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aimed at alleviating congestion Workforce population heightens 

demand for dining establishments

Highway mobility concerns addressed 
through transportation network plans

The Woodlands area 
sees surge of new 
restaurant openings

Woodlands Parkway extension proves to be point of contention
Montgomery County proposes $350 million road bond

By Brian Walzel
Montgomery County commis-

sioners have called for a $350 mil-
lion bond election to be held May 
9, one that could infuse the coun-
ty’s four precincts with millions of 
dollars for road improvements.

Commissioners unanimously 
approved the bond election at a 

Feb. 23 meeting following a pro-
posal by the Montgomery County 
Road Bond Committee, which 
has held both public and private 
meetings since the fall to deter-
mine the amount of the bond and 
potential projects to be included.

“Growth such as we have expe-
rienced in Montgomery County 

By Jesse Mendoza
With approximately 165,000 cars trav-

eling daily on parts of I-45 in Montgom-
ery County on average, the interstate has 
become one of the most vital corridors for 
commuters traveling to and from work, vis-
iting area stores and restaurants or simply 
running an errand.

While I-45 frequently experiences heavy 
congestion and travel time delays, particu-
larly during peak traffic hours, the Texas 
Department of Transportation is restricted 
in expanding the roadway’s capacity 
through lane additions and other means 
because of limited funding and right of way 
availability, TxDOT area engineer Richard 
Brown said. TxDOT spends an average of 
$101,500 per month on I-45 maintenance 

By Julie Butterfield
The restaurant business is booming in 

The Woodlands area. In 2014, 44 restaurants 
opened or announced plans to open. Gino’s 
East, Chicago’s famous pizzeria, opened a 
restaurant in December at 25657 I-45, east of 
Borough Park Drive. In addition, the develop-
ment at Hughes Landing will feature at least 
12 restaurants, including seafood restaurant  
Truluck’s within Restaurant Row while restau-
rants such as The Republic Grille, California 
Pizza Kitchen, Bonefish Grill and Ruggles 
Green have either opened or will open soon. 

Development experts say the addition of 
so many new restaurants in the community 
is partly a result of the influx of employees 

for Montgomery County resi-
dents. The debt the county would 
accrue would be paid by revenues 
earned through growth in the 
county’s tax base, Blair said. 

 A portion of the $350 mil-
lion would be allocated to each 
precinct based on need, as deter-
mined by the bond committee, 
rather than an even distribution. 
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OF CONTENTION

The $350 million Montgomery County road bond proposal includes an extension of Woodlands Parkway 
from FM 2978 six miles west to Hwy. 249. The extension is located in Precinct 2 of Montgomery County. 
Woodlands area leaders, including Precinct 3 Commissioner James Noack, oppose the extension and have 
expressed concern the project could result in voters turning down the bond proposal. 

created great need for road 
improvements in all areas,” com-
mittee co-chairwoman Nelda 
Blair said. “We wanted to be sure 
we addressed the most pressing 
needs while keeping a close eye 
on the dollars spent.”

The proposed bond would not 
result in a property tax increase 
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Area mobility planners are working to solve traffic 
problems on I-45 by addressing other area roads.

Source: Montgomery County, Precinct 3

According to a study by Brown & Gay Engineers, traffic along 
Woodlands Parkway east of FM 2978 would increase by 7,245 
vehicles per day by 2018 if Woodlands Parkway is extended.

The Montgomery County Road Bond Committee presented a bond proposal to the Commissioners Court for 
$365 million that included widening Woodlands Parkway from four to six lanes from Kuykendahl Road to FM 
2978 to accommodate the increase in traffic the extension would bring. The court voted down the proposal.

The six-mile Woodlands Parkway 
extension from FM 2978 to Hwy. 249 
would cost $22 million, or 28 percent, 
of the $80 million allocated to Precinct 
2 under the bond proposal.

13 TRANSPORTATION
Updates on local projects
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Je�  Beard, CCIM
President

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

The J. Beard Real Estate Company
Commercial Real 

Estate Leaders

LANDLORD & TENANT 
REPRESENTATION

SITE ACQUISITION

SALES & LEASING

REAL ESTATE
CONSULTING

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

INSIGHT.

LEADERSHIP.

EXPERTISE.

25700 I-45, Spring – For Lease
• 250,000 SF Class A o�  ce building, under 

construction
• High-end fi nishes, designed to be LEED 

Silver Certifi ed
• Located in between The Woodlands Town 

Center and Exxon Mobil campus
• On-site property management 

1500 Research Forest Dr., The Woodlands – 
For Lease
• Availability: 2,000 SF, 1,800 SF and 1,500 SF, 

with 3,300 SF contiguous 
• Research Forest Plaza, located 

approximately ½ mile west of I-45, in a 
perfect position for daily commuters that 
use I-45

• Features: 60’ bay depths, glass storefronts 
and covered walk along full length of center

2002 Timberloch, The Woodlands – For 
Lease
• Space available: Suite 300 – 17,815 RSF 

& Suite 600 – 17,815 RSF with upgraded 
fi nishes

• Town Center Location and walking distance 
to The Woodlands Waterway, Market Street 
and adjacent to The Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion

• Excellent access – under ½ mile to I-45

9595 Six Pines Dr., The Woodlands – O�  ce 
Space For Lease
• 560,000 SF mixed use development
• Class A o�  ce space above ground-fl oor 

retail
• Located in the heart of Town Center
• Convenient reserved covered and surface 

parking
• 1,200 -4,277 SF available
• On-site property management

1400 Woodloch Forest Dr., The Woodlands 
– For Lease
• Availability: Suite 575-7,760 SF
• High-end fi nishes, with possible furniture 

included
• Below market rate
• Elevator/lobby exposure
• Located in the heart of Town Center, in close 

proximity to The Woodlands Mall, Market 
Street, The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion, 
and The Woodlands Waterway.

9420 College Park Dr., The Woodlands – For 
Lease & Pad Sites Available
• Grocery-anchored center located at the 

signalized intersection of highly traveled SH 
242 & FM 1488

• Spaces available from 1,000-6,237 SF
• .6 acre, .9 acre, 1.6 acre pad sites available
• Close proximity to Sam Houston State 

University - The Woodlands Campus, Lone 
Star College, St. Luke’s Hospital.

HAVENWOOD OFFICE PARK

RESEARCH FOREST PLAZA

TIMBERLOCH PLACE

MARKET STREET

WOODLOCH FOREST DR.

WINDVALE CENTER
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YOUR BACK OR NECK PAIN 
IS UNIQUE TO YOU.  
SHOULDN’T YOUR 
TREATMENT BE, TOO?

At Houston Methodist, our team of world-class specialists uses 

leading-edge imaging, surgical and rehabilitative technologies to 

diagnose and treat your back and neck pain. Our comprehensive 

approach delivers an individualized treatment plan using proven, 

best-in-class methods. Whether your pain is new or decades 

old, we have the technology and expertise to help you rebuild 

strength and lead you on your personal journey to living  

a pain-free life.

For more information or to schedule an appointment at  

one of our locations, visit houstonmethodist.org or  

call 713.790.3333.

• Central – Texas Medical Center 
• East – San Jacinto 
• Northwest – Willowbrook 
• Southeast – St. John 

• Southwest – Sugar Land 
• West – Katy 
• North – The Woodlands    
 (opening in 2017)

HMTW_CommImpact_Spine_ad.indd   1 3/2/2015   4:03:18 PM
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Stay connected before 
you’re even unpacked!
The XFINITY® Movers Edge program makes it easy 
to stay connected to your TV, Internet and Voice 
services when you move.

Call the Movers Edge® Hotline at  
1-855-MOV-EDGE to speak to a  
dedicated Move Specialist or visit  
comcast.com/moversedge today.

Restrictions apply. Transfer of existing telephone number may affect installation date. © 2014 Comcast. All rights reserved. NBCU celebrity endorsement not implied. All networks are divisions 
of NBCUniversal. © NBCUniversal Media, LLC. All Rights Reserved. FLY146257

The Blacklist available at xfinity.com/tv
Cutthroat Kitchen available with XFINITY On Demand™

Ask how you can take your equipment with you. 
Or, schedule a professional installation on a date you choose, 
in a two-hour window, guaranteed!

Offline_FLY146257 Movers Edge_8.125x10.625.indd   1 11/17/14   3:25 PM
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Last year nearly 40 new 
restaurants opened in The 
Woodlands area. This year 
we will see several new 
restaurants opening in 
the new Hughes Landing 
development along Res-
taurant Row. 

My wife and I are 
anxiously awaiting these 
openings. We enjoy dining 
out, and more importantly, 
not having to travel into 

Houston to find outstanding dining options. The Wood-
lands has become one of the best dining destinations in 
the Houston area, and people from all over Houston are 
being drawn here to visit the local establishments.

As mentioned in this month’s restaurant story, a 
new trend among local restaurants—gastropubs—
could benefit not only Woodlands residents, but could 
also prove to be another draw to those living outside 
the area. 

Dining, combined with world-class shopping and 
entertainment venues, is a great amenity that comes 

with living in The Woodlands. No longer do out-of-
town visitors head straight to the Galleria area in 
Houston for their vacations. The Woodlands is now in 
the mix.

In this issue we report on the details of the upcoming 
Montgomery County road bond election set for May 
9. The provisions in the $350 million bond include 75 
projects in the four Montgomery County precincts. 

Among the projects are road improvements in The 
Woodlands, Oak Ridge North, the Rayford Road corri-
dor and Shenandoah. We also cover the planned exten-
sion of high-occupancy vehicle lanes from FM 1960 to 
South Loop 336 up to Conroe and the nearly complete 
tolled overpass connector at I-45 and Hwy. 242. 

Community Impact Newspaper continues to expand its 
footprint with the launch of our 21st newspaper on April 
16 in Conroe/Montgomery. This will bring our circula-
tion to more than 642,000 addresses in Houston and 
more than 1.4 million statewide.

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

© 2015 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. NO REPRODUCTION OF ANY 
PORTION OF THIS ISSUE IS ALLOWED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM THE PUBLISHER.

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

Are you in favor of a bond package that 
includes an extension of Woodlands 
Parkway?

  Yes

  No

  Maybe

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll.
Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

What is most important to you in regard  
to the local oil and gas industry?
Job losses

 61.49%  
The price of gas 

 14.86%  
The Woodlands economy

 12.84%
The cost of goods and services

 9.46%
Other

 1.35%
Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 2/1/15–2/27/15

Turn on FOX 26 NEWS,  
download the MyFoxHouston app, 
log on to www.myfoxhouston.com 
for more local news with IMPACT.

Jim Pollard
GENERAL MANAGER

jpollard@impactnews.com

Montgomery County is seeking voter approval for a $350 
million road bond package that would fund new and improved 
roads throughout the county. Included on the list of proposed 
improvements is a 6-mile extension of Woodlands Parkway 
from FM 2978 to Hwy. 249.

Correction: Volume 4, Issue 4
In the December 2014 edition of Community Impact 
Newspaper, it was incorrectly reported that the Texas 
Department of Transportation identified proposed routes 
for a proposed high-speed rail line. The Federal Railroad 
Administration identified the routes.
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IS THIS A GREAT TIME TO SELL YOUR HOME?  

YES IT IS
CINDY HAMAN
Team Leader
cindyhamann@kw.com
Direct: 281-364-4888

TINA BRICKHOUSE
Assistant Team Leader
tinabrickhouse@kw.com
Direct: 281-364-4871

Our Keller Williams Agents list and sell more homes in The 
Woodlands & Magnolia Market.  Our relocation certified 
agents are here to work for you.

CALL OUR AGENTS 
TODAY! 

281-364-1588

Thinking of a Career in Real Estate? Call Cindy or Tina for more details.
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Location:       Houston, Texas

Units:       270

Lease Up:      78% to 94% over
              18 month period

Returns:       2.10x multiple
          21.1% per annum IRR

TIERRA DEL SOL  |  Repositioned Asset

Location:       Houston, Texas

Size:       Two Buildings
      192,420 SF

Holding Period:     2.5 Years

Returns:      2.15x multiple
      44.3% per annum IRR 

CYPRESS AIR CENTER  |  New-Build Asset 

For additional information contact Mike Novelli:  832.403.2865  |  mnovelli@cypressbrook.com  |  cypressbrook.com

*Disclaimer: This advertisement is not a solicitation to buy or sell any securities or to provide any investment advice or service, and all information provided is for general informational purposes 
only.  Only verified qualified investors, upon receipt of requisite investment disclosures, shall be invited to invest in any offerings made by the company.
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Woodlands. The store was created by 
Lululemon, an athletic apparel store, and 
features a variety of athletic clothing and 
accessories. 281-298-5844.  
www.ivivva.com 

6  Levure Bakery and Patisserie 
opened in March in the Creekside Park 
Village Center at 26400 Kuykendahl 
Road, The Woodlands. The bakery 
features traditional European-style 
pastries and breads, such as French 
macarons and baguettes. The shop also 

Now Open

1  State Farm-James Pearson opened 
in Conroe at 469 FM 1488, Ste. 102, in 
January. The business offers insurance 
and financial services, such as auto, 
home and life insurance as well as 
banking and retirement services.  
936-321-4900. www.jpinsuresme.com

2  Hand & Stone Massage and Facial 
Spa opened its second location in 
The Woodlands in February at 26400 

Kuykendahl Road in the Creekside 
Park Village Center. Services include 
massages and facials, chemical peels 
and microdermabrasion as well as hair 
removal and tinting services for women, 
men and teens. 281-255-6222.  
www.handandstone.com

3  Texas Leather Interiors opened its 
first Woodlands-area store in September 
at 26333 I-45 N., Spring. There are four 
stores in Texas, and the business offers 
leather furniture and home accessories. 

281-419-8888.  
www.texasleatherinteriors.com

4  Nightclub Cocktails and Rumors 
opened in December at 314 Sawdust 
Road, Ste. 113, The Woodlands. The club 
features a full-service bar and offers live 
music. 832-663-9669. 
www.cocktailsandrumors.com

5  Ivivva, an athletic store for girls 
ages 4–14, opened in October at 4775 
W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 440, The 

IMPACTS
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Like us on facebook

281-465-0700
www.woodlandsruggallery.com

NEW SHIPMENT OF  
TURKISH OUSHAKS

AND CONTEMPORARY RUGS 
IN SOFT COLORS. 
HURRY IN FOR 

BEST SELECTIONS!



The Woodlands Edition • March 2015 9

offers breakfast and lunch service.  
832-403-2131. www.levurebakery.com

7  On Stage Hair Design & Spa 
opened at 3759 FM 1488, Ste. 200, The 
Woodlands, in December. The location 
offers a full range of hair and skin care 
services, including haircuts, formal 
hair styling, perms, straightenings and 
highlights. 281-465-4247.  
www.onstagehairdesign.com

8  Zak Medical Group opened an 
office at 150 Pine Forest Drive, Ste. 204, 
Shenandoah, on Feb. 24. Dr. Farhat 
Khan specializes in internal medicine 
and offer cardiovascular, osteoporosis, 
diabetes, weight-management and 
women’s health services. 936-271-2222. 

9  Cabo Baja & Mexican Grill opened 
at 544 Sawdust Road, Spring, in 
December. The restaurant offers fresh 
Baja California-style tacos, burritos and 
corn on the cob. 281-465-8575.  
www.cabobajagrill.com

10  The Tack Exchange opened Feb. 13 
at 7211 FM 1488, Magnolia. The shop 
sells new and gently used equestrian 
equipment and accessories for children 
and adults. The store also sells jewelry 
and gifts. 281-210-1354.

11  Foot Spa Park opened at 3600 FM 
1488, Ste. 240, Conroe, in February. The 
spa offers foot, deep-tissue, shiatsu and 
Swedish massages as well as reflexology 
total body relaxation services.  
832-287-1337.  
www.facebook.com/footspapark

12  A Subway sandwich shop opened 
in January at 26400 Kuykendahl Road, 
Ste. C13, in the Creekside Park Village 
Center, The Woodlands. Subway offers 
sandwiches, salads and breakfast. The 
restaurant’s featured products include 
Monterey Chicken Melt and Sweet 
Onion Chicken Teriyaki sandwiches. 
281-255-2477. www.subway.com

Coming Soon

13  Fielding’s Local Kitchen + Bar will 
open in June at 26400 Kuykendahl Road, 
Bldg. 2, in the Creekside Park Village 
Center in The Woodlands. The restaurant 
will offer a selection of housemade 
pastas, bread and charcuterie from an 
in-house curing room along with 25 craft 
beer taps, 100 brands of wine and 500 
types of spirits. 281-351-2225.  
www.fieldings.com

14  Mercedes-Benz of The Woodlands 
will open a new car dealership at 16917 
I-45 N., The Woodlands, in April. The 
60,000-square-foot dealership will 
offer new and used Mercedes-Benz and 
Sprinter commercial vehicles.  
www.mbusa.com

15  Gardenmania, a gardening and 
nursery business, will open at 27611 FM 
2978, Spring, in late March. The business 
will serve the Woodlands and Magnolia 
areas, and will offer plants, flowers, trees 
and fertilizers. 832-521-3433.  
www.gardenmaniaus.com

16  Austrian-based Coffeeshop 
Company Co. will open its first U.S. 
location at 26819 I-45 N., in Spring, in 
April. The coffee shop offers a variety of 
coffee, tea and hot chocolate as well as 
cold and warm snacks and sweets.  
www.facebook.com/thewoodlandscsc

Altrusa International is forming its 
first chartered club in The Woodlands. 
The club will become chartered 
when it reaches 20 members. Altrusa 
International is the first international 
professional women’s organization and 
focuses on literacy and evaluating and 
solving the needs of others.  
214-215-3135. www.altrusa.com

Relocations

17  Previously known as Shoecolate, 
Foot Solutions moved in December to 
414 Sawdust Road in Sawdust Plaza in 
The Woodlands. The business provides 

foot care by offering corrective footwear, 
modification of footwear and supportive 
devices such as arch support.  
281-292-2200. www.footsolutions.com

Anniversaries

18  La Trattoria Tuscano celebrated its 
five-year anniversary in January. The 
restaurant serves traditional, homemade 
northern Italian dishes and desserts 
and offers daily lunch and dinner 
specials. The restaurant is located at 4223 
Research Forest Drive,  Ste. 950, The 
Woodlands. 281-419-2252.  
www.latrattoriatuscano.com

Closings

19  Italian restaurant Sweet Bella has 
closed at 202 Sawdust Road, Spring.

20  The Beverage Shoppe, at 4747 
Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands, 
is closed.

In the news

The Woodlands Area Economic 
Development Partnership announced 
March 2 the results of its annual major 
employer jobs report.
This year’s report showed employment 
at The Woodlands’ top 100 largest 
companies in 2014 increased by more 
than 1,500 jobs from 2013. The EDP 
reports that about 30,000 people 
are employed by major, non-retail 
companies. The leading local employer 
is Anadarko Petroleum Corp., which 
employs 3,920 workers. Conroe ISD 
ranks second with 3,476 employees, and 
Aon Hewitt and Memorial Hermann The 
Woodlands Hospital each employ 1,800 
workers. Of the top 50 employers in The 
Woodlands area, 13 are in the energy 
sectors and eight are in health care. In its 
report, the EDP stated that it expected to 
see continued job growth in the energy 
and health care industries with new 
companies opening this year.

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email wdlnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Julie Butterfield, Abigail Loop, Jesse Mendoza and Brian Walzel
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Levure Bakery and Patisserie opened in March in 
the Creekside Park Village Center.
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Subway opened at 26400 Kuykendahl Road in the 
Creekside Park Village Center.
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Mercedes-Benz of The Woodlands will open a 
new dealership in April at 16917 I-45 N.
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Fielding’s Local Kitchen + Bar will open in June 
in the Creekside Park Village Center.
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Town Center 
 
Now Open

1  John Daugherty Realtors opened in 
January at 21 Waterway Ave., Ste. 300, 
The Woodlands. The real estate company 
provides its customers personalized service 
for residential sales and leases as well as 
global relocation services. 281-771-3980.  
www.johndaugherty.com

2  Crave opened in The Woodlands at 
2501 Research Forest Drive on March 2. 
Crave merges its cupcake offerings with 
barista-style coffee counter and pastry 
service and offers continuous food and 
coffee service from morning to evening. 
The shop also offers limited delivery.  
713-622-7283. www.cravecupcakes.com

Coming Soon

3  Escalante’s Fine Tex-Mex and Tequila 
will open a new Woodlands location in 
Restaurant Row in Hughes Landing at 

1900 Hughes Landing Blvd. in April. The 
restaurant will be the sixth Houston-area 
location and will feature made-from-
scratch cuisine. www.escalantes.net

4  Local Pour will open its second 
Houston-area location in Hughes Landing 
at 1900 Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 350, 
The Woodlands, in May. The restaurant 
offers hamburgers, sandwiches, seafood 
a large selection of craft beers, wine and 
cocktails. www.localpourhouston.com

5  One Lakes Edge is a luxury apartment 
complex and commercial center now 
leasing in Hughes Landing at 1950 Hughes 
Landing Blvd., The Woodlands. Along 
with 22,000 square feet of commercial 
space available on the ground floor, the 
development will feature one- to three-
bedroom apartments, a fitness center, a 
pool deck and an elevated patio.  
281-367-4421. www.onelakesedge.com

6  Whole Foods Market will open its 
first location in The Woodlands at 1925 
Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 100, March 
18. The grocer, which specializes in 
natural and organic foods, will open the 
40,000-square-foot location in Hughes 
Landing. www.wholefoods.com

7  Johnny Was will open in Market 
Street, 9595 Six Pines Drive, The 
Woodlands, in April. Johnny Was clothing 

Compiled by Abigail Loop and Jesse Mendoza

features eclectic bohemian designs with 
flowing silks for tops, bottoms and dresses. 
866-942-8806. www.johnnywas.com

8  Crisp Wine Bar and Eatery will 
open at 2520 Research Forest Drive, 
The Woodlands, in March. Crisp offers 
American food with an Italian flare, and 
the menu features pizza cooked on hot 
stones. The restaurant also offers beer 
flights as well as a wine selection from 
throughout the world.  
www.crisphouston.com

Relocations

9  Tax Advisors Unlimited relocated 
its office to 2002 Timberloch Place, Ste. 
525, The Woodlands, in December. The 
office works with all types of investments 
and offers services such as comprehensive 
financial lifestyle planning and legacy, estate 
and philanthropy planning. 281-362-1444.  
www.platinumtwm.com

Anniversaries

10  Greystone House, a Montessori school, 
celebrated 20 years in The Woodlands in 
February. The early education school is 
located at 1000 Evergreen Circle.  
281-298-2444. www.greystonehouse.com

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email wdlnews@impactnews.com.
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Find your 
    rhythm

Nestled among the bustling tempo of South Montgomery County, you’ll find a composed way  
of life in this pitch perfect master-planned community. Exceptional mobility is a high note due  
to Harmony’s convenient location. You’ll find nearby shopping, dining and entertainment right  
at your front door. Paired with onsite schools and first-class amenities, Harmony is perfectly  
tuned to every family’s lifestyle. So listen to your heart, visit Harmony today. 

  

EXXON
MOBIL

CAMPUS

Homes from the $250s-$600s
H A R M O N Y - T X . C O M

936- 447-2805
Sounds like home.

Prices and availablity are subject to change without notice. 3/15 

MODEL
HOME
TOURS

MARCH
28-29
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The Promise campaign will suppor t construction of 
Texas Children’s Hospital The Woodlands — bringing 

a dedicated pediatric hospital to some of the 
fastest-growing communities in the nation.

texaschildrens.org/promise

The Promise campaign will suppor t construction of 

To further advance pediatric 
care in The Woodlands.

27552WCIN-004-111714

27552_TCH_Pomise_Campaign_Woodlands_Comm_Impact_27552WCIN-004-111714_PROD.indd   1 11/17/14   5:23 PM
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WHEN YOU BUY FROM FRED HAAS, WE’LL MAKE IT THE BEST CAR 
BUYING EXPERIENCE YOU’VE EVER HAD...WE GUARANTEE IT!

32

OVER 300 TUNDRAS AVAILABLE

$25,377
OR 0% APR+

8 9

WE
KNOWPRICESELLSCARS!

SERVICE CENTER OPEN
7 DAYS A WEEK!

866-MY-TOYOTA (698-6968) or 713-358-4500
I-45 North @ Louetta • FredHaasToyota.com
Hablamos Español En Todos Los Departamentos!
We Speak 18 Languages!

$21,377 OR

0%
APR

$25,377 OR

0%
APR

25 MPG

ALL NEW 2015 CAMRY LE
OVER 300 AVAILABLE!

NEW 2015 RAV4 LE 2WD
SEVERAL TO CHOOSE

NEW 2015 COROLLA L
OVER 300 AVAILABLE!

37 MPG35 MPG

31 MPG

NEW 2015 SIENNA L
SEVERAL TO CHOOSE!

(1) O� MSRP. (2) Based on Toyota Motor Sales New Truck Retail Delivery Reports for Year 2014. (3) #1 in Texas (GST) total retail sales ‘06-‘14 YTD by the Cross Sell Statewide Dealer Summary. (4) Camry LE Mdl#2532  
Stk#3901, MSRP $23,860, $3483 FHT Discount, $1000 TMS/GST Rebate. (5) 2015 Corolla L Auto Mld #1832 Sedan, Stk #1558, MSRP $18,390, $1000 GST/TMS Rebate, $2013 FHT Discount. (6) RAV4 LE 2WD Model 
#4430, Stk #6535, MSRP $24,870, $750 TMS/GST Rebate, $2743 FHT Discount. (7) Sienna L Mdl #5328, Stk #7326, $29,550 MSRP, $1000 TMS/GST Rebate, $3173 FHT Discount. (8) Model #8239, (DBL CAB V8, 6AT), 
Stk #3782, MSRP $29,330, $500 TMS/GST Rebate, $3453 FHT Discount. (9) Tundra CrewMax Mdl #8363, Stk #6730, MSRP $46,227, $7000 FHT Discount, $2000 TX ED GST Rebate, $1000 GST Rebate. Sequoia Mdl 
#7927, Stk #0330, MSRP $63,755, $10000 FHT Discount. APR Disclosures: Corolla, Camry,  Tier 1+  36 months, $27.78 per $1000 financed, 10% down required, max $18,000 financed ($15,000 Corolla), no negative equity, 
anything over financed at normal market rates, in lieu of rebates. RAV4, Tier 1+ 36 months, $27.78 per $1000 financed. Sienna Tier 1+ 48 months, $20.83 per $1000 financed. Tundra Tier 1+, with approved credit through TFS, 
60 months, $16.67 per $1000 financed.  Tundra CrewMax, Sienna LTD,  Tier 1+  72 months, $14.71 per $1000 financed, 10% down required, no negative equity, anything over financed at normal market rates, in lieu of rebates. 
All with approved credit through TFS. *Covers normal factory scheduled service for 2 years or 25,000 miles, whichever comes first. See Toyota dealer for details and exclusions. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska. All 
leases do not include applicable taxes or fees, no security deposit, 12,000 miles per year, $0.15 per mile over. O�ers do not include college grad or military rebates unless otherwise noted. 2014-2015 EPA highway or city 
estimates. Actual mileage may vary. Artwork for illustration purposes only. No wholesalers, employees or their families, limit one per customer. See dealer for details. All o�ers mutually exclusive. Plus $125 doc fee, tax, title, 
license, and registration. All o�ers end 3/31/15.

Additional

$500
IN SAVINGS

FREDHAASTOYOTA.COM  •  OPEN SUNDAY 10AM - 8PM  •  713-358-4500

NEW 2015 TOYOTA
TUNDRA DBL CAB V8 SR

+ 1.9% APR 72 MONTHS

$19,377 OR

0%
APR+

$15,377 OR

0%
APR+

2 YEARS NO COST
MAINTENANCE *

OUR GOAL IS TO SAVE 
EVERY BUYER $2,000!1

OVER 2,000 NEW 
TOYOTAS IN STOCK 

4 5

6 7

$10,000 OFF
MSRP

NEW 2014 TOYOTA TUNDRA
CREWMAX TEXAS ED. 5.7L V8

NEW 2014 SEQUOIA PLATINUM &

with this ad*



The Woodlands Edition • March 2015 13

expected to be put out for bid in November, 
pending environmental clearance.

Timeline: TBA
Cost: $15 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

3  Woodlands Parkway expansion 
Construction on the Woodlands Parkway 
expansion from west of Grogan’s Mill 
Road to East Panther Creek Drive over 
Lake Woodlands continues under current 
contractor Texas Sterling Construction. 
The company was selected in December 
to complete the work after the contract 
of former contractor Menade Inc. 
was revoked in September. TxDOT 
spokeswoman Deidrea Samuels said 
the third westbound lane of Woodlands 
Parkway is expected to be open in mid- 
to late-March, and she said she expects 
Texas Sterling to reach substantial 
completion of the project by May.

Timeline: March–May
Cost: $3.6 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

4  Kuykendahl Road extension 
This project includes extending two lanes of 
Kuykendahl Road from Alden Bridge to 
Crownridge drives, completing a missing 

290, Hwy. 249 and I-45. The southbound 
exit at Spring Stuebner Road was closed 
on March 11 and will remain closed 
through March 31. The northbound 
Spring Crossing/Hardy Toll Road exit 
will be closed through the summer. The 
northbound frontage road left lane will be 
closed from the Spring Stuebner Road 
entrance ramp to north of exit 72 until 
this summer. The southbound frontage 
road will be closed from Spring Crossing 
to East Montgomery Road nightly from 8 
p.m. to 6 a.m. starting March 18 through 
March 21. For information on the latest 
lane closures and diversions, visit www.
grandparkway99.com. 

Timeline:  March–December 
Cost: $1 billion
Funding sources: TxDOT

7  Oak Ridge North street overlay 
The city of Oak Ridge North has completed 
the process of overlaying all city roads, 
except for Robinson Road, with about 2 
inches of new asphalt in a comprehensive 
road improvement project. The two-phase 
road overlay project was completed in 
February. 

Timeline: Complete 
Cost: $1.2 million (projected)
Funding sources: City of Oak Ridge 
North 

8  I-45 HOV lanes 
TxDOT is planning to install high-occupancy 
vehicle lanes along I-45 between FM 1960 
and South Loop 336 in Conroe. The project 
will help alleviate traffic congestion along 
I-45 near The Woodlands, Oak Ridge North 
and Shenandoah. TxDOT will put the project 
out for bid in March, and construction could 
begin in May. The project is expected to take 
about six months to complete once it begins.

Timeline: TBA
Cost: $2 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

9  Hufsmith-Kohrville Road widening, 
Segment 6 
In October, the Harris County Commissioners 
Court approved the results of the study 
phase of the project to widen Segment 6 
of Hufsmith-Kohrville Road in Tomball from 
500 feet south of Willow Creek Estates Lane 
south to Holderrieth Road. The project has 
moved into the design phase, which will 
determine whether to upgrade the existing 
two-lane asphalt roadway to a four-lane 
concrete boulevard section with a storm 
sewer system or to a five-lane concrete 
pavement roadway with open ditch draining. 
The project will also accommodate low 
impact components that will address water 
quality needs, traffic signals or traffic signal 
modifications and all additions necessary for 
a finished project. Officials expect to send 
the project out for bid in the fourth quarter 
of this year. Completion is expected nine–12 
months from start date.

Timeline: TBA
Cost: $7.4 million
Funding sources: Harris County Precinct 4

half-mile segment of Kuykendahl Road 
through The Woodlands. The project is about 
45 percent complete and is expected to be 
complete on time.

Timeline: Mid-March
Cost: $3.1 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

5  SJRA Groundwater Reduction Plan 
project 
The San Jacinto River Authority pipeline 
construction project in Oak Ridge North 
continues. The agency started pipeline 
construction along Maplewood Drive on 
March 2, SJRA spokeswoman Ronda Trow 
said. The northbound lane of Maplewood 
drive will be closed in phases, according 
to the approved traffic control plan. 
Southbound traffic will not be interrupted.

Timeline: March–mid summer
Cost: $550 million total
Funding sources: SJRA

6  The Grand Parkway 
Three segments—segments F-1, F-2 and 
G—totaling 37 miles are under 
construction on Houston’s third outer 
loop. The local segments stretch from 
Hwy. 290 to Hwy. 59 and feature major 
overpasses and interchanges at Hwy. 

1  Hwy. 242 direct connectors 
The Hwy. 242 direct-connect projects 
include a northbound I-45 flyover 
traveling to westbound Hwy. 242, ending 
at Maverick Way near Lone Star College–
Montgomery as well as an eastbound 
flyover traveling to southbound I-45, 
ending south of Hwy. 242. With con- 
struction nearing its estimated April 1 
completion date, crews are conducting 
bridge deck pours, pouring additional 
pavement and working on toll zone setup 
as they wait for toll equipment to arrive, 
said Jennie Taraborelli, Montgomery 
County program manager for PTP 
Transportation. The opening date for the 
connectors has not been set pending toll 
equipment installation and signal testing. 
Frequent nightly closures may occur in 
the area from 10 p.m.–5 a.m. through the 
end of construction project, she said.

Timeline: April 1
Cost: $33.9 million
Funding sources: Texas Department of 
Transportation, Montgomery County 
Precinct 2

2  FM 2978 widening 
TxDOT is widening a 4-mile stretch of FM 
2978 from two to four lanes between Dry 
Creek Road to FM 1488. The project is 
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TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at wdlnews@impactnews.comCompiled by Jesse Mendoza  
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Lone Star Ace Hardware
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Greg Farrell and his wife, Tammy, own and operate Lone Star Ace Hardware on Rayford Road.
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Lone Star Ace Hardware
Family-owned hardware store offers Rayford 
Road area residents more than just tools

F or about seven years, Lone Star 
Ace Hardware at 2111 Rayford 
Road has helped local residents get 

rid of pesky fire ants, buy a new grill or 
even buy a last-minute Mother’s Day gift.

Greg Farrell and his wife, Tammy, have 
owned and operated Ace Hardware since 
2008. The Farrell’s store has sold many of 
the home improvement, gardening and 
seasonal items that local residents use to 
maintain their homes.

The couple decided to open the store 
after a home-improvement project went 
awry, and Greg had to travel to the clos-
est hardware stores in the area to get 
supplies for the home repairs.

“[The project] took us several trips to 
Home Depot and Lowe’s,” Greg said. 
“About nine hours of work later I said, 
‘You know what, we need a hardware 
store near here.’”

Since then, the store has benefited from 
its proximity to area residents who can 
visit the location without having to make 
their way through oft-congested I-45. 
One of the biggest challenges, however, is 
keeping the right items and sizes in stock 
to meet the needs of new homes being 
built around the future Grand Parkway 
as well as the needs of older homes con-
structed in the 1960s, Greg said.

“You go two miles down the road in 
either direction, and you have brand 
new homes that are 5,000 square feet, 
and you also have houses that were 

built in the ’60s and ’70s that are 1,500 
square feet and everything in between,” 
Greg said. “To try to accommodate all 
of those homeowners, we have to do our 
best to continue to find what they are 
looking for.”

While Greg said that the best-selling 
item expected this spring is fertilizer, 
one of the most profitable sections is the 
accessories and gifts. The department 
features a selection of candles, seasonal 
gifts, in-house gift-wrapping and chil-
dren’s toys, Tammy said.

“I think a lot of people used to go to 
Old Town Spring to shop for their gifts, 
and that is great when it is a sunny day 
and it is a weekend and there is a place 
to park,” Tammy said. “But I hear from 
some of the clients—especially some of 
the older clients—they don’t like to park 
far away and walk, and if it is raining it 
is very inconvenient. A lot of people are 
coming in here looking for items they 
were getting [in Old Town Spring].”

The couple emphasizes community 
involvement, and along with regular 
fundraisers for the Children’s Miracle 
Network, the Pauls also invite Boy and 
Girl scout troops to use store facilities to 
earn their badges, and host animal shel-
ter adoption events, Tammy said.

“I think that it is really important that 
you live in the community that you serve, 
and when we give back to people it comes 
back to us threefold,” Tammy said.

BUSINESS

2111 Rayford Road, Spring
281-419-2121
www.acehardware.com
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.–8 p.m.,  
Sat. 8 a.m.–7 p.m., Sun. 8 a.m.–6 p.m.

How Ace Hardware works
Ace Hardware is a co-op with about 
4,500 Ace Hardware individually owned 
and operated stores worldwide. When an 
owner buys an Ace Hardware store, they 
also buy company stock, and receive 
a cash and company stock dividend 
annually from the company.  

Seasonal items

By Jesse Mendoza

The family-owned Lone Star Ace Hardware store 
employs 27 local residents.

The gift and accessory section is one of the 
store’s most profitable departments.

The hardware store features an array of grills, 
including the Big Green Egg cooking system.

Ace Hardware features a seasonal selection of 
home improvement, gardening and gift items.

• Spring: Plants, fertilizer, mulch, soil, pesti-
cides, Mother’s Day and Easter gifts

• Summer: Pool chemicals, pool testing, 
grills

• Fall: Gifts, Christmas lights
• Winter: Pipe insulation, heaters, plant 

covers

THE #1 Top Producing 
Office in Texas .

The Woodlands & Spring
281-367-7770

TheWoodlands-Spring.com

Call Today to See How We Can Help
You With All of Your Real Estate Needs!
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Hubbell & Hudson Bistro
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The Cheese & Charcuterie Board is served with pickled vegetables, chicken liver and Foie Gras ($15).
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Hubbell & Hudson Bistro
Chef brings new concept to The Woodlands 

W hen Hubbell & Hudson Bistro 
reopened in December, execu-
tive chef Austin Simmons 

brought a global influence and fine-din-
ing concept tailored to reflect the growing 
tastes of The Woodlands. 

Simmons offers Cure8—a fine dining 
tasting concept with a progressive-style 
menu—a concept that acts as a restaurant 
within a restaurant. 

Simmons said his inspiration to incorpo-
rate Cure8 into Hubbell & Hudson Bistro 
came to him after serving private tasting 
events and seeing a growing demand in the 
area for fine dining cuisine. To accom-
modate Cure8, Hubbell & Hudson Bistro 
closed its market space in October and 
doubled its bistro area 
to 4,000 square feet, 
which now includes 
five private rooms, 
a larger bar area, a 
lounge area and a 
chef’s room.

“Everything in The Woodlands is 
evolving, and as I started building more 
relationships within the community, I saw 
more demand for a progressive menu and 
dining experience,” Simmons said. “I feel 
like we can give The Woodlands some-
thing it has never had before.” 

Simmons said Cure8 is housed in the 
chef’s room and provides an eight-course 
menu for customers. Each event features a 
menu that progresses each dish from lighter 
to heavier foods throughout the meal. 

“I try to progress the menu [from] 
very light, like with raw fish, into more 
heavier proteins,” he said. “We are trying 
to keep the diner guessing the whole night 
through. You are always wanting the last 
bite of the last dish but cannot wait for the 
first bite of the next one.” 

To book a tasting through the Cure8 
program, parties must have a minimum 
of six individuals. Simmons said the menu 
is tailored to the party’s palette and can 
account for food allergies. 

Alongside the new restaurant layout, 
Simmons also incorporated a diversified 
menu grounded in seafood, steak, vegeta-
ble and Italian options. Simmons said the 
new menu draws its ingredients from local 
vendors and different tastes throughout the 
U.S. and the world. For example, Hub-
bell & Hudson Bistro imports its fish and 
oysters from the East Coast and its octopus 
from Mediterranean Sea vendors. 

“In my opinion, there is some very good 
seafood that comes out of the Gulf [of 
Mexico] but cold water seafood [from the 
East Coast] is very special,” Simmons said. 

Even with a diverse seafood selection, 
Simmons said many customers are still 
drawn to the in-house cured steak. 

DINING

24 Waterway Ave., Ste. 125, The Woodlands
281-203-5641
http://hubbellandhudson.com 
Hours: Mon.–Thu. 11 a.m.–10 p.m., Fri.–Sat. 11 
a.m.–midnight, Sun. 9 a.m.–10 p.m.

Akaushi beef 
Akaushi cattle draw its roots from 
Kumamoto, Japan—a small city on Kyushu 
Island. Akaushi cattle are split into two 
groups: Holsteins and Wagyu. Hubbell & 
Hudson Bistro use Wagyu cattle steak from 
HeartBrand Beef due to how its livestock are 
fed and raised. Wagyu cattle are massaged 
and fed beer or sake to increase their diets 
to produce tender meat. 

A small group of Akaushi cows and bulls 
were brought to the U.S. Today, HeartBrand 
Beef is one of the only certified suppliers of 
Akaushi beef in Texas. 

Customer favorites 
• Crispy Brussels sprouts–Leafy greens are 

glazed with caramel white soy and chili and 
served with Parmigiano-Reggiano. ($8) 

• Rack of lamb–The restaurant’s roasted 
lamb dish is served with a fennel puree, 
pickled fennel, fennel fronds salad, orange 
gastrique and fennel pollen. ($29)

Gluten-free options 
• East Coast oysters–The bistro’s oysters are 

served with cracker bread, lemon, Tabasco 
sauce, San Bai Zu Granita and dashi Thai 
chili cocktail sauce. (Market price) 

• Red wine-braised octopus–The dish is 
served on a cabernet and saffron reduction 
with shaved fennel and artichoke salad with 
a prosciutto chip. ($20)

• Burgundy snails–The dish is served with 
a potato gnocchi, parsley and watercress 
puree and warm garlic butter. ($15)

By Connor Hyde 

“I feel like we can give The 
Woodlands something it 
has never had before.”

—Austin Simmons, executive chef

C
o

ur
te

sy
 H

ub
b

el
l &

 H
ud

so
n

C
o

ur
te

sy
 H

ub
b

el
l &

 H
ud

so
n

C
o

ur
te

sy
 H

ub
b

el
l &

 H
ud

so
n

C
o

nn
o

r 
H

yd
e

C
o

ur
te

sy
 H

ub
b

el
l &

 H
ud

so
n

C
o

nn
o

r 
H

yd
e

The Bouchot mussels are served with lemongrass 
lobster dashi, preserved lemon and ginger ($13).

Austin Simmons became Hubbell & Hudson 
Bistro’s executive chef in 2010.

The pork belly sandwich is served on a bun with 
Sriracha hoisin, scallion and cucumber ($9).

After reopening in December, Hubbell & Hudson 
expanded its dining area to 4,000 square feet. 

European seabass is served with butter almondine 
ragout and butternut squash ravioli ($33).

The bistro’s servers and managers help  
customers pair dishes with different wine options. 

Hubbell & Hudson Bistro serves two 
steak options, Akaushi and Midwestern, 
that undergo different dry age programs. 

Dry aging involves housing meat in a 
controlled environment with monitored 
temperatures and humidity.  Simmons 
said the process dehydrates the water in 
the meat to concentrate the fat and protein. 
During dehydration, the intermuscular 
tissue and enzymes are broken down to 
produce a tender and flavorful steak. 

Hubbell & Hudson Bistro dry ages its 
Midwestern steak for 120 days and its 
Akaushi steak for 30 days. Although the 
aging results in a dryer steak, Simmons 
said it intensifies the meat’s natural flavors. 

 “People are just shocked at the amount 
of flavor,” he said. “As 
far as I know, we are 
one of the only res-
taurants in Houston 
that has a 120-day 
program.”

Thinking ahead, 
Simmons said he wants to expand his 
Cure8 program while continuing to offer a 
welcoming environment for customers.

“You feel comfortable coming in with 
your khaki shorts and fishing shirt to have 
dinner with us,” he said. “We are striv-
ing for those fine dining details. The only 
things that separates casual dining, semi-
fine dining and fine dining are the details.” 
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I chose the 
MD Anderson

close to me
- Gary Truver, Jr.

My team of experts focused only on me and my cancer. They guided me 
through advanced MD Anderson treatment options including surgery, 
radiation, chemotherapy, clinical trials and support services. They 
customized a plan just for me. Three months after I completed treatment, 
my mom was diagnosed with breast cancer. MD Anderson was there for 
both of us. Having MD Anderson in our community kept me  
close to my wife and three boys and my mom close to her grandsons.  
I chose the MD Anderson close to me. Find your MD Anderson today.

When I had cancer, the 
world’s leading care was 
right here. 

FindYourMDAnderson.comAppointments Available 713.745.9940
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Texas Central Railway picks utility corridor 
as preferred route for high-speed rail line
By Julie Butterfield and Liza Winkler 

Texas Central Railway rec-
ommended on Feb. 17 to the 
Federal Railroad Administra-
tion a utility corridor near Hwy. 
290 as the sole option for a  
proposed high-speed rail route 
from Houston to Dallas, opting 
against a route along I-45 that 
could have directly served The 
Woodlands. 

In February the FRA selected 
from a list of nine routes two 
corridors for high-speed rail. 
Those routes included the utility 
corridor and 
the Burling-
ton Northern 
Santa Fe route 
near Hwy. 
249 and along 
I-45. 

TCR’s final 
corridor rec-
ommendation 
comes after an estimated 800 
Montgomery County officials 
and residents gathered Feb. 2 
in Montgomery to speak out 
against the proposed construc-
tion of high-speed rail in Texas 
and specifically the BNSF route.

TCR said the utility corridor 
is the best option economi-
cally as well for reliability and 
safety. TCR is expected to 
move forward with investigat-
ing alternative paths along the 
utility corridor to accommodate 
potential conflicts with homes 
and businesses and submit addi-
tional information to the FRA 
for further analysis during the 
environmental review process.

“We selected the utility 
corridor as the best alterna-
tive because it satisfies the 

goals of the project to provide 
safe, reliable and economically 
viable high-speed rail service 
between Houston and Dal-
las,” said David Hagy, execu-
tive director for community 
outreach for TCR. “The utility 
corridor will also reduce the 
project’s impact on communi-
ties and landowners by follow-
ing existing rights of way as 
much as possible.”

However, despite TCR’s  
decision to pursue the Hwy. 290 
utility corridor as the preferred 

route, some local officials are 
still hoping an I-45 rail route 
could eventually be settled on. 

In November, The Wood-
lands Township asked the Texas 
Department of Transportation 
in a letter to consider a corridor 
along I-45 as a possibility for 
the rail line. 

The township argued that the 
expanding population of Mont-
gomery County warranted the 
inclusion of the I-45 corridor in 
an environmental impact study, 
or EIS, for a possible route. 

“The existing and projected 
population growth along the 
I-45 corridor from the  
Montgomery–Harris County 
border north to the Huntsville 
area will be more than a  
significant contributor to 

population growth in the 
region,” township board Chair-
man Bruce Tough said. “In 
Montgomery County alone, 
the population is projected to 
increase from 500,000 to 1.1 mil-
lion by 2040. This fact argues for 
inclusion of the I-45 corridor in 
the [EIS] evaluation.”

However, FRA officials said 
the I-45 route did not compare 
favorably to other available 
options.

 “The I-45 corridor we looked 
at closely and gave it full  

consideration, 
but compared 
to the others it 
did not score 
as well,” FRA 
EIS Lead James 
Maughan said.

According to 
TCR the final 
route is not 

finally determined until the EIS 
is complete. A study draft will 
be ready by the end of 2015. 

The EIS process helps deter-
mine station locations and 
examines the overall cost of the 
high-speed rail project, said 
Vice President of Environmen-
tal and Engineering for TCR 
Shaun McCabe.

According to TCR,  
officials plan to recommend the 
FRA consider the inclusion of 
an alternative path along the 
I-10 corridor to reach a possible 
station in downtown Houston. 

TCR is expected to work with 
the city of Houston officials to 
evaluate the exact logistics of 
the potential route in the near 
future.

TRANSPORTATION

Rail dissent 
State Rep. Will Metcalf, 

R-Conroe, said he is opposed to 
high-speed rail in Texas.

“We need more roads for citi-
zens to travel to ease our existing 
roadways,” he said. “We do not 
need a high-speed railway in Texas 
that will only benefit a few while at 
the same time disturbing thou-
sands of citizens within its path.”

The proposed high-speed 
rail will travel from Houston to 
Dallas in 90 minutes. The rail 

will use N700-I Bullet Tokaido 
Shinkansen technology, which 
has a record of zero passenger 
injuries and has been used in 
Japan for more than 50 years, 
according to TCR. Tickets for 
riding the train will be compa-
rable to airline prices. 

Texas Central Railway, the private company proposing a Houston-to-
Dallas high-speed rail line, has chosen a utility corridor along part of 
Hwy. 290 as its preferred route. A route along I-45 was also an option.

TX
High-Speed
R A I L  S Y S T E M
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SAM HOUSTON

“We selected the utility corridor as the best 
alternative because it satisfies the goals 
of the project to provide safe, reliable, 
and economically viable high-speed rail 
service between Houston and Dallas.”

—David Hagy, executive director for community outreach for TCR

For additional information on the project  
and proposed routes

www.texascentral.com and  
www.dallashoustonhsr.com

Celebrating 
10 Years of Art

with a
3-Day Festival

Friday,  Saturday and Sunday

Stretch your Friday
lunch hour or take
the afternoon off.
Enjoy great food, sip
some wine and find
that special piece.

First LOOk 
Friday
$10 Friday ticket

For tickets and information: WoodlandsArtsFestival.com Festival proceeds benefit the year-round community and education outreach programs, Because Art Matters.

Sean Brown
April 10-11-12

Cypress

Magnolia

Teague
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Creekside Park development raises concern
By Julie Butterfield

The Village of Creekside Park 
residents and The Woodlands 
Development Company are in 
conflict over a resident peti-
tion that asks the Development 
Company to selectively cut trees 
instead of clear-cutting them, 
which residents say decimates 
large swaths of trees during 
development. The Development 
Company claims it continues to 
maintain the core principles of 
The Woodlands.

The petition, organized by 
Creekside Park resident Matthew 
Burton, has over 2,000 signatures. 
In the petition, Burton contends 
residents are worried Creekside 
Park will not resemble the rest 
of The Woodlands when con-
struction on the Creekside Park 
Village Center is complete.

“My story of moving to The 
Woodlands was very typical of 
my friends and neighbors here 
in Creekside Park,” Burton said. 
“My buyer’s agent took me to 
the home finder center run by 
The Woodlands Development 
Company, where their friendly 
representatives sold us on what 

made The Woodlands special and 
worth the premium to live here.”

Burton said the petitioners 
feel like victims of a bait-and-
switch technique because of 
the clear-cutting of the trees in 
Creekside Park.

“I could have bought my same 
house for $100,000 less just south 
of The Woodlands, but I decided 
to pay a premium to live within 
the township because I loved that 
idea of living in a forested envi-
ronment,” he said.

One plot of land, in between 
the bifurcated Kuykendahl Road, 
between The Woodlands Fire 
Station No. 7 and the H-E-B 
grocery store in the Creekside 
Park Village Center, has no trees 
left after the plot was cleared. The 
area, about the size of a city block, 
was once populated with mature 
trees. The site was selected to be a 
part of the Creekside Park Village 
Center development. Burton said 
the parcel of land was the catalyst 
for residents’ concern because 
of the stark contrast in what was 
once wooded and is now a large 
square of dirt. 

Robert Heineman, vice 

president of planning for the 
Development Company, said all 
of the trees were cut on the tract 
because the Development Com-
pany discovered it had a bowl-like 
surface. He said for the property 
to properly drain, and for the 
buildings to be elevated correctly, 
the contractor used 300 truck-
loads of dirt to correct the grade. 
The property will eventually 
accommodate medical offices, 
restaurants and retail. Heineman 
said construction begins this 
month, startingwith buildings, 
parking and then landscaping.  

The Woodlands Township 
Chairman Bruce Tough said 
trees have been cleared in the 
Creekside Park Village Center so 
that it will more closely resemble 
Market Street. 

“[The development] has road-
ways going through it like Market 
Street, and the drainage accom-
modations could not be met, and 
[the Development Company] 
cleared the trees,” he said. “And 
it’s alarming and unsettling. But 
the assurances and promises have 
been made—there will be a lot of 
revegetation and planting within 

DEVELOPMENT
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Village of Creekside Park resident Matthew Burton shows an area that has drawn 
concern from local residents. The land is being cleared for a new shopping center.

the development plans.”
Alex Sutton, co-president of the 

Development Company, said one 
of the inspirations for the Creek-
side Park Village Center was the 
Mayberry community depicted in 
the 1960s CBS sitcom “The Andy 
Griffith Show.” 

Heineman said the Develop-
ment Company has aimed to 
preserve the natural environment 
of Creekside Park by replanting 
trees and by leaving a forested 
buffer around the village center. 

“We had always wanted to 
build this village square [similar 

Creekside Park forest preserves 
Although the land allocated for the Creekside Park 
Village Center is not designated as a forest preserve, 
there are areas of the village that have received the 
designation, according to the township.

 Total area planned for 
village center

 Area being cleared for 
new village center 

1  Fire station No. 7

2  H-E-B

3  Creekside Park  
village green

4  Walgreens

5  First Bank

Beth Ferester Presents

34 Damask Rose
Gorgeous Tuscan beauty overlooking the Nicklaus course and the pond in the Electra 
enclave of Carlton Woods.  Originally built for the � rst owners by Tom Cox, the home 

exudes the highest quality of appointments including an Epicurean delight kitchen 
with large island and 6 burner Viking cooktop, double ovens, side by side SubZero re-
frigerator and delightful outdoor kitchen, pool, spa and putting green.  A huge upstairs 
balcony has expansive views of the course and pond.  � e home also has a large theatre 

upstairs and a large gameroom downstairs.  Travertine and wood � oors throughout 
most of the home.  Dramatic, 24-foot ceilings in the living, dining, and study.  � ere is 
a four-car garage and gorgeous grounds with circular drive.  You must see this fabulous 
property in the heart of � e Woodlands gated Country Club area, Carlton Woods. Visit 

this home at www.34DamaskRose.com.  O� ered at $4,500,000.

34 Hepplewhite Way
� is magni� cent property is located in the heart of Carlton 

Woods on a dynamic golf course lot spanning over one acre of 
lush grounds overlooking the 14th hole of the Nicklaus Course. 
� e sprawling Mediterranean beauty was built in 2008 by the 

renowned builders, Rohe and Wright and spans 9,786 square feet, 
including a separate casita. � e focus of the home is the central 
courtyard area, perfect for entertaining large groups or intimate 

family functions. Visit this home at www.34HepplewhiteWay.com.  
O� ered at $2,995,000.

91 S Palmiera
� is lovely Rohe & Wright home sits on a beautiful, large lot 

overlooking the pond of the Palmiera enclave in Carlton Woods. 
Home has a superb layout, circular drive, groin ceiling hallway, 

South African stone and wood � oors, large game room, plus 
media room. � e lush outdoors features a spacious back porch 
with � re pit extension and summer kitchen. Visit this home at 

www.91PalmieraCircle.com. O� ered at  $1,675,000

38 Palmer Woods Drive
One of a kind, quality built home with extensive updates and 
upgrades over the years including HVAC, water heaters, LED 
lighting, appliances, 60KW generator and so much more. � is 

magni� cent property sits on a heavily treed corner lot overlooking 
the Palmer Golf Course. A circular drive enters from both Palmer 

Woods and Ivy Pond cul-de-sac. With over 6,300 square feet of 
interior space this home is a delight to see and enjoy. 

Visit this home at www.38PalmerWoodsDr.com.  
O� ered at $2,100,000.
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to what] you see all over Texas 
in small towns,” Heineman said. 
“We don’t have a village green in 
any of the villages.” 

Heineman said the Devel-
opment Company wanted to 
improve upon the village cen-
ters it has built in the past. 

“We put all of those ideas 
together—and we came up with 
this idea—based on being inno-
vative and evolving and learning 
from our mistakes,” he said. “We 
believe they are better ideas.” 

He said the center would be 
bicycle and pedestrian friendly. 

“The idea is to be able to create 
the village center so that you don’t 
have to use a car,” Sutton said. 

Burton said there is a larger 
issue of clear-cutting trees in 
Creekside Park in areas other 
than the center being developed. 

“The Woodlands Development 
Company sold us The Wood-
lands, but they are now building 
us Katy,” Burton said. 

He said the Development 
Company told him, when he 
was a prospective homebuyer, 
that commercial development 
would be hidden behind natural 
forest buffers.

Sutton disagreed with Bur-
ton’s assessment.

“[Creekside Park is] not going 

to look like Katy,” Sutton said. 
“Because we do have the [veg-
etation] preserves, we have the 
trees, and we are landscaping in a 
formal manner.” 

Heineman said Hughes Land-
ing is a good representation of a 
formal manner of landscaping 
with its fusion of vegetation, mul-
tifamily properties and retail. 

Burton said the petition asks 
the Development Company to 
ensure Creekside Park is consis-
tent with the look of the rest of 
The Woodlands. 

“You can have a wonderful 
walkable, bikeable neighborhood 
towered over by beautiful trees,” 
he said. “The bike paths in the 
original Woodlands designs serve 
this purpose directly. As we say 
in our petition, we are not anti-
development. We simply want 
development done consistent 
with the original villages of The 
Woodlands. This is a reasonable 
expectation of reasonable people 
who believed what they were sold 
by the Development Company 
when we moved in.” 

Heineman said the Village of 
Creekside Park, with the excep-
tion of the Creekside Park Vil-
lage Center, is being developed 
with the same forest preserve 
standards as other villages in 

The Wood-
lands. 

“There are some 
areas where we have 
bought property that 
were outside The 
Woodlands since we 
began Creekside Park, and 
a lot of that had no trees on it,” 
Heineman said. “We’ve always 
had a requirement in front yards 
for 40 percent of the front yard 
area to be preserved as a natural 
area—not grass—and that’s been 
in the standards for a long time.” 

Heineman said the Develop-
ment Company has enacted 
standards within the town-
ship that require 25 percent 
of home’s backyard to be “a 
natural wooded setting or 
replanted.”

Township Director Peggy 
Hausman said many homebuy-
ers have a perception of what The 
Woodlands is when they drive 
around the villages—that all of 
villages in The Woodlands would 
look similar, which includes the 
forest aesthetic. She said in the 
past, Woodlands developers have 
protected the trees.

“It’s hard to protect Mother 
Nature,” she said. “And it’s expen-
sive to protect to Mother Nature. 
But I do think that it’s worth it.”

The commercial planning and design standards outline the rules developers 
must follow in regard to tree clearing, landscaping and reforestation while in the 
process of commercial development. 

THE WOODLANDS 
COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

LANDSCAPING CLEARING LIMITS

Landowners and 
developers are 
required to implement, 
complete and maintain 
reforestation and 
landscape plans.

Landowners and 
developers must comply 
with land clearing and 
tree coverage ratios, 
and must limit tree and 
vegetation removal 
during construction. 

Landscaping is 
inspected by The 
Woodlands Township 
and must be completed 
with the completion 
of the building or 
development.

Landscaping standards 
ensure that landscape 
areas in commercial 
sites adhere to the 
township’s design 
philosophy of preserving 
and enhancing natural 
environments.

Clearing is not allowed 
more than 3 feet from 
the edge of the onsite 
paving, 10 feet beyond a 
building, wall and inside 
landscape features.  

No clearing, excavation, 
paving, construction, 
except for permitted 
construction, is allowed 
in a forest preserve.

No clearing is permitted 
within a forest preserve 
or building setback. 
Exceptions include 
clearing for driveways or 
for some utilities.

The land parcel cleared 
by The Woodlands 
Development Company 
for development of the 
Creekside Park Village 
Center is not designated 
as a forest preserve, 
according to the 
township.

LIVEBONTERRA.COM

HOMES FROM THE MID $200S - MID $400S

Join us for our upcoming event:

Sunday, March15th
St. Patty’s Friends &

Family Day Event
Bring your signature side dish.

We’ll provide the burgers, 
hot dogs and green beer.

<<<<<

I am

Tour 9 Model Homes

RSVP by Mar. 8th to: Ashelea, our Internet Home Consultant, 
at 281.780.4652 or HoustonOnline@TaylorMorrison.com

I AM  >  63

carefree

AN INSPIRED LIVING
EXPERIENCE FROM

Offer void where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. All information (including, but not limited to prices, availability, incentives, floor plans, site
plans, features, standards and options, assessments and fees, planned amenities, programs, conceptual artists’ renderings and community develop-
ment plans) is not guaranteed and remains subject to change or delay without notice. Maps and plans are not to scale and all dimensions are approxi-
mate. Photos and descriptions of any planned improvements, features or amenities are not an actual representation and are for illustration purposes
only that remain subject to change. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. At
least one resident of household must be 55 or better, and additional restrictions apply. Some residents may be younger than 55 and no one under 
19 in permanent residency. Please see a Taylor Morrison Sales Associate for details and visit www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. 
© Jan. 2015, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

With gorgeous rolling hills, inspiring
amenities and activities designed for
intrepid men and women 55 and greater,
Bonterra is the perfect home for those
who live life to the fullest. Make your
move to Bonterra at Woodforest.

Source: The Woodlands Township

Get ready to do business the way 
it used to be done—only better.

OPENING SOON
(and worth the wait)

WE’RE COMING TO U

1900 Research Forest Drive
The Woodlands, TX 77381
 
communitybankoftx.com

NMLS #423137
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Open Monday-Saturday 10 am - 6 pm; Sunday 12 pm - 6 pm. Brokers welcome.  Homes available nationwide.  Prices subject to change without notice.  Photos are images only and should not be relied upon 
to confi rm applicable features.  This is not an offering where prohibited by law. Apple and the Apple logo are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. App Store is a service mark of 
Apple Inc. Google Play is a trademark of Google Inc. *Volume Builder of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 & 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders.

Model Homes 
NOW OPEN!

Download the new Toll Brothers app today
Design trends, tips, 
recipes – fi nd it all at

TollTV.com
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FUTURE GRAND PKWYLuxury single-family homes in one of North Houston’s newest 
master planned communities located on the future Grand Parkway.
• 70´ & 80´ wide home sites o� ered in two collections. 80´ wide home sites 

o� ered exclusively by Toll Brothers.
• Home designs range from 3,000 to 5,600+ sq. � .; Casitas o� ered on select designs
• Hundreds of personalization options available 
• Resort-style amenities include clubhouse, parks, trails, lakes & more!
• Convenient access to major thoroughfares, � e Woodlands Town Center 

& ExxonMobil Campus
• Highly-acclaimed Conroe ISD

Priced from the upper $400,000s

Be among the first to tour our two professionally decorated model homes!
For detailed directions, call (855) 289-8656 or visit TollBrothers.com/WRCI today.

Five-Time Texas 
Builder of the Year!*

Riley Fuzzell Road, Spring, TX 77386
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Oak Ridge North moves forward with housing and transportation initiatives
By Jesse Mendoza

Now that the city of Oak Ridge North 
has completed rehabilitation projects to 
the city’s water and sewer systems as well 
as its roads, city officials continue to press 
forward with other projects outlined in the 
city’s comprehensive plan.

The plan details a vision for all compo-
nents of the city, including housing, trans-
portation, parks and recreation, retail and 
commercial businesses as well as a planned 
plaza district. 

Following nearly a year of resident input 
the city adopted the plan in June 2013.

Mayor James Kuykendall said having 
a comprehensive vision for the future 
allows city officials to make decisions that 
methodically advance the goals laid out in 
the plan.

“We serve our citizens for today, but 
we have always got to be planning for the 
future,” he said. “Infrastructure like water 
and sewer upgrades and everything that 
we have done that 
is brand new has 
to be continually 
upgraded and 
maintained to 
service today but 
to also serve the 
future citizens of 
our city.”

Several of the plan’s initiatives—such 
as overlaying the city streets with new 
asphalt, rehabilitating the city water plant, 
providing maintenance to the water and 
sewer system—have already been accom-
plished, City Manager Vicky Rudy said.

She said that although some of the 
progress may be less evident to residents, 
other projects, such as a realignment and 
expansion of Robinson Road, adding a 

walking and biking 
trail along Wood-
son Road, and the 
development of an 
open space plan 
and thoroughfare 
plan, have entered 
the planning stages 
and are underway.

“We have set the groundwork for almost 
every aspect of this plan in two years’ 
time,” Rudy said.

As additional projects—such as the Rob-
inson Road realignment—are completed, 
the city also plans to develop a plaza 

district where residents can commune and 
potentially find businesses, such as day 
care facilities, coffee shops, small restau-
rants and services, Economic Development 
Director Susan Cates said.

“It will take a public-private partnership 
working with a developer to make [those 
projects] happen,” Cates said. “So while we 
have concept ideas, a developer is going to 
come in there and have their own design 
ideas and what they think is marketable, 
and we will work with them in a planned 
unit development.”

The proposed location for the plaza 
district is along Robinson Road at the 
intersection of Hanna Road—where the 
city purchased property in January that 
could become the future location of City 
Hall, Rudy said.

DEVELOPMENT

“We serve our citizens 
for today, but we have 
always got to be plan-
ning for the future.”

—James Kuykendall, mayor
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It has been nearly two years since the city of Oak Ridge North approved its comprehensive 
plan, and city officials continue to move forward with initiatives established in 2013. The plan 
outlines housing, transportation, parks and recreation, retail and commercial businesses, and 
plaza district goals for the city.

OAK RIDGE NORTH   PLANNING FOR A HEALTHY FUTURE

Infrastructure upgrades:  
Oak Ridge North has completed 
rehabilitation projects for:

City water plant

Water and sewer systems 

Roads

New ordinances:  
The city is overhauling its 
ordinances, including a 
December passage of a 
roofing ordinance. The city 
is also in the process of 
creating a recreational vehicle 
ordinance and dividing 
the residential district into 
multiple residential districts.

Home revitalization:  
The city’s Community Affairs 
Committee was created last 
year to find ways to reach 
out to the community and 
help with home repairs and 
revitalization needs among 
city residents. 

Code enforcement:  
Oak Ridge North has 
increased its code 
enforcement efforts in 
recent years in an effort to 
maintain the standards of the 
community. 

ONGOING INITIATIVES

COMPLETED PROJECTS
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The city’s water plant project has been completed.

The city plans to develop a plaza district. This illustration was developed for 
planning purposes only and does not 
represent a constructed project.

FUTURE PROJECTS

PROJECTS IN PLANNING STAGES

Plaza district:  
As the city moves along with 
comprehensive plan projects, city 
officials seek to establish a plaza 
district for residents to commune 
and find shops, restaurants and 
services.

Robinson Road: In January the 
city commissioned preliminary 
studies necessary for the 
realignment and expansion of 
Robinson Road.

Branding initiatives: The city 
is developing a brand for the city, 
which includes installation of new 
city limit signs, identifying markers 
and city banners.

Woodson Road: The city plans to 
start development of a walking and 
biking trail along Woodson Road by 
the end of the year. 

Open space plan: The city is 
developing an open space plan that 
aims to enhance community identity, 
increase walkability, enhance parks 
and recreation opportunities and 
develop a town center.  Drainage: The public works 

department is conducting an 
evaluation of storm water and 
drainage systems.

Thoroughfare plan: The city is 
developing a thoroughfare plan that 
will outline proposed future roads.

welcome to
OAK  

RIDGE  
NORTH 



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com22

Reforestation efforts continue in The Woodlands
By Ariel Carmona Jr. 

The Woodlands Township is 
in the midst of ongoing efforts to 
replenish the area’s forested tracts 
and repair damage from the 2011 
drought. So far, the reforestation 
efforts have cost the township 
about $1.7 million.

The new phase of the tree-
planting program began Jan. 24 
at the Arbor Day celebration at 
Rob Fleming Park, where the 
township gave out 120,000 seed-
lings for residents to plant.

John Powers, assistant general 
manager of community services 
for the township, said forestry 
crews would plant seedlings that 
were not given away at the event. 
Powers said 1,000 trees of 5- and 
30-gallon sizes, mostly larger 
native pines and oaks, will also be 
planted by Brickman, the com-
pany that performs landscaping 
work in The Woodlands, along 
with another 5,000 seedlings for 
smaller trees.

As of mid-February, the 
township had given out 120,000 
seedlings, and the township staff 
planted trees in the community 
throughout February, targeting 

some of the hardest-hit areas. 
“We try to plant in those areas 

where the residents have been 
impacted,” Powers said. “We 
plant the 5-gallon [trees] where 
there might not have been too 
many [trees] in the first place.” 

Powers said crews are focus-
ing on the Village of Creekside 
Park during the current planting 
phase. Although the drought 
hit The Woodlands uniformly 
throughout, the villages of 
Cochran’s Crossing, Panther 
Creek and Grogan’s Mill, which 
are considered old-growth forest 
areas, were addressed in the last 
phase of the reforestation efforts, 
he said.

“We’ve hit those areas pretty 
well—we’re focusing now on 
areas like [the Village of] Sterling 
Ridge— these are older areas 
[that] didn’t have older-growth 
trees to begin with,” Powers said. 

In Sterling Ridge, the township 
is supplementing original forested 
areas with a higher percentage of 
new seedlings than elsewhere in 
The Woodlands.

“What we would like to see 
happen is to have a constant 

forest,” said Bruce Tough, 
chairman of the township 
board of directors. 

Tough said a chal-
lenge facing the town-
ship is that there are 
many people moving 
into The Woodlands as 
well as some residents 
offering suggestions and 
recommendations who are 
not familiar with the history 
and aesthetics of the  
community.

He said the township has 
removed many trees that 
were deemed a hazard, and 
there is an ongoing refor-
estation effort despite some 
in the community who have 
suggested the area should be 
more pristine and manicured. 

“There is a push to have more 
visibility in the commercial areas, 
but that’s not The Woodlands—
we have trees,” Tough said. 

Powers said that since the 
drought in 2011, the township’s 
annual budget for reforesta-
tion efforts has increased from 
$85,000 to $314,000. He said 
$85,000 to $100,000 is the normal 

COMMUNITY

amount the township spends 
each year to remove hazardous 
trees and replant new ones. 

“We have about two more years 
left of this high-level effort,” he 
said. “We expect it to taper off to 
normal conditions by 2017.”

The multi-year reforestation 
plan takes into account that not 
all trees planted are going to sur-
vive. Powers said approximately 
10 percent of seedlings planted in 

2012 have survived, while 
80 percent survived from 
2013–14 efforts.  

“There’s always going to 
be higher mortality of the 
smaller seedlings,” Powers 
said. “If we can get half of 
the smaller seedlings to 
survive, then we are happy. 
We are shooting for 95 
percent [survival rate] of 
the bigger trees.”

REFORESTATION EFFORTS IN THE WOODLANDS

Ongoing efforts continue to replenish The Woodlands forest preserves, by planting drought-
resistant species. Among the priorities for The Woodlands Township is removing trees 
that create hazardous situations for motorists and residents and increasing the budget for 
reforestation efforts for several years while also planting more trees. 

Funds spent by The 
Woodlands Township 
to remove dead and 

hazardous trees.

Source: The Woodlands Township

Money was spent by The 
Woodlands Township to 
replant trees killed by 

drought and other factors.

Funds were spent by The 
Woodlands Township 
to provide trees to the 
community to plant.

2010 
$658,175

2011 
$663,633

2012 
$2,727,619

2013 
$366,033

2014 
$186,188

2015 budget 
$385,000

2010 
$204,968

2011 
$85,578

2012 
$213,771

2013 
$411,800

2014 
$411,800

2015 budget 
$411,800

2010 
$1,067

2011  
$12,600

2012  
$34,500

2013  
$66,500

2014  
$74,000

2015 budget 
N/A

Tree removal Reforestation Tree planting

 

-  A Gated Entry  -  A Recreation Center with clubhouse & pool
-  23-acre Woodtrace Lake -  Miles of wooded greenbelt trails
-  Parks & nature reserves - Outstanding Tomball ISD Schools
-  Convenient location on SH 249, just  north of the new Grand Parkway

Six Furnished Model 
Homes Now Open 

Daily from the 
$300s - $900s

WoodtraceCommunity.com

FriendswoodDevelopment.com
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Jankowski cautions against comparison to 
’80s crisis, despite current price of oil

Rep. Brady touts proposed 
Asia-Pacific trade agreement

By Brian Walzel 
Patrick Jankowski, vice president of research 

for the Greater Houston Partnership, spoke on the 
ongoing energy crisis and the effect the decreased 
cost of oil has on the economy during the Wood-
lands Area Chamber of Commerce’s Economic 
Outlook Conference.  

The GHP works to promote economic growth 
among 11 Greater Houston counties. 

Jankowski allayed fears among some econo-
mists that the current crisis might be similar to 
that of the 1980s crash that crippled the Houston 
economy and saw the cost of oil drop to below $25 
per gallon.

“This is not going to be a repeat of the ’80s,” 
Jankowski said. 

Among the indicators Jankowski used as an 
example that the economic climate is different 
than that of the 1980s was that Houston develop-
ers have not overbuilt on speculative office space 
like they did in the 1980s. Speculative office space 
is constructed before a tenant has signed on to 
occupy the building. 

However, the pace of recent job growth in 
Texas—about a 3 percent to 4 percent increase 

annually since 2012 
compared with about 
2.2 percent in the U.S., 
according to the Texas 
A&M University Real 
Estate Center—is not 
likely to continue if the 
cost of oil remains low, 
Jankowski said.

“Everybody [in 
Texas] is still see-
ing growth in this 
economy, just not at 
the pace of 100,000 jobs per year,” he said. “Maybe 
we’re getting ready to sink back to an average of 
about 50,000 jobs [added] per year.”

Jankowski said the economic crisis is evident in 
the exploration efforts of oil and gas companies. 
He said companies will likely spend 30 percent to 
40 percent less on exploration in 2015 than they 
did in 2014, and one-third fewer oil wells will be in 
operation.

“There are companies out there already having 
difficulties paying debt,” Jankowski said. “You will 
have companies with layoffs.”

By Brian Walzel 
The Woodlands Area Chamber of 

Commerce hosted its 29th annual Eco-
nomic Outlook Conference on Feb. 20 at 
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel 
& Convention Center.

Rep. Kevin Brady, R-The Woodlands, 
was among the event’s nine speakers and 
stressed the importance of global free 
trade. Brady said a new trade agreement 
with countries in the Asia-Pacific region 
could provide a significant economic 
boost to the U.S and to the local region.

“We need to be in the Asia-Pacific 
region,” he said. “This is the most dynamic growth area in the world.”

Brady touted the creation of the long-planned Trans-Pacific Part-
nership, a trade agreement among the United States and 11 countries 
in the Asia-Pacific region. 

“This agreement is very important to Texas, with 1 million jobs 
tied to agreements with this region,” he said. “This is a $6.5 trillion 
market, only succeeded by the U.S. and China economies.”

Brady said he hopes the agreement would be finalized by the end of 
the year.

“These agreements mean jobs,” he said.

ECONOMIC OUTLOOK CONFERENCE

Update on The Woodlands economy 
includes latest in local development
By Julie Butterfield

Alex Sutton, co-president of the Wood-
lands Development Co., presented the 
latest Woodlands demographic informa-
tion at the annual Economic Outlook 
Conference on Feb. 20 as well as updates 
on Hughes Landing and the Village of 
Creekside Park Village Center.

Sutton said the population of The 
Woodlands grew to 109,679 in 2014 with 
41,199 residences and 1,973 employers. 
There are 58,400 employed residents, and 
tax values reached $16.3 billion, according 
to the Development Company.

Sutton said more than 540,000 people 
visited the Cynthia Woods Mitchell 

Pavilion last year, the second most among 
worldwide outdoor amphitheaters, and 
The Woodlands’ two Cinemark theaters 
had a combined 1.1 million visits last year. 

Sutton offered a video presentation on 
development at Hughes Landing, which 
is under construction and includes three 
office buildings—two of which will 
house ExxonMobil employees—Restau-
rant Row, Lake’s Edge apartments and 
Whole Foods Market.

Sutton also spoke about the Village of 
Creekside Park Village Center develop-
ment in Creekside Village.

“We envisioned a concept where you 
could come into a town in which you 
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The Woodlands Development Co. is opening the 66-acre Hughes Landing project this spring.

would see a public building and a gather-
ing space,” Sutton said. 

Tim Welbes, co-president of The 
Woodlands Development Co., announced 
details of the unnamed 2,000-acre 

development in Conroe planned by the 
Howard Hughes Corp., the company that 
owns The Woodlands. Welbes said the 
development will open in spring 2017 
with homes available in 2016. 

Rep. Kevin Brady,  
The Woodlands

Patrick Jankowski

EXPERIENCE STRUCTURE STABILITY

Accounting • Audit • Business Planning • Consulting • Governance & Reporting 
Managing Risk • IFRS • Employee Benefi t Planning • Tax & Transactional Services
Operational Effectiveness & Financing • Wealth Management & Preservation
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28422 SHINING CREEK  •  $385,000

10 S. CROSSED BIRCH PL.  •  $319,000

8850 VAN ALLEN  •  $595,000

23 N. SEASONS TRACE  •  $919,900

14 PIROUETTE PL.  •  $420,000

10 CRYSTAL CANYON PL.  •  $662,500

34 S. BADGER LODGE CIR.  •  $1,680,000
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®heritagetexas.com

936.447.9625

LOCAL ROOTS | GLOBAL REACH
THANKS TO OUR AFFILIATION with Leading Real Estate

Companies of the World® and Luxury Por tfolio International®, 

we can market your home around the globe.

10 PLAYER POND PL.  •  $2,999,900
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Hwy. 242 to be complete in March, toll funds 
to aid in future local mobility projects
By Jesse Mendoza 

Commuters will soon be able 
to use the tolled Hwy. 242 direct 
connector facilities to bypass one 
of Montgomery County’s busiest 
intersections: I-45 and Hwy. 242. 
The project is expected to be 
complete by the end of March, 
according to project developer 
PTP Transportation.

The connectors will allow 
drivers traveling northbound 
along I-45 to turn west on Hwy. 
242 and drivers traveling west on 
Hwy. 242 to turn south on I-45 
without having to navigate the 
busy intersection, PTP Transpor-
tation Program Manager Jennie 
Taraborelli said. 

The facilities will be toll-tag 
accessible only so as not to 
diminish the effectiveness of the 
overpasses, Taraborelli said.

“The benefit you are offering 
by this sort of queue-jumping 
facility is that you don’t have to 
wait forever at the intersection,” 
Taraborelli said. “That becomes 
diminished if you are waiting to 
pay a toll, and it would also have 

affected other traffic on I-45.”
Toll fares for the Hwy. 242 

direct connectors were yet to be 
set by the Montgomery County 
Toll Road Authority at press time. 
The MCTRA is composed of the 
Montgomery County Commis-
sioners Court, county Judge Craig 
Doyal said. 

Money generated from the tolls 
will be used to pay debt service, 
operation and maintenance on 
the flyover project, Doyal said. 
Once that debt service is paid, the 
toll funds could be used to pay 
for other mobility projects in The 
Woodlands area.

Once complete, Doyal said the 
direct connectors would be the 
first road with tolls in  
Montgomery County.

“We are working with [the 
Texas Department of Transpor-
tation] on the Hwy. 249 [exten-
sion] project, which would be the 
second tolled facility,” he said. 

Known as the Aggie Express-
way, the project will extend Hwy. 
249 by 15 miles from FM 1774 
from Pinehurst to north of Todd 

Mission, according to TxDOT.
While the Hwy. 242 project 

will give drivers another route 
option, Taraborelli said traffic 
congestion at the intersection is 
likely to remain due to ongoing 
development in the area, which 
includes the upcoming Houston 
Methodist Hospital, Texas  
Children’s Hospital and the 
recently opened Costco store.

“I think it is a sign of the growth 
that is coming to Montgomery 
County,” Taraborelli said. “If we 
were starting this project today 
we [would] probably design for an 
even larger project, but this one 
can be expanded in time.”

Taraborelli said the expan-
sion, a third direct connector 
that would allow drivers travel-
ing north on I-45 to turn east on 
Hwy. 242, hinges on funding and 
the approval by the MCTRA. She 
said the expansion has been envi-
ronmentally cleared, but devel-
opment of the nearby hospitals 
could change the status of that 
clearance if the extra connector is 
not built soon. 

TRANSPORTATION
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The direct connector project is designed to alleviate westbound traffic congestion.

The Hwy. 242 direct connectors will be  
accessible only with a toll tag.

242 DIRECT CONNECTOR

The Hwy. 242 direct connector project, 
which would allow drivers to bypass traffic 
signals at the intersection of I-45 and 
Hwy. 242, is scheduled to be complete 
in March. The project is on schedule and 
will be the first toll road in Montgomery 
County, according to PTP Transportation.

2003: 33,000 

2009: 41,000 
2013: 43,829

Hwy. 242 and I-45 average 
daily traffic counts

ESTIMATED PROJECT COST: $39.6 MILLION

We provide counsel 
and expertise on:
•  Probate, Estate Administration 
    and Trust administration

•  Drafting Wills, Trusts and 
    Disability Planning Documents

•  Estate, Trust and Charitable Planning

•  Business Planning and Exit Strategies

• Asset Protection Planning

•  Estate and Trust Litigation

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 200 - The Woodlands, TX 77380 
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

 Steven J. Clausen 
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

*

*

Who do you turn to when you have an estate,
business or tax issue? 

You turn to the expert who has handled these complex 
issues for over twenty-fi ve years as a large fi rm partner 

and as the owner of a boutique fi rm.

Affiliated Mortgage Company
Home Loan Division of Benchmark Bank

9595 Six Pines Dr., Suite 6290

The Woodlands, Texas 77380

Office: 281-465-7424
Toll Free: 888-335-1909

 kelly@kellytx.com
www.kellytx.com

N M L S # 6 1 4 0 7 1

Kelly Malatesta 
Senior Mortgage Advisor

AREAS OF EXPERTISE:
Purchase & Refinance

• Conventional
• Fixed - ARMS
• Jumbo
• FHA
• VA

One Time Close
• Construction
• Renovation

A s  h e a r d  o n  K S E V  7 0 0  a m  w i t h  S t e v e  D r a k e !

Grogan’s Mill Rd.
Sawdust Rd.

TEXAS TUSCAN FURNITURE DESIGNS
Where Everything is One of a Kind...

Redefining Fine Furniture

New 
Arrivals

Exotic and Repurposed Hardwood Furniture, Home Accessories and More             
 26207 OAK RIDGE DR.  STE. A . THE WOODLANDS, TX. 77380                                                   

281-292-5536 • 713-426-5556 • Monday to Saturday 10-6pm • Sunday by Appointment Only
www.TexasTuscanFurniture.com • Info@TexasTuscanFurniture.com

Interstate 45

N

Nursery Rd.

Oak Ridge Dr.
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Plans, prices, and availability subject to change without notice.

“Who would have ever thought my 
abdominal pain was a heart attack? 
My family took me to a local hospital 
emergency room where I was told it 
would be a four hour wait. My 
daughters told me about Parkway ER 
at Creekside. As soon as we arrived, I 
was immediately taken to the room. I 
was evaluated and treated by Dr. 
Kukkalli. I was actually having a heart 
attack and was transferred to a local 
hospital for an immediate cardiac 
catheterization. Thank you Parkway 
ER for saving my life!” 

-Patient Testimonial from E.G.

“

“My daughter fell and hurt her shoulder. 
We did not want to wait hours for her 
to be seen. A friend had told me about 
Parkway ER Creekside. When we 
arrived, we were greeted by Dr. Davis at 
the door. My daughter was taken 
straight back to a room, medicated for 
her pain, and x-rays were taken. She 
had a broken shoulder and was placed 
in a shoulder immobilizer. Dr. Davis set 
up an appointment for the next day 
with the orthopedist. It was a 
wonderful experience with no wait. 
After going to Parkway ER, I wouldn’t 
go anywhere else!”

-Patient Testimonial from L.D.

“After going to Parkway ER, 
 I wouldn’t go anywhere else!”

“Thank you Parkway ER
 for saving my life!”

IN-NETWORK, IN QUICK, OUT FAST.

Contact us for more information
832.761.7894  |  parkwayER.com  |  info@parkwayER.com  |  25450 Kuykendahl, Suite 300  |  Tomball, TX 77375

Second location coming to HEB Harmony Shopping Complex Summer 2015

2 minutes south 
of HEB Creekside 

between 
Woodforest Bank 

and Stripes

Best Emergency Room



The Woodlands Edition • March 2015 27

EDUCATION NOTES
News from Conroe ISD and Tomball ISD Compiled by Julie Butterfield and Liza Winkler

Study prompts creation of planning committee Conroe ISD approves 2015-16 academic calendar

Two new schools to open in The 
Woodlands in the next two years

Conroe ISD
3205 W. Davis St., Conroe
936-709-7751
www.conroeisd.net
March 24, 6 p.m. and April 21, 6 p.m.

Tomball ISD
310 S. Cherry St., Tomball
281-357-3100
www.tomballisd.net
April 14, 5:30 p.m. and May 12, 5:30 p.m.

Meetings

Creekside Park Junior High School is scheduled to open for 
the 2016–17 school year.

Slated to open at the start of the 
2016–17 school year, Creekside Park is 
about four weeks behind schedule due to 
setbacks from 26 rain days, Hutton said. 
The $38 million school, at Creekside 
Green Drive and Kuykendahl Road in 
The Woodlands, will hold 1,500 students 
in sixth through eighth grades upon 

completion in August 2016, he said.
“Our hope is to have the football fields 

finished by June, so we’ll have a year of 
growth on the fields before kids get out 
there and play,” Hutton said. “Right now, 
we’re basically on schedule on that side 
of the field—it’s really in building and 
utilities [that] we’re behind schedule.”

TOMBALL ISD The Tomball ISD board 
of trustees presented updates Feb. 9 on 
four new schools scheduled to open in 
the 2015–16 and 2016–17 academic years, 
two of which are schools in The  
Woodlands.

TISD Director of Construction 
Gary Hutton said that construction 
on Creekview Elementary School and 
Creekside Park Junior High School is 
behind schedule from about four weeks 
to six weeks due to rain delays.

“Everything right now is about catch-
ing up to schedule and getting back on 
schedule,” Hutton said.

TISD officials are planning to move 
furniture into the new schools in 
early July for the August opening of 
Creekview Park, Hutton said.

The other two schools TISD plans to 

open include  
Wildwood  
Elementary School on  
Northpointe Boule-
vard and Oakcrest  
Intermediate School 
on Shaw Road.

The construction of 
Creekview, on New 
Harmony Place in 
The Woodlands, is 
$16.9 million and is 
about six weeks behind schedule, Hutton 
said. The school will serve 900 students 
in kindergarten through fifth grade and 
relieve Creekside Forest and Timber 
Creek elementary schools, he said.

“Even though six weeks sounds like 
a lot, it’s not going to impact the school 
significantly,” Hutton said. 

CONROE ISD The Conroe ISD board 
approved the creation of a Facility Plan-
ning Committee in a Feb. 17 meeting. The 
FCP will review the district’s projected 
growth for the next three to five years and 
ascertain the dollar amount to request in 
a possible November bond. Superinten-
dent Don Stockton said he anticipates the 
amount for the November bond will be 
less than the $527 million 2008 bond. 

The committee will begin meeting in 
March with the goal of bringing a recom-
mendation to the board in June in antici-
pation of a November bond referendum, 
Stockton said.

A new demographic study conducted 
by the district indicated substantial 
growth in the next five years and increas-
ing more beyond five years, Stockton 
said. From 2003–13, Conroe ISD gained 
approximately 16,000 students.

“CISD continues to experience heavy 
growth and today’s enrollment of 56,450 
is approximately 1,500 students more 
than this time last year,” Stockton said. 
“The purpose of the Facility Planning 
Committee is to review the district’s 
projected growth and instructional needs 
for the next three to five years and make a 
recommendation to the board to address 
those needs while impacting the tax rate 
as minimally as possible.”

The district’s tax rate is $1.28 per $100 
of property valuation. While a change 
in the tax rate under a bond is not yet 
known, Stockton said the goal is to have 
the lowest rate possible. 

The FCP is made up of 23 citizens in the 
district who represent various geographic 
areas. Committee members were either 
recommended or expressed an interest in 
the role. 

CONROE ISD Conroe ISD board mem-
bers approved the 2015–16 calendar at a 
Feb. 17 meeting. 

The first day of school for the 2015–16 
school year for all Conroe ISD students is 
Aug. 24, 2015. 

Next year’s academic schedule includes 
178 days of instruction–79 days in the 
first semester and 99 days in the sec-
ond semester. For the first semester, the 
grading period will end Oct. 16, and the 
second grading period will end Dec. 18. 

In the second semester, the first 

grading period ends March 11, and the 
second grading period ends June 2. The 
last day of school is June 2. 

The holidays schedule includes Labor 
Day (Sept. 7), Martin Luther King Day 
(Jan. 18), Presidents’ Day (Feb. 15), 
holiday (March 25) and Memorial Day 
(May 30). 

Student and staff holidays include 
Thanksgiving break (Nov. 23–27), winter 
break (Dec. 21–Jan. 4) and spring break 
(March 14–18). Student releases are on 
Oct. 16 and Dec. 18. 

R
en

d
er

in
g

s 
co

ur
te

sy
 T

o
m

b
al

l I
S

D

Creekview Elementary School will open in August and will 
serve students in kindergarten through fifth grade.

 It’s time for spring home maintenance
To learn tips on how to maintain your home this spring, go to:

www.urbanprovision.com/springfling 

UPR 10x2.94 Ad Spring-FINAL.indd   1 3/3/15   11:30 AM
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New program combines vehicle stickers Township examining 
potential cultural 
arts facility

By Abigail Loop
Texas will soon combine vehicle regis-

tration and inspection stickers in its new 
“Two Steps, One Sticker” program.

During the 83rd legislative session 
in 2013, House Bill 2305 was passed, a 
law that combines the inspection and 
registration stickers, according to the 
Montgomery County Tax Office.

Montgomery County Tax Assessor/
Collector Tammy McRae said a vehicle’s 
regular registration sticker would serve 
as proof of both inspection and registra-
tion as a result of the program.

 “This year will be the sync-up year 
for the registration and inspection dates. 
Next year, the dates will then correspond 
with one another.”

McRae said vehicle owners began 
receiving a vehicle inspection report, 
instead of a vehicle inspection sticker 
March 1. Once a vehicle’s inspection is 
current, drivers can take their VIR to 
their local tax office and receive a regis-
tration sticker. Drivers can also register 
their vehicles online through the state’s 
website at www.txdmv.gov.

Beginning March 1, 2016, a vehicle’s 
inspection and registration dates will 
align to the date that is on the registra-
tion sticker. Once the dates are aligned 
in that second year, vehicle owners will 

By Brian Walzel
The Woodlands Township is studying 

the possibility of developing a cultural 
arts center in The Woodlands. 

Ed Robb, township director and chair-
man of its Economic Development Com-
mittee, said the committee is reviewing 
previous studies and could soon hire 
a consultant. Robb said the consultant 
would examine if a such a facility is 
desired by residents, what type of facility 
may be sought, where it would be located 
and how much it would cost.

“Great cities have not just commerce, 
education, health facilities, retail and   
corporate headquarters, they become a 
more complete, well-balanced commu-
nity when they address the cultural arts,” 
Robb said.

He said a cultural arts center could 
include a museum operated in partner-
ship with one from Houston’s museum 
district, or a performing arts center. 

The efforts by the township are the 
latest by Woodlands leaders to develop 
a cultural arts facility. In the mid-2000s, 
the Town Center Improvement District, 
which served as the predecessor to the 

BRIEFS

have 90 days to renew their inspection 
and registration before the date on their 
registration sticker expires.

According to the Texas Department 
of Public Safety, the current inspection 
fee is $14.50. The standard registration 
sticker fee for cars and lighter pickup 
trucks is a base fee of $50.75. McRae said 
that although fees for inspection and reg-
istration stickers will remain the same, 
the collection method would change. 
Drivers will still pay the fees to both the 
location performing the inspection and 
the state registration office.  

Vehicle inspection stations no longer 
collect the state’s portion of the inspec-
tion fee. At the time of inspection, 
drivers pay only the inspection station’s 
portion of the fee. The state’s fee is col-
lected at the time of registration. 

township, conducted studies into a similar 
facility. However, Robb said those studies 
are outdated. 

Then in 2012, Woodlands founder 
George Mitchell, in partnership with 
The Goodman Corporation, looked to 
purchase a two-acre tract of land along 
The Woodlands Waterway to build a $35 
million, 1,800-seat performing arts venue. 

Township chairman Bruce Tough said 
that deal fell through when Mitchell and 
the Howard Hughes Corporation, which 
owns The Woodlands, could not reach an 
agreement. 

“It looks like there is a demonstrated 
need and a lot of support for this,” Tough 
said.

• The “Two Steps, One Sticker” program began 
March 1. The program includes combining 
vehicle registration and inspection stickers 
into one registration sticker. 

• Vehicle registration reports will now be is-
sued instead of inspection stickers.

• Fees will remain the same as there will be no 
added costs.

2 STEPS • 1 STICKER

MID-2000s Woodlands planners, under 
Town Center Improvement District governance, 
initiated discussions for a possible cultural arts 
facility and made plans to hire a consultant for 
the project. Plans were abandoned after the 
township form of governance replaced the TCID 
in 2010.

2012 George Mitchell and the Goodman 
Corporation presented plans to The Woodlands 
Development Company to build a $35 million 
performing arts center. A deal was never 
struck and Mitchell passed away in 2013.

2015 The Woodlands Township economic 
development committee has  revived efforts to 
examine the possibility of developing a cultural 
arts facility in The Woodlands under a possible 
public-private partnership.

2000
2010

2005
2015

PLANNING FOR THE ARTS

Andrew Whitacre
Managing Partner

Matt Johnson
Managing Partner

NOVI HOME BUILDERS
Carlton Woods Creekside

10 Berkley Hall
5,564 sq. ft. - $1,695,000

JEFF PAUL CUSTOM HOMES
Carlton Woods Creekside

23 N. Fazio Way
8,396 sq. ft. - $2,995,000

To make an appointment 

with one of our real estate 

experts call 281-681-1945.

WJ S R E A LT YG R O U P.C O M

T H E  W O O D L A N D S  P R E M I E R  R E A L  E S TAT E  T E A M

TIPLER DESIGN & BUILD
Carlton Woods Creekside
14 Badger Lodge Circle

6,500 sq. ft. - $2,295,000
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Howard Hughes Corporation announces 
details for new Conroe-area community

Racing park 
added to Grand 
Texas theme parkBy Brian Walzel

The Howard Hughes Corporation and 
The Woodlands Development Company 
have announced details regarding a new 
master-planned community north of 
Conroe. The as-yet unnamed project will 
be located on about 2,000 acres north 
of Conroe and south of Willis, about 
13 miles north of The Woodlands, said 
Development Company Co-President Tim 
Welbes.

The new Howard Hughes project will 
feature more than 1,400 acres of residen-
tial development that will house about 
4,800 lots. By comparison, The Wood-
lands is housed on more than 28,000 acres 
and features 31,900 homes, according to 
the Development Company.

The first homes will become available 
in 2016, and a grand opening is scheduled 
for spring 2017, Welbes said. 

“All the economic and job growth  
convinced our company to buy land for 
another master-planned community, 
which we did,” he said.

The property differs from The Wood-
lands, and includes elevation changes.

“Our development team is excited to get 
a hilly area for a change,” Welbes said.

The property is located in the city of 

By Liza Winkler
Officials developing the Grand Texas 

Sports and Entertainment District under 
construction in New Caney announced 
Feb. 23 that a new 30-acre attraction is 
expected to debut in December.

The new Speedsportz Racing Park, 
expected to break ground in late 
March, will feature a European-style 
rental kart facility and track and a 
separate high-speed performance track, 
said Alan Rudolph, co-owner of Speed-
sportz Racing Park and professional kart-
ing driver and racing trainer.

Speedsportz is designed to offer outdoor 
recreational racing for drivers age 10 and 
up with regular karts that can travel up to 
50 mph and high-powered karts that can 
reach speeds of up to 90 mph, Rudolph 
said. The facility will also be able to 
accommodate lightweight race cars and 
other vehicles on its two tracks and will 
house a snack bar, arcade and meeting 
spaces for corporate gatherings and par-
ties, he said.

“The idea is [Speedsportz] will lit-
erally be the first of its kind—a true 

Conroe and in Willis ISD.
“We have engaged with city officials in 

Conroe and Willis, and we are very pleased 
with the cooperative spirit and support that 
we have received,” Welbes said.

The new master-planned community 
will be developed by The Woodlands 
management team, he said.

multipurpose racing facility,” Rudolph 
said. “There’s nothing like it in the 
country. There are others doing the same 
concept but working on the same track.” 

Grand Texas is designed to feature a 
sportsplex, recreational vehicle park and 
hotels, all of which are scheduled to open 
this spring, according to a timeline estab-
lished by former Grand Texas CEO Monty 
Galland in July. Phase 1 of the venue’s 
water park is slated to open this summer, 
and Phase 1 of a theme park with roller-
coasters is scheduled to open in May 2016, 
according to the same timeline. 
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The planned Grand Texas theme park in New 
Caney will feature two kart racing tracks.

Map not to scale
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CONROE COMMUNITY 
The Howard Hughes Corporation, which owns The 
Woodlands, has announced plans for a 2,000-acre 
master-planned community to be located in Conroe. 
Homes will be available beginning in 2016.

NEW HOWARD 
HUGHES CORP.  
COMMUNITY

For more information call 713-840-8880 

WWW.TANGLEWOODWEALTH.COM

Who is nurturing your
RETIREMENT NEST EGG?

THE PEACE OF MIND YOU WANT, THE SECURITY YOU NEED

Tanglewood Wealth 
Management has been 
helping Texas families 
realize their lifelong 
financial goals for the 
past 35 years. If you are 
considering retirement 
or selling your business, 
or your current advisor is 
not providing the service 
you deserve, please  give 
Tanglewood a call.

Who is nurturing your
RETIREMENT NEST EGG?

Easy, Fast & Convenient online ordering

See full list of restaurants online

Now 
recruiting 

drivers

281-712-1617 • DineOnDemand.com

Delivering Woodlands best restaurants to 

your home, office, or hotel!
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By Jesse Mendoza
Montgomery County lawmakers have 

introduced bills to repeal the Texas busi-
ness franchise tax this legislative session.

Sen. Brandon Creighton, R-Conroe; 
Rep. Mark Keough, R-The Woodlands; and 
Rep. Will Metcalf, R-Conroe have each 
introduced legislation that would either 
repeal or substantially alter the franchise 
tax—a tax that was last revised in 2006 and 
is levied on businesses with more than $1 
million in annual receipts.

“There are a number of bills that are filed 
that address this issue,” Keough’s Chief of 
Staff Jason Millsaps said. “The tax was put 
[into effect] back in 2007 when we were in 
a budget shortfall, and it was designed to 
prop up the state budget to keep us from 
running a deficit. We have not run a deficit 
since and we actually have a surplus, so it is 
punitively taxing businesses’ productivity.” 

Franchise tax revenue is divided between 
the Texas General Revenue Fund and the 
Property Tax Relief Fund—which is used 
to reduce school district maintenance and 
operations tax rates, according to the Texas 
Comptroller of Public Accounts. In 2014 
the franchise tax generated about $4.73 

billion for the state, according to the comp-
troller’s office. 

In a speech delivered at a National 
Federation of Independent Business 
luncheon Feb. 3, Gov. Greg Abbott said 
lowering the franchise tax would help 
job creation, and that he would not 
approve any budget that does not include 
tax relief for small businesses. 

“It’s a proven fact that lowering the busi-
ness franchise tax is one of the best ways to 
stimulate job growth,” Abbott said. “I will 
reject any budget that does not include tax 
relief to Texas businesses.”

Although proposals from local legis-
lators all seek to address franchise tax 
concerns, such as taxes being levied on 
businesses that lost money that year, each 
proposal takes its own approach. 

“If a business ends up losing money for 
the year, where the IRS gives them a break 
on that and they don’t pay taxes on their 
income if they lost money, the [franchise 
tax] margins would still require that [busi-
ness] to pay taxes on their income that year 
even though they lost funds,” Millsaps said.

Creighton’s bills—senate bills 186, 330 
and 331—seek to repeal the tax by 2020 

and require that in the interim Comptrol-
ler of Public Accounts Glenn Hegar find 
alternative revenue sources to replace 
funds lost by the state. The bills also seek 
to halt the taxation on businesses that are 
above the $1 million annual revenue mar-
gin but did not generate profit and propose 
a franchise tax rebate program to benefit 

businesses.
Keough proposed the Business Tax 

Relief Act, or House Bill 321, which calls 
for the immediate repeal of the franchise 
tax. Metcalf co-authored HB 552 along 
with Rep. Dan Huberty, R-Humble, and 
also seeks to repeal the franchise tax by 
2020, Chief of Staff Seth Juergens said.
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The franchise tax has been 
levied in Texas in some form 
since the 1980s and is assessed 
in return for the right to conduct 
business within the state, 
according to the Texas Taxpayers 
and Research Association. After 
2006 reforms that restructured 
the tax, the state requires that 
businesses with more than $1 
million in annual receipts pay the 
franchise tax.

Corporations, limited liability 
companies, partnerships, 
business trusts, professional 
associations, business 
associations, joint ventures and 
incorporated political committees 
that generate more than $1 
million in gross earnings

Franchise tax revenue is divided 
between the Texas General Revenue 
Fund and the Property Tax Relief Fund. 
The PTRF is used to reduce school 
district maintenance and operations 
tax rates and includes a combination of 
motor vehicle sales tax; cigarette, cigar 
and tobacco production tax; franchise 
tax; and sales tax revenue.

What is the franchise tax? 

Who is taxed? What is it used for? 

What is the annual franchise tax revenue? 

2006
0

2

3

4

$2.6

$3.14

$4.45
$4.25

2014–15 biennium

General 
Revenue 

Fund: 

Property  
Tax Relief 

Fund: 

$9.23 billion

$5.7 billion $3.53 billion

TOTAL

$3.85 $3.93

$4.56
$4.79 $4.735

2008 2010 20122007 2009 2011 2013 2014

Sources: Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts, Texas Taxpayers and Research Association

AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

INSIDE THE TEXAS LEGISLATURE
WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_WDL and search 
for #CITxLege or visit communityimpact.com

Montgomery County legislators  
push to repeal or alter franchise tax
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

Patrick, Straus name committees 
in Senate, House for 84th session
AUSTIN For Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, his first 
time assigning senators to each of the 14 
Senate committees was a bit like the NFL 
draft and involved charting assignments 
on a whiteboard. 

The 84th Legislature will have the large 
undertaking of considering which of 
several thousand bills to approve. To assist 
with that process each chamber utilizes 
committees tasked with considering legis-
lation on specific issues.

“That’s where everything happens,” 
Patrick said.

The 31 senators typically sit on four 
to five committees, which mostly have 
between seven and 11 members. Patrick 
has sole discretion for making committee 
assignments in the Senate and released his 
assignments Jan. 23. He used his knowledge 
of being a senator to 
provide insight into 
determining assign-
ments and also asked 
each senator his or 
her preferences.

“You try to put 
people on commit-
tees where they have 
interest and passion,” Patrick said.

The Senate has 14 committees with one 
subcommittee on border security, which 
is a decrease from 18 committees during 
the 83rd Legislature. Once he assigns bills 
to committees, Patrick said he lets chair-
men and chairwomen lead. This session 
he appointed the first woman, Sen. Jane 
Nelson, R-Flower Mound, to chair the 
finance committee. Patrick also reduced 
the number of Democrats serving as chair-
men and chairwomen from six to two.

Patrick said he considered a senator’s  
experience and subject knowledge in mak-
ing appointments for committee chair.

“The chairman has all the power,” he 

said. “They decide which bills to hear. 
They decide which bills are voted out. They 
decide who the invited expert witnesses 
are. A chairman has to be decisive.”

In the House of Representatives, seniority 
plays a significant role in determining some 
of the committee placements. Members 
who have served the longest get first pick, 
and House Speaker Rep. Joe Straus, R-San 
Antonio, appoints the remainder of the 
assignments. This is Straus’ fourth time to 
make committee assignments as speaker.

The House has 38 committees and two 
select or special committees Straus created 
for this session. Each of the 150 House 
members sit on at least one committee with 
most serving on two or three committees. 
Committees typically have between seven 
to 11 members. House committees are 

each assigned differ-
ent subject matters to 
determine which bills 
it considers. In mak-
ing the committee 
assignments, Straus 
said he considers the 
demographic and 
geographic makeup of 

the House to ensure balance.
“It’s impossible to make it exactly bal-

anced and to make it exactly perfect, but 
we do our best to please the members and 
put them in positions where we think they 
can be effective,” Straus said.

This session brought the challenge of 
appointing new chairmen and chair-
women to committees because many 
members either did not run for re-election 
or ran for other offices, Straus said. This 
allowed him to effect change in leadership.

“It’s good not to be too stagnant and 
a good signal to the public that we have 
versatile members, and they can handle a 
wide variety of challenges,” Straus said.

“You try to put people 
on committees 
where they have 
interest and passion.”

—Dan Patrick, lieutenant governor

Dan Patrick served in the Texas Senate for 
eight years before being elected lieutenant 
governor. He is the first senator to become 
lieutenant governor in Texas since the 1960s.

Patrick was first elected to the Senate in 
2006 to serve District 7, which covers most 
of Northwest Houston and areas of Tomball, 
Jersey Village and Katy.

Patrick released his committee assignments 

four days after the start of the 84th Legisla-
ture, allowing senators to begin considering 
legislation. During the first weeks of the 
session, committees have already approved 
bills on open-carry laws and the allocation of 
a portion of the motor vehicle sales tax toward 
transportation.

Patrick and his wife, Jan, have two children, 
Ryan and Shane, and live in Cypress.

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

DAN PATRICK • PARTY: REPUBLICAN • ELECTED: NOV. 4, 2014 • 512-463-0001 • WWW.LTGOV.STATE.TX.US

Sources: Texas House of Representatives, Texas Legislative Council, Texas Senate

• Appropriations: approves the budget. Top issues: 
Employee retirement system, border security, 
transportation and education. 
Meetings: Frequently in Room E1.030

• Economic & Small Business Development: 
workforce training, commerce and economy. Top 
issues: economic development incentive programs. 
Meetings: Thursdays at 8 a.m. in Room E2.010

• Higher Education: colleges and universities in 
the state. Top issues: funding capital projects and 
addressing the medical profession shortage. 
Meetings: Wednesdays at 8 a.m. in Room E2.014

• Public Education: public school system, the State 
Board of Education and Texas Education Agency. 
Meetings: Tuesdays at 2 p.m. in Room E2.036

• Public Health: the practice of medicine and den-
tistry, prevention and treatment of mental illness 
and the overall protection of public health. 
Meetings: Tuesdays at 8 a.m. in Room E2.012

• Transportation: roads, bridges, ports, the Texas 
Department of Transportation and Texas Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles. Top issues: funding the 
state’s growing transportation needs. 
Meetings: Thursdays at 8 a.m. in Room E2.012

HOUSE COMMITTEES SENATE COMMITTEES
Below is a selection of six of the 38 House committees, topics they discuss and top issues this 
session. For more information or to watch live feeds of meetings visit www.house.state.tx.us.

• Business and Commerce: insurance, banking, 
real estate, construction and licensing. Top issues: 
Payday loans and windstorm insurance. Meetings: 
Tuesdays at 9 a.m. in Room E1.012

• Education: Primary and secondary education. Top 
issues: Early childhood education, school finance 
and school choice. 
Meetings: Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. in Room E1.028

• Finance: Approves the budget and addresses tax 
revenue bills. Meetings: Frequently in Room E1.036

• Health & Human Services: Agencies and policies 
related to health and human services, such as Child 

Protective Services. Top issues: improve response 
to infectious diseases and mental health. Meetings: 
Wednesdays at 8:30 a.m. in Senate Chamber

• Higher Education: gaps in higher education, 
impact of technology on instruction, alignment 
between high school and freshman-level college. 
Meetings: Wednesdays at 8 a.m. in Room E1.012

• Transportation: roads, public transit, railroads, 
ports, the Texas Department of Transportation and 
Texas Department of Motor Vehicles. Top issues: 
use of motor vehicle sales tax for state highways 
Meetings: Wednesdays at 8 a.m. in Room E1.016

Below is a selection of six of the 14 Senate committees, topics they discuss and top issues this 
session. For more information or to watch live feeds of meetings visit www.senate.state.tx.us.

Joe Straus has served as speaker of the 
House since January 2009. He was first 
elected to the House in February 2005 to repre-
sent District 121, which includes Bexar County 
and areas of Northeast San Antonio.

During his time in the House, Straus has 
helped the House pass balanced budgets, 
reduce the number of state tests in public 
schools, improve career readiness and make 

the budget more transparent for taxpayers. He 
also helped build support for a long-term water 
plan that would not raise taxes. Straus launched 
a fiscal review process in 2014 to analyze state 
agencies. Results were incorporated into the 
House’s proposed budget in January.

Straus is a San Antonio native, where he lives 
with his wife, Julie, and two daughters, Sara 
and Robyn.

JOE STRAUS • PARTY: REPUBLICAN • ELECTED: FEB. 5, 2005 • 512-463-1000 • WWW.HOUSE.STATE.TX.US/MEMBERS/SPEAKER

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

By Amy Denney

84TH LEGISLATURE COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
for The Woodlands area lawmakers

*Chair, **Vice/co-chair

R-CONROE
Agriculture, Water & Rural Affairs; 
Business & Commerce**; Criminal 
Justice; State Affairs

SEN. BRANDON CREIGHTON • DISTRICT 4

R-HOUSTON
Education, Finance, Higher Education, 
Intergovernmental Relations**

SEN. PAUL BETTENCORT • DISTRICT 7

R-THE WOODLANDS
Corrections, Human Services

REP. MARK KEOUGH • DISTRICT 15

R-TOMBALL
Calendars, Energy Resources, Juvenile 
Justice & Family Issues**

REP. DEBBIE RIDDLE • DISTRICT 150

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 
Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_wdl and search for #CITxLege or visit 
communityimpact.com
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The city of Shenandoah has five single-family housing projects 
under construction totaling 276 homes. The new developments 
include two projects by Gracepoint Homes, one by Pelican 
Builders, one by David Weekley Homes and one by Malaga 
Homes. Gracepoint Homes is building a subdivision called 
Marion, which is a 44-home project at the intersection of 
Marion Place and Vision Park Boulevard, and Lily, a 62-home 
development at the intersection of Lily Park Place and Wellman 
Road. Pelican Builders is constructing a 92-home subdivision 
called Boulevard Green at Green and Vision Park boulevards. 
A 42-home project by David Weekley Homes at Grogan’s Mill 
Road and Sonoma Court is called The Reserve at Grogan’s Mill. 
WoodLofts Apartments offers 350 units in two five- and six-story 
buidlings. Malaga Forest is a 36-home construction on 10 acres.
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DEVELOPMENT HIGHLIGHTS
New neighborhood construction in Shenandoah

Compiled by Julie Butterfield

Boulevard Green by Pelican Builders features 92 homes on 12 acres and will take about three years to complete. Homes will start at $495,000. 
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The Marion development by Gracepoint Homes features 44 homes on 11 acres. Construction has begun, but a completion date has not 
been announced. Homes will start at $657,000, and the community will feature public green spaces. 
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Lily by Gracepoint Homes features 62 homes on 13 acres, and the house prices start at $620,000. Lily will also feature public green spaces.  WoodLofts features a sky bridge to connect the two buildings.

The Reserve at Grogan’s Mill by David Weekley Homes is located on 9 acres and will feature 42 homes starting at $593,000. Malaga Forest is a community of Mediterranean-style homes.
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9000 Forest Crossing, The Woodlands, TX

The Better Homes & Gardens Gary Greene offi ce in The 
Woodlands fi nished 2014 as the #1 Gary Greene offi ce for the 

second year in a row.

We’ve sold 1,000’s of homes in The Woodlands. If you need real 
estate help in 2015, it would be our privilege to serve you!

THANK
 You 

FOR A GREAT
2014
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FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, impactnews.com/wdl

Brady calls for homeland security funding TOP 5 WEB STORIES
Most read Web stories from 2/12/15–3/2/15

1  Shell addresses possible Montgomery 
County campus

2  New program combines vehicle stickers 

3  Popular Woodlands-area bar set to relocate 
due to hospital construction

4  Whole Foods sets opening date for first 
Woodlands store

5 Creekside Park development raises 
concerns over village aesthetics

By Shawn Arrajj
Several transportation proj-

ects in the Greater Houston 
area may see funding this year 
as money gets redirected to 
the State Highway Fund after 
the passage of Proposition 1.

Texas voters passed Prop. 
1 with 80 percent approval, 
authorizing the state to 
redirect half the money that 
normally goes to the Eco-
nomic Stabilization Fund to 
be deposited into the SHF. A 
total of $1.7 billion was depos-
ited for use in 2015. 

Roughly $278 million of 
that $1.7 billion has been dedi-
cated to the Texas Department 
of Transportation’s Houston 
region.

The Houston-Galveston 
Area Council has worked with 

TxDOT to identify priority 
projects in the Greater Hous-
ton area. At a Feb. 3 public 
meeting, H-GAC presented 
12 projects for Harris, Mont-
gomery, Fort Bend, Galveston 
and Brazoria counties.

Seven projects—two each 
in Harris, Montgomery and 
Fort Bend counties, as well as 
one in Galveston County—fall 
into the category of  “inter-
change and other highway 
reconstruction.” 

These projects range from 
the $26 million needed to add 
lanes and widen bridges on 
Beltway 8 between I-45 North 
and Hwy. 59 North to the $2.2 
needed million to reconfig-
ure the southbound entrance 
ramp to Allen Parkway from 
I-45 in Houston.

By Abigail Loop
Residents of The Wood-

lands could be seeing stronger 
cellphone coverage by May 
through a new operation 
headed by Crown Castle Inter-
national Corp., the nation’s 
largest provider of wireless 
infrastructure. 

Crown Castle has proposed 
installing a small cell net-
work operation to improve 
cellphone coverage in parts of 
The Woodlands. The project 
consists of building new street 
lamps in place of older ones 
with a 2-foot-tall antenna 
mounted on top. The new 
lights and antenna will be 
installed in 11 weak cellphone 
coverage areas around The 
Woodlands, according to The 
Woodlands Township.

The 11 new signal boosters 
are primarily located along 

the Lake Woodlands corridor, 
with one in Market Street, 
one near the Cynthia Woods 
Mitchell Pavilion and another 
on Flintridge Drive, south of 
Woodlands Parkway.

John Powers, assistant gen-
eral manager of community 
services, said the township 
and Montgomery County 
have already approved the 
project and, once The Wood-
lands Development Standards 
Committee gives its approval, 
the cell network project could 
begin in April and be finished 
some time in May.

Powers said Crown Castle 
conducted an analysis to 
determine which locations 
had the most dropped calls 
and complaints. The 11 areas 
that will be receiving new 
antennas were the areas found 
to have the worst coverage.

Greater Houston area priority 
projects identified for Prop. 1

Area cell coverage to get boost

              READER FEEDBACK
In response to Creekside Park develop-
ment raises concern over village aesthetic 
(Posted Feb. 27, 2015) 

“Wow, [I’m] not sure if I should be 
offended by the ‘look[s] like Katy’ 
comments here, but as person who 

grew up in The Woodlands and now lives in 
Cinco Ranch, The Woodlands is not recogniz-
able to me as the place I grew up—both in its 
values and aesthetics. Just another suburb 
in my opinion. Katy has its own identity—‘the 
prairie’—and arguably the best schools in the 
Houston metro area! So, perhaps you folks 
complaining would be happier if it were like 
Katy!”

—Offended in Katy

In response to Montgomery County $350 
million road bond election set for May 
(Posted Feb. 23, 2015) 

“It is disappointing that the needs of 
[The] Woodlands residents supersede 
the need of road expansion in south-

west Montgomery County. Road expansion is 
greatly needed in this area. People keep mov-
ing to the area and show no sign of stopping. 
I believe on [FM] 1488 elevated through lanes 
need to be built. There could be entrances in 
[the] city of Magnolia, at FM 149 and at FM 
2978. The point would be to carry people 
[who] are traveling to [I-45] directly there and 
back. Many people travel [FM] 1488 just to 
get to [I-45]. [With so] many people moving 
to the area around Magnolia I believe one 
day we could see [FM] 1488 turned into a 
freeway.”

—Tracy

By Jesse Mendoza 
U.S. Rep. Kevin Brady, R-The Wood-

lands, toured Montgomery, Madison and 
Grimes counties with local law enforce-
ment Feb. 19 in a series of press confer-
ences calling on U.S. Senate Democrats 
to stop filibustering the Department of 
Homeland Security funding bill.  

Although the House of Representatives 
passed the Homeland Security Appro-
priations Bill, HR 240, Senate Democrats 
initially blocked attempts to bring a bill to 
a vote in the Senate, leading to concerns 
of a funding lapse if the Feb. 27 deadline 
to extend funding was not met. President 
Barack Obama signed the bill March 4.

The bill provides about $39.7 billion in 
discretionary funding to DHS through 
Sept. 30—an increase of $400 million 

Precinct 3 Constable Ryan Gable said 
his office depends on collaboration with 
DHS to help execute search warrants and 
seizing assets. 

The constable’s office also requires 
their assistance in computer forensics 
and translation services needed to ana-
lyze equipment confiscated due to child 
Internet crimes and human trafficking.

from fiscal year 2014.
Progress of the funding bill momen-

tarily stalled in Congress largely due to 
sparring between House Republicans 
and Senate Democrats over immigration 
provisions included in the bill—which 
also seeks to reverse Obama’s executive 
actions on immigration.

A DHS funding lapse could affect 
local Montgomery County law enforce-
ment efforts as well, Sheriff Tommy Gage 
said, stating that local law enforcement 
experiences additional strain because the 
Texas Department of Public Safety sends 
local troopers, Texas Rangers and game 
wardens to border regions.

“When they go, that [increases] our 
workload here in this county, and it is a 
very busy county,” Gage said.  
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Rep. Kevin Brady, R-The Woodlands, visited local 
law enforcement agencies on Feb. 19.

Mobile-friendly, online-exclusive news impactnews.com
Find us on Facebook impactnews.com/wdl-facebook

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_wdl

Brand new world class offi ce building at  
The Woodlands and one block from I-45.

THEGRIJALVAGROUP.COM | 281-415-5294 | 832-651-9698

26310 OAKRIDGE DR., THE WOODLANDS, TX

 ADA compliant

INVESTMENTS
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in a minute-long pitch for their business. 
Attendees also enjoy breakfast and a 
chance at door prizes. 7 a.m. $10 (chamber 
members), $15 (nonmembers). Fleming’s 
Prime Steakhouse,1201 Woodlands Drive,  
The Woodlands. 281-367-5777.  
www.woodlandschamber.org 

19 Young Professionals networking 
The event aims to connect business 

people and entrepreneurs ages 21–39 in a 
casual setting. Hors d’oeuvres and drinks 
are available and attendees can enter to win 
door prizes. The event is organized by The 
Woodlands Area Chamber of Commerce 
and is open to members and nonmembers. 
5:30–7:30 p.m. Free. The Republic Grille, 
4747 W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 490,  
The Woodlands. 281-367-5777.  
www.woodlandschamber.org

20 Gorilla Hole
Children in fifth and sixth grades 

enjoy a day of dodgeball, basketball and 
other activities. The event is staffed to ensure 
children’s safety. The theme of the event is 
St. Patrick’s Day, so children should dress 
in green and be prepared for St. Patrick’s 
Day-themed activities. Children can purchase 
pizza, candy and soda. 7–9:45 p.m. $7 
per student. The Woodlands Township 
Recreation Center, 5310 Research Forest 
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

21 Trash Bash
Residents of Shenandoah are invited 

to participate in a community beautification 
project. Trash is collected from various 
locations throughout the city. 11 a.m. Free. 
Shenandoah Municipal Complex, 29955  
I-45 S., Shenandoah. 281-419-9886.  
www.shenandoahtx.us

21 Community flea market
Vendors gather between the Randall’s 

grocery store and Los Cucos Restaurant in 
the Panther Creek Village Center to sell their 
goods. Booth spaces are available for rent 
at The Woodlands Township Town Hall at 
2801 Technology Forest Blvd. Mon.–Fri. 8 
a.m.–5 p.m. Flea market: 7–10 a.m. Free to 
attend. Panther Creek Village Center, 4747 W. 
Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands.  
281-210-3976.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

21 Hook, Line and Sinker
This one-day fishing clinic is open 

to children ages 5–14. The Woodlands park 
rangers teach attendees how to tie a line, 

through 29  
Tomball German Heritage 
Festival

This annual event celebrates German culture 
and heritage with street vendors, food, beer, 
wine, a petting zoo, street performers and 
live music. 6–10 p.m. (Mar. 27), 10 a.m.–10 
p.m. (Mar. 28), 10 a.m.–6 p.m. (Mar. 29). Free 
(festival admission), $15 (all-you-can-ride 
carnival pass). Downtown Tomball, near Main 
and Cherry streets. 281-379-6844.  
www.tomballgermanfest.org
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March

12 Walk in the Woods Nature Series
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 

Ornithologist Clif Shackleford leads a 
discussion about hummingbirds as part of 
the spring 2015 lecture series. Shackleford, 
a co-author of the book “Hummingbirds of 
Texas,” teaches attendees how to attract 
hummingbirds to their home gardens. 
7:30 p.m. Free. McCullough Junior High 
School, 3800 S. Panther Creek Drive, The 
Woodlands. 281-210-3800.  
www.woodlandsevents.com

13 Kids’ Night Out
The Woodlands Township Recreation 

Center hosts an activity night for children 
ages 4–10 that includes games, arts and 
crafts, dinner and other activities. The event’s 
theme is “Hip Hip Hooray for St. Patty’s Day,” 
so children should dress in green to take 
part in St. Patrick’s Day-themed activities. 
6–10 p.m. $30 (resident), $35 (nonresident). 
A $10 discount is available for siblings. The 
Woodlands Township Recreation Center, 
5310 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands. 
281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

14 Arts in the Park
The event includes performances 

by local theater groups as well as an art 
market where local artists sell their works. 
A children’s area includes a bounce house 
and arts and crafts. Attendees can bring 
lawn chairs and coolers. 2–6 p.m. Free. Rob 
Fleming Park, 6055 Creekside Forest Drive, 
The Woodlands. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

14 Grogan’s Mill farmer’s market
Farmers and crafters gather at the 

Grogan’s Mill Village Center to sell their 
wares. Vendors at the farmers market include 
Angela’s Oven, Brenham Kitchens, DellaCasa 
Pasta and others. 8 a.m.–noon. Free. 2230 
Buckthorne Place, The Woodlands. 

 

15 22 and 29 
Spring concerts

The Woodlands Township Parks and 
Recreation Department sponsors the 
Concert in the Park series, recurring 
on Sundays throughout the spring. 
The Wonderfuls, Bart Crow and Black 
Dog perform March 15, 22 and 29, 
respectively. 5:30–7:30 p.m. Free. 
Northshore Park, 2505 Lake Woodlands 
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-210-3800 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

18 Networking breakfast
This event gives business owners 

and entrepreneurs an opportunity to meet 
others involved in The Woodlands business 
community. Attendees can participate 

CALENDAR
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Worth the TRIP

bait a hook and catch fish. Parents provide 
their own fishing pole. Parents are welcome 
to join their children. Attendees must register 
in advance. 8–10 a.m. Free. Creekwood 
Park, 3383 S. Panther Creek Drive, The 
Woodlands. 281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

21 Kayak Easter egg hunt
Children and adults team up for 

an Easter egg hunt as they float down the 
Waterway in kayaks from Riva Row Boat 
House. All children must be accompanied 
by an adult to ride in a kayak. 9 a.m. $45 
(residents), $50 (nonresidents). Riva Row 
Boat House, 2101 Riva Row, The Woodlands. 
281-210-3965.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

24 Business networking
This event is geared to business 

owners and entrepreneurs of all ages. 
Attendees are given the opportunity to 
give a minute-long pitch for their business 
while sampling drinks and hors d’oeuvres. 
The event is organized by The Woodlands 
Area Chamber of Commerce but is open to 
members and nonmembers. Door prizes are 
raffled off at the event. 5:30–7:30 p.m. Free. 
GenuWine Tasting Room, 6503 FM 1488, 
Magnolia. 281-367-5777.  
www.woodlandschamber.org

27 Teen Takeover
Teenagers can visit the YMCA for a 

night of activities featuring basketball, soccer, 
group games and more. A social mixer is 
held between activities. 7–11 p.m. Free. 
South Montgomery County Family YMCA at 
Creekside, 6464 Creekside Forest Drive, The 
Woodlands. 832-698-1283.  
www.ymcahouston.org

27 Bunny Bash
The event features snacks, crafts 

and music. Children and adults are invited 
to participate in an egg hunt with flashlights. 
Children age 5 and younger get to hunt first, 
then older children are allowed to hunt. 7 
p.m. $20 (family of four residents), $25 (family 
of four nonresidents), $5 (per additional 
family member). Rob Fleming Park, 6055 
Creekside Forest Drive, The Woodlands. 281-
210-3965.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

28 Creekwood fishing derby
Bait is provided at this fishing 

competition. Participants compete for awards 
for the longest, heaviest and smallest fish 
caught. T-shirts are given to attendees on a 

www.woodlandscenter.org

Community IMPACT  1/4 page 2.375 x 12.25” 
jdollar@judestudios.com

Tickets can be purchased at 
The Pavilion Box Office, all Ticketmaster 

outlets, by calling 800-745-3000 or 
online at www.ticketmaster.com.

Wednesday
APRIL 22
Peking Acrobats 
Houston Symphony
Robert Franz, conductor
8 p.m. / Doors: 6:30 p.m.
$20 orchestra seating
FREE mezzanine and lawn 
seating courtesy of Anadarko 
Petroleum Corporation

Hats Off to
Reading 
in the House 
of Blues Tent
6 - 7:30 p.m. / VIP Doors: 6 p.m.
FREE event

APRIL

22



The Woodlands Edition • March 2015 37

C
o

ur
te

sy
 T

ex
as

 M
us

ic
 T

hr
ow

d
ow

n
C

o
ur

te
sy

 T
he

 W
o

o
d

la
nd

s 
To

w
ns

hi
p

Performers include Jack Ingram, Jean Pierre 
and the Zydeco Angels. 11 a.m.–7 p.m. Free 
(children age 7 and younger), $15 (children 
ages 8–12, includes plate of food and one 
drink), $25 (age 13 and older, includes plate 
of food and two drinks). Town Green Park, 
2099 Lake Woodlands Drive, The Woodlands. 
281-367-2222.  
www.woodlandscrawfish.com

30 Woodlands Chamber Golf 
Classic

Teams play 18 holes in a scramble-style 
tournament and attend a reception afterward 
during which winners are announced. 
Mulligans, or a chance to replay a stroke, 
can be purchased for $20 each. 10 a.m. 
$170 (individual player), $650 (team of four). 
Palmer Golf Course at The Woodlands 
Country Club, 100 Grand Fairway Drive,  
The Woodlands. 281-363-8110.  
www.woodlandschamber.org

April 

04 TWFG Muddy Trails Bash 
This race takes runners on a 

course that winds through the George 
Mitchell Nature Preserve near Rob 
Fleming Park. The event includes 5K and 
10K chip-timed races as well as a 1-mile 
fun run recommended for children age 5 
and older and a 2K-9 run for dogs and 

their owners. After the race, runners are 
invited to a party featuring crawfish and 
Zydeco music. 7 a.m.–noon $35 (fun run 
registration through April 3), $35 (2K-9 
registration through April 3), $40 (fun run 
race day registration), $40 (2K-9 race day 
registration), $45 (5K registration through 
April 3), $50 (5K race day registration), 
$50 (10K registration through April 3), 
$55 (10K race day registration). Rob 
Fleming Park, 6055 Creekside Forest 
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-210-3900.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

06 YMCA senior luncheon
The event is open to seniors who 

are facility and program members of the 
South Montgomery County YMCA. Free. 
Noon–2 p.m. Shadowbend YMCA, 6145 
Shadowbend Place, The Woodlands.  
281-367-9622. www.ymcahouston.org

Texas Music Throwdown
Charlie Robison, Scooter Brown 
Band, Uncle Lucius and Justin van 

Sant perform at this live music event. Proceeds 
raised benefit Heroes on the Water, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to helping veterans 
unwind through kayaking and fishing. 1 p.m. 
Free (children age 12 and younger), $10 (adult 
presale), $15 (gate admission). Town Green 
Park, 2099 Lake Robbins Drive,  
The Woodlands. www.txmusicthrowdown.com 

MAR 
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first-come first-served basis. 8–10 a.m. Free. 
Creekwood Park, 3833 S. Panther Creek 
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-210-3900.  
www.woodlandsevents.com 

28 Green Up Clean Up
Community members are invited 

to participate in the fifth iteration of this 
event, which aims to clean up area parks, 
rivers, pathways and streams. Afterward, 
participants enjoy pizza, drinks and live 
music at Northshore Park, 2505 Lake 
Woodlands Drive, The Woodlands. The event 
is open to families, individuals, organizations 
and schools. 8 a.m.–2 p.m. Free. Various 
locations throughout The Woodlands.  
281-210-3800. www.thewoodlandsgreen.org

28 and 29 
Texas Wine and Art Festival

Wineries throughout Texas gather at the 
festival to provide tastings to attendees while 
artists from across the state show off their 
creations. Wineries participating in the event 
include Bernhardt Winery from Plantersville, 
Calais Winery from Dallas and Los Pinos 
Ranch Vineyard from Pittsburg, Texas. 11 
a.m.–5 p.m. $25 (advance), $30 (at the gate). 
Old Town Spring, 427 Gentry St., Spring.  
281-682-1403. www.txwineandart.com

28 Woodlands CrawPHish 
Festival

Town Green Park hosts the annual 
Woodlands CrawPHish Festival, spelled 
with a “ph” to promote awareness of 
pulmonary hypertension. Crawfish, fried 
alligator, jambalaya and desserts are served. 

FEATURED Event

Compiled by Brett Thorne

Find more or submit The Woodlands  
events at impactnews.com/wdl-calendar. 
To have The Woodlands events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the fourth 
Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Sponsored by
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Mother’s Day Weekend  
Honor Your Mom!

Saturday, May 9, 2015
Creekside Park

The Woodlands, Texas

Register Today: ThePink5k.com

Presented By:
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Crighton Theater

234 N. Main St., Conroe
936-441-7469
www.crightontheatre.org 

March
 14 Young Texas Artists finalists Concert, 
  7:30 p.m.
 21 The Sounds of Texas Music Series:  
  Kelly Willis, Bruce Robison and John  
  Fullbright, 8 p.m.

April 
 04 Mickey Gilley, 7 p.m.

Main Street Crossing

111 W. Main St. , Tomball 
281-290-0431
www.mainstreetcrossing.com  

March 
 02 Jason Allen, Tim Nichols and Jody  
  Booth, 8 p.m.
 13 Pigs on the Wall, Pink Floyd tribute  
  band, 8 p.m.

 17 Michael O’Conner and Jeff  
  Plankenhorn, 8 p.m.
 18 Gary P. Nunn, 8 p.m.
 19 Songtelling, 8 p.m.
 20 Junior Brown, 8 p.m.
 21 Junior Brown, 8 p.m.
 24 Cory Morrow, 8 p.m.
 25 Cory Morrow, 8 p.m.
 26 Q and A, Honeyboy Nelson Band,  
  7:30 p.m.

April
 01 Sean McConnell, 8 p.m.
 03 Hamilton Loomis, 8 p.m.
 04 Abbey Rode (The Beatles tribute  
  band) and Already Gone (Eagles  
  tribute band), 8 p.m.
 08 Max Stalling and Heather Stalling,  
  8 p.m.

 03  Quebe Sisters, 8:30 p.m.Dosey Doe Big Barn 

25911 I-45 N., The Woodlands 
281-367-3774
www.doseydoe.com

March 
 12 Suzy Bogguss, Andrew Duhon,  
  7:30 p.m.
 13 Michael Martin Murphey, 8:30 p.m.
 14 Johnny Rodriguez, 8:30 p.m.
 19 Michael Londra’s Irish Show,  
  8:30 p.m.

LIVE MUSIC CALENDAR
Live music in and around The Woodlands Compiled by Brett Thorne 

 20 The Fairfield Four and the McCrary  
  Sisters, 8:30 p.m.
 21 Kraig Parker (Elvis tribute), 8:30 p.m.
 22 Bill Medley of the Righteous  
  Brothers, 4 and 7 p.m.
 27 Hayes Carll, 8:30 p.m.
 28 One Night of Queen (Queen tribute  
  band), 8:30 p.m.

April 
 03 Mickey Gilley, 8:30 p.m.
 04 Mike Zito and the Wheel, 8:30 p.m.

Dosey Doe Music Café

463 FM 1488, Conroe   
936-271-2171
www.doseydoe.com

March
 12 Doyle Dykes, 8:30 p.m.
 13 Cameran Nelson, Chance Anderson,  
  7:30 p.m.
 14 Jody Booth, 8:30 p.m.
 15 The Trishas, 7:30 p.m.
 18 Texas Christian Music Association,  
  6 p.m.
 19 Rhett Butler and Don Ross,  
  8:30 p.m.
 20 Drew Kennedy, 8:30 p.m.
 21 Young Dubliners, 8:30 p.m.
 22 The Filling Station, Kyle Hutton and  
  Josh Grider, 6 p.m.
 25 Allie Farris, 7:30 p.m.
 26 Jamie Lin Wilson, 8:30 p.m.
 27 David Ball, 8:30 p.m.

April 
 02 If Birds Could Fly, 8:30 p.m.
 03 Theresa Yow, 8 p.m.
 04 Captain Legendary Band, 8:30 p.m.
 06 First Monday Java Jazz, 8 p.m.
 08 Caleb Lovely, 7:30 p.m.

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

2005 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

March
 28 KSBJ Anniversary Concert with  
  MercyMe, Crowder, Matt Maher and  
  more, 7 p.m.
April 
 01 Nickelback, 7:30 p.m.
 24 Tony Bennett and Lady Gaga, 8 p.m.

 25 Chris Tomlin, 7 p.m.

May
 01 Elton John, 8 p.m.
 02 ZZ Top and Jeff Beck, 7 p.m.
 07 Lana Del Ray with Courtney Love,  
  7:30 p.m.
 16 Dave Matthews Band, 8 p.m.
 28 Jimmy Buffett and the Coral Reefer  
  Band, 8 p.m.
 30 Train with The Fray and Matt  
  Nathanson, 7 p.m.

July 
 18 Steely Dan, Elvis Costello and the  
  Imposters, 7 p.m.
 31 Idina Menzel, 8 p.m.

August
 08 5 Seconds of Summer, 7:30 p.m.
 22 Def Leppard, Styx, Tesla, 8 p.m.

September 
 04 Slipknot, Lamb of God,  
  Bullet for My Valentine,  
  Motionless in White, 6 p.m.

GenuWine Tasting Room

6503 FM 1488, Magnolia
832-934-2675 
www.mygenuwine.com

March 
 12 Chase Gassaway, 7:30 p.m.
 13 Jenn Harris, 7:30 p.m.
 14 Scott Haskins, 7:30 p.m.
 19 Corey Michael, 7:30 p.m.
 20 Keeton Coffman, 7:30 p.m.
 21 Bobby Martin, 7:30 p.m.
 26 Sheri Lavo, 7:30 p.m.
 27 Artie V, 7:30 p.m.
 28 Sam Jenkins, 7:30 p.m.

April
 02 Grant Harrison, 7:30 p.m.
 03 Jenn Harris, 7:30 p.m.
 04 Thawind Mills, 7:30 p.m.

 14  Dawn and Hawkes, 8 p.m.
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The Zombies
The Zombies followed the Beatles 
from the U.K. to the United States at 

the beginning of the British Invasion in the ’60s, 
and the group is once again touring stateside. 
Colin Blunstone and Rod Argent, the two 
founding members currently still performing with 
the act, are responsible for classic songs “She’s 
Not There” and “The Time of the Season.” 7:30 
p.m. $118 (obstructed view), $148 (normal view), 
$178 (premium seats). The Dosey Doe Big Barn, 
25911 I-45 N., The Woodlands. 281-367-3774. 
www.doseydoe.com
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FEATURED Show

281-292-2200

Foot Solutions The Woodlands

Orthopedic master shoe 
technician available. 

Mon.–Sat. 
10am–6pm

Appointments 
welcomed!

footsolutionsthewoodlands
@gmail.com 

414 Sawdust Road The 
Woodlands, TX 77380

We carry shoes in 
widths and sizes.
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For more information please 

call 281-681-0400 or visit 

us at GracepointHomes.com

WE BUILDWE BUILDWE BUILDWE BUILDcommunity

At Gracepoint Homes, we believe the foundation of an exceptional home rests not merely on its concrete footprint, but in the  

vitality of the community surrounding it. It is our foremost goal that Gracepoint homeowners have ample opportunity to find  

both the community tailored to them and a quality home that will be perfect for years to come.

We choose premier locations throughout the Houston-area that provide the perfect compliment to our array of  

architectural styles. From Southern traditional estates nestled in the forest, to luxurious lakeside Mediterranean villas  

with scenic golf course views, you can expect to find a lifestyle that is as distinctive as you are. At Gracepoint Homes,  

we don’t just build homes, we build communities.
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61. LAKESIDE COVE 
 From the $670s

2. MARION 
 From the $650s

3. LILY 
 From the $620s

4. GRAND MARION 
 From the $710s

5. STILLWATER
 Coming Soon!

6. WRIGHT’S LANDING 
 From the $270s

7. MADELINE 
 From the $440s

8. REBEKAH 
 Coming Soon!

9. THE POINT  
 Coming Soon!

Visit one of Gracepoint’s beautiful Houston-area 
master-planned communities today!

Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. 3/15
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Local water organizations 
Panel addresses regional water issues

Where does most of the water come 
from within your region? 

Nelson: Montgomery County [uses] 
100 percent groundwater and has since 
the beginning exclusively used the Chicot, 
Evangeline and Jasper [aquifers] with 
probably the bulk coming from the Jasper 
aquifer now. Obviously we’ll get into 
[surface water] later, and we’re hoping to 
change all that with the water from Lake 
Conroe and use water from Lake Conroe 
to supply water to The Woodlands and 
Conroe and some of the other municipal 
utility districts across the freeway from 
The Woodlands. Those will be the first 
users of surface water in the county.

How important is water as a 
resource to the development of 
undeveloped land? 

Turco: No water, no development. Those 
areas where you move further out into 
Harris County in particular in our district 
and in western parts of Fort Bend County, 
they’re likely going to be developed on 
some form of groundwater use because 
there is no infrastructure in those areas to 
get the alternative supply that’s there. As 
we’ve seen happen in the past with devel-
opment, infrastructure will reach those 
areas and we’ll be working with officials 
in those areas to get them converted to 
surface water and alternative sources of 
water as that development occurs. But 
we fully expect in those developing areas 
[to see] additional groundwater use until 
infrastructure is in place to provide them 
alternative sources of water.

What are the groundwater use 
reduction efforts in Montgomery 
County and when will they be 
implemented?

Nelson: There are 33 groundwater 
reduction plans in the district. We talk a 
lot about the San Jacinto River Author-
ity being one because of it [includes the] 
majority [of local groundwater users]. A lot 
of members of that GRP are comprised of 
conversions to surface water as we talked 

about a lot. There are others that are joined 
together to use river rights that they have 
to use affluent water from one city that 
runs downriver. There’s the Catahoula 
[Aquifer]. We have 11 wells now already 
in production or permitted and near 
production. The Catahoula has proved to 
be a valuable resource and is considered 
an alternate supply because it’s not part 
of the three aquifer layers that we’ve been 
concerned about.

What areas in north Harris County 
are considered priorities for surface 
water conversion? 

Rendl: We are taking [conversions] from 
the older subdivisions and moving north 
and west. The older subdivisions were 
the most heavily populated at the time 
we started doing it. That was along the 
[FM] 1960 corridor to [Hwy.] 249. Going 
north, we have almost everything covered 
between [FM] 1960 and [FM] 2920 from 
about just east of I-45 out to [Hwy.] 249. 
Now we are looking at the other major 
growth areas that have occurred since we 
started doing this. We have ExxonMo-
bil up by I-45 at the Spring Creek area 
up there. They need lots of water, and 
we’re looking at how to get water to them 
quickly. Then you have the Grand Park-
way. If you take an overhead view of what’s 
going on at the Grand Parkway, every place 
there’s an interchange there is a massive 
development already starting. So we’re 
going to have to get water there.

What do you anticipate the future 
for groundwater use will be in 
Montgomery County in the next 
10–20 years? 

Nelson: We realize there will be use of 
[groundwater], but that’s one of the reasons 
that the overconversion is happening in 
The Woodlands and Conroe. That gives the 
ability for the rest of the entities that are 
not taking surface water to continue to use 
groundwater. Today the rules are such that 
new developments that need groundwater 
can either [use] an alternate source or join 

a [groundwater reduction plan]. The water 
they’re going to be using from the ground 
is going to be compensated for by someone 
else on alternate supplies. So if I [were] 
going to drill a well for a new district in 
Montgomery [County], that water has to be 
compensated for. I get 100 million gallons 
a year, someone else has to overconvert 
or I can do a Catahoula [well]—whatever 
it takes for me to understand that all the 
water has to be accounted for. 

What kind of stress will population 
increases have on water as a 
resource?

Turco: Everybody drinks water. Every-
body uses water. You bring in more bodies, 
you’re going to have increased water use. In 
2010, the [Houston-Galveston Subsidence 
District], along with its partners, we went 
down a road to update our regulatory plan. 
We worked with a wide variety of consul-
tants and even the [U.S. Geological Survey] 
to upgrade our models, to upgrade our 
predictions of how populations are going 
to not only increase, but where they’re 
going to be. We factored that into our 
regulatory plan, and we used that informa-
tion to help develop our timeline for how 
much conversion should occur and when it 
should occur.

What conservation programs have 
your districts implemented? 

Nelson: Conservation is in the name, 
and we do spend a great deal of effort and 
funds on trying to inform the public about 
where their water comes from. We’ve done 
a lot of instituting of programs, and one 
I’m proud of is trying to make available 
six or seven different rain gauges through-
out the county doing evapotranspiration. 
We’ve got a nice weather station in the 
back of our offices, and we let people know 
each week how much evaporation took 
place and try to limit their use to that. If it 
rains a lot, don’t use it at all. We’re tying to 
get people to understand where the off but-
ton is and to turn their irrigation system 
off.

COFFEE WITH IMPACT

Paul Nelson
Nelson has served as the assistant general 
manager of the LSGCD since 2011 with prior 
experience in water conservation and long-
range water planning. Nelson worked for the 
Public Works and Engineering Department 
for the city of Houston and spent five years 
with the North Harris County Regional Water 
Authority.

Mike Turco
Turco has served as the general manager of 
the Harris-Galveston and Fort Bend subsid-
ence districts since 2013 and is responsible 
for the management of district operations. 
Prior to joining the districts, Turco worked on 
water and groundwater research projects for 
the U.S. Geological Survey for 17 years.

Al Rendl
Rendl is the president of the NHCRWA and 
helped pass legislation that allowed voters 
to have control of their own future water 
supplies in 1997 and 1999. Rendl previously 
served as Harris County Water Control Dis-
trict No. 91 director for 16 years and was the 
chairman for the North Harris County Water 
Issues and Annexation Reform Group.

Panel of water officials

By Matt Stephens 

Population growth in the Greater Houston area continues to put a strain on 
groundwater resources throughout the region. Several groundwater conservation 
and subsidence organizations are implementing a number of programs with the 
purpose of reducing the dependency their communities have on groundwater. 

Three of the major water entities in the area include the Harris-Galveston and 
Fort Bend subsidence districts, North Harris County Regional Water Authority, or 
NHCRWA, and the Lone Star Groundwater Conservation District, or LSGCD.

The Harris/Galveston and Fort Bend subsidence districts were created by the 
Texas Legislature in 1975 and 1989 respectively. Created in January 2000, the 
NHCRWA works to secure long-term, reliable water sources. In 2001, the  
77th Legislature created the LSGCD with the purpose of protecting Montgomery 
County’s groundwater.
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Paul Nelson, Mike Turco and Al Rendl visited Community Impact Newspaper on Feb. 19.  

Montgomery County 
water in the news

To learn more about water  
usage, subsidence and groundwater  
reduction plans, read the following stories 
on our website, impactnews.com/wdl.

Stakeholders address local, regional 
implications of reduction efforts
(February 2015)

Questions surface over the future 
of groundwater use in Montgomery 
County
(January 2015) 

Oak Ridge North considers rainwater 
harvesting education program
(December 2014)

Water rate increase funds  
conservation, infrastructure
(November 2014)
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A round the offices of Montgomery 
County United Way, Julie Mar-
tineau is known for her passion, 

work ethic and coffee cakes.
“Much to our detriment, she is great at 

bringing us baked goodies to our morn-
ing meetings,” said Danielle Scheiner, past 
chair of the MCUW board of directors. 
“But if I had to have one word for her I’d 
say, ‘spitfire.’ Her passion for helping oth-
ers is quite evident. I think she gets really 
engaged and involved—you don’t always 
see that from the executive level of an 
organization.”

Martineau has 
served as president 
of the MCUW 
since 1997. Mar-
tineau’s roots in 
the organization, 
however, go back to 
her college years. 
Fresh out of college 
from California 
State University–Long Beach, where she 
earned a bachelor’s degree in social work, 
Martineau started working for the United 
Way in Los Angeles, doing everything 

from running internal campaigns to 
helping allocate funds for community 
organizations.

Eventually Martineau found her way 
to Texas to work in Montgomery County, 
back when the population was nearly half 
of its current size. 

“I’ve always wanted to help people—
somehow and someway—help people,” 
she said. “I was originally studying 
sociology, but found it was too research-
oriented. I wanted something hands-on 
and practical.”

A Catholic upbringing fostered her 
respect for social 
justice, she said, 
which led her to 
social work. Mar-
tineau said social 
work taught her 
to see people and 
their situations as 
a whole in addition 
to what is going on 

around them. Much of her role at MCUW 
involves examining what is happen-
ing to residents in the community, both 
physically and culturally, and helping 

individuals live healthy, successful lives.
Among the programs the MCUW 

operates in the community, Martineau 
said one that she is most proud of is the 
organization’s ability to react and provide 
aid quickly during natural disasters. In 
2008 the organization was able to provide 
financial support and resources in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Ike.

“My favorite thing is to really look at 
data, listen to the community and to 
shape strategies and solutions [for] what 
this community needs in order for it to 
thrive,” she said. “Being able to bring 
together an incredible number of talented, 

very brilliant volunteers who care about 
the quality of life and other people in the 
community is really exciting.”

Before signing on as MCUW president, 
Martineau spent 10 years as executive 
director at the Friendship Center in Con-
roe, which provides services to the elderly. 

Outside of work, Martineau enjoys the 
company of her family, most of whom live 
nearby in The Woodlands. She has two 
daughters with her husband who lost his 
battle with cancer nearly two years ago. 
She said she tries to spend as much time 
with her children and grandchildren as 
possible.

Julie Martineau
President, Montgomery County United Way

ICON

Julie Martineau has served as president of Montgomery County United Way since 1997. 
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By Carrie Taylor

“My favorite thing is to really 
look at data, listen to the 
community and to shape 
strategies and solutions [for] 
what this community needs 
in order for it to thrive.”

—Julie Martineau, president

3091 College Park Drive, Suite 125
The Woodlands, Texas 77384

936-271-3338
TheWoodlandsFamilyDentist.com

Invisible Braces

Children’s New Patient 
Exam, Necessary X-Rays, 

Cleaning & Fluoride

 $3,700

 $65

* without insurance coverage. x-rays taken are 
exclusive to North Forest Family Dental Care.

Offer expires 03/31/2014.

* without insurance coverage. 12 years or younger. 
x-rays taken are exclusive to North Forest Family 

Dental Care. Offer expires 03/31/2014.

Invisible Braces

Betzy Lara-Perdue, D.D.S. & Brooke Kennedy, D.D.S. 

an provider

Laurie A. Benchot
Vice President, Wealth Advisor

We are proud to welcome Wealth Advisor Laurie Benchot. Laurie brings a simplified, 
local approach to developing a financial plan that fits each individual client. She delivers 
professional, objective guidance and has access to products and services designed to 
meet your most challenging investment needs. For a complimentary consultation, call or 
stop by for a visit today.

BancTexas Investment Center Welcomes Laurie Benchot. 

© BOSC, Inc. Securities offered through BOSC, Inc., a registered broker/dealer, member FINRA/SIPC and a subsidiary of BOK Financial Corporation. Advisory services 
offered through BOSC, Inc. dba BOK Financial Advisors, an SEC registered investment adviser. Investments and insurance are not insured by the FDIC; are not deposits 
or other obligations of, and are not guaranteed by, any bank or bank affiliate. All investments are subject to risk, including possible loss of principal.

Office: 832.246.5403  |  Cell: 281.216.1723 
lbenchot@bokf.com 
1790 Hughes Landing Blvd., Suite 150 
The Woodlands, Texas 77014 
www.boscinc.com
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Our Agents are uniquely certi� ed and 
trained to assist in relocating you or your loved ones

www.cbunited.com/thewoodlands

#1 Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS®
o�  ce nationwide!

Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands

Each  o�  ce is independently owned and operated

You’re in great hands with our team!

Ready to list? Call us today!
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A simple job interview 
or meeting with a new 
doctor can seem like 

unsurpassable challenges when 
paired with a language barrier, 
which is where Literacy Volun-
teers of America–Montgomery 
County steps in.

Tutors with the Montgomery 
County nonprofit work one-on-
one or in a classroom setting with 
individuals seeking to improve 
their English. The organization 
provides assistance to a wide range 
of participants.

 “[Literacy Volunteers] started 
because there were a lot more 
people out there who needed help 
with the basics who grew up here 
in the United States and suppos-
edly went to school, but got into 
the working world and realized 
they really could not read,” Pro-
gram Manager Laura Davis said. 

The international organization 
opened a local chapter in the city 
of Montgomery in 1989 for that 
purpose—to teach basic English 

to those in need, Davis said. 
The organization has evolved to 
provide programs which include 
instruction on English speech 
and pronunciation.

Classes are free, and students 
are not required to purchase 
materials, but donations are 
accepted, Davis said. Once a 
student calls the office to request 
classes, he is either assigned an 
individual tutor or a class, both of 
which meet in public places such 
as libraries, churches or commu-
nity centers.

“We really work on meeting 
what students’ goals are,” she 
said. “We will have businesses 
call us and ask for help with their 
employees [who] need to learn 
more English.”

Currently the organization 
works with 300 students and has 
about 70 tutors. Classes include 
one-on-one sessions with a tutor, 
one tutor to two learners and 
class sizes for larger groups.

“We try to help our learners in 

ways they want to be helped—we 
are trying to help them reach 
their personal goals,” volunteer 
Twillia Liles said.

The biggest challenge, Davis 
said, is finding and securing 
tutors fast enough to meet the 
demand from students, paricu-
larly in the fall and spring 
because those seasons correspond 
with when children return to 
school. Volunteers are required 
to attend a training course but 
do not need to be bilingual. 
Only a high school diploma and 
enthusiasm for the job is needed. 
Two-year volunteer Eva McKenna 
is one such tutor.

“I was born in Germany and, 
although [I] did grow up in the 
American school system, my 
mother came here with her four 
kids, and it was always a chal-
lenge to learn English,” McKenna 
said. “So I always make sure 
whenever I am [tutoring], it’s my 
mother who I am thinking of in 
my heart.”

Literacy Volunteers of America
Organization helps break down language barriers

NONPROFIT

Literacy Volunteers of America

W. Phillips Rd. 
105

45 412 W. Phillips Road, Ste. 125, 
Conroe 
936-494-0635. www.lvamc.org

Literacy Volunteers of America–Montgomery County provides literacy and English-
speaking tutoring to individuals who do not speak English. 
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Spellabration 
LVA-MC’s  main fundraiser is its 
annual spelling bee April 23. 

6 p.m. $50–150.  

The Woodlands United Methodist 
Church, 2200 Lake Woodlands 
Drive, The Woodlands

281-297-5900 
www.thewoodlandsumc.org

dropouts 
(grades 7–12) 

out of

A look at literacy

18%
11% 11%

269
of Montgomery County households 
do not speak English

of Montgomery 
County residents 
speak a language 
other than English 

at home

of those living 
in Montgomery 

County live below 
the poverty line

There were

38,538
Montgomery County 

students 

Rapture Performing { April 4 • 6–9pm }
Step Rideau and � e Zydeco Outlaws Performing { April 11 • 6–9pm }
Fab 5 Performing { April 18 • 6–9pm }
Hamilton Loomis Performing { May 2 • 6–9pm }
Already Gone Performing (Eagles Tribute Band) { May 9 • 6–9pm }
Last Soul Clan Performing { May 16 • 6–9pm }
Grateful Geezers Performing { May 23 • 6–9pm }
Nobody’s Fool Performing { May 30 • 6–9pm }

UPCOMING EVENTS

Wild Stallion VineyardsWild Stallion Vineyards
281-803-WINE(9463)

www.wildstallionvineyards.com

Wild Stallion Vineyards
281-803-WINE(9463)

www.wildstallionvineyards.com

Festival of Wine, Music and Food Featuring New and Returning Bands!

New Menu Items. 
Season Passes Available.

COMING SOON   25219 KUYKENDAHL PLAZA

RETAIL & OFFICE FOR SALE/LEASE 936-230-0002 • 281-362-5640
WWW.AVENTURADEVELOPMENTS.COM
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Anadarko’s Hackett Tower 
Office building serves 1,550, features a full-
service dining area  and basketball court

T      he oil and gas company Anadarko 
Petroleum finished construction 
last year on its Hackett Tower, a 

31-story, 550,000-square-foot office build-
ing. The tower is in The Woodlands on The 
Waterway at 1201 Lake Robbins Drive. 
The Hackett Tower was built to accommo-
date the company’s expansive amount of 
employees, Senior Public Affairs Represen-
tative Stephanie Moreland said. 

“With the tremendous success Anadarko 
achieved in U.S. shale developments, in 
Mozambique and other areas over the past 
few years, the company needed additional 
space to accommodate the growth in its 
workforce,” Moreland said.

While Anadarko employs more than 
6,000 employees worldwide, the Hackett 
Tower building has space for 1,550 employ-
ees and staff. The neighboring Allison 
Tower houses Anadarko employees as well.

Inside the Hackett Tower is a full-service 
dining area and coffee bar. The building 
includes its own conference floor with doz-
ens of meeting rooms in a variety of sizes. 
The fitness center features a basketball 

court, fully equipped gym and locker 
rooms. In addition, outdoor green space is 
included on the more than 7 acres of land 
on which the tower is located. 

Moreland said the Allison Tower has a 
physician and medical staff on-site as well 
as laundry and car-detailing services. 

“[The] Hackett Tower was designed 
to enable greater efficiencies among our 
teams and also continue our work-life 
balance commitment to our employees 
through thoughtfully planned workspaces 
and facilities,” Facilities Manager Ambe 
Hoffman said.

The tower earned the Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design Silver 
award by the U.S. Green Building Council.

“Our facilities teams’ commitment to 
building a state-of-the-art addition to 
our headquarters that is energy-efficient, 
environmentally mindful and provides 
a healthy workplace for our employees, 
[underscores] Anadarko’s commitment 
to the community in which we live and 
work,” Anadarko Chairman and CEO Al 
Walker said.

By Julie Butterfield

CLOSE-UP

1

2
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Lake Robbins Dr. 

Timberloch Pl. 
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1201 Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands 
832-636-1000
www.anadarko.com

Anadarko’s Hackett Tower1  The entrance to the Anadarko campus 
features art work including eight bronze deer by 
artist Dick Idol named “Monarch’s Touch.”

2  The building offers views of The Woodlands 
Waterway and surrounding green space. 

3  Outdoor green space is included on the more 
than 7 acres of land on which the tower sits.

4  The fitness area offers workout equipment, a 
full-size basketball court and locker rooms.

5  The full-service dining area includes a coffee 
bar and a daily order-ahead menu.

6   Anadarko’s Hackett Tower serves as the 
workplace for more than 1,500 employees.

7  The 550,000-square-foot Hackett Tower is 
31 stories tall.

3 4 5 6

7

WHERE
TRADITION

7 GREATER HOUSTON LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

3205 College Park Dr. (Hwy 242)
The Woodlands, Texas 77384
936.273.4286

TraditionBank.com
713.666.2511 - Main

& BUSINESS
MEET

Working with those you trust 
is important, and helping 
you find local answers is 
our specialty.  At Tradition 
Bank, our commercial 
lending experts want to help 
you achieve your individual 
business goals by tailoring 
a financial solution for you.  
That means less time waiting 
and more time working on 
what you do best!

• Commercial Real Estate

• SBA

• Residential & Commercial Construction

• Church Facilities

• Commercial & Industrial

• Working Capital

• Accounts Receivable

• Equipment & Inventory

• Letters of Credit

• And more…

Commercial Lending Services:

Weldon Whitt of Tradition Bank, with Andrea and Donald Young 
Owners of Spring Valley Golf and Disc Golf Course

   New 3 & 4 Bedroom Homes

   $10,000 Worth of Upgrades

   Appliances Included

   Detached Garages

   Gated Entrance

   Swimming Pool

F E A T U R E S  I N C L U D E
Enjoy your new lakeside home today!
LGI Homes at Lake Breeze rewards 
homeowners with an amenity rich
community and affordable new homes. 

www.LGIHomes.com/LakeBreeze
(866) 341-9849 EXT 1181

Don’t wait, call now for an appointment!   Open 7 days a week - 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

*P&I. Price $163,900 at 4.25% Fixed, 30 Year Term, OAC. Prices and rates are subject to change without notice. Home pictured may not be available at the lowest advertised price.

Own a New
Home for /mo.

$799 *
NO DOWN PAYMENT REQUIRED!

COTTAGE
STYLE

LAKESIDE
HOMES!
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Willkomen Y’allWillkomen Y’all
15th Annual Tomball German Heritage Festival15th Annual Tomball German Heritage Festival

A Texas German Celebration

March 27th-29th • Fri, 6pm–10pm • Sat, 10am–10pm • Sun, 10am–6pm
www.TomballGermanFest.org

You do not have to be German to enjoy 
this festival!

A Texas German CelebrationA Texas German Celebration

4 Music Stages / 175 Street Vendors
Ethnic & Festival Food, Beer, Wine

Petting Zoo / Street Performers
Souvenirs, Arts & Crafts, Antiques

Carnival

Tomball, Texas
Old Town Tomball Near the Historical Train 

Depot Plaza, 201 S. Elm

Free Admission, Parking 
& ShuttleSHUTTLE PICK-UP/DROP-OFF: 

TOMBALL REGIONAL 

HOSPITALEAST PARKING 

LOT. 613 HOLDERRIETH BLVD.

Fun for 

the Entire 

Family

POURING

H A P P Y  H O U R
LUNCH • DINNER
& LATE NIGHT
L I V E  M U S I C
N O  C O V E R
fb.com/LocalPourWoodlands
NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

1900 Hughes Landing Blvd. • localpourhouston.com

IN THE WOODLANDS

MARCH 2015

Easter is more than a springtime celebration.  
It symbolizes a new beginning. Make a fresh start 
with us, and experience the impact it makes in your 
life throughout the year. There is a place for you here, 
no matter your church background.  

 TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
An organ, choir and full orchestra provide a rich musical
backdrop for worship in our chapel and main sanctuary. 

 HARVEST WORSHIP 
Contemporary music sets the mood for inspired Bible teaching 
and prayer-centered worship in our new Harvest Worship Center.  

 LOFT WORSHIP 
Energetic music, cutting-edge media and live drama set the 
stage for relevant teaching on faith and culture in a renovated 
warehouse we refer to as “the church of last resort.”

For a complete listing of Easter services and activities, visit
thewoodlandsumc.org/easter

2200 Lake Woodlands Dr.  |  The Woodlands, TX 77380  |  281.297.5900  
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Just one year after The 
Woodlands itself was 
established, area business-

men and women formed The 
Woodlands Rotary Club. Over 
the course of four decades, its 
members have given $1 million 
in scholarships to area youth 
and committed time and money 
to serving the community.

Thirty years after its inception 
in 1975, the club has more than 
170 active members who par-
ticipate in its dozens of service 
committees. Those committees 
range from literacy initiatives 
to community restoration along 
with its weekly business net-
working meetings.

“We are very committed to 
the community and giving 
back,” club President Bill  
Friebel said. 

The organization’s largest 
service program in The Wood-
lands is Interact, a service club 
in which high school students 
complete service projects and 

The Woodlands Rotary Club
Members commit to local and international service

CIVIC

The Woodlands Rotary Club

G
rogan’s M

ill Rd. N. Millb
end D

r. Meets every Thursday at noon
The Woodlands Country Club,  
2301 N. Millbend Drive, The Woodlands
www.woodlandsrotary.org

The Woodlands Rotary Club was established a year after The Woodlands opened.

C
o

ur
te

sy
 T

he
 W

o
o

d
la

nd
s 

R
o

ta
ry

 C
lu

b

By Carrie Taylor 

are mentored by local Rotarians. 
Friebel said before The Wood-
lands High School divided into 
College Park High School, the 
combined student club was the 
largest in the world. Currently, 
THWS’s club is the largest in 
the United States. 

To complement its Interact 
clubs, Rotary hosts its annual 
weekend-long Rotary Youth 
Leadership Awards for par-
ticipants ages 14 to 30. Friebel 
serves as the Rotarian adviser 
for the John Cooper School’s 
Interact group and said the 
students have their own board 
of directors, conduct fundrais-
ers and complete local service 
projects around the community.

“They also participate in 
Interfaith [of the Woodlands] 
serving our seniors as the 
Rotary Club does, and also 
[participate in] community res-
toration,” he said. “For someone 
who may be down on their luck, 
like a disabled veteran who is 

in a situation where they need 
help, we will go out there and 
help them out.”

Another component of the 
club’s service to area youth is its 
annual scholarships program, 
which provides awards to high 
school and Lone Star College–
Montgomery students.

“[The youth] are our future,” 
Friebel said. “They are our 
future leaders, and just from 
our perspective when you see 
the leaders from the Interact 
club or scholarship winners 
come to our meetings, it makes 
you very hopeful and proud of 
the kids coming out of our area. 
If they have the right mentor-
ship, they can make a real dif-
ference in the world.”

Vocational Services Director 
Ryan Mathes said one of the 
aspects she enjoys most about 
the club is that each member 
is active and participates in 
events and service activities. 
To join, new members must be 

sponsored by a current Rotarian 
to ensure they are committed to 
being involved.

The club is establishing a 
new program for local college 
students, Mathes said, which 
will educate them on financial 
literacy, and provide interview 
training and workforce-related 
skills. The first seminar is 

scheduled for March 31.
“What we’re hearing is these 

students get out in the work-
force, and they really still don’t 
know how to go about get-
ting a job and facing that first 
interview,” she said. “So we are 
working on workshops through 
Lone Star [College] about how 
to dress and answer questions.”

With Cosmetic
Dental Solutions 
from America's 
Family Dental

Two Convenient Locations to Serve You – Call Now!
Tomball

616 West Main Street

281.290.8000
www.TomballLumineers.com

Spring
1100 Rayford Road, Suite 100

281.602.8843
www.WoodlandsLumineers.com

www.AmericasFamilyDental.com

Get your new smile 
and discover the 
difference of America’s 
Family Dental today! 8 Lumineers for $6,295!

Discover The Difference

All three of our dentists are Diplomates of the International Dental Implant 
Association, which is one of the most exclusive dental implant societies. 
The elevation to Diplomate is the highest honor a professional dental 
society can bestow upon its members. 

Additionally, our dentists are among the top Lumineer doctors in the 
country and they regularly provide training and instruction to other area 
dentists on the latest techniques in prepless veneers.

Ask about our No Shot, No Drilling, 
Painless Veneer Solution.

Anamaya Internal Medicine 
25420 Kuykendahl Road Suite D-1000
� e Woodlands, TX 77375
281-255-4900
www.AIMdoctor.com

Primary Care for 
Ages 16 & Up

Sports Physicals
Executive Physicals

In-O�  ce Lab

Behind Woodforest Bank

Saturday Appointments Available
Hablamos Español
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Hufsmith Rd.

N

Chronic Disease 
Management

Acute Care 

Well Woman 
Exams
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THE WOODLANDS  

SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!  
THE KINK TEAM SHRED DAY IS COMING SOONTHE KINK TEAM SHRED DAY IS COMING SOONTHE KINK TEAM SHRED DAY IS COMING SOON   

SATURDAY

APRIL 18

8:00am 8:00am --  4:00pm4:00pm  
or until the trucks are fullor until the trucks are fullor until the trucks are full   

8111 Ashlane Way 8111 Ashlane Way 8111 Ashlane Way ---   The Woodlands, TX 77382The Woodlands, TX 77382The Woodlands, TX 77382   
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Appraisal districts deadline to file for exemptions approaching

INSIDE INFORMATION

Compiled by Emilie Lutostanski and Brian Walzel

Sources: Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts, Montgomery County Appraisal 
District, Harris County Appraisal District

This list is a sampling of local exemption amounts but is not comprehensive. 

Common  
property tax 
exemptions

General homestead 
exemptions require that the 
owner claims the property 

as the primary residence and not claim 
an exemption on another residence in 
or outside of Texas. The exemption also 
limits the amount the assessed value can 
increase year over year to 10 percent. 

Homestead 
exemption

Age 65 or older exemption
To qualify for the age 65 or older 
exemption, a homeowner must be age 
65 or older and live in the house. If the 
age 65 or older homeowner dies, the 
surviving spouse may continue to receive 

the exemption if the surviving spouse is age 55 or 
older at the time of death and lives in and owns 
the home and applies for the exemption.

There are many additional exemptions allowed 
under the Texas Property Code, including those for 
veterans and charitable organizations. For additional 
information, visit http://comptroller.texas.gov.

The Woodlands Township $0 $0 $0

City of Shenandoah  0–20%  $75,000 $75,000

City of Oak Ridge North 0–20% $25,000 $25,000

Montgomery County  $0 $35,000 $0 

Harris County  0–20% Varies Varies

Lone Star College System  0–2% $75,000 $75,000

Conroe ISD  $15,000 $15,000 $10,000

Tomball ISD $15,000  $32,000 $10,000

Montgomery County HD   $25,000 $0$0

OFFERED

Disability 
exemption

A disabled person must meet 
the definition of disabled for 

the purpose of receiving disability insurance 
benefits under the Federal Old-Age, 
Survivors and Disability Insurance Act.

A person who qualifies as both age 65 or 
older and disabled does not qualify for both 
but must choose which exemption to claim.

Local exemptions

DISABILITY65+HOMESTEAD

Filing PROPERTY TAX exemptions

How much  
it could save 
State law requires 
public school 
districts to offer a 
$15,000 exemption 
on residence 
homesteads as well 
as an additional 
$10,000 exemption for property 
owners age 65 and older and a 
$10,000 exemption for disabled 
property owners. Any taxing entity, 
including a city, county, school 
district or special district, has 
the option of offering a separate 
homestead, senior or disability 
exemption of up to 20 percent of 
the property’s appraised value but 
not less than $5,000. A county may 
also offer a $3,000 exemption if it 
collects a property tax to fund  
farm-to-market roads or flood 
control.

How to check if you 
have exemptions
Depending on the county of residence, 
property owners can check if they have 
exemptions filed using the property search 
tool on the Montgomery County 
Central Appraisal District 
website, www.mcad-tx.org, 
or the Harris County Central 
Appraisal District website,  
www.hcad.org. 

How to file
Exemptions in Montgomery 
County can be found online at  
www.mcad-tx.org but cannot 
be filed online. Forms can be submitted or 
mailed to the Montgomery County Central 
Appraisal District, P.O. Box 2233, Conroe, 
77305. In Harris County, applications can be 
found online at www.hcad.org. Forms can be 
mailed to or dropped off at the Harris County 
Central Appraisal District, P.O. Box 922012, 
Houston, 77292. 

Texas law allows a variety of exemptions 
from local property taxes. A partial 

exemption removes either a percentage or a 
fixed dollar amount of the property’s value 
from taxation, and a total exemption ex-
cludes the entire property from taxation. In 
essence, exemptions lower the total property 
value amount that is taxed by an entity, such 
as a city, school district, county or munici-
pal utility district, or MUD.

The deadline for filing an exemption 
application is April 30. In most circum-
stances, exemptions from property tax 
require an application to be filed with the 
county’s central appraisal district. There is 
no charge to file an exemption application. 
The property owner only needs to apply for 
an exemption once unless there is a change 
to the status of the property, such as a new 
owner or tenant, or if a new application is 
requested by the central appraisal district. 

RECLAIM YOUR LIFE
OUR MISSION

To provide comprehensive, personalized, evidence based 
gynecologic oncology care to women

WE OFFER CARE TO ALL WOMEN WITH A GYNECOLOGIC ONCOLOGY CONDITION

• Evaluation and treatment of ovarian, uterine,
 cervical, vaginal and vulvar cancers
• Evaluation and treatment of cervical and 
 vaginal dysplasia
• Evaluation and treatment of vulvar intraepithelial
 neoplasia
• Evaluation of complex adnexal or pelvic masses
• Evaluation of postmenopausal bleeding
• Second opinions
• Risk reducing surgery for BRCA and Lynch 
 gene mutations.

COMMON 
SERVICES WE 

PROVIDE

OFFICE LOCATIONS

17521 St Luke’s Way
Suite 180

The Woodlands, TX 77384

22710 Professional Drive
Suite 202

Kingwood, TX 77339

837 FM 1960 West
Suite 106

Houston, TX 77090

SCHEDULING 
936-447-9490 (o�  ce) • 832-442-4657 (fax) • Ghpmagynonc.com
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M ore than 500 collegiate 
athletes will converge 
at the Conroe ISD 

Natatorium in Shenandoah on 
March 18 to compete over four 
days in the 2015 NCAA Divi-
sion III Swimming and Diving 
Championship. The event will 
include 57 men’s teams and 54 
women’s teams.

“Over the last year, staff has 
been working together to plan all 
aspects of the event, including a 
banquet for athletes, coaches and 
NCAA officials, food for each 
day of the event, managing ticket 
sales, and recruiting volunteers 
and negotiating hotel rates,” 
Shenandoah Mayor Gary Watts 
said. 

In 2013, the last year the 
city was home to the event, the 
natatorium held more than 2,000 
attendees, including athletes, 
coaches, officials and families. 
Area hotels, including those in 
Shenandoah, The Woodlands, 
Spring, Conroe and Tomball, 

had 5,636 hotel room stays, 
which helped bring visitors to 
the area, according to the city. 

Watts said the event had an 
economic impact of $1.5 million. 
That same year, Shenandoah 
was awarded the 2015 and 2017 
championships in an extensive 
bidding process.

Shenandoah is the only city 
in Texas with the rights to use 
the NCAA logo through this 
partnership, Watts said.

“We are proud to continue a 
tradition that showcases swim-
ming and diving sports in south 
Montgomery County,” he said.  
“There is a long history of sup-
port for aquatics in this area, 
which is also the birthplace of 
Olympic gold medalist Laura 
Wilkinson. A number of new 
records were set at the champi-
onship in 2013.”

 Among those competing are 
current NCAA record holders 
Celia Oberholzer of Kenyon Col-
lege, Kirsten Nitz of Wheaton 

College and Damon Rosenburg 
of Denison University, Watts 
said. Oberholzer holds the 
record for women’s 100 back-
stroke, Nitz for women’s 100 
meter butterfly and Rosenburg 
for men’s 100 breast stroke. 

“In Shenandoah, we empha-
size hospitality and we have 
worked for several months to 
offer a convenient host hotel 
for the NCAA as well as direct 
them to the wide range of dining 
options and other nearby attrac-
tions,” Watts said. “We look 
forward to introducing them to 
Shenandoah as well as the sur-
rounding area.”

All-session passes are $50 for 
reserved seating and $25 for 
student seating. Admission for 
children age 2 and under is free. 
Single-session passes and the 
finals are available.

For more information regard-
ing the event, contact the 
Shenandoah Convention and 
Visitor’s Bureau at 281-292-5953.

NCAA Swim & Dive Meet
Championship event attracts athletes, fans

ENTERTAINMENT

By Julie Butterfield

CISD Natatorium

Ed English Dr.                

45

19133 David Memorial Drive
Shenandoah • 936-709-3901 
athletics.conroeisd.net

The city of Shenandoah will host more than 500 athletes in the NCAA Division III 
Swimming and Diving Championship which takes place March 18-21.
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Tickets
Single-session passes are available 
through March 21. 

• Preliminaries:  
$8 for adults 
$6 for students/senior citizens

• Finals:  
$10 for adults 
$8 for students/senior citizens

Schedule
March 18–21  
9 a.m.–9 p.m. daily

What you get by achieving your goals 
is not as important as what you 
become by achieving your goals

Henry David Thoreau

crossfittowncenter.com

Life Happens.
SERVICES

• Pregnancy testing
• Ultrasounds

• Options counseling
• STD/HIV screening for 

women & men
• Well-woman exams

• Classes and support groups
• Education program

No cost & confi dential

Spring/Woodlands: 281-367-1518 | 26464 I-45 N | Spring, TX | 77386
Conroe: 936-441-6442| | 115 N. San Jacinto | Conroe, TX | 77301

WWW.PACN.ORG

1699 Research Forest Drive, Suite 
100 Shenandoah, Texas 77380

• Variable interest rate pays a monthly .60%
Annual Percentage Yield (APY) on entire
balance in account. 

– No limit to deposit size.
– Must have $2,500 in the account for the entire statement period to earn the rate.
– Fees could reduce the earnings on account.
– Rate may change after account is opened.

• FREE ONLINE BANKING*

• Unlimited transactions

• All ATM fees automatically refunded
Unlimited ATM fee rebates apply to cash withdrawals using the Integrity Bank Visa  
Debit Card wherever it is accepted nationwide. ATM fee rebates do not apply to 
any fees other than fees assessed for using an ATM to withdraw cash from your 
Integrity Bank account nationwide..

• $100 minimum to open

• No monthly service charge

• Free eStatement available

• Free imaged checks included with statement

Interest rate and Annual Percentage Yield is accurate as of 11/14/2014 and 
is subject to change at any time.

– Internet service provider fees may apply.
– Unlimited transactions - subject to availability of funds.
– Bill Pay is not a free service.

DON’T LIKE THE 
DIRECTION YOUR 
BANK IS GOING?
Open an Integrity 
Checking Account 

Today!

832.562.2250 • IBANKTX.com

*

David Memorial Dr.
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Fielding’s Wood Grill 

JAX Burgers, Fries & Shakes
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Mary’s Flight
Fielding’s Wood Grill

Cookies 
and Cream 
Milkshake 
JAX Burgers, Fries  
and ShakesM  ary’s Flight is a sampling of 

all four of the Fielding’s Wood 
Grill’s bloody marys. Each 

drink is made with a different vodka, 
including Dripping Springs and the 
organic Square One Basil. 

Cary Attar, Founder and CEO of 
Fielding’s Wood Grill, said the com-
plexly balanced bloody marys are crafted 
to appeal to customers who requested 
bloody mary varieties when the restau-
rant opened in September 2013. 

Each of the four samples highlights 
an ingredient, such as the Bacon Mary, 
which includes a wedge of candied and 
cured bacon. The Sriracha Mary has a 
hard-boiled pickled egg colored with 
beet juice.

The Fielding’s Mary is topped with a 
house-brined pickle and a fresh olive, 
and the Mary Caprese includes mari-
nated mozzarella and fresh basil. 

Attar said guests enjoy the combina-
tion of different flavors and the vodkas 
the restaurant uses in the $19 flight. 

“As much as we can, we vary the flavor 
and texture and the garnishes,” he said. 

The cookies and cream con-
coction is JAX Burgers, Fries  
Shakes’ most popular milk-

shake. The dessert beverage comple-
ments a tasty hamburger meal, JAX 
owner John Recio said.

“The salty, greasy burger and fries 
blend well with the sweet and creamy 
blend of cookies and cream,” Recio said. 

John and his wife, Melissa, both own 
JAX, a eight-store Greater Houston area 
burger chain with one location in The 
Woodlands. The Recios are burger fare 
purists who believe in the traditional 
way of creating their menu offerings. 
For example, the restaurant uses a flat 
top grill to cook its hamburgers, and 
the milkshakes are crafted with an old-
fashioned drink spinner.

“Everything we do is back from the 
old days,” Melissa said. “Our buns are 
egg buns and handcrafted. The burger is 

DRINKS

1699 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands
832-616-3275
www.fieldings.com

3091 College Park Drive, The Woodlands
832-791-1902
www.jaxburgers.com

By Julie Butterfield

By Julie Butterfield

Mary’s Flight at Fielding’s Wood Grill features four 
distinctive tastes ($19).

The cookies and cream milkshake at JAX is hand-
spun with Blue Bell ice cream ($3.95).

Research Forest Dr. 

College Park Dr. 
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all-natural, not a frozen patty. It’s fresh.” 
John said the cookies and cream 

milkshake is a draw because of the large 
chunks of Oreo cookie mixed into the 
shake. 

“Our recipes for milkshakes are really 
old-fashioned, hand-dipped and hand-
spun, and made with just ice cream and 
whole milk,” John said.  
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This guide is not 
comprehensive.

Charro Potato Cabo Baja & 
Mexican Grill

The Woodlands has long been a hotspot for Mexican food. The increase in 
popularity of food trucks and trailers, and in particular those that serve 
authentic Mexican-style tacos, has given rise to more styles and flavors of 
tacos being offered. Many local restaurants have adopted the concept of 
offering fresh, distinctive and authentic tacos served with homemade salsas 
and ingredients. The Woodlands area has several such offerings.

Charro Potato opened in June just north of the Village of Creekside Park 
and offers authentic Mexican-style tacos and baked potatoes to The 
Woodlands area residents. The outdoor patio restaurant prepares its La 
Gringa tacos with top sirloin cooked on a gyro machine, which 
slow-cooks the outside edges of the  
sirloin before it is shaved and served on a taco or 
other entrees. The restaurant also serves other 
variations of its tacos, including barbacoa 
and chicken. Charro Potato also serves 
breakfast tacos, charro beans, and its 
namesake, the Charro Potato. 

8423 Cinnamon Run, Spring
281-730-7373
www.charropotato.com
Hours: Mon.–Thu. 9 a.m.–4 p.m., 
Fri.–Sat. 9 a.m.–10 p.m., Sun. 10 
a.m.–8 p.m. 

Cabo Baja & Mexican Grill opened Dec. 20 in The Woodlands and 
specializes in Baja California style tacos and burritos. The menu 
features authentic Southern California and northern Mexico 
baja cuisine and uses certified Angus beef. Cabo’s 
most popular tacos include the carne asada, al 
pastor and baja tacos. The restaurant also 
offers housemade salsas, including two 
habanero salsas, a chipotle salsa and 
cilantro salsa. 

544 Sawdust Road, Spring 
281-465-8575
www.cabobajagrill.com
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 9 a.m.–9 p.m., 
Sun. 9 a.m.–8 p.m.

Compiled by Julie Butterfield, Abigail Loop and Jesse Mendoza

VEGETARIAN
PORK FISH CHICKENBEEF FLOUR 

TORTILLA
CORN 

TORTILLA
NUMBER  
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$59.00
A/C TUNE-UP

(REG. $89)
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC. PER SYSTEM. CANNOT BE 
COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS OR SPECIALS. 

EXPIRES 4-8-15
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER.

March and April are the time of  
the year for “smart shoppers” to 
start considering replacing their 
old, worn out air conditioners.  
Winter is over and the warm 
weather is on the way.  

Having been in the air conditioning 
business for nearly thirty years, 
Bradbury Brothers, 1st Place 
Winner of  the 2015 Best of  The 
Woodlands for Air Conditioning, 
knows what they’re talking about. 

Every year they encourage their 
customers to take advantage of  
shopping early and getting the 
best deals before those hot, humid 
days of  summer are here. 

If  your present air conditioning 
system is aged it isn’t effectively 
cooling and cleaning your air.  You 

Summer is Around the Corner!  Be a “Smart Shopper” 

and Get a FREE “Smart Thermostat” ($533 value)! 281.528.4947
131 S Trade Center Parkway 
The Woodlands, TX 77385

YOUR COOLING SPECIALISTS
BradburyBrothers.com

“Our customers are asking 
for the newest technology.”

-J Bradbury, HVAC Contractor

may have noticed that your utility 
bills have been slowly creeping 
up each year, and you’ve seen an 
increase in service and repairs.  

Old air conditioners are breeding 
grounds for mold, mildew and 

bacteria in addition to costing you 
more to operate. 

If  your air conditioner is over ten 
years old, now is the time to get 
it done before air conditioning 
companies get busy and won’t be 
making any special offers.

If  you give Bradbury Brothers a call 
and decide they are the company 

for you, when they install your new 
air conditioner they are rewarding 

“smart shoppers” with a “Smart 
Thermostat” ($533 value) that 
works with your “smart phone” to 
control your indoor home comfort.  
Turn your air conditioner on or 
change the temperature with your 
phone!

Bradbury Brothers are local and 
family-owned and operated, and 

“Best of  The Woodlands” four 
years in a row!  Give them a call at 
281-528-4947 and let them know 
you want the “Smart Special”!
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Taco USA Yucatan Taco Stand
General Manager Victor Maldonado said Taco USA uses Austin’s El 
Milagro corn tortillas for an added fresh touch to the fried fish taco. 
The cod is fried in a beer batter tempura with a sprinkling 
of heat from cayenne pepper. The fish is drizzled with 
a mayonnaise and sour cream sauce seasoned with 
paprika and lime juice and topped with fresh 
cabbage and pico de gallo.

7 Switchbud Place, Ste. 194, The Woodlands
281-292-8226
www.tacousa.com
Hours: Sun.–Thu. 7:30 a.m.–9 p.m.,  
Fri.–Sat. 7:30 a.m.–9:30 p.m.

The Spicy Tequila Shrimp Taco at Yucatan Taco Stand and Tequila Bar is made 
with grilled shrimp, garlic aioli sauce, lime, queso fresco, Chihuahua 
cheese, chopped purple onion, tomatoes, cilantro, shredded 
lettuce and cabbage. General Manager Beth Anderson said 
the taco is a staff favorite because of the sauce, which 
is a housemade Brazilian concoction of fresh herbs, 
garlic, olive oil and spices. 

24 Waterway Ave., Ste. 160, The Woodlands 
281-419-6300 
www.yucatantacostand.com
Hours: Sun. 10 a.m.–10 p.m., Mon.–Thu. 
11 a.m.–10 p.m., Fri. 11 a.m.–midnight, 
Sat. 10 a.m.–midnight.

Central Taco Hello Taco
Customers can get a taste of authentic Mexican food at Central Taco, a 
restaurant popular in Mexico and now also located in 
Shenandoah, the first U.S. location. Co-owner Ricardo 
Riestra said the restaurant focuses on producing 
fresh food daily and bringing the flavor of Mexico 
to its customers through its beef, chicken, pork 
and fish tacos; tostadas; tortas; burritos; and 
special homemade sauces. 

19075 I-45 S., Ste. 752, Shenandoah
936-206-5936
www.centraltaco.com
Hours: Mon.–Thu. 11 a.m.–9 p.m., Fri.–
Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.–8 p.m.

Armando and Susan Ocampo opened Hello Taco in March 2014 to 
bring healthy, authentic Mexican food to customers. With a 
slogan of “Made from Scratch—No Lard, Nothing Fried—
No Microwaves,” the menu offers gluten-free corn 
and flour tortillas with its fish, beef, pork and 
chicken tacos; homemade juices or “aguas”; 
and a homemade dessert of “Marilyn’s Famous 
Chocolate Cake,” a recipe from Susan 
Ocampo’s mother. 

25114 Grogan’s Mill Road., Ste. A, Spring
832-819-4639
www.hellotaco.com
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.   
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LSC- University Center  •  3232 College Drive •  The Woodlands, TX 77384 
936-273-7628 • www.ollusa.edu/TheWoodlands

Our Lady of the Lake University gives you scheduling options 
and affordable tuition to complete your undergraduate or 
graduate degree on the weekends and reach your career goals.

TAKE YOUR CAREER TO THE NEXT LEVEL
Earn a degree on weekends in The Woodlands
BACHELOR’S • MASTER’S • DOCTORAL

ATTEND ONE OF OUR FREE 
INFORMATION SESSIONS

Saturday, March 28 • Noon 
Thursday, April 9 • 6:30 p.m.

Sign up online at 
www.ollusa.edu/InfoSession

The Shape Of Behavior
26315 Oak Ridge Dr • The Woodlands, TX 77380

Ph# 832.358.2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

The Shape Of Behavior
26315 Oak Ridge Dr • The Woodlands, TX 7738026315 Oak Ridge Dr • The Woodlands, TX 77380

Autism Services and Behavior Therapy

 Communication 

 Socialization

 Self-Help Skills

 Academics and Behavior Problems Academics and Behavior Problems

Our Board Certifi ed Behavior Analysts (BCBA) develop an 
individualized program for each child. We offer an array of 
services such as in-clinic treatment, social skills training, in-

school shadowing programs, parent trainings, and play groups.

Proudly serving children and 
their families since 2000.

Like us on Facebook to information 
on Free Trainings and Play Groups.

Download Our FREE 
App for Up-To-Date 

Information on Clinics, 
Events, Training, Etc.
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ACADEMIC
Building Brains 
Building Brains uses LEGO and K’nex education 
kits to teach math, science and engineering 
skills. Campers build simple machines using 
gears, levers and pulleys, and learn how to make 
them work. 

AGES: 3–14
DATES: Five-day camps begin June 16, July 7, 
July 21, July 28 and Aug. 11
COST: $225–$375
The Woodlands Recreation Center
5310 Research Forest Drive,  
The Woodlands, 936-273-5447
www.buildingbrains.biz

Camp Invention
Programs at Camp Invention focus on offering 
classes that encourage students to explore, 
create and innovate through sessions, such as 
“Design Studio,” “I Can Invent” and “Inducted.” 
Classes focus on science, technology, 
engineering and math concepts through hands-
on activities. 

GRADES: First–sixth
DATES: Camps start June 15 (Bear Branch 
Elementary School) and June 22 (Christ Church 
United Methodist Church) 
COST: $245 (CCUMC), $220 (BBES)
Christ Church United Methodist Church
6363 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands 
936-273-2030
Bear Branch Elementary School
8909 FM 1488, Magnolia
800-968-4332                                             
www.campinvention.org 

Discovery College
Discovery College offers a wide range of 
programs designed to engage campers in STEM 
concepts. Programs in performing arts, robotics, 
dancing, photography, geology and physical 
education are also offered.

AGES: 6–17
DATES: One-week camps are held June 15, June 
22, July 6 and July 13
COST: Weekly sessions start at $97
Lone Star College–Montgomery
3232 College Park Drive, The Woodlands
936-321-4500
www.lonestar.edu/discovery-college.htm

Mad Science Summer Camp 
Mad Science features a variety of camps at two 
Woodlands locations. Summer camp classes 
include “Robotics,” “How Does It Work?”, 
“Eureka!,” “Chemistry Mystery,” “Wild Science” 
and “Secret Agent Lab.”

AGES: 6–12
DATES: Five-day camps starting June 8, 15 and 
22, and July 20,27 and Aug. 3,10 and 17
COST RANGE: $249–$260 per session 
The John Cooper School
One John Cooper Drive, The Woodlands
713-221-8032
Creekside YMCA
6464 Creekside Forest Drive, The Woodlands
281-367-9622
houston.madscience.org

Wonder-Space Tech Camp
Wonder-Space Tech Camp offers several classes 
campers can choose from including game 
design, media and graphics, and engineering and 
programming courses. Camps are designed so 
beginners can easily adapt to lessons, but those 
who have attended the camp previously will still 

be challenged.

AGES: 10–17
DATES: Five-day camps begin June 15 and run 
through the end of August
COST: $719–$839 
Wonder-Space headquarters
2900 Weslayan St., Houston
877-972-2671
www.wstechcamp.com

GENERAL
CAMPS
Houston SPCA Critter Camp
Campers spend time with shelter dogs, cats and 
farm animals and learn how to care for them 
while participating in animal themed crafts, 
games and other activities.

AGES: 8–16
DATES: Five day camps from June 1–Aug. 14
COST: $245 weekly minimum, depends on 
session
Houston SPCA
900 Portway Drive, Houston
713-869-7722
www.houstonspca.org

iKids
The iKids summer camp experience involves 
activities that train campers in computer 
and technology skills, while also helping to 
build self-confidence and promote teamwork. 
Programs are designed for kids ages 3–7 and 
7–12. Classes include “PC Pet Shop,” “Lego Tech 
USA,” “Digital Media Mystery” and “Robotics Go 
Green.”

AGES: 3–12
DATES: Four-day camps are held weekly from 

June 15 to July 27
COST: $175 per session
The Woodlands Recreation Center
5310 Research Forest Drive,  
The Woodlands, 713-665-5200
www.ikidsinc.com 

Lazy Acres
Lazy Acres summer camp offers campers           
a range of indoor and outdoor activities, including 
sports, nature trails, arcade games, pool tables 
and water games. The camp teaches children 
self-esteem in a Christian environment.

GRADES: K–8
DATES: Five-day camps are held weekly from 
June 8 up to Aug. 14
COST: $140 per week, $130 for two or more 
campers
Lazy Acres Ranch
13913 Stagecoach Road, Magnolia
281-356-8152
www.lazyacresranch.com

Pinebrook Farms 
Horsemanship Camp  
Pinebrook Farms Horsemanship Camp offers 
lessons on how to ride and care for horses as 
well as swimming, crafts, games and sports. 
Sessions can be co-ed or girls only and cater to 
all experience levels.

AGES: 7–15
DATES: Sundays on June 14, 21; July 12, 19 
COST: $850
Pinebrook Farms
611 Virgie Community Road, Magnolia 
281-356-3441
www.pinebrook-farms.com

Sea Camp
Camps feature exploration of shipwrecks, marine 
ecosystems, coastal photography, camping 

2015
GUIDE

Design by Pamela Ric
hard

Compiled by Julie Butterfield, Abigail  Loop  
and Brian Walzel

From academic to athletic camps, and from 
overnight to faith-based camps, kids have 
no shortage of choices when it comes to 
where to spend their summer. Camps are 
offered throughout the state, around the 
Greater Houston area and even locally. This 
guide can help parents plan summer sched-
ules for kids.
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and more. Career-oriented camps cover marine 
biology, veterinary medicine and marine science. 

AGES: Weeklong overnight camps for ages 
10–18, day camps for ages 6–11
DATES: June 7–Aug. 8
COST: $875–$950 (weeklong), $140 (day)
Texas A&M University at Galveston
1001 Texas Clipper Road, Galveston
409-740-4525
www.tamug.edu/seacamp

Summer of Leaders
Campers can attend a variety of camps ranging 
from activity-based camps such as culinary arts 
to educational camps, such as “Goin’ Green” and 
“iDig Dinosaurs,” as well as creative camps such 
as “Inventor’s Workshop.”

AGES: 5–10
DATES: June 8–Aug. 14
COST: $65 per day or $200 per week
Young Leaders Vintage Park
106 Vintage Park Blvd., Ste. E, Houston
832-559-8710
www.ylcampus.com

The Woodlands  
Children’s Museum 
The Woodlands Children’s Museum offers various 
summer workshops in which the curriculum is 
age appropriate, developmentally sound and 
fosters creative thinking. Workshops offered 
for younger children include art, cultural 
discovery, Lego building and science concepts. 
Older children can select from pre-engineering 
concepts through Robotiks, a workshop in which 
campers build robots and realistic motorized 
models from LEGO within a team-building 
collaboration. 

AGES: 4–10
DATES: Day camps held June 8–Aug. 20

COST: $127–$154
The Woodlands Children’s Museum
4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands
281-465-0955    

www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

YMCA day and teen Camp
The YMCA day and teen camp consists of weekly 
swimming trips, outdoor games, arts and crafts 
and field trips to places such as Unity Park 
and the movie theater. The camp also involves 
activities designed to build values, confidence 
and self-esteem.

GRADES: Day camp: K–fifth; teen camp: sixth–
eighth 
DATES: June 8–Aug. 21
COST: $30 registration fee per camper. YMCA 
members pay $125 per week, nonmembers pay 
$140 per week.
Magnolia/Tomball Family YMCA
36725 FM 1774, Magnolia 
281-356-4077
www.ymcahouston.org/magnolia-tomball

OVERNIGHT
CAMPS
Camp Allen
The overnight summer camp program at Camp 
Allen is one of the largest programs in the 
Episcopal Church. The campgrounds cover     
950 acres. Activities range from horseback riding 
to canoeing to environmental education.

GRADES: Third–12th
DATES: June 7–Aug. 8
COST: $570 per week
Camp Allen Conference and Retreat Center
18800 FM 362, Navasota
936-825-7175

www.campallen.org

Camp Blessing Texas
Camp Blessing is a five-day camp for kids with 
special needs or disabilities. Each camper has 
his or her own counselor. Activities include 
themed parties, archery, canoeing, arts and 
crafts, music, sports and water games. 

AGES: 7–19 and 20+ for adult week
DATES: Five-day camps from June 14–Aug. 8
COST: $585 per week
Locations vary
713-724-0021
www.campblessing.org

Carolina Creek
Carolina Creek Christian Camps are divided into 
two camps for younger and older children. The 
camp for younger children offers creek rides, a 
waterpark and outdoor activities. Older campers 
can participate in archery, riflery, kayaking 
and a water zip line. Christian teachings are 
incorporated in activities.

“Wild” sessions
GRADES: K–fifth
DATES: Four-day camps from May 31–Aug. 8
COSTS: $375 per four-day camp, $700 per week

“Creek Weeks”
GRADES: sixth–12th 
DATES: Weekly camps from May 31–Aug. 8
COSTS: $700 per week, $350 for first week
Carolina Creek
84 Wimbley Lane, Huntsville  
936-594-4446
www.carolinacreek.org

Camp Olympia
The camp offers individualized scheduling 
of more than 40 activities and focuses on 
building character and values. Children learn 

responsibility and cooperation while gaining 
independence and self-esteem.

AGES: 6–9 for one-week camps, 7–16 for two- 
and three-week camps
DATES: One-, two- and three-week camps from 
June 7–Aug. 15
COSTS: $300 deposit per camper, $1,650–
$4,295
Camp Olympia
723 Olympia Drive, Trinity
936-594-2541
www.campolympia.com

Frontier Camp
Frontier Camp is a coed nondenominational 
Christian youth summer camp for kids and teens 
located in East Texas. The camp is designed 
to couple exciting recreational fun with an 
atmosphere where Christianity is taught.

AGES: 7–17
DATES: Junior weekly camps are from            
May 31–July 25. Teen weekly camps are from 
May 31–Aug. 8 
COSTS: $725 (junior week), $775 (teen week)
Frontier Camp
131 Frontier Camp Road, Grapeland
936-544-3206
www.frontiercamp.org
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CONTINUED
ON PAGE 59 

www.johncooper.org
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World Affairs Council
Of Houston

JOIN THE CONVERSATION 
ON WORLD EVENTS

In these challenging times, 
and with so much going on in 
the world, it is more important 
than ever to stay active in our 
community and engaged with the 
world. Membership in the Council 
makes this easy and enjoyable. 
We bring you information, 
friendships, and an important 
connection to Houston's 
international community.

JOIN US FOR THE 
WOODLANDS 
PROGRAMS SERIES

THE WOODLANDS PROGRAM SERIES

TIME:

Registration 6:30 p.m.
Program 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.

LOCATION:

The Performing Arts Center
The John Cooper School
One John Cooper Drive, The Woodlands

REGISTRATION

713-522-7811
rsvp@wachouston.org
www.wachouston.org

New Developments in the Fight Against Human 
Trafficking in India and China 

Jeffrey Pankratz, Justice Ventures International 
Monday, May 11th, 2015

AcreAge Home SiteS 
from tHe $80’S

eStAte Home SiteS 
from tHe $140’S

WAterfront Home 
SiteS from tHe $180’S

•	 Bulkheaded	with	private	
	 boat	slips

•	 Waterfront	parks	&	30	
	 miles	of	nature	trails

•	 Private	white	sand	beach

•	 Highly	acclaimed	
	 Huffman	ISD

•	 20	minutes	to	Bush	
	 Intercontinental	Airport

•	 35	minutes	to	Downtown	
	 Houston

Experience Nature’s Playground

CALL US: 281-324-4427
TheCommonsOfLakeHouston.com

331 Commons Vista Dr.

Previewing the Newest Section! Be among the first to select your home site and 
save up to 25% on pre-development pricing THIS WEEKEND.
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SPORTS CAMPS
Brian Cushing Football ProCamp
Houston Texans Pro Bowler Brian Cushing 
hosts his second annual football camp in which 
participants learn fundamental football skills. 
Participants also have the opportunity to meet 
Cushing. Each camper receives an autograph 
from Cushing and a team photo. The camp is 
open to boys and girls of all skill levels.

GRADES: First-eighth 
DATES: May 9–10
COST: $149
Conroe High School
3200 W. Davis Street, Conroe
888-389-2267
www.briancushingcamp.com

Alliance Fencing Academy
Alliance Fencing Academy provides weekly 
summer sports camps for kids to learn the 
sport of competitive fencing. Only beginning 
and intermediate fencers will be accepted for 
the camps being offered in The Woodlands. 
The camp sessions will include coordination 
exercises, basic and advanced fencing 
techniques, strategies and footwork and fencing 
drills.

AGES: 6–14
DATES: June 8–12, July 13–17, Aug. 10–14
COST: $245 per five-day sessions or $55 per day
Alliance Fencing Academy
27326 Robinson Road, Ste. 110, Conroe
713-410-6655
www.alliance-fencing-academy.com

Legends Sports Complex
Camps cover a wide range of sports, including 
soccer, football, baseball, basketball and 
volleyball. Each camp lasts one five-day week. 
Specialty camps for skill development are also 
available for basketball and football.

AGES: 5–13
DATES: Five-day camps from June 1–Aug. 21
COST: $99–$275 
Legends Sports Complex
602 Pruitt Road, Spring
281-298-5700
www.thelegendssportscomplex.com

Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
Texas Motocross Camp
Professional riders and trainers in the motocross 
industry lead a motocross camp for people of all 
experience levels. There are separate camps for 
children and adults, both of which are overnight 
camps. 

AGES: 5+
DATES: July 6–9
COST: $575

Three Palms Action Sports Park
15100 I-45 S., Conroe
936-321-8725
www.fcacamps.org

CONTINUED 
FROM  

PAGE 57
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Information Meeting Dates
for 2015-2016 Enrollment Year

March 30, 6:30pm  /  April 10, 10am  /  May 1, 10am

9768 Research Forest • The Woodlands, TX • 936.337.2000
 

           

Information Meeting Dates
for 2015-2016 Enrollment Year

A Certified Accredited University-Model School©

LEGACY PREPARATORY

Christian Academy

Dancing for a cause 
Dancing with The Woodlands stars
souTh MonTgoMery counTy faMily yMca

April 9 at 6 pm
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott

reserve your seaT ToDay!
Contact rdavis@ymcahouston.org 

TheLegendsSportsComplex.com | (281) 298-5700
602 Pruitt Road | The Woodlands, TX 77380

*Discounts are not available 
for Pro Series Camps

Summer Camps when 
registering in-person at the 
Summer Camp Open House 

April 12th 1pm-4pm*

25% OFF

Starting Week 1: June 1st - June 6th
Ending Week 12: August 17th - August 21st

2015 
SUMMER CAMPS

TheLegendsSportsComplex.com | (281) 298-5700
602 Pruitt Road | The Woodlands, TX 77380

*Discounts are not available 
for Pro Series Camps

Summer Camps when 
registering in-person at the 
Summer Camp Open House 

April 12th 1pm-4pm*

25% OFF

Starting Week 1: June 1st - June 6th
Ending Week 12: August 17th - August 21st

2015 
SUMMER CAMPS
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LET’S TALK!

Sam Houston State University

shsu.edu/letstalk  •  936.294.4061  •  letstalk@shsu.edu

YOU’RE INVITED TO A NIGHT OF CONVERSATION...
Thursday, March 19, 2015  •  6:30 p.m.  •  Lowman Student Center Ballroom  •  Huntsville, TX

Wildflowers

John ’70 Thomas & 
Marilyn ’69 Thomas

Founders and Owners 
of Wildseed Farm, 
Fredricksburg, TX

©2015 First American Financial Corporation and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved. q NYSE: FAF

713.850.0455 q www.firstam.com/ncs

First American Title
National Commercial Services
Employee Spotlight: Read Hammond

Read spent more than a decade as a 
National Underwriter for First American, 
and currently servces as Vice President 
and Area Operations Manager for First 
American Title National Commercial 
Services in Houston, Texas. He holds a 
bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Texas and a law degree from the  
University of Houston. 

Read Hammond
Vice President, Operations Manager – Texas
713.346.1652  |  jthammond@firstam.com
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CORRIDOR

1501 Lake Robbins Drive, Ste. 160
713-389-5776
www.cyclestx.com

24 Waterway Ave.
713-389-5674
www.refugeinthewoodlands.com

Spotlight
Cycles TX

Spotlight
The Refuge

Since opening in September 2013 in 
the Waterway Square district of The 
Woodlands Town Center, Cycles TX has 
found success amid a community that 
places a high value on bicycling.

Owner Baltazar Vilchis said his store 
offers a wide array of bicycles for every 
age and ability, from children and 
beginners to longtime riders and serious 
cyclists. Cycles TX offers about 80–100 
bicycles at any given time, including 
specialty bikes and special editions, 
Vilchis said.

Cycles TX, he said, is one of the few 
stores in the area that offers high-end 
bikes, such as those made by Pinarello 
and Cipollini, which are handmade in 
Italy. 

Those bicycles, he said, can range 
from about $6,000 to $22,000.

“We also have bikes for all budgets,” 
Vilchis said. “We have different brands 
that other stores don’t have.”

The Refuge Bar and Bistro, at 24 
Waterway Ave., has garnered a reputa-
tion among regulars as a throwback 
to the classic neighborhood bars that 
offered good drinks, good food and 
good company. 

Co-owners Mark Zientek and Lewis 
Padilla, who also serves as bar manager, 
offer customers what they call “elevated 
classics,” such as the Old Fashioned, the 
Mary Pickford, the Manhattan and the 
Last Word. The bar also serves up in-
house creations, such as the Irish-Scot-
tish Cocktail, which combines whiskey 
and scotch, and the Bee’s Knees, a com-
bination of gin, honey and lemon juice.

“We really try to stay with the fresh 
vintage drinks,” Zientek said. 

The Refuge also specializes in craft 
beers, rotating locally brewed selections 
regularly among the 12 selections the 
bar has on tap. Among the Houston-
area breweries represented at The Refuge 

A spotlight on independently owned businesses and a listing 
of stores, services and restaurants in Waterway Square, 
between Lake Robbins Drive and Timberloch Place, in The 
Woodlands Town Center.

Additional businesses at Waterway Square

Compiled by Brian Walzel

Bars and Lounges

Baker St. Pub & Grill
25 Waterway Ave.
281-362-7431
www.bakerstreetpub.com

Bar Louie
24 Waterway Ave.
281-719-1900
www.barlouie.com

Crush Wine Bar
20 Waterway Ave.
281-362-7874
www.thecrushbar.com

The Goose’s Acre Bistro & 
Irish Pub
21 Waterway Ave., Ste. 140
281-466-1502
www.thegoosesacre.com

Beauty

Blo Blow Dry Bar
25 Waterway Ave., Ste. 150
281-465-8515
www.blomedry.com

Dining

America’s
21 Waterway Ave.
281-367-1492
www.cordua.com

Burger Fi
1501 Lake Robbins Drive
713-389-5823
www.burgerfi.com

The Cheese Course
1501 Lake Robbins Drive, Ste. 110
832-246-8884
www.thecheesecourse.com

Grimaldi’s Pizzeria
20 Waterway Ave., Ste. 100
281-465-3500
www.grimaldispizzeria.com

Hubbell & Hudson Bistro
24 Waterway Ave., Ste. 125
281-203-5641
www.hubbellandhudson.com

Morton’s Grille
25 Waterway Ave.
832-585-0794
www.mortonsgrille.com

Nestle Toll House Café
25 Waterway Ave., Ste. 125
832-663-6895
www.nestlecafe.com

Tsukiji Japanese Cuisine
24 Waterway Ave., Ste. 100
281-298-1888
www.tsukiji-sushi.com

Which Wich
1599 Lake Robbins Drive, Ste. 150
281-364-9424
www.whichwich.com

Yucatan Taco Stand
24 Waterway Ave., Ste. 160
281-419-6300
www.yucatantacostand.com

Hotels

The Woodlands Waterway 
Marriott Hotel & Convention 
Center
1601 Lake Robbins Drive
281-367-9797
www.marriott.com

Services

Comcast Xfinity
1501 Lake Robbins Drive
713-341-1000
www.comcast.com

Cinemark 17
1600 Lake Robbins Drive
281-362-4340
www.cinemark.com

Coming Soon

Cyclone Anaya’s Mexican 
Kitchen
20 Waterway Ave.
www.cycloneanaya.com

Ferrari
Opening first quarter 2015
1501 Lake Robbins Drive
713-772-3868
www.ferrariofhouston.com

Nick’s Fish Dive & Oyster Bar
Opening in March
20 Waterway Ave

Westin, The Woodlands
Opening end of 2015
Waterway Square
www.westin.com

S
ix

 P
in

es
 D

r. 

Lake Robbins Dr. 

Waterway Square Pl.

W
at

er
w

ay
 A

ve
. 

Six Pines Dr. 

W
oo

dl
oc

h 
Fo

re
st

 D
r. 

Waterway Square
Town Center

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

B
ri

an
 W

al
ze

l

Baltazar Vilchis opened Cycles TX in September 
2013 in the Waterway Square district.

The Refuge co-owners Mark Zientek and Lewis Pa-
dilla offer vintage cocktails at their Waterway bar.

In addition to bicycles, the cycling shop 
also offers accessories, such as cloth-
ing, tires, tools, helmets and nutritional 
supplements. Vilchis said one of their dis-
tinctive features is a custom-fitting system 
that finds the ideal design and style for 
individual cyclists. The store also provides 
its customers with a service department 
to repair any bicycle, he said.

are Southern Star, Karbach and No Label. 
Recently, Padilla has begun offering his 

own handcrafted infused bourbons aged 
in handmade wooden barrels. 

“We age [the bourbons] for two months 
before we bring them here,” he said. 

Padilla said the flavors change with the 
season, adding that a peach-citrus bour-
bon is planned for the summer season. 

Theaters
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NEWS HISTORY

REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our Houston Metro editions

Texas officials debate future of public 
education system in 84th Legislature

Electronic cigarette, vapor shops grow in 
popularity in Spring/Klein area

Tomball Confederate 
Powder Mill

Seller’s market in Greater Houston area 
expected to normalize in 2015

TOMBALL With the 84th Texas 
Legislature underway, state represen-
tatives and senators plan to address 
a number of pressing issues, includ-
ing one of the state’s most often 
debated topics—public education.

Since the session began Jan. 13, several 
legislators have filed bills and launched 
discussions to tackle historic sources 
of contention within the public educa-
tion system. These topics include school 
financing structure, the instructional 
materials fund, homestead exemption and 
curriculum changes that have the poten-
tial to affect the state’s 1,200 districts, 
including Tomball and Magnolia ISDs. 

“Probably the most significant bill on 
a large scale is [state Rep. Jimmie Don] 
Aycock’s House Bill 654, where he’s 
talking about trying to essentially force 
some consolidation of [school district] 
tax bases,” said Dan Casey, who has 
more than 30 years of experience in 
Texas public education and is a partner 
at the Austin-based firm Moak, Casey 
and Associates. “There’s just a lot of 
historical irritation about dollars lost, 
and that’s some of the frustration they 
are running into.”
Full story by Liza Winkler

CY-FAIR Following a year of record-
low inventories and home sales in 
the Greater Houston area, Cy-Fair 
real estate agents expect demand 
to continue in 2015. In December, 
home inventory levels across Houston 
reached an all-time low of 2.5 months, 
while the average home price hit a 
record high of more than $280,000. 

The average home inventory level 
in the Cy-Fair area in January was 3.9 
months—with the lowest levels in the 
77065 ZIP code—compared with an 
average of 5.1 months in January 2014. 
Despite falling oil prices over the past 
six months, the Houston Association 
of Realtors expects about 91,000 home 
sales in 2015. 

“I think we are still in a very good 
position in our economy because we are 
so diversified,” said Nancy Furst, chair-
woman of the Houston Association of 
Realtors. “I think people who are consid-
ering selling will get top dollar right now. 
Sellers are in a good market.”

A seller’s market is defined as a sce-
nario in which there is not enough home 
inventory to meet the needs of buyers. 
A normal amount of home inventory is 
about a six-month supply, Furst said.

“2014 was a record year, we think, 
because of the vitality of the local 
economy,” she said. “We think sales are 
going to normalize [this year], but we’re 
still going to have a good market.”

According to HAR, one factor that 
contributed to the lower inventory num-
bers is the number of new jobs—more 
than 125,000—that were created in the 
Greater Houston area in 2014. 

“A lot of it has to do with the sig-
nificant uptick in people moving to the 
Houston area,” said Bret Nordquist, 
Realtor with Register Real Estate 
Advisors in northwest Harris County. 
“There’s jobs, there’s plenty of oppor-
tunities, and prices are low. You’ve got 
a tremendous amount of people con-
cerned about oil prices, but we’ve got the 
Texas Medical Center and the Port of 
Houston here. There’s a ton of opportu-
nities people aren’t focusing on because 
of the oil dip.” 

“Bridgeland wasn’t building in the last 
year and a half, and Fairfield is closing 
out, so in terms of new home builds, I 
think that had an impact in the last year 
or two,” said Jim Mulholland, broker and 
owner of Cy-Fair Real Estate.
Full story by Marie Leonard

TOMBALL Along the northwest-
ern edge of Spring Creek Park, the 
remnants and history of the Tomball 
Confederate Powder Mill continue 
to be researched and preserved by 
descendants and local officials.

“There was [a powder mill] in most of 
the small towns in Texas that had a good 
creek at the time, and all of them have 
been blown up,” said Janet Wagner, trav-
eling national historian and chair of the 
Harris County Historical Commission. 

The mill opened in 1861 and included 
a large wheel in the nearby Spring Creek 
used to generate electricity and help 
workers produce gear for the Confed-
erate calvary and soldiers, blacksmith 
products and powder for guns during the 
Civil War. The operation of the mill was 
short-lived, however, when an explosion 
leveled the site and killed several employ-
ees a few years later.

In 1966, a monument was placed in 
Spring Creek Park to dedicate the site of 

the powder mill. The plaque honors three 
victims who are believed to have been 
killed in the explosion—Peter Wun-
derlich, William Bloecher and Adolph 
Hillegeist, a distant relative of Bruce Hil-
legeist, president of the Greater Tomball 
Area Chamber of Commerce.

Wunderlich was a German settler who 
was one of the founding members of the 
Klein area and who owned hundreds of 
acres of land near the present-day inter-
section of Stuebner Airline and Spring 
Cypress roads. 
Full story by Liza Winkler

SPRING/KLEIN It is not difficult 
to notice the proliferation of vapor 
shops and stores carrying e-cigarettes 
in Spring in the past year. Local shop 
owners say the burgeoning popular-
ity of these shops is due in part to the 
belief that e-cigarettes offer a healthier 
alternative to traditional smoking. 

“You have to keep in mind, vaping 
[has come] a long way compared to what 
it was before,” said Avion Yin, owner of 
Forever Vapes, which opened in Spring in 
2014. “All of our customers have one goal 
in mind, and that is to put down analog 
[cigarettes]. Most customers have had bad 
experiences related to health issues.”

Forever Vapes is one of several vapor 
shops that has taken root around Spring 
in recent months. Trinity Vapor opened 
at Rayford and Richards roads six months 
ago while Joy’s Pure Vapor, Chunky Mon-
key Vapor and Allied Vapor all opened 
along FM 2920 in the last year.

Local smoke shop owners said most of 

their customers find vaping to be a life-
changing experience as the majority of 
customers are looking to reduce the cost 
of cigarettes and traditional tobacco. 

“Most are here for various reasons, 
whether it be financial or they have kids 
around the house or they have dealt with 
issues like emphysema,” Yin said. 

Trinity Vapor Manager Danielle Kellar 
also attributes the popularity of e-ciga-
rettes to smokers wanting an alternative to 
smoking cigarettes. 

“I think it’s because [vaping is] a health-
ier alternative,” Kellar said. “I think a lot 
of people don’t think they can quit cold 
turkey. This gives them another option.”

E-cigarettes work using a flavored 
e-juice, which is put inside a vaporizing 
device and heated using vapor. Vaping 
enthusiasts tout that e-cigarettes do not 
contain many of the harmful chemicals 
and carcinogens found in traditional 
cigarettes. 
Full story by Shawn Arrajj and Ariel Carmona Jr.

C
o

ur
te

sy
 J

an
et

 W
ag

ne
r

TOP STORIES

Texas public schools served 5.13 million students 
during the 2013–14 school year. Over the past 
decade, the number has grown more than 19 
percent with the addition of 820,019 students.

A GROWING SYSTEM

WEIGHTED AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE

The number of students participating in 
bilingual or English as a Second Language 
programs in Texas jumped 46.9 percent, or 

268,538 students, between the 2002–03 and 
2012–13 school years.

WADA is a measure for compensating 
districts for certain groups of students who 

cost more to educate, such as special 
education, vocational and gifted classes. A 

district that receives more than $476,500 per 
student through WADA is considered to be 

property wealthy. 

TOMBALL ISD:  
$441,918–$639,064

MAGNOLIA ISD:  
$276,972–$341,978

TOMBALL ISD ENROLLMENT:
13,288

MAGNOLIA ISD ENROLLMENT: 
12,458

Sources: TISD, MISD, Texas Education Agency, Moak, Casey and Associates

Per student (WADA)
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BUSINESS DINING

Full stories online at impactnews.com

Jersey Village, area 
businesses cope with 
Hwy. 290 construction

Daphney’s Boutique GrandE Tamales

TxDOT begins construction on FM 1488 
overpass at FM 149 intersection

CY-FAIR The ongoing mobility project 
to expand Hwy. 290 from Loop 610 out to 
FM 2920 has presented several significant 
challenges to the city of Jersey Village. 

In January, city officials announced a 
notice of intention to take on $8 million 
in debt to pay part of the cost of relocat-
ing water and sewer lines along the high-
way, Jersey Village City Manager Mike 
Castro said. The Texas Department of 
Transportation is overseeing the highway 
expansion and has agreed to reimburse 
the city for construction costs, but city 
officials have found themselves footing 
the bill for land acquisition.

“That is the subject of an ongoing law-
suit with TxDOT,” Castro said. “We were 
granted summary judgment, but TxDOT 
appealed that lawsuit, and the final 
resolution may be several years away. In 
the meantime, we need to keep the utility 
relocation [project] moving forward.”

Construction has also created a chal-
lenging environment for business owners 
along the highway, several of whom 
opted to relocate. A handful of businesses 
moved out of Jersey Village city limits, 
causing property and sales tax revenue 

losses for the city.
Loss of financial base due to the Hwy. 

290 expansion was identified as the most 
immediate threat to the city in ongoing 
comprehensive planning discussions.

“Strategies to attract new business to 
the area have been central to planning 
discussions over the past few months,” 
Jersey Village Mayor Rod Erskine said. 
“We recognize the necessity of expand-
ing Hwy. 290 and the future benefits for 
our city, but construction has been an 
obstacle for us to overcome.”
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

TOMBALL Born and raised in dif-
ferent parts of Mexico, Higinio and 
Ascención Amado moved to California 
at 16 years old and 10 years old, respec-
tively. After meeting at a salsa dance 
club and marrying in 2000, the Amados 
found a new home by moving to Texas 
in 2008. The couple said they never 
imagined they would open a business 
specializing in handcrafted tamales.

“For me, tamales are what is opening 
the way for me to do everything else that 
I like to do,” Higinio said. “The things 
that I’m doing right now are my memo-
ries from childhood. When I was 16, 
I would call my mom and ask her [for 
her] recipes because I didn’t like what I 
was eating [in California]. I started very 
young learning to cook.”

Six years ago, Ascención was pregnant 
with the couple’s third child and began 
craving authentic Mexican tamales. 
After tasting several tamales at local 
eateries, she said she struggled to find 
any to her liking. 
Full story by Liza Winkler

TOMBALL Since opening in May 
2013, Daphney’s Boutique in Mag-
nolia strives to offer customers a 
friendly atmosphere, a wide array 
of products and unique gift ideas to 
keep them coming back to the shop.

“Customers love the boutique,” owner 
Daphney Skelton said. “We’ve been closed 
on and off for about three months because 
of the construction in the area, but when 
we opened back up, they all came back.”

Four other employees work with Skelton 
at the boutique, including three sales asso-
ciates and an interior decorator. One com-
mon thread of the boutique’s success is its 
warm atmosphere conducive to a friendly 
shopping experience, Skelton said.

“We are always ready for anyone [who] 
walks in [and offer] cookies and coffee 
when we’re not too busy,” Skelton said. 
“There’s always conversation going on.”

Skelton originally opened the bou-
tique because she wanted to display her 
husband’s custom-made benches and 
antique headboards. 
Full story by Ariel Carmona Jr.

TOMBALL Nearly two years after the  
project was expected to break ground, 
construction is now underway on the 
long-awaited overpass at the intersection 
of FM 1488 and FM 149 in Magnolia.

Deidrea Samuels, public information 
officer for the Texas Department of Trans-
portation, said Louisiana-based contractor 
James Construction Group began work 
on the project Feb. 16. The $27.6 million 
project is funded entirely through TxDOT 
and is anticipated for completion in the 
first quarter of 2017, Samuels said.

“[The overpass] will help out [with] the 
kids getting to [Magnolia High School] 
because they won’t block the only lanes 
of traffic,” Magnolia City Administrator 
Paul Mendes said. “When it comes to 
crossing [FM] 149, you won’t have a traf-
fic light to slow you up on  
[FM] 1488. You’ll go over the railroad 
tracks, [so you] won’t have the delay of 
the long trains coming through.”

Mendes said the overpass will fea-
ture two sets of cloverleaf access ramps, 
including one on either side of FM 1488 
near Magnolia High School and another 
across the Burlington Northern Santa Fe 
railroad near FM 149. The road will be 
widened from one lane in each direction 

to two 12-foot lanes on each side with a 
16-foot turn lane in the median along  
FM 1488 from the area in front of the 
Mostyn Manor subdivision to Mill Creek 
Road, he said.

“A lot of [construction] work will be done 
off to the side of the existing FM 1488,” 
Mendes said. “The overpass will loop up 
and over. If you want to go north or south 
on [FM] 149, you’ll have to loop back to it 
either northbound or southbound.”

TxDOT and Montgomery County 
began acquiring right of way acreage 
for the mobility project about two years 
ago, Mendes said. The overpass was 
originally scheduled to begin construc-
tion in summer 2013 but was delayed 
due to snags in the right of way acquisi-
tion process, he said.

“They ran into some problems aquiring 
parcels of right of way and didn’t want to 
get started on the project and have a gap 
because they didn’t acquire [a certain] 
piece of right of way,” Mendes said.

The community will see a tremendous 
benefit in mobility once construction on 
the overpass is complete, said Charlie 
Riley, Montgomery County Precinct 2 
commissioner. 
Full story by Liza Winkler
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
BOND PROJECTS

• Hwy. 242 at Greenbridge Drive, add 
turn lanes–$137,000

• FM 1488 at Kuykendahl Road, add 
turn lanes–$613,000

The county’s last road bond pro-
posal, in 2011 for $200 million, 
failed when 53 percent of voters 
opposed the plan. Under that pro-
posal, each precinct was to receive 
$50 million for road improve-
ments. 

If this year’s bond is successful, 
Precinct 3, which is composed pri-
marily of The Woodlands, Shenan-
doah, Oak Ridge North and the 
Rayford Road corridor, would 
get the bulk of the funding: $105 
million. Precinct 4 would receive 
$85 million and Precincts 1 and 2 
would receive $80 million each.

Woodlands Parkway 
A point of contention among 

commissioners, as well as Wood-
lands-area leaders, is the inclusion 
of the six-mile extension of Wood-
lands Parkway from FM 2978 to 
Hwy. 249, a $22 million project. 

The Woodlands Parkway exten-
sion is included in the list of 
projects for Precinct 2 and was 
a recommendation of the bond 
committee, Blair said.

However, Precinct 3 Commis-
sioner James Noack, Woodlands 
Township Director Gordy Bunch, 
who also served on the Road Bond 
Committee, and Chairman Bruce 
Tough said opposition to the 
extension is high among Wood-
lands residents, so much so that 
it could result in the bond being 
turned down by voters.

“Every day I get more and 
more concerned [voters may turn 
down the bond],” Noack said. 
“I am seeing 90 percent oppo-
sition on this project. [Wood-
lands residents] seem to be over-
whelmingly opposed to it. Most 
projects move toward improv-
ing mobility. It’s unfortunate this  
project does the opposite and cre-
ates more problems.”

Noack commissioned a study 
performed by Brown & Gay 
Engineers and conducted over  
24 hours in February that ana-
lyzed traffic patterns at Wood-
lands Parkway and FM 2978. 
According to the study, traffic 
along Woodlands Parkway east 
of FM 2978 would increase by 
more than 7,000 vehicles per day 
by 2018 if Woodlands Parkway 
is extended, and by more than 
12,000 vehicles per day by 2025.

The Road Bond Committee sug-
gested an alternate package for 
$365 million that included wid-
ening Woodlands Parkway from 
Kuykendahl Road to FM 2978, a 
proposal that was turned down by 
the court.

Bond
Continued from | 1

“[The] Woodlands Parkway 
[extension] is not a surprise to 
anyone,” Precinct 2 Commis-
sioner Charlie Riley said. “So we 
should have been planning—or 
somebody should have been plan-
ning—for east of FM 2978 while 
I was talking about what I would 

do west of FM 2978. So I don’t 
think we are going to entertain the  
$15 million for that expansion.”

Riley said the extension of 
Woodlands Parkway has long 
been on the county’s and The 
Woodlands’ thoroughfare plans, 
and some of the funds allocated 

to other projects in Precinct 3 
could be spent on the Woodlands 
Parkway widening.

Riley said that “under no cir-
cumstances” would he consider 
removing the Woodlands Park-
way extension from the list of 
proposed projects.

“This road would help the west 
side of Montgomery County,” he 
said. “I see people on the west side 
getting to FM 2978, to FM 1488, to 
Grand Parkway.”

Texas Patriots, a political 
action committee based in The 
Woodlands, is opposed to the 

PRECINCT 2 PROJECTS PRECINCT 3 PROJECTS

NEW CONSTRUCTION

NEW CONSTRUCTION NEW CONSTRUCTION

ROAD REHABILITATION, 
WIDENING & OTHER PROJECTS

ROAD REHABILITATION, 
WIDENING & OTHER PROJECTS

• Walden Road
• Lone Star Parkway
• Willis-Waukegan Road
• Mount Mariah Road
• Spring Branch Road
• Calvary Road
• Shepard Hill Road
• Rogers Road
• Bays Chapel Road
• Longstreet Road
• Bois D’arc Drive
• Walden Road
• Willis Loop Road
• Lone Star Executive Airport entrance
• Cude Cemetery Road

• Old Hockley Road
• Coe Loop
• Decker Prairie Rosehill Road
• Hardin Store Road
• Dobbin Hufsmith Road
• Nichols Sawmill Road
• Old Hempstead Road
• Honea Egypt Road
• Roberts Cemetery
• Pine Lake Road
• Mail Route Road
• Old Hwy. 105
• Rabon Chapel Road
• Spring Branch Road
• Goodson Loop

Total cost: $61 million Total cost: $6.6 million

• Signal, intersection and street 
overlay improvements throughout 
Precinct 3–$2.6 million

• Acquire right of way on FM 1097 
between I-45 and Blueberry Hill  
–$8 million

• Preliminary engineering and 
construction of FM 1097 between 
I-45 and Anderson Road–$5 million

• Preliminary engineering and 
construction of FM 1097 between 
Anderson Road and Lake Conroe Hills 
Drive–$3 million

• Preliminary engineering and 
construction of FM 1097 between 
Lake Conroe Hills Drive and 
Blueberry Hill Drive–$2 million

• Airport perimeter road at Lone Star 
Executive Airport–$1 million

• Woodlands Parkway extension  
–$22 million (map on Page 1)

• Nichols Sawmill Road 3.5-mile 
extension–$9.7 million

• Fish Creek Thoroughfare  
–$17.3 million

• Overpass at FM 1488 and FM 1774 
–$5 million

• Magnolia bypass–$10 million 
(local match with federal and state 
funding)

Total allocated: $80 million Total allocated: $105 million

PRECINCT 1 PROJECTS

Total allocated: $80 million

• Research Forest Drive expansion to 
four lanes from Alden Bridge Drive 
to Egypt Lane–$8 million 

• Hwy. 242 at Gosling Road, add turn 
lanes–$636,000

• Widen Rayford Road from railroad 
tracks to Riley Fuzzel Road, an over-
pass at railroad tracks–$60 million

• Extend westbound Woodlands 
Parkway direct connector to west of 
Six Pines Drive–$25.2 million 

• Realign Robinson Road and widen 
from two to four lanes–$8 million 

•  Local funding for widening of  
overpass on Gosling Road over 
Spring Creek–$3.8 million 

• Widen Lake Woodlands Drive from 
four to six lanes from east of Lake 
Front Circle to I-45–$2.6 million

• Fourth westbound lane to Wood-
lands Parkway from Woodloch For-
est to Grogan’s Mill–$2.2 million

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PROPERTY TAX REVENUE
The Montgomery County bond proposal does not include an increase in property taxes. 
According to the Montgomery County Road Bond Committee, the debt accrued by the bond 
would be funded through the growth in the county’s property tax base. Over the past 10 
years, the county’s property tax revenue has increased by 103 percent.
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bond proposal.
“We cannot support this bond, 

and the main reason is there is a 
poison pill, and that is The Wood-
lands Parkway extension,” Texas 
Patriots President Julie Turner 
said. “[The extension] will increase 
traffic in The Woodlands, and it 

does not alleviate anything—it 
makes traffic worse.”

Turner said the Texas Patri-
ots could potentially support the 
bond if a formal list of projects was 
compiled that did not include the 
Woodlands Parkway extension.

Blair said the Road Bond 

PRECINCT 4 PROJECTS

NEW CONSTRUCTION

ROAD REHABILITATION, 
WIDENING & OTHER PROJECTS

• Gene Campbell Road
• Old Houston Road
• FM 1485 eastbound-turn lane at I-69
• Galaxy Boulevard
• Willaby Road
• Main Street

Total cost: $20 million

Total allocated: $84.4 million

• Extend David Memorial Drive from 
Shenandoah Park Drive to  
Hwy. 242–$2 million 

• Widen Tamina Road from two to four 
lanes from David Memorial Drive to 
Main Street–$4.2 million

• Spot repairs and overlay along Trade 
Center Parkway from Hwy. 242 to 
Harpers Landing Blvd.–$1.8 million 

• Widen Hwy. 105 from two to four 
lanes from Loop 336 to the San 
Jacinto county line–$23.5 million*

• Widen Sorters Road from two to four 
lanes from FM 1314 to Kingwood 
Drive–$17.2 million

• Widen Hwy. 242 from two to four 
lanes from Needham Road to FM 
1314, overpass at the San Jacinto 
River–$12.6 million*

• Widen FM 1314 from Greenbough to 
Hwy. 242, add an overpass at Hwy. 
242–$4.7 million*

*Texas Department of Transportation to also 
provide additional funding for these projects

county, I don’t see a need more 
pressing than this one.”

Another major project on the 
Precinct 3 list is extending The 
Woodlands Parkway direct con-
nector that currently ends at 
Woodloch Forest Drive west past 
Six Pines Drive.

“That extension would con-
tinue all the way down to Six Pines 
Drive, and the first signal you 
would hit is on the other side of 
[Lake Woodlands] at East Panther 
Creek [Drive],” Noack said.

Other projects under the 
bond proposal include $8 mil-
lion to realign and widen Rob-
inson Road in Oak Ridge North 
and $3.8 million as part of local 
funding efforts to widen Gos-
ling Road over Spring Creek, a  
project that would also be funded 
by Harris County Precinct 4 as 
well as state and federal money. 

“We were able to secure  
$105 million, which is a huge step 
in the right direction,” Noack said. 
“But it certainly does not fully 
address the need that we have in 
this community.”

• Bennette Estates
• Crystal Forest
• Deerwood Drive
• Texaba Road
• Peach Creek Forest
• Allendale (drainage project)
• River Oaks (drainage project)
• FM 1485 from Kidd Cemetery Road 

to Hwy. 242 (environmental study)
• Porter Lane drainage project 

(Engineering study)
• Ford Road (engineering study)
• Tamina community (drainage study)

Road Civic Association support the 
bond, but say the money allocated 
is not enough to alleviate increased  
traffic along the Rayford Road  
corridor. Of the $350 million in 
proposed projects, $68 million is 
allocated for east of I-45. 

“Although many voters are  
encouarged to see Rayford Road 
[improvements] and Robinson 
Road [improvements] included in 
the list of funded projects, many 
have not fully embraced the idea 
as they feel it is simply not enough 
to improve and eliminate issues 
affecting their communities,” the 
RRCA stated in a release.

Other projects
The main project on the Pre-

cinct 3 list of proposals is a $60 
million project that includes wid-
ening Rayford Road from four 
lanes to six lanes from the Union 
Pacific railroad tracks to Riley  
Fuzzel Road as well as an overpass 
at the railroad.

“When you look at the east side 
of I-45, the lack of overall planning 
has perpetuated a [traffic] issue 
over decades now,” Noack said. 
“The price tag [for the Rayford 
Road expansion and overpass] is 
only going to get more expensive 
the longer we wait to address it. 
But when I look across the entire 
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Are you in favor of a road bond project that 
includes an extension of Woodlands Parkway?
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impactnews.com/wdl-poll
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Committee would advocate for the 
bond package as written.

“While there appears to be some 
opposition to one out of 75 prior-
ity projects, our county citizens 
desperately need this road bond 
election to pass in order to build, 
expand, repair and maintain the 
dozens of other priority projects 
on this list,” she said.

The Texas Conservative Tea 
Party Coalition—which is based 
in Montgomery County—voted 
March 5 to support the bond. 

Meanwhile, an online petition 
initiated by Bunch asking to stop 
the Woodlands Parkway exten-
sion had garnered about 3,000  
signatures as of press time. 

Bunch served on the Road 
Bond Committee, but resigned  
following the approval of the bond 
by county commissioners.

Representatives of the Rayford 
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in Montgomery County alone, 
according to the agency.

Still, several improvements are 
under development for local sec-
tions of I-45 aimed at improving 
mobility. Coupled with the effect 
from ongoing transportation 
projects in Montgomery County 
and north Harris County, mobil-
ity concerns along the interstate 
are directly and indirectly being 
addressed, Brown said.

“You have to develop a network 
of roads to handle the traffic so 
that the mobility in a location is 
improved overall instead of just 
one roadway,” Brown said. “[All 
the local mobility projects] are all 
tied together.”

Ongoing improvements
While TxDOT officials said 

adding lanes and capacity to I-45 
is difficult, there are  projects 
underway intended to directly 
address congestion along the 
interstate.

“I-45 is pretty well built-out all 
the way up to the [Montgomery 
County] line,” Brown said. “Any 
further construction in this area 
is going to include more right of 
way [acquisition], and right of 

I-45
Continued from | 1

way is expensive.”
Ongoing projects include add-

ing 17 miles of high occupancy 
vehicle lanes from FM 1960 to 
South Loop 336 in Conroe as well 
as direct connectors onto Hwy. 
242, according to TxDOT. The 
HOV lane project is scheduled 
to undergo a bidding process in 
March, and the direct connectors 
are expected to be complete in 
March as well.

TxDOT is also considering 
conducting a study to specifically 
address congestion on I-45 at the 
Woodlands Parkway exit area, 
where congestion often backs up 
traffic, according to the agency. 
The study is in preliminary stages, 

and no timeline has been set. 
Ancillary projects such as park 

and ride facility upgrades in The 
Woodlands—along with the con-
struction of a new park and ride 
facility in Conroe scheduled to 
begin construction in Novem-
ber—are expected to indirectly 
reduce traffic congestion along 
I-45 as well, according to TxDOT.

“We can’t continue to build 
out freeways and have that be the 
answer [to traffic congestion],” 
TxDOT spokeswoman Deidrea 
Samuels said. “We have to look at 
other ways and work with other 
cities, counties and local entities 
to find a way to move traffic, and 
that park and ride center is just 
one example of that.” 

Effect of local projects
Although they may not directly 

address mobility on I-45, projects 
suggested in the Houston-Galves-
ton Area Council’s South Mont-
gomery County Mobility Study 
should help reduce the strain on 
the interstate, said Alan Clark, 

director of transportation plan-
ning for H-GAC. 

Clark said maintaining a capa-
ble transportation network in the 
area would reduce the need for 
drivers to use I-45 for short-dis-
tance travel. 

“We have identified the need 
to develop thoroughfares [that] 
could carry travelers within 
Montgomery County to impor-
tant destinations without having 

to get on I-45,” Clark said. “Hav-
ing a more complete transporta-
tion network enables people to 
make a more direct trip to where 
they would want to go, and as 
a consequence, it cuts down on 
traffic.”

“You have to 
develop a network 
of roads to handle 
the traffic so 
that the mobility 
in a location is 
improved overall 
instead of just one 
roadway.”

—Richard Brown, Montgomery 
County area engineer for TxDOT

A L L E V I AT I N G  CONGESTION
To alleviate congestion along 
I-45, the Texas Department 
of Transportation has several 
projects in the works. Once 
I-45 other transportation 
improvements in the area 
are complete, the network 
of roads is intended to 
work together to mitigate 
traffic concerns along the 
interstate, according to 
TxDOT. 

Proposed 
HOV 
segment

Sources: TxDOT, 
PTP Transportation, 
H-GAC
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The mobility study identifies a 
need for additional north-south 
corridors, in particular to the east 
side of I-45. 

One example of that would be 
an extension of Aldine Westfield 
Road, which was suggested in 
the South Montgomery County 
Mobility Study, said Carlene Mul-
lins, H-GAC senior transporta-
tion planner. 

“That would allow residents 
to take Aldine Westfield [Road] 
north up to Conroe without hav-
ing to go all the way to I-45,” Mul-
lins said.

Clark also said H-GAC has 
added a component to the mobil-
ity plan that recommends a major 
investment study be conducted 
for I-45. The study would spe-
cifically analyze I-45 and explore 
improved roadway design, addi-
tional capacity and the cost of any 
potential upgrades.

Additional strain can be taken 
away from I-45 through the con-
struction of the proposed exten-
sion of Hwy. 249 from FM 1774 
in Pinehurst to FM 1774 north of 
Todd Mission, Brown said. 

The project is a part of a larger 
effort by TxDOT to extend Hwy. 
249 to Navasota, near College Sta-
tion, to relieve traffic congestion.

Known as the Aggie Express-
way, Montgomery County’s por-
tions of the extension are expected 
to cost $250 million and take 
about two years after construction 
begins to complete, according to 
TxDOT. No construction start 
date has been set by TxDOT.

“The thing that is going to help 
I-45 more than anything is going 
to be the Aggie Expressway,” 
Brown said. “That is going to take 
traffic off of I-45 in that north-
south direction.”

The Grand Parkway effect
With the construction of the 

Grand Parkway, travel time 
between communities located 
along the Grand Parkway and 
I-45 interchange and other subur-
ban areas—such as Katy, Cypress, 
Tomball, New Caney and King-
wood—will be significantly 
reduced, said Linda Merritt, 
spokeswoman for Zachry-Ode-
brecht Parkway Builders. 

The Grand Parkway is expected 
to reach substantial completion by 
the end of the year, Merritt said.

Because many local residents 
travel into Houston or surround-
ing suburban areas for work, the 
Grand Parkway provides an alter-
nate route for motorists who usu-
ally travel on I-45 or the Hardy 
Toll Road for their commute. For 
example, a commuter traveling 
at 65 miles per hour from The 
Woodlands to Katy can expect a 

Montgomery County will soon 
open its first tolled facility at the 
I-45 intersection with Hwy. 242. 
The direct connector project is 
accessible with a toll tag only and 
will allow drivers to bypass the 
intersection by taking connectors 
heading to westbound Hwy. 242 
or southbound I-45, depending on 
which direction they are traveling. 
The project will be completed by 
April 1.

Park and ride facility upgrades 
in The Woodlands—and the 
construction of a few park and 
ride in Conroe—are expected to 
help alleviate traffic congestion 
along I-45 by giving commuters 
an alternate way to get to their 
destination, according to TxDOT.

Along with myriad 
transportation improvement 
projects suggested by 
the Houston-Galveston 
Area Council in the South 
Montgomery County 
Mobility Study, H-GAC 
has added a component 
that recommends a major 
investment study be 
conducted specifically for 
I-45 to explore ways to 
improve roadway design and 
the feasibility of additional 
capacity, along with the cost 
of such efforts.

Known as the Aggie 
Expressway, the Hwy. 249 
extension project is expected 
to eventually connect Hwy. 
249 to Navasota, near College 
Station. While the project is 
expected to directly address 
traffic increases on FM 1774 and 
Hwy. 105, it will also provide 
transportation system continuity 
in the surrounding area, 
according to TxDOT officials.

The Montgomery County 
portions of the extension, an 
extension of Hwy. 249 from 
FM 1774 in Pinehurst to FM 
1774 north of Todd Mission, is 
expected to cost $250 million 
and take about two years 
after construction begins to 
complete, according to TxDOT. 
No start date has been set.

Richard Brown, Montgomery 

County area engineer for 
TxDOT, said the extension 
would relieve traffic strain 
on I-45 by providing a larger 
capacity alternate route for 
travelers going north or south 
through the county.

“So you cannot just say we 
are going to develop I-45 and 
then leave it like that,” Brown 
said. “[The roads] are all tied 
together. If we build the Aggie 
Expressway, which is the [Hwy.] 
249 extension, all the way up 
through [Navasota], that is 
going to improve traffic on [FM] 
1774 and on I-45. So it is all in 
combination.”

The Hwy. 249 project is 
undergoing an early review 
phase, and is pending right of 
way studies and acquisition, 
Brown said. 

$32.4 MILLION in annual congestion cost

The I-45 high occupancy vehicle 
lane allows for single occupancy 
vehicles to travel south from FM 
1960 for a fee. The lane includes 11 
access points. 

TxDOT will extend the HOV lane 
by about 17 miles from FM 1960 to 
South Loop 336 in Conroe. TxDOT 
will separate the lanes with striped 
markings and allow for entry and 
exit at certain marked points. The 
extension will undergo a bidding 
process in March.

CURRENT

EXTENSION

HOV LANES PARK & RIDE

I-45 MAJOR 
INVESTMENT STUDY 

REGIONAL EFFECT OF HWY. 249

HYW. 242 
DIRECT CONNECTORS

Daily average of 163,800 cars projected  
on I-45 at Hwy. 242 in 2015

Daily average of 230,600 cars projected  
on I-45 at Hwy. 242 in 2035

$101,500 on average spent on I-45 maintenance per month

227,943 HOURS of delay per mile in Montgomery County

travel time of 45 minutes on the 
Grand Parkway, Merritt said.

Clark said future traffic conges-
tion could stem from rapid devel-
opment in the I-45 and Grand 
Parkway interchange area as a 
result of the addition of residents, 
workers and visitors at the Exx-
onMobil campus in Springwoods 
Village in Spring.

Clark said the conditions would 
make the interchange a major 
node of travel in the area, add-
ing that stakeholders are seeking 
to avoid bottlenecks like the I-45 
and Hardy Toll Road intersection.

“One of the things that we are 
doing at [the] Grand Parkway 
that is different is there will be a 
major interchange constructed 
at [the Hardy Toll Road],” Clark 
said. “It is going to be developed 
in phases, and one of the con-
cerns about the Grand Parkway is 
to make sure that enough of that 
interchange work gets done [so it] 
doesn’t become a new bottleneck.” 

Find related stories at impactnews.com. 
Keyword Search

I-45 HOV lanes, Hwy. 242
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855-586-8441 • 1654 I-45 NORTH • CONROEBUICKGMC.COM 

N LOOP 336

WILSON RD.

105

WEISNER OF CONROE

OF CONROE - SINCE 1972

Ring In The New Year 
with A New Car or Truck
Ring In The New Year 

with A New Car or Truck
Happy new 
year 2015!
NEW 2014 GMC

CREW CAB 
TEXAS EDITION

  $12,000SAVINGS
OFF MSRP

SAVINGS INCLUDE: $4750 FACTORY REBATE, $7250 DISCOUNT OFF MSRP

Equipped Not 
Stripped

WIES_15010.buick.gmc.10x2.94.IMPACT.Feb.indd   1 1/27/2015   3:09:08 PM
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working in The Woodlands area. 
The daytime population of The 
Woodlands, at 200,000, is nearly 
double the regular resident popu-
lation, said Laura Lee Palmer, vice 
president of business retention 
and expansion for The Woodlands 
Area Economic Development 
Partnership. According to the U.S. 

Restaurants
Continued from | 1

Census Bureau, daytime popula-
tion includes workers and others 
in one area during working hours.

“[The Woodlands] has become 
a workforce destination, so that 
workforce is large enough to sup-
port the influx and diversity of res-
taurants,” Palmer said. “I think [the 
demand for dining venues] is the 
trickle-down effect of the amount 
of job growth that we’ve had.” 

Palmer said The Woodlands has 

added 2,000 new jobs in the past 
year. There are now 65 major non-
retail employers in The Wood-
lands, totaling 29,980 employ-
ees, according to Alex Sutton, 
co-president of The Woodlands 
Development Company. A major 
employer, according to the Devel-
opment Company, is one that 
employs 100 or more workers.

“I think as long as our job 
growth continues, the restaurant 

growth will continue,” Palmer said.

Restaurant trends
A trend among new restaurants 

in The Woodlands is in-line fast 
casual like Chipotle, said Rip Reyn-
olds, director of leasing and com-
mercial properties for the Howard 
Hughes Corporation, which owns 
The Woodlands. Reynolds said 
with such facilities, customers per-
ceive they are getting more quality 

than at a fast-food establishment. 
“[Customers] spend $2 more 

and get a much more quality meal 
than with a fast-food burger,” 
Reynolds said. “They don’t break 
the bank and get a great meal in a 
timely manner.” 

Hello Taco on Grogan’s Mill 
Road and Jimmy John’s on Sawdust 
Road, which both opened last year, 
are considered by the industry to 
be in-line fast casual restaurants. 
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Barbecue
1  BBQ Godfather

2074 Rayford Road  
Spring • 713-828-5960
www.bbq-godfather.com

American 
2  Bennigan’s

18450 I-45 S.  
Shenandoah • 936-207-4187
www.bennigans.com

3  The Cheese Course
1501 Lake Robbins Drive, Ste. 110 
The Woodlands • 832-246-8884
www.thecheesecourse.com

4  Grub Burger Bar
2417 Research Forest Drive  
The Woodlands • 281-907-9001
www.grubburgerbar.com

5  JAX Burgers
3091 College Park Drive  
The Woodlands • 936-207-4999
www.jaxburgers.com

6  Jimmy John’s 
1021 Sawdust Road  
Spring • 281-465-9451
www.jimmyjohns.com

7  Kona Grill
3 Waterway Square Place  
The Woodlands • 281-466-4061
www.konagrill.com

8  The Landing Cafe
1800 Hughes Landing Blvd.  
The Woodlands 

9  The Republic Grille
4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 490  
The Woodlands • 281-719-5895
www.therepublicgrille.com 

Steakhouses
10 Bob’s Chop & Steak House
1700 Research Forest Drive  
The Woodlands • 281-292-2627
www.bobs-steakandchop.com

11 Robard’s Steakhouse
125 Autumnwood Way  

The Woodlands • 281-364-6400
www.robardssteakhouse.com

Seafood
12 Bonefish Grill
1555 Lake Woodlands Drive,  
The Woodlands • 281-419-5055
www.bonefishgrill.com

Coffee houses
13  Brazilian Grain Coffee
8000 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 255 

New restaurants in The Woodlands
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Over the past year, more than 30 new restaurants have opened in and around The Woodlands offering 
local residents a vast array of dining options from American cuisine to barbecue to seafood.
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Another local restaurant trend 
is gastropubs, Reynolds said. The 
food quality is higher, and there is 
more variety at gastropubs than at 
regular bars that serve pub food. 

The Refuge Bar & Bistro, located 
at 24 Waterway Ave., which offers 
menu items such as flatbreads with 
truffle oil and wild mushrooms 
and artichoke dip with smoked 
bacon and blue cheese, is represen-
tative of the gastropub trend. 

“Our concept is to take comfort 
food and put a twist on it to dif-
ferentiate us from the others,” co-
owner Mark Zientek said. 

Restaurant managers know the 
ability to accommodate corporate 
or private parties is a draw among 
local business, Reynolds said. 
Black Forest Cafe, which moved 
from Research Forest Drive to 
New Trails Drive this year, now 
offers private dining in addition to 

its public dining area. The Repub-
lic Grille in the Panther Creek 
Village Center, which opened one 
year ago, offers both public and 
private dining as well. Reynolds 
said offering live music is another 
way to draw a crowd.

“People want to have that 
option [of hearing live music],” 
Reynolds said. “[Live music per-
formance has] been a void, so we 
filled the void.” 

Local Pour on Restaurant Row 
will offer nightly entertainment, 
while La Bikina, which opened last 
year on Research Forest Drive, will 
begin offering live music this year.

Development opportunities
Republic Grille owner Terry 

McBurney, who also serves as 
president of the Montgomery 
County Restaurant Association, 
opened his American cuisine 
restaurant in May. He said he 
wanted to offer The Woodlands a 

non-chain dining experience.
“I wanted something that could 

preserve the feeling of what The 
Woodlands was all about,” McBur-
ney said. 

He said developments such as 
Hughes Landing and Research 
Forest Lakeside have spurred the 
influx of new restaurants. Before 
those projects were developed, the 
only options for restaurant growth 
included strip centers and loca-
tions along I-45, he said. 

“Once Hughes Landing and 
[Research Forest] Lakeside are 
built out, we’re going to be right 
back where we were,” he said. 
“There will be no viable options 
for restaurant growth.” 

McBurney said he is currently 
planning another restaurant in 
The Woodlands area but declined 
to disclose the location. 

“I see a lot of independent res-
taurants opening in and around 
Texas,” he said. “A lot of that has 

to do with our booming economy. 
I also see the multiunit chain 
account venturing into the Texas 
market. Because they, too, see this 
as being one of the strongest states 
in the U.S. for job growth.”

Still, despite the surge in new 
restaurants in The Woodlands, 
some restaurants do close for vari-
ous reasons. The Mexican chain 
Paparruchos Restaurant and Bar 
closed last summer. Luca and 
Leonardo Ristorante as well as La 
Lupita closed last year. 

Reynolds said a restaurant’s 
location in the Woodlands does 
not ensure its success and the way 
a restaurant is operated may deter-
mine its prosperity.

“Real estate is only part of the 
equation,” he said.

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

The Woodlands • 281-651-2459
www.braziliangraincoffee.com

Mexican
14  Cabo Baja Grill
544 Sawdust Road  
Spring • 281-465-8575
www.cabobajagrill.com

15 Central Taco
19075 I-45 Ste. 752  
Shenandoah • 936-206-5936
www.centraltaco.com

16 Hello Taco
25114 Grogan’s Mill Road,  
Spring • 832-819-4639
www.hellotaco.com

17  La Bikina
4223 Research Forest Drive  
The Woodlands • 281-419-1985
www.labikina.us

18  Mi Rancho Mexican  
Grill & Bar
19189 I-45 S.  
Shenandoah • 281-651-4856
www.miranchomexicangrill.com

Pizza
19  Crust Pizza
26400 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. 210  
The Woodlands • 281-516-7707
www.crustpizzacreekside.com

20  Gino’s East
25657 I-45 S.  
Spring • 281-643-7437
www.ginoseast.com

21  Papa Murphy’s
3707 College Park Drive  
The Woodlands • 936-273-4550
www.papamurphys.com

22  RC’s NYC Pizza & Pasta
501 Sawdust Road  
Spring • 281-298-4663
www.rcspizza.com

Bakeries
23 Corner Bakery Cafe
2415 Research Forest Drive  
The Woodlands • 281-292-6711
www.cornerbakerycafe.com

24 Crave Cupcakes
COMING SOON
2501 Research Forest Drive 
The Woodlands
www.cravecupcakes.com

25 Crave Cupcakes
COMING SOON
1800 Hughes Landing Blvd.  
The Woodlands 
www.cravecupcakes.com

26  Levure Bakery
26400 Kuykedahl Road, Ste. A610 
The Woodlands
www.levurebakery.com

27 Nestle Tollhouse Cafe
25 Waterway Ave.  
The Woodlands • 832-663-6895
www.nestlecafe.com

28 Panaderia Bakery 
25227 Borough Park Drive  
Spring • 281-465-8061
www.lacasadelpan.net

29  Sweet Revenge Bake 
Shoppe
3091 College Park Drive  
The Woodlands • 936-231-8667
www.sweetrevengebakeshoppe.com

Asian
30 Hunan Jade Restaurant
415 Rayford Road  
Spring • 281-719-8233
www.hunanjaderestaurant.com

31  Super Yummy 
Mongolian Stir Fry
588 Sawdust Road  
Spring • 281-419-7777
www.superyummystirfry.com

Indian
32 Hyderabad House
407 Sawdust Road  
Spring • 281-203-5020
www.hyderabadhouse.net

Cajun
33 Ragin’ Cajun
2626 Research Forest Drive, Ste. B 
The Woodlands • 281-298-2121
www.ragin-cajun.com

Healthy 
Eating
34 Ruggles Green
2501 Research Forest Drive, Ste. E 
The Woodlands • 281-292-4515
www.rugglesgreen.com

HUGHES LANDING RESTAURANT ROW

WOODLANDS RESTAURANTS MAKING DOUGH

Source: The Woodlands Development Company

More restaurants mean more tax revenue for entities such as The Woodlands Township. Over the past 4 1/2 
years, Woodlands-area restaurants have contributed $1.8 billion in sales taxes to the state and township.
Sales tax contributions are from restaurants located in the 77380, 77381, 77382, 77384, 77385, 77386 and 
77389 ZIP codes.

2010

YE
AR

$0 $350 $400 $450$300

2011

2012

2013

2014

SALES TAX (IN MILLIONS)

$341

$371.4

$413

$439.4

$234.7 *Sales tax contributions for 2014 were only 
available for the first two quarters of the year.

Source: Texas Comptroller
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A  Truluck’s
www.trulucks.com

B  Del Frisco Grille
www.delfriscogrile.com

C  Local Pour
www.localpourhouston.com

D  California Pizza 
Kitchen
www.cpk.com

E  Escalante’s Fine  
Tex-Mex & Tequila
www.escalantes.net

Restaurant Row has accommodations for seven restaurants, including gastropub Local Pour, seafood restaurant 
Trulucks, California Pizza Kitchen and the Tex-Mex restaurant Escalante’s. 
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Grogan’s Point is in the Village of Grogan’s 
Mill, a 2,022-acre community with house 
prices ranging from $524,010 to $3.1 million. 
The neighborhood is located within close 
proximity to Hailey Elementary School and 
Wilkerson Intermediate School and west of 
I-45 within minutes of the highway. Grogan’s 
Point is also near wooded areas with trails, 
Grogan’s Point Park and the Grogan’s Mill 
Village Center.

Grogan’s Point, 77380

55 S. Longspur Drive  $749,000

4-6 Bedroom / 3.5 Baths  3,979 sq. ft.
Agent: Joan Townsend
RE/MAX The Woodlands & Spring 281-367-7770

75 Watertree Drive   $795,000

6 Bedroom/4.5 Baths  5,364 sq. ft.
Agent: Sofia Ortiz
The Zitro Group  713-502-0697

14 Firefall Court  $519,000

4 Bedroom/ 3.5 Baths  2,979 sq. ft.
Agent: Cheryle Sanderson, Martha Turner Sotheby’s 
International Realty-The Woodlands 281-367-7637

39 Hillock Woods Drive  $690,000

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Baths  4,633 sq. ft.
Agent: Cheryle Sanderson, Better Homes and 
Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene 281-367-3531

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 3/2/15

Square footage: 2,979–12,064

Home values: $524,010–$3.1 million

Amenities: Golf, basketball courts, tennis courts, 
gazebos, nature trails

Schools: Hailey Elementary School, Wilkerson 
Intermediate School, Knox Junior High School, 
College Park High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

The Woodlands Township  0.2940 
North Harris County Junior College  0.1160 
Montgomery County  0.4838 
Montgomery County Hospital  0.0727 
Conroe ISD  1.2850 
Montgomery County MUD No. 6  0.0750 
Montgomery County MUD No. 36  0.0350 
Montgomery County MUD No. 46  0.2400 
Woodlands MUD No. 2  0.1300 
Montgomery County WCID No.1  0.8100 
Total (per $100 value) 3.5415

16

Homes on 
the market*

$48,168

Median annual 
property taxes

$1,482,500

Median 
home value

124

Average days 
on the market*

4

Homes under 
contract*

$239,57

Median price 
per square foot

Market Data
On the market  (February  2015)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or less 1/1 — — — 4/82 3/21 2/15

$150,000–$199,999 6/81 2/44 — 2/46 11/51 39/42 4/5

$200,000–$299,999 10/54 15/52 22/51 29/57 33/66 52/50 48/53

$300,000–$399,999 8/49 24/49 32/63 31/53 16/103 66/74 48/83

$400,000–$499,999 3/151 18/44 24/49 14/127 11/72 29/120 36/96

$500,000–$599,999 4/79 14/54 18/44 5/48 6/42 22/104 21/96

$600,000–$799,999 12/221 23/193 27/126 4/302 1/118 37/242 58/183

$800,000–$999,999 8/517 6/160 25/161 2/123 — 25/262 32/308

$1 million + 20/51 23/68 43/139 1/88 1/163 5/159 62/146

Price 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

Median price of homes sold  Feb. 2014 vs.  Feb. 2015

Market data provided by 
Haley Garcia

Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

77385

77386

77384

77381

77380
77389

77382

1488

45

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

heritagetexas.com

10 Crystal Canyon Pl.
The Woodlands | $662,500

8850 Van allen
The Woodlands | $595,000

28422 shining Creek
spring Trails | $385,000

For more information on these listings call:
HALEY GARCIA
Broker associaTe

281.701.6174

NEW

LISTIN
G!

REAL ESTATE
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FEATURED APARTMENT COMPLEX

Boardwalk at Town Center

2303 Riva Row, The Woodlands, 77380

Square footage: 558–1,672

Number of apartments: 450 

Unit features*: One-and two-bedroom 
apartments

9- to 10-foot ceilings

Brushed steel ceiling fans and hardware

Spacious walk-in closets, additional linen  
and coat closets

French doors with full glass views

Kitchen islands with granite countertops and 
coordinating backsplash

Oversized Roman garden tubs

Office hours: Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–6 p.m., Sat. 10 
a.m.–5 p.m., Sun. 1–5 p.m.

Listed one-bedroom price range:  
$1,126–$1,625

Listed two-bedroom price range:  
$1,979–$2,822

*Features vary by unit

NEARBY DEVELOPMENTLOCAL AMENITIES

Community photos

Woodlands Pkwy.G
ro

ga
n’

s 
M

ill 
Rd

.

Lake Woodlands Dr.

Riva Row

45

2203 Riva Row 
The Woodlands • 1-866-629-8204 
www.boardwalkliving.com

*Some features available only in select apartment units   l   Source: www.maac.com

Lake Woodlands 
Southshore Park

Market Street

Lake Woodlands covers an area of 200 acres 
and offers a place for sculling enthusiasts and 
kayakers. It is also the site of the YMCA Dragon 
Boat races that happen each year.

Southshore Park is located on Woodlands Parkway 
and offers drinking fountains, fishing and an 
observation platform for views of Lake Woodlands. 
North Shore Park is home to one of the most 
popular events in The Woodlands, Concert in the 
Park. The park features public picnic areas, a 
public ramp for nonmotorized boats and a pavilion 
for live music entertainment. 

This 34-acre shopping center features the 
following tenants:

• Brooks Brothers    
• Café Express    
• Charming Charlie’s 
• Chipotle     
• La Madeleine    
• Maggie’s     
• Potbelly’s    
• Sur La Table 
• Tiffany’s 
• Z Gallerie 
 

Helping communities grow.

Last year, Amegy Mortgage originated 
over $1 billion residential mortgage loans.

Julie Pigg’s ambition to help local Montgomery County residents finance their homes was a key contributor to Amegy Mortgage financing over $1 billion 
mortgage loans in 2014. Julie works hard every day to earn her reputation as a premier mortgage banker in The Woodlands and surrounding areas.

Julie is ready to assist with various loan programs, including:
   • One Time Close Construction Loans     • Portfolio Loans    • Conforming and Jumbo Fixed Rate Loans

Amegy retains servicing on over 98% of our mortgage loans and we are confident that the team of servicing professionals working with Julie will 
continue to provide extraordinary customer satisfaction. All decisions are made locally, so the mortgage process runs smoothly.

Contact Julie today at 281.297.7845 and let’s get started on your mortgage loan.

amegymortgage.com
Loans subject to credit approval. Terms and conditions apply, see mortgage banker for details.
© 2015 Amegy Mortgage Company, L.L.C. NMLS # 174734, a subsidiary of Amegy Bank N.A. NMLS # 563474 Member FDIC. An Equal Housing Lender       

$1 BILLION STRONG • MORE THAN A MORTGAGE. A RELATIONSHIP.

Julie Pigg
281.297.7845

NMLS# 728972
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To advertise or to submit story ideas: (281) 469-6181  |  impactnews.com

With over 1.4 million in distribution 
Community Impact Newspaper is in more homes than any other publication in Texas.
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The Houston editions of 
Community Impact Newspaper 

deliver to

642,768
homes and businesses.

Austin Metro

555,607

Houston Metro

642,768

DFW Metro

213,751

Look for the Conroe/Montgomery 
edition coming April 16, 2015
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George Al Shamy, M.D. 
Neurosurgery

Geoffrey Zubay, M.D. 
Neurosurgery

Offering expert neurosurgical 
care close to home.   

Join us in welcoming George Al Shamy, M.D., to the 
neurosurgery team at Mischer Neuroscience Associates 
in The Woodlands. He joins Geoffrey Zubay, M.D., who has 
served our community for years. 
 

Mischer Neuroscience Associates  
in The Woodlands
9200 Pinecraft Drive , Suite 130
The Woodlands, TX  77380

To schedule, call 281.644.8880 or use 
ScheduleNow at neuro.memorialhermann.org

ADVANCING 
NEUROSCIENCE CARE
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