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Officials exploring options to prevent overcrowding

Montgomery County seeks 
to alleviate jail population

By David Pollan
Montgomery County Jail is at 

risk of overcrowding and needs 
additional space to house its ever-
increasing population—bringing 
to the forefront jail expansion 
options to address the strain of a 
surging inmate populace.

For the past year—aware that 
the 1,253-bed jail was facing over-
crowding issues based on projec-
tions showing a need for 1,350 
beds by 2014 and 2,200 beds by 
2034—the county has explored 
ways to help quell the inmate pop-
ulation through its jail expansion 
committee. Montgomery County 
Commissioners Court formed 
the committee—composed of 
commissioners, officials from the 
sheriff ’s  office, district attorney’s 

office, court administration and 
other county officials—in 2013 
to begin the process of examining 
ways to expand a jail system near-
ing its maximum capacity, said 
Craig Doyal, Precinct 2 commis-
sioner and committee member.

“The committee went through a 
lengthy process to look at options 
to try and keep the jail from over-
crowdintg,” Doyal said. “Not only 
did the committee look at options 
for increasing jail space by either 
expanding and renovating the 
current jail or building a new jail 
facility, it also looked at ways to 
improve the criminal courts.”

County officials said the increase 
in the jail population stems largely 
from an uptick in felony case 

See Jail | 68

The county jail has been listed as 
at risk by the Texas Commission on 
Jail Standards due to overcrowding.

73.2% Pretrial

15.9% Convicted

2.4% Other

1.7% Bench warrants

1.9% Parole violators

3.1% Convicted, sentenced to county jail

1.8% Convicted, SJF sentenced to penitentiary

INMATE POPULATION

1,253
Maximum inmate 
capacity at Montgomery 
County Jail

1,110
Current inmate 
population at 
Montgomery County 
Jail as of Aug. 1, 2014 

1,125
Suggested maximum 
inmate population at 
Montgomery County 
Jail set by TCJS

 MONTGOMERY COUNTY JAIL CAPACITY AT 89%

POPULATION:  

1,110
Source: Texas Commission on Jail Standards

Property tax rate decrease is largest in community’s history

Township budget includes tax rate 
cut, more police hires, new buses

By Brian Walzel
The Woodlands Township’s 2014–15 fiscal 

year budget includes the community’s most 
dramatic property tax cut ever, along with 
$118.9 million in expenses that include new 
ventures into transportation, law enforcement 
and community services. 

The plan, approved Aug. 21 by the township 
board of directors, includes a 15 percent cut 
in property taxes for Woodlands homeowners, 
from $0.2940 cents per $100 of property valu-
ation in fiscal year 2013–14 to $0.25 in fiscal 
year 2014–15. The township’s fiscal year begins 
Oct. 1 and runs through Sept. 30. 

Township President Don Norrell said 
increases in sales and use tax as well as hotel 
occupancy tax collections resulted in the 
property tax rate cut.

“This was a very unusual year,” he said. “I 
don’t think many communities will ever see 
this, and we may never see this again. But it all 
came together in 2014.”

Property tax rate
Township Financial Director Monique 

Sharp said the governing body typically aims 
to set the township’s property tax rate to the 
effective tax rate established by Montgomery 
County Tax-Assessor Collector J.R. Moore, 
which results in homeowners paying about the 
same tax bill each year. 

“This year, we went even lower, and people 
will see a real savings,” Sharp said. “Every-
body will.”

The average home value in The Woodlands 
in 2014 is $365,904. Based on that value, a 
homeowner’s tax bill in 2015 will be $915, $73 
less than under the fiscal year 2013–14 tax rate 
when the average home value was $336,000.

As has been the case in recent years, prop-
erty tax revenue makes up less than half of 
the township’s total revenue. Of the $121 mil-
lion the township is projected to earn in fis-
cal year 2014–15, property taxes will account 
for 34 percent of that amount. Sales tax, 

See Township budget | 70

Property Tax RateProperty Tax Rate

Since its creation in 2010, The 
Woodlands Township has lowered 
its property tax rate each year. For 
fiscal year 2014–15, the township has 
implemented its largest tax cut ever— 
from $0.2940 per $100 of valuation to 
$0.25—a 15 percent decrease.
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© 2014 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. Ranking based on U.S.News &World Report Best Children’s Hospitals 2014-2015. MPR1028_060414

Texas Children’s Hospital, a Texas original for 60 years,

Is ranked fourth in the nation and best in the southwest.

We’re changing the face of pediatric medicine

By providing the best care for our patients,

No matter where they hang their hat.

Look for us in Houston.

You won’t find us anywhere else.

Only in Texas.

MPR1028_Woodlands_WCIN_Layout 1  6/5/14  3:49 PM  Page 1
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$3,549,000  Main Home 6,500 Sq. Ft.  6 br 6 full and 2 half baths 
Guest House 3,550 Sq. Ft. 2 full baths / Double lot with 10 car garage  

Carlton Woods

Woodgrove O�ce Park  /   25329 Budde Rd.    /   From 1225 sq ft to 4900 sq ft

$644,500          7 N Meadowmist Cir, �e Woodlands
Single Family Homes, 4 Beds, 3 Full & 1 Half Bath(s)

For Sale / Lease
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FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
As the saying goes, 

time marches on.
My wife thought I was 

crazy when I came out of 
an enjoyable three-year 
retirement 2 1/2 years 
ago to get back into a 
field that is truly a great 
passion of mine—the 
newspaper industry. 

While some say that 
this industry is dying, 
that newspapers are 

losing readers and advertisers are turning to electronic 
and online media, Community Impact Newspaper is 
different. We are growing at breakneck speed. We have 
deviated from what we see as a broken model. Instead of 
putting all of our resources and focus on online news, 
we focus on hyper-local information and primarily on 
print. Our internal slogan is “Print Ain’t Dead.”

We know that people still need more information 
than ever about what is happening in their local com-
munities: In three years The Woodlands edition has 
grown from 24 to 80 pages. Our product is successful 

because of a dedicated, talented and passionate staff that 
lives and breathes local news. We talk to readers and 
local businesses throughout The Woodlands and south 
Montgomery County about what they want and need to 
know about the happenings in their neighborhoods. 

Our commitment to direct-mail just less than 77,000 
newspapers to every home, apartment and business 
monthly is based on our belief that everyone deserves to 
know what is happening in their own backyard. 

This month we are starting our fourth year of pub-
lication in The Woodlands. Many people tell us they 
love our newspaper, some of whom have kept all 36 
issues, and most say they read it cover to cover. We are 
thankful to our readers and advertisers who continue to 
support our efforts within the community.

You can be confident that Community Impact  
Newspaper will remain committed to bringing you the 
local, useful news that is important to you and your 
family’s daily lives.

Jim Pollard
GENERAL MANAGER

jpollard@impactnews.com

PUBLISHERS AND FOUNDERS

John and Jennifer Garrett
PUBLISHER - HOUSTON METRO

Jason Culpepper
GENERAL MANAGER

Jim Pollard, jpollard@impactnews.com
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About us
John and Jennifer Garrett began Community Impact 

Newspaper in 2005 in Pflugerville, Texas. The company’s 
mission is to build communities of informed citizens 

and thriving businesses through the collaboration of a 
passionate team. Now, with 17 markets in the Austin, 

Houston and Dallas/Fort Worth metro areas, the paper is 
distributed to more than 1 million homes and businesses.

Contact us
8400 N. Sam Houston Parkway W., Ste. 220

Houston, TX 77064 • 281-469-6181
impactnews.com
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

How should Montgomery County 
manage the issue of overcrowding at its 
jail facility?

  Expand and renovate the current facility

  Construct a new jail facility at a different location

  Add more criminal courts to keep cases moving

  Send inmates to be housed at other counties jails

  Implement less aggressive arrest policy

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

What concerns you the most about 
recent development projects in The 
Woodlands area?

Increased traffic 

  44.66% 

Too many trees being cut down/not enough green space  

  30.40% 

Potential crime increases  

  13.11% 

Other

 6%

Population increases

  5.83%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 8/14/14–9/4/14

Turn on FOX 26 NEWS,  
download the MyFoxHouston app, 
log on to www.myfoxhouston.com 
for more local news with IMPACT.

© 2014 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. NO REPRODUCTION OF ANY 
PORTION OF THIS ISSUE IS ALLOWED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM THE PUBLISHER.
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Bluejack National is a modern interpretation of a classic private club and community. Designed for modern 

families and discerning professionals, Bluejack National provides elegant, casual living in a world-class setting.

To learn more about membership or real estate opportunities, 
V I S I T  B L U E J A C K N A T I O N A L . C O M O R  C A L L  8 6 6 . 8 1 0 . 5 8 8 5

4 4 3 0  S .  F M 1 4 8 6   |   M O N T G O M E R Y,  T X  7 7 3 1 6

I’ve never seen land with this kind of
movement in Texas. We have a rare 
opportunity at Bluejack National to 
create a private club and community 
experience unlike any other. – TIGER WOODS”

“

All amenities are proposed and are subject to change. No portion of Bluejack is currently being offered for sale or lease. These materials are provided for information purposes only and
are not intended to be an offer to sell nor a solicitation of offers to buy or lease real estate at Bluejack. Developer is only accepting non-binding reservations at this time. No sale or lease
of real estate may occur at this time.

IN T ROD UC ING :

BJ Tiger 10x12.25 NEWS_.  8/19/14  9:48 AM  Page 1
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BROKERAGE

DEVELOPMENT

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

INVESTMENTS  

THE LOCAL EXPERTS
Exceptional Service Through Speed, Skill and Stewardship

Providing Woodlands Area Companies with Commercial Real Estate Services for Over 18 Years
To work with Cypressbrook Company        cypressbrook.com  |  281.634.1777
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NEW SHIPMENT OF 
TURKISH, OUSHAKS AND CONTEMPORARY RUGS IN SOFT COLORS. 

HURRY IN FOR BEST SELECTIONS!

NEW SHIPMENT OF 
TURKISH, OUSHAKS AND CONTEMPORARY RUGS IN SOFT COLORS. 

HURRY IN FOR BEST SELECTIONS!

Like us on facebook www.woodlandsruggallery.com

such as scratch-made tacos, adobe-braised 
pork shank and fried red snapper. Open 
for lunch, happy hour and dinner, La 
Bikina also features margaritas and hand-
crafted cocktails. 281-419-1985.  
www.labikinausa.com 

5  Nordstrom opened its second Greater 
Houston-area location Sept. 5 in The 
Woodlands at 1201 Lake Woodlands 
Drive. The store offers luxury clothing and 
shoes for men, women and children along 
with handbags, accessories and cosmetics. 

Now Open

1  America’s ER Medical Center 
opened its first location July 28 at 32784 
FM 2978, offering a wide range of health 
care and medical services. The location 
offers pediatric and adult urgent care 
services 24/7 along with outpatient 
imaging and laboratory services, physicals, 
immunizations, health screenings and 
routine blood tests. America’s ER also 
offers select primary care services.  
281-789-3400. www.americaser.com 

2  Corner Bakery Cafe opened 
Sept. 1 at 2415 Research Forest Drive, 
The Woodlands. The fast-casual restaurant 
is open for breakfast, lunch and dinner 
and serves items such as buttermilk 
pancakes, paninis and salads along with 
hand-roasted coffee and desserts from the 
bakery. 832-426-4716.  
www.cornerbakerycafe.com 

3  Grub Burger Bar opened a new 
location in The Woodlands in late August 
at 2417 Research Forest Drive, Ste. A. The 

restaurant offers a variety of Angus beef 
burgers with unique toppings, such as the 
Lockhart Legend and the Ghost burgers. 
Customers can also find alternatives to 
beef burgers such as the ground chickpea 
and eggplant burger or the hand-chopped 
ahi yellowfin tuna burger along with other 
snacks and shakes. 281-907-9001.  
www.grubburgerbar.com 

4  La Bikina opened Aug. 29 at 
4223 Research Forest Drive, offering 
contemporary Mexican-inspired dishes 
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Fieldings Wood Grill celebrates its anniversary in 
September at 1699 Research Forest Drive. 

15
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The location also features a restaurant on-
site that offers salads, full entrees, cocktails 
and wine. 832-562-4880.    
shop.nordstrom.com

6  O3zone Therapy Services opened in 
The Woodlands April 1 at 2219 Sawdust 
Road, Ste. 503. The steam sauna/oxygen 
spa is an alternative medicine outlet that 
helps customers cleanse their bodies with 
detoxification, weight loss and recovery 
by targeting unnatural components in the 
human body. The 1,800-square-foot facility 
features three treatment rooms. 
832-616-3133. www.o3zone.biz 

7  Schlumberger Oilfield Services 
opened a new sales office in The 
Woodlands at the McKesson building, 
10101 Woodloch Forest Drive, Ste. 500. 
The sales office opened Aug. 1 with 82 
offices and features a digital technology 
theater designated for client engagement 
events and training. Schlumberger is a lead 
supplier of technology, integrated project 
management and information solutions for 
customers in the oil and gas industry. 
281-765-5000. www.slb.com 

8  Catering company Healthy Enough 
Foods opened in its new location at 
26803 Hanna Road, Oak Ridge North, 
on Sept. 1. Owners Devon and Shannon 
Jacobs specialize in corporate catering 
and individual or family prepackaged, 
high-protein and low-fat foods. Customers 
can select from items such as wraps, 
sandwiches, soups, salads and other 
entrees. 855-443-3663. 
www.healthyenoughfoods.com 

9  The Shape of Behavior, an applied 
behavior analysis clinic, opened at 26315 
Oak Ridge Drive in June. The clinic works 
with children who have autism, bipolar 
disorder, Down syndrome and other 
disabilities on the autism spectrum by 
providing one-on-one therapy to prepare 
them to enter public school. The Shape 
of Behavior also offers parent training 
and sibling support groups from its new 
location in The Woodlands. 832-358-2655. 
www.shapeofbehavior.com

10  PMI of The Woodlands opened in 
July at 33300 Egypt Lane, Ste. K500. 
The property-management franchise 
offers services such as tenant acquisition, 
background checks, rent collection and 
maintenance supervision to residential, 
retail and commercial property owners.  
281-259-9428.  
www.pmiofthewoodlands.com 

 Coming Soon

11  Peek Kids will open Sept. 18 in Market 
Street at 9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 450, 
The Woodlands. The California-based 
company offers contemporary clothing, 
accessories, shoes and gifts for girls and 
boys in sizes 0–14. The new clothing store 
will be the company’s third location in 
Texas. 281-907-8741. www.peekkids.com 

12  Royall Oaks Canine Retreat will open 
in November at 19135 Oak Canyon Drive. 
The family-owned business will offer cage-
free boarding services that are custom-
suited to each individual dog. Co-owners 
Beth, Sam, Justin and Nicole Royall have 
nearly 50 years of combined experience 
working with dogs. 713-452-0987 

13  Pier 1 Imports will open a new 
location across from the planned Whole 
Foods Market in Hughes Landing along 
Lake Woodlands in Summer 2015. The 
store features an assortment of home 
accessories such as candles, vases, 
upholstered furniture, hand-carved 
armoires and wall decor. www.pier1.com

14  Gino’s East is bringing Chicago 
deep-dish pizza to The Woodlands with 
a restaurant scheduled to open by the end 
of the year at 25657 I-45. The restaurant 
features deep-dish pizza, thin-crust pizza, 
calzones, salads and craft beers.  
www.ginoseast.com

Anniversaries

15  Fieldings Wood Grill is celebrating its 
one-year anniversary in September at 1699 
Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands. 
Fieldings Wood Grill showcases a menu 

with a diverse selection of burgers, steaks, 
salads, sandwiches and desserts. The 
Woodlands location also features a full bar. 
832-616-3275. www.fieldings.com 

16  Pallotta’s Italian Grill celebrates its 
20th anniversary at 27606 N. I-45 N. on 
Sept. 12. Owner Phil Nicosia plans to 
celebrate by giving away $20 gift cards 
every 20 minutes and is making special 
T-shirts and koozies for the celebration. 
The full-service Italian restaurant is open 
for lunch and dinner and features a variety 
of pasta dishes and pizza, a full bar and 
homemade desserts. 281-364-9555.  
www.pallottasitaliangrill.com 

17  The Montgomery County Memorial 
Library System’s South Regional Branch 
Library celebrates its 20th anniversary 
Sept. 13 at 2101 Lake Robbins Drive, 
The Woodlands. The event features a 
panel of community speakers and light 
refreshments, and visitors will also have 
the opportunity through September to 
purchase an adopt-a-book for the library’s 
collection. 936-788-8377.  
www.countylibrary.org 

Relocation

18  Professional tax and accounting firm 
The Strong Firm has relocated to 1790 
Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 200, from 
Waterway Plaza. The Woodlands-based 
firm offers tax advice and consulting 
services, including entity planning and 
formation for small businesses and clients. 
The company also prepares tax returns for 
individuals, corporations and nonprofit 
organizations. 281-288-1788.  
www.astrongcpa.com 

19  Arbor Music relocated in June to 
a new location with more parking and 
teaching space at 33311 Bear Branch Lane 
from 33219 Egypt Lane. The business 
offers guitar, piano, violin, drum and bass 
lessons for children and adults and sells 
guitars, accessories and print music. Arbor 
Music also rents out band and orchestra 
instruments. 281-259-5585.  
www.arbormusic.com News or questions about The Woodlands? 

email wdlnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Connor Hyde and Marie Leonard

La Bikina serves contemporary Mexican-inspired 
dishes from its new Woodlands location. 

 4

Pier 1 Imports will open a new store in Hughes 
Landing next summer across from Whole Foods. 
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Arbor Music moved to a new location during the 
summer with more parking and teaching space. 
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FREDHAASTOYOTA.COM  •  OPEN SUNDAY 10AM - 8PM  •  713-358-4500

35 MPG

NEW 2014.5 TOYOTA CAMRY L  OVER 300 CAMRYS
TO CHOOSE

3

37 MPGNEW 2014 TOYOTA COROLLA L 5

31 MPG

$21,777

NEW 2014 TOYOTA RAV4 LE 2WD

 SEVERAL TO CHOOSE

 SEVERAL
TO CHOOSE

4

OR

0%
APR

(1) Based on Toyota Motor Sales New Truck Retail Delivery Reports for Year 2013. (2) #1 in Texas (GST) total retail sales ‘06-‘13 YTD by the Cross Sell Statewide Dealer Summary. (3) 2014.5 Camry L Mdl #2514, Stk #3376, MSRP $23,300, $2000 TMS/GST Rebate,  $2523 FHT Discount. Example 2014 Camry 
LE Mdl #2532, Stk #5713, $26,163 MSRP, $6000 FHT Discount. (4) RAV4 LE 2WD Model #4430, Stk #0175, MSRP $24,715, $1000 TMS/GST Rebate, $1938 FHT Discount. (5)  2014 Corolla L Manual Mdl #1831 Sedan, Stk #8354, MSRP $17,675, $500 GST/TMS Rebate, $2398 FHT Discount. 2014 Corolla L 
Auto Mdl #1832, Stk #2730, MSRP $18,275, $2387 FHT Discount.  2014 Corolla S Mdl #1864, Stk #5551, $24,442 MSRP, $3500 FHT Discount, $500 TMS/GST Rebate. (6) Model #8239, (DBL Cab V8, 6AT ECT-i) White Work Truck, Stk #8954, MSRP $28,675, $500 GST/TMS Rebate, $4398 FHT Discount. 
Tier 1+, with approved credit through TFS, 60 months, $16.67 per $1000 financed, 10% down required, max $20,000 financed, no negative equity. (7)  Tundra CrewMax Mdl #8363, Stk #6730, MSRP $46,227, $7500 FHT Discount, $1500 TX ED GST Rebate, $1000 GST Rebate. * Covers normal factory 
scheduled service. Plan is 2 years or 25K miles, whichever comes first. The new vehicle cannot be part of a rental or commercial fleet, or a livery/taxi vehicle. See participating Toyota dealer for plan details. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska. Roadside Assistance does not include parts and fluids. All 
leases do not include applicable taxes or fees, no security deposit, 12,000 miles per year, $0.15 per mile over. With approved credit. All pre-owned vehicles are subject to prior sale. O§ers do not include college grad or military rebates unless otherwise noted. Leases do not include applicable taxes or fees. 
2013-2014 EPA highway or city estimates. Actual mileage may vary. Artwork for illustration purposes only. Prices good day of ad only.  No wholesalers, employees or their families, limit one per customer. See dealer for details. Plus $125 doc fee.  All o§ers end 9/30/14.

Hablamos Español En Todos Los Departamentos!
866-MY-TOYOTA (698-6968) or 713-358-4500

I-45 North @ Louetta • FREDHAASTOYOTA.COM

WE
KNOWPRICESELLSCARS!

SERVICE CENTER OPEN
7 DAYS A WEEK!

0%
APR

ON 10 NEW
TOYOTA
MODELS

2 YEARS
NO COST

MAINTENANCE*

ON ALL REMAINING ‘14 CAMRYS

OR GET 0% APR FOR 72 MOS. & $500 BONUS CASH*

OR $6,000OFF
MSRP

$18,777

ON ALL REMAINING ‘14 COROLLA S

OR GET 0% APR FOR 60 MOS.

OR $4,000OFF
MSRP$14,777

WHEN YOU BUY FROM FRED HAAS, WE’LL MAKE IT THE BEST CAR 
BUYING EXPERIENCE YOU’VE EVER HAD...WE GUARANTEE IT!

PRICE SELLS TRUCKSOVER 300 TUNDRAS AVAILABLE TRUCK WORLD
NEW 2014 TOYOTA

TUNDRA CREWMAX TEXAS ED. 5.7L V8

$10,000
OR 0% APR+

NEW 2014 TOYOTA
TUNDRA DBL CAB V8 SR

$23,777
+ 0% APR+

OFF
MSRP

6 7
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1  Hwy. 242 and I-45
The Hwy. 242 direct-connect projects 
include a northbound flyover traveling to 
eastbound Hwy. 242, ending at 
Maverick Way near Lone Star College-
Montgomery, as well as a westbound 
flyover traveling to southbound I-45, 
ending south of Hwy. 242. Rick 
Kronenberger, project manager for PTP 
Transportation, said no date has been 
set as to when steel beams would be 
placed over I-45 at Hwy. 242 onto the 
support columns, but construction crews 
have begun preparing for the installation. 
Kronenberger said when the beams are 
put into place, lanes on I-45 would need 
to be closed. He said, however, the entire 

freeway would not be shut down. For 
more information about the project, visit  
www.sh242dc.com.
Timeline: Construction is estimated to 
be complete by the end of the year.
Cost: $33.9 million
Funding sources: TxDOT, Montgomery 
County Precinct 2

2  Woodlands Parkway at 
Kuykendahl Road
Montgomery County Precinct 3 is 
extending several turn lanes to improve 
traffic flow. The project includes 
extending eastbound and westbound 
left- and right-turn lanes on Woodlands 
Parkway onto Kuykendahl Road, and the 
northbound left-turn lane on Kuykendahl 

Timeline: To be completed in September or 
October

5B   Pipeline installation along a 1-mile 
stretch of Research Forest Drive between 
Greenbridge Drive and West Trillium Circle 
has been completed with the exception of 
some shoulder restoration. The section was 
completed in time for students to return to 
The Woodlands High School uninterrupted.
Timeline: Complete
Cost: $550 million
Funding source: SJRA

6  Lake Woodlands Drive grade 
separation
An overpass or underpass is planned to be 
constructed on Lake Woodlands Drive at 
Grogan’s Mill Road.
Timeline: TBD
Cost: $6 million 
Funding sources: The Woodlands RUD, 
Montgomery County. Pct. 3, Township    

7  Kuykendahl road expansion
This project includes widening Kuykendahl 
Road from two lanes to four lanes between 
Flintridge Drive to just north of Fazio Way. The 
project also includes construction of lanes 
over Spring Creek.
Timeline: Construction will begin in early 
2015 and will take about a year to complete.
Projected cost: $5.5 million
Funding sources: Montgomery County 
Precinct 3, Harris County Precinct 4, The 
Woodlands Road Utility District 

Turn lane improvements
Fifteen intersections throughout The 
Woodlands will see the addition of extended 
or extra turn lanes designed to improve 
traffic flow. The extensions will be located at 
intersections primarily along Research Forest 
Drive, Lake Woodlands Drive and Woodlands 
Parkway. 
Timeline: 12–18 months
Cost: $5.4 million
Funding sources: The Woodlands RUD, 
Montgomery County Precinct 3    

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at wdlnews@impactnews.comCompiled by Brian Walzel

Road onto Woodlands Parkway. 
Timeline: Construction is estimated to 
be complete by the end of the year.
Cost: $700,000
Funding source: Montgomery County 
Precinct 3

3  Woodlands Parkway expansion
This project includes widening the westbound 
lanes of Woodlands Parkway from just west of 
Grogan’s Mill Road to East Panther Creek 
Drive, over Lake Woodlands. The project is 
on hold after TxDOT revoked the bond of the 
contractor, Menade Inc. and is now in default 
with no estimated completion date. It has 
been turned over to Fidelity Insurance, which 
could choose a new contractor or put the 
project out to bid again.  
Timeline: No estimated completion date
Cost: $3.6 million
Funding sources: The Woodlands Road 
Utility District, TxDOT

4  Kuykendahl Road extension
This project includes extending two lanes of 
Kuykendahl Road from Alden Bridge Drive, to 
Crownridge Drive, completing a half-mile 
segment of Kuykendahl Road through The 
Woodlands. 
Timeline: The project begins in September.
Cost: $3.1 million
Funding source: TxDOT

5  SJRA Groundwater Reduction Plan
The San Jacinto River Authority is installing 
pipelines throughout The Woodlands and 
Oak Ridge North as part of its Groundwater 
Reduction Plan.  

5A  Pipeline construction along portions of 
Grogan’s Mill Road is scheduled to be 
completed in September and October. 
Construction on pipeline at the Grogan’s Mill 
Road intersections with Millpark Drive and 
Sawmill Road has been stopped temporarily 
because of the start of the Conroe ISD 
school year and will resume in October. The 
intersections will remain open throughout 
construction.
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Direct connectors

Segments under construction 

8  Grand Parkway 
Three segments—sections F1, F2 and G—totaling 37 miles are under construction on 
Houston’s third outer loop. The local segments stretch from Hwy. 290 to Hwy. 59 and feature 
major overpasses and interchanges at Hwy. 290, Hwy. 249 and I-45. Construction is requiring 
several lane closures and traffic diversions on the feeder roads between FM 2920 and the 
Hardy Toll Road. For more information on the latest lane closures and diversions, visit  
www.grandparkway99.com. 
Timeline: Expected completion date is December 2015
Cost: $1 billion
Funding source: TxDOT
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Lone Star Executive Airport runway 
extension project nears completion
By Jesse Mendoza

Local business travelers will soon be 
able to fly to farther destinations non-stop 
as the runway extension project at Lone 
Star Executive Airport is expected to be 
complete at the end of September.

The runway extension to 7,500 feet, 
from 6,000 feet, removes weight restric-
tions associated with airplanes taking off 
during the hot and humid summer days, 
LSEA Airport Director Scott Smith said. 
The extra weight would allow the business 
aircraft to carry additional passengers or 
to carry more fuel to reach farther desti-
nations without stopping.

The project makes LSEA more attrac-
tive to local business travelers and com-
parable to other Houston-area airports, 
Smith said.

“On some [6,000-foot runway] flights 
plans are required to make an intermedi-
ate stop somewhere to take on more fuel,” 
Smith said. “Whereas if you take off out of 
David Wayne Hooks with the 7,000-foot 
runway, or Sugar Land with an 8,000-foot 
runway, you wouldn’t have to make that 
stop. You are going to think about using 
those other airports because it costs a lot 
of money to stop somewhere and fuel up.”

Additionally the airport is building a 
taxiway extension, reconstructing the 
existing taxiway and adding an additional 
airplane-holding apron. 

The upgrades will benefit Montgomery 
County business, agricultural and educa-
tional institutions, Smith said.

“In terms of what is driving the runway 
extension, it is everything from educa-
tional institutions, corporate agriculture 
operators, big-box retailers [and] real 
estate development,” Smith said. “You 
have companies that offer services to oil 
and gas, you have oil and gas companies; 
it is all over the map when it comes to fly-
ing these corporate aircraft.”

The total upgrades cost about  
$17.1 million, Smith said.

The project is being funded mostly by 
Texas Department of Transportation 
aviation funds—which come from the 
Federal Aviation Administration—with 
a 10 percent match from Montgomery 
County. The county is also paying for 
additional work within the project at its 
own expense. In all, the county is fund-
ing about $2.6 million of the $17.1 million 
project, with the remainder being funded 
by TxDOT, Smith said.

NEWS

ANDREW T. LYOS MD AESETHIC PLASTIC SURGERY

THE WOODLANDS

(O) 281-681 - 9660

TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER

(O) 713-799-8989

WWW.LYOSMD.COM

BACK TO 
  SCHOOL SPECIALS

Botox ® is a simple and safe way to minimize wrinkles, caused by 
contractions of the underlying facial muscles. Muscles around the 
eyes and forehead will, over time, create wrinkles, lines and furrows in 
the skin. 

By relaxing these contracting muscles, frown lines, worry  lines, 
crow’s feet and wrinkles can be erased.

JUVÉDERM® XC is the smooth gel filler that your injector 
uses to instantly smooth away wrinkles around your mouth and 
nose. With just one treatment, you’ll get smooth and 
natural-looking results that last up to a year.

JUVÉDERM VOLUMA™ XC is The first and only FDA-approved 
filler to correct age-related volume loss in the midface. With 
optimal treatment, natural-looking results last up to 2 years.

PERFECT 
SKIN

Only treatment FDA-cleared for a 
non-invasive neck, eyebrow, and 
under-chin lift
Non-invasive treatment that uses ultrasound 
and the body’s own natural healing process to 
lift and tighten loose skin on the eyebrow, neck, 
and under the chin.

Ultherapy has proven to be an inviting 
alternative for those who are not yet 
ready for surgery.

Only FDA-approved non-surgical fat reduction treatment
Freezes away stubborn fat that resists all efforts of diet and exercise
No surgery, No Downtime

The Lone Star Executive Airport is designing 
an immigration and customs facility, which 
would allow international business travelers to 
clear customs in Conroe after its completion in 
December 2015. 
“It gives the customers a lot more flexibility, and it 
really brings the airport to a new level of service,” 
LSEA director Scott Smith said.
The 3,200-square-foot facility is estimated to cost 
no more than $2.4 million and will be paid for by 

a partnership among The Woodlands Township, 
city of Conroe, Montgomery County and developer 
Blackforest Ventures, Smith said.
The airport expects about 150 arrivals per day to 
utilize the facility based on a survey of jets that 
cleared customs elsewhere before arriving at 
LSEA, Smith said.
The Customs and Immigrations Office has approved 
the initial floor and site plans for the facility, making 
it possible for the engineer to complete the design.

Along with the runway extension project, LSEA is 
reconstructing and extending its taxiway.

The taxiway reconstruction was necessary for the 
airport because the pavement was in poor condition, 
and it needed to be moved farther away from existing 
hangars, Smith said.

“The old taxiway it was too close to the buildings,” 
Smith said. “It was built during World War II at a time 

when airplanes were very different. Now you have 
different criteria. You have to have that taxiway a little 
farther away from the buildings and parked aircraft.”

The taxiway reconstruction is expected to be 
complete by the end of the year at a cost of about  
$3 million out of the overall $17.1 million runway 
extension project, Smith said.
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Lone Star Executive Airport is extending its runway to 7,500 feet, making it possible for business jets to travel 
without weight restrictions during the summer months. With the extension about 75 percent of aircraft will be 
able to take off with 90 percent of their weight load capacity. With the former 6,000-foot runway, some aircraft 
may have been restricted to 60 percent of their weight load.

“With the 7,500-foot runway length we 
have basically removed operating 
restrictions for our customers.”

—Scott Smith, Lone Star Executive Airport director

• The average jets at Lone Star Executive Airport weigh between 
30,000 pounds and 100,000 pounds, depending on the model.

• There about 60,000 annual arrivals and departures at LSEA.$14.5 million  
TxDOT in funds

TOTAL PROJECT COST: $17.1 MILLION

$2.6 million 
Montgomery  
County funds

IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS FACILITY UPDATE

TAXIWAY EXTENSION AND RECONSTRUCTION
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Our Agents are uniquely 
certified and trained to 
assist in relocating you or 
your loved ones.

If you are thinking about selling,

       now is the right time! Call us today!

We can help you sell your home...

Introducing:

Our Agents are uniquely 
certified and trained to 
assist in relocating you or 
your loved ones.

If you are thinking about selling,

       now is the right time! Call us today!

We can help you sell your home...

10 Years experience will 
provide you with the 
best resources and tools 
you need in searching 
real estate.

Our Agents are uniquely 
certified and trained to 
assist in relocating you or 
your loved ones.

If you are thinking about selling,

       now is the right time! Call us today!

We can help you sell your home...

“A good foundation and organization 

is what you need to build a successful 

business. The support provided by 

Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS® 

is integral to that foundation. The tools, 

training and talent that our brokerage 

firm provides are second to none.”

Coldwell Banker United, Realtors®

Gayle Edleman
Vice President of Sales/Branch Sales Manager

The Woodlands Offi  ce

“Mentoring agents and seeing them succeed is the most rewarding part of my 

job. As Branch Manager, I will continue to focus on my agents’ training and 

success to help them launch and build their Real Estate careers.”

Gayle Edleman
VP of Sales/Branch Sales Manager
(832) 603-2710
gedleman@cbunited.com

www.cbunited.com/thewoodlands
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P A I D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Je�  Beard, CCIM
President

INSIGHT.
LEADERSHIP.
EXPERTISE.

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

Commercial Real 
Estate Leaders

LANDLORD & TENANT 
REPRESENTATION

SITE ACQUISITION

SALES & LEASING

REAL ESTATE
CONSULTING

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

The J. Beard Real Estate Company
F E A T U R E D  P R O P E R T I E S

P R O U D  S P O N S O R  O F

FOR LEASE  
TIMBERLOCH PLACE
2002 TIMBERLOCH, THE WOODLANDS

• Space available:  Suite 300 with 17,815 RSF & 
 Suite 600 with 17,815 RSF; upgraded fi nishes
• Town Center location; walking distance to 
 The Woodlands Waterway & Market Street; 
 adjacent to The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion
• Excellent access – under 1/2 mile to
 Interstate 45

FOR LEASE  
128 VISION PARK
SHENANDOAH

• Newly fi nished  three-story building
• 5.0-acre site
• Typical fl oor plate:  25,000 rentable square feet
• Less than half a mile to I-45
• Close proximity to Market Street, 
 The Woodlands Mall & Town Center

October 11, 2014
The Woodlands Resort & Conference Center

Register online for table and ticket sales.
MocoCattleBarons.org

��i�in� 
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Harris, Montgomery counties join forces to 
fund widening of Kuykendahl Road bridge
By Jesse Mendoza

The Kuykendahl Road bridge over Spring 
Creek—along with one-mile of adjacent road-
way in Montgomery and Harris counties—
will soon be expanded to include two lanes in 
each direction.

The project will cost about $5.5 million, 
and will span Kuykendahl Road from the 
Flintridge Drive intersection in Montgomery 
County to just north of the Fazio Way inter-
section in Harris County.

Montgomery County Precinct 3 will fund 
the bridge and road expansion portion that lies 
within Montgomery County, which is about $2 
million. The Woodlands Road Utility District 
No. 1 will pay about $800,000 for engineer-
ing, and Harris County Precinct 4 will fund 
the remainder for the Harris County portion, 
Precinct 3 Commissioner James Noack said. 

“Both Montgomery County and Harris 
County are experiencing tremendous growth 
around our border, and Kuykendahl bridge has 
been a project that has been needed for a very 
long time,” Noack said. “Currently it’s a two-
lane bridge—one lane in each direction—that 
is experiencing an F level of service. F stands 
for frustration for our drivers.”

Kuykendahl Road is an important thor-
oughfare for Harris and Montgomery county 

TRANSPORTATION

residents, who often commute between the 
two counties for work, said Jack Cagle, Harris 
County Precinct 4 commissioner.

“We are now finding that The Woodlands’ 
greatest area of growth is in Harris County now, 
and [residents] are living here and many of them 
are working in Montgomery County,” Cagle 
said. “So it is no longer a one-way path, but it is 
clearly a two-way path.”

Cagle said he believes commuting trends could 
soon reverse if population trends continue.

“Probably in the near future we will have 
greater traffic going [toward The Woodlands] 
from residents [in Harris County] to what we 
have coming down,” Cagle said.

The Kuykendahl Road bridge and roadway 
were originally built about 20 years ago with the 
intention to expand in the future, so the project 
is expected to have minimal impact on traffic, 
said Calvin Ladner, president of LGA Engineer-
ing, the engineering firm behind the project.

“If there are [any closures] they will be very 
minimal in duration, mainly for striping or han-
dling traffic at the final phases,” Ladner said.

The project is in the preliminary design stage, 
Ladner said. Construction is expected to begin 
sometime in 2015, and the additional lanes may 
open to commuters in summer or fall 2016, 
Ladner said.

kuykendahl road

flintridge Drive

start of EXPANSION

fazio way

end of EXPANSION

start of bridge

end of bridge

SPRING CREEK

The Kuykendahl Road bridge and 
about one-mile of adjacent road 
will be two lanes in each direction 
after an expansion project, which 
may be complete as early as 
summer 2016. The project will 
cost about $5.5 million, and will 
reach from the Flintridge Drive 
intersection in Montgomery 
County to just north of the Fazio 
Way intersection in Harris County.

to be extended

Connecting 
Harris and 

Montgomery 
counties
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For more information call Nancy Gardner, CFP® at 713-840-8880 

WWW.TANGLEWOODWEALTH.COM
21 Waterway Ave., Ste. 300, The Woodlands

Who is nurturing your
RETIREMENT NEST EGG?

THE PEACE OF MIND YOU WANT, AND THE SECURITY YOU NEED

Tanglewood Wealth 
Management has been 
helping Texas families 
realize their lifelong 
financial goals for the 
past 35 years. If you are 
considering retirement 
or selling your business, 
or your current advisor is 
not providing the service 
you deserve, please  give 
Tanglewood a call.

Tanglewood Wealth 
Management has been 
helping Texas families 
realize their lifelong 
financial goals for the 
past 35 years. If you are 
considering retirement 
or selling your business, 
or your current advisor is 
not providing the service 
you deserve, please  give 

Who is nurturing your
RETIREMENT NEST EGG?

Prices and availablity are subject to change without notice. 9/14 

A premier master-planned community by The Johnson  

Development Corp., Harmony offers everything for today’s  

active families: beautiful homes from award-winning  

builders, a new aquatics complex with resort-style pool,  

shady parks and playgrounds, outstanding schools and a  

full-time Lifestyle Director. Plus, the community is just minutes  

from world-class shopping, dining and entertainment.  

This is Where it All Comes Together...
Living in Harmony. 

New Homes from the $200s-$500s

Our family of builders: Ashton Woods · Darling Homes
Highland Homes · Perry Homes · Village Builders · Westin Homes

H A R M O N Y - T X . C O M

NEW 
ARRIVALS
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By Jesse Mendoza
Pipeline construction for the San 

Jacinto River Authority groundwater 
reduction plan continues, with crews near-
ing two-thirds of project completion, said 
Mark Smith, SJRA GRP administrator. 

“We should reach substantial completion 
by early spring,” Smith said. “Our plan is 
to begin delivering water in June 2015. We 
have less than a year to go.”

Construction near The Woodlands 
High School along Research Forest Drive 
has been completed, with the exception of 
some shoulder restoration. However, recent 
rains and a cement shortage have delayed 
progress along Grogan’s Mill Road near 
several Conroe ISD schools, Smith said.

The SJRA expects segments along 
Grogan’s Mill Road between Sawmill Road 
and Blue Fox Road to open Sept. 12, and it 
expects the section south of Blue Fox Road 
to open as late as October, SJRA spokes-
woman Ronda Trow said.

The SJRA has temporarily stopped work 
on Grogan’s Mill Road intersections with 
Millpark Drive and Sawmill Road to mini-
mize the impact on back-to-school traffic 
but will resume construction on those 
intersections in October, Trow said.
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DELAYED CONSTRUCTION ON GROGAN’S MILL ROAD 

SAN JACINTO RIVER AUTHORITY HOTLINE FAQS

NOW OPEN

OPEN BY SEPTEMBER

OPEN BY OCTOBER

CONSTRUCTION TO 
RESUME IN OCTOBER

Work on San Jacinto River Authority 
pipeline to wrap up by summer 2015

SJRA construction segments north of 
Sawmill Road on Grogan’s Mill Road have 
been opened, Trow said. The SJRA will 
work with CISD to have additional police 
officers at major intersections to direct 
nearby school traffic.

To meet an agreement with Montgomery 
County, the SJRA has also initiated talks 
with The Woodlands Township regarding 
the landscape restoration in areas affected 
by construction. The SJRA seeks to fulfill 
the agreement by funding restoration 
efforts and allowing the township to coor-
dinate the restoration efforts. The SJRA 
will meet with Montgomery County Pre-
cinct 3 to ensure the arrangement meets 
the terms of the original agreement. 

“The idea is The Woodlands is [the 
authority] who has maintained those 
medians all along, so we want them to 
be satisfied with the restoration efforts,” 
Smith said. “They are preparing an 
estimated cost for the restoration of those 
areas that we disturbed, and we are going 
to do an agreement between [the township] 
and the SJRA.”

Construction in Oak Ridge North has 
made progress and is expected to be  
complete by March 2015, Smith said.

Pipeline construction along a portion of 
Grogan’s Mill Road, near several Conroe 
ISD schools, has been delayed. The SJRA 
will resume construction on the Millpark 
Drive and Sawmill Road intersections 
with Grogan’s Mill Road in October, and it 
expects the remaining road construction 
to be completed later that month.

Why are my water rates going up and will they continue to do so?
Developing reliable, long-term water supplies for Montgomery County’s future requires the 
construction of a surface water treatment plant and numerous miles of water transmission 
pipelines to deliver treated surface water to customers. Funds are needed to pay for 
construction and day-to-day operations. Inflation as well as system expansion due to 
development means the rates will need to increase in the future.

Why do I still see construction when the pipeline has been installed?
Although the water transmission pipes have been placed in the ground and concrete 
has been replaced, in most areas in The Woodlands, we will still need to do leak testing, 
installation of fiber communications and vegetation restoration before we are ready to place 
the lines into service.

What are you going to do to restore the trees within the medians?
We are talking with The Woodlands Township and Montgomery County Precinct 3 to work 
out a partnership to restore disturbed vegetation.

To reach the SJRA hotline, call 936-588-1662 or visit www.sanjacintoriverauthority.com  
for more information. 

SAWMILL RD.

*The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will be a variable rate. You may draw on the line for 10 years where your minimum monthly payment will be accrued interest only. Texas HELOCs require a minimum advance amount of $4,000; a minimum line amount of $4,000 and no maximum line amount. Repayment period of principal and interest begins year 11 
through 20. During the draw and repayment periods, the APR will be based on the published prime rate in the Wall Street Journal (3.25% as of 8/01/2014) plus Bank margin. The Bank margin for the featured product is calculated as follows:  10/10 HELOC, Prime minus 0.50. The maximum APR that will apply is 18.0%. Access to funds is via convenience checks 
after the three day right of rescission period. 10/10 HELOC at Prime minus 0.50 is only available for primary homes and cannot be used to purchase property. Only primary homes including one- to four-family dwellings, condominiums and attached and detached planned unit developments that are homesteaded properties are eligible. The home equity 
line is secured by a lien on your primary residence. The promotional rate is not available for second homes. Hazard, liability and windstorm insurance is required; flood insurance may be required. The maximum Loan to Value (LTV) or Combined Loan to Value (CLTV) accepted is 80%. Based on borrower’s credit score, maximum LTV or CLTV may be lower. LTV 
or CLTV for a home equity is determined by a third party appraisal. Texas Homestead Properties are limited to an 80% CLTV. As such, Bank will accept lower of 80% CLTV or 50% of fair market value for HELOC, whichever is less. Bank absorbs closing costs for lines up to $250,000 (except for prepaid interest and insurance premiums if applicable).  For lines over 
$250,000, Bank gives the borrower a lender credit of $5001 in Texas. For lines over $250,000 up to $1,000,000, closing costs range from $1,000 to $15,000. Consult your tax advisor concerning interest deductibility. Other programs available. To take advantage of this offer, the application must be submitted by 12/31/2014 and only applies to new 10/10 HELOC 
credit requests made by United States citizens or resident aliens with a valid U.S. Taxpayer identification number. Offer not available for existing Mercantil Commercebank HELOC customers. For more information, refer to “What You Should Know About Home Equity Lines of Credit,” a consumer information booklet prepared by the Federal Reserve. 1When 
fees apply, they may not exceed 3% of the line amount. 

Member
FDIC

With our Home Equity Line of Credit, you are 
one step closer to making your dreams come true. 

Get cash for home improvements, educational 
expenses, debt consolidation and more.

How many dreams fit in your home?

Advance Period
(pay interest only)

Repayment Period
(pay principal + interest)

10 Years

10 Years

HELOC 20 Year Line

2.75 APR* 
%

HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDITDaniel’s
college tuitionAnew car

Nicole
for Transform my garage

kitchen
Renovate

the

backyard
Build a

pool

Prepare for
unplanned expenses

Commercebank

Learn more about our home financing solutions at: www.mercantilcb.com/heloc

South Shepherd The WoodlandsFM 1960 West
3200 South Shepherd Drive
Houston, TX 77098
(281) 417-1880

1735 Research Forest Dr. 
Shenandoah, TX 77380 
(281) 520-3002 

12145 FM 1960 West
Houston, TX 77065
(713) 331-4300

Downtown Houston
717 Texas Avenue, Suite #100
Houston, TX 77002
(713) 571-8010

Mercantil Commercebank, empowering your world

• No closing costs on amounts up to $250,000. For requests over 
$250,000, Bank gives the borrower a lender credit of $5001

•  Minimum line and advance amount of $4,000 and no maximum

• 10 years to advance against line, as often as you like, and the 
required payment is interest only

• Limited time offer
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As with any financial decision, buyers are encouraged to do their own due diligence when selecting a 
home builder. Woodforest makes no representation or warranties on the quality of the homebuilders. 
Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. 10/13 

C L AS S I C  A M E R I C A N  S T Y L E
B E Y O N D  T H E  O R D I N A R Y

Wright’s Landing offers an idyllic American setting, with classic 

Craftsman, bungalow and prairie-style homes with all the 

modern conveniences. Beyond the ordinary, Wright’s Landing 

boasts a choice location near the new ExxonMobil campus and 

an array of planned amenities. Discover the distinctive, 

award-winning designs of Wright’s Landing.

29510 Taliesin Court
Spring, TX 77386

281.763.2062
GRACEPOINTHOMES.COM

Prices and availability are subject to change without notice.
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New Homes from the $240’sIt’s more than four walls and a roof. It’s the foundation for 
your future—to make memories in and to make all your own. 
It’s a place as unique as you, and TDECU is here to help with 

competitive, low rates and up to 103% financing available. 
How competitive? We guarantee to meet or beat any local 
competitor’s rate or we’ll give you $250 after closing. Apply 

today and let’s work on getting you home. 

Be YOU and Belong.

TDECU.org/mortgage    800.839.1154 x4614

WELCOMING ALL 
I-COULDN’T-DREAM- 
OF-ANY-PLACE-ELSE- 
TO-CALL-HOME BUYERS

Be you. Belong.

Credit approval required. Certain terms and conditions may apply. Additional loan options available for primary residence, second home and investment 
properties. The offer for payment of closing costs applies to new purchases only. We require a Truth in Lending and a Good Faith Estimate from the 
competitor in order to compare, and a copy of the closing HUD1 statement in order to receive the $250 if we can’t meet or beat your qualified rate. 
Federally insured by NCUA. 0814-A7531

7531_PrintMorgageDeliverable__Katy_v3.indd   1 8/22/14   3:43 PM
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Our services include:
Teeth Cleaning
Dental Implants 

Cosmetic Dentistry
Fillings & Crowns

Root Canals
Traditional & 

Invisalign Orthodontic Treatment
Dentures

Teeth Whitening
Sedation Dentistry

Comprehensive Exam with only Dr. Gayken

25250 Borough Park Suite 107
The Woodlands, TX 77380

Dawn Gayken DDS, PLLC
General, Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry

ANXIOUS ABOUT GOING 
TO THE DENTIST? 

Ask us about oral 
conscious sedation. 

It works like a dream! 
It’s safer and costs far less than IV sedation. 
A good way to catch up on years of dentistry

in a single visit. 

3 dimensional diagnosis & 
treatment planning available 

along with same day extractions & 
placement of implants

Most dental PPO insurance accepted

281-367-2767  | www.gaykendds.com

We use a highly sophisticated and advanced 
3-D technology. 

CEREC - Single Visit Crowns and Veneers. 
A revolutionary way to restore damaged teeth 

in a single visit.

More Camp Strake plans revealed
By Liza Winkler 

Johnson Development Corp. officials 
revealed detailed plans Aug. 19 for an 
estimated 2,000-acre, mixed-use develop-
ment known as Strake–The Grand Central 
Park to be constructed about four miles 
north of The Woodlands.

The new development will be  
constructed at the former site of Camp 
Strake in Conroe at the corner of I-45 
and Loop 336 beginning in early 2015. 
The Boy Scouts of America owned and 
managed the property for about 70 years 
before JDC acquired it in 2013.

“There’s a strong Scouting community, 
and the Strake property holds a lot of 
things and promises to it,” said Vir-
gil Yoakum, general manager of JDC’s 
Woodforest Development in Conroe. “So 
the difficult task will be to weave  
ourselves into this natural resource and 
come away with something prideful and 
the least impactful, so to speak.”

Strake–The Grand Central Park will 
be divided into several different sections 
with a variety of residential units, retail 
areas, corporate offices and green space.

“There are a multitude of potential 
uses for the development,” Yoakum said. 
“From traditional family to higher density 
units, to corporate retail and corporate 
office uses, to townhomes and many other 

forms,” Yoakum said.
JDC is working with Sasaki Associ-

ates—a planning and design firm based 
in Massachusetts—to develop plans for 
the Strake property, Yoakum said. Sasaki 
Associates officials are planning the archi-
tecture and landscape to resemble open 
designs inspired from the East and West 
coasts, he said.

The west village portion of the Strake 
property is proposed to include several 
traditional, single-family homes, Yoakum 
said. 

In addition, a 750,000-square-foot retail 
center is proposed along 100 acres across 
the northern part of the property near 
Loop 336. 

In the center of the Strake property, 
plans for a central district include urban 
living centers, corporate offices and retail 
centers.

“We hope that Sasaki’s planning will 
help us whip this center into a very 
desirable, very pedestrian-scale, friendly 
environment with entertainment,” Yoa-
kum said.

The Strake property will also feature six 
existing lakes, including the 80-acre Deer 
Lake along the southern boundary.

“If we can create a corridor of trans-
portation and an entertainment corridor 
between Loop 336 and Deer Lake, that’s 

DEVELOPMENT

what we’d like to do,” Yoakum said.
Housing up to 5,000 residents, the 

Strake property could include about 2,500 
to 2,700 residential units of various types, 
including traditional houses, townhomes, 
apartments and live-work units, Yoakum 
said. 

At build-out, the property is  
proposed to include at least 1 million 

square feet of retail space.
“[The development] could get into a 

strong employment corridor and a very 
strong residential live, work and play 
environment,” he said. “We think that 
this 2,000 acres can come alive. It can be 
an environment that satisfies the land-
scape, and it can be an environment that 
doesn’t overwhelm the community.”

2,046 
ACRES

STRAKE

70
YEARS

THE GRAND CENTRAL PARK
Officials with the Johnson Development 
Corp. and Sasaki Associates are in 
discussions to determine a projected 
construction cost for the project. Officials 
will reveal updated and more detailed 
plans for the Strake property this fall.

Amount of 
time the 

Boy Scouts 
of America 

owned 
the Strake 
property

1,000,000
SQUARE FEET

2015
IN EARLY

Construction  
is expected  

to begin

5,000
2,500–2,700

Projected population 
of residents at the 
Strake property

Estimated number of various residential units

Proposed amount 
of retail space at 
build-out in the 
near future
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Open Doors

Not Too Late
For A Late Start
Think the fall semester 
has passed you by?

Think again!

Lone Star College-Montgomery 
has dozens of Late Start classes 
that begin now through October. 
These eight- to 12-week classes fit 
perfectly into your busy schedule!

Don’t lose momentum... 
Keep pushing toward your 
educational goal!

Classes are still available  
with our Late Start schedule! 
Register online or on campus at 
LoneStar.edu/late-start
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The Woodlands Waterway Marriott
Special Guests & Emcees: Michelle Merhar & Sally MacDonald, FOX 26

Thursday, September 25
5:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Be there. Be fabulous!

winewomenandshoes.com/houston

www.TheWoodlandsBall.com

A COSTUME PARTY THAT CHANGES LIVES

Friday, October 24, 2014
7:30 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.

The Woodlands Waterway Marriott
Special Guest & Emcee: Dana Tyson, SUNNY 99.1

Charities of America
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Waterway Square bridge on the way
By Brian Walzel

The start of construction is nearing on a 
pedestrian bridge and permanent perfor-
mance stage at Waterway Square. The two 
structures are being built in conjunction 
with a new Westin hotel already under 
construction along Waterway Square 
Place. Each of the projects is expected to be 
complete by the first quarter of 2016. 

The bridge will connect Waterway 
Square and the south side of The Wood-
lands Waterway, making it the sole pedes-
trian-only bridge spanning the Waterway. 
It will feature two elevators, one on each 
side of the Waterway, while the perfor-
mance stage will have permanent lighting 
features and a sound system.

“[The pedestrian bridge] breaks up the 
walking distance from Woodloch Court 
to Waterway Avenue and provides a direct 
connection to future development,” said 
Robert Heineman, vice president of plan-
ning for The Woodlands Development 
Company. “Waterway Square is a townwide 
amenity, and extending connections to 
expand those [amenities] into Town Center 
is really beneficial to Town Center itself.”

The bridge project is part of an ongo-
ing partnership between the Development 
Company and The Woodlands Township 
under its Comprehensive Services Agree-
ment Plan. Under the plan, the township 

and the Development Company share the 
costs of some public improvement projects.

“Through the years, the township and 
the Development Company have shared 
costs of development of public projects, 
parks, pathways— things that are devel-
oped for the general public,” said Don 
Norrell, president of the township. “Then 
they are turned over to the township for 
maintenance and operation.”

The cost of the pedestrian bridge and the 
performance stage is $5.8 million, which the 
township and the Development Company 
are splitting. The stage will host a variety 
of entertainment acts, such as performers 
who play The Woodlands’ “Live at Night” 
and “Waterway Nights” concert series. The 
stage also offers performances during the 
community’s holiday festivals, including its 
Memorial Day and Labor Day celebrations. 

The pedestrian bridge and performance 
stage are the latest features under  
construction in the Waterway Square 
district of Town Center. 

In July, the Development Company 
announced the Westin would build its 
fifth Houston-area hotel in the Waterway 
Square district. The 302-room hotel is 
under construction.

In addition, 10 Waterway, a 20-story 
Class A office tower, is planned for a tract 
of land adjacent to the south side of the 
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A pedestrian bridge and performance stage will be constructed in conjunction with a new Westin hotel in the 
Waterway Square district of Town Center. Each of the projects are expected to be complete by early 2016.

PARTNERS IN BUILDING features six luxury, custom home communities in North Houston. All are near the new Grand 
Parkway and the entertainment, healthcare options and recreation at The Woodlands. Each one is convenient to the new 
ExxonMobil campus, and your children will attend some of the best schools in the area. Now all you have to do is choose 
our one-of-a-kind BUILD ON YOUR LOT program, an intimate, gated enclave of custom homes, or all the amenities of a 
master-planned community. Whatever you choose, we’re already there.

WE’RE ALREADY HERE.

LUXURY, CUSTOM HOMES FROM THE $500s TO $1-MILLION+

LUXURY. CUSTOM. NORTH HOUSTON. WE PUT THEM ALL TOGETHER.

Waterway along Waterway Avenue. The 
land parcel is being used as a parking 
lot, but once the Development Company 
strikes an agreement with an anchor  
tenant, construction could begin on the 
new office building. No date has been 
announced on when that could be.

Heineman said there are early plans that 

have yet to be fully worked out that involve 
developing a multifamily residential 
unit to wrap around the parking garage 
at Waterway Square, to the north of the 
Westin hotel. 

“That will line one side of the median; 
the other side will be lined by 10 Water-
way,” he said.
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Pedestrian Bridge and 
Performance Stage
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One of the nation’s fastest-growing counties and home to the new ExxonMobil headquarters, 
Montgomery County is quickly becoming “THE” destination for work and play in the Houston 
area. Why not live in the middle of it all in a home that reflects your personality, your tastes  
and your dreams? At Gracepoint Homes, we take pride in building a home that balances your  
personal preferences with impeccably designed features.

Fall in love with your dream home 

in any of our beautiful Montgomery 

County communities!

Ask about our buyer incentives!
Prices and availability are subject to change without notice.
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Love where you live.
Visit Any of Our Premier Montgomery County Communities

1. GRAND MARION
IN WOODFOREST
From the $700’s 

4. LAKESIDE COVE
GATED LAKEFRONT LIVING 

From the $670’s 

5. WRIGHT’S LANDING
AMERICAN CRAFTSMAN

From the $200’s 

2. TOM COX JR. DESIGNS
CUSTOM HOMES IN WOODFOREST

From the $900’s

3. MARION
NEW ORLEANS STYLE

From the $600’s
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Car dealerships roll into The Woodlands
By Abigail Allen 

The Woodlands has seen an influx of 
car dealerships in recent years, and area 
officials are attributing the increase to 
the growth of career jobs in the area. 

Volkswagen of the Woodlands has 
been open since December 2012, a new 
location for Mini of The Woodlands has 
been announced and Mercedes-Benz 
of The Woodlands is projected to open 
February 2015. 

Ferrari of Houston has also announced 
it will open a showroom in the Waterway 
Square district of Town Center.

“When you bring major employers, 
like we’ve been so successful in securing 
lately over the last several years, you bring 
professional jobs to the market, you bring 
new households, you bring such a synergy 
that creates opportunities for automobile 
dealerships,” said Gil Staley, CEO of The 
Woodlands Area Economic Development 
Partnership. “So ultimately it’s the trickle-
down effect from bringing primary jobs 
to the market.”

The demographics for The Woodlands 
area include a median age of 36.9 years, 
and an average household income of 
$118,900, according to the Economic 
Development Partnership’s website. 
Staley said the area also has a well-
educated population. Staley worked with 
Joe Agresti, the owner of the upcoming 
Mercedes-Benz dealership, during the 
start of the process to bring the facility 
to The Woodlands. 

 “With [Agresti’s] research, he found 
that this market was a great niche market 
for his type of dealership, that being 
Mercedes, and I agree,” Staley said. 

Lance Willis, general manager of Volk-
swagen of The Woodlands, said the dealer-
ship’s owner, Darryl Wischnewsky, chose 
The Woodlands. Volkswagen originally 
wanted the dealership to be in Conroe.

“[Wischnewsky] just felt strongly that 
for the kind of first-class facility he 
wanted, that this Woodlands facility 
was going to be a much better location,” 
Willis said. 

In its first year of business in that spot, 
Volkswagen of The Woodlands ranked 
No. 1 in Texas in sales for the company. 

“I don’t think you can have a much 
more positive reception than that,” Wil-
lis said.

Agresti also owns Mercedes-Benz of 
Baton Rouge in Louisiana.

“My family and I, including my 
brother and parents, have moved here,” 
Agresti said. “The Woodlands is our 
home, and we intend to treat our cus-
tomers like neighbors because, in fact, 
they are.”

Alex Sutton, co-president of The 
Woodlands Development Company, said 
the brands that are coming to town make 
sense.

“You drive around The Woodlands, 

you see a lot of people driving those 
brands,” Sutton said. “We’re glad to have 
them in The Woodlands. Overall, it’s 
good for the region for those kinds of 
brands to be here.”

The Woodlands features a wide range 
of consumers who could be in the market 
to go car shopping for anything from a 
family car made by Volkswagen to a Fer-
rari, Staley said.

“A well-educated, affluent group in 
some sectors of our community can 
afford those luxury automobiles like 
that,” Staley said. “Then we have that 
same market … with families looking 
for a more economical purchase for their 
household and they look at other auto-
mobile groups for their needs.”

The large lots and bright lights of many 
car dealerships is a new look for The 
Woodlands.

“These [businesses] are new entries 
into The Woodlands area,” Staley said. 
“We’ve not had automobile dealers with 
a strong presence here.”

That means the car dealerships  
moving in have a greater share of the 
market than they would in other areas of  
Houston that already feature several 
dealerships. Most of the dealerships, 
including Volkswagen and Mercedes-
Benz, have chosen the location at the 
intersection of I-45 and Hwy. 242. 

Staley attributed that to visibility, 
affordable land prices and access to 
major roadways.

 “That’s the busiest intersection in the 
entire [county],” Staley said. “The traffic 
flow through there is huge, so that helps 
them tremendously.”

Willis said he believes having multiple 
dealerships next to each other will ben-
efit all of them and the community.

In addition, Costco has also 
announced that a new store will be going 
into the same area as the dealerships. 
Once complete, the new store will bring 
additional visibility to the dealerships, 
Staley said.

The Economic Development Partner-
ship did not actively seek out the dealer-
ships. Instead, Staley said, the dealer-
ships have done their research.

“Our community is becoming, or has 
become, over the years, one of a presence 
that fits basically across the realm of deal-
erships from affordable to luxury cars,” 
Staley said. “So they’re going to do their 
[due] diligence and their research indicat-
ing that [The Woodlands] will be a good fit 
for them.”

And Staley believes other similar deal-
erships will likely do the same. Sutton 
also said there is still property owned 
by the Development Company available 
north of Hwy. 242. 

“[Other dealerships are] going to pay 
attention,” Staley said. “That’s just the 
way that the market works for them.”
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Several auto dealerships have either been 
announced, have opened or will open soon 
in The Woodlands. 

Mini of The Woodlands 
Opening spring 2015
16675 I-45 S. 
miniofthewoodlands.com

Mercedes-Benz of The 
Woodlands 
Opening February 2015
Corner of I-45 and Hwy. 242
mbusa.com 

Northside FIAT  
Opened summer 2011
Showroom: 
1501 Lake Robbins Drive
Dealership:  
23110 I-45 N. 
fiatusaofnorthhouston.com 

Ferrari of Houston 
Opening TBD
1501 Lake Robbins Drive
ferrariofhouston.com

BMW of The Woodlands 
17830 I-45 S. 
bmwofthewoodlands.com

BEASCOUT.ORG
713-756-3349

Growing 
Up? 

Be Prepared. 

Join Cub 
Scouts and 
Start the 
Journey

Scouting prepares youth 
with an unbelievable 

adventure using valuable 
lessons in leadership, 

service and achievement.

Volkswagen of The 
Woodlands 
Opened 2012
16785 I-45 S.
vwofthewoodlands.com
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Oak Ridge North lowers property 
tax rate with approval of budget
By Jesse Mendoza 

The city of Oak Ridge North 
approved its fiscal year 2014–15 city 
budget in August. In doing so, city 
officials cut property taxes again.

The tax decrease—which goes 
into effect Oct. 1—lowers the city’s 
property tax rate from $0.5244 per 
$100 property valuation in fiscal 
year 2013–14, to $0.4822 per $100 
valuation for fiscal year 2014–15. 
Based on an average home value in 
the city of $168,801, a homeowner 
would see a decrease of about $71.24 
in property taxes.

Rising property values and a 20 
percent growth in sales tax revenue 
during fiscal year 2013–14—along 
with projected increases in 2015—
made the property tax cut finan-
cially feasible, City Manager Vicky 
Rudy said. The city projects about 
a 12 percent growth in sales tax 
revenue for fiscal year 2014–15, from 
about $1.7 million in 2014 to  
$1.9 million in 2015.

“We go after retail and industry 
because they raise the [property] 
values, and retail raises the sales tax 

and so you can give the benefit of 
[those increases] to your property 
owners,” Rudy said. “Everybody 
benefits from that.”

The city has started a capi-
tal improvements fund and has 
earmarked $793,511 for future use 
toward projects outlined in the city’s 
five-year comprehensive plan. The 
amount is about the same as the city 
spent on capital improvements this 
year, Rudy said.

“We wanted to make sure the 
extra revenue we are seeing, by 
keeping a tight budget, goes into the 
future because we have a new com-
prehensive [capital improvements] 
plan,” she said. “Before we finished 
the budget, we wanted to see what 
it would take to fund projects we 
know we need to do five years out.”

The majority of capital improve-
ments this year will be water and 
sewer infrastructure upgrades 
within the city as well as additions to 
land annexed in the extraterritorial 
jurisdiction, possible street, sidewalk 
and park improvements, and city 
branding projects, Rudy said. 

BUDGET
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OAK RIDGE NORTH
2014–15

ANNUAL BUDGET

2013–14 General fund revenue: $4,622,828

2014–15 General fund revenue: $4,790,570

City property tax history
           (per $100 of property valuation)

2015 City Projects
Water/sewer system projects: $1,758,000

Contingency reserves: $750,000

Drainage projects: $570,000

Land purchases: $500,000

Streets, sidewalks and parks: $215,000

Construction projects: $80,000

Drainage  $659,137      Court $414,138      Buildings and permits $349,372      Public works $282,152      Police $149,533   

Drainage  $600,250      Court $414,139      Building and permits $356,750       Public works $298,324     Police $121,583 

2009-10
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2012-132010-11 2013-142011-12 2014-15

Parks and recreation $9,772      Street maintenance $41

     Parks and recreation $10,000      Street maintenance $50      

General service $2,758,684  

General service $2,989,474 

2013–14 General fund expenses: $4,214,793

Drainage $445,086      Capital projects $221,515      Court $192,202     Parks and recreation $188,413       

Building and permits $178,770       Street maintenance $130,083    

Police $1,516,467  Administration  
$787,721

2014–15 General fund expenses: $4,504,771

Drainage $510,935     Parks and recreation $230,595      Building and permits $212,601     Court $207,409     

Street maintenance $178,794     Capital projects $13,400     

Police $1,673,606
Administration  

$916,195

Apply to become a member today and enjoy the best golf in Houston,  
including The Oaks, Panther Trail and Lake Windcrest.

Call Julian at 877-695-4347 for more information  
or to set up your personal club tour.

DON’T FORGET TO ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL SEPTEMBER MEMBERSHIP OFFER!

Panther Trail ranked as 
one of the TOP 5 LUXURY 
COURSES to play in the 
Greater Houston area.

– Avid Golfer Magazine

Register at www.canongatetexas.com/community and receive a round of golf at the member preview rate!

Plus you’ll enjoy access to our new amenities:
SWIMMING POOL · FITNESS FACILITY · MEN’S & WOMEN’S SPA SERVICES

EXPER I ENCE  GOLF  AT  I TS  F INEST

Public works 
$554,536

Public works 
$561,236
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Our growing law firm has expanded and moved to Two Hughes Landing 
to better serve the dynamic and thriving business community of The Woodlands.

A Strong Move

Two Hughes Landing  • 1790 Hughes Landing Boulevard  •  Suite 200 
The Woodlands, TX 77380  •  281.367.1222  •  www.thestrongfirm.com

a strong move_Layout 1  9/2/14  10:27 AM  Page 2

City of Shenandoah establishes its 
lowest property tax rate in a decade
By Jesse Mendoza

The city of Shenandoah adopted its fis-
cal year 2014–15 budget on Aug. 27, and 
established the lowest city property tax 
rate in at least a decade.

The adopted $0.2404 property tax rate 
per $100 valuation is a decrease from the 
$0.2664 tax rate in fiscal year 2013–14. 
The city has seen annual property tax cuts 
since at least 2004, with the exception of 
fiscal years 2008–09 and 2010–11 when the 
rate remained the same.

With the new rate, an average home 
in Shenandoah valued at about $304,642 
would pay about $732.36 in property taxes, 
a savings of $79.20 over the previous rate.

The tax drop was made possible by an 
increase in appraised values, the addition 
of property, and strong sales tax revenue, 
Shenandoah Finance Director Jennifer 
Calvert said.

“The more development you have, the 
more new property you have,” Calvert 
said. “They help raise our valuations which 
spreads the [tax obligations] among more 
people and helps us drop the tax rate.”

Shenandoah uses property tax revenue 
to pay for the city’s debt service, and it 
uses sales tax revenue to subsidize the 
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difference before including it along with 
the general revenue fund. The city projects 
about a 6 percent increase in sales tax rev-
enue in fiscal year 2014–15, Calvert said.

“Sales tax really helps with that and it 
helps us fund these extra projects,” she said. 
“Just because you get an increase in sales 
tax revenue doesn’t mean you just blow up 
your budget and spend it all. We are [also] 
striving to have a year’s worth of operating 
reserves in the bank.”

For fiscal year 2014–15, the city budgeted 
about $1.56 million for proposed projects, 
including infrastructure upgrades, road 
improvements, purchasing several new 
trucks for the police department, and Water 
Plant 4 design funding. The city also has 
about $4 million of already funded projects 
from last year, like city park renovations.

Calvert said the city likes to remain 
proactive with infrastructure maintenance 
in order to avoid critical expenditures in the 
future.

“We don’t want to put ourselves in a posi-
tion where it is do or die,” Calvert said. “We 
like to be ahead of the game and not acting 
out of desperation. A lot of it is just routine 
maintenance that has to occur on [the city’s] 
infrastructure.”

GENERAL FUND RESERVES
The city of Shenandoah is working toward saving one year’s worth of reserve operating funds. 
The city projects to add $332,450 to the fund, which now holds about 269 days of operational 
reserves. The city plans to have about 275 days of reserve funds by September 2015.

SALES TAX REVENUE

2009–10
$4,071,988.64

2010–11
$4,287,705.35

2011–12
$4,583,080.41

2012–13
$5,069,895.46

2013–14 
(Through August)
$4,984,122.33

2014–15 CITY PROJECTS
Shenandoah Park renovation: $2,310,000*
Vision Park detention pond: $594,500*
David Memorial Drive lift station: $545,000*
Water Plant No.4: $480,000

City pathways: $214,605
Police vehicle replacement: $141,006
David Memorial Drive and David J. Vetter  
traffic improvements: $107,225
Entry signs and landscaping: $105,000

 

FY 2013-14 REVENUE: $8,147,009

FY 2013-14 EXPENSES: $8,142,803

FY 2014-15 REVENUE: $8,982,291

FY 2014-15 EXPENSES: $8,649,841

Taxes (sales, property and drink): $6,157,853

Transfer from Water and Sewer, Municipal Development 
District, Convention and Visitors Bureau $875,822

Transfer from Water and Sewer, Municipal Development 
District, Convention and Visitors Bureau $877,258 

Franchise fees 
$358,213

Franchise fees 
$397,873 

Other revenue $108,312

Other revenue $104,496 

Fines and forfeitures $50,500

Fines and forfeitures $45,000

Permits $324,416

Permits $368,100 

Charges for service $235,893

Charges for service $274,981 

Sale of capital assets $36,000

Sale of capital assets $60,000 

Capital improvements $545,083

Taxes (Sales, property and drink): $6,854,583

Finance $346,480

Finance $356,861

Swimming pool $84,097

Swimming pool $83,632

Municipal court $48,420

Municipal court $73,805

Community outreach $40,725

Community outreach $36,685

Parks and right of ways $42,500

Parks and rights-of-way $40,700

Emergency management $6,430

Emergency management $4,788

Police $2,664,407 Administration  
$812,539

Public works 
$1,210,773Non-department $2,341,349

Non-department $3,222,371* Police $2,588,461 Administration  
$864,695

Public works 
$1,377,843

2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15
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40 $0.3610
$0.3470 $0.3470

$0.3282 $0.3282 $0.3237 $0.3137

$0.2664
$0.2404

Source: city of Shenandoah

*Capital improvements now 
budgeted under non-department

*Paid for in fiscal year 2013–14
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I chose the 
MD Anderson

close to me
- Gary Truver, Jr.

My team of experts focused only on me and my cancer. They guided me 
through advanced MD Anderson treatment options including surgery, 
radiation, chemotherapy, clinical trials and support services. They 
customized a plan just for me. Three months after I completed treatment, 
my mom was diagnosed with breast cancer. MD Anderson was there 
for both of us. Having MD Anderson in our community kept me  
close to my wife and three boys, and my mom close to her grandsons.  
I chose the MD Anderson close to me. Find Your MD Anderson today.

When I had cancer, the 
world’s leading care was 
right here. 

FindYourMDAnderson.comAppointments Available 713.745.9940

14RCCM008B_Comm Impact_Tomball AD.indd   1 8/13/14   9:02 AM
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Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confi rm 
applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 & 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders. BUILDER magazine, May 2014.

Convenient to New Village Center  •  Oversized Home Sites Available  •  Resort-Style Amenities

Wooded Overlook
From the Low $600s 

(281) 255-0299

Coronet Ridge
From the Low $700s 

(281) 516-0899

The Estates at Blairs Way
From the Mid-$800s 

(281) 516-0899

Five-Time Texas Builder of the Year!* TollBrothers.com/CITW
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The Estates 
at Blairs Way 

Model
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Ridge

Wooded 
Overlook 

Model

WOODED
OVERLOOK DR.

Creekside Park
Village Center

NEW
 HARMONY PL.

       CREEKSIDE FOREST DR.

HEB Opening 
this Fall!

Visit today! Tour Models and Quick Delivery Homes!

Creekside Park – It Just Keeps Getting Better!

3 New Neighborhoods in the Village of Creekside Park

NATIONAL 
SALES EVENT
September 13 - 28, 2014

Oak Ridge North police officers train 
with US border law enforcement
By Jesse Mendoza

As border security concerns continue 
to grow, the Oak Ridge North Police 
Department has sent several police  
officers to train with border law  
enforcement agencies to be better  
prepared for the local presence of  
international criminal elements.

To date, the Oak Ridge North Police 
Department has sent three police  
officers to train with Rio Grande  
Valley law enforcement agencies,  
including the Brownsville Police  
Department, U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, and the Pharr Police  
Department, along with the Brooks 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Oak Ridge North Police Chief Andy 
Walters said the training—which costs 
about $1,000 per week—prepares officers 
for combating crime at the local level, 
especially once professional criminal  
elements make it past border law  
enforcement agencies and farther into 
Texas.

“It is a training opportunity for us to go 
down there, get the information, bring it 
back, share it amongst us,” Walters said. 
“For a long time in Oak Ridge, for years 

and years we were a rural community. 
People slept with their doors unlocked 
and their keys in their cars. Now we are 
starting to see more professional  
[criminal] types where this is how they 
make their living. It is a hard paradigm 
[shift] for people to understand.” 

Montgomery County has experienced 
an influx of gangs from Houston, Walters 
said. While the gangs may not be directly 
affiliated with Mexican drug cartels,  
Walters said gang members are being 
solicited to sell narcotics. Houston has 
also been identified by the Department of  
Justice as a top human trafficking hub.

Because of their training, Walters said 
officers are more aware of the sort of 
vehicles, slang and other signs of  
international criminal activity that border 
law enforcement agencies see regularly.

“[Border officers] are seeing down there 
what we are going to start seeing up here,” 
Walters said. “The same types of cars, 
same kind of trucks, same kind of people, 
same kind of language. That is what [the 
officers] are bringing back.”

Police officer Daniel McGrew trained 
for one week with the Pharr Police 
Department. The city of Pharr operates its 

own border crossing to Reynosa, Mexico. 
“That was hands down some of the best 

training I have ever received,” McGrew 
said. “This is right here in our own state. 
People travel, people move around. It is 
very relevant to what we do. Not only 
that, [but] we are aligned with an inter-
state, so it is very relevant.”

With the Hispanic community grow-
ing in The Woodlands area, McGrew said 
the training has prompted him to give 
creedence to the notion that some resi-
dents may have migrated to flee crime in 

Mexico. He said some Mexican residents 
migrate to U.S. border communities—
such as Pharr—but later move farther 
inland to escape spillover on the U.S. side 
of the border.

Walters said he has been in contact with 
the Texas Commission on Law Enforce-
ment, which has expressed interest in 
formalizing the training program. The 
ORN Police Department plans to con-
tinue sending officers to train with Texas 
law enforcement agencies as training 
funding allows.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Source: Texas Department of Public Safety

Statewide  
trafficking corridors

There are five principal 
corridors in Texas that make 
up the primary gateways for 
moving drugs into the United 
States. Those corridors span 
west Texas, central Texas, the 
Gulf Coast, the Panhandle and 
east Texas.

The Gulf Coast corridor 
extends from the  
Rio Grande Valley to the 
Houston and San Antonio 
areas. The corridor includes 
U.S. 281, U.S. 77, I-37, I-10 and 
U.S. 59. The highways provide 
direct routes to and from 
Houston, San Antonio and 
Dallas-Fort Worth.

Panhandle corridor

East Texas corridor

Gulf Coast corridor

Central Texas corridor

West Texas corridor
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By Marie Leonard 
Houston is often touted by business and community 

leaders for its economy, proximity to the port and inter-
national trade, but these attributes are also connected to 
something else—human trafficking. The I-10 corridor, 
which runs through Houston, is designated as the No. 
1 route for human trafficking in the country by the U.S. 
Department of Justice, and it is estimated that 25 percent of 
victims in the U.S. are trafficked through Texas.

“When people say the hub for human trafficking is 
Houston, it’s really the Greater Houston area,” said Robert 
Sanborn, executive director for Children at Risk. “You’re 
going to see a lot of sexually oriented businesses in unin-
corporated areas of the county, because it becomes easier 
for traffickers to operate there.”

Houston’s connection 
Human trafficking is considered a form of modern-day 

slavery through which individuals are forced to provide 
services or labor through the use of force, fraud or coer-
cion, said Edwin Chapuseaux, investigator with the Harris 
County Sheriff ’s Office. 

“Human trafficking is an offense against a person and a 
violation of civil rights,” he said. “With a trafficker, the per-
son doesn’t let go of individuals. He wants them to make 
money for him and will hold onto that person as long as 
he can.” 

During a Houston-area human trafficking summit 
hosted by U.S. Rep. Pete Olson in late July, advocates and 
law enforcement officials gathered to discuss the issue and 
what can be done to stop the practice. 

“Law enforcement officials on all levels are working with 
state agencies to address this problem,” Olson said. “[In 
Congress] we have the authority to pass laws to make it 
easier to put the evildoers in jail and make sure victims are 
put on a path to recovery.” 

Houston is considered a hub for trafficking due in part to 
the interstate highway systems that run through the area, 
namely I-10, which connects California and Florida. 

“We also have [Bush Intercontinental Airport] on 
the north side of town and Hobby Airport in the south, 
so there are a lot of opportunities for traffickers to move 
seamlessly in and out of the city,” said Misa Nguyen, dep-
uty director for Houston-based nonprofit United Against 
Human Trafficking. 

Houston and unincorporated Harris County’s lack of 
zoning laws may also make the area more attractive to traf-
fickers, Nguyen said. 

“You can sometimes have a massage parlor next to a 
daycare, so in that regard, traffickers can have a number of 
different businesses that are fronts for human trafficking,” 
she said. “Traffickers are crafty. The suburbs could also be 
attractive to [traffickers] because they might think people 
aren’t aware of the issue there, and they can conduct their 
business unnoticed.” 

YMCA International has served domestic and interna-
tional victims of human trafficking for 11 years, providing 
them with access to food, counseling, medical care, trans-
portation and other necessary social services, said Con-
stance Rossiter, trafficked persons program director for 
YMCA International in Houston. 

Victims—who can be of any gender, age or race—are 
typically from vulnerable populations who may have expe-
rienced abuse and violence or are looking for a better life in 
the U.S., Rossiter said.  

“[Victims] believe they are coming to work at an honorable 

job, and once they get here they are forced to work in a can-
tina or brothel,” she said. “The traffickers will threaten to 
call immigration, or tell them they know where they live, 
or they’ll take their documents so the person feels helpless 
under their control.”

Although many of the victims YMCA International works 
with are from Central America or other countries around 
the world, there are more domestic human trafficking vic-
tims, Rossiter said. 

“I think when most people hear about trafficking they 
think it’s an international problem,” Sanborn said. “Indeed, 
there are about 15,000 victims who come across our bor-
ders every year for trafficking. But there are 200,000 domes-
tic girls involved with trafficking as well. It changes the 
dynamic immediately when you see the problem is much 
more domestic.” 

Advocacy work 
A growing number of organizations that serve Cy-Fair 

and the Greater Houston area are making an effort to com-
bat human trafficking by raising awareness and offering 
various services to help victims. 

For the last nine years, Cy-Fair based nonprofit Shield 
Bearer has provided counseling services to those in need, 
but three years ago the organization was asked by a sister 
agency to start seeing clients affected by human trafficking, 
executive director Roy Wooten said. 

“The first thing we did was contact other people in the 
field who served this particular group, and we brought in 
some specialists to do some training with our team mem-
bers,” he said. “Since then we have served more than 100 
women and girls.”

Shield Bearer works with several sister agencies in the 
Greater Houston area to help victims of human trafficking, 
including Redeemed Ministries, which has a residential pro-
gram for women and girls who have been trafficked. 

United Against Human Trafficking, which was formed 
in 2005, works to end trafficking through education, out-
reach and prevention. The organization hosts various 
training programs, does community presentations and 
is organizing Houston’s Human Trafficking Awareness 
Month in September. 

“We’ve also been on the forefront of prevention work 
related to human trafficking,” Nguyen said. “A lot of people 
are just starting to learn about the issue, but aren’t focusing 
on how our youth could become victims. We created pre-
vention programs for boys and girls that feature elements 
of labor trafficking and holistic views of trafficking to help 
them recognize what it is.”

In another effort to raise awareness about human traffick-
ing, Tomball resident Jason Arcemont plans to break a world 
record by running 850 miles across Texas in October from 
El Paso to Orange as part of his event, Texas Freedom Run. 

“A couple years ago, an organization called Love146 came 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN HOUSTON’S BACKYARD
The Greater Houston area is considered a hub for human trafficking because of its close proximity to the port, international trade 

and several major interstate highways that run through the area. 

To report a tip, people can call the National Human Trafficking Re-
source Center Hotline at 1-888-373-7888, which is open 24/7. 
The hotline is toll-free and interpreters are available on the line for 
non-English speaking callers.

SEPT. 4: PARTY WITH PURPOSE
Cy-Fair based nonprofit Shield Bearer hosts Party with a Purpose, featuring live music, raffle door prizes and auction items. 
Shield Bearer provides counseling services to couples, families and victims of domestic and international human trafficking. 
6–9:30 p.m. Tin Hall, 14800 Tin Hall Road, Cypress. www.shieldbearer.org 

SEPT. 6: BIG DIPPER DASH 5K
United Against Human Trafficking hosts its fifth annual 5K to kick off Human 
Trafficking Awareness Month 2014. The run takes place at Stude Park in The 
Heights and runs along White Oak Bayou. Participants can enjoy food, music  
and door prizes during an after party. 
5 p.m. Stude Park, Houston. www.houstonrr.org 

OCTOBER 2014: TEXAS FREEDOM RUN 
Tomball resident Jason Arcemont will attempt to break a world record for 
running across Texas to raise awareness about human trafficking. He will make 
stops at various churches and schools along the way to share information and  
raise money for nonprofit Love146, which works to end human trafficking. 
www.texasfreedomrun.com 

Houston has an estimated

The U.S. Department of Justice con-
siders the I-10 corridor to be the

each year, which is a major risk 
factor for human trafficking

human trafficking 
victims will pass 
through Texas

for human trafficking in the country

children who run 
away from home 
are lured into sex 

trafficking within the 
first 48 hours of be-
ing on the street. 

6,000 RUNAWAYS
1 IN 4

24/7 HOTLINE

NO.1 CORRIDOR
1 IN 3

RAISING AWARENESS
There are a number of organizations in Houston that are attempting to raise awareness about human 
trafficking. Several groups have upcoming events planned this fall. 

ADVOCACY

Houston battles human 
trafficking
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out to our church and educated us about these horrible 
[human trafficking] statistics,” Arcemont said. “I felt com-
pelled to do something, and it hit me that I should combine 
my passion for this issue and my endurance to put on this 
event and see what attention we can raise.” 

Arcemont plans to run 30 miles a day for 30 days and 
stop along the way at various churches and schools to raise 
awareness and collect donations for Love146. So far, Arc-
emont has raised about $30,000. Donations can be made 
online at www.texasfreedomrun.com.

In addition to researching the issue, residents can also 
help stop human trafficking in their community by talking 
to their fellow neighbors, Nguyen said. 

“You would never know if that donut shop employee 
you see all the time is a victim of human trafficking who is 
forced to work 16 hours on end without pay and is abused 
physically or emotionally if you don’t start that conversa-
tion,” she said. 

Legislative action 
In Texas, more than a dozen bills related to human traf-

ficking passed in the 2013 legislative session, 
creating tougher criminal and civil conse-
quences for traffickers and measures to better 
protect the victims. 

“There weren’t many laws written in 
the past that allowed prosecutors and law 
enforcement to go after traffickers,” San-
born said. “When trafficking was defined, 
by very name, it sounded like transpor-
tation was involved, but it’s not about 
that at all. It’s about forced labor, and 
that’s why passing legislation becomes 
so important.” 

Signed into law in 2013, House 
Bill 2725 mandated the Texas 

Education Agency and state departments of 
Family and Protective Services and Health and 
Human Services come up with curriculum 
to teach educators and welfare workers about 
trafficking, since victims often interact with 
those providers.

“The idea is that we have more first responders 
trained to identify trafficking victims,” Sanborn said. 

Additionally, Senate Bill 92 from the 2013 legislative 
session dealt with diversionary court programs, allowing 
minors who get in trouble with the law for prostitution 
related to trafficking to get their record dropped and get the 
social services they need. 

“There are still a lot of areas of the law that need to be 
focused on in regard to trafficking, including treatment for 
victims and ending demand,” Sanborn said. “We wouldn’t 
have this problem if there weren’t men buying young girls 
and women who have been trafficked. In a sense, [traffick-
ing] starts with demand, and as a community we will have 
to change our habits.” 

HUMANS 
ARE NOT 
FOR SALE

Is not free to come and go as 
they wish

Works unusually long hours

Was recruited through false 
promises concerning the na-
ture of their work

Is fearful, anxious, depressed 
or tense

Has no possessions or docu-
ments

Is not in control of their own 
money

Is not allowed to speak for 
him or herself

IF THE INDIVIDUAL...

ot al Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Human trafficking, Houston Rescue and Restore Coalition

notforsalecampaign.org

KNOWING 
THE SIGNS

Sources: Children at Risk, Polaris Project, United Against Human Trafficking

While human trafficking can be 
difficult to identify, the following 
conditions could be signs that 
an individual is a victim of human 
trafficking: 
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Our market is rich with opportunity. You don’t want to waste your life, energy or time interviewing places that 
are clearly not a good fi t. We’d like to tell you just a little bit about how we can be helpful.

Our only job is to help you and your clients succeed. 

We don’t list. We don’t sell.  We don’t compete for business with our agents. 

If you don’t succeed and get paid for your hard work, we don’t succeed or get paid either. Our focus isn’t on 
agent fees; it’s on you, your clients and your business. 

Meet Linsey. She’s your Career Coach. Formerly an in-demand coach with Tom Ferry, who is recognized by 
many as the #1 educator in real estate, she brings crackling energy, enthusiasm and a depth of experience 
ten miles deep. Linsey has coached hundreds of agents across the country whose businesses have exploded 
from clients few-and-far between and skimpy earnings-to-match, to many clients, perpetual success and six-
fi gure income. She can do it for you too. 

I’m Ken, the Sales Manager. My background includes thirty-three years of real estate experience and eighteen 
years of success leading Pro Icon agents with Gary Greene’s Number One selling offi ce, The Woodlands 
Marketing Center. I’m also the author of Less Blah Blah More Ah Ha – How social savvy real estate agents 
become trusted, preferred, referred and rewarded, Amazon’s best seller in the real estate sales category. 

Working together, Linsey and I will help you sling shot your real estate business to new levels of success 
and sustainability. We’ll do great work, help lots of people, have fun and prosper personally and fi nancially. 

So enough about us. Linsey and I would like to know more about you. How can we be helpful? 

Give us a ring, email or text us today. 

9000 Forest Crossing, The Woodlands, TX

Real Estate Pros In Search Of Plan B

Ken Brand, Sales Manager
832-797-1779
KenBrand@GaryGreene.com

Linsey Ehle, Career Coach 
949-939-2514
Linsey.Ehle@GaryGreene.com
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Recent home construction in East Shore

DEVELOPMENT HIGHLIGHTS

East Shore, on Lake Woodlands, features 
coastal home designs in a variety of 
styles. Located on the western edge of 
Town Center, the neighborhood features 
homes that range from $400,000 to  
$3 million.

1  East Shore is a 169-acre community 
along the eastern edge of Lake 
Woodlands that includes homes built by 
Post Custom Homes on Cape Harbor 
Place near the intersection with Colonia 
Row Drive.

2  Rueby Custom Homes is building a 
house in East Shore located on Southern 
Crescent, near East Shore Drive.

3  Jamestown Estate Homes has 
constructed about 420 homes in East 
Shore. This home is located on the East 
Shore Drive and East Bay Boulevard.

4  East Shore homes, like this one under 
construction near the Timberloch Place 
and North Bay Boulevard intersection, are 
located in the Conroe ISD feeder area.

5  A home built by Novi Homebuilders 
Corporation on Admiralty Bend Lane at 
the intersection with Lake Front Circle 
nears completion.

6  Rueby Custom Homes is building a 
home along East Shore Drive near the 
intersection at Georgian Row. 

Compiled by Jesse Mendoza 
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REPAIRS  • MAINTENANCE • INSTALLATIONS

281-651-5484

BradburyBrothers.com

“We Take Care of Your Air”

$50 OFF
REPAIRS

OF $200 OR MORE
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC. WITH COUPON ONLY. 
NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS 

OR SPECIALS. EXPIRES 10/09/14. 
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER.

$59.00
TUNE-UP

(REG. $89)
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC. PER SYSTEM. CANNOT BE 
COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS OR SPECIALS. 

EXPIRES 10/09/14. 
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER.

YOUR AIR CONDITIONING 
AND HEATING SPECIALISTS
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(281) 298-5688
4775 W Panther Creek Drive, Suite 430 • The Woodlands, TX 77381

sushiamashouston.com

R A T E D  # 1  S U S H I  B A R  I N  T H E  W O O D L A N D S  &  H O U S T O N

OMAKASE
CHEF CHOICE DINNER

TRADITIONAL JAPANESE DISHES

CUSTOM CATERINGTAKE-OUT, PARTY TRAYS, LUNCH PACKAGES

Charity Golf TournamentCharity Golf Tournament
Wo o d f o r e s t  G o l f  C o u r s e

October 5th $100 per person
Includes Lunch & Dinner  10am Tee Off

1199 Fish Creek, Thoroughfare, TX 77316

Can't make the golf tournament? 
You can still show your support 

by attending our dinner! 

$40 per person. 
Masa's Sushi & Rotata Bar. 

New menu items will be 
served at dinner.

FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, impactnews.com/wdl

Chicago-based Gino’s East to open a 
location in The Woodlands
By Jesse Mendoza

The Woodlands residents will soon 
have a chance to carve their names into 
the Gino’s East wall, as the Chicago-based 
pizza parlor is set to open its first Texas 
location in November. Gino’s East will 
open at 25657 I-45 S., in the former loca-
tion of Bikinis Sports Bar & Grill.

Gino’s East partnered with Austin-
based ATX Brands—which operate 
Pelons Tex-Mex Restaurant, the Austin 
venue Parish and Bikinis—and will be 
opening six Texas locations by the end of 
2015, ATX Brands CEO Doug Guller said. 
To date, the restaurant has 13 locations 
throughout Illinois, Indiana and Wiscon-
sin.

“They are probably known as one of the 
top pizzerias in Chicago for deep dish, if 
not the top,” Guller said. “The exact same 
product they have in Chicago, we will 
have here in Texas. We are able to get the 
same sausage from Chicago, the same 
cheese, and so on.”

Gino’s East is well-known for its 

TOP 5 WEB STORIES
Most-read Web stories from 7/29/14–9/3/14

1 More details announced for Grand Texas 
theme park

2 New theme park set to open in 2015 in east 
Montgomery County

3      The Woodlands lands Costco store 

4  Chicago-based Gino’s East to open a 
location in The Woodlands

5  Mercedes-Benz dealership coming to The 
Woodlands

By Jesse Mendoza
Montgomery County Precinct 3 is 

ramping up mosquito abatement efforts 
to address early signs of a demanding 
West Nile virus season, Commissioner 
James Noack said.

The county began aerial spraying of 
the Precinct 3 area in response to eight 
reported human cases of West Nile 
throughout the county, which included 
the death of an elderly man, Noack said.

Dr. Mark Escott, medical director for 
Montgomery County Public Health Dis-
trict, said the death was of a man in his 
early 80s who had West Nile, and other 

health issues.
“He had West Nile and he died,” Escott 

said. “For the purposes of documentation 
and reporting, this is a West Nile death.”

Precinct 3 has also seen about 11 sites 
where mosquitoes tested positive for West 
Nile virus.

“South Montgomery County is the 
gateway for mosquito-borne illnesses 
in Montgomery County,” Noack said. 
“That is primarily due to our proximity 
to Spring Creek, as well as the San Jacinto 
River. So we start testing in early May, 
and based on our results we start feed-
ing information to other portions of the 

county. We are testing in [Montgomery 
County] Precinct 2 right now. We are 
testing in Precinct 4 right now.”

Precinct 3’s mosquito abatement 
program begins by testing mosquitos for 
West Nile, then locally spraying right of 
ways, storm drains and culverts before 
moving on to aerial spraying.

Noack said county officials are looking 
at options for contracting and funding 
for aerial spraying but expect the cost to 
range from $150,000 to $400,000 in the 
precinct. He said countywide spray-
ing could cost as much as $500,000 to 
$750,000.

Montgomery County responds to concerns of West Nile virus

              READER FEEDBACK

Reader comment from Facebook

“I would like to see more information 
on the growing problem of home-
less animals in Montgomery County. 

Our local animal shelters intake numbers are 
astonishing. Operation Pets Alive is one local 
group that is helping. Attention is needed 
desperately to save pets who die needlessly 
every day.”

—Tracy V.

In response to Environmental study on high-
speed rail from Houston to Dallas begins 
(Posted Aug. 6, 2014):

“Hope to see this come to fruition. 
Imagine telling your family at 8 a.m. 
on a Saturday “We’re going to the 

state fair for the day,” and get there before 
noon ... or having an anniversary “date night” 
on the Riverwalk and not taking two days off 
work.” 

—Bob in Champions

deep-dish pizza, but also offers a variety 
of thin-crust pizza, calzones, sandwiches, 
salads and craft beer.

Traditionally, customers have been 
allowed to write on the restaurant’s walls 
to pass the time since the original pizza 
parlor opened its doors on Superior Street 
in Chicago. Guller said The Woodlands 
location will continue the tradition of 
allowing customers to make their mark 
on the restaurant as well.

“Back when they were started on the 
original Superior Street location, they had 
graffiti all over their walls because deep-
dish pizza takes 45 minutes to make,” 
Guller said. “So a lot of people, when you 
talk to them about Gino’s, they say they 
loved the pizza and carved their name 
into the wall.”

Following the opening of The Wood-
lands location, ATX Brands will open a 
Gino’s East restaurant in San Antonio in 
December or January 2015, and expects to 
open locations in Dallas-Fort Worth and 
Austin by the second quarter of 2015.

Mobile-friendly, online-exclusive news
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook
impactnews.com/wdl-facebook

Follow us on Twitter
@impactnews_wdl

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at
impactnews.com/e-newsletter

By Jesse Mendoza
Stephen “Skeeter” Hubert has filed to 

run for Conroe ISD Board of Trustees 
Position 3, joining Kim LeJeune and 
Jason Millsaps in the race to fill the 
seat in the Nov. 4 election.

The three candidates are vying to 
replace former board member C.J. 
Haynes.

Hubert serves as president of the 
board of directors for Montgomery 
County Emergency Assistance; has 
served on the Woodlands Area Cham-
ber of Commerce board of directors for 
two separate terms and served on The 
Woodlands Community Association 
board of directors in 2008.

Board positions 1 and 2 are also up 
for election this year. Melanie Bush 
announced her candidacy for Position 
1 in March. Position 2 incumbent Ray 
Sanders has also filed for re-election, 
according to the school district.

Hubert joins 
Conroe ISD 
trustee race
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Woodlands to see crowded race for 
November township board election

Hamilton to seek 
spot on Conroe 
ISD school boardBy Brian Walzel

The Woodlands will see a busy election 
season this fall after 10 candidates filed to 
vie for four open positions on the commu-
nity’s board of directors.

Three of the four positions are  
contested, with Position 1 incumbent 
Gordy Bunch being the lone director run-
ning unopposed. Positions 2, 3 and 4 are 
also up for election this year, with each 
seeing its incumbents facing challenges.

The race for Position 2 includes incum-
bent Mike Bass and Ron Mullins. Bass, 
who is a retired business consultant, was 
first elected to the board in 2012 and also 
serves on the township’s ad hoc transpor-
tation committee. Mullins is a financial 
adviser and a six-year resident of The 
Woodlands.

David Cassidy and Ryan Elkins will 
challenge incumbent Jeff Long for the 
Position 3 seat. Long was first elected to 
the township board in 2012. He is a retired 
civil engineer and also serves on the 
township’s ad hoc transportation com-
mittee. Cassidy is a physical therapist and 
three-year resident of The Woodlands, and 
Elkins works in customer relations and is 
a 10-year resident of The Woodlands.

Walter Boyd, Sharon Lavery, Jim 
Meszaros and incumbent Ed Robb are 
vying for the Position 4 seat. Robb was 
elected to the position at the onset of the 
township governance in 2010. He is the 
pastor of Woodlands United Method-
ist Church and serves on the township’s 
ad hoc economic development commit-
tee. Meszaros is a financial adviser and 
has lived in The Woodlands for 14 years. 
Lavery is a chemical engineer and is a 
three-year resident of The Woodlands, 
and Boyd is a lawyer and has lived in The 
Woodlands for three years.

Township directors serve two-year 
terms and are not paid for their service. 
All four positions up for vote are elected 
at-large by residents of The Woodlands 
Township living in both Montgomery and 
Harris counties.

Election Day is Nov. 4, with early voting 
beginning Oct. 20. The last day to register 
to vote is Oct. 6. 

For more information on this year’s 
township board election, visit  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov. For 
more information on this year’s elections, 
visit www.mctx.org/election/ or  
www.harrisvotes.org.

By Connor Hyde
Carol Hamilton has joined the race to 

fill Position 3 on the Conroe ISD board of 
trustees. Hamilton joins Jason Millsaps 
and Stephen “Skeeter” Hubert in the Posi-
tion 3 race.

Hamilton touted her 35 years of teach-
ing experience as her strength as a candi-
date to replace former board member C.J. 
Haynes. Haynes resigned from the board 
earlier this year.

Hamilton said her experience in the 
classroom would bring a different per-
spective to the board as she encourages 
continuing to model curriculum beyond 
the State of Texas Assessments of Aca-
demics Readiness test. Providing voca-
tional resources for students who are not 
planning to attend a four-year college is a 
priority as well, Hamilton said.

“We have to look at our future and 
deviate and put [in] some other avenues 
so we can reach more kids who choose 
not to pursue [four years of college],” she 
said. “We need to provide them the train-
ing with specialized areas and vocational 
help.”

ELECTIONS

Hamilton said she hopes to work with 
Superintendent Don Stockton to maintain 
district reserve funds in case of emergen-
cies.

“We need those reserves for emergen-
cies,” Hamilton said. “[Stockton] is being 
very business-oriented by thinking about 
the children and thinking about the staff.”

Hamilton owns and manages Young 
Einsteins Math and Science Academy in 
Spring and moved to the Conroe area in 
2006. She retired from Aldine ISD after 
working at Dallas ISD and Galveston ISD 
for 35 years.

Kim LeJeune, who originally filed to 
run for Position 3, switched Aug. 18 to 
join the race for Position 1 against Mela-
nie Bush. Ray Sanders, who holds Position 
2, is running unopposed.
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WHY ARE THEY CALLED

WISDOM TEETH?

Spring | �e Woodlands | Magnolia | Conroe | HuntsvilleFor other Houston area locations please visit us online at:  
www.Miracle-Ear-Houston.com

A major name brand hearing aid provider wishes to field test a 
remarkable new digital hearing instrument in the area.The hearing 
test to determine if you qualify is free of charge.

These revolutionary 100% Digital instruments use the latest technol-
ogy to comfortably and almost invisibly help you hear more clearly. 
This technology solves the “stopped up ears”, and “head in a barrel” 
sensation some people experience.

If you wish to participate, you will be required to have your hearing 
tested in our office FREE OF CHARGE to determine candidacy and review your 
results with the hearing instruments with our hearing care specialist.

At the end of this evaluation, you may keep your instrument, if you so desire, at a 
tremendous savings for participating in this field test. Special testing will be done to 
determine the increased benefits of this technology. Benefits of hearing aids vary by 
type and degree of hearing loss, noise environment, accuracy of hearing test, and 
proper fit. This is a wonderful opportunity to determine if hearing help is 
available for your hearing loss and get hearing help at a very affordable price.

Call today to make your reservation!

CALL NOW IF YOU WISH TO BE
INCLUDED IN THIS FIELD TEST

Are You Hard Of Hearing?
HEALTH NOTIFICATIONS

Conroe/The Woodlands
8000 SH 242, Ste 117• Conroe, TX 77385

713-300-0809
www.Miracle-Ear-TheWoodlands.com

PROMO CODE:  04TQ092A

Hard of Hearing Community Impact Woodlands 08-29-2014.pdf   1   8/29/14   1:14 PM
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New Conroe ISD budget includes teacher, staff raises
By Abigail Allen 

The Conroe ISD’s fiscal year 
2014–15 budget includes $10.2 million 
in raises for the district’s teachers and 
staff. The budget also sets aside $22.1 
million to fund district operations 
next year. 

Last year, a new hire in the district 
with no previous experience earned 
a salary of $48,700. This year, with 
the approved 3.5 percent average pay 
increase, a first-year teacher will earn 
a base salary of $49,140.  

According to the district’s hiring 
schedule, the pay increase would be 
$1,840 over last year’s salaries for all 
new teachers, no matter their experi-
ence level. 

“We use a service through the 
Texas Association of School Boards 
that looks at wages and helps to guide 
us to remain competitive,” CISD 
Superintendent Don Stockton said. 

Non-professionals will receive a 4 
percent average salary increase.

  The budget, approved by the CISD 
board of trustees Aug. 19, includes 

$417.2 million in revenue for the 
district and the $395.1 million in 
expenses, which includes the increase 
in salaries. 

The district projects that 56,114 
children will be enrolled in CISD 
this year, about 1,100 more than last 
school year. 

The payroll costs, including those 
needed for increased enrollment, add 
up to $350.3 million. 

CISD was also able to shave half a 
cent off of the district’s property tax 
rate, taking it from $1.285 per $100 of 
taxable valuation last year to $1.28 for 
Fiscal year 2014–15.

“That’s the third year in a row that 
we’ve been able to reduce our tax 
rate,” Stockton said. 

The district’s property values went 
from about $1.9 billion in 2013 to 
about $3.02 billion in 2014. 

“This year the appraised value 
inside CISD went up pretty dramati-
cally, so it’s caused an increase in rev-
enue,” Stockton said. “We’re going to 
[save] that $22 million because with 

school funding there’s a one-year lag 
in the appraised value effect. So for 
instance, next year if the appraised 
value is not that high, the funding is 
reduced by that amount.” 

CISD tries to be proactive by 
preparing for future years that might 
have a leaner budget, Stockton said.

“We have always been very cautious 
and tried to plan ahead,” he said. “So 
when we’ve been in positions to [bud-
get a surplus], we’ve done this. We 
never want to be in a position where 
we don’t have the needed funds.”

The district had four objectives 
for the budget: provide for the needs 
during the current school year, give 
district employees a salary increase, 
decrease the property tax rate and 
save money for the upcoming school 
year, Stockton said.

“I do think those four [objec-
tives] are really important: that we’re 
meeting the needs, current needs, 
and meeting the future needs also,” 
Stockton said. “We should be in very 
strong financial standing.”

CISD 2014-15 BUDGET
PROPERTY TAX RATE

BUDGET DETAILS

CONROE ISD EXPENSES

SALARY INCREASE

2013–14  - $1.285  2014–15 - $1.28

REVENUE - $417.2 MILLION
EXPENDITURES - $395.1 MILLION
SURPLUS - $22.1 MILLION
      (TO BE USED FOR FISCAL YEAR 2015–16)

3.5% INCREASE  
FOR PROFESSIONALS

(PER $100 OF PROPERTY VALUATION)

4% INCREASE FOR  
NON-PROFESSIONALS

PAYROLL  
$350.3 MILLION 
CONTRACTED  
SERVICES  
$21.3 MILLION
SUPPLIES & 
MATERIALS  
$17.7 MILLION 
EQUIPMENT  
& OTHER  
$5.8 MILLION

TOTAL  
$395.1 MILLION

Hyatt Place Houston – The Woodlands
1909 Research Forest Drive

The Woodlands, Texas, USA, 77380
www.HyattPlaceTheWoodlands.com

Tel: +1 281 298 4600
Fax: +1 281 298 4612 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF JOYFUL RATES FOR ROOM RENTAL 
AND SLEEPING ROOMS. IT’S NOT TOO LATE. 
CONTACT CHRISTI GAZAWAY FOR AVAILABLE DATES!

 Research Forest Dr.
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A Comprehensive 
Christian EduCation

The Woodlands United methodist Church offers your children the opportunity to 
go from their early years through elementary school in the same location. our goal 
is to provide a nurturing academic home for them to grow and flourish.

Contact us today for enrollment information and to schedule a tour! 

ChildrEn of thE Woodlands
Accredited preschool program (18 months – 5 years)
cotw@twumc.org  |  281.297.5959  |  cotw.twmschool.org

thE Woodlands MEthodist sChool
private Christian elementary school (K – 6th grade) 
info@twmschool.org  |  281.882.8220  |  twmschool.org

Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com



The Woodlands Edition • September 2014 NEWS  35The Woodlands Edition • September 2014

FOCUS
MAGNOLIA ISD

NEWS  35

Magnolia ISD approves $112.4 million budget
By Liza Winkler

The Magnolia ISD school 
board approved a $112.4 million 
balanced budget Aug. 18 for the 
2014-15 school year that includes 
a reduced property tax rate, pay 
raises and additional staff.

MISD Chief Financial Offi-
cer Erich Morris said the $112.4 
million operating budget is an 
increase of 3.4 percent over last 
year. The budget accounts for an 
increase in the starting teacher sal-
ary to $46,000 and a salary raise of 
4 percent for all employees.

The school board also approved 
a 25 to 30 percent increase in the 
daily substitute teacher pay scale 
to $75 for those without a degree, 
$85 for those with a degree and 
$100 for those with a certification, 
Morris said. 

“After assessing our [substitute 
teacher] pay versus our surround-
ing districts, we determined we 
were a little bit behind,” Morris 
said. “The board was adamant that 

we needed to make our substitute 
pay scale a little more attractive.”

MISD Superintendent Todd 
Stephens said MISD will add 
about 22 new employees, which 
includes 12 teachers and other 
professional staff. 

The district will also benefit 
from a boost in the state funding 
allotment per student to $5,408—
an increase of $90 over the 2013-14 
school year, Morris said. 

“The state increased an allot-
ment per student in each of the 
two years of this funding cycle,” 
Morris said. “I think it’s impor-
tant to note that although it is 
an increase in the amount per 
student, it doesn’t fully recoup the 
amount decreased four years ago 
[in state funding cuts].”

One of the district’s main reve-
nue drivers is its overall appraised 
value, which is expected to rise 
8 percent over last year based 
on certified tax rolls from the 
Montgomery County Appraisal 

District. The rise in the district’s 
overall appraised value can be 
attributed to new housing and 
businesses on the east side of the 
district, Morris said.

“Eight percent growth—that’s 
very healthy, and I think [the 
district’s overall appraised value 
is] going to continue to grow,” 
Stephens said. 

For the first time since the 
2009-10 school year, MISD 
announced a decrease in the 
property tax rate of 1 cent from 
$1.39 per $100 valuation to $1.38 
per $100 valuation, Morris said. 
At the average home valua-
tion of $212,817, taxpayers will 
pay $2,957 in annual property 
taxes—a savings of about $22, 
he said. 

“[The school board members] 
feel comfortable they can meet 
the needs of the district with 
an actual reduction in tax rate, 
which is a great position to be 
in,” Morris said. 

Revenue: $112.4 million
Revenue per pupil: $5,408

Expenditures
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$112.4
million

The school board approved a $112.4 million balanced budget Aug. 18. 
The budget allots for a 3.4 percent increase over 2013-14 to account 
for salary raises, additional staff and the addition of a local leave day.

MISD 2014-15 BUDGET

62.2% Instruction 

14.7% Maintenance and operations 

12.8% Leadership

6.8% Transportation

2.3% Co-curricular and extracurricular

2.3% Media and development

22 new hires
Teachers

Food service 
technicians

Other 
professionals

12 5 5

substitute teacher 
payscale raise of 25-30% 
over last year

4% pay increase
over last year for all employees

$46,000 starting salary 
for teachers

Education sponsors

Lone Star College is the college of choice 
 More area high school May grads choose to attend LSC the following fall than UH, 
 A&M, SHSU and SFA - combined! And at 1/5 the cost of UT, our excellent faculty and 
 average class size of 23 make it easy to understand why.

Lone Star College graduates help keep our community safe 
 84% of all emergency first responders (fire, police, EMS) and 63% of all health care  
 workers graduate from a community college like Lone Star College.

Lone Star College provides the education and training to meet 
area employer’s needs 
 63% of all jobs will require postsecondary training by 2018. Lone Star College helps 
 build a skilled work force that attracts new businesses to the area. A strong workforce 
 equals a strong community.

Lone Star College provides educational programs for all ages 
 Learning doesn’t start or stop at a certain age. Lone Star College has  
 the Academy for Lifelong Learning for active adults 50+, and  
 Discovery College offering summer programs for youths.

LSC-CyFair  •  LSC-Kingwood  •  LSC-Montgomery  •  LSC-North Harris  •  LSC-Tomball  •  LSC-University Park
With 6 state-of-the-art campuses located across the Houston region, there is an open door near you.

07.23.14.03

Open Doors 
LoneStar.edu/Election

Opening Doors to a Better Community 
Lone Star College Makes a Difference in Everyone’s Life
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Accountability ratings
In the performance index accountability system, first implemented in 2012-13, ratings are as follows:

Met Standard (MS): Met performance targets

Met Alternative Standard (MAS): Met performance targets for charter operators and alternative education 
campuses

Improvement Required (IR): Did not meet one or more performance targets

2013–14 Conroe ISD accountability rating MS

District scores by grade
2013–14 State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) passing results*

Grade 3 Reading 86% Math 86%

Grade 4 Reading 86% Math 87%

Grade 5 Reading 87% Math 89%

Grade 6 Reading 90% Math 91%

Grade 7 Reading 84% Math 77%

Grade 8 Reading 91% Math 92%

End of course,
all grades

 English I 76%, English II 77%, algebra I 88%, biology 96%, U.S. history 97%
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by grade*
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1 Anderson MS 922 86.1 79% 86% 90% 90% 85% 33, 39, 46, 47, 51

2 Armstrong MS 767 85.7 70% 78% 62% 76% 69% 39, 47, 51

3 Austin IR 927 75.1 64% 64% 66% 51% 52% 33, 37, 45, 46, 49, 51

4 Birnham Woods IR 795 11.6 96% 97% 88% 84% 81% 35, 48, 52

5 Broadway MS 856 14.8 90% 87% 93% 94% 97% 35, 48, 52

6 Buckalew MS 730 1.9 97% 97% 97% 99% 98% 38, 44, 50

7 Bush MS 712 10 94% 95% 91% 95% 89% 38, 44, 53

8 Creighton MS 806 82.1 76% 76% 76% 74% 64% 37, 45, 49

9 David MS 620 6 96% 99% 94% 96% 92% 34, 43, 50

10 Ford MS 1,013 58 79% 65% 83% 79% 84% 35, 40, 42, 52

11 Galatas MS 704 3 98% 99% 99% 99% 97% 38, 44, 53

12 Giesinger MS 627 35.7 93% 91% 94% 94% 96% 36, 46, 51

13 Glen Loch MS 636 44.8 87% 80% 82% 79% 79% 41, 44, 53

14 Hailey MS 694 42.1 92% 88% 89% 84% 87% 41, 43, 50

15 Houser MS 831 59.9 73% 83% 74% 80% 72% 40, 42, 52

16 Houston MS 940 92 49% 72% 66% 56% 68% 39, 47, 51

17 Kaufman MS 886 15.7 89% 85% 92% 92% 93% 40, 42, 52

18 Lamar MS 733 33.2 88% 85% 85% 89% 84% 41, 43, 50

19 Milam MS 912 80.3 76% 72% 61% 73% 52% 37, 45, 49

20 Oak Ridge MS 471 35.2 88% 91% 92% 85% 88% 40, 42, 52

21 Patterson N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 33, 46, 51

22 Powell MS 799 6.4 98% 93% 97% 97% 95% 34, 38, 43, 44, 50, 53

23 Reaves MS 852 74.9 73% 83% 81% 82% 80% 36, 46, 51

24 Rice MS 649 59.2 78% 73% 87% 89% 82% 36, 46, 51

25 Ride MS 535 11.6 93% 92% 92% 96% 93% 34, 43, 50

26 Runyan MS 616 86 80% 76% 75% 81% 69% 33, 39, 46, 47, 51

27 San Jacinto MS 564 68.4 78% 81% 76% 74% 78% 37, 45, 49

28 Snyder MS 791 19.8 87% 84% 90% 95% 88% 35, 48, 52

29 Wilkinson MS 625 34.6 89% 89% 92% 91% 82% 33, 46, 51
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by grade*
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30 Deretchin MS 1,159 2.2 98% 96% 96% 99% 95% 99% 98% 99% 99% 99% 44, 53

31 Stewart n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 46, 51

32 Tough MS 1,122 1.6 99% 100% 97% 99% 99% 98% 99% 96% 98% 99% 44, 53
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by grade*
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42 Irons MS 1,041 31.6 87% 83% 85% 94% 95% 91% 79% 52

43 Knox MS 1,277 15.8 91% 87% 84% 93% 96% 89% 84% 50

44 McCullough MS 2,252 4.1 96% 95% 93% 98% 99% 92% 93% 53

45 Moorhead MS 1,075 65.8 67% 64% 54% 74% 75% 67% 52% 49

46 Peet MS 1,213 53 77% 65% 70% 87% 88% 75% 61% 51

47 Washington MS 629 87.4 63% 54% 64% 81% 84% 76% 61% 51

48 York MS 915 20.2 87% 78% 76% 94% 93% 91% 84% 52

2012–13 statistics** State District

Economically disadvantaged 60.4% 35.9%

English Language Learners (ELL) 17.1% 12.3%

Average annual salary of teachers $48,821 $50,927

Average starting salary of teachers $41,878 $45,692
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by grade*
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33 Bozman MS 695 66.2 78% 82% 82% 82% 85% 46, 51

34 Collins MS 611 5.4 98% 99% 98% 99% 99% 41, 43, 50

35 Cox MS 963 22.7 92% 93% 92% 94% 96% 48, 52

36 Cryar MS 710 53 82% 86% 87% 87% 90% 46, 51

37 Grangerland MS 1,016 72.4 79% 76% 80% 77% 83% 45, 49

38 Mitchell MS 1,162 5.2 96% 97% 96% 97% 98% 44, 53

39 Travis MS 539 93.7 70% 71% 68% 76% 75% 47, 51

40 Vogel MS 1,109 35 88% 90% 84% 91% 92% 42, 35, 48, 52

41 Wilkerson MS 729 31.8 80% 83% 85% 88% 84% 44, 53
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by subject*

End-of-course – all students
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49 Caney Creek MS 1,848 59.8 70 92 58 58 92

50 College Park MS 2,692 12.4 87 97 88 91 98

51 Conroe MS 3,300 57.3 77 91 60 62 93

52 Oak Ridge MS 3,382 24.2 92 99 82 81 98

53 The Woodlands MS 4,125 3.6 95 99 93 92 100

District and school targets
The new accountability ratings were released this summer. In August, districts and 

campuses received ratings of Met Standard, Met Alternative Standard and Improve-
ment Required based on student State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness 
and end-of-course exam results from the 2013–14 school year and other indicators. 

Students began taking STAAR and end-of-course exams in 2012, but during the 
2013 legislative session lawmakers reduced the number of end-of-course exams from 
15 to five. High school students are required to pass algebra I, U.S. history, biology, 
English I and English II end-of-course exams before graduating. 

FOCUS
C O N R O E  I S D

Sources: Texas Education Agency, Pearson Education Inc., *Test results are from the spring 2014 STAAR and end-
of-course administrations. Fifth- and eighth-grade math 
and reading results from the first administration only.

**2013–14 statistics will be available in November 2014

Compiled by Marie Leonard and Brian Walzel, 
Kayley Ryan and Fares Sabawi 
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2014–15 Conroe ISD feeder pattern

For more information on schools in Conroe ISD, www.conroeisd.net.

Education sponsors
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS

2013–14 Conroe ISD total students 56,000+
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Peet46 Washington47
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Wilkinson

1

3
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29

Anderson
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1

2
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26

Oak Ridge*52

York48
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Cox35

Birnham Woods 

Broadway
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5
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9
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Caney Creek49
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3
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College Park50

Knox43

Wilkerson41
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Deretchin
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30

32

Mitchell38

Glen Loch13

Buckalew
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Powell

6

7

11
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Stewart31

*Denotes school has 9th grade campus
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School district funding in Texas is composed of a series of complex formulas that 
take into account factors like daily attendance numbers and local tax rates. However, 
the state is in the midst of a lawsuit with dozens of school districts, leaving the future 
of school finance in Texas up in the air. 

The Foundation School Program establishes the 
amount of state funding that is allocated to each school district 
in Texas. Money flows into the Foundation School Fund from mul-
tiple sources, including occupation taxes, gas, water and electric 
utility taxes and net profits from the state lottery. The Foundation 
School Program is also divided into two layers: 

Tier 1—Provides districts with funding based on the type of 
students enrolled in a district, such as regular education, special 
education, career and technical and bilingual education students. 

Tier 2—Guarantees each school district a specific amount of 
funding per student, also known as weighted average daily atten-
dance. 

Money from the federal government helps pay for programs such 
as free and reduced lunch, technology, bilingual education and 
special education. 

M&0: $1.04
MAINTENANCE & OPERATIONS

+ I&S: $0.3495
INTEREST & SINKING RATE

M&0: $1.02
MAINTENANCE & OPERATIONS

+ I&S: $0.34
INTEREST & SINKING RATE

M&0: $1.04
MAINTENANCE & OPERATIONS

+ I&S: $0.24
INTEREST & SINKING RATE

RATE: $1.3895 RATE: $1.36 RATE: $1.28

CONROE ISDMAGNOLIA ISD

State District Judge John Dietz ruled in late August for the second time that the 
state’s school finance system is unconstitutional, prompted by a lawsuit from 
more than 600 Texas school districts. The decision is expected to be appealed to 
the state supreme court, and a final ruling is not expected until mid-2015. 

INSIDE INFORMATION

School District Funding

SCHOOL FINANCE LAWSUIT UPDATE

Three main sources

LOCAL
property taxes

STATE
funding

FEDERAL
funding

State funding 

Federal funding 

2011 20132012 2014

82nd Legislative session
Texas legislators cut $5.4 billion 
from public education, prompting 
budget cuts across the state. 

School finance lawsuit
More than 600 districts joined a 
lawsuit claiming the state’s school 
finance system is unconstitutional. 

YOUR PROPERTY TAXES AT WORK
A school district’s property tax rate is comprised of a maintenance and operations 
tax rate and an interest and sinking tax rate. 

Restoration of funding
Months after Judge Dietz ruled the 
system unconstitutional and legislators 
restored $3.4 billion to public education. 

Second ruling 
Judge Dietz ruled Aug. 28 for a second time that the 
state’s school finance system is unconstitutional. 

M&O  
The M&O rate provides funding 
for the day-to-day operations of a 
school district. 

I&S  
The I&S rate provides funding 
for payments on the debt that 
finances a district’s facilities. 

Sources: Texas Education Agency, Texas Taxpayers and Research Association
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Handwritten reports, solving problems on a chalkboard and encyclopedias have been 
replaced in today’s classrooms by iPads, SMARTBoards and search engines. 

www.johncooper.org

TIMES  HAVE  CHANGED

WWW.JOHNCOOPER.ORG

PK-12 
ADMISSION TOURS  

September 24, October15  or call to schedule
One John Cooper Drive, The Woodlands, Texas 77381 • 281.367.0900

Educational tools have evolved over the years, 
and so has The John Cooper School. 

New academic, athletic and fine arts facilities 
and record enrollment growth have highlighted 

our 27-year history, leading us to become 
a recognized leader in PK-Grade 12 

independent school education. 
Join us on campus and experience Cooper for yourself.

Cooper combines traditional educational
practices with innovative programs

that teach students to think, analyze,
create and take responsibility

for their world.
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CHARTERCHARTER PUBLICPUBLIC

CHARTER SCHOOLSCHARTER SCHOOLS
HOME-RULE SCHOOL DISTRICT CHARTERS
A public school district can convert to 
a home-rule charter after following 
several steps: establishing a commission 
to frame the charter, obtaining 
preclearance from the Department of 
Justice, approval by the commissioner 
of education and an election in which at 
least 25 percent of the district’s registered 
voters participate. No school districts 
in Texas have attempted a home-rule 
conversion. 

OPEN ENROLLMENT CHARTER SCHOOLS
This type of charter school can enroll 
students from any public school district. 
The State Board of Education could 
grant a charter to a public junior college, 
state college, nonprofit, medical unit or 
governmental entity to open a charter 
school or district. 

CAMPUS PROGRAM CHARTERS
If the majority of parents and teachers sign 
a petition in support of a campus charter 
school, the board of trustees may grant a 
campus program charter. The school district 
will be held accountable for the academic and 
financial performance of said charter. 

COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY CHARTERS
The commissioner of education can grant 
open-enrollment charters to public colleges, 
universities and junior colleges that will open 
on the campus of a college or university. 

Tuition: None 

Funding: Charter schools receive state 
funds based on average daily attendance 
of students, but cannot receive facilities 
funding or money from local tax revenue. 

Taxes: Charter schools cannot levy a local tax 

Admission: Open admission, lottery 

Testing: Charter schools are subject to the 
same statewide assessment program as 
school districts. 

Governance: Charter board members are 
appointed, not elected.

Student/teacher ratio: Charter schools 
are not subject to state education codes 
regarding student/teacher ratio. They are 
held to any limitations in their charter. 

School hours: Students are not subject to 
the seven-hour requirement, but they must 
receive at least four hours of instruction 
each day. 

Donations: Charter schools may accept 
charitable donations from private and 
public sources, but cannot be a requirement 
for admission or continued enrollment. 

Examples: Harmony, iSchool High

Tuition: None 

Funding: Local, state and federal funds 

Taxes: A public school district can levy 
taxes. The board of trustees sets the tax 
rate each year for property owners in the 
district. 

Admission: Open admission, but students 
must live within the boundaries of the 
school district

Testing: School districts are held to the 
statewide assessment program, STAAR. 

Governance: Public schools are governed 
by a board elected by the public and are 
required to hold open meetings. 

Student/teacher ratio: The ratio is 22:1 for 
kindergarten through fourth grade, and any 
exemptions must be approved by the board 
of trustees. 

School hours: Students are required to 
attend class for seven hours each day. 

Donations: Public school districts are not 
allowed to accept donations. 

Examples: Conroe ISD 

225
is the maximum number 

of charters in Texas
charter school 

option in Conroe ISD

1

178,826
charter school 

students in Texas
total Texas charter 

school campuses

552

1995
is when charter schools 

were authorized in Texas
students on waiting 

lists in Texas

101,000

INSIDE  INFO

Compiled by Marie Leonard

Sources: Texas Education Agency, Texas Association of School Boards, Texas Charter Schools Association

CHARTER SCHOOLS
DIFFERENT TYPES OF

FEATURES  39
NEWS  39
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Lone Star College - University Center  •  3232 College Drive •  The Woodlands, TX 77384 
936-273-7628 • www.ollusa.edu/TheWoodlands

Our Lady of the Lake University gives you scheduling options 
and affordable tuition to complete your undergraduate or 
graduate degree on the weekends and reach your career goals.

Take your career To The nexT level
 Earn a degree on weekends in The Woodlands

BACHELOR’S • MASTER’S • DOCTORAL
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District scores by grade
2013–14 State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) passing results*

Grade 3 Reading 91% Math 86%

Grade 4 Reading 87% Math 87%

Grade 5 Reading 89% Math 95%

Grade 6 Reading 93% Math 95%

Grade 7 Reading 89% Math 90%

Grade 8 Reading 92% Math 91%

End of course,
all grades

 Algebra I 96%, biology 98%, English I 84%, English II 84%, U.S. history 97%Tomball
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by subject*

End of course – all grades and test takers
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13 Tomball MS 1,553 26.2% 92% 97% 77% 76% 96%

14 Tomball Memorial MS 1,782 13.1% 98% 98% 91% 90% 98%
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by grade*
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1 Canyon Pointe MS 828 23.9% 94% 89% 85% 86% 86% 9, 12, 14

2 Creekside Forest MS 764 3.7% 97% 97% 99% 100% 95% 11, 13

3 Decker Prairie MS 581 40.3% 91% 86% 82% 74% 76% 10, 11, 13

4 Lakewood MS 759 15.9% 93% 88% 84% 93% 78% 9, 12, 14

5 Rosehill MS 576 45.5% 88% 82% 92% 92% 88% 10, 11, 13

6 Timber Creek MS 494 7.3% 88% 95% 90% 89% 88% 11, 13

7 Tomball MS 720 60.1% 78% 60% 74% 70% 76% 10, 11, 13

8 Willow Creek MS 853 12.9% 93% 91% 90% 94% 88% 9, 12, 14
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by grade*
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6 Timber Creek MS 494 7.3% 93% 98% 98% 95% 95% 11, 13

9 Northpointe MS 942 14.8% 93% 96% 92% 95% 95% 12, 14

10 Tomball MS 722 37.7% 81% 93% 85% 88% 95% 11, 13
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by grade*
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11  Tomball MS 846 31.4% 84% 85% 77% 89% 87% 81% 80% 100% 13

12  Willow Wood MS 1,023 19.1% 93% 94% 87% 95% 96% 89% 80% 100% 14
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Tomball ISD school boundaries Tomball ISD feeder pattern
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BOUNDARIES HIGH SCHOOL BOUNDARIES

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

INTERMEDIATE SCHOOLS

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS

HIGH SCHOOLS

Canyon Pointe
Lakewood
Willow Creek

1
4
8

Creekside Forest
Decker Prairie
Rosehill
Timber Creek
Tomball

2
3
5
6
7

Tomball13Tomball Memorial14

Tomball10Northpointe9

Tomball11Willow Wood12

For more information on schools in Tomball ISD, visit www.tomballisd.net.

Tomball ISD accountability rating MS

2012–13 statistics** State District

Economically disadvantaged 60.4% 24.5%

English Language Learners (ELL) 17.1% 11.1%

Average annual salary of teachers $48,821 $52,137

Average starting salary of teachers $41,878 $44,320

** 2013–14 statistics will be available in November 2014

2013–14 Tomball ISD total students 12,482
Sources: Texas Education Agency, Pearson Education Inc., Tomball ISD * All test results are final except 5th and 8th grade, which only    

  include first and second test administration. 

FOCUS
TOMBALL ISD
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Compiled by: David Pollan, Kayley Ryan and Fares Sabawi 
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Accountability ratings
In the performance index accountability system, first implemented in 2012-13, ratings are as follows:

Met Standard (MS): Met performance targets

Met Alternative Standard (MAS): Met performance targets for charter operators and alternative education 
campuses

Improvement Required (IR): Did not meet one or more performance targets

District and school targets
The new accountability ratings were released this summer. In August, districts and 

campuses received ratings of Met Standard, Met Alternative Standard and Improve-
ment Required based on student State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness 
and end-of-course exam results from the 2013–14 school year and other indicators. 

Students began taking STAAR and end-of-course exams in 2012, but during the 
2013 legislative session lawmakers reduced the number of end-of-course exams from 
15 to five. High school students are required to pass algebra I, U.S. history, biology, 
English I and English II end-of-course exams before graduating. 
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District scores by grade
2013–14 State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) passing results*

Grade 3 Reading 77% Math 66%

Grade 4 Reading 80% Math 73%

Grade 5 Reading 89% Math 91%

Grade 6 Reading 79% Math 82%

Grade 7 Reading 75% Math 68%

Grade 8 Reading 90% Math 90%

End of course,
all grades

 Algebra I 81%, biology 93%, English I 71%, English II 73%, U.S. history 95%
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by subject*

End of course – all grades and test takers
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13 Magnolia MS 1,746 23.8% 82% 96% 78% 79% 97%

14 Magnolia West MS 1,775 37.9% 69% 91% 66% 70% 93%
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by grade*
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by grade*

FE
ED

ER
 

SC
HO

OL
S

7TH 8TH

RE
AD

IN
G

M
AT

H

W
RI

TI
NG

RE
AD

IN
G

M
AT

H

SC
IE

NC
E

SO
CI

AL
 

ST
UD

IE
S

AL
GE

BR
A 

I

11  Bear Branch MS 948 26.8% 86% 80% 85% 91% 91% 83% 84% 100% 13

12  Magnolia MS 1,035 46.6% 65% 56% 61% 79% 79% 64% 57% 95% 14
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BOUNDARIES HIGH SCHOOL BOUNDARIES

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

SIXTH GRADE SCHOOLS

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS

HIGH SCHOOLS

Bear Branch
Ellisor
Magnolia Parkway
Smith

1
2
5
7

Lyon
Magnolia
Nichols Sawmill
Williams

3
4
6
8

Magnolia West14Magnolia13

Magnolia10Bear Branch9

Magnolia12Bear Branch11

For more information on schools in Magnolia ISD, visit www.magnoliaisd.org.
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by grade*
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1 Bear Branch MS 644 16% 86% 90% 91% 87% 87% 96% 96% 91% 9, 11, 13

2 Ellisor MS 683 17.7% 92% 76% 83% 73% 82% 82% 89% 72% 9, 11, 13

3 Lyon MS 848 62% 77% 68% 81% 73% 75% 73% 77% 67% 10, 12, 14

4 Magnolia MS 735 58.1% 74% 63% 76% 65% 58% 74% 83% 67% 10, 12, 14

5 Magnolia Parkway MS 680 45.3% 80% 63% 78% 61% 76% 77% 78% 78% 9, 11, 13

6 Nichols Sawmill MS 661 26% 74% 62% 90% 96% 88% 86% 85% 74% 10, 12, 14

7 Smith MS 731 65.5% 82% 61% 73% 78% 78% 81% 88% 92% 9, 11, 13

8 Williams MS 652 77.1% 54% 49% 69% 55% 69% 62% 71% 72% 10, 12, 14

Magnolia ISD accountability rating MS

2012–13 statistics** State District

Economically disadvantaged 60.4% 40.2%

English Language Learners (ELL) 17.1% 10.9%

Average annual salary of teachers $48,821 $49,605

Average starting salary of teachers $41,878 $43,031

** 2013–14 statistics will be available in November 2014

2013–14 Magnolia ISD total students 12,208
Sources: Texas Education Agency, Pearson Education Inc., Magnolia ISD * All test results are final except 5th and 8th grade, which only   

  include first and second test administration. 
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MAGNOLIA ISD

Accountability ratings
In the performance index accountability system, first implemented in 2012-13, ratings are as follows:

Met Standard (MS): Met performance targets

Met Alternative Standard (MAS): Met performance targets for charter operators and alternative education 
campuses

Improvement Required (IR): Did not meet one or more performance targets

District and school targets
The new accountability ratings were released this summer. In August, districts and 

campuses received ratings of Met Standard, Met Alternative Standard and Improve-
ment Required based on student State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness 
and end-of-course exam results from the 2013–14 school year and other indicators. 

Students began taking STAAR and end-of-course exams in 2012, but during the 
2013 legislative session lawmakers reduced the number of end-of-course exams from 
15 to five. High school students are required to pass algebra I, U.S. history, biology, 
English I and English II end-of-course exams before graduating. 
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The Great Rate Event promotion provides special interest rate discounts for select products on 
new credit applications submitted July 1, 2014 through September 30, 2014 with a qualifying 
Wells Fargo consumer or business relationship. Additional restrictions, limitations and 
exclusions may apply; please contact a Wells Fargo banker for further details. This promotion 
may be modi� ed or withdrawn at any time without notice and may not be transferable. 
Terms and conditions of accounts, products, programs, and services are subject to change. All 
applications are subject to approval. Auto loans for vehicle purchase originated at dealerships 
do not qualify for relationship discount.

Deposit products o� ered by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. 
© 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. NMLSR ID 399801. Printed materials 
expire September 30, 2014. (1208230_12963)

For more information, stop by Wells Fargo, 
call 1-866-578-5671, or visit wellsfargo.com/greatrateai

For a limited time, get a special interest rate discount 
from 0.25% to 1.00% on select new loans or lines of credit

Your life is fi lled with great events. This summer, Wells Fargo is 
helping make those events even better. We’re rewarding qualifi ed 
customers with a special interest rate discount on select new loans 
and lines of credit. You could use it to tackle major home renovations, 
consolidate your debt, pay for college expenses, or even grow your 
business. Hurry in and make your life more fulfi lling.

OUR GREAT EVENT:
LIVING THE LIFE WE WANT

Auto Loans | Home Equity Loans & Lines of Credit 
Personal Loans & Lines of Credit | Private Student Loans 

Small Business Loans & Lines of Credit

1208230_12963

 4.9167x12.25

 4c

Eligible customers receive 
interest rate discounts from 
0.25% to 1.00% on select new 
loans and lines of credit

Interest rate discount 
will be applied 
automatically

Promotion ends 
September 30, 2014

PROMOTION DETAILS

1208230_12963 4.9167x12.25 4c.indd   1 8/21/14   4:47 PM

To you, life is an adventure measured in experiences.  

And age is just a number. That’s why Bonterra at Woodforest  

makes the perfect home for all your future endeavors. Set among  

rolling hills and lush woods, Bonterra is a haven of proposed  

amenities and activities for adventurous men and women 55  

and older, and greater than their age. 

LiveBonterra .com
Homes from the mid $200s – mid $400s

For more information, please contact Ashelea, our Internet Home  

Consultant, at 281.780.4652 or HoustonOnline@TaylorMorrison.com

Offer void where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. All information (including, but not limited to prices, availability, 
incentives, floor plans, site plans, features, standards and options, assessments and fees, planned amenities, programs, conceptual 
artists’ renderings and community development plans) is not guaranteed and remains subject to change or delay without notice. 
Maps and plans are not to scale and all dimensions are approximate. Photos and descriptions of any planned improvements, 
features or amenities are not an actual representation and are for illustration purposes only that remain subject to change. This 
material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. At least one resident of 
household must be 55 or better, and additional restrictions apply. Some residents may be younger than 55 and no one under 19 in 
permanent residency. Please see a Taylor Morrison Sales Associate for details and visit www.taylormorrison.com for additional 
disclaimers. © July 2014, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

I AM > 62
I am  

adventurous.

NOW OPEN
Bonterra at Woodforest, 102 Beautyberry Court

Montgomery, Texas 77316  |  281.670.1007

BONWF-012 Bonterra WoodlandsComImpactAd August 4.9167x12.25 MECH.indd   1 7/14/14   4:28 PM
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S ome high school students 
are sharpening their 
skills—and knives—in 

the kitchens of the Conroe ISD 
Culinary Arts program.

The yearlong program is 
offered through two courses: 
Culinary Arts I and Culinary 
Arts Practicum, which is the 
district-level culinary program.  
Courses cover the hospital-
ity and food service industry 
including topics such as res-
taurant management, cooking, 
safety and sanitation, among 
other career-specific objectives, 
CISD Communications Direc-
tor Sarah Wood said.

“The mission of the CISD 
culinary program is to success-
fully equip students with the 
knowledge and skills expected of 

culinary professionals in today’s 
industry,” she said.

A minimum of 30 students 
from six high schools partici-
pate in the program annually. 
Among those schools are The 
Woodlands High School and 
College Park High School, 
Wood said.

Students who successfully 
complete the entry-level Culi-
nary Arts I course offered at 
their home school may advance 
to the district-level culinary 
program housed at Conroe 
High School.  

The program has already 
gained some bragging rights, too.

“We have had contest win-
ners at both the district and 
state levels in SkillsUSA and 
winners at the Montgomery 

County Fair,” Wood said. 
Although the program 

began in 2011, Wood said it has 
changed the lives of many of its 
students.

“Some students attend 
culinary school, and some are 
employed in the food service 
industry,” Wood said. “Others 
go on to college to further their 
education.”

While students are gaining 
valuable training, the commu-
nity come to enjoy the culinary 
benefits of the program as well, 
Wood said.

“We have been able to par-
ticipate in community activi-
ties, such as Taste of the Town, 
TasteFest, The Woodlands Art 
Festival and CISD Heath Fair,” 
Wood said. 

Conroe ISD Culinary Arts
Students learn new cooking skills through classes 

PROGRAMS

Conroe ISD students learn to make a pie in the district’s Culinary Arts I class. 
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By Monica Coleman 

The dish on Culinary 
Arts  I 
• Laboratory-based, housed at the 

student’s home school
• Prerequisites: Lifetime Nutrition 

and Wellness or Restaurant Man-
agement

• Interested students should contact 
their campus counselor

• Focus on fundamentals of cooking 
and baking

• Opportunities for national sanita-
tion certification and more

• Credit: 1-2

The dish on Culinary 
Arts Practicum 
• Practicum is housed at Conroe 

High School 
• Prerequisites: Culinary Arts I
• Provide actual business and 

career experiences
• Opportunities for awards through 

scholarship and competitions
• Focus on leadership including 

inventory management, budgeting 
and ethics

• Credit: 2-3

FEATURES  43
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Education sponsors

CONROE  ISD
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Corey LeJeune
9595 Six Pines Dr. Suite 1460
The Woodlands, TX 77380

WWW.COREYLEJEUNE.COM

HELPING YOU MANAGE 
THE UNEXPECTED!

PHONE: (281) 516-1112
FAX: (281) 466-3308 

Hours: Mon - Sat 6 A.M. - 2 P.M., Sun 7 A.M. - 2 P.M

127 Sawdust Road Suite A
Spring, Texas 77380

281-292-1133

1351 W. Davis Street
Conroe, Texas 77304

936-539-2050

Join our E-Club • Order Online at KolacheFactortyToGo.com

FREE 
Small Coffee
With any purchase.

One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or 
copied. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Not 

valid for online ordering. Offer expires 9/31/2014.

FREE 
Sausage & Cheese 

Kolache
With any combo purchase.

One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or 
copied.Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

One time use. Offer expires 9/31/2014.



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com44  FEATURES

September

16 Going Green
Mike Bass, director of The 

Woodlands Township Board, provides 
an update on transportation issues, new 
development and the effects of congestion 
in a sustainability presentation sponsored by 
The Woodlands Grass Roots Environmental 
Education Network. The presentation 
includes information on two studies launched 
in 2013 regarding transit and mobility in 
south Montgomery County as well as parts 
of Harris County, including The Village of 
Creekside Park. 7 p.m. Free. South Regional 
Library, 2101 Lake Robbins Drive, The 
Woodlands. 281-363-2723.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

19 and Oct. 3
The Woodlands Idol 

preliminaries 
Preliminaries for the eighth annual amateur 
singing competition based on the TV show 
begin in September, building up to the 
final event in November. Sponsored by the 
Woodlands Chamber of Commerce, the 
contest includes preliminary events during 
which 10 singers advance to the semi-finals. 
7:30 p.m. Free. Crescent Moon Wine Bar, 
440 Rayford Road, Spring.  
www.thewoodlandsidol.com

20 Public safety expo
The Woodlands Township 

celebrates National Night Out with live 
K-9 demonstrations and exhibits such 
as an ambulance, fire engine and mobile 
command center. Children’s activities 
include face-painting, bounce houses 
and crafts. Noon–3 p.m. Free. Northshore 
Park, 2505 Lake Woodlands Drive, The 
Woodlands. 281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

20 Walk A Mile in Her Shoes
Men supporting the 

Montgomery County Women’s Shelter 
gather walk sponsors and don high heels 
for an annual fundraiser. The Cut-n-Shoot 
chapter of the Harley Owners Group ride 
out to open the festivities. 9 a.m. Event 
sponsorships range from $500 to $7,500. 
Free to join the walk with sponsors. 
Market Street, 9595 Six Pines Drive, The 
Woodlands.  
www.crowdrise.com/mcwc-walkamile 

22 NHA golf tournament
The North Houston Association 

presents its 20th annual fundraiser at The 
Woodlands Country Club Palmer Course. A 
silent auction, door prizes, barbecue dinner 
and drinks follow the tournament. 11 a.m. 

(registration), noon (shotgun start). $300 
(per person). 100 Grand Fairway Drive, The 
Woodlands. 281-875-0660. 
www.north-houston.com

22 Scholarship golf tournament
The Woodlands Resort and 

Conference Center Panther Trails Course 
hosts the inaugural Woodlands Cup, a 
golf tournament pitting contestants from 
the eight villages of The Woodlands. 
Proceeds go to graduating seniors from 
College Park, Oak Ridge North and The 
Woodlands high schools. Openings 
are available until Sept. 15. 8 a.m. 
(event start). $150 (per person). 2301 N. 
Millbend Drive, The Woodlands.  
215-828-0068.  
www.woodlandscup.com

22 Art gallery reception
Lone Star College-Montgomery’s 

Mary Matteson-Parrish Art Gallery hosts a 
public reception for its fall exhibit, “Surface 
Time,” with artist Mark Greenwalt. Noon 
(reception), 10 a.m.–5 p.m. (exhibit hours 
through Sept. 26). Free. 3200 College Park 
Drive, The Woodlands. 936-273-7021.  
www.lonestar.edu/montgomery-artgallery

25 Wine, Women and Shoes
The Breast Cancer Charities of 

America and iGoPink benefit from this shoe 
and accessory shopping extravaganza 
featuring wine tasting, a fashion show,  
silent and live auction and a dream closet 
raffle. 4:30 p.m. (VIP shopping), 5:30 p.m. 
(general admission). $95 (individual), $120 
(VIP supporter). The Woodlands Waterway 
Marriott Hotel & Convention Center, 1601 
Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands. www.
thebreastcancercharities.org/igopink-events/

CALENDAR

25 Public meeting
The Houston-Galveston Area 

Council presents the preliminary results of 
the yearlong South County Mobility Study 
and proposed alternatives to address and 
improve transportation issues facing the 
area. Public comment is welcome on the 
plan. 6–8 p.m. Free. Shenandoah Municipal 
Complex, 29955 I-45 N., Shenandoah.  
www.montgomerycountymobility.com

25 Lanakila Luau
The nonprofit organization, FAITH 

–Fighting Cancer, presents a fundraiser 
victory feast over cancer that includes a live 
and silent auction and an “island casual” 
dinner. 6:30 p.m. $100 (individual), $850 
(table of 10). Walden Yacht Club, 13101 
Melville Drive, Montgomery. 936-206-3180.

26 through 28  
The Peddler Show

Lone Star Convention Center hosts a 
traveling shopping fair featuring home 
decor, handcrafted items, clothing, gourmet 
treats and creative gifts. Noon–7 p.m. (Sept. 
26), 9 a.m.–6 p.m. (Sept. 27) and 11 a.m.–4 
p.m. (Sept. 28). Free. Lone Star Convention 
Center, 9055 Airport Road, Conroe.  
800-775-2774. www.peddlershow.com 

27 Denim & Diamonds Gala
The nonprofit Panther Creek 

Inspiration Ranch celebrates its sixth annual 
fundraiser supporting equine programs for 
adults and children with special physical, 
cognitive and emotional needs. 6 p.m. 
$150 (individual). The Woodlands Marriott 
Waterway Hotel & Convention Center, 1601 
Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands.  
281-719-8322, ext. 104. www.pciranch.org

27 Bugs, Brew and Barbecue 
The city of Tomball hosts an event 

featuring classic Volkswagens, Texas craft 
beer, local fare and live music. 9 a.m.–6 
p.m. Free. Historic Depot, 201 S. Elm St., 
Tomball. www.ci.tomball.tx.us

27 and 28  
Longhorn Rod Run

Visitors to Old Town Spring get a close-up 
view of classic cars in a historical setting, 
with an opportunity to talk with more than 
400 antique car owners. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. Free. 
Old Town Spring. www.oldtownspring.com

C
o

ur
te

sy
 T

he
 M

o
nt

g
o

m
er

y 
C

o
un

ty
 W

o
m

en
’s

 S
he

lte
r

C
o

ur
te

sy
 D

o
nn

a 
W

ic
k 

P
ub

lic
 R

el
at

io
ns

Creekfest
Organized by the Houston 
Northwest Chamber of Commerce 

with the help of local cultural organizations, 
the fourth annual Creekfest provides live 
entertainment, local artists and vendors as 
well as food and family-friendly activities for 
the community to experience local arts and 
culture. Attendees experience fine arts through 
hands-on art projects, artist demonstrations, 
performances and library activities. The Color 
the Creek Fun Run kicks off the event at 8 a.m. 
10 a.m.–4 p.m. $40 (registration for 5K). $20 
(family fun run). Free (other Creekfest events). 
Locations vary along Cypresswood Drive.  
281-440-4160. www.creekfesthouston.com
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Worth the TRIP

Compiled by Nicole Bradford and Brian Walzel

WWW.AMERIGOS.COM
25250 GROGANS PARK DRIVE 

THE WOODLANDS, 77380
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.

Grogan’s Park Dr.

Grogan’s Mill Rd.

Sawdust Rd.

281.362.0808

THE Place for Business and Social Events

5 Exclusive Private Rooms 

to Ensure Your Next Event 
is Unforgettable

2014

EVENTS@AMERIGOS.COM
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Find more or submit The Woodlands  
events at  
impactnews.com/wdl-calendar. 

To have The Woodlands events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Sponsored by

30 Food bank grand opening
The Montgomery County 

Food Bank officially opens its new, 
60,000-square-foot facility with an open 
house for the public. 4–6:30 p.m. Free. One 
Food for Life Way, Conroe. (GPS maps:  
3 Prospect Point, Conroe). 936-539-6686. 
www.mcfoodbank.org 

October 

02 Coffee with the Cardiologist
CHI St. Luke’s Health–The 

Woodlands Hospital hosts an ongoing 
series of discussions covering educational 
topics presented by physicians at The 
Woodlands Hospital. This month’s speaker 
is Dr. Caroline Fife, medical director of the 
hospital’s wound care clinic. Fife presents 
“My Legs Are Swollen. Should I Worry?” 
Light refreshments and coffee are available. 
8–9 a.m. Free. 17200 St. Luke’s Way, 
conference rooms 1–3, The Woodlands. 
936-266-2089. www.stlukeswoodlands.com

04 Children’s theater production
The Montgomery County 

Performing Art Society hosts the Missoula 
Children’s Theatre’s production of the 
classic Disney animated movie, “Aladdin.”  
7 p.m. $6. Crighton Theatre, 234 N. Main 
St., Conroe. 936-760-2787. www.mcpas.org

04 Black and White Ball
Interfaith of The Woodlands hosts 

the Celebration of Excellence Gala featuring 
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Concert in the Park
The event features lives music from 
bands performing a variety of musical 

styles. Northshore Park hosts the concerts 
and offers lawn space, a large playground and 
two sand volleyball courts. Upcoming shows 
are Sept. 14 with R&B and jazz music by Gary 
Michael Dahl, Sept. 21 with the Led Zeppelin 
tribute band Black Dog and Oct. 5 with the 
Stevie Nicks tribute band Nightbird. 5:30 p.m. 
Free. Northshore Park, 2505 Lake Woodlands 
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-210-3950. 
thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov
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FEATURED Event

a live auction, raffle, dancing and bid board 
to raise funds for Interfaith’s community 
programs. 6 p.m. $150 (per person). The 
Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel & 
Convention Center, 1601 Lake Robbins 
Drive, The Woodlands. 832-615-8230.  
www.thewoodlandsgala.com

04 Creekside Campout
Families joining the annual 

overnight adventure at Rob Fleming Park 
need only bring a tent and sleeping bag. 
Dinner, breakfast and snacks are included 
in the fee, along with crafts, games a movie 
under the stars and a group nighttime hike. 
2 p.m.–9 a.m. $125 (family of four), $35 
(extra family members). 6055 Creekside 
Forest Drive, The Woodlands.  
281-210-3850. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

04 Walk Like MADD
Mothers Against Drunk Driving 

and Milstead Automotive present a 
5K walk and chip-timed run benefiting 
community outreach programs, law 
enforcement training and victim support 
in southeast Texas. 8 a.m.–noon. Several 

levels of sponsorships are available. 
Northshore Park, 2505 Lake Woodlands 
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-590-2222.  
www.walklikemadd.org/thewoodlands

06 Homelessless fund-raiser 
Family Promise of Montgomery 

hosts its 13th annual golf tournament, 
supporting programs through area 
congregations that allow families to 
stay together while receiving assistance 
and become self sufficient. 8 a.m. $150 
(individuals), $500 (teams of four). April 
Sound Golf Club, 1000 April Sound Blvd., 
Montgomery. 936-441-8778.  
www.familypromiseofmc.org 
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The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

2005 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

September
 11  Lyle Lovett and His Large Band with  
   Robert Earl Keen, 7 p.m.

 19  Luke Bryan with Lee Brice and Cole  
     Swindell, 7 p.m.

 27  Drake with Lil Wayne, 7 p.m.

October
 04  Zac Brown Band, 7 p.m.
 10  Ringo Starr and His All Starr Band,  
   8 p.m.
 11  Mötley Crüe with Alice Cooper, 7 p.m. 
 18  Buzzfest 32 with Chevelle, Papa  
   Roach, Cage the Elephant, Young the  
   Giant, Switchfoot, Big Data, Milky  
   Chance, P.O.D., The Dirty Heads,  
   Evans Blue, New Politics, Bear Hands,  
   Bad Suns, New Medicine, noon
 23  Jason Aldean with Florida Georgia Line  
   and Tyler Farr, 7 p.m.
 24  Hocus Pocus Pops with the Houston  
   Symphony, 7:30 p.m. 
 30  Arctic Monkeys, 8 p.m.

Big Texas Saloon

19959 Holzwarth Road
Spring • 281-353-8898
www.bigtexassaloon.com  

October

 03  Aaron Watson, 10 p.m.
 

Dosey Doe Music Café

463 FM 1488 
Conroe  • 936-271-2171
www.doseydoe.com

September
 12  Rankin Twins, 7:30 p.m.
 13  The Duhks, 8:30 p.m.
 17  Amy Goloby, 8 p.m.
 18  Old Dominion, 8:30 p.m.
 19  Matt Caldwell, 8:30 p.m.
 20  8 Seconds, 8:30 p.m.

LIVE MUSIC CALENDAR
Live music in and around The Woodlands Compiled by Nicole Bradford

Tickets can be purchased at 
The Pavilion Box Office, all Ticketmaster 

outlets, by calling 800-745-3000 or 
online at www.ticketmaster.com.

$15 orchestra seating, 
FREE mezzanine and lawn 
seating courtesy of

281-363-3300 
 www.woodlandscenter.org

Community IMPACT  1/4 page 2.375 x 12.25” 
jdollar@judestudios.com

Houston
sympHony

HOCUS
POCUS
POPS

come in costume!

oCT. 24
7:30 p.m. 
GaTEs: 6 p.m.

pre-concert activities
begin at 6p.m.

app store and Google play

 24  The Banditos, 8:30 p.m.
 26  Marc Ford with Elijah Ford, 8:30 p.m.
 27  Carbon Leaf, 8:30 p.m.

October
 02  Adam Hood, 8:30 p.m.

 03  Quebe Sisters, 8:30 p.m.Dosey Doe Big Barn 

25911 I-45 N. 
The Woodlands • 281-367-3774
www.doseydoe.com

September
 11  Walt and Tina Wilkins, 8:30 p.m.
 12  Gary Kyle, 8:30 p.m.
 13  Johnny Rodriguez, 8:30 p.m. 
 16  James Otto, 8 p.m. 
 17  Cody Canada, 8:30 p.m. 
 18  Tuck & Patti, 8:30 p.m.
 19  Loudon Wainwright III, 8:30 p.m. 
 20  Gary Nicholson and Whitey Johnson,  
   8:30 p.m.
 21  Storm Large and Le Bonheur, 7:30 p.m.
 23  Paula Nelson, 8 p.m.
 26  Michael Grimm, 8:30 p.m.
 27  John Sebastian, 8:30 p.m. 

October

 04  Asleep at the Wheel, 8:30 p.m.
 05  Marshall Tucker Band, 7:30 p.m.

Main Street Crossing

111 W. Main St. 
Tomball • 281-290-0431
www.mainstreetcrossing.com  

September
 12  Sara Hickman, 8 p.m.
 13  Jesse Raub Jr., 8 p.m.
 14  “Experience Willie” tribute band,  
   7 p.m.

 17  Josh Grider, 8 p.m.

 18  Songtelling, 8 p.m.
 19  Shake Russell and Michael Hearne,  
   8 p.m.
 20  “Sound of Love” benefit concert with  
   Walt Wilkins and Shay Domann, 4 p.m.
 23  Paul Thorn, 8 p.m.
 24  Chris Knight, 8 p.m.
 26  Pigs on the Wall-Pink Floyd tribute  
   band, 8 p.m.

October
 01  Jason Cassidy and Jody Booth, 8 p.m.
 03  The Damn Quails, 8 p.m.
 08  Susan Gibson and Drew Kennedy,  
   8 p.m.

Concerts in the Park

Northshore Park
2505 Lake Woodlands Drive
The Woodlands
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

September
 14  Gary Michael Dahl Band, 5:30 p.m.
 21  Black Dog, 5:30 p.m.

October
 05  Nightbird, 5:30 p.m.
  

GenuWine Tasting Room

6503 FM 1488
Magnolia • 832-934-2675 
www.mygenuwine.com

September
 11  Matt Harlan, 7:30 p.m.
 12  Duane Vincent, 7:30 p.m.
 13  Aubrie Lynn, 7:30 p.m. 
 17  Keith Rea, 6 p.m. 
 18  Hannah and Craig, 7:30 p.m
 19  Artie V, 7:30 p.m
 20  Dover Brothers, 7:30 p.m
 24  Damon, 6 p.m. 
 25  Bobby Martin, 7:30 p.m
 26  Jenn Harris Band, 7:30 p.m
 27  The Silvertones, 7:30 p.m

Live at Night at Waterway Square

31 Waterway Square
The Woodlands • 281-363-2447
www.thewoodlandscvb.com 

September 
 13  Breakfast at Tiffany’s, 6 p.m. 
 20  Legacy, 6 p.m.
 27  Dena Blue Band, 6 p.m.

October
 04  The Level One Band, 6 p.m.
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F or almost 30 years, Sandy Krug 
has built her life and business 
model around a simple message 

she instills in those she employs—God is 
first, family comes second and the com-
mitment to Classic Hair is third.

“I really feel like because [our employ-
ees] know I don’t force them to have their 
job first, I really think that it makes a con-
nection,” Sandy said. “I can’t tell you how 
many light bills and car payments we’ve 
paid [for our employees]. They know they 
can turn to us not only professionally but 
personally for any help they might need.”

After almost two decades of work-
ing as a professional hairdresser, Sandy 
and her husband, Gene, took a leap 
and opened the 
Tomball location 
of Classic Hair 
in October 1984. 
The salon con-
tinued to expand 
over the years 
and moved to three different storefronts 
before settling into the Tomball Market-
place Center in 2011. 

In addition to the flagship Tomball 
store, the couple opened several other 
Classic Hair locations in the area 
including a store in The Woodlands in 
November 2002, a Cypress store two 
years later and a Gleannloch location in 
October 2005. Each salon offers an array 
of services, such as haircuts, coloring, 
perming and styling for men, women 
and children.

Sandy and Gene continue to manage 
each of the Classic Hair stores and sold a 
fifth location in Lakewood last year after 
12 years of operation.

“My husband is not only the love of 
my life but the business partner every-
body dreams of,” Sandy said. “I do all 
the hand-to-hand daily operations—all 
the hiring, all the firing. [Gene] does all 
the administrative work, so we make a 

really good team.”
Fostering Classic Hair’s “We care about 

you” motto, the business has grown to a 
total of 49 employees and each of the four 
locations sees from about 900 to more 
than 1,200 clients per month, Sandy said. 
Sandy continues to tap into her roots and 
cuts hair for longtime clients, including 
one customer she has known for 45 years. 

Sandy has also managed to fos-
ter long-term relationships with her 
hairdressers. About 18 employees have 
worked at Classic Hair for at least a 
decade, with four being employed for 17 
years or more, she said.  

“It’s been a wonderful experience, 
and that’s why I’ve been here so long,” 

said Josie Hoyt, a 
17-year employee 
at Classic Hair in 
Tomball. “[Sandy] 
is an excellent boss 
and she treats me 
like family. I have 

a lot of clients I have been doing for over 
12 years.”

Growing up with a transient family, 
Sandy settled down and found a home 
in Tomball shortly after marrying Gene 
when they were teenagers. Now after 
48 years of marriage, the couple has 
four children, 10 grandchildren and 
two great-grandchildren. One of the 
couple’s daughters, Leesa Krug-Sims, 
has worked at the Tomball Classic Hair 
location for 25 years. 

As for the future of Classic Hair, the 
Krugs are open to suggestions for future 
growth. For now, Sandy said she wants to 
maintain the four locations and plans to 
expand one of the salons next year.

“What can a person do their whole life 
and get paid for it and still love it?” she said. 
“I’ve done hair for 47 years. I love it like the 
very first day I did it, and it’s a challenge, 
but it’s also something that a person can do 
where you really touch people sometimes.”

Classic Hair

Owner Sandy Krug (far left) has formed long-term relationships with several of her employees.
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Classic Hair
Tomball salon celebrates 30 years in business

BUSINESS

9420 College Park Drive, Ste. 210
The Woodlands • 936-321-2345
classichairsalon.com
Hours: Mon.–Thu. 8:30 a.m.–7 p.m.,  
Fri. 8:30 a.m.–5 p.m., Sat. 8:30 a.m.–4 p.m., 
closed Sunday

Community involvement
As owner of Classic Hair, Sandy Krug has 
become active in the community by serving 
as a board member with the Greater Tomball 
Area Chamber of Commerce for 15 years and 
chairwoman of the Miss Tomball pageant for 
29 years. Sandy said one of her true life pas-
sions is helping girls build self-esteem through 
the annual pageant.

30th anniversary celebration
Classic Hair is hosting a 30th anniversary 
celebration from 5–7 p.m. on Oct. 7. The event 
will pay tribute to the salon’s lasting presence 
in the community, and 30 door prizes will be 
distributed ranging from hair products to a 
diamond ring. The celebration also includes 
food, alcoholic beverages and homemade 
desserts for guests. 

By Liza Winkler

“I’ve done hair for 47 years. 
I love it like the very first 
day I did it.”

—Sandy Krug, Classic Hair owner

Classic Hair sees from 900 to more than 1,200 
clients a month at each of its four locations.

The salon offers haircuts as well as coloring and 
styling services for men, women and children.

242

1488

 

NOW OPEN!
INSPIRING. SUSTAINABLE. 

YOUR HOME IN THE NATURAL WORLD. 
Luxury and location on the edge of a  

12,000-acre forest near the new ExxonMobil 
Campus. A rare gem in an ideal setting,  

The Belvedere is a premier new residential  
rental community with the refined finishes,  

desirable amenities and exemplary  
management you require. 

281.288.2880  •  BelvedereAtSpringwoods.com  •  2323 East Mossy Oaks Road, Spring, TX 77389
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Crescent Moon

Rayford Rd. 

The decor at Crescent Moon Wine Bar highlights its focus on music and Italian culture and food. Crescent Moon offers a dining room and bar.

Crescent Moon sells dozens of different wines.

Amy and Rodney Anderson opened Crescent Moon Wine Bar on Rayford Road five years ago. 
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Crescent Moon Wine Bar
Venue pairs wide selection with live music

N early six years ago, Rodney 
Anderson and his wife, Amy, 
were on a date in The Woodlands 

having drinks at a wine bar. Anderson 
sized up the place and had an impulse. 
He suggested to Amy that they open up a 
wine bar on their side of town. 

It was a half-serious idea, though, 
mainly because he and Amy did not 
know much about the wine business. But 
as they thought more about it, the idea 
gained traction. 

The couple hired a wine expert, signed 
a lease, and, on Feb. 20, 2009, Crescent 
Moon opened its doors. With its spacious 
dance floor and elaborate sound system, 
their brainstorm of opening a wine bar 
has turned into a grander reality.

“No one in The Woodlands does what 
we do,” Rodney said.

Italian-themed Crescent Moon attracts 
guests who appreciate an extensive wine 
selection. From Italian prosecco to Napa 
cabernet to malbec from Argentina, the 
wines hail from around the world. 

 “We cater to people who appreciate 
good wines,” Rodney said.

Crescent Moon specializes in cock-
tails, too, some with names related to the 
celestial. The Luna Luna is made with 
limoncello and Texas vodka. The Cres-
cent Moon cocktail features the tastes 
of ginger and elderflower. The Harvest 

Moon is sweet and savory, with lemon 
and Canadian whisky.

“Crescent has the spirits to cater to 
everyone who wants something other 
than beer and wine,” Rodney said.

A while after opening, Rodney wanted 
to offer his guests something more, so 
he began to hire musicians. Live music 
is performed nightly at Crescent Moon 
Wine Bar on a stage large enough to 
accommodate an eight-piece band. 
Johnny and the Spinsations perform 
Chuck Berry classics and Yelba’s variety 
band plays Latin music. Rock bands per-
form sounds from the ’60s, ’70s and ’80s. 
Sunday is blues, from 5–9 p.m. 

On Thursday nights, Sandra Gonzalez 
teaches free dance lessons from 8:30– 
9 p.m. as part of the bar’s Latin night 
theme. In addition, a seven-piece Latin 
band plays until 1 a.m., when Crescent 
Moon transforms into a nightclub for 
mature adults.

At Crescent Moon guests feel wel-
comed by the neighborhood ambience. 

 “We are a mom and pop business, 
not a chain, so everyone appreciates the 
homey atmosphere,” Rodney said.

When asked how they came up with 
the name Crescent Moon, Rodney said, 
“Amy’s from New Orleans and that’s the 
Crescent City. We couldn’t use Crescent 
City, so we added the moon.”

BUSINESS

440 Rayford Road, Ste. 115A
Spring • 281-364-9463 
www.crescentmoonwinebar.com
Hours: Tue.–Thu. 3–11 p.m., Fri. 3 p.m.–1 
a.m., Sat. 5 p.m.–1 a.m., Sun. 4–9 p.m.

Crescent Moon cocktails  
Specialty drinks and cocktails range from 
$10 to $13.

• Harvest Moon–Sweet and savory, with 
maple syrup, lemon juice and Canadian 
whisky. 

• Luna Luna–Lemony and cool, poured into a 
martini glass 

• Lonestar Sour–Lemon juice, simple syrup 
and a slice of jalapeno

• Crescent Moon–St. Germaine, a French 
elderflower liqueur, Domaine Ste. Michelle 
Brut, soda, water

Themed music nights
• Thursday nights are Latin night, with free
• Sunday is blues, from 5–9 p.m.

Top three selling wines 
1. Raymond cabernet 
2. La Marca prosecco 
3. Wilhelm Bergmann riesling

Daily wine tally

By Julie Butterfield

60 BOTTLE S
of wine per day 

Crescent Moon sells 180
people Crescent 

Moon can host for a 
private party

16 PEOPLE
The private room 

can host 

45
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Masa’s Sushi and Robata Bar

Gosling Rd. 

 
 

             Woodlands Pkwy. 

Alice and Masa Nagashima own Masa’s Sushi and Robata Bar in The Woodlands.

Beef terayaki is served with specially prepared sauce.

Masa’s Sushi is prepared only with fresh seafood.

An ocean-themed sashimi plate made by Masa. A lunchtime bento box with chicken and sushi. 

Owner Masa Nagashima prepares a sushi dish.
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Masa’s Sushi & Robata Bar
Restaurant offers authentic Japanese fare

S he says it jokingly, but Alice, wife 
of Masa Nagashima of Masa’s 
Sushi and Robata Bar, claims that 

their fish is so fresh the fish are still 
aware. Alice said Masa travels to down-
town Houston to a special market two to 
three times a week to select the finest fish 
straight from Japan. 

“No need to ask what fish is fresh; it’s 
all fresh,” Alice said. 

The emphasis on offering fresh fish is 
part of the overall emphasis on tradi-
tional Japanese cuisine. From sushi rice 
that Masa crafts in a wooden tub called a 
hangiri to the absence of trendy Califor-
nia rolls, Masa’s guests are assured an 
authentic Japanese experience. 

When asked about umami-tasting 
MSG, Masa said, “No MSG. Ever.” 

For savory flavors to create umami, 
one of the five taste sensations, Masa 
insists on it being prepared naturally 
from chicken. 

Trained in Osaka, Japan, Masa is 

dedicated to keeping in line with the 
authentic Japanese sushi style. 

When he was training, Masa was for-
bidden to touch fish for two years until 
the chef was assured Masa had perfected 
cooking rice. Masa said that this training 
has paid off because people are always 
telling him that his rice is perfect.

Although Masa said the best customers 
are the ones who walk in and say “Just 
make it,” he said there are some popular 
dishes he likes to prepare. Like Chirashi, 
which includes nine different types of 
fish over sushi rice, and the tuna and 
avocado dish, which consists of diced 
tuna, avocado and Masa’s special sauce in 
a martini glass. Another popular dish is 
the Deluxe Dinner Box, which is grilled 
chicken, beef or salmon with shrimp 
tempura, sautéed vegetables, fried tofu, 
with soup, salad and rice. 

On his elaborate presentations, Masa 
said, “Everything we make involves 
imagination. Eyes eat first.” 

DINING

4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 430
The Woodlands • 281-298-5688
www.sushimasahouston.com

Sushi glossary
• Sushi—made with rice
• Sashimi—sliced or prepared raw fish 
• Nigiri-sushi—a slice of fish or other 

topping on top of rice
• Oshizushi—sushi rice and other  

ingredients pressed into a mold
• Makizushi—seaweed and rice around 

fillings
• Temaki—cone-shaped hand rolls

Sushi etiquette 
It is proper etiquette to eat nigiri-sushi 
(slice of fish on top of rice) with one’s 
fingers, even in a formal setting.

Robata 
The “Robata Bar” in the restaurant name 
refers to Masa’s Japanese skewers with 
meats and vegetables, like small shish 
kebabs.

Woodlands-themed rolls
• Panther Creek—soft shell crab, 

cucumber, avocado, smelt eggs with 
sweet sauce ($14.50)

• Alden Bridge—breaded and deep fried 
potato with shrimp tempura ($16.50)

• Sterling Ridge—deep fried white fish, 
cucumber, radish sprouts and avocado 
($14.50)

• Cochran’s Crossing—shrimp tempura, 
cucumber, crab meat with sweet sauce 
($15.50)

• Grogan’s Mill—shrimp tempura and 
cream cheese roll with smoked salmon 
($16.00)

By Julie Butterfield

STYLE, QUALITY 
AND VALUE.

25403-A I-45 North, The Woodlands, TX 77380  |   281-298-5200  |  Email: info@frenchmarketlighting.com  |  frenchmarketlighting.com  |  Hours: 9AM-5PM M-F & Sat 10AM-5PM

UNIQUE DESIGNER FIXTURES  |  CUSTOM GAS LANTERNS  |  TABLE AND FLOOR LAMPS  |  CEILING FANS  |  LAMP REPAIRS

French Market Lighting works 
closely with our vendors to seek 
products that place a premium on 

EXTRAORDINARY LIGHTING HERE IN THE WOODLANDS

UNIQUE DESIGNER FIXTURES  |  CUSTOM GAS LANTERNS  |  TABLE AND FLOOR LAMPS  |  CEILING FANS  |  LAMP REPAIRSUNIQUE DESIGNER FIXTURES  |  CUSTOM GAS LANTERNS  |  TABLE AND FLOOR LAMPS  |  CEILING FANS  |  LAMP REPAIRS
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800 PEAKWOOD, SUITE 2E
HOUSTON, TX 77090

TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT call 281-377-1000 or go to 
northhoustonspecialtyphysicians.com

VINCENT TALOSIG, M.D.CUIE QIU, M.D., PH.D.
NEUROLOGIST

....and beyond 
STRIVING TO 

DIAGNOSE 

AND TREAT 

NEUROLOGICAL 

DISORDERS

INTERVENTIONAL 

PAIN SPECIALIST, 

PHYSICAL 

MEDICINE, & 

REHABILITATION

OUR BOARD CERTIFIED PHYSICIANS AND THE EXCEPTIONAL 

STAFF AT NORTH HOUSTON SPECIALTY PHYSICIANS WOULD LIKE 

TO WELCOME YOU TO OUR PEAKWOOD LOCATION. 

Your multi-specialty care solution, at ONE location! Fun•Fair•Positive
Soccer

Making Youth Sports FUN Again!

FALL SOCCER SIGN UPFALL SOCCER SIGN UP

• No Travel: All games played locally - 22 locations
• One practice per week
• All 8 Games on Saturday beginning Oct. 11

For more info or to sign up go to 
www.FFPS.org or call 800.828.7529 (PLAY)

Save $5  Sign Up by September 23

Full Uniform &
Trophy to All!

Girls & Boys:
4-18 years old 

the Wood lands
IDOL

8TH ANNUAL

PRE-REGISTER ONLINE AT 
WWW.THEWOODLANDSIDOL.COM

(Contestants must be at least 18 years of age to participate)

$1,500 FIRST PLACE CASH PRIZE

The Woodlands Area Chamber of Commerce is getting ready to kick off the 
8th Annual The Woodlands Idol. The Woodlands Idol is an amateur singing 

competition in which contestants compete for cash prizes as well as great 
opportunities to showcase their talent. 

“We are very excited to have Planet Lincoln as our Presenting Underwriter 
this year” said Ashley Byers, Director of Special Events. 

The Woodlands Idol consists of three Preliminary Events, a Semi-Final event 
and a Final event. Up to 30 contestants can compete in each Preliminary 

event where 9 Judge's picks will be selected and 1 winner voted upon by the 
People to move on from each Preliminary event tt the Semi-Finals. 

The Semi-Finals will showcase the top 30 contestants who made it through 
the Preliminary rounds. 9 Judge's picks will be selected and 1 winner voted 

upon by the People will move on to the Finals. There are increased cash 
prizes for the first three winners this year of $1,500, $750 & $500 as well as 

other prizes. 

"Planet Lincoln is proud to be the Presenting Underwriter of this year’s 
The Woodlands Idol.  We are excited to be a part of bringing this singing 

competition to our community and hearing the local musical talent of our 
residents” said John Dvorak, General Manager, Planet Lincoln.

                      
Contestants must be at least 18 years of age to participate and can 

pre-register online at www.thewoodlandsidol.com

The Preliminary Competitions are Free Admittance and will be held at 
Crescent Moon Wine Bar starting at 7:30 pm on 

September 19, October 3 & October 17.

The Semi-Finals is a ticketed event and will be held on November 7, 2014 at 
the Crighton Theatre. The Finals is also a ticketed event and will be held on 

November 14 at Papa’s Icehouse in Spring.

Tickets are $10 Pre-Sale or $15 at the door. You can purchase your tickets 
online at www.thewoodlandsidol.com. 
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L loyd Matthews has spent more 
than 15 years working to serve and 
improve The Woodlands and striv-

ing to make a mark on the community. 
Since moving to The Woodlands 

in 1998, he has served on the Indian 
Springs Village Association board of 
directors as well as The Woodlands 
Township board of directors, co-chaired 
the annual Indian Springs Taste of the 
Village and volunteered for several com-
munity events.

“My biggest desire has been to pro-
mote volunteering in The Woodlands 
since I moved in,” 
Matthews said. “I’ve 
actually sat down 
with new people 
who’ve come in who 
haven’t [lived in The Woodlands long], 
who didn’t know what to do with their 
time, and gave them advice on where to 
go volunteer.” 

Matthews and his wife, Peg, have been 
married 53 years, and have two adult 
children, a son and a daughter. Peg fell 
ill in 2012, which prompted Matthews to 
cut back on his time volunteering.

 “[Peg] has encouraged me over the years 
to do what I could,” Matthews said. “We 
had an agreement in life when we got mar-
ried that we would both have activities that 
were joint and separate, and that’s how we 
have worked all of our lives.”

Matthews worked for Amoco Chemical 
Company from 1967 through 1998. From 
1984 until he retired, Matthews traveled 
extensively for work, which left him little 
time for volunteer initiatives. Retirement 
brought the Matthews to The Woodlands, 
which had not yet become a township, but 
rather functioned under the Community 

Association gover-
nance. 

“When I retired … 
one of the five objec-
tives that I had was 

to try to volunteer in the community and 
help the community where I lived,” Mat-
thews said. “When I moved here in ’98, 
I knew one couple in The Woodlands. I 
knew no one.”

He dove right in, joining the associa-
tion board a month after moving in.

Through his involvement in the 
Indian Springs Village board, Matthews 

became one of the two founders of 
the Taste of the Village food sampling 
event. He also served on The Wood-
lands Association board for 10 years 
and, through that, the Town Center 
Improvement District from 2003 until 
the township was formed in 2010. 

When that happened, Matthews served 
as vice chairman of the township’s board 
of directors. 

A few causes have been important 
to Matthews throughout his commu-
nity service career: law enforcement, 
economic development, mobility and 
resident services.  

Matthews said he is happy to see that 
The Woodlands went from having about 
12 police officers in 2000 to having about 
100, and that the township is split into 
zones with a specific number of patroling 
officers. 

“For a number of years, the people in 
the back of The Woodlands never saw a 
policeman,” he said. “And now, I can go 
out … in my neighborhood and see a car 
go through occasionally, and it’s much 
more beneficial for us.” 

Matthews served as a member of the 

Lloyd Matthews
Local volunteer’s influence can be seen across The Woodlands
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By Abigail Allen

convention and visitors bureau for the 
township, too, working to help The 
Woodlands develop its economic pres-
ence. He still tries to help keep residents 
interested and informed about what is 
happening in their community by send-
ing out newsletters two to three times a 
month that summarize the township’s 
board meetings. Those newsletters 
feature highlighted information that 
Matthews said he thinks is important for 
residents to know. 

“I think everybody has the obligation 
to help your community,” Matthews said.

“I think everybody has the 
obligation to help your  
community.” 

27718 I-45 N.
Oak Ridge North
Oak Ridge North Shopping Center, 
Plaza “B” next to AAA Travel, look for 
Pappas BBQ

281-419-8882

Sunday: 12-6 pm
Monday: Closed
Tuesday: Closed

Wednesday: 12-7 pm
Thursday: 12-7 pm

Friday: 12-7 pm
Saturday 12-7 pm

www.glaquatics.com •

Lake 
Woodlands Dr.

Woodlands
Pkwy.

• Custom Aquariums
• Acrylic Fabrication 
• Quality Saltwater Fish Sales
• Quality Live Coral Sales 
• Aquarium Set-Up and Installation 
• Aquarium Maintenance 
• Custom Orders

Like us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/globalleaderaquatics
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Brandon Creighton
Texas Senator, District 4
By Jesse Mendoza 

Texas Sen. Brandon Creighton, R-Conroe, who was elected to the Senate District 4 
seat on Aug. 5, said he is working to prepare the district office for the 84th legislative 
session, which gets underway in January. 

Creighton is filling the unexpired term of former state Sen. Tommy Williams, R-The 
Woodlands, who resigned from the seat in October 2013. The term runs through 2016. 
Previously, Creighton served in the Texas House of Representatives and has a background 
in business and law.

Creighton said border security, limiting federal government overreach and job  
creation are among his top priorities in the upcoming legislative session.

What are the biggest issues Texas 
faces in the 2015 legislative session?

We will take a serious look at our 
options to secure the border and to make 
sure that this [Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety] surge operation has the support 
and resources it needs going forward. 

I know that we will also be working 
on many different ideas and solutions to 
improve our public school system.

Are there any measures that should 
be taken with regard to border 
security other than what Gov. Rick 
Perry has already imposed?

I support the governor’s efforts to not 
only reinstate the DPS surge operation but 
also to call the National Guard in to pro-
vide assistance. I am proud to have been 
working on a pilot program with the Oak 
Ridge North Police Department to provide 
local officers and law enforcement person-
nel to border counties that are limited in 
resources to further an effort to assist the 
border counties with peace officers that 
can receive training down in those areas. 

We also need to provide the assistance 
that local law enforcement needs down 
there so they can return here better trained 
to tackle the issues that we in Montgomery 
County and throughout Senate District 
4 continue to experience with the influx 
of illegal immigration. These officers will 
come back from the border region better 
trained to work on all of the issues. It is a 
dual track and dual purpose win for every-
body, and it is revenue neutral to the state.

What are some initiatives you plan 
to work on to help District 4?

Improving public education, working 
on making sure the energy industry is 
supported—which ties directly to job cre-
ation—and making sure that government 
stays limited and taxes are low so that 
small businesses can thrive and succeed. 

What can be done to further 
encourage the economic growth 
Montgomery County has seen in 
recent years?

First and foremost, we have to protect 
our long-term water supply. I have made 
the development of long-term sustainable 
water a top priority since I have been in 
the Legislature. Protecting our water will 
protect our economy. 

Another thing that needs to be done is 
making sure that we have the transporta-
tion infrastructure in place to handle the 
influx of growth—as 1,300 people a day 
move to Texas.

What are some of the funding needs 
for transportation?

I think first we have to decide what our 
priorities truly are in the Texas budget. In 
the 1960s, transportation was over 30 per-
cent of our state budget. Now, it is less than 
6 percent. We have to make sure that we 
maximize the use of the revenue that the 
state currently has within the priorities that 
the government should be tackling first. 
Transportation infrastructure and water 
infrastructure are at the top of that list. 
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Sen. Brandon Creighton was elected to Texas Senate District 4 in early August. The district serves 
all of Chambers and Jefferson counties, along with portions of Harris and Montgomery counties. 

$37,954
Average income

282,066
Households

799,192
Total population

354,332
Workers ages 16 and older

Source: Texas Senate 2007-2011 estimates

Source: Texas Senate District 4

What can the state do to improve 
standardized testing guidelines and 
Texas public education?

We need the dollars that we allocate to 
public education to be maximized and 
used in the classroom. We have to continue 
to reduce our reliance on standardized 
testing. We have to continue to create 
relevance for our students so that they stay 
in school rather than dropping out, and 
we need to further enhance our career and 
technology training so that our workforce 
is enhanced and kids have a chance to 
enter the workforce right after high school.
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Texas District, Senate 4

Pictures/Colors for Illustration only.  1)72 Months Financing, $0 Down + TT&L, $13.89 Per Month Per Thousand Financed. 0% APR w/Approved Credit. Financed thru Ally Finance. 
Dealer Contribution May Effect Final Negotiated Price. Payments deferred ‘til January 2015. Buick and GMC are Registered Trademarks of General Motors. 

855-586-8441 • 1654 I-45 NORTH • CONROEBUICKGMC.COM 

PRO GRADE PROTECTION
WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE.

N LOOP 336

WILSON RD.

105

WEISNER OF CONROE

OF CONROE - SINCE 1972

NEW 2014 GMC

YUKON
HUGE
Color

Selection

Equipped Not 
Stripped

$0 DOWN PAYMENT - 0% APR FOR 72 MONTHS OR NO PAYMENTS ‘TIL JANUARY 2015 1

NEW 2014 GMC

SIERRA DOUBLE CAB

Equipped Not Stripped

HUGE
Color

Selection

  $25,877  $25,877 SALE PRICE 
$28,877 LESS 

$3000 FACTORY 
REBATE  $36,977  $36,977 SALE PRICE $39,977 

LESS $3000 
FACTORY REBATE

WIES_14087.woodlands.10x2.94.IMPACTaug.indd   1 7/30/2014   4:32:28 PM
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Silverdale Dr. 

45

R esidents of The Wood-
lands area know how 
to give back to their 

community, said leaders of 
Montgomery County Habitat for 
Humanity.

Executive Director Barbara 
Smith said financial support and 
volunteer efforts from  
companies and individuals in 
The Woodlands have made 
homeownership a reality for a 
growing number of low-income 
families.

The group helps low-income 
families who live in substandard 
conditions become homeowners 
through a comprehensive quali-
fication and inclusive home-
building process, Smith said.

“I’ve seen the homes that some 
of our homeowners came from,” 
she said. “I’ve seen situations 
where you have to fill up a water 
jug regularly to flush the toilet.” 

As part of the mandates for 
families who qualify for a Habi-
tat home, family members are 

also are responsible for helping 
to build the home. 

“It’s not a giveaway,” Smith 
said. “They have to help build 
those houses and pay for it.”

Jennifer Roth, manager of 
volunteers and communication, 
said although no homes have 
been built in The Woodlands by 
the Montgomery County branch, 
the organization relies heavily on 
support from area residents and 
companies.

“Most of the companies that 
build with us are in The Wood-
lands,” she said.

Looking to maximize its 
resources, the organization seeks 
out reasonably affordable land to 
build on.

 “That’s generally why most 
of the building is done outside 
of The Woodlands,” Roth said.  
“Land is at a premium in The 
Woodlands.”

Roth said the organization 
is focused on building out the 
Cedar Creek neighborhood, 

which is situated on 37 acres in 
Conroe. A total of 37 homes have 
already been completed in the 
community, she said.

Montgomery County Habi-
tat for Humanity will soon 
reach a milestone: the building 
of its 100th home. It has built 
95 homes since the chapter 
launched in 1990.

The organization also raises 
funds through Habitat ReStore, 
its home improvement resale 
shop. The shop resells donated 
items and building materials, 
such as cabinets, bricks, light 
fixtures, furniture and working 
appliances, Smith said.

“The funds from those items 
go directly into the cost of build-
ing our homes,” she said.

Beyond funding, there is also 
a lot of labor that goes into mak-
ing the program successful.

 Many close by are willing to 
pitch in and help, Smith said. 

“Many of our volunteers come 
from The Woodlands,” she said.

NONPROFIT

Montgomery County Habitat for Humanity

1501 S. Seventh St. 
Conroe • 936-441-4663
www.hfhmctx.org

Volunteers from The Woodlands-based company Strike LLC build a Habitat home in 
Montgomery County. Several local companies volunteer for Habitat home projects. 
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By Monica Coleman

Roadmap to 
homeownership
1.  Attend one-hour applicant 

information meeting at Montgomery 
County Library–Central Branch at 
104 I-45 N., Conroe

2.  Submit application with federal W2 
form to prove low-income status

3.  Undergo credit check
4.  Undergo criminal background 

check
5.  Families who meet all other 

requirements will be considered 
if their annual total income is 
between 30–60 percent of the 
median income for Montgomery 
County.

Habitat for Humanity
Group nears construction of its 100th county home

1314
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(or)
Free  

exam  
Includes consultation,  

exam & necessary x-rays  
a savings of $199.

Good for 30 days.

Free TeeTh  
WhiTening  

After paid cleaning, exam  
& x-rays at normal fee 
a savings of $399.

Good for 30 days.

8 Lumineers 
for $5,995!

regular price is $9,253.
Available to the first 7 patients who

contact us from this ad.
Good for 30 days.

The Reserve at Grogan’s Mill  
has something for everyone, including:
 
• Private, gated community
• Lawn maintenance included
• Convenient to I-45, dining and 

shopping at The Woodlands Mall and 
Market Street

• Low taxes: 2.2%

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. Not valid with any other offer or on previously written contracts. $10,000 Custom Choices 
incentive good only on David Weekley Showcase Homes purchased in the Houston, TX, community of The Reserve at Grogan’s Mill between September 
1, 2014, and September 30, 2014. Incentive valid only on Decorator Selections. Decorator Selections must be made through the David Weekley 
Homes Design Center in Houston, TX. Any other amount above incentive amount is the Homebuyer’s responsibility. Offer must be presented to Sales 
Consultant prior to signing of contract. David Weekley Homes reserves the right to terminate program or change rules at any time. Prices, plans, 
dimensions, features, specifications, materials, and availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. 
Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2014 David Weekley Homes – All Rights 
Reserved. Houston, TX (HOUA57496) 

For more information, contact us at 281-249-7752

Luxurious homes. Prestigious address. 
David Weekley Homes in The Reserve at Grogan’s Mill

Woodlands Parkway

45

Vision Park Blvd.
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�e Reserve at
Grogan’s Mill

Research Forest Dr.

From the $600s

Hurry, 

limited time offer

$10,000  
in Custom 

ChoicesTM

Hungry  
for more?

Precisely why we’re moving.

The  Woodlands  
Black Walnut Café

More people. More parties.  
More parking.

Less than a mile away.

November 2014
www.blackwalnutcafe.com/hungryformore

0.4 miles
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Lake Woodlands Dr. 
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Nordstrom
Upscale fashion retailer opens  
second Houston-area location  
inside The Woodlands Mall

O n Sept. 5, the luxury retailer Nordstrom 
opened its second Houston-area location at 
The Woodlands Mall. Construction, in the 

space formerly occupied by Sears, took two years to 
complete.

The store features a modern design, the mall’s only 
windows in a store and an array of shopper amenities, 
including a phone-charging station, coffee bar and full-
service restaurant.

“As our customers’ definition of service evolves, we 
wanted to be sure we were appropriately evolving our 
store environments in order to remain modern and 
relevant in their eyes,” Nordstrom spokesman John 
Bailey said. “Our store will feature a clean, beautiful, 
single-surface floor throughout to give us the flexibility 
to adjust and evolve departments depending on what 
our customers in The Woodlands want over time.”

The restaurant, Bazille, is the third dining facil-
ity Nordstrom has opened in one of its stores. Bazille 
features bistro cuisine, a full bar, fresh salads, specialty 
entrées, signature cocktails, a wine list, homemade des-
serts and a kids’ menu.

Nordstrom offers several lines of luxury clothing and 
shoes, including Alexander Wang, Elizabeth & James, 
Marc by Marc Jacobs, Rebecca Minkoff, Tory Burch, 
Kate Spade New York and Michael Kors, Bailey said.

“Our store at The Woodlands will feature women’s 
apparel, cosmetics, fragrances, handbags, accessories, 
lingerie, men’s apparel, home furnishings, apparel and 
accessories for kids and babies, and five shoe depart-
ments—three women’s shoe departments and one each 
for men and kids,” he said. 

By Brian Walzel and Jesse Mendoza

CLOSE–UP

1201 Lake Woodlands Drive 
The Woodlands • 832-562-4880
shop.nordstrom.com

Nordstrom

1  The two-story Nordstrom store at The Woodlands Mall features 
clothing, shoes, accessories and beauty products.

2  The Nordstrom EBar Artisan Coffee café features a selection of 
coffee, tea and pastry options.

3  Bazille offers Nordstrom customers a full-service restaurant with 
signature entrees.

4  Bazille features a full-service bar, including wine, beer and 
cocktails.

5  The restaurant offers both indoor and outdoor patio dining  
options.

6  Nordstrom hosted a tile-painting event for local children on April 
26, with all ticket sale proceeds benefiting The Woodlands Children’s 
Museum. The tiles are displayed in the Kid’s Wear department.

1

2 3

4

6 5
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ROUTE GAS MILEAGE COST OF GAS TOLLS TOTAL COST MINUTES

Feeder road 23.75 mpg $2.38 — $2.38 29*

Toll road 30 mpg $1.87 $2.90 $4.77 19

Feeder road 15.8 mpg $3.57 — $3.57 29*

Toll road 20 mpg $2.83 $2.90 $5.73 19

Feeder road 7.9 mpg $7.15 — $7.15 29*

Toll road 10 mpg $5.67 $2.90 $8.56 19

Toll roads offer drivers an alternate route designed to save them time versus taking 
free roads. However, people might not be saving quite as much money taking the 
feeder roads as they think. There are several factors—including number of traffic 
lights hit and a vehicle’s fuel economy—that partially bridge the gap between money 
spent on toll roads and money spent on feeder roads.

By Shawn Arrajj

Toll road breakdown
INSIDE INFO

30mpg

20mpg

10mpg

Toll plaza

Toll entrance 
and exit ramps

Tolled route

Stop light

Free route

290

249
45

10

SAM HOUSTON TOLLWAY: FROM I-45 TO I-10

TOTAL DISTANCE: 19 MILES AVERAGE PRICE OF GAS IN TEXAS: $2.98 PER GALLON

SAM HOUSTON

SAM HOUSTON

Source: Harris County Toll Road Authority, Consumer Energy Centers*Feeder road times include 10 minutes waiting at traffic lights

WHERE
TRADITION & HOME EQUITY

MEET

7 GREATER HOUSTON LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

3205 College Park Dr. (Hwy 242)
The Woodlands, Texas 77384
936.273.4286

TraditionBank.com
713.666.2511 - Main

Your home equity loan can be used for much more than home repair and improvements!

• Debt Consolidation    • Family Vacation    • Refurnishing Your Home    • Cash For Your Business

Experience the true meaning of Tradition.

We provide counsel 
and expertise on:
•  Asset Protection

•  Tax and Charitable Planning

•  Trust and Estate Planning

• Family Business Issues with a 

 Focus on Succession Planning, 

 Exit Strategies and Business 

 Transactions

• Probate

• Trust and Estate Litigation

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 200 - The Woodlands, TX 77380 
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

 Steven J. Clausen 
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

*

*

Who do you turn to when you have a family 
business, wealth preservation or tax issue? 

You turn to the expert who has handled these complex 
issues for over twenty-fi ve years as a large fi rm partner 

and as the owner of a boutique fi rm.
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Explore the all-new

•  Redesigned with you in mind

•  Hundreds of local coupons

•  Easily browse or search

•  Local and regional deals

•  Redeem right on your phone

•  Easily browse or search  Easily browse or search

•  Local and regional deals  Local and regional deals

•  Redeem right on your phone  Redeem right on your phone

(800) 572-2626

HAVE THE 
WURST TIME
in New Braunfels.
The Rust Family knows how to have spass.
Carlton’s Sausage has been a Wurstfest staple since 1966.  
Listen to Carlton’s president, Randy Rust, and his wife 
Kay talk about all of the great times they have feeding 
hungry crowds at WurstfestInNewBraunfels.com.  
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T he Woodlands Waterway Arts 
Council is on a mission to 
enhance the community by expos-

ing local groups and organizations to art 
and culture. 

“We mentor youth, so we work with Title 
I schools in Montgomery County,” said 
Kayleen Barton, coordinator for the coun-
cil’s outreach effort, Because Art Matters. 
“We also work with senior citizens, and we 
work with [residents] with special needs 
and special circumstances.”

Title I schools are low-income schools in 
which 40 percent or more of the students 
are eligible to enroll in free or reduced 
lunch programs. Many of the students are 
considered at-risk, or more likely to fail 
academically or drop out of school due to 
personal circumstances, and many are in 
The Woodlands, Barton said.

“We’re giving these kids an opportunity 
with music and culture that they don’t 
normally have,” she said. “We’re giving all 
the members an opportunity to experi-
ence arts and culture. We try to work with 

groups and children who don’t have those 
opportunities.”

Barton said the council focuses on the 
arts because scientific evidence has linked 
the arts to many factors that improve stu-
dent performance. Activities might include 
making a clay pot or attending a symphony 
performance, she said.

The Woodlands Waterway Arts Council 
is celebrating its 10th year, and Because 
Art Matters launched five years ago. Since 
then, the organization has served more 
than 17,500 people through Because Art 
Matters, Barton said.  

Beyond Because Art Matters, the council 
has served tens of thousands of people, 
WWAC President Cindy Hardin said. Its 
annual festival, The Woodlands Waterway 
Arts Festival, attracts about 18,000 attend-
ees during the two-day event in April. 

The organization’s scholarship program 
has also awarded $175,000 to 136 students 
since its inception, Hardin said.

“The scholarships recognize exemplary 
student achievement in the visual arts 

The Woodlands 
Waterway Arts Council
Outreach effort works to promote  art, culture

ART CORNER

The Woodlands Waterway Arts Council led efforts for a collaborative student painting in 2012.
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By Monica Coleman

through an art contest held before the 
festival, and it provides an opportunity 
for students to display their works to the 
public at the festival,” she said.

The organization also awards the David 
Gottlieb Teacher Award for Outstanding 
Achievement in the Arts annually to two 
deserving local teachers.

The Woodlands Waterway Arts Council

Grogan’s Mill Rd.

Lake Woodlands Dr.
2099 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands • 281-745-7126
www.woodlandswaterwayartscouncil.org

About Because Art Matters
• Outreach pillar within The Woodlands 

Waterway Arts Council
• Program for at-risk students, youth, senior 

citizens and residents with special needs
• Has existed for five years and has served 

more than 17,500 people
• Works with students at Title I schools in The 

Woodlands and throughout Montgomery County

45

The Personal Attention That You Deserve
Proudly serving Tomball, Magnolia, and The Woodlands
- Knowledgable in a wide range of rheumatologic conditions
- Caring and supportive treatment approach
- Timely response to patients
- In-of ce lab services and infusion therapy
- Hablamos Español

We Treat
- Rheumatoid Arthritis
- Lupus
- Sjogrens
- Gout
- Osteoarthritis
- Osteoporosis

ARH ADVANCED RHUEMATOLOGY
TAMAR F. BRIONEZ, M.D. CCD

of HOUSTON

WWW.ADVANCEDRHEUM.COM
(281) 766-7886
6707 Sterling Ridge, Suite C • The Woodlands, Texas 77382

Tamar F. Brionez, M.D., CCD
Board Certi ed Rheumatologist

Autism Services and Behavior Therapy

The Shape Of Behavior
26315 Oak Ridge Dr • The Woodlands, TX 77380

Ph# 832.358.2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

 In Clinic Treatment   Social Skills   Shadowing   Diagnostic Services

FREE 
Shape it Trainings 

Trainings focused on ABA*
and behavior intervention strategies

*ABA Therapy Clinic and we have been 
in business since 2000. 

26832 I-45 North, Spring, TX 77386

281-259-9500 | www.weightlosstexas.com

 1 MONTH
28 DAY SELECT PACKAGE  

$319.00
Pick From Our Most Delicious 

Foods, Including Frozen Options 
Like Ice Cream!!!
Month Package Includes:

Weightloss Texas Inc.
Authorized 

Distributor

*Northbound Feeder Between Rayford/Sawdust & Woodlands Pkwy.

Years of Proven Results

We now have frozen Nutrisystem foods
14 Shelf Stable Breakfasts  14 Frozen Breakfasts
14 Shelf Stable Lunches     14 Frozen Lunches
14 Shelf Stable Dinners      14 Frozen Dinners
14 Shelf Stable Desserts    14 Frozen Desserts 
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26419 I-45 North
The Woodlands, TX 77380
281-681-8809

888-647-6611  |  Four Houston Locations  |  AusTIN • DALLAs • HousToN • sAN ANToNIo

bILLIArDFAcTory.comsigtheater.com

Home THeATer  
PoWer, 3Pc LeATHer seT sTArTINg AT $1995
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M ontgomery County 
citizens have the 
opportunity to learn 

about the jobs local law enforce-
ment offers through Citizen’s 
Academy, a course offered each 
year by the Montgomery County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

Attendees learn a variety 
of police-work duties, such as 
SWAT demos and DUI traf-
fic stops during the three-hour 
weekly session that runs for 15 
weeks. Citizen’s Academy has 
been teaching local residents the 
inner workings of law enforce-
ment since 1997. The cost of the 
program is $40.

The mission of the program 
is to promote a greater level of 
understanding between citizens 
and the police force. 

The idea behind the program is 
that citizens can better appreci-
ate the role of the police in their 
towns, and in effect, aid in pre-
venting crime, Herring said. 

Montgomery County’s Senior 

Sgt. Brice Herring said Citizen’s 
Academy is integral to maintain-
ing a healthy rapport between 
citizens and police officers. He 
has witnessed the growth of the 
course and said it helps residents 
build better relations with law 
enforcement. 

During the 44-hour course, 
students learn the basics of police 
work, including patrol, adminis-
tration, jail functions, auto theft 
investigation, hostage investi-
gation, traffic stop scenarios, 
internal affairs and how to work 
with police dogs. 

“Some people like the SWAT 
session, and some people like 
the motorcycle class, but the 
canine one is pretty impres-
sive because of the extensive 
training and well-trained dogs,” 
Montgomery County Sheriff 
Tommy Gage said. 

Gage said another of the 
favorites is the crime scene inves-
tigation session. As part of the 
class CSI personnel are brought 

into the classrooms and explain 
how crime scene investigators 
research and compile evidence. 

After completing Citizen’s 
Academy, participants receive a 
certificate, are invited to yearly 
conferences and become mem-
bers of the Alumni Association. 
In Montgomery County, Citizen’s 
Academy graduates can provide 
support for the Montgomery 
County Sheriff’s Office, some 
working in records or in the auto 
theft division. Some graduates 
have gone on to work for Mont-
gomery County as commissioned 
officers. 

Citizen’s Academy has grown 
in popularity in the 17 years 
since its inception. Herring said 
the course’s realism is the key to 
its popularity. 

“We put them in the same situ-
ations that police officers would 
be in,” Herring said. 

A date has not yet been 
announced for the next Citizens 
Academy. 

Citizen’s Academy
Citizens learn police work through county program

COMMUNITY

By Julie Butterfield

Clint Peoples Training Academy
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Hilbig Rd. 

336

Criminal 
Justice Dr. 1 Criminal Justice Drive

Conroe • 281-297-6534
www.mocotxsca.org

Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office Senior Sgt. Brice Herring conducts a mock 
traffic stop during a recent Citizens Academy class.
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Citizen’s Academy class
• Training academy
• Jail tour
• Traffic enforcement
• DWI enforcement 

• K-9
• Crime scene investigation
• Internal affairs
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guide

2014

Summer may be winding down and the beginning of school may be looming, but there is still 
time to have fun and enjoy the outdoors. Community Impact Newspaper has compiled six  
campgrounds within a few hours drive from Tomball or Magnolia that offer a multitude of  

activities and fun for the family. 

Compiled by: David Pollan & Liza Winkler

Brazos Bend State Park

Huntsville State Park

Brazos Bend State Park is located about 28 miles southwest of Houston, spans roughly 5,000 acres and 
is made up of three major ecosystems. The park has 91 campsites with water and electricity, 14 of which 
have screened shelters. Brazos Bend State Park boasts about 34 miles of trails for hiking and biking. 
Fishing enthusiasts will find six accessible lakes and can find bass, catfish, perch and crappie.

Huntsville State Park is a short drive from Tomball and Magnolia and located within Sam Houston 
National Forest near the western edge of the southern pine belt. The park sits on 210-acre Lake Raven 
and offers visitors a broad spectrum of activities. There is a designated swim area in Lake Raven and 
fishing is available. The park features 21 miles of trails, playgrounds and a nature center. Campers have 
the option of screened shelters, shelters with amenities or choice of 160 tent campsites.

21901 FM 762, Needville 
979-553-5102
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/state-parks/brazos-bend

Restrooms
Showers
Composting toilet
Water/electricity
Amphitheater
Dining hall
Interpretive trail
Bike trails
Hiking trails

Picnic area
Fishing pier
Bank fishing
Camping
Fishing
Playground
Nature center
Wildlife viewing
Horseback riding
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te 
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rk 

Rd
. 4

0

45

State Park Road 40, Huntsville
936-295-5644
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/state-parks/huntsville

Restrooms
Showers
Camping
Water/electricity/sewage
Amphitheater
Nature center
Stables
Picnic area
Swimming
Fishing

Boat ramp
Fishing pier
Fish cleaning station
Playground
Hiking
Biking
Horse riding
Wildlife observation
Boating

don’t 
know what
to pack?

Amenities

Nearby attractions

Amenities

Shelter
__Tent
__Ground cloth/tarp
__Extra stakes
__Shade tarp/poles/rope/stakes

Bedding
__Sleeping bag
__Pillow

Cooking
__Coolers/ice
__Stove with fuel/propane
__Matches/lighter
__Charcoal/firewood/buddy burner
__Dutch oven/tin can stove/box oven/etc
__Fire starters/newspaper
__Paper plates and bowls/eating utensils
__Paper towels
__Trash bags
__Dish soap/sponge
__Containers for food storage
__Cooking utensils (spatula, knife, spoon)
__Can opener/bottle opener
__Mixing bowl

Clothing
__Appropriate shoes
__Appropriate clothing for season/activities
__Plenty of socks
__Hat
__Underwear
__Rain gear

Personal
__Backpack/bag
__Shower shoes/flip-flops
__Towels/washcloth
__Toiletries
__Toilet paper
__Personal medications
__Sunscreen/chapstick
__Lantern with fuel/mantles
__Bug repellent
__Fishing gear/license/bait
__Camp chairs
__First-aid kit
__Flashlight/batteries
__Pocket knife
__Ax/hatchet

Camping checklist

Source: www.lovetheoutdoors.com/camping/checklists.htm

9

762

Bear Rd.

Park Rd.

San Jacinto Battleground
San Jacinto Monument
Battleship Texas

 Sam Houston Memorial Museum

Nearby attractions

62  FEATURES Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com

Entrance fee: $7 (adult daytime use), free (children 12 years and under)
Campsite rental rates: Prices range from $12–$20 per night

Entrance fee:  $5 (adult daytime use), free (children 12 years and under)
Campsite rental rates: Prices range from $15–$30 per day/night

Needville

Huntsville

DAVIS
Holdings
DAVIS HOLDINGS

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
LANCE DAVIS

LANCEDAVIS@DAVISHOLDINGSLP.COM
PHONE: 713-659-3131 FAX: 713-659-8070

DAVIS
Holdings

    FM 1488

 
 

I-45

NOW PRE-LEASING FOR OCTOBER 2014! 
COMING SOON: RETAIL, RESTAURANT SHOPPING CENTER 
PLUS PAD SITE
LOCATION: SWC OF INTERSTATE 45 & FM 1488
THE WOODLANDS, TEXAS
SPACES AVAILABLE: 2,000 SF–15,000 SF

BUILDING: 41,000 SF
CALL FOR RATES

RETAIL CENTER 
LOCATED JUST NORTH 
OF THE WOODLANDS 
WITH EXCELLENT 
FREEWAY VISIBILITY.

WOODLANDS
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Inks Lake State Park

Rocky Creek Park at 
Somerville Lake

Situated along the Colorado River, Inks Lake State Park is home to a wide range of beginner to advanced 
outdoor recreation activities such as a nine-hole golf course, nature walks, backpacking, hiking, scuba diving 
and fishing. The park features a restaurant called Chris’s Landing Grill that offers fresh food and coffee to 
patrons. There are campsites for tents, backpackers, recreational vehicles, or RVS, and cabins for up to four 
people with air conditioning, water and electricity hookups. Patrons can rent an array of equipment, such as 
paddle boats, canoes, kayaks, life vests, paddles, rods, reels and tackle boxes at the park.

29

116

State Park Rd. 4

3630 Park Road 4 W., Burnet
512-793-2223
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/state-parks/inks-lake

Restrooms
Showers
Restaurant
Camping
Backpacking
Hiking
Fishing

Two lighted fishing piers
Boat ramp
Lake swimming
Boating  
Water skiing 
Scuba diving
Picnic areas

Wolf Creek Park at Lake 
Livingston
For those looking for family-style camping, a team of recreational professionals is on-site at Wolf Creek Park 
to enforce park rules and ensure the safety of visitors. The site caters to fishing lovers with a marina, boat 
ramps, piers, fish cleaning station and grocery store offering boat rentals, bait and more. The park offers six 
campsites with full RV hookups and the remaining 57 sites provide water and electricity. There are several 
outdoor activity areas, such as volleyball and basketball courts and a playground for children.

190

156

224

946

150

21 Wolf Creek Park Road, Coldspring
936-653-4312
www.trinityra.org/wolf-creek-park.htm

Restrooms
Showers
Camping
Marina
Fishing
Boat ramps

Piers
Fish cleaning station
Grocery store
Playground
Volleyball 
Basketball

Amenities

Amenities

Nearby attractions

Nearby attractions

Yogi Bear’s Jellystone 
Park Lonestar

Devil’s Waterhole
Lyndon B. Johnson State Park
Lake Buchanan

18-hole Cape Royale golf course
Authentic Southern restaurants and folk arts and 
crafts available in Coldspring

Offering an array of family-friendly camping amenities, the park is a close-to-home getaway for Tomball 
and Magnolia residents. Guests can stay cool in the water park area with a 350-foot plunge, 405-foot 
jelly roll, slide, pools, splash playground and lazy river. The tent options offer a range of amenities—
from primitive campsites to areas with electricity and water. The RV section includes back-in, pull-thru 
and premium sites with utilities such as electricity, water, sewer lines and Wi-Fi. Those who prefer the 
indoors can rent air-conditioned cabins that can accommodate groups of up to 28 people with amenities, 
such as bathrooms, kitchens, picnic tables and covered porches.

Betka Rd.

Cochron Rd.

Cochron Rd.

34843 Betka Road, Waller
979-826-4111
www.jellystonetexas.com

Camping
Fishing
Bathhouses
Camp store
Snack bar
24-hour laundromat
Wireless Internet
Game room

Basketball court
Mini-golf course
Volleyball course
Horseshoe pits
Outdoor theater
Dog-walking area
Activity center

Amenities

Open to the public year-round, the park features a variety of outdoor recreation options, such as water 
sports, hiking, biking and fishing in a lake stocked with catfish, crappie and bass up to 10 or more 
pounds. The park offers scenic Somerville Lake views overlooking a peninsula surrounded by trees and 
water wildlife. About 192 tent and RV campsites are available at Rocky Creek with varying amp hookup 
capabilities. Patrons can use the two boat ramps, playground, nature trails and picnic areas on-site.

36

Th
orn
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.

1560 Thornberry Drive, Somerville
979-596-1622
1.usa.gov/1qNeQKq

Restrooms
Showers
Amphitheater
Boat ramp
Comfort station
Drinking water
Camping
Fishing

Boating
Swimming
Hiking trails
Biking trails
Water sports
Playground
Picnic areas

Nearby attractions

Amenities

Yegua Creek Park
Restaurants and shops available in Somerville
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Entrance fee: $6 (adult daytime use), $5 (adult overnight use), free (children 12 years and under)
Campsite rental rates: Prices range from $10–$50 per night

Campsite rental rates: $23–$907 per day/night (prices vary for weekdays, weekends, holidays  
and special events)

Campsite rental rates: $24–$125 per day/night (prices vary based on peak season
Entrance fee: $4 (daytime use for Monday–Thursday). Park is closed on weekends except to campers.
Campsite rental rates: Prices range from $17–$24 per night 

Burnet

Coldspring Somerville

Waller

TheWoodlands-Spring.com

o ands  p gThe Woodlands & SpringTTThhee WWoooddllands && SSpprriinngThe Woodlands & Spring

Call (281)367-7770 #1 Top Producing Offi ce in Texas

For all the things 
that move you.
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Texas Hill Country Ambience 
minutes from Exxon campus.

936-441-2973
westforkcustombuilders.com

Custom Homes from the $400’s

• Golf Course Community - 
West Fork Golf & Country Club

• Low Tax Rate of 2.775, no MUD taxes
• Golf Course Homesites Available
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Call today:

713-574-9090 “The results have been amazing. I wish I had done this years ago!” - Harry F.

or

Step Away
fromFoot Pain

We specialize in the most advanced foot procedures, 
including our minimally invasive NueStep, available 
exclusively at Northstar Healthcare. NueStep is an 
outpatient procedure, which allows for a shorter recovery 
time and an earlier return to daily activities. If you’re ready 
to step away from foot pain, contact us today.

Visit us online to learn more: 

www.NueStep.com
Medicare and Medicaid not currently accepted.

CORRIDOR

281-364-1744
www.cheneinteriors.com

Spotlight
Chene Interiors & 
Remodeling Center

Spotlight
New York Smoothies

Chene Interiors & Remodeling Center 
has been in The Woodlands for over 30 
years. The business specializes in home 
and commercial remodeling and interior 
design, including flooring, painting, 
remodeling, carpentry, drapery, uphol-
stery, countertops and custom cabinets. 

“The owners have lived in The Wood-
lands for years and years,” assistant 
Blythe Strait said. “I think they like to 
give back to the community where they 
have lived and raised their children. A 
lot of our customers are repeat custom-
ers that they have had for years, and 
there is a lot of word of mouth.”

The center offers free consultations, 

New York Smoothies relocated from 
within the Woodwinds Shopping Center 
nearly two months ago and has been serv-
ing smoothies to residents of The Wood-
lands community for four years. 

Owner Hafiz Hosaini uses all-natural 
ingredients and no artificial flavors or 
preservatives to craft fruit and vegetable 
smoothies, said Moe Hosaini, Hafiz’s son.

“We are different from everyone else. 
Other locations use artificial flavors and 
preservatives,” Moe said. “Everything 
[here] is natural—that is the main thing 
about this store.”

The store also offers healthy sandwiches 
and salads, which includes a post-workout 
customer favorite, an egg white tuna 

The Woodwinds Shopping Center features a mix 
of retail, dining, banking, service and health care 
businesses. The center serves The Woodlands 
area residents who live on the southern end of the 
community as well as residents along Rayford Road 
and commuters along the I-45 corridor.

832-663-9391

Additional businesses within the Woodwinds Shopping Center

Compiled by Jesse Mendoza

Retail

Homecoming Supplies 
SuperStore
253-A Sawdust Road
281-465-8225
www.homecomingsupplies.
com

Spring Vapor
257 Sawdust Road
281-849-8273
www.springvapor.com 

Services

Advance America
261 Sawdust Road
281-419-3226
www.advanceamerica.net

Army Career Center 
265-A Sawdust Road
281-298-8857
www.goarmy.com

Hair Salon & Spa K’Vissages
269 Sawdust Road
281-716-2419

iRepair Gadgets
261-A Sawdust Road
281-651-4924
www.irepairgadgets.com

Nails by Kim
263 Sawdust Road
281-364-8100

Navy Career Center
255 Sawdust Road
281-465-8055
www.navy.com

Woodlands Screen Printing
285-B Sawdust Road

281-363-1133
www.woodlandsscreenprinting.com

Wellness

Advanced Spine & Injury 
Center
271 Sawdust Road
281-419-2300
www.myadvancedspine.com

General Nutrition Center
251-C Sawdust Road
281-364-9098

Sawdust Rd.
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provides samples and interior design 
ideas, then gives customers a price  
estimate before interior design or  
remodeling work begins.

avocado sandwich that has about 40 
grams of protein.

“Almost 70 percent of gym members 
that come here buy that sandwich because 
of the protein,” Moe said.
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Thanksgiving Day
November 27 • 7:45 a.m.

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion | The Woodlands Town Center

For more info call Roxanne Davis, 281.367.YMCA or RunThruTheWoods.org   

Sponsorship 
Opportunities 
Still Available

Promote your brand to more than 6,000 families! 

Running for a Cause, Proceeds benefi t charities of South Montgomery County

1 Mile Children’s Race
Presented by Anadarko

5 Mile Run
Presented by CHI St. Luke’s Health The Woodlands Hospital 

3 Mile Run
Presented by Repsol 

3 Mile Family Walk
Presented by Memorial Hermann The Woodlands Hospital 

Sports Medicine & Rehabilitation 

 

 

 

REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our Houston metro editions

Wellness programs becoming a priority for 
local employers

The Vintage races toward completion

CY-FAIR Several companies in Cy-Fair 
have begun to place an emphasis on 
employee wellness programs as the imple-
mentation of health care reform continues. 

“Companies are recognizing the cost 
for employee health care is going up,” 
said Beryl Ramsey, CEO of Houston 
Methodist Willowbrook Hospital. “We 
have a very costly health care system 
here in the U.S., and many companies 
are looking at how they can reduce 
costs and make sure their employees are 
healthy.”

Houston Methodist Willowbrook 
plans to open a new 6,600-square-foot 
wellness facility in October for hospital 
employees and local employers, offering 
yoga, zumba, boot camp and aerobics 
classes along with access to physicals 
and health screenings. 

“We wanted to make sure our well-
ness program was tailored to the needs 
of businesses in the community so it’s 
convenient and easy,” Ramsey said. 

Houston Methodist’s well-
ness program is comprised of two 

divisions—employee wellness for the 
hospital system’s 17,000 employees and 
corporate wellness for companies in the 
Greater Houston area who can pay for well-
ness services. 

“With the corporate wellness piece, we 
have an opportunity to create a culture of 
wellness within an entity,” said Jennifer 
Borders, director of wellness services for 
the Houston Methodist Hospital system.

The expansion also includes a fitness 
center for hospital employees, which will 
feature cardio equipment, treadmills, 
ellipticals and free weights. 

“Houston Methodist is very interested 
in the health and well-being of its employ-
ees, and the expansion of the wellness 
services [program] here at the Willow-
brook location is one step toward that,” 
Borders said. 

Additionally, Noble Energy’s cor-
porate headquarters features a state-
of-the-art fitness center employees 
can use as part of the company’s 
wellness program, Wellness NOW.                                                             
Full story by Marie Leonard

CY-FAIR A decade after Mischer 
Investments and Kickerillo Companies 
joined forces to purchase 630 acres 
from Hewlett-Packard Company, The 
Vintage has become one of the most 
sought after mixed-use communities in 
northern Harris County. The Vintage is 
now home to a hospital, hotel, thou-
sands of multifamily and single-family 
residences and more than 500,000 
square feet of retail and office space. 

However, with less than 50 acres 
available for new development and 
dozens of new businesses leasing the 

available remaining retail spaces in the 
last two years, the mixed-use commu-
nity is heading quickly toward comple-
tion. 

“I’m not sure we would have antici-
pated the variety of uses we’ve seen 
there,” said Mark Kilkenny, executive 
vice president for Mischer Investments. 
“But I think we saw going in that there 
was an opportunity to develop ameni-
ties and services in that area that hadn’t 
been provided and were skipped over.” 
Full story by Matt Stephens

TOP STORIES DEVELOPMENT
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BETTER MEMORY CARE.  
BY DESIGN.
Autumn Leaves of The Woodlands provides a safe, secure environment  
for  those living with Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia.

Since memory care is all we do, you can rest assured that your loved one  
 is well taken care of and surrounded by specially trained professionals 
 that understand the demands and needs of our residents.
 

“We are so grateful to Autumn Leaves,  
our mother is loved and well cared for  
by an extraordinary group of people.”

– an Autumn Leaves family member

AUTUMN LEAVES OF THE WOODLANDS
10700 Montfair Blvd. | The Woodlands, TX  77382 | ID# 104378

(832) 764-5324  |  AutumnLeaves.com

CALL US TODAY TO SCHEDULE A TOUR.
(832) 764-5324

BUSINESS DINING

Full stories online at impactnews.com

Red Caboose Farm B&B Mel’s Country Cafe
TOMBALL When Mel’s Country 
Cafe first opened on Stanolind Road, 
owner Jeff Henry feared the restaurant’s 
distance from downtown Tomball 
might harm its success in the com-
munity. After 20 years in business, the 
cafe has flourished to become a staple 
to both longtime customers and new 
residents alike in the Tomball area.

“The building was in my wife’s family 
for years,” Jeff said. “I think that the 
original building was built in the ’70s as 
a fried chicken place and then after that 
it was several different things. My wife 
and I took it over in ’94 and named it 
Mel’s [Country Cafe].”

Over the years, Jeff and his wife, 
Melody, the namesake of the cafe, have 
maintained ownership of the restaurant. 
Jeff’s brother-in-law, Charles Weirich, 
joined the team as a manager shortly 
after the restaurant opened in 1994, 
and business partner Phillip Gillian 
now works as the financial accountant.        
Full story by Liza Winkler

MAGNOLIA Nestled in a quiet 
and wooded area in the back of a 
30-acre working Christmas tree farm 
in northwest Montgomery County 
is a modernized log cabin that has 
been home to Red Caboose Farm 
Bed and Breakfast since 2010.   

The farm has long been—and contin-
ues to be—the site of a Christmas tree 
farm owned and operated by Christina 
Malkus and her husband, Bob. The 
couple moved to the farm in 1988, and 
by 1993, had launched their choose-and-
cut Christmas tree business venture on 
the property. 

For years the farm operated solely 
as a Christmas tree farm until 2010 
when Christina decided to renovate the 
then-vacant log cabin on the back of the 
property into a bed-and-breakfast. 

“The cabin used to be occupied by my 
mother and grandmother,” Christina said. 
“After they passed, the cabin sat empty 
for about five years until I had the idea of 
turning it into a bed-and-breakfast.”
Full story by David Pollan
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Tree Farm Rd.

14558 Tree Farm Road  
Magnolia • 281-259-9776
www.redcaboosefarmbedandbreakfast.com
Hours: Sun.–Sat. 8 a.m.–8 p.m.

Hufsmith Rd.

Hufsmith Kohrville Rd.

2978

S
tanolind

 R
d

.

24814 Stanolind Road 
Tomball • 281-255-6357 
www.melscountrycafe.com 
Hours: Tue.–Thu. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.,  
Fri. 11 a.m.–10 p.m., Sat. 7 a.m.–10 p.m.,  
Sun. 7 a.m.–5 p.m., Closed Monday
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Hilbig Rd.

Academy Dr.

Criminal Justice Dr.

Hilbig Rd.

Academy Dr.

Criminal Justice Dr.

The first scenario proposed by consultant firms Broaddus Planning and 
CGL Companies is a 610,100-square-foot expansion of the existing jail 
that would require a land purchase to the north, demolishing existing 
housing and replacing it with three-story structures. The scenario is 
estimated to cost $197.4 million, not accounting for the land purchase, 
and will take at least six to eight years to complete.

Sheriff’s office space occupies 9-1-1 center
Demolish existing sheriff’s office
Build 12 new housing units
    six 48-bed dorms
    six 48-bed double occupancy cell units

Build new intake and medical/infirmary  
Build nine new housing units
    three 48-bed double occupancy cell units
    two 24-bed dorm units
    one 48-bed single cell, male administrative segregation
    one 12-bed single cell infirmary clinic
    one 16-bed double occupancy cell, male youthful offender
    one 8 single cell, female youthful offender

Build new inmate programs 
Build 14 new housing units:
    six 48-bed dorm units
    six 24-bed dorm units
    one 24-bed double occupancy cell unit
    one 24-bed single cell, administrative segregation female

Build new building support 
Build four new housing units:
    two 48-bed double occupancy cell units
    two 24-bed single cell, administrative segregation unit

Build 10 new housing units:
    two 48-bed dorm units
    three 48-bed double occupancy cell units
    two 24-bed dorm units
    two 24-bed single cell units
    one 8-bed single cell, youth offender units
             connected to 16-bed youth unit

Construct public entrance
Housing units

Building support

Records
Medical infirmaryFood services

Public entrance and visitation

Jail property

Administration and sheriff
Intake processing

Arraignment court

Inmate services

Jail 
Continued from | 1

BEDS: 1,880

BEDS: 1,880

BEDS: 2,224

BEDS: 1,558

BEDS: 1,726

filings, which have bogged down 
the county court system. While the 
county looks at short-term solu-
tions to improve the courts and 
other processes to mitigate the 
overcrowding, commissioners are 
also exploring long-term options to 
meet the demand of an additional 
1,000 beds by 2034. 

County officials hired Austin-
based Broaddus Planning and 
Miami-based CGL Companies 
to explore two scenarios associ-
ated with either renovating and 
expanding its jail or building a 
new jail facility at a separate loca-
tion. Both scenarios presented 

would almost double the number 
of existing beds and will each cost 
roughly around $200 million. 

At-risk jail
With an inmate population 

consistently hovering around  
90 percent capacity, the county 
often struggles to provide beds to 
all its inmates, with some having 
to sleep on the floor on occasion, 
said David Moore, Montgomery 
County jail administrator. 

Even though the jail has a maxi-
mum capacity of 1,253 beds, not all 
of the beds can be occupied all the 
time because of inmate classifica-
tion. The Texas Commission on Jail 
Standards has a working guideline 
for jails not to exceed 90 percent 

capacity, which is 1,125 for Mont-
gomery County, Moore said. 

“We are floating over that every 
day at 1,150 or 1,180, but we are 
not over 1,253,” Moore said. 

The jail was deemed at risk of 
being noncompliant with state 
standards due to overcrowding 
by the TCJS in July. Montgom-
ery County Jail is one of five in 
the state, and the only one in the 
Greater Houston area, to be clas-
sified as at risk, TCJS Executive 
Director Brandon Wood said. 

“To be classified as an at-risk jail 
means that we are closely moni-
toring the jail’s population reports, 
especially on the weekends when 
the population is typically higher,” 
Wood said. “Montgomery County 

Jail is required to submit daily pop-
ulation reports, and if the number 
of inmates exceeds the number of 
beds, it will be noncompliant.” 

If the jail is issued a notice 
of noncompliance, jail officials 
would need to submit a plan of 
action detailing steps to reduce the 
inmate population, Wood said. To 
be placed back in compliance, the 
jail must demonstrate a history of 
compliance and prove it was meet-
ing and maintaining all standards.

To ensure there are enough 
beds to cover the high number of 
inmates and maintain compliance, 
Moore said he has had to convert 
recreation areas into inmate hous-
ing, which has reduced space for 
programs and services and caused 

significant inmate idleness. Other 
areas of the jail have also been con-
verted to make room for the grow-
ing inmate population.

“The jail has cleaning facilities 
stored in the hallway,” Doyal said. 
“Every piece of space that’s avail-
able has been used to the point that 
the jail is out of room for admin, 
storage of supplies and bed space.”

Contributing factors
Montgomery County is tran-

sitioning demographically from 
a more rural county to more of a 
suburban and urban county, due 
in large part to the significant 
growth in population and the 
county’s economic prosperity, said 
Phil Grant, Montgomery County 

Source: Broaddus Planning and CGL Companies

Designed by Dionna Moore
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LET US PREPARE A CUSTOMIZED MARKET 
ANALYSIS OF YOUR HOME

Direct: 713-256-4998 Offi ce: 281-367-7770
Michele@MicheleFlory.com • www.MicheleFlory.com

Data Source: Houston Association of Realtors
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The second scenario proposed by Broaddus Planning and CGL Companies calls for the relocation of the jail to an 
undetermined site, which would need to have at least 30.5 acres of land that can be developed. Construction for the 
proposed 707,000-square-foot new jail could be done in phases and cost about $202 million over a minimum of two years of 
construction. The estimated price does not include the cost of purchasing property to house the new facility. 

Housing units

Building support

Records
Medical infirmary

Food services
Public entrance and visitation

Administration and sheriff
Intake processing

Arraignment court

Inmate services

TOTAL BEDS: 2,224
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Source: Broaddus Planning and CGL Companies

The incarceration rate in Montgomery County falls about in the middle when 
compared with all counties statewide. The Montgomery County incarceration rate 
also falls in line with other Texas counties that are similar in terms of population.

Incarceration rates

AVERAGE DAILY JAIL POPULATION: 1,167

COUNTY POPULATION: 485,047
2.41%
INCARCERATION RATE

AVERAGE DAILY JAIL POPULATION: 1,014

COUNTY POPULATION: 415,557
2.44%
INCARCERATION RATE

AVERAGE DAILY JAIL POPULATION: 595

COUNTY POPULATION: 465,232
1.30%
INCARCERATION RATE

MONTGOMERY COUNTY

CAMERON COUNTY

WILLIAMSON COUNTY

first assistant district attorney.
“Whenever you have an increase 

in population density, you are 
going to have an increase in the 
crime associated with that increase 
in population,” Grant said. “With 
the growing number of inmates, 
we are seeing the natural result of a 
significant increase in population.”

In addition, the number of fel-
ony case filings in the county has 
also increased by about 57 per-
cent in the last decade, said Nate 
Jensen, director of court adminis-
tration for Montgomery County. 
Jensen said the county’s popu-
lation growth is a factor in the 
rise of felony case filings, but the 
county’s tough stance on crime 
also plays a part. 

Grant said the increase in felony 
filings are in line with the county’s 
population growth, which is the key 
factor causing the jail overcrowd-
ing. With about 60 percent of the 
jail population made up of pretrial 
felony cases and 6 percent being 
pretrial misdemeanor cases, Grant 
said the demographics show a bal-
anced approach to prosecution. 

“Our prosecution philosophy 
in this county is very aggressive, 
and we don’t apologize for that,” 

Grant said. “We believe in being 
very hard on repeat, violent and 
sex offenders. These are the types 
of criminals that are filling up the 
jail and bogging it down.”

Another factor is the housing 
of prisoners who have been sen-
tenced to the state penitentiary, 
known as paper ready, and who are 
not getting picked up in a timely 
manner, Moore said. Once these 
prisoners are sentenced, the state 
has 45 days to pick them up or 
must pay the county to house state 
prisoners, he said. 

“The state has nowhere to put 
these prisoners in the penitentiary, 
so they sit in the county jail until 
the state comes and gets them,” 
Jensen said. “Paper-ready inmates 
make up 3 to 5 percent of the jail 
population. So, at a population of 
1,100, you’re talking about 35 to 
55 people who shouldn’t be in the 
county jail, and on a weekend, it 
would make a big difference.”

Fighting the increase
The large pretrial inmate popu-

lation has bogged down the courts 
and prompted the county to 
explore ways to accelerate access 
to the courts and bring cases to 

disposition faster, Grant said. 
Jensen said the courts transi-

tioned more than a year ago from 
general jurisdiction courts—
courts that split time between 
hearing criminal, civil and family 
cases—to specialized courts in an 
effort to increase the number of 
criminal cases heard. 

The county is also in the process 
of specializing another court to 
focus on felony cases to keep pace 
with the rising number of filings. 

“The court’s priority has been to 
get the felony cases moving,” Jen-
sen said. “From the beginning we 
knew specialization of the courts 
was going to help speed the pro-
cess along.”

In addition to specialization of 
the courts, Jensen said the courts 
can attempt to implement other 
policies aimed at reducing the jail 
population, such as making sure 
cases are heard and get to comple-
tion faster; exercising more options 
regarding sentencing by find-
ing alternatives to jail time; and 
working with the criminal justice 
community to create efficiencies 
between county departments.

“I can make a recommendation 
to the judges that we make a policy 

to guide us how to do things, but at 
the end of the day, it is still up to the 
judge’s discretion,” Jensen said. 

Prior to the issue of overcrowd-
ing, only jail trustees or those in 
a jail work program were offered 
the 3 to 1 program, meaning 
every day served counts as three 
days served. But with a need to 
keep population numbers down, 
the sheriff ’s office has opened the 
program up to many of its low-
level misdemeanant inmates, said 
Randy McDaniel, chief deputy 
with the sheriff ’s office. 

Other efforts include an agree-
ment with San Jacinto County that 
states it will house up to 30 prison-
ers from Montgomery County at 
a cost of $30 per day per inmate, 
Moore said. Montgomery County 
pays about $41 per day to house an 
inmate, so the agreement proved 
to be a cost-effective option. 

Moore said he is working on a 
similar deal with the Polk County 
jail, which has an additional 400 
beds available. 

Grant said the district attorney’s 

office is doing what it can to miti-
gate the jail population but said 
there are few options.

Some strategies the district 
attorney’s office uses to tweak the 
jail population slightly include tak-
ing advantage of sentencing guide-
lines for low-level first offenders, 
resolving probation cases quickly 
and substituting house arrest or 
other sentencing options for jail 
time when appropriate. 

“At the end of the day we are 
not clogging up the jail with a 
bunch of people that shouldn’t be 
in there,” Grant said. “The people 
that are in there need to be in 
there. We are moving in and out 
as quickly as we can, but we just 
need more space. There really is 
no other option.”

Additional reporting by Jesse  
Mendoza.

How should Montgomery County manage the 
issue of overcrowding at its jail facility?

Take the poll online at  
impactnews.com/wdl-poll



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com70  NEWS

meanwhile, makes up 41 percent, 
while grants, hotel occupancy 
taxes and other revenue sources 
account for the remainder.

Sharp said despite the abun-
dance of retail stores and restau-
rants in The Woodlands that gen-
erate sales tax, those businesses 
only make up about half of the 
township’s sales and use tax rev-
enue. The other half is generated 
from corporate business located in 
The Woodlands such as oil and gas 
companies, manufacturing and 
technology companies. 

“[The Woodlands] has certainly 
benefited from having a concen-
tration of oil and gas companies,” 

Sharp said. “They touch so many 
of these different [tax revenue] cat-
egories, almost all of them.”

Transportation
Prior to 2013, the Brazos Tran-

sit District handled the operations 
of The Woodlands’ park and ride 
service and trolley service. Fol-
lowing a designation by the U.S. 
Census Bureau in 2012 naming 
The Woodlands and Conroe as a 
large urbanized area, the township 
became responsible for handling 
and funding transit programs.

The township will spend $18.3 
million on transportation in fiscal 
year 2014–15, including $10.6 mil-
lion on park and ride services that 
include five new buses. 

Other projects include $5 

million for the development of a 
new Town Center transit facility 
and $1.8 million for the possible 
expansion of the trolley service.

Norrell said grant money 
from the Federal Transportation 
Agency and the Houston-Galves-
ton Area Council would fund 
half of those projects, leaving 
the township responsible for the 
remaining $9.5 million in costs.

The township is expecting the 
results of a Town Center transit 
study conducted by the H-GAC 
to be released this fall, and Norrell 
said the results would likely dictate 
how the township board chooses to 
move forward with plans for both 
the transit center and the trolley 
service expansion.

“Once the board has the full 

Use taxes come from transactions occurring in The Woodlands 
in these categories, among others:

WHAT IS USE TAX?WHAT IS USE TAX?

Township Budget HighlightsTownship Budget Highlights

Sales and use tax revenue is the largest revenue generator for The 
Woodlands Township, accounting for 41 percent of the $92 million 
in projected revenue for fiscal year 2014–15. Of the 8.25 percent 
sales and use tax in The Woodlands, the township receives 2 
percent of that.

However, despite the abundance of retail stores and restaurants in 
The Woodlands, only about half of the sales and use tax revenue 
comes from retail and dining taxes. The other half is generated 
from use taxes, township Financial Director Monique Sharp said.

Oil and gas
Transactions for items such as hydraulic 
and fracking equipment, oil derrick 
equipment, exploration, development or any 
type of oil field service or production come 
with a use tax. 

Manufacturing  
Facilities that engage in 
mechanical or chemical 
transformation into new products 
must pay a use tax.

Communications 
A portion of sales and use tax 
goes to the township when a 
customer living in The Woodlands 
pays his cell phone bill.

Construction deliveries  
The township earns tax revenue when, 
for example, construction equipment is 
delivered to a construction site.

Warehousing 
Use tax is generated from storing 
or transportation of goods and food 
products, and companies that deliver 
food and beverages to retailers and 
restaurants within The Woodlands. 

Property tax revenue accounts for of the township budget34%
The taxable value of property in The Woodlands increased from 

$14.5 billion 
 in fiscal year 2013–14 to  

$16.3 billion  
in fiscal year 2014–15.

The township’s outstanding debt averages to  

$798  
per resident, down from a high of  

$1,189  
per person in 2012.

The township is projected to earn 

 $46.8 
million  

in sales tax revenue in  
fiscal year 2014–15.

The township will receive  

$9.5 
million 

 in federal grant money for transportation 
initiatives in fiscal year 2014–15.

Hotel occupancy taxes will generate an expected  

$5.6 million  
in revenue in fiscal year 2014–15.

The Woodlands Convention and Visitors Bureau will spend  

$1.4 million  
on events, such as the Red, Hot & Blue Festival, Lighting of the Doves,  

Waterway Nights and other holiday events in fiscal year 2014–15.

Township budget
Continued from | 1

Call Yvonne Duell 

(832) 654-3211 

yduell@cbunited.com 

 Exquisite Gated community 
nestled around the  

Player Golf course in  
Sterling Ridge.  

 
Custom built by 

George Weaver for the  
current owners on over an 

acre. Very Private! 

Fabulous property with  
everything you could ever 
want in a home! Grand foyer 
with gorgeous stairway & 
woodwork throughout.  
Full balcony across the back, 
looking to the grounds and 
pool. Enjoy  entertaining 
family & friends in your new 
home!!  

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated Coldwell Banker United, Realtors®   4225 Research Forest Dr. #101    The Woodlands, TX 77381    PH: 281-363-2500  www.cbunited.com/thewoodlands 

55 Gary Glen 10 Hampton Lodge 
 

Available For: $1,995,000 Available For: $1,795,000 

5 Bedrooms | 5 1/2 Bathrooms | 3 Car Garage | 6,254 Sq. Ft. 5 Bedrooms | 4.2 Bathrooms | 4 Car Garage | 5,500 Sq. Ft. 

Call Yvonne Duell 

(832) 654-3211 

yduell@cbunited.com 

 Exquisite Gated community 
nestled around the  

Player Golf course in  
Sterling Ridge.  

 
Custom built by 

George Weaver for the  
current owners on over an 

acre. Very Private! 

Fabulous property with  
everything you could ever 
want in a home! Grand foyer 
with gorgeous stairway & 
woodwork throughout.  
Full balcony across the back, 
looking to the grounds and 
pool. Enjoy  entertaining 
family & friends in your new 
home!!  

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated Coldwell Banker United, Realtors®   4225 Research Forest Dr. #101    The Woodlands, TX 77381    PH: 281-363-2500  www.cbunited.com/thewoodlands 

55 Gary Glen 10 Hampton Lodge 
 

Available For: $1,995,000 Available For: $1,795,000 

5 Bedrooms | 5 1/2 Bathrooms | 3 Car Garage | 6,254 Sq. Ft. 5 Bedrooms | 4.2 Bathrooms | 4 Car Garage | 5,500 Sq. Ft. 

55 Gary Glen 10 Hampton Lodge

Available for: $1,895,000 Available for: $1,795,000

Call Yvonne Duell
5 Bedrooms | 5 ½ Bathrooms | 3 Car Garage | 6,254 Sq. Ft. 5 Bedrooms | 4 ½ Bathrooms | 4 Car Garage | 5,500 Sq. Ft.

(832) 654-3211
yduell@cbunited.com

Exquisite Gated community 
nestled around the 
Player Golf course in 
Sterling Ridge

Custom built by 
George Weaver for the 
current owners on 
over an acre. Very Private!

Fabulous property with 
everything you could ever 

want in a home! Grand 
foyer with gorgeous 

stairway & woodwork 
throughout. Full balcony 
across the back, looking 

to the grounds and pool. 
Enjoy entertaining family & 
friends in your new home!

Coldwell Banker United, Realtors®    4225 Research Forest Dr. #101    The Woodlands, TX 77381    PH:281-363-2500    www.cbunited.com/thewoodlands    Each Offi ce is Independently Owned and Operated
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results back from the Town Cen-
ter transit study, [the board will] 
determine what they want to do 
and will potentially look at some 
changes in the trolley system to 
operate as a transportation com-
ponent,” Norrell said.

Law enforcement
The township is hiring nine 

additional deputies, two detectives 
and provide funds for mounted 
patrol units to work an additional 
246 hours per week in Town Cen-
ter. The new law enforcement 
personnel includes six additional 
Montgomery County Sheriff ’s 
Office deputies, three new Har-
ris County Precinct 4 constables 
to patrol the village of Creek-
side Park, one detective for the 

Montgomery County Sheriff ’s 
Office and one detective for the 
Montgomery County Precinct 3 
Constable’s Office.

“Part of the things you look at 
[when considering hiring addi-
tional law enforcement] each year 
is what is happening with growth 
and what is happening in crime 
in some areas of the community,” 
Norrell said. 

He said one of the reasons for the 
increase in law 
enforcement 
p e r s o n n e l 
was because 
of increased 
crime in the 
area.

“The world 
is changing a 

bit on the I-45 corridor. We saw 
more incidents and growing crime 
numbers, so we’re getting ahead of 
the curve,” Norrell said.

Nancy Becker, president of 
the Creekside Park Village Asso-
ciation, said the constables who 
patrol The Woodlands’ newest vil-
lage have usually served the area 
well, but they are often taken away 
from their normal patrol for other 
duties such as patrolling other 

areas.
Becker said 

three more 
officers are a 
welcome addi-
tion.

“I’m happy 
with it as long 
as the amount 

of coverage per area is the same as 
the rest of The Woodlands,” she said.

Maintenance and parks
The township will spend more 

than $5 million on parks and rec-
reation projects, including $1.7 
million in Town Center, $950,000 
for park improvements, $467,000 
for improvements to some com-
munity pools, and $595,000 for 
new development in Creekside. 

“The largest project that is going 
to take place is the building of the 
Gosling Sports Complex,” said 
Chris Nunes, township director of 
parks and recreation. 

Nunes said the complex, which 
will be at Gosling Road and 
Marsco Place and will feature five 
athletic competition fields, could 

open in August 2015. 
Other projects include two new 

tennis courts at Cranebrook Park, 
the new Pondera Park in Creek-
side Park and early renovation 
plans for Northshore Park, which 
Nunes said is scheduled for 2016.

For the first time, the town-
ship has set aside $1 million for 
enhanced maintenance in places 
such as along major thoroughfares 
and in cul-de-sacs. 

“Some residents believe major 
thoroughfares could benefit from 
clearing underbrush, and really 
just all types of maintenance,” 
Sharp said.

2014–15 Township Initiatives2014–15 Township Initiatives
Major initiatives the township will take on in the next year include improvements in transportation, community services, law enforcement and parks.

Transportation
The township will spend more than $18 
million on transportation, half of which 
will come from federal grant money. The 
remainder will come from park and ride 
fares and fund transfers. New outlays 
include:

• $10.6 million on park and ride services, 
including the purchase of five new buses

• $5 million on the development  
of a transit center in Town Center

• $1.8 million for transit initiatives, 
including the possible expansion  
of the trolley service

Community services
The township is spending an 
additional $1.2 million on community 
maintenance in the next year. 
Highlights include:

• $1 million placeholder for 
community maintenance initiatives

• Additional moving of major 
thoroughfares as needed

Law enforcement
The township is spending an additional 
$1.3 million in law enforcement services. 
The funds will provide:

• Six additional MCSO deputies

• One detective for the MCSO

• One detective for the Montgomery 
County Precinct 3 Constable’s Office

• Three additional Harris County Precinct 
4 Constables

• 246 additional hours per week of 
mounted patrols in Town Center

Parks
The township will spend $5.3 million on 
parks and recreation capital projects in the 
next 12 months. New outlays include:

• $1.7 million for Town Center 
development

• $595,000 for new development in the 
Village of Creekside Park

• $950,000 for park improvements

• $580,000 for irrigation and water 
conservation projects

• $467,000 in aquatic facility 
improvements

“This was a very unusual 
year, I don’t think many 
communities will ever see 
this, and we may never 
see this again. But it all 
came together in 2014.”

—Don Norrell, Township president

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com
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10200 Grogan's Mill Road, Suite 340 | The Woodlands, TX | 77380 
(281) 298-2700 Offi ce | (281) 298-2760 Fax | (877) 824-4299 Toll Free

www.chjwealthmanagement.com

Stop in for a visit and let us get you on the right path!

• Independent Investment Management designed 
to protect and grow your wealth

• Located in The Woodlands



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com72  NEWS

heritagetexas.com

28302 Parkerton
Spring TrailS | $470,000

27047 VanneVar Way
The WoodlandS | $450,000

27727 GeneVa Hills
Spring TrailS | $324,900

New Listi
ng!

For more information on these listings call:
HALEY GARCIA

Broker Associate
281.701.6174

New Listi
ng!

Market Data provided by 
Haley Garcia

Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

REAL ESTATE

When the Village of Panther Creek opened 
in 1977 it became the second village in The 
Woodlands. Panther Creek has over 12,000 
residents, and about 3,600 homes within its 
four neighborhoods.

The community is also home to McCullough 
Junior High School, which was The 
Woodlands’ first high school when it opened 
in 1976.

There are 14 parks in Panther Creek, a 
shopping center and a professional plaza.

Village of Panther Creek

3 Dorset Square        $2.1 million
4 Bedroom/ 5 Full & 2 Half Bath 5,849 sq.ft.
Agent: Cheryle Sanderson
Better Homes and Garden 832-236-6836

57 Hickory Oak Drive                $268,000
4 Bedroom/ 2 Full & 1 Half Bath      2,437 sq.ft.
Agent: Debra Bates
Village Realty 713-419-8626 

39 Pebble Cove Drive $774,900
4 Bedroom/ 3 Full & 1 Half Bath 4,228 sq.ft.
Agent: Jay Mac Sanders
Mustard Seed Realtors 832-797-9229

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of Aug. 29, 2014

Square footage: 1,051–17,000

Home values: $118,000–$3.5 million

Amenities: Waterway cruisers, trolleys, bike 
paths, shopping and dining

Schools: Sally K. Ride Elementary School, Collins/
Knox Middle School, College Park High School, 
McCullough Junior High School

Property taxes (in dollars):                      

The Woodlands Township            0.2940

Montgomery County 0.4838
Montgomery Co. Hospital 0.0727
Lone Star College 0.1160
Montgomery Co. Mud #40 0.1400
Conroe ISD 1.2850
Total (per $100 value) $2.3915

20

Homes on 
the market*

$6, 433

Median annual 
property taxes

$269,000

Median 
home value

45

Average days 
on the market*

13

Homes under 
contract*

$120.50

Median price 
per square foot

Market Data
On the market  (August 2014)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or less 7/57 — — 3/23 13/29 12/22 8/41

$150,000–$199,999 7/60 4/28 1/1 26/39 51/43 6/15

$200,000–$299,999 12/54 30/36 17/37 18/36 33/53 80/45 54/52

$300,000–$399,999 5 /34 16/43 28/42 36/64 24/76 59/77 71/62

$400,000–$499,999 7/63 20/47 28/30 23/51 9/84 23/94 51/64

$500,000–$599,999 2/35 25/50 17/49 8/53 — 18/75 31/65

$600,000–$799,999 8/93 14/54 22/63 8/84 — 28/78 56/90

$800,000–$999,999 4 /120 4/105 12/86 2/139 — 23/92 27/93

$1 million + 18/132 19/107 46/117 — — 12/121 39/140

77385

77386

77384

77381

7738077389

77382

1488

45

Price 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

Median price of homes sold  August 2013 vs.  August 2014 

3 Sunlit Forest            $549,000 
4 Bedroom/ 3 Full & 2 Half       3,581 sq.ft.
Agent: Susan Bobek
Keller Williams Realty The Woodlands
  281-723-0345

—
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Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print


