered are subject to change
without notice. ** ONE YEAR NO HOA DUES: Valid on new home contracts entered into as of 5/1/15-6/30/15  (applies to inventory homes/move-in homes only and not applicable to to-be-built homes).  Closing
credit equal to up to 12 x current monthly base assessment calculated as of the Purchase Agreement Date for Master Association and any additional sub association (if applicable) and subject to the maximum al-
lowed by Buyer’s lender. Any unused amount will be forfeited. Homeowner solely responsible for actual payment of Association assessments and fees, and any fees or assessments beyond the total credit. Limited
time offer void where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. All incentives, pricing, availability and plans subject to change or delay without notice, and pricing may not include options, up-
grades and lot or elevation premiums. At least one resident of household must be 55 or better, and additional restrictions apply. Some residents may be younger than 55 and no one under 19 in
permanent residency.  Additional licensing or other financing details regarding TMHF may be found at www.taylormorrison.com/finance. Please see a Taylor Morrison sales associate and your
purchase agreement for community-specific details or visit www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. © May, 2015, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

To schedule an 
appointment, contact
Our Internet Home Consultant, 
at 281.780.4652 or 
HoustonOnline@TaylorMorrison.com

©2015 First American Financial Corporation and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved. q NYSE: FAF

713.850.0455 q www.firstam.com/ncs

First American Title
National Commercial Services
Employee Spotlight: Read Hammond

Read spent more than a decade as a 
National Underwriter for First American, 
and currently serves as Vice President 
and Area Operations Manager for First 
American Title National Commercial 
Services in Houston, Texas. He holds a 
bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Texas and a law degree from the  
University of Houston. 

Read Hammond
Vice President, Operations Manager – Texas
713.346.1652  |  jthammond@firstam.com
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PrevuMove.com
281-205-7956

Prévu is the residential division of 
Move Resource Group, LLC

Upgrade Your Move Experience

Pre-move organization, Secure Trusted Mover & 
Manage the Move, Unpack & Organize

Relocation Concierge Services

M otorists traveling south on 
the I-45 frontage road today 
pass a number of retail 

and dining options just before they 
approach Cypresswood Drive.  

But less than 25 years ago, drivers 
might have witnessed a very different 
sight at the same location: a massive 
Goodyear blimp docked at its former 
Spring base. 

Spring resident John Dyer, who 
served as an Air Force instructor, 
FedEx pilot and Continental Airlines 
pilot, flew the iconic Goodyear blimp 
that resided in Spring for more than 
two decades. 

Cars used to drive past on I-45 
as the blimp cruised through the 
northwest Harris County skies at low 
altitudes and speeds, Dyer said. 

The blimp that docked in Spring—
the GZ20A or the America—reached a 
top speed of 50 miles per hour.      

“It was like sailing,” Dyer said. 
The first generation of the Goodyear 

blimp was created in the early 1920s 
as a marketing campaign designed to 
bring exposure in remote locations 
throughout the country to The Good-
year Tire & Rubber Co. It evolved to 
become a broadcast outlet that filmed 
sporting events from the sky. 

The allure of good weather during 
the winter and being closer to South-
ern events attracted Goodyear to 
Spring, said Edward Ogden, historian 
for Goodyear’s airstrip operations and 
Goodyear public relations specialist. 

Without the precise weather-pre-
dicting technology that exists today, 
a flight from the Goodyear blimp’s 
original hangar in Akron, Ohio, to 

Two versions of the Goodyear blimp cruise above the city of Houston.
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Dallas for the Cotton Bowl was a risky 
proposition, Ogden said.  

“We were looking for Southern 
exposure and a spot where we could 
fly in better weather,” he said. 

The blimp arrived in Spring in 1969 
and sat on a 40-acre triangle along 
I-45 with Meadow Edge Lane and 
Holzwarth Road as boundaries. In 
the 23 years since the blimp departed, 
the area has become a retail outlet 
anchored by The Home Depot, Lowe’s 
and Walgreens.  

Although the blimp was only in 
Spring from 1969-92, its time in the 
area was a significant part of the tire 
maker’s history, and the blimp became 
an important part of the community, 
Ogden said. Ogden worked at the 
Spring hangar from 1972-92 and lived 
near a burgeoning Old Town Spring 
before moving to Akron when the 
blimp departed.

Ogden said the America helped 
televise the Oilers and Astros, provid-
ing “beauty shots” of the Astrodome 
for the television broadcast and also 
traveled north along I-45 for Dallas 
Cowboys games and Cotton Bowl 
events. The America also performed 
traffic watches for local radio stations, 
hosted tours of the city for customers 
and flights for charities. 

Soon after its Texas base was 
completed, Goodyear closed its blimp 
base near Akron in 1972. During the 
20-plus years in Spring, all Goodyear 
airships were built and fixed at the 
local base. 

While docked in Spring the Good-
year blimp would spend six months in 
the region during the winter months 

and then tour the East Coast during 
the summer.

The America’s time in Texas came 
to an end after weather-predicting 
technology improved and Goodyear 
instituted cost-cutting measures in 
1992. The America flew back to its 
original home in Akron at the Wing-
foot base.  

“Technology allowed us to better 
predict the weather, and Good-
year wanted to bring the operation 
closer to headquarters, which is near 
Akron,” Ogden said. 

Goodyear blimp base
Iconic airship once called Spring home
By Chris Shelton 

HISTORY       SPRING

The America is docked at its 40-acre base in Spring along I-45 in 1976.

Former blimp base
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The Portofino Shopping Center in Shenandoah 
features Italian-themed architectural design and 
a variety of chain and independent businesses. 
The shopping center is anchored by an Old Navy 
clothing store, Sports Authority sporting goods store 
and a variety of restaurants. The center includes a 
mix of retail, service and dining options.

Compiled by Chantel Green

Portofino Shopping Center
19053 I-45 S., Shenandoah
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19075 I-45 S., Ste. 111A
936-271-1951 
www.trudyshallmark.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30 a.m.-9 p.m., 
Sat. 9:30 a.m.-8 p.m.,  
Sun. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

19075 I-45 S. 
936-321-2300
www.dreamdaybridal.com
Hours: Tue.-Thu. 10:30 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Fri.-Sat. 10:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., 
Closed Sun.-Mon.

Spotlight   
Trudy’s Hallmark

Spotlight   
Dream Day Bridal  

Charlotte Dunaway, store manager 
of Trudy’s Hallmark in Shenandoah’s 
Portofino Shopping Center, said she 
believes there is something special 
about the independently owned sig-
nature store—its customers.

“What I love about this particular 
community is that people are really 
nice, and it makes it really fun to 
help them,” Dunaway said. 

Dunaway attributed the store’s 
prosperity to its friendly atmosphere 
and strong focus on building bonds 
with local residents. 

“We get to help a lot of people pick 
out gifts for happy occasions, but there 
are also many times when we help 
[customers] during sad times,” she 
said.

In addition to the value she places 
on her customers, Dunaway said the 
shopping center’s architecture also 
adds to its appeal. 

“When I talk to people about our 
location, they always comment on 
how beautiful the shopping center 
is.  I think that makes our store even 
more special,” she said.

The store has added the Pandora 
jewelry line and Willow Tree arts. 
Trudy’s Hallmark also boasts a full 

Seven years ago, Laurie Met-
calf-Brock was facing retirement 
when she instead chose to follow her 
dream of opening a bridal boutique. 

Metcalf-Brock, along with daugh-
ter and co-owner Kristina Glaze, cite 
the difficulties of their own wedding 
gown shopping experiences as the 
reason they chose the bridal industry 
as their business venture. 

“I thought there was a need in this 
area for a bridal boutique with great 
customer service and a family-ori-
ented atmosphere,” Metcalf-Brock 
said.

When deciding on a location, 
the Portofino Shopping Center was 
an easy choice, she said. While the 
center boasts towering steeples and 
intricate architectural details, the 
mother and daughter team agree the 
support of the community helps their 
family business thrive.

“People in this community really 
like to support local, independent 
businesses,” Metcalf-Brock said.

The pair took their own negative 
experiences when shopping for a 
gown and turned it into a positive 
outcome by opening a shop dedicated 
to making brides feel special as they 

candy bar, a range of stationery for 
every occasion, specialty candles and 
children’s products. 

The pride each team member has 
in his work as well as his dedication 
to providing excellent customer ser-
vice helps employees look forward to 
work, Dunaway said. 

search for a dress to wear on the big-
gest day of their lives, Metcalf-Brock 
said. 

“The best part of working here is 
the look on the bride’s face when she 
finds her dream dress,” Glaze said. 
“That makes all of the hard work 
worth it.” 

The Shape Of Behavior
26315 Oak Ridge Dr • The Woodlands, TX 77380

Ph# 832.358.2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

The Shape Of Behavior
26315 Oak Ridge Dr • The Woodlands, TX 7738026315 Oak Ridge Dr • The Woodlands, TX 77380

Autism Services and Behavior Therapy

 Communication 

 Socialization

 Self-Help Skills

 Academics and Behavior Problems Academics and Behavior Problems

Our Board Certifi ed Behavior Analysts (BCBA) develop an 
individualized program for each child. We offer an array of 
services such as in-clinic treatment, social skills training, in-

school shadowing programs, parent trainings, and play groups.

Proudly serving children and 
their families since 2000.

Like us on Facebook to information 
on Free Trainings and Play Groups.

Download Our FREE 
App for Up-To-Date 

Information on Clinics, 
Events, Training, Etc.
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Additional businesses in the Portofino Shopping Center:

Beauty
Skyrokh Hair Salon
19075 I-45 S., Ste. 111F
936-321-4111
www.skyrokhsalon.com

Darque Tan
19075 I-45 S.
936-321-8266
www.darquetan.com

Health care
Jenny Craig
19075 I-45 S., Ste. 725
936-271-2770
www.jennycraig.com

The Vitamin Shoppe
19075 I-45 S.
936-321-2234
www.vitaminshoppe.com

Restaurants
Another Broken Egg Café
19075 I-45 S., Ste. 102
936-273-2011
anotherbrokenegg.com

BJ’s Restaurant and 
Brewhouse
19075 I-45 S., Ste. 600
936-273-7100
www.bjsrestaurants.com

Buca di Beppo
19075 I-45 S.
936-321-6262
www.bucadibeppo.com

Buffalo Wild Wings
19075 I-45 S., Ste.100
936-273-7777
www.buffalowildwings.com

Central Taco
19075 I-45 S., Ste. 752
936-206-5936
www.centraltaco.com

Katz’s  Deli and Bar
19075 I-45 S.
936-321-1880
ilovekatz.com

Pei Wei Asian Diner
19075 I-45 S., Ste. 480
936-271-9217
www.peiwei.com

Pie Town Café
19075 I-45 S.
936-321-3336
www.pietown.net

Retail
Bath & Body Works
19075 I-45 S.
936-271-4440
www.bathandbodyworks.com

Busy Body Home Fitness
19075 I-45 S.
936-271-3600
www.busybodyhouston.com

Carter’s Babies and Kids
19075 I-45 S., Ste. 111B
936-271-5051
www.carters.com

Casual Male XL
19075 I-45 S., Ste. 400
936-273-3140
www.destinationxl.com

Dress Barn
19075 I-45 S.
936-273-4658
www.dressbarn.com

DSW Shoe Warehouse
19075 I-45 S.
936-271-1990
www.dsw.com

Famous Footwear
19075 I-45 S.
936-271-4741
www.famousfootwear.com

Justice–Just for Girls
19075 I-45 S.
936-321-6377
www.shopjustice.com

Lakeshore Learning Store
19075 I-45 S.
936-271-3585
www.lakeshorelearning.com

Leslie’s Pool Supply
19075 I-45 S., Ste. 101
936-321-9339
www.lesliespool.com

LifeWay Christian Store
19075 I-45 S.
936-321-9600
www.lifeway.com

Men’s Wearhouse
19075 I-45 S., Ste. 116B
936-271-0788
www.menswearhouse.com

Michael’s Arts and Crafts
19075 I-45 S., Ste. 104
936-271-0011
www.michaels.com

Music and Arts
19075 I-45 S., Ste. 111H
936-273-3602
www.musicarts.com

Old Navy
19075 I-45 S.
936-271-0818
www.oldnavy.com

PetSmart
19075 I-45 S., Ste. 114
936-273-9888
www.petsmart.com

Sally’s Beauty Supply
19075 I-45 S., Ste. 106A
936-273-4703
www.sallybeauty.com

Sports Authority
19075 I-45 S., Ste. 105
936-321-2550
www.sportsauthority.com

Stein Mart
19075 I-45 S., Ste. 110
936-271-4770
www.steinmart.com

Zale’s Jewelry Outlet
19075 I-45 S.
936-271-2310
www.zales.com

Easy, Fast & Convenient online ordering

See full list of restaurants online

Now 
recruiting 

drivers

281-712-1617 • DineOnDemand.com

Delivering Woodlands best restaurants to 

your home, office, or hotel!

Get the app now and hot food delivered to your door is just a few clicks away!

Affiliated Mortgage Company
Home Loan Division of Benchmark Bank  

2501 Research Forest Drive, Suite B
The Woodlands, Texas 77381

Office: 281-465-7424
Toll Free: 888-335-1909

 kelly@kellytx.com
www.kellytx.com

N M L S # 6 1 4 0 7 1

Kelly Malatesta 
Senior Mortgage Advisor

AREAS OF EXPERTISE:
Purchase & Refinance

• Conventional
• Fixed - ARMS
• Jumbo
• FHA
• VA

One Time Close
• Construction
• Renovation

A s  h e a r d  o n  K S E V  7 0 0  a m  w i t h  S t e v e  D r a k e !

New Location Coming Soon

Business Coverage: 
General Liability
Property
Worker’s Compensation
Business Auto/Fleet
Professional Liability
Bonds
Directors & Offi cers Liability
Employee Benefi ts 
Personal Insurance
Auto • Home • Boat • RV

WE OFFER: ISU MAINSTREET  - ONE OF THE LARGEST 
INSURANCE BROKERS IN THE UNITED 

STATES HAS ACCESS TO OVER 450 HIGHLY 
RATED INSURANCE COMPANIES  - FINDING 

OUR CLIENTS THE BEST COVERAGES AT 
THE LOWEST COST.THE LOWEST COST.THE LOWEST COST.

LEARN MORE BY VISITING US ONLINE AT WWW.MSIG.NET
FULL SERVICE INSURANCE CENTER 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT US AT 936-448-6744 
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REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our other Houston Metro editions

Annexations provide millions to MUDs, city of Houston

Magnolia ISD gears up for November 
bond election

SPRING | KLEIN In a region devoid of a 
central form of governance, limited purpose 
annexation agreements between the city of 
Houston and municipal utility districts have 
helped fund millions of dollars in improve-
ments in Spring and Klein since 2003. 

The agreements also tax residents outside of 
Houston and take the last available 1 percent of sales 
tax revenue from an area that could use the money 
for other purposes. None of the revenue received 
by the city is required to be spent within the taxed 
districts, according to city officials.

“I think at their heart, they’re a money grab by the 
city of Houston,” Harris County Judge Ed Emmett 
said. “And they get MUDs involved on the basis of, 

‘We promise not to annex you.’ But the city of Hous-
ton isn’t annexing MUDs anyway.”  

Money collected by these agreements is not 
likely to decrease anytime soon, but the annexation 
landscape in Spring and Klein could soon change 
because of legislation being considered this session 
at the Capitol and an emergency services district 
election in Klein. 

New annexation strategy
Limited purpose annexation was born out of 

the 1999 Texas Legislature, said Nicole Smothers, 
manager of the community sustainability division 
for the city of Houston. Through limited purpose 
annexation, cities and MUDs can split 1 percent of 
sales tax revenue in commercial areas where it is 

available, and the city agrees not to annex the dis-
tricts for a period of time—usually 30 years. 

Since the turn of the millennium, hundreds of 
MUDs across Harris County have entered into such 
agreements—by far the most of any region in the state. 

“These water districts are being called on to 
provide services,” said Michael Cole, counsel for 
MUD No. 191 and the Fountainhead MUD. “You’re 
better able to serve the communities you represent 
through an additional revenue stream.” 

Although utility districts receive property tax rev-
enue and revenue through utility fees, MUDs would 
not be able to receive sales tax revenue without the 
help of LPAs. 
Full story by Matt Stephens

MAGNOLIA  Magnolia ISD is 
calling for its first bond election in 
just over a decade. Approved at a May 
18 board meeting, the $92 million 
referendum will be put before voters 
on the November ballot with no pro-
posed tax rate increase.

The bond referendum would fund 
the construction of a new fifth- and 
sixth-grade campus, the conversion of 
the Bear Branch 6th Grade Campus 
into a fifth- and sixth-grade school 
and land purchases for future schools 
in the coming years. The bond pack-
age will also fund renovations and 
additions at several campuses as well 
as districtwide priority maintenance 
projects and security upgrades.

In January the district organized 
a Facility Planning Committee 

Harris County mulls health care changes 
due to demographic shift
SPRING | KLEIN The system Harris 
County uses to provide indigent 
health care services is changing as 
more low-income individuals and 
families move from the city of Hous-
ton to the suburbs, due in part to the 
city’s gentrification. 

Ten years ago, many of the sub-
urban areas in the county tradi-
tionally did not have a great need 
for a publicly funded health care 
system, said Laurie Glaze, execu-
tive director of One Voice Texas, a 
Houston-based network of private 
and nonprofit groups working to 
ensure health needs of all Texans 
are addressed. 

“Even in areas like Cy-Fair, as 
our community pushes out beyond 
[Loop 610] and Beltway 8, we’re 
seeing a much greater need for com-
munity services in these outlying 
areas,” Glaze said. “We’re seeing a lot 

of rebuilding inside Loop 610, which 
is pushing out low- to moderate-in-
come families.”

In addition, the state’s rejection of 
a federal expansion of Medicaid—
which would have provided health 
care coverage to 500,000 Harris 
County residents—puts a strain on the 
county’s financial resources to provide 
these services since it relies solely on 
property tax revenue to fund its indi-
gent health care system. 

“If the burden remains on the 
property taxpayers of Harris 
County and we’re not allowed 
access to federal funds, that will 
constantly put pressure on the qual-
ity of health care,” Harris County 
Judge Ed Emmett said. “We’re 
stuck: We’re mandated to provide 
services, but the only revenue is 
property tax dollars.” 
Full story by Marie Leonard

TOP STORY

TOP STORIES

More than $130 million has been 
collected through limited purpose 
annexation agreements between 
Houston and utility districts from Hwy. 
249 to the Hardy Toll Road and from 
FM 1960 to Spring Creek. The money 
comes from the 1 percent of available 
sales tax in those districts.

$7,600,812 $8,675,636
$9,376,574

$11,052,068
$13,125,201 $12,605,466

$14,038,959
$15,010,630

$16,837,493
$18,995,764

$1,037,565

$518,782 $3,800,406 $4,688,287 $6,562,601 $7,019,479 $8,418,747

$5,785,636

$2,892,818 $4,337,681 $5,526,034 $6,302,733 $7,505,315 $9,497,882

TOTAL SALES TAX REVENUE COLLECTED

$134.14 MILLION 
Total LPA revenue Revenue split

Source: City of Houston / Community Impact Newspaper

MUD moneymaker 
$67.07 MILLION $67.07 MILLION 
REVENUE TO MUDS REVENUE TO HOUSTON

= +

2015MAGNOLIA ISD 
BOND PROPOSAL

BOND 
PACKAGE

$92 
MILLION

consisting of 38 community members 
with at least one parent representative 
from each of the 14 MISD schools. 
Over the past few months, commit-
tee members conducted research, 
reviewed enrollment projections 
and toured schools to determine a 
possible need for a bond election to 
support district improvements, MISD 
Superintendent Todd Stephens said.

“I’m proud to report that group of 
about 40 members have worked diligently 
for several months.” Stephens said. 

Full story by Liza Winkler
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Stage set for Crighton Theatre 
improvements

H-E-B plans for future growth

CONROE The  Crighton 
Theatre will soon receive 
several upgrades after the 
city of Conroe approved a 
$325,000 grant to fund facil-
ity enhancements in March. 
 The theater was built in 1934 
and regularly hosts theatri-
cal and musical productions 
put on by local performance 
groups. Once complete, 
the planned improvements 
would increase the size of 
the lobby and add downstairs bath-
rooms on the first floor. 

“It is a very small lobby for a the-
ater of this size,” Crighton Theatre 
Executive Director James Bingham 
said. “One of the things we are 
looking into now is when we can get 
started [with construction].”

Conroe City Council approved 
the $325,000 grant to the Crighton 

Theatre Foundation during its March 
26 meeting. Bingham said the theater 
also has plans for a fundraising cam-
paign to raise an additional $300,000 
for planned renovations.

The theater is among a handful of 
civic amenities that draw visitors to 
downtown Conroe on a regular basis, 
City Administrator Paul Virgadamo 
said.
Full story by Jesse Mendoza

MAGNOLIA Texas-based grocer 
H-E-B has purchased two land tracts 
with plans to construct and open 
its first Magnolia location within 
the next two to three years. The new 
location will become the first big-box 
grocery store within city limits.

H-E-B is the first tenant to pur-
chase property at the future 142-acre 
Magnolia Commons mixed-use 
center that will be developed by 
Austin-based Stratus Properties Inc., 
development partner Jon Andrus 
said. H-E-B purchased about 18 acres 
in September at the newly annexed 
site, which is located at FM 149 and 
FM 1488 across from Magnolia High 
School, Andrus said. Stratus Proper-
ties confirmed the sale of the land to 
H-E-B in May.

“FM 1488 is a really powerful road 
that connects Hwy. 290 to I-45 ...and 
we saw a real opportunity there to 
bring that kind of retail [develop-
ment] to the [Magnolia] market,” 

Andrus said.
In addition, H-E-B purchased 

about 15 acres in the Westwood Mag-
nolia Parkway Improvement District 
on a yet-to-be-developed 40-acre 
tract at FM 1488 and Tamina Road in 
early spring, WMPID board member 
Tom Grayson said.

“I don’t know if they haven’t just 
bought that [land] for an investment,” 
Grayson said. “I would imagine, just 
looking at what they’re doing, they 
seem to have [bought land at] all the 
major thoroughfares with room for 
a store about every 5 to 6 miles. It’s 
pretty consistent.”

Cyndy Garza-Roberts, H-E-B 
public affairs director for the Hous-
ton region, confirmed the company 
purchased acreage at FM 149 and 
FM 1488 but declined to confirm 
whether officials bought land at FM 
1488 and Tamina Road to construct 
a future store.  
Full story by Wendy Cawthon
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CONROE Former Kansas detective 
Brad Schlerf continues to use his 
training at Forensic Solutions Inc.—
the parent company for 911 Data 
Recovery and 911 Mobile—where 
he offers electronic repair services.

Under the umbrella of FSI, Brad offers 
cell phone repair services, computer 
repair services and his newest venture, ID 
verification, at his Conroe-based store.

“There is a definite need in the mar-
ket for phone repair because there are 
just a lot of people out there who will 
rip people off,” he said. 

911 Mobile offers customers data 
recovery, personal identification num-
ber unlocking services and software 
updates for mobile devices, Brad 
said. 911 Data Recovery offers similar 
services for computers, including a 
monthly service plan for local busi-
nesses that includes monthly virus and 
malware checks, software updates and 
server updates. On- and off-site server 
data backup is also offered.

Office Manager Mandi Schlerf, 
Brad’s daughter-in-law, said no com-
puter is too damaged for Brad and his 

team to tackle. The team was even 
able to retrieve security footage from a 
system that managed to survive a fire. 
However the staff does not let custom-
ers “waste their money” on unneces-
sary repairs, either, Mandi said.

“We aren’t going to let you throw 
cash at a lost cause,” she said. “If it’s 
completely broken, we will tell you we 
can’t fix it.”
Full story by Carrie Taylor

Full stories online at communityimpact.com

TOMBALL After working more 
than 25 years in the food service 
industry, chef Hugo Benitez finally 
realized his dream of running 
his own restaurant four years ago 
when he opened Hugo’s Italian 
Grill & Pizzeria in Tomball.

A native of El Salvador, Benitez said 

he spent years working in other restau-
rants in the area and learning from 
other chefs. Over time he slowly honed 
his culinary skills before deciding to 
focus on Italian cuisine. 

“I always had the idea to open up 
my own business,” Benitez said. “That 
was always the ultimate goal for me, 

but it took me a long time to finally 
make the time and make up my 
mind to finally do it.” 

Hugo’s offers extensive lunch and 
dinner menus showcasing traditional 
Italian fare, such as lasagna, eggplant 
Parmesan and other pasta dishes. The 
restaurant also offers soups, seafood 
dishes and pizza.
Full story by Ariel Carmona Jr.
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                 Kuykendahl Rd.Willow Forest Dr.

23110 Kuykendahl Road, Tomball
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Bond
Continued from | 1

249

1774

149
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105

1488 242

59
45

45

336

57%  AGAINST43%  FOR

There were 77 roadway projects across Montgomery County that could have received 
funding from the $350 million mobility bond May 9. Had voters approved the bond, 

Precinct 3 would have received $105 million in funding to fund seven roadway 
improvement projects in The Woodlands area. Some of the bond details 

for the area projects are listed on Page 75.

Source: Montgomery County/Community Impact Newspaper

needed projects for the bond. 
Bunch, is a director on The 
Woodlands Township board, 
resigned from the committee 
in March after it included the 
Woodlands Parkway in its list 
of projects.

“County officials need to 
consult professional trans-
portation experts, eliminate 
Woodlands Parkway from the 
plan, delete maintenance proj-
ects, and deliver near-term 
immediate needs planned in 
a county-wide mobility study 
for reconsideration by voters,” 
Bunch said.

Proposal considerations
In addition to the 

HOW THE COUNTY VOTED

14%  FOR

63%  FOR

67%  FOR

49%  FOR

35%  FOR

36%  FOR

69%  FOR

64%  FOR

42%  FOR

49%  FOR

The Woodlands

Montgomery

Magnolia

Conroe

Shenandoah 

Panorama Village

Spring

Willis

Oak Ridge North 

Cleveland

9,825  
TOTAL  VOTES

16%  
TURNOUT

28,363  
TOTAL   
VOTES

4,800 
TOTAL  VOTES

15%  
TURNOUT

3,331 
TOTAL  VOTES

9%  
TURNOUT

2,136 
TOTAL  VOTES

7%  
TURNOUT

694  
TOTAL  VOTES

9%  
TURNOUT

244 
TOTAL  VOTES

10%  
TURNOUT

2,123 
TOTAL  VOTES

9%  
TURNOUT

1,071  
TOTAL  VOTES

6%  
TURNOUT

615 
TOTAL  VOTES

14%  
TURNOUT

105 
TOTAL  VOTES

4%  
TURNOUT

Clark said he likely would 
not have enough time to con-
duct the appropriate thor-
oughfare studies in time for a 
November 2015 bond.

“From our precinct’s [per-
spective], I don’t even think 
we should even consider 
bringing [a bond] back for 
November,” he said. “I need to 
get some studies [completed] 
to substantiate it. I think the 
only way I’ll have time is do it 
the following November.”

Woodlands voters over-
whelmingly opposed 

the bond, with 8,247 
of the 9,888 total vot-

ers voting against it. 
However the pro-

posal garnered 
relatively low 
support in other 
parts of the 

county as well.
“If we are to be 

honest, the bond failed 
because of [the Woodlands 

Parkway extension],” Noack 
said. “You can negate the big-
gest hurdle by removing the 
parkway [from a future bond 
proposal].”

Woodlands Parkway
This year’s bond included 

77 projects among the four 

county precincts. Among 
those items was a six-mile 
extension of Woodlands Park-
way from FM 2978 to Hwy. 
249 located in Precinct 2. 

Noack said the Woodlands 
Parkway extension should 
be removed from any future 
bond proposal.

“We must … remove the 
Woodlands Parkway exten-
sion, prioritize projects based 
on need and establish a sep-
arate fund to address main-
tenance projects,” he said. “If 
the court is willing to make 
these wise changes, I believe 
the voters will enthusiastically 
support the bond.”

Riley said he would con-
sider removing the Wood-
lands Parkway extension from 
a future bond.

“If I had to say today if I 
would include Woodlands 
Parkway in the next bond, I 
would say no,” he said. “But 
I don’t believe Woodlands 
Parkway is the only reason 
this bond election failed.”

Riley said he believed some 
voters perceived the bond 
included “pet projects” and 
funding for projects they felt 
were unnecessary.

Gordy Bunch served on 
the Montgomery County 
Mobility Committee, which 
was charged by Commission-
ers Court to compile a list of 

86%  AGAINST

37%  AGAINST

33%  AGAINST

51%  AGAINST

65%  AGAINST

64%  AGAINST

31%  AGAINST

36%  AGAINST

58%  AGAINST

51%  AGAINST

MOBILITY BOND 
FAILS

“If I had to say 
today if I would 
include Woodlands 
Parkway in the 
next bond, I would 
say no. But I don’t 
believe Woodlands 
Parkway is the 
only reason this 
bond election 
failed.”

—Charlie Riley, Precinct 2 
Commissioner
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Woodlands Parkway 6-mile extension  
–$22 million

Overpass at FM 1488 and FM 1774  
–$5 million

Spot repairs and overlay along Trade 
Center Parkway from Hwy. 242 to Harp-
ers Landing Blvd.–$1.8 million 

Extend westbound Woodlands Parkway 
direct connector to west of Six Pines 
Drive–$25.2 million 

Extend David Memorial Drive from 
Shenandoah Park Drive to Hwy. 242 
–$2 million 

Research Forest Drive expansion to four 
lanes from Alden Bridge Drive to Egypt 
Lane–$8 million 

Widen Rayford Road from railroad 
tracks to Riley Fuzzel Road, an overpass 
at railroad tracks–$60 million

Fourth westbound lane to Woodlands 
Parkway from Woodloch Forest to 
Grogan’s Mill–$2.2 million

Hwy. 242 at Gosling Road, add turn 
lanes –$636,000

Realign Robinson Road and widen from 
two to four lanes–$8 million  

Widen Tamina Road from two to four 
lanes from David Memorial Drive to 
Main Street–$4.2 million

Hwy. 242 at Greenbridge Drive, add turn 
lanes–$137,000

Widening of overpass on Gosling Road 
over Spring Creek–$3.8 million 

FM 1488 at Kuykendahl Road, add turn 
lanes–$613,000

Widen Lake Woodlands Drive from four 
to six lanes from east of Lake Front 
Circle to I-45–$2.6 million

Included in mobility study?

Included in mobility study?

Included in mobility study? Included in mobility study? Included in mobility study?

Included in mobility study? Included in mobility study? Included in mobility study?

Included in mobility study? Included in mobility study? Included in mobility study?

Included in mobility study? Included in mobility study?

Included in mobility study? Included in mobility study?

YES

YES

YES YES YES

YES YES YES

YES YES YES

YES YES

YES YES

NO

NO

NO NO NO

NO NO NO

NO NO NO

NO NO

NO NO

When the Montgomery County road bond failed in May, so too did a host of mobility projects in The Woodlands area worth $143 
million. Some of the projects were cited as needed projects in the South Montgomery County Mobility Study released in 2014, 
while others were not. Without bond funding, the fate of these projects is undetermined.

Woodlands Parkway exten-
sion, opponents of the May 
bond, including Bunch and 
the Texas Patriots political 
action committee, cited what 
they considered to be unnec-
essary expenses for mainte-
nance projects in some pre-
cincts.

Meador included $11.5 mil-
lion for what he referred to 
as “miscellaneous and local 
street repairs” for Precinct 1. 
Meador said his list of proj-
ects for a future bond election 
would remain about the same 
as it was for the May proposal, 
including money allocated for 
maintenance projects.

“[My list of projects] is not 
going to change a lot,” he said. 
“For those maintenance proj-
ects, the only way to fix those 
major projects on our major 
thoroughfares is through  a 
bond issue. I will still have 
those issues on a proposal.”

Doyal said the county does 
not otherwise have the money 
for maintenance repairs like 
those requested by Meador.

“To say that maintaining 
our existing infrastructure is 
a poor idea is counterproduc-
tive to what needs to be done, 
[especially] when we have 
professionals telling us we 
need to address it,” Doyal said. 
“We need a maintenance pro-
gram, but our current budget 

simply won’t address it. We’ve 
got to find ways to do that.”

Noack said a solution 
could be to create a separate 
fund for maintenance proj-
ects throughout the county. 
Smaller projects could be 
handled by the county bud-
get while larger ones could be 
funded by bond money.

“We need to do a better job 
of explaining the maintenance 
projects and what those are,” 
Noack said. 

Meador said he believes any 
future bond proposal should 
be less than the $350 million 
put forth to voters in May. To 
pare down the bond amount 
to $250 million, Meador said 
other commissioners would 
need to remove projects on 
their list of proposals.

“To me, $350 million is a 
little too much,” he said. “We 
can [propose] a $200 [mil-
lion] to $250 million bond 
that would pretty much guar-
antee that we would not have 
any tax rate increase.”

Noack said the county 
should hold a series of pub-
lic meetings to gauge resident 
input for a list of projects. 

The Woodlands Township 
was the first in what is likely to 
be several entities to formally 
request the Commissioner’s 
Court hold a November 2015 
bond vote.

At at June 3 meeting, the 
township board unanimously 
adopted a resolution request-
ing a bond be put forth to 
voters in November 2015 
“expressly excluding the 
Woodlands Parkway exten-
sion.”

52%  FOR

51%  FOR 61%  FOR
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New Caney Kingwood

228 
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48%  AGAINST
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initially spurred a demand for homes— 
until oil prices plummeted.

“Things got out of balance with the 
high demand,” he said. “The last two or 
three years created quite a seller’s mar-
ket, and then recently this year, with the 
oil price in the oil industry, [the hous-
ing market] suffered some setbacks. I 
think it’s really affected the higher-end 
housing market—those homes have 
slowed down considerably.”

A seller’s market occurs when 
houses average one to two months on 
the market, Zimmerman said. A stable 
market is when houses are on the mar-
ket three to four months. 

“Anything greater than that com-
bined with higher inventory leads to a 
buyer’s market,” Zimmerman said. 

All residential properties priced 
$600,001 and over are taking eight 
months or longer to sell, according to 

the Better Homes and Gardens report. 
Homes priced below that range are 
taking 5 months or less to sell.

“[With] the market for the more 
expensive homes you have fewer 
potential clients. That makes the mar-
ket more sensitive to fluctuations in 
the industry,” he said. 

Inventory is up in ’15
The Woodlands enjoyed a period of 

above-normal demand for housing in 
2012-14, created by the ease of secur-
ing loans, said Tim Welbes, co-presi-
dent of The Woodlands Development 
Company. 

Loans were not as easy to obtain 
in the period prior to 2012 because 
mortgage-underwriting modifications 
made it more difficult to qualify for a 
loan. In addition population growth 
combined with a low supply of hous-
ing led to a high demand. 

“So you had several years of pent-up 
demand, and you had a lack of supply 
being built,” Welbes said. “Mortgage 
rates were very low, a number of fac-
tors came together in our local market. 
Exxon[Mobil] and fracking were doing 
pretty well in Houston, so all of those 
factors built up a crescendo of housing 
sales in 2013-14. And now it’s getting 
back to more homes being built by 
the builders. There’s no more pent-up 
demand, so we’re getting back to a nor-
mal supply-demand relationship.”

Ken Brand, real estate manager with 
Better Homes and Gardens, said peo-
ple were reluctant to sell their homes 
over the past two years, which cre-
ated a lack of inventory. Sellers were 
waiting for the financial climate to 
improve. Now that the news about 
lower oil prices has quieted down, 
inventory is surging due to seller con-
fidence, he said. 

“You don’t have screaming head-
lines,” Brand said. “There were a lot 
of dire predictions. That has stabi-
lized now. It’s not in the news that [oil 

Market
Continued from | 1

REAL ESTATE MARKET 
MORE INVENTORY

AVERAGE DAYS ON THE MARKET

THE WOODLANDS

prices] are a threatening thing.” 
In fact The Woodlands has seen a 

marked rise in its inventory of homes 
in 2015, according to the Better Homes 
and Gardens report. In May of last 
year, 497 homes were available, but as 
of this May, 818 homes were available.

Ted Stanley, College Park Village 

Association president, said residents 
in his village have noticed the time on 
the market for houses has lengthened, 
especially those on the higher end of 
the price scale. 

“I know that there are a few high-
er-priced houses that are staying on 
the market longer than they used to,” 

Source: Better Homes and Gardens Homes Sales Real Estate Report, May 2015/Community Impact Newspaper

Source: Better Homes and Gardens Homes Sales Real Estate Report/Community Impact Newspaper

The Woodlands has seen an increase in inventory for housing. There was 
a 65 percent increase of houses on the market this May than there was 
in May of 2014. 

Homes for sale in The Woodlands area are spending nine more days on 
the market this year than they were at a similar time in 2014.
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“I know that there are 
a few higher-priced 
houses that are 
staying on the market 
longer than they used 
to. Buyers don’t feel 
like they need to rush 
into something. I think 
they’re taking the time—
doing more research, 
making sure they get 
what they want—trying 
to find a better deal.” 

—Ted Stanley, College Park Village 
Association president

HYUNDAI

1-888-251-8370TOLL
FREE:www.ConroeHyundai.com

Exit Hwy 105 go North to Wilson Rd.  We are located at I-45 North and Wilson Rd.

All prices plus TT&L Pictures and colors for illustration only. 1), 2) 75 Month Chase Bank Financing,  3.9% APR 20% Down and 1st Month Payment of 1) $293.41 2) 196.44, + TT&L, With Approved Credit. Some applicable rebates/ 
incentives may change due to rebate/incentive changes made by manufacturer after release of publication of this ad.
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CONTRACT FLUCTUATION

BUYERS MARKET ABOVE $600,000

SALES ARE DOWN NEW ENERGY COMPANIES 
IN THE WOODLANDS

Source: Houston Association of Realtors Multiple Listing Service/Community Impact Newspaper

Source: Better Homes and Gardens Homes Sales Real Estate Report /Community Impact Newspaper

Stanley said. “Buyers don’t feel like they 
need to rush into something. I think 
they’re taking the time—doing more 
research, making sure they get what 
they want—trying to find a better deal.” 

Sales trending downward
The Woodlands saw a decrease in 

the number of properties placed under 
contract by nearly 15 percent com-
pared to two years ago. In April 2013 
the number of contracts written was 
327, according to the Better Homes 
and Gardens report. By April 2015 that 
number had dropped to 279. 

From January to April 2014 the 

year-to-date sales in The Woodlands 
were 732. For the  same quarter in 
2015, the year-to-date sales are 679, a 
decline of seven percent, according to 
the Houston Association of Realtors 
Multiple Listing Service. 

The number of days in which houses 
in The Woodlands remain for sale has 

The number of properties under contract were lower this 
April than they were in April 2014.

A Houston Association of Realtors report claims fewer 
homes are being sold in The Woodlands this year than 
over the same period to date from last year. Five energy companies that have relocated or 

opened in The Woodlands in the last three years 
have contributed to the health of the residential 
real estate market in The Woodlands area. This list 
shows when each company opened or relocated and 
includes the number of employees.

A buyer’s market is determined by how long it takes a house to sell as well as the overall inventory in that price range. 
According to Better Homes and Gardens Sales Real Estate Report, over six months of for-sale inventory is considered a 
buyer’s market. Less than six months of inventory indicates a seller’s market.
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risen by nine days over the course of 
a year, according to the Better Homes 
and Gardens report.

Some buyers will postpone pur-
chasing homes until they are sure the 
financial climate has improved, Brand 
said, but the sales numbers have 
improved from the first of the year.

“It’s less of a concern in May then it 
was in January and February,” he said. 
“The headlines said [the cost of oil] 
was ‘the end of the world.’”

Defining normal
The Woodlands is following a similar 

trend across Houston, with sales down 
and prices up, according to HAR.

Yet figuring out what is considered 
normal for a market is subjective, 
Brand said.  

Welbes said the demand in the real 
estate market in The Woodlands two 
years ago was above normal. 

“Houston was enjoying a market 
of sales of unprecedented numbers,” 
he said. “Yes, there are more homes 
listed, but I think what we’re getting is 
a return to normalcy, not the extraor-
dinary market of 2013 and 2014. If 
you look at the number of sales over 
10 years, the aberration of [2013-14] 
is way above the trend line.”

Residential real estate in The Wood-
lands is at healthy levels, Welbes said. 

“It’s a great selection, low mortgage 
rates, and if you’ve got kiddos going 
to school, you want to be in a good 
school district,” he said. “There’s been 
more than one oil price dip that Hous-
ton has dealt with, and then there 
tends to be a flight to quality. The bet-
ter master-planned communities are 
not as impacted as others if the mar-
ket gets really tough. Places like The 
Woodlands are doing fairly well.”

CHANGE-7.2%
Repsol 
Opened first quarter 2015 with 600 employees

Kiewit Energy Co. 
Opened fourth quarter 2014 with 225 employees

Energy Alloys Inc. 
Opened third quarter 2013 with 90 employees

ExxonMobil 
Opening third quarter 2015 with  
1,430 employees

Southwestern Energy 
Opened 2014 with 1,100 employees

 

$000,000-$200,000 21 days

$200,001-$300,000  1.9 months 

$300,001-$400,000  2.7 months 

$400,001-$500,000  4 months 

$500,001-$600,000  5 months 

$600,001-$700,000  8.2 months
$700,001-$800,000  8.4 months
$800,001-$900,000  9.4 months
$900,001-$1 million  10.4 months
$1 million-$1.5 million 11.8 months
$1,500,001-$2 million 14.2 months
$2,000,001+  26.7 months

Source: Economic Development Partnership/Community Impact Newspaper

10200 Grogan's Mill Road, Suite 340 | The Woodlands, TX | 77380 
(281) 298-2700 Office | (281) 298-2760 Fax | (877) 824-4299 Toll Free

www.chjwealthmanagement.com

Stop in for a visit and let us get you on the right path!

• Independent Investment Management designed 
to protect and grow your wealth

• Located in The Woodlands

Find related stories at communityimpact.com. 
Keyword Search

The Woodlands, residential real estate
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Find unmatched luxury in an unbeatable location with a new David 
Weekley home in Liberty Branch at Creekside Park. You’ll enjoy 
upscale shopping and dining in The Woodlands, distinct floor plans 
to suit any lifestyle, and more: 

• Energy-efficient Showcase Homes ready for immediate move in
• Two-story floor plans ranging from 2,900-4,900 square feet
• Upscale shopping and dining at The Woodlands Market Street 

The home you’ve always wanted awaits at The Reserve at Grogan’s Mill, but time 
is running out! Few homes remain in this beautiful Woodlands-area community. 
Here, you’ll enjoy:

• Included lawn maintenance with HOA dues
• Private, gated community with low 2.2% taxes
• Acclaimed Conroe ISD schools

Call 281-249-7790 today to find 
the home you’ve always wanted! 45

1960

249

2920
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�e Reserve at
Grogan’s Mill

Research Forest Dr.

Liberty Branch at 
Creekside Park,
The Woodlands
From the $555s

The Reserve at Grogan’s Mill
From the $605s

Leave Ordinary Behind

Liberty Branch at Creekside Park 
in The Woodlands

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials, and availability of homes or communities are subject 
to change without notice or obligation. Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2015 David Weekley Homes - 
All Rights Reserved. (HOUA66188)

Luxurious Homes. Prestigious Address.
The Reserve at Grogan’s Mill

Don’t miss your chance to find your dream 
home today by calling 281-249-7752

            Ask about the Diamond Discovery!

            Ask about the Diamond Discovery!
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NEW ON THE MARKET

What advice would you give homebuyers who are beginning the  
process of looking to purchase a new home?  
Houston and the surrounding areas have so many neighborhoods with great values.  
Local Realtors are always the best source of information for potential buyers. A local 
Realtor will be able to access the most current and accurate data to help a potential 
buyer narrow down their area of choice when looking for their home and getting a good 
value for their purchase.  

How is the demand for homes now compared to this time last year? 
The demand for homes is high again this year. As companies in various industries 
relocate their offices to the Greater Houston area and continue to grow, and local 
companies continue to grow as well, the demand is consistent with the growth.

How is the supply of homes now compared to this time last year?  
The supply for listings this year has continued to be low. With a high demand, the homes 
tend to sell quickly if they are priced right and in good condition. We are seeing multiple 
offer situations again due to the low supply. 

What should buyers look for when deciding among school districts?  
Each buyer may have different ideas on what makes one school district better than 
another. Buyers should independently do their own research on student-to-teacher ratio, 
curriculum and materials, and testing standards and results. Each district has its own 
website, and an additional resource is the Texas Education Agency. 

Ask a Realtor

Gayle Edleman
Vice President/Branch Manager
Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

REAL ESTATE

Local Realtors answer questions about trends and offer 
tips to homebuyers considering buying a home in or 
around The Woodlands.
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$1 BILLION STRONG • MORE THAN A MORTGAGE. A RELATIONSHIP.

Build your dream home
with one simple loan.

Combine your construction loan
and mortgage loan into one.

The One Time Close Loan - Apply. Qualify. Lock. Close. Done.

Building your dream home is complex enough - financing it shouldn’t be. Amegy Mortgage makes it easy to do both with our convenient One Time 
Close Loan. Now you can combine your interim construction loan and your permanent mortgage loan into one simple transaction.

We also retain servicing on over 98% of our mortgage loans. That means you have a team of servicing professionals working with you and providing 
extraordinary customer satisfaction for the life of your loan. All decisions are made locally, so the mortgage process runs smoothly.

For unique mortgage products, local decision making, and face-to-face service, start with Amegy Mortgage.

Call us today at 281.297.7980 to see how we can make your dream home a reality.

amegymortgage.com
Loans subject to credit approval. Terms and conditions apply, see mortgage banker for details.
© 2015 Amegy Mortgage Company, L.L.C. NMLS # 174734, a subsidiary of Amegy Bank N.A. NMLS # 563474 Member FDIC.        An Equal Housing Lender.      

Lakeside Cove, 77381
Lakeside Cove, a Gracepoint Homes 
development, is a gated community 
under construction with plans to bring 
57 new homes to the Village of Grogan’s 
Mill in The Woodlands. The community 
is located on the shores of Lake 
Harrison and The Oaks golf course. 

Home designs at Lakeside Cove are 
inspired by the Spanish city of Granada 
and feature tile roofs and stucco 
exteriors. Amenities include energy-
efficient appliances, wine grottos and 
optional elevators in two- and three-
story designs.

Prices: Homes start in the $670,000s

Square footage: 3,500-4,200

Schools: Lakeside Cove is zoned in 
Conroe ISD with students attending 
Hailey Elementary School, Knox Junior 
High School, Wilkerson Intermediate 
School and College Park High School.

Anticipated completion: 2016

Gracepoint Homes 
832-434-2100 
www.gracepointhomes.com
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Market data provided by 
Haley Garcia

Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

Market Data
On the market  (May 2015)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or less 3/97 – – 1/16 2/18 4/16 7/25

$150,000–$199,999 5/36 2/24 – 5/27 13/29 234/26 11/47

$200,000–$299,999 12/62 16/29 30/43 44/59 30/61 106/50 44/43 

$300,000–$399,999 12/72 26/41 37/53 31/54 29/60 82/74 67/49

$400,000–$499,999 6/123 25/61 32/54 17/57 12/82 32/95 47/42 

$500,000–$599,999 6/77 28/62 25/59 6/71 7/79 28/75 46/101 

$600,000–$799,999 13/233 60/89 44/52 4/26 2/53 38/78 48/136 

$800,000–$999,999 8/40 13/51 31/62 – – 23/85 30/152 

$1 million + 31/116 25/91 64/96 1/176 1/16 8/56 66/191 

Price 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

–

Median price of homes sold  May 2014 vs.  May 2015

+168%
-3%

+13%

+2% +0%

-2%

+11%

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

77385

77386

77384

77381

77380
77389

77382

1488

45

REAL ESTATE

The Village of Indian Springs is located in 
the southern area of The Woodlands, just 
south of Woodlands Parkway, with more 
than 6,000 residents. The village is home 
to many park areas and features recreation 
centers, a nearby shopping center and 
schools. Indian Springs is located about 
10 minutes west of I-45.

Indian Springs, 77382

82 W. Lansdowne Circle  $695,000

5 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,950 sq. ft.
Agent: Diane Kink  281-364-4828 
Keller Williams Realty The Woodlands

30 Dove Trace Circle  $544,900

5 Bedroom / 435 Bath  3,578 sq. ft. 
Agent: Chris Domangue  281-924-4240 
Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

218 N Hazelcrest Circle  $600,000

4-5 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,896 sq. ft.
Agent: Osaan Ronding  281-300-5201
The Listing Firm

50 Pagehurst Court  $642,000

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  4,038 sq. ft.
Agent: Michael Seder  281-602-8820 
RE/MAX The Woodlands & Spring

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 06/01/15

Square footage: 3,403–7,364

Home values: $386,570-$1,575,630

Amenities: parks, walking trails, basketball 
and tennis courts, shopping centers and 
schools

Schools: Galatas Elementary School, Mitchell 
Intermediate School, McCullough Junior High 
School and The Woodlands High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

The Woodlands Township 0.2500
Montgomery County  0.4767
Montgomery County Hospital 0.0725
Lone Star College  0.1081
Conroe ISD   1.2800
Montgomery County MUD No. 60 0.2175
Total (per $100 value):  2.4048

20

Homes on 
the market*

$ 18,450

Median annual 
property taxes

$622,495

Median 
home value

61

Average days on 
the market*

14

Homes under 
contract*

$155.64

Median price 
per square foot

heritagetexas.com

THE WOODLANDS
10 Crystal Canyon Pl. | $649,000

THE WOODLANDS
35 S. Crisp Morning | $435,000

THE WOODLANDS
2706 Cassini Ct. | $415,000

T E X A S  P R O P E R T I E S 

For more information on these listings call:

HALEY GARCIA
Broker AssociAte

281.701.6174

NEW

LISTIN
G!
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*As of 06/01/15

LOCAL AMENITIES NEARBY DEVELOPMENT FEATURED APARTMENT COMPLEX

Indian Springs Village 
Center

Forest View Apartments

Flintridge Dr.
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The Woodlands County Club Players Course
The Woodlands Country Club Players Course 
features 18 holes of mounded terrain, with 
sand bunkers and water features on 11 
holes. Located on Grand Fairway Drive in The 
Woodlands, the course takes advantage of 
the natural surrounding and features native 
grasses on the perimeter of the course.

The shopping center features the following 
business located at 6777 Woodlands Parkway:

• Cartoon Cuts
• DoubleDave’s Pizzaworks
• European Wax Center
• Fast Frame
• Frost Bake Shoppe Cupcakes & More
• H-E-B Central Market
• Kid to Kid
• Massage Envy

4545 S. Panther Creek Drive,  
The Woodlands

Number of units: 256
Square footage: 684-1,147
Unit features*: 
• One-, two- and three-bedroom apartments
• French doors opening to private oversized 

patios or balconies
• Bay windows
• Patio storage
• Washer and dryer connections
• Built-in bookshelves

Office hours: Tue.,Thu. 9 a.m.-7 p.m., Wed.,Fri. 
9 a.m.-6 p.m.,  Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., closed on 
Sun. and Mon.

Listed one-bedroom starting price range:
684 sq. ft.: $714

Listed two-bedroom starting price range:
967 sq. ft.: $856

Listed three-bedroom starting price:
1,147 sq. ft.: $982

*All features vary by unit

Community photos

4545 S. Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands
281-825-5795
venterraliving.com/forestview

Falconwing Park
Falconwing Park is located at 5610 Rush 
Haven Drive and features a variety of 
amenities for children in the neighborhood. 
The park features basketball courts, barbecue 
pits, pavilions and gazebos and play 
equipment.

8029.02_Comm_Impact_Woodlands_Ad_JUNE_v03.indd   1 6/3/15   10:39 AM
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IT’S HERE!
Where local lives.

Get to know your community on the all-new and 
completely redesigned communityimpact.com.



Explore the all new communityimpact.com/deals

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

$19 95 
Freon and dye extra if needed.

A/C 
Inspection

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

$19 95 
Freon and dye extra if needed.

A/C 
Inspection

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

$19 95 
Freon and dye extra if needed.

A/C 
Inspection

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

$19 95 
Freon and dye extra if needed.

A/C 
Inspection

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

Expires 8/30/15 CI

$19 95 
Freon and dye extra if needed.

A/C 
Inspection

Home & Garden
Integrity Comfort Solutions .................. 84
Lone Star Ace Hardware ..................... 84

Dining
Another Broken Egg ............................ 86
Great Harvest Bread Company ............ 85
Hyderabad House ............................... 84
Nothing Bundt Cakes .......................... 85
Sapporo Japanese Bistro Sushi Bar .... 86
Sitar Cuisine ....................................... 86

Gifts & Shopping
The Woodlands Spring Yard Bling ........ 87

Health & Beauty
Family Thai Massage .......................... 86
Woodlands Wellness ........................... 87

Services
Cottman Transmission......................... 85
Sir Sizzle BBQ Cleaning....................... 87
Willow Creek Ranch ............................ 87

Recreation & Education
Kid To Kid............................................ 87
Nannies of the Woodlands ................... 85

INSIDE 
THIS ISSUE



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com84

BIG GREEN EGG
The Ultimate Cooking Experience

FREE 20# 

Bag of Charcoal 

with every Big Green Egg

sku#CP10. Expires 7/8/15.

2111 Rayford Road, Spring, TX 77386
281-419-2121
www.lonestarace.com

Lone Star

Rayford Rd.
Imperial Oaks Blvd.

Find your 
perfect 

Father’s Day 
gift here!

SAVE MONEY!
Best time ever to get a new 
heating or cooling system.
Low interest, cut fuel bills, special 

rebates, worry–free warranties.
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE HOME VISIT

GREAT FINANCING

HURRY! Limited Time Offer
1-844-Get-Cool (1-844-438-2665)

www.integrityair.com

SAVE WITH UP TO
$1400 IN REBATES

   18 months
No Interest & No Payment Financing

OR

   48 months
Equal Payment with No Interest

OR

407 Sawdust Rd
The Woodlands, TX 77380

(281) 203-5020

www.hyderabadhouse.net

10% o� 
Valid with Cash payment.

Minimum $10 order. Must present 
coupon. Cannot be combined with 

any other offer/coupon.

Expires: 7/30/2015

20% o� 
Monday & Tuesday 

Dinner Menu
(Dine in only)

Valid with cash. 10% off with credit 
cards. Minimum $25 order. Must 

present coupon. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer/coupon.  

Expires: 7/30/2015

FREE 
Appetizers/Dessert 

for Fathers
with purchase of Adult Entrée 

& Beverage
One per customer and can’t be combined with 

others.Appetizer selection not applicable on 
Goat/Sea food.

valid from 06/15/2015 to 06/21/2015

Experience the exquisite simplicity of authentic 
Hyderabad food at Hyderabad House, with food that 
awakens the senses with subtle fl avors, creative fl air and 
delicate fi nesse. From signature Dum Biryani’s to breads, 
from sizzlers to curries and traditional breakfast items, 
one will experience a unique taste at our restaurant.

We are open for Breakfast on Saturday & Sundays at 
9:30 A.M. and rest off the days breakfast items will be
available during regular hours.

Store Hours
Mon-Tues:

11:00 A.M to 10:00 P.M
Friday:

11:00 A.M to 10:30 P.M
Saturday:

9:30 A.M to 10:30 P.M
Sunday:

9:30 A.M to 10:00 P.M
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Nannies of The Woodlands is focused 
on providing personalized childcare to 

families with children of all ages...NOW.

1095 Evergreen Circle, Ste. 200
The Woodlands, TX 77380
832.482.4639

nanniesofthewoodlands.com

The Woodlands/Spring
705 Sawdust Road • 281-363-3651

CottmanofTheWoodlands.com
Independently Owned & Operated

M-F 8-6, SAT 8-12

One coupon per customer. Not valid with other offers. Valid at The Woodlands 
Location Only. Must present coupon at time of vehicle drop off.  
Expires: 7/10/15
Cottman Transmission

ANY GENERAL REPAIR
MAXIMUM $50 DISCOUNT

10% OFF
Valuable Coupon

TRANSMISSION 
SERVICE

INCLUDES: up to 5 qts of standard ATF. Filter and speciality fluids extra.

$11995*
MOST CARS

Valuable Coupon

✔ CHECK ENGINE LIGHT ON?
✔ NOT MOVING IN REVERSE?
✔ NOT MOVING FORWARD?
✔ LEAKING RED FLUID?
✔ CAR JERKING OR HESITATING?

FREE 21-POINT TRANSCHECK

One coupon per customer. Not valid with other offers. Valid at The Woodlands 
Location Only. Must present coupon at time of vehicle drop off.  
Expires: 7/10/15
Cottman Transmission

WHY TRUST YOUR CAR  
TO ANYONE ELSE?  STILL THE MAN.

with purchase of a bundtlet
FREEBundtlet

Expires 06/30/15. Limit one coupon per guest. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Redeemable only 
at the bakery listed. Must be claimed in-store during normal business hours. No cash value.

FREE
  The Woodlands • 10868 Kuykendahl Road, Suite B • (281) 419-8026

It’s a good day to be a dad.It’s a good day to be a dad.

Mon–Sat: 7:00am–7:00pm
Sunday: 8:00am-3:00pm

6700 Woodlands Parkway, Suite 220 | The Woodlands
281-292-4417 | thewoodlandstx.greatharvestbread.com

BUY TWO SANDWICHES 
AND GET THE

THIRD FREE 
With coupon. Excludes Panini’s. Expires 7/8/15

BUY ONE LOAF OF BREAD
AND GET THE SECOND ONE

 1/2 OFF 
With coupon. Expires 7/8/15

BUY ONE GET ONE FREE COFFEE 
With coupon. Expires 7/8/15

Fresh baked bread 
made every day.

Empanadas Argentinas  •  Seasonal Items 
Espresso  •  Cappuccinos and more

Muffi  ns and Scones daily  •  Lunch items available
Pastries and Croissants on the weekends only

The Woodlands Great Harvest



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com86

30420 FM 2978 Magnolia, Suite 300, 
Magnolia, TX 77354

www.sapporohouston.com
281-789-4445

Sushi  •  Steak  •  Seafood  •  Traditional Japanese Dishes  • Full Bar

FM
 29

78

Woodlands Pkwy.

SUNDAY - THURSDAY: 
11 AM - 10 PM

FRIDAY - SATURDAY: 
11 AM - 11 PM

$5 OFF 
PURCHASE OF $25 OR MORE

Only one offer per table, offers cannot be combined.

SPEND $50 OR MORE 
AND RECEIVE A 

$10 GIFT CARD
Only one offer per table, offers cannot be combined.

EVERY DAY LUNCH AND DINNER BUFFET 
WE DO CATERING - TO-GO MENU - A LA CARTE - BUFFET STYLE SETUP & PARTY TRAYS!

CUISINE OF INDIA

SITAR
FINE DINING INDIAN RESTAURANT

WEEKDAYS: 11AM–2:30PM & 5PM–9:30PM
WEEKENDS: 11AM–9:30PM

Next door to us, we have
INDIA GOURMET SPICES 
grocery store for all your Indian/Pakistan/
Middle-Eastern spices, herbs, rice, lentils, 
fresh vegetables, halal meat & much more.

www.sitarcuisineofindia.net

When you buy
2 buffets and 2 drinks.

Valid Monday - Friday only. One coupon per table. 

$5 OFF$5 OFF

SERVING THE WOODLANDS/
SPRING AREA FOR 15 YEARS

25701 Interstate 45 North, Suite # 12
The Woodlands, TX 77380

(281) 364-0200
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 MASSAGES
Thai Combos Swedish Massage

Thai Traditional Massage

Aromatherapy Massage

Thai Upper Body Massage

Four Hand Massage

Couples Massage

Hot Stone Massage

 SPAS
Body Scrub • Body Wrap

WHAT WE OFFER

Family Thai Massage

$10 OFF 
Grand Opening 1 Hour Massage

Expires 7-8-15

$20 OFF 
Expires 7-8-15

Grand Opening Spa Package

501 H Sawdust Road, Spring, TX 77380
281-292-6618 • familythaimassage.com281-292-6618 • familythaimassage.com

ME3036
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281-746-8804call us at or find us on

Servicing The Woodlands and Spring areas.

facebook

birthdays

anniversaries

graduations

new Baby

and more!Congratulations

personal yard greetings for:

$ 1 0  O F F
grand Opening 

Special

BEFORE AFTER

We Clean!
You Grill For Healthier, Safer Grillinr, Safer Grillinr g

We We W Are Hore Hor uston’s Prerer mier 
BBQ & Grill Cleaning Serverver ice! 

Our Jobs Are “Always Well Done!”

Any Cleaning
New customers. May not be 
combined with any other offer.
Expires 7/8/2015

BBQ Cleaning
Sir Sizzle

832.603.4349
SirSizzleBBQCleaning.com

Open 7 days a week, 365 days a year
Monday - Sunday 7am-7pm | Holidays 7am-7pm

10% OFF  Boarding 
o r Grooming

New customers only. Not valid on holidays.

11105 Mahaff ey | Tomball, TX 77375 | 832-884-6122 | WillowCreekPets.com

WE ALSO OFFER:
Cat Boarding  •  Horseback Riding Lessons 

Pony Parties  •  Doggie Daycare

WILLOW CREEK RANCH
OF TOMBALL

CAGE FREE DOG BOARDING

Earn cash or 20% more in store credit for your outgrown items so another 
family can love them like you did. Plus, shop the best selection of new and 

gently used kid’s clothes, toys, baby gear and more!

67 7 7  WOODLANDS PKWY at KUYKENDAHL (HEB) • (281) 419.3339

earn cash
 for kids’ stuff 

 *Must present coupon. One per  
family. Not good with other offers.  

Exp: 6/19/15 | CPNIM06

15 %
off
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