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New developments on tap 
as city eyes annexation

Development signals population 
explosion in Shenandoah

Revenue goes to raises, additional teachers

Surge in state funding 
restores district staff
By Brian Walzel

Conroe ISD is set to give its 
teachers their largest raise in five 
years after the state Legislature 
allocated $3.7 billion for public 
education funding this year. The 
additional money also means 
the district will hire more than 
150 new teachers and staff at two 
new campuses. In addition, for 
the 2013-14 school year, Conroe 
ISD teachers will receive a 3.25 
percent raise on the district’s 
average salary, or an increase of 
$1,680 to their annual pay.

The last time district teachers 
received a raise of that magnitude 
was for the 2008-09 school year, 
when they received a 3.5 percent 
increase, which amounted to a 
$1,710 raise.

“We want to be competitive 

with our teacher salaries,” Conroe 
ISD Superintendent Don Stock-
ton said. “That doesn’t mean we 
have to be the top paying district. 
But our primary concern is that 
we look very good compared to 
those neighboring districts.”

Of five area school districts, 
Conroe ISD ranks third in high-
est average teacher salaries; Klein 
ISD, at $52,400, and Tomball 
ISD, at $52,137, both pay their 
teachers higher than Conroe ISD 
on average. However, Stockton 
believes that Conroe ISD being 
located in Montgomery County 
and most of its staff living there, 
as opposed to Harris County 
where Klein and Tomball ISDs 
are, provides an advantage.

“We are really blessed to live 
in Montgomery County,” he said. 

By Matt Stephens
Several recent and future resi-

dential developments in the city 
of Shenandoah, and the pos-
sibility of expansion within the 
city’s extraterritorial jurisdic-
tion, could more than double the 
city’s population over the next 
five years. 

“We’re quite excited to see the 
new residential developments in 
Shenandoah,” Mayor Wes Ste-
phens said. “Shenandoah has 
always had the benefit of being 
in a great location, positioned on 
either side of the I-45 corridor. In 
addition, our property taxes and 
water rates are among the lowest 
in the region.”

City Administrator Greg 

“The job growth is incredible, 
and the quality of life is good.”

Funding additions
For the 2011-13 biennium the 

Texas Legislature cut more than 
$5 billion from public education 
funding. Biennial funding allo-
cations by the Legislature enable 
Texas school districts to set bud-
gets for up to two years. 

For the 2011 school year, many 

area school districts were forced 
to tighten their financial belts, 
and in some cases impose wide-
spread teacher layoffs. Magnolia 
ISD in 2011 laid off 55 teachers 
who were on a probationary con-
tract. The district later offered 
positions back to those teachers. 

Stockton said Conroe ISD was 
in good enough shape financially 
to avoid teacher layoffs, but the 

See Teachers | 42

See Transportation | 45

Planned road projects move forward, 
but challenges exist in the long term

Groups plan for TxDOT 
funding gap

By Shawn Arrajj
The end of the 2013 regular legislative 

session in Texas, as well as the second spe-
cial session, left the Texas Department of 
Transportation well short of the additional 
$4 billion it said it needed to maintain cur-
rent traffic congestion levels across the state. 
As legislators continue to discuss transpor-
tation funding in the third special session, 
which began July 30, TxDOT is waiting to 
see if it will receive an increase in funding 
beyond the additional $400 million set aside 
for the 2014–15 biennium. 

Government offices that handle road main-
tenance and construction in Harris and Mont-
gomery counties have partnered with TxDOT 
on funding transportation projects in the past, 
but many have become more self-sufficient 
over time.

“Everyone knows what TxDOT is facing 
See Shenandoah | 44

A GROWING 
POPULATION

Shenandoah’s 
population 
is trending 
upward after 
fluctuating.

POPULATION
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5,000
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Smith estimates the city could 
grow to as many as 5,000 people 
over the next five years, more 
than doubling the 2,134 counted 
by the U.S. Census in 2010. 
Smith said the city’s population 
has already grown significantly 
since the last census data was 
released, citing regional growth 
and the city’s location for the 
high demand for residential 
development in the area. 

“We don’t know if we can get 
to [5,000],” he said. “We think 
that’s probably our max. But 
that could all change with one 
or two subdivisions coming in. 
If some of the land over here on 
the east side of I-45 [is devel-
oped as] high rise, residential 
commercial-type apartments, 
it could change and possibly go 
even faster, or even slow down.”
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Comparing Apples to Apples
The following shows a comparison of the average pay for teachers at Conroe ISD 

and four surrounding school districts for the 2012-13 school year.

Conroe Spring Tomball Magnolia Klein
0

48,000

49,000

50,000

51,000

52,000

$50,927

 $52,137

$48,556

$49,605

 $52,400

Source: Texas Education Agency
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“When we decided to 
relocate our headquarters, 
The Woodlands was
our top choice.”
Our executive team established a set criteria when we decided

to relocate our corporate headquarters from the Kansas City area. 

Houston met our criteria and The Woodlands exceeded our expectations.

   

  Rene Robichaud
  President and CEO, Layne Christensen Company
  One Hughes Landing, The Woodlands

Class A offi ce building with in-building parking  •  Designed to be LEED Silver Certifi ed 
Situated in The Woodlands Waterway Square District  •  Easy access to Interstate 45 and Bush Intercontinental Airport 

Walking distance to The Woodlands Mall, Market Street and dozens of restaurants 

NOW LEASING 10 WATERWAY AVENUE
LANDMARK OFFICE BUILDING IN THE WOODLANDS TOWN CENTER

20 Stories, 500,000 sq. ft.

Where Business Lives Well

281-719-6100 • www.TheWoodlands-Commercial.com
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The Weight  
is Over.

According to the World Health Organization, there are a number 

of common health issues associated with being overweight,  

including cardiovascular disease, diabetes, musculoskeletal  

disorders and some cancers. The good news is there is hope  

for those who have been unable to achieve long-term weight  

loss through diet and exercise.

St. Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital offers a unique,  

comprehensive Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery Program,  

which features:

n	Experienced board-certified surgeons

n	The latest minimally-invasive bariatric  
 surgery techniques

n	Pre-surgery training assessments to determine 
 post-surgery workouts and training options

n	Free informational sessions

n	Post-surgery support groups

Weight Loss surgery 
Available at St. Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital

To schedule your complimentary information  
session, contact our Bariatric Coordinator  

at 936-266-2279.

17200 St. Luke’s Way  |   The Woodlands, TX 77384   |   StLukesWoodlands.com   |        /StLukesTheWoodlandsHospital   |        @StLukes_SLWH
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Leading
the Nation
in Quality

Now more than ever, Memorial Hermann stands out as one of the best health systems 

in the country. Our clinical excellence, quality, patient safety and operational 

performance have all been recognized nationally, and our reputation spans decades 

in the Greater Houston area. So if you or a loved one need medical care, rely on the 

nationally ranked hospital system with deep roots in Houston: Memorial Hermann.

Recognized, again and again, as one of the 
best hospital systems in the nation.

Learn what our recognition means for you. Visit memorialhermann.org
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My family moved 
to The Woodlands in 
1983—30 years ago. As a 
kid, The Woodlands was 
my playground, with its 
seemingly endless miles 
of bicycle paths, parks, 
sports fields and forests. 
I remember riding my 
bike down the road that 
is now Lake Woodlands 
Drive next to what would 
become The Woodlands 

Mall. It was a wonder to me at that young age that they 
were building a mall amid all of those trees. I think we 
all had that sense of wonder, that we were seeing some-
thing special being built right before our eyes.

The man behind that vision, George Mitchell, died 
July 26. Mr. Mitchell was 94 years old. Although I 
never had the fortune to meet him, I have always felt I 
owed him a debt of gratitude for shaping my home for 
the past three decades as one of the best places in the 
country to live.

 In 1964, Mitchell made his first land purchase in 
north Houston, land that would eventually become The 

©2013 JG MEDiA, ALL RiGHTS RESERvED. NO REpRODUCTiON Of ANy pORTiON 
Of THiS iSSUE iS ALLOWED WiTHOUT WRiTTEN pERMiSSiON fROM THE pUBLiSHER.
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COmmUNITy FEEDbACk
takE tHE poll last montH’s poll rEsults

In what area do you think Conroe ISD 
should focus its funding efforts?

  Teacher salaries

  Additional teachers and staff

  More schools

  improved security

  Other

  take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

What types of small businesses do 
you visit or use the most?

Restaurants 

  73.1% 

Retail

  19.51% 

Service-oriented

  4.88% 

Other

  2.44%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected July 11–July 26

This month Community Impact Newspaper reports on new staff 
and teachers hired by Conroe iSD as well as raises the district 
plans to give its teachers for the coming school year. The ad-
ditional staff and raises are made possible in part by $3.7 billion 
the state Legislature has allocated for public education funding. 

in our July edition we reported on how small businesses are 
prospering amid the corporate growth in and around The 
Woodlands area. We asked readers what types of small busi-
nesses they use the most.
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Woodlands. Mitchell wanted to create a community 
where people and nature lived in harmony together.

Mitchell also understood the importance of creating 
a sense of community and the role of faith in a fledgling 
hometown. Like many great visionaries, he knew he 
could not build The Woodlands alone, so he turned to 
those with the expertise to accomplish his goal. 

His success and innovations in geological sciences are 
what Mitchell is most recognized for nationally. Locally, 
Mitchell is known as the Father of The Woodlands. 
Although he sold The Woodlands in 1997, Mitchell 
remained interested in its growth and future and often 
called the community his most proud accomplishment.  

George Mitchell will be remembered for as long 
as The Woodlands exists. He and his wife, Cynthia, 
built a legacy that many other communities try to 
replicate, but fall short. Thank you, Mr. Mitchell, for 
creating a wonderful place to call home.
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Now Open

1  BurgerFi opened a new location July 
20 near Hubbell & Hudson at 1501 Lake 
Robbins Drive. The restaurant serves all-
natural burgers, various hot dogs, fries, 
onion rings, and frozen custards, as well as 
wine and beer. 713-389-5826.  
www.burgerfi.com

2  Owner Alex Nagal opened Tandoory 
Taco June 15 at 407 Sawdust Road. 
The restaurant serves an eclectic menu 

of Indian and Mexican fusion foods, 
including dishes called “The Texan,” “The 
YOLO,” and “The Convict,” consisting of 
a grilled shrimp taco packed with spices, 
red cabbage, cilantro, onions and Baja 
chipotle sauce. The menu also offers more 
traditional Indian favorites, such as curry, 
crepes called dosas, tandoory bread and 
Indo-Chinese fused Himalayan dishes. 
281-203-5020. www.tandoorytaco.com

3  With more than 630 locations across 
the nation, Firehouse Subs is expected 

to open a new shop Aug. 12 at 1640 Lake 
Woodlands Drive. The food establishment 
offers salads, chili, soups, kids combos, 
and hot and cold specialty subs with 
ingredients such as turkey, chicken, beef 
brisket and tuna. www.firehousesubs.com

4  Caldwell Companies opened a new 
Woodlands office July 19 at 4526 Research 
Forest Drive, Ste. 350. The business offers 
real estate expertise regarding a variety 
of development, including commercial, 
residential, mixed use and multi-family as 
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well as brokerage advising for office, retail, 
industrial and land spaces. 713-690-0000. 
www.caldwellcos.com 

5  Twin Peaks opened July 22 at 18310 
I-45, Shenandoah. The restaurant offers a 
self-proclaimed “man cave” environment 
serving housemade comfort foods, such 
as mozzarella sticks, pulled pork nachos, 
cheeseburgers and venison chili as well 
as beer poured at 29 degrees into frosted 
mugs. The establishment offers large screen 
TVs featuring sporting events, including 

woodlandscommercial.net281.466.2880Available Offi ce Space

Knowledge – Experience – Results

Barbara May Corey KingRoss Foldetta12,000 SF

1,500 SF 10,000 SF

125,000 SF
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Camp Gladiator trainers Nanci Rose, Jennifer 
Decker and Tiffany Verot prepare for an event. 

7
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Christ Community School broke ground on its 
17,000-square-foot multi-purpose center in July. 

18

team sports, marquee boxing matches and 
all UFC fights. 936-273-8946. 
www.twinpeaksrestaurant.com

6  Offering a “sit and fit” children’s shoe 
store experience, Walking Tots opened 
Aug. 2 at 3091 College Park Drive, Ste. 195. 
The store offers brands such as Corkys, 
Crocs, FishFlops for Kids, Jumping Jacks, 
Keds, Skechers and Stride Rite.  
936-231-8911. www.walkingtots.com

7  Camp Gladiator, an adult outdoor 
fitness company, began offering classes 
Aug. 1 at Rob Fleming Park, 6055 
Creekside Forest Drive; Northshore Park, 
2505 Lake Woodlands Drive; Kaufman 
Elementary, 2760 Northridge Forest Drive, 
and Fox Run Park, 2450 Leichester Drive. 
The business offers four-week-long fitness 
classes with skills including interval 
training, agility drills and plyometrics. 
832-444-2208. www.campgladiator.com

8  Canadian-based company Silver 
Jeans opened its first 1,960-square-foot 
“loft” at The Woodlands Mall, 1201 Lake 
Woodlands Drive, Ste. 1180 on July 20. 
The store features the latest collections and 
offers a full range of men’s and women’s 
signature denim jeans and sportswear. 
www.silverjeans.com

9  Dr. Marcin Vaclaw opened Foot and 
Ankle Specialists of The Woodlands 
July 1 at 9191 Pinecroft Drive, Ste. 150. 
The business offers a variety of services 
and treatments for conditions, such as 
athlete’s foot, bunions, diabetic foot and 
athletic injuries as well as nail restoration, 
laser toenail treatment and cosmetic foot 
treatment. 281-909-7722.  
www.fasthewoodlands.com

10  Security National Mortgage 
Company opened early this summer at 
8505 Technology Forest Blvd., Ste. 304. 
The business offers assistance for buying 
homes, refinancing, and a learning center 
for help regarding mortgage loan programs 
and down payments as well as loan 
calculators. 832-616-5770. 
www.snmc.com/gerrydiaz

Coming Soon

11  Carpet One Floor & Home is 
scheduled to open a new location in late 
October or early November at 26406 I-45 
N., Spring. The business offers a variety 
of flooring options, including carpet, 
hardwood, laminate, vinyl and tile.  
281-355-6020. www.carpetone.com

12  French Fry Heaven is expected to open 
in mid-August in The Woodlands Mall at 
1201 Lake Woodlands Drive, Ste. 6515. The 
restaurant offers cook-to-order Belgian-
style fries that are crispy on the outside and 
fluffy inside with natural sea salt and more 
than 21 sauce flavors, such as GarlicParm, 
Baked Tater and Cheeburger.  
407-496-1790. www.frenchfryheaven.com 

13  America’s ER is slated to open a 
free-standing, 24-hour medical facility 
later this fall at 32784 Research Forest 
Drive. The 7,200-square-foot facility will 
provide full ER, diagnostic and urgent 
care services, as well as an isolation room, 
trauma room and seven exam rooms 
managed by emergency physicians.  
www.americaser.com

14  Owners Mark Zientek, Matt Kowalski 
and James Kowalski are expected to open 
The Refuge Bar & Bistro in late August 
next to Hubbell & Hudson in the former 
location of The Exchange at 24 Waterway 
Square. The bar and bistro will feature a 
seasonal cocktail menu, local microbrews, 
boutique wine, shareable appetizers and 
bistro-style lunch menus.  
www.refugeinthewoodlands.com

15  Owner RC Gallegos will open a new 
location of RC’s Pizza in August at 501 
Sawdust Road, Ste. 1 in Spring. The New 
York-style restaurant uses fresh pizza 
dough and traditional pizza sauce flavors 
and dressing flavors, including sweet, 
Greek, RC’s spicy Italian, red wine vinegar 
and garlic balsamic vinaigrette. RC’s Pizza 
also serves calzones, strombolis, pasta, 
sandwiches and fresh salads. 281-298-4663. 
www.rcspizza.com  

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
E-mail wdlnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Liza Winkler

Firehouse Subs opens its new Woodlands location 
Aug. 12. 

3

Kay and Mark Mehrens opened Walking Tots, a 
children’s shoe store, in The Woodlands in July. 

6
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16  Nutrisystem–The Woodlands will 
open in August at 26832 I-45 N., Spring. 
The weight loss company offers men’s, 
women’s and diabetes diet plans with 
prepared breakfast, lunch, dinner, desserts 
and snack meals, including selections such 
as chicken alfredo and quesadillas.  
281-259-9500.  
www.nutrisystem.com

17  Tyler’s, a clothing store based in 
Austin, is scheduled to open its first 
Houston-area location in August at 
the former 17,000-square-foot space of 
the Sears Automotive Building at The 
Woodlands Mall, 1201 Lake Woodlands 
Drive. The retailer offers collections of 
accessories, apparel and footwear for 
men and women, including shorts, tops, 
swimwear and backpacks. The store also 
carries skateboards, longboards and skate 
accessories. www.tylersaustin.com

Expansion

18  Christ Community School is slated to 
expand by opening a new 17,000-square-
foot multi-purpose center at 1488 Wellman 
Road in Shenandoah. The new building 
will house a gymnasium, cafeteria, 
teacher’s lounge, offices and specialty 
classrooms for the kindergarten through 
sixth grade school. The groundbreaking 
event was held May 19, and construction 
will continue through the fall with an 
estimated completion date set for 2014. 
936-321-6300.  
www.christcommunityschool.org

Relocation

19  Woodlands Oriental Rug Gallery will 
relocate in late August to the Terramont 
Village Shopping Center in the Village 
of Sterling Ridge, 30340 FM 2978 after 
serving The Woodlands Town Center area 
at 1640 Lake Woodlands Drive for more 
than 13 years. The new location offers a 
10,000-square-foot showroom with a large 
inventory of rug selections. 281-364-9799.  
www.woodlandsruggallery.com

WHERE SERVICE IS AN
everyday affair

281-364-9799
30340 FM 2978, Ste 800

Terramont Village Shopping Center

www.WoodlandsRugGallery.com

New, New, New!
NEW LOCATION, NEW 10,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM, 

NEW INVENTORY!

AFTER SERVING THE WOODLANDS TOWN CENTER AREA FOR OVER 13 YEARS, WOODLANDS 
ORIENTAL RUG GALLERY WILL BE RELOCATING TO 

30340 FM 2978, STE 800, TERRAMONT VILLAGE SHOPPING CENTER IN STERLING RIDGE.

NEW INVENTORY!

VININNG TG TG TG HEHEHE WOOWOOWOODLADLADLANDSNDSNDS TOTOTOWNWNWN CENCENCENTERTERTER ARARAREAEAEA FORFORFOR OVOVOVERERER 131313 YEAYEAYEARSRSRS,, WWOWOWOOO

        Woodlands Pkwy.

 W
. B

ran
ch

 C
ro

ss
in

g  
    

   T
er

ra
m

on
t D

r.

WALMART

2978

N

COME VISIT US IN 
OUR NEW SHOWROOM 

LATE AUGUST!
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Lane closures scheduled for Research Forest Drive for pipeline construction
By Brian Walzel 

The San Jacinto River Authority has 
begun the process of laying more than 
55 miles worth of pipe throughout South 
Montgomery County and The Woodlands 
as part of its Groundwater Reduction 
Plan. With much of the pipeline being 
installed under or next to heavily traveled 
roadways, Woodlands drivers will soon 
face traffic issues.

According to the SJRA, crews began 
installing pipeline along FM 2978 in mid 
July, while also clearing trees for pipes to 
be installed along the westernmost por-
tions of Research Forest Drive. 

Mark Smith, SJRA administrator for 
the Groundwater Reduction Plan, said 
pipeline installation in those areas likely 
would not affect traffic. But as the project 
heads east, roads will be impacted.

Smith said beginning in about mid-
August, approximately 1.5 miles of 

roadway on Research Forest Drive 
between Trillium and Grogan’s Mill Road 
will see three lanes of traffic shut down 
as crews remove pavement to install a 
30-inch pipeline. 

“In that particular section we will be 
putting the line underneath the pave-
ment,” Smith said.

To accommodate the construction, all 
three eastbound lanes on Research Forest 
Drive between West Trillium Circle and 
Grogan’s Mill Drive will be closed. Smith 
said all traffic will be diverted to the three 
westbound lanes, where one lane will be 
used for westbound traffic and one for 
eastbound traffic, with the third to be 
used as a center turn lane. 

“We will maintain access to all of the 
businesses,” he said. “We’re not going to 
cut anyone off.”

The 1.5-mile stretch of Research Forest 

Drive that will experience lane closures is 
part of a larger 3-mile segment, dubbed 
Segment W2A, that will take about 18 
months to complete. 

“[The 1.-5 mile segment] is the only 
place on Research Forest where we will 
be doing closures,” Smith said. “The rest 
of [the construction] will be under the 
shoulder, and we will just be closing out-
side lanes adjacent to work zones.”

Smith said the SJRA is working with 
Montgomery County Precinct 3, which 
controls all traffic signals in The Wood-
lands, to coordinate traffic signals along 
Research Forest Drive during the con-
struction phases.

“We are hiring an engineering firm to 
evaluate the models and traffic system 
and evaluate what changes and sig-
nal timing might help move the traffic 
through better,” Smith said.

The San Jacinto River Authority’s 
Groundwater Reduction Plan is an effort 
to meet the Lone Star Groundwater Con-
servation District’s mandate that requires 
Montgomery County to reduce its reli-
ance on groundwater by 30 percent by 
2016. To meet the requirement, the SJRA 
is constructing a new water distribution 
system that pulls surface water from Lake 
Conroe. 

The project includes a new water treat-
ment plant and storage facility at the 
southern edge of Lake Conroe, both of 
which are under construction.

“The project includes two 5 million 
gallon storage tanks,” said Ronda Trow, 
SJRA public relations manager. “[The 
project] is more than just construction 
and that the traffic is going to be a chal-
lenge. When all of this is done, we are 
delivering water.”

ENvIRONMENT

Like Water for Traffic
With the San Jacinto River Authority beginning to lay pipeline throughout The Woodlands as part of the Groundwater Reduction Plan, traffic along some roadways will be affected. Beginning later this summer, work 
crews will begin installing a 30-inch pipe beneath Research Forest Drive. Construction will force lane closures and traffic diversions for more than a mile between West Trillium Drive and Grogan’s Mill Road.
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Research  forest Dr. 

1 2 3 4Traffic traveling east 
on Research Forest 
Drive will merge 
from the three lanes 
onto a single lane 
and cross over to the 
westbound side of 
the road.

Eastbound Traffic 

Westbound Traffic 

Pipeline

Traffic traveling in 
the three westbound 
lanes of Research 
Forest Drive will 
merge into a single 
lane to make room 
for eastbound traffic 
and a turn lane.

The middle lane will 
be used as a center 
turn lane for both 
east and westbound 
traffic. No entrances 
to businesses along 
Research Forest 
Drive will be closed.

Traffic is being 
diverted from the 
eastbound lanes 
so that crews can 
install a 30-inch 
pipeline below 
the surface of the 
roadway.

45

W. Trillium Dr.

4

Source: San Jacinto River Authority
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Who Best to Mind the O�  ce or Store?
Commercial property management is smart business for landlords

By: Scott Hill, The J. Beard Property Management Company

P A I D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Je�  Beard, CCIM
President

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

In today’s thriving commercial market, hiring a property management company can be a great move for commercial real estate owners looking to improve and 

enhance their property while continuing to grow their business. 

Property management companies not only ensure an asset’s protection by maintaining a safe and attractive property, they also deal directly with prospects and 

tenants, saving owners time and trouble by addressing maintenance and repair issues, responding to tenant requests, and working in tandem with leasing e� orts to 

gain every advantage for the landlord. Without the burden of daily property management tasks, owners can focus more time on growing their business. Moreover, 

a management company serves in the capacity of an independent contractor, which avoids the hassles of hiring an employee to handle the duties.  

An experienced property management company, such as The J. Beard Property Management Company, can enhance the value and operating performance of 

commercial real estate assets.

We have the knowledge and expertise to handle the day-to-day management of multiple properties, enabling owners to invest in geographically distant properties 

and maximize the profi tability of their time and money. Our clients also can capitalize on our supplementary services, which include accounting and fi nancial 

reporting, service contracts administration and negotiation, budget and business plan development, and retention and lease renewals. We pride ourselves on 

managing each property as if we owned it ourselves and delivering strategic and personalized service.

Using our local market expertise, The J. Beard Property Management Company’s goal is to reduce operating expenses, increase operating e�  ciency, improve tenant 

retention, help to minimize liability and increase asset value for owners. Our team of commercial real estate professionals provides comprehensive marketing and 

property management functions in a seamless environment. 

For all your commercial real estate needs, The J. Beard Real Estate Company is here to point you in the right direction. Please contact our team of qualifi ed 

professionals at 281-367-2220 or visit our website at www.jbeardcompany.com.

INSIGHT.
LEADERSHIP.
EXPERTISE.

Scott Hill

Commercial Real 
Estate Leaders

LANDLORD & TENANT 
REPRESENTATION

SITE ACQUISITION

SALES & LEASING

REAL ESTATE CONSULTING

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

TECHNOLOGY FOREST MEDICAL
 THE WOODLANDS
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Woodlands founder George Mitchell 
dies in Galveston at age 94
By Matt Stephens and Brian Walzel

The man whose vision and direction 
helped create one of the country’s most 
successful master-planned communities 
in The Woodlands, George P. Mitchell, 
died July 26. Mitchell passed away at age 
94 at his home in Galveston.

Bruce Tough, chairman of The Wood-
lands Township Board of Directors, said 
Mitchell had recently been in poor health. 
Born in Galveston on May 21, 1919, and 
a graduate of Texas A&M University, 
Mitchell founded The Woodlands—one of 
the most successful master-planned com-
munities in the country—in 1974. 

“I still refer to him as Mr. Mitchell, as 
do most people,” Tough said. “He was a 
great man who did great things.”

 Alex Sutton and Tim Welbes, co-pres-
idents of The Woodlands Development 
Company, said in a prepared statement 
they were saddened by Mitchell’s passing. 

“He will be forever remembered as a 
true visionary and philanthropist who 
helped shape the state of Texas and the 
world with his innovative ideas on energy, 
community development, science and 
technology,” Sutton and Welbes said. “The 
initiatives he started and so generously 

supported throughout his lifetime will 
continue to have a far-reaching effect on 
energy production and global sustain-
ability.”

Welbes and Sutton said people who live 
and work in The Woodlands are indebted 
to Mitchell for his vision for the com-
munity. 

“He created one of the most successful 
models for master-planned community 
developments in the world by providing 
for the civic, cultural and spiritual needs 
of residents as well as superior infrastruc-
ture, all with extreme care for the forested 
environment,” they said. 

Roger Galatas served as one of the 
original developers of The Woodlands 
and was hired by Mitchell in the early 
1970s.

“I worked for him closely for 20 years 
and had a chance to get to know him and 
his family, and his wonderful wife Cyn-
thia, who was a guiding light for a lot of 
us in The Woodlands,” Galatas said. “It’s a 
great family, and he will be missed.”

He said Mitchell conducted a lot of 
business over the telephone, often making 
phone calls late at night to discuss issues. 

“George Mitchell was a tremendous, 

inspirational person to work with,” Gala-
tas said. “He had vision and tenacity and 
ability to keep focused on building one of 
the best communities in the country. The 
Woodlands is a tribute to his real estate 
knowledge and his commitment to build-
ing this community.”

Galatas attributed much of the recent 
national success of the shale and oil gas 
plays to Mitchell’s contributions to the 
energy sector. But whether it was in oil 
and gas or The Woodlands’ development 
or the smallest detail, Galatas said Mitch-
ell cared about every issue.

“No issue was too big for George and 

no detail was too small,” Galatas said. “He 
had the full range of interest in his mind 
every day.”

Ann Snyder, president and CEO of 
Interfaith of The Woodlands, spoke of 
Mitchell’s commitment to the area. 

“There are truly not enough words to 
describe what a tremendous businessman, 
visionary and friend to so many that Mr. 
Mitchell was,” Snyder said. “Because of 
his tireless efforts spanning the last 40 
years, thousands of families and individu-
als have the opportunity to live and work 
in our incredible community. He will 
certainly be missed.”

IN MEMORy
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Woodlands founder George Mitchell died July 26 at his home in Galveston. He was 94.

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for complete details. Not valid with any other offer or previously written contracts. $5,000 Decorator Allowance offer only valid for Homebuyers who purchase a David 
Weekley home in the Houston communities of Auburn Lakes Retreat and Liberty Branch in Creekside between July 2, 2013, and September 15, 2013. Offer must be presented to Sales Consultant prior to signing 
of contract. Decorator Selections must be made through the David Weekley Homes’ Design Center in Houston, TX. Homebuyer must pay for any Decorator Selections in excess of the incentive amount. David 
Weekley Homes reserves the right to terminate program or change rules at any time. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials or availability of homes or communities are subject to change 
without notice or obligation. Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2013 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved. Houston, TX (HOUA52049)
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$5,000
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Find Your Dream Home in One of These Great Communities...

     Liberty Branch in Creekside From the low $500s
Parks and greenspace • village center • water amenities
98 W. Sawyer Ridge 
The Woodlands, TX 77389
281-249-7790

1      Auburn Lakes From the low $400s
Klein ISD schools • swimming pool • Willow Creek Golf Club
6806 Auburn Sands Drive
Spring, TX 77389
281-249-7715

2

Up to 

$5,000 

in Decorator 

Selections!

See hundreds of award-winning floor plans, take a virtual tour, and much more at…



The Woodlands Edition • August 2013 nEWs  11



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com12  nEWs

Toll authority leads mobility growth
By Tamra Santana

With the first toll roads under con-
struction in Montgomery County—two 
flyovers at Hwy. 242 and I-45—and more 
potential toll roads in the county being 
considered to handle area congestion and 
growth, the Montgomery County Toll 
Road Authority will lead the county’s 
future transportation growth.

The Montgomery County Toll Road 
Authority was established three years ago 
during the development of the county’s 
first toll roads. It is led by Montgomery 
County Judge Alan Sadler and the county’s 
four commissioners—Mike Meador from 
Precinct 1, Craig Doyal from Precinct 2, 
James Noack from Precinct 3 and Ed Rine-
hart from Precinct 4. 

Montgomery County’s explosive popu-
lation growth during the past decade has 
caused congested roadways throughout 
the region. Expanding current roads and 
building new roadways is essential as 
the area continues to grow, Montgomery 
County officials said. However, because 
of the $4 billion shortfall in the Texas 
Department of Transportation budget, 
any new roads built in the county will 
almost exclusively have to be toll roads, 
Doyal said.

“TxDOT doesn’t have enough funding to 

maintain their existing roadways,” Doyal 
said. “There is simply not enough dollars 
to build new roads without generating new 
revenue from toll facilities.” 

 There has been some talk about possibly 
appointing a five-member board to oversee 
the MCTRA instead of the commission-
ers once the toll roads are operating and 
generating revenue. Although the MCTRA 
does not have regular planned meetings, 
the agency meets as needed to discuss 
where toll roads should be built. 

“It’s important to determine where 
they’d be the most cost effective,” Doyal 
said. “There’s a great deal of consideration 
given to the viability of the toll road before 
construction.”

Construction began in May on the $34 
million flyover at Hwy. 242 and I-45 and 
is expected to be complete in November 
2014.

“It will allow northbound traffic on 1-45 
to directly access 242 without having to 
exit the freeway and go through a traffic 
signal,” Doyal said. “The flyover will help 
so there’s no disruption of that traffic flow. 
And southbound on I-45, it will move all 
that traffic out under the bridge and relieve 
much of the congestion that’s there.”

Commissioners on the Montgomery 
County Toll Road Authority and several 

TRANSPORTATION

other area officials have identified addi-
tional projects and problem areas to be 
studied by the Houston-Galveston Area 
Council’s transportation study of the 
area. The study, which should be com-
pleted by spring of 2014, will examine 
transportation concerns across South 
Montgomery County.

Sadler suggested studying the feasibility 
of toll roads, particularly one connect-
ing the planned Grand Parkway to Hwy. 
242, which could expand further north 
to Hwy. 105. Another potential toll road 
could stretch northwest into Montgomery 
County. 

Sadler said he believes toll roads could 
provide funding for transportation 
projects that will be difficult to obtain 
from bond referendums, tax increases and 
TxDOT.

Noack said the county hired Pate Trans-
portation Partners to study the toll road 
feasibility, but he abstained from the vote 
because the study was not vetted. 

“We do need to plan,” Noack said. “I’m 
not a big believer that toll roads are the 
right way to go or the only way to go. 
They’re a possibility.”

Additional reporting by Shawn Arrajj and Matt 
Stephens
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Montgomery County’s first toll road is under construction on Hwy. 242 and I-45.
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Bay Area

Katy

Texas Medical Center
Sugar Land

The Woodlands

FindYourMDAnderson.comAppointments Available 713.745.9940

in The Woodlands
Making Cancer History®

MD Anderson is Making Cancer History® in The Woodlands.  
Our team of the world’s leading cancer experts is focused 
only on you and your cancer. We can guide you through 
advanced MD Anderson treatment options including surgery, 
radiation, chemotherapy, clinical trials and support services. 
We’ll customize a plan just for you and keep you close to your 
friends and family. Choose MD Anderson in The Woodlands. 
Find Your MD Anderson today.

Facebook.com/MDAndersonTheWoodlands
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Township to continue replanting trees in fall
By Matt Stephens 

After completing its first phase 
of reforestation to replace the 
damage caused by the historic 
2011 drought, The Woodlands 
Township could begin the 
second phase of tree replanting 
in the fall following the board of 
directors’ approval. 

John Powers, assistant general 
manager of community ser-
vices for the township, said the 
drought destroyed about 52,000 
trees throughout The Wood-
lands in 2011. The first phase of 
reforestation efforts to replenish 
that damage was completed in 
early April. Powers said 1,350 
trees of 5-, 10-, 15- and 30-gal-
lon sizes were planted in 200 
strategic locations, while 91,000 
seedlings were planted by 
residents for Arbor Day and by 
township staff. 

“[Replanting locations] were 
identified by areas where hazard-
ous trees had been removed 
that left a big void in a township 
reserve that buffered residential 
property from a major thorough-
fare,” Powers said. 

However, the reforestation 
program is not complete, as 
the township planned to plant 
250,000 trees over five years 
beginning in 2013. Powers said 
township staff are awaiting 
direction by the board of direc-
tors on how to approach the 
second phase of reforestation, 
which could begin in the fall. He 
said the township has already 
spent more than $1.5 million on 
tree removal and reforestation 
because of the drought. 

Powers estimates a similar 
number of trees could be planted 
in the second phase, although he 
anticipates fewer container trees, 
as seedlings can reach the size of 
15-gallon trees in as little as five 
to seven years and are more cost 
effective. Only about 75 percent 
of seedlings are expected to 
survive, but they do not require 
as much irrigation as container 
trees, Powers said. 

“The other thing that [seed-
lings] do is it’s more along the 
natural cessation of the forest,” 
he said. “Trees are going to 
seed out and new little trees are 

going to sprout. So, these seed-
lings are really just a couple of 
years old, and so it follows that 
natural cycle.”

Although most of the removal 
of hazardous trees is nearly 
complete, Powers said, there are 
as many as thousands of stressed 
trees from the drought, which 
makes them more susceptible 
to drought, disease and insects. 
Powers said The Woodlands was 
behind the overall average rain-
fall by about 7 inches in June, 
but the area benefited from a wet 
spring with colder temperatures. 

“The pattern of weather we’re 
seeing the last month is fairly 
normal, and if it continues, I’m 
pretty comfortable,” Powers said. 
“But that could change at any 
time. A tropical storm on the 
gulf can be good or bad. It could 
bring more moisture or it could 
take it all away.”

Burditt Consultants, LLC., 
a consulting firm, recently 
updated The Woodlands’ 
Integrated Forest Management 
Plan from 2003, conducting 
site inspections at 34 locations 

COMMuNITy

throughout The Woodlands’ 
open space reserves. Although 
Burditt officials believe The 
Woodlands’ forests are recover-
ing from the 2011 drought, the 
consultant recommended an 
annual or bi-annual review of 
all open space reserves to locate 
hazardous trees. 

According to Burditt, 24,815 
hazard trees were removed in 
2012 and another 4,000 will be 
removed by the end of 2013. 

The consultant also recom-
mended the replanting of 8,000 
trees in 2013-14 and another 

2,500-4,000 be replanted 
from 2014-18 of various sizes 
throughout open space reserves. 
To avoid possible future drought 
effects, Burditt encouraged 
replanting the area with certain 
native species that are more 
drought resistant.  

“We’ll continue to have a 
multi-year plan of reforesta-
tion,” Powers said. “Trees are 
No. 1 for The Woodlands. 
That’s what it’s all about, and 
the township board of directors 
has provided a lot of resources 
directed toward that.”

The Woodlands Township has spent more than $1.5 million on trees after the 2011 drought. 

91,000:

1,350:

$25-$85:

$0.50:

Seedlings planted in The Woodlands in 2013 

Container trees planted in The Woodlands in 2013 

Estimated cost range per container trees from 5-30 gallons 

Estimated cost of a 2-year-old seedling 

52,000:

24,815:

4,000:

Estimated number of dead trees caused by the 2011 drought 

Number of hazardous trees removed by the township in 2012 

Estimated number of trees to be removed by the end of 2013 

$2 million:

$400,000+:

$1.2 million:

Money spent by the township to combat the 2011 drought 

Money spent on reforestation 

Money spent on removal of hazardous trees in The Woodlands  $
Putting the woods back in The Woodlands
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New theme park set to open in 2015 
in East Montgomery County 
By Liza Winkler 

The Greater Houston area will soon 
have a new entertainment venue to visit. 
Construction will begin this fall on 
Grand Texas, a large-scale amusement 
park seeking to cater to the audience that 
formerly frequented AstroWorld.

Developers of Grand Texas announced 
the purchase of a 600-acre plot of land in 
New Caney on July 8 for the theme park, 
about 25 miles east of The Woodlands at 
23413 Hwy. 242 near Hwy. 59. 

The park, which has been in the works 
since about 2004, is expected to open in 
the spring of 2015 and feature a Texas his-
tory theme.

“Houston is significantly underserved 
in the amusement park arena, and 
Kemah and Pleasure Pier are wonder-
ful, but they are very different types 
of venues from an amusement park,” 
said Monty Galland, pre-development 
manager of Grand Texas. “The absence of 
AstroWorld really has left a huge hole for 
the most part.”

Grand Texas will feature a Big Riv-
ers Water Park; several roller coasters, 
including one proposed to be one of the 
10 largest wooden coasters in the nation; 

and many other rides similar to those 
typically found at Six Flags amusement 
parks. The final list of rides for the park is 
slated to be revealed in about six to eight 
months, Galland said.

 Andy Dill, president of the Community 
Chamber of Commerce of East Montgom-
ery County, said New Caney was chosen 
as the location for the park because of 
mobility factors.

“East Montgomery County and the I-59 
and I-69 corridor is rapidly expanding 
and has been for many years,” Dill said. 
“Close proximity to Bush [Intercontinen-
tal Airport] for travelers coming in and 
proximity to the Houston metro area was 
one of the key drivers for their choice.”

Galland said the cost for Grand Texas is 
not finalized yet, but it will likely be in the 
upper millions range. 

The park will be paid for by a com-
bination of equity from local investors 
and financing through different private 
sources with no public funding used, he 
said. 

“Individuals coming to the park are 
a target market for disposable income 
from a travel and tourism effort,” said 
Frank McCrady, president and CEO of 
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An artist’s rendering of Grand Texas, scheduled to open in 2015, depicts the Old West theme of the park.

the East Montgomery County Improve-
ment District. “[The park is] certainly 
a good fit from the jobs perspective. It 
creates numerous full-time and part-time 
employments, and we are very excited 
about that for the job opportunities.”

Galland said Grand Texas will create 
about 2,200 new seasonal, part-time and 
full-time jobs for residents in the area. Dill 
said plans for EarthQuest Adventures, 
a separately funded 500-acre dinosaur-
themed park expected to open in 2014 or 

2015, will complement Grand Texas. 
“Having a theme park or even two 

theme parks could bring tourists from 
two to three hours away on a daily basis,” 
Dill said.

McCrady said developers are working 
with local municipalities and commu-
nity leaders to ensure transportation will 
accommodate an influx of travelers in the 
coming years.

The first signs of construction on the 
project will be visible beginning in late fall. 

• Big Rivers Water park
• Roller coasters including one proposed to 

make the top 10 list of wooden coasters in 
the nation 

• Many other rides similar to those found at 
Six flags parks

• Broadway-style shows
• Live music 
• Rv resort
• Dining and retail establishments
• Cultural displays and demonstrations
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By Matt Stephens
Montgomery County Precinct 3 Com-

missioner James Noack has announced 
the formation of a transportation task 
force for South Montgomery County. 
The committee will hold its first meet-
ing in September and is made up of local 
stakeholders. 

Noack said he realized the need for the 
task force last year when South County 
communities became concerned about 
their participation in the planning of a 
possible overpass at Grogan’s Mill Road 
and Research Forest Drive. 

The task force will include representa-
tives from The Woodlands Township, 
Oak Ridge North, Shenandoah, the 
Texas Department of Transportation 
and Noack’s office, as well as the South 
County Chamber of Commerce. Noack 
said the group will meet monthly and its 
goals include promoting transportation 
improvements, sharing of transportation 
ideas, seeking public input and securing 
project funding. 

“We’ll spend $500,000 on this South 
Montgomery County Mobility Plan, and 
the focus of this task force will be to turn 
that plan into reality,” Noack said. “The 
plan is part one, but then actually imple-
menting the plan, that’s what this task 

Noack plans formation of task force
TRANSPORTATION 

force is really designed to accomplish.”
Noack said The Houston-Galveston 

Area Council and TxDOT were reviewing 
firms in July to perform the mobility plan. 
Although he could not say which firms 
were considered, he said the consultants 
included partnerships between firms to 
handle different portions of the study.  

“H-GAC has indicated to us this is a 
very unique product they’re going to be 
putting together, because it’s going to 
look at signalization,” he said. “It’s look-
ing at new roadways, existing roadways, 
[and] an inventory and assessment of all 
roadways.”

 The Montgomery County commission-
ers have also agreed to form a separate 
countywide plan, Noack said, which will 
use data from South County’s plan and 
could be completed in as soon as two 
months after completion of the South 
County plan. Noack said the countywide 
plan would cost about $300,000, with 
H-GAC funding $200,000 and the county 
funding the remaining $100,000. 

“That plan’s a little bit different inso-
much as it’s really looking at just the 
major thoroughfares, improvements that 
are needed, land use today, expected land 
use and possible new roadways that may 
be needed,” Noack said. 

Kuykendahl 
extension delayed
By Brian Walzel

Construction on the 1/2-mile exten-
sion of Kuykendahl Road between 
Crownridge Drive and FM 1488 has 
been pushed back because of environ-
mental clearance issues. The project 
was scheduled to be bid out to a con-
tractor in July, but that date has been 
pushed back to October, Woodlands 
Township director Mike Bass said.

Although the plan was initially 
scheduled on the Houston-Galveston 
Area Council’s Regional Transporta-
tion Report to begin in October, the 
Texas Department of Transportation 
moved the expected start date up to 
July, Bass said. 

He said TxDOT is awaiting final 
clearance from the Army Corps of 
Engineers on a 180-foot bridge that will 
be constructed over wetlands before 
starting the project.

Construction on the project should 
take about six months to complete. 

The road extension is the final por-
tion missing from Kuykendahl Road 
that would connect the roadway east to 
west entirely through The Woodlands. 

The cost of the project is $2.7 

million, of which Montgomery County 
is paying 20 percent, or about $540,000, 
while TxDOT is paying the remaining 80 
percent, or about $2.16 million.

Connecting Kuykendahl

1488

Montgomery County and TxDOT are 
working to connect a 1/2-mile segment of 
Kuykendahl Road. 

For comprehensive family care you can trust, turn to Affinity Medical 
Associates. Dr. Sam Rolón and Dr. Antwar Harrell are here to provide 
everything from routine exams to treatment for chronic conditions. They 
are dedicated to helping your family achieve and maintain good health – 
for life. And for your convenience, they offer easy online scheduling. 

To schedule an appointment, please call 281-374-0011,  

or visit AffinityMedTX.com.

Your family’s health means 
everything to us.

NOW OFFERING SATURDAY HOURS
1st and 3rd Saturday of the month: 8 a.m.-Noon

6056 FM 2920  •  Spring

Antwar Harrell, M.D. 
Board Certified in  
Internal Medicine

Sam Rolón, D.O. 
Board Certified in  
Family Medicine
Members of the Medical Staff at  
Tomball Regional Medical Center

69380_TRAMA_Spring_10x6_04c.indd   1 5/6/13   11:38 AM

Source: Montgomery County, The Woodlands RUD no. 1 
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Sounds like home.

A Fresh New master-planned community has emerged in 

Montgomery County. With beautiful, new homes from Houston’s 

most sought after builders. New model homes designed to suit 

all lifestyles. Where children attend the highly-acclaimed Conroe 

Independent School District. All located in a forested, natural 

setting in close proximity to the area’s finest shopping,  

dining and entertainment. 
 

Harmony - the fresh new community you’ve been looking for!

*Proposed pool and splashpad scheduled for completion fall 2013.” As with any financial decision, buyers are encouraged to do their own  
  due diligence when selecting a home builder. Harmony makes no representation or warranties on the quality of the homebuilders. Prices and  
  availability are subject to change without notice. Realtors Welcome. 8/13 

 New homes from the $200s-$500s

Harmony-Tx.com
thewoodlandsmall.com

TasteSTYLED FOR

GGWO9013-10 Woodlands News AD.indd   1 7/29/13   9:26 AM



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com18  nEWs

Rayford Road Civic Association to 
host Brady at town hall meeting

Grand Parkway construction kicks 
off with groundbreaking ceremony

By Matt Stephens
The Rayford Road Civic Association 

will host a town hall meeting with Rep. 
Kevin Brady, R-The Woodlands, at 6:30 
p.m. Aug. 15 at Gateway Baptist Church 
at 2930 Rayford Road in Spring. 

“I’m excited to see the positive growth 
and development in this area and to learn 
more about what Rayford Road’s future 
has in store,” Brady said. “The best is yet 
to come for this dynamic area of Mont-
gomery County.” 

Russell Martinez, Brady’s deputy district 
director, said Brady’s main focus at the 
meeting will be tax reform and the future 
of tax reform. However, Martinez said 
other topics may come up, such as health 
care and immigration. The event will also 
offer residents a chance to ask Brady ques-
tions following his presentation. 

Martinez said the desire to host a town 
hall meeting was mutual between Brady 
and the RRCA, and the U.S. representa-
tive has an interest in the Rayford Road 
corridor. 

“I think it’s a mutual interest,” Mar-
tinez said. “Obviously this portion of 
Montgomery County is growing. There 
are a lot of things going on with growth 

By Shawn Arrajj
The completion of the 38-mile stretch 

of the Grand Parkway from Hwy. 290 
to Hwy. 59 may be two-and-a-half years 
away, but the July 23 groundbreaking for 
segments F-1, F-2 and G was a landmark 
moment for a project that has been in the 
planning stages for decades.

“This is an extraordinary day for our 
state,” said Phil Wilson, executive direc-
tor with the Texas Department of Trans-
portation, who spoke at the ceremony. 
“We have to keep the magic flowing in the 
state of Texas, and this project is a part of 
that magic.”

Construction of the three segments was 
awarded to Zachry-Odebrecht Parkway 
Builders and is expected to create more 
than 1,200 jobs. The project consists of 
more than 120 bridges, frontage roads 
and comprehensive utility infrastructure. 
The total cost for the portion of the road 
from Hwy. 290 to Hwy. 59 is estimated at 
$1.1 billion.

Direct connect flyovers will be con-
structed at the intersections of the Grand 
Parkway and major highways, such 
as Hwy. 290, I-45 and Hwy. 59. David 
Gornet, executive director of the Grand 
Parkway Association, said once the 

NEWS BRIEfS

and development and the creation of this 
organization.” 

RRCA President Paul Cote said the 
association is excited to host Brady. Cote 
said the RRCA plans to host other speak-
ers similar to Brady in the near future and 
believes it is important for the residents of 
the area to know their community leaders. 

“I think a lot of the people on the east 
side of I-45 haven’t had the opportunity 
to meet the leaders of the area, and the 
RRCA is bringing that opportunity to the 
people who would like to hear from them,” 
he said. “We’re really excited to have the 
opportunity to serve the area and be able 
to build on that excitement. The residents 
of our area are realizing more and more 
the importance of having representation.” 
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State and local leaders attended a Grand Parkway 
groundbreaking ceremony July 23. 

interchanges are built, construction on 
the rest of the roadway would progress 
relatively quickly.

The three segments from Hwy. 290 to 
Hwy. 59 represent roughly 38 miles of 
the 184-mile loop. When completed, the 
highway will loop all the way around 
Houston, similar to the Sam Houston 
Tollway, but larger.

Signage will be posted on major road-
ways informing drivers of construction 
activity. Project updates and expected 
lane closures can be found on the project’s 
website, www.grandparkway99.com, 
where users can also submit comments or 
questions.
Additional reporting by Brian Walzel

936-447-2800 · WoodforestTx.com
Homes from the $180s to $1 Million+

Coventry Homes
Darling Homes

DR Horton
Gracepoint Homes
Highland Homes

Huntington Homes
Jeff Paul Custom Homes

Lennar Homes
Mary Ross Custom Homes

Newmark Homes 
Partners in Building

Perry Homes
Ryland Homes

Sullivan Signature Homes
Tom Cox Jr. Custom Homes

Village Builders

When it comes to master-planned communities in Montgomery County, 
Woodforest has something for everyone. With a 27-hole golf course for 
mom and dad. Parks, playgrounds and a splash park for the kids. Miles

of hike and bike trails for the whole family. And shopping, dining,
entertainment and recreational activities - all just minutes away.

Woodforest has a beautiful array of new homes priced to suit every 
lifestyle. You’ll find patio homes, homes with golf-course and lake 

views, and amenity-filled custom homes on up to one-acre homesites.  
Woodforest – The breath of fresh air you’ve been looking for.

Where life Grows.

f

*Based on the number of new home sales in 2012, Metrostudy and RCLCO. As with any 
financial decision, buyers are encouraged t    o do their own due diligence when selecting a home 
builder. Woodforest makes no representation or warranties on the quality of the homebuilders. 
Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. Realtors Welcome. 6/13

Ranked 7th in Houston
and among the nation’s 20
top-selling master-planned 

communities*

Forest Island
Swim Complex Opening

SUMMER 2013!

Rayford Road Civic Association
Town Hall Meeting, featuring Kevin Brady
Gateway Baptist Church
2930 Rayford Road, Spring
6:30 p.m.

Rayford Rd. 
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AIR CONDITIONING 
AND HEATING

281-651-5484

BradburyBrothers.com

REPAIRS
MAINTENANCE
INSTALLATIONS

“We Take Care of Your Air”

$50 OFF
REPAIRS

OF $200 OR MORE
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC

WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 
OFFERS OR SPECIALS. COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER. 

EXPIRES 9-12-13

$59.00
TUNE-UP

(REG. $89)
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC

WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 
OFFERS OR SPECIALS. COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER. 

EXPIRES 9-12-13

YOUR AIR CONDITIONING 
AND HEATING SPECIALISTS

AT ThE CAPITOl
News from the 83rd Legislative Session

By Karen Brooks Harper 
Capitol Correspondent

State lawmakers ended their second special session of the 
summer July 30, only to be called back that evening for a 
third session after the House and Senate could not agree on a 
way to fund the state’s highways.

“When it comes to transportation, the stakes facing our 
state could not be higher, and a failure to act now could take 
years—if not most of a decade—to correct, as traffic conges-
tion increases and harms our quality of life,” Gov. Rick Perry 
said in his statement announcing the new session. “Inaction 
is a Washington-style attempt to kick a can down the road—
but everybody in Texas knows we’re rapidly running out of 
roads to kick that can down.”

Texas transportation officials have said TxDOT needs an 
additional $4 billion per year just to maintain the current 
highway system; that funding would not include a way to pay 
for additional projects. 

Lawmakers could not come to an agreement on the mat-
ter during the regular session and missed their chance in 
the first special session when the abortion debate killed all 
other proposals. 

The compromise
With the second special session nearing its end, lead-

ers in the House and Senate said July 26 that they had a 
deal they could agree on: Asking voters to allow lawmak-
ers to divert half the money from oil and gas revenue—all 
of which is currently earmarked for the state’s rainy day 
fund—to transportation. 

The deal was not as solid as negotiators had described, 
however. 

The bill died in the House on July 29 when a bipartisan 
coalition of lawmakers rejected part of the compromise 
that would have allowed the Legislative Budget Board to set 
a minimum balance before each session for the Economic 
Stabilization Fund, commonly known as the rainy day fund. 

Democrats said they objected to the measure because they 
feared it could be used to justify reductions in human ser-
vices or education spending in favor of transportation dollars 
or refilling the fund. 

Conservatives wanted to let the state’s voters decide any 
time the lawmakers sought to allow the balance to dip below 
a floor of $6 billion. 

Because the bill proposed a constitutional amendment, it 
required approval of a two-thirds majority of representatives. 

The lack of support on both sides of the aisle cost the mea-
sure the 100 votes it needed to pass the House, and the bill 
died on a vote of 84-40. 

Transportation only
For the third special session, Perry called lawmakers back 

immediately after the second session’s end strictly to deal 
with transportation legislation. 

He may add new items to the agenda at any time during 
the special session, however.

Republicans have called on Sen. Wendy Davis, D-Fort 
Worth, to foot the bill for the special sessions because it was 
her filibuster of abortion restrictions at the end of the first 
special session in June that ran out the clock on reaching a 
transportation deal.

The abortion issue then took two weeks of the second ses-
sion, for which Davis is also being blamed. 

But Davis said July 30 that the failure of lawmakers to pass a 

Lawmakers fail to reach 
deal, revisit transportation 
in third special session

TransporTaTion 
Funding

House bill: would have raised

senate bill: would have raised

Compromise bill: would have raised

20¢
TAX

15¢5¢ Rainy day 
fund

Transportation

Transportation
1/2

Rainy day fund
1/2

Transportation
1/2

Rainy day fund
1/2

$6 billion—floor for rain day fund

rainy day fund floor would be set 
by the Legislative Budget Board

The second special session of the 83rd Legislature ended without lawmakers 
reaching an agreement on how to fund the state’s transportation projects. Gov. 
Rick Perry immediately called legislators back for a third special session to 
address the issue. The Texas Department of Transportation has said it needs an 
additional $4 billion per year to maintain current roadways. 

$800 million  per year by diverting some of the state’s 
oil and gas revenue, as well as 5 cents per gallon from the 20-cent-per-gallon 
motor vehicle tax, from the rainy day fund to transportation projects.

$800 million per year by diverting half the state’s oil and 
gas revenue from the rainy day fund to transportation projects.

$848 million per year, also by diverting half the state’s oil 
and gas revenue to transportation projects.

Sources: Texas House of Representatives, Texas Senate

For complete coverage of the 83rd Texas Legislature, go to http://impactnews.com/83rd-legislature.

transportation funding plan was caused simply by a failure of leadership.
“Our work could have been done and our money saved had Texas 

leaders put the concerns of Texas families ahead of their own selfish, 
partisan agendas,” Davis said. “Republican leaders have ignored their 
responsibility to address critical infrastructure issues facing Texas for 
more than a decade, and now they expect taxpayers to foot the bill.”

Special session cost
At a cost of about $30,000 per day, each 30-day special session  

can cost taxpayers more than  
$1 million. 

The price includes $150 per diem for each lawmaker for food and 
living expenses in Austin, though a handful choose not to take the pay 
when they are not in Austin for session work. 

There is no legal limit to the number of special sessions that can be 
called. Each one can only be called by the governor and cannot last 
more than 30 days. 
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Assisted Living with 
an emphasis on 

Living.

Imagine watching your loved one regain an enthusiasm for life with 
personalized support in a friendly, encouraging environment. A little help 
can make an enormous difference with activities of daily living such as 
bathing and dressing.
Call to schedule a get-acquainted visit, or tour our website today and 
discover how we provide our residents with the highest standards of 
Assisted Living.

Services and Amenities Include:
• Pet friendly    • On-site home health
• Kitchenettes    • Customized care plans
• On-site therapy gym for physical,  • Wireless Internet in
   speech and occupational therapy    common areas
        

AssIsted LIvIng
ALzheImer’s & dementIA CAre

303 Lantern Bend drive  |  houston, tX 77090

1-877-849-3120
brookdale.com

Facility no. 030280

1 Bedroom Apartments Start at $1,995

ALL THE PLACES LIFE CAN GO is a trademark of Brookdale Senior Living, Inc., Nashville, TN, USA ® Reg. U.S. Patent and TM Office. 52320-RES21-0513-GB

The University of Houston is an EEO/AA institution.bauer.uh.edu/thewoodlands

Earn an Accelerated Energy Executive MBA at 
The Woodlands.

Upcoming information SeSSion
thursday, august 29 | 6:30-8 p.m. 
Lone Star college at the Woodlands

rSVp

The University of Houston is an EEO/AA institution.bauer.uh.edu/thewoodlands

Earn an Accelerated Energy Executive MBA at 
The Woodlands.

Upcoming information SeSSion
thursday, august 29 | 6:30-8 p.m. 
Lone Star college at the Woodlands

rSVp
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After opening in time for the fall 2012 
semester, SHSU The Woodlands Center 
has seen an increase in enrollment since 
its days at Lone Star College-Montgomery. 
Fall 2013 enrollment is expected to eclipse 
2,000 students. 

SHSu Demographics

SHSu Demographics

20122011

20132012

education
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29.4%  

15-24
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25-34
37%  

Bachelors
Degree 

70%  

Masters
Degree 

24.4%  

Students majoring in Student ages Students seeking

   

SHSU Woodlands expands in first year
By Brian Walzel

Sam Houston State Univer-
sity The Woodlands Center is 
expanding its scope of programs 
and services to both students 
and area residents as enrollment 
numbers trend upward. 

In its second full year of 
instruction since opening in 
August 2012, SHSU The Wood-
lands saw a nearly 12 percent 
increase in enrollment com-
pared to the fall 2011 semester 
when the school held classes at 
Lone Star College-Montgomery.

The Woodlands campus offers 
15 undergraduate programs, 
15 graduate degrees and two 
doctoral programs with more 
on the way, said Janet Mullings, 
executive director of The Wood-
lands Center.

“SHSU is moving into health 
care and that is a new area of 
opportunity,” she said. “The 
College of Business has always 

been a large draw here and 
will continue to be. We will be 
offering a new degree in mass 
communication and public rela-
tions, as well as increasing our 
day course offerings.”

Mullings said the most popu-
lar classes at The Woodlands 
Center are evening classes. Many 
evening classes, she said, are at 
capacity and the staff is working 
to fill many daytime classes.

 “We are also working to 
develop relationships with Lone 
Star students, so when they finish 
their sophomore year, it’s an easy 
transition to walk to our cam-
pus,” she said. “All of those things 
together add to the increased 
need for the programs here.”

In addition to increasing its 
program and class offerings, 
The Woodlands Center fea-
tures an educational leadership 
and counseling program that 
is proving beneficial to both 

students and local residents. 
The program offers training for 
school counselors and licens-
ing for professional counselors, 
marriage and family therapists.  

The counseling program also 
offers free counseling to area 
residents at no charge. 

“Our students are seeing the 
clients under the supervision 
of their professor, and they get 
individual supervision from our 
doctoral students,” said Judy 
Nelson, associate professor and 
clinic coordinator of commu-
nity counseling. 

Nelson said the program 
currently oversees about 120 
sessions per month.

The educational leadership 
branch of the program includes 
a school principal preparation 
program, a superintendent 
certification program, masters 
degrees and a doctoral program 
in educational leadership.

FoCusHigher Education
Education sponsors

8.4%
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Spring enrollment

1,789* 1,939

11.7%
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Fall enrollment

1,712* 1,912

SHSu enrollmentYear ONE in 
The Woodlands

* Enrollment at LSC-Montgomery

The University of Houston is an EEO/AA institution.bauer.uh.edu/thewoodlands

Earn an Accelerated Energy Executive MBA at 
The Woodlands.

Upcoming information SeSSion
thursday, august 29 | 6:30-8 p.m. 
Lone Star college at the Woodlands
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LSC offers high quality, affordable solutions for parents as the cost 
of a four-year university skyrockets out of reach. Graduate with an 
associate degree from LSC and transfer credits to complete a B.A. 
at any state university. A better future for all students means a 
better future for our community.

78% of Texas degree completers at 4-year institutions 
attended a 2-year college, like Lone Star College. 

Open Doors
LoneStar.edu

Start here.
Transfer anywhere.

Humanities
19.3%  

Other
14.2%  

35-54
18.8%  

55-74
2.4%  

Doctoral 
Degree  

4.2%  

Other
Degrees 

1.4%  

Source: Sam Houston State University

“Because this is a such a 
dynamic market, with diver-
sity and density in this area, 
[the educational leadership 

program] is a great draw,” said 
Stacey Edmonson, chairwoman 
of the educational leadership 
and counseling program.
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art Institute of Houston–north
10740 N. Gessner Drive, Ste. 190, Houston
281-671-3381 • www.artinstitutes.edu/houston-north

Tuition: $17,568–$23,424 
Enrollment: 390
Students with financial aid: 92 percent
Degrees offered: Certificate, associate, bachelor’s
Most popular majors: Media arts and animation
Test averages: Open enrollment
Graduation rate: 37 percent (all campuses)

Baylor college of medicine
One Baylor plaza, Houston
713-798-4951 • www.bcm.edu 

Tuition: $6,550 (in-state), $19,650 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 1,525
Students with financial aid: 74 percent (based on 2012) 
Degrees offered: Master’s, doctorate
Most popular majors: Medical programs
Test averages: 11.5 MCAT
Graduation rate: 99 percent

college of Biblical studies-Houston
7000 Regency Square Blvd., Houston
713-785-5995 • www.cbshouston.edu 

Tuition: $9,396
Enrollment: 492
Students with financial aid: 67 percent
Degrees offered: Certificates, associates, bachelor’s
Most popular majors: Theology
Test averages: Open enrollment
Graduation rate: 57 percent

Houston Baptist university
7502 fondren Road, Houston
281-649-3000 • www.hbu.edu

Tuition: $26,280 per year
Enrollment: 2,589
Students with financial aid: 99 percent
Degrees offered: Bachelor’s, associate, master’s
Most popular majors: Biology/biological sciences
Test averages: 480-590 SAT Critical Reading, 500-610 SAT 
Math, 470-580 SAT Writing
Graduation rate: 44.4 percent (six year)

Houston community college 
northwest
1550 foxlake Drive, Houston
713-718-5757 • northwest.hccs.edu 

Tuition: $1,014 (in-district), $2,094 (out-of-district), $2,341.50 
(out-of-state)
Enrollment: 49,122 (all 16 campuses)
Students with financial aid: 36.7 percent receive pell Grants 
(all 16 campuses)
Degrees offered: Certificates, associate
Most popular majors: Biology, business technology (all 
campuses)
Test averages: Open enrollment
Graduation rate: 34.4 percent (six year, all 16 campuses)
Transfer rate: 28.5 percent (all 16 campuses)

lone star college–cy fair
9191 Barker Cypress Road, Cypress
281-290-3200 • www.lonestar.edu/cyfair

Tuition: $1,296
Enrollment: 17,606
Students with financial aid: 62 percent of financial need met 
across all seven campuses
Degrees offered: Certificates, associate
Most popular majors: Liberal arts, health professions, 
business
Test averages: Open enrollment
Graduation rate: 19.1 percent (two year)
Transfer rate: 29.8 percent

lone star college–montgomery
3200 College park Drive, Conroe
936-273-7000 • www.lonestar.edu/montgomery

Tuition: $1,296
Enrollment: 11,712
Students with financial aid: 62 percent of financial need met 
(all seven campuses)
Degrees offered: Certificates, associates
Most popular majors: Liberal arts, health professions, 
business
Test averages: Open enrollment
Graduation rate: 16.4 percent (two year)
Transfer rate: 26.6 percent

lone star college–tomball
30555 Hwy. 249, Tomball
281-351-3300 • www.lonestar.edu/tomball

Tuition: $1,296
Enrollment: 8,287
Students with financial aid: 62 percent of financial need met 
across all seven campuses
Degrees offered: Certificates, associate
Most popular majors: Liberal arts, health professions, 
business
Test averages: Open enrollment
Graduation rate: 12.8 percent (two year)
Transfer rate: 28.4 percent                                  

 lone star college–university park
20515 Hwy. 249, Houston
281-290-2600 • www.lonestar.edu/universitypark

Tuition: $1,296
Enrollment: 6,205
Students with financial aid: 62 percent of financial need met 
across all seven campuses
Degrees offered: Certificates, associate
Most popular majors: Liberal arts, business
Test averages: Open enrollment
University Center degree programs: University of Houston, 
Texas Southern University, Sam Houston State University, 
University of Houston-Downtown

lone star college–university center
832-813-6500 • www.lonestar.edu/university-center

Tuition: $1,296
Enrollment: 11,712 (Montgomery), 5,125 (University park)
Students with financial aid: 62 percent (all seven campuses)
Degrees: Certificates, bachelor’s, master’s
Most popular majors: Liberal arts, health professions, 
business
Test Averages: Open enrollment  
New Programs: Criminal justice master’s degree (at LSC–
Montgomery via SHSU), family & consumer science bachelor’s 
degree (at LSC–Montgomery via SHSU)

prairie view texas a&m
fM 1098 and University Drive, prairie view
936-261-3311 • www.pvamu.edu 

Tuition: $6,900
Enrollment: 8,336
Students with financial aid: 65 percent (loans/jobs), 35 
percent (scholarships/grants) 
Degrees offered: Bachelor’s, master’s, doctorate
Most popular majors: Health professions and related 
programs
Test averages: SAT Math 390-480; SAT Reading 370-450; ACT 
Math 16-20, ACT English 13-19
Graduation rate: 11.6 percent (four year)
Transfer rate: 59 percent

Higher Education
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Every year, as a part of its Higher Education focus, Community 
Impact Newspaper compiles a list of information on the major 
higher education campuses in the southeast Texas region. The 
list includes both community colleges and four-year institutions 
and provides graduation rates along with transfer rates when 
applicable. Tuition rates provide the cost for one academic 
year of enrollment. Housing costs are included as well for the 
campuses that offer it.

Pictures/Colors for Illustration only. Factory Rebate and Discounts changes may occur after release of publication of this ad which may affect discounts and savings. 

855-586-8441 • 1654 I-45 NORTH • CONROEBUICKGMC.COM 

PRO GRADE PROTECTION
WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE.

Savings Include: $4500 Factory Rebate, $2000 Texas Edition Package Savings, $8500 Wiesner Discount Off MSRP

NEW 2013 GMC SIERRA 1500
CREW CAB

SAVINGS OFF MSRP

  $15,000
ALL 122 
IN STOCKALL 122 
IN STOCK 122TO

CHOOSE

All at this
Savings
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On-campus housing: $7,431 per year

rice university
6100 Main St., Houston
713-348-0000 • www.rice.edu

Tuition: $38,260 per year
Enrollment: 6,082
Students with financial aid: 89 percent (scholarships/grants), 
11 percent (loans/jobs)
Degrees offered: Bachelor’s, master’s, doctorate-research, 
doctorate-professional
Most popular majors: Engineering, social sciences, biology
Test averages: SAT Math 700-780; SAT Reading 660-750; ACT 
Math 30-34; ACT English 30-34
Graduation rate: 93 percent (six year)
Transfer rate: 6 percent
New programs: ph. D. programs in systems, synthetic and 
physical biology  
On-campus housing: $8,800 per year

sam Houston state university-
Woodlands campus
3380 College park Drive, The Woodlands
936-202-5000 • www.shsu.edu/woodlands 

Tuition: $7,554 
Enrollment:  1,941
Students with financial aid: 68 percent
Degrees offered: Certificates, bachelor’s, master’s, doctorate-
research
Most popular majors: Accounting, banking, general business 
administration
Test averages: SAT Math 460-560; SAT Reading 440-540; ACT 
Math 18-24; ACT English 17-23
Graduation rate: 31.3 percent (four year)
Transfer rate: 62.5 percent
New programs: BA mass communication and public relations
On-campus housing: $8,800 per year 

sam Houston state university
1806 Ave. J, Huntsville
936-294-1111 • www.shsu.edu

Tuition: $8,120
Enrollment: 18,461
Students with financial aid: 80 percent (full-time beginning 
undergraduate students)
Degrees offered: Bachelor’s, master’s, doctorate-research
Most popular majors: Business, management, marketing
Test averages: SAT Math 460-560; SAT Reading 440-540; ACT 
Math 18-24; ACT English 17-23
Graduation rate: 31.3 percent (four year)
Transfer rate: 62.5 percent
New programs: victim service management-MS
On-campus housing: $8,324 per year

soutHEast tExas collEGEs anD unIvErsItIEs

EduCaTion sponsors
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university of Houston–Downtown
One Main St., Houston
713-221-8000 • www.uhd.edu

Tuition: $5,022
Enrollment: 12,918
Students with financial aid: 88 percent 
Degrees offered: Bachelor’s, master’s
Most popular majors: Business, law enforcement, liberal arts, 
psychology
Test averages: SAT Reading 370-470; SAT Mat 410-500; SAT 
Writing 370-460
Graduation rate: 15 percent
Transfer rate: 69 percent
New programs: Bachelor of science in geoscience, master’s 
in nonprofit management 

Graduation rate: 14.1 percent (six year)
Transfer rate: 15.2 percent
On-campus housing: $466 (dorms per month)–$780 (campus 
apartments per month)

TEXAS A&M UNivERSiTy
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texas a&m university
College Station
979-845-5851 • www.tamu.edu

Tuition: $8,480
Enrollment: 50,227
Students with financial aid: 71 percent
Degrees offered: Bachelor’s, master’s doctorate-research, 
doctorate-professional 
Most popular majors: Business, management, marketing
Test averages: SAT Math 570-670, SAT Reading 530-650, 
ACT Math 24-29, ACT English 23-30
Graduation rate: 52.4 percent (four year)
Transfer rate: 78 percent
On-campus housing: $8,400

texas southern university
3100 Cleburne St., Houston
713-313-7011 • www.tsu.edu

Tuition: $7,646 in-state, $16,946 out of state
Enrollment: 9,646
Students with financial aid: 96 percent (full-time beginning 
undergraduate students)
Degrees offered: Certificate, bachelor’s, master’s, doctorate
Most popular majors: Business, management, marketing
Test averages: SAT Math 380-470; SAT Reading 370-450; 
ACT Math 15-18; ACT English 13-18

The University of Houston is an EEO/AA institution.bauer.uh.edu/thewoodlands

Earn an Accelerated Energy Executive MBA at 
The Woodlands.

Upcoming information SeSSion
thursday, august 29 | 6:30-8 p.m. 
Lone Star college at the Woodlands

rSVp

university of Houston
4800 Calhoun Road, Houston
713-743-2255 • www.uh.edu

Tuition: $9,311
Enrollment: 40,747
Students with financial aid: 76 percent
Degrees offered: Bachelor’s, master’s, doctorate
Most popular majors: Business, management, marketing
Test averages: SAT Math 520-630; SAT Reading 480-590; 
ACT Math 22-27; ACT English 20-26
Graduation rate: 53.6 percent (six year)
Transfer rate: 35.1 percent
New programs: Two new dual-degree programs to earn a 
bachelor’s degree from UH and a Doctor of Medicine from 
University of Texas partner branches in seven years instead of 
the usual eight required for becoming a doctor. 
On-campus housing: $2,186–$5,710 (dorms per semester), 
$540–$1,060 (campus apartments per month)

university of st. thomas
3800 Montrose Blvd., Houston
713-522-7911 • www.stthom.edu

Tuition: $14,120 per 15 semester hours
Enrollment: 3,711
Students with financial aid: 92 percent of first-time 
freshmen receive scholarships or financial aid
Degrees: Diploma, bachelor’s, master’s, doctorate
Most popular majors: international studies, business 
administration, accounting
Test averages: SAT Reading and Math average 1133 
Graduation rate: 48 percent (six year)
Transfer rate: 40 percent of the entering class for academic 
year 2012-13 are first-time transfer students 
New programs: Majors in computer science, applied 
mathematics and economics
On-campus housing: $2,500 (double room per 
semester)–$3,825 (single room per semester)
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Education sponsors

Independent Living  • Assisted Living

Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care 

2323 Lake Robbins Drive

The Woodlands, TX 77380 Facility Number: 104849

brookdale.com

www.villagewoodlands.com

    “I wanted a caring and friendly environment for Dad, with personal attention 

and a great quality of life.  I found it all right here, where Assisted Living is 

designed individually for those who need some help with the activities of daily 

living. People like my Dad. Since he moved in, he’s discovered a renewed sense 

of energy. I couldn’t ask for anything more – and neither could Dad.”  

If you have a loved one that needs great care personalized 

just for them, call (281) 292-4600 to schedule your visit today.   

“When it was time 

to find help for Dad 

I made the best 
decision for all the 

right reasons.”

Service Mark for The Village at the Woodlands Waterway is owned by Bridgewood Houston Property Company, Houston, TX. 20503-ROP01-0813 MRM

The University of Houston is an EEO/AA institution.bauer.uh.edu/thewoodlands

Earn an Accelerated Energy Executive MBA at 
The Woodlands.

Upcoming information SeSSion
thursday, august 29 | 6:30-8 p.m. 
Lone Star college at the Woodlands

rSVp
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Savings plans start early
By Tamra Santana 

With the average cost at an in-
state four-year college hovering 
around $22,000 a year, financial 
experts recommend to start sav-
ing early for college expenses. 

“The most important thing 
people need to understand is 
you need to start saving when 
your children are young,” said 
Brian Gremminger, an Edward 
Jones Financial adviser in 
Magnolia. “When we see a birth 
announcement, we advise par-
ents to open a college savings 
account of some type.”

For young children, a com-
mon type of savings plan is a 
529, Gremminger said. It is the 
most flexible savings plan and 
contributions to this plan are 
tax free and have a large lifetime 
contribution limit of more than 
$200,000, depending on which 
state you reside in. 

In addition, the 529 plan does 

not have a capital gains tax 
when the money is withdrawn 
for college.

Other options include a cus-
todial account, which can be a 
trust fund, a bank account or a 
brokerage account. A custodial 
account is set up by an adult for 
a beneficiary— typically a parent 
for a child. 

The Coverdell Education Sav-
ings Account is a tax-advantaged 
investment account that can 
fund expenses at elementary and 
secondary schools in addition to 
colleges. Another possibility is a 
bond that matures at the start of 
college.

“Parents should start putting 
away any amount they can save 
comfortably [for college savings],” 
said Ann Johnson, vice president 
of student success at Lone Star 
College-Tomball. “If they can 
afford a hundred dollars a month, 
that’s a good start.”

FoCusHigher Education
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Average costs of tuition and fees for college:
Public two-year college (in-state students)–$3,131
Public four-year college (in-state students)–$8,655
Public four-year college (out-of-state students)–$21,706
Private four-year college–$29,056

Average costs of room and board in 2012–13:
Public four-year college–$9,205 
Private four-year college–$10,462
Average cost for books and supplies in 2012–13:
Public four-year colleges–$1,200
Private four-year college–$1,244

Personal and transportation expenses:
Public four-year college–$3,201
Private four-year college–$2,527

Source: College Board

Annual college costs include tuition and fees, room and board, books and supplies, 
transportation and personal expenses, according to the College Board.Paying for college

financial aid comes from many sources:
4% 

Private and employer grants/ 
scholarships

5% 
State government grants/ 

scholarships

18% 
College grants/ scholarships

73% 
Federal government grants,  

loans and other aid

More than  

$185 billion  
in financial aid  

is available 
nationwide

• Booster clubs: Scholarships offered for The 
Woodlands, College Park and Oak Ridge high 
schools’ booster clubs for band, FFA, JROTC 
and athletic activities. www.conroeisd.net

• LSC-Montgomery: Offers scholarships with 
varying qualifications for students with various 
interests. www.lonestar.edu

• Montgomery County Fair Association: 
Awards dozens of scholarships to Montgom-
ery County high school students annually. 
www.mcfa.org

• Pavilion Partners: $1,000 fine arts scholar-
ships offered to students majoring in fine arts 
in CISD and other area school districts.  
www.woodlandscenter.org

• Village Associations: Each village associa-
tion in The Woodlands offers scholarships for 
students. www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/
index.aspx?NID=563

• The Woodlands GREEN: Awards several 
scholarships every year.  
www.thewoodlandsgreen.org

• The Woodlands Kiwanis Club: Several 
$1,000 scholarships awarded every year. 
www.woodlandskiwanis.com

• The Woodlands Lions Club: Awards about 
$5,000 in scholarships every year to Wood-
lands, College Park and Oak Ridge graduates. 
www.woodlandslions.org

local Scholarships

Education sponsors

Your Investment · Your Future · Our Profession · Our Passion 

All of life’s journeys eventually end in the same place, home.  Call us today for your Real Estate needs. 

The University of Houston is an EEO/AA institution.bauer.uh.edu/thewoodlands

Earn an Accelerated Energy Executive MBA at 
The Woodlands.

Upcoming information SeSSion
thursday, august 29 | 6:30-8 p.m. 
Lone Star college at the Woodlands

rSVp
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12 through 16  
vacation Bible School

Community Baptist Church hosts a vBS 
SonWest Roundup for children ages 4 years 
old through sixth grade. This year’s theme 
is Western with several games and Bible 
lessons. 9 a.m. free. Community Baptist 
Church, 8909 Cochran’s Crossing. 936-
2714446. www.cbcwoodlands.org

16 through 17 Children’s Sale Event
The Woodlands United Methodist 

Church hosts its 12th annual Little Lamb’s 
Closet Consignment Resale with a portion 
of the proceeds benefitting local charities 
and Noah’s Nook Nursery at The Woodlands 
UMC. The event offers gently and greatly 
used children’s clothing, shoes, toys, nursery 
furniture, bedding, decor and maternity 
clothes. Registration for sellers ends Aug. 10. 
9 a.m.–7 p.m. (friday), 7–10 a.m. (Saturday). 
free. The Woodlands UMC’s loft building, 
9201 Grogan’s Mill Road. 281-297-5900, 
www.thewoodlandsumc.org/littlelambs 

16 Gorilla hole
The pre-teen nighttime activity 

event includes interactive games, activities 
and music in a supervised environment 
with soccer balls, basketballs, and more for 
children in the fifth and sixth grade. Dress 
code and behavior are enforced. parents or 
guardians must check children in and out of 
the facility. food and drinks are available for 
purchase. 7–9:45 p.m. $7. The Woodlands 
Recreation Center, 5310 Research forest 
Drive. 281-210-3950.

17 Boots vs. Badges 
The Woodlands fire Department 

competes against local law enforcement 
from the Montgomery County Sheriff’s 
Office and the Harris County precinct 4 
Constable’s Office in the second annual 
Safe at Home softball game. The game 
is part of the National Night Out event 
series, and participants can view public 
safety vehicles on display and interact 

August

08 through 10  
Kick Off Dance Intensive

Boni’s Dance Studio hosts its second annual 
Kick Off Dance intensive with master class 
teachers, such as Jess Hendricks, Joe Celej, 
Marlana Walsh-Doyle and Debbi Dee. Classes 
include jazz, contemporary, hip hop and tap 
for dancers ages 5 through adult. 8 a.m.–7 
p.m. (classes offered). $150–$250. Boni’s 
Dance Studio, 9102 forest Crossing Drive. 
www.bonisentoure.com

08 Senior Prom
The friendship Center presents its 

11th annual Senior prom with a “Sparkles 
and Spurs” theme for those ages 60 and up. 
Live music is provided by Country Jim and 
the Country All-Stars, and refreshments are 
offered. Attire is Western or Sunday best. 
7–10 p.m. $5 (photo booth), $10 (advance 
tickets), $12 (tickets at the door), $25 (table 
reservation). Lone Star Convention Center, 
9055 Airport Road, Conroe. 936-756-5828. 
www.thefriendshipcenter.com

09 through 11  
Tax-free Days

families looking to shop for back-to-school 
items can participate in the state’s annual 
tax holiday weekend. The law allows most 
clothing, footwear, backpacks and other 
school supplies priced under $100 to be 
exempt from sales and use taxes at stores 
throughout The Woodlands area.  
www.window.state.tx.us

09 and 10, 16,17, 23, 24, 30 and 31 
Dinner Show

Old West Melodrama presents “The Haunting 
of Bella de Ghosse,” a spoof on haunted 
mansions and Louisiana politics set in 1890. 
The event features dinner and a musical pre-
show entertainment special. 7 p.m. (pre-show 
music), 8 p.m. (melodrama begins). $12–$17. 
puffabelly’s Old Depot Restaurant, 100 Main 
St., Spring. 713-364-9190.  
www.oldwestmelodrama.com

10 Good Neighbor Day
The Woodlands Township 

Neighborhood Services Department presents 
Good Neighbor Day, in which neighbors 
get to know their neighbors. participants 
the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office, 
The Woodlands fire Department, The 
Woodlands Township parks and Recreation, 
Environmental Services Department, and 
Montgomery County 9-1-1 Communications. 
free. fire Station No. 2, village of panther 
Creek, 9393 Gosling Road. 281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

12 Big Bend National Park 
Presentation

veteran naturalist Gary Clark and nature 
photographer Kathy Adams Clark offer a 
presentation about Big Bend National park. 
The Clarks are published authors and have 
written several books about nature. One 
person in attendance wins a drawing for a 
copy of their book, “Enjoy Big Bend National 
park: A friendly Guide to Adventures for 
Everyone.” Light refreshments are served. 2 
p.m. free. South Regional Library, 2101 Lake 
Robbins Drive. 
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featured EVENT

with personnel. Residents can participate 
in the Neighborhood Cheer Challenge 
by coming up with a theme for the team 
they will support and bringing spirit 
supplies. The first 10 kids at the event 
receive a National Night Out baseball cap, 
and the first 50 kids receive a fire hat or 
a sheriff’s badge. 10–11:30 a.m. free. 
McCullough Junior High School, 3800 
S. panther Creek Drive. 281-210-3800. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/
nationalnightout

17 Splash ‘n Dash TriElite Racing 
features its inaugural “Aquathlon” for 

beginner and veteran youth and junior athletes 
ages 6–19. Children ages 6–8 swim 50 yards 
and run a half mile, and those in the 9–10 
age group swim 100 yards and run 1 mile. 
Swimming and running distances increase 
with each age group, and older athletes 
begin the race first. Registration is limited 
to 150 participants. 7–7:30 a.m. (athlete 
check-in), 7:45–10 a.m. (race takes place). 
$30. Shadowbend pool and park, 4192 Lake 
Woodlands Drive.  
832-684-5299.  
www.trieliteracing.com/splash-n-dash

18 Brunch and Open house
Congregation Beth Shalom of The 

Woodlands features its annual brunch and 
open house welcoming new and returning 
members. The session includes information 
about Jewish living in The Woodlands. 10 
a.m.–noon. free. CBSW Social Hall, 5125 
Shadowbend place. 281-362-1100.  
www.cbsw.org

19 Mutts and Putts Open Golf 
Tournament

The palmer Course of The Woodlands Country 
Club presents an evening of golf, a silent 
auction, prizes, raffles, lunch and dinner by 
Carrabba’s italian Grill. All proceeds benefit 
Lone Star Animal Welfare League and its two 
programs, “fixing Montgomery County” and 
“Save Our Southern Labs.” 11 a.m.–12:30 
p.m. (check-in and lunch), 12:30 p.m. (shotgun 
start), 5 p.m. (dinner and awards). $150 
(individual), $600 (team). The Woodlands 
Country Club, palmer Course, 100 Grand 
fairway. www.lsawl.org 

19 through 20  
James harden Basketball 

ProCamp
Houston Rocket star James Harden offers two 

Chairman’s Ball
The “black-tie optional” 35th 
annual event honors the outgoing 

chairman of the South Montgomery County–
Woodlands Chamber of Commerce board, 
James Stilwell, and welcomes the incoming 
chairman. Attendees have the opportunity 
to enjoy dinner, dancing and entertainment 
with table top decorating done by chamber 
members. Reservations must be made by 
Aug. 9. 6 p.m. —midnight. $100 (individual), 
$1,000 (table of 10). The Woodlands Waterway 
Marriott Hotel & Convention Center, 1601 Lake 
Robbins Drive. 281-363-8110.  
www.woodlandschamber.org
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281.362.0808

Only the Best for Your Guests

5 � clusive Private Rooms 

to Ensure Your Next Event 
is Unforgettable
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The 11th annual fall Home & Garden 
Show at The Woodlands features more 
than 200 exhibitors covering a variety of 
resources for home projects. presenters 
include Lori verderame, featured on 
Discovery Channel’s “Auction Kings,” 
for an antiques appraisals comedy tour, 
and Randy Lemmon of the AM KTRH 
740 GardenLine Radio Show. An array 
of cooking, design and craft beer tasting 
demonstrations and presentations are 
offered as well. free parking is available 
in the garage behind the Convention 
Center next to the Cynthia Woods 
Mitchell pavilion. 9 a.m.–7 p.m. (July 24), 
10 a.m.–6 p.m. (July 25). free (children 
under 12), $7 (seniors), $9 (adults over 
12). The Woodlands Waterway Marriott 
Hotel & Convention Center, 1601 Lake 
Robbins Drive.  
www.woodlandsshows.com

27 The Woodlands Chorale 
Auditions

Residents looking to join The Woodlands 
Chorale can make an appointment to try 
out with a five-minute vocal placement 
audition. participants must bring two copies 
of prepared music and be able to read basic 
musical notation. previous choral experience 
is desirable but not required. The audition 
format includes vocalizing, singing two to 
three minutes of a prepared piece and a 
brief interview with the artistic director. The 
Woodlands Chorale rehearses Tuesday 
evenings from 7–9:30 p.m. beginning Sept. 
3, and a concert will be presented Dec. 14. 
Appointment times for auditions vary. $70 
(Chorale registration for fall and spring). 
www.thewoodlandschorale.org

31 through Sept. 1 labor Day 
Event families can celebrate the 

Labor Day weekend in The Woodlands 
at Waterway Square. Both evenings 
include live music by The Marlin Bando 
Band, The Elroys and Soulshine, as well 
as entertainment, vendor booths and a 
fireworks display at 8:55 p.m. each night. 
visitors are encouraged to bring lawn 
chairs, picnic blankets and coolers. 6–9 
p.m. free. 31 Waterway Square place.  
281-363-2447.  
www.visitthewoodlands.com

three-hour sessions of basketball instruction 
and entertainment with daily games and skill 
contests. participants receive a limited edition 
proCamp T-shirt, an authentic autograph, 
camp team photo and an opportunity to 
participate in contests and win prizes. Snacks, 
drinks and assorted camp items are available 
for purchase. 9 a.m.–noon (grades 1–6), 1 
p.m.–4 p.m. (grades 7–12). $199, $10 (optional 
camp bracelet offering two sports drinks, 
lunch and one snack each day). Legends 
Sports Complex, 602 pruitt Road.  
www.procamps.com/jamesharden

20 Blue October Concert
Blue October celebrates the release 

of their seventh studio album, “Sway,” at 
The Woodlands Mall with a free concert. 
Lead singer Justin furstenfeld and the rest 
of the band will be at Barnes & Noble after 
the concert for a free meet-and-greet and 
autograph signing session with the purchase 
of their new album. 7–10 p.m. free. Barnes 
& Noble at The Woodlands Mall, 1201 Lake 
Woodlands Drive. 281-465-8744.

21 through 22  
first Aid Course

The Woodlands Township parks & Recreation 
Department offers a 16-hour Wilderness 
first Aid course taught at the Lodge at Rob 
fleming park. The weekend-long course 
is geared toward those who want to learn 
medical care beyond traditional emergency 
services that could be used in activities like 
hiking and backpacking. participants receive 
a three-year certification for meeting training 
requirements in backcountry emergency 
response, and the course is approved for 
those ages 14 and up by the American 
Camping Association and Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts of America. Attendees are encouraged 
to bring their own lunch. 8 a.m.–5 p.m. $140. 
Rob fleming park, 6055 Creekside forest 
Drive. 281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

23 Back-to-School Event
The Woodlands Children’s Museum 

celebrates heading back to school with 
an annual Shake your Summer Sillies Out 
event. The carnival-themed event features 
activities such as face painting, photo 
opportunities, slime Olympics, hula hooping, 
shadow dancing, frozen treats and games. 
Live entertainment featuring Tom’s fun 
Band, a child-friendly music show, and 
Scott Hollingsworth offers a magic show 
recommended for ages 7 and under. 10:30 
a.m.–3 p.m. free (ages 2 and under and 
museum members), $5 (ages 2 years and up). 
The Woodlands Children’s Museum, 4775 W. 
panther Creek Drive, Ste. 280. 281-465-0955.  
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

24 through 25 fall home & 
Garden Show
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Dosey Doe                                        
The Big Barn, 25911 i-45 N.,  
The Woodlands • 281-367-3774  
www.doseydoescoffeeshop.com
August
 10  Crystal Bowersox, 8:30 p.m.
 15  Walt & Tina Wilkins, 8:30 p.m.
 16  Kathryn Hallberg & friends, 8:30 p.m.
 17  Atlanta Rhythm Section, 8:30 p.m.
 22  Starship, 8:30 p.m.
 23  Edwin McCain, 8:30 p.m.
 24  Ronnie Milsap, 5:30 p.m., 9 p.m.
 30  John Mayall, 8:30 p.m.
 31  Steve Wariner, 5:30 p.m., 9 p.m.
September
 07  Warren Hill, 8:30 p.m.
 08  Joe Sample with CJ Chenier and  
   Ray parker Jr., 7:30 p.m.

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion
2005 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org
August
 14  Heart with Jason Bonham’s Led  
   Zeppelin Experience, 7:30 p.m.
 16  Keith Urban with Little Big Town  
   and Dustin Lynch, 7 p.m.
 18  Lil Wayne, 7 p.m.
 24  Oddball Comedy festival with Dave  
   Chappelle, flight of the Conchords  
   and more, 6:30 p.m.
 29  Rockstar Energy Drink Uproar  
   festival with Alice in Chains, Jane’s  
   Addiction and more, 6:30 p.m.
 30  Steely Dan, 7:30 p.m.
 31  Backstreet Boys with DJ pauly D,  
   7:30 p.m.
September
 05  Música Clásica Latina with the  
   Houston Symphony, 8 p.m.

Crescent Moon
440 Rayford Road
Spring • 281-364-9463
www.crescentmoonwinebar.com
August 
 08  Salsa Night - yelba’s Latin Band,  
   8 p.m.
 09  Johnny and the Spinsations,  
   8:30 p.m.
 10  Rod Brothers Band, 9 p.m.
 13  Whim Grace, 7 p.m.
 14  Cliff Duncan, 7 p.m.
 15  Salsa Night - Cosmopol, 7 p.m.
 16  Trick Dog, 9 p.m.
 17  fab 5, 9 p.m.
September
 03  Dave Miley, 7 p.m.
 04  Cliff Duncan, 7 p.m.
 05  Woodlands idol auditions, 7 p.m.
 06  Grateful Geezers, 9 p.m.
 07  Next Level Band, 8:30 p.m.
 10  Charity Ann, 7 p.m.
 11  ReSOULution Trio, 7 p.m.

Concert in the Park
2505 Lake Woodlands Drive
The Woodlands • 281-210-3800
September
8 Josh fuller Band (country), 5:30 p.m.
15 Hope Cassity (country), 5:30 p.m.

find more or submit The Woodlands  
events at www.impactnews.com/
wdl-calendar. 

To have The Woodlands events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
fourth friday of the month.

Online Calendar

featured 
              lIVE mUSIC

IMPACT 2.375 x 12.25”

w
w

w
.w

oodlandscenter.org
281-363-3300

TickeTs can be purchased at The 
Pavilion Box Office, all Ticketm

aster 
outlets, by calling 800-745-3000 or 
online at w

w
w

.ticketm
aster.com

. 
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ARCELO LEHNINGER, Conductor 

$15 orchestra seating
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M
úsica Clásica   

 Latina
GERSHW

IN 
Cuban Overture

BERNSTEIN 
Sym

phonic Dances from
 “W

est Side Story”
FALLA 

Nights in the Gardens of Spain
PIAZZOLLA /
F. M

ECHETTI 
Tw

o Tangos
GINASTERA 

Danzas del Ballet “Estancia”, Opus 8a

FREE w
ine tasting event 

in the North Plaza prior
to the concert. 
(w

hile supplies last)

Sept. 5
8 p.m

. / Gates at 7 p.m
.

                    for pre-concert activities

#MCLpavilion
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The living room of the house in which Good Books in the Woods is located features a reading area. 
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Good Books in the Woods
Quaint shop offers rarities, collectibles

T ucked among an established 
neighborhood near Sawdust 
Road, Jay Rohfritch’s Good 

Books in the Woods has a collection of 
55,000 used books for sale, ranging from 
a 25-cent children’s book to a $3,900 
signed first edition of Ken Kesey’s “One 
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest.”

Rohfritch, an avid reader, moved from 
Southern California five years ago to 
open the bookstore near his parents, who 
live in the Village of Panther Creek. Both 
his parents, Dick and Marta Rohfritch, 
help him at the store. Martha even built  
the bookshelves in the 5,000-square-foot 
store, while Dick has been a book collec-
tor for more than 20 years.

“In California, most independent 
bookstores went out of business,” he 
said. “Their leases were raised sometimes 
three times the original rent, and you 
can’t raise the price of a book by three 
times the amount. We wanted to own the 
building and live upstairs so we weren’t 
at the mercy of a landlord.”

Good Books in the Woods opened 
about the same time Amazon.com 
announced its new Kindle device and 
e-books were gaining popularity, Roh-
fritch said.

“E-books and Amazon have made 
it very difficult for used bookstores to 
survive,” he said. 

One of the ways the store has worked 

to increase sales is to add a larger stock of 
collectible books, Rohfritch said.

Good Books in the Woods has many 
rare books, such as first editions by John 
Steinbeck, Ernest Hemingway and J.D. 
Salinger. Rohfritch also has a large selec-
tion of magazines, including 1940 and 
1950s editions of “The New Yorker” and 
“Collier’s.” Good Books in the Woods has 
a copy of a “Collier’s” from 1945 featur-
ing a story by J.D. Salinger in which the 
author first mentioned in print his now 
famous character Holden Caulfield from 
“The Catcher in the Rye.” 

“When I checked last, there was only 
one other for sale in the world,” Roh-
fritch said of the magazine.

Rohfritch sells many of his collectible 
books online, accounting for 40-80 per-
cent of his monthly revenue. The owner 
travels the state looking for rare finds 
and often buys books from retiring pro-
fessors. In November, he bought 6,000 
books from a retired history professor in 
Katy, transporting them in five car loads. 

“Owning a bookstore is much more 
physical labor than I ever thought,” he 
said. “Books are heavy.”

Rohfritch attends annual book shows 
in Austin, the Grapevine-Dallas area 
and at the Houston Museum of Printing 
History. 

“I am kind of addicted to buying 
books,” Rohfritch said. 

BuSINESS

Good Books in the Woods

O
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Nursery Rd. 

45

25915 Oak Ridge Drive
The Woodlands • 281-298-2497
goodbooksinthewoods.com
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Rare books for sale at Good 
Books in the Woods:
• first edition of “Of Mice and Men”–$3,500
• first edition of “One flew Over the Cuckoo’s 

Nest”–$3,900
• 1940s and 1950s magazines including the 

“New yorker” and “Collier’s”
• first printing of “for Whom the Bell Tolls” by 

Ernest Hemingway–$1,800
• Civil War Union propaganda book from 

1862–$400
• first edition of Charles Dickens’ “Master  

Humphrey’s Clock” from 1840–$400
• Complete set of Jane Austen’s work, 12 books, 

including her letters and novels she wrote as an 
adolescent–$2,100

Author celebrations
Good Books in the Woods will host a dead 
author night in October celebrating Hunter 
S. Thompson. The event includes a Q&A 
session and video presentation. participants 
are encouraged to dress like the author, and 
Thompson’s favorite drink, Wild Turkey, will be 
served. 

On Sept. 21, the store will host its first fall 
festival featuring author Mary Reason Theriot, 
a sidewalk sale, wine, cheese and a toast to 
J.R.R. Tolkien. 

By Tamra Santana

The store sells thousands of used books.

Jay Rohfritch owns Good Books in The Woods and 
lives in the apartment above the store.

Good Books in the Woods is located in a home on 
Oak Ridge Drive. 

Genji can be seen roaming Good Books.
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Cassio Creations 

Lake Robbins Dr. 

Woodson Rd. 

45

 Craig and Michelle Cassio opened the first Cassio Creations in 2001. The current store is at 27622 I-45.
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Cassio Creations 
Family-owned shop masters custom  jewelry

l ike so many great stories, the tale 
of jeweler Cassio Creations began 
as a love story. In 1991, owner 

Craig Cassio helped design the wedding 
ring for his future bride Michelle, now 
his wife and business partner. The ring 
would lead them to open the jewelry 
business that has served south Montgom-
ery County for 12 years. 

“I went and bought a diamond from a 
guy, and he recruited me,” Cassio said. 
“I did some designs on a piece of paper 
and took it back to this jeweler. He built 
it for me and when I came to pick up the 
finished ring, he recruited me to work for 
him.”

After originally studying to become an 
architect, Cassio bought his jewelry tools 
in 1992, set them up in his garage and 
began taking classes to learn the custom 
jewelry craft. After five years of studying 
and working for corporate jewelers, Cas-
sio opened his first jewelry business in 
1997 catering to other jewelers. He even-
tually opened the first Cassio Creations 
store in 2001. 

“I always liked working with my 
hands,” he said. “It was building in a 
sense, but on a much smaller scale than 
houses or high rises. And it just was a 
little more artistic than putting together 
beams and plywood and stuff like that. I 
felt I could be a little more creative.”

Cassio Creations moved from the 
first store just south of the intersection 
of Rayford Road and I-45 to its current 

location in Oak Ridge North in Janu-
ary 2008, he said. Although the store 
provides several services, Cassio said the 
store remains best known for custom 
design and repairs, which makes up 
about half of the store’s business. 

“Everything is done in-house, which 
is definitely a selling point to custom-
ers,” Michelle Cassio said. “They know 
that their jewelry is here. It’s going to be 
worked on here. We’re not going to send 
it off anywhere.”

Michelle and designer Casey O’Bella 
work with customers to sketch out what 
a customer wants in a design. The design 
then goes to the CAD software designers, 
Christian Wilson and Cassio’s son Josh, 
who model the design using the software, 
send customers renderings and make 
three-dimensional models for the casting 
process, performed by Cassio himself. 

Not merely a custom design shop, the 
store provides stock jewelry, including 
top brands of watches, necklaces and 
rings, as well as watch repair, appraisals, 
accessories, estate liquidation and scrap 
metal purchase.  

Cassio said the couple has had discus-
sions about possibly expanding.  

“We made it through the recession 
when hundreds of jewelers across the 
country had to close their doors,” Cas-
sio said. “We’re just kind of waiting for 
things to settle down a little bit, let the 
economy be a little bit steady for a little 
bit longer [before expanding].”

BuSINESS

27622 i-45 N.
Oak Ridge North • 281-419-4200
www.cassiocreations.com 
Hours: Tue.—fri. 10:30 a.m.— 
6 p.m., Sat. 10:30 a.m.—3 p.m., 
closed Monday

Services, products offered
• Custom design and repair
• Watch repair
• Stock jewelry, including rings, necklaces, 

watches
• Debbie Brooks purses 
• Luxury jewelry boxes
• Appraisals
• Estate liquidation 
• Diamond brokerage
• Scrap metal purchase

Cassio Creations sells purses designed by Deb-
bie Brooks, as well as other accessories. 

The store offers jewelry, purses and handbags, 
as well as custom jewelry designed by Cassio.

Cassio Creations sells watches and performs 
watch repair.  

By the karat

By Matt Stephens

since the first 
Cassio Creations 

opened

12
years Average number 

of custom designs 
completed in one 

week 

5

$500-$10,00050% of business from custom 
design and repair

3-4
weeks

it takes

to receive a 
piece of custom 

jewelry back

20-60
hours

it takes

 to complete a 
custom piece of 

jewelry 

 range of custom design, not 
including gemstones
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S ince the Blue Mug Cafe opened 
April 28, Manager Joshua Leone 
said the restaurant has established 

its menu, earned repeat customers and 
continue to develop its catering business. 

“Everything’s set, and we’ve got our 
menu in place finally,” Leone said. 
“We’ve been doing really great.”

Offering a variety of breakfast, lunch 
and dinner options, Leone said several of 
the dishes have already earned reputations 
with the customers, including the chipotle 
black bean, kobe beef and turkey burgers 
and their Capone Grinder sandwich. 

“We try to put everything out as high 
quality as possible,” Leone said. “We 
have generous portions. I think we’re 
competitively priced.”

Blue Mug Cafe offers 10 beers on tap, 
including five from Texas breweries, 
Leone said. The restaurant also features 
135 types of wine, 115 of which can be 
purchased by the glass. Leone said Blue 
Mug Cafe even hosts complementary 
wine tastings every two weeks. 

Leone said the restaurant also houses 
an in-house pastry chef, who makes all of 
the restaurant’s desserts. 

S ince opening its first location in 
2004, Southern Home Furnishings 
added a second store in December 

and has plans to further expand in the 
community thanks to an increase in 
business over the past few months.

“We’ve had the single best first six 
months we’ve had since 2000,” owner 
Don Harkey said. “The furniture indus-
try is driven by housing. Business has 
been quite remarkable—it’s been up 10 to 
15 percent this year.”

Harkey, a Woodlands resident for 
almost 20 years, first opened Woodlands 
Clocks & Gifts in 2000 and later merged 
operations under one roof to offer 
furniture and accessories at Southern 
Home Furnishings four years later. The 
store’s rotating selection of new products 
appeals to customers both new and old, 
Harkey said.

E-commerce manager Maryanne 
Hobbs helps run the company’s online 
functions, selling clocks and specialty 
gifts, such as fragrances as well as bath 
and beauty products.  

“We have a very loyal customer base 
that has been buying for years,” Hobbs 

Blue Mug Cafe
Cafe earns reputation for food, beverages

Southern home furnishings
Woodlands furniture store eyes expansion

IMPACTS uPDATES

Woodlands pkwy. 
2978

         Sawdust Rd.                    Rayford Rd. 

45

30420 fM 2978, Ste. 400
The Woodlands • 281-292-2583
www.bluemugcafe.com 

25403 i-45 N., Ste. D
The Woodlands • 281-419-8688
www.shfurnishings.com

By Matt Stephens By Liza Winkler
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Blue Mug Cafe Manager Joshua Leone said the 
restaurant has thrived since opening in April. 

Don Harkey, Connie Nojeim, Maryanne Hobbs and 
Christine Hobbs have seen a increase in business.

He hopes to expand the restaurant’s 
catering business and believes Blue Mug 
Cafe will add new locations in the future. 

“This is just the mothership one,” he 
said. “We’re definitely looking at opening 
other Blue Mugs in the future for sure.”

said. “When people come in, they think 
we’re a family. When we have new 
customers, we feel we give them a very 
positive experience.”

Call today to schedule 
an appointment: 

281.440.5300
or 866.333.6932

Internal & Family Medicine  |  Dermatology  |  Rheumatology  |  Radiology  |  Imaging  |  Laboratory

Compassionate

Care
Northwest Diagnostic Clinic - The Woodlands 
welcomes Shilpa Vaidya, M.D. to our team. 
Dr. Vaidya is Board Certifi ed in Internal 
Medicine and has been in practice 
since 2001.

She received her Doctorate in Medicine 
from Kasturba Medical College Manipal in 
India and her internship and residency 
training were completed at Montefi ore 
Medical Center/Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine in Bronx, New York.

Give Northwest Diagnostic Clinic a 
call to schedule an appointment 
with Dr. Vaidya. 

Learn more about us 
at nwdc.com

Cypress Station Area 
1140 Cypress Station Drive

Houston, TX  77090
(near Houston NW Medical Center) 

The Woodlands Clinic (Forest Crossing) 
9100 Forest Crossing Drive
The Woodlands, TX  77381

(near Research Forest and Gosling)

The Medical Center 
2010 Naomi Street, Suite A

Houston, TX  77054
(near Texas Medical Center)

Accepting most major insurance plans

BEAT THE HEAT IN AIR-CONDITIONED COMFORT!
To register: www. WoodlandsSoccerCity.com

2590 FM1488 @ 242          Tel: (936) 441-GOAL (4625) or (281) 685-3067      

N O W  R E G I S T E R I N G  F O R  O U R  FA L L  P R O G R A M S

INDOOR ADULT LEAGUES
Adult Leagues to suit all abilities from beginners to experienced players. 
Men’s League Division 1 and 2          Coed League Division 1 and 2

Ladies Wednesday Night                  Men’s Over 30 and Over 40
NEW *** COED COUPLES OVER 35 LEAGUE *** NEW

INDOOR YOUTH LEAGUES AGES 4 -13   
Now in our 5th season for age groups 4-6, 7-10 and 11-13.

Skills session followed by games. 8 week season
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday evenings - GREAT FUN !!

KIDS’ PARTIES  
45 minutes on the turf field and 45 minutes in party room; $250/12 kids

OTHER SOCCER CITY PROGRAMS
Skills Clinics, Field Rentals, Soccer Camps
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A little more than a year has 
passed since iPurl opened in 
The Woodlands, and owner 

Debbie Haymark said word of mouth 
has brought more customers to her store 
than she originally anticipated.

Haymark said “knitters talking to 
knitters” has aided healthy business in 
her yarn shop year-round, bringing in 
loyal patrons and new faces. The store 
offers a variety of American and global 
yarn products and accessories, includ-
ing wool, cotton, acrylic, alpaca, angora, 
cashmere, mohair and silk styles. 

“We listen to what people ask for and 
make sure we stock the yarns people are 
wanting,” Haymark said.

The shop also offers monthly classes 
on topics such as sock, scarf and sweater 
knitting for skill levels ranging from 
beginner to expert. 

Although iPurl is relatively new to The 
Woodlands, Haymark’s love of knitting 
has spanned 40 years. After becoming 
interested in the hobby after her first 
child was born, Haymark opened a knit-
ting store in Louisiana many years ago 
with her husband, but the shop closed 

R esurrecting an extinct Texas res-
taurant chain, Taco USA opened 
its doors in The Woodlands Feb. 

20 and has overcome adversity to start 
experiencing some success. 

Owner Jeff Rhame, who opened the 
location with childhood friend Chad 
Byers, said the restaurant has found its 
footing thanks to staff improvements 
and changes he has begun to implement. 

While taking some of the same recipes 
of the Taco USA chain, which closed in 
the 1990s, Rhame has added new sauces, 
a fish taco, new custom burger recipes 
and a healthy turkey taco alternative. The 
restaurant also hopes to attract custom-
ers with its “bring your own beer” policy 
and features daily specials for customers 
looking to save money.

The restaurant began serving breakfast 
tacos seven days a week in July, featuring 
chorizo, potato, bacon, fajita chicken and 
fajita beef. 

“I think there’s a big demand for a 
breakfast taco,” he said. “Probably 80 
percent of the business will be people 
picking it up on their way to work or 
picking it up to take it home.”

iPurl
Yarn, knitting shop caters to loyal hobbyists

Taco uSA 
resurrected taco restaurant expands menu
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Switchbud pl. 

3335 College park Drive, Ste. 450
The Woodlands • 936-242-1031
www.ipurl.us

7 Switchbud place, Ste. 194
The Woodlands • 281-292-8226
www.tacousa.com 

By Liza Winkler By Matt Stephens
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iPurl owner Debbie Haymark has observed an 
increase in business since opening July 17. 

Owner Jeff Rhame and his childhood friend Chad 
Byers reopened Taco USA in February.

after Hurricane Rita battered the area. 
Now a Woodlands resident for six 

years, iPurl is a culmination of Hay-
mark’s ability to spread her knowledge 
and passion for knitting with the com-
munity. 

Rhame said he has been approached 
with the prospect of franchising Taco 
USA. However, he said he is more con-
cerned with the present and providing 
quality customer service today than in 
expanding in the future. 

We provide counsel 
and expertise on:
•  Asset Protection

•  Tax and Charitable Planning

•  Trust and Estate Planning

• Family Business Issues with a 

 Focus on Succession Planning, 

 Exit Strategies and Business 

 Transactions

• Probate

• Trust and Estate Litigation

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 200 - The Woodlands, TX 77380 
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

 Steven J. Clausen 
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

*

*

Who do you turn to when you have a family 
business, wealth preservation or tax issue? 

You turn to the expert who has handled these complex 
issues for over twenty-fi ve years as a large fi rm partner 

and as the owner of a boutique fi rm.

936-273-4286
3205 College Park Dr. (Hwy 242)
The Woodlands, Texas 77384

traditionbank.com

7 Greater Houston locations to serve you!

Locally Owned Community Bank
Local Answers!

Loyal to our customers

Celebrating 50 years in business!

Tradition Matters

Contact us today for all your banking needs!
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The restaurant offers friendly staff and dozens of TVs showcasing sporting events.

Tailgators features pub food, such as nachos, chicken 
wings and burgers, as well as Cajun favorites. 

The food at Tailgators is fresh and handmade, including 
the chicken fried steak and gravy. 

Owner Jim Hallers opened Tailgators in March 2009. 
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Tailgators Pub & Grill
Sports bars combine quality food, low prices

T he most restaurant experience 
Jim Hallers had before opening 
Tailgators Pub & Grill in March 

2009 was a job as a bus boy when he was 
16. But armed with decades of Informa-
tion Technology experience and the 
desire to open a quality sports bar in The 
Woodlands area, Hallers now oper-
ates three restaurants and is looking to 
expand his Tailgators locations. 

“I was sitting around with friends 
and we were lamenting the fact that The 
Woodlands doesn’t have any good sports 
bars,” Hallers said. “It was just a crazy 
idea, but I think being in business for 
25 years in technology—managing large 
budgets, big groups of people—teaches 
you all the sound business concepts of a 
business like this.”

Serving quality bar food and drinks, 
Tailgators has earned a solid reputation. 
The original restaurant opened on Hwy. 
242 in 2009, while a second location 
opened in Magnolia along FM 1488 in 
2010. 

Hallers purchased The Stadium Bar & 
Grill in Harris County about two-and-
a-half years ago and said he is consider-
ing expanding Tailgators to Conroe or 
Spring in the next six months. 

“What you find is if you provide a good 
restaurant with good food at reasonable 
prices, people really like it,” he said. 

With Hallers having lived in Southeast 

Texas for more than 30 years, Tailga-
tors’ menu showcases a Cajun influence, 
featuring seafood dishes, a Cajun turkey 
melt, Po Boy sandwiches, gumbo, boudin 
and even hand-breaded alligator.  

“We’re not afraid to spice things up or 
blacken them,” he said. 

Hallers said the restaurant’s menu 
features a variety of pub options as well, 
highlighting the custom burgers, chicken 
strips with homemade honey mustard 
or gravy, chicken fried steak, distinctive 
salads and, of course, chicken wings. 

“What we learned is that you can’t 
buy anything out of a can, nothing pre-
packed,” he said. “You have to make it 
yourself if you want it to be really good.”

In addition to liquor and mixed drink 
options, Hallers said Tailgators features 
16 beers on tap and several more bottled 
options. 

Although offering well-known brand 
beers, Tailgators also offers brands from 
local breweries, featuring Conroe’s 
Southern Star Brewery, as well as offering 
Magnolia’s own Lone Pint Brewery at the 
Magnolia location.  

Hallers said crawfish season is a big 
seller for the restaurant, but Tailgators 
also thrives during football season. 

With dozens of TVs, the restaurant 
caters to fans of all professional football 
teams, not just the Texans, featuring out 
of market games on different televisions. 

DINING

Specialties
• Wings: Served bone-in or boneless 

in any of 10 homemade sauce flavors 
of varying degrees of spice. $5.99 
for eight. $9.99 for 15. $16.99 for 25. 
$29.99 for 50. 

• Burgers: Tailgators offers a variety of 
distinctive burger options, including 
a hatch green chili cheeseburger, the 
Tailgators Smokin’ Hot Burger and the 
Texas Toast patty Melt. $7.99-$12.99. 

• Gator Bites: Hand-breaded alligator, 
fried golden brown with homemade Ga-
tor Sauce. $7.99. 

• Southwest Cobb salad: The house fa-
vorite combines chicken, avocado, pico 
de gallo, egg, Applewood smoked ba-
con, black olives and shredded cheese 
piled onto spring mix with a choice of 
dressing. $7.99. 

• Tailgators Gumbo: Authentic Louisiana 
recipe includes chicken and Andouille 
sausage, served with rice. $3.99 for a 
cup. $6.99 for a bowl. 

• Chicken strips: Hand-breaded chicken 
strips made in-house and served with 
homemade gravy or sauces. $5.99. 

Gators figures

By Matt Stephens

Tailgators Pub & Grill
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33418 Egypt Lane
Magnolia • 281-259-5343
www.tailgators.com

8000 Hwy. 242
The Woodlands • 936-271-4200
Hours: Daily 11 a.m.—2 a.m. (both locations)

on tap

16 
beers

at three 
locations 

170 
employees

Homemade 
wing flavors

10

Estimated pounds of crawfish sold by 
Tailgators last year

80,000-100,000

Specialty 
burgers 8

®

MAIN COURSE Cooking School Opens in August!
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S ince 1986, Edie Connelly 
has served The Woodlands 
as the Precinct 3 Justice 

of the Peace, an elected position 
nearly as old and legendary as 
Texas itself. In her role as Justice 
of the Peace, Connelly shoulders 
a variety of roles, including met-
ing out justice for Class C misde-
meanors, handling truancy cases 
for youth, determining causes of 
death and marrying Montgom-
ery County couples. 

After majoring in social work 
in college, Connelly began her 
career working for the Jackson-
ville, N.C. Police Department as 
an undercover vice and narcotics 
officer. In 1977, Connelly and her 
husband, Andrew, were among 
the first families to move to The 
Woodlands when she took a job 
with the Montgomery County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Having never been to Texas, 
Connelly was a bit skeptical 
about moving to a new state.

“It wasn’t until I started seeing 

trees on the drive here that I 
started feeling comfortable,” shes 
said. “Honestly, it just seemed 
like home.”

While with the Sheriff’s Office, 
Connelly worked in investiga-
tions and served as the staff’s 
only woman, thereby being 
the only one able to work with 
female victims of sexual abuse.

“I was just becoming a little bit 
overwhelmed with the number 
and the persistence of working 
sex crimes,” Connelly said.

Then in 1986, the position 
for the Precinct 3 Justice of the 
Peace became open, and Con-
nelly decided to  run.

“I decided this was something 
I could do,” she said. “I’ve always 
wanted to make a difference, 
kind of save the world. I couldn’t 
save the world in social work or 
law enforcement.”

For the past 26 years, Connelly 
worked to bring financial integ-
rity to the office, a problem that 
she said was rampant with the 

previous administration. She 
also has brought a reputation 
of being fair to those who come 
through her court.

“I wanted to make sure we 
had absolute financial integrity,” 
she said. “I wanted to make sure 
decisions I made were made 
fairly. I really wanted the image 
of this office to be one of integ-
rity and professionalism.”

 Of all her roles as Justice of 
the Peace, Connelly said often 
the most difficult for her are the 
truancy cases.

“So many kids who are not 
going to school have so many 
other problems,” she said. “I 
spend a lot of time with juvenile 
offenders. Although those kinds 
of cases are the most concern-
ing to me, those are the most 
rewarding.”

When she is not guiding 
misguided youth, or marrying 
couples in her courtroom, Con-
nelly works with her husband at 
the couple’s Judo studio on I-45. 

A black belt in Judo, Connelly 
has two daughters, one son, and 
“lots and lots of grandchildren,” 
she said.

Connelly said her job as Justice 
of the Peace has given her the 
opportunity to fulfill her goal of 

affecting lives in a positive way.
“People don’t realize the 

impact they can have on some-
one else’s life,” she said. “What 
may be a casual encounter to you 
may make an absolute difference 
in someone else’s life.”

Edie Connelly
Justice of the Peace serves as mentor to area youth
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By Brian Walzel

There’s no greater feeling than when the 
stars align and the meaningful parts of life 
fall together. Come home to that feeling time 
and time again. Experience a tranquil escape 
for your family, a brighter future for your 
children, and easy access to work and play.

Experience life at the Falls.
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To view available homes visit us online at 
www.fallsatimperialoaks.com/fallsinlove
HOMES FROM THE $180’s - $450’s
DAVID WEEKLEY HOMES  &  LENNAR HOMES

Located close to The Woodlands and only 
3.5 miles from the future ExxonMobil campus.31220 Birnham Woods Drive, Spring, TX 77386   |   (832) 813-7170
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Ryan Gable
Montgomery County Precinct 3 Constable
By Matt Stephens

Precinct 3 Constable Ryan Gable began serving his first term in South Montgomery County Aug. 1, 2012, bring-
ing with him more than 20 years of experience with the Harris County Precinct 4 Constable’s Office. 

Gable was a captain with Harris County and had done everything from working patrol to being considered an 
expert in civil and writs in the state of Texas. As a constable, he said his duties now consist of all aspects of law 
enforcement, including handling the court and civil processes, issuing warrants, and community policing. 

“Constables in Texas basically have the ability to be your community-based police,” Gable said. 

PEOPlE

What are some changes you’ve made since 
being elected to the position?

Gable said the Constable’s Office has begun conduct-
ing service surveys and has constructed a new interac-
tive website, which allows residents to receive email or 
text updates during vacation checks or patrol requests.  

The Constable’s Office has been cracking down on 
Internet crimes against children, making several arrests 
and demonstrating a need for the investigation of the 
crimes, Gable said. The Constable’s Office also has 
conducted alcohol stings at every business within the 
precinct that sells alcohol, making 11 arrests for selling 
alcohol to minors. 

Additionally, Precinct 3 now has an officer in the 
precinct 24 hours a day thanks to an initiative imple-
mented by Gable upon taking over the position. 

Working with key community leaders and churches, 
Gable plans to create a Victim’s Assistance Unit. He 
said the program will not only help victims of domestic 
abuse, but victims of a broader range of crimes. 

What long-term goals do you have ?
[I want to] look at the technology of the county and 

see where we can help propel that into the future. We 
want to make sure that our law enforcement depart-
ment is cutting edge going into the future. To do that, 
we’re going to continue our management training. 
We’re going to continue our personnel training to keep 
them up-to-date on everything that’s always evolving.

What is the biggest public safety concern facing 
Precinct 3?

Some of the biggest challenges we face are the crimi-
nals coming into our area [from Harris County] and 
being able to fight the number of criminals with the 
law enforcement we have on the streets today. South 
County is a target-rich environment, because this is 
where the population is, this is where the mall is, this is 
where all the banks are.
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11th Annual

dr. Lori's Antique 
Appraisals Comedy 
Tour returns to the
Show! See dr. Lori, star 
appraiser of discovery
channel’s auction kings. 

Popular host of
GardenLine. 
See randy’s 
LIve broadcast 
and presentation.

COOkIng STage
Live Cooking demos 
all day featuring 
The Dining Diva!

Dr Lori

randy lemmon

Molly Fowler

TWO
presentations

daILY

See What’s new, What’s next For Your Home!
august 24 - 25

Saturday 9 am -7 pm • Sunday 10 am -6 pm

TICKET PRICES
Adults $9 • Seniors $7 • 12 and under Free

location
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott 

Free COvered ParkIng!

Feature exhibits
1 Wilsonart Surfaces with Style Introducing the newest 
affordable Wilsonart HD countertop designs!

2 Easy Living by Design Designs for adapting your home 
to changing and maturing needs  — jam-packed with ideas!

3 Cycler's Brewing Craft Beer Tasting Tent Take a spin 
and taste this Montgomery County Craft Beer!

4 Final Touch Granite You'll fall in love with their exquisite 
kitchen and bath with a French/New Orleans twist.

The Woodlands   |   WoodlandsShows.com
1 2 3 4 $1 OFF

show admissionONLINE ONLY!

Photo courtesy of Belgard

Outdoor Living Ideas

TW

how can you address that issue?
We have [district personnel] working on rotations, and we 

have them work traffic initiatives so they’re making traffic 
contacts. They’re checking people coming in and out of the 
county, and if they’re wanted, they’re getting arrested. We’ll 
do it in sections, whether it be the I-45 corridor or the [FM] 
1488 or the [Hwy.] 242 area, the Rayford Road area. We have 
a Public Safety Task Force between the District Attorney’s 
Office, the Sheriff’s Office and all the constable agencies up 
here that work given areas for narcotics and DWI.
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A cross the U.S., nearly half of 
the animals taken in by animal 
shelters on any given year are 

euthanized because homes cannot be 
found for them, according to the Ameri-
can Humane Association. The Montgom-
ery County Animal Shelter works with 
limited resources to reverse that trend by 
finding good homes for stray animals and 
promoting healthy care for them.

“We all love the animals that no one 
else cares for,” said Minda Harris, direc-
tor of MCAS. “You see how much help 
they need and no one else wants to help, 
so it makes us work harder to find them 
good homes.” 

MCAS opened in 2001 to investigate 
complaints about animal cruelty and 
address problems with nuisance animals 
in the community. Since then, the facil-
ity has expanded to 26,000 square feet to 
house about 800 cats and dogs.

The shelter takes in stray animals, 
unwanted pets and others picked up by 
Animal Control on a daily basis. Once 

they are de-wormed and given immu-
nizations, they are placed in one of 14 
holding rooms for cats and dogs and 
can be placed for adoption. 

Special trainers help other animals 
overcome aggression and behavioral 
problems, treating euthanasia as a last 
resort for extreme cases. 

The shelter works with the Mont-
gomery County Animal Society to raise 
money for spay and neuter surgeries and 
other medical expenses. 

Social media has also played an impor-
tant role in successful adoptions, Harris 
said. About 85 percent of adoptions are 
done through social media because poten-
tial owners can view pictures and infor-
mation about animals up for adoption, 
which helps build bonds between people 
and animals, she said.

On average, Harris said, the shelter 
takes in 60 animals every day, but this 
number ranges from 100 to 150 on busier 
days. Harris said one of the challenges the 
shelter faces involves changing people’s 

Montgomery County 
Animal Shelter
Volunteers drive growing organization

NONPROfIT

By George Mattingly

The Montgomery County Animal Shelter can house up to 300 cats. 
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8535 Hwy. 242
Conroe • 936-442-7738
www.mcaspets.org 

mindsets on pets and getting them to 
recognize the consequences of abandon-
ing them. 

“So many people think pets are dispos-
able,” she said. “It’s very sad to see ani-
mals that come in every day from people 
who simply don’t want them anymore. 
They don’t realize that we have limited 
space and care for all the animals with a 
limited staff.” 

Despite these challenges, Harris said 
seeing an animal go to a good home or 
being reunited with its family makes her 
work worthwhile. 

“A war veteran lost his dog in The 
Woodlands and did everything he could 
to find it by posting fliers and making a 
Facebook page,” Harris said. “[The dog] 
was brought to us and the animal society 

paid for his medical expenses. The man 
was reunited with his dog, and he was so 
happy he was crying. Moments like that 
make me happy to be here.”

The MCAS is always looking for volun-
teers, Harris said. Volunteer orientations 
are held Saturdays and Sundays at 1 p.m.
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12–5 p.m., $6 (regular tasting)

La Fuente Winery 
10606 Hempstead Hwy., Ste. 118
Houston • 713-269-4489
www.lafuentewinery.com

Wines: Sauvignon Blanc, 
Chardonnay, Merlot, New Generation 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Carmenere, The 
Lost Grape
Tastings: Sat. 2–6 p.m., special 
tastings by appointment

Messina Hof Winery and 
Resort
4545 Old Reliance Road
Bryan • 979-778-9463
www.messinahof.com

Wines: Paulo Bordeaux Blend, Paulo 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Paulo Merlot, 
Private Reserve Chardonnay, Pinot 
Grigio, Cabernet Franc
Tastings: Retail tasting room hours 
- Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–7 p.m.; Sun. 11 
a.m.–6 p.m.
Tour hours - Mon.–Fri. 1 p.m., 2:30 
p.m., 5:30 p.m.; Sat. 11 a.m., 12:30 
p.m., 2:30 p.m., 4 p.m., 5:30 p.m.;  
Sun. 12:30 p.m., 2:30 p.m., 4 p.m. 
$10 (regular public tour and tastings)

Pleasant Hill Winery 
1441 Salem Road
Brenham • 979-830-8463
www.pleasanthillwinery.com

Wines: Blanc Du Bois, Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Collina Blanca, Collina 
Rossa, Sweet Collina Rossa, Rose, 
2010 Sangiovese, 2010 Fume Blanc, 
2011 Sauvignon Blanc, Portejas 
Blanco, Rosso Forte, Tawny Rosso 
Forte
Tastings: Sat. 11:30 a.m., 12:30 
p.m., 1:30 p.m.,2:30 p.m., 3:30 
p.m., 4:30 p.m.; Sun. 12:30 p.m., 
1:30 p.m., 2:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m., 
free membership for the wine club 
includes free regular tasting of four 
wines for a member and guest

Windy Winery 
4232 Clover Road
Brenham • 979-836-3252
www.windywinery.com

Wines: Blanc Du Bois, Le Noir, 
Champanel, Brazos Red, Independent 
Red, Yellow Rose, Desert Rose, Tejas 
Port, Shiraz, Red Sunset, Texas
Tastings: Wed., Thurs. and Fri. 

Water 2 Wine 
3331 Westpark Drive
Houston • 713-662-9463
www.water2wine.us/houston

Features: Customers can create their 
own wine as well as custom labels 
for special gifts. The facility is also 
available to rent for private parties. 
Tastings: The winery has more than 
100 wines from 13 countries to taste.

Bernhardt Winery 
9043 County Road 204
Plantersville • 936-894-9829
www.bernhardtwinery.com

dozens of Texas, national and 
international labels. It also features 11 
flights of wine for customers to taste.
Tastings: Various wine tastings occur 
2–5 p.m. every Saturday

Crescent Moon Wine Bar
440 Rayford Road, Ste. 115A
Spring • 281-364-9463
www.crescentmoonwinebar.com

Wines: Crescent Moon Wine Bar offers 
a variety of classic wines like Dom 
Perignon and Pinot Grigio as well as 
international lines from Italy, France, 
South America, Spain and Australia. 
Tastings: Tues.–Thurs. 3–11 p.m., 
Fri. 11 a.m.–1 a.m., Sat. 5 p.m.–1 
a.m., Social Hour Tues.– Fri. 3–7 p.m. 

Crú Wine Bar
9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 650
The Woodlands • 281-465-9463
www.cruawinebar.com

Wines: Crú Wine Bar has a global 
selection of wine, including labels like 
Pinot Blanc, Silver Oak, William Fevre 
“Champs Royaux” Chablis and Cabreo 
“La Pietra” from Tuscany
Tastings: Mon. and Tues. 4–11 p.m., 
Wed. 11 a.m.–11 p.m., Thurs.–Sat. 11 
a.m.–midnight, Sun. 11 a.m.–11 p.m. 

Crush - A Wine Lounge 
20 Waterway Ave., Ste. 200
The Woodlands • 281-36-27874
www.thecrushbar.com

Wines: White Oak Syrah, Barbour 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Onyx Pinotage 
from South Africa, Rombauer from 
California
Tastings: Tues.–Wed. 4 p.m.–
midnight, Thurs. 4 p.m.–1 a.m., Fri. 
and Sat. 4 p.m.–2 a.m., Sun. 4 p.m.–
midnight

36  fEaturEs
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Wines: Estate Blanc Du Bois, Pinot 
Grigio, Pinnelli, Schrock, Chardonnay, 
Aggie Blush, Merlot, Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Valentine, Crimson, Port 
Reserve, Vin du Soleil 
Tastings: Regular tastings are 
conducted Tues.–Fri. noon–5 p.m., Sat. 
noon–6 p.m., Sun. 1–5 p.m. and also 
by appointment. $6 (regular tasting)

Circle S. Vineyards 
9920 Hwy. 90 A, Ste. B-268
Sugar Land • 281-265-9463
www.circlesvineyards.com

Wines: Vintner’s Signature Blends: 
Ilbello and Magia de Amore; 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Montepulciano, 
Sangiovese, Zinfandel, Merlot, Pinot 
Noir, Barbera, Syrah, Chardonnay, 
Sugar Land Sweet 
Tastings: Tues.–Thurs. 1–7:30 p.m., 
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–8:30 p.m., Sun. 

noon–5 p.m., Sat. 11 a.m.–6 p.m., 
Sun. Noon–5 p.m.

Yepez Vineyards 
12739 FM 2354
Baytown • 281-573-4139
www.yepezvineyard.com

Features: The vineyards host a 
variety of events ranging from a grape 
stomp festival to a summer concert 
series throughout the year. 
Tastings: June-September, Fri. and 
Sat. 12–6 p.m., Sun. 2–8 p.m.

GenuWine Tasting Room
6503 FM 1488, Ste. 401
Magnolia • 832-934-2675
www.mygenuwine.com

Wines: The Crossings Sauvignon 
Blanc, Le Village Chardonnay, Toschi 
Pinot Noir, Stephen Vincent Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Paul Thomas Sancerre, 
Finca Las Nubes Rose, Alysian Pinot 
Noir, Chateau Canon
Tastings: Multiple days a week, 
schedule posted on the website

Yepez Vineyards
12739 FM 2354
Baytown • 281-573-4139
www.yepezvineyard.com

Features: The vineyards host a 
variety of events ranging from a grape 
stomp festival to a summer concert 
series throughout the year.
Tastings: June–September, Fridays 
and Saturdays, noon–6 p.m., Sunday 
2–8 p.m.

Woodlands Wine Company
6700 Woodlands Parkway, Ste. 210
The Woodlands • 281-419-9966
www.woodlandswineco.com

Features: The wine company offers 
imported and domestic wines as well 
as classes and parties.
Tastings: Available during normal 
business hours, but private tastings 
and parties can be done in the 
private tasting room. It comfortably 
accommodates up to 12 people, and 
private tastings can also be done in 
conjunction with food.

The Empty Glass
104 Market St.
Tomball • 832-698-4722
www.theemptyglass.com

Wines: The Empty Glass offers 

Compiled by Connor Hyde, Marie Leonard, George Mattingly, Carrie Taylor

Beer

Although there are no wineries or breweries in The Woodlands area, several are 
located in Houston or within an hour’s drive. This list is not a comprehensive list 
of businesses. 

Saint Arnold Brewing 
Company 
2000 Lyons Ave.
Houston • 713-686-9494 
www.saintarnold.com 

Beers: Saint Arnold Amber Ale, Saint 
Arnold Weedwacker, Saint Arnold 

community Impact newspaper • impactnews.com
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Buffalo Bayou Brewing 
Company 
5301 Nolda St.
Houston • 713-750-9795
www.buffbrew.com 

Beers: Gingerbread Stout, 1912, 
Smoke on the Bayou and More Cowbell
Series: Heritage and Secessionist 
Tour: Sat. Noon–3 p.m.

8th Wonder Brewery 
2202 Dallas St.
Houston • 713-229-0868
www.8thwonderbrew.com 

Beers: Hopston Texas IPA, 
Intellectuale, Alternate Universe Altbier
Special Beers: Rocket Fuel-
Vietnamese Coffee Porter, MCA 
Rauch-Rauchbier, IP8-Double IPA, 
Coffee Mocha Alternate Universe and 
Yuzu Intellectuale
Tours: N/A

Fort Bend Brewing Co.
13370 S. Gessner Road
Missouri City • 281-769-8618
www.fortbendbrewing.com

Beers: Texas Backyard Blonde Ale, 
Texas Lightning IPA, Texas Thunder 
Stout, Texas Farmhouse Ale
Tours: 1–3 p.m. second and fourth 
Saturday of each month. Tickets are 
$5 cash at the door, $7.50 pre-sale

The Lone Pint Brewery
507 Commerce St.
Magnolia • 281-731-5466
www.lonepint.com

Beers: 667 Neighbor of the Beast, 
Yellow Rose, Gentleman’s Relish, The 
Jabberwocky, Tornado Shark, Lily and 
Seamus
Tours: Temporarily on hold 

Beer glossary
Here are some common terms you will hear around the local 
brewhouse or pub. Keep in mind every beer is either an ale or a 
lager, and other flavors are made during the fermenting process with 
various ingredients. There are dozens of types of ales and lagers.
Ale—Ales are beers distinguished by the use of top fermenting 
yeast strains at warmer temperatures. These beers have a more 
fruity flavor and leave a long aftertaste.
Hops—Hops is an herb added to fermenting beer that adds a bitter 
aroma and flavor
Lager—Lagers are beers produced with bottom fermenting yeast 
strains in cool temperatures. It creates a crisp taste with emphasis 
on malt flavors.
Mead—Mead produced by the fermentation of honey, water, yeast 
and optional ingredients such as fruit, herbs, and spices.
IPA—An IPA is a strong beer with high hop and alcohol content.
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Elissa IPA, Saint Arnold Endeavor, 
Saint Arnold Root Beer, Santo, Saint 
Arnold Fancy Lawnmower and Saint 
Arnold Brown Ale 
Seasonal: Saint Arnold Summer 
Pilsner, Saint Arnold Christmas Ale, 
Saint Arnold Pumpkinator, Saint Arnold 
Spring Bock, Saint Arnold Oktoberfest 
and Saint Arnold Winter Stout
Special Brews: Saint Arnold Divine 
Reserve, Saint Arnold Icon Series, 
Saint Arnold Bishop’s Barrel and Saint 
Arnold Homefront IPA 
Tours: $8 per person Mon.–Thurs. 3 
p.m., Sat. 11 a.m.–2 p.m.

Southern Star Brewing Co.
1207 N. FM 3083 E. 
Conroe • 936-441-2739 
www.southernstarbrewing.com 

Beers: Bombshell Blonde Ale, Buried 
Hatchet Stout and Pine Belt Pale Ale
Seasonal: Pro-Am 2012 Double IPA, 
Walloon, LeMort Vivant, Old Potentate 
and Red Cockaded Ale 
Special Brews: Rauchbier 
Tours: Sat. 1–3 p.m., free

No Label Brewing Company 
5351 First St., Ste. A
Katy • 281-693-7545
www.nolabelbrew.com 

Beers: 1st Street Ale, El Hefe Weizen, 
Pale Horse Ale and Ridgeback Ale
Seasonal: Don Jalapeno Ale, Black 
Wit-O Ale, Elda M. Milk Stout and Mint 
IPA
Tours: Sat. Noon–3 p.m. 

Karbach Brewing Company 
2032 Karbach St.
Houston • 713-680-2739
www.karbachbrewing.com 

Beers: Hopadillo IPA, Sympathy for 
the Lager, Weisse Versa Wheat, Rodeo 
Clown Double IPA, Roshambo Belgian 
IPA and El Hopadillo Negro Black IPA
Seasonal: Weekend Pale Ale 
Warrior, Barn Saison Burner, Love 
Street Summer Seasonal and 
Karbachtoberfest
Limited Release: Hellfighter Imperial 
Porte, Pontificator, Krunkin’ Pumpkin 
and Yule Shoot Your Eye Out
Series: Bodacious, Fra-Gee-Lay and 
Bourbon Barrel Aged Hellfighter 
Tours: Mon. and Fri. 5–7 p.m., Sat. 
noon–3 p.m.

Brewmasters Craft Beer 
Festival
Aug. 30–Sept. 1, 2013 
More than 400 craft brews 
are found at the fourth annual 
event on Galveston Island. Other 

activities throughout the weekend 
include live music, fireworks and 
educational events. $15–$185. 
Times vary. Moody Gardens, One 
Hope Blvd., Galveston. www.
brewmastersinternationalbeerfestival.
com 

Katy Sip N’ Stroll
Sept. 21, 2013
Attendees can sample new wines, 
craft beers and culinary delights at 
the more than 20 booths set up at 
the northeast corner of Westheimer 
Parkway and South Peek Road in the 
Villagio Town Center. Katy’s largest 
wine and culinary festival also features 
live music. $35 general admission. 
$65 VIP admission. 4-7 p.m.  
www.sipandstroll.com

Brenner’s Fall Beer Fest
Fall 2013 
The Houston restaurant hosts an 
annual fall beer festival, during which 
guests can sample various craft brews 
and food from Houston-area chefs. 
Brenner’s on the Bayou, One Birdsall 
St., Houston. www.brennersfest.com 

Wine Fair Cy-Fair
Spring 2014
Wine tasting stations, food from local 
restaurants and live music make 
up the third annual event, hosted 
by the Cy-Fair Houston Chamber of 
Commerce and Food and Vine Time 
Productions.  www.winecyfair.com 

The Woodlands Wine and 
Food Week
Summer 2014
Different events, ranging from dinners 
to wine tastings to the annual Wine 
Walk At Market Street, comprise this 
annual event, which takes place in The 
Woodlands.  
www.wineandfoodweek.com 

Houston Beer Fest
Summer 2014
Guests receive tickets with the price of 
admission to sample different types of 
beer at the festival, which takes place 
in downtown Houston and began in 
2011. The event features live music. 
www.houstonbeerfestival.com

Common red wines:
Cabernet sauvignon— Makes a full-flavored fruity wine with a 
powerful, dry taste with an affinity to weedy flavors. 
Foods: Beef, duck, lamb, chicken, mushroom squash 

Merlot— A more common red wine with a softer, supple taste 
usually with dark fruit flavors. 
Foods: Tuna, salmon, beef, duck, mushrooms, wild rice, and mild 
cow and goat cheese. 

Pinot noir— This wine has a light to medium thickness with a 
range of aromas, textures and flavors depending on the grape. 
However it leans toward berry or earthy flavors. 
Foods: Grilled, roasted or sauteed foods. Mildly prepared beef, duck, 
ham and mushrooms, greens, cabbages and potatoes. 

Zinfandel— A full-flavored wine with spicy and raspberry flavors. 
Foods: Beef (especially in pepper, sauce, pork and sausage), 
tomatoes.

Common white wines: 
Chardonnay—Offers rich, sweet flavors, such as green apple, 
butter, honey and vanilla.
Foods: Lobster, sea bass, shrimp, white meats, avocado, spinach 
and squash. 

Pinot grigio— Is a light, food-friendly wine with fresh citrus flavors 
that can be crisp or tangy.
Foods: Light fish, oysters, chicken, ham, veal, light pasta and ravioli.  

Riesling—Flavors with this wine can vary from dry with steel or 
petrol flavors to floral and sweet flavors like peach, pear or apple. 
Foods: Ham, oysters, shellfish, veal (dry flavors) chicken, fish, fowl, 
lobster (sweet flavors).

Sauvignon Blanc— Can have different flavors depending on the 
grape. It is commonly a light-flavored, crisp wine with flavors like 
grapefruit, lemon and grass. 
Foods: Crab, raw oyster, scallops, shrimp, smoked seafood, white 
meats, grilled and sauteed foods, and raw vegetables.

festivals
& events

 See club for details. Must present ad at time of enrollment. Limit 1 per family. 
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CORRIDOR

4  Sports Authority features a variety of 
sporting goods, including team sports and 
action sports equipment, shoes, clothes, 
golfing, tennis, and outdoor equipment. 
Ste. 105. 936-321-2550.  
www.sportsauthority.com

5   in addition to hosting various faith-
based events and classes, LifeWay 
Christian Store sells Bibles and other 
Christian literature, gifts, music, movies 
and church supplies. Ste. 106.  
936-321-9600. www.lifeway.com

6   featuring hundreds of beauty 
products, Sally Beauty Supply sells 
makeup, skin care, spa supplies, 
salon supplies, beauty equipment and 
accessories. Ste. 106A. 936-273-4703. 
www.sallybeauty.com

7  Since opening its first location in 1958, 
Lakeshore Learning Store has offered 
age-appropriate educational toys, books, 
programs and other materials across the 
country. Ste. 107. 936-271-3585.  
www.lakeshorelearning.com

8   featuring a variety of styles and 
brands for women of all sizes, Dressbarn 
sells clothing, jewelry, shoes and 
accessories in-store and online.  
Ste. 108. 936-273-4658.  
www.dressbarn.com

9   Stein Mart offers brand name 
clothing for men and women, accessories, 
home decor, linens and shoes at prices 
up to 60 percent below department store 
prices. Ste. 110. 936-271-4770. 
www.steinmart.com

10   Hallmark Gold Crown features 
greeting cards, gifts, toys and trinkets 
for any occasion, from anniversaries 
and birthdays to valentine’s Day and 
Halloween. Ste. 111A. 936-271-1951.  
www.hallmark.com

11  One of the leading brands of children’s 
clothing, gifts and accessories in the 
U.S., Carter’s Babies and Kids sells 
clothing, costumes and swimwear for 

babies, toddlers and young children, as 
well as furniture, diaper bags, toys and 
accessories. Ste. 111B. 936-271-5051. 
www.carters.com

12   GNC Live Well sells an array of 
health care products, including vitamins, 
supplements, sports nutrition, protein, 
cleansing and digestion products, herbs, 
natural remedies, energy, and endurance. 
Ste. 111E. 936-273-5941. www.gnc.com

13   Music & Arts sells musical 
instruments, such as guitars, drums, 
keyboards, brass, orchestral and 
woodwind, while offering accessories, 
instrument rentals, lessons and instrument 
repair. Ste. 111H. 936-273-3602.  
www.musicarts.com

14   Dream Day Bridal and its employees 
consult and assist customers in finding 
the right bridal gown, as well as dresses 
for the entire wedding party. The bridal 
boutique also offers veils, jewelry, shoes, 
foundations and accessories. Ste. 111 iA. 
936-321-2300. www.dreamdaybridal.com

15  Bath & Body Works sells soaps, hand 
soaps, body washes, lotions, candles and 
other home decor and bath accessories, 
and features a wide array of fragrances. 
Ste. 111K. 936-271-4440.  
www.bathandbodyworks.com

16  Famous Footwear sells athletic 
shoes, casual shoes, dress shoes, boots, 
and slippers for men, women and children, 
as well as socks, backpacks, tote bags 
and accessories. Ste. 111L. 936-271-4741. 
www.famousfootwear.com

17  Old Navy features clothing for men, 
women and children of all sizes, including 
pants, shirts, shorts, dresses and shoes, 
and accessories. Ste. 112. 936-271-0818. 
www.oldnavy.com

18   Justice Just for Girls offers a variety 
of girls’ clothing, including swimwear and 
school uniforms, as well as décor, jewelry, 
and other accessories. Ste. 113A.  
936-321-6377. www.shopjustice.com

Portofino Shopping Center I
19075 I-45 S. 

 Retail

1  A one-stop shop for pool and spa 
supplies, Warehouse Pool Supply offers 
a variety of pool chemicals, cleaners, 
tools, equipment and accessories at its 24 
Texas locations. Ste. 101. 936-321-9338.  
www.warehousepools.com

2  DSW Shoe Warehouse offers shoes 
in a variety of brands, styles, and sizes 

for men, women and children, as well as 
handbags and accessories. Ste. 103.  
936-271-1990. www.dsw.com

3  Since the first location of the arts 
and crafts store chain opened in 1973, 
Michaels has continued to offer home 
décor, arts and crafts supplies across its 
more than 1,000 stores in the U.S. and 
Canada. Ste. 104. 936-271-0011. 
www.michaels.com
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Of� ce: 281.367.7770
Cell: 281.703.6059
www.fl othewoodlands.com
Flonewman@remax.net

Re/Max The Woodlands & Spring

Flo Newman
Re/Max Hall of Fame & Re/Max Lifetime Achievement Award

Educational Credentials: B.A., GRI, ABR, Associate Broker

Af� iated with ReMax-The Woodlands & Spring
(The TOP PRODUCING of� ce in Montgomery County)

Recognized by The Houston Business Journal as being ranked #10 out of over 
15,000 Houston area Realtors in number of closed transactions per year

Nationally ranked among the top 1% of agents nationwide since 1990
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Caring, Committed Service
Make your next move easy...
      Go with the Flo!

WHETHER BUYING OR SELLING... WORK WITH AN AGENT COMMITTED TO REPRESENTING YOU!

Serving The Woodlands since 1974
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19  in addition to selling  a variety of pets, 
pet food, pet accessories, products and  
supplies, PetSmart offers grooming, a pet 
hotel, a doggie day camp, pet training and 
full-service veterinary care providers.  
Ste. 114. 936-273-9888.  
www.petsmart.com

20  Conn’s features appliances, furniture, 
mattresses, lawn and garden supplies, 
computers, televisions and other 
electronics. Ste. 115.  
936-271-1588. www.conns.com

21   JP Children’s Boutique has served 
south Montgomery County since 2004, 
offering clothing for boys and girls from 
infants to teenagers and specializing in 
European and one-of-a-kind children’s 
apparel. Ste. 116C. 936-271-9945.  
www.jpchildrens.com

22  Men’s Wearhouse offers tuxedo 
rentals and retail apparel, including shoes, 
suits, sport coats, pants, sweaters, vests 
and ties for men of all ages and sizes.  
Ste. 116B. 936-271-0788.  
www.menswearhouse.com

23   Casual Male XL provides big and tall 
apparel for men, including shoes, casual 
and dress shirts, pants and shirts, as well 
as hats, sunglasses, accessories and 
some furniture. Ste. 400. 936-273-3140.  
casual-male-big-and-tall.destinationxl.
com

24   Zales Fine Jeweler offers custom 
jewelry, including watches, earrings, 
bracelets, necklaces and rings, as well as 
selling wedding bands and engagement 
rings. Ste. 450. 936-271-2310.  
www.zales.com 

25  The Vitamin Shoppe provides 
vitamins, supplements, herbs, food and 
beverages and other health-conscious 
products. Ste. 700. 936-321-2234.  
www.vitaminshoppe.com

Dining

26   Buffalo Wild Wings serves up a 
variety of flavors of chicken wings and 
chicken strips, burgers, sandwiches, fries 
and beer at its more than 900 locations 
across North America. Ste. 100.  
936-273-7777. www.buffalowildwings.com

27   founded in 1994, Another Broken 
Egg Cafe serves breakfast favorites, such 
as omelettes and eggs benedicts, as 
well as brunch and lunch fare among its 
dozens of locations nationwide. Ste. 102.  
936-273-2011.  
www.anotherbrokenegg.com

28   in addition to its wide variety of 
distinctive, homemade pies, Pie Town 
offers a lunch and dinner menu with 
soups, sandwiches, salads, wraps and 
baked potatoes, as well as other desserts. 
pie Town also features hot, iced and 
frappe coffee drinks, and catering for 
larger orders. Ste. 111D. 936-321-3336.  
www.pietown.net

29  Katz’s Deli features breakfast options, 
several signature sandwiches, salads and 
heartier entrees ranging from spaghetti 
and meatballs to meatloaf. Katz’s also 
serves desserts, appetizers and low-
calorie meals and offers catering.  
Ste. 116A. 936-321-1880.  
www.ilovekatzs.com

30   Pei Wei Asian Diner serves Asian 
favorites, including Chinese, Korean, 
Japanese, Thai and vietnamese, as well as 
gluten-free options. Ste. 480.  
936-271-9217. www.peiwei.com

31   Buca di Beppo offers italian favorites, 
including pizzas, spaghetti, ravioli, lasagna 
and other specialty pasta dishes, as well 
as sides and desserts. The restaurant 
provides catering and services large 
groups. Ste. 500. 936-321-6262.  
www.bucadibeppo.com

32   featuring its own handcrafted beers, 
BJ’s Brewhouse also serves burgers, 
sandwiches, pasta, pizzas, steaks, stuffed 

potatoes and other entrees. Ste. 600.  
936-273-7100. www.bjsbrewhouse.com

beauty

33   Opened in 2008, Skyrokh Salon and 
owner Michael Sievers offer haircuts and 
styling for men and women, as well as 
Aveda conditioning treatments, coloring, 
chemical treatments, up-dos, extensions, 
bridal packages and waxing. Ste. 111f. 
936-321-4111. www.skyrokhsalon.com

Services

34  The Montgomery County branch of 
the Houston Association of Realtors 
connects buyers and sellers with realtors. 
Ste. 210. 713-629-1900. www.har.com

35  Prudential Anderson Properties has 
several agents available to help clients 
find, buy, sell and rent properties. Ste. 260. 
281-296-0111. www.andersonprops.com

36  All State Insurance and agent 
Michael Romaguera offer several 
insurance packages, including auto, 
home and life. Romaguera specializes in 
motorcycle, boat and life. Ste. 270. 936-
321-4270. www.allstateagencies.com

37  Arthur Murray Dance Studio offers 
dance classes and competitions for 
students of all ages in a variety of styles, 
including the fox trot, the mambo, rumba, 
merengue, cha-cha and the hustle. Ste. 
113B. 936-321-9200. www.dancetx.com

38  Jenny Craig and its consultants offer 
healthy food options for breakfast, lunch, 
dinner and snacks personalized for its 
customers to help them lose one to two 
pounds per week. Ste. 725.  
936-271-2770. www.jennycraig.com

39  One of the nation’s largest tax 
service providers, H&R Block and its tax 
professionals provide personalized help 
in filing taxes while also providing audit, 
small business and some baking services. 
Ste. 750. 936-271-3670. www.hrblock.com

Compiled by Matt Stephens

Dream Day Bridal owner Kristina Glaze showcas-
es one of the store’s vast selection of bridal gowns. 

14

Manager Ann Coyne and Pie Town serve lunch and 
dinner, as well as a variety of pie options. 

28

Owners Michael and Katy Sievers provide several 
beauty services at Skyrokh Salon. 

33

Co-owner Brian Pablo and Arthur Murray Dance 
Studio offer dance classes for all ages. 

37

M
at

t 
S

te
p

he
ns

facebook.com/mainstreamboutiquethewoodlandstx | 3091 College Park Drive, Ste. 193 | 936.231.8609

25% OFF 
up to two items

Good for regular priced items.  
Valid only at The Woodlands location.

Expires 9/8/13

Unique, affordable 
fashions for women 

of all ages

SUMMER CLEARANCE 
begins this month!

Items from 

30% to 
70% off!
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Your Personal  
Assets Get  

Our Personal  
Attention.

At First Victoria, keeping pace with your 
personal and professional banking  

needs is what we’re all about. That’s why  
our Wealth Management Services and 

PrivateBankers offer a unique and  
different brand of banking. Enjoy access  

to services ranging from the most routine  
banking needs to more complex investment,  

trust and insurance products1. 

To learn more about how we can create  
an “out of the box” solution for you,  

stop by our newest banking center  
at 1430 Research Forest Drive.

Tanya Castro   t Sr. Vice President 
Trust & Investments  
281.599.6039 

Jeannie Jennings  t Vice President  
PrivateBanking/Wealth Management
832.663.4507

Heidi Carney  t Vice President  
PrivateBanking/Wealth Management
832.663.4506

1Securities offered through Cetera Investment Services LLC, 
member FINRA/SIPC. Investments are: • Not FDIC/NCUSIF 
insured • May lose value • Not financial institution guaranteed 
• Not a deposit • Not insured by any federal government agency. 
Cetera is not affiliated with First Victoria Bank.

2013

The Woodlands - Research Forest
1430 Research Forest Dr.   
The Woodlands

facebook.com/FirstVictoria twitter.com/FirstVictoria

www.firstvictoria.com

REGIONAl
Abridged stories from our Houston Metro editions

Tomball ISD passes 2013-14 budget City prepares for 
Hwy. 290 expansionTOmbAll AND mAGNOlIA  Tom-

ball ISD officials are actively preparing 
for growth in the 2013–14 school year. 
Tomball ISD residents passed a bond 
election in May to fund the construction 
of four new schools among other improve-
ments, and the district is also looking 
to hire 96 new staff members this year.
The state Legislature increased state fund-
ing for public school districts in the 2013 
session by $3.7 billion during the next two 
years. Funding for Tomball ISD increased 
by about $1.6 million while Magnolia 
funding increased by 
$3 million. Although 
district officials say 
the money helps, it 
does not restore the 
cuts from the last 
biennium in which 
TISD and MISD 
experienced cuts of 
$12.5 million and $12 
million respectively.
“Although law-
makers reinstated 

some of the funding cuts we expe-
rienced during recent years, we are 
still experiencing some funding chal-
lenges,” TISD Superintendent Huey 
Kinchen said. “We remain focused 
on responsible fiscal management.”
The 2013–14 Tomball ISD budget was 
adopted July 9 after multiple workshops 
and a public hearing. The Magnolia ISD 
school board spent the month of July 
workshopping its budget with plans to 
pass it after an Aug. 19 public hearing.
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

NORThWEST hOUSTON The Cy-
Fair ISD board of trustees approved the 
district’s $776.6 million 2013-14 budget 
June 27, restoring nearly 300 classroom 
teachers and campus personnel and pro-
viding for a district-wide salary increase. 

“We went back to the principals and laid 
out our plan, and they were unanimously 
in favor of the support they were going to 
get back at their campus,” Superintendent 
Mark Henry said. “Our goal was to make 
sure we’re competitive salary-wise and to 
spend the money to restore some cuts, and 
I think we’ve achieved that.” 

Because of the uncertainty of school 
funding and the state legislative session, the 
district adopted the budget in late June, a 
few weeks after the legislature passed Sen-
ate Bill 1 and House Bill 1025, which pro-
vide $3.7 billion for public education dur-
ing the next two years.

“The board is very pleased the legislature 
found a way to replace some of the money 
they had cut in the past two years,” board 

president Bob Covey said. “It’s an affirma-
tion to the work we’ve been doing with the 
legislature to see them finally understand-
ing the need we have in Cy-Fair ISD.”

For the 2013-14 school year, CFISD will 
receive an additional $37.6 million—or 
10.9 percent compared to current law—and 
in 2014-15 the district will receive an addi-
tional 15 percent, or $52.6 million.
Full story by John Rigg

TOP STORIES

Breakdown of Tomball ISD budget appropriations

69.35% Instruction

8.13% Leadership

4.07% Counseling

1.46% Health Services

6.26% Extra Curricular

2.87% Administration

6.36% Plant Maintenance

1.62% Other
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Several businesses between Beltway 8 and Jones 
Road, such as this former Jack in the Box, have 
already been displaced by the Hwy. 290 expansion.

Source: Tomball iSD
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NEWS

BuSINESS DINING

uPDATE

NORThWEST hOUSTON Areas 
undergoing increased development 
often see an increase in flooding 
issues. With an average of 40 inches of 
rain each year, Cy–Fair’s watersheds 
and detention basins are undergo-
ing several improvements this year.

The Harris County Flood Control 
District and its partners have spearheaded 
the implementation and continued 

development of flood mitigation efforts 
in response to the continued build-out of 
residential communities, the upcoming 
Grand Parkway and new business parks 
and mixed-use developments. 
Full story by John Rigg

TOmbAll  An anchor store on Main 
Street Tomball for 19 years, Otto’s Empo-
rium has an 8,000-square-foot showroom 
of furniture. In addition to a large selection 
of imported items, the store offers an array 
of locally made goods, such as farmhouse 
tables and benches, large wood cabinets, 
cowhide table runners and saddle lamps.
Full story by Tamra Santana

TOmbAll Although managing a 
successful restaurant is far from an 
easy task, Michael Reno—owner of 
Gianna Italian Kitchen in Tomball—
seems to have the secret figured out.

“If you have good food, good service 
and good atmosphere, there is no reason 
you should not be successful,” he said.
Full story by Shawn Arajj

mAGNOlIA A milder winter and rain 
at the beginning of the year has helped 
growers and ranchers still working to 
rebound from the drought that devas-
tated area agriculture three years ago.

“We did get a little rain at the begin-
ning of the year when we got ready to 
plant,” said Gary Underwood, director 

of agriculture appraisal for Harris 
County.
Full story by Tamra Santana 

Funding allows for 
new detention basin

Otto’s Emporium Gianna Italian Kitchen

Milder winter helps 
growers, ranchers 
rebound from 2010

Full stories online at impactnews.com

249249

                                           Medical Complex Dr.

28301 Hwy. 249, Ste. 100
Tomball • 281-290-6676
www.giannaitaliankitchen.com
Hours: Mon.–Thu. 11 a.m.–2:30 p.m., 5–9 p.m. 
fri. 11 a.m.–2:30 p.m., 
 5–10 p.m. Sat. 5–10 p.m.
Sun. 11:30 a.m.–3 p.m.
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410 W. Main St.
Tomball • 281-351-9394
www.ottosemporium.net
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–5:30 p.m.
Sun. 12 p.m.–5:30 p.m.
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massageheights.com/panthercreek

FREE REVIVING FOOT SCRUB
WITH A 1-HOUR CUSTOM MASSAGE $49.99
INTRODUCTORY OFFER

CUSTOMIZED MASSAGES: 
Swedish, deep tissue, sports, re� exology, pre-natal, 
migraine, geriatric, couples and trigger point.

MASSAGE ELEVATIONS: 
Hot stone, reviving foot scrub, revitalizing 
face massage and active therapy.

EXPERIENCE THE BENEFITS 
OF REGULAR MASSAGE THERAPY:

-relieve stress -manage pain
-improve circulation -strengthen the immune system
-reduce blood pressure -improve � exibility
-enhance athletic performance

Massage Heights Panther Creek

4775 W Panther Creek Drive, Suite 220B
,The Woodlands  TX 77381

 

832.900.7788
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Teachers
Continued from | 1 Conroe ISD Raising the bar

Conroe ISD Teacher Salaries

For the 2013-14 school year, Conroe ISD is planning to give its teachers a 3.25 percent 
raise, the largest pay increase in five years. This shows the amount and percent raise 
the district has given to its teaches over the past six years.

Conroe ISD starts its teachers with no years of experience with a base salary of $47,300. 
This year, district teachers will receive a $1,680 raise based on the average district pay. 
This shows the percentage of district teachers with how many year’s experience they have 
with the district, and the average salary for those positions.

$1,000

$1,100

$1,200

$1,300

$1,400

district did experience cuts.
Deputy Superintendent Chris Hines 

said Conroe ISD reduced its expenditures 
by $3.8 million in 2011. He said that was 
accomplished by reducing spending in 
transportation, utilities and by not hiring 
replacements for the more than 200 staff 
positions that were vacated by retirements 
or resignations. Also, the district did not 
give teacher raises in 2011. 

Stockton emphasized the importance of 
the state allocating funding to education. 

“Two years ago, we were all challenged 
by the reductions,” he said. “But I’ll be hon-
est, I think that whole process of reviewing 
everything we do from a financial stance 
was a healthy one in the sense that it made 
us really scrutinize what were doing. It 
made us become more efficient.”

Now in his 10th year as Conroe ISD 
superintendent, Stockton said it was a pri-
ority of his and the district’s school board 
to raise teacher salaries. He said when he 
began his tenure, the average salary for a 
district teacher was about $31,000.

“If you go back to 2005, 58 percent of 
our budget was going towards instruction,” 
he said. “Today, 62 percent of the budget 
goes to instruction. We have been able to 
shift money out of operations into instruc-
tion, which translates to more teachers and 
[higher] teacher salaries. We have been 
able to maximize our money and lower the 
tax rate.”

For the 2013-14 school year, Conroe ISD 
is planning a tax rate of $1.285 cents per 
$100 of property valuation, a 1/2-cent cut 
from last year’s rate of $1.29. If approved, it 
will mark the second consecutive year Con-
roe ISD has lowered its tax rate. According 
to the Houston Association of Realtors, 
the average home value in Montgomery 
County for 2013 is $305,691. Based on the 
new tax rate, the average homeowner will 
pay $3,927 for their school district tax, a 
savings of $15 over 2012.

Adding teachers
Aided by the additions in funding pro-

vided by the state, the district plans to add 
231 new positions for the 2013-14 school 
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year, district spokeswoman Lisa Meeks said. 
That number includes 151 teachers, 41 para-
professionals and 39 auxiliary employees.  

Hines said some of the new employees 
will staff two new schools scheduled to 
open in time for the 2013-14 school year—
Ann Snyder Elementary and Conroe High 
School Ninth Grade Campus.  

Meeks said 13 new staff members and 
teachers will be hired for Snyder Elemen-
tary, while nine will be hired for the Con-
roe High School Ninth Grade Campus, 
with the rest of the staff being pulled from 
other schools. 

The remaining staff hired this year is 
because of student growth, Meeks said, 
including new Career and Technology 
Education teachers at each of the district’s 
five high schools. 

The Texas affiliate of the American Fed-
eration of Teachers represents more than 
30 teacher union groups in Texas. 

Rob D’Amico, spokesman for the Texas 
AFT, said Conroe ISD’s hiring of more 
teachers and giving current teachers raises 
is representative of what is happening 
across the state.

“There are a lot of districts in a lot bet-
ter position to hire staff and reduce stu-
dent-teacher ratios,” he said. “We’re seeing 
a little bit of a rebound in the economy; a 
lot of districts are in a better position. A lot 
of employees have gone four or five years 
without any raises.” 

According to the Texas Education Agen-
cy’s Academic Excellence Indicator System, 
which tracks school and district standard-
ized testing results, as well as demograph-
ics, Conroe ISD has a student-to-teacher 
ratio of 16.6-1. 

The Conroe ISD board of trustees will 
vote on the 2013-14 budget during its 
Aug. 20 meeting. This year’s proposed 
budget includes revenues of $386 million, 
$43 million more than last year’s revenue. 
Meeks said the additional revenue comes 
from allocations to the district by the state 
though new legislative funding. Money 
also is given to the district from the state 
based on increases in enrollment.
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How do you think Conroe ISD should spend additional 
money it receives from the state?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll

Source: Conroe iSD

   New             
Loca�on 

Exotic and Repurposed Hardwood Furniture, Home Accessories and More

26207 Oak Ridge Dr. Ste. A. • The Woodlands, TX 77380    

281-292-5536 • 713-426-5556 • Monday to Saturday 10-6pm • Sunday By Appointment Only 

www.TexasTuscanFurniture.com                   info@TexasTuscanFurniture.com

TEXAS  TUSCAN   FURNITURE    DESIGNS

Where Everything is One of a Kind...

Redefi ning Fine Furniture

NEW
WOODLANDS

LOCATION

New 
Woodlands 

Location
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Source: Conroe iSD

iGoPINK.org

Saturday, September 14, 2013
Market Street

The Woodlands, TX

PRESENTING SPONSOR

4th Annual iGoPink
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WELLMAN ROAD: 
Zoned for residential, 
another development 
on the way

APARTMENTS: 
Possible apartment 
complex in negotiations

TAMINA: No plans for 
annexation yet, but 
could happen in the 
future

Residential development
With growth and expansion still on the 

horizon in Shenandoah, Smith said the city 
has already experienced a boom in residen-
tial development in the last three years. 

There were 1,059 housing units in 
Shenandoah as of the 2010 census, of which 
971 were occupied. Since 2010, Smith 
said, 58 homes were constructed in Park-
gate Reserves, as many as 70 homes con-
structed in Tuscany Woods and another 30 
completed in the Silverwood subdivision. 
Despite the 150 new homes built since 
2010, Smith said he expects another 150-
plus to be constructed over the next two to 
three years. 

Construction has already begun at the 
Reserve at Grogan’s Mill, a 44-home devel-
opment at Grogan’s Mill Road and Vision 
Park Boulevard, while construction is 
underway on another 44-home develop-
ment, Marion, just across the street. 

Tom Cox Jr., president of Gracepoint 
Homes, developer of Marion, said home 
construction in the gated community 
could begin by the end of this year with 
residents occupying homes in the first 
quarter of 2014. Cox said Gracepoint also 
purchased 12 acres of land along Wellman 
Road for a 55-home gated community, Lily, 
which also could see homes occupied early 
in 2014. 

“I’ve lived in The Woodlands since the 
late ’70s and I’ve been in home building 
for 22 years, and I’ve never seen a market 
like this where there is next to zero supply 
of inventory anywhere in the area, coupled 

with the job growth in The Woodlands area 
and Shenandoah,” Cox said. “This is the 
perfect storm.”

Smith said there is additional land along 
Wellman Road that has been zoned for 

Shenandoah
Continued from | 1

residential development, while the city has 
also received inquiries about a possible 
apartment complex at the intersection of 
David Memorial Drive and Shenandoah 
Park Drive next to the Park at Woodmoor 
apartment complex. 

“We’ve had several other companies con-
tact us about other apartments or multi-
family units on the east side of I-45,” Smith 
said. “We’ve had feelers out for a while.”

Possible expansion 
Although much of the planned future 

growth in Shenandoah lies within its city 
limits, Smith said the potential for the city 
reaching a population of 5,000 is depen-
dent on some annexation within the city’s 
ETJ, or land outside the city’s limits that the 
city can annex. 

“There is some ETJ that we have that is 
currently undeveloped land, or developed 
with existing single family residential,” he 
said. “We feel a portion of that could come 
into the city limits and be developed into 
more residential.”

Smith said the city’s ETJ contains land 
north of Vision Park to Hwy. 242, which he 
believes the city may consider annexing. The 
city’s ETJ also stretches east of I-45 into the 
Tamina community. Although there are no 
plans to annex land in Tamina, Smith said 
Shenandoah has only annexed land at the 
request of landowners or developers dur-
ing the past three years. He said any land 
annexed in Tamina would be voluntary. 

“What Tamina looks like is unknown,” 
he said. “You could potentially see some 
multi-family there. You could see some 
commercial area over there. You could 
even potentially see some single-family. I 
just don’t know, because we haven’t talked 
to any developers that have put any con-
tracts on any of those larger tracts of land 
at this point.”

Effects of growth
With the rapid population growth, Smith 

said the city could see an increase in prop-
erty and sales tax revenue. However, Smith 
said there would be expenses that will come 
with the city’s population growth. 

“Any time you have growth, you have 
the revenue associated with the growth 
regardless of what tax base it is—sales tax, 

property tax, water and sewer rate,” Smith 
said. “So you want to make sure you out-
weigh your growth and your expenses and 
that it makes sense what you’re doing.” 

Those expenses may include new infra-
structure improvements and maintenance. 
Smith said residences would require new 
utilities, as well as new public roadways, 
such as those in Tuscany Woods and Park-
gate. The city will have to maintain the 
infrastructure and fix issues, such as cracks 
in roadways or leaks in water lines. 

“A portion of those tax revenues, regard-
less of what type they are, will have to go 
to the maintenance and operation of those 
systems,” Smith said. 

He said the city has planned for growth 
in its infrastructure. Shenandoah recently 

made renovations to its municipal pool and 
is surveying residents to determine pos-
sible improvements to the city park. Smith 
said the city also has one of the strictest tree 
ordinances in Montgomery County to pro-
tect its open spaces, and its water system 
was designed to handle future growth. 

“Water is something that we continue 
to monitor, and we have plans in place to 
handle our growth on our groundwater 
reduction plan,” he said. “It’s something 
that we’re monitoring and making certain 
we make the proactive steps to addressing 
the issues that come up.”

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Shenandoah development

ETJ
City Limits

The map shows Shenandoah residential development, the city limits and 
ETJ that the city could annex. Ten growing neighborhoods are shown with 
the number of total pieces of property that have received building permits 
as of July 18.
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“I’ve been in home 
building for 22 years, 
and I’ve never seen a 
market like this.”

—Tom Cox Jr., president, Gracepoint Homes
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CLASS ACT PRODUCTIONS

CLASS ACT ACADEMY
Theatre • Acting • Dance • Voice

Register Online Now for Fall Semester

www.ClassActProductions.org

AUDITION FOR A CLASS ACT MUSICAL! 
Auditions: Saturday, August 24

The Sound of Music, The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, and Class Act Stars On Tour

Build Equity;
Why PAY Rent?{ {Providing today’s smart business owners with quality offi ce ownership. 

Don’t throw away money each month on rent. Call us and own today! 

25511 Budde Road | The Woodlands, 77380  | 281.292.6100 | www.brownstoneoffi cecondos.com 
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ETJ
City Limits
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and plans accordingly,” said Mark Seegers, 
communications director with Harris 
County Precinct 4. “Based on the last sev-
eral sessions, we expect the worst and hope 
for the best.”

Seegers said the precinct’s planned road 
projects will be able to move forward 
regardless of whether TxDOT gets funding, 
but some officials point out that a lack of 
TxDOT funding could result in challenges 
the long term.

“While we don’t necessarily rely on 
TxDOT for funding, the work they do on 
major state roads in our area does help man-
age congestion,” said Craig Doyal, Mont-
gomery County Precinct 2 commissioner. 
“The longer the funding shortage goes 
unaddressed, the greater the burden on local 
forces to try to keep traffic flowing.”

Funding local projects
TxDOT, county precinct commissioner’s 

offices, cities and toll road authorities are 
among the entities that take on local road 
projects in Harris and Montgomery coun-
ties. It is not uncommon for organizations 
to collaborate on projects.

In Harris County Precinct 4—which 
includes the Tomball area—roughly $58.8 
million will be used to fund the capital 
improvement projects under construction 
or out to bid in 2013. 

TxDOT is contributing to the develop-
ment of a Changeable Lane Assignment 
Signal System at several intersections, which 
would allow the use of certain lanes to be 
adapted to maximize traffic flow. TxDOT is 
also helping with corridor improvements on 
T.C. Jester Boulevard and is collaborating on 
a project connecting West Greens Road to 
Cutten Road with a four-lane boulevard.

TxDOT projects in Montgomery County 
include widening portions of FM 2978 and 
FM 1774 to relieve traffic congestion. Doyal 
said these are the sorts of projects that may 
become less frequent with limited money.

“We do our best at the county level to keep 
up with what needs to be done and work 
with TxDOT on the preliminary parts of 
their projects, like purchasing right of way, 
when we can,” Doyal said.

Transportation 
Continued from | 1 Road projects around The Woodlands area are mainly handled by precinct commissioners in Harris 

County Precinct 4 and Montgomery County Precinct 2 with funding help from toll road authorities. 
However, the Texas Department of Transportation is looking at several significant projects on state 
roads FM 2978, FM 1488 and FM 1774.

Project Planned Project in Design Construction Underway
Projects in design have 

been funded and are being 
looked at by engineers. They 
include the widening of FM 
1774 and Hwy. 249 toll road. 
Costs listed are estimates.

Planned projects are 
projects where traffic studies 
are still being conducted. They 
include TxDOT’s widening of FM 
1488 and extension of Hwy. 249 
to Hwy. 6.

Construction has 
already begun on several projects 
in the area, including Harris 
County Precinct 4’s widening 
of Spring Cypress Road and 
Stuebner Airline Road.
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2920
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Hwy. 249 and Tomball area

Toll road 
  Led by HCTRA 
  Construction: Fall 2013 
  Cost: $335 million

Road widening 
  Led by HCP4 
  Completed Dec. 2013 
  Cost: $17.7 million

Road widening 
  Led by HCP4 
  Completed Aug. 2013  
  Cost: $3.1 million
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FM 2978 widening

Road widening 
  Led by TxDOT 
  Out to bid: 2015 
  Cost: $15.7 million

Road widening 
  Led by MCP2 
  Completion: 2014 
  Cost: $2.5 million

Road widening 
  Led by TxDOT 
  Completion: 2014 
  Cost: $4.19 million

Maps not to scale

road projects: funding and timetables

Source: TxDOT, Harris County Precinct 4, Montgomery County Precinct 2 & Harris County Toll Road Authority

Doyal also pointed out that new roads 
will almost exclusively have to be toll roads. 
With the first toll roads in Montgomery 
County under construction—two flyovers 
at Texas 242 and I-45—the Montgomery 
County Toll Road Authority will play a cru-
cial roll moving forward. 

“There are projects that are going to 
have to happen, and toll roads are our best 
method of funding them,” Doyal said.

In Harris County, the toll road authority 
already helps with road maintenance and 
county projects. Toll revenues have helped 
speed up project approvals for the county’s 
Public Infrastructure Department as well. 

Cost of inaction
Transportation Advocacy Group officials 

in the Houston region estimate the average 
driver in Houston spends $343 annually in 
additional repair costs, increased fuel con-
sumption and tire wear because of poorly 
maintained roads. The average driver in 
major metro areas spends about 37 hours 

every year not moving in traffic, which is 
projected to double to 74 hours by 2028 if 
funding issues are not properly addressed.

“I think we’re going to see a rise in the 
level of congestion and continued deterio-
ration of our pavement systems,” said Billy 
Cooke, chairman of TAG Houston. “I don’t 
think some of our representatives in Austin 
recognize how significant the problem is.”

TxDOT is funded through legislative 
appropriations, which can be raised through 
a variety of methods, including raising the 
vehicle registration tax and gas tax. TxDOT 
is also funded through bond issuances and 
occasionally from the federal government, 
officials said. 

The main proposal being considered in 
the state Legislature is House Joint Resolu-
tion 2, authored by Sen. Robert Nichols, 
R-Jacksonville, and Sen. Tommy Williams, 
R-The Woodlands. The resolution, if passed, 
would allow residents to vote in 2014 on a 
constitutional amendment transferring a 
portion of the severance taxes levied on oil 

and gas production from the rainy day fund 
to the state highway fund. The amendment 
would result in TxDOT seeing around $900 
million in additional funding each year.

Legislators voted on the resolution July 
28, toward the end of the second special ses-
sion, but it was 16 votes short of passing the 
house, prompting Gov. Rick Perry to call for 
a third special session with transportation 
funding as the only agenda item.

The additional funding set aside in HJR2 
would be a start, but not enough to address 
long-term funding issues at TxDOT, which 
will have a hard time working on new proj-
ects while simultaneously paying off bonds 
and maintaining existing infrastructure.

“We need to find a sustainable source 
of income for TxDOT moving forward,” 
Cooke said. “I do not think these proposals 
fully address the problem.”

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

 Complete Automotive & 
    Transmission Repair

 Preventative Maintenance 

 Air Conditioning 
    & Heating

 Extended Warranties

 Computer Diagnostics

www.milsteadautomotive.com • (281) 367-3535

“We’re your neighborhood 
auto repair shop and have been 

for 40 years”

50% OFF
diagnostics with any repair

A value of up to $150.
One coupon per customer, must present ad 
at time of service, cannot be combined with 

any other offer.

One coupon per customer, must present ad 
at time of service, cannot be combined with 

any other offer.

“Please take us up on this offer. We’d love to 
be your car care center.” -Amy Milstead

$25 OFF
any repair over $100
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featured Neighborhood
the Village of Cochran’s Crossing, the Woodlands - 77381

Number of Homes: 5,526

Square footage: 1,176–10,022

Home values: $139,900–$2,010,000

Amenities: Nature trails, YMCA and neighborhood pools 
and neighborhood parks.

Nearby attractions:  Bear Branch Sports Fields, 
Woodlands Recreation Center, Bear Branch Skate Park. 

Property taxes:

Conroe ISD 1.2900 
Montgomery County 0.4838 
The Woodlands Township 0.3173 
Montgomery County MUD 40 0.1500 
North Harris County Junior College 0.1198 
Montgomery County Hospital 0.0729

Total (per $100 value) 2.4338

REAl ESTATE

Homes on the market (As of June 2013)

featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (July 2012–June 2013)

No. of homes for sale 44

No. of homes under contract 52

Average days on the market 21.81

No. of homes sold 291

Square footage (low/high) 1,490 / 7,164

Selling price (low/high) $139,900 / $2,010,000

Woodlands pkwy. 
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4 Bedroom/3 Full, 0 Half Bath 3,722 sq. ft. 
Agent: Richard Foukles  281-363-2845
Houston International Realty

46 Candle Pine Place       $450,000

5 Bedroom/4 Full Bath, 2 Half 5,610 sq. ft.
Agent: Kathleen Merchant  281- 364-1588
Keller Williams Realty, The Woodlands

88 Hollymead Drive       $1,180,000

4 Bedroom/3 Full, 1 Half Bath 4,221 sq. ft. 
Agent: Jennifer Roltsch  281-367-3531
Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate – Gary Greene 

2 Windhaven Drive       $749,900

6 Bedroom/6 Full, 3 Half Bath 10,022 sq. ft.
Agent: Beth Ferester  281-363-2500
Coldwell Banker United, Realtors –The Woodlands

26 Palmer Crest       $2,550,000
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For more information on these listings call:
Haley Garcia
281.701.6174 heritagetexas.com

40 ButtonBush Ct.
The Woodlands | $449,000

104 Wind Ridge CiR.
The Woodlands | $685,000

Market Data provided by: 
Haley Garcia

Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

Market Data
Currently on the market  Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or under 3/9 1/36 — 1/155 16/57.81 26/40.58 14/63.86

$150,000–$199,999 3/42.33 4/12.5 — 7/51.14 20/40.65 60/65.67 10/46.9

$200,000–$299,999 12/21.33 14/16 26/30.19 26/28.54 19/72.37 55/67.11 33/33.64

$300,000–$399,999 12/58.67 26/34.35 27/24.19 13/39.85 16/90 47/70.21 33/52.64

$400,000–$499,999 5/14.2 11/67.55 14/41.07 9/19.89 4/13.75 13/58.69 24/53.83

$500,000–$599,999 1/56 8/35 7/64.43 2/44.5 — 9/70.78 23/70.26

$600,000–$799,999 11/94.11 8/28 14/54.43 6/52 — 13/82.15 22/122

$800,000–$999,999 4/163.5 5/28.2 20/77.7 1/78 1/7 5/208.8 21/100

$1 million + 7/141.06 9/108.56 40/139 — — 6/110.17 30/158

Number of homes sold/Average price

77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

June 2012 16/$409,414 72/$388,630 128/$435,335 29/$266,419 39/$169,384 84/$189,035 68/$325,763

June 2013 34/$360,464 84/$406,016 120/$515,663 34/$347,663 44/$201,223 142/$240,088 60/$326,291

May 2013 33/$472,942 72/$380,284 77/$521,814 27/$272,409 42/$187,725 118/$214,410 66/$345,781

April 2013 38/$334,617 58/$386,690 75/$499,707 26/$328,271 31/$197,849 81/$215,426 64/$286,897

March 2013 15/$534,360 47/$321,267 55/$430,845 25/$282,939 30/$152,556 58/$163,885 52/$360,495

Feb. 2013 9/$185,717 23/$398,141 27/$449,372 8/$285,907 17/$151,599 38/$169,463 32/$298,731

Jan. 2013 12/$363,158 23/$388,570 31/$638,992 8/$227,217 14/$140,108 30/$182,901 25/$259,463

Dec. 2012 22/$523,428 44/$408,896 53/$438,843 15/$260,809 26/$173,668 53/$186,862 57/$427,633


