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Town center, Robinson 
Road cited for upgrades

Oak Ridge North comprehensive plan sets changes

Improved economy leads to fewer available homes

Woodlands in the midst 
of a seller’s market

Realtor Joyce White shows a couple a home in the Village of Sterling Ridge. 

By Brian Walzel
Over the past year, buyers 

looking to purchase homes in 
The Woodlands have found a 
short supply of available prop-
erties as low mortgage rates and 
an improving economy drive 
up demand. With little available 
inventory of homes and a flood 
of homebuyers on the market, 
buyers are often being forced to 
take what they can get at higher 
prices than are typical in a mar-
ket with fewer available homes, 
real estate experts say.

“[The real estate market] really 
is a result of the economy that 
in general has improved, which 
has elevated the general con-
sumer confidence as it relates to 
real estate,” said Ken Brand, sales 
manager for Better Homes and 
Gardens Gary Greene Realtors in 
The Woodlands and Magnolia.

A seller’s market
Real estate experts define a sell-

er’s market as one in which there 
is less than a six-month supply 
of available homes. Home supply 
is determined by the number of 
homes listed in Multiple Listing 
Services compared to the annual 
rate of home sales. 

Over the past year in The Wood-
lands, there has been less than a 
two-month supply. According to 
Heritage Texas Properties, 2,415 
homes were sold between May 
2012 and April 2013 in the five 
ZIP codes that encompass The 
Woodlands. Those homes spent 
an average of 57 days on the mar-
ket before they were sold. 

In The Woodlands in 2012, 
1,007 homes were sold, ranking 
the community third in the U.S. 
among master-planned commu-
nities in new home sales. 

By Matt Stephens
Significant transportation 

projects and the creation of a 
town center could soon change 
the landscape of the City of Oak 
Ridge North, as the city should 
finalize its comprehensive plan 
in June or July after more than 

a year of gathering data, survey-
ing residents, conducting public 
forums and committee meetings.  

The Oak Ridge North City 
Council should approve the com-
prehensive plan sometime in late 
June or early July, City Manager 
Vicky Rudy said. The plan was 
created by the Halff & Associates 
consulting firm in working with 
city staff and the Comprehensive 
Plan Advisory Committee. 

“It’s not that homes aren’t com-
ing on the market,” Brand said. 
“It’s just when [sellers] put their 
home up for sale [the home] 
doesn’t make it to [MLS supply].”

Brand said 927 homes have 
been sold in The Woodlands area 
since Jan. 1. Of those, 377 spent 

less than 10 days on the market, 
while 117 spent less than two days 
on the market.

“It’s not a matter of people not 
selling, it’s whatever goes to the 
market gets sold fast,” he said.

Susan Vreeland-Wendt, 
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then and now is we involved the 
community in [the process].”

Oak Ridge North begins its 
budget planning for 2014 this 
summer, but Rudy said many 
of the early changes planned for 
the first year of the project will 
involve more planning, including 
a water and sewer study, citywide 
streets policy and a sidewalk and 
pathway study. However, some 
visible changes could be funded 
for 2014, including money for a 

Initiatives include dozens of 
potential changes and improve-
ments over the next 10-to-20 
years, although Rudy said the 
plan is malleable and will be 
examined every budget cycle. 

“You have to have a vision like 
this to know where you’re going 
so that when these things start 
to happen, you use this as a road 
map to make all those things 
work together,” Rudy said. “[The 
city has] had hints of a road map 
before. The difference between 

YEAR ONE
• South County Mobility Plan participation
• Consider zoning and ordinance changes
• Develop street overlay, sidewalk and 

trails, and branding plans
• Pursue partners for town center

YEAR TWO
• Phase I of street overlay, sidewalk and 

trails, and branding plans
• Begin implementing South County 

Mobility Plan 
• Water, wastewater upgrades at plant

YEAR THREE
• Phase II of street overlay, sidewalk and 

trails, and branding plans
• Transportation changes could begin 
• Request sound wall review for I-45
• Wastewater discussions with MUD

YEAR FOUR & BEYOND
• Completion of mobility improvements
• Creation of town center
• Complete street overlay, sidewalk and 

trails, and branding plans
• Gateway at I-45, Robinson Rd. 

2014 20162013 2015

THE TIME FOR CHANGE 

ONlINE Impactnews.com

 Source: City of Oak Ridge North
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Artist’s Rendering of Hughes Landing on Lake Woodlands

We have an offi ce with your name on it.
Premier Class A Offi ce 
Building in a One-of-a-Kind 
Lakeside Setting 

This new Class A, 8-story, 197,000- 

square-foot offi ce building is located 

in Hughes Landing on Lake Woodlands, 

a 66-acre mixed use development 

planned to include up to eight offi ce 

buildings complemented by retail and 

entertainment venues, restaurants, a 

hotel and multi-family residences.
Opening September 2013
 ONE HUGHES LANDING

The Woodlands Development Company  |  Paul Layne 281-719-6104  |  Alex Sutton 281-719-6268 
Colliers International  |  Robert S. Parsley 713-830-2121  |  Norman V. Munoz 713-830-2136

Where Business Lives Well
www.TheWoodlands-Commercial.com
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In the Face of Pain,  
Turn to Incision-Free 
Gamma Knife®

*www.tna-support.org

17200 St. Luke’s Way  |   The Woodlands, TX 77384   |   StLukesWoodlands.com   |        /StLukesTheWoodlandsHospital   |        @StLukes_SLWH

Complimentary valet parking available Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For cutting-edge treatment of Trigeminal Neuralgia, or neurologic  

facial pain, St. Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital offers Gamma Knife®  

radiosurgery. This technologically advanced and non-invasive neurosurgical  

treatment is ideal for Trigeminal Neuralgia patients suffering pain or difficulty  

with pain relief medications and requires no anesthesia and no incisions.  

And it’s so effective that according to the Facial Pain Association,  

up to 90 percent of patients who have undergone treatment  

experience improvement in pain.*  

St. Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital is proud to be the first  

to bring Gamma Knife® technology to the North Houston  

and Montgomery County communities.

Top quality medical care, close to home.  

For more information, call 936-266-2872.  
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Two friends recently 
moved from Los Angeles 
back to The Wood-
lands where they have 
relocated for their jobs 
and to be closer to their 
families. They discovered 
what many others who 
are in the market for a 
new home are discover-
ing these days: it’s tough 
to find what you want for 
the price you want. 

In one instance, my friends made an offer on a home 
for the listing price, only to get beat out by a cash offer 
on the same home just a few hours later.

Low interest rates and a strong job economy have 
helped turned The Woodlands housing market into a 
seller’s market. This month, we analyze the dynamics 
behind the market and what homebuyers can expect in 
their search for a new home.

Meanwhile, the City of Oak Ridge North is address-
ing the changing dynamics of its own community with 
a city-wide development plan, which addresses improv-
ing mobility along Robinson Road and the potential 
creation of a town center. In one of our two lead stories, 
we address the potential changes and what Oak Ridge 
North residents can look forward to in the coming 
years.

Finally, Community Impact Newspaper is pleased to 
announce its newest market in Frisco, north of Dallas in 
August. Frisco is reflective of the 13 other communities 
Community Impact Newspaper covers, being a growing, 
diverse market with a strong base of locally owned busi-
nesses. We are excited about our continued growth, and 
more exciting news is still to come. 
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACk
take the poll last month’s poll results

What areas of improvements or changes 
do you think need to be made through 
the Oak Ridge North Comprehensive 
Plan?

  Mobility along Robinson Road

  Creation of a town center

  More business development

  Water and sewer system improvements

  More city parks

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

Should Montgomery County 
remove red light cameras from The 
Woodlands intersections?

yes, i feel red light cameras do not prevent accidents 

  47.76% 
No, i feel the red light cameras prevent accidents 

  22.39% 
yes, i feel red light cameras cost the county too much 

  13.43% 
i am undecided/Other 

  8.96%
No, i feel the cost of red light cameras is justified 

  7.46%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected May 9–June 3.

The City of Oak Ridge North is adopting a comprehensive 
plan that sets short-term and long-term development goals 
for the city. This month, Community Impact Newspaper 
examines details of the plan and the reasons for the proposed 
improvements. 

in our May edition, Community Impact Newspaper reported 
on Montgomery County Precinct 3 Commissioner James 
Noack’s efforts to cease operations of the red light camera 
program in The Woodlands. We asked readers if they were in 
favor of the county removing the red lights from intersections 
in The Woodlands.
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surgery, human performance testing, 
sports nutrition counseling, sports physical 
therapy, and research on injury prevention 
and injury recovery. 713-897-7930.  
www.ironman.memorialhermann.org 

5  Offering a variety of globally inspired 
clothing and accessory options for women, 
owner Pamela Sofola opened Armario 
de la Bella on May 12 at 27327 Robinson 
Road. The boutique sells medium to 
high priced items for women of all ages, 
including blouses, jeans, skirts, shorts, 

Now Open

1  ZATO Thai opened May 24 at 421 
Sawdust Road. The restaurant serves a 
variety of Thai appetizers, entrees, salads, 
curries, noodles and soups, including fresh 
rolls, spring roll chicken, fried rice and Pad 
Thai. 281-419-7619. 

2  Offering personal fitness, Koko Fit 
Club of Woodlands opened at 8000 
Research Forest Drive, Ste. 330. The 

business seeks to create and customize a 
personal training workout with a system 
designed to guide members through a 
workout with an interactive computer 
screen. 281-651-5533.  
www.woodlands.kokofitclub.com

3  Construction on North Houston-
Woodlands Oral Surgical Arts’ second 
office location at 3117 College Park Drive, 
Ste. 150 in The Woodlands is expected to 
be completed this summer and be open for 
patients July 1. David Mulherin, Wayne 

Loney Jr., and Charles Nguyen will be 
available at this location to treat patients 
with oral surgery needs specializing 
in dental implants and wisdom teeth 
extractions with IV anesthesia.  
936-231-8568.  
www.northhoustonoralsurgery.com

4  The IronMan Sports Medicine 
Institute opened a third location in 
a 20,000-square-foot facility at 9305 
Pinecroft Drive, Ste. 450. The new location 
offers services in sports science, orthopedic 
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dresses, jackets, necklaces, belts, shoes and 
other accessories. 301-787-8914.  
www.armariodelabella.com

6  Owner John Phillips opened a new 
Woodlands area location of Which Wich? 
the first week of June at 10868 Kuykendahl 
Road, Ste. C next to Trader Joe’s. The shop 
allows customers to select customized 
sandwiches with a variety of options and 
side snacks, including turkey, ham and 
pork, beef, chicken, seafood, vegetarian, 
chips, desserts, and shakes. 281-419-9424. 
www.whichwich.com

7  Maria Green opened a second location 
of Northwest Pediatric Dental at the 
beginning of May at 27326 Robinson Road, 
Ste. 108, Oak Ridge North. The office 
specializes in dental care for children with 
services ranging from teeth cleaning to 
operative procedures. 
www.northwestpediatricdental.com 

8   Specializing in deliveries of breakfast, 
lunch and snack items to area businesses, 
Alonti Catering opened a location the first 
week of February at 27868 I-45 N., Oak 
Ridge North. The chain offers a variety of 
meals with servings for multiple people, 
including breakfast tacos, sandwiches, 
wraps, salad bowls, box lunches, hot plates 
and sides, hors d’oeuvres, desserts, and 
beverages. 832-585-0694. 
www.alonti.com 

Coming Soon

9  A second Houston-area Tumi location 
is scheduled to open in late August at 
Market Street at 9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 
685 between J. Jill and Norton Ditto. The 
business offers an international brand of 
travel, business and lifestyle accessories, 
including briefcases, totes, agendas, 
portfolios and various types of luggage. 
Everyday items, including gym bags, 
toiletry and cosmetic cases, umbrellas, and 
eye wear options are available.  
www.tumi.com

10  Lucky Brand will open its first 
Woodlands-area location in September 
at Market Street, 9595 Six Pines Drive, 
Ste. 550, next to Brooks Brothers. The 
retailer sells men’s and women’s clothing, 
including dresses, shirts, shorts, sweaters, 
jackets, swimwear, accessories, shoes and 
a variety of jeans in more than 15 types of 
fits and leg styles. The store offers children’s 
clothing as well. www.luckybrand.com

11  Ferrari of Houston will open a 
5,015-square-foot satellite location on 
the ground floor of the Waterway Square 
parking garage at 1501 Lake Robbins 
Drive. The new dealership is in the 
early design stages and does not have a 
scheduled completion date. Giuseppe Risi 
opened Ferrari of Houston 33 years ago to 
sell new and pre-owned Ferrari vehicles 
and service automobiles with parts and 

tune-ups. www.ferrariofhouston.com

12  PetroQuest Energy, Inc. signed a 
13,091-square-foot lease for a regional 
office under construction on the second 
floor of One Hughes Landing. One Hughes 
Landing is a 197,000-square-foot, Class 
A, eight-story building expected to be 
completed in September on part of the 66 
acres of mixed-use development of Hughes 
Landing at Lake Woodlands. PetroQuest 
Energy Inc. is expected to complete 
construction in November.  
281-719-6100. www.petroquest.com

13  Post Oak Bank will open a branch 
in a 4,355-square-foot ground level space 
within about 30 days of the September 
completion date of One Hughes Landing. 
The bank has locations throughout the 
Houston area and offers small businesses, 
commercial and personal banking 
services, including deposit accounts, 
lending and treasury services.  
281-719-6100. www.postoakbank.com

14  Firehouse Subs is scheduled to open 
at the beginning of August near the 
Woodlands Oriental Rug Gallery at 1640 
Lake Woodlands Drive. The shop was 
founded by firemen and has more than 
610 locations across the nation. The food 
establishment offers salads, chili, soups, 
kid’s combos, and hot and cold specialty 
subs with ingredients, such as turkey, 
chicken, beef brisket and tuna.  
www.firehousesubs.com

15  Morton’s The Steakhouse is slated to 
open its third Houston-area location in 
early August at 25 Waterway Avenue at 
the former site of Stir Crazy Fresh Asian 
Grill. The restaurant serves lunch and 
dinner options, including soups, salads, 
appetizers, prime steak and chops, poultry, 
seafood and desserts, as well as beer, 
cocktails and spirits.  www.mortons.com 

Relocation

16  P-Jammies for Girls relocated in 
late May to a new storefront next to TD 
Ameritrade and Dionysus Salon at Market 
Street at 9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 440. 
The store offers slumber party attire, such 
as travel bags, matching robes, eyemasks, 
pillows, slippers and sleeping bags.  
281-419-4491. 
www.pjammiesforgirls.com

Anniversary

17  Interfaith of The Woodlands is 
celebrating 40 years at 4242 Interfaith Way. 
The nonprofit agency provides support for 
programs geared toward individuals and 
families in the South Montgomery County 
and The Woodlands areas, including 
employment and crisis assistance, senior 
services, child care, job counseling and a 
food pantry. 281-367-1230. 
 www.woodlandsinterfaith.org 

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
E-mail wdlnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Liza Winkler, Brian Walzel

Armario de la Bella sells globally inspired clothing 
and accessories for women.

5

Morton’s The Steakhouse will open in early 
August at 25 Waterway Avenue in Town Center.

15

P-Jammies has relocated its Market Street store 
to 9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 440.

16

Opened in February, Alonti Catering offers a vari-
ety of meal options for breakfast and lunch.

8

The IronMan Sports Medicine Institute opened a 
third location at 9305 Pinecroft Drive, Ste. 450.
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281-364-9799
1640 Lake Woodlands Dr.

www.WoodlandsRugGallery.com

Heirloom Rugs Crafted for
Future Generations

Expert Cleaning & Repair 

 Call Today for Pricing, Pick-up
& Delivery Options

WHERE SERVICE IS AN
everyday affair

Summer Sale!
Discount 20-50% 

off storewide
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Civic group hopes to fill leadership 
void for Rayford Road corridor
By Matt Stephens

The Rayford Road Civic Association 
formed in May to help address the area’s 
residential concerns and improve com-
munication between residents, property 
owners’ associations and the boards 
of various taxing entities. With more 
than 40,0000 residents living within the 
unincorporated Rayford Road corridor, 
a figure that continues to grow, the area 
is home to the largest group of residents 
within Montgomery County that has no 
central governing body. 

Paul Cote, a member of Municipal Util-
ity District No. 89, said the RRCA formed 
from the need of local MUDs—including 
MUD 89, South Montgomery County 
MUD, Spring Creek Utility District and 
Rayford MUD—to unite for the better-
ment of the area. Cote said the 40,000 
residents within the 77386 ZIP code have 
no single governing body to represent 
them, yet they occupy 40 square miles of 
Montgomery County compared to the 42 
square miles of The Woodlands.

“There’s an entire block of people over 
here who have no representation,” Cote said.

The group hopes to bridge the com-
munication gap between taxing entities, 
such as utility districts, Conroe ISD, 
Montgomery County and homeowners’ 
associations, Cote said, as well as address 
concerns regarding transportation, 
drinking water, public parks, recreational 
spaces, economic development and the 
accessibility of public services. 

“We have to try as residents of this area 
to get ahead of this stuff,” Cote said.

In early 2014, the RRCA plans to present 
the Community Vision Project detailing 
and prioritizing the area’s most signifi-
cant issues while incorporating a plan to 
address those concerns. 

Cote said an election for a governing 
board will take place in February 2014, 
while the temporary board of directors 
will govern the monthly meetings in the 

mean time.
Membership to the RRCA costs $100, 

Cote said. Although the organization oper-
ates as a nonprofit, he said, the association 
needs funding for the creation of a website 
and other expenses. The civic association 
held its first meeting May 8 at the Imperial 
Oaks Clubhouse at 1910 Havenhouse Drive 
in Spring. All future meetings will be held 
there at 6:30 p.m. the second Wednesday of 
the month. 

Paul Alli, a member of the RRCA, the 
Imperial Oaks Property Owners Associa-
tion and Rayford Road MUD, said the 
group made significant progress in its 
first meeting. With about 25 in atten-
dance, Alli said the group not only helped 
get the word out to the community, but 
also agreed on three significant goals: 
improved mobility, beautification on the 
east side of I-45 and attracting a YMCA 
to the area. 

“It thought it was a really productive 
first meeting,” he said. 

The group continues to work on its 
bylaws, Alli said, and should soon develop 
agendas for meetings after the first few 
months. 

He said he hopes to include the business 
community in the organization’s deci-
sions, as well as Precinct 3 Commissioner 
James Noack, who was in attendance at 
the first meeting. 

“The whole goal with this thing is to 
work with Commissioner Noack and 
Precinct 3 to improve the east side of the 
freeway,” Alli said. 

Noack praised the organization for 
its formation and goals to improve the 
area. With governments already in place 
across the rest of his precinct, Noack said 
he has been acting as the voice of the 
Rayford Road corridor and believes the 
area needs help addressing traffic issues, 
beautification, standards, flood control, 
land use, zoning and controlling the 
growth in the area. 

COMMuNITy

“That’s something that I have been 
trying to find a group of individuals to 
come together and represent the east side 
of I-45 for some time,” he said. “I’m just 
thrilled to see that the building blocks are 
coming together.”

The commissioner’s office does not have 
control over developmental standards 
beyond a minimum level, Noack said, but 
he believes the RRCA can help address 
those issues through the collective voice 
of the community. 

The group could also play a role in traf-
fic planning, perhaps even becoming a 
representative in the South Montgomery 
County mobility plan currently being 
discussed with the Houston-Galveston 
Area Council. 

“We want to make certain as we go 
through the planning process, that they’re 
well represented,” Noack said. “These 
groups coming together to bring a voice 
to commissioner’s office will be fantastic 
for promoting a plan for the area.”
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The Rayford Road Civic Association recently formed to serve the needs of the 77386 ZiP 
code along the Rayford Road corridor. The organization meets on the second Wednesday 
of every month at the imperial Oaks Clubhouse at 1910 Havenhouse Drive in Spring at 
6:30 p.m. 

RAYFORD ROAD CIVIC ASSOCIATION

36,407: Population in the 77386 ZiP code in 2010, according to the u.S. Census. 

12,149: Total households in the 77386 ZiP code in 2010. 

40+: Square mileage of 7386 ZiP code. 

$100: Cost for membership to the Rayford Road Civic Association. 

For more information, visit the Rayford Road Civic Association’s page on Facebook.

 Source: Rayford Road Civic Association
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One of the biggest challenges for any 

growing restaurant chain is fi nding a 

good location. Even after spending fi ve 

years as head of site selection for a major 

restaurant chain, I am continually amazed 

at how the restaurant business’ explosive 

growth has reduced the number of 

available sites and raised rent levels 

across town.  Some areas, such as The 

Woodlands, were created with land-use 

controls that impact locations and further 

restrict available sites with the intent to 

preserve the neighborhood’s character.  

The result of these tight controls is 

concentrated groups of restaurants in 

shopping districts and village centers.

Montgomery County restaurant locations 

cater to a diverse group of consumers, 

including the daily o  ce lunch crowd, 

people attending nearby conventions, 

and local residents. Typically local 

restaurants have established clientele, 

and sales levels here are above average 

for these Houston area restaurants.  

Restaurants new to The Woodlands 

are often shocked by the green spaces 

blocking their customer visibility and 

limited signage permitted by authorities, 

but they soon realize that all businesses 

are operating with the same rules.

Experienced restaurant owners know they must work every angle to fi nd the right location. Most hire experienced commercial real estate restaurant brokers who are 

usually the fi rst to know about available locations or poorly performing businesses that “may be available soon.” Seasoned brokers cultivate a network of owners and 

landlords and discuss opportunities with them on a monthly basis. A few new steakhouses are coming to The Woodlands and their future sites moved without any 

announcements or marketing. Some locations will also have a “For Rent” sign or banner, but often restaurants will not have any signage or on-site marketing.  

Finding the right restaurant location can be a challenging task. Numerous factors impact and restrict available sites, but savvy restaurant owners know the best route is 

to employ proven commercial real-estate brokers with the insight and expertise to support their growth and need for prime locations.

For all your commercial real estate needs, The J. Beard Real Estate Company is here to point you in the right direction.  Please contact our team of qualifi ed professionals 

at 281.367.2220 or visit our website at www.jbeardcompany.com to view our current listings.

Finding Restaurant Sites and Locations
By: John Ernst, The J. Beard Real Estate Company

P A I D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Je�  Beard, CCIM
President

Commercial Real 
Estate Leaders

LANDLORD & TENANT 
REPRESENTATION

SITE ACQUISITION

SALES & LEASING

REAL ESTATE CONSULTING

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

INSIGHT.
LEADERSHIP.
EXPERTISE.

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

John Ernst

GROTTO RISTORANTE
 THE WOODLANDS - MARKET STREET
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Woodlands leaders attend 
ExxonMobil relocation fair
By Matt Stephens 

As work continues on the 
largest construction project in 
the nation, ExxonMobil and its 
thousands of employees moving 
to the Greater Houston area have 
already begun planning for their 
relocation. 

Several leaders from The 
Woodlands area flew to Fairfax, 
Va., in April to attended Exx-
onMobil’s Houston relocation 
fair. Among the organizations 
that made the trip included 
Conroe ISD and The Woodlands 
Development Company. Jeanne 
Lewis, manager of relocation and 
broker relations for the Develop-
ment Company, said as many as 
3,500 registered for the event, 
including employees and their 
family members. 

“A lot of it was just talking to 
people and showing them what 
The Woodlands has to offer,” 
Lewis said. “We were honored 
to be asked to represent The 
Woodlands, and it was a really 
great event.”

Lewis said the Development 
Company fielded questions 
about new and established resi-
dential development in the com-
munity, education and ameni-
ties. She said Fairfax is an active 
community and ExxonMobil 
employees were intrigued by the 
parks, pathways, outdoor ameni-
ties and community involvement 
offered by The Woodlands. 

Although she did not know 
the number of employees 
expected to relocate to The 
Woodlands or where they may 
plan to move, Lewis said employ-
ees could occupy new homes in 
Creekside Park, as well as used 
homes throughout the commu-
nity when the 3 million-square-
foot campus is completed in the 
first quarter of 2015. 

“[The fair] is really going to 
help us in future planning,” 
Lewis said. 

Lisa Meeks, director of com-
munications for Conroe ISD, 
said CISD was one of many 
school districts represented, 
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Representatives from Conroe ISD spoke with employees of ExxonMobil and their families at a recent fair in Fairfax, Va.

including Spring, Humble and 
Houston, while representatives 
from museums, hospitals and 
other community leaders also 
attended. Meeks said relocating 
ExxonMobil employees showed 
significant interest in Conroe 
ISD, and the company antici-
pates as much as 85-90 percent 
of their employees’ children—or 
about 1,300 students—could 
attend CISD schools upon relo-
cation at the end of 2014. 

“By far, everybody wanted 
to know about Conroe ISD,” 
Meeks said. 

ExxonMobil employees were 
concerned about the quality of 
the schools in the area coming 
from what they feel is an excep-
tional school district in Fairfax, 
Meeks said, but were pleased 
with CISD’s offerings. 

With a similar science-minded 
academy in Fairfax, she said, 
employees showed particular 
interest in the Academy of Sci-
ence and Technology offered at 
College Park High School, as 
well as the dual credit courses 
offered by Lone Star College-
Montgomery. 

Fine arts programs were also 
a hot topic, as parents explored 
extracurricular activity options. 

Meeks said she spoke with 
about 300 people at the event, 
who asked questions about 
schools occupying multiple areas 
of Montgomery County, includ-
ing The Woodlands, Oak Ridge 
North and schools around the 
Lake Conroe area. 

“You saw a number parents 
there and a lot of parental sup-
port,” she said. “Education was 
among the top issues for their 
employee survey.”
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Township considering purchase 
of new buses for park and rides
By Brian Walzel

The Woodlands Township is 
considering options to improve 
its park and ride program, includ-
ing purchasing new buses and 
amending the bus routes offered 
at the three locations throughout 
The Woodlands. 

Among the options the town-
ship is considering is applying 
for $10 million in bond money 
and another $10 million in grant 
money to purchase 40 new buses.

Township President Don 
Norrell said the township has 
projected a need for as many as 
40 new buses at a cost of $500,000 
each. Under the plan, the town-
ship would apply for $10 million 
in grant funding the Houston-
Galveston Area Council will 
make available in June. 

“[HGAC’s] plan is to accept 
applications and, if necessary, 
they will fund 50 percent of bus 
costs over a 3-year period,” Nor-
rell said.

The buses that are currently 
used are owned by the Brazos 

Transit District. 
Norrell said the township 

would not be required to hold a 
bond election for the purchases.

The township currently con-
tracts with the Brazos Transit 
District to provide park and ride 
services at Sterling Ridge, Saw-
dust Road and Research Forest. 
Under a 2012 Census designation 
that named The Woodlands and 
Conroe as a large urban area, The 
Woodlands is required to take 
ownership of its park and ride 
program. Over the next year and 
a half, BTD and the township will 
use leftover grant money to pay 
for the park and ride program, 
but Norrell said that money likely 
would run out in 2014.

“This is such a big deal that it’s 
going to have a huge impact on 
us,” said Bruce Tough, chairman 
of the township board of directors.

Meanwhile, the township is 
also analyzing the routes cur-
rently provided by the three 
park and rides to determine if 
they could be better used. 

TRANSPORTATION

Research Forest Park & Ride

1 52 63 74 8
STOPS

Sawdust Road Park & Ride

1 52 63 74 8
STOPS

Sterling Ridge Park & Ride

4 5
STOPS

Call today to schedule 
an appointment: 

281.440.5300
or 866.333.6932

Internal & Family Medicine  |  Dermatology  |  Rheumatology  |  Radiology  |  Imaging  |  Laboratory

Compassionate

Care

Cypress Station Area 
1140 Cypress Station Drive

Houston, TX 77090
(near Houston NW Medical Center) 

The Woodlands Clinic (Forest Crossing) 
9100 Forest Crossing Drive
The Woodlands, TX  77381

(near Research Forest and Gosling)

The Medical Center 
2010 Naomi Street, Suite A

Houston, TX  77054
(near Texas Medical Center)

Accepting most major insurance plans

Why Call a Rheumatologist?
Gwendoline Menga D.O. 
is a Rheumatologist  who 
received further training in 
the diagnosis, detection, and 
treatment of arthritis and other 
musculoskeletal diseases 
affecting the joints, muscles 
and bones.

She is board certifi ed in both 
internal medicine and 
rheumatology. 

Northwest Diagnostic Clinic 
is proud to be the largest 
nonacademic rheumatology 
practice in Houston.   

Learn more about us at nwdc.com

Common illnesses 
can include:

Rheumatoid • 
Arthritis

Scleroderma• 

Sjogren’s • 
Syndrome

Psoriatic Arthritis• 

Lupus• 

Osteoporosis • 

Osteoarthritis• 

And other • 
autoimmune
diseases.

3900 Marisco Place 
936-273-6100 
1,000 parking spaces

701 Westridge 
281-363-0882 
1,000 parking spaces

8001 McBeth Way 
832-813-0809 
1,200 parking spaces

19 trips running between  
5:30 a.m. and 8:15 a.m.

13 trips running between  
5:30 a.m. and 8 a.m.

7 trips running between  
5:15 a.m. and 7:05 a.m.

The Woodlands Township is 
considering purchasing new 
buses for its park and ride 
program, as well as expanding 
the scope of the program’s 
services. The Woodlands’ 33 
buses provide 39 routes. This 
shows the stops each park and 
ride makes.

The Woodlands 
to Downtown 

Houston

College Park Dr. 
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Source: Brazos Transit District

Service. Knowledge. Selection. Financing. Delivery.
www.PenTexEquip.com

M o w e r s / Tr i m m e r s / C h a i n  S a w s / B l o w e r s / E d g e r s

S A L E S  –  S E R V I C E  –  P A R T S 
6912 Louetta Road
Spring, TX 77379
(832) 717-0088

ZERO TURNS
MZ6128 $4999
MZ5225 $4699
RZ5426 $3199

RIDING MOWERS
YTH22V46 $1599
YT42XLS $2599
YTH24V48LS $2899

Westridge
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Cost: $2.7 million
$540,000 – County funding

$2,160,000 – TxDOT funding

$270,000 – Engineering 
costs paid by The 
Woodlands Road utility 
District No. 1

Figures are estimates provided 
by Montgomery County and 
The Woodlands RUD

County to complete final section of Kuykendahl
By Matt Stephens 

Motorists will soon have the 
ability to travel Kuykendahl 
Road from south of The Wood-
lands all the way to FM 1488 as 
the final piece of the north-south 
thoroughfare from Crownridge 
Drive to Alden Bridge Drive will 
likely begin construction in the 
fall.  

Montgomery County Pre-
cinct 2 Commissioner Craig 
Doyal said the missing portion 
stretches 2,500 feet, or about a 
half-mile. 

The new roadway will connect 
the southern end of Kuykend-
ahl Road to a northern section 
constructed more than a year 
ago that is adjacent to the H-E-B 
on FM 1488. The project should 
go to bid in July, Doyal said, as 
the county awaits environmental 
clearance by the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation on a 
160-foot bridge, which is part of 
the project. 

He anticipates construction 
beginning in September or Octo-
ber with an “aggressive” six-
month timeframe for completion 

of the project. 
Doyal said construction of the 

extension will cost $2.7 million, 
of which the county will pay 20 
percent. 

“The more alternative routes 
we can take to get in and out of 
The Woodlands can help traffic 
flow in a very positive manner,” 
Doyal said. 

The extension should also 
alleviate traffic at Mitchell Inter-
mediate School at the corner of 
Alden Bridge Drive and Kuyken-
dahl Road, he said. 

The connection of Kuykendahl 
to FM 1488 was always part of 
the county’s thoroughfare plan, 
Doyal said.  

Expansion of FM 2978 and 
the Fish Creek Thoroughfare 
will also help northbound and 
southbound traffic around The 
Woodlands.

The expansion of FM 2978 
from two lanes to four lanes 
from Conroe-Huffsmith Road 
to Dry Creek could be awarded 
to a contractor in August with a 
20-month expected construction 
timetable. 

Mike Page, spokesman for The 
Woodlands Road Utility District 
No. 1, said the construction 
project for the two-lane Kuyk-
endahl extension includes light 
signalization at the intersection 
of Kuykendahl Road and Alden 
Bridge Drive, although there are 
no plans in place for a stoplight 
at the intersection of Kuykend-
ahl and Crownridge. 

TxDOT will fund the 80 
percent of the project not paid 
by the county, Page said, while 
The Woodlands RUD No. 1 paid 
for engineering costs, which usu-
ally are about 10 percent of the 
cost of construction. He said the 
RUD funded the two sections of 
Kuykendahl connecting Alden 
Bridge Drive to FM 1488, as well 
as the sections of Kuykendahl 
from Woodlands Parkway to 
Crownridge Drive. 

“It’s the last link in a master 
plan for mobility that con-
nects 1488 all the way to Harris 
County,” Page said. “It’s long 
awaited and much anticipated, 
and it’s been on the plan since 
day one.”

TRANSPORTATION CONNECTING 
KUYKENDAHL 
Montgomery County and TxDOT are expanding Kuykendahl Road from 
Alden Bridge Drive to Crownridge Drive, a project that could begin 
construction this fall.  
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Holly Creek – from the $330s

Edgewater – from the $240s

Windsong Manor/Sable Park – from the $290s

2,500-foot road 
extension

Traffic light
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  approximate location

Source: Montgomery County, The Woodlands RuD No. 1
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Krissie Vanyo - 281.210.0097 krissie@bandierpartners.com

PRIME LOCATION NEAR I-45 NORTH INSIDE THE WOODLANDS, MINUTES AWAY FROM 
TOWN CENTER, MARKET STREET AND THE FUTURE EXXON CAMPUS

25919 Oak Ridge (BUILD TO SUIT)
from 14,000 up to 30,000 sq. ft.

Class A O�  ce Space For Lease in The Woodlands

Woodlands Pkwy.

Grogan’s M
ill Rd.

45
Nursery Rd.

Rye St.
Valley Wood Dr.

Oak Ridge Dr.

947891_08682

10x6.04

4c

A Teen Checking account requires a minimum opening deposit of $100. An adult co-owner must 
be present at account opening and is required on a Teen Checking account. Available to account 
holders ages 13 – 17 (18 in Alabama).
Printed materials expire on December 31, 2013.
© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (947891_08682)

Wells Fargo can help your teen learn  
real world money management

Teens can find the tools they need to make real-world financial 
decisions in a safe and controlled environment with the Hands 
on Banking® program and a Teen Checking℠ account.

A Teen Checking account is a smart way for teens to experience 
banking and master money management skills that will serve 
them for a lifetime.

The Hands on Banking program is a free online educational 
resource with a section designed specifically for teens — where 
they can learn how to budget, track account activity, use an 
ATM, and more.

Help your teen start preparing now for  
financial success. 

Talk to a banker today.

947891_08682 10x6.04 4c.indd   1 6/5/13   12:52 PM

Lone Star Ace
lonestarace.com
2111 Rayford Rd.
Spring, TX 77386
(281) 419-2121

Ace of The Woodlands
alspaughs.com

10720 Kuykendahl Rd.
The Woodlands, TX 77381 

(832) 482-3063

15% OFF
Your next purchase with this coupon

Some exclusions apply, see store for details

Coupon expires July 10, 2013
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Grand Parkway construction 
set for early summer
By Brian Walzel 

The first signs of construction 
on segments F1, F2 and G of SH 
99, or Grand Parkway, could be 
visible by the middle of June. The 
three segments, which represent 
the northernmost portions of the 
184-mile loop, will connect Hwy. 
290 with Hwy. 59.

Linda Merritt, public informa-
tion office for Zachry-Odebrecht, 
the firm in charge of develop-
ing segments F1, F2 and G, said 
construction will likely first 
begin at I-45 just south of Spring 
Crossing Road. Direct-connect 
flyovers will be constructed at 
the intersections of Grand Park-
way and major highways, such as 
Hwy. 290, I-45 and Hwy. 59. 

“There will be times when it 
will be inconvenient,” Merritt 
said. “There is a staggered or 
phased construction schedule to 
hopefully ease the interruption 
of lane closures.”

David Gornet, executive direc-
tor of the Grand Parkway Asso-
ciation, said the interchanges are 
the largest construction pieces 
of the project and are most 
likely to affect traffic. Once the 

interchanges are built, construc-
tion on the rest of the roadway 
would go relatively quickly.

“Building the road across 
open ground and across two 
feeder roads is pretty easy,” 
Gornet said.

A few final hurdles needed to 
be cleared before construction 
could begin. Gornet said that 
while environmental clearance 
for segments F1 and F2 had 
been given by the Army Corps 
of Engineers, clearance had not 
been given for segment G.

Gornet said environmental 
clearance should be finalized 
by the middle of June. Once 
environmental clearance on 
the entire project is permitted, 
he said, the Texas Department 
of Transportation can then sell 
bonds for the project.

“Probably by the middle of 
[June, TxDOT] will sell bonds, 
and as soon as they sell the 
bonds, they will get a notice to 
proceed or a notice to do con-
struction,” Gornet said.

Although the northern sec-
tions are divided into segments, 
F1, F2 and G are considered one 

TRANSPORTATION

TxDOT do not come to an 
agreement, he said, TxDOT can 
still start construction on the 
property in dispute.

“Whether or not the right-of-
way acquisition goes smoothly or 
not doesn’t slow [construction] 
down,” he said.

Unlike the other segments of 
Grand Parkway, which have so 
far been developed and con-
structed individually, F1, F2 and 
G will be constructed simultane-
ously, Merritt said.

“The three pieces should be 
ready by late 2015,” she said.
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Construction has begun on direct connectors at Hwy. 290 and the start of Segment F1, which connects Hwy. 290 and I-45.

Representatives from Zachry-
Odebrecht are communicating 
with local entities to get the word 
out about their plans for con-
structing Grand Parkway.

“We are meeting with school 
districts and other community 
groups to answer their questions, 
and are working with schools 
and businesses and planning 
ahead,” Merritt said.

A website has been developed, 
www.grandparkway99.com, 
that features construction plans, 
expected lane closures and proj-
ect updates. 

project, he said. In addition to 
environmental clearance and the 
selling of bonds, TxDOT is in the 
final stages of acquiring right-of-
way along the proposed Grand 
Parkway route.

“Normally that process starts 
within a year of construction 
being started,” he said.

During the right-of-way acquisi-
tion process, TxDOT makes offers 
to landowners along the proposed 
route, Gornet said. The landown-
ers can choose either to accept the 
offer, reject it or make a counter 
offer. Even if the landowner and 
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Map not to scale

GRAND PARKWAY Construction is scheduled to begin on segments F1, F2 and G by the 
middle of June. The three segments will stretch 37.6 miles. 
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Source: Zachry-Odebrecht, Grand Parkway Association
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AIR CONDITIONING 
AND HEATING

281-651-5484

BradburyBrothers.com

REPAIRS
MAINTENANCE
INSTALLATIONS

“We Take Care of Your Air”

$50 OFF
REPAIRS

OF $200 OR MORE
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC

WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 
OFFERS OR SPECIALS. COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER. 

EXPIRES 7-11-13

$59.00
TUNE-UP

(REG.$89)
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC

WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 
OFFERS OR SPECIALS. COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER. 

EXPIRES 7-11-13

YOUR AIR CONDITIONING 
AND HEATING SPECIALISTS

CITy, COuNTy & STATe
News from The Woodlands, Shenandoah and Oak Ridge North Compiled by Shawn Arrajj, Tamra Santana and Matt Stephens

Williams considering 
candidacy for state 
comptroller

Tomball ISD bond passes, Lone Star College bond fails

Incumbents keep 
their seats in 
Shenandoah City 
Council electionsTEXAS With State Comptroller Susan 

Combs announcing her retirement at 
the end of her session in 2014, State Sen. 
Tommy Williams, R-The Woodlands, is 
considering his candidacy for the posi-
tion. 

Williams said he would not begin to 
study the feasibility of his candidacy until 
the completion of the special session of 
the Texas Legislature, which could be 
sometime in mid-June. Once the special 
session is over, he said he would have 
discussions with his family and compile a 
group to consider his candidacy. The elec-
tion for the position will be in November 
2014, with the new comptroller taking 
office in January 2015.  

“I have had a number of people around 
the state who have urged me to run for 
that office in the past,” Williams said. “I 
wasn’t interested in running against the 
comptroller [Susan Combs]. She’s a friend 
of mine. But when she announced her 
retirement, I said, ‘Maybe this is some-
thing I should consider.’”

The only CPA on the Texas State Senate 
and the chair of the Senate Finance Com-
mittee, Williams believes he is qualified 
for the position. He said the state comp-
troller must have a thorough understand-
ing of the budget and tax laws.  

“I know the state budget as well as 
anyone in the state legislature,” he said. 
“I think I’d be well-suited to do that 
kind of job.”

There are a number of factors he said 
he would have to consider when decid-
ing whether to run, including his posi-
tion as the chair of the Senate Finance 

Committee. 
“It’s a pretty good gig being the senate 

chair of finance, and I have to consider 
that,” Williams said. “It’s a great spot if 
you want to influence the state budget and 
policy. This is where the rubber meets the 
road—the state budget.”

Williams will also have to consider 
how his running for state comptroller will 
affect the employees he works with, such 
as his capital team and the senate finance 
staff. He is also the president of Woodfor-
est Financial Services, and his four-year 
term on the State Senate ends in 2016. 
If he were elected, Williams would have 
to vacate his seat, and a special election 
would be held to replace his seat in Dis-
trict 4 sometime in 2015. 

“Serving my constituents is something I 
take very seriously, and I need to get a feel 
from my constituents on how they would 
feel [about me] vacating my senate seat,” 
he said. “You never quit caring about 
those people once you represent them.”

Williams has been a member of the 
Texas State Senate since 2003. He was also 
a State Representative  from 1997-2002. 

HARRIS COUNTY Tomball ISD’s $160 
million bond to fund four new schools 
and renovations at all existing schools was 
approved by voters in the May 11 election, 
while a $497.7 million bond referendum 
proposed by Lone Star College System fell 
short of voter approval.

“I would like to thank the voters,” said 
Tomball ISD Superintendent John Neu-
bauer. “We appreciate their support of our 
students. The passage of Bond 2013 will 

allow us to build new facilities to accom-
modate projected growth. We are very 
thankful.”

The new Tomball ISD schools, which 
will cost $110 million, include an elemen-
tary school and junior high in the Village 
of Creekside Park in The Woodlands. 
However, the Lone Star College bond 
failed to receive voter approval. 

“We are obviously disappointed in the 
results,” said Ray Laughter, LSCS’s vice 

chancellor for external affairs. “We have 
already started meeting to identify what 
our most urgent needs are and what we 
can do without the resources from the 
bond.”

Improvements would have been made 
across all campuses, including a Creek-
side satellite center for the Tomball cam-
pus and a new student services building 
and university center at the Montgomery 
campus.

SHENANDOAH Incumbents retained 
their positions in the Shenandoah City 
Council elections, as Ron Hyde, Dar-
rell Frazier and Jean Teague won their 
respective races May 11.

The Position 4 incumbent, Teague, 
won her race against opponent John 
Escoto. Teague received 241 votes, or 
62.6 percent, compared to Escoto’s 
144 votes, or 37.4 percent. Although 
Teague said she does not believe there 
are significant issues facing the city 
over her next term, she looks forward to 
continued economic development, such 
as Vision Park.

“Shenandoah has been building 
exponentially,” Teague said. “Every time 
we turn around, someone else wants to 
build in Shenandoah, so we’re in a very 
good place right now.”

Position 3 incumbent Frazier defeated 
Jennifer Marino. Frazier, a two-term 
council member, received 236 votes, or 
60.7 percent, compared to Marino’s 153 
votes, or 39.3 percent. Frazier said he 
wants to continue working on the city’s 
pathways to improve transportation 
around the community.

“There’s always room for improve-
ment in every aspect of anything you 
do,” he said.

Hyde defeated Ron Raymaker for 
Position 2 with 63 percent, or 240 votes, 
compared to 37 percent, or 141 votes, 
for Raymaker. 

The new council members were sworn 
in at the May 22 council meeting.

The woodlands Township
2801 Technology Forest Blvd.
281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

June 20 9 a.m., June 26  6 p.m. 

city of oak ridge north
Williams Memorial Council Chambers
27424 Robinson Road
281-292-4648
www.oakridgenorth.com

June 24, July 8 7 p.m. 

city of shenandoah
Shenandoah Municipal Complex
29955 i-45 N.
281-298-5522
www.shenandoahtx.com

June 26, July 10 7 p.m. 

Meetings Tweetings
For instant coverage of 
these meetings, follow 
us on Twitter 
@impactnews_wdl

Tweetings
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Offi ce: 281.367.7770
Cell: 281.703.6059
www.fl othewoodlands.com
Flonewman@remax.net

Re/Max Hall of Fame & Re/Max Lifetime Achievement Award

Educational Credentials: B.A., GRI, ABR, Associate Broker

Affl iated with ReMax-The Woodlands & Spring
(The TOP PRODUCING offi ce in Montgomery County)

Recognized by The Houston Business Journal as being ranked #10 out of over 
15,000 Houston area Realtors in number of closed transactions per year

Nationally ranked among the top 1% of agents nationwide since 1990
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Make your next move easy...
      Go with the !

WHETHER BUYING OR SELLING... WORK WITH AN AGENT COMMITTED TO REPRESENTING YOU!

Serving The Woodlands since 1974

AT The CAPITOl
News from the 83rd Legislative Session

By Karen Brooks Harper 
Capitol Correspondent

Lawmakers take on accountability, 
testing, curriculum in public schools

The education of 4.3 million 
public school students is one of 
the state’s top priorities, with some 
of the biggest battles in the Capitol 
raging over private school vouch-
ers, curriculum, graduation rates, 
school accountability, teacher pay 
and how to fund it all. 

This session, lawmakers turned 
their attention to the quality of 
education and passed sweeping 
changes for Texas. 

Funding
Lawmakers reached a deal  

May 26 to restore $3.9 billion in 
public education funding. Two 
years ago, more than $5 billion 
was cut during a budget crunch.

“The schoolchildren, parents 
and taxpayers of Texas have won 
an important first battle in the 
effort to restore the disastrous 
cuts,” said Sen. Wendy Davis, 
D-Fort Worth, who forced the 
Legislature into a special session 
in 2011 to protest the cuts. 

Testing changes
Both Republicans and Demo-

crats said one of the biggest 
complaints they heard between 
sessions was that students in the 
state’s 1,400 high schools were 
taking too many tests. 

Another complaint: Nearly 
half the ninth-graders in the state 
failed at least one of the state’s 
mandatory achievement tests.

Under the State of Texas Assess-
ments of Academic Readiness sys-
tem that began with the 2011–12 
ninth-grade class, students took 
15 end-of-course exams in 12 sub-
jects before they could graduate.

With House Bill 5, the state will 

FOCUs ON EDUCATION rEFOrm

now reduce that to five standard-
ized tests: English I, English II, 
algebra I, biology and U.S. history. 
Districts can also offer diagnostic 
tests in algebra II and English 
III that will not count toward 
accountability ratings.

Tomball Republican Rep. Deb-
bie Riddle voted for the sweeping 
reforms because, she said, some-
thing needed to improve. 

But she said she favors a more 
community-based, local, multi-
faceted approach to bolstering 
the education of young Texans—
among them, she said, scrapping 
standardized testing altogether. 

“Let’s get back to the business 
of educating, for crying out loud,” 
Riddle said. “I’d like to see us get 
back to daily tests, pop quizzes, 
weekly exams, final exams, giving 
the kids the real grades that they 
really earn, not the social promo-
tion–type grades.” 

Rep. Dwayne Bohac, R-Hous-
ton, said parents, teachers and 
students have told him that the 
excessive testing has shoved aside 
the chance to “learn new things,” 
and they have asked him to work 
to reduce the number of tests. 

“And if we’re in the customer 
service business and listening to 
our customers, so to speak, then 
that’s what we should be doing,” 
Bohac said.

Graduation standards
The House and Senate also 

changed graduation standards in 
legislation passed just before the 
regular session ended May 27. 

The current system with mini-
mum, recognized and advanced 
degrees has been lauded as 

leading to record-high gradua-
tion rates but has been criticized 
for turning out low-performing 
graduates.

Bill Hammond, president of 
the Texas Association of Business, 
told a judge during the school 
finance trial earlier this year that 
a lack of qualified graduates “is 
a looming crisis because of our 
aging workforce. … It will be 
devastating.”

The House and Senate agreed 
on a 24-credit foundation high 
school program that allows for 
endorsements—specialty designa-
tions or emphases in areas, such 
as art, science or math—so fresh-
men to tailor their curriculum to 
suit future career choices. 

Lawmakers rejected a plan 
favored by Houston Republican 
Sen. Dan Patrick, chairman of 
the Senate Education Committee, 
which would have required four 
years each of math, science, Eng-
lish and social studies but allowed 
for specialties in certain areas.

An idea by freshman Rep. Cecil 
Bell Jr., R-Magnolia, a former 
school board member, offers more 
paths to higher education by 
developing a program that allows 
students to earn trade certifica-
tions in dual-credit high school 
classes using resources from com-
munity colleges and trade schools.

The bill passed both chambers. 
“What it does is make certain 

we can afford our kids access to 
strong career and tech opportuni-
ties through the interface with 
college and trade schools and 
things of that nature—right now,” 
Bell said. “We don’t have to wait 
until 2015 when HB 5 kicks in.”

School accountability
Schools and districts currently 

undergo an annual rating system 

based on the EOC test scores. 
They then receive a rating: Exem-
plary, Recognized, Academically 
Acceptable or Academically 
Unacceptable.

Individual campuses will 
still be subject to the four-label 
system, but a new rating system 
approved by the House and 
Senate changes that to an A–F 
rating for school districts; those 

House Bill 5, by Rep. Jimmie Don Aycock, R-Killeen, was just one of many education-
related proposals before lawmakers this session. 

The bill addressed graduation requirements, testing and school accountability ratings. 

Lawmakers also considered bills that included proposals related to parental power, 
curriculum development and the Teacher Retirement System of Texas. Here is what 
some area legislators had to say about proposed changes to public education.

ratings are based on academic 
and financial performance as well 
as on community and student 
engagement. 

Rep. John Zerwas, R-Katy, 
called the accountability system 
an important tool. 

“It’s a fair way to look at the 
schools to make sure they’re 
delivering on what’s expected of 
them by the public,” Zerwas said. 

Rep. John 
Zerwas
R-Katy

On state account-
ability ratings for public schools: 
“It’s a fair way to look at the schools 
to make sure they’re delivering  
on what’s expected of them by  
the public.”

Rep. Debbie 
Riddle
R-Tomball

“Let’s give the teach-
ers the ability to discipline in their 
classrooms, restore order in class, 
restore respect for the teachers and 
the administrators, and have the kids 
become serious, have the parents be 
involved with their children’s educa-
tion. That’s what they did when I was 
in school. Those things worked.”

Rep. Dwayne 
Bohac
R-Houston

On requests he has 
received from parents, teachers 
and students to reduce the number 
of tests: “If we’re in the customer 
service business and listening to our 
customers, so to speak, then that’s 
what we should be doing.”

Rep. Cecil  
Bell Jr.
R-Magnolia

On his bill to develop 
a program to allow high school 
students to earn trade certifica-
tions: “What it does is make certain 
we can afford our kids access to 
strong career and tech opportunities 
through the interface with college 
and trade schools and things of  
that nature.”
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Call today to schedule 
an appointment: 

281.440.5300
or 866.333.6932

Internal & Family Medicine  |  Dermatology  |  Rheumatology  |  Radiology  |  Imaging  |  Laboratory

Compassionate

Care
Northwest Diagnostic Clinic - The Woodlands 
welcomes Shilpa Vaidya, M.D. to our team. 
Dr. Vaidya is Board Certifi ed in Internal 
Medicine and has been in practice 
since 2001.

She received her Doctorate in Medicine 
from Kasturba Medical College Manipal in 
India and her internship and residency 
training were completed at Montefi ore 
Medical Center/Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine in Bronx, New York.

Give Northwest Diagnostic Clinic a 
call to schedule an appointment 
with Dr. Vaidya. 

Learn more about us 
at nwdc.com

Cypress Station Area 
1140 Cypress Station Drive

Houston, TX  77090
(near Houston NW Medical Center) 

The Woodlands Clinic (Forest Crossing) 
9100 Forest Crossing Drive
The Woodlands, TX  77381

(near Research Forest and Gosling)

The Medical Center 
2010 Naomi Street, Suite A

Houston, TX  77054
(near Texas Medical Center)

Accepting most major insurance plans

  Top Summer Projects that 
Add Value to Your Home 
E‐mail  info@TheKinkTeam.com 

For your free copy today! 

some fun (and free) things to do with your kids this summer 
Swing in a HammockSwing in a Hammock: Sway the afternoon away looking for 
pictures in the clouds and watch them change, or read books to 
each other. 

Play DressPlay Dress--Up:  Up:  Dig in your closet for funny hats, gloves, purses, 
flowing gowns, and "superhero capes”. Slip into your new finery, and 
have a make-believe garden party or superhero adventure. 

Do Yard Work Together: Do Yard Work Together: Toddlers can help pull weeds and sprinkle 
the flowers with a tiny watering can. 

Hold a Car Wash: Hold a Car Wash: Park your car in the driveway and let your child 
give it a good scrub with a pot of water and sponge or with the 
garden hose.  

Go on a Bug Safari: Go on a Bug Safari: Dig for worms, scout for lizards, and hunt for 
frogs and tadpoles. Marvel at an ant carrying an oversize crumb. 

Befriend a Firefighter: Befriend a Firefighter: Bake cookies (or pick up some ice pops), 
and deliver them to your local fire station. The firefighters will 
appreciate the surprise -- and your child will meet some heroes, see 
those awesome trucks up close, and learn a lesson about giving to 
others. 

Chalk it Up: Chalk it Up: Everyone loves sidewalk chalk. Use the glow-in-the-
dark kind so you and your child can glimpse your artwork from the 
window at bedtime. 

Make Beautiful Music: Make Beautiful Music: Spread a blanket in the backyard for a 
stage. Create (and collect) "tickets" to the big event. Invite kids to 
bring their instruments and perform --  Set up lawn chairs for the 
audience, and cheer your little stars. 

Build a Secret Fort: Build a Secret Fort: Drape old sheets over lower tree limbs and eat 
dinner there.  Stay up chasing fireflies and listen to “night sounds”. 

281-364-9555
27606 Interstate 45 N. • www.PallottasItalianGrill.com

Woodlands 
Mall

Lake Woodlands Dr.

Woodlands Pkwy.

NEW PRIVATE 
BANQUET ROOM

Seats 65 People
Completely Private

Audio Visual Capable
Beautiful Décor

Great Pricing

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1994

Book Your Next Event 
In Our Banquet Room 

and Receive

10% OFF 
BANQUET

Discount on Food Purchase Only. 
Book Event by 9/30/2013.

Not Valid with any other offers, or on alcohol.

O S S 1994

TEXAS OUTDOOR 
IMPRESSIONS

Porches

Arbors

Outdoor 
Kitchens

And More...

PorchesPPoorrcchheess

ArborsAArrbboorrss

Outdoor OOuuttddoooorr  
KitchensKKiittcchheennss

And More...AAnndd  MMoorree......

Call Today 
to Schedule

Your Consultation

Free Fan or Barbeque Tool Set
Call Michael for details.

832.472.1087
Visit: TexasOutdoorImpressions.com
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International Baccalaureate World School
Pre-K3 through 12th Grade

www.DoorToMySchool.com
Ph. 281.516.3770

Internationalism - Entrepreneurship - Ingenuity - Sustainability

PROuD SuPPORTeRS

of Education
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Conroe ISd sets sights on next 
phase of population increases
By Brian Walzel

With projects designated for 
construction under the 2008 
bond project nearing comple-
tion, Conroe ISD is setting 
its sights on the next wave of 
student growth and the need for 
additional schools. 

Ann Snyder Elementary will 
open in the fall, marking the 
final project under the 2008 
bond program, and will serve 
the Rayford Road east area. 

“We’ve been very fortunate 
with this bond issue to get all 
of our projects done and still 
have money to build another 
school with contingency funds,” 
Conroe ISD Superintendent Don 
Stockton said.

The district is increasing its 
student population at an average 
rate of about 1,500 students per 

year, a number district spokes-
person Lisa Meeks said has been 
consistent for the past decade.

Meeks said the area expe-
riencing the highest increase 
in student population within 
the district is in the Oak Ridge 
High School feeder zone east of 
I-45 and south of Conroe. 

There are currently six 
elementary schools, with a 
seventh—Snyder Elementary—
opening in the fall, that serve 
Oak Ridge High School. 

Enrollment at those six 
schools totaled more than 5,100 
for the 2011-12 school year, 
while the enrollment at Oak 
Ridge High School was more 
than 3,000 for the same year.

“Probably the next press-
ing need is for additional high 
school space for Oak Ridge,” 
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Ann Snyder Elementary will open in time for the fall 2012-13 semester.

Stockton said. “We will defi-
nitely need space for Oak Ridge 
High School students, and we’re 
currently looking for land for a 
new high school.”

He said the district may 
consider holding another bond 
election in two to three years.

“There is a challenge in look-
ing at growth,” Stockton said. 
“We study it regularly, but we 
also have to be patient.”

He pointed to the example of 
when the district opened Oak 
Ridge High School in 1981 dur-
ing a strong economy. 

Then the local economy 
faltered and Oak Ridge High 
School saw its student popula-
tion decline. 

“One of the biggest challenges 
is when you build, that you 
don’t overbuild,” he said. “If you 

build incorrectly and set peaks 
too high, then you have build-
ings that sit empty.”

In addition to economic fac-
tors, Stockton said, populations 
within particular school zones 
change. 

“What we see in The Wood-
lands is, you have lots of young 
families,” he said. “But as the 
neighborhood gets a little bit 
older, the people get older and 

don’t move out. You see the 
[population] peak at a school 
and enrollment comes down.”

At Kauffman Elementary 
in Imperial Oaks, Stockton 
said, the population peaked at 
1,100 students a few years ago. 
Now, that school has about 860 
students. 

“[The families] are not mov-
ing out as quickly as they are 
moving in,” he said.

Get your BEST START with LSC and 
earn college credit in high school.
High school students can earn college credit while still in high school 
through dual credit. Credits transfer to public universities in Texas and 
most out-of-state and private colleges.

will soon require an education 
beyond high school.

63% of JoBS

open Doors
LoneStar.edu

A dynamic, Christian learning environment with an 
emphasis on high academic standards

• Low student-teacher ratios 
• Daily Bible curriculum and weekly chapel
• After-school enrichment programs
• State certified teachers
• Expanding through the 6th grade by 2016

   THE WOODLANDS METHODIST SCHOOL

JOYFUL. EXCELLENCE.

A Ministry of The Woodlands United Methodist Church

Currently enrolling for kindergarten through 
3rd grade. 
 
For more information: 
twmschool.org or 281.297.5959

The Woodlands Methodist School admits students of any race, color, 
and national or ethnic origin.

Education
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2011–12 STAAR results by grade
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1 Anderson 887 87% 82% 85% 85% 91% 58% 30, 36

2 Armstrong 711 92.7% 75% 69% 64% 71% 82% 16

3 Austin 914 75.1% 73% 69% 73% 67% 57% 34, 30

4 Birnham Woods 1027 25.7% 84% 72% 89% 77% 72% 32, 37

5 Broadway 939 18.8% 93% 89% 95% 79% 93% 32, 37

6 Buckalew 784 2.7% 96% 95% 98% 98% 99% 35

7 Bush 690 9.7% 95% 90% 98% 99% 97% 35

8 Creighton 866 84.3% 71% 73% 66% 72% 52% 34

9 David 620 5.3% 95% 94% 95% 96% 90% 24

10 Ford 982 58.6% 73% 73% 89% 79% 86% 32, 37

11 Galatas 705 4.1% 99% 98% 98% 97% 95% 35

12 Giesinger 595 39.3% 88% 90% 95% 90% 91% 33

13 Glen Loch 621 41.2% 85% 73% 84% 86% 72% 38

14 Hailey 714 39.1% 87% 80% 87% 78% 80% 38

15 Houser 769 61.5% 84% 83% 92% 92% 86% 37

16 Houston 912 90.4% 61% 60% 68% 84% 64% 16

17 Kaufman 966 13.1% 91% 85% 90% 87% 91% 37

18 Lamar 696 32.6% 78% 73% 83% 86% 80% 38

19 Milam 825 85.0% 78% 66% 70% 54% 44% 34

20 Oak Ridge 432 41.4% 88% 82% 91% 90% 88% 37

21 Powell 811 8.0% 97% 92% 98% 96% 95% 24, 35

22 Reaves 782 76.5% 81% 79% 79% 80% 76% 33

23 Rice 605 61.3% 79% 72% 92% 91% 90% 33

24 Ride 428 16.6% 98% 96% 96% 90% 94% 24

25 Runyan 592 89.4% 69% 66% 78% 82% 64% 30, 36

26 San Jacinto 586 69.5% 75% 83% 84% 81% 70% 34

27 Wilkinson 577 39.0% 93% 96% 90% 89% 89% 30
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30 Bozman 647 64.1% 69% 71% 69% 69% 72% 44

31 Collins 610 7.5% 96% 96% 93% 98% 97% 40

32 Cox 798 21.2% 91% 87% 86% 90% 96% 45

33 Cryar 644 55.1% 83% 92% 90% 80% 91% 43

34 Grangerland 1,005 73.8% 73% 78% 78% 73% 72% 42

35 Mitchell 1,255 3.9% 97% 96% 95% 97% 97% 41

36 Travis 482 93.2% 71% 63% 58% 64% 77% 44

37 Vogel 1,022 33.2% 85% 83% 84% 89% 92% 39

38 Wilkerson 734 33% 84% 81% 82% 83% 92% 41
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28 Deretchin 1,211 3.1% 96% 96% 96% 98% 96% 99% 97% 98% 96% 100% 41

29 Tough 1,252 2.6% 96% 96% 97% 98% 95% 98% 99% 95% 97% 99% 41
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39 Irons N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 49

40 Knox 1,167 19.1 92% 87% 86% 90% 91% 84% 82% 100% 47

41 McCullough 2,153 5.10% 95% 95% 93% 95% 97% 90% 87% 100% 50

42 Moorhead 1,040 69% 72% 60% 62% 75% 73% 65% 61% 100% 46

43 Peet 1,114 54.5% 74% 65% 70% 78% 83% 69% 58% 100% 48

44 Washington 560 89.8% 72% 65% 73% 70% 74% 58% 33% 100% 48

45 York 1,820 30% 86% 82% 82% 89% 88% 80% 72% 100% 49
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2011–12 STAAR results by grade 2011–12 TAKS results by grade
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44 Caney Creek 1,773 57% 61% 99% 100% 89% 62% 37% N/A N/A 73% 91% 65% 74% 95% 95% 92% 94% 99%

45 College Park 2,544 13.30% 90% 100% 100% 95% 86% 78% N/A N/A 98% 97% 83% 87% 98% 97% 96% 99% 100%

46 Conroe 3,109 56.20% 80% 99% 100% 88% 65% 43% N/A N/A 83% 91% 70% 76% 97% 90% 89% 94% 99%

47 Oak Ridge 3,048 25.70% 89% 98% 100% 97% 86% 70% 55% 39% 94% 96% 81% 85% 98% 97% 94% 96% 99%

48 The Woodlands 4,117 4.30% 94% 100% N/A 98% 88% 86% N/A N/A 98% 97% 91% 94% 99% 98% 98% 99% 100%

   FOCUs
conroe Isd

For more information on schools in  
Conroe ISD, visit www.conroeisd.net.

Tomball and Magnolia ISD, coming next month. 

Education
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District scores by grade
2011–12 State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) results

Grade 3 Reading 86% Math 82%

Grade 4 Reading 88% Math 86%

Grade 5 Reading 86% Math 86%

Grade 6 Reading 86% Math 89%

Grade 7 Reading 85% Math 78%

Grade 8 Reading 86% Math 87%

Grade 9
Algebra I 88%, Geometry 100%, Algebra II 97%, Biology 94%, Chemistry 77%, Physics 69%, English/Reading 

79%, English I Writing 66%, English II Reading 55%, English II Writing 39%

2011–12 Texas Assesment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) results

Grade 10 English language arts 95% Math 80%

Grade 11 English language arts 96% Math 94%

2011–12 statistics State District

To
ta

l s
tu

de
nt

s

52
,3

57

Economically disadvantaged 60.40% 36.90%

Limited English Proficiency (LEP) 16.80% 12.10%

Average annual salaries of teachers $48,375 $49,899 

Shifting assessments
Public schools have begun phasing out Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills, or 

TAKS, tests and replacing them with State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness, 
or STAAR, tests. Third- through eighth-grade students are assessed on the same grade-
specific subjects—such as math and social studies—that were covered by TAKS. At the high 
school level, grade-specific assessments are replaced by 12 end-of-course tests that include 
subjects, such as algebra I, chemistry and U.S. history. The testing landscape could change 
further if state lawmakers approve bills currently before the Legislature (see Page 16).
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Education sponsors

A dynamic, Christian learning environment with an 
emphasis on high academic standards

• Low student-teacher ratios 
• Daily Bible curriculum and weekly chapel
• After-school enrichment programs
• State certified teachers
• Expanding through the 6th grade by 2016

   THE WOODLANDS METHODIST SCHOOL

JOYFUL. EXCELLENCE.

A Ministry of The Woodlands United Methodist Church

Currently enrolling for kindergarten through 
3rd grade. 
 
For more information: 
twmschool.org or 281.297.5959

The Woodlands Methodist School admits students of any race, color, 
and national or ethnic origin.
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Kidville’s Pre-School 
Alterna� ve Program

The Kidville University 
(KVU) program guides toddlers 
through social skills within a 
playful se�  ng as they transi� on 
to school.

• Class includes 30 minutes of  
 gym � me
• Small teacher-child ra� o 
 ensures individualized 
 a� en� on

Early registra� on discount of $50
• Ages 2.0-3.3 years, 
 gradual separa� on
• 2 days per week- 2 hours per  
 day (op� onal 3rd day)

4747 RESEARCH FOREST DR, SUITE 14S • THE WOODLANDS, TX 77381
281-651-5403 • WWW.KIDVILLE.COM/THEWOODlANDS

Lower School Campus Tour 
PreK-5th grade

June 17@10:00 am
NOW ENROLLING 

5800 Academy Way,The Woodlands, TX 77384 936-273-2555 www.twca.net

I AM A WARRIOR

2 est.1993

0 th

ANNIVERSARY

“From the beginning, we felt that the experience at Primrose 

was a personalized experience, a partnership with the staff 

and teachers who lived the ‘care’ in ‘caregivers.’ The values 

being taught were consistent between school and home. 

Primrose will forever be a part of our family’s fondest early 

childhood memories.”

Anastasia, Primrose Mom

The Trusted Partner 
for Parents.

Primrose School of The Woodlands 
at Creekside Park
281.351.7300
Primrose School of The Woodlands 
at College Park
936.321.5900
Primrose School of The Woodlands 
at Sterling Ridge
281.681.3500 
Primrose School of Imperial Oaks
281.364.7400
Primrose School of Spring-Klein
281.350.9595

Each Primrose School is a privately owned and operated franchise. Primrose Schools and The Leader in Educational Child Care are trademarks of Primrose School Franchising Company. ©2013 Primrose School Franchising Company. All rights reserved.

 27440 Kuykendahl Rd. | Tomball TX 77375 | 281 516 0600 | www.woodlandsprep.org

Environment for Excellence

The Woodlands Preparatory School

 Grades K-12

The Woodlands Preparatory School 
builds a solid foundation for students 
to be successful in today’s global 
society.  Committed to excellence in 
academics, we provide a rigorous 
and well-rounded education with 
a special focus on mathematics, 
English and science.

PROuD SuPPORTeRS

of Education
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Robotics program preparing 
students for technical careers
By  Matt Stephens

Most high school students 
have several options of clubs 
and competitive teams to join 
that can supplement their edu-
cation, but few combine techni-
cal skills, leadership qualities 
and competitiveness quite like 
the Texas Torque robotics pro-
gram in The Woodlands. 

“Take the best of what you get 
out of varsity sports and com-
bine that with the best stuff you 
get out of team building with 
being in clubs, and then the 
knowledge you get out of being 
in a classroom,” said Texas 
Torque’s head mentor Scott Rip-
petoe. “It’s like all of that rolled 
into one huge package.”

Texas Torque was founded in 
2004, Rippetoe said, when The 
Woodlands High School and 
Anadarko Petroleum combined 

efforts to form a robotics team 
for area high schoolers. The pro-
gram has come a long way since 
then, winning the For Inspira-
tion and Recognition of Science 
Robotics World Championship 
on April 24-27 in St. Louis, Mo., 
out of more than 400 teams. 

The club enlists students from 
College Park, The Woodlands 
and Oak Ridge high schools, as 
well as the Academy of Sci-
ence and Technology. A physics 
teacher at the Academy for 22 
years, Rippetoe began coach-
ing with Texas Torque in 2007 
because of his son’s involvement, 
and became head mentor in 2008. 

The team practices and plans 
year round, but Rippetoe said 
the competitive season begins 
the first weekend in Janu-
ary when all 2,500 competing 
teams around the world receive 

a problem that a robot they 
construct must solve. Teams 
then have six weeks to construct 
their robots before regional 
matches begin. Rippetoe said 
his team worked every day 
after school for hours, includ-
ing eight-to-10-hour days on 
Saturdays every week leading up 
to the championship. 

“It’s very strategy driven, and 
the design of the robot reflects 
the strategy, not the other way 
around,” senior Shyan Ragha-
van said.

The team not only learns 
technical skills and problem 
solving, but also management 
skills, Rippetoe said. Students 
work with management soft-
ware and learn how to budget as 
they order materials. 

Raghavan and junior Varshu 
Kishore both said they plan to 

pursue engineering at the col-
legiate level. Having finished 
his fourth year in the program, 
Raghavan said winning the 
championship as a senior was 
special. He will attend Carnegie 
Melon University in the fall. 

“I want to [pursue engineer-
ing] basically because of this 
[program],” he said. “Because 
I enjoyed it so much, it’s what 

makes me want to come back 
everyday.” 

Rippetoe encouraged anyone 
with an interest in the program 
to sign up, and said even incom-
ing freshmen without knowl-
edge of robotics are welcome, as 
training is provided in the fall 
and summer. For more infor-
mation on Texas Torque, go to 
www.texastorque.org. 

Texas Torque won the championship at the For Inspiration and Recognition of Sci-
ence Robotics World Championship April 24-27 in St. Louis, Mo. 

   FOCUs
conroe Isd
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A dynamic, Christian learning environment with an 
emphasis on high academic standards

• Low student-teacher ratios 
• Daily Bible curriculum and weekly chapel
• After-school enrichment programs
• State certified teachers
• Expanding through the 6th grade by 2016

   THE WOODLANDS METHODIST SCHOOL

JOYFUL. EXCELLENCE.

A Ministry of The Woodlands United Methodist Church

Currently enrolling for kindergarten through 
3rd grade. 
 
For more information: 
twmschool.org or 281.297.5959

The Woodlands Methodist School admits students of any race, color, 
and national or ethnic origin.

A dynamic, Christian learning environment with an 
emphasis on high academic standards

• Low student-teacher ratios 
• Daily Bible curriculum and weekly chapel
• After-school enrichment programs
• State certified teachers
• Expanding through the 6th grade by 2016

   THE WOODLANDS METHODIST SCHOOL

JOYFUL. EXCELLENCE.

A Ministry of The Woodlands United Methodist Church

Currently enrolling for kindergarten through 
3rd grade. 
 
For more information: 
twmschool.org or 281.297.5959

The Woodlands Methodist School admits students of any race, color, 
and national or ethnic origin.

Education
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04 Splash day
The Woodlands 4th of July 

festivities feature Splash Day at each 
of the 13 pools located throughout 
The Woodlands. Families can take part 
in special themed events chosen by 
the lifeguards with free activities and 
refreshments. 10 a.m.−6 p.m. (pools 
open), noon−4 p.m. (activities offered). 
Free to attend most pools, $4 (under 48 
inches tall, Rob Fleming Aquatic Center), 
$5 (48 inches or taller, Rob Fleming 
Aquatic Center). Various locations.  
281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

04 Bike Parade and decorating 
Contest

Northshore Park hosts a “Things That 
Go” Bike Parade and Decorating 
Contest. Children and teenagers ages 
14 and under are encouraged to bring 
bikes, tricycles, scooters and wagons 

$157. The Woodlands Township Recreation 
Center, 5310 Research Forest Drive.   
877-797-7529.  
www.playsmartertechnologies.com

26 Student Internship Program 
Business luncheon

Education for Tomorrow Alliance, a nonprofit 
organization with interaction between 
business and education communities in 
Montgomery County, presents its annual 
luncheon. The luncheon honors participants 
and employers who have demonstrated 
a commitment to cultivating workers. 
10:30 a.m.−1 p.m. $35. Lone Star College 
Community Building and Conference Center, 
5000 Research Forest Drive. 936-273-7087.  
www.woodlandschamber.org

27 Chamber Chat
The Woodlands Chamber of 

Commerce hosts an event to answer 
questions from the public about chamber 
membership and making successful business 
decisions in the community. The event 
includes an informal question and answer 
session and light refreshments. Reservations 
are required by June 25. 8–9 a.m. Free. The 
Woodlands Area Chamber of Commerce, 
Brady Conference Room, 1400 Woodloch 
Forest Drive, Ste. 300. 281-363-8107.  
www.woodlandschamber.org

01 Symphony Concert
The Conroe Symphony Orchestra 

features a “Celebrating America” concert 
with the Conroe Symphony Chorus. Tickets 
are available at the door. 7:30 p.m. $5 
(children under 12), $15 (adults). The Ark 
Church, 450 Humble Tank Road, Conroe. 
936-760-2144. www.conroesymphony.org

14 Triathlon
 SelecTRi, a uSA Triathlon youth 

High Performance team, presents the “Have 
you Got What it Takes to be a Triathlete?” 
clinic. The clinic features swim, run and bike 
events for athletes ages 12 and up with 
strong skills. Participants are encouraged to 
bring swimsuits, swim caps, goggles, towels, 
helmets, running shoes and bikes. Online 
registration is available. 8 a.m.−noon. Free. 
Shadowbend Park and Pool, 4995 Lake 
Woodlands Drive. www.selectri.org/camp

15 hats and heels
The Conroe Recreation Center hosts 

a Hats and Heels Dance and Silent Auction 
for senior citizens ages 60 and up, benefiting 
The Friendship Center’s Meals On Wheels 
program. The event includes live music from 
The Jem Dandy Band, refreshments and door 
prizes. Tickets are sold at the door. 6:30−11 
p.m. $10. 1203 Callahan Ave., Conroe.  
281-384-8480.  
www.woodlandschamber.org

18 through 20, 25 through 27, July 
16 through 18  Chocolate Camp

The Schakolad Chocolate Factory presents a 
three-day chocolate camp for children. Camp 
activities include learning the transformation 
of a cacao bean into a chocolate bar, hands-
on chocolate creation and chocolate face 
painting. New chocolate themes and molds 
are presented throughout each week of camp 
during the summer. 10 a.m.−12:30 p.m. 
(morning sessions), 2−4:30 p.m. (afternoon 
sessions). $125. Schakolad Chocolate 
Factory, 1500 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 
130. 281-292-9900.  
www.schakolad.com/store27

19 Back to Basics Class
Professor Lora Jorgensen presents 

a Back to Basics series class titled “Spend 
Less and Get More at the Grocery Store” 
with a food demonstration and recipe tasting. 
Participants learn grocery store shopping 
tactics, ways to shop under a budget, 
comparing costs, couponing and shopping 
for seasonal items. 9−10:30 a.m. Free. Lone 
Star Family Health Center’s Teaching Kitchen, 
605 S. Conroe Medical Drive, Conroe.  
936-539-7825.

22 dive-In Movie
Woodlands families can visit the 

Rob Fleming Aquatic Center for a summer 
family pool and movie experience. The 
feature presentation is “Thunderstruck.” 
Concessions are available for purchase. 
8 p.m. (pool opens), 8:30 p.m. (movie 
begins).  Free (ages 3 and under), $5 (ages 4 
and up). Rob Fleming Aquatic Center, 6535 
Creekside Forest Drive. 281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

24 CSI Spy Science Summer Camp
Play Smarter Technologies presents 

a CSi Spy Science summer camp for children 
ages 7−12. Participants have an opportunity 
to learn about forensic science by examining 
prints and evidence, and tracing clues to 
crack open a mystery. Children create an 
evidence journal online, and families can 
review the work from home. 4:30−7:30 p.m. 
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Fourth of July Activities The 
Woodlands offers a variety of 
Fourth of July events, including

the Star-Spangled Salute, a Concert in The 
Park and the Red, Hot & Blue Festival.
Holiday festivities kick off July 3 with 
the Star-Spangled Salute concert at the 
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion, 2005 
Lake Robbins Drive. 
Beginning at 6:30 p.m., families can visit 
the North Plaza and take part in events, 
register to win prizes, receive patriotic 
memorabilia and enjoy music performed 
by The Woodlands Show Chorus. The 
Houston Symphony takes the stage at 8 
p.m. to perform patriotic songs. 

Events continue July 4 from 5:30–9 p.m. 
with a Concert in The Park at Northshore 
Park, 2505 Lake Woodlands Drive, 
featuring Hope Cassity, a country and 
Americana band. Families are welcome to 
bring lawn chairs and picnic supplies.
The 16th annual Red, Hot & Blue Festival 
wraps up Fourth of July festivities with two 
simultaneous fireworks shows at Town 
Center and at Timberloch Drive, live 
music, vendors, strolling entertainers, 
face painting, hot dog and watermelon 
eating contests, interactive games such as 
bounce houses and bungee activities and 
more. The festival is free and begins at 6 
p.m. The fireworks shows begin at dusk.
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Featured EVENT
June

July

WWW.AMERIGOS.COM
25250 GROGANS PARK DRIVE 

THE WOODLANDS, 77380
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Grogan’s Park Dr.

Grogan’s Mill Rd.

Sawdust Rd.

281.362.0808

Only the Best for Your Guests

5 � clusive Private Rooms 

to Ensure Your Next Event 
is Unforgettable



The Woodlands Edition • June 2013 features  25

to participate in the contest before 
the evening’s Concert in the Park. 
Materials for the contest are provided, 
but participants can bring their own 
decorations. 4:30−5:15 p.m. (decorating), 
5:15−5:30 p.m. (parade and judging). 
Northshore Park, 2505 Lake Woodlands 
Drive. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

04 Great American duck Race
Montgomery County 

Emergency Assistance sponsors its 
annual duck race benefitting programs 
to assist residents in the area with rent, 
utilities and basic necessities. Rubber 
ducks race down chutes at The Rob 
Fleming Aquatic Center for prizes during 
The Woodlands annual Splash Day event. 
Participants can adopt ducks online at 
several locations throughout the county 
and at the Aquatic Center on the day 
of the event. One person wins a 2014 
Chevrolet Camaro if the duck’s number 
matches the pre-selected one chosen 
before the race and finishes in the top 10. 
3 p.m. $5 (single duck), $25 (6 ducks), 
$100 (30 ducks). Rob Fleming Aquatic 
Center, 6535 Creekside Forest Drive. 936-
539-1096. www.mcea-tx.org

12 Museum Birthday Celebration
The Woodlands Children’s Museum 

celebrates the family friendly venue’s third 
birthday. Award-winning artist Leah White 
and The Magic Mirrors and Andy Roo & the 
Andy Rooniverse play live music at the event, 
which is included with the price of admission. 
Guests interact with magicians, face-painters 
and The Woodlands mascot, Puffy Pine 
Cone. Recommended for ages 7 and under. 
10 a.m.−5 p.m. Free (children under 2 and 
museum members), $5 (2 years and older). 
The Woodlands Children’s Museum, 4775 W. 
Panther Creek Drive. 281-465-0955. 
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

13 dive-In Movie
Cranebrook Pool and The Woodlands 

Township presents “Madagascar 3” during 
a family night pool and movie event. 
Concessions are available. 8 p.m. (pool 
opens), 8:30 p.m. (movie begins). Free (ages 
3 and under), $5 (4 and up). Cranebrook 
Pool, 11800 Cranebrook Drive.  
281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

15 through 19  
vacation Bible School Camp

The First Baptist Church of The Woodlands 
features a “Turn it up” VBS camp with a 
1980s music theme for children who are in 
kindergarten through fourth grade. Water 
slides, slip-n-slides and games are offered. A 
preschool program is available for children of 
event volunteers. Church members in grades 
5−11 and adults can sign up to volunteer for 
the event online. 8:45 a.m.−noon. Free. First 
Baptist Church of The Woodlands, 11801 
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dosey doe                                        
The Big Barn, 25911 i-45 N.,  
The Woodlands • 281-367-3774  
www.doseydoescoffeeshop.com
June
 13  Hugh Masekela, 8:30 p.m.
 14  Jake Shimaburkuro, 8:30 p.m.
 15  Michael Martin Murphy, 8:30 p.m.
 16  Los Lonely Boys, 7:30 p.m.
 19  Danny Barnes, Billy Bright, 8 p.m.
 20  Seryn, 8:30 p.m.
 21  Ezra Charles, 8:30 p.m.
 22  Poco, 8:30 p.m.
 25  Dirty River Boys, 8 p.m.
 27  Howie Day, 8:30 p.m.
 28  T G Sheppard, 8:30 p.m.
 29  The Association, 8:30 p.m.
July
 02  Ed Jurdi & Gordy Quist of the Band  
   Heathens, 8 p.m.
 05  Tab Benoit, 8:30 p.m.
 06  Shake Russell Trio & Michael  
   Hearne, 8:30 p.m.
 11  uncle Lucius, 8:30 p.m.

dosey doe
Music Cafe, 463 FM 1488 
Conroe • 936-271-2171  
www.doseydoescoffeeshop.com
June 
 13  Rick Huckaby, 8:30 p.m.
 14  Carolyn Wonderland, 8:30 p.m.
 15  Jo-el Sonnier, 8:30 p.m.
 18  yarn, 7:30 p.m.
 19  Doug MacLeod, 7:30 p.m.
 20  Mickey & the Motorcars, 8:30 p.m. 
 21  Tejas Brothers, 8:30 p.m.
 22  Dimitri’s Rail, 8:30 p.m.
  26  Drew Kennedy & Teea Goans, 8 p.m.

John Mayer performs at The 
Woodlands Pavilion July 12.

Find more or submit The Woodlands  
events at www.impactnews.com/
wdl-calendar. 

To have The Woodlands events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Featured 
              lIVE MUSIC

 27  Branded, 8:30 p.m.
 28  Aaron Scherz & Sweet Aliana,  
   8:30 p.m.
 29  Charlie Montague, 8:30 p.m.
 30  Real Life Real Music Camp  
   Showcase, 6 p.m.
July
 01  Java Jazz, 8 p.m.
 05  Rob Baird, 8:30 p.m.
 06  Ty Herndon, 8:30 p.m.
 11  James Leblanc, Angela Hacker,  
   8:30 p.m.

Waterway Nights
31 Waterway Square Place
The Woodlands • 281-363-2447
www.thewoodlandscvb.com

June 
 15  Jazz Avenue (Jazz) 6 p.m.
 22  Level One Band (Pop/ Variety) 6 p.m.
 29  Clayton DeGuerre (Soft Rock/  
   Acoustic) 6 p.m.

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion
2005 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org
June
 14  Texas Music Festival Orchestra,  
   8 p.m.
 15  The Earth - an HD Odyssey, with the 
   Houston Symphony, 8 p.m.
 22  Pitbull and Ke$ha, 7:30 p.m.
 28  Big Time Rush and Victoria Justice,  
   7 p.m.
July
 03  Star-Spangled Salute with the  
   Houston Symphony, 8 p.m.
 06  Eli young Band, TBA
 11  Lynyrd Skynyrd, Bad Company, 7 p.m.
 12  John Mayer, 7:30 p.m.

Crescent Moon
440 Rayford Road
Spring • 281-364-9463
www.crescentmoonwinebar.com

June
 14  Retro Burn, 8:30 p.m.
 15  The Fantastics, 8:30 p.m.
 18  Richard Greaney, 7 p.m.
 21  yelba’s Band, 8:30 p.m.
 22  Grateful Geezers, 8:30 p.m.
 25  Adam & Alba, 7 p.m.
 26  ReSOuLution Trio, 7 p.m.

Grogan’s Mill Road. 281-367-4317.  
www.fbctw.org

16 through 18  
Get Ready to Race

Children ages 7−12 are introduced to the 
sport of triathlon in this three-day summer 
camp. The camp features training for basic 
swim, bike and run techniques as well as 
nutrition advice. The event prepares children 
to participate in the July 27 The Woodlands 
Kiwanis Kids Triathlon. Participants are 
encouraged to bring swimsuits, goggles, 
towels, helmets, bikes and running shoes. 
9:30−11 a.m. $80 (cost of clinic, swim cap 
and water bottle). Shadowbend Park and 
Pool, 4192 Lake Woodlands Drive.   
www.selectri.org/camp

16 through 20  
Artist expo

The 8th annual art event returns to The 
Woodlands offering a wide variety of 

exhibitors, vendors and classes taught by 
artists from across the country. Classes 
include instruction in a variety of media, 
including acrylic, ink, watercolor and oil. 9 
a.m.−5 p.m. (July 16, July 17), 9 a.m.−3 p.m. 
(July 18). $35–$80 (registration), $50–$95 
(cost day of event). The Woodlands Waterway 
Marriott Hotel & Convention Center, 1601 
Lake Robbins Drive. 713-462-2686.  
www.artistexpohouston.com

FREE

June issue  IMPACT 2.375 x 12.25”

www.woodlandscenter.org
281-363-3300

TickeTs can be purchased at The 
Pavilion Box Office, all Ticketmaster 
outlets, by calling 800-745-3000 or 
online at www.ticketmaster.com. 

Legendary 
Masterpieces 
Texas
Music
Festival 
Orchestra
Cynthia Woods
Mitchell Young 
Artists 
Competition
Horst Förster, conductor

June 14
8 p.m. / Gates at 7 p.m. 

More than 100 gifted musicians from 
around the world are showcased in 
a free concert. Under the direction 
of Horst Förster, these young artists 
perform Richard Strauss’ “Don Juan,” 
Ops. 20 and Pyotr Tchaikovsky’s 
Symphony No. 5. The finalists and 
winner of the Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Young Artist Competition will be 
announced.  Pre-concert activities in 
the North Plaza beginning at 7 p.m. 
include The Woodlands School of Rock 
on the Side Stage.

The EarTh
- an hD Odyssey
HOUsTON sYMPHONY 
Mein-Ann Chen, Conductor 

June 15
8 p.m. / Gates at 7 p.m. 

The earth – An HD Odyssey 
features the Houston 

Symphony and striking 
images taken from NASA 
missions to Earth’s 
orbit accompanied by 
J. Adams “Short Ride 
in a Fast Machine” and 

Strauss’ epic tone poem 
“Also sprach Zarathustra.”  

$20 orchestra seating
FrEE mezzanine and lawn seating 
courtesy of The Wortham Foundation.

Pre-concert activities, including 
exhibits from the Johnson Space 
Center, begin at 7 p.m. in the  
North Plaza. 
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Instructor Lisa Herrington also teaches classes for students as young as 2 years old up to adults. 
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young Artist Art Studio
Studio emphasizes expression, fundamentals

v irginia Garrigos recalls enjoy-
ing art since she was 4 years old, 
a passion that compelled her to 

teach for years and eventually open her 
own teaching studio, Young Artist Art 
Studio. 

“Art is in my blood—it’s my passion,” 
Garrigos said. “It’s always been my dream 
to own my own studio, to run it the way I 
think art should be exposed to children— 
very open and contemporary. And that’s 
how we teach the art here.”

Before opening Young Artist Art Studio 
in July of last year, Garrigos said, she 
held summer camps at her 9-acre home 
in Conroe every summer. Although she 
adapted her instruction style somewhat 
for the studio, Garrigos continues to teach 
art her way, instructing her students to 
work from their emotions while learning 
extensive technique and some art history. 

“Anybody can learn from one of those 
‘how to’ books,” Garrigos said. “You can 
practice over and over to eventually learn 
it. But art is not about learning how to 
draw. It’s about how to understand and 
express yourself.”

She and instructor Lisa Herrington 
use three rooms in the 1,900-square-foot 
office space to teach classes of students as 
young as 2 years old to teenagers, as well 
as adults and special education classes. 
Garrigos said they teach a different 
medium every month, including charcoal, 
paints and even sculpture with clay. Each 
of her 25-30 classes every week learn from 
the same medium, but at different levels. 

With advances in technology, Garrigos 
said many of her students do not know 
how to properly hold a pencil and rarely 
learn the basics because of dependency on 
computers. 

“I tell parents all the time, ‘They’re not 
going go be Picasso in one, two, three or 
four months,’” she said. “It’s a process, and 
my belief is to teach art from the basics 
and very slowly teach them the techniques 
and how to get there.”

Garrigos encourages the use of distinc-
tive media in her students’ work as well, 
including everything from rope to melted 
plastic to achieve a desired texture or 
effect. She also explains the history behind 
the styles and the medium they are using.

“It’s very important for [the students] to 
know where things came from,” she said.

 Classes are about one hour and 15 
minutes, once a week for a month, Gar-
rigos said, with prices ranging from $120 
for pre-schoolers to $145 to kindergarten 
students and up. Prices include high qual-
ity, professional supplies for each class. 
The studio also holds birthday parties, 
workshops and summer camps. 

Garrigos said her business has grown 
since opening, but she has some parents 
who have followed her from summer 
camps years ago to her studio. She now 
has more than 75 students and plans to 
open a second, 1,500-square-foot facil-
ity in the Heights at 1024 Studewood St. 
sometime in July. 

“I’m just overwhelmed by the support 
I’ve received,” she said.

BuSINeSS

Types of Media
With a different medium every month, 
young Artist Art Studio teaches students 
the history and the technique behind the 
following media: 

Students use a different medium every month, including paints, charcoal and clay. 

Virginia Garrigos opened Young Artist Art Studio in 
July of last year.

Young Artist Art Studio students are encouraged 
to use distinctive materials and techniques.

Painting by Numbers

By Matt Stephens

11
3

Classrooms
75+
Students

young Artist Art Studio

Woodlands Pkwy. 
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Flintridge Dr. 

Branch Crossing Dr.8000 McBeth Way, Ste. 130
The Woodlands • 281-645-6580 
www.youngartistartstudio.com 
Hours: Open pottery studio 
Mon.—Fri.: 9:30 a.m.—6 p.m.
Saturday by appointment only
Class hours vary; closed Sunday

• Charcoal
• Oil paint
• Acrylic paint
• Watercolor paint

• Clay 
• Oil pastels
• Pencil

Types of summer camps 
offered to students 

abercrombiecpa.com
Accounting • Audit • Business Planning • Consulting • Operational Effectiveness & Financing • Governance & Reporting 
Managing Risk • IFRS • Employee Benefi t Planning • Tax & Transactional Services • Wealth Management & Preservation

281.440.5740
HOUSTON & THE WOODLANDS

 Experience    Structure    Stability
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS & CONSULTANTS

Business Solutions 
Delivered With Unique
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SINCE 1971

“We’re your neighborhood auto repair shop and have been for 40 years”

Complete Automotive & Transmission Service • RV Repair • Complete Differential Service 
Hybrid Service • Complete Transfer Case Service • Quick Oil Change

Engine Repair & Preventative Maintenance • Radiator & Cooling Systems • Diesel Engine Repair 
Steering, Front End & Suspension • State Inspection • A/C Conditioning & Heating

Welding & Fabrication • Trailer & Hydraulic Repair • Detailing

29707 W. Hawthorne Dr, Spring, TX 77386 • (281) 367-3535

$49.95
A/C Service Check.

(Plus Freon-Most Cars)

Sawdust Rd. 
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Iridology
iridology is an alternative health 
science that focuses on the iris—the 
colorful part of the eye.

example: 
• A brown ring around the pupil in-

dicates the lining along a person’s 
stomach wall has accumulated 
undigested food, which prevents 
nutrients from passing easily 
through

• An overall lightness can indicate a 
vitamin mineral deficiency

• Concentric circles within the iris 
are indications of stress

The Woodlands health Market

Cheryl Kainer has owned and operate The Woodlands Health Market on Sawdust Road since 1999.
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The Woodlands  
health Market
Health store also offers alternative practices

I t can be difficult to find a niche and 
keep up in the alternative health 
industry, where trends come and go 

as people seek out new ways to improve 
their health. However, The Woodlands 
Health Market, which opened in 1999, 
seems to have what it takes to keep its 
customers coming back.

Owned by long-time Woodlands resi-
dent Cheryl Lemoine Kainer, The Health 
Market offers an array of health foods, 
vitamins, minerals, herbs and supple-
ments, as well as certified professionals in 
several alternative health sciences, such 
as iridology, reflexology, ion foot detox 
and hair analysis.

“I started The Health Market to pro-
vide The Woodlands area with a good 
health-focused store that actually had 
food,” Kainer said. “We have these little 
health food stores that sell vitamins and 
minerals, but we were one of the first 
to sell food products and get in on the 
gluten-free movement.”

Over time, Kainer said, she began 
developing the health services aspect of 
her business. As a certified iridologist, 
she identifies strengths and weaknesses 
of organs by examining a person’s iris.

“Iridology is something that isn’t prac-
ticed much in the U.S., but is used widely 
in other countries,” she said. “It focuses a 

lot on digestive health, but can be used to 
identify imbalances in any organ.”

There are five trained health specialists 
on staff, including a reflexologist, clas-
sic naturopath and a certified nutrition 
counselor. The market also sells prod-
ucts related to aromatherapy and aroma 
cleanse therapy.

Kainer said she is picky about the types 
of products she carries and tries to obtain 
top-of-the-line brands for varying health 
issues. Shoppers at The Health Market 
are also more likely to find food-based 
vitamins, as opposed to synthetic ones.

“Your body really doesn’t know what 
synthetic vitamins are and most of it gets 
excreted in your urine,” she said. “It’s a 
big waste of money. Food-based multivi-
tamins are our biggest seller.”

The Health Market’s motto is “Take 
care of yourself.” Kainer said her mission 
is to make sure everyone who comes into 
her store leaves with a better sense of 
their health and a better idea of how to 
improve it.

“A lot of people these days are into 
natural health, and they always seem to 
end up with 30 different bottles of pills to 
treat every little thing,” Kainer said. “You 
don’t need 30 bottles of pills. Alternative 
health services at the market let you get 
specific about what you need.”

BuSINeSS

427 Sawdust Road
The Woodlands • 281-367-0002
www.woodlandshealthmarket.com
Mon.–Fri.: 10 a.m.–6 p.m.
Sat.: 10 a.m.–4 p.m.
Closed Sunday

The Woodlands Health Market deals mainly in 
food-based vitamins instead of synthetic ones.

The Woodlands Health Market employees advise 
customers on health questions and decisions. 

Tanner, the market’s dog, is a friend to customers. The store features a variety of health food options. 

By Shawn Arrajj
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BRAIN Skin & Orifices
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Lymph & Blood 
- Hormonal

Intestines

Stomach

With all above specials no 
other discounts will apply. 

Expires July 30, 2013

AMERICAN TEX-MEX FOOD

WHERE GREAT FOOD IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER

Breakfast Served All Day | Homemade Jams and Desserts
Catering and Delivery Available

26797 HANNA ROAD. 
OAK RIDGE NORTH, TX

281-292-0333 
COMPADRESTEXASCAFE.COM

20% OFF 
Your table’s 
entire food 
purchase.

HALF OFF 
An Entree. With 
purchase of a 

regular priced 
entree

FREE Entree 
With purchase of 
a regular priced 

entree and 2 
beverages. 

45

Robinson Rd. 
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Bay Area

Katy

Texas Medical Center
Sugar Land

The Woodlands

FindYourMDAnderson.comAppointments Available 713.745.9940

in The Woodlands
Making Cancer History®

MD Anderson is Making Cancer History® in The Woodlands.  
Our team of the world’s leading cancer experts is focused 
only on you and your cancer. We can guide you through 
advanced MD Anderson treatment options including surgery, 
radiation, chemotherapy, clinical trials and support services. 
We’ll customize a plan just for you and keep you close to your 
friends and family. Choose MD Anderson in The Woodlands. 
Find Your MD Anderson today.

Facebook.com/MDAndersonTheWoodlands
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The Goose’s Acre Bistro & Irish Pub

The Goose’s Acre Pub and Bistro features upstairs and downstairs dining and bar areas.
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The Goose’s Acre  
Bistro & Irish Pub
Waterway’s first diner relocated from Ireland

T he Woodlands first restaurant on 
the Waterway was bought and 
shipped from Ireland in pieces. 

The owners of The Goose’s Acre Bistro & 
Irish Pub purchased the restaurant of the 
same name in the southwestern region of 
Ireland and shipped much of the facility’s 
décor and both of its bars back to Texas.

“It wasn’t cheap, but we loved the way 
the bar looked,” owner Brian Young said. 
“Rather than replicate it, it was just as 
easy to buy it and bring it over. It doesn’t 
get more authentic than actually bring-
ing it from Ireland.”

The owners identified the Waterway 
square area early on, despite the early 
stages of its development, as a site that 
would likely prove to be popular.

“We were familiar with the Waterway 
and the development that was coming,” 
Young said. “It’s next to the Marriott 
Hotel and a 5-minute walk to the Pavil-
ion. Geographically, it’s about as good as 
you can get.”

The owners’ concept for the restaurant 
was an Irish pub with a focus on quality 
food, Young said.

“We wanted to make sure we focused 
on the food, so we hired a world class 
chef,” Young said. “We have an open 
kitchen, so people know we are serious 
about the food.”

The Goose’s Acre offers waterfront din-
ing with two outdoor patio areas and an 

Irish pub ambiance inside, with two bars 
and plenty of seating upstairs and down. 

The restaurant recently expanded, 
adding a new upstairs patio area with 
16 tables, a misting system and umbrel-
las. The expansion has added 20 percent 
more business, Young said.

“Business is phenomenal,” he said. 
“The [added] patio was a leap of faith, but 
we felt it would pay off and it has.”

With the restaurant so close to the 
large office buildings at Waterway 
Square, the pub gets a steady lunch 
crowd as well as foot traffic, said general 
manager Brandi Viehe. 

The Goose’s Acre offers live music Fri-
days and Saturdays and moves some tables 
and chairs in the downstairs bar area to 
create a dance floor on those nights. The 
Woodlands pub offers 28 draft beers, 
including local selections from Conroe’s 
Southern Star Brewery and two different 
ciders.

“We’re not just a pub, and we offer more 
than just pub food,” said Viehe. “People 
are surprised when they see our menu and 
see we have rib-eye steak and salmon.”

The restaurant participates in vari-
ous charity events throughout the year, 
including raising $47,000 last year for St. 
Baldrick’s pediatric cancer. 

“We like to do a lot of charity,” Viehe 
said. “It keeps us close with the com-
munity.”

dINING

21 Waterway Ave., Ste. 140
The Woodlands • 281-466-1502
www.thegoosesacre.com

Sun.—Mon.: 11 a.m. to midnight
Tues.—Sat.: 11 .am. to 2 a.m.

By Tamra Santana

Customer favorites:
Cod fish & chips-Ale-battered fresh 
Atlantic cod with seasoned chips, fresh 
apple coleslaw and malt vinegar tartar 
sauce ($12.95)

Enzo pizza-Margherita pizza with 
pepperoni, italian sausage, crisp-
peppered bacon, fresh mozzarella and 
oregano ($12.95)

Sirloin shepherd’s pie-Stout-marinated 
braised sirloin served with leeks, 
carrots, peas and onions and topped 
with creamy cheddar whipped potatoes 
($12.95)

The original certified angus burger-
Topped with irish cheddar, peppered 
bacon and BBQ sauce on the side 
($10.95)

Oven baked artichoke, sun-dried 
tomato & Parmesan dip-Served with 
garlic bread, flatbreads and crackers  
($10.95)

Among the customer favorites are crab sliders ($7.95).

The restaurant offers two outdoor patios.

The barbecue ribs ($16.95) are served with french fries.

Customer comments
“They have good service here, and it’s 
probably the best shepherd’s pie i’ve 
ever had.” 

-Zack Hendry

“i like the view sitting out here. it’s a nice 
atmosphere. i like the shepherd’s pie and 
[they have] the best BLT i’ve ever had.” 

-Glenn Gilchrist

®
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Your Personal  
Wealth... 

Brad Bowman     
Financial Advisor 
Houston Area Market
281.599.6023 

Gets Our Personal  
Attention.

In addition, FVP Investment 
Group, located in First Victoria, 
provides you with the  
opportunity to have convenient 
access to a wide range of 

investments1 in an environment which  
is familiar and comfortable to you.

Stop by to 
 learn more  

about how we 
can create  

financial solutions 
for you.

1Securities offered through Cetera Investment Services LLC, member FINRA/
SIPC. Investments are: • Not FDIC/NCUSIF insured • May lose value • Not 

financial institution guaranteed • Not a deposit • Not insured by any federal 
government agency. Cetera is not affiliated with First Victoria Bank.

Our Wealth Management 
Services and PrivateBankers 
at First Victoria offer a 
unique and different brand 
of banking, ranging from 
the most routine banking needs to more 
complex trust and insurance products1.

Jeannie Jennings     
PrivateBanking/Wealth Management
832.663.4507

Heidi Carney     
PrivateBanking/Wealth Management
832.663.4506

www.firstvictoria.com Formally known as PrimeVest Financial Services

936-447-2800 · WoodforestTx.com
Homes from the $180s to $1 Million+

Coventry Homes
Darling Homes

DR Horton
Gracepoint Homes
Highland Homes

Huntington Homes
Jeff Paul Custom Homes

Lennar Homes
Mary Ross Custom Homes

Newmark Homes 
Partners in Building

Perry Homes
Ryland Homes

Sullivan Signature Homes
Tom Cox Jr. Custom Homes

Village Builders

When it comes to master-planned communities in Montgomery County, 
Woodforest has something for everyone. With a 27-hole golf course for 
mom and dad. Parks, playgrounds and a splash park for the kids. Miles

of hike and bike trails for the whole family. And shopping, dining,
entertainment and recreational activities - all just minutes away.

Woodforest has a beautiful array of new homes priced to suit every 
lifestyle. You’ll find patio homes, homes with golf-course and lake 

views, and amenity-filled custom homes on up to one-acre homesites.  
Woodforest – The breath of fresh air you’ve been looking for.

Where life Grows.

f

*Based on the number of new home sales in 2012, Metrostudy and RCLCO. As with any 
financial decision, buyers are encouraged t    o do their own due diligence when selecting a home 
builder. Woodforest makes no representation or warranties on the quality of the homebuilders. 
Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. Realtors Welcome. 6/13

Ranked 7th in Houston
and among the nation’s 20
top-selling master-planned 

communities*

Forest Island
Swim Complex Opening

SUMMER 2013!
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l inda Woods served as director of 
Shenandoah’s Convention and 
Visitor’s Bureau for 14 years before 

announcing her retirement in May and 
has contributed to the city for far longer. 
Although she focused mostly on the city’s 
tourism over her career, when she arrived 
in Shenandoah in 1973, Woods started 
serving the community by knocking on 
doors to support an incorporation vote 
that passed by a mere 13 votes. 

“[Incorporation] was a hot, hot issue, 
but thank goodness we won because look 
at us today,” Woods said. “I just thought it 
was very far-sighted to think about incor-
porating the city so that the city would 
not be engulfed by Houston. That was 
quite a battle, but little Shenandoah won.”

Woods moved to Shenandoah from 
Corpus Christi with her previous hus-
band, Eddie Boyde, and son, Benjamin. 
After the city’s incorporation, she served 
as Shenandoah’s second city secretary in 
1974, at which point Boyde was elected as 
the city’s second mayor. 

Although Woods’ first stint in Shenan-
doah ended in 1982, when she moved to 
The Woodlands, she continued serving 

South Montgomery County. She has 
served on several boards, including the 
Ambassador’s Committee, United Way 
and various youth sports organizations. 
Woods was also one of the founding 
members of the South Montgomery 
County Chamber of Commerce, of which 
she is a lifetime member. 

“We decided because South Montgom-
ery County was growing at a very rapid 
rate in that time period, that we needed 
a chamber of commerce to support com-
merce,” she said. “There are many success 
stories which have come out of the cham-
ber, and it certainly has played its part in 
the development of South Montgomery 
County.”

Woods possesses a passion for tourism 
and organizing events, which led her to 
work for former Precinct 3 Commissioner 
Ed Chance at The Big Event, a company 
that organized major events around the 
The Woodlands, including The Bottom of 
the Lake Festival at Lake Woodlands in 
1984 and the dedications of banks, post 
offices and overpasses. 

She returned to Shenandoah in 1999 to 
serve as the city’s CVB director. During 

her 14 years as CVB director, the com-
munity has grown from only three hotels 
to seven, with another five in the planning 
stages. Hotel room stays grew 60 per-
cent from about 89,000 hotel rooms sold 
in 2003 to almost 150,000 in 2012, city 
officials said. 

Woods said she considers herself the 
“squeaky wheel” who literally helped get 
the city of Shenandoah on the Texas state 
map. She said she also guided the city’s 
economic development through tour-
ism and the recruitment of sports events 
through the city’s two Conroe ISD facili-
ties: the natatorium and Woodforest Bank 
Stadium. 

“We have now changed our focus to 
strictly sports-oriented [events],” she said. 

An advertisement placed in Texas 
Monthly by Woods even helped get the 
NCAA’s attention. The city just hosted its 
first NCAA event—the 2013 NCAA Divi-
sion III Swimming and Diving Cham-
pionships—in May. Shenandoah Mayor 
Wes Stephens praised Woods’ service to 
the community, including her work to 
attract the NCAA event. 

“Linda has been instrumental in our 
growth over the years,” Stephens said. 
“We’re just so honored to have worked 
with her and have had her ideas be part of 
the growth of Shenandoah.”

linda Woods
Shenandoah CVB director retires after 14 years

ICON

Shenandoah Convention and Visitors Bureau Director Linda Woods retired in May after 14 years of service.  
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By Matt Stephens

For comprehensive family care you can trust, turn to Affinity Medical 
Associates. Dr. Sam Rolón and Dr. Antwar Harrell are here to provide 
everything from routine exams to treatment for chronic conditions. They 
are dedicated to helping your family achieve and maintain good health – 
for life. And for your convenience, they offer easy online scheduling. 

To schedule an appointment, please call 281-374-0011,  

or visit AffinityMedTX.com.

Your family’s health means 
everything to us.

NOW OFFERING SATURDAY HOURS
1st and 3rd Saturday of the month: 8 a.m.-Noon

6056 FM 2920  •  Spring

Antwar Harrell, M.D. 
Board Certified in  
Internal Medicine

Sam Rolón, D.O. 
Board Certified in  
Family Medicine
Members of the Medical Staff at  
Tomball Regional Medical Center

69380_TRAMA_Spring_10x6_04c.indd   1 5/6/13   11:38 AM
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T he Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion is known for bringing an 
eclectic mix of entertainment to 

The Woodlands, with artists like Mum-
ford & Sons, Black Sabbath and Keith 
Urban set to play this summer. Although 
the contemporary acts are always a big 
hit, where the Pavilion excels compared to 
other concert venues is through its efforts 
to enhance the performing arts.

The Pavilion Partners, founded in 1998, 

is the nonprofit organization responsible 
for bringing groups like the Houston 
Symphony, Houston Ballet and Houston 
Grand Opera to The Woodlands commu-
nity, often at no cost to concert-goers.

“The Pavilion itself was founded as a 

nonprofit fine arts performance hall. The 
Pavilion Partners is our official volun-
teer organization,” said Courtney Galle, 
public relations manager for the Pavilion. 
“It’s very important to our board and the 
staff to be able to keep the arts alive here 
in The Woodlands.”

Pavilion Partners—a membership-
based organization of about 300 people—
donate both time and money to help 
put on a variety of events. In addition 
to donating, they help run performing 
arts and contemporary events, as well as 
special events designed to promote art 
education, such as the annual Children’s 
Festival. 

The Partners also maintain a fine arts 
scholarship program. Each year, stu-
dents who are either attending college 
or planning to attend college for the fine 
arts can audition for scholarship money. 
More than $600,000 has been awarded to 
students who study music, voice, theatre, 
dance and visual and graphic arts.

“We are providing a venue to keep the 
arts alive by giving the musicians a place 
to play, but we also want to help grow the 
next generation of musicians,” said Leslie 

Williams, volunteer and special events 
coordinator.

The people who make up the Pavilion 
Partners range from retirees looking for 
a way to give back to the community, to 
young people working 40-hour weeks in 
addition to volunteering, Williams said.

“It’s an amazing, talented group of 
people who understand the value of the 
arts and keeping the arts strong in the 
community,” she said.

Grady Ferry and his wife, Keith Ferry, 
have been volunteering with Pavilion 
Partners in some capacity for the past 12 
years. 

Keith said a reliable volunteer base 
helps the Pavilion save money, which 

allows it to keep its schedule stocked with 
fine arts performances. 

“The sheer number of hours that volun-
teers contribute doing things that would 
otherwise have to be handled by paid staff 
saves money that can be used to make 
events that much better for the commu-
nity,” she said.

Pavilion Partners has seen around 80 
new people join this year and is actively 
recruiting.

“Every performing arts center has some 
kind of volunteer base. You couldn’t do 
these kinds of programs without them,” 
Galle said. “We’re lucky to have passion-
ate people working with us and to have a 
venue of this caliber in the community.”

Pavilion Partners
Volunteers keep art alive in The Woodlands

NONPROFIT

Volunteers operate arts booths before certain shows at The Woodlands Pavilion.
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By Shawn Arrajj

Service Mark for The Village at the Woodlands Waterway is owned by Bridgewood Houston Property Company, Houston, TX. 20503-ROP01-0513 MRM

Independent Living 
Assisted Living

Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care 

2323 Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands, TX 77380
Facility Number: 104849

brookdale.com

www.villagewoodlands.com

Does age really matter?
Not to our Residents.  

Discover our special branD of Distinctive 
retirement living toDay. call (281) 292-4600 

to scheDule your personal visit.

Interested?
We’ve thought of everything you may 

want today or need tomorrow – from 

good times with great neighbors to the 

added security of progressive 

levels of care.  

That’s because true age is more a matter of perception than a 
measure of time. And that’s why you’ll find an active, fulfilling 
retirement lifestyle at The Village at The Woodlands Waterway.

Build Equity;
Why PAY Rent?{ {Providing today’s smart business owners with quality offi ce ownership. 

Don’t throw away money each month on rent. Call us and own today! 

25511 Budde Road | The Woodlands, 77380  | 281.292.6100 | www.brownstoneoffi cecondos.com 

“We are providing a venue to 
keep the arts alive by  

giving the musicians a place 
to play, but we also want to 

help grow the next  
generation of musicians”

—Leslie Williams, volunteer and  
special events coordinator.
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A ll residential and com-
mercial properties 
within The Woodlands 

are protected by rules that define 
what is allowed and what is not. 
The rules, called covenants, were 
established by The Woodlands 
Community Association, The 
Woodlands Association and The 
Woodlands Commercial Owners 
Association as the community 
developed over the years.

“The purpose of the covenants 
is to maintain the property 
value of all homes in The 
Woodlands,” said Hennie Van 
Rensburg, director of covenant 
administration for The Wood-
lands Township. “The covenants 
also help to maintain the integ-
rity of the homes.”

The covenants, for example, 
dictate colors and styles of fences 
on home and commercial prop-
erties, as well as the style and 
color of buildings. Van Rens-
burg said the covenants ensure 
neighbors are not negatively 

effected by improvements and 
changes homeowners make to 
their homes.

“When people make modi-
fications or additions to their 
homes, what the covenants do is 
ensure that what [the homeown-
ers] are doing does not create a 
negative impact on neighboring 
properties,” he said.

The covenants are enforced 
by three entities: the Develop-
ment Standards Committee and 
Design Review Committee for 
residential properties and the 
Commercial Standards Commit-
tee for commercial properties. 

Van Rensburg said that, in 
addition, each village has a 
Residential Design Review Com-
mittee that reviews the applica-
tion for improvements within 
their respective villages. Any 
improvements or changes not 
permitted by the covenants must 
be appealed to the Development 
Standards Committee.

Should a property owner be in 

violation of any of the covenants, 
they are contacted via letter by 
the township’s covenant admin-
istration department. 

“We can drive by a house and 
see if a fence is going up, and if 
we didn’t see an application for 
it, we’ll go out and take photos 
and we send them a notice,” Van 
Rensburg said.

The established covenants 
define restrictions on appear-
ance and use of lots, landscape 
restrictions, the keeping of 
animals on Woodlands proper-
ties, sign placement and usage, 
temporary building restrictions, 
disposing of trash and place-
ment of pipelines.

In addition, The Woodlands 
covenants restrict the sale and use 
of fireworks or firearms on town-
ship property. 

However, fireworks shows that 
are put on by The Woodlands 
Convention and Visitors Bureau 
are given special permission by 
the township.

The Woodlands Covenants
Mandates ensure development follows concepts

TOWNShIP

By Brian Walzel

No locations throughout The Woodlands, including homes and 
businesses, may have above ground electricity or telephone 
poles or wires.

Homes and businesses cannot construct or use wells or pumps 
to remove water below the surface. Additionally, any type of 
drilling is not allowed.

Signs or advertising may not be placed on properties, except 
those allowed by the covenants. 

No temporary buildings, such as mobile homes, trailers, tents 
or outdoor sheds are to be used as a temporary or permanent 
residence.

Lumber, metals, bulk materials and trash is not permitted on 
properties throughout The Woodlands. Also, trash burning is not 
allowed.

Water, sewer, gas or drainage pipes are not allowed to be 
installed above the surface of the ground, except at connection 
points and hoses for irrigation.

Residents or businesses may not cut down any trees more than 
six inches in diameter on their land without the permission of 
either the Development Review Committee or the Development 
Standards Committee. 

Only customary household pets are allowed on properties 
in The Woodlands. Pets must be kept on a leash at all times. 
Additionally, any cats or dogs over six months of age must have 
current rabies inoculation.

Source: The Woodlands Township

GARAGE
SALE

PrOPErTY rEGULATIONs

PERFORM
AT YOUR BEST
Low T Therapy

$499
- Includes Of� ce Visit, Initial blood test
- 3 months of testosterone therapy
- Increase Strength and Endurance
- Increase Libido & Sexual Desire
- Enhance Mood & Well-Being
- Increase Lean Muscle Mass, Increase Energy

GUARANTEED RESULTS on your 
� rst visit or it’s FREE

FDA APPROVED MEDICINES

• Erectile Dysfunction and         
Premature Ejaculation

WOODLANDS: 832-510-2777
1011 Medical Plaza Drive, Suite 230

HOUSTON: 713-588-1416
2630 Fountain View Drive, Suite 409

MensClinicsofAmerica.com
Improving Men’s Health And Performance

Only 
$99
Only 
$99
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The Woodlands 
Fire department
New central fire station 
serves as hub of department

A fter more than 35 years in the community, about 150 
firefighters and personnel are settling into their new, 
cutting-edge surroundings at The Woodlands Fire 

Department main hub and gearing up to better serve residents.
Deputy Chief of Operations Wayne Walker said firefighters 

and staff began to move into the new Central Station April 8 at 
9951 Grogan’s Mill Road. The new facilities feature a dispatch 
center with operators to cover all of Montgomery County except 
for Conroe, an Emergency Operating Center, multiple dormi-
tories for firefighters, storage facilities, offices and station-wide 
generators. Central Station cost an estimated $7 million to 
construct, which was paid for through a bond program approved 
in 2007. 

The original Woodlands Fire Department station opened in 
the 1970s and operated until it was demolished in February 
2012. Walker said firefighters used to run through the hallways 
at the original station with buckets to catch rainwater.

Fire Chief Alan Benson said firefighters at Central Station 
are already busy, and the department is projected to respond to 
more than 7,000 total emergency calls this year. 

Administrators at the new location oversee operations and 
decision-making processes for the eight fire stations in the area 
with 10 fully staffed vehicles, rescue boats and a variety of spe-
cialty and reserve vehicles.

Firefighters work 24-hour shifts with 48-hour breaks in 
between and may work overtime, Benson said. The department 
primarily responds to house and structural fires as well as medi-
cal emergencies with paramedic assistance. On an average day at 
the station, firefighters are responsible for emergency response, 
equipment preparations, training, safety inspections, buildings 
and hydrants, station maintenance and promoting public educa-
tion and relations. 

Walker said in addition to providing fire and medical response 
support, firefighters reach out to residents with daily random 
acts of kindness. For example, Woodlands firefighters recently 
bought a woman a new air conditioner out of their own budget 
after overhearing her tell a customer at the grocery store how her 
unit broke down. 

“You have the opportunity to work with some just really 
good-hearted people,” Walker said. “[As a firefighter] you’ve seen 
things you wished you hadn’t seen, you’ve experienced things a 
lot of other people will never experience in a lifetime. It’s just a 
different profession.”

By Liza Winkler

ClOSe uP

1  The Woodlands opened the new Central Fire Station at 9951 Grogan’s Mill 
Road in May.

2  The Central Station has a variety of fire response units, including an 
engine company, a battalion chief unit, ladder trucks and smaller fire vehicles. 

3  Deputy Chief of Operations Wayne Walker has been in the firefighting 
business for 45 years at departments in Houston, Conroe and The Woodlands.  

4  A set of gear with a coat and pants can cost around $1,800, helmets can 
run about $250 or $270; gloves cost $140, and boots total $325.

5  A 5-year-old dalmatian, Relay, now calls Central Station home after she 
was recently rescued by Woodlands firefighters and personnel. 

1 2

3

4

5
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A lthough the community 
may be noted most for 
its quality and quantity 

of golfing opportunities and 
hundreds of miles of hike and 
bike pathways, The Woodlands 
also features dozens of tennis 
courts and an extensive list of 
tennis leagues and programs. 
Over the past several years, 
The Woodlands Township 
has expanded its services to 
offer more than a dozen tennis 
leagues at its 74 tennis courts 
and clubs throughout the year.

“The tennis program started 
out very small—just a handful of 
youth and adult programs, and 
that was it,” said Chris Nunes, 
director of The Woodlands 
Township parks and recreation 
department. “Over the last 
decade, specifically in the last 
four to five years, [the program] 
has grown with the number of 
participants and instructors as 
well as the amount of programs 
we offer. As people started to 

come to us, and word-of-mouth 
got out we started to add more 
structures. It has been a con-
tinuous cycle of expansion.”

Over the summer, The 
Woodlands Township offers 
two adult sessions for begin-
ners and intermediates along 
with weekly lessons and drills. 
According to the Township, the 
tennis program has geared up 
its efforts to involve more adults 
and children under 10 in lessons 
and leagues.

“[The Township] has con-
tinued to try and get adults 
involved through new drills and 
children 10 and under through 
tournaments,” said Brett Wom-
ack, a private instructor with the 
program. “Tennis is a sport you 
can play for a lifetime.”

As of January, the town-
ship began offering monthly 
lessons for The Woodlands 
youth at Bear Branch, Cat-
tail and Lakeside parks. Youth 
programs are offered in three 

age groups—Rookies for ages 
5–8, Challengers for ages 9–12 
and Aces for ages 13–16—and 
categorized by beginner, inter-
mediate and advanced partici-
pants. No previous experience is 
required for beginners.

“The growth has been 
incumbent upon the number of 
locations we have and the access 
people have to a court as well as 
an instructor,” Nunes said. “It’s 
really a matter of convenience. 
It shows that the community 
is maximizing their facilities 
whether through structured play 
or informal recreational play.” 

For more skilled players, a 
Junior Masters league is avail-
able through the tennis academy 
and split by age group. These 
programs feature an advanced 
level of instruction and typi-
cally train students from ages 
8–17 who are already involved 
in local, statewide or national 
tournaments and would like to 
hone their skills.

Tennis in The Woodlands
Program offers year-round entertainment

eNTeRTAINMeNT

The Woodlands Rec Center offers leagues and classes for children and adults.
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By John Rigg

upcoming dates
summer leagues
• Men’s doubles: June 11–Aug. 13
• Women’s doubles: June 19–Aug. 13

fall/winter leagues
• Men’s doubles: Aug. 27–Nov. 5 

and Nov. 13–Dec. 17
• Women’s doubles: Aug. 28–Nov. 6 

and Nov. 14–Dec. 18
• Mixed doubles: Aug. 30–Dec. 20
Locations of leagues vary

youth summer camps
• Bear Branch Tennis Court
•  

 
 

 

beginners and intermediates:
• June 10–13
• June 17–20
• June 24–27
• July 1–3, 5
• July 8–11
• July 15–18
• July 22–25
• July 29–Aug. 1
• Aug. 5–8
• Aug. 12–15 

281-210-3950  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov.

Assisted Living with 
an emphasis on 

Living.

Imagine watching your loved one regain an enthusiasm for life with 
personalized support in a friendly, encouraging environment. A little help 
can make an enormous difference with activities of daily living such as 
bathing and dressing.
Call to schedule a get-acquainted visit, or tour our website today and 
discover how we provide our residents with the highest standards of 
Assisted Living.

Services and Amenities Include:
• Pet friendly    • On-site home health
• Kitchenettes    • Customized care plans
• On-site therapy gym for physical,  • Wireless Internet in
   speech and occupational therapy    common areas
        

AssIsted LIvIng
ALzheImer’s & dementIA CAre

303 Lantern Bend drive  |  houston, tX 77090

1-877-849-3120
brookdale.com

Facility no. 030280

1 Bedroom Apartments Start at $1,995

ALL THE PLACES LIFE CAN GO is a trademark of Brookdale Senior Living, Inc., Nashville, TN, USA ® Reg. U.S. Patent and TM Office. 52320-RES21-0513-GB
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S ome components of The Wood-
lands started more humbly than 
others, but among the most modest 

was the creation of Town Center.  
    The concept for the The Woodlands 
Town Center was first sketched on an 
8-by-10-inch index card in downtown 
Houston in 1972 by Robert Heineman, 
now vice president of planning for The 
Woodlands Development Company.

“In the early ’70s, it was typical for 
architects and planners to use 8-by-10 
index cards for brainstorming; we did 
it a lot,” Heineman said. “I have always 
done a lot of diagraming. For planners 
and architects, diagrams are important. 
They’re the beginning of an idea.”

The sketch is simple, showing a “Metro 
Center” just west of I-45 with “office” 
space on either side. 

The map shows “residential” between 
Metro Center and a blue circle entitled 
“Lake Woodlands” with a “transit sys-
tem” connecting it.

The “metro center” has been renamed 
Town Center, the central hub of 
The Woodlands business and retail 

Robert Heineman of The Woodlands Development Company completed this sketch on an index card in 
1972 of how Town Center should be developed. Town Center today closely resembles his sketch.
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development.
The only other roadways sketched 

are Robinson Road and Tamina Road, 
which are now Woodlands Parkway and 
Research Forest Drive, respectively.

“This was one of dozens of ideas and 
concepts and diagrams that was developed 
during those early days,” he said. “This one 
is close to what actually happened.”

Today, several Class A office buildings 
are located west of I-45, south of The 
Woodlands Mall and retail shopping 
centers. West of Town Center is the East 
Shore neighborhood, which is east of 
Lake Woodlands. 

In developing Town Center, the plan was 
for it to be a mixed-use downtown, mean-
ing residential, office space and retail. 

“In a suburban area, [mixed-use] was 
unusual back then, in particular for 
Houston,” he said.

The Town Center evolved very slowly 
over time, Heineman said.

“George Mitchell’s idea was to have a 
live, work community—that’s what distin-
guishes The Woodlands,” he said. “Other 
communities are all residential, suburban 

neighborhoods. His goal was always to 
have that live, work opportunity.”

The best place for the Town Center 
was off the freeway, Heineman said, and 
then to develop residential around the 
Town Center.

Most city planners at the time would 
have put a grocery store right off the 
freeway where the office space is on the 
index card, but not Mitchell, Heineman 

said. If that advice had been followed, a 
grocery store would be in the spot where 
the Anadarko Petroleum Corp. tower 
stands now.

The transit system indicated on the 
diagram is now the Waterway and trol-
ley system.

“The idea was to connect the downtown 
area with a linear transit corridor which 
became the Waterway,” Heineman said.

Town Center concept
Hub of Woodlands follows 40-year-old sketch
By  Tamra Santana

HISTORY       THe WooDlanDS

TEXAS  TUSCAN   FURNITURE  DESIGNS 

Where Everything is One of a Kind…. 

Redefining Fine Furniture                                 
Exotic and Repurposed Hardwood Furniture, Home Accessories and More        

26207 OAK RIDGE DR.  STE. A . THE WOODLANDS, TX. 77380                              
281-292-5536 ·  713-426-5556 · Monday to Saturday 10-6pm · Sunday By Appointment Only  

www.TexasTuscanFurniture.com  ·  info@TexasTuscanFurniture.com                       

   New             
Loca�on 

NEW
WOODLANDS

LOCATION

New 
Woodlands 

Location

Redefi ning Fine Furniture
Exotic and Repurposed Hardwood Furniture, Home Accessories and More

2607 Oak Ridge Dr. Ste. A. • The Woodlands, TX. 77380    

281-292-5536 • 713-426-5556 • Monday to Saturday 10-6pm • Sunday By Appointment Only 

www.TexasTuscanFurniture.com                   info@TexasTuscanFurniture.com

TEXAS TUSCAN FURNITURE DESIGNS
Where Everything is One of a Kind...

We provide counsel 
and expertise on:
•  Asset Protection

•  Tax and Charitable Planning

•  Trust and Estate Planning

• Family Business Issues with a 

 Focus on Succession Planning, 

 Exit Strategies and Business 

 Transactions

• Probate

• Trust and Estate Litigation

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 200 - The Woodlands, TX 77380 
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

 Steven J. Clausen 
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

*

*

Who do you turn to when you have a family 
business, wealth preservation or tax issue? 

You turn to the expert who has handled these complex 
issues for over twenty-fi ve years as a large fi rm partner 

and as the owner of a boutique fi rm.
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A Brighter, Whiter Smile
Introducing Free Teeth Whitening for Life!

Kelly M. LeBlanc, DDS  
Wesley J. Urich, DDS, AAACD
The Colonnade of The Woodlands 
30420 FM 2978, Suite 350
281-419-2327

SERVING THE WOODLANDS AREA FOR OVER 35 YEARS

F R E E  E S T I M AT E S

“A Fence to You,
         a Reputation to Us.”
281-356-2496 • www.acefence.com

Credit Cards Accepted

10% 
Summer Special

With coupon only. 
Expires 7/11/13

Pet odor
 removal 
available

Scotchgard Protective 
Coating

Buy 1 Get 1 FREE
Reg. Rate $.25 sq. ft.

Ceramic Tile Cleaning

$.55 sq. ft.
Dupont Grout Sealer

$.40 sq. ft.
Minimum Purchase $99.00

Carpet Restretching

$.50 sq. ft.
1 Year Written Warranty

Minimum Purchase $125.00

Upholstery Cleaning
Sofa and Loveseat

$119.00
Natural Fiber Additional

Loose Back Pillows Additional Charge

G t

New Centrum Force Rug Cleaning Technology

See our video at  www.AmericanRugCleaning.com

281-255-0024
21 2  E .  M A I N  S T.  TOMBALL ,  TX 77375
www.AmericanRugCleaning.com

RUG CLEANING • RUG REPAIR • PET ODOR REMOVAL
PROTECTIVE COATING • CUSTOM FIT RUG PAD • MOTH GUARD

APPRAISAL • PICK-UP/DELIVERY AVAILABLE
Restrictions apply.  Call for details.  Expires 7/31/13

$25  OFF
M I N I M U M   P U R C H A S E   O F   $ 2 0 0

R U G   C L E A N I N G

          Li ke us to regi ster to win a Free  Rug Cleaning         

A ProSteem Company

WE CLEAN ORIENTAL RUGS

Up to a $200 dollar value. Restrictions apply.  

          Like us to register to win a Free carpet Cleaning
Up to a $200 dollar value. Restrictions apply.  

281.259.6000
www.prosteem.com

Powerful Truck Mounted 
Steam Cleaning

CArpet 
Cleaning
Specials 

7 Rooms

$199.00
4 Rooms

$119.00
5 Rooms

$149.00
**up to 200 sq ft per room, 

includes pre-condition,
 hot water extraction, deodor-
ize, $.25 per additional sq ft

Expires July 31, 2013

**up to 200 sq ft per room, 
includes pre-condition,

 hot water extraction, deodor-
ize, $.25 per additional sq ft

Expires July 31, 2013

**up to 200 sq ft per room, 
includes pre-condition,

 hot water extraction, deodor-
ize, $.25 per additional sq ft

Expires July 31, 2013

FREE 

CARPET 

SPOTTER

(WITH ANY PURCHASE)

Local •Honest • Better
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You will jump  
for our

  
  

Business Checking!

Tradition Matters

936.273.4286
3205 College Park Dr. (Hwy 242)

The Woodlands, Texas 77384
traditionbank.com

7 Greater Houston locations to serve you!

Come see us today!

free
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CORRIdOR Compiled by Matt Stephens

At the intersection of FM 1488 and Hwy. 
242 at 9420 College Park Drive in The 
Woodlands, the Windvale Shopping 
Center features banking, dining, medical 
and cosmetic services anchored by a 
Randall’s grocery store, pharmacy and 
gas station. 

Retail

1  Founded in 1966 in Pasadena, 
Randalls has grown to dozens of 
locations across Texas. Featuring fresh 
produce, a deli, a bakery and all other 
grocery needs, this Randalls store also 
offers a pharmacy, a digital photo section, 
a Starbucks coffee shop and a Wells 
Fargo banking location. Ste. 100.  
936-321-2322. 936-321-4447 (pharmacy).  
www.randalls.com  

2  Spec’s Wine, Spirits and Finer 
Foods offers hundreds of liquor, wine and 
beer options, as well as fine foods, cigars, 
drink accessories and gift options. The 
Texas-based chain also has consultants 
on staff to help make the right selections 
and plan for parties and events. Ste. 160.  
936-271-9606. www.specsonline.com 

Beauty

3  American Laser Centers provides 
several skin care services, including 
laser hair removal, skin rejuvenation, 
facial aesthetics and body shaping. The 
business employs medical skin care 
professionals and uses the latest skin care 

treatment trends and technologies.  
Ste. 200. 936-647-2790.  
www.americanlaser.com 

4  TGF Haircutters offers traditional hair 
styling services, such as adult and kids 
haircuts, highlighting, coloring, perms, and 
bang and beard trims. The location also 
sells a full range of professional hair care 
products. Ste. 110. 936-321-6000.  
www.tgfhairsalons.com 

5  Family owned and operated, Tweez 
Nailz & Zpa has been open more than a 
year, offering a full line of spa services, 
including nail care, manicures, pedicures, 
waxing, massage therapy, makeup and 
skin care. Ste. 190. 936-273-8811.  
www.tweeznailz.com

6  The Woodlands’ Classic Hair 
location provides men’s, women’s and 
children’s haircuts and other services, 
such as coloring, highlights, perms, 
conditioning, hair styling, waxing and nail 
services. Ste. 210. 936-321-2345.  
www.classichairsalon.com 

7  Smiles By Design and Dr. Gabriel 
Polo offer traditional dental services, 
including cleanings, tooth removals, 
fillings, laser bacterial reduction, and root 
planing and scaling, as well as cosmetic 
dental services, implants and the invisalign 
process. Polo has been serving The 
Woodlands community since 1994.  
Ste. 230. 936-271-3500.  
www.gabrielpolodds.com 

Banking

8  Since its formation in 1971, 
Regions Bank has grown to more than 
1,700 banking locations around the 
country. in addition to offering banking 
services—such as checking and savings 
accounts, student and home loans, 
and commercial banking services—this 
location features an ATM and drive thru 
banking options.  
9480 College Park Drive. 800-734-4667. 
www.regions.com

Fitness

9  The world’s largest 24-hour gym 
chain, Anytime Fitness offers the 
convenience of a 24-hour, secured gym. 
Anytime Fitness offers basic strength 
and weight lifting equipment, cardio 
devices, physical trainers and a variety 
of classes. Ste. 20. 936-273-5090. 

Dining

10  Golden Chopsticks serves 
traditional Asian cuisine, including 
chicken, beef, pork and seafood 
favorites, fried rice, lo mein, pad Thai 
and moo shu dishes. The restaurant also 
offers a variety of lunch specials.  
Ste. 80. 936-273-8878. 

11  With nine locations in the greater 
Houston area, Shogun Japanese Grill & 
Sushi Bar offers a variety of Japanese 
cuisine options from Teppanyaki cooking 

to Teriyaki chicken, as well as dozens 
of sushi choices with specialty rolls and 
raw fish options. Shogun also features 
lunch grill and sushi specials and kids’ 
plates. Ste. 195. 936-273-0023.  
www.shogungrill.com 

12  Open since August 2012, Los 
Arcos Mexican Kitchen & Bar 
features traditional TexMex cuisine, 
including fajitas, enchiladas, tamales, 
flautas, burritos, tacos, quesadillas, 
chimichangas and combination plates. 
Los Arcos offers bar specials, live 
karaoke every Friday and a party room. 
Ste. 300. 936-273-1875.  
www.losarcosmexicankitchen.com 

Services

13  The Windvale location is one of 35 
MW Cleaners in the Greater Houston 
area, offering delivery and pickup to 
its customers as well as traditional dry 
cleaning options, black tie services, 
wedding gown preservation and other 
specialty services. Ste. 150.  
936-321-9500. www.mwcleaners.com 

14   Windvale Pet Hospital is a full-
service veterinary medical facility 
offering immunization and wellness care, 
nutrition counseling, microchipping, 
internal medicine, behavioral medicine, 
pain management, surgery, emergency 
care, and a full pharmacy, among other 
services. Ste. 240. 936-271-9300.  
www.windvalepethospital.com  

Windvale Shopping Center   The Woodlands
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 Take an ordinary journey to an extraordinary place!
281.351.8851 • 15635 FM 2920 • Tomball, TX 77377 
Open 7 days a week • www.arborgate.com

The Arbor Gate
More events & details available online

**Important note: Your child will be painting a planter to be used outdoors - acrylic paints will be used so please dress your child accordingly. 

Summer Kids Camp
Play fun games and enjoy a picnic lunch!
9:00AM-12:30PM, AGES 6-12

Wednesday, August 14
Hummingbirds and Eastern Bluebirds

Join us for a morning of fun in the garden where we will learn about humming-
birds that most commonly visit our area, and the fl owers and plants that attract 
them. Explore the amazing migration of a hummingbird! Also learn about the 

Eastern Bluebird and how to attract them to you back yard with a Bluebird nesting 
box. Each child will make a hummingbird feeder and choose a hummingbird 

attracting plant to take home.

Thursday, June 13
Pizza Pot Gardens 

Have your child join us for a morning of gardening and fun! Each child will paint and 
decorate a planter and choose two herbs and one pepper plant perfect for seasoning 
homemade pizza! They will learn about how to care for their pizza pot gardens, how 

to harvest what they grow, and they’ll take home a few great pizza recipes!

Tuesday, July 2
Sun� ower and Gourd Teepee

We will learn how to create a sunfl ower and gourd teepee. Everyone will learn 
how to create a teepee with bamboo poles and take home what they need to get 
started. We will learn how to grow sunfl owers and gourds in our backyard, how to 

harvest, and some great craft ideas for the fall!

• $50 per child (supplies included)
• Maximum 18
• Bring a sack lunch and drink for a fun picnic lunch
• Please wear sunscreen and comfortable clothing

TRANSPORTATION

ReGIONAl
Abridged stories from our other editions Full stories online at impactnews.com

Construction on 120-acre Tomball Business
and Technology Park set to begin in the fall

HCTRA, Harris County nearing final phases of 
planning for Hwy. 249 toll road expansion 

Noble Energy moves in to LSC–University Park

TOMBAll Construction will begin 
this fall on Tomball’s 120-acre Busi-
ness and Technology Park, which will 
capitalize on the growth and expansions 
of large companies in the area. Tomball’s 
Economic Development Corporation 
received an $8.5 million bond from 
the city for the development in May. 
“The process is moving very, very 
quickly,” TEDC executive director Kelly 
Violette said. “We have the money. 
We are ready to move forward. We’ve 
had a lot of interest in the park.”
The EDC, which is developing the 
infrastructure for the park, will continue 
with the design process through June 

and take construction bids in July and 
August, starting construction in late 
August or September, Violette said.
The Business and Technology Park, 
at the corner of Hufsmith-Kohrville 
Road and Holderrieth Road, hopes 
to capitalize on energy companies in 
the area such as Baker Hughes, as well 
as ExxonMobil and Noble Energy’s 
move to the area and attract tenants 
in oil, energy and medical services.

“Most of the companies that have shown 
interest in the property are companies 
related to the oil and gas industry,” Vio-
lette said. 
Full story by Tamra Santana

NORTHWEST HOUSTON Plans to 
turn Hwy. 249 into a toll road have entered 
the final design stage with construction 
slated to begin in the fall. The Harris 
County Toll Road Authority is oversee-
ing the engineering process while Pre-
cinct 4 provides the initial funding for 
the $335 million project, and Precinct 
4 commissioner Jack Cagle said the 

project has been highly anticipated.
“Since my first day in office, I have 

heard from people not just in Tomball, 
but the entire region that getting to work 
as quickly as possible on the expansion of 
Hwy. 249 was critical to regional mobil-
ity,” he said.
Full story by John Rigg

NORTHWEST HOUSTON Noble 
Energy is set to open in Northwest 
Houston this summer, bringing hundreds 
of job opportunities and establishing 
new partnerships with Lone Star Col-
lege–University Park. The global energy 
company has already begun relocating to 
an existing facility renamed Noble Center 
One and has plans to break ground on the 
20-story Noble Center Two this summer.
“This expansion is part of a long-
term plan designed to enhance Noble 
Energy’s performance,” said Charles 
Davidson, chairman and CEO of Noble 
Energy. “Our new global headquar-
ters will bring our [workforce] closer 
together, helping to provide the type 
of working environment that will fuel 
Noble Energy’s continued growth.”
Noble Energy is a Fortune 1000 company 
that works to explore and develop hydro-
carbon resources around the world. Once 
completed in 2015, the new campus will 
bring between 750–800 employees to the 
area by the summer and will be looking 
to employ up to 1,600 individuals by 2015. 
Noble will be looking to hire individuals 
in various fields ranging from administra-
tion to information technology to geosci-
ence and engineering management. By 

selecting University Park as a partner, the 
company will be able to recruit students 
for positions in finance, engineering, legal 
and environment health and safety fields.
Noble Energy announced in January the 
relocation of its headquarters from the 
Greenspoint area to the 10-story former 
Hewlett-Packard headquarters adjacent 
to LSC–University Park. The building—
renamed Noble Energy Center One—is 
undergoing renovations to include 
improvements to the structure’s lob-
bies and other common areas, outdoor 
landscaping and parking garage features.
The energy company plans to move in 
several phases beginning this summer 
when it breaks ground on an adjacent 
20-story building, which will bring the 
total square footage of the campus to 
nearly 1 million. The two structures 
will be connected by a skybridge. 
In addition to several cutting-edge 
features, the new Noble Energy cam-
pus will operate an on-site child care 
center both for its employees and 
those affiliated with LSC–University 
Park as part of the partnership formed 
between the two entities, said Shah 
Ardalan, president of University Park.
Full story by John Rigg
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Phase 1- Section 1 

The first phase of the 
Harris County Toll Road 
Authority’s Hwy. 249 
project will run from 
north of Spring Cypress 
to north of FM 2920. The 
cost to convert Hwy. 249 
into a toll road is about 
$335 million.

249
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director of marketing for The Woodlands 
Development Company, said The Wood-
lands plans to develop about 790 lots this 
year, with total home sales reaching about 
875.

Real estate experts point to several factors 
for the change in the market in The Wood-
lands, including an improved economy and 
low mortgage rates. 

The rate for a 15-year loan is about 2.6 
percent, while a 30-year loan carries a rate 
of about 3.3 percent.

“My assumption is there is consciousness 
about how long those mortgage rates may 
stay this low,” said Tim Welbes, co-president 
of The Woodlands Development Company. 
“Apparently thousands of people decided at 
the beginning of 2013 they had better buy 
something.”

In addition, the strong job market in 
The Woodlands has led homebuyers to 

seek out the community. According to 
data published by The Woodlands Area 
Economic Development Partnership, 
there were 83,309 jobs in The Woodlands 
in 2012. The unemployment rate in The 
Woodlands was 2.9 percent, compared to 
Houston’s 6.1 percent.

“We want 
to explain 

to [buyers] 
that in the 

previous 
market 

you were 
looking for 
a good deal—less than 

list price—but now a 
good deal is you are the 
one who is actually able 

to buy the property. ”
—Ken Brand, sales manager, Gary Greene  

Realtors, The Woodlands and Magnolia

“Given the low unemployment rate in 
South Montgomery County, that tends to 
keep everyone on their property,” Welbes 
said. “Therefore, there is a lack of supply 
that is due to high employment. You keep 
people in their homes due to a high rate of 
employment.”

Increased demand
Over the past few years, there has been 

a an average demand of about 32,000 new 
homes in the Greater Houston area per 
year, while builders have been building only 
about 25,000 new homes per year, Welbes 
said. This trend has led to about 8,000 poten-
tial buyers per year who have subsequently 
turned to the leasing market.

Those buyers who turned to leasing rep-
resent demand for more new homes, Welbes 
said.

“In 2011 and 2012, 40,000 homes went 
from owner-occupied to renter-occupied 
because there wasn’t a new home to buy,” he 
said.

Following the 2007 housing market 
crash homebuilders have struggled to keep 
up with demand while facing increased 
costs, Brand said.

“Because there was no money available 
for builders, many were unable to buy lots 
or fund construction,” he said. “Now there 
is new land development and builders are 
building. But inventory is behind, construc-
tion costs are going up and labor costs are 
going up. I don’t know if [builders] are really 
going to catch the demand.”

Also on the horizon is the impend-
ing opening of the ExxonMobil campus, 
just south of The Woodlands, where about 
12,000 employees will begin working in 
2015. 

Welbes said he expects potential Exxon-
Mobil employees, who will be relocating 
from the Greater Houston area and from 
Fairfax, Va., to visit The Woodlands area 
next spring during their vacations to being 
looking for new homes.

“[The Woodlands] will have a couple 
thousand more lots to go, so we’ll have some 
inventory,” he said. 

Amy Smythe Harris, broker/owner of 
Urban Provision Realtors in Houston and 
member of the Houston Association of Real-
tors board of directors, said she believes the 

lure of ExxonMobil has changed the market.
“I think [the ExxonMobil move] has 

skyrocketed the process,” she said. “We’re 
not seeing an insurgence of ExxonMobil 
[employees], but we’re seeing a huge amount 
[of interest] from support companies to 
ExxonMobil.”

Harris also said she believes the Exxon-
Mobil announcement created a false sense 
of demand in the real estate market.

Advice to buyers
Buyers in today’s market are facing fewer 

options when it comes to available homes 
while also being forced to pay prices that are 
often above list prices. Although homebuy-
ers were previously able to view about 10 to 
15 homes in their price range before buying, 
Brand said Realtors are now able to only 
show clients three or four.

Real Estate
Continued from | 1

“We want to explain to [buyers] that in 
the previous market you were looking for a 
good deal, less than list price,” he said. “But 
now a good deal is you are the one who is 
actually able to buy the property. A good 
deal is there were four offers and yours won.”

Buyers who are able to pay a higher down 
payment on a home, and those who have 
fewer financing contingencies, have a bet-
ter chance of having their offer on a home 
selected. 

“People who put more down have a bet-
ter chance,” Brand said. “At least 10 percent 
of sales are over list price, and probably 25 
percent are at list price. You might want to 
come in a little bit higher.” 

WOOdlANdS hOMe SuPPly & deMANd
As more jobs become available in The Woodlands, and as the area’s population continues to 
see a steady increase, the supply of homes on the market are dwindling. This graphic depicts 
the number of homes sold in the past year by ZiP code and the average number of days those 
homes were available on the market.

“We don’t want to be the biggest, we would much rather be the best.” •“We don’t want to be the biggest, we would much rather be the best.” •“We don’t want to be the biggest, we would much rather be the best.”                                            

Remember, it pays to 
work with a professional!

CALL
281.766.4352

Land • Industrial • Office • Retail
Commercial Brokerage Services:

8505 Technology Forest Place 
Ste 501 • The Woodlands, TX 77381

TheCommercialProfessionals.com                               
                            

Hablamos un poco de español

Woodlands Pkwy.   
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Robinson Rd.  

77380 

264 homes sold 

70.5 days on market

77385 

391 homes sold 

60 days on market

77381 

670 homes sold 

42 days on market

77382 

844 homes sold 

45 days on market

77384 

246 homes sold 

65 days on market

242

45

1488

2978

Kuykendahl 
Rd. 

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

The Woodlands Real Estate

Source: Heritage Texas Properties
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pocket park along Woodson Road and sig-
nage throughout the city. 

“The first year is not just going to be 
planning,” Economic Development Coor-
dinator Susan Cates said. “There is going 
to be something feasible, tangible and real 
that is going to be done. I think it is very 
important for our citizens to see action tak-
ing place.”

Robinson Road 
Among the most significant issues pre-

sented by community members was traffic 
along Robinson Road. 

Although engineers provided several 
options for alleviating traffic congestion,  
Rudy said the best route would be for Rob-
inson to be rerouted south behind City Hall 
to match up with the section of Robinson 
east of Hanna Road and the Union Pacific 
railroad line. The project also proposes 
construction of a third, managed lane at the 
center of Robinson Road that would allow 
traffic to flow westbound in the morning 
and eastbound in the evening. 

“We all recognize that you could blast 
through here with a four-lane elevated road 
to get over the track with a grade separa-
tion and go over the railroad and take care 
of traffic,” Rudy said. “But how do you take 
care of traffic without destroying a commu-
nity and with no chance of a town center?”

Rudy said the cost of the proposed 
changes to Robinson Road and funding 
sources are unknown, but the route will be 
included in the ongoing South Montgom-
ery County Regional Mobility Plan—which 
should be complete in spring 2014—and 
construction could begin in three-to-five 
years. The route would cut through three 
properties, including the back of the land 
on which City Hall is located, a corner 
section of the A-1 Utility tract, and the 
middle of the parcel on which Oak Ridge 
Reformed Baptist Church is located. 

The comprehensive plan also suggests 
improvements at other roadways, such as 
the intersections of Robinson and Har-
lan Lane, Maplewood Drive and Patsy 
Lane, and some Woodson Road intersec-
tions. The plan encourages the city to put 
a streets policy in place soon to determine 
which streets serve which purpose and how 
to manage those streets, Rudy said. The 
city will also undergo a complete citywide 
street overlay project in the next five years. 

Economic development
The planned rerouting of Robinson Road 
provides a benefit other than alleviating 
traffic through the creation of a town cen-
ter area, which would include City Hall, the 
area along the current Robinson and Hanna 
intersection and extending as far north as 
homes along Blueberry Hill Road. 

The town center would be a gathering 
center for the community, Cates said, 
possibly including an urban park, a spray 
ground, tables to play chess, and a gazebo 
for performances. Rudy said the city can 

develop a plan for its town center over the 
next three-to-five years while Robinson 
Road awaits construction, establishing 
private and public partnerships for the 
town center and making zoning changes.

“We’re going to rezone this area almost 
immediately to make sure that we don’t 
have the kind of development in here that 
would preclude ever having a town center 
here,” she said. 

The town center zone would emphasize 
multi-use office space, retail and possibly 
some multi-family development, Rudy 
said. Zoning could also limit the size of 
lots, encouraging smaller developments, 
she said. The city will target proprietary 

Plan
Continued from | 1

business and hometown-friendly chains 
with a focus on businesses, such as café-
style restaurants, ice cream parlors, bou-
tique style shops and dry cleaners. 

Regarding economic development, Rudy 
said the city may examine annexation 
opportunities on the northeast side of its 
extraterritorial jurisdiction near the Oak 
Ridge North Commerce Park. The city has 
already begun studying whether to provide 
water and sewer to that area of the city’s 
ETJ—or land outside the city’s boundar-
ies that the city can annex—as the land is 
being developed and the city could take 
advantage of that development. 

Gil Staley, CEO of The Woodlands Area 

Economic Development Partnership, said 
he applauded the city for pursuing a com-
prehensive plan. 

“[The EDP is] very excited for them and 
it’s certainly a positive note in the right 
direction,” Staley said. “That area is vital 
to the entire area of South Montgomery 
County, and I think it’s their time to shine. 
The availability that they have of land that’s 
at a competitive price is certainly an advan-
tage in the market.”

PROPOSED ALIGNMENT  |  FUTURE ROBINSON ROAD 

Diverging westbound traffic

Diverging eastbound traffic

Current lanes that would not be used

A NEW OAK RIDGE NORTH? Among the changes proposed in the City of Oak Ridge North’s new comprehensive plan is a 
rerouting of Robinson Road, improved mobility on city streets and the creation of a town center.

Oak Ridge North engineers recently 
discovered a possible solution to the 
traffic concern at the intersection of 
I-45 and Robinson Road: a diverging 
diamond interchange. 

With limited construction, striping, 
signage, and stoplights on both sides 
of the intersection, traffic would swap 
places, forcing motorists to drive on 
the left side as they cross I-45. Drivers 
would then have their own dedicated 

lane to enter the I-45 feeder road, City 
Manager Vicky Rudy said. She said the 
project should cost about $2.5 million. 

“This affects no business and has no 
negative effect on the community like 
some of the other options,” Rudy said. 
“We’re pretty excited about it.”

However, Rudy said the plan is 
not guaranteed, and the city will 
recommend it as part of the South 
Montgomery County Mobility Plan being 

compiled by South County entities, 
Montgomery County and the Houston-
Galveston Area Council. 

Montgomery County Precinct 3 
Commissioner Noak said county 
engineers, the Texas Department of 
Transportation and The Woodlands RUD 
No. 1 are studying the plan, and he has 
concerns, such as traffic backing up 
from the light at Patsy Lane, possible 
head-on collisions and discomfort of 

motorists driving on the left side of the 
road. Although he praised the city for 
bringing the idea forward as part of the 
planning process. 

“I’m happy to see the city of Oak Ridge 
North is bringing forth a proposal to 
help the congestion we face in that 
immediate area,” Noack said. “It’s just 
one of many alternatives that are going 
to be studied. New and innovative ideas 
are always appreciated.”

DIVERGING DIAMOND INTERCHANGE  |  ROBINSON ROAD AND I-45

ETJ annexation: The city plans 
to annex land within its ETJ east of 
Hanna Road that could be used for 
development. 

     Robinson Road 
Reroute: The city will 
recommend a rerouting of 
Robinson Road that would match 
up with the section of Robinson 
east of Hanna Road and add 
a third, managed lane in the 
middle allowing traffic to flow 
westbound in the morning and 
eastbound in the afternoon. 

The proposed Robinson Road reroute would affect 
three properties: A-1 Utility, Oak Ridge Reformed 
Baptist Church and Oak Ridge North City Hall.

Town center: The city hopes to 
create amenities such as a park, spray 
ground, gazebo, restaurants, ice cream 
parlors, and boutiques. 

Robinson Rd. 

45

Robinson Rd. 

What areas of improvement or changes do you think need to 
be made through the Oak Ridge North comprehensive plan?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll

A-1 
Utility

City Hall 

Oak Ridge 
Reformed 

Baptist Church 

DETAILED MAP BELOW
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For more information on these listings call:
Haley Garcia
281.701.6174 heritagetexas.com

15 AvAlon oAks Pl.
The Woodlands | $499,900

28443 EmErAld oAks
high MeadoW Ranch | $695,000

New Listing!

Featured Neighborhood
The Village of Creekside, The Woodlands 77389

Square footage: 1,586–10,413

Home values: $187,898 to $3,500,000

Amenities: Hiking, swimming, fishing, kayaking and 
canoeing, mountain biking, birding and other 

Property taxes:

Tomball ISD    1.3600%

Harris County MUD 386   0.9400%

Harris Country    0.4002%

The Woodlands Township  0.3173%

Harris County Hospital   0.1822%

Lone Star College System District  0.1198%

Harris Country Emergency  0.0300%

Harris County Flood Control  0.0281%

Port of Houston Authority  0.0195%

Harris County Department of Education  0.0066%

Total (per $100 value) 3.4626%

Market Data provided by 
Haley Garcia

Signature Living Properties | Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

Homes on the market (As of June 2013)

Featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (June 1, 2012-May 31, 2012)

No. of homes for sale 55

No. of homes under contract 38

Average days on the market 79.26

No. of homes sold 236

Square footage (low/high) 1,925/7,708

Selling price (low/high) $215,000/$2,750,000

3 Bedroom/3 Full, 1 Half Bath          4,297 sq.ft. 
Agent: Beth Ferester, Coldwell Banker 
713-702-6334

118 Crystal Canyon Circle $625,000

5 Bedroom/4 Full Bath. 2 Half Bath          4,422 sq.ft. 
Agent: Vicky Fleisher, Heritage Texas Properties,  
281-440-1221

97 North Sage Sparrow Circle $800,000

4-5 Bedroom/3 Full, 1 Half Bath        5,007 sq.ft. 
Agent: Bill Smith, RE/MAX The Woodlands & Spring, 
281-367-7770

51 Sage Sparrow Circle $739,000

5 Bedroom/5 Full, 1 Half Bath          6,285 sq.ft. 
Agent: Vanessa Esparza, Keller Williams Realty,  
The Woodlands, 713-689-9900

30 Fremont Ridge Loop $1,095,000
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Market data
On the market  (As of June 2013) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or under 11/16.73 2/7 — 1/94 9/56.89 24/49.46 13/50

$150,000–$199,999 4/28.25 6/22.33 3/10.33 3/39 17/20.6 63/73.17 14/65

$200,000–$299,999 2/3.5 5/166 20/20.65 11/39.45 27/59.04 67/62.3 16/49

$300,000–$399,999 7/32.86 17/42.18 17/17.88 6/30 19/69.74 37/83.35 24/56

$400,000–$499,999 2/118 16/39.5 24/32.08 6/42.5 1/41 13/61.31 7/35

$500,000–$599,999 5/31.2 7/33.57 15/41.07 2/26.5 — 9/51.44 7/35

$600,000–$799,999 8/161.13 5/47.2 15/60.53 5/24 1/49 12/69.58 32/89

$800,000–$999,999 3/180 7/38.43 19/91.42 1/26 — 7/146 20/103

$1 million + 11/153 12/95.75 2/131.52 — — #7/72.14 24/172

Number of homes sold/Average price

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

May 2013 33/$472,942 72/$380,284 77/$521,814 27/$272,409 42/$187,725 118/$214,410 66/$345,781

May 2012 20/$467,165 71/$373,711 101/$394,695 32/$250,934 34/$183,673 82/$205,158 52/360,495

April 2013 38/$334,617 58/$386,690 75/$499,707 26/$328,271 31/$197,849 81/$215,426 64/$286,897

March 2013 15/$534,360 47/$321,267 55/$430,845 25/$282,939 30/152,556 58/163,885 52/360,495

Feb. 2013 9/$185,717 23/$398,141 27/$449,372 8/$285,907 17/$151,599 38/$169,463 32/$298,731

Jan. 2013 12/$363,158 23/$388,570 31/$63,8992 8/$227,217 14/$140,108 30/$182,901 25/$259,463

Dec. 2012 22/$523,428 44/$408,896 53/$438,843 15/$260,809 26/$173,668 53/$186,862 57/$427,633

Nov. 2012 18/$326,933 45/$326,499 47/$376,253 23/$286,713 36/$181,902 65/$196,126 56/$313,937

Oct. 2012 25/$289,898 52/$335,918 50/$435,475 15/$233,543 33/$233,543 38/$167,535 42/$262,295
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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TURNING THE UNPLEASANT 
MISFORTUNE OF AN ACCIDENT INTO A 
PLEASANT EXPERIENCE IS OUR GOAL.

FREE ESTIMATES
& SHUTTLE SERVICE

On Site Rental Cars And Shuttle Service
I-45 North @ Louetta Just 2 Miles North Of 1960 • 800-254-0216 

FredHaasToyota.com

CypresswoodCypresswood

LouettaLouetta

FM1960FM1960

MUST PRESENT COUPON BEFORE REPAIRS BEGIN
See Dealer for Complete Details.  Not valid with any other o�er.

#1 Claims based on Total Retail Sales, GST 2012 YTD.

10% OFF
PLUS FREE RENTAL CAR

ANY FRED HAAS
CERTIFIED COLLISION
CENTER REPAIR

FREDHAASTOYOTA.COM  •  I-45 NORTH @ LOUETTA 2 MILES NORTH OF 1960  •  800-254-0216


