
Health care ranks in the top five of consumer spending 
categories within a 10-mile radius of The Woodlands.
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New facilities, expansions offer 
users more options close to home

Health care becoming more accessible to 
residents of The Woodlands area

Lone Star College System offers oil and gas drilling training to fill in-demand jobs.

By Jesse Mendoza
Health care providers are investing mil-

lions of dollars to provide greater accessibility 
to Woodlands-area residents as they work to 
meet the demands of a growing population. 

The September 2013 announcement of a 

new Texas Children’s Hospital campus, a new 
Kelsey-Seybold clinic, as well as the expan-
sion of the Memorial Hermann The Wood-
lands and St. Luke’s The Woodlands hospi-
tals, are addressing the growing demand. 

Experts said population growth, a longer 
life expectancy, growing numbers of unin-
sured patients and a strong economic market 
are factors driving health care expansion in 
The Woodlands market. 

“It is a very strong market, a hot mar-
ket you might say, in terms of job growth 
and population growth,” said Steve Sanders, 

CEO of Memorial Hermann The Wood-
lands Hospital. “You are going to see a lot 
of health care providers that are going to 
have an interest in establishing a presence 
in this area.”

The 2 million residents living within a 
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See Health care | 56

UH, Conroe ISD, LSCS establish programs

Education community 
focuses on training 
energy employees

Latha Ramchand, dean of the 
University of Houston C.T. Bauer 
College of Business. “This is 
something we need to be think-
ing about.”

Ramchand announced the 
Bauer College would be offer-
ing an executive MBA program 
at Lone Star College Univer-
sity Center in The Woodlands 
designed specifically for the 
energy industry. Ramchand said 
the program was established 
because of the growing corporate 
energy sector in The Woodlands. 

Meanwhile, Lone Star Corpo-
rate College at University Park 
on Hwy. 249 announced a pro-
gram designed for oil and gas 
drilling that prepares students 
for entry into the energy indus-
try in eight weeks. 

See Education | 54

By Brian Walzel 
Local educational institutions 

are taking notice of the growing 
need for better-trained employ-
ees in the energy industry and 
are implementing specialized 
programs for students as early 
as junior high school. Conroe 
ISD, the University of Houston 
and Lone Star College System all 
have begun offering programs 
and curriculum to students from 
eighth grade through post-grad-
uate programs, as well as voca-
tional classes, that have been 
established as a direct result of 
the local energy boom.

“There is a generation of 
people getting ready to retire, 
and there has not been a steady 
succession plan in place that is 
going to feed the industry given 
the growth opportunities,” said 

Community  
Health profile

Retail goods $4.3 billion

Shelter $3.1 billion

Food at home $924 million

Health Care $821 million

Entertainment & Recreation $639 million

26%

14%

percent of adults 
are uninsured

percent of adults could not see 
a doctor because of costs

13%
percent of children 

are uninsured
& 1,610

primary care 
physician

patients to every

ONE

ranked 46 of 232 Texas counties for quality of life

PHYSICIANS
Texas Children’s TBA 

Memorial Hermann 818
St. Luke’s 41

HOSPITAL BEDS
Texas Children’s 74  Outpatient rooms 30  Acute care beds

Memorial Hermann 294
St. Luke’s 184 (Plans for expansion to 242 in 2014)

Health care providers are expanding services in The 
Woodlands area to meet growing demand.
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 GET BACK TO THE LIFE

YOU LOVE

TIRR is a registered trademark of TIRR Foundation.

We’re proud to offer world-class care locally in

The Woodlands, so you can get therapy

for an illness or injury with the peace of mind

of knowing your loved ones are nearby.

1.800.44.REHAB (73422)

memorialhermann.org/lifeyoulove

With exceptional rehabilitation care,  
recovery is nearer than you think.
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From the editor
By now most of us 

are familiar with the 
influx of energy com-
panies making their 
home in and around 
The Woodlands. We 
also have heard the facts 
and figures regarding 
the number of new jobs 
being created in the com-
munity by the energy 
industry.

But what industry 
leaders are telling us is that they need even more, better-
trained employees to work in their offices, in their 
laboratories and on their drilling platforms. Education 
agencies are taking notice. From junior high all the way 
through secondary and post-graduate levels, schools 
and universities are working to fill the need energy lead-
ers say exists in the job market. 

Conroe ISD and the Lone Star College System are 
partnering with energy giants such as Anadarko and 

ExxonMobil to create programs to train students spe-
cifically for jobs in the energy industry. We analyze this 
trend and report on the wide variety of programs and 
classes available to students and even current employees 
of the energy industry in our cover story this month.

Meanwhile, the cold temperatures are beginning to 
break and warmer weather is upon us. Springtime in 
The Woodlands is among the best times of year, and 
there is plenty to do to encourage families to get outside. 
This month, we provide a guide to some of the best 
places to get crawfish, as well as to several of the notable 
museums in and around the Houston area. 

In no time at all the oppressive summer heat will 
reclaim its place, so be sure and get outside, try a new 
restaurant, discover a new local retailer and just enjoy 
the weather and all this community has to offer. 
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SPriNG / KLeiN  editioN

Community Impact 
Newspaper is proud to 
announce the launch of 
its 16th paper and sixth 
edition in the houston 
Metro area. beginning 
april 10, the spring/
Klein edition will be 
delivered to 80,477 
residents and businesses 
each month. our staff 
is looking forward to 
providing relevant, 
hyperlocal content to 
these residents and 
business owners. 
Community Impact 
Newspaper now reaches 
492,891 residents and 
businesses in 11 cities 
and communities in the 
houston Metro area.

for our March edition, Community Impact Newspaper 
The Woodlands reported on the cell phone reception of 
four major carriers. with a dense and growing population 
putting a strain on cell phone towers found in areas 
with limited reception, the woodlands township, local 
governments, and cell phone carriers are looking for new 
ways to improve cell phone reception in the area.
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CommuNity FeedBACK

TakE ThE poll

laST moNTh’S poll rESulTS

What factor is most important to you 
when making decisions about where to 
seek health care treatment?

  take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll

How should local governments and 
developers improve cell phone service?
add more cell towers atop existing buildings 

  30.12%       
adopt mesh network technologies

  25.35%       
add more cell towers in residential neighborhoods

  18.07%       
No more cell towers 

  14.46%       
other 

  12%  

 Results from an unscientific web survey, collected 03/13/14–04/01/14

242

45

Vision Park Blvd.

17830 Interstate 45 South
The Woodlands, TX 77384

 1 (877) 742-1187 MINIOFTHEWOODLANDS.COM
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Johnson Development BRINGS YOU...

HOUSTON’S LARGEST

Tour maps online atJohnsonDevelopment.com

2013 GHBA
Developer of the Year Homes from $170s -Millions+ 

johnsondevelopment.com
Find more info at

9 COMMUNITIES . 100+ MODEL HOMES
376 AVAILABLE HOMES . 20,001 DECORATING IDEAS

       ADMISSION . WEEKENDS     APRIL ONLY!

BAY AREA

FORT BEND

NORTH/NORTHEAST

FULSHEAR/KATY
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Lease New Office Condos in The Woodlands
Let my experience of the local market & my international investment network  guide your next move.

Gorgan´s Ridge Office Condos                                                                                                            $2,500 per condo per month. 
Suites available: 301, 302, 304, 501, 502, 702, 703, 1901, 2001-2004   -    2219 Sawdust Road | The Woodlands, Texas 77380

$3,800,000    Carlton Woods 
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held its grand opening March 29 in The 
Woodlands at 19053 I-45 N. A boutique 
insurance and financial services agency, 
the company offers personalized customer 
experience by protecting the daily lives and 
ensuring the futures of its customers.  
936-231-8133.  
www.kariromanosf.com

5  First Bank has opened its eighth 
Houston area location and first in The 
Woodlands at 26252 Kuykendahl Road 
in the Creekside Park Village Center. The 

Now Open

1  The Landing Café has opened on the 
first floor of One Hughes Landing, the 
first completed Class A office building at 
Hughes Landing on Lake Woodlands. 
The Landing Café offers specialty coffees 
and beverages, breakfast and lunch meals, 
and snacks, including pastries, yogurt, 
wraps, soups, salads and sandwiches, 
along with house-made cookies and other 
desserts.  The Landing Café offers an 
outdoor eating area on the lake as well as 

indoor seating. The café is being operated 
by The Woodlands Resort & Conference 
Center. www.thewoodlands.com

2  Offering an eclectic mix of decor 
and products from Asia, Dragon Moon 
Trading is open at 309 Sawdust Road. 
The store sells items, such as Himalayan 
jewelry, Samurai swords, Tibetan art, folk 
art and statues. 832-246-8968.  
www.dragonmoontrading.com
 
3  Strike LLC has relocated to its 

new corporate headquarters at 1800 
Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 500 in the 
Hughes Landing development on the 
northeast shore of Lake Woodlands. 
Strike is a leading North American 
provider of pipeline, facilities, fabrication, 
maintenance and integrity services to 
global energy companies. The company 
has relocated nearly 200 employees to its 
new headquarters. 888-353-1444.  
www.strikeusa.com

4  Kari Romano Agency, State Farm 
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The Woodlands

Oak Ridge North

Shenandoah

Map not to scale

Glen loch dr.

281-364-9799
www.WoodlandsRugGallery.com 
30340 FM 2978, Ste 800
Terramont Village Shopping Center at Woodlands Parkway

EVERY ITEM IN THE STORE IS ON SALE.

500+ RUGS ARE 50% OFF OUR EVERYDAY PRICE!
HURRY IN FOR BEST SELECTION!

        Woodlands Pkwy.
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RETIREMENT SALE
AFTER 50 YEARS, DON IS HANDING OVER THE REINS.

Expert Rug 
Cleaning &  Repair

OVER 2,500 RUGS TO CHOOSE FROM!
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SkyZone indoor trampoline park is scheduled for a 
May opening at 605 Spring Hills Drive in Spring.

15
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Creekside Park branch offers full-service 
banking, including an ATM and a three-
lane drive-thru. The branch also features 
artisan-style architecture, complete with 
a fireplace and an Internet café/patio area 
with free Wi-Fi. www.fboc.com

6  Raising Canes opened April 9 at 
520 Rayford Road. Raising Canes sells 
its popular brand of fresh, never frozen 
chicken fingers with sides and drinks, 
including Texas Toast.  
www.raisingcanes.com

Kristy Villarreal, owner and broker 
formerly of The Realtor in the Woods, 
has established Urban Woods Realty. 
Villarreal brings more than 12 years 
of industry experience to the new 
company. Urban Woods Realty provides 
comprehensive real estate experience for 
buying, selling, leasing or building. The 
company serves clients in The Woodlands 
and surrounding communities.  
281-639-8750.  
www.urbanwoodsrealty.com 

7  Digital Forerunners opened Feb. 7 at 
1118 Sawdust Road. The company offers a 
full line of information technology services 
in the computer industry, including mobile 
app creation, computer repair for Macs and 
PCs, virus removal and server installation. 
281-607-1807.  
www.digital-forerunners.com

8  Jax Burgers is now open at 3091 
College Park Drive. This is the eighth 
Houston-area location of Jax, which offers 
a variety of made-to-order hamburgers 
as well as hot dogs and sandwiches. The 
restaurant offers five flavors of milkshakes 
and six flavors of fries. 936-207-3108.  
www.jaxburgers.com

9  Super Yummy Mongolian Stir Fry 
has opened at 588 Sawdust Road. The 
restaurant sells a wide array of fresh 
vegetables, meats, rice and noodles for 
customers to create their own stir fry 
combinations as well as a sushi bar, 
appetizers, salads and an a la carte menu. 
Super Yummy also serves non-alcoholic 

and alcoholic beverages, such as beer, wine 
and sake. 832-698-2789.  
www.superyummystirfry.com

Coming Soon

10  Construction is set to begin this 
summer on Local Pour at Restaurant 
Row in Hughes Landing on Lake 
Woodlands, with an opening scheduled 
for late this year. Local Pour is the second 
restaurant to announce plans to locate 
in Hughes Landing, a 66-acre mixed-use 
development. Local Pour features a chef-
driven menu of American favorites and a 
large selection of craft beer on tap.  
www.localpourhouston.com

11  Owner Thai Tran will open the 
2,300-square-foot Nails of America in 
the future Creekside Park Village Center 
in the Village of Creekside Park. Nails of 
America is slated to open in the fall. This 
is the eighth location in The Woodlands 
for the full-service salon, which offers 
manicures, pedicures and waxing. Nails 
of America has 14 locations throughout 
Houston and surrounding areas.  
www.nailsofamerica.com

12  Davam Urgent Care will open soon at 
6022 FM 1488, Magnolia. The facility offers 
urgent care treatment when an emergency 
room visit is not necessary. On-staff 
physicians can treat colds, sprains, skin 
infections, burns, lacerations and broken 
bones. The facility houses digital X-ray 
facilities and lab equipment. 281-583-1980. 
www.davam.com

13  Freddy’s Frozen Custard and 
Steakburgers will open in June at the 
former site of the Arby’s restaurant at 
32910 FM 2978, Magnolia. Freddy’s offers 
a variety of made-to-order steakburgers 
as well as hot dogs, sandwiches and melts. 
The restaurant specializes in its frozen 
custard that comes in a variety of flavors 
and toppings. www.freddysusa.com

14  BusinesSuites will open this summer 
at 1790 Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 400, 
the second Class A office building in 

the 66-acre mixed-use development of 
Hughes Landing on Lake Woodlands. 
BusinesSuites offers full-service offices and 
virtual office services with flexible terms 
as short as one month to entrepreneurs, 
professionals and employees of large 
companies. The center in Hughes Landing 
will include more than 60 offices and 
three meeting rooms. This will be the 
second location for the company in The 
Woodlands. www.businesssuites.com

15  SkyZone indoor trampoline park will 
open in May at 605 Spring Hill Drive. 
SkyZone features a wide array of activities, 
including open jump, 3-D dodgeball and 
SkyRobotics. The facility will also host 
birthday parties, corporate events and 
group outings. 713-292-5000.  
www.skyzone.com

16  Bowlero will be the first upscale 
bowling center concept by AMF when 
it opens in May at 27000 I-45 N., Oak 
Ridge North at the site of the former AMF 
facility. The bowling facility is undergoing 
a complete renovation and, once complete, 
will feature upscale lounges, a full-service 
chef-designed menu, shuffleboard, vintage 
decor, and outdoor patios and activities. 

Relocation

17  Azign Envirographics has 
relocated its manufacturing facilities to 
Shenandoah at 19447 I-45 N., behind 
Babin’s Seafood. Azign specializes in 
environmental graphic design. Azign gives 
complete solutions in consulting, design, 
manufacture and installation of visual 
graphics. 832-299-6384. www.azign.net

Expansion

18  Interfaith of The Woodlands now 
hosts activities for area seniors five days 
a week at the South County Community 
Center, at 2206 Lake Robbins Drive. 
Activities include bingo games, a book 
club, fitness, and arts and crafts. The 
activities are free and anyone age 62 or 
older can participate. 832-615-8204. 
www.woodlandsinterfaith.org News or questions about the woodlands? 

e-mail wdlnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Brian Walzel

The Landing Café has opened at One Hughes 
Landing in the Hughes Landing development.

1

Strike LLC has opened its 76,000-square-foot 
offices in One Hughes Landing. 
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Interfaith of The Woodlands now offers senior 
activities five days per week. 
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10200 Grogan's Mill Road, Suite 340 | The Woodlands, TX | 77380 
(281) 298-2700 Offi ce | (281) 298-2760 Fax | (877) 824-4299 Toll Free

www.chjwealthmanagement.com

Stop in for a visit and let us get you on the right path!

• Independent Investment Management designed 
to protect and grow your wealth

• Located in The Woodlands
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Oak Ridge North Commerce Park 
key economic cog in city’s future
By Jesse Mendoza 

With the development of the Oak Ridge 
North Commerce Park, the city hopes 
to capitalize on the need for industrial 
land as energy and oil and gas companies 
continue to move their operations to The 
Woodlands area, city officials said. 

Dish Network, Woodlands Elite Cheer, 
Spectrum Catering and many energy 
and oil and gas corporations have bought 
or leased space in the Oak Ridge North 
Commerce Park, at the intersections of 
Robinson and Hanna roads. 

In addition, companies such as Black 
Forest Ventures, which has a strong 
presence in The Woodlands, occupy two 
facilities. 

The city is looking to generate property 
and sales tax revenue from energy corpo-
rations headquartered locally that want to 
keep their industrial facilities nearby, par-
ticularly those with offices in The Wood-
lands, City Manager Vicky Rudy said.

“This is the ExxonMobil effect at work 
in a small city,” Rudy said. “It’s location, 
location, location. [Oak Ridge North is] 
across from The Woodlands, it’s three 
miles from the ExxonMobil center, and 
it is the only place in south Montgomery 
County near The Woodlands that has 

light industrial type of land available.”
Commerce Park is one of the city’s 

largest economic contributors, said Susan 
Cates, Oak Ridge North Economic Devel-
opment Corporation coordinator. 

The influx of industrial and warehouse-
type businesses into the city have helped 
bring increased tax revenue, according 
to the city. Property tax valuations at the 
city’s commerce park have grown from 
$432,410 in 2008 to more than $13.3 
million in 2013, generating $76,000 in 
additional tax revenues annually, accord-
ing to city documents.

In addition, the Commerce Park area 
could be expanding. Oak Ridge North has 
about 500 acres of land available within 
its extraterritorial jurisdiction. Rudy said 
the city is getting regular inquiries from 
businesses about land annexations into 
the city to bring similar development.

“Right now it’s one-tract development, 
but [companies] are building off of the 
business park out there,” Rudy said. “We 
have another inquiry in the mill—they 
haven’t petitioned yet. We also have a 
couple of inquiries in the pipeline.” 

The challenge for the city, Rudy said, 
lies in infrastructure installation to 

dEvElOPMENT Oak Ridge North Commerce Park 
The city of Oak Ridge North is developing its Commerce Park on Robinson Road just east of the railroad tracks. The 
area features mainly light industrial and service-oriented businesses. The city could annex more surrounding land.

1  Spectrum Catering
2  Under construction
3  Hydraulic Systems Inc.
4  STS Products
5  Zuna, LLC
6  7  8  Vacant
9  Woodlands Elite Cheer
10  Precision Directional Service
11  Camp Bow Wow
12  Bezares USA
13  Black Forest Ventures
14  Nexus Energy Technologies
15  Woodlands Diving Academy
16  Praxair
17  Precision Directional Service
18  Belt Power
19  20  Under construction
21  Dish Network
22  Black Forest Ventures
23  Vacant
24  Vacant

connect facilities to city services after it 
annexes land for development.

The city invested just under $1.3 million 
in the commerce park after a 2004 agree-
ment with TNRG, the leasing arm of Oak 
Ridge North Business Park. The agree-
ment allows TNRG to run water, sewer, 
and storm water infrastructure along 
Robinson Road and within the develop-
ment, Rudy said.

Money was obtained by the city from 

a $420,000 city land purchase by TNRG, 
and a combination of city money and 4B 
Economic Development Board money, 
Cates said.

“By 2020 our investment [will have] 
been returned, then it becomes 100 per-
cent positive revenue for the city in taxes,” 
Rudy said. “That is an investment in the 
future. They have allowed us to maintain 
our values and our tax rate because it 
keeps increasing our valuation.”
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NEW
HOME

PLANT YOURSELF IN A

THIS SPRING!

Make Your Dreams Come Alive 
This Spring With TDECU Mortgage!
It’s the perfect season for a fresh start. And, the 
experts at TDECU Mortgage make the home-buying 
process easy and stress-free. Whether you’re 
purchasing, refinancing or improving your existing 
home, you’ll receive the best rates available at 
TDECU Mortgage! 

WE OFFER:

 • Fast approvals & on-time closings
 • A variety of loan options
 • $250 Rate Match Plus Promise*
 • No Fee Rate Guarantee*
 • Up to 95% financing with no PMI**

Loan application and credit approval required. *Certain loan terms and conditions may apply. **95% 
financing with no private mortgage insurance (PMI) available on certain loans. Federally insured by NCUA. 
Visit TDECU.org/mortgage for complete mortgage loan requirements.   0314-A7236-N

800.839.1154 x4614   |   TDECU.org/mortgage

DON’T WAIT! SPRING FORWARD TO
GET PRE-APPROVED TODAY.

ANNA VEGA
MORTGAGE LOAN OFFICER

NMLS-1079976

7236.01 Q2 2014 Mortgage Ad 4_9167x12_25 v03.indd   1 3/28/14   11:26 AM

* Risk free offer, the aids must be returned within 30 days of delivery if not completely satisfied and 
100% of purchase price will be refunded. Fees may apply for certain finance programs.

A major name brand hearing aid provider wishes to field test a 
remarkable new digital hearing instrument in the area. This offer is free 

of charge* and you are under no obligation.

These revolutionary 100% Digital instruments use the latest technology to comfortably and 
almost invisibly help you hear more clearly. This technology solves the “stopped up ears”, 
and “head in a barrel” sensation some people experience.

If you wish to participate, you will be required to have your hearing tested in our office 
FREE OF CHARGE to determine candidacy and review your results with the hearing 
instruments with our hearing care specialist.

At the end of this evaluation, you may keep your instrument, if you so desire, at a 
tremendous savings for participating in this field test. Special testing will be done to 
determine the increased benefits of this technology. Benefits of hearing aids vary by type 
and degree of hearing loss, noise environment, accuracy of hearing test, and proper fit. 
This is a wonderful opportunity to determine if hearing help is available for your 
hearing loss and get hearing help at a very affordable price.

HEALTH NOTIFICATIONS
Are You Hard Of Hearing?

THIS WEEK ONLY! CALL NOW 
TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS FIELD TEST!

PROMO CODE: 04TL01B       

Conroe/The Woodlands • 8000 SH 242
713-300-0809

For other Houston Locations: Miracle-Ear-Houston.com
PROMO CODE:  04TQ03B

Hearing Notification ad Woodlands 02-26-2014.pdf   1   2/28/14   8:41 AM

North Houston Economy: Dynamic & Diverse
Hosted by North Houston Association and  

North Houston Regional Center for Economic Development 
Wednesday, April 23, 2014

Hyatt North Houston 
(425 North Sam Houston Parkway East, Houston, 77060)

Check-in begins at 9:30 am. 
To attend, register online at 

www.north-houston.com 
or call 281-875-0660.

Opening Comments
Welcome: Alex Sutton, The Woodlands Development Company 
and North Houston Association Chairman of the Board
Harris County Commissioner R. Jack Cagle, Precinct 4, and
Montgomery County Commissioner Craig Doyal, Precinct 2

Panel Discussions
Introduction: Ray Laughter, Lone Star College System
Moderator: John Beddow, Publisher, Houston Business Journal
Topics/Panelists:
Commercial Real Estate - Michelle Wogan, Transwestern
International Business - Regina Lindsey, Greenspoint District 
Manufacturing - Matthew Bates, Toshiba 
Technology/Data Centers - Erik Stockglausner, Digital Realty

VIP Reception for Underwriters

Luncheon
Welcome: Alex Sutton, The Woodlands Development Company
Introduction: Jon Lindsay, North Houston Association President
Comments by John Cook, Manager of Economic Development,
Centerpoint Energy 
Introduction: Ray Laughter, Lone Star College System
Keynote Speaker: Bob Pertierra, Senior Vice President and Chief 
Economic Development Officer, Greater Houston Partnership

10:00 am
 
 
 

10:15 am
 

11:20 am

12:00 pm



The Woodlands Edition • April 2014 NEWS  13

By Jesse Mendoza
Another large tract of undevel-

oped land in south Montgomery 
County has been sold to a home-
builder. 

Gracepoint Homes has made 
their largest land purchase to 
date, a 156-acre site near I-45 just 
south of FM 1488.

Construction will begin soon 
on The Forest, a 156-acre resi-
dential development in Conroe. 
Homes could be available for 
sale as soon as 2015, according to 
Gracepoint Homes. 

With the development of The 
Forest, the company aims to capi-
talize on dwindling amounts of 
open land in the area, along with 
the current boom of commercial 
development, Gracepoint Homes 
President Tom Cox said.

“The Woodlands is simply run-
ning out of lots, but it’s creating 
tons of jobs and infrastructure,” 
Cox said. “It’s ripe for developers 
because what you have is really a 
market that, before Exxon even 
decided to come here, was in a 
lot shortage. Basically, there was 
a lot less supply than there was 
demand for lots in the far north 

corridor, which made it good on 
its own.”

The Forest will include 65- and 
80-foot home sites for single-
family homes as well as a gated 
section for quarter-acre custom 
homes. 

Construction is slated to 
begin in May, and the homes 
are expected to range from the 
$600,000s to the millions.

Property amenities include 
several lakes, parks, trails and 
open space to the tune of The  
Woodlands area.

“People that move to Texas, 
they want trees, they want 
the country feel,” Cox said. 
“The architecture that we 
chose blends with it real well, 
so it’s kind of a harmony 

between nature and suburbia.”
Gracepoint has been working 

with the city of Conroe to provide 
facilities and to create an in-city 
municipal utility district, a move 
to keep taxes lined-up with the 
surrounding market, Cox said.

David Jarvis, regional director 
of Metrostudy, a market intel-
ligence firm, said Gracepoint 

Homes is representative of a com-
pany that went into the housing 
market at an opportune moment.

“I think they were looking 
beyond the headlines, beyond 
the recession, to know that 
markets go through cycles, and 
they were planning for the future 
and jumped in the market when 
prices were more favorable than 

they are now,” Jarvis said. “[The 
Woodlands] is just growing at an 
enormous pace. 

Jarvis said potential Houston 
area homebuyers are facing lim-
ited options in a time that high 
demand is causing rapid appre-
ciation in the market. He said he 
expects supply to meet demand in 
several years.

Gracepoint plans 156-acre community, home prices to reach in the millions
dEvElOPMENT
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Gracepoint Homes The Forest
Gracepoint Homes will begin 
construction in May on The Forest, 
a new residential development just 
north of The Woodlands. 

•	 156.5-acre 
development near the 
southwest corner of 
FM 1488 and I-45 

•	 300 home lots
•	 3 lot sizes
•	 4 ponds
•	 2 park reserves

potential access to expansion

potential expansion

Reserve

park

detention

Model homes

phase one
lot size 65’x130’ lot size 80’x140’ lot size 100’x140’ 

lake/detention pond/drainage fault line

Prices and availablity are subject to change without notice. 4/14 

A premier master-planned community by The Johnson  

Development Corp., Harmony offers everything for today’s  

active families: beautiful homes from award-winning  

builders, a new aquatics complex with resort-style pool,  

shady parks and playgrounds, outstanding schools and a  

full-time Lifestyle Director. Plus, the community is just minutes  

from world-class shopping, dining and entertainment.  

This is Where it All Comes Together...
Living in Harmony. 

New Homes from the $200s-$500s

Our family of builders: Ashton Woods · Darling Homes
Highland Homes · Perry Homes · Village Builders · Westin Homes

H A R M O N Y - T X . C O M
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Sizzling Seller’s Market
What 2014 Homebuyers Need-To-Know 

to WIN in a Sizzling Seller’s Market

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

THE PREPARED BUYER WILL WIN. WE’D LIKE 
TO HELP YOU WIN.

Here’s the situation: Real estate economists tell 
us that six months supply of available For Sale 
Listing Inventory represents a balanced real 
estate market. Take a look at the Months Supply 
of Inventory picture above.

Here are 3 tips for fi nding the best
property for you and yours in a 
sizzling sellers market.

TIP #1: FIRST-TO-KNOW LIGHTNING ALERTS

When selection is thin and swift selling, being 
the First-To-Know about hot new inventory is an 
advantage for you.

Here’s how First-To-Know Lightning Alerts work. 
Tell us everything you’re looking for in your new 
home (style, design, location, amenities, schools, 
etc.). We condense your needs into a concise 
Buyer-Needs profi le (protecting your identity and 
private information) and program our software to 

match your buyer-needs to fi re off an instant alert 
heartbeats after it appears on the Multiple Listing 
Service (MLS).
Your instant alerts include photos and detailed 
property information sent directly to your email 
inbox. The service is free. To get your personalized 
First-To-Know Lightning Alerts delivered directly 
to your email box contact your favorite Gary 
Greene Pro at 281-367-3531.

TIP #2: POCKET LISTINGS AND PRIVATE SALES

We’re seeing off-the-MLS-radar properties 
selling via Pocket Listing whisper campaigns and 
real estate agent grapevine networks. Knowing 
about private off-MLS listing inventory is an 
advantage for you.
Here’s how Pocket Listings work. Prior to mass 
marketing via the MLS, Pocket Listings are 
privately promoted by the listing agent to a 
network of select agents via email broadcast, text 
message, phone calls and personal conversations. 
When a match is made private viewing 
appointments are conveniently coordinated 
, offers are negotiated, contracts are signed, 
escrow opened and everyone proceeds smiling 
to closing. Welcome to the neighborhood.:-)

Also, we exchange Pocket Listing, Private Sale 

and Coming Soon properties via our Better 
Homes And Gardens Real Estate
Gary Greene company wide online bulletin board, 
which connects over eight hundred pro real 
estate agents throughout the
Greater Houston Area.

Using First-To-Know- Lightning Alerts and 
plugging yourself into the Coming Soon and 
Pocket Listings property information network will 
help you fi nd out about hot new listings inventory 
before your less informed and unconnected 
home buying competitors.

If you’d like more information about how to tap 
into the Pocket Listing agent network contact 
your favorite Gary Greene agent directly or call 
them at the offi ce: 281-367-3531.

TIP #3: BUYER-NEEDS NETWORK STRATEGY

This strategy is sort of like the Pocket Listing 
Strategy for sellers, except it works for Buyers. 
Do you see a pattern developing? One of the keys 
to your success is tapping into a pool of available 
inventory that is unknown to the disconnected.

Here’s how the Buyer-Needs Network Strategy 
works. Tell us everything you’re looking for in 

your new home (style, design, location, amenities, 
schools, etc.). We condense your needs into a 
concise Buyer-Needs profi le (protecting your 
identity and private information) and broadcast 
your Buyer-Needs request to top performing 
listing agents who may have Pocket Listing 
inventory, private sale opportunities and ”Coming 
Soon” listings that match what you’re looking 
for. Buyer-Needs are broadcast via eMail, text 
message, phone calls, personal conversations. 
Also, we exchange Buyer-Needs via our Better 
Homes And Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene 
company wide online bulletin board, which 
connects over eight hundred pro real estate 
agents throughout the Greater Houston Area.

Using the Lightning Alert and Buyer-Needs 
Network Strategies will help you fi nd out about hot 
new listings inventory before your less informed 
and unconnected home buying competitors. 

The bottom line for buyers: Use these tips and 
you’ll successfully navigate seller’s market 
realities with a smile and success. Good luck, 
speed and grace. If we can be helpful contact one 
of our Pro agents directly or call 281-367-3531.

Note: Market data provided by Houston Association Of 
Realtors, Multiple Listings Service.

9000 Forest Crossing, The Woodlands, TX

The Woodlands Texas | Months Supply of Inventory Real Estate Report
Month’s Supply of “For Sale” Listing Inventory – 10:25am, April 3rd, 2014

PRICE RANGE MONTHS SUPPLY OF INVENTORYIT’S NO SECRET! 
IT’S A MUSCLE BOUND 

SELLER’S MARKET!

Real estate economists tell us that six months 
supply of available For Sale Listing Inventory 
represents a balanced real estate market.  
The smaller the Months Supply Of Inventory 

the more muscular the Seller’s Market.

Less than $200,000 .......................................... 24 DAYS

$200,000 - $300,000 .......................................... 1.1

$300,001 - $400,000 .......................................... 1

$400,001 - $500,000 .......................................... 2.4

$500,001 - $600,000 .......................................... 1.9

$600,001 - $700,000 .......................................... 4.3

$700,001 - $800,000 .......................................... 4.2

$800,001 - $900,000 .......................................... 5.1

$900,001 - $1,000,000 .......................................... 5.2

more than  $1,000,001 .......................................... 8.1

ALL PRICE RANGES .......................................... 2.1
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STAAR enters third year with new guidelines 
By David Pollan 

High school students gear-
ing up to take the State of Texas 
Assessments of Academic 
Readiness end-of-course exams 
will have a lighter load this 
year as the Texas Legislature 
implemented changes reducing 
the number of tests that will be 
administered. 

The reduction in the number 
of tests is a move local admin-
istrators said will lessen the 
burden on teachers and students 
and put the emphasis back on 
subject matter mastery rather 
than test preparation. 

“We maintain the same rigor-
ous standards, preparing our 
students for success not only in 
the classroom but also beyond 
high school,” said Curtis Null, 
assistant superintendent for 
secondary education at Conroe 
ISD. “Having less number of 
tests takes a level of pressure off 
students and teachers but does 
not lower our expectations.”

Under House Bill 5, which was 
passed by the 83rd Texas Legis-
lature, high school students are 
now required to pass five STAAR 

end-of-course exams to meet 
the new graduation require-
ments, said State Rep. Cecil Bell, 
R-Magnolia. 

Before HB5 was passed, high 
school students had to take 15 
end-of-course exams. 

The five assessments under HB 
5 include Algebra I, English I, 
English II, biology and U.S. his-
tory, all of which must be passed 
to be eligible to graduate from a 
Texas public high school. 

HB 5 also eliminated the 15 
percent grading requirement, 
which stated that a student’s 
score on the STAAR end-
of-course exams would have 
counted as 15 percent of the 
student’s final grade in each 
tested subject area. The STAAR 
end-of-course cumulative score 
component was also eliminated, 
Bell said. 

Texas has a list of all the Texas 
Essential Knowledge Skills for 
every grade level and every 
subject, which the law requires 
all schools teach and is the basis 
for all questions on the STAAR 
exam, Tomball ISD Director of 
Communications Staci Stanfield 

said. Teachers prepare their stu-
dents for STAAR by teaching the 
required TEKS as the main focus 
of the curriculum. 

The TEKS, which were created 
by teachers and approved by 
the state, is designed to provide 
students with the knowledge and 
learning strategies to be success-
ful in higher education or the 
workforce, she said. 

“The STAAR test is one of 
many methods we use to deter-
mine the effectiveness of our 
instruction and to identify areas 
that need improvement,” Stan-
field said. “Some students with 
special needs are provided alter-
native versions of the STAAR 
test, but all students are provided 
an opportunity to master the 
grade level standards.”

The purpose of the STAAR 
exams is to determine if students 
have learned the content neces-
sary to advance to the next grade 
level, Stanfield said. 

At the lower levels it deter-
mines if the student is prepared 
to advance to the next grade. 

At the high school level, the 
end-of-course exams are used 

EduCATION STAAR Testing 
subjects by grade

Students in grades three through 12 are 
required to take the STAAR exams in 
Texas. The chart below depicts the tests 
administered to each grade level. 

third GrAde Math & Reading

Fourth GrAde Writing, Math & Reading

FiFth GrAde Science, Math & Reading

SiXth GrAde Science, Math & Reading

SeVeNth GrAde Math & Reading

eiGht GrAde Writing, Math, Reading & Social Studies

hiGh SChooL
*EOC

Algebra I, Biology, English I, English II, & U.S. History

*End of course Source: Texas Education Agency

to determine if the student is 
adequately prepared for post-sec-
ondary education or workplace 
entry, she said. 

“The STAAR program is a 
more rigorous testing program 
than the former TAKS test,” 
said Anita Hebert, assistant 
superintendent for curriculum at 
Magnolia ISD. “It was designed 
to measure student readiness for 

the next grade and ultimately 
for college and career prepara-
tion. Its focus is on application of 
skills, higher-level analysis and 
multi-step problem solving.” 

All students in grades three 
through eight are required to 
take the appropriate STAAR test 
and all high school students are 
required to take the five end-of-
course exams, Stanfield said. 

Subject AssessedGrade Level

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confi rm 
applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 & 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders. Professional Builder Magazine.

Convenient to the George Mitchell Nature Preserve  •  Highly-Regarded Schools  •  Resort-Style Amenities

MODELS NOW OPEN
in The Woodlands!

Wooded Overlook
From the Low $600s 

(281) 255-0299

Coronet Ridge
From the Low $700s 

(281) 516-0899

The Estates at Blairs Way
From the Low $800s 

(281) 516-0899

Five-Time Texas Builder of the Year!* TollBrothers.com/CITW

Don’t Miss Our National Sales Event
April 12 – 27
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WENDTWOODS 
DR.BEACONS

LIGHT PL.

BLA
IR

S W
AY

CURLY
WILLOW DR.

The Estates 
at Blairs Way 

Model

Coronet 
Ridge Wooded Overlook 

Model
WOODED

OVERLOOK DR.

Creekside Park
Village Center

NEW
 HARMONY PL.

CREEKSIDE FOREST DR.

Visit today for best pricing 
and a model home tour!

3 New Neighborhoods in the Villages of Creekside Park
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  The J. Beard Real Estate Company has proudly marked our tenth anniversary of pointing clients in the right direction for their 
commercial real estate needs.

  Over the past decade, we have had the privilege of working with wonderful clients and associates who have placed their 
trust in us, for which we are truly grateful. Hundreds of transactions have been successfully represented and completed for 
our clients, including sales, purchases, leases, and property management services, and we continue to work hard amongst a 
thriving economy and local growth. As our organization and professional team has grown over the years, we truly appreciate our 
associates and their commitment and dedication. While we strive to maintain an active and successful presence in our industry, 
we also place a value on the importance of serving as a supporter and partner in the local community. 

  Whether you are starting a new business, expanding an existing one, or a commercial property owner, developer, investor 
or a tenant, let us show you how we combine our commercial real estate expertise with cutting-edge marketing and advisory 
services. We encourage you to contact The J. Beard Real Estate Company’s team of qualifi ed professionals at 281-367-2220 or 
visit our website at www.jbeardcompany.com

Je�  Beard, CCIM
President

–Je�  Beard, CCIM
    President of The J. Beard Real Estate Company

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

INSIGHT.
LEADERSHIP.
EXPERTISE.

Commercial Real 
Estate Leaders

LANDLORD & TENANT 
REPRESENTATION

SITE ACQUISITION

SALES & LEASING

REAL ESTATE CONSULTING

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

YEARS
cruising

THE J. BEARD REAL ESTATE COMPANY
Thank You For Ten Great Years!
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Woodlands Parkway lane expansion 
completion pushed back to June
By Brian Walzel

The completed lane expansion of 
Woodlands Parkway between Grogan’s 
Mill Road and South Panther Creek Drive 
has been delayed yet again. Menade Inc., 
the contractor working on the project, 
now expects to complete the 1-mile 
expansion and open all lanes by June 16.

Menade President Jerry Wade previ-
ously said the project would be completed 
by April, but more delays have pushed 
the completion back at least another two 
months. Eastbound lanes opened to traffic 
in late March, and Menade is now work-
ing to complete Phase II of the project, the 
one lane westbound expansion over Lake 
Woodlands.

The Texas Department of Transporta-
tion is the agency managing the Wood-
lands Parkway expansion. 

“TxDOT would not let [Menade] do any 
work on the westbound lanes until they 
finished the eastbound side,” The Wood-
lands Township director Mike Bass said. 

Wade did not return messages from 
Community Impact Newspaper for com-
ment on this story. 

The 1-mile expansion of Woodlands 
Parkway from Grogan’s Mill Road to 
South Panther Creek Drive has been 
plagued with problems and delays essen-
tially from the start. 

Construction was initially to start 
in early 2011, but it did not begin until 
November 2012. 

It took Menade 16 months to finish the 
eastbound lane expansion. In a previous 
interview, Wade said there were problems 
with drilling into the Lake Woodlands 
dam, which is composed of rock. He also 
said there were problems with the proj-
ect’s design, and cold temperatures this 

winter caused delays.
The most recent status report provided 

by TxDOT shows the project was 43 per-
cent complete as of March 4. The contract 
with Menade stated the expansion was to 
be complete in 246 days. 

“If you look at the most recent report, 
[Menade] had only accomplished less 
than 5 percent of the total project in the 
last month,” Bass said.

He said he doubted Menade could then 
finish the remaining 50 percent in three 
months. 

TxDOT spokeswoman Deidrea Samuels 
said Menade is being charged $785 per 
day that it has exceeded its deadline. As 
of March 26, Menade had been charged 
$48,670. If Menade completes the project 
by June 16, it will have been 120 past the 
agreed-upon date and will have been 
charged more than $94,000.

“It’s all a matter of if [Wade] is willing 
to pay his liquidated damages,” Bass said. 
“If so, there’s nothing they can do about 
it.”

Samuels said the liquidated damages 
are being assessed to Menade through 
the monthly bill TxDOT receives from 
Menade each month. 

Bass said the township has put pressure 
on TxDOT to change contractors on the 
Woodlands Parkway expansion.

“Every time we have pushed back to 
TxDOT on this issue, they have basically 
told us they are not willing to change the 
contractor,” Bass said.

Montgomery County Precinct 3 Com-
missioner James Noack said the county is 
meeting with TxDOT and Menade every 
two weeks to get a status report on the 
project. 
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Construction is underway on the westbound expansion of Woodlands Parkway. The project is expected to 
be complete in June.

LUXURY. CUSTOM. NORTH HOUSTON. 
WE PUT THEM ALL TOGETHER.

1

2 3
4

5
6

Woodforest
From the $500s – 936 447 1100

The Woodlands
From the $800s – 281 357 1600

Stratton Woods
From the $600s – 713 452 1360

Falls at Imperial Oaks
From the $550s – 713 452 1365

Benders Landing
From the $400s – 281 356 5339
Priced without lot

Rock Creek
From the $500s – 281 351 2600

BUILD ON YOUR LOT
From the $400s without lot
GREATER HOUSTON – 281 356 5339

1

2

3

4

5

6

PARTNERS IN BUILDING features six luxury, custom home communities 
in North Houston. All are near the new Grand Parkway and the entertainment, 
healthcare options and recreation at The Woodlands. And each one is less 
than twenty minutes from the new ExxonMobil campus, most much closer. 
Schools are a key ingredient, too, and your children will attend some of the 
best schools in the area.

Now you can decide on large home sites of an acre or more, an intimate, gated 
enclave of custom homes, or all the amenities of a master-planned community.
Start narrowing down your search today at PartnerInBuIldIng.com

VISIT US TODAY 
AND WE’LL PAY 
FOR THE GAS.
Receive a $25 Gas Card when you 
mention this ad on your first visit 
to any of our Sales Counselors.
1 card per customer.

LUXURY, CUSTOM HOMES FROM THE $500s TO $1-MILLION+



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com18  NEWS

The Reserve at Spring Lakes 
is a great community to raise a family. Boasting 232 acres of breathtaking 

forest, you will enjoy the quiet serenity that country living provides; yet still 
being close to Tomball High School, Lonestar Tomball College, and just 

minutes from the Woodlands.

Raleigh Creek
More than a neighborhood, Raleigh Creek is a close-knit community with 

smiling families and friendly neighbors. From beautiful open spaces, unique 
amenities and livable lot sizes, it’s easy to cozy up to intimate country living 

in Raleigh Creek.
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TOMBALL

TOMBALL
SCHOOL 
COMPLEX

TOMBALL REGIONAL 
HOSPITAL

TO THE 
WOODLANDS
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2920

249
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281-255-0270
30618 Spring Lakes Blvd 

Tomball, TX 77375 

Near the Woodlands & ExxonMobil, 
with easy access 

to Woodlands Parkway

from the $600’s

from the $300’s

UU ZZIOO DD..
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27718 I-45 N.
Oak Ridge North
Oak Ridge North Shopping Center, Plaza “B” 
next to AAA Travel, look for Pappas BBQ

281-419-8882

Sunday: 12–6pm
Monday: Closed

Tuesday–Thursday: 12–7pm
Friday: Closed

Saturday: 12–7pm

www.glaquatics.com

Lake 
Woodlands Dr.

Woodlands
Pkwy.

• Custom Aquariums
• Acrylic Fabrication 
• Quality Saltwater Fish Sales
• Quality Live Coral Sales 
• Aquarium Set-Up and Installation 
• Aquarium Maintenance 
• Custom Orders
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CITy & TOWNSHIP
News from The Woodlands Township and city of Shenandoah Compiled by Jesse Mendoza and Brian Walzel

Township board approves tax deal for energy 
company’s relocation to Research Forest

Township making 
plans for new Gosling 
Sports Park

City of Shenandoah to 
begin renovating park

the WoodLANdS The Woodlands 
Township Board of Directors approved a 
seven-year property tax abatement, or a 
tax break, to Kiewit for the company to 
relocate its headquarters to Research For-
est Drive. Montgomery County commis-
sioners also approved the abatement for 
county property taxes for Kiewit. 

Gil Staley, CEO of The Woodlands 
Area Economic Development Partner-
ship, said Kiewit will occupy 70,000 
square feet of a 90,000-square-foot 
facility on Research Forest Drive and will 
bring about 160 jobs to the community.

“It was a competitive situation to get 
this,” Staley said.

Kiewit’s relocation is expected to 
be complete by January 2015. The tax 
abatement begins Jan. 1 of that year and 
extends through Dec. 31, 2021. Kiewit 

will be exempt from paying property tax 
on value added to the property for the 
first four years of the agreement. In 2019, 
Kiewit will pay 25 percent of the added 
value tax, 50 percent in 2020 and 75 
percent in 2021, according to township 
documents.

The land that will house the Kiewit 
headquarters is currently valued at about 
$1.5 million. Kiewit will pay property 
taxes on the base value of the land, with-
out improvements. 

The company specializes in build-
ing, mining, oil and gas, and chemicals, 
power, transportation and wastewater. 

Bob Nussmeier, senior manager of 
business development for Kiewit, said 
the company could double the number 
of employees at its Woodlands office over 
the next few years. 

the WoodLANdS The Woodlands 
Township is considering a plan to turn 
25 acres of land at Gosling Road and 
Marsco Place into a new sports facility. 
The Woodlands Development Company 
recently donated the land to the town-
ship.

Chris Nunes, director of parks and 
recreation for the township, presented a 
preliminary concept design to the town-
ship board of directors during a March 
20 meeting. The concept design of the 
proposed Gosling Sports Park features 
five fields that could house activities for 
a variety of field sports, including soccer, 
lacrosse, rugby, flag football and field 
hockey, Nunes said.

The facility would also include a 
1-mile bike trail, bleachers, restrooms 
and concession stands. 

The cost of the sports facility would 
range from $4.2 million for five grass 
fields to $6.8 million for all-weather turf 
fields, according to township docu-
ments. The township recently converted 
several fields at the Bear Branch Sports 
Park to all-weather turf fields. 

Following a 2008-09 needs assess-
ment on township amenities, it was 
determined by the township there was 
an increased need for sports fields in the 
community. Nunes said there was a need 
for 15 additional multipurpose fields 
and nine dugout fields for sports such as 
baseball and softball.

“Those needs were based on demand 
and capacity levels of various sports and 
fields,” he said.

The next step is for the project’s con-
sultant, LJA Engineering, to complete 
design and construction drawings and 
specifications for the bidding process. 
If the plan is approved, construction 
on the park could take between nine 
months and a year. 

SheNANdoAh The city of Shenan-
doah aims to complete a renovation of its 
city park in time for the annual Lighting 
of the Angels Christmas celebration.

The approximately $2 million project 
will close the park starting April 14, after 
the annual Easter celebration, through 
the summer, City Administrator Greg 
Smith said.

Shenandoah’s city park, at 801 
Maplewood Drive, will now feature a 
larger pavilion with public restrooms, a 
spray-ground, LED lights set to timers, 
renovated sports courts, a multipurpose 
sports field, a walking trail and a re-
paved parking lot.

“We are just trying to give a place for 
residents to go and enjoy regardless of 
the age or regardless of what their activ-
ity is,” Smith said. “If they want to sit at a 
park bench and read during their lunch 
hour they can; if they want to have a 
birthday party at the pavilion they can.”

On March 26, the Shenandoah City 
Council approved a contract with 
National Construction Rentals to install 
construction fencing around the park 
worth an estimated $4,788 after sales tax. 

The city also approved a contract with 
Inland Environmental LTD, which is 

the woodlands township
2801 technology forest blvd.
281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

april 24, 9 a.m., april 30,  
6 p.m.

city of oak ridge north
williams Memorial Council Chambers
27424 Robinson Road
281-292-4648
www.oakridgenorth.com

april 14, april 28, 7 p.m.

city of shenandoah
shenandoah Municipal Complex
29955 i-45 N.
281-298-5522
www.shenandoahtx.com

april 23, May 7, 7 p.m.

Meetings Tweetings
for instant coverage of 
these meetings, follow 
us on twitter 
@impactnews_wdl
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The city of Shenandoah will spend $2 million to 
renovate its city park this spring. 

scheduled to demolish buildings and 
sports courts within 21 days after the 
fence is installed.

Inland Environmentals submitted a 
bid of $9,280 for building demolition, 
$2,200 for asbestos abatement and $9,280 
for sports court demolition, a total of 
$20,760, according to council documents.

Mayor Wes Stephens said the park 
renovation is a part of the city’s master 
plan and is in line with other recent 
projects, such as renovations at Mary Pat 
Case pool, along with street lighting and 
sign replacement projects.

“We want to provide our residents the 
best amenities possible,” Stephens said. 
“It’s all part of our master plan. We are 
attacking these [projects] systematically, 
and this is a part of that group of projects 
that we have been planning for a number 
of years.” 
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800 PEAKWOOD, SUITE 2E
HOUSTON, TX 77090

Your multi-specialty care solution!

TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT call 281-377-1000 or go to 
northhoustonspecialtyphysicians.com

NEUROLOGISTPAIN MANAGEMENT, PHYSICAL MEDICINE
& REHABILITATION SPECIALIST

VINCENT TALOSIG, M.D. CUIE QIU, M.D., PH.D.

www.twfg.com |281- 367-3424 |866- 466-8934

1201 Lake Woodlands Drive, Suite 4020 
The Woodlands, TX 77380

of

R

2014

Rely 
on the

Auto

Home

Health

Life

Business

Number One
Agency in
The Woodlands
To Care for You 
and Your

Insurance.

Richard “Gordy” Bunch
Founder, President & CEO

#1 Texas Agency 
Personal Lines Insurance

FEMA 
National Award Winner

Best Insurance Agency 
or Agent

Pledge of Performance
Member

Boxes & Moving Supplies 

Alarms on Every Unit Door

Personal & Business Storage

Rent online and find locations at AmazingSpaces.net

Amazing Spaces Storage Centers ~ The Woodlands
18250 I-45 S.  

The Woodlands, TX 77384

281-378-7572

Get 50% Off Storage for 2 Months!Offer valid for a limited time. Based on availability.

Take Back Your Home!
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Compiled by Jesse Mendoza

Why are you running for this position?

i want to emphasize community. 
My parents decided to live here and 
retired to shenandoah, and the sense 
of community is why we are here. i 
think the city’s primary job is to take 
care of its citizens and to create an 
environment where we can thrive.

What are some of your goals if you are 
elected?

i think the biggest goal is continuing 
to work with the budget and making 
sure that we continue to pay off our 
debts as soon as possible, that we 
reduce the property tax rate to as 
little as possible, but also work with 
our neighbors a little more. .

What issues are important to you?

i think there is an ongoing issue of 
transparency. it is different from what it 
was many years ago, but i think we can 

take a simple little step and be more 
proactive about making the citizens 
aware that the city is considering a 
major project or the city is considering 
some of these projects to be done. 
i think they are doing that now, but i 
want to keep opening those doors.

Why are you the best candidate for 
this position?

i have been an active part of the 
community, and the president of the 

shenandoah sharks. i have been 
a regular attendee of City Council 
meetings over the past couple of 
years, and even the ones i couldn’t 
attend i at least read the materials. 
i have been on the pool committee 
since i think 2012. we are looking at 
refurbishing the pool and keeping 
after those projects. so, i know a lot 
of what is going on already, and i think 
members of the community asked me 
to run because of that.

Why are you running for this position?

being in the construction industry, a lot 
of exciting things are going on around 
the city of shenandoah with residential 
and commercial construction. i thought 
that perhaps my expertise and past 
history with construction could possibly 
serve as an asset in the community.

What are some of your goals if you are 
elected?

i don’t know anything of how the 
government inside of shenandoah 
has worked, but it appears to me 
that a lot of focus is put on the newer 
communities. My wife and i bought a 
house in the older part of shenandoah 
only for the purpose of flipping it, but 
we bought it, the kids fell in love with 
it, and we are still there. what i would 
like to do is see what i can do to 
help maintain the focus on the older 
community. 

What issues are important to you?

honestly none at this point. i know 
that they are about to spend a lot of 
money on the park, and i have heard 
that a lot of people have been opposed 
to it in the older community. they are 
concerned that putting in the water 
features and all of that will bring more 
traffic into the community. at the 
same time that could be a tremendous 
positive for the city of shenandoah.

Why are you the best candidate for 
this position?

i am young. i am truly immersed in 
this community, my family is here. 
i want to see the best for them. My 
experience with large projects around 
the woodlands, commercial and 
residential. honesty and integrity are 
the ethics i live by, and i can serve the 
city well.

City of Shenandoah City Council Election

Mike McLeod – City of Shenandoah Council Seat 5 candidate

Josh Wendell - City of Shenandoah Council Seat 5 candidate

election Date: may 10, 7 a.m.–7 p.m.
early voting:   april 28–may 3
           may 5–6

Find your dream home…
Ready for move in!

It’s all here in Grand Cay Harbour: beautiful  
David Weekley homes and a great, seaside  
location! This community boasts laid-back coastal  
living, complete with bayside delights and water 
activities for all. Here, you’ll also enjoy:

For more information, contact us  
at 281-249-7732, or visit our website

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials, and availability of homes or communities are subject to change 
without notice or obligation. Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2014 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved. 
Houston, TX (HOUA56101)

The Ridgeharbour • $377,872 
5025 Brigantine Cay Court 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths, 1 Half Bath, 

The Oceanside • $477,984 
5506 Brigantine Cay Court 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths, 1 Half Bath, 4-car Garage

The Waterton • $352,790 
5229 Brigantine Cay Court 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths, Canal access

Come Home to

• Direct access to Galveston Bay 
• Lower insurance rates

• Storm protection
• Homes from the $280s

Moses Lake

Dollar Bay

Galveston 
Bay

H

Save the Date: Crawfish Boil May 3rd!
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Residential construction in and around The Woodlands
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Harmony is a 1,000-acre master-planned community at the intersection of Rayford and 
Riley Fuzzell roads. Its amenities include a park and pools complex.

Malaga Forest in Shenandoah is a small, gated community off of Wellman Road at the 
intersection with Malaga Forest Drive. Prices start at just under $400,000.

Liberty Branch, a 120-acre neighborhood, is under construction in Creekside Park. The 
development features two parks and is near the Creekside Park Village Center.

The Falls at Imperial Oaks at Birnham Woods Drive continues to expand in Spring. Community amenities include a 
lakeside clubhouse, a junior Olympic-size swimming pool, fitness center, nature trails and a dog park.

New homes continue to be built in East Shore, a 169-acre enclave just east of Lake Woodlands. Each of the East 
Shore neighborhoods features themed architecture ranging from classical American to southern colonial styles.

REPAIRS  • MAINTENANCE • INSTALLATIONS

281-651-5484

BradburyBrothers.com

“We Take Care of Your Air”
$50 OFF

REPAIRS
OF $200 OR MORE

BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC
WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH 

ANY OTHER OFFERS OR SPECIALS. COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER. 
EXPIRES 05-10-14

$59.00
TUNE-UP

(REG. $89)
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC

WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH 
ANY OTHER OFFERS OR SPECIALS. COMMUNITY 

IMPACT NEWSPAPER. 
EXPIRES 05-10-14

YOUR AIR CONDITIONING 
AND HEATING SPECIALISTS
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Former state senator Galloway joins 
District 4 race at deadline

SJRA announces Grogan’s Mill Road 
reopening delayed

By Brian Walzel
Just two months before the election, 

and nearly five months after the last 
candidate announced he was running, 
Michael Galloway has filed to run in the 
May 10 special election for state senate 
District 4. Galloway narrowly made the 
deadline to file for a spot on the ballot, fil-
ing on March 10, the final day to do so.

Galloway served as the District 4 
representative from 1995 to 1999, serving 
in both the 74th and 75th Texas Legis-
latures. Galloway also opposed Tommy 
Williams for District 4 seat in 2012, but 
was defeated in the primary election.

“I’m running for the same reason I 
have always run for this seat: to fight for 
conservative, free market values in the 
Texas Legislature,” Galloway said. “Too 
often, legislators go to Austin to be some-
body rather than to do something. Voters 
in this district deserve someone who will 
not just vote conservatively but actively 
work toward conservative goals, some-
thing of which I have a proven record.”

Galloway became the first Republican 
to hold the District 4 seat in 100 years 

By Brian Walzel
The San Jacinto River Authority 

announced March 18 that the 1-mile 
stretch of Grogan’s Mill Road between 
Woodlands Parkway and South Mill-
bend Drive will not reopen until late 
April, rather than the end of March as 
was initially anticipated.

Ronda Trow, spokeswoman for the 
SJRA, said recent rains and cold weather 
have caused delays in repaving the road.

“Due to a combination of unusually 
cold, wet weather and poorly draining 
local soil conditions, the anticipated 
schedule for restoration of traffic along 
the southbound lanes of Grogan’s Mill 
[Road], south of Woodlands Parkway 
to South Millbend [Drive], is now set 
for the third week of April (barring any 
further weather delays),” Trow said.

Initially, the road was to be reopened 
to traffic March 30 after more than five 
months of construction to install a water 
pipeline under the southbound roadway. 
During that time, southbound traffic 
has been diverted to one northbound 
lane, while all major intersections have 
remained open. 

“In order for the contractor to pour 
concrete for the main lanes, the soil 
conditions must be dry enough to meet 
certain specifications,” Trow said. 

BRIEfS

when he defeated 
Carl Parker in 
1994. 

Galloway 
touted his 100 
percent atten-
dance record 
while serving in 
the Texas Senate. 
Galloway served 
as vice-chairman 
of the Intergovernmental Relations Com-
mittee and was a member of the com-
mittees on Education, State Affairs, and 
Health and Human Services. 

Galloway and his wife, Angela, reside 
in Montgomery County and have two 
children, ages 20 and 17.

Williams announced in October that 
he would not be returning to his posi-
tion. Gov. Rick Perry announced a May 
10 special election to replace Williams. 
Other candidates for the position include 
former Rep. Steve Toth (R-The Wood-
lands), former Rep. Brandon Creighton 
(R-Conroe) and Woodlands Township 
director Gordy Bunch.

The 
SJRA 
is also 
installing 
pipeline 
under the 
northern 
segments of 
Grogan’s Mill 
Road between 
Woodlands Park-
way and Research 
Forest Drive. 

Similar to the south-
ern segments, south-
bound traffic is being 
diverted to a northbound 
lane, with intersections 
remaining open. Con-
struction on that segment is 
expected to be complete by early 
May, according to the SJRA.

Trow said the delay on the southern 
segment of Grogan’s Mill Road will not 
affect construction on the northern part.

The SJRA is installing pipeline as part 
of its Groundwater Reduction Program, 
a mandate by the Lone Star Groundwa-
ter Conservation District.
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“Work/life balance  
 is the single largest 
 benefi t to being located  
 in The Woodlands.”

The Woodlands offers numerous opportunities for community 

involvement that help create a healthy and productive 

environment for our employees, their families and our company.

   Mario M. Coll, III
   VP and Chief Information Offi cer,   
   Anadarko Petroleum Corporation
   Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands

Designed to be LEED Silver Certifi ed •  Adjacent parking 
Panoramic views of 200-acre Lake Woodlands

Easy access to Interstate 45 and Bush Intercontinental Airport
Walking distance to planned restaurants, retail, hotel, 

Whole Foods Market®, fi tness center, and multi-family residences 

NOW LEASING TWO HUGHES LANDING
CLASS A OFFICE BUILDING ON LAKE WOODLANDS

8 Stories, 197,719 sq. ft.

Where Business Lives Well

281-719-6100 • www.TheWoodlands-Commercial.com
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fROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, impactnews.com/wdl

First candidate announces plans to seek 
position on Conroe ISD board
By Brian Walzel

Although the election is still more than 
six months away, Woodlands resident 
Melanie Bush has announced her can-
didacy for Position 1 on the Conroe ISD 
board of trustees.

The election will be held Nov. 4, with 
Positions 1, 2 and 3 on the ballot this year. 
The Position 1 incumbent is Mel Brown, 
whose term expires this year. 

The Position 2 incumbent is Ray Sand-
ers, while C.J. Haynes resigned from 
Position 3.

“I am running for the CISD school 
board because I am a concerned parent 
and taxpayer,” Bush said. “Our school 
district is growing at an amazing rate and 
I want CISD to be fiscally responsible and 
expand with a measured growth while 

continuing our 
exemplary aca-
demic ratings.”

Candidates 
cannot formally 
file an applica-
tion for a place on 
the ballot until 
August. Bush is 
the first candidate 
to announce her plans to seek election to 
the board this year. Each position carries 
a four-year term.

Bush is a 2002 graduate of SMU and 
established her business, Better Book-
keepers, in 2001. 

The business incorporated in 2010 
and since that time, her business has 
expanded to include nine bookkeepers.

TOP 5 WEB STORIES
Most read web stories from 3/1/14–3/31/14

1  houston-to-dallas high-speed rail could 
break ground in two years

2  New theme park set to open in 2015 in east 
Montgomery County

3  local pour coming to Restaurant Row in 
hughes landing

4  Gracepoint homes to build residential 
development

5  topGolf sets april opening date for spring 
location

By Jesse Mendoza
The Shenandoah City Council voted 

March 22 to cancel this year’s special 
election to fill the unexpired term for 
Position 2, vacated by Ron Hyde, and 
declared unopposed candidates in gen-
eral election races. 

The Position 2 race was one of four 
open seats, and one of two contested 
races, that was to be filled after the May 
10 general election.

The special election was canceled 
because former candidate Kent Altemus, 
husband of former mayor Becky Altemus, 
withdrew from the race. 

Long-time Shenandoah resident John 
Houston will fill the Position 2 seat that 
was left vacant when Hyde resigned from 
the council in January, City Secretary 
Kathie Reyer said.

The city also declared unopposed gen-
eral election candidates, including Garry 

Watts, who is slated to replace outgoing 
mayor Wes Stephens, and council Posi-
tion 1 incumbent Gary Henson, who has 
served since 2010.

Watts was first appointed to City 
Council in 2005, and he served for four 
years as mayor starting in 2008.

Two candidates, Michael McLeod and 
Josh Wendell, are vying for the Position 5 
seat, the general election’s only contested 
race on May 10.

McLeod is president of the Shenandoah 
Sharks Swim Team board of directors, 
Reyer said, and Wendell has a back-
ground in home building and oil and gas.

Early voting for the May 10 election 
between McCleod and Wendell will be 
held in the South County Community 
Building at 2235 Lake Robbins Drive 
from 8 a.m.—5 p.m. April 28—May 3 and 
from 7 a.m.—7 p.m. May 5 and 6. 

City of Shenandoah cancels special election
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mobile-friendly, online-exclusive news
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook
impactnews.com/wdl-facebook

Follow us on Twitter
@impactnews_wdl

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at
impactnews.com/e-newsletter

By Brian Walzel
After years of rumors, Costco is 

finally coming to The Woodlands. The 
store will be on the northeast corner of 
Hwy. 242 and I-45 and is expected to 
open in November. Construction on the 
153,000-square-foot facility will start 
“very soon,” said Gil Staley, CEO of The 
Woodlands Area Economic Develop-
ment Partnership. 

The Woodlands store will be the 
sixth Houston area location for Costco. 
To induce Costco to open a store, The 
Woodlands Township approved a $2.3 
million sales tax grant, township presi-
dent Don Norrell said.

“This is sales tax the township would 
not otherwise receive if this project was 

The Woodlands lands 
Costco store
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constructed outside of the township 
boundaries,” Norrell said.

Costco is expected to complete the 
acquisition of the land from The Wood-
lands Development Company in April 
or May with construction beginning 
soon after.

Staley said that although a Costco 

store opening in The Woodlands has 
been rumored for several years, the deal 
has only been seriously discussed by 
the Development Company for about 
the past year.  Costco is a membership-
based warehouse store that sells a variety 
of goods and products, including appli-
ances and grocery items. 



People Per Household
AVERAGE 

2.65   PEOPLE
1   PERSON 

23%
2   PEOPLE 

34%
3   PEOPLE 

15%
4   PLUS 

28%

The Woodlands
            Demographics 

By The NumBers

AN INSIDE LOOk 

Compiled by 

Marie Leonard

Annual Household Income $105,151

$50,000-
$74,999 

13% 

$75,000 - 
$99,999 

10% 

$100,000 - 
$149,000 

18% 

$150,000 - 
$199,000 

16% 

$200,000+ 

19% 

$35,000-
$49,999 

8% 

$35,000-
$49,999 

7% 

LESS THAN
$25,000

9% 

Adults

Children

Total 

 78,859

Total 

28,910

The Population of The Woodlands
Total 

107,769
Median   Age 

41.2 
40,618 

OCCUPIED   residences 

18-24  10%
25-34  12%
35-44  22%
45-54  24%
55-64  17%
65-74  8%

75 & above  7%

UNDER 5   22%
5-9   22%
10-14 38%
15-17    18%

People Per Village
Grogans  Mills     14,707

Cochran’s   Crossing     15,982

Alden   Bridge     21,763

Sterling   Ridge     15,122

Town   Center     2,705

Creekside   Park   6,893 

Panther   Creek     14,184

Indian   Springs     6,378

College  Park     6,994

Carlton   Woods     864

East   Shore   563

Managed by a NABCEP Certifi ed PV Installation Professional - bala@SpaceCitySolar.com
15825 SH 249, SUITE 26, HOUSTON, TX 77086

We design, supply & install  solar panels

(281) 552-7004
CALL US FOR A FREE SOLAR ATTIC FAN

Space City Solar

ARH ADVANCED RHEUMATOLOGY
of HOUSTON
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Cindy Hamann
VP/Branch Manager
281-413-1187
cindy@cindyhamann.com
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campus tours and giveaways are offered. 10 
a.m.–2 p.m. Free. 777 Conroe Park N. Drive, 
Conroe. 936-521-4500.  
www.lonestar.edu/montgomery

12 Easter egg hunt
The city of Shenandoah hosts its 

annual Easter egg hunt in the city park. 
9–11 a.m. Free. 801 Maplewood Drive, 
Shenandoah. 281-298-5522.  
www.ci.shenandoah.tx.us

12 Casino fundraiser
Children’s Safe Harbor benefits from 

the “Betting on Courage – Casino Night” 
fundraiser with live music by The Beagles, 
silent auction and dinner. 6:30–10:30 p.m. 
$200 (individual tickets). The Woodlands 
Resort and Conference Center, 2301 N. 
Millbend Drive. 936-756-4644.  
www.childrenssafeharbor.org

18 and 19  
Eggtivities

The Woodlands Children’s Museum hosts 
“Eggtivities,” an egg-dying workshop 
including dipping, swirling and experimenting 
with various egg-dying methods. 11 a.m.–3 
p.m. $5 (ages 3 and up), free (age 2 and 
under). 4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 
280. 281-465-0955.  
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

20 Easter at the Pavilion
First Baptist Church The 

Woodlands presents Easter at the Pavilion. 
10 a.m. Free. Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion, 2005 Lake Robbins Drive.  
www.woodlandscenter.org

24 Rotary Club
U.S. Rep. Kevin Brady gives 

a legislative update at The Woodlands 
Rotary Club meeting. The Rotary Club 
meets every Thursday at The Woodlands 
Resort and Conference Center Vista 
Room. Noon. $20 (member guest fee). 
2301 N. Millbend Drive.   
www.woodlandsrotary.com

12 Tomball Bunny Run
The city of Tomball hosts its sixth 

annual Bunny Run 5K run/walk and 1-mile 
run/walk at the Historic Downtown Depot. 
The 5K race is chip-timed, and prizes 
are awarded to the top three finishers in 
each age category for the 5K. The event 
also includes a “Blinged-out Bunny Ears” 
contest. Packet pickup is from 5—7 p.m. 
April 10 and 11 at city hall, 105 S. Cherry. 
7 a.m. (race-day registration begins), 8 
a.m. (5K), 9 a.m. (1-mile walk). $25 (5K), 
$20 (1-mile ages 11 and up), $15 (1-mile 
ages 10 and under). 201 S. Elm St., 
Tomball. 281-351-5484.  
www.tomballtx.gov

12 and 13 
Waterway Arts Festival

The Woodlands Waterway Arts Council 
presents the ninth annual Woodlands 
Waterway Arts Festival, which takes place 
along the Woodlands Waterway and Town 
Green Park. The event features visual, 
culinary and performing arts as well 
as cooking demonstrations, live music 
and an interactive “Artopoly” area. 10 
a.m.–7 p.m. $12 (per day admission), free 
(children under 12). 2099 Lake Robbins 
Drive. www.woodlandsartsfestival.com

12 CareerFest 2014
Lone Star College-Conroe Center 

hosts CareerFest 2014 for those interested 
in learning about careers in fields such as 
welding, machining, automotive technology, 
certified nurse aide, business, accounting 
and computers. A free barbecue lunch, 

through May 4
Crawfish Festival 
Old Town Spring hosts its annual 

Crawfish Festival weekends April 25 through 
May 4, featuring live music and trays of boiled 
crawfish. 6 p.m.—midnight (April 25, May 2), 
noon—midnight (April 26, May 3) and noon—8 
p.m. (April 27, May 4).  427 Gentry, Spring. 
$10 (April 25 and May 2), $13 (online), $15 (at 
the gate), free (ages 12 and under).   
www.oldtownspring.com
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10 MCABW mixer
The Montgomery County Association 

of Business Women hosts its monthly mixer 
at GenuWine in Magnolia. Sommelier Brad 
Fox shares his expertise and complimentary 
refreshments will be served. 5–7 p.m. Free 
(happy hour wines available for $6 glass). 
6503 FM 1488, Ste. 401, Magnolia.  
713-256-8002. www.mcabw.org

10 Dancing for a Cause
The South Montgomery County 

YMCA hosts its second annual Dancing for a 
Cause with The Woodlands Stars, an event 
inspired by the reality TV show, “Dancing with 
the Stars” and benefiting the YMCA Giving 
Campaign. Local celebrities and professional 
dancers compete during the event, emceed 
by 99.1 radio personality Dana Tyson. 6 p.m. 
$125 (individual seats), $1,000 (table of 10). 
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel 
and Conference Center, 1601 Lake Robbins 
Drive. 281-681-6370. 

10 through 12 
Shakespeare on stage

Lone Star College-Montgomery’s drama 
department presents William Shakespeare’s 
“The Tempest” in the Mainstage Theater in 
the college’s Performing Arts Center, Bldg. D. 
7 p.m., 3 p.m. matinee (April 12). $5 (faculty, 
students and staff), $10 (general admission). 
3200 College Park Drive. 936-273-7021. 
www.lonestar.edu

11 Easter Eggstravaganza
The Woodlands Township Recreation 

Center hosts games, arts and crafts and 
dinner during its “Kids Night Out” event. 6–10 
p.m. $20 (per child). 5310 Research Forest 
Drive. www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

11 Women’s conference
The Lone Star College Women’s 

Conference takes place in the new Lone 
Star College Community Building, featuring 
inspirational speakers, goal-setting 
workshops, networking and mentorship 
opportunities. 7:30 a.m.–3 p.m. $79. 5000 
Research Forest Drive. 936-271-6342. 
www.lonestar.edu/womensconference

12 Drum Jam
Because Art Matters, a year-round 

educational outreach program of the 
Woodlands Waterway Arts Council, hosts 
Drum Jam 2014 featuring interactive drum 
stations, bongos, drum lines and junkyard 
percussion. 4–7 p.m. Free with Waterway 
Arts Festival admission, otherwise donations 
are accepted. 31 Waterway Square Place.  
www.woodlandswaterwayartscouncil.org

12 Homeschool expo
The inaugural Homeschool Family 

Expo features keynote speakers, science 
demonstrations, a mini-book fair and 
reception as well as a student commerce 
fair, art show, career day and exhibitors all 
focused on home-schooling families. 10 
a.m.–5 p.m. Free. Klein ISD Multipurpose 
Center, 7800 FM 2920. 832-443-7291.   
www.homeschoolfamilyexpo.com

CALENDAR
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Compiled by Nicole Bradford
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281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

Tickets can be purchased at The Pavilion 
Box Office, all Ticketmaster outlets, by 
calling 800-745-3000 or online at
www.ticketmaster.com.

IMPACT 2.375 x 12.25”

“Carmen”
A Concert Performance

MAY 9
Houston Grand opera 

8 p.m. / Gates: 7 p.m.
$20 orchestra seating

Free mezzanine & lawn seating 

Celebration oF 
stanton WelCH 

MAY 1
Houston ballet 
8 p.m. / Gates: 6:30 p.m.
$20 orchestra seating
Free mezzanine & lawn seating

Hats oFF to readinG
Celebration
House of Blues Tent

6 - 7:30 p.m. 
Free event
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26 Tile-painting
Nordstrom of The Woodlands 

hosts a tile-painting workshop for children, 
with proceeds benefiting The Woodlands 
Children’s Museum. Finished tiles will be 
placed in the kids’ wear department of the 
new store at The Woodlands Mall. $35.1201 
Lake Woodlands Drive. 281-465-0955. 

26 Open water swim day
Northshore Park allows open 

water swim training for those 14 and up 
only. No instruction is provided and walk-in 
registration is allowed. 7:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
$15 (advance, short course), $20 (short 
course), $25 (advance, long course), $30 
(long course), $30 (advance, both courses), 
$35 (both courses). Northshore Park, 2505 
Lake Woodlands Drive. 281-210-3950. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

26 Healthy Kids Day
The YMCA hosts Healthy Kids/

Healthy Family Day featuring family activities, 
entertainment and previews of the YMCA 
summer programs. 10 a.m.–1 p.m. Free. 
South Montgomery County Creekside YMCA 
Outdoor Adventure Center, 6464 Creekside 
Forest Drive. 281-367-9622. 

May 

01 Wild West WineFest
Macy’s Furniture in The Woodlands 

Mall hosts Wild West Winefest, a casual 

after-hours event benefiting the Montgomery 
County Women’s Center. Highlights include 
a silent auction, raffle and signature dish 
samplings from local restaurants along with 
wine tastings. 6–9 p.m. $100 (in advance), 
$125 (at the door). 1201 Lake Woodlands 
Drive. 936-441-4044, ext. 29.  
www.winefesttx.org

03 The Woodlands Triathlon
The Woodlands Triathlon, a 

sanctioned USA Triathlon, draws about 1,000 
athletes who will bike, run and swim through 
The Woodlands, ending with an awards party 
with live music at Northshore Park. 6:30–10 
a.m. (finish line closes at 10:10 a.m.). 
Athlete registrations are sold out. 2505 Lake 
Woodlands Drive. 281-210-3800. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

03 Kentucky Derby party
The Homeless Service Center of 

Montgomery County hosts its fourth annual 
fundraiser at the Belle Rose Maison in 
Conroe. The special Kentucky Derby viewing 
party includes a silent auction, live auction, 
food and entertainment. 4:30 p.m. $100. 
15833 Old Conroe Road, Conroe.  
936-760-4179.  
www.homelessservicecenter.org

09 Square dance club
The Woodlands Stars Square 

Dance Club hosts Houston caller Paul Cote 
at its May 9 dance. The club meets most 
Fridays at the South County Community 
Center. 7:30—9:30 p.m. Free. 2235 Lake 
Robbins Drive. www.thewoodlandsstars.com

10 Building Hope Gala
Habitat for Humanity celebrates 

25 years in Montgomery County with the 
Building Hope Gala at The Woodlands 
Waterway Marriott Hotel and Convention 
Center. The black-tie optional event includes 
an auction, dinner and dancing. 6 p.m. $150 
and up. 1601 Lake Robbins Drive.  
713-487-7381, ext. 202.  
www.hfhmctx.org/events/building-hope-gala/

13 Bike The Woodlands Day
A coalition of residents and 

organizations host an informal gathering 
at Starbucks to share ideas on making the 
community more bike-friendly. 7–9 a.m. 3000 
Research Forest Drive.  
www.bikethewoodlands.org

Ongoing

Toastmasters  
The Woodlands Toastmasters focuses on 
improving communication and leadership 
skills for members at all skill levels. Club No. 
6918 meets each Friday morning. Guests are 
welcome and no reservations are needed. 
7–8:30 a.m. Skeeter’s Mesquite Grill, 4747 
Research Forest Drive.  
www.woodlandstoastmasters.com

Woodlands Art League 
The Woodlands Art League holds workshops 
and classes throughout the year. The 
WAL gallery is at 25136 Grogan’s Park 
Drive. Membership applications can be 

downloaded from the website. $40 (individual 
annual dues), $10 (students), $57.50 (couple), 
$25 (seniors). 281-419-1980.  
www.woodlandsartleague.org

Mothers group 
Mothers of the Woodlands holds age-
specific playgroups, parties, mom’s night out 
and book groups. $25 (first year dues), $12 
(each year after)  
www.mothersofthewoodlands.com

Lions Club 
The Woodlands Lions Club meets on the 
second and fourth Tuesdays of the month at 
Carrabba’s Italian Grill. Visitors are welcome. 
Noon. 25665 I-45 N.  
www.woodlandslions.org

Find more or submit The Woodlands  
events at  
impactnews.com/wdl-calendar. 

To have The Woodlands events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Sponsored by
May

Ongoing
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The Dosey Doe Big Barn 
25911 I-45 N. 
The Woodlands • 281-367-3774
www.doseydoe.com

April 
 11  Darrell Scott and Tim O’Brien, 8:30 p.m.
 12  The Hit Men, 5 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. 
 13  Marshall Tucker Band, 7:30 p.m.
 17  Alyssa Warren, Sierra Bernal, Chelsea     
          Rollins, Greenwood, 8 p.m. 
 18  The Dirty River Boys, 8:30 p.m.
 19  Bobby Caldwell, 8:30 p.m.
 23  Sean McConnell, 8 p.m.
 24  Sundance Head, 8:30 p.m.
 25  Johnny Lee, 8:30 p.m.
 26  John Berry, 8:30 p.m.
 27  Johnny Rivers, 7:30 p.m.
 29  Cameran Nelson, 8 p.m.

May
 01  Over the Rhine, 8:30 p.m.
 02  Vince Vance and the Valiants, 8:30 p.m.
 04  The Zombies, 7:30 p.m.
 08  Little River Band, 8:30 p.m.
 09  Little River Band, 8:30 p.m.
 10  Lou Gramm, “The Voice of Foreigner,”  
   8:30 p.m.
 13  Hal Ketchum, 8 p.m.

Dosey Doe Music Café

463 FM 1488 
Conroe  • 936-271-2171
www.doseydoe.com

April 
 10  Kris Gordon, 8:30 p.m.
 11  Wade Hayes, 8:30 p.m.
 12  Farewell Drifters, 8:30 p.m.
 17  Zack Walther and the Awe Hells,  
   8:30 p.m.
 18  Carolyn Wonderland, 8:30 p.m.
 19  The Black Lillies with The Howlin’  
   Brothers Opening, 7:35 p.m.
 21  Sarah Kelly Music School, 7:30 p.m.
 23  Ellenowen, 8 p.m.

 24   Mike and the Moonpies, 8:30 p.m.

 25  Walt Wilkins and the Mystiqueros with  
   special guest Bart DeWin, 8:30 p.m.
 26  Kyle Hutton, 8:30 p.m.
 28  Sarah Kelly Music School, 7:30 p.m.
 30  Jonathan Byrd, Corin Raymond and  
   Grace Pettis “In the Round,” 8 p.m.

May
 02   Milk Drive, 8:30 p.m.
 09  Tommy Castro and the Painkillers,  
   8:30 p.m.
 10  The Tejas Brothers, 8:30 p.m.
 

Big Texas Saloon

19959 Holzwarth Road
Spring • 281-353-8898
www.bigtexassaloon.com  

April
 17  Scooter Brown Band, 10 p.m. 
 25  Kyle Park, 10 p.m. 

Main Street Crossing

111 W. Main St. 
Tomball • 281-290-0431
www.mainstreetcrossing.com  

April 
 10  Shellee Coley, 7 p.m.
 11  Already Gone – Eagles Tribute Band/ 
   Abbey Rode – Beatles Tribute Band,  
   8 p.m.
 16  Billy Joe Shaver, 8 p.m.
 17  Songtelling Show/Gordy Quist, 8 p.m.
 18  Christian Marie/Madilynn Raye/Lauren  
   Dodds/SAMI/London Lawhon, 8 p.m.
 22  Michael Martin Murphey, 7:30 p.m.
 23  Michael Martin Murphey, 8 p.m.
 24  Lincoln Durham, 8 p.m.
 25  Jimmy LaFave, 8 p.m.
 26  Wood and Wire, 8 p.m.
 30  Brandon Rhyder, 8 p.m. 

May
 07  Gary P. Nunn, 8 p.m.
 09  Sibling Rivalry, 8 p.m.
 15  Songtelling Show, 8 p.m.
 16  Hamilton Loomis, 8 p.m.

Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

2005 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

April 
 10  Kings of Leon, 7:30 p.m.
 12  Spyro Gyra and Lee Ritenour, 8 p.m.
 26  Casting Crowns with Laura Story and  
   surprise guest, 7 p.m.
 27  Il Divo, 8 p.m.

May 
 01  Celebration of Stanton Welch with  
   Houston Ballet, 8 p.m.
 02  Best of Beethoven with the Houston  
   Symphony, 8 p.m. 

 06    Bruce Springsteen and the E Street  
     Band, 7:30 p.m. 

 09  “Carmen” with the Houston Grand  
   Opera, 8 p.m.
 10  Lady Antebellum with Billy Currington  
   and David Nail, 7 p.m. 

 16  Dave Matthews Band, 7 p.m.
 18  Styx with Foreigner with Don Felder,  
   7 p.m.
 21  See the Music with the Houston  
   Symphony, 8 p.m.
 23  Journey and Steve Miller Band with  
   Tower of Power, 6:45 p.m. 
 29  Jimmy Buffett and the Coral Reefer  
   Band, 8 p.m. 

June
 05  Backstreet Boys with Avril Lavigne,  
   7:30 p.m.
 06  A Symphonic Journey with the Houston  
   Symphony, 8 p.m. 
 13  Wagner and Maazel’s “Ring Without  
   Words,” with the Texas Music Festival  
   Orchestra, 8 p.m.
 14  James Taylor, 8 p.m.
 17  Boston with the Doobie Brothers,  
   7 p.m. 
 27  Goo Goo Dolls and Daughtry, 6:45 p.m. 
 
July
 03  Star Spangled Salute with the Houston  
   Symphony, 8 p.m.
 10  Classical concert with the Houston  
   Symphony, 8 p.m. 
 12  Lionel Richie with Cee Lo Green,  
   7:30 p.m.
 13  Rascal Flatts with Sheryl Crow and  
   Gloriana, 2 p.m.
 24  The Sounds of Billy Joel with Michael  
   Cavanaugh, 8 p.m. 

August
 01  Fall Out Boy and Paramore with New  
   Politics, 7 p.m. 
 16  Nine Inch Nails and Soundgarden,  
   7 p.m.
 19  Panic! At the Disco, 7:30 p.m.
 22  OneRepublic, 7 p.m.
 29  Chicago and REO Speedwagon,  
   7:30 p.m.

Live at Night Spring Concert Series

31 Waterway Square Place
The Woodlands
www.thewoodlandscvb.com  

April 
 12  BAM Drum Jam, 6 p.m.
 19  Jazz Avenue, 6 p.m. 
 26  The Guppies Band, 6 p.m. 

May
 03  Platinum Players Zydeco Band, 6 p.m.

Wild Stallon Vineyards

5969 W. Rayford Road
Spring • 281-803-9463
www.wildstallionvineyards.com

April
 12  Step Rideau, 6 p.m.
 19  Hamilton Loomis, 6 p.m.
 26  Nobody’s Fool, 6 p.m.

May
 03  Last Soul Clan, 6 p.m.
 10  Shake Russell and Michael Hearne,  
   6 p.m.

LIVE MuSIC CALENDAR
Live Music in and around The Woodlands Compiled by Nicole Bradford

WWW.AMERIGOS.COM
25250 GROGANS PARK DRIVE 

THE WOODLANDS, 77380
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Grogan’s Park Dr.

Grogan’s Mill Rd.

Sawdust Rd.

CELEBRATE EASTER AT

Special a-la-carte 
br unch  menu 

Available 11 am–4 pm
 

FEATURING:
• Amerigo’s Traditional Favorites • 

• Chef-Inspired Specials •
• Brunch Off erings •
• Children’s Menu •

Enjoy house made 
Peach  Foam Bell ini’s

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

281.362.0808
FOR EASTER BRUNCH MENU, VISIT

WWW.AMERIGOS.COM

Join us for
East er  
Brunch 

Sunday, April 20th

Mimosa and Sangria

DINNER MENU AVAILABLE 4–10 PM

ENJOY LIVE PIANO MUSIC
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Simon’s Barber Shop

Robinson Rd. 

Robinson Rd.

H
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Jim Simon has been cutting the hair of loyal patrons at Simon’s Barber Shop for 50 years.
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Simon’s Barber Shop
Business  establishes community ties

F or nearly 50 years, Simon’s Barber 
Shop owner Jim Simon has found 
the secret to success by expanding 

his business while maintaining personal 
relationships with employees and patrons 
for generations.

“Basically I guess the relationship is 
almost like a family atmosphere—it’s not 
a customer atmosphere around here,” Jim 
said. “They’re friends and they’re more 
family than they are customers. All of 
our barbers here have been with me at 
least 20-something years.”

In keeping with the family atmo-
sphere, Jim’s sons Jimmy and Kevin and 
his daughter-in-law Nikki work at the 
shop, which opened its first location in 
Houston during the 1960s and a second 
shop about a decade later in The Wood-
lands area. 

Both venues operated until the Hous-
ton location closed about three years 
ago, Jim said. The business, now located 
in Oak Ridge North, has moved to four 
different storefronts throughout the years 
and expanded from two barbers to eight.

“Every time we’ve made a move [in 
location], it’s only been because our space 
has run out because of handling people,” 
Jim said. “We have no plans on increas-
ing the number of shops. We’d like to 
keep it a big family gathering.”

   Houston resident John Moffitt said 
Jim has been his barber for more than 
40 years. Moffitt, who had hair down to 
his shoulders, originally stumbled upon 
Simon’s Barber Shop in Houston when he 

was working for Amoco in the 1970s and 
has become a loyal customer ever since. 
Moffitt said low-price haircuts, quality 
service and familiarity keep him coming 
back to the business.

“Even when I was a young man, he was 
mostly cutting old men’s hair, but I just 
never thought I’d end up being one of 
them,” Moffitt said. “I don’t know what 
he does, but I think he turns the clipper 
on their head, and it makes them happy.”

With 18 years of experience at the 
barber shop, Kevin said he enjoys inter-
acting with customers and continues to 
ensure the business is active within the 
community. 

The shop’s employees travel to homes 
in the area to provide free or low-cost 
haircuts for older customers with health 
problems. 

In addition, the business hosts fun-
draisers for various schools and sports 
programs in The Woodlands and Oak 
Ridge North areas.

Hundreds of people, including men, 
women and children, visit the shop each 
week, and some weekends about 40 
customers can be seen waiting in line for 
a haircut, Jim said. Keeping a close-knit 
atmosphere continues to be a priority 
despite the business’ success, he said.

“With the eight barbers, we have a 
variety of personalities in the shop,” Jim 
said. “There’s some that are outgoing and 
some that are conservative, and with the 
mix of the barbers that we have, it gives 
customers a wide choice.”

BuSINESS

26797 Hanna Road, Ste. 4 
Oak Ridge North • 281-364-1288
Hours: Tue., Thu. and Fri.  
9 a.m.–6 p.m., Wed. 9 a.m.– 
7 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.–1 p.m.,  
closed Sun. and Mon.

By Liza Winkler

Services and pricing
•	Men’s haircuts - $13
•	Women’s haircuts (shampoo, styling, high-

lighting and coloring) – vary, typically $25 
and up 

•	Children’s haircuts - $13 
•	Senior citizens’ haircuts - $12

Customer and employee 
comments
“Let’s say [Jim Simon’s] been cutting my hair 
43 years, I’ve probably gotten five, maybe 
10 hair cuts by barbers that weren’t him. He 
knows exactly what I like.” 

- John Moffitt, customer

“We see lots of regular customers. All of our 
customers are family to us as many years as 
we’ve been [seeing] them.”

- Kevin Simon, employee

Craig Hambrick, right, has had his hair cut at 
Simon’s Barber Shop for seven years.

Jim Simon believes a family atmosphere has 
been key for his shop’s long lifespan.

Patrons get haircuts from several of eight bar-
bers working at Simon’s Barber Shop.

Computer Repair • Virus Removal
On-Site/Remote Support • PC Tune-Up

Website Design • Marketing
Graphic Design • Mobile Solutions

1118 Sawdust Road, The Woodlands, Texas 77380
281-607-1807 | www.digital-forerunners.com

Free PC Check up
$10 OFF Any Service

Must present coupon. 
Expires 5/10/2014

ervice
pon
14

n. 

Se Habla Español
Register TODAY at www.scfootball.org

SUMMER CAMPS

Mark Schmid 
Football 

Camp

(June 9–12)

College Park 
Football 

Positions Camp
(July 7–9)

One & Three 
Week 

Speed Camps

(July 28–
August 14)

Tackle 
Football & 

Cheer 
Registration 

Begins 
May 1st

7 on 7 Flag 
Football 

(April 26–
May 24)
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The Woodlands Young Learners Academy

Woodlands Pkwy. 

Woodstead Ct. 
S
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Instructor Stephanie Arellano uses props to teach Spanish to Young Learners Academy students.
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Young Learners Academy
Preschool focuses on student’s enrichment

W hile looking for preschools 
for her son and not finding 
the kinds of environments 

she wanted, Deborah Kaschik decided to 
create it herself and founded The Wood-
lands Young Learner’s Academy.

Having taught at Conroe ISD, Kas-
chik wanted to bring her experience in 
the school setting—computer science, 
music, library and gym—and turn it into 
a preschool setting that offered more 
enrichment. Her background includes 
elementary education with certification 
in reading and special education as well 
as a master’s degree in gifted and talented 
learning. 

“When I started looking, there was 
nothing like that,” Kaschik said. “I 
thought it would be something neat to do 
and be different [and], at the same time, 
provide a nice experience.”

To build a new building would have 
cost more than $1 million, but a Realtor 
was able to connect them with the former 
State Farm building just off of Wood-
lands Parkway and Six Pines Drive. 

The owner of the property, excited for 
the idea and interested in having a long-
term tenant, decided to partner with 
them.

“It was kind of a difficult because we 
didn’t have the chain name and didn’t 
have anything to show them to see if it 
would work, we just knew we had a great 
concept,” Kaschik said.

Seven years later, The Woodlands 
Young Learner’s Academy has 35 
employees and caters to children from 

ages 18 months to kindergarten.
Different teachers work in each area, 

such as the library, computer lab and sci-
ence lab. The children transition to each 
class during the day in small groups, 
which Kaschik said enables the children 
to get out of their rooms and work with 
different people.

Two days a week Kaschik teaches 
small groups beginning in the 3-year-old 
rooms. Kaschik also visits the younger 
children, joining them for circle time.

“I get to know them when they are 
younger so when I teach them in Pre-K, 
I can work with the teacher to enhance 
whatever they need,” she said. “Maybe 
they need more help on letters and num-
ber, or they are good there and ready to 
read.”

Kaschik is ready to expand. In addition 
to TWYLA, she purchased a location 
two years ago on FM 1960 called Learn-
ing Lane that features a small classroom 
environment for preschool. 

She has also brought on a new partner, 
Ed Ziegler, who is working with her on 
Linder Young Learner’s Academy, which 
works with autistic children. Kaschik’s 
vision is to put two classrooms there to 
support children with autism.

Among the three locations, Kaschik’s 
employees are approaching the 100 mark, 
something that she is excited about, espe-
cially for what it means to the children.

“Everyone blooms at their own pace, 
but if you are going to bloom, we will 
help you wherever you happen to be,” she 
said.

BuSINESS

1500 Woodstead Court
The Woodlands • 832-257-3563
www.twyounglearners.com

Academy programs
•	18 to 24 months – Early Learners
•	2 years old – Early Learners 2
•	3 years old – Little Learners 1 (older 2s, 

younger 3s ) and Little Learners 2 (younger 
3s, older 4s)

•	4 years old – Pre-kindergarten
•	5 years old – Kindergarten

Special classes offered
•	TWYLA	Technology	Lab: The computer 

lab focuses on age-appropriate technol-
ogy. Starting at 3 years old, students visit 
the lab on an alternating schedule until 
kindergarten when they go every day. Older 
children learn skills, such as building a 
Powerpoint, how to send an email and how 
to safely use the Internet. 

•	TWYLA	Science	and	Mathematics	Lab:	
This is a hands-on area where students 
don lab coats and goggles and perform fun 
experiments. 

•	TWYLA	City	Music	Hall: The music 
teacher prepares kindergartners to perform 
in programs during Christmas and gradua-
tion. Younger students perform rhythm and 
music movement, study composers and 
learn to hear how instruments sound. 

•	Bold’s: The gym provides physical educa-
tion including soccer. 

•	Presidential	Library: Students learn about 
the presidents, literature, history and social 
studies.

Teacher Elizabeth Pachuca lines-up her  pre-
kindergarten students between class periods.

Students play tennis during physical education.

Dan Alton, Debbie Kaschik and Ed Ziegler own 
and operate Young Learners Academy.

By Christine Hall

26832 I-45 North, Spring, TX 77386

281-259-9500 | www.weightlosstexas.com

FREE
• Delivery   • Water Bottle

• Consultation • Weight Graph

Free Water Bottle
For visiting our store

No purchase Necessary

Weightloss Texas Inc.
Authorized 

Distributor

*Northbound Feeder Between Rayford/Sawdust & Woodlands Pkwy.

Call for Details

Years of Proven Results

We now have frozen Nutrisystem foods
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Pallotta’s Mexican Grill

Rayford Rd. 
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Popular dishes at Pallotta’s include the Pallotta’s Stuffed Chicken and the traditional mole enchiladas.
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Pallotta’s Mexican Grill
Eatery prepares for five-year anniversary

W hen Pallotta’s Mexican Grill 
opened on Rayford Road, the 
owners introduced them-

selves by providing free lunches to the 
teachers in the Oak Ridge High School 
feeder system. Now, as they prepare for 
the fifth anniversary, the restaurant has 
become a gathering place for regulars.

Pallotta’s opened in 2009 after own-
ers John and Frances Planchard saw an 
opportunity at a new shopping center in 
a growing area along Rayford Road.

“The intention was to make it an 
upscale, family-oriented restaurant that 
provided top quality Mexican food,” 
John said. “We do a lot of traditional 
Mexican dishes, but now we offer some 
American dishes too. We take things that 
people want and add our own flair.”

The use of fresh ingredients is impor-
tant at Pallotta’s, where sauces, taco beef 
and salsas are prepared from scratch. The 
salsa is prepared using a secret recipe 
developed by kitchen manager Octavio 
Colin. The restaurant brings in between 
875–1,000 pounds of tomatoes every 
week, which are roasted to give the salsa 

a distinct flavor, John said.
The menu is continually evolving, 

manager Andrew Vader said. New items 
are tested as weekly or nightly specials 
to get feedback from customers. The staff 
recently tested a batch of Cholula chicken 
wings on a group of regulars, whom 
Vader said kept asking for more.

Inspiration for new items often comes 
straight from the home kitchen of Octa-
vio and his wife, Blanca, who also works 
in the eatery’s kitchen. 

“My favorite thing to hear from Octa-
vio is that he’s got something new he 
wants to try out,” Vader said.

Pallotta’s also offers take-out and 
catering. The restaurant features a room 
that can be reserved with seating for 50.

Bringing new customers in can be 
tricky because the restaurant can be 
easy to miss from the street, but once 
they come in, they usually come back, 
John said. 

“If you have quality food, service that 
makes the customer feel important and 
your prices are reasonable, your business 
will be good,” he said. 

DINING

2211 Rayford Road, Ste. 119
Spring • 281-362-1114
www.pallottasmexgrill.com
Hours: Sun.–Thu. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.

By Shawn Arrajj

Owner recommendations
•	Pallotta’s	Stuffed	Chicken—Grilled 

chicken breast stuffed with jack cheese 
and spinach, topped with sauteed 
mushrooms, tomatoes, red onions, 
jalapeno and wine butter sauce, served 
with cilantro rice and mixed vegetables 
($15.99)

•	Tilapia	Veracruz—Pan-grilled tilapia 
filet with tomatoes, mushrooms, red on-
ions, cilantro and jalapeno, topped with 
special white wine sauce and served 
with cilantro rice and mixed vegetables 
($16.99)

•	Avocado	Enchiladas—Two beef or 
chicken fajita enchiladas topped with 
avocado sauce and Jack cheese 
($11.49)

•	Tamales—Options include chicken with 
tomatillo sauce or pork with beef gravy, 
Mexican rice and refried beans (two for 
$8.99, three for $9.99)

•	Queso	Burger—Half-pound chargrilled 
angus beef patty, chile con queso, 
pickled jalapenos and grilled onions, 
served on a sourdough bun with french 
fries ($9.99)

John and Frances Planchard opened Pallotta’s in 2009.

The bar offers beer, margaritas, wine and cocktails.

The family-friendly restaurant features festive decor.

Pallotta’s is found in a Rayford Road shopping center.

Spot On
Pallotta’s offers special deals through 
its Spot On frequent diner program, 
manager Andrew Vader said. Guests fill 
out a form to receive a card or download 
a smartphone app allowing them to sign 
in as they walk in the door. This allows 
them to collect “spots,” which can be 
exchanged for food or discounts. 

Rewards are adjusted to feature different 
items, Vader said. Specials include a 
free chili con queso for five points and 
an $8.99 discount on an entree for eight 
points. Guests automatically get rewards 
on their birthdays as well.

Anniversary celebration
Pallotta’s will be celebrating its fifth 
anniversary April 15. Owner John 
Planchard said food specials will be 
available all day and will also extend to 
the eatery’s drink menu, which includes 
beer and margaritas. Door prizes will 
also be given out.
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A fter opening at 24 Waterway 
in October, The Refuge Bar 
and Bistro has gained a strong 

following and reputation among the 
after-hours Town Center working crowd 
as well as those looking for signature 
crafted beers and cocktails.

“The great thing about the location 
here is that you get customers from all 
over,” co-owner Mark Zientek said.

Calling The Refuge a gastropub, the 
Waterway bistro offers a variety of pub-
style items, such as sandwiches, flat-
breads, salads, and cheese and meat trays 
ideal for sharing. 

“The bar food here is presented very 
well and all locally sourced,” Zientek 
said.

The Refuge has recently capitalized 
on the closing of the nearby Hubbell & 
Hudson Market by offering craft coffee 
selections purchased from the Virtue 
Coffee Company in Tomball. Along with 
the coffee, Zientek said, they also offer 
pastries and sweets for breakfast. 

The bar specializes in craft beers and 
cocktails, with all 12 of its taps offering 
Texas microbrews. Bourbons, whiskeys, 

scotches and classic cocktails are also 
popular choices among customers. 

Zientek said The Refuge is establishing 
itself as a regular after-hours location for 
returning customers, filling a void in the 
local market for an independently owned 
establishment. 

H ouston Shoe Hospital has seen 
an increase in customers looking 
for shoe and leather repairs since 

the store’s opening in January.
The company was established by the 

Maida family in Houston in 1906, and it 
has been salvaging high-prized footwear 
ever since, store manager Juste Bradley 
said.

The Woodlands location is the ninth 
store under the management of owner 
Steve Kelly, Bradley said.

“Most of our work is done in-house,” 
Bradley said. “Most shops can’t do 
the sole and heel work that we can do. 
Nobody in the world has the dye facility 
that we have. We can dye items just like 
they are coming out of a factory.”

Bradley said women’s high heels and 
men’s work boots rank among the most 
commonly repaired footwear, but he said 
the store also repairs other leather items.

“Anything leather. Handbags, brief-
cases, wallets, belts, baseball gloves, 
chaps,” Bradley said. “We just fixed a pair 
of ladies’ chaps last week.”

Prices can range from a $6 shoeshine 
to more than $100 for extensive sole and 

heel repair or replacement, Bradley said.
“Repairs we usually take two to three 

days; soles and heels we usually ask for 
about four days,” Bradley said. “We basi-
cally assess the shoe and try to educate 
the customer on their shoes and what 
they can do to make them last longer.”

Houston Shoe Hospital
Repair shop seeing more new business

IMPACT uPDATES
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202 Sawdust Road, Ste. 101
Spring	•	832-948-1040
www.houstonshoehospital.com

By Jesse Mendoza
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Juste Bradley helps repair shoes and leather 
items at Houston Shoe Hospital.

The Refuge Bar and Bistro
Coffee, breakfast items now on menu

24 Waterway Ave. 
The Woodlands • 713-389-5674
www.refugeinthewoodlands.com

By Brian Walzel
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Co-owner Mark Zientek helps operate The Refuge 
Bar and Bistro in The Woodlands.

   

Lake Robbins Dr.

Waterway Ave.

“ ”
RANKED ONE OF THE 

TOP 5 LUXURY COURSES 
TO PLAY IN THE GREATER HOUSTON AREA.    

          -AVID GOLFER MAGAZINE

JOIN NOW AND PAY NO GREENS OR CART FEES UNTIL MAY 1! 
Apply to become a member today and play the best courses in Houston!   

Plus receive access to our exclusive benefits and amenities:

Social Events • Family Dining • Access to 450 Clubs Nationwide with PlayAway • Instructional Programs 

Leagues & Associations • Banquet Facilities • Sundown Rates • Sequoia Tickets • Kids Play Free • & Much More

Call Chappell at 877.695.4347 for more information or to take a tour of the clubs.

 WWW.CANONGATETEXAS.COM
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T he Tandoory Taco franchise has 
started to expand since opening 
its first restaurant in The Wood-

lands in July.
Owners Alex Nagal and Kathiravan 

Athimoolam opened a new location 
for their “Indian flavor meets the taco 
world” restaurant in Frisco in March, 
The Woodlands manager Shawn Johnson 
said.

The restaurant cooks its food using a 
Tandoor, a vertical oven often used in 
some Asian countries.

“A lot of the food is marinated in 
yogurt, and a lot of spices of course, then 
it is put on long kabobs and they are 
cooked in that Tandoori, which is a verti-
cal clay oven,” Johnson said. “The naan 
bread—they pound it and they put it on 
the wall, so that’s why it comes out in an 
oblong shape. It gives it a good flavor; it’s 
a good cooking method.”

Business in The Woodlands has 
steadily increased, particularly the week-
day lunch crowd composed of profession-
als around the area, Johnson said.

As the restaurant patrons continue 
to grow, Johnson said they are also able 

to offer catering, allow for large pick-
up orders and even dabble in nearby 
delivery.

Meals range from $2.99 for a single 
taco to about $8.99 for small plate entrees 
and $15.99 for larger entrees.

 

Tandoory Taco
Woodlands store enables company to expand 

 
 Sawdust Rd.
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407 Sawdust Road
The	Woodlands	•	281-203-5020
www.tandoorytaco.com

By Jesse Mendoza
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The Woodlands Tandoory Taco manager Shawn 
Johnson has seen a steady increase in patronage 
since opening in July.

T exas Taco Company continues 
to open new restaurants in the 
Greater Houston area following 

the opening of the Magnolia location in 
August 2013.

“We think new Magnolia is an area 
that is growing very fast,” manager Char-
lie Chen said. “A lot of people live around 
here, and there is less competition. We 
are different from a regular Mexican 
restaurant.”

Texas Taco Company offers a variety of 
tacos, burritos, and chips and queso. 

“The bestsellers are the homemade 
marinaded fajita steak and chicken 
tacos,” Chen said. “My favorite is the 
grilled tilapia topped with cilantro, 
mango and sour cream.”

Texas Taco Company recently opened 
its third Houston restaurant, at 6166 
Hwy. 6 North.

“The new one at Highway 6 has been 
growing every week,” Chen said. “[In 
Magnolia] we are hitting a point where 
we can not go a little farther because 
the dining room here is quite small, we 
already did the best we could.”

Texas Taco Company
Popular restaurant grows quickly

6606 FM 1488
Magnolia	•	936-231-8332
www.texastaco.com

By Jesse Mendoza
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Texas Taco Company manager Charlie Chen helps 
operate the popular Magnolia restaurant.
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The chain has plans to continue 

growing by opening several additional 
locations in the next couple of months 
throughout Houston, Chen said.

“We are trying to open up at least three 
more [restaurants] in about a couple of 
months,” Chen said. 

Festival of Wine, Music and Food Vine King Performing { April 5th }

Festival of Wine, Music and Food Step Rideau Perfoming { April 12th }

Festival of Wine, Music and Food Hamilton Louis Perfoming { April 19th }

Festival of Wine, Music and Food Nobody’s Fool Perfoming { April 26th }

Festival of Wine, Music and Food Last Soul Clan { May 3rd }

Festival of Wine, Music and Food Shake Russell and Michael Hearn { May10th } 

Rain or Shine
Limited Seating available

Now accepting reservations

UPCOMING EVENTS

Wild Stallion Vineyards
5969 West Rayford
Spring, TX 77389 

281-803-WINE(9463)
www.wildstallionvineyards.com
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5969 West Rayford 
Spring, TX 77389
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INSIDE INFORMATION

OffshOre TechnOlOgy cOnference
‘14

The annual Offshore Technology Conference brings thousands of visitors and 

companies from around the world to Houston every year to learn about new 

resources and projects in the energy industry. This year’s event runs May 5–8 at 

Reliant Park. For more information, visit www.otcnet.org/2014.

Oil and gas companies, such as Anadarko, BP, Noble, Chevron, Statoil, Marathon 

and Pemex, present updates about their recent projects and best practices. New 

technology and applications are presented during the conference, including 

solutions for underwater monitoring networks and sensing and process safety in 

offshore operations. Ideas for new industry curriculum are discussed, including 

new standards for subsea engineering education. 

SCHEduLE	inCLudES:
Topical breakfasts and lunches, university research and development showcases, 

technical sessions, exhibitions, workshops, and a 45th anniversary concert

by The numbers

2014 hIghlIghTs

TOp InTernaTIOnal cOunTrIes represenTed

may 5–8 
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Source: Offshore Technology Conference

TheWoodlands-Spring.com

TTThhee WWoooddllands && SSpprriinngThe Woodlands & Spring

Call (281)367-7770 #1 Top Producing Offi ce in Texas

For all the things 
that move you.

Compiled by Marie Leonard

u n I T e d  s T a T e s :  7
9 %



The Woodlands Edition • April 2014 FEATURES  37

CONROE / The Woodlands Large Urbanized Area
Calvary Rd. 
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Following the results of the 2010 Census, the U.S. Census Bureau named the geographic region that includes 
Conroe and The Woodlands as a Large Urbanized Area, or UZA. The UZA includes the city of Conroe, The 
Woodlands Township, cities and unincorporated areas of south Montgomery County.

What does it mean to be a UZA?

Being designated as a UZA allows The Woodlands 
and Conroe to receive Federal Transit Administration 
grant funding for public transportation projects. 
Prior to receiving grant money from the FTA, the 
city of Conroe and the township had to name a 
designated recipient to apply for, receive and 
allocate money for transit projects. In 2013, Conroe 
and The Woodlands agreed that each would be a 
designated recipient. 

What can the money be used for?

Eligible uses for FTA funds include planning, 
engineering design of transit projects, replacement 
of and improvements to buses, and construction of 
maintenance and passenger facilities, according to 
the FTA. 

“The FTA will pay for a portion of the operating 
cost of, say, the park and rides in The Woodlands,” 
township president Don Norrell said. 

How is funding determined?

For the Conroe-The Woodlands UZA, which has 
a population of 239,938, the funding formula is 
based on a combination of bus revenue, vehicle 

miles, bus passenger miles and population density, 
according to the FTA. The UZA is overseen by a 
four-member committee, which includes township 
chairman Bruce Tough, Montgomery County 
Precinct 3 Commissioner James Noack, Oak Ridge 
North Mayor Jim Kuykendall, and city of Conroe 
councilman Guy Martin. 

Who is responsible for transit?

According to the agreement, Conroe oversees 
transit north of FM 1488, while The Woodlands 
oversees transit in areas south of FM 1488. However, 
Norrell said neither The Woodlands nor Conroe is 
responsible for providing transit in their respective 
areas. Whichever entity asks for funding must first 
prove the need for transit services, he said. 

How much money has the UZA received?

For the FTA FY 2013, the Conroe-The Woodlands 
UZA received $3,335,711. Of that amount, The 
Woodlands received $2.6 million, while Conroe 
received $646,000.

For the FTA FY 2014, the Conroe-The Woodlands 
UZA will receive $3,521,653. The FY 2014 money 
has yet to be allocated, Norrell said. 

INSIDE INFORMATION

Strong in Community. Strong in Knowledge.

The strength you need
for all your legal business.

Strong in Results.
o
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Real Estate

Energy

Business Law
Estate Planning

10003 Woodloch Forest Dr., Suite 210, The Woodlands, TX 77380

281-367-1222 www.thestrongfirm.com

Bret Strong
Founder and Managing Shareholder
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Cut and Shoot

The Woodlands

By Brian Walzel 
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The woodlands UniTed MeThodisT ChUrCh 

holy week 
serviCes and evenTs

Holy Saturday | april 19 
3:00 p.m. Family Easter Worship 
6:11 p.m. Loft Modern Worship 

EaStEr Sunday | april 20 
7:15 a.m. Sunrise Breakfast 
8:00, 9:15 & 11:00 a.m.+ Traditional Worship 
9:15 & 11:00 a.m. Chapel Traditional Worship     
9:29+ & 11:11 a.m. Loft Modern Worship 
9:30 & 11:15 a.m. Harvest Contemporary Worship

palm Sunday | april 13 
8:30 & 9:35 a.m. Chapel Traditional Worship  
9:15 a.m. Harvest Contemporary Worship  
9:29 a.m.+ & 11:11 a.m. Loft Modern Worship 
11:00 a.m.+ Traditional Worship 

monday & tuESday | april 14 & 15 
1:30 p.m. Children’s Easter Story Time 

maundy tHurSday | april 17 
7:30 p.m.+ Traditional Worship

Good Friday | april 18 
Noon Chapel Traditional Worship  
7:30 p.m.+ Contemporary Worship

For details visit
thewoodlandsumc.org/easter

2200 lake woodlands dr.  |  The woodlands, TX 77380  |  281.297.5900  
 + live streaming worship available online  |  watch.thewoodlandsumc.org

Easter2014_CommunityImpact.indd   1 3/28/14   1:40 PM

billiardfactory.com

26419 i-45 North
The Woodlands, tX 77380
281-681-8809

888-647-6611  |  four Houston locations  |  austiN • dallas • HoustoN • saN aNtoNio

sigtheater.com

Home Theater Seating from $2000.

Complete Home Theater Packages from $8000.
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Chaille Ralph
Chairwoman, Houston Association of Realtors
By Jesse Mendoza

Chaille Ralph, chairwoman of the Houston Association of REALTORS board, has 
worked as a licensed real estate broker since 1982.

The native Houstonian began her career by managing and marketing commercial 
office buildings, and then she grew to include commercial construction and project 
management before shifting to residential sales in the mid-1980s.

Ralph would later expand her skills to relocation services and sales management. 
Ralph often helps train aspiring and well-seasoned real estate agents, and she com-

bines state-of-the-art technology solutions along with support for her sales associates to 
bring a high level of service to costumers.

Through her career Ralph has served on numerous committees, task forces and held 
leadership positions with HAR. 

Today Ralph serves as the 2014 chairwoman of the HAR board and holds director 
positions with both the Texas and National associations of Realtors.

How long is the Greater Houston 
area expected to remain a seller’s 
market? 

We expect that certainly throughout 
2014 and into 2015 that we are going to 
see pretty much a seller’s market. We 
think the market will stay strong well 
into 2015. Sales are strong right now; 
they continue to be strong on a monthly 
basis. If property is priced right it tends 
to move very quickly. Inventory is still 
low as of the end of January. Our January 
numbers showed 2.6 months of inven-
tory throughout the Greater Houston 
area currently on the market.

When is the current and planned 
future home construction expected 
to catch up with the demand in the 
Greater Houston? Is there any fear 
of overbuilding?

I certainly do believe that we have 
learned our lesson in the overbuilding. 
I think we have probably started a little 
slow in the last couple of years build-
ing because the market was still coming 
back. I think you will start to see again, 
probably in 2015–16, a lot of that catch-
up because right now they really can’t 
keep up with a lot of the demand.

Who is typically moving to master-
planned communities, and what 
makes these communities so 
popular?

I think what makes them popular is 
your ability to live, work and play. You 
are seeing more development happen in 
the outlying areas from the commercial 
standpoint as well as the residential. You 
go back and forth at different times in 
our lives of not wanting a commute or 
wanting to work in the central business 
district and not worrying so much about 
the commute, but when we see facilities, 
such as the Exxon facility, going in The 
Woodlands market, you know people 
want to live out there. They don’t want to 
commute out to that area, even though 
in some ways it would be a reverse com-
mute. We are seeing a lot in our close-in 
markets people have already in the last 
two years moved out to The Woodlands 
market because they want to beat the 
rush before the facility is finished and 
Exxon employs.

What factors are taken into 
consideration when determining 
housing costs? 

Certainly inventory is going to 
drive prices up. When you have lower 

inventory, your prices for land go up as 
well. When you have a market such as we 
are in, you also end up with issues with 
supply, you have issues with contractors 
to do the work and the cost of materials 
goes up. 

What kind of impact is the 
ExxonMobil relocation having on 
the housing market in north Harris 
and south Montgomery counties?

It’s having a huge impact. The months 
of inventory around that market are 1.5 
months of inventory. So if nothing else 
came in the market basically the inven-
tory would be depleted in a month and 
a half, so it’s definitely a big effect. It’s in 
all price ranges that we have out there 
that the inventory is low, so the new 
construction is really important. I think 
people are fearful of putting their house 
on the market because they don’t have 
any place to go.

What will build-out in The 
Woodlands do to home prices in 
and around the community in the 
next five–10 years?

I think it’s kind of like waterfront 
property. There is only so much of it. So 
at some point it will help to increase the 

values in the area. But you have a lot of 
areas surrounding The Woodlands that 
are just as desirable, and again with the 
impact of the Exxon facility, it’s really 
pulling a lot more into that Tomball, 
Magnolia area. It’s a desirable area as 
well and in some ways may be easier to 
access coming in from the different paths 
that you can access the facilities.

What type of relationship do you 
have with homebuilders? 

HAR has communicated the need for 
inventory. I have several developments 
where I have agents marking the devel-
opment. One specifically in the Bellaire 
market area is not actually in Bellaire, 42 
townhome patio homes going in, and the 
builder didn’t want to start until we sold 
the three that we had on the ground, but 
its a catch-22. People aren’t going to buy 
land anymore and wait 18 months for 
somebody to build something; they are 
not going to put their money into that. 
They are going to see if they can find 
something that is ready today. It’s hard 
sometimes to convince those builders 
because they have been burned before 
and have the inventory sit on the ground. 
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Corey LeJeune
9595 Six Pines Dr. Suite 1460
The Woodlands, TX 77380

WWW.COREYLEJEUNE.COM

HELPING YOU MANAGE 
THE UNEXPECTED!

PHONE: (281) 516-1112
FAX: (281) 466-3308 
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Southeast Texas 
Applied Forensic 
Science Facility
Research facility helps law 
enforcement solve cases

R esearch at the Southeast Texas Applied Forensic 
Science Facility at Sam Houston State University 
in Huntsville helps law enforcement officers solve 

homicide cases and, essentially, catch the bad guys.
The facility studies the effects scavengers, insects, 

climate and other variables can have on human decompo-
sition, primarily to help law enforcement officers identify 
critical information when investigating a case, STAFS lab 
manager Kevin Derr said.

Researchers also train law enforcement officers to find 
buried bodies and how to maximize evidence when recov-
ering them.

“The research is based on human decomposition and 
skeletal remains because, sadly, a lot of people get mur-
dered, and the police want to know who, why and where,” 
Derr said. “This research helps answer those questions.”

William Bass at the University of Tennessee in Knox-
ville established the country’s first “Body Farm” facility, 
as they are often known in 1987. Today researchers are 
finding value in conducting similar research at different 
locations around the world, Derr said.

STAFS research, when compared to similar facilities, 
can provide a wide range of results. Derr said in Hunts-
ville, for example, a body can take up to two years for skel-
etalization because of the high heat, compared to about 
two weeks in the temperate Tennessee climate.

“There was only one [facility] for a long time on the 
planet,” Derr said. “People are beginning to see the value 
of this research, not just in one area, but a lot of them, and 
then compare notes. We are finding striking differences.”

Law enforcement, researchers and even physicians also 
benefit from researching a modern skeletal collection that 
shows recent shifts in age, sex, ancestral and stature char-
acteristics, rather than a historical collection, Derr said.

The facility also trains university students to conduct, 
publish and present research on various forums, said 
Elizabeth Kuhles, College of Criminal Justice publica-
tions officer.

“This is part of a bigger program in terms of forensic 
science and how it’s used in the field,” Kuhles said.

This summer, for example, students will learn how data 
and records are recovered from computers, and how to 
testify about research findings in court, Kuhles said.

People interested in donating their bodies for scientific 
research by STAFS can call 936-294-2310 or email  
stafs@shu.edu.

By Jesse Mendoza

CLOSE-uP

1  STAFS researches study human decomposition to assist law 
enforcement officers working to solve cases.

2  Human mandibles and other bones are used for research at the 
STAFS lab.

3  STAFS lab manager Kevin Derr in a skeleton collection room.

4  An educational skeleton model is used to teach Sam Houston 
University students.

5  STAFS has received 175 body donations since 2009 for scientific 
research.
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TGR Exotics Wildlife Park features a variety of animals, including camels, at its location in Spring.
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TGR Exotics
Activities, education central to wildlife park

Gwen Scott wakes up every morn-
ing, grabs her cup of coffee, listens 
to the singing of white-handed 

gibbons, and sets off to feed more than 
150 exotic animals living in her backyard. 
TGR Exotics is home to Scott’s eclectic 
collection of animals and a hands-on 
learning experience for visitors. 

Children, families and animal lovers 
flock to see the hundreds of animals from 
different regions of the world who call 
TGR Exotics Wildlife Park home. Those 
include Falcore, the howler monkey, 
Jewel, the red kangaroo, and Bill, an 
American bison. 

The park offers opportunities to see 
animals from around the world through 
its zoo tours, open zoo hours, camps, 
clubs, volunteer opportunities and com-
munity outreach programs.

The Scotts bought their first animal—a 
pot-bellied pig—about 21 years ago, and 
their collection has expanded ever since. 

“There were these big ranches out far 
away from here, and they had all these 
amazing animals,” Scott said. “So my 
husband [Troy] thought, this is amazing. 
We got a pair a llamas, a pair of miniature 
horses, a pair of donkeys and decided 
what we like best.”

The 10-acre park has grown to house 
more than 150 animals today, including 
red kangaroos, gibbons, warthogs, howler 
monkeys and bison. Scott said the ani-
mals come from Australia, Asia, Africa, 
and South and North America.  

TGR Exotics gets its animals from other 
private zoos, breeders and occasional 
donations.  

Building a similar wildlife park today 
would be difficult, Scott said, because the 

ENTERTAINMENT

By Jesse Mendoza

TGR Exotics Wildlife Park

G
osling R

d. 

Spring Stuebner Rd. 

S
herrod Ln. 

22115 Sherrod Lane 
Spring • 281-353-5252
tgrexotics.com

TGR Exotics Prices
•	Zoo tours—$15
•	Cub Club—$8 (1 child, 1 adult), $5 each ad-

ditional person
•	Open zoo—$10 (adult), $5 (ages 3 to 16) 
•	Zoo School—$15 (first child), $10 (each ad-

ditional child)
•	Discovery Classroom—$10 (per adult), $5 

(per child)

park was grandfathered in, allowing it to 
circumvent recent wild and dangerous 
animal laws. 

However, Scott said there are several 
mandates as well as veterinary and finan-
cial responsibilities to consider before 
purchasing any exotic animals.

“To me, if you make a commitment to 
buy animals you have to realize, are you 
going to be able to house them properly?” 
Scott said. “Are you going to be able to 
feed them properly? If it gets sick, are you 
going to be able to fix that when they say 
it’s going to cost you $3,000? That’s the 
biggest thing. You have to make that com-
mitment to that animal. There is no one 
else taking care of it other than you.”

Scott said she plans to buy new animals 
in the future, but she has not decided on 
which wild critter it may be just yet.

They don’t learn everything they need to know 
in school. So come in to Wells Fargo together, 
and we’ll show your family how our products, 
services, and resources just for parents and teens 
may help get them off to a great start financially.

Join us for Teen Financial Education Day
Saturday, April 26, 2014, at your nearest  
Wells Fargo location to learn more.

© 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (1181108_11475)

Made the honor roll
Lettered in track
Not so sure how interest works

1181108_11475

4.9167" x 12.25"

4C

1181108_11475 4.9167x12.25 4c.indd   1 3/17/14   11:02 AM
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Business Summit on Healthcare
Healthy BOTTOM LineHealthy BOTTOM Line

APRIL 30, 2014APRIL 30, 2014

Conference 8:30am - 1:00pm - Reservation Required
Free Health Screenings 7:00 - 11:30am - Open to the Community

The Woodlands Waterway Marriott

TUESDAY, APRIL 29, 2014

THE WOODLANDS WATERWAY MARRIOTT

WATERWAY 5,6,7 & 8, 3RD FLOOR

1601 LAKE ROBBINS DR

THE WOODLANDS, TX 77380

11AM-12 PM | “GREET & EAT”

NETWORKING LUNCH

12-1:30 PM | ALL-STAR PANELISTS

1:30-2 PM |  POST-GAME NETWORKING

BISNOW.COM

BISNOW
PRESENTS...
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W ins in the best actor and sup-
porting actor categories at the 
Academy Awards for “Dallas 

Buyers Club” proved Woodlands-based 
production studio Truth Entertainment 
was in the right place at the right time. 

The company, founded by Joe Newcomb 
and Tony Notargiacomo, was established 
when they were named executive produc-
ers of the film in June 2012, said Stacia 
Pratt, executive vice president of public 
relations at Truth.

The two had to work quickly to raise 
money to back the film. Truth worked 
with Voltage Pictures to get $1.6 mil-
lion from investors and $1 million in tax 
credits from Louisiana while financing 
the remaining $3 million.

Just before signing on to the movie, 
Pratt’s husband and Newcomb met when 
their children played baseball together. 
They began discussing what their next 
plans in life were, and Newcomb had 
expressed an interest in working in enter-
tainment.

At the time, Newcomb - whose back-
ground is in oil and gas - was looking 
for something to invest in, and he was 

interested in putting together a new 
“Major League” movie, a baseball movie 
franchise that starred Charlie Sheen.

That was when he read the script for 
“Dallas Buyers Club,” which eventually 
landed Matthew McConaughey to star 
as a man diagnosed with AIDS. McCo-
naughey works to get medication for him-
self and others inflicted with the disease. 

His role as Ron Woodroof won McCo-
naughey the Oscar for Best Actor. 

The company’s idea is simple—buy 
scripts and produce films with industry 
leaders—right from Texas. Truth aims to 
raise $25 million to finance and produce 
three to six independent films per year. 

One of the reasons Pratt thought “Dal-
las Buyers Club” was a hit was because 
there was some distance between the 
event and the story, which was written by 
Craig Borten. 

Borten thought enough time had 
passed between the AIDS crisis of the 
1980s, which enabled those involved with 
the movie to create something with a 
different focus today that could not have 
been told in the 1990s, she said.

Locating the company in The 

Woodlands was a simple decision, as 
everyone involved lives in the area. 

“There is a lot happening in Texas,” she 
said. “The money is here, the disposable 
income and smart businesspeople are 
here, and [we] want to do something more 
than invest in the stock market.”

Meanwhile, Truth Entertainment’s 
next film, “Blush,” is set to come out this 
year. The movie is about famed Holly-
wood actresses Greta Garbo and Marlene 
Dietrich and a love interest, Mercedes de 
Acosta.

The film is being directed by award-
winning writer and director Linda Yellen, 

most known for television movies, includ-
ing “Chantilly Lace.”

With “Blush” in production, Truth 
Entertainment is considering other mov-
ies. Pratt said she has at least 15 scripts in 
her inbox.

Though the bar is set high from “Dallas 
Buyers Club,” she said the next movie 
would be determined by smart investing. 
The business model that Truth has created 
will include a good story and a good busi-
ness decision, she said. 

“’Dallas Buyers Club’ was a phenom-
enal story without the Oscars,” Pratt said. 
“The next movie will be that too.”

Truth Entertainment
“Dallas Buyers Club” among early successes

NOTABLE

Truth Entertainmet producer Joe Newcomb talks with “Dallas Buyer’s Club” actor Jared Leto.
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By Christine Hall

CHRIST CHURCH UNITED METHODIST
I am the resurrection and the life; those who believe in me shall live and  

everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.  John 11:25-26

Join Us Easter  
Sunday, April 20

6:30am Sunrise Service

8:30am, 9:30am,   
11:00am Worship

www.cc-um.org/easter 
936.273.2030

Christ  Church United Methodist
6363 Research Forest Dr. 

The Woodlands 77381
(next door to The Woodlands High School)
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GUIDE

Crawfish are typically farm-raised on rice fields in a process that plays out over the course of a year.

Farmers plant rice crop from late spring to the beginning of summer.

Seed stock, a natural crop of crawfish, which mostly comes from the Atchafalaya Basin 
in Louisiana, is put into the flooded rice field mid-summer.

The field water is drained and crawfish begin to burrow in the ground in late summer.

Rice is harvested in late summer or early fall. At this time crawfish have burrowed 
underground to begin their reproductive cycle.

After the rice has been harvested, farmers re-flood the rice field, and crawfish come 
out of the ground with their babies mid-fall.

Baited wire traps are placed in the field between the end of fall and mid-winter—
typically 10 traps per acre.

Crawfish harvest begins in November or as late as January.

Crawfish season occurs when they are market size—around 10 to 12 per pound—and 
runs from the beginning of March to late June.

Crawfish season happens every year, from around the first of March through 
the beginning of summer. Many Gulf Coast residents enjoy the season with 
backyard boils or restaurant events, but some may not know where these 
tiny lobster-like creatures are raised.

WHERE DO CRAWFISH COME FROM? 
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How to peel & eat crawfish

Pull.

Pull out the tail 
meat with your 

fingers or teeth. 
If needed, pinch 

the bottom of 
the tail to help 
push the meat 

out easier.

Peel back the first 
layer of shell on 

the tail to expose 
more meat.

Separate the 
head from the tail 
by grabbing and 
twisting the two 

parts.

Grasp, twist and snap.

Peel. 

Suck the head.

If you want, suck the head of 
the crawfish. This is where 
most of the flavor gathers 

during the boiling process.
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Build a custom home on your land or ours…
         from the $150’s to over $1 million

DESIGN TECH HOMES
C U S T O M B U I L D E R

Visit our 12 showcase homes open daily!
MainStreetAmerica.com | 18750 I-45 North in Spring

JOIN US FOR THE
BETTER HOME SHOW EXPO
Saturday, April 26 | 10am–4pm

Homebuyer Seminar | 2pm | Free to the Public 
Presented by Design Tech Homes CEO, Mike Feigin

Are you considering building, remodeling, 
decorating or furnishing your home? Houston’s 
only fully-interactive home expo allows you to 

browse through a wide array of home products, 
including countertops, skylights, insulation, 

artificial turf and more. Attend demonstrations 
and seminars throughout the day! Visit us online 

for more details and admission information.

®

dth.com   •   281-231-8656

By David Pollan and Brian Walzel
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WHERE tO GEt CRAWFISH

Crawdaddy’s Cajun Café
9311 FM 1488 
Magnolia • 281-789-7568 

Hours: Mon.–Fri. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.;  
Sat. noon–11 p.m.; Sun. noon–8 p.m.
Crawfish	availability: Seasonal 
Price: $6.99 per pound of boiled crawfish

Ragin’ Cajun
2626 Research Forest Drive
The Woodlands • 281-298-2121
www.ragin-cajun.com

Hours:	Mon.–Sun. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.
Crawfish	availability: Seasonal 
Price: Market price

The Woodlands Seafood Market
25186 I-45 N., Ste. 4G
Spring • 281-367-3474
www.thewoodlandsseafood.com

Hours: Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–9 p.m.;  
Sat. noon–11 p.m.; Sun. noon–8 p.m.
Crawfish	availability: Seasonal 
Price:	Varies for live crawfish

Crabby Daddy
25186 I-45 N., Ste. 4G 
Spring • 281-296-2722
www.crabbydaddy.com

Hours:	Mon.–Thu. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.,  
Fri. 11 a.m.–11 p.m., Sat. 11:30 a.m.–11 p.m., 
Sun. 11:30 a.m.–10 p.m.
Crawfish	availability: Seasonal 
Price: Varies for boiled crawfish

Tewbeleaux’s
2907 Rayford Road, Ste. 101
Spring • 281-292-3600
www.tewbeleauxs.com

Hours:	Sun.–Mon. 11 a.m.—2 p.m.
Crawfish	availability: Seasonal 
Price:	$6.49 per pound of boiled crawfish

Tailgators Pub & Grill 
33418 Egypt Lane
Magnolia •  281-259-5343
www.tailgatorspub.com

Hours: Sun.–Sat. 11 a.m.–2 a.m. 
Crawfish	availability: Seasonal 
Price:	$5.99 per pound of boiled crawfish

Tailgators Pub & Grill 
8000 Hwy. 242 
The Woodlands • 936-271-4200
www.tailgatorspub.com

Hours: Sun.–Sat. 11 a.m.–2 a.m. 
Crawfish	availability:	Seasonal 
Price:	$5.99 per pound of boiled crawfish

Hebert’s Hot Tails Crawfish
5025 Louetta Road
Spring • 281-257-9988
www.hebertshottails.com

Hours:	Open during crawfish season only. 
Weds.–Fri. 5–9 p.m.; Sat. noon–9 p.m.; Sun. 
noon–6 p.m. (or until out of crawfish)
Crawfish	availability: Seasonal 
Price:	Market price

Upcoming Crawfish Festivals
ApRIl 25–27, MAy 2–4
Texas Crawfish Music Festival
The event focuses heavily on the live music aspect, which will be headlined by the Charlie 
Daniels Band. Other acts include Kevin Fowler, Los Lonely Boys and Whiskey Myers. Food, 
drinks, carnival rides, a petting zoo and vendors are also part of the festival.

Hours: 6 p.m.–midnight (April 25, May 2), noon–midnight (April 26, May 3),  
noon–8 p.m. (April 27, May 4).  

Cost:	$13 (online), $15 (at the gate), $10 (April 25 only), free (children 12 and under). 

Location:	Old Town Spring off Aldine Westfield Road.  

Website: www.texascrawfishfestival.com

MAy 3–4
Tomball Rails & Tails Mudbug Festival
The two-day festival, which is in its third year of existence, offers food, live music and 
crawfish. Scheduled to perform May 3 are Ezra Charles & His Texas Blues Band, Bayou 
Roux and Texas TNT. Live music on May 4 includes performances by The Fab 5, Mango 
Punch and the Posse Band. The event also includes competitive boudin ball and a 
hushpuppy eating contest. 

Hours: 11 a.m.–6 p.m. both days. 

Cost: Admission and parking is free. 

Location: Tomball’s Downtown Depot Plaza, 201 S. Elm St., Tomball. 

Website: www.tomballtx.gov

GO WITH 
THE FLOW  
in New Braunfels.
There’s a lot going on in New Braunfels.  
From shopping and dining, to festivals and outdoor fun,  
it’s all happening right here... in New Braunfels.

(800) 572-2626
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items and floral designs. The shop 
also offers consignment services. 
27326 Robinson Road, Oak Ridge 
North. 
281-363-1800  
www.frenchcourtyard.com

Casa Bella Interior Decorating & 
Landscape Design offers an array 
of decorating and home remodeling 
services. Casa Bella specializes 
in residential and commercial 
interior design, landscapes, home 
makeovers and swimming pool 
refurbishing.
832-928-6908
www.casabelladesigngroup.com

Awesome Interiors offers interior 
decorating, staging and home 
renovation. The company offers 
custom built furniture, custom 
draperies, design consultation and 
decorating workshops.
832-594-6335
www.myawesomeinteriors.com

Remodeling
Mr. Happy House is a home 
remodeling contractor specializing in 
home remodeling, repair and 
maintenance. The business offers 
window and roof repair and 
replacement, along with bathroom 
and kitchen remodeling, and room 
additions. 594 Sawdust Road. 
281-831-5955 
www.mrhappyhouse.com

All Pro Painting and Remodeling is 
a professional interior and exterior 
painting and remodeling contractor. 
The business has been offering 
residential repairs, renovations 
and remodeling services in The 
Woodlands since 1989. 
281-296-6420 
www.woodlandspainter.com

Wood Master Homes has been 
offering remodeling, renovation and 
new construction services since 
1982. The business offers room 
additions, kitchen renovations and 
custom design assistance. 
936-856-2847 
www.woodmasterhomes.net

A-1 Overhead Doors specializes in 
garage door repair, renovation and 
construction services. The company 
offers overhead door services to 
commercial and residential clients. 
281-358-0035 
www.agapeoverheaddoorsinc.com

John Williams Construction Inc. 
has served as a remodeling 
contractor in The Woodlands area 
for more than 30 years. Services 
include bathroom and kitchen 
remodeling, room additions and 
custom cabinetry. 1544 Sawdust 
Road, Ste. 401.  
281-298-5572 
www.jwcinc.biz 

Custom Wood Creations offers 
custom cabinet and woodwork 
design services. The business 
specializes in interior woodwork, 
including entertainment centers, 
home offices, wine cabinets and 
wood fixtures. 
936-597-5338 
www.custom-wood-creations.com

Landscaping
Amazing Landscaping has 
provided distinctive landscaping 
designs for residential and 
commercial sites in The Woodlands 
area since 2001. Amazing 

The Woodlands, 2014

PRO GRADE PROTECTION
WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE.

N LOOP 336

WILSON RD.

105

2013 GMC1500 SIERRAS
EXTENDED CABS 
& CREW CABS

Equipped Not 
Stripped

$0 DOWN PAYMENT - 0% APR FOR 72 MONTHS OR NO PAYMENTS ‘TIL SEPTEMBER 2014

DISCOUNT
OFF MSRP  $13,000  $13,000ALL ReReRemamamainininininingggg 

IN STOCK

NEW 2014 GMC

SIERRA DOUBLE CAB

Equipped Not Stripped

  $28,890  $28,890

custom draperies and space 
planning. 473 Sawdust Road.  
281-419-0419
www.woodlandsfabrics.com

Chene Interiors offers a full-service 
design center for designing, building 
and maintaining projects. 
Services include kitchen and bath 
remodeling, flooring, drapery and 
wall coverings.
313 Sawdust Road
281-364-1744
www.cheneinteriors.com

Melanie King Designs specializes 
in residential and small commercial 
interior design. The business offers 
design consultation, space planning, 
seasonal updates and accessory 
recommendation. 47 Lenox Hill 
Drive. 
832-647-9203 
www.melaniekingdesigns.com

The French Courtyard offers home 
furnishings and accessories 
including furniture, mirrors, seasonal 

Interior 
Decorating

For more than 30 years, M. Fatheree 
Interiors has offered fine furniture, 
accessories, custom art and floral 
designs. The business features a 
retail store run by a team of licensed 
interior designers. 27582 I-45 N.  
281-296-9300 
www.mfathereeinteriors.com

Vickie Newton Designs offers 
concept design, room planning and 
creative furnishing services. The 
business also works with a group 
of contractors to realize design 
concepts.  
832-338-9350 
www.vickienewton.com

Woodlands Fabrics and Interiors 
offers a collection of fabrics, 
trimmings, custom furniture and 
accessories. The store also offers an 
array of designer services, including 

Compiled by Jesse Mendoza and Brian Walzel
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Landscaping offers and installs a 
diverse selection of flowers, plants, 
trees and sods. 4747 Research 
Forest Drive, Ste. 180. 
281-298-9796 
www.amazinglandscaping.com

Lawn Ranger offers award-winning 
lawn services, including custom 
design and installation of formal and 
natural gardens, patios, decks and 
gazebos, fountains, and ponds. 
281-681-1025 
www.lawnrangercompany.com

Blue Fox Home Upgrades has 20 
years of experience providing home 
remodeling services. Products 
include outdoor kitchens, fire pits, 
wood decks, covered patios and 
landscaping. 3091 College Park 
Drive, Ste. 240-252. 281-271-8512 
www.bluefoxhomeupgrades.com

Bello Domani specializes in building 
pools and spas, patios, paving, 
landscaping, and outdoor 
remodeling. The company offers 
free estimates and financing. 26402 
I-45 N. 
281-378-5233 
www.bellodomani.com

Natalie Balke brings more than 17 
years of experience to Earth Works. 
The company provides a full line of 
landscaping and outdoor design 
services, including custom rock and 
stone creations, lawn maintenance, 
roof and gutter cleaning, landscape 
lighting, irrigation design and 
installation, and landscaping 

installation. 
832-256-0010 
www.earthworkslandscaping.net

Oasis Landscaping offers its clients 
outdoor fireplaces, summer kitchens, 
decks, gazebos, pathways, patios, 
water features, stonework, drainage 
systems and outdoor lighting. 
25933 Budde Road, Spring.  
281-367-6774 

Natural Concepts offers landscape 
lighting, mosquito misting systems, 
and outdoor cooling for residential 
and commercial customers. Its 
outdoor cooling concepts feature 
misting fans and cooling fogs for 
purchase or rental that can cool an 
area from 10 to 30 degrees. 
281-970-7800 
www.natural-concepts.net

Absolutely Outdoors offers outdoor 
design and construction services. 
Products include landscape pool, 
custom decking, gazebos and 
outdoor kitchens.
6046 FM 2920, Ste. 306
832-422-7817
www.absolutelyoutdoors.net

Home Decor & 
Furniture

Ashley Furniture Home Store offers 
a full line of home decor, furniture 
and accessories, from contemporary 
to modern designs. The store sells, 

furniture for living rooms, bedrooms, 
dining rooms, home offices, kids’ 
rooms as well as mattresses. Ashley 
Furniture also offers a variety of 
rugs, lamps, pillows and art. 25415 
I-45 N. 
281-210-3600
www.ashleyfurniturehomestore.com

Family owned and operated since 
2006, Picket Fences in Shenandoah 
offers a variety of contemporary 
home decor items, including 
bedding by brands such as Pine 
Cone Hill and furniture by such 
makes as Guildmaster. Picket 
Fences also specializes in gift items, 
home accessories and seasonal 
items. 19193 I-45 N., Shenandoah. 
281-465-4144 
www.picketfencesdecor.com

Interior Ideas Furniture’s selection 
of custom furniture includes sofas, 
sectionals, tables and bedroom 
furniture. The store also sells custom 
drapery, lighting, art work and 
accessories. 440 Rayford Road, Ste. 
135, Spring. , 281-363-3636. 
www.interiorideasfurniture.com
For more than 23 years, Kitchen 
Solutions has offered kitchen and 
bathroom remodeling in The 
Woodlands. The business offers 
cabinet work, flooring, lighting, 
appliance installation, plumbing and 
electrical work. 25919 I-45 N., Ste. D.
281-447-8209 
www.kitchensolutionsoftexas.com

Southern Home Furnishings has 
been offering distinctive Southern-
inspired home furniture and 
accessories since 2006. The store 
sells a variety of quality furniture for all 
rooms of the house while specializing 
in clocks and custom upholstery. 
25403 I-45 N., Ste. D. 
281-419-8688
www.shfurnishings.com

Carol’s Lighting is a family-owned 
store that sells a wide array of lighting 
for all rooms, including outdoor and 
landscape lighting. Carol’s Lighting 
offers lighting fixtures, chandeliers, 
fans, bathroom fixtures, exterior 
lighting, sconces and pendants. 
27132 I-45 N. 281-363-0114 
www.carolslighting.com

Total Home Technology offers 
lighting, audio, video, home theater 
and security services. The company 
takes responsibility for both designs 
and installation. 
8000 Research Forest Drive
832-369-6999   
www.totalhometx.com

French Market Lighting owner Jeff 
Ber is a third-generation lighting store 
owner and brought the business 
to The Woodlands in 2011. French 
Market Lighting was established in 
2002 in Lagniappe, La. The store 
specializes in New Orleans-style 
indoor and outdoor lighting and 
places a premium on style, quality and 
value. 25403 I-45 N., Ste. A. 
281-298-5200 
www.frenchmarketlighting.com
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40% off displayed 
art sold as is 

(Gharvey and Thomas 
Kinkade not included)

expires may 7th 2014

Free print with 
custom framing. 
Hundreds of prints 

to choose from
expires may 7th 2014 
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26118 Oak Ridge Dr 
The Woodlands, TX 77380

26118 Oak Ridge Dr 
The Woodlands, TX 77380

281-419-9164
thewoodlands@ksartandframe.com

Mon- 11a.m -5p.m 
Tue- Fri 10a.m - 5p.m

Sat 10a.m - 3p.m
Sun closed.

K’s Art and Frame
16 YEARS OF SERVICE

This is not a comprehensive list of local 
home improvement businesses.
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S TEXAS PRISON MUSEUM

The Texas Prison Museum offers insight into 
the lives of prisoners. The museum features 
exhibits detailing the Texas prison system 
from the point of view of both men and 
women. The museum has been in existence 
since 1989 and is a nonprofit corporation 
available for the public, grade-school students 
and tourists.

491 Hwy. 75 N. 
Huntsville • 936-295-2155 
www.txprisonmuseum.org

Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–5 p.m., Sun. 
noon–5 p.m.

Cost: $4 (adults, children 6–17), $2 (seniors 
60+), $3 (TDCJ employees and retirees), 
$3 (SHSU students and active military, ID 
required) 

NAVASOTA BLUES ALLEY 
MUSEUM
The Navasota Blues Alley Museum features 
music from the Old South to the American 
West. Displays blend cultures of sounds 
ranging from Scottish, German, Hispanic and 
African. The museum carries acoustic and 

electric guitars, strings, tuners, amps straps, 
stands, coffees, jams, and jellies.

129 E. Washington Ave. 
Navasota • 936-870-3331 
www.navasotabluesalley.com

Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–5 p.m., Sun. 
noon–5 p.m.

Cost: Free

BRAZOS VALLEY MUSEUM 
OF NATURAL HISTORY
The Brazos Valley Museum hosts tours, 
lectures and classes, along with educational 
nature camps held every spring, winter and 
summer break, birthday parties and school 
field trips. The museum focuses to preserve 
and protect natural and cultural history.

3232 Briarcrest Drive 
Bryan • 979-776-2195 
www.brazosvalleymuseum.org

Hours: Tue.–Sat. 10 a.m.–5 p.m.

Cost: $5 (adults), $4 (children 4-17, senior 
citizens, students), free (3 and under), $3.50 
(per person for groups of 10 or more)

HERITAGE MUSEUM OF 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY
The Heritage Museum focuses entirely on the 
history of Montgomery County, ranging from 
prehistoric times to the construction of The 
Woodlands and Lake Conroe in the 1970s. 
The museum also offers a summer program 
for children focusing on cultures and heritage 
of the county. Hands-on activities include 
butter churning, candle dipping, pioneer 

games and log sawing. Tours can be arranged 
during regular hours by reservation.

1506 I-45 N. 
Conroe • 936-539-6873 
www.heritagemuseum.us 

Hours: Wed.–Sat. 9 a.m.–4 p.m., closed 
holidays

Cost: Free, but a $1 donation for adults is 
suggested for adults, $0.50 for children

GEORGE BUSH 
PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY 
AND MUSEUM

The museum features articles, artifacts 
and records about former U.S. President 
George H.W. Bush The facility also works to 
promote civic literacy and increased historical 
understanding of national experience.

1000 George Bush Drive W. 
College Station • 979-691-4000 
bushlibrary.tamu.edu

Hours: Mon.–Sat. 9:30 a.m.–5 p.m., Sun. 
noon–5 p.m.

Cost: $9 (adults), $7 (senior citizens 62+ and 
retired military with ID), $3 (6–17), free (5 and 

under, Texas A&M University and Blinn College 
students), $3 (college students with ID), free 
(active duty military and up to five family 
members with ID), $6 (Groups of 20 or more)

PEARL FINCHER MUSEUM 
OF FINE ARTS
The Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine Arts 
borrows public and private museum collections 
to display for visitors. The museum also 
offers an array of family-friendly educational 
workshops, contests and projects.

6815 Cypresswood Drive 
Spring • 281-376-6322 
www.pearlmfa.org

Hours: Tue., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 a.m.–5 p.m., 
Thu. 10 a.m.–8 p.m., Sun. noon–5 p.m. 

Cost: Free

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF 
FUNERAL HISTORY
The National Museum of Funeral History 
aims to educate the public about the heritage 
of death care. The 35,500-square-foot 
exhibition space houses a collection of funeral 
service artifacts, including those used at U.S. 
presidential and papal funerals.

415 Barren Springs Drive 
Houston • 281-876-3063 
www.nmfh.org

Hours: Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–4 p.m., Sat. 10 
a.m.–5 p.m., Sun. noon–5 p.m.

Cost: $10 (adults), $9 (seniors/veterans), $7 
(children under 12), free (children under 3)

We provide counsel 
and expertise on:
•  Asset Protection

•  Tax and Charitable Planning

•  Trust and Estate Planning

• Family Business Issues with a 

 Focus on Succession Planning, 

 Exit Strategies and Business 

 Transactions

• Probate

• Trust and Estate Litigation

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 200 - The Woodlands, TX 77380 
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

 Steven J. Clausen 
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

*

*

Who do you turn to when you have a family 
business, wealth preservation or tax issue? 

You turn to the expert who has handled these complex 
issues for over twenty-fi ve years as a large fi rm partner 

and as the owner of a boutique fi rm.
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TOMBALL MUSEUM CENTER

The Tomball Museum Center features several 
historic buildings and gives visitors a peak into 
the history of Tomball.

510 N. Pine St. 
Tomball • 281-255-2148 
www.tomballmuseumcenter.org

Hours: Thu.–Sat. 10 a.m.–2 p.m., Sun. 2–4

Cost: $4 (tour per person), $5 (tours outside 
scheduled hours)

Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
The Museum of Fine Arts, offers a variety of art 
exhibitions, films and programs. The complex 
includes two gallery buildings, a sculpture 
garden, visitors center, library, movie theater, 
two art schools and two house museums.

1001 Bissonnet St. 
Houston • 713-639-7300 
www.mfah.org

Hours: Tue., Wed. 10 a.m.–5 p.m., Thu. 10 
a.m.–9 p.m., Fri., Sat. 10 a.m.–7 p.m., Sun. 
12:15 p.m.–7 p.m., closed Mon.

Cost: $15 (adults), $10 (seniors and military), 
$7.50 (13-18 and students), free (children)

ASIA SOCIETY TEXAS 
CENTER
The 40,000-square-foot Asia Society Texas 
center features a 273-seat performing arts 
theater, a gallery, education center and a 
grand hall. The center is an affiliate of the 
Asia Society global network, which aims to 
promote mutual understanding between the 
United States and Asia.

1370 Southmore Blvd. 
Houston • 713-496-9901 
asiasociety.org/texas

Hours: Tue.–Sun. 11 a.m.–6 p.m., closed Mon.

BUFFALO SOLDIERS 
NATIONAL MUSEUM
The Buffalo Soldiers National Museum 
preserves the legacy of African-American 
soldiers who have served since the American 
revolution, nicknamed Buffalo Soldiers, to the 
present. The museum was founded in 2000 
by Vietnam veteran and African-American 
military historian, Cpt. Paul Matthews.

3816 Caroline St. 
Houston • 713-942-8920 
www.buffalosoldiersmuseum.com

Hours: Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–5 p.m., Sat. 10 
a.m.–4 p.m., Closed Sun.

Cost: $10, $5 (students and seniors), free 
(military personnel and children under 5)

CHILDREN’S MUSEUM OF 
HOUSTON
The Children’s Museum of Houston offers 
engaging and educational exhibits for children. 

The museum focuses on bilingual learning 
and offers workshops in literacy, math, civic 
engagement and social studies. 

1500 Binz St. 
Houston • 713-522-1138 
www.cmhouston.org

Hours: Tue.–Sat. 10 a.m.–6 p.m., Thu. 10 
a.m.–8 p.m., Sun. noon–6 p.m.

Cost: $9 (per person), $8 (seniors  and 
military)

THE WOODLANDS 
CHILDREN’S MUSEUM

The Woodlands Children’s Museum offers a 
variety of daily events, displays and hands-on 
activities for children ages 7 and under. The 
museum also offers workshops and birthday 
parties. 

4775 W. Panther Creek Drive 
The Woodlands • 281-465-0955 
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

Hours: Tue.–Sat. 10 a.m.–5 p.m., Sun. 
noon–5 p.m.

Cost: $5 (adults and children), free (children 
under 2 and museum members) 

CONTEMPORARY ARTS 
MUSEUM HOUSTON
The Contemporary Arts Museum Houston 
explores the role of new art in modern times 
through exhibitions, lectures, publications 
and educational programs. The museum was 
founded in 1948, features two galleries and 
up to 10 exhibitions every year.

5216 Montrose Blvd. 
Houston • 713-284-8250 
www.camh.org

Hours: Tue., Wed., Fri. 10 a.m.–7 p.m., Thu. 
10 a.m.–9 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.–6 a.m., Sun 
noon–6 p.m., closed Monday

CZECH CENTER MUSEUM
The Czech Center Museum was established 
in 1995 to promote the culture and history of 
the Slavic ethnic group. The museum offers 
lectures, concerts and exhibits along with 
language instruction, genealogy research and 
a library.

4920 San Jacinto St. 
Houston • 713-528-2060 
www.czechcenter.org

Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–4 p.m., closed Sun.

Cost: $6 (docent tour), $3 (children), free (last 
Monday of the month from noon–4 p.m.)
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The Reserve at Grogan’s Mill  
has something for everyone, including:
 
• Private, gated community
• Lawn maintenance included
• Convenient to I-45, dining and 

shopping at The Woodlands Mall 
and Market Street

• Low taxes: 2.2%

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials, 
and availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. Illustrations are artist’s 
depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2014 David Weekley Homes – All Rights 
Reserved. Houston, TX (HOUA55899)

For more information, contact us at 281-249-7752 

Luxurious homes. Prestigious address. 
David Weekley Homes in The Reserve at Grogan’s Mill

Woodlands Parkway

45

Vision Park Blvd.
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�e Reserve at
Grogan’s Mill

Research Forest Dr.

From the $600s

Compiled by Jonathan Adams, 
Jesse Mendoza
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THE WOODLANDS COUNTRY CLUB
TOURNAMENT COURSE
APRIL 28 – MAY 4, 2014

2014 NSPI Print Ad 10-6.indd   1 4/2/14   2:00 PM

(or)
Free  

exam  
Includes consultation,  

exam & necessary x-rays  
a savings of $199.

Good for 30 days.

Free TeeTh  
WhiTening  

After paid cleaning, exam  
& x-rays at normal fee 
a savings of $399.

Good for 30 days.
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CORRIDOR

202 Sawdust Road, Ste. 108
281-364-7479 

Spotlight
Lawson’s Meat Market

Spotlight
Sweet Bella

   Owner Brian Cashmere has operated 
Lawson’s Meat Market since 2003. Cash-
mere has continued a family tradition 
of working in the meat market industry  
that began in the 1950s. 
   Cashmere has brought his expertise to 
the market that offers all-natural meats 
that are cut fresh and wrapped daily. 
Lawson’s specializes in Cajun creations, 
such as boudin, alligator and sausage. 
   Cashmere learned about Cajun cook-
ing—and about the meat cutting trade in 
general—from his father, G.W., who has 
been a butcher since 1955.

   Sweet Bella opened in 2006 on Saw-
dust Road under the leadership of Steve 
Engel, who worked for several years with 
his father in a pizza shop in Cincin-
nati. Engel brought his expertise to 
Sweet Bella in The Woodlands, which is 
renowned for its homemade thin crust 
pizzas with sauces and toppings made 
daily from scratch. 
   The restaurant also features a variety of 
pastas, salads, sandwiches and appetiz-
ers that have become popular among its 
regular customers.

A spotlight on independently owned businesses and a 
comprehensive listing of businesses within the Borough 
Park Retail Center
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202 Sawdust Road, Ste. 110
832-585-0066
www.sweetbellaitalian.com

Additional businesses within the Borough Park Retail Center

Compiled by Brian Walzel

Beauty

A+	Foot	Massage
Ste. 112
281-419-3883

Expert	nails
Ste. 113
281-292-8084

Salima’s	Beauty	Salon
Ste. 117
281-419-8786

Therapeutic	Center
Ste. 102

Services

Ace	Cash	Express
Ste. 104
281-362-1508
www.acecashexpress.com

Cricket	Wireless
Ste. 103
281-363-1300
www.mycricket.com

Houston	Shoe	Hospital
Ste. 101
832-948-1040
www.houstonshoehospital.com

Regal	Gold	Buyers
Ste. 109
281-298-8233
www.regalgoldbuyers.com

Retail

Ricky’s	Liquor
Ste. 106
281-367-2053

Woodland	Art	and	Frame
Ste. 105
281-363-2598
www.woodlandartandframe.com

Dining

19th	Hole	Grill	&	Bar
Ste. 118
281-363-2574
www.19th.cc

Bombay	Sizzler
Ste. 115
281-465-8383
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Borough Park Retail Center   
202 Sawdust Road
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REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our other Houston Metro editions Full stories online at impactnews.com

Grand Parkway to improve mobility in Spring

Growth spurs new schools in Klein ISD

sPRInG / kLEIn Segments of the 
Grand Parkway—Houston’s third 
outer loop—are expected to bring 
improved mobility and new develop-
ments to northern Harris County after 
the roadway opens to traffic at the end 
of 2015. Segments F-1, F-2 and G of the 
Grand Parkway will connect Hwy. 290 to 
Hwy. 59, bringing the proposed 184-mile 
roadway one step closer to completion. 

“A road like the Grand Parkway coming 
into our region will affect our economy 
because it allows us to have improved 

mobility from one region to another, it 
takes pressure off other roads and it draws 
traffic to itself,” Harris County Precinct 
4 Commissioner Jack Cagle said. “We’re 
already seeing property values increase and 
communities growing in areas that were 
previously inaccessible. All of this brings in 
a revitalization of economic energy.”

The Grand Parkway was originally con-
ceptualized in the 1960s, but ground did 
not break on the three northern segments 
until mid-2013. 
Full story by Marie Leonard

sPRInG / kLEIn Klein High School 
students will walk the halls of a com-
pletely new building in August, one of 
several significant projects funded by 
$646.9 million in bonds approved in 2008. 
As the student population continues to 
rise in Klein ISD, the district plans to 
propose another bond election in 2015. 

“[The growth] is not surprising to us 
because we know ExxonMobil’s moving 
in, Noble Energy [is growing] and Baker 
Hughes is building a new training facil-
ity that’s going to impact Klein,” said Judy 
Rimato, associate superintendent for 
communications and planning. “So there’s 
a number of different corporations that 
are in the area that are going to support 
growth in Klein.”

The district is expected to grow by 28.8 
percent, or 13,902 students, in the next 10 
years, which is less than the 35.69 percent 
growth experienced over the last 10 years, 
according to a 2013 demographic study 
performed by the firm Population & Sur-
vey Analysts. 

Several new schools were funded by the 
2008 bond package from 2009 to 2012 with 

French Elementary expected to open in the 
fall of 2015. Bernshausen Elementary was 
built with 2008 bonds using money origi-
nally allocated for an intermediate school. 

Planned as part of the 2008 bond pack-
age, the district’s fifth high school was esti-
mated to cost about $131 million. However, 
Rimato said the project was delayed and  
about $64.1 million of funding remains as 
it was allocated to other projects.  

She said the district constructs new 
schools once nearby schools reach a “tip-
ping point” of about 120 percent of capac-
ity, when the student population begins 
putting a strain on public spaces. 

“You can build the school with the bond 
money, but if you don’t have the mainte-
nance and operation funds to support the 
teachers and the supplies and all the other 
employees that it takes to run a school, 
then you can’t operate it,” she said. 

Of the remaining $184 million unspent 
from the 2008 bonds, an estimated $20.5 
million will go toward French Elementary 
School and another $22 million toward a 
new elementary school on FM 2920. 
Full story by Matt Stephens
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Located at 8111 Ashlane Way, The Woodlands, TX 77382 

At the corner of Ashlane Way & McBeth Way 

One block off of Woodlands Parkway on Ashlane Way 

FREE DOCUMENT SHRED DAY 
SATURDAY, APRIL 26TH  8:00AM - 4:00PM 

No Hardcovers or 3 Ring Binders Please 

281-364-4828 
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Full stories online at impactnews.com

Developers seek to build mixed-use 
development within Tomball city limits

Arbor Music Wunderlich Farms

Tomball approves bid to construct Segment 3 
of Medical Complex Drive

TOMbALL  A team of developers 
presented plans for a mixed-use planned 
development near the northwest cor-
ner of FM 2920 and FM 2978 to the 
Tomball City Council. It is seeking 
approval from Tomball’s Planning 
and Zoning Commission to rezone 
the property from single-family hous-
ing to a planned development. 

Damon Palermo, president of Palermo 
Corporate Real Estate Advisors in The 
Woodlands, and Jerry Hayley, president 
of White Oak Developers Inc. in Con-
roe, have teamed up to form 2978 Pan-
ormus LP and are proposing to build a 
34.4-acre mixed-use planned develop-
ment known as Peck Station within the 
city limits of Tomball.  

“We feel strong about the product we 
can bring to Tomball as a catalyst to help 
propel the development of the east side 
of the city, an area of town that has been 
dormant for some time,” Hayley said. 

Palermo and Hayley purchased 
the parcel of land for their proposed 

development in November 2013. The 
development is intended to capitalize on 
the influx of people coming to the Tom-
ball area as a result of the opening of the 
Baker Hughes Western Hemisphere Edu-
cation Center, Hayley said. He said the 
large investment Baker Hughes has made 
in Tomball was the impetus for the start 
of development on the city’s east side. 

Peck Station will offer multifam-
ily housing options, office space and 
commercial uses, and a hotel. It will 
also extend Winfrey Lane to connect 
Snook Lane to FM 2978. If approved, the 
development will take about three years 
and will cost an estimated $50 million, 
Hayley said.

Before the proposed idea for Peck 
Station can move forward, the city’s 
Planning and Zoning Commission must 
first approve the rezoning of the land 
intended for the planned development, 
Tomball City Manager George Shackel-
ford said. 
Full story by David Pollan

MAGnOLIA Driven by a pas-
sion and love for teaching music, 
Eric and Robin Williams built and 
opened Arbor Music 10 years ago in 
Magnolia as a venue to offer music 
lessons and sell music supplies. 

“Our goal is not just to sell music sup-
plies, but to teach people to play music 
for life,” Eric said. “We want to teach a lot 
of people how to play music.”
Full story by David Pollan

kLEIn The aged buildings may not look 
as they did 100 years ago and some have 
been moved from their original locations, 
but much of the original Wunderlich 
Farms still remains in Klein, offering a 
glimpse into the community’s history. 

A 24-year-old Peter Wunderlich arrived 
in Texas in 1852 on a boat from Prussia, 
said Steve Baird, district historian for the 
Klein, Texas Historical Foundation. 
Full story by Matt Stephens

TOMbALL The city of Tomball 
approved a bid to construct Seg-
ment 3 of Medical Complex Drive on 
March 3 at a City Council meeting. 

Council awarded the bid to Has-
sell Construction Company Inc. in the 
amount of $5,879,967. Segment 3 of Medi-
cal Complex Drive will connect the street 
from where it dead-ends in the hospital 
area near Lawrence Street through to 
Cherry Street. 

“The bid was a little over what we bud-
geted for, but it went over because of the 
time it took to get it to bid,” Tomball City 
Manager George Shackelford said. 

The city had funding for this portion 
of the project already secured, in part 
from the Tomball Economic Develop-
ment Corporation and funding in the city 
budget, but it was waiting on right-of-way 
acquisition before sending the project to 
bid. Shackelford said acquisition of right 
of way on the west side of Cherry Street 
took about a year to finalize and that delay 
caused the bid to come in over budget. He 

also said the rising cost of concrete and the 
fact the city only had four companies bid 
on the project were also factors in the proj-
ect being more than the projected budget. 

“We only had four companies bid on 
the project, and we really need about 
eight or nine bids to get the best price,” he 
said. “Many of the construction compa-
nies are really busy with all the projects 
going on in the region.”

There is still one more parcel of land 
the city needs to acquire through right of 
way on the east side of Cherry Street, but 
it will not hold up the start of construc-
tion on the project, he said. 

Segment 3 of Medical Complex Drive 
will have two lanes in each direction 
with a median in the middle and some 
landscaping, Shackelford said. The length 
of Segment 3 is just shy of a mile, with the 
project measuring 0.9 miles. Sidewalks 
will be constructed on both sides of the 
road for the entire length of the Medical 
Drive extension.
Full story by David Pollan
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33219 Egypt Lane
Magnolia	•	281-259-5585
www.arbormusic.com
Hours: Mon.–Thu. 10 a.m.–7:30 p.m.,  
Fri. 10 a.m.–6:30 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.–3 p.m.

Wunderlich Farms has transformed since Peter 
Wunderlich first bought land in Klein in 1854. 
Some of the buildings and land, shown here, can 
be seen as a living history thanks to the Klein 
Historical Foundation. 
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“We think the programs in 
place are good but always like to 
see post-secondary institutes stay-
ing current on the newest indus-
try developments, technologies 
and practices,” Talisman Energy 
spokeswoman April Crane said. 

Conroe ISD, through its Junior 
Achievement program, began 
offering an Exploring Careers 
program last fall based on curric-
ulum established in part by Talis-
man Energy. The program edu-
cates students about careers in the 
oil and gas and chemical fields.

“We talk about different types 
of energy,” said Jennifer Ander-
son, executive vice president of 
education for Junior Achieve-
ment at Conroe ISD. “We let kids 
understand that within the indus-
try, there are a variety of jobs 
available.”

Outreach efforts
Local energy leaders of com-

panies headquartered in The 
Woodlands addressed the issue of 
hiring during the Economic Out-
look Conference sponsored by 
The Woodlands Area Chamber of 
Commerce on Feb. 14. Executives 
from Talisman, Repsol Energy and 
Layne Christensen all said one of 
the biggest challenges they face is 
finding qualified employees. 

“For an energy company like 
Talisman, one of our biggest chal-
lenges has been the people chal-
lenge,” said Woody Pace, vice 
president of exploration for Tal-
isman Energy. “We desperately 
need geoscientists, engineers and 
not only new graduates, but we’re 
trying to find experienced folks. 
There is a war on talent, and we’re 
all competing with each other.”

Talisman is one of several 
Woodlands-area energy compa-
nies taking a proactive approach 
to establishing a more qualified 

employee base. Ander-
son said both Talisman 
and ExxonMobil have 
worked closely with 
Conroe ISD in estab-
lishing the curriculum 
for its exploring careers 
program provided to 
eighth grade students 
district-wide. 

Anderson said 
that last year about 
300 students partici-
pated in the program, in 
which volunteer speakers 
from the energy indus-
try visit classrooms 
at every Conroe ISD 
middle school campus 
and talk about careers 
in oil and gas. 

Ramchand said com-
panies such as Shell, 
Anadarko and Hal-
liburton have helped 
fine tune the curricu-
lum for the executive 
MBA program that will 
be offered at University 
Center as well as work-
ing as instructors for 
classes at the main UH 
campus.

“We leverage our 
position in Houston to 
bring the energy indus-
try to this program,” she 
said. “We use [energy 
executives] as instruc-
tors when there is a fit 
between their skill set 
and our demands.”

David Eglinton, upstream 
media relations manager for 
ExxonMobil, said the company 
has invested $1.5 million in its 
Community College Petrochemi-
cal Initiative, a training program 
available at nine community col-
leges throughout the Texas Gulf 
Coast, including LSC. The initia-
tive offers technical training pro-
grams to qualifying students to 
work in the chemical and energy 

Education
Continued from | 1

industry. 
“This program is about pre-

paring area residents to fill those 
jobs and launch satisfying careers 
in a critical industry,” said Lynne 
Lachenmyer, senior vice presi-
dent of ExxonMobil Chemical 
Company.

Training and education
The scope of programs offered 

at schools, as well as their 
intent, vary. Programs, such as 
the energy MBA graduate pro-
gram at the UH Bauer College, 
are longer term with class times 
designed for those already work-
ing in the industry. Lone Star 
College’s Oil and Gas Drilling/
Floor-Hand and Roustabout 
training program offers classes 
during the daytime and the 

evening Monday through Thurs-
day during the summer. The pro-
gram is designed to put people to 
work quickly.

“We’re having folks hired right 
out of class,” program director 
James Ward said. “This is a work-
force program designed to put 
people to work. Our goal is to con-
nect people with the company.” 

Ward said the program has 

EDUCATION IN ENERGY

PROGRAMS FOR CAREERS IN ENERGY

•	Analyzer	technology
•	CADD*
•	Computer	maintenance
•	Electrical	technology
•	Fieldbus	training
•	 Instrumentation
•	Machine	technology*
•	Millwrighting
•	Pipefitting

•	Process	technology*
•	 Supply	chain		
management

•	Welding*
•	Engineering*
•	Logistics	technology*
•	Production	technology*

COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
PETROCHEMICAL INITIATIVE 
The	Community	College	Petrochemical	Initiative	
consists	of	community	colleges	and	school	districts	
in	the	Greater	Houston	and	Texas	Gulf	Coast	area,	
including	Lone	Star	College	System.	Each	institution	
provides	skills	training	for	the	region’s	businesses	
and	industries,	particularly	in	the	energy	sector.

Training programs offered

*Classes	offered	at	LSC	Energy	and		
Manufacturing	Institute
www.gulfcoastcc.org

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON C.T. 
BAUER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
The	Bauer	College	of	Business	will	offer	executive	
MBA	classes	at	Lone	Star	College	University	Center	
in	The	Woodlands	in	the	fall.	

Energy certificates

•	Economics	of	the	Energy	Value	Chain
•	Energy	finance
•	Energy	investment	analysis
•	Energy	risk	management

Courses offered

•	Energy	derivatives
•	Real	options	in	the	energy	industry
•	Mergers	and	acquisitions	in	the	oil	and	gas	industry
•	Energy	analysis
•	Energy	trading
•	Oil	and	gas	accounting
•	Upstream	economics
•	Alternative	energy	investments
www.bauer.uh.edu

•	Foundation	courses
•	Machining
•	Engineering	technology
•	Energy	technology

•	Quality
•	Computer	technology
•	Logistics
•	Health	and	safety

•	Welding
•	Language	skills
•	Project	management
•	WorkKeys

LONE STAR COLLEGE ENERGY AND MANUFACTURING INSTITUTE
The	LSCS	Energy	and	Manufacturing	Institute	is	an	avenue	for	businesses	in	the	oil	and	gas	and	energy	
industry	that	offers	technical	training	and	certification	programs.

Training programs offered

20515 Hwy. 249, Houston • 281-296-7827 • www.lonestar.edu/emi

You
at 

WineFest

Wild West
Winefest

May 1      6:00-9:00 p.m.
Macy’s Furniture Gallery

Taste signature dishes from 
local restaurants &

Sample a variety of fine wines

BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW!
Tickets $100 / $125 at the Door

936-441-4044 ext. 29 / www.winefesttx.org

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES STILL AVAILABLE!

Our Sponsors include
Macy’s

Mike Seder, Re/Max The Woodlands & Spring
Dianne & George Lindahl

Shane & Becky Bayless  •  Community Impact
Great American Title Co.  • Betty Murphy

Precision Printing

All Proceeds Benefit

WF ComImp.indd   1 3/31/14   5:12 PM
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about an 85 percent placement 
rate with starting salaries between 
$40,000 and $80,000 per year, 
depending on what job avenue 
the students pursue.

The program is one of many 
offered through Lone Star Col-
lege’s Energy and Manufactur-
ing Institute. The institute is an 
avenue for workforce training for 
employees already working in the 

oil and gas and energy industries 
or those seeking a career in the 
field. 

Some of the technical education 
and training programs include 
machining, engineering technol-
ogy, logistics and welding. 

Crane said jobs available at 
Talisman are often dependent on 
what and how much post-second-
ary training a potential employee 

has obtained. Entry-level posi-
tions in the technical field could 
include engineering, technicians 
and field operators, while non-
technical or support jobs may 
include human resources, supply 
chain, information technology or 
commercial analysis. 

UH Bauer College energy cer-
tificates include energy finance, 
energy investment analysis and 

economics of the energy value 
chain. 

Classes in these programs will 
be offered beginning in the fall at 
the University Center, Ramchand 
said.

“We have people who serve the 
energy industry come and talk 
to us about what the curriculum 
should look like,” she said. “They 
will say, ‘We need engineers but 

engineers who understand busi-
ness.’ So, we have programs where 
students get a bachelor’s degree 
in engineering and have added to 
that a masters MBA, and they can 
do it in five years.”

Chemical Engineers 
Annual average wage  
$118,025
Number of employees 
3,750
Projected annual job openings through 2020 
105

Environmental Engineering 
Technicians

Annual average wage  
$42,300
Number of employees 
730
Projected annual job openings through 2020 
25

Environmental Engineers
Annual average wage  
$103,306
Number of employees   
1,160
Projected annual job openings through 2020  
50

Annual average wage  
$56,086
Number of employees   
3,550
Projected annual job openings through 2020  
160

Roustabouts 
Annual average wage  
$33,193
Number of employees   
4,140
Projected annual job openings through 2020  
370

Mining & Geological Engineers 
Annual average wage   
$119,770
Number of employees   
480
Projected annual job openings through 2020  
10

Petroleum Engineers
Annual average wage  
$140,732
Number of employees   
14,160
Projected annual job openings through 2020 
540

Derrick Operators
Annual average wage  
$44,774
Number of employees   
2,250
Projected annual job openings through 2020  
155

Rotary Drill Operators 
Annual average wage  
$47,371
Number of employees   
3,120
Projected annual job openings through 2020  
165

Pump System Operators * 
Annual average wage  
$65,711
Projected annual job openings through 2020  
280

Wellhead Pumpers  
Annual average wage  
$48,382
Number of employees   
1,210
Projected annual job openings through 2020  
100

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

As we start the spring/summer selling season, our listing inventory is up 7% from a year ago with 302 homes currently on 
the market in The Woodlands. While higher than last year, it is significantly less than 2 years ago when 526 homes were on 
the market and even more so than 3 years ago when we had 823 homes on the market during the same period!
Sales in March were up by 13% with 200 sold. We are seeing 
continued pent-up demand with many of our local buyers 
unable to find their next home in The Woodlands being 
reluctant to place their current home on the market.
The Woodlands new construction continues in Creekside Park. 
Based on the activity I have observed on the week-ends, it is 
quite a hot market! 

LET US PREPARE A CUSTOMIZED MARKET 
ANALYSIS OF YOUR HOME

Based on the activity I have observed on the week-ends, it is Based on the activity I have observed on the week-ends, it is 
quite a hot market! 

LET US PREPARE A CUSTOMIZED MARKET 
ANALYSIS OF YOUR HOME

Based on the activity I have observed on the week-ends, it is Based on the activity I have observed on the week-ends, it is 
quite a hot market! 

VISIT MARKET REPORTS

LET US PREPARE A CUSTOMIZED MARKET LET US PREPARE A CUSTOMIZED MARKET 

MARKET REPORTTRTR SS

ON OUR WEBSITE
Direct: 713-256-4998 Offi ce: 281-367-7770
Michele@MicheleFlory.com • www.MicheleFlory.com

Data Source: Houston Association of Realtors

The 
Selling 
Season 
Is Here!

Riggers*  
Annual average wage  
$40,826
Projected annual job openings through 2020  
35

Geological & Petroleum Technicians

This information shows data regarding wages and expected job 
openings by profession in the oil and gas and energy industry in 
the Gulf Coast Workforce Development Area, as designated by 
the Texas Workforce Commission.
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25-mile radius of The Woodlands spent 
just under $3.5 billion on health care in 
2013, according to data provided by Esri, a 
geographic information systems company. 

Esri projects that same population will 
grow to 2.2 million by 2018.

While vast and highly specialized services 
are available to Houston Metro residents at 
the Texas Medical Center near downtown, 
community hospitals emphasize outpa-
tient services to accommodate patients 
who require access to care on a weekly or 
monthly basis, St. Luke’s The Woodlands 
Hospital CEO Debra Sukin said.

Sukin said patients frequently accessing 
services for chronic ailments want to live 
and work in the same community as they 
receive treatment.

“I think about children and adults who 
have neurological disorders which require 
ongoing health management issues,” she 
said. “I think of people that have heart fail-
ure and diabetes, or individuals who are 
diagnosed with cancer and need to have 
radiation treatments.”

Memorial Hermann expansion
Population growth, coupled with tech-

nological advancements, allows hospitals 
to bring services typically found at medi-
cal centers to community locations, Sand-
ers said.

“For example, robotic surgery—some-
thing like that would traditionally be 

housed in a medical center set-
ting, but today many hospitals in the 
community have robotic surgery,” 
Sanders said. “It’s those kinds of tech-
nologies that are coming out into the 
communities that maybe years ago it 
would have stayed in a medical center 
setting because it is very expensive tech-
nology.” 

The hospital recently opened a Joint Cen-
ter to keep pace with longer life expectan-
cies, Sanders said, as well as a Texas Institute 
of Rehabilitation and Research unit to offer 
higher levels of rehabilitation for issues such 
as spinal cord and brain injuries.

“Joint replacement is going to be a con-
tinually growing part of our population in 
terms of needs,” Sanders said. “As people 
grow older, people are going to live longer, 
and they want to live healthier lives.” 

Sanders said Memorial Hermann is con-
sidering bringing one of its convenient care 
centers—which typically deliver an emer-
gency room, imaging, lab and primary care 
services in one accessible location—to The 
Woodlands area.

“In terms of our surgery centers and 
our imaging centers and emergency 
centers and sports medicine rehab 
centers, we probably have close to 
200 different locations in the Greater 
Houston area,” Sanders said. “Then 
Memorial Hermann is developing what 
we call convenient care centers. We have a 
strategy in our system to develop those. We 
do have one in mind for this area.”

St. Luke’s uninsured initiatives
One of the biggest challenges facing 

Montgomery County providers is giv-
ing care a growing uninsured population, 
especially with the absence of a county hos-
pital, Sukin said.

St. Luke’s hospital aims to meet those 
needs by opening a new primary care clinic, 
the Bridge Clinic, for uninsured residents in 
May. The clinic is paid for through a Deliv-
ery System Reform and Incentive Payment 
grant received through a Medicare and 
Medicaid services waiver, Sukin said.

The clinic will be modeled as a medi-
cal home, where a primary care physician 
acts as a guide through the medical system 
to ensure patients get the care they need. 

Health care
Continued from | 1

Population Growth Trends

Freestanding Emergency Rooms

Population growth in a 10-mile radius of The Woodlands Town Center

Freestanding ERs treat trauma, heart attacks and life-threatening ailments. While freestanding ERs are 
typically associated with shorter wait times than hospitals, they also offer no inpatient services. 

priority emergency Room 
3759 FM 1488, Ste. 500 

america’s eR 3 
2784 Research Forest Drive

First Choice emergency Room 
10333 kuykendahl Road

Woodlands emergency Center 
10710 kuykendahl Road

physicians eR The 
Woodlands emergency Room 
4524 Research Forest Drive

St. michael’s emergency  
2622 I-45 N.

Sukin said the model would bring conti-
nuity of care to a population who tends to 
rely on emergency room visits as a primary 
means of care.

“Your physician is going to do every-
thing to basically direct you to the right 
place for care at the right time,” Sukin said. 

“The emergency department is not a medi-
cal home; there is no continuity of care.”

Additionally, St. Luke’s is expanding 
its services in The Woodlands this year 
by adding 58 inpatient beds, two dialysis 
suites and continuing its focus on stroke 
treatment, Sukin said.

the woodlands

“It’s really incumbent 
upon us to be able to 
bring [research and 

services] to these 
geographies where 

right now those  
children may not have 

that access”
—Mark Mullarkey, senior vice president, texas 

Children’s hospital

2000 

197,457

2010 

332,866

2013 

360,913

2018  
(projected)  

408,079

1
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6

visi
on park blvd. 

We care for:

Frailty and Physical Dependence

Memory Impairment

Stroke and Parkinson’s

Chronic Diseases

Isolation and Depression

Our Services:

Healthcare

Day Center

Personal Care

Versatile Activity Program

Lisa Suarez
Executive Director & Co-Owner

281-419-3600

281-361-7000

mlisas1019@gmail.com

157 Nursery Road
The Woodlands, TX 77380

23972 Highway 59 N
Kingwood, TX 77339

www.sarahcare.com/woodland
www.sarahcare.com/kingwood
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Health Care Services Local hospitals and clinics provide a growing list of services in The Woodlands area to cut down 
on patient travel time to the Houston Medical Center for treatment.

1    St. Luke’s The Woodlands

NOTaBLe INITIaTIveS:
•	 The Bridge Primary Care clinic
•	 58 new inpatient beds
•	 Cardiology and cardiovascular surgery
•	 Neuroscience program

Texans Children’s new campus
Texas Children’s Hospital is using the 

experience it gained from developing its 
West Campus in Katy to offer a wider range 
of services when it opens its new pediatric 
campus in The Woodlands in spring 2017, 
Senior Vice President Mark Mullarkey said.

The nearly 550,000-square-foot campus  
will feature inpatient and outpatient ser-
vices, diagnostic services, critical care, and 
acute care inpatient services, and about 25 
pediatric sub-specialties, Mullarkey said. 

The campus will open with six to seven 
more specialties than the West Campus, 

while also offering a comprehensive sports 
program and an intensive care unit within 
the first year of operation, Mullarkey said.

“Right now the pediatric population [in 
The Woodlands area] goes over 470,000  
children 18 and under,” Mullarkey said. 
“It’s really incumbent upon us to be able to 

bring [research and services] to these geog-
raphies where right now those children 
may not have that access.”

Mullarkey said the hospital partners 
with Scott and White Healthcare and 
Children’s Hospital of San Antonio to cre-
ate a network of strategic partnerships 
that can provide expensive and technical 
services to outlying communities without 
duplicating resources.

Mullarkey said the partnerships reduce 
cost by not duplicating expensive pro-
grams, such as congenital heart and cardio-
vascular programs, at nearby locations.

“Those are extremely high cost, they are 
very highly technical,” Mullarkey said. “So 
when we have the collaborations in place, 
and if they find those patients at those out-
lying areas, we are able to provide [service] 
for them.”

Kelsey-Seybold’s investment
Kelsey-Seybold Clinic is also expand-

ing its efforts throughout the Houston area 
with a $200 million capital investment plan, 
and it will open a new $30 million location 
in The Woodlands by year’s end, Vice Presi-
dent of Operations John Lyle said.

The Woodlands facility will allow the 
current clinic, adjacent to St. Luke’s The 
Woodlands hospital, to expand its services 
and add physicians and staff, Lyle said.

While obstetrics and gynecology ser-
vices will remain at the clinic’s current 
facility, the new clinic will include neurol-
ogy, urology, rheumatology, orthopedic, 
sports medicine, podiatry, optometry and 
ophthalmology to its list of services already 
available in The Woodlands.

Lyle said the clinic is considering addi-
tional Woodlands area expansion, largely 
because of expected population prompted 
by commercial development.

“Like everybody else, we recognize the 
impact that ExxonMobil and Anadarko 
has had,” Lyle said. “When you have over 
100,000 people that live in a particular 
region, health care services are absolutely 
needed to meet the needs.”

17200 St. Luke’s Way, The Woodlands • 936-266-2000

NOTaBLe INITIaTIveS:
•	 Sports Medicine
•	 Intensive Care Unit
•	 Emergency Medicine
•	 Pediatric Surgery

17600 I-45 S., The Woodlands - Opening Spring 2017 

2

1

3

4

NOTaBLe INITIaTIveS:
•	 TIRR Memorial Hermann inpatient unit and 

outpatient clinic 
•	 Sports medicine rehabilitation centers
•	 Robotic assisted surgeries
•	 Joint Replacement clinic

9250	Pinecroft,	The	Woodlands	•	713-897-2300

4   memorial Hermann The Woodlands

2    Texas Children’s The Woodlands

NOTaBLe INITIaTIveS:
Specialties projected to be offered in December
•	 Neurology
•	 Orthopedics
•	 Sports Medicine
•	 Optometry

106	Vision	Park	Blvd.,	Shenandoah	•	713-442-0000

3   Kelsey-Seybold Clinic
visi

on park blvd. 

What factor is most important to you when making 
decisions about health care treatment?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll
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featured Neighborhood
Grogan’s Mill, 77380

Build-out year: 2016

Number of homes: n/a

Number of builders: 2

Square footage: 1,056 / 13,493

Home values: $75,854 / $5,050,000

Amenities: Waterway Cruisers and trolleys, bicycle 
and pedestrian walkways, shopping, dining

Nearby attractions: The Woodlands Mall, Market Street, 
Waterway Square, Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

Property taxes:

Conroe ISD 1.2900 
Montgomery Co. 0.4838 
Montgomery Co. Hospital Dist.  0.0729 
Montgomery Co. Mud # 46 0.2400 
LSC - North Harris 0.1160 
The Woodlands Township 0.2940

Total (per $100 value) 2.4967  

REAl ESTATE

Homes on the market (As of March 2014)

featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (Apr. 1, 2014–Mar. 31, 2013)

No. of homes for sale 29

No. of homes under contract 33

Average days on the market 47

No. of homes sold 247

Square footage (low/high) 1,056 / 13,493

Selling price (low/high) $75,854 / $5,050,000

woodlands pkwy.

G
rogan’s M

ill R
d

.

45
4 Bedroom / 2 Full Bath       2,242 sq. ft.
Agent: Marcy Bennett, keller Williams Realty  
The Woodlands  (281) 364-4812

3 Bedroom/ 3 Full & 1 Half Bath 3,121 sq. ft.
Agent: Beverly Bradley, 
Weekly Properties Beverly Bradley (800) 758-3238 

4-5 Bedroom/ 2 Full & 1 Half Bath      2,936 sq. ft.
Agent: Michael Seder, RE/MAX The Woodlands
713-806-6796

4 Bedroom/ 3 Full & 1 Half Bath 3,747 sq. ft.
Agent: Steven Smith, keller Williams Realty  
The Woodlands   832-928-8800

58 Rolling Links Court                      $830,000

54 Huntsmans Horn                      $350,000

254 Sonoma Court                      $667,418

11904 N. Blackjack Oak Cir.                     $159,000

C
ry

st
al

 s
ha

ff
er

Market data
On the market  (As of March 2014) Monthly home sales

Number of homes sold/Average price

77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

Mar. 2014 24/$509,400 42/$489,387 46/$416,576 25/$317,014 24/$234,191 80/$229,263 64/$437,360

Mar. 2013 27/$305,347 52/$329,645 71/$478,426 15/$275,939 29/$198,415 61/$181,531 66/$345,781

Feb. 2014 23/$507,718 29/$361,577 34/$447,635 18/$343,311 22/$182,560 64/$239,741 39/$464,20

Jan. 2014 22/$523,428 45/$406,053 53/$438,843 15/$260,809 26/$172,498 61/$197,009 61/$431,366

Dec. 2013 18/$426,152 53/$368,596 52/$476,574 25/$245,828 25/$190,615 97/$257,106 64/$384,940

Nov. 2013 14/$464,785 45/$374,435 45/$500,463 19/$230,863 23/$190,747 70/$263,845 50/$401,168

Oct. 2013 28/$376,632 47/$371,333 52/$713,872 23/$282,966 29/$211,727 94/$246,434 59/$309,954

Sept. 2013 22/$363,081 56/$339,394 57/$543,525 24/$283,447 40/$213,957 79/$213,986 72/$345,828

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or under 3 /43 3/5 — 2 /151 8 /59 10 /45 2 /16

$150,000–$199,999 5 /55 8 /27 — — 17 /48 30/35 6 /17

$200,000–$299,999 9 /40 8 /27 13/13 8 /41 15 /34 57/61 27/47

$300,000–$399,999 1 /46 9 /37 8 /21 18/34 20/122 45/89 39/60

$400,000–$499,999 3 /71 15 /50 11 /25 11 /46 4/84 23/68 23/65

$500,000–$599,999 2 /34 10 /29 8 /37 4/163 — 12/87 13/56

$600,000–$799,999 10 /176 16 /25 11 /49 3/253 — 22/71 31/78

$800,000–$999,999 4/320 2 /115 15 /66 1/230 — 9 /73 19/82

$1 million + 17/98   — 26/125 — — 10 /94 43/113

Market Data provided by 
Haley garcia

Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

For more information on these listings call:
HALEY GARCIA

Broker Associate
281.701.6174 heritagetexas.com

12515 Lakeview
Lake Conroe area | $249,900

25730 Northcrest
auburn Lakes | $450,000

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print


