
Despite influx of money, 
officials say more is needed

Efforts look to curb drunk driving

Prop. 1 funds local road projects Population, business 
growth leading to 
more DWI cases

Residential real estate 
is in high demand

The Woodlands nearing end of development

The 66-acre Hughes Landing development on Lake Woodlands is one of the final large-scale projects in The Woodlands.

By Julie Butterfield
Growth in The Woodlands is 

in its twilight. Forty years ago, 
George Mitchell envisioned a for-
ested community where residents 
could live, work and play. Now, 
nine villages later, with home 
prices tenfold what they were in 
the 1970s and with a population 
of nearly 110,000, The Woodlands 
is approaching build-out. 

Of the 28,000 acres that make 
up The Woodlands, there are a lit-
tle more than 1,700 acres remain-
ing for development, according 
to The Woodlands Development 
Company. Nearly 900 acres of 
that are designated for residential 
land and a little more than 800 
acres are planned for commercial 
development, according to the 
Development Company.

Residential build-out will occur 

in about three years, before com-
mercial growth is finished, and 
The Woodlands population will 
fall just short of what Mitch-
ell projected, said Bruce Tough, 
chairman of The Woodlands 

By David Pollan and Liza Winkler
The Texas Department of Transportation 

approved 12 previously unfunded trans-
portation projects in the Greater Houston 
area—six of which are in Montgomery and 
Harris counties—that will be funded this 
year as a result of the passing of Proposi-
tion 1 last November.

Among those projects was the widening 
of FM 2978 in Montgomery County.

“[The Houston-Galveston Area Coun-
cil] did not have a detailed selection crite-
ria for these projects, but we were guided 
by legislative direction and direction from 
[TxDOT] to advance projects that could be 
ready for construction to begin in 2015,” 
said Alan Clark, director of transporta-
tion planning for H-GAC. “We looked to 
develop a list that fit within the funding 
available but also provided the best benefit 
to the Houston region.”

By Abigail Loop 
The number of drivers getting behind the 

wheel and driving while drunk have decreased 
in Montgomery County over the past year, but 
in The Woodlands the issue is occurring more 
often, according to law enforcement reports. 

The Woodlands Township Law Enforce-
ment Services report shows that the number 
of officers responding to DWIs in 2014 in The 
Woodlands was 195, up from 157 in 2013. The 
township report only shows calls for suspected 
DWIs, rather than arrests. 

“In general, an increase in DWIs in any area 
happens when the population is just growing,” 
said Josh Pullen, Texas Department of Public 
Safety sergeant. 

Pullen said there is typically an increase 
in crimes in general when dealing with an 
increase in businesses and population.

Township board.
 “George Mitchell originally 

planned The Woodlands to be 
150,000 people, and it was going to 
be completed in 20 years,” Tough 
said. “The eventual build-out is 

going to be 130,000 people.”

Development patterns
Development in The Wood-

lands has changed course as 
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BIGGER IN TEXAS

Texas has experienced significant population 
growth in recent years, which is a trend that is 
expected to continue. However, Texas transportation 
officials and legislators say the state’s transporta-
tion funding system is inadequate and fails to meet 
the state’s infrastructure demands as a result of 
the growth.

Source: Move Texas Forward
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A Message from the President
Spring has sprung with full force, and as we roll off the first quarter of the year, we continue to monitor the current condition of Houston’s 

energy sector and its affect on the commercial real estate marketplace. Given falling oil prices, there has been a slowdown of growth and 
a number of fundamental business changes, particularly in the office market.

The recent changes in the business environment, including deferred capital commitments, shorter term leases, and more space availability, 
reflect the general decrease in demand for commercial real estate and industry projects. Additional changes to note include enhanced 
lending requirements or at least added scrutiny for the loan underwriting process.  Investment criteria is also changing as a direct result of 
investor confidence, perception of values and those related risk/reward decisions. We are fortunate that Houston and its surrounding areas 
have outperformed the rest of the nation in the last few years, and despite the changing market conditions, remains a relatively healthy 
market at present. We will stay in tune with the current market conditions and proactively work to adapt and adjust marketing strategies 
in advance for our clients. This approach will ensure we continue to achieve maximum value on their behalf.    

We are excited to highlight an abundant and diverse array of featured properties for sale and/or lease. Most notable is the construction 
of Havenwood Office Park, which replaces the former Brookhaven Business Park at 25700 I-45 North with a 250,000- square-foot, LEED 
Silver Certified, Class A office space.

We also have continued to grow in response to the robust marketplace activity, adding two new associates—Sean Durkin and  
Neal King—to our team of professionals.

Whether you are a commercial property owner, developer, investor or tenant, we invite you to learn how we combine our commercial 
real estate expertise with cutting-edge marketing and advisory services to help you achieve your goals. We encourage you to contact our 
team of qualified professionals at 281-367-2220 or visit our website at www.jbeardcompany.com.

Jeff Beard, CCIM
President of The J. Beard Real Estate Company

Jeff Beard, CCIM
President

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

The J. Beard Real Estate Company
Commercial Real 

Estate Leaders

LANDLORD & TENANT 
REPRESENTATION

SITE ACQUISITION

SALES & LEASING

REAL ESTATE 
CONSULTING

PROPERTY  
MANAGEMENT

INSIGHT.

LEADERSHIP.

EXPERTISE.
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George Al Shamy, M.D. 
Neurosurgery

Geoffrey Zubay, M.D. 
Neurosurgery

Offering expert neurosurgical 
care close to home.   

Join us in welcoming George Al Shamy, M.D., to the 
neurosurgery team at Mischer Neuroscience Associates 
in The Woodlands. He joins Geoffrey Zubay, M.D., who has 
served our community for years. 
 

Mischer Neuroscience Associates  
in The Woodlands
9200 Pinecraft Drive , Suite 130
The Woodlands, TX  77380

To schedule, call 713.897.5900 or use 
ScheduleNow at neuro.memorialhermann.org

ADVANCING 
NEUROSCIENCE CARE
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Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. Features and programming vary depending on area and level of service. TV: XFINITY On Demand™ available with Limited Basic TV and above with a digital converter. Internet: WiFi claim based on September and 
November 2014 studies by Allion Test Labs, Inc. Actual speeds vary and are not guaranteed. XFINITY WiFi is only included with Performance Internet Service and above. Hotspots available in select locations only. Requires compatible WiFi-enabled laptop or 
mobile device. Data charges may apply. Check with your carrier. Live streaming. Call for restrictions and complete details, or visit  comcast.com. © 2015 Comcast. All rights reserved. ADP160806-0002

Call your Move Specialist at 1-844-857-2855  
or visit comcast.com/move.

OUR 30-DAY
GUARANTEE™

1.  Call your XFINITY Move Specialist at 1-844-857-2855.

2.  Schedule your installation with a guaranteed 2-hour appointment window.  
 
Take it with you — ask how you can bring your equipment with you when you move.

Get XFINITY® in your new home in two simple steps: 

Who says you can’t give  
yourself a housewarming gift?
The X1 Entertainment Operating System® lets you  
record 4 shows at once, search smarter and faster,  
change channels with your voice and more.

State of Affairs available at xfinity.com/tv  
and on the XFINITY TV Go app

The fastest in-home WiFi is yours — 
only with XFINITY.
You’ll get the fastest WiFi in your home, but you’ll 
also get access to the fastest hotspots and the most 
coverage on the go with XFINITY WiFi. With millions 
of hotspots nationwide, you can easily get online 
when you’re out and about.

Ever watch live TV  
on your smartphone?
Take your entertainment with you, anywhere you go. 
Watch thousands of XFINITY On Demand™ TV shows 
and movies on your tablet or smartphone, plus stream 
your favorite sports, news and kids’ networks live.

OR

ESPN available on the 
XFINITY TV Go app

105500_ADP160806-0002 Mb0157 Ad Page_10x12.25.indd   1 3/11/15   4:38 PM
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FROM THE EDITOR
When my family moved 

to The Woodlands in 1983, 
there were, of course, many 
more trees. There was also 
much less traffic. A driver 
could generally get to any 
given destination in The 
Woodlands in about 10 
minutes. 

However, there were 
also fewer amenities, fewer 
restaurants, fewer shopping 
opportunities and many 
fewer jobs. The Woodlands 

has grown more or less as planned, although, according 
to The Woodlands Development Company, that plan has 
evolved over the years. 

The growth has no doubt brought traffic headaches, 
and local governments are trying to play catch up by 
improving the road network. Although it may be aggra-
vating to wait at a traffic light a few minutes longer than 
is ideal, those other drivers represent something bigger. 
They represent jobs, earning and spending in the com-
munity. They represent lower property taxes. 

As we report this month, development in The 

Woodlands is coming to an end. The Development Com-
pany is running out of land to put up new homes, offices, 
restaurants and shopping centers. The focus will shift to 
maintaining what is here and managing the effect on the 
community of continued growth in areas around The 
Woodlands.

One of those efforts is in the form of the Montgomery 
County road bond, which calls for $350 million in county-
wide road improvements without implementing a property 
tax increase. However, the proposed six-mile extension 
of Woodlands Parkway has proven to be a divisive issue. 
Some see the extension as a much-needed thoroughfare to 
improve traffic on the west side of the county, while others 
see it as an unnecessary project that will only lead to more 
traffic in The Woodlands.

Whatever side you fall on, make sure your voice is heard 
at the ballot box May 9. And although the road bond has 
garnered most of the attention, citizens of Oak Ridge 
North will have important decisions to make as well. Three 
positions on the City Council are up for vote this year. 
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What do you think about how The 
Woodlands has been developed?

  Development has occurred too fast

  Development has occurred at an ideal pace

  I would like to see The Woodlands to continue developing 
beyond its planned capacity

  The Woodlands has been overdeveloped

  Other

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll.
Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

Are you in favor of a bond package that 
includes an extension of Woodlands 
Parkway?
Yes

 67.71%  
No

 29.14%
Maybe

 2.71%
Other

 .43% 

Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 3/12/15-3/27/15

Turn on FOX 26 NEWS,  
download the MyFoxHouston app, 
log on to www.myfoxhouston.com 
for more local news with IMPACT.

In the March edition, Community Impact Newspaper reported 
on the proposed $350 million Montgomery County road bond 
election scheduled for May 9. Among the projects proposed 
in the bond package is a six-mile extension of Woodlands 
Parkway from FM 2978 to Hwy. 249.

Brian Walzel 
EDITOR

bwalzel@impactnews.com
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SATURDAY APRIL 18SATURDAY APRIL 18

  

 

8:00am 8:00am --  4:00pm4:00pm  
or until the trucks are fullor until the trucks are fullor until the trucks are full   

8111 Ashlane Way - The Woodlands, TX 77382 
Bring a Donation of NonBring a Donation of Non--Perishable Food Items and Perishable Food Items and 

Be  Entered to Win $100 Gift Card Be  Entered to Win $100 Gift Card 
to Houston Plants & Garden  World!to Houston Plants & Garden  World!

Name:____________________________________________________________

Address:__________________________________________________________

City:_________________________ State:________ Zip:____________________ 

     Phone:_______________________ E-mail:________________________________
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Providing Commercial Real Estate Services for Over 19 Years.

1776 Woodstead Court, Suite 218  |  The Woodlands, TX 77380  |  281.364.1777  |  cypressbrook.com

National
Multiple Sclerosis
Society

WE SUPPORT LOCAL CHARITIES

Voted Best Commercial Real Estate Services Firm in the Woodlands



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com8

  G
os

lin
g 

Rd
.

include pinball, Pac-Man, Donkey Kong, 
NBA Jam and Robotron. 281-353-5189.  
www.gamepreservehouston.com 

6  POD Aquatic Center, at 26447 
Hanna Road, Oak Ridge North, opened 
in early April. The 10,000-square-foot 
indoor heated facility includes an infant, 
training and lap pool. Lessons are offered 
for swimmers six months through master 
swim. 

Now Open

1  Co-owners Kent McGill and Robert 
Budavich opened a new Allstate 
Insurance location at 32731 Egypt Lane, 
Ste. 703, Magnolia, in late 2014. The 
office specializes in financial services, life 
insurance and retirement services. 
281-367-0011. www.agents.allstate.com

2  America’s Best Contacts & 
Eyeglasses opened its first location in 
Shenandoah on March 27 at 19075 I-45 

S., Ste. 121 B in the Portofino Shopping 
Center. The business offers complete eye 
examinations and finished eyewear.  
936-271-1717. www.americasbest.com

3  Home Team Pest Defense opened a 
new location at 210 Spring Hills Drive, 
Spring, in February. The business offers 
pest and termite control and also installs 
built-in pest control systems.  
832-585-5600. www.pestdefense.com

4  Russo’s New York Pizzeria opened 
a new location in January at 24320 
Kuykendahl Road, Ste. 200, Tomball. The 
pizzeria specializes in coal-fired pizza. 
The menu includes salads, soup, calzones, 
sandwiches and pasta entrees.  
832-639-6500. www.nypizzeria.com

5  The classic arcade The Game Preserve 
opened at 473 Sawdust Road, Spring, in 
March. The arcade is membership-based, 
which means no coins or tokens are 
required to play games. Games offered 
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7  Jordan’s Sweet Shoppe opened in 
The Creekside Park Village Center, 
26400 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. A130, The 
Woodlands, in February. The candy store 
is also an ice cream parlor and gift shop. 
Jordan’s Sweet Shoppe offers specialty 
chocolates and hard-to-find candies. The 
gift shop carries Mickey Mouse Jelly Belly 
banks and novelty candies. 
281-255-2006. 

8  Maquillage Pro Beauty opened at 525 
Sawdust Road, Ste. 111, Spring, in March. 
The salon offers facials, airbrush tanning 
and makeup, bridal makeup, massage 
therapy and chemical peels.  
877-208-6139. www.maquillagepro.com

9  Matos Business Advisors opened 
a new location in December at 250 
Ed English Drive, Bldg. 3, Unit C, 
Shenandoah. The business is an 
accounting and tax firm that serves 
other businesses in the Houston and The 
Woodlands area. 713-370-5815. 
www.matoscpa.com

10  Straightline Auto Pros opened in mid-
February at 29103 FM 2978, Magnolia. The 
dealership offers financing options for used 
vehicles of several different makes and 
models, including Chevrolet, Ford, Toyota 
and Volkswagen. 281-259-7340.
www.straightlineautopros.com

Coming soon

11  H-E-B is expected to open in early 
summer at 3540 Rayford Road, Spring. 
H-E-B offers grocery items such as fresh 
seafood, meats and freshly squeezed 
juices. The store features a cake bakery, 
meat and cheese trays as well as deli 
sandwiches. 713-329-3920. www.heb.com

12  Saddle River Range celebrated its 
ground breaking Feb. 6 and is scheduled 
to open this fall at 4280 FM 1488, 
Conroe. The 33,000-square-foot archery 
and firearms facility will offer indoor 
shooting ranges, gun rentals, event space, 
professional training simulators, an on-
site gunsmith and training rooms. The 

location will also include a retail store 
with a variety of firearms, accessories and 
gear for sale. Preopening memberships 
are available online now. 281-968-8855.  
www.saddleriverrange.com

13  Owner Henry Zhu is slated to open 
Sapporo Japanese Bistro in mid-April in 
the former location of Mama Mia Italiana’s 
at 30420 FM 2978, The Woodlands. The 
bistro will serve sushi and other traditional 
Japanese dishes as well as steaks and 
seafood. The restaurant will also serve 
alcoholic beverages in a bar area.  
www.sapporohouston.com

Relocations

14  Ace Chinese Restaurant opened its 
new location March 9 at 32823 FM 2978, 
Ste. F, Magnolia. The restaurant previously 
operated a location in the Panther Creek 
Village Center in The Woodlands for 30 
years. The new location offers the same 
menu items as the previous restaurant, 
such as lo mein, Szechuan chicken and beef 
as well as the Backyard Broil, a seafood 
menu option that sells clams, crabs and 
mussels by the pound. Delivery services 
are available for Magnolia and select areas 
in The Woodlands. 281-259-2888.

15  The Michels Law Firm relocated from 
1660 I-45 N., Spring, to 250 Ed English 
Drive, Bldg 3, Ste. A, Shenandoah. Joe 
Michels Jr. has practiced litigation for 25 
years. The firm specializes in commercial 
litigation and represents major 
corporations and individuals in litigation 
matters. 281-210-1595.

16  Armario De La Bella will be 
relocating from 27327 Robinson Road, 
Oak Ridge North, to The Creekside Park 
Village Center at 26400 Kuykendahl, 
Ste. C160, The Woodlands, in April.. 
The fashion women’s boutique 
carries international items, including 
activewear, casualwear, purses and 
accessories. 281-298-3455.  
www.armariodelabella.com 

17  JK Dentistry will relocate its offices 

from 4545 Research Forest Drive, Ste. C, 
The Woodlands, to 2520 Research Forest 
Drive, Ste. 100, The Woodlands, on May 
4.  Owner Jaimie Kocian specializes in 
family and cosmetic dentistry.  
281-681-2411. www.jkdentistry.com

Anniversaries

18  Frost Bank is celebrating one year 
of business at its location at 10767 
Kuykendahl Road, The Woodlands. Frost 
Bank offers a full line of banking services, 
including investments, insurance, online 
banking, drive-through ATM service and 
safety deposit boxes. 713-388-7600. 
www.frostbank.com

19  Legacy Preparatory Christian 
Academy is celebrating its 10th 
anniversary at 9768 Research Forest Drive, 
Magnolia. The academy is a Christian-
centered, university-model school 
that enrolls students in pre-K through 
12th grade. The school has grown to 
accommodate nearly 400 students for the 
2014-15 academic year. 
936-337-2000. www.legacypca.org

In The News

The South Montgomery County YMCA, 
in collaboration with the Rori Christianne 
Keller Foundation, is developing a barrier-
free playground at its location at 6145 
Shadowbend Place, The Woodlands. The 
playground would provide an opportunity 
for the more than 900 children ages 5-15 
living in Montgomery County, who have 
sensory or physical disabilities, a chance to 
enjoy a safe outdoor playground. The play 
space would feature accessible pathways 
and surfaces, ramped wheelchair access 
to high platforms, swings and equipment 
with back support and sensory-rich 
activities designed for children with 
hearing and vision impairments. The 
YMCA is looking to raise money for the 
development of the project.  
281-367-9622. www.ymcahouston.org/
south-montgomery-county

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email wdlnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Julie Butterfield, Abigail Loop, Brian Walzel and Liza Winkler
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Jordan’s Sweet Shoppe opened in February in the 
Creekside Park Village Center. 
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Saddle River Range celebrated its ground break-
ing and will open at 4280 FM 1488, Conroe.
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The South Montgomery County YMCA is working 
to raise money for a similar playground.
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Longtime Woodlands business Ace Chinese has 
relocated to 32823 FM 2978 in Magnolia. 
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Like us on facebook

281-465-0700
www.woodlandsruggallery.com

NEW SHIPMENT OF  
TURKISH OUSHAKS

AND CONTEMPORARY RUGS 
IN SOFT COLORS. 
HURRY IN FOR 

BEST SELECTIONS!
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Town Center 
 
Now Open

1  Cyclone Anaya’s Mexican Kitchen 
has opened at 20 Waterway Ave., The 
Woodlands. Past world champion wrestler 
Cyclone Anaya and his wife, Carolyn 
Anaya, began serving their homemade 
family recipes in Houston in 1966. Cyclone 
Anaya’s Mexican Kitchen menu includes 
fajitas, enchiladas, pollo Jalisco, carne 
asada a la tampiqueña, ceviche, specialty 
tacos and crabmeat nachos as well as 

lunch and kids menus. The restaurant also 
features tequila, margaritas and a wine list. 
www.cycloneanaya.com

2  Johnny Was opened its Texas location 
April 3 at Market Street, 9595 Six Pines 
Drive, The Woodlands. Johnny Was is a 
luxury boutique store that offers vintage-
inspired clothing and accessories for men 
and women. Brands offered at Johnny Was 
include the Johnny Was Collection, JWLA, 
Biya, Pete & Greta, 4 Love and Liberty and 
3J Workshop. www.johnnywas.com

3  Kriser’s, which specializes in natural 
pet foods, supplies and grooming, opened 
March 28 at 1925 Hughes Landing Blvd., 
The Woodlands. The new facility is Kriser’s 
fourth Greater Houston-area store and 
is located next to Whole Foods Market. 
Kriser’s offers a curated selection of natural 
pet foods, treats, toys, supplements and 
supplies along with in-store grooming 
services. 281-419-5992. www.krisers.com

4  Local Pour opened its second Greater 
Houston area location on Restaurant Row 
in the Hughes Landing Development, 
1800 Hughes Landing Blvd., The 
Woodlands, on April 1. Local Pour is a 
gastropub that offers a variety of chef-
inspired food items, custom and distinctive 
cocktails, craft beers and dozens of wines 
from around the world. Local Pour also 
features nightly entertainment.  
281-419-7687. www.localpourhouston.com

Coming Soon

5  Community Bank of Texas will open 
on May 1 at 1900 Research Forest Drive, 
The Woodlands, just east of Grogan’s 
Mill Road. The Woodlands location will 
be the community bank’s 37th branch 
in the state. Community Bank of Texas 
offers full-service banking to individuals 
and businesses and will provide a range 
of services for personal and business 
accounts. www.communitybankoftx.com

Compiled by Brian Walzel 

6  Nick’s Seafood Dive and Oyster Bar 
is expected to open by mid-April at 20 
Waterway Ave., The Woodlands. Inspired 
by the Gulf of Mexico, Nick’s Fish Dive 
and Oyster Bar will offer comfort food 
such as open-ocean Scottish salmon, 
Chilean sea bass, prime USDA filet, crab 
and spinach artichoke dip, fried oyster and 
shrimp baskets, boiled shrimp buckets, 
po’boys, lobster rolls and fish tacos.

7  Pier 1 Imports will open an 
11,000-square-foot store April 15 in 
Hughes Landing across from Whole 
Foods Market. Pier 1 Imports’ carries 
an assortment of products from home 
accessories such as candles, vases and 
picture frames to full-size, upholstered 
furniture, hand-carved armoires, large-
scale vases and eclectic wall decor.  
www.pier1.com

Anniversaries

8  Memorial Hermann The Woodlands 
Hospital, at 9250 Pinecroft Drive, The 
Woodlands, is celebrating its 30th year 
operating in The Woodlands. Since 
opening in 1985, Memorial Hermann The 
Woodlands has grown from 200 to 1,900 
employees. 713-897-2300.  
www.memorialhermann.org

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email wdlnews@impactnews.com.
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10 S. CROSSED BIRCH PL.  •  $319,000

63 N. DULCET HOLLOW CIR.  •  $530,000

94 W. CRESTA BEND  •  $649,900

6 MIRROR RIDGE  •  $712,000

10 CRYSTAL CANYON PL.  •  $662,500

8850 VAN ALLEN  •  $595,000

154 PINTO POINT PLACE  •  $508,000

W
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S

®

®heritagetexas.com

936.447.9625

LOCAL ROOTS | GLOBAL REACH
THANKS TO OUR AFFILIATION with Leading Real Estate

Companies of the World® and Luxury Por tfolio International®, 

we can market your home around the globe.

10 PLAYER POND PL.  •  $2,999,900
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Carlin Speech Pathology and Associates
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Therapist Liza Felici works with a young boy using a toy truck and a book.
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Carlin Speech Pathology 
and Associates
Practice helps children with speech issues

E llen Carlin became interested 
in helping children with hear-
ing conditions when she met her 

neighbor’s cousin who suffered from 
hearing loss. Ellen was 15 years old at the 
time and became increasingly fascinated 
with how the child learned to understand 
others and be understood, despite being 
deaf. 

“I was really interested in how he 
learned to communicate,” she said. 

Ellen’s desire to work with children 
with communication disorders led her 
to earn a master’s in speech pathology 
from Miami University of Ohio in 1994. 
After college, Ellen began to pursue her 
professional goal of helping children with 
speech disorders.

“This is what I wanted to do—work 
with children with all kinds of commu-
nication disorders,” she said. “I’ve been 
doing this for 26 years.” 

Ellen works in the field of pediatric 
speech language development with chil-
dren who have oral motor difficulty that 
affects their communication skills. Ellen 
said that first she identifies indicators 
to determine where the speech difficul-
ties might have originated. For example, 
Ellen said breastfeeding problems early 
on can lead to future speech issues. As 
a result, her practice also works with 
mothers and nursing babies to help them 
get back to breastfeeding to strengthen 

their oral motor skills. 
“Eight times out of 10, babies have had 

feeding difficulties starting somewhere 
along the line,” she said.

Ellen said people are drawn to Carlin 
Speech because of the feeding programs 
the practice offers. The infant programs, 
such as the oral motor treatment for 
nursing newborns, help babies build 
muscle strength and coordination for 
learning speech skills. 

The practice offers a one hour social-
language group for older children, too.

Ellen said engaging parents is key to a 
child’s speech success. 

“We save the last five minutes of the 
session, and we talk to the parent about 
how the child did, what they can do to 
work on in the therapy,” she said. “We 
encourage parents to come in and be a 
part of it.”

The practice has 20 employees, 15 of 
whom are therapists. Ellen’s husband, 
Mike Carlin, is the business manager. 
He said therapists come from a variety of 
skillsets, and they interview 25-30 people 
for each therapist they hire.

“We look at and spend a lot of time 
on what we feel is the perfect therapist,” 
Mike said. “The No. 1 thing [we look 
for] is you have to be passionate about 
pediatrics. We really take a collaborative 
approach to the process. We really want 
to have the best group of therapists.”

BUSINESS

26407 Oak Ridge Drive, Spring
281-363-2270
www.carlinspeech.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 8 a.m.-6 p.m., Fri. 8 a.m.-
noon. Closed Sat. and Sun. 

Programs at Carlin Speech 
Pathology and Associates: 
• Individual speech and language lessons
• Articulation treatment
• Language development
• Fluency and voice treatment
• Oral motor treatment for nursing newborns
• Feeding treatment for toddlers and pre-

schoolers
• One and a half hour language nursery class-

rooms for preschoolers
• One and a half hour social language groups 

for school-age children
• One-hour social-language groups for teens

Carlin Speech Pathology and 
Associates treats children with:
• Speech-language and learning impairments
• Feeding disorders
• Infant feeding program for breastfeeding 

babies
• Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
• Pervasive development delay
• Autism spectrum disorders
• Down syndrome
• One-hour social-language groups for teens

By Julie Butterfield

Ellen and Mike Carlin own and operate Carlin 
Speech Pathology and Associates in Spring.

Ellen Carlin has worked with children with 
speech and hearing disorders for 26 years.

Therapist Daniela Baca chooses instructional toys 
for a therapy session. 

The Carlins added new therapy rooms to their 
building on Oak Ridge Drive in Spring.

45
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YOUR BACK OR NECK PAIN 
IS UNIQUE TO YOU.  
SHOULDN’T YOUR 
TREATMENT BE, TOO?

At Houston Methodist, our team of world-class specialists uses 

leading-edge imaging, surgical and rehabilitative technologies to 

diagnose and treat your back and neck pain. Our comprehensive 

approach delivers an individualized treatment plan using proven, 

best-in-class methods. Whether your pain is new or decades 

old, we have the technology and expertise to help you rebuild 

strength and lead you on your personal journey to living  

a pain-free life.

For more information or to schedule an appointment at  

one of our locations, visit houstonmethodist.org or  

call 713.790.3333.

• Central – Texas Medical Center 
• East – San Jacinto 
• Northwest – Willowbrook 
• Southeast – St. John 

• Southwest – Sugar Land 
• West – Katy 
• North – The Woodlands    
 (opening in 2017)

HMTW_CommImpact_Spine_ad.indd   1 3/2/2015   4:03:18 PM
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Kid to Kid
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Woodlands Pkwy.

Kid to Kid of The Woodlands is owned and operated by Donna Gylling, a resident of the area since 1994.
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Kid to Kid 
Resale shop offers curated selection

D onna Gylling was a regular 
customer of resale stores and 
frequently visited the Kid to Kid 

store in Fort Worth. 
She and her husband had been look-

ing for the right business to invest in 
when she realized the resale concept 
could work in her Woodlands-area 
neighborhood.

“My best friend used to live down the 
street from the store [in Fort Worth],” 
Gylling said. “Whenever I used to go 
visit her, I would stop by and shop.”

Gylling said she was encouraged by 
one of the store’s employees to open a 
franchise of her own. 

Prior to opening Kid to Kid, Gylling 
worked as a teacher, an assistant prin-
cipal, an attorney and for an adoption 
agency, but she did not have retail expe-
rience. However, Gylling said research 
led her to conclude the Kid to Kid fran-
chise seemed like the right concept for 
The Woodlands at the right time.

 Her research paid off as her store 
celebrated its 10th anniversary in 
February. 

Kid to Kid allows families to bring 
in clothing or toys that their children 
have outgrown for cash or store credit. 
The items are then resold at discounted 
prices.

“So [the concept is] a way to recycle,” 
Gylling said. “It’s also a great way for 
other families to enjoy things that other 
children have enjoyed, and it’s a great 
way to save money.” 

The store carries children’s clothing 
from infant through age 14, shoes, coats, 
Halloween costumes, Western wear, 
Christian clothing, maternity clothing 
and baby equipment, such as strollers, 
bouncers and toys.

Gylling said Kid to Kid operates dif-
ferently from a thrift store, which tends 
to have a more liberal merchandise 

acceptancy policy.
“We are more selective with our 

merchandise,” she said. “We try to make 
sure that our clothes are no more than 
three years old. We try to stay stylish.”

Kid to Kid is open seven days a week 
and buys inventory for every season all 
year long. 

“We put out new items every day,” 
Gylling said. “Inventory is fresh every 
time you come into our store.” 

The concept has been so well-
received that the store underwent 
remodeling a year ago to add more 
racks for inventory. 

“[The store is] a great concept for 
families with grown kids,” Gylling said. 
“It’s a great way to get back a little of 
their investment.”

Although the shop carries new items, 
including a popular line of hair bows, 
there is also a large section of dance 
wear for young dancers. Leotards, tap 
shoes and ballet shoes are all available 
dress-up items for kids. 

“We look at almost everything that 
kids use with few exceptions,” Gylling 
said. “It can be anything from play 
clothing to boutique items.”

Although owning a business has 
proven to be a significant commitment 
for Gylling, she said she has been fortu-
nate to enjoy some success and to have 
support from the local community. 

“The thing that made me nervous 
the most was how the concept would 
be accepted in the Woodlands, and if 
we were going to have enough amazing 
product to buy and sell,” she said. “The 
answer to both questions was yes.”

Gylling said she believes in giv-
ing back to the community. The store 
donates to elementary schools in the 
region every year. 

BUSINESS

6777 Woodlands Parkway, The Woodlands 
281-419-3339
www.kidtokid.com/thewoodlands
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-7 p.m.,
Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. noon-5 p.m. 

Kid to Kid franchise

By Ariel Carmona Jr.

Hair bows in various colors and styles are a 
popular item at The Woodlands resale store.

 

384
COLORS

and 52 styles of hair bows available

$11 million

5 million

7 million

More than

Nearly

paid out annually to customers 
by recycling more than

pounds of apparel 
and accessories recycled annually. 

different items

257
clothing brands in stock

Approximately

COMING SOON   25219 KUYKENDAHL PLAZA

RETAIL & OFFICE FOR SALE/LEASE 936-230-0002 • 281-362-5640
WWW.AVENTURADEVELOPMENTS.COM
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“Who would have ever thought my 
abdominal pain was a heart attack? 
My family took me to a local hospital 
emergency room where I was told it 
would be a four hour wait. My 
daughters told me about Parkway ER 
at Creekside. As soon as we arrived, I 
was immediately taken to the room. I 
was evaluated and treated by Dr. 
Kukkalli. I was actually having a heart 
attack and was transferred to a local 
hospital for an immediate cardiac 
catheterization. Thank you Parkway 
ER for saving my life!” 

-Patient Testimonial from E.G.

“

“My daughter fell and hurt her shoulder. 
We did not want to wait hours for her 
to be seen. A friend had told me about 
Parkway ER Creekside. When we 
arrived, we were greeted by Dr. Davis at 
the door. My daughter was taken 
straight back to a room, medicated for 
her pain, and x-rays were taken. She 
had a broken shoulder and was placed 
in a shoulder immobilizer. Dr. Davis set 
up an appointment for the next day 
with the orthopedist. It was a 
wonderful experience with no wait. 
After going to Parkway ER, I wouldn’t 
go anywhere else!”

-Patient Testimonial from L.D.

“After going to Parkway ER, 
 I wouldn’t go anywhere else!”

“Thank you Parkway ER
 for saving my life!”

IN-NETWORK, IN QUICK, OUT FAST.

CONTACT US FOR MOOR MORE INFORMATION
832.761.7894  |  parkwayER.com  |  info@parkwayER.com  |  25450 Kuykendahl, Suite 300  |  Tomball, TX 77375

Second location coming to HEB Harmony Shopping Complex Summer 2015Harmony Shopping Complex Summer 2015

2 minutes south 
of HEB Creekside 

between 
Woodforest Bank 

and Stripes

Best Emergency Room
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House of Bread 
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Owner Raul Narvaez opened House of Bread in Spring 2014 to cater to a diverse Mexican and South 
American population based in Spring and the Woodlands. 
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House of Bread
Bakery offers tastes of Mexico, South America

H ouse of Bread opened in spring 
2014 with a model to replicate 
the tastes and smells of the 

Mexican bakeries owner Raul Narvaez 
grew up with as a child in San Luis 
Potosi, Mexico. 

Narvaez uses baking techniques and 
recipes his mother and father passed 
down to him after moving to Houston 
when he was 19. After 30 years of living in 
Houston and one year as a businessowner, 
Narvaez said he has found his niche in 
Spring and The Woodlands. 

“We started in the area [because] there 
is a diverse population,” Narvaez said. 
“There are a lot of people from South 
America and Mexico moving to the area, 
and we knew if we put a bakery right here 
it would be a big hit. ” 

The bakery features more than 100 dif-
ferent breads and pastries each day includ-
ing traditional Mexican bolillo bread, a 
variation of a baguette cooked in a stone 
oven, empanadas and cuernos bread, a 
horned-shaped pastry similar to French 
croissants. Each bread and pastry is hand-
rolled and is rotated daily to ensure a fresh 
product, Narvaez said. 

The bakery has made its reputation 
within the local Mexican and South 
American community in the area because 
of its authenticity, Narvaez said. Custom-
ers are able walk in and hand pick items 
from the hundreds of breads and pastries 
the bakery prepares in its ovens.  

“In Mexico, it is very typical when 
people go to bakeries, there is a variety of 
different breads,” he said. “Whatever we 
bring, we try to bring it in as close as pos-
sible to what people eat in their countries.” 

House of Bread also makes cakes from 
scratch from five different family recipes 
for any occasion, such as weddings, birth-
days and quinceaneras as well as holidays. 
Narvaez said House of Bread made more 
than 800 king cakes on Jan. 6 to celebrate 

Día de los Reyes Magos, a religious festival 
celebrated in Mexico. 

For wedding cakes, Narvaez said his 
bakery customizes each cake. 

“Not one cake will look like another 
one,” Narvaez said. “Everyone gets some-
thing different each time.” 

Due to the growth and success House of 
Bread has seen in the past year, Narvaez 
expanded the bakery in mid-March to 
house a dining area. While the cafe will 
serve the breads and pastries the bakery 
produces each day, it will also include 
traditional Mexican, Colombian and 
Argentinian dishes. 

Narvaez expanded empanada options 
to include Argentinian-style empanadas—
which are traditionally filled with chicken, 
beef or pork and served with chimichurri 
sauce—and Colombian-style empana-
das—which are stuffed with rice, beef, 
chicken and eggs. 

Narvaez said he decided to include a 
dining area because of growing demand 
for additional Mexican and South Ameri-
can dishes. 

“As we have been working through 
the year, we have been speaking with the 
people who come to the bakery, and we 
saw the need to have a dining area where 
people can have traditional Mexican and 
Colombian breakfasts,” he said.  

Looking ahead, Narvaez said he wants 
to continue introducing different Mexican 
and South American pastries and bread. 
As the concept continues to gain popular-
ity, Narvaez said he wants to expand the 
House of Bread throughout the Greater 
Houston area. 

“We want to give good service to the 
people and serve bread as fresh as pos-
sible,” he said. “We have been getting very 
good references because people like what 
we do. We are trying to create this concept 
to where we could bring it to Sugar Land 
or the Katy area.” 

DINING

25227 Borough Park Drive, Spring 
281-465-8061, www.lacasadelpan.net 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-10 p.m., Sat. 7 
a.m.-8 p.m., Sun. 7 a.m.-7 p.m.

• Bolillo: three for $1 
• Concha: $0.75 
• Empanadas: $0.95 
• Cuernos bread with cheese: $1.50 

House of Bread bakes a variety of cakes, including 
tres leches cake ($22.99). 

Cake decorator German Chelala puts the final 
touches on a cheesecake flan. 

The cheesecake flan is prepared with fresh fruits, 
such as blueberries and peaches ($27).

The Danish Ear pastry is baked with cream 
filling ($1).

By Connor Hyde 

Fresh from the oven

Brand new world class office building for lease in 
The Woodlands. Located one block from I-45.

THEGRIJALVAGROUP.COM | 281-415-5294 | 832-651-9698

26310 OAKRIDGE DR., THE WOODLANDS, TX

 ADA compliant

INVESTMENTS
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Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated 

Are you on the move? 

Call us today to sell your home! 

Our agents are uniquely certified and 
trained to assist in relocating you or 

your loved ones 

Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated 

Are you on the move? 

Call us today to sell your home! 

Our agents are uniquely certified and 
trained to assist in relocating you or 

your loved ones 

#1 Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS®  
office nationwide!

www.cbunited.com/thewoodlands

281.363.2500
Our agents are uniquely certified and 

trained to assist in relocating 
you or your loved ones
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Cost: $3.6 million 
Funding sources: TxDOT

2   Kuykendahl Road extension 
The two-lane addition to Kuykendahl Road is 
75 percent complete. The project connects 
a half-mile gap of Kuykendahl Road that 
begins at Alden Bridge Drive and ends at 
Crownridge Drive. The project is 30 days 
behind its estimated completion date.

Timeline: Mid-April
Cost: $3.1 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

3   Hwy. 242 direct connectors 
The Hwy. 242 direct-connect projects include 
a northbound I-45 flyover traveling to 
westbound Hwy. 242, ending at Maverick 
Way near Lone Star College-Montgomery. 
An eastbound Hwy. 242 flyover traveling 
to southbound I-45 will also end south of 
Hwy. 242. Major construction is expected 

4   Hufsmith-Kohrville  Road 
widening, Segment 6 

In October, the Harris County Commissioners 
Court approved the results of the study 
phase of the project to widen Segment 6 of 
Hufsmith-Kohrville Road in Tomball from 500 
feet south of Willow Creek Estates south to 
Holderrieth Road. The project has moved 
into the design phase, which will determine 
whether to upgrade the existing two-lane 
asphalt roadway to a four-lane concrete 
boulevard section with a storm sewer system 
or to a five-lane concrete pavement roadway 
with open ditch draining. Officials expect 
to send the project out for bid in the fourth 
quarter of this year. Completion is expected 
nine-12 months from start date.

Timeline: TBA
Cost: $7.4 million
Funding sources: Harris County Precinct 4

5   FM 2978 widening

Prop. 1 funds worth $4.4 million will be 
used to construct two lanes of FM 2978 
from Conroe-Hufsmith Road to south of 
Dry Creek, according to the Houston-
Galveston Area Council. Farther north, 
another section of FM 2978 will be 
widened by two lanes from FM 1488 
to Dry Creek. The Federal Highway 
Administration’s Surface Transportation 
Program will provide 80 percent of the 
funds for the FM 1488 to Dry Creek 
Widening and TxDOT will pay for the 
remaining 20 percent. Both projects 
remain pending a bid. 

Timeline: Early 2016-mid-2017
Cost: $16.9 million
Funding source: TxDOT, FHA

to finish April 1, with the completion of 
the northbound I-45 flyover to westbound 
Hwy. 242. As of press time, construction 
crews were waiting on concrete work 
to be completed for westbound I-45 to 
southbound I-45 and a traffic signal to 
be installed at Maverick Way, said Jennie 
Taraborelli, Montgomery County program 
manager for PTP Transportation. The direct 
connectors will open to traffic in early 
April, and drivers will be able to travel on 
the overpasses for free for the short term. 
However, Taraborelli said tolling facilities will 
be installed in June with tolls to be collected 
at that time.

Timeline: Overpass open, toll service 
starting June 1
Cost: $33.9 million
Funding sources: TxDOT, Montgomery 
County Precinct 2

1   Woodlands Parkway expansion 
The widening of Woodlands Parkway, 
east of Panther Creek Drive to Grogan’s 
Mill Road is nearly finished. The project 
has less than 5 percent remaining for 
completion, according to the Texas 
Department of Transportation. The 
third westbound lane opened to traffic  
March 17, and all of the other lanes on 
Woodlands Parkway are now open. 

Timeline: March-May 
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TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at wdlnews@impactnews.comCompiled by Julie Butterfield, Abigail Loop, Brian Walzel and Liza Winkler
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Hufsmith-Kohrville Rd. 

FUTURE GRAND PARKWAY
99

Chandeliers . Fans . Lamps . Shades . Accessories . Gas Lanterns . Landscape Lighting . LED . Lighting Controls

32411-A FM2978 | 2978 at Eg ypt Lane | Antholog yLighting.com  

Anthology
lighting

Open April 15th
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Four acclaimed homebuilders – Coventry Homes, David Weekley 
Homes, J. Kyle Homes and Palmetto Homes – have captured the 
charm of simpler times with their neo-traditional home designs 
in Liberty Branch in the Village of Creekside Park.  The homes 
range from townhomes, attached patio homes to large single-
family homes, priced from the $300s - $1 million.

TOUR ALL 10 MODEL HOMES 
BETWEEN APRIL 19 - MAY 3
TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR A CHANCE 

TO WIN ONE OF THREE
$500 AMERICAN EXPRESS 

GIFT CARDS

MODEL HOME HOURS: 
Monday – Saturday, 10AM – 6PM  Sunday: Noon – 6PM

$500 AMERICAN EXPRESS 
GIFT CARDS

MODEL HOME HOURS: 
Monday – Saturday, 10AM – 6PM  Sunday: Noon – 6PM

COVENTRY HOMES 
From the $580s

J KYLE HOMES 
From the $430s

New homes from the $300s to $1 million • 281-719-6333 • TheWoodlands.com/LibertyBranch
TAKE I-45 TO WOODLANDS PARKWAY, GO WEST ON WOODLANDS PARKWAY TO THE INFORMATION CENTER.

Homes within The Woodlands are constructed and sold by builders not affiliated with The Woodlands Development Company (TWDC) or any of its affiliates, companies or partnerships. Neither TWDC nor any of its 
affiliated companies or partnerships guarantees or warrants the obligations of, or construction by, such builders. Prices and specifications subject to change. Membership fees may be required. * Receive your Home Tour 
Card at any of the Liberty Branch models. The card may be returned at any of the models or at The Woodlands Information Center. All cards must be received by Monday, May 4, 2015 to be eligible for the drawings. 4/15A Division of The Howard Hughes Corporation®

ENJOY YOUR PICNIC AT LIBERTY SQUARE PARK 
IN THE VILLAGE OF CREEKSIDE PARK 
while listening to some hometown music.  A variety of food trucks 
will be available to purchase meals.

SUNDAY CONCERT SERIESSUNDAY CONCERT SERIES

SUNDAYS 
NOON-6PM

FREE RED, ROCK & BLUES SHUTTLE RIDES on Sundays from Creekside Forest Drive. Visit website for more information.

LIBERTY SQUARE PARK: 66 Liberty Branch Blvd., The Woodlands, TX, 77389 
DRIVING DIRECTIONS TO LIBERTY BRANCH: Take I-45 to Woodlands Parkway and 
travel west to Kuykendahl Road. Turn left on Kuykendahl and travel south to Creek-
side Forest Drive. Turn left on Creekside Forest and travel east until you reach the 
Liberty Branch entrance at Liberty Branch Blvd. Park on Creekside Forest Drive and 
board a FREE RED, ROCK & BLUES SHUTTLE (Sundays only) to Liberty Square Park.

ENJOY YOUR PICNIC AT LIBERTY SQUARE PARK 
IN THE VILLAGE OF CREEKSIDE PARK 
while listening to some hometown music.  A variety of food trucks 
will be available to purchase meals.

PALMETTO HOMES 
From the $300s

DAVID WEEKLEY HOMES 
From the $580s

TOUR ALL 10 MODEL HOMES 
BETWEEN APRIL 19 - MAY 3
TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR A CHANCE 

TO WIN ONE OF THREE

SUNDAY CONCERT SERIESSUNDAY CONCERT SERIES

APRIL 19  NOBODY’S FOOL 
  COUNTRY/VARIETY 

APRIL 26  THE COPPERTONES 
  BLUES/VARIETY/ROCK & ROLL 

 MAY 3 GARY MICHAEL 
  DAHL BAND 
  BLUES/VARIETY/TOP 40

APRIL 19  NOBODY’S FOOL 
  COUNTRY/VARIETY 

APRIL 26  THE COPPERTONES 
  BLUES/VARIETY/ROCK & ROLL 

 MAY 3 GARY MICHAEL 
  DAHL BAND 
  BLUES/VARIETY/TOP 40

BANDS WILL PERFORM FROM 2-4PMBANDS WILL PERFORM FROM 2-4PM

SUNDAY CONCERT SERIESSUNDAY CONCERT SERIES

SUNDAYS 
NOON-6PM

LIBERTY SQUARE PARK: 66 Liberty Branch Blvd., The Woodlands, TX, 77389 
DRIVING DIRECTIONS TO LIBERTY BRANCH: Take I-45 to Woodlands Parkway and 
travel west to Kuykendahl Road. Turn left on Kuykendahl and travel south to Creek-
side Forest Drive. Turn left on Creekside Forest and travel east until you reach the 
Liberty Branch entrance at Liberty Branch Blvd. Park on Creekside Forest Drive and 
board a FREE RED, ROCK & BLUES SHUTTLE (Sundays only) to Liberty Square Park.

FREE RED, ROCK & BLUES SHUTTLE RIDES on Sundays from Creekside Forest Drive. Visit website for more information.
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New small cellular network 
approved for The Woodlands
By Abigail Loop 

The Woodlands Township, 
The Woodlands Development 
Standards Committee and Mont-
gomery County have all approved 
construction of a new small cell 
network that will bring better 
cell service to some areas of The 
Woodlands.

Under a plan proposed by 
Crown Castle International 
Corp., the nation’s largest pro-
vider of wireless infrastructure, 
the network will consist of 10 
new streetlamps featuring cellu-
lar antennas being constructed 
in parts of The Woodlands. 
The areas to receive the new 
antennas showed weak signal 
strength in a recent analysis 
completed by Crown Castle, 
according to the township.

Catering to a variety of cell 
phone carriers, such as Sprint, 
AT&T, Verizon Wireless and 
T-Mobile, alongside regional 
wireless providers, the new 
nodes will be installed in April, 
according to Crown Castle 
representatives. They will take 

between 30 to 45 days to con-
struct, and there will also be a 
30-day testing period to deter-
mine if there is proper commu-
nication between nodes.

Hennie van Rensburg, direc-
tor of Covenant Administra-
tion with the township, said the 
township’s and DSC’s decision to 
go forward with the new antenna 
program came from one main 
concern—public safety. 

“The important thing regard-
ing this was the [danger of 
residents calling 911] and not 
having service,” van Rensburg 
said. “Public safety was the 
biggest [concern], and now that 
will no longer be an issue.”

Van Rensburg said that 
although the project was 
approved, the DSC had some 
conditions that will be followed, 
such as the need for the new 
devices to be maintained by 
Crown Castle and any damages 
being repaired within three 
days of the initial incident. The 
nodes must also match the color 

COMMUNICATIONS

of other existing streetlamps 
and match the color of other 
utility light bulbs.

Karmen Rajamani, Central 
Region director for Network 
Real Estate with Crown Castle, 
said a key component of the new 
small cell network is how it is 
able to blend into the surround-
ing community.

“The beauty of the system is 
that it provides coverage that 
communities want and need in 
a way that blends in the least- 
intrusive use,” she said. “The 
network is used in an exist-
ing infrastructure.”        
Crown Castle is in the process 

of finalizing the construction 
schedule and is working along-
side The Woodlands officials 
and Montgomery County, 
Rajamani said.. Although this 
is the first small cell network 
Crown Castle is installing in 
The Woodlands, it is possible 
that more antenna streetlamps 
will be developed in the future 
to give even more coverage to 
areas of The Woodlands.

“We’re proud to be working 
alongside the township and the 
county—they’ve been so open 
with us,” Rajamani said. “We’re 
ready to start building, and it’s 
really exciting.”

Source: The Woodlands Township

10 nodes are being built by Crown Castle will 
be located around weak coverage areas in 
The Woodlands. The new signal boosters will 
be situated along Lake Woodlands Drive, near 
Cochran’s Crossing Drive and near Grogan’s 
Mill Road.
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The new nodes will be streetlamps with 
an antenna on top that blend into The 
Woodlands environment and infrastruc-
ture. They will take 30-45 days to be con-
structed and have a 30-day testing period 
to test communication between nodes.

Map not to scale
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sleep dream repeat

www.heartstrongsleep.com

Do You Suffer From:
• Hypertension • Snoring • Heart Disease • Daytime Sleepiness •

• Diabetes • Heart Disease • Abnormal Sleep Patterns • Insomnia •

• Frequent Night-time Urination • Obesity • COPD • Depression •

Heartstrong Sleep Center • Near Market Street
9450 Grogans Mill • Suite 150 • The Woodlands • 77380

Call 832.770.3200

You Deserve The Best Sleep Possible

Sleep  •  Dream  •  Repeat

Stop suffering... 
start sleeping

Do you suffer from:
Hypertension • snoring • heart disease 

daytime sleepiness • Diabetes

abnormal sleep patterns • insomnia

frequent night time urination• obesity 

copd • depression

Adults and pediatric - 2 years and older

www.heartstrongsleep.com

heartstrong sleep center• near market street
9450 grogans mill • suite 150 • the woodlands • 77380

CALL 832.770.3200
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Spinning wheels and wishing wells won’t budge your career-car off the driveway.  
Or earn dollars for daycare and dinner. 

Put the sputtering past behind you today.

Rise UP! 

Buckle UP! 

Grab your wheel with both hands and slip your career-car into high gear. 

How? Action. Smart action leads to traction. 

When? Today! Your new success starts with new strategy and new action. Doing the right 
things with the right people at the right time is your solution. 

We’re the right people and today is your day. 

Creating new NO-BS success strategy is our speciality. 

We show you exactly how to be build perpetual success. Personally. 

The first step is super easy. 

Call, text or eMail today.  
Let’s chat about your bright future.

9000 Forest Crossing, The Woodlands, TX

Are Your Kids Counting On You?

Ken Brand, Sales Manager
832-797-1779
KenBrand@GaryGreene.com

Linsey Ehle, Career Coach 
949-939-2514
Linsey.Ehle@GaryGreene.com
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Shenandoah to add large-scale developments
By Julie Butterfield

The city of Shenandoah 
approved a zoning measure to 
move forward on three major 
developments that could poten-
tially add 3,000 new residents 
to the city. At a March 25 City 
Council meeting, the proposal 
was approved in preliminary 
stages to add more than 75 acres 
of retail, residential and office 
buildings on the east side of I-45, 
and a new community of homes 
on the west side of I-45.

Palmetto Homes will build an 
8.75-acre, 99-unit development 
called The Village at East End, a 
live and work community. Sam 
Moon Group will build a 69-acre 
metropark, which will include 
an entertainment venue, hotels, 
high-rise office buildings, apart-
ments, restaurants and retail. 
Both of these projects are located 
east of I-45.

“This is probably a three-to 
five-year [process],” Shenandoah 
Mayor Garry Watts said. “There 
are some wetland issues that 
will take work with the [Army] 
Corps of Engineering. We have 
city drainage, water and sewer 
projects that we’ve allocated 
money for.” 

Watts said the city is working 
with the developers and the city 
engineers to make sure that the 
infrastructure is adequate for the 
size of the project. 

“It’s a massive project. I think 
that it’s between $500 [million] 
and $700 million between the two 
projects,” Watts said.

The city will be affected finan-
cially as well as operationally, 
City Administrator Greg Smith 
said. 

“The most critical thing is 
the infrastructure,” Smith said. 
“The developers will [install] the 

majority of the infrastructure. 
We have enough water. We have 
enough capacity in the sewer 
plant. So [from] the water and 
sewer standpoint, it’s basically 
installing the lines to serve the 
water and wastewater.”

Smith said that other than 
water and sewer, mobility issues 
remain a concern for develop-
ment of the project. He said 
construction on Hwy. 242 has 
exacerbated traffic congestion but 
only temporarily. 

“We feel that once that 
construction [on Hwy. 242] is 
completed, there will be a positive 
improvement on traffic,” Smith 
said. “Those improvements were 
built to help alleviate the traffic 
congestion. We’ll [eventually] 
have the relief of the construction 
ending and then we’ll have the 
benefit of the new infrastructure 
at Hwy. 242.” 

The extension will begin at 
David Memorial Drive—now 
referred to as the north-south 
extension— parallel Main Street 
in Conroe and end at Hwy. 
242. Houston Methodist The 
Woodlands Hospital is building 
a new hospital northwest of the 
proposed extension. 

The extension of David Memo-
rial Drive is inevitable, Watts 
said. If the proposed $350 million 
Montgomery County road bond 
does not meet voter approval in 
May, the city of Shenandoah will 
pay to build the road up to its 
city limits, which is just short of 
reaching Hwy. 242.

“We’ll use taxpayers’ money, 
and then we’ll put an impact fee 
on developers,” Watts said. “So 
we get the money back. If we 
want to get this through to the 
[Houston Methodist] hospital 
before they get their project 

done, then we’ll take it to our city 
limits, and we’ll have to work in 
conjunction with Conroe and 
[the] Methodist Hospital to get 
the extension done because they 
want it also.”

If the road bond passes, Watts 
said Montgomery County 
Precinct 4 Commissioner Jim 
Clark has money allocated for the 
David Memorial Drive extension. 

“[The development is] going to 
happen,” Watts said. “It’s about 
who pays for it and how it’s paid 
for.” 

Watts said the David Memorial 
Drive extension should include 
five lanes, with two lanes for 
traffic and one lane in the middle 
dedicated to turns. 

“We need to plan for the 
future,” he said. “I don’t want to 
build it today based on today’s 
[population]. There will be an 
engineering study that will 
dictate whether it’s four lanes [or] 
five lanes.” 

During the council meeting, 
a measure was also approved to 
allow David Weekley Homes 
to begin building a 32-home 
subdivision across from Tuscany 
Woods off of Wellman Road. The 
subdivision, which will be called 
Wellman Manor, will be a gated 
community. Home prices will 
range from $600,000-$650,000.

The population of Shenandoah 
could reach 5,000 residents with 
these new developments. As of 
the last census, Shenandoah had 
2,315 residents. 

“I hope to get to 5,000 people so 
we can go from a general law city 
to a home rule city in the next 
three to five years,” Watts said. 
“A general law city is mandated 
by the state of Texas. A home rule 
city can rewrite the charter and 
do anything they want.”

DEVELOPMENT

Zoning measures for two new developments east of I-45 and one new 
housing development near Tuscany Woods were approved by the 
city. WoodLofts apartments and Houston Methodist The Woodlands 
Hospital are under construction. The north-south extension route will 
be aligned east of the new developments. 

UPCOMING PROJECTS

Wellman Manor 
• Gated community
• $600,000-$650,000
• 32 homes

WoodLofts Apartments

Houston Methodist  
The Woodlands Hospital  

David Memorial Drive 
Extension: The north-south 
extension will connect David 
Memorial Drive to Hwy. 242. 
Shenandoah, Montgomery 
County and Conroe are the 
entities charged with the 
construction. Local and 
private sources will fund the 
project, which is estimated to 
be $11 million. The road will 
aid in economic development 
and maximize mobility as an 
alternative to I-45, according 
to the recently released South 
Montgomery County Mobility 
Plan.

Metropark
• Full service hotel
• Entertainment
• Restaurants
• Retail
• Apartments

Map not to scale

The Village at East End
• 99 units
• Live and work community

3091 College Park Drive, Suite 125
The Woodlands, Texas 77384

936-271-3338
TheWoodlandsFamilyDentist.com

Invisible Braces

Children’s New Patient 
Exam, Necessary X-Rays, 

Cleaning & Fluoride

$3,700

$65

* without insurance coverage. x-rays taken are 
exclusive to North Forest Family Dental Care. 

Offer expires 5/13/2015.

* without insurance coverage. 12 years or younger. 
x-rays taken are exclusive to North Forest Family 

Dental Care. Offer expires 5/13/2015.

Invisible Braces

Betzy Lara-Perdue, D.D.S. & Brooke Kennedy, D.D.S. 

an provider

crossfittowncenter.com

when you arise in the morning
think of what a precious privilege it is to be alive

to breathe, to think, to enjoy, to love

marcus aurelius
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Come on 
over.

© 2014 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. Texas Children’s Hospital is the only children’s hospital in Texas on U.S.News & World Report’s 2012-13 Honor Roll. MPR982_041414

We’re right here in The Woodlands. Get 
nationally ranked care at Texas Children’s
Health Center, Texas Children’s Pediatrics
and St. Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital.

Our Health Centers and Texas Children’s
Pediatrics practices offer convenient access
to expert pediatricians, subspecialists and
therapeutic and diagnostic services. We
also partner with St. Luke’s The Woodlands
Hospital to offer newborn care from Texas
Children’s specialists.

So when your child needs to see a doctor,
come right over. We’re right here in The
Woodlands, ready to lend a helping hand.

For maps and information, visit 
texaschildrens.org/woodlands.

Texas Children’s Health Center – The Woodlands
17198 St. Luke’s Way, Suite 300
The Woodlands, TX 77384
936-321-0808

MPR982_ad_Wood_Comm_ComeOver_WCIN_Layout 1  4/14/14  3:53 PM  Page 1
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Precinct 3 continues comprehensive mosquito 
abatement program in Montgomery County
By Ariel Carmona Jr. 

Montgomery County Precinct 
3 Commissioner James Noack’s 
office has been conducting a 
mosquito abatement program 
annually since 2004 in an ongo-
ing effort to educate the public 
about the dangers of West Nile 
virus and other diseases, as well 
as to combat the outbreak of 
mosquitoes in the county.

“There is currently no county-
wide mosquito abatement pro-
gram,” Precinct 3 Facility Coor-
dinator Justin Fausek said. “The 
commissioner of each precinct is 
responsible for mosquito control 
activities within their areas of 
jurisdiction.”

Fausek said the Precinct 3 pro-
gram consists of three primary 
components: surveillance, treat-
ment and public education. 

The surveillance portion con-
sists of mosquito trapping at vari-
ous locations around the precinct 
including both pre-determined 
sites and sites where residents 
have reported problems with 
mosquitoes, he said. Two types of 

traps are used to catch different 
mosquito types for identification 
and testing. 

“We identify the species of 
mosquito caught in order to 
determine the best treatment and 
education options,” Fausek said. 
“Mosquito samples are then sent 
to the Texas Department of State 
Health Services to be tested for 
West Nile virus.”

If West Nile virus is found in 
an area, the surrounding prop-
erties are examined, with the 
homeowner’s permission, to find 
and eliminate breeding sites, rest-
ing sites and other issues.

“We start trapping [mos-
quitoes] in late March to early 
April,” said Charles Cobb, traffic 
operations manager for Precinct 
3. “During the winter months we 
receive very few resident com-
plaints. Generally we start seeing 
residents call [with mosquito 
complaints] around mid-to-late 
April. The peak times are sum-
mer months from July to August.”

The office’s treatment phase 

involves eliminating sources of 
mosquito infestations, such as 
standing water, which prevents 
mosquitoes from laying eggs and 
hatching. If standing water can-
not be eliminated, one of several 
treatment options is used. One 
such option is using longer-last-
ing larvicide in catch basins that 
hold water or in other cases where 
a longer duration of control is 
needed. The commissioner’s office 
staff also conducts storm drain 
fogging and nighttime spraying. 

“This option, while the most 
visible, can have a negative 
impact when used regularly,” 
Fausek said. “Excessive treat-
ments lead to the mosquito 
population becoming resistant 
to the insecticide. This method is 
reserved for treating areas with 
West Nile virus activity.”

In addition, Precinct 3 rep-
resentatives host events to talk 
about prevention and protection, 
answer questions and provide 
pamphlets containing important 
information for residents.  

COUNTY HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF AGAINST MOSQUITOES
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends several measures to 
avoid the transmission of diseases and maladies through mosquito bites.

Become aware of peak exposure times and avoid locations where 
mosquitoes may be more prevalent.

Although daylight hours have been identified as peak times for 
exposure, people should also remember that dawn and dusk are 
also considered prime times for possible risk of transmission 
through mosquito bites.

Use insecticides and commercially sold repellents. Although the 
use of commercially sold insect repellents is a good practice, it is 
not recommended that children handle these products. Experts 
advise parents to assist in the application of any repellents or 
sprays on their children.

Wear appropriate clothing. Avoid clothing 
such as sleeveless or short sleeve 
shirts and shorts that cause a risk of 
exposure to insects and mosquito 
bites.

Source: The Centers For Disease Control and Prevention

To report problem areas of mosquito 
infestations contact the Montgomery 
County Precinct 3 office.

1130 Pruitt Road, Spring 
commissionernoack@precinct3.org 
281-367-3977

Hours:  
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.,  
closed Sat.-Sun.

www.precinct3.org

ANDREW T. LYOS MD 
AESTHETIC PLASTIC SURGERY

THE WOODLANDS
(O) 281-681 - 9660

TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER
(O) 713-799-8989

WWW.LYOSMD.COM

The only FDA-approved non-surgical fat 
reduction treatment that freezes away 
stubborn fat that resists all efforts of 

diet and exercise.
 No surgery, No Downtime

The Only non-invasive procedure FDA-approved to 
lift the Neck, Chin & Brow

See a Higher Brow and Tighter Neck
See a Lift Under the Chin

 No Downtime,  It’s Ultrasound!

Restylane silk 

only 
$495 

Lip Enhancement, 
Subtle & Smooth. 
First 20 patients only, 

regular $650

$150 o�  
Package of 

Botox & 
Juvederm

Permanent Makeup
$100 o�   
Touchups excluded.
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Hours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 P.MHours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 P.MHours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 P.MHours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 P.M

127 Sawdust Road Suite A, Spring, Texas 77380
281-292-1133

1351 W. Davis Street, Conroe, Texas 77304
936-539-2050

Order Online at KolacheFactortyToGo.com

Buy 6 Kolaches & 
Get 6 FREE!
Equal or Lesser Value

Excludes specialty items such as Crossiants or Polish Varieties. One coupon 
per customer. May not be duplicated or copied. Cannot be combined with 

any other off er. Not valid for online ordering.
 Off er expires 5/20/15. 

Original Coupon valid only, copies not accepted.

Buy 3, GET 3
with the purchase of  any 2 

or more Kolaches
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied. Cannot be 

combined with any other off er. Not valid for online ordering.
 Off er expires 5/20/15. 

Original Coupon valid only, copies not accepted.
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Community crowds LSC Conference 
Center for forum on campus carry
By Shawn Arrajj

As state legislators move closer to 
expanding gun rights at public colleges 
and universities, Lone Star College System 
officials conducted two public forums to 
educate the community on the proposed 
laws and gather feedback.

A March 31 forum at LSC-CyFair fea-
tured an overview of the two bills—House 
Bill 937 and Senate Bill 11—and a discus-
sion of the pros and cons if they were 
to pass. The event was open to students, 
faculty and community members and 
drew hundreds of attendees.

“It’s an issue that people are passionate 
about on both sides,” said Mark Thorsby, 
forum moderator and chairman of the 
philosophy department at LSC-CyFair. 
“The goal is to engender dialogue rather 
than debate. We want people to speak to 
each other rather than at each other.”

Attendees formed groups and were 
asked to share opinions on whether they 
supported the expansion, opposed it, 
were undecided or neutral. They were also 
asked to discuss 
the merits of 
including a local 
control option, 
which would allow 
the LSCS board 
of trustees to 
ultimately con-
trol the extent to 
which gun rights 
are expanded at 
system campuses. 
Such an option was not included in SB 
11 when it passed in the state Senate 
on March 19, but board members have 
expressed a desire for it to be included in 
an amendment.

Attendees were asked to participate 
in a straw poll upon entering the forum. 
Results revealed 54 percent were against 
the expansion, 30 percent were for it and 
16 percent were undecided. The forum 

concluded with another confidential poll 
to determine if opinions had changed at 
all. The results of that poll were not made 
public. The results of both polls will be 
considered by the board in the formation 
of future policies, LSCS board Chair-
woman Linda Good said.

“If legislation passes providing a local 
option, we need to know where the com-
munity stands so we can make well-
informed decisions,” she said. “If a local 
option isn’t included, we still have to figure 
out how to live with this law. Everything 
from hiring more police officers to train-
ing our employees in conflict resolution 
could potentially be a part of this.”

Bill details
If passed, HB 937 and SB 11 would 

allow individuals with concealed hand-
gun licenses to carry a concealed weapon 
anywhere on public college or university 
campuses. Existing law allows concealed 
carry on college campuses but not inside 
buildings.

Citizens are required to be 21 years 
of age or older to obtain a CHL, which 
would exclude the majority of college 
students in the state. However, approxi-
mately 59 percent of LSCS students are 21 
or older, according to demographic data.

SB 11, filed by state Sen. Brian Birdwell, 
R-Granbury, was passed by the Senate 
along party lines and was sent on to the 
House of Representatives on March 20. 

HB 937, filed by state Rep. Allen Fletcher, 
R-Cypress, was picked up by the Home-
land Security and Public Safety com-
mittee on March 5 and considered in a 
public hearing March 31. The House bill is 
expected to pass along party lines as well.

Proponents of the bill say its purpose is 
centered on self-defense, and add citizens 

should be able to 
protect themselves 
in threatening 
situations.

“If something 
bad happens on 
campus, I don’t 
want to be at the 
mercy of the crimi-
nals who aren’t 
going to abide by 
the law anyway,” 

said Jonathan Hamilton, a LSCS student 
and six-year Army veteran. “Just knowing 
that others on campus could have a gun is 
a disincentive for criminals that will make 
them think twice before they try anything.”

Opponents say it would make campuses 
more dangerous and negatively affect rela-
tionships between students and faculty.

“I watch my students to see how 
they’re doing, not to watch out for a 

weapon that might misfire or be pulled 
out,” said Roberta Short, an associate 
professor of English at LSC-CyFair. “I 
fundamentally believe this will create a 
cultural shift for faculty.”

The Senate bill includes provisions that 
make on-campus hospitals, sporting ven-
ues and day care centers exempt from the 
law. SB 11 would also grant universities 
immunity from lawsuits for the actions 
of a CHL holder on campus and allow 
schools to impose rules on the storage of 
weapons in dorms and residence halls. 

An amendment to SB 17, which calls 
for open carry to be legalized statewide, 
specified that open carry would still be 
illegal on college campuses even if both 
laws are passed this session. SB 11 also 
allows private universities to opt out and 
continue with existing gun bans. 

The LSCS board will not take an official 
stance on the bills until after the informa-
tion from the public forums is reviewed, 
Good said. The next LSCS board meeting 
is set for April 9 at 6 p.m. 

EDUCATION

“If a local option isn’t included, we still have to 
figure out how to live with this law. Everything 
from hiring more police officers to training 
our employees in conflict resolution could 
potentially be a part of this.”
—Linda Good, chair of the Lone Star College System board of trustees

A forum addressing proposed laws to expand gun rights at colleges drew hundreds of Lone Star College 
students, faculty and members to the LSC-CyFair Conference Center on March 31.
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   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com
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For more information please 

call 281-681-0400 or visit 

us at GracepointHomes.com

WE BUILDWE BUILDWE BUILDWE BUILDcommunity

At Gracepoint Homes, we believe the foundation of an exceptional home rests not merely on its concrete footprint, but in the  

vitality of the community surrounding it. It is our foremost goal that Gracepoint homeowners have ample opportunity to find  

both the community tailored to them and a quality home that will be perfect for years to come.

We choose premier locations throughout the Houston-area that provide the perfect compliment to our array of  architectural styles. 

From Southern traditional estates nestled in the forest, to luxurious lakeside Mediterranean villas  with scenic golf course views, you can 

expect to find a lifestyle that is as distinctive as you are. At Gracepoint Homes,  we don’t just build homes, we build communities.
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61. LAKESIDE COVE 
 From the $670s

2. MARION 
 From the $650s

3. LILY 
 From the $620s

4. GRAND MARION 
 From the $710s

5. STILLWATER
 Coming Soon!

6. WRIGHT’S LANDING 
 From the $260s

7. MADELINE 
 From the $440s

8. REBEKAH 
 Coming Soon!

9. THE POINT

     at IMPERIAL  
 Coming Soon!

Visit one of Gracepoint’s beautiful Houston-area 
master-planned communities today!

Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. 4/15

OVER 30 HOMES READY FOR MOVE-IN!
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Report suggests turning Astrodome 
into $242 million multiuse facility
By Matt Stephens

An Urban Land Institute advisory 
panel report has recommended Harris 
County turn the 50-year-old Astrodome 
into a massive indoor, multiuse park that 
could cost more than $242 million to 
construct.

The report, which was prepared by 
land-use experts during a five-day 
panel held Dec. 15-19, details a variety 
of improvements that could be made to 
the Astrodome. Suggestions include the 
creation of a new 
ground-floor park 
and event space 
inside the dome and 
1,500 new parking 
spaces on the first 
two floors as well as 
the creation of addi-
tional event space 
and exhibition space 
within the structure.

Vacant since 2008, the Astrodome’s 
redesign could reuse the floors for a 
variety of programmable space, including 
expanding the game-day experience for 
the Houston Texans and providing new 
space for the Houston Livestock Show and 
Rodeo, the report states. 

The new-look Astrodome could also 
celebrate the history of its structure and 
the diversity of the city of Houston, the 
panel suggested.

“It’s gratifying to me to see that even a 
large group of experts from all across the 
nation recognized the Astrodome as the 
unique and beloved asset that it is,” Harris 
County Judge Ed Emmett said.

Commissioners court unanimously 
approved a motion March 31 to receive 
the report and return it to the corpora-

tion, which will 
come back to 
the court with 
an implementa-
tion plan. That 
plan will include 
possible funding 
avenues for the 
project. 

Harris County 
Communications Director Joe Stine-
baker said the HCSCC would review the 
recommendations and come back to the 
commissioners court with a plan. 

However, a timetable for the planning 
and construction portions of the project is 
unknown.

“From what I’m hearing, the court 
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The Urban Land Institute has made a recommendation to turn the 50-year-old Astrodome into a multiuse park. 

wants to move pretty quick on this,” 
Stinebaker said.

In addition to a review of the plan 
itself, the HCSCC will consider financing 
options for the Astrodome plan, Stine-
baker said, which could include historical 
tax credits, a tax increment reinvest-
ment zone, philanthropy and private 
investments. The cost for this plan is still 
unknown but the ULI report suggests it 
could cost more than $242.4 million.

“If there were a significant investment 
from the county, it would almost certainly  
be put to a bond issue,” Stinebaker said.

Stinebaker said the ULI panel report 
cost about $120,000, paid for through 
HCSCC fundraising efforts. Money for 
the report came from the sale of memen-
tos from the Astrodome, such as seating. 

The ULI report and proposal is the lat-
est initiative to determine how to proceed 
with the aging and vacant Astrodome. 

In 2013, Harris County voters turned 
down a $217 million proposal that would 
have renovated the Astrodome into a 
facility that would host festivals, commu-
nity events, sporting events and confer-
ences. 

“It’s gratifying to me to see 
that even a large group of 
experts from all across the 
nation recognized the 
Astrodome as the unique 
and beloved asset that it is.”

—Harris County Judge Ed Emmett

Do you enjoy...Do you enjoy...Do you enjoy...
Do you enjoy the quiet peacefulness of nature enhanced 

     by  superb craftsmanship in building?superb craftsmanshipsuperb craftsmanshipsuperb craftsmanshipsuperb craftsmanshipsuperb craftsmanshipsuperb craftsmanship
If the answer to this is yes...If the answer to this is yes...

Then, come home to Lago Woods!
This intimate, gated, estate area boasts 45 large lots, both lakefront and off  the lake. 

There is no other neighborhood like LAGO WOODS, with our “Dream Team” of fi ve 
renowned, custom builders, with combined experience of over 100 years. Along with all 
of the above, you are in the award-winning Klein School district, within minutes to the 
Grand Parkway, the Exxon Mobil campus, and all of The Woodlands amenities.

WWW. L AGOWOODS . C OM

7 1 3 . 5 2 2 . L AG O
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Dobbin Hufsmith Rd. Highland Blvd. Woodlands 
Parkway

249

149

Dobbin Hufsmith Rd. Highland Blvd. 2978

Montgomery County voters to decide 
fate of $350 million bond proposal
By Brian Walzel 

Montgomery County Commissioners 
formally approved the list of 77 projects 
that make up the $350 million county 
road bond proposal on the May 9 ballot. 
The commissioners approved the list at 
a March 9 meeting after hearing more 
than two hours of public comment from 
county residents both in support of and 
opposed to the bond.

The primary point of contention in the 
proposal is a six-mile extension of Wood-
lands Parkway from FM 2978 to Hwy. 
249, a project falling under the Precinct 
2 list. 

A variety of local leaders and organi-
zations have taken a stance on the bond 
proposal. The Montgomery County 2015 
Road Bond Committee, the Texas Con-
servative Tea Party Coalition, Montgom-
ery County Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Charlie Riley and Montgomery County 
Judge Craig Doyal have all spoken out in 
favor of the bond.

In response to criticism regarding the 
inclusion of the Woodlands Parkway 
extension on the list of proposed proj-
ects, and in a letter to The Woodlands 
Township, Riley said he would work with 
the township to ensure the project is 

developed at an appropriate time.
“I want Woodlands residents and their 

leadership to know that I will work coop-
eratively on all issues and projects that 
involve The Woodlands and Precinct 2—
such as the proposed Woodlands Parkway 
extension,” Riley said in the letter.

The Texas Patriots political action com-
mittee and Woodlands Township Direc-
tor Gordy Bunch, who also served on the 
bond committee but resigned once the list 
of projects was announced, do not sup-
port the bond. Bunch initiated an online 
petition for residents opposed to the 
Woodlands Parkway extension to sign. At 
press time, the survey had garnered more 
than 4,500 signatures.

Bunch said the South Montgomery 
County Mobility Study compiled by the 
Houston-Galveston Area Council and 
funded by the township, Montgomery 
County Precinct 3, The Woodlands Road 
Utility District No. 1 and the cities of 
Shenandoah and Oak Ridge North, did 
not identify the Woodlands Parkway 
extension as a high-priority project.

“If we are in need of a road bond then it 
should focus on the highest priorities that 
have the highest impact,” he said. 

Bunch said the county should initiate a 

ELECTION

countywide mobility study to determine 
what those projects are.

The $350 million in the bond proposal 
is divided among the four precincts based 
on need, according to the bond commit-
tee. About $145 million of those proposed 
projects would be road improvement or 
road construction projects located in 
south Montgomery County.

Other major area projects proposed in 
the bond include $60 million to widen 
Rayford Road from the Union Pacific 
rail line to Riley Fuzzel Road, a plan that 

includes constructing an overpass above 
at the railroad tracks. Precinct 3 is also 
planning an overpass for $25.2 million 
that would extend the westbound direct 
connector at Woodlands Parkway past Six 
Pines Drive.

Also in the bond is a $8 million pro-
posal to realign Robinson Road in Oak 
Ridge North and widen the roadway to 
four lanes.

Precinct 3 Commissioner James Noack 
did not respond to questions regarding 
the bond proposal.

Under the bond proposal, Woodlands Parkway would be extended six miles from FM 2978 to Hwy. 249. The 
project is in Precinct 2 and is being proposed by County Commissioner Charlie Riley. 

Montgomery County voters will head to the polls May 9 to decide on a $350 million road bond that includes  
77 projects throughout the county. 

PRECINCT 1

$80
MILLION 

$80
MILLION 

$105
MILLION 

$84.4
MILLION 

PRECINCT 2 PRECINCT 3 PRECINCT 4

MONTGOMERY COUNTY ROAD BOND

WOODLANDS PARKWAY EXTENSION 

Source: Montgomery County 

Johnson Development Home TourHOUSTON’S LARGEST

johnsondev.comTour maps at
Homes from $200s-Millions+ 

12 COMMUNITIES . 100+ MODEL HOMES
334 AVAILABLE HOMES
20,001 DECÓR IDEAS

FREE
ADMISSION
WEEKENDS 
APRIL ONLY!

FORT BEND KATY/FULSHEAR

BAY AREA NORTH/NORTHEAST

 Houston’s Most Awarded         
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Nonprofits, local businesses see little 
effect of economic downturn
By Abigail Loop

Despite the energy downturn that has 
brought lower oil prices and job losses 
to Texas, locally owned businesses and 
nonprofit organizations in The Wood-
lands have not felt significant negative 
effects. Federal Reserve Bank of Dal-
las, existing home sales, single-family 
permits and housing starts in Texas all 
declined in January. 

At the beginning of the year, the state 
experienced slow job gains. 

Texas employment grew at a 1.7 per-
cent annualized pace in January, which 
was slower than the nation’s 2.1 percent 
increase.

However, in The Woodlands and sur-
rounding areas of Conroe and Spring, 
nonprofit organizations that cater to 
helping those in need have not reported 
an increase in clients, even with the job 
cuts. 

Ann Snyder, president and CEO of 
Interfaith of The Woodlands, said she 
believes there are two reasons why an 
increase has not been seen.

“I think the full impact has yet to be 
determined—it’s too soon,” she said. “We 
have seen the same number of clients 
but it’s also only the first quarter of the 

year. Then there’s also [the fact] that the 
county is growing and the demand for 
services goes up. The economy is much 
more diversified that it has been before.”

Interfaith provides several services to 
The Woodlands and surrounding areas, 
including family services, a community 
clinic, workforce services and a food 
pantry. 

Interfaith served over 17,000 people at 
the food pantry last year, and Snyder said 
the need for Interfaith is still as great 
today as it ever has been.

“We saw an economic downturn in 
the ’90s and then again around 2008,” 
she said. “Many challenges arise and it’s 
hard to know where to turn. But we aim 
to be a resource to an individual who is 
struggling.”

Rodney Dickerson, executive director 
of the Montgomery County Food Bank, 
said that although the food bank has 
seen a steady amount of activity over the 
past year and its clientele base remains 
about the same, he thinks all nonprofits 
will see an increase in demand in future 
months because of the downturn and 
because of business growth, no matter 
what service they provide.

ECONOMY

“During these times, we’re the only 
outlets that Montgomery County resi-
dents have, and the food bank recognizes 
almost immediately when hard times 
hit,” Dickerson said. “What increases 
we have seen here so far have been not 
directly related to the downturn, but to 
growth. Growth is great for businesses 
but it causes the need for service-based 
jobs that pay minimum wage, which 
sometimes isn’t enough [to cover a 
worker’s living expenses].”

Chad Patterson, executive director 
of Montgomery County Emergency 
Assistance, said he has seen the county 

experience an influx of growth, espe-
cially with businesses, despite the 
economic downturn. However, Patter-
son said residents who have lost jobs or 
who are struggling financially still need 
assistance. 

“There’s been a whole spectrum of 
wealth and corporations, especially in 
The Woodlands,” Patterson said. “How-
ever, there still is a lot of economic poor 
[in the area]. Things have been steady 
here at MCEA, and I’m sure all nonprof-
its have seen a steady amount of need.”

MCEA provides rent assistance, food 
assistance, a resale shop and utilities 
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Two volunteers work in the resale shop at Montgomery County Emergency Assistance. The organization 
has seen a steady flow of activity this past year from Montgomery County residents.

We provide counsel 
and expertise on:
•  Probate, Estate Administration 
    and Trust administration

•  Drafting Wills, Trusts and 
    Disability Planning Documents

•  Estate, Trust and Charitable Planning

•  Business Planning and Exit Strategies

• Asset Protection Planning

•  Estate and Trust Litigation

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 200 - The Woodlands, TX 77380 
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

 Steven J. Clausen 
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

*

*

Who do you turn to when you have an estate,
business or tax issue? 

You turn to the expert who has handled these complex 
issues for over twenty-fi ve years as a large fi rm partner 

and as the owner of a boutique fi rm.

NOW

H A P P Y  H O U R
LUNCH • DINNER
&  L A T E  N I G H T
L I V E  M U S I C
N O  C O V E R

1900 Hughes Landing Blvd. • localpourhouston.com

IN HUGHES LANDING
POURING
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assistance to those in need in the county. 
Patterson said demographics would need 
to be analyzed to determine if there is 
an increase in the economic poor and if 
more assistance would be required from 
MCEA for residents. 

According to the U.S. Labor Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, Montgomery County 
had an unemployment rate of 3.4 percent 
at the end of 2014, down from the end 
of 2013 when the annual unemployment 
rate was 5.4 percent.

Small businesses
According to a demographics report 

published by The Woodlands Develop-
ment Company, the population of The 
Woodlands has grown at a continuous 
rate since 1975. Job growth rose from an 
estimated 55,000 jobs in 2013 to 58,400 
in 2014 due to a variety of new busi-
nesses opening up around the area. 

Ashley Middleton, manager of Blue 
Mug Café in The Woodlands, said that 
despite the economic downturn and 
being a relatively new business, the café 
has actually experienced a significant 
increase in customers this past year.

“We’ve been open two years and have 
seen a big increase in business,” she said. 

“I think it will be even better the rest of 
the year based off these past few months.”

Tony Faour, owner of BBQ Godfather, 
a food truck located in Spring, said he 
has seen a increase.

“We’re new and people are just finding 
out about us, but we get a lot of traffic,” 
Faour said. “We’re not being affected by 
the downturn, and I think people just keep 
coming here for the great [prices].”

However, some shop owners said that 
business volume will all depend on how 
oil prices turn out for the remainder of 
the year.

Don Harke, owner of Southern Home 

Furnishings in The Woodlands, said if 
oil prices rebound, business sales will 
continue to be strong. But if the cost of 
oil continues to fall, Harke said it could 
have a more pronounced effect on local 
businesses and area residents.

“Nationwide chains don’t feel the 
effects,” Harke said. “But locally owned 
businesses in The Woodlands will. [The 
local economy is] really going to hinge 
on the outcome of oil prices.”

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

Annual Montgomery County 
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

The Woodlands POPULATION vs. NUMBER OF JOBS

Source: The Woodlands Development Company
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Tracking employment trends

832.246.5350 q www.firstam.com/ncs

First American Title Insurance Company, and the operating divisions thereof, make no express or implied warranty respecting  
the information presented and assume no responsibility for errors or omissions. First American, the eagle logo, First American Title,  

and firstam.com are registered trademarks or trademarks of First American Financial Corporation and/or its affiliates.

©2015 First American Financial Corporation and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved. q NYSE: FAF

Krissie Vanyo is Vice President of Commercial 
Business Development at our new NCS office 
in The Woodlands. 

Krissie brings her clients more than 15 
years of commercial real estate experience. 
Her prior work in brokerage gives her a 
unique understanding of the commercial real 
estate process and how to efficiently close a 
transaction. Krissie has lived and worked in 
The Woodlands for more than 14 years.

Krissie Vanyo
Vice President, Commercial Business Development
832.246.5344  |  kvanyo@firstam.com  

Providing you the best-in-class service.

First American Title
National Commercial Services
Employee Spotlight: Krissie Vanyo

For more information call 713-840-8880 

WWW.TANGLEWOODWEALTH.COM

Who is nurturing your
RETIREMENT NEST EGG?

THE PEACE OF MIND YOU WANT, THE SECURITY YOU NEED

Tanglewood Wealth 
Management has been 
helping Texas families 
realize their lifelong 
financial goals for the 
past 35 years. If you are 
considering retirement 
or selling your business, 
or your current advisor is 
not providing the service 
you deserve, please  give 
Tanglewood a call.

Who is nurturing your
RETIREMENT NEST EGG?
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Mother’s Day Weekend  
Honor Your Mom!

Saturday, May 9, 2015
Creekside Park

The Woodlands, Texas

Register Today: ThePink5k.com
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RRCA seeks approval for improvement district
By Abigail Loop

Legislation for a new improve-
ment district proposed by the 
Rayford Road Civic Associa-
tion is being written and will be 
presented to the state House of 
Representatives in April. 

The Grand Oaks Improvement 
District is being proposed as a 
result of the population growth, 
increasing traffic and continuous 
construction projects in the area, 
according to RRCA officials. 
They said they are hoping that 
proposed district gains House 
approval this month.

RRCA Vice President Paul 
Alli said the proposed district’s 
boundaries are being finalized. 
Alli said there has been no deter-
mination as to how the district 
would receive funding. The 
bill would need to go through 
the state Legislature to receive 
approval for the district first 
since it is considered an entity 
that requires approval from the 
state, much like a municipal util-
ity district.

“Once the legislation is 
approved through the House 
and Senate, the district will be 

approved, and an interim board 
will be formed for the new dis-
trict,” Alli said. 

He said a new board would 
not be made up of current mem-
bers of the RRCA board, but 
would include new members.

“Then later on there will be an 
election where board members 
will be elected for a certain term 
for the new district,” Alli said.

The board would be able to 
enact policies for the district, 
and residents would be able 
to vote on funding and taxing 
mechanisms, he said.

State Rep. Mark Keough, 
R-The Woodlands, said he is 
supportive of the new improve-
ment district.

“The best thing about this 
district is that it gives people 
autonomy for determining the 
future, especially with trans-
portation and a lot of growth,” 
Keough said.

With a $350 million county 
road bond being voted on May 9, 
$68 million of that bond would 
go toward funding a range of 
projects east of I-45 and in the 
Rayford Road Corridor area. 

Those proposals include the 
widening of Rayford Road from 
four to six lanes, according to the 
RRCA. Although these projects 
are expected to improve traffic 
flow and ease congestion in the 
Rayford Road Corridor area, 
the RRCA has been planning to 
install Grand Oaks to bring a 
sense of community, beautifica-
tion and mobility to the area, 
Alli said.

Alli said there is a need for 
infrastructure improvements 
along the Rayford Road Cor-
ridor, and that could be accom-
plished by adding an improve-
ment district similar to The 
Woodlands Road Utility District 
No. 1. The RUD is a taxing entity 
located primarily in The Wood-
lands that places a property tax 
on businesses. The money the 
RUD earns helps pay for Wood-
lands road improvement projects. 

“With the recent increase in 
population growth, we want to do 
whatever we can to keep the area 
intact,” Alli said. “When you look 
at The Woodlands and see their 
improvement district, that’s what 
makes them successful.”

DEVELOPMENT

The Rayford Road corridor is being considered for the proposed Grand Oaks Improvement 
District. The area will soon be under a variety of road construction projects and is continuing to 
increase its population.

RAYFORD ROAD CORRIDOR 

POPULATION STATISTICS
Statistics are within a 3.5-mile 
radius of the center of the 

Rayford Road corridor.  

2000: Total population 24,848
2010: Total population 55,681
2014: Total population 64,352
2019: Projected population 74,788

2000: Households 8,801
2010: Households 19,216
2014: Households 22,022
2019: Projected households 25,524

UPCOMING ROAD PROJECTS:
Proposals include the widening of Rayford Road from four to six lanes and realigning and 
constructing an overpass along Rayford Road over the Union Pacific railroad.

Sources: Montgomery County Precinct 3, J Beard Real Estate Company, ESRI

The district is also meant to be 
a brand name and add amenities 
such as a community center and 
a possible YMCA.

“We want Grand Oaks to have 
a sense of community for its 
residents and provide safety and 
security,” he said. “This is going 
to give homeowners and busi-
ness owners benefits that they 
wouldn’t receive with just having 
the bond.”

Alli said the RRCA believes 
that there are many things 

that can be done to better the 
Rayford Road Corridor area, and 
the organization is hoping the 
proposed improvement district 
will increase property value, 
maintain population growth and 
provide more benefits.

“We’re glad that the road 
bond was proposed—we need 
all the help we can get,” Alli 
said. “But we feel like there are 
more improvements that can be 
done besides the improvements 
enacted by the bond.”

Rayford Rd.

Future 
Grand 
Pkwy. 

Rile
y F

uz
zel Rd. 

45

SAM HOUSTON

Proposed Grand Oaks  
Improvement District

Luxury Living on Lake Houston
E X P E R I E N C E  N A T U R E ’ S  P L AY G R O U N D

The Commons of Lake Houston is a dream location for the outdoor enthusiast and yet perfect for families. Choose from lots offering plenty 
of picturesque real estate just north of Houston to call your own. Fish, play, relax, and enjoy a lifestyle that puts you within commuting 

distance of Houston and surrounding areas. And yet, feel as if you couldn’t be further away from the activity. It’s all here waiting for you.

CALL US: 281-324-4427
TheCommonsOfLakeHouston.com

331 Commons Vista Dr.

Prices and availability are subject to change without notice.

AcreAge Homesites 
from tHe $80’s

WAterfront Homesites 
from tHe $180’s

Bulkheaded with private boat slips

Waterfront parks & 30 miles of 
nature trails

Private white sandy beach

Highly acclaimed Huffman ISD

20 minutes to Bush Intercontinental 
Airport

35 minutes to Downtown Houston

99

IAH

Downtown 
Houston

99

IAH

Downtown 
Houston

Signorelli Homes and Parkwood Builders from the $300’s
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The Houston editions of 
Community Impact Newspaper 

deliver to

642,768
homes and businesses.

Austin Metro

555,607

Houston Metro

642,768

DFW Metro

213,751

Look for the Conroe/Montgomery 
edition coming April 16, 2015
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Conroe ISD DEMOGRAPHICSBy Julie Butterfield 
Conroe ISD is ranked as the sixth-fastest growing school district in the 

state of Texas, among other districts with more than 20,000 students. 

The district conducted a demographic study in 2014 to analyze indicators 

that suggest future growth as well as where new and incoming students 

are located. The 382-page study will enable the district’s Facility Planning  

Committee—a 23-person appointed group of volunteers—to propose 

recommendations to the school board in June in preparation  

for a potential November 2015 bond.
Despite 1,398 new students enrolling in Conroe ISD for the 
2014-15 school year, The Woodlands contributed 338 fewer 
students to CISD than in 2013-14. 

Change in The Woodlands Students

Alden Bridge

Village

-35

Change in 
Students

Percent 
change

-0.8%
Carlton Woods -2 -4.4%

Indian Springs -52 -3.9%

College Park -28 -2.7%
Cochran’s Crossing -66 -2.4%

Panther Creek -15 -1.1%

Grogan’s Mill -49 -3.3%

Sterling Ridge -91 -2.3

BY THE NUMBERS

Conroe ISD vs. area schools

Conroe ISD future growth

Conroe ISD is among several local school districts that is experiencing a 

steady increase in student population.

Conroe ISD 64,390 73,539

30%

2013-14  
ENROLLMENT

2019-20*  
ENROLLMENT

2014-15  
ENROLLMENT

2024-25* 
ENROLLMENT

Katy ISD 67,213
4.3%70,078Cy-Fair ISD 111,440 113,124 1.5%

Willis ISD 6,784
2%6,922Klein ISD 48,253
2.3%49,379

55,009
2.5%56,407

Conroe ISD

The district is 

projecting

increase in student enrollment 

over the next 10 years.

CISD Enrollment 
2014-15

8,505
8,650
16,090

5-6
7-8
9-12

There has been a

increase in student enrollment in CISD from  the 2004-05 school year  to 2014-15.

40%
Ethnicity Breakdown

Economically disadvantaged students make up 

of the total student enrollment. 

White
Hispanic
Other
African American

56%
33.7%
6.6% 
6%

35.9%

*Projected

Grades

Source: Conroe ISD

26,162EE

95.1%
Conroe ISD students graduate at a rate of

Andrew Whitacre
Managing Partner

Matt Johnson
Managing Partner

NOVI HOME BUILDERS
Carlton Woods Creekside

10 Berkley Hall
5,564 sq. ft. - $1,695,000

JEFF PAUL CUSTOM HOMES
Carlton Woods Creekside

23 N. Fazio Way
8,396 sq. ft. - $2,995,000

To make an appointment 

with one of our real estate 

experts call 281-681-1945.

WJ S R E A LT YG R O U P.C O M

T H E  W O O D L A N D S  P R E M I E R  R E A L  E S TAT E  T E A M

TIPLER DESIGN & BUILD
Carlton Woods Creekside
14 Badger Lodge Circle

6,500 sq. ft. - $2,295,000
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Township analyzing plan for new 
aquatic facility at community park

New runway extension opens at 
Lone Star Executive Airport

By Brian Walzel
Seven years after The Woodlands Ath-

letic Center closed, The Woodlands Town-
ship is considering a proposal that would 
result in a new swimming facility at one of 
the community’s parks.

The Woodlands Swim Team and The 
Woodlands Master Swim Team are 
requesting the township join in a partner-
ship agreement to help fund a proposed 
$5.6 million swimming facility at Bear 
Branch Sports Park, which would include 
construction of an Olympic trials compe-
tition pool. 

Under the proposal the 
township would be respon-
sible for funding nearly $4 
million of the facility. How-
ever, the township board 
of directors has directed its 
staff to further analyze the 
proposal, including costs 
associated with the facility.

“The staff is to bring back 
those findings in April 
to the board,” said Chris 
Nunes, township director 
of parks and recreation. 
“At that time the board will 

By Abigail Loop
Lone Star Executive Airport in Conroe 

celebrated the opening of its new exten-
sion of runway 14-32 during a March 
23 ceremony that featured Montgomery 
County Judge Craig Doyal and members 
of the Montgomery County Commission-
ers Court.

The new 1,500-foot runway extension, 
constructed by Webber LLC, accom-
modates larger aircrafts and caters to 
more Montgomery County residents, 
said David Fulton, Texas Department of 
Transportation Aviation Director.

The extension brings the airport run-
way to 7,500 feet. Also included in the 
project was the construction of a new taxi-
way on the west end of the airport. 

“This will now provide a capability to 
handle larger aircrafts and allow them to 
fly longer ranges to other cities,” Fulton 
said. “It will also bring an economic devel-
opment impact to Montgomery County as 
it will allow more people to fly.”

Fulton said the engineering and 
construction of the runway extension 
projects was about $20 million. The fund-
ing for the project came from the Airport 
Improvement Program from the Airport 

NEWS BRIEFS

review the information, determine if more 
information is needed and determine 
if this is a project they wish to proceed 
with.”

According to the township, no funds 
have been allocated in the current budget 
for the proposal. 

“Funding for this project could be 
included in the 2016 Capital Improvement 
Budget, or a reserve fund could be identi-
fied where funding this project fits the 
mission and goals of the respective fund,” 
according to the township. 

Improvement Administration. The pro-
gram provides grants to airports to make 
capital improvements. 

“The Texas Transportation Commission 
approved the grant and then the [Texas 
Department of Transportation]-Aviation 
division managed the grant and con-
struction,” Fulton said. “There had to be 
shown [by Lone Star Executive Airport 
that] there was a need for construction 
and now, because of the extension, larger 
aircrafts can operate at the airport.”
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The Woodlands Township is considering a plan to construct an 
aquatics facility at Bear Branch Sports Park.
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Waterway boathouse expands 
operations, programs for spring

Spring, summer seasons bring 
events to Market Street district

By Brian Walzel
The Riva Row Boat House on The 

Woodlands Waterway is expanding its 
operations and program offerings for the 
spring season. New programs include 
stand-up paddleboarding classes, Sunday 
kayak excursions and kayaking with 
picnic lunches.

“We’re always looking to expand the 
use of our facilities, and when we have 
a lot of people using the boathouse, we 
still want to offer quality programs to 
residents as an extension of the [boat-
house] program,” said 
Chris Nunes, director of 
parks and recreation for 
The Woodlands Township.

Previously, Riva Row 
Boat House only offered 
kayaking Monday through 
Saturday but is now offer-
ing 90-minute Sunday 
excursions. The program is 
designed to teach kayak-
ers new techniques while 
exploring nature, accord-
ing to The Woodlands 
Convention and Visitors 
Bureau. The 90-minute 

By Abigail Loop
Market Street in The Woodlands will 

soon be host to a variety of spring and 
summer events.

The shopping and entertainment 
district will feature its annual spring and 
summer concert series, its annual Spring 
Fine Arts Show, Fiesta Universal, the 40th 
annual South Montgomery County 4th of 
July Parade and more.

Jenny Taylor, assistant property man-
ager of Market Street in The Woodlands, 
said each year the events become more 
popular and provide a sense of commu-
nity for residents of The Woodlands.

The annual Spring Fine Arts Show 
will kick off the spring events May 2 as 
amateur and professional artists showcase 

excursions are $40 for a solo kayak and 
$55 for a tandem kayak. They are sched-
uled for April 12, April 26, May 3 and 
May 17 at 10 a.m.

On Saturdays couples can sign up for 
kayak excursions along the Waterway 
and Lake Woodlands that include a 
picnic lunch. The program is $60 for a 
two-hour tandem kayak rental on Lake 
Woodlands. 

“It’s a great kind of date night pro-
gram,” Nunes said. and sell their artwork. On May 7, Fiesta 

Universal will take place in The Wood-
lands for the first time in three years. The 
event celebrates Hispanic dance, art and 
music.

Taylor said the spring concert series, 
which begins April 23, is one of the main 
attractions for spring events. Market 
Street’s spring concert series continues 
through June 4. The summer concert 
series runs from July 16-Aug. 20. The con-
certs are free and open to the public. 

One of the main events for the summer 
is the 40th annual South Montgomery 
County 4th of July Parade. Taylor said 
while the parade has been held in The 
Woodlands for about 10 years, the event 
has grown significantly.
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The Riva Row Boat House expanded its operations to include  
kayaking with picnic lunches and stand-up paddleboarding classes.
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Market Street in The Woodlands holds two concert series in the spring and summer seasons. 

Plans, prices, and availability subject to change without notice.

Grogan’s Mill Rd.
Sawdust Rd.

TEXAS TUSCAN FURNITURE DESIGNS
Where Everything is One of a Kind...

Redefining Fine Furniture

New 
Arrivals

Exotic and Repurposed Hardwood Furniture, Home Accessories and More             
 26207 OAK RIDGE DR.  STE. A . THE WOODLANDS, TX. 77380                                                   

281-292-5536 • 713-426-5556 • Monday to Saturday 10-6pm • Sunday by Appointment Only
www.TexasTuscanFurniture.com • Info@TexasTuscanFurniture.com

Interstate 45

N

Nursery Rd.

Oak Ridge Dr.

THE WOODLANDS CHORALE 
will perform

Robert Ray’s Gospel Mass (and other Gospel favorites)
with Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church Gospel Choir

and The LSC-North Harris Choirs

Saturday, April 25, 7:00pm

at The Woodlands Community Presbyterian Church 
4881 W. Panther Creek Dr., The Woodlands, 77381

Like us on Facebook! - facebook.com/WoodlandChorale
For more information visit us online!

Tickets are $10.00; children under six are free; available at the door or at 

www.thewoodlandschorale.org
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True ADVENTURE.

Brokers welcome. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law.
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FUTURE GRAND PKWY

99

From the $300s – $600s

For more information and to sign up for exclusive 
VIP updates, visit WoodsonsReserve.com.

BE AMONG THE FIRST TO DISCOVER
WOODSON’S RESERVE, NORTH HOUSTON’S
NEWEST MASTER PLAN COMMUNITY
LOCATED ON THE FUTURE GRAND PARKWAY.

CGC D , .ERNUS EVELOPMENT LLC

MODE L S  NOW  OPE N!

Just over the horizon lies Woodson’s Reserve, where natural beauty and 
secluded tranquility meet amazing resort-style amenities – including miles of 
nature trails and an incredible clubhouse overlooking a sparkling lake.
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Gambling advocates prepare to    
play defense in legislative session
By Shawn Arrajj

For the sixth straight Legislative ses-
sion, Texas lawmakers have filed a bill to 
establish a gaming commission to oversee 
the development of casino gambling 
at resort areas, cities with more than 
675,000 people and horse racing tracks. 
House Joint Resolution 40, sponsored by 
state Rep. Carol Alvarado, D-Houston, 
was filed in November and referred to the 
State Affairs committee March 3.

If passed, HJR40 would allow casino 
gambling in six Texas cities: Houston, 
Dallas, Fort Worth, El Paso, San Antonio 
and Austin. Supporters, including officials 
with the Sam Houston Race Park, located 
off the Sam Houston Parkway in Cy-Fair, 
said the bill could bring in more revenue 
to the state, both from the casinos them-
selves and from revitalizing the horse 
racing industry.

Voters elected former state Sen. Dan 
Patrick, who has sponsored legislation to 
tighten regulations on game rooms in the 
past, to the seat of lieutenant governor in 
2014, shifting the focus somewhat from 
passing legislation that opens up gaming 
possibilities to defending against legisla-
tors who want more restrictions on eight-
liner game rooms and historical racing 
machines.

However, pro-gambling groups like 
Let Texans Decide continue advocating 
for putting the decision in the hands of 
voters. A two-thirds vote of support from 
both the Texas House of Representatives 
and Senate is required to move HJR40 
forward. Following that vote, an amend-
ment would be placed on the ballot this 
November.

Let Texans Decide hired Austin-based 
WPA Opinion Research to conduct a 
poll of 1,001 registered Texas voters in 
2013. The poll found roughly 82 percent 
of those surveyed support putting the  
amendment on the ballot, regardless of 
whether they support gambling 

LEGISLATURE

 expansion itself.
Other studies into the economic effects 

of casinos 
and video 
gambling 
suggest an 
overall eco-
nomic gain 
is not always 
guaranteed. 
A 2006 study from the Texas Public 
Policy Foundation determined that, 
unless 50 to 75 percent of profits 
come from gamblers from outside the 
state, casinos will not provide much 
of a boost. As much as 75 percent of 
tax revenue generated by gambling 
is money that would have been spent 
on other goods and services in the 
state anyway, researchers concluded. 
Increased criminal justice costs and 
regulatory costs must be taken into 
account as well.

Historical racing
In late August 

2014, the Texas 
Racing Commis-
sion approved a rule change allowing 
historical racing at Texas horse and 
dog tracks. Historical racing is played 
on electronic machines—similar to 
slot machines—and involves play-
ers betting on past races without 
any information regarding the horse 
names and race dates.

A Travis County judge struck down 
the rule change in November, claim-
ing the TRC did not have authority to 
implement it. In state budget talks this 
February, Senate budget writers reduced 
the commission’s budget to zero to send a 
message.

“This isn’t about gambling to me,” 
Finance Committee Chairwoman Jane 
Nelson said. “It’s not about horse racing 
to me. It is about an agency that has gone 

82 percent 
of surveyed registered 
voters support putting 
an amendment on the 

ballot so voters can de-
cide whether to legalize 

casino gambling.

Casinos at  
racetracks would 

add 75,000 jobs and 
generate an estimated  
$1 billion annually in  

tax revenue.

Texans spend more 
than $4.37 billion each 
year at casinos across 

the state border in 
Oklahoma, New Mexico 

and Louisiana.

Attendance at horse 
and dog races in 

Texas has dropped 
54 percent and total 

wagering has dropped 
60 percent since 2000.

rogue, in my opinion. If an agency doesn’t 
respect the difference between making 
laws and following laws, we’ve got big 
problems on our hands.”

The TRC regulation required each track 
apply for permission before installing the 
machines. TRC officials said no specific 
machines had been approved and they 
planned to comply with state regulations. 
The commission does not plan to appeal 
the decision due to lack of funds. 

In a released statement, Andrea Young, 
president of the Sam Houston Race Park, 
said she was disappointed in the decision.

“[The] decision is a blow to the Texas 
horse industry and thousands of hard-
working horse men and women,” she said. 
“We obviously disagree with the judge’s 
decision and are considering our options.”

L E T T I N G
Texans  
Decide

Texas is one of ten states that does not allow casino gambling. Because of this restriction, various 
studies indicate Texans contribute a significant amount of money to casinos in neighboring states, and 
that the legalization of casino gambling could bring more money back home. However, studies from the 
Texas Public Policy Foundation find costs associated with expanding gambling as well.

Unless 50 to 75 percent of profits come 
from gamblers from outside the state, 

casinos do not provide economic gains.

An increase in crime would result in 
an estimated 8–13 percent increase in 
criminal justice costs.

As much as 75 percent of revenue generated by 
gambling is tax revenue that would have come 
from the purchase of other goods and services.

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

Sources: TXP Inc., Texas Racing Commission, Let Texans Decide, Weinstein, 
Clowner and Associates, Texas Public Policy Foundation

www.johncooper.org
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SAVE THE DATE
Join us on May 2-3 for

spring picnic time
TOURS.  FOOD.  FUN!

Reserve
THE

AT  S P R I N G  L A K E S

Country Living, 1-3 Acre Lots, Private Lake .
Visit www.thereservetomball.com for more information

Join the business Evolution

832.813.6674  |  evolveyourbusiness.org

We know you can do it! We are confident we can help!
Staff Expertise 
• Manufacturing 
• Marketing 
• Hospitality 
• IT 

• Finance 
• Franchise 
• Engineering

12.02.14.03

No matter what industry you are in or what stage of your business 
life cycle, Lone Star College SBDC wants to help you “evolve to 
the next level of business” ...at no cost to you.

Our staff of experienced business consultants can help you increase sales, 
assist you in preparation of loan packaging and give you the tools you 
need to improve your bottom line performance.
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

Full House, Senate begin hearing legislation
Texas lawmakers filed more than 6,300 

bills for the 84th Legislature before the 
March 13 bill-filing deadline, according to 
the Legislative Reference Library of Texas.

That March 13 deadline represented 
the first 60 calendar days of the session in 
which the Senate and House could file any 
number of bills but only take action on 

emergency items declared by Gov. Greg 
Abbott. The governor made those declara-
tions Feb. 17 on early education, higher 
education, border security, transportation 
and ethics.

With the 60-day deadline passed, the 
full House and Senate may take action on 
any bill.

By Amy Denney
On March 4 the Texas Senate approved SB 5 that would dedicate 

the first $2.5 billion of motor vehicle sales tax revenue from that fiscal 
year to the state’s general revenue fund and the second $2.5 billion 
to the Texas Department of Transportation. On Feb. 25 the Senate 
Committee on Transportation passed the bill, which is making its way 
through the House of Representatives. Committee Chairman Sen. 
Robert Nichols, R-Jacksonville, said the purpose of the bill would 
be to help bridge the annual shortfall in the State Highway Fund and 

help TxDOT plan 10 years out.
“We need something to dedicate to transportation whether it be new or existing 

revenue,” Nichols said. “What this does is it dedicates an existing, known, very predictable 
revenue source. Not all of it. We’re trying to protect general revenue, too.”

Opponents of the bill—including Sen. Rodney Ellis, D-Houston, who was the lone “no” 
vote in the Senate committee—are leery about constitutionally dedicating money that went 
to support other purposes, such as education.

On March 26 the House approved HB 80 on final reading with a vote of 104-39 to 
ban texting while driving statewide. Members approved several amendments, such as 
exempting texting while driving when completely stopped and exempting law enforcement 
during an emergency.

“The main thing is we need to say it is a safety issue in the state,” said Rep. Tom 
Craddick, R-Midland, who authored the bill. “Driving is a privilege, not a right.”

By Kelli Weldon
Numerous education bills are being 

considered, with subjects ranging from 
school funding to e-cigarette bans.

A bill that directs the Texas Education 
Agency commissioner to give schools 
A-F performance ratings, SB 6, passed 
the Senate on March 31. The Senate 
Committee on Education chairman, 
Larry Taylor, R-Friendswood, filed SB 6.

On March 26 the Senate committee 
heard support for and opposition to bills 
including school choice bill SB 276, which 
Sen. Donna Campbell, R-New Braunfels, said would create a “taxpayer savings grant” to 
cover some students’ private school costs.

The Senate passed SB 149, which would establish committees to determine if students 
who pass classes but fail standardized tests can graduate, and it awaits a House Committee 
on Public Education discussion. Also slated for consideration by the committee is HB 4, filed 
by Rep. Dan Huberty, R-Houston, which outlines a “high-quality” statewide pre-K program.

By Jennifer Curington
Campus safety and funding are two priorities for most 

university and college campuses in Texas for this session.
The Senate passed SB 11 to allow a person with a 

concealed handgun license to carry his firearm on university 
and college campuses throughout the state. Proponents 
of the bill say it will increase safety on campuses, but 
opponents say it could open the door for more violence. 
Many university and college administration members, 
including those at The University of Texas at Austin, have 
voiced concern and asked the measure not be put into law.

The House version of the bill did not make it out of its assigned committees, and the 
House will vote instead on the Senate version.

Different bills in the Senate and House pertaining to research funding are waiting to 
be heard in front of the full floor of their respective chambers after making it through 
the committee process. SB 44 would allow grants or gifted funding to be used for 
undergraduate research and undergraduate financial aid instead of only graduate programs. 
HB 495 continues a funding program that assists nursing research programs with grant 
money until 2019.

TRANSPORTATION

By Joe Olivieri
As of March 31 the House Committee on 

Economic & Small Business Development has 
met eight times to discuss proposed legislation. 

A key topic so far this session has been 
revising the Major Events Trust Fund, which 
uses state and local taxes to pay for the cost 
of hosting special events such as Super Bowls 
and basketball championships. 

Following testimony, HB 900—a bill that 
would make ESPN, NASCAR and Ultimate 
Fighting Championship events eligible to 
receive funding from the events fund—passed 
through the committee March 13. The bill was 
discussed March 26 and tabled.

Three bills—HB 1318, HB 1440 and HB 2074—are pending in committee. The bills 
would make presidential general election debates, the Elite Rodeo Association World 
Championships and the Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association final event eligible for 
METF funds.

 As of March 31 the Senate Committee on Business & Commerce has met five times to 
discuss proposed legislation. 

SB 641 would attach a civil penalty of up to $1,000 per violation to anyone who violates 
a section of the Finance Code related to debit and stored-value card surcharges. Following 
testimony, the bill passed through committee March 23 and awaits action by the full Senate.

The committee was slated to discuss three bills—SB 335, SB 336 and SB 337—related to 
government entities’ ability to obtain information, documents and records. 

ECONOMY AND SMALL BUSINESS

PUBLIC EDUCATION

By Lyndsey Taylor 
The House of Representatives’ Public Health Committee met March 31 and passed 

several bills to move on for the House’s consideration.
The committee, chaired by Rep. Myra Crownover, R-Denton, approved the 

recommendation that HB 467 move to the House. The bill relates to sex education, 
including education about AIDS, HIV infections and other health-related topics, in primary 
and secondary curriculum. The committee first read the bill Feb. 12.

The Public Health Committee also approved HB 1219. The bill, authored by Rep. Richard 
Raymond, D-Laredo, includes occupational regulations for funeral homes and directors. A 
vote on HB 2171 was reconsidered but left the committee pending as of March 31. HB 2171 
is related to the information maintained in the immunization registry with the consent of an 
individual after the person becomes an adult. 

Academic health care leaders spoke to the committee March 31 about ways to improve 
public health in the state. Presenters included representatives from Texas higher education 
institutions, such as Dr. Ray Greenberg, executive vice chancellor of health affairs at The 
University of Texas System. Greenberg cited United Health Foundation national data about 
Texas, including that the state ranks last in the nation in percentage of pregnant women 
who receive early prenatal care and that Texas has the third-highest teen pregnancy rate in 
the nation. 

“We’re here today because we see a very different future, one in which we will work 
together as partners for the good of the millions of Texans whom we serve,” Greenberg said.

In other health care news, Gov. Greg Abbott’s strike force—a group formed to take swift 
action—against the Health and Human Services Commission report was publicly released 
March 30. The report details the need for changes in the commission’s leadership structure 
and includes information about the “procurement of fraud-detection services by HHSC’s 
Office of Inspector General from an Austin-based company called 21CT.” To read the 
report, visit http://gov.texas.gov.

HEALTH CARE

HIGHER EDUCATION

Sen. Robert Nichols

The House Committee on Economic & Small 
Business Development meets March 26.

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_wdl and search for 
#CITxLege or visit impactnews.com

The Senate Committee on Education meets March 26.
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• Concealed handguns would be 
allowed on the grounds and in 
buildings owned by a college or 
university.

• Rules can be established in 
regard to storing the handguns 
on grounds but cannot prevent 
licensed individuals from carry-
ing a concealed weapon.

By Leslee Bassman
As of March 31, SB 2, the Senate’s General Appropriations Bill, remained in the Senate 

Finance Committee. The general appropriations bill was filed by Chairwoman Sen. Jane 
Nelson, R-Flower Mound, on Jan. 27.

A Senate vote was taken March 31 on SB 20, a bill Nelson authored that institutes 
reformative measures for state agency contracting practices. The bill analysis states that 
its purpose is to increase transparency and ensure a competitive bid process. The vote 
tally was not available as of press time.

On March 31, SB 761, authored by Sen. Brandon Creighton, R-Conroe, passed out 
of the Senate by a 23-7 vote. The bill includes a proposal to fund the insurance funds of 
volunteer fire departments from the proceeds of fireworks sales.

On April 1 the House of Representatives passed HB 1, the General Appropriations Act. 
HB 1, filed Feb. 9 by Chairman Rep. John Otto, R-Dayton, was debated by the House for 
18 hours March 31.

The bill, with more than 300 amendments and a two-year budget of $210 billion, 
increases funding for border security, public schools and highway construction, Rep. Tan 
Parker, R-Flower Mound, said in a news release. It provides funding for tax relief and holds 
the state budget increase to less than 2 percent annually, he said.

“Our plan includes funding increases for top priorities for all Texans and maintains our 
long-standing history of fiscal discipline,” Parker said.

BUDGET

CAMPUS CARRY RULES

During this legislative session, Community Impact Newspaper is reporting on bills and funding 
for the state on budget, economy and small business, transportation, public education, higher 
education, health care and more. All information on this page is as of March 31, 2015.
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Convenient to New Village Center 
Oversized Home Sites Available • Resort-Style Amenities

Wooded Overlook
From the Low $600s • 281-255-0299

Coronet Ridge
From the Low $700s • 281-516-0899

The Estates at Blairs Way
From the Mid-$800s • 281-516-0899

Creekside Park – It Just Keeps Getting Better!
Visit Today - Tour Models & Quick Delivery Homes!

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be 
relied upon to confi rm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 & 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of 
Builders. Apple and the Apple logo are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. Google Play is a trademark of Google Inc.

Five-Time Texas Builder of the Year!*  |  TollBrothers.com/CITW

Toll Brothers at Woodson’s Reserve | 2 New Model Homes Now Open!
Luxury Single-Family Homes Located Along the Future Grand Parkway 281-353-2979

HUFSMITH RD.

WOODLANDS PKWY.
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Now Open!
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Exit 77

Download the new Toll Brothers app today

NATIONAL

SALES EVENT
april 11 - 26 | 2015

We can take care of that.  
Bring your teen to Teen Day.
We’ll show them how to save for the things they want and need, 
how bank accounts work, how to make the most of mobile banking, 
how to pay for college, and lots more. And we’ll answer all of their, 
and your, questions. It’s a great way to prepare your teen for the 
financial realities ahead. We look forward to meeting you. 

Join us for Teen Day on Saturday, April 25, 
2015. Visit your nearest Wells Fargo location 
to learn more.

© 2015 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. (1244558_14561) 

1244558_14561 

10x6.04 

4C

“ My teen is totally  
ready for the real world.”

— Said no parent ever

1244558_14561 10x6.04 4C.indd   1 3/30/15   1:47 PM
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Tired of sitting in traffic?
Then you should support it, too!

VOTE 3YES MAY 9th FOR THE ROAD BOND 

Rocky Del Papa
Without the Bond money, traffic 
will be overwhelming, and on 
top of that it does not increase 
our taxes.
Read his full letter at TCTPC.org

Mike Bass
If this Bond fails, do not believe 
another Bond will come back 
anytime soon; we will have to 
live with today’s reality... 
Read his full letter at TCTPC.org

Bill Leigh
My support of the bond is based 
on my analysis of all the facts and 
continued optimism for our 
county’s economy.
Read his full letter at TCTPC.org

POLITICAL ADVERTISING PAID BY TCTPC-PAC

Visit www.TCTPC.org

likE YOu, WE liVE iN THE WOODlANDS
...and we Support the Road Bond issue!

AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

UPDATES FROM YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS FOR THE WOODLANDS, SHENANDOAH AND OAK RIDGE NORTH

Higher education 

Health care 

Transportation 

Public education 

Budget 

Small business 
and economy

WANT MORE TEXAS 
LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

More legislative coverage at #TxLege and communityimpact.com

Follow us on Twitter—@impactnews_WDL—for The 
Woodlands, Shenandoah and Oak Ridge North, and 
throughout the legislative session search for #CITxLege for 
coverage that matters to you.

SEN. BRANDON CREIGHTON • DISTRICT 4 SEN. PAUL BETTENCOURT • DISTRICT 7

R-Conroe

Elected: 2006

512-463-0104

brandon.
creighton@senate.
state.tx.us

R-Houston

Elected: 2014

512-463-0107

paul.bettencourt@senate.state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 
• The Senate 

passed a $4.6 
billion tax 
relief package, 
including 
Senate Bills 1, 
7 and 8 and 
includes language from Sen. Creighton’s 
SB 186 asking the comptroller to find 
ways to eliminate the franchise tax.

• Coauthored SB 3, which will implement 
Department of Public Safety plans to 
stop human trafficking, drug smuggling, 
and criminal influx.

• Coauthored SB 14 and authored 
SB 1825 to empower parents and 
strengthen schools.

Top bills filed: 
• Coauthored SB 515 to increase the 

residence homestead exemption to 
$30,000 and reduce the limitation of taxes 
imposed by a school district on elderly 
or disabled people. The bill was referred 
Feb. 11 to the Senate Finance Committee.

• Coauthored SB 11 to permit license 
holders to carry concealed handguns 
on higher education campuses and 
provide criminal penalty for violations. 
The bill was passed by the Senate and 
sent to the House on March 20. 
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REP. MARK KEOUGH • DISTRICT 15

R-The Woodlands

Elected: 2014

512-463-0797

mark.keough@
house.state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 
• HB 360 for 

students 
seeking in-state 
college tuition 
to show proof 
of residence. 
Was referred to 
State Affairs Committee.

• HB 321, which would repeal the 
franchise tax, was filed in November and 
referred to the House Ways and Means 
Committee.

• HB 247 would establish the Grand Oaks 
Improvement District in the Rayford 
Road corridor.

45

59

249
Tomball

Conroe

REP. DEBBIE RIDDLE • DISTRICT 150

R-Spring

Elected: 2002

512-463-0572 

debbie.riddle@
house.state.tx.us

Top bills filed:
• Authored 

House Joint 
Resolution 
65 to prohibit 
government 
interference 
with speech 
by religious leaders and students. The 
resolution was referred to the House 
State Affairs Committee on March 3.

• Coauthored HB 415 to permit concealed 
license holders to openly carry and 
provide violation penalties. The bill was 
referred to the House Homeland Security 
and Public Safety Committee on Feb. 16.

Tomball

45

249

REP. CECIL BELL • DISTRICT 3

R-Magnolia

Elected: 2012

512-463-0650

cecil.bell@house.
state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 

• Coauthored HB 
460, allowing 
search warrants  
to be issued 
for blood tests 
for intoxication 
charges. The 
bill was left pending in committee.

• Authored HB 1745, which states no state 
or local governmental employee may 
be compelled to recognize a marriage 
or grant or enforce a marriage license 
that violates a personal religious belief. 
The bill was referred to the House State 
Affairs Committee on March 13. 
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The Woodlands
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COMPILED BY BRIAN WALZEL 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY ROAD BOND 

Mobility is crucial to the continued prosperity of Montgomery 
County. Drivers throughout the county face heavy traffic, gridlock, 
excruciating travel times and overburdened roadways every day as a 
result of our tremendous growth. While the county can budget for normal 
wear and tear, we need major road upgrades that are more expensive 
and require the issuance of bonds payable over time. This way the county 
can address our immediate transportation needs without increasing our 
taxes. So Commissioners Court appointed the Road Bond Committee to 
review important road projects, create a bond proposal, keep the public 
informed and educated about the process, and then encourage voters to 
support this very important road bond election May 9.

I am against the extension of Woodlands Parkway because of the negative 
impact [it would have] on our community, not the bond referendum 
itself. A Brown & Gay study utilized actual traffic counts supplemented 
with Bluetooth and GPS tracking to follow the traffic conditions in real 
time giving it the most credibility. The study determined that there will 
be a 38 percent increase in traffic by 2018 with an additional 6,000 
cars on Woodlands Parkway in the morning and evening rush hours 
with an additional 3,400 vehicles during the same drive times by 2025. 
The immediate impact of that project takes the level of service along 
Woodlands Parkway during peak hours from acceptable to complete 
failure. The most compelling reason for my objection is the 4,500 
constituents which I represent who have also taken the time to express 
their concerns through our petition.

There is no current countywide integrated mobility plan that could better 
prioritize bond proceeds. There is a South County Mobility Plan that took 
two years to develop and was coordinated with Montgomery County 
Precinct 3; the Houston-Galveston Area Council; the Texas Department 
of Transportation; the cities of Conroe, Shenandoah and Oak Ridge; 
The Woodlands Township and Rayford Road-area representatives. The 
county needs to update a similar plan and follow those prioritized near-
term projects and plan for the long-term projects. Many of the projects 
attached to this bond have no studies to substantiate their need or 
validate which projects are necessary and the priority of each project. 

I was directly told that [the] Commissioners Court might retaliate against 
The Woodlands for opposing the bond. The threat was made that they 
could withhold funding projects within The Woodlands and would even seek 
to reduce the amount in the next bond that would be allocated to Precinct 3. 
[The Commissioners Court needs] to restart with zero-based thinking and 
perform a countywide integrated mobility plan that would fairly prioritize 
needs, not the wish lists of commissioners. Once that is complete, they 
should order a new bond election where every project is validated in the 
order of highest prioritization, fully studied, supported by actual data and 
above reproach.

We all love The Woodlands for obvious reasons—so does everybody 
that doesn’t live within our community. If we are so naïve to think that 
by not building a road we’re going to slow people down from coming to 
the community then we need to go back and recheck the facts and apply 
some logic. The Woodlands is going to keep growing, demand is going 
to become greater and greater, and these roads are just the tip of the 
iceberg. You need to support this and get the first phase in. Let’s hope 
that by supporting our smart commissioners that we can get additional 
bonds and expand the other roads so that we can truly handle the traffic 
that is causing negative impacts on all of our lives today.  

A very important bond failed in 2011. Albeit, we did not agree with the 
lack of transparency, [but] it was a vital bond. I haven’t heard any factual 
numbers, however we do know that had they constructed roads in 2012 
the cost would have been substantially less then what we are looking at 
today. The fear tactics used by a handful of people trying to stop the bond 
is tragic. For all those doing their own homework, I believe the outcome to 
be a success. Montgomery County is projected to double over the next 20 
to 25 years.  We are way behind on mobility, desperately need this bond, 
and desperately need strong, smart leadership to carry it to the next bond 
issue and get ahead of this traffic for once and for all. 

We are a conservative, common-sense group, and we have looked at 
all the facts. We are motivated and pushing this bond because not only 
do we believe it is vital to help alleviate traffic issues from a breakneck 
rate of growth, but also to make sure we protect property values and the 
quality of life for our residents in The Woodlands. We don’t believe that 
we can change the rate that people will flock to The Woodlands. Anything 
developed so perfectly that has led the country as one of the most 
successful master-planned communities for over 30 years is certainly 
going to attract all that can’t afford to live in this wonderful community. 
Add Exxon[Mobil], Anadarko and the entire employment base that 
has transcended The Woodlands into a major central business district, 
and we have today a vibrant community that increases in population 
during daytime hours, importing a very high population from the north, 
east, south and west.

This bond, in our opinion, is just the tip of the iceberg for immediate 
need for The Woodlands. All the county could provide the county 
commissioners is $350 million to cover what we perceive as a $600 
million to $800 million need. That will only grow with imminent future 
growth and increased cost of construction. No, we don’t have concerns 
of a negative impact for this expansion of the Woodlands Parkway. All 
impacts that reduce traffic; get people out of here quicker; and allow the 
community to get their kids to schools, parks, to dinner, or wherever they 
need to go is a black-and-white argument to us. 

Quite simply, the loss of this road bond would prevent all 77 countywide 
projects from being built. That would cause a devastating impact on 
expected growth of the county. No one wants to live in a community where 
they cannot get to work, church, sports practice or home in decent 
time, including those businesses that bring jobs and tax revenue to our 
area. Voters approved a $160 million road bond package in 2005, yet 
a $200 million road bond in 2011 was lost in the wake of some of the 
same opposition we see today. So bond funds have not been available to 
build new roads for the past decade of growth. Montgomery County is 
behind because of short-sighted opposition in the past. We need roads now, 
and these road bonds are critical for us to catch up and keep up.

Because it is good for our community. Because as a community that has 
worked together for decades we cannot let one project hold all 77 projects 
hostage. Because we cannot afford any further delay in addressing our 
overburdened and underperforming infrastructure. There are 77 road 
projects in the bonds that will improve our travel all over the county—
north, south, east and west. Included in South County is the widening 
of the Gosling [Road] bridge, Lake Woodlands Drive, Robinson Road 
and Rayford Road, none of which will happen if we do not vote for this 
bond. We must work together to alleviate the unwarranted fears about 
Woodlands Parkway and aggressively address serious shortages in our 
transportation system. 

Brown & Gay identified expanding Hardin Store Road and FM 1488 as 
viable alternatives to extending Woodlands Parkway. Neither of those 
projects were shown as being needed until 2025, which brings us back 
to the question of ‘Why is this one project being pursued over higher- 
prioritized projects?’ The South County Mobility Plan only references 
the extension on its long-term map as proposed but was not considered 
priority enough for funding in the near-term or long-term plans. Precinct 
2 chose not to participate in the most current study in the county, which 
brings us to the haphazard, uncoordinated bond issue May 9. I am a solid 
“No” and will be a solid “Yes” when the next bond does not include the 
extension and is substantiated with an updated, integrated county plan.  

The facts show that the extension of Woodlands Parkway will be an 
important benefit, both inside and outside The Woodlands, and that the 
emotional claims about ‘gridlock at Kuykendahl [Road] during rush hour’ 
or ‘the next [FM] 1960’ are dismissed by the very studies opponents 
cite. For example, the study shows a driver at the Kuykendahl [Road] 
intersection may be delayed during rush hour only an additional 16 
seconds. Total traffic all day at that intersection in 10 years will only 
be 7 percent higher than it would be without the Woodlands Parkway 
extension.

Why is the Road Bond Committee 
supporting this proposal? 

Why are you opposing the bond? 

Why should voters oppose the bond? 

What concerns do you have should the 
bond not be approved?

What would you say to those who oppose 
the extension?

Why should voters support this bond?

Why is the Texas Conservative Tea Party 
Coalition supporting this proposal?

Does the coalition have concerns 
regarding the impact of an extension of 
Woodlands Parkway?

What concerns do you have if the bond is 
not approved?

Why should voters support the bond? Are there alternative projects to the 
Woodlands Parkway extension? 

Does the Road Bond Committee have 
concerns regarding the impact of an 
extension of Woodlands Parkway? 

Nelda Blair is a former Woodlands Township 
director and was appointed co-chairwoman of the 
Montgomery County Road Bond Committee by the 
Commissioners Court. The committee compiled a 
list of recommended projects for the bond and is 
in support of the bond’s approval.

Gordy Bunch serves as a director on The 
Woodlands Township board. He formerly served 
on the Montgomery County Road Bond Committee 
but resigned after the list of projects for the 
bond was submitted to the Montgomery County 
Commissioners Court for approval. Bunch has 
since initiated a petition against the extension of 
Woodlands Parkway.

On May 9, Montgomery County voters will head to the polls to vote on a $350 million road bond proposal. The bond does not 
include an increase in property taxes and proposes 77 road projects in all four county precincts. 

The Texas Conservative Tea Party Coalition 
is a political action committee based in The 
Woodlands that supports candidates and issues 
that meet its political philosophies. 

CO-CHAIRWOMAN, MONTGOMERY COUNTY  
ROAD BOND COMMITTEE 
INFO@BLAIRFIRM.COM

DIRECTOR, THE WOODLANDS TOWNSHIP 
GBUNCH@THEWOODLANDSTOWNSHIP-TX.GOV

PRESIDENT, TEXAS CONSERVATIVE  
TEA PARTY COALITION 

DUANE@DUANEHAM.COM

NELDA BLAIR GORDY BUNCH DUANE HAM 
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IMPORTANT DATES

ELECTION DAY: MAY 9, 2015

Voter registration deadline: April 9
First day of in-person early voting: April 27
Last day to apply for ballot by mail (received, not postmarked): April 30
Last day of in-person early voting: May 5

DESIGN BY SHAWN EPPS

COMPLETE COVERAGE AT IMPACTNEWS.COM/VOTE-HOUSTON-METRO

I was elected in Precinct 2 to represent and serve Precinct 2 
citizens. Overwhelmingly, the majority of my constituents want the 
Woodlands Parkway extension. Additionally, I would not propose to build 
a road if I felt it would be detrimental to our neighbors. I have extensively 
reviewed the engineering studies, and they show that the traffic increase 
will be minimal. We must also consider that the Woodlands Parkway is 
a county road meant to benefit the whole county, not just those who live 
among the current stretch. 

Declined to comment

Declined to comment

Declined to comment

Declined to comment

Montgomery County urgently needs traffic congestion relief throughout 
the county. Commissioners identified over $1 billion in mobility projects, 
and only the most critical problems can be addressed. As proposed this 
bond includes projects that do not solve traffic problems. For example, 
the Woodlands Parkway extension is a $22 million project that primarily 
benefits developers. It turns Woodlands Parkway into FM 1960, creating 
noise pollution [and] triggering 12-foot concrete walls along the road. 
Instead of creating this crisis, imagine how much better the intersections 
at FM 1488 and FM 1774 in Magnolia could be with $22 million in 
additional funding. Commissioner [Charlie] Riley could dramatically speed 
up that project by bringing his own budget to help leverage TxDOT dollars. 
Also, $11 million is allocated in Precinct 1 for miscellaneous street repairs. 
Voters don’t like blank checks, and maintenance is a poor use of debt. Put 
the money where it helps the most.

I have always said that I would negotiate with the developers along the 
Woodlands Parkway. Within the last month we received a commitment 
from one developer to donate all of the right of way and for the developer 
to build a four-lane road across his property. On March 13, we met with 
another landowner and received an agreement for all of their right of way 
to be donated to the county. We are also in negotiations for them to build 
the road through their property. At this time we have a verbal commitment 
for them to do that.

This extension will improve traffic conditions in many areas. First, 
it will give the residents of Montgomery County another east-west 
corridor. People on the east side [of Montgomery County] can travel 
west on the extension to Hwy. 249, then south into Houston or north 
into the Navasota-College Station area. Residents on the west side [of 
Montgomery County] can travel east to The Woodlands or access FM 
2978. This extension will also relieve traffic on FM 1488 as well as Hardin 
Store Road. 

Voters should know that if this bond fails, Commissioners Court can 
and should reissue the bond, without the wasteful projects, at their 
very next meeting. It can be placed on the November ballot. We would 
enthusiastically support an improved road bond without the pork and 
[one] that we can afford. We may support the Conroe ISD bond, also on 
the November ballot, if their proposal is responsible and debt repayment 
is reasonable.

Mobility issues in our county must be addressed responsibly. Should 
the bond fail, voters will have spoken. Our public servants who sit on 
Commissioners Court should hear their constituents and quickly make 
wise choices to alleviate our worst traffic problems.

Everyone needs to get out and vote ‘Yes’ to this bond. A lot of areas 
throughout this county need relief. It would not be fair to all of our 
neighbors to vote down this very important bond because of the 
Woodlands Parkway extension. This is especially true in light of the traffic 
studies, which show the extension will have a minimal traffic increase in 
The Woodlands.

This proposal should include only the priority projects addressing the 
worst traffic problems throughout the county. Choosing the priority 
projects is made more difficult because Commissioners Court has never 
created a countywide mobility plan. Only Precinct 3 has a mobility plan 
showing which roads will be expanded or created and when. We need a 
countywide mobility plan so that Montgomery County can thoughtfully 
prepare for more people and businesses moving in. Also, Commissioners 
Court has stated that this bond will not increase taxes, but no numbers to 
support that claim have been released. It’s like hearing from the salesman 
that we can afford the car and that we should sign without asking about 
the terms. With daily announcements that companies are laying off 
workers or putting projects on hold, should we really assume growth at 
the same rate we’ve been enjoying? Alternatively, if commissioners can 
justify more projects and can demonstrate the county’s ability to pay off 
the debt, why isn’t the bond larger? Pick the most necessary projects and 
publicly justify the cost.

Why did you decide to include the 
Woodlands Parkway extension in the bond 
proposal, particularly after hearing so 
much opposition to the project? 

What are your concerns about an 
extension of Woodlands Parkway?

What concerns do you have should the 
bond be approved?

What concerns do you have should be 
bond not be approved?

How will the projects in this proposal help 
traffic in Montgomery County?

Why is the Texas Patriots PAC opposing 
this proposal?

One argument against the Woodlands 
Parkway extension is that it should be built 
by developers. What is your response to 
that argument?  

How will this project improve mobility in 
Montgomery County? 

What concerns do you have should the 
bond be approved?

What concerns do you have if the bond is 
not approved?

Why should voters support this bond?  

What would need to happen in order for 
the Texas Patriots PAC to support the 
proposal?

Charlie Riley has proposed $80 million worth 
of mobility improvements in the $350 million 
Montgomery County road bond. Among those 
is $20 million to extend a portion of Woodlands 
Parkway that is located in Precinct 2 from  
FM 2978 to Hwy. 249.

Texas Patriots is a political action committee 
based in The Woodlands aligned with the Tea 
Party. The Texas Patriots PAC publicly supports 
and endorses candidates and ballot measures. 
The organization has announced that it does 
not support the Montgomery County road bond 
proposal.

COMMISSIONER, MONTGOMERY COUNTY PRECINCT 2  
CHARLIE.RILEY@MCTX.ORG

PRESIDENT, TEXAS PATRIOTS PAC 
JULIE@TEXASPATRIOTSPAC.COM

CHARLIE RILEY JULIE TURNER
James Noack has stated in previous interviews 
with Community Impact Newspaper that he is 
concerned the opposition shown by residents of 
The Woodlands to the bond proposal could lead to 
the bond failing. He was contacted several times 
by Community Impact Newspaper for this Q&A but 
did not respond.

COMMISSIONER,MONTGOMERY COUNTY PRECINCT 3 
COMMISSIONERNOACK@PRECINCT3.ORG

JAMES NOACK
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OAK RIDGE NORTH CITY COUNCIL ELECTION 

Sipp is an administrative 
assistant at Irons Junior High 
School. She has lived in Oak 
Ridge North for 43 years and 
has three sons, all of whom 
have attended Oak Ridge North 
High School. Sipp is involved 
with the local swim team, 
the Oak Ridge Otters, and is 
a member of several district 
organizations.

BELINDA SIPP

PLACE 2 PLACE 4

Clint McClaren is the Position 2 
incumbent. He is an accountant 
for Sterling Construction 
Company in The Woodlands 
and has previously worked for 
the Harris County Auditor’s 
Office. McClaren is also active 
in politics in Montgomery 
County and is sergeant-at-
arms of the Republican Party 
of Montgomery County. He has 
lived in Oak Ridge North for 15 
years. 

CLINT MCCLAREN (INCUMBENT)

Bernhoft is the vice president 
of vendor management with 
Woodforest National Bank. 
He has lived in Oak Ridge 
North for 29 years and has 
been involved with the city 
through the Planning and 
Zoning Commission, the 
Economic Development Corp. 
and the Long Range Planning 
Committee. Bernhoft has also 
been involved with the Oak 
Ridge Otters swim team.

BRUCE BERNHOFT
Richard Barlow is the director 
of cardiology at Apollo Hospital 
in Shenandoah. He has lived in 
Oak Ridge North for 22 years, 
and he and his wife have three 
children. 

RICHARD BARLOW

Members of my family were farmers and ranchers and 
very involved in the community. They influenced me 
greatly in serving the community and being involved. I 
decided four years ago that I wanted to become a part 
of this community, and I still have some things I’d like to 
see done and completed if re-elected.

I’ve seen the opportunities that face the city and the 
challenges. I wanted to run to make sure we take 
advantage of our location and opportunities we have.

I felt that our elected officials forget we have a 
represented democracy, and we’re supposed to 
represent the constituents’ desires. I have more time on 
my hands now, and it’s time I do my part.

One of my good friends was on the City Council and my 
husband is on the Long Range Planning Committee. 
I’ve always had comments on things they talk about, so 
that’s what made me do it.

Why did you decide to run for City Council?

I bring experience from being involved with government 
accounting, and I’ve also been on the city audit 
committee. This has allowed me to help other 
councilmen who aren’t familiar with accounting. 

I’m qualified because of my experience working with 
the city and being on several different committees. I’ve 
been actively involved since I’ve lived here.

I’m incorruptible. I have honor and integrity in my 
business dealings and in life. I think these are good 
qualifications to serve other people.

I’m open to bringing new ideas to the council and doing 
whatever needs to be done for the city.

Why do you believe you are qualified to serve on City Council?

I’d like to see the city engineering study complete by 
this summer and around the time of the [Montgomery 
County Road] bond. It would be better to start planning 
how we will be affected by construction, and public 
works will have to moved.

Right now the mobility and traffic is an issue, especially 
through Robinson Road. But with the bond getting done 
and the engineering plan probably done later, this will 
alleviate traffic jams in peak hours of the day. This will 
also allow residents on the road to sell properties and 
allow the city to rezone them as commercial so the value 
can be the best it can be.

I would like more businesses and private industries 
to develop and to see more economic development. 
This would help lower residents’ taxes and help with 
ordinances. 

It’s hard to pinpoint one since there are a lot of 
opportunities there, but I would say that the biggest 
threat to everyone’s comfortable lifestyle is crime and 
violence from exposure to the interstate. To solve it I 
would propose a stronger police force and visibility. 

I think representing the public constituency is the No. 1 
most important thing. I hate politics. I think politicians 
forget about represented democracy. Our job is to 
represent the constituents’ wants and not our own.

The biggest issue is the increasing amount of traffic 
going through the neighborhoods. I believe they have 
plans for fixing that by the widening of Robinson 
Road. I’d also like to see the ditch section of the 
neighborhoods turn into curb/gutter sections. It would 
give the city a more pleasing aesthetic look.

I’d like new amenities brought in for new and younger 
families who are moving into the area and also updating 
our current amenities. 

I think keeping up with the progress of Planning and 
Zoning is the most important thing. They have a lot of 
different avenues with improving the city, making roads 
and getting more retail businesses out there. This would 
make our city more profitable and would improve all of 
our amenities. 

What would you contribute to the city of Oak Ridge North?

What do you think is the most important issue facing the city, and how would you propose to solve it?
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www.chjwealthmanagement.com

Stop in for a visit and let us get you on the right path!

• Independent Investment Management designed 
to protect and grow your wealth

• Located in The Woodlands
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FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, impactnews.com/wdl

Montgomery County establishes early 
voting location for Rayford Road corridor

By Julie Butterfield
Conroe ISD has taken advantage of 

a lower interest rate and lowered the 
amount it owes on bonds by more than 
$18 million.

The school district refinanced more 
than $100 million worth of bonds 
that are payable over a 20-year period. 
The bond payments will be due in the 
original timeframe, but the cost of the 
primary interest has dropped.

“Basically, what we did was what would 
be the equivalent to refinancing your 
mortgage,” CISD Chief Financial Officer 
Dan Cox said. “We refinanced approxi-
mately $119 million worth of bonds.”

The new effective interest rate is 3.408 

percent. The previous rate was 5.267 per-
cent, a difference of 1.859 percent.

Board President John Husbands said 
the bond refinancing affects CISD in 
several ways, including saving $930,000 
per year for the life of the bonds.

“The $930,000 can be spent on the 
enrichment of children instead of inter-
est,” he said.

 Husbands said the refinancing does 
not extend the lifetime of the bonds and 
that it is an interest rate savings only.

“The money will go toward our overall 
operating expenses, which will allow us 
to provide the learning environments and 
resources our students need to succeed,” 
Superintendent Don Stockton said.

Conroe ISD refinances bond payment

By Abigail Loop
Rayford Road will have a new early 

voting location for the upcoming May 
9 election following approval by the 
Montgomery County Commissioners 
Court on March 24.

Paul Cote, president of the Rayford 
Road Civic Association, said that after 
communicating the needs of the area to 
county election officials, an early voting 
location was discussed and approved.

“[County Judge Craig Doyal] assured 
us it would happen this election, and 
personally, I think many people will 
be excited for the opportunity to vote,” 
Cote said. “I don’t recall any other times 
of having an early voting location in the 
past 20 years east of [I-45].”

The location that was approved by the 
court is Generations Church at 405 Ray-
ford Road. Early voting will take place 
from April 27 to May 5. The Montgom-
ery County road bond election is May 9, 
and residents must be registered to vote 
by April 9. 

Cote said it was important for resi-
dents of the Rayford Road corridor area 

to use the new early voting location for 
the upcoming road bond election to help 
establish a permanent voting location in 
the future.

“This will result in a significant 
change in activity toward voting and 
will promote better access,” he said. 
“Based on the amount of traffic in the 
area, it’s important for people to have 
access to polling locations. This will 
allow for that.”

The next RRCA meeting is April 9 
and is open to any resident who would 
like more information on up the upcom-
ing road bond election, according to 
RRCA officials. 
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Conroe ISD has refinanced payments on its bond debt that it says will save the district $18 million.
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25420 Kuykendahl Road Suite D-1000, � e Woodlands, TX 77375
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Well Woman 
Exams

Affiliated Mortgage Company
Home Loan Division of Benchmark Bank

9595 Six Pines Dr., Suite 6290

The Woodlands, Texas 77380

Office: 281-465-7424
Toll Free: 888-335-1909

 kelly@kellytx.com
www.kellytx.com
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Kelly Malatesta 
Senior Mortgage Advisor

AREAS OF EXPERTISE:
Purchase & Refinance

• Conventional
• Fixed - ARMS
• Jumbo
• FHA
• VA

One Time Close
• Construction
• Renovation

A s  h e a r d  o n  K S E V  7 0 0  a m  w i t h  S t e v e  D r a k e !

   New 3 & 4 Bedroom Homes

   $10,000 Worth of Upgrades

   Appliances Included

   Detached Garages

   Gated Entrance

   Swimming Pool

F E A T U R E S  I N C L U D E
Enjoy your new lakeside home today!
LGI Homes at Lake Breeze rewards 
homeowners with an amenity rich
community and affordable new homes. 

www.LGIHomes.com/LakeBreeze
(866) 341-9849 EXT 1181

Don’t wait, call now for an appointment!   Open 7 days a week - 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

*P&I. Price $163,900 at 4.25% Fixed, 30 Year Term, OAC. Prices and rates are subject to change without notice. Home pictured may not be available at the lowest advertised price.

Own a New
Home for /mo.

$799 *
NO DOWN PAYMENT REQUIRED!

COTTAGE
STYLE

LAKESIDE
HOMES!
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By Julie Butterfield
The Shenandoah Police Department 

initiated a program in which online 
buyers and sellers are able to conduct 
item exchanges at the Shenandoah City 
Hall lobby at 29955 I-45 North. 

The service, which falls under 
Shenandoah’s Safe Transaction Area 
program, is for Shenandoah residents 
who prefer a neutral location to meet 
after an online purchase.

“We feel it’s important in this age of 
online scams or potential fraud—or 
even worse—violent crime, that our 
residents and merchants be provided 
a safe area to conduct 
transactions that have 
occurred online with 
strangers that they have 
never before met in 
person,” Assistant Police 
Chief Bryan Carlisle said.

Carlisle said no 
residents have yet taken 
advantage of the service, 
but he expects residents 
to begin using it after 
receiving feedback from 
recent Facebook and 
Twitter posts by the city 

announcing the program.
The service is provided to assist with 

resident safety.
“The officers are not going to be 

checking the validity of the sale or 
offering advice,” Carlisle said. “We’re 
not there to check if an item is stolen 
or not. We’re only there for physical 
safety.”

Carlisle added that the Police 
Department would not engage in facili-
tating the sale of firearms.

Residents can call 281-367-8952 to 
arrange for the free service. Service 
hours are from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-Fri.

Shenandoah offers safe meet-up location

              READER FEEDBACK
In response to Montgomery County proposes 
$350 million road bond (Posted March 11, 
2015)

“The extension of Woodlands Parkway to 
Hwy. 249 will remain in the $350 million 
Montgomery County road bond proposal. 

I urge voters to vote no on May 9 against this road 
bond. I have spoken with a lot of voters from The 
Woodlands, and there is strong opposition to the 
extension of Woodlands Parkway, which may as a 
result cause the entire road bond to be voted down. 
If the Montgomery County commissioners would 
have made the $22 million for the Woodlands Park-
way extension project a separate bond, this would 
have given voters the option to vote against the 
proposal without jeopardizing an entire road bond 
that is needed for our county.”

—Ryan Elkins

“Glad to see that all you care about is the 
west side of I-45 once again. I am sorry to 
say but The Woodlands’ time as the only 

show in south County [is] over. For years you have 
[looked at the] east side of I-45 as your stepsister. 
Well, the 1970s and 1980s and the 1990s are long 
gone. Sorry, but there is a new kid in town, and it 
is on the east side of I-45! Is everyone in The Wood-
lands blind to that fact? Last I checked the east is 
where all the growth is right now. Not on the west 
side of I-45. The days of the Woodlands controlling 
everything [needed] in south County needs to stop. 
The Woodlands is the cause of the traffic nightmare 
[we] have right now. As you walk around thumping 
your chest telling everyone to vote ‘no.’ It was The 
Woodlands that stopped the 2011 bond election 
last time. So while you sit in traffic on Woodlands 
Parkway today just remember you are the cause of 
this problem that we all have now. It should never 
be about one group versus another, but that is the 
way it is headed. This bond needs to be passed.”

—James Tiberius

Mobile-friendly, online-exclusive news
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook
impactnews.com/wdl-facebook

Follow us on Twitter
@impactnews_wdl

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at
impactnews.com/e-newsletter

TOP 5 WEB STORIES
Most-read Web stories from  
3/12/2015-3/30/2015

1  The Woodlands area sees surge of new 
restaurant openings

2  Montgomery County proposes  
$350 million road bond

3  Hwy. 242 to be complete in March, 
toll funds to aid in future local mobility 
projects

4  Howard Hughes Corporation announces 
details for new Conroe-area community

5  Highway mobility concerns addressed 
through transportation network plans
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Shenandoah officials established a safe meet-up location at 
City Hall for those conducting online transactions.
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Woodlands. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

11 Crime watch training
The event provides attendees with 

information on how to help prevent crime in 
their neighborhoods. Dogs are welcome to 
attend the event as well. The Natural Pawz 
truck is on-site to give treats to dogs. The 
event also includes a food and blanket drive 
benefiting the Montgomery County Animal 
Shelter. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Free. Shadowbend 
Park, 4995 Lake Woodlands Drive, The 
Woodlands. 281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

12 Lake Woodlands cleanup
Residents of The Woodlands are 

invited to help keep Lake Woodlands trash-
free by collecting trash while kayaking. 
Kayaks and trash bags are available from 
Riva Row Boat House. Attendees who return 
a full bag of trash will receive a free one-hour 
kayak rental. Registration is required at least 
48 hours before the event. 9 a.m.-6 p.m. $15 
(solo kayak), $20 (tandem kayak). Riva Row 
Boat House, 2101 Riva Row, The Woodlands. 
281-210-3965.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

12 Lake Woodlands excursion
Attendees receive a guided 1.5-hour 

tour of Lake Woodlands. Highlights of the 
tour include natural features, birds, homes, 
and architecture. Registration is required at 
least 48 hours before the workshop. 10-11:30 
a.m. $40 (solo kayak), $55 (tandem kayak). 
Riva Row Boat House, 2101 Riva Row, The 
Woodlands. 281-210-3965.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

12 19 and 26 
Concert in the Park series

The Woodlands Township Parks & Recreation 
Department sponsors the Concert in the Park 
series, recurring on Sundays throughout the 
spring. Subdivided, Vocal Trash and Dillon 
Havin and Company perform April 12, 19 
and 26, respectively. 5:30–7:30 p.m. Free. 
Northshore Park, 2505 Lake Woodlands 
Drive, The Woodlands.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

14 Mad Science of Houston
The event gives children the 

opportunity to conduct science experiments 
in a supervised environment. The workshop 
is open to children ages 7 and younger. 11 
a.m. Free with admission to the museum. 
The Woodlands Children’s Museum, 4775 

through 19 
Montgomery County Fair
The event provides a platform for children 

to show off their livestock projects in a public setting. 
Children compete in categories, such as handicrafts, 
homemaking and photography. The event also 
includes live music, educational exhibits, a rodeo and 
a carnival. Since the fair began in 1993, more than 
$1.5 million in scholarships have been awarded to 
students, according to MCFA officials. $10 (adults 
presale), $12 (adults at gate), $5 (child). County 
Fairground, 9201 Airport Road, Conroe.  
936-760-3631. www.mcfa.org
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April

09 Kayaking 101
Residents of The Woodlands learn 

the basics of kayaking at this workshop, 
which is led by an American Canoe 
Association-certified instructor. Registration 
is required at least 48 hours before the 
workshop. 5-6 p.m. $40 per person. Riva 
Row Boat House, 2101 Riva Row, The 
Woodlands. 281-210-3965.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

10 Chuckwagon lunch
The event celebrates the opening 

of the Montgomery County Fair. Attendees 
enjoy brisket sliders, sides, cobbler, tea and 
coffee at the lunch event, which is hosted 
by Frost Bank. 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Free. 
The Woodlands Financial Center, 10767 
Kuykendahl Road, The Woodlands. 
210-410-9898 

10 Teen Takeover
Teenagers are invited to visit the 

YMCA for a night of activities featuring 
basketball, soccer, group games and more. A 
social mixer is held between activities. 7-11 
p.m. Free. South Montgomery County Family 
YMCA at Creekside, 6464 Creekside Forest 
Drive, The Woodlands. 832-698-1283.  
www.ymcahouston.org

10 through 12  
The Woodlands Waterway 

Arts Festival
Attendees can purchase art from local, 
national and international artists, sample 
food and enjoy live music on four stages. 
The festival also features interactive 
exhibits sponsored by The Woodlands 
Children’s Museum, The Woodlands Art 
League and other organizations. Children 
and adults are invited to drum, create 
their own souvenirs and participate in 
other art activities. 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (April 
10), 10 a.m.-6 p.m. (April 11), 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. (April 12). Free (children age 12 and 
under), $10 (April 10 only), $12 (adults), 
$15 (weekend pass). The Waterway, 2099 
Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands. 
281-745-7126 
www.woodlandsartsfestival.com

11 and 12  
Camp Ter-Ra-Mont

Attendees enjoy camping crafts, games 
and outdoor activities without having to 
leave The Woodlands. Dinner, breakfast and 
snacks are provided. Sleeping bags and 
tents are available for purchase. Noon (April 
11), 9 a.m. (April 12). $125 (family of four, 
residents of The Woodlands), $135 (up to 
four nonresidents), $30 per additional person. 
Terramont Park, 8500 Terramont Drive, The 
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Worth the TRIP

Compiled by Brett Thorne

W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 280, The 
Woodlands. 281-465-0955.  
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org 

15 Networking breakfast
Business owners and entrepreneurs 

enjoy an opportunity to meet others involved 
in The Woodlands business community. 
Attendees can give a 1-minute “commercial” 
for their business, and door prizes are 
awarded. 7 a.m. $10 (chamber members), 
$15 (nonmembers). Fleming’s Prime 
Steakhouse, 1201 Woodlands Drive, The 
Woodlands. 281-367-5777.  
www.woodlandschamber.org 

17 Gorilla Hole
Children in fifth and sixth grades are 

invited to a night of dodgeball, basketball and 
other activities. The event is staffed to ensure 
children’s safety, and the theme is “Pajama 
Fiesta,” so children may come dressed 
in pajamas. Children can purchase pizza, 
candy and soda. 7–9:45 p.m. $7 per child. 
The Woodlands Township Recreation Center, 
5310 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands. 
281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

23 Women’s Scholarship 
Fundraiser

The Montgomery County Association 
of Business Women hosts a fundraiser 
that raises money for a scholarship fund 
benefiting girls graduating from Montgomery 
County high schools. The event’s entry 
fee buys one dice roll, which could end up 
winning one attendee a new car. Extra dice 
rolls are available for purchase at the door 
for $20 each or six for $100. Diva Boutique 
also presents a fashion show at the event. 
6:30-9:30 p.m. $50. Volkswagen of The 
Woodlands, 16785 I-45 S., The Woodlands. 
713-256-8002  

25 Open day swim
Those planning to compete in 

a triathlon or just looking for exercise on 
the open water are invited to this session. 
Instruction is not provided, but Red Cross-
certified lifeguards supervise as swimmers 
practice their form and technique. Members 
of The Woodlands Fire Department also 
patrol the waters in a boat. The event is 
open to swimmers ages 13 and older. 7-11 
a.m. $15 (short course, pre-registration), $20 
(short course, walk-up registration), $25 (long 
course, pre-registration), $30 (long course, 
walk-up registration), $35 (both courses,pre-
registration) and $40 (both courses, walk-up 

SAVE
BIG
IN SPRING

Stop by our office 
for a free auto quote 
and see how much 

you could save.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are 
not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a 
registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance 
Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. 
Subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2014. © 2014 GEICO

713-224-3426 
1403 Spring Cypress Road

Spring, TX  
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‘Betting on Courage’ Casino Night, 
Dinner and Fundraiser
The night includes dinner, live music 

by The Chinatown Band and dancing. Proceeds 
from the event benefit the Children’s Safe 
Harbor, which provides aid to children who have 
experienced sexual or extreme physical abuse. 
6-11 p.m. $150 per person. The Woodlands 
Waterway Marriott Hotel & Convention Center, 
1601 Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands. 936-
756-4644, ext 235. www.childrenssafeharbor.org
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FEATURED Event
Find more or submit The Woodlands  
events at impactnews.com/wdl-calendar. 
To have The Woodlands events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the fourth 
Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Sponsored by

registration). Northshore Park, 2505 Lake 
Woodlands Drive, The Woodlands. 281-210-
3800. www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

25 Introduction to Stand-up 
Paddleboarding

Attendees learn the basics of stand-up 
paddleboarding during the class, which is 
led by a standup paddleboard instructor 
who has 20 years experience in the sport. 
Registration is required at least 48 hours 
before the workshop. 10-11:15 a.m. $30 
(resident), $35 (nonresident). Riva Row Boat 
House, 2101 Riva Row, The Woodlands.  
281-210-3965.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

30 Celebrating American 
Exceptionalism

Real estate mogul Donald Trump and 
Gallery Furniture owner Jim “Mattress 
Mack” McIngvale headline this event, which 
celebrates America. The event includes 
apple pie, coffee, tea and a live auction. 
It is organized by the Texas Patriots PAC, 
a political action committee dedicated 
to informing citizens about politics and 
promoting candidates with conservative 
ideals. 7 p.m. Cost: TBD. Lone Star 
Convention Center, 9055 Airport Road, 
Conroe. 713-400-1272.  
www.texaspatriotspac.com

30 Visitors Day luncheon
Business Network International is a 

networking organization that helps business 
owners and entrepreneurs generate referrals. 
BNI representatives expect the visitor’s 

lunch to attract 100 people, so attendees 
are encouraged to bring business cards. 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. $15. Crescent Moon Wine Bar 
& Restaurant, 440 Rayford Road, Spring. 
832-499-0608

May 

02 Tamina Spring Festival
The festival offers carnival games, 

rides, family entertainment, live music and 
food. The Wonders of The Woodlands 
Science Camp brings a variety of animals 
for children to touch and hold, including 
bunnies, snakes and salamanders. Tickets 
can be purchased for individual games 
and rides. Proceeds offset the cost of 
providing food, activities and educational 
programming for area youth through the 
Tamina Community Center. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Free (admission). 19500 Main St., Conroe. 
281-465-4646. www.taminacenter.org

02 CB&I Tri-The Woodlands 
Triathlon

Competitors run, cycle and swim against 
more than 1,300 fellow athletes in this 
annual triathlon. Athletes run a 5K, swim 
500 meters in open water and bike 15 

miles through The Woodlands. Those not 
competing are invited to cheer on athletes. 
The event ends with a party featuring live 
music, food, drinks and door prizes. 7-11 
a.m. Athlete registrations are sold out. 
Northshore Park, 2505 Lake Woodlands 
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-210-3900

08 Kids Night Out
The Woodlands Township 

Recreation Center hosts an activity night for 
children ages 4-10 that includes games, arts 
and crafts, dinner and other activities. The 
event’s theme is “Cinco de Mayo Fiesta.” 
6-10 p.m. $30 (resident), $35 (nonresident). 
A $10 discount is available for siblings. The 
Woodlands Township Recreation Center, 
5310 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands. 
281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov
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Easy, Fast & Convenient online ordering

See full list of restaurants online

Now 
recruiting 

drivers

281-712-1617 • DineOnDemand.com

Delivering Woodlands best restaurants to 

your home, office, or hotel!

Get the app now and hot food delivered to your door is just a few clicks away!

JUNE 1 - 7, 2015 • THE WOODLANDS, TX

Drawing culinary masters and 
wine experts from around the 

world, Wine & Food Week 
uncorks scores of events 

featuring more than 500 wines, 
50 restaurants, legendary wine 

producers and culinary 
personalities. From wine expert 
to wine novice, there's a wine 
waiting for you to discover at 

Wine & Food Week!

www.wineandfoodweek.com

For a full event line-up and details, 
visit us online or call 713-557-5732

The marketing leadership conference is the 
resource for leaders to make their mark in 2015. 

Through practical talks from local industry luminaries you’ll 
learn what top marketers are thinking about and how they lead 
their organizations in today’s complex environment. Attendees 
will interact with top local executives and marketers. It will be 

the place to make critical marketing connections.

Topics will include digital advertising, internal 
communications, hr management in a creative world, 

trends for 2015 And much, much more.

Don’t miss this event!

The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel & Convention 
1601 Lake Robbins Dr, The Woodlands, TX 77380

The marketing leadership conference is the place to see your peers 
in The Woodlands, it is also the place to be seen. This is the first 

ever marketing leadership only conference in The Woodlands. 

marketingleadershipconference.com

April Crane
Director of 

Communications for 
Talisman USA 

Jenny Taylor
Director of Marketing 

for Market Street 
TheWoodlands

Kris Kaskel-Ruiz 
Associate Vice 
President of 

Marketing for Sam 
Houston State 

University

Featured Speakers:
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The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

2005 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands, 281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

April 
 11  Bryan Adams, 8 p.m.
 18  Buzzfest 33, with Godsmack,  
   Hollywood Undead, Everclear and  
   more, 1 p.m.
 24  Tony Bennett and Lady Gaga,  
   8 p.m.
 25  Chris Tomlin, 7 p.m.

May
 01  Elton John, 8 p.m.
 02  ZZ Top and Jeff Beck, 7 p.m.
 07  Lana Del Rey with Courtney Love,  
   7:30 p.m.
 16  Dave Matthews Band, 8 p.m.
 28  Jimmy Buffett and the Coral Reefer  
   Band, 8 p.m.
 30  Train with The Fray and Matt  
   Nathanson, 7 p.m.

July 
 18  Steely Dan, Elvis Costello and the  
   Imposters, 7 p.m.
 31  Idina Menzel, 8 p.m.

August
 08  5 Seconds of Summer, 7:30 p.m.
 22  Def Leppard, Styx, Tesla, 8 p.m.

September 
 04  Slipknot with Lamb of God, Bullet  
   for My Valentine and Motionless in  
   White, 6:30 p.m.

Big Texas Saloon

19959 Holzwarth Road, Spring  
281-353-8898
www.bigtexassaloon.com  

April 
 10  Aaron Watson, 10 p.m.
 17  JB and the Moonshine Band,  
   10 p.m.

Dosey Doe Music Café

463 FM 1488, Conroe   
936-271-2171, www.doseydoe.com

April 
 09  After the Well, 8:30 p.m.
 10  Susan Gibson, Joe Teichman,  
   7:30 p.m. 
 11  Buffalo Ruckus & the Wicks, 8 p.m.
 13  Nashville Songwriters Association,  
   7:30 p.m.
 14  Open mic, 7 p.m.
 15  Zach Nytomt, 8 p.m.
 16  Quebe Sisters, 8:30 p.m.
 17  Ewan Dobson, 8:30 p.m.
 18  Prophets & Outlaws, 8:30 p.m.
 19  The Filling Station, Kyle Hutton and  
   Hailey Cole, 6 p.m.
 21  Open mic, 7 p.m.
 22  Texas Christian Music Association  
   featuring Bonnie Bishop, 6 p.m.
 23  Dana Cooper, 8:30 p.m.
 24  Bob Schneider, 8:30 p.m.

LIVE MUSIC CALENDAR
Live music in and around The Woodlands Compiled by Brett Thorne

 25  Cyrus James, 8:30 p.m. 
 28  Open mic, 7 p.m.

May 
 01  Lil’ Ed & the Blue Imperials,  
   8:30 p.m.
 02  Wishbone Ash, 8:30 p.m.
 03  RLRM Select Showcase, 6 p.m.
 05  Scott Brown & Friends First     
  Tuesday, 8 p.m.
 06  Claude Burbon, 8 p.m.
 07  Walt Whitman Birthday Celebration  
   and Poetry Reading, 7 p.m.
 08  Samantha Fish, 8:30 p.m.
 09  Milk Drive, 8:30 p.m.
 13  Peter Bradley Adams, Danika  
   Holmes, 8 p.m.

Main Street Crossing

111 W. Main St. , Tomball
281-290-0431
www.mainstreetcrossing.com  

April 
 09  Brandon Rhyder, 8 p.m.
 10  Doug Stone, Tony Ramey, 8 p.m.
 13  Stoney LaRue, 7 p.m.

 16  Songtelling, 8 p.m.
 18  Main Street Crossing Young Artists  
   Show, 8 p.m.
 21  The Black Lillies, 8 p.m.
 22  Mike and the Moonpies, 8 p.m.
 23  Brian Pounds, Julianna Banks,  
   7 p.m.
 25  Cool Freddie E & the Crew, Alisha  
   Pace, 7 p.m.
 29  The Chubby Knuckle Choir, 8 p.m.
 30  Summer Ashly, Amy Goloby,  
   Morgan Wilson, 7 p.m.

May
 01  Lisa Morales, 8 p.m.
 04  Shooter Jennings, 8 p.m.

 08  Billy Joe Shaver, 8 p.m.
 13  Cody Cannon, 8 p.m.

 03  Quebe Sisters, 8:30 p.m.Dosey Doe Big Barn 

25911 I-45 N., The Woodlands 
281-367-3774, www.doseydoe.com

April
 09  Marshall Tucker Band, 8:30 p.m.
 10  Folk Family Revival, 8:30 p.m.
 11  Joe Burlison’s Uptown Jazz,  
   8:30 p.m.
 11 Joe Burlison Trio, 8 a.m.
 12 Joe Burlison Trio, 8 a.m.
 12  Mercury, 7 p.m.
 16  Band of Heathens, 8:30 p.m.
 17  Ricky Skaggs and Kentucky  
   Thunder, 8:30 p.m.
 18  Sam Bush, 8:30 p.m.
 18  Tony Baldwin, 8 a.m.
 19  Tony Baldwin, 8 a.m.
 19  Jake Shimabukuro, 7:30 p.m.
 22  Kyle Park, 8 p.m.
 23  Jimmie Vaughan and the Tilt-A-Whirl  
   Band, featuring Lou Ann Barton,  
   8:30 p.m.
 24  Bellamy Brothers, 8:30 p.m.
 25  Vince Vance and the Valiants,  
   8:30 p.m.
 25  Joe Burlison Trio, 8 a.m.
 26  Joe Burlison Trio, 8 a.m.

May 
 01  Deryl Dodd, 8:30 p.m.
 02  Riders in the Sky, 8:30 p.m.
 02  Tony Baldwin, 8 a.m.
 03  Tony Baldwin, 8 a.m.
 07  Lindi Ortega, 8:30 p.m.
 08  Max Stalling, 8:30 p.m.

Crighton Theater

234 N. Main St., Conroe
936-441-7469
www.crightontheater.org

May 
 09  Joe Ely, Ruthie Foster and Paul  
   Thorn Song Swap, 8 p.m.

Monte Montgomery
Monte Montgomery has been 
named on the “Top 50 All-Time 

Greatest Guitar Players” by Guitar Player 
Magazine. Montgomery’s music has been 
featured on the television concert series 
show “Austin City Limits,” and he has 
performed at venues throughout the world. 
Marcus Eldridge opens the show. 8 p.m. $35 
(regular table seating), $40 (premium table 
seating). Main Street Crossing, 111 W. Main 
St., Tomball. 281-290-0431.  
www.mainstreetcrossing.com
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FEATURED EVENT

www.woodlandscenter.org

Community IMPACT  1/4 page 2.375 x 12.25” 
jdollar@judestudios.com

Tickets can be purchased at 
The Pavilion Box Office, all Ticketmaster 

outlets, by calling 800-745-3000 or 
online at www.ticketmaster.com.

Wednesday
APRIL 22
Peking Acrobats 
Houston Symphony
Robert Franz, conductor
8 p.m. / Doors: 6:30 p.m.
$20 orchestra seating
FREE mezzanine and lawn 
seating courtesy of Anadarko 
Petroleum Corporation

Hats Off to
Reading 
in the House 
of Blues Tent
6 - 7:30 p.m. / VIP Doors: 6 p.m.
FREE event

APRIL

22
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LIVEBONTERRA.COM

HOMES FROM THE MID $200S - MID $400S

Join us for our upcoming event:

Saturday, May 2nd
4pm to 7pm

Kentucky Derby 
Party on the Patio!

Wear your best hat.
We’ll provide the hors d’oeuvres, 

wine and mint juleps.

<<<<<

I am

Tour 9 Model Homes

RSVP by Apr. 30th to: our Internet Home Consultant, 
at 281.780.4652 or HoustonOnline@TaylorMorrison.com

I AM > 59

carefree

AN INSPIRED LIVING
EXPERIENCE FROM

Offer void where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. All information (including, but not limited to prices, availability, incentives, floor plans, site
plans, features, standards and options, assessments and fees, planned amenities, programs, conceptual artists’ renderings and community develop-
ment plans) is not guaranteed and remains subject to change or delay without notice. Maps and plans are not to scale and all dimensions are approxi-
mate. Photos and descriptions of any planned improvements, features or amenities are not an actual representation and are for illustration purposes
only that remain subject to change. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. At
least one resident of household must be 55 or better, and additional restrictions apply. Some residents may be younger than 55 and no one under 
19 in permanent residency. Please see a Taylor Morrison Sales Associate for details and visit www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. 
© Mar. 2015, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

With gorgeous rolling hills, inspiring
amenities and activities designed for
intrepid men and women 55 and greater,
Bonterra is the perfect home for those
who live life to the fullest. Make your
move to Bonterra at Woodforest.

Get ready to do business the way 
it used to be done—only better.

OPENING SOON
(and worth the wait)

WE’RE COMING TO U

1900 Research Forest Drive
The Woodlands, TX 77381
 
communitybankoftx.com

NMLS #423137

LSC-CyFair 
Saturday, April 18 • 11am - 1:30pm

LSC-Kingwood 
Saturday, April 18 • 10am - 1pm

LSC-Montgomery 
Tuesday, April 14 • 4:30 - 7pm

LSC-CyFair • LSC-Kingwood • LSC-Montgomery • LSC-North Harris • LSC-Tomball • LSC-University Park
With 6 state-of-the-art campuses located across the Houston region, we have an open door near you.

02.12.15.01

LSC-North Harris 
Tuesday, April 14 • 4 - 7pm

LSC-Tomball 
Thursday, April 16 • 4 - 7pm

LSC-University Park 
Thursday, April 16 • 4 - 7pm

Open House
You are invited!

95,000 students choose LSC. Come find out why! 

LoneStar.edu/OpenHouse

April 14-18, 2015

02.12.15.01 CommunityImpactOpenHouse_HfPg_PrintAd_r3.indd   1 3/3/15   8:41 AM
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Chi Japanese Cuisine
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Bloody Sake
Chi Japanese Cuisine

Badam Shake-
Mango Lassi
Hyderabad House

C hi Japanese Cuisine Manager 
Tommy Hung is inventive with 
drinks. He created a bloody sake, 

a Japanese take on the traditional bloody 
mary that is made with jalapeno sake 
instead of the vodka found in a conven-
tional bloody mary. The drink is also made 
with bloody mary mix and lemon juice. 

“Every restaurant has a bloody mary,” 
Hung said. “Japanese restaurants have 
sake, so to make it different from other res-
taurants, we spent the time to make bloody 
sake. We created something special.”

The drink is offered Sundays during 
an all-day happy hour at Chi, for $2. It is 
regularly priced at $7. 

Chi offers a varied menu that includes 
grilled oysters, filet mignon and baked 
green mussels. The Japanese cuisine restau-
rant also serves traditional nigiri sushi and 
sashimi, and the bar at Chi carries wine, 
beer, sake and martinis.

Hung’s sake creativity did not stop with 
the bloody sake. He created another favor-
ite at the restaurant, the pineapple sake, 
which is made with fresh pineapple juice. 

“Sake is the best thing,” Hung said. “It is 
easy, smooth and not so strong.” 

T he name of Hyderabad House’s 
popular drink may seem confus-
ing to some. The Badam Shake-

Mango Lassi includes some unfamiliar 
words to those not versed in Indian 
culture. Badam is the Indian word for 
almond, and lassi primarily means 
yogurt, with a blend of spices, fruit 
and water. Hyderabad House’s Badam 
Shake-Mango Lassi is made with mango, 
yogurt, whole milk, almonds and a touch 
of cardamom. 

Store owner Kalyan Dhulipalla said 
the bright orange drink is a customer 
favorite.

“Mango gives you natural flavor,” Dhu-
lipalla said. “It’s good for skin. Everybody 
likes it.” 

The Badam Shake-Mango Lassi is 
available in the restaurant’s refrigerated 
section near the front of the store. Dhu-
lipalla said the restaurant adds its own 
special touch to the traditional drink. 

“We just add a little bit of cream,” he 
said. “A lot of people make it a lot of dif-
ferent ways.”

DRINKS

27100 I-45 N., Oak Ridge North
281-419-1166
www.chijapanesewoodlands.com 
Hours: Mon.-Wed. 11 a.m.-10 p.m., Thu.-Fri. 
11 a.m.-midnight, Sat. 11:30 a.m.-midnight, 
Sun. 11:30 a.m.-10 p.m.

By Julie Butterfield 

By Julie Butterfield 

Chi Manager Tommy Hung’s bloody sake is  
essentially a bloody mary made with sake ($7).

Badam Shake-Mango Lassi is made with  
almonds, yogurt and fruit ($2.99).

Woodlands Pkwy.       Robinson Rd. 

45

Hyderabad House

407 Sawdust Road, The Woodlands
281-203-5020
www.hyderabadhouse.net
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10 p.m., Fri. 11 
a.m.-10:30 p.m., Sat. 9:30 a.m.-10:30 p.m., 
Sun. 9:30 a.m.-10 p.m.

Hyderabad House, which opened in 
November, specializes in authentic Indian 
food. The entrees include a goat curry, 
butter chicken and kadai paneer, which is 
cheese cubes, sauteed onions and toma-
toes in a spicy sauce. 

 

Sawdust Rd. 

45
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1 1252 Tapas Bar hosts happy hour Mon.-Fri. from 4-7 
p.m. Drink specials include $4 red or white sangria, $5 

well drinks and $6 glasses of selected wines. Food specials 
include $4 Pa’amb Con Puerco Marinado, $6 Prawns Pil Pil, 
$6 Spanish grilled cheese and the 1252 Board, which is four 
meats and two cheeses for $12.52

1252 Tapas Bar 
9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 670, The Woodlands 
281-419-1260, www.1252tapasbar.com

2 Amerigo’s Grille offers happy hour specials 
Mon.-Fri. 4-8 p.m. Drink specials include $5 mixed 

drinks, house-selected red and white wine, and domestic 
beers. There is a $7 Bar Bites menu that offers food such 
as shrimp panko and chips and truffle aioli. 

Amerigo’s Grille 
25250 Grogans Park Drive, The Woodlands 
281-362-0808, www.amerigos.com

3 Baker St. Pub and Grill offers happy hour specials 2-9 
p.m. daily and all day Sunday. Drink specials include $3 

domestic draft beer, $3.25 premium domestic pints, $3.75 
select wells, $4 domestic big beers and $4.75 premium 
domestic big beer. 99-cent mimosas are offered from  
11 a.m.-3 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays. Food specials 
include a $3.99 burger that is offered on Mondays.

Baker St. Pub & Grill 
25 Waterway Ave., The Woodlands 
281-362-7431, www.bakerstreetpub.com/the-woodlands/

Compiled by Julie Butterfield and Abigail Loop 
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There are about as many 
happy hour locations to pick 
from as there are restaurants 
in The Woodlands. From 
Spanish tapas to artichoke 
dip, happy hour includes a 
wide variety of food choices, 
too. 

This guide is not 
comprehensive.
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April 18, 2015 — 11 am to 6 pm  FOOD 

LIVE MUSIC 
GAMES

Frank Martin Gilligan 
1pm – 4pm

Crawfish, Corn, Potatoes 
Sausage & Chicken Jambalaya 
Boudin Balls 
Local Beers & Wine

Cornhole / Bags Tournament 
(winning team receives two seats 
in a cooking class of their choice)
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4 Happy hour at Bar Louie is Mon.-Fri. from 4-7 p.m. 
Drink specials offered are $3.25 for 14-ounce beers, 

$5.25 signature martinis and $4.25 glasses of red and white 
wines. Food specials include half off flatbreads, bruschetta, 
spinach artichoke dip and trio dip, which features salsa, 
queso and guacamole.

Bar Louie 
24 Waterway Ave., The Woodlands 
281-719-1900, www.barlouieamerica.com

5 During “Halfy” hour at Crescent Moon Wine Bar on 
Thursdays from 3-8 p.m., all drinks are half off. From 

Mon.-Wed. from 3-7 p.m. happy hour includes $5 well 
drinks, $6 wine by the glass and $1 off all beers. Food 
specials include $9 pulled pork sliders, $8 fried portabella 
mushrooms and $6 tomato mozzarella bruschetta. On 
Wednesdays happy hour includes $10 off on all bottles of 
wine.

Crescent Moon Wine Bar 
440 Rayford Road, Ste. 115A, Spring 
281-364-9463, www.crescentmoonwinebar.com

6 Happy hour at Crush Wine Lounge is Tue.-Fri. from 4-7 
p.m. Drink specials include $5 house wines by the glass, 

$3 domestic beers and $5 specialty cocktails. Everything else 
on the liquor menu is $4 off. Food specials include $5 beef 
and chicken tacos, $6 ceviche, $6 spinach and artichoke dip, 
and $7 flatbread pizza.

Crush Wine Lounge 
200 Waterway Ave., Ste. 200, The Woodlands 
281-362-7874, www.thecrushbar.com

7 Flemings Prime Steakhouse and Wine Bar hosts 
happy hour each day from 5-7 p.m. and 8-10 p.m. 

Specials include five full-size appetizers for $6 each, five 
glasses of wine for $6 each and five cocktails for $6 each. 
Prime burgers are $7 from 5-7 p.m.

Flemings Prime Steakhouse and Wine Bar 
1201 Lake Woodlands Drive, The Woodlands 
281-362-0103, www.flemingssteakhouse.com

8 Goose’s Acre happy hours are Sundays and Mondays 
from open to close, Tue.-Thu. 3-7 p.m. and Fridays and 

Saturdays from 3-6 p.m. Thursday specials include $1 shots, 
$2 domestic draft beers, $3 baby Guinness shots and $4 
Guinness. On Fridays the special is a bucket of beer for $12, 
and on Saturday nights car bombs are $3. On Thursdays 
wings are 50 cents, and other appetizers are half-priced. 
Fridays offer half-price shepherd’s pie.

Goose’s Acre 
21 Waterway Ave., Ste. 140, The Woodlands 
281-466-1502, www.thegoosesacre.com

9 The Hyatt Market Street Bar offers happy hour 
from 4-7 p.m. daily. Drink specials include $4 beer, $5 

canvas label wines and $6 diamond cocktails. Food 
specials include $5 appetizers, such as spinach and kale 
dip, avocado mash and pork tostadas, two appetizers for 
$7 and $10 barbecue chicken flatbread.

Hyatt Market Street Bar 
9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 1100, The Woodlands 
281-203-5005, www.marketstreetthewoodlands.hyatt.com

10 Happy hour at Jasper’s is from 3-7 p.m. daily. Drink 
specials include $5 glasses of wine and $6 martinis. 

Food specials include $5, $6 and $7 appetizers, such as beef 
sliders, queso and empanadas. 

Jasper’s 
9595 Six Pines Drive, The Woodlands 
281-298-6600, www.kentrathbun.com/the-woodlands-jaspers

11 Happy hour at Martinis and More is Mon.-Fri. 5-8 
p.m. The bar offers $2 off all martinis, $3 domestic 

and import beers, $5 glasses of wine and $4 premium 
wells. Martinis and More does not serve food, but nearby 
Pitmaster BBQ will accommodate in-house orders.

Martinis and More 
311 Sawdust Road, Spring 
281-296-8464, www.martinisnmore.com

12 Molly’s Pub offers happy hour specials from 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Mon.-Thu. and from 11 a.m.-9 p.m. Fridays and 

Sundays. Drink specials include $3.75 microbrews, $4.75 
premium beers and $6.50 super premium beers on Thursdays. 
On Mondays and Fridays drink specials includes $2.50 pints, 
$8 pitchers of Miller Lite and Coors Lite, and $3 drafts or 
bottles of Dos Equis. Food specials include an $11 12-ounce 
steak and $8 chicken and pork chops with two sides. 

Molly’s Pub 
24905 I-45 S., Spring 
281-367-1341

13 Happy hour at The Refuge is from 2-6 p.m. Tue.-Sat. 
The specials go by “1,2,3,4,5”– $1 off microbrew beers, 

$2 domestic bottle beers, $3 well drinks (liquor), $4 glasses of 
house wine and $5 appetizers. The appetizer specials include 
flatbread pizzas, bruschetta and artichoke dip.

The Refuge 
24 Waterway Ave., The Woodlands 
713-389-5674, www.refugeinthewoodlands.com

14 Rookie’s Sports Bar’s happy hour is Mon.-Fri. from 2-8 
p.m. and Saturdays and Sundays from 11 a.m.-8 p.m. The 

sports bar offers $2.50 well drinks, $2.50 domestic drafts and 
$2.50 domestic bottles during happy hour. On Taco Tuesdays, 
tacos are $1 each, and on Mondays wings are half off.

Rookie’s Sports Bar 
305 Sawdust Road, Spring 
281-362-9610, www.rookiessports.com
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Get inspired and come explore the one-stop 
shopping destination for everything home! 

On I-45 just North of FM1960

281.645.0182
MainStreetAmerica.com

for Mom
Celebrate with a complimentary mimosa for mothers* 

during our Special Mother’s Day Brunch.

Sunday, May 11th   11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
*With the purchase of an entree. Limited quantities. Must be 21 or older. 

Celebrate with a 
COMPLIMENTARY  

mimosa for mothers* 
 during our Special  

Mother’s Day Brunch.

Reserve Your table 
online at  

opentable.com/ 
main-restaurant

for Mom
Sunday, May 10th     11 a.m. – 5 p.m.

for Mom
Sunday, May 10th     11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
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IMPACT UPDATES

B BQ Godfather has seen an 
increase in demand for its 
“unique fusion barbecue” since 

opening in January 2014.
The food truck is located in Spring 

in the Rayford Road area and offers a 
variety of traditional barbecue items, 
including sandwiches, ribs and brisket 
that have people coming back for more, 
owner Tony Faour said.

“Business increases about every 
week—it’s just been building,” Faour 
said. “Our style of barbecue is unique—it 
has more flavor and more spices. We 
haven’t seen a regress yet.”

Faour said many customers visit BBQ 
Godfather for the brisket and ribs, which 
have a special raspberry glaze sauce. The 
food truck, which offers outdoor seating, 
also offers spicy pulled pork, sausage and 
turkey.

The food truck opened after Faour 
wanted to get more business than he 
was seeing at a gas station where he was A fter the famed Chicago-based 

pizzeria Gino’s East opened 
in December to much fanfare, 

Doug Guller, CEO of ATX Brands, which 
owns the restaurant, said a few kinks 
needed to be worked out during the 
initial months of operation.

“For us, opening was a little bit of a 
struggle for the first couple months,” 
Guller said. “We opened in a very busy 
holiday season. Couple that with not 
really being ready for the amount of 
business we experienced. We didn’t 
expect the fanfare. It was a great problem 
to have.”

Guller said over the past 30 days, 
Gino’s East management has settled in 
and store operations are running well.

“We are working hard to make sure 
operations are running smoother,” he 
said. “Gino’s understands we have made 
some mistakes, but we have worked hard 
to get settled.” 

One of the challenges Guller said the 

BBQ Godfather 
Unique flavors increase customer draw

Gino’s East  
Chicago-based pizzeria hits its stride

Gino’s East

BBQ Godfather

Woodlands Pkwy. 

Sawdust Rd. 

45

Rayford Rd. 

Im
p
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lvd. 

25657 I-45 S., Spring
281-643-7437
www.ginoseast.com
Hours: Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.,  
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-11 p.m.

1810 Rayford Road, Spring
713-828-5960
www.bbq-godfather.com
Hours: Tue.-Sat. 11 a.m.-7 p.m.

BBQ Godfather has seen an increase in business due to the popularity of its unique flavor of barbecue.

Gino’s East opened its first location outside of Chicago in Spring on Dec. 11
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By Abigail Loop

By Brian Walzel

previously selling his barbecue. 
Although there is only one BBQ God-

father truck open right now, Faour said 
he may add more trucks in the future.

“Right now we’re just getting this [food 
truck] going,” he said. “But I don’t have a 
problem expanding in the future. We just 
have to take care of home base first.” 

restaurant faces is acclimating customers 
to the wait time for its traditional and 
popular deep-dish pizza. He said deep- 
dish pizzas are essentially pies, which 
take longer to cook.

“What I can’t change is the 45-minute 
cook time,” he said. “It’s been a little bit 
of an education for people in Texas.”

LSC- University Center  •  3232 College Drive •  The Woodlands, TX 77384 
936-273-7628 • www.ollusa.edu/TheWoodlands

Our Lady of the Lake University gives you scheduling options 
to complete your undergraduate or 

graduate degree on the weekends and reach your career goals.

TAKE YOUR CAREER TO THE NEXT LEVEL
Earn a degree on weekends in The Woodlands
BACHELOR’S • MASTER’S • DOCTORAL

ATTEND ONE OF OUR FREE 
INFORMATION SESSIONS

Saturday, April 25 • Noon
MS-Psychology 
Thursday, April 16 • 7:00

Sign up online at 
www.ollusa.edu/InfoSession
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Woodlands Pkwy. 

Sawdust Rd. 

45

S ince opening in June 2014, Sky-
Zone General Manager Keith 
Snyder said the park has expanded 

its trampoline attractions by adding a 
toddler’s area, which enables younger 
children to be able to jump freely with-
out risk of bumping into older kids. 

“We used to [let toddlers jump] on the 
main course,” Snyder said. “We’ve moved 
them to their own private court, and that 
gives them a full area to jump.” 

The trampoline park also offers Sky-
Slam, a basketball dunking station and 
3-D dodgeball, which includes sidewall 
trampolines where kids can try feats 
such as backflips.

“We always want people jumping to 
their abilities,” Snyder said. 

SkyZone will also start up a SkyRobics 
class in the summer, which is aerobics 
conducted on a trampoline. Attendees 
age 15 and older participate in a 60-min-
ute trampoline workout. 

SkyZone offers open play dates, hosts S ince opening in November, Wood-
lands Unique has offered eclectic 
home furnishings, accessories 

and women’s clothing to residents of The 
Woodlands.  

Owner Don Harkey said the shop has 
continued to see an increase in business 
since it opened, and the clothing bou-
tique inside the store sees many custom-
ers as well.

“We’ve been growing every month so 
far and we can provide almost anything, 
from living and family room furnish-
ings to women’s clothing and wall art,” 
Harkey said. 

Harkey and his wife opened Wood-
lands Clocks and Gifts in 2000 and 
Southern Home Furnishings in 2004. 
Woodlands Unique is a combination of 
the two stores and features an online 
store and physical store location.

Harkey said the goal of the store is to 
provide a unique experience for custom-
ers every time they visit by providing 

SkyZone  
Trampoline park gets kids jumping

Woodlands Unique
Home furnishing store sees growth

Woodlands Unique

SkyZone

Spring Hills Dr. 

45

26211 I-45 S., Spring
832-246-8475
www.woodlandsunique.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 10 
a.m.-4 p.m.

605 Spring Hills Drive, Spring
832-246-5300
www.skyzone.com/thewoodlands
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 12 p.m.-8 p.m., Fri. 12 
p.m.-12 a.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-12 a.m., Sun. 10 
a.m.-9 p.m.

SkyZone opened in Spring in June 2014 and features a variety of trampoline jumping activities.

Woodlands Unique offers a variety of home décor and furnishings as well as women’s clothing.
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By Julie Butterfield

By Abigail Loop

birthday parties, corporate events and 
group outings. On Fridays, the park 
hosts open volleyball from 10 p.m. to 
midnight. Snyder said SkyZone is con-
sidering opening dodgeball leagues. 

“Our community has embraced us 
very well,” Snyder said. “We stay pretty 
busy.”

new products regularly. 
Although there is one location in The 

Woodlands now, Harkey said he hopes 
the company will open more shops in the 
future.

“I’m content right now, but I’m hoping 
we get more,” he said. “So it won’t only 
be a Woodlands Unique, but maybe a 
Dallas Unique as well.”

The Shape Of Behavior
26315 Oak Ridge Dr • The Woodlands, TX 77380

Ph# 832.358.2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

The Shape Of Behavior
26315 Oak Ridge Dr • The Woodlands, TX 7738026315 Oak Ridge Dr • The Woodlands, TX 77380

Autism Services and Behavior Therapy

 Communication 

 Socialization

 Self-Help Skills

 Academics and Behavior Problems Academics and Behavior Problems

Our Board Certifi ed Behavior Analysts (BCBA) develop an 
individualized program for each child. We offer an array of 
services such as in-clinic treatment, social skills training, in-

school shadowing programs, parent trainings, and play groups.

Proudly serving children and 
their families since 2000.

Like us on Facebook to information 
on Free Trainings and Play Groups.

Download Our FREE 
App for Up-To-Date 

Information on Clinics, 
Events, Training, Etc.
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Tammy McRae
Montgomery County tax assessor-collector
By Wendy Cawthon

Filling the role formerly occupied by J.R. Moore Jr., Tammy McRae took office Oct. 
1 as the new tax assessor-collector for Montgomery County.

Last fall Moore announced he was stepping down from the position to enter 
retirement after 28 years in office. The Commissioners Court appointed McRae to 
fulfill the remainder of Moore’s four-year term. McRae said she plans to run for the 
position in the 2016 election. 

McRae previously served as chief deputy for Moore for nearly six years and served 
as the tax assessor in Sabine County for about 15 years. Since taking on her cur-
rent role, McRae said she has focused her energy on improving efficiency within the 
department, making updates to technology infrastructure and helping the county 
continue to grow economically. 

What are some of your day-to-day  
job duties?

We collect property taxes [within] 73 
taxing jurisdictions. We collect for all the 
school districts in the county, the cities, 
special districts, public improvement 
districts, emergency service districts, 
the college district and the hospitals. We 
also register and title every motor vehicle 
for all residents in Montgomery County. 
Those are the primary duties. We also col-
lect the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Com-
mission fees for the county, so for anyone 
[who] sells beer, liquor or wine, we collect 
those licensing fees as well.

What is something about your job 
that people might not know?

Something that this office does that 
other tax assessors may not do is eco-
nomic development. We handle all of the 
tax abatements. We monitor compliance 
with the criteria, policies and procedures 
adopted by the [Montgomery] County 
Commissioners Court. That’s something 
[J.R.] Moore [Jr.]’s office started several 
years ago, and he’s always been really inter-
ested in the economic development [of] the 
county. The county tax assessor-collector’s 
office is one of the first places a new resi-
dent will come to for vehicle registration 

or [to pay] their taxes, and we have the 
opportunity to see more people. 

What is going to be the biggest 
challenge for the department this 
year?

[A field representative] was sharing with 
me some of the new items that would be 
rolling out of the legislative session in regard 
to the changes [with] the Department of 
Motor Vehicles. One of those [items] is 
the implementation of a new Web-based 
registration titling system. All 254 counties 
in the state of Texas use the same system, 
and it’s very antiquated. I think the greatest 

challenge is going to be the changes with 
DMV because that affects us on the front 
end, and it affects the customers coming in. 

What would you like to see for the 
department in the future?

We will be accepting point-of-sale credit 
cards within the next month. [Custom-
ers] can walk up to the counter and pay 
for [a] transaction—whether it be a vehicle 
or property tax—with a credit or debit 
card. I’m looking forward to that. I’m just 
looking for innovative ways that we can 
improve efficiency, and I think that can be 
achieved [through] the use of technology. 
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PEOPLE  Q&A

WHERE
TRADITION

7 GREATER HOUSTON LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

3205 College Park Dr. (Hwy 242)
The Woodlands, Texas 77384
936.273.4286

TraditionBank.com
713.666.2511 - Main

& BUSINESS
MEET

Working with those you trust 
is important, and helping 
you find local answers is 
our specialty.  At Tradition 
Bank, our commercial 
lending experts want to help 
you achieve your individual 
business goals by tailoring 
a financial solution for you.  
That means less time waiting 
and more time working on 
what you do best!

• Commercial Real Estate

• SBA

• Residential & Commercial Construction

• Church Facilities

• Commercial & Industrial

• Working Capital

• Accounts Receivable

• Equipment & Inventory

• Letters of Credit

• And more…

Commercial Lending Services:

Weldon Whitt of Tradition Bank, with Tracie Mann  
of Body Restore Med Spa and Laser Center

School Curriculum 2-3-5 Days per Week/Hours 9-12, 9-3, 12-3, 8-5

Performances in our Musical Productions

Jr. Explorer Clubs

Advanced Academics • Core Knowledge • Zoo Phonics • Handwriting Without Tears 
Fine Arts • Classical Music • Orchestra • Dance • Movement • Rainbow Kids Yoga
Etiquette • Spanish • French • Science Lab • Computer Lab • Art Studio • Music Room

Character Day • Holiday Musical • Spring 
Concert • Salute to the USA!

Science • Computer • Art • Spanish
French • Music/Dance • ABC 123 

NURSERY ● PRE-SCHOOL ● PRE-K ● TRANSITION ● KINDERGARTEN 

27
27

FREE 

REGISTRATION

IF YOU 
TRANSFER

TO US!

SUMMER WORKSHOPS

4775 W. Panther Creek Dr. The Woodlands, TX 77381

DOWNLOAD OUR BROCHURE AT

Morning and/or afternoon sessions.
11 Individual weeks to accomodate arround your
Summer vacation!
Enroll today by calling us at 281-465-0955

www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

VISIT US
ONLINE!
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RompiendO las Cadenas
Te invita a la serie de mensajes

Aunque parece que vivimos en un mundo libre, realmente es un mundo atado, encadenado, amarrado a cadenas espirituales, 
a hábitos nocivos y pecaminosos que cautivan la vida y provocan hasta la misma muerte.

Te invito para que vengas a conocer que hay un poder liberador que pulveriza toda cadena que ata a la gente y a ti, ese poder radica en Jesucristo. 

“Así que,  si el Hijo (Cristo) os libertare, seréis verdaderamente libres”.  San Juan 8:36

24 - 26 de Abril  |  6:00 pm  |  EDIFICIO “C” (THE MILL)

Pastor Invitado: Enoch Gutiérrez López

11801 Grogan’s Mill Road     The Woodlands, Texas 77380     281.367.4317 x223
Email: juan@thewoodlandsfirst.org

    Woodlands Pkwy.

Hardin Store Rd.

2978

NOW
 O

PE
N

Wholesale & Retail Nursery

We sell plants, shrubs, trees, mulch and much more...
Delivery Available

GRAND OPENING 

SPECIALS:
Receive $20

in product 

when you spend $100

Spend $200 or more and 

Receive $40 

worth of product

*exclusions may apply

27611 FM 2978, Magnolia
832-521-3433

www.gardenmaniaus.com

Must present coupon with purchase. 

Expires May 31, 2015

Must present coupon with purchase. 

Expires May 31, 2015



The Woodlands Edition • April 2015 65

T he Montgomery County Sher-
iff’s Office is teaching women 
in Montgomery County to 

defend themselves.
Through Rape Aggression Defense, 

women over the age of 16 are eligible 
to take a 12-hour course. 

The program includes six hours of 
classroom-setting preparation where 
instructors teach how to be safe at 
home, while traveling and in everyday 
life. In addition, students go through 
six hours of physical defense training 
where they learn stances, strikes and 
maneuvers to use if they are attacked 
or in a threatening situation.

“[The class] is a real safe and calm-
ing environment for the students,” 
said Deputy Jason Hopper, one of 
the class instructors. “We let [the 
students] do what they can do, and 
there is no pressure to do something 
they can’t do or are not comfortable 
with doing.”

Hopper said men are not permitted 
to attend the class except as a class 
instructor, and other male officers are 
not permitted to enter the classroom. 

Hopper said the prevalence of 
rape across the nation is the primary 
reason why women—no matter 
where they live or what job they 
hold—should be prepared to defend 
themselves.

Heather Meier, a mother of three, 
took the class last year.

“Anyone who listens to the news, 
you hear about the bad things that 
happen in our world and no matter 
your situation—whether you are a 
stay-at-home mom and out and about 
with your children and feel the need 
to protect them or if you’re single— 
whatever your situation is, if you are 
a woman in this world there is always 
some level of vulnerability there,” 
Meier said.

Now, Meier is trying to encourage 
neighbors in her community to take 
the class, and said women who are 
unsure about whether they can par-
ticipate in the physical portion of the 
course should still give it a chance. 

“There is still so much you can 
take away from [the class] even if 
you cannot participate physically,” 

Rape Aggression Defense class
Course teaches women how to protect against attackers

COMMUNITY

Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office 

Research Forest Dr.

Gosli
ng

 R
d.

 

The Woodlands  
Courthouse Annex
1520 Lake Front Circle 
Drive, Ste. 900
The Woodlands
281-292 -3325
www.mocosheriff.com

As part of the Rape Aggression Defense class, students are 
taught how to physically defend themselves against attackers.
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By Carrie Taylor

she said.
Hopper said the course teaches 

women how to yell for help so that 
bystanders are alerted. 

He said sometimes people do not 
want to get involved if the attack 
appears to be between people who 
know each other, especially family 
members.

“Especially in the South there are 
a lot of people who will and want to 
help you—you just have to let them 
know you need it,” he said.

12% of rapes and sexual assaults 
involved a weapon. (In 2010) 

25%
of female victims of rape/sexual assault 

were victimized by strangers. (In 2010)

out of

 women in the 
United States 

have been raped 
during their 

lifetime.

20
MILLION

112
MILLION

Teens

 years of age were 
16-19

3.5 TIMES 
 more likely 

than the general 
population to be 
victims of rape, 
attempted rape, 

or sexual assault.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice

CommercebankCommercebank

Member
FDIC

*Domestic accounts only. Advertised rate applies only to accounts opened at a Mercantil Commercebank Banking Center location. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of the date of this publication. To 
take advantage of this offer, CD must be opened commencing March 16, 2015, with new funds deposited to Mercantil Commercebank. The minimum balance to open an account and to obtain the advertised APY 
is $10,000 up to a maximum of $250,000 for United States citizens or resident aliens with a valid U.S. Taxpayer identification number. Advertised rate is subject to change without notice. Penalties for early 
withdrawal may be imposed. Fees could reduce earnings on the account. 

Open an account at a banking center 
nearest you.

Call us at (713) 331-4300

Mercantil Commercebank, empowering your world

www.mercantilcb.com

Plan for
your future

1.25 APY* 
%

18-MONTH CD

Earn more on your deposit
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Registration dates: January-March 
League dates: March-May 
Cost: $180-$250

The Woodlands Ducks Select Football 
www.twdfl.com

South Montgomery Girls Softball League
SMGSL is a fast-pitch softball organization 
that serves girls ages 5-18 in The Woodlands, 
Oak Ridge North and other communities in 
south Montgomery County. The league offers 
beginner to advanced programs as well as 
private lessons.

Ages: 5-18 
Registration dates: July (fall instructional 
season), December (spring season)  
League dates: August-November (fall 
instructional season), February-May (spring 
season) 
Cost: $50-$185

SMGSL 
1080 Pruitt Road, The Woodlands 
281-298-6818 
http://smgsl.net

South County Football League
The organization offers competitive tackle 
football in the fall for both boys and girls, a 
seven-on-seven program for second- through 
seventh-graders and an all-stars team that 
is hand-picked by the division coaches. The 
majority of games are played at its Gullo Park 
facility against other teams in its league as well 
as within the Lone Star Alliance league.

Ages: 5-18 
Registration dates: May 1-June 15 (fall tackle 
football and cheerleading seasons) 
League dates: Sept. 5-Nov. 7 
Cost: $235

SCFL 
1122 Pruitt Road, The Woodlands 
www.scfootball.org

Fun-Fair-Positive Soccer-The Woodlands
The youth soccer club focuses on the positive 
aspects of sports and provides an uplifting 
environment that promotes positive behavior 
and values its players. All players rotate to each 

position and the games are played with five 
players per side as opposed to the traditional 
11, which allows players to get the ball more 
often. Practices are held once a week, and 
eight games are played in each season.

Ages: 4-18 
Registration dates: Available online 
League dates: April 11-May 30 
Cost: $114

FFPS Woodlands League 
10010 Branch Crossing Drive, The Woodlands 
800-828-7529, ext. 401 
www.ffps.org/woodlands

The Woodlands Soccer City
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The Woodlands Soccer City operates in an 
indoor soccer complex that accommodates 
two fields with turf grass. Its owners are in the 
process of building an outdoor turf field. The 
Woodlands Soccer City offers leagues, clinics, 
camps and tournaments for boys and girls 
ages 4-12 grouped into three age divisions for 
eight-week programs.

Ages: 4-13 
Registration dates: Registration for the 
following season opens around the middle of 
the season.  
Starting dates for youth programs: May 19, 
July 21, Sept. 22, Dec. 1 
Cost: $110-$135

TWSC 
2590 FM 1488, Conroe 
936-441-4625 
www.woodlandssoccercity.com

Texas Rush Soccer Club
The club offers a variety of programs, 
including competitive soccer, youth academy 

and recreational soccer. Recreational leagues 
are coached by volunteers. The youth 
academy acts as a transition from recreational 
sport to competitive and is coached by 
professionals, as is the competitive league, 
which is for players ages 11-18. 

Ages: 3-18 
Registration dates: Registration begins as 
soon as each season ends.  
League dates: February-May (spring 
season, recreational), September-November 
(fall season, recreational), January-May 
(spring season, academy and competitive), 
August-December (fall season, academy and 
competitive) 
Cost: $150-$300    

Texas Rush Soccer Club 
2204 Timberloch Place, Ste. 225 
The Woodlands 
281-298-2180 
http://texasrush.com

Woodlands Competitive Basketball League
A part of the Alodia Sports Academy, the 
Woodlands Competitive Basketball League 
offers a traditional league structure as well 
as skills training for boys and girls in third 
through eighth grades. Games are played at 
McCullough Junior High School. There are 
eight regular season games and a playoff 
tournament.

Ages: 8-13 
Registration dates: Next season registration 
opens as soon as season begins with early 
bird prices. 
League dates: June-July (summer season), 
September-October (fall season), November-
December (winter 1 season), January-February 
(winter 2 season), April-May (spring season) 
Cost: $235-$345

WCBL 
22601 Lutheran Church Road, Tomball 
281-255-2552 
www.alodia-basketball-training.com

i9 Sports
i9 Sports offers flag football, soccer, 
basketball and baseball for area youth in 
the Greater Houston area, The Woodlands, 
Klein and Spring. i9 offers leagues, after-
school classes and summer camps for 

South Montgomery County is home to a wide array of youth sports leagues. Local leagues give kids the opportunity to learn skills in sports 
ranging from baseball to football to volleyball and a variety of sports in between. Most local leagues feature competitive tournaments and league 
games and focus on enhancing athletic skills through instruction in a fun atmosphere.

Oak Ridge Woodlands Area Little League
C

ou
rt

es
y 

O
R

W
A

LL

ORWALL offers local players ranging in age 
from preschool through high school the 
opportunity to learn and play competitive 
baseball for one of the nation’s largest Little 
League organizations. ORWALL also offers 
a Challenger  League for young people 
with special needs who want to experience 
baseball. The league operates on a 16-acre 
park with 10 fields. Divisions are grouped by 
age range, and games are played Monday 
through Saturday starting at 5 p.m. during 
the week and 8 a.m. on Saturdays. There are 
spring and fall league seasons.

Ages: 4-18 
Registration dates: Late December (spring 
season)/early August (fall season) 
League dates: February-June (spring season) 
/June-August (all-star season)/September-
November (fall season) 
Cost: $110-$260

Oak Ridge Woodlands Area Little League 
1130 Pruitt Road, Spring 
281-292-3765 
www.orwallbaseball.com

The Woodlands Ducks
The Woodlands Ducks is a tackle football 
club for area players and offers spring football 
leagues as well as spring and fall tournaments. 
Practices are held at Knox Junior High School 
and StoneBridge Church. 

Ages: Sixth-eighth grades  

Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com66
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COME HOME TO 

MagnoliaRanch Estates
1/2 ACRE LOTS

Inway Oaks Estates

Homes from 2,000 sq. ft. to 4,000 sq. ft. 
From the $200’s to high $400’s

For More Information

281-757-9946
281-330-2096

Infi nity Classic Homes is dedicated to 
providing top quality, energy-effi cient 

homes for the best value.  
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boys and girls ages 3-13. There are weekly 
sportsmanship awards and games and 
practices are scheduled back-to-back for 
family convenience. 

Ages: 3-13 
Registration dates: Ongoing and available 
online 
League dates: Fall, winter and spring 
Cost: $129-$159

i9 Sports 
3091 College Park Drive, The Woodlands 
281-744-4322 
www.i9sports.com

Woodlands Rugby
Woodlands Rugby competes in the Texas 
Youth Rugby Association and players have the 
chance to try out and compete for regional, 
state and national teams. There are six teams 
for middle school and high school age boys 
and girls. Games are played on the Lone Star 
College-Montgomery campus.

Ages: 9-19 
Registration dates: Tryouts in November, 
registration in December 
League dates: December through mid-May 
Cost: $250-$395

Woodlands Rugby 
3200 College Park Drive, The Woodlands 
936-525-7092 
woodlandsrugby.org

South Montgomery County YMCA
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The South Montgomery County YMCA hosts 
a variety of youth leagues during the spring, 
summer and fall. The YMCA offers traditional 
soccer, premier soccer, baseball, flag football 
and basketball. 

Ages: 3-15 
Registration dates: March 2 (spring season), 
April 1-May 25 (summer season) 
League dates: March 30-June 6 (spring 
season), June 15-Aug. 15 (summer season), 
September-December (fall season) 
Cost: $120-$160

South Montgomery County Family YMCA 
Branch Crossing: 8100 Ashlane Way, The 
Woodlands 
281-367-9622 
Creekside: 6464 Creekside Forest, The 
Woodlands 
832-698-1283 
Shadowbend: 6145 Shadowbend Place, The 
Woodlands 
281-367-9622 
www.ymcahouston.org

Texas Stars Volleyball
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Texas Stars Volleyball is a member of 1P410 
Fieldhouse Sports and offers four volleyball 
programs for area youth: a developmental 
program for kindergarten through eighth 
grade, a faith-based volleyball academy 
for kindergarten through sixth grade, skills 
training for all levels and competitive club 
teams for ages 10-18.  

Ages: Kindergarten through high school 
Registration dates: Available online 
League dates: Club dates November-July; 
Shining Stars Academy (K-eighth grade) March 
through May (spring season)/June-August 
(summer season)/September-November (fall 
season)/December-February (winter season); 
Serve Volleyball Academy (K-sixth grade) 
March-May (spring season)/June-August 
(summer season)/September-November (fall 
season)/ December-February (winter season) 
Cost: $150-$4,300 

Texas Stars Volleyball 
22820 I-45 N., Building 5N, Spring 
281-350-8225 
www.texasstarsvolleyball.com

Woodlands Revolution Volleyball Club
The club is in its second season and serves 
150 club players and 90 developmental league 
players. Programs include club teams that 
play locally as well as travel, developmental 
leagues, private lessons and summer camps.

Ages: 5-18 
Registration dates: July 7-11 (tryouts for 
2015-16 season), registration opens April 1 
League dates: June 8-Aug. 12 (summer 
league, ages 8-14), November-May/June (club 
play), summer camps offered June-August 
Cost: $60-$160 (summer camps), $250 
(summer league), $1,500-4,500 (club play)

Woodlands Revolution Volleyball Club 
33201 Magnolia Circle, Magnolia 
www.woodlandsrevolutionvbc.com

Woodlands Lacrosse
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Woodlands Lacrosse offers varsity team 
programs for high school boys with a Division I 
team and a Division II team. Practices are held 
at Bear Branch Field 5, 5205 Research Forest 
Drive, and Alden Bridge Sports Park, 4751 
Hwy. 242, The Woodlands.

Ages: High school 
Registration dates: October-December prior 
to the start of spring practices  
League dates: January-May 
Cost: Varies by season

Woodlands Lacrosse 
www.wooslandslax.com

Woodlands Girls Lacrosse
Woodlands Girls Lacrosse offer programs 
for high school girls and serves all Conroe 
ISD schools. Players compete in the Houston 
Chapter of the U.S. Lacrosse South Central 
Region. 

Ages: second-12th grade 
Registration dates: Available online 
League dates: September-December (autumn 
season), January-May (regular season) 
Cost: $200-$600

Woodlands High School Girls Lacrosse 
www.woodlandshsglax.com

Woodlands Junior High Lacrosse
The Woodlands Junior High Lacrosse league 
offers seasons in the spring, summer and fall 
for children from first through eighth grade 
with five age divisions. Practices are held at 
area school fields.

Ages: First-fourth grade (developmental 
league), fifth-eighth grade (competitive league) 
Registration dates: Registration is in the 
spring for the competitive season and in the 
summer and fall for off season indoor training  
League dates: January-April 
Cost: $250-$675 per season

Woodlands Junior High Lacrosse 
woodlandsjuniorhighlacrosse.org

Woodlands Wave Volleyball
WAVE Volleyball offers a variety of programs 
for young girls, including a club team, junior 
high league, youth league, skills sessions, 
strength and conditioning as well as private 
lessons. On the club level, teams practice two 
to three times a week and compete in games 
in and outside of Texas.

Ages: First grade through high school 
Registration dates: Tryouts in July (club play); 
registration opens six weeks into each season 
for developmental league for the next season 
League dates: November-May 
Cost: $100-$4,400

Woodlands WAVE Volleyball Club 
2733 Rayford Road, Spring 
281-475-4780 
www.woodlandswave.com

Compiled by Carrie Taylor  l  Design by Shawn Epps

THE #1 Top Producing 
Office in Texas .

The Woodlands & Spring
281-367-7770

TheWoodlands-Spring.com

Call Today to See How We Can Help
You With All of Your Real Estate Needs!
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As with any financial decision, buyers are encouraged to do their own due diligence when selecting a 
home builder. Woodforest makes no representation or warranties on the quality of the homebuilders. 
Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. 10/13 

Gracepoint Homes’ gated community of Lily is for the 
discerning buyer who wants it all. Homes built for entertaining 

that seamlessly blend indoor and outdoor living, top schools 
located within The Woodlands, and a location near everywhere 

you want to be can all be yours in Lily. Prices in this gated 
development near The Woodlands start in the $590,000’s. 

Visit today because homes like these won’t last long.
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comfort of

NOW PRE-SELLING!

Private Courtyard Living

Revel in the

132 McKinley Landing Ln. 

Shenandoah, TX 77384

832.632.8178

GracepointHomes.com

Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. 3/15

FROM THE $590’s
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Whole Foods 
Market The 
Woodlands
Store features 24 beer taps, 
wood-burning pizza oven

F rom the lip balm to the meats, each item at 
Whole Foods Market is produced with no 
artificial colors, flavors, sweeteners or preserva-

tives. The Woodlands store, the 411th in the U.S. and 
the 10th in the Greater Houston area, opened March 18 
at the corner of Lake Woodlands Drive and Lake Front 
Circle in Hughes Landing. 

The 44,000-square-foot store offers more than 300 
organic items, including 75 fruits and vegetables, and 
20 fresh juice options. The Woodlands Whole Foods 
also features a wine and beer bar with 24 taps, a wood-
burning pizza oven that can cook a pizza in 90 seconds, 
and a build-your-own taco station. 

Store Team Leader Jerry Brown said the store will 
evolve to accommodate customers. 

“We designed it with growth in mind, so there’s 
opportunity to add additional merchandise so we can 
adjust as needed,” Brown said. 

Brown said a Facebook page led to Whole Foods 
opening in The Woodlands. Woodlands Whole Foods 
fans created a page to amass requests for the store to set 
up a location in The Woodlands. 

“The Woodlands picked Whole Foods,” Brown said. 
“This is the No. 1-requested Whole Foods location in 
the country.”

Brown said the store is distinct from other Whole 
Foods locations because the taco bar was designed for 
The Woodlands. He said none of the Greater Houston 
stores offer self-service pizza. 

Media and Community Relations Coordinator 
Jeanette Webster said no two Whole Foods stores are 
alike. She said Whole Foods emphasizes knowing what 
local residents want from their neighborhood store.

“We want to get to know who our neighbors are,” she 
said. “It is apparent to us how long the [Woodlands] 
community has waited for us.”

By Julie Butterfield
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Whole Foods Market
1  A bartender at Whole Foods pours a draft beer. The store carries 

empty glass jugs known as guzzlers for filling beer at the bar. 

2  The bakery at Whole Foods features a variety of breads, including 
cranberry walnut and rosemary sourdough.

3  A barista prepares an espresso in the store’s coffee bar, which 
includes a large seating area. Wi-Fi is available throughout the store.

4  The bulk section at Whole Foods features a selection of nuts, 
seeds and grains as well as a grinder for preparing nut butters.

5  Purchases of flowers at Whole Foods comes with the Whole 
Foods Guarantee, a program that donates 1 percent of sales to Whole 
Planet Foundation, an organization that serves to alleviate poverty.

6  The produce section at the store features a large selection of 
organic fruits and vegetables marked organic, local or Whole Trade, a 
designation that supports better working conditions and wages.

1

2 3

4

6

5

“This is the No. 1 requested Whole 
Foods location in the country.”

—Jerry Brown, store team leader

1925 Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 100, The Woodlands
832-246-5600, www.wholefoodsmarket.com
Hours: Mon.-Sun. 8 a.m.-10 p.m.
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1699 Research Forest Drive, Suite 
100 Shenandoah, Texas 77380

• Variable interest rate pays a monthly .60%
Annual Percentage Yield (APY) on entire
balance in account. 

– No limit to deposit size.
– Must have $2,500 in the account for the entire statement period to earn the rate.
– Fees could reduce the earnings on account.
– Rate may change after account is opened.

• FREE ONLINE BANKING*

• Unlimited transactions

• All ATM fees automatically refunded
Unlimited ATM fee rebates apply to cash withdrawals using the Integrity Bank Visa  
Debit Card wherever it is accepted nationwide. ATM fee rebates do not apply to 
any fees other than fees assessed for using an ATM to withdraw cash from your 
Integrity Bank account nationwide..

• $100 minimum to open

• No monthly service charge

• Free eStatement available

• Free imaged checks included with statement

Interest rate and Annual Percentage Yield is accurate as of 11/14/2014 and 
is subject to change at any time.

– Internet service provider fees may apply.
– Unlimited transactions - subject to availability of funds.
– Bill Pay is not a free service.

DON’T LIKE THE 
DIRECTION YOUR 
BANK IS GOING?
Open an Integrity 
Checking Account 

Today!

832.562.2250 • IBANKTX.com

*

(or)
FREE  

EXAM  
Includes consultation,  

exam & necessary x-rays  
A savings of $199.

Good for 30 days.

FREE TEETH  
WHITENING  

After paid cleaning, exam  
& x-rays at normal fee 
A savings of $399.

Good for 30 days.

8 Lumineers 
for $6,295!

Regular cash price is $11,995.
Available to the first 7 patients who

contact us from this ad.
Good for 30 days.

BOOGIE  
DOWN  
in New Braunfels.
As the Texas temps start to climb, fun-seekers flock to New Braunfels. This great city 
is home to the world-famous Schlitterbahn Waterpark as well as two pristine rivers, 
with dozens of outfitters standing by to help you make a splash in a tube, canoe 
or kayak. There are countless ways to beat the heat... in New Braunfels.

(800) 572-2626
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The Concours d’Elegance of Texas 
gives area residents the chance to 
catch a glimpse of rare, valuable 

and distinctive vehicles from throughout 
the world on the shores of Lake Conroe.

The three-day event held April 24-26 
at La Torretta Lake Resort and Spa on 
Lake Conroe features more than 150 of 
the world’s most coveted automobiles 
with some valued at more than $5 mil-
lion. Two of the featured car classes at 
this year’s event include Porsches and 
Packards.

“There will be some very unique 
cars from those classes as well as other 
classes,” said Rod Egan, selection com-
mittee chairman for the Concours 
d’Elegance. 

The Concours d’Elegance event begins 
April 24 with a preview of the vehicles to 
be featured in the car auction the follow-
ing day. The preview event includes cock-
tails and appetizers and allows guests to 
see many of the vehicles on the La Tor-
retta grounds around Lake Conroe.

“The Friday evening event is the offi-
cial kickoff and is hosted by Worldwide 
Auctioneers, which conducts the vintage 
car auction,” Egan said. “It’s a nice 
way for all of the Concours entrants to 
mingle with car people.”

On April 25, Worldwide Auctioneers 
presents the Houston Classic Car Auc-
tion in which preselected buyers bid 
on classic and rare vehicles. Bidding is 
expected to total more than $10 million, 
according to event officials.

“There are many rare cars that people 
don’t normally get to see, if ever,” Egan 
said. 

Among the featured vehicles at the 
event is a 1957 Dual Ghia convertible, 
one of 101 built. Previous owners of the 

Concours d’Elegance of Texas
Car event focus on classics, fundraising for charity

ENTERTAINMENT

Car show

Walden Rd. 

La Torretta 
Blvd. 

La Torretta Lake Resort and Spa
600 La Torretta Blvd., Montgomery
936-448-4400 
www.concoursoftexas.org

Among the vehicles featured at the Houston Classic Car Auction is a 1957 Dual Ghia convertible. The car will be among more than 150 offered at the auction.
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By Brian Walzel

Concours d’Elegance reception and 
auction preview 
April 24, 7 p.m. 
$50 per person

The Houston Classic Car Auction 
presented by Worldwide Auctioneers 
April 25, 11 a.m. 
$20-$65 per person

Cowboys & Cars dinner and auctions 
April 25, 6:30 p.m. 
$110 per person

Concours d’Elegance of Texas 
April 26, 10 a.m. 
$20 per person

Tickets available  
online at  
www.concoursoftexas.org.

car include Frank Sinatra, Debbie Reyn-
olds and Joey Bishop. Other vehicles to 
go on the auction block include a 1955 
Moretti 1200 S Spyder, a 1969 Porsche 
911S, a museum-quality 1900 Locomo-
bile Model2 Runabout, a 1967 Shelby 
GT350 supercharged fastback as well as 
several pre-World War II classics and 
performance cars.

On April 26 the event’s 150 vehicles 
will be lined up along the 18th hole of La 
Torretta Golf Course for the formal Con-
cours d’Elegance followed by an awards 
presentation at 1 p.m.

John Aguillard, the Concours 
d’Elegance’s head of operations, said that 
although the event’s main attraction is 
the vehicles, the Concourse d’Elegance 
serves as a nonprofit event to raise money 
for local charities. Among the area 
organizations to benefit from profits are 

Montgomery County Emergency Assis-
tance, Montgomery County Child Protec-
tive Services, The Holy Angels residential 
facility in Shreveport, Louisiana, and the 
Next Gen education program.  

“Next Gen is [an organization] created 
by the Concours d’Elegance so we could 
use the vehicles as a way to get boys and 
girls interested in careers—not neces-
sarily automotive careers—but careers 
in design, modeling, engineering, math 
and art.”

This year marks the fourth year that 
La Torretta has hosted the event.

“La Torretta is an all-in-one loca-
tion,” Egan said. “When an entrant or 
a customers shows up on Thursday or 
Friday, they can take part in three full 
days of events and never have to leave the 
grounds if they don’t want to. Everything 
is right there.”

Event 
information

105

Why wait in 
crowded emergency 

departments? 
Priority Emergency Room 

has the same services 
from the same doctors in a 

fraction of the time!

Your Health Is Our 
PRIORITY

Free Gift Card
With Patient Visit to Priority ER*With Patient Visit to Priority ER*

*some exclusions may apply. Only 
accepted at The Woodlands and 
Katy locations. Expires 5/13/15

Free Gift Card
Present this ad to receive

832.299.2500  
PriorityER.com

3759 FM 1488, Suite 500
The Woodlands, Tx 77384
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10868 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. B  
The Woodlands 
281-419-8026
www.nothingbundtcakes.com

Spotlight
Nothing Bundt Cakes

Annie Coates, store manager for 
Nothing Bundt Cakes, believes she 
knows why her family-oriented business 
continues to thrive.

In addition to the store’s signature 
bundt cakes made with fresh eggs, real 
butter and cream cheese, the manager 
said the store’s welcoming atmosphere 
and diversity of cake flavors combine for 
a satisfying customer experience. 

“We always have samples out for 
people to try, and we welcome them to 
come in to do so,” Coates said. 

The store’s most popular flavors 
include red velvet, chocolate chip, lemon 
white chocolate and raspberry. 

The store carries 8- and 10-inch bundt 
cakes ($18.50-$29.50 for an 8-inch, 
$28.50-$39.50 for a 10-inch), tiered 
cakes, bundlets, personal size cakes sold 
individually ($3.99) or by the dozen ($45 
for a bundle box) and bundtinis, or bite-
sized cakes sold by the dozen ($18.50).

“The most unique thing is the bundt 
cakes are ready to go,” said marketing 
representative Regina Murphy, who also 
emphasized the flavor. “They are not 
your typical dry cakes like your parents 
used to make. They are moist and topped 
with our signature butter cream frost-
ing.”

A spotlight on independently owned 
businesses and a listing of stores, services 
and restaurants in the Woodlands Crossing 
Shopping Center at the intersection of 
Woodlands Parkway and Kuykendahl 
Road in the Village of Indian Springs

Compiled by Ariel Carmona Jr.

Woodlands 
Crossing Shopping 
Center
Woodlands Parkway at 
Kuykendahl Road 
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Strong in Knowledge.
Strong in Results

Two Hughes Landing •  1790 Hughes Landing Boulevard  •  Suite 200 

The Woodlands, TX 77380  •  281.367.1222  •  www.thestrongfirm.com

•

•

•

•

•

•
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2015
Presented By Woodlands Online

Call today to set up an initial consultation.

Center: Bret Strong, attorney, managing shareholder;
from left: attorneys Adam Looney, Royce Lanning, Wendy Lambie, Eric R. Thiergood, Sr., Kyla Wilder, Brian Albert

Commercial Litigation

Breach of Contract
Whether suing or defending, we work to achieve 
your objectives with minimal disruptions to 
your business.  

Partner Disputes & Business Divorces
We have the tools to help you resolve ownership 
and shareholder disputes efficiently.

Real Property Disputes
Whether title issues, restrictive covenants, boundary 
disputes or nuisance claims, our attorneys have 
years of experience to assist you in solving complex 
property claims.

Landlord-Tenant Issues
We represent both landlords and tenants in rent 
disputes, evictions, and other controversies.

Oil & Gas Disputes
Our deep industry knowledge and decades of 
experience in oil and gas related matters are 
brought to bear to solve your most complex problems.

Alternative Dispute Resolution
We use cutting edge dispute resolution strategies 
to seek positive, efficient resolutions to all types 
of disagreements. 

Real Estate Oil, Gas & Energy Business Law Estate Planning & Probate

Strong Litigation CI_Layout 1  3/25/15  10:17 AM  Page 1
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Beauty

Sozo Boutique  
10868 Kuykendahl Road, 
Ste. G  
281-203-5063 
www.sozoboutiquesalons.
com 

Dining

Dickey’s BBQ Pit 
10700 Kuykendahl Road, 
Ste. A 
281-298-8422 
www.dickeys.com 
 
Pei Wei Asian Dinner  
10868 Kuykendahl Road, 
Ste. E 
281-203-3080 
www.peiwei.com  
 
Via Emilia Italian 
Restaurant 
10700 Kuykendahl Road, 
Ste. F 
281-465-9555 
www.viaemiliarestaurant.
com 
 

Which Wich Superior 
Sandwiches 
10868 Kuykendahl Road, 
Ste. C 
281-419-9424 
www.whichwich.com  

Health care

Elements Therapeutic 
Massage Spa 
10700 Kuykendahl Road, 
Ste. I 
832-585-0011 
www.elements 
massage.com 
 
Smiles by Burgess  
10700 Kuykendahl Road, 
Ste. E 
281-367-5900 
www.smilesby 
burgess.com 
 
Sweeney Foot &  
Ankle Specialists 
10700 Kuykendahl Road, 
Ste. J  
281-292-4944.  
www.sweeney 
footankle.com 
 

24 Hour Fitness Sport 
10860 Kuykendahl Road  
281-292-2831  
www.24hourfitness.com 
 
Walgreens Pharmacy  
6467 Woodlands Parkway 
281-292-6743 
www.walgreens.com 
 
Woodlands Ambulatory 
Surgery Center 
10710 Kuykendahl Road  
281-681-7700 
www.woodlandser.org 

Retail

Ace Hardware  
10720 Kuykendahl Road 
832-482-3063 
www.alspaughs.com 
 
Flaherty’s Flooring 
America 
10700 Kuykendahl Road 
866-782-9645 
www.flahertysflooring 
thewoodlands.com 
 

New Balance  
10868 Kuykendahl Road, 
Ste. D  
281-298-0050 
www.stores.newbalance.
com/thewoodlands 
 
Petco  
10864 Kuykendahl Road 
281-465-4771 
www.petco.com 
 
Trader Joe’s 
10868 Kuykendahl Road 
281-465-0254 
www.traderjoes.com 

Services

Comerica Bank 
6417 Woodlands Parkway 
281-465-9283 
www.comerica.com

10700 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. B  
The Woodlands
281-719-3579
www.centrecourt-tennis.com

Spotlight
Centre Court Tennis

Centre Court Tennis, owned by Laura 
Hunter, is the only full-service tennis shop 
located in the heart of The Woodlands. 

The business is in its third year in the shop-
ping center, having opened November 2012. 
Since that time, Hunter has seen a significant 
increase in the popularity of the sport while 
the business continues to grow.

“I wanted to open a local apparel boutique 
for women,” Hunter said. “People wanted to 
see visors, jocks and other inventory. There 
were so many tennis-related products. So we 
have expanded our inventory.”

Additional businesses within the Woodlands Crossing Shopping Center

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2002 Timberloch Place, Ste. 200  
The Woodlands, TX 77380 

www.texasestatecounsel.com

Eli Kiefaber and his family are residents of The Woodlands and are actively involved in the community, including  
The Rotary Club of The Woodlands & Tall Timbers District, Boy Scouts of America.

FREE CONSULTATION
713.229.0360

Your Woodlands Estate
Planning Attorneys

Kiefaber & Oliva LLP’s services include: 
Wills, Trusts, Inheritance Planning, Asset Protection

•  Post Surgical
•  Transportation Assistance
•  Light Housekeeping
•  Grocery Shopping and Errands
•  Meal Preparation

•  Medication Reminders
•  Personal Care and Grooming
•  Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care
•  Companionship
•  Respite Services & Much More

Services
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REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our other Houston metro editions

Local manufacturing 
industry sees effects 
of oil price decline

Tomball Police Department purchases  
body-worn cameras, real-time streaming

Legislation filed to 
better regulate noise 
in unincorporated 
Harris County 

CY-FAIR  Several Cy-Fair-area law-
makers have made property tax relief 
one of their biggest priorities this 
legislative session in response to ris-
ing home appraisal values across 
the state and in Harris County. 

The Texas Senate proposed Senate Bill 
1 in February calling for property tax 
relief, which on average would provide 
homeowners with $232 in savings in 2016 
and $263 in 2017. 

“I’m glad I showed up with this shift 
of leadership because we are going to get 
conservative solutions to Texas challenges 
done,” said state Sen. Paul Bettencourt, 
R-Houston. “There is no other bigger 
priority from my view, besides passing the 
budget, to passing tax relief. There’s no 
question [Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick] was serious 
about that, and he made it very clear by 
signing this as the No. 1 bill this session.” 

As it stands now, SB 1 calls for an 
increase in the state’s homestead exemp-
tion for school district taxes from 
$15,000 to 25 percent of the Texas home 
median market value, or $33,625. The 
Texas tax code requires school districts 
to offer a $15,000 homestead exemp-
tion to all qualified residents, meaning a 
home worth $100,000 would be taxed at a 
value of $85,000 instead. 

Although Cy-Fair ISD trustees vote 
annually to provide an optional 20 per-
cent homestead exemption for qualified 
homeowners in addition to other tax 
exemptions, district officials have some 
concerns regarding SB 1. 

“Even though we support property tax 
relief and have done it for many years, 
there needs to be a focus by the Legislature 
to provide additional funding to school dis-
tricts and improve the funding formulas in 
the current system,” said Stuart Snow, Cy-
Fair ISD chief financial officer. “Otherwise 
some school districts, and possibly Cy-Fair, 
will experience real budget challenges.”

Every Jan. 1, the Harris County 
Appraisal District begins determining the 
value of the roughly 1.7 million parcels of 
land in the county. 
Full story by Marie Leonard

TOMBALL In line with a growing 
trend across the nation, the Tomball 
Police Department moved forward with 
new equipment purchases of $20,000 
for body-worn cameras and $20,000 
for real-time streaming capabilities 
on 13 police vehicles in mid-March.

“We have ordered 50 cameras for the 
officers, and we expect those to be in 
within the next couple of weeks,” Tom-
ball Police Chief Billy Tidwell said. “I 
would expect to receive them sometime 
in April, and then we’d go through on 
the training of the policy and cameras. 
You’ll start seeing them on the officers 
beginning in May.”

The department plans to equip each 
of the 42 full-time officers with the new 
L3 Mobile Vision body-worn cameras, 
as well as three part-time officers and 
three fire marshals with a couple extra 
devices on reserve, Tidwell said. In 
addition, each of the 13 police vehicles 
will receive real-time streaming capabil-
ities added onto the existing dashboard 
camera software in May, he said.

“From the live-streaming standpoint, 
we have occasions where the [police] 

radios are in an area where they don’t 
always transmit or receive signals,” 
Tidwell said. “[The streaming] helps 
[dispatchers] locate them. If the officer 
has some situation where they get into 
trouble and someone attacks them, 
that’s being viewed by the dispatcher. 
I think it’s going to be really good for 
the community.”

Although the city did not originally 
have funds specifically allocated for 
the technology additions, Tomball 
City Manager George Shackelford said 
officials were able to purchase the new 
equipment with $40,000 in budget 
reserves.

During a Feb. 16 City Council meet-
ing, Tidwell gave a presentation about 
the pros and cons of body-worn camera 
implementation and cited a research 
study conducted by the Police Executive 
Research Forum and U.S. Department 
of Justice during the past few years. 
The study used information gathered 
from more than 250 police departments 
throughout the country that use body-
worn cameras. 
Full story by Liza Winkler

TOP STORIES

NEWS

Local legislators 
focused on property 
tax relief due to 
rising home values

A DIVERSIFIED 
WORKFORCE

The manufacturing industry in Tomball and Magnolia 
has grown steadily throughout the past few years. 
With the oil price decline since mid-2014, industry 
experts remain optimistic the manufacturing sector will 
continue to grow in the future.

Source: North American Industry Classification System

THE MANUFACTURING SECTOR  
MAKES UP ABOUT 

8.45% OF THE  
TOTAL WORKFORCE

Of the more than 54,000 jobs in 
Tomball and Magnolia

2008 2013 % growth

Total jobs in  
Tomball/
Magnolia

48,764 54,192 11%

Manufacturing 3,659 4,563 25%

TOMBALL Despite steady growth in 
the Greater Houston area oil and gas 
industry over the past few years, several 
large-scale manufacturing companies 
with branches in Tomball and Mag-
nolia have announced companywide 
layoffs because of the shift in the oil 
and gas climate since mid-2014.

With 29,000 total employees, Nabors 
Industries—which operates subsidiary 
company Canrig Drilling Technology in 
Magnolia—announced 3,480 layoffs. In 
addition, Baker Hughes announced plans 
to cut 7,000 jobs from a total workforce 
of 62,000, and Weatherford Interna-
tional announced plans to reduce its 
60,000-employee workforce by 8,000 jobs.

Melanie Kania, enterprise media 
relations specialist for Baker Hughes, 
said the company’s decision to reduce 
workforce numbers and spending across 
the board was difficult but important 
to remain competitive in the economic 

CY-FAIR Law enforcement officials in 
Harris County could have additional  
tools to address noise pollution if a new 
law is passed by the Legislature this  
session. 

State Rep. Patricia Harless, R-Spring, 
filed House Bill 153 in November after 
hearing numerous complaints from 
constituents about music and noise in 
her district. In particular, noise from 
the Something Wicked Festival at Sam 
Houston Race Park in late October gen-
erated multiple concerns from nearby 
residents. 

“The bass and the music was very loud,” 
Harless said. “It was on a Saturday night 
and Sunday night until 2 in the morning. 
I was getting literally hundreds of calls 
[from] as far as Huntwick [Forest].” 

Unlike the city of Houston and other 
municipalities, Harris County does 
not have the power to pass ordinances. 
Instead, county governments in Texas 
can only pass regulations that have first 
been approved by the state Legislature. 

environment. Kania declined to com-
ment on any location-specific layoff 
numbers for Baker Hughes, including the 
Tomball campus.

“Oil and gas market conditions have 
become increasingly challenging,” 
Kania said.
Full story by Liza Winkler

Therefore, the county can only rely on 
the state’s noise ordinance to police             
noisy disruptions.

“It’s not that you can’t have noise, it’s 
that you can’t have noise above a certain 
decibel level,” said Barbara Thomason, 
president of the Houston Northwest 
Chamber of Commerce. “It’s no different 
than what the city of Houston has, and I 
think it’s a good thing to have.”
Full story by Marie Leonard and Matt Stephens

State Rep. Patricia Harless, R-Spring, 
has filed legislation that would allow 
county commissioners to regulate 
noise in Harris County. 

City of Houston 
ordinance: 
Allows for 65 decibels 
during the day and 58 
decibels at night

Proposed Harris County ordinance: 
Would allow for 85 decibels at a distance 
of 50 feet from a property

What’s that noise?

At 90-95 decibels, health 
professionals say long-term 
or continuous exposure to 
such noise may result in 
hearing loss.

Sources: National Institute on Deafness & Communication Disorders
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Full stories online at impactnews.com

MISD gears up for International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Programme course options in 2016-17 

Copperfield’s Books

Pinehurst

The Wooden Spoke
MAGNOLIA Often referred to by 
customers as “Big Mike,” owner Mike 
Gray begins his days at 5 a.m. and drives 
about 45 minutes from his Navasota 
home to The Wooden Spoke in Mag-
nolia. Mike settles into the barn and 
covered eating area he handcrafted 
for the restaurant, fires up the pit and 
cooks for customers until he leaves for 
home after 9 p.m. six days each week.

“I’m a hardworking man,” Mike said. 
“I believe in being fair. I believe in my 
customers getting a value and having a 
good experience when they come and eat. 
I try to meet and greet every one of my 
customers and put a personal touch on it.”

For about 35 years Mike worked as a 
maintenance technician but decided to 
shift gears after undergoing four back 
surgeries and nearly requiring a fifth one. 
From 2008-11, Mike and his sister Mary-
lin operated a restaurant in Huntsville 
that served barbecue and other dishes 
until they opted to find a more visible 
location. 

In November 2012, The Wooden 
Spoke was born when Mike and Marylin 
ventured into Magnolia and set up their 
barbecue food trailer along FM 2978.
Full story by Liza Winkler

SPRING More than 20 years ago as a 
teenager working at Copperfield’s Books, 
Tiffany Smith often dreamed with her 
mother, Donna Maxwell, of owning 
a shop like Copperfield’s one day. 

“My mom and I always just loved the 
store from even back then,” Smith said. 
“We would joke that if it ever went out of 
business, we’d buy it.” 

So when the shop posted a sign notify-
ing the community it was going out of 
business in early 2014, Maxwell brought 
the idea back to her daughter. 

“At first I laughed and said, ‘Sure mom, 
because with our jobs and three kids, this 
is something we can just take on,’” Smith 
said. “I mentioned it to my husband really 
as more of a joke. . .But a few days later 
he sends me a text, ‘You know, I’ve been 
thinking about that bookstore.’” 

So the couple met with owner Vir-
ginia Schammerhorn—the original 
owner who had opened the shop with 
her husband in the late ’80s or early 
’90s—and after some research on small 
bookstores, they bought the store by 
the end of February 2014 and began 
renovations before reopening the shop 
on April 5, 2014. 
Full story by Matt Stephens

MAGNOLIA In an effort to offer 
another avenue for college preparatory 
curriculum, Magnolia ISD admin-
istrators are in the process of apply-
ing for authorization to become the 
first district in Montgomery County 
to offer the International Bacca-
laureate Diploma Programme. 

Beginning in the 2016-17 school year, 
juniors at both Magnolia High School 
and Magnolia West High School will 
have an opportunity to enroll in the 
internationally-recognized program, 
MISD Communications Director Denise 
Meyers said. The program will encom-
pass new juniors and advancing seniors 
for the 2017-18 school year and all upper-
classmen moving forward.

“Parents have been attending [informa-
tion sessions] about the program,” MISD 
board President Deborah Rose Miller 
said. “This is just one more option that we 
give our students out there. With just the 
program itself, it’s huge what it does for a 
school district.”

If MISD receives authorization from IB 
personnel this fall, both high schools will 
join a small group of fewer than 60 public 
schools in Texas, including Klein Oak High 
School and Humble High School, that are 
authorized to offer the program. 

Anita Hebert, MISD assistant superin-
tendent of curriculum, said the IB courses 
will serve as a complement to the existing 
Advanced Placement Program. 

Brenda Marfin, MISD director of 
social studies and advanced academics, 
said 22 teachers are being trained this 
semester and next school year to teach 
the IB curriculum in addition to other 
standard-level classes at the high schools.

The IB program open enrollment 
period will begin in spring 2016 through 
the regular course selection process for 
any junior-level students, Hebert said. 
Students will decide whether to enroll in 
individual IB courses for college credit or 
pursue the full IB diploma recognized at 
universities across the nation, she said.
Full story by Liza Winkler

TOMBALL When traveling along    
Hwy. 249 from Tomball to Magnolia, 
drivers may often pass through Pinehu-
rst without realizing the history behind 
the area’s many ranches and open land 
dating back more than a century.

Chris Hardee, a fourth-generation resi-
dent of the Pinehurst area, said he grew 
up hearing stories about Pinehurst’s his-
tory from his parents and grandparents.

“There were a lot of German families 
in Tomball and when they got here, they 
settled along Spring Creek,” Hardee said. 
“Decker Prairie was the big town. Later 
the railroads [went through] Tomball, 
Magnolia and Pinehurst and got those 
towns going.” 

The Pinehurst area has not been incor-
porated as a city and is officially known 
as a Census Designated Place. Pinehurst 
homes are zoned to schools in either 
Tomball ISD or Magnolia ISD, and the 
area’s closest claim to local government is 
its post office. 

When Pinehurst was first settled in 
the late 1800s, there were six or seven 
families in the area, Hardee said. As of 

the 2010 U.S. Census tallies, there are 
now an estimated 4,600 people living 
in the area. Hardee’s grandfather,  
William Christopher Brautigam, was 
one of the first generation of residents 
to call Pinehurst home. 

“My grandfather started his ranch 
in Pinehurst, and he started a [general] 
store in 1926,” Hardee said. “They had 
the only telephone [in Pinehurst], and 
they also claim to have been [similar 
to] the first 7-Eleven [store concept in 
the area]. Even though [residents] went 
to sleep, when emergencies came, they 
would go to the store at night and wake 
them up to use the phone.” 
Full story by Wendy Cawthon
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needed over the course of 40 years, said 
Tim Welbes, co-president of the Develop-
ment Company. 

“If you take a master plan and say ‘You 
have planned everything,’ in reality, with the 
amount of land that we have owned over the 
years, opportunities have presented them-
selves,” he said. 

For example, the proximity of Lone Star 
Community College on Hwy. 242 led to 
the renaming of the area as College Park, 
Welbes said. Meanwhile, aging Woodlands 
residents prompted a 55-and-over develop-
ment near the college, and the Development 
Company then built a bridge so the resi-
dents could enjoy the college grounds. 

“[Development is] planned, but a lot of 
that plan is opportunistic when something 
happens—and that’s applicable to East Shore 
and Hughes Landing,” he said. “The ques-
tion we faced was ‘Where was the demand?’ 
We had a much stronger demand for resi-
dential, so we used [East Shore] for residen-
tial. Any one of those parcels could have had 
the opposite use.”

Hughes Landing is a 66-acre development 
on the northeast shore of Lake Woodlands 
that features several office buildings, retail, 
a hotel and an apartment complex. Many of 
the projects are either now open or will open 
this year.

Welbes said developable land owned 
by the Development Company is subject 
to change in use with the effects of time 
and population growth. The Development 
Company had to consider at what point the 
population could support a shopping mall, 
for example, before The Woodlands Mall 
opened in 1994.

“Every square inch that you see was never 
planned, but the plan was always to re-plan 
as we go along with certain givens,” Welbes 
said. “Each village has a standard axiom of 
development.” 

If the original plan to include a population 
of 150,000 people was followed, The Wood-
lands would have a higher population den-
sity with more congestion and more traffic, 
Tough said.

“The roadways had right of way all the 
way planned into it,” Tough said. “All of the 

Build-Out
Continued from | 1

arteries in the roadway had been planned, 
and it would fit that estimated [population] 
amount [150,000]. It was always planned to 
be a denser demographic development.”

Welbes said residential development in 
The Woodlands will take longer to build out 
than commercial projects.

“The build-out is market-driven as to the 
completion of residential and commercial 
[projects],” he said. “We foresee commercial 
to take more years than residential. With the 
current volume of residential, we will likely 
see a decline [in residential growth] in three 
to five years. With commercial, [the pace 
of development] is based on market condi-
tions.” 

Multifamily developments
The Development Company has turned 

away multifamily home developers in favor 
of more commercial development, said 
Patricia Mancillas, community director with 
The Towers Woodland apartments at FM 

1488 and I-45.
“[The Woodlands is] a very smart con-

cept,” Mancillas said. “[The Development 
Company] just does not open it up to mul-
tifamily [facilities]. They’ll open it up for 
commercial. They have control over that.”

She said the demand for housing inside 
The Woodlands is high, while there is a sur-
plus of housing just outside of The Wood-
lands. Apartment complexes on the outskirts 
of The Woodlands are offering concessions, 
such as $500 bonuses and lower rent prices 
to lure prospective residents, she said. 

“It’s a seller’s market in The Woodlands 
proper,” Mancillas said. “It’s hard to find a 
home inside The Woodlands. If you find it, 
you’re going to spend 10 percent more than 
what it’s worth just to have it. [The Develop-
ment Company] is trying to limit its com-
petition, but what happened was it drove 
everybody to the outskirts—as close as they 
could get without actually being inside The 
Woodlands proper.”

Perception of development
Residents who are fed up with pervasive 

construction and widening roads might 
wrongly blame overdevelopment, said Ted 
Stanley, president of the College Park Vil-
lage Association. 

“I don’t think the Development Company 
is building or selling any more than they 
intended to,” Stanley said. “[The develop-
ment] may have been revved up.”

Stanley said some miscommunication 
could exist between real estate agents and 
homebuyers in regard to land development 
near a buyer’s new home. He said commu-
nication could be better from the Develop-
ment Company as well in telling residents 
that the company is adhering to the original 
standards of development, to assuage fears 
that development is occurring at an abnor-
mal pace. 

“I think it’s up to [The Woodlands Town-
ship] and those of us in the government 
aspect of leadership with the township to 

DRAWING TO A CLOSE
THE WOODLANDS

GREEN SPACE IN THE WOODLANDS
The Woodlands features nine residential villages, with the Village of Grogan’s Mill the first to open and the 
Village of Creekside Park the last to be built. The entirety of The Woodlands is 28,000 acres, with nearly 8,000 
acres allocated for green space. 

“TWENTY-EIGHT PERCENT 
GREEN SPACE IS THE 
HIGHEST PERCENTAGE 
IN TEXAS FOR MASTER-
PLANNED COMMUNITIES.”  
—PAUL LAYNE, EXECUTIVE VICE 
PRESIDENT OF MASTER-PLANNED 
COMMUNITIES FOR THE HOWARD 
HUGHES CORPORATION

GREEN SPACE INCLUDES
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Source: The Woodlands 
Development Company
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Source: The Woodlands 
Development Company

work with the developer to stick to as true 
to the guidelines as possible,” Stanley said. “I 
think that would go a long way in helping 
the perception and the reality as well.”

Resident concerns regarding new devel-
opment may occur as well when they see 
development in areas where The Woodlands 
guidelines do not apply, such as in Shenan-
doah, Stanley said. He said the Development 
Company has adhered to the standards it 
has defined. 

“George Mitchell’s vision is being upheld,” 
Stanley said. “His vision was to develop a 
place where people can work, play and live. I 
think in that aspect that is part of the origi-
nal vision. I think it’s becoming more real 
now. I think that people forget the periph-
eral areas are not The Woodlands.”

Disclosure maps that define the areas and 
type of development are available to home-
buyers when they purchase a home, Welbes 
said. The maps show what will be built in the 
area surrounding a buyer’s new home.  

Heritage Texas Properties agent and 
broker Haley Garcia said real estate agents 
communicate to prospective homebuy-
ers regarding zoning and platted reserves. 
The real estate agents also provide buyers 
resources to further investigate the property 
and nearby development, she said. 

“The buyer has to be responsible for their 
own due diligence,” she said. “Continue to 
dig if you’re overly concerned. If we come 
up with something, we’ll always share it 
with the buyer. If you’re worried about X, 
Y and Z, we will provide all of the informa-
tion that we have and help them continue to 
research.” 

Where some buyers sometimes run into 
problems is when a buyer’s property abuts 
private land, she said.

“Privately owned land—you don’t know 
because even if you speak with a private 
owner he could change his mind [about how 
to develop it],” she said. “Most of The Wood-
lands is pretty protected. There are very few 

areas that are not already zoned and platted.” 

Future development
Market conditions will tell how soon The 

Woodlands will build out commercially, 
said Alex Sutton, co-president of the Devel-
opment Company. 

“The plan for Town Center is a continu-
ation of the mixed-use, pedestrian-friendly 
urban development program already well 
underway,” he said. “Uses include office, 
retail, hospitality and both rental and for-
sale high-density residential product.”

A new residential high-rise condomin-
ium is being built in Town Center on the 
Waterway next to the [under construction] 
Westin Hotel. 

Further Creekside Park development 
will include residential and the completion 
of the Village Center, including food ser-
vice establishments and retailers, said Paul 
Layne, executive vice president of master-
planned communities for the Howard 

Hughes Corporation.
Layne said LSC-Tomball’s Creekside Cen-

ter, Tomball ISD school and an additional 
place of worship are also planned for Creek-
side Park.

“Additional growth will be driven by 
demand, like office build-to-suits,” he said.

The Woodlands has another 1,712 acres 
of undeveloped land. Whether that land 
will be used for commercial or residen-
tial growth depends on market conditions, 
Welbes said. Additionally, The Development 
Company will consider purchasing more 
land for future development.

“We are vigilant in seeking acquisition 
opportunities,” Welbes said. “We have been 
and will continue to do so.” 

The Woodlands is about 90 
percent built out with 26,715 
acres of land being used or sold 
as residential or commercial 
development. This map shows 
the acreage in The Woodlands 
that is sold or being used as well 
as what acreage—1,712 acres—
is remaining inventory. There 
are 878 acres left of residential 
development and 834 acres 
of commercial land left in The 
Woodlands. 

Source: The Woodlands Development Company

DISCLOSURE 
MAPS

LAND SOLD AND LAND REMAINING

Potential Woodlands 
homebuyers can access 
maps that define how areas 
around their homes will 
be developed. Information 
regarding surrounding 
development can be 
accessed at the following 
website:  
  
www.thewoodlands.net  

If the map is not available, 
homebuyers can contact 
either the property owner 
or the Montgomery County 
engineer at 936-539-7833.

If the homebuyer has the 
address, and if the property 
owner has submitted plans 
for approval, the county 
engineer will advise of the 
plans for the property.

Source: Montgomery County 
Engineer
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What do you think about how The Woodlands has been 
developed?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll

Visit Visit Visit 
market market market 
reports reports reports 
on our on our on our 
websitewebsitewebsite

LET US PREPARE A CUSTOMIZED MARKET 
ANALYSIS OF YOUR HOME

Direct: 713-256-4998 Offi ce: 281-367-7770

Michele@MicheleFlory.com • www.MicheleFlory.com

Data Source: Houston Association of Realtors
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FM 2978 WIDENING 
ONE ROAD, TWO SECTIONS

MOTOR VEHICLE SALES AND RENTAL TAX revenue is expected to increase annually as more 
people move to Texas and additional vehicles are sold in the state. State legislators and  
transportation officials predict that if SB5 and SJR5 pass, it would generate about $2 billion 
annually or more into the SHF. 

SENATE BILL 5 
+ JOINT RESOLUTION 5

MANDATORY $2.5 BILLION
TO GENERAL REVENUE FUND

REMAINING $2.5 BILLION
TO STATE HIGHWAY FUND

FIRST $5 BILLION 
IN MOTOR VEHICLE SALES AND RENTAL TAXES

+ ADDITIONAL REVENUE 
      SPLIT EVENLY BETWEEN GRF AND SHF

To make up for the estimated annual $5 billion shortfall in transportation 
funding, the Texas Senate has proposed a bill and joint resolution to amend the 
constitution to commit vehicle sales and rental tax revenue above $2.5 billion a 
year to the State Highway Fund. Additional revenue beyond $2.5 billion will be 
split evenly between general revenue fund and the SHF.

Additional money to the SHF can be used only
• For the acquisition of rights of way
• For the construction and maintenance of non-tolled  

roads and bridges
• To pay off Prop. 12 transportation debt ($300M per year)

ESTIMATED FUTURE REVENUE (In billions)

2014

2015

2016

2017

FY
$4.21ACTUAL

$4.62

$4.90

$5.22

$6$0 $3$1 $4$2 $5

$4.21 
BILLION

Fiscal Year 2014

8.3%
of the state’s FY 2014 revenue came 
from motor vehicle sales and rental 

tax, making it the third-largest source 
of revenue for the state 

is the amount of revenue  
collected from motor vehicle 

sales and rental tax in FY 2014Sources: Houston-Galveston Area Council, Texas Comptroller’s Office, Texas Senate

Texas voters passed Prop. 1 
with 80 percent approval, which 
amended the state constitution to 
authorize the redirection of half 
of the revenue generated from 
severance taxes levied on oil and 
gas extraction—ordinarily depos-
ited into the Economic Stabiliza-
tion Fund, or Rainy Day Fund—
to the State Highway Fund. 

A total of $1.7 billion was 
deposited into the SHF for 

Prop. 1
Continued from | 1

use in 2015. A little more than  
$278 million of that $1.7 billion 
has been allocated to TxDOT’s 
Houston district, according to the 
H-GAC.

“Some of the priority projects 
identified were advanced by two 
or three years, and one of the 
projects was sped up by 20 years,” 
Clark said. “In every case, the 
Prop. 1 funds are enabling us to 
do these projects sooner and in 
some cases, at all.”

FM 2978
The FM 2978 corridor is one 

of the three projects in Mont-
gomery County expected to 
receive long-anticipated mobil-
ity improvements in late 2015 or 
early 2016.

“Growth in the Greater Tom-
ball-Magnolia-The Woodlands 
area is producing significant con-
gestion, and additional Prop. 1 
funds will ensure there is no gap 
in the widening of the FM 2978 
corridor from two to four lanes,” 
H-GAC Program Manager David 

Wurdlow said.
The two-lane FM 2978 widen-

ing project from Conroe Huff-
smith Road to Dry Creek will be 
constructed with $4.4 million in 
Prop. 1 funds, Wurdlow said. 

Directly north of the  
Prop. 1-funded project, the 
H-GAC Transportation Policy 
Council identified $12.5 million 
in 2013 for another FM 2978 
two-lane widening project from 
FM 1488 to south of Dry Creek, 
he said. 

The northern segment will not 

be funded through Prop 1. The 
project will instead receive 80 
percent of its funding through 
federal Surface Transportation 
Program funds, and TxDOT will 
provide a 20 percent funding 
match, Wurdlow said.

TxDOT Public Information 
Officer Danny Perez said both FM 
2978 projects are scheduled to go 
out for bid this fall pending envi-
ronmental approval. Construction 
could begin on the two segments 
shortly afterward in winter 2015 or 
early 2016, he said.

“It was chosen by the [H-GAC] 
Metropolitan Planning Organiza-
tion to allow for the construction 
of the whole corridor since the 
section north of [the Prop. 1 proj-
ect] from FM 1488 to south of Dry 
Creek was funded,” Perez said.

Other projects
The priority projects that will 

receive Prop. 1 funds in 2015 were 
broken down into three categories.

Major highway reconstruction 
projects are the most expensive. 
The projects in this category 
include the $98 million widen-
ing of Hwy. 290 in Harris County 
from west of Bauer Road to FM 
2920 and the $93 million wid-
ening of Hwy. 59 in Fort Bend 
County from west of Spur 10 to 
Darst Road.

Seven projects—two each in 
Harris, Montgomery and Fort 

RECLAIM YOUR LIFE
OUR MISSION

To provide comprehensive, personalized, evidence based 
gynecologic oncology care to women

WE OFFER CARE TO ALL WOMEN WITH A GYNECOLOGIC ONCOLOGY CONDITION

• Evaluation and treatment of ovarian, uterine,
 cervical, vaginal and vulvar cancers
• Evaluation and treatment of cervical and 
 vaginal dysplasia
• Evaluation and treatment of vulvar intraepithelial
 neoplasia
• Evaluation of complex adnexal or pelvic masses
• Evaluation of postmenopausal bleeding
• Second opinions
• Risk reducing surgery for BRCA and Lynch 
 gene mutations.

COMMON 
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PROVIDE

OFFICE LOCATIONS

17521 St Luke’s Way
Suite 180
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Suite 202

Kingwood, TX 77339
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Suite 106

Houston, TX 77090

SCHEDULING 
936-447-9490 (o�  ce) • 832-442-4657 (fax) • Ghpmagynonc.com
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ADDRESSING TRANSPORTATION NEEDS 
STATE SEN. BRANDON CREIGHTON, R-CONROE

Bend counties as well as one in 
Galveston County—fall into the 
second category of interchanges 
and other highway reconstruc-
tion. Included in this category in 
Montgomery County is the $3.9 
million construction project that 
will add two frontage lanes along 
Hwy. 59 from north of FM 2090 
to south of the East River. 

Harris County projects in this 
category include adding auxil-
iary lanes and widening bridges 
along Beltway 8 from I-45 to 
Hwy. 59 for $26 million. 

The final three projects fall 
under the last category of high-
way rehabilitation. This includes 
the base repair and overlay on FM 
3083 in Conroe for $3.96 million.

“These are projects that are 
ready to go,” Wurdlow said. “The 
designs are ready, the environ-
mental reviews are mostly com-
pleted or nearing completion 
and they meet all the require-
ments for any project receiving 
Prop. 1 funding.”

Funding a shortfall
Although the Houston region 

will receive $278 million more 
for road construction projects 
with the passage of Prop. 1, 
transportation officials say more 
money is needed to keep up with 
increasing infrastructure costs. 

TxDOT estimates its unmet 
annual transportation needs are 
about $5 billion, which includes 
$1 billion for recurring main-
tenance, $3 billion for mobil-
ity  projects and $1 billion for 
repairs related to increased 
energy sector activity.

The Texas comptroller has 
estimated that about $1.2 bil-
lion statewide will be available 
through Prop. 1 funds in fiscal 
year 2016 and slightly more than 
that in fiscal year 2017, which 
represents about $500 million 
less than what was allocated in 
2015, Clark said. 

Even if funds from Prop. 1 
stayed at $1.7 billion a year, it 
would only amount to about 
one-third of the money TxDOT 
needs each year to keep up with 
routine road 
maintenance.

In an effort 
to make up for 
the approxi-
mately $3.5 bil-
lion needed—in 
addition to Prop. 
1 funds—to 
fund transporta-
tion annually in 
the state, newly 
elected Gov. 
Greg Abbott and 
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick have called on 
the state Legislature to find ways to 
increase transportation funding 
by $4 billion annually.

An option under consideration 
is Senate Bill 5 and Senate Joint 
Resolution 5, which were authored 
by state Sen. Robert Nichols, 

R–Jacksonville, who heads the 
Senate Transportation Committee.

The proposed legislation—
which was approved by the Sen-
ate Transportation Committee 

on Feb. 25 in an 8–1 vote—would 
allocate the first $2.5 billion col-
lected by the motor vehicle sales 
and rental tax to the general rev-
enue fund as it does under cur-
rent law and the next $2.5 billion 
each year would be dedicated to 
the SHF. 

Additional revenue in excess of 
$5 billion would be split evenly 
between the two accounts. 

Funds allocated to the SHF 
from motor vehicle sales and 

rental tax rev-
enue could only 
be used for the 
acquisition of 
right of way, 
c o n s t r u c t i o n 
and mainte-
nance of non-
tolled roads and 
bridges, and 
to pay off gen-
eral revenue 
transportation-
related debt.

“With the things we are plan-
ning for this session to help fund 
transportation, we will be able 
to add about $4.1 billion to the 
[SHF] annually,” said state Sen. 
Lois Kolkhorst, R–Brenham, who 
also sits on the Senate Transpor-
tation Committee.

Kolkhorst said the proposed 
legislation is expected to gener-
ate about $2 billion a year for the 
SHF, and as the state’s popula-
tion continues to grow and more 
people purchase vehicles, that 
amount will increase. 

SB5 and SJR5 were passed by 
the Senate on March 4 in a 28-2 
vote. The proposed legislation 
will now move to the House for 
a vote. 

Should the legislation be 
passed by the House, it would be 
placed on the November ballot 
for voter approval. 

If approved by voters, the ded-
ication of funds as stipulated by 
the proposed legislation would 
begin in the 2018–19 biennium.

Additional reporting by Brian Walzel

Transportation experts say the state 
needs $5 billion annually to keep up 
with transportation needs. What is 
the legislature doing this session to 
increase funding for transportation?

With the rapid growth in our population, finding 
meaningful transportation solutions is vital. This is 
why the first piece of legislation we passed in the 
Texas Senate this session was SB 5. This legislation 
will bring our state one step closer to constitutionally 
dedicating funds toward building and fixing our state 
highways. Without raising the motor vehicle sales tax, 
the state should generate an additional $2.5 billion 
per year for transportation and mobility funding. 

How will this help Montgomery 
County? And why is Montgomery 
County in such need of funding help?

Montgomery County will increase from 550,000 to 
1 million residents within 20 years or less. No road 
bonds have been passed in our county since 2005. 
While we are working on state solutions to our growing 
transportation needs, local solutions will be needed 

to prevent our local economic engine from gaining a 
negative stigma that would be difficult to correct. 

Why is there such a need to increase 
transportation funding?

Montgomery County is the 31st fastest-growing 
county in the nation. The Federal Highway Trust 
Fund Act is projected to be running a shortage in the 
billions. At the state level, the Texas Department of 
Transportation is only receiving a fraction of what [it 
is] requesting to advance current shovel-ready proj-
ects. In 1965, transportation represented 30 percent 
of our Texas budget. Today, [transportation makes 
up] less than 12 percent. Mobility is a direct tie to job 
creation and expanding the tax base. 

Adversely, traffic [congestion] is a business and 
property value killer. Moving people, goods and ser-
vices from one place to another is an essential func-
tion of government, and we must stay ahead of growth 
to support our economic engine. Smart planning with 
strong safeguards for the taxpayer will be critical for 
success.
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“Some of the priority projects 
identified were advanced by two 
or three years, and one of the 
projects was sped up by 20 years. 
In every case, the Prop. 1 funds are 
enabling us to do these projects 
sooner and in some cases, at all.”

—Alan Clark, director of transportation planning, H-GAC

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

HYUNDAI

1-888-251-8370TOLL
FREE:www.ConroeHyundai.com

Exit Hwy 105 go North to Wilson Rd.  We are located at I-45 North and Wilson Rd.

All prices plus TT&L Pictures and colors for illustration only. 1) on Select New 2014 and 2015 Hyundais In Stock. 2), 3) 75 Month Chase Bank Financing,  3.9% APR 20% Down and 1st Month Payment of 2) $293.41 3) 196.44, + TT&L, With 
Approved Credit. Some applicable rebates/ incentives may change due to rebate/incentive changes made by manufacturer after release of publication of this ad.
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Several To Choose

$19,733
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GENESIS SEDAN
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Choose

Sale Price $25,139 Less $500 HMA Bonus Cash

Sale Price $21,733 Less $1000 HMA Bonus Cash, Less $1000 March Event Cash

on Select New 2014/2015 Hyundais

$37,013 Sale Price $18,955 Less $1750 HMA Bonus Cash, Less $1000 March Event Cash 

20% OFF 
MSRP
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY YEARLY DWI FISCAL YEAR TOTALS

Drinking and driving in Montgomery County 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY FATAL Auto CRASHES BY YEAR (INTOXICATED MANSLAUGHTER)

1. Montgomery County    
2. Harris County    
3. Liberty County     

4. Walker County    
5. Waller County

5 10 15

The following data shows the number of DWI cases and fatal accidents in 
the past five years for Montgomery County. While the number of DWI cases 
and fatal accidents hit an all-time high in 2012, DWI cases and cases of 
intoxicated manslaughter have decreased since then.

Source: Montgomery County District Attorney’s Office

Source: Tx-Dot
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Montgomery County 
was listed as having the 9th highest amount of alcohol-related 

crashes and injuries in Texas in 2013.

Senior Sgt. Jason 
Moore of the Montgom-
ery County sheriff ’s office 
agreed with Pullen and said 
anytime there is growth in 
a community, crimes such 
as DWIs tend to increase. 
However, Moore said there 
has also been an increase in 
law enforcement personnel 
who are able to make more 
arrests that could not have 
been made before. 

“While you see an increase 
in these crimes, you also see an 
increase in personnel,” Moore 
said. “It’s a fine balance. We’ve 
added eight more deputies across 
the district this past year.”

Moore said that with the 
added deputies and the extra 
patrols that are coordinated by 
the Montgomery County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office, more 
DWI occurrences are found, and 
more arrests can be made.

DWI legalities 
Morgan Bourque, a criminal 

DWIs
Continued from | 1

Statistics below show the number officer responses to DWIs taken from a patrol 
activity report from The Woodlands Township Law Enforcement Services. The 
Woodlands as whole has also experienced an increase in DWI cases since 2013.

How much IS 
TOO MUCH?

DWI calls over the past five years in The Woodlands

DWI calls for service in 2014, The Woodlands by village

Source: The Woodlands Township Law Enforcement Services

defense attorney in The Wood-
lands, said since he has been 
involved with handling DWI cases 
in the past five to seven years, he 
has noticed an increase in cases.

“I’ve been around DWIs and 
the criminal world since I’ve been 
licensed,” Bourque said. “In my 
experience I perceive there’s been 
an increase. However, the tests 
that are given when you get pulled 
over are hard to pass—there’s been 
flaws in the system.”

Deputy Cantu from the Mont-
gomery County sheriff ’s office, 
who declined to provide his first 
name, said while there could be 
efforts made to improve the DWI 

testing process, law enforce-
ment is doing the best it can.

“You can always make a bet-
ter system,” he said. “But we 
do what we can with what we 
have. There has been growth 
in The Woodlands, more busi-
nesses opening up and we’ve 
seen more alcohol [consump-
tion].”

Bourque said there are three 
field sobriety tests that a police 
officer administers after pull-
ing someone over. Those 
include a horizontal gaze 
test, a walk-and-turn test 
and a one-legged stand. On 

each test, the officer looks for 
certain indicators of intoxication. 

If proof of intoxication is found, 
then an arrest can be made, 
Bourque said.

“DWIs happen because people 
drink more than they should, or 
they’ll drink but they won’t be 
intoxicated,” Bourque said. “If an 
officer stops you and smells alco-
hol, it’s not seen in the best light. 
But the tests are hard to pass even 
[for] a sober person—you don’t 
know what clues they’re looking 
for.”

 “A lot of times [the test involves] 
just following instructions, and it’s 
going to be very difficult for an 
intoxicated person to concentrate,” 
Cantu said. “When they’re told to 
walk heel-to-toe, they’ll take one 
or two steps and say they’re done.”

Montgomery County Assistant 
District Attorney Tyler Dunman 
said when officers make an arrest 
they give the suspect an oppor-
tunity for a blood or breath test, 
which are indicators of intoxica-
tion levels. 

Cantu said the tests are 
designed to be challenging for a 
driver who is potentially intoxi-
cated.

“If the person refuses the 
test, then our office is con-
tacted, and we put out a search 
warrant to require a sample 
of their blood,” Dunman said. 

300

250

70

60

50

40

30

20

10 2011

2012

2013

2014

2010

200

150

50

100

0

0

2010

1 4

2012

3 6 8 9

2011

2

0

5 7

2013 2014

CA
LL

S
CA

LL
S

55

34 34

15
13

10
14

9
1

66

187

284

195

157

1. Grogan’s Mill
2. Panther Creek
3. Indian Springs

4. Sterling Ridge
5. Alden Bridge
6. Cochran’s Crossing

7. College Park
8. Town Center
9. Creekside Park 
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WHAT IS THE PENALTY? 

BLOOD ALCOHOL LEVEL

“We submit [the 
search warrant] 
to a judge and, if 
probable cause is 
found, it is then 
signed, and a nurse 
takes the blood sam-

ple.”
Dunman said the No Refusal 

program speeds up the process of 
law enforcement receiving blood 
draws when the program is imple-
mented during holidays and week-
ends, and law enforcement  is able 
to quickly receive test results from 
the individual.

The No Refusal program allows 
law enforcement to obtain search 
warrants for blood samples from 
someone suspected of drunk driv-
ing if the driver refuses to submit 
to sobriety tests.

“We have a judge, nurse and 
prosecutor centrally located and 
everyone does their parts,” Dun-
man said. “[The No Refusal pro-
gram] just expedites the process of 
getting the search warrant for the 
blood.”

DWI fatalities 
Although there are a variety of 

penalties for drunk driving and 
driving under the influence, some 
Montgomery County residents 
say judges should be tougher on 
offenders.

Margaret Smith lives in Mont-
gomery and founded DWI Tracker 
after a drunk driver killed her 
18-year-old daughter, Meghann 
Smith, in 2008. 

The volunteer-based organi-
zation has about 45–50 active 
members who work with law 
enforcement throughout Mont-
gomery County by driving spe-
cially marked vehicles installed 

TEXAS DWI/DUI PENALTIES

TEXAS BAC LIMITS

with a camera to help catch drunk 
drivers. Volunteers also act as 
speakers to spread the word about 
DWIs.

“Judges need to be harder, even 
if it’s someone’s first [offense],” 
Smith said. “When I see offenders, 
I’ll see some with tears in their eyes 
and some who don’t even care. It’s 
just how our society is, and it won’t 
change until it hits another family.”

Smith said she believes over-
serving at bars and people not tak-
ing responsibility for their actions 
are what cause DWIs and the rea-
sons for the rise in accidents and 
arrests.

“People will say they are [sober] 
and that they can drive and then 
our loved ones are traveling on the 
roadways,” she said. “People don’t 
think and take action. I also think 
there’s a lot of over-serving in bars 
going on. I’m not saying they are 
all that way, but many won’t stop 
serving if it’s money on their plate.”

DWI solutions
The Montgomery County Bar 

Owners Alliance was formed in 
2012 after there were allegations 
of overserving at bars, said Chip 
Jackson , one of its founders.

“Other bar owners and myself 
founded the organization to let the 
community know that it’s not okay 
to drink and drive,” said Jackson, 
who owns Tewbeleux’s Sports Bar 
& Grill in Spring. “While we can’t 
control what people do, we can 
promote responsible drinking.”

The organization started its 
campaign with about a dozen bars 
involved, some of which include 
Exit 73, The Goose’s Acre and 
Rookie’s Sports Bar and Grill. 

The group enacted a designated 
driver program, in which desig-
nated drivers get a wristband at 
bars and get free food and non-
alcoholic drinks. The group also 
partnered with taxi companies and 

bus services to get people home 
safely. 

Jackson said that since 2012 
there have been changes in the 
program and some establishments 
are no longer involved, but some 
local programs still exist, like the 
designated driver program at Tew-
beleux’s.

“The whole idea is for people 
to go out and have a fun, respon-
sible time so they get home safe 
and come back again,” Jackson 
said. “The last thing we want is for 
people to get hurt or hurt others. 
And I do think law enforcement 
has stepped up its effort to catch 
drunk drivers.”

Moore said that as long as 
the county and The Woodlands 
Township keep recognizing the 
need for law enforcement, DWIs 
can continue to be processed by 
officers. 

“The best way to stop 
DWIs is to keep up the 
enforcement,” Moore 
said. “If the county and 
township recognize 
the need for manpower 
then this will allow offi-
cers to look out for 
DWI drivers.”

Pullen said police 
officers in The Wood-
lands have not stopped 
their efforts to decrease 
DWIs and other law enforcement 
agencies have shown support.

“We’re doing the best we can,” he 
said. “The [district attorney] 
has been excellent, and 
the courts have assisted 
as well. We just want 
to send a message of 
letting people know 
[drunk driving] is not 
worth it.”

DRINKS BODY WEIGHT IN POUNDS INFLUENCED
100 120 140 160 180 200 220 240

1 0.05 0.04 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.02 0.02 0.02 POSSIBLY 
IMPAIRED2 0.09 0.08 0.07 0.06 .05 0.05 0.04 0.04

3 0.14 0.11 0.11 0.09 0.08 0.07 0.06 0.06
IMPAIRED

4 0.18 0.15 0.13 0.11 0.10 0.09 0.08 0.08

5 0.23 0.19 0.16 0.14 0.13 0.11 0.10 0.09

LEGALLY  
INTOXICATED

6 0.27 0.23 0.19 0.17 0.15 0.14 0.12 0.11

7 0.32 0.27 0.23 0.20 0.18 0.16 0.14 0.13

8 0.36 0.30 0.26 0.23 0.20 0.18 0.17 0.15

9 0.41 0.34 0.29 0.26 0.23 0.20 0.19 0.17

10 0.45 0.38 0.32 0.28 0.25 0.23 0.21 0.19

DRINKS BODY WEIGHT IN POUNDS INFLUENCED
100 120 140 160 180 200 220 240

1 0.04 0.03 0.03 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.02 POSSIBLY 
IMPAIRED2 0.08 0.06 0.05 0.05 0.04 0.04 0.03 0.03

3 0.11 0.09 0.08 0.07 0.06 0.06 0.05 0.05
IMPAIRED

4 0.15 0.12 0.11 0.09 0.08 0.08 0.07 0.06

5 0.19 0.16 0.13 0.12 0.11 0.09 0.09 0.08

LEGALLY  
INTOXICATED

6 0.23 0.19 0.16 0.14 0.13 0.11 0.10 0.09

7 0.26 0.22 0.19 0.16 0.15 0.13 0.12 0.11

8 0.30 0.25 0.21 0.19 0.17 0.15 0.14 0.13

9 0.34 0.28 0.24 0.21 0.19 0.17 0.15 0.14

10 0.38 0.31 0.27 0.23 0.21 0.19 0.17 0.16

The following chart 
shows the exact 
blood alcohol content 
that women and men 
would have after a 
certain number of 
drinks in one hour.  
As the chart displays, 
a person who weighs 
less is more affected 
and impaired by 
consuming alcohol.

There are certain penalties that occur after a DWI/DUI that also depend on a 
first, second or third offense. Fines, jail time and license suspension are all 
part of the penalties in Texas. 

• First-time offense: The driver is 
convicted of a Class B misdemeanor. 
The maximum penalty is a fine of $2,000 
and 180 days in jail. However, probation is 
more common for a first-time offense.

• Second-time offense: The driver is convicted 
of a Class A misdemeanor if it is a second-time 
offense or if their alcohol blood content is 0.15 or 
above. The maximum penalty is a fine of $4,000 
and one year in jail.

• Third-time offense: The driver is convicted of 
a felony and the maximum penalty is a fine of 

$10,000 and state prison time from two 
to 10 years. Source: DMV.org

• An open container violation 
results in a maximum $500 fine 
and a Class C misdemeanor.

• If convicted of a DWI and having 
an open container, the driver gets 
a Class B misdemeanor and a 
minimum of 6 days in jail.

• If drunk driving with a child 
younger than 15 years old in 
the vehicle, maximum penalties 
include a fine of $10,000, jail time 
of up to two years and license 
suspension for 180 days.

OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES

Approximate blood alcohol percentage in one hour Approximate blood alcohol percentage in one hour
WOMEN MEN

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

Source: DMV.org

Source: DMV.org

21 years old or older 
0.08% BAC
Commercial drivers 
0.04% BAC
Younger than 21 years old 
 Any detectable 
 amount
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The Village of College Park is comprised of 
three subdivisions, which include Grogan’s 
Forest, Windsor Hills and Harper’s Landing. 
The neighborhood is in close proximity 
to College Park High School, Lone Star 
College-Montgomery and Sam Houston State 
University’s The Woodlands Center. College 
Park is also located within minutes of I-45 on 
both the east and west side. 

College Park, 77384

18 S. Dlyanshire Circle  $260,000

2 Bedroom / 2 Baths  1,921 sq. ft.
Agent: Carol Coleman
Village Realty  281-292-0900

27 Surrey Run Place   $359,000

3 Bedroom/2.5 Baths  2,212 sq. ft.
Agent: Michelle Flory
RE/MAX The Woodlands & Spring 281-367-7770

46 Golden Berry Drive  $519,000

3 Bedroom/ 3 Baths  2,305 sq. ft.
Agent: Jarrod Frenzel
The North Star Group  281-681-1010

31 Kirtland Court  $265,000

3 Bedroom / 2 Baths  2,111 sq. ft.
Agent: Claudette Toomey   
Taylor Real Estate Group  713-918-6565

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 3/30/2015

Square footage: 1,248-3,220

Home values: $150,000-$400,000

Amenities: Shopping centers, schools, parks, 
walking trails

Schools: Powell Elementary School, Collins 
Intermediate School, Irons Junior High School and 
College Park High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

The Woodlands Township  0.2500 
Montgomery County  0.4767 
Montgomery County Hospital  0.0725 
Conroe ISD  1.2850 
Montgomery County MUD No. 46  0.2400 
 
Total (per $100 value) 2.3242

23

Homes on 
the market*

$5,500

Median annual 
property taxes

$269,000

Median 
home value

36

Average days 
on the market*

16

Homes under 
contract*

$113.72

Median price 
per square foot

Market Data
On the market  (March 2015)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or less 2/32 — — — 5/54 3/35 4/23

$150,000–$199,999 7/99 5/344 — 2/38 11/29 28/47 7/16

$200,000–$299,999 8/70 20/47 22/47 33/53 33/70 74/50 39/52

$300,000–$399,999 7/61 26/53 36/53 28/52 21/80 79/82 48/83

$400,000–$499,999 3/151 18/44 24/49 14/127 11/72 29/120 28/53

$500,000–$599,999 4/97 21/50 23/42 5/55 7/65 27/102 28/87

$600,000–$799,999 13/155 34/141 33/104 2/66 2/167 49/235 57/222

$800,000–$999,999 9/155 11/124 31/192 1/75 — 28/196 33/323

$1 million + 18/143 29/77 52/95 2/59 1/192 6/29 68/148

Price 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

Median price of homes sold  Mar. 2014 vs.  Mar. 2015

Market data provided by 
Haley Garcia

Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

77385

77386

77384

77381

77380
77389

77382

1488

45

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

REAL ESTATE

heritagetexas.com

23 N. SeaSoNS Trace
The Woodlands | $919,900

23 Silver Maple
The Woodlands | $880,000

8850 vaN alleN
The Woodlands | $595,000

For more information on these listings call:
HALEY GARCIA
Broker associaTe

281.701.6174
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FEATURED APARTMENT COMPLEX

The Plantation at The Woodlands

3720 College Park Drive, The Woodlands, 77384

Square footage: 580-1,388

Number of apartments: 432 

Unit features*: One-,two- and three-bedroom 
apartments

Nine-foot ceilings with crown molding in the living 
area

Bedrooms designed to accommodate king-size 
beds

All-granite countertops

Private patios or balconies

Built-in computer desks with high-speed internet 

Oversized Roman garden tubs

Office hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m., Sat. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. 1-5 p.m.

Listed one-bedroom price range:  
1,040 square feet: $1,209 per month

1,147 square feet: $1,452 per month

Listed two-bedroom price range:  
1,338 square feet: $1,721 per month

*Features vary by unit

NEARBY DEVELOPMENTLOCAL AMENITIES

Community photos

3720 College Park Drive, The Woodlands 
936-321-0900 
www.plantationwoodlands.com

*Some features available only in select apartment units   l   Source: www.maac.com

Lone Star College-
Montgomery

College Park Plaza

Bear Branch Park is a 6-acre park located in The 
Woodlands. Bear Branch offers basketball courts, 
barbecue pits, a dog park, play equipment for 
children and a recreation center. 

College Park Plaza features the following 
businesses at 3091 College Park Drive, The 
Woodlands: 

• Brooklyn Café

• Grade Power Learning

• Neil Dental Group

• North Forest Dental

• Red Phoenix Hunan Restaurant

• Shankz Black Light Miniature Golf

• The Shipping Store

• Soccer 4 All

• Texas Hair Team

• Uptown Salons

• Walking Tots

• Woodlands Liquor

Lone Star College-Montgomery is a community 
college located in The Village of College Park. 
Students attending the college can earn an 
associate degree, certifications for work in 
high-demand industries and credits that can be 
transferred to most four-year universities. The 
college also provides 180 programs of study.

Bear Branch Park

Gosling Rd. 

 

 

College Park Dr.
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Build your dream home
with one simple loan.

Combine your construction loan
and mortgage loan into one.

$1 BILLION STRONG • MORE THAN A MORTGAGE. A RELATIONSHIP.
The One Time Close Loan - Apply. Qualify. Lock. Close. Done.

Building your dream home is complex enough - financing it shouldn’t be. Amegy Mortgage makes it easy to do both with our convenient One Time Close Loan.
Now you can combine your interim construction loan and your permanent mortgage loan into one simple transaction.

We also retain servicing on over 98% of our mortgage loans. That means you have a team of servicing professionals working with you and providing extraordinary 
customer satisfaction for the life of your loan. All decisions are made locally, so the mortgage process runs smoothly.

For unique mortgage products, local decision making, and face-to-face service, start with Amegy Mortgage.
Call us today at 281.297.7980 to see how we can make your dream home a reality.

amegymortgage.com
Loans subject to credit approval. Terms and conditions apply, see mortgage banker for details.
© 2015 Amegy Mortgage Company, L.L.C. NMLS # 174734, a subsidiary of Amegy Bank N.A. NMLS # 563474 Member FDIC. An Equal Housing Lender       
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BradburyBrothers.com

YOUR AIR CONDITIONING 
AND HEATING SPECIALISTS

“We Take Care of Your Air”

$50 OFF
REPAIRS

OF $200 OR MORE
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC. WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH 

ANY OTHER OFFERS OR SPECIALS. EXPIRES 5/13/15. 
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER. 

$59.00
A/C TUNE-UP

(REG. $89)
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC. PER SYSTEM. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 

OFFERS OR SPECIALS. EXPIRES 5/13/15. COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER.

APRIL SPECIAL
Free Wi-Fi “Smart” Thermostat 

with any installation

BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC. WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY 
OTHER OFFERS OR SPECIALS. EXPIRES 5/13/15. COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER.  

281-528-4947
REPAIRS  • MAINTENANCE • INSTALLATIONSREPAIRS  • MAINTENANCE • INSTALLATIONS
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print


