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Oil and gas at forefront of record job growth

Expansions, relocations signal 
energy boom in The Woodlands

As program costs mount, 
officials question legality of 
cameras, deal with Redflex

County looking 
to stop red 
light cameras

A red light camera monitors drivers at the intersection of Pinecroft Drive and Lake Woodlands Drive.

By Brian Walzel
Montgomery County Precinct 3 Com-

missioner James Noack, sworn into office in 
January, is setting his sights on eliminating 
the photo-enforced intersections, or red light 
cameras, throughout The Woodlands. He said 
the program has proven to be a financial alba-
tross for the county while the legality of the 
cameras  has come into question. 

The red light camera program was imple-
mented in 2007 under then-commissioner Ed 
Chance when just two intersections, Wood-
loch Forest Drive at Woodlands Parkway and 
South Panther Creek Drive at Woodlands 
Parkway, began to be monitored. Since then, 
the program has grown to include cameras at 
10 intersections throughout The Woodlands. 

But as the program has expanded and 
the number of monitored intersections has 
increased, so have the costs.

“There has been a series of bad decisions 
that led up to the installation of these cameras 

By Matt Stephens
The growth in the energy sec-

tor in The Woodlands over the 
last two years has been signifi-
cant. As companies relocate and 
expand in the area, cranes and 
construction crews are changing 
the skyline of The Woodlands. 

Gil Staley, CEO for The Wood-
lands Area Economic Develop-
ment Partnership, said South 
Montgomery County added a 
record 1,172 jobs in 2012 among its 
57 major non-retail employers—
employers with 100 or more full-
time employees. Staley said more 

than half of those jobs came from 
the energy sector, which includes 
Anadarko Petroleum Corp., RPC, 
Inc. and STS Products, along with 
energy-related businesses, such as 
Nexeo Solutions and Waste Con-
nections. 

“While it’s not unusual [to 
experience job growth], we have 
not seen this kind of growth in 
these huge numbers,” Staley said. 

Job growth
Staley said 2013 could out-

pace 2012, as relocation proposal 

and how they have operated ever since,” 
Noack said. “I just want to cease operations 
of the red light cameras and work with our 
law enforcement.” 

Financial situation
Under the program agreement, the county 

pays Redflex Traffic Systems, which owns the 
cameras, a base amount each month for the 
operation of the cameras. Drivers who are 
ticketed for running a red light at a camera-
controlled intersection must pay a $75 civil 
fine, which, Precinct 3 Constable Ryan Gable 
said, does not affect a driver’s insurance or 

their driving record. 
Any money left over after the payment to 

Redflex is split between the county and the 
state. Money the county receives, Noack said, 
must be allocated to traffic safety costs. 

“In the six years these cameras have been in 
operation, only twice has there been a profit,” 
Noack said. “To me, it’s just another way of 
taxing our citizens.”

According to Precinct 3 financial docu-
ments, the county has received $1.4 million 
over the term of the program, while pay-
ing out nearly $1.4 million to Redflex and 
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Artist’s Rendering of Hughes Landing on Lake Woodlands

We have an offi ce with your name on it.

The Woodlands Development Company  |  Paul Layne 281-719-6104  |  Alex Sutton 281-719-6268 
Colliers International  |  Robert S. Parsley 713-830-2121  |  Norman V. Munoz 713-830-2136

A  D i v i s i o n  o f  T h e  H o w a r d  H u g h e s  C o r p o r a t i o n

Where Business Lives Well
www.TheWoodlands-Commercial.com

Premier Class A Offi ce 
Building in a One-of-a-Kind 
Lakeside Setting 

This new Class A, 8-story, 197,000- 

square-foot offi ce building is located 

in Hughes Landing on Lake Woodlands, 

a 66-acre mixed use development 

planned to include up to eight offi ce 

buildings complemented by retail and 

entertainment venues, restaurants, a 

hotel and multi-family residences.
Opening September 2013
 ONE HUGHES LANDING
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And we’re honored to be recognized for it.

St. Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital is proud to have earned 
the International Organization for Standardization’s  
ISO 9001 Quality Management System Certification.  

This prestigious three-year certification from DNV Healthcare, Inc. is earned  

when a hospital continually improves and monitors the delivery of patient care,  

measures quality and places the highest priority on patient safety.

To us, the ISO 9001 is more than a certification. It is validation of  

our commitment to quality and excellence.

To us, patient care and safety  
are top priority.

17200 St. Luke’s Way   |   The Woodlands, TX 77384   |   936-266-2000   |   StLukesWoodlands.com   |        /StLukesTheWoodlandsHospital   |        @StLukes_SLWH
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Some of the most 
enjoyable days of my life 
were spent in Sacra-
mento, Calif. I am not 
alone in believing that 
the weather, scenery and 
being within two hours 
of Lake Tahoe, San Fran-
cisco and my beloved 
Napa Valley does not 
outweigh the advantages 
of living in South Mont-
gomery County.

Waste Connections moved its headquarters from 
Sacramento to The Woodlands last year, continuing a 
surge in the past few years of energy-related companies 
moving here. The Woodlands has gained the reputation 
of being the ideal corporate headquarters market.

It has been said that the two biggest “game-changers” 
for our community are Grand Parkway and America’s 
biggest corporation, ExxonMobil. The ExxonMobil 
campus, with 20 buildings, is currently America’s 

largest construction project. More and more companies 
like Waste Connections will be coming to The Wood-
lands as we continue this energy boom. 

Our business-friendly government, attractive lifestyle 
and amenities complement the efforts of local and state 
outreach efforts to bring more jobs to our area. Jobs 
equal growth. 

Shenandoah is booming along with The Woodlands. 
Oak Ridge North is considering a major comprehensive 
plan that will significantly change the landscape of the 
community including improving mobility and even 
annexing new land.

The face of our community is rapidly changing and 
many of those changes are represented in this issue. 

This Saturday, May 11, is the day to vote for the 
Shenandoah City Council and the Lone Star College 
System  and Tomball ISD bonds, so I encourage you to 
get out and vote.
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Should Montgomery County remove 
red light cameras from The Woodlands 
intersections?

  Yes, I feel red light cameras do not prevent accidents.

  Yes, I feel red light cameras cost Montgomery County too  
       much money. 

  No, I feel red light cameras prevent accidents.

  No, I feel the cost of red light cameras is justified. 

  I am undecided. 

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

Do you support the Lone Star College 
bond referendum?

No, I do not agree with LSC calling for more bond money at 
this point in time. 

  58.82% 
Yes, the improvements will help LSC keep up with enrollment 
growth.

  16.47% 
Yes, Woodlands area and/or Creekside students will benefit 
from the new centers.

  14.12% 
No, the improvements are not important to me.

  8.24%
I have no opinion. 

  2.35%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected May 8–April 30

Montgomery County Precinct 3 Commissioner James Noack and 
County Attorney J.D. Lambright are working to end the county’s 
agreement with Redflex Traffic Systems and remove the 10 red 
light cameras in The Woodlands. This month, Community Impact 
Newspaper examines the deal between the county and Redflex 
and how much the red light camera program is costing the county. 

For our April edition, Community Impact Newspaper The 
Woodlands reported on the Lone Star College System’s May 11 
$497 million bond proposal.
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flavors of custard, including cookie dough, 
fudge brownie and mint Oreo. Ice drinks 
are made fresh daily with real fruit.  
936-273-0080. www.ritasice.com

5  Offering sandwiches, Cinnabons and 
ice cream, a Schlotzsky’s-Cinnabon-
Carvel opened April 11 at 6209 FM 
1488, Ste. A, Magnolia. The Austin-
based sandwich shop sells oven-toasted 
sandwiches, pizzas, soups, salads, and a 
variety of desserts. 281-259-7444.  
www.schlotzskys.com

Now Open

1  Spring Eye Care opened in December 
2012 at 3440 Riley Fuzzel Road, Ste. 170 
in Spring. Brian Cox received his O.D. 
from the University of Houston and has 
two years prior experience in optometry. 
Spring Eye Care offers comprehensive 
optometric and medical assessments, 
offering traditional eyeglass services while 
treating everything from pink eye to 
glaucoma. 281-419-2600.  
www.springeyecare.com   

2  My Gym opened March 11 at 525 
Sawdust Road, Ste. 109, The Woodlands. 
The children’s fitness center offers group 
classes for ages six weeks to 13. Programs 
include gymnastics, cardio and various 
sports, and class times vary throughout the 
day. The facility can also host group parties 
with catering included. 281-645-6330. 
www.mygym.com

3  Children’s Learning Adventure began 
classes April 22 at 3709 College Park 
Drive, The Woodlands. The day-care 

facility offers programs and classes for 
children ages six weeks to school-age and 
it houses multiple interactive play and 
instruction areas, such as Nature’s Nook 
and Reading Reef. Its curriculum is based 
on brain development research and meant 
to stimulate children’s imagination.   
936-647-3962.  
www.childrenslearningadventure.com

4  Rita’s Ice Custard opened April 1 at 
3600 FM 1488, Conroe. The franchise 
offers 62 flavors of ice drinks and five 
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Stream Realty is developing Sierra Pines, a 
154,213-square-foot office at 1585 Sawdust Road.

16
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6  Royal Street, owned by Nicole 
Murphy, opened May 1 at 10868 
Kuykendahl, Ste. G, The Woodlands. 
The women’s apparel boutique offers a 
collection of designer apparel, including 
Ella Moss, Britt Ryan and Amanda 
Uprichard, as well as accessories.  
713-857-7150. 
 www.royalstreetwoodlands.com 

7  Karey Miller opened her at-home 
business, Karey Miller Photography and 
Beauty Bar, at a permanent location May 
1. At 26703 I-45 N., her business offers 
contemporary portrait photography, 
as well as makeup services for special 
occasions. Miller has been in business for 
more than 10 years. 832-312-5455.  
www.kareymiller.com

8  Foot and Ankle Center of The 
Woodlands opened March 18 at 17450 
St. Luke’s Way, in Medical Arts Center 
III, Ste. 190. The doctors specialize in foot 
and ankle surgeries and other services, 
including non-surgical treatment of 
athletic injuries and other foot disorders, 
treatment of work-related injuries, laser 
surgery, and physical therapy.   
936-231-8500. www.footanklecenter.net

9  Two Market Street retailers, Langford 
Market, and its sister store, Addison, have 
collaborated to form an upscale Langford 
Market, a modern mix of fashion for 
women featuring footwear, bags, clothing 
and accessories, as well as jewelry. The 
store is located at 9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 
685. 281-419-9393.  
www.langfordmarket.com

Coming Soon

10  Walking TOTS, a children’s shoe 
store for newborns and toddlers, will 
open in July at 3091 College Park Drive, 
Ste. 195. The store sells a variety of shoe 
styles, including everyday, athletics, school 
uniform, seasonal and dress. Walking 
TOTS also offers collegiate wear and 
various accessories. 936-231-8911. 
www.walkingtots.com 

11  YoFresh Yogurt Cafe plans to open a 
new location at 30420 FM 2978, Ste. 430, 
The Woodlands. This business, which sells 
natural frozen yogurts, fresh yogurts and 
fruit smoothies, has a Sugar Land location, 
but this will be the first in north Houston. 
Flavors include cookies ‘n cream, Georgia 
peach and caramel.  
www.yofreshyogurtcafe.com

12  Contemporary Endodontics opened 
in March at 525 Sawdust Road, Ste. 107, 
Spring. The practice offers a variety of 
treatments and services, including root 
canal therapy and retreatment, endodontic 
surgery, cracked tooth treatment and root 
amputation. 281-203-0563.  
www.galleriaendo.com

 
13  Set for a May 15 opening is Angel’s 
Divine Flowers. The flower shop will be 
located at 1726 Rayford Road in Spring 
and will offer floral arrangements for all 
occasions, holidays and events.  
281-360-0004.  
www.angelsdivineflowers.com

14  First Bank has purchased a 1.17-acre 
site for a branch facility in the future 
Creekside Park Village Center in The 
Woodlands’ Village of Creekside Park. The 
bank will be located at the southeast corner 
of Kuykendahl Road and New Harmony 
Trail. Construction on First Bank began in 
April with completion slated for the fourth 
quarter of 2013. This will be the initial First 
Bank site in The Woodlands. 
 www.fboc.com

15  Kona Grill will open its second 
Houston-area restaurant at 3 Waterway 
Square, an 11-story, 234,000-square-foot 
office building in The Waterway Square 
District at the corner of Lake Robbins 
Drive and Woodloch Forest Drive. Kona 
Grill offers modern American fare paired 
with award-winning sushi and inspired 
cocktails. The restaurant will open this 
summer. www.konagrill.com

16  Stream Realty Partners, a national 
real estate services, development and 
investment firm, recently announced 
plans to build the second phase of The 
Reserve at Sierra Pines, a strategically 
developed master-planned business park, 
at 1585 Sawdust Road. The Reserve at 
Sierra Pines will occupy 154,213 square 
feet and six stories. The facility will be built 
to LEED Silver certification standards, 
incorporating an air-conditioned link 
from the parking garage to the main lobby, 
dining terrace, jogging trail, and a heavily 
landscaped Zen garden. Groundbreaking 
is scheduled for July with a 12-month 
construction timeframe.  
www.streamrealty.com

Anniversary

17  Owners Thuy and David Goode are 
celebrating the first anniversary of opening 
Tweez Nailz and Spaz at 9420 College 
Park Drive, in the Windvale Shopping 
Center. Tweez Nailz and Spaz offers a full 
line of spa services, including nail care, 
waxing, massage therapy, makeup and 
skin care. 936-273-8811.  
www.tweeznailz.com

Expansion

18  The Club at 6130 Auburn Lakes Drive 
in Spring, held a grand opening for its 
three new international padel courts in 
April. The state-of-the-art tennis facility 
also recently added a swimming pool. The 
Club offers a restaurant, clay courts, hard 
courts, short courts, steam room and pro 
shop. 832-559-7443. www.theclubtw.com

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
E-mail wdlnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Matt Stephens, Carrie Thornton and Brian Walzel

Rita’s Ice Custard opened April 1 3600 FM 1488 
in Conroe. Rita’s serves a variety of desserts.

4

Children’s Learning Adventure has opened its 
first area location at 3709 College Park Drive.

3
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The Club at 6130 Auburn Lakes Drive in Spring 
has expanded to include three padel courts.

18
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Brian Cox opened Spring Eye Care at 3440 Riley 
Fuzzell Road, Ste. 170, in Spring.
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281-364-9799
1640 Lake Woodlands Dr.

www.WoodlandsRugGallery.com

Heirloom Rugs Crafted for
Future Generations

Expert Cleaning & Repair 

 Call Today for Pricing, Pick-up
& Delivery Options

WHERE SERVICE IS AN
everyday affair
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Memorial Hermann adding 
medical office building, parking
By Nicole Bradford

A new four-story medical 
office building planned for the 
Memorial Hermann The Wood-
lands campus is yet another 
sign of the economic growth 
in The Woodlands. The $15 
million building is one of three 
recently announced by Memo-
rial Hermann in the Houston 
area; identical facilities will be 
built in Sugar Land and Katy, 
Chief Facility Services Officer 
Marshall Heins said. 

All three 100,000-square-foot 
buildings are planned in areas 
where occupancy and demand 
are high.

“In the Woodlands, we have 
three buildings already, and the 
occupancy is near 100 percent,” 
Heins said. “We are expecting 
to have some of it pre-leased 
because of the demand to move 
to that campus. The same is true 
for the Katy and Sugar Land 
markets. In Katy, we just [devel-
oped] a $70 million inpatient 
tower, and the existing build-
ings there are full.”

Groundbreaking at The 
Woodlands will take place 
roughly nine months after 
completion of a new 700-car 
parking garage to be located 
directly south of Office Building 
No. 2, Heins said. 

Though the three new office 
buildings announced by Memo-
rial Hermann will be designed 
to be identical, The Woodlands 
location will be the only one 
featuring a first floor with 
medical retail—tenants such as 
optical shops, medical goods 
suppliers and pharmacies. 

The remaining f loors will 

be leased as office space to 
physicians and other medical 
professionals. 

“[The Woodlands] campus is 
experiencing a lot of growth,” 
Heins said. “We added an east 
tower a few months ago.” 

That facility was a seven-
story, $80 million expansion 
that included additional plans 
for future build out. 

The Woodlands is in the 
midst of a strong market for 
commercial office interest. 
The Woodlands submarket is 
described as “quickly becoming 
the newest Energy Corridor” in 
a recently released Research and 
Forecast Report from Colliers 
International. 

In fact, demand for office 
space in 2012 pushed Class A 
space vacancy rates below 1 
percent, the report said. 

Though some of the expected 
growth is attributed to ExxonMo-
bil, which recently began con-
struction of its 3.5-million-square-
foot campus just south of The 
Woodlands, Heins said expansion 
was planned regardless.

“Even without Exxon, today 
we are at capacity,” Heins said. 
“That’s why we added a new 
tower, and with Exxon coming, 
we are looking at that and have 
the ability to handle that capac-
ity as well.”

In January, Memorial 
Hermann The Woodlands 
announced plans for a new $80 
million, seven-story patient 
tower. The 240,000-square-foot 
facility will include a surgical 
center, pre-op and patient recover 
rooms and a waiting area. 

In addition, four stories of the 
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A new four-story, 100,000-square-foot medical office building is being developed at Memorial Hermann The Woodlands campus.

new patient tower will accom-
modate future growth of the 
Memorial Hermann The Wood-
lands camps.

Expansion of the campus will 
likely continue beyond the new 
office building. Memorial Her-
mann’s master plan identifies 
sites for two additional inpatient 
towers to accommodate growth, 
Heins said.

“With all our campuses, we 
are always looking long term,” 
Heins said. “If we put that 
garage here, how does it affect 
our master plan?”

Unlike other fast-growing 
suburban communities, The 
Woodlands does not have a 
large supply of land for expan-
sion. 

But Alex Sutton, co-president 
of The Woodlands Development 
Company, said this is not a 
challenge for expanding. 

“There are various options for 
development in The Woodlands 
area, including vertical,” he said. 

Heins agreed The Woodlands 
campus does indeed tend to go 
up rather than out. 

“In Katy, we have a little more 
land to work with,” he said. “In 

The Woodlands, we’ve identified 
future building sites and spoken 
to The Woodlands [Develop-
ment Company] about acquir-
ing additional land.”

 Even so, free parking—a big 
selling point for patients’ stay-
ing within their communities 
for health care—thus far has 
remained a priority. 

“People want convenient 
parking,” Heins said. “Typically 

they are stressed or medicated 
and not feeling well, and Memo-
rial Hermann has agreed to 
continue to have parking free at 
The Woodlands campus. This 
will be our third garage, and 
they do cost money to build, but 
we still are not charging to park 
on campus.”

Construction on the $9 mil-
lion parking garage will begin 
within 90 days, he said. 

MeMorial HerMann   THe Woodlands+
Square Feet

100,000
New JobS

100Story 
oFFice 
buildiNg4 acreS

2.7

coSt: $15 Million

+
45

Source: Memorial Hermann
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As commercial real estate continues to perform at historically high levels in The 
Woodlands, South Montgomery and North Harris Counties, it’s a great time to own a 
business, but it can also be frustrating for entrepreneurs. Many business owners realize 
the advantages of Owner-Occupied Commercial Real Estate (OOCRE) but lack the rental 
market knowledge or time to invest in the due diligence and research required to know 
if it’s the right choice for them. 

To help you determine if an OOCRE is the right choice for 
your business, consider the following questions: 
• Do my short term goals include rapid expansion?
• Is my current commercial lease coming up for renewal within the next three years?  
• Is it important for my company to be in control of future occupancy costs, expansion  
 and parking rights?
• As an investment, could the real estate return on capital enhance or exceed my   
 business return on capital?
 
Because there is less risk perceived in OOCRE, commercial lenders are generally more 
willing to approve loans.  There are several reasons for this, but the main reason is 
because the potential owner will be the major occupant in the building, which gives long 
term stability to the investment. When the majority of a building is leased to a qualifi ed, 
reputable and proven entity, commercial fi nancing is readily available. Another reason is 

that most businesses already have a commercial banking history and business relationship that can expedite the process. In addition to being quicker, OOCRE advantages 
also include favorable interest rates, lower mortgage payments, tax reductions, a lower down payment and longer fi xed interest rates.

While OOCRE conversions are not new to the industry, we’ve seen a resurgence in the 
practice because of the challenges with attaining commercial loan approval and high 
cost of construction for new development. For years we have witnessed the conversion 
of Interstate 45 residential properties into single or multi-tenant commercial properties. 
The most common multi-tenant buildings converted are general o�  ce, medical o�  ce 
and o�  ce warehouse. These structures are typically easier to convert because they 
already include the tenant’s required features.  

As a successful OOCRE tenant you will be able to control future rental or occupancy 
cost expenses for your own business, including who will be a tenant in your building, 
lease terms, expansion and parking rights, building maintenance decisions and absolute 
control over building operations and management.
 
In such a brisk commercial real estate market, now is a great time to research the 
advantages of either developing or converting existing commercial and residential 
properties to OOCRE.
 
If you are considering purchasing your own building and would like to know more 
about Owner-Occupied Commercial Real Estate, please contact our team of qualifi ed 
professionals at The J. Beard Real Estate Company.  Give us a call at 281.367.2220 or visit 
our website at www.jbeardcompany.com to view our current listings. 

Is Owner-Occupied Commercial Real Estate  
the right choice for your business?

By: Jeff Tinsley, The J. Beard Real Estate Company

P A I D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Je�  Beard, CCIM
President

Commercial Real 
Estate Leaders

LANDLORD & TENANT 
REPRESENTATION

SITE ACQUISITION

SALES & LEASING

REAL ESTATE CONSULTING

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

INSIGHT.
LEADERSHIP.
EXPERTISE.

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

Jeff Tinsley

8101 KUYKENDAHL RD
 THE WOODLANDS

 831 CROSSBRIDGE DR 
SPRING
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www.marketstreet-thewoodlands.com

T i f f a n y  &  C o .   |   M i c h a e l  K o r s   |   C a l y p s o  S t .  B a r t h   |   A n n  Ta y l o r

She’s no ordinary woman.

This Mother’s Day, 
give her something 

extraordinary.

Stylish you. 
Luxury us.

24777_MS_Mothers_Day_Ad_PROD.indd   1 4/26/13   1:13 PM
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NCAA swim meet makes $1.5 million splash
By  Matt Stephens 

Hosting its first NCAA Divi-
sion III Swimming and Div-
ing Championships in March, 
representatives of the City of 
Shenandoah were not sure what 
to expect from an event of that 
magnitude. However, early 
estimates indicate the event 
brought in $1.5 million in retail 
and hotel dollars to the city. 

“Being the first event and 
being the national stage, [we] 
really didn’t know what to 
expect,” Shenandoah City 
Administrator Greg Smith said. 
“The event turned out a lot 
better than what I think we all 
anticipated.”

Smith estimated $858,000 was 
spent by visitors at restaurants 
and shops based on a conserva-
tive average of $150 spent per 
guest per night on retail within 
the community. Hotels also 
earned more than $700,000 as a 
result of the event, Smith said, 
with 5,720 hotel nights esti-
mated from the teams and spec-
tators. With 565 hotel rooms 
in Shenandoah, and a nearby 

NASA conference being held 
that week, Smith said, hotels 
were sold out from Conroe to as 
far as 20 miles south of the city. 

“This was truly an area 
impact,” he said. 

Restaurants and retailers 
believe the event weekend was 
one of their busiest, Smith said. 
Some restaurants that normally 
do not take reservations were 
booking groups. 

The NCAA meet brought 537 
athletes, 180 coaches and an 
estimated 2.5 fans—including 
friends and family members—
per student athlete, totaling 
about 2,000-plus visitors, Smith 
said. No participating universi-
ties came from Texas. 

Although Smith said there 
were a few local spectators, the 
event sold out within about an 
hour of tickets going on sale 
online. 

In addition to the direct eco-
nomic impact on the city, Smith 
said there is no dollar figure 
that can measure the notoriety 
the city’s partnership with the 
NCAA brought the community.  

“It gave us an identity with 
the sports arena, which is what 
one of the long-term goals 
was when the [city] decided 
to partner with CISD and the 
Natatorium and Woodforest 
Stadium,” Smith said. “Those 
two facilities are the two biggest 
selling points that are within 
Shenandoah.”

Smith said the city had antici-
pated about $90,000-$100,000 
would be spent on the event, 
although certain unforeseen 
costs will likely increase the 
figure to somewhere between 
$130,000 and $150,000. 

“The economic impact defi-
nitely outweighs the expenses,” 
Smith said. 

Shenandoah and Conroe ISD 
hope to become a partner city 
with the NCAA, Smith said, and 
have been in discussions with 
the organization for about 14 
months. Smith said they could 
also pursue future events in 
sports such as soccer, football, 
cross country and golf.

CISD Natatorium Director 
Sam Fruia said the possibility of 
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The City of Shenandoah hosted the NCAA Division III swim and dive championships.

hosting future events at either 
of the two CISD venues would 
depend on their availability. 
Timing for the swimming and 
diving championships was 
ideal, because area teams had 
completed their competitions 
for the season, Fruia said. 

“Running the event this year 
is an example that the natato-
rium can step up its game for 
these type of events,” Fruia said. 

J.P. Williams, assistant 
director of Championships and 
Alliances for the NCAA, said 

the event was well received by 
the participants. Williams said 
the venue performed well and 
the pool was fast, with nine 
records broken at the meet. 
While he could not speak for all 
of the NCAA, he said he would 
be pleased if Shenandoah made 
bids for future events. 

“Everything we asked for, 
Greg Smith and the city staff 
provided,” Williams said. 
“We’re definitely happy with 
the way the community rallied 
around its events.”

SINCE 1971

“We’re your neighborhood auto repair shop and have been for 40 years”

Complete Automotive & Transmission Service • RV Repair • Complete Differential Service 
Hybrid Service • Complete Transfer Case Service • Quick Oil Change

Engine Repair & Preventative Maintenance • Radiator & Cooling Systems • Diesel Engine Repair 
Steering, Front End & Suspension • State Inspection • A/C Conditioning & Heating

Welding & Fabrication • Trailer & Hydraulic Repair • Detailing

29707 W. Hawthorne Dr, Spring, TX 77386 • (281) 367-3535

$49.95
A/C Service Check.

(Plus Freon-Most Cars)

 Take an ordinary journey to an extraordinary place!
281.351.8851 • 15635 FM 2920 • Tomball, TX 77377 
Open 7 days a week • www.arborgate.com

The Arbor Gate
More events & details available online

*Classes marked with an MGCEU are eligable for Master Gardner Continuing Education

Saturday
May 11, 10am-3pm

Art in the Garden
Come stroll through the gardens and meet our artisans

Special guests include: 10:00am Felder Rushing’s 
Artful Insights, Randy Lemmon of the Gardenline, Houston Llew

Thursday
May 9, 10am

Flowers, Foliage, Ferns, and Fun 
Linda Gay 

MGCEU

Saturday
June 8, 10am

Tomato Contest
Judges:Tom LeRoy, Bill Adams, Jeremy 

Kollaus, Chef Chris Crowder
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Woodlands sites considered 
for Astros minor league team
By Brian Walzel 

Local economic develop-
ment leaders have approached 
the Houston Astros and owner 
Jim Crane about the possibility 
of moving the franchise’s AAA 
minor league team to The Wood-
lands area. 

The Astros current AAA fran-
chise is located in Oklahoma City, 
with the contract between the 
two organizations set to expire in 
2016. 

“The idea of bringing a AAA 
team to The Woodlands would be 
terrific,” said Giles Kibbe, general 
counsel for the Houston Astros. 
“But we’re an extremely long away 
from anything happening.”

Crane has confirmed to other 
Houston media outlets the Astros 
are strongly considering The 
Woodlands as its AAA affili-
ate. Crane, who purchased the 
Astros last year from longtime 
owner Drayton McClane, was 
approached by local economic 
development leaders, including 
The Woodlands Area Economic 

Development Partnership, last 
year about the possibility of mov-
ing a minor league team to The 
Woodlands area.

“It’s a project that we have been 
working on with them for several 
months now,” said Gil Staley, 
CEO of The Woodlands Area 
EDP. “As soon as I heard [about 
the potential relocation], I knew 
this is the quality of entertain-
ment that would be a perfect fit 
for our community.”

Staley said representatives from 
the EDP, the cities of Shenan-
doah, Oak Ridge North, and 
Conroe, Montgomery County, as 
well as The Woodlands Township 
and The Woodlands Develop-
ment Company have been in 
negotiations with the Astros 
about a deal and a potential site.

Both Staley and Kibbe said no 
site has been determined and 
the Astros are considering other 
areas in the region for a team. 

“We think it would be a good 
opportunity if the Astros were 
able to bring in their AAA team 

SPOrTS

to an area closer to Houston,” 
Kibbe said. “We just have not 
identified any location for that 
franchise.”

However, with the contract 
with the Oklahoma City fran-
chise set to expire in three years, 
and considering the time frame 
required to build a stadium, 
Staley expects a decision to be 
made soon.

Among the sites being consid-
ered for a AAA stadium are loca-
tions in and around The Wood-
lands proper boundaries, Staley 
said, as well as the Camp Strake 
site on I-45 near South Loop 336 
in Conroe. 

“[Camp Strake] is one of 
several sites being considered,” 
Staley said.

It was announced in Septem-
ber that the 2,100-acre Camp 
Strake, owned by the Boy Scouts 
of America, was being put up 
for sale. In March, Jones Lang 
LaSalle brought the property to 
market.

Although an actual minor 
league stadium would not require 
much acreage, Staley said, a 
potential site could include more 
than just the stadium.

“There is entertainment that 
could be built around the ball-
park,” he said, “and even high 

density housing.”  
Staley and Kibbe said financ-

ing for the stadium would likely 
come from the municipalities, 
counties or cities in which it 
would be located.

“Normally, in looking at other 
development, [the financing] is 
done by the community or done 
by the authority around the com-
munity,” Staley said. “Then [the 
owning authority] turns around 
and leases it [to the team] to play 
in that stadium.”

If the Astros decide to relocate 
its AAA minor league team, the 
new location will be the tenth city 
for the organization. 

1962 - 1972
Oklahoma City, Okla. 

1997- 2004
New Orleans, La. 2011 - 2016

Oklahoma City

1977-1979
Charleston, S.C.

1973 - 1974
Denver, Colo.

1980 - 1996
Tuscon, Ariz. 

2005-2010
Round Rock

1975 
iowa

1976 
Memphis,  Tenn.

1960 1980 20001970 1990 2010

history of The houston Astros AAA affiliates

Source: www.baseball-reference.com

Tuesday, June 4, 5:30pm
It’s a Guy Thing with Super Bowl Champion Jarvis Green 
Land Rover Houston North Showroom at 18205 Interstate 45. See map in this ad.

Saturday, June 8, 7-10pm
Wine Rendezvous Grand Tasting & Chef Showcase
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott
Upgrade your experience to the               VIP Premium Lounge

Receive 2 for 1 tickets to the H-E-B Wine Walk at Market Street 
general admission coutesy of Land Rover Houston North. 
Enter LRNH13 into the promo code box on the ticket page at 
www.wineandfoodweek.com  Offer expires 5/31/13

Cypresswood Dr.

Cypress Creek Pkwy.

45

Cypypresswoswoodod Dr.

832-249-2000   
www.jaglrnorth.com
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history of The houston Astros AAA affiliates

Road widening to alleviate 
traffic along FM 2978
By Shawn Arrajj

Two separate mobility projects 
will result in the widening of 
FM 2978 and Honea Egypt Road 
over the next year. The FM 2978 
project will be taken on by the 
Texas Department of Trans-
portation, while Montgomery 
County has partnered with the 
Westwood Improvement District 
to take on Honea Egypt Road.

The Montgomery County 
project involves widening the 
portion of Honea Egypt Road 
from FM 1488 north to Sendera 
Ranch Drive. The two-lane road 
will be widened to five lanes.

The Honea Egypt project will 
soon leave the design phase, 
said Craig Doyal, county com-
missioner in Montgomery 
County Precinct 2. He said he 
hopes to see construction start 
this summer.

The projects are intended to 
deal with traffic build-up, which 
has been getting worse over 
time, Doyal said.

“When a car tries to turn left 

around Sendera Ranch during 
peak traffic hours, everything 
backs up and there’s gridlock,” 
he said. “Just by going from two 
lanes to five, we can have a tre-
mendous impact with very little 
construction.”

A TxDOT project will widen 
the portion of FM 2978 from 
Conroe-Huffsmith Road to Dry 
Creek Road from two lanes to 
four with a five-foot shoulder. 

The project left the design 
phase in March. A contract for 
construction on the 2.5-mile 
stretch of road is expected to be 
awarded in August with con-
struction lasting approximately 
20 months, said Deidrea Samu-
els, public information officer 
with TxDOT. 

Montgomery County is work-
ing with TxDOT to help with 
some of the preliminary work 
on the widening near Conroe-
Huffsmith Road, Doyal said.

“We’re trying to do everything 
we can to move that project 
forward,” he said.
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1488Construction is expected to 
begin this summer and last 
about six months.

Egypt Community Road expansion

FM 2978/Honea Egypt Road upgrades

From two lanes 
to five lanes

 TOTAL: $4.19 million TOTAL: $2.5 million

Four lanes  
Five-foot shoulders

Future FM 2978

The project runs from Conroe-Huffsmith 
to north of Matthews Lane.
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Wine & Food Week
Goes Retro Rad 2013

713.557.5732 | www.wineandfoodweek.com
For a full event line-up and details:

Wizard Gourmet,
Food Network Star Contestant
and Retro Rad Chef

presented by

Thursday, June 6 • 5:30-8:30 pm
Wine Walk VIP presented by

Presented by

The Woodlands Waterway Marriott
Friday, June 7 • 5:30-9:30 pm

presented by

The Woodlands Waterway Marriott
Saturday, June 8 • 7-10 pm

Riveting! Relish in the Raddest of 
“What’s old is new again” in uncompromising 

splendor and culinary talent.

Upgrade your experience to the 
––– VIP Premium Lounge

50 Restaurants, 500 Wines
Scores of Events Throughout The Week

on H-E-B Wine Walk at Market Street general admission
courtesy of Land Rover Houston North

Enter  into the promo code box on the 
ticket page at www.wineandfoodweek.com

O� er expires 5/31/13

Source: TxDOT, Montgomery County Precinct 2 Commissioner Craig Doyal
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Appreciation Advantage offer of potential discounts over $400 is based on estimated combined fee waivers and rate reduction for special offers. Please consult a banker for details on savings and duration 
for individual product and services offers. Please also refer to the Business Account Fee and Information Schedule for detail on monthly service fee waivers and other discounts. Offers may be modified or 
withdrawn at any time without notice and may not be transferable. Discounts noted above are based on standard fees applicable to selected business products. Terms and conditions of accounts, products, 
programs, and services are subject to change. All applications are subject to approval. 

© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. NMLSR ID 399801 (910493_08348) 

910493_08348 

10x6.04 

4c
When we say we appreciate your business, we mean it

We applaud the efforts of small business 
owners everywhere. We are ready to help 
with banking services that can help you 
manage and grow your business.

Talk to us today about our Appreciation 
Advantage offer by calling 1‑877‑436‑4170 
or contact any local banker in the Greater 
Houston area today.

wellsfargo.com/appreciation

You could  
save over

$400
with our Appreciation 
Advantage℠ offer

910493_08348 10x6.04 4c.indd   1 5/2/13   12:42 PM
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Tomball ISD bond includes Woodlands schools
By Tamra Santana

In response to a surge of growth 
in the northeast and southern 
regions of Tomball ISD, areas 
which include The Woodlands, the 
district called a bond election this 
month to pay for four new schools 
and renovations at all existing 
schools.

The $160 million bond, which 
will be voted on by district resi-
dents May 11, would help the 
district as its student population 
grows by 3,700 students in the next 
five years, according to district 
projections. There are currently 
11,600 students in Tomball ISD, 
with 720 enrolled at Creekside 
Forest Elementary School and 288 
enrolled at Timber Creek Elemen-
tary School. Both of those schools 
are located in the Village of Creek-
side Park in The Woodlands. 

If the bond is approved, Tim-
ber Creek and Creekside For-
est elementary schools would be 
renovated to move sixth grade 
from the campuses and alter the 
schools to be a K–5 instead. Under 
the proposal, two new schools are 
planned for The Woodlands: a K–5 
elementary school and 6th–8th 
grade intermediate school.

The bond program includes two 
new schools, an elementary cam-
pus and an intermediate campus, 
in the southern area of the district.

“[The bond proposal is] a direct 
result of one thing: explosive 
growth,” said Huey Kinchen, the 
district’s deputy superintendent. 
“Where our growth is most preva-
lent is the northeast portion of 
our district and in the south. The 
whole Northpointe area is grow-
ing very rapidly. All three of those 
schools are rapidly approaching 
capacity. It’s not a want, it’s a need.” 

Tomball ISD is the fastest 

growing school district, based on 
percentage, among seven counties 
surrounding Houston, including 
Harris, Chambers, Galveston, Lib-
erty, Waller, Fort Bend and Brazo-
ria counties, Kinchen said. There 
are 51 public school districts in 
those counties. 

“A lot of that is being driven 
by strong business growth,” said 
Ken Odom, board member and 
chairman of a citizen’s commit-
tee to advocate for the bond. 
“Exxon[Mobil] is moving into 
the northeast part of our district, 
and there’s a lot of development in 
the south part of our district. The 
influx of population is really the 
core driver behind our bond.”

The bond would also fund reno-
vations at all of the district’s 12 
schools, including new technology, 
security upgrades and additional 
school buses, district officials said.

“Every school will benefit from 
the bond,” Kinchen said. 

Although Creekside Forest Ele-
mentary is the only school exceed-
ing capacity this year, projections 
show Canyon Pointe Elemen-
tary and North Point Intermedi-
ate schools exceeding capacity in 
2014, Willow Creek Elementary 
and Tomball Junior High School 
in 2015, and Timber Creek cam-
puses in 2016. 

The new schools, which would 
cost $110 million, would also 
include an elementary and inter-
mediate school in the southern 
area of the district. The need for 
these schools is based on growth 
projections through the 2018–19 
school year.

“We looked critically at the next 
five years,” Kinchen said. “We 
need to be prepared to meet that 
growth.”

The bond would provide money 

ELECTION

TISD Bond Election Voting Information
Election day voting locations in Harris County

7 a.m.–7 p.m., May 11
• Creekside Forest Elementary School, 5949 Creekside Forest Drive, 

 The Woodlands

What is a bond? 
A school bond is similar to a home mortgage. It is a contract to repay 
borrowed money with a low-cost interest rate over time. 

Bonds are sold by a school district to competing lenders to raise money to 
pay for the cost of construction, renovations and equipment. 

Bond money can be used for new schools, renovations, furniture, equipment, 
new school sites and buses. Most school districts in Texas use bonds to 
finance renovations and new facilities.

Schools are required by state law to hold an election for the issuance of 
bonds. Bonds are paid for through property taxes.

Source: Tomball ISD

for renovation projects at Lake-
wood and Decker Prairie elemen-
tary schools to upgrade the front 
administration area and the cafete-
ria, as well as facility improvements 
district-wide, including upgrades 
to air conditioning, heating, light-
ing, roof replacement, paving and 
other electrical, and mechanical 
projects, district officials said.

In addition to the new schools, 
the district has set aside $30 mil-
lion for additions and renovations 
to existing infrastructure and $28 
million for improvements to trans-
portation and technology.

Tomball ISD commissioned 
a 17-member Facility Planning 
Steering Committee last fall to 
look at possible improvements to 
accommodate the growth. The 
committee presented its findings 
at a public forum Jan. 28. The 
steering committee recommended 
the bond to the district’s Board 
of Trustees, which unanimously 
approved the proposal.

“I have every confidence the 
money raised on this bond is abso-
lutely needed,” said Michael Pratt, 
a Tomball ISD school board mem-
ber. “Your board is extremely con-
servative. I have all the confidence 
our communities will support it. I 
think our communities will recog-
nize the growth issue.”

The district would avoid going 
over a tax rate of 5 cents per $100 
valuation on the bond, steering 
committee chairman Rick Pritch-
ett said. 

The average homeowner in 
the district, based on the average 
home cost of $100,000, would pay 
roughly $50 a year in added taxes. 
He also said the costs are all esti-
mates at this point and may need to 
be adjusted after the design process. 
Additional reporting by Shawn Arrajj

Proposed
SCHOOL 
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$110 million of the tomball IsD bond 
would fund four new schools: an 
elementary school and junior high in the 
northeast region of the district and an 
elementary and intermediate school in 
the south.

New elementary school
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New intermediate school

New junior high
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Source: Tomball ISD
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GARRY WATTS, OJ BOBEK AND SUSAN BOBEK

The Bobek Realty Group is known as highly effective, 
results-oriented professionals with extensive knowl-
edge of the Montgomery County/Rayford Corridor 
areas. You can always count on receiving the best price 
points in the market whether you are buying or selling.
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THE FALLS at IMPERIAL OAKS
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Lone Star Ace
lonestarace.com
2111 Rayford Rd.
Spring, TX 77386
(281) 419-2121

Ace of The Woodlands
acehardware.com
10720 Kuykendahl Rd.

The Woodlands, TX 77381 
(832) 482-3063

15% OFF
Your next purchase with this coupon

Coupon expires July 10, 2013
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CITy & TOWNSHIP
News from The Woodlands, Shenandoah and Oak Ridge North Compiled by Matt Stephens and Brian Walzel

Woodlands Township opens new Central Fire Station

Shenandoah considering solar-powered street lights

Oak Ridge North 
proposes comprehensive 
plan initiatives

ThE WOODLANDS The Woodlands 
Township on April 23 unveiled the com-
munity’s new Central Fire Station at 9951 
Grogan’s Mill Road. The station, which 
serves as a hub for The Woodlands Fire 
Department, the Township Emergency 
Operations Center, The Woodlands 
Fire Communication Center and The 
Woodlands Fire Administration offices, 
provides fire protection to Town Center 
and the Villages of Grogan’s Mill and 
Panther Creek. 

“We now have eight stations and an 
emergency training center that serves 
our approximately 44-square mile com-
munity with excellent service, said Fire 
Chief Alan Benson

The new 26,610-square-foot Central 
Fire Station features four apparatus bays, 
living quarters, 12 dorm rooms, admin-
istrative offices, conference and study 
rooms, work rooms, a decontamination 
room, and a physical wellness area. The 
station houses a fire engine, command 
vehicle, ladder truck, rescue boat, attack 
vehicle and Montgomery County Hospi-
tal District unit.

Construction began on the $7.3-mil-
lion station in February 2012. The station 
was funded through a $41 million bond 
approved by township voters in 2009. 
The bond program also funded new fire 
stations in the villages of Creekside Park 
and Indian Springs.

ShENANDOAh The Shenandoah City 
Council voted April 10 to acquire three 
solar-powered street lights for a trial pro-
gram to determine whether to install the 
solar-powered lights throughout Shenan-
doah Valley.

HDR Claunch & Miller, an engineer-
ing firm, provided the council a design 
plan at the meeting to add 71 street lights 
to the neighborhood for about $715,000. 
Shenandoah City Administrator Greg 
Smith said the funding comes from left-
over bond proceeds from the construc-
tion of Shenandoah Valleys 1, 2 and 3. 

However, the city recently discovered 
the concept of using solar panels to light 
the LED lights and has studied the idea, 

Smith said. Using solar panels to light the 
71 street lights would cost the city about 
$40,000 less, would eliminate about 
$2,000–$3,000 in annual electricity costs, 
would not require additional engineering 
and would not require construction in 
residents’ yards. 

The lights would also stay on during 
power outages and could take anywhere 
from 2–3 weeks to install, compared to a 
longer construction period for traditional 
street lights.

“I remember going seven long days 
during Hurricane Ike without street-
lights,” Mayor Wes Stephens said. “It’s 
very appealing to me to have lights on 
the streets when the power is out.”

OAk RIDGE NORTh The City of Oak 
Ridge North is considering the rerout-
ing and expansion of Robinson Road, 
the creation of a town center, and other 
improvements as part of its comprehen-
sive planning initiatives.

Oak Ridge North and Halff Associ-
ates, a consulting firm, presented com-
prehensive plan initiatives to residents 
April 23, the result of several months of 
data gathering. 

“This area is growing faster than 
possibly any area in the country,” Halff 
Vice President James Carrillo said. “You 
can either make changes or you can let 
changes happen to you.”

Perhaps the most significant changes 
involve the Robinson Road area. Car-
rillo said the proposed plan would add a 
third, managed middle lane on Robin-
son Road. The direction traffic travels on 
the new lane would change depending 
on the time of day to address rush hour 
traffic needs. The plan also proposes the 
rerouting of Robinson to make it veer 
right just west of City Hall and meet up 
directly with the section of Robinson 
east of Hannah Road.

The rerouting could also create a town 
center area near City Hall and the old 
section of Robinson Road, Carrillo said. 
The plan suggests creating a “heart of 
the city” in that area with a park and 
new businesses, such as coffee shops and 
restaurants.

The plan also suggests the city con-
tinue to work with The Retail Coach—a 
retail recruitment firm—on business 
recruitment to seek higher quality devel-
opments and to look at changing land 
uses, including areas outside the city but 
within its extraterritorial jurisdiction.

Possible infrastructure improvements 
include a project to overlay the city’s 
streets, Carrillo said. The plan encour-
aged the creation of pathways and 
pocket parks for residents, while the city 
could expand Marilyn Edgar Park and 
add a community center. 

The plan includes a timetable for when 
projects would ideally be completed, but 
Carrillo said the plan is “not locked in 
stone.” City Council could approve the 
comprehensive plan as early as May. 

The woodlands Township
2801 Technology Forest Blvd.
281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

May 16, 9 a.m., May 22, 6 p.m.

city of oak ridge north
Williams Memorial Council Chambers
27424 Robinson Road
281-292-4648
www.oakridgenorth.com

May 13, May 29, 7 p.m.

city of shenandoah
Shenandoah Municipal Complex
29955 i-45 N.
281-298-5522
www.shenandoahtx.com

May 22, 7 p.m.
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The Woodlands Township and Woodlands Fire Department unveiled the new Central Fire Station April 23.

Tweetings
For instant coverage of 
these meetings, follow 
us on Twitter 
@impactnews_wdl

Tweetings

AIR CONDITIONING 
AND HEATING

281-651-5484

BradburyBrothers.com

REPAIRS
MAINTENANCE
INSTALLATIONS

“We Take Care of Your Air”

$50 OFF
REPAIRS

OF $200 OR MORE
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC

WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 
OFFERS OR SPECIALS. COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER. 

EXPIRES 6-13-13

$59.00
TUNE-UP

(REG.$89)
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC

WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 
OFFERS OR SPECIALS. COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER. 

EXPIRES 6-13-13

YOUR AIR CONDITIONING 
AND HEATING SPECIALISTS
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 83rd Legislative Session

By Karen Brooks Harper 
Capitol Correspondent

Lawmakers seek to enhance state’s 
climate for small-business owners

Small businesses are at the core 
of the Texas economy. Defined 
as those with fewer than 500 
employees, small businesses 
provided 45 percent of the state’s 
private-sector jobs, accounting 
for more than 98 percent of the 
state’s employers, according to 
2010 statistics from the U.S. Small 
Business Administration.

More than 4 million Texans 
work for small businesses, and the 
Legislature is focused on trying to 
help small businesses, with ideas 
such as certifying them as home-
grown businesses, opening the 
door for more cottage-industry 
food artisans and making perma-
nent a small-business tax exemp-
tion set to expire in 2014. 

“There are two things that we 
really need to do,” Rep. Steve Toth, 
R-The Woodlands, said. “We need 
to reduce or eliminate the fran-
chise tax. What state in America 
actually taxes a small business on 
gross margins?”

Toth said most small businesses 
in Texas have no “cash cushion” 
and find it difficult to afford to pay 
the state’s franchise tax. 

“The second thing we should be 
doing as a legislature is we need 
to restrain ourselves from adding 
additional regulations on small 
businesses,” he said. 

Tax relief proposal
On April 16, Gov. Rick Perry 

announced a four-point plan to 
give nearly $1.6 billion in tax relief 
to all Texas businesses that are 
subject to the state’s franchise tax. 

The plan reduces franchise 
taxes by 5 percent, provides a  
$1 million deduction for 

businesses with revenue of up to 
$20 million, lowers the tax rate 
for 1040EZ tax form filers and 
gives companies relocating to 
Texas from out of state a one-time 
moving expense deduction.

Perry’s plan also would make 
permanent the state’s small 
business tax exemption, which 
currently affects 29,000 businesses 
and is scheduled to end in 2014. 

“Gov. Perry’s tax relief propos-
als will go a long way in helping 
entrepreneurs and smaller busi-
nesses grow during this period 
of economic recovery,” said Will 
Newton, executive director of 
the Texas branch of the National 
Federation of Independent Busi-
nesses. “These four specific points 
demonstrate an understanding of 
the kind of relief small-business 
owners have said they want.”

Business-friendly state
The 2011 Small Business Sur-

vival Index lists Texas as the third-
friendliest state for small business, 
but lawmakers said they hope to 
boost it to No. 1 with several ideas.

One proposal would require the 
comptroller and state agencies to 
give preferences to small busi-
nesses when purchasing goods or 
services with a value of less than 
$500,000. Another would create 
a state Small Business Advisory 
Council. 

“I think most of the bills that 
are presented tend to be favorable 
to small business, and large [busi-
nesses] in some instances as well,” 
said Rep. Cecil Bell Jr., R-Magno-
lia, who owns six small businesses 
in the cattle industry. “What 
we’ve heard so far is in that line of 

thinking—and certainly protect-
ing the business climate in Texas.” 
Underscoring the importance of 
small business in the Lone Star 
State, the House of Representa-
tives has a committee dedicated 
to small businesses—the House 
Economic and Small Business 
Development Committee—which 
is considering more than 100 bills 
this session.

In its interim report to the 
Texas Legislature, the committee 
recommended lawmakers make it 
easier for students to get entrepre-
neurship education, ease tax bur-
dens on small businesses, create 
incentives for investing in small 
businesses, consolidate resources 
for entrepreneurs and brand the 
state as immigrant-friendly. 

“Most small businesses are not 
intended to become the next huge 
corporation,” the report said. “But 
their impact on the economy is 
important, and we could use a lot 
more people who, but for a little 

encouragement, might open their 
own businesses. They are probably 
already in our state, and they don’t 
even know it.”

The cottage industry
Bills by Rep. Eddie Rodriguez, 

D-Austin, would expand the list 
of foods allowed to be made and 
sold by small, independent arti-
sans to include non–potentially 
hazardous foods such as candy, 
dried fruits, cereal, granola, dry 
mixes and vinegar.

It also allows those foods to 
be sold at farmers markets, farm 
stands, fairs and similar events 
directly to customers. 

Producers would still be 
required to label their items as 
home-produced and to include 
the producer’s name and address. 

The bill provides opportuni-
ties for micro- and start-up 
businesses to meet the growing 
demand for locally produced 
foods in both rural and urban 

areas, Rodriguez said. 

Legal labor certification
Legislation by Capriglione 

would create a “Made in Texas” 
certification for businesses that 
use the E-verify system to make 
sure their employees are in the 
country legally. The bill would 
benefit small businesses because 
it rewards them for following the 
rules, he said.  

“If you’re a small-business 
owner, I think you’re being penal-
ized,” Capriglione said. “If you’re 
trying to keep to the rules [and] 
follow the laws, you’ll find that 
you’re paying these extra expenses 
and maybe some other business 
isn’t, and I think that’s unfair.” 

From 2010–11, Texas saw a

in female-owned businesses.

in minority-owned  
businesses and a

percent 
increase75
percent 
increase22

Small businesses account for

of all employers in the  
state, according to the SBA.

98.7 percent

of all Texas businesses 
have no employees.

83.1 percent

Sources: Texas Economic Development Division of the Office of Gov. Rick Perry, U.S. Census, U.S. Small Business Administration

Texas was home to some

in annual receipts that year.
in 2010, with $85 billion

1.9 million 
sole proprietors

Small-business owners

With a few 
exceptions,  

small business  
is defined by the 

U.S. Small Business 
Administration as any 
firm employing fewer 

than 500 people.

To follow specific bills 
written by lawmakers

Representatives:  
www.house.state.tx.us/members/
Senators: www.senate.state.tx.us/ 
75r/senate/members.htm

Offi ce: 281.367.7770
Cell: 281.703.6059
www.fl othewoodlands.com
Flonewman@remax.net

Re/Max Hall of Fame & Re/Max Lifetime Achievement Award

Educational Credentials: B.A., GRI, ABR, Associate Broker

Affl iated with ReMax-The Woodlands & Spring
(The TOP PRODUCING offi ce in Montgomery County)

Recognized by The Houston Business Journal as being ranked #10 out of over 
15,000 Houston area Realtors in number of closed transactions per year

Nationally ranked among the top 1% of agents nationwide since 1990
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Make your next move easy...
      Go with the !

WHETHER BUYING OR SELLING... WORK WITH AN AGENT COMMITTED TO REPRESENTING YOU!

Serving The Woodlands since 1974
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Family Practice
Sabari Sundarraj, MD  
33300 Egypt Lane
Suite A400 
Magnolia, TX 77354 
936-266-4440

Obstetrics & Gynecology
Sara Gibson, MD 
Terri Scott, MD 
Ferenc Markos, MD  
John Williams, DO
17198 St. Luke’s Way 
Suite 440  
The Woodlands, TX 77384 
936-266-2500

Orthopedic Surgery 
Clay Fisher, MD 
17450 St. Luke’s Way 
Suite 340  
The Woodlands TX 77384 
936-266-2650

Otolaryngology (ENT) 
Michael Briscoe, Jr., MD
17350 St. Luke’s Way 
Suite 310  
The Woodlands TX 77384 
936-266-2630

 Faithful, Loving Care®

StLukesWoodlandsDoctorGroup.com
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players. Ages 5–10. $17 (per contestant). 
Bear Branch Park, 5200 Research Forest 
Drive. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov 

19 Angelman Syndrome Walk
Angelman Syndrome Foundation 

Walk supports medical research, support, 
education and advocacy for families affected 
by Angelman Syndrome, a neurological 
disorder. Participants are encouraged 
to register early online. Donations 
recommended. 8 a.m. (on-site registration), 
9 a.m. (5K walk begins). Rob Fleming Park, 
6055 Creekside Forest Drive. 936-266-4085. 
www.angelman.org

19 Strikeout Diabetes
Strikeout Diabetes benefits the 

Junior Diabetes Research Foundation and 
features three games of 9-pin bowling. Knock 
down nine pins with the first ball and earn 
a strike. Each lane will feature five bowlers 
who are asked to raise at least $25 each. The 
event will include a live and silent auction, 
prizes, and drawings. Donations requested. 
Sponsorships available. 1–6 p.m. AMF The 
Woodlands, 27000 i-45 N.  
www.houston.jdrf.org

22 Watch Talk
Representatives from the 

Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office Crime 
Prevention Unit and Harris County Precinct 
4 Constable’s Office will be on hand to 
answer questions for residents of the 
village of Creekside Park. Topics include 
crime prevention tools, locks, lighting, 
and recognizing suspicious activity. Free. 
Noon–1 p.m. The Woodlands Township, 
2801 Technology Forest Blvd. 281-210-3884. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

25 through 26  
Memorial Day Celebration 

Celebrate Memorial Day weekend with free 
concerts, fireworks, food, fun and strolling 
entertainers as The Woodlands Convention & 
visitors Bureau hosts “Memorial Day in The 
Woodlands.” The event features live music 
from country and variety group Leannasauras 
Rex and the Rock-a-Fellas. Live acts on May 
26 include Josh Fuller and Dirt & Diesel and 
Nobody’s Fool. A fireworks show will follow 
each night’s live performances. Free. 6–9 

11 Emergency Preparedness
The Woodlands Township hosts a 

community-wide emergency preparedness 
event for residents and businesses. Learn 
what tools and plans you will need before an 
emergency occurs how to prepare for your 
family’s needs, including making a family 
communication plan. Participants can also 
find out where information will be available in 
The Woodlands before, during and after an 
emergency, and neighbors can work together. 
Free. 9 a.m.–noon. The Woodlands Township, 
2801 Technology Forest Blvd. 281-210-3884. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

11 Blood Drive
The Woodlands Harley Davidson is 

teaming up with the Gulf Coast Regional 
Blood Center for a blood drive. Appointments 
can be made online. Free to donate. 10 
a.m.–5 p.m. The Woodlands Harley Davidson, 
25545 i-45 N. 281-681-0099.  
www.giveblood.org

18 IronMan Texas
The World Triathlon Corporation 

presents the third annual ironMan Texas 
in The Woodlands. Athletes begin with 
a 2.4-mile swim in Lake Woodlands, 
followed by a 112-mile bike course 
through The Woodlands, Conroe and 
Montgomery, and a 26.2-mile run 
entirely in The Woodlands. The finish 
line is on Waterway Avenue. Registration 
for the event is closed, but the event 
offers several viewing areas, including 
at Northshore Park, along Woodlands 
Parkway, throughout Town Center and at 
the finish line. Free to attend. 6:30 a.m. 
(race begins). www.ironmantexas.com

18 Tennis Tournament 
The Woodlands Township’s tennis 

tournaments are designed for the beginner, 
intermediate and advanced tournament 
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Through 12 
Galveston’s Historic  
Homes Tour

Galveston’s showcase of historic homes and 
neighborhoods is back. The homes featured in 
this year’s tour are 1868 Christopher Schmidt 
House, 1885 Peter v. and Agnes Gengler 
House, 1886 Henry M. and Clara Lang 
House, 1886 Rosa McDonald Peete House, 
1887 Matilda Wehmeyer House and German 
American Kindergarten School, 1887 Samuel 
A. Cook Cottage, 1888 Joseph and Philomene 
Magna Cottage, 1888 Browning and Sarah 
Crowell House, 1889 George and Magnolia 
Sealy House and 1899 Samuel Levine House. 
10 a.m.–6 p.m. $15 (members) and $20 (non-
members) before May 3.  
www.galvestonhistory.org
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Worth the TRIP

WWW.AMERIGOS.COM
25250 GROGANS PARK DRIVE 

THE WOODLANDS, 77380

Bu
dd

e 
Rd

.

Grogan’s Park Dr.

Grogan’s Mill Rd.

Sawdust Rd.

281.362.0808

EXQUISITE 
PRIVATE 

DINING ROOMS

Call us to make your 
next event unforgettable

    May

09 TasteFest
The Greater Conroe/Lake Conroe 

Area Chamber of Commerce presents 
TasteFest, featuring dozens of local dining 
spots offering selections from their menus. 
Among the restaurants participating are 
Crescent Moon, Dickey’s Barbecue Pit, 
Freebirds, Margarita’s Mexican Restaurant, 
Buffalo Wild Wings, and Joe’s Pizzas and 
Subs. $15 (adults), $5 (children 12 and 
under). 5–8 p.m. Lone Star Convention 
Center, 9055 Airport Road, Conroe.  
936-756-6644. www.conroe.org

09 Walt Whitman’s Birthday 
Celebration

The Montgomery County Literary Arts 
Council celebrates famed poet Walt 
Whitman’s birthday as regional poets read 
and discuss Whitman’s famous poems. Free. 
3–4 p.m. Lone Star College-Montgomery, 
3200 College Park Drive, Bldg. F.  
www.lonestar.edu

09 Ladies Night Out
Montgomery County youth 

Services hosts its 15th annual Ladies Night 
Out. This year’s event theme is “Out of This 
World,” and features dinner and live music 
by The Space Rockers. Money raised will 
benefit Montgomery County youth Services. 
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel and 
Convention Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive. 
$150. 6:30–11 p.m. 936-522-8839.  
www.mcyslno.com

10 Go red Luncheon
The American Heart Association 

hosts its annual Montgomery County Go 
Red Luncheon, with proceeds benefiting 
programs and research to help end heart 
disease in women. The event includes lunch 
and a presentation by a keynote speaker. 
$100. 10 a.m.–1 p.m. The Woodlands 
Waterway Marriott Hotel and Convention 
Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive.  
713-610-5000. www.heart.org

10 Mimosas in May
The Montgomery County Performing 

Arts Society hosts Mimosas in May, a style 
show and luncheon. The event includes lunch 
and shopping, and funds raised benefit The 
Montgomery County Performing Arts Society. 
11:30 a.m. Walden yacht Club, 13101 
Melville Drive, Montgomery. 936-7609-2787. 
www.mcps.org

11 Mud run
Montgomery County Habitat for 

Humanity hosts a 5K and 10K Fun Mud 
Run with proceeds benefiting Habitat for 
Humanity. The event features a 5K or 10K run 
through a muddy obstacle course, as well as 
live entertainment, food and beverages. The 
course is designed for ages 13 and up and 
for all ability levels. There is also a 1K mini-
mudder run for kids 7–12. Event grounds will 
include a wash-off area and changing station. 
Creekside Edge ATv Park, 13580 Hwy. 59, 
Splendora. $55 (adults), $25 (kids). 7:30 a.m. 
(10K start), 8:30 a.m. (5K start), 11:30 a.m. 
(1K start). 936-441-4663. www.hfhmctx.org
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Dosey Doe                                        
The Big Barn, 25911 i-45 N.,  
The Woodlands • 281-367-3774  
www.doseydoescoffeeshop.com
May
 09  Air Supply, 8:30 p.m.
 10  Deryl Dodd, 8:30 p.m.
 11  David Knopfler, 8:30 p.m.
 15  Joan Osborne, 8 p.m.
 16  Ben Taylor, 8:30 p.m.
 17   Connie Mims, 8:30 p.m.
 18   Acoustic Alchemy, 8:30 p.m.
 19   Pure Prairie League, 7:30 p.m.
 21   Willy and Cody Braun, 8 p.m.
 22   Elenowen, 8 p.m.
 23  Little River Band, 8:30 p.m.
 24  Little River Band, 8:30 p.m.
 25  The BoDeans, 8:30 p.m.
 31  Peter Tork, 8:30 p.m.
June
 04   Cory Morrow, 8 p.m.
 06   10,000 Maniacs, 8:30 p.m.
 07   John Michael Montgomery, 8:30 p.m.
 09  Ruthie Foster, 7:30 p.m.
 12  Sarah Jarosz, 8 p.m.
 13   Hugh Masekela, 8:30 p.m.

Dosey Doe
Music Cafe, 463 FM 1488 
Conroe • 936-271-2171  
www.doseydoescoffeeshop.com
May
 9   David Wilcox, 8:30 p.m.
 10   Carrie Rodriguez, 8:30 p.m.
 11   Zane Williams, 8:30 p.m.
 16   Mark Jones & 20 Paces, 8:30 p.m.
 17   Six Market Blvd., 8:30 p.m.
 18   Terri Hendrix, 8:30 p.m.
 23   Kevin Black, 8:30 p.m.
 24   Lincoln Durham, 8:30 p.m.
 25   Thom Shepherd, 8:30 p.m.
 27   “The Filling Station,” with Bryan 
   White, 7 p.m.
 30   Ryan Beaver, 8:30 p.m.
 31   Bob Schneider, 8:30 p.m.
June
 07  Birds of Chicago, 8:30 p.m.
 08  Jason Cassidy, 8:30 p.m.
 09  Hamilton Loomis, 8:30 p.m.
 10   Carrie Rodriguez, 8:30 p.m.

The Cynthia Woods  
Mitchell Pavilion
2005 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org
May
 10  Maestro Graf’s Farewell Concert, 8 p.m.
 11  KSBJ’s 30th Anniversary Show, 5 p.m.
 17  Dave Matthews Band, 7 p.m.
 19  Barry Manilow, 8 p.m.

 24  “La Boheme,” with the Houston Grand  
   Opera, 8 p.m.
 25  Boni’s “And the Oscar Goes To,” 6 p.m.
 26  Boni’s “And the Oscar Goes To,” 6 p.m.
June 
 08  The Music of Michael Jackson with  
   the Houston Symphony, 8 p.m.
 12  Mumford and Sons, 7 p.m.
 14  Texas Music Festival Orchestra, 8 p.m. 
 15  The Earth - An HD Odyssey, with the  
   Houston Symphony, 8 p.m. 
 22  Pitbull and Ke$ha, 7:30 p.m. 
 28  Big Time Rush and victoria Justice,   
   7 p.m. 
July
 03  Star Spangled Salute with the  
   Houston Symphony, 8 p.m. 
 11  Lynyrd Skynyrd and Bad Company  
   with Black Stone Cherry, 7 p.m. 
 12  John Mayer with Phillip Phillips,  
   7:30 p.m. 
 16  Bugs Bunny at the Symphony ii with  
   the Houston Symphony, 8:30 p.m. 
 19  Kid Rock with Uncle Kracker, 7:30 p.m. 

Waterway Nights
31 Waterway Square Place
The Woodlands • 281-363-2447
www.thewoodlandscvb.com
June
 01  Dr. Zog (Cajun zydeco) 6 p.m.
 08  Daryl Bullinger (Country) 6 p.m.
 15  Jazz Avenue (Jazz) 6 p.m.
 22  Level One Band (Pop/variety) 6 p.m.

Market Street Spring Concert Series
9595 Six Pines Drive
The Woodlands • 281-419-4774
www.marketstreet-thewoodlands.com
May 
 09  David Caceres
 16  Joseph vincelli
 23  The Brew
 30  Fab 5
June
 06  Hamilton Loomis

Crescent Moon
440 Rayford Road
Spring • 281-364-9463
www.crescentmoonwinebar.com
May
 10  Grateful Geezers, 9 p.m.
 11  Morgan McKay, 9 p.m.
 15  ReSOULution Trio, 7 p.m.
 16  Salsa Night, 7 p.m.
 17  Next Level, 8:30 p.m.
 18  velvet Punch, 8:30 p.m.
 22  Dan Golvach, 7 p.m.
 23  Salsa Night, 7 p.m.
 24  Grateful Geezers, 9 p.m.
 25  Buck yeager Band, 8:30 p.m.
 29  ReSOULution Trio, 7 p.m.
 30  Salsa Night, 7 p.m.
 31  Johnny and the Spinsations, 8:30 p.m.

Dave Matthews Band returns to 
the Pavilion May 17. 

Find more or submit The Woodlands  
events at www.impactnews.com/
wdl-calendar. 

To have The Woodlands events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Featured 
              LIvE mUSIC

May 10 issue  IMPACT 2.375 x 12.25”

www.woodlandscenter.org
281-363-3300

May 24
8 p.m. / Gates at 7 p.m. 
An impetuous love, the romance 
of Paris, and the pain of regret all 
unfold in “La bohème,” one of the 
greatest love stories of all time. Four 
of the most talented young singers 
in America, perform in this special 
presentation, along with Houston 
Grand Opera’s renowned chorus  
and orchestra.

$20 orchestra seating 
FREE mezzanine and 
lawn seating courtesy of
The Wortham Foundation

Houston sympHony

The 
Music of
Michael
Jackson
Brent Havens, conductor
James Delisco, vocalist

June 8
8 p.m. / Gates at 7 p.m. 
the music of michael Jackson takes 
you through each era of this storied 
performer’s career. 

$20 orchestra seating
FREE mezzanine and lawn 
seating courtesy of Insperity and 
Woodforest National Bank.

  Houston Grand opera 

“La bohème”

tickets can be purchased at The 
Pavilion Box Office, all Ticketmaster 
outlets, by calling 800-745-3000 or 
online at www.ticketmaster.com. 

p.m. Waterway Square, 31 Waterway Ave. 
281-363-2447.  
www.thewoodalndscvb.com

29 Healing Concert
The Woodlands Family Church and 

the Sam Houston State University music 
program partner for the inaugural Healing 
Concert, an event benefiting SAAFE House 
in Huntsville. The event features healing 
testimonials and live music performed by 
the SHSU music program. Free (donations 
encouraged). 6 p.m. WoodsEdge Community 
Church, 25333 Gosling Road. 936-447-0609.

   

    June

03 through 9 
Wine and Food Week

Wine & Food Week features events with 
more than 500 wines, 50 restaurants, 
culinary personalities, a collection of craft 
beers, food judging, chef demonstrations, 
and live and silent auctions. Among the 
featured guests include Food Network 
personality Emily Ellyn and “Wine Wizard” 
Tim Hanni. Events include the June 6 
Wine Walk at Market Street, 9595 Six 
Pines Drive; Sips, Suds and Sliders on 
June 7 and The Wine Rendezvous Grand 
Tasting on June 8 at The Woodlands 
Waterway Marriott Hotel and Convention 
Center. 713-557-5732.  
www.wineandfoodweek.com 

07 Pools open
The 14 swimming pools 

throughout The Woodlands open for 
daily use. Season passes for $40 allow 
Woodlands residents access to all 14 
pools all summer. Each pool is closed one 
day per week for maintenance. visit The 
Woodlands Township’s website for pool 
locations and closures. 281-290-3950. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

08 British Bazaar
The Friendship Center presents 

a British Bazaar benefiting the Meals On 
Wheels program. The event features family 
games, a British bake sale, a tea room 
and autograph session with a Houston 
Dynamo player. Free. 10 a.m.–3 p.m. South 
Montgomery County Community Center, 
2235 Lake Robbins Drive.  
281-292-6353. www.thefriendshipcenter.com

Compiled by Matt Stephens and Brian Walzel
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Your Personal  
Assets Get  

Our Personal  
Attention.

At First Victoria, keeping pace with your 
personal and professional banking  

needs is what we’re all about. That’s why  
our Wealth Management Services and 

PrivateBankers offer a unique and  
different brand of banking. Enjoy access  

to services ranging from the most routine  
banking needs to more complex investment,  

trust and insurance products1. 

To learn more about how we can create  
an “out of the box” solution for you,  

stop by our newest banking center  
at 1430 Research Forest Drive.

Tanya Castro   t Sr. Vice President 
Trust & Investments  
281.599.6039 

Jeannie Jennings  t Vice President  
PrivateBanking/Wealth Management
832.663.4507

Heidi Carney  t Vice President  
PrivateBanking/Wealth Management
832.663.4506

1Securities offered through Cetera Investment Services LLC, 
member FINRA/SIPC. Investments are: • Not FDIC/NCUSIF 
insured • May lose value • Not financial institution guaranteed 
• Not a deposit • Not insured by any federal government agency. 
Cetera is not affiliated with First Victoria Bank.

2013

The Woodlands - Research Forest
1430 Research Forest Dr.   
The Woodlands

facebook.com/FirstVictoria twitter.com/FirstVictoria

www.firstvictoria.com

936-447-2800 · WoodforestTx.com
Homes from the $180s to $1 Million+

Coventry Homes
Darling Homes

DR Horton
Highland Homes

Huntington Homes
Jeff Paul Custom Homes

Lennar Homes
Mary Ross Custom Homes

Newmark Homes 
Partners in Building

Perry Homes
Ryland Homes

Sullivan Signature Homes
Tom Cox Jr. Custom Homes

Village Builders

When it comes to master-planned communities in Montgomery County, 
Woodforest has something for everyone. With a 27-hole golf course for 
mom and dad. Parks, playgrounds and a splash park for the kids. Miles

of hike and bike trails for the whole family. And shopping, dining,
entertainment and recreational activities - all just minutes away.

Woodforest has a beautiful array of new homes priced to suit every 
lifestyle. You’ll find patio homes, homes with golf-course and lake 

views, and amenity-filled custom homes on up to one-acre homesites.  
Woodforest – The breath of fresh air you’ve been looking for.

Where life Grows.

f

*Based on the number of new home sales in 2012, Metrostudy and RCLCO. As with any 
financial decision, buyers are encouraged t    o do their own due diligence when selecting a home 
builder. Woodforest makes no representation or warranties on the quality of the homebuilders. 
Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. Realtors Welcome. 5/13

Ranked 7th in Houston
and among the nation’s 20
top-selling master-planned 

communities*

Forest Island
Swim Complex Opening

SUMMER 2013!



The Woodlands Edition • May 2013 fEaturEs  23

Lucky Cafe
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Creek Dr.

Glen Loch Dr. 

Owners Jorge (left) and Sergio Martinez (right). Stir-fry chicken is a Lucky’s Cafe specialty.

Lucky Cafe
Diner features fresh Vietnamese cuisine

T ucked among established neigh-
borhoods in the Village of Pan-
ther Creek in a small, older strip 

of shops, Lucky Cafe has been serving 
healthy, affordable Vietnamese cuisine to 
regulars for seven years.

“The food is very healthy and fresh,” 
said Sergio Martinez, who bought Lucky 
Cafe two and a half years ago. “That’s why 
people like it. We get a lot of regulars.”

The restaurant’s menu is filled with 
nutritious options, such as Pho, a rice 
noodle soup with beef or chicken broth 
and a choice of meat. The soup is served 
with a plate of bean sprouts, cilantro, 
basil, jalapeno and limes that can be 
added for extra flavor. Pho is one of the 
most popular menu items. 

The restaurant’s spring rolls are another 
favorite among customers, filled with 
pork, shrimp and fresh vegetables and 
served with peanut sauce. Another menu 
item favorite is the Tom Luc lac, stir-fried 
shrimp with bell peppers, garlic and 
onions and served with fried rice. 

Lucky Cafe, located next to Glen Loch 
Elementary and down the street from 
McCullough Junior High School, offers 
neighbors a restaurant that is quiet, clean 
and low-key.

Martinez’ brother, Jorge Martinez, helps 
him run the small restaurant by working 
as a server and cashier. 

“We get a lot of runners and the lunch 

crowd from offices,” said Jorge Martinez. 
“Most of our customers are regulars. We 
try to memorize their orders.”

Lucky Cafe serves large portions, often 
loaded with vegetables. The restaurant fea-
tures an extensive list of vegetarian menu 
items, including garlic tofu, vegetarian 
fried rice and vegetarian noodle soup.

“This is a really good option for vegetar-
ian people,” Jorge Martinez said.

Sergio Martinez bought the restaurant 
from Maih Danh, who has worked as the 
cook at Lucky Cafe since the restaurant 
opened. Danh taught the Martinez broth-
ers about the food there.

“We’re really close with her,” Jorge said 
of Danh. “We even call her Mama.”

Sergio, who has worked in the restau-
rant business for 12 years, was looking to 
buy his first restaurant when he happened 
upon Lucky Cafe and discovered it was for 
sale. He originally planned to purchase a 
Mexican restaurant, but he changed his 
mind after eating at Lucky Cafe. The res-
taurant, which has had three owners, was 
named after the first owner’s daughter. 

“Business is going well,” Sergio said. 
“We’re getting a lot of new customers and 
a lot of regulars from the neighborhood.”

He said he is hoping to open another 
Vietnamese restaurant in the area.

“We are thinking of expanding in The 
Woodlands,” he said. “We like the people 
here. It’s a good place to own a business.”

DINING

27120 Glen Loch Drive
The Woodlands • 281-298-2211
Hours: Mon.–Sat.: 11 a.m.–9 p.m.
Closed Sundays

Customer favorites
• Tom Luc lac – stir-fried shrimp cooked 

with bell peppers, onions and garlic and 
served with fried rice ($8.95)

• Pho – Rice noodle soup in beef or chick-
en broth with choice of meat ($6.95)

• Spring rolls – filled with pork, shrimp 
and fresh vegetables and served with 
peanut sauce ($2.99)

• Char-grilled lemon-grass chicken – 
served with fresh vegetables and rice 
($6.95)

• Won Ton soup – with egg noodles 
($6.95)

• Stir-fried flat noodles – with seafood 
($7.95)

Customer comments
“it has the best spring rolls ever. it’s not 
expensive and it’s really good. For the 
price, it’s a bargain.” -Connally Wilkins

“We come here once or twice a week. 
it’s a nice, quiet place.”  - Lauri Diamond

“it has a great atmosphere, easy going 
and laid back. And it’s very practical – 
the price is right.” - Tom Diamond

By Tamra Santana
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Lucky Cafe, located on Glen Loch Drive in the Village of Panther Creek, serves authentic Vietnamese cui-
sine, such as Pho, a customer favorite. The dish features rice noodles with broth and a choice of meat.

For Hours & Ticket Info Visit:

MainStreetAmerica.com12 Showcase Homes are open daily! 18750 I-45 N.  Just North of FM 1960

Monday, May 27th
Memorial Day

- contests
- great barbecue 
- kids activities

& featuring the 

Texas Honor Ride 

- prizes 
- beer 
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Picket Fences
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Picket Fences’ floral designer collaborates with customers to create the ideal arrangement. 
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Picket Fences
Homegrown shop offers home décor, gifts

Traversing every crevice of Picket Fences 
feels like stepping into the mind of an 
interior decorator, jumping from each 
cleverly designed room or setting to the 
next. Whether customers have a soft spot 
for owls, hope to buy a new dining table or 
just looking for some tips to design their 
bedroom, Picket Fences can help. 

Owner Lisa Thompson decided to open 
the store more than a decade ago to help 
pay for her children’s college education. 
Thompson said she has always had a 
knack for design, even doing floral design 
out of her home in the years before open-
ing the shop. 

“Anything that involves working with my 
hands—I’ve just always enjoyed doing,” she 
said. “That’s how it started. I’ve always been 
interested in arts and crafts.”

Picket Fences was established in 
Oak Ridge North in 2001, occupying 
a 6,000-square-foot space near Flip’s 
Gymnastics on Robinson Road. Thomp-
son focused primarily on creating silk 
florals before evolving her business into 
a home accessories shop. After five years, 
Thompson’s vision for the store grew as she 
realized she needed larger space. The shop 
moved to its current 11,000-square-foot 
space in Shenandoah in 2006, where it was 
then able to offer new wares, including 
furniture, bedding and outdoor furniture. 

“We were really able to put the whole 
picture together that way,” she said. 

In addition to home décor, accent 
furniture and floral design, the store offers 
gift options, such as candles, jewelry and 
frames. The store has also grown to include 
a baby section with décor and gifts. 

Picket Fences sells special seasonal items 
as well, Thompson said. With Christmas 
being the strongest season for the business, 
Thompson said, the shop offers Christmas 
decorating items and ideas, as well as seven 
or eight themed trees every year. She said 
other holidays also receive attention and 
the store’s themes change seasonally. 

Thompson touted the store’s variety and 
customer service, but she believes Picket 
Fences’ eye for decoration sets it apart. 

“We give [customers] ideas in the store 
with our decorating in our display,” she 
said. “We try to use our display to direct 
them and give them ideas to pull things 
together.”

The design elements of Picket Fences 
extend to the floral department, run by flo-
ral designer Sandy Whyte, who has worked 
with Thompson since the store opened. 
Whyte often visits a customer’s home to 
design arrangements and she collaborates 
with her customers.  

Whyte praised Thompson’s entrepre-
neurial vision and risks she has taken. 

“It’s the epitome of a success story,” she 
said. “We forget how beautiful this store is, 
but when I take a step back and really look 
at it, it really is [beautiful].”

BuSINESS

19193 i-45 S.  
Shenandoah • 281-465-4144
www.picketfencesdecor.com 

Picket Fences gift ideas
• Candles – Candles are the store’s No. 1 

gift seller, as Picket Fences offers dozens 
of candle options from 15 different candle 
makers. 

• Bags – Whether it’s Consuela tote bags 
or vera Bradley bags, Picket Fences sells 
several distinctive purse options. 

• Jewelry – Picket Fences offers dozens 
of designs of earrings, bracelets, and 
necklaces, including Waxing Poetic pieces, 
which customers can get personalized. 

• Accent furniture – Whether its a head-
board, dining table or armoire, Picket Fenc-
es has several custom furniture options to 
make any room stand out. 

• Custom floral arrangements – With its 
own floral designer on staff, Picket Fences 
works with customers to make the right ar-
rangement for the right room or occasion. 

• Frames – Ranging in sizes, colors and de-
signs, Picket Fences has frames to fit most 
photographs and room placements. 

By Matt Stephens

Lisa Thompson opened Picket Fences in 2001 to 
pay for her children’s college education. 

Whether it’s owls, bunnies or cats, Picket Fences 
offers decor options for animal lovers. 

The shop features numerous bag designs from 
brand names such as Vera Bradley. 

Picket Fences offers a variety of home decor and 
gift ideas, including picture frames. 

Picket Fences’ gift options include soaps, candles 
and handbags. 

abercrombiecpa.com
Accounting • Audit • Business Planning • Consulting • Operational Effectiveness & Financing • Governance & Reporting 
Managing Risk • IFRS • Employee Benefi t Planning • Tax & Transactional Services • Wealth Management & Preservation

281.440.5740
HOUSTON & THE WOODLANDS

 Experience    Structure    Stability
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS & CONSULTANTS

Business Solutions 
Delivered With Unique

45

    Research Forest Dr.         Tamina Rd. 
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Pictures & Colors For Illustration Only...  1)0% APR w/Approved Credit, 72 Months Financing, $0 Down + TT&L, $13.89 Per Month Per Thousand Financed. 2) 39 Mo. Closed End Lease... $0 Down + TT&L  Due at Lease 
Inception, Cash or Trade.  Security Deposit Waived w/Approved Credit. All) Prices + TT&L. Only One Ad Unit Per Family.  The Buick Emblem and GMC are Registered Trademarks of General Motors. 

Sale Price $27,977 Less $4000 Factory Rebate

NEW 2013              

YUKON

11300 1960 WESTbeckandmastengm.com 1-832-604-4477
Sale Price $33,923 Less $1000 Rebate

  $32,923NEW 2013              

ENCLAVE
BUICK

2 
AT THIS 
PRICE!

2 
AT THIS 
PRICE!$299 Mo $0Down 2

Only 25 Minutes  from 
The Woodlands

Take the back way!
  $23,977
4DR TX EDITION

NEW 2013            

ACADIA
NEW 2013              

Sale Price $29,921 Less $1000 Factory Rebate Sale Price $23,733 Less $500 Factory Rebate
TERRAIN

NEW 2013                $23,233

2 
AT THIS 
PRICE!2 

AT THIS 
PRICE!

$369 Mo $0Down 2
$269 Mo $0Down 2

$199 Mo $0Down 2

2 
AT THIS 
PRICE!

• 5.3L   • 20” CHROME   
• AM/FM CD PLAYER

• KEYLESS ENTRY  • XM 
RADIO • CHROME GRILL 

• CHROME MIRRORS
• TINT • POWER WINDOWS  
• POWER LOCKS • CRUISE

  $28,921   $10,000
SAVINGS OFF MSRP

Savings Include: $2000 Rebate, $8000 Discount Off MSRP.

$464 Mo $0Down 2

BECK.13044.10x2.94.IMPACT.May.indd   1 5/3/2013   9:03:21 AM
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Dick Milstead established Milstead Automotive 42 years ago. Amy Milstead serves as president.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

B
ri

an
 W

al
ze

l

Milstead Automotive
Family drives 40-plus years of service

T he odds are, most people living in 
the South Montgomery County 
community have, at some point, 

needed the services of Milstead Automo-
tive. Whether it be needing a tow for a 
stalled vehicle, a repair for an engine part, 
an oil change or just an inspection sticker, 
local residents have consistently turned to 
Milstead for more than 40 years.

What began as a two-bay auto repair 
shop in 1971 has since grown to more 
than 30 acres accommodating more than 
30 bays and a full line of auto repair ser-
vices. Although the company was estab-
lished 42 years ago, Milstead Automotive 
really has its roots in Franklin.

That was where 8-year-old Dick Mil-
stead first learned about automotive repair 
at his parents’ farm home. 

“My father has always been a mechanic 
since he was a young boy,” said Amy Mil-
stead, president of Milstead Automotive. 
“It’s been his gift.”

Amy was the only daughter of seven 
children. However, despite being the only 
girl, she took an early interest in the com-
pany business. 

“My dad wasn’t easy on us,” she said. 
“I was pushing a broom in the shop. At 
13 years old I was answering phones and 
dispatching tow trucks.”

After taking over the day-to-day 
operations of the business, Amy looked 
to update the image of the common view 

of an auto repair shop, keep up to speed 
with modern advances in the automotive 
industry and become a leader in the com-
munity. 

“I wanted Milstead to be different,” she 
said. “I wanted us to be set aside from 
other auto shops.”

Amy set about ensuring the facil-
ity was clean, from the repair bays to 
the spotless floors in the waiting room. 
In addition, automotive technicians 
undergo continuous training in advances 
in auto repair.

“Our technicians are constantly going 
to classes to upgrade their skills,” she said. 
“What you got away with 10 years ago, 
you can’t get away with now.”

Although Milstead Automotive has 
become the go-to spot for auto repair in 
South County, Amy has worked to ensure 
the company is much more than just 
repairing and towing vehicles. 

Each year, Milstead Automotive donates 
more than $15,000 to local charitable 
organizations. The company is a member 
of the Montgomery County Bar Owners 
Alliance and helped establish the “Last 
Call” program. Amy was also recently 
named chairwoman of The Woodlands 
Area Chamber of Commerce.

“We like to take pride in that we’re not 
just a towing business,” she said. “We 
don’t want to just be there when people 
have an accident.”

BuSINESS

29707 W. Hawthorne Drive 
Spring • 281-367-3535
www.milsteadautomotive.com

Services offered
• Transmission repair
• Oil changes
• Engine repair and preventative mainte-

nance
• Radiator and cooling systems
• Diesel engine repair
• Steering, front end and suspension
• State inspections
• Air conditioning and heating
• Welding and fabrication
• Trailer and hydraulic repair
• Auto detailing

Milstead mechanics use a variety of tools.

The vehicle bays at Milstead Automotive allow 
mechanics to work on dozens of vehicles.

Mechanics at Milstead Automotive have often 
worked for the company for several years.

under the Hood

By Brian Walzel

1
technician in 

the Automotive 
Hall of Fame

60
tow trucks

150 Milstead Automotive 
employees

2
vehicle bays 

when Milstead 
opened

30+
vehicle bays 

today

30
acres

Business 
occupies
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Frances and John Planchard know Oak 
Ridge North like few others know their 
community. The Planchards have lived 
in the city for a combined 76 years, have 
decades of service on the City Council 
and other committees, have three chil-
dren who grew up there and the couple 
even met in Oak Ridge North, where 
they have been married for nine years. 

“I like the smallness of it,” Frances 
Planchard said of Oak Ridge North. 
“It makes you feel like you’re in a small 
town instead of being engulfed by a 
whole bunch of people.”

John moved to Oak Ridge North in 
1971, while Frances relocated in 1979. 
Her daughter, Kelly Vader, still lives in 
the city, and the couple have two grand-
children who live nearby. While the 
Planchards own a couple of businesses in 
Montgomery County—Oak Ridge Farms 
nursery in Montgomery and Pallotta’s 
Mexican Grille on Rayford Road—per-
haps their greatest passion is serving the 
community where they live. 

John’s first foray into community 
involvement was serving on the finance 
committee for the South Montgomery 
County Volunteer Fire Department in 
the 1970s. He later served on boards for 
the Oak Ridge Municipal Utility District 
prior to the city’s incorporation in 1979, 
at which point he ran for and was elected 
on Oak Ridge North’s first City Council. 

He recalls holding the first council 
meeting at Clayton’s—the site that Food 
Basket currently occupies—which was 
managed by then-Mayor Bud Roesler. 
After serving multiple terms, he retired 
from the council before becoming 
involved in the landscaping and con-
struction of Marilyn Edgar Park two 
years later. 

Soon after, he served his only term as 
mayor from 1986-1988. Since that time, 
John has served on other boards, includ-
ing Drainage District No. 6 and 15 years 
on the Economic Development Corpora-
tion Board, its longest serving member. 

“I really like to make a contribution,” 
he said. “I always said, I was in the Army, 
that I gave two years of my life to my 
country, and now I’m giving all of my 
time to my community to make it a bet-
ter place to live.”

When he was not out serving the com-
munity, John was working. He is now in 
his 33rd year with the Mitchell Family 
Corporation. 

Frances, meanwhile, retired as a school 
teacher in 2000. She taught business at 
McCullough High School from 1976 
until 1988 and then taught at Oak Ridge 
High School until her retirement. 

Frances said she developed an interest 
in serving on City Council after attend-
ing meetings and getting involved in key 
issues. She was elected to the council 
in 2010 and will soon begin her second 
term. 

“I’d like to see more people come to 
council so that they would know what 
was really going on in the city,” she said. 
“That’s how I got involved was com-
ing to the council meetings to see what 
was really going on. And I think that’s 
important.”

John praised his wife’s work since she 
was first elected, including the strides 
the current council has made in repair-
ing the aging infrastructure and the 
planned installation of the new water 
storage tanks. 

“It’s amazing what a good job she’s 
done,” he said. “She’s really taken to this 
and really enjoys it.”

Frances and  
John Planchard

PEOPLE

By Matt Stephens
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Frances and John Planchard have each served on the Oak Ridge North City Council.

With decades of experience on the Oak Ridge North City Council and various boards and 
committees, John and Frances Planchard have been involved in some of the most important 
decisions in the city’s history. These are among the most significant:

Incorporation – John served with the Oak Ridge North Municipal Utility District in the 1970s 
and served on the first City Council when the city decided to incorporate in 1978. 

Public Works Department – in becoming a city, Oak Ridge North had to take on several 
responsibilities, including water, sewer and other services provided by the MUD. John helped 
guide the foundation of the city’s public works department. 

Police Department – Oak Ridge North originally contracted with the Montgomery County 
Sheriff’s Office. Upon incorporation, John helped form the city’s police department. 

Marilyn Edgar Park – After serving for several years on the City Council, including Mayor 
for two years, John retired for two years before becoming involved in the landscaping and 
construction of Marilyn Edgar Park, the city’s largest and most prominent park. 

Infrastructure improvements – When Frances was voted onto the City Council in 2010, 
she became part of a council that has made significant decisions. Among those are the 
renovations to the city’s water and sewer systems, which are more than 40 years old and are 
experiencing a major overhaul.

Water storage – As part of City Council, Frances also recently voted to approve the 
replacement of the city’s water storage tanks. The city broke ground April 11 on the water 
plant construction, a $1.8 million project that will replace the city’s old tanks with 32-foot 
water storage tanks. 

Comprehensive Plan – Both Planchards have been instrumental in the guidance of the 
city’s comprehensive plan, which will guide the city’s future in areas such as transportation, 
economic development, infrastructure, and parks and pathways. Frances will be part of a 
City Council vote to approve the comprehensive plan initiatives as early as May, while John 
served on the Comprehensive Plan Advisory Committee.

Major decisions in Oak ridge North

Couple integral to Oak Ridge North’s history

“We don’t want to be the biggest, we would much rather be the best.” •“We don’t want to be the biggest, we would much rather be the best.” •“We don’t want to be the biggest, we would much rather be the best.”                                            

Remember, it pays to 
work with a professional!

CALL
281.766.4352

Land  • Industrial  • Office  • Retail
Commercial Brokerage Services:

8505 Technology Forest Place 
Ste 501 • The Woodlands, TX 77381

TheCommercialProfessionals.com                               
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Ed Emmett
Harris County Judge
By Shawn Arrajj

Coffee with Impact is a quarterly forum featuring leaders in various sectors who are 
making a difference in the Houston area and beyond.

As Harris County judge, Ed Emmett serves more than 4 million residents across 
1,700 square miles. Unlike the title suggests, the Harris County Judge is an executive 
position, as opposed to a judicial one. The term “judge” is used because the position 
requires Emmett to preside over the Harris County Commissioners Court.

In addition to working with county commissioners to lead the county, the county 
judge is also the director of the Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Manage-
ment for the county. Other duties include handling administrative hearings, such as 
beer and wine license protests, and communicating county plans to the public through 
the media.

Through his career, Emmett has served in the Texas House of Representatives for 
East Harris County and as the Interstate Commerce commissioner under former Presi-
dent George H. W. Bush. He became the Harris County Judge in March 2007.

What do you believe to be the most 
pressing issues for harris County 
over the next three to five years?

Transportation, without a doubt. When I 
say transportation, I don’t mean just high-
ways, although that is the biggest piece of 
it. The reason Texas is so strong right now 
is because we have had a transportation 
system. If you don’t have the infrastructure 
to move freight, the economy is going to 
become stagnant. We are perfectly posi-
tioned to be the gateway of North America. 
Global commerce is going to continue to 
grow, but those ships aren’t going to come 
here if we can’t move the freight out of the 
port. If you look at the Port of Houston, 
it’s in the wrong place, but we can’t do 
anything about that. 

Health care is the No. 2 issue. The Har-
ris County Hospital District is responsible 
for providing indigent health care. People 
can argue all the want about the Afford-
able Care Act, but the truth is, the same 
poor people are going to get sick and 
they’re going to require health care. Right 
now, their main option is to go to the 
emergency room. That’s just not the right 
way to do it. We need to not be spending 
money on bricks and mortar. We need 
to be spending money on neighborhood 
clinics, maybe even rental space. 

how often do you collaborate with 
commissioners in other counties 
and what is that relationship like?

In Montgomery County, Hwy. 249 is 
clearly being coordinated between Com-
missioner [Jack] Cagle and the folks with 
Montgomery County and TxDOT. It 
doesn’t make any sense for us to just go to 
the county line and stop. With the Exxon-
Mobil facility, [Holzwarth Road] was never 
anticipated as going straight through, but 
when you look at a map you can see we 
need to do something with Holzwarth, so 
that’s in the works.

Do you think communities ever get 
to the point where unincorporated 
areas will need to think about 
incorporation?

It’s a possibility. Years ago, the City of 
Houston did annexations down all of the 
major highways and that put all these 
areas in the extra-territorial jurisdiction 
of Houston. If you want to incorporate, 
Houston has the first right to annex you. 
That’s what happened to Kingwood. 

If some area wanted to incorporate, 
that would force Houston’s hand. Many 
people in The Woodlands thought the 
deal that Sen. [Tommy] Williams and 
Mayor [Bill] White worked out would lead 

to incorporation and they would become 
a city. But what I’m hearing is that people 
are beginning to see that their taxes 
would be higher if they incorporated. It’s 
my impression that that’s not going to 
happen any time soon.

What are some of the factors 
contributing to what some are 
calling a new Energy Corridor 
developing in North harris County/
Southern montgomery County?

The biggest factor is the Grand Park-
way. Back in the mid-1980s, I was the 
state representative who offered the bill to 
create the Grand Parkway. The idea of the 
Grand Parkway was that it would be built 
on right-of-way land donated, which is 
why the Grand Parkway Association was 
created. 

The State of Texas can’t give any land 
back to  a private citizen. If a developer 
donates land to TxDOT and TxDOT 
decides not to build a highway, they 
couldn’t give the land back. The GPA 
became the holding entity.

In the legislative session in 2007 we 
negotiated the senate bill that allowed 
Harris County to take over responsibil-
ity for the Grand Parkway. ExxonMobil 
wanted assurance that the Grand Parkway 

was going to be built. We decided it 
would be better to give the project back to 
TxDOT. Even though I think the county 
judge is a powerful position, the chairman 
of Exxon is probably going to want to talk 
to the governor more than the county 
judge. Once TxDOT made the commit-
ment to build it, that just opened up that 
whole area. I think you’re going to see 
development all the way around. Whether 
it’s called a new energy corridor or new 
biomedical corridor remains to be seen.

With limited funding from TxDOT 
and voters hesitant to approve 
road bonds, what other avenues do 
counties have to find funding for 
transportation projects?

In our case we’ve got the toll road 
authority. That’s about our only option. 
We can always raise the property tax for 
transportation projects, but in our case, 
we’d be much more likely to use HCTRA. 
But we’re limited even there. 

We have over $3 billion in debt right 
now, but according to various reports that 
are being done nationally, HCTRA is the 
model when it comes to financial stabil-
ity compared to, for example, the North 
Texas Toll Authority, which is in dire 
straits. 

COFFEE WITH IMPACT
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Harris County Judge Ed Emmett talks with Community Impact Houston publisher Jason Culpepper.
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W ith the 65 and up population 
among the fastest growing in 
the United States according to 

the U.S. Census Bureau, more commu-
nity services are being required to serve 
that aging population.  
   One of those services locally is The 
Friendship Center, which provides trans-
portation services and sponsors the Meals 
on Wheels program for Montgomery 
County.

“Those are the programs where we are 
seeing an ever-increasing demand,” said 
Anna Claire Croghan, executive direc-
tor of The Friendship Center. “There are 
fewer organizations that do services for 
seniors.”

With locations in The Woodlands, 
Magnolia, Conroe, Montgomery, New 
Caney and Willis, The Friendship Center 
serves as the only organization in Mont-
gomery County that provides the Meals 
on Wheels program. The Center currently 
has 500 seniors living in the county who 
receive Meals on Wheels.

The more than 160 Meals on Wheels 
volunteers serve about 10,000 meals to 
seniors each month, Croghan said. 

“Meals on Wheels is a connection,” she 
said. “Someone comes to [the seniors’] 
house and is continuously checking up on 
them.”

Providing transportation to seniors is 
The Friendship Center’s largest program. 
In just more than four months this year, 
The Friendship Center has provided 
14,525 trips for seniors and the disabled. 
Croghan said the organization provides 
trips to the Medical Center and the VA 
Clinic in Houston, dialysis centers, gro-
cery stores and shopping locations, doc-
tor’s offices, activity locations, and even to 
visits with friends and family. 

Both the Meals on Wheels and trans-
portation programs offered by The 
Friendship Center are done so free of 
charge. 

Traditionally, Croghan said, seniors as 
they age rely on their children for care 
and support. However, she said, senior’s 
adult children are often not able to pro-
vide day-to-day support, they may live 
out of state, or in state, but too far away to 
provide continuous care.

“Some people have the grace of a family 
member,” Croghan said. “But there are 

some people who don’t. And that’s why 
we exist.”

Not only does The Friendship Center’s 
transportation program assist seniors 
with getting to and from where they need 
to go, it also serves as a link to the com-
munity.

“They want to not be isolated, but want 
that socialization and connection to the 
community,” Croghan said. “For a lot of 
these seniors, they want to go to the resale 
shop, they want to meet their friends for a 
sandwich. That’s not a huge request, and 
studies show [connection to the commu-
nity] greatly reduces stress.”

The Friendship Center
Group provides transportation, meals

NONPrOFIT

The Friendship Center

Lake Woodlands Dr. 

Lake Robbins Dr. 
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2235 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands • 281-292-6353
www.tfc-seniorservices.org

The Friendship Center, with six area locations, provides Montgomery County seniors with transportation.
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By Brian Walzel

We provide counsel 
and expertise on:
•  Asset Protection

•  Tax and Charitable Planning

•  Trust and Estate Planning

• Family Business Issues with a 

 Focus on Succession Planning, 

 Exit Strategies and Business 

 Transactions

• Probate

• Trust and Estate Litigation

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 200 - The Woodlands, TX 77380 
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

 Steven J. Clausen 
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

*

*

Who do you turn to when you have a family 
business, wealth preservation or tax issue? 

You turn to the expert who has handled these complex 
issues for over twenty-fi ve years as a large fi rm partner 

and as the owner of a boutique fi rm.

Service Mark for The Village at the Woodlands Waterway is owned by Bridgewood Houston Property Company, Houston, TX. 20503-ROP01-0513 MRM

Independent Living 
Assisted Living

Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care 

2323 Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands, TX 77380
Facility Number: 104849

brookdale.com

www.villagewoodlands.com

Does age really matter?
Not to our Residents.  

Discover our special branD of Distinctive 
retirement living toDay. call (281) 292-4600 

to scheDule your personal visit.

Interested?
We’ve thought of everything you may 

want today or need tomorrow – from 

good times with great neighbors to the 

added security of progressive 

levels of care.  

That’s because true age is more a matter of perception than a 
measure of time. And that’s why you’ll find an active, fulfilling 
retirement lifestyle at The Village at The Woodlands Waterway.
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By Shawn Arrajj 
When it comes to buying a 

house, especially for the first time, 
the thrill of such a life-changing 
moment can lead to buyers not 
fully thinking things through. 

Susan Johnson, a real estate 
broker who works primarily 
in Tomball, Magnolia, Conroe 
and The Woodlands, said 
unprepared buyers are often met 
with surprises after closing a 
deal. However, she said there are 
precautions that can be taken to 
minimize those surprises.

The biggest problem for 
unprepared home buyers extends 
from not fully understanding the 
cost, Johnson said. Buyers often 
mistake being pre-qualified 
for a loan as evidence they are 
financially ready to buy a house.

“Just because you can afford 
a payment does not make it the 
smart thing to do,” Johnson said. 
“Figure out what your other bills 
are and make a budget. Don’t 
buy just because they say you are 
pre-qualified.”

Before purchasing a house, 
Johnson strongly advocates 
hiring a home inspector to 
survey the property.

“A good inspector will go 
through everything in the 
house, and get up on the roof 
taking detailed photos,” said 
Jerald Brown with North Star 
Montgomery County Home 
Inspections. “Building codes 
are much looser in Texas. We’ve 
never inspected a house where 
we did not find multiple errors.”

Because of inclement weather  
in Texas, such as hurricanes, 
Brown said it is important to 
look for foundational issues, 
which can cost tens of thousands 
of dollars if not addressed 
properly. He also said the age 
of the house is important to 
consider when checking for 
things like asbestos and lead 
paint.

“When looking at older homes 
from the ‘70s and ‘80s, we often 
find hundreds of items worth 
taking note of,” he said.

INSIDE INFOrMATION

Inspections
Hiring an inspector to assess a home is a wise investment. 
A good inspector will compile a comprehensive list of 
maintenance issues, including the following:

01  Checking piping systems for leaks in water  
        or gas pipes

02  Checking HV/AC system for proper installation and to  
        make sure filters are  clean and free from rust

03  Ensuring the structural integrity of the roof  
        and no shingles `are loose or  
        damaged

04  Checking that  electrical  systems  
        are installed   
        properly

05  Checking for   
        conditions that   
        are conducive  for  
        termites  and other  
        wood destroying   
        insects

06  Inspections  for past  
        flood/ weather   
        damage and  tests  
        for general   
        foundation  issues

07  Minor flaws, such  
        as a  missing wheel   
        on a dishwasher  
        tray

• Know your expenses: Make  
a budget factoring in money 
for insurance, taxes, utilities, 
maintenance and any other 
expenses, such as car pay-
ments or student loans.

• Know the condition 
of the house: Be aware 
of when flooring will 
need to be replaced,  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

when a house needs to be 
repainted, and maintenance 
of that nature. 

• Don’t overspend: Don’t 
use money from loans to 
fill the house with furniture, 
electronics and appliances 
immediately after closing. Fill 
up your house slowly while 
paying off debts.  
 
 
 

HOME BUYING TIPS
Buying a House
Experts discuss common mistakes

Source: Susan Johnson, Jerald Brown
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Finances
Consider the following before taking out a loan:

START HERE. GROW HERE.
The Greater Houston Partnership (GHP) 
can help YOUR business grow.

- Confi dential real estate/business facilities searches

- Assisting in evaluating and applying for incentives

- Facilitating workforce training and recruitment

- Providing data on key business factors

- Advocating for local and state issues

- Facilitating the permitting process

- Providing key introductions to strategic partners

- Providing information on networking and 

   business events

- Collaborating on public relations matters

For more information about how we can help your business be successful in the 
Houston region and around the world, contact Chad Carson @ 713-844-3614 today!

Visit our website to see Houston business success stories.
www.opportunityhouston.com #WeAreHouston
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Spring Creek 
Greenway
Preservation project
features activities

T he Spring Creek Greenway is 
a joint project between Mont-
gomery County Precinct 3 and 

Harris County Precinct 4. The greenway 
connects 12,000 acres of forest on each 
side of the creek and offers a variety of 
ecotourism, educational opportunities 
and outdoor recreation.

The 71-acre Montgomery County Pre-
serve, located off Pruitt Road and opened 
in 2002, is home to more than 30 variet-
ies of trees, 30 types of plants, 20 species 
of birds and more than a dozen species 
of animals. The Preserve also features a 
1-mile nature trail.

The 11,000-square-foot Spring Creek 
Greenway Nature Center, located at 1300 
Riley Fuzzell Road, houses a nature cen-
ter, community center, a sheriff’s patrol 
office, pavilion and nature trails. 

Among the outdoor recreational activi-
ties available along the greenway include 
bird watching, kayaking, horseback riding 
and fishing. 

In addition to its activities and ame-
nities, the Spring Creek Greenway also 
serves an important ecological purpose.

Terri MacArthur, manager of the 
nature center, said the vegetation and soil 
serve to absorb contaminants from storm 
water before it reaches the creek.

“It helps clean up the waterway,” she 
said. “And that’s where [the greenway’s] 
real value lays.”

Located in The Woodlands portion of 
the Spring Creek Greenway is the George 
Mitchell Nature Preserve, which opened 
in 2007.

The 12,000-acre preserve, located in 
the Village of Creekside Park, was a joint 
program between The Woodlands Devel-
opment Company, Montgomery County 
Precinct 3, The Woodlands Association, 
and Texas Parks and Wildlife.

By Brian Walzel

CLOSE uP

1  Cypress Bog is located within Jesse H. Jones park and features swamplands and wetlands with a 
variety of animal and plant life.

2  The Spring Creek Greenway, with nearly 30 miles of waterways, is a popular attraction for summer 
camps. The creek is home to bass, crappie and catfish.

3  The Spring Creek Greenway features four canoe and kayak launching points at various parks along 
the greenway. The greenway also offers hiking, picknicking and horseback riding.

1

2

3

 Nature Center
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Riley Fuzzell R
d. 

Spring Creek 

1300 Riley Fuzzel Road 
Spring • 281-364-4225
www.springcreekgreenway.org
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W hen George Mitchell, founder 
of The Woodlands, initially 
conceptualized what the 

100,000-resident community would look 
like, an independent private school was 
always a part of the plan.  
   Mitchell wanted the area to have a 
strong business foundation, and he knew 
a college preparatory school would serve 
to attract medical, science and technology 
companies and their families.

“This 44-acre plot of land we are on was 
never up for sale,” said Michael Maher, 
who has been the head of school at The 
John Cooper School since July 2000. “It 
was always designated as the future site 
for the independent college preparatory 
school that Mr. Mitchell wanted The 
Woodlands to have.”

The school is named after John Coo-
per, the renowned former headmaster of 
Houston’s Kinkaid School. 

Cooper was brought in as a consultant 
during the early development stages, play-
ing a crucial role in determining how the 
school would function. 

The John Cooper School opened in the Village of Indian Springs in September 1988. 
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He was instrumental in designing the 
school’s lower building, which was the 
main classroom building at the time. He 
also helped design the curriculum, Maher 
said.

“He had a significant hand in the actual 
curriculum that was going to be taught,” 
he said. “He created a philosophy. To 
this day, we still have that emphasis on 
liberal arts and balance. We still have an 
emphasis on small classes and high levels 
of student-teacher interaction.”

The John Cooper School opened on 
Sept. 6, 1988. Known as a humble man, 
Cooper rejected the idea of having the 
school named after him. 

However, the founding board decided 
to name the school in his honor anyway, 
citing that his impact was significant and 
profound. Cooper remained with the 
school as a consultant until the end of 
October before handing the reins over to 
the board.

The school had an enrollment of 175 
students in its first year, from pre-K 
through seventh grade. It added another 

grade to its system every year moving 
forward until the first senior class gradu-
ated in 1994. 

The John Cooper School’s main func-
tion has always been preparing students to 
be successful in college. Part of Cooper’s 
vision involved creating a balance between 
academics, athletics, arts and community 
service opportunities, Maher said.

“In the early years, we were heavily 
emphasizing the academic side, but were 
a little thinner in those other areas,” he 
said. “As we got bigger, we were able to 
develop more programs. We now have a 

full complement of sports and visual and 
performing arts.” 

In March, The John Cooper School 
celebrated its 25th anniversary with a 
ceremony and reunion. Many of the 
school’s alumni returned to show sup-
port, Maher said. 

“The school is so tremendously different 
now than it was when those people were 
enrolled,” he said. “It is very motivational 
and very rewarding just to know that 
there is strong belief in the school. It is an 
honor to be here at this exciting stage of 
its life.”

The John Cooper School
College prep school celebrates 25th year
By Shawn Arrajj

hISTORy       THe woodlandS

1980 1990 20102000

1994
First senior class graduates. The 
school expands to cover pre-k 
though grade 12.

2001
First senior class graduates. The school 
expands to pre-k though grade 12.

Sept. 6, 1988
The John Cooper School opens with enrollment of  
175 students.

1998
Cooper earns accreditation 
from the independent Schools 
Association of the Southwest.

2005
Student Center opens 
with dining hall and 
lounge area

2008
Performing Arts Center opens with a 
black box theater and 520-seat main 
stage theater.

2012
Record-breaking 
enrollment of 1,031 
students

April Anniversary Sale
           Everything 20% Off

No matter how big your home is, chances are you want to make the very most out of every 
square inch. � at’s where More Space Place comes in. Whether you need a Murphy bed so 
your guest room can double as a home o�  ce, or you’d like a custom closet system to 
de-clutter your belongings, More Space Place can turn any room into a beautiful, 
multipurpose masterpiece.

23403 I-45 N, Suite C • Spring, Texas 77380  •  832-585-0700 • www.murphybedhouston.com 

Transform Your Space

Rayford Rd.Sawdust Rd.

Grogan’s M
ill Rd.

Woodlands Pkwy  Robinson Rd.

I-45
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T he Conroe landscape has changed 
since the Crighton Theatre’s 
construction in 1934, as has the 

type of entertainment provided by the 
historical landmark over the last 79 years. 
However, the building has been a constant 
in the community, providing not only 
residents, but people from across the state 
and country a venue to enjoy community 
theater and musical performances. 

Executive Director Jim Bingham said the 
theater was constructed in 1934. Funded 
by then-Mayor Harry Crighton, who had 
recently discovered oil on his property, 
the theatre opened Nov. 26, 1935. Bing-
ham said Crighton wanted to construct a 
premier movie house where people from 
across the area could view films. 

“When they made movies [in the ’30s] 
they made six or eight master copies of the 
film and those traveled around,” Bingham 
said. “When the movie came to town, if 
you didn’t see the movie that weekend, you 
didn’t get to see the movie.”

However, the development and success 
of the modern multiplexes had a nega-
tive impact on smaller movie houses like 
the Crighton, and the theater went into 

disrepair in the 1960s. The Montgomery 
County Foundation for Performing Arts 
was given the facility by the Crighton fam-
ily in the late ’70s with the task of renovat-
ing the theatre. Since its renovations, the 
Crighton has been a destination for major 
artists, such as Clint Black, Ray Price, and 
the Houston Symphony. 

“[Burl Ives] said it was one of the most 
delightful evenings he’s ever had on stage,” 
Bingham said. “He sat on a chair in the 
center of the stage without any micro-
phone and just talked and played to the 
audience. Vince Gill said the same thing 
when he played here. He said this is the 
perfect-size house for concerts.”

The Crighton also offers theatrical per-
formances throughout the year. Bingham 
praised the resident theater troupe, Stage 
Right, which performs five different shows 
a year at the Crighton, while Christian 
Youth Theater performs shows and the 
Bravo Company teaching school offers a 
performance each year. 

Bingham said the theater hosts fun, fam-
ily friendly performances, such as Stage 
Right’s recent “Red Velvet Cupcake War,” 
which finished its run May 5. 

Crighton Theatre
Entertaining Montgomery County since 1934

ENTErTAINMENT

Crighton Theatre

N
. Frazier S

t. 105

2854

M
ain S

t. 

234 Main St. 
Conroe • 936-441-7469
www.crightontheatre.org 

Built in 1934, the Crighton Theatre hosts premier musical acts and various theatrical performances. 
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By Matt Stephens

www.brookdaleliving.com

       Imagine watching your loved one regain an enthusiasm for life with personalized 

support in a friendly, encouraging environment. A little help can make an enormous 

difference with activities of daily living such as bathing and dressing. 

     Call to schedule a get-acquainted visit, or tour our website today and discover how 

we provide our residents with the highest standards of Personalized Assisted Living. 

Services and Amenities Include:
• Pet friendly
• Kitchenettes
• On-site therapy gym for physical, speech and occupational therapy
• On-site home health
• Customized care plans through Personalized Living
• Wireless Internet in common areas

PERSONALIZED SUPPORT

Personalized
Assisted Living...
with an emphasis

on Living.

Your story continues here...

Personalized Assisted Living
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care

303 Lantern Bend Drive
Houston, Texas 77090

1-877-849-3120
Facility No. 030280

52320-ROP01-0413 LMM

1 bedroom apartments start at $1995

and Greet with Dr. Faunda Campbell.

Christen Goolsby, APRN, MSN, NP-C
Nurse practictioner

Dr. Faunda Campbell, MD

upcoming Crighton Theatre Schedule
Tickets for performances at the Crighton Theatre 
can be purchased at the theater box office, online 
or by phone. Ticket prices range from $18 for 
student plays to $53 for the Sounds of Texas 
Music series. 

• May 11 Sounds of Texas Music Series: Alejan-
dro Escovedo and Joe Ely, 8 p.m.

• May 17-18 Bravo Company presents Shake-
speare Comes to Calamity Creek

• May 23-26 Christian youth Theater presents The 
Hobbit

• June 1 Hotel California: A Tribute to the Eagles, 
7:30 p.m.

• June 7 One Night with Elvis and Fever, 7 p.m.
• June 15 Dave Alvin & The Guilty Ones, 8 p.m.
• June 22 An Evening with Larry Gatlin, 8 p.m.
• July 12-28 Stage Right: The Wizard of Oz
• Sept. 6-22 Stage Right presents Arsenic and 

Old Lace
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T hose who have driven 
around The Woodlands 
have likely seen one of 

artist Edd Hayes’ 27 bronze 
deer sculptures or perhaps 
one of his other memori-
als throughout the country. 
But Hayes is hard at work on 
another monument for The 
Woodlands that is of particular 
importance to the sculptor. 

“The Way Home” memorial-
izes the sacrifices of the military, 
featuring the likenesses of two 
young Woodlands area Army sol-
diers who lost their lives in 2007 
in a 10-foot-by-12-foot sculpture: 
Cory Kosters, who perished in 
Iraq, and Zach Endsley, who died 
in Afghanistan. In the sculpture, 
Kosters stands atop a hill, point-
ing to something in the sky while 
tapping Endsley on the shoulder 
to show him the way home, the 
two young men stuck between 
death and the afterlife, Hayes 
said. Their footprints are visible 
along a 10-foot path, where the 

faint pattern of other soldiers’ 
footprints will be visible. 

“[It’s important] to honor all 
the young men who have given 
their all to keep this country 
free,” Hayes said. “It doesn’t 
celebrate war, but it dedicates 
the young men who have given 
their lives to keeping the peace 
and protecting the United States 
of America.”

The monument will showcase 
the soldiers at life size on a 6-foot 
monument and will be located 
on the east side of Town Green 
Park, he said. The monument will 
honor all branches of the military 
by showcasing their emblems 
while allocating space for plaques 
for those who would like to honor 
fallen members of the military. 

Scheduled for installation 
sometime before Memorial Day 
2014, “The Way Home” will 
be Hayes’ second war monu-
ment, the first a World War II 
monument in Gainesville, Texas. 
He has created more than 60 

monuments across the country, 
from California to Florida and 
even in other countries since 
he constructed his first in 1999, 
the same year he was named an 
Official Texas State Sculptor by 
the Texas Legislature. 

Hayes, 67, said he was not 
always interested in art as a career. 

“It was something that I could 
always draw,” he said. “My 
mother tried to get me to pursue 
art when I was young, but I was 
never interested in it. But art kept 
following me around all my life.”

Hayes said he held a number of 
other jobs before picking up art as 
a hobby in his mid-30s, including 
construction, electrical, plumbing 
and sales. An interest in painting 
and two-dimensional artwork 
later led to an interest in sculp-
ture. The hobby soon became a 
full-time job as Hayes realized he 
envisions art in three dimensions 
better than two. 

Although “The Way Home” 
may be one of his more personal 

Edd Hayes 
Sculptor helps fallen soldiers find “The Way Home”

ArT

Edd Hayes Studio

www.eddhayes.com
281-350-2502

Edd Hayes created “Call to Duty” in 2006. The sculpture is located in Gainesville. 
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By Matt Stephens

works, Hayes said it is nowhere 
close to his largest work. His 
“Wild and Free” piece, located 
next to the Reliant Astrodome, is 
a nearly 200-foot-long stone and 
bronze sculpture featuring six 1 
½-sized wild mustangs. 

Hayes said he enjoys working 
on large pieces, and he hopes to 
continue constructing bigger and 
better monuments. 

“My work is everything to me,” 
Hayes said. “When I started, it 
was just something I could do to 
make a little extra money. But I 
realized that I was supposed to be 
a sculptor.”

 
#1 Luxury Agent in the Na on 

Top 10 Real Estate Team in Houston 
 

Info@TheKinkTeam.com 

 
 
 
 
Your home might be exactly what one of our buyers is looking for TODAY!  Check the boxes that apply below to find out! 

Located in the front of The Woodlands 

3,000 - 4,000 square feet 

4 - 5 bedrooms 

Village of Indian Springs 

Has a Pool 

Recently Updated 

Townhouse 

The Woodlands High School District 

2 bedrooms on the first floor 

One story 

Over an acre lot size 

Summer kitchen 

Approximately 2,000 square feet 

All bedrooms on second floor 

Media Room & Game Room 

Outdoor living area including fireplace 

On a golf course 

In the Bonny Branch neighborhood 
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The Woodlands

The Woodlands Township 
Summer Activities
The Woodlands Township hosts 
a variety of activities throughout 
the community this summer, from 
adult fitness classes to kayaking 
along The Woodlands Waterway 
to swimming programs for kids. 
Most classes include registration 
fees and have age restrictions. 
Township summer activities and 
programs are offered through 
The Woodlands Township 
Recreation Center, 5310 
Research Forest Drive. More 
information about programs,

events and classes is 
available on the township’s 
website at www.
thewoodlandstownship-tx.
gov, or by calling 
281-210-3950.

Dive-In Movies
Swim and float in the pool 
while enjoying a family 
movie. Concessions are 
sold; pools open at 8 p.m. 
Open to all ages. $5. June 
22, Rob Fleming Aquatic 
Center, “Thunderstruck;” 
July 13, Cranebrook Park, 
“Madagascar 3;” Aug. 3, 
Rob Fleming Aquatic Center, 
“Escape From Planet Earth.”  

Splash Day
On the Fourth of July, pools 
throughout The Woodlands will 
feature free activities and limited 
refreshments. July 4. 10 a.m.–6 
p.m., activities from noon–4 p.m. 

Riva Row Boat House
in addition to daily rates for 
kayaking outings, Riva Row Boat 
House offers group outings and 
team building events, private 
kayaking lessons, picnics, 
nature tours, a clean-up of Lake 
Woodlands, and a dog excursion 
day. Special activities are held 
June 6 through Aug. 7. Times and 
prices vary by activity. 2101 Riva 
Row. 281-210-3965.

Bike Parade and Decorating 
Contest
Woodlands residents are 
invited on July 4 to grab their 
favorite bicycle and join their 
neighbors at Northshore Park 
for the township’s annual bike 
decorating contest and parade. 
The contest is held before the 
Concert in the Park. Decorating 
materials are provided, or 
participants can bring their own. 
Open to ages 14 and younger. 
4:30–5:15 p.m. (decorating), 
5:15–5:30 p.m. (parade), 5:30–9 
(concert by Hope Cassity). 

              Trails at Creekside
Bring a bicycle and 
enjoy the pathways 
in the village of 
Creekside Park, 
and explore the trail 
system throughout 
the Spring Creek 
Nature Preserve 
while also learning 
bicycle safety. 
Bike helmets 
are required. 
Mountain bikes 
are suggested 
but not required. 
Ages 7–16. June 
10–14. 8:30–9:30 
a.m. (ages 7–11); 
9:30–10:30 a.m. 
(ages 12–16). $75 
(residents), $85 
(non-residents). 

Aquatic Programs
The Woodlands Township offers 
group and private swim classes 
for children and adults. “Learn 
to Swim” is open to children 
ages 1–5 and includes classes 
for four levels of ability. Classes 
are held at swimming pools at 
Alden Bridge Park, Lakeside 
Park, Rob Fleming Park and 
Falconwing Park. Session i: June 
10–21, Session ii: June 24–July 5, 
Session iii: July 8–19, Session iv: 
July 22–Aug. 2, Session v: Aug. 
5–16. $65 (resident), $75 (non-
resident). Private swim lessons 
are available for children and 
adults in one 30-minute class, 
three-day sessions or eight-
day sessions. May 20–Aug. 16: 
choice of all pools except Bear 
Branch Park; May 20–31: Bear 
Branch Park pool only. $30–160. 

Junior Swim Team
Prepare your child to join a local 
swim team by ensuring they know 
all strokes, turns and starts. This 
program also teaches students 
about building strength and 
improving skills. This is not a 
learn-to-swim program, and all 
swimmers must have the ability 
to swim the length of the pool. 
Classes are held at Ridgewood 
Park pool, Lakeside Park pool 
and Creekwood Park pool. Ages 
4 and older. June 10–Aug. 2. $155 
(residents), $165 (non-residents).Boat House

Summer Activities
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Call today to schedule 
an appointment: 

281.440.5300
or 866.333.6932

Internal & Family Medicine  |  Dermatology  |  Rheumatology  |  Radiology  |  Imaging  |  Laboratory

Compassionate

Care
Northwest Diagnostic Clinic - The Woodlands 
welcomes Shilpa Vaidya, M.D. to our team. 
Dr. Vaidya is Board Certifi ed in Internal 
Medicine and has been in practice 
since 2001.

She received her Doctorate in Medicine 
from Kasturba Medical College Manipal in 
India and her internship and residency 
training were completed at Montefi ore 
Medical Center/Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine in Bronx, New York.

Give Northwest Diagnostic Clinic a 
call to schedule an appointment 
with Dr. Vaidya. 

Learn more about us 
at nwdc.com

Cypress Station Area 
1140 Cypress Station Drive

Houston, TX  77090
(near Houston NW Medical Center) 

The Woodlands Clinic (Forest Crossing) 
9100 Forest Crossing Drive
The Woodlands, TX  77381

(near Research Forest and Gosling)

The Medical Center 
2010 Naomi Street, Suite A

Houston, TX  77054
(near Texas Medical Center)

Accepting most major insurance plans

936-273-4286
3205 College Park Dr. (Hwy 242)
The Woodlands, Texas 77384

traditionbank.com

7 Greater Houston locations to serve you!

Tradition Matters

Contact us today for all your banking needs!

COMMUNITY

SHRED DAY
May 18, 2013

9am - 12pm

$5 donation per 

banker’s box benefits

The Texas Sentinels

Foundation

     

Celebrating 50 years in business

Leaps and bounds above the rest! 
Customer service is our tradition!

Continued on | 38
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Scuba Diving
The township’s scuba diving 
program provides all equipment 
needed for the class. Students 
will receive all materials and 
certification cards upon 
successful completion of the 
course registering them as open 
water divers. Ages 10 and older. 
Shadowbend Park pool. Classes 
are held Saturdays from 9 a.m.–5 
p.m. and Sundays from 1–5 p.m. 
from May 10 through Sept. 1. 
$395 (ages 10–11), $295 (ages 12 
and older), $305 (non-residents).

The Woodlands Strykers 

The Texas Collegiate League 
brings summer baseball back 
to The Woodlands, as The 
Woodlands Strykers enjoy 
their second season at 
The Woodlands Christian 
Academy’s renovated 
baseball field. The 
Strykers will battle seven 
other Texas teams with 
collegiate players from 
all over the country to vie 
for their second straight 
playoff berth. $12 (viP 
admission), $7 (adults), 
$6 (adults 60-plus), $5 
(students), $3 (lawn 
seats), $2 (children 
3-11). 5800 Academy 
Way, The Woodlands. 
979-824-5655. www.
woodlandsstrykers.com

Wilderness First Aid
This 16-hour course is open 
to those interested in outdoor 
activities such as hiking and 
backpacking. This course 
meets the requirements for 
training in outdoor emergency 
response and is approved by the 
American Camping Association, 
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts of 
America. Students are certified 
for three years at the completion 
of the course. No experience is 
required. Ages 14 and older. Aug. 
21–22, 8 a.m.–5 p.m. $140. The 
Lodge at Rob Fleming Park.

Social Running
The Maverick Social Running 
Program features evening and 
morning group sessions of long,  

 

short, fast, and fun runs and 
locations throughout the area. 
Participants have the opportunity 
to win prizes and socialize. The 
12-week program consists of 
36 sessions. Evening social 
programs require the purchase 
of a $30 T-shirt. Ages 21 and 
older. $75 per month per person. 
Register online at  
www.mavathletics.com.

Adult Fitness Programs
The Woodlands Township 
offers a variety of adult fitness 
programs this summer, 
including fun run groups, yoga 
programs, Tai Chi classes and 
Surfset fitness, an exercise 
program inspired by surfing. 
Classes and programs are 
being held through Aug. 6. 
Costs and times vary per class 

and program. 

Leagues and 
tournaments
Softball, soccer, 
basketball, and 
men’s and women’s 
doubles tennis league 
tournaments and games 
are held at the Alden 
Bridge sports fields, the 
Bear Branch sports fields, 
The Woodlands Township 
Recreation Center and 
area tennis courts. Times 
and costs vary per activity. 
www.teamsideline.com/
thewoodlandstownship

Adult Tennis Programs
Woodlands Township adult tennis 
programs are open to everyone 
ages 18 and up. Lessons are 
taught by instructors Jon Park, 
Pattie Jensen and Connie 
Grzebielucha, and classes are 
offered for beginners through 
advanced skill levels. Lessons 
are held at Terramont Park, Bear 
Branch Park, Meadowlake Park 
and Shadowbend Park tennis 
courts. June 5–Aug. 29. Times 
and prices vary by program and 
instructor. 

Swimming in The 
Woodlands
The Woodlands 14 distinctive 
swimming pools throughout the 
community are open to residents. 
A resident season pool pass is 
$40 per person and is good for 
all 14 pools all summer. 

Alden Bridge Pool 
7725 Alden Bridge Drive 
Closed Mondays

Bear Branch Pool 
5200 Research Forest Drive 

Closed Wednesdays

Cranebrook Pool 
11800 Cranebrook Drive 
Closed Thursdays

Creekwood Pool 
3383 S. Panther Creek 
Drive 
Closed Thursdays

Falconwing Pool 
5610 Rush Haven Drive 
Closed Wednesdays

Forestgate Pool 
7505 S. Forestgate Drive 
Closed Mondays

Harper’s Landing Pool 
2 Blair Bridge Drive 
Closed Thursdays

Lakeside Pool 
5001 W. Alden Bridge 
Drive 
Closed Fridays

Ridgewood Pool 
4192 interfaith Way 

                Closed Tuesdays

Adult Tennis Programs

Continued from | 37
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Pools

SUMMER
CAMPS

Register TODAY at www.scfootball.org

Mark Schmid 
Football 

Camp
(June 10–13)

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN 
FOR FALL TACKLE FOOTBALL AND CHEERLEADING

SCFL COMBINE
JULY 12, 13 AND 19

College Park 
Football 

Positions Camp
(July 22–24)

One and 
Three Week 
Speed Camps

(July 29–August 16)
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Rob Fleming Aquatic Center 
6535 Creekside Forest Drive 
Closed Mondays

Sawmill Pool 
2200 Millpark Drive 
Closed Tuesdays

Shadowbend Pool 
4995 Lake Woodlands Drive 
Closed Fridays

Wendtwoods Pool 
village of Creekside Park 
Closed Tuesdays

Windvale Pool 
7600 Windvale Circle 
Closed Tuesdays

The Rob Fleming 
Aquatic Center
The Rob Fleming Aquatic 
Center, located at 6535 
Creekside Forest Drive, 
offers a distinctive 
swimming and family 
fun opportunity to local 
residents. The Aquatic 
Center offers a chaise 
lounge and beach chair 
setting with concessions 
sold on site, as well as 
shade structures. Amenities 
at the pool include a water 
slide, a 1,000-gallon dunking 
bucket, a lazy river, swimming 
lanes and a splash pad. 10 

a.m.–8 p.m. (Tue.–Sat.), 
1–6 p.m. (Sun.), 
closed Mondays. 
Rob Fleming 
Aquatic Center, 6535 
Creekside Forest 
Drive.

Golf Courses 
The following golf courses 
are public or semi-private.

Canongate at The 
Woodlands – The Oaks 
Course 
2311 N. Millbend Drive 
281-882-3000 
www.canongatetexas.com

Canongate at The Woodlands – 
Panther Trail Course 
2311 N. Millbend Drive 
281-882-3000 
www.canongatetexas.com

Augusta Pines Golf Club 
18 Augusta Pines Drive 
281-290-1910 
www.tour18inc.com

Blaketree National  
4430 S. FM 1486 
Montgomery • 936-449-4907 
www.blaketreegolf.com

Canongate at Lake Windcrest 
Golf Club 
10941 Clubhouse Circle 

Magnolia • 281-259-2279 
www.canongatetexas.com

Cypresswood Golf Club 
21620 Cypresswood Drive 
Spring • 281-821-6300 
www.cypresswood.com

Gleannloch Pines Golf Club 
19393 Champion Forest Drive 
Spring • 281-255-1200 
www.gleannlochpines.com

Grand Lakes Estates – The 
Players Course 
8901 Grand Lakes Estates 
Montgomery • 936-447-4653 
www.grandlakesgolfclub.
com

High Meadow Ranch 
37300 Golf Club Trail 
Magnolia • 281-356-7700 
www.highmeadow 
ranchgolf.com

La Torretta Lake Resort 
Golf Course 

600 La Torretta Blvd. 
Montgomery  

936-448-4400 
www.latorrettalakeresort.com 

Wedgewood Golf Club 
5454 Hwy. 105 
Conroe • 936-441-4653 
www.wedgewoodgolfcourse.com

Galveston 

Moody Gardens 
Moody Gardens on Galveston 
island offers several attractions 
and activities for those looking to 

get off the beach and out of the 
sun. Main attractions include the 
Aquarium Pyramid showcasing 
aquatic wildlife from four 
different ocean environments 
as well as penguins, and the 
10-story Rainforest Pyramid 
with unusual botanical wildlife, 
butterflies and more. Moody 
Gardens also houses a 3D movie 
theater, Ridefilm, a 4D Special FX 
Theater, the Colonel Paddelwheel 
Boat, Discovery Museum and 
Palm Beach. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 
$49.95 for a one-day value pass. 
One Hope Blvd., Galveston.  
800-582-4673.  
www.moodygardens.com 

The Rob Fleming Aquatic Center

Pools
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STARTING WEEK 1: JUNE 10-JUNE 14TH
ENDING WEEK 11: AUG. 19–AUG. 23RD

281-298-5700 • 602 Pruitt Road, the woodlands, tx • www.thelegendssportscomplex.com

advanced camps TRADITIONAL LIL LEGENDS sport SPECIALTY CAMPS
maxpro basketball FOOTBALL SKILLS ALL SPORTS CAMP HALF DAY ONLY AGES 5–13 • HALF DAY: $160 • FULL DAY LUNCH PROVIDED : $235

boys & Girls
4th–9th grade
Weeks: 2 & 5 & 9

4-DAY CAMP - $175

TAUGHT BY FORMER COLLEGIATE 
AND PROFESSIONAL ATHLETES.

3rd–12th grade
Weeks: 2 & 6

3-DAY CAMP - $150

TAUGHT BY FORMER 
professional football 

players.

HALF OR FULL DAY
$99 / $185

VARIETY OF TRADITIONAL 
SPORTS INCLUDING SOCCER, 

BASKETBALL AND VOLLEYBALL 
PLUS PLAYGROUND GAMES 

LIKE DODGEBALL .

AGES 3–4
$99

YOUR CHILD WILL HAVE A BLAST 
PARTICIPATING IN AGE 

APPROPRIATE GAMES AND 
ACTIVITIES WITH OUR CHILD 

DEVELOPMENT STAFF

FOOTBALL CAMP
Weeks: 1 & 9

soccer camp
Weeks: 2 & 7

baseball CAMP
Weeks: 3 & 8

basketball CAMP
Week: 3

volleyball CAMP
Week: 6

futsal CAMP
Week: 10

cheer camp
Week: 5

presented by:
sideline spirit!

sideline spirit! will lead a 
fun-filled camp aimed at 

improving balance & strength 

PRICES SHOWN BELOW MAY REFLECT EARLY REGISTRATION DISCOUNTED PRICE • SEE WEBSITE OR CALL FOR COMPLETE DETAILS

indoor soccer

2013 Summer Camps2013 Summer Camps 4 WAYS 
TO SAVE UP TO 

20% OFF 
EACH WEEK OF 
SUMMER CAMPS!

MEMBERSHIP 
DISCOUNT, 

SIBLING DISCOUNT, 
MULTI-WEEK 

DISCOUNT, AND 
CHAMPION ENERGY 

DISCOUNT

SEE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS

 • 
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281-244-2100.  
www.spacecenter.org

Houston Museum of Fine 
Arts
The Houston Museum of Fine 
Arts houses more than 64,000 
works of art from across the 
globe and from across time, 
including from Europe, Africa, 
Asia, Central America, North 
America and the South Pacific. 
The museum also offers 
exhibitions, such as “Picasso: 
Black and White” through May 
27, “The Artist’s Palette: Primary 
Colors on Paper” through 
June 2 and “Eye on Houston: 
High School Documentary 
Photography” through June 2. 
10 a.m.–5 p.m. Tue.–Wed.; 10 

a.m.–9 p.m. Th.; 10 a.m.–7 p.m. 
Fri.–Sat.; 12:15–7 p.m. $13 (adult), 
$8 (senior), $6 (children 6-18, 
students, military). Sun. 1001 
Bissonnet Drive, Houston.  
713-639-7300. www.mfah.org 

Houston Museum of 
Natural Science 

Founded in 1909, the Houston 
Museum of Natural Science 
features several permanent 
educational exhibits focusing 
on topics such as paleontology, 
ancient Egypt, the Americas, 
gems and minerals, African 
wildlife, Texas wildlife, chemistry, 
malacology, and energy. The 
museum also offers special 
exhibitions, a planetarium, a 
butterfly center, an imax film 

screen, and education 
programs and events. 
$15 (adult), $10 (children, 
students, seniors) for general 
admission to permanent 
exhibits. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. Free 
for members. 5555 Hermann 
Park Drive, Houston.  
713-639-4629.  
www.hmns.org 

Huntsville

Huntsville State Park
This heavily wooded park 
adjoins the Sam Houston 
National Forest and encloses 
the 210-acre Lake Raven. 

The park offers camping, 
hiking, biking, boating, fishing, 
swimming and guided horseback 
trail rides with horses provided 
by 2E Stables. Canoe and paddle 
boat rentals are also available. 
Gates open 7 a.m.–10 p.m. $5 
(adult) free (children 12 and 
under). 40 Park Road, Huntsville. 
936-295-5644. www.tpwd.state.
tx.us/state-parks/huntsville

Kemah

Kemah Boardwalk
The Kemah Boardwalk offers 
waterfront restaurants, retail 
shops, festivals, seaside shows 
and more. Activities include 
amusement rides and midway 
games, such as the Boardwalk 
Beast boat ride, Boardwalk 
Bullet wooden roller coaster 
and Stingray Reef 
exhibit, as well 
as a carousel, 
Ferris wheel, 
train, tower and 
more. Events this 
summer include 
car shows, Firework 
Fridays, Tribute 
Band Tuesdays and 
celebrations for the 
Fourth of July and 
Memorial Day. Prices 
and hours vary. 215 
Kipp Ave., Kemah. 
877-285-3624. www.
kemahboardwalk.com 

Baytown

Pirate’s Bay Water Park 

This large and colorful pirate-
themed water play center 
features a large dumping bucket 
and an array of spray nozzles, 
tot slides, water guns, a 671-foot 
long lazy river and two large 
slide towers. Tower activities 
include run-out slides and racing 
tubes. The main attraction is 
the Flowrider surfing machine, 
which creates an endless moving 
mountain of water to simulate 
ocean surfing. Surfers can ride 
the waves with an audience as 
two covered bleachers flank the 
machine. 11 a.m.–7 p.m. $17 
(48 inches or taller), $12 (under 
48 inches tall). 5300 E Road, 
Baytown. 281-420-6647.  
www.baytown.org/piratesbay.com 

Pleasure Pier
Galveston’s Pleasure Pier offers 
a unique coastal theme park 
atmosphere with midway games 
and more than a dozen rides. in 
addition to the traditional carnival 
offerings like the Galaxy Wheel 
Ferris wheel, carousel and car 
rides, Pleasure Pier houses the 
iron Shark roller coaster and the 
Gulf Glider swing, towering over 
the entire park and giving riders 
a bird’s eye view of the coast. 
Hours are seasonal and subject 
to change. One-day passes are 
$19.99 for 48 inches and under 
and $26.99 for 48 inches and up. 
2501 Seawall Blvd., Galveston. 
409-766-4920.  
www.pleasurepier.com 

Houston

Space Center Houston 

Space Center Houston offers 
a variety of attractions and 
exhibits, including the Space 
Center Theater, Blast Off 
Theater, NASA tour, astronaut 
gallery, starship gallery, a kids’ 
play place and Living in Space 
module, which simulates life 
aboard a space station. Hours 
of operation vary. $22.95 
(adults), $21.95 (seniors), $18.95 
(children 4-11). $5 discount for 
ordering tickets online. 1601 
NASA Parkway, Houston.  

Continued from | 39
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Krissie Vanyo - 281.210.0097 krissie@bandierpartners.com

PRIME LOCATION NEAR I-45 NORTH INSIDE THE WOODLANDS, MINUTES AWAY FROM 
TOWN CENTER, MARKET STREET AND THE FUTURE EXXON CAMPUS

25919 Oak Ridge (BUILD TO SUIT)
from 14,000 up to 30,000 sq. ft.

Class A O�  ce Space For Lease in The Woodlands

Woodlands Pkwy.

Grogan’s M
ill Rd.

45
Nursery Rd.

Rye St.
Valley Wood Dr.

Oak Ridge Dr.

The Colonnade of The Woodlands | 30420 FM 2978, Suite 350

www.bearbranchfamilydentistry.com
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Village Center Dr
Woodlands Pkwy

CALL TODAY! 281-419-2327 (BEAR)
Serving Over 21 Years in Spring

Wesley J. Urich, DDS, AAACDKelly M. LeBlanc, DDS

FREE TEETH WHITENING FOR LIFE!

LoneStar.edu

“LSC-Montgomery makes 
it easy to transfer, and 
it prepared me in so many 
other ways. I write at a 
higher level because of 
one-on-one interaction 
with my professors.” 

—Kayleigh Overman-Fassel
 English
 Trinity UNiversity

Open doors
3200 College Park Dr.

Conroe, TX 77384

Start Here. 
Transfer 
Anywhere.
No matter where you are in  
Montgomery County, we’ve got  
you covered with two campuses— 
LSC-Montgomery and LSC-Conroe 
Center—ready to open doors to 
your future. Don’t let this fall pass 
you by. Registration for the summer 
and fall semester is ongoing!
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Anchored by the Kroger grocery store 
at 2301 Rayford Road, the shops, 
restaurants and services along Rayford 
Road and imperial Oaks Boulevard 
offer a variety of services and products. 
The center features three banks, five 
restaurants and two dental service 
facilities. 

Retail

1  Lone Star Ace Hardware, at 2111 
Rayford Road, sells tools, hardware, 
plumbing equipment, lawn and garden 
and outdoor living products, home 
goods, and electrical supplies.  
281-419-2121. www.acehardware.com

2  The Kroger store at 2301 Rayford 
Road offers a full range of groceries and 
food items, featuring fresh baked goods, 
fresh produce, a meat and seafood 
market, and home goods. The Rayford 
Road location also features a UPS store 
and Woodforest Bank branch.  
832-813-0300. www.kroger.com

Banking

3  BBVA Compass Bank, 2121 Rayford 
Road, offers personal, small business 
and commercial banking, as well as 
wealth management services, financial 
planning and asset management. 
 281-362-3280. www.bbvacompass.com

4  Chase Bank, at 2133 Rayford Road, 
provides its customers checking and 
savings accounts, student accounts, 
auto and student loans, home mortgage 
services, and financial planning. 
832-813-7331. www.chase.com

Beauty

5  Nails and Spa of Texas, at 2211 
Rayford Road, Ste. 101, offers a full 
line of nail and spa services, including 
manicures, pedicures, acrylic and 
shellacking. 281-298-7990.

6  Great Clips, at 2211 Rayford 
Road, Ste. 103, with more than 3,000 
nationwide locations, is the largest salon 
brand in the U.S. Great Clips offers 
haircuts for men, women and children 
with or without reservations, as well as 
online check-in. 281-298-2833.  
www.greatclips.com

7  Massage Envy, at 2211 Rayford 
Road, Ste. 115, offers Swedish, sports 
and deep tissue massages, as well as 
cranial therapy and reflexology in 1-hour, 
1 1/2-hour and 2-hour sessions.  
281-292-8878. www.massageenvy.com

8  Spring Tan, at 2211 Rayford Road, 
Ste. 120, provides its customers four 
levels of tanning services. The shop 
offers a variety of memberships and 
packages, including single month 
packages. 281-292-2055.  
www.springtan.com

Services

9  The AT&T store at 2211 Rayford 
Road, Ste. 105 sells wireless products, 
such as tablets and cell phones, cell 
phone carrier service, its U-verse digital 
television service, digital television 
packages, home phone, internet and 
bundle services. 832-813-0222.  
www.att.com

10  Postal Annex, at 2211 Rayford 
Road, Ste. 111, offers a full range of 
postal services, including mailbox rental, 
regular and freight shipping, packaging 
supplies, passport photos, notary 
services, copy services, and printing. 
281-419-0044. www.postalannex.com

Dining

11  Subway, at 2211 Rayford Road, Ste. 
107, sells a variety of sandwiches and 
salads for breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
The restaurant chain offers a full line of 
low-fat menu choices, along with chips, 
cookies, and drinks. 281-292-2275. 
www.subway.com

12  Little Caesar’s Pizza, at 2211 
Rayford Road, Ste. 109, specializes in 
its $5 “Hot and Ready” pizzas, which 
are ready for pick-up anytime during 
business hours. The pizza shop also 
offers speciality pizzas, buffalo wings 
and crazy bread. 281-292-1372.  
www.littlecaesars.com

13  Pollatta’s Mexican Grill, at 2211 
Rayford Road, Ste. 119, serves a full line 
of traditional Tex-Mex favorites, including 
enchiladas, tacos and burritos. Pollatta’s 
specializes in its fajitas and avocado 
enchiladas. 281-362-1114.  
www.pollattasmexgrill.com

14  Mooyah Burgers, at 2115 Rayford 
Road, Ste. 105, sells veggie, turkey 
and hamburgers with a full array of 
toppings, sauces and sides, including 
sweet potato fries. Mooyah specializes 

in milkshakes, which are offered in 14 
varieties made with real ice cream.  
832-585-0300. www.mooyah.com

15  Tutti Frutti, at 2111 Rayford Road, 
Ste. 103, offers soy-based frozen yogurt 
choices in 48 flavors, including kiwi, 
guava, royal red velvet, papaya, green 
tea, mint, and chocolate peanut butter. 
281-292-4200. www.tfyogurt.com

Dental

16  Dr. Erica Baker at Rayford Dental, 
2211 Rayford Road, Ste. 113, offers a 
variety of dental services, including 
cosmetic dentistry, white bonding, 
crowns and fillings, teeth whitening, 
bridges, and implants. 281-362-1222. 
www.rayforddental.com

17  Drs. Jeff Mardaga and Michael 
Eschelman at The Woodlands 
Orthodontist Group, 2211 Rayford 
Road, Ste. 117, specialize in providing 
braces for clients of all ages, as well 
as implants, extractions, retainers and 
crowns. 281-367-2211.  
www.woodlandsbraces.com

health Care

18  Drs. Gary Mueck and Bhavna Reddy 
at Memorial Hermann Medical Group 
Imperial Oaks, 2115 Rayford Road, 
Ste. 100, offer family practice medical 
services. Mueck has practiced medicine 
in The Woodlands for 18 years, while 
Reddy earned her medical degree 
from St. George’s University School of 
Medicine in Grenada. 713-897-7070.  
www.mhmg.memorialhermann.org

rayford road at Imperial Oaks Boulevard   Spring
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Rayford Rd. 

Postal Annex offers a full range of postal supplies 
and services. 

The Woodlands Orthodontist Group specializes in 
braces for all ages. 
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NORThWEST hOUSTON If pro-
posed legislation is signed into law this 
year, it will create the potential to over-
haul the state’s high school graduation 
plan and reduce the number of standard-
ized tests students are required to take. 
In late March, House Bill 5 passed 
in the House with a vote of 145 to 2 
vote. The bill then cleared the Sen-
ate Education Committee April 16. 
The bill lowers the number of end-
of-course exams high schoolers are 
required to take to graduate to five 
from 15 and creates a graduation 
plan with five different endorsements. 
State Sen. Dan Patrick, R-Houston, 
and chairman of the Senate Educa-
tion Committee, authored SB 3, which 
also called for lowering the number of 
end-of-course exams to five from 15. 
“We are so appreciative of efforts by 
Patrick to push for the reduction in 
testing,” said Teresa Hull, Cy-Fair ISD 
associate superintendent for govern-
mental relations, communications and 

chief of staff. “It’s not only our district 
pushing for that, but also parents. I 
think they’ve heard the message loud 
and clear that a reduction is necessary.”

Last April, Texas students began taking 
the State of Texas Assessments of Aca-
demic Readiness exam—the state’s new-
est standardized testing system, which 
replaced the Texas Assessment of Knowl-
edge and Skills. 
Full story by Marie Leonard

BuSINESS

rEGIONAL
Abridged stories from our Houston Metro editions Full stories online at impactnews.com

Bills aim to reduce standardized testing 

Prestigious Event Rentals Hunter Pence Baseball

Housing options analyzed as demand increases

NORThWEST hOUSTON A child-
hood dream of opening a baseball 
academy became a reality for a group 
of former and current professional 
baseball players, following the open-
ing of Hunter Pence Baseball Academy 
two years ago. Pence, a former Hous-
ton Astro and current San Francisco 
Giant, teamed up with brother Howie 
Pence and their childhood friends 
Ryan Patterson and Sean Danielson to 
open Hunter Pence Baseball Academy, 
through which they teach aspiring 
players the fundamentals of the game. 

TOmBALL Dugat started Prestigious 
Event Rentals in his Magnolia garage 
three years ago, renting inflatables for 
children’s parties. Now, he primar-
ily works with corporations setting up 
events, festivals and camps at oil fields, 
growing his business to include offices 
in Houston, Galveston and Midland.

The company offers everything to 
stage a party or event, including tents, 
flooring and carpeting, air condition-
ers, tables, chairs, linens, dishes and 
even luxury mobile restrooms with 
hardwood floors, granite counters and 

TOmBALL As both Tomball and Mag-
nolia experience growth, city officials 
recognize the need for a wider variety 
of housing options to satisfy increas-
ingly varied demographics of people 
moving to the area. The new Exxon 
Mobil campus in The Woodlands, Baker 
Hughes training facility in Tomball and 
a potential Lone Star College campus 
in Magnolia have caused officials to 
consider what can be done moving 
forward to ensure the projected popula-
tion growth can be accommodated.
“We want to be able to meet the 
needs of residents who are at differ-
ent points in their life cycles,” said 
Deborah Rose Miller, Magnolia’s 
economic development coordinator. 

“We are a community of rooftops, but 
we don’t have enough rental homes.”
Construction has begun or will start 
soon on several new multifamily 
complexes within the Magnolia area, 
but outside of city limits.   Land-
mark of Magnolia at 5402 FM 1488 
is expected to open later this year.
At the same time, Tomball city coun-
cil received a proposal from Trammell 
Crow Residential to build a multifam-
ily development at the northeast corner 
of Hwy. 249 and Holderrieth Road. 
Full story by Shawn Arrajj
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TOP STOrIES

TOMBALL
EXISTING
HOUSING

Low density residential 43%  
13% Low density residential  

High density urban 6%  12% High density urban 

Medium density suburban 45%  51% Medium density suburban  

 PRojECTIoNS by 2030

Rural 6%
24% RuralTOMBALL

PRojECTED
HOUSING

UH is an EEO/AA Institution 

Located  in LSC-University Park  near Tomball Parkway and Louetta Road 
northwest@uh.edu             uh.edu/northwest            832-842-5700  

facebook.com/UHNorthwest @UHNorthwest 

College of Technology 
M.S., Human Resource Development 
M.S., Technology Project Management 
B.S., Mechanical Engineering Technology 
B.S., Organizational Leadership & Supervision 
B.S., Retailing & Consumer Science 
B.S., Supply Chain & Logistics 

C. T. Bauer College of Business 
M.B.A., Evening Program 
   Energy Focus Available 
Certificate in Accountancy Program 
Global Business Minor 
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences 
B.A., Communication 
B.A./B.S., Psychology 

flatscreen TVs. 
“We don’t want to be average,” Dugat 

said. “We want to be the top of the line.”
Full story by Tamra Santana

“We can tailor the experience for 
what a client wants,” Danielson said. “If 
they’ve never played baseball before in 
their life and they need to know where 
first base is, we can help them. 
Full story by Marie Leonard
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$131,000 to the state.
Gable, who is in charge of reviewing video 

of possible violations, said the monetary 
value of the time he and his staff have allo-
cated to reviewing 26,000 potential viola-
tions between August 2012 and March 2013 
is about $42,000.

In addition to the financial strain, Gable 
said he believes it 
is a conflict that he 
determines whether 
a driver is issued a 
fine while he also 
serves as the judge 
during the review 
and appeal process.

“There is a con-
flict between me 
and my agency 
reviewing the red 
light camera videos 
and determining if someone should be held 
liable and guilty,” he said.

Gable said if a violator does not pay their 
fine, Redflex and the county could impose 
a civil penalty. However, Gable said he was 
unaware of any case of a civil suit brought 
against a violator.

“I don’t think it’s ever happened,” he said.
Gable also said it was possible a hold could 

be placed on a driver’s record so that he or 
she would be unable to renew their car’s reg-
istration until the violation was paid.

Although Gable was unsure if that com-
ponent was still in place and being utilized.

Contract in question
On Feb. 4, County Attorney J.D. Lam-

bright contacted Reflex, notifying the com-
pany of the county’s intention to terminate 
the contract effective April 1. The letter to 
Reflex stated “the county’s expenditures 
(both actual funds and in-kind) in operating 
the photo red light enforcement program 
continue to exceed the funding available for 
the photo red light enforcement program.”

Two weeks later, Redflex responded with a 
letter to Lambright’s office stating the coun-
ty’s claim was “ineffective.” Then on March 
28, Lambright sent notice to Redflex stating 
Texas law does not permit counties to enter 
into multi-year contracts, so the contract is 
null and void.

“So, none of the cameras at these inter-
sections are in compliance with the law,” 
Noack said.

In a prepared statement, Redflex Direc-
tor of Communications Jody Ryan said the 
company is interested in continuing its rela-
tionship with Montgomery County.

“Since 2007, Redflex Traffic Systems and 
Montgomery County have been working 
together to make roadways safer through 
the use of traffic safety cameras,” Ryan said 
in the statement.  “Studies show that traffic 
safety cameras modify driver behavior, and 
when implemented drivers slow down, stop 
on red, and roadways become safer. Redflex 
Traffic Systems is interested in meeting with 
the county to resolve outstanding concerns 

Cameras
Continued from | 1

and find a collaborative approach to con-
tinue this valuable public safety program.”

Officials also claim the cameras are not 
legal since the required traffic studies have 
not been completed and the proper road-
way signage is not in place. Noack said sig-
nage alerting drivers of the presence of an 
upcoming red light camera, as well as a sign 
notifying them of a potential fine, must be 
located at the approach of each intersection. 

“Some of these cameras have been 
installed without the 
proper studies,” said 
Woodlands Town-
ship Director Mike 
Bass. “Some of the 
violations may not 
be totally enforce-
able.” 

In July of last 
year, the county 
turned off five of 
the cameras after it 
was determined the 

intersections that they monitored had not 
undergone the required traffic study. The 
county then refunded more than $135,000 
in fines over the next two months. Shortly 
after, the traffic studies were completed and 
the cameras were turned back on.

 Despite the county’s efforts to terminate 
the contract, which was renewed by the 
commissioner’s court in 2011 for six more 
years, the 10 red light cameras in Precinct 3 
in The Woodlands were still operational at 
press time. 

“We don’t know why these intersections 
were selected,” Noack said. “We don’t want 
there to be a red light camera there just 
for the sake of generating revenue. These 
should, in theory, improve safety.”

Safety issue
Noack said although the Montgomery 

County Sheriff ’s Office, the Montgomery 
County Constable’s Office and the Texas 
Department of Traffic Safety all keep acci-
dent data, a report has not been compiled 
regarding the effectiveness of the cameras.

“There is no evidence that I have seen that 
shows our intersections are safer,” he said.

A July 2010 report issued by the Texas 
Transportation Institute, titled “Effective-
ness of Red Light Cameras,” examined 
reports from about 20 cities and counties of 
different sizes and samples that have used 
red light cameras. 

The TTI concluded that “if installed at 
locations with significant red light running 
crashes and/or violations, over a group of 
intersections, red light cameras substantially 
reduce red light violation rates and reduce 
crashes that result from red light running.”

Noack said no reports exist that show crash 
data in The Woodlands before and after the 
red light cameras became operational. 

Meanwhile, Bass expressed concern 
about removing cameras that may, in fact, 
be needed.

“If a traffic study says a particular inter-
section would benefit [from a red light cam-
era], then maybe it needs one,” he said. “I’m 
also concerned they would be removed just 

Are you in favor of Montgomery County’s efforts to end to 
the red light camera program in The Woodlands?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll

Annual breakdown: 

ToTAL: $131,086

2007: $2,673

2009: $12,684

2011: $30,801

2008: $1,053
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Annual breakdown: 

ToTAL: $89,088 }

Annual breakdown: 

ToTAL: $1, 394,936

2007: $0

2009: $18,634

2011: $21,152

2008: $7,437

2010: $56,000

2012: $83,808

2007: $27,994

2009: $273,326

2011: $332,640

2008: $110,880

2010: $388,080

2012: $394,936

Annual breakdown: 

2007: $15,834

2009: $287,143

2011: $356,451

2008: $124,287

2010: $297,870

2012: $364,049
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PUTTING A SToP To RED LIGHT CAMERAS?

In this graphic, the “Revenue” column represents money Montgomery County Precinct 3 has 
received through the payment of fines. “Expenditures” represent monthly payments to Redflex, the 
state of Texas and the costs for court hearings. 

This map shows the location of the 10 monitored intersections throughout The Woodlands
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“We don’t want there to 
be a red light camera 
there just for the sake 
of generating revenue. 
These should, in theory, 
improve safety.”

—James Noack, Precinct 3 Commissioner

to reduce costs and leave someone with a 
public safety issue.” 

Noack said if the cameras are removed, 
the responsibility of monitoring the inter-
sections would fall to law enforcement. 

“We have law enforcement to depend on, 
and we will then at least be able to study 
these intersections and understand where 
we are having issues,” he said.

 The Woodlands Township pays the 
Montgomery County Sheriff ’s Office for its 
own district and additional police officers. 
Bass is concerned without red light cameras, 

the costs to the township could go up.
 “Who is going to be responsible for the 

enforcement of the intersections?” Bass 
said. “It will fall back on the township 
and the sheriff ’s office we contract with. It 
may reduce [the county’s] cost, but it may 
increase [the township’s] cost.”

45

Source: Montgomery County Precinct 3

RED LIGHT CAMERAS IN THE WooDLANDS
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Trequests for the fiscal year have 
already outnumbered those of fis-
cal year 2012. The relocation of 
Layne Christiansen from Kansas 
and the expansion of Talisman 
Energy will be completed by end 
of 2013. 

“Energy is still our fastest grow-
ing sector,” Staley said. “We have 
not had to go out to make requests. 
Our phones have been ringing off 
the hook.”

No energy employer has pro-
vided more job growth in The 
Woodlands than Anadarko 
Petroleum, which has grown by 
300–400 employees over the last 

two years, 
said John 
Christiansen, 
A n a d ar ko’s 
e x t e r n a l 
communica-
tions direc-
tor. At more 
than 3,200 
e mp l oy e e s , 
A n a d a r k o 
is the sec-
ond largest 
e m p l o y e r 
in South 
M o n t g o m -
ery County, 
according to 
the EDP. 

In addi-
tion to the 
3 0 - s t o r y , 

Energy growth
Continued from | 1

817,000-square-foot Anadarko 
tower, the corporation occupies a 
building on Timberloch Drive and 
several floors in the Woodforest 
Bank building, whose employees 
will relocate to the new 31-story, 
549,000-square foot tower in 
spring 2014, a building that will 
house up to 1,525 employees. 

“We have grown tremendously 
just over the last two years,” Chris-
tiansen said. “Most of the jobs 
we’ve already added. We’re simply 
trying to consolidate the folks that 
we have, and we do continue to 
grow when our assets grow.”

Reasons for growth
Staley said the EDP has not 

specifically sought out oil and gas 
businesses, but rather the industry 
has sought out The Woodlands. 
With a booming economy in Texas 
and one of the strongest areas of 
growth coming from the greater 
Houston area, Staley said, compa-
nies are relocating from struggling 
areas of the country. 

Ron Mittelstaedt, CEO for 
Waste Connections, the largest 
energy and petroleum waste pro-
vider in the U.S., said his company 
relocated 100 employees in 2012 
from a struggling California econ-
omy to The Woodlands. 

Mittelstaedt said the company 
chose the Houston area because 
of its time zone and proximity to 
airlines, but said the state’s lack of 
income tax and the strong housing 
market were significant improve-
ments from California. 

Once the company decided on 

Gil Staley, CEO of The Woodlands Area Economic Development Partnership, 
said the oil and gas industry growth in The Woodlands will likely continue 
because of two projects under development: the 385-acre ExxonMobil 
campus and the northernmost segments of Grand Parkway. 

The ExxonMobil relocation south of The Woodlands is the largest 
construction project in the United States, estimated to bring 10,000–12,000 
employees to the area to be housed in the 3 million-square-foot facility. 
Staley said no businesses have admitted to moving to The Woodlands as a 
result of the ExxonMobil relocation, but he believes it has brought notoriety 
to the area.   

“What [construction of the ExxonMobil campus] has done is raised the 
awareness of the area,” Staley said. 

The region has not yet seen the impact of synergy, as companies benefitting 
from ExxonMobil may relocate to the region, he said.  

The future construction of the Grand Parkway should also contribute to 
future growth, Staley said, as the region will offer improved access to young 
professionals on the west side of Houston. 

the Houston area, Mittelstaedt 
said, The Woodlands’ amenities, 
economy, retail environment, 
schools and lack of traffic helped 
them chose the community. 

“What do people care about?,” 
Mittelstaedt said. “What’s my take 
home pay? That’s better. What’s 
my home going to cost? That’s 
better. What are the schools like? 
That’s better.”

Some of Waste Connections’ 
largest clients are also based in The 
Woodlands, such as Anadarko, 
Baker Hughes and  Newfield. 

Woodlands Township President 
Don Norrell said energy compa-
nies often base decisions on loca-
tion and quality of life, such as edu-
cation, transportation, community 
activities, health care and outdoor 
recreation. However, Norrell said, 
tax abatements are also a tool used 
to acquire new businesses. Even 
with the amenities offered by The 
Woodlands, he said, abatements 
are a necessity to compete with 
other locations. 

“Communities all over Texas 
offer tax abatements to businesses 
if they bring a certain number of 
jobs and investments to the com-
munity,” Norrell said. “We have a 
great product as a place for people 
to live, work and play. But in a lot 
of cases, you get into a bottom line 
decision with some folks who are 
lured by tax abatements.”

Township abatements almost 
always fall in line with abatements 
offered by Montgomery County, 
Norrell said, as long as they meet 
certain requirements. 

Only one county abatement 
has been turned down by the 

township: an office condominium 
development with multiple own-
ers. 

Christiansen said Anadarko 
received a 10-year tax abatement 
on the 31-story expansion esti-
mated at about $28 million. Tax 
abatements help large corpora-
tions make long-term investment 
decisions like relocations and 
expansions, he said, although he 
praised other amenities offered by 
The Woodlands. 

“If you’re raising a family, [The 
Woodlands] offers the kinds of 
things you’re looking for: good 
schools, parks, good recreation, 
things that can attract business cli-
entele,” he said. 

Impact on The Woodlands 
Norrell said the oil and gas 

industry growth provides several 
benefits to the community, includ-
ing a significant impact on sales 
and property tax revenue, which 
fund the majority of the town-
ship’s annual budget. Norrell said 

the energy sector is also a “major 
driver” of hotel occupancy tax 
revenue thanks to corporate meet-
ings, trade shows and conventions. 

“Houston is known throughout 
the world as the energy capital 
of the world,” Norrell said. “Cer-
tainly, The Woodlands benefits 
with Houston’s positioning in 
this business sector. This indus-
try provides good, solid jobs for 
residents of The Woodlands and 
contributes to the overall tax base 
in a positive way.”

Of the major non-retail employ-
ers in South Montgomery County 
as of January 2013, 32 percent of 
all employees—or about 8,100 
employees—come from the energy 
sector, according to the EDP. 

Staley said the energy employer 
growth also benefits retail employ-
ment growth as those energy 
employees spend money in retail. 

Find related stories at impactnews.com. 
Keyword Search

ExxonMobil, energy development
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PERFORM
AT YOUR BEST
Low T Therapy

$499
- Includes Of� ce Visit, Initial blood test
- 3 months of testosterone therapy
- Increase Strength and Endurance
- Increase Libido & Sexual Desire
- Enhance Mood & Well-Being
- Increase Lean Muscle Mass, Increase Energy

GUARANTEED RESULTS on your 
� rst visit or it’s FREE

FDA APPROVED MEDICINES

• Erectile Dysfunction and         
Premature Ejaculation

WOODLANDS: 832-510-2777
1011 Medical Plaza Drive, Suite 230

HOUSTON: 713-588-1416
2630 Fountain View Drive, Suite 409

MensClinicsofAmerica.com
Improving Men’s Health And Performance

Only 
$99
Only 
$99 Build Equity;

Why PAY Rent?{ {Providing today’s smart business owners with quality offi ce ownership. 
Don’t throw away money each month on rent. Call us and own today! 

25511 Budde Road | The Woodlands, 77380  | 281.292.6100 | www.brownstoneoffi cecondos.com 

PIN
K

iGoPink.org

GO
PINK

September 14, 2013

October 25, 2013

COMING SOON!

4th Annual iGoPink

HIGH HEEL
HAPPY HOUR

THEBREASTCANCERCHARITIES
OF AMERICA
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DO 
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Featured Neighborhood
Carlton Woods Creekside, The Woodlands 77389

Square footage: 1,586–10,413

Home values: $180,540–$2,950,000

Amenities: Nature trails, YMCA, neighborhood pools, 
kayak and canoe rides 

Property taxes:

Tomball ISD    1.3600%

Harris County MUD 386   0.9900%

The Woodlands Township  0.3912%

Harris County Hospital   0.3250%

Lone Star College System District  0.1210%

Harris Country Emergency  0.0300%

Harris County Flood Control  0.0281%

Port of Houston Authority  0.0186%

Harris County Department of Education  0.0066%

Total (per $100 value) 3.4626%

Market Data provided by 
Haley Garcia

Signature Living Properties | Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

Homes on the market (As of December 31, 2012)

Featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (Jan. 1–Dec. 31, 2012)

No. of homes for sale 59

No. of homes under contract 27

Average days on the market 65

No. of homes sold 235

Square footage (low/high) 1,586/7,708

Selling price (low/high) $180,540/$2,950,000

5 Bedroom/5 Full, 1 Half Bath, 5,974 sq.ft. 
Agent: Diane Kink, Keller Williams Realty The 
Woodlands, 281-364-1588

74 badger Lodge Circle $1,500,000

6 Bedroom/6 Full Bath, 3 Half Bath, 10,284 sq.ft. 
Agent: Aaron Harris, RE/MAX Carlton Woods Sales 
281-367-7000

230 Fazio Way   $2,980,000

5 Bedroom/4 Full, 2 Half Bath, 5,507 sq.ft. 
Agent: Luis Tamborrel, Tamborrel Properties 
832-482-9367

26 badger Lodge  $2,000,000

5 Bedroom/6 Full, 1 Half Bath, 8,747 sq.ft.  
Agent: Cheryle Sanderson, Better Homes & 
Gardens Real Estate, 281-367-3531

83 Fazio Way  $3,500,000

rEAL ESTATE
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Flintridge Dr. 

Market Data
On the market  (As of April  4, 2013) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or under 4/82 2/34  —  — 15/62 35/65 13/50

$150,000–$199,999  — 4/27 2/22 4/21 15/46 44/84 14/65

$200,000–$299,999 5/25 8/39 19/10 18/39 11/38 60/61 16/49

$300,000–$399,999 1/4 13/27 9/24 11/85 15/78 26/83 24/56

$400,000–$499,999 6/48 20/30 18/29 5/80 2/16 1/12 7/35

$500,000–$599,999 4/107 7/22 10/22 1/13 1/227 1/12 7/35

$600,000–$799,999 9/159 7/33 19/65 1/77 1/52 1/163 32/89

$800,000–$999,999 3/140 4/31 16/85 1/416 1/9  — 20/103

$1 million + 15/137 13/74 49/99 1/23  —  — 24/172

Number of homes sold/Average price

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

March 2013 27/$305,347 52/$329,645 71/$478,426 15/$275,939 29/$198,415 61/$181,531 66/$345,781

March 2012 15/$534,360 47/$321,267 55/$430,845 25/$282,939 30/152,556 58/163,885 52/360,495

Feb 2012 9/$185,717 23/$398,141 27/$449,372 8/$285,907 17/$151,599 38/$169,463 32/$298,731

Jan 2012 12/$363,158 23/$388,570 31/$63,8992 8/$227,217 14/$140,108 30/$182,901 25/$259,463

Dec 2012 22/$523,428 44/$408,896 53/$438,843 15/$260,809 26/$173,668 53/$186,862 57/$427,633

Nov 2012 18/$326,933 45/$326,499 47/$376,253 23/$286,713 36/$181,902 65/$196,126 56/$313,937

Oct 2012 25/$289,898 52/$335,918 50/$435,475 15/$233,543 33/$233,543 38/$167,535 42/$262,295

Sep 2012 16/$263,821 49/$276,654 67/$412,770 21/$259,408 28/$172,930 70/$198,840 45/$285,457

Aug 2012 30/$240,405 73/$294,963 97/$371,598 22/$226,727 20/$159,971 66/$154,309 62/$329,372

For more information on these listings call:
Haley Garcia
281.701.6174 heritagetexas.com

18 West Isle
The Woodlands | $2,500,000

4415 tropper Ct.
Benders landing esT. | $775,000

15 AvAlon oAks pl.
The Woodlands | $525,000

New Listing!

New Listing!
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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Convenient care in your community.
Stay healthy this year. We treat a wide range of health needs, including acute and chronic illnesses, such as 
hypertension and diabetes.

From preventive medicine to treatment of colds and flu to well woman exams and physicals, you can count 
on us to care for your whole family.

Our dOctOrS will See yOu nOw.

Visit mhmg.memorialhermann.org for location 
details and to schedule your appointment.

Gary Mueck, M.D.
Family Medicine
Imperial Oaks

Lane Hart, M.D.
Family Medicine
The Woodlands

Sujatha Anand, M.D.
Family Medicine
The Woodlands

Bindu Sudhakaran, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Spring

Bhavna Reddy, M.D.
Family Medicine

Imperial Oaks

John Rogers, M.D.
Family Medicine

Executive Health
The Woodlands

Kent Erickson, M.D.
Family Medicine

Occupational Medicine
The Woodlands


