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Budget establishes plan to renovate community properties

Township budget continues trend of lower 
property tax rate, increased revenues

Development forms as first tenants move in 

Hughes Landing plan includes new dining, retail 
An artist’s rendering depicts a view of the 66-acre mixed-use Hughes Landing development at completion. Construction on office buildings is now underway.

By Matt Stephens
The first Hughes Landing ten-

ants began moving in to their new 
offices in One Hughes Landing 
in early September, but the office 
building is only the first of many 
projects on the horizon. With 
residential, retail and dining proj-
ects planned in the near future, 
demand for space is strong for the 
66-acre mixed-use development. 

Plans for Hughes Landing 

By Brian Walzel
The Woodlands Township has adopted 

its fiscal year 2014 budget, one that lowers 
the community’s property tax rate for the 

fourth consecutive year while estab-
lishing a reserve fund designed to pay 
for future improvements and renova-
tions. The budget also continues the 

trend of the township less-
ening its reliance on prop-
erty taxes to pay for com-
munity services, a trend 
that has been enabled in 
part by significant gains 
in sales tax revenue. 

According to the township, sales tax revenue 
has increased by a total of $18.6 million in the 
past three years.

The township board of directors approved 
a FY 2014 property tax rate of 29.4 cents 
per $100 of property valuation, a 2.33-cent 
decrease from last year’s rate of 31.73 cents. 
Based on The Woodlands’ average home 
value of $332,600, the average property tax 
for 2014 will be $977.84, $77.50 less than in 
2013. 

“We knew that sales tax and hotel [occu-
pancy] tax growth has been very strong over 
the past couple of years, so we went in with 

between Grogan’s Mill Road and 
Lake Woodlands Drive—could 
be completed, including a gro-
cery store, parking garage, res-
taurants and luxury apartments, 
he said. Sutton said the entirety 
of the development, including as 
many as 11 office buildings, could 
take five to 10 years to complete, 
depending on demand.

“There’s a lot of buzz in the 
market that Hughes Landing has 
created,” Sutton said. “There’s a 
strong interest in it, and we’re very 
pleased at the pace that it’s going.”

Retail and residential
Development has always been 

planned for the tract of land—on 
the east side of Lake Woodlands 
between Grogan’s Mill Road and 
Lake Woodlands Drive—but the 
development company debated 
how much space should be allo-
cated for residential and commer-
cial development, Sutton said. 

The development company 
finalized plans a little more than 
a year ago, Sutton said, and con-
struction began on One Hughes 
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See Hughes Landing | 42

See Budget | 45

include 1.5 million to 2 million 
square feet of office space, 800–
1,000 apartment units, 175,000–
200,000 square feet of retail, 
200,000 square feet for a hotel and 
a fitness center to serve workers, 
said Alex Sutton, co-president of 
The Woodlands Development 
Company. 

Within two years, much of 
Hughes Landing—located on 
the east side of Lake Woodlands 

Since 2010, The Woodlands has lowered its 
property tax rate each year. The 2014 budget 
marks the largest decrease in property tax rate 
since The Woodlands Township was established.

The Woodlands | PROPERTY TAX
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“Work/life balance  
 is the single largest 
 benefi t to being located  
 in The Woodlands.”

The Woodlands offers numerous opportunities for community 

involvement that help create a healthy and productive 

environment for our employees, their families and our company.

   Mario M. Coll, III
   VP and Chief Information Offi cer,   
   Anadarko Petroleum Corporation
   Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands

Class A offi ce building with in-building parking  •  Designed to be LEED Silver Certifi ed 
Situated in The Woodlands Waterway Square District  •  Easy access to Interstate 45 and Bush Intercontinental Airport 

Walking distance to The Woodlands Mall, Market Street and dozens of restaurants 

NOW LEASING 10 WATERWAY AVENUE
LANDMARK OFFICE BUILDING IN THE WOODLANDS TOWN CENTER

20 Stories, 500,000 sq. ft.

Where Business Lives Well

281-719-6100 • www.TheWoodlands-Commercial.com
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17200 St. Luke’s Way  |   The Woodlands, TX 77384   |   StLukesWoodlands.com   |        /StLukesTheWoodlandsHospital   |        @StLukes_SLWH

Take Heart in  
a Hospital That’s  
Close to Home.

Quality medical care, close to home.  

To find a physician, call 832-355-3627.

According to the American Heart Association, cardiovascular 

disease can increase the risk for heart attack or stroke, as well 

as other heart-related issues. At St. Luke’s The Woodlands 

Hospital, the board-certified cardiology and cardiovascular 

team can help in the diagnosis and treatment of heart 

related conditions. The team is dedicated to excellence in 

cardiovascular care, including interventional cardiology  

and cardiovascular surgery,  

all while utilizing the latest  

medical technology. Plus,  

we’re conveniently located  

right here in the heart  

of your community.

Cardiac Services:

- Stress testing
- Cardiac catheterization
- Coronary artery stenting
- Peripheral vascular  

disease diagnosis  
and treatment

- Carotid stenting
- Cardiac ablation
- Endovascular abdominal 

aneurysm repair
- Coronary artery bypass
- Valve replacement  

or repair
- Carotid endarterectomy
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Statistics - Listing Inventory | The Woodlands 

The Woodlands Real Estate Report

Closed Doors for Woodlands Locals Have Opened.
PAID ADVERTISEMENT

LIST PRICE SQUARE FEET
LIST PRICE PER 
SQUARE FOOT

DAYS ON 
MARKET

AVERAGE

MEDIAN

$784,859

$462,990

3,864

3,305

$203.07

$140.06

68

42
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September 3rd
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Listing Inventory | Written Contracts
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Listing Inventory Contracts

As corporate transferees and employees sweep into 
town by the thousands to occupy shiny new offi ce 
towers, sprawling corporate headquarters, stores and 
restaurants, three things seem inevitable for the 2014 
home shopper:

1. Buyers will swarm and competition will boil.
2. Sales will surge and selection will swoon.
3. Homes, rentals and mortgages will all cost more.

If you’re a Woodlands local contemplating a local move, 
you have some new information to consider. The door 
for selling and fi nding something you love is open. But 
when all the out of town buyers surge into town in a 
few months, the door will slam shut.

If we can be helpful, give your favorite 
Gary Greene professional a call at 281-367-3531

What if we sell ours and can’t fi nd 
another?
Record sales, rising prices, multiple offers, bidding 
wars, over list price sales and paper thin For Sale 
Inventory have caused local would-be home 
sellers and buyers to postpone or close the door 
entirely on the thought of making a move. There 
are new and favorable market conditions to 
consider.

This year’s seasonal surge is fi nished. Opportuni-
ties for local home buyers have begun. 

Today’s buyers have the advantage of the best 
selection of properties all year long. Plus there 
are fewer frenzied buyers to compete with. This 
is great news for locals who wanted to sell and 
make a move, but haven’t, yet.

Now may be a safe and better time for locals 
to take advantage of today’s real estate market 
trifecta:

1. Take advantage of the muscular seller’s market  
 to maximize your home selling profi t.
2. Take advantage of the best selection of homes 
 all year without frenzied competition from the 
 seasonal surge of inbound buyers. 
3. Take advantage of today’s lower home price 
 and lock in a historically low mortgage rate. 
 Both are sure to cost more in the future.

Seasonal 
Summer Surge

Best Selection For 
Local Buyers 8.17.13

Data obtained from the Houston Association of Realtors Multiple Listing Service - Single Family/The Woodlands TX

9000 Forest Crossing, The Woodlands, TX
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FROm ThE GENERAl mANAGER
Our community 

benefits greatly from the 
dynamic growth that 
is taking place in The 
Woodlands, much more 
than you may think. 
Property values continue 
to go up, and taxes are 
going down for most 
homeowners.

Tax revenues are up 
substantially. Growth 
from all the new retail-

ers, hotels, entertainment and other businesses that 
are operating in The Woodlands area are helping fund 
future infrastructure improvements. 

Shenandoah, Oak Ridge North and The Woodlands 
Township are putting a good portion of that new rev-
enue into raising our standard of living, ensuring that 
our community remains vibrant and safe.

Some of our stories this month cover the budget plans 
for our communities as well as additional growth taking 
place at Hughes Landing in The Woodlands.

The Woodlands Development Company will unveil 

One Hughes Landing, the first of 11 planned office 
buildings on Lake Woodlands, in mid-September. 
Expect a new boutique hotel, high-end entertainment, 
dining attractions, and a long-anticipated and needed 
major grocery store there in the very near future. This 
adds another tourist attraction and major amenity for 
our residents to enjoy.

This month marks the second anniversary of Com-
munity Impact Newspaper in The Woodlands. Last year 
we were 24 pages, this month we are 52 pages.  We’ve 
continued to add staff in The Woodlands to help bring 
more hyper-local news to our readers. 

We know Community Impact Newspaper is only as 
good as our last publication. Please let us know if you 
have topics that you think residents in our communities 
want to know. Send your story ideas to 
 jpollard@impactnews.com

Jim pollard
general Manager

jpollard@impactnews.com

COmmUNITy FEEDbACk
take the poll last month’s poll results

How likely are you to use the amenities 
at Hughes Landing?

 Extremely likely

 Somewhat likely 

  unlikely 

  Not at all

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

In what area do you think Conroe ISD 
should focus its funding efforts?

Teacher salaries 

 44.57% 
Additional teachers and staff

  23.91% 
More schools

  14.13% 
Other

  9.78% 
improved security 

  7.61%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected Aug. 8—30. 

This month Community Impact Newspaper reports on new 
development at Hughes Landing on Lake Woodlands. The 
Woodlands Development Company is developing a 66-acre 
mixed-use project that will feature retail, restaurants, offices 
and a boardwalk.

in our August edition, we reported on increases in state 
education funding to statewide school districts. The fund-
ing allows school districts, such as Conroe iSD, to hire more 
teachers and increase teacher salaries. We asked readers 
how Conroe iSD should spend such money.

Publishers and founders

John and Jennifer Garrett
Publisher - housTon MeTro

Jason Culpepper
general Manager

Jim pollard, jpollard@impactnews.com

Editorial
execuTive ediTor  Cathy Kincaid
Managing ediTor  Emily Roberts

ediTor  brian Walzel
rePorTer  Matt Stephens

sTaff wriTers  Marie Leonard, Tamra Santana
coPy ediTor  Abigail Allen

caPiTol corresPondenT  Karen brooks Harper
ediTorial inTerns Connor Hyde, Liza Winkler

Advertising
accounT execuTives  patricia McHugh, Tiffany Jarvis

accounT coordinaTor  Robyn vergeldedios

Design
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senior graPhic designer  Jackie brunk
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vP of oPeraTions  Claire Love

circulaTion & oPeraTions Manager  David Ludwick
assisTanT oPeraTions Manager  Ashley Wagner

accounTing sPecialisT  Merry Tillman

About us
John and Jennifer Garrett began Community 

Impact Newspaper in 2005 in pflugerville, Texas. 
The company’s mission is to build communities of 
informed citizens and thriving businesses through 

the collaboration of a passionate team. Now, with 15 
markets in the Austin, Houston and Dallas/fort Worth 

metro areas, the paper is distributed to more than  
1 million homes and businesses.

Contact us
8400 N. Sam Houston parkway W., Ste. 220

Houston, TX 77064 • 281-469-6181
impactnews.com

Press releases  wdlnews@impactnews.com
adverTising  wdlads@impactnews.com

coMMenTs  wdlfeedback@impactnews.com
subscriPTions  impactnews.com/subscriptions
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daily maintenance and improvement of 
people’s health and lifestyles. The clinic 
provides affordable care with licensed 
chiropractors for all ages with convenient 
hours. 281-259-2200.  
www.westwoodvillage.thejoint.com 

5  North Houston - Woodlands Oral 
Surgical Arts opened July 15 at 3117 
College Park Drive, Ste. 150. Charles 
Nguyen, David Mulherin and Wayne 
Loney Jr. provide oral surgical procedures, 
including extractions and implants. The 

Now Open

1  Morton’s Grille opened Sept. 10 at 
25 Waterway Ave. The restaurant serves 
lunch and dinner options, including soups, 
salads, appetizers, prime steak and chops, 
poultry, seafood, and desserts, as well as 
beer, cocktails and spirits.  
www.mortons.com

2  Sears Home Appliance Showroom 
opened Aug. 5 at 26914 I-45 N., Oak Ridge 
North. The store offers a wide array of 

home appliances, including refrigerators, 
dishwashers, washers, dryers, microwaves, 
ovens and vacuums. The showroom 
also plans to offer mattresses as soon as 
November. 281-419-3500. 
www.searshomeapplianceshowroom.com

3  Texas Taco Company has opened 
at 6606 FM 1488, Ste. 108. Texas Taco 
Company offers a variety of Mexican 
street-style tacos named “Famous 
Outlaw Tacos.” Feature a variety of fresh 
ingredients, the distinctive tacos include 

the “Willie,” the “Waylon” and the 
“William B. Travis.” Other menu items 
include a variety of chips and dips, beans, 
and breakfast tacos. 936-231-8332.  
www.texastaco.com

4  The Joint …the chiropractic place has 
opened its second clinic in The Woodlands 
and Magnolia area at the Westwood 
Village shopping center located at 6519 
FM 1488, Ste. 513, near Gold’s Gym. The 
Joint offers a new paradigm of wellness, 
integrating chiropractic services into the 
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Now Pre-Leasing

Northgate Two
125,000 SFClass “A” Offi ce & Garage

25,000+/- SF Per Floor
Hardy Toll Rd & I-45
Near Future Grand Parkway 
and ExxonMobil
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Owner James Anson and Global Leader Aquatics 
sells saltwater and freshwater tanks and fish. 

8
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Woodlands office is the second Houston 
area location for this practice.  
936-231-8568.  
www.northhoustonoralsurgery.com 

6  The Jones Jazzy Java concession stand 
has opened at One Waterway Square Plaza 
along The Woodlands Waterway in The 
Woodlands Town Center. Jones Jazzy Java, 
owned by Shawn and Tricia Jones, offers 
breakfast, coffee, sandwiches, soups, salads 
and sweets with a taste of New Orleans. 
832-257-9417.  
www.facebook.com/jonesjazzyjava

7  V.VJ. Enterprise, owned by Alfred 
Limani and Vjosa Berisha, offers Chicago 
hot dogs, beef chili dogs, Maxwell Street 
Polish sausages, chips, drinks and ice 
cream at Dr. Alfred’s Hotdog Stand. 
The concession stand is located at One 
Waterway Square Plaza along The 
Woodlands Waterway in The Woodlands 
Town Center.  

8  Global Leader Aquatics opened  July 
14 at 27718 I-45 N., Oak Ridge North. 
The store specializes in saltwater tanks, 
tropical fish and live coral reefs. Owner 
James Anson also offers freshwater tanks, 
aquarium maintenance and set ups.   
281-419-8882. www.glaquatics.com
 
9  BabyCakes,  which opened up its first 

Woodlands location in July at 26119 I-45 
S., offers jumbo or bite-sized cupcakes 
stuffed with mousses, creams or fruits and 
topped with its signature whipped topping. 
Their homemade cupcakes include “The 
Hepburn,” “The Doo Wop,” “The ‘57 
Diner,” “Cup O Joe” and “Wedding Bells,” 
among others. 936-232-3291.  
www.babycakesbakery.net 

Coming Soon

10  Vineyard Vines, which presents a 
custom-designed line of clothing, will join 
Market Street–The Woodlands at 9595 
Six Pines Drive.  Occupying more than 
3,700 square feet, Vineyard Vines is set to 
open this October. Vineyard Vines offers a 
variety of clothing and accessories for men, 

women and children.  
www.vineyardvines.com

11  Kate Spade is scheduled to open this 
fall in Market Street, at 9595 Six Pines 
Drive. The 1,900-square-foot store will 
be located adjacent to Elaine Turner. 
The high-end fashion retailer is known 
worldwide for its bold and stylish designer 
clothing, shoes, accessories, bedding and 
gifts. www.katespade.com

12  Wealth Development Strategies, 
L.P., a financial planning firm based 
out of Houston, will open an office at 21 
Waterway Ave. in early October.  The firm 
offers financial planning, investments and 
life insurance. 713-561-8100.   
www.wealthdevelopmentstrategies.com 

13  Fielding’s Wood Grill will open in 
mid-September at 1699 Research Forest 
Drive, Ste. 130 in Shenandoah. An all-
natural wood grill and rotisserie, Fielding’s 
serves breakfast, lunch and dinner, offering 
10 distinctive Angus burgers, 10 alternative 
burgers, entree salads and other grilled 
foods cooked over Texas Pecan and Oak 
wood. A full bar, Fielding’s serves 18 craft 
beers, 35 types of wine, cocktails that 
change quarterly and alcoholic milkshakes. 
832-616-3275. www.fieldings.com 

14  Urgent Care for Kids, a pediatric care 
company, is bringing its headquarters to 
The Woodlands and opening a pediatric 
clinic in September or October. Urgent 
Care for Kids offers pediatric health care 
services, including basic doctors visits, 
prescriptions, X-rays, care for breaks and 
sprains, stitches, various tests and shots, 
and other services, she said. The clinics 
serve children from newborns to age 18. 
1640 Lake Woodlands Drive.  
281-367-0010. www.urgentcarekids.com

15  LUSH, offering fresh, homemade 
cosmetics for shower and bath, hair, face 
and body, will soon join the more than 
70 upscale retailers and restaurants at 
Market Street at 9595 Six Pines Drive. 
LUSH Cosmetics will occupy a site under 
the Hyatt Hotel with an opening in early 

October. The Market Street newcomer 
touts a philosophy of producing products 
from the freshest, organic items, the finest 
essential oils and the safest synthetics. 
www.lush.com

16  The 50,000-square-foot Woodlands 
Gateway Plaza is under development at 
25190 I-45 N., near Rayford Road and The 
Woodlands. The development was recently 
purchased by a private partnership, which 
plans to redevelop the site as a mixed-
use property. The J. Beard Real Estate 
Company represented the buyer. 

17  Game StyleZ, located at 501 Sawdust 
Road, Ste. G, is slated to open in 
September. The business will offer a Local 
Area Networking gaming center filled 
with computers for both younger and 
older customers as well as food and drink 
items for purchase. Game StyleZ will host 
all-night gaming tournaments for video 
and computer games, such  as League of 
Legends, for those ages 12 years and up 
and birthday parties available to a wider 
age range. www.facebook.com/gamestylez

Expansion

18  Kroger has completed its eight-month 
remodeling process at 2301 Rayford Road, 
Spring. The store offers a wide variety 
of products and services ranging from 
groceries to pharmacy needs.  
832-813-0300. www.kroger.com

In the News

It’s Time Texas, a statewide grassroots 
cause promoting healthy lifestyles, is 
encouraging Texas communities to 
compete to see who is the most dedicated 
to healthy living. As of Sept. 1, individuals, 
businesses, schools and local organizations 
can sign up online and earn points by 
tracking physical activity, hosting health-
themed events and making healthy eating 
choices. 
www.hebcommunitychallenge.com. 
Twitter: @itstime

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
E-mail wdlnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Matt Stephens and Brian Walzel

Manager Brett Dunn helped open Texas Taco Co.  
in August at 6606 FM 1488, Ste. 108.

3

Jones Jazzy Java has opened at One Waterway 
Square Plaza, and offers a variety of coffee drinks.
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BabyCakes brought its distinctive, stuffed cup-
cakes to the area with its first Woodlands location. 
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WHERE SERVICE IS AN
everyday affair

281-364-9799
30340 FM 2978, Ste 800

Terramont Village Shopping Center

www.WoodlandsRugGallery.com

New, New, New!
NEW LOCATION, NEW 10,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM, 

NEW INVENTORY!

        Woodlands Pkwy.

 W
. B

ran
ch

 C
ro

ss
in

g  
    

   T
er

ra
m

on
t D

r.

WALMART

2978

N

WE’VE MOVED! 
PLEASE VISIT US AT OUR 

NEW LOCATION.

AFTER SERVING THE WOODLANDS TOWN CENTER AREA FOR OVER 13 YEARS, 
WOODLANDS ORIENTAL RUG GALLERY HAS RELOCATED TO 

30340 FM 2978, STE 800, TERRAMONT VILLAGE SHOPPING CENTER IN STERLING RIDGE.
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Oak Ridge North prepares for 
future with 2013-14 budget
By Matt Stephens

Although the city of Oak Ridge 
North lowered its property tax 
rate by 5 cents, the city budgeted 
more than $100,000 for planning 
within the 2013-14 budget to 
implement the foundation of Oak 
Ridge North’s recently compiled 
comprehensive plan. 

City Manager Vicky Rudy said 
the city council passed the tax 
rate of .5244 per $100 of prop-
erty valuation for 2013, a 5-cent 
decrease from the 57.44-cent 
rate from a year ago. Despite 
the decrease in the tax rate, the 
budget estimates a 14.2 percent 
increase in property tax rev-
enue, Rudy said. The increase in 
property tax revenue is a result of 
additional commercial property 
value created in the last year. 

With a decrease in the 
appraised value of homes in Oak 
Ridge North, Rudy said the aver-
age homeowner should pay less 
for property taxes in 2014. Based 
on the 2012 median home value 
of $143,350, the average home-
owner would pay $752 in property 
taxes in 2014. 

“[Homeowners] should have 
a significant impact decrease,” 
Rudy said. “[For] commercial the 
valuations went up, and we have a 

lot of new business.”
Rudy said the 2014 budget also 

includes some significant steps 
forward for the city’s recently 
approved comprehensive plan. 
The city’s Economic Development 
Corporation budget includes 
$35,000 for a consultant to com-
pile an open spaces plan, which 
would examine branding, parks, 
trails, sidewalks and conceptu-
alize the city’s proposed town 
center along Robinson Road. 

She said the consultant will 
use input from the community 
to find the best locations for 
certain amenities and infra-
structure, how much they will 
cost and what their effect will 
be. A conceptual plan for a town 
center can also help the city 
implement building require-
ments prior to development. 

“It’s more planning and it’s 
frustrating, because you kind of 
want to see results,” she said. “But 
you don’t want to put a sidewalk 
somewhere where, in the end, you 
really didn’t want a sidewalk. It’s 
tempting to say, ‘Oh, let’s put a 
splash pad in the park.’ And then 
you put it there, and you don’t 
have enough parking.”

With a plan in place a year 
from now, Rudy said the city may 

FINANCIAL

has not been approved. She said 
the money could be paid back 
through a future hotel occu-
pancy tax. 

Although the EDC did not 
include funding for it within the 
2014 budget, Rudy said the city 
plans to send out a request for 
qualifications for a consultant to 
work with the city on establishing 
a Tax Increment Reinvestment 
Zone, a funding mechanism to 
help pay for infrastructure. Rudy 
said the TIRZ could improve 
the city’s economic development 
opportunities. 

“The increase in value [that 
developers] bring to the property 
could pay them back,” Rudy said. 
“It’s an incentive for them to 
develop the area, a way of financ-
ing infrastructure.”

Aside from comprehensive 
plan initiatives, Rudy said there 
were not many changes to the 
2014 budget from the previous 

year’s budget. The only signifi-
cant increases came in city staff’s 
salary and benefits, which rose 
mostly because of inflation and 
keeping up with salary adjust-
ments, Rudy said. The budget 
did not fund raises for all city 
employees. 

The city’s projected sales tax 
revenue is also conservative, 
Rudy said, as the 2014 budget 
anticipates the same sales tax 
revenue as is estimated to be 
received this year. The city antic-
ipates an 8.3 percent increase in 
sales tax revenue from the 2013 
budgeted amount. 

“We are not expecting any 
more increases, so we fully expect 
to see them,” she said. “We think 
a lot will happen in the next year, 
but it takes a lot of time for these 
projects to come in and actu-
ally take hold. So we like to stay 
conservative and not count our 
chickens before they hatch.”

$0.10

$0.30

$0.20

$0.40

$0.50

CONROE

42.00 
CENTS

MAGNOLIA

47.86
CENTS

MONTGOMERY

41.55
CENTS

OAK RIDGE 
NORTH

52.44
CENTS

SHENANDOAH

26.64
CENTS

WILLIS

53.63 
CENTS

*Tax rates are per $100 valuation.

PROPERTY TAX  
BY THE PENNIES

The following chart compares the property 2013 property 
tax rates of several cities in Montgomery County. 

WHERE DO YOUR 
TAX DOLLARS GO?

This graphic below shows a few significant budgeted items in the 
city of Oak Ridge North’s 2013-14 budget.

for a Public Spaces Plan to determine 
the best use of land within Oak Ridge 

North, including a possible town center, parks and pathways. 
$35,000 

for an ETJ 
Feasibility Plan 

to determine the feasibility of expansion 
and annexation outside of the city’s limits. 

$20,000 for the South 
Montgomery 

County Mobility Plan to determine area 
mobility improvements.

$25,000 

to help construct a possible hotel 
and convention center with money 

that could be paid back through a future hotel occupancy tax. 

$535,000 

for a Freeway 
Landscape Plan 

to determine landscaping along I-45 
within the city’s limits. 

$25,000 

be able to begin some projects 
next year. The city may even be 
able to begin projects before the 
2015 budget cycle, but money for 
those projects would come from 
capital improvement money and 
will not be accounted for in the 
2014 budget. 

Rudy said the EDC’s 2014 bud-
get also contains $535,000 for 
a contract for a potential hotel 
and convention center, which the 
city is currently negotiating and 
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 Investing in Commercial Real Estate
By: Josh Feinberg, The J. Beard Real Estate Company

P A I D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Je�  Beard, CCIM
President

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

Investment in commercial real estate is a popular topic in today’s marketplace, buoyed by avid interest from potential tenants, strong 

employment numbers, and the availability of private equity and institutional capital infusions. O� ering a relatively higher rate of return and 

diversifi cation, commercial real estate investment can provide investors with successful additions to their portfolios.

The decision to invest in commercial real estate is a unique one. Compared to more traditional investments, such as stocks or bonds, 

commercial real estate assets have distinctive di� erences, including barriers to entry, ongoing management, specifi c lending requirements, 

illiquidity of investable capital, and the signifi cant time and e� ort associated with any acquisition or disposition. 

A common commercial real estate investment purchase in the immediate market usually ranges between $2 million and $10 million. 

These can be existing o�  ce buildings, retail centers, multi-tenant warehouse or fl ex facilities, and in some cases, commercial land for 

development. Given current fi nancing available, investors are typically fi nancing between 50 percent and 75 percent of the total purchase 

price. 

The valuation of a purchase is extremely important and should involve in-depth discussions between the buyer and seller and their 

representatives, attorneys and partners, if applicable. Investors often evaluate commercial real estate investments based an overall 

capitalization rate, or “CAP” rate, which is the ratio of the current net operating income versus the contemplated sale price. Likely one of 

the most misunderstood and often misleading measurements of risk and return, the CAP rate can be infl uenced greatly by a number of 

factors, including lease provisions that include rental steps or lease expirations, changes in occupancy, or the perceived creditworthiness 

of the tenancy.  

Another basis investors use to analyze returns is the “cash-on-cash” return, which measures the investor’s anticipated returned cash fl ow 

versus the amount of equity invested. This cash-on-cash rate takes into account any fi nancing used, along with the associated debt service 

or other capital costs, such as lease-up or tenant improvements. 

The graph below illustrates the basics on the average CAP rates paid for a variety of assets in our immediate market over the past 12 

months. As a rule of thumb, lower risk assets (i.e., well-leased and well-located Class “A” properties or those high-quality projects leased 

with investment grade tenants) demonstrate the lowest CAP rates, whereas commercial real estate assets perceived as riskier due to weak 

tenants, poor lease terms, or inferior buildings or locations, generally result in higher CAP rates.

Given the risk and potential pitfalls of investing in commercial real estate, the decision to purchase property is best undertaken with the 

help of an experienced team of real estate professionals, including lenders, attorneys, architects, engineers, and brokers. At The J. Beard 

Real Estate Company, we use our extensive market knowledge 

and business relationships to work closely with our clients to 

identify assets that meet their specifi c goals and criteria. By 

carefully evaluating pricing assumptions, valuations, fi nancing 

strategies and factors a� ecting the investment – whether it is 

long-term placement of capital or a short-term development – 

we take our clients’ goals into consideration in conjunction with 

the current market. 

For all your commercial real estate needs, The J. Beard Real 

Estate Company is here to point you in the right direction. 

Please contact our team of qualifi ed professionals at 

281-367-2220 or visit our website at www.jbeardcompany.com.

INSIGHT.
LEADERSHIP.
EXPERTISE.

Josh Feinberg

Commercial Real 
Estate Leaders

LANDLORD & TENANT 
REPRESENTATION

SITE ACQUISITION

SALES & LEASING

REAL ESTATE CONSULTING

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
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Bay Area

Katy

Texas Medical Center
Sugar Land

The Woodlands

FindYourMDAnderson.comAppointments Available 713.745.9940

in The Woodlands
Making Cancer History®

MD Anderson is Making Cancer History® in The Woodlands.  
Our team of the world’s leading cancer experts is focused 
only on you and your cancer. We can guide you through 
advanced MD Anderson treatment options including surgery, 
radiation, chemotherapy, clinical trials and support services. 
We’ll customize a plan just for you and keep you close to your 
friends and family. Choose MD Anderson in The Woodlands. 
Find Your MD Anderson today.

Facebook.com/MDAndersonTheWoodlands
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LSCS trustees approve new Creekside campus in budget
By Brian Walzel 

The Lone Star College System is plan-
ning to build a new campus in the Village 
of Creekside Park in The Woodlands even 
though plans for the campus were seem-
ingly scrapped after a May bond election 
failed. 

The LSCS board of trustees voted in 
July to approve a $296 million bud-
get for the 2013-14 year, a budget that 
includes $36.3 million for the new 
Creekside campus.

Laura Morris, associate vice chancellor 
for market and communication for LSCS, 
said the new 85,000-square-foot campus 
will be on West New Harmony Trail, west 
of Kuykendahl Road. She said construc-
tion could begin next fall. 

EDUCATION

and other projects, this would be nothing 
more than going against the will of the 
voters in May.”

Scott said he did not know enough 
details regarding the demand for the facil-
ity or what types of classes will be offered.

“What we don’t know is if there is a 
need for [the campus] or a demand for 
it,” Scott said. “So while I understand the 
intuition that we need it, without hard 
data, I have a really tough time approv-
ing something that’s not substantiated by 
hard data.”

Trustee David Vogt voted in favor of the 
bond, and he said there is an increased 
demand for a campus in Creekside.

“We expect to see a lot of demand 
there,” he said. “That is an area of growth 
for The Woodlands and also an area of 
growth for all of those other communi-
ties, and [the location of the campus] is 
real close to the ExxonMobil campus.”

Vogt said the revenue generated will 
come from higher fees for business 
training. He said student fees will not be 
increased to pay for the bond. 

According to LSCS, a higher demand 
for workforce training programs is also 
driving the need for the Creekside center. 

“We do training for a lot of businesses,” 
Vogt said. “We offer technical training 
for laboratories, and there is still a huge 

 Associate of Arts

 Associate of Science

 Associate Degrees Programs:
         Business

         Computer Science

         Criminal Justice

         Music

         Speech Communication

 Continuing Education

 High School Programs

 Professional Development

 Veterans Affairs

 Career and Technology Education

 International Programs

Visit www.lonestar.edu for more info. 

Lone Star College System at a glance - programs offered
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PROPOSED LOCATION

Cost: $36.3 million

As part of its 2013-14 budget, the Lone Star 
College System has approved plans to build a 
new campus in the Village of Creekside Park in 
The Woodlands. 

LSC-Creekside Center

Size: 85,000 square feet
Available land for campus: 15 acres
Estimated construction date: Fall 2014

New Creekside Center 
location is yet to be 

announced. 

The Creekside campus was initially part 
of a $497 million bond package brought 
to voters in a May bond election. Vot-
ers rejected the bond proposal, with 55.6 
percent opposing the plan.

According to LSCS, the new Creekside 
campus will be funded by revenue bonds. 
Revenue bonds are bonds paid for by the 
revenue a facility or program generates 
through its user fees. 

Kyle Scott, who opposed the bond and 
was voted into Position 2 on the LSCS 
board in May, also voted against the 2013-
14 budget.

“I voted against the budget in its 
entirety because it did contain the rev-
enue bonds,” Scott said. “The argument 
is, if the voters had approved that project, 

demand for welders.”
Vogt said the costs incurred by corpo-

rate training will be used to pay down the 
bond money used to fund the campus.

“Specific programming for the Creek-
side Center has not been completed yet, 
and initial project funding will determine 
space design requirements based on pro-
gramming needs, which are anticipated 
to be a mix of general academics and 
workforce programs,” Morris said.
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Township election to feature one contested race
By Matt Stephens

Chairman Bruce Tough and 
Vice Chairwoman Peggy Haus-
man are running unopposed, but 
The Woodlands Township Board 
of Directors will see at least one 
new representative following the 
upcoming Nov. 5 election. 

With Position 5 incumbent 
Nelda Blair opting not to run for 
re-election, first-time candidates 
John McMullan and Jason Rocha 
will vie for her position. Rocha, 
27, has lived in the area much 
of his life and will graduate in 
December from the University of 
Houston with a double degree in 
economics and political science. 

“I feel like this is the best time 
to get into politics, especially in a 
community like The Woodlands, 
where the population is growing 
so quickly,” Rocha said. 

The youngest candidate to ever 
run for the board, Rocha said he 
believes he can help bridge the 
demographic gap between the 
older and younger residents of 
the community. Rocha said he 
hopes to preserve the quality of 
life and services for future gen-
erations in The Woodlands. 

“What are we doing with the 
land we have and how do we 
preserve the quality of life [is 
important], maintaining parks 
that we have and maintain-
ing the recreational and green 
spaces,” Rocha said. 

McMullan said he was an 
early supporter of Sen. Ted Cruz, 
whose advice he took to heart in 
running for the township board 
of directors. 

“Time and time again, I heard 
the senator say that if you’re 
interested in the community, get 
off the couch and get engaged,” 
McMullan said. “This is a com-
munity I love. I’m at the point 
in my life where I feel like I have 
something to offer.”

He said he believes he is 
uniquely qualified for the posi-
tion, having worked for 14 years 
in the private sector, running 
legal and human resources 
departments for an energy 
company. McMullan said he has 
experience managing budgets, 
and he believes his knowledge 
of the energy industry could be 
an asset to The Woodlands. 

McMullan cited the commu-
nity’s quality of life and trans-
portation concerns as top issues 
he hopes to address if elected. 

“We need to intelligently man-
age our growth,” he said. “I’m 
excited about the opportunity to 
serve this community, and the 
response I’m getting hasn’t been 
good—it’s been tremendous.”

Hausman said she was aston-
ished no one ran against her in 
the election. She was elected to 
the board in 2008 and re-elected 
in 2011. 

“I’m shocked, and I’m hum-
bled,” Hausman said. “This is not 
an apathetic community. This 
is a vibrant community. I think 
they care, and I hope people 
think that I care.”

She said she is excited to serve 
the community over the next 
two years, and she believes the 
board will continue to discuss 
the future of the The Wood-
lands’ governance and address 
congested roads throughout the 
growing community. 

Tough was also surprised to 
run unopposed. He was first 

elected to the board in 2008 and 
has served as the board’s chair-
man since 2010. 

The chairman said he has 
served the community for 14 
years, and he believes the present 
is the most exciting time in the 
community’s history. 

“We have the most accelerated 
growth, the highest population 
and the most development,” 
Tough said. “We’re closing in 
on our buildout, so continu-
ing to provide the services and 
infrastructure to our residents is 
critically important.”
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aug. 26: Deadline for candidates to file

sept. 6:  first day to apply for ballot by mail 

oct. 7: Last day to register to vote

oct. 21: first day of early voting by personal appearance

oct. 25: Last day to apply for ballot by mail

nov. 1: Last day of early voting by personal appearance

nov. 5: Election Day

Important election dates
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Water pipeline installation continues along Research Forest Drive
By Brian Walzel 

Installation of water pipelines along 
Research Forest Drive is in full swing and 
area drivers should expect to see lane clo-
sures on one of the most heavily traveled 
roads in The Woodlands over the next 
several months.

The San Jacinto River Authority is 
moving forward with installation of 55 
miles of pipeline from Lake Conroe south 
throughout The Woodlands and east 
throughout Conroe in its efforts to meet 
state requirements that the area reduce its 

reliance on groundwater by 30 percent by 
Jan. 1, 2016. 

One of the areas that will see a lane 
closure is a three-mile stretch of Research 
Forest Drive between Alden Bridge Drive 
and Shadowbend Place. Mark Smith, 
Groundwater Reduction Plan administra-
tor, said the right lane of eastbound traffic 
will be closed while crews install a pipeline 
beneath the roadway. The left lane will not 
be closed within the three-mile segment.

Smith said the project should be com-
pleted by the end of the year.

However, lanes in front of The Wood-
lands High School will not be closed until 
next summer.

“We’re skipping that section because 
we cannot be working during school,” 
Smith said.

Construction on the segment in front of 
The Woodlands High School will com-
mence in May 2014, with an expected 
completion date of August 2014. 

“It is a tight window, but the contractor 
there will already be mobilized and will 
have already installed thousands of feet 

of pipe,” Smith said. “They will be able to 
make quick work of it.”

As crews work to install pipeline near 
the Cochran’s Crossing Village Center 
seven of the nine entrances to the shop-
ping center will be closed at various 
times, Smith said.

Up-to-date information regarding the 
status of lane closures and construction 
progress is available on the SJRA’s website 
at www.sjra.net, as well as on The Wood-
lands Township’s website at  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov.
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The right lane of a three-mile stretch of Research Forest Drive between Alden Bridge Drive and Shadowbend 
Place will be closed as crews install pipeline. The lane will be closed until January, according to the SJRA.LANE CLOSURES | Research Forest Dr. |

Cochrans 
Crossing Dr.

The section of Research Forest Drive at 
The Woodlands High School will not see 
construction or lane closures until May 2014. 

Proposed Water Line 

CLOSEDOPENOPENOPEN

WESTBOUND TRAFFIC EASTBOUND TRAFFIC

Family Practice
Sabari Sundarraj, MD  
33300 Egypt Lane
Suite A400 
Magnolia, TX 77354 
936-266-4440

Obstetrics & Gynecology
Sara Gibson, MD 
Terri Scott, MD 
Ferenc Markos, MD  
John Williams, DO
17198 St. Luke’s Way 
Suite 440  
The Woodlands, TX 77384 
936-266-2500

Orthopedic Surgery 
Clay Fisher, MD 
17450 St. Luke’s Way 
Suite 340  
The Woodlands TX 77384 
936-266-2650

Otolaryngology (ENT) 
Michael Briscoe, Jr., MD
17350 St. Luke’s Way 
Suite 310  
The Woodlands TX 77384 
936-266-2630

 Faithful, Loving Care®

StLukesWoodlandsDoctorGroup.com

Source: San Jacinto River Authority

The 
Woodlands
High School 
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Officials push for construction of 
Grand Parkway, I-45 direct connector
By Matt Stephens

While the construction of segments F1, 
F2 and G of Grand Parkway continues 
just south of Montgomery County, county 
officials and legislators are supporting the 
funding of a westbound to northbound 
connector from Grand Parkway to I-45. 
The direct connector was not planned for 
construction by the Texas Department of 
Transportation until 2037. 

Montgomery County Precinct 3 Com-
missioner James Noack said planning 
was completed for all eight direct connec-
tors between Grand Parkway and I-45, 
but funding was only provided for two 
direct connectors in this first phase of 
construction. Noack said a westbound to 
northbound connector was not approved 
because initial studies may have underes-
timated the traffic volume and suggested 
there would not be significant new devel-
opment in the area. 

“The study was done in 2008 and 2009, 
and obviously a lot has happened since then 
in terms of ExxonMobil and the explosion 
on the east side of I-45,” Noack said. 

TxDOT public information officer 
Raquelle Lewis said the current con-
struction contract with Zachry-Ode-
brecht only includes funding for the 

southbound to westbound and east-
bound to northbound direct connectors 
at I-45. Lewis said TxDOT conducted a 
traffic and revenue study to determine 
whether the toll revenue created by the 
traffic volumes would be enough to 
pay for construction of a westbound to 
northbound direct connector. 

“The findings indicate that the expected 
traffic volumes for these direct connec-
tors would not generate the toll revenues 
[income] required to justify construction at 
this time,” Lewis said. 

Noack said the project could cost $20 
million and would need to be paid for 
by TxDOT. He said he is working with 
TxDOT Commissioner Jeff Moseley, Rep. 
Steve Toth, R-The Woodlands, and Rep. 
Brandon Creighton, R-Conroe, to resolve 
the issue and find funding during the first 
phase of construction. 

“We have a desperate need for this con-
nection in the South Montgomery County 
area to alleviate severe congestion cur-
rently being experienced on local roads, 
such as Rayford and Sawdust roads,” Toth 
said in a letter to Moseley. “This congestion 
is a direct result of the additional 11,000 
residential lots, along with numerous com-
mercial improvements in the immediate 

TRANSPORTATION

area east of the intersection.”
Sen. Tommie Williams, R-The Wood-

lands, said TxDOT is performing a traffic 
study on the region to determine whether 
the estimates from previous studies are 
accurate, and he will wait for the results 
of the study to decide whether he will 
support the project. 

“If the [previous] estimates are accurate, 
they would not support building a direct 
connector,” Williams said. “All I want 
are all the facts on the table. And if they 

support a direct connector, I’ll support the 
project.”

Williams said he spearheaded legisla-
tion for the funding of the Grand Parkway 
in the last legislative session. However, he 
wants to ensure funding spent on traffic 
projects are spent in the right areas of the 
county. 

“There’s other areas with congestion 
where we could use that $20 million,” Wil-
liams said. “I want to get the most bang for 
our buck.”

99

45

9945 &
DIRECT CONNECTORS

TxDOT has plans for eight direct connectors between 
I-45 and the Grand Parkway, but funding has only 
been provided for two in the first phase of construc-
tion. Local officials hope TxDOT will fund a westbound 
to northbound flyover within the first phase, estimated 
to cost $20 million. 

Funded flyovers:  
Funding provided for  
flyovers in current  
construction phase. 

Planned flyover: No funding has 
been provided for this project 
which may not be constructed 
until 2037.
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iGoPINK.org

Saturday, September 14, 2013
The Woodlands, TX

PRESENTING SPONSOR

Friday, October 25, 2013
The Marriott – Woodlands 

Waterway, The Woodlands, TX

PRESENTING SPONSOR

REGISTER NOW AT

iGoPINK.org
REGISTER NOW AT

4th Annual iGoPink
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Springwoods Village plans Town Center

Shenandoah approves budget, tax rate

By Liza Winkler
On Aug. 6, Coventry Development Cor-

poration Houston Inc. announced specific 
plans for development of Phase 1 of the 
Springwoods Village Town Center, set to 
begin construction in early 2014. 

Phase 1 plans include construction on 
250 apartments, a hotel, office space and 
up to 100,000 square feet of retail space. 
The new center will be near the planned 
Town Lake with a public outdoor plaza 
and water feature, adjacent to the Exxon-
Mobil campus under construction on the 
west side of I-45. The town center will be 
in the $10 billion, 1,800-acre Springwoods 
Village. 

“We’re projecting [town center con-
struction to be complete] some time 
in the second half of 2015,” said Keith 
Simon, executive vice president of Coven-
try. “There will be a substantial popula-
tion living in the Springwoods Village in 

the second half of 2015. By 2015, about 
12,000 employees and about 1,200 resi-
dents [will be in the area].”

Fein Construction is in charge of con-
structing the high-end apartment com-
plexes along Lake Plaza Drive with retail 
space on the ground floor of the property. 
The company is building an additional 
342-unit Belvedere apartment complex in 
Springwoods Village on Holzwarth Road.

Woodbine Development Corporation 
will spearhead plans for the soon-to-be-
announced hotel coming to the town cen-
ter. Simon said there are future plans to 
construct more hotels in the town center. 

Patrinely Group is expected to build 
potentially 1 million square feet of space 
at the town center with retail stores in the 
ground floors. The company is also devel-
oping a 515,000-square-foot headquarters 
for Southwestern Energy, scheduled to be 
completed in late 2014.

By Matt Stephens
Despite lowering its property tax rate 

by more than 4.7 cents from last year, 
the city of Shenandoah anticipates no 
decrease in property tax revenue and 
approved more than $900,000 in capital 
projects with its 2013-14 budget. 

The Shenandoah City Council approved 
the 2013-14 budget and a 2013 property 
tax rate of 26.64 cents per $100 valuation. 
Shenandoah Finance Director Jennifer 
Calvert said the city anticipates identical 
property tax revenue from the 2012-13 
budget thanks to an increase in property 
value from $548 million to $610 million. 

Calvert credited new homes in Parkgate 
Reserve and Tuscany Woods, the Sun-
ningdale retirement community and new 
restaurants with the increase in value. She 

also credited the new retail development 
for a 7 percent increase in estimated sales 
tax revenue within the budget from what 
the city anticipates it will receive in the 
2012-13 fiscal year. 

The approved budget includes $545,000 
in general fund capital projects and 
$384,000 for capital projects that are paid 
through water and sewer fees. Shenan-
doah City Administrator Greg Smith said 
he was pleased the city was able to lower 
property taxes while improving services, 
increasing staff salaries and not raising 
city fees. 

“From what we can tell, we will be the 
lowest property tax rate [in Montgomery 
County] for a full-service municipal-
ity,” Smith said. “We continue to provide 
services at a reduced cost.” 

NEWS BRIEFS
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Construction will begin on Phase 1 of the Springwoods Village Town Center in early 2014. 

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. Price, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials or 
availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. Illustrations are artist’s depictions 
only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2013 David Weekley Homes – All Rights Reserved. 
Houston, TX (HOUA52412)

Own a luxurious new David Weekley home in The Woodlands’ 
premiere community: Enclave at East Shore. Priced from the $520s, 
these homes feature the best in Design, Choice and Service from a 
builder known for giving you more. 

For more information, contact us at  

713-364-4075

Enclave at
East Shore
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Low Country Ln

Here, you’ll enjoy: 
• Detached, 3-story homes
• Direct access to Lake              
   Woodlands for hiking,  
   biking and boating
• Exclusive community  
   recreation pavilion
• Shopping, dining and     
   entertainment nearby 

Your dream home awaits!

Enclave at East Shore: Final Opportunities Remain

Luxurious Living.  
   Prestigious  Woodlands Address.



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com18  news

Astrodome renovation proposal to be 
placed on November ballot 
By Marie Leonard

Voters in Harris County will have a 
chance to weigh in this November on a 
proposal that calls for repurposing the 
Astrodome. The Commissioners Court 
voted unanimously Aug. 13 to place the 
item—which will require a future tax 
increase—on the ballot for public approval. 

If approved, the measure would allow 
the county to issue up to $217 million in 
bonds to finance the redesign and rede-
velopment of the Astrodome. The exact 
property tax increase amount necessary to 
pay off the bonds has not been determined, 
but it could be about half a cent.

The county’s budget office recommended 
the future tax increase after studying the 
existing debt. Since 2000, Harris County 
has installed a large amount of infra-
structure because of population growth. 
Those infrastructure additions brought the 
county’s debt to about $2.5 billion, but they 
did not require a tax increase, county bud-
get officer Bill Jackson said. Additionally, 
the county lowered the tax rate by a penny 
during that time period.

For property owners who qualify for a 
homestead exemption—including Har-
ris County residents—the tax increase 
for a $200,000 home would be about $8 

annually if the measure is approved, Jack-
son said. The increase would most likely 
take effect in 2015. 

In June, the Harris County Sports and 
Convention Corporation unveiled the 
proposal for the Astrodome, dubbed the 
New Dome Experience. The plan calls for 
redeveloping the nearly 50-year-old facility 
and turning it into a space for community 
and sporting events, festivals and confer-
ences. The Houston Livestock Show and 
Rodeo could also use the facility to move 
some of its outdoor events inside.

“The Astrodome has special significance 
to many members of our community, 
whether you were born here and raised 
here, or whether you came as a visitor and 
inherited a love for the building and city,” 
said Willie Loston, executive director of 
the Harris County Sports and Convention 
Corporation. “There is a great interest in 
this building.” 

If voters approve the ballot measure, the 
repurposing will take about 30 months 
to complete, which would be in time for 
Houston to host the 2017 Super Bowl at 
Reliant Park. 

“For all those who care about the future 
of the Dome one way or the other, go 
forth,” County Judge Ed Emmett said. “It’s 

COUNTY 

important for people pro and con to start 
looking into the details and talking about 
it as an issue.” 

A second item on the county’s bond 
election includes a joint processing center 
between the city of Houston and Harris 
County to alleviate overcrowding in the 
county jail system. The measure would 
not require a tax increase, and the center 
would be located at San Jacinto and Baker 

streets, near the existing county jail. 
“This public safety project will avoid 

current costly duplications of city and 
county operations,” sheriff Adrian Garcia 
said. “It will help us book inmates into jail 
faster and make the release of those who 
are legally allowed to be released more 
efficient, saving taxpayers’ money.” 

Early voting is Oct. 21–Nov. 1. Election 
Day is Nov. 5. 

TRANSFORMING THE DOME
If voters in Harris County approve a bond election this November, the Astrodome will be redeveloped and preserved 
as a space to host various events, ranging from sports to exhibitions to community events.

Reliant Stadium Astrodome

Reliant Center
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Event Experience-The 
redevelopment will 
provide a place for fans 
to gather prior to events.  

Security Check  
Security Boarder  
Ticket Check 
Event Area 

Fan Activity 
Food & Beverage 
Entertainment

Sponsor Activation-This area 
will provide sponsors with a 
space to deliver marketing and 
advertising campaigns.
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* To qualify for the tote bag, a new Wells Fargo consumer checking customer must open and fund a new eligible Wells Fargo Checking Package checking account with a $50 minimum opening deposit. 
All consumer Wells Fargo Checking Packages® are eligible for the tote bag. See banker for checking package details. Checking package checking account must be funded at account opening. Offer valid 
August 1-31, 2013, only or while supplies last. Offer only available at participating Wells Fargo banking locations in Texas and New Mexico. Offer may not be combined with any other offer. Wells Fargo 
team members are not eligible. Limit one tote bag per customer. Customer will receive the tote bag (contents pictured are not included) at the time of opening and funding the new Wells Fargo Checking 
Package checking account. 

** For more information, please see the applicable Account Agreement for liability on unauthorized transactions and instructions for reporting unauthorized 
use and other limitations.
Printed materials expire on August 31, 2013.
© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC.

At Wells Fargo, our checking packages are designed to simplify your everyday finances so enjoying life is in the bag. Open a new Wells Fargo 
Checking Package® and receive an oversized tote bag to use for whatever you need—grocery trips, a mobile office, or outings with the kids.* 
It’s versatile enough to come in handy for just about anything.

With a Wells Fargo Checking Package, you can get what you need to help you manage your money.
 § Convenient access to your accounts online, through mobile, or text banking or at more than 12,000 ATMs coast to coast
 § More security with Zero Liability Protection on promptly reported unauthorized transactions with your Wells Fargo Debit or Credit Card**

Plus, with more than 160 years of experience, we’re focused on providing personalized options to help you achieve your financial goals.

Together, we can find the Wells Fargo Checking Package that best fits your needs, so talk with us today. 

A bank to help meet your financial needs and a bag to keep everything else

FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our Woodlands market website.  Full stories online at impactnews.com

Stories also available on our mobile 
app  for Android and iPhone

Stockton praises Conroe ISD 
before start of school year 

Montgomery County reports 
first case of West Nile virus 

Event aims to educate teens 
on social media dangers

By Matt Stephens
Conroe ISD Superintendent Don Stockton praised 

the school district and its faculty for the district’s test 
scores, ratings, lower property tax rate and impact on 
students’ lives throughout Montgomery County. 

“In this district, every child is important to us, and 
we need to make sure every child needs to succeed,” 
Stockton said. 

Hundreds of Conroe ISD teachers and faculty filled 
the auditorium at The Woodlands Church the morn-
ing of Aug. 22. With less than a week until the first day 
of school for students throughout the district Aug. 26, 
Stockton painted a picture of the school district and 
how it compares with districts around the state. 

By Matt Stephens
Montgomery County officials are urging residents 

to take measures to reduce the likelihood of mosquito 
bites after the first local case of the West Nile Virus in 
2013 was reported Aug. 16. 

The Montgomery County Hospital District 
announced the first reported case was a 48-year-old 
resident of north Montgomery County who was “doing 
well,” according to a news release. Symptoms of the 
West Nile Virus—a disease spread through mosquitos 
bites—include flu-like symptoms with a moderate to 
high fever, headache, muscle weakness, fatigue and 
nausea, while severe signs include seizures, paralysis 
and respiratory symptoms. 

By Matt Stephens
The upcoming Come Together Tour event hopes to 

educate teenagers on the dangers of social media and 
encourage them to use those sites in a positive way. 

The Come Together Tour will be 6:30—8:30 p.m. 
Oct. 1 at the Woodlands Church at 1 Fellowship Drive 
in The Woodlands. Travis Kilway, public relations 
representative for the nonprofit organization, said the 
event will feature speakers such as stress relief expert 
Lauren Miller, motivational speaker Les Brown, author 
Edie Hand and Mike Lavender, MC for the LA Galaxy.  

“They’re mainly going to focus on using social media 
for a positive instead of a negative,” Kilway said. 

The event will also honor the J.J. Watt Foundation 
with the Community Achievement Award for their ser-
vice to the community. The Come Together Tour will 
provide prizes and live music from pop artist Melanie 
Taylor. Admission is $5, and attendees are asked to 
bring a nonperishable food item to donate to the Mont-
gomery County Food Bank. 

According to the Come Together Tour website, the 
group’s mission is to “inspire teens to use social media 
in a positive and responsible way and get involved in 
their communities by mentoring them to build social 
self-esteem, awareness and leadership.” 

For more information on the organization and the 
event, go to the website at www.cometogethertour.com. 
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It's not too late  
to Get Started!

Classes are still  
available with our  

Late Start schedule.

Register online or on campus 
www.LoneStar.edu/late-start

Open DoorsLoneStar.edu

Start here.
Transfer anywhere.

3200 College Park Dr. • Conroe, TX 77384 • 936.273.7000

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for complete details. Not valid with any other offer or previously written contracts. $5,000 Decorator Allowance offer only valid for Homebuyers who purchase a David 
Weekley home in the Houston communities of Auburn Lakes and Liberty Branch in Creekside between September 1, 2013, and September 30, 2013. Offer must be presented to Sales Consultant prior to signing 
of contract. Decorator Selections must be made through the David Weekley Homes’ Design Center in Houston, TX. Homebuyer must pay for any Decorator Selections in excess of the incentive amount. David 
Weekley Homes reserves the right to terminate program or change rules at any time. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials or availability of homes or communities are subject to change 
without notice or obligation. Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2013 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved. Houston, TX (HOUA52050)

Enjoy Up to 
$5,000

45

1960

249

2920

 

ExxonMobil

Woodlands Pkwy.
Goslind Rd.
Kuykendahl Rd.

Woodlands Pkwy.

Kuykendahl Rd.
G

oslind R
d.

Find Your Dream Home in One of These Great Communities...

     Liberty Branch in Creekside From the $550s
Parks and greenspace • village center • water amenities
98 W. Sawyer Ridge 
The Woodlands, TX 77389
281-249-7790

1      Auburn Lakes From the low $400s
Klein ISD schools • clubhouse • Willow Creek Golf Club
6806 Auburn Sands Drive
Spring, TX 77389
281-249-7715

2

See hundreds of award-winning floor plans, take a virtual tour, and much more at…
Model home coming soon! 

Up to 

$5,000 

in Decorator 

Selections!
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Montgomery County 
considers jail expansion
By Matt Stephens  

The Montgomery County 
Commissioners Court has cre-
ated a committee to examine 
how to expand a jail system that 
is nearing its maximum capacity. 

Randy McDaniel, deputy chief 
for the Montgomery County 
Sheriff’s Office, said the inmate 
population has increased about 
60 percent over the last eight 
years and is adding 10 more pris-
oners per day this year than last 
year. McDaniel said an inmate’s 
average stay in the jail is also 
longer than it was a year ago. 

McDaniel attributed some of 
the inmate population increase 
to Montgomery County judges 
issuing stricter sentences and the 
housing of Texas Department 
of Corrections inmates at the 
county jail. He also attributed 
the growth to overall population 
increases countywide. 

“I think there are a number of 
trends that contribute to this,” he 
said. “Obviously, the greater the 
population growth, the greater 
number of crimes, the greater 

the number of arrests.”
The jail is already nearing 

its maximum, McDaniel said, 
with about 1,240 beds of the 
maximum 1,253 beds in use as of 
August. Although Montgomery 
County can move inmates to 
other counties’ jails with empty 
beds, he said Montgomery 
County has to pay for the prison-
ers. Medical costs and costs to 
transport the inmates makes it 
an expensive alternative. 

“It is certainly problematic 
that you have to move prisoners 
to another facility and you still 
have to return prisoners to their 
court appearances,” he said. 
“And at some point in time, it 
does become ineffective to have 
to deal with that.” 

McDaniel said the county is 
considering an expansion of the 
current jail of anywhere from 
one to four extra floors, with 
each floor capable of housing 
another 168 prisoners. Add-
ing four floors could cost $18 
million, he said, which does not 
include the personnel required 

PUBLIC SAFETY

to monitor the extra prisoners. 
The county could also build 

another jail with 1,200-1,500 
beds, which McDaniel said could 
cost as much as $50 million. 

“That’s going to be up to com-
missioners court to decide what 
the most cost effective route is,” 
he said. 

Precinct 3 Commissioner 
James Noack, member of the jail 
expansion committee, said the 

county already has $13 million 
from the recent sale of the Joe 
Corley Detention Facility to use 
for the jail expansion. Noack 
said adding additional floors to 
the building would completely 
build out the jail and expressed 
concern the jail could reach its 
capacity again in a few years. 

“We have a jail that was built 
in 1985,” he said. “To continue to 
piecemeal this together, I don’t 

know if it’s wise to put another 
$15 million into an aging build-
ing in a time when the county is 
only going to grow.”

Noack said the county could 
also construct a new facility, 
perhaps one that could house a 
courthouse. He said the com-
mittee held its first meeting in 
August, and he hopes to study 
the inmate growth to find the 
best long-term solution. 

Expanding Lock-Up
The Montgomery County Jail is nearing capacity, and county commissioners are considering either expanding the current 
jail or building a new one. 

*one inmate icon represents 5 inmates

*One window represents approximately 60 inmates

 Average number of inmates added per day in Montgomery County Jail

 Costs for possible jail expansion 

 Montgomery County Jail capacity Additional beds from expansion

2012

55
2013

65

$13 Million $18 Million $50 Million
Available for jail expansion  Estimated cost to add four floors  Estimated cost for new jail housing 1,200-1,500 beds 

1,253
1,240

Maximum number of inmates 
at Montgomery County Jail

Current number of inmates in 
jail as of August 

Additional beds added 
per additional floor

168

Additional floors being 
considered

1-4
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Wealth Development Strategies, L.P., one of Houston’s oldest 
comprehensive fi nancial planning fi rms, has announced that 
it will offi cially open a Woodlands offi ce at 21 Waterway on 
October 1st. WDS offers contemporary personalized solutions 
for individuals and business professionals who wish to pro-
tect, grow and effi ciently distribute their wealth. The Houston 
offi ce of the boutique fi rm currently consists of twenty-six 
associates who combine extensive fi nancial experience and 
expertise to affect personalized client solutions. 

“We have wanted to expand into The Woodlands for several 
years now”, said Cheryl D. Creuzot, CFP, J.D., LL.M, MBA, a 
thirty year industry veteran and President and Chief Executive 
Offi cer of Wealth Development Strategies, L.P., “but we want-
ed to fi nd the right leadership. We are excited to announce 
that Dan L. Bates, CLU, ChFC will lead our offi ce here.  Dan 
has thirty-four years of fi nancial services industry experience 
and has maintained an extensive practice in estate and fi nan-
cial planning for professionals and multi-generational family 
business owners. In the early 1990’s, Dan was instrumental 
in the growth and development of the Oregon State University 
Family Business Program and lent his expertise to family 
businesses on estate planning, business succession and 
executive benefi t issues. Later, in Phoenix, he established the 
Strategic Alliance for Family Business, an alliance of fi fteen 
professional fi rms in various disciplines that worked specif-
ically with the unique needs of the multi-generational family 
business. In late 2008, Dan put his fi nancial planning practice 
on hold to creatively apply his unique expertise to help start a 
local 501(c)(3) public charity to assist charitable organizations 
meet their long term fi nancial challenges. After three years 
as the organization’s Chief Financial Offi cer, Dan resumed his 

fi nancial and estate planning practice. He brings the expertise 
and leadership we need to establish a quality local presence.”

Cheryl Creuzot carries the same spirit of service to her 
numerous civic and charitable endeavors. She is currently a 
trustee of the University of Houston Foundation (Investment 
Committee) and serves on the Board of Directors of MD 
Anderson University Cancer Foundation Board of Visitors 
(Government Relations Committee) and Unity Bank (Chair of 
Audit, Compliance and Investment Committee). 

A published author of many articles on the subject of fi nancial 
planning, Ms. Creuzot is a resource for print and on-line 
media and has been quoted in MONEY, Mutual Funds, and 
Black Enterprise magazines. She is a member of the Texas 
State Bar, the Registry of Financial Planning Practitioners, The 
Financial Planning Association and the Million Dollar Round 
Table. She carries the Certifi ed Financial Planner (CFP) desig-
nation and has been named one of Texas Monthly’s Houston 
Region’s Five Star Wealth Managers (2011 and 2012). Ms. 
Creuzot is also a Registered Player Financial Advisor of the 
National Football League.

According to Ms. Creuzot, “We are very interested in creating 
a local option to meet the executive planning needs of the 
many professionals in the local oil and gas industry. The 
Woodlands offi ce will be comprised of 5 -6 experienced 
fi nancial advisors to provide our clients with a full spectrum 
of cutting edge fi nancial solutions.” For more information 
contact Dan L. Bates, CLU, ChFC at the Woodlands Offi ce of 
Wealth Development Strategies, L.P. at (832) 910-3553.

WEALTH DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES, L.P. TO OPEN WOODLANDS OFFICE

P A I D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Cheryl D. Creuzot
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FREE CLASSSave $40
Original price is $129. New Boot Campers use 
promo code: CI0913 to save $40 off new boot 

camper registration. Exp 9/30/13
SPECIAL OFFER

4 LOCATIONS IN 
THE WOODLANDS

CONROE & 
SPRING AREA

faces365.com l (281) 681 FACE (3223)
6777 Woodlands Pkwy, Suite 310, The Woodlands, TX

• FOR MEN & WOMEN
• All fitness levels welcome
• Unlimited Classes - 6 days a week
  (Early morning, mid-morning and evening classes)
• Burn up to 1,000 calories with our total body workouts

Explore the possibilities.

*when you join ourhhwh n on ujojoj*
skincare programsks oggaarnn ampp

Revised today: TexasBootCampLLC.comRevised today: TexasBootCampLLC.com

Register OnlineRegister Online

SPECIAL OFFER

FREE
facial or

up to 40%

skincare kit*

brazilian wax*

on spa services*

FREE
SAVE

FREE
FREE
SAVE

10 day

one Free Microdermabrasion 
when you purchase 3SPECIALSPECIAL Exp. 9/30/13

Get Outside and Be Better. 
Faster. Stronger.

Get Outside and Be Better. 
Faster. Stronger.
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CITY AND  TOWNSHIP
News from The Woodlands and Shenandoah Compiled by Matt Stephens and Brian Walzel

Township considers 
constructing new Fire 
Station No. 2

Shenandoah approves preliminary park plans 

TOWNShIP Rather than spend up to 
$2.7 million on renovations for Fire Sta-
tion No. 2, located on Gosling Road in 
the Village of Cochran’s Crossing, The 
Woodlands Township Board of Directors 
is instead considering razing the nearly 
30-year-old facility to build a new one.

At its Aug. 28 meeting, Joiner Architects 
presented two renovation options to the 
board: a $2.7 million major renovation and 
a $1.5 million minor renovation. 

The minor renovation included renovat-
ing the office areas, living quarters and 
restrooms, while the major renovation 
would have made those improvements, 
expanded the apparatus bay and added a 
second floor exercise room. 

ShENANDOAh  Following the 
completion of a residential survey, the 
Shenandoah City Council has approved a 
preliminary plan for its park renovations. 

Public Works Director Byron Bevers 
said the improvements are estimated to 
cost $1.5 million, including two tennis 
courts, a pavilion, a multi-purpose sports 
field and a splash pad. The updated design 
was based on results of a residential 
survey mailed out in June after residents 
expressed concerns regarding the initial 
design of the improvements. 

The city mailed 822 surveys in June and 
received 275 responses with a variety of 
requests. 

Perhaps the most significant area of 
contention within the survey was the 
splash pad, which 53 percent of residents 
supported and 47 percent did not want 
in the park. However, the council agreed 

to have the park committee continue to 
examine the pros and cons of a splash pad 
as the park’s design continues.

“I think it deserves a second look before 
we make a final decision,” councilman 
Gary Henson said.

City Administrator Greg Smith said the 
council’s approval Aug. 15 was necessary 
to finish the scope of work for the design 
team, but the council can make changes 
before the plan is finalized and construc-
tion takes place. 

Smith said the splash pad could cost 
anywhere from $200,000–$400,000, 
and there are other locations that could 
be considered for a spray ground if the 
council opts to construct it elsewhere. 
However, Bevers said the infrastructure 
already in place at the park, including 
bathrooms and shade, make it an ideal 
location for the amenity. 

The woodlands Township
2801 Technology forest blvd.
281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

sept. 19, 9 a.m., sept. 25, 6 p.m.

city of oak ridge north
Williams Memorial Council Chambers
27424 Robinson Road
281-292-4648
www.oakridgenorth.com

sept. 23, oct. 14 7 p.m.

city of shenandoah
Shenandoah Municipal Complex
29955 i-45 N.
281-298-5522
www.shenandoahtx.com

sept. 25, oct. 9 7 p.m.

Tweetings
for instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter 
@impactnews_wdl

TweetingsMeetings

However, Fire Chief Alan Benson said 
neither proposal would extend the life of 
the facility more than about 10 years.

“If we’re only going to get 10 years out 
of [a renovated station], I have a question 
about it, because it’s just wasting money,” 
township director Mike Bass said.

Township President Don Norrell said 
a new fire station would cost about $3.2 
million. The board tabled the matter and 
asked Joiner Architects to compile a pro-
posal and cost estimate for a new station.  
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Plans are underway to replace Fire Station No. 2.

START HERE. GROW HERE.
The Greater Houston Partnership (GHP) 
can help YOUR business grow.

- Confi dential real estate/business facilities searches

- Assisting in evaluating and applying for incentives

- Facilitating workforce training and recruitment

- Providing data on key business factors

- Advocating for local and state issues

- Facilitating the permitting process

- Providing key introductions to strategic partners

- Providing information on networking and 

   business events

- Collaborating on public relations matters

For more information about how we can help your business be successful in the 
Houston region and around the world, contact Chad Carson @ 713-844-3614 today!

Visit our website to see Houston business success stories.
www.opportunityhouston.com #WeAreHouston
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6—8 p.m. free. brio Tuscan Grille, 1201 Lake 
Woodlands Drive. 936-441-5437, ext. 214.  
www.casaspeaksforkids.com

21 Public safety expo
Celebrating National Night Out, public 

safety officials from Montgomery County 
discuss their roles and jobs in the community 
and showcase equipment. Residents can get 
an up-close view of mobile command units, 
a SWAT bearkat or Homeland Security’s 
mine-resistant tank. Attendees can witness 
K-9 demonstrations, test their skills on 
driving simulators, and enjoy free food and 
beverages. Noon—3 p.m. free. Northshore 
park, 2505 Lake Woodlands Drive.  
281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov 

21 Denim and Diamonds Gala
Sunny 99.1 radio personality Dana 

Tyson emcees the fifth annual Denim 
and Diamonds Gala benefiting panther 
Creek inspiration Ranch, which provides 
therapeutic riding for special needs children 
and adults, equine-assisted mental and 
behavioral health programs, and the Without 
Limits sponsorship program for needy 
families. 6 p.m. $150 (individual), $1,500 
(table of 10). Sponsorship prices vary. The 
Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel & 
Convention Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive. 
281-719-9322.  
www.denimanddiamondpci.org 

25 Chamber awards luncheon
The Woodlands Area Chamber of 

Commerce hosts its annual awards luncheon 
to recognize the board, team leaders and 
anniversaries among its membership. 
Reservations are required and must be made 
by noon on Sept. 20. 11:30 a.m.—1 p.m. 
$40 (members), $45 (prospective members) 
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel & 
Convention Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive. 
281-367-5777. www.woodlandschamber.org

26 through 29 
Texas Nurse Practitioners 

Conference  
The 25th annual Texas Nurse practitioners 
Conference features locally and nationally 
recognized speakers on a variety of topics, 
dozens of booths, and exhibitions. booths 
and sponsorships are available. 6—8 p.m. 
(Sept. 26); 7 a.m.—5:30 p.m. (Sept. 27); 
7:30 a.m.—noon (Sept. 28). The Woodlands 

September

12 Seniors open house
The South Montgomery County 

yMCA hosts an open house highlighting 
exercise classes, social events, volunteer 
opportunities and trips focused on senior 
citizens. Door prizes, health screenings, 
massages, samples from local restaurants 
and tours are also scheduled. 10 a.m.—1 
p.m. free. Montgomery County yMCA, 
6145 Shadowbend place. 281-367-9622. 
www.ymcahouston.org/south-
montgomery-county

13 Square dance session
The Woodlands Stars Square Dance 

Club dances to internationally-known caller 
Jerry Jestin during the session. 7:30—9:30 
p.m. $6. South County Community Center, 
2235 Lake Robbins Road. 832-928-6365. 
www.thewoodlandsstars.com

14 Arts in the Park
Local artists present their work at 

the Lodge at Rob fleming park, showcasing 
painting, woodwork, pottery, crafts, jewelry 
and other artwork. featuring the theme 
“Trip Around the World,” the event offers 
entertainment, crafts and visuals inspired by 
cultures from around the globe. 2—6 p.m. 
free. Rob fleming park, 6055 Creekside 
forest Drive. 281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov 

16 19, 24, 26, and 30 
Youth activity fairs

A series of youth activity fairs in September 
provides information and enrollment for 
sports teams, social clubs and fine arts 
organizations, such as drama and dance 
for school-age students. Sponsored by 
Conroe iSD, the five sessions take place at 
intermediate campuses and are available for 
students in kindergarten through 12th grade. 
5—6:30 p.m. free.  

Grangerland Intermediate (Sept. 16),  

16283 fM 3083, Conroe 

Wilkerson Intermediate (Sept. 19),  

12312 Sawmill Road 

Cryar Intermediate (Sept. 24),  

2375 Montgomery park blvd., Conroe 

Cox Intermediate (Sept. 26),  

3333 Waterbend Cove, Spring   

Mitchell Intermediate (Sept. 30),  

6800 Alden bridge Drive. www.conroeisd.net 

10 CASA open house
Child Advocates of Montgomery 

County is in need of community volunteers 
to help support and represent area neglected 
and abused children. An open house allows 
potential child advocates to learn more about 
this nonprofit and its volunteer opportunities. 

CALENDAR
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iGoPink Stiletto Sprint  
Raising money for The breast 
Cancer Charities of America, 

the fourth annual iGopink Stiletto Sprint is 
a chance for men, women and children to 
don high heels and race in a 50-yard dash 
at Market Street in The Woodlands. Race 
categories include women’s and men’s stiletto, 
co-ed sneaker, girl’s sneaker and boy’s 
sneaker. The event features a costume contest 
and entertainment. vip guests are invited to a 
post party at 1252 Tapas bar. 8 a.m.—noon. 
$15 (12 and under), $30 (13 and up), $25 (vip 
12 and under), $40 (vip 13 and up). Market 
Street, 9595 Six pines Drive. 936-231-8460.  
www.thebreastcancercharities.org 
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iGoPINK.org

Saturday, September 14, 2013
Market Street

The Woodlands, TX

PRESENTING SPONSOR

4th Annual iGoPink

featured EVENT

Waterway Marriott Hotel & Convention 
Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive.  
512-291-6224. www.texasnp.org 

27 Raising Culturally Literate Kids
Stacy Curtis, director of 

KidsOutandAbout.com, presents “Raising 
Culturally Literate Kids,” a session on 
children and cultural literacy, including tips 
on creating opportunities for children or 
grandchildren to make new discoveries and 
pursue knowledge. 10 a.m.—noon. Academy 
for Lifelong Learning, Lone Star College 
Montgomery, 3200 College park Drive.  
www.lonestar.edu/montgomery.htm

27 through 29 
Art show 

A wine and cheese opening reception kicks 
off the second annual Trinity Episcopal 
Church art exhibit featuring watercolor, oil, 
acrylic, sculpture, fiber art, woodwork and 
ceramics. 6—8 p.m. (reception). Gallery 
hours 10 a.m.—2 p.m. (Sept. 28) and 8:30 
a.m.—2 p.m. (Sept. 29). Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 3901 S. panther Creek Drive.  
281-367-8113.  
www.trinitywoodlands.org

28 Woodforest Charity Run
Registration continues for the 

fourth annual Woodforest Charity Run 
hosted by Woodforest National bank 
and the city of Conroe. A 5K and 10K 
race are sanctioned by uSA Track and 
field, while younger runners compete 
in the barkley Shoe Dash. food, music 
and activities make up a post-race party. 
proceeds benefit Woodforest Charitable 
foundation. 7:45 a.m. $25 (5K), $30 
(10K). Heritage place park at Simonton 
Street in Conroe. www.woodforest.com

WWW.AMERIGOS.COM
25250 GROGANS PARK DRIVE 

THE WOODLANDS, 77380
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Grogan’s Park Dr.

Grogan’s Mill Rd.

Sawdust Rd.

281.362.0808

Only the Best for Your Guests

5 � clusive Private Rooms 

to Ensure Your Next Event 
is Unforgettable
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October 

01 National Night Out
Residents throughout The 

Woodlands can get to know their neighbors 
and law enforcement and safety officials as 
neighborhoods throughout the community 
host National Night Out festivities. block 
parties are happening in individual 
neighborhoods. 5:30—8 p.m. free.  
281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

05 Fall Flea Market
The Woodlands Township presents 

its annual fall flea market. The flea market 
acts as a replacement for garage sales on 
residential properties in The Woodlands, 
which are not allowed by deed and covenant 
restrictions. The event provides residents a 
means to buy and sell unwanted household 
goods. Tickets for booth spaces are available 
at The Woodlands Township Town Hall from 
8 a.m.—5:30 p.m. at 2801 Technology forest 
blvd. 7—10 a.m. free to attend. Town Center 
parking Garage, Six pines Drive and Lake 
Robbins Drive. 281-210-3976.   
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

07 Golf and Bunco Tournament
The 12th annual benefit Golf and 

bunco Tournament benefits family promise 
of Montgomery County, a nonprofit serving 
area homeless families. Registration fees 
include golf, cart, lunch, dinner, player’s bag, 
team photo, range balls and one raffle ticket 
for a weekend for four at LaCantera in San 
Antonio. bunco tournament fee includes 
beverages and hors d’oeuvres. 8 a.m. and 2 
p.m. (tee times). 10 a.m. (bunco). $150 (per 
golfer) $500 (team of four golfers) $40 (per 
bunco player). April Sound Club House, 1000 
April Sound blvd. 
936-441-8778. www.familypromisegolf.com

07 Charity Golf Classic
The first GMCRA Charity Golf 

Classic supports both a local charity and 
the Greater Montgomery County Restaurant 
Association. 11:30 a.m. $195 (per player), 
$750 (team of four). The Woodlands Country 
Club Tournament Course, 1730 S. Millbend. 
713-992-1995. www.gmcra.org

10 Pink lighting event
M.D. Anderson Regional Care 

Center in The Woodlands is raising breast 
cancer awareness by lighting The Woodlands 
Market Street pink during a free concert. free 
educational materials and glow necklaces are 
provided, along with complimentary souvenir 
photos. 6—8 p.m. free. 9595 Six pines Drive. 
www.mdanderson.org/woodlands

Live At Night 
Waterway Square, The Woodlands
281-363-2447
www.visitthewoodlands.com
All shows at 6 p.m.

September
 14  Rockit bayou
 21  buck yeager band
 28  The Level One band

October
 05  perry Richard
 12  David Dunn 

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion
2005 Lake Robbins Drive 
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

September
 17  Mumford & Sons (sold out), 7 p.m.
 18  Depeche Mode, 7:30 p.m.
 19  Maroon 5, Kelly Clarkson (sold out),  
   7 p.m.
 25  fall Out boy, 7 p.m.
 26  imagine Dragons, 7:30 p.m.

October
 06  fun., 8 p.m.
 11  Hocus pocus pops, 7:30 p.m.
 12  Lionel Richie, 7:30 p.m.
 18  Avenged Sevenfold, Deftones,  
   7 p.m.
 20  John fogerty, 8 p.m.
 27  paramore, 7:30 p.m.

Dosey Doe - Big Barn
25911 i-45 N.,  
The Woodlands • 281-367-3774
www.doseydoe.com

September
 12  Al Stewart, 8:30 p.m.
 13  Jimmy Webb, 8:30 p.m.
 14  phil vassar, 8:30 p.m.
 15  Lisa Marie presley, 7:30 p.m.
 17  Sean McConnell, 8 p.m.
 19  David Cook, 8:30 p.m.
 20  Mark Jones and 20 paces, 8:30  
          p.m.
 21  Radney foster, 8:30 p.m.
 22  Glenn Tilbrook, 8:30 p.m.
 24  billy Crockett, 8 p.m.
 26  Joe Ely, 8:30 p.m.
  

Live at Night at Waterway Square

find more or submit The Woodlands  
events at www.impactnews.com/
wdl-calendar. 

To have The Woodlands events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
fourth friday of the month.

Online Calendar

featured lIVE mUSIC

27  John ford Coley, Terry Sylvester,  
   8:30 p.m.
 28  The Greencards, 8:30 p.m.

October
 03  Tommy Emmanuel, 8:30 p.m.
 05  Asleep at the Wheel, 8:30 p.m.
 10  Charlie Robison, 8:30 p.m.

Dosey Doe - Music Café
463 fM 1488,  
Conroe • 936-271-2171
www.doseydoe.com

September
 12  Hooked 4 Life, 8:30 p.m.
 13  Quebe Sisters band, 8:30 p.m.
 14  Terrance Simien & The Zydeco  
   Experience, 8:30 p.m.
 18  Miss Leslie, Robyn Ludwick, 8 p.m.
 19  Swamp Cabbage, 8:30 p.m.
 20  Tom Russell, 8:30 p.m.
 21  Cyrus James, 8:30 p.m.
 25  Dean Cook, 8 p.m.
 26  Andrew Hardin, Jeannie burns,  
   8:30 p.m.
 27  Gregory Allen isakov, 8:30 p.m.
 28  DaHebeGebees, 8:30 p.m.

October
 03  Lincoln Durham, 8:30 p.m.
 04  brave Combo, 8:30 p.m.
 05  Wade Hayes, 8:30 p.m.
 06  Lori McKenna (solo), 7:30 p.m.
 07  Java Jazz, 8 p.m.
 09  Emily Elbert (solo), 8 p.m.
 10  The Carper family, 8:30 p.m.
 11  The Trishas, 8:30 p.m.

Crescent Moon Wine Bar
440 Rayford Road, Ste. 115A, Spring
281-364-9463
www.crescentmoonwinebar.com

September
 12  Salsa night, 8 p.m.
 13  Johnny & The Spinsations, 8 p.m.
 14  The fantastics, 8 p.m.
 17  Mike Roberts, 7 p.m.
 18  billy pope, 7 p.m.
 20  yelba’s band, 8 p.m.
 21  Spare parts band, 8 p.m.
 24  Robert Greany, 7 p.m.
 25  ReSOuLution, 8 p.m.
 27  Trick Dog band, 8 p.m.
 28  The funk factory, 8 p.m.

hocus 
pocus 
pops

281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

Houston sympHony 

IMPACT 2.375 x 12.25”

Tickets can be purchased at 
The Pavilion Box Office, all 

Ticketmaster outlets, by call-
ing 800-745-3000 or online at 

www.ticketmaster.com.

FRIDAY
OCT. 11

7:30 p.m. 
Gates at 6 p.m.

Join us for this “spooktacular” 
Halloween event featuring 
tricks, treats and enchanting 
music. Daddies, mummies 
and little ghosts and goblins 
can dress up in their favorite 
Halloween costumes.
Pre-concert activities in the 
plazas begin at 6 p.m. 

hocus 
pocus 
pops

$15 orchestra seating, 
FREE mezzanine and 
lawn seating sponsored 
by 

in itunes 
app store
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French Courtyard

Robinson Rd. 
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Rebecca Weischwill owns and operates French Courtyard, while Melinda McFarland owns Vintage Chic.
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French Courtyard
Furniture store elegantly combines new, used

F rench Courtyard offers area resi-
dents an array of carefully selected 
and elegantly displayed home fur-

niture in an atmosphere that is carefully 
crafted by its owner. The store combines 
new and consigned furniture, weaving 
the furnishings together throughout the 
expansive 6,000- square-foot showroom. 
The store also sells home accessories 
and decor, such as lamps, throw pillows, 
candles and floral arrangements, which 
are all new items.

Owner Rebecca Weischwill designs the 
showroom and changes it often, refresh-
ing it with her expertise. 

“When you walk in the store, there’s a 
‘wow’ factor,” said Melinda McFarland, 
who owns a women’s clothing and acces-
sories boutique, Vintage Chic, within 
the store. “It’s hard to tell consignment 
from new merchandise. Rebecca is very 
talented.”

Weischwill has been working in the 
home furnishings business for 15 years, 
and she purchased the store seven years 
ago when it was on FM 1960 and called 
Market Street Consignment. Weischwill 
decided to move to the Robinson Road 
location a year ago to be closer to home 
and closer to most of her customers in 
The Woodlands.

“[Business is] growing,” Weischwill 
said. “Every day we see new people. They 
love our atmosphere.”

French Courtyard has many regular, 
loyal customers. About 30 percent of the 
customers who previously shopped at the 
FM 1960 store are still customers at her 
new location. 

“We count them as our friends,” Weis-
chwill said. “We care about them.”

Weischwill has cookies for shoppers on 
Saturdays and always has snacks on hand 
in the store’s kitchen for customers who 
like to take their time in her store. 

The consigned furniture is carefully 
selected by Weischwill, who said she 
only chooses furniture in top condition. 
The wood pieces are all solid wood, for 
example, and French Courtyard does not 
accept dated, stained or torn furniture. 
Once selected, the furniture is cleaned 
and sometimes repainted before going on 
display in the showroom.

“We offer a great opportunity for very 
nice pieces at moderate prices,” Weis-
chwill said. 

French Courtyard also offers an in-
house floral designer, who can create a 
custom floral arrangement. There are 
also several pre-made pieces for sale 
throughout the store.

Weischwill will often give tips to 
customers about home design, including 
purchasing a solid color couch and add-
ing accent pillows for a splash of color.

“A nice piece of furniture is a treasure,” 
Weischwill said. “You’ll have it forever.”

BUSINESS

27326 Robinson Road, Suite 101
Oak Ridge North • 281-363-1800 
www.frenchcourtyard.com

Events:
french Courtyard will hold a fall open house 
Sept. 20-21 and a Christmas open house 
Oct. 24-25. 

in addition, french Courtyard is holding a 
Sip & Shop Event Oct. 3. Ten percent of the 
day’s receipts from both french Courtyard 
and vintage Chic will be donated to The 
breast Cancer Charities of America, The 
Woodlands.

Vintage Chic ladies boutique:
Located within french Courtyard, vintage 
Chic boutique sells women’s clothing, 
jewelry and accessories all with a vintage, 
distinctive look. 

Owner Melinda Mcfarland started selling 
jewelry out of three boxes in the trunk of her 
car. Weischwill asked she open a boutique 
within her store and since opening last year, 
vintage Chic has expanded three times.

The shop offers a large array of handmade, 
unique jewelry, purses and clothing. 

French Courtyard sells lotions and candles and a 
large array of floral arrangements.

Vintage Chic sells women’s clothing and acces-
sories, including homemade jewelry.

French Courtyard, which opened a year ago, 
combines consignment with new furniture.

French Courtyard offers a large selection of home 
furnishings in its 6,000-square-foot showroom.

By Tamra Santana

Pictures/Colors for Illustration only. w/Approved Credit, Financed thru Ally Finance. Dealer Contribution May Effect Final Negotiated Price. Payments deferred til say till Jan. 2014 
Factory Rebate and Discounts changes may occur after release of publication of this ad which may affect discounts and savings. 

855-586-8441 • 1654 I-45 NORTH • CONROEBUICKGMC.COM 

PRO GRADE PROTECTION
WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE.

N LOOP 336

WILSON RD.

105

WEISNER OF CONROE

OF CONROE - SINCE 1972

All Remaining In Stock 2013 GMC1500 SIERRAS
EXTENDED CABS 
& CREW CABS

HUGE
Color

Selection
Equipped Not 

Stripped

Equipped Not 
Stripped

$0 DOWN PAYMENT - 0% APR FOR 72 MONTHS OR NO PAYMENTS ‘TIL JANUARY 2014

ALL Remaining 

IN STOCK
TOTAL
SAVINGS  $11,000  $11,000

1

Savings Include: $4000 Rebate, 
$7000 Dealer Discount Savings Include: $3500 Rebate, 

$7500 Dealer Discount

WIES_13090.woodlands.10x2.94.IMPACT.sept.indd   1 8/27/2013   3:05:19 PM
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Fat Ogre Games & Comics

Sawdust Rd. 
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Owner Rob Meerscheidt opened Fat Ogre Games & Comics on Sawdust Road in May 2007. 
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Fat Ogre Games & Comics
Games, comics shop growing in new location 

A customer entering Fat Ogre 
Games & Comics any night of 
the week will not only discover 

hundreds of comics, games and novelty 
items nestled among the shop’s shelves, 
but could also step into a diverse, passion-
ate community of gamers engrossed in a 
tournament steeped in fantasy and fun. 

“There is no more nerd stereotype,” 
owner Rob Meerscheidt said. “I’ve got 
entire high school football teams that 
play Dungeons & Dragons. College kids 
galore during the summer show up to play 
Magic: The Gathering. Doctors, lawyers 
and engineers [play] war games, plus read 
comics.” 

Offering comics and tabletop games, 
Meerscheidt opened Fat Ogre in May 
2007 at its first location on Sawdust Road. 
The store moved to the much larger 
4,000-square-foot location about a mile 
east on Sawdust Road about 10 months 
ago and has begun re-establishing busi-
ness after the relocation, he said 

“It’s a much busier location,” he said. 
“We get a lot more families in here now, 
and it’s a lot more spacious. The product 
is spread out better, and it’s a lot more 
friendly shopping environment.”

Meerscheidt was the director of an 
information technology department for 
an oil spill cleanup company before open-
ing the store. He developed an interest in 
role-playing books shortly before opening 
Fat Ogre, which made him realize the 
need for the business in the area. 

“I kind of got a little bit addicted to buy-
ing the books and eventually [book stores] 
started not having things that I wanted,” 
he said. 

The store showcases a variety of minia-
ture war games, including Warhammer 
40,000 and Warhammer Fantasy; World 
War II-based games, such as Bolt Action 
and Flames of War; science fiction games, 
such as War Machine; and pre-painted 

miniatures, such as Hero Clix.
Several tabletops are available for those 

looking to play in tournaments, complete 
with miniature terrain, buildings and 
vegetation. Meerscheidt said games can 
included as few as two people, while tour-
naments can range from six to 40 players. 

Fat Ogre also features role-playing 
games, such as Dungeons & Dragons 
and Star Wars, as well as collectible card 
games, such as Magic: The Gathering and 
Yu-Gi-Oh, which attract tournaments 
every week. Meerscheidt said miniature, 
role-playing and card games provide more 
of a social gaming atmosphere and more 
re-playability than video games. 

“I guess kids can get into them more, 
and I see a few here and there, but we 
lightheartedly call these the ‘big boy 
toys,’” Meerscheidt said. “This is where 
dad tells momma he’s going to the hard-
ware store, and he’s here for three-and-a-
half hours.”

However, Meerscheidt does not solely 
focus on games, and he said his store 
offers a wide array of comics, including 
Marvel, DC, Image, Darkhouse, IDW 
and even some independent comics. The 
shop also sells graphic novels, toys, board 
games and novelty items, including TV 
brands, such as Doctor Who, Game of 
Thrones and The Walking Dead. 

Meerscheidt said most of his merchan-
dise and comics are new or only a few 
years old, unlike many aftermarket stores, 
which sell decades-old comic books and 
collectibles. He said he hopes to expand 
to a second location in the future and 
believes the store’s customer service sets it 
apart from the competition. 

“When we get new people in here who 
don’t know what this stuff is, we make 
them feel at home,” he said. “We make 
them feel like, ‘Hey, this is something 
that’s cool; I could get into this,’ without 
overwhelming them.”

BUSINESS

525 Sawdust Road, Ste. 101
The Woodlands • 281-292-8444
www.fatogre.com 
Hours: Sun. 11 a.m.—7 p.m., Mon.—Thu. 
11 a.m.—9 p.m., fri. 11 a.m.—10 p.m., 
Sat. 10 a.m.—10 p.m.

Daily tournaments
Monday: Hero Clix tournament — 6 p.m.  

Tuesday–Wednesday: board Game 
Groups – All day

Thursday: Magic the Gathering Draft — 
6:30 p.m. 

Friday: friday Night Magic — 6:30 p.m. 

Saturday: Miniature war gaming 
tournaments — Alternating each week 
between different games 

Eugene Addison, of The Woodlands, rearranges 
his Magic: The Gathering card decks. 

Fat Ogre Games & Comics offers a variety of war 
miniature, board and collectible card games. 

Several tables are available for tabletop players, 
as well as painted terrains and environments. 

Roll of the dice

By Matt Stephens

6-40
Number of players 

participating in 
tournaments

28-30
Average age of 

players of miniature 
war games

6
years

in business

300-400
New comic book titles 

every Wednesday
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Crabby Daddy Seafood & Steakhouse

Rayford Rd. 
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Crabby Daddy, featuring its distinctive crab statue on Rayford Road in Spring, opened in 2000.
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Crabby Daddy
Restaurant features East Coast favorites

C rabby Daddy Seafood & Steak-
house on Rayford Road serves 
fresh seafood from all over the 

world purchased directly from fisherman, 
crabbers, netters, oystermen and farmers. 

“That’s what sets us apart,” owner Nick 
Chagouris said. “For the freshness, you 
can’t beat us. Our purchase volume is so 
much higher that we can buy from direct 
sources.”

The family-run business is owned by 
third-generation seafood dealers Nick and 
Louie Chagouris. 

The family has been selling seafood for 
nearly 100 years, beginning with their 
grandfather and great uncle in Baltimore, 
Md., in 1917.

Crabby Daddy gets all of its fish from 
The Woodlands Seafood Market, also 
owned by the Chagouris family, run by 
Louie and located next door. The restau-
rant’s kitchen and prep area connects the 
market to the restaurant. The fish market 
gets fresh fish deliveries daily.

“Everything is fresh,” said Louie. “This 
drum is 20 hours out of the water. Our 
fish have black eyes. Sometimes they are 
still alive; they come in wiggling.”

The market and restaurant opened in 
The Woodlands in 2000, called Louie’s 
Raw Bar and Grill. In 2006, Nick pur-
chased the restaurant from his brother 
and swapped the location of the market 
and restaurant, so the restaurant is now 
adjacent to Rayford Road. Nick has since 
expanded the restaurant by three times its 
original size.

“The moment the new dining room 
opened, it filled up,” Nick said. “We’ll have 
waiting lists routinely in the spring and 
summer during crawfish season.”

Crawfish season is the busiest time of 
year for the restaurant, when the inside 
dining area and the restaurant’s large 
patio is packed with patrons. 

“We throw a big Fat Tuesday party to 
kick off the crawfish season,” manager 
Judy Schmidt said.

The restaurant offers live music six days 
a week during crawfish season and live 
music on Friday and Saturdays through-
out the year.

“We’re the kings of crawfish in this 
area,” Nick said. “You’d be hard pressed 
to find any other restaurant who serves as 
much as we do. It’s a frenzy.”

The influence of the Chagouris family’s 
East Coast background is evident in the 
restaurant’s menu, including traditional 
Maryland-style steamed crabs and New 
England-style lobster bisque and clam 
chowder. 

One of the specialties at the restaurant 
are the crab cakes, made with golf-ball-
size lump crab meat.

“We focus on the product,” Nick said. “A 
customer wants to see the crab, to taste it.”

Crabby Daddy and The Woodlands 
Seafood Market have many loyal custom-
ers, he said. 

“We have branded ourselves well here,” 
Nick said. “They come here, and they load 
up on our seafood.”

DINING

25186 i-45 N., Ste. 4G 
Spring • 281-296-CRAb (2722) 
www.crabbydaddy.com
Hours:  
Mon.–Thurs. 11 a.m.—10 p.m.
fri. 11 a.m.—11 p.m.
Sat. 11:30 a.m.—11 p.m.
Sun. 11:30 a.m.—10 p.m.

Customer favorites:
• Crab cakes (pictured): Jumbo lump 

Maryland style crab cakes. $12.99 for 
one or $22.99 for two.

• Crab and artichoke dip appetizer: 
Made with a generous portion of jumbo 
lump crab in a rich, white-wine garlic 
sauce. $9.99

• Fried jumbo Gulf shrimp: $10.99 for six 
or $17.99 for 12 

• Boiled crawfish: $4.99 a pound for 
dine-in. 

• Crab stuffed mushrooms: Six jumbo 
crab stuffed mushrooms, finished with a 
light parmesan cream sauce. $14.99

• Cajun Tour: Made with red beans and 
rice, crawfish etouffee & jambalaya. 
$18.99

• Seafood Enchiladas (pictured): 
Shrimp and crawfish enchiladas are 
served with cilantro rice and poblano 
pepper pico de gallo for $18.99. 

• Filet Mignon: 8 ounce filet topped with 
bordelaise sauce, served with porcini 
ravioli in a bleu cheese cream sauce and 
garlic chard asparagus. $34.99

Special offerings:
Monday: All day happy hour.  Kids eat 
free with the purchase of an adult entree

Tuesday: All you can eat snow-crab 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. $38.99 a  
person

Tuesday-Friday: Happy hour from 4 
p.m. to 7 p.m.

Friday & Saturday: Live music on the 
patio or indoor stage 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.

By Tamra Santana

Owner Nick Chagouris and manager Judy Schmidt pose 
in front of the bar at Crabby Daddy. 

®

Awaken your inner chef and sign up for a  
one-of-a-kind, hands-on cooking class!  

We specialize in team building events, company 
retreats, birthday parties or simply a festive night 
out with friends. For our calendar of classes and 

to register, go to www.MCCooking.com  

Featuring:
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W hile residents may 
recognize Joel 
Deretchin’s name 

from the Conroe ISD school 
that bears his name, Deretchin 
Elementary, his contribu-
tion to the foundation of The 
Woodlands’ extends beyond 
the naming of a school. 

For more than 30 years, 
Deretchin worked at The 
Woodlands Development 
Company as director of 
governmental relations before 
his retirement in July 2010. 
Although his primary job was 
to manage the relationship 
between The Woodlands and 
both the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment and state and local enti-
ties, his role extended further.  

Deretchin was instrumental 
in the planning and develop-
ment of 17 schools in The 
Woodlands, helped grow the 
area parks from two to more 
than 100 when he retired and 
helped provide services to 
residents from trash to public 
safety. He also had a hand in 
the formation of The Woodlands current 
form of governance as it evolved from 
community associations to a township. 

Deretchin served as president of The 
Woodlands Community Association 
while also serving on The Woodlands 
Association and The Woodlands Com-
mercial Owner’s Association. 

“My work with the development 
company was a 24/7 requirement,” he 
said. “I attended meetings three to four 
nights a week and on weekends because I 
personally wanted to be engaged with the 
community. I felt that part of my job was 
to be a bridge between the development 
company and the community.”

Deretchin, 69, was born and raised in 
Brooklyn, N.Y., before attending Brooklyn 
College. He received his master’s degree 
in public administration in 1968 from the 
University of Minnesota, where he began 
taking courses in urban planning. 

A job for a new community in Ohio, 
Newfields, brought Deretchin to work 
for the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, where he learned 
of a new development called The Wood-
lands and met with its developers. He was 
offered a job and moved to the fledgling 
community on March 1, 1977 with his 
4-year-old daughter Jessica and wife, 
Louise. Louise gave birth to their second 

daughter, Robin, two weeks after moving. 
“For anybody in urban planning or 

community development, that was a 
chance of a lifetime, because The Wood-
lands was the most broad-based, far-
reaching development conceived at the 
time,” he said. 

In watching The Woodlands grow from 
1,700 people in 1977 to more than 100,000 
when he retired, Deretchin said he had 
the privilege of working with talented 
individuals, including George Mitchell, 
who he said set the standard.

“I worked with them for 33 years, and 
these folks were my family,” Deretchin 
said. “It’s such an incredible group of 
people, that it would be hard to replicate 
The Woodlands without those kinds of 
people who really, really cared about what 
they were doing.”

Although retired, Deretchin still works 
as a consultant for the Development Com-
pany, which he said makes up about 40 
percent of his time. He vacations in New 
Mexico over the summer, but he said he 
still loves living in The Woodlands. 

“I’m as excited about what The Wood-
lands has become as anyone,” Deretchin 
said. “I think being a part of the team 
that developed The Woodlands was a real 
privilege, and I enjoy living there as much 
as anybody could possibly enjoy living 
there.”

Joel Deretchin
Early Woodlands developer instrumental in 
progress of fledgling community 

ICON

Joel Deretchin worked with The Woodlands Development 
Company for 33 years, and he still serves as a consultant since 
his retirement in July 2010.  
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By Matt Stephens

Sounds like home.

A Fresh New master-planned community has emerged in 

Montgomery County. With beautiful new homes designed to suit 

all lifestyles. Where children attend the highly-acclaimed Conroe 

Independent School District. All located in a forested, natural 

setting in close proximity to the area’s finest shopping,  

dining and entertainment. 
 

Harmony - the fresh new community you’ve been looking for.

 New homes from the $200s-$500s

Harmony-Tx.com
*Proposed pool and splashpad scheduled for completion fall 2013.” As with any financial decision, buyers are encouraged to do their own  
  due diligence when selecting a home builder. Harmony makes no representation or warranties on the quality of the homebuilders. Prices and  
  availability are subject to change without notice. Realtors Welcome. 9/13 - 13057
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Monique Sharp
Assistant general manager for Finance and 
Administration for The Woodlands Township

By Brian Walzel

For more than two decades, Monique Sharp has 
quite literally shown The Woodlands the money. As 
assistant general manager for finance administration 
for The Woodlands Township, Sharp works to ensure 
the financial integrity of the township’s assets and 
financial records. 

Most recently, she helped compile the township’s 
2014 budget, a plan that includes a fifth straight 
property tax decrease.

Under Sharp’s direction, the township’s finance 
department oversees sales and use taxes generated 
within the township, as well as the hotel occupancy 
tax that fund the community’s programs. The town-
ship’s financial department also presents reports to 
the township board of directors each month in pub-
lic meetings, a report that includes monthly revenue 
from sales and property taxes.

Sharp graduated with a degree in finance from the 

University of Texas at Austin and soon after went 
to work for Sonat Exploration Oil and Gas. Later, 
she worked in financial management for American 
General Corporation.

During her time there, Sharp and her husband, 
Jim, would often visit The Woodlands to visit family, 
she said. 

“We fell in love with The Woodlands and decided 
this was where to wanted to raise our family,” Sharp 
said.

In 1992, Sharp and her family moved to The 
Woodlands. It was then when she began her career 
working in financial management in The Wood-
lands, working for what was then known as The 
Woodlands Community Association. 

When The Woodlands Township was established 
in 2008, Sharp was named assistant general manager 
for financial administration for the township.

PEOPlE

how did you get your start in 
financial management?

Accounting always appealed to me 
in college, so I became an accountant. I 
worked in my 20s for other companies. I 
started with The Woodlands Community 
Association in 1992. I fell in love with the 
community and found the job so interest-
ing. As opportunities came for different 
positions, I have been able to take them 
and work my way up in management 
positions. I have been in this position 
since 2001. 

What makes this job different from 
others in other cities?

The township is sort of an anomaly. It’s 
not a true city and so there are challenges 
and interesting things that have come 
with that. The fact that I have always 
worked in a community that is growing 
[is different]. I have been here for 21 years 
and we’re still years away from being 
developed. I enjoy all the different layers, 

of government and of service provider. 
It has been great developing all those 
working relationships. And the township 
offers initiative and creativity that typical 
governments don’t always get to enjoy. 

What is the most challenging part of 
your job?

The number of activities that we are 
involved in and trying to make sure that 
I’m as knowledgeable on those as I can 
be [is the most challenging]. A big part of 
my job is budgeting and financial plan-
ning, so I need to understand not only the 
numbers part of it, but also the concept. 

Now that the budget has been 
approved, how does your job 
change?

Now I get to catch up on everything 
that fell behind when the budget started. 
But the budget is one of my favorite pats 
of my job. I’m also in charge of financial 
reporting, cash management and debt 

management, so that also takes up a sig-
nificant part of my time. I am responsible 
for information technology and records 
management. [Records management] is 
a huge task—everything we do generates 
some type of record. We have to be very 
organized. 

What is the process of formulating 
the township budget?

Our budget process is now actually a 
yearlong process, although most of the 
work is done in March through August. 
The beginning of March is when we 
distribute budget worksheets to all of our 
department managers, and the depart-
ments put all of their individual line 
items together. Those worksheets are 
submitted back to accounting in May, 
and in June and July is when we develop 
the budget and it is presented to the 
board. 

We have a strategic plan that the board 
adopted in 2009, and we make sure our 

budget objectives are going along with 
that plan. 

What is something residents may 
be surprised to know about the 
budget?

We have about 1,200 separate line items 
for the budget, and they are line items 
budget by month. So we actually budget 
month by month for January through 
December. So it’s a very detailed and 
thorough process.  

After working with numbers so 
much, how do you keep your job 
fresh and rewarding?

One of the things I really like about this 
is no matter what type of service or activity 
the township is looking at, there is always 
some type of financial impact. My job is 
so much more than just the day-to-day 
accounting numbers part of it. I get to be 
involved in the conceptual and operational 
part of the subject and not just the numbers. 

C
o

ur
te

sy
 T

he
 W

o
o

d
la

nd
s 

To
w

ns
hi

p



The Woodlands Edition • September 2013 features  31

W    hile most high school gradu-
ates transition to college or 
venture out into the workforce, 

some with mental disabilities are unable 
to make that leap. Special Angels of The 
Woodlands gives those young adults 
an opportunity to remain active, enjoy 
activities and improve their social skills. 

“We want them to experience the same 
life that everybody else gets to have,” Spe-
cial Angels teacher Mickey Chesnutt said. 

Thelma Braddock founded Special 
Angels of The Woodlands in 2001, Ches-
nutt said. Braddock’s daughter and foster 
daughter have Down Syndrome, and she 
wanted to create a program for them to 
stay active after graduation instead of sit-
ting at home and watching television. 

Care supervisor Toni De Leeuw said 
the group has 32 mentally disabled adults 
ranging from 18 to 69 years old who have 
been diagnosed with disabilities including 
Down syndrome and autism. The group 
meets from 9:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. De Leeuw and Chesnutt 

said the organization works on improving 
the members’ social skills while emphasiz-
ing hygiene, teaching history and discuss-
ing bullying, among other lessons. 

Activities range from games to learn-
ing about the presidents, “Tell a Joke 
Day” and making ice cream to trips to the 
Houston Zoo, basketball at Legends Sports 
Complex and trips to the South Regional 
Library. 

“We try to work with their social skills 
and make it interactive,” De Leeuw said. 

Most of the instructors and board 
members have children involved with the 
program so parents feel comfortable leav-
ing their children there all day, De Leeuw 
and Chesnutt said.  

“We mother all of them,” Chesnutt said. 
“They feel safe with us.”

Although Special Angels had a perma-
nent location in Spring for more than four 
years, De Leeuw said the rent became too 
expensive, and the organization is tem-
porarily located at the Grace Presbyterian 
Church in The Woodlands. Special Angels’ 

membership is at capacity and cannot 
expand until they find a new location.

De Leeuw said the organization receives 
much of its funding from fundraisers, 
which includes the annual Touched by 
an Angel gala every April. She said the 
instructors are not paid, but the group 

needs money for its activities and for the 
maintenance and gas for their three buses. 

“If you are the parent of a special needs 
child, it’s hard to get a job, so how do you 
pay for this?” she said. “[Helping Special 
Angels] is an opportunity for people to 
help those who cannot help themselves.”

Special Angels of  
The Woodlands
Group offers activities for mentally disabled

NONPROFIT

Special Angels of The Woodlands

Woodlands pkwy. 

Terramont Dr. branch 
Crossing Dr.

Grace presbyterian Church
8989 Woodlands parkway
The Woodlands • 281-292-2073
www.specialangelsofthewoodlands.org 

Special Angels instructors lead an activity with several of the participating members. 
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By Matt Stephens

800 PEAKWOOD, SUITE 2E
HOUSTON, TX, 77090

EFFECTIVE 
OCTOBER 10TH, 2013

DR. ORLANDO LOPEZ-ROMAN, M.D. 

GASTROENTEROLOGIST, WILL BE 

RESIGNING FROM NORTH HOUSTON 

SPECIALTY PHYSICIANS. AT YOUR 

REQUEST, WE WILL TRANSFER YOUR 

RECORDS TO ANY PROVIDER OF 

YOUR CHOOSING. PLEASE CONTACT 

OUR OFFICE AT 281-377-1000 WITH 

ANY QUESTIONS.

Your multi-specialty care solution in ONE location!

DR. ORLANDO LOPEZ-ROMAN, M.D. 
GASTROENTEROLOGIST

TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT
call 281-377-1000 or go to 

northhoustonspecialtyphysicians.com

Independent Living  • Assisted Living

Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care 

2323 Lake Robbins Drive

The Woodlands, TX 77380 Facility Number: 104849

brookdale.com

www.villagewoodlands.com

    “I wanted a caring and friendly environment for Dad, with personal attention 

and a great quality of life.  I found it all right here, where Assisted Living is 

designed individually for those who need some help with the activities of daily 

living. People like my Dad. Since he moved in, he’s discovered a renewed sense 

of energy. I couldn’t ask for anything more – and neither could Dad.”  

If you have a loved one that needs great care personalized 

just for them, call (281) 292-4600 to schedule your visit today.   

“When it was time 

to find help for Dad 

I made the best 
decision for all the 

right reasons.”

Service Mark for The Village at the Woodlands Waterway is owned by Bridgewood Houston Property Company, Houston, TX. 20503-ROP01-0813 MRM
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Saint Francis 
Wolf Sanctuary
Founder provides refuge 
for abandoned wolves

J ean LeFevre founded the nonprofit Saint 
Francis Wolf Sanctuary in 2002 as a refuge for 
wolves who were abused as pets and could no 

longer be cared for by their previous owners.  
   After she studied and trained wolves with the Sen-
eca Native Americans in 1976, LeFevre has recruited 
volunteers to instill the Native American tradition 
at her sanctuary. Her aim is to have her wolves help 
people. 

“The difference between our wolves, I think, and 
many other wolves is that several of our wolves are 
therapists,” she said. 

LeFevre, who is an ordained minister, said her 
alpha wolf, Mystery, founded the sanctuary after 
she was found mangled and injured. LeFevre and 
a local veterinarian rehabilitated Mystery’s scars 
and acquired her after obtaining county, state and 
federal licenses to open the sanctuary. 

LeFevre now houses 16 wolves on her five acre 
property with eight enclosures. 

The Saint Francis Wolf Sanctuary is funded 
through visitor donations and money by donors 
who receive the facility’s newsletter. LeFevre said 
Montgomery County allows her to lease the land for 
$1 and she doesn’t claim a salary. The Montgomery 
County Food Bank donates food to the sanctuary 
that has expired for human consumption to the 
sanctuary. The Food Bank donates an average of 21 
pounds of food for each wolf. 

“If you can afford a donation, we appreciate it,” 
she said. “If you can’t, bring your love. If you can’t 
bring your love, don’t come.”

Plans to expand the property and house other 
animals are in the works, LeFevre said. She said she 
wants to rehabilitate animals outside of wolves and 
welcomes outside experts for help. LeFevre said she 
continues her work with wolves because of the inter-
actions she sees between the animals and humans. 

By Connor Hyde 

CLOSE-UP

St. beulah Chapel Rd. 

Map not to scale

105
Lake Conroe

2757 St. beulah Chapel Road
Montgomery • 936-597-9653
www.saintfrancissanctuary.org

Saint Francis Wolf Sanctuary

1  Jean LeFevre and volunteers rehabilitate rescued wolves to show to the public and inform visitors about wolf temperament and history.

2  Each wolf is paired with a partner in exercise runs, which are designated to mark aggressive or docile wolves to ensure the safety of visitors. 

3  LeFevre instills techniques and morals learned from the Seneca Native Americans with the volunteers at Saint Francis Wolf Sanctuary.

4  Visitors to Saint Francis Wolf Sanctuary get a hands-on experience with select wolves during their tour. 
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AIR CONDITIONING 
AND HEATING

281-651-5484

BradburyBrothers.com

REPAIRS
MAINTENANCE
INSTALLATIONS

“We Take Care of Your Air”

$50 OFF
REPAIRS

OF $200 OR MORE
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC

WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 
OFFERS OR SPECIALS. COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER. 

EXPIRES 10-10-13

$59.00
TUNE-UP

(REG. $89)
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC

WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 
OFFERS OR SPECIALS. COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER. 

EXPIRES 10-10-13

YOUR AIR CONDITIONING 
AND HEATING SPECIALISTS
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CHEF’S CORNER - AuSTIn SImmonS
Compiled by Brian Walzel

Menu Highlights

Hubbell & Hudson Bistro

TweetingsAbout the Chef

Executive Chef – hubbell & hudson
from: Arlington, Texas

education: Attended Le Cordon bleu College of Culinary Arts in Austin

Previous restaurants: Mansion on Turtle Creek, Dallas; Tesar’s, The Woodlands

styles: pan Asian Seafood, European Classical

“If seafood is not part of the 
restaurant, I don’t want to work 
there.”

“my passion is to take people 
something they do not normally 
eat and blow them away with it.”

charred spanish octopus: This popular 
dish features tomatoes, compressed 
watermelon, Serrano ham, lime ginger 
emulsion, roasted pumpkin seed oil — $18

hudson valley foie gras: Seared foie, foie 
ravioli, miso consommé, shaved scallion, 
edamame, tofu, enoki mushroom — $23

Prawn and rock shrimp: Simmons’ 
seafood dish features jalepeno-scented 
polenta, Spanish chorizo, avocado relish, 
shrimp and kimchee brown butter — $28 

sea bass: The sea bass dish includes 
hitake mushroom couscous, pickled ginger 
salad, wasabi essence — $36

24 Waterway Ave.
The Woodlands • 281-203-5641
www.hubbellandhudson.com/bistro
Hours: Mon.—Thu. 11 a.m.—4 p.m.; 5—10 p.m. 
fri. 11 a.m.—4 p.m.; 5—11 p.m. Sat. 11 a.m.—3 
p.m.; 5—11 p.m. Sun. 9 a.m.—3 p.m.; 5—9 p.m.

Lake Robins Dr. 
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Sea Bass

Swordfish
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936-447-2800 · WoodforestTx.com
Homes from the $200s to the Millions

Coventry Homes
Darling Homes

DR Horton
Gracepoint Homes
Highland Homes

Huntington Homes
Jeff Paul Custom Homes

Lennar Homes
Mary Ross Custom Homes

Newmark Homes 
Partners in Building

Perry Homes
Ryland Homes

Sullivan Signature Homes
Tom Cox Jr. Custom Homes

Village Builders

When it comes to master-planned communities in Montgomery County, 
Woodforest has something for everyone. With a 27-hole golf course for 
mom and dad. Resort style pool, parks, playgrounds and a splashpad 

for the kids. Miles of hike and bike trails for the whole family.  
And shopping, dining, entertainment and recreational activities – 

all just minutes away.

Woodforest has a beautiful array of new homes priced to suit every  
lifestyle. You’ll find patio homes, homes with golf-course and lake 

views, and amenity-filled custom homes on up to one-acre homesites.  
Visit Woodforest today to find out what we have for you.

Where life Grows.

f

*Based on the number of new home sales in 2nd quarter 2013, Metrostudy. **Based on 2012 new home sales, 
  RCLCO. As with any financial decision, buyers are encouraged to do their own due diligence when selecting 
  a home builder. Woodforest makes no representation or warranties on the quality of the homebuilders.  
  Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. Realtors Welcome. 9/13 - 13187 

Ranked 6th in Houston
and among the nation’s 20
top-selling master-planned 

communities*

Forest Island
Swim Complex

NOW OPEN!



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com34  features

Montgomery Wine & Music Fest

Sept. 21
Sixteen wineries from around the state and 
two stages of live entertainment make up 
Montgomery’s annual fall wine and music 
festival, which also features food pairing 
and cooking demonstrations along with 
a children’s entertainment area. Tastes 
and samples are available for one ticket 
each, or packages can be purchased that 
include a souvenir glass. 10 a.m.—9 p.m. 
free (admission), $1 (single tasting tickets), 
$5 (admission to Celebration children’s 
area). Downtown Montgomery, Liberty 
Street at Hwy. 105. 936-597-5004.  
www.experiencemontgomery.com 

Farm Fun & Corn Maze

Oct. 5 through Dec. 1 
p-6 farms’ “Texas-sized family fun” event 
takes place weekends on a 30-acre farm 
featuring a new corn maze every year, 
pumpkin patches, hayrides, weighted 
duck races, water cannon shooter, and a 
country store. field trips, gatherings and 
birthday parties are available. 10 a.m.–8 
p.m. (Saturday), noon–5 p.m. (Sunday). 
free (age 3 and under), $8.50 (age 4 to 
11 and seniors 64 and up), $10.50 (adults 
12 to 64). p-6 farms, 9963 pooles Road, 
Montgomery. 936-597-6062. www.p-
6farms.com

Conroe Cajun Catfish Festival

Oct. 11 through 13
bands, booths, carnival rides and spicy 
food abound at the 24th annual Conroe 
Cajun Catfish festival. Arts and crafts, 
Go-Texan Wine Area and four stages of 
entertainment are among the highlights 
drawing thousands of guests to downtown 
Conroe annually.  $12 (12 and up), free (11 
and under). 6 p.m.—midnight (Oct. 11), 11 
a.m.—midnight (Oct. 12), 11 a.m.—6 p.m. 
(Oct. 13). 101 S. Main St., Conroe.  
936-539-6009.  
www.conroecajuncatfishfestival.com 

Texas Renaissance Festival

Oct. 12 through Dec. 1
The 39th Texas Renaissance festival 

opens Oct. 12 and features another 
year of 16th Century festivities and 
entertainment. The 55-acre festival 
site offers scheduled entertainment 
by actors and storytellers, human-
powered rides, hundreds of artisans and 
merchants, food, musicians, and jousting 
demonstrations for eight weekends. 9 
a.m.—8 p.m. (Saturdays and Sundays). 
$26 (13 and up), $13 (ages 5 to 12), free (4 
and under).  21778 fM 1774, Todd Mission. 
281-356-2178. www.texrenfest.com

Haunting at Bear Branch Park

Oct. 18, 19, 25, 26, 31
The Woodlands Township presents 
Mangled Manor, a haunted trail behind 
the recreation center recommended for 
children ages 9 and up with parental 
discretion advised. The whole family is 
invited to dress up in costumes to attend 
the Spooky Spectacular Carnival held 
on Halloween with games, treats and 
activities. participants can save $1 on 
haunted trail admission by donating a 
canned food item. 8–10 p.m. (haunted 
trail), 5–9 p.m. (Oct. 31 carnival). free 
(carnival for children under 6 months), $5 
(carnival admission per child), $8 (haunted 
trail admission). The Woodlands Township 
Recreation Center, 5310 Research forest 
Drive. 281-210-3950. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Texian Heritage Festival

Oct. 19
Modern families relive the days of the 
early 1880s at the Texian Heritage 
festival, featuring battle re-enactments, 
weaving and candle-making 
demonstrations, Dutch-oven cooking, 
children’s games, and a chili cook-off. 
proceeds benefit Montgomery County 
Emergency Assistance, which serves 
low-income families. 10 a.m.—5 p.m. $1 
(family). fernland Historical park, 780 
Clepper St., Montgomery.  
936-524-0534. www.texianheritage.org

Fall Craft Show

Oct. 19
The Ladies involved Giving His Touch fall 
Craft Show is held at Timber Lakes baptist 
Church. The 11th annual event includes 
a variety of booths featuring fall and 
Christmas items, jewelry, clothing, and 
décor. A tea room provides shoppers with 
a rest stop and refreshments. 9 a.m.–3 
p.m. free. Timber Lakes baptist Church, 
1540 Sawdust Road. 281-363-9358.  
www.tlbctx.org

Fall fun days

Weekends in October
Spring Creek Growers farm hosts a variety 
of fall themed activities during its fall 
fun days in Magnolia. Activities include 
a pumpkin patch, farm animal viewing 
area, corn sheller, fishing, rubber duck 
races, bean bag toss, hayride, haystack, 
pedal carts and tree house. 10 a.m.–dusk. 
free (ages 2 and under), $5 (ages 2 and 
up) 23803 Decker prairie-Rosehill Road, 
Magnolia. 281-259-8114.  
www.springcreekgrowers.com

THE WOODLANDS 2013
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Outdoor ice rink

Nov. 23 through Jan. 20
The largest seasonal ice rink in the area 
includes a separate and smaller rink for 
beginners and children 5 and under. A 
public preview weekend is set Nov. 16 
and 17 before the rink opens daily Nov. 
23. 3—9 p.m. (Monday through Thursday), 
3—11 p.m. (fridays), 10 a.m.—11 p.m. 
(Saturdays), noon—7 p.m. (Sundays), 1—9 
p.m. (Thanksgiving Day), 11 a.m.—6 p.m. 
(Christmas Eve), 2—8 p.m. (Christmas 
Day), noon—1 a.m. (New year’s Eve), 11 
a.m.—9 p.m. (New year’s Day). $9.50 (6 
and up Monday through friday), $5 (5 and 
under Monday through friday), $10.50 (6 
and up Saturdays and Sundays), $6 (5 and 
under Saturdays and Sundays). Northeast 
corner of Lake Robbins and Six pines 
drives. 281-419-5630. 
www.thewoodlandscvb.com

Tomball German  
Christmas Market

Dec. 13 through 15
four musical stages, street performers, 
arts and crafts, and traditional German 
feasting highlight the annual Tomball 
German Christmas festival and Market. 
The Kinderfest, or children’s area, 
includes carnival rides, a climbing wall, 
petting zoo, hayrides and more. 6—10 
p.m. (Nov. 13); 10 a.m.—10 p.m. (Nov. 14); 
10 a.m.—6 p.m. (Nov. 15). free. Old Town 
Tomball near the historical Train Depot 
plaza, 201 S. Elm St. 281-379-6844. 
www.tomballgermanfest.org

Junior League Holiday Market

Nov. 15 through 17
More than 100 merchants kick off holiday 
shopping at the 11th annual Junior 
League Holiday Market, featuring home 
accessories, clothing, gourmet foods 
and jewelry. Kick-off preview party and 
“Cookies with the Clauses” events also are 
available. proceeds support the nonprofit 
Junior League of North Harris and South 
Montgomery Counties inc. through 
training and community programs. 9 
a.m.—6 p.m. (Nov. 15 and Nov. 16), 10 
a.m.—4 p.m. (Nov. 17). $12 (one-day 
admission). The Woodlands Waterway 
Marriott Hotel and Convention Center, 
1601 Lake Robbins Drive. 281-376-5754. 
www.jlholidaymarket.org

Lighting of the Doves/iWOW

Nov. 23
fireworks, strolling carolers, booths, 
snow slide and inflatables are part of the 
seventh annual international Winter on the 
Waterway, or iWOW, and the 31st annual 
Lighting of the Doves. produced by The 
Woodlands Convention & visitors bureau, 
the celebration includes an appearance by 
Santa. 3—9 p.m. free. Town Green park, 
2099 Lake Robbins Drive. 
www.thewoodlandscvb.com 

Donoho’s Winter Wonderland

Nov. 23 through Jan. 20
Donoho’s Jeweller’s Winter Wonderland 
creates a fantasyland of lighted toy 
soldiers, elves, doves and snowmen 
surrounding The ice Rink at The 
Woodlands Town Center. free (Winter 
Wonderland). Dusk—11 p.m. free. 
Northeast corner of Lake Robbins and 
Six pines drives. 
www.thewoodlandscvb.com 

The Woodlands  
Wildflower Festival 

Oct. 19
The Woodlands Wildflower festival 
features native plant displays, 
environmental exhibits, booths and 
nature-themed gifts for sale. festival-
goers collect a variety of free wildflower 
seeds distributed by local businesses. 
Children’s activities include inflatables, 
petting zoo, pony rides, face painting and 
balloon artists. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. free. Rob 
fleming park, 6055 Creekside forest 
Drive. 281-719-6344. 
www.thewoodlands.com

Pumpkin Fest 

Oct. 19
Craft and food booths, a bake sale, and 
chili cook-off are part of the faith united 
Methodist annual pumpkin fest. The 
event also includes games and activities 
for all ages and a large pumpkin patch for 
photos. 9 a.m.—4 p.m. free.  faith united 
Methodist Church, 2403 Rayford Road, 
Spring. 281-543-0169.  
www.faithumcspring.org

A Taste of the Village

Oct. 20
The village of indian Springs and the 
indian Springs village Center present 
the eighth annual “A Taste of the village,” 
with food samples, live entertainment, 
inflatables, costumed characters 
and special appearances by public 
safety officials. Noon—4 p.m. free. 
indian Springs Shopping Center, 6777 
Woodlands parkway.  
www.indianspringsvillage.com

Autumn Fest

Oct. 26
The Woodlands Christian Church hosts 
its annual Autumn fest, a craft show with 
activities for all ages. baked goods are 

available and vendor applications are now 
being accepted. 10 a.m.—3 p.m. free. 
The Woodlands Christian Church, 1202 N. 
Millbend. www.twcc.org.

Fall Market

Oct. 26
Christ Church united Methodist hosts 
The Woodlands fall Market featuring a 
pumpkin patch, 5 a.m.—8 p.m. free. Christ 
Church united Methodist, 6363 Research 
forest Drive. 936-273-2030. 
www.cc-um.org. 

Trick or Treat Trail

Oct. 27
planning is underway and vendor booths 
are available for the Trick or Treat Trail 
produced by The Woodlands Convention 
& visitors bureau. The Woodlands 
Waterway creates a scenic backdrop 
for trick or treating, children’s activities, 
costume contests and games. 3—6 
p.m. free. Town Green park, 2099 Lake 
Robbins Drive. booth applications are 
due by Oct. 4. 281-210-3478. 
www.thewoodlandscvb.com

Children’s Festival

Nov. 9 and 10
Musical entertainment, kite-flying, panning 
for gold and playing in the sand are 
highlights of the 18th annual Children’s 
festival. 10 a.m.—5 p.m. (Nov. 9); noon—5 
p.m. (Nov. 10). $8 (advance), $10 (at the 
gate). Cynthia Woods Mitchell pavilion, 
2005 Lake Robbins Drive. 
281-363-3300. www.woodlandscenter.org

Home for the Holidays

Nov. 9 through Dec. 21
The 33rd annual Home for the Holidays 
event features live entertainment on 
weekends among the more than 150 
decorated shops in historic Old Town 
Spring. photos with Santa, horse and 
carriage rides are available, and live 
performances and music take place 
weekends throughout the holiday season. 
10 a.m.—6 p.m. free. Old Town Spring, 
403 Main St., Spring. 281-353-9310. 
www.oldtownspring.com. 
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This list is not a comprehensive list of area festivals or events.

Are your carpets and tile fl oors 
REALLY clean? Call us today!

Green Texas Chem Dry
1-888-652-0109

$25 
OFF

$200 
minimum 
services

Does not apply 
with any

other coupons 
or discounts. 

Expires 10-9-13
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&  INVITE YOU TO ENJOY OUR ANNUAL:

LIVE MUSIC 
OGRE Band and 

Class Act Productions
 KIDS’ FUN

  Characters, Infl atables, 
Face Painting, Balloon 
Artist, Alpha & Omega 
Horse and much more

 FOOD & INFORMATION
Free Tastings by Chili’s, 

Dickey’s, 
Edible Arrangements, 
HEB, Nothing Bundt 
Cakes, Orange Leaf, 
Pei Wei, Starbuck’s, 
Sundale, Via Emilia & 

Which Wich

Village Business and 
Community Info

 Taste
of thee Villagethee

Saturday, October 12th

Noon – 4:00 pm

Indian Springs Shopping Center

SAVE THE DATE: 10/12
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Sunday Outdoor Concerts
Sept. 8 through Oct. 20 
Now in its 20th year, The Woodlands 
Sunday Concert in the park series 
features sounds such as country, jazz, 
rock and Texas funk. A sidewalk chalk 
competition takes place during the Sept. 
22 concert. 5:30—7:30 p.m. Sundays. 
free. Northshore park, 2505 Lake 
Woodlands Drive. 281-210-3950. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Sept. 26 through 29
The yMCA Dragon boat Team Challenge 
is an event designed to build community 
spirit among corporations, civic groups 

and community organizations. Teams 
are made up of 20–30 members, one 
cadence drummer, one to catch and carry 
the flag with the remaining 18 members 
rowing the 40-foot boat. Other events 
include dodge ball, “moonwalk volleyball” 
and human foosball. Teams compete in 
4-hour brackets. 2—6 p.m. Sept. 26; 8 
a.m.—noon or 2—6 p.m. Sept. 27 and 
Sept. 28; 8—noon (high school teams 
only) and 2—6 p.m. Sept. 29. $650 (per 
team), $575 (high schools and nonprofits). 
Northshore park, 2505 Lake Woodlands 
Drive. 713-659-5566.  
www.ymcadragonboat.org

Toyota Texas Bass Classic
Oct. 4 through 6
The Toyota Texas bass Classic is a bass 
fishing world championship on Lake 
Conroe, combined with live country 
music entertainers and barbecue cook-
off. The competition features the top 50 
professional bass anglers in the world. 
proceeds benefit the Texas parks and 
Wildlife Department. free tickets for up 
to four are available on the website. Lone 

Star Convention and Expo Center, 9055 
Airport Road, Conroe. 1-866-907-0143.  
www.toyotatexasbassclassic.com

Oct. 5 through 6
families attending the annual Creekside 
Campout need only bring tents and 
sleeping bags for this outdoor event that 
includes dinner, snacks, breakfast and all 
activities. $125 (family of four), $30 (each 
extra family member). 2 p.m.—9 a.m. Rob 
fleming park, 6055 Creekside forest 
Drive. 281-210-3800. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Kayaking on Woodlands 
Waterway
Through Dec. 31
Hourly kayak rentals from the Riva Row 
boat House include paddles and life 
jackets, and there is no cap on hourly 
rentals. 9 a.m.—sunset except Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays. $20 per hour plus 
$5 additional hours (tandem kayaks), 
$15 plus $5 per additional hour (single 
kayaks). Riva Row boat House, 2101 Riva 
Row. 281-210-3965. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/

Le Tour de Woodlands
Oct. 19
interfaith of The Woodlands presents Le 
Tour de Woodlands, a cycling event with 
various long and short courses for riders 
of all ages and abilities. participants 
choose from 3.7-mile, 7.5-mile, 20-mile or 
40-mile courses. Helmets are required. 
7:45 a.m. $35 (individual cyclists), $50 
(families of 2 to 4), $10 (additional riders). 
2801 Technology forest blvd. 
832-615-8230.  
www.woodlandsinterfaith.org

Wilderness survival 
class
Nov. 10
A “learn-by-doing” class in 
wilderness survival is held in the 
Jones State forest, covering topics 
such as alternative fire methods, 
signaling, water collection and 
protection from the elements. Students 
wear comfortable clothing, sunglasses 
and sunscreen, and all other equipment is 
provided. The class is designed for ages 
14 and up, or 11 and older if participating 
with a parent. 1-5 p.m. $55 (residents), 
$60 (nonresidents) Jones State forest of 
fM 1488. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Nov. 15 through 16
board games, activities and lodging in a 
tent, tree house or teepee highlight the 
yMCA fall campout for families. 6 p.m.—9 
a.m. $10 (per family, yMCA members) 
$20 (per family, nonmembers). Outdoor 
Adventure Center at Creekside 6464 
Creekside forest Drive. 713-659-5566.  
www.ymcahouston.org

Outdoor
GuideEvents & Activities

2013

Compiled By Nicole Bradford

YMCA family campout

Creekside Campout

Dragon Boat races
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Evening bike rides
The Woodlands Cycling Club 

hosts an evening bike ride every 
Wednesday for beginners. 
Helmets are required and 

riders are encouraged to be 
prompt. 6 p.m. free. Ashlane yMCA, 

8100 Ashlane Way, Spring.  
www.woodlandscycling.org

Lone Star Trail hikers
Affiliated with the American Hiking 
Society, the Lone Star Hiking Trail Club 
hosts events year round, including group 
hikes and trail maintenance hikes on the 
second and fourth Saturdays of each 
month. Event locations are primarily on 
the Lone Star Hiking Trail in the Sam 
Houston National forest, and hikes are 
described as easy to moderate, covering 
between 6 and 8 miles. $15 (yearly club 
membership, tax deductible). www.
lonestartrail.org

The Woodlands Running 
Club
Trail running, marathon training, 5Ks, 
tips and social events are among the 
benefits of The Woodlands Running Club, 
a nonprofit group for runners of all ability 
levels. free for open weekend morning 
group runs of 6 to 7 miles. $21 (annual 
individual club membership), $26 (annual 
family membership).  
www.thewoodlandsrunningclub.org

Archery lessons, 
tournaments

Archery Range Texas holds classes, 
lessons and tournaments 

throughout the year. Range is 
less than five miles from The 
Woodlands Mall. 8 a.m. –7 p.m. 
(Monday —friday), weekends 
by appointment.  18500 Trails 
End Road, Conroe.  
832-585-0671.  
www.archeryrangetexas.com 

Motocross racing
Dirt bike enthusiasts compete 

on seven different tracks at 
Conroe’s 3 palms Extreme Sports 

park, which also offers a wakeboarding 
lake, jet ski late, camping and fishing. 10 
a.m.—6 p.m. (Mondays—Tuesdays), 10 
a.m.—9 p.m. (Wednesdays), 10 a.m.—6 
p.m. (Thursdays and fridays), 9 a.m.—6 
p.m. weekends. $19 (practice fee), $3 
(spectator fee), $60 (annual membership). 
15100 i-45 S., Conroe. 936-321-8725.  
www.threepalmsesp.com

Hiking and bird watching
interpretive signs along the nature trails 
in the Montgomery County preserve 
mark forest wonders, native plants and 
trees. The 71-acre preserve is a draw for 
area ecotourists and birders and is also 
the site of national butterfly counts by 
butterfly Enthusiasts of Southeast Texas. 
The preserve lies near the confluence of 
Spring Creek and panther Creek, but it 
does not provide waterway access. Open 
daylight hours. free. 1118 pruitt Road. 
281-367-7283.  
www.springcreekgreenway.org

The Woodlands bass Club is a local bass 
fishing club with membership ranging 
from accomplisher anglers to new 
beginners, boaters and non-boaters. 
Ongoing scheduled tournaments 
are fished on lakes within 
a 200-mile radius of The 
Woodlands. Membership 
is open to all ages and 
younger than 18 with a 
parent or guardian sponsor. 
This group practices catch 
and release. upcoming 
tournaments are Sept. 21—22 
at Toledo bend fin and feather 
Resort and Oct. 26—27 at Lake Sam 

Rayburn, Caney Ramp. Club meets on 
the third Monday of the month at Capt. 
Kirk’s Marine, 705 Sawdust Road. $10 
(membership dues per month).  
www.thewoodlandsbassclub.org

Ropes teambuilding 
courses
beginners to advanced climbers learn 
teamwork and develop self reliance in the 
Alpine Tower Challenge Course 
South County yMCA’s Creekside yMCA 
Outdoor Adventure Center. Helmets and 
harnesses are provided and sessions are 
3 hours long.  $20 (per person, plus $15 
per person for catered lunch).  
713-659-5566. www.ymcahouston.org

Skeet shooting and 
handgun classes
Skeet lessons for beginners, handgun 
classes and sporting clays are offered at 
the 36-acre Creekwood Shooting Sports 
near Lake Conroe. pistol, shotgun and 
eyewear rentals are available. Noon—8 
p.m. (Wednesdays and Thursdays), 8:30 
a.m.—5 p.m. (fridays—Sundays). $50 
(1 hour of shotgun instruction), $125 
(membership, skeet and trap), $125 
(concealed handgun license class), 
$7.50–$20 (range practice fees). 12824 
Hwy 105 W., Conroe. 936-588-3793.  
www.creekwoodshootingsports.com

Horseback riding
All ages and skill levels can take a 
horseback ride on the trails along 
Cypress Creek during the adventure 
trail rides offered by Cypress Trails. The 
Humble-based business also offers 
weekday picnic and dinner rides, riding 
lessons, and boarding. $50 (1-hour ride), 
$100 (weekday lunch ride), $160 (all day 
ride with lunch) 21415 Cypresswood 

Drive, Humble. 281-446-7232.  
www.horseridingfun.com 

Learn to row
The nonprofit Rowing 
Club of The Woodlands 
holds training in rowing 
year round. based in 

Northshore park, the 
group also is actively 

involved in beautification and community 
service. The club usually holds two major 
regattas during the year. Membership 
is offered after completion of the club’s 
Learn to Row program. $180 (group 
course, resident), $190 (nonresident), 
$240 (private lessons), $300 (annual 
membership including access to public 
boats and boathouse).  
www.woodlandsrowing.org

Rent a bicycle built for two
House of Tandems bike shop in nearby 
Spring boasts the only tandem bicycle 
rentals in the state which offers 
pickup and delivery available. Hours 
by appointment. $75 (per day), $150 
(weekend rental).  2043 pinewoods 
Way, Spring. 713-962-1417.  
houseoftandems.com

UH is an EEO/AA Institution 

Located  in LSC-University Park  near Tomball Parkway and Louetta Road 
northwest@uh.edu             uh.edu/northwest            832-842-5700  

facebook.com/UHNorthwest @UHNorthwest 

College of Technology 
M.S., Human Resource Development 
M.S., Technology Project Management 
B.S., Mechanical Engineering Technology 
B.S., Organizational Leadership & Supervision 
B.S., Retailing & Consumer Science 
B.S., Supply Chain & Logistics 

C. T. Bauer College of Business 
M.B.A., Evening Program 
   Energy Focus Available 
Certificate in Accountancy Program 
Global Business Minor 
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences 
B.A., Communication 
B.A./B.S., Psychology 

C
o

ur
te

sy
 T

he
 W

o
o

d
la

nd
s 

b
as

s 
C

lu
b

Bass fishing club



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com38  features

Build Equity;
Why PAY Rent?{ {Providing today’s smart business owners with quality offi ce ownership. 

Don’t throw away money each month on rent. Call us and own today! 

25511 Budde Road | The Woodlands, 77380  | 281.292.6100 | www.brownstoneoffi cecondos.com 

   New             
Loca�on 

Exotic and Repurposed Hardwood Furniture, Home Accessories and More

26207 Oak Ridge Dr. Ste. A. • The Woodlands, TX 77380    

281-292-5536 • 713-426-5556 • Monday to Saturday 10-6pm • Sunday By Appointment Only 

www.TexasTuscanFurniture.com                   info@TexasTuscanFurniture.com

TEXAS  TUSCAN   FURNITURE    DESIGNS

Where Everything is One of a Kind...

Redefi ning Fine Furniture

NEW
WOODLANDS

LOCATION

New 
Woodlands 

Location
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CORRIDOR Compiled by Matt Stephens

Retail

1  Sam’s Club offers electronics, 
furniture, groceries, clothing and 
household products. The location features 
a gas station, bakery, meat section, 
pharmacy, optical, and tire and batteries 
services center. 19091 i-45 S.  
936-271-1732. www.samsclub.com 

2  The AT&T store offers cell phones, 
cases, accessories and other services to 
AT&T customers. 19075 i-45 S., Ste. 121A.  
936-321-9696. www.att.com 

3  EmbroidMe sells corporate apparel, 
bags and totes, awards, and other 
promotional products, while also offering 
embroidery and garment printing.  
19075 i-45 S., Ste. 121b. 936-271-1500. 
www.embroidme-thewoodlands.com 

4  Busy Body sells exercise equipment, 
including free weights, treadmills, exercise 
bikes and ellipticals, while providing 
equipment delivery and installation.  
19075 i-45 S., Ste. 121C. 936-271-3600.  
www.busybodyhouston.com 

5  A-Med Medical Supply has serviced 
the community for more than two 
decades, providing a wide array of home 
medical equipment, as well as packaging, 
shipping, delivery, installation and pick 
up. 19073 i-45 S., Ste. 195. 936-321-7614. 
www.a-medinc.com 

6  The Montgomery County Women’s 
Center’s Something Special retail shop 
provides apparel, furniture, appliances, 
linens and seasonal decorations. Store 
revenue helps operate the MCWC shelter. 
19073 i-45 S., Ste. 180. 281-292-0443.  
www.mcwcthewoodlands.org 

7   Rose Hollow sells clothes and 
accessories for horseback riding, including 
saddles, boots and grooming supplies. 
19073 i-45 S., Ste. 120. 936-271-2505. 

8   Southside Skateshop offers a 
variety of skateboards, skateboard parts, 
accessories, helmets and apparel. 19073 
i-45 S., Ste. 108. 281-201-5479.  
www.southsideskatepark.com 

9  Car Toys features a wide variety of car 
accessories, such as audio, mobile, video 

and GpS devices. The location offers 
cell phone services and auto detailing 
services. 19073 i-45 S., Ste. 100.  
936-271-7715. www.cartoys.com 

Dining

10  Hebert’s Specialty Meats serves 
ready-to-bake Cajun favorites, such as 
turducken, andouille and etouffee. 19075 
i-45 S., Ste. 121b1. 936-321-7770.  
www.hebertsspecialtymeats.com 

11  El Bosque Mexican Grill serves a 
wide array of Mexican favorites, such as 
chimichangas, flautas, chile rellenos, taco 
salad and stuffed avocados.  
19073 i-45 S., Ste. 135. 936-321-9860.  
www.elbosquewoodlands.com 

Services 

12  Scottrade offers investment products, 
online banking and trading, and mobile 
trading services. 19073 i-45 S., Ste. 190. 
936-273-5999. www.scottrade.com 

13  Any Lab Test Now provides lab 
testing services, such as DNA tests, health 
and fitness tests, toxicology tests and 

legal tests. 19073 i-45 S., Ste. 110.  
832-813-8141. www.anylabtestnow.com 

14   Cell Phone Repair provides cell 
phone repair, mail-in repair and phone 
recycling, as well as an online store.  
19073 i-45 S., Ste. 107. 281-362-5437. 
www.cpr-woodlands.com 

health Care 

15  Portofino Dental and Dr. Gerese 
Davis provide dental services, including 
bonding, cleaning, crowns, oral cancer 
screenings and whitening.  
19073 i-45 S., Ste. 185. 936-273-0034. 
www.thewoodlandstxdentist.com 

16  Clarity Hearing offers several 
hearing aids as well as sound therapy for 
customers with tinnitus and hearing check 
ups, cleaning, repair and reprogramming. 
19073 i-45 S., Ste. 145. 936-273-4437. 
www.hearingwithclarity.com 

17  Dr. pachie Chan opened Portofino 
Family Clinic in 2003, offering traditional 
health care services with a personal touch. 
19073 i-45 S., Ste. 115. 936-271-2227. 
www.drpachiechan.com 

beauty

18  Venus Nails & Facial offers a 
variety of beauty services and packages, 
including manicures, pedicures, facials 
and waxings. 19073 i-45 S., Ste. 150. 
www.venus-nailsandfacial.com 

19  Je’Tem Salon & Spa provides 
haircuts, coloring, full-body waxing, 
facials, massages and nails, while selling 
a wide array of hair products, makeup and 
accessories. 19073 i-45 S., Ste. 140.  
936-321-2899. 

20  Darque Tan features tanning services 
using a variety of tanning equipment. 
19073 i-45 S., Ste. 105. 936-321-8266. 
www.darquetan.com

Portofino Shopping Center II   Shenandoah
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Of� ce: 281.367.7770
Cell: 281.703.6059
www.fl othewoodlands.com
Flonewman@remax.net

Re/Max The Woodlands & Spring

Flo Newman
Re/Max Hall of Fame & Re/Max Lifetime Achievement Award

Educational Credentials: B.A., GRI, ABR, Associate Broker

Af� iated with ReMax-The Woodlands & Spring
(The TOP PRODUCING of� ce in Montgomery County)

Recognized by The Houston Business Journal as being ranked #10 out of over 
15,000 Houston area Realtors in number of closed transactions per year

Nationally ranked among the top 1% of agents nationwide since 1990
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Caring, Committed Service
Make your next move easy...
      Go with the Flo!

WHETHER BUYING OR SELLING... WORK WITH AN AGENT COMMITTED TO REPRESENTING YOU!

Serving The Woodlands since 1974
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DEVELOPMENT HEALTH CARE

REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our Houston Metro editions

Tomball Tollway to ease traffic, grow economy

Toshiba completes Houston expansion VA facility to open Oct. 15 in Tomball

Mobility bond would fund county projects
TOmbAll Construction on the long 
awaited tollway component of Hwy. 
249 is slated to break ground later this 
month and is expected, upon comple-
tion, to increase mobility, alleviate traffic 
and have a positive economic impact.

The idea of a tollway running from 
Spring Cypress Road to FM 1774 in 
Pinehurst has been looked at for some 
time, said Craig Doyal, Montgomery 
County Precinct 2 commissioner. Doyal 
said traffic projections and reports in 
the region showed a need to build the 
tollway, and because of a collaborative 
regional effort between Harris and Mont-
gomery counties a groundbreaking to 
start construction is set for Sept. 25.

“This [Hwy. 249 tollway] has been 
talked about for 50 years, and it’s about 
to become an overnight success,” Doyal 
said.  

The Tomball Tollway, as it will come to 
be known, is a two-phase project. Phase 
I will stretch from Spring Cypress Road 

to FM 2920. The second phase will run 
from FM 2920 to FM 1774 in Pinehu-
rst and requires a partnership between 
Harris and Montgomery counties for 
successful completion. 

The Harris County Toll Road Author-
ity is responsible for the Harris County 
portion of the project, which is all of 
Phase I and Phase II from FM 2920 to the 
Harris/Montgomery county line, which 
is Spring Creek. According to HCTRA, 
the Harris County portion of the project 
will cost an estimated $335 million. 
Full story by David Pollan

TOmbAll Veterans in Tomball will 
soon be able to get health care closer 
to home with the opening of a new 
33,000-square-foot Veteran’s Affairs clinic.

The clinic, being built at 1200 W. Main 
St. in Tomball, is nearing completion and 
will open to the public Oct. 15, with a rib-
bon cutting set for Oct. 8. 

“It’s going to be gorgeous,” said Maureen 
Dyman, public affairs officer with The 
Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical Center in 
Houston. “It’s very big and spacious. And 
it will provide Tomball area residents with 
care closer to home. It will be much more 
convenient for patients.”

The clinic is being built to give area 
veterans a more local opportunity to seek 
medical treatment. Tomball and Magnolia 
residents have to travel to Houston or Con-
roe to get to the nearest veterans clinic.
Full story by Tamra Santana

Cy-FAIR Toshiba International Corpo-
ration completed the most recent of three 
expansions in the past five years at its 
1-million-square-foot, 55-acre northwest 
Harris County facility this July. The new 
$20 million facility will allow the global 
company to expand its manufacturing 
capabilities and hire 100 new employees 
to continue serving clients in the oil and 
gas, mining, and mass transit fields. 

Toshiba moved into the Houston mar-
ket 40 years ago and settled on its Houston 
location off North Eldridge Parkway near 
West Little York because of the close prox-
imity to the Port of Houston. 

“Now it is ideal in that we are adjacent 
to the Energy Corridor, which runs off 
Eldridge and I-10,” said Travis Coggin, 
senior marketing communications spe-
cialist. “A lot of oil and gas companies are 
located near this area.” 

One factor that might play into compa-
nies locating on and around FM 529 is the 
close proximity to residential and com-
mercial entities, said Jack Cagle, Harris 
County Precinct 4 commissioner.

“The manufacturing and industrial side 
of things is just exploding,” he said.
Full story by Marie Leonard

SUGAR lAND Rapid 
population growth and 
the need for improved 
mobility in Fort Bend 
County prompted the 
Commissioners Court to 
call for a Nov. 5 mobil-
ity bond election. 

The proposed $184.9 
million bond—which 
would be the third since 
2000—is not expected 
to increase the county’s 
property tax rate, and it 
will fund the widening of 
major thoroughfares, such as Hwy. 6 and 
Hwy. 90. 

“I would imagine if the county wants to 
avoid gridlock in the county road system 
that we will be voting [on] bonds every six 
to eight years, as long as the growth  
keeps up,” County Judge Bob Hebert said. 

More than 620,000 people live in Fort 
Bend County, which is up more than 75 

percent from 354,452 residents in 2000, 
according to U.S. Census data. The popu-
lation is expected to rise to 1 million by 
2020, which has county officials laying the 
groundwork for future growth. 

“Most of the roads in Fort Bend County 
are put in by developers, but they can 
only put roads in on the land they own,” 
Hebert said.
Full story by Marie Leonard

D
av

id
 p

o
lla

n

Ta
m

ra
 S

an
ta

na

Jo
hn

 R
ig

g

TOP STORIES



The Woodlands Edition • September 2013 features  41

hARRIS COUNTy Harris County 
Precinct 4 is working to widen roads 
on major connecting corridors to 
help manage growth in an area that 
has large business expansions and 
is growing by 80 people per day.

Harris County’s explosive population 
growth during the past decade has caused 
a number of congested roadways through-
out the region, which is why expanding 
current roads and building new roadways 

is crucial to the continued growth in the 
area, said Mark Seegers, communications 
director with Harris County Precinct 4. 

“By population, if you just took Precinct 
4, it would be the 43rd largest state in the 
nation,” Seegers said. “It’s clear this is one 
of the heavy growth areas. It’s important 
you have the major growth corridors, such 
as Spring Stuebner and Stuebner Airline, 
and connecting roads, such as Gosling, 
opened up as much as possible.”
Full story by Tamra Santana

TRANSPORTATION

Congested roadways, 
need for road 
widenings in region

Full stories online at impactnews.com

HISTORY

DINING ENTERTAINMENT

SUGAR lAND The history of Sugar 
Land is bound up with the history of the 
Imperial Sugar Company. What had once 
been a plantation and mill that relied on 
forced labor became a model company 
town. Imperial Sugar was the leading 
employer in Sugar Land for nearly a cen-
tury, and the vision of its founders—Isaac 
Kempner and W.T. Eldridge—would 
shape the community’s growth for years.

“Kempner and Eldridge were visionary 
in creating an education system, good 
paved roads, good housing and access to 
clean water,” said Dennis Parmer, execu-
tive director of the Sugar Land Heritage 

Foundation. “They saw the need for 
infrastructure, and they created a town 
where people would want to live.”
Full story by Nathaniel Stone

mAGNOlIA Walking in to Umami 
Grill & Sushi, diners are instantly trans-
ported to a quiet, relaxed atmosphere—a 
stark difference from the bright, busy 
FM 1488 road where it is located.

Umami Grill & Sushi offers Magnolia 
residents fresh, authentic sushi, Korean 
barbecue, Hibachi and Japanese cuisine 
in a casual dining atmosphere.

The restaurant, which opened a year 
ago, includes a sushi bar, a dining room 
filled with more than two dozen tables 
and a full-service bar.

Owner Jennifer Zilliox emphasizes 
high-quality food and elegant plate 
presentations. The food is prepared with 
great attention to detail, Zilliox said.

The dishes at Umami are prepared 
with fresh herbs and vegetables from its 
garden behind the restaurant. Vegetables 
in the garden include squash, green 
onions, red and green lettuce, cilantro, 
and parsley. 

“We use fresh ingredients,” Zilliox 

said. “We never pre-make anything. Our 
vegetables are never soggy. Our sushi is 
made with top quality ingredients deliv-
ered twice a week.”  
Full story by Tamara Santana Cy-FAIR Owners Andy Correa and Carl 

Robbins have made Rooster’s Sports Bar 
and Grill a place that brings its custom-
ers together not only through their din-
ing experience, but also through sports. 

“We wanted [to create] a family-
oriented bar and grill that allowed the 
community to practice their sport and 
enjoy good food and customer service,” 
Correa said. 

After 23 years of working in Houston-
area restaurants, such as Ninfa’s, Las 
Mananitas, and Rosas, Correa opened 
Rooster’s with Robbins in June 2012 as a 
way to give back to the community. 

Rooster’s is next door to The Golf 
Center in Fairfield, where customers can 
visit the golf pro shop and sign up for 
private lessons and memberships. 

The sprawling 23-acre driving range 
overlooks the outdoor seating at Roost-
er’s and, together, the two businesses 

provide golfers a distinctive opportunity 
to practice on the grounds just steps 
away from Rooster’s outdoor patio. 

“Golf is a very popular sport here,” 
Correa said. “We’re located in a great 
community and having the golf range 
helps add to [the customer’s] experience. 
We see lots of families come through 
here who enjoy music, food and being 
able to watch each other play.” 
Full story by George Mattingly

Imperial Sugar Company

Umami Grill & Sushi Rooster’s Sports Bar 
and Grill
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6960 fM 1488
Magnolia • 832-934-2649
www.umamigrillandsushi.com
Hours: Sun.–Wed. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.,
Thur.–Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.
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Landing—the first office build-
ing—about 10 months ago. “You 
look at the [Hughes Landing] 
area and you see developments all 
around it,” Sutton said. “This is a 
place where the time has come.”

Although most of the early con-
struction has focused on commer-
cial development, other areas could 
break ground in 2013. Sutton said 
construction should break ground 
by the fourth quarter of this year 
for a 40,000–50,000-square-foot 
specialty grocer and a parking 
garage as the Development Com-
pany finalizes leasing for the space. 

Paul Layne, executive vice presi-
dent of master-planned commu-
nities for the Howard Hughes 
Company, said the development 
company is discussing a lease with 
Whole Foods. If constructed, it 
would be the first Whole Foods in 
The Woodlands. 

Hughes Landing will also house 
what the development company 
is calling Restaurant Row, an area 
that will feature at least six restau-
rants. Escalante, a Mexican restau-
rant, has already signed a lease, 
while Eddie V’s, a seafood restau-
rant, and Whiskey Cake Kitchen 
& Bar are close to signing, Layne 

said. He said the development 
company is also seeking an Ital-
ian restaurant, and as many as 40 
restaurants are vying for those few 
spots in Hughes Landing. 

“It’s tremendously popular right 
now for high-end retail, and res-
taurants, particularly, are really 
interested right now,” said Gil 
Staley, CEO of The Woodlands 
Area Economic Development 
Partnership.

Staley said the EDP was recently 
contacted by one major restau-
rant group from Orlando seeking 
data on Hughes Landing and The 
Woodlands, indicating how far the 
demand reaches. 

Construction on Restaurant 
Row could begin once all restau-
rants are signed, Sutton said. 

The first phase of residential 
development could begin this 
month, Sutton said. That includes 
an eight-story multi-family build-
ing with 391 luxury units and 
20,000 square feet of retail on the 
first floor. Discussions are also 
underway for possible entertain-
ment attractions, including a live 
music venue, a bowling alley and 
venues similar to Main Event or 
Dave & Buster’s. 

“You develop a place with 
energy, and it becomes a place 
where people want to be,” Sutton 

Hughes Landing
Continued from | 1
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A 66-acre mixed-use development, Hughes 
Landing will feature 1.5 million to 2 million 
square feet of office space, 800–1,000 apartment 
units, 175,000–200,000 square feet of retail and 
200,000 square feet for a hotel. 

1

2
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The Woodlands
HUGHES LANDING

MASTER PLAN

Assisted Living with 
an emphasis on 

Living.

Imagine watching your loved one regain an enthusiasm for life with 
personalized support in a friendly, encouraging environment. A little help 
can make an enormous difference with activities of daily living such as 
bathing and dressing.
Call to schedule a get-acquainted visit, or tour our website today and 
discover how we provide our residents with the highest standards of 
Assisted Living.

Services and Amenities Include:
• Pet friendly    • On-site home health
• Kitchenettes    • Customized care plans
• On-site therapy gym for physical,  • Wireless Internet in
   speech and occupational therapy    common areas
        

AssIsted LIvIng
ALzheImer’s & dementIA CAre

303 Lantern Bend drive  |  houston, tX 77090

1-877-849-3120
brookdale.com

Facility no. 030280

1 Bedroom Apartments Start at $1,995

ALL THE PLACES LIFE CAN GO is a trademark of Brookdale Senior Living, Inc., Nashville, TN, USA ® Reg. U.S. Patent and TM Office. 52320-RES21-0513-GB

Please join Tradition Bank as we show our appreciation 
for the Senior Citizens of our community. Come enjoy

lunch and connect with others – we’ll even have
a few surprises to share! We hope you will join us.

 
Friday, September 27th

11AM - 1PM 
Tradition Bank, 3205 College Park Dr.,

The Woodlands, TX 77384

Attendance is free. Lunch will be served.

To register or for more information, please  
contact woodlandsevent@traditionbank.com

or call 936-273-4286.

Senior Citizens Appreciation Day
September 27th • 11AM - 1PM

said. “And that is why we’re being 
real careful in selecting our retail. 
We want to make sure there’s 
energy.”

Layne said discussions are  
also ongoing with two possible 
properties for the development’s 

hotel: Element by Starwood and 
Embassy Suites. 

Office space 
The first of as many as 11 possi-

ble office buildings within Hughes 
Landing, One Hughes Landing is 

complete and will begin housing 
tenants this month. Construction 
began on Two Hughes Landing in 
June, which should be nearly iden-
tical in size to One Hughes Land-
ing, Sutton said. 

The third office building could 
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2 Two Hughes Landing - Office Building
   • Scheduled completion spring 2014 
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have been signed, although 95 per-
cent of the leases will soon be final-
ized for the 197,000-square-foot, 
8-story building. Tenants include 
Layne Christiansen, PetroQuest 
Energy and Post Oak Bank.

Frank LaRosa, senior vice presi-
dent and chief administrative offi-
cer for Layne Christensen, said his 
company should add more than 
100 jobs when it moves from Kan-
sas City. LaRosa said the housing 
market and increased property 
taxes in The Woodlands, com-
pared to his company’s previous 
location, are not ideal, but the area 
offers a good labor base for new 
employees and strong amenities. 

“We determined it was in the 
best interest of the company to 
reconsolidate and bring our lead-
ership team together in a new 
location,” he said. “We selected 
The Woodlands first and foremost 
because it’s close to our energy ser-
vices market, which is a growing 
business for us, and because of the 
amenities in Houston.”

Although Sutton said no ten-
ants have signed leases yet for Two 
Hughes Landing, he and Staley 
believe the demand is strong. 

“[One Hughes Landing] filling 
up so quickly is a good indica-
tor of how strong it is right now 
for office demand,” Staley said. 

“Two is taking off as well and 
three should be right behind.” 

Transportation concerns
With 66 acres being developed 

less than a mile from Town Cen-
ter, Sutton said Hughes Landing 
will increase traffic in the area. 
However, he said the development 
company has planned for infra-
structure in that area, and much of 
the infrastructure in place is unde-
rused.  

Sutton said such improvements 
could include expanding roads 
from four lanes to six lanes at cer-
tain intersections for left and right 
turns. The development company 
has also planned for overpasses at 
Grogan’s Mill Road and Research 
Forest Drive and at Grogan’s Mill 
and Lake Woodlands Drive. 

Sutton said The Woodlands 
Township could also expand the 
trolley service to Hughes Landing. 

“We are very hopeful that the 
trolley will come out to Hughes 
Landing and come back to the 
Town Center and those areas,” Sut-
ton said. 

How likely are you to use the amenities at 
Hughes Landing?

Take the poll online at  
impactnews.com/wdl-poll

We provide counsel 
and expertise on:
•  Asset Protection

•  Tax and Charitable Planning

•  Trust and Estate Planning

• Family Business Issues with a 

 Focus on Succession Planning, 

 Exit Strategies and Business 

 Transactions

• Probate

• Trust and Estate Litigation

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 200 - The Woodlands, TX 77380 
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

 Steven J. Clausen 
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

*

*

Who do you turn to when you have a family 
business, wealth preservation or tax issue? 

You turn to the expert who has handled these complex 
issues for over twenty-fi ve years as a large fi rm partner 

and as the owner of a boutique fi rm.

facebook.com/mainstreamboutiquethewoodlandstx | 3091 College Park Drive, Ste. 193 | 936.231.8609

20% OFF
one item

Good for regular priced items.  
Valid only at The Woodlands location.

Expires 10/8/13

Unique, 
affordable 
fashions for 
women of 
all ages

 Complete Automotive & 
    Transmission Repair

 Preventative Maintenance 

 Air Conditioning 
    & Heating

 Extended Warranties

 Computer Diagnostics

“We’re your neighborhood auto 
repair shop and have 

been for 40 years”
www.milsteadautomotive.com

(281) 367-3535

diagnostics with any repair any repair over $100
A value of up to $150. One coupon per customer, must present ad at time 

of service, cannot be combined with any other offer.
One coupon per customer, must present ad at time of service, cannot be 

combined with any other offer.

“Please take us up on this offer. We’d love to 
be your car care center.” -Amy Milstead

50% OFF $25 OFF

begin construction in spring 2014 
once Two Hughes Landing nears 
completion. Future office build-
ings should follow suit, breaking 
ground shortly after the previous 
building’s completion date.  

“The interest picks up 

considerably once construction 
picks up and the tenant can see 
there’s actually a building there,” 
Sutton said. 

The third office facility could 
be as tall as 12 stories, while the 
fourth could be 14 or higher as 

the buildings get farther from the 
water, Sutton said. The develop-
ment company has even con-
sidered an office building on the 
water. 

Sutton said 87 percent of the 
leases for One Hughes Landing 

2

One Hughes Landing - Office Building
   • Opened in September

1 Restaurant Row
   •  Construction will begin once restaurants are signed. 

Specialty grocer
   • Construction could begin in the fourth quarter of 2013.  

3

4

Residential Phase I
   •  The fist phase of multi-family residential space could break ground  
      in September.

5
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Save the Date – December 6, 2013
Register online at specialevents.johncooper.org 

or contact the Advancement Office at 281.367.0900 x2326

Underwriting available at $5,000, $3,000 and $1,500. 
Individual reservations are $100.

Purchase a table for the best seats and treat your clients,  
staff or colleagues to this memorable one-of-a-kind event. 

Don’t delay – priority goes to our early sponsors!

Author of 21 novels, including The Tenth Circle, 
Plain Truth and My Sister’s Keeper

9th Annual Signatures Author Series Luncheon 
featuring best-selling author  

Jodi Picoult

Woodlands Waterway Marriott  
Hotel & Convention Center

Pulitzer Prize

Stacey and Steve Bourque

Nobel Prize 

Anne and Dave 
Dunlap and Family

Anderson, Dickens 
and Yeager 

Families

Strategic Consulting LP, 
Brett & Isela Atwood

www.johncooper.org

Dr. Gina Garner

Join Jane Reed, MD of Specialists for Women to learn about your options 

to STOP female bladder leakage. 

The FREE seminar will be held on September 23, 2013 at 
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel & Conv. Center, 1601 Lake Drive, 
The Woodlands, TX 77380. A reception will be held at 6:00 PM followed by 

a lecture from 6:30–7:30 PM. 

RSVP FOR YOURSELF AND A FRIEND BY CALLING: 
281-363-2426 or register online at 
www.incontrolmedical.com/dr-reed
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would likely cost more than $1 
million each.

“We asked that [township staff] 
go back and increase those park 
renovations up to at least $1 mil-
lion,” director Gordy Bunch said. 
“The board has increased all 
future park renovation expense 
expectations to $1 million as 
experience has shown us there 
has been no viable park renova-
tion plan for $500,000.”

Bunch said the township could 
also be facing a major renova-
tion to a fire station in the next 10 
years, as well as needing to pur-
chase new firefighting equipment. 

Board chairman Bruce Tough 
said although the township has 
always had capital reserve, the 
fund only received money from 
the year’s excess revenues.

“Under the current funding, 
the capital reserve fund was not 
going to be maintained at a suffi-
cient level,” Tough said. “Now the 
board is looking to fund the capi-
tal reserve fund through a for-
mula and maintain it at a percent 
that will have long-term benefits 
for the residents.”

Revenue increases
The township can now allocate 

funding to the capital reserve 
fund annually because of substan-
tial increases in tax revenue over 
the past several years, Bunch said. 

For FY 2014, the township is 
expecting to earn more than $47 
million in sales tax revenue. 

Meanwhile, the township’s 
hotel occupancy tax revenue has 
also substantially increased from 
$3.6 million in 2010 to a projected 
$6.6 million in 2013. The town-
ship is expected to bring in $6.9 
million in hotel occupancy tax 
revenue in 2014.

Sharp said increases in sales 
and hotel tax revenue have 
allowed the township to pass on 
savings to The Woodlands resi-
dents through lowered property 
tax rates. The 2.33-cent decrease 
in the property tax rate is the larg-
est decrease since the township’s 
inception in 2008.

“The community really has 
benefited from the economic 
development, particularly in 
terms of the sales tax that is gen-
erated,” she said.

Although The Woodlands is 
known for its retail shopping and 
dining, Sharp said half of the com-
munity’s sales tax revenue comes 
from other industries, such as oil 
and gas, transportation, commu-
nication, and manufacturing. 

“We have seen an absolute 
explosion in those,” Sharp said. “A 
lot is from oil and gas extraction. 
Even though the extraction is tak-
ing place in, say, South Texas, the 
transaction is taking place here.”

Bunch said he expects the rev-
enue increases to continue over 
the next several years.

“With all the new construction, 
the Hughes Landing develop-
ment, we have not maxed out,” 
he said. “Through the redevelop-
ment of housing and redevelop-
ment of commercial properties 
and hotel expansions, we’re kind 
of at the middle of the mountain.”

Funding transportation
In 2012, the Federal Tran-

sit Authority designated The 
Woodlands and Conroe as a new 
Urbanized Area. The designa-
tion means the township will be 

responsible for operating the four 
park and rides starting next year. 
The Brazos Transit District cur-
rently operates the park and rides. 

Tough said The Woodlands 
could be facing growing pains as 
development picks up through-
out Town Center. To prepare for 
costs that will result from the new 
designation, he said, the township 
established a new transportation 
fund with an initial infusion of 
about $1.2 million.

“We’re looking at unprece-
dented growth in Town Center,” 
he said. “Mobility, road construc-
tion, all of these things are hitting 
us at one time.”

Tough said the township is 
looking into the possibility of 
owning its park and ride buses, 
as well as improving parking in 
Town Center.

“We are ahead of this and are 
looking at it,” he said. “We will 
come back with some proposals.”

Budget
Continued from | 1

the goal of lowering the tax rate,” 
said Monique Sharp, assistant 
general manager for financial 
services for the township. “[The 
township board] didn’t want us to 
look only at maintaining service 
levels, but enhancing service lev-
els where we could.”

Capital Reserve Fund
This year’s budget establishes 

regular funding for the capital 
reserve fund with an initial allo-
cation of $3.2 million designed 
to pay for future renovations of 
the township’s assets. The capital 
reserve fund was established to 
set aside money for future reno-
vations of the township’s assets. 

In February, the township com-
pleted an assessment of its assets, 
which include the community’s 
parks, pathways, fire stations 
and fire protection equipment. 
The report revealed the township 
owns about $230 million in assets.

“We know that over time, those 
assets have to be replaced,” Sharp 
said. “We wanted to make sure we 
had funds available that we were 
setting aside each year based on 
the lives of those assets.”

Sharp said rather than identify 
specific parks, swimming pools 
or other amenities each year for 
renovations, the reserve study 
set aside replacement funds for 
classes of assets. 

The Parks and Recreation staff 
will then recommend specific 
projects during each year’s bud-
geting process.

Two of the most recent projects 
the township has funded have 
been the renovations of Sawmill 
and Shadowbend parks. In both 
cases, the township budgeted 
about $500,000 for each park’s 
renovation. However, engineering 
studies and proposals by town-
ship staff revealed the renovations 

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

45%

The Woodlands Township’s | REVENUE SOURCES
Since the inception of The Woodlands Township in 2010, the township’s budget has decreased its reliance 
on property taxes as a source of revenue. As sales and hotel occupancy tax revenues have increased, the 
township has been able to use those monies to fund its budget more than money from property taxes.

Source: The Woodlands Township

2010

48% 46% 43% 42% 40%8% 9% 10% 7% 8% 5% 5% 6% 7% 7%39% 40% 41% 44%

2011 2012 2013 Budgeted 
2014

property Tax

Sales Tax

Hotel Tax

Other Revenue

Pictures & Colors For Illustration Only...  1)0% APR w/Approved Credit, 72 Mos Financing, $0 Down + TT&L, $13.89 Per Month Per Thousand Financed.  W.A.C...For the first 90 days from date of purchase through Ally. Not available with some other offers. Must take delivery by 8/31/13. 
See dealer for details. 2) 39 Mo. Closed End Lease... $0 Down + TT&L  Due at Lease Inception, Cash or Trade.  Security Deposit Waived w/Approved Credit. All) Prices + TT&L. Only One Ad Unit Per Family.  The Buick Emblem and GMC are Registered Trademarks of General Motors. 

11300 1960 WESTbeckandmastengm.com 1-832-604-4477
Sale Price $34,423 Less $1500 Rebate

NEW 2013              

ENCLAVE
BUICK

$299 Mo $0Down 2

Only 25 Minutes  from 
The Woodlands

Take the back way!
ACADIA

NEW 2013              

Sale Price $30,421 Less $1500 Rebate Sale Price $24,933 Less $1000 Factory Rebate
TERRAIN

NEW 2013              

2 
AT THIS 
PRICE!

$269 Mo $0Down 2
$199 Mo $0Down 2

2 
AT THIS 
PRICE!

Savings Include: $1500 Rebate, $8500 Discount Off MSRP.

$464 Mo $0Down 2

2014             

SIERRA 4DR

THE ALL-NEW REDESIGNED

2 
AT THIS 
PRICE!

$293 Mo $0Down 2

YUKON
& YUKON XL

NEW 2013              

2 
AT THIS 
PRICE!

2 
AT THIS 
PRICE!

ON ALL IN STOCK!
NO PAYMENTS 

‘TIL FALL! 1

  $24,939   $28,921   $23,933   $10,000
SAVINGS OFF MSRP

  $32,923
Sale Price $25,939 Less $1000 Factory Rebate.

BECK.13103.woodlands.10x2.94.IMPACT.Sept.indd   1 8/27/2013   3:12:57 PM
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Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or under 3/18 2/55 — 2/93.5 21/47.33 25/46 13/67

$150,000–$199,999 6/24.33 4/8.25 — 5/84.8 22/35 57/58.6 15/42.4

$200,000–$299,999 11/37.45 15/24.53 28/36.68 30/41.53 20/33.55 72/55.6 32/40.5

$300,000–$399,999 9/74.44 20/53.55 20/29.15 12/46.75 14/98.71 59/62.37 34/62.21

$400,000–$499,999 4/41.25 14/59.57 16/42.5 7/43.57 3/43 18/55.5 23/62.96

$500,000–$599,999 3/43.67 11/24.09 9/68 6/17.17 — 12/75.25 19/77.89

$600,000–$799,999 10/72.2 10/28.4 18/41.72 9/66.22 — 13/90.31 20/96.4

$800,000–$999,999 8/96.63 5/51 19/71.11 1/22 1/36 6/72.33 20/89

$1 million + 17/123.8 9/129.44 6/128.14 — — 5/150.6 1/148.55

Featured Neighborhood
The Village of Indian Springs, The Woodlands  77381

Build Out Year: 2011

Number of Homes: 2,435

Square footage: 1,239–8,303

Home values: $142,900–$1,950,000

Amenities: Parks, pools, tennis and basketball courts, 
nature trails, bike paths.

Nearby attractions:  YMCA, Montgomery County Library, 
shopping centers 

Property taxes:

Conroe ISD 1.2900 
Montgomery County 0.4838 
The Woodlands Township 0.3173 
Montgomery County MUD 40 0.2275 
North Harris County Junior College 0.1198 
Montgomery County Hospital 0.0729

Total (per $100 value) 2.5113

REAL ESTATE

Homes on the market (As of June 2013)

Featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (July 2012–June 2013)

No. of homes for sale 21

No. of homes under contract 18

Average days on the market 24.36

No. of homes sold 20 

Square footage (low/high) 1,450 / 6,410

Selling price (low/high) $142,900 / $1,590,000

Woodlands pkwyflintridge Dr. 

fa
lc
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  D
r. 

4 Bedroom/3 Full, 1 Half Bath      3,695 sq. ft. 
Agent: Jodi Rutledge, Better Homes & Gardens Real 
Estate, Gary Greene, 281-367-3531

2 Hickory Hollow Place    $369,000

5 Bedroom/4 Full, 1 Half Bath    5,547 sq. ft. 
Agent: Raul Giorgi, RE/MAX The Woodlands & Spring
281-362-2538

27 N Heritage Hill Circle     $1,170,000

5 Bedroom/3 Full, 2 Half Bath     4,221 sq. ft. 
Agent: Steven Hamaker, connectrealty.com
281-296-3036

94 W Horizon Ridge Place    $679,500

5 Bedroom/5 Full, 2 Half Bath   6,916 sq. ft.
Agent: Johnny Pack, Prudential Anderson Properties
281-655-4443

11102 Falconwing Drive           $1,500,000
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Market Data provided by: 
Haley Garcia

Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

Market Data
Currently on the market  Monthly home sales

Number of homes sold/Average price

77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

June 2012 34/$353,321 80/$383,050 110/$586,683 22/$291,452 41/$194,977 114/$229,769 88/$377,628

June 2013 14/$307,386 68/$369,051 84/$467,233 18/$275,514 36/$175,823 89/$211,294 69/$332,778

May 2013 34/$360,464 84/$406,016 120/$515,663 34/$347,663 44/$201,223 142/$240,088 60/$326,291

April 2013 33/$472,942 72/$380,284 77/$521,814 27/$272,409 42/$187,725 118/$214,410 66/$345,781

March 2013 38/$334,617 58/$386,690 75/$499,707 26/$328,271 31/$197,849 81/$215,426 64/$286,897

Feb. 2013 15/$534,360 47/$321,267 55/$430,845 25/$282,939 30/$152,556 58/$163,885 52/$360,495

Jan. 2013 9/$185,717 23/$398,141 27/$449,372 8/$285,907 17/$151,599 38/$169,463 32/$298,731

Dec. 2012 12/$363,158 23/$388,570 31/$638,992 8/$227,217 14/$140,108 30/$182,901 25/$259,463

For more information on these listings call:
Haley Garcia
281.701.6174 heritagetexas.com

4007 Boden
Benders Landing | $995,000

28443 emerald oaks
HigH Meadow rancH | $649,000

40 ButtonBush Ct.
THe woodLands | $425,000
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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NOW WITH THREE LOCATIONS

Memorial City Medical Center 
Texas Medical Center
The Woodlands

OVERCOME ANY SETBACK WITH
COMPREHENSIVE INJURY TREATMENT
When you’re sidelined with an injury, all you can think about is reclaiming your game. Within 
our state-of-the-art facilities, you’ll find leading sports medicine-trained orthopedic surgeons 
from the faculty of UTHealth Medical School as well as other specialists and physical 
therapists. These Memorial Hermann-affiliated experts work with athletes of all ages and 
abilities to develop individualized and comprehensive treatment programs – from injury 
prevention and evaluation to orthopedic surgery and post-injury rehabilitation. Because at 
the Memorial Hermann IRONMAN Sports Medicine Institute, we’re dedicated to getting the 
dedicated back in the game.

Physician-led Saturday morning sports injury clinics will be  
open September 7 thru November 9 from 9 to 11 a.m. 
at The Woodlands location. 

For more information, call 713.486.8800,  
or visit ironman.memorialhermann.org.


