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Commercial, office, dining options continue to emerge

Research Forest corridor proves 
popular for development

ExxonMobil relocation plans spur Springwoods Village community’s development in Spring
Community will bring amenities, homes to region

By Matt Stephens 
Although Coventry Development Corpo-

ration began work on Springwoods Village 
in 2008, the developer actually purchased the 
1,800 acres off of I-45 and the Hardy Toll Road 
in 1961, waiting nearly half a century until 
they found the right job creator to develop 

By Brian Walzel
As projects such as Research 

Forest Lakeside, Hughes Land-
ing and several commercial and 
retail developments materialize, 
the Research Forest corridor in 
Shenandoah and The Wood-
lands is emerging as one of the 
busiest areas for new develop-
ment.

In a little more than a year there 
have been more than a dozen 
businesses, either commercial, 
retail, medical or office develop-
ments, that have opened along 
or near Research Forest Drive. In 
addition, developments like the 
66-acre Hughes Landing and the 
77-acre Research Forest Lakeside 
will feature millions of square feet 
of high-end office space, along 

with retail amenities and restau-
rants once they are complete.

“Research Forest, like a lot 
of places in The Woodlands, is 
a place whose time has come,” 
said Alex Sutton, co-vice presi-
dent of The Woodlands Devel-
opment Company. 

Eastern corridor
The half-mile stretch of 

Research Forest Drive between 
I-45 and Grogan’s Mill Road is 
within the city of Shenandoah, 
with portions also being owned 
by The Woodlands Develop-
ment Company. It is also an area 
experiencing some of the highest 
growth, with a half dozen com-
mercial establishments either 
recently opened or nearing 

around: ExxonMobil.
“[ExxonMobil] saw this giant piece of land 

on I-45 with nothing on it and eventually got 
to us and said they were interested in the loca-
tion,” CDC Executive Vice President Keith 
Simon said. “But they were concerned that 
there was no infrastructure, no master plan, 

no nothing, and so what can we do?”
After quickly formulating a master plan for 

the community, CDC sold 386 acres to the oil 
and gas corporation and began development 
on Springwoods Village. The master-planned 
community will accommodate 35,000-45,000 
employees and, at buildout, could provide 
$5.5 billion in annual gross product to Har-
ris County and another $1 billion annually to 
Montgomery County, Simon said. 

Although buildout is likely 15 years away, 
Simon said 2015 will see the relocation of 
10,000 ExxonMobil and 1,500 Southwestern 
Energy employees, completion of the neigh-
boring Grand Parkway segments, the first 
phase of Springwoods Village’s Town Center 
and three residential developments that could 
house up to 1,200 people. 

Harris County Precinct 4 Commissioner 
Jack Cagle said his precinct—which includes 
much of Spring and other North Houston 
communities—is growing by an average of 80 
people per day, and Springwoods Village will 
only further propel that growth.  

“Projects like Springwoods Village really 
See Springwoods Village | 48

See Research Forest | 51
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Southwestern Energy’s campus will house 1,500 relocated employees following the first phase of construction.  
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Research Forest Lakeside will feature retail and service amenities with offices. 

completion. 
The Pisula Development Com-

pany is building more than 84,000 
square feet of mixed-use space in 
four buildings, which will include 
mostly medical offices, as well as 
retail and restaurants.

“[Research Forest] is a great 
location,” said Tom Pisula, presi-
dent and CEO of the Pisula 
Development Company. “It is 

very close to all the major hospi-
tals, it is close to I-45 and other 
major intersections.”

Shenandoah City Administra-
tor Greg Smith said that although 
some of the land owned by The 
Woodlands Development Com-
pany is within Shenandoah’s city 
limits, any potential development 
must adhere to the city’s zoning 
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NOW LEASING 10 WAtErWAy AvENuE
LANDMArK OFFICE BuILDING IN tHE WOODLANDS tOWN CENtEr

20 Stories, 500,000 sq. ft.

Where Business Lives Well

281-719-6100 • www.TheWoodlands-Commercial.com

Class A office building with in-building parking  •  Designed to be LEED Silver Certified  
Situated in The Woodlands Waterway Square District 

Easy access to Interstate 45 and Bush Intercontinental Airport  
Walking distance to The Woodlands Mall, Market Street and dozens of restaurants 

“The Woodlands provides 
the environment we need 
to attract the best talent.”
We work in a very competitive industry and The Woodlands has 

allowed us to provide a lifestyle that’s second to none. We 

encourage our employees to live in The Woodlands because 

quality of life is directly related to success and productivity.

Dave Warren
President and CEO, Energy Alloys
3 Waterway Square, The Woodlands
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© 2013 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. Texas Children’s Hospital is the only children’s hospital in Texas on U.S.News & World Report’s 2012-13 Honor Roll. MPR779 100413

Howdy
partner.
We’re right here in The Woodlands. Get nationally
ranked Texas Children’s Hospital care at our Health
Center, access one of several Texas Children’s
Pediatrics practices and, thanks to our community
partnerships, receive pediatric inpatient care at 
St. Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital.

Texas Children’s Health Centers along with Texas
Children’s Pediatrics offer your family convenient
access to expert pediatricians as well as subspecialists
and therapeutic and diagnostic services.  We also
partner with St. Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital to
offer newborn care from Texas Children’s specialists.

So when your child needs to see a doctor, come on
over.  We’re right here in The Woodlands, ready to
lend a helping hand.

For maps and information, visit 
texaschildrens.org/woodlands.

Texas Children’s Health Center – The Woodlands
17198 St. Luke’s Way, Suite 300
The Woodlands, TX 77384
936-321-0808

MPR779_Comm_HowdyPartner_Ad_Layout 1  10/4/13  4:16 PM  Page 1
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FROm ThE GENERAl mANAGER
The Woodlands and 

surrounding communi-
ties are undergoing a 
virtual Renaissance as 
is evident with all the 
cranes and construc-
tion sites that are visible 
everywhere you look. 
The landscape of our 
community is rapidly 
changing, and in two 
years it will be very dif-

ferent from what we see today.
Growth throughout The Woodlands, Shenandoah, 

Oak Ridge North and the area east of I-45 along the 
Rayford Road corridor is complimented by the Grand 
Parkway that will enable growth and improve mobility 
for us all. Everyone wants to know where it intersects 
with our communities and how it will simplify our 
travels.

When we have to actually go outside The Wood-
lands and drive to Houston, we are being delayed by 
highway construction tied to what we assume is the 
new ExxonMobil campus. It’s intriguing to know what 
is actually going on behind those trees is also the new 
Springwoods Village master-planned community. It is 
adjacent to the ExxonMobil campus. It’s a huge proj-
ect—more than 2,200 acres including the ExxonMobil 

campus. 
In this issue we give you a behind-the-scenes look 

at the future of that area. It’s much more than Exx-
onMobil. Several new major corporations are moving 
their home offices there, as well. There will be a new 
major medical facility, a new town center with retail 
and entertainment establishments to serve our area, as 
well as homes, apartments and hotels. Most of this will 
be in place by Grand Parkway’s planned opening in 
December 2015.

The cranes along the Research Forest/Grogan’s Mill 
corridor are another visible indication of growth in 
Shenandoah and The Woodlands. One of our front 
page stories this month gives us an idea of what to 
expect when Hughes Landing and Research Forest 
Lakeside around Lake Woodlands are developed. We 
also explore the tremendous growth in new businesses 
that is taking place along Research Forest. 

Texas is America’s fastest growing state. Houston 
is acknowledged as the best place in Texas to be for 
growth, and The Woodlands has firmly established 
itself as the crown jewel of Houston. We are blessed!

Jim Pollard
General ManaGer

jpollard@impactnews.com

cOmmUNITy FEEDbAck
take the poll last month’s poll results

What type of project do you think 
is most important for the continued 
successful development of The 
Woodlands?

  Retail

  Restaurants

  Office space

  Hospitality

  Other

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

What areas of The Woodlands would 
you like to see redeveloped?
i’m not in favor of this type of development 

  28.85% 
Red Cedar Circle

  25.96% 
Tournament Players Course area

  14.42% 
High Oaks

  13.46% 
Other

  11.54%
Different areas

  5.77%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 10/10/13–11/8/13
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microbrews, boutique wines, shareable 
appetizers and a bistro-style lunch menu. 
713-389-5674. 
www.refugeinthewoodlands.com 
 
5  The Breakfast Place opened its second 

Houston area location in mid-September at 
8000 McBeth Way, Ste. 100. The Breakfast 
Place offers traditional breakfast favorites, 
such as waffles, pancakes and hashbrowns, 
as well as hand-sliced pit-smoked ham. 
Lunch items include sandwiches, salads 
and soup. 281-298-6464. 

Now Open

1  The second Woodlands area location 
of Dickey’s Barbecue Pit opened Nov. 7 at 
25919 I-45 N., Ste. A. The restaurant serves 
up barbecue favorites, including brisket, 
pulled pork, chicken, sausage, honey ham 
and pork ribs, as well as sandwiches, salads 
and desserts. Sides include barbecue baked 
beans, potato salad and baked potato 
casserole.  Dickey’s Barbecue Pit also offers 
catering services. 281-419-7675.   
www.dickeys.com 

2  Urgent Care for Kids opened its first 
Woodlands clinic Oct. 30 at 1640 Lake 
Woodlands Drive. The 5,000-square-foot 
office space also houses the corporate 
headquarters. Urgent Care for Kids offers 
pediatric services on the evenings and 
weekends as a cheaper alternative to 
emergency rooms. 281-367-0010.  
www.urgentcarekids.com 

3  Hope Road RV & Boat Storage 
recently opened at 903 Hope Road in 
Conroe, directly off of the I-45 southbound 

feeder. The RV and boat storage facility 
offers 22 secure spaces with night lighting, 
security cameras, a private electric gate 
and 24-hour-a-day access to its customers. 
281-685-9704.
www.hoperoadrvstorage.com

4  The Refuge Bar and Bistro is now 
open at 24 Waterway Ave. The Refuge 
offers artfully crafted cocktails, micro-
brewed beers and dishes prepared with 
fresh, locally sourced ingredients. The 
Refuge features seasonal cocktails, local 
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The Woodlands location of Bonefish Grill will be 
located at 1555 Lake Woodlands Drive.

15
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Bob’s Steak and Chop House opens in December 
at 1700 Research Forest Drive. 

17
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6  Tyler’s, a clothing store based 
in Austin, opened its first Houston-
area location in August at 1555 Lake 
Woodlands Drive, Ste. 400. The retailer 
offers collections of accessories, apparel 
and footwear for men and women, 
including shorts, tops, swimwear and 
backpacks. 832-948-1049. 
www.tylersaustin.com

7  Vineyard Vines, which offers a 
custom-designed line of clothing, has 
opened at Market Street-The Woodlands 
at 9595 Six Pines Drive. Occupying more 
than 3,7000 square feet, Vineyard Vines 
offers a variety of clothing and accessories 
for men, women and children.  
www.vineyardvines.com

8  LUSH, offering fresh, homemade 
cosmetics for shower and bath, hair, 
face, and body, has joined the more than 
70 upscale retailers and restaurants at 
Market Street-The Woodlands, 9595 Six 
Pines Drive. LUSH touts a philosophy 
of producing products from the freshest 
organic items, the finest essential oils and 
the safest synthetics. www.lush.com

9  Cycles TX has opened at 1501 Lake 
Robbins Drive, Ste. 160 in the Waterway 
Square district of The Woodlands Town 
Center. The Woodlands location carries 
a full line of entry level and high-end 
bicycles for all ages, as well as biking 
accessories and sportswear. 713-389-5776.  
www.cyclestx.com

10  The Cupcake Cowgirls is the new 
creation of Rebecca Clanton, winner of The 
Food Networks’ “Cupcake Wars” baking 
contest. Franchise owner Amy Gelder has 
opened The Woodlands location at 3091 
College Park Drive, Ste. 180. The shop sells 
more than 30 varieties of cupcake flavors, 
including Hummingbird Cake, salted 
caramel and S’mores. The store also offers 
peanut and pecan brittle, coffees drinks 
and free WiFi. 936-231-8667.  
www.thecupcakecowgirls.com 

Coming Soon

11  Paparruchos Restaurant and Bar 
The Woodlands will open in mid- to late 
November at 1620 Research Forest Drive, 
Ste. 100. The Woodlands location is the 
second Houston area franchise under the 
Paparruchos brand. The restaurant will 
offer authentic Mexican food, including 
tortas, tacos, seafood, grilled items and  
desserts. www.papparruchos.com 

12  MolecularHealth will open a 
Woodlands office in December at 2700 
Technology Forest Blvd., Ste. 125. The 
health care company delivers analytics 
platforms and technology that generates 
safer and targeted treatment options for 
cancer patients and doctors. 281-655-3270.  
www.molecularhealth.com

13  Orange Leaf Frozen Yogurt opened 
its second Woodlands location in early 
November at 1440 Lake Woodlands 
Drive, Ste. H. Orange Leaf offers dozens of 
frozen yogurt varieties and more than 30 
toppings. The store also offers sugar- and 
dairy-free choices.  
www.orangeleafyogurt.com 

14  Spartan Energy has leased 12,000 
square feet of space in Market Street-
The Woodlands, 9595 Six Pines Drive, 
Ste. 4000, in the space previously 
occupied by Borders bookstore. Spartan 
Energy provides gas treatment and gas 
conditioning services from the wellhead to 
the pipeline. www.spartanep.com 

15  Bonefish Grill will open its fourth 
Houston-area location in The Woodlands 
in the spring at 1555 Lake Woodlands 
Drive, near The Woodlands Mall. Bonefish 
Grill offers customers a variety of grilled 
options, including fish and steaks, as well 
as burgers, fish tacos and appetizers in a 
polished-casual setting.  
www.bonefishgrill.com

16  The Blo Dry Bar will open its 
first Woodlands location Nov. 14 at 
25 Waterway Ave., Ste. 150. Offering a 
distinctive hair styling concept, Blo styles 

hair for its customers without scissors 
or hair dye, featuring several distinctive 
hairstyles and services on its menu, as well 
as styling for weddings and blo parties for 
special events, bachelorette parties and 
bridal showers.  281-465-8515.  
www.blowmedry.com 

17  Construction of Bob’s Steak and 
Chop House steakhouse, to be located at 
1700 Research Forest Drive between Six 
Pines Drive and Grogan’s Mill Road, is 
underway with a completion date planned 
for December. Along with prime steak 
and chops, Bob’s offers fresh seafood and 
salads. A collection of more than 400 
wines is also featured.  
www.bobs-steakandchop.com

18  Subway will open a restaurant in the 
Creekside Park Village Center, a 60-acre 
shopping center at Kuykendahl Road 
between Creekside Forest Drive and 
Creekside Green Drive. Subway offers 
6-inch and 12-inch sandwiches with a 
variety of healthy choices and toppings, as 
well as drinks, chips and cookies.  
www.subway.com

19  Whole Foods plans to open its first 
Woodlands’ location in Hughes Landing in 
2015. The store will have adjacent surface 
parking, and the entrance will be located 
off of Lake Front Circle near the road’s 
intersection with Lake Woodlands Drive. 
With more than 350 locations worldwide, 
the grocer specializes in quality, organic 
food products, supporting local growers 
and health education for its consumers.  
www.wholefoodsmarket.com 

Relocation

20  The Woodlands office of orthodontist 
Brad Leiker has relocated from 4840 W. 
Panther Creek Drive to 4000 S. Panther 
Creek Drive, next to McCullough Junior 
High. Leiker offices orthodontic services to 
children and adults, including braces and 
Invisalign. 281-298-9434.  
www.woodlandsorthodontist.com

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email wdlnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Matt Stephens and Brian Walzel

The Refuge Bar & Bistro has opened at 24 
Waterway Ave.

4

Whole Foods will open its first Woodlands location 
in Hughes Landing in 2015.

19
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WHERE SERVICE IS AN
everyday affair

281-364-9799
30340 FM 2978, Ste 800
Terramont Village Shopping Center

www.WoodlandsRugGallery.com
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WE’VE MOVED! 
PLEASE VISIT US AT OUR 

NEW SHOWROOM!

New, Old, Antique, Orientals, 
Contemporary, Runners, Tribal, 

Needlepoints & Savonneries 
Offered in a Variety of Sizes

WHWHWHHHERERERERRREEE SESESESESERVRVRVRVICICICICEEE ISISSI AAAAANNN

NNNeNeNeNeNeN wwwww OOOOOOOOldlddldldld AAAAAAAnAAAAnnAnAAnAnAn iitiititiquququququeeeeee OOOOOOOOO iiiririenenenennttatatatallsslslslssNNew OOldld AAAnAntitique OO irienttalls

VISIT OUR NEW 

10,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM

Just In Time
FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

VVVVVVVIIISSSSSSIITTTT OOOOUURRRR NNNNEEEWWWWVVIISSIITT OOUURR NNEEWW

OOOORRRR TTTTTHHHHEEEE HHHOOOOOLLLLLLIIIIIIDDDDDDDDAAOORR TTHHEE HHOOLLIDDAOOO
FALL SALE!

Expert cleaning 
and repair
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SJRA advances construction timeline 
for Research Forest Drive segment
By Brian Walzel

The San Jacinto River Authority has 
moved up the deadline to complete con-
struction of about 1.5 miles of pipeline 
installation on Research Forest Drive 
between Shadowbend Place and Grogan’s 
Mill Road. Crews are now working 24/7 
to complete the project by Jan. 1. 

Construction on the entire Research 
Forest Drive portion of the project, 
which stretches from Branch Crossing 
Drive to Grogan’s Mill Road, began in 
late summer and was expected to last 
about 18 months. The 1.5-mile stretch of 
Research Forest Drive between Shadow-
bend Drive and Grogan’s Mill Road has 
traffic diverted from the eastbound lanes 
to the westbound lanes, where traffic 
travels in each direction. A center turn 
lane remains open.

“The original schedule called for that 
section [between Shadowbend Place and 
Grogan’s Mill Road] to last 171 days,” 
said Mark Smith, SJRA administrator for 
the Groundwater Reduction Plan. “That 

has been shortened to 73 days.”
Smith said the new deadline would 

be met by the construction firm hiring 
additional crewmembers, who are work-
ing around the clock. The cost to accel-
erate the construction schedule along 
Research Forest Drive was $1.2 million.

Ronda Trow, public relations direc-
tor for the SJRA, said the affected lanes 
are scheduled to re-open by Jan. 1, but 
weather could delay completion of the 
project. Trow also said residents along 
Research Forest Drive should expect 
increased noise and nighttime lighting as 
crews work.

Smith and Trow said among the rea-
sons for the advanced deadline was to 
lessen any potential negative impact lane 
closures would have on area businesses, 
particularly those in the Cochran’s 
Crossing Village Center.

“We’ve been working with them for 
months, and there was some anxiety 
coming from those business owners. 
That was a reason why, at the 11th hour, 

we decided to accelerate construc-
tion in that area,” Trow said.

While construction crews are 
working to finish the Research Forest 
Drive project, about a 1-mile stretch of 
Grogan’s Mill Road between Woodlands 
Parkway and South Millbend Drive is 
also closed for pipeline installation.

Smith said that project likely would 
not be ideal for a 24/7 construction 
schedule.

“Part of [the reason] is cost, the other 
is 24/7 does not work on Grogan’s Mill 
because there is so much residential 
development adjacent to it,” he said. “It 
would be too disruptive. Research Forest 
is all commercial.”

Smith said the traffic volume of 
Research Forest Drive is about 40,000 
vehicles per day.

“Grogan’s Mill is a major road, but it’s 
not at that level,” he said.

The project is part of the SJRA’s 
Groundwater Reduction Program, which 
includes installation of more than 55 

miles of new 
water pipes throughout south Mont-
gomery County and Conroe. The GRP is 
in response to a state law that mandates 
communities reduce their reliance on 
groundwater by 30 percent by 2016. 

The new pipelines will distribute water 
to south Montgomery County communi-
ties from Lake Conroe, where the SJRA 
is currently constructing a new water 
treatment facility. 

For the latest information on the SJRA 
Groundwater Reduction Plan, includ-
ing lane closures and updated schedules, 
visit www.sjra.net.

TRANSPORTATION

UNDER CONSTRUCTION | SJRA’s Groundwater Reduction Plan – Updated Timelines
As the San Jacinto River Authority makes its way through The Woodlands installing new water pipelines, traffic is being diverted along Research forest Drive. This shows the latest construction 
dates and proposed re-opening dates of lanes. Construction dates listed do not mean that the entire segment will be under construction for the entire period listed, and all dates are subject to 
change, according to the SJRA.

Shadowbend Place to 
Grogan’s Mill Road, 
eastbound lanes 
closed and diverted 
to westbound lanes – 
Status: Est. completion 
January 2014

West Trillium Circle to 
Shadowbend Place, 
eastbound outside 
lane closed – Status: 
Construction January–
March 2014

Greenbridge Drive to West 
Trillium Circle, eastbound 
outside lane closed 
– Status: Construction 
June–August 2014

from fM 2978 to branch 
Crossing Drive – Status: 
Est. completion May 2014 Kuykendahl Road to 

Water Well No. 3 — 
Status: Complete

branch Crossing 
Drive to Crownridge 
Drive – Status: 
Complete

Crownridge Drive to 
Kuykendahl Road – Status: 
Est. completion february 2014

Kuykendahl Road to Greenbridge Drive – 
Status: Construction January–May 2014
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Je�  Beard, CCIM
President

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

INSIGHT.
LEADERSHIP.
EXPERTISE.

Commercial Real 
Estate Leaders

LANDLORD & TENANT 

REPRESENTATION

SITE ACQUISITION

SALES & LEASING

REAL ESTATE CONSULTING

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

The J. Beard Real Estate Company

Grand Parkway (Segment G) @ Rayford Rd
Spring, TX 77386
• 67 acre Development Tract, proposed HEB Grocery
• SE Corner of Rayford Rd @ Proposed Grand Pkwy 
 – Segment G (Riley Fuzzel)
• Retail / Offi ce / Medical Pad Sites Available with access 
 to MUD utilities

3117 College Park Drive, The Woodlands, TX 77384 
• Brand new 30,000 SF medical offi ce building 
• 4,489 SF available – divisible to 2,000 SF
• Generous tenant improvement allowance
• Located less than 1 mile from I-45, Memorial Hermann, 
 St. Luke’s and MD Anderson Hospitals

26865 I-45, The Woodlands, TX 77380
•  New construction completed in 2013, ready for build-out
• Direct access to Interstate 45 and the Hardy Toll Road
• Great location in The Woodlands Submarket with excellent freeway visibility 
• Three-story offi ce building with approximately 23,000 RSF

19073 North Freeway, Shenandoah, TX 77385
•  Located on I-45 in the City of Shenandoah, TX, adjacent to 450,000 SF lifestyle   
 power center 
• Within walking distance to the new, 60-acre, Woodforest Bank Stadium & 
 Natatorium (10,000+ seats)
•  37,444 SF building situated on 2.87 acres

1010
YEARS
cruisingCELEBRATING OUR 10-YEAR ANNIVERSARY

FEATURED PROPERTIES
FOR LEASE

THE WOODLANDS GATEWAY

PORTOFINO PLAZA

COLLEGE PARK MEDICAL

67 ACRES AT RILEY FUZZEL

FOR SALE

FOR LEASE

FOR SALE

College Park Dr. 
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TxDOT designates new route for 249 extension
Completion of tolled highway expected to clear traffic from roads in Magnolia

TRANSPORTATION

By David Pollan
The Texas Department of 

Transportation proposed its rec-
ommended route for the Hwy. 249 
extension, which will span from 
FM 1774 in Pinehurst to FM 1774 
in Todd Mission. 

The new recommended route 
by TxDOT is a hybrid alignment 
created as a result of public input 
throughout the environmental 
study process, said Raquelle 
Lewis, public information officer 
for TxDOT. The road project is 
still in the environmental process, 
and TxDOT will continue to 
solicit public input through the 
end of the year and into next. 

The remaining steps in the 
process include continuing to 
refine the layout of the recom-
mended alternative, drafting an 
environmental impact study and 
conducting a public hearing to 
present the preferred alternative 
in spring 2014, Lewis said. After 
the final public hearing, which 
will be recorded and docu-
mented, TxDOT will finalize its 

environmental impact study and 
submit it to the Federal Highway 
Administration for approval. 

“Our hope is that everything 
will be submitted for review and 
that we will be granted approval 
through that process,” Lewis said.

 After the FHA has approved 
the recommended route, TxDOT 
will begin negotiations to obtain 
right-of-way to construct the 
road. Right-of-way is a legal 
agreement that allows one entity 
to use another’s property for 
public use.

“We have got the concur-
rence of most of the landowners 
across Montgomery County, so 
it should make it real easy to get 
right-of-way,” said Paul Mendes, 
city administrator for Magnolia. 
“Getting the right-of-way is one of 
the most difficult projects.” 

The purpose of the proposed 
road, according to TxDOT, is to 
efficiently link the suburban com-
munities and major roadways, 
respond to economic growth 
in Montgomery and Grimes 

counties, as well as enhance 
mobility and safety in the region.

“Magnolia is about 1,400 people 
in population, but within seven 
miles we’ve got 138,000 people,” 
Mendes said. “You think about 
their ability to get around, the 
roads just do not support it. By 
putting 249 in, it will open up 
areas that had not been able to be 
developed before.”

Other benefits of the Hwy. 249 
extension to Magnolia are that it 
will clear local roads from traf-
fic and move high-speed traffic 
around the city, Mendes said. 
The roads in Magnolia often get 
clogged with traffic from people 
passing through town and this 
road will provide them with 
another, quicker option, he said.

“It will be useful to Magnolia 
because people travelling to Bryan, 
College Station or Navasota will 
take the high-speed road to get 
around us,” Mendes said.  “It will 
leave our roads open for local busi-
ness, for the people that live in the 
area to make use of it.” 

Hwy. 249 extension

1486

1774

1774

1488

249

S
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The Hwy. 249 
extension is being 
proposed as a 
four-lane divided 
controlled access toll 
facility to be built with 
intermittent frontage 
roads. The road will 
be 15 miles long and 
built within a 400-foot 
wide right-of-way. 
The construction will 
extend Hwy. 249 from 
FM 1774 in Pinehurst 
to FM 1774 just north 
of Todd Mission and 
will bypass Magnolia. 
Construction is 
anticipated to begin 
in spring 2015 and 
take about two years 
to complete. The over 
passes indicate where 
the new toll road will 
cross over smaller 
roads and streams.

Over passes

Feeder Road

Montgomery Co. Line

249 extension

Map Key

Pinehurst

Magnolia

Todd Mission

Source: Texas Department of Transportation
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Ongoing transportation construction projects

TRANSPORTATION  UPDATE Compiled by Matt Stephens
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Crews work to install water pipeline on Grogan’s Mill Road for the 
SJRA Groundwater Reduction Plan. Completion on that portion of 
the project is scheduled for spring of 2014. 

Construction crews work on Kuykendahl Road just north of 
Research Forest Drive. Kuykendahl Road will be extended from 
Alden Bridge Drive to Crownridge Drive sometime in 2014. 

Construction continues on the Hwy. 242 flyovers, which are 
scheduled for completion in November 2014. 

Expansion on the Woodlands Parkway from Grogan’s Mill Road to 
South Panther Creek Drive should be completed in April 2014. 

Construction crews work on the Grand Parkway at the location of a 
future interchange with I-45. Segments F1, F2 and G are scheduled 
for completion in 2015. 

Dr. Stovall, a native Houstonian, received her medical degree from North Texas Health Science 
Center - Texas College of Osteopathic Medicine in Fort Worth, Texas and completed her 
residency training at the Lonestar Family Medicine Residency Program in Conroe, Texas. She 
is board certified in Family Medicine and sees children over the age of six and adults. She 
believes in providing compassionate and quality care for each patient.  Her special interests are 
Integrative and Holistic Medicine and she is currently working on her board certification for this 
new board specialty.  Dr. Stovall offers same day appointments and is in network with most 
insurance plans.

Services:

s t .  l u k e ’ s  W o o d l a n d s  d o c t o r  g r o u p

� annual physicals for men and women
� well women exams and pap smears
� well child exams ages 6 and over 
� chronic care management of endocrine, 

cardiac and pulmonary conditions
� minor skin conditions including acne, 

warts and biopsies
� allergy and food sensitivity testing

� in-house EKG
� menopause, andropause and 

hormone replacement therapy  
for men and women

� evaluation of the sleep conditions 
of insomnia and sleep apnea

� treatment of mild depression

936-266-2180 StLukesWoodlandsDoctorGroup.com

17450 St. Luke’s Way Suite 340 • The Woodlands, TX  77384

W e l c o M e s 

Suzanne M.  Stova l l ,  DO
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Development continues in Oak Ridge North
By Matt Stephens 

Ongoing renovations on The 
Shoppes at Oak Ridge North 
have given the exterior of the 
shopping center a facelift. But 
the exterior is not the only 
visible change at the shopping 
center, as new businesses have 
already begun repopulating the 
I-45 retail complex.  

“We expect it to be a thriv-
ing center,” City Manager Vicky 
Rudy said. “Each business which 
comes in enhances that property.”

Mattress One and Weightloss 
Texas moved into the shopping 
center in August following the 
completion on renovations of 
the center’s exterior. Economic 
Development Coordinator 
Susan Cates said about 20,000 
square feet of retail space is still 
available, which could house 
anywhere from two to six more 
retailers. A pad site on the prop-
erty—anchored by Hodge’s Food 
Basket—could also potentially 
feature a restaurant or other types 
of retailers. 

Grocers Supply owns the 
shopping center property and is 
funding the renovations, which 

Oak Ridge North has agreed 
to reimburse up to $175,000 
for different portions of the 
improvements. 

The landscaping improvements 
await the completion of a water 
line along I-45 that the city began 
constructing in early October, 
a project that should take 60 
days to complete. Rudy said the 
water line costs about $600,000 
and will provide fire suppression 
to businesses along I-45. Cates 
said The Shoppes at Oak Ridge 
North may have been slow to fill 
in because of the lack of fire sup-
pression, which is now required 
by code for restaurants and some 
businesses. 

 “We’ve been talking about the 
hotel project going in at the cor-
ner [of Robinson Road and I-45],” 
Cates said. “They’re going to have 
to have increased water pressure 
to provide water for a hotel proj-
ect. So, any development that’s 
going on in that area is going to 
need that extra capacity.”

Contracts for another signifi-
cant development along I-45–
two hotels and a conference 
center–could be finalized in 

December, Rudy said. She and 
Cates said they believe the city’s 
first hotels could lead to more 
economic development. 

Although new businesses 
have moved into the city in 
recent months, the city continues 
employing development strate-
gies. Cates said the city would 
have a booth at the upcoming 
International Council of Shop-
ping Centers event in November 
in Dallas, targeting niche busi-
nesses, such as restaurants, coffee 
shops and dry cleaners. 

“We’re actually going to have 
a booth and have a presence at 
that to make sure that everyone 
knows where Oak Ridge North is 
and what we have to offer to the 
retail world,” Cates said. 

The City Council has also 
approved new zoning ordinances 
to encourage specific develop-
ment in various sections of the 
city. Rudy said the city created a 
mixed use manufacturing district 
for recently annexed property 
that will consist of retail and 
manufacturing. 

Property included in the dis-
trict includes land south of City 

DEVELOPMENT

Hall owned by the developer of 
Hanna Business Park, who hopes 
to construct a similar develop-
ment at the location. The devel-
oper—GHRS, LLC.—also owns 
land east of Hanna Road along 
Robinson Road that is included 
within the new district. 

Oak Ridge North also created 
a plaza district along Robinson 
Road that includes City Hall 
and several businesses along 

Robinson. The area could eventu-
ally house the city’s town center, 
an idea proposed during the city’s 
comprehensive plan process. 

“It will leave [the area] open 
to some creativity at this early 
juncture, because we don’t know 
exactly what [the town center] 
will look like yet,” Rudy said. “But 
it also protects it from develop-
ment that wouldn’t be conducive 
to a town center.”

Continued Oak Ridge North development
Mattress One and Weightloss Texas 
were the first new businesses to open 
in the recently renovated Shoppes at 
Oak Ridge North, which has another 
20,000 available square feet and a 
pad site for future businesses. The 
city is hoping to finalize an agreement 
for two hotels and a convention center 
nearby at the southeast corner of 
Robinson Road and I-45.
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Proposed future site for two 
hotels and a convention center 

Pad site: Could feature a 
restaurant or other retailers

Available space: About 20,000 
square feet

Weightloss Texas: Opened in 
August

Nielsen’s Bakery 

Nails Forever

Hodge’s Food Basket

Mattress One: Opened in August
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Register now!
Spring registration  
is ongoing through 

January 11.  

Register online or on campus 
www.LoneStar.edu/registration

Open DoorsLoneStar.edu

Start here.
Transfer anywhere.

3200 College Park Dr. • Conroe, TX 77384 • 936.273.7000

We provide counsel 
and expertise on:
•  Asset Protection

•  Tax and Charitable Planning

•  Trust and Estate Planning

• Family Business Issues with a 

 Focus on Succession Planning, 

 Exit Strategies and Business 

 Transactions

• Probate

• Trust and Estate Litigation

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 200 - The Woodlands, TX 77380 
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

 Steven J. Clausen 
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

*

*

Who do you turn to when you have a family 
business, wealth preservation or tax issue? 

You turn to the expert who has handled these complex 
issues for over twenty-fi ve years as a large fi rm partner 

and as the owner of a boutique fi rm.
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McMullan defeats Rocha in Woodlands Township race
By Matt Stephens 

Earning more than two-
thirds of the vote, John McMul-
lan defeated Jason Rocha on 
Nov. 5 for Position 5 on The 
Woodlands Township Board of 
Directors, according to unof-
ficial results. 

“We’ve been dealt a really good 
hand here in The Woodlands, 
and I’m not running to make vast 
changes, but we need to remain 
vigilant,” McMullan said. “I’m 
very pleased I got a chance to 
serve, but it’s not to make vast 
changes. It’s to focus on the 
things that residents are talking 
about, and that’s crime and traffic 
and these first-rate events.”

McMullan earned 2,747 votes, 
or 69.3 percent, compared to 
1,219 votes, or 30.7 percent, 
for Rocha. McMullan will take 
over Position 5 on the township 
Board of Directors for Director 
Nelda Blair, former chairwoman 
who has served on the board 
since she was elected to the 
position in 2008. 

Blair was re-elected to the 
position in 2011, but she opted 
against running for re-election.

“The first thing that pops into 
your mind is that I’m replacing 
Nelda Blair, and I’ve got big shoes 
to fill,” McMullan said. “I’m hum-
bled by the fact that these folks 
have come before me to build this 
tremendous community.”

McMullan, 39, is an energy 
attorney for Greenberg Traurig. 
Rocha, 27, is a full-time student 
at the University of Hous-
ton who plans to graduate in 
December with a double degree 
in economics and political sci-
ence. Neither McMullan nor 
Rocha had run for a position on 
the township board of directors 
before this election.

“I think it’s important to note 
that the Texas Patriots PAC and 
Tea Party have a strong hold in 
the county, and the reason I was 
running was to get a different 
voice to the people and to the 
board,” Rocha said. “At this 
time we weren’t ready, but we’ll 
be ready next time.”

Rocha said he does not know 
whether he will run for the 
township board again, but he 
said he will continue to stay 
involved in issues with the 

community. 
“I think it’s very important that 

the people of The Woodlands 
are heard,” he said. “I’m going to 
continue to encourage people to 
go to board meetings and hold 
that board accountable.”

Position 5 was the only 
contested race for the township 
board. Position 6 incumbent 
Peggy Hausman and Position 
7 incumbent Bruce Tough ran 
uncontested and were re-elected 
to the board. Hausman, the cur-
rent vice chairwoman, received 
3,272 votes and said she looks 
forward to serving on the board 
another two years.

“It’s a humbling experience, 
and I’m excited to represent the 
residents, and I’ll continue to 
ask 1,000 questions on every 
issue,” Hausman said.  “We live 
in a fantastic community, and 
I hope to preserve it for future 
generations.”

Although she said water and 
economic development will be 
key issues during her next term, 
she believes another concern is 
more pressing. 

“The number one issue is 

going to be transportation and 
traffic,” Hausman said. “How 
are we going to keep getting 
around The Woodlands?” 

Tough received 3,240 votes. 
He has served as chairman of 
the board since 2010, and he 
said he is excited about the 
future of the township.

“I am really excited,” he said. 
“You keep thinking that the last 
year is going to be a record year, 
but every year in the township 
seems to be a record year with 
the amount of activity, growth 
and new development.”

He said the township board 
will need to develop a plan in 
case of future incorporation and 
deal with transportation and 
mobility concerns. 

“You’re going to see a dense 
population growth in the town 
center area, which is going to 
bring new challenges to transpor-
tation and mobility,” Tough said. 

Both Tough and Hausman 
were first elected to the board of 
directors in 2008 and re-elected 
in 2011. 

All results are unofficial until 
canvassed. 
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Peggy Hausman

John McMullan

Bruce Tough

the woodlands & magnolia



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com14  news

Voters reject Astrodome proposal
By Marie Leonard

Harris County voters rejected a 
proposal Nov. 5 to repurpose the iconic 
Astrodome into a multipurpose special 
events center. 

Forty-seven percent of voters were 
in favor of the proposal, while 53 per-
cent voted against it. 

Proposition 2 would have allowed the 
county to issue up to $217 million in 
bonds to finance the redesign and redevel-
opment of the Astrodome as a space for 
community and sporting events, festivals, 
and conferences. The proposal required a 
tax increase of about $8 a year for a house 
valued at $200,000, according to the 
county budget office. 

A group of five nonprofits in Houston 
and Harris County came together earlier 
this year to form the Save the Dome 
coalition, which worked in the months 
and weeks leading up to the election to 
educate voters about Proposition 2 in an 
attempt to save the building from poten-
tial demolition.

“We had a very positive response from 
voters we talked to, so we are disap-
pointed,” said Beth Wiedower, senior 
field officer for the National Trust for His-
toric Preservation, one of the nonprofits 
involved with the coalition. “We are sad 
to lose this great icon. I know a lot of folks 

ELECTION

were surprised that Harris County voters 
and Houstonians didn’t turn out in higher 
numbers to support the Dome.”  

The final decision on how to proceed 
with the Dome, which has remained unfit 
for occupancy since 2009, is now up to 
Harris County Commissioners Court. 

“I don’t think a lot of voters under-
stood it was their last option,” Wiedower 
said. “There were a lot of plans and ideas 
submitted in the last four-to-five years as 
to what to with the Dome, but we’re not 
sure voters understood the gravity of this 
vote. It truly is a case of the voters have 
spoken.”

Commissioners court voted in August 
to give voters the opportunity to decide 
the future of the Astrodome, following 
the reveal of a proposal by the Harris 
County Sports and Convention Corpora-
tion. If the plan had passed, the interior 
of the stadium would have been cleared to 
create a 350,000-square-foot event space, 
while an exterior streetscape would have 
been implemented on the outside.

County residents also voted on Propo-
sition 1, which will allow the county to 
issue $70 million in bonds to pay for a 
joint processing center in downtown 
Houston. Unlike Proposition 2, it does 
not require a tax increase. 

According to unofficial results, 

50.9 percent of voters cast their ballot in 
favor of the measure, while 49.1 percent 
voted against it. The proposition passed 
by less than 500 votes, with slightly more 
than 224,000 votes cast. 

The facility—which is projected to open 
in about three years—will be used by both 
Harris County and the city of Houston 
to book inmates, discharge inmates and 
potentially match outgoing inmates with 
medical or social services in the commu-
nity that could help them avoid commit-
ting other crimes, according to the Harris 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

Additionally, the new facility will mean 
offenders arrested by the Houston Police 
Department will not have to be booked 
into city facilities and then again into 
county facilities. 

The joint processing center will be in 
downtown Houston across from the exist-
ing county jail on Baker Street. The city 
of Houston will contribute $30 million to 
the project and pay the county a fee per 
inmate booking, according to the Harris 
County Sheriff’s Office.

All election results are unofficial until 
canvassed. 
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The majority of Harris County residents who voted in the Nov. 5 election cast their ballot against a proposal 
for redeveloping the Astrodome that would have turned it into a multipurpose special events center. 

HIGH HEEL
HAPPY HOUR

THEBREASTCANCERCHARITIES
OF AMERICA

GOi P NK
Sponsored by Jaguar Land Rover Houston North

NOVEMBER 20, 2013
6:00 - 8:00 PM

VIP  NK
ONE STOP LUXURY
SHOPPING EVENT

FOR MORE INFO VISIT
iGoPINK.org



The Woodlands Edition • November 2013 news  15

Pocket Listings, Buyer-Needs Networks and 
First-To-Know Lightning Alerts

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

As I write this at 7:49 p.m. on October 21st, our Multiple Listing 
Service (MLS) shows four hundred and fi fteen active listings in The 
Woodlands. Equal to a 1.9 Months Supply Of Inventory. This means 
that if yesterday’s velocity of sales continued and zero new listings 
were added to the inventory, every for sale home would be under 
contract in 1.9 months. To win in this strong-like-bull seller’s mar-
ket requires some adaptable thinking and modern market success 
strategies.

More!
Here’s what we’re experiencing. Between July 20th and October 
20th there were six hundred and seventy fi ve sold properties* in The 
Woodlands. One in three sold at full list price or above.  One in six 
sold within seventy two hours. Here’s a picture.

What does this mean to you?
Whether you are a buyer or a seller, how you go about creating 
your best possible outcome is different today.  Smart strategies that 
worked faithfully in yesterday’s buyer’s market will lead to  frustra-
tion and failure in today’s sellers’ market.  To win in today’s sellers’ 
market you need modern success strategies.

Here are a few modern day strategies that will forward your suc-
cess and position you ahead of your less informed selling and buying 
competitors.

Pocket Listings and Private Sales
A Pocket Listing is a property that has been formally listed For Sale 
via a signed Exclusive Agency Listing Agreement.

Before a new listings’ property information hits the mass market via  
the Multiple Listing Service (MLS) the seller agrees to allow privately
scheduled showings, may consider offers and execute a contract 
before the property is made available to the mass public market.

Prior to MLS upload Pocket Listings are promoted by the listing agent 
to a private network of top performing selling agents via eMail broad-
cast, text message, phone calls and personal conversations. Buyer’s 
agents with qualifi ed buyers arrange viewing appointments. When a 
match is made offers are negotiated, contracts are signed, escrow 
opened and everyone proceeds smiling to closing. When a property 
does not sell during the Pocket Listing period conventional marketing 
ensues.

If you’d like more information about Pocket Listings plusses and 
minuses contact your favorite Gary Greene agent directly or call them 
at the offi ce: 281-367-3531

Pocket Listing positives for the seller:
Lock in the satisfaction of getting your price and your terms. 

Avoid the supreme hassles of preparing and disappearing for relent-
less multiple showings over multiple days, weeks, years.

A loud Pocket Listing whisper campaign announcing the date and time of 
your open-for-showings public debut helps increase the number of pro-
spective buyers who will view the property. More buyer tours increase the 
odds for a faster sale, a higher price and most favorable terms. A Pocket 
Listing campaign that includes a broadcast to announce “Coming Soon” 
inventory allows agents working with eager buyers to arrange their busy 
schedules to allow for viewing as early as possible. The more prospective 
buyers that view the property, the higher the probability for a supremely 
successful sale.

To discuss this strategy in detail contact your trusted Gary Greene agent 
directly or at the offi ce: 281-367-3531.

Pocket Listing disadvantages for the seller:
Broadcasting a new listing to the largest possible pool of qualifi ed buyers 
creates a higher probability of attracting the best possible buyer for the 
property. Limiting exposure shrinks the buyer pool. A smaller buyer pool 
may not yield the highest possible sales price or best possible terms.

Summary: If you would be happy to sell your property for a price and 
terms set by you and you want to avoid the hassles of preparing and 
disappearing for multiple showings over multiple days, consider a 
Pocket Listing strategy. Even if you choose not to consider private 
showings, having your agent pre-promote with a “Coming Soon” 
strategy will provide an opportunity for more buyers to arrange their 
schedules to be available on the day your listing appears online and 
showings begin. The more viewers the better.

If you want full details on how to strategically pull the trigger or pass on 
Pocket Listing strategies contact your Pro Gary Greene agent directly or at 
the offi ce – 281-367-3531.

Pocket Listings advantages for the buyer:
In this low inventory seller’s market, choosing a buyer’s agent who is con-
nected to the local Pocket Listing agent network may provide you knowl-
edge about listing inventory that is unknown to the army of buyers who may 
be looking for the same thing you are. More selection is better.
In addition to plugging yourself into the Pocket Listing information network 
for advance notice about new or “coming soon” listings there are a couple 
of other strategies you should know about; First-To-Know Lightning Alerts 
and Buyer-Needs Network.

First-To-Know Lightning Alerts
Tell us exactly what you’re looking for and we program our software to 
recognize and instantly alert you the moment a brand new listing meet-
ing your specifi c criteria (location, style, design, amenities, etc.) makes it’s 
debut on the Multiple Listings Service (MLS). For example, when a new 
listing matching your criteria is entered into the MLS system at 1:27pm, 
kaboom, you receive an instant eMail alert with all the available property 
details and pictures at 1:29pm (give or take a minute or two). If you want to 
be the fi rst-to-know about properties that match your dream home criteria 
before everyone else, you’ll want to use Lightning Alerts. The service is free, 
automatic and you can opt out with one click.

If you want First-To-Know Lightning Alerts contact your favorite Gary 
Greene Pro directly or call them at the offi ce: 281-367-3531.

Buyer-Needs Network Strategy
This strategy is sort of like the Pocket Listing Strategy for sellers, except it 
works for Buyers.

Tell us exactly what you are looking for in your new home (style, design, 
location, amenities, schools, etc.). We condense your needs into a concise 
Buyer-Needs profi le (protecting your identity and private information) and 
broadcast your Buyer-Needs request to other top performing listing agents 
who may have Pocket Listing inventory, private sale opportunities and 
”Coming Soon” listings that match what you’re looking for. Buyer-Needs 
are broadcast via eMail, text message, phone calls, personal conversations. 
Also, we exchange Buyer-Needs via our Better Homes And Gardens Real 
Estate Gary Greene company wide online bulletin board, which connects 
over eight hundred pro real estate agents throughout the Greater Houston Area.

Using the Lightning Alert and Buyer-Needs Network Strategies will help you 
fi nd out about hot new listings inventory before your less informed and 
unconnected home buying competitors. To discuss how to get started and 
tap into insider information, contact your trusted Gary Greene agent directly 
or call them at the offi ce: 281-367-3531.

Summary: New Seller’s Market Conditions Require New Success 
Strategies

Whether you are a buyer or seller, new strategies are required to 
maximize and speed your success and satisfaction. If we can be 
helpful, please call on us: 281-367-3531 

Thanks for reading.

9000 Forest Crossing, The Woodlands, TX

Data obtained from the Houston Association of Realtors Multiple Listing Service for the period July 20th–October 20th, 2013 – Location 107 – The Woodlands, TX

The Woodlands Texas Real Estate Report l  Sold Residential Properties l July 20,2013–October 20, 2013

PRICE RANGE AVERAGE SOLD PRICE TO 
LIST PRICE

$0–$200,000 98% 19 122 29 59

$200,000–$300,000 98% 21 190 31 70

$300,001–$400,000 99% 24 126 17 41

$400,001–$500,000 98% 29 85 12 25

$500,001–$600,000 97% 38 38 9 7

$600,001–$700,000 97% 58 31 3 5

$700,001–$800,000 98% 42 26 5 7

$800,001–$900,000 97% 60 15 3 5

$900,001–$1,000,000 98% 35 10 0 2

$1,000,001+ 95% 90 32 0 5

All Price Ranges 98% 30 675 109 226

AVERAGE DOM TOTAL NUMBER SOLD
TOTAL NUMBER SOLD 

WITHIN 72 HOURS
TOTAL NUMBER SOLD AT OR 

FULL PRICE OR ABOVE

The Woodlands Texas Real Estate Report

16%

33%
51%

• Other Solds = 347
• Sold At or Above List Price = 220
• Sold in 72 Hours or Less = 108

Sold Residential Properties
July 20,2013–October 20, 2013
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27718 I-45 N.
Oak Ridge North
Oak Ridge North Shopping Center, Plaza “B” 
next to AAA Travel, look for Pappas BBQ

281-419-8882

• Custom Aquariums
• Acrylic Fabrication 
• Quality Marine and Freshwater Fish Sales 
• Quality Live Coral Sales 
• Quality Live Plant Sales 
• Aquarium Set-Up and Installation 
• Aquarium Maintenance 
• Custom Orders

Sunday: 12–6pm
Monday: Closed

Tuesday–Thursday: 12–7pm
Friday: Closed

Saturday: 12–7pm

www.glaquatics.com

Lake 
Woodlands Dr.

Woodlands
Pkwy.

 meet or 
beat
We guarantee to

any home rate 
or We’ll give 

you $250!

Deisy gonzalez 
mortgage loan officer

NMLS# 469357

Credit approval required. Federally insured by NCUA. Visit TDECU.org/mortgage for complete requirements. P-0913-373c

Don’t wait for mortgage rates 
to rise! Contact us to get  

pre-approved today.

800.839.1154 x 4614
tDeCu.org/mortgage
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www.vil lagewoodlands.com • brookdale.com

Independent Living  • Assisted Living
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care 

2323 Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands, TX 77380

(281) 292-4600
Facility Number: 104849

Celebrate the joy of the season with us 

as residents open up their homes for the 

holidays. Experience twinkling lights and 

elegant decorations, and warm up your spirits 

with a delicious array of seasonal specialties. 

It’s a perfect opportunity to discover why so 

many people call our community “home” for 

the holidays…and all year long!

Thursday, December 5
4 to 7 p.m.

For reservations and information,
call (281) 292-4600.

Holiday
Parade of Homes



The Woodlands Edition • November 2013 news  17

Race for District 4 state 
Senate becomes crowded
By Matt Stephens 

Weeks after state Sen. Tommy 
Williams, R-The Woodlands, 
announced he will not be 
returning for the 2015 legisla-
tive session, several candidates 
announced their intentions to 
run for the position, while other 
candidate announcements could 
be on the horizon.

Rep. Steve Toth, R-The Wood-
lands, Rep. Brandon Creighton, 
R-Conroe, and Woodlands 
Township Director Gordy Bunch 
confirmed their intentions to run 
for the position following Wil-
liams’ official announcement, 
which he made Oct. 25 in a letter 
to Gov. Rick Perry. In a message 
to his constituents, Williams 
said his resignation would cause 
Perry to call a special election to 
fill the unexpired term, which 
runs through 2016.

Perry set the election date 
for May 10, with the deadline 
for candidates to file set for 5 
p.m. March 10. The election 
will not require a primary, but 
it will allow candidates from all 

political parties to run for the 
position. The winning candidate 
needs to earn 50 percent of the 
votes, or a runoff election will be 
required to name the winner.

Toth and Creighton both said 
their terms for their positions 
on House Districts 15 and 16, 
respectively, are up for election 
next year with the Republican 
Primary scheduled for March. 
Their terms on the House end 
January 2015. 

However, both representatives 
said they are firm in their deci-
sions to run for the open senate 
seat.

“I’ve made it abundantly clear 
that I’m in this thing, and if 
I have to choose between the 
House and the Senate, I’m run-
ning for the Senate,” Toth said. 
“I think it’s where I can have the 
greatest impact for Texas. This 
is where I can have the great-
est impact for my children and 
their generation. You’re one of 
31 in the Senate instead of 150 
in the House.”

Creighton had initially 
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Steve Toth Brandon Creighton Gordy Bunch

considered candidacy for Texas 
Agriculture Commissioner, but 
he dropped out of the race once 
Williams made his surprise 
announcement.

“For the first few weeks of 
our look at a statewide race, 
you’re covering a lot of ground 
and working all over the state 
and managing things at home,” 
Creighton said. “Everyone was 
shocked and surprised that 
Senator Williams would decide 
to drop out early. My wife and I 
talked about it and prayed about 
it and decided serving the Sen-
ate District 4 at home was the 
best [decision].”

Bunch said he was already 
considering whether to run for 
the Senate seat when the position 

came up again for election in 
two and a half years. He said 
Williams’ announcement came 
the week he started studying the 
district to develop a strategy.

“I had already begun the pro-
cess, of ‘OK, what can I do after 
I accomplish everything I can 
accomplish with the township?’” 
Bunch said. “And the next logi-
cal step would be to run for the 
state Senate.”

However, Bunch may not 
be the only township director 
running for the vacant senate 
seat. Chairman Bruce Tough 
and Director Nelda Blair would 
neither confirm nor deny their 
intentions to run for the posi-
tion following Williams’  formal 
resignation.

“I wouldn’t say no yet,” Blair 
said.

Blair opted not to run for 
re-election for her position on 
The Woodlands Township Board 
of Directors, and her two-year 
team ends this month. Tough 
ran unopposed for his position 
on the township board and said 
he hopes to continue serving as 
chairman. However, he did not 
rule out the possibility he may 
run for Williams’ Senate seat or 
for Toth’s open House seat. 

“I’m dedicated for public 
service,” Tough said. “I’ve had a 
lot of people ask me to consider 
it. I’m very honored that people 
would want me to run for either 
position. I have not made a deci-
sion [about running] yet.”

Reserve Now

Underwriters 

Anderson, dickens and Yeager Families

Anne and dave dunlap and Family

dr. Gina Garner

Markle Luxury Jewelers 

texas Monthly 

strategic Consulting,  
Brett and isela Atwood

Joe Myers Ford and Joe Myers Lincoln

Community impact newspaper

new Leaf Publishing

Janet and Graham Baker

Candi Glenn and  
Lorri Petrauskas

Cathy Hart Family Medicine

northside Lexus

Katz’s deli 

Mike seder, re/MAx  
the woodlands and spring

elegant Beginnings, inc.

Underwriting available at $5,000, $3,000 and $1,500 levels – individual reservations are $100 

Friday, december 6, 2013

www.johncooper.org

the John Cooper school  
9th Annual signatures Author series Luncheon  

featuring best-selling novelist 

Jodi Picoult
Author of 21 novels, including the tenth Circle,  

Plain truth and My sister’s Keeper

Book Signings • Local Authors • VIP Event 
the woodlands waterway Marriott Hotel & Convention Center

Register online at specialevents.johncooper.org  
or call 281.367.0900 x2441 
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Why let Santa have all the fun?

Stylish you.   
Luxury us.

Unleash
Your
Inner

Santa

This holiday, choose Market Street to find something for everyone  
on your wish list. Enjoy the best shopping, dining, and more!

And don’t miss Market Street’s annual Luxury in Lights holiday light show 
with hourly showtimes from 5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. throughout the holidays.

Learn more at MARKETSTREET-THEWOODLANDS.COM.
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Township approves fire station renovation

Chamber announces plans for new 
office on Lake Woodlands

By Brian Walzel
The Woodlands Township board of 

directors approved a $1.75 million reno-
vation for The Woodlands Fire Station 
No. 2, at 9303 Gosling Road, during the 
board’s Oct. 23 meeting. The renovation 
should begin in the first quarter of 2014, 
Fire Chief Alan Benson said.

The facility opened in 1985 and is 
The Woodlands’ oldest fire station. The 
township allocated about $1.3 million in 
its current budget to fund the station’s 
renovations. In August, the board heard 
a presentation from Benson regarding 
potential renovations.

“That station was built back when the 
fire department was still in the volunteer 
stages,” Benson said. “It wasn’t built to 
handle our new staffing levels, nor was 
it built to handle up to three additional 
people from the [Montgomery County] 
Hospital District.”

Benson said the primary goal of the 
renovation was to expand personnel 
working and living quarters as well as 
provide additional space for a MCHD 
ambulance and staff. 

“Station 2 was identified probably as 
the most strategic station in The Wood-
lands to house a medic unit,” he said. “It’s 
centrally located and–based on call data–a 
prime location for a medic unit.”

During the August board meeting, 
some directors questioned the feasibility 
of a more than $1 million expenditure 
for a building that may only last another 
decade or so. The board directed the fire 
department to present new plans to the 
board, including the cost to build a new 
fire station on the same site.

In October, the fire department 
contracted with Terracon Consultant, 
an engineering firm that performed an 
evaluation of the fire station, its lifespan 
and the costs to renovate the building or 
build a new one.

Benson presented an option to com-
pletely rebuild the station at a cost of $3.5 
million, but if the board had preferred 
that option, it would have had to wait 
until next budget year to approve it.

The $1.75 million approval included a 
new roof for the facility, an air condition-
ing unit and a new emergency generator. 

By Brian Walzel
The Woodlands Area Chamber of 

Commerce announced plans Oct. 9 to 
move its offices to a new office location 
on Lake Woodlands. The Chamber will 
move next summer to an office at 9320 
Lakeside Blvd., Building 2. 

The building is part of the Research 
Forest Lakeside project developed by 
Warmack Properties. The chamber 
offices, along with The South Montgom-
ery County Woodlands Area Economic 
Development Partnership, have been in 
an office at 1400 Woodloch Forest Drive 
for more than 30 years. 

The chamber’s lease at the Woodloch 
Forest building expires in October 2014 
and, according to the chamber, the orga-
nization has been looking for a new home 
since 2011.

“It’s really for our community to have 
us in a central location where there is a 
lot of activity,” said chamber president 
Karen Hoylman. “[The new office] is 
exciting and [provides] great visibility for 

NEWS BRIEfS

C
o

ur
te

sy
 T

he
 W

o
o

d
la

nd
s 

A
re

a 
C

ha
m

b
er

 o
f C

o
m

m
er

ce

C
o

ur
te

sy
 T

he
 W

o
o

d
la

nd
s 

To
w

ns
hi

p
 

members and guests—to see us there, to 
have accessibility to our meeting rooms 
and our information.”

The new office will include 18,000 
square feet and floor-to-ceiling windows 
with views of Lake Woodlands. 

The Woodlands EDP works to recruit 
business to The Woodlands area and also 
retain businesses that operate in the com-
munity.

“It is important to be able to show to 
our clients who want to relocate here our 
wonderful community,” EDP CEO Gil 
Staley said. 

Enjoy a celebration of lights, sounds and tastes of the season!  
Your magical stroll down MainStreet includes lots of fun activities and 

entertainment for guests of all ages. See the holidays at their best.

For Ticket Information: MainStreetAmerica.com/Christmas

281.825.442918750 I-45N in Spring, Exit 66B

Fridays (Date Night) & Saturdays (Family Night) 
 November 29th–December 21st

6:00pm–9:00pm
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CITy & TOWNSHIP
News from The Woodlands,  Shenandoah and Oak Ridge North Compiled by Matt Stephens and Brian Walzel 

Meetings

The woodlands Township
2801 Technology forest blvd.
281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov 
nov. 14, 9 a.m., nov. 20, 6 p.m.

city of oak ridge north
Williams Memorial Council Chambers
27424 Robinson Road
281-292-4648 • www.oakridgenorth.com 
nov. 25, 7 p.m.

city of shenandoah
Shenandoah Municipal Complex
29955 i-45 N.
281-298-5522 • www.shenandoahtx.com 
dec. 11, 7 p.m.

Tweetings
for instant coverage of 
these meetings, follow us on 
Twitter 
@impactnews_wdl

Tweetings

Shenandoah approves contract for solar streetlights 

Woodlands Township hires three 
additional sheriff’s deputies

Oak Ridge North creates district for future town center

ShENANDOAh The city of 
Shenandoah has approved an 
$856,000 contract for the instal-
lation of solar streetlights in the 
Shenandoah Valley subdivision. 

Shenandoah City Council 
approved a contract with Oates 
Industries Inc. Oct. 23 for the 
installation of 82 solar street-
lights throughout the Shenan-
doah Valley subdivision. City 
Administrator Greg Smith said 
the original request was for 71 
bids, but Oates’ alternate pro-
posal added 11 lights. 

More expensive commercial 
lights were also approved by the 
council for Pine Forest Drive, as 

well as one for inventory. 
About $830,000 of the project 

will come from the $847,000 left 
over from the 2011 bonds for 
Shenandoah Valley, Smith said. 
The remaining money will come 
from bonds approved in 2007. 

Mayor Wes Stephens said he 
was pleased with the project, but 
said he was concerned that one 
of the three pilot lights placed 
throughout Shenandoah con-
tinued to malfunction. Jeremy 
Sampson, CEO of Texas Solar 
Resources, said the problem had 
been repaired, and the light was 
functioning properly as of the 
council meeting.

Smith said Texas Solar 
Resources and Oates would be 
available to repair any street-
lights that malfunction for up to 
10 years, per the warranty. 

Streetlights in Shenandoah 
Valley have been a topic of 
discussion for years, Smith said. 
The city began discussing differ-
ent types of lighting options in 
2012, but the city began consid-
ering solar lighting as an option 
in April. 

The council authorized city 
staff to bid the solar street light 
project in August with Oates 
coming in as the least expensive 
of the three bids. 

ThE WOODlANDS The Woodlands Township board of directors 
authorized hiring three additional sheriff’s deputies to start by the 
end of the year at its Oct. 23 meeting. The board opted to hire the 
officers under fiscal year 2013 budgeted money, rather than FY 2014 
money because of cost savings.

According to the township, it has “sufficient budget savings in the 
2013 budget law enforcement account to support the additional costs 
if the new deputy positions are hired for the remainder of 2013.”

The move allows the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office to hire 
the three new deputies immediately, rather than wait until Jan. 1. 
The three additional officers bring the total number of Montgomery 
County Sheriff’s Office 
deputies working in The 
Woodlands to 92, with a 
part-time warrant offi-
cer serving the commu-
nity, said Marian Leck, 
director of law enforce-
ment for the township.

The Village of 
Creekside Park has six 
Harris County Sheriff’s 
Office deputies patrol-
ling the village and no 
additional officers will 
be hired under the FY 
2014 budget, Leck said.

Of the 92 MCSO 
officers in The Wood-
lands, 86 are funded 
through an agreement 
the township has with 
the MCSO in which 
those officers only serve 
The Woodlands. The 
MCSO also provides six 
deputies for its normal 
allocation, Leck said.

OAk RIDGE NORTh The 
Oak Ridge North City Council 
approved a plaza district for an 
area along Hanna and Robinson 
roads that could one day become 
a town center. 

Despite a recent 3-1 decision 
by the city’s Zoning Commis-
sion against the proposed plaza 
district, the council voted 4-1 on 
Oct. 14 to create the new zoning 
district. Charis Beal, chair-
woman of the commission, said 
the commission heard con-
cerns by businesses within the 
proposed district, which worried 
the district could affect their 
property values or their ability to 

sell the property.  
 “We’re all up against the wall 

on this, but this is a serious, seri-
ous decision for all of us,” Beal 
said. “We are affecting the rights 
of property owners.”

The zoning restrictions limit 
any new businesses that would 
open in the district to more than 
20 specific uses and requires 
developers to meet certain 
standards. City Attorney Chris 
Nichols said developers hop-
ing to build within the district 
would either work with the city 
on a master plan for the area, 
apply for a special use permit 
or meet the requirements of the 

plaza district. 
City Manager Vicky Rudy 

said businesses already within 
the proposed district would be 
grandfathered in, but the new 
restrictions could affect those 
businesses if they decided to 
sell the property, expand or 
make renovations. City council 
members said they did not want 
to negatively impact local busi-
nesses, but understood the need 
to approve the district. 

“If there was another way to 
do this, if we could put another 
moratorium on it for 180 days, 
I would do that,” Councilman 
Tom Coale said. “We can’t.”

Calls for service in  
The Woodlands

The following is a list of calls to the 
Montgomery County Sheriff’s office 
for police service from January 
through September. Marian Leck, 
director of law enforcement for the 
township, said the numbers represent 
only calls, rather than violations. 

Assault: 98

Burglary: 179

Burglary of a 
motor vehicle: 404

DWI: 111

Robbery: 24

Theft: 842

Source: The Woodlands Township

Nicoletti’s
H O U S E  O F  F I N E  L A M P S

established in 1944

Tues.–Sat. 10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.  •  Closed Sun. & Mon.

440 Rayford Road • Spring, Texas • 281-296-6633
www.Nicolet tisL amps.com

Lamps • Lampshades • Repair
20% O� 
STORE CLOSING

All merchandise reduced
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Sources: Greater Houston Partnership, Texas Workforce Commission, The Woodlands Area Economic Development Partnership

Jobs and the employment market   |   The Woodlands and Montgomery County

by ThE NUmbERS

Montgomery County  
$6.7 billion 

Liberty County  
$675 million 

Harris County  
$136.9 billion

Fort Bend County  
$7.2 billion

Galveston County  
$4.2 billion 

Brazoria County  
$4.7 billion

Compiled by Brian Walzel

Unemployment Rate

The Woodlands Area Major 
Non-Retail Employers

Energy  
    7,861 employees

Professional/Specialty Services 
    4,631 employees

Education  
    4,582 employees

Health Care  
    4,270 employees

Banking  
    1,160 employees

Transportation/Distribution  
    906 employees

Public Agencies  
    685 employees

Hospitality  
    644 employees

Life Science  
    399 employees

The Woodlands Area Major 
Employers by Sector

Conroe ISD  
     3,392 employees

Anadarko Corporation  
     3,247 employees

Aon Hewitt  
     1,800 employees

Memorial Hermann* 
     1,330 employees

St. Luke’s Hospital*  
     1,261 employees

Huntsman Company  
     796 employees

Woodforest National Bank 
     756 employees

Lone Star College  
     693 employees (Montgomery)

* The Woodlands Location

 5.4% 6.1%  5.4%
Montgomery County Houston Metropolitan Statistical Area The Woodlands Area

The Woodlands 
commuters

Drive alone in vehicle 
78.4%

Carpool  
12.6%

Work at home  
5.3%

Other means  
1.3%

Public transportation  
1.2%

Walk  
1%

Bicycle  
.2%

Average one-way commute

Total Wages and Salaries

MINUTES SECONDS

Montgomery County

MINUTES SECONDS

Harris County

MINUTES SECONDS

Galveston County

MINUTES SECONDS

Liberty County

MINUTES SECONDS

Fort Bend County

MINUTES SECONDS

Brazoria County  
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Sounds like home.

A Fresh New master-planned community has emerged in 

Montgomery County. With beautiful new homes designed to suit 

all lifestyles. Where children attend the highly-acclaimed Conroe 

Independent School District. All located in a forested, natural 

setting in close proximity to the area’s finest shopping,  

dining and entertainment. 
 

Harmony - the fresh new community you’ve been looking for.

 New homes from the $200s-$500s

Harmony-Tx.com
*Proposed pool and splashpad scheduled for completion summer 2014. As with any financial decision, buyers are encouraged to do their own  
  due diligence when selecting a home builder. Harmony makes no representation or warranties on the quality of the homebuilders. Prices and  
  availability are subject to change without notice. Realtors Welcome. 10/13 - 13072

800 PEAKWOOD, SUITE 2E
HOUSTON, TX, 77090

Your multi-specialty care solution in ONE location!

CUIE QIU, M.D., PH.D.
NEUROLOGIST

VINCENT TALOSIG, M.D.
PAIN MANAGEMENT, PHYSICAL MEDICINE

& REHABILITATION SPECIALIST

DR. TALOSIG IS ALSO AVAILABLE AT:
20423 KUYKENDAHL RD

SPRING, TX 77379

TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT
call 281-377-1000 or go to 

northhoustonspecialtyphysicians.com
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fROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our Woodlands market website.  Full stories online at impactnews.com

Stories also available on our mobile 
website  for Android and iPhone

Williams makes official resignation from Senate 

HGAC seeks input on 2040 
regional plan 

By Matt Stephens
Sen. Tommy Williams, R-The Wood-

lands, announced his official resignation 
from the Texas Senate District 4 after 10 
years serving the position and 16 total 
years served on the Texas Legislature.

“Serving the people of southeast Texas 
for almost 17 years in the Texas House and 

Senate has been a great privilege and an 
honor,” Williams said in a letter to Gov. 
Rick Perry. “Nothing, save my faith and 
family, has meant more to me.”

Weeks after announcing he would not 
return for the 2015 Legislative Session, 
Williams made his resignation official 
Oct. 25 in letters to Perry, Lt. Gov. David 

By Brian Walzel
The Houston-Galveston Area Council is seeking 

public comment on its “Our Great Region 2040” proj-
ect, a plan that addresses challenges and opportunities 
in six key areas.

The draft plan offers what H-GAC is calling six “big 
ideas” in the areas of economic development, environ-
ment, health, housing, transportation and resiliency.

“Our Great Region 2040 is a regional plan for the 
13-county Houston-Galveston region that involved 
high level plans looking at how our region can be a 
better place to live, work and prosper in 2040 than 
what it is today,” said Meredith Dang, H-GAC land 
use and transportation coordinator.

The plan also contains 15 goals related to people, 
places and prosperity and more than 75 voluntary 
strategies that communities, local governments and 
individuals can use to make their communities better 
places to live and work.

Dang said H-GAC will present a final plan, includ-
ing public comment and feedback, to the organiza-
tion’s board of directors in February for final approval.

“Then local entities, nonprofits, governments 
could adopt the plan or individual strategies moving 
forward,” she said. “Not all strategies are going to be a 
good fit for local governments, and everything is going 
to be voluntary.”

The plan is available for public comment through 
Nov. 15. 

Public comments can be made by taking a virtual 
tour of the plan at www.ourregion.org, by attend-
ing an open house and commenting in person or by 
receiving a copy of a draft plan and emailing com-
ments to ourregion@h-gac.com. 

Woodlands Development Company breaks ground on first 
Hughes Landing apartments 
By Matt Stephens

The Woodlands Development 
Company has announced that 
construction has begun on Hughes 
Landing’s first apartment complex, 
One Lake’s Edge, that could bring 390 
multifamily residences to the 66-acre 
mixed use development in early 2015.

One Lake’s Edge will offer pan-
oramic views of Lake Woodlands 
with shopping, dining and enter-
tainment venues nearby in Hughes 
Landing. 

The luxury apartments will offer 
one, one-plus-study, two and three-
bedroom designs at an average of 984 
square feet. Pre-leasing is planned 
for fall 2014 for the eight-story, 
825,000-square-foot complex, with 
occupancy scheduled for early 2015, 
according to a press release.

“These luxury apartment homes 
help fulfill our vision for Hughes 
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The Woodlands Development Company has begun construction on One Lake’s Edge, the first multi-
family development in The Woodlands’ new Hughes Landing development on Lake Woodlands. 

Dewhurst and in a message to his con-
stituents.

“I have enjoyed representing you in 
both the Texas House and Texas Senate, 
but it’s time for me now to move on,” he 
said to his constituents. “I do so filled with 
extraordinary gratitude for the opportu-
nity, and incredible good fortune I’ve had 
to have so many great people working for 
me. Their support has enabled me to serve 
my constituents and the State of Texas.”

In the message, Williams said his resig-
nation would cause Perry to call a special 
election to fill the unexpired portion of 
his term, which runs through 2016. Perry 
named May 10 the election day, with the 
candidate filing deadline scheduled for 5 
p.m. March 10. 

In a press release, Williams, 56, said he 
and his wife, Marsha, are “looking for-
ward to new opportunities and spending 
more time with their family.”

TOP 5 WEB STORIES
Most read web stories from 10/6/13–11/5/13

New theme park set to open in 2015 in east Montgomery County

New 600-acre luxury community planned south of The Woodlands

Research forest Drive lanes to be closed beginning Oct. 9 

Development continues on fledgling south Montgomery County community

Whiskey Cake to open restaurant in Hughes Landing

1

3

2

4

5

online exclusive news
www.impactnews.com

regularly updated coupons
impactdeals.com

find us on facebook at
impactnews.com/wdl-facebook

follow us on twitter
@impactnews_wdl

Landing to be a vibrant waterfront 
community within The Woodlands,” 
said Paul Layne, executive vice presi-
dent of master planned communities 

for The Howard Hughes Corporation. 
The complex will have a fitness 

center, pool deck, show kitchen and 
club room. 
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16 Tennis Tournament
The Woodlands Tennis Academy 

hosts the new Over and Under Invitational 
Tennis tournaments, designed for two age 
groups of tennis players: 10 and under and 
11 and over. The tournaments are designed 
to build confidence and hone competitive 
skills for aspiring tennis players. Players with 
little or no tournament experience, as well as 
those with some tournament experience, are 
welcome to participate. $17 (resident), $22 
(non-resident). Tennis courts at Bear Branch 
and Shadowbend parks. 281-210-3950. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

16 Momtrepreneurs
Momtrepreneurs hosts a fall craft 

show for The Woodlands Spring area. The 
show features vendor booths offering a 
variety of hand-crafted goods, including 
gifts and candles. The event benefits the 
Montgomery County Food Bank and serve as 
a donation site. 9 a.m.–3 p.m. Free. Klein ISD 
Multi-purpose Center, 7520 FM 2920, Spring.  
www.facebook.com/
springwoodlandsfallcraftshow

16 Holiday Market
The Woodlands High School 

Graduation Highlanders hosts its second 
annual holiday market. The market features 
vendors with distinctive gifts for the holiday 
season. Graduation Highlanders is a 
committee of TWHS PTO that organizes a 
substance-free, all-night lock-in party for 
graduating seniors the night they graduate. 
Money raised from the holiday market will be 
used to supplement games and prizes at this 
year’s event. Free to attend. 10 a.m.–4 p.m. 
Mitchell Intermediate School, 6800 Alden 
Bridge Drive. 

16 Wildlife Fall Festival
The nonprofit Friends of Texas 

Wildlife rehabilitation group hosts its 
fifth annual fall fundraiser, “A Day in the 
Forest,” featuring games, food, vendors, 
informational displays and an educational 
hayride through the forest. Free. 
Sponsorships start at $250. 3—8 p.m. 
W.G. Jones State Forest, 1328 FM 1488, 
Conroe. 281-259-0039. www.ftwl.org 

16 Saturday in the Park
Waste Management presents the 

Saturday in the Park festival, featuring live 
entertainment, family activities and recycling 
of old electronics. 1—5 p.m. Free. Town 
Green Park, 2099 Lake Robbins Drive. 

18 Star Party
Lone Star College-Montgomery 

hosts a Star Party in the Health Science 
Center–Building B, Room 102–at the LSC-
Montgomery campus at 3200 College Park 
Drive. The event begins with “Things that 
go bump in the night-Cosmic Calamities,” 
a presentation by LSC astronomy professor 
Aaron Clevenson. Following is an outdoor 
viewing of the nighttime sky from the parking 
garage, including a treasure hunt for stars, 
star clusters, stellar evolution, constellations 
and supernovas. 6 p.m. Free. 936-273-7000.  
www.lonestar.edu/montgomery

20 through Dec. 18  
Feast of Artisans

The Woodlands Mall hosts the Feasts of 
Artisans Farmers Market featuring local 
produce, honey, cheeses, jams, preserves, 
pickles, sauces and crafts. 3—7 p.m. Free.  
Wednesdays through Dec. 18. 1201 Lake 
Woodlands Drive. www.feastsofartisans.com

20 Networking breakfast
The Woodlands Area Chamber of 

Commerce holds a networking breakfast at 
Brio Tuscan Grille on the third Wednesday 
of each month. 7 a.m. $10 (members), $15 
(non-members). 1201 Lake Woodlands Drive. 
www.woodlandschamber.org

21 through 23  
‘Dog Sees God’

Delta Psi Omega and the Lone Star College-
Montgomery drama department present 
“Dog Sees God: Confessions of a Teenage 
Blockhead” at the Black Box Theater on 
the second floor of Building D. Produced by 
Delta Psi Omega’s Actor Workshop Series, 
the play follows teenage versions of the 
“Peanuts” gang as they deal with social, 
mental and physical issues. 7 p.m. (Nov. 21-
23), 3 p.m. (Nov. 23). $5. 3200 College Park 
Drive, The Woodlands. 936-273-7021. 
www.lonestar.edu/montgomery

21 Emergency Ministries Gala
This event features live music and 

entertainment, plus a silent and live auction 
to help raise money for the nonprofit first 
responders group Emergency Ministries. 
6:30—10 p.m. $125. The Woodlands Country 
Club, 100 Grand Fairway. 832-253-7006. 
www.emergencyministries.org/2013-gala

November

14 through 22 
 LSC-Montgomery art exhibit

Lone Star College-Montgomery hosts 
artist Jan Arthur Harrell and her exhibit 
“Offerings-Gifts for the Muse,” in the 
Mary Matteson-Parrish Art Gallery, in 
the Performing Arts Center (Building 
D). Harrell said “The Muse Series” is 
an amalgamation of found objects 
and fabrications that produce an 
unconventional, yet decidedly feminine 
design and palate. 10 a.m.—5 p.m. 
(Mon.–Fri.). Free. LSC-Montgomery 
Performing Arts Center, 3200 College 
Park Drive. 936-273-7021.  
www.lonestar.edu/arts-montgomery 

14 through 27  
Food Drive 

Coinciding with the spirit of giving around the 
holiday season, Montgomery County Food 
Bank holds a food drive through Nov. 27. 
Sponsored by Vic’s Precision Automotive, 
residents hoping to give back to needy 
families in their community can drop off 
nonperishable food items at Vic’s that will 
be delivered to the food bank Nov. 28. 8320 
Hwy. 242, The Woodlands. 281-363-2531.  
www.vicsprecision.com

14 Lone Star awards banquet
Lone Star College System is holding 

its 27th annual Small Business Awards 
Banquet of Champions, honoring local firms 
that exemplify success and contributions to 
the community. 6 p.m. (reception), 7 p.m. 
(dinner). $80 (individual), $750 (table of 10 
sponsor). The Woodlands Waterway Marriott 
Hotel and Convention Center, 1601 Lake 
Robbins Drive. 832-813-6674

14 Nature lecture
The Woodlands Township hosts a 

Walk in the Woods Nature Lecture titled 
“Attracting Bluebirds to Your Garden” with 
speaker Linda Crum of the Texas Bluebird 
Society. Free. 7:30 p.m. McCullough Junior 
High L.G.I. Lecture Hall, 3800 S. Panther 
Creek Drive. 281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

15 and 16  
Family Campout

The South Montgomery County YMCA hosts 
a Family Campout at the Creekside Outdoor 
Adventure Center. Activities include an 
outdoor movie and nighttime hike. Families 
bring dinner, breakfast and camping supplies. 
Pre-registration is required. 5:30 p.m.—9:30 
a.m. $10 (per family, YMCA members), $20 
(per family, nonmembers). 6464 Creekside 
Forest Drive. 832-698-1283.  
www.ymcahouston.org
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Now through Dec. 1 
Texas Renaissance Festival
The 16th Century and eras beyond set the 
backdrop for storytellers, performers and 
musicians at the Texas Renaissance Festival, 
a 55-acre fair that includes food, shopping 
and entertainment. Camping is permitted. 9 
a.m.—8 p.m. (weekends through Dec. 1). $26 
(13 and up), $13 (5 through 12), free (4 and 
under). 21778 FM 1774, Todd Mission. 
www.txrenfest.com
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281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

IMPACT 2.375 x 12.25”

Tickets can be purchased at 
The Pavilion Box Office, all 

Ticketmaster outlets, by call-
ing 800-745-3000 or online at 

www.ticketmaster.com.

DEC. 12
7:30 p.m. / Gates at 6 p.m.
Houston Symphony
Robert Franz, conductor

$15 orchestra seating
FREE mezzanine and 
lawn seating sponsored 
by

Snow sponsored by

in itunes 
app store

22 Teen Takeover
The South Montgomery County 

YMCA hosts a teen event open to kids 
ages 11–15. The event features a social 
mixer, fitness activities, dancing, arts and 
fellowship. YMCA membership is not 
required. 7–11 p.m. Free. South Montgomery 
County Creekside YMCA, 6464 Creekside 
Forest Drive. 832-698-1283. www.
ymcahouston.org/south-montgomery-county

23 Walk to Stop Diabetes
The American Diabetes Association’s 

Walk to Stop Diabetes benefits Step Out: 
Walk to Stop Diabetes at Northshore Park. 
The event includes a 5K run and 3K walk. 
Fundraising profiles can be created online. 
7 a.m. (registration), 8:30 a.m. (opening 
ceremonies), 9 a.m. (start). 2505 Lake 
Woodlands Drive. www.diabetes.org

25 through 27  
Fall kids camp

The Woodlands Township Recreation Center 
hosts the Sunny Dayz Holiday Drop-In 
Camp, which offers activities for children 
ages 6-12. Activities include crafts and 
games. 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m. $50 (per day), 
$25 discount if signed up for all three days. 
The Woodlands Township Recreation Center, 
5310 Research Forest Drive. 281-210-3950. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

28 Run Thru the Woods
The YMCA hosts the Run Thru 

the Woods annual Thanksgiving Day 
charity event, which includes a 1-mile 
children’s race, a 3-mile family walk 
and a 5-mile run. 7 a.m. (recommended 
arrival time)—9:30 a.m. $27 (before Nov. 
27, 1-mile kid’s race and 3-mile family 
walk), $35 (before Nov. 27, 3-mile race 
and 5-mile race). Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion, 2005 Lake Robbins Drive.  
www.runthroughthewoods.org 

December 

06 Square dance session
The Woodlands Stars Square 

Dance Club is collecting new, unwrapped 
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toys for needy children at its Dec. 6 session. 
The club meets most Fridays. 7:30—9:30 
p.m. $6 or free with a donation to Toys for 
Tots. South County Community Center, 2235 
Lake Robbins Drive. 832-928-6365.   
www.thewoodlandsstars.com

06 Author Series Luncheon
The John Cooper School’s 

Signatures Author Series brings 
bestselling novelist Jodi Picoult to its 
upcoming luncheon. Picoult is the author 
of 23 novels, including “My Sister’s 
Keeper,” “The Tenth Circle” and her 
latest book, “The Storyteller.” 10 a.m. 
(registration and book signings), noon 
(luncheon) $100 (individuals), $1,500 and 
up (table sponsorships). The Woodlands 
Waterway Marriott Hotel and Convention 
Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive.  
www.johncooper.org

07 Human Rights Festival
Girl Scout and John Cooper 

School junior Demme Durrett hosts the 
third annual Human Rights Walk and 
Festival for Human Rights Education 
with the goal of raising awareness of the 
30 basic human rights set out by the 
United Nations more than 60 years ago. 
The event includes live entertainment, 
inflatables, face painting, a petting zoo 
and fair-trade shopping, and it is part 
of Durrett’s Gold Award Project for Girl 
Scouts. 10:30 a.m.—1 p.m. Free (walk 
and event), $15 (event T-shirts). Town 
Green Park, 2099 Lake Woodlands Drive.  
www.humanrightswalk.org

07 Story hour
Schakolad Chocolate Factory hosts 

a story hour and chocolate-making session 
for children ages 7 to 14. 10:30—11:30 a.m. 

Free. 1500 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 130. 
281-292-9900.

07 and 08  
Wilderness First Aid

The Woodlands Township sponsors a 
weekend wilderness first aid course for 
ages 14 and up, with a two-year certification 
issued upon completion of the course.  
8 a.m.—5 p.m. daily. $140 (per person, 
resident rate), $150 (non-residents). 6055 
Creekside Forest Drive. 281-210-3900.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Ongoing

Farmers market 
Locally grown vegetables, meats, baked 
goods, cheeses, eggs, herbs and exotic 
prepared foods are among the wares offered 
at the Grogan’s Mill Farmer’s Market. Free. 8 
a.m.—noon. Saturdays. Grogan’s Mill Village 
Center, 7 Switchbud Place. 713-992-5893.  
www.grogansmillvillage.com 

Night knitters 
Knitters North of Town, or KNOT, is a group 
of the Knit at Night Guild, designed to 
accommodate knitters who work during the 
day. Members advance their skills through 
workshops, retreats and knit-ins during the 
year. $25 (annual dues). 6:30—8:30 p.m., 
fourth Thursdays. 26501 Border St., Spring.  
www.knitatnight.org

Woodlands Car Club 
The Woodlands Car Club meets in Market 
Street–The Woodlands the first Sunday of the 
month. Those showing vehicles donate any 
amount to charity through the club’s Cars 
and Coffee for a Cause campaign. 9—11 
a.m. 281-363-2977.

Find more or submit The Woodlands  
events at www.impactnews.com/
wdl-calendar. 

To have The Woodlands events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Sponsored by

Harmonizing the Holidays
The Woodlands Show 
Chorus holds its fall concert, 

“Harmonizing the Holidays,” at the 
Nancy Bock Center for Performing Arts 
at McCullough Junior High School in 
The Woodlands. The chorus performs a 
combination of Christmas and secular music, 
while the 5 O’Clock Somewhere Quartet, 

Richochet Quartet, Day Break Chorus, 
Harmonista Quartet, Reflections Quartet and 
VocalEyes Quartet perform as well. The event 
includes a bake sale, silent auction and raffle. 
7:30 p.m. $20 (adults). $40 (patrons). $15 
(ages 13-18). Free (ages 12 and under). 3800 
S. Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands.  
www.thewoodlandsshowchorus.org
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14 Pancakes with Santa
The Woodlands Children’s Museum 

hosts a buffet breakfast with Santa Claus, 
plus live entertainment and art projects. 6 
a.m. $30 (children), $15 (adults) 4775 W. 
Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 280.  
281-465-0955.  
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

14 Polar Express pizza party
“Polar Express” fans are invited to 

an outdoor showing of the film plus a pizza 
party at Rob Fleming Park. Pizza, drinks and 
desserts are provided. Families should bring 
lawn chairs or blankets. 7 p.m. $30 (family of 
four). 6055 Creekside Forest Drive.  
281-210-3950. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

14 Chorale concert
The Woodlands Chorale presents 

its annual holiday concert, featuring Daniel 
Pinkham’s “Christmas Cantata,” and John 
Rutter’s “Te Deum.” 7 p.m. $10 (adults), free 
(6 and under). The Woodlands Community 
Presbyterian Church, 4881 W. Panther Creek 
Drive. 281-799-4929.  
www.thewoodlandschorale.org

18 Gingerbread workshop
The Woodlands Children’s 

Museum hosts Mrs. Claus’ Gingerbread 
House Workshop. All supplies for a take-
home gingerbread house are provided, 
along with hot chocolate and special 
holiday shaved ice flavors. 11 a.m. $5 (in 
addition to regular museum admission). 
4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 280. 
281-465-0955.  
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

22 and December 23  
Drop and Shop Workshop

The Woodlands Children’s Museum offers 
a Drop and Shop Workshop for parents 
finishing up last minute shopping. Children 
create projects to give as gifts and enjoy 
milk and cookies. $34 (museum members), 
$54 (non-members). 4775 W. Panther Creek 
Drive, Ste. 280. 281-465-0955.   
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

28 through January 03  
Winter Funcation

The Woodlands Children’s Museum offers 
morning and afternoon classes for children 
ages 4 through 8. Sessions include Paper 
Antics on creating art from recyclables and 
Winter Snack Attack on making decorative 
bites. $34 (museum members), $54 (non-
members). Dates and times vary. 4775 W. 
Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 280.  
281-465-0955.  
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

9 a.m.—2 p.m. (Nov. 24). Free. Lord of 
Life Lutheran Church, 3801 S. Panther 
Creek Drive. 281-367-7016.  
www.lordoflifeonline.org

23 through January 20  
Outdoor ice rink

The area’s largest outdoor ice rink is open 
daily to the public beginning Nov. 23. A 
separate, smaller rink is available for younger 
children and beginners. Mon.–Thu. 3—9 
p.m., Fri. 3—11 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.—11 p.m., 
Sun. noon—7 p.m.; 1—9 p.m. (Nov. 28); 11 
a.m.—6 p.m. (Dec. 24); 2—8 p.m. (Dec. 25); 
noon—1 a.m. (Dec. 31), 11 a.m.—9 p.m. 
(Jan. 1). $9.50 (6 and up, Mon.–Fri.), $5 (5 
and under, Mon.–Fri.), $10.50 (6 and up, Sat.–
Sun.), $6 (5 and under, Sat.–Sun.). Northeast 
corner of Lake Robbins and Six Pines drives. 
281-419-5630.   
www.thewoodlandsicerink.com

23 Lighting of the Doves/iWOW
Elvis tribute artist Vince King, 

Yelba and jazz group Spellbound are the 
featured artists at the seventh annual 
International Winter on the Waterway, or 
iWOW, and the 31st annual Lighting of 
the Doves. Produced by The Woodlands 
Convention & Visitors Bureau, the 
celebration includes fireworks, inflatables 
and an appearance by Santa. 3—9 
p.m. Free. Town Green Park, 2099 Lake 
Robbins Drive.  
www.lightingofthedoves.com, 
www.iwowinthewoodlands.com

23 through January 20  
Winter Wonderland

Donoho’s Jewellers’ Winter Wonderland 
creates a fantasyland of lighted toy 
soldiers, elves, doves and snowmen 
surrounding The Ice Rink at The 
Woodlands Town Center. Free (Winter 
Wonderland). Dusk—11 p.m. Northeast 
corner of Lake Robbins and Six Pines 
drives.  
www.thewoodlandswinterwonderland.com

    

01 Menorah Lighting
Chabad of The Woodlands hosts a 

14 through December 21 
Old Town Spring festival

The 33rd annual Home for the Holidays event 
features live entertainment on the weekends 
among the more than 150 decorated shops in 
historic Old Town Spring. Photos with Santa 
and horse and carriage rides are available. 
Live performances and music take place 
weekends throughout the holiday season. 
10 a.m.—6 p.m. Free. Old Town Spring, 130 
Spring School Road, Spring. 281-353-9310.  
www.oldtownspring.com 

15 through 17  
Junior League Holiday Market

More than 100 merchants spice up holiday 
shopping at the 11th annual Junior League 
Holiday Market, featuring home accessories, 
clothing, gourmet foods and jewelry. Kick-
off preview party and “Cookies with the 
Clauses” events also are available. Proceeds 
support the nonprofit Junior League of North 
Harris and South Montgomery Counties Inc. 
through training and community programs. 
9 a.m.—6 p.m. (Nov. 15, 16), 10 a.m.—4 
p.m. (Nov. 17). $12 (one-day admission). The 
Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel and 
Convention Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive. 
281-376-5754. www.jlholidaymarket.org

21 Market Street lighting
“Luxury in Lights” takes place 

at Market Street–The Woodlands as a 
deserving family or child lights a 70-foot 
Christmas tree, followed by a light show 
synchronized to holiday music. Live 
music and holiday entertainment follows. 
The synchronized light show is repeated 
nightly from 5:30—9:30 p.m. during the 
season. Free. 6 p.m.  
9595 Six Pines Drive.  
www.marketstreet-thewoodlands.com

22 through 24  
Fair trade market

A Holiday Fair Trade Global Market 
provides artisans a chance to sell their 
traditional, high-quality and eco-friendly 
work. Items include coffee, chocolate, 
tea, paper items, home décor, purses, 
toys, greeting cards and clothing. 6–9 
p.m. (Nov. 22), 10 a.m.—5 p.m. (Nov. 23), 

Grand Chanukah Celebration and Menorah 
Lighting at Market Street–The Woodlands, 
with food and musical performances 
following. 4–6 p.m. Free. 9595 Six Pines 
Drive. www.marketstreet-thewoodlands.com

06 through December 07  
St. Nick’s Market

St. Anthony of Padua Catholic School holds 
its annual St. Nick’s Market. Items include 
holiday décor, personalized children’s gifts, 
handmade jewelry and religious items in 
a shopping environment complete with 
Christmas music, cookies and coffee. 10 
a.m.—4 p.m. (Dec. 6), 10 a.m.—5 p.m. (Dec. 
7). Free. 7901 Bay Branch Drive.  
281-296-0300. www.staopcs.org 

07 Sugar Plum Market
The Montgomery County Sugar 

Plum Market features more than 120 booths 
of specialty holiday items, home décor, 
candles, foods and jewelry. Free. 9 a.m.—5 
p.m. Lone Star Convention Center, 9055 
Airport Road. 281-610-8577.  
www.thelonestar.org

12 Holiday symphony
The Cynthia Woods Mitchell 

Pavilion hosts the “Holly Jolly Symphony 
Spectacular” with the Houston Symphony. 
$15 (orchestra seating), free (lawn seating). 
7:30 p.m. 2005 Lake Robbins Drive.  
281-363-3300. www.woodlandscenter.org

13 through 15 
 German Christmas festival

Live music, street performers, arts and 
crafts, and traditional German food 
highlight the annual Tomball German 
Christmas Festival and Market. The 
Kinderfest, or children’s area, includes 
carnival rides, climbing wall, petting zoo 
and hayrides. 6—10 p.m. (Dec. 13), 10 
a.m.—10 p.m. (Dec. 14), 10 a.m.—6 p.m. 
(Dec. 15). Free. Old Town Tomball near 
the historic Train Depot Plaza, 201 S. Elm. 
281-379-6844. tomballgermanfest.org

13 through December 15 
Christmas play The Woodlands-

based Class Act Productions stages “The 
Best Christmas Pageant Ever,” by Barbara 
Robinson. Show times to be announced. $15 
and up. Nancy Bock Center for Performing 
Arts, 3800 S. Panther Creek Drive.  
281-292-6779.  
www.classactproductions.org

14 Children’s play
Impact Church of The Woodlands 

hosts “The Surprising Christmas Pageant,” 
by Dennis Hartin. 6 p.m. Free. 5401 
Shadowbend Place. 281-298-2911.  
www.myimpactchurch.org 

HOLiDAy EvENTS CALENDAR
Holiday events in and around The Woodlands Compiled by Nicole Bradford
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 14 Fresh Beat Band, 7 p.m.

 22 Yelba, 8:30 p.m..

 Dosey Doe Big Barn 
25911 i-45 N., The Woodlands
281-367-3774
www.doseydoe.com
November
 14 Jason Charles Mitchell, 8 p.m.
 15 Kevin Black, Woody Russell, 8:30 p.m.
 16 Crystal Gayle, 8:30 p.m.
 19 Seth Walker, 8 p.m.
 20 Ed Kowalczyk, 8 p.m.
 21 Steve Forbert, 8 p.m.
 22 Joe Diffie, 8:30 p.m.
 29 Del Castillo, 8:30 p.m.
December
 3 Bri Bagwell, 8 p.m.
 6 Mark Chestnutt, 8:30 p.m.
 7 Mark Chestnutt, 8:30 p.m.
 8 John Fullbright, 7:30 p.m.
 11 Wade Bowen, 7:30 p.m.

Main Street Crossing

111 W. Main St., Tomball
281-290-0431
www.mainstreetcrossing.com
November
 14 Lauryn Galloway, 8 p.m.
 15 Kenna Danielle, 8 p.m.
 20 Charlie Robison, 8 p.m.
 21 Kevin Welch, 8 p.m.
 27 Mike & The Moonpies, 8 p.m.

LivE MuSiC CALENDAR
Live Music in and around The Woodlands Compiled by Nicole Bradford and Brian Walzel

 29 Lucius, 8 p.m.  22 Joe Gavito, 6 p.m.

December 
 4 Jamestown Revival, 8 p.m.
 11 Brandon Ryder, 8 p.m.

Big Texas Saloon

19959 Holzwarth Road, Spring
281-353-8898
www.bigtexassaloon.com
November
 15 Steve Wariner, 10 p.m.
 29 Kevin Fowler, 10 p.m.

Hyatt Market Street

“Tunes on the Terrace”
9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 1100
281-203-5005
marketstreetthewoodlands.hyatt.com
November
 15 Bernard Pierre, 6 p.m.
 16 Farenheit Trio, 6 p.m.
 20 Ramon Torres, 6 p.m.

 23 Daniel Blanchard, 6 p.m.
 27 Ramon Torres, 6 p.m.
 29 Bernard Pierre, 6 p.m.
 30 Jenn Harris, 6 p.m.

Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

2005 Lake Robbins Drive
281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org
November

Crescent Moon Wine Bar

440 Rayford Road, Ste. 115A
281-364-9463
www.crescentmoonwinebar.com
November
 16  Trick Dog Band, 9 p.m.
 19  Billy Keener, Gina Stiner, 7 p.m.
 21  Salsa Night with Yelba, 8:30 p.m.

 23  Rod Brothers Band, 9 p.m.
 26  Buck Yeager, 7 p.m.
 27  Billy Pope, 7 p.m.
 29  The Fantastics Band, 8:30 p.m.
 30  Last Soul Clan, 8:30 p.m.

December
 3  Danny Ray, 7 p.m.
 4  Billy Pope, 7 p.m.
 5  Salsa Night with Yelba, 8 p.m.
 6  Last Soul Clan, 8:30 p.m.
 7  Luther and the Healers, 8:30 p.m.
 10  Billy Pope, 7 p.m.
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Did you
know?

Texas Children’s Hospital 
treats more than 120,000 
patients annually in our 
two dedicated pediatric 
emergency centers.

Join Ambassadors today.
Become an Ambassador for Texas Children’s Hospital and  

be a voice for sick and injured children in our community and beyond.  

Memberships begin at $250. To learn more call  

832-824-6900 or visit ambassadors.texaschildrens.org.
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Centre Court Tennis

Woodlands Pkwy. 
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Laura Hunter opened Centre Court Tennis last November in The Woodlands Crossing shopping center.
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Centre Court Tennis
Custom store finds its niche in tennis market 

W hen customers walk into 
Centre Court Tennis, they 
are greeted with a custom 

experience from the wide array of tennis 
apparel and equipment to the one-on-one 
interaction with owner Laura Hunter, 
who strives to serve the tennis commu-
nity on and off the court. 

“People who are part of the tennis 
community are very specific in what they 
want,” Hunter said. “So it’s great to be 
here to cater to their needs.” 

A resident of The Woodlands for 20 
years, Hunter’s inspiration to open the 
store sparked from her own difficulties 
trying to find tennis apparel for her and 
her daughter when they both began play-
ing several years ago. 

With encouragement from friends, 
family and local tennis players, Hunter 
opened Centre Court Tennis last Novem-
ber to offer more specialty tennis items 
and top performance gear to local players. 

“After talking to many people in the 
community, I found out there was a strong 
demand for a store like this,” Hunter said. 
“Since we’ve opened I think we fill that 
niche in the community, and we still get 
new customers every day so the feedback 
from everyone has been great.” 

The store, on Kuykendahl Road in The 
Woodlands Crossing shopping center, fea-
tures several racks of colorful tennis wear 
and shoes for women, children and men. 
The store also carries a variety of specialty 
items, such as bags and backpacks, along 
with a selection of top-brand racquets 
such as Wilson, Dunlop and Babolat. 

However, what sets Centre Court 

Tennis apart from other sporting goods 
stores is that customers are given the 
choice of customizing their own equip-
ment. 

Customers of any age can choose a rac-
quet and strings based on weight and size 
and have the racquets strung to their spec-
ifications in the store for higher quality 
performance. Hunter also gives customers 
the opportunity to demo a racquet for a 
few days before buying it. 

“Those are two things that really make 
us different from everyone else,” Hunter 
said. “We are a store totally devoted to 
tennis with more variety. Other stores like 
Academy are not going to carry the more 
exclusive racquets or have the option of 
getting a custom racquet made.” 

Hunter said she has helped all types of 
customers find exactly what they need 
from a husband looking for a gift for 
his wife to children choosing their first 
racquets. 

“It’s great to be able to interact with 
customers and get to know the com-
munity,” Hunter said. “I love that feeling 
when I help a woman pick out an outfit 
she loves or see when kids who are just 
starting out get excited about being 
involved in tennis.” 

It is that excitement that fuels Hunter 
to remain involved with local tennis 
leagues, school teams and country clubs 
with custom uniforms or gear and hosting 
team events. 

“I just hope that by being here, we are 
getting the community excited about ten-
nis again and to get back on the courts,” 
Hunter said. 

BuSiNESS

10700 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. B
The Woodlands • 281-719-5379
www.centrecourt-tennis.com

By George Mattingly

Centre Court services
In-store stringing: Players can select a 
racquet and strings based on their needs 
and have the racquets strung in the store 
with usually a one-day turnaround. 

Demo: Players can also demo certain 
racquets for three to seven days for a flat rate 
($5 for three days and $10 for seven days) 
to test out a racquet on the court before 
buying it. Once someone decides to buy, 
they get the $5 or $10 taken off the price of 
the racquet. 

Tennis courts in  
The Woodlands 
• 22 courts in the Village of Cochran’s  

Crossing
• 10 courts in the Village of Alden Bridge
• 8 courts in the Village of Grogan’s Mill
• 8 courts in the Village of Sterling Ridge
• 7 courts in the Village of Panther Creek
• 4 courts in the Village of Indian Springs
• 4 courts in the Village of College Park
• 4 courts in the Village of Creekside Park

Centre Court products 
Centre Court Tennis offers special tote bags 
for tennis gear with a variety of brands, 
including Court Couture, JetPac, Ame & Lulu, 
Maggie Mather and Glove It. 

Gift and novelty items available at Centre 
Court include picture frames, mugs, pens, 
cups and tennis T-shirts.

Tennis equipment offered at Centre Court 
includes name brands, such as Penn, Wilson, 
Dunlop, Babolat and Head. 

The stores offers dozens of name brand tennis 
shoes.

Customers can also purchase a variety of gifts and 
specialty items.

Customers can choose from a variety of brand 
name tennis racquets.

facebook.com/mainstreamboutiquethewoodlandstx | 3091 College Park Drive, Ste. 193 | 936.231.8609

20% Off 
one item

Good for regular priced items.  
Valid only at The Woodlands location.

Expires 12/11/13

Unique, affordable 
fashions for women 

of all ages
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1-800-35-WELLS
wellsfargo.com/biz

With a Wells Fargo Business Services® Package you can 
simplify your business fi nances, and now you can save money 
too. For a limited time, you can receive discounts on accounts 
and services that help you manage your business fi nances —

from checking accounts, business credit cards and lines of 
credit to merchant services and payroll services. As part of our 
ongoing small business commitment, Wells Fargo has loaned 
more money to small businesses than any other bank for more 

than a decade.* Talk to a Wells Fargo banker today to learn 
more. Because when people talk, great things happen.

* Community Reinvestment Act (CRA) government data — 2002-2012.
All credit decisions subject to approval.
© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (1134858_10494)

Grow your business, 
not your expenses.

1134858_10494 

4.9167x12.25

4C

Is working within your community what you’ve 
been searching for?

Are “passionate” and “professional” words that 
describe you?

We’re looking to speak with you. Submit your 
resume to jobs@impactnews.com.

www.impactnews.com

Community Impact Newspaper is the fastest growing 
news organization in Texas (INC. Magazine 2010-2012)

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE
THE WOODLANDS EDITION
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CadesBoards

CadesBoards, at 422 Sawdust Road, specializes in offering a variety of skateboards and accessories.
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CadesBoards
Skate shop brings culture to The Woodlands

O ne area shop is working to infuse 
a bit of counter culture into the 
community, and it’s doing so 

while building a loyal following and pro-
viding first-rate customer service.

CadesBoards, at 422 Sawdust Road, is 
the brainchild of owner Eric Laurian, a 
20-plus-year skateboarder who opened 
the shop more than seven years ago.

“I feel proud of this shop in that it does 
bring an eclectic vibe to The Woodlands, 
where there is kind of a buttoned-up 
mentality,” Laurian said. “Where things 
are so sterilized, to come in here, it’s a 
raw experience.”

Skateboarding has become so popular 
in the community, each village in The 
Woodlands features its own skate park 
and skating amenities. 

The experience at CadesBoards is 
something unique to The Woodlands, 
with an eclectic mix of music playing on 
the store’s stereo system ranging from 
jazz to classic country to alternative rock, 
while the painted skateboards and long-
boards adorn the shop’s walls.

“We keep it really simple,” Laurian said. 
“We’re very much a specialty shop. We do 
skateboards and that’s what we do. We’re 
not trying to be everything to everybody.”

CadesBoards contradicts the notion 
of the unwelcoming and unfriendly 
counter-culture shop. 

Laurian, who graduated in 2001 
from Texas A&M University Corpus 
Christi with a bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness, works to ensure his store is clean, 

friendly and focused on a higher level of 
customer service.

“We’re known for our service that 
exceeds expectations,” he said. “Our 
service is one of the reasons that we’re 
here. We offer friendly service; we’re nice 
to people; we show them respect.”

The store offers a full line of skate-
boards and longboards, including name 
brand, novelty and custom boards. Lau-
rian also sells trucks, wheels, bearings 
and grip tape so customers can design 
their own board. 

He even offers a line of boards he 
hand-painted, which he said are popular 
sellers. Laurian will also order boards 
and parts he may not have in stock.

“Whenever kids come in here and ask 
about a board, if I don’t have it, I can get 
it for them in the next week,” Laurian 
said. “We’re very quick to respond to the 
demands of the customers. We can flip 
that product response quickly.”

In addition to skateboards, Cades-
Boards also offers a selection of skate-
boarding shoes by specialty brands, such 
as Emerica, Globe and Dekline. 

Customers can also find shirts, safety 
gear, sunglasses and skateboarding DVDs. 

“We love what we do, and the kids 
love this shop,” Laurian said. “We’re 
going to stay here doing this because 
it’s such a great thing for skateboard-
ing. We’re still on the journey, and we’ve 
gotten better. The shop is enriched. We 
know we’re on a good path because 
people keep coming here.”

BuSiNESS

422 Sawdust Road
The Woodlands • 281-419-0900
www.cadesboards.com
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–7 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m.–6 p.m.
Sun. Noon–5 p.m.

Skateboard in The Woodlands
Several parks throughout The Woodlands 
offer amenities and areas for skateboarding.

• Tamarac Park – Grogan’s Mill
• Creekwood Park – Panther Creek
• Ridgewood Park – Panther Creek
• Bear Branch Park – Cochran’s Crossing
• Forestgate Park – Indian Springs
• Lakeside Park – Alden Bridge
• Terramont Park – Sterling Ridge
• Harpers Landing Park – College Park

By Brian Walzel

Skateboarding tricks
These are definitions of common 
skateboarding tricks, according to  
www.explatorium.edu.

• Backside: when a trick or turn is executed 
with the skater’s back facing the ramp or 
obstacle

• Caballerial: a 360-degree turn performed 
on a ramp while riding backwards, named 
after skater Steve Caballero

• Carve: to skate in a long, curving arc
• Fakie: skating backwards—the skater is 

standing in his normal stance, but the board 
is moving backward 

• Grind: scraping one or both axles on a curb, 
railing or other surface

• Kickflip: a variation on the ollie in which the 
skater kicks the board into a spin before 
landing back on it

• Noseslide: sliding the underside of the nose 
end of a board on a ledge or lip

• Ollie: a jump performed by tapping the tail 
of the board on the ground; the basis of 
most skating tricks 

• Railslide: a trick in which the skater slides 
the underside of the deck along an object, 
such as a curb or handrail

Eric Laurian opened CadesBoards seven years ago 
on Sawdust Road.

CadesBoards also offers a full line of longboards.

CadesBoards sells skateboarding shoes by 
Emerica, Dekline, Vox and Globe.

Sawdust Rd. 

45

Grogan’s Mill Rd.

Learn to Ice Skate 
Over the Holidays

The Ice Rink in The Woodlands • 9606 B Six Pines Drive, 77380
Located at the corner of Lake Robbins Dr. and Six Pines Dr.

The Ice Rink in the Woodlands
5 Week Learn to Skate Class: December 22-January 19

REGISTER AT AERODROMES.COM

Learn to skate lessons managed by Aerodrome Ice Skating complex. Spaces are limited
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viva itacate Bakery & Cafe

Sawdust Rd. 

45

Grogan’s Mill Rd.

Owners Howard Corcoran and Sara Guerrero opened Viva Itacate in The Woodlands two years ago.
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viva itacate Bakery & Café
Family cafe offers fresh, authentic cuisine

A large assortment of croissants, 
tarts, cookies and pastries greet 
customers at Viva Itacate Bakery 

and Café. The baked delights include cor-
onitas, a fried croissant filled and topped 
with dulce de leche, a Mexican caramel; 
Mexican wedding shortbread cookies 
made with ground pecans and covered 
in cinnamon and sugar; and a moist corn 
cake from a 100-year-old family recipe.

The restaurant started in Tampico, Mex-
ico, 33 years ago by Sara Guerrero’s family. 
She and her husband, Howard Corcoran, 
helped run the family’s four restaurants 
in Mexico before starting the cafe in The 
Woodlands more than two years ago. 

Viva Itacate serves Mexican food with 
a French influence, including quiche and 
fruit tarts. 

“There’s a lot of European influence in 
that region of Mexico and in our cafe,” 
Corcoran said. 

The food at Viva Itacate is created from 
family recipes, Corcoran said.

“The corn cake recipe is from Sara’s 
great-grandmother, and the other recipes 
are from her aunts and grandmother and 
family friends,” Corcoran said.

In addition to the desserts, the restau-
rant serves authentic, fresh breakfast and 
lunch, including migadas, a tostada-type 
dish served on a homemade corn tortilla 
and served with pork, beef or chicken, 
topped with lettuce, tomato, onions, cream 
and cheese. A lunch favorite is the torta de 
la barda—a sandwich with pork, beef or 
chicken and topped with avocado, toma-
toes and onions. 

The cafe makes its food in small batches, 
including its salsa and corn tortillas that 
are made fresh daily. Viva Itacate does not 
use any preservatives.

“The salsa is made with habaneros and 
tomatoes that are roasted first on the grill,” 
Corcoran said.

The meat served at the cafe is slow-
roasted for flavor.

“The pork cochinta is slow-roasted for 
six to eight hours in banana leaves, fresh 
orange juice, garlic, onion and achiote 
seed,” Corcoran said.

The restaurant is a hidden treasure, 
located in the middle of an expansive strip 
center off Sawdust Road. The cafe offers a 
quiet and relaxing ambience, with a dozen 
tables in a small dining area painted in 
warm, earthy yellow and maroon tones.

The cafe doubled its space more than a 
year ago to 2,200 square feet and can now 
more easily seat small parties meeting at 
the restaurant for occasions such as birth-
day celebrations, Bible studies or business 
meetings, Corcoran said.

Viva Itacate prides itself on customer 
service and has many loyal, return custom-
ers, Corcoran said. 

The cafe offers catering and will prepare 
trays of pastries in smaller sizes for parties. 

Guerrero, who is an artist and graphic 
designer, also makes and sells a large selec-
tion of specialized cakes. The bakery also 
sells empanadas, quiches and homemade 
soups daily. 

The coffee served at the cafe is a special 
blend of Mexican beans created specifically 
for Viva Itacate. 

DiNiNG

544 Sawdust Road 
The Woodlands • 281-298-7377
www.vivaitacate.com
Hours: Tue.–Sat. 8 a.m.–3 p.m.
Sun. 9 a.m.–3 p.m.

By Tamra Santana

Pies and holiday goods
The bakery offers a large selection of pies 
for Thanksgiving and holidays and stays 
open late on Wednesday, Nov. 27 until 7 p.m.

Pies:
• Pecan
• Pumpkin
• Peanut butter
• Apple
• Chocolate

Holiday goods:
• Pumpkin bread
• Empanadas
• Quiche
• Sweet breads
• Tarts and eclairs

Holiday cookies are also available including 
gingerbread, Mexican wedding cookies and 
Christmas cut-out cookies in various shapes 
including Santa, candy canes and Christmas 
trees.

Customer favorites:
• Chilaquiles–corn tortillas and slow-cooked 

chicken in a homemade tomato sauce, 
topped with avocado, served with black 
beans and eggs ($6.75)

• Migadas–a tostada-type entree served on 
a homemade corn tortilla and served with 
pork, beef or chicken, and served with 
lettuce, tomato, onions, cream and cheese 
($7.50)

• Torta de la Barda–sandwich with pork, 
beef or chicken and topped with avocado, 
tomatoes and onions and served with spicy 
carrots. ($7.25)

• Tamales–filled with chicken or pork and 
cooked wrapped in banana leaves, served 
with a side of beans and cheese. ($3.25/ea.) 

The cafe’s corn cake is from a family recipe.

The bakery offers a large assortment of desserts.

Chilaquiles ($6.75) is a breakfast favorite. 

home staging | interior design | remodeling | consulting

www.tepuydesigns.com

 713-483-4606
Hablamos español

info@tepuydesigns.com
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David Gornet
Executive director, Grand Parkway Assoc. 
By David Pollan 

David Gornet has been living and breathing the Grand Parkway for 30 years. He is 
the executive director for the Grand Parkway Association and has served in that capac-
ity since 2001. Part of his role as executive director is to educate and inform the public 
about the benefits of the Grand Parkway. 

An engineer by trade, Gornet was performing alignment studies for the Grand 
Parkway dating back to the 1980s. Before his work with the GPA, Gornet worked for 18 
years for a consulting firm in Houston as director of transportation planning. 

In 1984, the Texas Department of Transportation authorized the creation of the 
Grand Parkway Association as a nonprofit state transportation corporation. The pur-
pose of the association is to facilitate the efficient development of Houston’s third outer 
highway loop. Conceived by the city of Houston in 1962, the Grand Parkway will span 
more than 180 miles once it is completed. 

COFFEE WITH IMPACT

has to give a little because there would be 
offsetting impacts in another county. 

What are the main ways in which 
the Grand Parkway Association 
facilitates the construction of the 
Grand Parkway? 

The Grand Parkway Association’s 
charge is only to do the environmental 
planning, set the partnership between the 
local governments, the property owners 
and the state, and to get a route set. We 
have not built any of the road. The GPA 
continues to do public involvement events 
even though our job is technically done 
now that we have environmental approval 
on those segments. There is still a job to 
go out and meet with folks and commu-
nicate what is going on. 

As of now, we are staying in business. 
We still have three segments to finish up: 
Segment B and segments H and I1. We 
do not have environmental approval on 
those yet. 

What are the most important things 
drivers should know in regards to 
construction and lane closures?

Zachry-Odebrecht’s website  
grandparkway99.com. Part of their con-
tract with TxDOT required them to have 
a public involvement office so that people 
knew about all of that. If you go there you 
can get signed up for alerts. Because the 
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The Grand Parkway was identified 
back in the 1960s. Why has the 
project been delayed? 

The process has been different for 
several of the segments. The challenge as 
we move forward with other segments 
has been they want to use federal funds 
or at least qualify for federal funds. As 
of today, we are still not using any direct 
federal funds for it. But to be eligible to 
use federal funds you have to go through 
a federal environmental process that 
takes a significant amount of time for a 
new location road. The documentation 
process, all the public involvement, going 
through the federal reviews adds up a lot 
of time to that. And a lot of cost. That has 
been a challenge. 

Can you comment on the challenges 
of working on a project with various 
departments and officials?

Going through seven counties has been 
challenging, but we have been blessed 
to have almost universal support from 
elected officials. Each county has their 
own ideas about what would be most 
beneficial for their county. You have to 
get the various officials in each county to 
understand the challenges and that if you 
are doing something in their county that 
it might have impacts elsewhere as well.  
You have got to get them all to under-
stand that. And sometimes one county 

Grand Parkway is what would be called a 
green field project—it’s not following an 
existing road predominately—the street 
closures should be very limited. 

What kind of economic impact can 
residents near Grand Parkway’s 
path anticipate?

I am sure that if I had a house that 
had been there for years and all of a 
sudden you are building a highway in 
my backyard, I would think that those 
specific homes are going to have probably 
an adverse impact to them. From either 
a noise, a visual perspective or just a 
perception that this house has gone down 
in value. I regret any area that we are 
doing that. 

As an area though, certainly Segment 
D has been a huge benefit for Fort Bend 
County and western Harris County. It has 
opened up that area. It’s been very positive 
for that area. I would expect that areas 
from Katy to Cypress on over to Tom-
ball to Spring in to Montgomery County 
are going to see very similar patterns of 
growth in those corridors. 

What impact, if any, has the 
ExxonMobil relocation and Grand 
Parkway’s construction had on one 
another?

There is always those conspiracy 
theorists that think you are only building 

the road for this big corporation, and 
the big corporation is going to benefit. 
Well, the city had [Grand Parkway] on 
its plans back in the 1960s. We started 
the study for Segments E, F1, F2 and G 
back in 1999. We already had lines drawn 
on a map and had a publisher draft an 
environmental impact statement in 2004 
and the revised draft in 2006. The final 
environmental impact statement was 
published in 2008 for that area. Exxon, I 
do not think, selected its office site until 
the 2009 time frame or so. 

How will Grand Parkway make 
commuting easier for residents 
along the Rayford Road corridor?

It is going to give them another access. 
Today, if I am in Spring Trails or Benders 
Landing, I am pretty well stuck taking 
Riley Fuzzell Road down to the Hardy 
Toll Road, or taking Rayford Road over to 
I-45. The Grand Parkway is going to give 
them better access. 

As the Grand Parkway opens up, we are 
going to see a redistribution of trips. Peo-
ple will change their current trip pattern 
and do things differently. I would expect 
that Rayford Road would probably have 
a little less traffic on it, unless there are 
people today that really wanted to go that 
way. You will have more capacity to move 
cars through that southeast Montgomery 
County area. 

HIGH HEEL
HAPPY HOUR

THEBREASTCANCERCHARITIES
OF AMERICA

GOi P NK
Sponsored by Jaguar Land Rover Houston North

NOVEMBER 20, 2013
6:00 - 8:00 PM

VIP  NK
ONE STOP LUXURY
SHOPPING EVENT

FOR MORE INFO VISIT

iGoPINK.org

• Commercial & Residential
• Protect your family & investments
• Showcase your homeʼs beauty 
• Increase your property value
• Energy saving LEDs available
• FREE lighting consultations
• We service existing systems
• Now line-voltage certified

(281) 454-4900           www.NiteLites.com

Outdoor Lighting, Design, Installation, 
and Maintenance Since 1992

One Phone Call for  
All Your Lighting Requirements

O

Illuminate for Autumn
with Breathtaking Outdoor Lighting.

Each location is locally owned and operated. Some restrictions may apply. 
Offer valid only at this location. Expires 12/31/2013.

applypl .Each location is locally owned ad nd operach locat nd ope

S A V E U P  T O  $ 3 0 0 . 0 0
On You r  N i t e L i t e s  Sy s t em  W i t h  T h i s  A d 

(281) 454-4900 • www.NiteLites.com
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Wes Stephens 
Mayor of Shenandoah 
By Matt Stephens  

Serving his community has been an integral part 
of Shenandoah Mayor Wes Stephens’ life since he 
arrived in Shenandoah in 1996. 

Stephens, 45, said he and his wife Gwen, a 
Shenandoah native, moved into the community in 
1996 on the cusp of the city’s economic develop-
ment explosion. 

It was not long until he was approached by then-
Mayor David Vetter in 1997 to serve on the city’s 
planning and zoning commission. Possessing a 
passion for development, Stephens said he enjoyed 
his time serving on the commission for four and a 
half years. 

In 2001, Councilman Larry Kizer moved out 
of the city and Stephens was elected to serve out 
the remainder of the term. After nine years on the 
council, Stephens’ final term expired in 2011 and he 
took time off to spend with his family. 

However, Mayor Gary Watts opted not to run 
for reelection in 2012, and Stephens said he was 
encouraged by members of the community to run 

for mayor. He was elected and began serving his 
first term as mayor, which is up for re-election in 
May 2014.   

The vice president of supply chain for NCS 
Energy, Stephens also serves on The Woodlands 
Area Economic Development Partnership board of 
directors and for the board of The Woodlands Area 
Chamber of Commerce, while also staying involved 
with the First Baptist Church of The Woodlands.  

Throughout more than a decade serving the 
community he loves, Stephens has seen Shenan-
doah flourish in terms of economic development. 
However, he refuses to take credit for the work put 
in by city staff and council. 

“A lot of elected officials say I’ve done this or I’ve 
done that, but I’ve done very little,” Stephens said. 
“I want to give a lot of credit to the people who have 
served in these offices before me on City Council. It 
takes a lot of good ideas and a lot of leg work from 
the whole team. It’s a team effort. I take no credit 
for any particular project.”

PEOPLE

What makes Shenandoah a special 
community? 

Shenandoah’s got a hometown feel. 
We have the ability, through some of 
our prosperity, to do a lot of unique 
things that larger cities and smaller cities 
have less ability to do, [such as] Light-
ing of the Angels, the luminaries–a lot 
of traditional things that we do, things 
that brings our residents out to see their 
neighbors a few times a year and hold 
that sense of community. 

What are the council’s most 
significant accomplishments? 

We’ve done so many things. Obviously 
we’ve been very prosperous with all our 
commercial development, especially 
compared to other small cities our size. 
We operate as a large city from a cash flow 
perspective, but it allows us to provide 
almost unparalleled amenities for our 
residents and safety. Here recently we’ve 
been able to achieve the lowest ad valorem 

tax rate in the county. So we’re trying to 
give back to our residents with economic 
prosperity. Going along with the ameni-
ties we provide, we’ve got almost a brand 
new infrastructure around our city. 

What challenges does the city face? 
One of our challenges is the sheer 

growth that we have with the type of 
residential and commercial situations 
with our properties being adjacent. We 
try to keep a good balance, and we try 
to keep proper restrictions on both. 
Transportation is a big issue for us, but 
that’s more of a regional problem. In 
Shenandoah, we’ve done a lot of strategic 
planning. For example, we are hoping 
to eventually extend David Memorial 
[Drive] out to [Hwy.] 242. We are very 
diligent to work with the commission-
ers and the other entities in the area that 
have transportation issues to make sure 
there’s a regional plan and not just indi-
vidual, segmented plans.

Surrounded by larger communities, 
how hard is it for Shenandoah to 
develop its own identity? 

Identity is tough, but the bottom line 
is that we’re experiencing the prosperity. 
I just want the amenities to come. I want 
the good development. If [businesses] 
want to say they’re in The Woodlands 
because it will help their business, it 
doesn’t matter to me. If you step back and 
look at it as a group effort to bring eco-
nomic prosperity to the area, Shenandoah 
will do its part. 

What are some goals you have for 
the future of Shenandoah? 

Having a background in finance, the 
city’s budget is very important to me [as 
is] its ability to sustain. We’ve tried to put 
city’s ordinances and zoning in place to 
allow our wonderful commercial sector to 
not only thrive, but to [also] sustain in the 
future. We want to see those businesses 
continue to prosper and stay there for the 

long haul and to encourage good redevel-
opment when that time comes. [I want] to 
ensure that the city is fiscally stable and 
good decisions are made. We agreed as 
a City Council recently to put one year’s 
operating cash in the tank. We’re also 
funding future infrastructure improve-
ments and replacements before its needed 
so that we don’t have to go into debt to do 
those things. We have a long-term goal of 
being debt free. 

How much longer would you like to 
serve the city? 

My term expires in May, and I’m going 
to reserve the right to change my mind, 
but at the moment I’m not planning to 
seek another term. I’ve been doing this 
over 15 years between all of my positions, 
and my family is ready for a little more 
dad at home. I’d like to hand over the 
reigns to somebody with new eyes. Let 
them take [Shenandoah] past where we 
have it now.
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Pictures/Colors for Illustration only. w/Approved Credit, Financed thru Ally Finance. Dealer Contribution May Effect Final Negotiated Price. Payments deferred til say till 
March. 2014 Factory Rebate and Discounts changes may occur after release of publication of this ad which may affect discounts and savings. 

855-586-8441 • 1654 I-45 NORTH • CONROEBUICKGMC.COM 

PRO GRADE PROTECTION
WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE.

N LOOP 336

WILSON RD.

105

WEISNER OF CONROE

OF CONROE - SINCE 1972

All Remaining In Stock 2013 GMC1500 SIERRAS
EXTENDED CABS 
& CREW CABS

HUGE
Color

Selection
Equipped Not 

Stripped

Equipped Not 
Stripped

$0 DOWN PAYMENT - 0% APR FOR 72 MONTHS OR NO PAYMENTS ‘TIL MARCH 2014

ALL Remaining 

IN STOCK
TOTAL
SAVINGS  $11,000  $11,000

1

Savings Include: $4000 Rebate, 
$7000 Dealer Discount Savings Include: $3500 Rebate, 

$7500 Dealer Discount
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M any of the challenges 
and dangers youths 
have faced over the 

past 30-plus years—during which 
time Montgomery County Youth 
Services has been in operation—
have certainly changed, with 
the existence of the Internet and 
social networking being cited as 
chief culprits. 

John Bracken, executive 
director of MCYS, believes new 
technologies have led to a more 
enigmatic issue of youth and their 
view of the world.

“Kids today are exposed to 
more in the world,” he said. 
“The information they have at 
their fingertips now gives them 
a little bit of uncertainty about 
this world. They wonder, ‘Is it all 
going to be okay?’”

That hyper-awareness of 
the world and their surround-
ings, coupled with traditional 

dynamics, such as divorce, drugs 
and alcohol, and oftentimes abuse 
and neglect, create a broad range 
of issues Bracken and the coun-
selors and staff at MCYS work to 
alleviate in the clients they see.

“Lots of families are struggling 
out there,” Bracken said. “It’s hard 
work raising kids in these days 
and times. But once [children and 
families] come in, our experience 
is, because we make the process 
easy for them, we can usually get 
them engaged.”

Whether it be through play 
therapy for younger children with 
licensed professionals, family and 
parenting counseling, crisis inter-
vention or a host of other services 
the organization provides, MCYS’ 
goal is to strengthen families, 
keep youths in school and 
prepare them to be productive 
members of society.

“People just have to take a 

much more active role in pay-
ing attention to what their kids 
are doing,” Bracken said. 

In addition to its in-house 
services at locations through-
out Montgomery and Walker 
counties, MCYS also provides the 
BridgeWay Youth Shelter, a co-ed 
shelter that offers 13 beds for 
short-term stays. The shelter is an 
option for youth ages 10 to 17 for 
a 90-day period, Bracken said. 

MCYS’ Fairway facility is a 
long-term co-ed foster group 
home for 12 residents ages 13 to 
17, which helps provide youth 
with transitional living skills to 
help them live independent lives 
after high school.

“As adults, we try to foster 
the good that is in them and the 
things that are right and okay, 
and get them to recognize that,” 
Bracken said. “Except they don’t 
have a family to go home to.”

Montgomery County youth 
Services
Agency aids county’s at-risk youth

NONPROFiT

Montgomery County youth Services

Montgomery County Youth Services offers a variety of programs and services to help 
at-risk youth in the area.
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By Brian Walzel

Individual and family counseling services offered at no cost at five locations.
The Woodlands 
1600 Lake Front Circle,  
Ste. 130 • 281-292-6471 

Magnolia 
31355 Friendship Drive,  
Ste. 400 • 281-259-0440 

Services offered
• Crisis Response Teams
• Therapeutic Summer Program
• Pregnancy, Parenting Teen Support
• Alcohol and Substance Abuse 

Education
• Alcohol Education Programs
• Group Counseling
• Youth Shelter
• Street Outreach Services
• Parenting Education Groups

Families in crisis

Youth and families 
received MCYS 

crisis intervention 
services in 2012

163 Provided 
individual and 

family  
counseling to

clients in 2012
1,221

309
Outreach Services handled

crisis calls in 
2012

Conroe 
105 W. Lewis St. 
936-756-8682

Huntsville 
7045 Hwy. 75 S. 
936-293-1003

Splendora 
16401 First St. 
281-689-5104

STRATEGIC ALLOCATION MODELING by Wealth Development Strategies, L.P. (Continued)
P A I D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Wealth Development Strategies, L.P., one of Houston’s oldest 
comprehensive fi nancial planning fi rms offi cially opened its 
Woodlands Offi ce on October 1st. Dan L. Bates, CLU, ChFC, 
Senior Vice President, leads the new offi ce that is located at 
21 Waterway. “We have begun the process of assembling a 
team of experienced advisors that can offer potential clients 
specialized expertise in all areas of fi nance and fi nancial plan-
ning. We want to be the advisors that people turn to when 
considering any type of insurance, investment, or employee 
benefi t plan.”

Dan L. Bates, CLU, ChFC, Sr. Vice President
21 Waterway #300, The Woodlands, TX 77381

(832) 910-3553

The following is a continuation of the last issue’s interview 
with Mr. Bates:

Q.  What makes Wealth Development Strategies, L.P. unique?
A. We utilize Strategic Allocation Modeling which goes beyond 
investment selection and asset allocation to accomplish a client’s 
fi nancial objectives. This modeling process allows our clients 
to stress their current fi nancial plan under a myriad of different 
economic and tax conditions. It also seeks to maximize their re-
sults by comparing the potential outcome of different integra-
tion strategies and implementing velocity of money principles. 

Q. What are the benefi ts of Strategic Allocation Modeling?
A.  Almost everyone has a few fi nancial objectives in common. We 
all desire to create long-term wealth to assure ourselves a sub-
stantial and secure retirement income. To do this we instinctively 
know that we must minimize the taxes we pay and the other 
things that can erode our assets. Most people recognize the “risk/
reward” concept but want to keep the fi nancial risks they have to 
assume to a minimum. Given the choice, most would express the 
desire to protect their fi nancial legacy for their family and pass 
their assets to the next generation intact. And fi nally, everyone 
wants to accomplish these things without sacrifi cing their current 
lifestyle. To do these things you have to be organized and inten-
tional in your fi nancial decisions. 

Traditional fi nancial planning establishes a roadmap to achieving 
one’s goals through investment selection and asset allocation. 
Strategic Allocation Modeling enhances that process by seeking 
to maximize the outcome through asset coordination, integration 
and implementing velocity of money principles. The problem is that 
most people make their ongoing fi nancial decisions one at a time 
without considering the impact of the rest of their planning. Over 
time, their fi nances begin to resemble a fi nancial “junk drawer”. 

Although they have different insurances and investments, there is 
no integration or coordination between their assets or strategies.

The solution is Strategic Allocation Modeling. This process allows 
us to organize, analyze and measure any fi nancial decision and 
the impact it will make on the desired outcome. The process 
used in the Strategic Allocation Model, helps them to understand 
the interrelationship between all of their fi nancial decisions. This 
enables them to make more informed and coordinated choic-
es, minimize their taxes and maximize their wealth during their 
working years. The model also benefi ts the client by maximizing 
their after-tax income during retirement.

Registered Representative of and Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through 
Hornor, Townsend & Kent, Inc. (HTK) Registered Investment Advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC. 4203 
Montrose Boulevard 5th Floor, Houston TX 77006. (713) 561-8100 Wealth Development Strate-
gies, L.P. is independent of HTK.

Plan to attend Part 1 of our

Educational Dinner Seminar Series
on 

“STRATEGIC ALLOCATION 
MODELING”

Beginning in January 2014.

Contact Dan L. Bates, CLU, ChFC
(832)910-3553 to reserve an invitation
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T he Woodlands Township 
welcomes the holiday 
season and one of its 

most popular traditions later 
this month with the opening of 
the Woodlands Ice Rink, along 
with a variety of winter festivi-
ties for the family. 

The ice skating rink, at the 
corner of Lake Robbins and Six 
Pines drives, will be open for 60 
days from Nov. 23 through Jan. 
20, and it serves as the center-
piece for several events through-
out the holiday season. 

“The rink is a place for mem-
ories to be made,” said Nick 
Wolda, director of community 
relations for The Woodlands 
Township and president of The 
Woodlands Convention and 
Visitors Bureau. “People want 
to enjoy their time off, and the 
rink provides that because it 
creates an exciting atmosphere 
for the holidays.” 

Along with ice skating, 
visitors can enjoy holiday 

celebrations centered around 
the rink, which opens on the 
same day. 

The annual Lighting of the 
Doves Festival celebrates its 31st 
year and features live music, 
fireworks and an appearance 
from Santa Claus. The Lighting 
of the Doves is in conjunction 
with the International Winter 
on the Waterway Festival, a 
showcase of holiday traditions 
from around the world.  

Visitors can also walk through 
a vibrant holiday lighting 
display in Winter Wonderland, 
featuring displays of elves, toy 
soldiers, angels and snowmen. 

The rink features a 
7,600-square-foot ice surface 
surrounded by decking with 
tables and concessions all in the 
midst of bright lights, Christmas 
trees and colorful holiday décor. 
Wolda said the rink is popular 
for birthday parties, corpo-
rate events and other celebra-
tions, making it a distinctive 

destination for visitors and 
residents around the holidays.  

Visitors can participate in dif-
ferent themed nights during the 
week, such as “Bring a Friend 
Day,” “Rockin’ Skate Night” and 
“Hot Cocoa Day.”

It is enthusiasm from the 
community that has made the 
rink a long-enduring tradi-
tion that has grown over years, 
Wolda said. Since opening 14 
years ago, he said the rink has 
seen the number of skaters grow 
from 20,000 in 1999 to 50,000 
in 2012. 

“Part of what makes the rink 
so popular is that it is outdoors 
and one of the biggest in the 
surrounding area so people don’t 
have to travel too far for enter-
tainment,” Wolda said. “Also, the 
rink is only available for a limited 
time. With all the festivities and 
events, people get more and more 
excited for the rink with the 
upcoming holidays.” 

The Woodlands ice Rink
Popular holiday tradition returns for 14th season

ENTERTAiNMENT

The Woodlands ice Rink

Lake Woodlands Dr. 

Lake Robbins Dr. 

45

Six Pines and Lake Robbins drives
The Woodlands • 281-419-5630
www.thewoodlandscvb.com

The Woodlands Ice Rink opens Nov. 23 and will remain open until Jan. 20. 

C
o

ur
te

sy
 T

he
 W

o
o

d
la

nd
s 

C
V

B

By George Mattingly

Hours of operation
Mon.–Thu. 3–9 p.m.
Fri. 3–11 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m.–11 p.m.
Sun. Noon–7 p.m.

Holiday hours
Nov. 28 1–9 p.m.
Dec. 24 11 a.m.—6 p.m.
Dec. 25 2–8 p.m.
Dec. 31 Noon–1 a.m.
Jan. 1 11 a.m.–9 p.m.

Bring your children to tell Santa their special Christmas  
wish and get their picture with him!!!

Santa Visits Tradition Bank
November 23rd • 9am - Noon

Tradition Bank, 3205 College Park Dr., • The Woodlands, TX 77384 • 936-273-4286

Tri-County Services 
From the Heart drop location
December 2nd - December 11th

Wooded Overlook
From the Low $600s 

(281) 255-0299

Coronet Ridge
From the Low $700s 

(281) 516-0899

The Estates at Blairs Way
From the Mid-$700s 

(281) 516-0899

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices 
subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confi rm applicable 
features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 & 
2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders. Professional Builder Magazine, December 2012. 

Five-Time Texas 
Builder of the Year!*TollBrothers.com/CITW

NOW OPENNOW OPEN
in The Woodlands!

Visit today for pre-construction pricing & best home site selection!

Convenient to the George Mitchell Nature Preserve 
Highly-Regarded Schools  •  Resort-Style Amenities

3 new neighborhoods in the Villages of Creekside Park
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Alpha & Omega
Mounted patrol brings visibility to 
law enforcement

iNSiDE iNFORMATiON None of the Alpha & Omega employees 
are allowed to carry guns. If a patroller 
witnesses a crime, he is told to contact 
security at The Woodlands Mall or the 
Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office. Patrol is 
provided contact numbers to reach officers in 
the area. 

Forty-forty-five of the 250-300 mounted 
patrol employed by Alpha & Omega nationwide 
are active in The Woodlands at a given time. 
The number of patrollers on duty vary depending 
on the time of the year, and it increases around 
the holidays and for particular events, such as 
concerts at the Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion. 

Alpha & Omega employees patrol in The 
Woodlands from 10 a.m.—midnight. Although 
their routes differ, they patrol from Grogan’s Mill 
Road east to I-45 and from Lake Front Circle south 
to Woodlands Parkway. 

Unlike other law enforcement agencies 
patrolling from vehicles, the mounted patrol 
have a 360 degree view of Town Center, as 
well as a significant height advantage to see 

over crowds and cars in parking lots.

Founded in the 1980s by CEO Frank Keller, 
Alpha & Omega Mounted Patrol began 
providing services to The Woodlands in 1994. It 
is the oldest mounted security company in the 
United States, and it provides patrol services 

for communities and seasonal 
services throughout the 

country. 

2014 Woodlands Township Public Safety Budget
The majority of The Woodlands Township’s law enforcement budget 
goes to contracted services with other entities, including Montgomery  
  County, Harris County, the city of Shenandoah  
   and Alpha & Omega. The mounted patrol’s  
    2014 funding increased 4.8 percent from  
  2013’s funding. 

Car Alarms

Lost Cars

Security Assists

Law Enforcement Assists

unsecured vehicles

Lockouts

0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400

Community Policing Stats 
From January through August of this year, Alpha & Omega Mounted Patrol responded to the following 
incidents within Town Center: 

Mounted Patrol Responses

715

1,482

564

256
116

89

By Matt Stephens

69.9%  Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office expenses - $8.06 million
12.0%      Alpha & Omega Mounted Patrol - $1.38 million
7.7%         Equipment expenses - $885,000
5.4%        Harris County Precinct 3 Constable’s Office - $624,000
3.3%        Other contracted services - $381,176
1.6%         Salary, benefits and staff development – $186,000
0.1%         Public education, relations - $12,000 

At this time of � anksgiving we pause to count our blessings.

� e freedom of this great country in which we live.

It’s opportunity for achievement.

� e friendship and con� dence you have shown in us.

For all those things we are deeply thankful.

Happy Thanksgiving!
-The Kink Team
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1500 Research Forest Drive. Suite 130 • 281-292-9900

Happy Holidays 
from your local Chocolatiers!

$5 Off a $25 
Purchase

coupon code CI
expires 12-31-13

We have Corporate Gifts, Teacher Gifts, 
Chocolate Fountains, Stocking Stuffers 

and more!

in The Woodlands, Texas Present this coupon to the customer service 
counter at The Ice Rink. Valid Monday through 

Friday only. Offer expires Monday, Jan. 20, 
2014. Limit one coupon per person. Coupon 

does not apply on Admission for Children 
5 and under. Not valid with any other offer 

including holidays.

Open Daily: Nov. 23, 2013 – Jan. 20, 2014
Location: Corner of Lake Robbins

& Six Pines Drive

www.Facebook.com/TheWoodlandsIcerink

in The Woodlands, Texas

HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS IN THE WOODLANDS NOV. THROUGH JAN.!

CI
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Sweet TreatsSweet Treats
Some say it is a passing trend, but gourmet cupcakes are alive and 
well in The Woodlands, along with an array of specialty sweet shops 
serving all manners of sinfully rich diet busters. Among the places to 
drop in for a quick energy burst are the following:

9950 Woodlands Parkway, Ste. 400  
The Woodlands • 281-298-9684 
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.—3:30 p.m.,  
Sat. 8 a.m.—3 p.m.,  
Sun. 8 a.m.—2 p.m. 
www.thewoodlandsgourmetbakery.com
This French bakery features a large 
menu, but its selection of sweet crepes, 
pastries and cakes keeps dessert fans 
coming back. In a small shopping center 
in the westernmost part of Woodlands 
Parkway, this bakery is mostly a 
breakfast and lunch affair, closing at 
3:30 p.m. weekdays.  

This list is not a comprehensive list of 
area bakeries.

Woodlands Gourmet Bakery

544 Sawdust Road 
The Woodlands • 281-298-7377 
Hours: Closed Mon., Tues.–Fri. 7:30 
a.m.—7 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.—3 p.m.,  
Sun. 9 a.m.—3 p.m.
www.vivaitacate.com
Among the many offerings of this 
Mexican-themed eatery are decadent 
bakery items, such as mini cakes, tarts, 
éclairs, apple cinnamon rolls and cake 
by the slice. Specialty coffees, teas and 
hot chocolate are also on the menu, 
along with breakfast and lunch items, 
such as empanadas. 

Viva Itacate Bakery & Café

27160 Glen Loch Drive
The Woodlands • 281-367-0564
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–7 p.m.
Opened in 1989, The Candy House 
is one of The Woodlands’ oldest and 
most distinctive businesses. The 
Candy House is an old-fashioned 
candy and sweet shop that offers 
homemade fudge, popcorn, chocolates 
and novelties.  

The Candy House

1500 Research Forest Drive  
The Woodlands • 281-292-9900
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.—6 p.m., 
Closed Sun.
www.schakolad.com
Pronounced shaq-oh-LAD, the 
successful Schakolad franchise was 
built by making on-site European recipe 
chocolate at each location. Kosher 
and vegan versions are available. 
Assortments include a “create your own 
box” option. 

Schakolad Chocolate Factory

19075 I–45, Ste. 111D,  
Shenandoah • 936-321-3336 
Hours: Mon.–Thu. 10:30 a.m.—8:30 
p.m., Fri.–Sat. 10:30 a.m.—9 p.m.,  
Sun. noon—6 p.m.
www.pietown.net
Pie Town is an aptly named shop offering 
more than 40 flavors of made-from-
scratch pies. Personal pies, sampler 
packs and 10-inch extra deep pies are 
available along with hot, iced and frozen 
coffees. Pie selections include seasonal 
flavors and sugar-free versions. 

Pie Town Café 

329 Sawdust Road  
Spring • 281-203-5115
Hours: Mon. 7 a.m.—3 p.m., Tue.–Fri. 7 
a.m.—5 p.m., Sat. 7 a.m.—2 p.m. 
www.perfectblendbakerycafe.com
Tucked away in a strip mall, Perfect 
Blend offers a full menu with noteworthy 
baked treats, such as pineapple upside 
down cake, cake balls, lemon bars and 
fruit tarts. Specialty coffees include a 
Snickers latte and other flavors. 

Perfect Blend Bakery & Café

10868 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. B  
The Woodlands • 281-419-8026
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 9 a.m.—7 p.m., 
Closed Sun.
www.nothingbundtcakes.com
Bundt cakes are the name of the game 
at this shop that also features gifts, 
cards and nostalgic décor for browsing. 
There are sizes for all appetites, from 
bite-sized “Bundtinis” to single-serving 
“Bundtlets” to jumbo double-tiered 
cakes. 

Nothing Bundt Cakes

4747 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 150 
The Woodlands • 281-651-5637
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.—7 p.m., 
Sun. noon—5 p.m. 
www.gigiscupcakesusa.com
With locations all over the U.S., this 
gourmet bakery and café recently 
announced a new menu rollout featuring 
fall flavors, such as pumpkin white 
chocolate. Cheesecakes, gluten-free 
fare and mini cupcakes are also 
available. 

Gigi’s Cupcakes

3091 College Park Drive 
The Woodlands • 936-271-4518
Hours: 8 a.m.—3 p.m. daily
www.forestcafeandbakery.com
More than a dozen flavors of 
cheesecake, cakes, pies, bread pudding 
and scones highlight this family-run 
business known for its desserts. 
Breakfast is served all day and lunch is 
available after 11 a.m.

Forest Cafe & Bakery

26119 I-45.  
Spring • 936-232-3291 
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 11 a.m.–6 p.m. 
www.babycakesbakery.net
BabyCakes specializes in jumbo 
cupcakes with creamy filling. Flavor 
combinations boast names such as the 
Elvis, Big Cheese, The Rebel and Love 
Lucy. BabyCakes also has shops in 
Montgomery and Willis. 

BabyCakes

6531 FM 1488 
Magnolia • 281-259-5833 
Hours: Tues.–Sat. 10 a.m.—6 p.m.,  
Closed Sun. and Mon.
www.doublepbakery.com
“Cupcake pushups,” Texas-size 
brownies and Oreo Popcorn are some 
of the distinctive fare at Double P, a 
cupcake shop and bakery boasting the 
ability to bake cookies in any shape. 
Specialty treats can be made to order. 

Double P Bakery

1810 Rayford Road 
Spring • 281-723-3621 
Hours: Wed.–Sat. 10:30 a.m.–7 p.m., 
Sun. 11 a.m.–6 p.m. 
The main draw of this drive-through 
specialty shop is gourmet cupcakes in 
distinctive flavors, such as chocolate 
caramel sea salt, bourbon pecan pie 
and wedding cake. Those without a 
sweet tooth can choose from a regular 
lunch menu. Personal-size and whole 
pies also are available. 

The Cupcake Shack

6777 Woodlands Parkway, Ste. 304 
The Woodlands • 281-298-7474 
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 9 a.m.—7 p.m., 
Closed Sun.
www.frostbakeshoppe.com
Gourmet cupcakes are the main draw 
at this Woodlands-based bakery that 
appeared on Food Network’s “Cupcake 
Wars.”  Cupcake “flavors of the day” 
rotate and include gluten free, toffee 
crunch, Snickerdoodle and chocolate 
covered banana. Brownies, cookies and 
other treats are also available. 

Frost Bake Shoppe

26830 I-45 
Spring • 281-363-3354
Hours: Tues.–Fri. 9 a.m.—3 p.m.,  
Sat. 9 a.m.—noon 
A family-owned bakery on the 
east side of I-45, Nielsen’s Bakery 
specializes in desserts, such as fudge 
walnut strudel, Texas fudge cake, as 
well as all types of layer cakes, cookies 
and pies. The 33-year-old business 
also strikes a healthier note with 
offerings such as veggie, cheese and 
fruit trays. 

Nielsen’s Bakery

3091 College Park Drive  
The Woodlands • 936 271 1919
Hours: Mon.–Thu. noon—10 p.m., Fri.–
Sat. noon—11 p.m., Sun. noon—9 p.m. 
Piccomolo is a chain of U.S. ice cream 
shops specializing in both milk and fruit 
gelato and other Italian frozen desserts. 
More exotic flavors include pepita, 
(honey, almonds and chocolate crunch), 
dolce patata (sweet potato) and malaga 
(rum and raisin), but favorites, such as 
pistachio, rocky road and pumpkin pie, 
also make up the menu. 

Piccomolo Italian Ice Cream

319 Riley Fuzzell Road 
Spring • 281-353-2670 
Hours: Tues.–Thu. 8 a.m.—5 p.m.,  
Fri. 8 a.m.—6 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.—noon, 
Closed Sun. and Mon.
Assorted flavors of cake bites and fudge 
are available daily at this custom bakery 
close to Old Town Spring. Full-sized 
cakes are available by advance order. 

Lindy’s Country Cupboard 
Cake Shop

Compiled by Nicole Bradford
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The 200-plus volunteer members of the 
Assistance League of Montgomery 
County provide for children and seniors 
throughout Montgomery County through their 
nine philanthropic programs, such as provid-
ing clothing for needy school children and 
blankets for seniors. Members are required to 
provide a $50 annual membership fee, attend 
monthly chapter meetings and work once a 
month at the thrift shop. 
26 N. San Jacinto St., 
Conroe • 936-760-1151 
www.assistanceleaguemont-co.org

Breast Cancer Charities of America 
holds four annual events, including a Choco-
late and Wine Tasting, Stiletto Sprint, a spring 
golf tournament and fall gala. Money raised 
through the organization’s events goes to its 
Help Now Fund, which assists those bat-
tling breast cancer with emergency financial 
services to help pay rent and utilities. Breast 
Cancer Charities of America is seeking volun-
teers for its four major events, as well as office 
assistance and creating and delivering pack-
ages to breast cancer patient 
8505 Technology Forest Place, Ste. 604,  
The Woodlands • 936-231-8460 
www.thebreastcancercharities.org 

Children’s Safe Harbor helps children 
who have been victims of physical or sex-
ual abuse in Montgomery and surrounding 

counties. Volunteers are needed for the Family 
Services Team, which works one-on-one with 
children and families at Safe Harbor, and for 
the Multi-disciplinary Support Team, which as-
sists the professionals working each case. 
1519 Oddfellow St.,  
Conroe • 936-756-4644 
www.childrenssafeharbor.org

The Education for Tomorrow Alliance 
requires volunteers for several of its youth out-
reach programs, including the Future Focus 
Program, which engages junior high students 
through interactive workshops, and the Stu-
dent Internship Program, which helps graduat-
ing seniors explore their career opportunities. 
The alliance also needs volunteers to judge 
various competitions at the annual SCI://TECH 
science fair, this year scheduled for Jan. 24–
Feb. 15. The organization’s greatest need is 
judges for the Jan. 31 science fair.  
3200 College Park Drive, Ste. E205,  
Conroe • 936-271-6150 
www.efta-us.org

CASA, or Court-Appointed Special 
Advocates, is Montgomery County’s only 
court-appointed organization advocating for 
abused and neglected children. Advocates 
ensure children are helped through legal and 
social services or do not languish in inappropri-
ate group or foster homes. Advocates stay with 
each case until the child is placed in a safe, 
permanent home. CASA is seeking volunteers 
to become a child advocate, to offer event plan-
ning and to provide office assistance 
412 W. Phillips, Ste. 107,  
Conroe • 936-441-5437 
dwww.casaspeaks4kids.com

Montgomery County Habitat for 
Humanity brings together volunteers and 

community organizations to build and reno-
vate simple, affordable homes for families in 
need. To date, Montgomery County Habitat 
for Humanity has built 75 homes in the county. 
Volunteers are needed for family selection 
committees, family support groups, church re-
lations, development, Habitat’s ReStore resale 
shop and events 
1501 S. Seventh St., 
Conroe • 936-441-4663 
www.hfhmctx.org

The Tamina Community Center pro-
vides children, parents and families of the 
Tamina Community with access to educational 
resources, tutoring and support for children, 
adult computer classes, and activities and as-
sistance for seniors. Volunteers are needed for 
after-school tutoring programs, service work 
around the Community Center, and work at 
the center’s food pantry and clothing store. 
18955 Main St., 
Conroe • 281-465-4646 
www.taminacenter.org

Montgomery County Youth Services 
provides crisis counseling, shelter programs 
and prevention services to Montgomery 
County youths with the goal of strengthening 
families and keeping them in school. MCYS 
provides individual and family crisis counsel-
ing, summer programs, pregnant and parent-
ing teen support, and alcohol and substance 

Compiled by: Matt Stephens and Brian Walzel

The Montgomery County Food 
Bank distributes more than 6 million 
pounds of food annually to more than 
37,000 low-income children, adults and 
seniors living in Montgomery County. The 
Food Bank is in need of volunteers ages 
16 and older to inspect, sort and box food, 
help at special events, and donate talents 
and professional services, such as graphic 
design, printing or photography. 
111 S. Second St.,  
Conroe • 936-539-6686 
www.mcfoodbank.org

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for complete details. Offer valid September 28, 2013, through December 31, 2013. Not valid with any other offer or on previously written contracts. David Weekley 
Homes Employee Pricing good only on David Weekley Showcase Homes sold in the Houston area. Chenevert Commons, Lynnview Manor, Moritz Park, Afton Oaks, Enclave at East Shore, Enclave at Schuler 

and Castlegate II in College Station, and Custom-Built, Build on Your Lot and To-Be-Built Homes are all excluded from this offer. Offer must be presented to Sales Consultant prior to the signing of the contract. 
David Weekley Homes reserves the right to terminate program or change rules at any time. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials or availability of homes or communities are subject to 
change without notice or obligation. Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2013 David Weekley Homes – All Rights Reserved. (HOUA52052)
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    Hardy To ll Road

Find Your Dream Home in One of These Great Communities...

     Auburn Lakes From the low $440s
Klein ISD schools • clubhouse • Willow Creek Golf Club
6806 Auburn Sands Drive
Spring, TX 77389
281-249-7715

2

See hundreds of award-winning floor plans, take a virtual tour, and much more at…

     Liberty Branch at Creekside From the $550s
Parks and greenspace • village center • water amenities
98 W. Sawyer Ridge 
The Woodlands, TX 77389
281-249-7790

1

New models open now!

Ask About  
EMPLOYEE 
PRICING!

     The Reserve at Grogan’s Mill From the $550s
Gated community • upscale living • prime location
302 Sonoma Court  
Shenandoah, TX 77384 
281-249-7752

3
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abuse education. MCYS is seeking volunteers 
for its special events, including the annual golf 
tournament in November, Ladies Night Out 
and Ironman in May, as well as clerical and 
administrative volunteers and volunteers to en-
tertain and cook for children at youth shelters.  
1600 Lake Front Circle, Ste. 130,  
The Woodlands • 281-292-6471 
www.youthmc.org

The Memorial Hermann The Wood-
lands Hospital seeks volunteers for the 
information desk, golf cart drivers, gift shop 
workers and for perioperative services. Orien-
tation and training is held monthly and volun-
teers must adhere to the uniform dress code 
policy and be willing to have patient contact. 
The hospital also offers a junior program for 
students who are accepted once a year.   
9250 Pinecroft Drive,  
The Woodlands • 713-897-2392 
www.memorialhermann.org

Panther Creek Inspiration Ranch uses 
equine assisted therapy in helping individuals 
suffering from physical, mental and emotional 
challenges. PCI Ranch is seeking volunteers 
ages 15 years and older to work as sidewalk-
ers, offer horse preparation, help with special 
projects at the organization’s farm, perform 
administration and data entry, and provide 
assistance with special events and commu-
nity projects. 
25902 Glen Loch Drive, 
The Woodlands • 281-719-9322 
www.pciranch.org

Children’s Books on Wheels provides 
books for underdeveloped rural communi-
ties, which includes more than 300 children 
in Montgomery and Walker Counties and has 
donated more than 10,000 books in nearly 
10 years. The organization also provides high 

school job workshops and summer outreach 
programs. Volunteers are needed for school 
tutoring and mentoring, mobile literacy sites, 
community events, book distribution, tax 
preparation assistance and book reading at 
story time events. 
330 Rayford Road, Ste. 201,  
Spring • 281-844-7596 
www.childrensbooksonwheels.org

The Montgomery County Women’s 
Center needs volunteers year round to help 
in the administrative offices in Conroe and The 
Woodlands, work in the Something Special 
retail shop in the Portofino Shopping Center, 
provide child care so women can attend coun-
seling, provide shelter assistance, work the 
hotline, and provide personal or legal accom-
paniment. Volunteers must fill out an applica-
tion online and training is required for anyone 
working with clients or their children. 
1600 Lake Front Circle, Ste. 100,  
The Woodlands • 936-441-4044 
www.mcwctx.org

Montgomery County United Way 
needs volunteers for a variety of programs 
and events. More than 235 people volunteer 
on an ongoing basis to help make decisions 
about program funding, strategic planning, 
volunteer events and campaign fundraising. 
Volunteers are also needed for MCUW’s Day 
of Caring events in which volunteers work on 
community service projects and to read for 
the organization’s Family Reading Every Day 
early childhood education program. Bilingual 
volunteers are needed to assist with the His-
panic Outreach Program. Volunteers are also 
needed for Healthy Living Alliance Ambas-
sadors, to help educate Montgomery County 
about health education.  
1600 Lake Front Circle, Ste. 248,  
The Woodlands • 281-292-4155 
www.mcuw.org

Interfaith of The Woodlands pro-
vides a variety of assistance services to 
residents of The Woodlands area, including 
counseling services, family services, food 
donations, bill pay assistance, job locator 
services and senior services. Volunteers 
are needed for food drives, food pantry 
assistance, resale store, grocery delivery, 
transportation programs, Interfaith special 
events and the Holiday Giving Program.  
4242 Interfaith Way,  
The Woodlands • 281-367-1230 
www.woodlandsinterfaith.org

Plant Sale, art contest, manning booths at 
events and festivals, serving on the board 
of directors, and other projects. 
6606 FM 1488, Ste. 148,  
Magnolia • 
www.kmcbtexas.org

The Woodlands Waterway Arts 
Council delivers the annual Woodlands 
Waterway Arts Festival each spring. The 
two-day event features the work of 200 
artists, as well as performance artists and 
local child artists, and it requires nearly 600 
volunteers every year. Volunteers must be 
at least 18 years old and receive free entry 
to the event to browse before and after 
their assigned shifts.  
P.O. Box 8184 
The Woodlands • 
www.woodlandsartfestival.com

Friends of Texas Wildlife supports 
the rehabilitation of Texas wildlife and edu-
cates the community on area species. The 
organization relies solely on volunteers for 
rehabilitation, transport, data entry, assis-
tance with the grounds, phone committee 
and basic administrative duties. Interested 
volunteers should send an email to  
ftwl.volunteer@gmail.com.  
P.O. Box 130786,  
The Woodlands • 281-259-0039 
www.ftwl.org

This guide is not a comprehensive list.  If 
your organization is not included, please 
email us at listings@impactnews.com.  
For more volunteer opportunities in  
The Woodlands visit:  

impactnews.com/volunteerguide

The Woodlands Children’s Museum 
educates and entertains children through the 
use of crafts, exhibits and events. Volunteers 
are needed for several museum activities, 
including festivals, exhibits, floor management 
and art project readiness. 
4775 W. Panther Creek Drive,  
he Woodlands • 281-465-0955 
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.com

Keep Montgomery County Beautiful 
works to enhance the community environment 
of Montgomery County through waste reduc-
tion and recycling programs, litter prevention, 
beautification and improvement projects, 
and environmental education. Volunteers are 
needed for the organization’s Growing Green 

Thank you for your continued giving at salvationarmyhouston.org
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C ollege Park may be one of the 
newer villages in The Woodlands, 
but the story behind its concep-

tion makes it one of the more distinctive 
developments in the master-planned 
community.

Located between Conroe and The 
Woodlands Town Center, College Park’s 
primary feature is the 100-acre Lone 
Star College-Montgomery campus and 
University Center, which gives the village 
its name. 

Last year, Sam Houston State Univer-
sity opened a Woodlands campus on land 
adjacent to LSC-Montgomery. 

Initially, there was not a well-defined 
plan for what College Park would be, 
expect to have the area feature both com-
mercial and industrial development, said 
Roger Galatas, owner of Roger Galatas 
Interests and former president and CEO of 
The Woodlands Development Company

“You have a general plan in mind, but 
there are always changes to be made, 
especially when the population changes 
and additional land is bought,” he said.

In fact, the village has the most variety 

Lone Star College-Montgomery was the centerpiece of development of the Village of College Park.
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of uses of any village in The Woodlands, 
said Robert Heineman, vice president of 
planning for The Woodlands Develop-
ment Company. 

Before the educational amenities were 
established, the area east of I-45, which is 
also considered College Park, was called 
Trade Center, a rail-served collection of 
warehouse facilities primarily used for 
light assembly manufacturing, Heine-
man said.

Eckerd Drug Corp. was one of the first 
companies to have a distribution center 
there, he said.

However, although there were sev-
eral hundred acres of land available for 
development, only a few of them offered 
rail access. In addition, competition in the 
Houston area to attract rail-served manu-
facturing and distribution companies was 
fierce because of access to the Houston 
Ship Channel, Heineman said.

“At that time, if you looked at rail 
property in the Houston area, there was 
more property than there were uses for it, 
so it became apparent that we didn’t have 
a use for all of that property as rail-served 

distribution,” Heineman said.
When North Harris-Montgomery 

Community College, now Lone Star 
College, was looking for a location in 
the area, The Woodlands jumped at the 
chance, designating 100 acres in 1993. 
The University Center, a central location 
where several universities can offer pro-
grams, was built two years later. 

It was also then that several other 
plans were coming together: construc-
tion of The Woodlands Mall was wrap-
ping up and developers were working to 
get Hwy. 242 constructed as a divided, 
four-lane boulevard.

The Woodlands contributed several 
millions of dollars to construct the road, 
which ended up taking a number of years 
to complete, Galatas said.

“I remember going to the groundbreak-
ing for the college, and the road was not 
built at that time,” he said. “We were 
always going a little above and beyond 
what was required, and the developers 
had faith we would get things done.”

There is still undeveloped land owned 
by The Woodlands along I-45.

College Park continues to be part of the 
ongoing and innovative development plan 
for The Woodlands, Galatas said.

College Park
Woodlands planned for higher education
By Christine Hall

HISTORY       The Woodlands
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Woodlands, College Park 
vie for sports supremacy
Cross-town rivals battle  in the rain

S heets of rain pelted players and fans 
alike midway through the third 
quarter, as the field and bleach-

ers emptied and the green and navy clad 
fanatics ran for cover. But regardless 
of the score or the weather or the time 
remaining, committed fans and players 
refilled Woodforest Bank Stadium 34 
minutes later. 

Not even an act of God could stop The 
Woodlands and College Park from finish-
ing the Nov. 1 football game. 

After a close first half that saw the Cava-
liers take an early 7-0 lead, The Woodlands 
Highlanders pulled away to win 31-10. The 
victory gave the Highlanders a share of the 
district 14-5A title and a 7-1 all-time lead 
in the series with College Park, according 
to Max Preps. College Park may be the 
new kid on the block among a rich history 
of high school sports in The Woodlands, 
but that has not prevented the two schools 
from forming a heated rivalry since the 
school opened in 2006. 

“It is [fun to play this game], especially 
in the community that we live in with 
College Park and us being so close and 
the kids knowing each other so well,” said 
Mark Schmid, TWHS head football coach 
and athletic director. “It’s a fun atmo-
sphere. We, as coaches, know that there’s 
a lot on the line. There are bragging rights 
and things like that. It is a great atmo-
sphere for the kids.”

Disappointed by a defeat that eliminated 
the Cavaliers from postseason conten-
tion, College Park head coach and athletic 
director Richard Carson said playing in 
the rivalry every year puts pressure on his 
squad. However, Carson said the rivalry is 
fun for the players and coaches.

“You’ve got a rivalry in The Woodlands 
and you play [against] a school that’s [the 
size of a] 4A school bigger than you, and 
so that puts pressure on you,” Carson said. 
“That’s why you coach and why you play to 
be in an atmosphere like this. You want to 
play in games that mean something.”

By Matt Stephens 

CLOSE uP

1  College Park senior defensive back Alexander Myres looks on as a play unfolds in the background.

2  Collin Oefinger, senior wide receiver, leads the Highlanders out of the tunnel before the game’s start. 

3  The Woodlands junior running back Patrick Carr outruns a Cavalier defender. Carr had nearly 200 
yards rushing and two touchdowns in the Highlanders’ victory. 

4  College Park students and fans cheer on their squad despite a thunderstorm, which later caused a 
34-minute lightning delay. 

5  Two Cavalier cheerleaders root for College Park from the sidelines during the game. 

6  The Woodlands head coach Mark Schmid speaks to his team after the game, a 31-10 victory that 
gave the Highlanders a share of the 14-5A title and eliminated College Park from the playoffs.  
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 Complete Automotive & 
    Transmission Repair

 Preventative Maintenance 

 Air Conditioning 
    & Heating

 Extended Warranties

 Computer Diagnostics

www.milsteadautomotive.com • (281) 367-3535

“We’re your neighborhood 
auto repair shop and have been 

for 40 years”

50% OFF
diagnostics with any repair

A value of up to $150.
One coupon per customer, must present ad at time 
of service, cannot be combined with any other offer.

Expires 12/11/13

One coupon per customer, must present ad at time 
of service, cannot be combined with any other offer.

Expires 12/11/13

“Please take us up on this offer. We’d love to 
be your car care center.” -Amy Milstead

$25 OFF
any repair over $100



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com44  FEATURES

CORRiDOR

The largest shopping center in Oak 
Ridge North, the Woodridge Plaza 
features dozens of retailers, restaurants 
and other businesses along the I-45 
northbound feeder road between 
Robinson Road and Lake Woodlands 
Drive. 

Retail

1  AMF Woodlands Lanes features 
bowling on 40 lanes, as well as pool and 
arcade-style games. The location offers 
a variety of snacks and beverages while 
showcasing live sporting events on six 
flat-screen TVs. 27000 I-45 N. 
281-367-1277.  
www.amf.com/woodlandslanes

2  Carol’s Lighting and Fan offers 
indoor and outdoor lighting, portable 
lamps, ceiling fans, landscape lighting, 
cabinet lighting and home décor, such 
as mirrors, accents and accessories.  
27132 I-45 N. 281-363-0114.  
www.kichlerlightingshowrooms.com 

3  One of two Greater Houston area 
locations, Fabrics & More features 
a wide variety of blinds, shades and 
shutters, with free in-home consultations 
from staff. The store also offers free 
samples, measuring and installation 
on the purchase of five or more blinds. 
27144 I-45 N. 281-292-8855.  
www.fabricsnmoretx.com

4  One of 18 Texas locations, Chair 
King Backyard Store sells a variety 
of outdoor patio furniture, including 
lounges, patio tables, hammocks, 
recliners, barstools, benches, swings 
and fountains. Chair King also offers 
grills and grill accessories and outdoor 
décor. 27200 I-45 N. 281-298-1300.  
www.chairking.com

5  Office Depot provides office and 
school supplies, as well as a variety of 
paper products, ink and toner, cleaning 
products, and office furniture. Office 
Depot also sells office technology, such 
as computers, tablets, printers, software 

Woodridge Plaza Part i and computer accessories.  
27500 I-45 N. 281-367-2766.  
www.officedepot.com

6  With more than 3,000 frames and 
2,000 original oil paintings in store, 
Art Outlet offers framing, decorating 
assistance, mirrors and canvas 
stretching. All frames are made from 
wood, and Art Outlet can match any 
color or fabric with sizes ranging from 8 
inches by 10 inches to 48 inches by 72 
inches. 27510 I-45 N. 281-292-0498.  
www.artoutletwoodlands.com

7  Oreck Clean Home Center sells 
Oreck products, including vacuum 
cleaners, floor care machines, steam 
mops, air purifiers, cleaning products 
and other accessories. The store also 
repairs all major vacuum brands. 27518 
I-45 N. 281-367-2840.  
www.oreckstore.com

8  For more than 30 years, M. Fatheree 
Interiors has served south Montgomery 
County, offering a variety of furniture, 
window treatments, floral designs, 
oriental rugs and complete design 
services. The business also provides 
construction services, including home 
planning, furnishing, plumbing and 
electrical needs, stone selections, and 
trim. 27582 I-45 N. 281-296-9300.  
www.mfathereeinteriors.com 

9  Based on 25 years of research and 
experience, bird products offered by 
Wild Birds Unlimited include feeders, 
houses, baths, and other hardware 
and accessories. Wild Birds also sells 
binoculars and books on birdwatching, 
while providing bird education to 
communities.  27590 I-45 N.  
281-298-7900. www.wbu.com

10  Cunningham Gas Products offers 
gas, electric and charcoal grills, as well 
as outdoor kitchen equipment, outdoor 
fireplaces, ice chests and coolers, 
outdoor lighting, furnishings, outdoor 
air conditioners and grill, and fireplace 
accessories. 27602 I-45 N.  

Established in 1988, The John Cooper School is a recognized leader in 
college preparatory independent school education. 

Cooper combines traditional educational practices with innovative programs 
to teach students to think, analyze, create and take responsibility for their world.

Join us at an upcoming Admission event and experience Cooper for yourself.

APPLICATION DEADLINES FOR 2014-15
PK/K – NOVEMBER 15 • GRADES 1-12 – JANUARY 10

www.johncooper.org  •  281.367.0900

pK-12 ADMISSIon
open hoUSe

SATuRDAy, DECEmbER 7
2 PM • JCS Performing Arts Center

Tour campus, meet with administrators and learn more 
about applying for the 2014-15 academic year.
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281-296-8688.  
www.cunninghamliving.com

11  Opened in 2001, Cassio Creations 
specializes in distinctive, custom jewelry 
designed and crafted in-house by 
owners Craig and Michelle Cassio. The 
family-owned and operated jeweler also 
sells stock jewelry, including top brands 
of watches, necklaces and rings while 
offering watch repair, appraisals, estate 
liquidation and scrap metal purchase. 
27622 I-45 N. 281-419-4200.  
www.cassiocreations.com

12  Mattress Firm offers mattresses 
from the top mattress manufacturers, 
as well as frames, pillows and other bed 
accessories. 27700 I-45 N.  
281-367-1186. www.mattressfirm.com

13  Baby’s & Kid’s 1st Furniture 
sells a variety of furniture, bedding, 
lamps and accessories, while offering 
Internet shower registry, layaway, 
loaner programs and customer bedding 
assistance. 27702 I-45 N.  
281-866-8700. www.babys1st.com

14  Owner James Anson opened 
Global Leader Aquatics on July 14, 
specializing in saltwater tanks, tropical 
fish and live coral reefs. The store 
also offers freshwater tanks, aquarium 
maintenance and set ups, and another 
aquarium accessories. 27718 I-45 North.  
281-419-8882. www.glaquatics.com

Dining

15  Chi Japanese Cuisine serves an 
extensive menu of Japanese favorites, 
including a wide array of sushi, sashimi, 
distinctive rolls, teppanyaki and fried 
rice, as well as soups, salads, bento 
dinner boxes and appetizers. Chi 
also offers a variety of drink options, 
including a varied wine list, martinis, 
cocktails, beer and sake. 27100 I-45 N. 
281-419-1166.  
www.chijapanesecuisine.com

16  Serving south Montgomery County 
since 1994, Pallotta’s Italian Grill 
serves up Italian classics, such as 
chicken parmesan, fettuccine alfredo, 
manicotti and lasagna, as well as several 
distinctive pasta and pizza dishes, 
sandwiches, healthy options, and a 
varied wine list. Pallotta’s new banquet 
room seats 65 with its own bar, LED TV 
and sound system. 27606 I-45 N.  
281-364-9555.   
www.pallottasitaliangrill.com

17  With more than a dozen Greater 
Houston area locations, Pappas Bar-
B-Q serves up barbecue favorites, 
such as ribs, sausage, brisket, chicken 
and pulled pork, as well as burgers, 
sandwiches, salads, breakfast options 
and sides. The location offers a drive-
thru for customers on the go.  
27752 I-45 N. 281-363-2647.  
www.pappasbbq.com

Beauty

18  Villa Salons and hair artist Heidi 
Sanchez offer a full-service salon and 
waxing bar, with services including 
haircuts, color, highlights, styles, 
straighteners and waxing. All services 
provide a free consultation with an 
appointment. 27176 I-45 N.  
832-585-3445.  
www.iamyourhairartist.com

Health and Fitness 

19  Offering state-of-the-art dialysis, 
Dialyspa provides flexible scheduling 
and patient comfort, with touch-screen 
Internet access, flat-screen televisions 
and heated, massaging dialysis chairs. 
27172 I-45 N. 832-442-2500.  
www.dialyspa.com

20  Serving the community since 1985, 
ATA Martial Arts and head instructor 
David Berry have offered martial arts for 
people of all ages. ATA’s Karate for Kids 
program emphasizes self-confidence, 
bully awareness, self-discipline and 
self-defense, while the business also 

offers a kickboxing program, an adult 
Taekwondo program and a Tiny Tigers 
program for children ages 3-6.  
27626 I-45 N. 281-465-1711.  
www.texasata.com

Services 

21  Serving south Montgomery County 
for nine years, Micro Integration 
Services provides a variety of computer 
services, including on-site and in-house 
repairs, networking and office services.  
27136 I-45 N. 281-465-8611 

22  H&R Block Premium and its tax 
professionals provide tax preparation 
services, W-2 early access, second look 
review and an extended service plan, as 
well as audit services, small businesses 
services, tax refund settlement options 
and H&R Block bank products.  
27140 I-45 N. 281-367-5895.  
www.hrblock.com 

23  Elite Tailor specializes in tailoring 
and alteration services for men and 
women, including leather, formal dresses 
and bridal gowns. 27506 I-45 N.  
832-663-0681. 
www.elitetailorbymiriam.com

24  Prime Lending and its mortgage 
experts provide home loan options 
for homeowners looking to buy, rent, 
refinance or renovate their homes.  
27714 I-45 N. 281-681-6500. 
www.primelending.com 

25  AAA Texas, LLC provides a 
variety of insurance options, as well 
as travel and automotive services and 
membership discounts. 27726 I-45 N.  
713-834-3200. www.texas.aaa.com 

26  Offering a variety of financial 
investment services, Edward Jones 
Investments provides help and 
education on retirement, estates 
considerations, insurance savings, trust 
managements and other investment 
opportunities. 27730 I-45 N.  
281-419-9400. www.edwardjones.com Chi Japanese Cuisine serves sushi, sashimi, tep-

panyaki and other Japanese favorites. 
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Owner Ed Scruggs and his wife Susan opened Art 
Outlet two years ago, offering art and framing. 
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Craig and Michelle Cassio have crafted custom 
jewelry since Cassio Creations opened in 2001. 
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James Anson opened Global Leader Aquatics 
July 14, specializing in saltwater tanks. 
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23803 Decker Prairie-Rosehill Road
281.259.8114 • www.springcreekgrowers.com

Breakfast with Santa
Nov. 30 & Dec. 14

Visit us online to reserve your space for
breakfast, a hayride & photo op with Santa!

Hurry... space is limited!

Choose & Cut a Fresh, 
Texas-Grown 

Christmas Tree at
Spring Creek Growers!

Best selection ever
All sizes available

Premium pre-cut Noble 
& Fraser Firs also available!

THE FARM OPENS 

SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 23RD! 
COME VISIT SANTA 
I N  T H E  A F T E R N O O N

@SprCrkGro
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The widening of Spring Cypress Road from Hwy. 
249 to Telge Road has been broken up into two 
separate projects.

Hwy. 249 to Faulkey Gully
Construction started:  
April 16, 2012
Original goal: January 2014 
Estimated completion: 
October 2013
Cost: $8.611 million

Faulkey Gully to Telge Road
Construction started: Sept. 4, 2012
Original goal: December 2013
Estimated completion: November 2013
Cost: $9.897 million

Bridge over Faulkey Gully  
is undergoing maintenance
Storm sewer system  
put in place

Full stories online at impactnews.com

AIR CONDITIONING 
AND HEATING

281-651-5484

BradburyBrothers.com

REPAIRS
MAINTENANCE
INSTALLATIONS

“We Take Care of Your Air”

$50 OFF
REPAIRS

OF $200 OR MORE
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC

WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 
OFFERS OR SPECIALS. COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER. 

EXPIRES 12-12-13

$59.00
TUNE-UP

(REG. $89)
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC

WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 
OFFERS OR SPECIALS. COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER. 

EXPIRES 12-12-13

YOUR AIR CONDITIONING 
AND HEATING SPECIALISTS

TRANSPORTATiON

REGiONAL
Abridged stories from our Houston Metro  editions

New housing keeping up with 
demand in Tomball, Magnolia

Cities continue to see growth in  
small businesses

TOMBALL AND MAGNOLIA Home builders have been 
working to fill the housing demand in Tomball and Magno-
lia, where new homes have been selling quicker than usual 
in a seller’s housing market with few resale homes available.

In the second quarter of 2013, there were 1,648 new homes 
under construction in Magnolia and Tomball, compared to 
1,196 homes in the second quarter of 2012, said David Jarvis, 
Houston director for Metrostudy, which compiles data on new 
construction.

Meritage Homes is building a total of 200 homes in three sec-
tions in the Tomball community of Cypress Trails. The first sec-
tion is sold out and the second section only has eight homes left 
of the 64 that were available in the spring, said Neva Nice, sales 
manager for Meritage Homes at Cypress Trails.

“We saw a huge increase all summer long [in home sales],” 
Nice said. “Normally, in the fall, it slows down, but this year 
it has not. We’ve been doing really great. We have been selling 
homes in a week to two weeks.”

Meritage will begin selling about 50 more homes in the third 
section of Cypress Trails in February. 
Full story by Tamra Santana

TOMBALL AND MAGNOLIA New small businesses continue 
to make Tomball and Magnolia home, as both cities have seen a 
large increase in the number of businesses opening in the last year. 

Within the last year, 1,139 businesses started in Tomball and 
745 in Magnolia, according to the database Reference USA. In 
the last two years, 2,211 businesses started in Tomball and 1,474 
in Magnolia. A majority of the new businesses popping up in 
the cities filed as home work sites as opposed to commercial 
sites, illuminating a continuance of small business coming to the 
region. 

“The growth has been tremendous, especially in the downtown 
area,” said Mary Harvey, owner of Granny’s Korner in Tomball 
and president of the Tomball Business Association. “The down-
town is really thriving. There must be a reason new businesses are 
coming here, because they are.”

The growth 
of small busi-
ness in the area 
is important to 
cities, such as 
Tomball and 
Magnolia, as it 
brings in sales 
and property tax 
revenues and is 
the driving force 
behind the local 
economy, said 
Bruce Hillegeist, 
president of the 
Greater Tomball 
Area Chamber 
of Commerce.  
Full story by David 
Pollan

CYFAIR A series of projects to widen 
Spring Cypress Road, where con-
struction was expected to carry on 
until early January, could be finished 
ahead of time, according to officials 
with Harris County Precinct 4. 

The two projects involve widening 
roughly 4.5 miles of Spring Cypress 
Road—from Hwy. 249 to Telge 
Road—from a two-lane asphalt road-
way to a four-lane concrete boulevard. 

The part of the project running 
from Telge Road to Faulkey Gully was 
awarded to Menade Inc., and roadway 
construction commenced September 
2012. The contractor could finish the 

project one month in advance, said 
Pamela Rocchi with Harris County 
Precinct 4’s capital improvement 
projects division.

“[They are] currently working on 
the bridge at Telge Road and the 
detention pond,” she said. “Ninety-
eight percent of the roadway pave-
ment has been installed to date.”

The second project, which picks 
up at Faulkey Gully and carries on 
to Hwy. 249, is poised to finish even 
sooner, Rocchi said. 
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

Spring Cypress Road widening project 
nears completion ahead of schedule

TOP STORiES
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New homes are under construction in Cypress Trails off Hwy. 249 in south-
ern Tomball where houses have been selling faster than expected. 

Sales tax revenues for 
December sales are received in 
February. The following shows 
how revenues tend to surge in 
December.  
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Full stories online at impactnews.com

DiNiNG

HiSTORy

BuSiNESS

CYPRESS Husband and wife Chi-
rag and Bhavana Patel aim to please 
vegetarians, Indian families and con-
noisseurs of international cuisine 
alike with their homemade Indian 
food at Madhuram Mirch Masala. 

“We are like an extended kitchen for 
Indian families or for people who like 
Indian food,” Chirag said. 

Bhavana grew up in a family of farmers 

in the western Indian state of Gujarat, 
and when she went to college in a larger 
town she developed a passion for cook-
ing by experimenting with new dishes. 
The Patels moved to Houston from Ohio 
several years ago, purchased the restau-
rant in 2011 and transformed the menu 
from the inside out, making many of the 
dishes and ingredients on the menu from 
scratch. 

“When you go to most restaurants 
today, it’s hard to find things that are 
stomach friendly,” Chirag said. 
Full story by Marie Leonard

MISSOURI CITY Tang City Plaza does 
not look like much these days: a wide 
tract of land stretching nine and a half 
acres, overgrown with weeds and leveled 
off buildings. However, this particular 
patch of soil and pavement has a history.

The property, which is at 1000 Hwy. 
90, looked a lot different in the early 
1930s. In 1932, a boat racing course was 
constructed by Missouri City townsman 
Roland Mason, featuring a 500-person 
grandstand and an artesian well—a kind 

of pressurized natural water system—
that filled the course. 

According to “Fort Bend County, 
Texas: A Pictorial History” by Sharon 
Wallingford, Mason’s boat racing course 
was successful in the bustling oil town of 
Missouri City until the Freeport Hurri-
cane of 1932 destroyed the course. In the 
following years, Mason built a two-story 
clubhouse on the property and held horse 
racing at the old track. 
Full story by Meredith Mohr 

TOMBALL Quilters Crossing owner Deb Morley goes with 
her gut on many business decisions and it has proven fruitful.

She decided to not only lease the shaded, tree-lined home 
with a front porch on Tomball’s Commerce Street for her 
quaint quilting shop three years ago, but she also leased the for-
mer American Legion building next door for quilting classes. 

Classes are held six days a week and taught by 10 different 
teachers and are booked through the year. She also opens the 
space every Friday for open quilting. 

“We just have a lot of fun,” said Morley, who has quilted for 
33 years. “Here, you can focus on your quilting. We just ask 
that they support the shop. And they are very supportive. They 
do that very well.”
Full story by Tamra Santana

KATY At some point there were simply too many. Carol 
and Bruce Huff had been collecting rocks, minerals and 
fossils for decades—Bruce for 50 years. When their kids 
were young, the family scoured the parks and rock shops 
of Arkansas, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas search-
ing for specimens. The garage filled to bursting.  

“We had such a large collection in our house that we found 
ourselves in a dilemma,” Bruce said. “We had to either sell it 
or give it away. But then we thought, why not open a shop? It 
had always been a dream of Carol’s and this was a great way 
to make that happen.” 

The result was the Katy Rock Shop at 535 Pin Oak Road, 
near downtown Katy. 
Full story by Meredith Mohr 

Madhuram Mirch 
Masala

Tang City Plaza

Quilters Crossing Katy Rock Shop
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help us in that progression in the growth of 
our overall region; it’s that extra boost when 
we’re already in an amazing time for this 
region,” Cagle said. “Springwoods Village 
and the ExxonMobil campus, these are the 
things that fill my heart and make me proud 
of this precinct. I think these are the things 
that will help bring people into Precinct 4 
[not only] to work, but also to play.”

Town Center and amenities 
Although Springwoods Village may be 

within Harris County, retailers, restaurants 
and amenities within the community will 
serve the entire region, including south 
Montgomery County. 

Springwoods Village will feature about 1 
million square feet of retail development, at 
least four hotels and a variety of other ame-
nities. Much of the retail development will 
be within Town Center, a 60-acre parcel of 
multi-use development. The four to 10-story 
buildings, which compose much of Town 
Center, will house retailers and restaurants. 

“[Town Center is] based on the idea of a 
central main street that has shops and res-
taurants on the street level and then office 
and residential and other uses above the 
shops and restaurants,” Simon said. 

Simon called a plaza on its east end the 
“heart” of Town Center, as it will house a 
full-service 300-unit hotel with meeting 
space, a multi-family rental project and 
locations to host events while connecting to 
nearby Town Lake Park. The plaza will be 
part of the 15 acres within the Town Center 
that will break ground in 2014 with comple-
tion scheduled for 2015. 

Development will continue on the western 
portion of Town Center over the next three 
to five years and will include a major confer-
ence hotel. Simon said Coventry anticipates 
two more hotels in Springwoods Village—
an extended-stay hotel and a select-service 
hotel—and several more hotels will likely be 
constructed around the community to ser-
vice the major corporations within Spring-
woods Village. 

“That’s going to drive a whole new hotel 
submarket,” he said. “So we programmed 
four to five hotels in Springwoods Village, 

Springwoods Village
Continued from | 1

The Springwoods village master-planned community could feature 8 million 
square feet of commercial development and 1 million square feet of retail 
development, as well as 5,000 residences, four to five hotels, medical 
facilities and other amenities by buildout in about 15 years. MASTER  PLAN

Springwoods Village

but there’s really going to need to be more 
than that to support that much employment.”

Springwoods Village will also house 
several amenities and services, including 
medical, fitness and education. Simon said 
an announcement should be made early in 
2014 regarding a health care provider that 
plans to construct facilities on 23 acres from 
the Grand Parkway to Mossy Oaks Road. 

Paula Lenz, executive director for the 
North Houston Association, said Spring-
woods Village and the ExxonMobil reloca-
tion  will continue to have a significant, far-
reaching economic impact on the region. 
Lenz said she believes support services and 
businesses will spread throughout the area 
as a result of the development’s growth. 

“Those kinds of supporting entities, 
like hotels and the medical side of it, other 

companies who are going to serve Exxon-
Mobil and residents within Springwoods 
Village—that’s a whole range of services that 
will have to come into this area to serve the 
employees,” Lenz said. 

Land has also been reserved for a Spring 
ISD school, likely an elementary school 
funded through future bond proceeds, 
Simon said. Most of the community’s 
residents will be serviced by Spring ISD, 
although some on the western edge will 
attend Klein ISD schools. He said there 
are also plans to construct a fitness center, 
and CDC has had discussions with YMCA 
regarding a possible facility.  

Residential and commercial 
Once construction is complete, Spring-

woods Village will have up to 5,000 homes 

and apartments with an estimated popula-
tion of 15,000, as well as 8 million square 
feet of commercial development.

ExxonMobil may be relocating 10,000 
employees to the Springwoods Village cam-
pus, but thousands of other employees will 
also relocate to the community. Ron Smith, 
director of support services for South-
western Energy, said the first phase of the 
new corporate complex will be a 10-story, 
580,000-square-foot office building, planned 
for completion in December 2014. 

Smith said Southwestern Energy hopes to 
relocate its 1,550 Houston employees by late 
2014, early 2015. 

“We were trying to build a campus com-
munity, and we felt that Springwoods Vil-
lage would be an excellent campus com-
munity,” Smith said. “We think that our 
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CLASS ACT PRODUCTIONS
RESERVE YOUR SEATS TODAY!
www.ClassActProductions.org
Or Call 281-292-6779

In this hilarious Christmas classic, a couple 
struggling to put on a church Christmas 
pageant is faced with casting the Herd-

man kids--probably the most inventively 
awful kids in history. You won't believe the 

mayhem - and the fun - when the Herdmans 
collide with the Christmas story head on!

December 13 at 7:30
December 14 at 2:30
December 15 at 2:30

Performances at the Nancy Bock Center 
for Performing Arts

3800 S. Panther Creek Drive 
The Woodlands, TX 77381

THE WOODLANDS CHORALE Saturday
12/14 • 7:00PM
The Woodlands Community 

Presbyterian Church
4881 W. Panther Creek Dr.
$10.00 (children under six are free) 

thewoodlandschorale.org

Featuring Daniel Pinkham’s Christmas Cantata
and John Rutter’s Te Deum, 

along with other holiday favorites
The Collins Intermediate School Choir will also be performing

For those interested in joining the choir for the Spring, 
vocal placement auditions will begin on January 14, 2014 

by appointment with Music Director, 
Dr. David Faber at dave.faber@lonestar.edu
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families will be able to work there and have 
easy access to restaurants and to shopping 
and to day care facilities and other things 
right there in the community.”

A timetable has not been set for the sec-
ond phase of construction on Southwestern 
Energy’s campus, Smith said, but there are 
plans for a second, 10-story, 500,000-square-
foot building to accommodate future growth 
and allow for 3,000 employees at the 26-acre 
corporate headquarters. The corporation 
could add a third phase, pushing the com-
plex to as large as 1.3 million square feet. 

Simon said another Houston-based 
corporation—which could be announced 
next year—has purchased 10 acres south 
of Southwestern Energy for the con-
struction of a corporate facility. Other 
sites available for corporate headquarters 

include 20 acres along I-45 and 40 acres 
adjacent to the Grand Parkway. 

Several Southwestern and ExxonMobil 
employees have already purchased homes 
within the residential communities, Smith 
and Simon said. The first phase of residential 
construction will feature four different types 
of properties among three developments 
that will total nearly 500 units and could 
house up to 1,200 people by the end of 2015 
or early 2016, Simon said. 

The first three residential developments 
include 342 units in Belvedere apartments, 
51 larger, single-family homes in Audubon 
Grove and 90 units in Harper Woods, which 
features smaller, single-family homes and 
town homes, Simon said. Leasing begins 
for the Belvedere apartments in February, 
while sales could begin in Audubon Grove 

once models are completed in January and 
20 contracts have already been signed in 
Harper Woods.

“There’s no models,” Simon said. “There’s 
nothing to look at but paper plans and to 
get 20 out of 90 pre-sold is really pretty phe-
nomenal.”

Lenz said demand continues to rise for 
homes in the region, and Springwoods Vil-
lage will only exacerbate the need for more 
residential development. 

 “The developers are selling new homes 
and residences before they put the infra-
structure in the ground for housing,” Lenz 
said. 
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Spring ISD school: Likely an elementary school 
funded by future bond money

Nature Preserve: 150 acres includes wetlands, pond, 
trails; could feature nature center in future 

Audubon Grove: features 51 larger, single-family 
homes; models to be completed in January 

Spring Creek Greenway: Northern boundary of 
development; could offer boating, and kayaking 
opportunities

Parks: (A) Town Lake Park, (b) Post Oak Park, (C)
Grove Park; parks will connect to series of pathways 

Harper Woods: features 90 units, including single-
family homes and town homes; 20 contracts signed 
already

Belvedere Apartments: features 342 multi-family 
units; leasing begins in february

Holzwarth Road: North-south corridor could connect 
to Sawmill Road in the next 10 years

Grand Parkway: Motorists can enter and exit the 
Grand Parkway using elevated intersections at 
Springwoods village Parkway and Holzwarth Road 

ExxonMobil campus: Scheduled for completion in 
2015; relocating 10,000 employees

Springwoods Village Parkway: Thoroughfare 
connects Springwoods village from i-45 to Spring 
Stuebner Road

Mossy Oaks Road: East-west corridor could connect 
to Gosling Road in next three-to-five years 

Medical complex: Located on 23 acres; health care 
provider could be announced in early 2014

Town Center: 60 acres of mixed-use development 
with retail, restaurants on ground floor; will feature two 
hotels

Town Center plaza: Part of Phase i, the heart of Town 
Center will have a hotel and multi-family residences

Southwestern Energy campus: Phase i scheduled 
for completion in December 2014; relocating 1,550 
employees 
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& other services
Governance

A community planned to grow to 15,000 
people, Springwoods village will have 
different levels of governance with 
various entities providing services. 
Keith Simon, executive vice president 
for Coventry Development Corporation, 
said the developer and Harris County 
Precinct 4 Commissioner Jack Cagle 
have been partners in designing 
the infrastructure for the 1,800-acre 
development, as well as discussing 
uses for the neighboring Spring 
Creek Greenway. Although the roads 
are constructed by the developer, 
Cagle said they must meet county 
specifications for the day they are 
turned over to Harris County for 
maintenance. 
“[Springwoods village] is a master- 
planned community with a developer 
at the top of their game, because they 
really want to serve the people in the 
region,” Cagle said. “it makes our job 
with the county a lot easier.”
Although the county will eventually 
maintain much of the infrastructure and 
provide other services, much of the 
needs of Springwoods village will be 
met by the Harris County improvement 
District No. 18 or the management 
district, Simon said. formed by 
legislation in 2009, the management 
district is composed of appointed 
officials and receives property tax 
revenue and a 1 percent sales tax. 
The district not only provides water 
and wastewater services, but it also 
constructs and maintains parks, 
marketing, and provides economic 
development services and will operate 
the Town Center plaza, Simon said. 
“There’s a pretty heavy operational 
aspect to the district beyond just 
constructing all the infrastructure,” he 
said. 
Each neighborhood also has its own 
homeowners association to deal with 
neighborhood concerns, Simon said, 
while a design review committee 
enforces covenants on development 
within Springwoods village. 
“There are design standards they have 
to comply with so that we make sure 
that every single project is of very high 
quality and is meeting high standards in 
terms of sustainability,” Simon said. 
A fire and EMT station will break ground 
in 2014 with five bays planned for the 
Spring fire Department and two bays 
for the Cypress Creek EMS, Simon 
said. The emergency service districts 
that provide the services collect a 0.5 
percent sales tax within the community.

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Springwoods Village, ExxonMobil
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26832 I-45 North
Spring, TX 77386

281-259-9500

Weightloss Texas Inc.
$144.00 

Two Week Package 
Black Friday Special

 (Good all of November)

$45.00 
5-Day Package

Contains 5 breakfasts, 5 lunches, 5 dinners & 5 snacks

 (Good all of November)

Nutrisystem Turkey and Dressing Dinner is a great healthy alternative for the Holidays!
H O L I D A Y  S P E C I A L S

Authorized 

Distributor

*Northbound Feeder Between Rayford/Sawdust & Woodlands Pkwy.

15
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FREE 
Admission, 
Parking, & Shuttle

December 13th- 15th
Fri 6pm-10pm
Sat 10am-10pm
Sun 10am-6pm

13th- 15th
i 6pm-10pm

Sat 10am-10pm
un 10am-6pm

Old Town TomballOld Town Tomball

German Christmas
Market&Festival

g

Old Town Tomball Near 
the Historical Train Depot Plaza, 

201 S. Elm

O

4 Music Stages 4 175 Street Vendors
German & Festival Food, Beer, Wine

Petting Zoo 4 Street Performers
Souvenirs, Arts & Crafts, Antiques
Berlin Wall Exhibit, 221 Market St.

Open-air market featuring over 175 unique street merchants.
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Research Forest Lakeside will feature 
12 office buildings with as much as 2 
million square feet of office space on 
a 77-acre campus. 

Hyatt is building a Hyatt 
Place hotel, scheduled 
for a December opening 
at the intersection of 
Grogan’s Mill Road and 
Research Forest Drive.

Methodist Hospital owns land at 
the corner of I-45 and Research 
Forest Drive, in the city of 
Shenandoah that The Woodlands 
Development Company is 
marketing. 

The Pisula 
Development Company 
is developing more 
than 84,000 square 
feet of mixed use 
medical and retail 
mixed-use space 
on the south side of 
Research Forest Drive.

Some local leaders are proposing an 
overpass be constructed at Research 
Forest Drive and Grogan’s Mill Road, 
a project that is not supported by the 
city of Shenandoah.

Recent months have seen an increase in retail development along Research Forest Drive east of Grogan’s Mill Road. Some 
of the latest developments include Bob’s Steak and Chop House, Fielding’s Wood Grill and a Valero gas station.

Hughes Landing will include 
up to 200,000 square feet 
of retail space and 2 million 
square feet of office space.

Research Forest
Continued from | 1

restrictions. For example, land located on 
the north side of Research Forest Drive 
within the city limits is zoned as “neighbor-
hood services.”

“Those are typically support services that 
have a low impact on the residential com-
munity,” Smith said. 

Sutton said the Development Company 
works closely with the city of Shenandoah 
when proposing new developments. Most 
recently, Bob’s Steak and Chop House began 
construction on land located within the city 
limits, but that is owned by the Develop-
ment Company.

“The north side of Research Forest is 
much more restrictive because it abuts our 
residential neighborhoods,” Smith said. 
“We’re very strict about not wavering on any 
neighborhood services.”

Land south of Research Forest Drive to 
Medical Plaza Drive is also land located 
within the city of Shenandoah. Develop-
ment there features mostly medical offices 
and Memorial Hermann The Woodlands 
Hospital. A large parcel of land at the 
southwest corner of Research Forest Drive 
and I-45 is land owned by Methodist Hos-
pital, which The Woodlands Development 
Company is marketing.

Nearing completion at the southeast cor-
ner of Research Forest Drive and Grogan’s 
Mill Road is the Hyatt Place Hotel, a 4.3-
acre hotel development that will feature 150 
rooms and more than 6,000 square feet of 
banquet and meeting space.

“That location has been under ownership 
[of the hotel developers] for a while,” said 
Elias Contreras, general manager for the 
Hyatt Place hotel. “It’s in a prime location, 

right there on Research Forest and Gro-
gan’s Mill and easy access to I-45, not even 
a mile to Town Center. We’re located near 
everything.”

Large scale developments
The northern shores of Lake Wood-

lands at Research Forest Drive are home 
to The Woodlands’ two largest office 

and mixed-use projects currently under 
development: Research Forest Lakeside 
and Hughes Landing. 

Hughes Landing, once completed, will 
feature more than 2 million square feet of 
office space, 200,000 square feet of retail 
space and 200,000 square feet of hotel space. 
In addition to corporations such as Strike 
LLC and Layne Christiansen moving this 
fall into Hughes Landing, The Woodlands 
Development Company has announced 
restaurants will include Whiskey Cake, 
Escalante and Eddie V’s. 

Research Forest Lakeside is a project 
developed by Warmack Investments and 
will include up to 12 office buildings and 
1.9 million square feet over 77 acres of 

office and retail space. The Woodlands 
Area Chamber of Commerce, as well as 
The Woodlands Area Economic Develop-
ment Partnership, announced last month 
they are relocating their offices to Research 
Forest Lakeside in 2015.

“The next phase we’re working on is a little 
bit of retail, which will probably start within 
the next couple of months,” said James 
Warmack, president and CEO of Warmack 
Investments. 

He said those projects could include res-
taurants to primarily serve employees in and 
around the Research Forest Lakeside devel-
opment. 

They would join other restaurants that 
have opened along Research Forest Drive 
in the past year, including Fielding’s Wood 
Grill, Sakekawa Japanese restaurant and 
Crust Pizza Co. 

Mobility issues
As the pace of development increases 

along Research Forest, some local leaders 
have expressed concern about traffic con-
gestion. 

According to an annual study of traf-
fic counts throughout The Woodlands 
conducted by Atkins Engineering for The 
Woodlands Development Company, 34,441 
vehicle trips were made at Research Forest 
Drive east of Grogan’s Mill Road in 2013, up 
from 30,764 in 2012. 

Although the number of vehicle trips at 
that intersection increased by more than 
nearly 4,000 in one year, the average num-
ber of trips during the previous five years 
was 30,817. 

As part of a south Montgomery County 
mobility study that is currently under-
way, several minor mobility enhancements 
are being proposed along Research Forest 

Drive, including turn lane extensions at Six 
Pines Drive, I-45 and Gosling Road. 

A proposal that is proving to be the most 
divisive is an overpass over Grogan’s Mill 
Road. Last year, The Woodlands Develop-
ment Company and The Woodlands Area 
Chamber of Commerce Mobility Team 
worked to get the plan approved for fed-
eral and state funding. However, opposition 
from the city of Shenandoah and H-GAC 
put the brakes on the project. Now, the proj-
ect could once again be gaining steam.

“There is an issue of transporting people 
from I-45 to the back of The Woodlands, 
and [The Woodlands Development Com-
pany] is working with [Montgomery County 
Precinct 2 Commissioner James] Noack and 
The Woodlands Road Utility District and 
others to get that overpass done,” Sutton 
said. “That has been discussed, and I think 
that is going to happen.”

Noack said he would be in favor of the 
overpass, which could be funded by the 
RUD. 

Smith, however, said the city of Shenan-
doah continues to oppose the proposed 
overpass. He said the city council has voted 
twice in opposition of the project and that 
the city has not received any information to 
justify or support the overpass. 

“Any development that you have has the 
potential to cause more traffic,” Smith said. 
“Some developments are not traffic inten-
sive, like a sandwich shop is not going to cre-
ate a whole lot of traffic. Most of the devel-
opment has not had an impact on [mobility 
on] Research Forest.”

During the last 18 months, major projects have undergone development 
along Research Forest Drive, including 66-acre Hughes Landing and 
77-acre Research Forest Lakeside. New projects planned to open in the 
next few months include a Hyatt Place hotel and Bob’s Steak and Chop 
House.DEVELOPMENT

RESEARCH FOREST
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“The north side of 
Research Forest is 

much more restrictive 
because it abuts 

our residential 
neighborhoods. We’re 

very strict about 
not wavering on any 

neighborhood services.” 
— Greg Smith, City of Shenandoah Administrator
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What type of development along Research Forest Drive do 
you believe is most beneficial to The Woodlands’ success?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll
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For more information on these listings call:
Haley Garcia
281.701.6174 heritagetexas.com

31 S. Lamerie Way
Carlton Woods | $1,850,000

143 W. CryStaL Canyon Cir.
the Woodlands | $674,900

2703 VanneVar Way
the Woodlands | $399,000

New Listi
ng!

Build-out year: Still under development

Number of Homes: 467

Square footage: 2,947–26,366

Home values: $550,110–$6,841,490

HOA dues (estimated): $3,100

Amenities: 53,000 sq.ft Country Club, Jack Nicklaus-
designed golf course, tennis courts, 24-hour manned 
gate, fitness center, pools, parks and bike trails

Property taxes:

Conroe ISD 1.2900 
Montgomery County 0.4838 
The Woodlands Township 0.3173 
Montgomery County MUD 46 0.2550 
North Harris County Junior College 0.1198 
Montgomery County Hospital 0.0729

Total (per $100 value) 2.5388

Homes on the market (As of  November 2013)

featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (Sep. 1, 2012 - Nov. 1, 2013)

No. of homes for sale 24

No. of homes under contract 4

Average days on the market 148.28

No. of homes sold 26

Square footage (low/high) 4,029 / 14,961

Selling price (low/high) $800,000/ $3,644,000

Woodlands Pkwy
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branch Crossing Dr.

5 Bedroom/4 Full, 1 Half Bath  4,826 sq. ft. 
Agent: Irene Pence, The Treadstone Realty Group,  
832-249-9646

7 Hunnewell Way $1,150,000

5-6 Bedroom/5 Full, 3 Half Bath 9,346 sq. ft. 
Agent: Beth Ferester, Coldwell Banker United Realtors-
The Woodlands, 281-363-2500

34 Hepplewhite Way $3,800.000

5-6 Bedroom/4 Full, 2 Half Bath 7,868 sq. ft. 
Agent: Kimberly Soderberg, Better Homes and Gardens 
Gary Greene – Woodlands Research, 281-367-3531

2 Norlund Way $2,350,000

7 Bedroom/8 Full, 2 Half Bath  14,396 sq. ft. 
Agent: Manley Nolen, Martha Turner Properties-
The Woodlands, 281-367-7637

23 Grand Colonial Drive    $7,950,000
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featured Neighborhood
The Village of Carlton Woods, The Woodlands - 77382

REAL ESTATE

Market Data provided by: 
Haley Garcia

Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or under 4/31.25  — — 2/43.5 11/54.82 22/67.82 13/59.85

$150,000–$199,999 3/13.67 4/25.5 — 6/25.17 14/57.50 55/50.58 13/74.15

$200,000–$299,999 14/43.86 14/46.07 18/53.5 20/52.3 21.48.62 79/64.61 22/67.50

$300,000–$399,999 4/93.5 13/58.38 18/40.83 7/70.57 19/72 53/88.85 26/76.79

$400,000–$499,999 1/5 13/27.08 20/43.25 6/58.17 4/75 27/43.41 15/69.2

$500,000–$599,999 4/79.75 13/56.85 17/66/88 1/104.64 — 8/70.25 20/95.85

$600,000–$799,999 11/44.73 7/42.71 7/114.76 2/50 — 7/90 7/113.47

$800,000–$999,999 6/114.50 10/72.90 9/146.79 — — 5/197.40 2/169.28

$1 million + 19/109.2 8/169.38 32/141.5 — — 6/159.67 1/148.55

Market Data
Currently on the market  (As of November 2013) Monthly home sales

Number of homes sold/Average price

77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

Sept. 2013 22/$363,081 56/$339,394 57/$543,525 24/$283,447 40/$213,957 79/$213,986 72/$345,828

Sept. 2012 17/$254,714 58/$264,001 71/$405,465 22/$257,308 30/$171,565 82/$196,473 80/$316,410

August 2013 32/369,264 80/$385,845 92/$524,154 22/$314,942 48/$190,542 122/$235,785 72/$345,828

July 2013 14/$307,386 68/$369,051 84/$467,233 18/$275,514 36/$175,823 89/$211,294 69/$332,778

June 2013 14/$307,386 68/$369,051 84/$467,233 18/$275,514 36/$175,823 89/$211,294 69/$332,778

May 2013 34/$360,464 84/$406,016 120/$515,663 34/$347,663 44/$201,223 142/$240,088 60/$326,291

April 2013 33/$472,942 72/$380,284 77/$521,814 27/$272,409 42/$187,725 118/$214,410 66/$345,781

March 2013 38/$334,617 58/$386,690 75/$499,707 26/$328,271 31/$197,849 81/$215,426 64/$286,897



Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print


