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Alternatives being sought to 
neighborhood towers

Woodlands cell service needs boost

High demand, low supply driving prices 

S. Montgomery County 
home values on the rise

Home prices, like ones in Creekside Park, are rising due to less supply.

By Matt Stephens
Home values have risen sub-

stantially across south Montgom-
ery County during the last five 
years, and with notices soon to 
be mailed out by the Montgom-
ery Central Appraisal District in 
March, residents can expect their 
property values to see yet another 
spike in 2014. 

MCAD Chief Appraiser Mark 
Castleschouldt said home values 
are rising countywide and across 
the state—particularly in cities 
and communities surrounding 
metropolitan areas—and The 
Woodlands area has seen a sub-
stantial increase over the past five 
years, as average home values in 
The Woodlands rose 10.9 percent 
from 2009 to 2013. 

Although much of the value 
increases are because of popula-
tion growth, Castleschouldt said 
home values have risen because 
of the lack of new home construc-
tion and the rising demand for 
homes in the area. 

“For values to increase, 
somebody has to want it,” 

Castleschouldt said. “You have to 
follow the old rule of economics. 
It’s really a supply and demand 
type situation. If you want a house 
and there’s a limited supply, then 
prices are going to go up.”

Home values rising
Homes in Montgomery County 

are appraised annually based on 
home sales and the sale prices 
of homes within communities, 
Castleschouldt said. MCAD uses 
mass appraisal techniques to 
determine fair prices for homes 
within particular areas. 

“It is impossible to do an 
independent appraisal on every 
single property in Montgomery 
County,” he said. “We break them 
down into neighborhoods. We’re 
not going to value lake front 
property the same as golf course 
property, or property that’s inte-
rior or property that’s out in the 
country. They’re all grouped in a 
similar manner.”

Growth has a significant effect 
on annual home values, Cas-
tleschouldt said, whether it is 

By Brian Walzel
For all of its forward-thinking development 

concepts and technological advancements, 
there are still many locations throughout 
The Woodlands residents and visitors cannot 
make a call on their cell phones because of 
poor coverage.

There are more than a dozen cellular tow-
ers throughout The Woodlands, according to 
coverage maps provided by the four major 
carriers. However, in places like the Village of 
Sterling Ridge and the Waterway Square dis-
trict, dropped calls or the inability to make 
calls is a common occurrence. 

“With the explosive growth we’re seeing, 
everyone is trying to get ahead of the curve,” 
said John Powers, director of community ser-
vices for The Woodlands Township. “Some-
thing’s got to be done, and the cell phone 
companies know that.”

Dead zones
Voice calling and messaging maps pro-

vided by Sprint, AT&T and T-Mobile show 
the areas with poorest service are generally 
throughout the Village of Sterling Ride, west 
of Kuykendahl and east of FM 2978. Much of 
the area is represented as “satisfactory,” “fair,” 
or “moderate,” by carriers. 

Coverage maps provided by Verizon did 
not provide a breakdown of quality of service 

population growth or the addi-
tion or expansion of businesses 
within a region. However, with a 
shrinking supply of new homes 
being built and existing homes on 
the market, the rising population 
growth and influx of new business 
exacerbates the housing demand. 

“It’s not just people moving in, 
it’s businesses moving in,” he said. 
“Exxon going [in] across in Har-
ris County has made a significant 
difference in southern Mont-
gomery County. If you move that 

many people down here, with the 
numbers we’re already getting, 
then the supply’s going to shrink 
even more.” 

Tim Welbes, co-president of 
The Woodlands Development 
Company, said the entire Hous-
ton area is experiencing a similar 
supply shortage and increased 
housing demand. A slowdown 
in construction because of finan-
cial constraints after the reces-
sion and a labor shortage in the 
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See Cell coverage | 54
Residents of The Woodlands have spoked out against 
installing cell phone towers above tree lines.
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Texas
tough.

Our cancer patients are fighting some of the toughest battles, and Texas Children’s

Cancer Center is there to help them in every way. Using a family-centered approach,

our world-renowned faculty and staff here in Houston put kids and families first –

while pioneering many of the now standard protocols for treating pediatric cancer

and blood disorders.  As a result, we’ve become the largest pediatric cancer center

in the country and #1 in Texas.  To learn more about how our nationally ranked

expertise helps children battle cancer, visit texaschildrens.org/cancer.

Cancer Center

© 2014 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. Ranking based on U.S.News & World Report. MPR881_013014

MPR881_ad_SL_WLD_CCHeart_Buckle_WoodIN_Layout 1  1/30/14  3:20 PM  Page 1
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LUXURY. CUSTOM. NORTH HOUSTON. 
WE PUT THEM ALL TOGETHER.

1

2 3
4

5
6

Woodforest
From the $500s – 936 447 1100

The Woodlands
From the $800s – 281 357 1600

Stratton Woods
From the $600s – 713 452 1360

Falls at Imperial Oaks
From the $550s – 713 452 1365

Benders Landing
From the $400s – 281 356 5339
Priced without lot

Rock Creek
From the $500s – 281 351 2600

BUILD ON YOUR LOT
From the $400s without lot
GREATER HOUSTON – 281 356 5339
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6

PARTNERS IN BUILDING features six luxury, custom home communities 
in North Houston. All are near the new Grand Parkway and the entertainment, 
healthcare options and recreation at The Woodlands. And each one is less 
than twenty minutes from the new ExxonMobil campus, most much closer. 
Schools are a key ingredient, too, and your children will attend some of the 
best schools in the area.

Now you can decide on large home sites of an acre or more, an intimate, gated 
enclave of custom homes, or all the amenities of a master-planned community.
Start narrowing down your search today at PartnerInBuIldIng.com

VISIT US TODAY 
AND WE’LL PAY 
FOR THE GAS.
Receive a $25 Gas Card when you 
mention this ad on your first visit 
to any of our Sales Counselors.
1 card per customer.

LUXURY, CUSTOM HOMES FROM THE $500s TO $1-MILLION+

If we sometimes seem a bit serious,  
it’s because we have a lot on our minds:

Your home. Your cars.  
Your business.

As Professional Insurance 
Agents, we take your 
insurance needs very 
seriously. We work hard 
to get to know you. By 
better understanding your 
unique needs, we can 
provide quality coverage 
options at a price that fits 
your budget.

Please call us or 
stop by our office. 

Visit our new website!
www.twfg.com

www.twfg.com |281- 367-3424 |800- 466-8934

Richard “Gordy” Bunch
Founder, President & CEO

Place
st1

of

R

2013

Best Insurance Agency or Agent

1201 Lake Woodlands Drive, Suite 4020 
The Woodlands, TX 77380

Auto | Home | Business | Life | Health

A Member Company of  The Woodlands Financial Group 
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©2014 JG Media inC. all RiGhTs ReseRved. no RepRoduCTion of any poRTion 
of This issue is alloWed WiThouT WRiTTen peRMission fRoM The publisheR.

FROm ThE GENERAl mANAGER
The Woodlands is 

one of the hottest real 
estate markets in the 
country with an enor-
mous growth rate that is 
expected to continue for 
the next several years.

The pace at which 
major corporations are 
moving their head-
quarters here, and the 
growth associated with 
The Woodlands’ new 

reputation as Houston’s new Energy Corridor, promises 
that our tight real estate market will become even more 
challenging for newcomers. Prices are rising as the 
demand for new homes is far outpacing the supply in 
The Woodlands area.

There are less than 2,100 new home lots available 
in The Woodlands before the community reaches 
build-out. 

Diminishing lots and rising prices are pushing new 
residents to live outside of The Woodlands. Most of 

those areas are close enough to enjoy all the amenities 
that the area has to offer while also being on land that is 
more affordable.

Recently my son and daughter-in-law decided to 
upgrade to a larger home when their fourth child was 
born. They searched The Woodlands and finally decided 
to buy along the Rayford Road corridor. They obtained 
a larger home for a lower price.

There is an abundance of new homes being built east 
of I-45 around the Rayford Road corridor, coincid-
ing with the development of the Grand Parkway. Toll 
Brothers is developing a new 692-acre master planned 
community that will eventually add as many as 1,350 
new homes to that area. 

In this month’s issue we delve into other topics, such 
as problems that many of our residents experience with 
poor cell phone coverage, and in-depth coverage of state 
and local elections.

Jim pollard
General ManaGer

jpollard@impactnews.com

Publishers and founders

John and Jennifer Garrett
Publisher - housTon MeTro

Jason Culpepper
General ManaGer
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About us
John and Jennifer Garrett began Community Impact 

Newspaper in 2005, in pflugerville, Texas. The company’s 
mission is to build communities of informed citizens 

and thriving businesses through the collaboration of a 
passionate team. now, with 15 markets in the austin, 

houston and dallas/fort Worth metro areas, the paper is 
distributed to more than 1 million homes and businesses.

Contact us
8400 n. sam houston parkway W., suite 220

houston, TX 77064 • 281-469-6181
impactnews.com

Press releases  wdlnews@impactnews.com
adverTisinG  wdlads@impactnews.com

coMMenTs  wdlfeedback@impactnews.com
subscriPTions  impactnews.com/subscriptions

COmmUNITy FEEDBACk

take the poll

last month’s poll results

How should local governments and 
developers improve cell phone service?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll

look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

What concerns you most about the 
future of groundwater in Montgomery 
County?

possibility of depleting underground water supply 

  42.7% 
increases in water rates 

  21.88% 
Traffic congestion because of pipeline installation

  15.63% 
subsidence, which can lead to flooding and infrastructure 
damage

  8.33% 
other

  6% 
hindering countywide development 

  5.21% 

Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected feb. 13–March 3, 2014

NEW hEADqUARTERS

Community Impact Newspaper moved into its state-of-the-
art corporate headquarters, located at 16225 impact Way 
in pflugerville, in december. a grand opening celebration 
that includes city and business leaders of the Central Texas 
area is set for March 27. pflugerville Mayor Jeff Coleman 
and austin Mayor lee leffingwell will speak during the week 
to celebrate Community Impact Newspaper serving its 
communities for more than eight years.

242

45

Vision Park Blvd.

17830 Interstate 45 South
The Woodlands, TX 77384

 1 (877) 742-1187 MINIOFTHEWOODLANDS.COM
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Lease New Office Condos in The Woodlands
Let my experience of the local market & my international investment network  guide your next move.

Gorgan´s Ridge Office Condos                                                                                                            $2,500 per condo per month. 
Suites available: 301, 302, 304, 501, 502, 702, 703, 1901, 2001-2004   -    2219 Sawdust Road | The Woodlands, Texas 77380

$3,800,000    Carlton Woods 



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com8  news

Drive, Ste. 435. The restaurant serves 
a variety of grilled, sauteed and baked 
seafood dishes, as well as other hearty 
entrees, appetizers, soups and salads. 
Bonefish Grill’s bar offers martinis, 
cocktails and wine, in addition to bottled 
beer or beer on tap. 281-419-5055.  
www.bonefishgrill.com 

4  Papa Murphys opened its second 
Woodlands-area location in January at 
3707 College Park Drive. The national 
pizza company’s “take n’ bake” service 

Now Open

1  iRepair Gadgets opened Jan. 1 at 
261-A Sawdust Road in The Woodlands. 
The business repairs iPhones, iPads, iPods, 
smartphones, tablets, laptops and gaming 
consoles. iRepair also offers refurbished 
iPods and laptops and sells new cell phone 
cases. 281-651-4924.  
www.irepair-gadgets.com

2  Ragin Cajun held a grand opening 
Feb. 24 for its first Woodlands location at 

2626 Research Forest Drive, Ste. B. The 
Cajun restaurant offers traditional Cajun 
fare, such as gumbo, etouffee, jambalaya, 
boudin, sandwiches, muffolattas, salads, 
crawfish and other seafood dishes. As 
the fifth Houston-area location from the 
Houston-based company, the restaurant 
will also offer The Woodlands Original 
Shrimp Po-boy. 281-298-2121.  
www.ragin-cajun.com 

Royal Cleaning Services and owner 
Andrea Canales began serving The 

Woodlands area early in January. The 
cleaning business offers homestyle 
cleaning for residential and commercial 
properties and serves The Woodlands, 
Conroe and Spring. Royal Cleaning 
provides trained, experienced employees, 
free estimates and no contracts.  
832-326-6572. www.facebook.com/
royalcleaningservicestx

3  Bonefish Grill held a grand opening 
celebration March 3 at its 200th location in 
The Woodlands at 1555 Lake Woodlands 
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281-364-9799
www.WoodlandsRugGallery.com 
30340 FM 2978, Ste 800
Terramont Village Shopping Center at Woodlands Parkway

EVERY ITEM IN THE STORE IS ON SALE.

500+ RUGS ARE 50% OFF OUR EVERYDAY PRICE!
HURRY IN FOR BEST SELECTION!

        Woodlands Pkwy.
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WALMART
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N

                    RETIREMENT SALE
         After 50 years, Don is handing over the reins.

Expert Rug 
Cleaning &  Repair

OVER 2,500 RUGS TO CHOOSE FROM!
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Kendra Scott Jewelry Boutique has opened at 
9595 Six Pines Drive in Market Street. 
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Service First Automotive Shops will open of the 
third quarter of 2014 in Creekside Village Center. 
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allows customers to choose their own 
crust, sauce and toppings, take the pizza 
home and bake it themselves. In addition 
to signature pizzas, such as the Herb 
Chicken Mediterranean Pizza, customers 
can chose from pan or hand-tossed crust 
or stuffed pizzas with multiple sauce 
options and toppings.  936-273-4550.  
www.papamurphys.com

5  Spec’s Wine and Spirits opened 
another Woodlands area location at 3588 
FM 1488 in late February. The business 
offers a large variety of wine, beers and 
spirits, as well as cigars, gourmet food, 
mixers, gifts and alcohol accessories. 936-
271-9606. www.specsonline.com

6  Kendra Scott Jewelry Boutique has 
opened its Woodlands location at 9595 Six 
Pines Drive in Market Street. The jeweler 
offers its signature brand of earrings, 
necklaces, bracelets, rings and other 
accessories. 281-528-1174.  
www.kendrascott.com 

7  BBVA Compass Bank opened its fifth 
and sixth branches in The Woodlands 
March 1. The new banks are located in 
the Village of Sterling Ridge at 10000 
Woodlands Parkway and in the Village 
of Alden Bridge at 8100 Research Forest 
Drive. The BBVA Compass branches offer 
consumer, small business and commercial 
banking services. Services include wealth 
management, credit cards, mortgages, 
savings and lending. The Woodlands 
branches offer drive-thru and ATM 
services. www.bbvacompass.com

Coming Soon

8  Construction will begin on a Service 
First Automotive Shop at the southwest 
corner of Kuykendahl Road and New 
Harmony Drive this summer in the 
Creekside Park Village Center. Planned 
for completion in the third quarter of 
2014, Service First offers a 10-minute, air-
conditioned, drive-thru oil change with 
amenities, such as an indoor children’s 
playground, Starbucks coffee and iPad bar. 
Plans are underway for more Service First 

locations in the community.  
www.servicefirstautomotive.com

9  Energy Capital Credit Union will 
open a branch on the ExxonMobil Campus 
at I-45 and the Hardy Toll Road in Spring 
the second quarter of this year. The new 
branch will be a full-service institution 
offering an array of competitive financial 
products and services to members who are 
residents on the campus.  The branch will 
accommodate 10,000 employees from the 
ExxonMobil campus.  832-604-4848.  
www.eccu.net

10  The J. Beard Real Estate Company 
executed a long-term lease for Conversio 
Health LLC at Research Forest Lakeside 
Building 4. Conversio Health provides 
services for the treatment and management 
of chronic conditions by partnering in the 
delivery of care to provide an important 
link between the patient, the treating 
physician and the health plan to ensure 
each patient is armed with the tools 
necessary to enjoy an optimal lifestyle. 
281-419-8825. www.conversiohealth.com

11  Scheduled for a summer opening 
at 2415 Research Forest Drive in the 
Research Forest Lakeside development 
is Corner Bakery Cafe. The restaurant 
offers breakfast items, salads, sandwiches, 
paninis, soups, bakery sweets, pastas and a 
kids’ menu. www.cornerbakerycafe.com 

12  Hand & Stone Massage and Facial Spa 
will open in the fall in at 2,738-square-foot 
spot in the Creekside Park Village Center 
on Kuykendahl Road between Creekside 
Forest Drive and Creekside Green Drive. 
This will be the second location in The 
Woodlands. This is the fourth location 
for Hand & Stone in Texas. Hand & Stone 
features customized massages and facials.  
www.handandstone.com

13  Marriott Courtyard will open a 
new hotel in mid-August at 19255 David 
Memorial Drive in Shenandoah. The new 
hotel will include 124 rooms, a bistro, 
meeting facilities and a boardroom.  
www.marriott.com 

Expansion

14  The Woodlands Methodist School 
will offer kindergarten through 6th 
grade classes for the 2014–15 school year. 
The expansion includes new classes for 
students in fourth, fifth and sixth grade. 
The Woodlands Methodist School is now 
accepting applications for students for the 
2014–15 school year. 281-297-5959.  
www.twmschool.org

Anniversary

15  LJF Marketing, at 26419 Oak Ridge 
Drive, is celebrating its 25th anniversary 
in 2014. Formerly known as LJF Associates 
Inc., the firm has formally changed 
the brand to LJF Marketing, featuring 
a new logo and a redesigned website. 
Founded in 1989 by Linda Freede, the 
company specializes in public relations, 
graphic design, media planning, web 
page development, corporate branding, 
corporate specialty logo products and 
social media planning and support.  
281-367-3922. www.ljfmarketing.com

16  Kidville, at 4747 Research Forest Drive 
in the Cochran’s Crossing Village Center, 
is celebrating 10 years of child development 
programs and themed birthday parties 
in March. Kidville’s programs foster safe, 
creative play programs for infants to 
children up to age 9. 281-651-5403.  
www.kidville.com/thewoodlands

In the news

Per the Affordable Care Act, uninsured 
individuals must sign up for health 
insurance either through the Health 
Insurance Marketplace or a private 
provider before March 31, or they will be 
charged a fee when they file their federal 
tax returns. To be eligible for the HIM, 
individuals must live in areas within the 
U.S. that offer HIM services, be a U.S. 
citizen or be lawfully present in the U.S. 
and not currently be incarcerated.  
1-800-318-2596. www.healthcare.gov

news or questions about The Woodlands? 
e-mail wdlnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Matt Stephens and Brian Walzel

BBVA Compass has opened two branches in The 
Woodlands in Sterling Ridge and Alden Bridge.
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Hand & Stone Massage will open its second 
Woodlands location in the fall. 
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10200 Grogan's Mill Road, Suite 340 | The Woodlands, TX | 77380 
(281) 298-2700 Offi ce | (281) 298-2760 Fax | (877) 824-4299 Toll Free

www.chjwealthmanagement.com

Stop in for a visit and let us get you on the right path!

• Independent Investment Management designed 
to protect and grow your wealth

• Located in The Woodlands
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Development Company announces 
plans for new Waterway hotel
By Brian Walzel 

Construction will soon begin on a 
new 303-room hotel on The Woodlands 
Waterway. On Feb. 13 The Woodlands 
Development Company and the Howard 
Hughes Corporation announced plans 
for the hotel, which will be on the north 
side of the Waterway, just east of the 24 
Waterway building.

“There is a tremendous need for 
additional first class hotel rooms in The 
Woodlands with over 20 million people 
visiting The Woodlands Town Center 
each year,” said Paul Layne, executive vice 
president of master-planned communities 
for The Howard Hughes Corporation. “A 
hotel of this caliber will attract both busi-
ness and leisure travelers into the heart 
of The Waterway Square District within 
walking distance of hundreds of busi-
nesses, shops and restaurants as well as 
major entertainment venues, such as The 
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion.”

The Development Company did not 
announce the hotel’s brand, but it said 
the hotel would be designed for business 
travelers and local residents seeking 
local vacation spots. Plans for the hotel 
also include a long-planned pedestrian 
bridge spanning the Waterway and 
the addition of a performance stage at 
Waterway Square.  

The hotel will also feature 24,000 
square feet of meeting event space, a fine 
dining restaurant, and second level pool 
deck and bar with direct access to the 
fountains at Waterway Square.

Construction on the hotel is expected 
to be complete mid-2015. 

Included in the plans for the hotel is 
a pedestrian bridge spanning over the 
Waterway as well as a permanent perfor-
mance stage near the Waterway Square 
fountains. The bridge and the stage are 

being paid for at a cost of $1.2 million 
by The Woodlands Township, township 
President Don Norrell said.

The bridge and the stage will be con-
structed in conjunction with the hotel 
and will open at about the same time, 
Norrell said. 

The Waterway hotel would be the 20th 
hotel in The Woodlands and Shenandoah 
areas, with more on the way. In January, 
the 184-room Hyatt Place hotel opened at 
Grogan’s Mill Road and Research Forest 
Drive. Another Woodlands hotel, to be 
located in the Hughes Landing develop-
ment, will have 175 rooms.

“Certainly, the strong economy in The 
Woodlands is attracting residents and 
visitors to the area and therefore there 
is a greater need for hotels,” said Gordy 
Bunch, chairman of The Woodlands 
CVB. “Hotels in The Woodlands are 
driving some of the best occupancy in 
the country. The demand for travel to 
The Woodlands for business, entertain-
ment and leisure is some of the best in the 
country, as well.”

In 2012, The Woodlands earned more 
than $6 million in hotel tax revenue, 
while Shenandoah earned $713,811.

The Waterway hotel is the latest 
planned project to be announced by the 
Development Company in the Waterway 
Square district. In September 2012, the 
Development Company announced plans 
for 10 Waterway, to be located directly 
across the Waterway from the new hotel. 

The Development Company is seeking 
tenants for the office, but a construction 
time frame has not been announced. 
Plans are also in the works, although 
the project has not been formally 
announced, for a 40-story condominium 
to be adjacent to the Waterway Square 
parking garage. 
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The Woodlands Development Company plans to develop a 303-room hotel on The Woodlands Waterway 
to be completed in mid-2015.

The Reserve at Spring Lakes 
is a great community to raise a family. Boasting 232 acres of breathtaking 

forest, you will enjoy the quiet serenity that country living provides; yet still 
being close to Tomball High School, Lonestar Tomball College, and just 

minutes from the Woodlands.

Raleigh Creek
More than a neighborhood, Raleigh Creek is a close-knit community with 

smiling families and friendly neighbors. From beautiful open spaces, unique 
amenities and livable lot sizes, it’s easy to cozy up to intimate country living 

in Raleigh Creek.
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When is it Time to Redevelop?
By: Karyn Jackson Stephens, The J. Beard Real Estate Company

Is it time to sell or redevelop that parcel you’ve been holding onto? After going through a slow lending cycle in 2009 - 2011, 
developers are now buying land like hot cakes realizing it is a sparse commodity. There are many factors to consider in the 
decision of whether to “hold,” “sell,” or “redevelop” commercial real estate – and timing is everything.

Building obsolescence is a primary consideration for redeveloping. Downtown areas tear down and make room for high-rise 
o�  ce buildings. Many suburbs are now evaluating redevelopment opportunities as older buildings have reached the end of their 
useful life expectancy. For example, residential homes in The Woodlands area once lined the freeway frontage of 1-45 but have 
subsequently been converted, such as the new construction of The Woodlands Gateway three-story o�  ce building (pictured 
below). A question of economics: “Is it the highest and best use for the site?”

Accessibility is another factor. Houston was founded along Bu� alo Bayou as a primary source of transportation. Rail and the 
interstate freeway systems give value to otherwise barren tracts of land. Changes such as road widening, on/o�  ramps, and 
fl yovers, impact a commercial site. The anticipated Grand Parkway will increase accessibility and a� ect for a wide array of 
properties.

New jobs promote redevelopment. The new 385-acre ExxonMobil campus, which will add 15,000 jobs, spurred the Springwood 
Village project. Such corporate o�  ces create a need for related services which include o�  ce and industrial space for related 
vendors, retail requirements, and housing needs for families. 

What may have once been a sleepy single-family dwelling along an old two-lane road may be the site of tomorrow’s o�  ce 
tower, retail power center, or industrial development. Don’t blink . . .  you may miss the “changing landscape.”

For all your commercial real estate needs, The J. Beard Real Estate Company is here to point you in the right 
direction. Please contact our team of qualifi ed professionals at 281-367-2220 or visit our website at 
www.jbeardcompany.com to view our current listings.

Je�  Beard, CCIM
President

INSIGHT.
LEADERSHIP.
EXPERTISE.

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

Karyn Jackson Stephens

Commercial Real 
Estate Leaders

LANDLORD & TENANT 
REPRESENTATION

SITE ACQUISITION

SALES & LEASING

REAL ESTATE CONSULTING

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

26865 I-45, The Woodlands, TX 77380
• New construction completed in 2013, ready for build-out
• Direct access to Interstate 45 and the Hardy Toll Road
• Great location in The Woodlands submarket with excellent freeway visibility 
• Three-story offi ce building with approximately 23,000 SFTHE WOODLANDS GATEWAY 

FOR LEASE

P A I D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

The J. Beard Real Estate Company

The Woodlands Gateway
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Harris County sets 2014–15 budget
By Marie Leonard 

Harris County Commissioners Court 
adopted the new fiscal year budget with a 
general fund of approximately $1.8 billion 
Feb. 11.

In the last 13 years, Harris County 
has increased by 1 million residents, 75 
percent of whom live in unincorporated 
parts of the county, chief budget officer 
Bill Jackson said. 

“Along with that growth is a lot of 
industry and commerce, and we are very 
strong as far as the economy goes,” he 
said. “The energy business is making it 
thrive. Far north Harris County where 
ExxonMobil is building its new head-
quarters is [one] area where there is a lot 
of commerce going on right now.

“In preparing the budget, the chal-
lenge is not to allocate budgets based 
on the past, but to anticipate the future 
and working to make sure we don’t stifle 
growth and the economy.”

One of the top priorities for the county 
this year is becoming less dependent on 
short-term borrowing, or money used 
to make purchases, until property taxes 
come in at the end of the fiscal year. 

“If we continue on this track and make 
it a priority, in a few years we may be able 
to eliminate short-term borrowing,” Jack-
son said. “It will give us the ability to reset 

our fiscal year back to the September time 
frame, which will make the county 
run smoother.” 

The proposed budget allows 
for borrowing in the new fiscal 
year to come in at $225 million, 
which is down from $450 mil-
lion in 2012 and $375 million 
in 2013. 

Another priority for county 
officials involves investing in 
human capital, and the new 
budget allocated funding for 
each department that can be 
used for salary increases. 

“The problem with the economy 
in Houston right now is that it’s 
getting competitive,” Jackson said. “We 
need to make sure we look at these sala-
ries so institutional knowledge does not 
flow out of the county so we can retain 
employees and recruit new individuals.” 

Members of Commissioners Court 
received an 11 percent raise with the 
approval of the budget—their first raise 
since 2008. Court members’ salaries 
increased from $149,568 to $165,900 
annually. Additionally, the county 
is studying minor workplace facility 
improvements and parking issues. 

“For a lot of our employees, their office 
is their car, so we are working on ways 

COuNTy

Budget policy issue highlights
• The county’s capital improvements plan will 

be presented June 24.

• Mid-year budget review will be sept. 23 and 
will include proposed property tax rates up 
for approval in october.

• The rates for contract patrol services will 
increase by 5 percent beginning March 2015.

• Roll over budget adjustments for depart-
ments will be presented to court for approval 
in May.

Harris County 2014-15 general fund

7.5%
Infrastructure and systems: $141,049,000

5%
County services: 90,900,000

4%
Fiscal services and purchasing: $71,117,156

34%
Commissioners court and general admin: $628,015,307

30%
Law enforcement: $557,217,000

20%
Administration of Justice: $379,002,000

source: harris County

to make sure that we have cars that are 
comfortable and don’t have high mile-
age,” Jackson said. “We are also looking at 
more fuel-efficient cars.” 

Ultimately, the county’s finances are in 
good shape, Jackson said. 

“If we have a hurricane or disaster or 
the economy goes downhill, we are well 
prepared to weather that storm finan-
cially,” he said. 

$1,867,300,463

Prices and availablity are subject to change without notice. 3/14 

A premier master-planned community by The Johnson  

Development Corp., Harmony offers everything for today’s  

active families: beautiful homes from award-winning  

builders, a new aquatics complex with resort-style pool,  

shady parks and playgrounds, outstanding schools and a  

full-time Lifestyle Director. Plus, the community is just minutes  

from world-class shopping, dining and entertainment.  

This is Where it All Comes Together...
Living in Harmony. 

New Homes from the $200s-$500s

Our family of builders: Ashton Woods · Darling Homes · First Texas 
Highland Homes · Perry Homes · Village Builders · Westin Homes

H A R M O N Y - T X . C O M
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H-GAC completes public input phase 
of The Woodlands transit plan
By Kelli Ainsworth 

The Woodlands Township Board of 
Directors and the Houston-Galveston 
Area Council have completed the public 
outreach phase of The Woodlands Transit 
Plan study. The input obtained will be used 
to develop recommendations and alterna-
tives for transit improvements. 

Throughout January, more than 10 focus 
groups, with a combined total of more 
than 70 individuals, gave their feedback 
on the state of transit in and around The 
Woodlands and what changes they felt 
were necessary. Focus group participants 
included seniors, members of the Village 
Associations, developers, transit providers 
and cyclist groups. Additional feedback 
was obtained from an online survey, which 
was taken by more than 750 people.

Township Director Mike Bass, a member 
of the board’s Transportation Ad Hoc 
Committee, said the study addresses one 
of the most pressing issues the area will be 
grappling with in the coming years. 

“I think the biggest thing that we’re 
trying to deal with within The Woodlands 
is that with growth comes congestion and 
the need to improve mobility,” Bass said. 

Charlene Mullins, H-GAC project 

manager, presented the findings from the 
focus groups at the Feb. 20 meeting to the 
township board. Consistent themes that 
came up in the focus group comments 
were concerns about how ExxonMobil and 
Springwoods Village would affect area 
traffic and mobility as well as providing 
more weekday transit options.

Bass said he was not surprised by 
feedback they received, especially pertain-
ing to the trolley service. Focus group 
members indicated residents primarily 
view the trolley as a tourist attraction 
rather than a transit option. This is, in 
part, because the time between trains is 
too long to be convenient for residents to 
use as a daily mode of transit. 

“People aren’t going to use it unless they 
don’t have to wait any longer than 5 to 7 
minutes,” Bass said.

Although commuters often use The 
Woodlands Express park and rides, focus 
group members said these services would 
be more useful and convenient if they ran 
more frequently throughout the day, Mul-
lins said at the meeting. There are numer-
ous departures at peak commute times 
in the morning and evening, but few in 
between, with services stopping at 7 p.m. 
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Public comment for The Woodlands transit plan revealed a desire by users for the park and ride system to 
run throughout the day.

Springwoods and ExxonMobil fre-
quently came up as points of concern, 
Mullins said. Both of these developments 
are expected to bring thousands of new 
residents and workers to the area over the 
next few years.

“The traffic’s pretty congested right now. 
What’s going to happen in five years when 
all those developments are complete?” 
Mullins said. “How’s that going to affect 
the Town Center and circulation within 
and around The Woodlands?”

The next step is to make recommenda-
tions for specific transit improvements 

based on the public feedback from the 
focus group and survey. Mullins said she 
hopes to present recommendations to the 
board by mid-May.

Until specific recommendations are 
made, the plan’s cost is not yet known. 
Discussions on how to raise the required 
money will take pace at a later date.

“I think it’s important over the next 
few years, if we want to try to reduce 
congestion and improve mobility, that 
we put a plan in place with effective solu-
tions and figure out how we’re going to 
fund it,” Bass said.

LET TEAM EVOLVE MOVE YOU

RE/MAX Evolve is Now Open 
Inventory is low & the market 
is HOT! Call us today if you 
are thinking about selling.

MICHAEL D. GONZALEZ

2055 1-45 N Suite E | Spring, Texas 77388 | 281-907-6339 | michaelgonzalez21@gmail.com | www.MyAgent21.com
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Annual Economic Outlook Conference 
emphasizes development, energy 
growth in The Woodlands area 
By Matt Stephens 

With Anadarko’s second tower com-
pleted, energy companies such as Exxon 
Mobil quickly moving into Hughes 
Landing and the expansion of other oil 
and gas corporations around Town Cen-
ter, the energy sector is at the forefront of 

much of the growth in The Woodlands. 
The energy industry in The Woodlands 

was the focal point of the 28th Annual 
Economic Outlook Conference on Feb. 14, 
hosted by The Woodlands Area Chamber 
of Commerce. Chamber President Karen 
Hoylman said the event—which saw a 
record 600-plus attendees—was specifi-
cally geared toward the energy sector, a 
growing industry in The Woodlands area. 

“This is a relatively new industry as a 
whole for us,” Hoylman said. “We’ve had 
Anadarko here, but with ExxonMobil 
coming and all the companies coming 
here, [energy] is going to be a big, big 
employer [in The Woodlands area]..”

Gil Staley, CEO of The Woodlands Area 
Economic Development Partnership, said 
the energy industry made up more than 
32 percent of all the employees in The 
Woodlands area in 2013 that worked for 
a non-retail employer with at least 100 
employees. 

The number of employees in the 
energy sector grew throughout the year 
as new businesses were added and others 
expanded, Staley said. 

 “Plus, just having the ability to say 
you’ve got ExxonMobil in your home is 
a remarkable story,” Staley said. “[When] 
we go out and recruit, we proudly say 
who our tenants are.”

Growth was not just seen in the energy 
sector, Staley said, with Texas Children’s 
Hospital announcing its plans to open 
a hospital in The Woodlands. He said 
major non-retail employers have added 
more than 5,000 jobs to the community 
throughout the last five years, and the 
EDP saw 100 percent more requests for 
proposals in 2013 than in 2012, which 
had been a record year. 

Frank La Rosa, senior vice president 
for Layne Christensen, praised the sales 
job by The Woodlands Development 
Company, citing the community’s gov-
ernment, quality of life and real estate 
as factors why the company relocated its 
headquarters to Hughes Landing in 2013. 

“We’ve very glad to be here and I’m 
enjoying every bit of it,” La Rosa said. 
“I am so impressed with how Howard 
Hughes [completed] our building by 
September. We really appreciate the 
hospitality.”

Woody Pace, president of Talisman 
Energy Services, said the Canadian-
based company runs much of its opera-
tions for the Eagle Ford shale basin out 
of The Woodlands. Pace said one of the 
company’s biggest challenges is provid-
ing the workers and craftsmen necessary 
for the industry, and The Woodlands can 
help attract new employees. 

“Being located here in The Woodlands 
is a huge tool to attract the talent we 
need,” Pace said. “It’s a great place to live 
and work.”
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The 385-acre exxonMobil campus under construction in spring will include more than 20 
buildings and house more than 10,000 employees. 

ExxonMobil campus construction continues 

Employee relocation to the 
ExxonMobil campus south of 
The Woodlands could begin later 
this month as construction nears 
completion at the end of 2015. 

Leslie Hushka, communications 
manager for the ExxonMobil campus in 
Spring, said the facility was announced 
three years ago and is planned to 
accommodate 10,000 employees from 
upstream, downstream and chemical 
operations in one facility. 

“All of the buildings are out of the 
ground,” Hushka said. “They’ve been 
topped out. All the parking garages are 
completed. In fact, we begin the move 
in of the first [employees] in late March, 
early April.”

The 20-plus buildings on 
the ExxonMobil will include a 
100,000-square-foot wellness center, 
a 17,000-square-foot child care center, 
a laboratory, and the Energy Center, a 
glass cube that stands 85 feet tall and 
serves as a gateway to the campus. 
Hushka said the Energy Center will 
house a training center and meeting 
space. 

She said the campus will house three 
large parking garages, on-site dining 

options and amenities, and plenty of 
informal, collaborative areas. 

Among the technologies featured 
at the campus include a laboratory to 
study hydrocarbon system rock and 
fluid properties, drilling processes, 
construction materials, and oil and 
gas treating methods, according to 
ExxonMobil.

The buildings on the campus are 
designed to minimize water use and use 
natural lighting to conserve energy.

Hushka said the campus will see 
between 700 and 1,000 visitors per day.

The campus will be 40 percent more 
efficient than the average Houston office 
space, Hushka said, as it will harvest 
daylight and rainwater. 

ExxonMobil has plans to expand 
the species of trees on-site from 20 to 
90 species through its reforestation 
program, which has already begun, she 
said. 

“We are building this campus with 
a focus on the environment, not only 
during the construction phase, but 
for the longterm sustainability of the 
facility,” Hushka said. 

The campus will also feature on-site 
dining  and retail services. 

“Just having 
the ability to 
say you’ve 
got Exxon-
Mobil in your 

home is a remarkable 
story.”

—Gil staley, Ceo, The Woodlands area edp

REPAIRS  • MAINTENANCE • INSTALLATIONS

281-651-5484

BradburyBrothers.com

“We Take Care of Your Air”
$50 OFF

REPAIRS
OF $200 OR MORE

BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC
WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH 

ANY OTHER OFFERS OR SPECIALS. COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER. 
EXPIRES 04-13-14

$59.00
TUNE-UP

(REG. $89)
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC

WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH 
ANY OTHER OFFERS OR SPECIALS. COMMUNITY 

IMPACT NEWSPAPER. 
EXPIRES 04-13-14

YOUR AIR CONDITIONING 
AND HEATING SPECIALISTS
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Whole Foods was named as the anchor grocery tenant in November for the 
Hughes Landing development. The store will feature parking on the top level.
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Township chairman Bruce Tough moderates a forum that includes Wood Pace of 
Talisman, Ramon Hernan of Repsol and Frank LaRosa of Layne Christensen.

Alex Sutton and Tim Welbes - Co-presidents, The Woodlands Development Company

Alex Sutton and Tim Welbes, 
co-presidents of The Woodlands 
Development Company, have 
been recent mainstays at The 
Woodlands Area Chamber of 
Commerce’s annual Economic 
Outlook Conference.

Sutton spoke about the latest 
development projects in the 
Village of Creekside Park, Town 
Center and Hughes Landing. 

Sutton said The Woodlands’ 
Class A office space vacancy 
rate is about 4.6 percent, about 
2 to 3 percent higher than in 
recent years.

“The reason for that is we’ve 
brought on a lot of new office 
buildings,” he said.

The Woodlands has about 

2,100 single-family lots left 
to build and about 900 acres 
of commercial development 
remaining, Sutton said.

A portion of the commercial 
development is occurring in 
Hughes Landing, the 66-acre 
mixed-use development on 
the northeast shore of Lake 
Woodlands. Sutton said the 
Development Company has 
either reached or is nearing 
agreements with several 
establishments for its Restaurant 
Row, including Escalante’s, 
Whiskey Cake, Local Pour 
and California Pizza Kitchen. 
Plans are also underway for 
what Sutton described as an 
entertainment venue.

Welbes discussed trends in 
home sales, including reasons 
for the current strong seller’s 
market in the Houston area. 

“What we have witnessed 
in the last 18 months is 
unprecedented,” he said. 

Welbes said that in 2009 
demand for homes far outpaced 
the supply over the past several 
years, including in 2013, when 
home builders constructed 
23,500 homes, but there was a 
demand for 70,000. 

“For The Woodlands supply, 
there is not one month’s supply 
on anything under $300,000,” 
he said. “People ask, ‘Are you 
finished?’ No, we’re not. We have 
several thousand more to go.”

Gil Staley-CeO, The Woodlands Area economic Development Partnership

Gil Staley, CEO of The Woodlands 
Area Economic Development 
Partnership, discussed the demand his 
organization is seeing from corporate 
businesses interested in relocating to The 
Woodlands.

“Formal requests increased by 100 
percent in 2013 over 2012, which was a 
record year,” he said. “Now we have had 

two Fortune 250 [companies] that have 
asked for proposals.”

Staley said companies that have 
relocated their headquarters to The 
Woodlands in recent years have brought 
thousands of new jobs to the community, 
including 1,850 employees from 
companies such as Layne Christensen, 
Waste Connections and Nexeo Solutions. 

Companies that have expanded recently, 
such as Anadarko, Strike LLC, Repsol 
and CB&I, have added an additional 
1,400 jobs, Staley said.

“These are very well, high paying jobs,” 
he said. “Our niche market is corporate 
headquarters.”

Staley said throughout the past five 
years, The Woodlands labor market has 

grown by more than 5,000 jobs.
According to the EDP, The Woodlands 

has among the least available Class A 
office space. With only 4 percent office 
vacancy, only the I-10 area has less 
available at 1.6 percent.

“That number will change as we 
get more of that Class A office space 
completed,” Staley said. 

Discussion Panel - Woody Pace, vice president of exploration, Talisman energy; Ramon Hernan, executive vice president, Repsol; 
Frank LaRosa, senior vice president, Layne Christensen

A discussion panel, lead 
by Woodlands Township 
chairman Bruce Tough, 
focused on why companies 
decided to relocate to 
The Woodlands as well 
as challenges they see in 
the coming years as their 
businesses continue to grow.

A primary reason cited by 
those on the panel for their 
move to the area was because 
of trends in shale mining and 
the Eagle Ford basin.

“We needed to be here,” 

Woody Pace said. “About three 
or four years ago we purchased 
some smaller companies that 
were operating in Eagle Ford, 
and when we made those 
acquisitions, there was a group 
of employees that were based in 
The Woodlands.”

LaRosa said among the 
reasons Layne Christensen 
chose The Woodlands was 
its proximity to Houston 
Intercontinental Airport, its 
strong labor and real estate 
markets, and its low business 

costs.
Each of the panel members 

said one of the biggest 
challenges they face is hiring 
qualified workers.

“For an energy company like 
Talisman, one of our biggest 
challenges has been the people 
challenge,” Pace said. “We 
desperately need geoscientists, 
engineers and not only new 
graduates, but we’re trying to 
find experienced folks. There 
is a war on talent, and we’re all 
competing with each other.”

Festival of Wine, Music and Food Yelba Performing { March 15 }

Festival of Wine, Music and Food Ezra Charles Performing { March 22 }

Festival of Wine, Music and Food Fab 5 Performing { March 29 }

Festival of Wine, Music and Food Vine King Performing { April 5th }

Festival of Wine, Music and Food Step Rideau Perfoming { April 12th }

Festival of Wine, Music and Food Hamilton Louis Perfoming { April 12th }

Festival of Wine, Music and Food Nobody’s Fool Perfoming { April 26th }

UPCOMING EVENTS

Wild Stallion VineyardsW ld S ll V d
281-803-WINE(9463)

www.wildstallionvineyards.com

Wild Stallion Vineyards
281-803-WINE(9463)

www.wildstallionvineyards.com
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SJRA looks to avoid conflicts with upcoming triathlons and pipeline projects
By Brian Walzel 

With pipeline installation 
along Research Forest Drive 
nearly complete, the San Jacinto 
River is hoping to complete con-
struction along Grogan’s Mill 
Road by the end of the spring. 

Eastbound lanes on Grogan’s 
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Mill Road between Research 
Forest Drive and South Mill-
bend Drive are closed, except 
at major intersections, as crews 
work to install more pipeline 
and reinstall roadway. 

“By mid-May we’re out of 
there all together, that portion 

of Grogan’s Mill is done,” said 
Mark Smith, administrator for 
the SJRA’s Groundwater Reduc-
tion Plan.

Smith said the 1-mile portion 
of Grogan’s Mill Road between 
Woodlands Parkway and South 
Millbend Drive was initially 

Mill Road currently under con-
struction, the SJRA will turn 
its attention in June to a 1-mile 
section of Research Forest Drive 
between Greenbridge Drive 
and West Trillium Circle, and a 
1-mile section of Grogan’s Mill 
Road south of South Millbend 
Drive.

Smith said the SJRA has 
delayed pipeline installation of 
those portions while school has 
been in session. The Woodlands 
High School is on the portion of 
Research Forest Drive that will 

see road construction, while 
a Conroe ISD bus barn is on 
Grogan’s Mill Road near the 
upcoming construction site.

Smith said both of those proj-
ects will be completed over the 
summer and finished in time 
before the fall 2014 school year 
begins.

The Lone Star Groundwater 
Conservation District has man-
dated that by Jan. 1, 2016, all of 
the water users in its territory 
must reduce their reliance on 
groundwater by 30 percent.

To meet the requirement, the 
SJRA is building a water treat-
ment facility at Lake Conroe 
and installing pipeline through-
out south Montgomery County. 
The pipeline will distribute sur-
face water from Lake Conroe.

scheduled to re-open in March, 
but it will more likely be some-
time in April.

“The wet weather and cold 
weather has slowed [the con-
tractor’s] progress,” Smith said.

The portion of Grogan’s Mill 
Road between Research Forest 
Drive and Woodlands Parkway 
will likely be completed by early 
to mid-May, Smith said. 

Road construction on Gro-
gan’s Mill Road would likely 
conflict with the CB&I Triath-
lon and possibly the IronMan 
Texas event. The CB&I Triath-
lon is scheduled for May 3 and 
will have 1,300 athletes taking 
part in an event that includes a 
5K run and a 15-mile bike ride 
through The Woodlands.

IronMan Texas is scheduled 
for May 17 and typically brings 
2,100 athletes and more than 
18,000 visitors to The Wood-
lands. The event features a 112-
mile bike ride and a 26.2-mile 
run through The Woodlands. 

Both the CB&I and IronMan 
Texas triathlons have in the past 
routed a portion of their courses 
along Grogan’s Mill Road. 

SJRA spokeswoman Ronda 
Trow said the SJRA has met 
with coordinators with the 
CB&I and IronMan to address 
any potential problems with 
their courses.

“Through some coordination, 
they have picked routes that 
don’t really conflict with our 
project,” Trow said.

Smith said construction along 
Grogan’s Mill Road would likely 
not be complete before the 
CB&I Triathlon, but it could be 
finished by May 17 when the 
IronMan Texas triathlon is held.

Once work is complete along 
the two sections of Grogan’s 

SAN JACINTO RIVER AUTHORITY
GROUNDWATER REDUCTION PLANUPDATE

“Through some 
coordination, 
they have picked 
routes that don’t 
really conflict 
with our project”

—Ronda Trow, sJRa spokeswoman

The san Jacinto River authority is installing pipeline 
along Grogan’s Mill Road this spring, and is working to 
complete the segment by the middle of May.

SEGMENT 1
Two southbound lanes 
closed for construction. 
Est. opening: May
southbound traffic  
diverted to one  
northbound lane. Major 
intersections remain open

SEGMENT 2
underground tunneling for 
pipeline installation

SEGMENT 4
Construction from June to august

SEGMENT 3
pipeline installed;  
pavement re-construction 
underway

facebook.com/mainstreamboutiquethewoodlandstx | 3091 College Park Drive, Ste. 193 | 936.231.8609

20% off
One Item

Good for regular priced items only. 
Cannot be combined with other offers. 

Expires 4/13/2014

Unique, affordable 
fashions for women 

of all ages

source: sJRa
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Our Agents are uniquely 
certified and trained to 
assist in relocating you or 
your loved ones.

If you are thinking about selling,

       now is the right time! Call us today!

We can help you sell your home...You’re in great hands with our family!

Call us today to sell your home…
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CITy & TOWNSHIP
News from Oak Ridge North, Shenandoah and The Woodlands Compiled by Matt Stephens, Brian Walzel 

Oak Ridge North delays pipeline construction 

Township opts to pursue plans to purchase new park and ride buses

Shenandoah plans 92-home neighborhood
OAk RIDGE NORTh The city of Oak 
Ridge North and the San Jacinto River 
Authority have agreed to delay the start 
of construction of pipeline in to the city 
that would allow Oak Ridge North to 
receive surface water from Lake Con-
roe as part of the SJRA’s Groundwater 
Reduction Plan. 

City Manager Vicky Rudy said the 
initial plan was to install a pipeline from 
the South Montgomery County MUD 
water plant on Maplewood Drive and 
west on Robinson Road to the city’s water 
plant. However, the city is working on a 
concurrent project, which has caused the 
city and SJRA to reconsider the route. 

Rudy said a decision would likely be 
made in May. 

“We’re assessing the necessity and 
whether the location of surface water in 
Oak Ridge North would best be there,” 
she said. 

Rudy said the pipeline was going to 

be installed at the same time as a storm 
water project on Maplewood Drive. 
The project would have helped mitigate 
development on I-45, but recent discus-
sion regarding the project led the city to 
decide it was inefficient. The City Council 
opted for the purchase of a tract of land 
for a possible retention pond instead. 

“That triggered the assessment of the 
project because we changed what we were 
doing and [the SJRA] had to evaluate 
what they were doing,” Rudy said.

The city still plans to receive about 
300,000 gallons of surface water from the 
pipeline in the future to supplement the 
city’s groundwater use, but both the city 
and SJRA are re-evaluating their options 
to determine the best route for the pipe-
line, Rudy said. 

The 300,000 gallons is a small portion 
of the 30 million gallons the pipeline can 
pump throughout Montgomery County 
in a single day, Rudy said. 

ThE WOODlANDS The Woodlands 
Township will make an application to the 
Houston-Galveston Area Council to pur-
chase as many as 32 new buses for its park 
and ride program. If selected, the town-
ship will be responsible for paying for 20 
percent of the cost of however many buses 
are available for purchase. The remaining 
80 percent of the cost will be paid through 
Federal Transportation Administration 
money.

The township is considering purchas-
ing and owning at least some buses for its 
park and ride program. Township General 
Manager Don Norrell said the cost to the 
township for the program is about $208 
per hour per bus. That cost is paid for 
by user fees. That cost would decrease to 
about $162 per hour per bus the township 
owns, Norrell said.

Norrell said the total cost of a new bus is 
about $550,000, while the township’s cost, 

under the 20 percent local match model, 
would be about $110,000.

Township director Mike Bass said it 
was unlikely they would be approved for 
all 32 because other agencies were also 
making an application. The Woodlands 
Express park and ride service makes about 
190,000 trips per year and services about 
1,600 people living both in and out of 
The Woodlands, township transportation 
director Chris LaRue said.

ShENANDOAh The Shenandoah City 
Council has approved a zoning amend-
ment for a 92-home residential develop-
ment in Shenandoah, which is expected 
to be the highest density single-family 
development in the city’s history. 

Boulevard Green will be on 12 acres 
north of Vision Park Boulevard at the 
intersection of Vision Park and Pine 
Forest Drive, a roadway that does not yet 
exist, City Administrator Greg Smith 
said. The Pelican Builders development 
will feature 92 homes. 

“Pelican has been looking in this area 
for a while,” Smith said. “They’ve been on 
the fast track to get this project moving.”

Smith said the city is working through 
the plans now, and construction could 
begin on the project in the next few 
weeks. Although there is no price 
point set for the project, Byron Bev-
ers, Shenandoah Public Works direc-
tor, said the development would feature 

some two-story homes. Although the 
City Council was concerned at the Feb. 
14 meeting about possible three-story 
homes, Bevers said some homes would 
offer an attic, but they  would remain 
under the 45-foot maximum height 
allowed by zoning. 

A zoning amendment was required for 
the site, which is within an area zoned 
primarily for urban and multifamily 
development, Bevers said. Smith said the 
lots would be the densest within the city, 
with about 6 to 8 feet between houses. 
Other residential communities under 
construction, such as Lily and Marion, 
have at least 8 feet between homes. 

The woodlands Township
2801 Technology forest blvd.
281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

March 20, 9 a.m.; March 26, 6 p.m.

city of oak ridge north
Williams Memorial Council Chambers
27424 Robinson Road
281-292-4648
www.oakridgenorth.com

March 24, 7 p.m.

city of shenandoah
shenandoah Municipal Complex
29955 i-45 n.
281-298-5522
www.shenandoahtx.com

March 26, 7 p.m.

Tweetings
for instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter 
@impactnews_wdl

TweetingsMeetings

The Woodlands Township is making an application 
to purchase as many as 32 buses for its park and 
ride program under a federal grant program.

THE WOODLANDS PARk & RIDE

Neither the cost of the buses nor the operation of the 
park and ride system is paid for by township taxes. 
The costs are funded through user fees and grants.

• Total cost of a new bus is $550,000
• Under the program, the township would pay 

$110,000
• Park and ride buses have an average lifespan of 

about 10–15 years
• Under the proposed financial model, it would 

take the township about 3.7 years to pay back 
the cost of a bus
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Keough defeats 
Tough in District 
15 state rep race

Harmon, Riley headed to runoff in Montgomery County commissioner’s race

Bosma, Doyal headed for runoff in 
Montgomery County judge race

By Matt Stephens
South Montgomery County and the rest 

of District 15 will have a new state repre-
sentative in 2015 as Mark Keough defeated 
Bruce Tough in the March 4 Republican 
Primary. Keough will run unopposed in 
the November general election since there 
are no Democratic candidates.

According to unofficial results, Keough 
received 57.4 percent of the vote, or 8,288 
votes, compared to Tough, who earned 
42.6 percent, or 6,154 votes. 

No Democratic candidates filed for 
the position.

“I give all the credit to the Lord,” 
Keough said. “I’m just so excited to get 
started.”

Tough said he was disappointed by 
the results of the election, but he said he 
will continue to serve the community as 
chairman of the The Woodlands Town-
ship board of directors.

“I’m disappointed,” Tough said. “I 
worked really hard, and I’m more disap-
pointed for all my friends and neighbors 
who worked so hard on my campaign. 
We had a large, broad base of commu-
nity support. I really wanted to do this 
and worked, so worked and this is hard 
on my team.” 

Tough said he remains excited for the 

By David Pollan
Rob Harmon will face off 

against Charlie Riley in a runoff 
election for the Republican 
nomination for Montgomery 
County Precinct 2 commissioner 
on May 27, according to unof-
ficial results

Harmon tallied 43.48 percent 

of the vote to Riley’s 39.95 
percent. Ricky Rickett, the third 
candidate vying for the nomina-
tion, finished with 16.57 percent 
of the vote. Candidates must 
receive at least 50 percent of the 
vote to win an election. 

All results are unofficial until 
canvassed.

“We certainly didn’t want to be 
in a runoff after the primary, but 
that’s where we are and we will 
gear up and come out on top,” 
Riley said. “Our goal was to win 
this race, and we are going to run 
hard and make it to the end.”

Harmon was unavailable for 
comment as of press time.

The winner will replace Craig 
Doyal as Montgomery County 
Precinct 2 Commissioner, who 
has served in that capacity for 12 
years and is seeking the Republi-
can nomination for Montgomery 
County judge. 

The winner, who will serve 
a four-year term, will run 

unopposed in the November 
general election as there is no 
challenger from the Democratic 
Party.

The runoff will be held May 27, 
with polls open from 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Early voting will be held 
May 19 to May 23 from 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m. each day.

By David Pollan
On May 27 Mark Bosma will face Craig 

Doyal in a runoff election for the Republi-
can nomination for Montgomery County 
judge, according to unofficial results. 

After the March 4 primary election, 
Bosma received 43.64 percent of the 
vote to Doyal’s 43.39 percent with all 89 
precincts reporting. Doris Golemon, the 
third candidate vying for the nomina-
tion, received 12.97 percent of the vote. 
All results are unofficial until canvassed.

Doyal said he was not surprised by the 
race going to a runoff with three candi-
dates seeking the nomination.

“We hoped to have won the race with-
out a runoff, but it’s not surprising in a 
three-person race,” Doyal said. “We are 

ElECTIONS

future of the community. 
“We’re in a great community, we’re 

in the greatest community in the 
greatest county in the greatest state in 
the world,” he said. “I hope to continue 
to work hard on the township and 
provide great services to our residents 
and business.

Rep. Steve Toth, R-The Woodlands, 
opted not to run for re-election for 
the position, which he has held since 
elected in 2012. Toth is running in the 
special election to replace former State 
Senator Tommy Williams for his seat 
on Senate District 4.

Keough is the founder of Mark 
Keough Ministries, which includes 
Pathfinders Fellowship in The Wood-
lands. He has 26 years of experience 
working in the automotive industry, 
serving most recently as the general 
sales manager of Northside Lexus for 
almost 14 years.

in a good spot; we are going to gear up 
and get ready to go win the runoff.”

Bosma said he was pleased with the 
results of the primary election and that 
he is looking forward to the runoff elec-
tion against Doyal.

“I am very fortunate and blessed to be 
in the position I am in after the primary,” 
Bosma said. “We will move forward from 
here and prepare for the runoff.”

The winner of the race will replace 
Alan Sadler as Montgomery County 
judge, who has served in that capacity 
since 1990 and did not seek re-election. 
The winner, who will serve a four-year 
term, will run unopposed in the Novem-
ber general election as there is no chal-
lenger from the Democratic Party.
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TheWoodlands-Spring.com

TTThhee WWoooddllands && SSpprriinngThe Woodlands & Spring

Call (281)367-7770 #1 Top Producing Offi ce in Texas

For all the things 
that move you.
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27718 I-45 N.
Oak Ridge North
Oak Ridge North Shopping Center, Plaza “B” 
next to AAA Travel, look for Pappas BBQ

281-419-8882

Sunday: 12–6pm
Monday: Closed

Tuesday–Thursday: 12–7pm
Friday: Closed

Saturday: 12–7pm

www.glaquatics.com

Lake 
Woodlands Dr.

Woodlands
Pkwy.

• Custom Aquariums
• Acrylic Fabrication 
• Quality Saltwater Fish Sales
• Quality Live Coral Sales 
• Aquarium Set-Up and Installation 
• Aquarium Maintenance 
• Custom Orders

LOWEST 
HOME
RATES

GUARANTEED  
OR WE’LL  
GIVE YOU $250!

FRANK NOLIN
Mortgage Loan Officer
NMLS# 287830

We are proud to serve the Woodlands area with  
our award-winning service, expert mortgage advice 
and guaranteed low rates. 

At TDECU Mortgage, we not only provide great loan 
rates, but also a wide range of mortgage options to 
choose from to fit your needs. 

Our mortgage rates are the best around; we  
guarantee it! If we can’t meet or beat any local  
competitor’s rate on the purchase or refinance of  
your primary residence, we’ll happily give you  
$250 after closing! 

 APPLY TODAY!

The Woodlands Branch  
2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 200

The Woodlands, TX 77380

TDECU.org/mortgage | 800.839.1154 x4614

Credit approval required. Visit TDECU.org/mortgage for complete program requirements. Federally insured by NCUA. I-P-0314-014

www.AmericasFamilyDental.com

Our
Emphasis

is on
Family

•	 All	Forms	of	General		
&	Cosmetic	Dentistry

•	 Same	Day	Emergency		
Appointments

•	 Sedation	Dentistry
•	 Nitrous	Oxide
•	 Invisalign

•	 Implants
•	 Lumineers
•	 Same	Day	Crowns

Two Convenient Locations to Serve You – Call Now!

New PATieNT SPeCiAL!

(or)
Free  

exAm  
Includes	consultation,		

exam	&	necessary	x-rays		
A savings of $199.

Good	for	30	days.

Free TeeTh  
whiTeNiNg  

After	paid	cleaning,	exam		
&	x-rays	at	normal	fee	
A savings of $399.

Good	for	30	days.

New Patients & walk-ins  
Are Always welcome!

8 Lumineers 
for $5,695!

regular price is $9,253.
Available	to	the	first	7	patients	who

contact	us	from	this	ad.
Good	for	30	days.

Tomball
616	West	Main	Street

281.290.8000
www.TomballLumineers.com

Spring
1100	Rayford	Road,	Suite	100

281.602.8843
www.WoodlandsLumineers.com
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UH announces MBA plan for 
LSC University Center

Carpenter plans to retire as 
LSCS chancellor this summer

By Brian Walzel
The University of Houston 

announced Feb. 27 it would 
bring its acclaimed Bauer Col-
lege of Business to Lone Star 
College University Center in 
the fall. The program will be 
the only one at LSC University 
Center to offer an executive 
MBA program.

Latha Ramchand, dean and 
professor of finance at the 
Bauer College said many of 
the program’s classes would be 
geared toward energy and oil 
and gas. 

“In many ways I think the 
story of this century is going 
to be the story of energy,” she 
said. “That story is being writ-
ten in a significant way in The 
Woodlands.”

Ramchand said the move to 
The Woodlands campus was 
specifically in response to the 
growing number of energy-
related jobs in The Woodlands 
area, including new campuses 
for ExxonMobil and Anadarko. 

By Matt Stephens 
Lone Star College System 

Chancellor Richard Carpenter 
announced Feb. 7 his plans to 
retire from the position this 
summer, citing health concerns 
and personal family needs as 
reasons for his retirement. 

“I want you to know that these 
seven years with Lone Star have 
been unequivocally the pinnacle 
of my career,” Carpenter wrote 
in a statement released to LSCS 
employees. 

Carpenter said he plans to 
continue his activities as a 
consultant but with more control 
over his own schedule. 

David Holsey, chairman of 
the LSCS board of trustees, 
said student enrollment nearly 
doubled while administrative 
costs were significantly lowered 
during Carpenter’s tenure. He 
said more emphasis was placed 
on the quality of instruction and 
innovation of programs over the 
last seven years. 

“I speak for the board when I 

EDuCATION brIEfS

Among the four masters pro-
grams to be offered at the Bauer 
College will be global energy 
management.

“You would not believe the 
number of requests we have 
for this program in the dean’s 
office,” she said.

Other degree programs will 
include supply chain man-
agement and infrastructure 
system.

Ramchand said many of the 
instructors for the executive 
MBA program UH will bring 
to the LSC-University Center 
campus will be former energy 
and oil and gas executives 
themselves.

“These are the best of the best 
who teach in this particular 
program,” she said.

The Bauer College of Busi-
ness was ranked sixth among 
the 10 most popular business 
schools in the country by U.S. 
News and World Report in 
2013. The college has 5,700 stu-
dents enrolled in its programs. 

say we’re sad to see Dr. Carpen-
ter leave. We’re grateful for his 
hard work, his diligence and the 
success of the college under his 
leadership,” Holsey said. 

The LSCS board has appointed 
a search committee to begin 
searching for a new chancellor. 

Carpenter joined the LSCS in 
August 2007. During his time 
with the college system, credit 
enrollment grew by 30,000 
students, and the system added 
more than 2 million square feet 
of academic space, becoming 
the largest institution of higher 
education in the Houston area. 

“At the end of this academic 
year I will mark my 40th year 
in the education profession, 32 
as either a college president or 
system CEO,” Carpenter said in 
his message. 

He was named president at 
Somerset Community College in 
Kentucky at age 29, the youngest 
college president in the nation at 
the time. He later served as presi-
dent and CEO of the Wisconsin 

C
o

ur
te

sy
 l

o
ne

 s
ta

r 
C

o
lle

g
e 

s
ys

te
m

Lone Star College chancellor Richard 
Carpenter will retire this summer.

Community and Technical Col-
lege System, which enrolled more 
than 400,000 students. He also 
served as president of the College 
of Southern Nevada and as state 
director for Nevada’s Commu-
nity Colleges. 

As chancellor of the LSCS, 
Carpenter oversaw the open-
ing of the LSC-University Park 
campus and the second LSC-
University Center, as well as the 
creation of the Lone Star Corpo-
rate College. 

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confi rm 
applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 & 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders. Professional Builder Magazine.

Convenient to the George Mitchell Nature Preserve  •  Highly-Regarded Schools  •  Resort-Style Amenities

MODELS NOW OPEN
in The Woodlands!

Wooded Overlook
From the Low $600s 

(281) 255-0299

Coronet Ridge
From the Low $700s 

(281) 516-0899

The Estates at Blairs Way
From the Low $800s 

(281) 516-0899

Five-Time Texas Builder of the Year!* TollBrothers.com/CITW

3 New Neighborhoods in the 
Villages of Creekside Park
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WENDTWOODS 
DR.BEACONS

LIGHT PL.
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The Estates 
at Blairs Way 

Model

Coronet 
Ridge Wooded Overlook 

Model
WOODED

OVERLOOK DR.

Creekside Park
Village Center

NEW
 HARMONY PL.

CREEKSIDE FOREST DR.

Visit today for best pricing 
and a model home tour!
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Sizzling Seller’s Market
What 2014 Homebuyers Need-To-Know 

to WIN in a Sizzling Seller’s Market

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

The prepared buyer will WIN. We’d like to help you WIN.

Here’s the situation: Real estate economists tell us that six 
months supply of available For Sale Listing Inventory represents 
a balanced real estate market. Take a look at the Months Supply 
of Inventory picture above.

Here are 3 tips for fi nding the best
property for you and yours in a 
sizzling sellers market.

TIP #1: FIRST-TO-KNOW LIGHTNING ALERTS

When selection is thin and swift selling, being the First-To-Know 
about hot new inventory is an advantage for you.

Here’s how First-To-Know Lightning Alerts work. Tell us ev-
erything you’re looking for in your new home (style, design, 
location, amenities, schools, etc.). We condense your needs 
into a concise Buyer-Needs profi le (protecting your identity and 
private information) and program our software to match your 
buyer-needs to fi re off an instant alert heartbeats after it ap-
pears on the Multiple Listing Service (MLS).

Your instant alerts include photos and detailed property infor-
mation sent directly to your email inbox. The service is free. To 
get your personalized First-To-Know Lightning Alerts delivered 
directly to your email box contact your favorite Gary Greene Pro 
at 281-367-3531.

TIP #2: POCKET LISTINGS AND PRIVATE SALES

We’re seeing off-the-MLS-radar properties selling via Pocket 
Listing whisper campaigns and real estate agent grapevine 
networks. Knowing about private off-MLS listing inventory is an 
advantage for you.
Here’s how Pocket Listings work. Prior to mass marketing via 
the MLS, Pocket Listings are privately promoted by the listing 

agent to a network of select agents via email broadcast, text 
message, phone calls and personal conversations. When a 
match is made private viewing appointments are conveniently 
coordinated , offers are negotiated, contracts are signed, es-
crow opened and everyone proceeds smiling to closing. Wel-
come to the neighborhood.:-)

Also, we exchange Pocket Listing, Private Sale and Coming 
Soon properties via our Better Homes And Gardens Real Estate
Gary Greene company wide online bulletin board, which con-
nects over eight hundred pro real estate agents throughout the
Greater Houston Area.

Using First-To-Know- Lightning Alerts and plugging yourself 
into the Coming Soon and Pocket Listings property information 
network will help you fi nd out about hot new listings inventory 
before your less informed and unconnected home buying com-
petitors.

If you’d like more information about how to tap into the Pocket 
Listing agent network contact your favorite Gary Greene agent 
directly or call them at the offi ce: 281-367-3531.

TIP #3: BUYER-NEEDS NETWORK STRATEGY

This strategy is sort of like the Pocket Listing Strategy for sell-
ers, except it works for Buyers. Do you see a pattern develop-
ing? One of the keys to your success is tapping into a pool of 
available inventory that is unknown to the disconnected.

Here’s how the Buyer-Needs Network Strategy works. Tell us 
everything you’re looking for in your new home (style, design, 
location, amenities, schools, etc.). We condense your needs 
into a concise Buyer-Needs profi le (protecting your identity and 
private information) and broadcast your Buyer-Needs request 
to top performing listing agents who may have Pocket Listing 
inventory, private sale opportunities and ”Coming Soon” listings 
that match what you’re looking for. Buyer-Needs are broadcast 
via eMail, text message, phone calls, personal conversations. 
Also, we exchange Buyer-Needs via our Better Homes And 
Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene company wide online bulle-

tin board, which connects over eight hundred pro real estate 
agents throughout the Greater Houston Area.

Using the Lightning Alert and Buyer-Needs Network Strategies 
will help you fi nd out about hot new listings inventory before 
your less informed and unconnected home buying competitors. 

To discuss how to get started and tap into insider information, 
contact your trusted Gary Greene agent directly or call them at 
the offi ce: 281-367-3531.

Here are 5 Tips On How to write a win-
ning offer in sizzling seller’s market.
Congratulations. Now that you’ve found the best property for 
you and yours, you’ve won half the battle. The next challenge to 
be conquered is submitting a winning offer. We’ve helped thou-
sands of buyers win in multiple offers and other competitive sit-
uations. As a result, we know what works and what fl ops. Here’s 
a list of proven tips to help you and yours write a winning offer.

TIP #1: UNDERSTAND THE MARKET. SEE 
WHAT THE SELLER IS SEEING:
Low inventory. • Rising prices. • Multiple offers. • Fast sales. 
• Construction cranes everywhere. • Daily news about how 
awesome the local real estate market economy. • Thousands 
of qualifi ed homebuyers moving to the area.

TIP #2: MOVE FAST.

When you fi nd your dream home don’t hem-haw. Be a bullet. 
Squeeze the trigger and submit your offer swiftly before com-
peting buyers snatches it from your grasp.

TIP #3: DON’T GO FOR THE STEAL!  SEAL THE 
DEAL.
Full price and over list price offers are common in this seller’s 
market. Don’t be embarrassed to offer full price or more when 

necessary. Keep in mind; your mortgage company will complete 
a property value appraisal. If the property doesn’t appraise for 
the contract price you can always bail or renegotiate.

TIP #4: STAND OUT.
Sweeten the terms of your offer without paying more. 
Here’s how: Offer a larger down payment. • Make a bigger 
earnest money deposit. • Amp up the Option Fee. • Shorten 
trigger point deadlines and exit clauses for things like the Op-
tion Period and days for fi nancing approval. • Provide the seller 
with written mortgage pre-approval from your lender. • Include 
a fl exible and seller friendly closing date. • Consider a possible 
seller lease back. • Share a personal letter to the seller sharing 
a little bit about yourself and your situation sometimes helps the 
seller choose one bidding buyers offer over the other.

TIP #5: REPAIR REALITIES. 
After your contract is executed you’ll have an opportunity to 
have the property inspected. Because you’re not buying a brand 
new home it’s common to turn up a long or short list of items 
that aren’t perfect. Understand that in a seller’s market a seller 
is less inclined to pay for the repair of cosmetic items. Have 
your agent get a bid on the inspection items you’d like to have 
completed. If the seller won’t pay for them don’t get angry or 
take your eyes off your prize, your real estate agent will have 
the names and numbers of reputable repair and home improve-
ment people who can get the job done for you fast and afford-
ably.  Don’t lose out because the seller won’t make the property 
perfect or spend a few hundred dollars in cosmetic type repairs. 
If you like it, own it.

The bottom line for buyers: Use these tips and you’ll success-
fully navigate seller’s market realities with a smile and success. 
Good luck, speed and grace. If we can be helpful contact one of 
our Pro agents directly or call 281-367-3531.

Note: Market data provided by Houston Association Of Real-
tors, Multiple Listings Service.

9000 Forest Crossing, The Woodlands, TX

The Woodlands Texas | Months Supply of Inventory Real Estate Report
Month’s Supply of “For Sale” Listing Inventory – March 4th, 2014

PRICE RANGE MONTHS SUPPLY OF INVENTORYIT’S NO SECRET! 
IT’S A MUSCLE BOUND 

SELLER’S MARKET!

Real estate economists tell us that six months 
supply of available For Sale Listing Inventory 
represents a balanced real estate market.  The 
smaller the Months Supply Of Inventory the more 
muscular the Seller’s Market.

Less than $200,000 .......................................... 18 DAYS

$200,000 - $300,000 .......................................... 24 DAYS

$300,001 - $400,000 .......................................... 30 DAYS

$400,001 - $500,000 .......................................... 1.9

$500,001 - $600,000 .......................................... 1.5

$600,001 - $700,000 .......................................... 3.8

$700,001 - $800,000 .......................................... 4.8

$800,001 - $900,000 .......................................... 3.6

$900,001 - $1,000,000 .......................................... 3.9

more than  $1,000,001 .......................................... 7.7

ALL PRICE RANGES .......................................... 1.7
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MAJOR NON-RETAIL EMPLOYERS BY SECTOR

32%  Energy 

17% Professional/Specialty Services 

17% Health care 

17% Education 

5% Hospitality/Entertainment

4% Banking 

3%  Distribution/Transportation

3% Public Agencies

2% Life Science

by THE NuMbErS

TOP 10 MAJOR EMPLOYERS

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

EMPLOYMENT GROWTH

NEW MAJOR EMPLOYERS

MAJOR EMPLOYERS ON THE RISE

LABOR MARKET STATISTICS | THE WOODLANDS

The top 10 non-retail employers in south Montgomery County and the number of people they employ 
in the area as of January 2014 are shown below. There are 61 total major non-retail employers in The 
Woodlands area. 

0 500 1,000 1,500 2,000 2,500 3,000 3,500

ANADARKO PETROLEUM CORPORATION 3,481 EMPLOYEES

CONROE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 2,450 EMPLOYEES

AON HEWITT 1,800 EMPLOYEES

MEMORIAL HERMANN THE WOODLANDS HOSPITAL 1,400 EMPLOYEES

ST. LUKE’S THE WOODLANDS HOSPITAL 1,348 EMPLOYEES

HUNTSMAN COMPANY LLC 814 EMPLOYEES

LONE STAR COLLEGE–MONTGOMERY 791 EMPLOYEES

WOODFOREST NATIONAL BANK 775 EMPLOYEES

BAKER HUGHES 706 EMPLOYEES

MCKESSON SPECIALTY HEALTH 675 EMPLOYEES

1

6

3

8

2

7

4

9

5

10

Below are businesses in the region that either relocated or added enough jobs in 2013 to be considered a 
major employer in 2014, or an employer with more than 100 employees. 

• GEOSOUTHERN ENERGY 180 EMPLOYEES
• AMERICAN FINANCIAL & AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES 160 EMPLOYEES
• LAYNE CHRISTENSEN COMPANY 150 EMPLOYEES
• VICTORY HEALTHCARE 150 EMPLOYEES
• STRIKE LLC 150 EMPLOYEES
• GE INFRASTRUCTURE WATER & PROCESS TECHNOLOGIES 110 EMPLOYEES
• NEWPARK RESOURCES 104 EMPLOYEES

• THE WOODLANDS RESORT & CONFERENCE CENTER/HHC HOSPITALITY ADDED 242 EMPLOYEES
• ANADARKO PETROLEUM CORPORATION ADDED 234 EMPLOYEES 
• NEXUS SPECIALTY HOSPITAL ADDED 122 EMPLOYEES
• MCKESSON SPECIALTY HEALTH ADDED 121 EMPLOYEES
• LONE STAR COLLEGE–MONTGOMERY ADDED 98 EMPLOYEES
• LONE STAR COLLEGE SYSTEM ADDED 94 EMPLOYEES
• SEQUOIA GOLF WOODLANDS LLC ADDED 90 EMPLOYEES
• GEOSOUTHERN ENERGY ADDED 90 EMPLOYEES
• ST. LUKE’S THE WOODLANDS HOSPITAL ADDED 87 EMPLOYEES
• VICTORY HEALTHCARE ADDED 75 EMPLOYEES

MAJOR NON-RETAIL EMPLOYERS  

EMPLOYEES OF THESE COMPANIES 

55

5.6% 4.9%

2.4%

25,239

61

28,015

2013 2014

The following major non-retail employers added at least 75 jobs in 2013. 
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*Woodlands area 
includes cities of 
Shenandoah and 
Oak Ridge North.

GREATER HOUSTON MSA MONTGOMERY COUNTY

THE WOODLANDS AREA*

Pictures/Colors for Illustration only. w/Approved Credit, Financed thru Ally Finance. Dealer Contribution May Effect Final Negotiated Price. Payments deferred til say till 
August 2014 Factory Rebate and Discounts changes may occur after release of publication of this ad which may affect discounts and savings. 

855-586-8441 • 1654 I-45 NORTH • CONROEBUICKGMC.COM 

PRO GRADE PROTECTION
WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE.

N LOOP 336

WILSON RD.

105

WEISNER OF CONROE

OF CONROE - SINCE 1972

All Remaining In Stock 2013 GMC1500 SIERRAS
EXTENDED CABS 
& CREW CABS

HUGE
Color

Selection
Equipped Not 

Stripped

Equipped Not 
Stripped

$0 DOWN PAYMENT - 0% APR FOR 72 MONTHS OR NO PAYMENTS ‘TIL SEPTEMBER 2014

ALL Remaining 

IN STOCK
DISCOUNT
OFF MSRP  $13,000  $13,000

1

WIES_140226.woodlands.10x2.94.IMPACT.MARCH.indd   1 2/26/2014   3:57:09 PM

Compiled by Matt Stephens
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New restaurants in The Woodlands area

DEVElOPmENT  hIGhlIGhTS Compiled by Jesse Mendoza
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Fielding’s Wood Grill opened in September at 1699 Research Forest Drive and serves natural beef entrees, 
milk shakes and salads. The restaurant also features a full-service bar featuring a variety of craft beers. 

Bob’s Steak & Chop House opened Jan. 20 at 1700 Research Forest Drive in Shenandoah and offers 
diners a variety of beef, veal, lamb, duck, pork and seafood entrees.

Kona Grill opened in early February at 3 Waterway Square, Ste. 100, in the Waterway Square district of Town Center. Kona Grill serves 
modern American cuisine, offering a full sushi bar and specialty cocktails.

Ragin’ Cajun opened its doors in February at 2626 Research Forest Drive, Ste. B, offering Cajun cuisine, including boiled seafood, 
sandwiches and seafood po-boys.
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Bonefish Grill opened March 3 at 1555 Lake Woodlands Drive near 
The Woodlands Mall, and serves a wide variety of seafood entrees, 
hamburgers, sandwiches, tacos and drinks.
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ELECTION GUIDE l 2014ELECTION GUIDE lll 2014ELECTION GUIDE lllllll 2014
P R I M A R Y

COMPLETE COVERAGE AT IMPACTNEWS.COM/VOTE-2014

COMPILED BY:  Matt Stephens

A. [As the District 16 Representative, I have a] proven 
record on solving complex transportation and water 
problems, a proven record on reducing the size of state 
government, and [have] delivered real and measurable 
results for the conservative movement in Texas. 
Republicans elected me as the House Republican Caucus 
Chairman during this past session. I received national 
acclaim for major legislation that I’ve authored and passed 
into law. 
 
 
 

A. I believe that we should be fiscally conservative when it 
comes to funding infrastructure [and] we must protect our 
rainy day fund. I have long been a proponent of a pay-as-
you-go method of funding for our road projects, and I will 
advocate for this in the Texas Senate. South Montgomery 
County mobility will depend on keeping up with state 
transportation planning as a key component necessary for 
continuing to lead in job creation. 
 
 
 

A. [I plan to] secure the Texas border, promote job 
creation, implement water and transportation strategies 
that protect our economy, drug test for all welfare 
entitlements, promote education reform with innovative 
solutions and choices, and continue to lead Texas 
on states’ rights initiatives. Our state’s population is 
increasing and with that increase comes challenges like 
water, transportation, and other infrastructure projects. 
Texas cannot go down the path of states like California 
and New York. The Texas Senate is the last stand to 
protect what we all consider the differences to be 
between them and us.

A. As a current state representative, my qualifications 
come from an unwavering commitment to call state 
government back to its proper role as defined by the 
Texas Constitution. During the 83rd Session, I gained a 
reputation in the House as someone who did more than 
talk about conservative values. I fought for and passed 
the C-SCOPE Transparency Bill that takes on Common 
Core in Texas, carried and passed the First Responders 
Estate Planning Bill [and], in total, I passed 18 pieces of 
legislation out of the House. 
 
 

A. The taxes that we pay at both the state and federal 
levels should be coming back to Montgomery County for 
roads and bridges. At the federal level, dollars should 
flow back to Montgomery County but have not over the 
past few years because of a lack of willingness to pursue 
those dollars. The 83rd Legislative Session started with 
an $8.8 billion surplus and did not fund mobility.  They 
then grew the budget by 15 percent, and they still did 
not fund transportation. I will continue to call the state to 
fully fund transportation for the second-fastest growing 
county in Texas.

A. One example of challenges that Texas faces right now 
is this: TRS Care, the fund that provides health care for 
our retired teachers, will be insolvent by nearly $1.7 billion 
by 2017, and the House Appropriations Committee has 
ignored this issue for the past three sessions. If we limit 
the budget to only those things the Texas Constitution 
calls us to, we can fund those things without asking our 
county governments and our retired teachers to take it 
on the chin. Also, the issue of water needs to be given 
something more than just lip service, [and] one of the 
largest issues for Texas is its unsecured [border].

A. I believe my experience as a decorated veteran, 
combined with a successful job creation record and 
my proven ability to cut spending, reduce debt and 
lower taxes as an elected official makes me uniquely 
qualified to serve in this office. I started my business, 
The Woodlands Financial Group with $10,000, a phone, 
a desk and a lot of determination. Since 2001, we 
have grown TWFG into one of the largest privately held 
insurance agencies in America. This experience and 
expertise will allow me to deliver conservative, limited 
government solutions that will protect the liberties and 
freedoms of Texans while creating greater opportunities 
for our families and businesses.

A. As the state senator for District 4, ensuring 
transportation dollars—collected through existing gas 
taxes—are spent as they are intended on new roads, 
bridges and maintenance will be one of my key priorities 
to support the growth of our region. Just as we have done 
with the south Montgomery County transportation and 
mobility studies, we must work to coordinate all the local 
stakeholders so that local cities, the township, county and 
RUD’s work together on a cohesive regional plan. 
 
 

A. While our state has shown continued economic 
growth, we can and must do better if we are to ensure 
Texas remains able to develop new job and business 
opportunities that will help employ our families and 
future generations. Helping to foster a strong economic 
environment for our state means prioritizing spending to 
expand and improve infrastructure; investing in education; 
secur[ing] borders to stop drug smugglers and human 
traffickers, and preventing the growth of government. 
We must also ensure the state is not forcing mandates 
and debt-driven policies onto our counties and municipal 
governments.

Q. What other statewide issues would you address if elected to the state Senate?

Q. What do you feel is the best way to fund transportation projects in south Montgomery County?

Q. What makes you a qualified candidate for the position?

State Senate District 4 | Special Election called to fill seat vacated by former senator Tommy Williams

Occupation: Serving third term 
as state representative District 
16 

Top priorities: Private 
property rights, state water 
and infrastructure needs, 
education, border control, job 
creation 

Website:  
www.brandoncreighton.com

Occupation: Serving first term 
as state representative District 
15, owner of Acclaim Pools and 
My Pool Experts

Top priorities: Education, 
water, elimination of 
entitlement spending, border 
control

Website:  
www.stevetothfortexas.com

Occupation: Serving first term 
on The Woodlands Township 
board of directors, founder of 
The Woodlands Financial Group

Top priorities: Fighting abusive 
federal government, border 
control, reducing tax burden, 
infrastructure, cutting spending

Website:  
www.gordybunchfortexas.com

Brandon Creighton Steve Toth Gordy Bunch

Election Date: May 10, 7 a.m.–7 p.m.
Early Voting:   April 28 – May 3
           May 5 – 6
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benefiting the Avon Foundation charity. Fee 
includes T-shirt. 8:30 a.m. (silent auction 
opens), 9 a.m. (walk/run begins). $20. 6800 
Alden Bridge Drive, The Woodlands.

22 Nature expo
The Texas Wildlife and Woodland 

Expo and Spring Fling features hands-on 
demonstrations and children’s activities to 
help families explore and learn about the 
outdoors. The event includes more than 60 
exhibitors and 40 learning stations plus live 
bluegrass music. 10 a.m.—4 p.m. Free. Lone 
Star College-Montgomery Campus, 3200 
College Park Drive. http://expo.tamu.edu.  

22 Camp Ter-Ra-Mont
Terramont Park is the site of a family 

camping experience that includes crafts, 
games and outdoor activities. Noon. $125 
(family of four, includes dinner, breakfast and 
snacks). Terramont Park, 8500 Terramont 
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

24 Annual golf classic
The Woodlands Area Chamber of 

Commerce presents its annual Golf Classic 
with a scramble format, followed by a 
reception and silent auction. 10 a.m. (shotgun 
start). $170 (individual player), $600 (team of 
four). The Woodlands Country Club Palmer 
Course, 100 Grand Fairway, The Woodlands. 
www.woodlandschamber.org

28 through 30 
German Heritage Festival

Five music stages, 175 street vendors, a 
petting zoo, carnival, and arts and crafts 
highlight the annual German Heritage 
Festival in downtown Tomball.  6—10 
p.m. (March 28), 10 a.m.—10 p.m. (March 
29), and 10 a.m.—6 p.m. (March 30). 
Free. $15 (all-you-can-ride carnival). 201 
S. Elm Street, Tomball. 281-379-6844.  
www.tomballgermanfest.org

28 Spring concert
The Montgomery County Choral 

Society presents its spring concert, “The 
American Spirit,” featuring guest artist Ashly 

CrawPHish Festival
Town Green Park hosts the annual 
Woodlands CrawPHish Festival, 

spelled with a “ph” to promote awareness of 
pulmonary hypertension. Louisiana crawfish, 
along with barbecue, is served. 11 a.m.—7 
p.m. $25 (presale tickets for ages 11 and up, 
includes food and drink), free (4 and under, no 
food or drink tickets). Town Green Park, 2099 
Lake Woodlands Drive. 281-367-5777.  
www.woodlandscrawfish.com
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March 

15 Bike ride
The B-geo Magnolia Miles bike ride 

offers four route options of 25, 36, 53 or 64 
miles for cyclists, with rest stops and support 
provided. Proceeds from this event benefit 
the Holy Name Passionist Retreat and the 
Greater Magnolia Chamber of Commerce. 
8 a.m. $35 (until March 14), $40 (on-site 
registration). Magnolia West High School, 
42202 FM 1774, Magnolia.  
www.magnoliamiles.org

16 23, 30 and April 6 
Spring concerts 

The Woodlands Township continues its 
Spring Concert in the Park Series with 
performances by Yelba on March 16, 
Easy Money Band on March 23, Swing 
Thing on March 30 and The Fab 5 on 
April 6. 5:30–7:30 p.m. Free. Northshore 
Park, 2505 Lake Woodlands Drive.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

 17 iGoPink Golf Classic
The Woodlands Country Club 

hosts the iGoPink Golf Classic tournament 
benefiting the Breast Cancer Charities of 
America. The event includes a full 18 holes 
and a Fancy Pants competition. 9:30 a.m.–6 
p.m. $175 (player), $700 (team of four). 100 
Grand Fairway Drive.  
www.thebreastcancercharities.org

20 CASA group meeting
Young Professionals for CASA, 

a volunteer group assisting Montgomery 
County’s child advocacy nonprofit, hosts 
a networking and information event at 
America’s restaurant in The Woodlands 
for anyone interested in learning about 
the organization. 6:30—8:30 p.m. Free. 21 
Waterway Ave., Ste. 130. 936-441-5437. 
www.casaspeaks4kids.com

20 Rotary Club meeting
Former Ambassador to Qatar 

Chase Untermeyer addresses the Woodlands 
Rotary Club at its March 20 meeting. The 
club meets every Thursday at the Woodlands 
Resort and Conference Center Vista Room. 
Noon. $20 member guest fee. 2301 N. 
Millbend Drive. www.woodlandsrotary.org

21 Square dance
Callers Wade Driver and Peg Dockery 

highlight the Woodlands Stars Square Dance 
Club’s March all-plus dance. The club meets 
most Friday evenings. 7:30—9:30 p.m. Free. 
South County Community Center, 2235 Lake 
Robbins Drive. 832-928-6365.  
www.thewoodlandsstars.com.

22 Paint the Path Pink
Mitchell Intermediate School hosts 

the seventh annual Paint the Path Pink 5K, 

CALENDAR
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Worth the TRIP
Compiled by Nicole Bradford, Jesse Mendoza and Brian Walzel

Neumann. 7:30 p.m. $15 (general admission), 
$12 (seniors), $5 (students). 4308 W. Davis, 
Conroe. 936-756-3395. www.mcchoral.org.

29 Golf tournament
The nonprofit Woodlands Mothers of 

Multiples hosts its 8th annual golf tournament 
at the Woodforest Golf Club. The entry 
fee covers the cart fee, closest to the pin 
contest, longest drive contest, a chance to 
enter $100,000 putting contest, door prizes 
and silent auction. 8 a.m. (start); 5 p.m. 
(awards, dinner and auction). $100 (individual 
player), $15 (dinner ticket). 1199 Fish Creek 
Thoroughfare, Montgomery. 936-588-8805. 
www.woodlandsmom.com 

29 Earth Day GreenUP
The Woodlands Township hosts 

Earth Day GreenUp Cleanup and Celebration 
at designated parks in each village. Check-
in is 8 a.m. 8:30—1:30 a.m. (cleanup), 11 
a.m.—1:30 p.m. (celebration at Northshore 
Park). Local village parks. Northshore Park, 
2505 Lake Woodlands Drive. 281-210-3800. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

29 British invasion  
Wild Stallion Vineyards presents 

The Fab Five, a Houston-based tribute band 
performing hits of the Beatles and Rolling 
Stones. 6—9 p.m. $10 (individual tickets), $30 
(per carload) with tables available. 5969 W. 
Rayford Road, Spring. 281-803-9463.  
www.wildstallionvineyards.com

April 

03 through  05 
Library book sale

The Friends of the Library organization hosts 
its annual book sale featuring thousands of 
hard- and softcovers at the South County 
Community Center. A new children’s book 
room operates Thursday evening until the $2 
bag sale on Saturday. 5—8 p.m. (April 3); 9 
a.m.—4:30 p.m. (April 4); 9 a.m.—noon (April 
5), with 12:30—3:30 p.m. bag sale April 5. $5 
(first-choice night on April 3), free (April 4, 5). 
2235 Lake Robbins Drive.  
www.smcfriendsofthelibrary.org

04 Giving Goes Glam
The Junior League of North Harris 

and South Montgomery County presents the 
Giving Goes Glam fundraiser featuring a silent 
auction and live models dressed in clothes to 
be raffled. Proceeds are divided among Junior 
League and Interfaith of The Woodlands. 
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10:30 a.m. $100. The Woodlands Waterway 
Marriott Hotel and Convention Center, 1601 
Lake Robbins Drive.  
832-615-8230. www.jlnhsmc.org

04 Relay for Life
The local edition of the American 

Cancer Society’s signature fundraising event 
takes place at College Park High School. 7 
p.m. $10 (relay participants). 3701 College 
Park Drive. www.relayforlife.org

04 through 13 
Montgomery County Fair

The 57th annual Montgomery County Fair 
features livestock shows, live music concerts, 
a rodeo, educational exhibits and a carnival, 
raising money for college scholarships for 
local youth. Tickets are available beginning in 
March and can be purchased online. Times 
vary. 9201 Airport Road. Conroe.  
www.mcfa.org

05 Muddy Trails Bash
 This Woodlands race features a 5K 

and 10K route through the George Mitchell 

through 16  
Wings of Freedom Tour
The Collings Foundation is 

returning to David Wayne Hooks Memorial 
Airport for the 25th season of its Wings of 
Freedom Tour. The tour visits about 110 
cities annually.  Visitors explore a Boeing 
B-17 Flying Fortress “Nine O Nine” Heavy 
Bomber, a Consolidated B-24 Liberator 
“Witchcraft” WWII Heavy Bomber, a P-51 
Mustang fighter and a UH-1E “Huey” 
helicopter. Thirty-minute flights are 
also offered for the B-17 and B-24, or 
alternatively a 30 or 60-minute flight aboard 
the P-51 is offered. Flights are scheduled 
before and after ground tour hours. 2—5 
p.m. (March 14); 9 a.m.—5 p.m. (March 15 
and 16). $12 (adults), $6 (12 and under), 

free (WWII veterans). $450 (B-17 or B-24 
flights), $2,200—$3,200 (P-51 flight). David 
Wayne Hooks Memorial Airport, 20803 
Stuebner Airline Road, Spring.  
800-568-8924.  
www.collingsfoundation.org
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FEATURED Event

Find more or submit The Woodlands  
events at  
impactnews.com/wdl-calendar. 

To have The Woodlands events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Sponsored by

Nature Preserve. A one-mile kids run, 2K-9 
dog run, live Zydeco band and crawfish plates 
are also part of the festivities. 3—8 p.m. $40 
(5K pre-registration through April 4), $45 (10K 
pre-registration), $30 (kids run and 2K9 fun 
run pre-registration). Rob Fleming Park, 6055 
Creekside Forest Drive. 281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

05 WCA Gala
The Woodlands Christian Academy 

presents its 20th anniversary auction and gala 
at The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel 
and Convention Center. 6 p.m. $150. 1601 
Lake Robbins Drive. www.twca.net

05 through 06 
Texas Art and Wine Fest

Old Town Spring is the site of the Texas Art 
and Wine Festival. No admission fee, but 
wine tasting tickets are available. 10 a.m.—6 
p.m. (April 5); 11 a.m.—5 p.m. (April 6). $25 
(advance wine tasting ticket), $30 (at the gate). 
427 Gentry St., Spring. 281-682-1403.  
www.txwineandart.com.

06 Pavilion dinner
The Pavilion Partners, the official 

volunteer organization of the Center for 
the Performing Arts at The Woodlands, 
hosts the 16th annual Wine Dinner and 
Auction benefiting the pavilion’s educational 
programming and Partners Fine Arts 
Scholarship Fund. 5 p.m. (wine and hors 
d’oeuvres reception), 6:30 p.m. (seated 
dinner). $200 (individual). Cynthia Woods 
Mitchell Pavilion, 2005 Lake Robbins Drive. 
281-210-1125. www.woodlandscenter.org

06 Egg hunt
The Woodlands Township hosts an 

Easter egg hunt for children in conjunction 
with the park concert series. Easter baskets 
and cameras are recommended. 5 p.m. Free. 
Northshore Park, 2505 Lake Woodlands 
Drive. www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

08 Conversation with Coulson 
Tough

The Woodlands GREEN hosts a conversation 
with Tough Elementary namesake Coulson 
Tough, who oversaw the location, design and 
construction of commercial buildings in The 
Woodlands. 7 p.m. Free. George and Cynthia 
Woods Mitchell Library, 8125 Ashlane Way. 
281-363-2723.
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Boxes & Moving Supplies 

Alarms on Every Unit Door

Personal & Business Storage

Rent online and find locations at AmazingSpaces.net

Amazing Spaces Storage Centers ~ The Woodlands
18250 I-45 S.  

The Woodlands, TX 77384

281-378-7572

Get 50% Off Storage for 2 Months!Offer valid for a limited time. Based on availability.

Take Back Your Home!

Place
st1

of

R

2013

BE A BIG FISH  
in New Braunfels.

There’s a lot going  
on in New Braunfels.  
From shopping and dining,  

to festivals and outdoor fun,  
it’s all happening right here... 

in New Braunfels.

(800) 572-2626
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Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

2005 Lake Robbins Drive
281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

April 
 09  Arcade Fire, 7:30 p.m.
 10  Kings of Leon, 7:30 p.m.
 12  Spyro Gyra and Lee Ritenour, 8 p.m.
 26  Casting Crowns with Laura Story  
   and surprise guest, 7 p.m.
 27  Il Divo, 8 p.m.

May 
 01  Celebration of Stanton Welch with  
   Houston Ballet, 8 p.m.
 02  Best of Beethoven with the Houston  
   Symphony, 8 p.m. 
 06  Bruce Springsteen and the E Street  
   Band, 7:30 p.m. 
 09  “Carmen” with the Houston Grand  
   Opera, 8 p.m. 
 16  Dave Matthews Band, 7 p.m.
 02  See the Music with the Houston  
   Symphony, 8 p.m.
 23  Journey and Steve Miller Band with  
   Tower of Power, 6:45 p.m. 

 

29  Jimmy Buffett and the Coral Reefer  
     Band, 8 p.m. 

June
 06  A Symphonic Journey with the Houston  
   Symphony, 8 p.m. 
 13  Wagner and Maazel’s “Ring Without  
   Words” with the Texas Music Festival  
   Orchestra, 8 p.m.
 14  James Taylor, 8 p.m.

July
 03  Star Spangled Salute with the Houston  
   Symphony, 8 p.m.
 10  Classical concert with the Houston  
   Symphony, 8 p.m. 
 12  Lionel Richie with Cee Lo Green,  
   7:30 p.m.
24     The Sounds of Billy Joel with Michael  
   Cavanaugh, 8 p.m. 

August
 01  Fall Out Boy and Paramore with New  
   Politics, 7 p.m. 
 22  OneRepublic, 7 p.m.
 30  Disney in Concert “Magical Music from  
   the Movies” with the Houston  
   Symphony, 8 p.m.

October
 11  Motley Crue with Alice Cooper, 7 p.m. 
 24  Hocus Pocus Pops with the Houston  
   Symphony, 7:30 p.m.

LivE MUSiC CALENDAR
Live Music in and around The Woodlands Compiled by Nicole Bradford and Brian Walzel

Big Texas Saloon

19959 Holzwarth Road, Spring   
281-353-8898
www.bigtexassaloon.com  

March
 28  Wade Bowen, 10:30 p.m. 

The Dosey Doe Big Barn 

25911 i-45 N., The Woodlands
281-367-3774
www.doseydoe.com

March
 14  Johnny Rodriguez, 8:30 p.m. 
 15  Monte Montgomery, 8:30 p.m.  
 18  Sam Baker with Kyle Hutton, 8 p.m. 
 19  Austin Jenckes and Brian Pounds of  
   The Voice, 8 p.m.
 20  Eric Burdon and The Animals, 8:30 p.m.
 21  Earl Thomas Conley, 8:30 p.m.
 22  Gin Blossoms, 5:30 p.m. and 9 p.m. 
 27  Tab Benoit, 8:30 p.m.
 28  Tab Benoit, 8:30 p.m.
 29  Kingston Trio, 8 p.m.
 30  Ben Taylor & Band, 7:30 p.m.

April 
 01  Mike Zito with Kyle Hutton, 8 p.m.
 02  David Allen Coe, 8 p.m. 
 03  The Band of Heathens, 8:30 p.m.
 04  John Anderson, 8:30 p.m.
 05  Asleep at the Wheel, 8:30 p.m. 

Dosey Doe Music Café

463 FM 1488, Conroe
936-271-2171
www.doseydoe.com

March 
 14  Susan Gibson, 8:30 p.m.
 15  Hamilton Loomis, 8:30 p.m.
 19   American Aquarium, 8 p.m.
 20  Susan Hickman, Mandi Powell and  
   Haley Cole, 8:30 p.m.
 21  Dahebegebees, 8:30 p.m.
 22  Will Makar and the Red Line, 8:30 p.m.
 26  The 24th Street Wailers, 8 p.m.
 27  Nick Verzosa and the Noble Union, 
    8:30 p.m.
 28  The Captain Legendary Band, 8:30 p.m.
 29  Dimitri’s Rail, 8:30 p.m. 
 30  The South Austin Moonlighters, 7:30 p.m.

April 
 02  Katie Herzig, 8 p.m.
 05  Rankin Twins, 8:30 p.m.
 09  Hooked 4 Life, 8 p.m. 

Main Street Crossing

111 W. Main St. , Tomball   
281-290-0431
www.mainstreetcrossing.com  

March
 14  Cool Freddie E and the Crew/Alisha  
   Pace, 8 p.m. 
 19  Walt Wilkins, 8 p.m. 
 20  Songtelling/Kevin Galloway of Uncle  
   Lucius, 8 p.m.
 21  Real Life Music Young Artist Show,  
   8 p.m. 
 25 Cory Morrow, 8 p.m.
 26 Cory Morrow, 8 p.m.
 27  Kimi Kent, 8 p.m.

April 
 02  Two Tons of Steel, 8 p.m.
 09  Max Stalling/Heather Stalling, 8 p.m. 

Live at Night | Spring Concert Series

31 Waterway Square Place
The Woodlands
www.thewoodlandscvb.com  

March 
 15  Platinum Players Zydeco Band, 6 
p.m. 
 22  The Level One Band, 6 p.m. 
 29  The Marlin Bando Band, 6 p.m. 

April 
 05  Girl Friday, 6 p.m.
 12  Bam! Jam! 6 p.m.
 19  Jazz Avenue, 6 p.m. 
 26  Clayton DeGuerre and the Street View  
   Band, 6 p.m. 

Mama J’s BBQ and Grill

26710 i-45 N., Oak Ridge North   
936-273-9444
www.mamajsbbq.com

March
 14  Charlie Robison, 10 p.m. 

Asleep at the Wheel
Nine-time Grammy award-winning 
Texas swing band Asleep at the 

Wheel, featuring front man Ray Benson, will 
bring its acclaimed act to the Dosey Doe Big 
Barn April 15. Asleep at the Wheel formed 
42 years ago and has released more than 25 
studio and live albums. Their latest studio 
release, “It’s a Good Day” came in 2010. The 
Dosey Doe show includes dinner.

6 p.m. $88, $108, $128. Dosey Doe Big Barn, 
25911 I-45 N., The Woodlands. 281-367-3774. 
www.doseydoe.com
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WWW.AMERIGOS.COM
25250 GROGANS PARK DRIVE 

THE WOODLANDS, 77380

Bu
dd

e 
Rd

.

Grogan’s Park Dr.

Grogan’s Mill Rd.

Sawdust Rd.

CELEBRATE EASTER AT

Special a-la-carte 
� un�  menu 

Available 11 am–4 pm
 

FEATURING:
• Amerigo’s Traditional Favorites • 

• Chef-Inspired Specials •
• Brunch Off erings •
• Children’s Menu •

Enjoy house made 
Pea�  Foam Be� ini’s

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

281.362.0808
FOR EASTER BRUNCH MENU, VISIT

WWW.AMERIGOS.COM

Join us for
Ea� er  
Brun� 

Sunday, April 20th

Mimosa and Sangria

DINNER MENU AVAILABLE 4–10 PM

ENJOY LIVE PIANO MUSIC
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it is not hard to find the regu-
lars at Woodlands Fine Cigars. 
Walking in the front door, there 

is bound to be one or two seated and 
enjoying another cigar, having the 
same conversations they have tossed 
around since the shop first opened 
its doors nearly two decades ago. 

“It’s a lot like ‘Cheers,’” said Chuck 
Wellman, a customer at Woodlands 
Fine Cigars for 15 years. “The guys up 
here are great. We’ve become good 
friends. A lot of us even get together 
once or twice a month and we take our 
wives out to dinner. It’s just a really 
stress-free environment.” 

Owner Mike Gager takes pride in 
the casual atmosphere the shop pro-
vides, comparing the experience to an 
old-school barber shop offering more 
than 900 types of cigars.

“There’s getting to be less and less 
places you can smoke a cigar,” Gager 
said. “People like to talk and discuss 
the day’s events. We get some lively 
discussions sometimes.” 

The owner said he has smoked 
cigars for years and had prior 

experience in the industry before 
opening the shop with partner Mike 
McCoy in 1996, later purchasing 
McCoy’s portion of the shop in 1998. 

Gager’s son Phil has worked at the 
shop since it first opened and said he 
may one day take over the business. 

Phil said customers vary between 
those who purchase one or two indi-
vidual cigars and those who buy boxes 
every time they shop. 

The cigars vary greatly as well, rang-
ing in price from $1.50 per cigar to 
upwards of $40, he said. 

The quality difference comes in 
whether the cigars are machine rolled 
or hand rolled, Phil said. Cheaper 
cigars also have shorter fillers and 
binders, which makes them more 
loosely packed compared to longer, 
more tightly rolled cigars. 

Gager said he still has a passion 
for cigars and hopes to stay open for 
years. However, expansion of the 
shop is unlikely. 

“We’ve thought about [expansion], 
but you don’t want any more than you 
can take care of,” Gager said. 

Woodlands Fine Cigars
Cigar shop has served area since 1996 

BUSiNESS

Woodlands Fine Cigars

G
rogans M

ill Rd. 

Sawdust Rd. 

582 Sawdust Road 
Spring • 281-296-0202
woodlandsfinecigars.com
Hours:  
Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–7 p.m.  
Sat. 10 a.m.–6 p.m.  
closed Sun. 

Woodlands Fine Cigars offer more than 900 facings and a 
relaxed atmosphere for its customers. 
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By Matt Stephens 

Customer comments
“I’ve been coming every since I found out 
it opened. [I come back because of] the 
owners, the environment, the selection of 
cigars and the quality of cigars.” 

- “Pistol Pete”

“I come pretty much every day, except 
on Sunday when they’re closed.” 

- Andrew Connelly 

“I think my wife really appreciates 
[Woodlands Cigar Shop] because I come 
and within an hour, hour and a half, I 
can decompress and still be home for 
dinner.” 

- Chuck Wellman 

Owner Mike Gager and his son Phil have 
served the community for more than 17 years. 

45

Where life Grows.

New homes from the
$200s to the Millions

WoodforestTx.com  •  936-447-2800

Coventry Homes · Darling Homes · DR Horton 
Gracepoint Homes • Highland Homes

Huntington Homes • Jeff Paul Custom Homes
Lennar Homes · Newmark Homes

Mary Ross Custom Homes • Partners in Building
Perry Homes • Ryland Homes

Sullivan Signature Homes
Tom Cox Jr. Custom Homes · Village Builders

2013
Developer of the year

Price and availability subject to chabge without notice. 3/14
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With more than 25 years of 
experience and a passion 
for the cigar industry, 

Mike McCoy and his wife Nancy 
opened Mike’s Cigar Room more 
than four and a half years ago. 
Manager Brad Frazier said the shop’s 
close relationship with its custom-
ers and relaxed atmosphere separate 
the cigar room from other locales 
customers can enjoy a cigar. 

“We don’t separate ourselves from 
our customers,” Frazier said. “All of 
our regulars are like our friends. We’re 
all involved in each other’s lives. We sit 
and smoke and talk with the custom-
ers. We don’t stay behind the counter.”

Frazier said the business sees as 
many as 250 customers a week, with 
a diverse customer base ranging from 
day laborers to multi-millionaires. He 
said the cigar shop enjoys a sustain-
able business from customers who 
purchase a box or two at a time as well 
as regulars who enjoy a cigar on their 
lunch break. The shop offers a relaxed 
atmosphere with 12 chairs, television 
and a “bring your own beer” policy. 

Mike’s Cigar Room features more 
than 1,100 cigars of different sizes, 
styles and shapes, Frazier said. 
The shop also offers pipes and pipe 
tobacco, humidors, cutters, lighters, 
other accessories and even humidor 
lockers for storage within the shop. 

Frazier said the shop hosts cigar 
events once a month featuring a 
manufacturer that provides discounts 
and free accessories when customers 
purchase a box. 

McCoy has been in the cigar busi-
ness since the early 80s, Frazier said. 
Mike’s Cigar Room is the fourth shop 
McCoy has been involved with.   

“It’s what he’s done for the last 27 
or 28 years,” Frazier said. “It’s a fun 
business.” 

He said he anticipates the busi-
ness to continue to be successful as 
population growth rises exponentially 
countywide. 

“This has been a very good loca-
tion,” Frazier said. “[McCoy’s] been 
very successful from the first year. He 
wasn’t expecting it to be as successful 
as it’s been.”

Mike’s Cigar Room 
Owner brings passion for quality cigars

Mike’s Cigar Room

45

242

8000 Hwy. 242, Ste. 119
Conroe • 936-271-0900
www.mikescigarroom.com
Hours:  
Mon.–Thu. 10 a.m.–7 p.m. 
Fri. 10 a.m.–9 p.m. Fri.,  
Sat. 10 a.m.–7 p.m.,  
Sun. noon–5 p.m.  

Mike’s Cigar Room offers more than 1,100 facings of cigars as 
well as other accessories. 
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By Matt Stephens 

Mike’s favorite cigars
• La Flor Dominicana Cameroon Cabinet 

Robusto
• Padron 1964 Exclusivo
• EP Carillo No. 52
• L’Atelier No. 54
• Montecristo Epic Churchill
• Illusione MJ-12
• Arturo Fuente Hemingway Signature
• Arturo Fuente Magnum R Robusto
• La Flor Dominicana Ligero 300
• Ashton Cabinet No. 6

Brad’s favorite cigars
• Don Pepin Cuban Classic Robusto
• Padron 80th Anniversary Maduro
• Illusione MJ-12
• San Lotano Habano Robusto
• Tatuaje 7th Reserva
• Arturo Fuente Hemingway Classic

Owner Mike McCoy and manager Brad Frazier  
operate Mike’s Cigar Room in Conroe.

Inventory in the Woodlands is almost 
identical to February. We currently 
have 253 homes on the market. 
Showings are up by 36%, but sales are 
down by 14%; indicating buyers are 
looking, but not finding their home 
yet.  Homes priced in both the $600’s 
and $1 million plus have seen sales 
double this year compared to last!

Overall months of inventory is at 
1.6 months, still a seller’s market. 

With spring break just around the corner, we can 
anticipate the market to become very exciting!

Inventory in The Woodlands 
Remaining Level...

The Woodlands Real Estate Market

With spring break just around the corner, we can 
anticipate the market to become very exciting!

Direct: 713-256-4998
Michele@MicheleFlory.com
www.MicheleFlory.com

Data Source: 
Houston Association of Realtors

VISIT MARKET REPORTS 
ON OUR WEB SITE.

LET US PREPARE 
A CUSTOMIZED MARKET 

ANALYSIS OF YOUR HOME.

billiardfactory.com

26419 i-45 North
The Woodlands, tX 77380
281-681-8809

888-647-6611  |  four Houston locations  |  austiN • dallas • HoustoN • saN aNtoNio

Prices starting $229.00

Introducing the Royal Collection

sigtheater.com
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Katy

Sugar Land

Missouri City

Jersey Village

Cypress

Tomball

Spring / Klein

Magnolia

The Woodlands

The Spring / Klein edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper 
will deliver to 77,521 homes and 

businesses.

To advertise or to submit story ideas:
(281) 469-6181  |  impactnews.com

Not located in one of our coverage areas but 
would like to receive a newspaper? Contact 

us to subscribe for only $39/year.

Spring / Klein
gets it too!

IN HOMES 
April 10, 2014

With over 1,000,000 in distribution, 
Community Impact Newspaper 
is in more homes than any other 

publication in Texas.
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The Woodlands Pet Clinic
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Dr. Peter Cragg has been running the Panther Creek Pet Clinic since he took over the business in 1986.
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The Woodlands Pet Clinic
Clinic driven by passion for helping animals

A s one of the oldest veterinary 
clinics in area, The Woodlands 
Pet Clinic in the Panther Creek 

Village Center has been seeing custom-
ers since 1981. When current owners 
Peter and Susan Cragg took over in 1986, 
the clinic was seeing a steady stream of 
customers throughout the day.

As the clinic’s only doctor, he imme-
diately dove into the veterinarian 
lifestyle, sometimes working 12 days in 
a row, Peter said.

“It was just me, a technician and a 
receptionist,” he said. “We ate, slept, 
breathed and lived the whole veterinary 
medicine thing, and we loved it.”

Since that time, the clinic at Panther 
Creek has doubled in size and the Craggs 
opened a second location in the Grogan’s 
Mill in 1992. The Panther Creek location 
employs two full-time and one part-
time doctor, and Grogan’s Mill employs 
another full-time doctor. 

The larger Panther Creek clinic has four 
exam rooms, a surgery suite, dental area 
and treatment room. The clinic’s staff is 
capable of performing diagnostic tests, 
physicals and lab tests on clients’ pets to 
gauge an animal’s wellness. 

When it opened, The Woodlands Pet 
Clinic was among the first to introduce a 
nutritional aspect to its practice.

“The main thing we focused on back 
then—which was a new concept for vets 

at the time—was nutrition,” Peter said. 
“There are special diets to help with joint 
issues for dogs that limp, animals with 
kidney disease, overweight animals, 
animals with urinary problems. Instead 
of one size fits all, we’ve taken away the 
cookie cutter and we’re tailoring the treat-
ment quite specifically to the pets.”

Nutrition counseling is one of sev-
eral ways the clinic seeks to prolong life 
through methods that stress prevention.

“The focus is wellness and how to 
have a healthier dog or cat through 
their senior years,” Susan said. “If we 
can detect some of these issues early, all 
we may have to do is modify the diet. It 
saves the client a lot of money, and the 
animal doesn’t suffer.” 

The Craggs—pet owners themselves 
with four dogs and one cat—cited their 
love of animals for why they decided to get 
into veterinary medicine. Peter’s involve-
ment with animals extends to working 
with animal shelters and conducting 
nature programs at schools to teach stu-
dents about animals with live turtles and 
snakes. Peter has also been involved with 
the craft of falconry in the past and has 
had special training to treat birds of prey.

“We are crazy about animals,” Susan 
said. “The reward of working in a clinic is 
integrating that pet into your family. You 
can visit with them, become friends with 
them and really care about them.”

BUSiNESS

25206 Grogan’s Mill Road 
The Woodlands • 281-364-8333
www.grogansmillpetclinic.com

4775 W. Panther Creek Drive 
The Woodlands • 281-367-7733
www.panthercreekpetclinic.com

Community involvement
Throughout his years living in The 
Woodlands, Peter Cragg has become 
involved in the community in several ways 
related to his knowledge of animals. In 
addition to conducting educational nature 
programs at schools, Peter has served as a 
scout master and has been recognized by 
the Montgomery County Humane Society 
for involvement with the county’s animal 
shelter.

“For an eight-year period I would go up to 
the Humane Society animal shelter on Hwy. 
242 and work with them,” Peter said. “There 
was definitely a need to keep those guys 
healthy and adoptable.”

Grogan’s Mill expansion
Peter and Susan Cragg, owners of The 
Woodlands Pet Clinic, are exploring a 
possible expansion of their Grogan’s Mill 
location. Although a timetable for the 
expansion has not been established yet, 
Peter said he would like to see the clinic 
double in size.

In its current state, the Grogan’s Mill clinic 
serves mainly as an outpatient clinic with 
one full-time doctor and an exam room. 
Peter said the expansion would likely involve 
bringing it closer to a full-service hospital, 
adding surgery and dental capabilities, 
among other upgrades.

Services summary

The clinic offers surgical and nutritional treat-
ment, but it emphasizes preventative care.

Two full-time doctors work at Panther Creek.

The Panther Creek clinic has doubled in size 
since the Craggs took over in 1986.

By Shawn Arrajj

•  Physicals
•  Blood work
•  Surgery
•  Dental health

•  Vaccines
•  Pet nutrition  

  counseling

26832 I-45 North, Spring, TX 77386

281-259-9500 | www.weightlosstexas.com

$148.00 
Two Week Trial 

$55.00 
5 Day Package

You Pick 5 breakfasts, 5 lunches, 5 dinners 
& 5 snacks

Weightloss Texas Inc.
Authorized 

Distributor

*Northbound Feeder Between Rayford/Sawdust & Woodlands Pkwy.

Years of Proven Results

We now have frozen Nutrisystem foods
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MainStreet Express train rides

Adventurous scavenger hunt

Safety tips from Harris County 
Sheri	  o�  cers 

Dance party spectacular 

Meet Texas Children’s 
Hospital’s Kangaroo Crew

PLUS... Enjoy music, 
face painting, food, 

balloon artists, prizes, 
and games galore!

The proceeds from 
every child’s admission 

ticket ($5) benefi t 
Texas Children’s Hospital

Regular non-member 
admission rates apply

Families and kids of all ages are invited!

For Ticket Information: MainStreetAmerica.com18750 I-45N in Spring, Exit 66B 281.645.0182
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Sakekawa
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Chefs at Sakekawa cook meals at the dining tables using entertaining methods and distinctive ingredients. 
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Sakekawa Japanese 
Sushi & Steak House 
Japanese restaurant combines show with 
quality cuisine

A t Sakekawa Japanese Steak 
House, diners are in for a show as 
well as a creative and distinctive 

meal. Sitting around stovetops, customers 
watch a hibachi chef prepare their meal 
with flair. 

The chef begins with a bow and then 
an immediate culinary display of spatula 
flipping and tapping on the metal stove. 
Then, the chef lights a large flame. 

The hibachi chefs have different shows, 
based on what they are cooking and 
depending on the chef. If cooking fried 
rice, the chef may toss balls of rice into 
customers’ mouths, which at Sakekawa 
they call “basketball.” Or the chef may 
form the rice into shapes, such as a heart 
or animal. 

“Customers really enjoy the shows,” 
manager Amy Pratt said. “A lot of kids 
love to watch, and adults too.”

And then comes a volcano—when the 
chef piles onions on the stove and pours 
vodka and oil in the center and lights it 
on fire. Even seasoning the food comes 
with an extra zest as the chefs flip spice 
containers in the air to give the food a big 
taste.

Sakekawa has two locations in The 
Woodlands, with the first opening in 
2007 on Woodlands Parkway while the 
other, larger restaurant opened in October 

on Research Forest Drive. Both restau-
rants offer a sushi bar and a full bar. 

“Our Woodlands Parkway location was 
really busy, and we decided it was time to 
build a bigger place,” Pratt said. “It’s the 
same food, same place. Just more people 
can enjoy it now.”

The Research Forest location also offers 
live music every Friday and Saturday 
night on its large outdoor patio, which 
is equipped with fireplaces and can be 
enclosed on cooler nights. Sakekawa has 
gained a strong following of regular cus-
tomers, Pratt said. 

All the food is made fresh daily while 
fresh fish is delivered to the restaurant 
six days a week, assistant manager Marco 
Wong said. 

“It’s fish,” he said. “It has to be fresh.”
Both locations are busy on weekend 

nights and typically have waiting lists, 
Pratt said. The two restaurants send 
customers to either location if there is 
available room. The restaurant also takes 
reservations.

The Research Forest location is usually 
busy at lunch with the business crowd, 
Pratt said. And the Woodlands Parkway 
location gets busier during the weekday 
evenings and on weekends with families. 

“It’s a family place,” Pratt said. “Our 
customers feel like they’re at home here.”

DiNiNG

4221 Research Forest Drive
The Woodlands • 281-298-9188

6777 Woodlands Parkway, Ste. 200
The Woodlands • 281-419-5988
www.sakekawa.com
Hours: Mon.–Thu. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.
Fri. 11 a.m.–11 p.m., Sat. noon–11 p.m.
Sun. noon–10 p.m.

Customer favorites
Hibachi meals include soup, salad, shrimp, 
steamed rice and sauteed vegetables

• Hibachi vegetables–$15.95 (dinner)
• Hibachi chicken–$16.95 (dinner)
• Hibachi steak–$21.95
• Hibachi shrimp–$18.95 (dinner)

Bento boxes
Served with soup, salad, California roll, crab 
puff, egg roll and steamed rice 

• Teriyaki Chicken–$16.95 (dinner) 
• Teriyaki Salmon–$18.95 (dinner)
• Shrimp Tempura–$17.95 (dinner)
• Shrimp Sautee–$17.95 (dinner)
•  Teriyaki Beef–$19.95 (dinner)
• Smoked Salmon–$19.95 (dinner)
• Pork Chops–$16.95 (dinner)

Sushi
• Tiger Eye Roll– $7.95 (smoked salmon, 

masago, cream cheese, and jalapeno rolled in 
seaweed paper and soybean paper) 

• Caterpillar Roll–$10.95 (eel and cucumber 
topped with avocado, shrimp and eel sauce) 

• Mexico Roll–$7.95 (crab meat, jalapeno, 
onion and mayo) 

• New York Roll–$11.95 (shrimp tempura and 
cucumber topped with crab meat, mayo and 
chili sauce) 
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By Tamra Santana

Hold your dominant hand as though you are 
going to shake hands with someone. 

Hold the second stick between your thumb 
and forefinger. 

Put your middle finger under the top stick. 

Bend your right finger and little finger, and 
tuck the ring finger under the lower chopstick.

Move the top stick up and down to grip food. 

Put the first chopstick under your thumb, 
resting it on the palm.

HOW  TO  USE  CHOPSTiCKS

1 2

3 4

5 6

Managers Amy Pratt and Marco Wong operate the 
Sakekawa on Research Forest Drive.

Both Woodlands Sakekawa restaurants specialize 
in steak and seafood dishes. 



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com36  FEATURES

H e has become a fixture in the com-
munity since his installation 15 
years ago. The large sculpture of 

a boy in a ball cap, half-submerged in the 
grass median at the intersection of Wood-
lands Parkway and South Panther Creek 
Drive, stares up at the sky. 

“It’s definitely a sign post, mainly because 
it epitomizes the way people feel here,” said 
Tony Motto, owner of SculpTours and author 
of ‘The Woodlands Outdoor Sculptures.’ “It’s 
a place people come to relax to get away from 
the hustle and bustle.”

Motto said “The Dreamer” was installed 
at the intersection in 1989, chosen by The 
Woodlands Development Company’s selec-
tion committee to mark what was the far-
thest western boundary of The Woodlands. 

“Panther Creek had just been incorpo-
rated, and they wanted something that 
showed that this is the outward boundary 
at the time,” Motto said. “They definitely 
wanted it to be highly visible.”

Artist David Phelps, of Oklahoma, 
sculpted the figure from a wax bronze 

‘The Dreamer’
Day-dreaming sculpture 
epitomizes The 
Woodlands since ’89

ART

‘The Dreamer’
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Woodlands Parkway at West Panther 
Creek Drive

“The Dreamer,” a sculpture by Oklahoma artist David Phelps, was installed 15 years ago and is a favorite among Woodlands residents.
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By Matt Stephens

casting. Motto said the sculpture is two 
separate pieces, a trademark of the artist, 
who likes to leave a piece of his artwork 
for viewers to finish themselves. 

“The Dreamer” may be distinctive to 
The Woodlands’ residents, but Motto said 
Phelps constructed two identical struc-
tures that are displayed in Philadelphia, 
Pa. and Santa Fe, N.M. A larger, shirtless 
version of the sculpture is also displayed 
in Oklahoma City, Okla. 

“I always tell people that ours is a 
triplet, but he’s also got an older brother,” 
Motto said. 

The bronze boy has been associated 
with the community for 15 years, but 
Motto said “The Dreamer” was not one 
of the first sculptures selected by the 

Development Company. A concept he 
brought with him from the University of 
Houston, Coulson Tough came up with 
the idea to fund public art projects from 
a small portion of land contracts for large 
developments. The Development Company 
began selecting sculptures and setting 
aside small land contracts for the funding 
of public art in 1974. 

Aside from “The Rise of the Midgard 
Serpent” on Lake Woodlands, Motto said 
he believes “The Dreamer” is perhaps the 
most recognizable. 

“[It’s recognizable] mainly because it’s 
realistic and it’s so unique because it’s 
not all there, but it really is,” Motto said. 
“People find it a lot easier to relate to than 
a lot of the other abstract [sculptures].”

For more information on the sculpture 
or other public art in The Woodlands, 
visit www.woodlandsart.com. For more 
information on artist David Phelps, go to 
www.phelpssculpture.com. 

Hyatt Place Houston – The Woodlands
1909 Research Forest Drive

The Woodlands, Texas, USA, 77380
www.HyattPlaceTheWoodlands.com

Tel: +1 281 298 4600
Fax: +1 281 298 4612 

ENJOY A BRAND-NEW HOSPITALITY EXPERIENCE DESIGNED 
AROUND YOUR EVOLVING TRAVEL NEEDS. 

Research Forest Dr.
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Lake Woodlands

We provide counsel 
and expertise on:
•  Asset Protection

•  Tax and Charitable Planning

•  Trust and Estate Planning

• Family Business Issues with a 

 Focus on Succession Planning, 

 Exit Strategies and Business 

 Transactions

• Probate

• Trust and Estate Litigation

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 200 - The Woodlands, TX 77380 
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

 Steven J. Clausen 
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

*

*

Who do you turn to when you have a family 
business, wealth preservation or tax issue? 

You turn to the expert who has handled these complex 
issues for over twenty-fi ve years as a large fi rm partner 

and as the owner of a boutique fi rm.
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Child advocate volunteers are court-appointed to help speak for abused and neglected children.
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CASA 
Child advocates work for child protection

S omething just seemed not quite 
right. 

It was a sadly routine case of 
sexual abuse, in which the mother of two 
young girls removed from their home 
had seemingly completed all the man-
dated requirements to get them back, 
including having the offender move out.

 Within a month of the girls’ return, 
however, two advocates involved in the 
case had a hunch something was not 
right and took turns driving past the 
home in the evenings. What they discov-
ered was the offender’s vehicle parked in 
the driveway each night.

It was a narrow miss that might have 
been overlooked in any of the countless 
cases moving through the child welfare 
system. But in this one, the child advo-
cates who alerted the system to a poten-
tially disastrous mistake were not social 
workers, but volunteers with CASA Child 
Advocates of Montgomery County, a 
nonprofit organization affiliated with the 
National CASA network. 

“There is no ‘normal,’ just-by-the-book 
case,” said Ann McAlpin, executive 
director of CASA. “There is always some-
thing that will come up and surprise you. 
It really does take decision-making skills 
because things will come up that you 
didn’t expect.”

CASA, or court-appointed special 
advocate, is a program through which 
volunteers are appointed to speak for 
abused and neglected children, inter-
viewing those involved and monitoring 
each case until the child is placed into a 
safe and permanent home. 

The national network has 955 chapters 
in all 50 states. 

The local program serves 84 percent of 
children coming into the child welfare 
system, compared to about 50 percent 
statewide. The group has set even higher 
aspirations for serving its young clients.

“Our goal is to advocate for every child 
in Montgomery County,” said McAlpin, 
who began as a CASA volunteer herself. 
“We are appointed by the court to a case, 
which means we have access to all the 
records. In Montgomery County, we are 
appointed in every case, and if we don’t 
have an advocate, we have to turn down 
that case. Our ability to advocate for 
children is primarily hampered by the 
number of volunteers available.”

Volunteers often recruit new ones 
into the training program. In addition, 
the staff at CASA takes every speak-
ing engagement it can book and sets up 
booths at local festivals. 

Looking for meaningful volunteer 
work after her daughters left for college, 
long-time Montgomery County resident 
Jane Funke was drawn into the program 
after attending its annual gala.

“CASA had always appealed to me, but 
it was a little scary because I didn’t know 
exactly what they did,” she said. “For me, 
the biggest challenge was overcoming the 
feeling that I need people to like me. I’ve 
never been confrontational, but I found 
that it has worked for me to get people to 
talk to each other.”

She also has performed difficult tasks, 
such as submitting a report and testify-
ing in court. But these are tasks made  
easier by genuine and honest efforts to 
help the children she looks after.

“If it’s the truth, it’s not that hard,” she 
said. “And we get excellent training. You 
have to go through the training program 
before you take your first case.”

Now in her fifth year as a volunteer, 
she has represented 25 children in 11 
families. Unlike CPS caseworkers, CASA 
advocates work with one to two cases.

“There is nothing better than helping 
a child who can’t help himself,” Funke 
said. “To advocate for a child who is not 
your own is really special.”

NONPROFiT

About volunteering

Q. How much time does it take?

A. “What we’ll tell you is it will take about 
10 hours a month,” Executive Director Ann 
McAlpin said. “A lot of times, we tell a new 
advocate to only take one case, and after 
three or four months, they figure out that 
they can take another one.” 

Volunteers are asked to commit at least one 
year, since that is the state recommended 
time for a case to be resolved. 

Q. Who can volunteer?

A.  Adults 18 and older who pass a 
background check and complete a required 
training program provided by CASA. 
Volunteers must be willing to learn to do 
basic investigations and speak up for a 
child in court. 

Q. What services do advocates provide?

A. Advocates learn the child’s needs, such 
as medical or counseling services, and 
communicate them in court. They bring any 
service shortcomings to the attention of the 
judge. CASA Child Advocates also partner 
with other agencies to provide experiences 
for children, such as annual picnics, holiday 
parties and tickets to entertainment events. 

CASA information Night

Quick facts

By Nicole Bradford

804

623
84%

302

Children already in CPS custody 
in 2013 in Montgomery County

Children provided with a CASA 
advocate in the county in 2013

of children in the county CPS care 
provided with a CASA advocate

Children entering CPS custody 
during 2013 in the county

Tuesday, March 18, 6–8 p.m.  
Crescent Wine Bar, 440 Rayford Road, Spring  
936-441-5437

Among the events CASA offers is the Kids Superhero 
Fun Run, featuring CASA volunteers. 

 Take an ordinary journey to an extraordinary place!
281.351.8851 • 15635 FM 2920 • Tomball, TX 77377 
Open 7 days a week • www.arborgate.com

The Arbor Gate

Saturday, March 15th • 10am
Landscape Design Short Course
Presented by Gaye Hammond

Wednesday, March 19th • 10am
Spring “Kiki” - Herbal Mocktails
and Appetizers
Presented by Linda Franzo

Thursday, March 20th • 10am
50 Plants You Can’t Live Without
Presented by Dr. David Creech, SFASU

Saturday, March 22nd • 10am
The Southern Heirloom Garden
Presented by Dr. William Welch & Chris 
Wiesinger, Southern Bulb Co.

Thursday, March 27th • 10am 
Roses for Romance, Health & Beauty
Presented by Cynthia Graham - RN, BSN 

Saturday, March 29th • 10am
Energize your Landscape with Feng 
Shui
Presented by Katherine Ashby

Sunday, March 30th • 11am
Delicious Mischief in the Kitchen
Presented by John DeMers

Tuesday, April 1st • 10am
Uniquely Different
Presented by Rand Hopkins, Monrovia

Thursday, April 3rd • 10am
Serene Citrus
Presented by Cynthia Graham - RN, BSN

Saturday, April 5th  • 10am
Tropical Paradise
Presented by Linda Gay

Tuesday April 8th • 10am
Favorite Wildlife-Friendly Natives for 
Every Season
Presented by Diana Foss

More events & details available online

March/April Events
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THE WOODLANDS GOLF  
PERFORMANCE CENTER 

PRESENTS

      3RD ANNUAL  
JUNIOR GOLF EXPO 

MARCH 30, 2014 

LEARN TRAIN COMPETE

» PUTTING STATIONS

» CHIPPING CLINIC

» FULL-SWING LESSON

» US KIDS CLUB-FITTING

» BIG BREAK CHALLENGE

» PGA JUNIOR LEAGUE GOLF  

INFORMATION

» MEET WITH THE SOUTHERN  

TEXAS PGA REPRESENTATIVES

» WARM-UP AND STRETCH  
WITH SHIRLEY

» GETTING GROOVY  
WITH KEDRICK BROWN

» AGILITY, BALANCE AND  
COORDINATION WITH JOELLE

» FUNDAMENTAL SPORTS SKILLS 
WITH FORMER MLB PLAYER,  
KEVIN BEIRNE

LOCATION: CANONGATE AT THE WOODLANDS
DATE: MARCH 30
TIME: 12PM – 3PM
COST: FREE

CONTACT 281-863-1420 OR VISIT  
WWW.CANONGATETEXAS.COM/JUNIOREXPO 2311 NORTH MILLBEND DRIVE | THE WOODLANDS, 77380

((( (((

crime & corruption

arts & antiques

healthcare
business

economy

energy

education

texas
politicstravel

history

sports

food

entertainment

let’s talk!tm

Sam Houston State University

shsu.edu/honors/letstalk  •  936.294.4061  •  letstalk@shsu.edu

YOU’RE INVITED TO A NIGHT OF CONVERSATION...
Thursday, March 20, 2014  •  6:30 p.m.  •  Lowman Student Center Ballroom  •  Huntsville, TX

Eric Justice ’92
Chefs4Kids; Founder & Former 

Executive Chef for Pei Wei Asian 
Diner & PF Chang’s China Bistro
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Alan Benson 
Fire Chief, The Woodlands Fire Department 
By Matt Stephens 

When Alan Benson headed off to col-
lege at Oklahoma State University nearly 
40 years ago, his father, a long-time fire-
fighter, had a piece of advice for his son’s 
career path. 

“When I had the opportunity to go to 
college, he said, ‘Son, don’t be a firefighter. 
I want you to do something different,’” 
Benson said. “Well, here I am.” 

Since becoming the chief of The Wood-
lands Fire Department nine years ago, 
Benson has seen The Woodlands open 
three new fire stations, the Emergency 
Services Center and the renovated Central 
Fire Station on Grogan’s Mill Road. 

He has overseen a fire department that 
has grown from 102 employees to 159 
and recently achieved an ISO 1 rating, a 
mark earned by only 60 fire departments 
nationwide out of more than 58,000. 

“The fire department has come a long 
way,” Benson said. “Certainly they’re not 
my accomplishments. They’re the accom-
plishments of our community leaders 
and, more importantly, the people who 
are members of this fire department.”

Benson said he has been interested in 
fire service since a young age. 

His father, uncle and his father’s cousin 
all served on fire departments, and he 
recalled trips home from the local grocery 
store in Oklahoma City on the back of a 
fire truck. Benson said his father was con-
sidered a “smoke eater” when he served, 
fighting fires in an era where firefighters 
were judged on how far they could enter 
a building and last without a breathing 
apparatus. 

However, Benson’s father dealt with 
health issues early in his life, having open 
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heart surgery at age 38 and dying at 46, 
the same year Benson first joined the 
Oklahoma City Fire Department. 

“I think that kind of instilled in me 
the desire to be a part of the fire service 
that developed smarter firefighters and 
realizing it was a physical job, but it also 
requires a lot of intelligence to do the 
job right,” Benson said. “That gave me 
the motivation to elevate through the 
ranks and finally have the opportunity to 
become the fire chief in Oklahoma City.”

Following college, Benson served with 
the Oklahoma City Fire Department for 
25 years, including three and a half as the 
city’s fire chief. 

However, the pension program in Okla-
homa would not allow him to continue 
serving as a firefighter, which brought 
him to The Woodlands. 

Benson said one of the biggest chal-
lenges in his nine years in The Woodlands 
has been keeping up with the growth. The 
rising population has caused the commu-
nity to add three more fire stations. 

“I’ve been doing construction ever since 
I got here,” Benson said. “Staying up with 
the growth of the community and the 
growth of the fire department has been a 
great opportunity, and it has also been a 
challenge.”

With much of The Woodlands covered 
in trees, the community’s environment 
can be a challenge during periods of 
drought, Benson said. 

However, the community has avoided 
any significant wildfires, even during 
the 2011 drought, which saw the nearby 
tri-county fire engulf much of western 
Montgomery County. 

He attributed the prevention of large 
wildfires to natural barriers within the 
community, mutual aid partnerships and 
efforts by residents to prevent fires from 
spreading.

Benson said The Woodlands has held 

a high standard for fire response, and all 
fire stations are currently meeting the 
standard average of 5-minute response 
times. Although recent traffic congestion 
may have slowed responses in some areas, 
construction does not have a signifi-
cant effect as the department uses other 
resources. 

“We actually respond the closest unit, 
realizing we have some congestion on 
certain areas because of construction,” 
Benson said. “We’ll actually send another 
unit from another direction in case they 
get held up because of traffic. It’s part of 
progress, but we wire around it to the best 
of our ability.”

One of the biggest challenges facing the 
modern fire service is the diversification 
of fire departments, Benson said. 

Firefighters must be trained on how to 
operate technical rescues, such as under-
water, trench rescue or building collapse, 
while also understanding hazardous 
materials, hydraulics, public speaking, 
code enforcement and other issues that 
residents might bring up. 

“I always make a joke that when you 
don’t know who to call, you don’t call the 
‘Ghostbusters,’ you call the fire depart-
ment,” Benson said. “These guys out there 
will do anything they can, even if it’s 
not fire department related, to assist our 
citizens.”

• Construction is expected to begin in 
April on renovations to Fire Station 2 in 
Cochran’s Crossing. 

• The $1.6 million project is scheduled to 
take 8-10 months and expected to be 
complete by February 2015. 

• The city of Shenandoah has approved a 
lease agreement with The Woodlands Fire 
Department that will allow its personnel 
to operate out of the city’s public works 
building for $2,000 per month. 

Fire Station 2 renovations 

• The Woodlands Fire Department recently 
received a Fire Suppression Rating of 1 
from the Insurance Service Office. 

• A score of 1 is the highest ISO rating a fire 
department can achieve. 

• Fewer than 60 communities nationwide 
have earned the rating. 

iSO Rating

34 Years Alan Benson 
has in fire service

159 Employees in the 
department 

8 Fire stations in 
The Woodlands 

Woodlands Fire Department 

of fire departments nationwide 
earning an ISO rating of 1

9
Fire engines 

in the 
department

0.1%
“i think that kind of instilled 

in me the desire to be a part 
of a fire service that devel-
oped smarter firefighters.”
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INITIAL PAYMENT

ANNUAL PAYMENT

iNSiDE iNFORMATiON

When legislation was passed in 2007 establishing the township form of government in 
The Woodlands, so too were agreements with the cities of Conroe and Houston that would 
prevent them from annexing the community.

As part of those agreements, called Regional Participation Agreements, The Woodlands 
Township agreed to make significant financial contributions over the next 30 years to Conroe 
and Houston for construction or improvement projects that are deemed mutually beneficial, 
according to the township. 

Mobility projects, such as 
improvements to highways, 
traffic circulation and transit

Improvements, maintenance, 
and construction of parks and 
greenspaces

Improvements to health care 
treatment facilities, research, 
teaching or educational 
facilities

Under the RPAs, projects deemed mutually beneficial between The Woodlands and 
Houston and Conroe include: 

The Woodlands Township  
Regional Participation Agreements

Compiled by Brian Walzel 

AVOIDING  ANNEXATION

As part of the RPA with the city of Houston, the township 
made an initial payment in 2007 of $16 million.

Of that the $16 Million: 

• $3 million paid for improvements at Lake Houston State Park
• $3 million paid for improvements at MacGregor, Memorial and Hermann Brown parks
• $5 million paid for improved access in and out of the Texas Medical Center at MacGregor 

and Cambridge overpasses
• $5 million paid for improved mobility access from Hardy Toll Road to downtown Houston
 
For its initial contribution to the city of Conroe, the township paid $320,000, which helped 
pay for improvements to the city’s Fire Station No. 4 at I-45 and FM 1488. 

Over the past six years, the township has contributed $57,054 to the city of Conroe. 
However, Sharp said, Conroe has not requested approval of any projects with the money.

Each year, the township contributes 1/16th of 1 percent 
of its sales and uses tax revenue to the cities of Conroe 
and Houston. 

Township financial director Monique Sharp said the amounts contributed to each city are not 
only determined by revenue, but also by how much of The Woodlands’ property lies within 
the respective city’s extraterritorial jurisdiction. 

“The payments the township makes to Conroe are based on sales tax collections only within 
that portion of the Township that is within Conroe’s ETJ,” Sharp said. “Likewise, Houston’s 
payments are based on sales tax collections only within that portion of the township that 
is within Houston’s ETJ. The discrepancy in payments between the two entities is due to 
Houston’s ETJ being much larger than Conroe’s.”

Annual payments to the city of Houston

Throughout the past seven years, The Woodlands Township has funded $21.7 million in 
city of Houston projects

Over the term of the agreement, The Woodlands Township is expected to fund $45 million 
in city of Houston projects. Among those: 

• $20 million will go toward mobility
• $10 million will go toward improved access to the Texas Medical Center
• $15 million will go toward regional park improvements

•  Initial payment: $16 million
•  2008: $467,643
•  2009: $936,921
•  2010: $962,092

•  2011: $1 million
•  2012: $1.2 million
•  2013: $1 million

Improvements and 
construction projects to 
regional water supplies, 
drainage and flood control

Funding public safety 
improvements, including 
law enforcement, fire and 
emergency medical services, 
and homeland security

The Kink Team's 

ANNUAL 
SHRED

DAY 
April 26th
8:00am – 4:00pm 

(or until both trucks are full)

Free to the public! 
Please do not bring hard cover books or 3 ring binders

281-364-4828

Source: The Woodlands Township
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AVOIDING  ANNEXATION
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The Woodlands 
Waterway Arts Festival
Event named among best in nation

In just eight years since its debut in 2006, The Woodlands Waterway Arts Fes-
tival has garnered praise and recognition from the art community and visitors 
alike. Now in its ninth year, the event has been named the No. 1 art festival in 
Texas and No. 3 in the nation by Art Fair Source Book. 

This year’s event is scheduled for April 12 and 13 along The Woodlands Water-
way and at Town Green Park.

“I think that the festival has always been accepted by the community,” said 
Cindy Harden, president of the Waterway Arts Council. “I think we‘ve always 
had a very good reception from day one.”

The Woodlands Waterway Arts Festival was the brain child of Convention 
and Visitors Bureau President Nick Wolda, Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion 
CEO Jerry MacDonald, The Woodlands Development Company co-president 
Alex Sutton and former Woodlands Pavilion CEO David Gottlieb, who all 
conceived of the idea nearly a decade ago.

“We wanted to bring the Waterway to life with events and festivals and activi-
ties, and [the art festival] was one of our very first ones,” Wolda said. “We had 
initially developed a partnership with the Bayou City Festival in Houston and 
once we got to some maturity, we started producing on our own.”

The Woodlands event now attracts more than 18,000 people annually over the 
course of the two-day event as well as about 200 acclaimed artists from around 
the country. The festival also features a variety of food booths, children’s activi-
ties and live music.

An analysis performed by the council reported that the Waterway Arts Festi-
val has an estimated economic impact of about $8.3 million.

“What we have found is that the artists and the patrons both love the environ-
ment of the Waterway,” Wolda said. “They love the hospitality that is given at the 
festival itself.”

By Brian Walzel

CLOSE-UP

April 12, 10 a.m.–7 p.m., April 13, 10 
a.m.–5 p.m., 2099 Lake Robbins Drive
www.woodlandsartsfestival.com

Waterway Arts Festival 1  The art festival was designed to add 
events and attractions to The Woodlands 
Waterway, and it debuted in 2006.

2  The Woodlands festival is ranked as the 
No. 1 art festival in Texas and No. 3 in the na-
tion by Art Fair Source Book.

3  The Woodlands Waterway Arts Festival 
features more than 200 artists as well as a 
featured artist each year.

4  The festival features artists’ demonstra-
tions and activities for children.

5  In addition to a variety of art sellers, the 
festival features a variety of local food and 
drink vendors.

1 2

3

4

5
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F or theater connoisseurs in The 
Woodlands looking for downtown 
theater quality but not wanting to 

make the trip or pay theater prices, Class 
Act Productions has offered community 
theater performed by talented young 
actors from their own community for 16 
years. 

“I think Class Act just has an extremely 
high quality production,” Class Act mar-
keting director Christine Cherry said. “We 
do live music with a live orchestra at all of 
our live productions. The production value 
is as close as you’re going to get to a down-
town quality of theater.”

The nonprofit theater organization 
features young actors primarily from The 
Woodlands area, although the actor base 
has grown to include students from Con-
roe, Spring, Klein, Magnolia and Tomball, 
Cherry said. 

“Shrek: The Musical” just completed its 
run in February, but auditions are upcom-
ing for “Rodgers and Hammerstein’s South 
Pacific” in April. The show is scheduled for 
July 11–13 and 18–20. 

Staged at the Nancy Bock Center for Per-
forming Arts at McCullough Junior High 
School, the theater organization focuses 
primarily on musical performances, 
Cherry said. The group usually performs 
four shows per year, with past produc-
tions including “The Sound of Music,” 
“Best Christmas Pageant Ever,” “Seussical,” 
“Peter Pan” and “How to Succeed in Busi-
ness Without Really Trying.”

“We like to do a mix of classic theater 
pieces that are like Rodgers nand Ham-
merstein, but we also like to do more 
family-oriented shows,” Cherry said. “It’s 
such a great experience for the audience. 
I don’t think anyone who goes to a Class 
Act production would walk away disap-
pointed.”

Although the shows mostly feature local 
student actors, she said the students are 
instructed by veterans of the theater indus-
try and instructors who have worked with 
Class Act for years. The organization was 
originally founded in 1996 by co-founder 
Kathy Goodfellow and Executive Artistic 
Director Keith Brumfield.  

“They formed it because they realized 
there just wasn’t a lot of opportunities 
in The Woodlands to perform theater,” 
Cherry said.

The organization has not only provided 
an outlet for local theater-goers but also for 
student actors. Cherry said thousands of 
students have been part of Class Act over 
the years, and as many as 200 are involved 
with the program at any given time. Both 
of her daughters are part of the program, 
and her daughter Devin, a junior at The 
Woodlands High School, wants to pursue 
theater professionally. 

“I think there’s so many things to be 
gained [from Class Act], [such as] confi-
dence, poise and ability to speak in front 
of people, teamwork and being flexible,” 
Cherry said. 

Class Act Productions
Theater serves student actors, community 

ENTERTAiNMENT

Class Act Productions has been performing plays with local students since 1996. 
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By Matt Stephens 

Class Act Productions

25275 Budde Road, Ste. 25, Spring
www.classactproductions.org

Sawdust Rd. 
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www.WoodlandsArtsFestival.com

Admission: $12 • Weekend Pass: $15
Children 12 & under admitted FREE

Saturday 10 am -7pm Sunday 10 am -5 pm

Over 200 Fine Artists & Craftsmen

Ranked one of the top three fine art shows in the country.

Willsea/O’Brien

Project12:Layout 1 3/3/14 3:08 PM Page 1

Lone Star Ace
lonestarace.com
2111 Rayford Rd.
Spring, TX 77386
(281) 419-2121

Ace of The Woodlands
alspaughs.com

10720 Kuykendahl Rd.
The Woodlands, TX 77381 

(832) 482-3063

$10 OFF
A PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE

Some exclusions apply, see store for details

Coupon expires April 13, 2014
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G eorge Mitchell initiated the 
development of The Woodlands 
Athletic Center as a recreational 

facility to attract new residents to the area 
more than three decades ago. The WAC, 
as it was known, was located in the Vil-
lage of Grogan’s Mill and was a member-
ship-based facility that offered tennis, 
youth activities, swimming and diving to 
residents of The Woodlands. 

However, Mitchell built more than a 
typical recreational center. The athletic 
center featured Olympic-sized swimming 
pools and diving facilities which attracted 
national and international aquatic com-
petitions.

The facility featured a 25-meter indoor 
swimming pool, a 50-meter outdoor pool 
and a diving tank with three platforms—
at 5 meters, 7 meters and 10 meters, all 
regulation Olympic-style and interna-
tional competition distances.

“People would come from all over the 

The Woodlands Athletic Center served as a training site for several U.S. Olympic diving teams.
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world for this facility, competing and 
practicing outdoor among the birds and 
trees,” Woodlands area diving coach 
Kenny Armstrong said. “It was phenom-
enal. It was a great vision.”

Armstrong said swimming competi-
tions are very popular and are typically 
the first sports to sell out at the Olympics, 
and The Woodlands Athletic Center 
attracted many to the area for competi-
tions during the years it was open.

“George Mitchell understood that,” 
Armstrong said. “An international facility 
is very high profile. It’s a mixture of com-
munity service and business.” 

Olympic diving gold medal winner and 
Woodlands resident Laura Wilkinson 
trained there, along with members of 
the U.S. Olympic swimming and diving 
teams throughout the years

Armstrong first saw the facility while 
he was an Olympic diving coach for the 
Canadian team in 1982. 

“I brought my team for a world cham-
pionship event there,” he said. “It was the 
first time I ever saw The Woodlands. And 
I said, ‘One day I’m going to try to train 
at that facility.’ It was the most amazing 
facility I’d ever seen in the world.”

Armstrong, who trained his team at the 
WAC, took divers to the 2000 Olympics, 
where Wilkinson won the gold. He also 
took athletes from his Woodlands team to 
the Olympics in 2004, 2008 and 2012. 

The facility also housed countless youth 
competitions, birthday parties and events.

The facility was sold by The Wood-
lands Development Company and torn 

down four years ago to make way for new 
development. Today, the former site of the 
WAC is home to an apartment complex. 

The Diving Academy must travel to 
Texas A&M to use the diving platforms 
there. Those or the diving platforms at 
University of Houston are now the closest 
to the area. 

“We have no other option now,” 
Armstrong said. “George Mitchell had 
the vision. He had the understanding of 
how important it is to help kids and give 
them an avenue to do these activities. It’s 
a community service type thing. Kids 
need that.”

The Woodlands  
Athletic Center
Popular facility was training home to 
Olympic divers
By Tamra Santana

HISTORY       THE WOOdlandS

* Risk free offer, the aids must be returned within 30 days of delivery if not completely satisfied and 
100% of purchase price will be refunded. Fees may apply for certain finance programs.

A major name brand hearing aid provider wishes to field test a 
remarkable new digital hearing instrument in the area. This offer is free 

of charge* and you are under no obligation.

These revolutionary 100% Digital instruments use the latest technology to comfortably and 
almost invisibly help you hear more clearly. This technology solves the “stopped up ears”, 
and “head in a barrel” sensation some people experience.

If you wish to participate, you will be required to have your hearing tested in our office 
FREE OF CHARGE to determine candidacy and review your results with the hearing 
instruments with our hearing care specialist.

At the end of this evaluation, you may keep your instrument, if you so desire, at a 
tremendous savings for participating in this field test. Special testing will be done to 
determine the increased benefits of this technology. Benefits of hearing aids vary by type 
and degree of hearing loss, noise environment, accuracy of hearing test, and proper fit. 
This is a wonderful opportunity to determine if hearing help is available for your 
hearing loss and get hearing help at a very affordable price.

HEALTH NOTIFICATIONS
Are You Hard Of Hearing?

THIS WEEK ONLY! CALL NOW 
TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS FIELD TEST!

PROMO CODE: 04TL01B       

Conroe/The Woodlands • 8000 SH 242
713-300-0809

For other Houston Locations: Miracle-Ear-Houston.com
PROMO CODE:  04TQ03B

Hearing Notification ad Woodlands 02-26-2014.pdf   1   2/28/14   8:41 AM
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Academic

Class Act Productions 
Class Act Productions provides a Summer 
Stock camp program that allows theater 
students to learn, rehearse and perform a play 
during a two-week period. The 6–10-year-old 
camp offers morning and afternoon sessions 
for their performance of “Aladdin,” while the 
11–16-year-old camp runs all day to learn and 
perform “Seussical Jr.”  
281-292-6779 • www.classactproductions.org
Ages: 6–16
Dates: June 16–28
Cost: $300 (Ages 6-10), $350 (Ages 11–16)
Location: 25275 Budde Road, Spring

Building Brains
Building Brains uses LEGO and K’nex education 
kits to teach math, science and engineering 
skills. Campers build simple machines using 
gears, levers and pulleys, and they learn how to 
make them work. Each camp is one week long.  
888-552-8453 • www.buildingbrains.biz
Ages: 3–12
Dates: Vary from June 10–Aug. 16
Cost: $225 (three-hour session),  
$365 (9 a.m.–3 p.m.)
Location: The Woodlands Park & Rec
5310 Research Forest Drive

Camp Invention 
Programs at Camp Invention offer a variety  
of learning experiences focusing on science and 
nature. Outdoor and gymnasium activities are 
included as well.  
800-968-4332 • www.campinvention.org
Grades: 1–6
Dates: July 28–Aug. 1; 1–6 p.m.
Cost: $245
Location: Christ Church United
6363 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands

Mad Science
Mad Science Summer Camp offers hands-on 
activities and demonstrations geared for students 
in age-appropriate groups. Classes include “How 
Does it Work?,” “Geo-logic,” Red Hot Robots,” 
and “Chemistry Mystery.”

John Cooper School 
1 John Cooper Drive, The Woodlands
713-221-8032 • www.houston.madscience.org
Ages: 6–12

Dates: June 9, 16, 23
Cost: $249–$269

Paddington British School
2010 Sawdust Road, The Woodlands
713-663-7623 • www.houston.madscience.org
Ages: 6–12
Dates: June 9, 16, 23, 30; July 7, 14, 21, 28
Cost: $210–$310

Creekside YMCA
6464 Creekside Forest Drive, The Woodlands
832-698-1283
Ages: 6–12
Dates: June 23, July 21, Aug. 4, 11, 18
Cost: $220, $260

The Woodlands Children’s Museum
The Woodlands Children’s Museum offers 
summer workshops where the curriculum is 
age appropriate, developmentally sound and 
fosters creative thinking. Workshops offered 
for the younger children include art, cultural 
discovery, construction and science concepts. 
Older children can select from pre-engineering 
concepts, strategy and mechanical principles 
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Life is better
powerwith

Up to
10 Year
Warranty

*call for details

713-467-1125 • 281-897-0001 • www.wiredes.com

Having the right generator 
installed in your home is the key 
to an easy mind during any storm 
or power outage. Wired Electrical 
Services will do a turnkey 
installation of your generator.

G E N E R AT O R S   •  A U T O M AT I C  S TA N D B Y  F O R  Y O U R  H O M E  O R  B U S I N E S S

ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
• Panel Upgrades
• New Construction
• Home Inspections
• Troubleshooting

• Remodeling
• Repair & Service
• Structured Wiring
• Landscape LightingMaster #100394 TECL #22809

Electrical Services

FINANCING AVAILABLE

$30
OFF
Your Next 

Service Call
Limited time offer. Limit one 
per address per year. Not to 
be combined with any other 

discount or offer.

• TV Install/ Mounting
• Recessed Lighting
• Home Generators
• Cable/Phone

Electrical Services
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with team building collaboration.  
281-465-0955
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org
Ages: 4–11
Dates: June 9-Aug. 21
Cost: $127–$137
Location: The Woodlands Children’s Museum
4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands 

Language Kids
Language Kids’ theme-based summer camps 
provide children with the opportunity to learn 
another language through fun, interactive games 
and arts and crafts activities in their target 
languages. Languages taught include Spanish, 
French and Mandarin Chinese.
281-565-1388 • www.language-kids.com

Pump It Up
536 Sawdust Road
Ages: 3–12
Dates: July 16–20 (Mandarin Chinese), July 
14–18 (French), July 28–Aug. 1 (Spanish), Aug. 
11–15 (Spanish)
Cost: $135–$189

The Health Museum
The Health Museum offers a variety of summer 
camps this summer for age groups 5–7, 8–10, 
and 11–13. Classes include “Medical Detectives,” 
“Itty Bitty Bodies,” “The Body Shop,” 
“Grossology,” and “No Bones About It.”
713-521-1515 • www.thehealthmuseum.org
Ages: 5–13
Dates: Vary
Cost: $300–$350
Location: 1515 Hermann Drive, Houston

Discovery College
Discovery College offers a wide range 
of programs that are STEM-focused and 
designed to engage campers in areas such as 
science, technology, engineering and math. 
Programs in performing arts and physical 
education are also offered.
Ages: 7-16
Dates: Vary from June through August. 1–5 
p.m.
Cost: sessions start at $89

Lone Star College-Montgomery
3200 College Park Drive, Conroe
936-273-7446
www.lonestar.edu/youthprogram-montgomery

Wonder-Space Tech Camp
Wonder-Space Tech Camp offers a number of 
courses campers can choose from including 
game design, media and graphics, and 
engineering and programming courses. Camps 
are designed so beginners are not lost, but those 
who have attended the camp previously will still 
be challenged.  
281-355-5511 • www.wstechcamp.com

Ages: 7–17 
Dates: Vary June 2–Aug. 22
Cost: Costs range from $375–$1,250 
Location: Main Event
19441 I-45 S., Shenandoah

General 
Camps

Pinebrook Farms Horsemanship Camp
Pinebrook Farms Horsemanship Camp offers 
lessons on how to ride and care for horses as 
well as swimming, crafts, games and sports. 
Sessions can be co-ed or girls only and cater to 
all experience levels. Campers can sign up for a 
resident session that runs Sunday to Saturday or 
for a day-camp session from 8 a.m.–5 p.m.  
281-356-3441 • www.pinebrook-farms.com
Ages: 7–15
Dates: Vary from June 11–July 26
Cost: $850 (resident camp), $550 (day camp 
session)
Location: Pinebrook Farms,
611 Virgie Community Road, Magnolia 

iKids 
The iKids summer camp experience involves 
activities that train campers in computer and 
technology skills, while also helping improve self-
confidence and teamwork.  
713-665-5200 • www.ikidsinc.com
Ages: 3–7 (little iKids), 7–12 (big iKids)
Dates: Vary from June 16–July 31 (little iKids), 
June 16–July 24 (big iKids)
Cost: Costs vary
Location: The Woodlands Recreation Center 
5310 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands 
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281-367-4814 • elderautomotive.com
27493 Hanna Rd., Ste. #5 Oak Ridge North 77385

$20 off $100

$50 off $500

or $100 off $1000
With coupon only. Coupon has 

no cash value. Expires 04/13/2014
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Sea Camp
Camps offer exploration of shipwrecks, marine 
ecosystems, coastal photography, camping 
and more. Career oriented camps cover marine 
biology, veterinary medicine and marine 
science. Weeklong overnight camps are for 
ages 10–18 only. A day camp is available for 
children ages 6–11.  
409-740-4525 • www.tamug.edu/seacamp
Ages: 6–18
Dates: Vary by camp from June 8–Aug. 9
Cost: May vary between $850–$950 per week
Location: Texas A&M University at Galveston
1001 Texas Clipper Road, Galveston

Summer of Leaders
Campers can attend a variety of camps ranging 
from activity-based camps such as Culinary Arts 
to educational camps such as Goin’ Green and 
iDig Dinosaurs as well as creative camps such as 
Inventor’s Workshop. 832-559-8710
www.ylcampus.com

Ages: 4–11
Dates: 7 a.m.–6 p.m., June 9–Aug. 22
Cost: $60 per day, $200 per week
Location: Young Leaders Vintage Park
106 Vintage Park Blvd., Ste. E, Houston 

Houston SPCA Critter Camp
Campers spend time with shelter dogs, cats and 
farm animals and learn how to care for them as 
well as participate in animal themed crafts, games 
and other activities.  
713-869-7722 • www.houstonspca.org
Grades: 3-10 
Dates: Vary from June 2–Aug. 15
Cost: starts at $275
Location: Houston SPCA
900 Portway Drive, Houston 

Overnight 
Camps

Camp Allen
The overnight summer camp program at Camp 
Allen is one of the largest programs in the 
Episcopal Church. The campgrounds extend to 
950 acres. Activities range from horseback riding 

to canoeing to environmental education. 
936-825-7175 • www.campallen.org
Ages: Third–12th grade
Dates: June 8–Aug. 14
Cost: $540 per week
Location: Camp Allen Conference and Retreat 
Center, 18800 FM 362. Navasota 

Camp Blessing Texas
Camp Blessing is a five-day camp for kids with 
special needs or disabilities. Each camper has 
his or her own counselor. Activities include 
archery, canoeing, arts and crafts, music, sports 
and water games. There is a theme party each 
evening. Camps last from Tuesday through 
Saturday. 713-724-0021, www.campblessing.org
Ages: 7+
Dates: Vary from June to July
Cost: $545
Location: varies

Carolina Creek
Carolina Creek Christian Camps are divided into 
two camps for younger and older children. The 
camp for younger children offers creek rides, a 
waterpark and outdoor activities. Older campers 
can participate in archery, riflery, kayaking and a 
water zipline. Christian teachings are incorporated 
in activities.  
936-594-4446 • www.carolinacreek.org
Cost: Prices vary
Location: Carolina Creek Christian Camp
84 Wimbley Lane, Huntsville 
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501 Sawdust Rd. 77380,• 281-298-5105
12:00 pm to 12:00 am Tuesday- Sunday

www.Woodlandslan.com

Our LAN center is made by GAMERS for GAMERS. 
We play WOW, League of Legends, Counter Strike : GO 

and much more. 
Come join our community of Gamers Now!

$10 Dollars off a membership

GameStyleZ LAN center

LOCK-IN’S ON THE WEEKENDS FROM 8 PM TO 8AM

Tournaments 
Birthday Parties 

Bring 3 or more friends and get discounts on hours
We take any requests for new games into consideration

S ZZ LLANS ZZ LLLAN

$10 Dollars off a membership$10 Dollars off a membership

March 22, 2014 • 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Lone Star College-Montgomery

Hands-on Clinics,
Live Demonstrations

& A Family Adventure 
Zone for the kids!

Play for a day. Learn for a lifetime.
Calling all nature lovers 

& outdoors enthusiasts!

Come learn 
about the land on 
which you live — 
and how to take 

care of it! 

expo.tamu.edu
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Camp Olympia
Camp Olympia has been an active camp in Texas 
since 1968 and is located on Lake Livingston in 
Trinity. The camp offers individualized scheduling 
of more than 40 activities and focuses on building 
character and values. Children learn responsibility 
and cooperation while gaining independence and 
self-esteem.  
936-594-2541 • www.campolympia.com
Ages: 7–16 
Dates: June 8–June 21 (term 1), June 22–July 
12 (term 2), July 13–Aug. 2 (term 3), Aug. 3–Aug. 
16 (term 4)
Cost: $300 non-refundable deposit to reserve a 
space, $3,095 (two-week terms), $4,095 (three-
week terms)
Location: Camp Olympia
723 Olympia Drive, Trinity 

Frontier Camp
Frontier Camp is a co-ed non-denominational 
Christian youth summer camp located in East 
Texas for kids and teens. The camp is designed 
to couple exciting recreational fun with an 
atmosphere where Christianity is taught in word 
and action by a committed staff. 
936-544-3206 • www.frontiercamp.org
Ages: 7–17
Dates: Vary from June 1–Aug. 9
Cost: $700–$750 
Location: 131 Frontier Camp Road, Grapeland 

sports
Alodia Sports Academy Summer 
Basketball Camps
Alodia Sports Academy offers a variety of camps 
focusing on basketball that cover working 
out, team play, shooting, fundamentals and 
competitions. 281-255-2552
www.alodia-basketball-training.com/camps-2
Grades: K–12
Dates: vary
Cost: Costs vary
Location: varies

Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
Texas Motocross Camp
Professional riders and trainers in the motocross 
industry lead a motocross camp for people of all 
experience levels. There are separate camps for 
children and adults, both overnight camps. 
Ages: 5+
Dates: June 30–July 3
Cost: $550 with a required non-refundable deposit 
of $75. 936-321-8725, www.fcacamps.org
Location: Three Palms Action Sports Park
15100 I-45 S., Conroe

Legends Sports Complex
Camps cover a wide range of sports, including 
soccer, football, baseball, basketball and 
volleyball. Each camp lasts one five-day week. 
Specialty camps for skill development are 
available for basketball and football.  
281-298-5700 
www.thelegendssportscomplex.com
Ages: 5–13
Dates: Vary from June 2–Aug. 22
Cost: starts at $99
Location: The Legends Sports Complex 
602 Pruitt Road, The Woodlands

Woodlands Fencing Academy
The Woodlands Fencing Academy’s co-ed summer 
camp offers programs to teach young fencers the 
sport of epee fencing, safety, agility conditioning, 
footwork, blade work, target practice, drills and 
competitive matches. There are 25 openings per 
camp. Equipment is provided. 832-482-3138
www.woodlandsfencingacademy.com
Ages: 9–12
Dates: July 14–18, 21–25; Aug. 18–22
Cost: Costs vary
Location: The Woodlands Fencing Academy
2227 Golden Road, Ste. A, The Woodlands
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Although Community Impact Newspaper attempted to include 
all locally operated summer camps in The Woodlands area, 
this list is not intended to be comprehensive.

800 PEAKWOOD, SUITE 2E
HOUSTON, TX, 77090

Your multi-specialty care solution in ONE location!

TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT call 281-377-1000 or go to 
northhoustonspecialtyphysicians.com

CUIE QIU, M.D., PH.D.
NEUROLOGIST

VINCENT TALOSIG, M.D.
PAIN MANAGEMENT, PHYSICAL MEDICINE

& REHABILITATION SPECIALIST

DR. TALOSIG IS ALSO AVAILABLE AT:
20423 KUYKENDAHL RD

SPRING, TX 77379

See our process at  www.AmericanRugCleaning.com

Celebrating 20 years, a ProSteem Company

281-255-0024
21 2  E .  M A I N  S T.  TOMBALL ,  TX 77375
www.AmericanRugCleaning.com

RUG CLEANING  
RUG REPAIR 

PET ODOR REMOVAL
PROTECTIVE COATING 
CUSTOM FIT RUG PAD 

MOTH GUARD
Cannot be combined with other offers. 

Call for information. 281-255-0024. Expires 4/15/14

2 0 %  C a s h  &  C a r r y
D i s c o u n t

R U G   C L E A N I N G

Restrictions apply.  Expires 4/15/14

free
pick up and  delivery

call for details

A ProSteem Company

WE CLEAN ORIENTAL RUGS

 Other services available: carpet cleaning - tile cleaning - upholstery cleaning

“Spot” leaves spots....let 
us clean your oriental rug
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For more information contact Ashley Byers at 281-363-8110 
or ashley.byers@woodlandschamber.org

COMMUNITY JOB FAIR
April 10, 2014  l  11:00 am–4:00 pm

EXCLUSIVE SPONSOR 
OPPORTUNITY

PRESENTING UNDERWRITER - $1,500

• Banner at event
• Company logo on all print materials  
 including registration forms, event  
 program, fl yers, press releases, 
 Business Today magazine, Company 
 logo and link to website on Chamber 
 website;
• Double booth, two 6’ skirted tables and 
 four (4) chair; Free WiFi internet. 
 Limited space available. 
 First come, fi rst serve basis.

Annual Community Job Fair on Thursday, April 10, 2014
• Have a chance to meet potential employers with viable 
  employment opportunities in  Montgomery County and 
  surrounding areas.
• The upcoming Job Fair will give job seekers a chance to meet   
  with multiple employers in the same day and explore career 
  options that range from full-time to part-time employment.
• Free Resume Writing Services and Mini-Seminars 
  will be provided! 
  How to Write A Great Resume, Interview Preparation, 
  Dress for Success, 
  Negotiating Your Salary and Networking
• A Full list of participating employers and job openings can 
  be found at
  https://sites.google.com/a/woodlandschamber.org/job-fair/
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CORRiDOR

281-292-2583
www.bluemugcafe.com 

Spotlight
Blue Mug Cafe 

Spotlight
Pilates of The Woodlands 

Blue Mag Cafe opened in March of 
last year, providing an upscale, casual 
restaurant with a varied food and drink 
menu. The restaurant serves breakfast, 
lunch and dinner items from pancakes 
and omelets to burgers, sandwiches, 
soups, salads, pasta dishes and hearty 
entrees. The eatery also serves several 
dessert items. Blue Mug Cafe offers 10 
beers on tap and 135 types of wine, 115 
of which can be purchased by the glass. 
Since opening last year, the restaurant 
has begun offering events, including beer 
and wine tastings, while also providing 
catering options.

Pilates Place of The Woodlands offers a 
variety of Pilates classes, including an 
introductory course, private and semi-
private Pilates, an advanced Pilates boot 
camp course and a group reformer class 
that features up to eight students. The 
studio offers spa services, such as mas-
sages and facials, as well as workshops 
and other small classes for students of all 
levels, including yoga, Nia, Feldenkrais 
and wellness. An official teacher training 
center, Pilates Place of The Woodlands 
also provides a training program for 
Pilates enthusiasts hoping to become 
certified as instructors. 

A spotlight on independently owned businesses and 
a comprehensive listing of businesses within College 
Park Plaza
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281-419-3131
www.pilatesplaceofthewoodlands.com

Additional businesses within Colonnade Shopping Center

Compiled by Matt Stephens

Beauty

J. Thompson Salons 
832-585-0444
www.jthompsonsalons.com

Dining

Hummingbird Tea Room 
281-419-8362
www.hummingbirdtearoom.com

Mama Mia Italiana’s 
281-419-7662
www.mamamiaitalianas.com 

Services

Bear Branch Animal Hospital 
281-292-5000
www.bearbranchanimalhospital.com

Bear Branch Family Dentistry 
281-419-2327
www.bearbranchdental.com

Lake Houston Performing Arts 
Center Dance 
281-419-1465
www.lhpac.com 

Maximum Athletic Center 
281-419-3547 
www.maximumathletics.net 

Miller’s Black Belt Academy 
936-321-8844
www.mastermiller.com

School of Rock 
832-585-0442
www.thewoodlands.schoolofrock.com

Timewise Food Store,  
Exxon gas station
10190 Woodlands Parkway 
281-298-9313
www.landmarkindustries.com

Woodlands Pkwy. 

2978

Colonnade Shopping Center 
30420 FM 2978 
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NEWS

REGiONAL
Abridged stories from our Houston metro editions

Tomball, Magnolia see 
surge in apartment 
complexes

Rodeo makes its return to Houston

Retail growth on the 
rise in Magnolia

TOMbAll AnD MAgnOlIA The 
number of apartments in Tomball 
and Magnolia has increased nearly 
50 percent in the last two years as 
developers build new apartment com-
munities to keep up with demand.

There are 3,750 apartments in the area 
now, compared with 2,500 two years 
ago, said Bruce McClenny, president 
of Apartment Data Services in Hous-
ton, which analyzes apartment trends 
throughout the region. 

The apartment boom in Tomball 
and Magnolia is attributed to the area’s 
explosive population growth during the 
last decade, which has led to a shortage 
of alternative housing options, he said. 
Energy companies moving to the area, 
such as Baker Hughes and Noble Energy, 
have also fueled growth. 

“It’s not hard to see that when you drive 

down about any freeway or road—2920, 
2978, 249—you see buildings going up, 
expansions, corporate relocations from 
other parts of the nation to this region,” 
said Bruce Hillegeist, president of the 
Greater Tomball Area Chamber of Com-
merce. “There are 1,100 people that move 
to Texas every day. It’s said 70 percent 
move to the Houston region and 40 
percent of that 70 percent are moving to 
the northern region, including northwest 
Harris County and Montgomery County.”
Full story by Tamra Santana

HOUSTOn Every year, millions of 
Houstonians don cowboy boots and hats 
in preparation for the Houston Live-
stock Show and Rodeo, an 84-year-old 
tradition combining agriculture and 
entertainment. The rodeo, which this 
year runs from March 4–23, brings in an 
annual economic footprint of more than 
$475 million, with 2013 total attendance 
numbers topping 2.5 million people. 

“It has a tremendous impact on not just 
the city, but the entire Houston region,” 
HLSR president and CEO Joel Cowley said. 
“It’s like having a Super Bowl every year.”  

The HLSR is not soley an entertainment 
driven event, as more than $23 million 
in college scholarships will be awarded 
to high school students this year. In 2013, 
50 Cy-Fair ISD students earned four-year, 
$18,000 scholarships from the rodeo, 
claiming the second-largest total among 
Houston-area districts. 

“In the case of the [Houston-metro] 
scholarships, we look at academics in 
terms of both classroom performance 

and standardized test performance, 
along with community involvement,” 
Cowley said. “We try and find well-
rounded students who we think will suc-
ceed in their next level of education.” 

Cy-Fair ISD high school students 
participate in various competitions at the 
HLSR such as breeding heifers, showing 
chickens, meat judging and the tour-
guiding competition. Participating in 
these events has made a world of differ-
ence for some students, said T.J. Palisin, 
agriculture science instructor at Cypress 
Ranch High School. 

“It makes a difference in their lives by 
teaching them more responsibility,” he 
said. “You have to take care of your ani-
mal two-plus times a day for two to three 
hours per day.”

Students from CFISD also participate 
in the tour-guiding competition, which 
helps teach younger students about 
agriculture. 
Full story by Marie Leonard

MAgnOlIA Retail growth in the city 
of Magnolia is rising, as the city has a 92 
percent retail occupancy rate within the 
city limits and plenty of undeveloped 
land allowing for future developments 
and growth. Despite being behind the 
growth curve of surrounding cities, such 
as Tomball and The Woodlands, Mag-
nolia officials are anticipating significant 
growth in the area once road projects are 
completed and more homes are built. 
That, paired with significant interest in the 

city from a number of developers, makes 
Magnolia a prime location for continued 
retail development, city officials said.  

“I have had more developers come and 
talk to me in the last three months than I 
have in the last four years,” Magnolia City 
Administrator Paul Mendes said. “The 
growth is coming and all they are waiting 
on is the roads.”

Within the city limits of Magnolia 
there is a total of 298,976 square feet of 
retail space, according to the Montgom-
ery County Central Appraisal District. 
Of that, 245,762 square feet is currently 
under lease, leaving 53,214 square feet 
available. However, Tana Ross, economic 

development coordinator for Magnolia, 
said that 10 percent, or roughly 30,000 
square feet, has to be added to current 
leased space to account for space occu-
pied by utilities, which leaves only 23,214 
square feet available for lease within the 
city limits, or roughly 8 percent. Ross said 
all non-residential areas within the city 
limits were counted as part of the total 
square footage, which includes retail, 
office and warehouse space. 

“We saw some vacant places for quite 
a while, and we are just not seeing that 
now,” Ross said. 
Full story by David Pollan
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Retail gROWTH in Magnolia

92% occupied
retail space
275,762 sq. ft.

8% unoccupied
retail space

23,214 sq. ft.

Research conducted by the city of Magnolia shows that 
of all the available square footage within the city limits 
that can be used for retail or office space, 92 percent is 
being occupied.

245,762  sq. ft.  
leased space

30,000 sq. ft. of  
utilities space

Source: Tana Ross, Magnolia Economic Development Coordinator

total sq. ft. of 
retail space

298,976

1202 N. Millbend The Woodlands, Texas 77380
281-292-8858  l  www.twcc.org

“SUNDAYS @ 7” 

The Woodlands
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

(Disciples of Christ)

“SUNDAYS @ 7” 
FREE Concert

Starring Concert Pianist 
AVGUSTE ANTONOV

Sunday March 30, 2014 @ 7PM
Love offering to benefi t 

THE TWCC OUTREACH FOOD MINISTRY

4775 W Panther Creek Drive, Suite 430
The Woodlands, TX 77381
(281) 298-5688 • sushiamashouston.com

• Cooking classes held on the second and 
 fourth Saturday of every month
• 11am–2pm with lunch included
• Tickets are $45 per person
• Limited availability - 15 tickets sold per class

4775 W Panther Creek Drive, Suite 430
The Woodlands, TX 77381
(281) 298-5688 • sushiamashouston.com

APRIL 12th & 26th
Traditional Japanese Cooking Class

MAY10th & 24th
Sushi Cooking Class

CALL TO REGISTER

COOKING CLASSES
• Cooking classes held on the second and 
 fourth Saturday of every month
• 11am–2pm with lunch included
• Tickets are $45 per person
• Limited availability - 15 tickets sold per class
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NEWS

Full stories online at impactnews.com

Harris County considers 
tighter rules on panhandling 
in unincorporated area

METRO adds new rail line, two 
more to be finished in 2014

Smoking bans become 
more popular among Cy-Fair 
businesses

HOUSTOn Changes to panhandling could be on 
the way in Harris County as Commissioners Court 
received a report in late January on proposed changes 
to solicitation in unincorporated Harris County. 

The report calls for stopping all solicitation in lanes of 
traffic, citing safety issues as the main concern, but the 
job of enforcing the law—which would be up to patrol 
officers—is also an issue for one county commissioner. 

“There is definitely a safety issue, but there’s a lot 
of folks who believe some of the panhandlers have 
become aggressive and are complaining to police,” 
Precinct 3 Commissioner Steve Radack said. “I believe 
those concerns are valid, but how do you allow some 
people to solicit in the street and some not?”

Typically, before the county can pass a regulation, 
the state Legislature must first pass a law. In this case, 
a section of the transportation code instead allows 
county government to regulate solicitation. 
Full story by Marie Leonard

HOUSTOn The Metropolitan Transit Authority of 
Harris County unveiled the newest addition to its 
light rail system in December. The North Line—a 
5.3-mile track with eight stations—extends the exist-
ing 7.5-mile Main Street Red Line from the Univer-
sity of Houston to the Northline Transit Center.

The line is a welcomed addition to a system that 
serves 37,000 riders per day and has not seen an 
expansion in a decade, METRO President and CEO 
Tom Lambert said.

“The feedback we’re getting through comments and 
emails has been very pleasing from the community,” 
he said. “We’re seeing them embracing this as another 
transportation choice. People like being able to walk out, 
get on the train and go to a meeting or community event 
without having to worry about driving and traffic.”

The North Line opened with a ribbon cutting Dec. 
21, during which Houstonians were invited to come out 
and ride for free. The line cost $756 million to con-
struct, with $450 million coming from federal sources.  
Full story by Marie Leonard

CY-FAIR Despite little action at the state level 
when it comes to enforcing smoke-free policies at 
businesses and restaurants, several business own-
ers in Harris County have recently passed or are 
making plans to adopt smoke-free policies.

Efforts were made to adopt a statewide smoking ban 
extending to public places and indoor worksites in 
each of the past four legislative sessions. Each time, the 
measure was defeated. Business owners and managers 
like Mike Nelson with Copperfield Bowl said they are 
tired of waiting for state legislators to pass a ban. Nelson 
has moved forward with plans to launch his own no-
smoking policy for the bowling alley, which he said will 
be put into effect starting in September.

“We announced it last year so we could give our 
clients plenty of notice,” Nelson said. “We believe going 
smoke-free fits better with the family-friendly atmo-
sphere we want to create. We don’t expect to lose much 
business over it.”
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

Now Open 
TOMbAll Tomball Pharmacy 
opened in January in the Four Corners 
Shopping Center at 28455 Business 
249, Tomball. The pharmacy offers 
delivery. 832-843-7105.

TOMbAll Red Wing Shoes opened 
in February at 14021 FM 2920, Tomball, 
in the Four Corners Shopping Center. 
The retail store primarily sells work and 
safety boots, and it also sells hunting 
boots, waterproof boots and dress 
boots for men and women. The store 
offers foot measurements to ensure the 
best fit and also sells orthotics.  
281-255-0291.  
www.redwingshoes.com

TOMbAll Rose B vintage 
hospitality venue is now open 
at 29103 FM 2978, Magnolia. The 
facility offers space for private 
events, including birthday parties, 
anniversaries and vintage tea parties 
for all ages. The venue also has 
in-house catering. Rosie B events and 
catering offers events for up to 50 
people. The business is family-owned 
and operated. 281-259-8180.  
www.rosiebvintage.com

CY-FAIR Motorcycle repair shop 
Monster Performance Cycles 
opened Feb. 5 at 16326 Mueschke 
Road, Ste. E15. The shop offers 

full-service repairs as well as custom 
fabrication, aftermarket parts and 
performance upgrades. Technicians 
specialize in Harley Davidson repairs. 
281-758-2622.  
www.monsterperformancecycles.com

Coming Soon
TOMbAll Balmorhea, a new events 
facility, will open in May at 33400 
Wright Road, Magnolia. The facility, 
owned by Lisa and Rick Carswell, 
is available for weddings, corporate 
meetings, reunions and parties.  
281-356-2305.

CY-FAIR Senior living community 
Villages at Cypress expects to be 
open for residents to move in May. 
Located off Huffmeister Road at 11821 
Cypress Corner Lane, the independent 
living community is for income-
qualified adults age 55 or above and 
features a pool, library and movie 
theater, among other amenities.  
866-412-6164.

CY-FAIR Discount grocery store 
Aldi is expanding its reach in Houston 
with a new store under construction 
at Jones and West roads. Aldi offers 
a variety of fresh meats and produce, 
along with wine and beer. www.aldi.us
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Free Solar A�  c Fan 
When you buy a 4kw or larger system from us. Expires 5/31/14.

Managed by a NABCEP Cer	 fi ed PV Installa	 on Professional

Do you know?
• Electric companies can buy your excess power
• Recent Texas state legislation prohibits HOA’s 
 imposing restrictions on roof top solar panels
• You can enjoy Federal income tax CREDIT of 30% 
 of installed cost of solar energy systems

Use Solar and save $1000s on 
electricity over the life of your home

We design, procure, install & 
maintain solar energy systems

Managed by a NABCEP Cer	 fi ed PV Installa	 on Professional
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construction industry have hin-
dered developers to keep up with 
the 140,000 new people moving 
annually to the Greater Houston 
area, Welbes said. 

New home supply has not 
met the demand for potential 
homebuyers since 2009, Welbes 
said, with the demand grow-
ing exponentially each year as 
it outpaces new inventory. Only 
an estimated 27,000 homes are 
expected to be constructed in the 
Greater Houston area in 2014 to 
meet the growing demand of as 
many as 77,000 potential buyers, 
he said. 

The Woodlands 
About 2,000 homes remain to 

be constructed in the Village of 
Creekside Park and another 400–
600 higher-density single-family 
residences are planned for Town 
Center, Welbes said. In a year, 
developers are providing less than 
a one-month supply of homes less 
than $400,000 to meet the current 
demand in The Woodlands.  

Bruce Tough, chairman of The 
Woodlands Township board of 
directors, credited ExxonMobil’s 
relocation and the expansion 
of other businesses within The 
Woodlands, such as Anadarko 
and CB&I, with creating job 
opportunities to increase the 
demand for residential develop-
ment in The Woodlands area. 
Tough said the community’s 
amenities may also play a role in 
increasing home values, includ-
ing parks, public safety, shop-
ping, the trees and Conroe ISD. 

“It makes The Woodlands an 
extremely attractive location,” 
Tough said. “And you’re going 
to see the home values increas-
ing even more, because with the 
limited amount of inventory, the 
home prices are going to go up 

Home values
Continued from | 1

because there’s not that many 
homes left to build.”

Older villages in The Wood-
lands, such as Grogan’s Mill, 
continue to see redevelopment, 
Tough said. 

“There’s no one moving from 
The Woodlands, and everyone is 
trying to move in,” he said. 

Welbes said existing home 
prices in the region will continue 
to rise as the community reaches 
build-out. He said there appears 
to be no end in the foreseeable 
future to the rise of home values 
unless mortgages rise to interest 
rates that first-time homebuyers 
can no longer afford. 

Surrounding communities
Although The Woodlands has 

seen significant development 
and an influx of new businesses 
in the area, Castleschouldt said 
this growth has had a ripple 
effect on the rest of the region, as 
other communities across south 
Montgomery County have expe-
rienced higher home values in 
recent years. 

No community has seen a 
greater increase in home values 
than Shenandoah, where the 
average home value has risen 
24.6 percent since 2009. Shenan-
doah City Administrator Greg 
Smith said as many as 100–150 

new homes have been built dur-
ing that time, with development 
picking up during the last 24–30 
months. He said Tuscany Woods 
and Malaga Forest had just begun 
construction, while Marion, Lily, 
The Reserve at Grogan’s Mill 
and Boulevard Green have been 
announced over that time. 

“It’s continuing to go at a very 
fast pace,” Smith said. “I certainly 
think the demand is driving the 
development. I also think it’s 
driving some of the values.”

Although he credited the city’s 
location and the housing demand 
for the rise in home values, he 
also cited the city’s infrastructure 

improvements made over the last 
five years, the quality of services 
offered by the city and the low 
property tax rate. 

The Rayford Road corridor in 
Spring has also seen an increase 
in home values, which have risen 
5.3 percent throughout the past 
five years, according to MCAD. 
Paul Cote, Realtor and presi-
dent of the Rayford Road Civic 
Association, said several new 
developments have begun dur-
ing that time, including Legends 
Trace, the Falls at Imperial Oaks 
and the Harmony subdivision, 
while new homes are being con-
structed behind Legends Ranch 

THE  WOODLANDS  HOME  VALUE

AVERAGE  HOME  VALUES
The following chart shows the average home values appraised by the Montgomery Central 
Appraisal District over the last five years in south Montgomery County. 
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Property  Tax  Rates  
The following chart shows the property tax rates for all three south 
Montgomery County communities over the last five years. 
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and within Bender’s Landing. 
The Woodlands’ amenities 

benefit the Rayford Road corri-
dor, Cote said, although home-
buyers can get more value east of 
I-45. 

Cote said area residents are tak-
ing advantage of a seller’s market. 

“I’m finding a lot of people 
who are in the process of upsiz-
ing or downsizing their homes,” 
Cote said. “They’re in a position 
to make a little money on their 
home, and they can make a big 
move without it being a big loss 
for them.”

Although home values are on 
the rise, they fell in Oak Ridge 

North by an average of 4.3 per-
cent in 2013 after four consecu-
tive years of increased appraisals. 

City Manager Vicky Rudy 
called the drop a “bump in the 
market,” and said existing homes 
in the community have been 
selling better since 2013. Rudy 
said foreclosures may have had 
an effect, although the city and 
appraisal district do not keep 
track of foreclosures. 

“One or two foreclosures is not 
going to tip a market, but when 
you have a substantial amount of 
foreclosures in a small, specified 
area, it can definitely affect mar-
ket value,” Castleschouldt said. 

There are no new subdivisions 
on the horizon for Oak Ridge 
North as the city is mostly built 
out, Rudy said. However, she 
said, there is some redevelop-
ment as homeowners of older 
homes sell their property and 
larger lots are split into smaller 
lots for homebuilders. She said 
the few existing homes in the 
market are selling well. 

“I do know that houses are 
going on the market and being 
sold fairly quickly,” Rudy said. 

Property tax rates
Rising home values can lead to 

property owners spending more 

money on property taxes every 
year, but local municipalities have 
cut property tax rates since 20009, 
including a 3.4-cent decrease in 
The Woodlands, a 6.2-cent drop 
in Shenandoah and an 11.5-cent 
drop in Oak Ridge North. 

Unlike Oak Ridge North, 
Shenandoah and The Woodlands 
receive the majority of their rev-
enue from sales tax, meaning they 
have significantly lower property 
tax rates than Oak Ridge North.

“Do I share a property owner’s 
concern that his values rise and 
his taxes go up? Of course,” Cas-
tleschouldt said. “We do the val-
ues. Your taxing entities are the 

ones out there setting the bud-
gets and spending the dollars. 
Are they being good stewards of 
the money, so to speak.”

Despite a drop in the average 
home value in Oak Ridge North 
last year, Rudy said the city saw 
an 8 percent increase in prop-
erty tax revenue thanks to new 
commercial development that 
allowed the city to lower the 
property tax rate 5 cents. 

“The whole reason we do eco-
nomic development is to bring 
value to the city, so that it can off-
set the tax rate,” Rudy said. “You 
can improve your quality of life 
without raising your tax rate.”

If property owners feel their 
property has been appraised too 
high or too low, Castleschouldt 
said, they can appeal to MCAD 
after receiving their notice. Prop-
erty owners can protest the mar-
ket value of their homes, whether 
their homes are being appraised 
fairly and equally with simi-
lar properties, the denial of an 
exemption or the ownership of 
the property.

“You get the opportunity to 
come in and say, ‘Well, you may 
not have been aware of this 
physical problem my property 
has or this functional problem 
my property has, or here’s some 
additional information you may 
not have gotten your hands on,’” 
he said. “Property owners have 
the opportunity to be a part of 
the process.”

 Existing  Home  Sales  
This graphic shows the number of existing homes sold in 
Montgomery County over the last five years, indicating 
an improvement in a housing market that was hurt 
following the economic recession in 2008 and the fallout 
of the subprime mortgage crisis. 

Montgomery County South Montgomery County*

*MLS 15, which includes The Woodlands, Oak Ridge North, Shenandoah, and 
portions of the Rayford Road corridor
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“For values to increase, somebody has 
to want it. You have to follow the old 
rule of economics. It’s really a supply 
and demand type situation. If you want 
a house and there’s a limited supply, 
then prices are going to go up.”

—Mark Castleschouldt, Montgomery County Chief appraiser

Average  Price  of 
Existing  Homes  Sold 
The average sale price of homes in 
Montgomery County has increased 
by 15 percent since 2009.
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Average  Days  on  Market 
The following shows the average days homes are on the 
market in Montgomery County before being sold from 2009-13.
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among geographic regions.
Tim Hjort lives in May Valley in the Vil-

lage of Sterling Ridge and has AT&T as his 
cell phone service provider. Hjort said he 
often has to go outside to make a phone call.

Natalia Arjona lives in Sterling Ridge and 
is a Realtor for ReMax in The Woodlands. 
She also said she has experienced poor cel-
lular coverage, particularly when showing 
homes in the area.

“[Coverage] in Carlton Woods is hor-
rible,” she said. “It’s known for having cell 
problems.”

Bruce Tough, chairman of The Wood-
lands Township, said there are also coverage 
issues in and around Town Center.

“There are spots in Town Center in the 
Waterway area which are drop spots,” he 
said. “Somehow it’s difficult to get service 
there. That is one area that does not have 
coverage that we can certainly look at.”

AT&T spokeswoman Lisa Glass said her 
company is actively exploring options to 
improve its service in Town Center and Ster-
ling Ridge

“AT&T has several cell sites in the works 
to deliver new wireless infrastructure and 
increased coverage to the Town Center 
and Sterling Ridge areas of The Wood-
lands,” she said. “Additional sites are also 
ready to go online this spring and fall, and 
more are planned in 2015, including areas 
east of I-45.”

Coverage challenges
Among the factors that can lead to poor 

cellular service is dense populations using 
one or two towers. 

“As more people use a network for high-
bandwidth activities, a network can become 
congested,” said Adrienne North, Sprint 

spokeswoman. 
Heavily forested areas, such as is in many 

of the villages, also hinder cell coverage, 
Glass said.

“An abundance of trees, as well as dense 
populations, do affect cell service,” she said. 
“These conditions often require the place-
ment of more cell sites closer together in 
order to provide optimal service levels.”

However, the problem of improving cell 
coverage in The Woodlands may not be as 
simple as adding more cell towers.

“Land has become very valuable in The 
Woodlands, the price of housing has gone 
up and land is becoming more and more 
scarce,” Tough said.

Contractors who build cell towers typi-
cally require as much as 3 acres of land to 
install a new tower, Tough said. New towers 
built from the ground up in The Woodlands 
are not likely, since they often rise above tree 
lines and create a visual nuisance, Tough 
said. 

“In trying to preserve the natural beauty 
of The Woodlands, a cell phone tower does 
not seem to fit the planning,” Tough said. 

Robert Heineman, director of planning 
for The Woodlands Development Company, 
said installing towers in residential neigh-
borhoods is also unlikely.

“Everybody is interested in doing cell 
phone coverage, but we’ve also had some 
issues with viewing of cell towers from resi-
dential neighborhoods, so not every loca-
tion is a good location.”

Although new towers in residential areas 
of The Woodlands are unlikely to be built, 
there may be opportunities to install towers 
atop existing structures, Tough said.

Heineman said a new cell tower is planned 
to be installed on top of The Woodlands 
Waterway Marriott Hotel and Convention 
Center on Lake Robbins Drive, and a tower 
could be placed atop the new hotel planned 

Cell coverage
Continued from | 1

CELULAR TOWER LOCATIONS AT&T VOICE & MESSAGING COVERAGE MAP

for the Waterway Square district. 

Mesh network
As new tower installation becomes more 

of a challenge in The Woodlands, local gov-
ernments and cellular service providers are 
seeking alternative means to improve ser-
vice. Powers said local entities are exploring 
installing a mesh network at some locations 
throughout The Woodlands. 

Mesh networks, or distributed antenna 
systems, utilize smaller devices installed 
on things, such as utility poles, street lights 
and traffic signals. The devices communi-
cate wirelessly with each other to provide a 
stronger cellular signal to nearby users.

“They are still going to be using cell tow-
ers and [the signal] comes down to the street 
for better blanket coverage,” Powers said. 

“But because of all the trees, that may not 
work well.”

Glass said AT&T is utilizing such a net-
work in at least two locations in The Wood-
lands, and may be considering more.

“AT&T does use DAS technology in some 
areas and in fact has two such deployments 
in The Woodlands—The Woodlands Mall 
and the Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion,” 
she said. “We continue to explore all tech-
nically feasible options as we continue to 
improve our service and infrastructure in 
and around The Woodlands area.”

Cellular service in The Woodlands

Best Coverage

Verizon 4G LTE

Good Coverage

Verizon 4G LTE Extended

Moderate Coverage

VERIZON VOICE & MESSAGING COVERAGE MAP

How should local governments and developers improve cell 
phone service?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll
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SPRINT VOICE & MESSAGING COVERAGE MAP

T-MOBILE VOICE & MESSAGING COVERAGE MAP

WIRELESS MESH NETWORKS

Coverage maps were provided by the four major cell service providers in The Woodlands and 
display approximate coverage quality. specific coverage terms are those used by providers.

To provide better coverage for their cellular users, some cellular service providers are either exploring or using 
mesh network technologies. 

Best Coverage

Excellent Coverage

Good Coverage

Very Strong Coverage

Fair Coverage

Good Coverage

In a mesh network, the connection is 
spread out to several hundred nodes. Mesh 
nodes are small transmitters that work like 
wireless routers that use WiFi connections.  
The more nodes in a network, the further 
the connection spreads.

Traditional networks 
use wireless 
hotspots that users 
connect with to 
obtain wireless 
service.

Signals are sent 
from nodes to user’s 
devices, such as 
phones and tablets.

Mesh nodes 
can be installed 
on a variety 
of objects, 
including light 
poles and traffic 
signals.

2978

2978
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4.9167" x 12.25"
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1 Offer valid from January 1 through April 30, 2014, while supplies last. To be eligible for a soccer ball, you must complete a transfer 
of $400 or more in a single transaction from a linked account and log on to wellsfargo.com/specialoffer or call 1-888-553-6122 
(Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Pacific Time), no later than May 16, 2014, and provide the Wells Fargo ExpressSend 
Reference Number of your eligible transaction (listed on your transaction receipt), your name, and shipping address. Only 1 (one) 
soccer ball can be redeemed for each eligible transaction. A total of 14 soccer ball designs are available. The soccer ball you select 
will be mailed to your home address within 4 to 6 weeks after your request. Soccer ball is shipped via standard mail and deflated. 
Wells Fargo team members are not eligible for this offer.

 © 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. Transferred funds are not FDIC insured. In addition to the transfer 
fee, Wells Fargo makes money if converting U.S. dollars to foreign currency. In addition to the transfer fee, Wells Fargo makes 
money if converting US dollars to a foreign currency. 
Materials expire on 4/30/14. (1168351_10904)

Speak with a banker or visit wellsfargo.com/soccerball  
for more information. 

ExpressSend® Promotion

Score a goal 
with love

Receive a special 
edition soccer ball1

From January 1 to April 30
We know that your passion for soccer is one of the things that 
makes you feel closer to your family, that’s why we’re giving you 
a special edition soccer ball when you send $400 or more in a 
single transaction.

• Send money to Mexico, Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Dominican Republic, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, 
Philippines, India, Vietnam, or China.

• Collect all 14 exclusive Wells Fargo designs.

• It’s easy to receive your soccer ball: visit wellsfargo.com/
specialoffer or call 1-888-553-6122. 

1168351_10904 4.9167x12.25 4c.indd   1 1/10/14   9:41 AM
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featured Neighborhood
East Shore, 77380

Build-out year: ~2015

Number of homes: 420

Number of builders: 25

Square footage: 1,442 / 8,300

Home values: $420,000 / $3,200,000

HOA dues (estimated): $2,710

Amenities: Waterway Cruisers and trolleys, bicycle 
and pedestrian walkways, shopping, dining

Nearby attractions: The Woodlands Mall, Market Street, 
easy access to I-45 and Hardy Toll Road

Property taxes:

Conroe ISD 1.2900 
Montgomery Co. 0.4838 
Montgomery Co. Emergency Dist. 8 0.1000 
Montgomery Co. Hospital Dist.  0.0729 
Montgomery Co. Mud # 115 1.3500 
LSC - North Harris 0.1198

Total (per $100 value) 3.00150  

rEAl ESTATE

Homes on the market (As of January 2014)

featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (Jan. 1, 2013–Dec. 31, 2013)

No. of homes for sale 13

No. of homes under contract 9

Average days on the market 124

No. of homes sold 30

Square footage (low/high) 2,124 / 5,886

Selling price (low/high) $426,918 / $2,116,000
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3 Bedroom / 3 Full & 1 Half Bath     2,538 sq. ft. 
Agent: Beverly Bradley, Weekley Properties  
800-758-3238

19 Rafters Row                $549,990

3 bedroom, 4 full, 1 half bath 5,392 sq. ft.
Agent: Cheryle Sanderson, Better Homes & Garden
281-367-3531

23 E. Bay Blvd.           $1,890,000

3 Bedroom / 3 Full & 1 Half Bath     3,864 sq. ft. 
Agent: Michael Seder, RE/MAX The Woodlands & Spring
281-602-8820

2601 Brightwork Way                            $1,050,000

4-5 Bedroom / 5 Full, 2 Half Bath 6,259 sq. ft. 
Agent: Sue Jolley, Walter Jolley Properties
281-363-4650

2 E. Bay Blvd.                       $3,500,000
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Market Data
On the market  (As of february 2014) Monthly home sales

Number of homes sold/Average price

77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

Jan. 2014 23/$507,718 29/$361,577 34/$447,635 18/$343,311 22/$182,560 64/$239,741 39/$464,20

Jan. 2013 12/$363,158 23/$388,570 31/$638,992 8/$227,217 14/$140,108 30/$182,901 25/$259,463

Dec. 2012 22/$523,428 45/$406,053 53/$438,843 15/$260,809 26/$172,498 61/$197,009 61/$431,366

Nov. 2013 14/$464,785 45/$374,435 45/$500,463 19/$230,863 23/$190,747 70/$263,845 50/$401,168

Sept. 2013 28/$376,632 47/$371,333 52/$713,872 23/$282,966 29/$211,727 94/$246,434 59/$309,954

Aug. 2013 22/$363,081 56/$339,394 57/$543,525 24/$283,447 40/$213,957 79/$213,986 72/$345,828

July 2013 32/$369,264 80/$385,845 92/$524,154 22/$314,942 48/$190,542 122/$235,785 72/$345,828

June 2013 14/$307,386 68/$369,051 84/$467,233 18/$275,514 36/$175,823 89/$211,294 69/$332,778

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or under 3/11 0 0 1/147 10/37 10/25 8/23

$150,000–$199,999 3/56 4/13 0 2/64 11/65 34/66 7/72

$200,000–$299,999 8/94 8/48 15/28 9/20 12/41 61/58 21/46

$300,000–$399,999 3/15 4/46 7/55 27/42 20/108 47/98 36/64

$400,000–$499,999 2/74 11/58 10/91 9/56 6/107 19/86 15/96

$500,000–$599,999 3/10 5/47 5/34 3/187 1/82 10/115 18/84

$600,000–$799,999 11/175 10/24 10/46 5/248 0 17/79 27/109

$800,000–$999,999 7/194 5/115 11/80 2/162 0 7/59 13/77

$1 million + 12/109 8/143 28/114 0 0 9/77 41/102

Market Data provided by 
Haley Garcia-Laubenstein

Signature Living Properties | Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

For more information on these listings call:
HALEY GARCIA

Broker Associate
281.701.6174 heritagetexas.com

1312 Allison MeAdows Ct.
Spring TrailS | $375,000

143 w. Cry stAl CAnyon Cir.
The WoodlandS | $665,000
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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FREEDOM
FROM

 JOINT
 PAIN
Stop suffering from hip or knee pain.
Staying active is key to staying healthy. That’s why at Memorial Hermann  
The Woodlands Hospital, affiliated joint specialists use the most advanced 
treatments to get you moving again. From new prescription options and  
physical therapy to minimally invasive surgical interventions, our affiliated 
physicians will put you on the path to the life you want to live.

Call 713.222.CARE (2273) or visit  
memorialhermann.org/woodlands to learn more.

A D V A N C I N G  H E A L T H


