
Proposal will address mobility study shortcomings

Bike lane plan in the works

Job growth, housing market to remain strong in 2015

Area experts remain optimistic 
despite plummeting oil prices

By Brian Walzel
By all indications—unemployment rate, 

office space occupancy and interest from com-
panies looking to do business in The Wood-
lands—the falling price of oil has had little 
effect on the area’s economic climate. 

According to The Woodlands Area Eco-
nomic Development Partnership, Class A 
office vacancy rates hover around 5 percent, 
no major Woodlands-based companies have 
announced significant layoffs and companies 
are still converging on The Woodlands to 
either do business or relocate their own busi-
nesses.

The EDP also reports that The Woodlands 
area unemployment rate is 2.49 percent, 
compared with 4.9 percent for the rest of 
Montgomery County and 5.6 percent for the 
Greater Houston area.

“We have no indications from the energy 
sector that there have been any major changes 
to their workforce or capital investment,” said 

By Julie Butterfield
Although a bicycle lane plan 

is still a component of the South 
Montgomery County Mobility 
Study, the wider scope of what 
the Bike The Woodlands Coali-
tion and The Woodlands Town-
ship hoped to see in the study 

was not addressed. In response, 
the township in September 
incorporated funding for a mas-
ter cycling plan it hopes will lay 
the groundwork for the develop-
ment of bike lanes.

The purpose of the mobility 

See Oil prices | 68

Township hires more officers; county to track gangs

The Woodlands ramps up 
efforts to curb crime

By Julie Butterfield
The Woodlands Township 

and local law enforcement agen-
cies have ramped up their efforts 
to fight crime, hiring nine law 
enforcement personnel and insti-
tuting a gang intelligence unit to 
keep The Woodlands and sur-
rounding areas safe.

Chief Deputy Randy McDan-
iel of the Montgomery County 
Sheriff ’s Office said The Wood-
lands has more patrol staff than 
any other district in Montgom-
ery County. 

“It’s because it’s the overall 
strategy and thinking of The 
Woodlands—they’re willing to 
drop the dollars to increase the 
number of law enforcement 
[personnel] available to increase 

patrolling,” McDaniel said.

Gang activity
McDaniel said gang activity in 

The Woodlands is coming from 
Houston and Harris County, and 
that the sheriff ’s office has identi-
fied 82 types of gangs in Mont-
gomery County. Law enforce-
ment can distinguish between 
gang crime and conventional 
crime because gang members 
proudly announce their affilia-
tions, he said. 

“Generally, those that are 
hardcore gang members have no 
qualms in telling us what gang 
they’re associated with,” McDan-
iel said.

McDaniel said in one of the 
See Crime | 70 See Bike study | 72

Gil Staley, CEO of The Woodlands Area EDP. 
“But that could change in six months, cer-
tainly. For all indications right now, we don’t 
see any impact [from the price of oil].”

However, there are indicators that the effects 
of the recent energy downtun are being felt in 
The Woodlands.  

Layne Christensen, a water management, 
construction and oil drilling company, relo-
cated its corporate headquarters from Mission 
Woods, Kansas, to the new Hughes Land-
ing development in The Woodlands in 2012, 
bringing with it 135 executive-level jobs with a 
promise to hire 80 more. 

Both The Woodlands Township and Mont-
gomery County brokered a deal in June 2013 
with Layne Christensen in the form of a seven-
year tax abatement—essentially a tax break for 
the company in exchange for bringing jobs 
and more than $22 million in salaries to the 
community.
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Many local cyclists are hoping a new plan will lead to bike lanes in the area. 

Experts say the low price of oil, and gas, may not 
negatively effect The Woodlands area economy. 
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Commercial Real 
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MANAGEMENT

Adding Value to Lease Properties
By  Lindsey McKean, The J. Beard Real Estate Company

If you are a commercial investor or owner, you may want to take advantage of the current market conditions by adding value to existing 
lease properties.  A core objective for most investors is to increase the return on their investment by adding value.

One of the most important factors a� ecting overall budget is rental income.  If a property is not 100% leased, the fi rst priority will likely 
be to fi ll any vacancies. If a property is fully leased, the opportunity may be available to replace poor performing tenants or tenants 
paying under-market rents.  Most Landlord’s in today’s competitive market look to professional real estate companies to handle this task. 
Experienced brokers are constantly working to develop and maintain relationships and knowledge about the ever-changing market. Filling 
a property with credit-worthy and capable tenants is not always an easy undertaking. A broker will be able to help by focusing e� orts on 
marketing the property to the best users, allowing Landlords to concentrate on growing their business.

Making physical changes to buildings or structures that enhance visual appeal and e�  ciency is another way to increase the value of a 
property.  These improvements can be minor, for example, painting, parking lot repairs, or updating building signage or lighting. For older 
properties, major improvements may be necessary, such as updating the building façade, replacing storefronts, or resurfacing the parking 
lot. In some cases, there may even be opportunity to add Gross Leasable Area, thus increasing your revenue stream. Upgrading interior 
features can also have a positive e� ect on your overall value. Energy e�  cient building systems that have HVAC, lighting conservation, or 
water consumption measures not only save you money, but are also great features that entice prospective tenants. 

Hiring a professional management company is yet another way to add value to a property. They will help owners by not only maintaining 
a property, but also by improving the operating performance in a way that maximizes profi ts. Professional management services will save 
owners time and trouble by handling the day to day needs and balancing the owners long term goals.    

Using our expertise in the local market, The J. Beard Real Estate Company can greatly benefi t investors of commercial lease properties. 
Whether your needs are simple or complex, our team of leasing, sales, and management professionals can help you extract the most value 
out of your property. 

Je�  Beard, CCIM
President

INSIGHT.
LEADERSHIP.
EXPERTISE.

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

The J. Beard Real Estate Company

• Various spaces available
• Conveniently located on College Park Dr. (SH 242) at Interstate 45 in The Woodlands
• Site is adjacent to St. Luke’s Hospital and The Woodlands College Park High 
     School and across from Sam Houston State University and Lone Star College
• Super Walmart, Lowe’s, Garden Ridge, Burlington and Kohl’s are in the immediate area

FOR LEASE

COLLEGE PARK PLAZA

Lindsey McKean
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We are setting the pace in cardiovascular care. 
Memorial Hermann treats the most hearts in Houston, with our affiliated physicians performing 

more than 50,000 procedures last year alone. This award-winning, innovative care includes nine 

accredited Chest Pain Centers. Our technologically advanced cardiac catheterization labs provide 

precise imagery  that can be seen by your physician from anywhere in the world. So for true 

strength in cardiovascular care,  contact the body of experts at Memorial Hermann The Woodlands,  

part of the Memorial Hermann heart and vascular network.

Learn more at heart.memorialhermann.org

REAL MUSCLE
IN HEART
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Stay connected before 
you’re even unpacked!
The XFINITY® Movers Edge program makes it easy 
to stay connected to your TV, Internet and Voice 
services when you move.

Call the Movers Edge® Hotline at  
1-855-MOV-EDGE to speak to a  
dedicated Move Specialist or visit  
comcast.com/moversedge today.

Restrictions apply. Transfer of existing telephone number may affect installation date. © 2014 Comcast. All rights reserved. NBCU celebrity endorsement not implied. All networks are divisions 
of NBCUniversal. © NBCUniversal Media, LLC. All Rights Reserved. FLY146257

The Blacklist available at xfinity.com/tv
Cutthroat Kitchen available with XFINITY On Demand™

Ask how you can take your equipment with you. 
Or, schedule a professional installation on a date you choose, 
in a two-hour window, guaranteed!

Offline_FLY146257 Movers Edge_8.125x10.625.indd   1 11/17/14   3:25 PM
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In Texas, in Houston, 
and in The Woodlands 
all roads lead to oil. 
Seemingly most conver-
sations you have even-
tually steers itself to, if 
not the price of oil, the 
price of gas. Some may 
not realize it, but just 
about every element of 
the local economy, from 
the price of groceries to 
how busy a restaurant is, 

leads back to the price of a barrel.
There is much worry these days as the price of oil 

plummets below $50 a barrel, prices not seen since the 
Great Recession. With Houston serving as a global 
leader in oil production, much of the region’s pros-
perity and misfortune hinges on the world’s most 
valuable commodity. Some global energy companies 
are preparing for the worst, laying off thousands of 
employees across the world. 

Significant layoffs have yet to hit The Woodlands 
area. Some local experts believe they may not, and 
that the local economy, with ExxonMobil soon to be 
entrenched in its massive campus, is too big to fail. 
Comparisons by some in the industry are being made 

to the 1980s when Houston experienced its most dev-
astating economic crash, but experts say we learned 
our lessons then and today’s Houston should be better 
positioned to ride the storm out this time around. 

“Cautious optimism” is the new “Drill, baby, drill.”
This month, we report on how some local experts 

believe the price of oil will affect The Woodlands 
economy and how integral the energy business is to 
the local economy. 

Meanwhile, state lawmakers have gathered in Austin 
for the biennial legislative session. Community Impact 
Newspaper continues its coverage of the 84th Legis-
lature with monthly reports from Austin that include 
comments and opinions from our elected lawmakers. 

Expect to read more in the coming months regard-
ing their efforts to improve the state’s transporta-
tion and education systems, among other efforts. As 
always, we want to hear from you. So be sure to reach 
out to us via email, our website at impactnews.com or 
by phone.

FROM THE EDITOR

© 2015 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. NO REPRODUCTION OF ANY 
PORTION OF THIS ISSUE IS ALLOWED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM THE PUBLISHER.

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What is most important to you in regard 
to the oil and gas industry?

  The price of gas

  Job losses

  The Woodlands economy

  The cost of goods and services

  Other

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll
Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

What are you looking forward to the 
most in 2015?

Improved roads

  66.2%  

More restaurants

 16.11%  

Other

 14.09%

More new homes

 3.6%

More hotels

 0%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 1/7/15–1/31/15

Turn on FOX 26 NEWS,  
download the MyFoxHouston app, 
log on to www.myfoxhouston.com 
for more local news with IMPACT.

Brian Walzel 
EDITOR

bwalzel@impactnews.com
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• Central – Texas Medical Center

• East – San Jacinto

• Northwest – Willowbrook

• Southeast – St. John

Our world-class cardiologists have been pioneering innovations in heart 

care ever since Dr. Michael DeBakey revolutionized heart treatment at 

Houston Methodist more than 60 years ago. We have built a legacy of 

leading cardiovascular medicine by providing patients access to the most 

advanced procedures, no matter how routine or complex the condition.

Take your first step toward a healthier heart. Visit houstonmethodist.org

or call 713.790.3333 for a physician referral at one of our seven locations.

• Southwest – Sugar Land

• West – Katy

• North – The Woodlands (opening in 2017)

WE’RE LEADING HEART CARE
SO YOU CAN LEAD A HEALTHY LIFE. 

HMTW_CommImpact_ad.indd   1 2/2/2015   1:43:21 PM
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INDUSTRIAL     |     OFFICE     |     RETAIL     |     MULTI-FAMILY     |     SENIOR HOUSING     |     SINGLE FAMILY

Providing Woodlands Area Companies with
Commercial Real Estate Services for Over 19 Years.

cypressbrook.com  |  281.634.1777
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products. 936-648-3827.  
www.zanboutique.com 

5  The Broadstone Sierra Pines 
apartment complex opened in The 
Woodlands at 1615 Sawdust Road in 
January. Amenities include a clubhouse, 
a 24/7 athletic center and emergency 
maintenance. 281-241-4462.  
www.broadstonesierrapines.com 

6  The Doggie Dish, a pet nutrition 
center and all-natural bakery, opened 

Now Open

1  Lakeside Cove is a luxury 
gated residential community under 
development with homes now for sale 
in the Village of Grogan’s Mill on 
Lake Harrison at 2 Secluded Trail. The 
development features 57 single-family, 
Spanish-style villas ranging from 3,500 
square feet to 4,200 square feet with 
two- and three-story plans.  
713-763-7073. 
www.gracepointhomes.com 

2  ABM Cabinets opened at 3759 FM 
1488 in The Woodlands in January. 
The shop features a 2,800-square-foot 
showroom and offers cabinet design, 
building, finishing and installations. 
936-224-7191. www.abmcabinets.com

3  Pregnancy Assistance Center North 
opened a well-woman clinic in Oak 
Ridge North at 26464 N. I-45 in January. 
The pregnancy medical clinic offers 
no-cost pregnancy testing, ultrasounds, 

STD and HIV screening for women and 
men, educational programs, classes and 
support groups. The center serves The 
Woodlands, Spring and Conroe areas. 
281-367-1518. www.pacn.org 

4  Zan Boutique opened in December 
at 314 Sawdust Road, Ste. 111, Spring, 
and offers women’s clothing, jewelry 
and accessories at discounted prices. 
The wholesale boutique offers Vera 
Wang dresses, and Ralph Lauren, Kevin 
Klein, Adriana Papell and Michael Kors 

Like us on facebook

281-465-0700
www.woodlandsruggallery.com

NEW SHIPMENT OF  
TURKISH OUSHAKS

AND CONTEMPORARY RUGS 
IN SOFT COLORS. 
HURRY IN FOR 

BEST SELECTIONS!
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Courtney@CourtneyFoster.com | (832) 326-8787 | www.ReferredRealtyGroup.com

Let’s have coffee and talk about how we can create a 
one-of-a-kind brokerage experience for you! 

@ReferredRealty

Our Team is Growing. Join us!

in November at 25222 Richards Road. 
The bakery offers grain-free products, 
pet food and accessories. The store sells 
baked cookies, pizza bones, alligator 
bones and other all-natural, grain-free 
cookies. 281-682-9628.  
www.thedoggydish.com 

7  Divorce Strategies Group LLC 
opened in November at 24900 Pitkin 
Road, Ste. 105, in The Woodlands. 
Divorce Strategies Group is a service 
for individuals who are in the process 
of divorce and offers a financial and tax 
planning consultation. 281-292-9555. 
www.divorcestrategiesgroup.com 

8  New Hope TMS Depression Therapy 
opened in The Woodlands at 25420 
Kuykendahl Road, Ste. F100, on Jan. 15. 
The clinic offers transcranial magnetic 
stimulation, which is a non-drug 
treatment for depression. The clinic also 
offers free information seminars every 
Thursday at noon and again at 6 p.m. 
281-783-8080. www.newhopetms.com

9  Foundation Chiropractic opened at 
3759 FM 1488, Ste. 175, The Woodlands, 
in January. At the practice, Dr. Evan 
Pulver uses advanced technology to 
determine foundational issues affecting 
a patient’s spine or nervous system. 
The practice also offers complimentary 
consultation. 832-458-3004.  
www.foundationwoodlands.com

Coming Soon

10  Developer Del Webb has purchased 
200 acres near the intersection of FM 
1488 and Old Conroe Road North to build 
a new adult community for residents age 
55 and older. The community is slated to 
open in 2016, will be the second Houston-
area Del Webb development and will 
feature access to medical services, retail 
centers and employment hubs.  
866-210-6878. www.delwebb.com 

11  Mercedes-Benz of the Woodlands 
will open a new car dealership at 16917 
N. I-45, The Woodlands, in April. The 

60,000-square-foot dealership will 
offer new and used Mercedes-Benz and 
Sprinter commercial vehicles.  
www.mbusa.com 

12  Ostioneria Michoacan Seafood & 
Oyster Bar Express will open a new 
location in The Woodlands at 25919 N. 
I-45, Ste. A., in February. The restaurant 
features Mexican style seafood and an 
oyster bar.  
www.ostioneriasmichoacan.com

13  Gardenmania, a gardening and 
nursery business, will open at 27611 FM 
2978 in late March. The business serves 
The Woodlands and Magnolia areas, and 
offers plants, flowers, trees and fertilizers. 
832-521-3433. www.gardenmaniaus.com

14  Avanti Senior Living will open a 
new community at 120 Vision Park 
Drive in Shenandoah in late 2015. 
The Woodlands-based Avanti Senior 
Living is a senior living development, 
operations and ownership company. The 
$15 million assisted-living and memory-
care community will bring more than 50 
jobs to Shenandoah and serve at least 90 
seniors. 281-907-9553.  
www.visionpark.avanti-sl.com
 
15  Creme de la Creme will open a 
new learning center this fall in The 
Woodlands at 2350 Research Forest 
Drive. Creme de la Creme preschools 
engage children in physical, intellectual, 
social and emotional development. The 
school is open full-time to students ages 
6 weeks–5 years, and offers before- and 
after-school care for children ages 6 to 
12. 800-374-5715. 
www.cremedelacreme.com

16  Hand & Stone Massage and Facial 
Spa will open a second location in 
February at 26400 Kuykendahl Road in 
The Woodlands. Services include hot-
stone massages, facials and hot towel foot 
treatments. www.handandstone.com

17  Levure Bakery and Pastisserie 
will open bakery in the Village of 

Creekside Park in late February at 26400 
Kuykendahl Road in The Woodlands. 
The bakery will feature traditional 
European-style pastries and breads such 
as French macarons and baguettes. The 
shop will also offer breakfast and lunch 
service. 832-403-2131.  
www.handandstone.com

Renovations

18  J. Beard Real Estate Company 
has announced plans to construct the 
Havenwood Office Park at 25700 N. I-45, 
Spring, on the site of the Brookhaven 
Business Park. The Havenwood Office 
Park will feature a Leadership in Energy 
& Environmental Design Silver-certified 
four-story building, about 250,000 
square feet of office space, an adjacent 
parking garage and an outdoor plaza. 
The office park is slated to be complete by 
the fourth quarter of this year. 
281-367-2220. www.jbeardcompany.com 

Anniversary

Memorial Hermann The Woodlands 
Hospital will celebrate 30 years of serving 
The Woodlands community in February. 
The full-service hospital is located at 9250 
Pinecroft Drive.  713-897-2300.  
www.memorialhermann.com

In the News

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion ranked second in the top 100 
amphitheaters in the world based on 
the number of tickets sold during 2014, 
according to Pollstar magazine, the concert 
industry’s leading trade publication. The 
pavilion’s ticket sales totaled 488,916 in 
2014. The pavilion had 17 sold-out concerts 
in 2014, including Bruce Springsteen 
& The E Street Band on May 9, Jimmy 
Buffett on May 29, Luke Bryan on Sept. 19 
and Jason Aldean on Oct. 23. Red Rocks 
Amphitheater in Morrison, Colorado, was 
ranked first with 601,230 tickets sold. 
281-364-3010. www.woodlandscenter.org

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email wdlnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Julie Butterfield, Jesse Mendoza and Brian Walzel
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Convenient to New Village Center  
Oversized Home Sites Available • Resort-Style Amenities

Wooded Overlook
From the Low $600s • (281) 255-0299

Coronet Ridge
From the Low $700s • (281) 516-0899

The Estates at Blairs Way
From the Mid-$800s • (281) 516-0899

Creekside Park – It Just Keeps Getting Better!
Visit Today - Tour Models & Quick Delivery Homes!

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be 
relied upon to confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 & 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of 
Builders. Apple and the Apple logo are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. Google Play is a trademark of Google Inc.

Five-Time Texas Builder of the Year!*  |  TollBrothers.com/CITW

Coming Soon! Woodson’s Reserve - Magnolia Ridge & Sycamore Heights
Luxury Single-Family Homes Located Along the Future Grand Parkway! (855) 289-8656
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Now Open

1  Repsol opened its new U.S. 
headquarters in January at 2455 
Technology Forest Blvd. The U.S. 
headquarters is located in a new 
200,000-square-foot, eight-story building, 
and it employs more than 600 local 
employees and contractors. Repsol 
conducts oil and gas production and 
exploration operations in the Gulf of 

Mexico, Alaska, Kansas and Oklahoma. 
The Repsol corporate headquarters is 
located in Madrid, and the company 
operates in more than 30 countries with 
25,000 employees worldwide.  
832-442-1000. 
www.northamerica.repsol.com

2  The Woodlands Insurance Co. 
opened in The Woodlands Mall at 1201 
Lake Woodlands Drive, Ste. 4020, in early 
February. The company is a division of 
The Woodlands Financial Group and 
offers Texas domestic insurance statewide. 

TWIC also offers discounts for veterans, 
police officers, firefighters and teachers. 
281-367-3424. www.twico.com

Coming Soon

3  Calvetti Ferguson will open March 
2 in Hughes Landing at 1790 Hughes 
Landing Blvd. The company offers 
auditing, tax and advisory services to 
middle-market firms in health care, energy 
and multinational companies.  
832-742-2400. www.calvettiferguson.com

4  Ferrari of The Woodlands will open 
a 5,015-square-foot satellite store at 1501 
Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands, in 
the first quarter of 2015. Its owners are the 
same owners of Ferrari of Houston, which 
opened 40 years ago. The Woodlands 
location will offer new and preowned 
Ferraris. 713-772-3868.  
www.ferrariofhouston.com

5  One Lakes Edge is a luxury apartment 
complex and commercial center opening in 
Hughes Landing in April at 1950 Hughes 
Landing Blvd. Along with 22,000 square 
feet of commercial space available on the 
ground floor, the development will feature 
one- to three-bedroom apartments, a 
fitness center, an oversized pool deck and 
an elevated patio. 281-367-4421.  
www.onelakesedge.com 

Compiled by Julie Butterfield, Jesse Mendoza and Brian Walzel

6  Starbucks is opening a new location in 
Hughes Landing at 1900 Hughes Landing 
Blvd., inside of One Lakes Edge, in March. 
The coffee shop will feature its signature 
coffee, teas and snacks.  
www.starbucks.com

7  Truluck’s Seafood Steak and 
Crabhouse is opening its second Houston-
area restaurant in The Woodlands in the 
fall. The 10,000-square-foot restaurant 
will be located in Hughes Landing at 1900 
Hughes Landing Blvd. and will offer fresh 
seafood, steak and wine.  
www.trulucks.com

8  Wulfe Co. is developing East Shore 
Place at Grogan’s Mill Road and East Shore 
Drive near The Woodlands’ garden district 
set to open this year. The development will 
feature more than 18,000 square feet of 
retail space on the ground floor and 23,000 
square feet of office space on the second 
floor. 713-621-1700. www.wulfe.com

9  Del Frisco’s Grille will open an 8,000- 
square-foot American cuisine restaurant 
in May at Hughes Landing at 1900 Hughes 
Landing Blvd., Ste. 500. The restaurant 
features a mix of steak, seafood and unique 
interpretations of American cuisine.  
www.delfriscosgrille.com

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email wdlnews@impactnews.com.
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29223 SKY FOREST CIR.  •  $1,095,000

19 SAGAMORE RIDGE PL.  •  $349,900

28422 SHINING CREEK  •  $385,000

27272 JESSICA HILLS  •  $368,500

2702 RABINOW CT.  •  $465,000

10 S. CROSSED BIRCH PL.  •  $325,000

2 BLACK SPRUCE CT.  •  $648,000

W
O

O
D

L
A

N
D

S

®

®heritagetexas.com

936.447.9625

LOCAL ROOTS | GLOBAL REACH
THANKS TO OUR AFFILIATION with Leading Real Estate

Companies of the World® and Luxury Por tfolio International®, 

we can market your home around the globe.

8803 SCENIC GREEN   •  $949,000
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The Promise campaign will suppor t construction of 
Texas Children’s Hospital The Woodlands — bringing 

a dedicated pediatric hospital to some of the 
fastest-growing communities in the nation.

texaschildrens.org/promise

The Promise campaign will suppor t construction of 

To further advance pediatric 
care in The Woodlands.

27552WCIN-004-111714

27552_TCH_Pomise_Campaign_Woodlands_Comm_Impact_27552WCIN-004-111714_PROD.indd   1 11/17/14   5:23 PM
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Court approved the results of the study 
phase of the project to widen Segment 6 of 
Hufsmith-Kohrville Road in Tomball from 500 
feet south of Willow Creek Estates Lane south 
to Holderrieth Road. The project has moved 
into the design phase, which will determine 
whether to upgrade the existing two-lane 
asphalt roadway to a four-lane concrete 
boulevard section with a storm sewer system 
or to a five-lane concrete pavement roadway 
with open ditch draining. The project will 
also accommodate low impact components 
that will address water quality needs, traffic 
signals or traffic signal modifications, and all 
additions necessary for a finished project. 
Officials expect to send the project out to bid 
in the fall.

Timeline: Completion expected nine– 
12 months from start date
Cost: $7.4 million
Funding sources: Harris County Precinct 4

8  Birnham Woods Drive extension 
Birnham Woods Drive has been extended 
between Northridge Forest Drive and 
Elan Boulevard. The road gives direct 
access to the Falls at Imperial Oaks 
master-planned community and connects 
travelers to the future Grand Parkway. 

Estimated completion: Complete
Projected cost: $2.5 million
Funding sources: Holcomb Properties

9  Oak Ridge North street overlay
The city of Oak Ridge North is in the process 
of overlaying all city roads, except for 
Robinson Road, with about 2 inches of 
new asphalt in a comprehensive road 
improvement project. The two-phase road 
overlay project is expected to be complete 
by March. The first phase, which includes 
roads south of Robinson Road, was 
completed in December. 

Estimated completion: March
Projected cost: $1.2 million
Funding sources: City of Oak Ridge 
North 

10   I-45 HOV lanes
TxDOT is planning to install high occupancy 
vehicle,or HOV, lanes along I-45 between FM 
1960 and Loop 336 in Conroe. The project 
will help alleviate traffic congestion along 
I-45 near The Woodlands, Oak Ridge North 
and Shenandoah. TxDOT expects to approve 
a contract in March, and construction could 
begin as early as May.

Timeline: Construction is expected to take 
about six months to complete once it begins
Cost: $2 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

SJRA spokeswoman Ronda Trow said. 
Oak Ridge North 
Pipeline construction in Oak Ridge North 
continues in a utility easement located along 
Oak Ridge Forest Lane and along Hanna 
Road. The SJRA will also begin pipeline 
construction along Maplewood Drive early 
this year. SJRA construction in the city is 
expected to be complete by the summer.

Timeline: Construction is expected to be 
complete by summer
Cost: $550 million
Funding sources: SJRA 

6   The Grand Parkway
Three segments—segments F-1, F-2 and 
G—totaling 37 miles are under 
construction on Houston’s third outer 
loop. The local segments stretch from 
Hwy. 290 to Hwy. 59 and feature major 
overpasses and interchanges at Hwy. 290, 
Hwy. 249 and I-45. For information on the 
latest lane closures and diversions, visit 
www.grandparkway99.com. 

Estimated completion: December
Cost: $1 billion
Funding sources: TxDOT

7   Hufsmith-Kohrville Road  
widening, Segment 6
In October, the Harris County Commissioners 

1  Hwy. 242 direct connectors
The Hwy. 242 direct-connect projects 
include a northbound flyover traveling to 
eastbound Hwy. 242, ending at 
Maverick Way near Lone Star College–
Montgomery, as well as a westbound 
flyover traveling to southbound I-45, 
ending south of Hwy. 242. Crews will 
continue to work on bridge deck pours 
and overhead sign shafts, said Jenny 
Taraborelli, Montgomery County program 
manager for PTP Transportation. 
Frequent nightly closures may occur in 
the area from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. through 
the end of construction, she said.

Estimated completion: Late March
Cost: $33.9 million
Funding sources: Texas Department of 
Transportation, Montgomery County 
Precinct 2

2   FM 2978 widening
TxDOT is widening a 4-mile stretch of FM 
2978 from two lanes to four lanes between 
Dry Creek Road to FM 1488. The project 
is in the design phase, and construction is 
expected to begin by summer with a one-
year construction timeline. Contracts are 
expected to be approved in June, pending 
environmental clearance.

Construction timeline: Summer 2015–

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at wdlnews@impactnews.comCompiled by Jesse Mendoza  
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summer 2016
Cost: $15 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

3  Woodlands Parkway expansion
Construction on the Woodlands Parkway 
expansion from west of Grogan’s Mill Road 
to East Panther Creek Drive over Lake 
Woodlands has resumed following an 
approximate three-month hiatus. Contractor 
Texas Sterling Construction was selected 
in December to complete the work after the 
contract of former contractor Menade Inc. 
was revoked. TxDOT spokeswoman Deidrea 
Samuels said the third westbound lane of 
Woodlands Parkway is expected to be open 
in March, and she expects Texas Sterling to 
reach substantial completion of the project 
by May.

Estimated completion: Early May
Cost: $3.6 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

4   Kuykendahl Road extension
This project includes extending two lanes of 
Kuykendahl Road from Alden Bridge to 
Crownridge drives, completing a missing 
half-mile segment of Kuykendahl Road 
through The Woodlands. The project is about 
45 percent complete and is expected to be 
completed on time.

Timeline: Early March
Cost: $3.1 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

5  SJRA Groundwater  
Reduction Plan projects
The San Jacinto River Authority is installing 
pipeline throughout The Woodlands and Oak 
Ridge North for its groundwater reduction 
plan. The SJRA is ahead of schedule 
and plans to begin delivering water to 
Montgomery County residents this summer, 
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Where Business Lives Well
281-719-6100 • www.TheWoodlands-Commercial.com

• Opening November 2015

• 12-story Class A office building - 321,000 rentable square feet

• Designed to be LEED Silver Certified

• Panoramic views of Lake Woodlands

• Easy access to Interstate 45

• Full-service, Embassy Suites Hotel in Hughes Landing

• Nearby restaurants - Truluck’s, Del Frisco’s Grille, Escalante’s,  
 California Pizza Kitchen, Local Pour gastropub and multiple  
 other restaurants

• One Lakes Edge, a 390-unit upscale multifamily residence

• Concierge program for Tenants

• Golf, tennis, fitness, spa facilities and fine dining nearby  
 at The Club at Carlton Woods

• Fitness Center & Conference Center availability

• Walking distance from planned mixed-use amenities  
 including Whole Foods Market®

When you move into 3 Hughes Landing, you will experience this 
exciting urban environment. Become a partner with us in fulfilling our 
vision – Where Entrepreneurship, Innovation & Lifestyle Intersect.  

3 HUGHES LANDING 
LAKE WOODLANDS NEWEST LANDMARK

Lifestyle Intersection SM
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Robinson Road expansion under consideration
By Jesse Mendoza

The city of Oak Ridge North 
is studying the future of Robin-
son Road to improve mobility 
within the city.

The city commissioned Klotz 
and Associates on Jan. 13 to 
study the expansion and reloca-
tion of Robinson Road—which 
serves as the main thoroughfare 
through the city—and will share 
the $590,000 cost for the study 
with Montgomery County.

The study will examine the 
possible expansion of the road 
from two lanes to four, as well 
as the feasibility of relocating 
Robinson Road to mitigate traf-
fic congestion at the intersection 
with Hanna Road, City Man-
ager Vicky Rudy said.

The project is critical for the 
success of other nearby mobility 
initiatives such as an upgraded 
interchange at Robinson Road 
and I-45, as well as the proposed 
Rayford Road expansion from 
four to six lanes, Rudy said. 

“If you include Rayford Road 
in a bond and you do not include 
the interchange and Robinson 
Road, you have not solved any 

real problem,” Rudy said. “Those 
three projects need to happen in 
concert with each other to do any 
good at all for the traffic problems 
on the east side of I-45.”

The city has purchased prop-
erty at 27425 Robinson Road for 
about $480,000. 

While no plans have been 
approved, Rudy said the prop-
erty could become the future 

location of City Hall if Robin-
son Road is relocated.

However, the fate of the Rob-
inson Road relocation—along 
with that of many Montgomery 
County mobility initiatives—
hinges on the passage of a 
proposed Montgomery County 
road bond election, Rudy said. 

The bond election will possibly 
be held in May. 

She said Robinson Road 
construction could begin within 
a year or two if funds become 
available through the bond 
election. 

If voters do not approve the 
road bond, Rudy said the city 
still plans to move forward with 
the project, but it can be delayed 
by five to eight years.

“If, for some reason, there is 
no bond and we do not get to do 
the road—which I think would 
be catastrophic—we will at least 
have the [engineering] plans,” 
Rudy said. “Proceeding through 
the other [financing] options 
could be a five- to eight-year 
process. There will be 32,000 
cars out here on these roads. 
This bond election is critical.”

A lack of bond funding could 
also hinder future development 
of the city, Economic Develop-
ment Director Susan Cates said.

“It would stifle continued 
residential and commercial 
growth east of our ETJ,” Cates 
said. “People will not tolerate a 
certain level of traffic issues.”

TRANSPORTATION
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Commuters on Robinson Road at the intersection with Hanna Road wait to cross 
one of the busiest intersections in Oak Ridge North. City Manager Vicky Rudy said 
the intersection handles about 16,000 trips per day.
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RELOCATION OF ROBINSON ROAD
The city of Oak Ridge North is studying the expansion of Robinson Road in order to 
improve mobility throughout the city. The city also plans to realign the road across 
the Hanna Road intersection, but specific paths are still being studied.

Possible future location 
of City Hall

Hanna Rd. 

“A two-lane road with 
an offset intersection 
[at Robinson and 
Hanna roads] 
handling 16,000 
trips per day is way 
beyond capacity.”

—Vicky Rudy, ORN city manager

Andrew Whitacre
Managing Partner

Matt Johnson
Managing Partner

NOVI HOME BUILDERS
Carlton Woods Creekside

10 Berkley Hall
5,564 sq. ft. - $1,695,000

JEFF PAUL CUSTOM HOMES
Carlton Woods Creekside

23 N. Fazio Way
8,396 sq. ft. - $2,995,000

To make an appointment 

with one of our real estate 

experts call 281-681-1945.

WJ S R E A LT YG R O U P.C O M

T H E  W O O D L A N D S  P R E M I E R  R E A L  E S TAT E  T E A M

TIPLER DESIGN & BUILD
Carlton Woods Creekside
14 Badger Lodge Circle

6,500 sq. ft. - $2,295,000
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Stakeholders address local, regional 
implications of reduction efforts 
By Jesse Mendoza

As area stakeholders continue to discuss 
future management of water resources 
in Montgomery County, questions have 
surfaced regarding the regional and local 
implications of Lone Star Groundwater 
Conservation District mandates.

The LSGCD mandates that beginning 
in 2016 Montgomery County use no more 
than 64,000 acre-feet of groundwater 
per year from the Gulf Coast Aquifer, on 
average, and supplement additional water 
demand through alternative sources. 
Because the Gulf Coast Aquifer is shared 
regionally—yet managed by several differ-
ent management districts—the distribu-
tion of shared resources has been called 
into question.

The LSGCD has also established local 
groundwater reduction mandates as a 
countywide goal, leading to the cost of 
groundwater use reduction efforts being 
divided among all qualifying entities 
throughout the county—even though the 
largest water level declines have occurred 
in The Woodlands and Conroe.

By collaborating countywide, though, 
LSGCD General Manager Kathy Turner 
Jones said the reduced strain on the Gulf 
Coast Aquifer allows for further develop-
ment in growing regions.

“If you look at that I-45 corridor, there 
was the most significant drawdowns in 
groundwater levels and a large popula-
tion base,” Jones said. “By over convert-
ing [those entities to surface water], that 
conversion allows groundwater pumpage 
to occur in other areas that are growing [in 
population] as well.”

ENVIRONMENT

In January, Community Impact Newspaper reported on discussions regarding 
groundwater management plans among regulating agencies, water suppliers, 
municipalities and stakeholders. This month, Community Impact Newspaper puts 
Montgomery County mandates into local, regional and statewide perspective.

CONTINUED FROM JANUARY

Montgomery County management
In Montgomery County, most of the 

water level declines occur along the I-45 
corridor—where a majority of the county 
population resides. From 2000–13, Jasper 
Aquifer water levels dropped between 120 
feet and 220 feet in parts of The Wood-
lands, and between 80 feet and 140 feet in 
parts of Conroe, according to U.S. Geo-
logical Survey data.

Still, the LSGCD mandates reduced 
groundwater use throughout the entire 
county, and the financial responsibility for 
reduction plan projects is shared between 
all participating entities and the residents 
they service. 

San Jacinto River Authority General 
Manager Jace Houston said the county-
wide approach is in the overall best finan-
cial interest of the county, especially for 
smaller entities that have fewer residents to 
pay for those expenses.

“The people [who] are hurt the most by 
these continued declines [are the ones who 
depend on] the smaller entities,” Houston 
said. “The bigger you are, the more ability 
you have to absorb these economic conse-
quences. If you are a small entity relying on 
one well or a small city relying on two or 
three wells, you have a lot smaller customer 
base over which to absorb these costs.”

Jones said the LSGCD initially consid-
ered breaking the district into different 
zones to mandate that high-population 
areas reduce groundwater use first.  
However, Houston said that approach 
would have created winners and losers in 
Montgomery County, and that it finan-
cially benefits smaller entities more to 
work alongside large entities as a region. 

“If we bust this county up into zones, you 
lose the efficiencies of scale,” Houston said. 
“You create winners and losers, and the 
cheap water is taken up by the people who 
go first, and the people who have to go sec-
ond have the more expensive water. It is just 
cheaper when everybody works together.” 

Regional resource management
While the LSGCD manages ground-

water throughout Montgomery County, 
the Harris-Galveston Subsidence District 
manages groundwater use in Harris and 
Galveston counties. Even though the dis-
tricts manage groundwater from the same 
sources, each district allows for different 
amounts of groundwater to be used and 
also take different approaches to meet their 
sustainability goals, said Gabriel Eckstein, 
a professor of law at Texas A&M University 

who specializes in natural resource law 
and policy.

“The way that water code is set up, in 
terms of the creation of these districts, 
it gives some guidelines, but it gives the 
districts the right to come up with their 
own approach of how they want to do it,” 
Eckstein said. “Each district is authorized 
to have different rules, different approaches 
and different strategies.” 

Because the LSGCD mandates that 
Gulf Coast Aquifer groundwater use be 
reduced to 64,000 acre-feet in Montgom-
ery County starting in 2016, a coalition 
of cities has questioned the fairness of the 
mandate. The coalition points to water use 
in Harris and Galveston counties, which 
combined used about 244,000 acre-feet of 
groundwater in 2013. In contrast, Mont-
gomery County used 75,497 acre-feet of 

The majority of 
groundwater level 
declines in Montgomery 
County are found along 
the I-45 corridor—where 
most of the county’s 
population resides. This 
map shows groundwater 
level declines in the 
Jasper Aquifer in the 
13-year time span from 
2000 to 2013. 

Because the LSGCD 
decided to implement 
groundwater use 
reduction mandates 
countywide, however, 
the cost of the initiatives 
is shared among entities 
participating in a joint 
groundwater reduction 
plan.
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The Lone Star Groundwater Conservation District is in the process of amending district regulatory plan rules.

The rules changes are undergoing revisions during a public input process, but cities have also requested the 
district delay proposed changes until commissioned scientific studies are concluded. Cities also asked that the 
LSGCD allow for Groundwater Management Area 14—which affects various groundwater conservation districts 
throughout the Gulf Coast region—to approve changes to its own regulations and goals before approving 
proposed LSGCD rule changes.

groundwater that year, according to the 
LSGCD.

However, the northern and western 
portions of Harris County—which will not 
reach final groundwater reduction goals 
until about 2035—accounted for about 
198,000 acre-feet of groundwater use in 
2013, HGSD General Manager Michael 
Turco said.

“Aquifers know no geopolitical boundar-
ies,” Turco said. “Of course, any changes in 
water use along the boundary of a county 
can have impact within the [districts]. So 
we work with [the LSGCD] and we try to 
share as much information as we can.”

Houston said that direct comparisons 
between the districts might not be accu-
rate, however. He said that because Harris 
County surface area covers more of the 
aquifer and also has more productive 

aquifers because of its geographical 
location, the HGSD can allow for larger 
groundwater amounts to be pumped while 
maintaining a sustainability goal.

Houston said that HGSD groundwater 
use reduction initiatives have already led to 
a rise in groundwater levels throughout a 
majority of Harris and Galveston counties, 
including north Harris county areas that 
border Montgomery County and have not 
yet met their long-term groundwater use 
reduction goals.

“Most of north Harris County has done 
it,” Houston said. “They have stabilized 
their water levels. But guess who is sucking 
the water down still? We are.” 

With 98 groundwater conservation districts 
throughout Texas, the dynamic between state policy 
and groundwater ownership laws often comes into 
question, said Gabriel Eckstein, a professor of law 
at Texas A&M University who specializes in natural 
resource law and policy.

“This is possibly one of the most frustrating 
examples of Texas’ approach to groundwater 
management,” Eckstein said. “We have long had 
this conflict between the government coming in 
to regulate our water, versus ‘it’s our water.’ So, 
should it be a state approach or a local approach?” 

In Edwards Aquifer Authority v. Day the Texas 
Supreme Court decided that the same common law 
principles that govern oil and gas ownership also 
apply to groundwater—meaning that landowners 
could make a case that groundwater districts could 
owe them money when they limit or deny permits to 
pump water, Eckstein said.

In Montgomery County, the city of Conroe has 
expressed concern about the effect Lone Star 
Groundwater Conservation District rules have on a 
landowner’s property value. 

Locke Lord LLP., a law firm that represents 
the city, stated in a letter to the LSGCD that the 
proposed rules “destroy private property values in 
underground water.” 

“The proposed amendments, if enacted, will 
effectively destroy the market for water rights 

STATE AND LOCAL 
MANAGEMENT 
DYNAMICS

While the Lone Star Groundwater 
Conservation District mandates that 
Montgomery County reduce groundwater 
use to 64,000 acre-feet annually, the 
district allows for the averaging of those 
goals over time. This graph shows how 
the San Jacinto River Authority can 
meet growing demand by increasing the 
capacity of its surface water plant over 
time as funds become available and 
further construction is completed.

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

AVERAGE MANDATE

PROPOSED RULES

Source: San Jacinto River Authority

Source: Lone Star Groundwater Conservation District

Source: City of Shenandoah, SJRA

COST DISTRIBUTION 

The cities of Shenandoah and Panorama Village 
partnered together to form a joint GRP to meet 
groundwater use reduction mandates by building 
a Catahoula Aquifer water well and water plant.

Fair share/total qualifying demand:  
The fair share rule addresses the amount of 
groundwater that landowners are entitled to— 
10 million gallons per year—before having to join 
a GRP to adhere to district mandates. The rule also 
addresses the sale and transfer of adjusted total 
qualifying demand. 

Permitting procedures: 
Rule changes address the procedure through 
which a Groundwater Reduction Plan participant 
can petition for new water well permits, and how 
that relates to the Joint GRP administrator—such 
as the SJRA.

10 MILLION GALLONS
PERMIT FOR NEW WATER WELL

The Woodlands and the city of Oak Ridge North 
are among more than 80 participants that 
partnered with the San Jacinto River Authority 
Joint GRP. The GRP will meet groundwater use 
reduction mandates by building a surface water 
treatment plant at Lake Conroe, 52 miles of 
transmission pipeline and receiving facilities. 

SAN JACINTO RIVER  
AUTHORITY GRP

TOTAL COST

TOTAL COST

RESIDENT DISTRIBUTION 

RESIDENT DISTRIBUTION 

GRP fee in 2015

GRP fee in 2015

Funding source:

Funding source:

$479.7 million  
in Texas Water Development Board and 

 open market bonds.

Capital project costs were paid for through the 
Shenandoah Municipal Development District half 

cent sales tax revenue.

Participating residents pay for the project through GRP 
fee line items in their regular water bill.

Shenandoah residents pay for operation costs 
through GRP fee line items in their regular water bill.

$2.44 per 1,000 gallons 
(surface water)

$2.25 per 1,000 gallons 
(groundwater)

$0.60 per 1,000 gallons

$387 MILLION  
(estimate at completion)

$2 MILLION  
(approximate)

SHENANDOAH AND 
PANORAMA VILLAGE GRP

in this county and thereby destroy the value of 
privately owned water rights throughout the 
district’s borders,” the firm stated.

Eckstein said that the Edwards Aquifer Authority 
v. Day case established that while districts are 
allowed to manage groundwater resources, Texas 
water law does not allow for a “regulatory takings,” 
meaning that the resource has been regulated to 
such a degree that it restricts an owner’s ability to 
use that resource. 

“When a regulation goes too far, the person 
who owns the groundwater has a claim against 
the governmental entity for a regulatory takings,” 
Eckstein said. “One of two things has to happen. 
Either the government has to back down and 
revoke that regulation at least as it applies to that 
individual, or they are going to have to provide just 
compensation.”

LSGCD General Manager Kathy Turner Jones 
said the district takes protection of private property 
rights into consideration in its rules.

“The district closely followed the Edwards 
Aquifer Authority v. Day case and has considered 
it for every facet of the rules revisions process,” 
Jones said. “As clearly stated in our rules, 
protection of private property rights has always 
been a paramount consideration for the district and 
its board of directors.”
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Warehousing, light industrial facilities contribute to 
economic development of the city of Oak Ridge North
By Jesse Mendoza

Ever since ExxonMobil announced 
the development of its 385-acre campus 
just south of The Woodlands in Spring in 
2011, the demand for warehousing and 
industrial facilities has grown in areas 
surrounding The Woodlands.

City Manager Vicky Rudy said that 
because Oak Ridge North is “closer to 
The Woodlands than parts of The Wood-
lands,” many 
businesses have 
populated the 
Oak Ridge North 
Commerce Park 
and the Hanna 
Business Park, 
both of which 
support indus-
trial businesses. 

The parks 
contributed sig-
nificantly to the 
economic success 
of the city in 2014, when Rudy said the 
city saw a 51 percent increase in sales tax 
revenue.

“There is no place [companies] can get 
[industrial facilities] in The Woodlands 
proper, and the price of things right 

around ExxonMobil is just out of sight,” 
Rudy said. “[Businesses] want to be near 
The Woodlands and we are right here. It 
is actually a perfect storm.”

ORN Economic Development Direc-
tor Susan Cates said that because many 
ancillary businesses to the oil and gas 
industry use the facilities—thus increas-
ing the property tax base and producing 
additional sales tax—the city has been 

able to lower 
property taxes 
for residents 
without losing 
revenue.

In 2014, the 
city generated 
$182,000 from 
the Hanna Busi-
ness Park and 
$140,000 in sales 
tax revenue from 
the Oak Ridge 
North Com-

merce Park, Cates said. Combined the 
parks accounted for about 13 percent of 
the city’s $2.44 million total sales tax 
revenue.

“The property tax differential has 
really helped our property tax base in the 

city, but that increase on our sales tax 
revenue is like icing on the cake,” Cates 
said. “It makes us more competitive and 
attractive in the market because for five 
consecutive years we have dropped our 
property taxes, and one of the reasons is 
because our sales tax keeps going up.”

Oak Ridge North aims to strategically 
encourage development of similar busi-
ness parks within developable land to the 
east of the railroad tracks with the city’s 
recent implementation of a tax increment 
reinvestment zone, Rudy said. 

The TIRZ effect
The TIRZ is a taxing district that was 

created in December by the ORN City 
Council to attract new investment in the 
city and its extraterritorial jurisdiction. 
Rudy said that through the use of TIRZ 
funding mechanisms, the city could 
target development in key areas.

“We can get beyond a single business 
park to the rest of the area that is trying 
to redevelop right now in the same man-
ner and bring more value to the city and 
the county and the region,” Rudy said.

Cates said the strategic planning 
would diversify the city’s sales tax 
portfolio, which has historically been 

DEVELOPMENT

tethered to businesses found along the 
I-45 frontage road. 

“At one point all of our sales tax was 
tied to our I-45 frontage road [busi-
nesses],” Cates said. “Our frontage road 
is thriving, but fortunately we are thriv-
ing toward the back of our city too. We 
have something to balance us.” 

“There is no place you 
can get [light industrial 
facilities] in The 
Woodlands proper, and 
the price of things right 
around ExxonMobil is 
just out of sight.”

— Vicky Rudy, Oak Ridge North city manager

Oak Ridge North has experienced recent 
economic growth due in part to the 
development of the city’s two business 
parks—the Oak Ridge North Commerce Park 
and the Hanna Business Park. City officials and 
real estate agents said the warehousing and 
light to medium industrial facilities available 
at such business parks have been in demand 
following the 2011 announcement of the 
ExxonMobil campus.

Oak Ridge North Commerce Park
Bezares USA, Black Forest Ventures, Belt 
Power, Camp Bow Wow, Dish Network, Energes 
Oilfield Solutions, Hydraulic Systems Inc., 
Nexus Energy Technologies, Praxair, Precision 
Directional Service, Spectrum Catering, 
STS Products, Woodlands Diving Academy, 
Woodlands Elite Cheer, Zuna LLC

Hanna Business Park
Aaron Machine Works, Blair Corporation, 
Dacop International, Farland Music, James 
Walker Oil & Gas, SADL Construction, Zilch Inc.

OAK RIDGE  
NORTH

BUSINESS PARKS

$59.00
HEAT TUNE-UP

(REG. $89)
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC. PER SYSTEM. CANNOT BE 
COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS OR SPECIALS. 

EXPIRES 3-11-15
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER.

Every year the months of  February and 

March take a toll on air conditioning 

companies’ businesses.  It’s the end 

of  winter but not yet summer.  Air 

conditioning contractors stand to lose a 

lot of  money during these historically slow 

months, and it takes them the rest of  the 

year to make it up.

If  they minimize their losses during 

February and March, they can still do well 

the rest of  the year.   So smart contractors 

do what they can to stimulate business 

during these months.

After years of  hoping 

things would be different, 

Bradbury Brothers, 

a well-known and respected HVAC 

contractor in The Woodlands, decided to 

do something to change things instead of  

sitting back and hoping.  They offer what 

they call their “Early Bird Special.” 

They’re able to work with their furnace 

and air conditioner manufacturers 

(also their slow time here in Southeast 

Texas) and get a great buy on furnaces 

AND air conditioners IF THEY BUY 

THE PACKAGE (furnace, coil and air 

conditioner) together.

Here’s how Bradbury Brothers is able to 

give you a $3,000 furnace for only 

$499.  IF YOU BUY THE PACKAGE 

(furnace, coil and air conditioner) they 

are able to give you the furnace for an 

unbelievable low price of  only $499 

(basically the cost of  the 

labor to have it installed).  

It’s the absolute best offer 

they are able to make all 

year.  If  your furnace and air conditioner 

are over ten years old, it’s time for them to 

be  replaced anyways and now’s the time 

to buy.  Buy NOW instead of  waiting till 

it’s hot (and you know it’s coming) and air 

conditioning contractors are busy!

Bradbury Brothers is able to make this 

offer NOW because once the warm 

weather hits and their phones start ringing 

they can go back to their regular pricing.  

The only reason they’re making this 

virtually No-Profi t Offer is to keep their 

great people working and their bills paid 

so they can continue to offer the great 

products and services they’re known for.  

Bradbury Brothers has been heating and 

cooling homes for nearly thirty years.  

Give them a call and take them up on 

this outstanding offer!  They’re local and 

family-owned and operated.   Give them 

a call at 281-528-4947 and let them know 

you’re interested in the $499 Early Bird 

Special!

Contractor Giving Away $3,000 Furnaces for only $499 

…with Early, Off-Season Air Conditioner Purchases!
281.528.4947

131 S Trade Center Parkway 
The Woodlands, TX 77385

YOUR HEATING SPECIALISTS
BradburyBrothers.com

“Smart contractors do what they 
can to stimulate business during 

these months.”
-J Bradbury, HVAC Contractor
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Business park demand
There is similar demand for ware-

housing and light to medium industrial 
facilities in other areas surrounding The 
Woodlands as well, said Aradio Zam-
brano, real estate agent with Woodlands 
Realty Professionals.

Zambrano has promoted the 

get investors to buy property and start 
building warehouse parks in the sur-
rounding arteries like FM 1488, FM 2978 
and FM 2920,” Zambrano said. “I saw 
the need for office condominiums, and I 
am actively seeking to develop between 
four and eight different properties over 

development of office condo-
miniums throughout the area, 
but said he has turned his attention to 
the development of office parks in areas 
near The Woodlands to capitalize on the 
growing demand.

“You can’t build anything inside of 
The Woodlands, so we are trying to 

the next two years.”
Zambrano said he believes the demand 

was fueled by the announcement of the 
ExxonMobil campus, which he said also 
created demand from ancillary busi-
nesses operating in The Woodlands area.

“If ExxonMobil, one of the biggest 
corporations in the world, wants to set 
up shop in The Woodlands [area], then 
there must be something good about it,” 
Zambrano said. “That is prompting com-
panies from all over the world to follow 
suit. Then you have all of the little sucker 
fish coming behind, which are all of the 
small supporting companies.”

High demand at the Hanna Business 
Park, which features retail, office and 
warehouse space, has led to the construc-
tion of new buildings, said Katheryn 
Roberts, real estate agent with Greater 
Houston Commercial Real Estate. 

“There has been a pretty large 
demand,” Roberts said. “Not just for oil 
and gas but for a variety of industries.”

The park features four buildings with 
16,000 square feet of space, along with 
two stand-alone buildings. The park is 
developing Phase 2 at the same location, 
and has also cleared space for build-to-
suit use at a new location on Robinson 
Road, directly across the Oak Ridge 
North Commerce Park, Roberts said.

Hanna Business Park at 26797 Hanna Road has been a key 
economic contributor to the city of Oak Ridge North.

Oak Ridge North Commerce Park has benefited from high 
demand for warehouse, industrial and retail space.

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

Map not to scale

Robinson Rd.

Oak Ridge North Commerce Park

Hanna Business Park
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For more information call 713-840-8880 

WWW.TANGLEWOODWEALTH.COM

Who is nurturing your
RETIREMENT NEST EGG?

THE PEACE OF MIND YOU WANT, THE SECURITY YOU NEED

Tanglewood Wealth 
Management has been 
helping Texas families 
realize their lifelong 
financial goals for the 
past 35 years. If you are 
considering retirement 
or selling your business, 
or your current advisor is 
not providing the service 
you deserve, please  give 
Tanglewood a call.

Who is nurturing your
RETIREMENT NEST EGG?

We provide counsel 
and expertise on:
•  Probate, Estate Administration 
    and Trust administration

•  Drafting Wills, Trusts and 
    Disability Planning Documents

•  Estate, Trust and Charitable Planning

•  Business Planning and Exit Strategies

• Asset Protection Planning

•  Estate and Trust Litigation

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 200 - The Woodlands, TX 77380 
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

 Steven J. Clausen 
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

*

*

Who do you turn to when you have an estate,
business or tax issue? 

You turn to the expert who has handled these complex 
issues for over twenty-fi ve years as a large fi rm partner 

and as the owner of a boutique fi rm.

Source: City of Oak Ridge North 



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com20  NEWS

Popular Woodlands area bar set to 
relocate due to hospital construction
By Frank Rodasky 

Construction of a new 470,000-square-
foot Houston Methodist Hospital campus 
in The Woodlands will cause the reloca-
tion of Tailgators Pub & Grill in the 242 
Crossing shopping center near the inter-
section of Hwy. 242 and I-45 in Conroe. 
According to a bar representative, the 
project will not affect the other business 
tenants in the center, however. 

Business owners in the center said 
customers were under the impression the 
entire building was being demolished 
as part of the hospital project, but the 
businesses there have worked to reassure 
patrons that they are staying.

Mike McCoy, owner of Mike’s Cigar 
Room, was adamant that his business is 
not moving.

“It’s a nasty rumor,” McCoy said. “I’ve 
got six more years on my lease—we’re not 
going anywhere.”

Representatives and employees of the 
other tenants in the 242 Crossing Shop-
ping Center, including Cricket Wireless, 
Charming Charlie’s and A-1 Discount 
Liquor, each said they are not moving and 
the construction does not affect them. 

“Everybody is thinking that the whole 
strip mall is going to be knocked down,” 

said Robert Cortez, operations manager 
for Tailgators. “But that’s not true. Basi-
cally, it’s just our end, and it’s not even 
going to be the whole section here. Just 
enough to give [the hospital] a two-lane 
driveway.”

Debbie Sukin, regional vice president 
and CEO of Houston Methodist, The 
Woodlands Hospital, would not confirm 
whether the Tailgators section of the 
shopping center was being removed to 
accommodate a driveway for the new 
hospital.

“Somewhere on [Hwy.] 242, we’ll have 
an entrance, but the [specifics] of that, 
they’re just not detailed at this time,” she 
said. “We’re in the midst of planning and 
developing and doing construction.”

Cortez confirmed that Tailgators is 
moving and will vacate its location at 
8000 Hwy. 242 on Feb. 21 and move to 
2920 Kuykendahl Road. The bar expects 
to be open again within two weeks. Tail-
gators has another location at 33418 Egypt 
Lane in Magnolia, but Cortez said only 
customers who visit the Hwy. 242 location 
will be affected by the relocation.

“A lot of customers who have been with 
us for a while are going to be very sad to 
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 A portion of the 242 Crossing shopping center, including a section that houses Tailgators Bar & Grill, will 
be removed to make way for an entrance to the upcoming Houston Methodist The Woodlands Hospital.

see us move from here because we’ve been 
here a while,” he said.

The new hospital is part of a $328 mil-
lion development project at the intersec-
tion of Hwy. 242 and I-45 and is expected 
to be completed by early 2017. The new 
facility will be a 290-bed, full-service, 
acute care hospital and is the eighth in the 
Houston Methodist system. 

The Woodlands hospital will be part of 
an overall increase in health care services 
in The Woodlands. Other developments 
include  a new 548,000-square-foot Texas 
Children’s Hospital, with a target open 

date of spring 2017, as well as expansions 
of the Memorial Hermann The Wood-
lands Hospital and St. Luke’s The Wood-
lands facility.

242 Crossing

242

45

242 Crossing shopping center

Make East Shore Your Home

74 East Shore Drive
A magical home overlooking Lake Woodlands in East Shore, this magni� cent estate is exquisite 

in every detail inside and out.  Approximately 9,500 square feet of lush living that you won’t 
believe. Some of the most gorgeous views of the lake available are internalized into most rooms 

of this home. Built by renowned Houston builder, Christopher Sims and designed by Robert 
Dame, this home has the feel of elegance but maintains the warmth and grace of casual living.  

Visit this home at www.74EastShoreDrive.com. O� ered at $4,500,000
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New hotels mean more events, 
revenue for The Woodlands
By Brian Walzel 

Hotel developers are capital-
izing on a growing demand for 
rooms and meeting space in The 
Woodlands area with several 
new projects. In The Woodlands, 
two luxury hotels are expected to 
open by the end of the year.

The Westin, The Woodlands 
is under construction at Water-
way Square and will feature 
302 rooms, while a 205-room 
Embassy Suites hotel is being 
built in Hughes Landing. Both 
are expected to open in the 
fourth quarter of 2015. 

In addition, a $60 mil-
lion renovation project at The 
Woodlands Resort and Confer-
ence Center is nearly complete. 

Gordy Bunch, who serves 
on the board of directors for 
The Woodlands Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, said The 
Woodlands has become an 
attractive location for conven-
tions, events and visitors looking 
to stay overnight. But there have 
traditionally not been enough 
hotel rooms and meeting space 

to accommodate them all.
“Whenever you have a lot of 

convention activity, they tend 
to take up hotel rooms and that 
compresses the inventory, which 
drives up demand,” he said.

Bunch also pointed to events 
such as the Ironman Texas tri-
athlon as well as the popularity 
and multitude of events at The 
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion 
as significant reasons the demand 
for hotel rooms has increased. 

In December, Pollstar Maga-
zine, the concert industry’s 
leading trade publication, 
announced Cynthia Woods 
Mitchell Pavilion ranked second 
in the world among outdoor 
pavilions in ticket sales in 2014. 

“The Pavilion is a huge [busi-
ness] generator for us,” said Fred 
Domenick, general manager 
for The Woodlands Waterway 
Marriott Hotel and Convention 
Center, and CVB board member.

Domenick said the addition 
of more hotels will allow The 
Woodlands to attract more and 
larger conventions, such as those 
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The Westin, The Woodlands is under construction at Waterway Square and is  
expected to open by the end of the year. It will feature 302 guest rooms.
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conducted by national and state-
wide associations.

“There is no question that 
another hotel on the [Wood-
lands] Waterway is going to help 
the convention business in our 
part of the county and our part 
of Houston,” he said. “There has 
been a shortfall of rooms in prox-
imity to [the] convention center 
for a long time.” 

Bunch said the hotel industry 
is a significant economic booster 
for The Woodlands economy. The 
township imposes a 9 percent 
room occupancy tax on all hotel 
room stays in The Woodlands. 

Since 2010, the township’s room 
occupancy tax revenue has risen 
from $3.6 million to $7.2 million, 
a 100 percent increase.

“The addition of new hotels 
raises hotel tax revenue, helps 
pay off bonds, increases aware-
ness of the community and 
lowers the property tax rate,” 
Bunch said.

Since fiscal year 2010, the 
township’s property tax rate has 
decreased from 32.8 cents per 
$100 of property valuation to 25 
cents in fiscal year 2015.

Township Financial Director 
Monique Sharp said the township 

is projecting increased revenue 
from the openings of the Westin 
and Embassy Suites hotels.

She said that by fiscal year 
2017, the township is projected to 
see an additional $1.8 million in 
annual revenue from The Wood-
lands’ two newest hotels, while 
also seeing a 2 percent increase 
from revenue from existing 
hotels.

THE WOODLANDS 
TOWNSHIP

HOTEL  
TAX  

REVENUE

Source: The Woodlands Township

*Projected

GIFT CARD

INCLUDES* 1-HOUR MASSAGE + 1-HOUR FACIAL SESSION**

1699 Research Forest Drive, Suite 
100 Shenandoah, Texas 77380

• Variable interest rate pays a monthly .60%
Annual Percentage Yield (APY) on entire
balance in account. 

– No limit to deposit size.
– Must have $2,500 in the account for the entire statement period to earn the rate.
– Fees could reduce the earnings on account.
– Rate may change after account is opened.

• FREE ONLINE BANKING*

• Unlimited transactions

• All ATM fees automatically refunded
Unlimited ATM fee rebates apply to cash withdrawals using the Integrity Bank Visa  
Debit Card wherever it is accepted nationwide. ATM fee rebates do not apply to 
any fees other than fees assessed for using an ATM to withdraw cash from your 
Integrity Bank account nationwide..

• $100 minimum to open

• No monthly service charge

• Free eStatement available

• Free imaged checks included with statement

Interest rate and Annual Percentage Yield is accurate as of 11/14/2014 and 
is subject to change at any time.

– Internet service provider fees may apply.
– Unlimited transactions - subject to availability of funds.
– Bill Pay is not a free service.

DON’T LIKE THE 
DIRECTION YOUR 
BANK IS GOING?
Open an Integrity 
Checking Account 

Today!

832.562.2250 • IBANKTX.com

*
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Spinning wheels and wishing wells won’t budge your career-car off the driveway.  
Or earn dollars for daycare and dinner. 

Put the sputtering past behind you today.

Rise UP! 

Buckle UP! 

Grab your wheel with both hands and slip your career-car into high gear. 

How? Action. Smart action leads to traction. 

When? Today! Your new success starts with new strategy and new action. Doing the right 
things with the right people at the right time is your solution. 

We’re the right people and today is your day. 

Creating new NO-BS success strategy is our speciality. 

We show you exactly how to be build perpetual success. Personally. 

The first step is super easy. 

Call, text or eMail today.  
Let’s chat about your bright future.

9000 Forest Crossing, The Woodlands, TX

Are Your Kids Counting On You?

Ken Brand, Sales Manager
832-797-1779
KenBrand@GaryGreene.com

Linsey Ehle, Career Coach 
949-939-2514
Linsey.Ehle@GaryGreene.com
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Residents identify concerns, 
priorities in Township survey
By Jesse Mendoza 

The Woodlands residents iden-
tified several key areas of interest 
in The Woodlands Township 
2014 Residential Survey Study. 

The study was conducted by 
the Public Research Group in the 
fall and received 1,395 com-
bined mail, telephone and email 
responses. 

In the survey, residents identi-
fied economic growth, traf-
fic, law enforcement and deed 
restrictions as the key priorities 
in The Woodlands.

With 82 percent of residents 
stating that economic growth is 
either somewhat or very impor-
tant, a vast majority of residents 
support further economic devel-
opment of The Woodlands. 

The Woodlands is expected 
to continue economic growth 
trends during 2015, said Bruce 
Tough, chairman of the town-
ship board of directors. The 
board also decreased the prop-
erty tax rate to 25 cents per $100 
valuation in 2015.

“In 2015, The Woodlands 

Township finds itself in the 
fortunate position of creating 
value for residential and com-
mercial investors,” Tough said 
in a statement. “Growth in the 
community must be continually 
addressed, and we are doing this 
at The Woodlands Township in 
many ways.”

Still, Woodlands residents 
said solutions to traffic concerns 
are the most important area of 
improvement, with 68 percent 
of those polled selecting it as the 
most important issue facing The 
Woodlands. 

While the township does not 
have direct responsibility over 
mobility, township spokesman 
Nick Wolda said that the board 
is overseeing the expansion of 
The Woodlands Express park 
and ride system and Waterway 
trolley.

The Houston-Galveston Area 
Council awarded the township a 
grant to purchase 25 new buses 
for The Woodlands Express as 
the township moves to tweak its 
park and ride system and amend 

COMMUNITY

its bus routes.
Additionally, Montgomery 

County Precinct 3 has com-
pleted improvement work on 15 
intersections throughout The 
Woodlands, which included 
the use of flashing yellow turn 
signals on intersections primar-
ily along Research Forest Drive, 
Lake Woodlands Drive and 
Woodlands Parkway.

About half of polled residents 
stated that they have seen an 
increased law enforcement pres-
ence in their neighborhoods. 
The increased presence stems 
from township efforts to provide 
funding for additional officers 
in the area—an effort that 78 
percent of residents approve of, 
according to the study.

The township plans to add 

nine law enforcement officers 
in District 6, the Montgomery 
County Sheriff’s office district 
that covers The Woodlands.

Survey feedback shows that 
most of the concerns centered on 
restriction enforcement on rental 
properties that are not being 
maintained, and the disparity of 
enforcement between the differ-
ent township villages.

 The Woodlands Township 2014 Residential Survey Study

The Woodlands Demographics

Survey results at a glance Most important issues What people like about  
The Woodlands

POPULATION 

107,000
2014–15 PROPERTY TAX RATE

ESTIMATED SALES 
TAX COLLECTED 

(FISCAL YEAR 2013–14) $0.25 per $100  
of property valuation $43.3 MILLION

CITY SIZE

44
SQUARE  
MILES

The Woodlands Township 2014 resident 
survey results study reveal key findings.

Residents rated the most important issues in 
The Woodlands Township survey study. Here are eight reasons why living in The  

Woodlands Township appeals to residents.

78% An enhanced law 
enforcement presence 
is very important.

67% Deed restriction and 
covenant enforcement 
is very important.

68% Traffic control was the 
most important issue 
facing The Woodlands.

82% Economic development 
is somewhat or very 
important. 

1  Traffic control, congestion 

2  New construction, growth and  
      overdevelopment 

3  Opposition to further annexation

4  Law enforcement, crime and safety 

5  Future governance

6  Taxes too high

7  Overpopulation of schools

8  Quality of schools

1  Beauty of the area and trees

2  Parks, woods, pathways and open space

3  Quality of life

4  It is safe

5  Shopping, restaurants and entertainment

6  Family atmosphere

7  Quiet and peaceful

8  Friendly neighbors and people

Source: The Woodlands Township

Wells Fargo Private Bank provides financial services and products through Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. and its affiliates. Deposit and loan products offered through Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC.  
Insurance products are available through Insurance subsidiaries of Wells Fargo & Company and are underwritten by non-affiliated Insurance Companies. Not available in all states.  The team members 
denoted by (*) are employed by and registered with Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC and are not employees of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors,  
LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and separate non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. © 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. NMLSR ID 399801. CAR-1114-04136

Wealth Planning n Banking n Trust n Investments n Insurance | wellsfargoprivatebank.com

Wells Fargo Private Bank offers the dedicated attention of our regional team backed  
by the strength, innovation and resources of the larger Wells Fargo organization.  
We instill confidence in our clients by devising a strategy based on their unique needs 
while leveraging our national resources to extend the impact of their wealth, now and 
over time.

To learn more about how your local Wells Fargo Private Bank office can help you,  
please contact: 
Jeffrey H. Shipley 
Regional Managing Director 
281-681-4140 
jeffrey.h.shipley@wellsfargo.com

(Left to right) Seated: Melissa Greer, Senior Private Banker; Clay Tarro, Wealth Advisor; Allison Gregory, Senior Fiduciary Specialist; 
Jeffrey H. Shipley, Regional Managing Director; Mary Arnold, Senior Private Banker; Aimee Chester, Wealth Advisor;  
Jeanette Allan, Financial Advisor*; Standing: Lisa Butler, Administrative Assistant; Sharon Parker, Administrative Assistant;  
Beth DeGroot, Wealth Advisor Client Associate; David Powell, Senior Investment Strategist; William H. Murphy,  
Financial Advisor*; Rodolfo Q. Garcia, Private Banker; Dawn Bremer, Investment Management Associate;  
Diane Hilden, Private Banker Client Associate

Regional support backed by 
institutional strength
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Contact us today for more information 

18 Glensheen Way - Carlton Woods Nicklaus 
Gorgeous custom French inspired build by Rohe & Wright 
in Carlton Wood Nicklaus. Groin & barrel ceilings, 
climatized wine vault, wet bar with leather tile floors, brick 
interior accent wall, 5 bedrooms, 2 on first floor,  including 
master & guest suite. Game & exercise rooms, additional 
study or artist studio up.  Home Theatre with projector/
surround sound & 108'' screen stays! Attached garages 
provide 7 spaces; 5 Star appliances including Sub-Zero 
and Wolff brand. Pool & separate hot tub! 

www.18Glensheen.com  offered at $2,195,000 

Featured Carlton Woods Estates 
Offered by The Kink Team Realty 

2 Winslow Way - Carlton Woods Nicklaus 
Beautifully situated on the 6th hole of the Nicklaus Golf 
Course, this Custom Croix Mediterranean style home 
boasts 6 bedrooms (4 down) great for a growing family 
and/or mother-in-law suite. Media & game room 
compliment the 2nd floor with additional 2 bed rooms plus 
flex space. Dream kitchen with large islands, custom teak 
accents, study, library & both formals make this home 
perfect for entertaining. Pool, spa & summer kitchen 
create the perfect backyard retreat. Private gated entry to 
the motor court; 3 car garage; many more features. 

www.2Winslow.com  offered at $2,495,000 
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Township takes on more aggressive 
streetscape maintenance efforts
By Brian Walzel 

The Woodlands Township will spend 
$1.2 million more this year than it has in 
past years to clean up roadside  
landscaping and neighborhood cul-de-
sacs, but how those areas will be improved 
remains to be seen. In all, the township 
will spend about $3 million in 2015 on 
community maintenance efforts. 

The township board of directors in  
September approved the additional 
money for streetside and community 
maintenance in its 2014–15 budget. 

John Powers, township director of com-
munity services, said the funds were allo-
cated after several Woodlands residents 
approached the township over the past 
year with concerns over its maintenance 
program, asking the township to improve 
the aesthetics of the community.

“There were a number of residents who 
came to public board meetings or who 
contacted the board who felt like the 
small islands should be maintained by the 
township instead of individuals who lived 
around the cul-de-sac,” Powers said.

The new maintenance efforts task the 
township to maintain the more than 1,400 
cul-de-sacs throughout The Woodlands.

College Park Village President Ted 

Stanley said he would prefer the cul-de-
sacs be maintained by residents who live 
on the street rather than the township.

“The Woodlands is supposed to be a 
natural, nonmanicured forest,” he said. 
“This could put an increased burden on 
the township and sometime down the 
road could increase taxes to pay for it.”

 As the season in which the town-
ship begins mowing and maintenance 
approaches, Powers said the department 
is seeking clarity from the board as to 
how those areas should be spruced up.

“[The community services department] 
will seek some direction from the board 
as to what they want the standards to 
be—how many times per year [to perform 
the maintenance], what level of mainte-
nance they want to see, how we go about 
contracting that,” he said. “We really 
don’t start doing community mainte-
nance until March or April.”

Powers said one of the issues facing the 
department in the upkeep of cul-de-sacs 
is each one of them could be different, 
with improved amenities such as benches 
or gazebos. 

“At the beginning of The Woodlands, 
George Mitchell wanted the residents 
to gather around the cul-de-sacs to 
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The Woodlands Township will spend about $3 million in 2015 to improve its streetside maintenance.

maintain and improve [them], and we 
still encourage that,” he said. “There is a 
good number [of residents] that do and a 
good number that don’t. Our dilemma is 
going to be that there are 1,400 different 
situations.”

The township is also looking to improve 
the appearance of some of the commu-
nity’s medians and adopt a more frequent 
mowing schedule. 

Powers said the township board will 
have to decide how best to service road-
way medians. 

The township has contracted with 

Brickman Group to provide its landscap-
ing, mowing and maintenance work. 
Powers said the company has traditionally 
mowed the greenspace along roadways 
every 14 to 17 days. However, in years that 
experience more rainfall, a more aggres-
sive mowing schedule is likely needed.

“The roadside mowings were done on 
an as-needed basis, but that grass literally 
can grow 4–5 inches per day,” he said. 
“Within a week it’s already a foot tall 
again. In the event that the grass is getting 
ahead of us, we now have the ability to 
add more frequent [mowing] rotations.”

Find your 
    rhythm

Nestled among the bustling tempo of South Montgomery County, you’ll find a composed way  
of life in this pitch perfect master-planned community. Exceptional mobility is a high note due  
to Harmony’s convenient location. You’ll find nearby shopping, dining and entertainment right  
at your front door. Paired with onsite schools and first-class amenities, Harmony is perfectly  
tuned to every family’s lifestyle. So listen to your heart, visit Harmony today. 

  

EXXON
MOBIL

CAMPUS

Homes from the $250s-$600s
H A R M O N Y - T X . C O MSounds like home.

Prices and availablity are subject to change without notice. 2/15 
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Stray animals cause overcrowding at local shelters
By Shawn Arrajj

As the Montgomery County Animal 
Control Authority attempts to deal with 
an increase in stray animal sightings in 
The Woodlands area and the county as 
a whole, local shelters are struggling to 
accommodate all the animals they take in.

The capacity for pets at the Montgom-
ery County Animal Shelter—a nonprofit 
dedicated to finding homes for abandoned 
animals—is around 285 for cats and 435 
for dogs. However, it is not uncommon for 
the organization to exceed those levels. 
A significant portion of those animals—
roughly one-third of intakes in 2014—are 
euthanized, with reasons ranging from 
illness to lack of space, said Minda Har-
ris, director of the Montgomery County 
Animal Shelter.

MCAS sees roughly 24,000 dogs and 
cats come in yearly. The number of pets 
taken in varies from one day to the next, 
but typically averages more than 50 and it 
is not uncommon to be higher than 100. 

Total numbers fluctuated through-
out 2014, but the 

shelter’s 123 
cats and 388 

dogs as of Jan. 26 are still up from the 95 
cats and 330 dogs the shelter housed at this 
time last year. Housing numbers peaked in 
2014 in August, when cats were 60 above 
capacity and dogs were 36 above capacity.

Statistics from Montgomery County 
Animal Control show complaints have 
nearly doubled since 2010, from around 
13,000 per year to 24,500 per year. The 
authority is responsible for the enforce-
ment of rabies control, animal restraint 
and handling wild and dangerous animals, 
as well as animal cruelty investigations. 

Officials have reported an increase in 
wild dog sightings particularly around 
residential areas in The Woodlands and 
urge residents not to leave food out for 
them. Once captured by Animal Control, 
dogs tend to lose the pack mentality and 
become adoptable pets, Harris said.

MCAS statistics show about two-thirds 
of pets that come to the organization are 
strays. Pets brought in by owners who do 
not want them or can no longer care for 
them make up another 27 percent. The 
reasons for the increase in stray animals 
are varied, said Laura McConnell, director 
at the Lone Star Animal Welfare League in 

Montgomery County.
“The primary reason is because we have 

far too many people who are not respon-
sible pet owners and refuse to have [pets 
spayed and neutered],” she said. “The poor 
pets that end up with such owners then 
continue to breed, and multiple litters of 
puppies either end up being dumped in our 
shelters or dumped in our streets.”

McConnell said addressing the problem 
ultimately falls to officials with the county. 
She suggested offering incentives to have 
pets fixed or implementing pet licensing 
for pet owners with fees assessed to owners 
of unlicensed pets. She said responsible 
owners who cannot afford the surgery can 
find help at nonprofits such as LSAWL.

“We need to pursue a full-scale effort 
to decrease the numbers of dogs and cats 
ending up languishing in our shelters or 
dying in the street,” she said. “They are 
man’s best friends. They deserve much bet-
ter than that.”
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Overall intakes at the Montgomery County Animal Society hover around 24,000 
per year, but the organization still struggles to house all the animals it takes 
in. Total pets exceeded capacity regularly throughout 2014, but numbers are 
particularly high in the summer months.PET RESCUE

INTAKE 
TOTALS

2014 ANIMAL CONTROL COMPLAINTS

2014 CATS AND DOGS SHELTERED

INTAKE OUTCOME

2014 INTAKE AND OUTCOMES

2014 ANIMAL INTAKE TOTAL 
1,600
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Roughly two-thirds of pets taken in by MCAS are strays. Adoption was 
the most likely outcome for pets in 2014, but euthanasia was also a fairly 
common fate.

STRAY ANIMALS: 67.7%
OWNER SURRENDER: 27%
ADOPTION RETURN: 4%
SICK/INJURED WILDLIFE: 1%
SEIZED BY POLICE: 0.3%
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24 Hours/ 
7 days a week

Why wait in 
crowded emergency 

departments? 
Priority Emergency Room 

has the same services 
from the same doctors in a 

fraction of the time!

Your Health Is 
Our PRIORITY

Free Gift Card
With Patient Visit to Priority ER*With Patient Visit to Priority ER*

*some exclusions may apply. Only 
accepted at Woodlands and 

Katy locations. Expires 3/31/15

Free Gift Card
Present this ad to receive

832.299.2500  
priorityER.com
3759 FM 1488, Suite 500
The Woodlands, Tx 77384

For more information on how to donate, adopt, 
volunteer or become a foster parent, visit the 
Montgomery County Animal Shelter website at   
www.mcaspets.org or the Lone Star Animal Welfare 
League at www.lsawl.org.
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   New 3 & 4 Bedroom Homes

   $10,000 Worth of Upgrades

   Appliances Included

   Detached Garages

   Gated Entrance

   Swimming Pool

F E A T U R E S  I N C L U D E
Enjoy your new lakeside home today!
LGI Homes at Lake Breeze rewards 
homeowners with an amenity rich
community and affordable new homes. 

www.LGIHomes.com/LakeBreeze
(866) 341-9849 EXT 1181

Don’t wait, call now for an appointment!   Open 7 days a week - 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

*P&I. Price $163,900 at 4.25% Fixed, 30 Year Term, OAC. Prices and rates are subject to change without notice. Home pictured may not be available at the lowest advertised price.

Own a New
Home for /mo.

$799 *
NO DOWN PAYMENT REQUIRED!

COTTAGE
STYLE

LAKESIDE
HOMES!

Hours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 P.MHours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 P.M

127 Sawdust Road Suite A
Spring, Texas 77380

281-292-1133

1351 W. Davis Street
Conroe, Texas 77304

936-539-2050

Order Online at KolacheFactortyToGo.com

1 FREE 
Sausage & Cheese or 

Cream Cheese Kolache
on Valentine’s Day

Excludes specialty items such as Crossiants or Polish 
Varieties. One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated 

or copied. Cannot be combined with any other off er. Not 
valid for online ordering. Off er expires 03/11/2015.

Original Coupon valid only, copies not accepted.

Buy 6 Kolaches & 
Get 6 FREE!

Equal or Lesser Value
Excludes specialty items such as Crossiants or Polish 

Varieties. One coupon per customer. May not be 
duplicated or copied. Cannot be combined with any 

other off er. Not valid for online ordering.
 Off er expires 03/11/2015.

Original Coupon valid only, copies not accepted.

1 FREE small coff ee
with the purchase of  any 2 

or more Kolaches”
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated 

or copied. Cannot be combined with any other off er. 
Not valid for online ordering.
 Off er expires 03/11/2015.

Original Coupon valid only, copies not accepted.

World Affairs Council
Of Houston

JOIN THE CONVERSATION 
ON WORLD EVENTS

In these challenging times, 
and with so much going on in 
the world, it is more important 
than ever to stay active in our 
community and engaged with the 
world. Membership in the Council 
makes this easy and enjoyable. 
We bring you information, 
friendships, and an important 
connection to Houston's 
international community.

JOIN US FOR THE 
WOODLANDS 
PROGRAMS SERIES

THE WOODLANDS PROGRAM SERIES

TIME:

Registration 6:30 p.m.
Program 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.

LOCATION:

The Performing Arts Center
The John Cooper School
One John Cooper Drive, The Woodlands

REGISTRATION

713-522-7811
rsvp@wachouston.org
www.wachouston.org

Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine:  
Implications for Transatlantic Security

Ian Brzezinski, The Atlantic Council

Monday, February 23, 2015
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Riley named interim president of 
LSC–Montgomery in January

Restaurant Row tenants named

By Jesse Mendoza
The Lone Star College System has 

named Rebecca Riley interim president 
of the Montgomery campus to replace 
Austin Lane, who was recently promoted 
to LSC executive vice chancellor. 

Riley stepped into the role Jan. 15 and 
is managing the campus during the tran-
sition period between presidents. 

During her time as interim president 
Riley will manage ongoing projects, such 
as the planned general education center 
in Magnolia, that stem from the passage 
of a $485 million bond initiative that was 
voters approved Nov. 5. 

In her first days as interim president, 
Riley began initial meetings regarding 
the development of the Magnolia Center.

Additionally, Riley will also be charged 
with maintaining operations and public 
relations during the transition period.

“There has been a lot of turnover 
within this college in general with some 
of the vice presidents and, of course, the 
president position,” Riley said. “A lot of 
folks are doing double duty and working 
very hard to make sure our instructional 
quality and our community partnerships 
stay very strong.”

By Brian Walzel
The Woodlands Development Com-

pany continues to lock in tenants for its 
planned Restaurant Row, a boardwalk-
style dining district in the Hughes Land-
ing development on Lake Woodlands.

Whole Foods Market has announced 
it will open its first Woodlands location 
March 18. The grocer, which specializes 
in natural and organic foods, will open at 
1925 Hughes Landing Blvd.

The 40,000-square-foot Woodlands 
location of Whole Foods will be the 10th 
in the Greater Houston area. 

“Local residents have expressed strong 
interest in having a Whole Foods Market 
in The Woodlands,” said Paul Layne, 
executive vice president of master-
planned communities for The Howard 
Hughes Corporation. 

On Jan. 26, the Development Company 
announced construction will begin this 
spring on Truluck’s, an upscale restau-
rant that offers seafood, steaks and crab 
from around the world. The Woodlands 
location, which is scheduled to open in 
the fall, will be Truluck’s 10th in the 
country and second in the Houston area.

Joining Truluck’s on Restaurant Row 
will be Del Frisco’s Grille, Escalante’s 
Fine Tex-Mex, California Pizza Kitchen 
and Local Pour. 

Alex Sutton, co-president of the 
Development Company, said some of the 
amenities at Hughes Landing will begin 
opening this spring. Also announced was 
a Starbucks to be located on the first floor 
of One Lake’s Edge, a 390-unit luxury 
apartment complex. Starbucks will open 
in March. 

BRIEFS

Meanwhile, the 
LSCS is soliciting 
candidates for the 
permanent Mont-
gomery campus 
president position 
and will interview 
finalists in late 
March, Chancellor 
Steve Head said. 

Because of the 
ongoing bond election projects, the sys-
tem is looking for an administrator who 
understands financial management and 
has higher education experience, he said.

“We are looking for someone who has 
administrative experience in higher edu-
cation, preferably in community college,” 
Head said. “We want somebody who can 
demonstrate a knowledge in finance—
they need to know how to do budgets. 
We want somebody who knows con-
struction because we have $40 million in 
[planned] construction in Montgomery 
and the Magnolia Center.” 

The LSC–Montgomery president will 
oversee operations of the 13,000-student 
campus, as well as participate in manage-
ment of the college system, Head said.
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Hughes Landing will feature Restaurant Row, a boardwalk-style dining district on Lake Woodlands.

Rebecca Riley

BETTER MEMORY CARE.  
BY DESIGN.
Autumn Leaves of The Woodlands provides a safe, secure environment  
for  those living with Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia.

Since memory care is all we do, you can rest assured that your loved one  
 is well taken care of and surrounded by specially trained professionals 
 that understand the demands and needs of our residents.
 

“We are so grateful to Autumn Leaves,  
our mother is loved and well cared for  
by an extraordinary group of people.”

– an Autumn Leaves family member

AUTUMN LEAVES OF THE WOODLANDS
10700 Montfair Blvd. | The Woodlands, TX  77382 | ID# 104378

(832) 764-5324  |  AutumnLeaves.com

CALL US TODAY TO SCHEDULE A TOUR.
(832) 764-5324

POURING

H A P P Y  H O U R
LUNCH • DINNER
& LATE NIGHT
L I V E  M U S I C
N O  C O V E R
fb.com/LocalPourWoodlands
NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

1900 Hughes Landing Blvd. • localpourhouston.com

IN THE WOODLANDS

MARCH 2015
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For more information please 

call 281-681-0400 or visit 

us at GracepointHomes.com

WE BUILDcommunity

At Gracepoint Homes, we believe the foundation of an exceptional home rests not merely on its concrete footprint, but in the  

vitality of the community surrounding it. It is our foremost goal that Gracepoint homeowners have ample opportunity to find  

both the community tailored to them and a quality home that will be perfect for years to come.

We choose premier locations throughout the Houston-area that provide the perfect compliment to our array of  

architectural styles. From Southern traditional estates nestled in the forest, to luxurious lakeside Mediterranean villas  

with scenic golf course views, you can expect to find a lifestyle that is as distinctive as you are. At Gracepoint Homes,  

we don’t just build homes, we build communities.
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61. LAKESIDE COVE 
 From the $670s

2. MARION 
 From the $650s

3. LILY 
 From the $620s

4. GRAND MARION 
 From the $710s

5. STILLWATER
 Coming Soon!

6. WRIGHT’S LANDING 
 From the $270s

7. MADELINE 
 From the $440s

8. REBEKAH 
 Coming Soon!

9. THE POINT  
 Coming Soon!

Visit one of Gracepoint’s beautiful Houston-area 
master-planned communities today!

Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. 2/15
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CONROE ISD The district has earned a 
FAST five-star rating for student perfor-
mance and low spending from the Texas 
Comptroller of Public Accounts. 
FAST, or the Financial Allocation Study for 
Texas, is a system that uses an index score 
to determine which districts are eligible for 
the recognition. 

Conroe ISD Director of Communica-
tions Sarah Wood said FAST takes into 
consideration a district’s academic, finan-
cial and demographic data and recognizes 
school districts and campuses throughout 
Texas that produce high academic achieve-
ment while maintaining cost-effective 
operations.

SAM HOUSTON STATE  
UNIVERSITY The new nursing wing at 
SHSU The Woodlands accepted 20 new 
students in January into Phase 1 of its 
Nursing Skills program, said Janet Mull-
ings director of the SHSU Woodlands 
Center. 
   The school’s program enables nurses who 
have already earned their license to take 
abbreviated courses to obtain their Bach-
elor of Science in Nursing degrees.
Mullings said the nursing program will 
eventually include 80 students, or four 
cohorts of 20 students. 

Lisa Ward, SHSU The Woodlands 
administrative associate, said the new 
nursing wing includes an administrative 
suite with several offices, a skills lab, eight 
beds for students to practice nursing skills, 
and a lab with high–fidelity mannequins. 

LONE STAR COLLEGE SYSTEM  
The system has begun construction on 
its new 15-acre Creekside Park campus 
on West New Harmony Trail, west of 
Kuykendahl Road. 

Executive Director of Relations Ronnie 
Pickard said LSCS will move into the 
building in November with enrollment 
beginning next year. 

“We’ve been meeting with architects 
and interior designers,” he said. “That’s 
all underway. We hope everything will 
be open in January so that we can start 
registration and the entire process as far 
as classes in January.”

Pickard said classes at Creekside will 
be geared toward the oil and gas industry 
with energy-related initiatives. Classes 

will likely include accounting, marketing 
and petroleum analysis. Students at Lone 
Star Creekside will be able to transfer 
their associate degrees toward a four-year 
degree.

“What we’re looking at right now is 
we’re very cognizant, monitoring the oil 
and gas industry, and how the price of oil 
will impact the energy sector and Hous-
ton area,” Pickard said. 

CONROE ISD The district extended 
Superintendent Don Stockton’s contract 
through 2019. Stockton was appointed to 
be Conroe ISD’s superintendent in 2003 
and has 29 years of experience with the 
district. 

Stockton’s contract now pays him 
$343,000 annually. 

Stockton earned the 2004 Texas Coun-
seling Association Layperson Exemplary 
Service award. He was named Educator 
of the Month by Texas School Business 

in March 2005. In 2007 the superinten-
dent was honored by Interfaith of The 
Woodlands. 

He was named the Education Service 
Center Region VI Superintendent of the 
Year in 2007 and South Montgomery 
County Woodlands Chamber of Com-
merce Citizen of the Year in 2008. 

 “I look forward to continuing to help 
Conroe ISD be academically high-
performing and financially efficient,” 
Stockton said. 

EDUCATION NOTES
News from Conroe ISD, Lone Star College System and Sam Houston State University Compiled by Julie Butterfield

Conroe ISD earns 
accolades for low 
spending, student 
performance

SHSU The Woodlands 
opens nursing program

LSCS begins 
construction on 
Creekside campus

CISD extends superintendent’s contract

Conroe ISD
3205 W. Davis St., Conroe
936-709-7751
www.conroeisd.net
Feb. 17, 6 p.m. and March 24, 6 p.m.

Lone Star College System
Training and Development Center
5000 Research Forest Drive,  
The Woodlands
832-813-6514 • www.lonestar.edu
March 5 (time to be determined), April 2 
(time to be determined)

Meetings

Lone Star College System’s Creekside campus will offer courses geared toward the oil and gas industry.
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Sam Houston State University The Woodlands 
opened a nursing wing in January. 
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Director of Nursing Labs at SHSU The 
Woodlands Judy Upshaw said the manne-
quins can simulate real conditions, such as 
pregnancy, blood pressure and a heart beat. 
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Be Healthy. Be Happy. Be Connected.
Homes from the $200s-Millions

WoodforestTx.com

Your pursuit of a healthy lifestyle begins at Woodforest. With more than

700 acres dedicated to parks, hike and bike trails, sports fields and open areas, 

Woodforest leaves no stone unturned. Whether you start your day taking the

family dog to Admiral Bark Park, or bringing the kids to one of our

themed playgrounds, Woodforest is sure to stimulate an active

and happy lifestyle while connecting you with

your family, neighbors, and new friends. With over 3,000 acres

of rolling terrain, we are confident you can and will  find the

home you desire — surrounded by the nourishing sense

of community your family deserves.

I can.  I will.

Prices and availabilitiy are subject to change without notice.
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

INSIDE THE TEXAS LEGISLATURE   

HOUSE COMMITTEE SENATE COMMITTEE

BILL INTRODUCED

• Committee membership is determined 
by seniority or speaker of the House 
appointment.

• Each committee is assigned a different 
subject matter and receives bills from the 
speaker of the House based on subject.

• Committee membership is determined 
by the lieutenant governor.

• Each committee is assigned bills from 
the lieutenant governor.

Bill placed on 
a calendar 
for House 

consideration

Bills listed in order 
reported; however, 
bills do not have to 
be brought up for 

discussion in order of 
Intent Calendar

Speaker of the House 
signs in front of House

Bill returned to original chamber; can be 
overridden by Senate and House vote

Lieutenant governor 
signs in front of Senate

FLOOR DEBATE (2ND OR 3RD READINGS) 

GOVERNOR

FLOOR DEBATE (2ND OR 3RD READINGS)

AMENDMENT 
TO BILL

House votes 
to approve

AMENDMENT 
TO BILL

Senate votes 
to approve

CALENDAR 
COMMITTEE

CALENDAR TYPES

VETOES BILL

A legislator, committee, or special interest group drafts a 
bill that must be limited to a single subject. The bill is then 
introduced to either a House or Senate committee.HOW A BILL

A LAW

TAKE A LOOK BEHIND THE SCENES

NO ACTION 
TAKEN

A bill can be 
halted at any point 

in the legislative 
process

NO ACTION 
TAKEN

BILL REPORT 
ISSUED

• Recommends 
passage; or

• Adds amendments; or 

• Substitutes new bill

BILL REPORT 
ISSUED

• Recommends 
passage; or

• Adds amendments; or 

• Substitutes new bill

• Daily (new bills)
• Supplemental  

(3rd reading,  
postponed bills)

• Local, consent 
and resolution 
(noncontroversial bills)

• Congratulatory, 
memorial  
(ceremonial bills)

NO AMENDMENT 
TO BILL

Secretary of state 
certifies bill’s passage

NO AMENDMENT 
TO BILL

Chief clerk certifies 
bill’s passage

INTENT 
CALENDAR

ITEM 

#1

BILL IS ENROLLED AND PREPARED FOR SIGNING

SIGNS BILL DOES NOTHINGOR
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THE SENATE SENDS THE BILL TO THE HOUSE

BILL HAS BEEN PASSED BY HOUSE AND SENATE

AMENDMENT: A change or 
addition to a bill
BILL: A proposed law 
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE: 
Five senators and five 
representatives who meet to 
resolve differences between 
a Senate and a House version     
of the same bill
FILIBUSTER: A tactic used to 
kill a bill or delay a vote in the 
Senate; a senator holds the 
floor by talking, without sitting 
down or leaving his or her desk
LOBBYIST: A person who 
meets with legislators to 
influence bills
MAJORITY: Vote of more than 
50 percent
OVERRIDE: Legislature can 
override a governor’s veto of a 
bill with a two-thirds vote from 

each chamber—the House of 
Representatives and Senate
QUORUM: Number of 
members required to 
officially start a meeting; 
two-thirds membership in 
either the Senate or House of 
Representatives
RESOLUTION: Used to 
propose an amendment to the 
Texas Constitution; can also 
take care of housekeeping 
functions of Legislature; 
statement of congratulations 
or honor
SPEAKER: Presiding officer of 
the House of Representatives
TERM: The length of time a 
political official may serve 
once elected
VETO: Governor’s rejection  
of a bill

Sources: Texas Legislature Online, Texas Legislative Council, Texas Senate, Texas House of Representatives
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L E G I SL AT I V E

In Texas the lieutenant governor serves a four-year term, presides 
over the Senate, appoints Senate committee members and has the 
power to break a tie vote. With the Speaker of the House, he or she 
jointly chairs the Legislative Budget Board—which recommends 
budgets for all state government agencies—and is vice chairperson 
of the Legislative Audit Committee and Education Board.

The lieutenant governor also serves as governor if the governor 
dies, resigns, is absent from the state or is removed from office.

The minimum age for an individual to take the office of lieutenant 
governor is 30 years old, and he or she must be a Texas resident for 
five years as well as a U.S. citizen.

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR?

ANSWERS: 1) Courage (red), purity or liberty (white), loyalty (blue) • 2) 150 • 3) 31 • 4) About 59 years old • 5) $7,200 per year during legislative sessions, 6) 21 • 7) 10 • 8) Senators serve four-year 
terms and members of the House of Representatives serve two-year terms • 9) 1977; 44 hours • 10) The House of Representatives and the Senate must each vote to veto • 11) 140 days • 12) 1845

TEXAS
TRIVIA

What do the three colors of 
the Texas flag represent?1

What was the average age of 
Senate members in the 83rd 
Legislature?

4

How many days does the 
governor have to sign a bill 
into law?

7

Which chamber(s) can override 
the governor’s veto of a bill by 
a two-thirds vote?

10

When was the Texas 
Constitution adopted?12

How many members 
does the Texas House of 
Representatives have?

2

What is the pay rate for 
members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives?

5

How long are terms for senators 
and representatives?8

How many members does 
the Texas Senate have?3

What is the mandatory minimum 
age for a member of the House 
of Representatives?

6

When did the longest 
filibuster occur in Texas, and 
how long did it last?

9

How long is the Texas 
Legislature’s regular session?11

Compiled by Leslee Bassman • Design by Erin Behncke

A bill can be 
halted at any point 

in the legislative 
process

Bill becomes a law

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter at @impactnews_wdl and search 
for #CITxLege, or visit communityimpact.com
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As construction of the Grand Parkway and the nearby 
ExxonMobil campus continues, development along Riley Fuzzel 
Road continues to grow. The corridor is experiencing residential 
growth throughout various communities, and commercial 
growth with the addition of a new H-E-B and Walmart as well 
as retail and office space developments. The corridor is also 
experiencing an influx of transportation projects that aim to 
alleviate traffic congestion near those construction projects.
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DEVELOPMENT HIGHLIGHTS
Ongoing development in the Riley Fuzzel Road area

Compiled by Jesse Mendoza

Construction of the Grand Parkway and the nearby ExxonMobil campus has catalyzed development along the Riley Fuzzel Road corridor. 
Crews continue to develop the Grand Parkway along Riley Fuzzel Road and expect to finish the project by the end of the year.
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An H-E-B location is under construction at the southwest intersection of Riley Fuzzel and Rayford Roads. The development is a part of a 67-
acre tract of commercial land under development that includes a Walmart, mixed-use shopping centers and medical office space.

Je
ss

e 
M

en
d

o
za

1

2



The Woodlands Edition • February 2015 NEWS  35

Compiled by Jesse Mendoza

The Toll Brothers are developing Woodson’s Reserve, a 692-acre master-planned community along Riley Fuzzel Road. Homebuilders will 
include Perry Homes, Meritage Homes and Taylor Morrison Homes.
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Watermark at Harmony features 308 residential units and is under 
development at the northwest corner of the Rayford Road and 
Discovery Creek Boulevard intersection.
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Home construction continues at the Harmony master-planned 
community. Harmony will feature homes ranging from $250,000 to 
$600,000, and amenities such as parks and an aquatics complex. 
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Ann K. Snyder Elementary School opened for the 2013–14 school 
year at 28601 Birnham Woods Drive and serves 815 students.
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Homes continue to be built in Benders Landing Estates, which features 
private lakes, parks and trails, a fitness center and a resort-style pool. 
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It works for banking on  
your busy schedule

* Availability may be affected by your mobile device’s coverage area.
© 2015 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. All rights reserved. (1232052_14073)

At Wells Fargo it’s easy to get your banking done 
when and where it works for you — so you can focus 
on running your business. We offer:

• �More�than�12,000�ATMs�and�approximately� 
6,200 retail banking stores coast to coast

• �Phone�bankers�who�are�available� 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week

• �Wells Fargo Business Online® with  
Bill�Pay,�Mobile Banking,�Mobile�Deposit,� 
and�Direct�Pay*

Reach�us�your�way�—�stop�by,�call�a�local�banker,�
or visit wellsfargo.com/appointments to make 
an appointment.

1232052_14073 

10x6.04�

4C

1232052_14073 10x6.04 4C.indd   1 1/23/15   1:22 PM
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16 Talent show auditions
Teens ages 13–18 from throughout 

The Woodlands and Montgomery County 
have an opportunity to showcase their 
talents. Acts will be judged on overall appeal, 
showmanship, audience interaction and 
talent. Applications are due by 5 p.m. Feb. 
13, and the talent show is on March 14.  
6–9 p.m. Free. Recreation Center, 5310 
Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands.  
281-210-3950

20 Economic Outlook Conference
The Woodlands Area Chamber 

of Commerce brings together hundreds 
of local businesses, community leaders, 
speakers and residents in this event to 
discuss economic trends locally as well as 
across the state and nation. Sponsorships 
on several levels are available. 8 a.m.–1 p.m.  
$145 (chamber member), $175 (nonchamber 
member). The Woodlands Waterway Marriott 
Hotel and Convention Center,  
1601 Lake Robbins Drive,  
The Woodlands. 281-367-5777.  
www.woodlandschamber.org

21 through 22 
 ‘My Son Pinocchio’

Class Act Productions presents the Disney 
musical “My Son Pinocchio,” which tells 
the story of Geppetto the toymaker and his 
wooden puppet that becomes his son. The 
musical is told from Geppetto’s perspective 
and features some of the original movie’s 
beloved songs such as “When You Wish 
Upon a Star” as well as new numbers. 2:30 
p.m., 7:30 p.m. (Feb. 21), 2:30 p.m. (Feb. 
22). $17–$30. Nancy Bock Center, 3800 S. 
Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands.  
281-292-6779.  
www.classactproductions.org

21 Empty Bowls project
The John Cooper School’s 10th 

annual event helps fight hunger in the 
community and has raised $55,000 for 
hunger relief since its inception. Attendees 
enjoy bowls of soup and can bid in a silent 
auction, view student-made art and take 
home a student-made soup bowl. Proceeds 
benefit the Interfaith Food Pantry and efforts 
to solve hunger in Montgomery County. 
10:30 a.m.–2 p.m. $10. John Cooper School, 
1 John Cooper Drive, The Woodlands.  
281-367-0900. www.johncooper.org

21 Suits and Boots
Wear a swimsuit and boots at Top 

Golf’s annual party. Each playing bay is 

Through 21 
Katy ISD Livestock Show and 
Rodeo Katy ISD’s 72nd annual 

event features several competitions, including 
bull riding, barrel racing, bronco riding and 
calf roping as well as a variety of animal 
shows, food, auction and a carnival. The 
event features a parade with dozens of floats 
from community and school organizations. 
7 p.m. $5 (rodeo entry, children ages 3–10), 
$10 (rodeo entry, adults ages 11 and up). L.D. 
Robinson AG Pavilion, 6301 S. Stadium Lane, 
Katy. www.katyrodeo.org
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12 Valentine’s Day party
Participants can enjoy Valentine’s Day 

activities with the little one at Kidville. There 
is a live performance, snacks, art projects, 
open play in the gym and other activities. 
1–2:30 p.m. $5 (adult members), $10 (youth 
members), $8 (adult nonmembers), $15 
(youth nonmembers). Kidville, 4747 Research 
Forest Drive, The Woodlands.  
281-651-5403.  
www.kidville.com/thewoodlands

12 Walk in the Woods
A part of the Nature Lecture Series, 

the event educates attendees on the species 
of local snakes and explains which ones are 
harmless or venomous. Snake expert Mike 
Howlett, who works as a herpetologist in the 
Harris County Precinct 4 Parks Department, 
leads the lecture. 7 p.m. Free. McCullough 
Junior High School, 3800 S. Panther Creek 
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-210-3800

13 through 14  
Splash into Savings

The spring sales event by Just Between 
Friends offers bargains on children’s 
and maternity items, including clothes, 
shoes, toys and games. A portion of the 
proceeds benefit nonprofit Northwest 
Assistance Ministries, which helps those 
in need in the Greater Houston area. 
Donations of gently used clothing and 
other items are accepted. 9 a.m.–7 p.m. 
$2 (general admission). Legends Sports 
Complex, 602 Pruitt Road, Spring.  
281-467-3111.  
www.thewoodlands.jbfsale.com

14 SCI://TECH exposition
The Education for Tomorrow Alliance 

hosts the final day of the 25th annual SCI://
TECH Exposition with the senior high 
engineering design competition. The expo 
began Jan. 23 and spans four weeks. 
The purpose of the expo is to engage the 
business community with local schools. 
SCI://TECH is one of the largest regional 
science fairs in the nation. 8 a.m.–4 p.m. 
Free. Lone Star College–Montgomery, 3200 
College Park Drive, The Woodlands.  
936-273-7087. www.efta-us.org

14 Black tie event
The Woodlands Dance Club hosts 

its next event on Valentine’s Day. It features 
dinner and dancing as well as a cash bar 
and live entertainment from the Houstonian 
Big Band. 6 p.m. (cash bar opens), 7 p.m. 
(seated dinner). Prices available upon 
request. The Woodlands Marriott Hotel and 
Convention Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive, 
The Woodlands.  
www.thewoodlandsdanceclub.com

CALENDAR

Worth the TRIP

heated for comfort, and each ticket holder 
gets a chance to win a trip to Cancun or a 
free entry for a party of six to Top Golf. Most 
of the proceeds benefit the nonprofit Folds 
of Honor. The bay rental also comes with 
three hours of play, six playing cards, winter 
apparel souvenirs for six people and one 
entry to one of the grand prize drawings. 
8–11 p.m. $25 (general admission), $150 
(bay rental). Top Golf, 560 Spring Park Center 
Blvd., Spring. 832-200-0106.  
www.topgolf.com

21 Montgomery County Heart 
Ball 

 With the theme Flaps, Spats and Top 
Hats, the American Heart Association-
Montgomery County celebrates 20 
years and welcomes business leaders, 
professionals and all community 
members to help raise funds and 
awareness against heart disease and 
stroke. The black-tie event features 
cocktails, live music, dancing and a live 
auction. $300 (per person). 6 p.m. The 
Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel and 
Convention Center, 1601 Lake Robbins 
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-367-9797.  
www.montgomerycountyheartball.
ahaevents.org

21 Touch-a-Truck
Families are invited to get an  

up-close view of an array of construction 
trucks. The event also offers a giant sandbox 
for children as well as other activities for all 
members of the family. 10 a.m.–noon. Free. 
Rob Fleming Park, 6535 Creekside Forest 
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

26 Business and community 
leadership dinner

The Boy Scouts of America Tall Timbers 
District celebrates its annual dinner and 
honors Nelda Blair, the first woman to receive 
the group’s Good Scout award. The Good 
Scout award recognizes individuals who 
exemplify Scout values through community 
service and leadership. Free. 6 p.m. The 

C
o

ur
te

sy
 J

us
t 

B
et

w
ee

n 
Fr

ie
nd

s

C
o

ur
te

sy
 M

o
nt

g
o

m
er

y 
C

o
un

ty
 H

ea
rt

 B
al

l

281-292-2200

Foot Solutions The Woodlands

We carry width sizes.
Orthopedic master shoe 

technician available. 

Mon.–Sat. 
10am–6pm

Appointments 
welcomed!

footsolutionsthewoodlands
@gmail.com 

414 Sawdust Road The 
Woodlands, TX 77380
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03 Art Show Reception
The Mary Matteson-Parrish Art 

Gallery at Lone Star College–Montgomery 
features an exhibit of faculty art work from 
March 2–27. Community members are 
invited to view the artwork and speak with 
some of the artists. Noon. Free. Lone Star 
College–Montgomery, 3200 College Park 
Drive, The Woodlands. 936-273-7000.  
www.lonestar.edu

06 Five Who Share Spring 
luncheon

Interfaith of The Woodlands’ annual luncheon 
recognizes five individuals who receive 
the Service of Excellence Award for their 
dedication to improving the lives of others. 
The Woodlands Township Chairman Bruce 
Tough is the honorary chair of the event. 
Sponsorship opportunities are available. 
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel 
and Convention Center, 1601 Lake Robbins 

Drive, The Woodlands. 832-615-8230.  
www.woodlandsinterfaith.org

07 Zydeco Soul
The community is invited to 

enjoy live zydeco music, dancing and a 
performance by Marcus Ardion and The 
Zydeco Legendz. Attendees can enjoy 
Lousiana-style boiled crawfish.  
8 p.m.–midnight. $10 (children and adults 
age 12 and older). Cross Track Event Center, 
200 Magnolia St., Spring.  
www.facebook.com/zydecosoul

07 Mardi Gras jazz brunch
Jack and Jill of America’s The 

Woodlands chapter invites the community 
to a Saturday morning brunch fundraiser. Liz 
Vaughn provides musical entertainment, and 
proceeds help students receive academic 
scholarships. There is also a silent auction 

and raffle prizes. 11 a.m.–2 p.m. $55. Kirby 
Steakhouse, 1111 Timberloch Place,  
The Woodlands.  
www.jackandjillthewoodlands.com

07 27th annual John Cooper 
School Gala

The John Cooper School celebrates its 
annual gala with a New Orleans theme, 
Big Time in the Big Easy. Raffle tickets are 
available. The winner receives a $20,000 
credit toward tuition for the 2015–16 school 
year. There is an online auction at www.
biddingforgood.com/johncoopergala from 
Feb. 19–March 5. Sponsorships are available 
at various levels. 6 p.m. $300 (individual 
tickets). The Woodlands Waterway Marriott 
Hotel and Convention Center, 1601 Lake 
Robbins Drive, The Woodlands.  
281-367-0900. www.johncooper.org

through 28 
The Woodlands Marathon and health expo
Beginning Feb. 26 with a health and fitness expo, the weekend-long event features 

40 exhibitors, including area health specialists, nutrition and fitness experts and other retailers. 
The races begin the morning of Feb. 28 and include a full marathon, half marathon, marathon 
relay, 5K run and a 2K family fun run. The marathon management team awards a prize of 
$18,000 to the preferred charities selected by the highest fundraisers. 3–7 p.m. (Feb. 26 expo), 
10 a.m.–8 p.m. (Feb. 27), 7 a.m. (races take place on Feb. 28). Various prices available online. 
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel and Convention Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive,  
The Woodlands. www.thewoodlandsmarathon.com
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FEATURED Event

Compiled by Carrie Taylor

Woodlands Country Club Palmer Course, 
100 Grand Fairway Drive, The Woodlands. 
713-226-6677

27 through 28 
 Thrive Conference

Thrive for Bloggers encourages local 
bloggers to work with one another and 
features sessions in one large room to 
encourage networking. Topics include 
YouTube and video blogging to Pinterest-
style blogging. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. $79 (with hotel 
reservation), $99 (full conference ticket). 
Hyatt Place Hotel, 1909 Research Forest 
Drive, The Woodlands.  
www.thriveblogconference.com

March

Find more or submit The Woodlands  
events at impactnews.com/wdl-calendar. 
To have The Woodlands events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the fourth 
Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Sponsored by

F E B
26
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ANDREW T. LYOS MD 
AESETHIC PLASTIC SURGERY
THE WOODLANDS

(O) 281-681 - 9660

TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER

(O) 713-799-8989

WWW.LYOSMD.COM

WINTERSPECIALS

Ultherapy
is a non invasive 

solution for eyebrow 
and chin lifts.

Only FDA-approved non-surgical fat reduction treatment
Freezes away stubborn fat that resists all efforts of diet and 
exercise No surgery, No Downtime

CALL NOW! 
ONE MONTH ONLY

Only treatment FDA-cleared for a 
non-invasive neck, eyebrow, and 
under-chin lift
Non-invasive treatment that uses ultrasound and the 
body’s own natural healing process to lift and tighten 
loose skin on the eyebrow, neck, and under the chin.

Ultherapy has proven to be an inviting alternative for 
those who are not yet ready for surgery.

Buy 2 Treatments, Get 1 FREE
 

Plans, prices, and availability subject to change without notice.

Easy, Fast & Convenient online ordering

See full list of restaurants online

Now 
recruiting 

drivers

281-712-1617 • DineOnDemand.com

Delivering Woodlands best restaurants to 

your home, office, or hotel!
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The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

2005 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

March

April
 01  Nickelback, 7:30 p.m.
 24  Tony Bennett and Lady Gaga,  
   8 p.m.
 25  Chris Tomlin, 7 p.m.

May
 01  Elton John, 8 p.m.
 02  ZZ Top and Jeff Beck, 7 p.m.
 07  Lana Del Ray with Courtney Love,  
   7:30 p.m.
 16  Dave Matthews Band, 8 p.m.

July
 31  Idina Menzel, 8 p.m.

August
 08 5 Seconds of Summer, 7:30 p.m.

Dosey Doe Music Café

463 FM 1488 
Conroe  • 936-271-2171
www.doseydoe.com

February
 12  Nicholas David of “The Voice,”  
   8:30 p.m.

 14  Terri Hendrix Band with Lloyd  
   Maines, 8:30 p.m.
 19  Josh Fuller Band, 8:30 p.m.
 20  Mark Jones, 8:30 p.m.
 21  Hamilton Loomis, 8:30 p.m.
 26  Powell Brothers CD Release,  
   8:30 p.m.
 27  Owen Temple, 8:30 p.m.
 28  Billy Joe Shaver, 8:30 p.m.

March
 01  RLRM–Select Showcase, 6 p.m.
 02  First Monday Java Jazz, 8 p.m.

LIVE MUSIC CALENDAR
Live music in and around The Woodlands Compiled by Carrie Taylor

 05  Meiko, 8:30 p.m.
 06  The Derailers, 8:30 p.m.
 07  David Grace, 8:30 p.m.
 08  Trout Fishing in America, 6:30 p.m.
 09  Nashville Songwriters Association, 
   7:30 p.m.

Big Texas Saloon

19959 Holzwarth Road
Spring • 281-353-8898
www.bigtexassaloon.com  

February
 16  Cory Morrow, 10:45 p.m.
 23  Granger Smith and Earl Dibbles, Jr.,  
   10:45 p.m.

Dosey Doe Big Barn 

25911 I-45 N. 
The Woodlands • 281-367-3774
www.doseydoe.com

February
 13  Asleep at the Wheel, 8:30 p.m.
 14  John Conlee, 8:30 p.m.
 15  The Association, 7:30 p.m.
 19  Confederate Railroad, 8:30 p.m.
 20  Dr. John and the Nite Trippers,  
   8:30 p.m.
 21  George Winston, 8:30 p.m.

 24  Walt and Tina Wilkins, 8 p.m.
 25  Jorma Kaukonen, 8 p.m.
 26  Dean Sams and Michael Peterson,  
   8:30 p.m.
 27  Monte Montgomery and Band,  
   8:30 p.m.
 28  The Lettermen, 8:30 p.m.

March
 01  Shawn Colvin, 7:30 p.m.
 06  Dimitri’s Rail, 8:30 p.m.

GenuWine Tasting Room

6503 FM 1488
Magnolia • 832-934-2675 
www.mygenuwine.com

February
 12  Scott Haskins, 7:30 p.m.
 13  Jenn Harris, 7:30 p.m.

 17  Fat Tuesday with Artie V., 7:30 p.m.
 19  Sam Watson, 7:30 p.m.
 20  Keeton Coffman, 7:30 p.m.
 21  Aubrie Lynn, 7:30 p.m.
 26  Damon, 7:30 p.m.
 27  The Silvertones, 7:30 p.m.
 28  Summer Ashly, 7:30 p.m.

March
 05  Ron Joseph Corb, 7:30 p.m.
 06  Brian Pounds, 7:30 p.m.
 07  Russell Boyd “The Piano Man”  
   from Austin, 7:30 p.m.

Main Street Crossing

111 W. Main St. 
Tomball • 281-290-0431
www.mainstreetcrossing.com  

February
 12  Cody Canada, 8 p.m.
 14  Valentine’s Day dinner, music with  
   Shake Russell and Michael Hearne, 
   6:30 p.m.
 18  Micky and Gary Braun, 8 p.m.
 19  Songtelling, 8 p.m.
 21  Joe Ely, 8 p.m.
 25  Sam Riggs and The Night People,  
   8 p.m.
 26  Uncle Lucius, 8 p.m.

 28  Radney Foster, 8 p.m.

March
 05  Ezra Charles Band, 8 p.m.

 22  Keiko Matsui, 7:30 p.m.

 11  The Stray Birds, 8 p.m.

 13  Ray Wylie Hubbard, 8:30 p.m.

 28  KSBJ Anniversary Concert with  
   MercyMe, 7 p.m.

 14  Sheri Lavo, 7:30 p.m.

 27  The Damn Quails, 8 p.m.
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jdollar@judestudios.com

 March 28  KSBJ Anniversary Concert  
  with MercyMe

 April 1 Nickelback

 April 22 The Peking Acrobats  
  with the Houston Symphony

 April 24 Tony Bennett 
  and Lady Gaga

 April 25 Chris Tomlin with Tenth 
  Avenue North & Rend Collective

 May 1 Elton John

 May 2  ZZ Top and Jeff Beck

 May 7  Lana Del Rey with 
  Courtney Love

 May 8  Beethoven & Bartok 
  with the Houston Symphony

 May 15  “The Magic Flute” 
  with Houston Grand Opera

 May 16  Dave Matthews Band

 May 28 Jimmy Buffett &  
  the Coral Reefer Band

 May 29  The Music of Led Zeppelin  
  with the Houston Symphony

 May 30 Train with The Fray &   
  Matt Nathanson

 June 12 Disney in Concert 
  with the Houston Symphony

 July 3 Star-Spangled Salute 
  with the Houston Symphony

 July 30  “Old Time Rock ‘n’ Roll” 
  with the Houston Symphony

 July 31  Idina Menzel

 Aug. 8  5 Seconds of Summer

 Sept. 4 Slipknot with Lamb of  
  God, Bullet for My Valentine 
  & Motionless in White

 Sept. 10  Music of the Americas
  with the Houston Symphony

 Oct. 1  Mixed Repertory Program  
  with Houston Ballet

 Oct. 23  Hocus Pocus Pops 
  with the Houston Symphony

 Nov. 14-15  20th Annual 
    Children’s Festival
* subject to change without notice

Ranked #2 amphitheater
in the world based on the

number of tickets sold.
-Pollstar magazine

2015 Season Sneak Peek*
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Schakolad

Research Forest Dr. 

45

Owner Veronica Kearney (left) and her mother, Esther Perez show off the chocolate 
high heel, a popular gift choice among Schakolad customers. 
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Schakolad
Chocolate factory offers custom gifts, hosts parties

V eronica Kearney, who 
owns Schakolad with 
her husband, Jerry, said 

she was burned out on corporate 
America. She did not want to sit 
in a windowless office behind a 
computer anymore. She said she 
wanted to do something fun that 
would put a smile on people’s 
faces. 

Veronica discovered Schako-
lad, whose business concept was 
creative and food-related, all of 
which appealed to her. 

Veronica then traveled to 
Schakolad’s headquarters in 
Orlando, Florida, to learn what 
it would take to open her own 
shop. Part of the tour was to try 
the chocolates.

“And when I tasted it—that 
was it,” Veronica said. “The 
chocolate is so amazing.” 

In 2005, Veronica opened her 
own Schakolad, and her entire 
family, from her son helping 
her build the store shelves to 
her daughter’s assistance with 
chocolate designs to her mother 
as her assistant, has been a large 

part of what Veronica said she 
enjoys about the business. 

“The fact that my family could 
participate [convinced me to 
open the business],” she said. 
“Because now I was doing some-
thing fun for me, and I could 
incorporate the family.”

Veronica said the chocolates 
at Schakolad are homemade 
with no artificial additives, 

such as preservatives or paraf-
fin. The cocoa used in the shop 
is a mix of French and Belgian 
flavors. She said one of the more 
popular items is the personalized 
chocolate bars designed with a 
corporate logo. 

Initially, Veronica did not con-
sider hosting parties, thinking 
her chocolate shop and hosting 
large groups were not a good fit. 
But a desperate mother con-
vinced Veronica to host her son’s 
birthday party after plans were 
canceled at the last minute. 

“The joke was on me because 
I had so much fun doing that 
party. I decided, ‘OK, we’re doing 
birthday parties,’” Veronica said.  
“That’s how the birthday party 
thing came about.”

Schakolad hosts several styles 
of parties, such as Sweet Night 
Out in which friends make 
chocolate favors and create their 
own chocolates boxes. 

They can also bring their own 
champagne or wines. She also 
hosts a chocolate-making camp 
for children in which they make 
chocolate Mr. Potato Heads, 
chocolate pizzas and chocolate 
lollipops. 

“Now I actually look for-
ward to the chocolate parties,” 
Veronica said. 

BUSINESS

1500 Research Forest Drive, 
Shenandoah 
281-292-9900
www.schakolad.com
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–6 p.m., 
closed Sunday

Gifts by price
• 15-piece custom box $20
• 24-piece custom box $28
• 48-piece custom box $58
• Large chocolate heart box $45
• One dozen chocolate covered 

strawberries $55
• Chocolate champagne bottle with 

two champagne glasses filled with 
cherries $55

• 3-D solid Ferrari $20
• 11-inch hollow bunny $25

Chocolate molds
• Hearts
• Bunnies
• Santa
• High-heeled shoe
• Champagne bottle
• Champagne glasses
• Place cards
• Picture frame
• Swan centerpiece
• Chocolate rose

Bestsellers
• Raspberry ganache
• Champagne ganache
• Cheesecake ganache
• Dark chocolate almond bark
• Chocolate covered pretzels
• Chocolate covered cherriesSchakolad carries an assortment of ganaches. Customers can choose custom chocolate candy boxes.

Schakolad sells boxes of candy as well 
as boxes made of chocolate.

By Julie Butterfield

“The fact that my family 
could participate 
[convinced me to open 
the business]. Because 
now I was doing 
something fun for me, 
and I could incorporate 
the family.”

—Veronica Kearney, owner 

 Sierra PineS ii
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Grogan’s Mill Rd.

Woodlands Pky.

N 713.300.0300 | WWW.STREAMREALTY.COM

 

 Sierra PineS ii
1575 SAWDUST ROAD | WOODLANDS, TEXAS 77380

CLASS A SPACE AVAILABLE NOW

3,000 SF – 25,000 SF (+)

6 STORY MID-RISE OFFICE BUILDING

PARKING GARAGE - 4/1,000 RSF

$22.50 NNN  |  $9.10 OPEX 
RATES NOW
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February’s Glass Designers

 Birchwood Dr. . 

45

Owner Paula McClung (left) took over the business in 1983, moving it to Oak Ridge North in 1988.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

A
ri

el
 C

ar
m

o
na

February’s Glass Designers
Shop offers custom designs for 
homeowners and builders

A s a stay-at-home mother looking 
for a hobby, Oak Ridge North 
resident Paula McClung said she 

dabbled with myriad crafts in her garage, 
including macrame, ceramics and 
needlepoint before she picked up glass 
design. After her work became popular at 
craft shows and through word of mouth 
from close friends, she made the move 
toward owning her own custom glass 
design and repair business. She said it 
was the diversity that attracted her to the 
work. 

“After a while there is only so much 
you can do with macrame; I like the 
variety of [glass]—it changes every day,” 
McClung said.

In 1983 McClung 
bought a stained-
glass shop from a 
friend and five years 
later relocated from 
Conroe to the Oak 
Ridge North Busi-
ness Park, work-
ing with her late 
husband, Tom, and 
her son Robert to build a steady clientele 
in The Woodlands. 

February’s Glass Designers was named 
after the month the original owner 
opened her store, and McClung kept the 
name when she acquired the business. 

McClung creates unique custom pieces 
from doors to windows and bevels for 
homebuilders and individual customers. 
Working from boxes of photo designs, 
or from costumer requests or previous 
art work, each piece becomes a design 
reflective of the customer’s unique style, 
she said. 

“Everybody’s taste is different,” 
McClung said. “I am not a repetitive 
person, so when [customers] are picking a 

design—if they are a couple for example—
they might pick two different designs, but 
I will often blend them together.”

McClung’s daughter, Kim Gibson, left 
her job in a downtown Houston bank to 
help out with the company. 

Gibson had been working part-time 
keeping the company’s books, but has 
since transitioned to full-time work after 
having a baby.

Gibson said typically it can take about 
less than a week to complete a design, 
but some projects take longer. For exam-
ple, a stained- and lead-glass window for 
a customer’s bathroom took her about 
seven days to finish, she said. 

“The most enjoyable aspect of the work 
for me is the smile 
I get when it’s over 
and [the customer 
is] happy with the 
design,” Gibson said. 

Robert Payne has 
been with the shop 
since high school 
and handles repairs 
and installations. 

Six full-time employees, including two 
builders, work with McClung.

McClung’s son Robert worked at the 
shop when he was in high school but left 
the glass business to pursue a job as a 
machinist in 2005. 

In addition to working on multiple 
homes for various clients, February’s 
Glass Designers has worked on commer-
cial projects including local hotels.   

McClung said she frequently gets 
requests from friends working on various 
glass projects to use the facility. 

“They want to come and use the [work] 
tables, so we have classes on Saturdays 
because we are too busy during the week,” 
she said.

BUSINESS

26440 I-45 N., Oak Ridge North 
281-367-6921 
www.februarysglassdesigners.com
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Sat. 10 a.m.–2 p.m.

Custom glass designer

By Ariel Carmona 

weeks
2 to 6

It typically takes 

to complete a project 
from start to finish 

“The most enjoyable 
aspect of the work for me 
is the smile I get when it’s 
over and [the customer is] 
happy with the design.”

—Owner’s daughter, Kim Gibson

McClung shows off an ornate stained-glass and 
lead design at her shop. 

McClung demonstrates how she works on pieces 
for her customers at her glass design shop. 

McClung (left) and Gibson show a stained glass 
window at their shop.

6
full-time 

employees, 
including 

Employees have 
a combined

2
109

builders

years of experience

years
27

at current 
location 

www.johncooper.org  
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As with any financial decision, buyers are encouraged to do their own due diligence when selecting a 
home builder. Woodforest makes no representation or warranties on the quality of the homebuilders. 
Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. 10/13 

Gracepoint Homes’ community of Lily is for the discerning
buyer who wants it all. Homes built for entertaining that

seamlessly blend indoor and outdoor living, top schools within 
Conroe ISD, and a location near everywhere you want to be 
can all be yours in Lily. Prices in this gated development near 
The Woodlands start in the $620,000s. Visit today because 

homes like these won’t last long.
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comfort of

NOW PRE-SELLING!

Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. 10/13 

Private Courtyard Living

Revel in the

132 McKinley Landing Ln. 

Shenandoah, TX 77384

832.632.8178

GracepointHomes.com

Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. 2/15

Sleek Lines to

Ornate Elegance.

HOUSTON | DALLAS | SAN ANTONIO | AUSTIN

billiardfactory.com

Introducing Billiard Factory’s  
Masterpiece Collection. 

Preserving the tradition of 

handcrafted works of art, these 

billiard tables are selected for their 

quality, form and craftsmanship and 

purveyed from around the world. 

Exclusive to the Billiard Factory 

and starting at $20,000 this unique 

collection combines quality hardwoods 

characterized by elegant tones and 

grains, sleek lines and imaginative 

designs. a reawakening of the pleasure 

of good living in an atmosphere 

reminiscent of elegance and style. 

sigtheater.com

26419 I-45 North
The Woodlands, TX 77380

281-681-8809



The Woodlands Edition • February 2015 FEATURES  43

Brothers Pizza
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The deluxe pizza features eight toppings, including olives, peppers, pepperoni, ham and onions.

Owner Manny Bekiri eats a plate of pasta at his 
restaurant in the Grogan’s Mill Village Center.

Sophia Bekiri holds a specialty spinach pizza, 
and Hana Bekiri holds an antipasta salad.
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Brothers Pizza 
Pizzeria’s recipes unchanged for 35 years

I t is purely by luck that the Bekiri 
brothers of Brothers Pizza ended 
up in the United States. The four 

brothers began their journey to the U.S. 
by fleeing Slatine, Albania, to escape the 
communist regime. They spent a few 
more years in Yugoslavia, then Capua, 
Italy, in a refugee camp for about a year. 

Italy’s emigration system worked simi-
lar to a lottery, in that refugees were told 
their choices on where they could move 
when their number was drawn. 

Those ahead of the Bekiri brothers 
could choose between moving to Green-
land or the United States. But because 
the group had sloppy paperwork and had 
to step out of line to fix it, the choice of 
Greenland or the U.S. then became the 
Bekiris’ choice. They picked the U.S.

In March 1968 the Bekiri family set-
tled in Brooklyn, New York. The owner 
of the Grogan’s Mill Brothers Pizza, 
Manny Bekiri, said his father and uncles 
worked all sorts of odd jobs in Brooklyn, 
and that was when his uncle discovered 
his love for cooking. 

“My uncle Jimmy had the knack for 
cooking,” Bekiri said. “He is the one who 
worked in kitchens in New York, in an 
Italian restaurant. And from the Italian 
kitchen he learned he had a passion for 
food.” 

Bekiri said the family heard of oppor-
tunities in Houston from a friend who 
had a pizzeria at Greenspoint Mall.

“My uncle Jimmy and my father 
scoped out the place in ’79, and they 
agreed they liked it and agreed it would 
be a good opportunity to raise a family,” 
Bekiri said.

In Greenspoint, where Brothers Pizza 
opened its first pizzeria, Bekiri said many 
of the customers were suggesting he 
consider The Woodlands to open a store. 
In 1997, when Bekiri visited the area to 
explore his options, he said he saw a pro-
totype of The Woodlands master plan.

“I remember going into this big, grand 
office in The Woodlands and looked at 
this huge boardroom table, and on this 
table was the future of The Woodlands,” 
Bekiri said. “It’s exactly today what it was 
like then on the model.” 

Bekiri said Brothers Pizza has had 
longevity—nearly 35 years—in the pizza 
business because of its commitment to 
tradition. 

“Everybody’s box says, ‘The best pizza 
in the world,’” Bekiri said. “Customers 
come from the East Coast and say, ‘This 
always reminds me of home.’ We haven’t 
changed our recipes in the last 35 years. I 
know that there are pizzerias all around. 
My customers always come back to me.” 

DINING

2260 Buckthorne Place, Ste. 173
The Woodlands •  281-298-9299
www.brotherspizzaexpresstx.com
Hours: Mon.–Thu. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.,
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m., Sun. noon–9 p.m.

Pastas 
• Plain cheese: Small ($8.32), extra large 

($13.86)
• Pepperoni pizza: Classic toppings ($1.39), 

premium toppings ($2.31)
• Deluxe pizza: Includes the Brothers fa-

mous sauce, mushrooms, onions, black ol-
ives, green peppers, pepperoni, Canadian 
bacon, beef sausage and extra mozzarella 
cheese (small $13.86), (extra large $19.40)

• Blanco pizza: Includes white sauce made 
with ricotta cheese, six herbs and spices 
and mozzarella cheese (small $13.86), 
(extra-large $19.40)

Subs

By Julie Butterfield 

25450 KUYKENDAHL SUITE 300 • TOMBALL
832-761-7894  |  WWW.PARKWAYER.COM
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Preserve Way. 
In between 

Woodforest Bank & 
Stripes gas stationIN-NETWORK, IN QUICK, OUT FAST

GETTING YOU BACK TO

EXPLORING NEW TRAILSTAMING THE JUNGLE SAVING THE WORLD

WHEN YOU SHOULD COME IN 

Chest Pain or Stroke

Injury or Trauma

Allergic Reaction

Illness

Hufsmith Rd. 

Top-selling  
pizzas

• Chicken fettuccine Alfredo: Chicken with 
Alfredo sauce over a bed of fettuccine 
($11.55)

• Manicotti: Small pasta shells filled with 
ricotta cheese ($7.39)

• Baked ziti: Pasta mixed with ricotta 
cheese, marinara sauce and topped with 
mozzarella cheese ($8.32)

• Spaghetti and meatballs: Spaghetti with 
meatballs with marinara sauce ($8.32)

• Ravioli: Four round pasta discs filled 
with cheese and baked in marinara sauce 
topped with mozzarella cheese ($7.85)

• Eggplant Parmesan sub: 9-inch sand-
wich made with eggplant and marinara 
sauce, topped with mozzarella cheese 
($8.32)

• Chicken Parmesan sub: 9-inch sand-
wich made with breaded chicken breast 
cutlet and marinara sauce topped with 
mozzarella cheese ($8.32)

• Philly cheesesteak sub: 9-inch 
sandwich made with thin beef, sauteed 
onions, sauteed mushrooms and sauteed 
green peppers topped with mozzarella 
cheese ($8.32) 
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True ADVENTURE.

Brokers welcome. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm applicable features. This is not an of fering where 
prohibited by law.
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Just over the horizon lies Woodson’s Reserve, a whole new direction 
in luxury living. It’s where natural beauty and secluded tranquility 
meet amazing resort-style amenities – including miles of nature 
trails and an incredible clubhouse overlooking a sparkling lake. 
Discover where true living begins and contentment never ends.

From the $300s – $600s

For more information and to sign up for exclusive 
VIP updates, visit WoodsonsReserve.com.

DON’T MISS THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE AMONG THE 
FIRST TO DISCOVER WOODSON’S RESERVE, NORTH 
HOUSTON’S NEWEST MASTER PLAN COMMUNITY.
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The Olive Oil Pure Healthy Eatery
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Mythos Beer
The Olive Oil

The Monster
Pure Healthy Eatery

The Olive Oil, owned by Yiannis 
and Toula Houliaris, is known for 
its gyros, but the Greek restau-

rant’s menu also includes upscale items 
such as vegetarian moussaka, grilled 
snapper and lamb chops. 

The Olive Oil has an extensive bar 
selection, including Mediterranean 
wines. For beer drinkers, the restaurant 
offers Mythos beer, a light Greek lager. 

George Houliaris, who works along-
side his parents at The Olive Oil, said, 
“We get a lot of people that order Mythos 
because it’s one of the more rare beers 
around here.” 

George said Mythos is one of the res-
taurant’s top sellers. 

“It’s one of the very few Greek beers 
that we carry,” George said. “And people 
want to try new things when they come 
into the restaurant.” 

Sometimes customers have trouble 
remembering the name, though. 

“A lot of times people ask for ‘that 
green one,’” George said. 

Mythos is $5 a bottle but costs $3.50 at 
happy hour, which runs 3–7 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. 

Operations Manager Andrew 
Kelley said Pure Healthy 
Eatery is an alternative to most 

conventional restaurants. He said the 
cafe, located on Research Forest Drive, 
makes everything fresh and that noth-
ing is precooked. Menu items at Pure 
Healthy Eatery range from lentil soup 
to a grilled bison burger to a caprese 
salad.

Diners might expect nothing less 
from a restaurant that touts healthful 
foods in its name to offer a nutritious 
drink called The Green Monster. 

Kelley said people order the 
smoothie-style drink because of its 
vibrant green appearance. 

“What happens is they see all of the 
leafy stuff that’s in the Green Monster, 
like the kale and broccoli, and all of 
that stuff is really good for you, and 
that’s why people order it,” he said.

The 16-ounce drink is made with 
spinach, celery, broccoli, parsley, 
cucumber, apple and kale, and costs 
$6.50. Kelley said the drink is ordered 
30 to 35 times each day. 

DRINKS

373 Sawdust Road, Spring
281-367-0114
www.oliveoilgreekrestaurant.com

4223 Research Forest, Ste. 350  
The Woodlands
281-419-3200
www.liveandeatpure.com

By Julie Butterfield By Julie Butterfield

Mythos is an authentic Greek beer and one of The 
Olive Oil’s top sellers.

Pure Healthy Eatery’s Green Monster includes a 
mix of seven fruits and vegetables.

Sawdust Rd. 

45 Technology Forest Blvd. 

Research Forest Dr. 
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LIVEBONTERRA.COM

HOMES FROM THE MID $200S - MID $400S

Join us for these upcoming events:

January - Happy Hour at the
Woodforest Golf Club

February - Texas Hoedown to
celebrate the groundbreaking

of the new Bonterra Clubhouse

<<<<<

I am

Tour 9 Model Homes

Contact: Ashelea, our Internet Home Consultant, 
at 281.780.4652 or HoustonOnline@TaylorMorrison.com

I AM  >  63

accomplished.

AN INSPIRED LIVING
EXPERIENCE FROM

Offer void where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. All information (including, but not limited to prices, availability, incentives, floor plans, site plans, features,
standards and options, assessments and fees, planned amenities, programs, conceptual artists’ renderings and community development plans) is not guaranteed 
and remains subject to change or delay without notice. Maps and plans are not to scale and all dimensions are approximate. Photos and descriptions of any
planned improvements, features or amenities are not an actual representation and are for illustration purposes only that remain subject to change. This material
shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. At least one resident of household must be 55 or better, and addi-
tional restrictions apply. Some residents may be younger than 55 and no one under 19 in permanent residency. Please see a Taylor Morrison Sales Associate for 
details and visit www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. © Dec. 2014, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

With gorgeous rolling hills, inspiring
amenities and activities designed for
intrepid men and women 55 and greater,
Bonterra is the perfect home for those
who live life to the fullest. Make your
move to Bonterra at Woodforest.

IDEAS, IDEAS,IDEAS, IDEAS!

IDEAS, IDEAS,IDEAS, IDEAS!
IDEAS, IDEAS,IDEAS, IDEAS!

IDEAS, IDEAS,IDEAS, I EAS!
IDEAS, IDEAS,IDEAS, I !

EEEEEE
DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDEEAAAA

MARCH 7 & 8

TICKET PRICES

location
Woodlands Waterway Marriott

FREE PARKING!

SEE
WHAT’S

Adults $9• Seniors $8
12 and under Free

$1 OFFshow admissionONLINE ONLY!

CRAFT BEER &
WINE TASTING

Saturday 9am - 7pm
Sunday 10am - 6pm

The Woodlands | WoodlandsShows.com  

Flush Bus

IN-SHOW
GARDEN CENTER

INTRODUCING

COUNTERTOPS!

13th Annual

MOLLY
FOWLER

AUSTIN
SIMMONS
Executive Chef

LIVE COOKING DEMOS ALL DAY LONG!
OUTDOOR COOKING STAGE

CHEF
ROBBIE

presents the 

COOKING STAGE
RANDY
LEMMON

FEATURED
SPEAKER

GardenLine

OUTDOOR LIVING
IDEAS

presents the 

COOKING STAGE

p

Grogan’s Mill 
FARMER’S MARKET

FEATURE LANDSCAPE by
STEWART LAND DESIGNS

11590.H&GWoodlands'15_CommunityImpactWoodlandsHalfPageAd_H&GWoodlands'15_CommunityImpactWoodlandsHalfPageAd  2/2/15  10:51 AM  Page 1

Life is better
powerwith

Life is better
withUp to

10 Year
Warranty

*call for details

713-467-1125 • 281-897-0001 • www.wiredes.com

Having the right generator 
installed in your home is the key 
to an easy mind during any storm 
or power outage. Wired Electrical 
Services will do a turnkey 
installation of your generator.

G E N E R AT O R S   •  A U T O M AT I C  S TA N D B Y  F O R  Y O U R  H O M E  O R  B U S I N E S S

Master #100394 TECL #22809

Electrical Services

$20
OFF
Your Next 

Service Call
Limited time offer. Limit one 
per address per year. Not to 
be combined with any other 

discount or offer.

ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
• Panel Upgrades
• New Construction
• Home Inspections
• Troubleshooting

• Remodeling
• Repair & Service
• Structured Wiring
• Landscape Lighting

• TV Install/ Mounting
• Recessed Lighting
• Home Generators
• Cable/Phone

Electrical Services
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F ood represents much more than 
just another meal to the Orioli 
family. With generations of kin 

operating Via Emilia in The Wood-
lands on a daily basis, the restaurant has 
become a true family business.

Via Emilia features Italian cuisine 
inspired by the home-cooked meals that 
Executive Chef Elda Orioli learned to pre-
pare as a child living in Emilia-Romagna, a 
northern Italian region. 

“I did not go to cooking school. I 
learned from my grandmother and my 
mom,” Orioli said. “I have cooked all of 
my life. I remember being 7 or 8 years old 
and making the pasta with a roller.” 

Before moving to Houston to open 
the first Via Emilia location on FM 1960 
in 1999, the family owned and operated 
the El Manaure hotel and restaurant in 
Tucacas, Venezuela, in the 1970s. The 
beachfront hotel specialized in serving 
the same traditional Italian food the fam-
ily has prepared for generations but also 
featured fresh fish delivered directly by 
local fishermen.

The family moved Via Emilia from 
Houston to The Woodlands in 2011. 
While Orioli continues to uphold the 
high culinary standards of the restaurant, 
many of the Orioli family members con-
tribute to different aspects of the business, 
ranging from front desk service to food 
preparation to wine label selection. 

“It means a lot to me that all of my fam-
ily is here,” Orioli said. “We all get along 
and we all have our own responsibilities. It 
is the best honor there is.”

Along with a variety of housemade 
pasta dishes, the restaurant features 
Orioli’s vitello osso buco, linguine alla 
vongole and grilled Chilean sea bass 
recipes. While the quality of the food is a 
priority, Orioli said that strong customer 
service has been key in maintaining a suc-
cessful business over the years.

“It is about treating people with a lot 
of respect,” Orioli said. “I don’t speak 
English so sometimes [communication] 
is difficult, but you can tell that [our cus-
tomers] appreciate us and know that what 
they are eating is high quality.”

CHEF’S CORNER
Profiles of notable local chefs By Jesse Mendoza

Via Emilia

Favorite dishes

 “Every dish is my favorite. I try all of the 
dishes and if I like it, then I make it for every-
body else to try. If I do not like it, then it will 
definitely not be [on the menu]. I have been 
doing this for a lot of years and I can guess 
what people will like, and the truth is that I 
am really happy with that.”

Recipe inspiration 

“I go to Italy every year. I go to restaurants 
and see what is new because there is 
always new food as well. I went to a beach 
last year, and there was a tremendous chef 
who hailed from Switzerland. I spoke for a 
long time with that man. It makes me very 
happy to speak with [other chefs].”

10700 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. F, The Woodlands  
281-465-9555 
www.viaemiliarestaurant.com
Hours: Mon.–Thu. 11 a.m.–10 p.m., Fri.–Sat. 11 
a.m.–11 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.

Elda Orioli
Executive chef, Via Emilia
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Executive Chef Elda Orioli prepares traditional Italian meals inspired by the home cooking of her 
mother at Via Emilia, her family-run restaurant in The Woodlands. 

The restaurant’s sea bass alla griglia features a 
grilled Chilean sea bass filet topped with beurre 
blanc sauce and served with asparagus. ($36)

Via Emilia’s vitello osso buco consists of a veal 
shank slowly braised in wine and served with 
linguine tossed with spinach. ($34)

Pasta served at Via Emilia is freshly made at the 
restaurant. Pasta dishes include lasagna della 
nonna, fettuccine and ravioli di formaggio. 

Orioli’s linguine alla vongole is served with 
clams in the shell and prepared with garlic, 
tomato, basil and olive oil. ($21)

Interviews were conducted in Spanish and translated to English.
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Flintridge Dr. 

Adult Day Care

We care for:
Frailty & Physical Dependence
Memory Impairment
Stroke and Parkinson’s
Chronic Diseases
Isolation and Depression

Lisa Suarez
Executive Director & Co-Owner
281-419-3600
281-361-7000
mlisas1019@gmail.com

157 Nursery Road • The Woodlands, TX 77380 • www.sarahcare.com/woodlands

     Nursery Rd.

        Budde Rd.

 
     O

ak Ridge D
r.

 
        I-45

Our Services:
Healthcare • Day Center • Personal Care • 

Versatile Activity Program

 

ymcahouston.org/donate YMCA M ission: To put J udeo-Christian principles 
into p ractice through p rograms that build healthy 
spirit, mind and body for all. Everyone is welcome.

WE’RE MORE THAN A GYM.
WE’RE A CAUSE.
SOUTH MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
FAMilY YMCA
Annual Campaign
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SAVE MONEY!
Best time ever to get a new 
heating or cooling system.
Low interest, cut fuel bills, special 

rebates, worry–free warranties.
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE HOME VISIT

GET A FREE FURNACE

 $2200 Value!

on select models with equal payments
 if paid in full within 12 months

GREAT FINANCING

HURRY! Limited Time Offer
1-844-Get-Cool (1-844-438-2665)

www.integrityair.com

0%
Financing

on select models with equal payments
 if paid in full within 37 months

5.9%
Financing

OR OR

UP 
TO 
A

Fun•Fair•Positive
Soccer

Making Youth Sports FUN Again!

For more info or to sign up go to 
www.FFPS.org or call 800.828.7529 (PLAY)

Sign Up Early and Save $5
Sign Ups End March 23

• Very Affordable  • Two Payment Plans Available

Full Uniform & Trophy to All!
Girls & Boys: 4-18 years old
• No Travel: All games played 

locally - 22 locations

• One practice per week

• All 8 Games on Saturdays 
beginning April 11 - End May 30

“FFPS lives up to its name. 
FFPS has the right philosophy.”

Phil Bradshaw, The Woodlands 

FFPS is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization
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Mike Richmond, vice chairman of 
Woodforest National Bank, does not 
mind admitting he may well be the lon-
gest-tenured resident in The Woodlands.

“But just in tenure,” Richmond said.
At the age of 24 and with an accounting 

degree from the University of Maryland, 
Richmond moved from his hometown 
of Baltimore to join George Mitchell and 
his team of North Houston pioneers in 
1972. Mitchell recruited Richmond, who 
at the time worked as a certified public 
accountant in Maryland, along with 
several other members of a team involved 
in the creation of another master-planned 
community in Columbia, Maryland. It 
was the standards set in that community, 
along with other master-planned com-
munities of the day, that helped shape The 
Woodlands, Richmond said.

“We took the best parts of [those] 
master-planned communities and made 
them better,” he said. “And if we managed 
to do that successfully, we did our job.”

A newcomer to the Lone Star State, 
Richmond admits he did not exactly 
know what he was getting himself into—
and fully expected Houston to be chock 

full of ranches instead of bustling cor-
ridors—but he knew it was special. 

In the 30 years Richmond spent with 
The Woodlands Operating Company, 
he contributed to both the financial and 
commercial development of the commu-
nity. 

Starting one day before crews broke 
ground, he began on the financial side 
and worked as treasurer and then senior 
financial officer before moving to com-
mercial operations.

In the decades since his decision to 
join Mitchell, Richmond has compiled 
a long list of completed projects in the 
community he is unabashedly proud of. 
They include the creation of The Wood-
lands Mall and helping to develop The 
Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel and 
Convention Center.

“I am very proud of the creation of 
the Town Center Improvement District 
through the Texas Legislature and being 
the chairman for its first nine years,” 
Richmond said. “[The TCID] was the 
predecessor to The Woodlands Township 
and governance of the community.”

Mitchell excelled at executing long-term 

plans, Richmond said. An example is 
The Woodlands Mall, which remained 
a vacant lot for nearly 20 years until the 
right economic conditions allowed for 
construction to begin. The mall opened 
in 1994, and Richmond said not many 
developers would have had the patience to 
allow the property to remain vacant. 

Richmond said his involvement in the 
operating company allowed him to make 
connections with local business leaders, 
including Woodforest National Bank 
CEO Robert Malling, which is how in 
2002 he found his current position with 

the bank he had been working with per-
sonally for years.  

 Roger Galatas, who also worked with 
Mitchell and his team to establish The 
Woodlands, worked with Richmond for 
about two decades during the commu-
nity’s early developmental years. 

“George Mitchell was really good about 
identifying great talent to help with [The 
Woodlands],” Galatas said. “Mike is a 
very focused individual and very commit-
ted to the successful development of The 
Woodlands, and participates actively in a 
host of things in the area.” 

Michael Richmond
Early developer reflects on community

ICON

Michael Richmond was one of the original designers of The Woodlands hired by George Mitchell.
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By Carrie Taylor

AcreAge Home SiteS 
from tHe $80’S

eStAte Home SiteS 
from tHe $140’S

WAterfront Home 
SiteS from tHe $180’S

•	 Bulkheaded	with	private	
	 boat	slips

•	 Waterfront	parks	&	30	
	 miles	of	nature	trails

•	 Private	white	sand	beach

•	 Highly	acclaimed	
	 Huffman	ISD

•	 20	minutes	to	Bush	
	 Intercontinental	Airport

•	 35	minutes	to	Downtown	
	 Houston

Experience Nature’s Playground

CALL US: 281-324-4427
TheCommonsOfLakeHouston.com

331 Commons Vista Dr.

Previewing the Newest Section! Be among the first to select your home site and 
save up to 25% on pre-development pricing THIS WEEKEND.
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City of Shenandoah 

Garry Watts
Mayor, city of Shenandoah
By Julie Butterfield

Garry Watts has little patience for boredom. Married for 46 years and 
the father of three sons, Watts has dabbled in semiprofessional baseball, 
owned a business and is now a mayor.

When he was in high school, Watts idolized the  
businessmen he would see walking the streets in crisp white shirts and 
briefcases. He skipped college and went straight to work as a purchasing 
agent for Carter-Waters in 1968. Yet, Watts said he did not belong there.

“[People would tell me] ‘You’re on the wrong side of the table,’” Watts 
said. “‘You need to be on the sales side.’” 

Watts ascended to senior vice president of marketing at American 
International Group. 

In 2002, he retired from AIG to indulge his interest in travel. He and 
his wife, Helen, put 100,000 miles on his Tahoe. After a while, the itch 
to return to the working world returned. Watts now sells commercial 
and residential real estate for Bobek Realty Group while also serving as 
mayor. 

Watts has served as mayor of Shenandoah since May 2014. It is his 
second term, having served previously from 2008–12.

PEOPLE

What makes your city unique? 
Shenandoah has a small-city envi-

ronment with big-city amenities. We 
have convenient shopping, dining and 
medical services, with quick access to 
I-45. Our location is paramount to the 
successful growth we’ve seen in the last 
few years. We are a sales tax city, which 
affords us the lowest property tax for a 
full-service municipality in Montgomery 
County. 

What are Shenandoah’s most 
pressing issues?

Our most pressing issues include prop-
erly managing growth, delivering water 
and sewer services, local and regional 
mobility, maintaining transparency and 
keeping residents informed about future 
planning. 

What are the city’s short- and long-
term goals? 

We’re working on maintaining the 
highest residential quality of life while 

still allowing for the commercial and 
retail growth that surrounds us. Short-
term goals include identifying alternate 
water sources and alleviating mobility 
problems. Our long-term goals include 
further integrating a business philosophy 
into our culture and always keeping an 
eye on political, economic, social, tech-
nological and regulatory factors that may 
affect our future planning strategies.

What are the city’s greatest 
challenges? 

Water and mobility are the  
greatest challenges that we face right 
now. Water supply is a statewide concern, 
and delivery of water and sewer  
services is becoming more costly. We 
have developed some regional partner-
ships to contain expenses and provide  
services to our communities, as well 
as meet regulatory requirements for 
groundwater conservation. Mobil-
ity problems come with the growth 
in Montgomery County, and with the 

cooperation of cities and various other 
agencies, a regional transportation plan 
has been developed. [The South  
Montgomery County Mobility Plan] 
identifies critical areas of concern and 
solutions to address them. 

What traffic solutions will alleviate 
congestion on I-45 without 
jeopardizing mobility? 

First of all, I-45 is a state issue. Due to 
the successful recruitment of companies, 
the abundance of residential communi-
ties popping up in south Montgomery 
County and the lack of funding for 
mobility projects, there is a problem. 
Shenandoah will do its part to  
alleviate some of the problems by  
making improvements to key areas in the 
city. A primary goal is to relieve  
congestion east of I-45 along Tamina 
Road and Research Forest Drive, and 
that is where our efforts will be focused 
in the immediate future.
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POPULATION  
2014

POPULATION  
2019

2,327
MEDIAN  

AGE 42.6
2,689

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME

$70,080
PROPERTY TAX RATE (2015): 

$.2404 
PER $100 OF PROPERTY 

VALUATION

CITY 
SIZE 2 SQUARE 

MILES

Landscape Design & Installation • Pool Design & Construction • Outdoor Lighting • Outdoor Kitchens • Structural Additions • Irrigation

281.686.5296  |  www.absolutelyoutdoors.net

Source: City of Shenandoah 
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City of Oak Ridge North

James Kuykendall
Mayor, Oak Ridge North
By Jesse Mendoza

James Kuykendall has been involved with the city of Oak Ridge 
North for about 10 years, including participating on the city’s long-
range planning committee. He has served as the city’s mayor since 
being appointed by the City Council in 2011, when he took over the 
position following former Mayor Joe Michels’ resignation. Kuykendall 
was later elected as mayor during the 2012 and 2014 elections.

“I have always been involved in the community wherever I have 
lived,” Kuykendall said. “I love this city. Oak Ridge North was where I 
chose to live when I was promoted [by Union Pacific Railroad in 1998] 
and moved to Houston. Oak Ridge North was really our choice, and we 
wanted to raise our children here and we did. So being in the commu-
nity, I wanted to be a part of it.”

He also works for the Port Terminal Railroad Association, where he 
has overseen human resources and labor relations since 2007. 

Previously, Kuykendall worked for Union Pacific, where he spent 29 
years moving up the ranks into management positions. 

PEOPLE

What can Oak Ridge North 
residents expect in 2015?

I am really hoping that we can get deci-
sions made that will move us forward on 
mobility. The Robinson Road relocation 
project needs to be decided on and done. 
[City Council and I] support the Mont-
gomery County bond election because 
that is going to have a direct effect on 
what happens to us in Oak Ridge North. 
Another thing residents can look forward 
to is hopefully we can get the hotel issue 
finally completed so we can look forward 
to the hotel and conference center that is 
going to come in. 

What does the city do to help 
businesses and development?

We have a great economic development 
corporation, a group of citizens [who] 
work hand in hand with our businesses. 
In the past, we have given some grants 
to businesses that are refurbishing their 
business. The Planning and Zoning board 
has worked with businesses that wanted 

to grow. We also have a quarterly business 
get-together where businesses meet with 
the [City] Council, and we sometimes 
have a presentation or we just talk to each 
other.

 
What effect could the tax increment 
reinvestment zone, or TIRZ, have 
on the future of the city?

One thing that the TIRZ is going to 
do is help regulate who goes in next door 
to us in the area to the east of [the city]. 
The TIRZ is going to allow us to plan 
and develop infrastructure to work with 
developers so that the right businesses 
and the right things are put over [in the 
zone] instead of having random busi-
nesses. The TIRZ is a great instrument; 
we [hope] to be partners with Montgom-
ery County and maybe some other taxing 
entities that may come in and help us 
work for the future. This is a great thing 
for the city of Oak Ridge North and for 
Montgomery County.

What makes Oak Ridge North  
a special community?

We really are a hometown. We are small 
enough where you know people. We are 
a town where we have small parades on 
the Fourth of July and Christmas. People 
get out and decorate their bicycles or they 
make floats. We have things like that, 
[which] are conducive to a hometown 
family atmosphere. That is what I think 
separates us from a lot of other places, 
and hopefully it will always stay that way. 
I am counting on it.

What accomplishments  have been 
achieved during your tenure?

 We developed a comprehensive long-
term plan for the city [in 2013]. We have 
rezoned and revitalized our business and 
retail areas, and we have attracted new 
businesses that are going to make a posi-
tive difference for us.
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POPULATION  
(2013)

POPULATION  
(2018)

3,281
M E DIAN  

AGE 43.8
3,472

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME

$74,406
PROPERTY TAX RATE (2015) : 

$.4822  
PER $100 OF PROPERTY 

VALUATION

CITY 
SIZE 1.3 SQUARE 

MILES

The Shape Of Behavior
26315 Oak Ridge Dr • The Woodlands, TX 77380

Ph# 832.358.2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

The Shape Of Behavior
26315 Oak Ridge Dr • The Woodlands, TX 7738026315 Oak Ridge Dr • The Woodlands, TX 77380

Autism Services and Behavior Therapy

 Communication 

 Socialization

 Self-Help Skills

 Academics and Behavior Problems Academics and Behavior Problems

Our Board Certifi ed Behavior Analysts (BCBA) develop an 
individualized program for each child. We offer an array of 
services such as in-clinic treatment, social skills training, in-

school shadowing programs, parent trainings, and play groups.

Proudly serving children and 
their families since 2000.

Like us on Facebook to information 
on Free Trainings and Play Groups.

Download Our FREE 
App for Up-To-Date 

Information on Clinics, 
Events, Training, Etc.

Source: City of Oak Ridge North 
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Source: Waste Management Solutions
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RECYCLE OFTEN, 
RECYCLE RIGHT
Waste Management has gone back to 
recycling basics with its Recycle Often, 
Recycle Right program. The program 
teaches the fundamentals of properly 
recycling paper, cans and bottles.

“What we have learned, being one of 
the largest recycling experts, is that we 
push so hard to get people to recycle, 
that as you look at the cost of recycling, 
we created very bad habits,” said Lisa 
Doughty, public affairs manager for Waste 
Management. “So two years ago, we 
started doing research and went back to 
basics and created a whole new program 
named Recycle Often, Recycle Right.”

To avoid sewer system blockages, 
the SJRA recommends that residents 
dispose of grease and oil by pouring 
it into a can or plastic bag and 
disposing of it in the trash. The 
agency also recommends throwing 
food scraps into the trash or 
composting the leftover material.

RECYCLE: DO NOT RECYCLE: 
Phone books; corrugated 

cardboard; wax-free 
paper cartons; card stock, 

envelopes; Post-It Notes; file 
folders with metal hangers; 
notebooks with metal spiral; 

newspaper; magazines; 
aluminum cans; steel or tin 
food cans; green, brown or 

clear glass bottles and jars and 
recyclable plastic containers

Bathroom wastepaper, candy 
or food wrappers, napkins, 

cellophane, waxed or plastic 
coated paper or boxes, 
shredded paper, broken 
or sharp glass, ceramic 

materials, cloth, clothing, 
hazardous items, scrap 

metal, frozen food containers, 
nonrecyclable plastics, motor 
oil containers, yard waste or 

metal hangers

HOW TO PROPERLY RECYCLE
Recycle bottles, paper and cans. Rinse out any liquids or food 

that is stuck to the container.

SORTING RECYCLING MATERIALS
STEP 1
A truck drops 
off recyclables 
at the Material 
Recovery Facility.

STEP 1
A pipe is buried about 
10 feet above the 
bottom of the landfill.

STEP 2
A vacuum sucks up 
the methane gas. 

STEP 3
The methane gas 
powers turbines, 
which then turn the 
energy into electricity.

STEP 2
Recyclables bounce on 
a conveyor belt that uses 
different technologies to 
sort the materials. 

STEP 4
Sorted recyclables 
are compressed into 
cubes and wrapped 
in metal wiring. 

STEP 2A
Air pushes paper into  
the correct bin.

STEP 2B
A reverse magnet 
pushes aluminum 
into the bin.

STEP 3
Workers ensure 
there are no errors 
made by the 
machines.

DID YOU KNOW?
Security Landfill recycles methane generated by the 
dump site and converts it into electricity, which is then 
put into the general electricity power grid.

PATTY’S POTTY PATROL
The San Jacinto River Authority has initiated the Patty Potty Patrol public 
outreach campaign. Patty Potty educates residents on which items should 

not be flushed down a toilet. Patty Potty also informs readers that so-
called “flushable” wipes and products do not decompose and 

get caught up in wastewater treatment plant filters.

DO NOT FLUSH:

Diapers, paper towels, facial tissue, cotton 
swabs, baby and adult wipes, women’s 

hygiene products, scoops of cat litter, gum 
and candy wrappers, facial pads, dental 

floss, cigarettes, cotton balls, dead goldfish, 
hair and Band-Aids

FATS, OIL AND GREASE

HAZARDOUS WASTE
Montgomery County Precinct 3 offers hazardous waste 

collection at the residential recycling center in The 
Woodlands. The center will take tires, gasoline, 

electronics, paint and home improvement 
debris. The center does not accept 
ammunition, explosives, medical waste, 
radioactive materials, smoke detectors, 
PCBs, Dioxins or Business Generated Waste. 
Household hazardous waste is accepted 
every Wednesday and third Saturday of the 

month. 1122 Pruitt Road. 281-367-7283. 

“WE WOULD MAKE A MAJOR IMPACT IF WE COULD 
JUST CLEAN UP PAPER, BOTTLES AND CANS.”  

—Lisa Doughty, Waste Management public affairs manager

Source: Waste Management Solutions

Source: San Jacinto River Authority

Source: San Jacinto River Authority

Source: Waste Management Solutions

WHERE DOES ALL OF  

THE TRASH GO?
From recycling to flushing, Montgomery County residents 

are often left wondering how to properly dispose of trash 

and waste—and where that garbage goes. Much of 

Montgomery County, but not all, sends its trash 

to the Security Landfill, operated by Waste 

Management Solutions at 19248 Hwy. 105.

By Jesse Mendoza | Design by Mary-Ann Zykin
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Harris, Montgomery county concrete production industry in high demand
By Liza Winkler 

As construction continues to boom in 
the Greater Houston area, the concrete 
production industry in Harris and Mont-
gomery counties has reached its highest 
demand within the past five years. 

“Texas is home to two of the top three 
construction markets [in the U.S.]— 
Houston and Dallas,” said Rich Szecsy, 
president of the Texas Aggregates and 
Concrete Association, or TACA. “By the 
end of 2013, Texas produced just over 48 
million cubic yards of concrete, and that 
was 16 percent of the national volume. 
That’s massive.”

In 2013, Harris and Montgomery coun-
ties produced 16 million to 18 million cubic 
yards of concrete for residential, municipal 
and commercial markets, Szecsy said. 

“You’ve got a couple of things that 
support that kind of growth [in Texas],” 
Szecsy said. “First is we have a great state 
that is open for business. We have low tax 
rates, low labor rates and we have practi-
cal regulatory controls.”

TACA is the largest state trade of its kind 
in the U.S. and represents a $7.5 billion 
industry, Szecsy said. Throughout the state, 
the association represents about 75 percent 
of concrete producers, an estimated 70 

percent of aggregate producers and 100 
percent of cement producers, he said.

With 70 employees, Conroe Concrete Ltd. 
co-owner Joann Yancey said the company 
manufactures and delivers ready-mix con-
crete to residential and commercial entities 
within a 15-mile to 20-mile radius of the site 
at FM 2854 and I-45 in Conroe. Due to high 
demand for concrete within the past two 
years, Yancey said it is important for entities 
to be available for on-site deliveries because 
of the perishable nature of the materials. 

“There’s an extreme amount of construc-
tion and a tremendous amount of building 
in the Houston/Gulf Coast area,” she said. 

Roadway projects throughout the Harris 
and Montgomery county areas consume 
a significant amount of concrete, Szecsy 
said. For example, the construction of the 
Grand Parkway alone will use 100,000 
cubic yards of concrete, according to infor-
mation on www.grandparkway99.com.

“The project consumes a large amount of 
concrete, but [there’s] also ancillary concrete 
that goes along with that,” Szecsy said. “As 
soon as that Grand Parkway opens up, 
you have feeder roads and ulterior roads—
somebody’s going to put [up] gas stations, 
a master-planned community, a Kroger or 
H-E-B, so all of that takes concrete as well.”

INSIDE INFORMATION

AN ESTIMATED  
55,000  

ready-mix  
concrete  
TRUCKS ARE

IN THE U.S.

AN ESTIMATED  
5,500  

ready-mix  
concrete plants  

ARE IN  
THE U.S. 

The ready-mix concrete 
industry consumes 

about 75% of the cement 
shipped in the U.S.

In 2013,  
Texas was the  

no. 1 concrete-
producing state  

in the country and  
produced more than  
No. 2-ranked Florida 

and  
No. 3-ranked California 

combined

set in concrete

divisions of concrete production
Residential  

market   
concrete slabs for 

residences, such as 
homes and multifamily  

complexes

Municipal  
market   

concrete needed for government 
entities, including roadways and 

public buildings

Commercial  
market   

concrete for any other projects,  
such as high-rise construction,  

low-rise construction, tilt wall 
construction, warehouses and  

other stores

Sources: Texas Aggregates and Concrete Association,  National Ready Mixed Concrete Association

The value of ready-mix 
concrete produced by 

the industry is estimated 
at $30 billion.

Concrete is the world’s  
most widely used  

construction material  
and demand is  

continuing to increase

Harris and Montgomery counties produce 
more cubic yards of concrete each year 
than the following neighboring states 

combined:  
Arkansas (3 million cubic yards)  

Oklahoma (6 million cubic yards) 

and 
Louisiana (7.5 million cubic yards)

In 2013,  
Texas produced  

an estimated  

48 million  
cubic yards of concrete 

manufacturing

 of the overall  
national volume

 16%

Harris and Montgomery counties  
produce 16 million–18 million  

cubic yards of concrete

HAZARDOUS WASTE
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Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated 

Looking for the right Real Estate company to sell your house? 

We’re a perfect fit...Call us today! 

Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated 

Looking for the right Real Estate company to sell your house? 

We’re a perfect fit...Call us today! 

Our Agents are uniquely certified and 
trained to assist in relocating you or  
your loved ones.

www.cbunited.com/thewoodlands

Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated 

Looking for the right Real Estate company to sell your house? 

We’re a perfect fit...Call us today! 

Stay informed about what is going on in the Woodlands by 
joining our CBU Woodlands Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands 

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated 

Looking for the right Real Estate company to sell your house? 

We’re a perfect fit...Call us today! 
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The Woodlands 
Lady Highlander 
volleyball team
Returning champions capture 
second straight state title

T he Woodlands High 
School volleyball team 
won back-to-back state 

titles, in 2013 and this school 
year winning the 2014 University 
Interscholastic League, or UIL, 
class 6A state championship.  
The team’s record for 2014 was 
40-3, and the Lady Highlanders 
defeated Clear Falls in the state 
title game. 

Head coach Leslie Madison 
said the Lady Highlanders’ 
second consecutive state title was 
attributable in large part to the 
team’s five returning seniors who 
instilled a champion sense in the 
new varsity players. 

There were some tension-
filled moments throughout the 
season for the Lady Highlanders. 
Madison said her coaching staff 
was worried they would not be 
able to repeat the success of the 
year before. She said early losses 

to San Antonio O’Connor and 
Hebron added to the worry. 

“We lost the district match 
to [Oak Ridge]—a team that 
we hadn’t lost to in a very long 
time,” she said. “That proved 
to show that we were beatable. 
That district loss was a wake-up 
call and probably one of the best 
things that happened to us.”

Madison said the team’s chem-
istry played a large part in its 
success. The players are friends 
first, she said, and have formed 
chemistry that is demonstrated 
on the court. 

“They’re good kids,” Madison 
said. “They’re smart and really 
cared about each other off the 
court. Talent obviously is there, 
and we’re always blessed to 
have that. I think the difference 
between a champion and second 
place is team chemistry along 
with talent.” 

By Julie Butterfield

CLOSE-UP

1  Hailey Reier gets in position to make a play.  

2  The Lady Highlanders make their entrance during a state playoff game.

3  Julia Pasch makes a play at the regional finals against J.J. Pearce High 
School at Sam Houston State University Nov. 15.

4  Courtney Quinn goes for a kill against the opponent.

5  Bella Pinton jumps for a spike in a semifinal match against San Antonio 
Churchill in Denton Nov. 20. 

6  Kendall Cook digs a volley in a semifinal match against San Antonio Churchill.

7  The Woodlands High School Lady Highlander volleyball team celebrates its 
second consecutive state championship Nov. 22.

The team The road to the title

Head coach 
• Leslie Madison

Players
• Kendall Cook
• Hannah Hickman
• Grey Kennedy
• Codi Lee
• Julia Pasch 
• Bella Pinton
• Colby Quinn
• Courtney Quinn
• Rachel Reed
• Hailey Reier

Managers
• Jillian Dunlap 
• Taylor Stoute

The Lady Highlanders played the 
following teams in the 2014–15 
Class 6A volleyball tournament:
• Bi-district 

Montgomery 
• Area 

McNeil (Round Rock)
• Regional quarterfinal 

Westwood (Round Rock)
• Regional semifinal  

Highland Park (Dallas)
• Regional final 

Richardson Pearce (Dallas)
• State semifinal 

Churchill (San Antonio) 
• State championship  

Clear Falls 

2

1

6

3

75

4
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North Houston Association  
Membership Luncheon

Hosted by the Development Trends Committee

“2015 Perspective: Our Region’s  
Homebuilding and Development Market”

Speaker:
Karl Mistry, Division President,  

Toll Brothers, Inc. 

Thursday, March 26, 2015
11:30 am – 1:00 pm

Held at Hilton Houston North, Donatello Ballroom
(12400 Greenspoint Drive, Houston, TX, 77060) 

To register and pay online, visit www.north-houston.com.  
Payment is required prior to luncheon.
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A t Affinity Ballroom, owner and 
instructor Laura Balmaceda 
teaches that ballroom dancing 

is more than dressing up in colorful  
costumes and grooving to the music—
but is in fact much more personal.

“It is nonverbal communication 
between two people,” she said.

The studio, which can be found at 
25323 I-45 S., is home to four dance 
instructors. Everyone is welcome, even 
those with two left feet.

“If you can walk, you can dance,” 
Balmaceda said.

The doors open every night at 7 p.m. 
for a group dance class, which runs $20 
for drop-in, and Dance styles range from 
salsa to the foxtrot, she said. 

“I get it when people say they can’t 
dance, but usually when they say that, it 
is because they have no idea what to do 
when they hear the music,” Balmaceda 
said. “All they need is information—
instruction—on what to do with the 
music and your body.”

The studio offers classes and programs 
for individuals who are looking to com-
pete as well as those who are looking for 

social dance classes, which are generally 
just for fun, she said.

At Affinity, most of the students par-
ticipate in the social classes and events, 
including the competitive dancers, 
instructor Aaron Lumpkin said. The 
most common dances taught include 
basic swing and rumba.   
  Classes teach students how to dance to 
the most popular songs in social settings. 

“Every song Katy Perry basically ever 
wrote is a rumba,” Lumpkin said.

Balmaceda also takes her students 
across the country to participate in  
dancing competitions, including novice 
as well as advanced-level dancers. 

Before founding the studio in 2010 
with her then-dance partner, Balmaceda 
competed nationally and in her home-
town of Washington, D.C., for titles and 
cash prizes. 

She said she participated in modern 
dance in high school, but during college 
is where she found her love for social and 
ballroom dancing. 

“My hobby became an addiction, and 
then my addiction became my career,” 
Balmaceda said.

Affinity Ballroom
Studio creates community for novice, experienced dancers

ENTERTAINMENT

Affinity Ballroom

Briar Rock Rd. 

45

25323 I-45 S., Spring
281-298-6262
www.affinityballroom.com
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By Carrie Taylor

For the bride and groom
Affinity Ballroom offers classes to 
men and women hoping to sharpen 
their skills for their first dance as a 
married couple. Wedding package 
costs vary according to how many 
the couple requires but generally 
cost $80 per lesson.

Dance styles
• American Smooth–The couple 

separate from one another to 
perform various embellishments, 
such as dips and changes of hand 
holds. Examples include the waltz, 
tango and Viennese waltz.

• American Rhythm–The style  
incorporates Latin-American 
dance rhythms.

• International Latin–Dances  
include the rumba, samba and 
jive, and tend to be fast-paced.

• International Standard–The 
dancers remain close together 
throughout the dance.  

Pricing
• Drop-in rate: $20
• Single lesson: $80
• Block of 10 sessions:  

$750 ($75 each)

Affinity Ballroom owner and instructor Laura Balmaceda 
dances with her partner, Enzo Zappia, during a competition. 

WHERE
TRADITION &

7 GREATER HOUSTON LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

3205 College Park Dr. (Hwy 242)
The Woodlands, Texas 77384
936.273.4286

TraditionBank.com
713.666.2511 - Main

BUSINESS
MEET

Working with those you trust is important, and helping you find local answers is our specialty.  
At Tradition Bank, our commercial lending experts want to help you achieve your individual 
business goals by tailoring a financial solution for you.  That means less time waiting and 
more time working on what you do best!

• Commercial Real Estate

• SBA

• Residential & Commercial 
Construction

• Church Facilities

• Commercial & Industrial

• Working Capital

• Accounts Receivable

• Equipment & Inventory

• Letters of Credit

• And more…

Commercial Lending Services:

Justin Van Harn, Owner of Happy Air, LLC with Anthony Olivieri, Tradition Bank President

Affiliated Mortgage Company
Home Loan Division of Benchmark Bank

9595 Six Pines Dr., Suite 6290

The Woodlands, Texas 77380

Office: 281-465-7424
Toll Free: 888-335-1909

 kelly@kellytx.com
www.kellytx.com

N M L S # 6 1 4 0 7 1

Kelly Malatesta 
Senior Mortgage Advisor

AREAS OF EXPERTISE:
Purchase & Refinance

• Conventional
• Fixed - ARMS
• Jumbo
• FHA
• VA

One Time Close
• Construction
• Renovation

A s  h e a r d  o n  K S E V  7 0 0  a m  w i t h  S t e v e  D r a k e !

Open 7 days a week, 365 days a year
Monday - Sunday 7am-7pm | Holidays 7am-7pm

10% OFF Boarding  
or Grooming

New customers only. Not valid on holidays.

11105 Mahaffey | Tomball, TX 77375 | 832-884-6122 | WillowCreekPets.com

                                    WE ALSO OFFER:
Cat Boarding  •  Horseback Riding Lessons  

Pony Parties  •  Doggie Daycare

WILLOW CREEK RANCH
OF TOMBALL

CAGE FREE DOG BOARDING
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Super Series I
Round 1
March 3, 6:45 p.m.

Round 2
March 4, 6:45 p.m. 

Round 3/Championship
March 5, 6:45 p.m. 

Super Series II
Round 1
March 6, 6:45 p.m.  

Round 2 
March 7, 3:45 p.m.

Round 3/Championship
March 8, 3:45 p.m. 

Super Series III
Round 1
March 9, 6:45 p.m. 

Round 2 
March 10, 6:45 p.m. 

Round 3/Championship 
March 11, 6:45 p.m.  

Super Series IV
Round 1
March 12, 6:45 p.m. 

Round 2
March 13, 6:45 p.m. 

Round 3/Championship
March 14, 3:45 p.m.

Super Series V
Round 1
March 15, 3:45 p.m.

Round 2
March 16, 6:45 p.m. 

Round 3/Championship
March 17, 6:45 p.m. 

Semifinals
Semifinal 1
March 18, 6:45 p.m. 

Semifinal 2
March 19, 6:45 p.m. 

Wild Card
March 20, 6:45 p.m. 

Championship
Rodeo Houston  
BP Super Series Championship
March 21, 3:45 p.m.

Super Shootout
Rodeo Houston Super Shootout:  
North America’s Champions
March 22, 3:45 p.m.

Helpful information

Special days & events

First-aid locations
• NRG Center Room 109 and Hall C lobby
• Just outside of the front of NRG Arena and inside the main doors, facing the carnival
• Southeast entrance of NRG Stadium

Lost items
Patrons can report missing items and return found items at the show’s lost and found area located in NRG 
Center, Room 102B. All items will be kept in the office for the duration of the show. For items lost or found in NRG 
Stadium, please check with any of the six guest services booths on the day the item is lost or check with the 
show’s lost and found area in NRG Center after 10 a.m. the following day.

CATCH A RIDE AROUND NRG PARK
Blue Line

• NRG Arena and the Blue lot
March 3–22, 9 a.m.–11 p.m.

Orange Line
• NRG Center and NRG Arena

March 3–22, 9 a.m.–11 p.m.
Pink Line

• NRG Arena and Loop 610 lot
March 3–10, 11 a.m.–11 p.m.
March 11–22, 9 a.m.–11 p.m.

Red Line
• NRG Center, Holiday Inn and  

the Red lot
March 3–22, 8 a.m.–8 p.m.

Yellow Line
• North side of NRG Stadium and  

the Yellow lot
March 3–22, 9 a.m.–11 p.m.

Houston

GUIDE2015

Livestock show

Rodeo

Top Hands Horse Show
Feb. 20, 1 p.m. 
English equitation, showmanship
Feb. 21, 8 a.m.  
Straight barrels, trail
Feb. 22, 8 a.m. 
Western equitation

The event offers a variety of competitions for 
riders of all ages with special needs and is 
divided into divisions based on assistance 
needed. The six events, which include 
showmanship at halter, English equitation, 
Western equitation, trail, pole bending and barrel 
racing are located in the NRG Arena. Free.

Rodeo Roundup
Feb. 24, 11 a.m.–1 p.m.

The roundup is held on the steps of Houston City 
Hall to inform the public about rodeo activities. 
The event includes live music, food, games and 
entertainment. Free.

World’s Championship  
Bar-B-Que Contest

Feb. 26, 5–11 p.m. 
Feb. 27, noon–11 p.m.
Feb. 28, 9 a.m.–11 p.m.

More than 250 teams compete in a traditional 
Texas cookoff. Visitors can enjoy the public 
venues, including the Miller Lite Garden, Rockin’ 
Bar-B-Que Saloon and the Chuck Wagon, where 
visitors receive a complimentary chopped beef 
sandwich plate. Free (ages 2 and younger), $5 
(ages 3–12), $15 (age 13 and up).

Go Texan Day
Feb. 27, all day

ConocoPhillips Rodeo Run
Feb. 28, 9 a.m. 

The 28th annual run helps raise scholarship funds 
for Texas youth and education. The 10K race 

and 5K fun run/walk begin in downtown Houston 
at the corner of Walker and Bagby streets and 
finishes on Allen Parkway. Registration or packet 
pickup are not available on race day. $30 (pre-
registration), $35 (after Feb. 7).

Downtown Rodeo Parade
Feb. 28, 10 a.m.

Since 1938, the rodeo parade has celebrated 
Western heritage in downtown Houston with 
decorative floats, thousands of men and women 
on horseback and marching bands. The parade 
begins at Bagby and Walker streets and ends at 
Lamar and Bagby streets. Free.

Armed Forces Appreciation Day
March 4, 6:45 p.m.

Armed forces personnel, veterans, family and 
friends are encouraged to attend dressed in red, 
white, and blue to show appreciation for the 
troops at NRG Park. The event includes a musical 
performance by Atlantic Records recording 
artist Hunter Hayes. Free (admission for service 
members with a military ID and accompanying 
spouses and children under the age of 18), 
$10–$86 (concert ticket prices).

Ladies Night Out
March 5, 6:30 p.m.

Admission for the event includes hors d’oeuvres, 
an open bar with specialty drinks and custom 
party favors at the Chairman’s Club of NRG 
Stadium. Guests are granted all-day access to 
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo activities. 
$150 (ticket prices).

Black Heritage Day
March 6, 6:45 p.m.

Guests can enjoy live entertainment on the Stars 
Over Texas Stage at NRG Park with bands, 
choirs and dance and cheerleading teams, as 
well as fine arts and historical and educational 
displays. The event includes a musical 

performance by Grammy Award winner John 
Legend. $18–$75 (ticket prices).

Lil’ Rustlers Rodeo
March 9, 5 p.m.
March 10, 5 p.m.
March 11, 5 p.m.

Contestants who have mental or physical 
disabilities showcase their skills in a barrel race 
with stick horses, steer roping and bull riding at 
the Tractor Supply Main Arena at NRG Center.

Rodeo Rockstar
March 10, 5:30–7:30 p.m. (semifinals)
March 17, 5:30–7:30 p.m. (finals)

Aspiring singers compete to be crowned the 
2015 Rodeo Rockstar on the Stars Over Texas 
Stage at NRG Park. The junior division is open to 
contestants ages 6–15, and the youth division 
features contestants ages 16–21. Each division 
winner takes home $1,500 and a belt buckle. 
The winners receive recording a studio recording 
session with Stormy Cooper Media and a ride in 
the following year’s Downtown Rodeo Parade. 
Judges include Cowboy Dave with The New 
Bull 100.3, music critic Joey Guerra and Phil 
Nudelman, concert video director with Rodeo 
Houston. Free.

Go Tejano Day
March 15, 3:45 p.m.

Guests can celebrate Houston’s Hispanic heritage 
with live entertainment on the Stars Over Texas 
Stage at NRG Park. The event offers the Rodeo 
Uncorked! champion wine garden and the 
Mariachi Invitational semifinals competition in 
The Hideout. La Arrolladora Banda El Limon and 
La Maquinaria Nortena are the featured live music 
guests. $18–$86 (ticket prices).

Compiled by Dionna Moore and Frank Rodasky
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Loop 610 parking lot

Public cash parking
Location
Entrance to the Loop 610 parking lot is off of West 
Bellfort Street and Kirby Drive
Hours of operation
(During the World’s Championship Bar-B-Que Contest)

Feb. 27–March 1, 11 a.m.–9 p.m.
(During the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo)

March 4–7, noon–10 p.m.
March 8–9, 11 a.m.–10 p.m.
March 10–23, 9 a.m.–10 p.m.

Pricing
$20 (During the World’s Championship Bar-B-Que 
Contest)
$15 (During the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo)

OST1 parking lot

Public rodeo express lot
Location
2103 S. Braeswood Blvd. (Old Spanish Trail at North 
Stadium Drive)
Hours of operation
(During the World’s Championship Bar-B-Que Contest)

Feb. 27, 5–11 p.m.
Feb. 28, 5 p.m.–1 a.m.
March 1, 11–1 a.m.

(During the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo)
Mon.–Thu., 5 p.m.–1 a.m.
Fri., 5 p.m.–2 a.m.
Sat., 11 a.m.– 2 a.m.
Sun., 11–1 a.m.
March 10–23, 5 p.m.–1 a.m.

Pricing
$15 per car to park
Ride options
Visitors can ride the shuttle bus for free. The last 
Reliant Park–bound bus departs at 9 p.m. each night.
Guests can ride the METRORail to Reliant Park for 
$2.50 (round-trip).

Yellow parking lot

Public cash parking, disabled parking and
volunteer parking option
Location
The primary route to the Yellow parking lot is following 
Loop 610 to Main Street and entering Gate 16.
Hours of operation

6 a.m.–close
Pricing
$20 (During the World’s Championship Bar-B-Que 
Contest)
$15 (During the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo)

Public parking

ENTERTAINMENT LINEUP

Rodeo

the hideout
Location: Large white tent on the east side of the AstrodomeAge requirement: 21 and up
Hours: Sun.–Thu. 6 p.m.–midnight, Fri.–Sat. 6 p.m.–1 a.m.Shows start time: 10:15 p.m. weekdays, 8:30 p.m. weekendsExtra fee: No

March 3-Justin van Sant
March 4-Scooter Brown Band
March 5-Abbi Walker
March 6-Black Heritage Day
March 7-Josh Ward
March 8-DJ Music
March 9-Kris Gordon
March 10-Josh Slaughter
March 11-Cameran Nelson
March 12-Folk Family Revival
March 13-Mike and the Moonpies
March 14-Randy Brown

March 15-Go Tejano Day
March 16-Gary P. Nunn
March 17-Chad Ware
March 18-Crooks
March 19-Max Stalling
March 20-Jon Wolfe
March 21-Sam Riggs
March 22-Junior Gordon

March 3-Eric Church
March 4-Hunter Hayes
March 5-Miranda Lambert
March 6-John Legend
March 7-Alan Jackson
March 8-Fall Out Boy
March 9-Justin Moore
March 10-Tim McGraw
March 11-Brantley Gilbert
March 12-Zac Brown Band
March 13-Pitbull

March 14-Billy Currington
March 15-La Arrolladora Banda El Limón and La Maquinaria Norteña
March 16-Dierks Bentley
March 17-Ariana Grande
March 18-Florida Georgia Line
March 19-Blake Shelton
March 20-The Band Perry
March 21-Brad Paisley
March 22-Luke Bryan

 

-  A Gated Entry  -  A Recreation Center with clubhouse & pool
-  23-acre Woodtrace Lake -  Miles of wooded greenbelt trails
-  Parks & nature reserves - Outstanding Tomball ISD Schools
-  Convenient location on SH 249, just  north of the new Grand Parkway

Six Furnished Model 
Homes Now Open 

Daily from the 
$300s - $700s

WoodtraceCommunity.com

FriendswoodDevelopment.com
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Early Education GuideEarly Education GuideEarly Education Guide
the woodlands Woodlands-area parents looking to enroll their children in an early childhood 

education program or preschool have dozens of options from which to choose. This 
guide includes education options for preschoolers in The Woodlands.

Compiled by: Julie Butterfield

Children’s Courtyard
8401 Kuykendahl Road
The Woodlands • 281-298-3715
www.childrenscourtyard.com

Age range: Infant–5 years old
Daily activities: Play-based curriculum, GrowFit 
menu and enrichment programs
Tuition range: $150–$280 weekly

Children’s Courtyard
10505 Six Pines Drive
The Woodlands • 281-367-1334
www.childrenscourtyard.com

Age range: Infant–5 years old
Daily activities: GrowFit menu, music and 
movement, science, social interaction, math
Tuition range: $104–$270 weekly

Children of Joy

7550 Crownridge Drive 
The Woodlands • 936-271-0893
www.sojoy.org

Age range: 18 months–kindergarten
Daily activities: Music and movement, chapel, 
arts and crafts, academics
Tuition range: $273–$391 monthly

Christ Community School
1488 Wellman Road
Conroe • 936-321-6300    
www.christcommunityschool.org

Daily activities: Bible, reading, math, Spanish, 
physical education, library, art, music
Age range: 2–5 years old
Tuition range: $185–$643 monthly 

Community  
Christian School 

10801 Falconwing Drive
The Woodlands • 281-292-2516
www.mycommunitychristianschool.com

Age range: 12 months–5 years old
Daily activities: Chapel, PE, math, reading
Tuition range: $185–$365 monthly

Community Kids 
Community Baptist Church
8909 Cochran’s Crossing Drive
The Woodlands • 936-271-4544
www.communitykidschildcare.com

Age range: 18 months–pre-K
Daily activities: Letters, consonant sounds, 
counting, basic colors, music, Bible, Spanish 
Tuition range: $125–$515 monthly

Creekwood Cottage 
5655 Creekside Forest Drive
The Woodlands • 281-516-1568
www.doortomyschool.com

Age range: 4–5 years old
Daily activities: Language immersion (half a 
day of English, half a day of French or Spanish), 
math, science
Tuition range: $520–$1,100 monthly

Esprit International 
School
4890 W. Panther Creek Drive
The Woodlands • 281-298-9200

Age range: 18 months–pre-K
Daily activities: Math, language, history,  
Spanish, science
Tuition range: $4,980–$17,000 annually

Good Shepherd Learning 
Center 
9191 Cochran’s Crossing Drive
The Woodlands • 936-273-2080
www.goodshepherd-wels.org

Age range: 18 months–5 years old
Daily activities: A Beka curriculum, Spanish, 
GrowFit, daily Bible lessons, music
Tuition range: $183–$609 monthly

Greystone House 
A Montessori School
1000 Evergreen Circle
The Woodlands • 281-298-2444
www.greystonehouse.com

Age range: Infant–kindergarten
Daily activities: Montessori-style instruction in 
each classroom
Tuition range: $725–$1,050 monthly 

Hope Montessori School
5125 Shadowbend Place
The Woodlands • 832-299-9212
www.hopemontessoritw.com

Age range: 2 years–6 years
Daily activities: Montessori material, math, 
language, geography, French, PE
Tuition range: $500–$850 monthly

Interfaith Child  
Development Center
5630 Rush Haven
Spring • 281-292-3617
www.interfaithkids.org

Age range: 12 months–5 years old 
Daily activities: Literature-based curriculum, 
science, library, creative arts and music 
Tuition range: $215–$960 monthly

The John Cooper School
One John Cooper Drive
The Woodlands • 281-367-0900
www.johncooper.org

Age range: Pre-K 
Daily activities: Art, PE, music, science,  
Spanish, library 
Tuition: $19,030 annually

The Kangaroo Forest 
Early Childhood Center 
7303 S. Forestgate Drive
The Woodlands • 281-465-4069
www.thekangarooforest.com

Age range: 6 weeks–5 years old
Daily activities: PE, music, science, Spanish
Tuition range: $425–$1,075 monthly 

Kids of the Kingdom 
3801 S. Panther Creek Drive
The Woodlands • 281-298-9901
www.lordoflifeonline.org

Age range: 18 months–4 years old
Daily activities: Chapel, music, motor move-
ment, science
Tuition: $236–$472 monthly

Kids R Kids
320 Valleywood Road
The Woodlands • 281-362-9222
www.krkwoodlands.com
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Celebrating 20 years in The Woodlands

Our tours tell a story so call us today and set one up.

1000 Evergreen Circle
The Woodlands, TX
281.298.2444

www.greystonehouse.com
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Age range: 3–5 years old
Daily activities: Alphabet, afternoon snacks, 
outdoors, Spanish, tumbling, fitness
Tuition: $160–$220 weekly

Kidville
4747 Research Forest Drive
The Woodlands • 281 651-5403
www.kidville.com

Age range: 2–3.3 years old
Daily activities: PE, art, enrichment, music  
Tuition: $195 for drop-in classes, $1,080 for 18 
weeks, twice a week

KinderCare
9005 Forest Crossing Drive
The Woodlands • 281-296-2966
www.kindercare.com

Age range: 6 weeks–12 years old
Daily activities: Phonics, cooking, music, 
Spanish
Tuition range: $110–$270 weekly

The Little Gym of The 
Woodlands
17947 I-45 Frontage Road, Ste. 214
The Woodlands • 936-321-2828

Age range: 4 months–5 years old
Daily activities: Beam skills, gymnastics rings, 
gymnastics skills
Tuition range: $18.50–$20.25 class

Montessori Villa of The 
Woodlands
2310 Golden Road 
The Woodlands • 281-292-2266
www.montessorivilla.org

Age range: 2.5–6 years
Daily activities: Math, language arts, geogra-
phy, botany and practical life
Tuition range: $375–$925 monthly

Paddington British 
School 
2010 Sawdust Road
Spring •281-292-0654
www.paddingtonbritishschool.com

Age range: 1–5 years old
Daily activities: Academics, art, music and 
movement, French, Spanish, science
Tuition range: $115–$925 monthly

Primrose School 
imperial oaks 
2114 Rayford Road  
Spring • 281-364-7400
www.primroseschools.com

Age range: 6 weeks–5 years old
Daily activities: Science, math, language, 
physical health and development
Tuition range: $115–$280 weekly

Primrose School 
of The Woodlands 
6909 Lake Woodlands Drive
The Woodlands • 281-681-3500
www.primroseschools.com

Age range: 6 weeks–12 years old
Daily activities: Science, math, language, and 
physical health and development
Tuition range: $1,127–$1,237 monthly

Primrose School  
of The Woodlands 
6403 College Park Drive
The Woodlands • 936-321-5900
www.primroseschools.com

Age range: 6 weeks–12 years old 
Daily activities: Science, math, language, 
physical health and development
Tuition range: $1,127–$1,237 monthly

Primrose School  
of The Woodlands  
at Creekside Park
26025 Strake Drive
The Woodlands • 281-351-7300
www.primroseschools.com

Age range: 6 weeks–12 years old
Daily activities: PE and health, creative arts 
and expression, music, Spanish program
Tuition range: $60–$280 weekly

Spanish Schoolhouse
3333 S. Panther Creek Drive
The Woodlands • 281-292-6116
www.spanishschoolhouse.com

Age range: 2–5 years old
Daily activities: Outside pretend play, PE,  
music and movement, Spanish, English
Tuition range: $395–$1,150 monthly

Teach-A-Tot
2280 Buckthorne Place
The Woodlands • 281-367-3232

Age range: 6 weeks–5 years old
Daily activities: English, science, math, art, 
history
Tuition range: $180–$220 weekly 

Trinity Episcopal  
Day School 
3901 S. Panther Creek Drive
The Woodlands • 281-367-5148
www.trinitywoodlands.org

Age range: 18 months–5 years old
Daily activities: Spanish, music, language arts, 
fine arts
Tuition range: $1,800–$6,000 (nine months)

The Woodlands Young 
Learners Academy 

7500 Woodstead Court
The Woodlands • 832-257-3563
www.twyounglearners.com

Age range: 18 months–5 years old
Daily activities: Spanish, library, computers, 
science, music
Tuition range: $1,100–$1,150 monthly 

Woodlands Treehouse 
Preschool 
10240 Terramont Drive
The Woodlands • 281-459-0052
www.woodlandstreehouse.org

Age range: 18 months–5 years old
Daily activities: English, Spanish, music, library
Tuition range: $400–$775 monthly

YMCA Child  
Development Center
6145 Shadowbend Place
The Woodlands • 281-367-9622
www.ymcahouston.org

Age range: 18 months–5 years old 
Daily activities: Spanish, PE, swimming
Tuition range: $670–$780 monthly
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This compilation is not intended to be comprehensive. 
For consideration in future guides, email  

wdlfeedback@impactnews.com.

School Curriculum 2-3-5 Days per Week/Hours 9-12, 9-3, 12-3, 8-5

Performances in our Musical Productions

Jr. Explorer Clubs
(also open to children not enrolled in Paddington)

Advanced Academics • Core Knowledge • Zoo Phonics • Handwriting Without Tears 
Fine Arts • Classical Music • Orchestra • Dance • Movement • Rainbow Kids Yoga
Etiquette • Spanish • French • Science Lab • Computer Lab • Art Studio • Music Room

Character Day • Holiday Musical • Spring 
Concert • Salute to the USA!

Science • Computer • Art • Spanish
French • Music/Dance • ABC 123 

NURSERY ● PRE-SCHOOL ● PRE-K ● TRANSITION ● KINDERGARTEN 

Fall Registration February 28th
Kindergarten Open House February 19th 9:30 am

26
26

Fusion Academy is a middle and high school that goes beyond 
a tailored education. With only one student and one teacher per 
classroom, students can go as fast or as slowly as it takes them to 
master the material. Who attends Fusion? Students in 6-12th grade 
who are not thriving in a traditional school environment.

For students who need an alternative to traditional.

The Woodlands  |  866.780.7937  |  FusionTheWoodlands.com

A one-to-one  
school like  
no other.

FusionAcademy.com
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D avid Vetter, the “Bubble 
Boy,” could not directly 
touch his family’s pets 

in their Shenandoah home—the 
bacteria they carried were far 
too deadly. Instead, his sister 
Katherine Vetter would often 
hold them up—a bunny, a dog—
so that David could experience 
some sense of normalcy from 
inside his sterilized space. At one 
point, the Vetter family kept a 
bird named Tweetie in a small 
birdcage. Katherine would hold 
the cage up to David, and the 
young boy who lived his life in 
a bubble would open the small 
cage door with his gloved hands, 
freeing the bird and sending his 
sister running after it.

David was born with severe 
combined immunodeficiency, or 
SCID. The syndrome is genetic, 
and those born with it have 
a deficient immune system. 
David’s younger brother, David 
Joseph, named after their father, 
David Joseph Vetter, was born 
in 1970 with SCID and died at 
7 months old. David Joseph Jr.’s 
passing served as a warning for 
David Phillips, born Sept. 21, 
1971. 

“They found out that David 
Phillips was going to be born 
with [SCID] and placed him 
immediately in isolation,”  
Katherine said.

David’s first sterile isolator, 
a 3-foot-by-6-foot bubble lined 
with polyvinyl chloride, was 
designed to accommodate him 
as a baby when he first came 
home from the Texas Children’s 

Hospital. As David grew older, 
the bubble grew in size and 
included four sections, the 
largest of which was a 10-foot-
by-8-foot playroom. Only David 
was allowed inside the sterile 
environment. 

Everything David needed or 
wanted had to first be sterilized 
before he could touch it. Kath-
erine said their father would 
make weekly trips to TCH to 
pick up the sterilized items, 
such as books, toys or clothes, 
which were encased in cylinders. 
The items would be delivered 
to David through his transport 
tunnel. He would get everything 
he needed this way. 

However, Katherine said 
David never requested shoes. 

“He didn’t like to wear shoes 
because he didn’t have to,” Kath-
erine said. “But he always wore 
socks. He said that one day he’d 
like to walk barefoot on grass 
and drink a Coke.”

David’s food needed to be 
sterilized, too. He could only eat 
jarred baby food, which came 
already sterile and in a sealed jar. 

When David’s mother, Carol 
Ann, would cook meals for the 
rest of the family, Katherine said 
her mom would often worry he 
could smell the food emanat-
ing from the kitchen. Yet, David 
never mentioned it. 

Despite the isolation chamber 
that prevented David from direct 
physical contact with people, his 
family found ways to make emo-
tional connections. Mealtimes, 
for instance, were often shared 

between brother and sister.
“I would eat with him every 

night [with my food] on a 
hospital tray,” Katherine said. 
“We’d watch football games, play 
Atari.” 

Katherine said David’s favorite 
Atari game was Pong, but it was 
“Star Wars” 
that he was 
interested 
in most. 
Hasbro, the 
toy manu-
facturer who 
makes “Star 
Wars” toys, sent David one of 
every “Star Wars” action figure it 
produced, all safely sterilized. 

In 1977, David was fitted with 
a special spacesuit that allowed 
him to walk outside of the 
bubble environment. The process 
of putting the suit on was  
arduous, but David was able to 
venture out a few times. 

David also had a transport 
bubble, which was equipped 
with wheels. Katherine said 
David was able to see a Fourth 
of July parade and a fire engine. 
Getting David outside of his 
normal environment, however, 
was no easy task, and using the 

transport 
bubble for 
trips outside 
was reserved 
for special 
occasions, 
such as a 
one-time 

trip to the movie theater.
David owned the videotape of 

the first “Star Wars” film, which 
he could watch on the TV set in 
his playroom. 

“David loved it and would 
watch it over and over again,” 
Carol Ann said. 

She said when the sequel, 
“The Empire Strikes Back,” was 

David Vetter
Family reflects on life of boy who 
lived in isolated environment
By Julie Butterfield

HISTORY       SHENANDOAH

released in theaters in 1980, 
David wanted to see that, too.

A family friend arranged with 
a Shenandoah movie theater 
manager for them to see the 
movie. The manager opened the 
theater for a private showing for 
the Vetter family. 

“He loved ‘Star Wars,’” Carol 
Ann said. “The only movie he 
ever saw [in the theater] was ‘The 
Empire Strikes Back.’”

In 1983, about a year before 
David died, he said he wanted 
to go outside to witness a lunar 
eclipse. Carol Ann said David 
pleaded with her to disconnect 
his transport bubble and roll 
him to the front of the walkway 
so he could witness the eclipse. 

“I said ‘No, I can’t do that, 
David. I can’t be responsible by 
myself for disconnecting your 
bubble,’” Carol Ann said. “So 
when Katherine got home from 
school, he pressed her.” 
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David Vetter lived his life in a polyvinyl chloride chamber. Vetter is pictured here with his mother, Carol Ann Demaret. 

“He never tried to get 
out of the bubble. He 
could have gotten out 
any time he wanted.”

—Katherine Vetter

STUCK WITH HIGH
INSURANCE RATES?

WE CAN HELP!
3 Year Rate Guarantee*

SHIR-1-CLR-4x4-0714

Insurance underwritten by
Freedom Life Insurance Company of America
National Foundation Life Insurance Company

*Not available in all states or on all products. Exclusions and limitations apply.

        (936) 718-9137 
    frank.keechi@ushadvisors.com 

Satisfaction lies in the effort
 not in the attainment

full effort is full victory

Mahatma Gandhi

crossfittowncenter.com
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David got his way. 
“Katherine and I disconnected 

his transport bubble from his 
playroom and sealed it off. We 
were outside for about 10 to 15 
minutes,” Carol Ann said. “I’m 
so glad we did that because that 
meant a lot to David.” 

Dr. William Shearer, David’s 
doctor and professor of  
pediatrics and immunology for 
Baylor College of Medicine, said, 
“David was a wonderful patient 
who was so well-educated 
because he dealt with profession-
als all his life.”

Yet, David had a reserved side 
and was reluctant with whom he 
became close, Shearer said. 

“[David] had to get used to 
you before you entered his inner 
circle,” he said. “It took a while 
before David and I became 
friends, but when we did it was 
a pleasure to work with him. It 
was a good relationship.” 
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Dr. William Shearer was David’s primary care physician. David could not have direct contact with anything outside his chamber.

Shearer understood that for 
David to lead a normal life, he 
would eventually need to be 
removed from his bubble.

“It was impossible for him to 
stay inside the bubble, so that’s 
when he was transplanted,” 
Shearer said. “The physical 
location and the psychological 
nature—there was a need for 
him to come out for sure.”

To get him out of the bubble, 
David needed to undergo a bone 
marrow transplant. But at the 
age of 12, David died from  
complications from the  
procedure on Feb. 22, 1984. 

Despite the efforts by doctors 
to provide him with an unre-
strained lifestyle, Katherine said 
David remained resigned to his 
constraints.

“He never tried to get out of 
the bubble,” Katherine said. “He 
could have gotten out any time 
he wanted.” 
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David’s sister Katherine said one of David’s favorite childhood activities was to 
spray people with a water hose in the yard of their Shenandoah home.  

Mealtimes were often shared between brother and sister.

David would pretend to blow out the candles on his birthday cakes from his  
isolation chamber, while Katherine (center) would extinguish them. 

The David Clinic
The upcoming David Clinic, named 
after David Phillips Vetter, at Texas 
Children’s Hospital The Woodlands 
will offer care for children with 
abnormalities of their immune 
systems.

All babies born in the state of 
Texas are now screened for SCID. 
The disease is nearly 100 percent 
curable in infants who receive the 
diagnosis and care within the first 
three months of life. The David 
Clinic provides care to children of 
The Woodlands community who are 
suspected of having SCID.

Source: Texas Children’s Hospital

David Dream Run
David Elementary School hosts the 
David Dream Run fundraiser walk 
and run. All of the money raised 
benefits Texas Children’s Hospital. 
The event has raised more than 
$350,000 in 20 years. 

Woodforest Bank Stadium,  
19115 David Memorial Drive, 
Shenandoah 
May 9, 8 a.m.

RECLAIM YOUR LIFE
OUR MISSION

To provide comprehensive, personalized, evidence based 
gynecologic oncology care to women

WE OFFER CARE TO ALL WOMEN WITH A GYNECOLOGIC ONCOLOGY CONDITION

• Evaluation and treatment of ovarian, uterine,
 cervical, vaginal and vulvar cancers
• Evaluation and treatment of cervical and 
 vaginal dysplasia
• Evaluation and treatment of vulvar intraepithelial
 neoplasia
• Evaluation of complex adnexal or pelvic masses
• Evaluation of postmenopausal bleeding
• Second opinions
• Risk reducing surgery for BRCA and Lynch 
 gene mutations.

COMMON 
SERVICES WE 

PROVIDE

OFFICE LOCATIONS

17521 St Luke’s Way
Suite 180

The Woodlands, TX 77384

22710 Professional Drive
Suite 202

Kingwood, TX 77339

837 FM 1960 West
Suite 106

Houston, TX 77090

SCHEDULING 
936-447-9490 (o�  ce) • 832-442-4657 (fax) • Ghpmagynonc.com
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CORRIDOR

Ste. 150 
281-651-5637 
www.thewoodlandstx.
gigiscupcakesusa.com
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–7 p.m.,  
closed Sunday

Ste. 495  
281-364-9200
www.honeybeehamthewoodlands.com
Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–7 p.m., Sat. 10 
a.m.–4 p.m., closed Sunday

Spotlight
Gigi’s Cupcakes

Spotlight
Honey-Bee Ham & Deli

Gigi’s Cupcakes, which is owned by 
Jerry and Cheryl Rowell, now carries 
bread loaves, with flavors such as blue-
berry streusel, banana nut with choco-
late chip and pumpkin white chocolate. 
For Valentine’s Day, Gigi’s offers a Love 
Box, which is a four cupcake combo 
with red velvet, midnight magic, wed-
ding cake and strawberry flavors. 

The store also custom bakes and 
decorates cakes, which landed the 
Cochran’s Crossing location on a new 
episode of the CBS reality TV show 
“Undercover Boss,” which will air Feb. 
13. Gigi Butler, who founded the Gigi’s 
franchise in Nashville eight years ago, 
worked with the show producers to 
make up a story so she could work 
undercover and in disguise in the store.

 “We all bought the side story,” Jerry 
said.

After having worked in the store 
for two weeks, cake designer Cheryl 
Clark was chosen by Butler to enter the 

Honey-Bee Ham & Deli hosts a six-
burger challenge that consists of eating 
six hamburger patties on one bun. If 
challengers successfully eat the six pat-
ties, they get their picture on the wall. 
There’s no time limit.

“Basically, if you don’t eat it as soon as 
possible, chances are you won’t finish,” 
owner Lisa Matthys said. “There’s a lot 
of people who can’t finish and have one 
little bite left.”

Matthys said everything at Honey-Bee 
is homemade, including their best-
selling green bean casserole, which is 
popular, not just at holiday time, but 
year-round. It is made with fried onions, 
green beans and a special cheese. 

“It’s one of our biggest side dishes that 
we sell,” she said. 

Honey-Bee offers corporate catering 
as well as prepared dinners for families. 
Matthys said that during the holidays, 
the line of customers wanting a spiral-
cut ham and Honey-Bee side dishes 

A spotlight on independently owned businesses and a comprehensive 
listing of stores, services and restaurants in the Cochran’s Crossing 
Village Center.

Additional businesses in the Cochran’s Crossing Village Center

Compiled by Julie Butterfield

Beauty

Amerejuve Med Spa
Ste. 155 • 713-960-6262
www.amerejuve.com

Darque Tan
Ste. 460 • 281-298-8787
www.darquetan.com

Nails of America
Ste. 195 • 281-292-0834
www.nailsofamerica.com

Shag Spa and Salons
Ste. 485 • 281-296-7424
www.shagspaandsalons.com

TGF Hair Salon
Ste. 435 • 281-362-0550
www.tgfhairsalons.com

Dining

Marble Slab 
Ste. 165 • 281-362-9111
www.marbleslab.com

Rico’s Mexican Grill
Ste. 200 • 281-367-7382
www.ricosgrill.com

Skeeter’s Mesquite Grill
Ste. 420 • 281-364-1094
www.skeetersgrill.com

Subway
Ste. 430 • 281-465-8675
www.subway.com

Sundale Donuts & Bagel Café
Ste. 185 • 281-367-7177
www.facebook.com/
sundaledonutsnumerouno

Health Care

Clear Choice Orthodontics
Ste. 410 • 281-367-3348
www.clearchoiceortho.com

Dr. Ray McLendon’s 
ClearChoice Orthodontic 
Associates
Ste. 190 • 281-587-4900
www.clearchoiceortho.com

Define Gym
Ste. 100 • 832-499-6383
www.definebody.com

Karate Inc. of The 
Woodlands
Ste. 125 • 281-362-0066
www.karatewoodlands.com

Retail

CVS Pharmacy
Ste. 450 • 281-364-7277
www.cvs.com

Kroger Signature Store
Ste. 300 • 281-367-1591
www.kroger.com

Shell Gas
4655 Research Forest Drive
281-367-7727
www.shell.us

Sheryl’s Hallmark
Ste. 400 • 281-298-2110
www.hallmark.com

Services

Animal Clinic of The 
Woodlands
Ste. 125 • 281-298-7387
 

animalclinicsofthewoodlands.
com

BBVA Compass
4825 Research Forest Drive
281-367-7727
www.bbvacompass.com

Kidville
Ste. 145 • 281-651-5403
www.kidville.com

Kumon Math and Reading 
Center
Ste. 110 • 281-353-6925
www.kumon.com

MW Cleaners
Ste. 175 • 281-364-8425
www.mwcleaners.com

The UPS Store
Ste. 180 • 281-362-1042
www.ups.com

Gosling Rd. 
R

esearch Forest D
r. 

Cochran’s Crossing Village Center
4747 Research Forest Drive
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Gigi’s Cupcakes sells a variety of baked goods, 
including breads and cakes.

Honey-Bee Ham and Deli offers a six-patty burger 
challenge.

“Undercover Boss” finalist selection. 
“Cheryl Clark wound up being the big 

winner,” Jerry said. 

extends outside the door. 
“We are a tried-and-true business,” 

Matthys said. “We’ve been here for 20 
years.” 
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REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our other Houston metro editions

Commercial development ramps up in Cypress
CY-FAIR Several commercial devel-
opment projects are underway in 
Cy-Fair’s master-planned com-
munities that developers hope will 
transform the landscape of the com-
munity into a regional destination. 

Residential growth in the Cypress 
area has driven much of the demand 
for additional retail infrastructure, said 
Randy Corson, vice president of Mischer 
Investments, the developer of Cypress 
Creek Lakes.  

“All the things residents want and 
need are coming here,” he said. “I think 
the retail and commercial development 
is coming in because of the needs of the 
families living in this area.” 

Caldwell Companies, the developer 
of master-planned community Towne 
Lake, is making progress on two mixed-
use projects this year: the Boardwalk at 
Towne Lake and Cypress Crossing. 

The Boardwalk at Towne Lake will 
feature both retail and office space in four 
buildings along with a central green area at 
the forefront of Towne Lake, near the cor-
ner of Barker Cypress and Tuckerton roads. 

“It will be a great place for families to 
gather and have a place to go eat, shop or 
dine in the neighborhood,” said Miranda           
Hadamik, vice president of investments 
for Caldwell Companies. “There will be 
20 boat lifts, so residents can ride their 
boat to go to dinner, go shopping or get 
their nails done.” 

Hadamik said the project will be 
a draw for the entire Cypress region 
because of its location on the water. Out-
door activities  are also being planned for 
the weekend at the central green space. 
Full story by Marie Leonard

TOMBALL As Greater Houston 
area development and population 
growth continue to sprawl out-
ward into Tomball and Magnolia, 
local law enforcement entities and 
residents are ramping up efforts to 
combat an increase in specific crime 
rates throughout the community.

From 2012–13, Tomball Police 
Department statistics indicate a 67 
percent rise in robbery rates and a 20 
percent increase in auto theft in the 
city. In Magnolia, car burglaries and 
driving while intoxicated rates have 
both grown by more than 50 percent 
each, and criminal mischief crimes, 
such as vandalism, have risen 60 per-
cent from 2013–14. 

A larger population moving to the 
Tomball and Magnolia areas means more 
calls for service, heavier workloads for 
officers and slower response times for 
service calls, Magnolia interim Police 
Chief Charles Wedemeyer said. An 

increase in minor police calls can reduce 
the overall effectiveness of a police force 
in protecting its residents against more 
serious crimes, he said.

“What once seemed like an out-of-
town trip to [Tomball or] Magnolia is 
just up the street [now],” Wedemeyer 
said. “The criminal element goes to 
where they get the biggest bang for 
their buck.”

Though the TPD service area encom-
passes a significant portion of Tomball-
area residents,  MPD only operates 
jurisdiction within the 2.5-mile city 
limits, serving 1,500 residents. The 
estimated 138,000 residents located in 
the surrounding Magnolia area receive 
law enforcement services under the 
jurisdiction of the Montgomery County 
sheriff ’s office and the Montgomery 
County Precinct 5 constable’s office.

Tomball Police Chief Billy Tidwell said 
the city has seen an increase in armed 
robberies over a two-year period, from 
six in 2012 to 10 in 2013. 

“I do think there is a direct correlation 
between population [growth] and crime,” 
Tomball Police Department Captain Rick 
Grassi said. 
Full story by Frank Rodasky
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TOP STORIES

Tomball, Magnolia 
growth trends parallel 
rise in crime

TEXAS TUSCAN FURNITURE DESIGNS
Where Everything is One of a Kind...

Redefining Fine Furniture

Exotic and Repurposed Hardwood Furniture,
Home Accessories and More

 26207 OAK RIDGE DR.  STE. A . THE WOODLANDS, TX. 77380 

281-292-5536 • 713-426-5556
Monday to Saturday 10-6pm • Sunday by Appointment Only

www.TexasTuscanFurniture.com

Info@TexasTuscanFurniture.com

Grogan’s Mill Rd.
Sawdust Rd.

Interstate 45

N

Nursery Rd.

Oak Ridge Dr.

NEW ARRIVALS

First American Title
National Commercial Services
Employee Spotlight: Sharon Mork

We are pleased to announce the promotion  
of Sharon Mork to Vice President and Branch  
Manager for our new First American Title  
NCS office in The Woodlands.

Sharon joined our team in 2012 with more 
than 20 years of knowledge and experience 
as a Texas commercial real estate paralegal 
and commercial escrow officer.

Sharon Mork
Vice President, Branch Manager – The Woodlands
832.246.5343  |  smork@firstam.com

©2015 First American Financial Corporation and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved. q NYSE: FAF

832.246.5342 q www.firstam.com/ncs
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DEVELOPMENT

Full stories online at impactnews.com

Construction costs shape plans for 
development in Greater Houston area
CY-FAIR Two big challenges construc-
tion companies and builders in the 
Greater Houston area encountered in 
2014 are expected to continue in 2015. 
The rising cost of building materi-
als means the price of construction is 
rising, and a shortage of skilled labor-
ers has led to an increase in wages, 
which is also driving up costs, accord-
ing to area builders and developers.

The rising cost of construction has had 
notable effects on the development of 
major projects. Officials at Cy-Fair ISD 
and Lone Star College System both said 
construction costs are closely monitored 
and taken into account when new schools 
and buildings are being considered. 

Residential developers have also been 
put under pressure by rising costs as they 
work at a rapid pace to meet demand 
for new homes throughout Cypress, 
which has been particularly strong in 
master-planned communities such as 
Bridgeland. Homebuilders have found 
themselves with project opportunities as 
demand for work remains steady.

“A major concern for builders at this 
point is the rising cost of labor due to 
the shortage of labor,” said Kevin Fran-
kel, president of the Greater Houston 
Builders Association, or GHBA. “This 
has been a focus for years. It’s some-
thing we have sat down and had discus-
sions about to try to come up with ways 
to alleviate it.”

The increasing cost of construction for 
office projects can be linked in part to the 
growing depth of the tenant pool creating 
more demand. A number of projects went 
online in 2014 to alleviate that demand, 
but the glut of projects only intensifies the 
labor shortage, according to officials with 
Kirksey Architecture, a Houston-based 
company that publishes an annual report 
analyzing construction costs.

“High demand, labor shortages, con-
crete shortages, long lead times for criti-
cal components and subcontractor fees 
and availability are among the drivers of 
the cost surges,” the authors of Kirksey 
report concluded. 
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

DINING

Ron’s Hamburgers and Chili
TOMBALL In 1975, an appreciation 
for homecooked food led Ron Baber 
to shift gears from his manufacturing 
industry career and open the first Ron’s 
Hamburgers and Chili in Oklahoma. 
While growing up, David White fre-
quented the restaurants as they spread 
throughout his home state and became 
fond of the unique Baber family recipes. 

“[The restaurant is] locally owned, and 
the only people that get into it are people 
who know the [Baber] family,” White 
said. “I’ve become good friends with the 
youngest [Baber] son, Mike, and Mike 
has two stores—one in downtown Tulsa, 
[Oklahoma] and one in Lowell, [Arkan-
sas]. He has the two most successful 
stores out of all of them.”

In September 2012, White drew on 
more than a decade of restaurant experi-
ence and opened the first Texas location of 
Ron’s Hamburgers and Chili in Tomball. 
The 1,800-square-foot establishment 
serves an array of housemade specialty 
fresh beef hamburgers and award-win-
ning chili.  
Full story by Liza Winkler
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Tomball • 832-698-4201
www.ronschili.com
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.,  
Sun. 11 a.m.–3 p.m.

068-103 TomballCommImpact Ad FEB 10x6.04 MECH.indd   1 1/29/15   4:46 PM



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com68

But in December 2014, Layne Chris-
tensen backed out of its deal with the town-
ship and the county, saying it could not meet 
its promise of job creation. 

Representatives from Layne Christensen 
did not return messages to Community 
Impact Newspaper for comment on this 
story. 

The case of Layne Christensen, however, 

Oil prices
Continued from | 1

may not be indicative of a Woodlands job 
economy that experts say may be too strong 
to suffer major losses. ExxonMobil’s reloca-
tion of nearly 3,000 jobs to its 385-acre cam-
pus in Spring, which has prompted several 
companies to follow in its wake, has created 
an economic driver that could be recession-
proof, experts say.

The Woodlands economy
“I believe The Woodlands is going to be 

in pretty good shape,” said Adam Perdue, 
economist for the University of Houston’s 

Bauer Institute for Regional Forecasting. 
“It is going to take a few years for all of the 
new development that ExxonMobil spurred 
to come online. Those that service Exxon-
Mobil are still going to want to be there. The 
Woodlands is going to fare the least badly 
[among surrounding areas] out of the pro-
fessional side of oil and gas.”

The energy industry makes up 32 per-
cent of The Woodlands area job market 
among major employment sectors, mak-
ing it the economic leader in the area. 
More than 8,800 workers are employed 

in the oil and gas industry in The Wood-
lands area. Some of the industry’s larg-
est companies are either headquartered 
in The Woodlands or have offices in The 
Woodlands, including Anadarko Petro-
leum Corporation, Huntsman LLC, Baker 
Hughes, Chevron Phillips Chemical and 
Halliburton Company.

The Woodlands Area EDP works to 
recruit businesses to The Woodlands area as 
well as retain established companies. Over 
the past three years, the EDP has played 
a role in the corporate relocations to The 

Experts weigh in on why they believe the 
price of oil is lower than normal.

WHY IS THE PRICE  
OF OIL LOW

“The most recent drop began in 
2014 and traces its roots to U.S. 
overproduction [of oil], weak global 
growth and [Saudi Arabia] deciding 
to put a greater priority on market 
share than price.” 

– “Economy At A Glance,” Greater 
Houston Partnership

“In 2008, the U.S. was only 
producing 5 million barrels [of oil] 
a day. Now we are producing 9.2 
million gallons [of oil] per day. We 
have almost doubled our production. 
Normally that would be a good thing, 
but demand in the rest of the world 
hasn’t grown as fast.” 

– Patrick Jankowski, vice president 
of research, Greater Houston 
Partnership

“The European Union still hasn’t 
shaken out of its recession, and 
China’s economy is not growing as 
fast as people expected it to. The 
demand for oil has not grown as 
fast as people expected it to. And 
we have increased our output of oil 
significantly due to shale plays and 
fracking.” 

– Adam Perdue, economist, 
University of Houston, Bauer College 
Institute for Regional Forecasting

THE PRICE OF OIL

NOW vs. THE 1980s

Houston’s first energy crisis occurred in the 1980s when the price of oil dropped below $30 per barrel. 
During the Great Recession, oil bottomed out at less than $45 per barrel. 

By the end of January, the price of oil per 
gallon had reached its lowest point since the 
Great Recession of the mid-2000s. Experts say 
increased production and global economics are 
among the reasons for the lower price.
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A comparison of the current price of oil per gallon to prices from the 1980s when the Greater Houston 
area suffered its most historic economic crash

1980s Recession Great Recession 
 

Current downturn 
 

change change change} } }78% 70% 56%
Oil peak  

August 1980: $114.51 
Oil low  

March 1986: $24.83 

Oil peak  
July 2008: $143.71 

Oil low  
December 2008: $43.35

Oil peak  
June 2014: $108.41 

Oil low  
January 2015: $47.79

Source: Energy Information Administration
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Woodlands of Strike LLC, Newfield Explo-
ration and Talisman Energy, among others. 

“At this point, [the energy recession] has 
not impacted us,” Staley said. “But I think 
we have to be prepared for [a recession] to 
potentially happen.”

While experts say the local economy has 
yet to experience firsthand a significant 
fallout from plummeting oil prices, some 
believe indicators of a weakening economy 
could show up in the other forms.

“If you’re not that person being laid off, 
people start to fear they will be laid off,” said 

Patrick Jankowski, vice president of research 
for the Greater Houston Partnership, or 
GHP. “Even if their job is safe, they will be 
cautious with their spending. If you work in 
a restaurant, you might not see as many peo-
ple go out on a Wednesday night anymore.”

Perdue said financial losses at local oil 
companies have a trickle-down effect on 
other industries.

“In Houston, what you are going to 
see is when oil companies do badly, their 
employees do badly, and they won’t be 
able to spend as much money at any other 

THE WOODLANDS LARGEST EMPLOYER

THE WOODLANDS AREA  
MAJOR EMPLOYERS BY SECTOR

“Oil prices are falling and some people are 
concerned,” Brand said. “But the market is 
not going to come back to Earth. There are 
thousands of people moving to the area, and 
they have to buy a home.”

According to the Houston Association of 
Realtors, the Greater Houston area housing 
market had its strongest year ever in 2014, 
with 75,319 homes sold, an increase of 3 per-
cent over 2013. Last year, southwest Mont-
gomery County was second in the Greater 
Houston area in the number of homes sold 
with 4,453 at an average price of $260,500.

Brand said even if overall home sales do 
fall because of the energy recession, home 
prices should remain strong in The Wood-
lands area.

“Even during the height of the last eco-
nomic recession—when people lost their 
retirement incomes—prices never fell 
in The Woodlands,” he said. “There were 
fewer sales, but The Woodlands is much 
different than it was then. This is not a 
recession, and people aren’t bailing.”

Cautious optimism
Local industry experts remain cautiously 

optimistic that the local economy will 
remain strong, despite the volatility of the 
price of oil. In its monthly “Economy at a 
Glance” publication, the GHP reports that 
the price of oil will not significantly increase 
this year. 

The GHP reports that the price of oil could 
rebound in 2016 if “low oil prices drive a 
significant amount of production from the 
market and global economic growth heats 
up, stimulating a demand for energy.” 

Although there are fears of a return 
to the mid-1980s crash, Jankowski said 
Houston is more diversified and the U.S. 
economy is stronger.

“I see some people panicking and some 
people who are nonchalant,” he said. “They 
should be somewhere in between. [The 
energy recession] will cause some pain for 
Houston, but [it will not be] a repeat of the 
1980s. We learned our lesson then. Growth 
will slow down, but the economy isn’t going 
to implode.”

local industries,” he said. “You will see less 
spending throughout the economy—less 
spending on dry cleaning, less people going 
out to restaurants.”

Real estate market
The local real estate market, which by 

some measures was the strongest it has ever 
been in 2014, is also expected to prove its 
resilience through the current energy down-
turn, said Ken Brand, sales manager for Bet-
ter Homes and Gardens Real Estate Gary 
Greene Realtors.
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OIL AND GAS COMPANIES  
IN THE WOODLANDS

Oil and gas companies in The Woodlands 
with 100 or more employees:

3,481 
814 
706 
673 
644
465
429
341
274
251 
180
150 
150 
104 
100 

ENERGY 32%

EDUCATION 17%

PROFESSIONAL & 
SPECIALTY SERVICES 17%

HEALTH CARE 17%

HOSPITALITY &  
ENTERTAINMENT 5%

BANKING 4%

DISTRIBUTION &  
TRANSPORTATION 3%

PUBLIC AGENCIES 3%

LIFE SCIENCE 2%

ENERGY

Adam Perdue, economist 
for the Bauer Institute for 
Regional Forecasting at 
the University of Houston, 
said he believes the price of 
oil could affect companies 
differently, depending on if 
they serve the upstream or 
downstream industries of the 
oil and gas sector.

“[Upstream companies] are 
going to be hurt because 
they are getting less for their 
output, and they are getting 

less for the oil they bring out 
of the ground,” he said.

Perdue said many global 
upstream companies are 
located in Houston, as are 
the companies that service 
them, such as piping 
companies.

“When upstream companies 
can no longer afford to get 
oil out of the ground, they 
don’t need these services,” 
he said.

UPSTREAM vs. DOWNSTREAM

• Conduct geological surveys to 
explore possible reserve sites

• Search underground for potential 
crude oil and natural gas fields

• Obtain leases and permission 
from land owners to drill and 
explore

• Gather and store oil and gas

• Refine crude oil
• Distribute oil and gas to retail 

outlets
• Byproducts can include gaso-

line and natural gas liquids
• Often include oil refineries, 

petrochemical plants and  
distributors

UPSTREAM DOWNSTREAM

What is most important to you in regard to the oil and gas industry?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll

10200 Grogan's Mill Road, Suite 340 | The Woodlands, TX | 77380 
(281) 298-2700 Offi ce | (281) 298-2760 Fax | (877) 824-4299 Toll Free

www.chjwealthmanagement.com

Stop in for a visit and let us get you on the right path!

• Independent Investment Management designed 
to protect and grow your wealth

• Located in The Woodlands

Source: The Woodlands Area EDP

Sources: Investopedia, Croft Systems, Petroleum Services Association of Canada
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latest arrests for an armed robbery, their 
tattoos led police interrogators to inquire if 
the suspects were members of a gang. The 
robbers said they were with Tango Blast, a 
known gang in Texas. 

McDaniel said the sheriff ’s office has 
developed the new gang unit to gather intel-
ligence and build a database to track gang 
members who live in and frequent The 
Woodlands area. 

“The objective [of the GIU] is to improve 
our knowledge of gang activities within the 
confines of Montgomery County,” McDan-
iel said. “We’re focusing on the entire county 
when it comes to this new unit. We do know 
that gang activity is  increasing, and Mont-
gomery County seems to be a valid target 
of opportunity for gangs out of the Houston 
metroplex area.” 

He said the Montgomery County Com-
missioners Court approved funding to 
establish the GIU because it recognized 
gang activity as a potential long-term prob-
lem that needs to be addressed immediately. 

 “We know that we’ve had gang members 
here for years,” McDaniel said. “We have not 
really known the numbers or different types 
of gangs, so it’s hard to establish a baseline 
of gang activity. We’re now trying to capture 
the data so we can understand from here on 
out the gang activity going forward.” 

McDaniel said gangs tend to be involved 
in more violent crimes—bypassing minor 
thefts—and targeting larger venues, such as 
banks. 

“You don’t see [gangs] committing the 
petty thefts,” he said. “They’re not generally 
going to go in and shoplift. They look for a 
bigger bang for their buck.” 

Gangs are attracted to The Woodlands 
because of the socioeconomic status of the 
community, McDaniel said.

Crime
Continued from | 1

“They’re going to go where the money is,” 
he said. 

Crimes reported
Meanwhile, call data compiled by the 

township Law Enforcement Services 
suggests a five-year spike in crimes such 
as sexual assaults and auto thefts, and a 
decrease in robberies. 

In 2010, there were 26 calls for sexual 
assaults and 57 auto thefts reported in The 
Woodlands. By the end of 2014, records 
showed 50 calls for sexual assault and 
105 for auto theft. Yet, reports of robbery 
decreased. Robbery calls were logged 51 
times in 2010 and 33 times in 2014. 

However, township Law Enforcement 
Director Marian Leck said when call reports 
come in, they do not necessarily reflect an 
actual crime.

Sexual assault and auto theft reports out-
paced  population growth in The Wood-
lands, with sexual assault calls increasing 
92.3 percent from 2010 compared to 2014 
and auto thefts increasing by 84.2 percent. 
Robbery calls decreased by 35.3 percent, 
and assault calls decreased 23.5 percent from 
2010 compared to 2014. 

According to The Woodlands Devel-
opment Company, the population of The 
Woodlands in 2010 was 97,023. By Dec. 1, 
2014, the population stood at 109,679, an 
increase of 13.04 percent.

Township efforts
In addition to the county’s efforts to curb 

recent crime trends, the township is spend-
ing more money than ever on law enforce-
ment initiatives. 

According to the township, law enforce-
ment expenses are expected to increase by 
11.84 percent from 2014 compared to 2015 
after only rising 6.59 percent from 2013–14 
and 5.47 percent from 2012–13. 

Leck said the large amount of visitor 

ASSAULT, SEXUAL ASSAULT, AUTO 
THEFT, DUI AND ROBBERY CALLSCRIME CALLS

activity, not just the number of people liv-
ing in the community, justifies the increase 
in law enforcement expenses. 

“We always want to stay ahead of the curve 
and look at a variety of issues as it relates to 
law enforcement,” she said. “You  have to 
look at the whole picture.” 

Included in the township 2015 budget is 
$1.1 million to add more police officers to 
patrol The Woodlands. According to the 
township, the increases in law enforcement 
is due to the continued development of 
Hughes Landing, the Village of Creekside 
Park and the I-45/Hwy. 242 corridor.

Village comparison
Town Center had the highest number of 

calls in 2014 with 16,907. College Park had 
the least amount of crime call reports, with 
5,148 in the last year. 

“In general, the crime [statistics] are 
encouraging over the last few years,” Alden 
Bridge Village Association President Steve 
Leakey said. “The sheriff ’s department has 
been funding more law enforcement. My 
general impression is that the coverage we’re 
getting [and] the crime prevention measures 
from neighborhood watch are working.” 

McDaniel said the concentration of 
vehicles in Town Center allows for more 
opportunities for vehicular crime,  which is 
the most common call police receive in The 
Woodlands downtown district. 

He said law enforcement is attempting to 
curb criminal activity in the area. Measures 

include adding surveillance and baiting 
the interior of cars with visible items and 
unlocked doors to catch criminals in the act. 

“You’re being surveilled by deputies, and 
they swoop down on you,” he said. “The 
kicker is you never know [which] car is 
being monitored.”

The Village of Grogan’s Mill had a decrease 
in reported assault and burglary from 2010 
compared to 2014.

Grogan’s Mill Village board member 
Thomas Chumbley said law enforcement 
efforts and neighborhood watch initiatives 
assist in deterring crime.

 “All the info the township puts out about 
making sure you lock your doors and the big 
efforts you get [from] neighborhood watch, 
that’s helping,” he said.

Woodlands Watch is a police community 
partnership in which neighbors are encour-
aged to share information to keep homes 
and the community safer.

Chumbley said “vacation watch,” a free 
patrol service for Montgomery County 
residents on vacation, is helping as well.

“So much crime is crime of opportu-
nity,” Chumbley said. “Someone will drive 
by and see a garage door open and say, 
‘Oh, look, there’s a nice set of golf clubs in 
there.’ It’s very important for neighbors to 
secure their property.” 

Residents can sign up for Woodlands Alert, a community notification system that provides residents with urgent 
public safety information about issues such as criminal activity. www.woodlandsalert.org 

Watch meetings and Good Neighbor Days
• The Woodlands Watch is a community neighborhood watch program in The Woodlands for more than 29 years.
• Good Neighbor Days give residents the opportunity to get to know each other while learning about crime 

prevention and safety from public safety personnel.
• www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov • 281-210-3800

Source: The Woodlands Township

THE WOODLANDS ALERT SIGN-UP

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

Calls to law enforcement do not represent actual crimes. Marian Leck, director of law enforcement services 
for The Woodlands Township, said a person may report a stolen car, but after an investigation, it may turn out 
that it was actually borrowed by a family member.

“In reality, if you are a law enforcement officer, you go to the scene of the crime or what has been called in, 
and you make a determination based on what you see at that time,” Leck said. “But then the end result has 
to be substantiated by the penal code.”

Leck said the call reports, however, give people a sense of what law enforcement does each day. 

“Every day they’re at a traffic hazard, they’re at a disturbance, they’re at a [potentially violent scene],” she 
said. “It gives you a good reflection of your patrol, what they’re doing every day. It gives you a good measure 
of what’s happening out there.”

CALLS ≠ CRIME
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ASSAULT

SEXUAL ASSAULT

AUTO THEFT

DUI

BURGLARY

NARCOTICS

ROBBERY

The Woodlands Township Law Enforcement Services tracks 
call reports by village, or zone, and by year. This data tracks 
the major crimes reported by Woodlands-area residents and 
visitors to the community, and how the number of those calls 
has changed from five years ago. The numbers represent call 
reports each year in each category, not crimes committed.

From January 2010 to March 2010, The Woodlands Township 
combined calls for the villages of College Park, Cochran’s 
Crossing, Indian Springs and Alden Bridge into two patrol 
zones. Beginning in March 2010, each village became its own 
patrol zone.
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IMPROVING CYCLING  

INFRASTRUCTURE IN  

THE WOODLANDS

study, according to the Hous-
ton-Galveston Area Council, or 
H-GAC, which conducted the 
study in 2014, is to improve the 
efficiency of the roadway network 
in south Montgomery County. 
The study also evaluated bicycle 
and pedestrian improvements. 

“There were some gaps [in the 

Bike study
Continued from | 1

study],” said John Powers, assis-
tant general manager of township 
community services. “We learned 
that we’re going to receive the 
mobility study in March and that 
there will be the bicycle compo-
nents. We’ve seen some prelimi-
naries where major thoroughfare 
multiuse bike paths might be, 
some general ideas. [The town-
ship’s cycling master plan] is truly 
a more comprehensive plan that 

we hope to do.”

H-GAC study
BTWC member David Hitch-

cock said the preliminary results 
of the mobility study, which was 
funded in part by the township, 
left off several details important to 
an improved cycling environment. 
For example, there were no specif-
ics as to where bike lanes could be 
installed in the area. He said the 
infrastructure for bike lanes is rep-
resented in the plan but education, 
outreach and safety measures are 
not addressed. 

The coalition is a resident 

group whose aim is to achieve 
bicycling convenience and safety 
in the community.

“After seeing the disappoint-
ing preliminary study reports in 
September and hearing from the 
cycling community on the need 
for such a plan, the township real-
ized they were not getting what 
was needed and agreed to [fund] a 
bike and pedestrian master plan,” 
said George Mendes, member of 
both the coalition and the town-
ship’s bicycle advisory task force.

The bicycle advisory task 

force is a committee of eight  
uncompensated township-
appointed volunteers who work 
to identify bicycling needs within 
the township. 

 H-GAC Transportation Planner 
Carlene Mullins said the goal of 
the mobility study was to provide a 
core bicycle network to work from, 
which includes identifying cor-
ridors that improve mobility and 
increase connectivity.   

 “[The mobility study] did pro-
vide [local entities] with a core 
network so [local entities] could 

In late 2014, The 
Montgomery County Hospital 
District ambulances began 
keeping track of service calls 
involving motor vehicles 
and cyclists. This map 
depicts the location of those 
accidents since the MCHD 
began collecting data in 
October.

  Approximate location 
           of accident

Source: Bike The Woodlands Coalition

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CYCLING ACCIDENTS

WHAT ARE BIKE LANES? 
A bike lane is a portion 
of a roadway that is 
designated for cycling 
by striping, signage and 
pavement markings for 
preferential or exclusive 
use by bicyclists. In Texas, 
bicyclists are permitted 
to ride on the roadway’s 
shoulder, and shoulders 
may be resigned as bike 
routes.

CHANGING LANES

MARCH 2015 MAY 2015 JULY 2015 SEPTEMBER 2015APRIL 2015 JUNE 2015 AUGUST 2015
The bicycle advisory task 
force will review the final 
South Montgomery County 
Mobility Study.

BATF will present a proposal 
to hire a consultant to conduct 
study.

The Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Master Plan will be presented 
to the township board for 
adoption. 

The township board will select a 
consultant to combine mobility study 
information and the township’s plans.

A consultant will compile the 
Bike and Pedestrian Master Plan.
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do their own master plan,” Mullins 
said.

Plan focus
The new study will begin with 

the township hiring a transporta-
tion consultant and will include 
public input throughout the pro-
cess, Powers said. 

By early June, he said, the 
township board will select a con-
sultant to combine recommen-
dations from the South Mont-
gomery County Mobility Study 
and the township’s existing plans. 

By summer, the consultant will 
begin work on the plan, and a 
proposal will be prepared for 
the township board for possible 
adoption in September.

Although the plan is not yet 
under development, the Bike and 
Pedestrian Master Plan, as it is 
being called, will involve combin-
ing an interconnected network 
of trails that will allow people to 
cycle throughout The Woodlands 
while providing easy access to 
shopping centers and employment 
hubs, Mendes said. The plan is also 
intended to provide bicycling edu-
cation and infrastructure. 

“[The plan will address] where 
people who ride bikes can ride 
safely,” Mendes said. “[Cyclists 
would] have an ability to go to 
an interconnected trail of roads, 
from one neighborhood to the 
other, from their local retail shops 
or from their home to their work-
place.” 

Currently, The Woodlands has 
no dedicated bike lanes. Several 
roadways, such as Woodlands 
Parkway, have shoulders that are 
often used by cyclists, but Mendes 
said the shoulders are the first to be 
incorporated when a road is wid-
ened. In addition, shoulders are 
also used by emergency vehicles 

that handle accident mitigation.
Although The Woodlands fea-

tures more than 200 miles of paved 
hiking and biking pathways, town-
ship director Mike Bass said they 
are not intended for high-speed 
cycling. 

“[Cycling in The Woodlands is] 
all based on using the shoulders, or 
‘share the road,’ which is state law,” 
Bass said. “There are pathways, but 

pathways are not designed to han-
dle high-speed cyclists.” 

Bass said the pathways are 
designed for more leisurely 
cycling, walking and jogging. The 
speed limit on the paths is 10 miles 
per hour, Powers said. 

Hitchcock said his emphasis is 
to use cycling as transportation, 
not just as a hobby, a practice that 
requires designated bike lanes. 

“Really, the next step up is to 

have bikeways that are more sepa-
rate,” he said. 

Hitchcock said it would be easy 
to incorporate designated bike 
lanes in The Woodlands because 
of the community’s focus on mas-
ter planning. 

“There are concentrations of 
activities, so it’s pretty clear if 
you’re coming from a residential 
area that there are specific things 

that you want to get to,” Hitchcock 
said. “The community is well-
planned, and you can make con-
nections that make sense.”

Hitchcock said there are  resi-
dents in their 20s and 30s who 
would rather use bicycles than 
automobiles as a means of trans-
portation. He said designated bike 
lanes would protect and appeal to 
commuting cyclists.

“[Cycling] is dangerous, and 

you’re really unprotected,” he said. 
“Bike lanes in general have fewer 
places where there is interac-
tion between motor vehicles and 
cyclists.” 

Study funding
While the $100,000 price tag of 

the Bike and Pedestrian Master 
Plan is included in the township 
budget, Bass said, implementation 
and funding for any recommenda-
tions proposed in the plan are still 
being discussed. 

“The proposal has to come back 
and, not only come up with a plan, 
[but] how we might fund it [and] 
how it will be implemented,” Bass 
said. 

In the meantime, the bicycling 
community is busy getting the 
word out about bicycle safety and 
education. Powers said that bike 
counters are already installed on 
bike paths to determine how many 
people are running, biking and 
walking on the pathways. 

“The community’s not waiting 
until September to start trying to 
make things happen,” he said. 

“[Cycling] is dangerous, and you’re 
really unprotected. Bike lanes in gen-
eral have fewer places where there is 
interaction between motor vehicles 
and cyclists.”

—David Hitchcock, Bike The Woodlands Coalition

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

BICYCLE ADVISORY 
TASK FORCE

The BATF is a committee of eight 
community members who were 
appointed by the township’s 
transportation subcommittee. 

The BATF will likely have 
involvement with the consultant in 
the Bike and Pedestrian  
Master Plan.

Meetings with BATF and the 
consultant will be open. When and 
where the meetings will be held 
will be determined at a later date.

Source: John Powers assistant general 
manager of The Woodlands Township 
community services
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Imperial Oaks is a 1,400-acre master-planned 
community with house prices ranging from 
$126,020–$350,000. The development is 
located within walking distance of George C. 
Kaufman III Elementary School and east of 
I-45, within minutes of the highway. Imperial 
Oaks features a junior Olympic swimming 
pool, sports parks, residents club and 
wooded areas with trails. 

REAL ESTATE

Imperial Oaks, 77386

3729 Ginger Creek  $504,531

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Baths  4,132 sq. ft. 
Agent: Beverly Bradley
Weekley Properties  800-758-3238

3710 Pinebrook Hollow Lane  $382,987

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Baths  3,199 sq. ft.
Agent: Jennifer Bell
Lennar Homes/Village Builders 832-630-1581

3761 Ginger Creek  $462,405

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Baths  3,750 sq. ft.
Agent: Beverly Bradley
Weekley Properties   800-758-3238

31242 Lockshire Valley   $453,412

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Baths  3,309 sq. ft.
Agent: Beverly Bradley
Weekley Properties  800-758-3238

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 2/2/15

Square footage: 1,370–4,342

Home values: $126,020–$350,000

Amenities: Greenbelt trails, swimming pool, 
sports park and nature preserve

Schools: Kaufman Elementary School, Vogel 
Intermediate School, York Junior High School, Oak 
Ridge Senior High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

North Harris County Junior College  0.1160 
Montgomery County  0.4838 
Montgomery City Drainage District  0.2050 
Montgomery County ESD No. 8  0.0960 
Montgomery County Hospital 0.0727 
Conroe ISD              1.2850 
Rayford Road MUD               0.600 
Total (per $100 value) 2.8585

74

Homes on 
the market*

$8,050

Median annual 
property taxes

$314,947

Median 
home value

52

Average days 
on the market*

37

Homes under 
contract*

$112.43

Median price 
per square foot

Market Data
On the market  (December 2014)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or less 1/172 2/12 — — 4/79 6/14 4/13

$150,000–$199,999 7/115 4/32 — 2/19 10/48 43/33 2/44

$200,000–$299,999 12/64 19/58 27/46 29/51 22/70 56/64 39/65

$300,000–$399,999 9/48 20/40 28/58 29/55 16/88 73/43 47/99

$400,000–$499,999 2/188 17/41 19/49 18/88 9/88 28/112 41/94

$500,000–$599,999 6/52 14/63 15/60 4/32 2/72 18/104 25/86

$600,000–$799,999 14/217 22/197 16/206 2/158 1/91 35/256 52/228

$800,000–$999,999 7/323 6/155 21/151 2/69 — 23/264 31/293

$1 million + 20/163 19/86 37/151 1/61 1/136 2/203 62/137

Price 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

Median price of homes sold  Jan. 2014 vs.  Jan. 2015

Market data provided by 
Haley Garcia

Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

77385

77386

77384

77381

7738077389

77382

1488

45

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

heritagetexas.com

2 Black Spruce ct.
The Woodlands | $648,000

2702 raBinow ct.
The Woodlands | $465,000

10 S. croSSed Birch pl. 
The Woodlands | $325,000

For more information on these listings call:
HALEY GARCIA
Broker associaTe

281.701.6174
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FEATURED APARTMENT COMPLEX

The Farrington Apartments

810 Rayford Road, Spring, 77386

Square footage: 902–1,105

Number of apartments: 104 

Unit features*: Two bedroom ranch-style 
cottages, town homes and European flats

Choose an accent wall color to customize your 
home

Full-size washer and dryer

Wood-burning fireplaces with tile surround

Ceiling fans

Walk-in closets and linen closets

Sun-lit kitchens with Euro-styled cabinets

Office hours: Mon.– Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.,

Saturday 10 a.m.–5 p.m.

Listed two-bedroom price range: $950-plus to 
$1,050-plus

*Features vary by unit

NEARBY DEVELOPMENTLOCAL AMENITIES

Community amenities

Rayford Rd. 

45

810 Rayford Road, Spring 
281-362-4100 
www.thefarrington.com 

*Some features available only in select apartment units   l   Source: www.maac.com

Imperial Oaks Imperial Oaks 
Shopping Center

The 1,400-acre master plan of the Imperial Oaks 
community features 100 acres of wooded areas, 
parks and recreational facilities. 

The neighborhood features miles of greenbelt 
trails connecting to parks and neighborhoods as 
well as a nature preserve with a bird sanctuary 
and wetlands. 

The master-planned community’s active-lifestyle 
amenities include a resort-style pool, a junior 
Olympic swimming pool and volleyball, tennis and 
basketball courts.  

This 82,000-square-foot shopping center features 
the following tenants:

• Kroger Signature

• Lone Star Ace Hardware

• Pallotta’s Mexican Grill

• Tutti Frutti Frozen Yogurt

• Massage Envy

• Great Clips

• Memorial Hermann Medical Group

More than a mortgage.
A relationship.

Application, Processing,  
Underwriting, Closing &
Servicing - All right here
in The Woodlands!

Whether you are buying your first home, currently own a home, or drawing up plans to build your dream home, Amegy Mortgage is a great place to start. 
Meet the Amegy Mortgage bankers available to serve you in The Woodlands and Montgomery County. Our experienced mortgage bankers specialize in mortgage 
financing and will guide you to the loan programs best suited to your unique needs. 

Our programs include:
   • One Time Close Construction Loans     • Portfolio Loans    • Conforming and Jumbo Fixed Rate Loans

Amegy retains servicing on over 98% of our mortgage loans, that means you can count on us for the life of your loan. Your mortgage banker is with you through 
every step of the process - from loan application, through underwriting, to closing. All decisions are made locally, so the mortgage process runs smoothly.

At Amegy, we believe that strong client relationships are the foundation of successful mortgage experiences.

Contact us at 281.297.7980 for more information.

amegymortgage.com
Loans subject to credit approval. Terms and conditions apply, see mortgage banker for details.
© 2015 Amegy Mortgage Company, L.L.C., a subsidiary of Amegy Bank N.A. Member FDIC. An Equal Housing Lender       NMLS # 174734 

Proud to have originated over $1 billion in residential mortgages in the Houston area in 2014.Proud to have originated over $1 billion in residential mortgages in the Houston area in 2014.
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Hosted by

Sporting Clay 
Tournament
April 23, 2015

Creekwood Shooting Sports
2824 Hwy. 105 W • Conroe, TX 77304

 

Individual: $275
Team of Four: $950

* A veteran (fi fth shooter) will be assigned to each team.

Includes: 50 clays/ammo, golf cart, dinner, shirt and awards.

Registration: 3:00 p.m.
Shotgun Start: 4:00 p.m.
Dinner Start: 6:30 p.m.

Proceeds benefi t the TIRR 
Memorial Hermann Military Veterans fund 

at Memorial Hermann Foundation.

Benefi tting

Design Services by:

Media Sponsor: Community Impact

Sponsorships and Teams are Available and you can contact us at: 281.364.0245 or 713.242.4450

LET’S TALK!

Sam Houston State University

shsu.edu/letstalk  •  936.294.4061  •  letstalk@shsu.edu

YOU’RE INVITED TO A NIGHT OF CONVERSATION...
Thursday, March 19, 2015  •  6:30 p.m.  •  Lowman Student Center Ballroom  •  Huntsville, TX

Precision 
Medicine

Dr. Mauro Ferrari
President and CEO of Houston 

Methodist Research Institute


