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Business-friendly climate 
encourages entrepreneurs

Small businesses propser amid 
Woodlands corporate growth

Shenandoah, The Woodlands 
planning new facilities

New projects 
signal need for 
more hotels

The Hyatt Place hotel, at the intersection of Grogan’s Mill Drive and Research Forest Drive, will open in 2014.

By Matt Stephens
Significant increases in hotel occupancy 

tax revenue and planned construction of 
several new hotels in The Woodlands and 
Shenandoah are signaling a boom in the local 
hotel industry. 

The increased demand for hotel stays in the 
community also highlights a lack of inven-
tory of available hotel rooms. 

“For hotels during the middle of the week, 
you could probably ask a lot of businesses or 
corporations around here if they need more 
hotels and they’d say, ‘Yes,’” said Nick Wolda, 
president of The Woodlands Conventions 
and Visitor’s Bureau.  “Hotels are usually sold 
out Monday nights, Tuesday nights and even 
on some Wednesday nights.”

The Woodlands’ hotel occupancy tax reve-
nue rose 13.5 percent from January through 
April compared to the same four months of 

By Brian Walzel
Local financial lenders have 

given out more than $30 million 
in loans to entrepreneurs to start 
up small business in The Wood-
lands since 2010, according to 
the U.S. Small Business Associa-
tion. Whether it is donut shops, 
dentists, vet clinics, restaurants 
or energy support companies, 
small businesses are finding fer-
tile ground in south Montgom-
ery County.

Efforts to ensure The Wood-
lands offers a diverse blend in its 
small business climate are not 
only being made by local entre-
preneurs, but also by a host of 
entities that have helped establish 

Manuel Gonzalez, director of the 
Houston District of the SBA.

“[Lending] terms have 
become more favorable,” Gon-
zalez said. “When Wall Street 
almost crashed, the money got 
so tight, the banks were not lend-
ing. Now the money is flowing 
again, and I guess everybody is 
feeling better about themselves 

2012, while Shenandoah’s hotel occupancy 
tax revenue increased 18.7 percent for the 
fiscal year-to-date through June compared 
with 2012. 

The two communities have eight possible 
hotel projects on the horizon, which are 
expected to add hundreds of hotel rooms to 
the area over the next several years. Mean-
while, Oak Ridge North has begun discus-
sions regarding construction of the city’s first 
hotel. 

New hotels
The Woodlands has 11 hotels within its 

limits with about 1,500 available rooms. The 
planned $60 million renovation to The Wood-
lands Resort and Convention Center will add 
184 rooms to the hotel, while construction of 
the Hyatt Place Hotel at Research Forest Drive 
and Grogan’s Mill Road should bring 150 
guest rooms and 6,000 square feet of meeting 
space to The Woodlands, he said. Both should 
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See Hotels | 38

See Small business | 40

the community as a leader in 
small business development. 

Among those that help locate, 
assist and maintain small busi-
nesses are The Woodlands 
Development Company, The 
Woodlands Area Chamber of 
Commerce, the Lone Star Col-
lege Small Business Develop-
ment Center and the Woodlands 
Area Economic Development 
Partnership.

“The very large companies 
that we have here grab the head-
lines, so you don’t hear so much 
from the small businesses, which 
is the majority of our compa-
nies,” said Gil Staley, CEO of 
The Woodlands Area Economic 
Development Partnership. 

According to the EDP, the 
average number of employees at a 

Woodlands business is seven. 
“That tells a story in itself,” 

Staley said.  “Small business 
does have a big presence in our 
community.”

Small business economics
Among the reasons for the 

robust climate are an improved 
economy and banks being more 
willing to dole out loans, said 

Small Businesses in The Woodlands

2,036 
Total   

business

1-4 employees: 57%
5-9 employees: 21%
10-19 employees: 11%
20-49 employees: 7%
50-99 employees: 2%
100-249 employees: 1%
250-499 employees: .03%
500-999 employees: .02%
1,000-4,999 employees: .01%

Source: US Reference
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Artist’s Rendering of Hughes Landing on Lake Woodlands

We have an offi ce with your name on it.
Premier Class A Offi ce 
Building in a One-of-a-Kind 
Lakeside Setting 

This new Class A, 8-story, 197,000- 

square-foot offi ce building is located 

in Hughes Landing on Lake Woodlands, 

a 66-acre mixed-use development 

planned to include up to 11 offi ce 

buildings complemented by retail and 

entertainment venues, restaurants, a 

hotel and multi-family residences.
Opening September 2013
 ONE HUGHES LANDING

For more information about One Hughes Landing, contact:
Norman V. Munoz 713-830-2136  |  Robert S. Parsley 713-830-2121

Where Business Lives Well
www.TheWoodlands-Commercial.com
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The Weight  
is Over.

According to the World Health Organization, there are a number 

of common health issues associated with being overweight,  

including cardiovascular disease, diabetes, musculoskeletal  

disorders and some cancers. The good news is there is hope  

for those who have been unable to achieve long-term weight  

loss through diet and exercise.

St. Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital offers a unique,  

comprehensive Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery Program,  

which features:

n	Experienced board-certified surgeons

n	The latest minimally-invasive bariatric  
 surgery techniques

n	Pre-surgery training assessments to determine 
 post-surgery workouts and training options

n	Free informational sessions

n	Post-surgery support groups

Weight Loss surgery 
Available at St. Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital

To schedule your complimentary information  
session, contact our Bariatric Coordinator  

at 936-266-2279.

17200 St. Luke’s Way  |   The Woodlands, TX 77384   |   StLukesWoodlands.com   |        /StLukesTheWoodlandsHospital   |        @StLukes_SLWH
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Over the years a busi-
ness or leisurely trip to 
Houston would typically 
include a visit to the 
Galleria as a “must-see” 
because of its 2.5 million 
square feet of distinctive 
shopping, dining, hospi-
tality and entertainment 
attractions.

The Woodlands now 
has more than three 
times the leisure-ori-

ented and entertainment square footage of the Galleria. 
Meanwhile, we are seeing our hometown become the 
primary tourist attraction in the Greater Houston area.

Our area is considered one of the finest hotel commu-
nities in the country with more than 18 hotels through-
out The Woodlands and Shenandoah. Several more are 
planned, with Oak Ridge North hoping to open its first 
hotel as well.

The Woodlands is going through its most important 
transition in the 40 years of its existence. It has emerged 
as the second Energy Corridor in Houston as well as 
the home of numerous major corporations. Throughout 
this major corporate growth has been a continuation of 
growth in small businesses.

This issue gives an in-depth look at the booming hotel 
and small business sectors of The Woodlands, as well 
as an update on an important transportation project at 
I-45. 

Be sure and visit our website at  
www.impactnews.com for up-to-date news on local 
hotels and small businesses. You can also follow us 
on Twitter at @impactnews_wdl and on Facebook at 
impactnews.com/wdl-facebook.

©2013 JG MEDiA, ALL RiGHTS RESERvED. NO REpRODUcTiON Of ANy pORTiON 
Of THiS iSSUE iS ALLOWED WiTHOUT WRiTTEN pERMiSSiON fROM THE pUBLiSHER.
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take the poll last month’s poll results

What types of small businesses do you 
visit or use the most?

  Restaurants

  Retail

  Service-oriented

  corporate businesses

  Other

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

What areas of improvements or 
changes do you think need to be 
made through the Oak Ridge North 
Comprehensive Plan?
Mobility along Robinson Road 

  63.64% 
creation of a town center

  15.91% 
More business development 

  11.36% 
Water and sewer system improvements

  5.68%
More city parks

  3.41%
 Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected June 13–July 1.

Although The Woodlands has garnered much attention for 
attracting high-profile corporations, the success of its small 
businesses have played a significant role in the community’s 
economic climate. This month, Community Impact Newspaper 
examines the role of small businesses and the institutions avail-
able to help them succeed. 

in our June edition, Community Impact Newspaper reported 
on the city of Oak Ridge North’s efforts to adopt and imple-
ment a comprehensive plan. The plan sets short-term and 
long-term development goals for the city, including mobility 
and transportation improvements. We asked readers what 
areas of Oak Ridge North needed focus.
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creekside forest Dr. 

Now Open

1  BB&T (Branch, Banking and 
Trust) Bank opened June 24 at 1640 
Lake Woodlands Drive. BB&T is the 
nation’s ninth-largest financial holding 
company, providing its clients with both 
business and consumer banking, lending, 
insurance, investment and other financial 
solutions. www.bbt.com

2  Sola Salon Studios opened at the end 
of April in the Sam Moon Center, 17947 

I-45 S., Ste. 226, Shenandoah. The business 
offers 27 individual, fully furnished 
salon studios with a variety of amenities, 
including hydraulic chairs, shampoo 
bowls, styling areas with mirrors, cabinets, 
fixtures and retail display shelving for 
products. 832-530-4415.  
www.solasalonstudios.com

3  Chef Henry Zhu opened Atsumi Asian 
Kitchen and Sushi Bar at 3335 College 
Park Drive, Ste. 800. The restaurant serves 
Asian dishes such as edamame, egg rolls, 

wonton soup, chicken lo mein, Hunan 
style jumbo shrimp and General Tso’s 
chicken. 936-242-0044.  
www.atsumiusa.com 

4  Rio Health & Wellness opened 
March 4 at 440 Rayford Road, Ste. 125, 
Spring. The business offers rehabilitation 
and physical therapy treatment services, 
including structured exercises, joint 
mobilization, reconditioning, and sport 
and massage therapy to treat conditions, 
such as arthritis, carpal tunnel, and neck, 
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back and muscular pain. The company 
accepts health insurance, Medicare, and 
work injury and accident compensation. 
281-719-0401. www.riohealthwellness.com 

5  Chef Mart Restaurant Supplies 
opened at 19445 I-45 S. in mid-May. The 
company offers a variety of restaurant 
supplies, including bakery and catering 
items, cooking equipment, such as broilers, 
convection ovens and fryers, various pieces 
of storage and shelving and uniforms.  
832-813-8888. www.chefmart.net 
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Barbara May Corey KingRoss Foldetta
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Village Dry Cleaners will open a new Woodlands 
location in the Creekside Park Village Center.

10

6  The Memorial Hermann Medical 
Group has opened a location in the 
Sterling Ridge Village Center, at 10333 
Kuykendahl Road, Ste. D. The new medical 
facility will be led by board-certified family 
medicine physician Dr. Neha Shah. The 
facility welcomes patients of all ages.  
713-897-7244.  
www.mhmg.memorialhermann.org 

7  First Community Credit Union 
opened its first branch June 1 in The 
Woodlands. The facility is located inside 
the H-E-B at 3601 FM 1488 at Kuykendahl 
in the Indian Springs Village Center. The 
branch provides a full line of e-services, 
including mobile deposits and text alerts. 
281-856-5300. www.fccu.org

Coming Soon

8  Sears Hometown Store is expected to 
open a 9,000-square-foot home appliance 
showroom Aug. 5 at 26914 I-45 N., Oak 
Ridge North. The company sells a variety 
of products for homes, automobiles, 
children, beauty, health, electronics, lawns, 
gardens and outdoor living.  
www.searshometownstores.com

9  Energy Training Solutions has broken 
ground on a new 10,000-square-foot 
training facility at 1146 Rayford Road in 
The Woodlands. Construction has begun 
on the facility with a potential opening 
date in early fall. The facility will provide 
training and continuing education courses 
on the various topics key in the oil and gas 
industry. The training facility will include 
classrooms, state-of-the-art flow and tank 
measurement labs and an analytical/
instrument lab. 281-783-5265.  
www.energytrainingsolutions.com

10  Mills Interest Inc. signed a lease 
agreement for Creekside Village Dry 
Cleaners to open in early 2014 at the 
100-acre Creekside Park Village Center 
under construction on Kuykendahl Road 
between Creekside Forest Drive and 
Creekside Green Drive. The business will 
provide professional dry cleaning, laundry, 
heirlooming, alterations and shoe services. 

11  Chris and Angie Anton are slated to 
open Dentistry of Creekside Park in early 
2014 at the 100-acre Creekside Park Village 
Center under construction on Kuykendahl 
Road between Creekside Forest Drive and 
Creekside Green Drive. 

12  Fielding’s Culinary Group is 
scheduled to open in the coming months 
at 1699 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 130. The 
food service business provides natural and 
handcrafted foods. 

13  Offering a passion for bicycles and 
healthy living, Bernardo Davids will 
open Cycles TX the first week of August 
at 1501 Lake Robbins Drive, Ste. 160. 
The business sells items ranging from 

kids’ bikes to high-end bikes as well as 
clothing, shoes and helmets. The company 
offers an assortment of brands like Giant 
and European items, such as Colnago, 
Pinarello, BMC, Look and Ridley.  
www.cyclestx.com

Relocations

14  Angel’s Divine Flowers relocated 
May 15 from 4522 FM 1660 Road E. to 
1726 Rayford Road, Spring, after more 
than eight years of business. The shop is 
family owned and makes assorted flower 
and balloon arrangements and bouquets 
for a variety of occasions, including 
weddings, sweet 16 birthdays, graduations, 
anniversaries and funerals. 281-419-1664. 
www.angelsdivineflowers.com

15  Owner Chris Campbell relocated 
Bello Domani Outdoor Design April 1 
from 24624 Budde Road, Spring, to 26402 
I-45 N., Spring. The business offers an 
opportunity for customers to design a 
distinctive pool with a digital 3D model of 
the property, along with a detailed scaling 
of pools, spas, landscaping, summer 
kitchens and decks. The company has an 
array of services, including the installation 
of custom pools and spas, decks and 
patios, fire pits, various walkway materials, 
landscaping, outdoor lighting and 
irrigation and drainage systems.  
281-378-5233. www.bellodomani.com

16  The Woodlands branch office of 
Charles Schwab & Co. Inc. relocated July 
1 to 24 Waterway Ave., Ste. 150 from 10003 
Woodloch Forest Drive, Ste. 125. The full-
service brokerage firm continues to offer 
investment advice, financial planning, 
retirement guidance and other brokerage 
services. 281-362-2217.  
www.schwab.com 

17  Mama J’s BBQ & Grill relocated 
June 14 from 3091 College Park Drive, 
Ste. 280 to a new location at 26710 I-45 
N. The restaurant serves salads, soups, 
burgers, specialty sandwiches, desserts 
and traditional barbecue staples, including 
brisket, chopped beef, sausage, pulled pork, 
chicken and ribs. Mama J’s offers dine-in, 
takeout and catering options, as well as live 
music and special events on site.  
www.mamajsbbq.com 

Anniversary

18  Owner Karen Roberts is celebrating 
the first anniversary of Kidville at 4747 
Research Forest Drive. The 4,600-square-
foot facility provides a safe environment 
for children and offers creative 
developmental programs and classes in 
subjects such as music, dance, art, gym and 
science for children up to age 6. The venue 
hosts birthday parties, special events and 
camp programs with extended activities 
during the summer. 281-651-5403.  
www.kidville.com/thewoodlands 

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
E-mail wdl@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Brian Walzel and Liza Winkler

Angel’s Divine Flowers has moved to a new loca-
tion at 1726 Rayford Road in Spring.

14

Mama J’s BBQ and Grill has relocated from its 
original space on Hwy. 242 to 26710 I-45 N.

17

Kidville, located at 4747 Research Forest Drive, is 
celebrating its first anniversary this month.

18

Scheduled for an Aug. 5 opening, Sears Home-
town Store will be located at 26914 I-45 N.

8

281-364-9799
1640 Lake Woodlands Dr.

www.WoodlandsRugGallery.com

Heirloom Rugs Crafted for
Future Generations

Expert Cleaning & Repair 

 Call Today for Pricing, Pick-up
& Delivery Options

WHERE SERVICE IS AN
everyday affair

Massive Moving Sale
Up to 50% OFF! 

Shop Early for Best Selection!
Sale Ends July 31st
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South County communities issue 
water restrictions as usage climbs
By Matt Stephens 

The Woodlands and Oak Ridge North 
have both issued mandatory water 
restrictions as the region approaches the 
hottest, driest summer months and water 
usage inevitably climbs. 

The city of Oak Ridge North issued 
mandatory restrictions June 24 a few 
weeks after the city’s Water Well No. 3 
went out of service. City Manager Vicky 
Rudy said the pump failed. It was slow-
ing down and pieces were falling off. 
Replacing the pump could cost $265,000-
$270,000 and may not be completed until 
August or September, leaving the city 
without one of its two primary pumps 
for the majority of the summer. 

By implementing mandatory restric-
tions, Oak Ridge North can fine viola-
tors of the city’s odd-and-even watering 
schedule up to $2,000 per violation. The 
city also agreed to issue a surcharge to 
water users who use more than the fam-
ily average of 10,000 gallons per month. 
Residents will be charged $5 per 1,000 
gallons for every 1,000 gallons of water 
used over 10,000 gallons. 

“If you use more than 10,000 gallons a 
month, your water bill is going to go up 
substantially,” Mayor Jim Kuykendall said. 
“If you’re wasting water, you’re going to 
have to pay for it until this crisis is over.”

With Water Well No. 2 pumping at 
capacity and likely unable to deal with 
the demand of the summer months, the 
city also agreed to use interconnected 
pipeline with the South Montgomery 
County Municipal Utility District. By 
opening the valve, the city’s water system 
will automatically borrow water from the 
MUD whenever the pressure provided by 
water users is greater than that provided 
by the city’s wells. 

Susan Cates, economic development 
coordinator for Oak Ridge North, said 
the MUD has not decided how to charge 
the city for the borrowed water, but it 

may simply request the city provide 
water in return once Well No. 3 becomes 
operational again. 

The Woodlands also faces mandatory 
restrictions. Jim Stinson, CEO of The 
Woodlands Joint Powers Agency, said 
a mandatory odd-and-even watering 
policy was approved in January, but the 
Municipal Utility Districts agreed to not 
enforce any fines until June 1. 

The plan enforces surcharges for 
watering outside of the defined schedule, 
although only warnings had been issued 
as of mid-June.  

“One of the primary factors [in imple-
menting restrictions] is waste,” Stin-
son said. “We’ve got master gardeners, 
professional landscapers, professional turf 
growers telling us that native or local turf 
grasses require much less water than what 
we’re seeing our residents apply. During 
the hottest, driest conditions, one inch a 
week is adequate for a healthy lawn.”

About 465 million gallons of water 
were pumped in April in The Wood-
lands, Stinson said, down 21 percent 
from April 2012. May water usage 
was 593 million gallons, a 22 percent 
month-over-month decrease from 
2012. Although June numbers were not 
available as of press time, Stinson said 
the peak day was 25.5 million gallons 
pumped through mid-June. 

Stinson attributed the decrease in water 
usage to the rainfall and cooler tempera-
tures in spring, but also to the restrictions. 

He said water usage averages about 
24 million gallons on watering days and 
about 18 million gallons on non-water-
ing days. 

“We know there are still those who 
have not embraced the program, and we 
hope to reach those folks and educate 
them and get them to understand the 
benefits of following this plan,” he said. 
“Watering less often encourages deeper 
root growth, which develops a healthier 

COMMuNITy

The Woodlands Municipal Utility Districts and The Woodlands Joint powers 
Agency adopted mandatory watering restrictions in January, which they 
began enforcing June 1 after an implementation period. 

odd-numbered addresses: Watering permitted from 8 p.m. on fridays to 
4 a.m. on Saturdays, and 8 p.m. on Tuesdays to 4 a.m. on Wednesdays 

even-numbered addresses: Watering permitted from 8 p.m. on Saturdays 
to 4 a.m. on Sundays, and 8 p.m. on Wednesdays to 4 a.m. on Thursdays 

surcharges: Within a 12-month period, the first violation receives a 
warning; the second receives a $50 surcharge; the third receives a $100 
surcharge and each subsequent violation receives a $200 surcharge. 

other irrigation: Hose end sprinklers are allowed at any time. 

for more information, visit www.wjpa.net.  

ThE WOODlANDS Water Restrictions

OAk RIDGE NORTh Water Restrictions

The city of Oak Ridge North implemented mandatory watering restrictions in 
June following the loss of Water Well No. 3. The city also agreed to borrow 
water from the South Montgomery county MUD. 

odd-numbered addresses: Watering permitted on Saturdays and 
Wednesdays

even-numbered addresses: Watering permitted on Sundays and 
Thursdays

other irrigation: Hose end sprinklers are allowed at any time. 

surcharges: violators of the restrictions could be charged up to $2,000 per 
violation.

over usage: Water users who use more than 10,000 gallons per month will 
be charged $5 per 1,000 gallons over 10,000 gallons. The fee will remain in 
place until Water Well No. 3 is operational.  

Time restrictions: Watering not allowed from 10 a.m.—8 p.m. 

for more information, visit www.oakridgenorth.com.

turf.”
Although residents are already under 

mandatory restrictions, Stinson said, the 
Drought Contingency Plan could enforce 
harsher restrictions if certain criteria are 
met. If water usage approaches 85 per-
cent of capacity, Stinson said, the MUDs 
can restrict watering to one day a week. 
The number of operational water wells 
can also affect that capacity percentage, 
he said. 

He could not make a prediction on the 
weather or possible future restrictions, 
but Stinson said he is pleased with what 
he is seeing.

Shenandoah City Administrator Greg 
Smith said he is also encouraged with 
his community’s water system and usage 

heading into the peak summer months. 
Smith said the community is not close to 
the capacity of its three wells, which pump 
about 2,800 gallons of water per minute. 

The city’s water system has not had to 
implement restrictions in recent years, 
not even during the 2011 drought. 

“Our water system has been robust 
enough to handle the pumpage without 
any restrictions,” Smith said. “Now, 
anything can happen. As we’re speak-
ing here today, we could have a well go 
down, and we could be implementing 
water restrictions tomorrow.”
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   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com
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It’s an exciting time in The Woodlands for the Commercial Real Estate markets as we 

swing into summer. Along with the rising mercury, construction continues to heat up in 

the area at a fast pace. The Woodlands Development Company has leased close to 100 

percent of its approximately 200,000-square-foot building, One Hughes Landing, and 

has quickly broken ground on their next Class “A” o�  ce asset.  Across Lake Woodlands, 

Research Forest Lakeside continues to make headway on Repsol USA’s approximately 

200,000-square-foot building, which will deliver in late Spring 2014. The infl ux of 

high-quality, multinational tenants into The Woodlands is nothing short of astounding, 

although for longtime area tenants of the area this has caused increases in rent. 

Class “A” o�  ce vacancy still hovers at 1-2 percent, one of the strongest rates in the 

country. We expect this to continue well into 2014. With Class “A” rates averaging $40 

per square foot per year gross, new Class “B+” construction around $30 per square foot 

per year should provide tenants with a new but more cost-conscious alternative to The 

Waterway and Lake Woodlands. Several Class “B+” assets are coming online in 2014 and 

should alleviate the current 6–7 percent vacancy in that market. As these new options 

become available in the Sawdust Road corridor, and the Budde Road and Northgate 

areas top out, Class “B” rates for older buildings remain fl at, currently hovering in the 

$25–$26 per square foot per year gross range, and we may see a slight decrease to 

the $23–$24 per square foot range over the next 12 to 14 months. These Class “B” 

buildings have experienced a major rent push as Class “A” development has dominated 

construction and leasing the past 24 months. This has forced Class “B” (and some Class 

“A”) tenants into historically “value” o�  ce buildings at higher than usual rates. For the 

able and patient tenant, we recommend forming strategies 12 to 14 months in advance 

to assess market conditions and rent concerns.

We would be remiss not to mention the new ExxonMobil development just south of The Woodlands, soon to be the largest construction project in North America. With 

a planned 7 million square feet, the fi rst phase is set to deliver next year. In Springwoods Village, just south of the ExxonMobil development, Southwestern Energy has 

purchased a 26.5-acre site to build their new approximately 

515,000-square-foot campus, giving Coventry Development 

its fi rst major Class “A” o�  ce user for the master-planned 

community. In the immediate periphery, we are seeing 

existing retail and industrial projects sold for land value well 

into the mid-teens and approaching the $20 per square foot 

for redevelopment of Class “A” o�  ce space. As longtime 

residents of The Woodlands, we cannot remember a more 

active and focused time for real estate developers.  

For all your commercial real estate needs, The J. Beard 

Real Estate Company is here to point you in the right 

direction. Please contact our team of qualifi ed 

professionals at 281-367-2220 or visit our website at 

www.jbeardcompany.com to view our current listings.

Construction Heats Up This Summer 
By: Josh Feinberg and Tim Maczko, The J. Beard Real Estate Company

P A I D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Je�  Beard, CCIM
President

INSIGHT.
LEADERSHIP.
EXPERTISE.

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

Josh Feinberg

Tim Maczko

Commercial Real 
Estate Leaders

LANDLORD & TENANT 
REPRESENTATION

SITE ACQUISITION

SALES & LEASING

REAL ESTATE CONSULTING

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ONE HUGHES LANDING
 THE WOODLANDS

EXXONMOBIL 
THE WOODLANDS
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Harris County commissioners call for 
further study of Astrodome proposal
By Marie Leonard

A plan to rehabilitate the aging 
Astrodome was formally presented to 
Harris County commissioners June 25, 
who unanimously decided to send the 
proposal to three county departments for 
further review. 

The $194 million proposal will be sent 
to the budget office for a financial analy-
sis, and the county attorney’s office will 
study the legality and potential timing 
of what deadlines would need to be met 
to place the item on a potential ballot for 
public approval. 

“If there is a bond, there will be a tax,” 
County Judge Ed Emmett said. “Everybody 
needs to understand that, but the level of 
that tax right now is still undetermined.”

Dubbed as the “New Dome Experi-
ence,” the proposal does not call for 
demolishing the nearly 50-year-old facil-
ity, but instead reinvents the Astrodome 
as a gathering place for community and 
sporting events, festivals and conferences 
at Reliant Park. 

Additionally, the Houston Livestock 
Show and Rodeo would be able to use 
the new space to bring several outdoor 
activities inside. 

“What we want the Dome to become 
for major events at Reliant Park is the 
front door,” said Mark Miller, general 
manager for Reliant Park. “We want 
everybody to go to the Super Bowl 
through the Astrodome. We want every-
one to go to the Final Four through the 
Astrodome. It’s where you’ll come and 
get greeted, and you’ll have a great fan 
experience on your way to the game.” 

The proposal involves clearing 
the interior of the Dome to create a 
350,000-square-foot event space, raising 
the floor to street level, adding glass at the 
four compass points and creating a signa-
ture entry at the southern compass point. 

Outside the Astrodome, the ramp 
towers and ticket buildings would be 
removed, and an exterior streetscape and 
green space would be created, making 
room for larger events. 

“What we’re trying to create all the 
way around the base of the Dome is a 
really inviting, green plaza with food 
opportunities and restroom opportuni-
ties,” Miller said. “We want to get our 
events from being in the parking lot to a 
really amazing event space outside and 
around the perimeter of the Dome.”
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Several Harris County departments are studying a proposal that would clear the interior of the Astrodome 
and turn the facility into a 350,000-square-foot space for large events. 

Source: Harris county Sports and convention corporation

Inside:

•	Remove interior seating structures
•	Raise event floor to street level
•	Add glass at four compass points
•	Add signature entry at southern point
•	install energy efficient building systems
•	consider sustainability initiatives
•	Add centralized event command post
•	features to facilitate emergency operations 

Outside:
•	Refresh the exterior
•	Eliminate exterior ramp towers, ticket build-

ings, ramps, substation and high voltage 
transmission lines and poles

•	Add green spaces and shade
•	Add utilities for outdoor events
•	create an exterior streetscape at the base of 

the Dome

The New Dome Experience

The Astrodome proposal put forth by the Harris county Sports and convention corporation calls 
for several changes to repurpose the facility.

Enjoy Up to $5,000 to Personalize Your New David Weekley Home
in Auburn Lakes or Liberty Branch in Creekside

•	 Home to Willow Creek Golf Club, a championship 
course and private tennis club with twelve courts

•	 Large, wooded homesites plus miles of greenbelt trails
•	 Community center with swimming pool, splash pad, 

playground, fitness center and clubhouse
•	 Highly acclaimed Klein ISD Schools
•	 Close proximity to shopping, dining and entertainment 

in The Woodlands

•	 Spacious 60-, 65-, 75- and 90-foot homesites, 
 and 60-foot alley loaded homesites
•	 Two parks within walking distance, walking trails and  

public green spaces
•	 Water amenities and tree-lined boulevards
•	 Village Center within one mile
•	 Located in the heart of The Woodlands
•	 Near	the	future	ExxonMobil	campus

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for complete details. Not valid with any other offer or previously written contracts. $5,000 Decorator Allowance offer only valid for Homebuyers who purchase a David 
Weekley home in the Houston communities of Auburn Lakes and Liberty Branch in Creekside between July 2, 2013, and August 15, 2013. Offer must be presented to Sales Consultant prior to signing of contract. 
Decorator Selections must be made through the David Weekley Homes’ Design Center in Houston, TX. Homebuyer must pay for any Decorator Selections in excess of the incentive amount. David Weekley Homes 
reserves the right to terminate program or change rules at any time. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials or availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or 
obligation. Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2013 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved. Houston, TX (HOUA51779)

Liberty Branch in Creekside
281-249-7790

98 W. Sawyer Branch Blvd. 
The Woodlands, TX 77389

Auburn Lakes
281 249-7715 

6806 Auburn Sands Drive 
Spring, TX 77389

$544,279
The Huntsburg

5 Bedrooms, 4 Full Baths
6814 Crimson Grove Dr.

Ready Now!
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Construction begins on next Hughes 
Landing office building
By Matt Stephens 

Construction began in June on Two 
Hughes Landing, the second Class A 
office development located within the 
66-acre Hughes Landing development on 
the northeast shore of Lake Woodlands. 

The 197,000-square-foot, eight-story 
office building will be similar in design 
to One Hughes Landing and is scheduled 
for completion in spring 2014. The office 
building is the second of as many as 11 
office buildings which could be con-
structed at Hughes Landing, a develop-
ment that will feature restaurants, enter-
tainment, a specialty grocer, fitness center 
and up to 800 multi-family residences. 

Alex Sutton, co-president of The Wood-
lands Development Company, said strong 
demand drove the developer’s decision to 
begin construction on the second build-
ing. One Hughes Landing is scheduled 
for occupancy in September upon the 
building’s completion and is at least 55-60 
percent leased, according to the Develop-
ment Company. 

“Demand is strong for this kind of 
Class A office [space],” Sutton said. 
“[Hughes Landing] is a high-quality, pres-
tigious office environment where people 

want to be. It’s a great location, and it’s 
got a lot of amenities located within the 
mixed-used part of it.”

Layne Christensen will occupy the top 
two floors—about 51,200 square feet—of 
One Hughes Landing, while PetroQuest 
Energy, Summit Midstream, Wells 
Fargo Bank and Post Oak Bank will also 
occupy space. 

Sutton believes the strong economy in 
The Woodlands and success of the local 
oil and gas industry are driving factors 
in Hughes Landing’s demand. Although 
no tenants have been announced for 
Two Hughes Landing, he said businesses 
showing interest are primarily within the 
energy and service sectors.  

Colliers International co-chairman Bob 
Parsley, who handles office leasing for the 
Development Company with Senior Vice 
President Norm Munoz, said Colliers 
is negotiating with tenants to fill One 
Hughes Landing to nearly 90 percent. He 
said Colliers has already begun discus-
sions with several possible tenants for 
Two Hughes Landing, which could begin 
occupancy in May 2014. 

“We already have a significant demand 
for Two Hughes Landing,” Parsley said. 
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An artist’s rendering shows Two Hughes Landing, an office building planned for completion in spring 2014. 

“And we would anticipate that, over 
the next couple of months, we will have 
significant interest and leases signed for a 
good portion of that building.”

He said design has already begun on 
the third office building, which could be 
12 stories and occupy as much as 300,000 
square feet. Parsley said there has even 
been interest in corporations requesting 
a “build to suit,” in which the Develop-
ment Company would construct an entire 
building for a single company. 

“We’ve had conversations with sev-
eral companies regarding build to suit 
throughout The Woodlands, and obvi-
ously Hughes Landing would be an 
opportunity to be on Lake Woodlands in 
a mixed-use development,” Parsley said. 

With office space development well 
underway, Sutton said, other pieces of 
Hughes Landing could begin to take 
shape over the next few months. He said 
construction on the residential portion of 
the development could begin in the third 
quarter of 2013, as could the section that 
will house as many as six restaurants. 

Although Sutton could not confirm 
names, he said one restaurant has already 
signed and three others are in negotia-
tions with the Development Company. 

“Hughes Landing is a great mixed-use 
development,” he said. “It’s being well 
received in the retail market and res-
taurant market. I’m sure it will be well 
received from residential, and it’s well 
received from office [development].”

Family Practice
Sabari Sundarraj, MD  
33300 Egypt Lane
Suite A400 
Magnolia, TX 77354 
936-266-4440

Obstetrics & Gynecology
Sara Gibson, MD 
Terri Scott, MD 
Ferenc Markos, MD  
John Williams, DO
17198 St. Luke’s Way 
Suite 440  
The Woodlands, TX 77384 
936-266-2500

Orthopedic Surgery 
Clay Fisher, MD 
17450 St. Luke’s Way 
Suite 340  
The Woodlands TX 77384 
936-266-2650

Otolaryngology (ENT) 
Michael Briscoe, Jr., MD
17350 St. Luke’s Way 
Suite 310  
The Woodlands TX 77384 
936-266-2630

 Faithful, Loving Care®

StLukesWoodlandsDoctorGroup.com
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4c  Double
your 

 interest rate discount now

Keep more of your money with a double interest rate discount.
For a limited time, checking package customers receive twice the standard interest rate discount on new loans and lines of 
credit. Call 1‑800‑TO‑WELLS, click wellsfargo. com/ doublediscount, or stop by your local Wells Fargo by September 30th 
and have a conversation with a banker today. Because spending less on a loan means keeping more money in your wallet.

Offer details: 
•  Eligible customers receive interest rate discounts of either 0.50% or 1% on  

new loans and lines of credit
•  Double discount is applied for the life of the new loan or line of credit 
•   Rate discount will be applied automatically
•  Promotion ends September 30, 2013

For more information, visit wellsfargo.com/doublediscount

Auto Loans | Personal Lines and Loans | Student Loans

Double Discount offer of promotional rate discounts at twice the standard relationship rate discount on new credit applications for qualified products submitted 7/1/2013 through 9/30/2013 with an 
accompanying PMA® Package or Wells Fargo Checking Package®. Additional restrictions, limitations and exclusions may apply; please contact a Wells Fargo banker for further details. Offers may be modified 
or withdrawn at any time without notice and may not be transferable. Terms and conditions of accounts, products, programs, and services are subject to change. All applications are subject to approval. 
Printed materials expire 9/30/13.
© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. NMLSR ID 399801 (985562_08927)
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County starts work on 242 flyovers
By Brian Walzel 

Construction has begun on the two 
direct-connect flyovers at I-45 and Hwy. 
242, a $34 million project aimed at 
alleviating traffic congestion along both 
thoroughfares. The project includes a 
north-to-westbound flyover from I-45 
to Hwy. 242 and an east-to-southbound 
direct connector from Hwy. 242 to I-45.

“I think the direct connectors are criti-
cal to the movement of traffic at those 
intersections,” Montgomery County Pre-
cinct 2 Commissioner Craig Doyal said. 
“Traffic backs up from I-45 northbound 
to 242 westbound for a long way.”

Doyal said construction began in May 
and the project is facing an 18-month 
timeframe, with an expected completion 
in November of 2014. The first phases of 
construction are bridge foundations.

Rick Kronenberger, project manager 
for PTP Transportation—the consult-
ing firm hired by Montgomery County 
to oversee the project—said lanes on the 
northbound and southbound feeder roads 
just south of Hwy. 242 have been closed as 
construction has begun.

Kronenberger said future lane clo-
sures are likely as the project progresses, 
although the closures will be made during 
times with the least impact on traffic.

“There will be times coming up, several 
months into the future on the north-
bound frontage road, where there will 
be nighttime work, and crews will close 
down additional lanes to build columns 
that extend out,” he said. “We’re doing 
everything we can to limit the impacts.”

The Hwy. 242 direct connect project 
is the final project of the county’s pass-
through bond program voters approved in 
2005, and it will be the only one of the six 
that will operate exclusively as a toll road.

As part of the pass-through funding 
program, the county paid for and con-
structed widenings or new roadways on 
FM 1488, FM 1314, FM 1485 and FM 
1484. For those roadways, the county was 
reimbursed by the Texas Department of 
Transportation over time for the cost of 
the project, Doyal said.

The county is paying the $34 million 
cost to construct the Hwy. 242 flyovers 
and will be reimbursed through toll rev-
enue, Doyal said. However, the amount of 
tolls has not been determined.

Doyal said the toll plazas will be 
operated by the Harris County Toll 
Road Authority and will not offer coin-
operated booths, but rather will only be 
accessible for vehicles with toll tags, such 
as an EZ-TAG.

TRANSPORTATION

Hwy. 242 Direct Connectors
Montgomery county has begun construction on two direct-connect flyovers at i-45 and Hwy. 
242. The $34 million project is part of the county’s pass-through bond project passed in 2005.

Direct connect entry ramp will 
split into two newly constructed 
lanes upon entry on Hwy. 242 
westbound. 

The i-45 northbound frontage 
road inside lane will be closed 
between Shenandoah park 
Drive and Hwy. 242.

The i-45 southbound 
frontage road inside lane will 
be closed between Hwy. 242 
and St. Luke’s Way.

$34 million: project cost 

2.240: Total miles of project

0.950: Miles of new roadway

1.290: Miles of new bridge

November 2014: Expected 
completion date

The southbound direct 
connect entry ramp will 
merge onto a previously 
constructed auxiliary 
lane on i-45 north of 
Research forest Drive.

Source: pTp Transportation
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CITy, COuNTy & TOWNSHIP
News from The Woodlands, Montgomery County and Oak Ridge North Compiled by Matt Stephens and Brian Walzel

Township plans park
renovation for 2014  

County approves Layne Christensen tax deal

ThE WOODlANDS The Woodlands 
Township is moving ahead with plans 
for a $1.3 million renovation of Shad-
owbend Park, a project that includes 
upgrades to the park’s pool, play equip-
ment and facilities.

The park, which opened in 1983 and is 
in the Village of Cochran’s Crossing, has 
become outdated and regularly needs 
repairs, according to a report compiled 
by the township. The report stated much 
of the facility’s pump and piping system 
has become corroded, walls are dam-
aged by water and the facility does not 
meet mandated codes.

In addition, the park lacks sufficient 
restrooms and shower facilities, accord-
ing to the township.

Nick Wolda, director of community 
relations for the township, said the 
township’s initial approval of the cost 
of the project is only the first step in the 
process.

“The board approved preliminary 
plans,” he said. “However, it doesn’t 
mean the project is officially underway.”

The project will be a 2014 budget 
item, which means it will need to be 
accounted for in the 2014 budget. The 
township board of directors will begin 
deliberating next fiscal year’s budget 
later this summer.

The township board had three options 
of renovations from which to choose, 
and it decided on the most costly. Last 
year, the township spent more than 
$1 million to renovate Sawmill Park, 
which was built in 1979, after initially 
budgeting $500,000 for the project. The 
township also budgeted $500,000 for the 
Shadowbend Park project.

“It’s clear that we don’t renovate a 
park and a pool for $500,000,” township 
director Mike Bass said. 

The township will spend more than 
$400,000 just to bring the park up to 
code, such as installing ADA-required 
ramps, new electrical wiring and a 
phone system able to dial 9-1-1. More 
than $500,000 will be spent on addi-
tional amenities, such as more parking 
spaces, a jogging path and three fitness 
stations.

“We have an expectation for a set of 
amenities that didn’t exist 20 years ago,” 
Bass said.

mONTGOmERy COUNTy  The 
Montgomery County Commissioners 
Court approved a seven-year property 
tax abatement for Layne Christensen, the 
water management, construction and 
drilling company that is relocating 135 
employees to its 51,000-square-foot office 
space at One Hughes Landing in The 
Woodlands in 2014.  
    A tax abatement is an agreement that 
allows a business to not pay property 
taxes for a specific length of time as a 
competitive advantage to attract new 
businesses to an area. 

The abatement with Layne Christensen 
is for 100 percent the first four years, 75 
percent in year five, 50 percent in year six 
and 25 percent the final year. Montgom-
ery County Tax Assessor J.R. Moore said 
by the end of the abatement in 2021, the 
estimated annual tax value added to the 
property will be nearly $172,000. Moore 
said 135 employees will be relocating to 

the office, a number that could grow to 
210 by 2020.

The 197,000-square-foot One Hughes 
Landing should be completed by Sep-
tember, said Gil Staley, CEO of The 
Woodlands Area Economic Development 
Partnership. Funding for the abatement 
came from the Governor’s Texas Enter-
prise Fund, which is used to attract busi-
nesses from out of state, Staley said. The 
Woodlands competed with the Atlanta 
metropolitan area for Layne Chris-
tensen’s relocation. 

“It was important that we had this 
particular abatement to be competitive 
with the Atlanta metro area,” Staley said. 
“This project fits what [The Woodlands 
is] doing perfectly.”

Staley said The Woodlands Township 
can now approve its own tax abatement 
for Layne Christensen, which could hap-
pen at an upcoming board of directors 
meeting. 

ORN considers annexation for development 
OAk RIDGE NORTh The Oak Ridge 
North City Council granted a petition 
June 10 for voluntary annexation to 
GHRSI, LLC., a developer that plans to 
build on two separate pieces of property 
outside the city’s boundaries but inside 
the city’s extraterritorial jurisdiction. 

GHRSI Manager John Tatum said he 
plans to construct a 105,000-square-foot 
office space, of which 10,000-12,000 
square feet will be retail and the remain-
der will be light manufacturing.

The second piece of land Tatum said 
he hopes to develop is about 3 acres on 
the south side of Robinson Road east of 

Hanna Road, which would feature a mix 
of retail and light manufacturing. The 
development could possibly be a storage 
facility or a “build-to-suit” for a particu-
lar company. 

Council members Jim Simon and 
Al Stahl and Mayor Jim Kuykendall 
expressed concerns the land should be 
zoned for retail along Robinson Road for 
the city to receive a sales tax impact.  

“I can assure you that the developer 
can do as much as I can to maximize the 
income,” Tatum said.

The city will hold an annexation hear-
ing on the properties July 22.

The woodlands Township
2801 Technology forest Blvd.
281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

July 18, 9 a.m., July 24, 5 p.m.

city of oak ridge north
Williams Memorial council chambers
27424 Robinson Road
281-292-4648
www.oakridgenorth.com

July 22, 7 p.m.

city of shenandoah
Shenandoah Municipal complex
29955 i-45 N.
281-298-5522
www.shenandoahtx.com

July 24, 7 p.m.

Meetings Tweetings
for instant coverage of 
these meetings, follow 
us on Twitter 
@impactnews_wdl
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Layne Christensen will move into One Hughes Landing in the new Hughes Landing development.

AIR CONDITIONING 
AND HEATING

281-651-5484

BradburyBrothers.com

REPAIRS
MAINTENANCE
INSTALLATIONS

“We Take Care of Your Air”

$50 OFF
REPAIRS

OF $200 OR MORE
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC

WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 
OFFERS OR SPECIALS. COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER. 

EXPIRES 8-8-13

$59.00
TUNE-UP

(REG. $89)
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC

WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 
OFFERS OR SPECIALS. COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER. 

EXPIRES 8-8-13

YOUR AIR CONDITIONING 
AND HEATING SPECIALISTS
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school students and curricula with institutes 
of higher learning to produce graduates with 
training, experience and work opportunities in 
their selected fields. 

rep. brandon 

creighton, r-conroe
As chairman of the House 
Republican caucus, 
creighton was charged 
with directing the group 
strategy of the chamber’s 
majority party, including 
the largest freshman 
class. The party suffered 

some wins and losses through the session but 
counted an austere budget and school reforms 
among its successes. 

He also passed legislation requiring 
drug screenings for some recipients of 
unemployment benefits. The bill affects 
recipients who plan to seek work in a field that 
already requires drug testing, such as aviation 
and logistics.

rep. gary elkins, r-houston
Elkins passed legislation barring temporary 
election workers from qualifying for 
unemployment benefits. Supporters say such 
workers sometimes only work for a day or a 
few weeks but try to collect benefits, which, if 
approved, cost the entity running the election. 

He also sponsored several successful pieces 
of legislation dealing with cybersecurity, 
including a bill creating the position of state 
cybersecurity coordinator and strengthening 
protections under the Department of 
information Resources.

rep. allen fletcher, 

r-houston
He helped Sen. Kirk 
Watson pass a bill 
increasing penalties for 
drivers who leave the 
scene of an accident 
to match those faced 
by drivers accused of 
intoxication manslaughter. 

The bill addressed an inequality in the law 
that gave drunk drivers an incentive to leave 
the scene of a crash until they can sober up, 
because the penalty for hit-and-run was lower 
than that of intoxication charges. Under the 
new law, the penalties are the same. 

rep. Patricia harless, r-spring
She co-sponsored legislation to ban the use 
of gas chambers to euthanize homeless pets 
in animal shelters. The bill was overwhelmingly 

AT THe CAPITOl
News from the 83rd Legislative Session

During the 83rd Legislative Session, 
lawmakers worked to pass more than 1,400 
new laws. Below is a roundup of some of what 
Houston-area lawmakers pushed for, passed 
or had rejected by their peers during the  
140-day session.

rep. dwayne bohac, r-houston
Bohac dabbled in plenty of subjects during the 
session, but perhaps his best known action 
was spearheading legislation to allow school 
districts to display traditional holiday scenes, 
such as the christian nativity scene, complete 
with Bible verses. 

it also gives the nod to the use of traditional 
holiday greetings on school grounds, including 
“Merry christmas, Happy Hannukah and 
Happy Holidays” without fear of retribution. 
The bill passed without argument. 

rep. dennis bonnen, 

r-angleton
Bonnen helped author 
an ethics bill that was 
in several ways much 
stronger when he filed it 
than it was when it hit the 
governor’s desk. it was 
still praised as making the 
biggest strides in years 

toward keeping politicians and those who fund 
them accountable to taxpayers. 

The bill requires groups that make robocalls—
automated phone calls using an autodialer—to 
identify themselves and prevents lawmakers 
who become lobbyists from using leftover 
campaign contributions to influence their 
former colleagues. 

rep. bill callegari, r-houston
callegari was one of two co-authors of a bill 
giving retired teachers in Texas their first cost-
of-living raise in 12 years. The bill also stabilizes 
the Teachers Retirement System by increasing 
the amount of money the state and teachers 
pay into the system, and for the first time 
requires districts to pay into the system as well. 

The bill decreases benefits to some current 
teachers to help pay for the raise, but 
lawmakers promised to return next session 
and look at health care for retirees. 

rep. cecil bell Jr., r-magnolia
He passed legislation allowing commissioners 
courts, county fire marshals, fire departments 
and emergency management directors or 
coordinators to accept volunteer assistance 
from private citizens during emergencies 
without liability restraints. 
He also created a program that pairs high 

supported in both chambers and signed 
by perry, whose office called the practice 
expensive and cruel. 

She also passed a bill clarifying that the 
Texas Attorney General’s Office can issue an 
injunction against any local government that 
tries to restrict gun rights or impose limitations 
on its citizens. 

sen. glenn hegar, r-Katy
Hegar passed legislation that allows Texas 
college students with concealed handgun 
licenses to store their weapons in their locked 
vehicles while on campus. The bill is the 
closest gun-rights supporters could get to 
expanding the rights of students with cHLs. 

He also passed a bill allowing drivers to use 
their cell phones to show their insurance 
identification cards in order to prove they are 
insured instead of being forced to carry a 
hard copy of their insurance card. Texas is the 
seventh state to pass such a bill, which Hegar 
said takes Texas into the 21st century.

sen. Joan huffman, 

r-houston
Huffman teamed up 
with House Republicans 
to help pass a massive 
ethics reform bill that 
requires groups that 
make robocalls to identify 
themselves and prevents 
lawmakers who become 

lobbyists from using leftover campaign 
contributions to influence their former 
colleagues. 

Senate negotiators successfully stripped 
language from that bill that would have 
required so-called “dark money” groups—
nonprofit groups that engage heavily in 
politics—to disclose their donors. 

sen. dan Patrick, r-houston
As chairman of the Senate Education 
committee, patrick took the lead on 
several education measures, including the 
shepherding of a massive school reform bill 
through the Senate. 

The bill reduced the number of high-stakes 
end-of-course exams from 15 to five, 
revamped graduation requirements and 
changed school accountability rating systems. 

patrick used his sway on the education 
committee to bargain for expanded access to 
charter schools in Texas. Lawmakers voted 
to increase the number of licenses but also to 
increase state oversight.

rep. debbie riddle, r-spring
Sponsored a bill that allows prosecutors 
in some child sex-abuse trials to present 
evidence of other sex crimes against children 
that have been perpetrated by the accused. 

current law does not allow the admission of 
past criminal activity, but the new law expands 
abilities by the prosecutors to establish a 
pattern in some instances. 

rep. steve Toth, r-The 

woodlands
He made gun rights one of 
his priorities and pushed 
for legislation that would 
make any federal law 
banning semi-automatic 
firearms or limiting the 
size of gun magazines 
unenforceable in Texas. 

The bill did not pass, but Toth was active on 
similar resolutions that did pass to protect gun 
rights in Texas. 

sen. John whitmire, d-houston
Whitmire passed legislation prohibiting 
the Texas facilities commission from 
leasing, selling or otherwise allowing private 
development at the capitol complex. 

Supporters of the legislation said the state had 
no business selling out the capitol grounds to 
private interests. 

sen. Tommy williams, r-The woodlands
As Senate finance chairman, Williams 
oversaw the only constitutionally required job 
of lawmakers during the regular session—
passage of the 2014–15 budget. 

After weeks of negotiations, the Legislature 
passed a $198 billion budget that included 
hundreds of millions in new funding for mental 
health and restored billions of education 
dollars cut from the budget in 2011. 

rep. John Zerwas, r-richmond
pushed hard for a “Texas solution” as a 
way to increase health coverage for poor 
adults without buying into federal Medicaid 
expansion, but was unsuccessful. The 
legislation proposed using private insurance, 
cost-sharing and health savings accounts but 
was blocked by Republican House leaders. 

passed legislation banning the use of 
commercial tanning salons by minors, 
even those who obtain parental consent. 
proponents said the law was necessary to 
prevent skin cancer in young people, but 
critics said it stepped on parental rights. 

Area legislators focus on bills, including those dealing with ethics, public education, water plan
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By Karen Brooks Harper 
Capitol Correspondent

The eyes of the world were on the 
Texas Senate on June 25 when Sen. 
Wendy Davis, D-Fort Worth, staged 
a dramatic protest of a bill that would 
have created some of the strongest 
abortion limits in the nation.

Her 11-plus-hour stand, watched 
online by hundreds of thousands of 
viewers, succeeded in killing the bill, 
if only for a little while.

The special session ended at mid-
night as wild cheering from abortion-
rights supporters in the Senate gal-
lery, the rotunda and on the Capitol 
steps echoed through the hallways.

“Today was an example of govern-
ment for the people, by the people and 
of the people,” Davis told supporters 
after the filibuster, wearing sneakers 
and a back brace. “And you all are the 
reason that happened. You were the 
voices we were speaking for today.”

The bill would have banned abor-
tions after 20 weeks of pregnancy and 
would have created sweeping changes 
to the standards of care that must 
be followed by facilities that provide 
abortions—changes that opponents 
said would have shut down 37 of the 
state’s 42 clinics.

By law, a special session can last 
only 30 days. The bill did not get 
to the Senate for final passage until 
about 11 a.m. June 25—the last day of 
the session—giving Davis a 13-hour 
window to talk the bill to death.

Republicans were able to end her 
filibuster with two hours left in the 
session by deciding that her discus-
sion of the state’s new sonogram law 
was off-topic.

Toward midnight, hundreds of 
protestors in the gallery began yell-
ing, disrupting the proceedings and 
running out the clock.

Amid the confusion, lawmakers 
attempted to take a final vote on the 
bill. Crowd noise drowned out the 
roll call, and when the session ended, 
the outcome was unclear.

Dewhurst returned to the floor sev-
eral hours later and declared that the 
19-10 vote in favor of the bill had not 
been taken before midnight, and the 
bill had therefore not passed.

District maps approved
The special session had origi-

nally been called to ratify the state’s 
current interim political maps. 

Lawmakers did adopt those maps, 
but two other bills died at session’s 
end—one related to highway funding 
and one to a change in the juvenile 
justice code.

Lawmakers had redrawn district 
lines during the 2011 session, but the 
U.S. Department of Justice deemed 
them illegal. 

The maps approved by lawmakers 
change very little from the current 
setup for Texas House, Texas Senate 
and U.S. Congressional members 
whose district maps were drawn for 
the interim by a judicial panel in San 
Antonio last year. The few changes 
that were made during the special 
session were on the precinct level. 

Gov. Rick Perry called the second 
special session, which began July 1,  
to address those three unpassed bills.

“I am calling the Legislature 
back into session because too much 
important work remains undone for 
the people of Texas,” Perry said in a 
statement. 

Filibuster ends first special session; Perry calls another for July
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Sen. Wendy Davis, D-Fort Worth, speaks on the Senate floor June 25 
during her filibuster of an abortion bill. Supporters filled the gallery above 
her—quietly during the afternoon and early evening and then more 
raucous the closer the session came to its end at midnight.

For an extended version of this story, 
visit impactnews.com/filibuster.
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PROuD SuPPORTeRS

of Education
“From the beginning, we felt that the experience at Primrose 

was a personalized experience, a partnership with the staff 

and teachers who lived the ‘care’ in ‘caregivers.’ The values 

being taught were consistent between school and home. 

Primrose will forever be a part of our family’s fondest early 

childhood memories.”

Anastasia, Primrose Mom

The Trusted Partner 
for Parents.

Primrose School of The Woodlands 
at Creekside Park
281.351.7300
Primrose School of The Woodlands 
at College Park
936.321.5900
Primrose School of The Woodlands 
at Sterling Ridge
281.681.3500 
Primrose School of Imperial Oaks
281.364.7400
Primrose School of Spring-Klein
281.350.9595

Each Primrose School is a privately owned and operated franchise. Primrose Schools and The Leader in Educational Child Care are trademarks of Primrose School Franchising Company. ©2013 Primrose School Franchising Company. All rights reserved.

Education sponsors

We Are Your Neighbors!

 /SamHoustonState  @SamHoustonState shsu.edu

|
|

Convenient. Affordable. 
Neighborly.

Attend classes at the University Park 
facility located in northwest Houston 
off SH 249 or in The Woodlands off 

SH 242. Explore our top-ranked, 
face-to-face or online programs.

We’re proud to be part of this community 
and the thousands of Sam Houston State 

alumni and students who have made 
their home in northwest Harris and 

Montgomery counties.SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY
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Tomball ISd spreading 
roots in The Woodlands 
By Matt Stephens

With the number of Woodlands stu-
dents enrolled in Tomball ISD schools 
tripling over the last four years, the dis-
trct plans to build two new schools in the 
Village of Creekside Park thanks to the 
passage of Tomball ISD’s $160 million 
bond referendum in May. 

“We have seen steady growth in The 
Woodlands since we opened Creekside 
Forest Elementary in 2009,” said Staci 
Stanfield, director of communications 
for Tomball ISD. “We are pleased that 
the area continues to grow, and we are 
thankful that the voters approved Bond 
2013, which will enable us to build two 
additional schools to serve the students 
in The Woodlands community.”

Stanfield said 266 students were served 
by Tomball ISD in The Woodlands in 
2009, which grew to 1,029 students last 
year with the opening of Timber Creek 
Elementary School. 

In addition to two other schools and 

district-wide improvements, the bond 
will fund the construction of two cam-
puses in The Woodlands area, including 
a junior high for 6th-8th graders and a 
third K-5 elementary school. 

Stanfield said the costs and con-
struction timetables of the schools are 
unknown, as the district could not begin 
the design process until after the passage 
of the bond referendum. 

However, she said the junior high 
will be located on a 37-acre tract of land 
across from Kuykendahl Road from 
Timber Creek Elementary, and the ele-
mentary school will be on a 15-acre tract 
about a half-mile north of the planned 
junior high. 

Although the attendance zones for the 
new schools have not been examined, 
Stanfield said students will likely still 
attend Tomball High School. 

“Whenever we do come to that point 
in time, we communicate with the 
parents and let them know the process,” 

Stanfield said. 
Magnolia campuses that serve Wood-

lands students have also experienced 
growth. Magnolia ISD Superintendent 
Todd Stephens said the May Valley 
subdivision in The Woodlands—whose 
children attend Smith Elementary, both 
Bear Branch campuses and Magnolia 
High School—is one of the fastest grow-
ing subdivisions in the district.  

Stephens said the district purchased 10 
acres within May Valley years ago to one 
day construct an elementary school.  

“We assume that growth is going to 
continue in all parts of the district, but 

as The Woodlands continues to build 
out, it’s going to build outside that area,” 
he said. “[The purchased land] is just an 
advantage for the district.”

Magnolia ISD has more than doubled 
from the 5,000 students attending the 
district when Stephens arrived in 1999, 
but he said growth has slowed the last 
few years. While most Magnolia ISD 
campuses are at about 80 percent capac-
ity, he anticipates the district will grow 
thanks to an improving economy.  

“We still think it’s going to grow,” 
he said. “We’re looking to utilize those 
school sites and fill them with students.”

A rising population
estimated Tomball ISD Growth In The Woodlands
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Woodlands students served by 
Tomball ISD has nearly tripled. 

Tomball ISD anticipates a growth of 4,000-plus students over the next five years. 
The recently passed $160 million bond referendum will help address that growth. 
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5 Rosehill 534 45.7% 92% 92% 92% 84% 84% 10

6 Timber Creek N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 10

7 Tomball 751 57.3% 68% 66% 81% 68% 64% 10

8 Willow Creek 842 13.8% 97% 85% 93% 86% 84% 9
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Average annual salaries of teachers $48,375 $51,420
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11  Tomball 749 33.6% 85% 83% 81% 83% 86% 72% 67% N/A 13

12  Willow Wood 867 17.9% 93% 92% 90% 91% 94% 89% 73% N/A 14
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DiSTRiCT SCOReS by gRaDe
2011–12 STATe OF TexAS ASSeSSMeNTS OF ACADeMIC ReADINeSS (STAAR) ReSulTS

Grade 3 Reading 89% Math 83%

Grade 4 Reading 92% Math 88%

Grade 5 Reading 90% Math 89%

Grade 6 Reading 89% Math 89%

Grade 7 Reading 89% Math 88%

Grade 8 Reading 88% Math 90%

Grade 9 Reading:  Engl. I 95%,  Engl. II 95%,  Engl. III 95% Algebra I 95%,  Algebra II 95%,  Geometry 95%

2011–12 TexAS ASSeSSMeNT OF KNOWleDGe AND SKIllS (TAKS) ReSulTS

Grade 10 English language arts 97% Math 89%

Grade 11 English language arts 98% Math 96%

Shifting assessments
Public schools have begun phasing out Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills, or TAKS, tests 

and replacing them with State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness, or STAAR, tests. Third- 
through eighth-grade students are assessed on the same grade-specific subjects—such as math and 
social studies—that were covered by TAKS. At the high school level, grade-specific assessments are 
replaced by 12 end-of-course tests that include subjects such as algebra I, chemistry and U.S. history. 
However, the testing landscape will change further as state lawmakers passed and Gov. Rick Perry 
signed new laws.

FocuSEducation

For more information on schools in Tomball ISD, visit www.tomballisd.net.

tomball & magnolIa IsD
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Limited English Proficiency (LEP) 16.8% 10.6%

Average annual salaries of teachers $48,375 $48,577

DiSTRiCT SCOReS by gRaDe
2011–12 STATe OF TexAS ASSeSSMeNTS OF ACADeMIC ReADINeSS (STAAR) ReSulTS

Grade 3 Reading 80% Math 72%

Grade 4 Reading 81% Math 72%

Grade 5 Reading 81% Math 80%

Grade 6 Reading 80% Math 83%

Grade 7 Reading 81% Math 76%

Grade 8 Reading 87% Math 78%

Grade 9 Reading:  Engl. I 70%,  Engl. II 40%,  Engl. III 41% Algebra I 77%,  Algebra II 100%,  Geometry 97%

2011–12 TexAS ASSeSSMeNT OF KNOWleDGe AND SKIllS (TAKS) ReSulTS

Grade 10 English language arts 91% Math 73%

Grade 11 English language arts 93% Math 90%
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13 Magnolia West 1,729 38.9% 67% 94% 100% 89% N/A N/A 70% 51% 92% 92% 41% 43% 79% 35% N/A 90% 66% 77% 93% 96% 90% 94% 98%
14 Magnolia 1,738 23.9% 69% 100% 100% 86% N/A 47% 70% 58% 40% 21% 99% vw 86% N/A N/A 92% 82% 84% 96% 95% 92% 95% 99%
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STAAR tests, accountability ratings
The data found within this year’s guide is based on test results from the end of the 2011-12 school 

year. STAAR tests taken in the spring of 2012 provided the first year’s results of the newly imple-
mented testing style, which has replaced the TAKS system that was previously used. Districts are 
beginning to receive preliminary results from the 2012–13 school year. Accountability ratings for 
each campus were not issued after the 2012 school year because of the testing change, but new ones 
are expected to be issued after 2013 test results are analyzed and standards are adjusted.

Education sponsors

For more information on schools in Magnolia ISD, visit www.magnoliaisd.org.
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PROuD SuPPORTeRS

of Education

8 Lumineers for $5,995!

FREE EXAM

10% OFF  
Your Total Implant Case

FREE TEETH
WHITENING

Includes consultation & 
necessary x-rays.

$199 value. Valid for new patients only.

Valid for first 7 patients who present this ad.

After paid cleaning, 
exam & x-rays at normal fee.

$399 value. Valid for new patients only.

A savings of $4,500.
Valid for the first 7 patients who present this ad.

Offers expires 10-31-13.

 27440 Kuykendahl Rd. | Tomball TX 77375 | 281 516 0600 | www.woodlandsprep.org

Environment for Excellence

The Woodlands Preparatory School

 Grades K-12

The Woodlands Preparatory School 
builds a solid foundation for students 
to be successful in today’s global 
society.  Committed to excellence in 
academics, we provide a rigorous 
and well-rounded education with 
a special focus on mathematics, 
English and science.
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where they work with a physician in the 
field. They spend 24 hours on an ambu-
lance and in an emergency room.”

The Tomball health sciences program 
involves working in clinical rotations 
where students can earn certification as 
an emergency medical technician, regis-
tered dental assistant, pharmacy techni-
cian or nurse assistant, Moss said.

The career and technology program is 
not just an alternative for kids who are not 
planning to go to college, Clark said. 

“Career and Technology is for every-
body,” he said. “We’ve seen students get 
certified in cosmetology and cut hair to 

help pay their way through college. These 
are skills that can be useful to people 
whether or not they are college bound.”

With a vast array of potential programs 
to implement, officials try to select the ones 
that will be most beneficial to students 
based on input from parents, local business 
leaders and the students’ interests.

“We work very closely with business 
leaders in our community,” Clark said. 
“We meet with an advisory council of 
business leaders and ask for input on if 
we’re training our kids in the right fields. 
It’s all based on community needs.”

Tomball ISD

ALTERNATIVE HIGH 
ScHooL PRoGRAMS  

AT A GlANCE

Architecture and construction
Students are offered courses that cover the 
principles of architecture and learn skills and 
techniques, such as construction, design and 
maintenance.

Course sampling

• Interior Design (Grades 10–12)

• Construction Technology (Grades 10–12)

• Building Maintenance Technology  
   (Grades 11–12)

Health Sciences
Students learn medical language and can work 
in the field. Certifications include emergency 
medical technician, nurse assistant, pharmacy 
technician and registered dental assistant.

Course sampling

• Medical Terminology (Grades 9–12)

• Principles of Health Science (Grades 9–12)

• Clinical Rotation (Grades 11–12)

Automotive Technology 
Students learn the technology and science 
behind building and maintaining various 
automobiles. (Grades 11–12)

Statistics and Risk Management
Students use graphical and numerical 
techniques to analyze patterns and alterations 
from patterns to identify and manage risk that 
could affect an organization. (Grades 11–12)

Virtual Business
The course covers legal, managerial, market-
ing, financial, ethical and international dimen-
sions of business. Students build a functional 
website that incorporates the essentials of a 
virtual business. (Grades 10–12)

Video Game Design
Students are provided the opportunity to 
design, program and create a functional video 
game. (Grades 10–12)

electrical Technology 
Students learn the basics of electrical technol-
ogy and are prepared for a postsecondary 
education in the field. (Grades 10–12)

law enforcement
This class offers an overview of the role of 
constitutional law, u.S. legal system, criminal 
law, law enforcement terminology, and clas-
sification and elements of crime.  
(Grades 10–12)

Both Tomball and Magnolia ISDs have developed 
programs that students might be surprised to see at 
a high school. Many are focused on career training in 

fields like technology, construction and business.

Source: Tomball and Magnolia ISDs

Magnolia ISD

FocuSEducation
Education sponsors

Specialty programs offer 
students class alternatives
By Shawn Arrajj 

As high schools across the state become 
more aware of the need to provide 
additional vocational options to students 
through career and technology pro-
grams, officials at Tomball and Magnolia 
ISDs are making an effort to stay at the 
forefront of innovative opportunities.

“Our goal is to offer not just elective 
courses,” said Matt Clark, director of 
career and technology with Magnolia 
ISD. “We want to offer courses that stu-
dents can get something out of, that can 
get them somewhere.” 

Both Tomball and Magnolia ISDs offer 
pathways designed for students interested 
in fields such as agriculture and business, 
as do many schools around the state, but 
there are also many programs available 
that students may not find elsewhere.

Programs, ranging from cosmetology 

to welding to health sciences, focus on 
getting students certified in their trade of 
choice by the end of the course, accord-
ing to district officials.

“The district is focused on providing 
courses that include state or national 

certifications that allow students an 
opportunity to earn a higher salary upon 
graduation,” said Gary Moss, director of 
career and technology with TISD. “These 
courses also prepare them to transi-
tion to a two-year college or four-year 
university where they can continue their 
chosen career path.”

Both Magnolia high schools offer tech-
nology courses in subjects such as Video 
Game Design—where students design 
and create their own games throughout 
the course of the semester—and Virtual 
Business—where students experience 
what it’s like to run a business from legal, 
managerial and financial perspectives.

“With House Bill 5 and other educa-
tion bills getting approved by the state 
Legislature, it’s become clear that career 
and technology courses are going to play 
a more prominent role in kids’ educa-
tion,” Clark said. “We’re working with 
the math department to do a hybrid 
course that includes geometry and agri-
culture. We’re reaching across the board 
and working with other departments to 
provide a full education.”

Tomball ISD offers entire programs 
tailored to students who are interested 
in architecture and construction, with 
classes in interior design and building 
maintenance. An environmental science 
program gives students the chance to 
study aquatic ecosystems and forensic 
science in a laboratory environment.

The scope of many of these programs 
is not limited to the typical high school 
classroom. 

“Part of the marketing program 
involves working in a business 15 hours 
a week minimum,” Clark said. “Health 
science students have to do a practicum 

“Career and Technology 
is for everybody. We’ve 
seen students get cer-
tified in cosmetology 
and cut hair to help 
pay their way through 
college.”

—Matt clark, MiSD director of career and  
technology education

THE WOODLANDS PAINTS
33418 EGYPT LANE, MAGNOLIA TX, 77354 • 832-934-1300
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no photocopies or faxes will be allowed. O� er expires 8/6/13. (c) 2013 Benjamin Moore & Co. Benjamin Moore and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks licensed to Benjamin Moore & Co.

E

FM 1488

FM
 29

78

EG
YP

T L
N.

RESEARCH FOREST



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com24  Features

The event includes interactive games, 
activities and music in a supervised 
environment. Dress code and behavior are 
enforced. parents or guardians must check 
children in and out of the facility. food and 
drink are available for purchase. 7–9:45 p.m. 
$7. The Woodlands Recreation center, 5310 
Research forest Drive. 281-210-3950. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov 

19 Benefit dinner & live Art 
Auction

The 8th annual Artist Expo benefits the 
Greater Woodlands public Art foundation 
and The Lone Star Guild. The event features 
guest speaker Grant Manier, an author, 
autism advocate and eco-artist, donating 
his eco-original artwork, “Texas State Seal” 
to the live auction. Dinner is offered, along 
with raffles for prizes. 6:30–9:30 p.m. $60 
per ticket, $100 (per couple), $400 (table of 
eight). The Woodlands Waterway Marriott 
Hotel & convention center, 1601 Lake 
Robbins Drive. 281-271-7111.  
www.artistexpo.afrogs.org

21 Paddling Class
Southwest paddle Sports offers a 

two-hour guided paddle trip for beginners 
of all ages down Spring creek from 
pundt park. canoes, kayaks, stand up 
paddleboards, life jackets, snacks and a 
shuttle are provided. phone reservations 
are required, and about 14 people are 
permitted on the paddle trip. 9 a.m. (meet 
up), 10 a.m.–noon (paddle trip). $45 
(single), $80 (double). pundt park, 4129 
Spring creek Drive, Spring.  
281-292-5600. www.paddlesports.com

22 through 26 
The Nutcracker Summer Camp

The payne Academy presents summer “fun 
in a Bun” five-day camps with classical story 
ballet themes. children ages 4–11 learn the 
history of the “The Nutcracker,” participate 
in a ballet class, learn the language of ballet 
and give a performance at the end of the 
session. 9 a.m.–noon. (July 22–26), 11:30 
a.m. (July 26). $195. The payne Academy, 
9391 Grogan’s Mill Road, Ste. B1.  
281-367-7185. www.payneacademy.com

topics, including “Bubbling Science,” “Lego 
Engineering” and “Billionaire Banker.” college 
faculty, local school teachers, artists and 
performers lead the classes with hands-on 
educational activities. Special teen-specific 
classes include “Digital photography” and 
“college prep.” 1–5 p.m. $89 (one-week 
session), $199–$247 (two-week session). 
LSc–Montgomery, 3200 college park 
Drive. 936-273-7446. www.lonestar.edu/
youthprogram-montgomery

15 through 19, 22-26  
Warrior Camp

The Woodlands christian Academy 
presents a summer day camp for kids 
ages 5–11. coaches and camp directors 
Nate and Daysha Sanford lead a variety 
of camp activities, including recreational 
and cooperative games, arts and crafts, 
sports and academic activities, swimming 
and field trips. 8 a.m.–3 p.m. (regular 
camp hours), 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m. 
(extended camp hours). $195 (weekly 
session, regular camp hours), $225 
(weekly session, extended camp hours). 
The Woodlands christian Academy, 5800 
Academy Way. 936-273-2555,  
www.twca.net

16 through 18  
Summer Movies

cinemark Tinseltown and cinemark at 
Market Street host low-cost, kid-friendly 
movie nights each Wednesday and Thursday 
throughout July and August. The featured 
event for the cinemark Summer Movie 
clubhouse July 17 and 18 is “Happy feet.” 
Other feature movies throughout the rest 
of the summer include “Oceans,” “Rio,” 
“chimpanzee” and “Alvin & The chipmunks.” 
10 a.m. $1 (per show at box office), $5 (10 
movie showings). cinemark Tinseltown, 1600 
Lake Robbins Drive. cinemark at Market 
Street, 9595 Six pines Drive.  
www.cinemark.com

19 and Aug. 2 
Gorilla Hole Social Club

The Woodlands Recreation center features 
a pre-teen nighttime activity program for 
younger residents in fifth and sixth grade. 

July

12 through 14, 19-21, 26-28  
The Wizard of Oz

Stage Right of Texas, a company at the 
crighton Theatre, presents “The Wizard of 
Oz” in an adaptation of the family film with 
classic songs such as “Over the Rainbow,” 
“We’re Off to See the Wizard” and “if i Only 
Had a Brain.” 8 p.m. (fridays and Saturdays), 
2 p.m. (Sundays). $15 (16 and under and 
senior groups), $17 (seniors and groups of 20 
or more), $20 (adults). crighton Theatre,  
234 N. Main St., conroe. 936-441-7469. 
www.stage-right.org

11 “Super Mom” Class
The Mitchell Library hosts a “How to 

Juggle your Life Without Losing your Mind: 
3 Steps to Super Mom” class. Kate Walker 
offers advice to parents ages 18 and older to 
help them learn how to find balance within 
parenting. Registration is required for entry, 
and limited seating is available. 7–8:30 p.m. 
free. The Mitchell Library, 8125 Ashlane Way. 
936-442-7728. www.countylibrary.org

12 and 27,  Aug. 9 
Parents’ Survival Night

The Little Gym of The Woodlands presents 
a parents’ Night Out to give adults a chance 
to see a movie, catch up with friends, or 
enjoy dinner without children. Kids ages 3–12 
can play in an environment monitored by 
trained instructors who direct them through 
games and music activities. 6:30–10:30 p.m. 
$15 (siblings), $30 (members), $35 (non-
members). The Little Gym of The Woodlands, 
17947 i-45 S. 936-321-2828. 
www.tlgwoodlandstx.com 

12 through 14, 19-21 
Class Act presents Peter Pan

class Act productions presents its 
performance of peter pan at the Nancy 
Bock center for performing Arts. A cast of 
more than 80 mostly local students perform 
the high-flying musical featuring peter pan, 
Wendy, Michael, John, Tinker Bell, the lost 
boys and more. 7:30 p.m. (July 12, 19 and 
20). 2:30 p.m. (July 13, 14 and 21). $12-$30.  
Mccullough Junior High School,  
3800 S. panther creek Drive.  281-292-6779. 
www.classactproductions.org 

13 dive-In Movie
At a dive-in move, Woodlands 

families enjoy a summer movie and 
swimming pool experience. The feature 
presentation is “Madagascar 3,” and 
concessions are available for purchase. 8 
p.m. (pool opens), 8:30 p.m. (movie begins). 
free (ages 3 and under), $5 (ages 4 and up). 
cranebook pool, 11800 cranebrook Drive. 
281-210-3800. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

15 through 18, 22- 25, 
29 -Aug. 1, Aug. 5 -8  

Weekly Summer Camps
children and teens ages 7–14 take part in a 
variety of summer camp activities at Lone 
Star college–Montgomery’s “Discovery 
college” events. Summer sessions are 
divided into one- or two-week classes 
Monday–Thursday and have a variety of 
science, technology, engineering and math 

CAleNdAR

 
Tomball Night
The city of Tomball celebrates its 

41st annual summer celebration, Tomball 
Night. Guests can enjoy live music, fireworks 
and a parade of Lights, as well as win prizes in 
raffles and cash giveaways. Local businesses 
are also open late with other vendor booths 
lining the streets. 5 p.m. free. Downtown 
Tomball. 281-351-7222.  
www.tomballchamber.org
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22 through 26 
vacation Bible School

community christian church features a 
“Report for Duty: The Lord’s Army” themed 
vacation bible school camp for children ages 
4 through the sixth grade. The camp includes 
a variety of kid-friendly activities, music 
sing-alongs, snacks, skits, arts and crafts. 
Online registration is available. 6–9 p.m. 
free. community christian church, 10801 
falconwing Drive. 281-292-9264. 
www.woodlandsccc.org 

27 Kiwanis Kids Triathlon
The Woodlands Kiwanis club 

sponsors a Kids Triathlon for children ages 
7–12 years old. The 7–9 age group swims 
50 meters, bikes one mile and runs a quarter 
mile while the 10–12 year olds swim 100 
meters, bike 2 miles and run a half mile. 
Every participant must be a registered USA 
Triathlon member and purchase an annual 
youth membership for $15 online or during 
the race day check-in. Each child receives a 
medal, T-shirt and other items, and trophies 
are presented to the top three boys and girls 
of each age group. 5:45–6:45 a.m. (race day 
registration), 7:30 a.m. (race begins). $25 
(pre-registration), $30 (race day registration). 
South Montgomery county yMcA, 8100 
Ashlane Way.  
www.greaterhoustonkiwanis.org/triathlon

August 

02 through 4 
Children’s Merchandise Sale

Just Between friends hosts a Back-to-
School Sales event with more than 22,000 
square feet of children, teen and maternity 
items for 50–90 percent off of retail prices. 
Merchandise includes clothing, shoes, 
accessories, changing tables, strollers, toys, 
games and household furniture. A portion 
of the proceeds from the event benefit 
the pregnancy Assistance center North. 
free parking is available on-site. 9 a.m.–7 
p.m. (Aug. 2, 3), 8 a.m.–noon (Aug. 4). $2 
(admission on Aug. 2). Legends Sports 
complex, 602 pruitt Road, Spring.  
www.thewoodlands.jbfsale.com

03 Bark at the Park
families are welcome to bring their 

dogs to the Woodlands Strykers game for a 
Dog Day at the park, presented by Barker 
Street Gourmet Dog Bakery. Dogs must have 
a valid iD tag for entry with a copy of up-to-
date vaccination records and must stay on 
their leashes at all times. The first 250 people 
to arrive at the game receive a free gift. 
5:30 p.m. (vendor booths open), 6:30 p.m. 
(dog parade), 7:05 p.m. (game starts). The 
Woodlands christian Academy, 5800 Alden 
Woods Drive. www.strykersdogday.com

03 dive-In Movie
families are welcome to swim and 

view the feature presentation, “Escape from 
planet Earth,” at the Rob fleming Aquatic 
center. 8 p.m. (pool opens), 8:30 p.m. (movie 
begins). free (ages 3 and under), $5 (ages 4 
and up). Rob fleming Aquatic center, 6535 
creekside forest Drive. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

dosey doe                                        
The Big Barn, 25911 i-45 N.,  
The Woodlands • 281-367-3774  
www.doseydoescoffeeshop.com

July
 11  Uncle Lucius, 8:30 p.m.
 12  Jason cassidy, 8:30 p.m.
 13  Del castillo, 8:30 p.m.
 16  Brandon Rhyder, 8 p.m.
 19  Ken Navarro, 8:30 p.m.
 20  Seth Walker, 8:30 p.m.
 21  yellowjackets, 7:30 p.m.
 25  Tommy Malone, 8:30 p.m.
August
 02  Monte Montgomery, 8:30 p.m.
 03  Marilyn Mccoo & Billy Davis, 5:30,  
   9p.m.
 06  Randy Travis, 8 p.m.
 10  crystal Bowersox, 8:30 p.m.
 15  Walt & Tina Wilkins, 8:30 p.m.

dosey doe
Music cafe, 463 fM 1488 
conroe • 936-271-2171  
www.doseydoescoffeeshop.com

July
 11  James Leblanc, Angela Hacker,  
   8:30 p.m.
 12  Guy forsyth, 8:30 p.m.
 13  Gary Nicholson & Allen Shamblin,  
   8:30 p.m.
 18  Bleu Edmondson, 8:30 p.m.
 19  Roberta Morales, 8:30 p.m.
 20  Kyle Hutton, 8:30 p.m.
 21  The filling Station, Kyle Hutton &  
   Davin James, 7 p.m.
 24  Savannah Berry from “The voice”,  
   8:30 p.m.
 25  Deidre Thornell, 8:30 p.m.
 26  chuck cannon, 8:30 p.m.
 27  Billy Joe Shaver, 8:30 p.m.
 31  pauline Reese & Mike Ryan, 8 p.m.
August
 01  Jamie Wilson & Jason Eady, 8:30p.m.
 02  Will Makar & The Red Line, 8:30 p.m.
 03 Damn Quails, 8:30 p.m.
 04 Tom McKinney Showcase, 2, 7 p.m.
 05 Keeton’s School of Music Student  
  performances, 6 p.m.
 07 Three penny Acre with The Honey  
  Dew Drops, 8 p.m.

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion                                        
2005 Lake Robbins DriveT
he Woodlands • 281-363-3300 
www.woodlandscenter.org

July
 11 Lynyrd Skynyrd and Bad company  
  with Black Stone cherry, 7 p.m.
 12 John Mayer, 7:30 p.m.
 16 Bugs Bunny at the Symphony ii with  
  the Houston Symphony, 8:30 p.m.
 19 Kid Rock, 7:30 p.m.
 25 Black Sabbath, 7:30 p.m.
 26 Wiz Khalifa with A$Ap Rocky, B.o.B.  
  and more, 6:30 p.m.
 27 94.5 The Buzz Bud Light Weenie  
  Roast, 4:30 p.m.
 28 Brad paisley with chris young, Lee  
  Brice and The Henningens, 7:30p.m.
 30 Matchbox Twenty and Goo Goo  
  Dolls, 7 p.m.
August
 02 Train with The Script and Gavin  
  DeGraw, 7 p.m.
 03 Rockstar Energy Drink Mayhem with  
  Rob Zombie, five finger Death  
  punch and more, 1 p.m.
 07 Jonas Brothers, 7 p.m.
 14 Heart, 7:30 p.m.

Crescent Moon                                        
440 Rayford Road,  
Spring •  281-364-9463  
www.crescentmoonwinebar.com

July
 12 Sugarland Brass company, 9 p.m.
 13 Buck yeager Band, 9 p.m.
 17 cliff Duncan, 7 p.m.
 19 Trick Dog Band, 12 a.m.
 20 Next Level Band, 8:30 p.m.
 24 ReSOULution Trio, 7 p.m.
 26 The fantastics, 8:30 p.m.
 27 Grateful Geezers, 9 p.m.
 30 Scott Helmer, 7 p.m.
 31 cliff Duncan, 8:30 p.m.
 24 ReSOULution Trio, 7–10:45 p.m.
 26 The fantastics, 8:30 p.m.–12:30 a.m.
August
 01 Salsa Night, 7 p.m.
 02 yelba’s Band, 9 p.m.
 03 Hair Nation, 9 p.m.
 07 Mike Amabile, 7 p.m.

find more or submit  events at  
www.impactnews.com/wdl-calendar. 

To have The Woodlands events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
fourth friday of the month.

Online calendar

featured 
              lIvE mUSIC

03 Alice’s Tea Party
Audaciously planned Events 

presents an “Alice in Wonderland” themed 
event with tea and crumpets, the Mad Hatter, 
a teacup painting session, dress-up time as 
the characters, and a Wonderland play area. 
10 a.m.–6 p.m. free (adults), $15 (children). 
Event Land, 8811 West Lane, Magnolia.  
281-736-1488.  
www.audaciouslyplannedevents.com

09 through 11 
Sales Tax Holiday

The annual tax-free weekend takes place one 
week earlier than usual this year. During the 
weekend, state law exempts sales-and-use 
taxes from most clothing, footwear, school 
supplies and backpacks costing less than 
$100. All sales made during the weekend 
qualify for the exemption, including items 
sold online, by phone or by mail. Nonexempt 

items include those made primarily for 
athletic activity, such as golf cleats or football 
pads. for a complete list of exempt and 
nonexempt items, visit  
www.window.state.tx.us

July issue  IMPACT 2.375 x 12.25”
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Bike Resource
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Bike Resource in Cochran’s Crossing is the only bike store in the area that sells Trek brand bikes.
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Bike Resource
bicycle store specializes in offering variety

l eonard Garland wanted to open 
a bicycle store that catered to 
families of The Woodlands, those 

riding for leisure and for children need-
ing to get to school. He chose a location 
that, at the time, was nestled deep in the 
community, rather than other options, 
such as one along I-45.  
     So far, his plan has been a success. 
Bike Resource has been in the Cochran’s 
Crossing Village Center for more than 
17 years. 
     “We’re the only bike store located in 
The Woodlands and have been for some 
time,” he said. “That helps a lot. People 
don’t have to go out there on the highway 
to get what they want and they don’t have 
to pay a premium to come to us either. 
We are very competitive.” 
     In addition to the hundreds of bicycles 
in Bike Resource’s showroom, the store 
also sells clothing, shoes, a large selec-
tion of helmets, child carriers and bike 
accessories, such as water bottles, gloves 
and baskets. 
     “We wanted to be more of a com-
munity-focused, easy-to-get-to bicycle 
store,” Garland said. “People told me 
the concept wouldn’t work. The rents 
are higher [in The Woodlands]. But we 
wanted to be more community friendly.”

Garland previously owned two other 
bicycle stores in the Houston area, one 
off FM 1960 and one in Kingwood. 
With the more than 300 miles of trails 
throughout The Woodlands, he saw 
there was a need for a store such as his. 
Garland has since closed the location on 
FM 1960 and sold his Kingwood store.

“There’s not much between here and 
Huntsville—no bike shops in Magnolia 
and Tomball—so we get a wide range of 
customers, but the majority are inside 
The Woodlands,” said manager Wayne 
Hays.

Bike Resource carries bicycle brands 

and quality bikes that big box stores do 
not, while also offering repairs of all 
brands, Garland said. 

“We offer comfortable bikes to ride on 
the bike trials,” Garland said. “We are 
not just oriented to high performance 
bikes flying through the air, jumping off 
ramps. We have bikes that can do that, 
too, but that’s not our primary focus—
it’s the family. We want to make sure 
the kid can get back and forth to school 
because maybe their mom and dad can’t 
drive him.”

And, at Bike Resource, employees can 
help fit the cyclist to the right size bike, 
Garland said.

“We have skilled mechanics that build 
our bikes, as opposed to being slapped 
together as fast as they can,” Garland 
said. “Each one of our bikes are a preci-
sion, craftsmen-type product. They are 
lighter weight bikes, an enjoyable riding 
experience rather than an uncomfort-
able one.”

In addition to the hundreds of bikes 
in the store’s showroom, Bike Resource 
also has extra inventory in the back 
of the store and at a local warehouse. 
The top selling bicycles at the store are 
comfort-oriented bikes, cruisers and 
mountain bikes. 

Garland, who is retired from Tenneco 
Inc. oil and energy company, began 
to learn about cycling more than two 
decades ago when his son was perform-
ing in triathlons. 

“When I left Tenneco, there was a bike 
store that came available to purchase and 
I just went in and bought the whole thing 
and learned the business there for a couple 
years and opened up back into the com-
munity in Kingwood, and that worked out 
very well,” he said. “It was a success from 
day one. I knew with The Woodlands, the 
concept would carry over there since it’s a 
similar type community.”

BuSINeSS

4747 Research forest Drive, Ste. 455
The Woodlands • 281-367-9495
www.bikeresourcetexas.com
Mon.—fri.: 10 a.m.—7 p.m.
Sat.: 9 a.m.—6 p.m.
Sun.: Noon—5 p.m.

Bike rides
Bike Resource is an official store for the Bp 
MS 150 bicycle ride from Houston to Austin 
each spring. The store performs inspections 
for bikes before the ride and repairs during 
the event.

bicycle brands carried at the store:

Manager Wayne Hays has worked at the store 
since it opened 17 years ago. 

Cruisers are a customer favorite. 

The top selling bicycles at the store are comfort-
oriented bikes. 

By Tamra Santana

•	Trek
•	Giant
•	Raleigh 
•	Diamondback

•	Gary fisher  
collection

•	Mirraco

Of� ce: 281.367.7770
Cell: 281.703.6059
www.fl othewoodlands.com
Flonewman@remax.net

Re/Max The Woodlands & Spring

Flo Newman
Re/Max Hall of Fame & Re/Max Lifetime Achievement Award

Educational Credentials: B.A., GRI, ABR, Associate Broker

Af� iated with ReMax-The Woodlands & Spring
(The TOP PRODUCING of� ce in Montgomery County)

Recognized by The Houston Business Journal as being ranked #10 out of over 
15,000 Houston area Realtors in number of closed transactions per year

Nationally ranked among the top 1% of agents nationwide since 1990
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Caring, Committed Service
Make your next move easy...
      Go with the Flo!

WHETHER BUYING OR SELLING... WORK WITH AN AGENT COMMITTED TO REPRESENTING YOU!

Serving The Woodlands since 1974
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Pictures & Colors For Illustration Only...  1)0% APR w/Approved Credit, 72 Mos Financing, $0 Down + TT&L, $13.89 Per Month Per Thousand Financed.  W.A.C...For the first 90 days from date of purchase through Ally. Not available with some other offers. Must take delivery by 8/31/13. 
See dealer for details. 2) 39 Mo. Closed End Lease... $0 Down + TT&L  Due at Lease Inception, Cash or Trade.  Security Deposit Waived w/Approved Credit. All) Prices + TT&L. Only One Ad Unit Per Family.  The Buick Emblem and GMC are Registered Trademarks of General Motors. 
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The Blooming Idea
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The Blooming Idea owners Brian and Mary McCarthy (left) employ floral designers, such as Charlotte 
Santos and Kelly Scroggins (right). The business opened its original location on FM 1488 in 2002.
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The Blooming Idea
florist expands across The Woodlands

T he Blooming Idea owner Brian 
McCarthy believes flower deliver-
ers have one of the best jobs, and 

he should know. Last Valentine’s Day, 
McCarthy delivered three dozen 4-foot 
tall stem roses from a husband to his wife 
and recalled her “Oh, my God” expres-
sion upon his arrival. 

“I had to deliver those in the back of the 
[delivery] truck, because they were too tall 
to go into the other vans, and his wife’s 
jaw just dropped when I came staggering 
across the road with them,” McCarthy 
said. “The best job in the floral industry is 
the flower delivery guy, because everyone 
wants to see him coming.”

Since opening The Blooming Idea in 
Montgomery County in 2002, the florist 
and its employees have worked to pro-
vide quality service and floral designs 
to their customers, McCarthy said. The 
florist added a second location in June 
with the purchase of CM Floral Designs, 
a 4,000-square-foot space that is twice the 
size of its Sterling Ridge location. 

“Mary [McCarthy] and I had been in 
discussions for 18 months about how to 
move forward and how to grow,” he said. 
“We recognize that there’s a tremendous 
opportunity here at this end of The Wood-
lands, especially with the ExxonMobil 
campus in construction.”

McCarthy said the company’s business 
is balanced fairly evenly between wed-
dings and events, basic retail customers 
and commercial accounts. Although he 
said the floral industry has dwindled over 
the past few years—with about 8,000 
florists remaining nationwide—McCar-
thy believes a quality florist such as The 
Blooming Idea can thrive. 

Comparing the floral industry to the 
wine industry, he said flowers grow in 
particular regions of the world, and 
many flower growers prefer shipping 
high volumes of flowers to major grocery 

chains. However, flower providers grow 
smaller crops of rarer, superior products 
for personal florists that can deliver higher 
quality products at a higher price. 

Talented designers also give The Bloom-
ing Idea an edge, McCarthy said. He 
praised his design team—which features 
both industry veterans and designers out 
of college—who can receive an order and 
design a distinctive product in a matter of 
hours. 

“It’s almost like an art studio in a sense, 
because they all have their own signatures 
and their own comfort zones, and it’s very 
interesting to see how they interact,” he 
said. “They’re always looking and review-
ing and critiquing how each person’s 
doing.”

McCarthy said the delivery service also 
sets the company apart, as it can provide 
same-day delivery. An automated system 
allows the florist to manage the floral 
design process and provide automated 
delivery email updates. 

Originally from Scotland, McCarthy 
said he and his wife, Mary, have wanted 
to own their own business for years. The 
couple moved around the globe, with 
his information technology background 
bringing them to the Houston area in 
2001. Shortly after, they decided to use 
Mary’s creative talents and opened the 
Blooming Idea’s first location on FM 1488. 

“Mary has always been gifted and 
talented and a very creative person,” he 
said. “She loves working with her hands 
and creating stuff. It just seemed like a 
natural fit for her to do something like 
floral design.”

After moving to The Woodlands in 
2007 from their previous location in Mag-
nolia, The Blooming Idea has attracted 
loyal followers, McCarthy said.

“It’s a little bit like a good dentist or a 
good doctor,” he said. “Once you’ve got a 
good florist, you tend to hang on to them.”

BuSINeSS

25915 Budde Road
The Woodlands • 281-362-8977
www.thebloomingidea.com
Mon.—fri.: 8 a.m.—5 p.m. closed Saturday 
and Sunday

8008 Ashlane Way
The Woodlands • 281-465-4288
www.thebloomingidea.com 
Mon.—fri.: 9 a.m.—6 p.m. Sat.: 10 
a.m.—2 p.m. closed Sunday

White roses are a favorite for weddings. The Blooming Idea sells gifts for any occasion.

By Matt Stephens

A blooming business

10%The cost of flowers 
is typically

of total average 
wedding costs

The Blooming idea has served 
Montgomery county since 

$100-$30,000
Range of costs to provide flowers for a 

typical wedding 

250-300
deliveries on 

valentine’s Day 

300-350
deliveries for 
Mother’s Day

  

The Blooming idea makes about 

&

2002
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Via Emilia’s pork shank is slowly braised with caramelized apples and onions ($29).
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via emilia
family passes on five generations of cooking

M ore than 50 years ago, Alma 
Amadori discovered a case 
in her home in Ravenna, a 

province on the northeast coast of Italy 
on the Adriatic Sea. In this case Amadori 
found dozens of recipes, handwritten on 
onionskin paper. More than five decades 
and three generations later, those same 
recipes have helped make Via Emilia one 
of the most acclaimed restaurants in The 
Woodlands.

Amadori’s grandson, Carlos, is one of 
three owners of today’s Via Emilia, along 
with his son, Enrique, and his mother, 
Elda. The upscale Italian restaurant can 
trace its roots back to the early 20th cen-
tury, to Emilia-Romagna, about 40 miles 
west of the Adriatic coast.

Via Emilia made its Houston-area 
debut 14 years ago at a location on FM 
1960. However, Enrique said the center 
where the restaurant was located was 
bought out, and the family was forced to 
look elsewhere for a spot for their restau-
rant. Two years ago, Via Emilia opened 
its current location in The Woodlands.

“We found many of the customers we 
had at the old location have moved to The 

Woodlands,” Enrique said. “Many, many 
familiar faces come in here now.”

Via Emilia specializes in its handmade 
pastas and braised meats. The pasta is 
made each day by Elda, and many of the 
recipes are hers, Enrique said.

“She still cooks every day,” he said. 
“She’s here tasting sauces, tasting dress-
ings, tasting everything to make sure 
everyone is following her recipes.”

Elda said she came from a large Italian 
family, who often had large gatherings 
that usually featured food.

“Some of her favorite dishes to make 
are braised meats,” Enrique said. “Very 
early on her mother and grandmother 
used to prepare and use special ingredi-
ents to make braised meats.”

Enrique said that what sets the restau-
rant apart from others in the commu-
nity is its involvement of the family. His 
brother, Janiel, and mother, Lileika, also 
work in the Via Emilia kitchen.

“Everyday you will see my father, my 
grandmother or me here,” he said. “Part 
of the success of the restaurant comes not 
only from the family, but [also] the great 
team that is part of the family.”

dINING

via emilia

flintridge Dr. 

Woodlands pkwy.
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 10700 Kuykendahl Road 

The Woodlands • 281-465-9555
www.viaemiliarestaurant.com
Mon.—Sat.: 11 a.m.—10 p.m.
Sun.: 11 a.m.—8 p.m.

Menu highlights
•	Vitello Osso Buco – veal shank slowly 

braised in wine, served with linguine tossed 
with spinach, olive oil, and garlic ($31)

•	Gnocchi di Patate – Homemade potato 
dumplings topped with traditional Northern 
italian meat sauce and parmesan cheese 
($12)

•	Ravioli di Aragosta – Handmade, half-
moon shaped pockets of pasta filled with 
lobster, topped with tomato vodka cream 
sauce and shrimp ($26)

 Via Emilia opened in The Woodlands in 2011.

The Orioli family owns and operates Via Emilia.

The restaurant features a wall of photos of several 
generations of the Orioli family.

By Brian Walzel

The family business

$15

10
pasta 
dishes 
under

$10

8
Soups & 
salads 
under

3rd best italian restaurants in 
Houston, according to KHOU

13
years

since via Emilia 
opened its first 
restaurant in 

Houston

150 Different bottles of 
wine available 

Via Emilia recently underwent an expansion, 
which included a new bar area.

Fettucine al Nero di Seppia ($26) is a specialty.

®
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I n January 1978, on orders from the 
bishop, Ed Robb and his wife, Beverly, 
arrived in The Woodlands to establish 

the community’s first Methodist church. 
Robb was 27 years old at the time, and The 
Woodlands was even younger, only 4 years 
old.

“I grew up in West Texas, and I’d never 
heard of The Woodlands—no one had,” 
Robb said. “From the beginning the 
[Woodlands] Development Company 
advertised that The Woodlands some day 
would be a community of 150,000 people 
on 28,000 continuous acres. Of course, that 
was hard to believe.”

His first year in The Woodlands, Robb 
established The Woodlands United Meth-
odist Church, which initially met at the 
community’s Information Center in the 
Grogan’s Mill Village Center. 

Under Robb’s pastorship, The Wood-
lands United Methodist Church moved 
into its own location next to what was then 
McCullough High School. 

Not long after Robb got his church 
going, he began his involvement serving 
the community. Over the years, Robb has 
been involved in a variety of organizations, 

including serving on various boards of 
nonprofit organizations, such as the South 
County YMCA, the Montgomery County 
Women’s Center, the Cynthia Woods 
Mitchell Pavilion and Interfaith.

In 1999, Robb made his first foray into 
local government, when he served as the 
chairman of the board of directors of the 
Town Center Improvement District, the 
forerunner to The Woodlands Township. 

Robb said he has faced almost no chal-
lenges between his two roles as a faith 
leader and an elected official. 

“Sometimes there have been misconcep-
tions when people thought I was running 
with a religious agenda,” he said. “I have 
no religious agenda in [the capacity of 
public office]. My interests are the same as 
the other directors, to determine what’s 
beneficial to the residents and commercial 
interests of The Woodlands.”

During Robb’s tenure as chairman of 
the TCID board, The Woodlands began 
discussions into avoiding potential 
annexation by the city of Houston. Robb, 
along with State Sen. Tommy Williams, 
R-The Woodlands, played key roles in the 
creation of The Woodlands’ new form of 

governance as a township. Since 2010, 
Robb has served as a director on The 
Woodlands Township board of directors.

“When [all the political entities] became 
one by that legislation, it was only natural 
that I would continue to serve and build 
upon the successes of this new unified gov-
ernment,” Robb said. “I’ve stood for elec-
tion twice and am thankful that the voters 
have allowed me to continue to serve.”

During his tenure as an elected official in 
The Woodlands, Robb has helped oversee 
the development of  Waterway Square, the 
expansion of The Woodlands Pavilion, 

Market Street, Town Green Park and the 
community’s new fire stations.

While the community has grown under 
Robb’s leadership, so has his church. 
His congregation membership recently 
eclipsed the 10,000 mark, and the church 
began construction on a new $22 million 
Family Life Center.

“When we came here, The Woodlands 
had less than 2,700 residents, not a stop 
light, not a grocery store,” Robb said. “All 
of our adult lives have been in The Wood-
lands. We’ve had the pleasure of growing 
with this community.”

ed Robb
Pastor leads through faith, community service

ICON

By Brian Walzel
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Ed Robb has been pastor of The Woodlands united Methodist Church since 1978 and a director on The 
Woodlands Township board of directors since 2010. He has twice been elected to his position.

Your Personal  
Assets Get  

Our Personal  
Attention.

At First Victoria, keeping pace with your 
personal and professional banking  

needs is what we’re all about. That’s why  
our Wealth Management Services and 

PrivateBankers offer a unique and  
different brand of banking. Enjoy access  

to services ranging from the most routine  
banking needs to more complex investment,  

trust and insurance products1. 

To learn more about how we can create  
an “out of the box” solution for you,  

stop by our newest banking center  
at 1430 Research Forest Drive.

Tanya Castro   t Sr. Vice President 
Trust & Investments  
281.599.6039 

Jeannie Jennings  t Vice President  
PrivateBanking/Wealth Management
832.663.4507

Heidi Carney  t Vice President  
PrivateBanking/Wealth Management
832.663.4506

1Securities offered through Cetera Investment Services LLC, 
member FINRA/SIPC. Investments are: • Not FDIC/NCUSIF 
insured • May lose value • Not financial institution guaranteed 
• Not a deposit • Not insured by any federal government agency. 
Cetera is not affiliated with First Victoria Bank.

2013

The Woodlands - Research Forest
1430 Research Forest Dr.   
The Woodlands

facebook.com/FirstVictoria twitter.com/FirstVictoria

www.firstvictoria.com
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I n today’s society, an estimated 
90 percent of abuse or neglect on 
children is carried out by a caregiver 

or someone the child knows, according 
to Children’s Safe Harbor. As the only 
child advocacy center in The Woodlands 
area, Children’s Safe Harbor combines 
a variety of resources under one roof to 
ease the healing process for children ages 
2–17 who have experienced or witnessed 
different forms of abuse.

Children’s Safe Harbor started small in 
the early 1990s with a board of direc-
tors who gathered to examine physical, 
emotional and sexual child abuse laws. 
The center, founded Aug. 31, 1998, has 
expanded throughout the past four years 
from a 3,000- to 15,000-square-feet 
facility with about 12 employees to bet-
ter serve children in Montgomery, San 
Jacinto and Walker counties.

“All of these years, the average child 
we see is a 7-year-old white female,” said 
Victoria Constance, executive director 
of Children’s Safe Harbor and CEO of 
the board. “Rather than taking her to the 
police department, CPS [Child Protec-
tive Services] and a nurse, we bring all 

of those people to the advocacy center to 
reduce the number of times a child has to 
tell what [abuse] happened to her.”

The center collaborates with local law 
enforcement to provide detectives and has 
established a partnership with Memorial 
Hermann Hospital to offer on-site medi-
cal exams. In addition, children are able 
to receive forensic interviews and coun-
seling by licensed professionals in the 
facility and other satellite offices around 
the community for convenience.

Constance said the center was only 
able to aid about 20 children per month 
15 years ago, but it now accommodates 
anywhere from 55 to 100 with upwards of 
1,200 child cases addressed annually.

Phil Grant, vice president of Children’s 
Safe Harbor and first assistant for the 
Montgomery County District Attorney’s 
Office, has been a prosecutor for 17 years 
and a child abuse specialist for a large 
portion of his career.

“I’ve prosecuted cases where there 
was advocacy center involvement and 
cases where there wasn’t,” Grant said. 
“In cases where there was, I can tell you 
the services offered and the long-term 

counseling not only benefit prosecution, 
[but] the child at the end of the experi-
ence is much better off because of the 
support and counseling they receive.”

Children’s Safe Harbor receives about 
three-quarters of its funding for opera-
tions through federal, state and local 
grants, with 25 percent raised through 
donations and fundraising. As the center 
continues to serve the ever-growing 
county communities, Constance said, 
officials hope to raise $1.5 million within 
the next two or three years to expand the 
facility by 12,000 square feet to better 
accommodate more services for children.

Children’s Safe Harbor
advocates aims to aid child abuse victims

NONPROFIT

Children’s Safe Harbor

Wilson Rd. 

W. Semands Ave. 
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1519 Odd fellow Street 
conroe • 936-756-4644
www.childrenssafeharbor.org

Victoria Constance is the executive director of Children’s Safe Harbor, as well as a member of the board.
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By Liza Winkler 
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Redefi ning Fine Furniture
Exotic and Repurposed Hardwood Furniture, Home Accessories and More

26207 Oak Ridge Dr. Ste. A. • The Woodlands, TX 77380    

281-292-5536 • 713-426-5556 • Monday to Saturday 10-6pm • Sunday By Appointment Only 

www.TexasTuscanFurniture.com                   info@TexasTuscanFurniture.com

TEXAS  TUSCAN   FURNITURE    DESIGNS

Where Everything is One of a Kind...

NEW
WOODLANDS

LOCATION

New 
Woodlands 

Location

SUMMER AND ANNIVERSARY SALE
Up to 30% Off Your Entire Purchase Take a Magical Trip to Neverland with

Class Act Productions

July 12, 19, 20 - 7:30 PM
July 13, 14, 21 - 2:30 PM

For Tickets, go to ClassActProductions.org 
or Call (281) 292-6779

Family Discount Packs Available

Nancy Bock Center for Performing Arts
3800 S. Panther Creek Drive - The Woodlands, TX 77381

Unbeatable entertainment, so close to home
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what Is a geographIc Fault?

P ortions of The Wood-
lands, primarily in the 
northwestern segments 

along the Research Forest cor-
ridor, sit atop three fault lines. 

Shuhab Khan, an associate 
professor in the department of 
Earth and atmospheric science 
at the University of Houston, 
said faults in The Woodlands 
likely formed by one of three 
ways: through sedimentation, 
salt deposits and subsidence.

“[The faults] formed primar-
ily because of the rivers bring-
ing sediments into the area, 
and the sediments are moving 
toward the ocean,” Khan said.  

Some faults, he said, are 
formed because of salt deposits 
in the Houston area. 

“In the Houston area, there 
is a lot of salt, and salt has a 
lower density than water and 
tries to come up [to the surface] 
by itself,” Khan said. “So salt 
comes up and fractures the 
ground.”

Subsidence is a result of 
increased groundwater usage. 
As more groundwater is 
pumped from below the Earth’s 
surface, fractures occur at 
ground level, Khan said.

“In The Woodlands, primar-
ily it’s the groundwater [that 
causes faults],” Khan said. 

Fault lines in the Houston 
and Woodlands areas move 
an average of 1 centimeter per 
year, he said.

“That means that’s an aver-
age,” Khan said. “It may move 2 
centimeters next year and after 
that it may not move at all. Not 
every fault is active.”

Michael Bowden, owner of 
Bowden Appraisals, said local 
faults typically have a negliga-
ble affect on property values.

“In most cases in this area 
the answer is zero, none,” he 
said. “However, if it’s an active 
fault line, and there are several 
of those around, it could have 
an affect on value.”

Fault lines
Many causes lead to ground shifts

INSIde INFORMATION

By Brian Walzel

• A fault is a curved fracture 
in the rocks of the earth’s 
crust, where compressional or 
tensional forces cause relative 
displacement of the rocks 
on the opposite sides of the 
fracture. 

• Faults range in length from a 
few centimeters to hundreds 
of miles.

• Displacement can range from 
less than a centimeter to 
several hundred miles.

• Faults can be vertical, horizon-
tal or inclined at any angle.

• Local faults are caused by 
subsidence, salt deposits and 
sedimentation.

• South Montgomery County 
contains more than 50 active 
surface faults.
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The Egypt Fault has resulted in pavement 
offsets near FM 1488 and Research Forest.

EVERYONE
GETS  IT!
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The Woodlands edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper 

is now mailed to

73,714
homes, apartments 

and businesses.

Vist www.impactnews.com all month
long for up-to-date community coverage.

OUR MISSION 
is to build communities of 

informed citizens and thriving businesses 
through the collaboration of a passionate team.
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The 
Woodlands 
Waterway
Corridor is home to 
entertainment district

W ith scenic river views over-
looking sprawling landscapes 
of local hangouts, high-rise 

buildings and luxury apartments, The 
Woodlands Waterway has been molded 
and shaped since the 1970s into the iconic 
centerpiece and landmark it is today.

The Waterway spans a little more than 
1 mile across Town Green Park to The 
Woodlands Mall and is home to several 
restaurants and other hotspots, including 
Crush Wine Lounge, Bar Louie, La Lupita 
and Baker St. Pub & Grill. The central 
waterway interconnects facilities, such as 
the Cynthia Mitchell Woods Pavilion and 
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott & 
Convention Center, with winding paths, 
stairways and bridges through well-mani-
cured landscaping.

“What you see down [at The Wood-
lands Waterway] has been on our plans 
for years,” said Alex Sutton, co-president 
of The Woodlands Development Com-
pany. “If you go back and look at the 
renderings in general, we are developing 
out the vision we’ve been presenting to 
the market for a while, and the market is 
responding well.”

The Woodlands Development Com-
pany officials have worked since the 1970s 
to bring in a mix of businesses, such as 
hotels, restaurants, retail shops, office 
spaces, manufacturer headquarters and 
multi-tenant buildings for firms in the 
law, medical and energy fields.

“[The goal was] to develop a mixed use, 
pedestrian-oriented zone where people 
can work, recreate, shop and live,” Sutton 
said.

Families looking to spend a day out-
doors have a variety of options for enter-
tainment at Waterway Square with live 
music performances during Waterway 
Nights, a fountain area synced to music 
and a water play area for children.  

Residents and visitors of all ages can 
regularly be seen making their way down 
the Waterway in single and tandem 
kayaks available for rent at the Riva Row 
Boat House. Guests have the opportunity 
to travel down the corridor on Waterway 
Cruisers that feature glass windows offer-
ing panoramic views.

The Development Company continues 
to seek new tenants to make the Water-
way area even more of a destination place 
for families, Sutton said.

By Liza Winkler 

ClOSe-uP

1  Waterway Square offers fountain displays, a water play area for children and band performances dur-
ing Waterway Nights. The area also serves as a popular location to watch community fireworks shows.

2  Outdoor patios at restaurants and bars, such as the one at Américas, are within feet of the Waterway 
and offer a distinctive dining experience. The Waterway also features offices with waterfront views.

3  The Waterway spans 1.4 miles through a landscape of trees, fountains, homes and businesses. The 
Woodlands Development Company has plans for more mixed-use development in the area.
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O ften credited with the famous “on 
the shoulders of giants” quote, Sir 
Isaac Newton actually borrowed 

the phrase from a mathematician cen-
turies earlier and wrote it in a letter to a 
fellow physicist, a man of smaller stature 
than Newton who took the phrase as a 
personal insult. 

Sculp-Tours owner Tony Motto tells 
this story each time he passes the “On the 
Shoulders of Giants” sculpture on one of 
his many art tours through The Wood-
lands. The sculpture also serves as an 
inspiration to Motto, who credits the art-
ists, Woodlands founder George Mitchell 
and Coulson Tough—whose idea it was 
to fund public art in The Woodlands—for 
inspiring him to begin Sculp-Tours. 

“Because of what they have done, I’m 
allowed to share this wonderful collection 
with people, which is the most fun I could 
ever have,” Motto said. 

Motto began Sculp-Tours in 2010 to 
provide tours to tourists, residents and 
their families of the more than 50 public 
sculpture installations in The Woodlands. 
The program features two tours, each 
costing $15 per person and with stops at 

about 20 sculptures on either the eastern 
or western side of The Woodlands. Motto 
holds tours for anywhere from two to 24 
people, with trips lasting about an hour-
and-a-half. 

“If we get the right group, we’ll do the 
eco-taxi, which really gets them close to 
the sculptures and allows them to really 
feel a part of the tour,” Motto said.

With the eastern or western tour, 
Motto said both sides of The Woodlands 
feature an abundance of realistic and 
abstract outdoor sculptures. He provides 
background information on each piece, 
including everything from the artist to 
the materials used. Motto said The Wood-
lands’ collection is the largest of its kind 
for a community of its size in the nation. 

“Normally a community such as ours 
would have land donated, they’d build a 
fence around it, stuff it full of sculptures, 
charge an admission and call it a sculp-
ture garden,” Motto said. “Ours are liter-
ally in our backyards.” 

A steel worker in the 1980s, Motto, 55, 
said he went back to school to follow his 
passion of becoming an art teacher. Upon 
graduating, he moved to The Woodlands 

and taught at David Elementary in 1990. 
“I came down here to teach art, and 

right off the sculptures just appealed to 
me because of my steel working back-
ground,” he said.

Motto created woodlandsart.com in 
1994 and compiled a book, “The Wood-
lands Outdoor Sculptures,” in 2009 to 
highlight every sculpture added from 
1994-2009. The book instigated a need for 
Sculp-Tours, he said. The money earned 
through Sculp-Tours funds the Greater 
Woodlands Public Art Foundation, which 
maintains and protects the public art. 

Sculp-Tours
Tours showcase Woodlands sculptures

eNTeRTAINMeNT

Sculp-Tours owner Tony Motto provides in-depth background information on many of the outdoor sculp-
tures in The Woodlands on his tours. 
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By Matt Stephens

Sculp-Tours Tour Information
•	When: Tours can begin at 9 a.m., 11 a.m., 1 

p.m. or 3 p.m. seven days a week and last 
about an hour-and-a-half. 

•	Cost: Admission is $15 per person for groups 
smaller than 20 and $10 per person for 
groups larger than 20. Owner Tony Motto  
offers tours for groups of 2-24 people. 

•	Transportation: Smaller groups travel on an 
electric eco-taxi, while larger groups travel on 
a small rental bus.

Sculp-Tours

281-467-8818 
www.woodlandsart.com

Back Pain? 
Spinal Concerns? 

Carpal Tunnel Issues?

Please call to schedule
Mention this ad for a free gift

713.464.6245
Mahmood Moradi, M.D.

Neurosurgery

 Lumbar     Cranial
 Thoracic      Cervical
 Peripheral Nerves

925 Gessner Suite 500, Houston Texas 77024

11302 Fallbrook Suite 201, Houston Texas 77065

Neurosurgical procedures performed by M Moradi, MD

Assisted Living with 
an emphasis on 

Living.

Imagine watching your loved one regain an enthusiasm for life with 
personalized support in a friendly, encouraging environment. A little help 
can make an enormous difference with activities of daily living such as 
bathing and dressing.
Call to schedule a get-acquainted visit, or tour our website today and 
discover how we provide our residents with the highest standards of 
Assisted Living.

Services and Amenities Include:
• Pet friendly    • On-site home health
• Kitchenettes    • Customized care plans
• On-site therapy gym for physical,  • Wireless Internet in
   speech and occupational therapy    common areas
        

AssIsted LIvIng
ALzheImer’s & dementIA CAre

303 Lantern Bend drive  |  houston, tX 77090

1-877-849-3120
brookdale.com

Facility no. 030280

1 Bedroom Apartments Start at $1,995

ALL THE PLACES LIFE CAN GO is a trademark of Brookdale Senior Living, Inc., Nashville, TN, USA ® Reg. U.S. Patent and TM Office. 52320-RES21-0513-GB
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F arm-to-market roads started in 
Texas in 1936 to help farmers more 
easily transport their goods to the 

market. 
The Texas Department of Transportation 

owns and maintains the state’s more than 
50,000 miles of farm-to-market roadways, 
typically located in the state’s rural areas. 

More than half of all roadways in Texas 
are farm to market roads. 

“They were started because the farms 
needed a good road to get to the market 
to sell their products,” said Jean Alex-
ander, director of the Tomball Museum. 
“Of course it was really very important 
because this was reconstruction time after 
the Civil War and things were not easy 
for people. This was their livelihood, and 
they needed to get to market and get a fair 
price. Farming was one of the main busi-
nesses from the beginning of the area.”

The first farm-to-market road in Texas 
was 5.8 miles, built between 1936 and 
1937 in eastern  Texas between Mount 
Enterprise and Shiloh in Rusk County. The 
project cost $48,015, according to TxDOT. 
The roadway was redesignated in 1939 as a 
segment of Hwy. 315.

FM 1488, which travels through Mont-
gomery and Waller counties, was built in 
1949 and is 41.158 miles long. 

The early construction of farm-to-
market roads was paid for with an annual 
appropriation of $15 million from the 
state general fund, called for by the Texas 
Legislature through the Colson-Briscoe 
Act in 1949.

Typically, roads east of U.S. 281 are 
called farm-to-market roads, and roadways 
west of U.S. 281 are called ranch to market 

local FM roads
•	fM 1488: Runs through Waller and Montgom-

ery counties, is 41.158 miles long, and was 
constructed in 1949. 

•	fM 1774: Runs through Waller, Montgomery 
and Grimes counties, is 32.208 miles long, 
and was constructed in 1951. 

•	fM 2920: Runs through Harris county, is 
30.849 miles long and was built in 1964.

•	fM 2978: Runs through Harris and Montgom-
ery counties, is 9.161 miles long, and was 
built in 1965.

•	fM 1486: Runs through Montgomery and 
Grimes counties, is 29.847 miles long, and 
was built in 1949.

•	 fM 1097: Runs through Montgomery and 
Walker counties, is 30.222 miles long, and 
was constructed in 1948.

Farm-to-market roads are common in the Magnolia and Woodlands area, including FM 2920.
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Farm-to-market roads
Half of Texas roadways are fM roads

By Tamra Santana

hISTORy       TeXAS

roads. Some of the farm-to-market and 
ranch to market roadway signs throughout 
the state are shortened to “Farm Road” or 
“Ranch Road.” 

There is one road formally designated 
“Ranch Road” in the state—Ranch Road 1 
near the former ranch home of President 
Lyndon B. Johnson. 

There is one other similar designation—
NASA 1, around the Mission Control 
Center in Houston.

Iowa and Missouri have a similar farm-
to-market roadway system, according to 
TxDOT.

Although many of the farm-to-market 
roadways now run through urbanized 
areas, TxDOT does not have any plans to 
change the name of the roadways.

“The public is familiar with these names 
and businesses and residential address 
listings use these route designations,” said 
TxDOT spokesman Danny Perez. “There is 
no talk of changing these names.”

Tour 15
Beautiful 

New Models!

$180s to $1M+
From the

We’re Celebrating 4 

spectacular years of Woodforest,

a community that’s way above par. Join us 

 for cake, prizes, model home tours and 

generous builder incentives!

Every weekend in July!

It’s the icing on 
the cake!

Plus, purchase a New  

home in July and as our  

Gift to you, you’ll receive

$1,000 IN FREE
GROCERIES*

Purchase a new home between July 1-31, 2013 to receive a $1,000 Kroger gift card to be paid after 
closing. Must close by Dec 31, 2013. Gift card to be mailed within 30 days after closing. As with any financial 
decision, buyers are encouraged to do their own due diligence when  selecting a home builder. Woodforest 
makes no representation or warranties on the quality of the homebuilders. Subject to change without notice. 
Realtors Welcome. 6/13

936-447-2800
WoodforestTx.com
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Service Mark for The Village at the Woodlands Waterway is owned by Bridgewood Houston Property Company, Houston, TX. 20503-ROP01-0513 MRM

Independent Living 
Assisted Living

Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care 

2323 Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands, TX 77380
Facility Number: 104849

brookdale.com

www.villagewoodlands.com

Does age really matter?
Not to our Residents.  

Discover our special branD of Distinctive 
retirement living toDay. call (281) 292-4600 

to scheDule your personal visit.

Interested?
We’ve thought of everything you may 

want today or need tomorrow – from 

good times with great neighbors to the 

added security of progressive 

levels of care.  

That’s because true age is more a matter of perception than a 
measure of time. And that’s why you’ll find an active, fulfilling 
retirement lifestyle at The Village at The Woodlands Waterway.

We provide counsel 
and expertise on:
•  Asset Protection

•  Tax and Charitable Planning

•  Trust and Estate Planning

• Family Business Issues with a 

 Focus on Succession Planning, 

 Exit Strategies and Business 

 Transactions

• Probate

• Trust and Estate Litigation

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 200 - The Woodlands, TX 77380 
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

 Steven J. Clausen 
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

*

*

Who do you turn to when you have a family 
business, wealth preservation or tax issue? 

You turn to the expert who has handled these complex 
issues for over twenty-fi ve years as a large fi rm partner 

and as the owner of a boutique fi rm.
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CORRIdOR

Retail

1  This Randalls grocer features a 
fresh deli, bakery, pharmacy, seafood 
department, floral department, digital 
photo section, sushi bar and olive bar. 
The grocer also houses a Wells fargo 
Bank and a Redbox for movie rentals. 
281-363-5100. www.randalls.com 

2  Marta’s Ladies Boutique and owner 
Marta pate offer a variety of shoes, 
jewelry, luggage, handbags, belts, home 
accessories and gifts. Ste. 210.  
281-367-5797. www.martasclothing.com 

3  Robichau’s Jewelry has served The 
Woodlands area since 1986, offering 
custom jewelry, watches, wedding and 

Panther Creek village Center
4775 W. Panther Creek Dr. 

11   The world’s largest submarine 
sandwich chain, Subway, offers 
traditional sub sandwich favorites, 
breakfast sandwiches, salads and 
catering. Ste. 450. 281-367-3891.  
www.subway.com 

12  Masa’s Sushi & Robata Bar and 
chef Masa Nagashima serve a variety 
of sushi and sashimi with some fish, 
meat and vegetables imported directly 
from Japan. The restaurant houses a 
full bar and Tatimi Room, available for 
reservations. Ste. 430. 281-298-5688. 
www.sushimasahouston.com 

13  Los Cucos Mexican Cafe cooks 
traditional Tex-Mex favorites and offers 
a full bar, catering, happy hour and 
karaoke. Ste. 200. 281-296-2303.  
www.loscucos.com 

14  The Brooklyn Cafe panther creek 
location has served traditional breakfast 
fare, wraps, burgers and sandwiches 
since opening in 1996. 281-298-7488. 
www.thebrooklyncafe.com 

15  Starbucks serves dozens of drink 
options, including coffee, cappuccinos, 
smoothies, tea and other beverages, as 
well as bakery foods, sandwiches and 
salads. Ste. 160. 281-419-6758.  
www.starbucks.com 

16   TCBY serves a variety of yogurt 
flavors with several topping options, 
parfaits, banana splits, smoothies, ice 
cream cakes and pies, milkshakes and 
sundaes. Ste. 150. 281-419-8053.  
www.tcby.com 

17  McDonald’s has been serving 
burgers, fries and other fast food 
favorites for decades, with more than 
34,000 restaurants around the world. 
4600 Woodlands parkway.  
281-298-1515. www.mcdonalds.com 

beauty

18   Established in 1983, Brian of 
London hair salon and emporium offers 

engagement rings, as well as jewelry 
and watch repair, appraisals and 
restringing. Ste. 245. 281-367-7807. 
www.robichausjewelry.com 

4  Sears Hardware sells a variety 
of products and appliances, such as 
washers and dryers, dishwashers and 
lawnmowers while also providing repair, 
installation and other services. Ste. 270. 
281-292-8779.  
www.searshardwarestores.com

5  Open for more than 20 years, The 
Beverage Shoppe features hundreds 
of well-known and rare wine, liquor and 
beer options. Ste. 300. 281-363-9463. 

6  independently owned and operated, 
The Woodlands Ink & Toner Co. offers 
hundreds of varieties of ink and toner for 
printers and guarantees its cartridges for 
90 days. Ste. 310. 281-419-9883.  
www.woodlandsinkandtoner.com 

7  Opened in 2004, Teacups & 
Tadpoles is a children’s boutique, 
which sells distinctive clothing designs, 
children’s books and a variety of gift 
items. Ste. 158. 281-681-0639.  
www.uniquekidswear.com

8  CVS Pharmacy offers a full-service 
pharmacy, photo printing services, 
and sells groceries, toiletries, school 
supplies, cards and stationery, medicine, 
gifts and other items.  Ste. 100.  
281-363-9174. www.cvs.com 

Dining

9  Crust Pizza Company serves up 17 
different gourmet pizzas, about a dozen 
pasta dishes, hot and cold subs, salads 
and appetizers. Ste. 530. 281-298-8844. 
www.crustpizzaco.com 

10  Recently celebrating its 30th 
anniversary, Ace Chinese Restaurant 
offers traditional chinese favorites, such 
as Kung pao Beef, Buddha’s Delight, 
Orange chicken and more. Ste. 490. 
281-363-3993. 
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hair styling services, such as cuts, trims, 
coloring, highlights and waxing for men, 
women and children. Ste. 500.  
281-363-3981. www.brianoflondon.com 

19   Massage Heights offers several 
massage and facial options, including 
hot stone therapy, reviving foot scrub, 
active therapy and aromatherapy. Ste. 
220B. 832-900-7788.  
www.massageheights.com 

20   TNT Nails offers traditional nail 
salon services, including manicures, 
pedicures and waxing. Ste. 315.  
281-419-8793. 

21   Serving The Woodlands for more 
than 20 years, Village Cuts and its 
stylists provide haircuts for men, 
women, children and seniors, as well 
as shampoos, coloring, highlights and 
perms. Ste. 155. 281-292-2656.  
www.villagecutsonline.com

banking

22    Chase Bank offers credit cards, 
checking, savings, loans, mortgages and 
other banking services. This location 
features an ATM. 4755 W. panther creek 
Drive. 281-363-8919. www.chase.com 

health Care

23   Woodlands Village Braces and Dr. 
craig pettey can straighten its patients’ 
teeth in about a year, offering services 
such as invisalign, clear braces and 
fastbraces. Ste. 470. 832-795-5665. 
www.woodlandsvillagebraces.com

24   The panther creek office of 
Woodlands Eye Associates offers 
comprehensive eye and vision exams, 
LASiK, contact lens management, 
allergy eye treatment and dry eye 
management. 281-367-5335.  
www.woodlandseye.com

25   Opened in 2007, panther creek 
Family Dentistry and Dr. phillip Brown 
provide dental services, including 

examinations and cleanings, braces, 
fillings, teeth whitening and crowns. Ste. 
265. 281-419-2405.  
www.panthercreekdentist.com 

26   caring for The Woodlands since 
1985, Village Medical Centers provides 
child care, immunizations, physicals, 
acne and skin cancer screening, weight 
loss programs and screenings. Ste. 345. 
281-292-1192.  
www.villagemedicalcenter.com

Services 

27   family-owned and operated, The 
Village Cleaners has served The 
Woodlands for more than 30 years, 
providing dry cleaning services, laundry 
services, alteration and heirlooming. Ste. 
460. 281-292-6411.

28   PostNet offers designing, printing, 
copying, digital and shipping services, 
as well as offering faxing, office supplies 
and has a staff notary. Ste. 440.  
281-419-0440. www.postnet.com 

29   Mathnasium of The Woodlands 
offers expert math tutors for grades 
K-12, customized learning plans and 
personalized instruction built around 
each student. Ste. 410. 281-465-4990. 
www.mathnasium.com 

30   Realty Executives has several real 
estate experts available who can help 
customers buy or sell homes. Ste. 240. 
281-292-4718.  
www.realtyexecutives.com 

31   State Farm and insurance agent 
Dan Johnston offers automotive, home, 
renters and life insurance, among other 
insurance options as well as the State 
farm Bank. Ste. 330. 281-363-1877. 
www.statefarm.com 

32   Edwards Jones Investments 
provides investment advice, whether 
its preparing for retirement, paying for 
college, planning for inheritance or other 
investments needs. Ste. 145.  

281-367-2798. www.edwardjones.com 

33   Panther Creek Vet Clinic offers 
several veterinary services, including 
vaccinations, internal medicine, 
ultrasound, digital radiographs and 
dental X-rays, pain management, 
microchipping, laser therapy, dietary 
counseling and a fully stocked 
pharmacy. Ste. 135. 281-367-7733.  
www.grogansmillpetclinic.com 

34   Mike Powell Insurance Agency 
offers a variety of insurance options, 
including home, renters, flood, 
automotive, condo, life, boats, worker’s 
comp, 401k and young drivers.  Ste. 130. 
281-367-2034.  
www.mikepowellinsurance.com 

35   The Woodlands Shell Lube & 
Tire Service offers car care services, 
including tires, oil changes, air 
conditioning, braking systems, batteries 
and engine analysis. The shopping 
center also features a Shell gas station 
with multiple pumps and a convenience 
store. 4725 W. panther creek Drive.  
281-364-9666.  
www.woodlandsshell.com 

36   Xpress Lube provides a variety of 
vehicle services, including oil changes, 
state inspections and tire rotation. 4450 
Woodlands parkway. 281-298-6557.  
www.expresslubethewoodlands.com 

Activities

37    United Studios of Self Defense 
offers programs to fit martial artists of 
all ages and skill levels and educated 
professional instructors who are trained 
in the art of Kenpo Karate. Ste. 480. 281-
465-4411. www.ussd.com

38    The Woodlands Children’s 
Museum offers educational classes, 
programs, summer camps, and field 
trips and birthday parties for children. 
Ste. 280. 281-465-0955.  
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org 

Compiled by Matt Stephens

The children’s boutique, Teacups and Tadpoles, 
has sold children’s clothing since opening in 2004.  

7

Crust Pizza Company features a variety of gour-
met pizzas and other food options on its menu. 

9

The Village Cleaners has offered dry cleaning ser-
vices in The Woodlands for more than 30 years. 

27

The Woodlands Children’s Museum provides 
several children’s activities, programs and events. 
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Build Equity;
Why PAY Rent?{ {Providing today’s smart business owners with quality offi ce ownership. 

Don’t throw away money each month on rent. Call us and own today! 

25511 Budde Road | The Woodlands, 77380  | 281.292.6100 | www.brownstoneoffi cecondos.com 
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be completed in spring 2014. 
“[Those new hotel rooms] 

will be a welcome addition, cer-
tainly to the inventory that’s here, 
because there is a pressure point 
on the inventory here,” Wolda 
said. “It’s sometimes very tough 
to find guest rooms here, particu-
larly during the week and during 
big events.”

Officials from The Woodlands 
Development Company said 
future hotels are also planned at 
Hughes Landing and at Waterway 
Square. A luxury hotel at Water-
way Square could house 300-plus 
rooms and open in early 2015, 
while the Hughes Landing hotel 
will target business and leisure 
travel, house about 175 rooms 
and open in mid-2015. 

Wolda said he believes large 
corporations are significant driv-
ers to the demand in the hotel 
industry, citing businesses that 

Hotels
Continued from | 1

host their customers and vendors. 
He also credited the demand to 
The Woodlands’ experience in 
hosting conventions of 400-600 
people, with even non-host hotels 
receiving stays from conventions.  

Leisure activities also drive 
hotel stays, Wolda said, citing the 
success of events, such as Memo-
rial Hermann IronMan Texas, 
The Woodlands Waterway Arts 
Festival and concerts at the Cyn-
thia Woods Mitchell Pavilion. 
Wolda said The Woodlands’ 8 
million square feet of shopping, 
dining, hospitality and entertain-
ment encourage tourism as well. 

“It’s kind of a perfect world [for] 
the hotels, because it’s not just 
dependent on one thing,” Wolda 
said. “Disney is just dependent 
on Disney—the hotels there. How 
the attraction goes, that’s how the 
hotels go. But for us, there’s a mul-
titude of reasons.”

Shenandoah plans
The Woodlands is not alone in 

its hotel industry growth or need 
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Taxable Hotel Receipts

existing Hotels

Future Hotels

Rooms on the rise

$0
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$45,000,000

$8,000,000
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$55,000,000

$10,000,000

$60,000,000

$65,000,000

The graphs show the growth since 2008 following the recession in taxable hotel receipts, or 
the money received by hotels from visitors that can be taxed by the state and communities. 

There are 18 hotels in The Woodlands and 
Shenandoah with more than 2,000 rooms. 

Shenandoah is considering five possible sites 
for hotels, while The Woodlands will soon 
have three new hotels, and Oak Ridge North 
hopes to have its first in the next few years.  

2008

2008

2009

2009

2010

2010

2011

2011

2012

2012

Fairfield Inn & Suites 
Best Western  
Candlewood Suites 
Towneplace Suites 

Comfort Suites
Hampton Inn 

Homewood Suites
Days Inn 

la Quinta 
Drury Inn 
America’s Best Value Inn & Suite
Woodlands Residence Inn No. 1
Woodlands Courtyard Inn
Hilton Garden Inn 

Woodlands Residence Inn No. 2
Hyatt Market Street 
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott 
The Woodlands Resort & 
Conference Center
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Home2 Suites
Courtyard Marriott 
Holiday Inn
Staybridge Suites
unknown hotel by Sunbelt 
Development 
Hyatt Place Hotel: Planned for 
completion in 2014, this hotel will add 
184 hotel rooms

New Waterway Square hotel: 
This luxury hotel should add 300-plus 
rooms when it opens in early 2015. 

Hughes landing hotel: A hotel 
planned for the ongoing Hughes 
Landing development should add 175 
hotel rooms. 

Oak Ridge North: Oak Ridge North 
hopes to have its first hotel built at the 
southwest corner of Robinson Road 
and I-45 in two to three years.

2

5

3

4
16

7

8

9

Source: State comptroller’s website, The Woodlands Township, city of Shenandoah
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10%
SUMMER SPECIAL

“A fence to you, a reputation to us.”

With coupon only. 
Expires 8/15/13

off 281-356-2496 • www.acefence.com

Serving The Woodlands for over 35 years

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

FREE ESTIMATES

SINCE 1971

“We’re your neighborhood auto repair shop and have been for 40 years”

Complete Automotive & Transmission Service • RV Repair • Complete Differential Service 
Hybrid Service • Complete Transfer Case Service • Quick Oil Change

Engine Repair & Preventative Maintenance • Radiator & Cooling Systems • Diesel Engine Repair 
Steering, Front End & Suspension • State Inspection • A/C Conditioning & Heating

Welding & Fabrication • Trailer & Hydraulic Repair • Detailing

29707 W. Hawthorne Dr, Spring, TX 77386 • (281) 367-3535

50% OFF
diagnostics 

with any repair.
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for new inventory. Shenandoah, 
which houses seven hotels with 
600 total rooms, is negotiating 
with five different hotels for land 
east of I-45 near the intersec-
tion of David Memorial Drive 
and Tamina Drive, City Admin-
istrator Greg Smith said. These 
developments could increase the 
city’s hotel rooms to 1,000-1,200 
over the next three-to-four years, 
Smith said.

“The demand for hotels is grow-
ing in the whole South Montgom-
ery County area,” he said. “Shenan-
doah’s just very fortunate that we’re 
right in the middle of it.”

Developers for Hilton’s Home2 
Suites have submitted build-
ing plans for a possible hotel on 
vacant land between the Red 
Robin and the Woodforest Tower 
along I-45. However, Smith said 
building plans do no not guaran-
tee the hotel will be constructed. 

Other hotels Shenandoah has 
been in discussions for include 
a Courtyard Marriott north of 
the city’s visitor center at David 

Memorial Drive and Tamina 
Road; a Holiday Inn at the south 
side of that intersection; a Stay-
bridge Suites adjacent to the 
south side of the Holiday Inn and 
a fifth potential hotel just east of 
the visitor’s center.

Although Smith credited cor-
porate business and conferences 
with driving growth in the hotel 
industry, he recognized Conroe 
ISD’s sports facilities—Woodfor-
est Bank Stadium and the natato-
rium—for being one of the larg-
est drivers for the city’s hotels. 
In recent years, Shenandoah has 
hosted national and regional 
swimming, diving, water polo, 
lacrosse and other sports events 
at the complexes. Smith also cred-
ited regional events, such as Iron-
Man Texas in The Woodlands, for 
driving its hotel stays. 

“We have become more focused 
on the sports market in Shenan-
doah, especially with the sports 
facilities that CISD has,” he said. 
“We’re going to continue to try 
to market to sports events and 

continue the sports marketing 
[for events] that have occurred 
in the whole South Montgomery 
County area.”

Hotel industry growth
Fred Domenick, general man-

ager of The Woodlands Waterway 
Marriott Hotel and Convention 
Center and CVB board direc-
tor, said the revenue per available 
room at the Marriott is up about 
9-10 percent from last year, a trend 
he believes is similar across South 
Montgomery County properties. 
Domenick said the local industry’s 
growth has been consistent since a 
“minor blip” from the nation’s eco-
nomic recession. 

“The demand is very strong in 
the market, both in the group and 
the transient side,” Domenick said. 

The Marriott’s occupancy 
should be about 73 percent by 
the end of 2013, he said. Tuesday 
and Wednesday occupancy—the 
strongest nights of the week—
should resemble 2012 figures, 
which were about 86 percent 

Find related stories at impactnews.com. 
Keyword Search

Hotels, The Woodlands CVB

occupied on average last year. 
Although he credited leisure 
and activities for weekend stays, 
Domenick believes the oil and gas 
industry is the biggest driver of 
mid-week occupancy growth. 

Domenick said ExxonMobil 
already creates tens of thousands 
of hotel night stays in Houston, 
and the company’s relocation to a 
385-acre campus just south of The 
Woodlands could drive much of 
those stays to the area. He said the 
Houston hotel market—including 
The Woodlands—is among the 
strongest in the country, although 
he said the current hotel supply 
does not meet the demand. 

“[The Woodlands is] way 
under-supplied,” Domenick said. 
“We’ll be supplied properly in 
three to four years probably when 
those projects get finished, but 
they’re late to the game.”

Oak Ridge North
Although the city does not have 

any hotels, Oak Ridge North has 
been in discussions with several 

hotel companies for land on the 
southwest corner of Robinson 
Road and the I-45 feeder road. City 
Manager Vicky Rudy said the tract 
is the only one within city limits 
that could be used for a hotel. 

“It would be a wonderful addi-
tion to the city,” she said. “It cre-
ates a community vibe that if 
you get the right kind of hotel in, 
it creates sales tax revenue and 
property tax. It would transform 
a corner that is unproductive at 
this point. And it would change 
an entrance to Oak Ridge North.”

Although she could not con-
firm which hotels the city has 
spoken with, she said she hopes a 
hotel will occupy the tract of land 
within two to three years. 

“We want an upper-end hotel 
befitting this community, and one 
that would attract business and 
overnight guests and restaurants,” 
Rudy said. 
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Hotel Occupancy Tax Revenue Convention and Visitors Bureaus and hotels
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The graphs show hotel occupancy tax revenue since 2008. Shenandoah has a 7 percent tax, 
while The Woodlands’ tax was 7 percent before 2011, 8 percent in 2011 and 9 percent in 2012.
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Many cities across the country that house hotels within their limits use a convention & visitors 
Bureau, an organization funded by hotel occupancy tax that drives tourism and hotel growth. 

Hotel occupancy tax revenue is the major fund generator for both cvBs in The Woodlands and 
Shenandoah. Of the 15 percent hotel tax paid by visitors to The Woodlands, 6 percent goes to 
the state and 9 percent goes to The Woodlands Township. in 2013, the township is projected to 
earn $6.3 million in hotel occupancy tax revenue. 

The Woodlands cvB president Nick Wolda said the majority of the HOT tax—7 percent—pays 
down the debt from the construction The Woodalnds Waterway Marriott convention center, 
while the remaining 2 percent—a budgeted $1.4 million in 2013—funds the cvB’s operations, 
which includes hosting various events and festivals. 

fred Domenick, cEO of The Woodlands Waterway Marriott and member of The Woodlands cvB 
Board of Directors, credits the community’s cvB with helping to drive much of the growth The 
Woodlands’ hotel industry has experienced the last few years. 

“They’re attached at the hip, there’s no question about it,” Domenick said. “[cvBs] drive room 
nights in the market, which drives hotel tax revenue, which drives the cvB.”

Shenandoah city Administrator Greg Smith said the city’s HOT tax does not fund any debt 
repayments, but it funds the cvB’s operations. for the 2013 fiscal year, Shenandoah’s 7 percent 
hotel tax is projected to bring about $719,000. 

“Our HOT tax that we receive actually operates our visitor center and then the promotional 
aspect of promoting the city and promoting our hotels to the business community, as well as 
some of the sports communities,” Smith said. $6
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“We don’t want to be the biggest, we would much rather be the best.” •“We don’t want to be the biggest, we would much rather be the best.” •“We don’t want to be the biggest, we would much rather be the best.”                                            

Remember, it pays to 
work with a professional!

CALL
281.766.4352

Land • Industrial • Office • Retail
Commercial Brokerage Services:

8505 Technology Forest Place 
Ste 501 • The Woodlands, TX 77381

TheCommercialProfessionals.com                               
                            

Hablamos un poco de español

Revenue reported by fiscal year (Oct.—Sept.) 
*includes only Oct.—June for fy 2013
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and their communities.”
So far in 2013, the Houston 

district of the U.S. Small Business 
Association has overseen nearly 
$500 million locally in small 
business loans, a figure Gonzalez 
expects to eclipse a quarter of a bil-
lion dollars by the end of the asso-
ciation’s fiscal year.

“The summer months is when 
we do 40 percent of our volume,” 
he said. “The weather gets better, 
people start feeling better about 
investing, and of course the econ-
omy is playing an impact.”

The Woodlands has experi-
enced a recent surge in not only 
large companies relocating or 
opening headquarters in the com-
munity, but also smaller retail and 
service businesses who work in 
support of the large corporations.

“We definitely slowed down 
during the downturn in retail,” 
said Rip Reynolds, senior leasing 
manager for the Howard Hughes 
Corporation. “We did not have a 
lot of retail on the ground to lease. 
Fortunately, our timing has been 
pretty good, with the planning of 
Hughes Landing and the plan-
ning of the Creekside Park Village 
Center, which coincided with the 
upswing out of the economy.” 

However, economic factors are 
not the sole reason The Wood-
lands is a destination for small 
businesses. The dynamics of the 
community itself play a key role, 
Staley said.

“A lot of small businesses want 
to be located near their client base, 
and a lot of our small businesses do 
business here in The Woodlands,” 
Staley said. “Retail certainly sup-
ports that as well. Restaurants do 
tremendously well with the added 
bonus that The Woodlands has a 
huge daytime population.”

Small business industries

Small business
Continued from | 1

A wide variety of small business 
industries have found success in 
The Woodlands, including profes-
sional services and office jobs.

“[The Woodlands] lends itself 
to the service industry, which sup-
ports big businesses, such as CPAs, 
banks and law firms,” Staley said. 
“Go to any office building and you 
will see a very good assortment of 
professional services.” 

He said another niche market 
that has recently developed in The 
Woodlands area is that of office 
condominium projects. 

Office condominiums are sin-
gle-story office spaces, typically 
between 1,200 and 5,000 square 
feet, that offer similar amenities as 
many class A offices and are avail-
able to lease or purchase.

Staley cited successful projects, 
such as one on Budde Road, Tech-
nology Forest Drive, and another 
near Sawmill Park Drive, which he 
said were perfectly suited for small 
businesses. 

The Woodlands Development 
Company is currently seeking 
tenants for its two latest proj-
ects—Hughes Landing, on the 
east shore of Lake Woodlands 
and the Creekside Park Village 
Center on the southwestern edge 
of The Woodlands. 

Reynolds said each of those 
projects would command different 
types of tenants, many of which 
would be small businesses. 

“We have a merchandising plan, 
and it’s different for a mixed-use 
project, like a Hughes Landing or 
Creekside Park,” Reynolds said. 

Creekside Park, he said, would 
likely feature dry cleaners, insur-
ance agents and nail salons. 

“You wouldn’t see Tiffany’s back 
in Creekside Park,” he said. 

Both Reynolds and Karen Hoyl-
man, president of The Woodlands 
Area Chamber of Commerce, said 
small business owners are increas-
ingly interested in opening restau-
rants in The Woodlands. 

“A local restaurant is the hardest 
thing to start up,” Hoylman said. 
“But if your food is really good, 
then they will make it.” 

Hoylman said the chamber vis-
its with many local entrepreneurs 
looking to open small businesses.

“It’s been steady—from restau-
rants to retail shops to manufac-
turing.  All sorts of companies 
have stopped in at the chamber 
to check out demographic data,” 
she said.

Small business development
Although the Chamber of 

Commerce, EDP and Woodlands 
Development Company are all 
responsible for bringing, and keep-
ing, successful small businesses to 
The Woodlands, it is the Lone Star 
College Small Business Develop-
ment Center that has played a sig-
nificant role in getting those busi-
nesses off the ground.

While the SBDC is affiliated 
with the Lone Star College System, 
it does not provide instruction to 
students or teach students how to 
run a business.

Instead, the SBDC provides free 
business management and con-
sulting services, including helping 
entrepreneurs with their business 
plans, market research, money 
management, and budgeting and 
loan assistance.

“Small businesses need to have 
their own CPA, their own attor-
ney and business adviser,” said Sal 
Mira, director of the SBDC. “We 
are the business advisers. We tend 
to round out the advisory team a 
business owner needs to have.”

The SBDC has six locations in 
the Greater Houston area, which 
are also within the Lone Star Col-
lege System’s Service area: Conroe, 
The Woodlands, Tomball, Cy-
Fair, Kingwood and North Harris 
County. 

The center’s headquarters are 
in The Woodlands on Research 
Forest Drive. It was established in 

1985 out of a federal grant match-
ing program, and Mira took on his 
role in 2007.

“In the last six years, we literally 
have helped thousands of people 
grow their businesses,” Mira said.

The increase in loan opportu-
nities entrepreneurs are seeing is 
a result of more favorable busi-
ness opportunities in the region, 
he said.

“When you look at Houston 
compared to rest of the state, it’s 
an exceptional comparison,” Mira 

said. “This particular area, state 
and Greater Houston area is very 
business friendly compared to 
other businesses in other states, 
like California and Ohio. [The 
business climate] is doing excep-
tionally well right now.”

 The Woodlands Area  
Chamber of Commerce
The membership-based chamber helps 
new businesses, mid-sized companies 
and large corporations connect with a 
customer base while providing them 
with needed resources.
www.woodlandschamber.org
1400 Woodloch Forest Drive, Ste. 300
281-367-5777

 The Woodlands Area economic  
Development Partnership 
The EDP works to encourage 
businesses of all sizes to open and 
operate in The Woodlands area. The 
EDP also focuses on business retention 
within the community. 
www.edpartnership.net
1400 Woodloch Forest Drive, Ste. 300
281-363-8130

 lone Star College System Small  
Business Development Center 
The LSCSBDC offers entrepreneurs free 
seminars, counseling and assistance for 
starting a new business.
www.lonestar.edu/sbdc
5000 Research Forest Drive
832-813-6674

 u.S. Small Business Association 
Houston District
The SBA guides entrepreneurs through 
the process of applying for business 
loans and offers tips and a variety of 
resources for new businesses.
www.sba.gov
8701 S. Gessner, Ste. 1200
713-773-6516

Entrepreneurs looking to start their own business have a variety of opportunities 
for information and financial assistance in getting their idea off the ground. The 
following shows local entities that work with and help small businesses and a few 
local lending agencies. 

 Compass Bank
2012 small business loans: eight loans 
for $5 million
Four Woodlands locations 
1-800-266-7277 
www.bbvacompassbank.com 

 Amegy Bank 
2012 small business loan: one loan for 
$30,000
Four Woodlands Locations 
713-235-8800
www.amegybank.com 

 Chase Bank 
2012 small business loan: none
Five Woodlands Locations 
1-877-242-7372
www.chase.com

 Woodforest National Bank
2012 small business loan: one loan for 
$379,000 
Nine Woodlands Locations 
1-877-968-7962 
www.woodforest.com

Resources for small businesses

Local Lenders

What types of small businesses do you visit or 
use the most?

Take the poll online at  
impactnews.com/wdl-poll

281-364-9555
27606 Interstate 45 N. • www.PallottasItalianGrill.com

Woodlands 
Mall

Lake Woodlands Dr.

Woodlands Pkwy.

NEW PRIVATE 
BANQUET ROOM

Seats 65 People
Completely Private

Audio Visual Capable
Beautiful Décor

Great Pricing

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1994

Book Your Next Event 
In Our Banquet Room 

and Receive

10% OFF 
BANQUET

Discount on Food Purchase Only. 
Book Event by 9/30/2013.

Not Valid with any other offers, or on alcohol.

O S S 1994

Source: U.S. SBA, The Woodlands EDp, The Woodlands Area chamber of commerce, Lone 
Star college Small Business Development center

Who Do The Woodlands/Spring Drivers Trust
For Their Transmission Repairs?

COUPON

TRANSMISSION
FLUID CHANGE

One coupon per customer. Must be presented at
time of vehicle drop off. Not valid with other
offers. Valid at Sawdust Rd. location only.
Cottman Transmission    Expires: 8-15-13

Includes up to 5 qts of standard ATF.
Filter and specialty fluids extra.

 OPEN MON-FRI 8-6, SAT 8-12
 - INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED -

One coupon per customer. Must be presented at
time of vehicle drop off. Not valid with other
offers. Valid at Sawdust Rd. location only.
Cottman Transmission    Expires: 8-15-13

ANY MAJOR INTERNAL AUTOMATIC

TRANSMISSION
REPAIR

COUPON

100.OFF$

FREE 
21-Point 

TransCheck

Shifting Hard?
Check Engine Light On?
Not Moving in Reverse?

Not Moving Forward?
Leaking Red Fluid?
Car Jerking or Hesitating?

WWW.COTTMANOFTHEWOODLANDS.COM

98.$ 95
most cars

281-363-3651
The Woodlands/Spring • 705 Sawdust Rd.
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FFA programs 
continue to thrive

Projects to 
improve mobility 
around Hwy. 249

City works to 
boost tourism

Precinct 4 
progresses on 
roads

TOmbAll AND  mAGNOlIA 
The FFA programs in Magnolia 
and Tomball ISDs have grown sig-
nificantly throughout the past decade, 
with the help of a region that has 
deep agriculture roots and more 
than 5,000 agriculture producers.

Most recently, the Tomball FFA pro-
gram has outgrown its 20,000-square-foot 
agriculture project barn built three years 
ago and will use part of the district’s $160 
million bond approved in May to build a 
second barn adjacent to the exiting facility. 

“Fortunately, the voters approved Bond 
2013 and we will be able to expand the 
project barn enabling the program to con-
tinue to grow,” said recently retired Tom-
ball Superintendent John Neubauer.

The impact FFA chapters in Magnolia 
and Tomball have on the communities 
they operate in reach far beyond raising 
animals. The local FFA chapters work to 
better their communities through com-
munity service, and they travel the state 
for debate and leadership development 
competitions. 
Full story by Tamra Santana

TOmbAll Two mobility proj-
ects from the Harris County Pre-
cinct 4 commissioner’s office are 
being designed to improve traffic 
flow around the Hwy. 249 area.

The first project involves widening 
Hufsmith-Kohrville Road between 
Spring Cypress Road and Hollow Glen 
Lane from two asphalt lanes to four 
concrete lanes. Harris County Precinct 
4 officials identified the project to create 
another viable north-south route for 
commuters in the Spring and Tomball 
area.
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

kATy The city of Katy has plans 
to become not only  a regional hot 
spot, but also a national destina-
tion for tourists. City Council 
approved four hotel occupancy 
tax grant applications of nearly 
$151,000 at its May meeting to 
fund various tourism projects, 
and it also anticipates adding two 
new hotels to its inventory of five.

Grants included $110,000 to the 
Southland Conference for its 2014 
basketball tournament and $2,695 
to the Katy Area Chamber of Com-
merce for its community and relo-
cation guide, 
Full story by Carrie Taylor

NORThWEST hOUSTON Begin-
ning spring 2012, Harris County 
Precinct 4’s road and bridges depart-
ment targeted dozens of roadway and 
intersection projects for expansion, 
realignment or improvement, adding 
them to the list of capital improvement 
projects projected for the area. About 
a year later, work on several of these 
projects is wrapping up while others 
are slated to begin in the near future.
Full story by John Rigg
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Hot Wells Shooting 
Range
CyPRESS Cypress has been home to 
Hot Wells Shooting Range for nearly 40 
years, but before giving people a place 
to hone their shooting skills, the busi-
ness served several different purposes.

Hot Wells has operated as a shoot-
ing range for area residents and visitors 
since Bud and Dallas Lamar estab-
lished it as a small pistol range in 1973. 
Throughout the years, the business has 
expanded its services to offer a variety of 
courses, community events and licens-
ing programs to patrons. 

“Although Hot Wells Shooting Range 
has been engulfed by the Houston 
metropolis in recent years, our knowl-
edgeable staff continues to make every 
effort to offer our clientele old fashion 

country hospitality and services,” gen-
eral manager Josh Vacek said.

Today, shooters of all ages and experi-
ence levels are able to shoot a variety of 
weapons, join leagues, take instructional 
courses and purchase firearms.
Full story by John Rigg

Wood and Fiberglass Door Refi nishing

Additional Wood Re� nishing Service

Now Serving 
 The Woodlands, 
Houston, Austin & 

San Antonio!

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

• Quality In-Shop Restoration
• Professional Clean Room Finish
• Beautiful Secure Loaner Door
• Maintenance Service Available

Garage Doors • Window Frames • Shutters

NEW MAHOGANY DOORS 
AND WEATHER STRIPPINGG

BONUS!
SAVE
$25

713-861-2081 •  512-887-3263 (Aust in)  •  210-679-1821 (San Antonio)  •  866-931-2413
www.restoreyourdoor.com
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Featured Neighborhood
Panther Creek 77381

Build-out year: 2005

Number of builders: 15

Number of homes in community: 3,899

Square footage: 905–12,637

Home values: $57,601–$3,650,000

HOA dues (estimated): None

Property taxes:

Conroe ISD    1.2900%

Montgomery County   0.4838%

The Woodlands Township  0.3173%

Montgomery County MuD 40  0.1500%

North Harris County Hunior College  0.1198%

Montgomery County Hospital  0.0729%

Total (per $100 value) 2.4338%

Market Data provided by 
Haley Garcia

Signature Living Properties | Heritage Texas Properties
 936-447-9625 • www.heritagetexas.com

Homes on the market (As of May 2013)

Featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (June 2012–May 2013)

No. of homes for sale 11

No. of homes under contract 23

Average days on the market 23

No. of homes sold 154

Square footage (low/high) 1,051/12,637

Selling price (low/high) $79,360/$2,620,000

4 Bedroom/3 Full, 1 Half Bath 3,229 SF
Agent: Cheryle Sanderson, Better Homes and Gardens, 
Gary Greene – Woodlands Research. 281-367-3531

6 S Buck Ridge        $484,000

6 Bedroom/5 Full Bath   4,995 SF
Agent: Kevin Collins, Keller Williams Realty, The Wood-
lands. 281- 364-1588

36 West Wedgewood Glen        $834,165

5 Bedroom/3 Full, 2 Half Bath 4,963 SF
Agent: Ruth Duance, Heritage Texas Properties
936-447-9625

29 Wedgewood Forest     $685,000

4-5 Bedroom/6 Full, 1 Half Bath 6,512 SF
Agent: Mike Seder, RE/MAX The Woodlands & Spring
281-367-7770

18 Regent Square              $2,100,000

ReAl eSTATe

Market data
On the market  (As of May 2013) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or under 4/33 1/9 — 1/128 15/43 23/35 13/52

$150,000–$199,999 5/32 3/25 — 5/39.2 17/40 52/83 10/46

$200,000–$299,999 5/11 8/12 21/22 14/25 20/75 65/55 28/31

$300,000–$399,999 14/51 18/28 20/24 12/23 19/75 46/88 28/53

$400,000–$499,999 2/15 16/48 23/26 5/40 — 16/59 24/81

$500,000–$599,999 3/38 5/55 11/61 2/50 — 8/67 17/69

$600,000–$799,999 10/60 8/34 12/70 5/48 — 10/87 30/98

$800,000–$999,999 5/128 2/78 6/105 1/50 — 7/166 23/91

$1 million + 12/170 11/88 40/146 — — 8/87 27/143

Number of homes sold/Average price

77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

May 2013 33/$472,942 72/$380,284 77/$521,814 27/$272,409 42/$187,725 118/$214,410 66/$345,781

May 2012 20/$467,165 71/$373,711 101/$394,695 32/$250,934 34/$183,673 82/$205,158 52/360,495

April 2013 38/$334,617 58/$386,690 75/$499,707 26/$328,271 31/$197,849 81/$215,426 64/$286,897

March 2013 15/$534,360 47/$321,267 55/$430,845 25/$282,939 30/$152,556 58/$163,885 52/$360,495

Feb. 2013 9/$185,717 23/$398,141 27/$449,372 8/$285,907 17/$151,599 38/$169,463 32/$298,731

Jan. 2013 12/$363,158 23/$388,570 31/$638,992 8/$227,217 14/$140,108 30/$182,901 25/$259,463

Dec. 2012 22/$523,428 44/$408,896 53/$438,843 15/$260,809 26/$173,668 53/$186,862 57/$427,633

Nov. 2012 18/$326,933 45/$326,499 47/$376,253 23/$286,713 36/$181,902 65/$196,126 56/$313,937
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For more information on these listings call:
Haley Garcia
281.701.6174 heritagetexas.com

15 AvAlon oAks Pl.
The Woodlands | $499,900

28443 EmErAld oAks
high MeadoW Ranch | $695,000



Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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9250 Pinecroft Drive
The Woodlands, TX 77380

Tiny incision. Unmatched precision. 
Now offering the newest da Vinci® Surgical System  
in Montgomery County.

At Memorial Hermann The Woodlands Hospital, we’re proud to be the first hospital in the area 
to offer single-incision surgeries, the latest advance in robotic surgery technology.  From urology  
to gynecology to general surgery, this state-of-the-art system offers a faster recovery and better 
results – which means  happier and healthier patients.

Oncology • Gynecology • Urology • Colorectal • General Surgery

Accuracy is key

For more information or to schedule an appointment, call 
713.222.CARE or visit memorialhermann.org.


