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As policies go into effect, local 
health leaders unsure of impact

Industry braces for health care law    

Development restrictions limit land usage

Older villages targeted 
for redevelopment

New homes are being built in areas like Grogan’s Mill on sites of older homes.

By Brian Walzel
With construction of new sin-

gle-family residential areas near-
ing an end in The Woodlands, 
Realtors and developers are look-
ing at older areas of the commu-
nity for opportunities to build 
new homes. However, restrictions 
placed on residential properties 
by The Woodlands Township and 
The Woodlands Development 
Company often make it difficult 
for builders to tear down older 
homes to build newer, larger 
ones—a trend some Realtors 
and developers are hoping to see 
reversed.

“In Grogan’s Mill the lots are a 
little bit bigger than the lots that 
current builders are building on 
[in other areas],” said Amy Smythe 
Harris, broker and owner of 
Urban Provision Realtors. “[Gro-
gan’s Mill] looks more established 
and developed. I have buyers who 
love the feel and look of the more 
mature neighborhoods, but they 
want a new house.”

Tim Welbes, co-president of 
The Woodlands Development 
Company, said redevelopment is 
beginning to occur in Grogan’s 
Mill. He said the typical lifespan of 
a home or neighborhood evolves 
from newly built to remodeling as 
the homes age, and finally to tear-
ing down homes once the value 
of the lot exceeds the value of the 
home.

“In the case of Grogan’s Mill, 
it’s in the early stages of leaving 
the era of remodeling and enter-
ing the era of tear down and build 
new,” he said. “Pretty much it’s 
beginning to happen.”

Hennie Van Rensburg, director 
of covenant administration for the 
township, said in the past three 
years, the Development Standards 
Committee, which oversees appli-
cations for new residential and 
commercial buildings, has seen 
about a dozen new homes built on 
lots of older homes that had been 
torn down.

Realtors say the most significant 

By Matt Stephens 
The federal health care exchange went active 

Oct. 1, as uninsured Americans nationwide 
could enroll in affordable health care plans 
that go into effect as early as Jan. 1. However, 
health care industry officials in South Mont-
gomery County still are not sure what effects 
the Affordable Care Act could have on the 
local industry and the community.  

“The law itself is 2,000 pages long and they’re 

producing already 15,000 pages of regula-
tions,” said Steve Sanders, CEO of Memorial 
Hermann The Woodlands. “It’s very difficult 
to predict what’s going to happen in regards of 
the impact of the Affordable Care Act on hos-
pitals and consumers.”

However, one local group that could ben-
efit from the bill is the low income, uninsured 
residents of Montgomery County. The Afford-
able Care Act provides tax credits for individ-
uals and families with income levels between 
100 and 400 percent of the federal poverty 

roadblocks to constructing new 
homes in older neighborhoods 
are development restrictions put 
in place by The Woodlands Town-
ship and The Woodlands Devel-
opment Company.  

“Potential buyers could be 
looking at lot values and won-
dering ‘Can I tear it down and 
rebuild it? Can I get it past The 
Woodlands?’” Harris said. “I don’t 

think The Woodlands is advocat-
ing redevelopment.” 

However, Van Rensburg said 
there are no such restrictions in 
place.

“It’s important to know there 
are no separate rules regarding 
redevelopment versus current 
development,” he said. “If you 
have an existing home and you 
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See Health Care | 51

The Health  
Insurance  
Marketplace

Live in areas within the U.S. that offer 
Health Insurance Marketplace services

Be a U.S. citizen or be lawfully present in 
the U.S.

Not currently be incarcerated

Exceptions are made for those with 
financial hardships, religious objections, 
qualifying Indian tribes and others

Who is eligible?

Individuals Families
Businesses with 100 
employees or fewer

The above can purchase health insurance 
through the marketplace.

Eligible applicants must:

Key dates
Oct. 1 - Open enrollment began
Jan. 1, 2014 - Health insurance coverage begins 
for those who enroll by Dec. 15. Coverage begins 
based on one’s date of enrollment.
March 31, 2014 - Open enrollment closes

How to apply
Visit www.healthcare.gov • Call 1-800-318-2596
In person – those who choose to apply in person may do so at 
some local organizations. 
For more information about local organizations that can help, 
visit https://localhelp.healthcare.gov.
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NOW LEASING 10 WATERWAY AVENUE
LANDMARK OFFICE BUILDING IN THE WOODLANDS TOWN CENTER

20 Stories, 500,000 sq. ft.

Where Business Lives Well

281-719-6100 • www.TheWoodlands-Commercial.com

“The Woodlands’ central 
location and proximity to 
major transportation hubs 
gives us the advantage.”

When we decided to relocate Waste Connections from 
Sacramento, California, we looked for a central location 

that allowed us to reach the east and west coasts 
effi ciently. The Woodlands provided the location and the              

environment we need to ensure our future success.

Ron Mittelstaedt
Chariman and CEO, Waste Connections, Inc.
3 Waterway Square, The Woodlands

Class A offi ce building with in-building parking  •  Designed to be LEED Silver Certifi ed 
Situated in The Woodlands Waterway Square District

Easy access to Interstate 45 and Bush Intercontinental Airport 
Walking distance to The Woodlands Mall, Market Street and dozens of restaurants 
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According to the American Cancer Society, the early detection of breast cancer saves thousands of lives each year.  

One of the newest tools in this effort is 3-D mammography, or tomosynthesis, which allows physicians to take sharper, 

better quality images, resulting in the earlier detection of smaller tumors and a reduction in “false positives.”

Advanced technology is important, but it’s our people who make the difference. Along with 3-D 

mammograms, St. Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital offers comprehensive breast care through 

a highly specialized, fellowship-trained, board-certified medical team that includes a 

breast radiologist, breast pathologist and breast surgical oncologist.

Top quality medical care, close to home. Call 936-266-3200, option #3 

today for an appointment. Saturday appointments available.

We’re taking  
mammograms to a whole  

new dimension.
3-D MAMMOGRAMS 

Now available at St. Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital

St. Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital invites 
you to take charge of your health by 

scheduling your annual mammogram. 

October is Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month!

Complimentary valet parking available Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

17200 St. Luke’s Way  |   The Woodlands, TX 77384   |   StLukesWoodlands.com   |        /StLukesTheWoodlandsHospital   |        @StLukes_SLWH
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With 2 minutes  
you could:

Comment on an online photo.

Schedule your mammogram.

 OR

Quickly book your mammogram with ScheduleNow at memorialhermann.org. With locations across Houston and 

access to tomosynthesis – an advanced 3-D technology that increases cancer detection – ScheduleNow is the easiest 

way to schedule your overdue mammo. Visit our website to choose the best time and reserve your spot today at 

Women’s Memorial Hermann The Woodlands Hospital or the Memorial Hermann location near you.

Visit memorialhermann.org to schedule your mammogram today.
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FROm ThE EDITOR
These are difficult 

times for drivers in The 
Woodlands. The expan-
sion of Woodlands Park-
way is in a four-month 
delay. Lanes are closed 
on Research Forest Drive 
and Grogan’s Mill Road 
so the San Jacinto River 
Authority can install new 
water pipelines. 

The construction is 
causing delays and traffic 

congestion, as well as no small amount of aggravation. 
Although getting around and through The Wood-

lands is probably the most difficult it’s ever been right 
now, we need to remember these projects won’t be 
around forever. And more importantly, these projects 
will, eventually, improve our quality of life, whether 
through improved mobility or better water distribution.

In this month’s edition, we provide you with the 
latest updates on several of these road construction 
projects. We also fill you in on what to expect with the 

new health care law going into effect. Although many 
questions are still unanswered as to the effect the laws 
will have, businesses and the health care industry are 
bracing for major changes.

Finally, we report this month on efforts by the real 
estate industry and developers to redevelop some of 
the older parts of The Woodlands—essentially tearing 
down homes to build new ones. However, restrictions 
on residential development often hinder those efforts. 
Having grown up in Grogan’s Mill and Panther Creek, 
I can say those villages have a special charm. Although 
The Woodlands is only 40 years old, you can feel a sense 
of history in those neighborhoods that isn’t as evident in 
some of the newer villages. 

Although it’s important for The Woodlands to remain 
viable and a leader in community development, the 
planners need to be smart about retaining the charm 
those neighborhoods still hold.

Brian Walzel 
Editor

bwalzel@impactnews.com

COmmUNITy FEEDbACk
take tHe poll last montH’s poll results

What areas of The Woodlands would 
you like to see redeveloped?

  Red cedar circle

  High Oaks

  Tournament players course area

  Other areas

  i am not in favor of this type of redevelopment

  take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

How likely are you to use the 
amenities at Hughes Landing? 
Extremely likely 

  56.91% 
Somewhat likely

 17.89% 
Not at all

  15.45% 
Not likely

 8.13% 
Other

  2%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected Sept. 12–Sept. 30

in our September edition we reported on The Wood-
lands Development company’s latest large-scale project, 
Hughes Landing, on the northeast shore of Lake Wood-
lands. We asked readers how likely they would be visit 
Hughes Landing.

PublishErs and foundErs

John and Jennifer Garrett
PublishEr - houston MEtro

Jason culpepper
GEnEral ManaGEr

Jim pollard, jpollard@impactnews.com

Editorial
ExEcutivE Editor  cathy Kincaid
ManaGinG Editor  Emily Roberts

Editor  Brian Walzel
rEPortEr  Matt Stephens
coPy Editor  Abigail Allen

staff writErs  Marie Leonard, Tamra Santana, 
Krista Wadsworth

contributinG writErs  Nicole Bradford, christine Hall, 
George Mattingly

Advertising
account ExEcutivEs  patricia McHugh, Tiffany Jarvis

account coordinator  Robyn vergeldedios

Design
crEativE dirEctor  Derek Sullivan

sEnior GraPhic dEsiGnErs  Jackie Brunk
ad Production ManaGEr  Tiffany Knudtson

business
vP of oPErations  claire Love

circulation & oPErations ManaGEr  David Ludwick
assistant oPErations ManaGEr  Ashley Wagner

accountinG sPEcialist  Merry Tillman

About us
John and Jennifer Garrett began Community Impact 

Newspaper in 2005, in pflugerville, Texas. The company’s 
mission is to build communities of informed citizens 

and thriving businesses through the collaboration of a 
passionate team. Now, with 15 markets in the Austin, 

Houston and Dallas/fort Worth metro areas, the paper is 
distributed to more than 1 million homes and businesses.

Contact us
8400 N. Sam Houston parkway W., Suite 220

Houston, TX 77064 • 281-469-6181
impactnews.com

PrEss rElEasEs  wdlnews@impactnews.com
advErtisinG  wdlads@impactnews.com

coMMEnts  wdlfeedback@impactnews.com
subscriPtions  impactnews.com/subscriptions

reader comments
Officials push for construction of Grand Parkway, I-45 connector

What they also do not take into consideration is the amount 
of traffic that will us that ramp from Kingwood/Porter to 
commute to and from the area. The engineers in this area are 
clueless as to the needs of the area. I can already imagine a 
long line backed up on the feeder to make a right turn to go 
northbound on 45 and on the reverse commute a long line on 
the 45 southbound feeder for cars wanting to head east on 
the Grand Parkway.

—Billy 
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4  Hope Road RV & Boat Storage 
recently opened at 903 Hope Road in 
Conroe, directly off of the I-45 southbound 
feeder. The RV and boat storage facility 
offers 22 secure spaces with night lighting; 
security cameras; a private, electric gate; 
and 24-hour-a-day access to its customers. 
281-685-9704.   
www.hoperoadrvstorage.com 

5  Integrity Bank is holding its grand 
opening Oct. 10 for its first Woodlands 
location at 1699 Research Forest Drive, 

Now Open

1  Mattress One opened its first two 
Woodlands area locations in the last 
month at 26746 I-45 North in Oak Ridge 
North and at 25118 Grogan’s Mill Road 
in The Woodlands. A Florida-based 
company, Mattress One provides a full line 
of mattresses, including traditional, gel 
foam and memory foam in sizes from twin 
to king. Top brand names offered include 
Tempur-Pedic, iComfort, Sealy, Serta, 
Simmons, Stearns and Foster, Kingsdown, 

and BeautyRest. 281-292-4650 (Oak Ridge 
North). 281-419-1015 (Grogan’s Mill). 
www.mattress1.com 

2  Fielding’s Wood Grill has opened 
at 1699 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 130, 
Shenandoah. Fielding’s kitchen features 
an all-natural wood grill and rotisserie 
and serves breakfast, lunch and dinner. Its 
menu features Angus burgers, as well as 10 
alternative burgers, entree salads and other 
grilled foods cooked over Texas pecan and 
oak wood. The restaurant’s bar features 

35 types of wine, 18 craft beers and a full 
selection of cocktails. 832-616-3275.  
www.fieldings.com

3  French Fry Heaven has opened in The 
Woodlands Mall food court at 1201 Lake 
Woodlands Drive. The restaurant offers 
cooked-to-order Belgian-style fries that are 
made with natural sea salt and more than 
21 sauce flavors, including GarlicParm, 
Baked Tater and Cheeburger.  
281-298-5568. www.frenchfryheaven.com
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Now Pre-Leasing

Northgate Two
125,000 SFClass “A” Of� ce & Garage

25,000+/- SF Per Floor
Hardy Toll Rd & I-45
Near Future Grand Parkway 
and ExxonMobil
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Social Skills Playhouse offers social engagement 
for students with social anxiety disorders.

11
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Ste. 100. Integrity Bank offers personal 
and business banking services, including 
checking and savings accounts, debit 
cards, treasury management and online 
banking. Based out of Houston, Integrity 
Bank’s professionals have more than 450 
combined years of banking experience. 
832-299-1950. www.ibanktx.com 

6  Spring Guns and Ammo opened a 
second Greater Houston-area location in 
September at 26115 I-45. The business sells 
pistols, rifles and shotguns from a variety 
of manufactures, as well as ammunition 
and other gun-related accessories. Spring 
Guns and Ammo features a shooting 
range, training, classes and membership 
services. 281-288-7000. 
 www.springgunsandammo.com 

7  Realtor Trey Halberdier has launched 
Halberdier Real Estate LLC, a real estate 
firm with a focus on North Houston 
commercial real estate services, including 
development, investment and advisory 
services. The office of Halberdier Real 
Estate is at 21 Waterway Ave., Ste. 300.  
281-362-2829. www.thehrealestate.com

8  Weightloss Texas opened Aug. 1 at 
26832 I-45 North in Oak Ridge North. 
Weightloss Texas provides the Nutrisystem 
program, which consists of healthy, pre-
packaged foods that help with weight loss, 
diabetes control, high blood pressure and 
cholesterol. In addition to other health 
products provided, Weightloss Texas 
offers nutritional consultants that can help 
customers reach their health goals.  
281-259-9500. www.weightlosstexas.com 

9  Noodles & Company opened its first 
Houston-area location Sept. 30 at 1555 
Lake Woodlands Drive. With more than 
340 restaurants nationwide, Noodles & 
Company’s menu offers more than 25 
customizable dishes prepared with quality 
ingredients. Favorites include the sweet 
and spicy Japanese Pan Noodles, zesty 
Pesto Cavatappi and the Wisconsin Mac & 
Cheese. The 2,620-square-foot Woodlands 
location will be the eighth location in 
Texas. 281-298-5642. www.noodles.com 

10  Houston Eye Associates opened 
its first Woodlands location at 1699 
Research Forest Drive, Ste. 150 in early 
August. Serving 25 locations in the 
Greater Houston area, Houston Eye 
Associates provides a variety of medical 
and surgical services, including laser 
vision correction, cataracts, glaucoma, 
cornea, retinal disorders, orthoptics, 
ocular inflammations and some cosmetic 
services. 281-363-2155.  
www.houstoneye.com 

11  Social Skills Playhouse opened its 
P.E.O.P.L.E. Center at 307 Sawdust Road, 
The Woodlands in August. The center 
provides experiential social engagement 
for students with social anxiety, mood 
disorders, autism spectrum disorder and 
ADHD. Services include Social Hour, 
classes, camps, assessments and therapies.  
713-838-5522. 
www.socialskillsplayhouse.com 

12  Kumon Math and Reading Center 
has opened its fourth Woodlands location 
at 4747 Research Forest Drive. Kumon 
offers after-school academic enrichment 
programs and assists children looking to 
catch up on learning. 832-562-4646.  
www.kumon.com

13  Houston Shoe Hospital opened its 
ninth location and first in The Woodlands 
area at 202 Sawdust Road, Ste. 101. The 
store offers shoe and boot repair, as well 
as luggage and leather handbag repair. 
Houston Shoe Hospital is a 107-year-old 
company that also sells luggage, including 
Briggs and Riley pieces. 832-948-1040. 
www.houstonshoehospital.com

Coming Soon

14  Escalante’s Fine Tex-Mex and Tequila 
will open a new location in late 2014 on 
Restaurant Row in Hughes Landing, a 
mixed-use development on the east end 
of Lake Woodlands. The Houston-based 
restaurant offers Tex-Mex cuisine, such 
as fajitas, enchiladas, tacos and various 
platters and combinations. Escalante’s also 

has margaritas, cocktails, beer and wine. 
www.escalantes.net 

15  Energy services provider Strike, LLC 
is slated to move into a 70,190-square-
foot space in Hughes Landing early next 
year. The company offers an array of 
energy services, including construction 
of pipelines, oilfield services, hydrostatic 
testing and fabrication services.  
www.strikeusa.com

16  Ideal Image will open in November 
at Market Street - The Woodlands, 
9595 Six Pines Drive. Ideal Image offers 
state-of-the-art laser hair removal 
services performed by licensed medical 
professionals, including non-invasive, 
full-body laser hair removal procedure for 
bikini areas, face, body, underarm, legs 
and other problem spots. Ideal Image will 
be between Aaron Brothers and Relax the 
Back. www.idealimage.com

In The News

Community Impact Newspaper received 
nine awards in the National Newspaper 
Association’s 2013 Better Newspaper 
Contest and Better Newspaper Advertising 
Contest at the NNA convention in Phoenix 
Sept. 14.
The Better Newspaper Contest and the 
Better Newspaper Advertising Contest 
recognize achievement in writing, 
advertising and graphic design.
Staff recognitions included: Shawn 
Arrajj, Best Environmental Story, first 
place; Joe Lanane, Best Environmental 
Story, third place; JP Eichmiller, Best 
Education/Literacy Story, first place; 
Annie Drabicky, Best Agricultural Story, 
honorable mention; Jean Henric and 
Rachel Slade, Best Use of Color, second 
place; Jackie Brunk and Emily Roberts, 
Best Use of Color, honorable mention; 
Cathy Chedrawi, Best Use of Ad Color, 
third place; Jason Suarez, Best Single Ad 
Idea—Color, honorable mention; Emilie 
Boenig, Joe Lanane, Sarah Mangum, 
Derek Sullivan, Best Newspaper Website, 
first place.

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email wdlnews@impactnews.com

Compiled by Matt Stephens and Brian Walzel

Mattress One has recently opened two area loca-
tions in Oak Ridge North and in The Woodlands.

1

Fieldings Wood Grill has opened its first location 
at 1699 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 130.

2
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French Fry Heaven has opened in The Woodlands 
Mall Food Court, 1201 Lake Woodlands Drive.
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WHERE SERVICE IS AN
everyday affair

281-364-9799
30340 FM 2978, Ste 800
Terramont Village Shopping Center

www.WoodlandsRugGallery.com

Visit Us Today
AT OUR NEW 10,000 SQ. FT. 

SHOWROOM FOR OUR ANNUAL 

FALL SALE!
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WE’VE MOVED! 
PLEASE VISIT US AT OUR 

NEW SHOWROOM!

New, Old, Antique, Orientals, 

Contemporary, Runners, Tribal, 

Needlepoints & Savonneries 

Offered in a Variety of Sizes
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Grogan’s Mill Road latest to see lane closures for new groundwater pipelines
By Brian Walzel

With the installation of water 
pipelines now in full swing 
along Research Forest Drive, the 
San Jacinto River Authority is 
beginning to make its way down 

Grogan’s Mill Road in prepara-
tion for more lane closures. The 
construction, pipeline installa-
tions and traffic diversions are 
all because of SJRA’s Groundwa-
ter Reduction Plan, a response 

to a statewide mandate that 
requires communities to lessen 
their reliance on groundwater by 
30 percent by 2016. 

To accommodate the pipeline 
installation, a 1-mile stretch of 

the southbound lanes on Gro-
gan’s Mill Road from Woodlands 
Parkway to South Millbend 
Drive is closed until at least 
December. 

“In preparation for future lane 

UPdATe

closures and traffic diversion, 
we’ll be moving all traffic to the 
northbound side,” said Mark 
Smith, GRP project coordina-
tor. “The pipe will go under the 
current lanes, and the SJRA will 
replace all the pavement on that 
side of the road.”

Construction along the 1-mile 
stretch of Grogan’s Mill will 
cross two intersections: Buck-
thorne Place and South Millbend 
Drive. Smith said both north-
bound and southbound lanes 
will be open to allow access to 
those roads, which includes 
entry into the Grogan’s Mill Vil-
lage Center.

Smith said the private entry 
into the Grogan’s Mill Village 
Center that features a decorative 
archway will be closed.

“Anywhere there is an inter-
section those lanes will be left 
open,” Smith said.

Ronda Trow, public relations 
manager for the SJRA, said the 
construction project should be 
completed by December, with 
the southbound lanes re-opening 
in January.

“Then we’ll be working on the 
north side of Grogan’s Mill up 
until the spring, and then we’re 
done,” she said.

The SJRA’s new water trans-
mission system includes more 
than 55 miles of new pipeline 
throughout South Montgomery 
County, as well as 16 new water 
plants in The Woodlands, Con-
roe, Oak Ridge North and along 
the Rayford Road corridor. The 
$25 million project also includes 
construction of a new surface 
water treatment plant on the 
southern edge of Lake Conroe, 
where water will be treated 
before it is distributed through-
out the county. 

Woodlands pkwy.

The San Jacinto River Authority is closing down a 1-mile stretch of southbound lanes of Grogan’s Mill Road 
to install 20- and 24-inch water pipes. The new pipes are drawing water from Lake conroe as part of the 
Groundwater Reduction plan and will provide water to The Woodlands and surrounding areas. The following map 
shows where the lane closures are, and how surrounding intersections will be affected.

S. Millbend Dr.

N. Millbend Dr.

Buckthorne pl. 

Saddleleaf pl 

GROGAN’S MILL LANE CLOSURES Existing road
Lanes closed
Northbound traffic
Southbound traffic
Temporary lanes
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ur

ce
 S

JR
A



The Woodlands Edition • October 2013 neWs  9

Je�  Beard, CCIM
President

–Je�  Beard
    CCIM, President of The J. Beard Real Estate Company

OUR ASSOCIATES:

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

This October, The J. Beard Real Estate Company will proudly mark its 10th anniversary. We are 
honored to be a supporter and partner in the local community while maintaining an active and 
successful presence in our industry. 

As our organization and professional team has grown over the years, we truly appreciate our 
associates and their commitment. We are especially grateful to our clients who, with their trust 
placed in us, we have had the privilege of working for during the past decade.

Whether you are starting a new business, expanding an existing one, or a commercial property 
owner, developer, investor or a tenant, let us show you how we combine our commercial real 
estate expertise with cutting-edge marketing and advisory services. 

For all your commercial real estate needs, The J. Beard Real Estate Company is here to point 
you in the right direction. Please contact our team of qualifi ed professionals at 281-367-2220 or 
visit our website at www.jbeardcompany.com.

INSIGHT.
LEADERSHIP.
EXPERTISE.

Commercial Real 
Estate Leaders

LANDLORD & TENANT 

REPRESENTATION

SITE ACQUISITION

SALES & LEASING

REAL ESTATE CONSULTING

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

1010
YEARS
cruising

Zach Armstrong
John Ballou
Julie Colwell

Linda Crumley
Gail Dentler

Rosa Dye
John Ernst

Josh Feinberg
Diana Gaines

Scott Hill
Lisa Hughes

Demetrio Lopez
Tim Maczko
Melissa Masi

Lindsey McKean
Deborah Sargeant

Karyn Stephens
Jeff Tinsley
Brett Tynes

Carlene Whitaker

THE J. BEARD REAL ESTATE COMPANY
Celebrating  our 10-YEAR Anniversary
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If approved by the Texas Children’s 
Hospital board of directors, the 
proposed Woodlands location will 
offer services similar to those of 
the West Campus hospital in Katy. 

Those services include: 
Medical

• Cardiology
• Endocrine/diabetes
• Gastroenterology and 
    nutrition 
• Hematology/oncology
• Neurology
• Physical medicine and  
   rehabilitation 
• Pulmonary medicine 

Surgical 
• Ophthalmology
• Orthopedics
• Otolaryngology 
• Pediatric surgery 
• Urology

Other 
• Emergency medicine
• Radiology 
• Pediatric hospital medicine 
• Pathology

college park Dr. 

S
t. Lukes W

ay. 

St. Lukes 
Hospital 

WOODLANDS HOSPITAL 
MEDICAL SERVICES

Texas Children’s planning new hospital in The Woodlands 
By Matt Stephens 

Texas Children’s Hospital hopes to 
break ground on a new pediatric hospital 
in The Woodlands in January that could 
open sometime in 2017.

“We know that The Woodlands is 
growing like crazy with businesses mov-
ing there,” said Christy Brunton, Texas 
Children’s public relations director. 
“Texas Children’s Hospital’s mission is to 
be able to give children the best access to 
care in their community.”

Brunton said the plan for the hospi-
tal is still awaiting final approval from 
the hospital system’s board of directors, 
which plans to meet Nov. 14. If approved, 
the hospital would be dedicated strictly 
to pediatrics, similar to the West Campus 
location in the Katy area. 

The Katy branch—which houses 48 
inpatient hospital beds—provides a 
variety of medical services, including car-
diology, diabetes, oncology, hematology, 
neurology, physical medicine and reha-
bilitation, pulmonary medicine, surgical 
specialties, radiology and an emergency 
room, among other services.

“Any service you can get at the West 
Campus is going to be out there [at The 
Woodlands hospital],” she said. “We 
really want to make sure these kids [in 
The Woodlands area] have access in their 

own communities.”
Although the design of The Woodlands 

hospital has not been finalized, Brunton 
said the planned hospital would likely be 
larger than the 500,000-square-foot West 
Campus location.

The 22.3 acres for the proposed hospital 
is at the southwest corner of I-45 and 
Hwy. 242, just south of The Woodlands 
branch of St. Luke’s Hospital, Brunton 
said. Texas Children’s first purchased 
some land on the site in 2007 and final-
ized the purchase of the remainder of the 
land in September. 

If approved by the board, a ground-
breaking for the hospital is planned for 
Jan. 31. Construction on the hospital 
is projected to take 36 months with an 
estimated completion date sometime in 
2017, she said.

Texas Children’s Hospital already has 
a health center in The Woodlands. The 
hospital system also staffs the emer-
gency room at St. Luke’s Hospital in The 
Woodlands with pediatric physicians and 
manages the hospital’s neonatal intensive 
care room. 

According to a 2013 community health 
needs assessment performed for Texas 
Children’s, the hospital system was the 
most used hospital for non-birth related 
pediatric hospitalizations for seven of the 

eight counties in the greater Houston area 
from 2004-10, including Montgomery 
County. 

“The announcement that Texas Chil-
dren’s is opening a hospital in The Wood-
lands reinforces the unparalleled quality 
of life that our community offers,” said 
Gil Staley, CEO of The Woodlands Area 
Economic Development Partnership. “We 
are fortunate to have quality health care 
available close to home. Where we used 
to have to travel to the Houston Medical 
Center to receive this kind of care, it will 
be available here.”  

The health care industry employs the 
third-most employees of all industries in 
south Montgomery County (17 percent), 
behind energy (32 percent) and education 
(18 percent), according to The Wood-
lands Area EDP. Memorial Hermann 
The Woodlands Hospital employs 1,330 
people as of January 2013, while St. Luke’s 
The Woodlands Hospital employs 1,261.

“We are fortunate to have our local hos-
pitals, Memorial Hermann The Wood-
lands Hospital, St. Luke’s The Woodlands 
Hospital and now, Texas Children’s 
Hospital, making significant investments 
to keep up with the continued growth of 
our population,” Staley said. 

 For more information on Texas Chil-
dren’s, visit www.texaschildrens.org.
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See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for complete details. Not valid with any other offer or previously written contracts. $5,000 Decorator Allowance offer only valid for Homebuyers who purchase a David 
Weekley home in the Houston communities of Auburn Lakes and Liberty Branch in Creekside between October 1, 2013, and October 31, 2013. Offer must be presented to Sales Consultant prior to signing of 
contract. Decorator Selections must be made through the David Weekley Homes’ Design Center in Houston, TX. Homebuyer must pay for any Decorator Selections in excess of the incentive amount. David 
Weekley Homes reserves the right to terminate program or change rules at any time. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials or availability of homes or communities are subject to change 
without notice or obligation. Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2013 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved. Houston, TX (HOUA52051)

Enjoy Up to 
$5,000

45

1960

249

2920

 

ExxonMobil

Woodlands Pkwy.
Goslind Rd.
Kuykendahl Rd.

Woodlands Pkwy.

Kuykendahl Rd.
G

oslind R
d.

Find Your Dream Home in One of These Great Communities...

     Liberty Branch in Creekside From the $520s
Parks and greenspace • village center • water amenities
98 W. Sawyer Ridge 
The Woodlands, TX 77389
281-249-7790

1      Auburn Lakes From the low $400s
Klein ISD schools • clubhouse • Willow Creek Golf Club
6806 Auburn Sands Drive
Spring, TX 77389
281-249-7715

2

See hundreds of award-winning floor plans, take a virtual tour, and much more at…
Model homes coming soon! 

Up to 

$5,000 

in Decorator 

Selections!
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Development continues on fledgling 
south Montgomery County community 
By Matt Stephens  

The Harmony master-planned 
community, one of many grow-
ing communities in southeast 
Montgomery County along the 
Rayford Road corridor, will grow 
to as many as 2,600 homes over 
the next five to 10 years. 

The $5.8 million investment is 
comprised of about 1,000 acres, 
featuring mostly residential and 
some commercial development, 
said Bob Douglas, general man-
ager of the project for Johnson 
Development. Harmony already 
has 341 lots on the ground, includ-
ing 215 occupied homes. Douglas 
said 370 lots are under develop-
ment, while 1,500—1,600 lots are 
planned. Harmony may also have 
some multi-family development. 

Just south of Grand Parkway, 
Douglas said the location is 
ideal for homebuyers looking to 
commute to The Woodlands and 
downtown Houston. The tollway 
will allow motorists to commute 
to the planned ExxonMobil 
campus in five to 10 minutes, he 
said. 

“The whole area is growing, 
and typically what we find with 
areas of exploding growth is 
that traffic starts to get clogged 
before improvements get made,” 
he said. “Grand Parkway coming 
along at this time is a good thing 
for the community. It’s going to 
make living out here a lot more 
convenient.”

ExxonMobil employees and 
employees from other businesses 
within the energy sector have 
already shown interest in Har-
mony, Douglas said. 

Although mostly composed of 
residential development, Douglas 
said, about 58 acres have been 
sold within Harmony for com-
mercial projects. He said 21 acres 
have been sold for the construc-
tion of an H-E-B at Rayford Road 
and Riley Fuzzell Road, which 
will break ground upon comple-
tion of the nearby Grand Park-
way segment. 

“It’s exciting to have an H-E-B 
at your front door,” Douglas said. 

Another 4.6 acres were sold 

to the 
Church of 
Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints 
for a church that is nearing 
completion at the northwest 
corner of Rayford and Discovery 
Creek Boulevard. Negotiations 
continue for a day care within the 
community as well, Douglas said. 

Owned by Discovery Spring 
Trails, LLC., development began 
on Harmony years ago, but it 
slowed during a downturn in the 
economy, Douglas said. Demand 
picked up last year, and Johnson 
Development was brought in 
on the project, he said. Johnson 
Development has worked on 
similar master-planned com-
munities in the Greater Houston 
area, such as Tuscan Lakes, 
Sienna Plantation and Woodfor-
est in Montgomery County. 

The Harmony development 
features several amenities. One 
pocket park is in place within 
the Harmony Forest subdivision, 
while several other parks  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
with play-
ground equip-
ment and hiking 
and biking trails are 
planned for the future, 
he said. 

Construction is underway 
on the first of two recreational 
centers. The first will be in the 
Harmony Creek subdivision, fea-
turing a pool, pavilion and splash 
pad. It is set for completion in 
November, Douglas said. A sec-
ond, larger recreational center is 

deveLOPMeNT

planned south of Rayford Road. 
For more information on Har-

mony development, visit  
www.harmony-houston.com. 
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Existing Lots

Developing Lots

Future Lots

Commercial Lots

Schools

The Harmony master-planned community consists of 1,000 acres 
and could one day house up to 2,600 homes. 
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Reserve Now

Underwriters 
Anderson, dickens and Yeager Families

Anne and dave dunlap and Family
dr. Gina Garner
texas Monthly

strategic Consulting, Brett and isela Atwood
Markle Luxury Jewelers

Community impact newspaper
new Leaf Publishing

Janet Baker
Candi Glenn and Lorri Petrauskas

Cathy Hart Family Medicine
Mike seder, re/MAx the woodlands and spring

Katz’s deli
elegant Beginnings, inc.

Underwriting available at $5,000, $3,000 and $1,500 levels  
individual reservations are $100 

Friday, december 6, 2013

www.johncooper.org

the John Cooper school  
9th Annual signatures Author series Luncheon  

featuring best-selling novelist 

Jodi Picoult
Author of 21 novels, including the tenth Circle,  

Plain truth and My sister’s Keeper

Book Signings • Local Authors • VIP Event 
the woodlands waterway Marriott Hotel & Convention Center

Register online at specialevents.johncooper.org  
or call 281.367.0900 x2441 
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New 600-acre luxury community 
planned south of The Woodlands
By Brian Walzel

The J. Beard Real Estate Company and 
Toll Brothers home builders announced 
plans in September to develop a 600-acre 
master-planned community east of FM 
2978 and south of Woodlands Parkway.

The community will feature about 900 
luxury homes, with lots becoming avail-
able in early 2015, said Karl Mistry, divi-
sion president for Toll Brothers.

“This acquisition reflects the thriving 
economic growth of the Houston market 
with the migration of large energy compa-
nies to the area and the expansion of the 
Grand Parkway,” Mistry said. 

Mistry said Toll Brothers wanted to 
capitalize on the demand for homes in The 
Woodlands area as the community nears 
the end of residential development. 

“We looked at parts of town where we 
wanted to establish new developments, and 
we looked at The Woodlands area first,” 
he said. “We saw that demand and saw the 
end approaching and started seeing what 
was next.”

Mistry said the project will include other 
home builders and will feature a resort-
style swimming pool and clubhouse. No 
name has been chosen for the develop-
ment, but Mistry said a decision on a name 

would likely be made soon. 
Homes in the new development will 

start in the $300,000s, Mistry said.
J. Beard Real Estate Company agent 

Diana Gaines, who brokered the deal, said 
the original tract, known as the Doughtie 
Parcel, contained about 500 acres and had 
seen multiple properties listed over the last 
eight years planned for residential develop-
ment.  

“We had lots of buyers looking at the 
property, and we were able to pick and 
choose,” she said. “We focused on residen-
tial development, which was always the 
focus.”

Gaines said the 500-acre parcel had been 
in the Doughtie family for about 170 years. 
Gaines and J. Beard eventually purchased 
additional tracts of land surrounding the 
Doughtie Parcel to provide access to exist-
ing and planned thoroughfares. 

The property is bordered on the south by 
Spring Creek, and much of the parcel will 
remain undeveloped green space.

“Half of the property can’t be developed 
and will remain parks and green space and 
will be for recreational use,” Gaines said. 
“It is a very warm and inviting environ-
ment.”

deveLOPMeNT
HOMES ON THE RANGE Single family 

Model homes

Proposed elementary 

Proposed commercial 

The J. Beard Real Estate Company recently completed the sale of 
more than 600 acres of undeveloped land to Toll Brothers home 
builders for a new master-planned community. The development 
will be located just to the north of Spring Creek near FM 2978 and 
feature 900 luxury homes. The map shows an initial layout of what 
the new community may look like.
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&  INVITE YOU TO ENJOY OUR ANNUAL:

LIVE MUSIC 
OGRE Band and 

Class Act Productions
 KIDS’ FUN

  Characters, In� atables, 
Face Painting, Balloon Artist, Alpha & 

Omega Horse and much more
 FOOD & INFORMATION

Free Tastings by Chili’s, Dickey’s, 
Edible Arrangements, HEB, Nothing 

Bundt Cakes, Orange Leaf, 
Pei Wei, Starbuck’s, Sundale, Via 

Emilia & Subway

Village Business and 
Community Info

IndianSpringsVillage.com

 Taste
of the Village

SAVE THE DATE: 10/12

Saturday, October 12th
Noon – 4:00 pm
Indian Springs 

Shopping Center

Source: Toll Brothers

Open
Doors

Students can earn college 
credit through dual credit 
while still in high school. 
Credits transfer to public 
universities in Texas and 
most out-of-state and 
private colleges.

Save money and time!  
High School counselors 
have more information!

Earn credit
while still in high school.

LoneStar.edu/dualcredit
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Township looking to increase fares 
for Woodlands Express bus service 
By Marie Leonard

Because of several years of increased 
operating costs, The Woodlands Town-
ship has recommended an increase in 
The Woodlands Express park and ride 
fares to cover the rising expense. 

Since 2010, the hourly cost to the 
township to operate the buses has 
increased from about $138 to $207, but 
the fares have not increased, said town-
ship director Mike Bass. 

“The basic bottom line is that the cost 
has gone up, and now we’re providing 
better buses and improved services,” 
Bass said. 

The township has asked the Brazos 
Transit District to initiate a rate increase 
that would raise the daily bus fare from 
$10 to $12 beginning Nov. 1. 

“We’re up more than $75 per hour 
under the new contracts, so we’re looking 
at increasing the fare to the same level of 
cost,” township director Gordy Bunch 
said. “If you look at it pro rata, the fare 
request is equal to the cost increase.” 

The township contracts with the 
Brazos Transit District to provide park 
and ride services at three stations in The 
Woodlands, including Research Forest, 
Sterling Ridge and Sawdust Road. Last 

year, the U.S. Census Bureau desig-
nated The Woodlands and Conroe as a 
large urban area because of population 
increase, which means the township will 
be required to take future ownership of 
its park and ride program next year.

Based on recent surveys by the town-
ship, the park and ride system keeps about 
900,000 drivers off the road each year, 
said township chairman Bruce Tough. 

“If you put that amount of cars on 
I-45, it would create serious traffic issues, 
and we would jeopardize our attainment 
goals for the Houston-Galveston region,” 
he said. 

As the township prepares for the 
takeover, it is exploring other ways to 
ensure the park and ride service remains 
viable, including offering different route 
schedules and possibly purchasing its 
own buses, the latter of which will be 
discussed during the board’s strategic 
planning retreat this month. 

“We can’t operate below costs for too 
long, because that’s not practical,” Bunch 
said. “We do want to have a long-term, 
viable park and ride system so the folks 
who made the decision to move here for 
that amenity can continue to enjoy those 

TrANSIT

services.” 
The Houston-Galveston Area Council 

offers a grant program that would pro-
vide a 50 percent match, or $10 million, 
to go toward the $20 million investment 
of buying about 40 new buses. 

Money spent on the buses would 
require the township to issue bonds, 
which would be paid for through the 
park and ride operations. If the town-
ship owned the buses, it would drop the 
operating cost to between $145–$160 an 
hour, Bass said. 

“Part of keeping the fare increase from 
going up higher is purchasing our own 
buses,” he said. “We are waiting to hear 
back from the H-GAC on the terms of 
the grant.” 

Any bus tickets purchased prior to 
Nov. 1 will be honored at the $10 rate. 

Residents can send their comments 
concerning the proposed rate increase 
via mail to the Brazos Transit District 
at 1759 N. Earl Rudder Freeway, Bryan, 
Texas, 77803. Comments must be 
received by Oct. 19. 
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The Woodlands Township is seeking a $2 rate increase for its Woodlands Express park and ride program 
to offset increased expenses.
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Texas 
two-step.

Orthopedics

Ranked among the best in the country,Texas Children’s Orthopedics

consistently takes the lead in caring for children with minor fractures

or more complex disorders. Our dance card in Houston is full of 

partnerships with specialists in infectious disease, spina bifida, 

skeletal dysplasia and more. To find out how we take the right steps

with patients and partners to achieve the best possible outcomes, 

visit texaschildrens.org/orthopedics.

© 2013 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. Ranking based on U.S.News & World Report. MPR775_100313

MPR775_ad_SL_Ortho_TX2Step_CIN_Layout 1  10/3/13  6:10 PM  Page 1
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H-GAC selects engineering firms for south 
Montgomery County mobility, transit plans
By Matt Stephens 

The Houston-Galveston Area 
Council and Texas Department 
of Transportation selected con-
sulting firm teams recently for 
the south Montgomery County 
mobility and transit plans, which 
are expected to be completed 
around October 2014. 

Alan Clark, director of 
H-GAC’s Metropolitan Planning 
Organization, said engineer-
ing firm Brown and Gay was 
selected for work on the south 
Montgomery County mobility 
plan. Clark said Brown and Gay 
has teamed up with four other 
firms to complete different areas 
of the study and was selected out 
of the four teams to complete 
bids for the project. 

“They have a tremendous 
amount of experience with 
working with counties and cities 
on mobility plans,” Precinct 3 
Commissioner James Noack 
said. “H-GAC was very comfort-
able with selecting them.”

The goal of the mobility plan 
is to prioritize transportation 

projects on H-GAC’s 2040 
Regional Transportation Plan, 
which prioritizes future projects 
to receive federal funding. Clark 
said the RTP will be compiled in 
spring 2014. 

Although the mobility plan 
will not be completed until 
the fall, H-GAC and the South 
Montgomery County Transpor-
tation Task Force should have 
some of the key projects orga-
nized in time to make the list.  

Projects included on the scope 
of work for the plan include the 
inventory and assessment of all 
Precinct 3 roadways and bridges, 
the evaluation of current inter-
sections, signal synchronization 
and congestion, and economic 
development along the Grand 
Parkway. 

The plan will also consider 
new potential roadways, such as 
a north-south roadway to con-
nect Rayford Road with Hwy. 
242 and east-west thoroughfares 
along I-45. 

“One of the important 
challenges [for] the steering 

committee is  the east-west 
access across I-45 along the 
Grand Parkway,” Clark said. 

Work done by the consultant 
did not begin until Oct. 1, Clark 
said. However, residents can 
anticipate meetings and other 
forms of public outreach some-
time later this year or in early 
2014. He said an open house 
could be held in that time frame 
to learn which projects most 
concern residents. 

“Public input is like having an 
extra unpaid consultant,” Clark 
said. “Many of the transporta-
tion issues they confront every 
day are things we will be consid-
ering in this project.”

Although the contract and 
costs were not finalized, Clark 
said the plan is estimated to cost 
$500,000, with H-GAC splitting 
the bill between Montgomery 
County and other south county 
entities, including The Wood-
lands Township, Oak Ridge 
North and Shenandoah.

 The plan also will com-
pile data being used for two 
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The development of Grand Parkway, as well as its impact on mobility and economic 
development, is part of a new south Montgomery County mobility study.

concurrent, separate studies: 
a south Montgomery County 
transit plan and a Montgomery 
County thoroughfare plan. 

“We really want to spend one 
dollar on each particular thing, 
rather then have to come back 
again to spend a dollar on the 
same exact thing,” Clark said. 

Clark said engineering firm 
Steer Davis Gleave was selected 
as the consultant for the transit 
plan, which will examine transit 
issues in The Woodlands and 
other areas of south Montgom-
ery County. The plan is esti-
mated to cost $300,000, with The 
Woodlands Township providing 

$60,000. He said it will be com-
pleted in the same time frame as 
the mobility plan. 

A request for proposals was 
also issued in September for a 
consultant for the countywide 
thoroughfare plan, Clark said, 
which will study current and 
future concerns with major 
county roadways. 

The plan will use data com-
piled by Brown and Gay, 
including transportation data, 
economic development, future 
land use and population growth. 
The countywide plan could cost 
$300,000, with the county fund-
ing $100,000. 

27718 I-45 N.
Oak Ridge North
Oak Ridge North Shopping Center, Plaza “B” 
next to AAA Travel, look for Pappas BBQ

281-419-8882

• Custom Aquariums
• Acrylic Fabrication 
• Quality Marine and Freshwater Fish Sales 
• Quality Live Coral Sales 
• Quality Live Plant Sales 
• Aquarium Set-Up and Installation 
• Aquarium Maintenance 
• Custom Orders

Sunday: 12–6pm
Monday: Closed

Tuesday–Thursday: 12–7pm
Friday: Closed

Saturday: 12–7pm

www.glaquatics.com

Lake 
Woodlands Dr.

Woodlands
Pkwy.

O.J.  and SUSAN BOBEK

Bobek Realty Group would like to extend a 
sincere thank you to our loyal clientele. Your 
confi dence in our services is unmatched and 
we appreciate your continued endorsements 
of Bobek Realty Group. The satisfaction of our 
clients is our main focus.

Thank you for your Business and referrals

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
REAL ESTATE EXPERTS
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YMCA considers constructing new 
branch along Rayford Road corridor
By Matt Stephens  

The YMCA of Greater Houston has 
begun discussions regarding possible 
future YMCA locations, including one 
somewhere along the Rayford Road cor-
ridor that could serve southeast Montgom-
ery County. 

Paul McEntire, chief operating officer 
of YMCA of Greater Houston, said the 
YMCA has been approached by groups in 
a dozen areas around Houston for poten-
tial sites. McEntire said the YMCA board 
of directors would soon form a task force 
to study the different locations requesting 
facilities. He said he hopes a meeting will 
be held in southeast Montgomery County 
before the end of the year to receive public 
input on a potential YMCA. 

“We’re certainly very excited about the 
opportunity and look forward to meeting 
with people to discuss what they want,” 
he said.

Although McEntire said no sites have 
yet been examined, YMCAs usually cost 
anywhere from $10 million to $15 mil-
lion to develop. There are three ways to 
fund a new YMCA: accumulated cash, 
debt financing and fundraising, although 
YMCA does not have enough accumulated 
cash for a new location. YMCA of Houston 

constructed several YMCAs in the Greater 
Houston area between 2002 and 2008 
through debt financing, McEntire said, but 
he does not anticipate YMCA accumulat-
ing more debt in the near future.   

A typical YMCA is usually 30,000-
35,000 square feet in size, he said. The 
property required for YMCAs can range 
anywhere from 5 acres to 35 acres, depend-
ing on the interest in the community of 
providing sports fields. McEntire said 
YMCA construction is more likely to 
occur if land can be donated or sold at a 
significantly discounted rate. 

YMCA also looks for sites near schools 
and churches, where agreements can be 
made for the shared use of parking lots, 
sports fields and other amenities. 

“The more of that type of thing you can 
do, the more you can maximize the land 
usage,” McEntire said. 

Montgomery County Precinct 3 Com-
missioner James Noack said the idea for a 
YMCA in the area came from community 
members on the east side of I-45. Noack 
said residents have approached him with 
the idea, and he has met with YMCA 
officials. He said residents he spoke with 
have shown an interest in sports programs, 
meeting spaces, a family gym environment 
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YMCA of Houston is considering several possible locations for future YMCAs in the Greater Houston area, 
including the Rayford Road corridor. There are three YMCAs already within south Montgomery County. 

and after school activities. 
Noack said YMCA officials told him 

southeast Montgomery County could be 
one of the three top spots in the Houston 
area. Three or four sites in the region could 
be available, Noack said, which could 
include some donated land and some pur-
chased land, depending on the site. 

“If they could have a large track of land 
with football fields, baseball fields, soccer 
fields, a ropes course, that would be great,” 
he said. “But they understand that in south 
Montgomery County that land is at a pre-
mium, so it may be a smaller YMCA.”

Although Noack said he would like 
to see a YMCA constructed in the area, 
Montgomery County does not have the 
money to construct one itself.

“It’s really up to the YMCA to go out and 
get this building built,” he said. “To the 
extent that I can help get private funding I 
will, but I can’t see the county participat-
ing in funding.” 

Although there are three YMCAs in 
south Montgomery County, the near-
est location is more than 8 miles from 
Rayford Road. 

START HERE. GROW HERE.
The Greater Houston Partnership (GHP) 
can help YOUR business grow.

- Confi dential real estate/business facilities searches

- Assisting in evaluating and applying for incentives

- Facilitating workforce training and recruitment

- Providing data on key business factors

- Advocating for local and state issues

- Facilitating the permitting process

- Providing key introductions to strategic partners

- Providing information on networking and 

   business events

- Collaborating on public relations matters

For more information about how we can help your business be successful in the 
Houston region and around the world, contact Chad Carson @ 713-844-3614 today!

Visit our website to see Houston business success stories.
www.opportunityhouston.com #WeAreHouston
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It’s Time Texas spotlights healthy living
By Shawn Arrajj

It’s Time Texas, a statewide 
grass-roots cause promoting 
healthy lifestyles, is encourag-
ing communities throughout 
Texas to join in a friendly com-
petition to see who is the most 
dedicated to healthy living.

The Healthy at H-E-B Com-
munity Challenge, which began 
Sept. 1 and runs until Oct. 31, 
seeks to unite and motivate 
both individuals and organiza-
tions to make healthy living the 
norm in Texas. Although the 
competition has already started, 
an individual or community 
can enter the fray at any point.

Cities compete against each 
other by earning points for a 
variety of activities. For a com-
munity to be eligible to win, 
the mayor must sign a pledge 
to support healthy living. As of 
Oct. 1, a total of 36 mayors have 
signed up, as well as 485 com-
munities, including Houston 
and Conroe.  

The competition is designed 
to spotlight communities that 
are already dedicated to healthy 
living and to incentivize 

others to make healthy living a 
priority, said John Waterman, 
communications director with 
Active Life, the Austin-based 
nonprofit behind It’s Time 
Texas. 

Mayors earn points by mak-
ing a video to challenge another 
mayor or implementing health 
initiatives for their own com-
munity. Schools earn points 
when teachers upload photos 
and videos of students partici-
pating in healthy activities or 
organize community projects. 
Businesses and organization 
leaders sign pledges to support 
the health of their employees 
and can also take on commu-
nity projects.

“We intentionally leave 
that pretty broad,” Waterman 
said. “We try to make it so 
people don’t necessarily need 
to do things they’re not already 
doing. The idea is to spotlight 
health and reward [healthy 
behavior].”

Individuals earn points by 
uploading photos and videos of 
themselves exercising or eating 
healthy or by hosting events 

focused on health. 
Although individuals are 

capable of earning points for 
their communities on their 
own, a community cannot win 
unless its mayor signs on. More 
than 550,000 individuals have 
already made submissions this 
year, according to the competi-
tion’s website.

The competition breaks 
communities down into five 
size categories: metro, large, 
medium, small and extra-
small. Every city in Texas has 
already been preregistered by 
the event’s organizers into the 
appropriate category. A winner 
will be selected for each group 
by the end of the competition.

Winners receive statewide 
recognition, a trophy, street 
banners and a $1,000 grant to 
support a health project at a 
local school.

View more details about 
the competition—including a 
full list of eligible communi-
ties for each size category, as 
well as how individuals can get 
involved—by visiting www.
hebcommunitychallenge.com.

WeLLNeSS

(300,000 and up) METRO

(100,000–299,999) LARGE

*MAYORS HAVE ALREADY SIGNED THE PLEDGE

(40,000–99,999) MEDIUM MISSOURI CITY*, SUGAR LAND

(5,000–39,999) SMALL JERSEY VILLAGE, TOMBALL, KATY

(1–4,999) EXTRA-SMALL MAGNOLIA, SHENANDOAH

STATEWIDE

Source: H-E-B

The Healthy at H-E-B Community Challenge pits communities throughout the state against 
each other to see whose citizens lead the healthiest lifestyles. Cities in five size categories can 
rack up points throughout September and October to compete for grant money, bragging rights 
and the benefits of improved health.

Mayors
Mayors can create a video challenging another 
mayor, sign a pledge to support healthy living 

or pass a policy encouraging healthy living.

SIZE CATEGORIES
Houston

BEAUMONT

Schools
Schools can organize classroom events such as 
playground cleanups or group walks or sign a 

pledge to encourage healthy living.

Businesses/organizations
Groups can encourage healthy living among 

employees or launch wellness challenges 
within a company.

Individuals
Individuals can organize neighborhood- wide 
physical activity or submit images and videos 

of healthy choices.

The winning city in each size category receives a $1,000 grant to support a 
healthy school project—plus a trophy, statewide recognition, street banners.

EARNING POINTS

WIN BIG:

Thanksgiving Day
November 28, 2013

Enter The 24th Annual GE Run Thru the Woods Directed by the YMCA

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion
in The Woodlands Town Center,

2005 Lake Robbins Drive, 
The Woodlands, Texas

New for 2013!
Dri-Fit Shirts

for 3 mile and 5 mile runners

Like Us On 
Facebook!

For More Information Call 

281-367-9622 
Complimentary 

Pancake Breakfast 
for all participants 

provided by The Egg & I
Proceeds benefi t: Charities of 

South Montgomery County

1 Mile Children’s Race
(For ages 12 and under)

Presented by Anadarko 
 5 Mile Run

(USATF Certifi ed)
Presented by St. Luke’s Performance Medicine

 3 Mile Run
(Open to all ages!)

 3 Mile Family Walk
Presented by Memorial Hermann The Woodlands Hospital 

Sports Medicine & Rehabilitation

Early Registration Deadline is November 15
Register online at www.RunThruTheWoods.org

Exotic and Repurposed Hardwood Furniture, Home Accessories and More
26207 Oak Ridge Dr. Ste. A. • The Woodlands, TX 77380    

281-292-5536 • 713-426-5556 • Monday to Saturday 10-6pm • Sunday By Appointment Only 

www.TexasTuscanFurniture.com                   info@TexasTuscanFurniture.com

TEXAS  TUSCAN   FURNITURE    DESIGNS
Where Everything is One of a Kind...

NEW
WOODLANDS

LOCATION

New 
Woodlands 

Location Redefi ning Fine Furniture
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ATTENTION!!! • ATTENTION!!! • ATTENTION!!!• ATTENTION!!! • ATTENTION!!! • ATTENTION!!! ATTENTION!!! • ATTENTION!!! • ATTENTION!!!• ATTENTION!!

Vicinity Map and Schedules for The Woodlands Water Line Construction
To address Montgomery County’s growing groundwater supply crisis and ensure reliable long term water supplies 
for our future, SJRA is constructing a water treatment plant and 55 miles of water transmission lines to deliver 30 
million gallons per day of top quality, treated surface water to our community. � is construction will be accom-
plished by a team of experienced contractors who will make every e� ort to minimize disruption in our neighbor-
hood and on local streets and thoroughfares.

� ere will be some unavoidable inconvenience once this massive project is underway, but it is our objective to 
complete the construction cost-e� ectively, e�  ciently, and with minimum inconvenience to residents and drivers.

For a detailed version of this map visit www.sjra.net/grp
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New fire station to serve Imperial 
Oaks, Legends Estates area

Woodlands Parkway expansion falls 
months behind original schedule

By Brian Walzel
South Montgomery County Fire Sta-

tion No. 11-2 opens Oct. 12 at 30710 
Aldine Westfield Road. The station, 
operated by the South Montgomery 
County Fire Department and Emergency 
Services District No. 8, serves an area of 
about 50 square miles in southeast Mont-
gomery County, including the Imperial 
Oaks neighborhood, Legends Estates and 
Legends Ranch.

“We have been trying to be sure and 
locate our fire stations in areas that 
would lower our response times to be 
closer to what we have now at our other 
four stations,” said James Kelly, president 
of the Emergency Services District board 
of directors. 

The 9,500-square-foot station includes 
three bays for a booster engine, a large 
Class A fire truck and a mobile com-
mand unit. 

Fire Chief Robert Hudson said the 
station will be staffed 24/7 by a five-
member team, including a battalion 
chief, lieutenant, emergency operator and 
two firefighters.

“The design of the fire station was set 
up to blend in with the community,” he 

By Matt Stephens 
Originally planned for completion 

in December, complications with the 
expansion of Woodlands Parkway from 
Grogan’s Mill Road to East Panther 
Creek Drive have the project months 
behind schedule. 

Deidrea Samuels, public informa-
tion officer for the Texas Department of 
Transportation, said the project was esti-
mated to be about 30 percent complete as 
of August. 

Samuels said there was a delay because 
of utility relocations, although the con-
tractor—Menade Inc.—has also fallen 
behind the initial time frame for the 
construction of the expansion. 

Samuels said the contractor can be 
charged $785 per day for delays beyond 
the allocated contract time.

The nearly mile-long stretch of Wood-
lands Parkway under construction will 

NeWS brIefS

said. “We didn’t want it to have that com-
mercial fire station feel to it. We had it 
designed to look more like a home.”

The new station cost $3 million, which 
was paid for by ESD No. 8. The ESD is 
funded by an ad valorem property tax, as 
well as a 1 percent sales tax within most 
areas of the ESD 8 boundaries.

Kelly said the goal of the South Mont-
gomery County Fire Department is to 
achieve an ISO rating of 1, the highest 
rating a fire department can have.

“One of the benefits of that is to lower 
insurance rates for homeowners and 
businesses,” he said. “In a Class 1 district, 
your commercial insurance goes way 
down.”

be expanded from four lanes to six lanes. 
Samuels said the most recent schedule 
submitted by the contractor estimates a 
completion in April 2014. 

Precinct 3 Commissioner James Noack 
said he is concerned by the project’s 
delayed timetable because of the nar-
row lanes and traffic congestion since 
construction began. Noack said con-
struction has exacerbated traffic around 
McCullough Junior High and motorists 
back up all the way to Timberloch Drive 
at peak hours. 

“We understand the frustration,” 
Noack said. “Unfortunately it’s not a 
county project, but we’re applying as 
much pressure as we can to get this proj-
ect completed as quickly as possible.”

Noack said the narrow lanes have 
prevented larger trucks and school buses 
from being able to use the thoroughfare 
while it is under construction. 
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The South Montgomery County Fire Station No. 
11-2 will be at 30710 Aldine Westfield Road.
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Conroe ISD students beat 
state average on STAAR tests
By Tamra Santana

Conroe ISD students per-
formed better, on average, on all 
State of Texas Assessments of 
Academic Readiness (STAAR) 
tests taken last spring compared 
with the statewide test results in 
each subject, including in math, 
reading, writing, science and 
social studies, the Texas Educa-
tion Agency reported. 

“Conroe ISD students and 
faculty work hard on a daily 
basis, and it is reflected through 
the success of our students,” 
Conroe ISD Superintendent Don 
Stockton said.

Seventy-seven percent of 
Conroe ISD students passed the 
reading test, while 65 percent of 
students passed statewide. For 
the writing tests, 60 percent of 
Conroe ISD students passed, and 
48 percent passed throughout 
the state, according to data from 
the TEA.

In algebra I, 86 percent of 
Conroe ISD students passed, 
while 78 percent passed state-
wide, according to the TEA. In 

geometry, 90 percent of stu-
dents in the district passed, and 
86 percent of students passed 
throughout Texas.

Public school students in 
Texas in grades 3 through 8 
were issued the STAAR test for 
the first year in full in the fall of 
2012. District students took the 
2013 test in March and April.

This year, 92 percent of Con-
roe ISD students passed biology, 
while 85 percent passed state-
wide, the TEA said. For world 
geography, 86 percent of the 
district’s students passed, and 
75 percent of students passed 
throughout the state.

“We are proud of our STAAR 
results and look forward to con-
tinued success in Conroe ISD,” 
Stockton said.

Although Conroe ISD students 
performed higher than the state-
wide results, within the district, 
students scored lower than the 
previous year on all tests. That is 
partly because of a more difficult 
test this year, the TEA reported.

edUCATION

According to the TEA, “overall 
test difficulty will be increased 
by including more rigorous 
items. The rigor of items will 
be increased by assessing skills 
at a greater depth and level of 
cognitive complexity. In this 
way, the tests will be better able 
to measure the growth of higher-
achieving students.”

Geometry results saw the larg-
est decline, with 100 percent of 
Conroe ISD students passing the 

test in 2012, compared with 90 
percent this year. 

Two percent fewer students 
passed the reading test in 
Conroe ISD in 2012—79 percent 
passed in 2012 and 77 percent 
passed in 2013. For the writing 
test, the difference is higher, at 6 
percent of a decline—66 percent 
passed the test in 2012 and 60 
percent passed last spring.

Algebra was also a two percent 
decline—88 percent of Conroe 

ISD students passed in 2012 and 
86 percent passed this year. 

In biology, there was a 2 
percent drop, with 94 percent of 
district students passing the test, 
compared with 92 percent this 
year.

In world geography, there 
was a 4 percent decline. Ninety 
percent of Conroe ISD stu-
dents passed the test in 2012, 
compared with 86 percent who 
passed it this year.
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The following graph shows what percentage of CISD 
students passed specific subject areas in the 2013 end-
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Updates on Woodlands area construction projects

DEVElOPmENT UPDATE Compiled by Matt Stephens
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The Hyatt Place Hotel at Research Forest Drive and Grogan’s Mill 
Road will provide 150 rooms and 6,000 square feet of meeting 
space when it opens in spring 2014. 

Southwest Energy is constructing its new headquarters in Spring-
woods Village along I-45. The facility will be completed by late 
2014. Its employees will occupy the building by early 2015.

Construction began on Two Hughes Landing in June. The eight-
story office building is scheduled for completion in spring 2014.

Bob’s Steak and Chop House, under construction at 1700 Re-
search Forest Drive, is scheduled to open by the end of the year.
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The second, 31-story Anadarko Tower is under construction in Town 
Center off I-45 and is scheduled for completion in spring 2014. 

MATT MARTINEZ
MORTGAGE ORIGINATION MANAGER

NMLS-303177

LOWEST  
 HOME RATES

Credit approval required. Visit TDECU.org/mortgage for complete program requirements. Federally insured by NCUA.
I-P-0913-085

GUARANTEED 
OR WE’LL GIVE YOU $250!

TDECU.org/mortgage | 800.839.1154 x4614 

Since 1955, TDECU - Your Credit Union, has been improving lives in local 
communities across the Gulf Coast Region.

TDECU Mortgage is part of this rich history and we are proud to serve the 
Fort Bend area with our award-winning service, expert mortgage advice 
and guaranteed low rates.

Our mortgage rates are the best around; we guarantee it! If we can’t meet 
or beat any local competitor’s rate on the purchase or refinance of your 
primary residence, we’ll happily give you $250 after closing!

   Downtown  Galleria  Westheimer
      Tunnel
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Friday, October 25, 2013
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott

iGoPINK.org
PURCHASE TICKETS AT
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Geographic Hometown

           The Woodlands Area
           27.5%

           Other Houston Area
           35.4%

           Outside  The Woodlands Area
           37.1%

The Woodlands residential & real estate at a Glance

by THe NUMberS

Median Sales Price

Median Unit Size

Median Homebuyer Age

Median Household Income

dual-income Households

Heads of Households Who Live and Work in  
The Woodlands

The total value of residential property located  in The Woodlands is:  $10.7 billion
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reSIdeNTIAL UNITS
           Houses
           31,890 - 73.7%

           Apartments & Assisted Living
           7,690 - 17.77%

           Attached Homes
           3,690 - 8.53%

         Total Units
            43,270

HOUSeHOLd INCOMe
Median Household Income: $105,398

                          15%

                          13%

                          25%

                          11%

                          10%

                          7%

                          5%

                          14%

 $200,000+

 $150,000–199,999 

 $100,000–149,999

 $75,000–99,999 

 $50,000–74,999 

 $35,000–49,999 

 $25,000–34,999 

 <$25,000

NeW HOMebUyerS

Total number of homes sold so far  in 2013:  1, 276

$353,405

3,153 sq. ft. 

42

$147,000

27.6%

47.5%

Compiled by Brian Walzel

After several years of serious consideration, 
Wealth Development Strategies, L.P., one of 
Houston’s oldest comprehensive fi nancial plan-
ning fi rms offi cially opened its Woodlands Of-
fi ce on October 1st. “We have wanted to expand 
into the Woodlands for years now, but either the 
timing or the personnel just wasn’t right,” said 
WDS President and CEO Cheryl Creuzot, J.D., 
CFP, “but we see great opportunity in The Wood-
lands with the signifi cant growth from Exxon, 
Anadarko and others.” Dan L. Bates, CLU, ChFC, 
Senior Vice President, will lead the offi ce that is 
located at 21 Waterway.

The following is an excerpt of a recent visit with Mr. Bates:

Q. Dan, talk about the opportunity you see in the 
Woodlands.
A. “Well, as you know, The Woodlands has always been an affl u-
ent area but we see a few new markets beginning to emerge. Our 
Houston offi ce primarily provides fi nancial and estate planning and 
asset management services* for executives and small to mid-sized 
business owners. We also have a number of high profi le entertain-
ers and professional athletes as clients. In the Woodlands, we see 
an explosion of mid-to-upper level executives who need fi nancial 
solutions and services, as well as, affl uent foreign national busi-
ness owners who have unique tax issues to navigate. We believe 
that there are many individuals that are new to the area that will 
need to form local relationships with a trustworthy fi nancial advisor. 
We hope to earn that opportunity.” 

Q. What makes Wealth Development Strategies, L.P. 
unique?*
A. We know that many local executives already have some type of 
fi nancial planning benefi t provided by their employer. However this 
planning typically follows a traditional model that focuses solely 
on investment selection and asset allocation. We utilize interac-
tive Strategic Allocation Modeling. This modeling process allows 
our clients to stress their current fi nancial plan under a myriad of 
economic and tax conditions. The result is the development of an 
ideal strategic allocation for each client that considers all scenarios. 
The process used in the Strategic Allocation Model, helps them to 
understand the interrelationship between all of their fi nancial deci-
sions. This enables them to make more informed and coordinated 
choices, minimize their taxes and maximize their wealth during 
their working years. The model also benefi ts the client by maximiz-
ing their after-tax income during retirement.

Q. What areas of fi nance does your Strategic Alloca-
tion Model address?
A. Literally every area of protection, savings and growth are con-
sidered. We initially re-create the client’s current plan as a baseline 
for comparison. Then through strategic integration and coordinated 
movements of the client’s investment dollars and existing assets, 
we illustrate how the velocity of money principle works and how it 
can be used by ordinary individuals, not just institutional investors, 
to maximize wealth and minimize risks.

Q. Do you advocate certain type of fi nancial products 
over others?
A. Absolutely not. The modeling speaks for itself and a series of 
integrated and coordinated fi nancial moves, initiated by the client, 
will either improve the current plan or it won’t.  The client is the 
decision maker. We simply facilitate the process and the interactive 
nature of the modeling process gives the client full control. 

Dan L. Bates, CLU, ChFC, Sr. Vice President
21 Waterway #300, The Woodlands, TX 77381

(832) 910-3553

Registered Representative of and Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered 
through Hornor, Townsend & Kent, Inc. (HTK) Registered Investment Advisor, Member FIN-
RA/SIPC. 4203 Montrose Boulevard 5th Floor, Houston TX 77006. (713) 561-8100 Wealth 
Development Strategies, L.P. is independent of HTK.

STRATEGIC ALLOCATION MODELING by Wealth Development Strategies, L.P.

P A I D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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CITy & TOWNSHIP
News from The Woodlands and Shenandoah Compiled by Matt Stephens

Meetings

the woodlands township
2801 Technology forest Blvd.
281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov 
oct. 17, 9 a.m., oct. 23, 6 p.m.

city of oak ridge north
Williams Memorial council chambers
27424 Robinson Road
281-292-4648 • www.oakridgenorth.com 
oct. 14, oct. 28, 7 p.m.

city of shenandoah
Shenandoah Municipal complex
29955 i-45 N.
281-298-5522 • www.shenandoahtx.com 
oct. 23, 7 p.m.

Tweetings
for instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter 
@impactnews_wdl

Tweetings

Shenandoah submits 
bids for NCAA events

EDC to construct policy for events tax money

ShENANDOAh After hosting its first 
NCAA event—the 2013 NCAA Division 
III Swimming and Diving Champion-
ships in March—the Shenandoah City 
Council has submitted bids to the NCAA 
to host Division III football, swimming 
and diving, and women’s lacrosse cham-
pionships through 2018. 

City Administrator Greg Smith said 
the bids submitted could allow the city to 
host the three events for as many as four 
years from 2014–18, using Conroe ISD’s 
facilities, the Natatorium and Woodfor-
est Bank Stadium. The City Council 
approved submitting bids for the events 
Sept. 11. Smith said the NCAA would 
deliver final notifications regarding the 
bids sometime in December. 

Conservative estimates by city staff 
reported the events could cost the city 

$89,000 per lacrosse championship, 
$94,000 per football championship and 
$144,000 per swimming and diving 
championship. Smith said the estimates 
are “very, very rough” and based on the 
costs of providing a venue for the ban-
quets for each event. 

Costs for the events come from hotel 
occupancy tax, said Mayor Wes Stephens. 

“I don’t see a better way to spend it 
than on an NCAA national champion-
ship,” Stephens said. 

ThE WOODlANDS The Woodlands 
Township Board of Directors agreed 
to table a plan on how best to use the 
Events Admissions Tax Fund, allowing 
The Woodlands Economic Development 
Committee more time to formulate a 
policy to bring back to the board. 

Created by the 2009 Texas Legisla-
ture, the Events Admissions Tax has 
earned nearly $261,000 in its two years 
of existence. Nick Wolda, president of 
The Woodlands Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, said the money comes from a 5 
percent tax on tickets sold to events at 
the Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion. 

Funding from the tax “may be used 
only to support cultural education in the 
district,” according to the legislation, SB 
1373. 

Wolda provided three suggestions for the 
use of the funding at a Sept. 19 meet-
ing: programs such as The Woodlands 

Founder’s Day event scheduled for October 
2014 or Arts in the Park, capital arts-related 
projects, such as a performing arts center or 
museum, or for contributions to local orga-
nizations and cultural education programs. 

The board agreed to have the EDC 
re-examine the possible uses for the 
fund, create a policy for the usage of that 
money and return to the board of direc-
tors for a final approval. 

“We need to come back with a little 
more focus,” director Nelda Blair said. 

Director Mike Bass suggested some 
events, such as Founder’s Day, may not 
be not be eligible for funding based on 
the wording of the legislation. 

“We are limited in the ways to give 
donations, but this is a way to help 
cultural arts,” Bass said. “I’m not sure 
Founder’s Day fits the requirements of a 
cultural arts foundation.”
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The City of Shenandoah is looking to host more 
NCAA Division III Swimming and Diving events.

800 PEAKWOOD, SUITE 2E
HOUSTON, TX, 77090

Your multi-specialty care solution in ONE location!

CUIE QIU, M.D., PH.D.
NEUROLOGIST

VINCENT TALOSIG, M.D.
PAIN MANAGEMENT, PHYSICAL MEDICINE

& REHABILITATION SPECIALIST

DR. TALOSIG IS ALSO AVAILABLE AT:
20423 KUYKENDAHL RD

SPRING, TX 77379

TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT
call 281-377-1000 or go to 

northhoustonspecialtyphysicians.com

Independent Living  • Assisted Living

Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care 

2323 Lake Robbins Drive

The Woodlands, TX 77380 Facility Number: 104849

brookdale.com

www.villagewoodlands.com

    “I wanted a caring and friendly environment for Dad, with personal attention 

and a great quality of life.  I found it all right here, where Assisted Living is 

designed individually for those who need some help with the activities of daily 

living. People like my Dad. Since he moved in, he’s discovered a renewed sense 

of energy. I couldn’t ask for anything more – and neither could Dad.”  

If you have a loved one that needs great care personalized 

just for them, call (281) 292-4600 to schedule your visit today.   

“When it was time 

to find help for Dad 

I made the best 
decision for all the 

right reasons.”

Service Mark for The Village at the Woodlands Waterway is owned by Bridgewood Houston Property Company, Houston, TX. 20503-ROP01-0813 MRM
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Voters to see new voter ID laws 
enforced for November elections 
By Shawn Arrajj

New voter identification laws in Texas—
passed by the state Legislature in 2011—will 
be enforced in the November 2013 election. 
The laws are being enforced by Attorney 
General Greg Abbott on the heels of a June 25 
Supreme Court decision striking down a key 
part of the Voting Rights Act.

Voters who do not have a valid form of 
ID can apply for an election identification 
certificate for no cost at any driver’s license 
office, said Hector de Leon, director of com-
munications with the Harris County Clerk’s 
office. The EIC is valid for six years, but any 
EIC issued to a voter older than 70 has no 
expiration date.

“There is no need to apply for the EIC if 
you already have one of the other six accept-
able forms of ID,” De Leon said.

The name on a voter’s identification must 
match the name on the county’s official list of 
registered voters, De Leon said. 

He encourages voters to check how their 
name appears on the voter registration 
certificate by going online to the tax-assessor 
collector’s website. Voters who are casting 
their ballot by mail do not need photo iden-
tification.

De Leon said it is difficult to gauge how 
many voters in Harris County will be affected 

by the law because they do not have the 
required identification. 

“We’re trying to educate people that they 
need to have one of the approved photo IDs,” 
he said. “Voters make voting easier for them-
selves if they are prepared.”

The U.S. Department of Justice filed a 
lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of 
Texas’ voter identification laws, but the laws 
are still likely to be enforced in November 
elections. 

Whether they will be in effect for future 
elections remains to be seen.

Representatives in the Houston area—
including U.S. Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee and 
state representatives Jessica Farrar, Rodney 
Ellis and Garnet Coleman—have all spoken 
out against the laws, claiming they disen-
franchise minority, elderly and economi-
cally disadvantaged voters. City officials in 
Austin passed a resolution Aug. 29 to look 
into participating in lawsuits filed against the 
voter laws.

De Leon said Harris County plans on com-
plying with state law. 

“As election administrators, we have to 
abide by and implement the law, and vot-
ers will have to abide by the laws as well,” de 
Leon said. “We expect a smooth election like 
always.”

eLeCTION

Source:Texas Department of public Safety

New voting laws in Texas require voters to come to the polls with 
photographic proof of identity.
Voters must present one of the following forms of 
identification in Texas to vote:

The following forms of identification are not accepted as proof 
of identity for voting purposes in Texas:

Texas driver’s license issued by the  
Texas Department of public Safety (DpS)

Texas Election identification certificate issued by DpS

united States passport

Student iD

identity cards issued by employers

utility bills

Driver’s license that is more than 60 days expired

Texas personal identification card issued by DpS

Texas concealed handgun license issued by DpS

united States military identification card containing  
the cardholder’s photograph

united States citizenship certificate containing  
the cardholder’s photograph

Approved IDs

unacceptable forms of ID 
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2013 ELECTION COVERAGE

On Election Day, Nov. 5, residents must vote at their precinct’s 
polling location. Precinct numbers are printed on the voter 
registration card.

Montgomery County
Precincts and polling locations

Hours: 7 a.m.–7 p.m.

Pcts. 3, 6, 71, 78, 81: Galatas Elementary School, 9001 Cochran’s 
Crossing Drive, The Woodlands
Pcts. 31, 56, 59, 69, 70, 75: Windsor Hills Homeowners’ Association 
Club House, One Windsor Hills Circle, The Woodlands 
Pcts. 33, 48, 49, 58, 62: South County Community Building, 2235 
Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands  
Pcts. 4, 32, 45, 61, 67, 79, 84: Wilkerson Intermediate School, 
12312 Sawmill Road, The Woodlands
Pcts. 24, 35, 80: Robinson Road Community Building, 27434 
Robinson Road, Oak Ridge North

Election Day voting locations

Voters may vote at any early polling location Oct. 21–Nov. 1. 

Montgomery County
South County Community Building,  2235 Lake Robbins Drive, The Wood-
lands

A complete list of Montgomery County polling locations may be found at  
www.mctx.org/elections. Find election coverage and results at impactnews.
com/vote-2013.

Harris County
Champion Life Centre, 3031 FM 2920, Spring
Tomball Public Works Building, 501B St. James St., Tomball

A complete list of Harris County polling locations may be found at  
www.harrisvotes.org. Find election coverage and results at impactnews.
com/vote-2013.

Area early voting locations

Texans head to the polls Nov. 5 to weigh in on 9 constitutional amendments

Key dates 

Oct. 7: Voter registration deadline

Oct. 21–Nov. 1: Early voting

Nov. 5: Election Day, 7 a.m.–7 p.m.

Compiled by Krista Wadsworth

Texas residents will have the opportunity to go to the 
polls Nov. 5 to vote on nine amendments to the Texas 
Constitution.

Voters must now provide valid photo identification at the 
polls following a 2011 decision by the Texas Legislature, 
which was backed by a U.S. Supreme Court decision 
earlier this year. The ID must be current or have expired 
within 60 days of being presented at the polling place.

In the 2011 constitutional amendment election, seven of 
10 amendments passed.

Of 13,269,233 registered voters in the state of Texas, 
690,052 voters, or 5.2 percent of registered voters, 
went to the polls for the 2011 constitutional amendment 
election.

In contrast, nearly 8 million Texans, or more than 58 
percent of registered voters, went to the polls in the 
2012 presidential election. 

Of the 653 amendments placed on the ballot by the 
Texas Legislature since the constitution’s adoption in 
1876, 474 have been approved by voters and 179 have 
been defeated.

“The constitutional amendment authorizing the 
legislature to provide for an exemption from ad 
valorem taxation of all or part of the market value of 
the residence homestead of the surviving spouse of a 
member of the armed services of the United States who 
is killed in action.”

Explanation: The Legislature could grant the surviving 
spouse of a U.S. military member killed in action a 
property tax exemption for all or part of a homestead.

 

“The constitutional amendment eliminating an obsolete 
requirement for a State Medical Education Board and 
a State Medical Education Fund, neither of which is 
operational.”

Explanation: A requirement for a State Medical 
Education Board and State Medical Fund would be 
eliminated. The fund, created to attract physicians to 
underserved rural areas, was ineffective and has not 
been used in 20 years.

“The constitutional amendment to authorize a political 
subdivision of this state to extend the number of 
days that aircraft parts that are exempt from ad 
valorem taxation due to their location in this state for 
a temporary period may be located in this state for 
purposes of qualifying for the tax exemption.”

Explanation: A city, county or school district could 
allow companies to keep tax-exempt airplane parts, 
categorized as freeport goods, in the state longer 
without losing their tax-exempt status. Airplane parts 
are generally held in inventory for longer periods of time 
than most freeport goods because of a lack of customer 
need.

“The constitutional amendment authorizing the 
legislature to provide for an exemption from ad valorem 
taxation of part of the market value of the residence 
homestead of a partially disabled veteran or the 
surviving spouse of a partially disabled veteran if the 
residence homestead was donated to the disabled 
veteran by a charitable organization.”

Explanation: The Legislature could authorize a property 
tax exemption for a partially disabled veteran or 
a surviving spouse equal to the percentage of the 
veteran’s disability if the homestead was donated by 
a charitable organization. Property tax exemptions are 
already in place for completely disabled veterans and 
their surviving spouses.

“The constitutional amendment to authorize the 
making of a reverse mortgage loan for the purchase of 
homestead property and to amend lender disclosures 
and other requirements in connection with a reverse 
mortgage loan.”

Explanation: The amendment would allow the 
authorization of a reverse mortgage for the purchase 
of homestead property. It would expand the conditions 
of when a lender may require repayment to include the 
borrower’s failure to occupy the property within the 
period specified in the loan agreement.

“The constitutional amendment providing for the 
creation of the State Water Implementation Fund for 
Texas and the State Water Implementation Revenue 
Fund for Texas to assist in the financing of priority 
projects in the state water plan to ensure the availability 
of adequate water resources.”

Explanation: The amendment would allow for the 
creation of a State Water Implementation Fund and 
revenue fund for Texas. The money would go toward 
the creation of the substantial water supply that will be 
needed in the coming decades. According to the 2012 
state plan, 8.3 million acre-feet of additional water 
supply will be needed by 2060.

“The constitutional amendment authorizing a home-rule 
municipality to provide in its charter the procedure to fill 
a vacancy on its governing body for which the unexpired 
term is 12 months or less.”

Explanation: A home rule-designated city could decide 
how to fill a vacancy on its governing body as long as 
the unexpired term is 12 months or less. Currently, 
cities must call for a special election to fill a short-term 
vacancy.

“The constitutional amendment repealing Section 7, 
Article IX, Texas Constitution, which relates to the 
creation of a hospital district in Hidalgo County.”

Explanation: The amendment would repeal a 1959 
provision limiting the feasibility of creating a hospital 
district in Hidalgo County. The county is the largest in 
Texas without a hospital district.

“The constitutional amendment relating to expanding 
the types of sanctions that may be assessed against a 
judge or justice following a formal proceeding instituted 
by the State Commission on Judicial Conduct.”

Explanation: The amendment would expand the 
sanctions that may be assessed against a judge or 
justice following a formal proceeding to include a public 
admonishment, warning, reprimand or requirement 
that the judge or justice obtain additional training or 
education.

Proposition 1

Proposition 2

Proposition 3

Proposition 4

Proposition 5

Proposition 6

Proposition 7

Proposition 8

Proposition 9

Source: Texas Legislative Council, www.tlc.state.tx.us

Pcts. 46, 47, 68: Knights of Columbus Hall,  
29327 S. Plum Creek Drive, Spring 

A complete list of Montgomery County polling locations may be found at 
www.mctx.org/elections. Find election coverage and results at impactnews.
com/vote-2013.

Harris County
Precincts and polling locations

Hours: 7 a.m.–7 p.m.

Pct. 735: To be determined

Pcts. 914, 1029: Creekside Forest Elementary School, 5949 Creekside 
Forest Drive

A complete list of Harris County polling locations may be found at  
www.harrisvotes.org. Find election coverage and results at impactnews.
com/vote-2013.

10 am to dusk
$5 per person. 

Children under 2 FREE

PRICE INCLUDES 
ALL ACTIVITIES

See our website for details.

Fall 

Fun Days
Family Fun at a 

            F
amily Farm!

WEEKENDS
IN OCTOBER 

Pumpkin Patch, 
 Farm Animals, 
  Hayrides, 
   Fishing 
    & more!

            F
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   F
     &

23803 Decker Prairie-Rosehill Road | Magnolia, Texas 77355 
281-259-8114  |  www.springcreekgrowers.com 1500 Research Forest Drive. Suite 130 • 281-292-9900

8th Annual Customer Appreciation Day
Oct. 17th, 10am - 7pm

Come enjoy our cascading chocolate fountain! •  Door Prizes!

$5 Off a $25 
Purchase

coupon code CI
expires 10-31-13

Place your holiday order by 
October 17th and receive a 
15% Discount!
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If elected to the board, 
what would you like to 
accomplish?

The first thing is to pre-
serve our quality of life. We 
have been very fortunate to 
have inherited this tremen-
dous community, and the first 
job as a board member is to 
not mess it up. 

What qualifies you to 
serve as a township 
director?

I’m deeply invested in our community. My wife, Kim, and I 
have three young kids. I have a degree and political experience 
as a member of the finance committee that elected Ted Cruz. I 
think I’m uniquely qualified to serve. 

Why did you decide to seek election to the board?
We moved from a community where things did not turn 

out as we hoped, where crime became an issue. I have a vested 
interest to make sure The Woodlands remains an attractive 
place. When you combine my qualifications, that’s why I think 
I’m a good fit for the position.

Based on the information that has been reported by 
the township, would you be in favor of The Woodlands 
remaining a township or incorporating as a city?

I’m going to keep an open mind on that. As of this moment, 
I don’t currently support initiating an incorporation referen-
dum. Our board and our residents need to better understand 
the cost of incorporation. The different villages have different 
MUD rates. We still need to have a plan in place that addresses 
the MUD tax rates. I’m not seeking this position because I’m 
not adamant that we should incorporate or adamant that we 
shouldn’t incorporate. 

What area do you think the township could most improve 
upon?

We’ve got to intelligently manage our transportation. Traffic 
is starting to become an issue. We should consider things like 
more synchronized lights within The Woodlands. Driving 
through The Woodlands is already a challenge, and it’s going to 
become more of a challenge as we add people and businesses to 
our community. 

If elected to the board, 
what would you like to 
accomplish?

I would really like to ensure 
that we’re preserving The Wood-
lands community, whether that 
be decreasing the property taxes 
or possibly even getting a bike 
lane in, a bike share program 
or car share program for visitors 
and residents alike, to really cater 
to the needs of residents and 
tourists.

What qualifies you to serve as a township director?
I’ve been serving my community for 20 years. I was with Peer 

Assistant Leadership. We helped out troubled kids. [I joined] the 
Army and served the country. And while I was in the Army, I 
joined with Habitat for  Humanity and was named on the board of 
directors for the Manhattan Area Habitat for Humanity in Kansas. 
The desire to serve my community has been something inside me 
since I was a kid. I want to do that for The Woodlands.

Why did you decide to seek election to the board?
For me personally, it was an internal drive that I needed to fulfill. 

That’s what drives me. That’s what’s so important to me, to wake 
up every day and know that I’m giving back to the community that 
I’m so involved in.

Based on the information that has been reported by the 
township, would you be in favor of The Woodlands remaining a 
township or incorporating as a city?

I want to do what’s best for the community for years to come, 
whether it’s looking at property taxes and looking at MUD dis-
tricts. What is the benefit of becoming the city? Whatever benefits 
the city as a whole is the decision I will make. We have some time, 
and I think it’s something we really need to be patient about. 

What area do you think the township could most improve upon?
The township can definitely improve on traffic. With all the 

population growth of the last 10–20 years, traffic is a problem today 
and it will continue to be a problem tomorrow. Maybe we get a bike 
lane in here or a car sharing program. We need to ensure our com-
munity is taken care of in the future. 
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a Township early voting locations

Township election information

Township Election Day locations

Montgomery County
Voters may vote at early polling location 
Oct. 21–26, 8 a.m.–5 p.m.
Oct. 28–30, 8 a.m.–5 p.m.
Oct. 31–Nov. 1, 7 a.m.–7 p.m.

South County Community Building
2235 Lake Robbins Drive

Harris County
Voters may vote at either early polling 
location  
Oct. 21–26, 8 a.m.–5 p.m.
Oct. 28–30, 8 a.m.–5 p.m.
Oct. 31–Nov. 1, 7 a.m.–7 p.m.

Champion Life Center 
3031 FM 2920, Spring

Tomball Public Works Building 
501B James St., Tomball

The Woodlands Township will hold an elec-
tion for three positions for its board of direc-
tors. Position 6, held by Peggy Hausman, 
and Position 7, held by Bruce Tough, are 
unopposed. Each office carries a two-year 
term and is an unpaid position.

Voting eligibility 
Township election voters must be a regis-
tered voter in their county and reside within 
the boundaries of The Woodlands Township.

Voters may vote Nov. 5. 7 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Montgomery County
Pcts. 3, 6, 71, 78, 81: Galatas Elementary 
School, 9001 Cochran’s Crossing Drive
Pcts. 31, 56, 59, 69, 70, 75: Windsor Hills 
Homeowners Association Clubhouse, One 
Windsor Hills Circle
Pcts. 33, 48, 49, 58, 62: South County Com-
munity Building, 2235 Lake Robbins Drive
Pcts. 4, 32, 45, 61, 67, 79, 84: Wilkerson 
Intermediate School, 12312 Sawmill Road

Harris County
Pct. 735: Zwink Elementary School, 22200 
Frassati Way, Spring
Pcts. 914, 1029: Creekside Forest Elemen-
tary School, 5949 Creekside Forest Drive

John McMullan, Energy attorney
john@mcmullanfortownship.com

Jason Rocha, Full-time student 
jasonrocha.position5@gmail.com 

 Complete Automotive & 
    Transmission Repair

 Preventative Maintenance 

 Air Conditioning 
    & Heating

 Extended Warranties

 Computer Diagnostics

www.milsteadautomotive.com • (281) 367-3535

“We’re your neighborhood 
auto repair shop and have been 

for 40 years”

50% OFF
diagnostics with any repair

A value of up to $150.
One coupon per customer, must present ad at time 
of service, cannot be combined with any other offer.

exp. 11/14/13

One coupon per customer, must present ad at time 
of service, cannot be combined with any other offer.

exp. 11/14/13

“Please take us up on this offer. We’d love to 
be your car care center.” -Amy Milstead

$25 OFF
any repair over $100

The Woodlands Township Board of Directors

Compiled by Brian Walzel  
and Matt Stephens.
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Homes are selling fast too!

Tips for Writing a Winning Offer in a Seller’s-Market
PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Tip Four: To stand out in the sellers eyes consider sweet-
ening the terms of your offer.
1. Larger down payment
2. Bigger earnest money deposit
3. Larger Option Fee
4. Short trigger point deadlines and exit clauses for things like the 

Option Period and days for fi nancing approval
5. Provide the seller with written mortgage pre-approval from your 

lender
6. Flexible closing date
7. Possible seller lease back
8. A personal letter to the seller sharing a little bit about yourself 

and your situation sometimes helps the seller choose one bid-
ding buyers offer over the other.

Tip Five:  After your contract is executed you’ll have an 
opportunity to have the property inspected.  Because you’re 
not buying a brand new home it’s common to turn up a long or short 
list of items that aren’t perfect.  Understand that in a seller’s market 
a seller is less inclined to pay for the repair of cosmetic items.  Have 
your agent get a bid on the inspection items you’d like to have com-

pleted.  If the seller won’t pay for them don’t get angry or take your 
eyes off your prize, your real estate agent will have the names and 
numbers of reputable repair and home improvement people who can 
get the job done for you fast and affordably.  Don’t lose out because 
the seller won’t make the property perfect or spend a few hundred 
dollars in cosmetic type repairs.  If you like it, own it.

The bottom line for buyers. Use these tips and you’ll success-
fully navigate today’s strong-like-bull seller’s market realities with a 
smile and success.  Good luck, speed and grace.  If we can be helpful 
contact one of our Pro agents directly or call 281-367-3531.

I’m thinking of selling, what about me? Good news!  You’re 
in the right place and the right time.  But you can still lose money if 
you don’t play your cards right and take advantage of today’s Sell-
er’s-Market by using some savvy strategy. We have a Seller’s-Market 
Marketing Plan that is designed to leverage the market for maximum 
profi ts and the most favorable terms.  

For details call your favorite Gary Greene agent directly or 
281-367-3531.

What Successful Buyers Need To Know About 
Home Shopping In A Seller’s-Market?
When selection is thin and selling fast you’ll want to know 
about hot new listings before the masses. To keep from los-
ing out have your trusted real estate agent set you up with an 
instant-email-alert tailored to match your unique and specifi c 
requirements.  When a listing agent enters their brand new 
listing  into the MLS system for public display, and it match-
es your requirements, within heartbeats photos and detailed 
property is sent directly to your email inbox.  It doesn’t matter 
if the new listing goes live at high noon, midnight or anytime 
in-between, automagically you’ll know about new listings 
that meet your personal criteria before the uninformed and 
slow-moving masses.

What about Pocket Listings and Private Sales?
We’re seeing more frequent off the MLS radar properties sold 
via Pocket Listing whisper campaigns and real estate agent 
grape vines.  Savvy listing agents prepping a new listing for 
market and always-on selling agents are exchanging phone 
calls, texts and emails about upcoming inventory.  Many 
properties sell privately before they hit the MLS mass market.  
Ask your trusted real estate agent to send emails to well con-
nected top listing agents, put a ear to the ground and make 
phone calls to see if they can learn about fresh soon-to-be-
on-the-market listings before everyone else.  

Our real estate Pros are securely connected and experienced 
in how to maximize Pocket Listing and Private Sale opportu-
nities.  Give your favorite Gary Greene Pro a call directly or 
281-367-3531 for details, pros and cons.

How to write a winning offers in seller’s-market.
We’ve sold over a thousand homes this year.  We know what 
works and what fl ops.  Here’s a list of proven tips to help you 
and yours write a winning offer.

Tip One:  See what the seller is seeing:
1. Low inventory. Rising prices. Multiple offers.  Fast sales. 

Fewer seller repairs and smaller seller contributions.
2. Construction cranes everywhere.
3. Daily news about how awesome the local real estate 

market economy is.
4. Thousands of qualifi ed homebuyers are moving to the 

area in 2014. 

Tip Two:
When you fi nd your dream home don’t drag your 
feet or hem-haw. Be a bullet, squeeze the trigger and sub-
mit your offer swiftly. 

Tip Three:  Don’t be embarrassed, too prideful or 
penny wise and pound foolish to offer full price.  
In this market we are seeing offers submitted at or slightly 
above list price.  These committed buyers usually walk away 
with the prize.  When you fi nd what you like, it’s fi ne to end 
the home search tour and submit in an immediate offer be-
fore a competing buyer snatches it up. If you love it, own it. 
Keep in mind the mortgage company will complete a prop-
erty value appraisal. If the property doesn’t appraise for the 
contract price you can bail or renegotiate. Data obtained from the Houston Association of Realtors Multiple Listing Service - Single Family/The Woodlands TX

9000 Forest Crossing, The Woodlands, TX

Average Days on the Market | The Woodlands Texas | 2013
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The Woodlands Texas | Months Supply of Inventory Real Estate Report
Month’s Supply of “For Sale” Listing Inventory – September 7th, 2013

PRICE RANGE MSI*
IT’S NO SECRET! 

IT’S A MUSCLE BOUND 
SELLER’S MARKET!

Real estate economists tell us that six 
months supply of available For Sale Listing 
Inventory represents a balanced real estate 
market.  The smaller the Months Supply Of 
Inventory the more muscular the Seller’s 
Market.  Take a look at the Months Supply Of 
Inventory picture to the side.

Less than $200,000 .......................................... .05

$200,000 - $300,000 .......................................... 1.4

$300,001 - $400,000 .......................................... 1.8

$400,001 - $500,000 .......................................... 2.4

$500,001 - $600,000 .......................................... 3.1

$600,001 - $700,000 .......................................... 2.9

$700,001 - $800,000 .......................................... 3.7

$800,001 - $900,000 .......................................... 5.9

$900,001 - $1,000,000 .......................................... 4.4

more than  $1,000,001 .......................................... 7.5

*MSI - Months Supply of Inventory, which indicates the sales velocity by price range in your neighborhood.
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Abridged stories from our Woodlands market website.  Full stories online at impactnews.com/wdl

Stories also available on 
our mobile website  

Whiskey Cake to open 
restaurant in Hughes Landing

LSCS approves 3 percent 
property tax decrease

Williams announces 
resignation from Texas senate

By Matt Stephens
The Woodlands Development Company has 

announced Whiskey Cake Kitchen & Bar signed an 
8-000-square-foot lease in September for the Restau-
rant Row section of the Hughes Landing development 
in The Woodlands.

“We are excited that Whiskey Cake has selected 
Restaurant Row in Hughes Landing for its new loca-
tion, continuing a momentum of leasing activity,” said 
Paul Layne, executive vice president of master-planned 
communities for the Howard Hughes Corporation. 
“One Hughes Landing recently opened at almost full 
occupancy in only 10 months from start to completion. 
Construction is also underway for Two Hughes Land-
ing, the second of up to 11 office buildings planned for 
Hughes Landing.”

Based out of Plano, the restaurant is scheduled to 
open in early 2015 and will be the first Whiskey Cake 
location in the Greater Houston area. 

By Matt Stephens
The Lone Star College System Board of Trustees 

approved its 2013–14 property tax rate of 11.6 cents per 
$100 valuation, a 3 percent decrease from the previous 
year’s rate.

“We are pleased to be in the position to reduce the 
tax rate, which will benefit LSCS taxpayers,” LSCS 
Chancellor Richard Carpenter said. “Lone Star College 
System is committed to providing a first class education 
while keeping costs in line. This reduction for 2013-14 
is the sixth time in the last 10 years that the board has 
lowered the property tax rate for LSCS taxpayers.”

The board of trustees approved the recommendation 
Sept. 5. 

By Matt Stephens
After a decade of serving the Texas Senate and more 

than 15 years with the state Legislature, Sen. Tommy 
Williams, R-The Woodlands, announced Oct. 3 he will 
not be returning for the 2015 legislative session.

“After careful consideration, Marsha and I recently 
decided it was time to turn the page to a new chapter in 
our life,” Williams said. “I have enjoyed every minute 
of my service to the people of Southeast Texas. Marsha 
and I are looking forward to concentrating on new 
opportunities and spending more time with our fami-
lies and grandkids during this next chapter.”

Williams will make a final decision after meeting 
with Gov. Rick Perry and Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst, 
according to a news release.

“Any success I have enjoyed throughout my legisla-
tive service has been because of the tremendous sup-
port from my legislative and committee staffs,” he said. 

Williams served on the Texas House of Represen-
tatives for five years before being elected to the state 
Senate in November 2002. 

Re-elected to the position in 2004, 2008 and 2012, 
he served as chairman of the Senate Finance Commit-
tee during the 2013 legislative session and previously 
served as chairman of the Senate’s Transportation 
and Homeland Security Committee and the Senate’s 
Administration Committee.
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from 3.7-mile, 7.5-mile, 20-mile or 40-mile 
courses. Helmets are required. 7:45 a.m. $35 
(individual cyclists), $50 (families of two to 
four), $10 (additional riders). 2801 Technology 
forest Blvd. 832-615-8230.  
www.woodlandsinterfaith.org

19 Pumpkin fest 
craft and food booths, a bake sale 

and chili cook-off are part of the faith united 
Methodist annual pumpkin fest. The festival 
also includes games and activities for all 
ages and a large pumpkin patch for photos. 
9 a.m.–4 p.m. free.  faith united Methodist 
church, 2403 Rayford Road, Spring.  
281-543-0169. www.faithumcspring.org

19 Annual craft show
Timber Lakes Baptist church hosts 

its 11th annual fall craft show. vendor 
booths feature fall and holiday items, jewelry, 
clothing, and décor. 9 a.m.–3 p.m. free. 
Timber Lakes Baptist church, 1540 Sawdust 
Road. 281-363-9358. www.tlbctx.org

19 Walk to Cure diabetes
The Juvenile Diabetes Research 

foundation Houston Gulf coast chapter 
hosts the 2013 Walk to cure Diabetes 3-mile 
walk to build diabetes awareness, raise funds 
and further research. 7:30 a.m. (check-
in), 9 a.m. (start). free. Woodlands united 
Methodist church, 2200 Lake Woodlands 
Drive. 281-253-9561. www.jdrf.org

20 Light the Night Walk
Teams of friends and co-workers 

carry illuminated balloons—white for 
survivors, red for supporters and gold in 
memory of a loved one—during the half-mile 
Light the Night Walk to raise money for the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. Walkers 
are encouraged to raise $100 in pledges, 
and they receive a T-shirt, balloon and 
refreshments. 5:30–8:30 p.m. free. 9595 Six 
pines Drive. 713-840-0483, ext.1666.  
www.lightthenight.org

25 Masquerade Gala
The 4th annual iGo pink 

unmasking Breast cancer Gala features 

October

10 Mission outreach golf 
tournament

Lord of Life Lutheran church hosts its 19th 
annual charity golf tournament benefitting 
the Gebert Mission Outreach fund. The 
event includes dinner, putting contests and 
a silent auction. 11 a.m. (registration), 1 p.m. 
(shotgun start). $135 (individual). canongate 
panther Trail course, 2311 N. Millbend Drive. 
www.lordoflifeonline.org

11 Square dance session
The Woodlands Stars Square Dance 

club dances to local caller Wade Driver 
during its Oct. 11 session. 7:30–9:30 p.m. $6. 
South county community center, 2235 Lake 
Robbins Road. 832-928-6365.  
www.thewoodlandsstars.com

11  through 13  
‘The Sound of Music’

The Woodlands-based class Act productions 
stages “The Sound of Music,” a popular 
musical by Rodgers & Hammerstein. 7:30 
p.m. (Oct. 11), 2:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. (Oct. 
12), and 2:30 p.m. (Oct. 13). $15 and up. 
Nancy Bock center for performing Arts, 3800 
S. panther creek Drive. 281-292-6779.  
www.classactproductions.org

12 A Taste of the village
The village of indian Springs and 

the indian Springs village center hosts 
the 8th annual “A Taste of the village,” 
with food samples, live entertainment, 
inflatables, costumed characters and special 
appearances by public safety officials. 
Noon–4 p.m. free. indian Springs village 
center, 6777 Woodlands parkway.  
www.indianspringsvillage.com

12 boots, baubles and barbecue
StoneBridge food pantry is the 

beneficiary from a night of dinner, dancing 
and a silent auction at the Boots, Baubles 
and Barbecue fundraiser. Entertainment acts 
include Steel Water Blue, and Mama J’s 
provides barbecue. Tickets can be purchased 
online or at StoneBridge church on Sundays. 
6:30–10:30 p.m. $40. The Bridge, One 
Stonebridge church Drive. 281-363-9292.  
www.gostonebridge.com

18 19, 25, 26, and 31  
Haunting at bear branch Park

The Woodlands Township presents 
“Mangled Manor,” a haunted trail behind 
The Woodlands Recreation center. The 
attraction is recommended for children 
ages 9 and up with parental discretion 
advised. families are invited to dress up for 
the Spooky Spectacular carnival featuring 
games, treats and other activities. 8–10 p.m. 
(haunted trail), 5–9 p.m. (Oct. 31 carnival). $5 
(carnival admission per child), $8 (haunted 
trail admission). The Woodlands Township 
Recreation center, 5310 Research forest 
Drive. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

19 Le Tour de Woodlands
interfaith of The Woodlands hosts 

Le Tour de Woodlands, a cycling event with 
various long and short courses for riders of 
all ages and abilities. participants choose 
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The Woodlands Wildflower 
festival
The Woodlands Wildflower festival 

features native plant displays, environmental 
exhibits, booths and nature-themed gifts 
for sale. festival-goers collect a variety of 
free wildflower seeds distributed by local 
businesses. children’s activities include 
inflatables, a petting zoo, pony rides, face 
painting and balloon artists. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 
free. Rob fleming park, 6055 creekside forest 
Drive. 281-719-6344. www.thewoodlands.com
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dinner, live and silent auctions, games 
and other special activities along with 
music and dancing. The black tie 
optional gala benefits the Breast cancer 
charities of America. 7–11 p.m. $100. The 
Woodlands Waterway Marriott, 1601 Lake 
Robbins Drive. 936-231-8460.  
www.igopink.org

26 MS Walk
The MS Walk in The Woodlands 

is raising money through donations for 
MS research, programs and services. 
Walkers choose 1 mile or 5K routes. 8 a.m. 
(registration), 9 a.m. (start). free. Rob fleming 
park, 6055 creekside forest Drive.  
www.walkmstexas.org

27 Trick or Treat Trail
The Woodlands convention & 

visitors Bureau is hosting the annual Trick 
or Treat Trail at The Woodlands Waterway, 
and it includes trick or treating, children’s 
activities, costume contests and games. 
Booth applications are due by Oct. 4. 3–6 
p.m. free. Town Green park, 2099 Lake 
Robbins Drive. 281-210-3478.  
www.thewoodlandscvb.com

27 Children of the dump 
fundraiser

The Rotary club of The Woodlands hosts 
a fundraiser for children in Nicaragua who 
are forced to drop out of school and search 
for food for their families. proceeds are 
benefitting the Hope and Relief international 
foundation. 6–9 p.m. $150. Americas, 21 
Waterway Ave. 281-367-0009.

28 fall Golf Classic
Montgomery county crime 

Stoppers hosts its fall Golf classic, a four-
person format that includes lunch, dinner, 
tees, door prizes and a putting contest. 
$250 (single player), $1,000 (team with hole 
sponsorships). 10:30 a.m. (registration), 1 
p.m. (shotgun start). The Woodlands country 
club Tournament players course, 1730 S. 
Millbend Drive. 713-859-0435.  
www.montgomerycountycrimestoppers.com

WWW.AMERIGOS.COM
25250 GROGANS PARK DRIVE 

THE WOODLANDS, 77380
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Grogan’s Mill Rd.

Sawdust Rd.

281.362.0808

THE place for Business and Social Events

5 Exclusive Private Rooms 

to Ensure Your Next Event 
is Unforgettable
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28 Tee-Off for Tourette
canongate at The Woodlands 

is the site of the 19th annual Tee-Off for 
Tourette tournament benefitting the Tourette 
Syndrome Association of Texas. Dinner, a 
silent auction and door prizes follow the 
tournament. 10 a.m. (registration), noon 
(shotgun start). $100 and up (sponsorship 
levels). panther Trail course, 2311 N. 
Millbend Drive. 281-395-5392.  
www.tourettetexas.org

31 Monster Mash Party
The Woodlands children’s Museum 

presents a not-too-scary Halloween event 
catering to children 7 and under. young 
visitors can walk through the glow-in-the-
dark bat cave, explore a Halloween gross-out 
sensory area and dig for bones. children 
must be accompanied by an adult. 4–8 p.m. 
$7 (members), $9 (non-members). free for 
parents. The Woodlands children’s Museum, 
4775 W. panther creek Drive, Ste. 280.  
281-465-0955.  
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

31 Halloween at the y
Trick or Treating, festival games 

and booths, arts and crafts, and pumpkins 
make up a traditional outdoor festival in The 
Woodlands. costumes and non-perishable 
food donations are encouraged. 4:30–7 p.m. 
free. creekside yMcA Outdoor Adventure 
center, 6464 creekside forest Drive.  
281-367-9622. www.ymcahouston.org 

31 Spooky Spectacular
The Woodlands Township hosts the 

Spooky Spectacular family carnival featuring 
games, candy and activities for all ages. 5–9 
p.m. $5 (per child). The Woodlands Township 
Recreation center, 5310 Research forest 
Drive. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

November

02 Montgomery County Heart 
Walk

The Montgomery county Heart Walk benefits 
the American Heart Association in this three-
mile, noncompetitive fundraising walk. 8 
a.m.–noon. free. Aon Hewitt, 9500 Lakeside 
Blvd. 713-610-5079.  
www.montgomerycountyh eartwalk.org 

02 Texas Strollathon for rett 
Syndrome

The 5th annual event brings together children 
and women living with Rett Syndrome, their 
families and support systems, and provides 
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Tomball bluegrass festival 
 The Tomball Bluegrass festival 

brings the sounds of banjos, fiddles 
and family-style harmonies to the old Depot 
in downtown Tomball. The festival includes 
vendors with handmade crafts, food and 
drinks, a kids’ play area, and more. 11 a.m.–6 
p.m. free. 201 S. Elm St., Tomball. 281-351-
5484. www.tomballtx.gov
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Worth the Trip

find more or submit The Woodlands  
events at www.impactnews.com/
wdl-calendar. 

To have The Woodlands events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
fourth friday of the month.

Online calendar

the community with a day that includes 
music, food and children’s activities. The 
Strollathon is the signature event of the 
international Rett Syndrome foundation. 
10 a.m.–1 p.m. Donations encouraged. Rob 
fleming park, 6055 creekside forest Drive. 
936-760-5724. www.strollathon.org 

07 through 09  
‘Thoroughly Modern Millie’

The Woodlands High School performing 
Arts presents the musical, “Thoroughly 
Modern Millie,” in three evening shows and a 
matinee performance. Tickets are sold at the 
door. 7 p.m., 2 p.m. matinee (Sunday). $10 
(students), $12 (adults). The Woodlands High 
School Theatre, 6101 Research forest Drive. 
www.highlandertheater.com

08 through 09  
Celebrity Golf Classic

celebrating its 25th anniversary, The 
Woodlands celebrity Golf classic supports 
the Montgomery county youth Services. 
This year’s event is hosted by pGA golfer 
Jeff Maggert and his wife, Michelle Maggert. 
A galas is held friday night from 6–11 p.m. 
at The Woodlands Waterway Marriott. 8:30 
a.m. (Nov. 8). 10:30 a.m. (Nov. 9). Woodlands 
country club Tournament course (Nov. 8). 
1730 S. Millbend Drive. palmer course (Nov. 
9), 100 Grand fairway.  
281-292-6471.

09 through  10  
Children’s festival

Musical entertainment, kite-flying, 
panning for gold and playing in the sand 
are among the highlights of the 18th 
annual Woodlands children’s festival. 
10 a.m.–5 p.m. (Nov. 9), noon–5 p.m. 
(Nov. 10). $8 (advance tickets), $10 (at 
the gate). The cynthia Woods Mitchell 
pavilion, 2005 Lake Robbins Drive.  
281-363-3300. www.woodlandscenter.org

09 fun run
The Social Skills playhouse people 

center in The Woodlands hosts a fun run 
for all ages. The people center provides 
camps, classes and therapy for children and 
teens with social anxiety, mood disorders, 
autism and other conditions. proceeds from 
the event benefit families in need of funding 

assistance. 3–5 p.m. $35. Northshore park, 
2505 Lake Woodlands Drive. 832-622-8164.  
www.socialskillsplayhouse.com

09 Three r bazaar
Shredding, recycling, reusing 

and re-purposing are highlights of this 
green event to be held at the Environmental 
Services facility next to The Woodlands 
High School. Attendees may dispose of 
batteries, donate clean and usable clothing, 
recycle materials, and shop at the “Recycled 
Boutique.”  9 a.m.–1 p.m. free. 8203 
Millennium forest Drive. 281-210-3800. 
www.woodlandstownship-tx.gov

Ongoing

The Woodlands Mothers of Multiples 
Expectant or current mothers of twins, 
triplets, quadruplets or quintuplets are 
welcomed to The Woodlands Mothers of 
Multiples club, which meets monthly on 
the first Monday of each month. 6:15 p.m. 
(pre-meeting for expecting and new moms). 
7 p.m. (general meeting). free. Memorial 
Hermann Hospital conference Rooms A/B, 
9250 pinecroft Drive. woodlandsmoms.com 

The Woodlands Area Quilt Guild 
Area quilters of all skill levels meet on 
the first Wednesday of each month. 6:30 
p.m. (social time), 7–9 p.m. (meeting). $30 
(annual member dues), $10 (junior members 
under 18), $20 (senior members 65-75), 
free (honorary members, 75 and up). South 
county community center, 2235 Lake 
Robbins Drive. www.waqg.org

The Woodlands Cycling Club 
The Woodlands cycling club hosts an 
evening bike ride every Wednesday for 
beginners. 5:30 p.m. free. Ashlane yMcA, 
8100 Ashlane Way.  
www.woodlandscycling.org

rowing Club of The Woodlands 
The nonprofit Rowing club of The Woodlands 
holds rowing classes year-round. Based in 
Northshore park, the group is involved in 
community service and holds regattas. $180 
(for course, resident), $190 (nonresident), 
$250 (private lessons), $300 (annual 
membership). 
www.woodlandsrowing.org

SUNDAY 

NOV.
10

IMPACT 2.375 x 12.25”

281-363-3300 
www.woodlandscenter.org

Saturday  Clinic Hours
10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

2 - 4 p.m.

Zendaya
2 p.m.

1 p.m.SATURDAY 

NOV.
9

NOV. 9 & 10
Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sun. Noon - 5 p.m.

Compiled by Nicole Bradford
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Concert in the Park

Northshore Park
2505 Lake Woodlands drive
281-210-3800

October
 13  fondue Monks, 5:30 p.m.

  20  The Guppies Band, 5:30 p.m.

Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

2005 Lake robbins drive
281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

October
  11  Hocus pocus pops with the  
   Houston Symphony, 7:30 p.m.

  18  Avenged Sevenfold with The  
   Deftones, 7 p.m.

       20  John fogerty, 8 p.m.

     26 Maxwell with Anthony Hamilton, 
          7 p.m.

  27  paramore with Metric, 7:30 p.m.

November
 02  Buzzfest with Stone Temple pilots  
   with chester Bennington, chevelle, 
   cage the Elephant, Blue October,  
   1 p.m.

The doesy doe big barn 
25911 I-45 N., The Woodlands
281-367-3774
www.doseydoe.com

October
  10  charlie Robison, 8:30 p.m.
 11  Almost patsy cline Band, 8:30 p.m.
 12  Neal Mccoy, 8:30 p.m.

  15  cody Johnson, 8 p.m.
 18  Moe Bandy Band, 8:30 p.m.
 19  Jose feliciano, 8:30 p.m.
 21  Keiko Matsui, 8 p.m.
 25  Ken Navarro, 8:30 p.m.
 26  Lorrie Morgan, 8:30 p.m.

  27  Blues Traveler, 7:30 p.m.

  29  Allen Shamblin, 8 p.m.

November
  01  Gene Watson, 8:30 p.m.

  02  Marty Haggard, 8:30 p.m.

  03  The Lettermen, 4:30 p.m., 8 p.m.

  07  Mary chapin carpenter, Shawn  
     colvin, 8:30 p.m.

  08 vienna Teng, 8:30 p.m.

  09 James McMurtry, 8:30 p.m.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      10  Nitty Gritty Dirt Band, 7:30 p.m.

doesy doe Music Café

463 fM 1488, Conroe
936-271-2171
www.doseydoe.com

October
 10  The carper family, 8:30 p.m.
 11  The Trishas, 8:30 p.m.
 12  Deidre Thornell, 8:30 p.m.
 13  Matt Brouwer, 7:30 p.m.
 16  Owen Temple, 8 p.m.
 17  Brennen Leigh, Noel McKay, 8:30 p.m.

 18   phil Hamilton, 8:30 p.m.

     19  Jason Allen, 8:30 p.m.
 22  The Howlin’ Brothers, 8 p.m.
 23  Mike Schikora, Troy cartwright,  
     Rory payne, clay farmer, 8 p.m.
 24  Kip Winger, 8:30 p.m.
 25  Jason Eady, 8 p.m.
 26  carbon Leaf, 8:30 p.m.
 30  South Austin Moonlighters, 8 p.m.
 31  Ezra charles, 8:30 p.m.

Crescent Moon Wine bar

440 rayford road, Ste. 115A
281-364-9463
www.crescentmoonwinebar.com

October
 11  Last Soul clan, 8:30 p.m.
 12  Next Level Band, 8:30 p.m.
 15  Mike Amabile, 7 p.m.
 17  yelba’s Latin Band, 8:30 p.m.
 18  The fantastics, 8:30 p.m.
 19  Next Level Band, 8:30 p.m.

LIve MUSIC CALeNdAr
Live Music in and around The Woodlands Compiled by Brian Walzel

We provide counsel 
and expertise on:
•  Asset Protection

•  Tax and Charitable Planning

•  Trust and Estate Planning

• Family Business Issues with a 

 Focus on Succession Planning, 

 Exit Strategies and Business 

 Transactions

• Probate

• Trust and Estate Litigation

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 200 - The Woodlands, TX 77380 
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

 Steven J. Clausen 
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

*

*

Who do you turn to when you have a family 
business, wealth preservation or tax issue? 

You turn to the expert who has handled these complex 
issues for over twenty-fi ve years as a large fi rm partner 

and as the owner of a boutique fi rm.STEPHEN F. AUSTIN -VS- SAM HOUSTON STATE

Call 832-667-2390 to take advantage of this exclusive offer!

                   TICKETMASTER.COM

Get your ticket and game day 
t-shirt starting at just

$22

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2013
3:00 PM
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Wickander Works
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Assistant manager Cassandra Pena, owner Becky Wickander and manager Becca Wood run the store. 
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Wickander Works 
Indian Springs shop specializes in gifts 

W ickander Works boutique in 
the Indian Springs Village 
Center makes gift buying easy 

with a large selection of items, including 
candles, jewelry, soaps, frames, puzzles 
and seasonal decor. The store will also 
gift-wrap each item in a complimentary 
gold or black bag, ensuring customers are 
party-ready when they leave the store.

“Every gift leaves in a gift bag ready to 
give,” store manager Becca Wood said. 
“If you buy five gifts, we give you five dif-
ferent gift bags.”

Wickander Works, which has been 
open for more than 12 years, focuses 
its merchandise collection on candles 
and candle accessories. One of the back 
walls of the store is lined with hundreds 
of Root dinner candles in various colors 
and sizes, gift-ready in a black box. The 
store features the largest selection of Root 
dinner candles in Houston, owner Becky 
Wickander said.

The store also offers a large selection 
of Pandora jewelry, jewelry by Lori Bonn 
and other fashion jewelry. 

One of the other popular items is laser-
engraved gifts, Wickander said. Wicka-
nder Works has an engraving machine, 
and the staff can personalize gifts while 
the customer waits in the store.

Gifts that can be engraved include 
crosses, water bottles, key chains, picture 
frames, compact mirrors, baby items and 
wedding gifts. 

“We can put anything you want on 
these items,” Wickander said. “And we 
can do it while you wait.”

The store also sells potpourri that the 
customers scoop themselves, as well as 
a large selection of colorful scarves. In 
addition, Wickander Works sells Silver 
Jeans, sizes 0 to 26. 

“I always wore suits to work here, and 
I wanted to wear blue jeans to work,” 
Wickander said. “So I found this line 

I like to wear that my daughter and 
my niece liked, Silver Jeans. They are 
women’s jeans. We all wear them to work 
now, and we sell them too.” 

The store also sells pens, jewelry hold-
ers and makeup brush holders, metal 
wall decor, and a large selection of pic-
ture frames, including frames with “The 
Woodlands” inscribed on the top. 

In addition, the boutique has a 
monthly in-store contest to win a $100 
gift bag from the store.

Wickander Works is the name of 
Wickander’s previous business—book-
keeping for several small businesses in 
the Houston region. 

Tired of driving so much for work, 
Wickander decided to seize on opportu-
nity to own her own business when she 
saw a candle shop going out of business 
in Old Town Spring in late December 
2000. She quickly decided to buy the 
store and had one month to decide what 
she would sell there. She opened that 
store in February 2001.

“It was a quick decision,” Wickander 
said. “I’ve always wanted to own a gift 
store. This was the perfect opportunity. 
I wrote a check [for the lease] and didn’t 
even know what I was going to sell.”

She quickly filled the store there with 
candles, jewelry, seasonal items and 
other gifts. 

Wickander travels throughout the 
country to buy new items for the store 
and changes her merchandise often.

Christmas items are already on the 
shelf there, and they are working to get 
more in the showroom each day, includ-
ing hundreds of gold and silver orna-
ments hanging from the ceiling in the 
middle of the store.

“We get a steady amount of customers 
throughout the year,” Wickander said. 
“But, October, November and December 
are always the busiest time of the year.”

bUSINeSS

6777 Woodlands parkway, Ste. 204 
The Woodlands • 281-651-9955 
www.wickanderworks.com
Hours: Tue.–Sat. 10 a.m.–7 p.m.

Candles for sale at Wickander 
Works
• Root candles
• Bridgewater candle co.
• Trapp candles
• circle E candles
• voluspa candles
• Ribbonwick candles

Name brands carried at the 
store
• pandora jewelry
• Lori Bonn jewelry
• Marc Roberts seasonal decor
• Angelstar angels
• p. Graham Dunn (custom laser engraving)
• Katherine’s collection seasonal decor

The gift store sells hundreds of Root dinner 
candles in a variety of colors and sizes.

Wickander Works sells picture frames with “The 
Woodlands’”inscribed on them. 

Wickander Works will gift wrap any item compli-
mentary, including a variety of wine glasses. 

By Tamra Santana

Offi ce: 281.367.7770
Cell: 281.703.6059
www.fl othewoodlands.com
Flonewman@remax.net

Re/Max The Woodlands & Spring

Flo Newman
Re/Max Hall of Fame & Re/Max Lifetime Achievement Award

Educational Credentials: B.A., GRI, ABR, Associate Broker

Affl iated with ReMax-The Woodlands & Spring
(The TOP PRODUCING offi ce in Montgomery County)

Recognized by The Houston Business Journal as being ranked #10 out of over 
15,000 Houston area Realtors in number of closed transactions per year

Nationally ranked among the top 1% of agents nationwide since 1990
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Caring, Committed Service
Make your next move easy...
      Go with the Flo!

WHETHER BUYING OR SELLING... WORK WITH AN AGENT COMMITTED TO REPRESENTING YOU!

Serving The Woodlands since 1974
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Sounds like home.

A Fresh New master-planned community has emerged in 

Montgomery County. With beautiful new homes designed to suit 

all lifestyles. Where children attend the highly-acclaimed Conroe 

Independent School District. All located in a forested, natural 

setting in close proximity to the area’s finest shopping,  

dining and entertainment. 
 

Harmony - the fresh new community you’ve been looking for.

*Proposed pool and splashpad scheduled for completion Summer 2014. **Purchase a new home between October 1-31, 2013 to receive a 
  $500 Kroger gift card to be paid after closing. Must close by May 31, 2014. Gift card to be mailed within 30 days after closing. As with any
  financial decision, buyers are encouraged to do their own due diligence when selecting a home builder. Harmony makes no representation or
  warranties on the quality of the homebuilders. Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. Realtors Welcome. 10/13 - 13055

 New homes from the $200s-$500s

Harmony-Tx.com

October 11 at 7:30
October 12 at 2:30 and 7:30

October 13 at 2:30

Performances at the Nancy Bock Center For Performing Arts
3800 S. Panther Creek Drive - The Woodlands, TX 77381

Reserve Your Seats Today!

www.ClassActProductions.org
Or Call 281-292-6779

Presented by Class Act Productions

Come See The Most Beloved Musical 
of All Time

The Woodlands

Saturday • November 2, 2013
AON Hewitt • The Woodlands • 8:00 a.m.

For more information or to register please call 713.610.5000 or visit
www.montgomerycountyheartwalk.org

The 2020 Impact Goal
By 2020, to improve the cardiovascular health of all Americans by 20 percent while 

reducing deaths from cardiovascular disease and stroke by 20 percent.

1314_HW-MOCO_Ad_4.9167x6.04.indd   1 9/13/2013   10:01:41 AM
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General Manager Graham Smyth (second from left) poses with other Brooklyn Cafe employees. 
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brooklyn Cafe
Cafe brings New York bagels to Panther Creek

A nyone with a craving for bagels 
can walk into a grocery store 
and pick up a half-dozen 

doughnut-shaped delicacies. But perhaps 
nowhere in The Woodlands can a bagel 
fanatic enjoy such a vast selection of New 
York-inspired bagels than Brooklyn Cafe. 

“There’s not many places around here 
that serve bagels, at least at the quality 
that we do,” general manager Graham 
Smyth said. “We make everything from 
scratch three or four days a week, so 
they’re really fresh. You just can’t beat 
our bagels. They’re top of the line.”

Located in the Panther Creek Village 
Center for 19 years, Brooklyn Cafe regu-
larly offers 20 bagel flavors with about 
20 rotating flavors of the month, as well 
as nine different flavors of cream cheese. 
Bagel flavors include basic staples, such 
as plain, everything and sesame, to the 
more unusual selections, such as the red-
colored strawberry bagel, the basil Par-
mesan bagel and the Fiesta bagel, made 
with sun-dried tomatoes and jalapeños. 

Smyth said all bagels and cream 
cheeses are made fresh from scratch. So 
dedicated to recreating the taste of New 
York-bagels, the restaurant goes as far as 
using a concentrator in its kitchen that 
helps imitate the taste of New York water. 

“We try to stay as close as we can to 
New York-style bagels,” he said. 

Customers can order a variety of 
sandwiches and burgers on bagels, as 
well. Smyth said breakfast sandwiches 
are the restaurant’s best seller, featuring 

egg, cheese and either bacon, sausage 
or ham. For lunch, restaurant goers can 
enjoy bagels, bread or wraps topped with 
turkey, ham, roast beef and pastrami. 

“We get a lot of weird sandwiches,” 
he said. “People will come in and get a 
burger on cinnamon raisin, which is a 
little bit unique. But whatever your taste 
buds want, pretty much we can do it.” 

The restaurant also serves breakfast 
fare, such as muffins, French toast and 
sausage bagels, as well as soups and sal-
ads for lunch and a few dessert items. 

Smyth said Brooklyn Cafe was opened 
in 1994 by previous owner Nick Can-
nistra, a Brooklyn native. Cannistra sold 
the company a year and a half ago to the 
Altus Culinary Group, which owns the 
Black Walnut Cafe, Blue Mug Cafe and 
Yucatan Taco Stand in The Woodlands. 

Altus hopes to expand on the res-
taurant’s catering business and plans 
for renovations this fall, Smyth said. 
The new owners are even considering 
expanding the restaurant’s hours to offer 
a dinner menu, he said. 

The second Woodlands location on 
Hwy. 242—opened in 2004—closed 
more than a month ago. Smyth said he 
believes the restaurant may have been 
too far from I-45. However, he said the 
owners are looking for other locations for 
possible expansions.

“[Altus] wants to make this the main 
site of the Brooklyn Cafe,” Smyth said. 
“From here on when they franchise out, 
they’ll know how to create them.”

DINING 

Specialties 
• Bagels: Brooklyn cafe offers 20 differ-

ent flavors of bagels and nine different 
flavors of cream cheese. The restaurant 
even offers bagels and cream cheese 
flavors of the month, which will be 
pumpkin and pumpkin cream cheese 
from October through November. $1 
per bagel. $2.75 per bagel with cream 
cheese. $10.50 for 13 bagels. 

• Sausage Bagels: Brooklyn cafe wraps 
sausage with bagel dough and bakes 
them until crispy. $2.40. Mini sausage 
bagels are $.80 each.

• Breakfast sandwiches/wraps: cus-
tomers can top their favorite bagel or 
bread with egg, cheese and their choice 
of Boar’s Head ham, sausage or bacon. 
$4.75. Breakfast wraps are stuffed with 
egg, cheese, hash browns, onion and 
choice of meat. $5.50

• Sandwiches: Whether on bread or 
choice of bagel, Brooklyn cafe offers 
a variety of sandwiches including 
egg salad, tuna salad, chicken salad, 
turkey breast, corned beef, roast beef, 
pastrami, chicken breast, ham, BLT and 
garden vegetable. $6–$6.25. 

Customer comments
“There’s no other place to get a bagel [in 
The Woodlands]. If you go anywhere else, 
you’re not going to get the same quality.” 

- Brad McSherry, The Woodlands

“That’s what makes it stand out, is the 
variety and availability of the bagels.” 

- chad Killian, Spring

“We probably come here at least once a 
week. It’s a great place to eat, and it has 
very good food.”

- Laurie Miller, The Woodlands 

By Matt Stephens

brooklyn Cafe

W
oodlands pkwy.

Goslin
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4775 W. panther creek Drive 
The Woodlands • 281-298-7488
www.thebrooklyncafe.com
Hours: Mon.-fri. 6 a.m.—4 p.m., 
Sun. 7 a.m.—3 p.m.  

Bagels can be topped with one of nine different cream 
cheeses or a variety of breakfast and lunch meats. 

The Brooklyn Cafe offers 20 distinctive bagel flavors, as 
well as several flavors of the month. 

The Brooklyn Cafe allows customers to enjoy sand-
wiches or wraps on their choice of bagel. 

®

Welcome to MainStreet America, the one-of-a-kind, one-stop 
shop for custom homes, furniture and remodeling. Come explore  
12 Design Tech custom showcase homes on one amazing street. 

Imagine a place where everything you’ve ever dreamed about  
home building, decorating, and remodeling comes alive!

TOUR OUR PARK DAILY 
Monday–Thursday: 10am to 6pm  Friday–Saturday: 10am to 7pm  

Sunday: 11am to 6pm

Join us for this season’s signature event:
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N elda Luce Blair attributes her 
involvement in numerous organi-
zations, committees and causes to 

her boundless energy. She said her energy 
allows her to accomplish all that she does, 
while also correlating it to the ever-pres-
ent color red she enjoys wearing.

 “It’s my favorite color,” she said. “I was 
looking back at a photo of me when I was 
around 6 years old—the first time I held a 
microphone on stage during a play–and I 
was wearing a red cowboy skirt.”

The color red can now be attributed to 
her allegiance to the University of Hous-
ton, where she graduated.  Until August, 
she served on its Board of Regents. That 
position is one of a few ending this year 
for Blair, as is her term as a director on 
the Board of The Woodlands Township 
after she decided not to seek re-election.

However, she said she anticipates more 
doors opening for her.

“It took me a really long time to decide 
what I wanted to do, but I’ve made a very 
good decision,” Blair said. “I put a lot of 
time and effort into those positions, as 
well as my heart. I’m not tired of it, but 
the township is doing well, and I feel 

good about where I am leaving them and 
excited about the next opportunities.”

Blair has been involved in the gov-
ernance of The Woodlands since the 
mid-1990s when the governmental body 
was known as Town Center Improve-
ment District. She said her two proudest 
accomplishments since that time were 
transitioning five different organizations 
with 35 leaders into one organization with 
seven leaders, The Woodlands Township.

“We planned it out over three years, but 
I tailored it down to two years,” Blair said.

A second accomplishment she points 
to is overseeing the development in The 
Woodlands that has helped turned it into 
a visitor destination. Blair also serves as 
chairwoman of The Woodlands Conven-
tion & Visitors Bureau.

“[Tourism] brings in sales tax, and it 
pays for half of the township budget,” 
she said. “That lowers property taxes and 
elevates quality of life.”

A fifth-generation Texan and long-term 
resident of Montgomery County, Blair has 
enjoyed a successful legal career for more 
than 25 years. Twenty of those have been 
with her husband, retired attorney Jim 

Nelda blair
Township director seeks new opportunities

ICON

Nelda Blair (right) was elected to The Woodlands Township board in 2008 and re-elected in 2011.
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By Christine Hall

Blair. Her stepdaughter, Maris Blair, is 
also an attorney. 

Blair has served as president and owner 
of The Blair Law Firm PC and a solo legal 
practitioner since 1988. During that time, 
she has handled more than 1,000 clients 
in her general real estate, business and 
litigation practice, and she served as a 
closing agent for four title companies.

Now that she is free to take on new 
endeavors, Blair has wasted no time put-
ting a list together. 

One of the things at the top of her list 
is being a public speaker. Organizations 
have already gotten in contact with her, 

and she is considering public speaking as 
a new career, she said.

She also has several books in the 
works, and has started writing a blog at 
www.atexantakesthe5th.blogspot.com. 
She is also in demand in the political 
arena, having been asked to work on 
Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott’s 
campaign for governor.

“I’ve listened to Joel Osteen talk about 
‘listening to God,’ and how every oppor-
tunity is good, but what you have to do is 
figure out which is best,” she said. “That’s 
what I am trying to do—pick the right 
thing.”
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Amy Milstead
Chairwoman, The Woodlands 
Area Chamber of Commerce

By Brian Walzel 

As president of Milstead Automotive, Amy Milstead has 
led her business to be one of the most recognizable and most 
respected in Montgomery County. When she took over the day-
to-day operations of the business from her father, Dick, Amy set 
about growing the company’s presence in the community. 

Throughout the last several years, Milstead has taken a 
leadership role in numerous organizations and trade associa-
tions, such as serving as chairwoman of the Texas Towing and 
Storage Association, the Milstead Video Ambassador program, 
Walk Like MADD and the Last Call Program, which is run by 
Milstead Automotive.

The company also donates annually to several local charitable 
organizations. 

For the last 15 years, Milstead has been an active member of 
the South Montgomery County Woodlands Chamber of Com-
merce, and this fall, the chamber’s membership selected her to 
serve as the organization’s chairwoman for the 2013–14 year. 
For more than a decade Milstead has been a fixture at chamber 
events and committees, serving on groups that help put on the 
annual chamber gala, golf tournament, membership drives, 
monthly luncheons, networking breakfasts, the annual Craw-
PHIsh Festival, Young Professionals Network and business after 
hours events.  

“Usually when I get involved with a team, I tend to stick with 
it for a number of years,” she said. 

PeOPLe

What would you like to accomplish 
as The Woodlands Area Chamber of 
Commerce chairwoman?

I want to grow the chamber. We are 
second in the Greater Houston Partner-
ship area in membership and only second 
to the Houston Chamber. We may not be 
able to match them in dollars, but I want 
to grow. I want to reach out to different 
demographics and people who are not 
involved to get them involved.

how do you plan to accomplish that 
goal?

I am developing different committees 
to help grow the chamber in different 
avenues. It will definitely be women-
friendly, of course. The chamber can 
help businesses focus on education, the 
background of The Woodlands and how 
to do business in The Woodlands. We can 
focus on demographics, knowledge of 
past history, the growth that’s coming and 
certainly mobility.

how is doing business in The 
Woodlands different than in other 
communities?

It’s a very close-knit community. You 
definitely have to know people. You 
just don’t walk in and strike a deal. You 
have to be plugged in somewhere; you 
have to be involved. Fortunately, in The 
Woodlands there are a lot of civic groups 
available. 

Why did you initially decide to get 

involved with the chamber?
The chamber has helped grow my busi-

ness. It does so much for the community. 
I’ve made several customers out of the 
chamber. People want to do business with 
people they know. They want to trust you, 
want to appreciate you and trust your 
skills and savvy. Anyone can advertise, 
but you have to get out there and be a 
team player. 

What is the difference between 
joining the chamber and 
participating?

You can pay your money and you can 
advertise all day long, and the chamber 
will be working behind the scenes for you. 
But if you want to get the most out of your 
investment, you need to get involved. You 
will make contacts and make customers 
out of them. Any organization you get 
involved in you have to be active.

What would you say to those who 
say they do not have time to get 
involved in their community?

There’s always a will, there’s always 
a way. I am a single mom, and I find 
time with this company. If you can’t get 
involved, find someone at your company 
to get involved. There are morning events, 
lunchtime events, dinner events and 
weekend events. 

What are your everyday 
responsibilities as chamber 
chairwoman?

My responsibilities basically include 
overseeing the chamber’s various teams 
and committees. I also handle board 
meetings and the executive committee 
board meetings. I work with [chamber 
president] Karen Hoylman on any needs 
that arise, and I work with the staff. 
And I still have to attend community 
events, like ribbon cuttings, the monthly 
events, the annual events, everything the 
chamber hosts. They usually have ribbon 
cuttings on Fridays, and they have three 
to five on a Friday.

What types of challenges are 
Woodlands area businesses facing 
today?

Growth is a major issue. Traffic and 
mobility are also major issues with all the 
new businesses coming in. Also, there is 
not enough office space for all these new 
businesses. New businesses are coming 
into The Woodlands, but they are facing 
challenges with finding new locations. 
There’s lots of new businesses coming, but 
they need the space.

What do you like most about your 
job as chamber chairwoman?

I love being involved with everything 
that’s going on with the chamber. The 
Chamber of Commerce is an organization 
I truly believe in. I love being involved 
with team members, the various commit-
tees and the staff. 
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AIR CONDITIONING 
AND HEATING

281-651-5484

BradburyBrothers.com

REPAIRS
MAINTENANCE
INSTALLATIONS

“We Take Care of Your Air”

$50 OFF
REPAIRS

OF $200 OR MORE
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC

WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 
OFFERS OR SPECIALS. COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER. 

EXPIRES 11-14-13

$59.00
TUNE-UP

(REG. $89)
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC

WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 
OFFERS OR SPECIALS. COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER. 

EXPIRES 11-14-13

YOUR AIR CONDITIONING 
AND HEATING SPECIALISTS
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LSC–Montgomery music 

college park Dr. 

45

The LSC–Montgomery Music Department will perform several concerts this fall and winter season that are 
open to the community.
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LSC–Montgomery music
Program offers community performances

N ow with six performing ensem-
bles, the music program at Lone 
Star College–Montgomery is 

working to deliver a season full of profes-
sional-quality performances that are right 
at the fingertips of the community. 

Audiences can look forward to a diverse 
lineup of concerts from the concert choir, 
chamber singers, jazz ensemble, wind 
ensemble, and its newest group, the sym-
phony orchestra, which altogether feature 
more than 100 performers. 

Students are rehearsing for a multitude 
of performances in October featuring all 
ensembles in concerts and small recitals, 
including a full choir concert Oct. 17. 

“[Rehearsals are] going great,” director 
of bands Kris Chapman said. “Students 
always get overwhelmed at the beginning 
of the semester, but now we’re starting to 
solidify and the sound is coming together.”

Chapman said each group varies in size 
and plays a repertoire that fits their style, 
which ranges from chamber and orchestral 
music to swing, rock and funk.

The ensembles perform a full season of 
concerts throughout the year as well as 
several community performances at local 
high schools, churches and retirement 
homes, culminating in the college’s annual 
holiday benefit concert, which will be held 
Dec. 5 to raise money for Interfaith of The 
Woodlands. 

This year marks the second year of per-
forming for the symphony orchestra and 
the program’s third in its new music hall. 

Chapman said the program started with 
a choir ensemble about 10 years ago, but 
with a growing community and student 
population, there was a need to offer more. 

Support from the college administration 
and surrounding community led to the 
expansion of the program’s ensembles and 

eNTerTAINMeNT

3200 college park Drive  
conroe • 936-273-7021
Events begin at 7:30 p.m., except where 
noted
www.lonestar.edu/montgomery-music-
department

By George Mattingly

Upcoming performances
Oct. 10 Symphonic Band and String Ensemble 
concert

Oct. 17 fall choir concert

Oct. 18 Recital hour, composition and lecture 
with Kyle Kindred

Nov. 15 Recital hour, with vincennium void

Nov. 26 Jazz Ensemble concert

Dec. 5 Holiday Benefit concert*

*concert held in Mainstage Theater in 
performing Arts center, 1 p.m.

facilities. Last spring, students registered 
for the program’s first orchestra course and 
participated in the symphony orchestra, 
making LSC–Montgomery the only cam-
pus in the LSC System to have a student-
only orchestra. 

In 2011, the music program moved 
into a new 20,000-square-foot facility 
that houses a recital hall, band and choir 
rehearsal halls, piano lab, practice space, 
and classrooms. Chapman said the new 
buildings have been instrumental in 
attracting more students and guest artists  
perform, and making quality perfor-
mances easily accessible to the community. 

As with any financial decision, buyers are encouraged to do their own due diligence when selecting a 
home builder. Woodforest makes no representation or warranties on the quality of the homebuilders. 
Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. 10/13 

936-447-2800 • WoodforestTx.com

Woodforest, Texas is truly the best of both worlds.  

A small town with easy living and friendly neighbors.  

In a master-planned community with all the fun amenities 

you’d ever want. Like a 27-hole championship golf course, 

parks, playgrounds, miles of hike and bike trails and the  

20-acre Forest Island recreation complex that includes a  

resort-style pool, water slides, tennis and basketball courts,  

and a splash pad. Even a bark park for our four-legged friends. Plus shopping,  

dining and entertainment just minutes away.

With homes from the $200s to the millions, including luxury patio homes to  

exquisite custom homes, Woodforest really does have something for everyone. 

Come see how much fun small-town living can be.

f
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Woodlands Township, 
Marriott agreement

INSIde INfOrMATION

Source: The Woodlands Township, The Woodlands Waterway Marriott, The Woodlands CVB

Dishes.

Diapers.

Pay the babysitter.

Deposit check.

Printed materials expire on December 31, 2013.  
© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (1101108_09821)

Deposit checks from the rocking chair. Pay 
a friend from the couch. Have a chat with a 
banker at a Woodlands store, or anywhere in 
the Greater Houston area you happen to be. 
And, of course, get cash at your convenience 
at any one of our 12,000 nationwide ATMs. 
On your phone, online, or on the go — it’s all 
about getting your banking done. Learn more at 
GetBankingDone. com or stop by your nearby 
Wells Fargo banking location.

GetBankingDone.com

1101108_09821

4.9167x12.25

4c

1101108_09821 4.9167x12.25 4c.indd   1 10/1/13   9:58 AM

Attendees of convention center events often stay 
at the Waterway Marriott Hotel, which contributes 
to The Woodlands Township’s hotel occupancy 
tax revenue. The Waterway Marriott earned about 
$19.4 million in taxable receipts in 2012. Based 
on the township’s 9 percent hotel tax rate, that 
equals $1.75 million contributed to the township 
last year.  

The Woodlands Township The Woodlands Waterway 
Marriott Convention Center 

In 2001, the Town Center Improvement 
District—which was eventually absorbed by The 
Woodlands Township—issued $51.25 million in 
bonds, backed by hotel occupancy tax dollars to 
pay for of a convention center in Town Center. The 
Woodlands Development Company paid for the 
hotel attached to the convention center. 

Marriott was selected as the hotel and convention 
center manager. Marriott and the TCID entered 
into an agreement in which the TCID would own 
the property and Marriott International would 
operate the hotel and convention center, as well 
as handle marketing and sales. The facility has a 
99-year lease. 

The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel and 
Convention Center opened Dec. 31, 2002. 

No property tax 
revenue was 
used to fund the 
convention center. 
Of the 15 percent 
hotel tax paid by 
visitors to The 
Woodlands, 9 

percent goes to The Woodlands Township 
and 7 percent of that pays off debt service 
of the convention center, which helped 
make a $3.38 million payment in 2012. 

The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel & 
Convention Center is expected to host more than 
150 large group conventions totaling more than 
45,000 in attendance by the end of the year.

Major events hosted by the convention center 
include Wine & Food Week and The Woodlands 
Waterway Arts Festival, as well as about 25 
holiday parties in December and 28 weddings 
throughout the year.

Conventions hosted at the convention center 
also contribute to hotel stays at other hotels. The 
Woodlands Township received $6,025,024 in 
hotel occupancy tax in 2012. Conventions also 
help generate sales tax revenue throughout the 
community. 

$6,025,0249%

$51.25 million

By Matt Stephens
Funded through bonds paid off by The Woodlands Township through hotel occupancy 

tax, The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Convention Center attracts conventions and 
events which bring sales and hotel dollars into the community.

“We enjoy a wonderful relationship with the township and the CVB,” said Fred 
Domenick, general manager of the Waterway Marriott. “They do a number of number of 
wonderful things which encourages tourism in The Woodlands.”
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The following is a list of restaurants in The Woodlands area 
that offer outdoor dining opportunities. Many restaurants 
in places such as Market Street and along The Woodlands 
Waterway offer patio views, but many restaurants outside of 
those areas also offer popular and scenic patios.  This list is 
not comprehensive and does not reflect all the outdoor dining 
restaurants in The Woodlands area. 

compiled by Nicole Bradford and Brian Walzel

patio

Eats
drinks
on the
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America’s

A member of the upscale cordua restaurant family, 
Americas serves Latin American cuisine and features a full 
bar, lounge area and lower floor balcony overlooking The 
Woodlands Waterway. Sunday brunch buffet is served from 
10:30 a.m.—3 p.m. 
21 waterway ave., ste. 130, the woodlands
281-367-1492
www.cordua.com/americas
hours: Mon.—tue. 11 a.m.—9 p.m.; wed.—thu. 11 
a.m.—10 p.m.; fri. 11 a.m.—11 p.m.; sat. noon—11 
p.m.; sun. 10:30 a.m.—9 p.m. 
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Blue Mug Café

A casual, counter-service restaurant offering breakfast, 
lunch and dinner, Blue Mug is in a shopping center on the 
west side of The Woodlands. The restaurant has an entry 
sidewalk seating and a larger, side patio with shade for 
outdoor dining. 
30420 fM 2978, the woodlands
281-292-2583
www.bluemugcafe.com
hours: Mon.—thu. 7 a.m.—10 p.m.; fri.—sat. 7 
a.m.—11 p.m.; sun. 7 a.m.—9 p.m.
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Berryhill Baja Grill

The outdoor seating at this casual, order-at-the-counter 
Mexican food favorite at Market Street often features live 
entertainment. 
9595 six Pines drive, ste. 250, the woodlands
281-298-8226
www.berryhillbajagrill.com
hours: Mon.—thu. 9 a.m.—10 p.m.; fri.— sat. 9 
a.m.—11 p.m.; sun. 9 a.m.—9 p.m. 
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Bar Louie

Offering a long and diverse list of popular “small plates” 
meant for sharing over conversation, Bar Louie also serves 
a full menu of entrees such as steak dinners, burgers and 
flatbreads. 
24 waterway ave., ste. 175r, the woodlands
281-719-1900
www.barlouieamerica.com
hours: 11 a.m.—2 a.m. daily
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Brio Tuscan Grille

Regulars at this italian eatery can enjoy a glass of wine 
while taking a view of the waterway. Brunch is served 
weekends until 3:30 p.m. call-ahead seating and a limited 
smoking section are also available. 
1201 lake woodlands drive, the woodlands
281-465-8993
www.brioitalian.com
hours: Mon.—thu. 11 a.m.—10 p.m.; fri.—sat. 11 
a.m.—11 p.m.; sun. 11 a.m.—9 p.m. 
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Pictures/Colors for Illustration only. w/Approved Credit, Financed thru Ally Finance. Dealer Contribution May Effect Final Negotiated Price. Payments deferred til say till 
March. 2014 Factory Rebate and Discounts changes may occur after release of publication of this ad which may affect discounts and savings. 

855-586-8441 • 1654 I-45 NORTH • CONROEBUICKGMC.COM 

PRO GRADE PROTECTION
WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE.

N LOOP 336

WILSON RD.

105

WEISNER OF CONROE

OF CONROE - SINCE 1972

All Remaining In Stock 2013 GMC1500 SIERRAS
EXTENDED CABS 
& CREW CABS

HUGE
Color

Selection
Equipped Not 

Stripped

Equipped Not 
Stripped

$0 DOWN PAYMENT - 0% APR FOR 72 MONTHS OR NO PAYMENTS ‘TIL MARCH 2014

ALL Remaining 

IN STOCK
TOTAL
SAVINGS  $11,000  $11,000

1

Savings Include: $4000 Rebate, 
$7000 Dealer Discount Savings Include: $3500 Rebate, 

$7500 Dealer Discount

WIES_13106.woodlands.10x2.94.IMPACT.oct.indd   1 10/3/2013   3:04:40 PM
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Listings continued on page 43

The Cheesecake Factory

The Woodlands version of this popular chain known for 
its cheesecake desserts also offers patio seating shaded 
for summer and heated for winter. Regular menu options 
range from American to Asian to Mexican. 
1201 lake woodlands drive, ste. 302, the 
woodlands
281-419-3400
www.thecheesecakefactory.com
hours: Mon.—thu. 11 a.m.—11 p.m.; fri.—sat. 11 
a.m.—midnight p.m.; sun. 10 a.m.—11 p.m. 
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Flemings Prime Steakhouse

in addition to aged prime beef and seafood, flemings 
offers a list of 100 wines by the glass. An outdoor patio 
seats 75. 
1201 lake woodlands drive, ste. 305, the 
woodlands
281-362-0103
www.flemingssteakhouse.com
hours: Mon.—thu. 5—10 p.m. ; fri.—sat. 5—11 
p.m.; sun. 5—9 p.m. 
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Chuy’s

A Tex-Mex chain favorite, chuy’s offers weekday happy 
hour from 4—7 p.m. and gluten-free menu options.  
18035 i-45 s., shenandoah
936-321-4440
www.chuys.com
hours: sun.—thu. 11 a.m.—10 p.m.; fri.—sat. 11 
a.m.—11 p.m. 
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Goose’s Acre

Situated along the Woodlands Waterway, this irish pub and 
bistro offers grilled specialties and wood-fired pizzas along 
with traditional pub fare, such as irish Sirloin Stew and 
corned beef and cabbage. 
21 waterway ave., ste. 140, the woodlands
281-466-1502
www.thegoosesacre.com
hours: sun.—Mon. 11 a.m.—10 p.m.; tue.—wed. 11 
a.m.—midnight; thu.—sat. 11 a.m.—2 a.m. 
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Crabby Daddy

Regulars of this seafood and steakhouse enjoy live zydeco 
on the patio. Weekly specials include offers like the crabby 
Bucket and boiled crawfish by the pound. 
25186 i-45 n., ste. 4G, spring
281-296-2722
www.crabbydaddy.com
hours: Mon.—thu. 11 a.m.—10 p.m. ; fri. 11 
a.m.—11 p.m.; sat. 11:30 a.m.—11 p.m.; sun. 11:30 
a.m.—10 p.m. 
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Grimaldi’s Coal Brick Oven

in addition to views of both the Waterway and Waterway 
Avenue, Grimaldi’s offers authentic coal-fired pizzas, 
salads and a wine selection. 

20 waterway ave., ste. 100, the woodlands

281-465-3500

www.grimaldispizzeria.com

hours: sun.—thu. 11 a.m.—11 p.m.; fri.—sat. 11 
a.m.—midnight
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La Lupita

Authentic Mexican cuisine is the main ingredient of this 
“no Tex, just Mex” restaurant featuring a large selection of 
tequilas and specialty drinks. 

20 waterway ave., ste. 110, the woodlands

832-510-2111

www.lalupita-restaurant.com

hours: 11 a.m.—10 p.m. Mon.—wed.; 11 a.m.—
11:30 p.m. thu.—sat.; 10:30 a.m.—9 p.m. sun.
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The second restaurant concept of iron chef America 
winner Kent Rathbun, Jasper’s features specialties such 
as Maytag Blue cheese potato chips, margarita marinated 
shrimp and slow smoked baby back ribs. Happy hour is 
3—7 p.m. daily. 

9595 six Pines drive, ste. 900, the woodlands

281-298-6000

www.kentrathbun.com 

hours: 11 a.m.—10 p.m. Mon.—thu.; 11 a.m.—11 
p.m. fri.—sat.; 11 a.m.—9 p.m. sun.
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Hubbell & Hudson Bistro

With a menu described as progressive new American, 
the Hubbell & Hudson restaurant is attached to a market 
featuring a deli counter, baked goods, chocolate and 
wines. 

24 waterway ave., ste. 125, the woodlands

281-203-5641

www.hubbellandhudson.com

hours: Mon.—thu. 11 a.m.—4 p.m. and 5—10 p.m.; 
fri. 11 a.m.—4 p.m. and 5—11 p.m.; sat. 11 a.m.—3 
p.m. and 5—11 p.m.; sun. 9 a.m.—3 p.m. and 5—9 
p.m. 
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Landry’s Seafood

The popular Houston-based Landry’s chain offers a large 
menu with options that would please even those who 
dislike seafood. its Woodlands location overlooks the 
scenic waterway, with live entertainment on weekends. 

1212 lake robbins drive, the woodlands

281-362-9696

www.landrysseafood.com

hours: Mon.—thu. 11 a.m.—10 p.m.; fri.—sat. 11 
a.m.—11 p.m.; sun. 10:30 a.m.—10 p.m. 
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Listings continued from page 41

patioon the

1111 TIMBERLOCH PLACE (@I-45) • THE WOODLANDS • 281.362.1121 • KIRBYSSTEAKHOUSE.COM  

Est. 1954
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Luca & Leonardo

The intimate setting of Luca & Leonardo offers a birds-
eye view of the fountains at Waterway Square and water 
taxis below. A brunch buffet is served Sundays from 10:30 
a.m.—3 p.m. 

20 waterway ave., ste. 105, the woodlands

832-510-2110

www.lucaleonardo.com

hours: Mon.—thu. 11 a.m.—10 p.m.; fri. 11 a.m.—
11 p.m.; sat. 3 p.m.—10 p.m.; sun. 10:30 a.m.—9 
p.m. 
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Tommy Bahama

A combination retail clothing shop and restaurant with a 
tropical theme, Tommy Bahama’s Market Street location 
features a patio overlooking the fountains. popular menu 
items include ahi tuna and kale salad, chicken jerk tacos 
and grilled tenderloin. 

9595 six Pines drive, ste. 700, the woodlands

281-292-8669

www.tommybahama.com

hours: Mon.—sat. 10 a.m.—11 p.m.;  sun. noon—8 
p.m. 
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Mama J’s BBQ

family-owned Mama J’s recently moved to a new location 
with a large patio, where regulars enjoy brisket and ribs 
with specialty sides, such as cheesy potatoes and collard 
greens. The outdoor area features live entertainment 
Thursday through Saturday nights. 

26710 i-45 n., oak ridge north

936-273-9444

www.mamajsbbq.com

hours: closed Monday; tue.—thu. 11 a.m.—10 p.m.; 
fri.—sat. 11 a.m.—midnight; sun. noon—7 p.m. 
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Yucatan Taco Stand

Offering Latin American fusion cuisine, the yucatan Taco 
Stand Tequila Bar and Grill offers specialties such as 
Banana Leaf Wrapped Tenderloin Tamales, Latin caterpillar 
Roll and paella De venezuela.

24 waterway ave., ste. 160, the woodlands 

281-419-6300

www.yucatantacostand.com

hours: sun.—thu. 11 a.m.—10 p.m.; fri.—sat. 11 
a.m.—2 a.m. 
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 Tapas 1252

Spanish tapas and desserts make up the menu at Tapas 
1252, which features weekday happy hour specials and 
patio seating facing Market Street. 

9595 six Pines drive, ste. 670, the woodlands

281-419-1260

www.1252tapasbar.com

hours: Mon. 4 p.m.—midnight; tue.—wed. 11 a.m.—
midnight; thu.—sat. 11 a.m.—2 a.m.; sun. noon—8 
p.m. 
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Established in 1988, The John Cooper School is a recognized leader in 
college preparatory independent school education and 

we continue to grow and enhance our educational community. 

Cooper combines traditional educational practices with innovative programs to teach 
students to think, analyze, create and take responsibility for their world.

Join us at an upcoming Admission event and experience Cooper for yourself.

PK/K OPEN HOUSE: Nov. 7   •   PK-12 TOUR: Nov. 13 or by appointment

www.johncooper.org  •  281.367.0900

pK-12 ADMISSIon
open hoUSe
Saturday, December 7

2 PM • JCS Performing Arts Center

Tour campus, meet with administrators 
and learn more about applying for the 

2014-15 academic year.
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Bladder leakage, even a small 
amount, is not normal and will 
worsen over time if not treated.

Woodlands OBGYN & Associates: 
Dr. Raj Syal • Dr. Jenna Everson • Dr. Holly Westmoreland • Lisa Wilkerson, PA-C
9200 Pinecroft Dr. #300 • Shenandoah • (281) 364-9898

Specialists for Women: 
Dr. Jane Reed 
9200 Pinecroft Dr. Ste. 350 • Shenandoah • (281) 363-2426

Bullock OBGYN:
Dr. Gerald Bullock • Dr. Emily Bullock
9200 Pinecroft Dr. Ste. #400 • The Woodlands • (281) 602-6888

Pinecroft OBGYN:
Dr. Samuel Bharksuwan
9303 Pinecroft Dr. Ste. 380 • The Woodlands • (281) 587-1300

InTone is a revolutionary medical device that will STOP bladder leakage, guaranteed. 
Contact your local InTone Specialist today!

impactnews.com
Check out the all-new

   Easily browse or search news articles from your 
community or across the state.

   Stay informed with daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information.

   Learn about upcoming events with the community 
calendar.

   Make your voice heard by commenting on articles or 
participating in online polls.

   Plus, it’s never been easier to stay connected and 
share the news with your social network.
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A nyone who has driven 
down Woodlands 
Parkway during the last 

two decades can hardly help but 
notice the gaze of the Midgard 
Serpent, the 35-foot long mytho-
logical snake that peers over the 
top of Lake Woodlands to stare 
down passing motorists. 

“[It’s one of The Woodlands’ 
most iconic sculptures] just 
because it’s so prominent out 
there,” said Tony Motto, owner 
of SculpTours and author of “The 
Woodlands Outdoor Sculptures.” 
“Woodlands Parkway has always 
been the major thoroughfare, 
so it’s hard to miss when you’re 
coming into The Woodlands.” 

At 35 feet long and 6 feet high, 
“Rise of the Midgard Serpent” 
may be the only public sculpture 
in The Woodlands composed 
primarily of recycled parts, 

Motto said. 
The six separate sections of 

the sculpture were built around 
pieces of recycled oilfield 
pipeline, he said. The eyes were 
recycled trailer hitches, and 
the rest was welded together 
with bits of metal and recycled 
oilfield materials, painted green 
to complete the appearance of a 
gigantic serpent. 

The sculpture was crafted by 
sculptor Marc Rosenthal in 1983, 
Motto said. The serpent was 
constructed as part of a contest 
for sculptors to build something 
to be placed along the Buffalo 
Bayou in Houston for a year. 

“Rise of the Midgard Serpent” 
was one of several winners from 
the contest and was installed 
along the bayou at the 1983 
Houston International Festival 
for a year. During its time along 

‘rise of the Midgard 
Serpent’
Serpent has greeted Woodlands 
Parkway motorists since 1985

ArT

By Matt Stephens 

the bayou, Cynthia Woods 
Mitchell, wife of Woodlands 
founder George Mitchell, first 
saw the metallic creature.  

“Mrs. Mitchell saw it and fell 
in love with it,” Motto said. “She 
bought it and had it delivered to 
The Woodlands, but didn’t tell 
anybody, and it showed up on 
Coulson Tough’s doorstep. He 
had not a clue where this thing 
came from or what to do with it.”

Lake Woodlands had yet to 
be filled with water at the time, 
Motto said. Tough, father of 
Woodlands Township Chairman 
Bruce Tough, came up with the 
idea to install it in the lake. 

Tough had engineers plan its 
installation to make it a stationary 

feature along Woodlands Parkway. 
The sculpture was unveiled at 

the Bottom of the Lake Festival 
in 1985, Motto said, before the 
lake was filled. 

“A lot of people forget that 
Woodlands Parkway used to be 
a two lane road, so you could see 
it coming or going, but now you 
can’t because of the divider that’s 
there,” he said. 

Bombarded by birds and by 
rival high schools who regularly 
“paint bomb” the sculpture, 
Motto said, The Woodlands 
Township Parks and Recreation 
Department regularly cleans and 
maintains the sculpture to keep 
the serpent snake-like green.

Motto said the Midgard 

Serpent derives from Norse 
Mythology, a creature created by 
Loki—the god of mischief—to 
devour the earth. Although the 
serpent is defeated by another 
Norse god and imprisoned in the 
depths of the earth the serpent 
bides its time, waiting to rise to 
the surface again. 

Rosenthal had small models of 
the serpent cast in bronze, Motto 
said. Fans of the iconic Wood-
lands sculpture can purchase 
miniature versions from the 
sculptor himself. 

For more information on 
the sculpture or to purchase a 
model, go to  
www.woodlandsart.com.
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“The Rise of the Midgard Serpent” was installed at the Bottom of the Lake Festival at Lake Woodlands in 1985. 

Community Impact  1/4 ad 4.9167 x x 6.04"   jdollar@judestudios.com

November 15-17, 2013
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott 

Hotel & Convention Center

     11TH ANNUAL

Bauer Bodoni JLHM

Admission $12 per day
No charge for children 10 and under.

Tickets are available at 
www.JLHolidayMarket.org.

Shopping Hours:
Friday & Saturday, Nov. 15 & 16

9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 17

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Strollers are welcome Friday & Saturday 

after 2 p.m. and all day Sunday.

        Photo with Santa* $10 each.
     * Photo with Santa - visit website for times.

www.JLHolidayMarket.org
1-888-746-7455   

Facebook.com/JLHolidayMarket

A Holiday Shopping

Extravaganza
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Adjacent to The Woodlands Resort 
and conference center at the corner of 
Grogan’s Mill Road and South Millbend 
Drive in the village of Grogan’s Mill, the 
shopping center is the oldest village 
center in The Woodlands. 

Retail

1  founded in 1966, Randalls has 
expanded to dozens of locations across 
Texas. The Grogan’s Mill grocer provides 
aisles of groceries and sundries, as 
well as a bakery, deli, produce, meat, 
seafood, floral, sushi and a pharmacy. 
The location houses a Starbucks coffee 
shop, a Klein Bank and a Redbox movie 
rental kiosk. 2250 Buckthorne place. 
281-367-5734. www.randalls.com 

Dining

2  Since opening the first location in 
1985, Becks Prime has expanded to 
15 locations in Texas, including 12 in 
the Greater Houston area. The drive-
thru restaurant chain serves distinctive 
burgers, hot dogs, fries, chili, potatoes, 
grilled sandwiches, salads and a variety 
of hot plates, as well as shakes and 
other beverages. 2120 Buckthorne 
place. 281-367-3600.  
www.becksprime.com 

3  founded in 1968, Brothers Pizza 
Express has four locations in the 
Greater Houston area, including three 
around The Woodlands. Brothers pizza 
serves up pizza by the slice or full pies of 
various sizes, as well as a wide array of 

submarine sandwiches, calzones, pasta 
dishes, salads and appetizers. 2260 
Buckthorne place, Ste. 173.  
281-298-9299. www.
brotherspizzaexpresstx.com 

4  Serving The Woodlands area since 
1990, Chef Chan’s Chinese Restaurant 
serves chinese favorites seven days 
a week. chef chan’s offers traditional 
chinese dishes with poultry, beef, 
seafood, beef and vegetables, including 
soups and appetizers. The restaurant’s 
house specialties include lobster 
with black bean sauce, peking duck, 
Neptune’s platter and General Tso’s 
Hunan chicken. 7 Switchbud place, Ste. 
c190. 281-363-0037.  
www.chefchanwoodlands.com 

Grogan’s Mill village Center
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5  Taco USA opened in february, 
resurrecting the Texas taco chain of the 
same name that closed in the 1990s. 
Taco uSA serves tacos, fish tacos, 
breakfast tacos, burritos, quesadillas, 
nachos, hamburgers, salads and sides 
with a variety of sauce options.  
7 Switchbud place, Ste. 194.  
281-292-8226. www.tacousa.com 

6  using 100 percent uSDA all-
American beef, Fuddruckers offers a 
variety of distinctive specialty burgers, 
including the Southwest, The Works, 
Three cheese and the inferno, as well 
as exotic burgers, such as elk, buffalo 
and wild boar. The restaurant serves 
chicken and fish sandwiches, turkey 
burgers, salads, fries, and shakes. 2290 
Buckthorne place. 281-367-1343.  
www.fuddruckers.com 

7  Dairy Queen has served burgers 
and treats for more than 70 years with 
more than 6,000 restaurants worldwide. 
The fast food restaurant offers burgers, 
sandwiches, chicken strips, hot dogs, 
fries, wraps and salads, as well as 
a variety of deserts. Dairy Queen’s 
treats include Blizzards, banana splits, 
ice cream cones and sundaes. 2300 
Buckthorne place. 281-298-1200.  
www.dairyqueen.com 

beauty

8  Village Nails offers traditional nail 
salon services, including manicures, 
pedicures, solar nails, gel nails, french 
manicures, tip overlay, waxing, refills and 
other services. 2230 Buckthorne place, 
Ste. 150. 281-292-5547. 

9  With four experienced hair stylists 
specializing in a wide array of hair styles, 
N Style Salon offers haircuts for men, 
women and children, shampoo, color, 
foil, waxing, ear candling, and formal 
up-dos. N Style offers monthly specials, 
coupons and free haircuts to customers 
who refer their friends. 7 Switchbud 
place, Ste. 189. 281-363-0100.  
www.nstylesalon.net 

HEBCommunityChallenge.com

250,000+ Texans Strong.
Community members, organizations, schools, and municipal leaders 

throughout the state have stepped up to the Challenge. Will you?

Presented by IT'S TIME TEXAS, this eight-week competition challenges communities 

across the state to see which can demonstrate the greatest commitment to healthy living.

Statewide Allies:

8 15
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1 20

21

7
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16 10 9 173 11 12 5 1319184
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Compiled by Matt Stephenshealth and Fitness

10  Body & Brain Holistic Yoga offers 
yoga, as well as classes in Tai chi, 
private instruction and workshops. yoga 
can help people lose weight, manage 
stress, improve digestion, increase 
flexibility, improve memory and help 
provide a deeper sleep.  
7 Switchbud place, Ste. 185.  
281-292-2900. www.bodynbrain.com 

11  Johnny Taylor, D.D.S. offers 
general, restorative and cosmetic 
dentistry services, including whitenings, 
cleanings, dental implants, colored 
filings, crowns, bonding, bridges, root 
canals, bridges, dentures, nightguards, 
sportsguards and oral cancer 
screenings. 7 Switchbud place, Ste. 200. 
281-364-9913.  
www.johnnytaylordds.com 

12  Healthy Life Unlimited is a pilates 
and personal training studio, offering a 
variety of personal training options, such 
as pilates cadillac, reformer, tower, chair 
and spine corrector. Trained instructors 
teach group classes and semi-private 
training sessions. 7 Switchbud place, 
Ste. 201. 832-257-0909.  
www.healthylifeunlimited.com 

banking 

13  Woodforest National Bank offers 
personal and business banking services, 
such as checking, savings, loans, online 
and mobile banking, investments, and 
credit cards. Since its foundation, 
Woodforest has expanded to more than 
750 branches in 17 states. 7 Switchbud 
place, Ste. 198c. 281-465-5511.  
www.woodforest.com 

14  With 5,500 American branches and 
operations in more than 60 countries, 
Chase Bank provides checking, credit 
and debit cards, savings and cDs, auto 
and student loans, home equity, and 
mortgages. Offering online and mobile 
banking, this location also features an 
ATM. 2100 Buckthorne place.  
281-367-1212. www.chase.com 

Services 

15  The Wonderwild Indoor Party 
Playground Woodlands location 
features a 1,500-square-foot playroom, 
three party rooms, a 20-foot inflatable 
crocodile slide, wave slides, and other 
games and playground equipment, 
which challenge children’s motor skills. 
in addition to open play for parents who 
want to bring their children during the 
week, Wonderwild offers a variety of 
birthday parties. 2230 Buckthorne place, 
Ste. 110. 281-419-1044.  
www.gowonderwild.com 

16  16. With several locations in the 
greater Houston area, Safeway Driving 
Centers offer driving education for 
teens, training for adults and driving 
tune-ups for seniors, as well as 
corporate driver training. Safeway 
provides defensive driving courses, 
online or classroom courses and trained, 
certified driving instructors.  2260 
Buckthorne place, Ste. 183.  
713-468-1313. www.safewaydriving.com 

17  A full-service dry cleaner and 
launderer, The Woodlands Cleaners 
has served The Woodlands area since it 
was established in 1974. The Woodlands 
cleaners offers dry cleaning, laundry, 
alterations, shoe repair, leather and 
heirlooming. 7 Switchbud place, Ste. 
193. 281-367-2490. 

18  Offering more than 17,000 agent 
locations across the united States and 
canada, State Farm Insurance and 
agent Mary Brunson provide a variety 
of insurance services, including home, 
automotive, life, boat, motorcycle and 
apartment insurance. 7 Switchbud 
place, Ste. 191. 281-367-2797.  
www.statefarm.com 

19  The UPS Store offers packing and 
shipping services, including domestic 
and international shipping, freight 
services, and moving supplies. The 
store also features printing services for 
brochures, fliers, business cards, post 
cards, presentations and other business 

products. 7 Switchbud place, Ste. 192. 
281-367-0291.  
www.theupsstore.com 

20  Teach-A-Lot Child Community 
Center has served the community for 
more than 30 years. Teach-A-Lot offers 
full-day programs with an educational 
foundation in math, science and 
language development through cooking, 
arts and crafts, circle time, story time, 
music, and computer usage. The 
center’s classrooms and playground are 
age-appropriate, and Teach-A-Lot also 
offers summer camps. 2280 Buckthorne 
place. 281-367-3232.  
www.teachatot.inspiringteachers.com 

21  The Grogan’s Mill Shell Car Care 
has served The Woodlands since 1995, 
featuring a gas station with several 
pumps, a convenience store and a 
service center. in addition to collision 
repair, car services offered include 
tune up, air conditioning, brakes, tire 
replacement, preventative maintenance 
and complete diagnostic work. 2101 
Buckthorne place.  
281-296-8884. www.shellcarcare.com 

22  The South Wing center of The 
Woodlands Resort and Conference 
Center is within the shopping center. 
The Woodlands Resort and conference 
center houses 33 meeting rooms and 
60,000 square feet of meeting space, 
440 rooms and suites, a 13,500-square-
foot grand ballroom, five swimming 
pools, 21 tennis courts, and two 18-
hole golf courses. The hotel features 
several restaurants, as well, including 
The Woodlands Dining Room, The Royal 
Mile Grille, The cool Water cafe and The 
Lobby Bar. 2301 N. Millbend Drive.  
281-367-1100.  
www.woodlandsresort.com

Corporate 

23   The 52,000-square-foot Millside 
Building, at 2170 Buckthorne place, 
houses 20 businesses from a variety of 
industries, such as energy, financial and 
other services. 

Rebecca Selthofer, of Magnolia, enjoys bouncing at 
the Wonderwild Indoor Party Playground. 
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Manager R.T. Davis showcases a finished pizza at 
Brothers Pizza Express.  

3

Brothers Jason and Jeff Rhame operate the Taco 
USA restaurant in The Woodlands. 
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The Woodlands Resort and Conference Center 
houses 440 rooms and suites and other amenities. 

22
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mISSOURI CITy  The story of Mis-
souri City is one of dynamic growth in 
a short period of time. An area that very 
few people had inhabited historically 
became one of the largest suburbs of 
one of the largest cities in the country. 

“A sleepy community with close-knit 
families and relationships exploded at 

the beginning of the 1960s into Suburbia, 
U.S.A.,” said Roger F. Carter, historian in 
Missouri City. “Missouri City … moved 
from a town of 3,000 inhabitants to one of 
more than 30,000 in less than 20 years.”
Full story by Nathaniel Stone

TrANSPOrTATION

HISTOry

reGIONAL
Abridged stories from our Houston metro editions

Construction to widen FM 1774 now underway 

TxDOT moves forward with next 
Hwy. 290 segments

Founding of Missouri City

Fort Bend Parkway extension 
project to improve local mobility 
by 2014Cy-FAIR Work is progressing on the first section of the Hwy. 

290 expansion—from West Little York to FM 529, known as 
Project G—and the Texas Department of Transportation is 
preparing for work on the next two portions of the project.

TxDOT is in the process of reconstructing the West Little 
York bridge over Hwy. 290. Half the bridge has been demol-
ished, as of Sept. 13, and traffic has been diverted to two lanes 
as workers place drill shafts and build new columns that will 
support the bridge beams, said Karen Othon, TxDOT public 
information officer.

Throughout the construction process, lane closures can be 
expected to shut down portions of the frontage road and various 
exit ramps, mostly during overnight hours. One U-turn lane on 
westbound Beltway 8 will be closed until 3 p.m. Oct. 30.

“Lane closures below the bridge on Hwy. 290 main lanes 
and frontage roads will fluctuate over the next month,” 
Othon said. 

Meanwhile, work on Project F—from FM 529 to Eldridge 
Parkway—began in mid-September. 
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

mISSOURI CITy  The Fort Bend Parkway Toll Road 
extension B project, which will connect Sienna Parkway 
in Missouri City to Hwy. 6, is on schedule to be completed 
by early 2014. The $20 million project is expected to allow 
for increased mobility and development in east Fort Bend 
County and provide a new thoroughfare for residents.

“From a mobility standpoint, [the project] allows more 
traffic flow to the area and away from Hwy. 6,” Missouri City 
Councilman Floyd Emery said.

Extension B of the Fort Bend Parkway was put to bid April 
2012 and was awarded to James Construction Group. Work 
on the extension began over the summer. The new section of 
the toll road is being constructed as a two-lane roadway to 
coincide with the existing road.

The Fort Bend Parkway will eventually cross the Brazos 
River and connect with the Grand Parkway in southwest Fort 
Bend County.
Full story by John Rigg

Construction has started to widen FM 1774. 
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Boutique, is one of the businesses affected 
by the widening. 
Full story by David Pollan

mAGNOlIA The widening of FM 
1774 in Magnolia, designed to ease the 
flow of traffic and increase safety, is 
underway after being delayed to acquire 
rights of way and relocate utilities. 
Scheduled for completion in Septem-
ber 2014, city officials anticipate the 
improved road will also bring more 
business and people to Magnolia. 

The project, which is being led by the 
Texas Department of Transportation, 
was started about two years ago after 
traffic and population studies showed 
that explosive growth in the region 
would necessitate better roads, said Paul 
Mendes, city administrator for Magnolia. 

“Traffic and growth out in this area has 
been tremendous over the last 15 years or 
so,” Mendes said. “We have about a mil-
lion cars a month pass through this inter-
section [FM 1774 and FM 1488]. That’s a 
lot of traffic for such a small community.”

Before starting construction on the 
widening of the road, utility pipelines, 
such as fiber optics, cable lines, electric 
telephone lines and gas lines, had to be 
removed, Mendes said. It took about two 
years for the utilities to be cleared, which 
is why there was a delay in starting the 
project, he said. 

To make room for the additional lanes 
as part of the widening, TxDOT had to 
acquire right of way from the businesses 
that lie to the south of FM 1774, causing 
those businesses to lose a majority of their 
parking, Mayor Todd Kana said. Right of 
way is a legal agreement that allows one 
entity to use another’s property for public 
use, such as transportation purposes. 

Mendes said TxDOT was unable to 
acquire land to the north of the road, as it 
is part of the railroad right of way.

Daphney Skelton’s shop sits along 
FM 1774 and her business, Daphney’s 
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Full stories online at impactnews.com

State water plan up for vote in November 

Wigs with Style

Double P Bakery

Thai Chili

TOmbAll Tomball area resi-
dents looking for a quick and easy 
new hairstyle, either for fashion 
or medical purposes, need look no 
further than Wigs With Style.

 “With wigs, you always have a good 
hair day,” owner Paula Hessemer said. 
“There are so many styles and colors, we 
can almost match your hair perfectly.”

Sisters Hessemer and Kim Vickers 

mAGNOlIA After more than a decade 
working for a golf course, Patrice 
Stutes wanted a change. She wanted 
to work for herself and do what she 
loves: baking. A resident of Spring, 
she searched for a nearby, small com-
munity on the verge of growing. She 
picked Magnolia, and nearly three years 
ago, she opened up Double P Bakery. 

“I wanted to have a cute, little, quaint 

TOmbAll When customers show 
up to Thai Chili—an authentic Thai 
restaurant on FM 529 at Hwy. 6—
shortly after it opens in the morning, 
they can smell the incense that was 
lit as an offering to start the day.

“It’s typical in Thailand for restaurant 
owners to light incense when they open 
up every day, as an offering to the gods,” 
owner Vin Mungkornpanich said. “It’s 

opened the store a year ago on Main 
Street in Tomball, and, the two said, busi-
ness is going well.  

They both take pride in providing 
exceptional customer service.

“You can try on as many as you want, 
and we spend as much time with you 
picking the right style in your price 
range,” Vickers said. “Cut and style and 
alterations are all included in the price. 
We will also clean and steam your wigs.”
Full story by Tamra Santana

TOP STOrIeS

TOmbAll AND mAGNOlIA If 
Texas does not implement a new water 
plan soon, Magnolia and Tomball area 
residents and the more than 10,000 
farmers, ranchers and energy busi-
nesses in the region, will have a water 
shortage by 2060, area leaders said.

With explosive energy sector and 
population growth in Harris and Mont-
gomery counties, ensuring adequate water 
supply is crucial to continuing a strong 
region, said Texas State Rep. Cecil Bell Jr., 
a freshman legislator representing parts 
of Montgomery and Waller counties in 
District 3.

Voters will weigh in on the issue on 
Election Day through Proposition 6, 

which asks whether legislators can move 
$2 billion from the rainy day fund to 
a new account for a state water plan to 
address the shortage.

“We know that in 50 years, the demand 
for water is going to be up and the supply 
down,” said Bruce Hillegeist, president 
of the Greater Tomball Area Chamber 
of Commerce. “The aquifers are low. 
There are many businesses that rely on an 
abundance of water to run their factories. 
For residents in Tomball, we have to have 
good quality water and sustainable water. 
It’s a huge challenge we have to come to 
grips with in order to continue to remain 
attractive.”

House Bill 4 was constructed in early 

January to support the next 50 years and 
$30 billion worth of the state’s water sup-
ply and promote water conservation after 
the statewide 2011 drought that created 
$8.7 billion in damages. The state water 
plan will ensure that cities, rural com-
munities, farms, ranches, businesses and 
industries have enough water during a 
drought. 

Proposition 6 does not add any extra 
fees or costs to residents, Bell said. It 
opens an avenue for funding for Harris 
and Montgomery counties for potential 
future water projects.

“People generally don’t understand that 
Proposition 6 is not a tax,” said Barbara 
Payne, spokeswoman for the North Harris 
County Regional Water Authority. 
Full story by Tamra Santana
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Owners Paula Hessemer (left) and Kim Vickers take 
pride in providing exceptional customer service.

The ordering counter at Double P Bakery is filled with 
desserts, such as cookies, cupcakes and brownies.
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bakery,” she said. “I wanted to be able to 
keep my business very personal rather 
than commercialized.” 

Double P Bakery boasts a number of 
dessert items, such as cupcakes, cookies, 
cake pops, brownies and more. All items 
at the bakery can be purchased as single-
item orders or in bulk orders for events, 
such as weddings, birthdays, engagement 
parties or business events.

“No other place in town does what we 
do,” Stutes said. 
Full story by David Pollan
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The Pad Thai is a Thai culinary staple and among 
the most popular menu items at Thai Chili.

one of the many ways we bring Thai cul-
ture to our restaurant here in Houston.”

Although the eatery has existed under 
the name Thai Chili since 2008, a new 
owner and kitchen team took over in 
2013, bringing some new culinary skills. 

“We did not deduct anything from 
the menu, but we did add a few dishes,” 
Mungkornpanich said. “Our chef is very 
good at cooking duck, so we added sev-
eral duck dishes.” 
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

3 
ROOMS
$99.00

5 
ROOMS

$180.00

CALL TODAY! 

1.888.652.0109

There is an invasion in 
your home...

CARPET CLEANING SERVICE

• The average home has over 
two million dust mites feeding 
on dead skin scales and other 
debris.

• They hide in your carpet, 
upholstry, drapes, mattress, 
and pillows.

• We live in an area with 
somewhat high humidity which 
is a condition they thrive in.
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Should an owner wish to build a home 
larger than that allowed by LUD, they 

must petition the DSC, gain approval from the 
Development Company, and in some cases, 
acquire signatures from two-thirds of residents 
in that residential section.

During individual ownership, the 
property must meet requirements of 

The Woodlands Township’s covenants. The 
covenants dictate appearance of the home 
and landscaping, as well as various other 
requirements.

Land Use Designations describe the 
minimum and maximum square footage 

allowed for a home on a particular parcel of 
land, as well as the maximum amount of space 
a home may cover on a particular lot. 

The Development Company retains 
oversight of the property during 

construction of the home. Once the home 
is purchased by an individual buyer, the 
Development Company no longer has oversight 
of the property.

Improvements and renovations to a 
home by a homeowner must meet 

township covenant standards and must be 
approved by the Residential Design Review 
Committee.

No rules or restrictions exist, either 
through The Woodlands Development 

Company or The Woodlands Township, that 
disallow the demolition of a residential 
property.

Should a property owner wish to 
tear down an existing property and 

rebuild a new home, the owner must rebuild 
according to the Land Use Designation, while 
also meeting requirements of the covenants. 
The new home must get approval from the 
Development Standards Committee.

want to tear it down, there is nothing that 
prohibits you from tearing it down and 
building another house.” 

Development restrictions
Van Rensburg said when a parcel of 

land is being planned for development, 
The Woodlands Development Company 
places an Initial Land Use Designation 
on that parcel. The designation dic-
tates what that specific piece 
of land can be used 
for and the allowable 
square footage of the 
development. In addi-
tion, The Woodlands 
Township places devel-
opment restrictions 
called covenants on the 
property, which most 
commonly describe 
criteria, such as the 
color of the home and 
types of building mate-
rials allowed to be used 
in construction. 

“If you wanted to do [a tear 
down and rebuild], you would 
want to go to the township and 
get the redevelopment standards, 
find out square foot limitations and the 
development criteria applicable to homes 

in that neighborhood, and that’s the tem-
plate with which you get to play,” Welbes 
said. “Each neighborhood has a specific 
set of criteria unto itself.”

Redevelopment
Continued from | 1

Potential redevelopment areas
Harris said three areas she believes 

would be ideal for new development are 
the High Oaks neighborhood off Sawmill 
Road, homes on and near Red Cedar Cir-
cle off of North Millbend Drive and homes 
around the Tournament Players Course.

Harris said the proximity of Grogan’s 
Mill to Town Center and I-45 are also 
attractions to potential buyers. 

“The problem is there are no homes that 
are decent under $175,000 in those areas,” 
she said. “I think there is still a market for 
that potential.”

Lot sizes and maturity of the older 
Woodlands neighborhoods are also prov-
ing to be attractive to potential homebuy-
ers, she said. 

“Most consumers still want a mature 
neighborhood that looks nice,” Harris 

“If you have an existing 
home and you want to 

tear it down, there is 
nothing that prohib-
its you from tearing 

it down and building 
another house.”

–Hennie van Rensburg, director of covenant 
administration for The Woodlands Township

Before the initial development of a plot 
of land, The Woodlands Development 

Company issues a Land Use Designation. The 
LUD dictates what type of development is 
allowable on the plot of land. 

The Woodlands process of 
REDEVELOPMENT

said. “They want a big lot, they want 
a 4,000-square-foot house, but they 
want it to be new, and that is the 
average consumer right now. People 
don’t want to buy old homes and fix 
them up. They don’t have the time.”

However, Van Rensburg said 
ILUCs and covenants were put in 
place to protect homeowners of less 
expensive homes in older neighbor-
hoods.

“Every section, block and lot 
has covenants on them, and every 
neighborhood has an Initial Land 
Use Designation,” he said. “They 
are there to protect the people who 

have lived there for a long time and who 
live in the smaller homes and maintain the 
uniqueness of certain areas.”

George Van Horn, president of the 
Grogan’s Mill Village Association, said he 
would rather see some of the older homes 
in the village better maintained than torn 
down to make way for new ones.

“In some situations [a rebuild] could be 
beneficial and in others, it would be better 
to see the houses just maintained prop-
erly,” he said. “But if somebody builds a 
property within the covenants, they have 
a right to redevelop or redo the property 
without changing the covenants.”

What areas of The Woodlands do you believe should be 
redeveloped?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll

Lots 

Roads

No direct driveway access

Reserved open space

The Woodlands land 
RESTRICTIONS

Hard surface can not cover more than 40% of total land.

Maximum Living Area allowed is 2,400 sq.ft. 

Minimum Living Area 

allowed is 1,000 sq.ft.

The dwelling and garage must be 7 feet from the side property line. 

The dwelling and garage must be 10 

feet from the rear property line. 

This graphic is an example of lot restrictions in The Woodlands. 

home staging | interior design | remodeling | consulting

www.tepuydesigns.com

 713-483-4606
Hablamos español

info@tepuydesigns.com
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level—$11,490 to $45,960 for indi-
viduals or $23,550 to $94,200 for a 
family of four. 

Of the 23 percent of uninsured 
Texans—4.89 million—about 
92 percent could be eligible for 
tax credits, according to the U.S. 
Department of Health and Ser-
vices. 

Randy Johnson, CEO of the 
Montgomery County Hospital 
District, said MCHD provides 
public health and emergency med-
ical services to uninsured residents 
of Montgomery County, who can 
each receive up to $60,000 worth 
of coverage annually. Johnson said 
about 60,000 of the nearly 500,000 
residents countywide are eligible 
for MCHD’s services, provided to 
residents below 133 percent of the 
poverty line. 

He said the Affordable Care Act 
could lead to a significant reduc-
tion in the number of residents 
eligible for MCHD’s services over 
time as more uninsured residents 
obtain insurance. Johnson said 
residents at 100 percent or below 
of the federal poverty line could be 
covered for 100 percent 
of their health insurance 
costs. About 11.5 percent 
of Montgomery County 
residents were below the 
poverty line as of 2010. 

“I think the ser-
vice level [provided by 
MCHD] will be the 
same,” he said. “But 
assuming nothing 
changes with the act, I 
think [MCHD’s] tax rate 
[of 7.27 cents per $100 
valuation] will stay flat or 
decrease over the next few years.”

Health care industry
Local health care organizations 

are already implementing changes 
because of Affordable Care Act 

Health Care
Continued from | 1

requirements, but with questions 
still remaining about the effects of 
the bill, some changes could still be 
on the horizon. 

Sanders said he does not foresee 
issues with the level of care pro-
vided by Memorial Hermann in 
The Woodlands, although he ques-
tioned whether the hospital would 
continue providing certain ser-
vices, including care to uninsured 
patients. He also does not know 
whether the hospital will see more 
patients since Texas opted not to 
expand its Medicaid coverage. 
Also, the number of uninsured 
who will find coverage through the 
exchange remains unknown.  

“We believe because the individ-
ual mandate for not seeking health 
insurance is so minimal, that a 
lot of young people are not going 
to sign up for insurance,” Sanders 
said. “This is where the Affordable 
Care Act could fall apart. If you 
don’t get young people to sign up 
for exchanges, and the only people 
to sign up are the chronically sick 
people, then costs are going to go 
up significantly.”

Dr. Winnie King of Priority 
Emergency Room, a freestanding 
emergency room with locations 

in Katy and The Woodlands, said 
she anticipates more patients and 
believes emergency rooms nation-
wide will see patient increases.  
King said the business would con-
sider adding staff if necessary to 

meet the higher demand. 
“We’re not concerned about it,” 

she said. “We actually look forward 
to it. If people need care, that’s the 
business that we’re in, and that’s 
precisely what we want to do.”

Joanne Ducharme, director for 
Montgomery County Community 
Development, said MCCD is con-
structing its second countywide 
clinic for underinsured and unin-
sured residents of Montgomery 
County. Both clinics are already 
seeing the effects of the Afford-
able Care Act through new clinic 
requirements, Ducharme said. 

The bill has changed require-
ments for holistic medicine, and 
the clinics are required to have 
more counseling rooms, she said. 
The Affordable Care Act also 
requires the clinics to have call sta-
tions so that doctors can follow up 
on examinations. 

The existing clinic in Splendora 
sees as many as 20,000 patient vis-
its a year, Ducharme said. She said 
she anticipates similar numbers at 
the Magnolia clinic and believes 
patient visits will continue to rise. 

Individuals 
The Affordable Care Act will 

allow for several groups of people 
to receive coverage who would 
not have been covered before, said 
Judy Bradby, CEO and founder of 
consulting firm, ProHealth Strate-
gies from Virginia. 

The bill allows for young adults 
up to age 26 to remain on their par-
ents’ insurance, or about 357,000 
young adults in Texas, according 
to the U.S. Department of Health 
& Human Services. Bradby said 
the bill also allows coverage for 
those with chronic pre-existing 
conditions. 

“It used to be if you had a pre-
existing condition, you couldn’t 
get coverage or you would have an 
annual or lifetime limit,” she said. 

However, the bill also imple-
ments mandates to individuals 

that begin Jan. 1 and to businesses 
that begins Jan. 1, 2015, penalizing 
those who opt against health cov-
erage. Texans who are uninsured 
can shop for insurance through 
the Health Insurance Marketplace, 
a health care exchange in which 
consumers fill out an application 
and can view all available plans in 
their area, beginning Oct. 1.

Mike Fortner, president of High 
Point Financial Group Benefits in 
The Woodlands, said Texas is one 
of 27 states letting the federal gov-
ernment run its exchange. 

Fortner said plans provided 
by the health care exchange vary 
in coverage levels from 60 per-
cent to 90 percent, and consum-
ers will pay higher premiums for 
more coverage. Although he said 
healthy consumers would likely 
pay higher premiums, because 
of the Affordable Care Act, rate 

costs can only be based on geo-
graphic area, age, tobacco use and 
whether the insuree enrolls as an 
individual or a family. 

“It doesn’t matter what your 
health condition was,” Fortner 
said. “It doesn’t matter whether you 
were close to death, you’re going to 
pay the same rate as everyone else 
in your ZIP code.”

Whether it is individuals or 
employers shopping insurance, 
Fortner said, consumers should 
expect a reduction in the number 
of doctors and hospitals covered 
by their insurance plans. 

“Pay attention to your network 
when you’re shopping health 
insurance, and get used to your 
network being smaller than it was 
before,” he said. 

Individual 
pEnalTIES

Individuals who are not covered by 
health insurance will have to pay 
tax penalties beginning in 2014.

adult 

2014:  
$95 per adult

2015:  
$325 per adult

2016 & beyond:  
$695 per adult

2014: 
$47.50 per child

2015: 
$162.50 per child

2016 & beyond: 
$347.50 per child

Child

2014:  
$285 per family or 1%* 

2015:  
$975 per family or 2%* 

2016 and beyond:  
$2,085 per family or 2.5%*

Family

EMployEr  
pEnalTIES

Mid-sized and large employers will be 
required to provide coverage to their 
full-time employees beginning in 2015. 

Employers with at least 50 full-time equivalent employees must offer adequate 
insurance to its employers or face a tax penalty beginning Jan. 1, 2015. 

An employer with majority ownership, or 50% in multiple businesses that 
total 50 full-time equivalent employees, will pay penalties for each business 

for not providing coverage to his/her full-time employees. 

An employee must work an average of 30 hours a week  
to be considered full time. 

Employers who do not provide coverage will pay $2,000 per employee  
for every full-time employee not covered after the first 30. 

For more information, visit impactnews.com

UH is an EEO/AA Institution 

Located  in LSC-University Park  near Tomball Parkway and Louetta Road 
northwest@uh.edu             uh.edu/northwest            832-842-5700  

facebook.com/UHNorthwest @UHNorthwest 

College of Technology 
M.S., Human Resource Development 
M.S., Technology Project Management 
B.S., Mechanical Engineering Technology 
B.S., Organizational Leadership & Supervision 
B.S., Retailing & Consumer Science 
B.S., Supply Chain & Logistics 

C. T. Bauer College of Business 
M.B.A., Evening Program 
   Energy Focus Available 
Certificate in Accountancy Program 
Global Business Minor 
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences 
B.A., Communication 
B.A./B.S., Psychology 

“It’s very difficult to 
predict what’s going 
to happen in regards 
to the impact of the 
Affordable Care Act 

on hospitals and  
consumers.” 

—Steve Sanders, cEO of Memorial Hermann 
The Woodlands

*Percentage of family income, whichever is higher 
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Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or under 7/36.86 1/25 — 2/126.5 19/49.16 20/70.5 13/67

$150,000–$199,999 6/30.67 4/21.5 — 5/222 19/43.11 66/51.09 15/42.4

$200,000–$299,999 14/53.43 13/39.69 31/41.48 30/38.57 26/43.5 84/54.05 32/40.5

$300,000–$399,999 6/89 15/41.47 17/38.18 9/66.78 16/77.44 66/74.94 34/62.21

$400,000–$499,999 1/74 15/72.6 17/57.82 6/53.83 4/58.25 22/51.64 23/62.96

$500,000–$599,999 4/65 10/33.7 9/67.67 7/41.43 — 7/112.43 19/77.89

$600,000–$799,999 10/76.6 12/38,58 20/51.9 12/80.5 — 15/54.33 20/96.4

$800,000–$999,999 8/128.88 5/72.6 16/107.7 1/55 — 5/109.2 20/89

$1 million + 19/109.2 8/169.38 32/141.5 — — 6/159.67 1/148.55

featured Neighborhood
The Village of Sterling Ridge, The Woodlands - 77382

Build Out Year: lots still available

Number of Builders: 15

Number of Homes: 4,900

Square footage: 1,424–9,300

Home values: $110,000–$2,716,000

Amenities: Parks, pools, tennis and basketball courts, 
nature trails, bike paths.

Property taxes:

Conroe ISD 1.2900 
Montgomery County 0.4838 
The Woodlands Township 0.3173 
Montgomery County MUD 40 0.2550 
North Harris County Junior College 0.1198 
Montgomery County Hospital 0.0729

Total (per $100 value) 2.5388

reAL eSTATe

Homes on the market (As of August 2013)

featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (July 2012–August 2013)

No. of homes for sale 70

No. of homes under contract 25

Average days on the market 29.63

No. of homes sold 37

Square footage (low/high) 1,570/6,740

Selling price (low/high) $178,550 / $1,819,000
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5 Bedroom/4 Full, 1 Half Bath 3,695 sq. ft. 
Agent: Karyn Perugini, Texas Home Group 
(281) 350-8000

26 S Garnet Bend             $726,000

5 Bedroom/4Full, 1 Half Bath 5,260 sq. ft. 
Agent: Mike Seder, RE/MAX, The Woodlands/Spring
281-602-8820

110 Veilwood Circle           $997,700

4 Bedroom/3 Full, 1 Half Bath 4,788 sq. ft. 
Agent: Tonya Crews, Champions Real Estate Group
(713) 785-6666

59 South Fair Manor Circle            $829,999

5 Bedroom/5 Full, 1 Half Bath 5,105 sq. ft. 
Agent: Sheri Moore, Heritage Texas Properties - North-
west. (281) 440-1221

7 East Ambassador Bend       $1,067,900
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Market Data provided by: 
Haley Garcia

Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

Market data
Currently on the market  (As of August 2013) Monthly home sales

Number of homes sold/Average price

77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

August 2013 32/369,264 80/$385,845 92/$524,154 22/$314,942 48/$190542 122/$235,785 72/$345,828

August 2012 28/$281554 70/$333816 78/$440,261 21/$257,814 53/$179,216 83/$200,415 80/$316,410

July 2013 14/$307,386 68/$369,051 84/$467,233 18/$275,514 36/$175,823 89/$211,294 69/$332,778

June 2013 14/$307,386 68/$369,051 84/$467,233 18/$275,514 36/$175,823 89/$211,294 69/$332,778

May 2013 34/$360,464 84/$406,016 120/$515,663 34/$347,663 44/$201,223 142/$240,088 60/$326,291

April 2013 33/$472,942 72/$380,284 77/$521,814 27/$272,409 42/$187,725 118/$214,410 66/$345,781

March 2013 38/$334,617 58/$386,690 75/$499,707 26/$328,271 31/$197,849 81/$215,426 64/$286,897

Feb. 2013 15/$534,360 47/$321,267 55/$430,845 25/$282,939 30/$152,556 58/$163,885 52/$360,495

For more information on these listings call:
Haley Garcia
281.701.6174 heritagetexas.com

27435 Rondelet 
Benders Landing | $799,900

18 S. lameRie Way
CarLton Woods | $1,850,000
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print


