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UPDATES ON 2014 AND 
A LOOK AHEAD TO 2015

SPECIAL SECTION

Dedicated taxing district 
to fund development, 
improve business

Thriving city is home to several housing, retail 
and transportation projects planned for 2015

ORN gears up for future growth Shenandoah continues to see 
economic development

Township to focus on bike study, Development Company moves forward on Hughes Landing

The Woodlands economy to remain strong in 2015

By Brian Walzel
The Woodlands is expected to continue 

developing commercial, residential and trans-
portation projects in the coming year despite 
an energy economy slowdown that could 
force many of the companies the community 
covets to tighten their financial belts.

Hughes Landing will see many of its 
major retail establishments open in 2015. 

Meanwhile, the Village of Creekside Park will 
continue to be the focus of new home sales 
and see the continued development of its vil-
lage center.

On the mobility front, Woodlands driv-
ers dealt with a multitude of traffic issues in 
2014, including lane closures due to pipeline 
installation and overpass constructions. They 
can expect more of the same this year as local 

By Jesse Mendoza
In 2015 the city of Oak Ridge 

North will look to build on the 
momentum of recent economic 
success and to continue advanc-
ing long-term development 
plans in the community.

Oak Ridge North has expe-
rienced an increase in sales tax 
revenue in recent years. The city 
has already seen an increase in 
sales tax revenue in 2014 with 
about $2.4 million in sales tax 

By Julie Butterfield
Drivers who pass a Shenan-

doah city marker on I-45 see an 
outdated sign that announces 
the city’s population as 2,134. 
The burgeoning city needs a new 
sign. In 2013, the population of 
Shenandoah was 2,600, and by 
2018, Shenandoah is expected 
to have 5,500 residents. 

Shenandoah’s physical growth 
is complete, however, because 

The 66-acre Hughes Landing development, on the northeast shore of Lake Woodlands, will see many of its projects open in 2015, including Restaurant Row. 
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See The Woodlands | 66

See Shenandoah | 70

revenue to date, compared 
with $1.9 million in 2013. Still, 
the city continues to lay the 
foundation for future commer-
cial growth in the area, City 
Manager Vicky Rudy said.

With the creation of a new 
Tax Increment Reinvestment 
Zone, city branding initiatives 
and a thoroughfare plan under 
development, the city is mov-
ing forward with several of its 
long-term economic, identity 
and mobility initiatives that 
Rudy said should improve the 
quality of life of residents and 
help businesses thrive.

the city’s limits are mapped, zoned 
and established. This includes 
the extraterritorial jurisdictions, 
areas outside of the city’s defined 
boundaries that can be annexed 
by the city for various purposes. 

“There’s no more room that we 
can grow,” City Administrator 
Greg Smith said. “Because Con-
roe, the city of Houston and Oak 
Ridge North are all surrounding, 

See Oak Ridge North | 68

entities continue to work to improve the wors-
ening vehicle congestion. 

Alex Sutton, co-president of The Wood-
lands Development Company, said inter-
est from businesses in The Woodlands, will 
remain strong in the coming year despite the 
economic climate.

“We are going to be cautious, but this isn’t 
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Commercial Real 
Estate Leaders

LANDLORD & TENANT 

REPRESENTATION

SITE ACQUISITION

SALES & LEASING

REAL ESTATE
CONSULTING

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

Office Condominiums for Small Business Owners
By Linda Crumley, The J. Beard Real Estate Company

With rising rents and operating expenses, small business owners are searching for ways to reduce costs and invest in their own bottom line. Investing in commercial 
real estate through o�  ce ownership, such as o�  ce condominiums, can be a savvy strategy. Historically low interest rates, favorable tax advantages and the unique 
characteristics of professional o�  ce condominiums have made them extremely popular with small businesses. This new category of o�  ce space o  ers many low cost 
options that were previously unavailable with traditional o�  ce buildings.

Professional o�  ce condos are commonly built out in sizes ranging from approximately 1,250 to 12,500 square-foot suites. This is a good size for a small business o�  ce. 
Business owners have the ability to customize their space to fi t their needs and corporate image. Typical suites can feature private entrances, private restrooms, and 
kitchens with high end fi nishes selections such as granite, wood fl ooring, tile and decorator color schemes. Some businesses may purchase contiguous condos or entire 
buildings as an investment. This provides rental income and the room for future expansion as their business grows.

As with residential condos, professional o�  ce condos are managed by a community association.  The hassles of the day-to-day management of common areas are 
handled by the association and expenses are shared by the condo owners. Each owner typically retains responsibility for interior maintenance in their own unit. 

Business owners also enjoy the professional atmosphere of associating with other professionals. An o�  ce condo community is ideal for attorneys, physicians, medical 
related businesses, accountants, professional business consultants, non-profi t organizations, real estate related business, fi nancial services, insurance companies, and 
those who work from home or are seeking to establish a prestigious business o�  ce address.

With interest rates at historic lows, it is easier than ever to invest in small to moderate sized o�  ce space especially as an owner user. SBA lenders and commercial 
lenders alike have been aggressive with their lending requirements and are allowing the opportunity to include many fees into their loans and o  er low down payments 
to those who qualify.

Property ownership provides opportunities to deduct mortgage interest, real estate taxes, depreciation, and property improvements. Owners also have the opportunity 
to build equity over time and reap further benefi ts while the property appreciates in value.  A CPA can easily help evaluate the net value that property ownership brings 
to business tax situations.

Professional o�  ce condos are attractive, cost e  ective and convenient alternative to traditional o�  ce leasing. The expert team at The J. Beard Real Estate Company 
provides professional services related to investing in commercial real estate. Tap into our insight, leadership and expertise by calling 281-367-2220 or visit our web site 
at www.jbeardcompany.com.

Je   Beard, CCIM
President

INSIGHT.
LEADERSHIP.
EXPERTISE.

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

The J. Beard Real Estate Company

• Located at the corner of Kuykendahl Rd. and Preserve Way, near Creekside Village
• 1,250 SF–12,500 SF contiguous available
• Six buildings; one story; total 45,000 SF
• High-end fi nishes including granite, wood fl oors, and crown moulding
• Convenient to Grand Parkway and Woodlands Parkway

FOR SALE OR FOR LEASE

THE PRESERVE OFFICE PARK
25420 KUYKENDAHL, THE WOODLANDS

Linda Crumley
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The Promise campaign will suppor t construction of 
Texas Children’s Hospital The Woodlands — bringing 

a dedicated pediatric hospital to some of the 
fastest-growing communities in the nation.

texaschildrens.org/promise

The Promise campaign will suppor t construction of 

To further advance pediatric 
care in The Woodlands.

27552WCIN-004-111714

27552_TCH_Pomise_Campaign_Woodlands_Comm_Impact_27552WCIN-004-111714_PROD.indd   1 11/17/14   5:23 PM
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Stay connected before 
you’re even unpacked!
The XFINITY® Movers Edge program makes it easy 
to stay connected to your TV, Internet and Voice 
services when you move.

Call the Movers Edge® Hotline at  
1-855-MOV-EDGE to speak to a  
dedicated Move Specialist or visit  
comcast.com/moversedge today.

Restrictions apply. Transfer of existing telephone number may affect installation date. © 2014 Comcast. All rights reserved. NBCU celebrity endorsement not implied. All networks are divisions 
of NBCUniversal. © NBCUniversal Media, LLC. All Rights Reserved. FLY146257

The Blacklist available at xfinity.com/tv
Cutthroat Kitchen available with XFINITY On Demand™

Ask how you can take your equipment with you. 
Or, schedule a professional installation on a date you choose, 
in a two-hour window, guaranteed!

Offline_FLY146257 Movers Edge_8.125x10.625.indd   1 11/17/14   3:25 PM
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Our annual January 
issue recaps many of 
the major issues that 
affected our lives in 
2014. In addition to 
updating transporta-
tion stories, this edition 
reviews restaurant and 
business openings, 
education issues and 
statewide legislation. It 
also delves into what the 
immediate future holds 

for The Woodlands and south Montgomery County.
Earlier this month my teenage granddaughter 

wanted to know if her 10-mile daily bus trip from 
Imperial Oaks to Irons Junior High School was going 
to get better. The traffic is so congested that it some-
times takes her an hour to get to school. It gets even 
worse if a train stops traffic. 

Mobility continues to be a concern for everyone in 
The Woodlands area. Local governmental leaders are 
addressing transportation and mobility challenges 
including synchronized traffic lights and planned 
overpasses. A county road bond election is being 
considered for this year as well.

Although there is a possibility that we may see a 
more modest growth rate in some areas due to the 
slowdown in the energy sector, 2015 promises to 
be another year for change in The Woodlands area. 
Economic growth is still projected to be steady with 
positive job growth.

Expect to see continued retail, restaurant, medical, 
education, and residential and commercial real estate 
expansion throughout the year. Hughes Landing will 
bring additional entertainment and dining opportu-
nities for residents and tourists with the completion 
of the new Restaurant Row.

Oak Ridge North is forging ahead with innovative 
ways to keep taxes low, improve mobility and expand 
long-term development and infrastructure plans. 

Shenandoah will remain on an aggressive resi-
dential development pace and continues to invest in 
major infrastructure improvements.

Everyone is affected by water rates and shortages. 
In this issue we introduce the first part of a two-part 
series that explores this  
complex and critical topic. 

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

© 2015 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. NO REPRODUCTION OF ANY 
PORTION OF THIS ISSUE IS ALLOWED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM THE PUBLISHER.

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What are you looking forward to the 
most in 2015?

  Improved roads

  More restaurants

  More new homes

  More hotels

  Other

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll
Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

Would you use a bus system that offered 
service from the various Woodlands 
villages to Town Center?

No, I would not use a bus that went anywhere in The Woodlands 

  32.47%  

Yes, I would use a bus that picked me up close to my home

 27.84%  

Yes, I would use a bus that picked me up at my village center 

 27.32%

No, I would not use a bus that picked up me up to go to Town 
Center

 8.25%

Other

 4.12%
Results taken from an unscientific Web survey, collected 12/11/14–1/6/15

Turn on FOX 26 NEWS,  
download the MyFoxHouston app, 
log on to www.myfoxhouston.com 
for more local news with IMPACT.

Jim Pollard 
GENERAL MANAGER

jpollard@impactnews.com
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LEADING MEDICINE STARTS 
WITH HOUSTON METHODIST 
PRIMARY CARE.
At Houston Methodist, your family’s well-being is at the center of all we do. 

From simple checkups to more complex concerns, our board-certified 

physicians provide the compassionate care you need, as well as access 

to our leading network of world-class specialists.

For an appointment, schedule online at 
houstonmethodist.org/primarycare or call 713.394.MPCG (6724).

Our practices offer:

• Online scheduling

• Same-day access

• Convenient locations

• After-hours access

HMTW_CI_PCG_ad.indd   1 12/22/2014   11:03:40 AM
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COMMERCIAL BROKERAGE EXPERT
KIMBERLY DEVOS

Providing Woodlands Area Companies with Commercial Real Estate Services for Over 18 Years

To work with Kimberly DeVos     832.403.2860  |  kdevos@cypressbrook.com  |  cypressbrook.com

Kimberly was instrumental in getting my property sold quickly. Her hard work, constant updates, 
impressive professionalism and highly-responsive approach made me feel that I was her only 
client. I really can't say enough good things, I was most blessed that she was my agent.

  - George V. Ghazal, Milarino Ltd.

Has broad experience in all facets of business.Offers robust knowledge of latest market news.

Guides landlords in attracting best tenants and 
securing the most appropriate lease rate.

Adds value to the leasing process by keeping  
build-out costs down.

A born and raised Houstonian, Kim understands how 
what is happening today will affect the local CRE market 
and trends.

Keeps a pulse on the community (from brokers to 
tenants to personal network).

WHY KIMBERLY?

1

2

3

4

5

6
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furniture for kids and teens, and accents.  
281-444-8210. www.ethanallen.com

5  Kelsey-Seybold Clinic opened a new 
clinic Dec. 15. at 106 Vision Park Blvd., 
Shenandoah. The clinic has 38 physicians 
and accommodates the growing demand 
for health services in the area. The new 
clinic offers patients expanded medical 
and diagnostic testing to include 
radiology and laboratory services as well 
as on-site pharmaceutical services.  
713-442-1800. www.kelsey-seybold.com 

Now Open

1  Deborah Towers opened Chic 
Apparel at 389 Sawdust Road, Spring, 
in early December. Chic Apparel sells 
women’s clothing, handbags, jewelry, 
gifts and accessories. 281-651-5346. 

2  CORE Lending has opened a new 
location in The Woodlands at 10655 Six 
Pines Drive, Ste. 160. CORE Lending is 
a local lender, and the managers of this 
location have resided in The Woodlands 

for 20 years. The lending company 
specializes in residential mortgage lending. 
281-367-2673. www.corelending.com

3  Manager James Martin opened a new 
Corner Store location Dec. 18 at 32502 
FM 2978, Magnolia, near the Egypt Lane 
intersection. The 4,753-square-foot store 
features an indoor dining area, Redbox 
station and 16 gasoline pumps. The store 
sells breakfast tacos with homemade 
tortillas, empanadas, whoopie pies, 
cookies, donuts, kolaches and other 

items in the store’s signature food 
line, Fresh Choices. Company officials 
donated $5,000 to Magnolia High School 
at the Dec. 18 ribbon-cutting ceremony.  
800-324-8464. www.cornerstore4u.com 

4  In September Ethan Allen Design 
Center opened its sixth Texas store at 
18390 I-45 S., Shenandoah. The store 
features indoor and outdoor furniture 
as well as lighting and decor. Ethan 
Allen Design Center offers limited 
edition screen prints, rugs and draperies, 

IMPACTS
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NEW SHIPMENT OF 
TURKISH, OUSHAKS AND CONTEMPORARY RUGS IN SOFT COLORS. 

HURRY IN FOR BEST SELECTIONS!

NEW SHIPMENT OF 
TURKISH, OUSHAKS AND CONTEMPORARY RUGS IN SOFT COLORS. 

HURRY IN FOR BEST SELECTIONS!
Like us on facebook www.woodlandsruggallery.com

281-465-0700
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6  M Nails and Spa opened Jan. 2 at 
24525 Gosling Road, Ste. H, Spring. 
M Nails offers spa services, including 
manicures, pedicures and waxing. 
Owner Quynh Tran has served clients in 
The Woodlands area for almost 10 years. 
832-559-8321. www.mnailsandspa.com

7  Parkway ER opened Dec. 15 in 
the Village of Creekside Park at 25450 
Kuykendahl Road, Ste. 300. The 
emergency room offers emergency, injury 
and imaging services. Open 24/7.  
832-761-7894. www.parkwayer.com

8  The Masters Auto Emissions 
Inspections opened Oct. 30 at 27493 
Hanna Road, Ste. 6., Oak Ridge North. 
The station specializes in auto emissions 
inspections. 281-465-9222. 

9  Tiger-Rock Martial Arts 
International Academy opened Nov. 
1 in the Windvale Shopping Center at 
9424 College Park Drive, Ste. 185, The 
Woodlands. The studio features lessons in 
Gracie jiu-jitsu, tae kwon do and offers a 
kids’ program. 936-273-2268.  
www.magnoliatkd.com 

10  Walter Kallaher-State Farm 
Insurance opened Nov. 1 at 2219 Sawdust 
Road, Ste. 1404, Spring. Walter Kallaher’s 
agency provides a full line of insurance 
products, including auto, home, renters, 
life, health and business, in addition to 
banking and financial services. 
281-292-5433. www.statefarm.com

11  Dr. Evan Pulver has opened his 
practice, Foundation Chiropractic, 
in the Shops at Alden Bridge, 3759 FM 
1488, The Woodlands. Foundation 
Chiropractic uses state-of-the-art medical 
technology to determine the source of 
spinal symptoms and the presence of 
foundational shifts of the spine. Pulver 
creates personalized plans to correct 
spinal abnormalities. 832-458-3004.  
www.foundationwoodlands.com

 

Coming Soon

12  Anthology Lighting will open in 
late February at 32411 FM 2978, Ste. 
A, Magnolia. The store will feature 
decorative lamps, lighting and accessories 
as well as ceiling fans, landscape lighting 
and gas lanterns. The store will also offer 
lamp repairs. 281-298-5200. 
www.anthologylighting.com

13  Holiday Inn celebrated its ground 
breaking at 19333 David Memorial 
Drive, Shenandoah, on Dec. 12. The 
153-room hotel will be home to Johnny’s 
Italian Steakhouse, which features 
Italian cuisine including steaks, seafood 
and a full breakfast menu. The hotel 
offers guest rooms, meeting and event 
space and a fitness center. Kids eat and 
stay free. The hotel is expected to open in 
early 2016. 800-465-4329. 
www.holidayinn.com

14  Zara’s Mediterranean Kitchen 
opens in January at 415 Rayford Road, 
Ste. 300, Spring. The restaurant serves 
gyros, baba ghanoush, tabbouleh, 
fattoush and kebobs. 713-575-9272. 
www.zarasmediterraneankitchen.com 

Need Computer Help is opening a 
new location early this year in The 
Woodlands, but the location has yet to 
be determined. Need Computer Help has 
several Houston-area stores, and offers 
computer repairs and support, computer 
upgrades, custom computer designs and 
virus removal. 713-345-0144. 
www.needcomputerhelp.com

Relocations

15  Mom’s Secret Chef moved in 
November from 5135 FM 1488, 
Magnolia, to 16058 Bridlewood Drive, 
Conroe. The move to a facility twice 
the size of the previous one was to 
accommodate the growing business. 
The food-service company specializes in 
homemade food to go. 281-259-0040. 
www.momssecretchef.com

16  Nutrition Depot moved from 25188 
I-45 N. to 586 Sawdust Road, Spring, 
in December. The store offers sports 
weight gain and weight-loss nutritional 
supplements at wholesale prices.  
281-320-8223. 
www.mynutritiondepot.com

17  ½ Price Boxes relocated in mid-
December from 6210 FM 1488 to 6402 
FM 1488, Ste. 4, Magnolia. The supply 
store offers moving boxes and shipping 
boxes. It also sells packing supplies, 
including tape, stretch film, blankets, 
paper, bubble mailers, poly mailers, 
bubble wrap, foam, mattress bags, 
packing lids, tape guns and packing 
peanuts. 936-321-4320.  
www.halfpriceboxesusa.com

Anniversaries

18  Camp Bow Wow celebrated three 
years in November at 27616 Commerce 
Oaks Drive in Conroe. The dog boarding 
facility specializes in overnight dog care, 
dog day care and grooming. Camp Bow 
Wow is adding more dog training classes 
this year. 832-482-2299. 
www.campbowwow.com

19  Cellar Twenty Four, at 6700 
Woodlands Parkway, Ste. 210, The 
Woodlands, celebrates its first 
anniversary Jan. 31. The wine bar offers 
a wide selection of wines and features 
select craft beers. Cellar Twenty Four 
also offers cheese plates, hummus and 
bruschetta. 281-419-9966. 
www.cellar-24.com

The Woodlands Waterway Arts 
Council, which puts on the annual 
Woodlands Waterway Arts Festival, 
celebrated 10 years of promoting 
the visual arts in The Woodlands 
community in November. The council 
will offer an anniversary poster for the 
2015 Woodlands Waterway Arts Festival, 
which will be held in April over the 
course of three days for the first time.

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email wdlnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Julie Butterfield, Jesse Mendoza and Brian Walzel
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Deborah Towers opened her women’s clothing 
store Chic Apparel in December. 
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Kelsey-Seybold Clinic opened Dec. 15 at 106 
Vision Park Blvd., Shenandoah.
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The Woodlands Waterway Arts Council  
celebrated its 10th anniversary in November.
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Cellar Twenty Four celebrates its first anniversary 
in January.
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Courtney@CourtneyFoster.com | (832) 326-8787 | www.ReferredRealtyGroup.com

Let’s have coffee and talk about how we can create a one-of-a-kind brokerage experience for you! 

@ReferredRealty

Who is your Broker?

FAST 
FOOD? Take OutTake Out
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Town Center 
 
Now Open

1  Texas Vein & Cosmetic Specialists, led 
by Dr. Michael Bardwil, opened in October 
at 9191 Pinecroft Drive, Ste. 225. The 
facility specializes in minimally invasive 
procedures on varicose veins, spider veins 
and leg ulcers. 713-461-4945.  
www.txvein.com

Coming Soon

2  Benchmark Bank will open at the 
end of the first quarter at 2501 Research 
Forest Drive, Ste. A. The bank specializes 
in personal and business banking and 
construction and mortgage lending.  
214-529-2208. www.benchmarkbank.com 

3  Crave Cupcakes will open by the end 
of January at 2501 Research Forest Drive. 
The homemade cupcake bakery offers 
a gourmet twist on a nostalgic favorite. 
Crave bakes small and fresh batches of 

baked goods throughout the day. Crave 
also custom designs cupcakes for weddings 
and special events. 713-622-7283.  
www.cravecupcakes.com

Relocations

4  Linscomb & Williams is relocating 
in late April from Market Street at 9595 
Six Pines Drive, Ste. 1500, to 1925 Hughes 
Landing Blvd., Ste. 200 to improve parking 
for its clients. Linscomb & Williams 
provides comprehensive financial services 
with retirement, estate and tax planning.  
713-840-1000. www.linscomb-williams.com

5  Summit Midstream Partners—which 
owns and operates natural gas gathering 
systems in West Virginia, North Dakota, 
Colorado, Utah and Texas—is relocating 
its corporate headquarters from Dallas 
to Hughes Landing in The Woodlands at 
1790 Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 500. The 
company announced the relocation would 
help centralize corporate functions such 
as engineering, business development, 
enterprise technology and operational 
control teams. 832-413-4770.  
www.summitmidstream.com

6  Woodlands Wellness & Med Spa 
moved in January from 9595 Six Pines 
Drive, Ste. 6250, to 2829 Technology Forest 
Blvd, Ste. 140, to expand the business. 
Woodlands Wellness is a medical spa 

Compiled by Julie Butterfield and Jesse Mendoza

specializing in a holistic and natural 
approach to medicine. Sakina Davis is a 
board-certified family practitioner and 
offers programs to treat thyroid issues, 
food allergies, adrenal fatigue and vitamin 
deficiency. 281-362-0014.  
www.woodlandswellness.com 

Anniversaries

7  Hyatt Market Street at 9595 Six Pines 
Drive, The Woodlands, is celebrating 
its fifth year in business in January. The 
upscale hotel offers 70 rooms and suites at 
Market Street. 281-203-5005.  
www.marketstreetthewoodlands.hyatt.com

Expansions

8  Memorial Hermann The Woodlands 
Hospital at 9250 Pinecroft Drive has 
announced a $17.4 million renovation and 
expansion of its emergency department 
by about 3,400 square feet. The renovation 
complements the services already offered 
at the full-service hospital, which features 
294 beds, more than 780 affiliated medical 
staff doctors and about 1,300 employees. 
713-897-2300.  
www.memorialhermann.org

45Town Center

Map not to scale

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email wdlnews@impactnews.com.
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What are your New Year’s Resolutions?

www.facebook.com/cbuthewoodlands

Stay informed about what is going on in The Woodlands 
by joining our Woodlands Homes Facebook page

Our Agents are uniquely certi� ed and trained to assist in 
relocating you or your loved ones.

Now is the right time, call us today!
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WHEN YOU BUY FROM FRED HAAS, WE’LL MAKE IT THE BEST CAR 
BUYING EXPERIENCE YOU’VE EVER HAD...WE GUARANTEE IT!

PRICE SELLS TRUCKSOVER 300 TUNDRAS AVAILABLE TRUCK WORLD
NEW 2014 TOYOTA

TUNDRA CREWMAX TEXAS ED. 5.7L V8

$10,000
+ 0% APR+

NEW 2015 TOYOTA
TUNDRA DBL CAB V8 SR

$24,777
+ 0% APR+

OFF
MSRP

7 8

FREDHAASTOYOTA.COM  •  OPEN SUNDAY 10AM - 8PM  •  713-358-4500

WE
KNOWPRICESELLSCARS!SERVICE CENTER OPEN

7 DAYS A WEEK!

866-MY-TOYOTA (698-6968) or 713-358-4500
I-45 North @ Louetta • FredHaasToyota.com
Hablamos Español En Todos Los Departamentos!
We Speak 18 Languages!

$19,777

$21,777

4

$14,777

6

PLUS

0%
APR

PLUS

0%
APR

$27,777 PLUS

0%
APR

3

5

31 MPG

ALL NEW 2015 CAMRY
OVER 300 AVAILABLE!

NEW 2015 RAV4 LE 2WD
SEVERAL TO CHOOSE

NEW 2015 COROLLA L
OVER 300 AVAILABLE!

37 MPG35 MPG

31 MPG

RED TAG
PRICING!

NEW 2014 AVALON XLE
SEVERAL TO CHOOSE!

(1) Based on Toyota Motor Sales New Truck Retail Delivery Reports for Year 2014. (2) #1 in Texas (GST) total retail sales ‘06-‘14 YTD by the Cross Sell Statewide Dealer Summary. (3) Camry LE Mdl#2532  Stk#5360, MSRP $23,860, $3083 FHT Discount, $1000 
GST/TMS Rebate. (4)  2015 Corolla L Auto Mld #1832 Sedan, Stk #1558, MSRP $18,390, $1000 GST/TMS Rebate, $2163 FHT Discount.  (5) RAV4 LE 2WD Model #4430, Stk #6535, MSRP $24,870, $750 GST/TMS Rebate, $2343 FHT Discount. (6) Avalon 
Mdl#3544 XLE, Stk #7340, MSRP $32,215, $500 GST/TMS Rebate, $3938 FHT Discount. Avalon Limited Mdl #3554, Stk #1076, MSRP $45,593, $2000 GST Rebate, $8000 FHT Discount. (7) Model #8239, (DBL CAB V8, 6AT ECT-i), Stk #4628, MSRP $29,330, 
$4653 FHT Discount.  (8) Tundra CrewMax Mdl #8363, Stk #6730, MSRP $46,227, $7000 FHT Discount, $2000 TX ED GST Rebate, $1000 GST Rebate. +  APR Disclosures: Corolla, Avalon, Camry,   Tier 1+  48 months, $20.83 per $1000 financed, 10% down 
required, max $15,000 financed, no negative equity, anything over financed at normal market rates, in lieu of rebates. RAV4 Tier 1+ 36 months, $27.78 per $1000 financed. Tundra Tier 1+, with approved credit through TFS, 60 months, $16.67 per $1000 financed. All 
with approved credit through TFS. *  Covers normal factory scheduled service for 2 years or 25,000 miles, whichever comes first. See Toyota dealer for details and exclusions. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska. All leases do not include applicable taxes or 
fees, no security deposit, 12,000 miles per year, $0.15 per mile over. With approved credit. O¦ers do not include college grad or military rebates unless otherwise noted. 2014-2015 EPA highway or city estimates. Actual mileage may vary. Artwork for illustration 
purposes only. No wholesalers, employees or their families, limit one per customer. See dealer for details. Plus $125 doc fee, tax, title, license, and registration.  All o¦ers end 2/2/15.
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Estimated completion: April
Cost: $3.6 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

4  Kuykendahl Road extension
This project includes extending two lanes 
of Kuykendahl Road from Alden Bridge 
Drive to Crownridge Drive, completing a 
missing half-mile segment of Kuykendahl 
Road through The Woodlands. The 
project has reached about 45 percent 
of completion and is expected to be 
completed on time.

Timeline: Late February
Cost: $3.1 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

5   Grand Parkway
Three segments—segments F-1, F-2 and 
G—totaling 37 miles are under construction 
on Houston’s third outer loop. The local 
segments stretch from Hwy. 290 to Hwy. 
59 and feature major overpasses and 
interchanges at Hwy. 290, Hwy. 249 and 
I-45. Northbound I-45 will have alternating 
lane closures nightly through Jan. 31 from 
FM 2920 to Spring Stuebner Road. One 
lane will remain open during the closures. 
For more information on the latest lane 
closures and diversions, visit  
www.grandparkway99.com. 

Estimated completion: December 2015
Cost: $1 billion
Funding sources: TxDOT

SJRA Groundwater  
Reduction Plan projects
The San Jacinto River Authority is 
installing pipeline throughout The 
Woodlands and Oak Ridge North as part 
of its Groundwater Reduction Plan. The 
SJRA is ahead of schedule and plans to 
begin delivering water to Montgomery 
County residents by summer 2015, SJRA 
spokeswoman Ronda Trow said. 

Timeline: Construction is expected to be 
complete by summer 2015
Cost: $550 million
Funding sources: SJRA

1  Hwy. 242 direct connectors
The Hwy. 242 direct-connect projects 
include a northbound flyover traveling to 
eastbound Hwy. 242, ending at 
Maverick Way near Lone Star College–
Montgomery, as well as a westbound 
flyover traveling to southbound I-45, 
ending south of Hwy. 242. Construction 
crews will concentrate on building the 
overhead bridge and traffic rails. Crews 
are also waiting for toll-road equipment 
to be delivered this month, said Jenny 
Taraborelli, Montgomery County program 
manager for PTP Transportation. 

Estimated completion: Late March
Cost: $33.9 million
Funding sources: Texas Department of 
Transportation, Montgomery Co. Pct. 2

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at wdlnews@impactnews.comCompiled by Jesse Mendoza  

Map not to scale
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2  FM 2978 widening
TxDOT is widening a 4-mile stretch of FM 
2978 from two lanes to four lanes between 
Dry Creek Road to FM 1488. The project 
is in the design phase, and construction 
is expected to begin by the summer of 
2015 with a one-year construction timeline. 
Contracts are expected to be approved in 
June, pending environmental clearance.

Construction timeline: Summer 2015–
summer 2016
Cost: $15 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

3  Woodlands Parkway expansion
Construction on the Woodlands Parkway 
expansion from west of Grogan’s Mill Road 
to East Panther Creek Drive over Lake 
Woodlands has resumed following an 
approximate three-month hiatus after the 
contract of former contractor Menade Inc. 
was revoked. Contractor Texas Sterling 
Construction—who managed the San 
Jacinto River Authority pipeline construction 
project—was selected in December to 
complete the work. TxDOT spokesman 
Danny Perez said the third westbound lane 
of Woodlands Parkway is expected to be 
open Jan. 23, and substantial completion 
of the project is expected to be reached by 
April 24.

6   Oak Ridge North  
Pipeline construction in Oak Ridge North 
continues in a utility easement located 
along Oak Ridge Forest Lane and along 
Hanna Road. The SJRA will also begin 
pipeline construction along Maplewood 
Drive early this year. SJRA construction 
in the city is expected to be complete by 
summer 2015.

The Woodlands 
In The Woodlands, the SJRA has finished 
pipeline installation but expects to remain 
in the area. With the pipeline already 
installed, the SJRA is focused on restoring 
roads, ditches and shoulders that may 
have been affected.

7   Hufsmith-Kohrville road  
widening, Segment 6
In October, the Harris County Commissioners 
Court approved the results of the study 
phase of the project to widen Segment 6 
of Hufsmith-Kohrville Road in Tomball from 
500 feet south of Willow Creek Estates Lane 
south to Holderrieth Road. The project has 
moved into the design phase, which will 
determine whether to upgrade the existing 
two-lane asphalt roadway to a four-lane 
concrete boulevard section with storm 
sewer system or to a five-lane concrete 
pavement roadway with open ditch draining. 
The project will also accommodate low 
impact components that will address water 
quality needs, traffic signals or traffic signal 
modifications, and all additions necessary 
for a finished project. Officials expect to set 
the project out to bid in the fourth quarter of 
2015.

Timeline: Completion expected nine–12 
months from start date
Cost: $7.4 million
Funding sources: Harris County Precinct 4

8  Oak Ridge North street overlay
The city of Oak Ridge North is in the process 
of overlaying all city roads, except for 
Robinson Road, with about 2 inches of 
new asphalt in a road improvement project. 
The two-phase road overlay project is 
expected to be complete by March 2015. 
The first phase, which includes roads 
south of Robinson Road, was completed in 
December. 

Estimated completion: March 2015
Projected cost: $1.2 million
Funding sources: City of Oak Ridge 
North 

9  I-45 HOV lanes
TxDOT is planning to install high occupancy 
vehicle lanes along I-45 between FM 1960 
and Loop 336 in Conroe. The project will 
help alleviate traffic congestion along I-45 
near The Woodlands, Oak Ridge North and 
Shenandoah. TxDOT expects to approve a 
contract in March, and construction could 
begin as early as May.

Timeline: Construction would take about 
six months to complete once it begins
Cost: $2 million
Funding sources: TxDOT
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Questions surface over the future of 
groundwater use in Montgomery County
By Jesse Mendoza

Cities and utility providers 
continue to grapple with future 
use of water resources through-
out Montgomery County, even 
after hundreds of millions of 
dollars have been spent to estab-
lish infrastructure for alterna-
tive water sources. The efforts 
are in response to mandates set 
by the Lone Star Groundwater 
Conservation District, the state-
appointed policymaking entity 
for water usage in the County.

Concerns stem from a Total 
Estimated Recoverable Stor-
age report by the Texas Water 
Development Board issued 
in June. Conroe Mayor Webb 
Melder said the report contra-
dicts the LSGCD’s groundwater 
use reduction mandates based on 
limited availability of groundwa-
ter. The TERS is an estimate of 
the total amount of groundwater 
that can be pumped from the 
aquifers without regard for water 
quality or other adverse effects, 
according to the Texas Water 
Development Board.

Because the LSGCD regu-
lations have hefty financial 
implications, several local cities 
are entering into agreements 
with the city of Conroe to hire 
a hydrologist to represent them 
in water resource management 
concerns and conduct an inde-
pendent study of county ground-
water resources.

“Every water user in the 
county, now and in the future, 
should be interested in these 
rules because they affect how 
much water the county can 
use,” said Byron Bevers, city 
of Shenandoah public works 
director. “There is disagreement 
on how much water is available. 
So you have these rules that are 
creating an economic burden to 
water providers and users, but is 
there an actual water shortage?”

The LSGCD has also hired a 
hydrologist to conduct a similar, 
but independent, study as well.

Water availability
The LSGCD mandates that 

Montgomery County water 
providers reduce their 2009 
water use by 30 percent by 2016. 
The mandate has led local cities 
and utility providers to join one 
of the 32 groundwater reduction 
plans throughout the county. 

When fully implemented, efforts 
will reduce groundwater use to 
about 64,000 acre-feet per year—
which the LSGCD estimates 
is, on average, the amount of 
groundwater that can be safely 
drawn from the Gulf Coast 
Aquifer in the county annually. 

Because the TERS report 
shows that there is 180 million 
acre-feet of water that can be 
pumped out of the aquifer in the 
county, a debate regarding the 
management of groundwater 
sources has been reinvigorated. 

“There are two primary issues 
the [LSGCD] has to think about: 
How much [groundwater] can 
we pump and not have declines, 
and if having declines is a bad 
thing,” said Jace Houston, San 
Jacinto River Authority general 
manager. “That is really the 
question we [stakeholders] are 
arguing about right now.” 

Because the LSGCD chose a 
sustainability approach to man-
aging groundwater resources—
rather than allowing for unregu-
lated pumping, or “mining,” of 
the aquifer—the agency stated 
that the TERS report does not 
reflect their goals.

“We have had three consul-
tants look at those numbers as to 
what is sustainability and what 
is recharged, and each time it 
has come back in that range of 

the 64,000 acre-feet,” LSGCD 
General Manager Kathy Turner 
Jones said. “The [LSGCD] has 
never said that is all of the water 
that is available in the Gulf Coast 
Aquifer. We recognize the aqui-
fer has enormous amounts of 
water. It is just what amount can 
we use without causing harm to 
the aquifer that is irreparable.” 

The difference between 
sustainability mandate and 
TERS figures led the cities of 
Shenandoah and Magnolia to 
partner with the city of Conroe 
and commission RW Harden 
and Associates to represent them 
in groundwater management 
issues, Melder said. Similarly, 

the LSGCD has commissioned 
LBG-Guyton and Associates to 
perform a study that could take 
three years and $241,000 to com-
plete, according to LSGCD.

“If there is a groundwater 
shortage [created] through 
regulatory means then we have 
to provide alternate water [other] 
than the traditional Gulf Coast 
aquifer,” Bevers said. “So when 
we can enter into a coalition with 
the city of Conroe [and other 
municipalities] and we can have 
access with these consultants 
through a joint group, I think it 
is great. We are working together 
and are able to understand what 
[LSGCD] is proposing.”

The cities of Oak Ridge North 
and Willis are also considering 
partnering with Conroe dur-
ing their Jan. 12 and Jan. 20 city 
council meetings, respectively.

Mining vs. sustainability
Because the discussion of 

whether to sustain groundwa-
ter levels or to mine the aquifer 
has been rekindled, Houston 
said that the long-term cost of 
mining and alternative water use 
need to be compared.

Because the Texas Supreme 
Court has ruled that the same 
common law principles that 
govern oil and gas ownership 
also apply to groundwater in 

Edwards Aquifer Authority v. 
Day, Melder said municipali-
ties should be allowed to make 
their own decision on whether to 
continue to drill wells to retrieve 
that water based on economics, 
rather than through state regula-
tion from the LSGCD. 

“Groundwater needs to be 
pumped, just like oil,” Melder 
said. “Just because you have to 
drill deeper does not mean the 
water is not down there. It is a 
matter of economics, and those 
economic decisions should be 
left up to groundwater produc-
ers, like cities. It is our choice.” 

However, Houston said that 
if unregulated mining of the 

ENVIRONMENT

aquifer is allowed, the subse-
quent drop in water pressure 
could reach a point of “severe 
economic consequences.” 

“The economic consequences 
of pulling that aquifer down … 
far exceed the cost of just stabi-
lizing the levels. [Entities should] 
continue to produce that amount 
that can be produced safely and 
reliably, use that every year and 
then supplement as needed,” 
Houston said. “I believe [stabiliz-
ing levels] is more cost–effective 
in our area.” 

Regional management 
Because Gulf Coast Aquifer 

resources are shared regionally, 
the Harris-Galveston Subsid-
ence District and the Fort Bend 
Subsidence District coordinate 
regional groundwater resource 
management with the LSGCD. 

Municipalities, though, have 
voiced concerns to the LSGCD 
with regard to the fairness of the 
financial burden being placed on 
Montgomery County residents.

“Do we penalize Montgomery 
County residents with more 
regulations so that other coun-
ties can reap the benefits of more 
groundwater availability?” the 
city of Oak Ridge North stated 
in a letter to the LSGCD.

However, Houston said that 
continued mining of the Gulf 
Coast Aquifer in Montgomery 
County could undermine HGSD 
and FBSD groundwater use 
reduction efforts.

“[The districts] don’t want to 
drain each other. It is not fair,” 
Houston said. “This [issue] 
impacts other people, so I believe 
there could be legal conse-
quences. So you can have eco-
nomic consequences and legal 
consequences if Montgomery 
County were to adopt a policy of 
‘Let’s just mine this puppy.’” 

Melder, however, questioned 
whether population figures 
should factor into groundwater 
policy—which has historically 
been tethered to private property 
ownership rights.

“It’s all politics,” Melder said. 
“What we are not pumping 
[Harris County is] pumping ... 
They have more people so they 
get more water? Is that the way 
that we are going to govern 
groundwater policy? So as Mont-
gomery County grows does that 
mean we pump more groundwa-
ter? There is no fairness here.” 

THE GULF COAST  
AQUIFER SYSTEM

Look for part two of Community Impact Newspaper’s continuing 
Montgomery County water resources coverage in the February edition.
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* Graphic shows cross section 
of aquifer system from south 
Montgomery County

LONG-TERM 
WATER SUPPLY 
MAY NOT MEET 
DEMAND

COMING NEXT MONTH

Montgomery County leaders 
are discussing management 
of groundwater resources 
going into the future. This 
chart compares projected 
annual water demand with 
projected water supply in the 
county. Lone Star Groundwater 
Conservation District officials 
said the projected shortfalls can 
be made up by alternative water 
resources such as increased 
surface water delivery, additional 
Catahoula Aquifer production 
and conservation efforts. 

FUTURE
OF

GROUNDWATER

Source: SJRA

For more information visit impactnews.com

Confining layer

Confining Layer 
There could be severe economic 
consequences if water well levels drop 
below this confining layer, according 
to Jace Houston, San Jacinto River 
Authority general manager.

The Gulf Coast Aquifer System includes 
three aquifers—the Chicot, Evangeline 
and Jasper. In Montgomery County 
the Catahoula Aquifer is considered an 
alternate water source and can be used 
to comply with Lone Star Groundwater 
Conservation District mandates.

“Every water user in the county, now 
and in the future, should be interested 
in these rules because they affect how 
much water the county can use.”

—Byron Bevers, city of Shenandoah public works director
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“The City of Oak Ridge North has been in discussions regarding our 
participation with a group of Montgomery County cities to secure the 
services of a hydrology consultant to represent us on groundwater issues…. 
Our goal would be that all parties come to a joint conclusion regarding the 
volume of groundwater available for recovery in the extended future, and 
then, what resources are available to supplement that groundwater where 
necessary.“ —Vicky Rudy, Oak Ridge North city manager 

“I think all of us would agree if we could communicate constructively about 
[these issues]. I think everyone has a common goal of ‘Let’s optimize or 
maximize our use of the cheapest water.’ If we can use cheap groundwater 
and not have to convert to surface water, everyone is supportive of that. 
But, and here is the key: There are economic consequences to mining the 
aquifer.” — Jace Houston, SJRA general manager

OAK RIDGE NORTH 

SAN JACINTO RIVER AUTHORITY

CONROE

SHENANDOAH

LONE STAR GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

WOODLANDS JOINT POWERS AGENCY

“We recognize that continued growth is going to occur and there is going 
to be needs to grow on groundwater again like we have historically. So the 
rules allow for averaging [of mandate groundwater use] over the planning 
period where there is increased demand… So [the mandates] don’t take 
[groundwater] off [the table]. They actually allow it to come back into 
play after the initial conversion.” — Kathy Turner Jones, Lone Star 
Groundwater Conservation District general manager

“Recognizing the importance of this study and its findings, LSGCD 
has engaged who I believe to be among the most reliable groundwater 
professionals in the state. While I am confident we will do what is necessary 
to support future water demands and economic growth in Montgomery 
County, these studies are essential in developing data to assist with our 
critical decision[s].” — Jim Stinson, WJPA general manager

“I am not discounting the usefulness, the purpose, the value of surface 
water. It is going to take surface water, groundwater, reuse water, 
conservation and the development of brackish resources to meet the 
future needs of the county. We are not sitting back and being led by some 
politically driven, hidden-agenda state agency, whether it be Lone Star or 
SJRA. We are taking the lead. We have a responsibility to our citizens and 
our future.” — Webb Melder, city of Conroe mayor

“There is confusion or disagreement over how much water is available. That 
is why whenever there is regulatory burden being added to our community. I 
think it is our duty to research that and understand the foundations on what 
the regulations are based on. Are they based on the best available science, 
and are they based on the applicable statutes in state code?”  
— Byron Bevers, city of Shenandoah public works director

COUNTY  
GROUNDWATER 
REDUCTION EFFORTS

STATEMENTS FROM STAKEHOLDERS

The Harris-Galveston Subsidence District 
and the Fort Bend Subsidence District each 
have groundwater use reduction mandates 
established in Harris, Galveston and Fort Bend 
counties. Because those counties share the 
Gulf Coast Aquifer resources with Montgomery 
County, the districts work with the Lone Star 
Groundwater Conservation District to coordinate 
regional groundwater resource management. 
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Fort Bend Subsidence District: 
The district mandates Area A to 
reduce groundwater use to 70 
percent of water demand by January 
2016 and to 40 percent by 2025. 
Area B has no reduction mandates 
at this time.

Harris-Galveston 
Subsidence 
District: 
Groundwater use 
limited to no more 
than 10 percent of 
demand in Area 1, 
20 percent in Area 
2, and 20 percent 
in Area 3 by 2025.

Lone Star Groundwater 
Conservation District: 
The district mandates that 
water providers reduce 
production to 30 percent of 
their 2009 water use levels 
by 2016.
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Projected Montgomery County water supply vs. anticipated demand

2010
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463,369

2020

588,351

2030

751,702

2040

931,732

2050

1,169,199

2060

1,444,999

The Montgomery County water supply includes Gulf Coast Aquifer groundwater, 
Catahoula Aquifer groundwater, Lake Conroe surface water and reused water.

County water officials said 
projected water shortfalls 

could be made up through further 
development of Catahoula Aquifer 
resources, added surface water capacity, 
reused water and conservation.

Projected 
water 
demand

Projected 
water 
supply

Source: Lone Star Groundwater Conservation District, 
Harris-Galveston Subsidence District, Ft. Bend 
Subsidence District

Source: 
Texas Water 
Development 
Board

Together with Texas Urology Specialists, Dr. Steven Sukin brings the latest 

prostate cancer detection technology to Tomball and The Woodlands. The fusion 

biopsy system expands the viewing area of the prostate gland during biopsy, 

allowing Dr. Sukin to discover tumors that previously went unseen. Using a 

fusion of MRI and ultrasound imaging, this technology is often called the GPS  

of the prostate and can potentially save patients from this deadly disease.

Schedule your prostate cancer screening today at 281-351-5174.  

TEXAS UROLOGY SPECIALISTS– 
TOMBALL 
506 Graham Drive, Suite 150
Tomball, TX 77375

TEXAS UROLOGY SPECIALISTS– 
THE WOODLANDS 
17198 St. Luke’s Way, Suite 410
The Woodlands, TX 77384

Steven Sukin, M.D.

New technology 
to detect prostate 
cancer is here

TexasUrologySpecialists.com
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Spinning wheels and wishing wells won’t budge your career-car off the driveway.  
Or earn dollars for daycare and dinner. 

Put the sputtering past behind you today.

Rise UP! 

Buckle UP! 

Grab your wheel with both hands and slip your career-car into high gear. 

How? Action. Smart action leads to traction. 

When? Today! Your new success starts with new strategy and new action. Doing the right 
things with the right people at the right time is your solution. 

We’re the right people and today is your day. 

Creating new NO-BS success strategy is our speciality. 

We show you exactly how to be build perpetual success. Personally. 

The first step is super easy. 

Call, text or eMail today.  
Let’s chat about your bright future.

9000 Forest Crossing, The Woodlands, TX

Are Your Kids Counting On You?

Ken Brand, Sales Manager
832-797-1779
KenBrand@GaryGreene.com

Linsey Ehle, Career Coach 
949-939-2514
Linsey.Ehle@GaryGreene.com
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Montgomery County finds new 
way to honor local landmarks
By Carrie Taylor

Montgomery County com-
missioners approved in Decem-
ber the creation of a new 
program to recognize local his-
torical and cultural landmarks.

Because of recent budget 
cuts within the Texas Histori-
cal Commission, staffing has 
been significantly reduced and 
the commission can no longer 
handle the large amount of 
requests for historical markers 
from the state’s more than 254 
counties, said Larry Foerster, 
chairman of the Montgomery 
County Historical Commission. 

The new Montgomery County 
Historical Marker Program will 
have the ability to approve land-
marks and distribute markers 
to landowners whose properties 
have played a prominent role in 
the region’s past.

“It’s important we capture our 
history and heritage as a com-
munity—whether it’s Conroe, 
Magnolia, The Woodlands—
each community has its own 
history,” Foerster said. “With 

the growth of the county, new 
people are coming in and older 
residents are dying—if we aren’t 
careful, we are going to lose 
what this county is all about.”

Because of staffing issues, a 
request for a marker from the 
state can take several years to 
process, whereas the local pro-
gram can process the request in 
six to eight weeks, he said.

“We still encourage people—
if there is a significant site or 
landmark—to apply for a state 
marker,” Foerster said, “but our 
program simply complements 
and supplements what the state 
historical marker program cur-
rently provides.”

Property owners will still go 
through the same process as 
they would with the state, Foer-
ster said, and a property will 
have to meet certain standards 
before being granted a historical 
marker. 

Property owners must sub-
mit a narrative detailing the 
landmark’s history, including 
the use of several primary and 

COUNTY 

C
o

ur
te

sy
 S

he
p

ar
d

’s
 B

ar
b

er
 S

ho
p

Shepard’s Barber Shop in downtown Conroe is one county landmark the historical commission would like to recognize with its 
new marker initiative. It opened in 1922. Barber Leon Apostolo, pictured at left, owns the shop.

secondary sources, and the 
property must be at least 50 
years old.

 Markers can cost anywhere 
from $515 to $2,000, which the 
property owners pay because 
the commission does not have 
the financial resources to 
purchase each marker, Foerster 
said.

Marker committee 

Chairwoman Sharon Russell 
said the program is important 
to both residents and visitors 
because it sheds light on places 
in the region that may other-
wise be forgotten.

“What may be really  
significant to Montgomery 
County may not be as signifi-
cant to state history,” she said. 
“This gives us an opportunity 

to let people know about our 
county, and our county was one 
of the first ones formed after the 
Republic of Texas was formed so 
we have a lot of history.”

Property owners interested in applying for 
a marker can visit the program’s website 
at www.montgomerycountyhistorical-
commission.com, or by calling Russell at 
281-296-0905

We provide counsel 
and expertise on:
•  Probate, Estate Administration 
    and Trust administration

•  Drafting Wills, Trusts and 
    Disability Planning Documents

•  Estate, Trust and Charitable Planning

•  Business Planning and Exit Strategies

• Asset Protection Planning

•  Estate and Trust Litigation

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 200 - The Woodlands, TX 77380 
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

 Steven J. Clausen 
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

*

*

Who do you turn to when you have an estate,
business or tax issue? 

You turn to the expert who has handled these complex 
issues for over twenty-fi ve years as a large fi rm partner 

and as the owner of a boutique fi rm.

For more information call Nancy Gardner, CFP® at 713-840-8880 

WWW.TANGLEWOODWEALTH.COM
21 Waterway Ave., Ste. 300, The Woodlands

Who is nurturing your
RETIREMENT NEST EGG?

THE PEACE OF MIND YOU WANT, THE SECURITY YOU NEED

Tanglewood Wealth 
Management has been 
helping Texas families 
realize their lifelong 
financial goals for the 
past 35 years. If you are 
considering retirement 
or selling your business, 
or your current advisor is 
not providing the service 
you deserve, please  give 
Tanglewood a call.

Tanglewood Wealth 
Management has been 
helping Texas families 
realize their lifelong 
financial goals for the 
past 35 years. If you are 
considering retirement 
or selling your business, 
or your current advisor is 
not providing the service 
you deserve, please  give 

Who is nurturing your
RETIREMENT NEST EGG?
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Session to usher in new leadership, large projects NEW TEXAS GOVERNOR

Greg Abbott

Party: Republican

Elected: Nov. 4, 2014

512-463-2000

https://governor.
state.tx.us/contact

Greg Abbott came into statewide office during a 
Republican sweep in the 2002 elections, becom-
ing only the second Republican to hold the attorney 
general’s office since Reconstruction some 130 years 
before. He came in as part of a historic GOP takeover 
of the Capitol and a new era in Texas politics. 

Several political battles have marked his career, 
including a lawsuit to allow the Ten Commandments 
to be displayed on Capitol grounds, his defense of 
the state’s voter ID law and his determination to sue 
President Barack Obama over a recent executive 
order on immigration.

In November, Abbott defeated Sen. Wendy Davis, 
D-Fort Worth, in a campaign that garnered interna-
tional attention. During the race, Abbott promised to 
improve public education, prioritize border security 
funding and fund transportation projects. 

Abbott is married to Cecilia Phalen Abbott, who 
becomes the first Latina first lady of Texas. Abbott 
and his wife have one daughter, Audrey.

by Karen Brooks Harper
AUSTIN Call it a session of big projects—
with the potential for some big fights. 

When lawmakers convene Jan. 13 for the 
84th Texas Legislature, they do so with a 
host of new state leaders and what may be 
the most conservative group of lawmakers 
the state has seen in decades.

Statewide issues, such as transportation 
infrastructure, water management, prop-
erty taxes and public education, loom large. 
In addition, an upwardly mobile revenue 
number means more money for the state 
budget than in recent years—and more 
fights over who gets the cash. 

“Every dollar of government spending 
has a constituency,” said James Quintero, 
director of the Texas Public Policy Founda-
tion’s Center for Local Governance.

Some Texas Republicans, emboldened 
by strong victories both nationwide and at 
home on Election Day, are also bringing 
with them some of the most divisive issues 
on the table: gay 
rights, immigration 
and border security, 
and gun control.

State Republicans 
are in a strong posi-
tion to pass their 
priorities but are by 
no means immune 
to a Democratic 
Party ready to play defense.

“We cannot look at the overwhelming 
victory as a mandate to do nothing,” said 
Steve Munisteri, chairman of the Republi-
can Party of Texas. “We need to take care 
of these things.”

Democrats said they are prepared to  
do battle. 

“You’re still seeing some folks working 
together because Republicans don’t have 
a supermajority,” said Emmanuel Garcia, 
former Texas Democratic Party commu-
nications director who stepped down in 
December. “The minority can still hold  
a position.” 

A defining characteristic of the 84th leg-
islative session is that Texas will have a new 
governor and new lieutenant governor for 
the first time in more than a decade. 

Gov. Greg Abbott and Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick are both conservative Republicans 
ready to make a strong impression right 
out of the gate.

“All eyes are on them,” Munisteri said.
After backsliding in the 2012 elections, 

Texas Republicans regained a few seats in 
both chambers in November. As of  
Jan. 9, the House has 96 Republicans and 
51 Democrats. The Senate has 20 Repub-
licans and 10 Democrats. January special 
elections will decide who fills three open 
House seats and one open Senate seat.

Growth issues 
Ranking third nationwide in state 

population growth rate by the U.S. Census 
Bureau in 2013, Texas has a number of 
large-scale issues facing it. 

“We have the high-
est rate of uninsured 
people in the country, 
and we are tied with 
California for the larg-
est number of adults 
who lack a high school 
degree. Those are just 
two [issues],” said 
Ann Beeson, execu-

tive director of the Center for Public Policy 
Priorities, a progressive Austin think tank. 

Lawmakers in 2013 secured voter 
approval of $2 billion in loan funds for 
water plans but will continue to seek con-
servation on privately owned lands, among 
other issues. 

The need for better road maintenance 
and new highway construction is expected 
to spark numerous plans to redirect and 
raise funds.

Texas ranks 15th highest among states in 
per capita property taxes, and relief is a top 
priority for conservative groups.

“We really want to focus on how much 

[property taxes impact] families at the din-
ner table,” Quintero said.

With nearly 5 million children in the 
public school system, education remains at 
or near the top of priority lists all along the 
political spectrum. 

Among the fights expected in the session 
is the battle over school choice, a system in 
which the state subsidizes—through vouch-
ers, tax credits or similar plans—private 
and parochial schools. 

Those plans top the list of education 
priorities for Patrick, who said that allow-
ing parents to choose private or religious 
schools allows them the opportunity to 
find the best education for their children. 

Opponents believe such programs nega-
tively affect the children who stay in public 
schools and focus state resources in the 
wrong place.

“They’re a scheme to defund public edu-
cation and funnel it into private schools,” 
said Jose Medina, deputy communications 
director of the Texas Freedom Network, 
which advocates for public education.

Social divide
Republicans have filed bills that would 

allow Texans to openly carry weapons, 
fire gay employees or refuse gay custom-
ers and would also repeal the DREAM 
Act, which allows undocumented stu-
dents to pay in-state college tuition and 
pursue citizenship. 

In previous sessions, similar bills have 
divided the chambers and taken up days 
and weeks of debate, pushed off budget 
passage and otherwise derailed sessions. 

Democrats, who have filed their own 
social bills, including a repeal of the gay 
marriage ban, said those types of fights 
siphon the energy and goodwill needed to 
address the most urgent issues. 

“Any time that is spent in a 140-day leg-
islative session distracted with these sorts 
of issues gets away from doing what Texas 
actually needs, which is to prepare for its 
growth,” Garcia said.

“We cannot look at 
the overwhelming 
victory as a mandate 
to do nothing.”

—Steve Munisteri, executive director of the 
Republican Party of Texas

AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature
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31 members

150 members

2015 LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR

Source: Legislative Reference Library of Texas

SENATE 
district 

population: 

547,952

FIRST  
regular 
session  

of the  

Texas 
Legislature 

was  
Feb. 16  

to  
May 13,  
1846.

4-year terms

2-year terms

became part of the 
United States in 

1845.

Texas

Sources: www.senate.state.tx.us, www.house.state.tx.us, www.capitol.state.tx.us, www.tspb.state.tx.us, www.lrl.state.tx.us

A senator 
must be

26
years old 
to serve.

A representative 
must be

21
years old 
to serve.

        The 
current 
Texas 
Capitol 

was 
completed 

in 

1888.
140 DAYS: 
Length of a regular 
legislative session

It was designated a  
National Historic 
Landmark in 1986.

IDEAL
HOUSE  

district 
population:

 113,243

JAN 13  
Session begins 
The 84th Texas Legislature 
convenes at noon.

FEBRUARY
Committee assignments 
 made 
The speaker of the house and 
lieutenant governor appoint 
legislators to committees and assign 
chairmen and chairwomen.

MAR 13 

Deadline for filing bills and 
joint resolutions 
Local bills, emergency 
appropriations and bills that have 
been declared an emergency can 
still be filed later.

JUN 1  
Session ends

JUN 21  
Last day the governor can sign 
or veto bills passed during the 
regular legislative session

AUG 31  

Date that bills without specific 
effective dates become law

NOV 3  
Election Day

5,909
bills 
passed 

10,630 
bills filed
during 83rd 
Legislative 
Session

Out of

R D Open84th Texas Legislature*

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_wdl and search for 
#CITxLege or visit communityimpact.com

at least at least

The

*As of Jan. 9
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Be Healthy. Be Happy. Be Connected.
Homes from the $200s-Millions

WoodforestTx.com

Your pursuit of a healthy lifestyle begins at Woodforest. With more than

700 acres dedicated to parks, hike and bike trails, sports fields and open areas, 

Woodforest leaves no stone unturned. Whether you start your day taking the

family dog to Admiral Bark Park, or bringing the kids to one of our

themed playgrounds, Woodforest is sure to stimulate an active

and happy lifestyle while connecting you with

your family, neighbors, and new friends. With over 3,000 acres

of rolling terrain, we are confident you can and will  find the

home you desire — surrounded by the nourishing sense

of community your family deserves.

I can.  I will.

Prices and availabilitiy are subject to change without notice.
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SEN. BRANDON CREIGHTON • DISTRICT 4 SEN. PAUL BETTENCOURT • DISTRICT 7

REP. MARK KEOUGH • DISTRICT 15

R-Conroe

Elected: 2006

512-463-0104

brandon.
creighton@senate.
state.tx.us

R-Houston

Elected: 2014

512-463-0107

paul.bettencourt@senate.state.tx.us

R-The Woodlands

Elected: 2014

www.capitol.state.
tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 
• Creighton 

prefiled Senate 
Bill 186, which 
would repeal 
the franchise 
tax in 2020 
and order the 
comptroller to study alternative revenue 
sources

• Filed Senate Concurrent Resolution 
1 to protect state sovereignty and 
reasserting our rights as states under the 
10th Amendment to the United States 
Constitution

• Filed Senate Bills 228 and 229 to further 
reinforce our Second Amendment rights

Top 3 priorities: 
• To make sure the Legislature is able 

to pass a solid budget that includes 
property tax relief

• To create a business climate that 
facilitates job growth in Texas

• Bring focus to fast-growth school 
districts on the subject of school finance 
that will go before the Texas Supreme 
Court, changing the funding formula to 
a system that does not hold fast-growth 
districts like Katy and Cy-Fair hostage 

Top 3 priorities: 
• Keough has 

filed a bill that 
would require 
counties of more 
than 45,000 
residents to 
create a database 
disclosing county expenditures.

• Keough wants to address the issue 
of auto insurance companies issuing 
policies excluding drivers who reside in 
the same household as the policy holder 
without disclosing the exclusion.

• He believes repealing the franchise tax 
would provide relief to small businesses 
that have paid income tax on margins 
when profit may not have been earned in 
that year.

10

45

59
Cleveland

Port 
Arthur

REP. DEBBIE RIDDLE • DISTRICT 150

Tomball

45

610
10

Conroe

R-Tomball

Elected: 2002

512-463-0572 

debbie.riddle@
house.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 
• Ensuring the 

protection of 
the border 
by properly 
funding the 
Department of 
Public Safety, 
Texas Rangers 
and other organizations 

• Protecting Second Amendment rights 
and ensuring public safety and security  
by allowing residents who are licensed 
to carry handguns to openly carry 
handguns 

• Making sure education is properly 
funded statewide

Tomball

45

24945 59249
Tomball

Conroe

Higher education 

Health care 

Transportation 

Public education 

Budget 

Small business 
and economy

WANT MORE TEXAS 
LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

KEY DATES

Legislative coverage at #CITxLege and communityimpact.com

Follow us on Twitter—@impactnews_wdl—for The 
Woodlands, Shenandoah and Oak Ridge North news, and 
throughout the legislative session search for #CITxLege for 
coverage that matters to you.

Jan. 13 – 84th Texas Legislature convenes at noon

March 13 – Deadline for filing bills and joint resolutions 
other than local bills, emergency appropriations and 
emergency bills declared by the governor

June 1 – Last day of 84th regular session 

June 21 – Last day governor can sign or veto bills 
passed during the regular legislative session 

Aug. 31 – Date that bills without specific effective 
dates become law 

Nov. 3 – Election Day

AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

MEET YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS FOR THE WOODLANDS, SHENANDOAH AND OAK RIDGE NORTH

Wells Fargo Private Bank provides financial services and products through Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. and its affiliates. Deposit and loan products offered through Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC.  
Insurance products are available through Insurance subsidiaries of Wells Fargo & Company and are underwritten by non-affiliated Insurance Companies. Not available in all states.  The team members 
denoted by (*) are employed by and registered with Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC and are not employees of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors,  
LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and separate non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. © 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. NMLSR ID 399801. CAR-1114-04136

Wealth Planning n Banking n Trust n Investments n Insurance | wellsfargoprivatebank.com

Wells Fargo Private Bank offers the dedicated attention of our regional team backed  
by the strength, innovation and resources of the larger Wells Fargo organization.  
We instill confidence in our clients by devising a strategy based on their unique needs 
while leveraging our national resources to extend the impact of their wealth, now and 
over time.

To learn more about how your local Wells Fargo Private Bank office can help you,  
please contact: 
Jeffrey H. Shipley 
Regional Managing Director 
281-681-4140 
jeffrey.h.shipley@wellsfargo.com

(Left to right) Seated: Melissa Greer, Senior Private Banker; Clay Tarro, Wealth Advisor; Allison Gregory, Senior Fiduciary Specialist; 
Jeffrey H. Shipley, Regional Managing Director; Mary Arnold, Senior Private Banker; Aimee Chester, Wealth Advisor;  
Jeanette Allan, Financial Advisor*; Standing: Lisa Butler, Administrative Assistant; Sharon Parker, Administrative Assistant;  
Beth DeGroot, Wealth Advisor Client Associate; David Powell, Senior Investment Strategist; William H. Murphy,  
Financial Advisor*; Rodolfo Q. Garcia, Private Banker; Dawn Bremer, Investment Management Associate;  
Diane Hilden, Private Banker Client Associate

Regional support backed by 
institutional strength

The Woodlands
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Two names you know well.
Now working together in five locations.

Now expert breast radiologists from MD Anderson Cancer Center are interpreting
mammograms and performing diagnostic procedures at fi ve Memorial Hermann breast imaging 

locations. Th e same breast centers you count on for a great experience, leading-edge 3-D 
imaging technology and advanced diagnostic tools are now staff ed by MD Anderson doctors.

Isn’t it time you had your mammogram? Visit memorialhermann.org for 
convenient online self-scheduling with ScheduleNow or call 877.70.MAMMO.

PUBLICATION:
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Katy, Sugar Land, 
Woodlands Edition
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The Oak Ridge North gym Flips Gymnastics was 
featured in the August edition. Flips Gymnastics has 
been in operation for more than 30 years.

A summer guide offered features of every park in The 
Woodlands, Shenandoah, Oak Ridge North and the 
Rayford Road corridor.

SPECIAL SECTION
year in
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This photo from the February edition showed the progress of the 385-acre ExxonMobil campus construction. 
The facility, which is located in Spring, will house about 12,000 employees when it opens in 2015.

Art Outlet, at 27510 I-45 N., in Oak Ridge North, was one of 
Community Impact Newspaper’s featured businesses in 2014. The 
art shop features more than 3,000 original oil paintings.

Construction on The Woodlands’ Garden District, East Shore, 
continued in 2014. The neighborhood was the focus of a 
September feature.

Fielding’s Wood Grill was among the new restaurants to open in 
The Woodlands in 2014. The restaurant was featured in the March 
edition along with several other new restaurants.

Construction continued on the 37-mile Grand Parkway segments 
F-1, F-2 and G. The $1 billion project to finish three segments of 
Houston’s third outer loop will be complete by the end of the year.
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SPECIAL SECTION

A June cover story reported on issues The Woodlands Township and members of a local cycling coalition had 
with the Houston-Galveston Area Council’s South Montgomery County Mobility Study. The township and the 
coalition believed the study should have incorporated more cycling options into the process.
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A November cover story reported on Proposition 1, a state constitutional amendment that voters approved in 
November. The measure could provide as much as $1.7 billion annually for new roads and improvements.

Hughes Landing continues to develop along the eastern shore of 
Lake Woodlands. Once complete, the development could feature 
up to 11 office buildings, retail space and residential space.

A February close-up feature highlighted The Woodlands 
Information Center on Woodlands Parkway, which features scaled 
models of Town Center and The Woodlands.

Kendra Scott Jewelers was among the many retail businesses to 
open in The Woodlands in 2014. A July cover story reported on 
how those new retailers affected the local job market.

Spring Skate Park, the largest of its kind in the U.S., 
opened in 2014 at 12351 Kuykendahl Road. The park 
was featured in August.

The Oak Ridge Woodlands Area Little League was the 
subject of a May close-up feature. The youth baseball 
league has been operating in the area since 1971.
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SPECIAL SECTION

RECLAIM YOUR LIFE
OUR MISSION

To provide comprehensive, personalized, evidence based 
gynecologic oncology care to women

WE OFFER CARE TO ALL WOMEN WITH A GYNECOLOGIC ONCOLOGY CONDITION

• Evaluation and treatment of ovarian, uterine,
 cervical, vaginal and vulvar cancers
• Evaluation and treatment of cervical and 
 vaginal dysplasia
• Evaluation and treatment of vulvar intraepithelial
 neoplasia
• Evaluation of complex adnexal or pelvic masses
• Evaluation of postmenopausal bleeding
• Second opinions
• Risk reducing surgery for BRCA and Lynch 
 gene mutations.

COMMON 
SERVICES WE 

PROVIDE

OFFICE LOCATIONS

17521 St Luke’s Way
Suite 180

The Woodlands, TX 77384

22710 Professional Drive
Suite 202

Kingwood, TX 77339

837 FM 1960 West
Suite 106

Houston, TX 77090

SCHEDULING 
936-447-9490 (o�  ce) • 832-442-4657 (fax) • Ghpmagynonc.com
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An April business profile featured Jim Simon and his Oak Ridge North barbershop, Simon’s Barbershop. Simon 
has worked as a barber in the area since the 1970s.

In July, the Rob Fleming Aquatic Center was the focus of a 
close-up feature. The aquatic center features a 450-foot lazy river, 
play pool and concession stands.

Steve Head was named chancellor of the Lone Star College 
System in July. In September, Head visited Community Impact 
Newspaper’s Houston office for its quarterly Coffee with Impact.

TGR Exotics Wildlife Park in Spring is home to more than 150 
exotic animals, including llamas, warthogs, monkeys and bison. 
The park was the subject of an April feature.

Construction came to a halt on the Woodlands 
Parkway after the Texas Department of Transportation 
fired the project’s contractor in October. 

The Falls at Imperial Oaks saw construction wrap up 
on dozens of new homes in 2014, signifying a trend in 
real estate development in the Rayford Road corridor.
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Last year these businesses 
opened, were coming soon or 
relocated. Here are updates on 
how they are doing now.

TopGolf North Houston opened in Spring 
in April and sees about 30,000 visitors 
per month.

By Brian Walzel
Since opening in April, TopGolf 

North Houston has seen a steady 
customer base and a few of its menu 
selections spread companywide.

Director of Operations Don  
Bachman said TopGolf North Hous-
ton sees about 30,000 visitors per 
month. TopGolf offers three levels of 
driving range–style golf games, along 
with cocktails and chef-prepared 
food.

“It’s been amazing to see the 
reception we have received from The 
Woodlands and from Houston as a 
whole,” Bachman said.

Not only has TopGolf become a 
popular spot for golfers and nongolf-
ers alike, some of its menu items have 
proven to be so popular other loca-
tions have picked up the selections. 

Bachman said the Italian flat bread 
and gumbo are now featured on 
every TopGolf location’s menu. 

New programs and events on tap 
for 2015 include a Boots and Suits 
event in February in which guests 
attending wear swimsuits and boots. 

Top Golf
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560 Spring Park Center Blvd. 
Spring • 832-200-0106 
www.topgolf.com

E. Cypress Dr. 

Spring Park Center Blvd.
45

Central Taco co-owner Jose Gonzalez 
opened the restaurant in the Portofino 
Shopping Center in September.

By Brian Walzel  
When Jose Gonzalez decided to 

bring authentic Mexican food to The 
Woodlands area, he did so in the 
form of Central Taco, located in the 
Portofino Shopping Center. 

Central Taco, which opened in 
September, mirrors a popular Mexi-
can taqueria, El Farolito. Gonzalez 
said El Farolito is popular in Mexico 
with numerous locations.

“We serve real Mexican food,” he 
said. “There is no Tex in the Mex.”

Gonzalez said a key difference in 
what Central Taco offers is tacos with 
primarily just meat, salsa and a few 
vegetables. 

For example, the restaurant’s  
signature dish is its Pastor taco, 
which features marinated pork,  
cilantro, onion and pineapple. 

“We want the flavors of the meat  
to come out,” Gonzalez said.

The restaurant uses charcoal to 
grill its meat to bring out the fla-
vor, he said. They also feature fresh 
toppings and a variety of salsas and 
sides, such as beans, flour and corn 
chips and rice. 

Central Taco offers a variety of 
options on its menu, including pitas, 
soups and salads, burritos, tortas, 
tostadas and bowls. Gonzalez said 

Central Taco
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19075 I-45 S., Ste. 752 
Shenandoah • 936-206-5936 
www.centraltaco.com

Tamina Rd. 
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“We also just rolled out our Top 
Golf U, which is a golf instruction 
academy where all of our guests, 
golfers or nongolfers at various levels, 
can get a simple 20-minute lesson for 
$20,” Bachman said. 

the restaurant’s popularity is gaining, 
primarily by word of mouth through 
friends and family. Plans are in place 
to open more locations in Houston, 
Sugar Land and Katy in the next year.

OneLakesEdge.com    281-367-4421

Introducing One Lakes Edge Urban Apartments
Coming Soon to The Woodlands

One Lakes Edge features luxurious one, two, and three bedroom residences
fully-appointed with modern finishes and resort-inspired amenities located
at Hughes Landing on Lake Woodlands.

Contact a Leasing Representative Today. Anticipated Move-ins April 2015.

BETH  FIRST
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Molcajete de queso is a dip that consists 
of Monterey Jack cheese breaded in 
Chicharron, served with tomatillo sauce.

Jose Martinez rounds out the dough to 
make authentic rosca de reyes bread.

By Julie Butterfield
Since opening in August, La Bikina 

has tailored its menu toward a more 
authentic Mexican experience. Gen-
eral Manager Eric Anderson said the 
restaurant’s menu, while staying true 
to traditional and authentic Mexican 
cuisine, has been tweaked to suit 
what customers want.

“We keep the heart of La Bikina, 
but we’re married to The Wood-
lands,” Anderson said. 

Dishes added to the original menu 
include tampiquena, which is thinly 
grilled steak, queso destileria and 
choriqueso, Chihuahua cheese que-
sos, and a grilled 12-ounce rib-eye. 

Anderson said everything at the 
restaurant, the first La Bikina in the 
U.S., is prepared fresh. Customers 
who have dietary restrictions, such 
as those who eat gluten-free, can tell 
the waitstaff and menu items will be 
prepared to accommodate their diet.  

The restaurant specializes in 
enchiladas commonly found in the 
northern part of Mexico and a fried 
red snapper, which is fresh and not 
frozen. Yet, Anderson said, at La 
Bikina the ambience is the draw.

“We specialize in the experience,” 
he said. “People say it’s like stepping 
into Mexico.”  

By Jesse Mendoza
The House of Bread opened in 

February 2014, and has been creating 
authentic Mexican sweet breads for 
customers ever since.

The family-operated business 
features popular sweets, empanadas 
and cakes for all occasions, Manager 
Joseph Narvaez said. 

“I would say the sweet potato 
empanadas and the pumpkin empa-
nadas are always running out,”  
Narvaez said. “We also make this 
bread called the ‘Caracol,’ or ‘The 
Snail.’ It is a vanilla bread swirl with 
cream cheese throughout.”

Narvaez said the restaurant also 
features baked Argentinean empa-
nadas, which he said are healthier 
than traditional fried Argentinean 
empanadas.

Since opening, Narvaez said the 
quality of the bakery’s bread has 
helped increase business.

“It is a small bakery so we are still 
able to control the mixes to make 
higher-quality bread,” Narvaez said. 

Other than baked goods, The 
House of Bread also sells tamales by 
the half dozen, Narvaez said.

The bakery plans to open a new 
South American kitchen that will 
open inside the bakery early this year, 

La Bikina The House of Bread
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4223 Research Forest Drive 
The Woodlands • 281-419-1985 
www.labikinausa.com

25227 Borough Park Drive 
Spring • 281-465-8061 
www.lacasadelpan.net

Gosling Rd. 
Research Forest Dr. 

Technology 
Forest Blvd. 

Blair Rock Rd. 

Sawdust Rd. 
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Bob’s Steak & Chop House
1700 Research Forest Drive  
Shenandoah • 281-292-2627
www.bobs-steakandchop.com

Bonefish
1555 Lake Woodlands Drive
The Woodlands • 281-419-5055
www.bonefishgrill.com

Bowlero
27000 I-45 N.
The Woodlands • 281-367-1277
www.bowlero.com

Costco
8185 Hwy. 242
The Woodlands • 936-703-2295
www.costco.com

Gino’s East
25657 I-45 S. 
Spring • 281-643-7437
www.ginoseast.com

Grub Burger Bar
2417 Research Forest Drive, Ste. A 
The Woodlands • 281-907-9001
www.grubburgerbar.com

H-E-B Creekside
26500 Kuykendahl Road 
The Woodlands • 281-205-6500
www.heb.com

Hyatt Place Hotel
1909 Research Forest Drive
The Woodlands • 281-298-4600
www.hyatt.com

Kona Grill
3 Waterway Square, Ste. 100
The Woodlands • 281-466-4061
www.konagrill.com

Nestle Tollhouse Cafe
25 Waterway, Ste. 82  
The Woodlands • 832-663-6895
www.nestlecafe.com

Nordstrom
1201 Lake Woodlands Drive 
The Woodlands • 832-562-4880
http://shop.nordstrom.com

The Republic Grille
4775 W. Panther Creek Drive
The Woodlands • 281-719-5895
www.therepublicgrille.com

NOTABLE OPENINGS IN 2014

For 2015, La Bikina will begin 
offering live music by Latin guitarist 
Ramon Torres. Also, the restaurant 
will introduce “date night” with half-
price wines. 

Narvaez said.
 “In general, it is going to have 

the most popular dishes in South 
America. It is not going to be based 
on just one [cuisine],” he said.

45
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THE WOODLANDS TOWNSHIP

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

Meetings
The Woodlands Township board of 
directors meets at 8 a.m. on the third 
Thursday of the month and at 6 p.m. on 
the fourth Wednesday of the month at 
2801 Technology Forest Blvd.

Meetings
The commissioners court is the governing 
body of the county. The public meetings 
are held every other Monday beginning 
at 9:30 a.m.  They are held on the fourth 
floor of the Alan B. Sadler Administration 
Building at 501 N. Thompson St., Conroe. 

Top issues for 2015
• Improved transit system

The township will continue to evaluate 
its transit system, which includes the 
potential development and construction 
of a $5 million transit center. The project 
would be funded by the township, H-
GAC and the Federal Transit Authority.

• Capital expenses 
The township will spend more than $5 
million on Parks and Recreation depart-
ment projects, including  
$1.7 million in Town Center, $950,000 
for park improvements, $467,000 for 
improvements to some community 
pools, and $595,000 for new develop-
ment in Creekside Park. 

• Fire station remodeling 
The township is spending $1.9 million to 
renovate The Woodlands Fire Depart-
ment Station No. 2, the oldest existing 
fire station in the community. The fire 
station, at 9303 Gosling Road, will get 
a new roof, an upgraded living area, 
remodeled living quarters and new 
restrooms. The project will be complete 
by the first quarter of the year. 

Top issues for 2015
• Jail expansion/renovation 

Montgomery County plans to review all 
potential options available to remodel 
the existing jail and make changes on 
the location to alleviate overcrowding. 

• Potential road bond 
The county will partner with TxDOT to 
fund mobility projects if the proposed 
$300 million–$500 million road bond 
issue is approved by voters in May. 
Many of the potential projects for south 
Montgomery County and Precinct 3 
were outlined in the recent H-GAC 
South Montgomery County Mobility 
Study.

• Rayford Road expansion 
The highest priorities for the county 
in the proposed road bond election 
include the Rayford Road expansion, 
added lane capacity on FM 1097 west 
of I-45, an overpass on Hwy. 242 at FM 
1314 and an expansion of the district 
thoroughfare to Hwy. 105. 

Big decisions made in 2014
• Transit plan announced 

The Woodlands Township, along with 
the Houston-Galveston Area Council, 
announced the results of its year-long 
transit plan. The plan detailed several 
options for the township to consider to 
improve and expand its transit system. 
Recommendations include implement-
ing a new bus system throughout 
Town Center, implementing a reverse 
commute transit system to and from 
downtown Houston and implementing 
bus service to and from the ExxonMobil  
campus and Springwoods Village.

• Sports park in the works 
The township is developing a $4.9 mil-
lion sports park on Gosling Road. The 
facility will include three artificial turf 
fields and two natural grass fields. The 
land was donated by The Woodlands 
Development Company, and the town-
ship is paying for improvements to the 
park. The facility will include spectator 
stands and a running trail.

Big decisions made in 2014
• Airport runway expansion 

The county completed the construction 
of a new runway extension at the Lone 
Star Executive Airport. The 1,500-foot 
runway extension removes weight 
restrictions, allowing aircraft to carry 
additional passengers and carry more 
fuel to travel more remote destinations 
without interruption. 

• County thoroughfare plan 
A final agreement with H-GAC was 
reached to review and update the major 
thoroughfare plan, which includes identi-
fying new corridors and roads that need 
to be built to improve mobility through-
out the county.

• Hwy. 249 extension 
An agreement was finalized between 
the Texas Department of Transportation 
and Harris County for the construction 
of the extension of Hwy. 249 from north 
of Pinehurst to north of Todd Mission. 
Montgomery County’s share of the $300 
million expenditure is $90 million.  

Terms and compensation
The Woodlands Township board of 
directors consists of seven directors 
who serve two-year terms. Directors 
are not financially compensated for 
meetings.

Terms and compensation
The Montgomery County Commissioners 
Court is composed of an elected 
county judge and four elected county 
commissioners, each serving four-year 
terms. The judge’s annual salary is 
$159,947 while the commissioners each 
earn $159,117 annually.
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The 2015 Woodlands Township board of directors, from left: Mike Bass, Ed Robb, Peggy 
Hausman, Chairman Bruce Tough, Gordy Bunch, John McMullan and Jeff Long

Montgomery County Judge Craig Doyal delivers a speech after being sworn in Jan. 1.

Create 
what you
can’t create
at home!

Spring
Workshops
Spring
Workshops
Early Childhood Explorations, KindeReady Workshops,
Creative Workshops, The original ARTrageous Workshops,
Spring BreaKation! and Robotics. Weekly enrollment! Call now> Field Trips & OutreachBirthday Parties Workshops

The museum is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization.
Help support the Museum’s exhibits, educational and

outreach  programs. All donations are welcome and
tax deductible! 

STUCK WITH HIGH
INSURANCE RATES?

WE CAN HELP!
3 Year Rate Guarantee*

SHIR-1-CLR-4x4-0714

Insurance underwritten by
Freedom Life Insurance Company of America
National Foundation Life Insurance Company

*Not available in all states or on all products. Exclusions and limitations apply.

        (936) 718-9137 
    frank.keechi@ushadvisors.com 
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THE CITY OF OAK RIDGE NORTH

THE CITY OF SHENANDOAH

Meetings
The Oak Ridge North City Council 
meets at 7 p.m. the second and fourth 
Monday of each month at 27427 
Robinson Road. 
281-291-4648 
www.oakridgenorth.com

Meetings
The City Council holds public meetings 
every other week on Wednesday nights 
at 7 p.m. at 29955 I-45 S.  
281-367-2225  
www.shenandoahtx.us

Top issues for 2015
• City to seek partnership to bolster 

newly established TIRZ
The city seeks to partner with  
Montgomery County to also capture its 
tax increments within the city’s TIRZ 
in areas located in the city’s ETJ. City 
Manager Vicky Rudy said that  
without the partnership with  
Montgomery County, the city would 
have difficulty paying for necessary 
infrastructure upgrades on its own.

• City to begin development of a 
thoroughfare plan to improve 
mobility east of I-45
Once the Houston-Galveston Area 
Council’s Southern Montgomery County 
Mobility Study is finalized, the city of 
Oak Ridge North will begin develop-
ment of a city thoroughfare plan. The 
plan aims to help move residents within 
the city without having to access I-45 
or necessarily cross the railroad tracks. 
The plan will also make it possible for 
businesses to plan for future roads.

Top issues for 2015
• Shenandoah aims for connectivity

The city will continue to build sidewalks 
in an effort to improve  
connectivity. Shenandoah will bridge ex-
isting sidewalks at the end of Wellman 
Road and near the Sunningdale apart-
ment complex. The city will also build 
new sidewalks in yet-to-be determined 
locations. 

• New traffic technology installation
Shenandoah will install new traffic 
signals along Research Forest Drive 
and on Tamina Road at I-45. The new 
signals, costing $350,000, are enhanced 
with new control mechanisms, including 
cameras and detection devices, and will 
be reprogrammed to accommodate left 
turns with flashing lights. 

• Detention pond to prevent flooding
Shenandoah is readying the Vision Park 
detention pond so it will be available 
in full capacity in 2015. The $600,000 
retention-detention pond is engineered 
to hold and drain water to aid in the 
prevention of flooding in local areas. 

Big decisions made in 2014
• ORN establishes a tax increment 

reinvestment zone
The city of Oak Ridge North established 
a tax increment reinvestment zone 
within the city and its extraterritorial 
jurisdiction in December. A TIRZ is a 
special taxing district that caps property 
values at the value of when the TIRZ is 
created then uses the increased prop-
erty values, or “tax increments,” to fund 
infrastructure improvements within the 
zone’s boundaries.

• SJRA begins surface water 
delivery pipeline construction
The San Jacinto River Authority began 
surface water delivery pipeline con-
struction in the city in 2014. The infra-
structure will serve to deliver surface 
water from Lake Conroe to the city 
starting in summer 2015 to meet Lone 
Star Groundwater Conservation District 
groundwater use reduction mandates 
by 2016.

Big decisions made in 2014
• New parking ordinance fines 

violators 
The city passed a parking ordinance 
prohibiting large vehicles from parking 
overnight on city streets. Large non-
passenger vehicles parked on public 
streets, such as boats, trailers, personal 
watercraft, golf carts and moving vans, 
are considered too large for overnight 
parking in Shenandoah. Each 24-hour 
period a vehicle is left on the street will 
result in a $500 fine. 

• City taps into Catahoula Aquifer in 
Panorama Village
To address the long-term need for water, 
Shenandoah partnered with the city of 
Panorama Village in Montgomery County 
to drill the Catahoula Aquifer water well 
as an alternative water source. The 
Lone Star Water Conservation District 
recognized the city’s conservation effort, 
which will result in a state-mandated 
reduction of groundwater usage of 30 
percent by 2016. The project is expected 
to cost about $3.2 million. 

Terms and compensation
City Council members and the mayor 
serve two-year terms with no term 
limits. Council members earn $250 per 
month, and the mayor earns $500 per 
month.

Terms and compensation
The council is composed of the mayor 
and five City Council positions. The 
mayor and Council Members are elected 
every two years and have no term limits. 
In 2015, Shenandoah City Council will 
have three council members up for 
election. Council members are paid $409 
to attend meetings, and the mayor is 
paid $545.  
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The 2015 Oak Ridge North City Council members are from left: Clint McClaren, Tom 
Coale, Mayor James Kuykendall, Frances Planchard, Christian Walsh and Jim Simon 

The 2015 Shenandoah City Council from left: Jean Teague, Darrell Frazier, Gary Henson, 
Mayor Garry Watts, John Houston and Michael McLeod

The Shape Of Behavior
26315 Oak Ridge Dr • The Woodlands, TX 77380

Ph# 832.358.2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

The Shape Of Behavior
26315 Oak Ridge Dr • The Woodlands, TX 7738026315 Oak Ridge Dr • The Woodlands, TX 77380

Autism Services and Behavior Therapy

 Communication 

 Socialization

 Self-Help Skills

 Academics and Behavior Problems Academics and Behavior Problems

Our Board Certifi ed Behavior Analysts (BCBA) develop an 
individualized program for each child. We offer an array of 
services such as in-clinic treatment, social skills training, in-

school shadowing programs, parent trainings, and play groups.

Proudly serving children and 
their families since 2000.

Like us on Facebook to information 
on Free Trainings and Play Groups.

Download Our FREE 
App for Up-To-Date 

Information on Clinics, 
Events, Training, Etc.

Compiled by Julie Butterfield, Jesse Mendoza and Brian Walzel 
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Water suppliers look to stay 
ahead of mandate deadline
By Jesse Mendoza

As the 2016 groundwater reduction 
mandate deadline established by the 
Lone Star Groundwater Conservation 
District draws closer, local water sup-
pliers and municipalities are finalizing 
ongoing projects to comply.

The LSGCD mandate states that 
municipalities and water suppliers 
must reduce groundwater use by about 
30 percent of 2009 groundwater use 
levels by 2016. Many entities through-
out Montgomery County entered into 
joint groundwater reduction plans.

“We are seeing a lot of progress 
occurring in the county, [and] there 
are a few entities that have over-con-
verted already with the hopes of earn-
ing early conversion credits for their 
effort,” LSGCD General Manager 
Kathy Jones said. “You will see a lot of 
those entities that are representing the 
[groundwater reduction plans] doing 
the last minute changes that they need 
to comply with the district’s rules.”

The San Jacinto River Authority 
groundwater reduction plan—the 
largest of 32 plans in the county—is 
finalizing surface water delivery pipe-
line construction in The Woodlands 
and other participating entities and 

aims to begin delivering water to 
residents by summer.

By doing so, the SJRA plan would 
earn early conversion credits, which 
can be applied to deficits in ground-
water reduction if necessary, SJRA 
spokeswoman Ronda Trow said.

“If we start delivering [water] in 
July of 2015 versus January of 2016, 
we receive early conversion credits,” 
Trow said. “[If participating enti-
ties] get into January and for some 
reason the pumpage is a little off, 
then [they] can use those credits [to 
comply with reduction mandates].” 

While pipeline construction has 
been completed in The Woodlands, 
Trow said additional testing and site 
restoration will continue until the 
spring.

“We are continuing to do site 
restoration, we are doing testing of 
all the lines, we are still pulling fiber 
optics and we will have to do flesh-
ing of the lines until the spring,” 
Trow said. “Residents should still 
expect to see us in the area from 
time to time. So if there is a rolling 
lane closure or if there is an area that 
has been barricaded off, that could 
be due to testing of the lines.”

The San Jacinto River Authority is nearing completion of a surface water treatment 
plant on Lake Conroe as the agency prepares to deliver water to residents this year.

Attorney Lincoln Goodwin, left, succeeds the late Judge J. Kent Adams.
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Harris County taps Goodwin to fill 
justice of the peace slot
By Ariel Carmona Jr.

Harris County Commissioners 
Court voted Dec. 16 to appoint attor-
ney Lincoln Goodwin to Position 1 
on the Precinct 4 Justice of the Peace 
Court. Goodwin was sworn in during 
the ceremony by Precinct 4 Commis-
sioner Jack Cagle.

Goodwin replaces the late J. Kent 
Adams, who served in the posi-
tion for 13 years until his death in 
October.

“These last four months have not 
been easy for us because we have lost 
a beloved member of our commu-
nity,” Cagle said.

The appointment of Goodwin 
comes after weeks of research and 
interviews with interested candidates 
and a recommendation by Cagle.

Cagle said he and the other com-
missioners are confident in Good-
win’s abilities to continue the work 
started by Adams.

“One of the beautiful things 
[about] Judge Adams is that his 
legacy is not one that ended the day 
that he waved goodbye to us and took 
his next reward, but that his legacy 
is one that he built something that 
could be continued,” Cagle said.

David Riddle, chairman of Harris 
County Senate District 7, thanked the 
commissioners for serving the com-
munity and praised their appoint-
ment of Goodwin. 

“I was born and raised right here, 
and Judge McElroy and Judge Adams 
served our community so well,” 
Riddle said. “It’s such a legacy that 
our community has set, right here is 
just a little slice of heaven. In order 
to perpetuate that slice of heaven, 
we have to have good elected offi-
cials placed in office. Fortunately 
today, [Goodwin was] a phenomenal 
appointment.”

Goodwin has practiced as a civil 
attorney with the Lanier Law Firm 
since 2007, and also worked for five 
years in the felony division of the 
Harris County District Attorney’s 
Office where he personally managed 
dockets for more than 200 cases.

Goodwin served as president of the 
Student Bar Association while at the 
Texas Tech University School of Law 
and graduated from Baylor Univer-
sity in 1994. In addition to significant 
pro bono work for underprivileged 
clients, Goodwin serves as a deacon 
at Houston’s First Baptist Church.
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Development plans continue for 
former Camp Strake site in Conroe
By Liza Winkler 

More plans were announced in 
2014 for the former Camp Strake site, 
which was purchased in July 2013 
by the Johnson Development Corp. 
Construction is expected to begin on 
a new development at the former site 
of Camp Strake in Conroe along the 
corner of I-45 and Loop 336 within 
the next two years.

Johnson Development officials 
revealed detailed plans for an esti-
mated 2,000-acre, mixed-use devel-
opment known as Strake–The Grand 
Central Park to be constructed about 
4 miles north of The Woodlands.

The Boy Scouts of America owned 
and managed the Strake property for 
about 70 years before Johnson Devel-
opment acquired it in 2013.

“There’s a strong scouting commu-
nity and the Strake property holds a 
lot of things and promises to it,” said 
Virgil Yoakum, general manager of 
Woodforest Development in Conroe 
at Johnson Development Corp. “So the 
difficult task will be to weave ourselves 
into this natural resource and come 
away with something prideful and the 
least impactful, so to speak.”

Strake–The Grand Central Park 
will be divided into several different 
sections with a variety of residential 
units, retail areas, corporate offices 
and green space.

“There are a multitude of potential 
uses for the development,” Yoakum 
said. “From traditional family to 
higher density units, to corporate 
retail and corporate office uses, to 
townhomes and many other forms.”

In late September, Johnson Devel-
opment and Fidelis Realty Partners 
finalized the acquisition of a 112-acre 
tract planned for future retail develop-
ment at the Strake property.

The tract is proposed to include 
a 750,000-square-foot shopping, 

dining and entertainment complex. 
Construction is slated to begin on the 
retail area in late 2016 and is expected 
to open to the public by early 2017.

The west village portion of the 
Strake property is proposed to include 
several traditional, single-family 
homes, Yoakum said. In addition, 
there are plans to construct a town 
center in the middle of the Strake 
property with urban living centers 
and entertainment areas as well as 
corporate offices along I-45, he said.

Housing up to 5,000 residents, the 
Strake property could include about 
2,500 to 2,700 residential units of 
various types, including traditional 
houses, townhomes, apartments and 
live-work units, Yoakum said. 

At build-out in the next few 
decades, the property is proposed to 
include at least 1 million square feet of 
retail space.

Meanwhile, Sam Houston State 
University is working toward a deal 
with Johnson Development to build a 
medical school at the Strake property 
in the future. If the deal is finalized 
and the project is completed, the 
SHSU facility will be the first medical 
school in Montgomery County.

Health care services expanding in 
south Montgomery County
By Jesse Mendoza 

The Woodlands area residents 
will have greater access to health 
care services with the addition of 
a new Kelsey-Seybold Clinic and 
planned expansions at Memorial 
Hermann The Woodlands Hospital. 
The new projects are in addition to 
ongoing construction of a children’s 
hospital and a general hospital in 
The Woodlands.

Kelsey-Seybold Clinic opened its 
doors to patients in December at 
106 Vision Park Blvd. in Shenan-
doah. 

The three-story clinic features 
a variety of specialties, including 
cardiology, dermatology, fam-
ily medicine, hospital medicine, 
internal medicine and pediatrics. 
The clinic also offers radiology and 
laboratory services

Additionally, Kelsey-Seybold 
Clinic has maintained its former 
location for its OB-GYN physicians 
at 17198 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 540 in 
The Woodlands.

Memorial Hermann The Wood-
lands Hospital has announced 
a $17.4 million renovation and 
expansion of its hospital-based 
emergency department. The expan-
sion will add 3,400-square-feet of 
additional space to accommodate 

seven additional treatment rooms, 
including three trauma rooms and a 
separate area dedicated to pediatric 
patients.

The renovation is expected to 
begin early this year, according to 
the hospital. 

New hospitals will be entering 
The Woodlands market in upcom-
ing years, with construction of 
Texas Children’s Hospital in The 
Woodlands and Houston Methodist 
The Woodlands Hospital underway.

Texas Children’s Hospital is slated 
to open in The Woodlands at 17600 
I-45 S. in 2017. The facility will 
include a 24-hour emergency room, 
74 outpatient rooms, five radiology 
rooms, four operating rooms and 
30 acute care beds at opening, with 
plans for up to 200 beds, according 
to the hospital.

Houston Methodist The Wood-
lands Hospital is slated to open in 
2017 at the intersection of Hwy. 242 
and I-45. The hospital will provide 
similar acute care services as the 
Texas Medical Center location, 
according to the hospital. The $328 
million hospital campus is modeled 
after Houston Methodist West Hos-
pital near Katy and will also include 
a 135,000-square-foot medical office 
building.

Memorial Hermann The Woodlands Hospital is planning a $17.4 million expansion to 
its emergency department in 2015.
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STRAKE
THE GRAND CENTRAL PARK

5,000

2,500–2,700
Projected 

population of 
residents at  
the Strake  
property is

Residential units are planned

2,046 
ACRES

336

45

TheWoodlands-Spring.com

o ands  p gThe Woodlands & SpringTTThhee WWoooddllands && SSpprriinngThe Woodlands & Spring

Call (281)367-7770 #1 Top Producing Offi ce in Texas

For all the things 
that move you.
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WHERE
TRADITION & FULL SERVICE BANKING

MEET

7 GREATER HOUSTON LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

3205 College Park Dr. (Hwy 242)
The Woodlands, Texas 77384
936.273.4286

TraditionBank.com
713.666.2511 - Main

At Tradition Bank, we strive to provide the best banking experience 
possible.  We are a full service community bank that takes pride in 
serving our neighbors and supporting local businesses. Please come by 
and meet our group of friendly, professional and experienced bankers 
willing to work hard to meet your banking needs!
 
Experience the true meaning of Tradition.

Presented byPresented by

eoc.woodlandschamber.org 
281-367-5777

Reservations Required
Early Bird Prices End January 20

$120 Chamber Member
$150 Prospective Member

Includes Conference, Materials 
and Luncheon

U.S. Congressman 
Kevin Brady 

8th District of Texas

Alex G. Sutton, P.E.
Co-Pres.

The Woodlands 
Development Company

A Division of The Howard 
Hughes Corporation

Sallie Rainer
Pres. & CEO

Entergy Texas, Inc.

Virgil Yoakum
G.M. & V.P.
The Johnson 

Development Corp.

Gil Staley
CEO

The Woodlands Area 
Economic Development 

Partnership

John A. Moseley
Sen. Dir. - 

Trade Development
Port of Houston 

Authority

Regional Economist
Patrick Jankowski

V.P of Research
Greater Houston 

Partnership

Tim Welbes
Co-Pres.

 The Woodlands 
Development Company

A Division of The Howard 
Hughes Corporation

9 Speakers – 1 Conference

Achieving the Vision: Our Hometown & Beyond

How do YOU fi t into the vision?
 Now one of the largest business conferences in our 

community, this event brings together nationally-
recognized speakers, over 600 business and 
community leaders, and corporate sponsors.

9 Speakers – 1 Conference

Keynote Speaker
Peter L. Cella

President and 
Chief Executive Offi cer

Chevron Phillips Chemical

Friday, February 20, 2015
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

The Waterway Marriott Hotel & 
Convention Center

LIVEBONTERRA.COM

HOMES FROM THE MID $200S - MID $400S

Join us for these upcoming events:

January - Happy Hour at the
Woodforest Golf Club

February - Texas Hoedown to
celebrate the groundbreaking

of the new Bonterra Clubhouse

<<<<<

I am

Tour 9 Model Homes

Contact: Ashelea, our Internet Home Consultant, 
at 281.780.4652 or HoustonOnline@TaylorMorrison.com

I AM  >  63

accomplished.

AN INSPIRED LIVING
EXPERIENCE FROM

Offer void where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. All information (including, but not limited to prices, availability, incentives, floor plans, site plans, features,
standards and options, assessments and fees, planned amenities, programs, conceptual artists’ renderings and community development plans) is not guaranteed 
and remains subject to change or delay without notice. Maps and plans are not to scale and all dimensions are approximate. Photos and descriptions of any
planned improvements, features or amenities are not an actual representation and are for illustration purposes only that remain subject to change. This material
shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. At least one resident of household must be 55 or better, and addi-
tional restrictions apply. Some residents may be younger than 55 and no one under 19 in permanent residency. Please see a Taylor Morrison Sales Associate for 
details and visit www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. © Dec. 2014, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

With gorgeous rolling hills, inspiring
amenities and activities designed for
intrepid men and women 55 and greater,
Bonterra is the perfect home for those
who live life to the fullest. Make your
move to Bonterra at Woodforest.
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Here is a recap of last year’s big news as well as updates on what 
is happening now with area schools.

SAM HOUSTON STATE  
UNIVERSITY The Sam Houston 
State University Woodlands Center 
will open Phase 1 of its Nursing 
Skills program this month. The 
program provides an avenue for 
nursing students to earn their regis-
tered nurse or Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing degrees.

Judy Upshaw, director of nurs-
ing labs at SHSU The Woodlands, 
said the lab, which is located on the 
fourth floor of the facility, features 
hospital beds and operational 
mannequins that help train SHSU 
nursing students on how to care for 
patients.

Upshaw said the mannequins 
are fully operational and digitally 
controlled. They can simulate things 
such as a heart beat, blood pressure, 
pregnancy and birth.

“It’s as real as we want to make it,” 
Upshaw said. “Anything you can do 
in a real hospital with a real patient, 
they can do. It’s a safe atmosphere, 
where [students] can repeat the 
scenario.” 

Janet Mullings, director of the 
SHSU Woodlands Center, said the 

program will eventually consist of 
80 nursing students in four cohorts 
of 20 students each. She said that by 
next spring, the college aims to offer 
a bachelor’s degree in public health 
and in health care administration. 

Meanwhile, The Woodlands 
Center will continue its research 
symposium, which it launched last 
year. Mulling said the symposium 
features the research efforts of SHSU 
The Woodland Center graduate and 
undergraduate students. The stu-
dents present their original research 
to members of the public, faculty 
and peers. 

Also continuing this year is SHSU 
The Woodlands Center’s guest 
speaker series. The series began last 
year with a presentation by a federal 
prosecutor discussing federal theft, 
Mullings said. One of this year’s  
presentations, with one coming in 
the spring and one in the fall, will 
focus on drones, including those 
used by the Montgomery County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

“We try to find topics that have 
a broad appeal to the community,” 
Mulling said.

LONE STAR  
COLLEGE SYSTEM After years of 
planning by the Lone Star College 
System, voters approved a $485 mil-
lion bond during the Nov. 5 election. 

This month the college system will 
begin to phase in planned proj-
ects, beginning with high priority 
workforce centers, hiring additional 
faculty and expanding the capacity of 
strained campuses.

“We have been on a dramatic 
growth path for about 10 years now—
we have doubled in size during that 
time,” said Ray Laughter, LSCS vice 
chancellor of external affairs. “We 
have been trying to position ourselves 
to ensure that we can continue to 
provide access to all of the students 
[who] want to come here. So we are 
very grateful to voters for approving 

the bonding capacity.”
The system will use the bond funds 

to meet growing demand, increase 
its full-time faculty workforce and to 
build three new workforce-training 
centers that are in line with the needs 
of local industries, Laughter said.

“There is such a huge shortage of 
workers as well as a large number of 
unemployed people in our area that 
could fill those jobs if they just had the 
training,” Laughter said. 

Planned centers would train stu-
dents in information technology as 
well as the oil and gas and the chemi-
cal industries. 

The system also plans to relieve 
stress on high-capacity campuses, 
such as its Cy-Fair campus, Laughter 
said.

CONROE ISD  Conroe ISD is form-
ing a bond review, named Facility 
Planning Committee, to identify 
needed facilities and improvements 
for a potential November 2015 bond. 
The proposed facilities would accom-
modate an expected increase in 
student enrollment, Communications 
Director Sarah Wood said. 

Superintendent Don Stockton 
said the district has the sixth-largest 
growth rate in the state.

“We’re growing by about 1,500 
students a year,” he said. “Between 
2003–13, we added over 16,000 stu-
dents.” 

The FPC will be complete in Febru-
ary and begin meeting in March for 
three months. The committee will 
examine a completed demographic 
study, which will aid in determining 
the district’s priorities in the bond 
referendum.

Several projects, including three 
or four new elementary and junior 
high schools, in addition to a new 
high school in the Oak Ridge feeder 
zone, will be considered in the bond, 
Stockton said.

The amount of the bond has yet to be 
determined, but Stockton said he antici-
pates the amount will be less than the 
2008 CISD bond that voters approved 
for $527 million.

The district’s tax rate is $1.28 per $100 
of property valuation. While a change 
in the tax rate under a bond is not yet 
known, Stockton said the goal is to have 
the lowest rate possible. 

“We have the lowest tax rate in 
Montgomery County and second 
lowest in the Greater Houston area,” 
Stockton said. “We’ve been able to 
pass our tax rate very efficiently, and 
that will be a priority when we go into 
this bond issue.”

SHSU The Woodlands set to open nursing 
wing, continue public affairs programming

LSCS to start using bond money for projects

Conroe ISD prepares for November bond

Students prepare for the launch of a new Nursing Skills program at the Sam Houston 
State University Woodlands Center, which is set to open this month.
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TEXAS TUSCAN FURNITURE DESIGNS
Where Everything is One of a Kind...

Redefining Fine Furniture

Woodlands

Parkway

I-45

I-45

Nursery Rd.

26207 Oak Ridge Dr.
Suite A
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New 
Arrivals

Exotic and Repurposed Hardwood Furniture, Home Accessories and More             
 26207 OAK RIDGE DR.  STE. A . THE WOODLANDS, TX. 77380                                                   

281-292-5536 • 713-426-5556 • Monday to Saturday 10-6pm • Sunday by Appointment Only
www.TexasTuscanFurniture.com • Info@TexasTuscanFurniture.com

IT STARTS TODAY
SOUTH MONTGOMERY COUNTY FAMILY YMCA
From our SMART start program to advanced exercise classes, the 
Y is here for you through every step of your wellness journey. 

Discover what the Y has to offer:
www.ymcahouston.org/south-montgomery-county

Compiled by Julie Butterfield, Jesse Mendoza and Brian Walzel 
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Don and Karen Mudd are seeing increased interest in modern rugs, such as the one 
shown here.
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Bowlero opened in June at the site of the former AMF Lanes bowling alley in Oak 
Ridge North. The facility offers a modern appearance, food and drinks.
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By Julie Butterfield

By Brian Walzel

Bowlero
Redesigned bowling alley rolls out new specials

Woodlands Oriental Rug Gallery 
Store widens selection to include modern styles

Since opening in June, Bowlero 
has introduced new technology 
and programs to broaden its 

appeal.
District Manager Zac Sulma said the 

redesigned bowling alley at Robin-
son Road and I-45 has updated the 
audiovisual technology in the private 
meeting room, which accommodates 
boardroom meetings for eight to 60 
people.

“The paint’s still drying,” Sulma said.
Bowlero has launched new specials 

and events. 
During the week, Bowlero offers $4 

appetizers, such as handmade French 
bread pizzas, chicken tostadas and 
stuffed meatballs.

The bowling alley hosts Sunday 
Funday when guests can order 
$3 margaritas and play $3 games, 
including shoe rentals, on Sundays 
after 6 p.m. 

On Mondays, the bowling alley 
hosts Monday Mayhem. After 8 p.m.,  
guests can bowl all night for $13 and 
enjoy $3 drink specials. 

As its name implies, the Wood-
lands Oriental Rug Gallery 
specializes in high-quality 

custom-made rugs from the Middle 
East, but owners Don and Karen 
Mudd are seeing an increased interest 
from customers in modern rugs. 

“People don’t think we carry mod-
ern rugs because our name is Oriental 
Rug Gallery, but we do. We have a lot 
of them,” Don said.

Karen said many homeowners pre-
fer modern designs, which are leading 
to customers asking for more contem-
porary rug styles. 

The Mudds have been in the rug 
business in the Greater Houston area 
for more than 30 years, and Don has 
recently retired from the sales busi-
ness, although he is still active in the 
management of the store.

The Mudds hired Luis Arce to 
manage the sale and inventory of the 
store’s more than 3,000 rugs, many 
of which are authentic Persian rugs. 
The store is receiving new shipments, 
particularly in grays and light blues, 
colors that are popular right now, 

27000 I-45 N.  
Oak Ridge North • 281-367-1277 
www.bowlero.com

30340 FM 2978 
The Woodlands • 281-364-9799 
www.woodlandsruggallery.com

Robinson Rd. 

45

Woodlands Pkwy. 2978
Bowlero’s signature cocktail 

menu now exclusively focuses on 
Texas liquors. 

“The craze is craft beers, and we 
have a ton of those, but we’re try-
ing to use Texas liquors as well,” 
Sulma said. “It’s a play on Texas to 
provide a little more excitement in 
a signature cocktail.” 

Each night Bowlero offers 
vintage beers for $2.50 each, such 
as Pabst Blue Ribbon tall boys, 
Schlitz tall boys and Pearl. 

“Pearl is an homage to the old-
school way of having fun,” Sulma 
said. “Who doesn’t want to enjoy a 
can of Pearl while bowling?”

Karen said.
Woodlands Oriental Rug Gallery 

relocated from Town Center to FM 
2978 in September 2013, and since 
then has seen more customers from 
the Village of Creekside Park, Tom-
ball, Magnolia and Woodforest, 
Karen said.

“We’re situated in a growing area 
back here,” she said.

Meanwhile, Karen said the 
store continued its community 
outreach efforts by donating a rug 
worth $25,000 to the Montgomery 
County Food Bank for a recent 
auction as well as a rug to Exxon-
Mobil for its auction benefiting the 
United Way.
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The Clock Shop specializes in repairs and offers traditional and decorative clocks.
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Owner Jim Simon has added a larger staff to accommodate the area’s population 
growth. He has also continued his efforts in supporting local youth sports teams.

Je
ss

e 
M

en
d

o
za

By Jesse Mendoza

By Julie Butterfield

Simon’s Barber Shop 
Owner mixes barbershop, salon services

The Clock Shop
Magnolia store seeing influx of new customers

F or 40 years, Jim Simon has 
operated Simon’s Barber Shop 
in Oak Ridge North. 

Simon, who also serves on the Oak 
Ridge North City Council, said com-
munity support has been key to the 
long-term success of his business.

Like other nearby businesses, 
Simon said his business has contin-
ued to expand and has added several 
employees to keep pace with customer 
demand. 

“Our business has always been 
good, but we put a new [stylist] on and 
her business is picking up and on the 
first of the year we are going to put 
another [stylist] on,” Simon said. “The 
only problem we are having around 
here is parking because everybody 
else’s business in the area seems to be 
picking up too.”

Over the years, Simon said he has 
seen Oak Ridge North grow and 
recapture a sense of community that 
he said was instrumental for his busi-
ness.

“Everything took place because of 

T he Clock Shop, owned by Bill 
Kane, saw significantly more 
customer traffic last year than 

it had in recent years. More custom-
ers than ever before are dropping 
into The Clock Shop to have their 
grandfather clocks, mantle clocks 
and wall clocks repaired. They are 
also buying new clocks, said Greg 
Kane, Bill Kane’s son.  

 “We’ve sold all of the cuckoos that 
we had for Christmas, so we’ll buy 
some more in February,” Greg said. 

Greg is an apprentice at the store, 
and one of his morning rituals is to 
wind up the store’s many clocks. He 
said all of the recent homebuilding in 
the area has driven more clock buyers 
to the shop. 

“Clocks are something that—when 
people purchase a new home, it’s 
something they want to add—whether 
it’s an heirloom or decorative piece,” 
Greg said. 

A key part of the store’s customer 
base are those who still have grandfa-
ther clocks in their house, Greg said. 
They have learned through expanded 

26797 Hanna Road 
Oak Ridge North • 281-364-1288

6315 FM 1488 
Magnolia • 281-259-8338 
www.theclockshoponline.com
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families,” Simon said. “As ORN 
matured, it kind of got away from 
people being connected, to going 
back to people being connected. 
Especially Oak Ridge North—
because I even see some of the kids 
that we coached moving back into 
the neighborhood and buying their 
parents’ homes.”

Even with business booming, 
Simon said he has no plans to 
expand the business beyond hiring 
additional employees this year.

“It is hard to find good qualified 
barbers nowadays. You are better 
off just running one shop well,” 
Simon said. “I am not planning on 
growing other than adding barbers 
to this shop.”

exposure that they can come to 
The Clock Shop to get their clocks 
serviced. 

“Our business has grown each 
year, now that more and more 
people are discovering that there’s 
someone in this area that does 
what we do,” Greg said.

For 2015, The Clock Shop plans 
to expand the selection in the store 
with more modern pieces and more 
home decor pieces to suit the grow-
ing demand from new homebuyers. 

Bill is expected to take a trip 
overseas to Germany, England and 
France to do some clock shopping. 

 “The best place to get [clocks] is 
overseas,” Greg said. 

DAWN MILNE, CPA

25302 FM 2978 RD.
TOMBALL, TX 77375

OFFICE: 281-305-8224
FAX: 832-579-1080

dawncpa.com

SPECIAL OFFER UNTIL 
JANUARY 31ST 

on Bookkeeping Services at 
$65/hour

20% DISCOUNT
on business tax return with 6 

month bookkeeping agreement

BEHIND ON 
YOUR 2014 

BOOKKEEPING?  
We can catch 

you up!

Tax Services • Accounting • Consulting Services • Bookkeeping
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Owner Nasim Bell is looking to offer her products to a wider audience.
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By Brian Walzel

Corkscrew BBQ
Popular eatery has no plans for indoor location

Hummingbird Tea Room
Cafe looks to broaden its exposure in new year 

C orkscrew BBQ, owned by Will 
and Nichole Buckman, has 
retained what made it popu-

lar when it opened three years ago. 
However, in the past year, the Buck-
mans have made a few changes. They 
added a new canopy over the outdoor 
seating area, a larger cooking pit and 
handicapped-accessible facilities. The 
design of Corkscrew’s outdoor seating 
and walk-up food truck remains the 
same. 

Despite the continued increase in 
customers, Nichole said she and her 
husband have no plans to open a per-
manent, indoor facility

 “As of now we will never have an 
indoor location,” she said. 

The Buckmans have introduced 
the Creekstone Farm brand for their 
beef brisket. The meat is all-natural, 
100 percent hormone- and antibi-
otic-free, and comes from humanely 
treated cows. In March, Corkscrew 
added Dino Ribs to the menu, which 
are beef ribs smoked and dry-rubbed.

Nichole said it is difficult to 
pinpoint the biggest sellers on 

S ince an August report on Hum-
mingbird Team Room, owner 
Nasim Bell said she has worked 

to get the cafe’s signature menu items 
to a wider customer base, primarily 
employees of The Woodlands com-
panies located in and around Town 
Center. 

Bell said she believes companies 
would welcome a fresh take on their 
options for lunch. 
    “I want to get our food out because 
it is such good food, and they are 
missing out,” Bell said.

Many of the menu items at the cafe 
are made with locally sourced food 
and free-range eggs. Bell said she 
purchases food products from area 
farmers when possible.

Hummingbird Tea Room, which 
opened about two and a half years 
ago, already provides meals to a pri-
vate school in Tomball, and Bell said 
she is establishing relationships in the 
business community to help get her 
product out.

Bell’s English-style tearoom 
and bakery serves a wide array of 

24930 Budde Road 
Spring • 832-592-1184 
www.corkscrewbbq.com

30420 FM 2978 
The Woodlands • 281-419-8362 
www.hummingbirdtearoom.com
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Corkscrew’s menu.

“We sell out every day of every-
thing,” she said. “There’s not really 
one thing Corkscrew considers the 
most popular. Everything sells on 
the menu.”

Corkscrew has begun accepting 
whole-meat—whole brisket, and 
whole chicken—preorders. In addi-
tion the restaurant has applied for 
a beer and wine license. As for any 
other upcoming planned changes, 
Nichole said she and Will prefer 
not to force change.

“We really let the business grow 
naturally,” Nichole said. “We just 
kind of go day by day and listen to 
what the customers want.” 

handmade items, such as scones, 
sandwiches, muffins, croissants, 
wraps and salads. 

In the early part of 2015 Bell said 
she will push online sales of her 
take-and-bake scones, gluten-free 
brownie mix and teas while build-
ing a stronger web presence and 
online shop.

In addition to Hummingbird’s 
eclectic food menu, Bell offers 
dozens of teas, including black, 
green, white and specialty teas. She 
has recently introduced teas from 
Thailand to her inventory, includ-
ing mulberry, Moringa, ginseng 
and naked green teas. 

Corkscrew BBQ sells out of its popular items by the afternoon due to high demand.
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LET’S TALK!
a night of conversation

SAVE THE DATE

03.19.15

Join us for a powerful evening of conversation with renown experts from the worlds of sports, 
television, education, business and politics. LET’S TALK!TM is a highly-regarded annual event where guests 

engage in intimate and candid discussions on topics and issues that reflect today’s climate and culture.

Thursday, March 19, 2015  |  Cocktails - 6:30 p.m., Dinner - 7:15 p.m.
Lowman Student Center Ballroom

All proceeds benefit The Elliott T. Bowers Honors College
“Celebrating 27 Years!”
Sponsorships still available

shsu.edu/honors/letstalk  |  936.294.4061  |  letstalk@shsu.edu

Sam Houston State University
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By Jesse Mendoza

By Jesse Mendoza

Masa’s Sushi and Robata Bar 
Restaurant continues to develop menu

Sitar Cuisine of India 
Restaurant makes Indian cuisine accessible

M asa’s Sushi and Robata Bar 
will celebrate 10 years in 
The Woodlands this sum-

mer, and owner Masa Nagashima 
continues to bring authentic Japanese 
flavors to local residents.

Nagashima said he opened his res-
taurant to bring traditional Japanese 
cooking to The Woodlands.

“I like to keep the traditional way; I 
don’t like fusion because I am a very 
stubborn Japanese chef,” Nagashima 
said. “When I opened up here the 
philosophy is if you go to Japan to eat 
or if you want to stay to eat here, it is 
the same taste.”

Nagashima said sushi at his restau-
rant stands out because of the quality 
of the rice. When Nagashima was 
training in Osaka, Japan, he said was 
forbidden to touch fish for two years 
until he had perfected cooking rice.

“I like to maintain good fish and 
fresh qualities,” Nagashima said. 
“The key is the rice. When you eat at 
another sushi bar, eat their rice and 
eat my rice. You will understand they 
are totally different.”

T his year Sitar Cuisine of India 
plans to expand its buffet with 
live food preparations, con-

tinuing the growth of the restaurant 
since it opened in The Woodlands in 
January 2000.

The north Indian–style restaurant 
in Spring features an a la carte menu 
and a buffet that caters to customers 
who are unfamiliar with the style of 
food. The restaurant uses traditional 
spices but can also taper them back for 
new customers to enjoy.

“Indian food has a lot of spices 
and herbs used to make it,” Manager 
Imran Syed said. “A lot of the spices 
are actually good for you, especially 
something like turmeric, which is 
supposed to be one of the best spices 
out there. That is used in each and 
every dish here in the restaurant.”

This year the restaurant will be add-
ing extra items to its buffet selection, 
but also plans on adding a live food 
preparation section as well.

“We are planning on adding lots 
of new stuff to our already extended 
buffet,” Syed said. “We are planning 
on adding a new griddle on the buffet 

4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 430 
The Woodlands • 281-298-5688 
www.sushimasahouston.com

25701 S. I-45 , Ste. 12, 
Spring • 281-364-0200 
www.sitarcuisineofindia.net
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Still, Nagashima continues to 
develop his menu and in December 
began to serve satsuma beef from 
Kagoshima, Japan, which he said is 
“better than Kobe beef.”

“Most of the people say [they 
favor] Kobe beef,” he said. “This is 
no Kobe beef. Starting in Decem-
ber we [began] slicing this [and] 
serving it to customers, and if they 
are not satisfied, OK, we can serve 
regular Black Angus. [Satsuma] is 
real nice beef.”

In November Masa’s Sushi and 
Robata Bar also hosted a charity 
golf tournament and dinner with 
proceeds donated to the Conroe 
ISD Culinary Arts Program.

where an employee can be prepar-
ing fresh food right by the buffet.” 

Although restaurant favorites 
include chicken tikka masala, saag 
panneer and lamb rogan josh, Syed 
said many of the menu items are 
vegetarian–friendly.

“A lot of people nowadays are 
vegetarians,” Syed said. “We have a 
big variety on the menu, and even 
somebody like me who eats a lot 
of meat doesn’t feel the need of it 
sometimes.”

The restaurant also has a 
grocery store, India Gourmet 
Spices, located next door and has 
expanded the store’s space to fea-
ture additional options for custom-
ers who enjoy the cuisine.

Masa’s Sushi and Robata Bar offers authentic Japanese sushi and other cuisine.

Sitar Cuisine of India manager Imran Syed displays desserts the restaurant offers.
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CLASS ACT PRODUCTIONS

February 21, 2:30 & 7:30 PM
February 22, 2:30 PM

www.ClassActProductions.org

CLASS ACT PRODUCTIONS

February 21, 2:30 & 7:30 PM
February 22, 2:30 PM

www.ClassActProductions.org
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January
Taste of the Town
Jan. 21-25 • 4-9 p.m. • $25 (general 
admission), $15 (children ages 3–9)

The Woodlands Area Chamber of 
Commerce hosts its 29th annual event, 
featuring a variety of food samples from 
local restaurants, delicatessens, beverage 
companies and bakeries.

The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel 
and Convention Center 
1601 Lake Robbins Drive 
The Woodlands • 281-367-5777 
www.woodlandschamber.org

February
Economic Outlook Conference
Feb. 20 • 8 a.m.–1 p.m. • Sponsorships 
start at $750

The Woodlands Area Chamber of 
Commerce hosts its 29th annual 
conference, which is designed to spotlight 
key trends that will shape the community 
and nation.

The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel 
and Convention Center 
1601 Lake Robbins Drive 
The Woodlands • 281-367-5777 
www.woodlandschamber.org

The Woodlands Marathon
Feb. 28 • 7 a.m. • $105 (full marathon), $85 
(half marathon)

The 2015 Woodlands Marathon also 
includes a half marathon, relay and 5K. 
A 2K family run/walk is held Feb. 27. The 
races start on Six Pines Drive just south 
of Lake Robbins Drive and finish at The 
Woodlands Waterway.

Six Pines Drive at Lake Robbins Drive 
The Woodlands • 936-588-9966 
www.thewoodlandsmarathon.com

March
Annual Chamber Golf Classic
March 24 • 10 a.m. • Costs vary

The Woodlands Area Chamber of 
Commerce presents its annual golf 
fundraiser with a scramble format followed 

From festivals to fun runs, the 
area hosts a variety of events 
throughout the year.

2015 by a reception. Money raised benefits the 
chamber’s programs and services for its 
member businesses.

The Woodlands Country Club  
Palmer Course 
100 Grand Fairway Drive 
The Woodlands • 281-367-5777 
www.woodlandschamber.org

April
Muddy Trails Bash
April 4 • Time TBA • Cost TBA

The Woodlands Township hosts the 
Muddy Trails Bash, a 5K and 10K race 
through the George Mitchell Nature 
Preserve. The Little Muddy Kids 1-mile 
run is available for ages 5 and older, and a 
2K–9 fun run is for dogs and their owners. 
The courses wind through the George 
Mitchell Nature Preserve trails, which are 
adjacent to Rob Fleming Park.

Rob Fleming Park 
6055 Creekside Forest Drive 
The Woodlands • 281-210-3800 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/races

Waterway Arts Festival
April 10–12 • 11 a.m. (April 10), 10 a.m. 
(April 11, 12) • $13 (one-day admission), 
$15 (weekend pass), free (ages 12 and 
younger)

The Woodlands Waterway Arts Council 
hosts the 10th annual Woodlands 
Waterway Arts Festival along The 
Woodlands Waterway and at Town 
Green Park. The event features hundreds 
of artists from throughout the world 
displaying and selling their works along 
The Woodlands Waterway.

Town Green Park 
2099 Lake Woodlands Drive 
The Woodlands 
www.woodlandsartsfestival.com

May
The Woodlands Triathlon
May 2 • 7 a.m. • $110 (individual), $175 
(relay team)

The Woodlands Triathlon includes a 500-
meter swim, a 10.6-mile bike ride and a 
5K run throughout The Woodlands and 
at Lake Woodlands. The race features 
more than 1,300 participants, but space is 
limited because of intense interest.

Northshore Park 
2505 Lake Woodlands Drive 
The Woodlands • 281-210-3800 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

IronMan Texas
May 16 • Time TBA • $675 (contestant 
general entry), free to view

The Memorial Hermann IronMan Texas 
triathlon features a 2.4-mile swim in Lake 
Woodlands, a 112-mile bike ride and 26.2-
mile run ending on Waterway Avenue. The 
event is a qualifier for the IronMan World 
Championship in Hawaii.

Northshore Park 
2505 Lake Woodlands Drive, 
The Woodlands • 813-868-5940 
www.ironman.com

July
Red, Hot and Blue Festival
July 4 • 6 p.m. • Free

Fireworks, music, booths, children’s 
activities and contests highlight the 18th 
annual Fourth of July celebration in The 
Woodlands at Town Green Park and 
Waterway Square.

Town Green Park 
2099 Lake Robbins Drive 
Waterway Square 
31 Waterway Square Place 
The Woodlands • 281-363-2447 
www.thewoodlandscvb.com

Fourth of July celebration
July 4 • Time TBA • Free

The city of Oak Ridge North hosts its 
annual Fourth of July celebration.

Marilyn Edgar Park 
26531 Hillside Drive 
Oak Ridge North • 281- 292-4648 
www.oakridgenorth.com

September
Dragon Boat races
Sept. 24–27 • Times vary • $650 (team)

The YMCA Dragon Boat Team 
Challenge is designed to build spirit 
among corporations, civic groups and 
organizations. The 40-foot-long dragon 
boats are powered by teams of 20 rowers. 
Teams compete in four-hour brackets.

Northshore Park 
2505 Lake Woodlands Drive 
The Woodlands • 713-659-5566 
www.ymcadragonboat.org

October
Creekside Campout
October (date TBA) • $125 (family of four), 
$30 (extra person), $135 (nonresident 
family of four)

The Woodlands Parks and Recreation 
Department hosts the eighth annual 
campout at the Lodge at Rob Fleming 
Park. Families can camp out overnight 
and experience nature, watch for wildlife, 
listen to the night creatures, stargaze and 
tell stories.

Rob Fleming Park 
6055 Creekside Forest Drive 
The Woodlands • 281-719-6344 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Texas Renaissance Festival

Oct. 10–Nov. 29 • 9 a.m. • $27 (adult), $13 
(child)

Each fall thousands of visitors travel to a 
60-acre site northwest of Houston to be 
immersed in the culture of 16th-century 
Europe. A small village is set up complete 
with shops, pubs, restaurants, rides, 
theater performances and games.

21778 FM 1774, Todd Mission 
800-458-3435 
www.texrenfest.com

The Fangtastic Family Carnival

October • 4 p.m. • Free

The carnival is held at Creekside Village at 
Rob Fleming Park. The carnival features a 
magician, The Snake Man, break dancers, 
a movie, games and concessions.

Rob Fleming Park 
6055 Creekside Forest Drive 
The Woodlands • 281-210-3950 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

The Woodlands Wildflower Festival

Oct. 19 • 10 a.m.–2 p.m. • Free

The Woodlands Wildflower Festival 
features native plant displays, 
environmental exhibits and booths, and 
nature-themed gifts for sale. Festivalgoers 
can also collect a variety of free wildflower 
seeds distributed by local businesses. 
Children’s activities include inflatables, a 
petting zoo, pony rides, face painting and 
balloon artists.

Rob Fleming Park, 6055 Creekside  
Forest Drive  
The Woodlands • 281-719-6344 
www.thewoodlands.com

Memorial Hermann 10 for Texas
Oct. 10 • $65 (10 for Texas), $35 (One 4 
Texas Fun Run).

The Woodlands Parks and Recreation 
Department and Luke’s Locker hosts The 
Memorial Hermann 10 for Texas 10-mile 
race and the One 4 Texas Kids Fun Run. 
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(281) 298-5688 • sushiamashouston.com
4775 W Panther Creek Drive, Suite 430 • The Woodlands, TX 77381

OMAKASECHEF CHOICE DINNERTRADITIONAL JAPANESE DISHES

CUSTOM CATERINGTAKE-OUT, PARTY TRAYS, LUNCH PACKAGES

20% Off
Japanese Beef only. 
Expires 2/11/15.

RATED #1 SUSHI BAR IN THE WOODLANDS & HOUSTON

Real Japanese beef from Japan served!
We are very proud to introduce of real Japanese Beef. Sukiyaki, 

Shabushabu and Beef Sushi.  This is the only kind in Texas. 
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The YMCA Dragon Boat Team Challenge is held on Lake Woodlands in September.
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The races start and finish at Market Street, 
with hydration stations located along the 
race course. The 10-mile race is capped at 
3,000 participants.

Market Street 
9595 Six Pines Drive 
The Woodlands • 281-210-3800 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/races

Trick or Treat Trail
October • Time TBA • Free

The Woodlands Convention and Visitors 
Bureau hosts the annual Trick or Treat 
Trail just in time for Halloween. The event 
includes trick-or-treating, activities, 
costume contests and games.

Town Green Park 
2099 Lake Robbins Drive 
The Woodlands • 281-363-2447 
www.thewoodlandscvb.com

November
The Woodlands Children’s Festival
November • Time TBA • $8 (in advance) 
$10 (at the door)

Musical entertainment, kite-flying, panning 
for gold and playing in the sand are among 
the highlights of the 19th annual festival.

Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion 
2005 Lake Robbins Drive 
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300 
www.woodlandscenter.org

Lighting of the Doves/iWow
November • Time TBA • Free

The traditional Lighting of the Doves starts 
the holiday season in The Woodlands, 

as well as the eighth annual Winter on 
the Waterway, or iWOW festival, which 
features holiday traditions from throughout 
the world. The celebration includes 
fireworks, inflatables and an appearance 
by Santa Claus.

Town Green Park 
2099 Lake Robbins Drive 
The Woodlands • 281-363-2447 
www.lightingofthedoves.com 
www.iwowinthewoodlands.com

GE Run Thru the Woods
Nov. 27 • Time TBA • $35 (race fees),  
$27 (walk, kids race).

The Thanksgiving morning run begins in 
Town Center with courses for all levels of 
runners and walkers. Proceeds benefit 
the South Montgomery County YMCA 
Partners Program, the Montgomery 
County Humane Society, Operation 
Graduation, ROTC programs and the 
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion Education 
Outreach Program.

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion 
2005 Lake Robbins Drive 
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300 
www.runthruthewoods.org

Ice skating rink

November–January 2016 • Times and 
costs vary

The area’s largest outdoor ice rink opens 
in late November through Jan. 19. A 
smaller rink is available for children and 
beginners. 

The Woodlands • Northeast corner of 
Lake Robbins and Six Pines drives. 
www.thewoodlandsicerink.com

December
Holly Jolly Jingle
December • Time TBA • Free

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion hosts 
the Holly Jolly Jingle. The event features 
a snowy Winter Wonderland and musical 
performances of holiday classics. Guests 
can visit Santa Claus, make arts and 
crafts, and play in the snow.

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion 
2005 Lake Robbins Drive 
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300 
www.woodlandscenter.org

Caroling on the Square

December • Time TBA • Free

The Woodlands Convention and Visitors 
Bureau presents Caroling on the Square 
at Waterway Square. The holiday event 
features several weekends of live 
performances, caroling and a visit from 
Santa Claus.

The Woodlands Waterway Square 
31 Waterway Square Place 
The Woodlands • 281-363-2447 
www.thewoodlandscvb.com 

$59.00
HEAT TUNE-UP

(REG. $89)
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC. PER SYSTEM. CANNOT BE 
COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS OR SPECIALS. 

EXPIRES 2-11-15
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER.

Every year the months of  January, 
February and March take a toll on air 
conditioning companies’ businesses.  It’s 
the end of  winter but not yet summer.  Air 
conditioning contractors stand to lose a 
lot of  money during these historically slow 
months, and it takes them the rest of  the 
year to make it up.

If  they minimize their losses during 
January, February and March, they can 
still do well the rest of  the year.   So smart 
contractors do what they can to stimulate 
business during these 
months.

After years of  hoping 
things would be diff erent, 
Bradbury Brothers, a well-known and 
respected HVAC contractor in The 
Woodlands, decided to do something to 
change things instead of  sitting back and 
hoping.  They off er what they call their 

“Early Bird Special.” 

They’re able to work with their furnace 
and air conditioner manufacturers 
(also their slow time here in Southeast 
Texas) and get a great buy on furnaces 
AND air conditioners IF THEY BUY 
THE PACKAGE (furnace, coil and air 
conditioner) together.

Here’s how Bradbury Brothers is able to 
give you a $3,000 furnace for only 
$499.  IF YOU BUY THE PACKAGE 
(furnace, coil and air conditioner) they 
are able to give you the furnace for an 

unbelievable low price 
of  only $499 (basically 
the cost of  the labor to 
have it installed).  

It’s the absolute best off er they are able 
to make all year.  If  your furnace and 
air conditioner are over ten years old, it’s 
time for them to be  replaced anyways and 
now’s the time to buy.  Buy NOW instead 
of  waiting till it’s hot (and you know it’s 

coming) and air conditioning contractors 
are busy!

Bradbury Brothers is able to make this 
off er NOW because once the warm 
weather hits and their phones start ringing 
they can go back to their regular pricing.  
The only reason they’re making this 
virtually No-Profi t Off er is to keep their 
great people working and their bills paid 
so they can continue to off er the great 
products and services they’re known for.  

Bradbury Brothers has been heating and 
cooling homes for nearly thirty years.  
Give them a call and take them up on 
this outstanding off er!  They’re local and 
family-owned and operated.   Give them 
a call at 281-528-4947 and let them know 
you’re interested in the $499 Early Bird 
Special!

Contractor Giving Away $3,000 Furnaces for only $499 
…with Early, Off -Season Air Conditioner Purchases!

281.528.4947
131 S Trade Center Parkway 
The Woodlands, TX 77385

YOUR HEATING SPECIALISTS
BradburyBrothers.com

“Smart contractors do what they 
can to stimulate business during 

these months.”
-J Bradbury, HVAC Contractor

Compiled by Julie Butterfield, Jesse Mendoza and Brian Walzel 
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By Ariel Carmona Jr.

The Harris County Toll Road Authority 
continues to work on improving 
mobility along the Hardy Toll Road 
from FM 1960 to the Grand Parkway. 

HCTRA plans to provide a partial 
interchange for the toll road with the 
Grand Parkway as well as widen the 
Hardy Toll Road from FM 1960 to the 
Grand Parkway, adding a third lane in 
each direction, HCTRA spokeswoman 
Mary Benton said. 

Construction was expected to begin 
on both projects in mid-January with 
an estimated completion date by mid 
2016, Benton said. 

Benton said the agency is adding 
extra road capacity to keep up with 
the increased demands exacerbated 
by the construction of the nearby 
ExxonMobil campus in Spring as well 
as the overall influx of new employees 
and residents in the region.

Both the widening of the Hardy Toll 
Road and the interchange with the 
Grand Parkway—expected to cost $95 
million—will be used-funded through 
toll fees, Benton said, as HCTRA 
does not receive any tax revenue for 
construction projects. 

HCTRA is also in the process of 
reviewing bids for construction of new 
signing, structures and pavement 
markings along the toll road between 
IH-610 and IH-45.

HARDY TOLL ROAD

99
TOLL

45
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SAM HOUSTONHARDY

By Brian Walzel

By the end of 2015, Houston area 
drivers will be able to travel the Grand 
Parkway from Hwy. 59 south of 
Houston, north and east to the same 
highway near Kingwood, a distance of 
more than 70 miles.

With the expected opening of Segments 
F-1, F-2 and G by the end of the year, 
more than half of Houston’s 185-mile 
third outer loop will be complete. The 
three northernmost segments currently 
under construction will connect 
Hwy. 290 in Cypress with Hwy. 59 in 
Kingwood, a 37-mile stretch. 

David Gornet, president of the Grand 
Parkway Association, said the Texas 

Department of Transportation has 
approved a design-build function 
for Segments H and I-1, similar to 
that of Segments F-1–G in which 
Zachry Odebrecht Parkway Builders 
was approved two years ago as the 
contractor. He said a contractor 
for Segments H and I-1 could be 
determined in 2015.

The $320 million, 15.2-mile Segment E 
opened in 2014, allowing drivers to travel 
from I-10 in Katy to Hwy. 290 in Cypress. 
Like all segments of the Grand Parkway, 
Segment E will experience a 2 percent 

increase in tolls in 2015, Gornet said.

Segments F-1, F-2 and G

Gornet said major interchange 

construction at Hwy. 290, Hwy. 249 
and I-45 is mostly complete, and 
should not require additional major 
closures at any of the highways. As 
part of the agreement with Zachry 
Odebrecht, some access lanes along 
sections of the Grand Parkway located 
in Springwoods Village just south of 
The Woodlands could open before the 
main lanes.

The Harris County Toll Authority has 
established toll rates for the highway. 
Like those on Segment E, rates for 
Segments F-1–G will increase in 2015. 
Drivers will pay $2.25 to drive F-1, $2.26 
to travel F-2 and $2.60 to drive G. 

The 37-mile trip from Hwy. 290 to Hwy. 
59 will cost drivers $7.11.

By Liza Winkler 

Beginning in spring 2015, drivers will 
be able to travel seamlessly along Hwy. 
249 from just south of Spring Cypress 
Road to north of FM 2920 along the 
new and long-awaited Tomball Tollway. 

HCTRA began construction on the 
Phase 1 Hwy. 249 extension in October 
2013. The total estimated cost for the 
segment is $170 million.

Mary Benton, manager of media 
relations and public affairs for HCTRA, 
said the Tomball Tollway will operate 
as a six-lane—three in each direction—
electronically monitored road in 
between existing Hwy. 249 feeder lanes.

A  Spring Cypress Road to 
       Canyon Gate Pointe Drive
The paving of the segment is 
complete, and the retaining walls are 
fully constructed, Benton said. In 
addition, the mainlane plaza structure, 
clay liner at the detention pond and 
retaining walls are complete, she said. 
Additional segment components, 
including signage, grading and seeding 
are underway. 

B  Canyon Gate Pointe Drive to 
       just south of Willow Creek 
The bridge beams for the northbound 
side of this segment where the Tomball 
Tollway crosses the Grand Parkway 
have been hung. 

The deck panels, which are placed 
on top of the bridge beams, for the 
northbound elevated span and the 
retaining walls are complete, and 
paving is 50 percent complete, Benton 
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said. Construction is underway to install 
beams on the southbound bridge and 
complete the ramp gantry structure. 

C  Additional segments
The paving between the southern 
intersection between Business 249 and 
Alice Road as well as Alice Road and 
FM 2920 are both 95 percent complete, 
Benton said. The installation of bridge 
beams at Willow Creek and Alice Road 
as well as between Holderrieth Road and 
Business 249 is complete. Construction 
has begun to place the bridge deck 
at Holderrieth Road, and paving is 60 
percent complete between Holderrieth 
and Willow Creek, she said.

Hwy. 249 expansion to Hwy. 105 
One of the major projects on 
Montgomery County’s radar for 2015 
is the expansion of the Hwy. 249 
thoroughfare from Tomball and Magnolia 
to Hwy. 105 near Navasota—known more 
commonly as the Aggie Expressway or 
Highway, Montgomery County Judge 
Craig Doyal said. 

“When you get on [FM] 1774 headed to 
Tomball, there’s a red light every quarter of 
a mile,” Doyal said. “You can still choose to 
use that free feeder road, but if you want to 
get on the [new] toll road, it’s nonstop. [The 
Hwy. 249 expansion] will come within about 
a mile of Bluejack National [in Montgomery]. 
You’ll be able to get on [Hwy.] 249 right there 
and [get] to the Grand Parkway and Beltway 
8 faster than you can [now] from Sterling 
Ridge in The Woodlands.”

HCTRA is expected to begin construction 
on Phase 2 of the Hwy. 249 extension 
from FM 2920 to Spring Creek once 

A

construction concludes on Phase 1 
in spring 2015. By the end of 2015 or 
2016, the Montgomery County Toll 
Road Authority is slated to begin 
construction on 3.5 miles of Segment 
2 of the project from Spring Creek 
to Pinehurst, Doyal said. The third 
segment will be constructed and 
funded with $300 million by TxDOT 
to extend Hwy. 249 from the end of 
the MCTRA segment in Pinehurst up 
to Navasota, Doyal said. The three 
segments of the Hwy. 249 expansion 
project to Navasota could open to 
drivers as early as 2017, he said.

249
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The Grand Parkway Association has helped move construction of the Grand Parkway 
forward since the 1980s by working with county officials, developers, community 
members and the Texas Department of Transportation. For more information, updates or 
detailed maps of the Grand Parkway, visit the GPA’s website at www.grandpkwy.com.
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HWY. 290

By Shawn Arrajj

C-1  Mason to Mueschke roads
The contractor has begun work on 
frontage roads, but a utility conflict is 
hindering efforts to move forward. The 
project is about 18 percent complete.

D  Mueschke to Telge roads
Work is ongoing on frontage roads 

and inbound main lanes and is 30 
percent complete. 

E  Telge Road to N. Eldridge 
        Parkway
Work is ongoing on westbound 
frontage roads. Traffic is expected 
to be shifted to new frontage road 
pavement between North Eldridge 
Parkway and Hwy. 6, but the 

timeframe for the shift is unclear 
due to right-of-way issues. A Hwy. 6 
overpass is planned to be constructed 
over Hwy. 290 by 2017.

F  North Eldridge Parkway to  
        FM 529
Construction is ongoing on 
westbound main lanes. Traffic 
has been shifted, creating narrow 

lanes and reduced shoulders for 
commuters in the area.

G  FM 529 to West Little York  
       Road
Work at the Hwy. 290 intersection with 
Beltway 8 is at 53 percent completion. 
Crews are building mew lanes on Hwy. 
290 and Beltway 8 frontage roads. 
Completion is set for 2016.
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A New Tradition Unfolds at

The Woodlands Country Club

*Membership application or conversion form required, and membership is contingent on successful completion of the Club’s enrollment process. All offers are subject to availability and to the benefits terms 
and conditions. Other restrictions may apply. Contact the Club for details. ©ClubCorp USA, Inc. All rights reserved. 26477 1214 SMJ

For more information, contact the Club today.

281.863.1400 | thewoodlandscc.com

Now that The Woodlands Country Club has joined the ClubCorp family, there’s never 
been a better time to be a Member and we’re inviting you to join the excitement.

• Multimillion-dollar reinvention underway

• New dining experience with new menus and signature service 

• New membership offering with 50% off* a la carte dining, access to the ClubCorp Network and more
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Montgomery County welcomes new leadership
New county judge, Precinct 2 commissioner take office in 2015

With the start of 2015, the residents of Mont-
gomery County have experienced a change in 
leadership with the appointment of a new county 
judge and Precinct 2 commissioner. 

For the past 14 years, Craig Doyal, former Pre-
cinct 2 commissioner, and Charlie Riley, former 
manager of operations for Precinct 2 and Magno-
lia ISD school board past president, have worked 

together to help lead the county. On Jan. 1, Doyal 
was appointed to the highest office in Montgom-
ery County as judge—a position formerly held by 
Alan Sadler since 1990, now retired—and Riley 
filled Doyal’s former role as Precinct 2 commis-
sioner. Doyal and Riley ran unopposed in the 
Nov. 4 election.

Both Doyal and Riley said they look forward 

to combining forces again in their new roles to 
move the county forward with improvements 
environmental quality, groundwater resources and 
transportation. In the interest of creating more 
efficient roadways, officials are expected to place 
a $300 million–$500 million bond referendum on 
the ballot in May to increase funding for mobility 
projects across the county.

What are some of the top 
priorities that you hope to 
accomplish as county judge?

I want to continue some of the things 
that have started here—[the extension 
of Hwy.] 249 being the main one. 

I want to continue to reach out 
across county lines and have stronger 
relationships regionally. I think that’s 
going to be critical as we continue to 
grow across this whole Montgomery 
County and north Houston area 
that we work with commissioners in 
Harris, Waller, Walker and Grimes 
[counties] and kind of create a work-
ing relationship that helps us coor-
dinate efforts. Also, I want to work 
more closely with the San Jacinto 
River Authority and the Lone Star 
Groundwater Conservation District 
on water issues. 

Every single day we’re mindful of 
the tax burden we put on the residents 
and the county. We will continue to 
do everything we can to maintain the 
lowest tax rate possible.                     

 

Can you give some more details 
about what the May mobility 
bond election will entail?

Our financial advisers have indicated 
based on minimal growth we could 
do $200 million with no [property] 
tax increase at all. [At] $300 million, I 
hate to even say this but I have to say it 
might raise [the property tax rate by] a 
penny. [At] $400 million, [the rate will 
go up by] two pennies and $500 mil-
lion [will raise it] three [pennies], but 
that’s projecting minimal growth. 

I suspect that because of the 
growth that we’re seeing and what 
some of these projects will do, our 
growth rate will far exceed the debt 
service requirements. 

For this bond issue, we’ll be 
encouraging the people to think about 
transportation and mobility needs. In 
2005, we said we’re going to do [FM] 
1488—you can drive on it. We said 
we’re going to do Fish Creek—you can 
drive on it. We said we’re going to do 
[FM] 1485, [FM] 1484, [Hwy.] 242, 
and they’re all completed. Now give us 
a chance to do it again. 

In recent years, Montgomery 
County voters have not shown 
much support for bond elections. 
How do you plan to improve 
awareness to increase support 
this year?

I think the reason the last bond 
issue [in 2011] didn’t pass was simply 
because we didn’t take enough time 
to inform people and provide them 
the information they could make a 
good decision on. We want to make 
sure that there’s not a concern about 
lack of information. 

Right now traffic is bad, and we’ve got 
to do something. We’re putting together 
a group that will be going around to 
locations around the county to get input 
from individuals and inform [residents 
as to] what our plans are.

Aside from mobility 
improvements, how do you feel 
the county should best manage 
growth moving forward?

We’re working to continue our tax 
abatement program to attract that 
corporate footprint here because it 

What are some of the top 
priorities that you hope to 
accomplish as Precinct 2 
commissioner?

I don’t know of any time that I’ve 
been here that we’ve really had a 
great working relationship with every 
neighboring county. I’m not saying we 
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Craig Doyal,  Montgomery County judge

Charlie Riley,  Montgomery County Precinct 2 commissioner

Interviews by Liza Winkler 

haven’t had some [great working rela-
tionships], but it’s got to be important 
that we do that. 

I’m excited that I was appointed to 
the [Houston-Galveston Area Coun-
cil] board for Montgomery County. 
I’m looking forward to that. 

During my campaign, I made some 
comments about having town hall 
meetings over in Magnolia or Precinct 
2 once a quarter, but I don’t want a 
town hall meeting with just me. I want 
the superintendent of the schools, the 
mayor, the constable and City Coun-
cil if they want to be there. It’s not all 
about me. I think that would be fantas-
tic for people to sit down and talk. 

Can you give some more details 
about what the May bond 
election will mean for local 
projects?

There’s a lot of things here in Mag-
nolia we can really benefit from with 
passing that bond issue.

I’ll be focusing on getting [FM] 
1774 wrapped up and [FM] 1488. 
Some other local projects I’ve been 
thinking about wanting to do is 
Woodlands Parkway by bringing 
it from [FM] 2978 over to [Hwy.] 
249, the expansion of Fish Creek to 
four lanes from [FM] 1488 to [Hwy.] 
105 and the realignment of Nichols 
Sawmill Road down here over to 
Sanders Cemetery Road that ties 
into Mueschke Road. 

I want to sit down with [the Texas 
Department of Transportation] and see 
if they will help us do the overpass over 
the railroad tracks [at FM 1488]. It’s 
critical for Magnolia.

 
Aside from mobility 
improvements, how do you feel 
the county should best manage 
growth moving forward?

I think one of the main issues is 
working with those developers to 
create some kind of green belt space 

somewhere. We have a great working 
relationship with some Boy Scouts. [In 
late November], there was something 
like 90 Boy Scouts here at Unity Park, 
and they planted five or six willow trees 
by the lake, picked up a ton of garbage 
and planted a bunch of stuff around 
the gazebo we had donated to us. 

I think [the Hwy.] 249 [expansion] 
is going to bring a lot of [develop-
ment]. A lot of people are waiting on 
it. There’s no telling [what new devel-
opment] we’re going to see.

What do you think the county 
will be like 10 years from now?

The perfect answer to that is the 
roads that we need [will be con-
structed], and mobility [will be] 
hunky-dory. Ten years from now, it’s 
not going to be that way. We’re still 
going to be faced with challenges. I 
don’t see [issues with] mobility going 
away in my lifetime—not if things 
continue the way they are now.

broadens our tax base and lessens the 
burden on the residential taxpayers. It 
brings good quality jobs for the people 
that are here. We’re becoming the 
new energy corridor along I-45. That’s 
going to be huge for the county moving 
forward.
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Jan. 13 to attend. 9 a.m.–4 p.m. Free. Sam 
Houston State University–The Woodlands 
Center, 3380 College Park Drive, The 
Woodlands. 936-294-1344.

23 Business boot camp
Deborah Raley with Enabled 

Marketing addresses how to successfully 
promote a business using technology with an 
emphasis on social media trends. Attendees 
are encouraged to bring cell phones, 
tablets and laptops. 9 a.m.–noon. $35. The 
Woodlands Community Center, 2235 Lake 
Robbins Drive, The Woodlands.  
832-443-4266. www.enabled-marketing.com

23 through 25  
Hunting show 

The Worldwide Hunting Expo is hosted 
by the Houston Safari Club and features 
outfitters, firearms, art and accessories 
from around the world. Hundreds of 
exhibits highlight anything and everything 
related to the sport of hunting. 10 a.m.–6 
p.m. (Jan. 23), 9 a.m.–5 p.m. (Jan. 24), 
10 a.m.–3 p.m. (Jan. 25). $10 (day pass), 
prices for specific expo events are 
online. The Waterway Marriott Hotel and 
Convention Center, 1601 Lake Robbins 
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-367-9797. 
www.houstonsafariclub.org/convention

24 Rodeo dance
Adults ages 21 and up can 

participate in the Houston Livestock Show 
and Rodeo’s North County Dance and 
Auction, which features three auctions: silent, 
live and dessert. Alcoholic beverages are 
available for purchase, and Josh Fuller and 
Dirt and Diesel will perform. 7 p.m.–midnight. 
$25 (individual), $300 (table of 10). North 
Montgomery County Community Center, 600 
Gerald St., Willis. 936-537-8257.

24 Historical road rally
Car enthusiasts can show off 

their rides to attendees at the Montgomery 
County Historical Commission’s event. 

through 25 
Houston Auto Show
See the latest vehicles from the 

world’s top automakers. Exhibits allow 
attendees to see and drive the latest sports 
cars, family vehicles and more. There is 
also a Kid’s Fun Zone and an automobile 
innovation exhibit. Noon–9:30 p.m. (Jan 21–
23), 10 a.m.–9:30 p.m. (Jan. 24), 10 a.m.-7 
p.m. (Jan. 25). $12 (adults), $5 (children ages 
6 to 12). NRG Center, 1 NRG Park, Houston. 
832-667-1400. www.houstonautoshow.com
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January

10 John Cooper School open house
The John Cooper School is now 

enrolling students for the 2015—16 academic 
year. Interested families are invited to visit 
the campus for an open house. Faculty 
and administrators will give a presentation 
on the school’s philosophy, curriculum 
and admission process as well as answer 
any questions. Attendees also receive 
a tour of the campus. 2 p.m. Free. John 
Cooper School, 1 John Cooper Drive, The 
Woodlands. 281-367-0900.  
www.johncooper.org

17 Teen volunteer orientation
Teenagers ages 13–17 looking to 

volunteer at the George and Cynthia Woods 
Mitchell Library for the spring semester 
receive information about volunteer duties 
and the ins and outs of the facility. 2:30 p.m. 
Free. Montgomery County Library Systems 
George and Cynthia Woods Mitchell Library, 
8125 Ashlane Way, The Woodlands.  
936-442-7728. www.countylibrary.org

17 Chairman’s Ball
The Greater Conroe/Lake Conroe 

Area Chamber of Commerce celebrates its 
80th year with its annual event designed to 
honor the outgoing chairman of the board. 
The theme is “White and Black Ball” and is 
sponsored by Sam Houston State University 
and Hadco International. Enjoy live music, 
dinner, dancing and casino games. 6 p.m.–
midnight. $80 (individual), $800 (table of 10). 
La Torretta Lake Resort and Spa, 600 La 
Torretta Blvd., Montgomery.  
936-538-7111. www.conroe.org

17 Elvis and The Legends Show
Entertainers pay tribute to The King 

of Rock ‘n’ Roll as well as other legendary 
artists, including George Strait, Alan Jackson 
and Brooks and Dunn. Attendees also enjoy 
dinner, auctions and dancing. 5:30 p.m. 
$35 (individual tickets), $200 (table of eight). 
Montgomery County Fairgrounds, 9201 
Airport Road, Conroe. 936-760-3631.  
www.mcfa.org

22 through 24 
 “Into the Woods”

The Woodlands High School Performing 
Arts Department presents the musical “Into 
the Woods.” The storyline follows a baker 
and his wife on a quest to break a curse set 
upon them by a witch. During their journey 
the couple encounters familiar fairy tale 
characters, such as Little Red Riding Hood, 
Cinderella and Rapunzel.  7 p.m. (Jan. 22 
and Jan. 23), 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. (Jan. 24). $10 
(students), $15 (adults). The Woodlands High 
School, 6101 Research Forest Drive, The 
Woodlands. 936-709-1200.  
www.twhstheater.com

23 SHSU Film Festival
Area high school students interested 

in filmmaking are invited to this hands-on 
workshop hosted by the Department of 
Mass Communications at Sam Houston 
State University. The workshop will also 
feature special appearances by professional 
filmmakers as well as a screening of film 
projects by SHSU film students. Register by 
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Worth the TRIP

The committee invites participants to 
“explore life in the past lane.” Trophies 
and prizes will be awarded to winning 
teams. Noon–1 p.m. (check-in), 1:30 p.m. 
(road rally start), 4:30 p.m. (free meals and 
team recognition). $30 (pre registration 
for one vehicle), $40 (day of registration 
per vehicle). First Baptist Church, 600 N. 
Main St., Conroe. 936-525-7311. www.
montgomerycountyhistoricalcommission.com

24 Art workshop
Learn how to paint a snowman and 

scenery on canvas at the Young Artist Studio. 
All materials are included in the cost. 1–3 
p.m. $35. Young Artist Studio, 8000 McBeth 
Way, Ste. 130, The Woodlands.  
281-645-6580. www.youngartiststudio.com

24 HTown Throwdown
CrossFit Redefined partners with 

Spring High School’s athletic department in 
this third annual fitness event. Participants  
in the competition complete set workouts in 
teams of two. $150 (per team). 7 a.m.–4:30 
p.m. Spring High School football field, 19428 
I-45, Spring. 281-907-8650.  
www.crossfitredefined.com

24 Through 25  
Reptile and Pet Show

See thousands of reptiles, amphibians and 
other exotic pets on display and learn about 
each species from experts at one of the 
largest reptile shows in Texas. 10 a.m.–5 
p.m. (Jan. 24), 10 a.m.–4 p.m. (Jan. 25). $10 
(adults, one-day pass), $15 (adults, two-day 
pass), $5 (children 10 and under, one-day 
pass), $8 (children 10 and under, two-day 
pass). The Lone Star Convention and Expo 
Center, 9055 Airport Road, Conroe.  
www.herpshow.net

27 Job Fair
Find opportunities in fields such 

as welding, machining, sales, health care, 
engineering, accounting and education. 2–7 
p.m. Free. Lone Star Convention Center, 
9055 Airport Road, Conroe. 936-756-6644.

28 Rotary Wine Dinner
The Woodlands Rotary Club 

celebrates its 40th anniversary and honors 
longtime Rotarian U.S. Rep. Kevin Brady at 
its ninth annual Wine Dinner. Sponsorships 
are available at various levels and the theme 
is “Stars, Stripes and Satire.” 6:30 p.m. $150 
(individual ticket), $1,500 (table of 10). The 
Woodlands Waterway Marriott, 1601 Lake 
Robbins Drive, The Woodlands.  
www.woodlandsrotary.org

281-292-2200

Foot Solutions The Woodlands

We carry width sizes.
Orthopedic master shoe 

technician available. 

Mon.–Sat. 
10am–6pm

Appointments 
welcomed!

footsolutionsthewoodlands
@gmail.com 

414 Sawdust Road The 
Woodlands, TX 77380
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Taste of the Town
Sample appetizers, entrees, 
desserts and pastries from some of 

the area’s best restaurants, caterers, bakeries 
and delicatassens at The Woodlands 
Chamber’s 29th annual event. The Go Texan 
section exhibits Texas-grown and Texas-
produced seasonings, salsas and other 
foods, courtesy of the Texas Department 
of Agriculture. Raffle prizes include a 
private wine tasting at Bernhardt Winery 
and a flat screen TV from Consolidated 
Communications. Participants get the chance 
to vote for their favorite dish on display. 4–9 
p.m. $25 (general admission), $15 (children 
ages 3–10). The Woodlands Waterway 
Marriott Hotel, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive, The 
Woodlands. 281-367-5777.  
www.woodlandschamber.org
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Featured Event

demonstrations. 10 a.m.–3 p.m. (Feb. 6), 
10 a.m.–4 p.m. (Feb. 7). Legends Sports 
Complex, 602 Pruitt Road, The Woodlands.  
www.thewoodlandsmomexpo.com

07 Youth fitness event
Kids Running For Kids is a Conroe 

ISD initiative that promotes fitness in youth. 
Children complete a 1-mile race. Proceeds 
benefit CISD’s Read for a Better Life 
program. Participants get an official race 
T-shirt, a bib, timing chip and a finisher’s 
medal. $25 (registration), $15 (companion 
registration). Market Street, 9595 Six Pines 

31 Health and wellness event
Children’s Books on Wheels 

and the Lone Star Family Health Center 
invite community members to enjoy free 
application assistance for various health 
care services, health screenings and healthy 
foods. 10 a.m.–1 p.m. Free. Booker T. 
Washington Junior High School, 507 Avenue 
K, Conroe. www.childrensbooksonwheels.org

February

03 Networking luncheon
The Montgomery County Hispanic 

Chamber of Commerce hosts Harris 
County Sheriff Adrian Garcia at its February 
luncheon. Garcia’s keynote address 
highlights the state of local law enforcement 
and efforts to reduce crime activity in Harris 
and surrounding counties. 11:30 a.m.–1 p.m. 
Kirby’s Steakhouse, 1111 Timberloch Place, 
The Woodlands. www.mchchamber.org

06 Art de Musique Reception
The Conroe Art League presents 

its newest show, Exhibit 32, which displays 
unique art inspired by music. 5–8 p.m. 
Free. Conroe Art Gallery, 127 Simonton St., 
Conroe. 936-756-9572.  
www.conroeartleague.com

06 through 07  
Mom EXPO and Play Date

The two-day show features a health fair, 
play zones and activities for children. The 
expo also offers exhibits, samples and 

Compiled by Carrie Taylor

Find more or submit The Woodlands  
events at  
impactnews.com/wdl-calendar. 

To have The Woodlands events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Sponsored by

Drive, The Woodlands. 832-521-8575.  
http://kidsrunningforkids.com

07 Daddy-daughter dinner 
Fathers can bond with their 

daughters at a ’50s themed sock hop that 
includes dinner, dessert, giveaways and 
dancing. 5:30–9:30 p.m. $55 (per person), 
$110 (per couple), $50 (per extra sibling) 
before Jan. 12. $62.50 (per person), $125 
(per couple), $55 (per extra sibling) after Jan. 
13. The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel–
Waterway Ballroom, 1601 Lake Robbins 
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-210-3950.

07 through 08  
Wine and Chocolate Trail

The Wine and Chocolate Trail includes 
two wine tastings paired with chocolate  
delicacies at each of the seven wineries 
on the trail, including Bernhardt Winery 
in Plantersville and Cork This! Winery in 
Montgomery. Attendees also receive a 
professional wine opener. $30 (single ticket), 
$50 (ticket for two). For addresses for the 
specific wineries visit  
www.texasbluebonnetwinetrail.com.
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General Admission & Raffl e Ticket packages are on sale now online & ticket locations can be found at www.tasteofthetown.org
There are several different ways that local businesses can participate in this event. Whether it is being a sponsor, having a 

booth & serving culinary samples or purchasing ticket packages to attend the event. Sponsor and Booth registration is open 
and limited space is available. 

www.tasteofthetown.org     |     www.woodlandschamber.org
Ashley Byers, Director of Special Events. The Woodlands Area Chamber of Commerce

281-363-8110 or ashley.byers@woodlandschamber.org 

th29

Taste of the Town is the premier culinary event of South 
Montgomery County attracting over 6,000 people. At the 
event you will fi nd mouth-watering appetizers, entrees, 
side dishes, desserts, pastries, and beverages from some 
of the area’s fi nest restaurants, caterers, bakeries, delis, 
and beverage companies – all in one night for one low 
price. 

Tickets are on sale now for $25 in advance or $30 
at the door. Your ticket includes all you can eat food 
samples, 2 adult beverages and festivities.

Courtesy of the Texas Department of Agriculture, see 
and sample Texas-grown and manufactured seasonings, 
salsa and other food delights. Go Texan items will also be 
available for purchase the night of the event.

There will also be a raffl e drawing for attendees to 
have the chance to win prizes such as:
• Private wine tasting for 20 from Bernhardt Winery
• Wine Cooler from The Blair Law Firm, P.C.
• Flat screen TV from Consolidated Communications
• Two Live Nation Concer t Tickets for the 2015 Season 

from The Pavilion
• Men’s Citizen Eco-Drive Watch from Robichau’s Jewelry
• Restaurant Pack age - Over $350 in gift cards to various 

restaurants
and Much More...
Winners do not have to be present to win. 

The Chamber’s Taste of the Town, underwritten by Buckalew Chevrolet and The Woodlands Convention and Visitors Bureau is scheduled for 

Thursday, January 29, 2015, from 4:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. 
at The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel & Convention Center

More than a mortgage.
A relationship.

Application, Processing,  
Underwriting, Closing &
Servicing - All right here
in The Woodlands!

Whether you are buying your first home, currently own a home, or drawing up plans to build your dream home, Amegy Mortgage is a great place to start. 
Meet the Amegy Mortgage bankers available to serve you in The Woodlands and Montgomery County. Our experienced mortgage bankers specialize in mortgage 
financing and will guide you to the loan programs best suited to your unique needs. 

Our programs include:
   • One Time Close Construction Loans     • Portfolio Loans    • Conforming and Jumbo Fixed Rate Loans

Amegy retains servicing on over 98% of our mortgage loans, that means you can count on us for the life of your loan. Your mortgage banker is with you through 
every step of the process - from loan application, through underwriting, to closing. All decisions are made locally, so the mortgage process runs smoothly.

At Amegy, we believe that strong client relationships are the foundation of successful mortgage experiences.

Contact us at 281.297.7980 for more information.

amegymortgage.com
Loans subject to credit approval. Terms and conditions apply, see mortgage banker for details.
© 2015 Amegy Mortgage Company, L.L.C. , a subsidiary of Amegy Bank N.A. Member FDIC. An Equal Housing Lender       NMLS # 174734 

Contact us at 281.297.7980 for more information.
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The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

2005 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

April
 01  Nickelback, 7:30 p.m.
 24  Tony Bennett and Lady Gaga, 8 p.m.
 25  Chris Tomlin, 7 p.m.

May
 01  Elton John, 8 p.m.
 02  ZZ Top and Jeff Beck 7 p.m.
 07  Lana Del Rey, 7:30 p.m.

July
 31  Idina Menzel, 8 p.m.

August
 08  5 Seconds of Summer, 7:30 p.m.

 03  Quebe Sisters, 8:30 p.m.Dosey Doe Big Barn 

25911 I-45 N. 
The Woodlands • 281-367-3774
www.doseydoe.com

January
 14  Ezra Charles 8 p.m.
 15  Marc Broussard Trio, 8:30 p.m.

 17  Larry Gatlin, 8:30 p.m.
 18  Crystal Gayle, 7:30 p.m.
 23  Bastard Sons of Johnny Cash,  
   8:30 p.m.
 24  Neal McCoy, 8:30 p.m.
 27  Haley Cole, 8 p.m.
 30  Tracy Lawrence, 8:30 p.m.

February
 01  Blood Sweat & Tears, 5 p.m.  
   and 8:30 p.m.
 06  Tracy Byrd Trio, 8:30 p.m.
 07  BJ Thomas, 8:30 p.m.
 08  Riders in the Sky, 7:30 p.m.
 10  Statesboro Revue, 8 p.m.

Crescent Moon Wine Bar

440 Rayford Road, Ste. 115A
Spring • 281-364-9463
www.crescentmoonwinebar.com

January
 15  Latin Salsa night
 16  Johnny and the Spinsations
 17  Fab 5
 20  Darrel Richard
 22  Salsa night with Latin Fire
 23  Level One Band
 24  Yelba’s Band

LIVE MUSIC CALENDAR
Live music in and around The Woodlands Compiled by Carrie Taylor 

 27  Artie V
 29  Salsa night with Grupo Kache
 30  Bayou Funk Experiment
 31  Cool Breeze

February
 03  Zack Schaffer
 05  Salsa night with Grupo Kache
 06  Alter Ego Band
 07  Breakfast at Tiffany’s
 10  Jack Allen
 11  Cavender’s Fashion Show with  
   Buck Yeager
 12  Salsa night
 13  Johnny and the Spinsations
 14  SVK Vintage

Dosey Doe Music Café

463 FM 1488 
Conroe  • 936-271-2171
www.doseydoe.com

January
 15  Josh Grider, 8:30 p.m.
 16  Uncle Lucius, 8:30 p.m.
 17  Micky and the Motorcars, 8:30 p.m.
 21  Larkin Poe, 8 p.m.
 22  Mason Jennings, 8:30 p.m.
 23  Cyrus James, 8:30 p.m.
 24  Kyle Hutton Band, 8:30 p.m.
 29  Chris Knight, 8:30 p.m.

 31  Max Stalling, 8:30 p.m.

February
 05  Amanda Shires, 8:30 p.m.
 06  Jody Booth, 8:30 p.m.
 07  Chubby Knuckle Choir, 8:30 p.m.

Big Texas Saloon

19959 Holzwarth Road
Spring • 281-353-8898
www.bigtexassaloon.com

January

 23  Granger Smith and Earl Dibbles Jr.,  
   10:45 p.m.

Main Street Crossing

111 W. Main St. 
Tomball • 281-290-0431
www.mainstreetcrossing.com  

January
 15  Songtelling, Warren Hood, 8 p.m.
 16  Billy Joe Shaver, 8 p.m.
 21  Dirty River Boys, 8 p.m.
 22  Roger Creager, 8 p.m.
 23  Zane Williams, 8 p.m.
 24  James McMurtry, 8 p.m.
 28  Mark Jones and Twenty Paces,  
   8 p.m.
 29  Willy and Cody Braun of Reckless  
   Kelly, 8 p.m.

 31  Steve Krase, 8 p.m.

February
 04  Paul Thorn, 8 p.m.
 05  Paul Thorn, 8 p.m.
 06  Shay Domann, 8 p.m.
 07  Darden Smith, 8 p.m.
 11  Cody Canada, 8 p.m.

GenuWine Tasting Room

6503 FM 1488
Magnolia • 832-934-2675 
www.mygenuwine.com

January
 10  Little Outfit, 7:30 p.m.
 15  Sean Harrold, 7:30 p.m.

 17  Michael Player Duo, 7:30 p.m.
 22  Young Artists Night featuring Rachel 
   Owens and Emily Cole, 7:30 p.m. 
 23  The Silvertones, 7:30 p.m.
 24  Bobby Martin, 7:30 p.m.
 29  Keith Rea, 7:30 p.m.
 30  Jenn Harris, 7:30 p.m.
 31  Summer Ashley, 7:30 p.m.

 30   The Black Cadillacs, 8:30 p.m.

 30   Carolyn Wonderland, 8 p.m.

 16   Keeton Coffman, 7:30 p.m

 16    Eric Johnson and Mike Stern,  
     8:30 p.m.

281-363-3300 
 www.woodlandscenter.org

Community IMPACT  1/4 page 2.375 x 12.25” 
jdollar@judestudios.com

April 1 Nickelback
April 22 The Peking Acrobats  
 with the Houston Symphony
April 24 Tony Bennett 
 and Lady Gaga
April 25 Chris Tomlin with Tenth 
 Avenue North & Rend 
 Collective
May 1 Elton John
May 2  ZZ Top and Jeff Beck
May 7  Lana Del Rey 
 with Courtney Love
May 8  Beethoven Concerto 
 with the Houston Symphony
May 14  “The Magic Flute” 
 with Houston Grand Opera
May 29  The Music of Led 
 Zeppelin with the Houston 
 Symphony
June 12 Disney in Concert 
 with the Houston Symphony
July 3 Star-Spangled Salute 
 with the Houston Symphony
July 30  Michael Cavanaugh 
 with the Houston Symphony
July 31  Idina Menzel
Aug. 8  5 Seconds of Summer
Sept. 10  Music of the Americas
  with the Houston Symphony
Oct. 1  Mixed Repertory 
 Program with Houston Ballet
Oct. 23  Hocus Pocus Pops 
 with the Houston Symphony
Nov. 14-15   20th Annual 
  Children’s Festival

*All performances and dates are 
subject to change without notice.

Ranked #2 amphitheater
in the world based on the

number of tickets sold.
-Pollstar magazine

2015 Season Sneak Peek*

app store and Google Play

 16   Cory Morrow, 10:45 p.m.
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To advertise or to submit story ideas: (281) 469-6181  |  impactnews.com
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Archery on Fire
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Owner Cam Cope points to a bull’s-eye hit at Archery on Fire’s indoor range.
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Archery on Fire
Sport encourages family participation

A Hollywood box-office hit 
typically does not turn kids into 
athletes. Yet, Archery on Fire, 

The Woodlands area indoor and outdoor 
archery range, has witnessed a surge in 
interest in archery since the launch of the 
“Hunger Games” movie series.

Business Administrator Monica Todd 
said the facility has seen an increase in 
business since Jennifer Lawrence first 
appeared on the screen as sharp shooting 
archer Katniss Everdeen. 

 “I think young girls are trying to follow 
in the footsteps of ‘Hunger Games’ heroine 
Katniss Everdeen, who is fiercely talented 
with a bow and arrow,” Todd said.

Owner Cam Cope said he has seen 
an uptick in sales in the bowtech shop 
of the type of bow Lawrence uses in the 
movie—a recurve bow. 

Cope said another reason people are 
attracted to archery is that it is family-
oriented. Kids, grandparents and every-
one in between are physically capable of 
participating in the sport. 

“It is one of the few sports where the 
father, mother and kid can all compete 
together,” he said. “If you wanted to play 
soccer, you’re not going to be able to 

compete with your kid. There’s no reason 
your 11-year-old daughter can’t shoot as 
well as you.” 

Cope compares archery to martial arts 
disciplines like karate and kung fu in 
that much of it is about concentration. 

“You’ve got to have the mental attitude 
to do archery,” he said. “You have to 
think 100 percent on the middle of that 
white circle. That’s why it’s such a mental 
challenge.”

Cope said parents are beginning 
to notice that many universities have 
archery programs for students. 

Archery on Fire hosts Woodlands 
Junior Olympic Archery and the Mont-
gomery County Archery Association for 
competitions. The business runs several 
youth tournaments throughout the year.  

“That’s one of the things that we push 
here is for junior Olympics for [archers 
age] 17 and under,” Cope said. “The 
majority of our stuff here is for youth.” 

Lessons typically range from an hour 
to an hour and a half. Lessons are $40 
per hour and offered to students age 6 
and older. Archery employees are also 
available to competitive archers prepar-
ing for tournaments. 

BUSINESS

18500 Trails End Road, Conroe 
832-585-0671
www.archeryrangetexas.com
Hours: Tue.–Sat. 9 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
Sun. 10 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
Mondays: field range only

Recurve bows
Archery on Fire sells three brands of recurve 
bows: Samick, Win & Win and Hoyt. Prices 
range from $140 to $250. 

Compound bows
Compound bows by Prime, Bear and 
Winchester are also offered at Archery on 
Fire. Prices range from $350 to $1,100.

Lessons
Children and adults can receive archery 
instruction for $40 per hour.

• Restring bows ($10–$60)
• Tune bows ($30–$40)
• Repair defective bows ($30 plus parts)
• Repair broken bows ($30 plus parts) 
• Build strings on old bows ($50–$70)
• Install colored strings ($10)
• Prepare arrows ($2–$5) 

Doug Mennenga replaces strings, fixes broken 
bows and prepares arrows in the repair shop.

Cam Cope uses a compound bow, one that is 
made up of more modern parts than a recurve.

The facility’s pro shop sells a variety of recurve 
and compound bows.

By Julie Butterfield

Chandeliers . Fans . Lamps . Shades . Accessories . Gas Lanterns . Landscape Lighting . LED . Lighting Controls

32411-A FM2978 | 2978 at Eg ypt Lane | Antholog yLighting.com  

Anthology
lighting

Coming soon...                                              February 2015!

and bow services
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World Affairs Council
Of Houston

JOIN THE CONVERSATION 
ON WORLD EVENTS

In these challenging times, 
and with so much going on in 
the world, it is more important 
than ever to stay active in our 
community and engaged with the 
world. Membership in the Council 
makes this easy and enjoyable. 
We bring you information, 
friendships, and an important 
connection to Houston's 
international community.

JOIN US FOR THE 
WOODLANDS 
PROGRAMS SERIES

THE WOODLANDS PROGRAM SERIES

TIME:

Registration 6:30 p.m.
Program 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.

LOCATION:

The Performing Arts Center
The John Cooper School
One John Cooper Drive, The Woodlands

REGISTRATION

713-522-7811
rsvp@wachouston.org
www.wachouston.org

Is Venezuela About to 
Go Off the Cliff?
Christopher Sabatini, Council of the Americas
Monday, January 26, 2015

Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine: 
Implications for Transatlantic 
Security
Ian Brzezinski, The Atlantic Council
Monday, February 23, 2015

Hours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 P.MHours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 P.MHours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 P.MHours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 P.MHours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 P.MHours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 P.MHours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 P.MHours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 P.MHours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 P.MHours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 P.M

127 Sawdust Road Suite A
Spring, Texas 77380

281-292-1133

1351 W. Davis Street
Conroe, Texas 77304

936-539-2050

Order Online at KolacheFactortyToGo.com

Buy 3 Kolaches & 
Get 3 FREE!

Equal or Lesser Value
Excludes specialty items such as Crossiants or Polish 

Varieties. One coupon per customer. May not be 
duplicated or copied. Cannot be combined with any 

other off er. Not valid for online ordering.
 Off er expires 02/13/2015.

Original Coupon valid only, copies not accepted.

Buy 6 Kolaches & 
Get 6 FREE!

Equal or Lesser Value
Excludes specialty items such as Crossiants or Polish 

Varieties. One coupon per customer. May not be 
duplicated or copied. Cannot be combined with any 

other off er. Not valid for online ordering.
 Off er expires 02/13/2015.

Original Coupon valid only, copies not accepted.

1 FREE small coff ee
with the purchase of  any 2 

or more Kolaches”
One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated 

or copied. Cannot be combined with any other off er. 
Not valid for online ordering.
 Off er expires 02/13/2015.

Original Coupon valid only, copies not accepted.

North Houston Association’s 
February Membership Luncheon

Speaker:

Carlos Rubinstein, Chair, 
Texas Water Development Board 

“Update from the Texas Water Development Board”

Introduction by Mark Evans,
North Harris County Regional Water Authority and 

Chair of Region H Water Planning Group

Tuesday, February 24, 2015
11:30 am – 1:00 pm

Held at Lone Star College Community Building
(5000 Research Forest Dr, The Woodlands, TX 77381) 

To register and pay online, visit www.north-houston.com.
Payment is due prior to attendance.
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Tewbeleaux’s Sports Bar & Grill 

Rayford Rd. 

Aldine 
Westfield Rd.

 Ashlee Fath serves up some of Tewbeleaux’s Sports Bar & Grill’s popular menu items.
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Tewbeleaux’s  
Sports Bar & Grill 
Bar features Cajun, traditional menu options

Chip Jackson, founder of  
Tewbeleaux’s Sports Bar & Grill, 
said he worked in real estate in 

2008 when the economy was in a reces-
sion. Jackson said he sized up what ven-
ture might be successful in his home-
town of Spring. He said he was inspired 
by the idea of starting a restaurant and 
left real estate to open a sports bar.

“I knew the growth of the area, and 
I also understood there was a need for 
something other than fast food and Chi-
nese restaurants,” Jackson said. 

Jackson said he knew he did not want 
his sports bar to have an ordinary menu. 
He uses fresh ingredients for his Cajun-
inspired menu, which includes chicken 
wings, Boudin Balls and Gator Bites. 
His kitchen staff comes in each morning 
to prepare the products for the day. 

“I know that if you do food, it needs 
to be done well,” Jackson said.

A popular event at Tewbeleaux’s is 
the spicy wing challenge. The wings are 
slathered in a sauce that scores a 9 mil-
lion on the Scoville meter, which mea-
sures how spicy a particular pepper is. 
The highest total on the Scoville meter 
is about 16 million with Tabasco sauce 
scoring about 600.

The participants of the challenge have 
to eat 10 wings with nothing but water 
to drink. Challengers have to wait 10 
minutes after eating the wings to drink 
anything else. 

“We have folks sign a waiver prior to 
the challenge,” Director of Marketing 
Shannon Parker said.

General Manager Drew Millican said 
he worked at the Carlton Woods Coun-
try Club in The Woodlands two years 
ago. When Jackson offered him the job 
to run Tewbeleaux’s, Millican said he 
jumped at the opportunity. 

Millican said he knew he had a chance 
to make a difference at independently 
owned Tewbeleaux’s. He can make deci-
sions on the menu and the entertainment 
based on what his customers tell him. 

 “It’s hard to do that with a corporate 
place—to cater to the region that you’re 
in,” Millican said. “I’m able to give way 
more.” 

Tewbeleaux’s offers live entertain-
ment on Fridays and Saturdays, bingo 
on Tuesdays and trivia on Wednesday 
nights. Each day of the week offers spe-
cials, such as happy hours, $2 domestic 
pints and on Mondays kids eat free until 
9 p.m. 

“We like to be known as the ‘Cheers’ 
environment,” Jackson said. “People 
enjoy personal service.” 

Parker can attest to the personal level 
of service at Tewbeleaux’s. She said cus-
tomers know they can order what they 
like even if it is not on the menu. 

“We like to make someone satisfied,” 
she said. “We have a customer that orders 
a hot dog with a fried egg on top.” 

DINING

2907 Rayford Road, Ste. 101, Spring 
281-292-3600
www.tewbeleauxs.com
Hours: 11 a.m.–2 a.m., Mon.–Sun.

What does ‘Tewbeleaux’s’ mean? 
Owner Chip Jackson said that when he was 
growing up, he played street football, but his 
mother would not let him tackle other players. 
He and his friends had to play two-hand-touch 
below the waist. Since Tewbeleaux’s serves 
Cajun-inspired food, the name is a Cajun turn 
on the spelling. 

Top three craft draft beers
• St. Arnold, seasonal
• Karbach, from local Karbach Brewing Co.  

in Houston
• B-52, from local B-52 Brewing Co. in Conroe

Top five popular menu items
• Famous chicken wings: made with home-

made sauce, ($6.99 for six), ($12.99 for 12), 
($17.99 for 18)

• Boudin Balls: Fried and served with gator 
sauce ($7.99)

• Gator Bites: Fried alligator tail served with 
gator sauce ($8.99)

• Crawfish Tails: Lightly fried in a beer batter, 
served with cocktail or remoulade sauce 
($7.99)

• Blackened crawfish etouffee: Creamy Cajun 
sauce over crawfish with blackened catfish 
served on a bed of white rice ($16.99)

Signature cocktails
• Louisiana Limeade: Strawberry vodka, sweet 

and sour syrup, Sprite and grenadine ($7.25)
• Voodoo Cooler: Captain Morgan Coconut 

Rum, Blue Curacao, Sprite, pineapple juice 
and orange juice ($7.25)

• Tewb’s Trash Can Pickup: Red Bull, Tito’s 
Handmade Vodka, rum, gin, tequila, Sprite, 
grenadine, and sweet and sour syrup ($9.50)

• Pirate ‘Rita: Captain Morgan Coconut Rum, 
Tuaca, sweet and sour syrup, and pineapple 
juice ($7.25)

By Julie Butterfield 

Tewbeleaux’s features many beers on tap, 
including those from local breweries.

Video games, pool tables, trivia and bingo are 
part of the entertainment offered.

Chicken wings are one of the sports bars most 
popular items.

With a total monthly distribution 
now more than 1.3 million, more 
people in Texas receive  
Community Impact Newspaper than 
any other newspaper in the state.

1.3 millionMore than 
Eyes of Texas are upon us

impactnews.com
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*Certain types of hearing loss may require a hearing aid model that is not appropriate for the Three Week Free Trial. See center for details. Lyric excluded. ‡ As a member of the Connect Hearing network, if we don’t already have the lowest price, we will match any valid competitor quote or advertised price on hearing aids 
within 60 days of purchase.  † 0% financing offer is subject to credit approval. If at the time of your application you do not meet the credit criteria previously established for this offer, or the income you report is insufficient based on your obligations, we may not be able to offer this financing. Complimentary hearing 
screening and consultation required. Some restrictions apply. **The 3 year warranty is valid starting from the date of invoice. This limited warranty covers manufacturing and material defects in the hearing aid itself, but not accessories such as batteries, tubes, ear modules, external receivers. The warranty includes 3 year loss and 
damage coverage that can be redeemed ONE TIME and requires a deductible of $450. ††3 years FREE batteries with hearing aid purchase. Must be a current patient of Connect Hearing to continue to receive benefits under Connect Advantage Call for details. 

Book a FREE hearing evaluation today and receive these exclusive benefits: 

  •  Connect Hearing Price Match Guarantee‡

 •  0% Financing†

 •  3 Year Warranty and 3 Year Loss & Damage **

 •  3 years of free batteries ††

Stay Connected. Call or visit us today!
1.888.4CONNECT • connecthearing.com

(1.888.426.6632)

GET A 3-WEEK HEARING AID TRIAL*

It’s absolutely FREE!

We accept Blue Cross Blue Shield, Humana, Aetna, Cigna and other health plans.  
See center for details.

1-888-627-0662
*Provider of Lyric, the world’s first and only 100% invisible, 24/7 wearable, hearing aid offered at this location.

CONNECT HEARING

Houston – 350 N Sam Houston Pkwy E, Ste 255
Houston – 3924 N Shepherd Dr 
Humble – 1702 E First St, Ste F

Kingwood – 2665 Royal Forest Drive, Suite B140 (*Lyric Center)
Montgomery – 18001 Hwy 105 West, Suite 101 (*Lyric Center)
The Woodlands – 9001 Forest Crossing, Suite E (*Lyric Center)

FORMERLY BEAL HEARING AID CENTERS FORMERLY AUDIOLOGY AND HEARING AIDS OF THE WOODLANDS 
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The Refuge Bar and Bistro Pie Town
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The Refuge Cocktail
The Refuge Bar and Bistro

White Chocolate 
Raspberry Latte
Pie Town

T he bar staff at The Refuge Bar and 
Bistro has a knack for thinking 
out of the box, or, in the case of 

The Refuge Cocktail and many of its other 
handcrafted cocktails, out of the glass. 

The Refuge Cocktail, which runs $10, 
combines 2 ounces of 1776 James & 
Pepper rye whiskey, 1 ounce of Ramaz-
zotti vermouth, house-made Cointreau 
foam and a spray of Angostura bitters for 
a distinctive creation reminiscent of an 
Old-Fashioned.

“Most places use Jim Beam [bourbon 
whiskey] or so forth,” owner Mark Zien-
tek said. “We try to use some liquor that is 
not commonly seen in the market. We use 
1776 James & Pepper, and we use the rye 
to give it a nice little flavor profile.”

Zientek said The Refuge Cocktail has 
been one of the bar’s most popular items, 
with customers requesting the drink since 
the bar opened in October of 2013.

“People really like it. When they come 
up, they really ask for it,” he said. “We 
have done a couple of things that no one is 
used to. We try to make sure that we stay 
true to what we do.”

P ie Town, as the name implies, 
specializes in pies, more than 50 
of them to be exact. But owner 

Debra Loggins is putting just as much 
effort and focus into her expansive 
drink menu, which features more than 
30 choices, including coffees, smooth-
ies, sodas, milkshakes and, soon, 
lemonades.

The most popular, Loggins said, is 
Pie Town’s white chocolate raspberry 
latte, a 20-ounce coffee drink for $3.95 
that begins with a latte and combines 
white chocolate and raspberry fla-
vors. The drink is poured over ice and 
topped with whipped cream and rasp-
berry drizzle.

The white chocolate raspberry latte is 
normally served over ice but can also be 
served hot as well, Loggins said.

“We have seasonal drinks, but people 
buy this [latte] year-round,” she said.

Other favorites this season have been 
the pumpkin mocha and the pumpkin 
latte, she said. 

DRINKS

24 Waterway Ave., The Woodlands  
713-389-5674
www.refugeinthewoodlands.com

19075 I-45 S., Shenandoah   
936-271-1091
www.pietown.com

By Jesse Mendoza

By Brian Walzel

The Refuge Cocktail has been one of The Refuge’s 
most popular drinks since opening in 2013.

Pie Town’s white chocolate raspberry latte is 
among the café’s more than 30 specialty drinks.
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New year  
New financial start
Get a free financial review
Make a resolution to get a free financial review at Wells Fargo. It’s 
an easy one to keep. Just come in for a few minutes. We’ll go over 
your financial accounts and help you determine whether you are 
making the most of your money. Make an appointment today, and 
let us help you start planning for a more prosperous tomorrow.

Stop by a Wells Fargo location to talk with a banker today.

© 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (1228256_13906)

1228256_13906 10x6.04 4C.indd   1 12/18/14   11:13 AM
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Lone Star  
Convention Center 
February 14-15

www.LakeConroeHomeandGardenShow.com

Over 200 
exhibits!

and Much MOre!

Remodeling
Decorating

Landscaping
Kitchens & Baths

Home Theater 
Windows & Siding

Decks & Docks
Home Décor

Home Builders
Blinds & Shutters

Pools & Spas
Granite 

Heating & Cooling

Saturday  Feb. 14    9am - 5pm
Sunday  Feb. 15  11am - 4pm

Adults $7.00
Seniors $6.00
Military ID $4.00
Kids under 12 $FREE

Cash Only at the Box Office

HOURS & ADMISSION

FREE PARKING!

Saturday  Feb. 14    9am - 5pm
Sunday  Feb. 15 11am - 4pm

Adults $7.00
Seniors $6.00
Military ID $4.00
Kids under 12 $FREE

Cash Only at the Box Office

HOURS & ADMISSION

FREE PARKING!
VALID ON ONE ADULT ADMISSION ONLY. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

$1OFF
SHOW SPONSORS

CIN

ShoP, ComPARE 
AND SAvE!

•  See New Products 
•  Check out Great Deals 
•   Comparison Shop in ONE 

Location
•  Investing in Your Home Pays!
•   Meet with Reputable Companies
•  Learn from the Experts

NEw ExHIbItOR SPOtLIGHt 
want to go right to what’s new at 
the Show? Just check the map in 
your show guide for the
highlighted booths.

SHOw AttRACtIONS
•  DESIGN YOUR OwN DOOR KIOSK
•  FROM tHE GROUND UP
•   HOME IMPROVEMENt StAGE 

SPONSORED bY
•  OUtDOOR ENtERtAINING
•  FREE FOOD SAMPLING
•  MINI GIFt MARKEt

On Stage - 
Saturday OnLy!
CHiP Wade, 
HGTV’s Elbow Room &  
CuRb AppEAl: THE bloCk

On Stage -  
Sunday OnLy!
FRaNk BieleC, 
of TRAdinG  
spACEs fAmE

AppeArinG on tHe Home 
improvement StAGe

sPOnsOred 
bY

Two Convenient Locations to Serve You – Call Now!
Tomball

616 West Main Street

281.290.8000
www.TomballLumineers.com

Spring
1100 Rayford Road, Suite 100

281.602.8843
www.WoodlandsLumineers.com

www.AmericasFamilyDental.com

Get your new smile 
and discover the 
difference of America’s 
Family Dental today! 8 Lumineers for $6,495!

Discover The Difference

All three of our dentists are Diplomates of the International Dental Implant 
Association, which is one of the most exclusive dental implant societies. 
The elevation to Diplomate is the highest honor a professional dental 
society can bestow upon its members. 

Additionally, our dentists are among the top Lumineer doctors in the 
country and they regularly provide training and instruction to other area 
dentists on the latest techniques in prepless veneers.

Ask about our No Shot, No Drilling, 
Painless Veneer Solution.

With Cosmetic
Dental Solutions from 

America's Family Dental

   New 3 & 4 Bedroom Homes

   $10,000 Worth of Upgrades

   Appliances Included

   Detached Garages

   Gated Entrance

   Swimming Pool

F E A T U R E S  I N C L U D E
Enjoy your new lakeside home today!
LGI Homes at Lake Breeze rewards 
homeowners with an amenity rich
community and affordable new homes. 

www.LGIHomes.com/LakeBreeze
(866) 341-9849 EXT 1116

Don’t wait, call now for an appointment!   Open 7 days a week - 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

*P&I. Price $171,900 at 4.875% Fixed, 30 Year Term, OAC. Prices and rates are subject to change without notice. Home pictured may not be available at the lowest advertised price. 

Own a New
Home for /mo.

$939 *
NO DOWN PAYMENT REQUIRED!

COTTAGE
STYLE

LAKESIDE
HOMES!
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INSIDE INFORMATION

The Woodlands 
landscaping covenants

The lush landscape in The Woodlands area is not by accident. The community’s forested concept is in 
accordance with George Mitchell’s original plan for The Woodlands, said John Powers, assistant general 
manager of community services for The Woodlands Township. The same standard applies to residential 
yards, too. In order to maintain the natural forest appearance, homeowners must adhere to certain rules, 
known as covenants, regarding the management of their yards.

Compiled by Julie Butterfield
Design by Mary-Ann Zykin

Barbecue grills are not 
allowed in front yards.

Seasonal decorations 
are not allowed to be 
displayed for more than 
six weeks.

Non-native shrubs such as azaleas cannot 
take up more than 50 percent of the yard while 
native trees, such as wax myrtle, cannot take 
up less than 50 percent. 

Forty percent of the front yard must be 
trees, shrubbery, flowers or plants. No trees, 
shrubbery, plants or vegetation may be re-
moved that would result in the grassed area 
exceeding 60 percent of the front yard. 

Fountains and fish 
ponds cannot be more 
than 24 inches deep.

A chain of events occurs when a resident is not in 

landscaping compliance. 

If a resident is in violation of a covenant, the township will 

send the homeowner a notice of a violation along with a list 

of covenants. The notice asks the homeowner to resolve the 

issue within 15 days of the violation notice. 

A second notice communicates the object at issue is still not 

in compliance. If the violation is still not resolved after another 

15 days, a third letter is sent notifying the homeowner legal 

action is pending.

As of December, the township has about 100 lawsuits 

pending for infractions, such as unmaintained property from 

an abandoned house. 

Covenant noncompliance

Community Revitalization Program 
Interfaith of The Woodlands, a nonprofit social 
agency, collaborates with the township on 
the Community Revitalization Program. The 
program works with residents to resolve the 
covenant violation if there is a hardship, such 
as a physical disability or if a home is owned 
by elderly residents. 

The program brings volunteer groups to 
remedy the landscaping violation. Interfaith 
determines what the needs are and 
recruits volunteers to perform the work.

For information regarding The Woodlands 
covenants go to  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

For more information on Community 
Revitalization Program, contact 
Program Manager Keith Weaver at 
281-210-3800. 

Residents receive violations when they do not 
comply with the township’s convenants.

“It’s the resident’s responsibility to educate themselves [on the covenants].”
– Hennie van Rensburg, Director of Covenant Administration, The Woodlands Township Source: The Woodlands Township

Yard structures must be compatible to The Woodlands 
theme. Structures must be in good taste and appropriate in 
scale and color to the character of The Woodlands.  

Living trees that are removed 
require replacements. 
Replacement trees must be a 
minimum of 15 gallons. 

Artificial turf, such as 
Astroturf, is not allowed 
as a yard cover.

LET’S TALK!
a night of conversation

SAVE THE DATE

03.19.15

Join us for a powerful evening of conversation with renown experts from the worlds of sports, 
television, education, business and politics. LET’S TALK!TM is a highly-regarded annual event where guests 

engage in intimate and candid discussions on topics and issues that reflect today’s climate and culture.

Thursday, March 19, 2015  |  Cocktails - 6:30 p.m., Dinner - 7:15 p.m.
Lowman Student Center Ballroom

All proceeds benefit The Elliott T. Bowers Honors College
“Celebrating 27 Years!”
Sponsorships still available

shsu.edu/honors/letstalk  |  936.294.4061  |  letstalk@shsu.edu

Sam Houston State University
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Bluejack National
Tiger Woods–designed golf course 
and private community underway

S et on more than 755 acres 
in the forests of Montgom-
ery is a private community 

unlike any other in the nation. 
On the site of the former  
Blaketree Golf Club, professional 
golfer Tiger Woods, in partner-
ship with Beacon Land Develop-
ment, is designing his first golf 
course in the U.S. In addition to 
the Bluejack National, the proj-
ect will also feature 386 homes 
in a gated community with 
an array of luxury amenities, 
including on-site gourmet chef 
and concierge services.

“This is very much resort style 
of living,” said Gary Short, Blue-
jack National director of sales.

The Bluejack development, 
which will open to golfers in 
the fall, will feature a par 72, 
7,523-yard Woods-designed golf 
course; a nine-hole, lighted par 3 
course called “The Playgrounds”; 
youth sports fields; several 

fishing ponds; zip lines; and a 
member clubhouse. 

Membership to the course 
will be limited to 500 families, 
and Short said interest in the 
community has already been 
strong. He said he expects about 
two-thirds of the Bluejack com-
munity to be composed of local 
residents and the other one-
third to be made up of out-of-
area buyers.

The course will feature what 
designers are calling comfort 
stations: a fresh fruit stand and a 
jerky shack. Short said the fruit 
stand will offer golfers fresh fruit 
from a nearby orchard, sweets 
and snacks, and the jerky stand 
will feature a variety of jerkies 
and beers.

“This is not so much a place 
with a lot of rules,” Bluejack 
National President Casey Paul-
son said. “It’s about culture and 
customs.”

By Brian Walzel
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Anniversary Party
Celebrate the New Year at our

Andrew T. Lyos, M.D. Aesthetic Plastic Surgery/Refresh Medspa

The Woodlands / Thursday Feb 5th

The Wooldands
4:00-7:00 P.M.
Fabulous $$$ DOOR PRIZES $$$ 
Bring a friend to enter again!

ANDREW T. LYOS MD 
AESETHIC PLASTIC SURGERY
THE WOODLANDS
10847 KUYKENDAHL ROAD #250
THE WOODLANDS, TX 77382
(O) 281-681-9660

TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER
(O) 713-799-8989
WWW.LYOSMD.COM

Will be giving away one Ultherapy treatment, $4,000 Value, 
2 areas of CoolSculpting, $1,500 Value, just to mention a few!!!
There will be a drawing for Botox for you and 5 of your friends 
$1,500 value!

Music • Hors d’oeuvres • Question & Answers with Dr. Lyos at 6:00 P.M.
SPACE IS LIMITED, Call Now!  RSVP 713-799-8989

Other Services Offered: Botox • Juvederm XC • Voluma XC • Laser Hair Removal  
Chemical Peels • ResurFX • IPL
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2854149
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Jackson Rd.
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1486

1774 1488

2854

4430 S. FM 1486
Montgomery • 281-475-2165
www.bluejacknational.com

Bluejack National 

1  Many of the course’s greens have been 
laid out and are awaiting seeding.

2  The par 4 first hole features a dogleg 
around one of seven lakes on the Bluejack 
property.

3  The par 4 18th hole at the Tiger 
Woods–designed Bluejack National golf 
course features an elevated approach into a 
green near the facility’s clubhouse.

4  The Bluejack National property will 
feature seven lakes, in which residents can 
keep any fish they catch. 

5  A practice area near the first tee box 
features a driving range and a practice 
green, which has been laid out.

6  The par 3 eighth hole is one of four par 
3s on the golf course.

7  Bluejack National Sales Director Gary 
Short said members playing the course will 
not be required to schedule tee times, and 
the course design allows players to play 
only a few holes at a time if they wish.

6 7

32

At First American Title, your success is our top priority.  
Our National Commercial Services team has an extensive 
knowledge of the challenges you face in the real estate 
industry, and the solutions necessary for success. 

Look to us and discover solutions.

1790 Hughes Landing Blvd, Suite 110 
The Woodlands, TX 77380

First American, the eagle logo, First American Title, and firstam.com are registered 
trademarks or trademarks of First American Financial Corporation and/or its affiliates.

©2014 First American Financial Corporation and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved. q NYSE: FAF

832.246.5342 q www.firstam.com/ncs

Krissie Vanyo, Allison Lanier, Jan Ruiz and Sharon Mork

1699 Research Forest Drive, Suite 100 
Shenandoah, Texas 77381

• Variable interest rate pays a monthly .60%  
 Annual Percentage Yield (APY) on entire  
 balance in account. 
 – No limit to deposit size.
 – Must have $2,500 in the account for the entire statement period to earn the rate.
 – Fees could reduce the earnings on account.
 – Rate may change after account is opened.

• FREE ONLINE BANKING*

• Unlimited transactions

• All ATM fees automatically refunded
 Unlimited ATM fee rebates apply to cash withdrawals using the Integrity Bank Visa  
 Debit Card wherever it is accepted nationwide. ATM fee rebates do not apply to 
 any fees other than fees assessed for using an ATM to withdraw cash from your 
 Integrity Bank account nationwide..

• $100 minimum to open

• No monthly service charge

• Free eStatement available

• Free imaged checks included with statement

 Interest rate and Annual Percentage Yield is accurate as of 11/14/2014 and 
 is subject to change at any time.

 – Internet service provider fees may apply.
 – Unlimited transactions - subject to availability of funds.
 – Bill Pay is not a free service.

DON’T LIKE THE 
DIRECTION YOUR 
BANK IS GOING?
Open an Integrity 
Checking Account 

Today!

832.562.2250 • IBANKTX.com

*
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The Woodlands area features several private schools available for 
parents seeking an alternative to local public education. Local private 
schools offer a variety of programs and educational opportunities 
for area students. 

Compiled by Julie Butterfield, Jesse Mendoza and Brian Walzel 
Design by Mary-Ann Zykin

Legacy Preparatory Christian Academy

9768 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands 
936-337-2000 • www.legacypca.org
Grades: Pre-K–12
Enrollment: 400
Extracurricular activities: Athletics, visual and performing 
arts, student council, National Honor Society and Junior 
National Honor Society, school newspaper
Tuition: $4,763–$8,821 annually with multi-student 
discounts

Esprit International School

4890 W. Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands 
281-298-9200 • www.espritinternationalschool.com
Grades: Pre-K–12
Enrollment: 125
Extracurricular activities: Student council, community 
service programs, school newspaper, Camp Allen, running 
club, flag football, basketball
Tuition: $7,500–$16,000 annually

Oak Ridge Christian Academy

27420 Robinson Road, Oak Ridge North
281-298-5800 • www.oakridgechristian.org
Grades: Pre-K–12
Enrollment: 150
Extracurricular activities: Basketball, cheerleading, chess, 
cross country, Beta Club, art, track
Tuition: $6,300 (Pre-K), $7,300 (K), $8,300 (1–12) annually

St. Anthony of Padua Catholic School

7901 Bay Branch Drive, The Woodlands 
281-296-0300 • www.staopcs.org
Grades: Pre-K (age 3)–8
Enrollment: 500
Extracurricular activities: Athletics, band, choir, theater 
production, community service projects, National Junior 
Honor Society, spirit club, broadcast journalism, multimedia 
tech, speech, robotics
Tuition: $5,550 (Pre-K, age 3 and 4)–$6,650 (K–8) annually

The Woodlands Christian Academy

5800 Alden Woods, The Woodlands 
936-273-2555 • www.twca.net
Grades: Pre-K–12
Enrollment: 525
Extracurricular activities: Athletics, art, foreign languages
Tuition: $10,995–$18,995 annually

CONTINUED ON PAGE 60
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A dynamic, Christian learning 
environment with an emphasis on 
high academic standards

• Low student-teacher ratios 
• Daily Bible curriculum and weekly chapel
• After-school enrichment programs 
• State certified teachers 
• Expanding through the 6th grade  
   by 2016 

  THE WOODLANDS METHODIST SCHOOL

JOYFUL. 
EXCELLENCE.

A Ministry of The Woodlands United Methodist Church

Enrollment for kindergarten 
through 5th grade begins 
Thursday, February 12.
 
For more information: 
twmschool.org or 281.882.8220

The Woodlands Methodist School admits students of any race, color, and national or ethnic origin.
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Christ Community School

1488 Wellman Road, Shenandoah 
936-321-6300 • www.christcommunityschool.org
Grades: Pre-K (age 3)–6
Enrollment: 150
Extracurricular activities: Knights of Honor, after-school 
care, competitions through the Association of Christian 
Schools International, spelling bee, art festivals, speech 
meet, Math Olympics, honors choir, basketball, soccer, 
volleyball, robotics
Tuition: $3,000–$9,850 annually

The Rubicon Academy

14211 Horseshoe Bend, The Woodlands 
936-273-9111 • www.rubiconacademy.com
Grades: Pre-K–8
Enrollment: 40
Included in curriculum: Music, art, computer and science 
labs, science and technology expositions, academic 
competitions, foreign language
Tuition: $14,000 annually 

Concordia Lutheran High School

700 E. Main St., Tomball 
281-351-2547 • www.concordiacrusaders.org
Grades: 9–12
Enrollment: 525
Extracurricular activities: Athletics, art, photography, 
foreign language lab, family and consumer services, band, 
choir
Tuition: $11,640 annually (general students), $10,680  
annually (students who are active members of certain 
Lutheran churches and associations)

The John Cooper School

1 John Cooper Drive, The Woodlands 
281-367-0900 • www.johncooper.org
Grades: Pre-K–12
Enrollment: 1,140
Extracurricular activities: Athletics, chess, robotics, 
drama, dance, math, science club, student council, 
yearbook, outreach and community service projects
Tuition: $18,125–$22,390 annually

The Woodlands Preparatory School

27440 Kuykendahl Road, Tomball 
281-516-0600 • www.woodlandsprep.org
Grades: K–12
Enrollment: 425
Extracurricular activities: Athletics, art, student council 
and National Honor Society
Tuition: $13,770–$19,780 (Pre-K–12) annually

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 59
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936.273.2555 www.twca.net
NOW ENROLLING

PreK-12th Grade 

School Curriculum 2-3-5 Days per Week/Hours 9-12, 9-3, 12-3, 8-5

Performances in our Musical Productions

Jr. Explorer Clubs
(also open to children not enrolled in Paddington)

Advanced Academics • Core Knowledge • Zoo Phonics • Handwriting Without 
Tears Fine • Arts • Classical Music • Orchestra • Dance • Movement 
Rainbow Kids Yoga • Etiquette • Spanish • French • Science Lab • Computer 
Lab • Art Studio • Music Room

Character Day • Holiday Musical • Spring Concert 
Salute to the USA!

Science • Computer • Art • Spanish
French • Music/Dance • ABC 123 

Nursery through Kindergarten
Fall Registration in February ~ Tour now for Priority Listing
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This is not a comprehensive list of private schools in 
The Woodlands area. If your school is not included, 
please email us at listings@impactnews.com.

Note: Tuition fees are from the 2014–15 school 
year and are subject to change. Registration for 
most area schools begins in January or February.

Northwoods Catholic School

5500 FM 2920, Spring 
281-350-0300 • www.northwoodscatholicschool.org
Grades: Pre-K–8
Enrollment: 235
Extracurricular activities: Athletics, chess club, math club, 
piano lessons, golf, kids for Jesus club
Tuition: $8,240 annually

The Woodlands Methodist School

1915 Lakefront Circle, The Woodlands 
281-882-8220 • www.twmschool.org
Grades: K–6
Enrollment: 150
Extracurricular activities: Science enrichment, golf, 
soccer, tae kwan do, Spanish, musical theater, violin
Tuition: $8,000 annually

St. Anne’s Catholic School

1111 S. Cherry St., Tomball 
281-351-0093 • www.stanne-tomball.org
Grades: Pre-K–8
Enrollment: 380
Extracurricular activities: Athletics, choir, academic team, 
chess, Cub Scouts, geography bee, National Junior Honor 
Society, Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo art projects, 
music lessons, spelling bee
Tuition: $5,850 annually

Step By Step Christian School

1119 S. Cherry St., Tomball  
281-351-2888 • www.stepbystepchristianschool.org
Grades: Pre-K–8
Enrollment: 74
Extracurricular activities: Cheerleading, chess, flag 
football, drama, Girl Scouts, outdoor games
Tuition: $5,835 annually (full-day kindergarten through 8th 
grade), plus additional registration, book and testing fees, 
$450 per month (kindergarten half days)

Salem Lutheran School

22601 Lutheran Church Road, Tomball  
281-351-8223 • www.salemlutheran.com
Grades: Early childhood, K–8
Enrollment: 495
Extracurricular activities: Athletics, Kingdom Kids after-
school program, Tech Club, private music lessons
Tuition: $8,500 annually for one student (K–8), $7,650 for 
subsequent students (K–8), $860 per month (infants), $820 
per month (toddlers), $785 per month (2-year-olds), $750 
per month (preschool and pre-K)

Rosehill Christian School

19830 FM 2920, Tomball 
281-351-8114 • www.rcseagles.org
Grades: Pre-K–12
Enrollment: 444
Extracurricular activities: Art, athletics, choir, drama, 
music
Tuition: $9,333–$12,825 annually (K–12), $4,375–$7,950 
(pre-K)
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January 26, 2015 6:30 pm March 30, 2015 6:30 pm

 

9768 Research Forest       The Woodlands, TX        936.337.2000 

A Cer�fied and Accredited University-Model School © 

Information Meeting Dates
for 2015-2016 Enrollment Year

www.johncooper.org

One John Cooper Drive, The Woodlands, Texas 77381 • 281.367.0900

PK-12 Admission Open House – January 10 at 2 pm Monthly Tours: 
January 21, February 11 at 9 am

WWW.JOHNCOOPER.ORG

A leader in PK-12 independent school education in The Woodlands 

since 1988. Cooper combines traditional educational practices with 

innovative programs to teach students to think, analyze, create and 

take responsibility for their world. Join us for our annual PK-12 Admission 

Open House to visit with administrators, tour campus, learn more 

about our school and experience Cooper for yourself.
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YARD WORK 
165165

CALORIES

BICYCLING

CALORIES

GOLF
165165

CALORIES

AEROBICS

CALORIES

WALKING
140140

CALORIES

YARD WORK 

CALORIES

HIKING
185185

CALORIES

RUNNING
295295

CALORIES

DANCING
165165

CALORIES

SWIMMING

CALORIES

BICYCLING
145145

CALORIES

WALKING

CALORIES

STRETCHING
9090

CALORIES

BASKETBALL

CALORIES

MODERATE 
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY

VIGOROUS
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY

CALCULATOR

BMI CATEGORIES

EXAMPLE

255255

240240

230230

220220

220220

Various types of physical activity can help burn calories. 
The following table details how many calories are burned by 
completing 30 minutes of each activity. 

Make a commitment

Take stock of where you are

Set realistic goals

Identify resources for information and support

Check in with yourself to monitor progress

CALORIES BURNED DURING 
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY

1

5

4

3

2

Body mass index is calculated based on a person’s weight and height. A person can 
calculate their BMI by dividing their weight in pounds by their height in inches squared. 

WEIGHT

150WEIGHT 
150 pounds 
HEIGHT  

5 feet and 5 inches

IN POUNDS

IN INCHES
HEIGHT X HEIGHT

65 X 65

(
(

(
(

X

X =

703

703 24.96

UNDERWEIGHT NORMAL OVERWEIGHT OBESE

BELOW 18.5 18.5–24.9 25–29.9 30 & ABOVE

BODY MASS INDEX

TIPS FOR GETTING STARTED  
ON LOSING WEIGHT

WELLNESSWELLNESS
HEALTH HEALTH 

A GUIDE TO 

Compiled by Julie Butterfield, Marie Leonard, Jessie Mendoza, and  Brian Walzel 
Designed by Jackie Brunk 

Source: National Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

295295

NOW
HIRING

Free in print. Free online.
No subscription. No paywall.

Submit your resume to jobs@impactnews.com

EDITORIAL, SALES & DESIGN POSITIONS

Is working within your community what you’ve been searching for?

Are “passionate” and “professional” words that describe you?

We’re looking to speak with you.

WE ARE GROWING
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My Fit Foods offers prepared meals that include 
dishes for breakfast, lunch and dinner as 
well as snacks. The meals are prepared by a 
nutritional consultant and are fully cooked in 
appropriate portion sizes. The Oak Ridge North 
location of My Fit Foods offers meal planning, 
ordering and consultation. The store also carries 
supplements, snacks and vitamins. 

My Fit Foods 
27800 I-45 N. 
Oak Ridge North • 281-602-1287 
www.myfitfoods.com

WHOLE WHEAT PASTA PRIMAVERA

HEALTHY FOOD OPTIONS IN THE WOODLANDS

STRESS & EXERCISE

37% of adults exercise 
less than once a week 

or not at all.
53 % of adults said they feel 

good about themselves 
after exercising.

39% of adults skipped 
exercising in the last month 

because they were stressed.
30% of adults said they 

feel less stressed after 
exercising.

36% of adults have said their 
stress levels have increased 

in the past year.

Source: American Institute of Stress 

The Power Kale Salad is mixed greens topped 
with crumbled farmers market goat cheese, red 
beets, almonds and apples. Dressed with honey 
mustard and beet vinaigrette. $10 

1252 Tapas Bar 
9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 670 
The Woodlands • 281-419-1260 
www.1252tapasbar.com

WOODLANDS HEALTH MARKET

FAT-FREE SOFT SERVE
DELICIOUS DAISY

POWER KALE SALAD

MY FIT FOODS
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The County’s Best Yogurt sells butter-pecan-
flavored soft serve yogurt that has no fat and is 
made with Splenda instead of sugar. $4.21 (small), 
$4.75 (medium), $5.35 (large)

TCBY 
4775 West Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 150 
The Woodlands • 281-419-8053

La Trattoria Tuscano offers an off-menu 
whole-wheat pasta with julienned bell peppers, 
zucchini, squash, spinach and onions, sautéed 
in garlic, olive oil, Parmesan cheese (on the side 
if requested) and topped with fresh parsley. 
Served with a four-ounce grilled Atlantic salmon 
filet with a pesto glaze. $11 

La Trattoria Tuscano 
4223 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 950 
The Woodlands • 281-419-2252 
www.latrattoriatuscano.com 

Woodlands Health Market is a health food and 
supplement store that offers gourmet health 
foods, natural vitamins and wheat- and gluten-
free foods. The store’s staff also specializes in 
reflexology, iridology and neuropathy. Vitamins 
offered include fiber, enzymes and probiotics.

Woodlands Health Market 
427 Sawdust Road 
Spring • 281-367-0002 
www.woodlandshealthmarket.com

Edible Arrangement’s Delicious Daisy is a 
bouquet of cantaloupe, melon, strawberries, 
pineapple and grapes. $45 without chocolate, 
$56 with chocolate. 

Edible Arrangements 
6777 Woodlands Parkway, Ste. 322 
The Woodlands • 832-813-7200 
www.ediblearrangements.com

Join the business Evolution

832.813.6674  |  evolveyourbusiness.org

No matter what industry you are in or what stage of your business 
life cycle, Lone Star College SBDC wants to help you “evolve to 
the next level of business.” ...at no cost to you.

Our staff of experienced business consultants can help you increase sales, 
assist you in preparation of loan packaging and give you the tools you 
need to improve your bottom line performance.

We know you can do it! We are confident we can help!

Staff Expertise 
• Manufacturing 
• Marketing 
• Hospitality 
• IT 
• Finance 
• Franchise 
• Engineering

12
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2.
14
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12.02.14.03 SBDC Community Impact Horizontal Quarter Page Ad - Fin.indd   1 12/8/14   1:37 PM
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REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our Houston metro editions

Tomball, Magnolia see farms decline, 
development rise

Commercial development booming in Spring 

TOMBALL AND MAGNOLIA A 
landscape dominated by farmland 
for several generations of families 
has been transformed into a bus-
tling corridor by developers.

The amount of available farmland not 
yet planned for development in Harris 
and Montgomery counties has decreased 
significantly from hundreds of thou-
sands of acres to less than 10,000 in the 
past 15–20 years, according to estimates 
by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension. 

“There’s not a whole lot of true agricul-
ture [in the Tomball area] anymore,” said 
Kelly Violette, executive director of the 
Tomball Economic Development Cor-
poration. “If you look at the city’s logo, 
we were based on agriculture, oil and the 
railroad. That was really a huge part of 
our history.”

The purchasing of farmland by develop-
ers to create new subdivisions, retail centers, 
commercial buildings and roadways has 
been met with mixed sentiments from 
longtime property owners, including many 

families who have occupied the land for 
more than 100 years. 

Several hundred acres of farmland 
have been sold in Tomball, and construc-
tion is either underway or scheduled to 
break ground for development in the near 
future. 

“Property owners are saying, ‘Let’s 
put it up for sale, and see if we can add 
something to our retirement,’” Violette 
said. “Land prices in Tomball are fairly 
high so there’s an opportunity there.”

Full story by Liza Winkler and Frank Rodasky

SPRING/KLEIN Both 
the 385-acre ExxonMobil 
campus in Springwoods 
Village and segments F-1, 
F-2 and G of the Grand 
Parkway are scheduled 
for completion by the end 
of 2015. As these projects 
come to a close, however, 
the community around 
them continues to evolve 
as several commercial and 
mixed-use projects are 
breaking ground nearby.

Not only will the developments bring 
new jobs and new employees to the region 
to spend money in the community, but 
new retail development will provide more 
retail opportunities to Spring and Klein 
residents than ever before. 

“I’ve been living here on [FM] 2920 for 
18 years, and I’m excited; I talk to other 
residents [and] they’re excited,” said 
Myeshi Briley, president of the Spring-
Klein Chamber of Commerce. “Just to be 
able to spend money in my own commu-
nity, that’s what I’m excited about.”

With thousands of employees already 
working in the new ExxonMobil and 
Southwestern Energy campuses in Spring-
woods Village and other oil and gas expan-
sions in the region, Spring and Klein seem 
to be at the heart of another energy corri-
dor in the northern Greater Houston area. 

“It’s starting to develop,” said Ron Smith, 
director of support services for Southwest-
ern Energy. “The west side [of Houston] 
used to have one, and now it looks like 
we’re going to have one on the north side.” 

 
Full story by Matt Stephens
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Fireworks a concern in Harris County Parks, pathway projects ongoing  
along Hwy. 249, Cypress Creek CY-FAIR Every Fourth of July and 

New Year’s Eve, sparks of light can be 
seen in the sky above many residential 
neighborhoods because of the lack 
of regulation surrounding fireworks 
in unincorporated Harris County. 

While many other municipalities, such 
as the city of Houston and smaller cities 
like Tomball and Jersey Village, do not 
allow fireworks usage inside city limits, 
county governments can only do what 
the Texas Constitution or state Legisla-
ture allows. 

State Rep. Patricia Harless, R-Spring, 
has filed a bill for the past five consecu-
tive legislative sessions, including the 
upcoming 84th Legislative Session, to 
regulate the sale and use of fireworks. 
However, the measure has failed to 
receive enough support in the past 
from other legislators. 

“It’s an issue I hear about from my 
constituents every single holiday season 
where fireworks are sold and allowed to 
be popped,” Harless said. “In unincor-
porated Harris County, we’re 1.5 million 
people. [Shooting off fireworks] was fine 

CY-FAIR As development continues 
in The Vintage and on commercial 
properties across Hwy. 249, multiple 
park and pathway projects are in the 
works to meet the demand of a grow-
ing region along the roadway. 

Jim Robertson, chairman of the Cypress 
Creek Greenway Project, said a master trails 
plan has begun for a 20-square-mile area 
that stretches from Grant Road east to The 
Vintage. Robertson said he has been work-
ing with local utility districts on the plan, 
which could improve connectivity along 
Cypress Creek between residential proper-
ties and amenities in the region.

“This is a plan to develop a master 
plan,” Robertson said. “This is not an 
implementation plan. That would be the 
next step. With this master plan, you’ll 
get an idea [of] the connectivity that’s 
possible, what’s there now and some idea 
of the cost.”

Consulting firm EHRA Engineering, was 
hired to begin work on the project in May, 
said Katie Golzarri, department manager of 

landscape architecture for the company. 
Golzarri said the region contains more 

than 85,000 linear feet of pathway already.  
During the summer, the company walked 
the existing pathways to see what condi-
tions they were in while also studying 
potential pathway corridors to determine 
possible routes and construction needs.

“The neat thing about this area is that 
there’s already some really good trail proj-
ects that have already been constructed,” 
Golzarri said. “There’s just a lack of 
length. You can’t go too far of a distance 
without running into a boundary or the 
trail ends.” 

She said the plan will study how to fill 
the gaps between the existing pathways 
while connecting the major waterways 
in the region: Cypress Creek, Pillot Gully 
and Faulkey Gully. Golzarri said the plan 
will also study the connectivity of trails 
to neighborhoods as well as schools, Lone 
Star College–University Park, The Vintage 
and other commercial developments. 
Full story by Matt Stephens

LEGISLATURE PARKS

It is not legal to shoot off fireworks  
in the following areas:

Within 600 feet of a church, hospital, 
asylum, child care center, school or 
institution of higher education without 
authorization in writing from the  
organization

Within 100 feet of a place where  
fireworks are stored or sold

Inside a motor vehicle

Inside a building without a permit  
from the county fire marshal 

      Fireworks restrictions

when we were the suburbs and a rural area, 
but now our houses are built close together 
and most of the land is developed so it 
becomes dangerous for pets and homes.” 

The bill narrowly defines the definition 
of fireworks, primarily relating to missiles 
and fins and does not ban any professional 
fireworks displays.  

Full story by Marie Leonard

BETTER MEMORY CARE.  
BY DESIGN.
Autumn Leaves of The Woodlands provides a safe, secure environment  
for  those living with Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia.

Since memory care is all we do, you can rest assured that your loved one  
 is well taken care of and surrounded by specially trained professionals 
 that understand the demands and needs of our residents.
 

“We are so grateful to Autumn Leaves,  
our mother is loved and well cared for  
by an extraordinary group of people.”

– an Autumn Leaves family member

AUTUMN LEAVES OF THE WOODLANDS
10700 Montfair Blvd. | The Woodlands, TX  77382 | ID# 104378

(832) 764-5324  |  AutumnLeaves.com

CALL US TODAY TO SCHEDULE A TOUR.
(832) 764-5324
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the first time we have see [a down-
turn in the energy economy],” Sut-
ton said. “We know how to man-
age through difficult times, and 
what we have found is when the 
market turns down, people flock 
to quality [development].”

Economic development
By spring, Woodlands residents 

could see a multitude of new din-
ing options, as well as a new ame-
nity with the opening of Restau-
rant Row. The boardwalk-style 
dining district will feature up to 
seven new restaurants with Local 
Pour, Whiskey Cake and Escalan-
te’s likely opening this spring, Sut-
ton said.

The Development Company is 
also negotiating leases with Del 
Frisco’s Grille, Crave American 
Kitchen and Sushi Bar, California 
Pizza Kitchen and other similar 
restaurants.

“There are still a couple of spaces 
we are looking to fill,” Sutton said. 
“We want to get [Restaurant Row] 
filled with the right [restaurants] 
and the right menus to comple-
ment the others.”

Meanwhile the Village of Creek-
side Park Village Center will see 

several businesses open in the 
coming year, including Fielding’s 
Wood Grill, Crust Pizza Company 
and many service-oriented busi-
nesses. 

The Development Company  
is also continuing construction 
and planning of its Class A office 
buildings, including 3 Hughes 
Landing and 10 Waterway. Sutton 
said the Development Company 
hopes to secure a company that 
will lease significant office space 
in 10 Waterway before beginning 
construction.

“That’s a big 
building, and 
we want to get 
about 250,000 
square feet 
leased before 
we start construction,” he said.

Along with the Development 
Company, The Woodlands Area 
Economic Development Partner-
ship is charged with recruiting 
new businesses—and retaining 
existing businesses—to occupy the 
facilities that are built.

Gil Staley, CEO of the Economic 
Development Partnership, said 
despite the perceived economic 
downturn in the energy industry, 
which is represented by several 
major companies headquartered 
in The Woodlands, local job 

growth remains strong. 
“I anticipate [the number of 

jobs in The Woodlands] being up,” 
he said. “And that includes health 
care, where there is a lot of positive 
growth, and some energy com-
panies. At this point [the energy 
industry] has not yet been nega-
tively impacted. Six months from 
now it could change dramatically.”

Transportation and mobility
Last year saw significant ground-

work laid for improvements to the 

area’s transportation and mobility 
system. With rapid increases in 
resident and employee popula-
tions, as well as vehicles on the 
road, both Montgomery County 
and The Woodlands Township ini-
tiated studies that proposed possi-
ble solutions to the traffic problem.

This year, the county and town-
ship will look to take action on 
those recommendations. Mont-
gomery County is expected to 
seek voter approval this spring 
for a road bond for as much as  
$500 million, while the township 

will look to improve its transit sys-
tem and initiate a study into imple-
menting cycling lanes throughout 
the community.

“We have a very active [cycling] 
community, and a master bike plan 
would look at the existing thor-
oughfares in The Woodlands—
ones that are practical and ones 
that are impractical for bike travel,” 
said Bruce Tough, chairman of the 
township board of directors.

Tough said the township will 
also likely institute changes to 

its park and 
ride system 
to include 
new routes 
into parts of 
d o w n t o w n 
H o u s t o n , 

the Medical Center and Mid-
town. Transit changes could also 
include bringing employees from 
Houston-area locations into 
The Woodlands for work, which 
mobility planners refer to as a 
reverse commute.

“We have more people coming 
into The Woodlands than we have 
going out, so there is increased 
demand for a reverse commute,” 
Tough said.

In addition to changes to the 
transit system, The Woodlands 
Road Utility District No. 1 is 

planning several lane improve-
ments designed to enhance  
mobility throughout Town Center.

Robert Heineman, vice presi-
dent of planning for the Devel-
opment Company, said the most 
significant transportation project 
in the works is an overpass at Lake 
Woodlands Drive and Grogan’s 
Mill Road. Heineman said plans 
are being designed now for the 
project, and lane improvements at 
the intersection are underway.

Two other major transportation 
projects are expected to wrap up in 
the early part of the year: the long-
delayed widening of Woodlands 
Parkway, and the Hwy. 242 direct 
connector project.

The Texas Department of Trans-
portation expects the third west-
bound lane of Woodlands Park-
way, between Grogan’s Mill Road 
and East Panther Creek Drive, to 
open by Jan. 23. Construction on 
the two direct connectors at Hwy. 
242 and I-45 is expected to be 
complete in the first quarter of the 
year, according to PTP Transpor-
tation, the company managing the 
project.

Residential development
Tim Welbes, co-president of 

The Woodlands Development 
Company, said real estate market 

The Woodlands
Continued from | 1

“We’re so accustomed to seeing an overheated 
market that when we get back to a normal 
market, people will say it has slowed.”

—Tim Welbes, co-president of The Woodlands Development Company
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 Pony Rides and a Petting Zoo
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• Fun – Enjoy The Woodlands’ Award-Winning Rob Fleming 
 Park in the Village of Creekside Park.

Register at the event to win 
one of 5 seven-gallon native trees. 
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You must be present to win.
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January 24, 2015

10 am – 2 pm 
At Rob Fleming Park in

The Woodlands’ Village of Creekside Park
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factors, such as lowered interest 
rates, could positively affect the 
housing market in The Wood-
lands. For example, Welbes said 
buyers who were previously 
unable to buy homes and who are 
now living in apartments may find 
it easier to buy a home in 2015.

“We’re so accustomed to seeing 
an overheated market that when 
we get back to a normal market, 
people will say it has slowed,” he 
said. 

Welbes said The Wood-
lands has seen a recent increase 
in interest from employees of  
ExxonMobil, particularly in 
November and December. While 
The Woodlands is in the midst of 
completing its final residential vil-
lage, Creekside Park, Welbes said 
there remains about 1,600 to 2,000 
homes still to be built. 

There is a continued focus on 
multifamily apartment and condo-
miniums in Town Center, said Paul 
Layne, executive vice president of 
master-planned communities for 
the Howard Hughes Corporation, 
which owns The Woodlands.

“Our main focus is leasing two 
apartment complexes, Lake’s Edge 
and Millennium at Six Pines,” 
Layne said.

The Development Company is 
also considering the development 
of a high-rise condominium on 
Waterway Square, adjacent to The 
Westin, The Woodlands hotel that 
is under construction.

Sutton said the Development 
Company is studying the feasi-
bility of the condo tower and has 
seen strong interest from poten-
tial buyers.

“I would like to see something 
get going on that this year, but I 
don’t know that it will,” he said. 
“We’re not going to get ahead of 
the market.”

Creekside Park development–Liberty Branch is among the neighborhoods still being 
developed in the Village of Creekside Park. 

Lake’s Edge–Lake’s Edge is a 390-unit apartment complex scheduled to open this spring in 
Hughes Landing.

Town Center Condominium–The Woodlands Development Company is looking to construct a 
high-rise residential condominium at Waterway Square.

COMING SOON IN 2015
IMPROVED TRANSPORTATION

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT

Bicycle plan–The township, led by the ad hoc transportation committee, will begin 
compiling a comprehensive bicycle and pedestrian plan this year in hopes  
of implementing cycling lanes in future transportation projects. 

The Westin Hotel–The Westin The Woodlands will open a 302-room hotel in Waterway Square 
by the end of the year. 

Whole Foods–The natural food supermarket chain will open its first Woodlands location in 
Hughes Landing in the spring. 

Restaurant Row–The Hughes Landing project will see openings starting in the spring, with 
Local Pour, California Pizza Kitchen and Whiskey Cake as confirmed tenants. 

Transit Center–The Woodlands Township is planning to build a $5.5 million transit 
center adjacent to the Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion that could serve as a parking lot 
and transit hub for buses and trolleys.

Reworked bus routes/reverse commute–The Woodlands Township will redesign its 
park and ride bus route system to potentially include reverse commutes, more routes in 
Downtown Houston and the medical center, and to locations in The Woodlands, such as 
Lone Star College-Montgomery and area hospitals.

THE WOODLANDS 
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Embassy Suites–An Embassy Suites will open in late 2015 in Hughes Landing.

Pier 1 – Pier 1 will open this summer across from Whole Foods in Hughes Landing
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Taxes levied and collected on the 
year the Tax Increment Reinvestment 
Zone was created remain with the 
municipality, but as appraised value 
of the property in the TIRZ increases 
the remainder is instead dedicated 
to pay for TIRZ improvements. The 
improvements can include mobility 
projects and infrastructure installation 
within the zone boundaries. Sales tax 
increments can also be dedicated to 
the TIRZ.

Source: State of Texas Legislature

The TIRZ is one way a smaller city like Oak Ridge North can fund improvement projects and increase 
investment in areas targeted for further development.

TAX INCREMENT REINVESTMENT ZONE
The city of Oak Ridge North approved the 
creation of a Tax Increment Reinvestment 
Zone within the city and its extraterritorial 
jurisdiction Dec. 15 in order to draw 
investment and future businesses to the area.

WHAT IS A TAX INCREMENT REINVESTMENT ZONE?

WHAT CAN A  
MUNICIPALITY  

WITH A TAX INCREMENT 
REINVESTMENT  

ZONE DO?

Tax increments

Tax increment bonds

Public/private partnerships

A city may directly issue tax 
increment bonds themselves or 
create a local government corporation 
to manage the affairs of the TIRZ 
and issue bonds on its behalf. 
Proceeds from the tax increments 
can be pledged as security for a tax 
increment bond, which is then used 
to pay for TIRZ improvements in 
advance of the actual appraised value 
increase. Counties may not issue tax 
increment bonds.

The TIRZ can enter into an agreement 
with a private developer, for example, 
to build a TIRZ improvement. In 
this scenario, the developer agrees 
to build and pay for the cost of 
construction of the TIRZ improvement 
project and, in turn, the TIRZ agrees 
to reimburse the developer for the 
project costs. Typically the TIRZ 
reimburses a developer from tax 
increment bond proceeds.

Other taxing entities can also 
participate in the TIRZ, meaning 
that increments from their taxes in 
the area are also dedicated to local 
improvement projects. Oak Ridge 
North is seeking such a partnership 
from Montgomery County this year.

45

Map not to scale

10200 Grogan's Mill Road, Suite 340 | The Woodlands, TX | 77380 
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Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone
The TIRZ is a taxing district created 

by the ORN City Council to attract new 
investment in the city and its extrater-
ritorial jurisdiction. The TIRZ will help 
finance the cost of development in areas 
that would otherwise not attract sufficient 
market development. 

“All of the revenue that we generate from 
the TIRZ is going to help keep our taxes 
low for a long time,” Mayor James Kuyk-
endall said. “It will help the businesses by 
bringing more people. People will come in 
and stop in Oak Ridge North rather than 
going through [the city]. I think we have 
a lot to offer here. We are still one of the 
best-kept secrets north of Houston.”

The TIRZ caps property values at the value 
when the TIRZ is established, then any city 
property taxes collected on the increased 
property values, known as a tax increment, 
are put into the TIRZ fund. Those proceeds 
can only be used to fund improvements, 
such as roads and other infrastructure proj-
ects, in the TIRZ boundaries.

“[The TIRZ fund] is a savings account 
that we can use to build large projects, 
projects that are beyond the scope of what 
a city of our size could do independently, 
such as infrastructure, roads and drain-
age,” Economic Development Coordinator 

Oak Ridge North 
Continued from | 1

Susan Cates said. 
The city aims to capitalize on the 

demand for medium manufacturing facil-
ities in the area, along with drawing other 
high sales tax-yielding businesses to the 
city, Rudy said.

“There is a lot of demand right now for 
light to medium manufacturing in this 
area, spurred for many reasons, but pri-
marily because ExxonMobil moved to 
this area,” Rudy said. “We have one of the 
few areas available in south Montgomery 
County close to the I-45—and very close 
to ExxonMobil—for this kind of develop-
ment. A prime example is the Oak Ridge 
North Business Park.”

Now that the TIRZ has been established 
by City Council, the city is seeking a part-
nership with Montgomery County to utilize 
county tax increments as well, Rudy said.

“We have to sell this project and show 
the benefit of it to the county because it 
is not something the county does every 
day. It is a big decision on their part and 
our part,” Rudy said. “It is a big deal for 
the city because it is one of the few ways 
we can help the area develop in a positive 
manner for us and for the county.”

The city expects a partnership proposal 
for the TIRZ to be brought to Montgom-
ery County Commissioners Court in early 
2015, Rudy said. Montgomery County 
Precinct 3 Commissioner James Noack 
declined to comment on the proposal.

Branding initiatives
The city will also continue branding its 

identity in an effort to create a sense of com-
munity, which could in turn appeal to future 
businesses and residents, Rudy said. The 
branding signs could include the city name, 
a new logo and other design elements.

The city partnered with Burditt Con-
sultants LLC in November to create its 
branding program and will implement the 
designs over a course of about five years 
as projects are completed over time, Rudy 
said. 

“I believe before next fall we will have 
the first of those signs start to show up in 
the city. That is going to be really excit-
ing—you will know you are in Oak Ridge 
North,” Rudy said.

Creating a sense of place and identity 
can also be an economic development tool 
for the city, Rudy said.

“It impacts who opens a business, it 
impacts who lives there and what the 
home values are,” Rudy said. “It is an eco-
nomic development tool in many, many 
ways.”

Thoroughfare plan
The city will also begin to develop a 

thoroughfare plan once the Houston-
Galveston Area Council mobility study—
which was commissioned by Montgomery 
County to study and recommend mobil-
ity improvements in south Montgomery 
County—is completed and approved.

The H-GAC mobility study will be 
used as a foundation for mobility projects 
within the city, Kuykendall said, and is 
necessary to coordinate with other Mont-
gomery County mobility improvement 
projects and plans in the area. 

“Mobility issues are something that we 
are going to have to continue working on 
with the county to ensure that we can help 
the bond issue pass and improve our roads 
and also have Robinson Road improve-
ments taken care of,” Kuykendall said. 
“Mobility is a big issue for us.”

The thoroughfare plan would be the first 
for the city and would help future business 
owners strategically purchase tracts of 
land along planned roads, Rudy said.

“We haven’t had [a thoroughfare plan] in 
the past,” she said. “So this is a wonderful 

vehicle for us to do some real forward think-
ing and planning for this vast amount of 
property out here that has no access.” 

Once future roads from the thorough-
fare plan are constructed, Cates said, busi-
ness owners could benefit from improved 
mobility throughout the city because the 
approximately 3,100-resident base in Oak 
Ridge North alone is not enough to sup-
port city businesses.

“Having a thoroughfare plan that makes 
sure that we are holistically looking at the 
best mobility issues for our community 
into the future is absolutely going to be a 
positive,” Cates said.

She said a thoroughfare plan could 
allow trucks to more easily make deliv-
eries to local businesses and allow retail 
establishments to get customers in and out 
on a regular basis. 

Water delivery projects
While the San Jacinto River Authority 

began water delivery pipeline construction 
in Oak Ridge North in 2014, city residents 
living in the Maplewood Drive area will 
begin to see construction in their neighbor-
hood beginning in 2015. The pipelines will 
deliver Lake Conroe surface water to the city 
in order to comply with Lone Star Ground-
water Conservation District groundwater 
use reduction mandates.

The project is a part of the SJRA 
Groundwater Reduction Plan project that 
has been ongoing through much of the 
county, and it is expected to be complete 
in time to begin delivering water to resi-
dents in the summer, SJRA spokeswoman 
Ronda Trow said.

“It should take us from January approxi-
mately six months to complete the proj-
ect,” Trow said. “Once the pipeline is laid, 
there could be some restoration that needs 
to be complete.”

While the SJRA seeks to minimize the 
effect the construction has on area residents,  
some disruptions to Maplewood Drive 
residents, Robinson Road traffic, and other 
nearby roads may occur, Trow said. 

When a Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone is established, the appraised value of property in 
the zone is locked in as a “base value.” As property values increase in that area, the difference 
from new values and the base value are considered the “tax increment,” which is used to fund 
development projects in the area. 

For more information visit impactnews.com
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All prices plus TT&L Pictures and colors for illustration only. 1) w/Approved Credit, Dealer Contribution May Effect Final Negotiated Price. Payments deferred til April 2015. 2), 3) 75 Month Chase Bank Financing,  3.9% APR 20% Down and 
1st Month Payment of 2) $293.41 3) 196.44, + TT&L, With Approved Credit. Some applicable rebates/ incentives may change due to rebate/incentive changes made by manufacturer after release of publication of this ad.

NEW 2014 HYUNDAI 
SANTA FE 

SPORT
Several To 

Choose

$21,911 $288.12Mo2 $17,954 $199Mo

NEW 2015 HYUNDAI 
ELANTRA 

4DR

3

NEW 2015 HYUNDAI 
SONATA

Several To Choose

$19,475

$29,740
NEW 2014 HYUNDAI 

GENESIS SEDAN
Several To Choose

Sale Price $32,240 Less $2500 Factory Rebate

Several To 
Choose

Sale Price $22,911 Less $1000 Factory Rebate

Sale Price $20,975 Less $1000 HMA Bonus Cash, Less $500 Holiday Cash

WIES_14166.10x2.94.IMPACT.HYUNDAI.Jan.indd   1 12/16/2014   9:15:00 AM
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Convenient to New Village Center 
Oversized Home Sites Available • Resort-Style Amenities

Wooded Overlook
From the Low $600s • (281) 255-0299

Coronet Ridge
From the Low $700s • (281) 516-0899

The Estates at Blairs Way
From the Mid-$800s • (281) 516-0899

Creekside Park – It Just Keeps Getting Better!

Visit Today - Tour Models & Quick Delivery Homes!

Come
Home to

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confi rm 
applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 & 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders. Professional Builder Magazine.

Five-Time Texas Builder of the Year!* TollBrothers.com/CITW

Coming Soon! Woodson’s Reserve - Magnolia Ridge & Sycamore Heights
Luxury Single-Family Homes Located Along the Future Grand Parkway! (855) 289-8656

HUFSMITH RD.
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Exit 77

and in this area all of the boundar-
ies are set.” 

What that leaves is development 
potential within the city’s already 
established limits, such as residen-
tial and economic projects, which 
are occurring at a rapid pace. 
Smith said the city has prepared 
itself for its current growth.

“We are in great shape when it 
comes to our infrastructure,” he 
said. 

Residential development 
There is a projected population 

increase in the number of fami-
lies moving to Shenandoah, Smith 
said, and the city is preparing for 
upcoming residential develop-
ments, including 240 houses and 
an apartment complex with 350 
units. 

Four single-family housing 
projects are underway, which 
include developments by three 
builders with four subdivisions to 
construct. 

Gracepoint Homes has two 
projects, which include a total of 
106 houses, breaking ground in 
the city, Marion and Lily. Smith 
said the infrastructure is complete 
for Gracepoint Homes to begin 

Shenandoah
Continued from | 1

construction. 
“Streets, drainage, water, [and] 

dry utilities are finishing up, and 
[builders] will start construction 
in 2015,” he said. 

Brooks Valls, Gracepoint 
Homes vice president of sales 
and marketing, said Shenandoah 
was picked for Gracepoint’s two 
developments because it is ide-
ally situated. 

“Marion and Lily offer fast 
access to I-45 and locations like 
the ExxonMobil campus and are 
just minutes from shopping and 
entertainment in The Woodlands,” 
Valls said. 

Boulevard Green by Pelican 
Builders comprises of 92 lots 
located at Green Boulevard and 
Vision Park Boulevard. Pelican 
Builders completed the streets, 
water and sewer infrastructure 
in late 2014, Smith said. 

Pelican Builders Vice President 
Derek Darnell said his company 
chose Shenandoah because it is 
close to The Woodlands. 

“There’s a lot of demand for 
people to move to be as close to 
The Woodlands as possible,” he 
said. “There happened to be a lot 
of land available, and of course the 
city officials were great to work 
with, and it all came together.” 

Darnell said that by February 

the main entrance to the commu-
nity will be built and the subdivi-
sion will begin to take shape. 

“Reserve at Grogan’s Mill” by 
David Weekley Homes is at Gro-
gan’s Mill Road and Sonoma 
Court. Smith said DWH will 
likely complete the development 
in 2015. 

In early 2015, Buckhead Invest-
ment Partners will begin building 
Woodlofts Apartments at David 
Vetter Boulevard and I-45. Smith 
said the increased residential 
development in Shenandoah will 
have a far-reaching effect on the 
city’s economy.

“Not only is [residential devel-
opment] helping the city directly 
with the value of the housing, it 
will also help the city exponen-
tially because those families will be 
shopping in Shenandoah’s stores, 
eating in Shenandoah restaurants 
and investing in the overall com-
munity,” Smith said.

Transportation
Shenandoah will be keeping an 

eye on the results of the potential 
Montgomery County road bond 
referendum proposed for May. 
Two local projects hinge on the 
passage of the bond. 

One transportation project 
includes the widening of Tamina 

Road from I-45 to David Memo-
rial Drive and from David Memo-
rial Drive eastward. The eastward 
plan includes an overpass over the 
Union Pacific rail line to alleviate 
traffic, Smith said. 

In addition, the city is looking 
to extend David Memorial Drive 
to Hwy. 242. Smith said the exten-
sion would allow drivers to enter 
Shenandoah off of Hwy. 242 with-
out having to get onto I-45, easing 
congestion on I-45 and the I-45 
feeder road. The city is now work-
ing to purchase the land on which 
the extension will be built. 

Smith said a third transporta-
tion project slated for Shenandoah 
is the installation of new signal 
lights on the Research Forest Drive 
corridor in Shenandoah, at the 
two intersections at the I-45 feeder 
road—north and southbound. The 
new lights are not dependent on 
the bond. 

Economic growth 
Four hotels and one restaurant 

have already broken ground or 
will begin construction shortly in 
Shenandoah, Smith said.

Holiday Inn Hotel and Suites, 
located at 19333 David Memorial 
Drive, broke ground Dec. 12. The 
153-room hotel is expected to be 
complete in January 2016. 

MAINTAINING FORESTATION  
IN THE FACE OF DEVELOPMENT

A Tree City for the past seven years, Shenandoah is determined to stay a Tree City.

According to the Arbor Day Foundation and the National Association of State Foresters, 
in order to earn a Tree City designation, the city must: 

 Have a tree protection ordinance which assigns responsibility for public tree care

 Employ a tree board who make decisions about trees

 Spend at least $2 per person for tree planting, removal and care 

 Host an Arbor Day celebration

The city also has a strict 50 percent canopy coverage ordinance. Canopy coverage 
includes the crown of the tree, the branches and leaves. To ensure compliance, 
developers must submit landscaping plans for review, which include the number of 
trees being removed in construction and the replanting that will occur. The completed 
development undergoes an inspection to verify 50 percent canopy compliance. 
Source: city of Shenandoah
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The map below shows the locations of five residential 
projects, four hotel projects, one restaurant and three 
transportation projects that are either underway or due to 
begin construction in Shenandoah in 2015.
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TRANSPORTATION

Staybridge Suites, located at 
19359 David Memorial Drive, will 
begin construction in February 
while Cambria Inn and Suites in 
the 1900 block of David Memorial 
Drive is anticipated to begin con-
struction in May. Home2 Suites at 
223 David Vetter Blvd. will be fully 
developed in 2015. 

Smith said Shenandoah is prime 
real estate for hotel development 
because of the city’s low price rela-
tive to The Woodlands.

“It is less expensive to oper-
ate a business in Shenandoah,” 
Smith said. “Our land cost is less 
expensive than The Woodlands. 
We don’t have any special district 
taxes—MUD [municipal utility 
district] taxes, road utility taxes— 
so that goes into being a lower cost 
to develop in Shenandoah as well 
as the water rates which are going 
to be even a bigger issue. Hotels are 
heavy water users.” 

Smith said other hotels and res-
taurants are in the process of being 
developed as well. 

“There are several [projects] 
planned but we are unable to 
announce those due to leases and 
to [contracts] not being signed,” 
Smith said. 

1  A 44-home development by 
Gracepoint Homes called 

Marion is at the intersection of 
yet-to-be-built Marion Place and 
Vision Park Boulevard. Infrastructure 
is complete, and construction will 
begin in 2015. 

2  A 92-home development by 
Pelican Builders called 

Boulevard Green is located at 
yet-to-be-built Green and Vision Park 
boulevards. Infrastructure will be 
completed in 2014, and construction 
will begin in 2015. 

3  A 62-home development by 
Gracepoint Homes called Lily 

is at the intersection of yet-to-be-
built Lily Park Place and Wellman 
Road. Infrastructure is complete, and 
construction will begin in 2015. 

4 A 42-home development by 
David Weekley Homes, 

Reserve at Grogan’s Mill, is at 
Grogan’s Mill and yet-to-be-built 
Sonoma. Development will likely be 
completed in 2015.

5 An apartment complex called 
Woodlofts will feature 

300-350 units in two buildings. 
Construction will begin in early 2015. 

SHENANDOAH 
DEVELOPMENT

6 Construction on Holiday Inn, 
19333 David Memorial Drive, 

began Dec. 12. The 153-room hotel is 

due to be complete in January 2016. 

7  Construction on Staybridge 
Suites, 19359 David 

Memorial Drive, will begin in 
February. 

8 Cambria Inn and Suites will 
be located on the 1900 block 

of David Memorial Drive. 
Construction will begin in May 2016. 

9 Home2 Suites at 223 David 
Vetter Blvd. will be complete 

by the end of the year. 

10  Pappasito’s Cantina will be 
located next to Pappadeaux 

Seafood Kitchen, north of 18165 I-45 
S., Conroe. The restaurant will open 
in 2015. 

11 A project to widen Tamina 
Road from I-45 to David 

Memorial Drive hinges on the result 
of a road bond referendum this year. 

12  A project to extend David 
Memorial Drive to Hwy. 242 

also depends on passage of the 2015 
bond referendum by Montgomery 
County voters. 

13   New signal technology on 
Research Forest Drive 

corridor in Shenandoah will be added 
at the two intersections at I-45’s 
feeder road—north- and 
southbound. This project will begin in 
2015 if the road bond is approved.

For more information visit impactnews.com

The map shows the locations of five residential projects, 
four hotel projects, one restaurant and three transportation 
projects that are either underway or due to begin construction 
in Shenandoah in 2015.
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Benders Landing is located near the 
Hardy Toll Road and five minutes from the 
ExxonMobil campus. The community offers 
one- to two-acre homesites with waterfront 
or wooded views, a resort-style pool as well 
as walking trails with several parks. Benders 
Landing also features four large lakes, which 
allow fishing from canoes or paddleboats.

REAL ESTATE

Benders Landing, 77386

28315 Whispering Maple Way $1,260,000

6-7 Bedroom / 6 full and 2 half baths 6,838 sq. ft. 
Agent: Christine Richards
Keller Williams Realty  281-364-1588

27615 N. Colt Shadow   $498,458

3 Bedroom / 2 full and 1 half bath 2,965 sq. ft.
Agent: Beverly Simms
Trendmaker Homes  281-675-3200

27814 Newport  $724,000

3 Bedroom / 3 full and 1 half baths 4,333 sq. ft.
Agent: Beverly Bradley
Weekley Properties   800-758-3238

27357 Shady Hills   $989,000

4 Bedroom / 4 full and 1 half bath 5,356 sq. ft.
Agent: Nancy Hurlbut
Daybreak Properties  281-759-8383

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 1/6/15

Square footage: 1,997–6,975

Home values: $302,000–$1.9 million

Amenities: Four lakes, resort-style pool, walking 
trails, parks

Schools: Birnham Woods Elementary, Broadway 
Elementary, Cox Intermediate, Ford Elementary, 
Kaufman Elementary, Vogel Intermediate, York 
Junior High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

Conroe ISD  1.2850 
Montgomery County  0.4838 
Montgomery County ESD No. 8  0.0960 
Montgomery County Hospital  0.0727 
North Harris County Junior College  0.1160 
Total (per $100 value) 2.0535

69

Homes on 
the market*

$15,900

Median annual 
property taxes

$709,900

Median 
home value

137

Average days 
on the market*

13

Homes under 
contract*

$166.38

Median price 
per square foot

Market Data
On the market  (November 2014)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or less 3/61 — — — 5/103 3/13 5/37

$150,000–$199,999 12/82 2/22 — 2/93 14/60 26/53 2/61

$200,000–$299,999 14/60 22/57 16/56 22/63 29/72 68/65 34/78

$300,000–$399,999 5/59 17/39 33/63 31/55 15/121 53/85 51/93

$400,000–$499,999 7/109 15/67 17/47 21/77 7/97 19/143 37/103

$500,000–$599,999 7/67 13/82 15/160 5/86 2/39 13/104 123/87

$600,000–$799,999 10/246 18/268 15/208 4/378 2/117 36/220 50/254

$800,000–$999,999 6/350 7/84 16/270 1/22 — 17/297 26/338

$1 million + 20/143 14/101 38/172 1/33 1/108 4/224 56/149

Price 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

Median price of homes sold Dec. 2013 vs.  Dec. 2014

Market Data provided by 
Haley Garcia

Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

77385

77386

77384

77381

7738077389

77382

1488

45

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

heritagetexas.com

8803 Scenic Green Dr.
Magnolia | $975,000

62 W. TapeSTry park cir.
The Woodlands | $550,000

28422 ShininG creek Ln.
spring | $385,000

For more information on these listings call:
HALEY GARCIA
Broker associaTe

281.701.6174
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print


