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Demand outpacing service program resources

Local senior care services 
expand as population grows

Developers: Plans in place to address quality-of-life issues
Concerns raised over rapid development 
By Brian Walzel

The rapid growth The Woodlands area has 
experienced during the past two years has 
led to a host of benefits, such as increased 
tax revenues, lower property taxes and more 
jobs. But the same development trends that 
have resulted in more than a dozen com-
mercial or residential projects announced 
since 2012 has also led to growing concerns 
among area residents.

Representatives of local community orga-
nizations say residents are concerned about 
growing traffic problems and the environ-
mental effect of cutting down trees to make 
room for large-scale developments.

“Development is a good thing—we have 
a very healthy environment in our whole 
region—and we’re blessed to have it,” said 
Steve Leakey, president of the Indian Springs 
Village Association in The Woodlands. “But 
[resident concerns are] less about the pace 
of development and more about how [devel-
opers] manage it. Because it’s not going to 
slow down.”

In a 2012 survey conducted by The Wood-
lands Township, 12 percent of residents said 
new construction and over development 
was the most important issue facing The 
Woodlands, while 15 percent said the most 
important issue was traffic control and con-
gestion.

By Jesse Mendoza
As the senior population con-

tinues to grow in Montgomery 
County, area hospitals, non-
profit organizations and senior 
care facilities continue to grow to 
meet demand.

According to the U.S. Census 
Bureau, there were 47,404 
seniors 65 and older residing in 
Montgomery County, or about 
10.4 percent of the population, 
in 2010 compared to 25,548, or 
7.6 percent of the population, in 
2000. The bureau estimates the 

senior population has increased 
to about 11.7 percent of the 
Montgomery County population 
in 2013.

“If you look at the demographic 
data for Montgomery County 
and some of the surrounding 
areas, definitely the senior 
population is a growing 
segment,” said Josh Urban, CEO 
of Memorial Hermann The 
Woodlands Hospital. “That is 
also true nationally as the baby 

Population is also on the rise. According 
to a study by demographic research firm 
Esri, the population within a 15-mile radius 
of The Woodlands Town Center increased 
from 840,826 in 2010 to 900,882 in 2013, 
a 7 percent increase. The population in the 
same area is expected to increase by another 
11 percent to 1 million by 2018.

Land development
The majority of recent developments 

announced, such as the 75-acre Woodland 
Creek by PinPoint Commercial on Sawdust 
Road, are located outside of The Woodlands 
boundaries on unincorporated Montgom-
ery County land. Woodlands Development 
Company co-president Alex Sutton said The 
Woodlands Development Company devel-
ops projects only on land it owns or pur-
chases.

“Any land that we do not own that gets 
platted and developed, we have no control 
over that,” said Woodlands Development 
Company co-president Tim Welbes. “And 
nobody else can make their lands part of 
The Woodlands.”

Sutton said the Development Company 
purchases land occasionally for future 
development, which then falls under the Traffic along Research Forest Drive near Grogan’s Mill 

Road has increased over the past two years.  
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SENIOR CARE DEMAND
The Montgomery County senior population has steadily increased 
since 2000, straining community resources to meet the demand.

INTERFAITH OF THE 
WOODLANDS

THE WOODLANDS

THE FRIENDSHIP 
CENTER 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY

 transportation rides2,900

In 2000 4,209 or 7.6% In 2000 25,548 or 8.7% 
In 2010 9,052 or 9.6%    In 2010 47,404 or 10.4% 
In 2013 16,165 or 15% In 2013 58,399 or 11.7% 

 transportation rides1,700
provided to provided to clients in 

2013
500200

meals are10,000
Meals on Wheels  clients

800delivered monthly to

seniors served 1,300
total service contacts 16,500

in various programs

$$$$

The Woodlands residents 65 and older Montgomery County residents 65 and older

clients per 
month

Sources: Interfaith of The Woodlands, The Friendship Center, The U.S. Census Bureau, The Woodlands 
Development Company
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JOINT 
PAIN

Contact a 

Memorial Hermann 

Joint Center. And start 

living pain free. 

Staying active is key to staying healthy.  

That’s why Joint Center specialists use  

the most advanced treatments to get you 

moving again. From new prescription 

options, to minimally invasive surgical 

interventions, our affiliated body of  

experts is ready to help you find the best 

path to the life you want to live. 

Call 713.272.1888 or visit 

jointpain.memorialhermann.org 

for more information 

or to make an appointment.

TAKE THE FIRST STEP 

IN ELIMINATING
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Available Suites: 301,302,702,703,2002,2003
From 1225 to 6125 sq ft

32407 Tamina Rd.

$3,549,000  Main Home 6,500 Sq. Ft.  6 br 6 full and 2 half baths / Guest House 3,550 Sq. Ft. 2 full baths / Double lot with 10 car garage  

Carlton Woods
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FROM THE EDITOR
We at Community 

Impact Newspaper, 
whether it be through 
conversations with 
readers or local leaders, 
or through promotions 
throughout this newspa-
per, encourage and ask 
for story ideas and sug-
gestions. These sugges-
tions are often our best 
source for the content 
you read each month.

As more developments, both retail and commercial, 
are being announced in and outside of The Woodlands, 
we are hearing from more and more readers who are 
expressing their concerns about the effects these devel-
opments are having on the community. Readers have 
said they are concerned about increases in traffic, over-
population and just the general aesthetics of the area.

This month, in our front page cover story, we address 
some of those concerns by talking with local resi-
dents and leaders, while also hearing from developers 

responsible for some of those projects.
Another important issue facing not just our commu-

nity, but many across the nation, is the growing senior 
population and the challenges this changing demo-
graphic brings. Reporter Jesse Mendoza also reports 
this month how local agencies, such as Interfaith of The 
Woodlands and the Friendship Center, are affected and 
under strain by the increase in the senior population. 

This issue of The Woodlands edition of Commu-
nity Impact Newspaper rounds out three years since it 
debuted in September 2011. In those three short years, 
this publication has gone from the new kid on the block 
in The Woodlands to the No. 1 news source for our 
readers. We sincerely thank you for reading Community 
Impact Newspaper and for taking the time to give us 
your thoughts and suggestions. 

Brian Walzel
EDITOR

bwalzel@impactnews.com
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READER COMMENTS
In response to “Woodlands Parkway expansion hits 
another snag” (Posted July 11)

“These guys build bridges slow. [The] project has been 
understaffed and underequipped and apparently unsuper-
vised. The guys who are there are having conversations and 
wandering around. They just broke up the concrete pads on 
[a] southside drainage ditch so apparently they do what they 
want. An inspector then tells them to redo it like the drawing 
says. Very frustrating when you drive by and see the Grand 
Parkway blowing Woodlands Parkway project’s doors off. 
That’s how big boys build a road. I always thought it must be 
cost-plus to be so poorly run by the contractor.” 

—Dan

In response to “Texas DMV prepares for transition to 
single sticker system” (Posted July 12)

 “I suspect that the long-term goal is to have an E-Z 
tag that can incorporate inspection, registration and toll 
road all in one. That will greatly increase compliance and 
also enhance revenue for citations on inspection and 
registration. It will reduce man-hours for the police.”

               —Greg L.

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL

What concerns you the most about recent 
development projects in The Woodlands area?

 Increased traffic

 Too many trees being cut down/not enough green space

 Population increases

 Potential crime increases

 Other

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

This month’s cover story reports on concerns residents have 
about recent developments in the area. 

Turn on FOX 26 NEWS,  
download the MyFoxHouston app, 
log on to www.myfoxhouston.com 
for more local news with IMPACT.
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© 2014 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. Ranking based on U.S.News &World Report Best Children’s Hospitals 2014-2015. MPR1028_060414

Texas Children’s Hospital, a Texas original for 60 years,

Is ranked fourth in the nation and best in the southwest.

We’re changing the face of pediatric medicine

By providing the best care for our patients,

No matter where they hang their hat.

Look for us in Houston.

You won’t find us anywhere else.

Only in Texas.
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P A I D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Je�  Beard, CCIM
President

INSIGHT.
LEADERSHIP.
EXPERTISE.

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

Commercial Real 
Estate Leaders

LANDLORD & TENANT 
REPRESENTATION

SITE ACQUISITION

SALES & LEASING

REAL ESTATE
CONSULTING

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

The J. Beard Real Estate Company
F E A T U R E D  P R O P E R T I E S

• Located at the corner of Kuykendahl Rd. 
 and Preserve Way, near Creekside Village
• 1,250 SF–12,500 SF contiguous available
• Six buildings; one story; total 45,000 SF
• High-end fi nishes

  FOR LEASE  THE PRESERVE OFFICE PARK 
25420 KUYKENDAHL, THE WOODLANDS

FOR LEASE  
THE WOODLANDS GATEWAY 
26865 I-45, THE WOODLANDS

FOR LEASE & PAD SITES AVAILABLE  
WINDVALE CENTER
9420 COLLEGE PARK DR., THE WOODLANDS

• New construction completed in 2013; ready for build-out
• Direct access to Interstate 45 and the Hardy Toll Road
• Great location in The Woodlands submarket with excellent freeway visibility 
• Three-story offi ce building with approximately 23,000 RSF

• Grocery-anchored center located at the 
 southeast corner of SH 242 & FM 1488
• Spaces available from 1,000 - 6,237 SF
• .6 acre, .9 acre, 1.6 acre pad sites available

FOR LEASE  
32100 DOBBIN HUFSMITH 
MAGNOLIA

• 46,832 SF building on 10 acres
• Great potential for corporate campus
• High end fi nishes with room for expansion

FOR LEASE  
TIMBERLOCH PLACE
2002 TIMBERLOCH, THE WOODLANDS 

• Space available:  Suite 300 with 17,815 
 RSF & Suite 600 with 17,815 RSF; 
 upgraded fi nishes
• Excellent access – under ½ mile to I-45

• Town Center location; walking distance to  
 The Woodlands Waterway and Market Street; 
 adjacent to The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion
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The Woodlands. The 4,000-square-foot 
facility houses high performance sports 
training equipment and training programs 
that cater to 19 different sports.  
832-644-8276. www.athleticrepublic.com

5  BBQ Godfather has opened at 1810 
Rayford Road, Spring. The East Texas 
barbecue restaurant features specialty 
sandwiches and stacks it’s menu with a 
variety of brisket, ribs, turkey, pulled pork 
and sausage. 713-828-5960 

Now Open

1  Style Encore, a retail resale store, 
celebrated its grand opening July 10 at 
17937 I-45 S., Ste. 135, Shenandoah. The 
store purchases and resells used clothes 
and specializes in merchandise for women 
in their late-20s to mid-50s. Parent 
company Winmark Corporation also 
operates Plato’s Closet, Play It Again Sports 
and Once Upon a Child retail resale stores. 
936-273-100. 
www.style-encorethewoodlands.com

2  Lone Star Extreme Clean opened Aug. 
4 at 330 Rayford Road., Spring. Lone Star 
Extreme Clean specializes in cleaning tile 
and grout, cement, pool decks, brick and 
carpet for both commercial businesses and 
residential homes. The business offers free, 
no obligation demonstrations.  
832-608-6098.
www.lonestarextremeclean.com 

3  Choose Health Wellness Center 
opened a new practice May 1 at 1095 

Evergreen Circle, Ste. 200, The Woodlands. 
Dr. Julie Yelin’s new preventative 
medicine practice offers bio-identical 
hormone replacement, detoxification, 
food sensitivity testing, neurotransmitter 
testing, nutritional medicine, stress/
adrenal fatigue and thyroid disorder 
treatment. 832-380-9800. 
www.choosehealthwc.com

4  Athletic Republic opened its newest 
location July 25 behind the Alden Bridge 
Village Center at 8101 Kuykendahl Road, 

IMPACTS
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NEW SHIPMENT OF 
TURKISH, OUSHAKS AND CONTEMPORARY RUGS IN SOFT COLORS. 

HURRY IN FOR BEST SELECTIONS!

NEW SHIPMENT OF 
TURKISH, OUSHAKS AND CONTEMPORARY RUGS IN SOFT COLORS. 

HURRY IN FOR BEST SELECTIONS!

Like us on facebook www.woodlandsruggallery.com

14
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Mini of The Woodlands is under construction at 
16675 I-45 S., Conroe. 

16
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6  Panaderia Bakery & Shop/The House 
of Bread has opened at 25227 Borough 
Park Drive, Spring. The bakery offers a 
selection of Mexican pastries, including 
sweet rolls, cinnamon rolls, Danish 
pastries and fruit-filled empanadas. 
Panaderia Bakery & Shop also offers South 
American pastries.  
281-465-8061. www.lacasadelpan.net

7  Freddy’s Frozen Custard & 
Steakburgers opened July 1 at 32910 
FM 2978, Magnolia, in the Westwood 
Village shopping center. The fast-casual 
restaurant serves a variety of meals, such 
as lean-beef steakburgers, Vienna beef hot 
dogs, shoestring fries and an assortment 
of dessert treats prepared with either 
chocolate or vanilla frozen custard.  
832-934-2595. www.freddysusa.com

8  Texan Mattress opened July 1 at 32823 
FM 2978, Ste. E, Magnolia, next to JAX 
Burgers. The store specializes in mattresses 
under $1,000. The store also offers free 
same-day delivery on all orders more than 
$299 and no credit check financing. All 
mattresses are in stock on-site.  
832-628-6375. www.texanmattress.com

9  State Farm Insurance opened a new 
location at 3600 FM 1488, Ste. 150, at the 
corner of FM 1488 and Kuykendahl Road, 
The Woodlands. Cody McCown, State 
Farm insurance agent, runs the agency and 
focuses on life and health insurance as well 
as refinancing vehicles and new automobile 
loans. 281-826-9003. 
www.codymccowninsurance.com

10  Chick-Fil-A opened a new Woodlands 
location Aug. 7 at 3425 College Park Drive. 
The fast-food restaurant offers chicken 
sandwiches, chicken nuggets and healthy 
alternatives. Breakfast items and desserts 
are also available. www.chick-fil-a.com

Coming Soon

11  Nestle Tollhouse Cafe will open in 
September at 25 Waterway, Ste. 82, The 
Woodlands. The location’s menu will 
feature signature cookies, ice creams, 

cookie cakes, crepes, paninis and coffee. 
Indoor and outdoor seating will be offered.  
832-663-6895. www.nestlecafe.com

12  Nordstrom is slated to open a new 
location in The Woodlands Mall at 1201 
Lake Woodlands Drive, The Woodlands, 
on Sept. 5. Nordstrom’s upscale clothing 
line caters to men and women with a 
diverse selection of accessories, beauty 
products and handbags. Nordstrom also 
offers clothing styles for kids. 
www.nordstrom.com 

13  Michael Kors is opening its second 
location in The Woodlands on Sept. 4 
inside The Woodlands Mall, Ste. 1026. 
Michael Kors sells luxury handbags, 
jewelry, shoes and various women’s 
clothing. www.michaelkors.com

14  Mercedes-Benz of The Woodlands 
is slated to open February 2015 at the 
northeast corner of I-45 and Hwy. 242. The 
car dealership will sell high-end new and 
pre-owned cars, trucks and sport utility 
vehicles. www.mbusa.com

15  Central Taco opened for business 
in early August with a grand opening 
scheduled at the end of the month at 19075 
I-45, Ste. 752, Shenandoah. Situated in the 
Portofino Shopping Center, Central Taco 
offers traditional Mexican dishes including 
tacos al carbon and farolazos.  
936-266-0266. www.centraltaco.com 

16  AutoNation announced a new location 
of its Mini of The Woodlands dealership 
at 16675 I-45 S., Conroe. The dealership 
is slated for construction on 5.7-acre tract 
and will feature a 29,000-square-foot 
facility with 10,500-square-foot showroom 
as well as a service and parts facility.  
www.autonation.com 

Expansion

17  The Woodlands Resort & Conference 
Center at 2301 North Millbend Drive, The 
Woodlands, is expanding its center with 
a $60 million renovation and addition 
project that includes a new 1,005-foot 

lazy river that opened July 18. Major 
renovations include a new Fairway Pines 
building that will add 184 guest rooms 
and suites to the resort. The existing 222 
rooms will also undergo an upgrade in 
addition to the rest of the facility. Opening 
in mid-October will be Robard’s, an 
upscale steakhouse featuring steaks, chops, 
seafood and chef specials. 855-505-3159. 
www.woodlandsresort.com

Relocation

18  Fit Body Boot Camp has relocated 
to 525 Sawdust Road, Ste. 110, The 
Woodlands. Previously at 1140 Lake Front 
Circle, Ste. 160, Fit Body Boot Camp offers 
one-on-one personal training, 30-minute 
boot camp programs, nutrition and body 
assessments. Workouts hone in on core 
and abdominal strength conditioning.  
281-912-3224.  
www.fitbodythewoodlands.com

Anniversary

19  Kalish Law Firm at 26009 Budde 
Road, Ste. A-100, The Woodlands, is 
celebrating its 30th anniversary in August. 
The law firm handles primarily family 
and business cases and was one of the 
first firms in The Woodlands to handle 
domestic and international adoption cases. 
281-363-3700. www.kalishlawtexas.com

20  Walking Tots celebrated its one-
year anniversary July 25 and July 26 at 
3091 College Park Drive, Ste. 195, The 
Woodlands. The children’s clothing store 
carries 40 brands of children’s shoes with 
sizes ranging from newborn to youth 4. 
936-231-8911. www.walkingtots.com

21  The Woodlands Yoga Studio 
will celebrate its 10-year anniversary 
in September at its location at 25126 
Grogan’s Park Drive, The Woodlands. 
The Woodlands Yoga Studio caters to 
beginners, intermediate and advanced 
students. In honor of its anniversary, the 
studio will offer two free classes to the 
public Sept. 1 as well as an anniversary 
party Sept. 26. 936-271-1485. News or questions about The Woodlands? 

E-mail wdlnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Connor Hyde and Jesse Mendoza

Style Encore resale retail shop opened July 10 at 
17937 I-45 S., Ste. 135, Shenandoah.

1 

Freddy’s Frozen Custard & Steakburgers opened 
July 1 at 32910 FM 2978, Magnolia. 
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Robard’s steakhouse will open in mid-October as 
part of The Woodlands Resort’s renovation.
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OUR GOAL IS TO SAVE EVERY BUYER $2,000!
PRICE SELLS TRUCKSOVER 300 TUNDRAS AVAILABLE TRUCK WORLD

NEW 2014 TOYOTA
TUNDRA CREWMAX TEXAS ED. 5.7L V8

$10,000
OR 0% APR+

NEW 2014 TOYOTA
TUNDRA DBL CAB V8 SR

$23,888
+ 0% APR+

OFF
MSRP

APR0% ON 10
NEW
TOYOTA
MODELS

2 YEARS
NO COST
MAINTENANCE*

3

1

WHEN YOU BUY FROM FRED HAAS WE’LL MAKE IT THE BEST CAR
BUYING EXPERIENCE YOU’VE EVER HAD...WE GUARANTEE IT!

NEW 2014 SEQUOIA PLATINUM   NEW 2013 AVALON LTD

25 MPG

NEW 2014 TOYOTA SIENNA LTD

 SEVERAL
TO CHOOSE37 MPG

NEW 2014 TOYOTA COROLLA L

SEVERAL
TO CHOOSE OR

0%
APR+

0%
APR

$21,888$8,000 $269
OFF
MSRP

$10,000OFF
MSRP

OR LEASE

OR ON NEW 2014
SIENNA L

(1) Based on Toyota Motor Sales New Truck Retail Delivery Reports for Year 2013. (2) #1 in Texas (GST) total retail sales ‘06-‘13 YTD by the Cross Sell Statewide Dealer Summary. (3) 2014.5 Camry L Mdl #2514, Stk #3376, MSRP $23,300, $2000 TMS/GST Rebate,  $2412 FHT Discount. Lease  2014.5 Camry 
LE, 24 months, $999 due at signing, $169 first months payment, includes applicable rebates from TMS. (4) RAV4 LE 2WD Model #4430, Stk #0175, MSRP $24,715, $1000 TMS/GST Rebate, $2827 FHT Discount.  Lease: 2014 RAV4 LE, 24 months, $999 due at signing, $169 first months payment, includes 
applicable rebates from TMS. (5)  2014 Corolla L Manual Mdl #1831 Sedan, Stk #8354, MSRP $17,675, $500 GST/TMS Rebate, $2287 FHT Discount. 2014 Corolla L Auto Mdl #1832, Stk #2730, MSRP $18,275, $2387 FHT Discount.  Lease: 2014 Corolla LE Mdl #1853, Stk #6465, 24 months, $999 due at signing, 
$139 first months payment, includes applicable rebates from TMS. (6)  Sienna Model #5328, Stk #0492, MSRP $27,845,  $1500 GST Rebate,  $1000 GST Customer Cash, $3457 FHT Discount. $8000 O� MSRP Sienna Limited Mdl #5356, Stk #7745, $47,581 MSRP, $2500 TMS/GST Rebate, $5500 FHT 
Discount. Lease  24 months, $1999 due at signing, $269 first months payment. (7) Avalon Limited Demo Mdl #3554, Stk #1137, $44,108 MSRP, $10,000 FHT Discount. Sequoia Platinum Demo Mdl #7927, Stk #0330, MSRP $63,755, $10,000 FHT Discount. (8) Model #8239, (DBL Cab V8, 6AT ECT-i) White 
Work Truck, Stk #8954, MSRP $28,675, $500 GST/TMS Rebate, $4287 FHT Discount. Tier 1+, with approved credit through TFS, 60 months, $16.67 per $1000 financed, 10% down required, max $20,000 financed, no negative equity. (9)  Tundra CrewMax Mdl #8363, Stk #6730, MSRP $46,227, $7500 FHT 
Discount, $1500 TX ED GST Rebate, $1000 GST Rebate. +  Prius & Sienna Tier 3+ 60 months, $16.67 per $1000 financed. Corolla,  Tier 1+  60 months, $16.67 per $1000 financed, 10% down required, max $15,000 financed, no negative equity, anything over financed at normal market rates. Avalon,  Tier 1+  60 
months, $16.67 per $1000 financed, 10% down required, max $20,000 financed, no negative equity, anything over financed at normal market rates RAV4, 4Runner Tier 1+ 36 months, $27.78 per $1000 financed. Camry 72 months, tier 1+, based on $13.38 per $1000 financed. $500 Bonus Cash from GST. All with 
approved credit through TFS. * Covers normal factory scheduled service. Plan is 2 years or 25K miles, whichever comes first. The new vehicle cannot be part of a rental or commercial fleet, or a livery/taxi vehicle. See participating Toyota dealer for plan details. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska. Roadside 
Assistance does not include parts and fluids. All leases do not include applicable taxes or fees, no security deposit, 12,000 miles per year, $0.15 per mile over. With approved credit. All pre-owned vehicles are subject to prior sale. O�ers do not include college grad or military rebates unless otherwise noted. Leases 
do not include applicable taxes or fees. 2013-2014 EPA highway or city estimates. Actual mileage may vary. Artwork for illustration purposes only. Prices good day of ad only.  No wholesalers, employees or their families, limit one per customer. See dealer for details.  Plus $125 doc fee.  All o�ers end 9/2/14.

Hablamos Español En Todos Los Departamentos!
866-MY-TOYOTA (698-6968) or 713-358-4500

I-45 North @ Louetta • FREDHAASTOYOTA.COM

SERVICE CENTER OPEN
7 DAYS A WEEK!
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1  Hwy. 242 Direct Connectors
The Hwy. 242 direct-connect projects 
include a northbound flyover traveling to 
eastbound Hwy. 242, ending at 
Maverick Way near Lone Star College-
Montgomery, as well as a westbound 
flyover traveling to southbound I-45, 
ending south of Hwy. 242. Rick 
Kronenberger, project manager for PTP 
Transportation, said no date has been 
determined as to when steel beams 
would be placed over I-45 onto the 
support columns. Kronenberger said 
when the beams are put into place, lanes 
on I-45 would need to be closed. For 
more information about the project, visit 
www.sh242dc.com.

Timeline: Construction is estimated to 
be complete by the end of the year.
Cost: $33.9 million
Funding sources: TxDOT, Montgomery 
County Precinct 2

2  Woodlands Parkway at Kuykendahl 
Road turn lane improvements
Montgomery County Precinct 3 is extending 
several turn lanes to improve traffic flow. The 
project includes extending eastbound 
and westbound left and right turn lanes 
on Woodlands Parkway onto Kuykendahl 
Road, and the northbound left turn lane on 
Kuykendahl Road onto Woodlands Parkway. 
Timeline: Construction is expected to be 
complete by the end of the year.
Cost: $700,000
Funding source: Montgomery County 
Precinct 3

3   Woodlands Parkway expansion
TxDOT and The Woodlands Road Utility 
District are widening the westbound lanes of 
Woodlands Parkway from just west of 
Grogan’s Mill Road to East Panther Creek 
Drive over Lake Woodlands. The contractor, 
Menade Inc., is running nine months behind 
schedule and Precinct 3 Commissioner 

Circle is on schedule to be complete by 
Aug. 25. The project includes the closure 
of one eastbound lane as crews install 
pipeline under the roadway. 
Timeline: Expected completion date is 
Aug. 25.
Cost: $550 million
Funding source: SJRA

5  Kuykendahl Road extension
This project includes extending two lanes of 
Kuykendahl Road from Alden Bridge Drive to 
Crownridge Drive, completing a missing half-
mile segment of Kuykendahl Road through 
The Woodlands. 
Timeline: The project will begin Aug. 18.
Cost: $3.1 million
Funding source: TxDOT

6  Grand Parkway update
Three segments, sections F1, F2 and G, 
totaling 37 miles are under construction on 
Houston’s third outer loop. The local 
segments stretch from Hwy. 290 to Hwy. 
59 and feature major overpasses and 
interchanges at Hwy. 290, Hwy. 249 and I-45. 
Construction is requiring several lane closures 
and traffic diversions on the feeder roads 
between FM 2920 and the Hardy Toll Road.  
Timeline: Project is expected to be 
completed in December 2015.
Cost: $1 billion
Funding source: TxDOT

Turn lane improvements
Fifteen intersections throughout The 
Woodlands will see extended or additional 
turn lanes designed to improve traffic flow. 
The turn lane extensions will be located at 
intersections primarily along Research Forest 
Drive, Lake Woodlands Drive and Woodlands 
Parkway. For details, visit www.precinct3.org.
Timeline: Project is estimated to take 
12–18 months.
Cost: $5.4 million
Funding source: The Woodlands RUD, 
Montgomery County Pct. 3    

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at wdlnews@impactnews.comCompiled by Brian Walzel

James Noack said the county is in talks with 
TxDOT to potentially revoke the contractor’s 
bond. Should Menade’s bond be revoked, 
the project will be put on hold while another 
contractor is selected to complete the 
expansion. Noack said while Menade has 
put a potential October completion date on 
the project, he doubts the expansion will be 
finished by then.
Timeline: Contractor estimates project may 
be completed in October.
Cost: $3.6 million
Funding sources: Woodlands RUD, TxDOT

4  SJRA Groundwater Reduction 
Plan
The San Jacinto River Authority is 
installing pipeline throughout The 
Woodlands and Oak Ridge North as part 
of its Groundwater Reduction Plan. 

A  Pipeline construction along portions 
Grogan’s Mill Road has been delayed 
September and October, after the start 
date of the Conroe ISD school year. 
Some lanes will open by Aug. 25. Both 
eastbound lanes on Grogan’s Mill Road 
between South Millbend Drive and 
Grogan’s Park Drive are closed with traffic 
being diverted to one westbound lane. All 
major intersections remain open.
Timeline: Aug.–Oct.

B  Pipeline installation along a one-mile 
stretch of Research Forest Drive between 
Greenbridge Drive and West Trillium 
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7  Expanded trolley service
The Woodlands Township is working to expand trolley service beyond Town Center to 
potentially include Hughes Landing. The project is designed to improve mobility and 
transportation in Town Center. A plan under consideration would include two routes, an 
express route and another for more leisurely travel. The plan would also require the township 
to purchase five new trolleys at a cost of $170,000 each. The township board of directors is 
considering the cost and the plan for its fiscal year 2014–15 budget.
Timeline: A start date has yet to be determined, but will take 18 months to complete.
Projected cost: $913,966
Funding source: The Woodlands Township    

C
o

ur
te

sy
 T

he
 W

o
o

d
la

nd
s 

To
w

ns
hi

p

Map not to scale

45
 

 
              Lake Woodlands Dr.

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
K

uy
ke

nd
ah

l R
d.

 
Hufsmith Kuykendahl Rd.

 Research Forest Dr.

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
G

osling R
d

.

 
 

 
G

rogan’s M
ill Rd.

 

  

 
 

 

W
oodlands Pkwy.

242

1

2

4A

3

1488

6

5

4B

7

99



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com12  NEWS



The Woodlands Edition • August 2014 NEWS  13

College Station

Hempstead

Huntsville

Conroe

Waco

Fort Worth

Teague

Corsicana

Dallas 

Houston

Austin

Environmental study on high-speed 
rail from Houston to Dallas begins
By Matt Stephens 

The Federal Railroad Administration 
and the Texas Department of Transporta-
tion have begun work on an environmen-
tal impact statement for the Texas Central 
Railway, a 240-mile high-speed rail 
system between Houston and Dallas. 

Robert Eckels, president of Texas Cen-
tral Railway, said the FRA and TxDOT 
issued a notice of intent June 25 to begin 
the environmental study. Eckels said the 
environmental study will consider the 
possible routes for the railway and the 
effects on the surrounding community as 
well as possible stops along the way and 
alternative route options. 

Three routes are being considered for 
the train, Eckels said, including rights 
of way along I-45, north along Hwy. 249 
through Tomball and along a Union 
Pacific path along Hwy. 290. Stops are 
being considered near Bryan-College Sta-
tion and possibly along Beltway 8 or the 
Grand Parkway.

“All [routes] have their strengths,” Eck-
els said. “The main thing we’re looking for 
is the cost of construction and to mini-
mize the impact on the communities.”

He said public meetings will be held in 
the next two months to receive input on 
how the project could affect nearby com-
munities and what residents would like 
to see. Meetings will likely be held in the 
north Houston region. 

Eckels said he believes getting the mes-
sage out to the community about the proj-
ect could be one of the biggest obstacles 
in getting it constructed because of how 
new it is to the United States. There are no 
similar rail projects in the U.S.

As the environmental process con-
tinues, Eckels said examining the safety 
standards of the project will be concur-
rently examined. Using state-of-the-art 
technology, these high-speed trains have 
run in Japan for 50 years without any 
fatalities due to train errors, Eckels said. 

“You don’t have wrecks on these trains 
like you do on other trains,” he said. “It’s a 
quiet train. It’s a safe train. It’s extremely 
fast. That’s a message we need to get out to 
people to understand.”

Depending on how long the environ-
mental process takes, Eckels said the 
project could break ground by the end of 
2016 or early in 2017. The railway would 
be grade separated, meaning it would not 
intersect with rail tracks or roadways. 

About four years ago, the Central Japan 
Railway Company worked with the U.S.-
Japan High Speed Rail Association to 
study 97 city pairs across the country on 
possible locations for a privately funded 
high-speed rail project. Houston and Dal-
las were selected as the best possible city 
pairing, Eckels said, because of the high 
population between the two metropolitan 
areas, the flat land in between, existing 
rights of way options and friendly busi-
ness environments between the two cities. 

Eckels said the project will not be 
constructed with federal or state fund-
ing. Instead a number of private investors 
would fund the multibillion dollar project 
through debt and equity and be repaid 
through ticket sales. Tickets would likely 
cost less than commercial airfare, he said. 

 “There’s also some money to be made 
in transit-oriented developments along 
the stops,” Eckels said. 

Eckels said a car trip from Houston to 
Dallas along I-45 today is roughly four 
hours and could increase to six hours by 
2035. Not only could a high-speed rail 
be an alternative to additional taxpayer-
funded construction along I-45, but Eck-
els said he believes it will aid in economic 
growth in Texas. 

“Both the Houston and Dallas/Forth 
Worth areas are the big economic drivers 
for Texas,” Eckels said. “This will make it 
so much easier to capitalize on the assets 
in both communities and continue eco-
nomic growth for Texas.” 

TRANSPORTATION
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NOW PRE-LEASING FOR OCTOBER 2014! 
COMING SOON: RETAIL, RESTAURANT SHOPPING CENTER 
PLUS PAD SITE
LOCATION: SWC OF INTERSTATE 45 & FM 1488
THE WOODLANDS, TEXAS
SPACES AVAILABLE: 2,000 SF–15,000 SF

BUILDING: 41,000 SF
CALL FOR RATES

RETAIL CENTER 
LOCATED JUST NORTH 
OF THE WOODLANDS 
WITH EXCELLENT 
FREEWAY VISIBILITY.
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Where Business Lives Well

281-719-6100 • www.TheWoodlands-Commercial.com

Designed to be LEED Silver Certified •  Adjacent parking  
Panoramic views of 200-acre Lake Woodlands 

Easy access to Interstate 45 and Bush Intercontinental Airport 
Walking distance to planned restaurants, retail, hotel,  

Whole Foods Market®, fitness center, and multi-family residences 

NOW LEASING TWO HUGHES LANDING
CLASS A OFFICE BUILDING ON LAKE WOODLANDS

8 Stories, 197,719 sq. ft.

NOW OPEN!

Community involvement is essential to the success of our firm 
and The Woodlands provides the type of business community 
that allows us to be plugged in and to thrive.  Along with the 
dynamic business environment, the varying business sectors 

and the large number of talented people working and living 
here make The Woodlands an ideal location for a growing 

law firm.

“The Woodlands is a 
dynamic, growing
business community and 
we love being a part of it.”

Bret Strong
Attorney and Managing Shareholder,
The Strong Firm P.C.
Two Hughes Landing, The Woodlands
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Township considering trolley service 
expansion into Hughes Landing
By Brian Walzel

The Woodlands Township is evaluat-
ing a plan that would extend its Town 
Center trolley service farther west into the 
new Hughes Landing development. The 
plan under consideration by the township 
would include the purchase of five new 
trolleys at a cost of $170,000 each. The 
total cost of extending the service under 
the proposed plan is $913,966, which also 
includes the cost of operating the system.

The route extension plan is being 
proposed by the township’s ad hoc 
transportation committee, which worked 
with transit consulting firm HDR Inc. to 
formulate the plan.

“We will take this [plan] to the full 
board to see if there is an interest in mov-
ing this budget item forward and imple-
menting a more detailed trolley service,” 
said Jeff Long, who serves on both the 
transportation committee and the town-
ship board of directors.

The township board is working to create 
its fiscal year 2014–15 budget, and it will 
consider funding for expanded trolley 
service. The board is expected to vote on 
the budget at its Aug. 27 meeting.

The plan under consideration features 

two routes: a Green Route that is designed 
as an express service running every six 
minutes during peak times and every 10 
minutes during non-peak times, and a Red 
Route designed for leisure travelers. The 
Red Route would run every 10 minutes 
seven hours per day.

Long said the board could choose to 
approve the plan and its expense, reject it, 
or consider other options.

Township Transit Program Manager 
Chris LaRue said the Federal Transit 
Authority funds, and will continue to 
fund, 50 percent of The Woodlands’ trol-
ley operations. However, the township 
could bear the full cost of purchasing 
any new trolleys for an extended service.

“Since we have not identified grant fund-
ing at this time, the township is program-
ming the new vehicle acquisition in the 
budget initiative as a 100 percent township 
cost,” LaRue said. “However, the township 
will be looking to identify possible grant 
funding sources should the budget initia-
tive be adopted by the board.”

Although the current trolley system is 
free to users, Long said an expanded route 
could come with a fare to offset costs.

“That is something we would need to 

TRANSPORTATION

consider,” he said. “People might be willing 
to pay.”

Between July 2013 and July 2014, 89,647 
riders used the trolley service, according to 
the township.

The 66-acre Hughes Landing mixed-use 
development will feature several office 
buildings, a hotel, apartment facility and 
shopping and dining amenities. 

To make room for the trolley routes, 
Long said a new expressway would need 
to be implemented. But the cost and 
funding for an expressway has yet to be 

determined, he said.
Long said one of the challenges of 

improving mobility through mass transit 
is to change notions commuters have about 
using their own vehicles.

“That is clearly a mindset, and a con-
certed effort needs to take place on our 
part to change some of that thinking,” 
he said. “The pain has to be so great that 
[users] have to look at alternative ways 
to get from Point A to Point B. The pain 
is starting to mount, so we have to give 
people some options.”

CATCH A RIDE
The Woodlands Township is considering a plan that would extend its 
Town Center trolley service into Hughes Landing. The plan is designed to 
give users more transit options and improve mobility in The Woodlands.

PROPOSED COST: $913,966

5New trolleys needed 

Source: The Woodlands Township
Map not to scale

For more information call Nancy Gardner, CFP® at 713-840-8880 

WWW.TANGLEWOODWEALTH.COM
21 Waterway Ave., Ste. 300, The Woodlands

Who is nurturing your
RETIREMENT NEST EGG?

THE PEACE OF MIND YOU WANT, AND THE SECURITY YOU NEED

Tanglewood Wealth 
Management has been 
helping Texas families 
realize their lifelong 
financial goals for the 
past 35 years. If you are 
considering retirement 
or selling your business, 
or your current advisor is 
not providing the service 
you deserve, please  give 
Tanglewood a call.

Tanglewood Wealth 
Management has been 
helping Texas families 
realize their lifelong 
financial goals for the 
past 35 years. If you are 
considering retirement 
or selling your business, 
or your current advisor is 
not providing the service 
you deserve, please  give 

Who is nurturing your
RETIREMENT NEST EGG?
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Our services include:
Teeth Cleaning
Dental Implants 

Cosmetic Dentistry
Fillings & Crowns

Root Canals
Traditional & 

Invisalign Orthodontic Treatment
Dentures

Teeth Whitening
Sedation Dentistry

Comprehensive Exam with only Dr. Gayken

25250 Borough Park Suite 107
The Woodlands, TX 77380

Dawn Gayken DDS, PLLC
General, Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry

ANXIOUS ABOUT GOING 
TO THE DENTIST? 

Ask us about oral 
conscious sedation. 

It works like a dream! 
It’s safer and costs far less than IV sedation. 
A good way to catch up on years of dentistry

in a single visit. 

3 dimensional diagnosis & 
treatment planning available 

along with same day extractions & 
placement of implants

Most dental PPO insurance accepted

281-367-2767  | www.gaykendds.com

We use a highly sophisticated and advanced 
3-D technology. 

CEREC - Single Visit Crowns and Veneers. 
A revolutionary way to restore damaged teeth 

in a single visit.
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By Jesse Mendoza
Portions of pipeline construction along 

Grogan’s Mill Road have been delayed, 
while another section remains on sched-
ule, according to the San Jacinto River 
Authority. 

Sections of Grogan’s Mill Road between 
Blue Fox Road and Grogan’s Park Drive 
as well as major intersections between S. 
Millbend Drive and Sawmill Road will 
not open until October, said SJRA spokes-
woman Ronda Trow. 

In addition, a section of Grogan’s Mill 
Road near Wilkerson Intermediate and 
Knox Junior High schools will not open 
until September, according to the SJRA.

While some portions of the roadway 
are delayed, another segment will open 
by the Aug. 25 deadline. Lanes between 
S. Millbend Drive and north of Sawmill 
Road will open by Aug. 25, prior to the 
opening of the Conroe ISD school year, 
Trow said.

The SJRA began installing pipeline 
along the portion of Grogan’s Mill Road 
in early June almost immediately after 
CISD schools started summer vacation. 
The SJRA planned to complete construc-
tion during the summer months to mini-
mize its effect on school traffic. The SJRA 
expects similar construction near The 

Woodlands High School along Research 
Forest Drive to be complete by the Aug. 
25 deadline, Trow said.

The delays stem from inclement 
weather, a shortage of construction mate-
rials and nearby construction on Grogan’s 
Mill Road, Trow said.

“We are going to leave the detour access 
to the church open until after the church 
is finished with a portion of parking 
garage construction,” Trow said. “We 
can’t close that access because that is the 
only way [workers] are bringing the con-
struction trucks in there. That is the only 
way the people are able to come in for 
church as well because there is no other 
access into their site at this time.”

Conroe ISD representatives said in a 
statement that parents should plan for 
potential delays due to the pipeline con-
struction on Grogan’s Mill Road. 

Meanwhile, sections of the pipeline 
along FM 2978, Research Forest Drive 
and the northern portion of Grogan’s Mill 
Road are installed, with a few exceptions, 
and will be tested by October, Trow said.

“We have to test the pipes to make sure 
there is not any leaks and to make sure 
everything is running correctly,” she said. 

The SJRA has also made progress on 
Oak Ridge North sections of pipeline 

construction, largely because construc-
tion in that section is located along an 
easement, rather than along city roads, 
Trow said. 

Construction in Oak Ridge North is 
expected to be complete by March 2015, 
according to the SJRA. However, a new 
construction project along Maplewood 

Drive will likely begin in 2015. The SJRA 
will hold town hall meetings this fall to 
inform affected residents about Maple-
wood area construction plans in advance.

The SJRA is installing pipeline to meet 
mandates that require Montgomery 
County reduce its reliance on groundwa-
ter by 30 percent by 2015. 
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SJRA CONSTRUCTION ON GROGAN’S MILL ROAD
Pipeline construction along a portion of Grogan’s Mill Road, near several Conroe ISD 
schools, has been delayed. The SJRA hopes to open the southbound lanes of Grogan’s 
Mill Road from South Millbend Drive to the entrance of The Woodlands First Baptist 
Church by the time school begins, but construction south of that section will be delayed.

WILKERSON 
INTERMEDIATE 

SCHOOL

KNOX JUNIOR  
HIGH SCHOOL

HAILEY  
ELEMENTARY

SCHOOL

OPEN BY OCTOBER

GROGAN’S MILL RD.

THE WOODLANDS 
FIRST BAPTIST 

CHURCH

BLU
E FOX RD.

MILLPARK DR.

SJRA delays completion of Grogan’s Mill Road, Research Forest on schedule
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Fun•Fair•Positive
Soccer

Making Youth Sports FUN Again!

FALL SOCCER SIGN UPFALL SOCCER SIGN UP

• No Travel: All games played locally-22 locations
• One practice per week
• All 8 Games on Saturday beginning Oct. 11

For more info or to sign up go to www.FFPS.org 
or call 800.828.7529 (PLAY)

Save $5  Sign Up by September 3.

Full Uniform &
Trophy to All!

Girls & Boys:
4-18 years old 

800 PEAKWOOD, SUITE 2E
HOUSTON, TX 77090

TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT call 281-377-1000 or go to 
northhoustonspecialtyphysicians.com

VINCENT TALOSIG, M.D.CUIE QIU, M.D., PH.D.
NEUROLOGIST

....and beyond 
STRIVING TO 

DIAGNOSE 

AND TREAT 

NEUROLOGICAL 

DISORDERS

INTERVENTIONAL 

PAIN SPECIALIST, 

PHYSICAL 

MEDICINE, & 

REHABILITATION

OUR BOARD CERTIFIED PHYSICIANS AND THE EXCEPTIONAL 

STAFF AT NORTH HOUSTON SPECIALTY PHYSICIANS WOULD LIKE 

TO WELCOME YOU TO OUR PEAKWOOD LOCATION. 

Your multi-specialty care solution, at ONE location!

20515 INTERSTATE 45 N (I-45 @ LOUETTA)  
281-977-0202 • NEXCARAUTO.COM

HUNDREDS OF QUALTY PRE-OWNED CARS, 
TRUCKS, SUV’S, LUXURY & IMPORTS

GOOD CREDIT

BAD CREDIT

NO CREDIT

FIRST TIME BUYER

BANKRUPTCY

WE FINANCE

GET AS LOW AS 1.74%

CHECK US OUT ON DEALERRATER.COM
CALL & SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT 281-977-0202

YOUR NEXT 
CAR IS HERE
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Development continues to surge in Shenandoah 
By Jesse Mendoza 

The city of Shenandoah contin-
ues to see expansions in commer-
cial development with medical, 
office space and retail facilities 
under development.

Continued growth of the 
city’s commercial base improves 
revenue generated from sales tax, 
which benefits Shenandoah resi-
dents after the funds are applied 
to capital projects, Shenandoah 
City Manager Greg Smith said.

Much of the development is in 
the Vision Park corridor, where 
facilities such as a Kelsey Sey-
bold health care clinic are being 
constructed. 

Similarly, developments such 
as an Ethan Allen furniture store, 
Bob’s Steak and Chop House 
restaurant, Courtyard Marriott, 
Home2 Suites extended-stay 
hotel and Holiday Inn Staybridge 
Suites as well as a Pisula Develop-
ment Company mixed-use proj-
ect make up some of the ongoing 
additions along I-45, Smith said.

The Pisula development 
contains retail, banking, and 
office space in four different 

buildings for leasing. DPC owner 
Tom Pisula said developers are 
attracted to Shenandoah because 
of the proximity to major high-
ways and roads, and the availabil-
ity of open land.

“I-45, the access to all of the 
areas around and they can feed 
off of I-45, Research Forest Drive 
and Hwy. 242, [are the reasons for 
development]” Pisula said. “Obvi-
ously the [population] growth 
that is going on [is a factor], and 
Shenandoah still has land to be 
developed where The Woodlands 
does not.” 

The Woodlofts, another mixed-
use development, will be located 
at the intersection of David Vetter 
Blvd. and I-45. The project is an 
example of the direction some 
developments are taking in the 
Shenandoah region, Smith said. 
The development is located in 
the city’s development corridor, 
where properties are required to 
offer ground-floor commercial 
space, but have the option to lease 
residential or office space in the 
floors above it.

“[The development corridor] is 

sort of a back-to-the-future kind 
of thing,” Buckhead Investment 
Partners CEO Kevin Kirton 
said. “Back in the old days, you 
had people living above shops or 
stores. It is a new way of provid-
ing a variety of complimentary 
uses in a location that allows 
somebody to come home from 
work, park the car, and go down-
stairs to a restaurant or shop. That 
benefits the owner of the restau-
rant also because he has some 
built-in patrons above it.”

Construction on The Wood-
lofts is expected to begin before 
the end of the year, or early in 
2015, Kirton said.

The growth of commercial 
development has increased 
the city’s sales tax base, which 
benefits residents through capital 
project investments, Smith said.

“All development is good devel-
opment as long as it is controlled 
and done in a proper manner,” 
Smith said. “Sales tax is very 
important to the city—that is how 
we do a lot of our capital projects 
and are able to provide some of 
the services that we have. But at 

DEVELOPMENT

The city of Shenandoah continues to see new 
commercial development. Developers said the 
city is a prime location for new development 
because of its location near I-45, proximity to 
The Woodlands and south Montgomery County 
communities. 

Breaking new ground

the same time, we want to make 
sure that it is good development 
that is not going to be a burden for 
the residents or cause a negative 
impact.”

Kelsey Seybold
106 Vision Park Blvd.
Estimated completion: 
November/December

Pine Forest Office 
Condos
150 Pineforest Drive
Estimated completion: 
April/May 2015

Ethan Allen
8390 I-45 S.
Estimated opening:  
September

Holiday Inn Hotel
19333 David Memorial Drive
Construction start:  
September

Courtyard Marriott
19255 David Memorial Drive
Estimated opening: 
September

Home 2 Suites Hotel
223 David Memorial Drive
Estimated completion: 
January/February 2015

Staybridge Suites
19359 David Memorial Drive
Construction start: 
September

The Woodlofts
David Vetter Blvd. at I-45
Estimated start: 
Early 2015

Pisula Development
8865 Six Pines Drive
Construction status: 
Complete

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Source: city of Shenandoah
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Texas Hill Country Ambience 
minutes from Exxon campus.

936-441-2973
westforkcustombuilders.com

Custom Homes from the $400’s

• Golf Course Community - 
West Fork Golf & Country Club

• Low Tax Rate of 2.775, no MUD taxes
• Golf Course Homesites Available
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Our market is rich with opportunity. You don’t want to waste your life, energy or time interviewing places that 
are clearly not a good fi t. We’d like to tell you just a little bit about how we can be helpful.

Our only job is to help you and your clients succeed. 

We don’t list. We don’t sell.  We don’t compete for business with our agents. 

If you don’t succeed and get paid for your hard work, we don’t succeed or get paid either. Our focus isn’t on 
agent fees; it’s on you, your clients and your business. 

Meet Linsey. She’s your Career Coach. Formerly an in-demand coach with Tom Ferry, who is recognized by 
many as the #1 educator in real estate, she brings crackling energy, enthusiasm and a depth of experience 
ten miles deep. Linsey has coached hundreds of agents across the country whose businesses have exploded 
from clients few-and-far between and skimpy earnings-to-match, to many clients, perpetual success and six-
fi gure income. She can do it for you too. 

I’m Ken, the Sales Manager. My background includes thirty-three years of real estate experience and eighteen 
years of success leading Pro Icon agents with Gary Greene’s Number One selling offi ce, The Woodlands 
Marketing Center. I’m also the author of Less Blah Blah More Ah Ha – How social savvy real estate agents 
become trusted, preferred, referred and rewarded, Amazon’s best seller in the real estate sales category. 

Working together, Linsey and I will help you sling shot your real estate business to new levels of success 
and sustainability. We’ll do great work, help lots of people, have fun and prosper personally and fi nancially. 

So enough about us. Linsey and I would like to know more about you. How can we be helpful? 

Give us a ring, email or text us today. 

9000 Forest Crossing, The Woodlands, TX

Real Estate Pros In Search Of Plan B

Ken Brand, Sales Manager
832-797-1779
KenBrand@GaryGreene.com

Linsey Ehle, Career Coach 
949-939-2514
Linsey.Ehle@GaryGreene.com
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Bluejack National begins construction 
on Tiger Woods-designed golf course
By Jesse Mendoza

Construction of the Bluejack National 
golf facilities has begun in Montgomery 
County, and a company spokesman said 
the course may be ready for play by the 
fall of 2015. The course and its amenities 
will be accessible only through private 
memberships,.

Media Golf Inc. construction crews 
have started initial construction on the 
Bluejack National 18-hole golf course, 
which is designed by Tiger Woods 
Design, and will be located at the former 
Blaketree National Golf Club site at 4430 
S. FM 1486, north of Magnolia.  

Bluejack National is the first golf 
course designed by the golf champion.

Crews are also working to refurbish 
the course lake and several amenities, 
Bluejack National principal Casey Paul-
son said.

With course construction now under-
way, Bluejack National officials are 
hopeful that the course, and a handful of 
amenities, will be ready for play by fall 
2015, Paulson said.

“We will open our various amenities in 
sequence over two or three years,” Paul-
son said. “We are focusing on everything 
right now. From a timing standpoint, 
the golf course is probably our key focus 
right now, but we are focused on all the 
amenity areas.”

Woods will also design The Play-
ground, a short course for serious short-
game practice, but accessible to casual 
family and friend outings. 

Other amenities will include The 
Porch, a facility for players to relax after 
a round of golf; The Fort, which features 
a bowling alley; movie theater, a game 
room, a pottery room, a classic Ameri-
can hamburger restaurant, zip lines, 
an archery range and sports courts. 

Additional features include the Blake 
Fishing Dock and a golf club.

“Our goal is to create an environment 
unlike any other where families and 
friends can reconnect, enjoy their time 
together and create lasting memories 
and traditions they’ll cherish for years 
to come,” Paulson said. “Members and 
guests will have an opportunity to use 
some of the amenities that are just get-
ting kicked off [such as] our renovated 
lake cottage, fishing and some other 
things that will be ready here in the fall.”

The 755-acre development will also 
include 400 private residences with 
options ranging from member suites to 
cottages, Sunday homes, and estate home 
sites, according to Bluejack National. 
Larger facilities will also be available for 
retreats, outings, conferences and enter-
taining guests.

Paulson said the natural aspects of the 
property make the Bluejack National 
development a prime location for golf.

“With its water, trees and natural 
movement, this is one of the most 
perfect pieces of property for golf in all 
of Texas,” Paulson said. “After all these 
months of careful planning, watching it 
begin to come together is truly exciting.”
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Construction crews have begun work on the 18-hole Bluejack National golf course and community, which 
is being designed by Tiger Woods. The location is the site of the former Blaketree National Golf Club.

Map not to scale
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Bluejack National
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Grand Texas park unveils construction timelines, details for new attractions
By Liza Winkler 

Grand Texas—the future 
610-acre sports and entertain-
ment district in New Caney—is 
scheduled to break ground on 
the first phases of construction 
late this summer and open to the 
public in early to mid-2015.

The development will feature 
a 150-acre theme park, 40-acre 
water park, 83-acre sports 
complex, RV park with 144 lots, 
more than 240 hotel rooms and 
450,000 square feet of retail and 
dining once completed, said 
Monty Galland, CEO of the 
Grand Texas Sports and Enter-
tainment District. Officials also 
announced the addition of a 
43-acre auto racing component 
at the park, which will be con-
structed on the property near the 
RV park and the sports complex.

Grand Texas, which is esti-
mated to draw 1.2 million annual 
visitors, will be near the intersec-
tion of Hwy. 242 and Hwy. 59, 
about 35 miles east of Magnolia.

DEVELOPMENT

Inside look at  
Grand Texas

estimated
timelines

themed 
sections

59

242

Theme park

Water park

Baseball stadium

Event center

Hotel

Downtown Texas

Parking & roadways

RV Park

Walkway

Sportsplex

Motorsportz

Water

Unoccupied area

Grand Texas is a future 610-acre sports and entertainment 
district in New Caney. This overall site plan depicts where 
all the park’s amenities will be located.

“We want what we refer to as 
‘the district’ [to be] a destination, 
and as a destination, that means 
it’s going to drive development,” 
Galland said. “We have a lot to 
offer that you just won’t find any 
place else.”

Galland said Grand Texas will 
differ from other theme parks 
in the state since it will feature 
Texas history and cultural ele-
ments throughout the property. 
The theme park will include 
roller coasters and other carnival 
attractions and is expected to 
span 71 acres in the first phase of 
construction, Galland said. 

The theme park has room to 
add new attractions on up to 150 
acres in the future.

The first phase of construc-
tion on the Big Rivers Water 
Park will span 28 acres. Galland 
said the water park has space to 
accommodate up to 40 acres of 
development, with the first sec-
tion spanning an area slightly 
smaller than Wet ‘n’ Wild 

SplashTown in Spring.
The sports complex will 

include indoor facilities and 20 
sports fields with high-tech turf 
able to withstand up to eight 
inches of rain per hour without 
game delays, Galland said. The 
fields are designed to accom-
modate a variety of sports teams, 
including junior and senior base-
ball, softball, soccer, lacrosse, 
7-on-7 football and rugby.

Grand Texas officials are pro-
jecting 750,000 annual visitors 
for the junior baseball games 
alone, he said.

“We are hoping to surpass 
Craig Ranch in McKinney [for 
total sports complex attendance], 
and they do 2 million visitors a 
year for all sports,” Galland said. 
“The great thing about it is it cre-
ates hotel stays and hospitality as 
well as dining.”

In addition, the RV park will 
include at least 150 spaces to 
accommodate a wide variety of 
vehicles ranging in depth from 

65 feet to 85 feet, Galland said. 
The RV park and a few hotels 
will be some of the first compo-
nents of Grand Texas to open 
early next year.

On July 21, Grand Texas 
announced that Palmetto Racing 
in The Woodlands is working 
with Miller Performance USA in 
Utah to develop a multipurpose 
attraction called Motorsportz on 
43 acres near the RV park. 

The new attraction is expected 
to include nearly two miles of 
track for a combination of tradi-
tional karts, super karts and test-
track operations for sports cars. 

Up to four racetracks are 
planned for Motorsportz at Grand 
Texas and the complex will also 
include commercial pad sites for 
future hotels and restaurants. 

“This type of family-oriented 
racing will be very well received 
in Houston,” Palmetto Racing 
owner Tim Crawford said. “We 
could not be more pleased to 
bring this to the deserving people 

of this great city.”
Transportation at Grand Texas 

will be facilitated through a 
50-acre parking lot for visitors and 
a few separate lots for employees 
and coaches. 

Galland said there will be a 
higher than typical wage for 
entry-level positions at the park, 
and there will be a large number 
of full-time employees. Grand 
Texas plans to develop a mul-
tifamily housing complex for 
employees, but officials are still 
determining the location for it.

Grand Texas officials learned 
lessons about preparing for 
future growth from the closure 
of Six Flags AstroWorld in 2005.

“With AstroWorld, one of the 
biggest things is not the clos-
ing—it was very successful—but 
AstroWorld’s growth potential 
was stunted by being boxed in,” 
Galland said. “That’s why we 
developed [Grand Texas] with 
the ability to continue to grow 
for 30 years.”

Source: Grand Texas

Theme park
First phase opens May 2016
Construction begins in 2015

water park
First phase opens June 2015
Construction begins September 2014

Sportsplex
Opens March 2015
Construction begins August 2014

rv park
Opens February 2015
Construction begins August 2014

motorsportz
Opens mid-2015 (summer)
Construction begins October 2014

first hotels
Open February 2015
Construction begins fall 2014
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Filing period begins for 
Woodlands Township 
board election
By Brian Walzel

The Woodlands Township has opened filing for those 
residents interested in seeking a position on the commu-
nity’s board of directors. Four at-large positions are up for 
election this year, with Election Day scheduled for Nov. 4.

Positions 1, 2, 3 and 4 are on the ballot this year. The 
deadline to file for a place on the ballot is 5 p.m. Aug. 18. 

Each of the four incumbents for the open positions 
has already filed their paperwork for re-election. Those 
incumbents include Gordy Bunch for Position 1, Mike 
Bass for Position 2, Jeff Long for Position 3 and Ed Robb 
for Position 4.

Bunch, CEO of The Woodlands Financial Group, Bass, 
a retired accountant, and Long, a retired engineer and 
retired director of public works, each were elected to their 
first terms on the township board in May 2012. 

Robb, founding pastor of The Woodlands United 
Methodist Church, was first elected to the board in May 
2010 and won re-election in May 2012. Robb is seeking 
his third term.

To be eligible to serve as a township director, candidates 
must be 18 years old, be a U.S. citizen, have lived in The 
Woodlands Township for at least the past six months, and 
have lived in Texas for at least the past 12 months.

Oct. 6 is the last day to register to vote in the November 
election, and early voting begins on Oct. 20.  

For more details, visit thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov. 

BRIEFS

The Westin to open new hotel in The Woodlands
By Jesse Mendoza

The Westin Hotels & Resorts  
will open its fifth Greater Houston 
area hotel in The Woodlands on 
Waterway Square.

The 302-room luxury hotel is 
expected to open in the fourth 
quarter of 2015 and will overlook 
The Woodlands Waterway, 
according to The Woodlands 
Development Company. 

The Westin hotel will target both 
leisure and business travelers, and 
will feature 15,000 square feet of 
meeting space, an outdoor pool,  
workout studio, business center, a 
150-seat restaurant, lobby bar  
and a second-level pool deck that 
connects directly to the fountains at 
Waterway Square.

“The Westin brand is an ideal fit 
for The Woodlands and will help 
meet the accelerating demand for 
high-caliber lodging in this rapidly 
developing area,” said Allison Reid, 
senior vice president of North 
America Development, Starwood 
Hotels & Resorts Worldwide.

Paul Layne, executive vice 
president of master planned 
communities for The Howard 
Hughes Corporation, said The 
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The Westin hotel will open on The Woodlands Waterway in the fourth quarter of 2015. The 
hotel will feature 302 rooms, a 150-seat restaurant and an outdoor pool deck. 

Woodlands has a large demand for 
signature hotels. The Westin hotel 
will be located within The Woodlands 
Town Center—within walking 
distance to nearby amenities, such as 
Waterway Square, The Woodlands 
Mall, Market Street and the Cynthia 
Woods Mitchell Pavilion.

“There is a tremendous demand for 

signature hotels in The Woodlands, 
and we are pleased to welcome the 
renowned Westin brand,” Layne said. 
“The Westin, The Woodlands will 
be a great place to stay in Waterway 
Square, a regional destination with 
multiple water features, shopping, 
dining and entertainment options for 
locals and visitors alike.”

PARTNERS IN BUILDING features six luxury, custom home communities in North Houston. All are near the new Grand 
Parkway and the entertainment, healthcare options and recreation at The Woodlands. Each one is convenient to the new 
ExxonMobil campus, and your children will attend some of the best schools in the area. Now all you have to do is choose 
our one-of-a-kind BUILD ON YOUR LOT program, an intimate, gated enclave of custom homes, or all the amenities of a 
master-planned community. Whatever you choose, we’re already there.

WE’RE ALREADY HERE.

LUXURY, CUSTOM HOMES FROM THE $500s TO $1-MILLION+

LUXURY. CUSTOM. NORTH HOUSTON. WE PUT THEM ALL TOGETHER.
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Conroe ISD outperforms state 
averages on 2014 STAAR test
By Abigail Allen 

Conroe ISD has received its 
preliminary results on the dis-
trict’s standardized testing, and 
the results are positive, officials 
said. Overall the school district 
exceeded the state’s scores on the 
State of Texas Assessments of 
Academic Readiness, or STAAR, 
scores for each grade level. 

“We did well,” Conroe ISD 
Superintendent Don Stockton 
said. “We improved. We outper-
formed the state in every grade 
and subject area, which we’re 
very proud of, and mirrored the 
state in different trends.”

One of those trends was in 
third grade reading. The state’s 
percentage dropped from 79 per-
cent of students meeting STAAR 
standards in 2013 to 76 percent 
meeting standards in 2014, and 
Conroe dropped from 89 percent 
passing to 86 percent. Stockton 
said those lower numbers likely 
indicate there was something 
about the test that affected how 
the children performed.

 Stockton said he feels there 
are several factors that contrib-
ute to CISD consistently per-
forming so well in comparison 
to the state average.

“Strong instruction is No. 1, 
and just a strong emphasis on 
great instruction, trying to meet 
the needs of all the different 
types of learners that we have,” 
Stockton said. “We also—in 
elementary school—have an 
early exit program where we get 
kids who are testing in Span-
ish to test in English as early as 
possible. We think that’s a very 
important thing for kids to make 
the transition.”

The only areas where the 
school district did not exceed the 
state’s test results were among 
elementary school students who 
took the test in Spanish. 

“We test a much smaller 
percentage of kids than the state 
does in Spanish, which indicates 
that most of the kids testing in 
Spanish are either new arriv-
als to us or students who’ve 

EDUCATION

probably struggled to make the 
transition to English.”

For example, at CISD, about 
6 percent of students taking the 
third grade reading test took it 
in Spanish, as compared to 10 
percent in the state. CISD had 58 
percent proficiency on that test 
while the state had 65 percent. 

At press time, the Texas 
Education Agency had not yet 
sent the district report card, 
which Stockton said he expected 
to receive in early August. That 
report gives a better indication 
of how the district measured up 
overall. The annual report evalu-
ates different factors, including 
test scores, demographics and 
student achievement. CISD 

anticipated performing well 
compared to other districts 
statewide, Stockton said.

“Once the official results come 
out, then we compare to similar 
school districts to see how we do 
there,” Stockton said. 

District officials did not wait 
until they received the results 
to plan for the upcoming year, 
however. 

CISD received the individual 
student scores along with the 
grade level preliminary results. 
Officials analyzed the results to 
try to determine what is working 
and what was not an effective 
method of teaching students. 

“We’re doing well in our 
school district,” Stockton said. 

“Our scores are very healthy, but 
the challenge that we have is, any 
area that’s not 100 percent—and 
obviously none of them are 100 
percent—we’re challenged in 
those areas for our students to be 
more successful.”

Some of the steps the school 
district takes to help students 
improve include reading or math 
intervention and using a scien-
tific approach to give individuals 
the best help possible.

“There’s always good news/bad 
news when you get your scores,” 
Stockton said. “The good news 
this year is, I think, overall we 
did very well, and the bad news 
is we still have some kids that are 
[struggling] with challenges.”

Conroe ISD schools performed better overall in the 2014 end-of-course STAAR exam than the state average.

U.S. HISTORYBIOLOGYALGEBRA IENGLISH IIENGLISH I
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World Record Tandem Skydive

Benefiting Children’s Cancer Recovery Foundation

JUMP! SHOUT!
World Record Tandem Skydive

September 27, 2014
First jump at sunrise

Skydive Spaceland
Rosharon, TX

President
George H. W. Bush
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Tomball ISD approves balanced budget
By David Pollan

The Tomball ISD school board adopted 
a $98.7 million balanced budget for the 
2014-15 academic year that provides pay 
increases for district employees and main-
tains the same tax rate. 

Jim Ross, chief financial officer for 
Tomball ISD, said the $98.7 million bud-
get total, which was approved at the July 
15 meeting, is an increase of 7.19 percent 
from last year. The increase in the budget 
total is a result of additional expenditures 
needed for hikes in pay, minimum wage, 
starting teacher salaries, staff positions, 
insurance premiums and utility costs. 

“Adjustments to payroll provid-
ing a $50,000 starting teacher salary, a 
minimum wage of $10, a 3 percent salary 
increase and the addition of new staff 
account for 92.5 percent of the budget 
increase,” Ross said. “The remaining 7.5 
percent was due to increases in insurance 
premiums and utility costs.”

The 3 percent salary increase for all dis-
trict employees and raising starting teacher 
salaries from $48,000 to $50,000 were 
designed to keep TISD competitive with 
other districts in the region, he said. 

“Tomball ISD must maintain a strong 
competitive position to maintain the 
quality of staff we are accustomed to 
employing,” he said.

TISD is limited to a fixed revenue per 
pupil formula, which is made up of local 
tax revenues and state aid, Ross said. If 
the tax base rises, the district must gener-
ate more of the fixed amount per pupil, 
which reduces the state’s contribution. 

The only way revenues increase for the 
district is through higher attendance due 
to enrollment growth or improved atten-
dance of existing enrollment, he said.

“Our operating revenues have increased 
for these two reasons only,” Ross said. 

Attendance of existing enrollment is 
measured by converting enrollment to a 
weighted total known as weighted average 
daily attendance. As WADA rises, so does 
state funding for the district, Ross said.  

As for the TISD tax rate for the 2014-15 
school year, it will hold steady at $1.36 as 
it has for seven years, Ross said. 

“It’s really a big deal that there has been 
no hike in the tax rate in the district for 
the past seven years, especially when the 
state doesn’t make it easy on the district,” 
said Michael Pratt, vice president of the 
TISD school board. “Seven years in a row 
is very impressive.”

Despite adopting a balanced budget, 
Ross said the district will need to amend 
to a deficit budget in the future because of 
new regulations, which are not yet in place, 
but will cause a decrease in fund balance. 

EDUCATION

Revenue 
per pupil

Weighted 
average daily 

attendance

$5,706

per school 
year

2011-12: 12,725

2012-13: 13,421

2013-14: 14,039

2014-15: 14,793

TISD 2014-15 budget

Revenue: $98.7 million

Expenditure breakdown

Total enrollment
15,000

12,000

9,000

2011-12
2012-13

2013-14
2014-15

6,000

3,000

11
,1

25

11
,7

72

12
,4

99

13
,1

89

The revenue per pupil is a fixed rate formula and 
made up of local tax revenues and state aid. 
Revenues only increase for the district through 
improved attendance of existing enrollment, 
increased attendance due to enrollment growth or 
both. TISD experienced an increase in both. 

87.52% Payroll

Source: Tomball ISD

1.44% Other operating
0.36% Capital Outlay

3.75% Supplies
6.93% Contracted Services

$98.7 
million

Payroll includesan increase of 7.63%over last year
3% pay increaseover last year for all employees$10 minimum wage

$50,000 starting salary for teachers

57 additional hiresTeachers
Hourly

Other 
professionals
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1699 Research Forest Drive, Suite 100 
Shenandoah, Texas 77381

• Variable interest rate pays a monthly .75%  
 Annual Percentage Yield (APY) on entire  
 balance in account. 
 – No limit to deposit size.
 – Must have $2,500 in the account for the entire statement period to earn the rate.
 – Fees could reduce the earnings on account.
 – Rate may change after account is opened.

• FREE ONLINE BANKING
 – Internet service provider fees may apply.
 – Unlimited transactions - subject to availability of funds.
 – Bill Pay is not a free service.

• Unlimited transactions

• All ATM fees automatically refunded*
 * Unlimited ATM fee rebates apply to cash withdrawals using the Integrity Bank Visa  
  Debit Card wherever it is accepted. ATM fee rebates do not apply to any fees other 
  than fees assessed for using an ATM to withdraw cash from your Integrity Bank account.

• $100 minimum to open

• No monthly service charge

• Free eStatement available

• Free imaged checks included with statement

 Interest rate and Annual Percentage Yield is accurate as of 6/4/2014 and is subject to  
 change at any time.

DON’T LIKE THE 
DIRECTION YOUR 
BANK IS GOING?
Open an Integrity 
Checking Account 

Today!

832.562.2250 • IBANKTX.com

If you or a loved one is having problems with wisdom teeth, it might be time to take action.          
A board-certified oral surgeon is the most qualified dental professional to perform a safe and 
secure removal procedure.  

Before you schedule your surgery, ask the following questions: 
• Have I been referred to a board-certified oral surgeon? 
• Is my oral surgeon practicing in a office licensed and certified to provide IV 

anesthesia—in other words, is it safe?
• If I have complications or questions, will I have access to my oral surgeon?

Make sure you can answer "yes" to these questions and choose Northwest Oral & Maxillofacial 
Surgery. Anything else would just be unwise. Be wise about your wisdom teeth and visit 
www.texasoralsurgery.com.

Impacted • Misaligned • Bacteria  
Partially Erupted • Decay 
Solve your problem by visiting Northwest Oral Surgery

texasoralsurgery.com

WHY ARE THEY CALLED

WISDOM TEETH?
Wisdom teeth can sometimes be uncomfortable and anything but wise. 
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By Jesse Mendoza
State Rep. Brandon Creighton, R-Con-

roe, will be the newest member of the 
Texas Senate after winning the Aug. 5 
special election runoff over state Rep. 
Steve Toth, R-The Woodlands. Creighton 
won by a margin of 7,846 votes, according 
to unofficial results.

Creighton received 15,215 votes, 
totaling about 67.4 percent of the vote, 
while Toth garnered 7,369, or about 32.6 
percent. All results are unofficial until 
canvassed.

Creighton, who has a background in 
business and law, said his district office 
will be established quickly in preparation 
for the January Texas legislative session.

“We have much work to do,” he said. “I 
am excited to go to work on behalf of Sen-
ate District 4.”

Creighton said it is important that 
he focuses on making sure that local 
communities are prepared to work 
together going into the legislative session 
in January because there are only five 
months every two years to accomplish the 
work needed. 

“My office is going to be established 
quickly to make sure that we can handle 
the needs of the district,” he said.

With the race for District 4 now over, 

Creighton said border security, limiting 
federal government overreach and job 
creation will be key issues during the 
upcoming legislative session.

“A top priority of mine [is] making 
sure that our international border is safe 
and secure,” Creighton said. “I am very 
interested in making sure that Texas does 
everything [it] can in promoting our 
economy, and job creation is also a top 
priority going into the legislative session.”

Toth said a wide disparity in campaign 
funding was difficult for his campaign  
to overcome.

“I think you can run a grass-roots 
campaign and get outspent 3-to-1, but 
you can’t get outspent 10-to-1,” Toth said. 
“Along the way we met a lot of  
great people, and we put a wonderful 
team together. I felt like we raised some 
really good issues, and I wish Brandon all 
the best.”

Campaign finance reports each candi-
date filed with the Texas Ethics Commis-
sion show Creighton raised $213,587, and 
Toth raised $13,895 for their respective 
runoff election campaigns.

Toth, who represents District 15 in the 
Texas House of Representatives, said he 
will work for his constituents until his 
term expires in 2015 and will be receptive 

to new opportunities in the future.
“Our office has done some great work 

to help constituents across House District 
15—everything from insurance issues to 
criminal justice issues,” Toth said. “When 
that door closes we will look for the next 
door to open; that is always the way it has 
been in my life.”

Creighton and Toth were two of four 
candidates vying for the position during 
the May 10 election, which resulted in 
the Aug. 5 runoff. The other candidates 
included The Woodlands Township 

Director Gordy Bunch and former senator 
Michael Galloway.

Creighton will be filling the unexpired 
term of former state Sen. Tommy Wil-
liams, R-The Woodlands, who resigned 
from the seat in Oct. 2013.

 Williams was first elected to the Senate 
District 4 seat in November 2002 and was 
re-elected in 2004, 2008 and 2012. 

Williams was later hired at the Texas 
A&M University system to serve as 
its vice chancellor of federal and state 
relations.

Creighton wins special election runoff for state Senate District 4 position 
ELECTION

Brandon Creighton Steve Toth
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Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm 
applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 & 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders. BUILDER magazine, May 2014.

Convenient to New Village Center  •  Oversized Home Sites Available  •  Resort-Style Amenities

Wooded Overlook
From the Low $600s  

(281) 255-0299

Coronet Ridge
From the Low $700s  

(281) 516-0899

The Estates at Blairs Way
From the Mid-$800s  

(281) 516-0899

Five-Time Texas Builder of the Year!* TollBrothers.com/CITW

K
U

Y
KE

N
D

A
H

L 
R

D
.

WENDTWOODS 
DR.BEACONS
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CURLY
WILLOW DR.

The Estates 
at Blairs Way 

Model

Coronet 
Ridge

Wooded 
Overlook 

Model

WOODED
OVERLOOK DR.

Creekside Park
Village Center

NEW
 HARMONY PL.

CREEKSIDE FOREST DR.

Visit today! Models now open in The Woodlands.

Creekside Park – It Just Keeps Getting Better!

3 New Neighborhoods in the Village of Creekside Park

HOMES Available
for QUICK DELIVERY!
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The Reserve at Spring Lakes 
is a great community to raise a family. Boasting 232 acres of breathtaking 

forest, you will enjoy the quiet serenity that country living provides; yet still 
being close to Tomball High School, Lonestar Tomball College, and just 

minutes from the Woodlands.

Raleigh Creek
More than a neighborhood, Raleigh Creek is a close-knit community with 

smiling families and friendly neighbors. From beautiful open spaces, unique 
amenities and livable lot sizes, it’s easy to cozy up to intimate country living 

in Raleigh Creek.
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TOMBALL REGIONAL 
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281-255-0270
30618 Spring Lakes Blvd 

Tomball, TX 77375 

Near the Woodlands & ExxonMobil, 
with easy access 

to Woodlands Parkway

from the $600’s

from the $350’s

U ZIO D.

WOODLANDS

ON RD

WOODLANDS

Oct. 24th - 26th 2014

Sponsored by

• Benefiting

Brought to you by

Ex�lore the Haras Cup
Discover the char�ing Haras Hacienda

Just 40 minutes from downtown.
Exciting three day Working Equitation competitions,

 inter�ational and  national competitors,  mag�ificent Horses.
Int�oduce yourself, friends and family to this f�n filled family weekend, 

Benefitting Kids Meals.
 Enjoy gour�et bites, refreshing cocktails, socialite par�ies, upscale 

exclusive vendor booths, riding perfor�ances,
The kids car�ival and so much more…
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Harris County Precinct 4 commissioner candidates
With primary elections wrapped up, 

Republican incumbent Jack Cagle and 
Democrat M. I. Badat have emerged as 
the two candidates competing for the 

commissioner seat in Harris County Pre-
cinct 4. Cagle has served as commissioner 
since October 2011 after being appointed 
to replace Jerry Eversole. Badat has lived in 

Harris County since 1980. Badat works as 
a paralegal and businessman in the private 
sector, managing budgets and guiding his 
business through growth.

What are the top issues facing the 
precinct moving forward?

With Harris County being the sec-
ond fastest-growing county among the 
most populous counties of our nation, I 
think the top challenges currently facing 
the county stem from accommodating 
population growth. This includes modes 
of transportation, prison systems and 
services offered for the welfare of the 
community. 

For example, over the years, I, as a 
beneficiary of [Harris County Hospital 
District], witnessed the effects of a grow-
ing population at HCHD locations and the 
resulting strain on the system.

The most important responsibilities of 
a county commissioner are to contribute 
in ensuring the most efficient allocation of 
the resources available to the county. 

What skills and experiences do you 
have that will benefit you as a county 
commissioner?

Mainly my education, my devotion to 
public service assignments and [my] expe-
rience in managing budgets for businesses. 
I have done that under the umbrella of 
nonprofit organizations and also through 
volunteer initiatives that were taken up by 
the community or our family. Thus, we 
volunteered when the county opened its 

doors to people displaced by hurricanes 
such as Katrina and Ike.

If elected, what are your top goals to 
accomplish?

My top priority would be to align the 
county budget with the priority and 
aspirations of the residents of the county. I 
realize that big and diverse Harris County 
has peculiar challenges when it comes to 
allocating resources. 

I would work toward improving the 
county infrastructure. I would also like 
to actively contribute in ensuring greater 
transparency in the manner in which the 
county awards the contracts.

What are the top issues facing the 
precinct moving forward?

We are growing at such a clip that we 
have to stay in tune with transportation. 
The challenge is to have the connections, 
relationships and the skills to make sure 
we can continue to put the roads and the 
streets and infrastructure in place.

We have two types of water issues to deal 
with—too much water and not enough 
water. We have regions that still have prob-
lems with flooding. As we continue to grow, 
we need to make sure we have reasonable, 
sane policies in place. 

We also had a serious drought three 
years ago. We need to make sure, if we do 

have a five-year drought sometime in the 
future, we have adequate water supplies.

What skills and experiences do you 
have that benefit you as a county 
commissioner?

Many of the skills I developed as a judge 
are important in my current role. Among 
them are problem-solving skills and expe-
rience with pulling together different types 
of bodies to get something accomplished. 

One example is how we were able to deal 
with illegal activity at massage parlors in 
our region. I was able to have a meeting 
with [numerous local officials] to get a 
regulation passed. Since we’ve done that, 

we have had great success in cleaning up 
FM 1960 and other areas. 

What accomplishments are you most 
proud of related to public service?

Polls say mobility is the No. 1 concern of 
a county resident. I was part of a multi-
party conversation to help pull together 
the current package of Hwy. 290, Hwy. 249, 
the Grand Parkway and the expansion of 
the Hardy Toll Road into a memorandum 
of understanding with TxDOT.

For quality of life, I’m proud of the 
progress we’ve made on Spring Creek 
Greenway. We are trying to put together a 
contiguous, connected trail system.
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Jack Cagle-R

Interviews by Shawn Arrajj 

ELECTION GUIDE l 2014ELECTION GUIDE lll 2014ELECTION GUIDE lllllll 2014
VOTE 2014

COMPLETE COVERAGE AT IMPACTNEWS.COM/VOTE-2014

ELECTION DAY: NOV. 4

VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINE: OCT. 6 
EARLY VOTING DATES: OCT. 20-31

Total population:  
1,117,000
Unincorporated area population: 
788,000
Precinct size:  
389 square miles

PRECINCT 4 STATISTICS 

 

Now oPEN!
INsPIrINg. sustaINablE. 

Your homE IN thE Natual world. 
Luxury and location on the edge of a  

12,000-acre forest near the new ExxonMobil 
Campus. A rare gem in an ideal setting,  

The Belvedere is a premier new residential  
rental community with the ref ined f inishes,  

desirable amenities and exemplary  
management you require. 

281.288.2880  •  BelvedereAtSpringwoods.com  •  2323 East Mossy Oaks Road, Spring, TX 77389
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As with any financial decision, buyers are encouraged to do their own due diligence when selecting a 
home builder. Woodforest makes no representation or warranties on the quality of the homebuilders. 
Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. 10/13 

CLASSIC AMERICAN STYLE
B E Y O N D  T H E  O R D I N A R Y

MODELS

NOW
OPEN

NOW SELLING!
Receive up to $10,000

in options and upgrades*

Wright’s Landing offers an idyllic American setting, with classic  
Craftsman, bungalow and prairie-style homes with all the modern 
conveniences. Beyond the ordinary, Wright’s Landing boasts a choice  
location near the new ExxonMobil campus and an array of planned 

amenities. Discover the distinctive, award-winning design of  
Wright’s Landing, with prices from the $240,000s.

29510 Taliesin Court
Spring, TX 77386

281.763.2062
GRACEPOINTHOMES.COM

*$10,000 options and upgrades on contracts written on or before 8/31/14.
Prices and availability are subject to change without notice.
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By Connor Hyde
The first case of West Nile virus in The 

Woodlands has been confirmed by state 
officials.

A 60-year-old South Montgomery 
County man was reported to have 
the virus July 22, and it is one of six 
reported cases of West Nile virus in 
Texas, according to the Texas Depart-
ment of State Health Services.

To combat the growing mosquito 
population and to slow the spread of the 
mosquito-borne disease in Montgomery 
County, Precinct 3 Commissioner James 
Noack announced July 23 the imple-
mentation of a comprehensive program 
to protect citizens.   

The Mosquito Abatement Program is 
designated to target mosquito breeding 
grounds by testing and spraying areas 
with a large population of adult mosqui-
tos, said Charles Cobb, Precinct 3 traffic 
operations manager.

“One thing that the public is not 
aware of is that we start testing and 
trapping for West Nile in mosquitoes as 
early as May,” Cobb said. “We set traps 
in parks, right of way areas and in resi-
dents’ backyards with their permission. 
Once we receive a positive test result, we 
initiate a treatment protocol to spray the 
infected area.”

Because mosquitoes will become 
immune to certain chemical formulas if 
not rotated, Cobb said Precinct 3 keeps a 
steady rotation of chemicals when spray-
ing hot spots in the area to maintain 
effectiveness.

“We spray storm drains, catch basins, 
driveway culverts where mosquitoes 
tend to hide during the daylight hours,” 
Cobb said. “During the nighttime hours, 
we spray streets and other right of ways 
when mosquitoes are more active.”

Precinct 3 has a history of West Nile 
virus activity with the majority of posi-
tive tests popping up in The Woodlands. 
In 2013, there were three confirmed 
cases of West Nile virus in Montgomery 
County, according to Jennifer Nichols-
Contella, Montgomery County Hospital 
District spokeswoman. However in 
2012, there were 17 confirmed cases 
within the county.

FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, impactnews.com/wdl

First case of West Nile in 2014 
confirmed in Montgomery County

JustFly! school 
relocating to Conroe

ORN proposes property tax cut as part of 2014–15 budget
By Jesse Mendoza

The city of Oak Ridge North has 
proposed another property tax cut for 
residents, which would take effect on Oct. 
1 if approved.

The ORN City Council was to vote on 
the rate at its Aug. 11 meeting, after press 
time.

The cut would lower the city’s property 

tax rate from $0.5244 per $100 property 
valuation in 2013 to $0.4822 per $100 
property valuation for 2014.

The proposal continues a trend of Oak 
Ridge North property tax cuts going back 
to 2009, when taxes were $0.6389 per 
$100, City Manager Vicky Rudy said.

“That represents a little over a [4-cent] 
reduction in tax rate,” Rudy said. 

While the city uses taxpayer funds 
to pay for basic services and invest in 
infrastructure upgrades, it is able to cut 
property taxes, Rudy said.  

The city has experienced a 22 percent 
increase in sales tax revenue compared to 
2013, seen growth in property values, new 
businesses, construction and annexation 
of new tracts of land, Rudy said.

By Jesse Mendoza
JustFly! Flight Training is relocating 

its program to the Lone Star Executive 
Airport in Conroe after 11 years at David 
Wayne Hooks Airport in Spring.

The relocation gives JustFly! a facility 
that will include larger classrooms, a light 
maintenance facility, hangar space for 
small-to-mid-size aircraft for lease and an 
FAA testing center, according to JustFly!.

“We are looking for a better chance 
for growth and expansion along with the 
airport, and we also wanted to include an 
FAA testing center so that student pilots 
can test for any kind of [pilot] testing that 
they require,” JustFly! marketing director 
Mary Cunningham said.

The flight training school offers private 
pilot, instrument pilot and ground school 
training as well as commercial pilot 
license training. The school also offers 
discovery flight opportunities for prospec-
tive students.

JustFly! will be the third flight school 
operation at Lone Star Executive Airport, 
joining General Aviation Services and 
Galaxy Flight Services, airport director 
Scott Smith said.

“It is an additional service to aviation 
enthusiasts,” Smith said. “There is going 
to be a pretty substantial pilot shortage in 
the future.”

TOP 5 WEB STORIES
Most read Web stories from 6/29/14–7/28/14

1  More details announced for Grand Texas 
theme park

2  New theme park set to open in 2015 in east 
Montgomery County

3  The Woodlands lands Costco store

4  JustFly! Flight training center relocating to 
Lone Star Executive Airport in Conroe

5  Conroe ISD plans for 2015 bond election

              READER FEEDBACK
In response to “SJRA makes plans to 
restore trees, greenery” (Posted July 9, 2014):

“Good, now what about the clearing 
of trees by the Howard Hughes Corp. 
when they butchered Mitchell’s dream 

and exploited the land in favor of develop-
ers and profit margin? I’ll gladly give back 
my home appreciation for The Woodlands of 
2005.

—AintWhatItUsedToBe

In response to “Texas DMV prepares for 
transition to single sticker system” (Posted 
July 12, 2014):

“Inarguably a good idea except in fu-
ture years it forces motorists to come 
out of pocket for both the inspection 

and registration [fees] all within the same 
month. With the previous system motorists 
could (and often did) stagger these expenses. 
Bottom line, I look for there to be more inci-
dents of expired stickers on the road.”

—Willy G

C
o

ur
te

sy
 T

he
 W

o
o

d
la

nd
s 

To
w

ns
hi

p

Mobile-friendly, online-exclusive news
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook
impactnews.com/wdl-facebook

Follow us on Twitter
@impactnews_wdl

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at
impactnews.com/e-newsletter
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To us and your business.
For the last 50 years, we’ve focused on building 
our community through personalized service, 
helping small businesses grow and by supporting 
local organizations.

Tradition Bank…where a handshake still matters.

Tradition Matters Justin Van Harn, Owner of Happy 
Air, LLC with Anthony Olivieri, 

Tradition Bank President

TraditionBank.com
713.666.2511 - Main

3205 College Park Dr. (Hwy 242)
The Woodlands, Texas 77384
936.273.4286

7 GREATER HOUSTON LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

Register now!
Fall registration  

is ongoing through 
August 23. 

Classes start August 25.
Register online or on campus 

www.LoneStar.edu/registration

Open DoorsLoneStar.edu

Start here.
Transfer anywhere.

3200 College Park Dr. • Conroe, TX 77384 • 936.273.7000

Alex Nickolas, ’13
Purdue University

BradburyBrothers.com

YOUR AIR CONDITIONING 
AND HEATING SPECIALISTS

“We Take Care of Your Air”

REPAIRS  • MAINTENANCE • INSTALLATIONS

$50 OFF
REPAIRS

OF $200 OR MORE
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC. WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 

OFFERS OR SPECIALS. EXPIRES 9/14/14. COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER. 

$59.00
TUNE-UP

(REG. $89)
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC. PER SYSTEM. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS 

OR SPECIALS. EXPIRES 9/14/14. COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER.

AUGUST SPECIAL
Free UV Cleanser with any installation

 (REG. $533)
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC. WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 

OFFERS OR SPECIALS. EXPIRES 9/14/14. COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER.  

281-651-5484
REPAIRS  • MAINTENANCE • INSTALLATIONS



The Woodlands Edition • August 2014 NEWS  33

Research Forest Drive commercial development

DEVELOPMENT HIGHLIGHTS

Many commercial developments 
have now opened, or are leasing, 
along Research Forest Drive. These 
developments include a Hyatt Place 
hotel, a Pisula Development Company 
project, as well as office space, retail and 
restaurants.

1  A retail center owned by the Pisula 
Development Company is under 
development at the southeast intersection 
of Research Forest and Six Pines drives. 
The center includes Fielding’s Wood Grill, 
Houston Eye Associates, Capital Title and 
Mercantil Commercebank. 

2  A Corner Store gas station is now 
open near the southeast intersection of 
Research Forest and Six Pines drives.

3  The former Paparucchos restaurant 
has changed its name to O’Seea Tequila 
Lounge on the north side of Research 
Forest Drive near Six Pines Drive. 

4  A Pisula Development Company 
building that contains medical and office 
space is leasing for occupants. 

5  The 184-room Hyatt Place hotel 
opened its doors at 1909 Research Forest 
Drive in January. 

6  The Research Forest Lakeside 
development project will include up to 12 
office buildings and 77 acres of office and 
retail space at build-out. 

Compiled by Jesse Mendoza 
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Be there. Be fabulous!
Bene�ting iGoPink & �e Breast Cancer

Charities of America

�ursday September 25, 2014 
�e Woodlands Waterway Marriott 

5:30 - 9:00 PM

To purchase tickets go to winewomenandshoes.com/houston
For more information please call 936.231.8460
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BY THE NUMBERS

Compiled by Brian Walzel
Designed by Jackie Brunk

IRONMAN
THE WOODLANDS, TEXAS

IronMan Texas made its debut in The Woodlands in 2011 after The Woodlands Township signed a five-year contract with IronMan. The initial five-year 
agreement ends after the 2015 event, but the township and IronMan renewed the agreement for another five years beginning in 2016. 141 MILES TOTAL

SWIM 
2.4 

MILES

BIKE 
112 

MILES

RUN 
26.6 

MILES

49states 
represented

(North Dakota was not 
represented)

1,154 participants 
from Texas

197participants from 
Montgomery County

64
foreign countries 
represented

Retailers polled by The Woodlands Convention and Visitors Bureau

IronMan History

IronMan costs IronMan and the local economy

2014 IronMan Texas

2,744
registered

2,205
finished

80%

and 

finished

18
youngest 

participant

80
oldest 

participant

1978
During an awards 
banquet for the 
Waikiki Swim Club 
in Hawaii, naval 
officer John Collins 
and his wife, Judy, 
formulated the idea 
of combining the 
three endurance 
races on the island 
into one race. Collins 
issued a challenge 
to determine 
who the toughest 
athletes were among 
swimmers, bikers 
and runners. On 
February 18, 1978, 
15 competitors, 
including Collins, 
assembled in Waikiki 
to take part in the 
inaugural IronMan 
Triathlon. 

1980s
ABC’s “Wide World 

of Sports” first filmed 
and aired an IronMan 

triathlon, which 
brought worldwide 
recognition to the 

event.

1982
The U.S. Triathlon 

Association, the 
formal governing 

body of domestic 
triathlons, is 
established.

1994
International Olympic 
Committee adds the 

triathlon as a Summer 
Olympic event

2011
 IronMan Texas 

debuts in The 
Woodlands

2000
First Olympics to 
include triathlon  
as a medal event

2016
Second five-
year agreement 
between The 
Woodlands and 
IronMan begins

1
9
7
5

1
9
9
0

2
0
1
0

1
9
8
0

2
0
0
0

2,100
male participants

641
female participants

“You are an IronMan”

$75,000
total prize money

$100,000donated by the IronMan 
Foundation to local charities

10,000
Approximate number 
of hotel nights in The 
Woodlands and in a 

20-mile radius

$2,274
on bicycles

$277
on nutritional 
supplements

$370
on training, running and 

athletic footwear

$524
on bike equipment

$564
on race fees

$15.9 millionestimated economic impact  
by World Triathlon Council

18,000
estimated spectators

How important is the IronMan 
Texas event to your business?

What was the impact on your 
sales over last year?

Moderately impacts our business

Does not really impact our business 

Greatly impacts our business 

Other 

34.28% 37.14%

Decrease 

No change 

Increase

22
.86% 22.86%

20
%

34
.29%

28
.57%
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August

14 Science and magic
The George and Cynthia Woods 

Mitchell Library hosts two opportunities to 
see the storytime presentation, “The Earth: 
Bongo’s Beautiful, Balloon Adventure,” by 
Mark Shepherd. 4:30 p.m. and 6 p.m. Free. 
8125 Ashlane Way. 936-442-7728.  
www.countylibrary.org

16 Back-to-school event
The 7 Acre Wood entertainment 

park in Conroe hosts a mini car show and 
vendor market with a petting zoo, mini-
golf, zip line and a rock wall. 9 a.m.–2 p.m. 
Free (free admission, tickets sold for some 
activities). 4401 N. Frazier St., Conroe.  
936-890-2326. www.7acrewood.org

16 Boots vs. Badges
The Montgomery County Sheriff’s 

Office competes against The Woodlands 
Township Fire Department in a softball game 
as part of National Night Out public safety 
activities. 10–11:30 a.m. Free. McCullough 
Junior High, 3800 S. Panther Creek Drive. 
281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

16 Shelter adoption day
Montgomery County Animal 

Shelter brings adoptable cats and dogs to 
the PetCo store on Sawdust Road in the 
hopes of finding their forever families. 11 
a.m.–4 p.m. $80 (adoption fee for a cat or 
dog, which includes spay/neuter surgery, 
vaccinations, de-worming and micro-
chipping). 522 Sawdust Road.  
www.mcaspets.org

21 Lunch and Learn seminar
The Woodlands Area Chamber of 

Commerce’s Young Professionals Network 
hosts “The 7Cs of Success—Increasing 
Your Effectiveness and Success,” with 
David Blocker of FocalPoint Coaching. 
Reservations are required by Aug. 15. 11 
a.m.–1 p.m. $10 (chamber members), $15 
(prospective members). 281-367-5777.  
www.woodlandschamber.org

23 through  24  
Fall Home and Garden Show

The Woodlands Waterway Marriott 
Hotel and Convention Center hosts 
the 12th annual show highlighting the 

latest in outdoor kitchens, in addition 
to cooking demonstrations and expert 
speakers on green architecture, lighting 
and landscaping. Lifestyle entrepreneur 
Cheryl Najafi will be among the guest 
speakers. 9 a.m.–7 p.m. (Aug. 23), 10 
a.m.–6 p.m. (Aug. 24). $9 (adults), $8 
(seniors), free (children under 12). 1601 
Lake Robbins Drive.  
www.woodlandshows.com

29 through 30  
Family retreat

Camp Allen in Navasota hosts a weekend of 
hiking, fishing lessons, canoeing, swimming 
and outdoor education classes for families 
over Labor Day weekend. Fees include 
accommodations, meals and activities. 5 
p.m. (Aug. 29), 1 p.m. (Aug. 30). $475 (family 
of four: two adults and two children ages 
3–14), $350 (two adults), $250 (single adults 
15 and up), $75 (each additional child). 
18800 FM 362, Navasota. 936-870-2423.  
www.campallen.org

30 Texas Music Festival
The Tomball Historic Depot plaza 

is the site of a festival highlighting Texas 
music, food and fun. Musical acts include 
The John Evans Band, Jesse Raub, Jr. and 
Mike & the Moonpies. 11 a.m.–6:30 p.m. 
Free. 201 S. Elm St., Tomball.  
www.ci.tomball.tx.us

September

03 Nordstrom gala
Nordstrom introduces its new 

Woodlands Mall location with a celebratory 
event benefiting Texas Children’s Hospital 
The Woodlands, a pediatric community 
hospital set to open in 2017. 7–10 p.m. $125 
(per person). 1201 Lake Woodlands Drive, 
The Woodlands. 832-824-6917.  
www.texaschildrens.org/nordstrom

CALENDAR
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06 Chairman’s Ball 
The Woodlands Area Chamber of 

Commerce hosts its 36th annual fundraising 
event, with the theme, “Mission Possible 
– The Chamber Undercover.” Sponsor 
opportunities and reservations are available. 
6 p.m.–midnight. $125 (individual), $1,000 
(table of 10). The Woodlands Waterway 
Marriott Hotel and Convention Center, 1601 
Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands  
281-363-8110. www.woodlandschamber.org

06 Children’s safety event
The Montgomery County Sheriff’s 

Office and certified technicians check car 
seats and provide information on proper 
use at a community event hosted by Target. 
Children’s fingerprinting is also provided. 11 
a.m.–1 p.m. Free. Target parking lot, 1100 
Lake Woodlands Drive, The Woodlands.  
281-212-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

06 through 7 
Gun show

High Caliber Gun and Knife Shows invites 
the public to buy, sell or trade firearms and 
accessories at hundreds of tables. 9 a.m.–5 
p.m. (Sept. 6), 10 a.m.–4 p.m. (Sept. 7). $8 
(adults), free (children ages 12 and under). 
Lone Star Convention and Expo Center, 
9055 Airport Road, Conroe. 936-538-8000.  
www.texasgunshows.com

10 Senior activity fair
The South Montgomery County 

YMCA holds an open house for seniors 
featuring classes, games, refreshments 
and health screenings, massages, flu shots 
and door prizes. 10 a.m.–1 p.m. Free. 6145 
Shadowbend Place. 281-367-9622.  
www.ymcahouston.org/south-montgomery-
county 

11 Spinning Yarns
The South Regional Library hosts 

Labor Day celebration 
The Woodlands Township celebrates Labor Day weekend with 
fireworks, live music, strolling entertainers and activities for all ages. 

6–9 p.m. Free. Waterway Square, 31 Waterway Square Place. 281-367-2447.  
www.thewoodlandscvb.com
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30-31

FEATURED Event

WWW.AMERIGOS.COM
25250 GROGANS PARK DRIVE 

THE WOODLANDS, 77380
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Grogan’s Park Dr.

Grogan’s Mill Rd.

Sawdust Rd.

281.362.0808

THE Place for Business and Social Events

5 Exclusive Private Rooms 

to Ensure Your Next Event 
is Unforgettable

2014

EVENTS@AMERIGOS.COM
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Inaugural Tomball Texas 
Music Festival 
The city of Tomball hosts the 

inaugural Tomball Texas Music Festival. 
Texas country stars and local talents 
headline the event, including The John 
Evans Band, Mike & the Moonpies, Abbey 
Hirvela and Jesse Raub, Jr. While the 
music is playing, festival-goers can enjoy 
complementary food and beverages in the 
Barns at the Depot. Patrons can also visit 
more than a dozen handmade craft and 
jewelry vendors. Performance times are 
Abbey Hirvela from 11–11:45 a.m., Mike & 
The Moonpies from 12:30–2 p.m., Jesse 
Raub Jr., from 2:30–4 p.m, and The John 
Evans Band from 4:30–6 p.m. 11 a.m.–6:30 
p.m. Admission and parking are free. 
Tomball Historic Depot Plaza, 201 S. Elm 
St., Tomball. 281-351-5484.  
www.tomballtx.gov
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30

Worth the TRIP

Find more or submit The Woodlands  
events at  
impactnews.com/wdl-calendar. 

To have The Woodlands events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Sponsored by

a social group setting for knitters and 
crocheters of all skill levels. Meetings are 
held every second Thursday of the month. 
9–11 a.m. Group also meets every fourth 
Tuesday from 5:30–7 p.m. Free. 2101 Lake 
Robbins Drive, The Woodlands.  
936-442-7727. www.countylibrary.org

13 Children’s Cancer Awareness 
Day fundraiser

Wet ‘n’ Wild Splashtown donates $5 from 

tickets with coupons (available at  
http://bit.ly/CCRFCoupon) on Sept. 13 to 
the Children’s Cancer Recovery Foundation. 
$23.99 (admission with coupon). Noon–5 
p.m. Wet ‘n’ Wild Splashtown, 21300 I-45 
N., Spring. 281-355-3300.  
www.wetnwildsplashtown.com

Compiled by Nicole Bradford and Connor Hyde

Ongoing

Camp Creekside
The South Montgomery County YMCA 
hosts day camps for children ages 
5–12. Weekly sessions include outdoor 
activities at the camp’s Adventure Center, 
which features a 30-foot swing, 12 
themed treehouses, archery, hiking and 
canoeing. YMCA Outdoor Adventure 
Center at Creekside, 6464 Creekside Park 
Drive, The Woodlands. 7 a.m.–6:30 p.m. 
$215 (program members), $175 (facility 
members). 832-698-1283.  
www.ymcahouston.org

Camp Piney Woods
The YMCA’s Camp Piney Woods for children 
6–12 features a small camping environment, 
field trips, games, sports, songs and skits. 
7 a.m.–6:30 p.m. $200 (program members), 
$160 (facility members). Branch Crossing 
YMCA, 8100 Ashlane Way, The Woodlands 
281-681-6770. www.ymcahouston.org 

Camp War Eagle
Oak Ridge Baptist Church hosts a day camp 
for children ages 6–12 in the Robinson 
Road and Rayford Road areas east of 
I-45. Activities include games, sports, 
devotionals and field trips. 7 a.m.–6:30 p.m. 
$200 (program members), $160 (facility 
members). Oak Ridge Baptist Church, 500 
East Oak Hill Drive, Spring. 832-347-6175. 
www.ymcahouston.org
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The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

2005 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

August
 15  Under the Influence of Music Tour: Wiz  
   Khalifa, Ty Dolla $ign, Rich Homie  
   Quan, Mack Wilds, DJ Drama, Sage  
   The Gemini, Young Jeezy and IAMSU!  
   6:30 p.m.
 16 Nine Inch Nails and Soundgarden,  
    7 p.m. 
 19  Panic! At the Disco, 7:30 p.m.
 22  OneRepublic, 7 p.m.

 

25  Aerosmith with Slash, 7:30 p.m.
 29  Chicago and REO Speedwagon,  
   7:30 p.m.
 30  Disney in Concert “Magical Music from  
   the Movies” with the Houston  
   Symphony, 8 p.m.
 31  Def Leppard and KISS, 7 p.m.

September
 05  Linkin Park and Thirty Seconds to  
   Mars, 6:30 p.m.
 06  Brad Paisley with Randy Houser, Leah  
   Turner and Charlie Worsham, 7 p.m.
 11  Lyle Lovett and His Large Band and  
   Robert Earl Keen, 7 p.m.
 12  ZZ Top and Jeff Beck, 7 p.m.

 

19  Luke Bryan with Lee Brice and Cole  
   Swindell, 7 p.m.

 27  Drake with Lil Wayne, 7 p.m.

October
 10  Ringo Starr and His All Starr Band,  
   8 p.m.
 11  Motley Crue with Alice Cooper, 7 p.m. 
 23  Jason Aldean with Florida Georgia Line  
   and Tyler Farr, 7 p.m.
 24  Hocus Pocus Pops with the Houston  
   Symphony, 7:30 p.m. 
 30  Arctic Monkeys, 8 p.m.

December
 04  Holly Jolly Jingle, 7 p.m.
 

Dosey Doe Big Barn 

25911 I-45 N. 
The Woodlands • 281-367-3774
www.doseydoe.com

August
 10  Songwriters Camp Showcase, 6 p.m.
 14  Edwin McCain, 8:30 p.m.
 15  John Mayall, 8:30 p.m.
 16  Atlanta Rhythm Section, 8:30 p.m.
 17  Phil Vassar, 7:30 p.m.
 19  Hamilton Loomis, 8 p.m.
 21  Joe Burlison’s Uptown Jazz, 8:30 p.m.

 22  Monte Montgomery and Band 
     8:30 p.m.

 23  George Ducas, 8:30 p.m.
 24  Ricky Skaggs, 7:30 p.m. 
 28  Nora Jane Struthers, 8:30 p.m.
 29  Royal Southern Brotherhood, 8:30 p.m.
 30  Shemekia Copeland, 8:30 p.m.

September
 05  Lorrie Morgan, 8:30 p.m.
 06  Mingo Fishtrap, 8:30 p.m.
 10  Reckless Kelly, 8 p.m.
 11  Walt and Tina Wilkins, 8:30 p.m.
 12  Gregg Rolie, 8:30 p.m.

Big Texas Saloon

19959 Holzwarth Road
Spring • 281-353-8898
www.bigtexassaloon.com  

August
 15  Kyle Park, 10 p.m.
 22  John Conlee, 10 p.m. 

Dosey Doe Music Café

463 FM 1488 
Conroe  • 936-271-2171
www.doseydoe.com

August
 13  Elise Davis and Haley Cole, 8 p.m.
 14  David Ramirez, 8:30 p.m.
 15  Bayou Roux, 8:30 p.m.
 16  VITERA, 8:30 p.m.
 21  Josh Fuller Band, 8:30 p.m.
 22  Mark Jones and 20 Paces, 8:30 p.m.
 23  Shake Russell with John Inmon,  
   8:30 p.m.
 28  Terry Bozzio, 8:30 p.m.
 29  Milk Drive, 8:30 p.m.
 30  Carl Verheyen, 8:30 p.m.
 31  The Filling Station with Kyle Hutton and  
   Trent Willmon, 7:30 p.m.

September
 03  Dillon Biggs and Friends: Hannah  
   Elizabeth Smith, Skyler James, 8 p.m. 
 04  Pierce Pettis, 8:30 p.m.

 05  Aaron Barker and Chris Wallin,  
   8:30 p.m.
 06  Darden Smith, 8:30 p.m.

Main Street Crossing

111 W. Main St. 
Tomball • 281-290-0431
www.mainstreetcrossing.com  

August
 12  Crimson Umbrella Tribe/Casey Bishop,  
   8 p.m.
 13  Bruce Robison/Kelly Willis, 8 p.m.
 14  Real Life Real Music, 7 p.m.
 15  Nightbird: Stevie Nicks and Fleetwood  
   Mac Tribute band, 8 p.m.

 16  Cool Freddie E and the Crew, 8 p.m.
 19  Roger Creager, 8 p.m.

 20  Adam Hood, 8 p.m.
 21  Songtelling, 8 p.m.
 22  Radney Foster, 8 p.m.
 23  Bob Schneider, 7 p.m.
 26  The Chubby Knuckle Choir, 8 p.m.
 27  Charlie Robison, 8 p.m.
 28  Uncle Lucius, 8 p.m.
 29  Benastar – Pat Benatar and 80s  
   tribute band, 8 p.m.
 30  Hamilton Loomis, 8 p.m.

September
 03  Ray Wylie Hubbard, 8 p.m.
 04  Joe Ely, 8 p.m.
 06  Cypress Republic Band, 6:45 p.m.
 06  Sawdust Road, 9:15 p.m.
 07  Kinky Friedman, 8 p.m.
 09  Resin Valley Boys & Noble Watershed  
   Trio, 7:30 p.m.
 12  Sara Hickman, 8 p.m.

Market Street Summer Concerts

9595 Six Pines Drive
The Woodlands
www.marketstreet-thewoodlands.com
 
August
 14  The Brew, 7 p.m.
 21  The Fuse, 7 p.m. 
 28  Stratus, 7 p.m.

Crighton Theatre

234 N. Main St. 
Conroe • 936-760-2787 
www.crightontheatre.org

August
 16  Dave Alvin, Phil Alvin and the Guilty  
   Ones, 8 p.m.
 23  Remembering Motown, 7 p.m.

LIVE MUSIC CALENDAR
Live music in and around The Woodlands Compiled by Nicole Bradford
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Magical Music from the Movies

Magical Music from the Movies

Magical Music from the Movies

FREE ice cream 

for the first 1,250 guests 

starting at 6:30 p.m. in 

the North Plaza!  

Sponsored by

Tickets can be purchased at 
The Pavilion Box Office, all Ticketmaster 

outlets, by calling 800-745-3000 or 
online at www.ticketmaster.com.

$15 orchestra seating, 
FREE mezzanine and lawn 
seating courtesy of

HousTon 
sympHony

281-363-3300 
 www.woodlandscenter.org

AUG. 30
8 p.m.   GaTes: 6:30 P.m.

Community ImPaCT  1/4 page 2.375 x 12.25” 
jdollar@judestudios.com

app store and Google play
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The Woodlands Soccer City

Seven Coves Rd.

1488

Young players enrolled in summer camps compete to enhance playing skills.
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Woodlands Soccer City
Indoor soccer facility gives players a chance 
to sharpen skills away from summer heat

T he 2014 FIFA World Cup may 
have come to a close, but soccer 
fever is reaching new heights 

inside The Woodlands Soccer City.
Soccer City is a two-field indoor soc-

cer complex that offers camps, skills 
training and competitive soccer leagues 
for thousands of players of all ages in 
The Woodlands. 

At the moment, the youngest player 
at the facility is 4 years old, and the old-
est is 74, Director of Operations Geoff 
Wilding said.

Wilding opened the facility in 2012 to 
share his passion for the sport with local 
residents, and to give soccer players a 
break from the Texas heat.

“I am a soccer fanatic—it is in my 
blood—and obviously there are a lot 
of soccer players in this area,” Wilding 
said. “We wanted to be a part of the 
soccer family in this area. … I felt that 
this type of facility was required to beat 
the heat.”

Interest in soccer has been increasing 
throughout the United States, Wilding 
said. 

Soccer City aims to impress young 
competitors with the traditional sports 
values of good sportsmanship, a positive 

attitude and teamwork.
“It is a phenomenal increase [in inter-

est],” he said. “It starts with the kids 
playing at 3, 4, or 5 years of age. Espe-
cially with the USA doing so well. They 
had a great World Cup, and interest has 
increased with that respect.”

From a lifestyle point of view, Wilding 
said soccer raises a player’s fitness levels, 
improves balance and coordination, and 
promotes a healthy diet. 

“It is a sport where you can play it at 
any size, any age,” he said. “You don’t 
have to be a 7-foot basketball player, or 
a 300-pound linebacker. I think parents 
realize this now and want to get their 
kids into a sport that they can learn, 
play and [is a good way to] exercise.”

While the complex offers a mix of 
youth, men’s, coed and senior leagues, 
Wilding said the games are often very 
competitive. 

“Kids by nature are very competitive 
anyway, but [the competition is not like] 
the World Cup final,” Wilding said. “On 
the adult side, the men’s league is very 
competitive, the coed teams we have are 
very good teams as well, and the older 
guys are fairly competitive as well. We 
have a healthy competition level here.”

BUSINESS

2590 FM 1488
Conroe • 936-441-4625
www.woodlandssoccercity.com
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 4–11 p.m.,  
Sat. 8:30 a.m.–6 p.m., Sun. 1–8 p.m.

Soccer City leagues
Soccer City offers a variety of leagues, 
camps and individual training programs for 
children as young as 3 years of age, to men 
and women 40 years of age and older. 

Youth leagues:
• Preschool leagues: ages 3–5
• Youth leagues: ages 7–10
• Home school: First grade and up

Adults
• Men’s league
• Coed
• 30 years old and up
• 40 years old and up

The price of soccer
Birthday parties
• Twelve children for $250 
• $10 each additional child

End of season party
• $200

Field rentals
• $100 per hour (full field)
• $60 per hour (half field)

Skills training
• $60 per session (one through three  

sessions)
• $50 per session (four or more sessions)

Soccer City camp participants play small games 
in scrimmages to practice the sport.

Soccer City summer campers practice control-
ling the direction of “headers.”

Summer campers practice kicking and control-
ling the direction of the ball.

By Jesse Mendoza

TheWoodlands-Spring.com

o ands  p gThe Woodlands & SpringTTThhee WWoooddllands && SSpprriinngThe Woodlands & Spring

Call (281)367-7770 #1 Top Producing Offi ce in Texas

For all the things 
that move you.
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Flips Gymnastics

      Robinson Rd. 
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Addie Stonecipher holds a pike position on a beam at Flips Gymnastics. 
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Flips Gymnastics 
Gym fosters positivity through competition 

F lips Gymnastics on Robinson 
Road in Oak Ridge North has 
seen its share of award-winning 

gymnasts and Olympic athletes walk 
through its doors. And yet, after 30 
years of business, fame is not what Flips 
Gymnastics prides itself on. 

Owner Larry Anderson assumed 
ownership of Flips Gymnastics in 1984 
and instilled positive reinforcement and 
maintaining a welcoming environment 
as mainstays within the program’s cur-
riculum. 

Manager Kelley Jordan, who joined 
the Flips staff in 1997 while attending 
Texas A&M University, said Flips Gym-
nastics’ teaching approach drew her to 
the program. 

Jordan said she and the other train-
ers encourage their students to pursue a 
social lifestyle outside of gymnastics as 
a way to become well-rounded people. 

Compared to other training gyms 
who ask their students to practice more 
hours and prefer their athletes to be 
homeschooled, Flips Gymnastics under-
stands that few students will have the 
opportunity to compete beyond high 
school, Jordan said. 

“Sometimes gymnastics will not last 
your whole life, and we understand that,” 
she said. “So we want [the students] to 
be able to have other interests. If you’ve 
done gymnastics your whole life and 

then you turn 16 or 17 and you don’t 
make it to the college [level], what’re you 
going to do?” 

Although Flips Gymnastics takes a 
step back from the sport’s competitive 
nature, professional athletes like Olym-
pic diving gold medalist and Woodlands 
resident Laura Wilkinson have trained 
at Flips Gymnastics, Jordan said. 

Like other gyms, Flips starts working 
with their students at a young age. Three 
levels of training are offered as well as 
tumbling and team programs. 

Students progress through the curricu-
lum at a pace each trainer sees fit. Flips 
Gymnastics trains beginning students 
starting at the age of 2  all the way 
through the age of 18. 

Flips Gymnastics works with Houser 
Elementary and Powell Elementary to 
encourage students to become involved 
not only in gymnastics but to instill a 
desire to exercise and be active. 

Although Jordan praises the cur-
riculum as a critical  factor in the gym’s 
success, a low turnover rate among staff 
members has created a sense of legacy in 
the community, she said. 

Flips Gymnastics is in a transitional 
phrase as Anderson is transferring own-
ership to his daughter, Becky Anderson.  

“We’ve got [awards] here that are our 
legacy,” Jordan said. “You just don’t see 
that in this type of gym very much.” 

BUSINESS

27320 Robinson Road
Oak Ridge North • 281-292-4407
Hours: Mon–Sat. 9 a.m.–8:30 p.m. 
Closed Sundays. 

Programs
• Fundamental classes are geared toward 

preschool and kindergarten students to en-
hance basic motor and gymnastic skills.  

• Progressive classes are split in groups and 
include conditioning and strength training. 
Progressive classes use more challenging 
equipment, such as trampolines. The classes 
are designed for students in first through fifth 
grades.  

• Advanced classes are designated for older 
students who have been invited by their 
coaches to attend. 

By Connor Hyde 

Nastassja Campbell sprints down a runway to 
execute a jump. 

Nastassja Campbell stretches out mid-flip during 
a floor routine.

Paloma Martinez holds a scorpion pose on a beam.Shelby Frazier prepares for a floor routine.

Corey LeJeune
9595 Six Pines Dr. Suite 1460
The Woodlands, TX 77380

WWW.COREYLEJEUNE.COM

HELPING YOU MANAGE 
THE UNEXPECTED!

PHONE: (281) 516-1112
FAX: (281) 466-3308 
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N asim Bell does not measure the 
success of her business, Hum-
mingbird Tea Room and Bakery, 

solely by its profit margin. For Bell, success 
is reflected through her own personal 
growth, her staff’s growth and the affinity 
her customers seem to have with the shop.

“It’s not just my growth and the busi-
ness’s growth, it’s the staff’s growth,” 
Bell said. “I tell them, ‘If I grow, then you 
grow too.’”

Bell works to teach her young staff how 
to make menu items with fresh ingredi-
ents, the importance of running an eco-
friendly business and the value of building 
personal relationships with customers. Bell 
knows many of her customers by name 
and has even learned about the highs and 
lows in their lives over cups of tea. 

“I have women come in here who are 
going through cancer, losing their jobs,” 
she said. “I see their internal strength, and 
it has amazed me. We think these women 
have nothing to do, that they are stay-at-
home moms and drink coffee. But they 
are presidents of nonprofit organizations, 
presidents of the PTO. If we are busy, they 
will clear the tables for me. The women are 
my biggest supporters.”

Bell opened Hummingbird Tea Room 
& Bakery a little over two years ago. Since 
that time, she has seen the business suc-
ceed and its customer base grow, while still 
allowing Bell the opportunity to retain her 
personal ambition.

“It was important for me to stay true to 
who I am and what I believe in,” she said.

Bell relates tales of growing up in Zam-
bia, where children often go hungry. Seeing 
people go hungry has led Bell to offer 
smaller portion sizes, which are less likely 
to be thrown out. 

“So we make sure what we offer here is 
fantastic, it tastes good and it’s the right 

portion size,” she said.
Since the restaurant’s opening, Bell 

has grown the menu to include new 
sandwiches, more breakfast items, more 
gluten-free items and vegetarian soups. 
Hummingbird offers dozens of teas and 
infusions, from iced teas to black teas to 
green teas, each with a different character-
istic and flavor. 

Bell has created a tea menu that draws 
from cultures around the world.

A few of the teas offered come with such 
names as Bombay Chai, Kenyan Sunrise 
and Marrakesh Mint.

“It invokes an image when you have 
those teas, and when you know what part 
of the world the teas come from,” she said.

Bakery items include lamingtons, which 
is vanilla cake rolled in chocolate sauce 
and coconut, English Madeleines, a variety 
of cakes and homemade scones.

“I’ve been told our scones are the best 
this side of the Atlantic,” Bell said.

She is looking to grow her business by 
offering some of her products–including 
scones and teas–online. Bell also is con-
sidering providing healthy meals to small 
private schools. 

“For us, it’s all about small,” she said.

Hummingbird Tea Room 

Hummingbird Tea Room & Bakery owner Nasim Bell opened her shop in The Woodlands two years ago. Bell offers an assortment of house made desserts and pastries at her shop, including croissants and cake.
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Hummingbird Tea Room 
International flavors highlight menu

DINING

30420 FM 2978
The Woodlands • 281-419-8362
www.hummingbirdtearoom.com
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.–5:30 p.m., Sat. 8 
a.m.–4 p.m., Closed Sunday

Tea 101
All teas come from the same type of plant, 
the chamomile. How the plant’s leaves are 
processed and oxidized determine the type 
and flavor of a tea. 

• White tea – Comes from the first buds 
picked off the chamomile plant, and are 
the least-processed leaves, resulting in the 
lightest taste of all the teas.

• Black tea – The strongest flavors of the 
teas and also contains the most caffeine. 
Black teas include Kenyan Sunrise and Dar-
jeeling, from the high foothills of India.

• Oolong tea – Has less caffeine, with a fla-
vor between white and black teas. Oolong 
tea leaves are often tightly rolled in ginseng 
root.

• Green tea – Tea that has gone through 
minimal oxidation during processing and 
provides many health benefits.

Hummingbird favorites
Owner Nasim Bell said the following dishes 
are the most popular options at Hummingbird.

• Green baguette – Goat cheese, avocado, 
tomatoes, basil and pesto served on artisan 
bread ($8.99) 

• Mediterranean Baguette – Slices of 
chicken, Irish cheddar cheese, red pepper, 
hummus and mixed greens served on artisan 
bread ($9.79) 

• Chicken Waldorf salad – Chicken with 
golden raisins, walnuts, apples, pears and a 
curry mayonnaise sauce on a bed of organic 
spring greens ($10.95)

By Brian Walzel

The Mediterranean baguette has chicken, cheddar 
cheese, red pepper, hummus, and mixed greens. 

The shop transitioned from Styrofoam containers 
to minimalistic wrapping and recycled packaging.

The shop serves Rosella tea from Thailand.

Hummingbird offers a variety of signature, special, 
and royal teas that include fusions and frappes.

Bell pours a Rosella tea from Thailand. An average 
pot of tea at the shop costs $3.50.

Woodlands Pkwy. 

2978
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(or)
Free  

exam  
Includes consultation,  

exam & necessary x-rays  
a savings of $199.

Good for 30 days.

Free TeeTh  
WhiTening  

After paid cleaning, exam  
& x-rays at normal fee 
a savings of $399.

Good for 30 days.

8 Lumineers 
for $5,995!

regular price is $9,253.
Available to the first 7 patients who

contact us from this ad.
Good for 30 days.

Apply to become a member today and enjoy the best golf in Houston,  
including The Oaks, Panther Trail and Lake Windcrest.

Call Chappell at 877-695-4347 for more information  
or to set up your personal club tour.

DON’T FORGET TO ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL AUGUST MEMBERSHIP OFFER!

EXPER I ENCE  GOLF  AT  I TS  F INEST

Panther Trail ranked as 
one of the TOP 5 LUXURY 
COURSES to play in the 
Greater Houston area.

– Avid Golfer Magazine

Register at www.canongatetexas.com/community and receive a round of golf at the member preview rate!

Plus you’ll enjoy access to our new amenities:
SWIMMING POOL · FITNESS FACILITY · MEN’S & WOMEN’S SPA SERVICES
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In the two years Perfect Blend Bakery 
Café has been in business, the mother-
and-daughter relationship between own-
ers Cassandra and Shayna Kohl is best 
explained by their different work styles 
in the kitchen.

“[Shayna] is more modern and I’ll pull 
up the old-fashion [recipes],” Cassandra 
said. “It’s two different worlds, and we 
don’t conflict very much.”

While both Cassandra and Shayna 
specialize in pastries, the two have 
developed a menu that caters to The 
Woodlands’ diverse appetite. Kohls have 
created a loyal customer base by keeping 
to their goal of serving the community 
with their creative dishes, Shayna said.

“You have to think of everyone’s tastes 
and everyone’s opinions,” Shayna said. 
“What else can we add that’s new that 
other places don’t have? A lot of things 
are suggestions from customers that we 
don’t [already] have.”

The two maintain a collection of fam-
ily recipes from customers–especially 
around the holidays–who had homemade 

dishes when they were younger and don’t 
trust themselves to cook the dish. Shayna 
said the ability to take a recipe and 
understand what it calls for truly defines 
a chef.

“I think being a chef is more about 
understanding rather than schooling,” 
Shayna said. “There are a lot of people 
who go to school, and they have no idea 
what they’re doing. ... It’s not just slapping 
stuff on a plate. It has to look good and 
taste good.”

Although Cassandra doesn’t have for-
mal culinary training, it hasn’t stopped 
her from adding to her personal reper-
toire. She peruses websites for different 
techniques and methods to enhance 
cooking. When developing a recipe for 
French macaroons, for example, Cassan-
dra said she studied for months reading 
online reviews and opinions of various 
cooking processes, while tinkering with 
traditional cookbook recipes.

“It’s not about the recipe, it’s about the 
opinions,” Cassandra said. “It’s wonder-
ful with the Internet now.”

Cassandra and Shayna Kohl, 
Owners –  Perfect Blend Bakery and Café

CHEF’S CORNER
Profiles of notable local chefs Compiled by Connor Hyde
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Cassandra Kohl (left) and daughter Shayna Kohl opened Perfect Blend Bakery Café in 2012 with a menu 
featuring various sweets and lunch items. 

Culinary Background

Sweet Treats

Perfect Blend favorites Perfect Blend Bakery & Café

Cassandra Kohl said she honed her culinary 
skills preparing meals at home during the 
holidays as well as working banquets in Las 
Vegas and Florida. Shayna graduated from the 
renowned Johnson & Wales University culinary 
arts program in Denver in 2007.  

Bacon Grilled Cheese Sandwich – “It has 
three different cheeses on it–mozzarella, pepper 
jack and Gouda. I normally put mine on honey 
wheat bread. It brings out the flavors,”  
Shayna said. 

Tiramisu – “It has espresso, and I don’t like coffee, 
but I love [tiramisu],” Shayna said.

Perfect Blend Bakery Café offers a diverse 
selection of gluten-free macaroons, including 
lemon, chocolate, pistachio, almond, raspberry, 
cherry, coffee, coconut, orange, red velvet and 
peppermint.

The bakery sells a variety of scones in addition 
to serving croissants, kolaches and muffins.

329 Sawdust Road 
Spring • 281-203-5115
www.perfectblendbakerycafe.com

Sawdust Rd.                         Rayford Rd. 
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Free Gift Card
With Patient Visit to Priority ER*With Patient Visit to Priority ER*

*some exclusions may apply. Only 
accepted at Woodlands and 

Katy locations. Expires 9-14-14

24 Hours/ 
7 days a week

 In 
Case of
 emergency

Free Gift Card
Present this ad to receive

832.299.2500  
priorityER.com
3759 FM 1488, Suite 500
The Woodlands, Tx 77384
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G ary Louie has spent a 
large part of his life 
working to make his 

community a better place.
The former mayor of Oak 

Ridge North has had a hand in 
many of the community’s orga-
nizations and local government 
entities throughout the past few 
decades.

“There’s time, treasure and 
talent,” Louie said.  “It doesn’t 
matter what resources you have, 
you have at least one of those 
that you can help with.”  

Louie has tried to help his 
community through work in the 
public sector and through work 
with nonprofit organizations. He 
served on the Oak Ridge North 
City Council from 1987 through 
1996, acting as mayor for all but 
the first year. Louie said leading 
the city and having the ability to 
influence growth in the region 
were his favorite aspects of being 
an elected official.

Louie saw the city’s budget 

grow and change during his ten-
ure in office, which he said was a 
“time period of growth in south 
Montgomery County.”

As the city changed, Louie said 
he, and those who worked with 
him on the council, tried to help 
improve the community and the 
surrounding communities.

“I was really fortunate to have 
a council that … understood our 
position in the global commu-
nity,” Louie said. “We tried to be 
active in the South Montgomery 
County Woodlands Area cham-
ber of commerce, we tried to 
have representation in different 
decision-making bodies, includ-
ing the Chamber of Commerce.”

Part of that effort included 
Louie serving on the Town Cen-
ter Improvement District for The 
Woodlands. He was also a small-
business owner who owned 
an automotive repair business 
in The Woodlands from 1979 
through 2001. Before that, Louie 
taught high school chemistry 

and physics. 
After selling his business, 

Louie became the executive 
director of The Friendship Cen-
ter, a nonprofit organization that 
provides services to seniors in 
The Woodlands area. He left that 
position after five years to work 
in community development for 
the YMCA of Greater Houston. 

Since 2012, Louie has con-
sulted with local organizations, 
trying to help them develop 
their leaders as well as connect-
ing people who have skills that 
match the needs of those groups. 

“I think I’ve played a role in 
helping people become commu-
nity leaders,” he said. “I do offer 
some opinions about operations, 
but for the most part it’s trying 
to connect people with their 
personal passion and how they 
can help.”

Louie said he prefers to work 
with homegrown organizations, 
trying to help them compete 
with larger organizations that 

Gary Louie
Former ORN mayor makes service a way of life
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By Abigail Allen

are either national or interna-
tional and are drawn to the area 
to find big donors.

“It makes it difficult for [the 
local organizations] to maintain 
their level of recognition and 
giving,” Louie said. “I’d rather 
work with Montgomery County 
[and] Houston [organizations]. 
You may find in Montgom-
ery County a small nonprofit 
and help them maintain their 

identity and maintain their 
focus on what their mission 
should be.” 

Louie’s efforts to promote 
volunteerism reaches into his 
personal life as well.

 “I’ve always tried to encourage 
people to be [involved]—includ-
ing my children and the people 
that I can influence—that their 
opinion matters, that their par-
ticipation matters,” Louie said.

Conroe/The Woodlands • 8000 SH 242 •713-300-0809
For other Houston Locations visit us online at:

www.Miracle-Ear-Houston.com

Discover How Much Better Your World Can Sound…Call Today!

FEDERAL
Workers, 

Retirees & Spouses!
Need hearing aids?

Miracle-Ear Hearing Aid Center
is NOW O�ering... Hearing aids at NO COST to federal workers, retirees & spouses!

That’s Right... 
No Co-Pay! No Exam Fee! No Adjustment Fee!

BlueCross®

BlueShield®

Federal Employee Program

Government-Wide
Service Benefit Plan

Member Name
John Doe

Enrollment Code      104,105, 111 or 112 Rx# 0000

RxPCN 0000

RxGrp 0000Effective Date            01/01/2013

Member 
R00000000

www.fepblue.org
The Blue Cross and Blue Shield Federal Employee Program 
pays total cost of 2 Miracle-Ear Audiotone Pro series aids. 
Most Federal Government employees, retirees & spouses 
are eligible. You may even be covered if you have other 
non-federal insurance coverage. Special factory pricing 
available for non-quali�ers.

 Does your BCBS® card look like this? If so, CALL TODAY!

Blue Cross Blue Shield,  the Blue Cross, the Blue Shield, BCBS, and Federal Employee Program are registered trademark of Blue Cross Blue Shield Association.  Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Association and its independent licensees are not a�liated with, nor do they endorse or sponsor, the contents of this advertisement. Trademarks referring to speci�c providers are 
used by Miracle Ear for nominative purposes only: to truthfully identify the source of the services about which information is provided. Such trademarks are solely the property of 
their respective owners.

PROMO CODE: 07TQ08A

BCBS Ad Community The Woodlands 07-31-2014.pdf   1   7/31/14   3:36 PM

We provide counsel 
and expertise on:
•  Asset Protection

•  Tax and Charitable Planning

•  Trust and Estate Planning

• Family Business Issues with a 

 Focus on Succession Planning, 

 Exit Strategies and Business 

 Transactions

• Probate

• Trust and Estate Litigation

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 200 - The Woodlands, TX 77380 
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

 Steven J. Clausen 
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

*

*

Who do you turn to when you have a family 
business, wealth preservation or tax issue? 

You turn to the expert who has handled these complex 
issues for over twenty-fi ve years as a large fi rm partner 

and as the owner of a boutique fi rm.

Gary Louie served on the Oak Ridge North City Council from 1987 through 1996.
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Jennifer Calvert
City of Shenandoah Finance Director
By Abigail Allen

Jennifer Calvert has served as the finance director for the city of 
Shenandoah for four years, and she has helped that role change. 

Calvert has a bachelor’s degree in political science from Texas 
A&M University as well as a master’s degree in public administration 
from Sam Houston State University. 

When Calvert spoke with Community Impact Newspaper in July, 
the city was in the process of formulating its budget. Calvert said she 
hoped the city would be able to finalize the budget to be approved by 
the City Council by mid-August.

To help council and community members digest the informa-
tion and compare it to the recent past, Calvert said she and her staff 
presented current budget numbers and historical data next to the 
proposed budget. 

“That really gives them a good view of how our budget has changed 
over the course of several years or how it has not changed,” she said. 

Calvert said that the city has been careful to ensure its purchases 
are beneficial for the community.

“I say that, with 100 percent confidence, that we try very hard to 
make sure that we are good stewards of public funds,” Calvert said. 

PEOPLE

How did you become interested in 
finance?

It’s in my nature to serve, and I really 
like just providing, I’m here to provide 
a customer service. Government doesn’t 
generally operate under the customer 
service mentality, but I think here at [city 
of] Shenandoah we really try to treat 
everyone as a customer.

What does your job as the finance 
director entail?

It has evolved somewhat since I took 
the position. The position–before I took 
it–was considered a city treasurer, and 
it was changed to the finance director. I 
do all the finances, I monitor the budget, 
I monitor the expenses, I’m over the 
accounts. My department consists of the 
accounts payable clerk, the accountant, 
and I also oversee the court, the munici-
pal court, as well as the front desk.

How does Shenandoah’s budget 
compare to other cities its size?

We actually have very low property 
taxes, and our budget—50 percent of 
our revenue—is based on sales tax. We 
have a huge sales tax base. In the Por-
tofino Shopping Center we have over 40 
restaurants, so we’re very fortunate that 
city operations are funded by sales tax 
dollars. 

What is your favorite aspect 
of this job?

My favorite aspect is dealing with 
our customers. We really enjoy when 
a customer comes in and they have a 
problem and we can fix it. We’ve created 
a one-stop shop [at the front desk] where 
it doesn’t matter what problem you have. 
We try to make sure that the front desk 
is capable of solving that problem, and if 
they’re not, they’re going to find some-
one to help resolve that problem for you. 
We enjoy talking with our residents. We 
enjoy talking with our business owners.

What part of your job causes the 
most difficulties for you?

We had a council member, and I 
think he was quoting someone else, but 
he always said, ‘Trust, but verify,’ and 
that’s really what we’re doing. I trust 
that people are doing their jobs. But it’s 
my job to make sure that city employees 
are doing their job and spending funds 
ethically, and so that’s probably the most 
difficult part. It’s hard to kind of ques-
tion somebody and say, you know, ‘What 
was this purchase for?’ or ‘Why did you 
do this process this way?’

How does Shenandoah’s budget 
process work?

We just really try to scrutinize our 
purchases and make sure that they are 
necessary going forward. Just because 
we did it last year doesn’t mean it’s 
feasible to do it this year. So really it’s 
just scrutinizing our expenditures and 
trying to minimize our expenses as 
much as possible, trying not to increase 

our expenditures from last year. It’s a 
necessary evil; some things are going to 
go up, such as personnel costs. And when 
your budget equals revenue, you want to 
be realistic, but you don’t want to be too 
conservative or too liberal.

What should residents know about 
the city’s budget that they might 
not realize?

It’s available to everyone to see. I think 
that there are a lot of people who think 
that, ‘Well, I pay taxes, but I don’t really 
know what they do.’ Everything that we 
do is available to the public. Taxpayers 
can see our budget any time. It’s avail-
able on the website. They can see our 
expense reports on the website. That’s 
part of the transparency process: is mak-
ing sure that anybody who has questions 
can see that, and they can ask [for an 
explanation]. Our budget is presented at 
a council meeting, so they can come up 
and hear what our council members have 
to say about the budget.
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Affiliated Mortgage Company
Home Loan Division of Benchmark Bank

9595 Six Pines Dr., Suite 6290

The Woodlands, Texas 77380

Office: 281-465-7424
Toll Free: 888-335-1909

 kelly@kellytx.com
www.kellytx.com

N M L S # 6 1 4 0 7 1

Kelly Malatesta 
Senior Mortgage Advisor

AREAS OF EXPERTISE:
Purchase & Refinance

• Conventional
• Fixed - ARMS
• Jumbo
• FHA
• VA

One Time Close
• Construction
• Renovation

A s  h e a r d  o n  K S E V  7 0 0  a m  w i t h  S t e v e  D r a k e !

Thanksgiving Day
November 27 • 7:45 a.m.

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion | The Woodlands Town Center

For more info call Roxanne Davis, 281.367.YMCA or RunThruTheWoods.org   

Sponsorship 
Opportunities 
Still Available

Promote your brand to more than 6,000 families! 

Running for a Cause, Proceeds benefi t charities of South Montgomery County

1 Mile Children’s Race
Presented by Anadarko

5 Mile Run
Presented by CHI St. Luke’s Health The Woodlands Hospital 

3 Mile Run
Presented by Repsol 

3 Mile Family Walk
Presented by Memorial Hermann The Woodlands Hospital 

Sports Medicine & Rehabilitation 
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A fter five years of planning and 
$3 million in construction costs, 
Spring is now home to the largest 

skate park in North America and second 
largest skate park in the world. 

Sally Bradford, executive director for 
the Greenspoint Redevelopment Author-
ity, conceived the idea of the Spring Skate 
Park after asking a group of teenagers in 
2009 what they wanted to see in Spring. 

“A lot of the kids up in this area, they 
don’t have the funds to play tennis or golf 
or enroll in Little League,” she said. “They 
can go to a skate park with a skateboard 
and a helmet, and they’re set. [They] have 
a safe environment to skate in instead of 
ravines or empty shopping centers.”

Funded through a Tax Increment Rein-
vestment Zone as part of the new 10-acre 
Spring Recreational Area, construction 
on the skate park began in January 2013. 

The skate park features more than 75,000 
square feet of skate surface area that 
includes a competition-scale bowl with a 
full pipe as well as a 12-foot vertical ramp, 
10-foot bowl, banked walls and speed 
hips, Bradford said. 

While the park’s opening is set for Aug. 
14, it has already gained international 
attention from shoe and skate apparel 
company Vans as well as skateboarding 
legend Steve Olson. 

“We’d like to have a skateboard event 
to entice professional skaters from all 
over the world [to compete at the park],” 
Bradford said.  

The Spring Recreation Center also 
houses Dylan Park—a wheelchair-acces-
sible park for special needs children that 
opened July 24. Dylan Park provides a 
skate area for wheelchairs and can host 
various wheelchair games. 

Spring Skate Park
Largest skate park in U.S. finds home in Spring

CLOSE-UP

By Connor Hyde

1  Spring Skate Park has more than 75,000 square feet of skate surface and includes various amenities.

2  Competitive skater Jeremy Smith executes a backside invert at the Spring Skate Park. 

3  Competitive skater Justin Grubbs grinds on a rail at the Spring Skate Park.  

4  Smith skates through the full pipe located at the east end of the park.

5  Smith executes a frontside smith grind at Spring Skate Park’s clam shell bowl. 

6  Competitive skater Adam Wiggins completes a frontside ollie over a channel at Spring Skate Park. 

Spring Skate Park

45

                         K
uykendahl R

d.

           Rankin Rd.

12351 Kuykendahl Road, Houston 
www.facebook.com/SpringTexasSkatePark 
Hours: Mon. 8 a.m.–10 p.m., Wed.–Sat. 8 
a.m.–10 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.–9 p.m.
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Our Agents are uniquely 
certified and trained to 
assist in relocating you or 
your loved ones.

If you are thinking about selling,

       now is the right time! Call us today!

We can help you sell your home...

Need an experienced realtor?
Sales

Rentals

Our Agents are uniquely 
certified and trained to 
assist in relocating you or 
your loved ones.

If you are thinking about selling,

       now is the right time! Call us today!

We can help you sell your home...

10 Years experience will 
provide you with the 
best resources and tools 
you need in searching 
real estate.

Lelia Aguilar
Realtor Agente Bilingue
936-524-4712
leliawoodlands@yahoo.com

Our Agents are uniquely 
certified and trained to 
assist in relocating you or 
your loved ones.

If you are thinking about selling,

       now is the right time! Call us today!

We can help you sell your home...

Please call me!

3 Knotwood Ct

127 Regan 18 River Ridge 47 Winsome

54 Lasting Springs 79 Gary Glen

10 Years experience 

will provide you with 

the best resources and 

tools you need in 

searching real estate. 

Rentals Sales 

Need an Experienced Realtor? 

Please call me! 
Lelia Aguilar 
Realtor® Agente Bilingüe 
936-524-4712 
leliawoodlands@yahoo.com 

79 Gary Glen 47 Winsome 

3 Knotwood Ct 

54 Lasting Springs 

127 Regan 

18 River Ridge 
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Year established

Year established

Leadership
Susan Cates, EDC Coordinator; five-
member Oak Ridge North City Council 

Budget
$1.4 million for fiscal year 2013–14

Funding source
The Oak Ridge North EDC is funded by 
a half-cent sales tax for all applicable 
sales in the city limits.

Target sectors
Cates, who was hired by the city in 
2011, set out to help redevelop the 
city’s retail centers to improve the 
city’s aesthetics and to generate more 
sales tax revenue. Recent projects 
include the iFly indoor skydiving facility, 
Bowlero and a planned hotel at I-45 
and Robinson Road. 

Leadership
Gil Staley, CEO; 29-member board of 
directors elected annually by partners

Budget
$670,00 per year

Funding source
The Woodlands Area EDP is funded 
by its private funding partners. EDP 
partners include organizations such 
as Lone Star College System and Sam 
Houston State University. The amount 
each partner contributes to the EDP is 
up to each organization. 

Target sectors
CEO Gil Staley said since The 
Woodlands has so much office space, 
the EDP targets professional jobs and 
corporate headquarter relocation. 

1994

1997

INSIDE INFORMATION

“Sales tax revenue really can put wealth 
into the community and offset property 
taxes. My No. 1 goal was to figure out ways 
to do that. Fortunately, it all happened at a 
great time for Oak Ridge North, and we’re 
seeing some nice redevelopment along 
the freeway.”

—Susan Cates, Oak Ridge North EDC Coordinator

“In economic development organizations 
you target sectors that fit your assets. In 
our case, our assets are office buildings. 
Because our area doesn’t have huge 
amounts of land, you have to [build 
buildings] vertically. That has turned 
into recruiting professional jobs, and 
specifically, headquarters. That’s a 
wonderful niche market to have.”
—Gil Staley, The Woodlands Area Economic Development Partnership

Oak Ridge North Economic Development Corporation 

Economic Development Corporations

The Woodlands Area Economic Development Partnership

The Oak Ridge North Economic 
Development Corporation is charged 
with encouraging business development 
and retention in Oak Ridge North. The 
EDC also helps develop and improve 
the city’s infrastructure to aid and 
encourage economic development.

The Woodlands Area EDP works to 
encourage economic development in 
The Woodlands area, Shenandoah and 
Oak Ridge North. 

Featured project
The Oak Ridge North Commerce Park 
features many light manufacturing 
and oil field supply companies, such 
as Hydraulic Systems Inc., Precision 
Directional Service and Nexus Energy 
Technologies. City Manager Vicky Rudy 
said the opening of such businesses 
is a direct result of development of the 
nearby ExxonMobil facility. 

Featured project
Expansions of current businesses. 
The Woodlands Area EDP has aided 
several local major corporations whose 
headquarters are in The Woodlands 
expand their operations and add jobs 
to the local economy. Among those are 
Anadarko Petroleum, Chicago Bridge & 
Iron, Repsol Energy North America and 
Strike LLC. 

Economic development corporations or partnerships 
are entities funded by public tax money, private 
contributions, or a combination of the two. EDCs were 
created in 1979 by the Texas Legislature. The act was 
amended by the Legislature in 1989 and in 1991 to 

allow cities to implement sales and use taxes to fund 
EDCs. There are more than 700 EDCs throughout 
Texas, according to the Texas Comptroller’s office. 
Those EDCs earned more than $1.4 billion in revenues 
in 2011, according to the comptroller. Local EDCs are 

charged with encouraging businesses to move to their 
respective communities and with retaining businesses 
located within their communities. In some cases, EDCs 
also work to improve a community’s infrastructure to 
help encourage economic development.

Compiled by Brian Walzel

C
o

ur
te

sy
 T

he
 W

o
o

d
la

nd
s 

D
ev

el
o

p
m

en
t 

C
o

m
p

an
y

Je
ss

e 
M

en
d

o
za

26832 I-45 North, Spring, TX 77386

281-259-9500 | www.weightlosstexas.com

 1 MONTH
28 DAY SELECT PACKAGE  

$319.00
Pick From Our Most Delicious 

Foods, Including Frozen Options 
Like Ice Cream!!!
Month Package Includes:

Weightloss Texas Inc.
Authorized 

Distributor

*Northbound Feeder Between Rayford/Sawdust & Woodlands Pkwy.

Years of Proven Results

We now have frozen Nutrisystem foods
14 Shelf Stable Breakfasts  14 Frozen Breakfasts
14 Shelf Stable Lunches     14 Frozen Lunches
14 Shelf Stable Dinners      14 Frozen Dinners
14 Shelf Stable Desserts    14 Frozen Desserts 
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G reen is a common color 
in The Woodlands, and it 
is also a way of life that is 

growing as a result of education and 
awareness efforts. 

Villages in The Woodlands boast 
a high rate of curbside recycling 
participation, but that is only part of 
a bigger picture, said Lynne Aldrich, 
manager of environmental services 
for The Woodlands Township. 

The Environmental Services 
office initially focused its efforts 
on recycling but expanded to cover 
areas such as litter abatement, com-
posting and soil conservation, and 
mosquito control and education. 

“It all ties together,” Aldrich 
said. “It turns out that there’s a lot 
involved in source reduction.”

Composting reduces the amount 
of solid waste produced by a 
household by transforming organic 
matter into a fertilizer and soil 
conditioner.

“Then you use the compost on the 
landscape, which helps the soil hold 

water, as opposed to having runoff,” 
she said, adding that excess runoff 
also impacts mosquito control. 

Houston-based recycling con-
tractor Waste Management reports 
The Woodlands has a set-out rate 
of between 70 and 80 percent of 
recyclables. This is a measure of how 
many of the carts are brought to 
curbs on any given day. 

“The participation rate is actually 
higher than that,” Aldrich said. 

A regular survey conducted by 
the township suggests a participa-
tion rate of more than 90 percent. 

“We try to do targeted education 
based on audits and feedback we 
get from Waste Management,” she 
said. “One of the biggest problems 
is people putting plastic bags in the 
recycling carts. Those absolutely 
should not go into the curbside 
[recycling] program because they 
get tangled up in the [sorting] 
machines.”

Another recycling program issue 
is food contamination. 

“Pizza boxes have grease on them, 
and even though—yes—corrugated 
cardboard can be recycled, food-
contaminated cardboard cannot,” 
she said. 

While some cities are working 
toward a zero-waste goal, the plan 
in The Woodlands, for now, is edu-
cation and awareness and how to 
think of using resources differently. 

“More and more, you see people 
who don’t want landfills in their 
backyard, so what are we going to 
do?” Aldrich said. “You may have 
people who say, ‘Well, it’s Texas—
we have lots of space.’ But nobody 
wants to be next to that.” 

Throughout the year, Environmen-
tal Services holds classes, seminars 
and outreach events for residents. 

“Education on recycling is part 
of what we do, but I think we have 
a receptive audience,” Aldrich said. 
“People move here who care about 
the natural environment. That’s 
one of the reasons you come to The 
Woodlands.” 

Recycling in The Woodlands
Eco-friendly program helps community go green

INSIDE INFORMATION

Precinct 3 Recycling Center

Pruitt Rd. 

45

1122 Pruitt Road  
Spring • 281-367-7283

Hours: Mon.–Sat. 8:30–11:30 a.m.; 12:30–4:30 p.m., closed 
Sundays.

Household chemical waste facility is open every Wednesday 
and third Saturday of the month. 

Accepted: Plastic containers, yard debris, aluminum cans, 
cardboard, glass, metals, paper, batteries, automotive 
products, electronics. Fees apply for tires, gasoline, 
electronics, paint and home improvement debris.

By Nicole Bradford

The Woodlands Recycling Center 

5310 Research Forest Drive  
The Woodlands • 281-210-3900 

Hours: Wed. 4–7 p.m.  
Sat. 9 a.m.–2 p.m.

Accepted: Mixed paper, newspapers, magazines, 
cardboard, aluminum, tin cans, plastics Nos. 1-5 and No. 7, 
yard waste, glass bottles, jars and food containers, sorted 
by color.    

Gos
lin

g 
Rd.

 

Research Forest  Dr. 

The Woodlands Township offers a curbside recycling program as well 
as a drop-off recycling center.

Upcoming  
Environmental  
Services events
Landscaping solutions 
Sept. 27 
9 a.m.–noon 
8203 Millennium Forest Drive

Composting classes
Oct. 4, Nov. 1, Dec. 6 
10–11 a.m.  
8203 Millennium Forest Drive

3R Bazaar
Nov. 15 
9 a.m.–1 p.m. Saturday 
8203 Millennium Forest Drive

What’s allowed in curbside bins?
• Paper such as newspapers, mail, magazines, 

office papers
• Flattened boxes 24 inches or smaller, up to 

three larger boxes allowed per bin
• Rinsed green, brown or clear glass bottles
• Aluminum containers/cans, crushed if possible 
• Plastics No. 1 through No. 7. Check the con-

tainer for a recycling arrow and for the plastic 
number. Rinse and put caps on.

• Cartons from juice boxes, milk, soup, broth or 
wine, once-refrigerated cartons such as milk or 
egg substitutes 

Not allowed in curbside bins:
• Food contaminated items
• Wax or plastic-coated cardboard or boxes
• Pie pans, aerosol cans or scrap metal
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Pictures/Colors for Illustration only.  1)72 Months Financing, $0 Down + TT&L, $13.89 Per Month Per Thousand Financed. 0% APR w/Approved Credit. Financed thru Ally Finance. 
Dealer Contribution May Effect Final Negotiated Price. Payments deferred ‘til January 2015. Buick and GMC are Registered Trademarks of General Motors. 

855-586-8441 • 1654 I-45 NORTH • CONROEBUICKGMC.COM 

PRO GRADE PROTECTION
WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE.

N LOOP 336

WILSON RD.

105

WEISNER OF CONROE

OF CONROE - SINCE 1972

NEW 2014 GMC

YUKON
HUGE
Color

Selection

Equipped Not 
Stripped

$0 DOWN PAYMENT - 0% APR FOR 72 MONTHS OR NO PAYMENTS ‘TIL JANUARY 2015 1

NEW 2014 GMC

SIERRA DOUBLE CAB

Equipped Not Stripped

HUGE
Color

Selection

  $25,877  $25,877 SALE PRICE 
$28,877 LESS 

$3000 FACTORY 
REBATE  $36,977  $36,977 SALE PRICE $39,977 

LESS $3000 
FACTORY REBATE

WIES_14087.woodlands.10x2.94.IMPACTaug.indd   1 7/30/2014   4:32:28 PM
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• Traditional and Alley-loaded 60', 65' 
and 75' homesites

• Hiking and biking trails at George 
Mitchell Nature Preserve

• Walking distance to new Creekside 
Village Center

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. Not valid with any other offer or on previously written contracts. $10,000 Move-In Gift incentive good 
only on David Weekley Showcase Homes purchased in the Houston, TX, community of Liberty Branch at Creekside Park between August 1, 2014, and August 
31, 2014. Incentive valid only on Decorator Selections or as a Home Discount. Decorator Selections must be made through the David Weekley Homes Design 
Center in Houston, TX. Any other amount above incentive amount is the Homebuyer’s responsibility. Offer must be presented to Sales Consultant prior 
to signing of contract. David Weekley Homes reserves the right to terminate program or change rules at any time. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, 
specifications, materials, and availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. Illustrations are artist’s depictions 
only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2014 David Weekley Homes – All Rights Reserved. Houston, TX (HOUA57497) 

For more information, 
contact us at 281-249-7790 

45

1960

249

2920

 

ExxonMobil

Woodlands Pkwy.
Goslind Rd.
Kuykendahl Rd.

Woodlands Pkwy.

Kuykendahl Rd.
G

osling R
d.

Liberty 
Branch

2978

Liberty Branch at Creekside Park
David Weekley Homes in 

Mention ad for a

$10,000 
Move-In 

Gift!

186 Rockwell Park Blvd
The Woodlands, TX 77389

From the $560s

26419 I-45 North
The Woodlands, TX 77380
281-681-8809

888-647-6611  |  Four Houston Locations  |  AusTIN • DALLAs • HousToN • sAN ANToNIo

bILLIArDFAcTory.comsigtheater.com

Store Wide ClearanCe Sale

www.WoodlandsChamber.org

9320 Lakeside Blvd - Bldg 2
Suite 200

The Woodlands, TX  77381

281-367-5777

Did you realize that the five Conference and Meeting Rooms
at The Woodlands Area Chamber are complimentary with a
Chamber membership?  This includes complimentary water
and coffee for your guests and catering accommodations
from 2 - 100 guests.  Call 281.367.5777 for more details.

BUSINESS SERVICES
amazing

Have you ever wondered how 
involvement with The Chamber
of Commerce could enhance
your business services?  Our
amenities appeal to both small
businesses & large corporations.
Call a member of the Sales Team
to discuss the meeting space 
and other business amenities
that await you!

CI - 10 x 6.04 Page Ad - Woodlands Area Chamber August 2014_Layout 1  8/4/2014  2:59 PM  Page 1
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Upcoming meetings
Talks are held on the fourth Wednesday of each month at 1 p.m. Events are 
free and open to the public. Only three events are left in 2014: 

• Aug. 27 
• Sept. 24 
• Oct. 22  
• No meetings are scheduled in November and December due to holidays.  

The Woodlands Township
2801 Technology Forest Blvd. 
The Woodlands • 281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Residents of The Wood-
lands can learn directly 
from top leaders how 

officials and public agencies serve 
the community during Watch 
Talk Wednesday, a free monthly 
program designed to share gen-
eral safety information and crime 
prevention practices.

Holly Steinke, program coordi-
nator for Watch Talk Wednesday, 
said the series started i after she 
and a colleague realized residents 
were curious about how certain 
public agencies worked. Many 
local residents would ask about 
the duties of different depart-
ments, Steinke said.

“We thought that [Watch Talk 
Wednesday] would be a good way 
to have an educational program 
on a variety of topics that people 
ask about,” she said.  “They 
wouldn’t normally get to talk to 
these people.”

The first Watch Talk was held 
in February 2010 with Montgom-
ery County Sheriff’s Office Capt. 

Andrew Eason and then Lt. Ron-
nie Glaze of the Harris County 
Precinct 4 Constable’s Office. 

The list of speakers varies 
due to the wide range of topics 
covered, she said. Since the start 
of the program, Steinke said, 
she has received several requests 
from local residents for speakers 
from specific agencies, such as the 
Texas Ranger Division and U.S. 
Marshals Service.  

She fulfilled those requests 
with a 2013 talk by Texas Ranger 
Wende Wakeman, who made 
news in July when she became 
the highest-ranking female in 
Texas Ranger history as a result 
of her promotion to the rank of 
Lieutenant. Supervisory Deputy 
U.S. Marshal Cameron Welch 
and Deputy U.S. Marshal Alfredo 
Perez gave a 2012 presentation on 
their duties at the nation’s oldest 
federal law agency.

Past programs have included 
presentations by local elected 
officials and public servants from 

local, state and federal agencies. 
In April, Montgomery County 

Precinct 3 Justice of the Peace 
Edie Connelly talked about the 
judicial system.  Her presenta-
tion included examples of cases 
covered by the court, new rules 
for the court and 2013 statistics.

In March, Detective James 
Blackwell of the Montgomery 
County Sheriff’s Office discussed 
identity theft and scams. He also 
included information on how 
someone who has had his identity 
stolen can get help.

Steinke said the events are 
important in educating the public 
on safety and strategies to stay 
safe.  That is the main objective of 
the events, she said.

The presentations are a part of 
The Woodlands Watch, the com-
munity’s neighborhood watch 
program, which has been in 
existence for nearly 30 years. 

Meetings are scheduled during 
the day to accommodate speak-
ers’ availability, Steinke said. 

Watch Talk Wednesday
Program offers safety tips to Woodlands residents

COMMUNITY

Watch Talk Wednesdays

Research Forest Dr. 
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Lakeside Blvd. 

By Monica Coleman
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Woodlands residents hear a presentation from a Montgomery County Sheriff’s  
officer. The series is designed to educate the public on community safety.

Uncover your

Uncover Your Dream Home!

* Based on availability. Limited time offer.

Boxes & Moving Supplies 

Alarms on Every Unit Door

Personal & Business Storage

Rent online at AmazingSpaces.net

18250 I-45  The Woodlands, TX 77384
281-378-7572

of

R

2014

Get 50% Off 
TWO Months 
of Storage*

CommunityImpact_TW_DreamHome_QuarterAd50off2mo_50off2mo.indd   1 7/15/2014   5:18:16 PM
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18 Oak Ridge North Fall Festival
The festival offers family-friendly activities such as a 

bounce house, trackless train, face painting, balloon artist 
and a DJ. Food and craft vendors are also on hand. Residents 
are encouraged to drop off items at City Hall by Oct. 8 to 
be encapsulated in a time capsule that will be buried during 
the festival. Suggested items include letters, momentos and 
pictures. 10 a.m.—2 p.m. Free. Marilyn Edgar Park, 26531 
Hillside Drive, Oak Ridge North. 832-381-3215.  
www.oakridgenorth.com

25 Pumpkin Fest
Faith United Methodist Church hosts its annual 

Halloween event. Halloween pumpkins are available for 
purchase as well as food and craft booths. Also featured are 
games and activities for kids. 9 a.m.–4 p.m. Free. Organizers 
are accepting vendors. Faith United Methodist Church, 2403 
Rayford Road, Spring. 281-367-7776. www.faithumcspring.org

25 Taste of the Village
The Indian Springs Village Association and the 

Indian Springs Shopping Center host the 10th annual 
Taste of the Village. The event offers free food samples 
and entertainment for all ages, including face-painting, 
a balloon artist, and Spiderman. Guests can also enjoy 
live music by the OGRES. Noon-4 p.m. (rain or shine). 
Free. Indian Springs Village Center, at the intersection of 
Kuykendahl Road and Woodlands Parkway.  
www.indianspringsvillage.com

25 Fall market and fair
Christ Church United Methodist hosts its fall market 

with a craft festival, pumpkin patch, a bounce house, barbecue 
booth, and a bake sale. A man cave is offered for non-
shoppers. 9 a.m.–4 p.m. Free. Christ Church United Methodist, 
6363 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands. 963-273-2030. 
christchurch.publishpath.com

26 Trick or Treat Trail
The Woodlands Convention and Visitors Bureau 

hosts a fun Halloween activity along The Woodlands 
Waterway at Town Green Park. This event offers trick-or-
treating, children’s activities and a costume contest. 3–6 
p.m. Free. Town Green Park, 2099 Lake Robbins Drive, The 
Woodlands. 281-210-3478. www.thewoodlandscvb.com

11 through Nov. 30 
Texas Renaissance Festival

The festival’s main attraction is an authentically recreated 
16th century British village spread across 55 acres. Daily 
performances include storytelling, jousting demonstrations 
and theater. The festival celebrates its 40th year with a King 
Midas Masquerade Ball. A variety of foods, drinks, crafts 
and gifts are available. 9 a.m.–8 p.m. $27 (adults at gate), 
$13 (children ages 5–12 at gate), free (children ages 4 and 
under). 21778 FM 1774, Todd Mission. 281-356-2178.  
www.texrenfest.com

18 Texian Heritage Festival
Texas history comes to life at the Texian Heritage 

Festival. Guests can step back in time to the 1800s with 
live cannon fire, battle re-enactments, Texian Army Tent 
encampment and Native American dancing. Barbecue and 
festival food is available for purchase. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. $5. 
Fernland Historical Park, 780 Clepper, Montgomery.  
936-524-0534. www.texianheritage.org

18 Fall craft show
Timber Lakes Baptist Church presents its 12th annual 

craft show with Ladies Involved Giving His Touch. LIGHT 
sponsors kids for summer camps and supports state and 
national women’s auxiliary projects with the proceeds. Indoor 
and outdoor booths are available. 9 a.m.–3 p.m. Free. Timber 
Lakes Baptist Church, 1540 Sawdust Road, The Woodlands.  
281-363-9358. www.tlbctx.org

September

20 Montgomery Wine  
and Music Fest

Texas wineries exhibit their craft in downtown Magnolia 
with tastings or by the glass available. The festival includes 
live music, kids’ games and a bounce house. 10 a.m.–9 p.m. 
$5 (celebration children’s area), $20 (wine tasting package 
purchased online), $25 (at gate). $5 (fee for alcohol), $1 (single 
tickets). Free shuttle, Liberty Street at Hwy. 105. 936-597-5004.  
www.experiencemontgomery.com

October

04 Farm Fun and corn maze
P-6 Farms welcomes visitors on weekends 

through Thanksgiving. Farm activities include a maze, water 
cannon, cow train and jumping pillow. Concessions include 
roasted sweet corn, barbecue sandwiches and drinks. Time 
and costs vary. P-6 Farms, 9963 Pooles Road, Montgomery. 
936-597-6062. www.p-6farms.com 

04 5, 11, 12, 18, 19, 25, 26 
Fall Fun Days and Pumpkin Patch

Family farm Spring Creek Growers welcomes fall with annual 
events. Activities include hayrides, pumpkin decorating and 
pedal karts. Halloween pumpkins are available for purchase, 
and farm animals are on display. Farmhouse Kitchen serves 
barbecue and baked cookies. 10 a.m.–dusk. $5, free (children 
ages 2 and under). Spring Creek Growers, 23803 Decker 
Prairie-Rosehill Road, Magnolia. 281-259-8114.  
www.springcreekgrowers.com

10 through 12 
Conroe Cajun Catfish Festival

The food and music festival celebrates its 25th anniversary this 
year. The event features a live music on three stages. The Go 
Texan Wine area has both wine and food samplings. Vendors  
sell catfish, boudain and alligator. Arts and crafts booths are 
also featured. 6 p.m.–midnight (Oct. 10), 11 a.m.–midnight 
(Oct. 11), noon–6 p.m. (Oct. 12). Free admission and shuttle. 
101 S. Main St., Conroe. 936-539-6009. 
www.conroecajuncatfishfestival.com
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November

08 through Dec. 24 
Home for the Holidays

Thousands of twinkling lights highlight the holiday market 
in Old Town Spring. More than 150 shops and restaurants 
are open as a variety of entertainment is offered such as 
musicians, cloggers and carolers. Santa arrives for photos 
Saturdays and Sundays. 11 a.m.–6 p.m. (Tuesdays through 
Saturdays), 10 a.m.–6 p.m. (Sundays), noon–6 p.m. Free. 
Old Town Spring, 403 Main St., Spring. 281-353-9310.  
www.oldtownspring.com

21 through 23 
Junior League Holiday Market

The 12th annual Christmas shopping event benefits local 
charities and features over 100 merchants selling holiday items, 
gourmet foods, jewelry and gifts. Santa arrives for photos 
Nov. 21 from 10 a.m.–noon and from 1 p.m.–4 p.m., and Nov. 
23 from 11 a.m.–3 p.m. 9 a.m.–6 p.m. (Nov. 21, 22), 10 a.m.–4 
p.m. (Nov. 23). $12. The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel & 
Convention Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands. 
1-888-746-7455. www.jlholidaymarket.org

C
o

ur
te

sy
 O

ld
 T

ow
n 

S
p

ri
ng

C
o

ur
te

sy
 T

he
 W

o
o

d
la

nd
s 

C
V

B

C
o

ur
te

sy
 T

o
m

b
al

l S
is

te
r 

C
it

y 
O

rg
an

iz
at

io
n

22 through Jan. 19  
Donoho’s Winter Wonderland

The attraction offers a stroll around The Woodlands 
outdoor ice rink decorated in a Winter Wonderland 
theme, featuring lighted elves, toy soldiers, musical angels 
and snowmen. Open daily. Free. Northeast corner of Lake 
Robbins and Six Pines drives. www.thewoodlandscvb.com

22 Lighting of the Doves and iWow
This year’s International Winter on the Waterway 

(iWow) includes snow play, ice carvers, vendor booths, 
children’s activities and Santa’s arrival. Along The Woodlands 
Waterway, families can walk from booth to booth to 
experience international holiday traditions, international 
foods, and arts and crafts from around the world. Live music 
and fireworks are part of the celebration. The event also 
features The Woodlands’ annual Lighting of the Doves 
tradition. 3–9 p.m. Free. Town Green Park along The 
Woodlands Waterway. www.thewoodlandscvb.com

December

06 13, and 20  
Caroling on the Square

Carolers ring in the holidays at Waterway Square. On Dec. 6, 
Santa makes a special appearance. Dec. 20, Dena Blue and 
the Blue Jazz Band perform. 6–8 p.m. Free. Waterway Square. 
www.thewoodlandscvb.com

12 through 14  
Tomball German Christmas Market

This German food and market festival includes mulled 
wine, Christmas Stollen and bratwurst. Dutch Santa makes 
a visit along with a variety of entertainers. Offered at the 
event are rides, a bungee-jump and pony rides. Free 
admission, parking and shuttle. 6–10 p.m. (Dec. 12), 10 
a.m.–10 p.m. (Dec. 13), 10 a.m.–6 p.m. (Dec. 14). Old Town 
Tomball, near Historical Train Depot Plaza, 201 S. Elm.  
281-379-6844. www.tomballgermanfest.org
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North Houston Association’s 
20th Annual Golf Tournament

Honorary Co-Chairmen
Commissioner R. Jack Cagle, Harris County Pct. 4, and
Commissioner Craig Doyal, Montgomery County Pct. 2 

Monday, September 22, 2014
The Woodlands Country Club - Palmer Course 

(100 Grand Fairway Drive, The Woodlands, Texas 77381)

Tournament Contests: Longest Drive and Closest to the Pin
Silent Auction

BBQ Dinner with Live Music by the “I Back Jack” Band

For sponsorship opportunities, contact us at 281-875-0660 
or go to www.north-houston.com.

Silver Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

Hines
JACOBS

Union Pacific

AECOM
Amegy Bank

Gorrondona & Associates, Inc.

Waterway Marriott   The Woodlands    WoodlandsShows.com

AUGUST
23-24

12th Annual

Sponsors:
Magazine

Photo courtesy of Belgard

Outdoor 
Living Ideas
Galore!

Y O U R
Create

H O M E

 
 

 

$1 OFF
show admission

ONLINE ONLY!

Saturday 9 am - 7 pm 
Sunday 10 am - 6 pm

Adults $9 • Seniors $8
12 and under Free

The Woodlands Waterway
Marriott Hotel & 

Convention Center

FREE COvERED pARkING!

Hours

TICKET PRICES

location

1. Outdoor Cooking Stage
Live Cooking Demos

2. Fashion in Motion
Feature Exhibit by Simple Elegance
New Window Fashions and Technology

3. Feature Landscape by Stewart Land Design

4. In-Show Garden Center Nature’s Way Resources
Get ready for the fall planting season and shop 
and save at the show!

5. Craft Beer and Wine Tasting! 

IDEAS, IDEAS, IDEAS! IDEAS, IDEAS, IDEAS! IDEAS, IDEAS, IDEAS! IDEAS, IDEAS, IDEAS! 

1 2 3 4 5

Over 200 Home Improvement Professionals | Shop & Save at the Show!

11330 H&G Woodlands Fall'14 Community Impact Woodlands_Layout 1  7/23/14  4:12 PM  Page 1
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T hings were different back when 
city leaders buried a 1979 Pontiac 
Sunbird in a city park. The city of 

Oak Ridge North literally dug up its past 
in July when it unearthed a time capsule 
and its contents about 25 years after it 
had been buried.

The time capsule was buried in 1989, 
when Gary Louie was mayor, as part of 
the city’s 10-year incorporation celebra-
tion, Louie said. The first city ordinance 
was written in 1979.

The car was recovered from the edge of 
the baseball field in Marilyn Edgar Park, 
and included newspaper articles, a letter 
from inaugural ORN mayor Bud Roesler, 
family and school photos, business cards 
and sports medals.

In 1989, the Oak Ridge North police 
department only had five officers, gas 
was about 90 cents a gallon, the Good-
year Blimp was based near Holzwarth 
and Spring Cypress roads, the Lake 
Woodlands Drive overpass was known 
as “the bridge to nowhere” because it led 
to a dead end, and there was a helicop-
ter pad in the middle of the Woodlands 
Parkway and Gosling Road intersection, 
ORN Police Chief Andy Walters said.

Perhaps most noticeably, Oak Ridge 
North saw a large increase in population 
since its incorporation, said longtime 
resident Anthony Spagnoletti, owner of 
Spag’s Collision Repair on Hanna Road.

For example, Spagnoletti–who donated 
the 1979 Pontiac Firebird–said a large 
group of residents would gather at then 
McCullough High School, work on their 
hot rods and race after school.

“It was a little bit of an Andy Griffith 
thing where you actually knew every-
body,” Spagnoletti said. “Every weekend, 

Oak Ridge North city workers dug up the 1979 Pontiac Sunbird time capsule that lay dormant for 25 years.
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the garage doors were up, the hoods were 
up on the cars, the motors were hanging 
from the engine hoists. We had a blast; 
we were building cars and racing cars. 
You can’t do that anymore.”

Much of the city’s development can 
be credited to collaboration with other 
Montgomery County leaders, Louie said. 
Together they ushered in the economic 
wave that started in the 1990s.

“I give The Woodlands, The Wood-
lands Development Company, and The 
Woodlands Township a lot of credit 
for being the impetus of that economic 
wave,” Louie said. “Oak Ridge North and 
Shenandoah could have sat back idly and 
let things happen, but I think we were 
proactive about working together with 
other entities to be a positive influence 
on the community.”

In 1993, Louie was appointed to the 
Town Center Improvement District, 
which served as a precursor to The 
Woodlands Township, where he served 
for 10 years, he said. The district was 
formed by state legislation, and allowed 
local entities such as Oak Ridge North 
and the city of Shenandoah to be a part 
of the area’s development.

The city of Oak Ridge North is now 
collecting mementos, letters, and photos 
for a new time capsule to be buried on  
at 11 a.m. on Oct. 18 at Marilyn Edgar 
Park during the city’s first Fall Festival. 
The capsule will be opened in 2064.

The deadline for donations is Oct. 8. 
Items can be dropped off at City Hall, 
located at 27424 Robinson Road;  
Simon’s Barber Shop, 26797 Hanna 
Road; Compadres Texas Café, 26797 
Hanna Road; and Elder’s Automotive, 
27431 Hanna Road.

Oak Ridge North
City digs up its past

By Jesse Mendoza

HISTORY       OAK RIDGE NORTH 

Auto Loans | Home Equity Loans & Lines of Credit 
Personal Loans & Lines of Credit | Private Student Loans 

Small Business Loans & Lines of Credit

WHATEVER YOUR GREAT EVENT
N O W ’ S  T H E  T I M E  T O  M A K E  I T  H A P P E N

The Great Rate Event promotion provides special interest rate discounts for select 
products on new credit applications submitted July 1, 2014 through September 30, 2014 
with a qualifying Wells Fargo consumer or business relationship. Additional restrictions, 
limitations and exclusions may apply; please contact a Wells Fargo banker for further 
details. This promotion may be modified or withdrawn at any time without notice and may 
not be transferable. Terms and conditions of accounts, products, programs and services are 
subject to change. All applications are subject to approval. Auto loans for vehicle purchase 
originated at dealerships do not qualify for relationship discount. 

Deposit products offered by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. 
© 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. NMLSR ID 399801  
Printed materials expire September 30, 2014. (1204059_12699)

For more information, stop by Wells Fargo,  
call 1-866-578-5671, or visit wellsfargo.com/greatrate

For a limited time, get a special interest rate discount 
from 0.25% to 1.00% on select new loans or lines of credit

Your life is filled with great events. This summer, Wells Fargo is 
helping make those events even better. We’re rewarding qualified 
customers with a special interest rate discount on select new 
loans and lines of credit. You could use it to tackle major home 
renovations, consolidate your debt, pay for college expenses or 
even grow your business. Hurry in and let us help you create your 
own great event today.

PROMOTION  
DETAILS

Eligible customers 
receive interest 
rate discounts from 
0.25% to 1.00% on 
select new loans 
and lines of credit

Interest rate 
discount will 
be applied 
automatically

Promotion 
ends 
September  
30, 2014

1204059_12699

4.9167x12.25 

4c

1204059_12699 4.9167x12.25 4c.indd   1 7/25/14   1:24 PM
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27718 I-45 N.
Oak Ridge North

Oak Ridge North Shopping Center, Plaza “B” next to AAA Travel, look for Pappas BBQ

281-419-8882

Sunday: 12-6 pm
Monday: Closed
Tuesday: Closed

Wednesday: 12-7 pm
Thursday: 12-7 pm

Friday: 12-7 pm
Saturday 12-7 pm

Lake 
Woodlands Dr.

Woodlands
Pkwy.

• Custom Aquariums
• Acrylic Fabrication 
• Quality Saltwater Fish Sales
• Quality Live Coral Sales 
• Aquarium Set-Up and Installation 
• Aquarium Maintenance 
• Custom Orders

www.glaquatics.com • Like us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/globalleaderaquatics

3759 FM 1488, Suite 500
The Woodlands, TX 77384

• Board Certifi ed ER doctors always on site.
• Same services as Hospital ER without the wait.
• On site CT, X-Ray, Lab & Ultrasound.
• Treatment for all major or minor emergencies.
• Quick access & affordable care; major insurances accepted.
• Direct admission and transfer to all local hospitals. 

• Board Certifi ed ER doctors always on site.
• Same services as Hospital ER without the wait.
• On site CT, X-Ray, Lab & Ultrasound.
• Treatment for all major or minor emergencies.
• Quick access & affordable care; major insurances accepted.

832.299.2500        www.priorityER.com

Free Gift CardFree Gift Card
With Patient Visit to Priority ER*With Patient Visit to Priority ER*

*some exclusions may apply. Only accepted at Woodlands 
and Katy locations. Expires 9-14-14

• Board Certifi ed ER doctors always on site.

 In 
 Case of
 emergency

24 Hours/ 7 days a week

Free Gift Card
Present this ad to receive
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CORRIDOR

936-273-5090
www.anytimefitness.com

Spotlight
Anytime Fitness

Spotlight
Herreras Mexican Kitchen & Bar

Anytime Fitness is true to its name by 
being open 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week. The facility has six treadmills, 
four elliptical machines, three stationary 
bikes, and a stair stepper. There is also a 
free-weight section, tanning booth, a fit-
ness room and fitness on request classes, 
where a video screen can be used to 
allow members to participate in classes. 
Members gain access to all locations 
after 30 days of membership.

“Whenever you sign up you get your 
own key card. Because the door is locked 
at all times, you scan it to come in,” 
manager A.J. Aljaafreh said. “We do have 
fitness on request, there is an 8 by 8 foot 
screen that comes down in the fitness 

Herreras Mexican Kitchen & Bar has 
been open for several months and special-
izes in Mexican food, such as bacon-
wrapped shrimp, stuffed avocados and 
fajita specials.

 Visitors are invited to take advan-
tage of the restaurant’s free event room, 
with advance reservation, and a smoke-
friendly outdoor patio.

“We have been here for three months, 
business has been growing very fast,” co-
owner Juan Herrera said in Spanish. “The 
strawberry special [is popular], it comes 
with fajitas, sausage, and three bacon-
wrapped with shrimp. I don’t know where 
[the employees] got the name, but it is 
very popular.”

The Windvale Center, which includes a mix of retail, 
dining, banking, service and health care businesses, 
is anchored by a Randalls grocery store. The center 
services The Woodlands residents who live in the 
northern end of the Township.

936-273-5466

Additional businesses within Windvale Center

Compiled by Jesse Mendoza

Retail

Randalls
936-321-2322
www.randalls.com

X
Dining

Shogun Japanese Grill & 
Sushi Bar
936-273-0023 • Ste. 195
www.shogungrill.com

Golden Chop Stick 
Chinese Restaurant
936-273-8878 • Ste. 80
www.goldenchopstickstx.com

Services

Pet Hospital 
936-273-5466 • Ste. 240
windvalepethospital.com

Classic Hair
936-321-2345 • Ste. 210

American Laser Centers
Ste. 200
www.americanlaser.com

Tweez Nailz & Zpa
936-273-8811 • Ste. 190
www.tweeznailz.com

MW Cleaners
281-321-9500 • Ste. 150
mwcleaners.com

TGF Haircutters
936-321-6000 • Ste. 110
www.tgfhairsalons.com

Regions Bank
800-734-4667
www.regions.com

Health Care

Smiles by Design Cosmetic 
and Family Dentistry
936-271-3500 • Ste. 230
www.gabrielpolodds.comMap not to scale

242

1488

Windvale Center
9420 College Park Drive, 
The Woodlands
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room and you can pick from different 
classes to do, shut the door and turn 
off the light. It is first come first serve, 
so it is a little bit more convenient than 
having to show up for a class at a certain 
time.”

The Personal Attention That You Deserve
Proudly serving Tomball, Magnolia, and The Woodlands
- Knowledgable in a wide range of rheumatologic conditions
- Caring and supportive treatment approach
- Timely response to patients
- In-of ce lab services and infusion therapy
- Hablamos Español

We Treat
- Rheumatoid Arthritis
- Lupus
- Sjogrens
- Gout
- Osteoarthritis
- Osteoporosis

ARH ADVANCED RHUEMATOLOGY
TAMAR F. BRIONEZ, M.D. CCD

of HOUSTON

WWW.ADVANCEDRHEUM.COM
(281) 766-7886
6707 Sterling Ridge, Suite C • The Woodlands, Texas 77382

Tamar F. Brionez, M.D., CCD
Board Certi ed Rheumatologist BEFORE AFTER

We Clean!
You Grill For Healthier, Safer Grilling

We Are Houston’s Premier 
Residential & Commercial

BBQ & Grill Cleaning Service! 
Our Jobs Are “Always Well Done!”

Any Cleaning
New customers. May not be 
combined with any other offer. 
Expires 9/30/14

BBQ Cleaning
Sir Sizzle

832.603.4349
SirSizzleBBQCleaning.com
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Spring, Klein ISDs plan for increased budgets, 
tax revenue for 2014–15 

Giammalva Racquet Club The Empty Glass 

SPRING/KLEIN Spring and Klein 
ISD officials are anticipating larger 
operating budgets and lower prop-
erty tax rates for district residents for 
the 2014–15 school year because of an 
increase in enrollment and a surge in 
each district’s home appraised val-
ues, school district officials said.

With more available funding, both dis-
tricts also plan to increase starting teacher 
salaries, provide raises for all district staff 
and hire new staff members.

The Spring ISD budget for the 2014–15 
school year was approved June 10, and the 
Klein ISD budget is expected to be final-
ized by the end of August, officials said. 

Officials from both districts said they 
anticipate a surge in revenue from prop-
erty taxes and overall district appraisal 
values because of the construction of the 
ExxonMobil campus in the Springwoods 
Village Development at I-45 and the 
Hardy Toll Road. An influx of new resi-
dents and businesses moving to the area 
could also contribute to the tax base. 

The SISD approved operating bud-
get for 2014–15 is $361.4 million, an 
8 percent increase compared with last 
year. With a rise in the district’s overall 
appraised value to the tune of $1.1 billion, 
the 2014–15 proposed property tax rate is 
expected to decrease 3 cents to $1.54 per 
$100 of valuation. 

The tax rate is expected to be final-
ized in September once certified tax rolls 
are collected from the Harris County 
Appraisal District. SISD Chief Financial 
Officer Christine Porter said a home-
owner with a home appraised at $200,000 
would save $60 with the new rate. 

 “I’d say between $30 and $60 would 
be a typical savings for homeowners, and 
if you get into commercial [properties], 
they have a lot higher value,” Porter said.

Despite rising operating budgets in 
recent years, SISD’s enrollment has held 
relatively steady, with a 1 percent increase 
expected in 2014–15, Porter said.  
Full story by Liza Winkler

TOMBALL  Wine is more than 
the drink of choice for Dana Kelly, 
owner of The Empty Glass, in Tom-
ball—it is her passion. She said she 
has spent a decade developing an 
appreciation for and cultivating knowl-
edge of the fermented beverage.

After numerous trips to wineries in the 
Texas Hill Country and Napa Valley in 
California, Dana said she had a desire to 
share her love, knowledge and passion of 
wine with others.

“I love wine and am somewhat of a 
wine connoisseur—just without the 
degree,” said Dana, a Tomball native. “I 
enjoy meeting new people and talking 
about wine, and there was really nowhere 
to do that in Tomball.”

On a spring afternoon in 2012 at the 
Tomball German Festival, an oppor-
tunity presented itself to Dana and her 
Magnolia-native husband, Michael. The 
couple noticed an old barn that was for 
lease nestled between Nonnie’s Soda 
Fountain and the former Snookie’s Fish 
Camp location across from the Tomball 
Historic Depot Plaza that was for lease. 
The property owners wanted to fill the 
space with a wine bar, Dana said.

“We were at the right place at the right 
time, and it just worked out,” she said. 

SPRING/KLEIN for the quality of 
its beginners programs, Giammalva 
Racquet Club has trained young play-
ers from the first time they pick up a 
tennis racket into collegiate athletes 
who receive scholarships with hopes 
of playing professionally someday. 

“I think our kids programming really 
sets us apart,” owner Sammy Giammalva 
Jr. said. “We have quality staff, we offer 
the smaller ratios so that kids progress a 
lot faster, and the interest in the game is 
nurtured.”

Giammalva praised the quality of 
young tennis players trained at his club, 
citing the Capsher Texas Grand Slam 
in June where 26 of the club’s athletes 
played and performed well. The owner 
said many of those players first picked up 
the game years ago at Giammalva, and 
said its beginners programs are the club’s 
greatest strength. 

The instructors focus on interactive 
drills with athletes and provide a variety 
of programs for them during the year. 

“Most parents bring their kids in; and 
they want their kids to have fun; they 
want them to like it,” Giammalva said. 
“They want them to improve; and they 
want a good environment.”

The club reaches out to thousands of 
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104 Market St., 
Tomball • 832-698-4722 
www.theemptyglass.com
Hours: Tue.–Thu. 3–10 p.m., Fri.–Sat. noon–
11 p.m., Sun. noon–6 p.m.

TOP STORIES

Tomball pursues funding for improvements to 
FM 2920
TOMBALL  The city of Tomball is 
pursuing infrastructure improvements 
to FM 2920—the city’s major east-west 
thoroughfare—as well as building and 
planning for alternative east-west cor-
ridors designed to increase mobility and 
reduce congestion through out the city.

“We are going to try and do what we 
can to increase access to our businesses 
and our residents and enhance mobility 
so people can get in and around town 
and also through town,” said Rob Hauck, 
Tomball police chief and assistant city 
manager. “We have people trying to 
traverse our city who are stopping at our 
businesses and schools, but there are oth-
ers who are simply using our roads to try 
and get through or move around within 
our city and can’t do so easily.”

Not only does the continued rise in 
population and traffic counts require 
an improved road infrastructure, it also 
makes the region ripe for rapid develop-
ment, according to local officials and 
developers.

Tomball’s east side along FM 2920 is 
an area of town that has long remained 
undeveloped and dormant. The area is 
especially primed for retail and commer-
cial growth in the next few years similar 
to what is in place in the western portion 
of the city along FM 2920 near Hwy. 249, 
said Rodney Hutson, founder of the Hut-
son Group, a Tomball development com-
pany that owns a number of properties in 
the city, mainly in Old Town Tomball.

“The east side of Tomball along FM 
2920 typically was not much to look at, 
but it’s going to become a very popular 
corridor with future retail and com-
mercial development,” Hutson said. “You 
are starting to see more development 
out that way, and it’s not there yet, but in 
the next three to five years it will be. As 
that area starts to mature and grow and 
reaches that critical mass, it’s going to 
be a snowball effect where development 
follows population growth.”  
Full story by David Pollan

students at local school districts—includ-
ing Klein ISD—through assemblies held 
each year that provide a curriculum for 
physical education teachers to teach ten-
nis to students. 

However, the club is not just for grade-
school tennis players. It provides a wide 
array of adult programs and social activi-
ties as well. 
Full story by Matt Stephens

“It took me twisting my husband’s arm 
a little, but we decided to go ahead and 
lease out the space.”

Dana’s love and knowledge of wine 
paired with Michael’s business acumen 
helped the couple lay the groundwork 
for Tomball’s first wine bar, she said. 
Michael and some friends handcrafted 
the wooden furniture pieces now found 
in The Empty Glass.  
Full story by David Pollan
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         Sir W
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16400 Sir William Drive, 
Spring • 281-370-5801
www.giammalva.com 
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.–9 p.m.,  
Sat.–Sun. 8:30 a.m.–7 p.m.
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Builders announced for Bridgeland’s 
upcoming Hidden Creek development

Gratzi Century-old shooting tells tale of Wild West 
lifestyle in Old Town Spring 

Northwest Assistance Ministries 

CY-FAIR Construction is underway 
at Bridgeland’s Hidden Creek neigh-
borhood, with developer Howard 
Hughes Corp. announcing the site 
plan and builders at a June 26 event.

At roughly 580 acres, Hidden Creek 
will be the largest neighborhood in 
Bridgeland to date. As the final piece of 
Lakeland Village, the neighborhood will 
feature 1,000 new homesites from build-
ers such as Perry Homes, Ryland Homes, 
Taylor Morrison and Village Builders. 
The overall master plan for developing 
Bridgeland’s 11,000 acres involves four 
villages, which will all be linked by a 
town center.

Several Perry homes are already avail-
able in Chacon Creek, the first section 
within Hidden Creek to see construc-
tion. Peter Houghton, vice president 
of master-planned communities with 
Howard Hughes, said more homes are on 
the way. Homes are expected to range in 
price from $250,000 to $1 million.

“All in all, we’re talking 10 different 
builders and 13 different price points,” 
Houghton said, referring to the eight 
builders at Hidden Creek and two more 
finishing off the Lakeland Heights neigh-
borhood. “I believe Village [Builders] is 
going to be up next week with their first 
starts. You’re going to see starts in these 
sections ramping up over the course of 
this summer.”

Bridgeland developers said that every 
house within the community is no far-
ther than a quarter mile from a park or 
green space, with plans for Hidden Creek 
to continue this trend, Houghton said.

The 140-acre Josey Lake travels 3 miles 
along the perimeter of Hidden Creek and 
will feature a fishing pier, bird-watching 
tower and boardwalk. The 20-acre 
Lakeland Village Park will be located off 
Josey Lake by the future Noelke Creek. It 
will feature a dog park, basketball court, 
canoe launch and a skate park. 
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

SPRING/KLEIN Next April will 
mark the 100th anniversary of one of 
the darkest days in Old Town Spring’s 
history: the shooting of Precinct 7 
Constable W. Clinton Harless. 

During the evening hours of April 14, 
1915,  Harless was walking the streets 
of Old Town Spring serving an arrest 
warrant for Louis Utley, a suspect on the 
run who was accused of a burglary in 
Montgomery County. 

Hoping to evade law enforcement, 
Utley sought asylum in a relative’s home 
in Spring. 

After Harless served Utley’s war-
rant, the alleged burglar requested time 
to grab some effects inside the home 
for the trek back to the Montgomery 
County Jail, according to the “History of 
Constables” page on the Harris County 
Precinct 4 Constable’s website. 

However, Utley took advantage of the 
situation, found a rifle and fired a shot at 
Harless, who was struck on the left side 
of his neck. The bullet severely damaged 
one of his vertebra and was left lodged on 
the opposite side of his neck.   
Full story by Jay R. Jordan

SPRING/KLEIN  Richard White has 
poured more than 30 years of experi-
ence and passion into Gratzi Italian 
Restaurant. A restaurateur who said he 
has held every job in the restaurant busi-
ness, White designed more than just the 
menu. He even designed the floor plan. 

“[Cooking] is my craft, and it’s gotten 
to the point where I’m doing the interior 
designing and the decorating,” White 
said. “I actually drew the floor plan on 
graph paper using each little square as one 
square foot and gave it to a draftsman.”

White constructs dishes using recipes 
he has developed through the course of 
a long career spent working with Italian 
food. He serves traditional Italian favor-
ites such as fettuccine Alfredo, lasagna, 
and spaghetti and meatballs. But White 
also offers specials that have become cus-
tomer favorites, such as chicken Romano.  

The chef and owner said he takes special 
care with every dish, whether it is bread 
made from scratch or tiramisu crafted 
with homemade spongecake. 

“I give the same effort into a cheese 
pizza as I do to a $27 rib-eye steak,” White 
said. “It’s the same effort, so to me they’re 
all equally the same and equally as good. 
Each dish I make is as good as the next.”

Gratzi’s pizzas are among the 

SPRING/KLEIN One 
of the largest nonprofit 
organizations in the region, 
Northwest Assistance 
Ministries was formed 
in 1983 when 10 church 
congregations pooled their 
resources in response to 
the oil and gas down-
turn brought about by 
international oil glut.

“[The congregations] 
were being overwhelmed 
with requests for food and 
rent,” NAM Executive Director Carole 
Little said. “The concept of the minis-
try came out of the graduate school of 
social work at the University of Houston 
and was mapped out on a napkin.”

The original ministry included a food 
pantry, resale store and had one paid 
staff member, Little said. 

Today NAM is supported by more 
than 50 congregations, has between 79 
and 85 employees based on need and 
nearly 3,000 volunteers, she said. It 
supports 20 ZIP codes inhabited by 1.5 

million people.
NAM is a nonprofit social service 

organization aimed at supplying basic 
needs to north and northwest Harris 
County. All of the programs are focused 
on meeting people’s needs and fam-
ily stabilization through food, shelter, 
education, transportation and primary 
health care.

“Surprisingly we have a number of 
families that are on the brink of home-
lessness,” Little said. 
Full story by Christine Hall
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DEVELOPMENT NONPROFIT

 Kuykendahl Rd.

2920

TC Jester Blvd.

6334 FM 2920, Ste. 110,
Spring • 281-376-4800
www.gratziitalian.com 
Hours: Mon.–Thu. 11 a.m.–2 p.m., 5–8:30 
p.m.; Fri. 11 a.m.–2 p.m., 5–9 p.m.;  
Sat. 5-9 p.m., Closed Sundays

restaurant’s more popular dishes, he said. 
White said the variety of pizzas and cal-
zones served are cooked in a brick pizza 
oven and topped with a homemade pizza 
sauce that includes celery, onion, garlic 
and cabernet sauvignon wine. 

“Between the sauce and the pizza, we 
could probably just serve those things and 
we’d be fine,” he said.  
Full story by David Pollan
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governing authority of The 
Woodlands Township. 

Montgomery County Precinct 
3 Commissioner James Noack 
said county authorities have lit-
tle control over what land gets 
developed or the type of develop-
ments that are planned.

“We can’t tell a developer what 
to put on their land,” he said. 
“There’s not a lot of power that 
we have to force developers to do 
anything, really.”

Noack said his office does work 
closely with many developers 
looking to build projects in south 
Montgomery County. He said his 
office will often work with devel-
opers to solve infrastructure and 

road issues.
Jim Holcomb, president of 

Holcomb Properties, which has 
developed communities like 
Imperial Oaks and The Falls at 
Imperial Oaks, said he has often 
funded road projects designed to 
improve mobility in areas along 
Rayford Road.

“The developers really can’t 
receive any help from the county,” 
Holcomb said. “So developers 
have to go fund [road projects] 
themselves, sometimes with 
the help of federal programs. 
But [government agencies] are 
stretched with their own bud-
gets. There’s not a whole lot of 
money left.”

Traffic concerns
Paul Cote, president of the Ray-

ford Road Civic Association, an 

Development
Continued from | 1

1977
The Village of 
Panther Creek 
opens

1974
The Woodlands, 
and the Village of 
Grogan’s Mill, opens

1976
McCullough High 
School opens

1984 
The Village of 
Indian Springs 
opens

1990  
The Cynthia 
Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion opens

1982
The Research 
Forest is 
established

1985
“The Last Annual Bottom of 
the Lake Festival” marks the 
opening of Lake Woodlands

1993  
The Woodlands 
Town Center is 
announced

1983
Investment in The 
Woodlands reaches 
$1 billion

1986 
The South 
Montgomery County 
YMCA opens
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The population of Woodlands villages have 
grown by different rates over the years. 

The Woodlands area has seen more than a dozen commercial and 
residential developments announced in the past two years. 

1990-19991980-1989

• 80,000-square-
foot, four-story 
office

• Class A office space
• Black Forest 

Ventures

• 66 acres
• 11 office buildings
• Retail, dining,  

multi-family housing
• The Woodlands 

Development Co.

• 150 acres
• 500+ new homes
• Johnson Develop-

ment Company

• 156 acres
• Homes ranging 

from $600,000 to 
the millions

• Gracepoint Homes

• 75 acres
• Office, retail space
• High-end residential 

homes
• PinPoint Commercial 

Development
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POPULATION CHANGE 

BY DECADES
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Source: The Woodlands Development Company

TOTAL POPULATION CHANGE: +28,973TOTAL POPULATION CHANGE: +19,886

*Located within The Woodlands

S E R V I C E S
CUSTOM COLOR CHANGES/ADDITIONS

SAME DAY SERVICE
TWO DAY FREE TRIAL

DECORATING ASSISTANCE
FRAMING/MIRRORS

2 7 5 1 0  I 4 5  N O R T H | O A K  R I D G E  N O R T H ,  T X  7 7 3 8 5
( N E X T  T O  O F F I C E  D E P O T )

2 8 1 . 2 9 2 . 0 4 9 8

OVER 3,000 ORIGINAL OIL PAINTINGS, 
FRAMES & MIRRORS

ARTOUTLETWOODLANDS.COM

H O U R S :  M O N D AY- S AT U R D AY  1 0 A M - 5 P M
O T H E R  T I M E S  B Y  A P P O I N T M E N T
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1995 
LSC-
Montgomery 
College opens

2000  
The Village 
of College 
Park opens

2007 
The Village 
of Creekside 
Park opens

1996 
The Woodlands 
High School 
opens

2002 
The Woodlands Waterway 
Marriott Hotel & 
Convention Center opens

2013 
The Hughes Landing 
development is 
announced

1994 
The Village of Alden 
Bridge and The 
Woodlands Mall opens

1999 
The Village 
of Sterling 
Ridge opens

2004 
Market Street and 
The Woodlands 
Waterway opens
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W
oodlands Pkwy. 

K
uy

ke
nd

ah
l R

d
. 

G
o

sl
in

g 
R

d
. 

G
rogan’s M

ill Rd.

C
ollege Park Dr. 

Research Forest Dr. 

W
oodlands Pkwy. 

K
uy

ke
nd

ah
l R

d
. 

G
o

sl
in

g 
R

d
. 

Lake Woodlands Dr.  

G
rogan’s M

ill Rd.

Alden 
Bridge

College 
Park 

Cochran’s 
Crossing

Creekside

Sterling 
Ridge

Indian 
Springs

Carlton 
Woods

Carlton 
Woods

Panther 
Creek 

Grogan’s 
Mill 

Town 
Center

Map not to scale

45

1488

1488

Research 
Forest Dr.

C
ollege Park Dr. 

Research Forest Dr. 

W
oodlands Pkwy. 

K
uy

ke
nd

ah
l R

d
. 

G
o

sl
in

g 
R

d
. 

Lake Woodlands Dr. 

G
rogan’s M

ill Rd.

C
ollege Park Dr. 

Research Forest Dr. 

W
oodlands Pkwy. 

K
uy

ke
nd

ah
l R

d
. 

G
o

sl
in

g 
R

d
. 

Lake Woodlands Dr. 

G
rogan’s M

ill Rd.

Alden 
Bridge

College 
Park 

Cochran’s 
Crossing

Creekside

Sterling 
Ridge

Indian 
Springs

Carlton 
Woods

Carlton 
Woods

Panther 
Creek 

Grogan’s 
Mill 

Town 
Center

Map not to scale

45

1488

1488

Research 
Forest Dr.

organization representing resi-
dents east of I-45, said the result-
ing traffic that recent development 
has brought is the main concern 
of residents in the unincorporated 
Montgomery County area.

“The increased growth in the 
area continues to stress existing 
infrastructure,” Cote said. “The 
area needs new access roads con-
necting north, south, east and 
west in and out of the area east of 
I-45 to help relieve congestion.”

An April 2013 traffic study con-
ducted by The Woodlands Devel-
opment Company and Atkins 
Engineering revealed significant 
increases in traffic since 2011 at 
many of the most traveled thor-
oughfares in The Woodlands.

Welbes and Sutton said plans 
for addressing the growth the 
community is experiencing 

have long been in place. Those 
plans included setting land aside 
along major thoroughfares such 
as Woodlands Parkway and 
Research Forest Drive for future 
lane expansions.

“We planned for today’s real-
ity,” Welbes said. “The road 
widths are there. Those road 
improvements would be rela-
tively easy to install when fund-
ing is secured. We have [planned] 
for the growth and made the 
capacity of size to exist.”

To solve transportation chal-
lenges, Leakey said area leaders 
and developers should form not 
only local partnerships but also 
work with regional entities in 
coming up with new concepts.

“This area has not done that 
historically, and still isn’t,” Leakey 
said. “We can’t think of just The 

Woodlands, Shenandoah or Har-
ris County, we have to think of 
the whole region. People are 
resistant to that.”

Land clearing
The environmental effect of the 

many new commercial and resi-
dential developments in the area 
is the clearing of large expanses of 
trees, a by-product of growth that 
troubles some residents. 

In the 2012 survey of Wood-
lands residents, 4 percent of those 
polled said developers should 
stop cutting down trees in order 
to improve The Woodlands.

“I remain very concerned 
about the clear-cutting [of trees],” 
Leakey said. “The Development 
Company won’t change their 
approach to that. They are still 
putting up first-rate properties, 

but they still won’t be as good as 
trees.”

According to the Development 
Company, there are 3,600 acres of 
open spaces and 1,780 acres of for-
est preserves in The Woodlands. 

Sutton and Welbes said The 
Woodlands Development Com-
pany has maintained its stan-
dards for preserving open spaces, 
vegetation and forests since its 
establishment. 

Those standards are estab-
lished through covenants and 
are applicable to any company 
building projects on land owned 
by the Development Company, 
whether it is the Development 
Company or another entity 
doing the building, they said.

“[Vegetation requirements] 
have not changed,” Sutton said. 
“I’ve been here 20 years, and I 

have heard [the concern about 
cutting down trees] every time 
we start something new.”

Sutton does acknowledge 
the greenery restrictions were 
changed for development in 
Town Center, where the densest 
development in The Woodlands 
has occurred with commercial, 
retail and residential projects.

“We’ve created the Town Cen-
ter, which is an urban area and a 
desirable place to be,” he said. “But 
when we moved into [the Village 
of] Alden Bridge, the [vegetation] 
doesn’t look any different.”

Susan Catts, who moved to 
The Woodlands in 1992, said she 
believes the image of The Wood-
lands could change with recent 
development.

“Unfortunately, it seems The 
Woodlands Development Com-
pany may never be done here,” 
she said. “Residents are forced 
to live in an area filled with con-
stant road and building con-
struction, which disrupt and 
slow down our daily commutes, 
as well as personal activities, as 
we sit in traffic generated by the 
overdevelopment. The woods are 
sacrificed for economic growth.”

Woodlands residents will be 
able to again voice their thoughts 
on development in the commu-
nity and various other subject 
matters through a new survey 
that is now being distributed by 
the township. 

According to the township, 
Woodlands residents are being 
surveyed via home telephone, 
cell phone, email or mail.

For more information about 
the survey, visit www.thewood-
landstownship-tx.gov.

What concerns you the most about recent 
development projects in The Woodlands area?

Take the poll online at  
impactnews.com/wdl-poll

2000-2009 2010-2013

The Shape Of Behavior
26315 Oak Ridge Dr • The Woodlands, TX 77380

Ph# 832.358.2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

The Shape Of BehaviorAutism Services and Behavior Therapy

 Communication 

 Socialization

 Self-Help Skills

 Academics and Behavior Problems Academics and Behavior Problems

FREE 
Shape it Trainings 

Trainings focused on ABA*
and behavior intervention strategies

*ABA Therapy Clinic and we have been in business since 2000. 

Our Board Certifi ed Behavior Analysts (BCBA) have develop 
an individualized program. We offer an array of services 
such as in-clinic treatment, social skills training, in-school 

shadowing programs, parent trainings, and play  groups.

TOTAL POPULATION CHANGE: +10,746TOTAL POPULATION CHANGE: +29,145
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Senior care
Continued from | 1

client population has grown 
younger, averaging about 85 years 
of age. Additionally, she said 
within about 90 days, the num-
ber of clients have grown from 25 
residents to 34.

 “One of the things we try to 
do is work with the families to 
provide the care they are getting 
in their home and try to mirror 
image their same routine,” Hogan 
said. “Things like schedules 
help slow down the process of 
dementia.” 

Avanti at Vision Park is one of 
two senior care facilities seeking 
approval from the city of Shenan-
doah for development. The facil-
ity would be located within Vision 
Park, which was developed as a 
medical base district that includes 
two hospitals, medical offices and 
the new Kelsey Seybold Clinic 
that is now under construction, 
said Shenandoah City Manager 
Greg Smith.

The area immediately sur-
rounding Memorial Hermann 
The Woodlands Hospital is 
another sector with a large con-
centration of medical facilities, 
Smith said. 

“By Memorial Hermann, there 
are several medical office build-
ings in the city and out of the city 
[of Shenandoah] that are also 
in [The Woodlands] Township,” 
Smith said. “I think the area by 
the hospital was somewhat a con-
certed effort, but any time that 
you put a hospital in the immedi-
ate area around the hospital tends 
to [be developed as] medical use.”

Senior needs
Six year ago, Acive, 68, moved 

into TangleBrush Villa, an 
affordable housing apartment 
community for senior citizens in 
The Woodlands. She previously 
lived in Magnolia and moved to 
the complex so that she could 
live in a clean air environment 
while recovering from collapsed 

SENIOR CARE 
NEEDS PROVIDED 
BY LOCAL 
AGENCIES

Interfaith of The Woodlands coordinates 
revitalization programs where volunteers 
help seniors maintain their homes by 
mowing lawns, building fences and other 
home-based projects.

COMMUNITY 
REVITALIZATION

FOOD BANKS

TRANSPORTATION
The Friendship Center and Interfaith 
of The Woodlands each provide 
transportation services for seniors 
who need help getting to medical 
appointments, to run errands and 
participate in social activities. 

MEALS ON WHEELS

The Friendship Center volunteers 
deliver daily meals to qualifying seniors 
throughout Montgomery County. 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
The Woodlands residents have access 
to several affordable housing options, 
including Americans with Disabilities 
Act compliant apartment complexes that 
adjust rent based on available income.

SOCIALIZATION

The South County Community Center, 
located at 2235 Lake Robbins Drive in 
The Woodlands, offers social events to 
keep seniors active, including Bingo, 
Nintendo Wii, karaoke and movie days.

The Friendship Center has partnered with 
the Montgomery County Food Bank to 
deliver extra food to clients to help them 
get through the weekends. Similarly, 
Interfaith offers a food bank as well.

$$$$

CRISIS ASSISTANCE
Interfaith of The Woodlands provides 
crisis assistance to seniors in need, 
which may include gas vouchers, 
shelter and utility assistance.

MEDICAL SUPPLIES
Interfaith of The Woodlands often 
provides medical supplies such as 
wheelchairs, crutches and scooters to 
seniors with financial need.

MEDICAL CARE

Memorial Hermann The Woodlands 
Hospital CEO Josh Urban recommends 
continuous visits and collaboration with 
primary care physicians to address 
medical needs.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT 
GROUPS

Both agencies offer programs for 
caregivers, who must deal with the 
stress of providing for their loved ones, 
manage disabilities, and learn about 
available resources.

Sources: The Friendship Center, Interfaith of The Woodlands, Memorial Hermann The Woodlands Hospital

To meet the growing demand for senior 
care, seniors need what The Friendship 
Center refers to as strategically placed 
helping hand services: hot meals, 
transportation services, caregiving 
services and homemaker services. 

boomer population gets older.”
The Friendship Center, which 

services county seniors ages 60 
and older who have physical 
disabilities, is not able to meet 
the demand for senior services 
because of fiscal limitations, exec-
utive director Allison Hulett said. 
The center serves about 500 trans-
portation clients and about 800 
Meals on Wheels clients per year.

“Clearly that is not the need in 
the county—we don’t really know 
the need in the county,” Hulett 
said. “The need is way greater 
than what we are able to serve.” 

Senior developments
To help meet the needs of the 

growing senior population, at 
least nine senior care providers 
ranging from assisted living facili-
ties to senior day cares to hospices 
have opened in The Woodlands 
area since 2010.

SarahCare Adult Daycare, 
which opened its second Texas 
location in The Woodlands in 
March, came to the area largely 
due to a booming population and 
a lack of adult day care facilities 
in Montgomery County, execu-
tive director Lisa Suarez said. 
SarahCare provides medical care, 
nutritional needs and coordinates 
activities for seniors.

“There is no adult day care in this 
area, so we decided to open one,” 
Suarez said. “There are a lot of peo-
ple here who work and [are experi-
encing] what we call the ‘sandwich’ 
for care: they take care of their chil-
dren and also their parents.”

Autumn Leaves of The Wood-
lands, an assisted living medi-
cal care community, opened in 
August 2010 and serves Alzheim-
er’s disease patients and other 
types of dementia. Marketing 
director Abby Hogan said their 

THE FRIENDSHIP CENTER 
1202 Callahan Avenue 
Conroe • 936-756-5828 
www.thefriendshipcenter.com

INTERFAITH OF THE WOODLANDS 
4242 Interfaith Way  
The Woodlands • 281-367-1230 
www.woodlandsinterfaith.org

CONTACT  
INFORMATION

We care for:
Frailty & Physical Dependence
Memory Impairment
Stroke and Parkinson’s
Chronic Diseases
Isolation and Depression

Lisa Suarez
Executive Director & Co-Owner
281-419-3600

281-361-7000

mlisas1019@gmail.com

157 Nursery Road • The Woodlands, TX 77380    •    www.sarahcare.com/woodlands
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Our Services:
Healthcare • Day Center 

Personal Care 
Versatile Activity Program

157 Nursery Road • The Woodlands, TX 77380    •    www.sarahcare.com/woodlands
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Proper education, stress management, and dealing with feelings of guilt 
can be difficult hurdles for people providing care for aging relatives, local 
experts said.

In order to provide resources to this oft-forgotten group, Interfaith of The 
Woodlands hosts caregiver conferences and networking meetings where 
caregivers can learn about available senior services in the area, president 
and CEO Ann Snyder said.

“So if you are taking care of your grandfather and he starts having 
dementia, you might not be as familiar as you need to be as he continues 
to age,” Snyder said. “So this is a wonderful workshop and at no cost. Our 
networking is something that we hold monthly.”

Similarly, The Friendship Center organizes programs for family members 
who often experience guilt associated with managing their own lives while 
caring for their relatives, social worker Michelle Williams said.

“There is guilt of having to give up their lives to take care of 
their parents or their spouse,” Williams said. “Then there 
is the guilt involved with losing their patience with them 
or their frustration with wishing they could do more for 
them. A lot of it [is that] they have to get the education 
to know what is out there because a lot of people don’t 
understand what services are available. They think 
that everything is going to be paid for by Medicare or 
Medicaid, and I have to explain to them that a lot of it 
comes out of their pocket.”

CARING FOR THE CARETAKERS

As demand for elderly care services continues to increase in The 
Woodlands area, and throughout the state and nation, the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services, a federal agency, has proposed a Medicare 
payment cut of about $58 million to home health agencies in 2015.

The cuts could mean elderly patients turn to the emergency room for 
treatment, which in the end may result in an increase in cost because those 
patients often take many different medications and suffer from a multitude 
of health issues, such as congestive heart failure, diabetes, amyotrophia, 
and renal disease, Texas Medical Association president-elect Dr. Tom Garcia 
said.

“Now you are going to have access problems. Suddenly your 
grandmother, who used to have home health care, [is] going to have to cut 
back the services,” Garcia said. “We can’t go to the doctor’s offices because 
they are packed, so there is no longer a place to go except the emergency 
room, which is actually going to increase the cost in my opinion.”

The issue is exacerbated because physicians themselves have seen little 
to no growth in Medicare payments in recent decades, which Garcia said 
creates a hospital incentive to treat elderly patients and send 
them to nursing facilities, rehabilitation facilities and home 
health care agencies to fill the care gap. 

“It is extremely complex,” Garcia said. “And 
the unfortunate thing, in my opinion, is that 
CMS makes these decisions and where is 
the doctor input on this.”

MEDICARE CUTS TO HOME 
HEALTH SERVICES

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

“I use the transportation 
services, that is 
wonderful. When I need 
to go to the doctor or 
the stores, I call them 
and they come and pick 
me up. I may ride with 
them on another ride to 
let them know I am just 
enjoying myself.”

—Acive, The Friendship Center client

lungs. The facility is one of four 
Americans with Disabilities Act-
compliant apartments that cater 
specifically to seniors who live on 
a fixed income in The Woodlands, 
according to The Friendship 
Center. 

Tangle Brush Villa accommo-
dates any disabilities a resident 
may have, costs about 30 percent 
of the resident’s income, and often 
adjusts rent based on out-of-
pocket medical expenses.

“A lot of our residents are 
elderly widows on fixed incomes, 
so they don’t have the two incomes 
coming in to help their living 
expenses,” said Mary Moore, ser-
vice coordinator for the elderly at 
Tangle Brush Villa. “It is afford-
able and accessible.” 

Like many area senior citizens, 
Acive lives on limited social secu-
rity income, manages medical 
expenses, and deals with physi-
cal limitations. To overcome her 
obstacles, she utilizes community 
services, including the help of 
nonprofit organizations, a live-
in caregiver and continuous care 
from health care providers. 

One of the biggest challenges 
facing seniors is adjusting to a lim-
ited income from Social Security 
payments, Hulett said. A portion 
of the Montgomery County Afri-
can-American senior community 

in particular, who Hulett said 
often worked for cash payment in 
their middle ages, receive smaller 
Social Security reimbursements 
than average.

While many local seniors reside 
in their homes—many of which 
have already been paid for—they 
rely on outside help for mainte-
nance and upkeep due to physi-
cal limitations, said Ann Snyder, 
Interfaith of The Woodlands pres-
ident and CEO.

Nonprofits like The Friend-
ship Center and Interfaith of The 
Woodlands offer transportation 
services for seniors to medical 
appointments, errands or social 
events such as bingo night or 
Nintendo Wii day at the South 
Montgomery County Commu-
nity Center.

“Our whole focus with seniors 
is wellness and care,” Snyder 
said.  “People who are on a fixed 
income [may] no longer have the 
accessibility to a car, or are able to 
transport themselves. [Transpor-
tation services] help them remain 
socially active as well as having the 
opportunity to get to their medical 
appointments, personal appoint-
ments, as well as the grocery store, 
retail and social activities.”

Because many seniors are not 
able to afford or prepare nutri-
tionally balanced meals, The 

Friendship Center, along with 
180 volunteers, also operates the 
county’s Meals on Wheels pro-
gram, Hulett said. To bridge the 
weekend gap for those who only 
qualify for weekday meal deliver-
ies, the center partnered with the 
Montgomery County Food Bank 
to deliver a bag of groceries on 
Fridays to participating seniors. 
Interfaith of The Woodlands also 
provides food pantry services.

While The Friendship Center 
maintains a Meals on Wheels 
program waiting list that hovers 
between 60 to 100 people at any 
given time, and receives about 40 
new client requests for transpor-
tation per month, the center is 
unable to expand services because 
of a need for volunteers and fund-
ing, Hulett said. 

“We can always use more vol-
unteers,” Hulett said. “As a non-
profit you are always looking for 
donations beyond the federal 
funding, which is pretty limited. 
We are doing our budget right 
now; my finance committee calls 
it cliff running. We are basically 
down to nothing near the end of 
the month.”

10200 Grogan's Mill Road, Suite 340 | The Woodlands, TX | 77380 
(281) 298-2700 Offi ce | (281) 298-2760 Fax | (877) 824-4299 Toll Free

www.chjwealthmanagement.com

Stop in for a visit and let us get you on the right path!

• Independent Investment Management designed 
to protect and grow your wealth

• Located in The Woodlands
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Market Data provided by 
Haley Garcia

Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

REAL ESTATE

Imperial Oaks is a 1,400-acre master-planned 
community on Rayford Road in Spring, just 
east of The Woodlands. Homes range from 
the $90,000s to the $600,000s and featured 
homebuilders include David Weekley Homes, 
Lennar Homes and Plantation Homes.

The community features more than 150 acres 
of recreational amenities including five parks 
and three nature preserves. 

The Imperial Oaks neighborhood is served by 
a Signature Kroger shopping center. 

Imperial Oaks

31714 E. Vista Lake Lane $599,990

5 Bedroom/ 3 Full & 1 Half Bath 4,061 sq.ft.
Agent: John Bily, Partners in Building 
713-937-1121

3427 Avalon Spring Lane $259,990

4 Bedroom/ 2 & 1 Half Bath                 2,476 sq.ft.
Agent: Johnny Schiro, Icon Real Estate
281-459-0117

31403 Linden Springs Court $319,000 

4 Bedroom/ 3 & 1 Half Bath                 3,141 sq.ft.
Agent: Kenneth Brown, Texas Select Property Group
832-655-4999 

31331 Whispering Oaks  $384,000

4-5 Bedroom/ 4 Full Bath  3,810 sq.ft.
Agent: Pamela Harris, Keller Williams Realty
832-326-4374

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of May 2014

Square footage: 1,278–4,426

Home values: $90,000–$463,336

Amenities: Soccer fields, 9-acre sports complex 
used by Imperial Oaks youth teams, tennis courts, 
basketball court, swimming pools, playgrounds, 
picnic pavilions, volleyball, 43-acre park preserves 
a natural wooded area, greenbelt trails.

Schools: Kaufman Elementary, Birnham 
Elementary, Vogel Intermediate, Irons Intermediate, 
York Intermediate, Cox Intermediate, Oak Ridge 
High School

Property taxes (in dollars): 
Emergency Svc Dist 8 0.0960 
Montgomery County 0.4838 
Montgomery County Hospital Dist. 0.0727 
Lone Star College 0.1160 
Conroe ISD 1.2850 
 
Total (per $100 value) $2.0535

57

Homes on 
the market*

$5,463

Median annual 
property taxes

$259,990

Median 
home value

52

Average days 
on the market*

47

Homes under 
contract*

$99.65

Median price 
per square foot

Market Data
On the market  (July 2014)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or less 7/36 2/3 – 2/2 13/43 11/24 8/47

$150,000–$199,999 9/48 7/16 1/5 1/251 23/31 50/36 5/20

$200,000–$299,999 11/37 21/29 22/20 11/51 32/46 85/40 49/43

$300,000–$399,999 2/51 16/51 34/32 30/55 19/78 50/78 70/55

$400,000–$499,999 5/64 21/38 21/29 18/46 9/80 17/88 51/55

$500,000–$599,999 4/63 19/42 21/40 6/70 – 21/106 26/80

$600,000–$799,999 10/69 14/56 29/46 11/51 1/110 27/70 62/92

$800,000–$999,999 6/202 5/71 16/82 1/39 – 18/105 28/85

$1 million + 19/113 22/73 44/104 – – 14/107 41/145

77385

77386

77384

77381

7738077389

77382

1488

45

heritagetexas.com

10 Crystal Canyon Pl.
The Woodlands | $715,000

70 EaglE MEad Pl. 
The Woodlands | $365,000

27727 gEnEva Hills
spring Trails | $335,000

New Listi
ng!

For more information on these listings call:
HALEY GARCIA

Broker Associate
281.701.6174

New Listi
ng!

New Listi
ng!

Price 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

Median price of homes sold  July 2013 vs.  July 2014 
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TURNING THE UNPLEASANT 
MISFORTUNE OF AN ACCIDENT INTO A 
PLEASANT EXPERIENCE IS OUR GOAL.

FREE ESTIMATES
& SHUTTLE SERVICE7

On Site Rental Cars And Shuttle Service
I-45 North @ Louetta Just 2 Miles North Of 1960 • 800-254-0216 

FredHaasToyota.com

CypresswoodCypresswood

LouettaLouetta

FM1960FM1960
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See Dealer for Complete Details.  Not valid with any other o�er.

#1 Claims based on Total Retail Sales, GST 2013 YTD.

10% OFF
PLUS FREE RENTAL CAR
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CERTIFIED COLLISION
CENTER REPAIR

FREDHAASTOYOTA.COM  •  I-45 NORTH @ LOUETTA 2 MILES NORTH OF 1960  •  800-254-0216
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