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Stay local. Go mobile.

Community Impact Newspaper’s 
hyperlocal news and deals are now 

available in a mobile-friendly format.

18-month project includes new 
rooms, restaurant, lazy river

Conference center to undergo renovation

$38.9 million tagged for LSC-Montgomery

LSCS calls for $500 
million bond election
By Matt Stephens

Experiencing unprecedented 
student growth over the last five 
years across its six campuses, 
Lone Star College System will 
hold a $497.7 million bond elec-
tion May 11. If approved by vot-
ers, the bonds would fund $38.9 
million in improvements at the 
Montgomery campus and a new 
80,000-square-foot campus in 
the Village of Creekside Park. 

Since the college system’s last 
bond election in 2008, Lone Star 
College enrollment has grown 
by nearly 30,000 students over 
five years, about five times the 
size of an average Texas com-
munity college’s enrollment, 
said Ray Laughter, LSCS’s vice 
chancellor for external affairs. 

“This bond election is all 
about growth,” Laughter said. 
“When you add 60 percent sys-
tem growth in five years you 
have to prepare for the next 
wave of it.”

Laughter attributed the 
increase in student enrollment 

to several factors, including 
population growth in the region 
and high school graduates opt-
ing to attend community col-
leges prior to major universities.

 “There is a real shift to people 
taking a year or two years at a 
community college and then 
transferring to four-year univer-
sities,” Laughter said. 

The college system has already 
increased its faculty size to coin-
cide with the student growth,  
LSCS officials said, with a 36 
percent increase in full-time 
equivalent faculty growth over 
the last five years. Class sizes 
increased about 24 percent, and 
the student-to-teacher ratio has 
grown from 17-to-1 to 21-to-1. 

Bond basics
 State law requires voters to 

approve the issuance of gen-
eral obligation bonds, which 
will be paid back by the Inter-
est and Sinking Fund portion of 
the LSC tax rate. However, this 
bond election will not impact 

By Brian Walzel
Work has begun on a $60 million expan-

sion and renovation of the 39-year-old 
Woodlands Resort and Conference Center—
a project developers hope will improve the 
stature of the iconic facility while establishing 
it as a tourist destination.

The Woodlands Development Company 
and the Howard Hughes Corporation, which 
own the conference center, announced the 
project in March, and Alex Sutton, co-presi-
dent of the Development Company, said con-
struction has begun and should take about 18 
months to complete. 

The project includes the renovation of the 
property’s 60,000-square-foot conference 

center and more than 400 guest rooms as well 
as construction of a lazy river, a new steak-
house and spa.

“The market is to the point now that in 
order to remain competitive we need to 
upgrade our meeting space and upgrade our 
rooms,” Sutton said.

Project details
Peter Doyle, Howard Hughes Corp. execu-

tive vice president, said the conference center’s 
current 222 rooms will undergo an overhaul, 
while an additional 184 guest rooms and suites 
will be constructed along the Panther Trails 
golf course. The room renovations will results 
in 406 new guest rooms at the facility.

The conference center will feature a new 
covered entryway and a new renovated 
lobby using modern design concepts while 

See Renovations | 44

See Bond | 42

Lone Star College System proposed bond projects

  LSC-CyFair   
  $55 million

• New instructional building  
- 100,000 sq. ft. 

• New instructional building  
- 50,000 sq. ft.

• Increased parking  
- 1,000 spaces

• County required traffic 
improvements

• LSC-Fairbanks Center  
- 200 parking spaces

   LSC-Kingwood  
   $38.2 million

• New health care  
instructional building  
- 50,000 sq. ft.

• Student services 
expansion - 5,000 sq. ft.

• New instructional  
building – 20,000 sq. ft.

• Increased parking  
- 450 spaces

   LSC-University Park   
   $59.3 million

• New instructional  
science building  
- 50,000 sq. ft.

• New instructional arts 
building - 45,000 sq. ft.

• Increased parking 
- 170 spaces

   LSC-North Harris 
   $120 million

• 2 instructional buildings  
- 70,000 sq. ft. and 
50,000 sq. ft.

• Training building  
- 50,000 sq. ft.

• Road improvements, 
increased parking 

• LSC-Victory Center  
expansion -25,000 sq. ft.

• Future Aldine Center  
- 85,000 sq. ft.  

   LSC-Tomball  
   $102.2 million
• Student services/instruc-

tional building  
- 60,000 sq. ft.

• New campus entry drive 
and increased parking  
- 300 spaces

• Build-out Health Science 
Building – 20,000 sq. ft.

• Future Creekside and 
Magnolia Centers 
- both 85,000 sq. ft. 

 

    System-wide 
   support projects
   $84.1 million 

• Campus safety and 
security improvements

• Technology infrastructure 
upgrades and expansion

• Program management 
and land acquisition

• Growth contingencies
• New educational support 

building - 46,000 sq. ft.
• 210 parking spaces

Source: Lone Star College
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An artists’ drawing depicts the proposed renovations 
at The Woodlands Resort and Conference Center.

• New student services building   
- 60,000 sq. ft.

• New university center  
- 54,000 sq. ft.

• Increased parking  
- 420 spaces

• Widen/improve entry drives

 LSC-Montgomery - $38.9 million

tuition costs, according to LSCS 
officials, and similar to the bond 
elections in 2000 and 2008, 
will not require a property tax 
increase. Laughter said the sys-
tem’s AAA bond rating allows it 

to borrow money at a lower rate 
and LSCS has historically paid 
down debt early enough to not 
require a tax increase. 

“We have a track record of 
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Whether you are part of a big business, small business or more 

likely, one in between, there’s a place for you in The Woodlands. 

Nearly 1,900 national and international companies of all sizes 

have already claimed this thoughtfully-planned development as 

their headquarters. Here, you’ll fi nd a highly educated workforce 

and solid retention advantages complemented by world-class 

legal, fi nancial and business services. We invite you to take a tour 

of available space and see how The Woodlands has prepared for 

your arrival.

Now Leasing
 10 WATERWAY AVENUE

Class A Offi ce Building in The Woodlands Town Center with quick 
access to restaurants and amenities.

Property Overview:
• 500,000 square feet
• 20-story Class A offi ce building with in-building parking
• Designed to be LEED Silver Certifi ed

Features:
• High quality lobby fi nishes and rich exterior construction
• Situated in The Woodlands Waterway Square District
• Easy access to Interstate 45 and Bush Intercontinental Airport
• Walking distance to The Woodlands Mall, Market Street and dozens 
   of restaurants

We have an
offi ce with your 
name on it.

www.TheWoodlands-Commercial.com

Paul Layne 281-719-6104  |  Alex Sutton 281-719-6268

The Woodlands Development Company

 

Robert S. Parsley 713-830-2121  |  Norman V. Munoz 713-830-2136

Colliers International

A  D i v i s i o n  o f  T h e  H o w a r d  H u g h e s  C o r p o r a t i o n

Where Business Lives Well
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According to the American Cancer Society, the early detection of breast cancer saves thousands of lives each year.  

One of the newest tools in this effort is 3-D mammography, or tomosynthesis, which allows physicians to take sharper, 

better quality images, resulting in the earlier detection of smaller tumors and a reduction in “false positives.”

Advanced technology is important, but it’s our people who make the difference. Along 

with 3-D mammograms, St. Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital offers comprehensive 

breast care through a highly specialized, fellowship-trained, board-certified 

medical team that includes a breast radiologist, breast pathologist and 

breast surgical oncologist.

Top quality medical care, close to home.

Call 936-266-3200, option #3 today  

for an appointment. Saturday  

appointments available.

We’re taking  
mammograms to a whole  

new dimension.

17200 St. Luke’s Way  |   The Woodlands, TX 77384

StLukesWoodlands.com

Complimentary valet parking available Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

3-D MAMMOGRAMS 
Now available at St. Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital
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On the beautiful Fazio designed golf course

2013 Golfing In The Woods
Tuesday, June 4

The Club at Carlton Woods

936-539-6686
Golfi ngintheWoods.org
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In the late 1970s I lived 
in Bryan-College Station 
and had the opportunity 
to attend a newspaper 
training session at The 
Woodlands Resort and 
Conference Center. At 
the end of the conference 
most of my group stayed 
over to play golf and 
enjoy the great facilities. 
This shaped my image 
forever of this commu-

nity as a premium place to live and play. 
The conference center was one of the first tourist 

attractions in our community and has had a signifi-
cant effect on The Woodlands. The facility is now 
undergoing an 18-month remodeling project that will 
enhance it as an even more desirable destination for 
local residents, businesses and regional tourists.

In this issue we provide extensive coverage of the 
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take the poll last month’s poll results

Do you support the bond referendum?

  yes, Woodlands area and/or Creekside students will  
      benefit from the new centers.

  yes, the improvements will help LSC keep up with  
      enrollment growth. 

  No, the improvements are not important to me.

  No, i do not agree with LSC calling for more bond money  
      at this point in time.

  i have no opinion.

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

Which of these mobility, transportation 
or transit projects would you most like 
to see in The Woodlands?
Lane expansions on major roads

  44.8% 
Expanded trolley service

  24.14% 
Other

  20.69% 
A Town Center transit station

   8.62%
More park and rides

  1.72%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected March 14–April 3.

Lone Star College System is issuing a bond election May 11, 
asking voters to approve $500 million in system-wide campus 
improvement projects. The measure also includes new facilities 
in Magnolia and in the village of Creekside Park in The Wood-
lands. This month, Community impact Newspaper examines 
the need for the new facilities and the growth the system is 
experiencing. 

For our March edition, Community impact Newspaper The 
Woodlands reported on efforts by local transportation and 
mobility leaders to improve transit in The Woodlands. We 
asked readers to give us their opinion on what mobility im-
provements they would most like to see in The Woodlands. 

remodeling project. The development will include the 
addition of a lazy river and premium steakhouse that 
will ensure people throughout Texas will consider 
spending their family vacations in The Woodlands. 

Meanwhile, Lone Star College has proven to be key to 
the growth and vitality of our community by provid-
ing an educated and skilled workforce for current and 
future businesses. The Lone Star College System is 
now the fastest growing community college system in 
America with more than 90,000 students.

On May 11, a bond election will take place with LSCS 
administrators hoping its passage will ensure LSCS is 
able to keep up with the growth by expanding its facili-
ties and infrastructure. This election and what it means 
to our community is an important issue and is our lead 
story this month.
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4  Children’s Learning Adventure is 
now open at 3709 College Park Drive. 
The 26,000-square-foot children’s 
academy features an indoor basketball 
court, movie theater, science lab, mock 
television studio, technology center 
and art studio. Classes and programs 
are offered for children of all ages and 
are designed to nurtures each child’s 
creativity through arts, music and 
movement and dramatic play.  
936-647-3962.  
www.childrenslearningadventure.com

Now Open

1  Clint Price and Mark Rasperry have 
opened their second Woodlands location 
of Crust Pizza Co. at 8000 Research 
Forest Drive, Ste. 340, in the Alden Bridge 
Village Center. Crust Pizza Co. offers 
handmade pizzas, pastas and subs, as 
well as a selection of wines and beer, in 
an upscale family friendly environment. 
The restaurant also has available catering 
services and online ordering.  
832-585-0999. www.crustpizzaco.com

2  St. Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital 
recently expanded its cardiovascular 
health services with the opening of the 
Cardiac Rehabilitation Clinic, located in 
the Medical Arts III building at 17450 
St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 350. The clinic offers 
four phases of rehabilitation services 
for patients, including heart condition 
education, available treatments and 
hospital procedures. Other physician-
driven phases include education about 
psycho-social issues surrounding 
lifestyle changes, wellness, exercise, 

nutrition and the creation of a long-term 
heart health maintenance plan.  
936-266-3130.  
www.stlukesthewoodlands.org

3  James Plog opened JP’s Grill at 
399 Sawdust Road in the Woodwind 
Shopping Center on March 1. The 
restaurant is a 1950s-style family diner 
featuring more than a dozen different 
hamburger choices, 10 hot dog options, 
milkshakes and other Texas favorites. 
281-298-5462. www.jpsburgers.com

IMPACTS
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Featured Property with 53,500 +/-SF: 
28420 Hardy Toll Road, near I-45
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5  Color Interiors has opened its third 
area location at 26415 I-45 N. in The 
Woodlands. The store offers full service 
flooring, including wood, carpet and tile, 
as well as granite countertops, counter 
backsplashes and shower tile.  
936-442-2050. www.colorinteriors.com

6  Garage—one of Canada’s favorite 
teen retailers—is now open at The 
Woodlands Mall, 1201 Lake Woodlands 
Drive. The retailer operates more than 
170 stores globally, and The Woodlands 
Mall location is the second in the Greater 
Houston area. Garage sells fashions 
designed for teenage girls and is located 
on the lower level near Macy’s.  
www.shopgarageonline.com

7  The eighth area location of Christian 
Dry Cleaners is now open at 10700 
Kuykendahl Road. Christian Dry 
Cleaners offers basic dry cleaning 
services, including free pickup and deliver 
to homes and businesses. 281-292-4004. 

8  Texas Tuscan Furniture Designs has 
opened at 26207 Oak Ridge Drive, Ste. 
A.  The store sells handcrafted solid wood 
furniture, including dining tables, coffee 
tables and bookshelves. 281-292-5536. 
www.facebook.com/
TexasTuscanFurnitureDesigns

9  Located at 4747 Research Forest 
Drive, Ste. 100, Define Body and Mind 
is an exercise studio specializing in 
balanced fitness and customer service. 
Programs focus on improving fitness, 
increasing strength of the body and 
mind through a variety of exercises 
in a modern studio setting. The 
2,800-square-foot Woodlands location is 
Define’s sixth in the Houston area.   
832-499-6383. www.definebody.com

10  Blue Mug Cafe is now open at 30420 
FM 2978, offering the features of a 
traditional coffee house, including juices, 
coffee, fresh breakfast choices and lunch 
items such as sandwiches, salads, burgers 
and specialty entrees. 281-292-2583.  
www.facebook.com/bluemugcafe

11  Massage Heights recently opened 
its second location in The Woodlands at 
4775 West Panther Creek, Ste. 220B. The 
business offers massages, skin therapy 
and other rejuvenating services. 
832-800-413. www.massageheights.com

12  Ferguson Kitchen, Bath and Lighting 
Gallery is open at 16590 I-45 N. Ferguson 
sells bathroom and kitchen lighting and 
accessories, as well as cabinetry and 
counter products. Consultants are on site 
to help customers find the right products 
for their home improvement projects. 
936-273-0205. www.ferguson.com

Coming Soon

13  First Victoria National Bank has 
purchased a 1.24-acre site in the future 
Creekside Park Village Center to build a 
branch bank. The branch will be located 
at the northeast corner of Creekside 
Forest Drive and Kuykendahl Road. 
Construction is expected to begin in early 
2014. First Victoria National Bank will 
feature an open concept bank with two 
drive-thru lanes, a deposit-enabled ATM, 
two conference centers and a club-style 
business center. www.firstvictoria.com

14  Planned for a late summer opening 
at 1501 Lake Robbins Drive in The 
Waterway Square parking garage is Cycles 
TX. The Woodlands shop will be the first 
Texas location of Cycles TX, which will 
carry a full line of entry level and high-
end bicycles for all ages, as well as biking 
accessories and sportswear. 

15  Schedule for a Sept. 1 opening is 
Bone Daddy’s House of Smoke at 151 
David Memorial Drive. The Shenandoah 
location will be the seventh Texas location 
of Bone Daddy’s, which serves traditional 
barbecue and sides, as well as chicken, 
burgers, steaks, salads and sandwiches.  
www.bonedaddys.com 

16  Construction of the new Family 
Life Center at The Woodlands United 
Methodist Church, 2200 Lake Woodlands 
Drive, began in April. The project is the 

first phase of construction in the church’s 
Imagine campaign, which will expand 
its facilities dedicated to children’s 
ministries and The Woodlands Methodist 
School. The school will offer kindergarten 
through third grade for the 2013–2014 
school year, and it will expand through 
sixth grade by 2016. Construction of 
the Family Life Center will feature a 
gymnasium, library, classrooms and room 
for expansion to allow for future growth 
of the school. 281-297-5900.  
www.thewoodlandsumc.org

Relocation

17  Couture House Rentals has relocated 
to 26511 I-45 N. The new location is 
double the size of the previous store, 
allowing for more inventory, larger 
dressing rooms, a 400-square-foot 
industrially equipped alterations area, 
and a 400-square-foot floral shop. 
Couture House is an apparel and 
accessory shop specializing in the rental 
of designer evening gowns and cocktail 
dresses. 281-863-9542.  
www.couturehouserentals.com

Anniversary

18  Tradition Bank is celebrating its 50th 
anniversary. The Houston-based bank 
is a local community bank with seven 
locations in the area. The bank focuses 
on personal service and building the 
community by helping small businesses 
grow. Its Woodlands location is at 3205 
College Park Drive. 713-666-2511.  
www.traditionbank.com

19  Oman, Berry & Associates, a 
Certified Public Accountants firm 
located at 10200 Grogan’s Mill Road, 
Ste. 420, recently celebrated its one-
year anniversary of business in The 
Woodlands. Oman, Berry & Associates 
is made up of tax professionals who 
provide tax planning, compliance, and 
consultation services for individuals and 
small–to medium-sized businesses with 
domestic and international activity.  
713-253-8612. www.omanberry.com News or questions about The Woodlands? 

E-mail wdlnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Brian Walzel

St. Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital recently 
opened its Cardiac Rehabilitation Clinic.

2

JP’s Grill is now open at 399 Sawdust Road and 
offers 1950s-style diner menu choices.

3

Color Interiors opened its second Woodlands-area 
location at 26415 I-45 N.
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Crust Pizza Co. opened its second Woodlands 
location in the Alden Bridge Village Center.
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WHERE SERVICE IS AN

281-364-9799 | 1640 Lake Woodlands Dr.
www.WoodlandsRugGallery.com

Heirloom Rugs Crafted for Future Generations | Expert Cleaning & Repair 
 Call Today for Pricing, Pick-up & Delivery Options
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South Montgomery County entities 
name projects for transportation study

TRANSPORTATION

Hwy. 242 to Rayford Rd. Grand Parkway to Hwy. 242

Sawdust Rd. and I-45 Tamina Rd. and I-45

David Memorial Dr. to Hwy. 242 Robinson Rd. and Hanna Rd. 

Kuykendahl Rd. to Grand Parkway Gosling Rd. to Grand Parkway

transportation department, said the group 
will meet in April to refine the vision of the 
mobility scope and begin creating agree-
ments with local participants. Clark said 
there is no timetable for when requests for 
consultants may be sent out, although he 
anticipates the study should be completed 
by spring of 2014 in time to be included in 
the 2040 Regional Transportation Plan. 

A draft document of the RTP will 
be completed by late 2014, Clark said, 
and the inclusion of projects from the 

transportation study would help improve 
those projects’ chances of receiving fed-
eral funding. 

While many officials expressed a desire 
to prioritize transportation projects 
through H-GAC’s study, Clark said federal 
funding for projects may not necessarily 
agree with the region’s prioritization. 

“Funding opportunities happen when 
they happen,” Clark said. “Project No. 7 
may get funding before projects No. 1, 2 
and 3.”

A possible north–south connector from 
Hwy. 242 to Rayford Road.

The following is a list of proposed transportation projects 
suggested by South Montgomery County mobility leaders.

Future Grand Parkway

A possible northbound connection of David 
Memorial Drive to Hwy. 242.

Address congestion on Rayford Road and 
Sawdust Road at i-45 intersection. 

improved connectivity from Kuykendahl 
Road to Grand Parkway

A possible toll road connecting Grand 
Parkway and Hwy. 242. 

Address traffic at Robinson Road, 
particularly where it intersects Hanna Road. 

improved mobility at the intersection of 
Tamina Road and i-45. 

improved connectivity from Gosling Road to 
Grand Parkway.  

Robinson Rd. 
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d. 
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45
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                 Sawdust Rd.                            Rayford Rd. 

Spring Stuebner Rd. 
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          Research Forest Dr.                        Tamina Rd. 

By Matt Stephens 
Discussions regarding the creation of 

a transportation study by the Houston-
Galveston Area Council and various South 
Montgomery County entities continued in 
March. County officials identified mobility 
projects and problem areas, such as high 
congestion areas, for the proposed study. 

Officials from Montgomery County, The 
Woodlands, Oak Ridge North, Shenan-
doah, Conroe and others discussed the 
scope of H-GAC’s study at Precinct 3 
Commissioner James Noack’s office March 
20. The study will examine transportation 
concerns across the region and prioritize 
transportation projects. 

“Putting a plan together that we can all 
get behind will be very important to the 
future of this county,” Noack said.

Noack suggested several areas of study 
across the precinct, including the inven-
tory and assessment of all Precinct 3 
roadways and bridges, the evaluation of 
current intersections and signal syn-
chronization, and the potential for new 
roadways, such as a north-south corridor 
east of I-45 to connect Rayford Road with 
Hwy. 242 and a west to northbound direct 
connector from Grand Parkway onto the 
Hardy Toll Road. 

The commissioner also said certain 
roadways and intersections in need of 
improvements should be reviewed, includ-
ing I-45 at Rayford Road and Sawdust 
Road, Budde Road, Aldine Westfield Road, 
and the intersection of Robinson Road and 
Hanna Road. 

County Judge Alan Sadler suggested 
studying the feasibility of toll roads, par-
ticularly one connecting  Grand Parkway 
to Hwy. 242, which could expand further 
north to Hwy. 105. 

Sadler said another potential toll road 
could stretch northwest into Montgomery, 
and he believes toll roads could provide 
funding for transportation projects that 
will be difficult to obtain from future bond 

referendums, tax increases and through 
the Texas Department of Transportation.

“This is about money,” Sadler said. “We 
had a $300 million road bond issue [in 
2011] which failed because of a tax increase 
and I’m not sure that’s going to change any 
time soon.”

Other officials also expressed interest in 
specific projects. 

The Woodlands Township Director 
Mike Bass said rights of way are already 
planned for several major thoroughfares 
in The Woodlands, but he would like to 
see improved access to the Grand Parkway 
from Gosling Road and Kuykendahl Road, 
as well as improved connectivity to Spring-
woods Village. 

Shenandoah City Administrator Greg 
Smith said the study needs to address 
the area of Grogan’s Mill Road north 
of Research Forest Drive, as well as the 
intersection of Tamina Road and I-45, a 
northbound extension of David Memo-
rial Drive to Hwy. 242, and possibly a 
new westbound corridor from I-45 to 
The Woodlands. 

Oak Ridge North Mayor Jim Kuykendall 
said he was concerned with the traffic in 
his city along Robinson Road. 

“It just paralyzes the community at 
different times of day,” Kuykendall said. 
“People cannot get out of the community.”

Bicycle lanes, I-45 ramps, the expansion 
of FM 2978 and its noise concerns, and 
other projects were also discussed as pos-
sible areas of study. Conroe Councilman 
Guy Martin said his city has interest in the 
inclusion of Conroe in the study, which 
Martin said would be discussed before the 
next committee meeting on April 24. 

The Woodlands requested the inclu-
sion of a separate but parallel transit 
study. 

“Roads will not solve our mobility 
issues,” Bass said of transit concerns. 

Alan Clark, Metropolitan Planning 
Organization director for H-GAC’s 
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Proposed area mobility improvements
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“Buy land, they aren’t making it anymore.”- Mark Twain

P A I D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Je�  Beard, CCIM
President

Commercial Real 
Estate Leaders

LANDLORD & TENANT 
REPRESENTATION

SITE ACQUISITION

SALES & LEASING

REAL ESTATE CONSULTING

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

INSIGHT.
LEADERSHIP.
EXPERTISE.

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

Diana Gaines

Land, as far back as anyone can remember, has been considered a most valuable commodity – an idea Mark Twain captured in his simple quote, “Buy land, they aren’t 
making it anymore.” Here in North Harris and Montgomery counties, real estate participants are embracing Twain’s philosophy and buying land at a substantial pace.

The amount of land sale activity is no surprise considering local market conditions. The area’s rapid employment growth, pro business environment, and the quality of 
life for residents all infl uence the real estate market and work to create desirable land opportunities. Major developments in the area, like the new ExxonMobil corporate 
campus, will continue to fuel demand for commercial land in the foreseeable future.   

Why this land site and how is it valued? 
Land owners, investors, and developers always ask the question, “What can my site be used for and what is it worth?” The Highest and Best Use is determined by 
what land use will generate the greatest cash fl ow and value for that property. Highest and Best Use is infl uenced by the basic concept of supply and demand. Supply 
represents how much the market can o� er, while demand refers to how much of a product or service is desired by buyers. All land sites are unique and a� ected by ever-
changing market conditions. This makes the task of calculating supply and demand for available land only more complex and time consuming. Development plans or 
marketing may need to be modifi ed to refl ect and capitalize on unanticipated trends.

In this same vein, Market Value is 
an important guideline used by real 
estate professionals and appraisers 
to determine the probable value 
of a tract of land. The factors they 
consider include the land parcel’s size, 
shape, road frontage, visibility, and 
location at a signalized intersection. 
Other factors like public utilities 
or environmental issues, and local 
conditions in a community also have 
an impact. Ultimately, Fair Market 
Value occurs when a willing Seller 
and a willing Buyer agree on the 
land’s value and strike a transaction. 
Through their daily participation 
and activities, market experts 
reach out to their counterparts and 
customers to discuss market trends, 
track recent comparable sales, and 
review current listings in order to 
keep abreast of the items that e� ect 
a property’s Fair Market Value.

Enhancing Value
The Woodlands, founded by businessman and land developer George P. Mitchell, is a great example of a community prepared for future population growth and land 
consumption. The master planning process includes forecasts of households and various land uses the community will add as it expands, thus enhancing the value of 
present and future developments. Sometimes land owners may have a predetermined value, but educating them and explaining the development process, along with 
market conditions, often helps them realize their property commands a higher value, particularly in growing and emerging markets. 

If you are considering buying or selling land, our team of expert commercial real estate brokers at The J. Beard Real Estate Company can provide the information you 
need to make a sound decision. Tap into our insight, leadership, and expertise by calling 281-367-2220, or visit our web site at www.jbeardcompany.com to view our 
current listings.
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RESEARCH FOREST DRIVE 
AND GROGAN’S MILL ROAD

OVERPASS
The Woodlands Development Company is proposing an overpass at 
Research Forest Drive over Grogan’s Mill Road. The Development 
Company believes the overpass will ease traffic congestion along 
Research Forest Drive, but the City of Shenandoah is concerned the 
project may negatively affect its businesses and residents.

Current Road

Proposed Overpass
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 Research Forest Dr. 

Shenandoah maintains opposition to 
proposed Research Forest overpass
By Brian Walzel

With one project The Woodlands Devel-
opment Company tried to include on the 
2013-16 Transportation Improvement Plan 
having been scrapped, another is experi-
encing resistance.

The Shenandoah City Council is oppos-
ing a plan to build an overpass on Research 
Forest Drive over Grogan’s Mill Road, a 
project the Development Company has 
said would alleviate traffic congestion 
along Research Forest Drive.

However, the Shenandoah City Council 
cited a lack of communication with The 
Woodlands on the project’s development 
and concern by its residents that it will 
have a negative impact on quality of life.

“I want our relationship with The Wood-
lands to be good,” said councilman Darrell 
Frazier. “I want the communication to be 
open, and I appreciate the information 
they did give us, but I still feel there needs 
to be more studies done.”

In April of last year, the Develop-
ment Company submitted a plan for two 
projects to be listed on the 2013-2016 TIP, 
a plan that also included a direct connect 
flyover at Research Forest Drive and I-45 
into Shenandoah. But that project was 

TRANSPORTATION

abandoned after the cities of Shenandoah 
and Oak Ridge North refused to support it. 

Mobility projects needing federal fund-
ing often need support from the affected 
entities, said Precinct 3 County Commis-
sioner James Noack. 

“Having opposition on a project is 
always a red flag,” Noack said.

Mobility projects are placed on the TIP, 
which assigns federal, state and local fund-
ing, after their readiness is screened and 
the benefits of the project are determined. 
The Houston-Galveston Area Council 
advocate for projects to be included on the 
TIP. The Transportation Policy Council 
makes the final decision on whether a 
project receives federal or state funding. 
Despite the council’s opposition, Noack 
said he supports the plan for an overpass.  

“I plan on going to H-GAC and talking 
about me being in favor of the project,” 
he said. “Overall I think it is good for the 
community.”

Robert Heineman, vice president of 
planning for The Woodlands Development 
Company, said he was unsure what the fate 
of the plan ultimately would be. He said  
the project could still receive funding, and 

it was still being submitted to H-GAC for 
inclusion on the TIP.

“The decision [on whether to fund it] is 
in their court,” he said.

An overpass at Research Forest Drive 
and Grogan’s Mill Road could potentially 
receive funding through Montgomery 
County or The Woodlands Road Util-
ity District, Noack said, even if it is not 
approved for federal or state funding.

According to a February 2012 traffic 
survey conducted by Atkins Engineering 
and sponsored by The Woodlands Devel-
opment Company, about 30,000 vehicle 

trips per day travel through the Research 
Forest Drive/Grogan’s Mill Road intersec-
tion. With the impending construction 
of the Hughes Landing development on 
the east shore of Lake Woodlands, and 
other projects such as a Hyatt hotel being 
constructed nearby, local officials believe 
traffic along Research Forest will increase.

“Any way you look at it, there’s three or 
four high rise buildings going into that 
area,” said Shenandoah Mayor Wes Ste-
phens. “That intersection is not going to be 
the same intersection.”

 

How fast are we growing? Lone Star 
College has added 30,000 students 
in the past 5 years. That makes us 
America’s fastest-growing college, now 
with 90,000 students! Naturally, such 
unprecedented growth requires new 
learning facilities and infrastructure. 

The May 11 bond referendum includes 
centers that can provide technical 
workforce training for many high-demand 
industries. Learn more about how this 
bond program will help us continue to 
open doors to a better community at 
LoneStar.edu/Bond2013

63% of jobs
will soon require an education

 beyond high school. 
expANded fACiLiTieS wiLL HeLp uS CoNTiNue growiNg 

 To MeeT THe deMANd for A More SkiLLed workforCe.

Bond Election May 11
No tax rate increase
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I-45 HOV lanes could extend to S. Loop 336
By Matt Stephens 

The Texas Department of 
Transportation has proposed an 
extension of the I-45 HOV lanes 
north to S. Loop 336 in Conroe. 
The extension is estimated to 
cost $2 million with construc-
tion planned for 2020 unless 
TxDOT receives additional 
funding for the project. 

“[The lane extension] will 
provide a way for transit and 
HOV traffic to have their own 
lane and help reduce conges-
tion,” TxDOT spokeswoman 
Raquelle Lewis said.  

The project has been placed 
near the top of Houston-Galves-
ton Area Council’s Transporta-
tion Improvement Plan, a list that 
includes more than $400 million 
worth of transportation projects 
that are prioritized to receive 
federal funding. 

“It’s such a small amount of 
money for something which 
affects so many people,” said 
Alan Clark, Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization director for 
H-GAC’s transportation depart-
ment.

TRANSPORTATION

Clark said funding for projects 
at the top of the TIP could receive 
funding as early as 2014, but the 
timing depends on the readiness 
of a project. An environmental 
impact study is underway to 
evaluate noise and air qual-
ity impact, but Clark said the 
document is “fairly advanced” 
and could be sent to the Federal 
Highway Authority soon. 

Once the project receives 
additional funding, construction 
could begin quickly. Clark did 
not estimate a timetable on when 
construction could begin, but he 
estimated it would take less than 
a year to complete. 

Clark said the extension 
requires no significant con-
struction. The concrete barriers 
of the current lane will not be 
expanded. Instead, the project 
will include striping, signage and 
“candlesticks,” or visible barriers 
which will not damage vehicles. 

The current HOV lane—
which ends just north of FM 
1960—also serves as an HOT 
lane, meaning single-occupant 
vehicles can use it for a fee. Clark 

said there has been no discus-
sion yet of this extension being 
designated as a HOT lane. 

“I think it would make sense 
to open these lanes to see how 
much demand they have and 
then see how much need there 
would be for single-occupancy 
vehicles,” he said. 

Also unlike the existing lane, 
which forces traffic to drive 
southbound in the morning 
and northbound in the after-
noon, Clark said, the proposed 
extended HOV lanes would 
likely allow northbound and 
southbound traffic all day. 

Clark said the improved 
mobility from this project could 
benefit all motorists on I-45. 

“For those persons who 
are eligible who use the facil-
ity, congestion frequently 
now backs up in Montgomery 
County; this is going to make 
traffic time less and make it 
more reliable,” Clark said. “And 
if I can’t use a carpool, it’s nice 
to know that my neighbor is not 
occupying the lane next to me 
and is on a bus.”

I-45 Proposed 
HOV Extension
The Texas Department of Transportation 
is planning to extend the i-45 high-
occupancy vehicle lanes that currently 
begin and end at FM 1960 north to 
South Loop 336 in Conroe. The project 
is planned for 2020, but it could begin 
sooner if funding becomes available. 

The HOv lane, which also allows for 
single-occupancy vehicles for a toll, 
currently starts around FM 1960 and 
includes 11 access points. The lane 
features concrete barricades. 

under TxDOT’s proposal, the current 
HOv lane would be extended along 
available right-of-way north to Conroe 
and include “candlesticks,” rather than 
concrete barricades. 

CURRENT

PROPOSED
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1 No purchase required. Wells Fargo may, at its own discretion, limit the number of personal access codes or cancel the free credit score and complimentary report promotion at any time. Your credit score 
could vary by lender depending on the type of scoring used. The credit score you receive in this promotion will be the Experian custom VantageScore and it may not be the same as the credit score 
obtained by a lender and is for educational purposes only.

2 With the Wells Fargo Credit score promotion, you receive a personal access code to check your current Experian custom VantageScore up to � ve times over a 90 day period. As of 3/1/13, the price is $7.95 
for a one-time custom VantageScore score. Retail value to get this score � ve times is $39.75. After accessing your score � ve times, you will receive a message that you have reached the limit. Your score will 
re� ect the credit score from your 5th access and will not be updated. However, if you continue to access your credit report, it will contain updated credit information.

© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. 
NMLSR ID 399801 Materials expire 4/15/13. (842274_07779)

Stop by from now until April 15, 2013 to take advantage of this limited time promotion. Your 
credit score can be an important tool, so we can sit down with you and help you understand 
where you stand. Stop by your local store today to get your personal access code. You then have 
the option to discuss your credit score with a Wells Fargo banker, who can help you understand 
your credit situation and evaluate your options. Because an open dialogue can open doors.

Get your free credit score and 
complimentary credit report. 
For a limited time, in stores 
through April 15, 20131.

This exclusive promotion for Wells Fargo customers provides unique benefi ts: 
•  Get your credit score for free — up to 5 times, which is up to a $39 retail value
•  Evaluate specifi c factors that impact your credit score
•  Access your full credit report at no charge2, with no impact to your credit score
•  Review your credit report and see if there are any errors
•  Have an optional, one-on-one conversation with a banker to talk about your credit situation

For more information, visit wellsfargo.com/freecreditscore

Proposed HOv 
Segment
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Stylish you. 
Luxury us.

Contact us for more information:

CBRE | Brokerage Services 

T: 713 577 1757 | E: jessica.ochoa@cbre.com

Bring your business to Market Street.
Experience the best in upscale amenities.

Now leasing 15,700 square feet of Class A 

office space in Market Street The Woodlands. 

Convenience and quality right in the heart 

of The Woodlands.
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Oak Ridge North retail center gets 
makeover, expects new tenants
By Matt Stephens 

While the City of Oak Ridge North 
continues to revamp its economic devel-
opment strategy, one of the city’s largest 
shopping centers is receiving a facelift from 
Grocers Supply. The company has pur-
chased all the property in the Oak Ridge 
North Shopping Center along I-45 and has 
begun a complete renovation. 

Susan Cates, Oak Ridge North economic 
development coordinator, said Grocers 
Supply began discussions with the city 
about a year ago regarding the renovation 
of the shopping center, off the I-45 feeder 
road just south of Robinson Road. Gro-
cers Supply owns the Food Basket grocery 
store in the center and negotiated with two 
property owners for the purchase of the 
remainder of the center, Cates said. 

“We’re committed to supporting Hodges 
Food Basket, and we felt like the center had 
good potential and it would help the image 
of the store,” Grocers Supply Chief Operat-
ing Officer Dave D’Arezzo said. “We own 
a lot of supermarket real estate in the state 
of Texas and generally we like to own the 
whole center so we can control the quality 
of the tenants.”

Since purchasing the 4.8 acres of 

property—which includes 27,700 square 
feet of buildings and space for either one 
additional large building or two smaller 
buildings—Grocers Supply has begun 
improving the facade of the buildings, 
Cates said. Upgrades will also be made 
to the signage, as well as landscaping and 
water and sewer infrastructure. 

“It’s going to be an incredible benefit to 
the revitalization of that freeway district,” 
she said. “It changes our whole front door. 
So many people got their first impression 
of Oak Ridge North as they were on the 
flyover in stop-and-go traffic going into 
The Woodlands. And they’re looking over 
to their right and they saw a very aged out 
property that had significant vacancies.”

The shopping center is about 80 per-
cent vacant, Cates said, although some 
businesses will remain, such as Nielsen’s 
Bakery and Nails Forever. Grocers Supply 
is working with The Retail Coach—a retail 
recruitment firm hired by the city—to 
bring types of businesses to the shopping 
center the city is lacking, including restau-
rants and other sales tax generators. 

“They are specifically targeting areas 
that we know [fill] a void,” Cates said. “And 
our citizens, through the comprehensive 

DevelOPMeNT

planning process, have confirmed ‘This is 
what we want.’” 

The city is also encouraging Grocers 
Supply to reel in sales tax revenue-gen-
erators with an Economic Development 
Corporation sales tax reimbursement, 
which begins in fiscal year 2014 and phases 
out over three years. The city also has an 
agreement that reimburses the company 
after renovations are completed and proof 
of payment is provided.  

The agreement includes a reimburse-
ment of costs up to $60,000 for facade, 
window and awning improvements; up to 
$15,000 for landscaping improvements; up 
to 50 percent of the cost up to a maximum 

of $25,000 for the purchase of a multi-ten-
ant pylon sign; and up to $75,000 for water 
and sewer line improvements. 

The funding provided by Grocers Supply 
for the renovations depends on the ten-
ants that fill out the shopping center, said 
D’Arezzo, who praised Oak Ridge North 
for its help in the process. 

“The city has been very helpful working 
with us on different ideas,” D’Arezzo said. 

While no new businesses are confirmed 
for the shopping center, improvements 
should be completed by Oct. 1—when the 
city’s 2014 fiscal year begins—and new 
businesses could  occupy vacancies soon 
after, Cates said. 
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Renovations are underway at the shopping center in Oak Ridge North along the I-45 north feeder road.

The Kink Team would like to thank our friends and clients for 
helping us achieve the following awards:

• 2012 Top 10 Teams in Houston 
 –The Houston Business Journal 

• Top 10 Teams and Groups in the Nation 
 –Keller Williams International 

• Top Luxury Homes Member 2012 #1 Luxury Agent in North America
 –Keller Williams Luxury Homes

THANK YOU

Diane Kink and The Kink Team 

Thank you for your business
and continued support!
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START HERE. GROW HERE.
The Greater Houston Partnership (GHP) 
can help YOUR business grow.

- Confi dential real estate/business facilities searches

- Assisting in evaluating and applying for incentives

- Facilitating workforce training and recruitment

- Providing data on key business factors

- Advocating for local and state issues

- Facilitating the permitting process

- Providing key introductions to strategic partners

- Providing information on networking and 

   business events

- Collaborating on public relations matters

For more information about how we can help your business be successful in the 
Houston region and around the world, contact Chad Carson @ 713-844-3614 today!

Visit our website to see Houston business success stories.
www.opportunityhouston.com #WeAreHouston
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Call today to schedule 
an appointment: 

281.440.5300
or 866.333.6932

Internal & Family Medicine  |  Dermatology  |  Rheumatology  |  Radiology  |  Imaging  |  Laboratory

Compassionate

Care
Northwest Diagnostic Clinic - The Woodlands 
welcomes Shilpa Vaidya, M.D. to our team. 
Dr. Vaidya is Board Certifi ed in Internal 
Medicine and has been in practice 
since 2001.

She received her Doctorate in Medicine 
from Kasturba Medical College Manipal in 
India and her internship and residency 
training were completed at Montefi ore 
Medical Center/Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine in Bronx, New York.

Give Northwest Diagnostic Clinic a 
call to schedule an appointment 
with Dr. Vaidya. 

Learn more about us 
at nwdc.com

Cypress Station Area 
1140 Cypress Station Drive

Houston, TX  77090
(near Houston NW Medical Center) 

The Woodlands Clinic (Forest Crossing) 
9100 Forest Crossing Drive
The Woodlands, TX  77381

(near Research Forest and Gosling)

The Medical Center 
2010 Naomi Street, Suite A

Houston, TX  77054
(near Texas Medical Center)

Accepting most major insurance plans
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Springwoods
Village nearing
home occupancy 
By Brian Walzel and Marie Leonard 

With the construction of the major 
infrastructure components of Spring-
woods Village, including roads and utili-
ties, near completion, the development’s 
first residents are expected to soon be 
moving in to new homes.

“We will have people living there by the 
end of the year,” said Keith Simon, senior 
vice president and development director 
for Springwoods Village.

The $10 billion mixed-use community 
is comprised of 1,800 acres and is located 
west of I-45 just south of the ExxonMobil 
campus, which is under construction. 
Once completed, Springwoods Village will 
feature about 5,000 homes and will accom-
modate a population of 15,000 residents. 

According to Springwoods Village 
planners, the development is expected 
to serve 35,000 to 50,000 workers in the 
professional corporate sector.

Simon said the first phase of construc-
tion, which included installing the initial 
underground infrastructure and design 
details, has been completed and Phase 
II, which includes home construction is 
underway.

“The roads are not yet open to the 
public, but they will be later this year,” 
he said.

In June of last year, Springwoods Vil-
lage announced the community’s first 
three homebuilders, Taylor Morrison for 
large, single-family luxury homes, Sul-
livan Brothers for mixed-lot residential 
and Martin Fein, which will develop the 
Belvedere at Springwoods Village multi-
family apartment homes. 

Karen Travelstead, sales and marketing 
director for Sullivan Brothers Builders, 
said 15 of their homes in Springwoods 
Village have been sold. Sullivan Brothers 
will construct 89 homes on the eastern 
portion of the development. 

UPDATe

“We were blessed to be located next 
to I-45, which is a great transportation 
corridor,” Simon said. “With the addition 
of the Grand Parkway, we’re really at the 
corner of Main and Main, which is a great 
way to start.”

CDC Houston, which is the par-
ent company developing Springwoods 
Village, has also been working with the 
Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris 

County on the possibility of extend-
ing the North Line light rail north to 
Springwoods Village, due to the high 
concentration of future residents and 
employees. 

“There may be 35,000 to 50,000 people 
working and living here,” Simon said. 
“When you have that many people in a 
fairly concentrated area, bringing light 
rail to it makes a lot of sense.”
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Single family homes by Sullivan Brothers Builders will be available in Springwoods Village by the end of the year.

“Our homes [have a] southern coastal 
identity, a craftsman style that is not your 
traditional suburban home,” she said. “It’s 
classic architecture that is very timeless.”

Travelstead said Sullivan Brothers is 
receiving inquiries about its Springwoods 
Villages homes everyday. Several of the 
early homebuyers are employees of Exx-
onMobil who will soon be working at the 
new campus.

Springwoods Village planners have said 
they expect many of the 12,000 workers 
who will eventually be  working at the 
385-acre ExxonMobil campus to live in 
the new community. 

“[ExxonMobil has] certainly become 
a critical catalyst and an engine to drive 
the development of Springwoods Vil-
lage, which will include residential, retail, 
hotels and other office space,” Simon 
said. “This is the way we always start our 
master-planned communities—in other 
words, we wait until we have a jobs cata-
lyst to drive the development.”

In addition to the ExxonMobil cam-
pus, Southwestern Energy announced in 
November that it was building a 25-acre, 
10-story office building in Springwoods 
Village for its new corporate office. 
According to Southwestern Energy, about 
1,000 employees will relocate to the new 
facility when it is completed in 2014.

Simon said construction on the new 
Southwestern Energy building, which will 
be located along I-45, will begin soon.

Transportation has been an important 
foundation for Springwoods Village, 
through which a portion of the Grand 
Parkway will run when complete by 2015. 
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More than 20 percent of the land in Springwoods Village has been allocated to open space preserves, 
including Town Lake. The Town Lake Park corridor will offer recreational amenities and an outdoor theater.
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THE FALLS at IMPERIAL OAKS
N E W  S E C T I O N S  N O W  O P E N

Your Personal  
Wealth... 

Brad Bowman     
Financial Advisor 
Houston Area Market
281.599.6023 

Gets Our Personal  
Attention.

In addition, FVP Investment 
Group, located in First Victoria, 
provides you with the  
opportunity to have convenient 
access to a wide range of 

investments1 in an environment which  
is familiar and comfortable to you.

Stop by to 
 learn more  

about how we 
can create  

financial solutions 
for you.

1Securities offered through Cetera Investment Services LLC, member FINRA/
SIPC. Investments are: • Not FDIC/NCUSIF insured • May lose value • Not 

financial institution guaranteed • Not a deposit • Not insured by any federal 
government agency. Cetera is not affiliated with First Victoria Bank.

Our Wealth Management 
Services and PrivateBankers 
at First Victoria offer a 
unique and different brand 
of banking, ranging from 
the most routine banking needs to more 
complex trust and insurance products1.

Jeannie Jennings     
PrivateBanking/Wealth Management
832.663.4507

Heidi Carney     
PrivateBanking/Wealth Management
832.663.4506

www.firstvictoria.com Formally known as PrimeVest Financial Services
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Be Your 
Own Boss

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL  
OF REAL ESTATE®

ChampionsSchool.com
TREC #0005 Open to the Public

If a career in Real Estate, Loan 
Origination, Inspection or Appraisal 
interests you, give us a call or go to 
ChampionsSchool.com and learn 
more about becoming a licensed 
Real Estate professional. Courses 
are available in the classroom, 
correspondence and online.

Get Started Today!
Galleria 713-629-4543
North 281-893-4484
West 281-496-7386

1983 - 20131983 - 2013

30th ANNIVERSARY
30th ANNIVERSARY

Real Estate Loan Origination

Inspection Appraisal

CITy, COUNTy & TOWNSHIP
News from The Woodlands, Harris County and Oak Ridge North Compiled by John Rigg, Brian Walzel and Matt Stephens

The woodlands Township
2801 Technology Forest Blvd.
281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

9 a.m. april 18 
6 p.m. april 24

city of oak ridge north
Williams Memorial Council Chambers
27424 Robinson Road
281-292-4648
www.oakridgenorth.com

7 p.m. april 22

harris co. comm. court
Harris Co. Administration Building
1001 Preston Avenue, Houston
713-755-5113
www.harriscountytx.gov

10 a.m. May 14

Meetings Tweetings
For instant coverage of 
these meetings, follow 
us on Twitter 
@impactnews_wdl

Tweetings

Oak Ridge North considers possible annexation 
for commercial development 

Woodlands IronGirl 
competition called off

OAk RIDGE NORTh The City of Oak 
Ridge North is considering annexing 
two separate tracts of land on the east 
side of the city that may be used for 
future retail and office development.

City Manager Vicky Rudy said there 
is a tract of land behind City Hall, 
located at 27424 Robinson Road, which 
had been owned by a homeowner for 
several years. The developer of the adja-
cent Compadre’s Texas Cafe recently 
purchased the tract with the plan to 
develop the land into retail and office 
space, Rudy said.

Rudy told the City Council at a 
meeting March 25 that was the only 
remaining tract of land which could be 
annexed without annexing Robinson 
Road and Hanna Road. The same devel-
oper also owns a tract of land along 
Robinson Road east of the railroad 
tracks, but the city cannot annex the 

land without first annexing Robinson 
Road. 

The City Council expressed concern 
with the maintenance of Robinson and 
Hanna roads, because Montgomery 
County currently maintains them. The 
city may be required to maintain the 
roads if it were to take ownership. Rudy 
said she has not spoken with Mont-
gomery County representatives yet, but 
said there could be future development 
benefits along the two roadways if the 
City chose to annex them. 

“That’s a decision for council, and if 
they want to take advantage of eco-
nomic development, then there’s a lot of 
benefit to it,” Rudy said. 

She said she would contact the county 
and hopes to bring information to 
council at an upcoming meeting in 
April. The city cannot forcefully annex 
property without a petition, Rudy said.

ThE WOODLANDS Event organizers 
for a proposed IronGirl competition, a 
women’s-only endurance event put on 
by the World Triathlon Corporation, 
have opted to withdraw their proposal 
for hosting an event in The Woodlands 
this fall.

The World Triathlon Corporation 
also sponsors the annual IronMan 
Texas triathlon that occurs each May in 
The Woodlands.

Scott Langan, race director for Iron-
Man Texas, initially proposed the Iron-
Girl event to The Woodlands Township 
Board of Directors for approval in 
January. 

Event planners formulated a course 
for the event, which would have been 
routed primarily through Town Center 
and the Panther Creek Village.

In February, Langan presented a 
detailed proposal to the township 
board while recommending three 
potential dates for IronGirl: Oct. 5, Oct. 
6 or Nov. 2. However, some township 
board members expressed concern over 
hosting another endurance event in The 
Woodlands and its potential affect on 
traffic. 

During the March 27 township board 
meeting, John Powers, assistant general 
manager for community services, said 
he spoke with Langan and World Tri-
athlon Corporation had withdrawn its 
proposal.

“We were notified recently that Iron-
Girl had withdrawn their proposal and 
I confirmed that...with Scott Langan,” 
Powers said.

Langan and Judy Molnar, vice 
president of IronGirl, declined to com-
ment to Community Impact Newspaper 
regarding World Triathlon’s decision to 
withdraw its proposal.

The Woodlands currently hosts 
several other endurance-style events, 
including IronMan Texas each May, the 
Muddy Trails Bash in April, the CB&I 
Woodlands Triathlon in May, the 10 for 
Texas in October and The Woodlands 
Marathon in March. 

The World Triathlon Corp. estimated 
an economic impact of an IronGirl 
competition in The Woodlands at more 
than $1 million with an estimated 1,500 
race participants. 

Harris County approves 2013-14 budget
hARRIS COUNTy The Harris County 
budget for the 2013-2014 fiscal year was 
adopted Feb. 26 by Harris County Com-
missioners Court and went into effect 
March 1. 

The budget contains $1.55 billion in 
expenditures and $1.3 billion in estimated 
revenue, with several increases from the 
adopted 2012-2013 fiscal budget. The 
administration of justice budget received 
an increase of $8.4 million over the prior 
year’s budget with about $5 million of 
the increase coming from the Public 
Defender’s Office. The increase is due to a 
loss in grant funding from 80 percent to 
20 percent this year. 

Other increases in the budget include 
$5 million in infrastructure and systems 
and a $3.5 million rise in fiscal services 

and purchasing. Law enforcement—which 
accounts for more than a third of the 
budget—experienced a $500,000 decrease 
from the proposed 2012 budget, although 
the estimated expenditures for the last fis-
cal year were nearly $16 million less than 
the proposed budget. 

Since departments roll over unspent 
funds each year, several areas received a 
boost in beginning cash, including $240 
million in the general fund, $209.9 million 
in the mobility fund and $29.9 million 
rise in the PIC Fund. The total amount of 
beginning cash is more than $1.9 billion. 

A report on roll-over budgets will be 
presented in April or May, while a capital 
project report will be given June 25 and a 
mid-year review will be presented Sept. 24.

HARRIS COUNTY BUDGET 2013-2104
    FY 2012-2013*  FY 2013-2014**
Infrastructure & Systems  $118.4 million  $131.2 million
County Services   $163.1 million  $173.5 million
Law Enforcement   $496.7 million  $512.1 million
Administration of Justice  $251.9 million  $259.0 million
Fiscal Services & Purchasing  $51.6 million  $57.7 million

Total General Fund-Departments  $1.08 billion  $1.13 billion
*Estimated expenditures for fiscal year 2012-2013. ** Approved budget for fiscal year 2013-2014.



The Woodlands Edition • April 2013 news  19

Tweetings

AT THe CAPITOl
News from the 83rd Legislative Session

By Karen Brooks Harper 
Capitol Correspondent

Legislators continue discussions on how to fund TxDOT
Texas lawmakers are searching 

for a path to finding billions of 
dollars in new annual funding 
for highway maintenance.

Devising a plan to double the 
state’s highway capacity in the 
next 50 years has emerged as one 
of the top priorities of the 83rd 
Legislative Session, and there has 
been little debate over funding 
new projects with the state’s 
healthy rainy day fund.

Ideas vary widely on how to 
raise the budget of the Texas 
Department of Transportation, 
which said it needs more than 
$4 billion more in funding every 
year just to maintain highway 
projects in the face of population 
growth and infrastructure strain 
in the coming decades.

Bills in the Texas House of 
Representatives and Senate 
range from authorizing “cen-
tury bonds,” which would allow 
100-year loans at a low fixed rate, 
to increasing fees for driver’s 
licenses to raising registration 
fees or fuel taxes for the first 
time in two decades.

But halfway through the ses-
sion, which ends in late May, no 
clear plan has yet been outlined 
on how to solve the funding 
issue in a state that runs out of 
bond money in 2014.

New funding source needed
State Sen. Kirk Watson, 

D-Austin, is pushing for a $50 
increase in annual motor vehicle 
registration fees, which currently 
start at $50.75 per year. County 
governments have the power to 
raise that fee by as much as $11.50, 
and several have, including Travis 
and Williamson counties.

Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst has 

promised to propose an amend-
ment to the budget passed by the 
Senate Finance Committee in 
early March that would authorize 
at least $1 billion from the state’s 
Economic Stabilization Fund, also 
known as the rainy day fund, for 
a revolving loan program for local 
transportation projects.

Gov. Rick Perry, who held off 
efforts to use the fund during the 
2011 session, has endorsed the use 
of $1.7 billion for transportation 
projects from the fund, which is 
expected to have a record-high 
balance of $11.8 billion in the next 
two years. 

Additional TxDOT funding 
could address some local trans-
portation concerns. James Noack, 
Montgomery County Precinct 3 
Commissioner, said more TxDOT 
funding could provide the county 
matching dollars for bond referen-
dums, like the $200 million bond 
referendum which failed to receive 
voter approval in 2011. 

“If that funding is available, it’s 
just another way to go out and 
better propose bond issues to 
voters,” Noack said. “We wouldn’t 
have to go it alone.”

Several transportation projects 
in South Montgomery County 
could use state funds, Noack 
said, including congestion at the 
intersections of I-45 and Rayford 
and Sawdust roads and at Robin-
son and Hanna roads, as well as 
another north-south thoroughfare 
east of I-45.

Using rainy day funds
Bills have also been filed in the 

House to withdraw money from 
the rainy day fund, but the fund 
cannot be used for any revolv-
ing cash flow, so another funding 

mechanism for maintenance and 
operating costs must be found.

Leaders have suggested more 
than $1 billion can be found in 
dedicated fees that are diverted 
from highway projects, but 
House Transportation Com-
mittee Chairman Larry Phillips 
has argued the amount might be 
closer to $300 million—nowhere 
near $4 billion more in annual 
funding TxDOT has requested. 

Proposed fee increases
House Speaker Joe Straus has 

said the $25 fee paid for driver’s 
license renewals every six years 
should be looked at as an addi-
tional revenue stream, and bills 
have been filed that would both 
increase that fee and decrease the 
amount of time between renewals.

An omnibus bill by Rep. Patri-
cia Harless, R-Spring, addresses 
several methods of funding in a 
proposal that would require voter 
approval for transportation fund-
ing and collects nearly $5 billion 
annually for highways. The bill 
would include a $50 increase in 
registration fees, a 10 cent rise in 
the gas tax and a redirection of 
some sales taxes from car sales 
into highway maintenance. 

Members of the House Trans-
portation Committee say those 
bills may not be the solution, as it’s 
likely to be broken into piecemeal 
bills and approved separately by a 
subcommittee and budget writers 
before hitting the floor of House 
and Senate.

But a Houston-area taxpayer 
advocacy group, Texas Future, 
endorses Harless’ plan, saying 
it costs motorists less than one 
penny per mile and avoids new 
toll roads.

RAINy DAy FUNDS

REGISTRATION FEES
State Sen. Kirk Watson, D-Austin, has 
proposed a $50 increase in annual 
passenger vehicle registration fees, which 
currently start at $50.75 per year. County 
governments can increase that fee by as 
much as $11.50, and several have.

The Economic Stabilization Fund, also known as the rainy day fund, is capped 
at 10 percent of the total general revenue budget. It is used as a way to stave 
off deficits and for one-time payments, and it cannot be accessed for ongoing 
funding of budgetary items. The money in the fund comes from a portion of oil 
and natural gas tax revenue, which is part of the reason the fund is currently so 
large, as Texas has experienced a boom in those industries.

Lawmakers have 
proposed several options 
to increase the budget 
of the Texas Department 
of Transportation, 
which has said it needs 
more than $4 billion 
in additional funding 
annually just for 
maintenance of existing 
highways.

TExAS
Funding

roadways
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$50 increase projected  
to generate

per year
$1.2 billion

Harris County charges

$11.50 in additional  
fees

Montgomery  
Counties charge

$10 in additional  
fees
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Sources: Texas Department of Motor vehicles, Texas House of Representatives, Texas Senate

      Wine Walk at Market Street
Thursday, June 6 • 5:30-8:30 pm

                 Wine Walk VIP presented by The Club

                                  Sips, Suds & Sliders –--–––
Presented by The Woodlands Mall

The Woodlands Waterway Marriott • Friday, June 7 • 5:30-9:30 pm

Wine Rendezvous Grand Tasting & Chef Showcase
presented by    –----

The Woodlands Waterway Marriott • Saturday, June 8 • 7-10 pm

Riveting! Relish in the Raddest of “What’s old is new again” in 
uncompromising splendor and culinary talent.

Upgrade your experience to the 
––– VIP Premium Lounge

713.557.5732 | www.wineandfoodweek.com
For a full event line-up and details:

THE BIG THREE

June 3-9, 2013

Wine & Food Week goes stark raving
Retro Rad

Wizard Gourmet,
Food Network Star Contestant
and Retro Rad Chef

presented by

Tim Hanni
Wine Wizard Master of Ceremonies

America’s 1st Master of Wine 
and author of Why You Like the 
Wines You Like

T
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50 Restaurants, 500 Wines • Scores of Events Throughout The Week
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Sam Houston State university Steel Drum 
Band, the Percussion Studio and Conroe iSD 
drumlines. 5 a.m.–10 p.m. Free.  
www.woodlandswaterwayartscouncil.org

17 Star Party
Lone Star College-Montgomery’s 

annual “Star Party” is an event for aspiring 
astronomers to enjoy the nighttime sky and  
hunt for stars, star clusters, stellar evolution, 
constellations and supernovas. The event 
features a presentation by astronomy 
professor and expert of star observations 
Aaron Clevenson. 7 p.m. Free. Health 
Science Center, Bld. B, Room 102, 3200 
College Park Drive. www.lonestar.edu  

18 Community Job Fair
A community job fair, hosted by the 

Woodlands Area Chamber of Commerce, 
provides potential employers and 
employees with employment opportunities 
in Montgomery County. Attendees will have 
a chance to meet with multiple employers 
to explore career options. 11 a.m.–4 p.m. 
Free. Sam Houston State university-The 
Woodlands Center, 3232 College Park Drive. 
281-367-5777. www.woodlandschamber.org

20 Building Hope Gala                                   
The 2nd annual Building Hope 

Gala features a cocktail reception, 
followed by a dinner with live music 
and dancing. The theme of “Doorways 
to the Future” is inspired by Habitat for 
Humanity’s mission of enabling home 
ownership for deserving low income 
families. Proceeds from the event  
support Habitat’s missions. The event’s 
host is Lisa Malosky and includes a live 
and silent auction, video presentation, 
and keynote speaker. 6:30 p.m.–midnight. 
$200. The Woodlands Waterway Marriott, 
1601 Lake Robbins Dr. 936-441-4663. 
www.hfhmctx.org

20 electrify your Strings
international recording artist Mark 

Wood, an original member of Trans-Siberian 
Orchestra, brings his educational program 
Electrify your Strings to The Woodlands High 

The event’s keynote speaker is Heloise, 
contributing editor and columnist for Good 
Housekeeping magazine for more than 25 
years and author of more than a dozen best-
selling books. Admission includes breakfast, 
refreshments and lunch. 7:30 a.m.–3 p.m. 
$79. Lone Star College System Office, 
Community Building, 5000 Research Forest 
Drive. 936-271-6342.  
www.lonestar.edu/womensconference

13 Creekwood Fishing Derby
The Creekwood Fishing Derby is an 

event for beginners to experienced anglers. 
Guests bring their own fishing poles and 
event staff provides bait. Staff and volunteers 
are available for assistance and prizes 
will be awarded for the longest, heaviest 
and smallest fish caught. 8–10 a.m. Free. 
Creekwood Park, 3383 S. Panther Creek 
Drive. 281-210-3950. 

13 Spring Bark 2013                                
The Lone Star Animal Welfare League 

hosts this event to promote animal rescue. 
The event includes wiener dog races, agility 
runs, dog dancing, a dog fashion show and 
pet contests. The Lone Star Animal Welfare 
League will sell T-shirts for $20. Money raised 
benefits the Fixing Montgomery County 
program. 9 a.m.–4 p.m. Free. Northshore 
Park, 2505 Lake Woodlands Drive.  
www.lsawl.org

13 through 14  
Waterway Arts Festival

The 8th annual Woodlands Waterway Art 
Festival returns offering 200 international, 
national and regional fine artists, as well as 
Grammy nominee and Blues Music Award 
winner Ruthie Foster, scheduled to perform 
Sunday. The Waterway Arts Council is a 
non-profit organization whose mission is 
to provide regional cultural enrichment 
opportunities that encourage, support and 
promote the performing visual arts. Cash 
only event. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. $10, $15 (two-day 
pass), free (12 and under). Town Green Park, 
2099 Lake Robbins Drive.  
www.woodlandsartfestival.com

14 Art Matters
Because Art Matters is presented 

by The Woodlands Waterway Arts Council, 
an outreach organization created to provide 
cultural enrichment and to support programs 
in the performing and visual arts for students, 
to encourage academic performance 
and attendance in Montgomery County. 
The event features interactive drum circle 
stations from bongos to body beats, the 

April 

11 through  14  
 Montgomery County Fair & Rodeo

The 56th annual event includes a barbecue 
cook-off, rodeo, live entertainment, food and 
activities for the whole family. The carnival is 
open daily along with a variety of shows and 
kid activities varying by day. Admission varies 
by day. Montgomery County Fairgrounds, 
9201 FM 1484 Road, Conroe. 936-760-3631. 
www.mcfa.org

11 Healthcare Small Business 
Networking         

The Woodlands Healthcare Small Business 
Networking event is a chance for small 
business owners in The Woodlands, 
Montgomery and Conroe areas to build 
relationships in the community and meet 
others who can help their businesses 
grow. Bring business cards and literature 
to network while enjoying a complimentary 
continental breakfast and door prizes. 8-9:15 
a.m. Free. The Forum, 5055 W. Panther 
Creek. 281-290-0190.

11 Dancing for Partners                    
Presented by Talisman Energy, 

Dancing for Partners benefits the yMCA 
Partners Campaign, which offers programs 
in child care, swim lessons, day camp, active 
older adults, sports and teen leadership. 
Community members are invited to 
support their favorite dancer, comprised of 
community leaders, while supporting yMCA’s 
mission. Guests will enjoy live entertainment, 
dancing and food, as well as the opportunity 
to dance with the “stars.”. Sunny 99.1’s Dana 
Tyson will be the Mistress of Ceremonies for 
the evening. 6-11 p.m. $750 (table of 10). The 
Woodlands Waterway Marriott, 1601 Lake 
Robbins Drive. 281-681-6723.  
ymcahouston.org/south-montgomery-county

11 lone Star libations & Culinary 
Creations

Hyatt Market Street hosts a bourbon-paired 
culinary experience showcasing vintages 
from Garrison Brothers. Guests will enjoy 
hors d’oeuvres followed by a four-course 
bourbon-paired dinner. The menu includes 
charred oak fried chicken, oak smoked and 
southern fried chicken, redneck cheddar 
and bourbon fondue, cherry glazed bone-in 
pork chop and spiced chocolate chess pie. 
6:30 p.m. $55. Market Street, 9595 Six Pines 
Drive, Ste. 1100. 281-292-5271. 

11 through 13  
Annual Book Sale 

The South Montgomery County Friends 
of the Library host its annual book sale. 
Donations of slightly used books, books on 
tape or CDs, DvDs and vHS tapes, puzzles 
and games are accepted in the Friends 
Room year round. 5–8:30 p.m. (April 11), 
9 a.m.–4:30 p.m. (April 12), 9 a.m.–3 p.m. 
(April 13). Free-$5. 2235 Lake Robbins Drive.   
www.smcfriendsofthelibrary.org

12 Women’s Conference
The Lone Star College Women’s 

Conference provides an opportunity to 
network with local professionals and enhance 
communication skills, setting goals for 
financial freedom and building  relationships. 
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Tomball Bunny Run
The City of Tomball hosts its 5th 
annual Bunny Run, which features 

a 5K run and a family-friendly 1-mile walk 
through old downtown. Activities include a 
mascot race and a “Blinged-out Bunny Ears” 
contest in which runners sporting the best 
bunny ears are awarded prizes. 8 a.m. ( start 
for runners), 8:45 a.m. (start for walkers). $25 
(5K), $20 (1-mile, 11 & up), $15 (1-mile, under 
11). 201 S. Elm St., Tomball. 281-351-5484. 
www.tomballtx.gov.
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Worth the TRIP

WWW.AMERIGOS.COM
25250 GROGANS PARK DRIVE 

THE WOODLANDS, 77380

Bu
dd

e 
Rd

.

Grogan’s Park Dr.

Grogan’s Mill Rd.

Sawdust Rd.

CELEBRATE MOTHER’S DAY AT

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

281.362.0808
OPEN 11am–9pm

MOTHER’S DAY 2013

BECAUSE MOM 
DESERVES THE BEST

Complimentary
 Champagne, Mimosa 
and Sangria Italiana!

A-LA-CARTE
BRUNCH MENU

11am–4pm

Chef Inspired 
Spring Specials

Traditional 
Amerigo’s Favorites

Kid’s Menu 
Available
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School Auditorium. The Woodlands High 
School Orchestra performs a live concert 
alongside Wood with proceeds going toward 
the purchase of new instruments for the 
program. $5 for students, $10 for adults 
(advance). $6 for students, $12 for adults (at 
the door). 6101 Research Forest Drive.  
936-709-1332. www.twhsorchestra.org

25 WineFest 
WineFest benefits the 

Montgomery County Women’s Center, 
a nonprofit, private organization that 
provides safe shelter, counseling, crisis 
intervention and legal support service to 
victims and survivors of family violence 
and sexual assault. This year’s theme is 
“Heard it Through The Grapevine” with 
the event featuring samples of signature 
dishes from more than a dozen local 
restaurants along with wine tastings from 
a variety of wineries. The event includes a 
silent auction and guests are encouraged 
to shop at the event’s “Market Place 
of Dreams” for goods and services 
needed by the Women’s Center’s clients 
and shelter. 6–9 p.m. $60–75. Macy’s 
Furniture Gallery at The Woodlands Mall, 
1201 Lake Woodlands Drive.  
www.winefesttx.org

26 through 27  
Relay for life                    

Relay for Life is an overnight fundraiser 
benefiting the American Cancer Society. 
Teams and communities from around the 
world gather to celebrate the lives of people 
who have battled cancer, remember loved 
ones, and fight back against the disease. 7 
p.m. Free. College Park High School, 3701 
College Park Drive. 832-545-8124.  
www.relayforlife.org

27 Open Water Swim Day  
and Clinic

Practice open water swimming to prepare 
for a triathlon, whether it is for a short or long 
course or both. No instruction is provided at 
the clinic. Red Cross-certified lifeguards and 
The Woodlands Fire Department firefighters 
will be on site. Advance registration is 
required. Hours and price vary by course. 
Ages 13 and older. 7:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. $25-
$40. Northshore Park, 2505 Lake Woodlands 
Drive. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

27 Conroe Kidzfest
The City of Conroe hosts this 

festival for all ages, featuring a variety of 
entertainment including activity villages, 
inflatables, game booths, water activities, 
climbing wall, splash zone and food vendors, 
as well as a movie in the park at 8 p.m. 10 
a.m. Free. 205 Metcalf St., Conroe.  
936-522-3900. www.cityofconroe.org

Li
z 

G
ri

m
m

Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion                                        
2005 Lake Woodlands Drive  
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300  
www.woodlandscenter.org
April 
 18  Symphony of Dinosaurs!, 7:30 p.m.
 20  Buzzfest 30, 1 p.m. – Sold Out
 24  The Lumineers, 7:30 p.m.
May
 3  Houston Ballet, 8 p.m.
 4  Diana Krall, 8 p.m.
 10  Hans Graf’s Farewell Concert, 8 p.m.
 11  KSBJ 30th Anniversary, 5 p.m.
 17  Dave Matthews Band, 7 p.m.
 24  “La Boheme,” 8 p.m.
June
 8  “The Music of Michael Jackson,” 
with the Houston Sympony 8 p.m.
 12  Mumford & Sons, 7 p.m.
 14  Texas Music Orchestra, 8 p.m.
 15  “The Earth – An HD Odyssey,” with  
          the Houston Symphony, 8 p.m.

Dosey Doe                                        
The Big Barn, 25911 i-45 N.,  
The Woodlands • 281-367-3774  
www.doseydoescoffeeshop.com
April 
 11  Lee Ritenour, Rhett Butler, 8:30 p.m.
 12  Johnny Lee, 8:30 p.m.
 13  JD Souther, Chris Walters, 7:35 p.m.
 14  Paul Thorn, 7:30 p.m.
 18  Robin Spielberg, 8:30 p.m.
 19  Shawn Mullins, Chuck Cannon, 7:35 p.m.
 20  Dan Hicks & the Hot Licks, 8:30 p.m.
 21  Collin Raye, Sean Ashby, 6:35 p.m.
 23  Collin Raye, 8 p.m.
 24  Solas, 8 p.m.
 26  Exile, Eric Meyers, 7:30 p.m.
 27  Scooter Brown Band, 8:30 p.m.
 28  Marc Broussard, 7:30 p.m.

Crescent Moon                                        
440 Rayford Road  
Spring • 281-364-9463  
www.crescentmoonwinebar.com
April 
 11  Trick Dog
 12  Grateful Geezers
 13  The Perfect Storm
 19  yelba’s Band
 20  Last Soul Clan
 24  ReSOuLution Trio
 25  Robert Greary
  26  Rhythm inc.
 27  Cosmopol

live at Night, 6-8 p.m.
31 Waterway Square Place 
The Woodlands • 281-363-2447  
www.thewoodlandscvb.com
April 
 20  Will Makar & The Redline 
 27  Dena Blue & The Blue Jazz Band

Find more or submit The Woodlands  
events at www.impactnews.com/
wdl-calendar. 

To have The Woodlands events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Featured 
              LIvE mUSIC

29 through May 5   
Insperity Championship

The PGA Champions Tour returns to 
The Woodlands with the 10th insperity 
Championship. Players expected to 
participate include Fred Funk, Brad Faxon, 
Fred Couples, Fuzzy Zoeller, Ben Crenshaw, 
Mark O’Meara, Hale irwin, John Cook, Craig 
Stadler, Peter Jacobsen and Curtis Strange. 
Proceeds from this tournament benefit local 
Houston charities. The Woodlands Country 
Club Tournament Course, 1830 S. Millbend 
Drive. 281-357-4653.  
www.insperitychampionship.com

May

03 Healthcare summit
The Woodlands Area Chamber 

of Commerce presents Healthy Bodies 
for Healthy Businesses, an educational 
conference on the state of health care. 
Those looking to buy health insurance are 
encouraged to attend. Reservations due April 
26. 8 a.m.-1 p.m. $55 (individual), $525 (table 
of 10). The Woodlands Waterway Marriott 
Hotel & Conference Center, 1601 Lake 
Robbins Drive. 281-363-8110.  
www.woodlandschamber.org

03 Fiesta Universal
Join the Montgomery County 

Hispanic Chamber for its 10th annual Fiesta 
universal to celebrate Hispanic Culture. 
Enjoy food, music, dancing and kids 
activities. 5–9 p.m. Free. The Woodlands 
Waterway Square, 31 Waterway Square 
Place. 832-326-0221. www.mchchamber.org

04 CB&I Triathlon
One of the premier multi-sport 

events in the region, The CB&i Triathlon 
is a sanctioned uSA Triathlon event and 
features a field of 1,000 participants ranging 
from beginners to professionals. The race 
includes a 500-meter open water swim, 15-
mile bike course, and a 5K run. A post-race 
party features music, food and door prizes. 
7 a.m.–noon. Northshore Park, 2505 Lake 
Woodlands Drive. 281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

04 Fine Arts Show
The 13th annual Market Street 

Spring Fine Arts Show features a display of 
local art featuring paintings, photography, 
metal-works, sculptures, digital, and mixed 
media art. Attendees can enjoy music and 
artist demonstrations in Central Park. The 
event is open to the public and all ages. 
10 a.m.–7 p.m. Free. Market Street, 9595 Six 
Pines Dr. 281-419-4774.  
www.marketstreet-thewoodlands.com

Compiled by Angie Brown
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2013 ELECTION COVERAGE

Hyde, a two-term council 
member, served as the City 
of Shenandoah’s first fire 
marshal and bailiff for the 
city’s municipal court. He is a 
retired fire fighter and oil and 
gas safety consultant. Hyde 
has more than 13 years of 
project involvement with the 
city. He considers his role in 
the city’s elimination of the 
ESD tax as his most significant 
accomplishment on council. 
Hyde has been married to his 
wife, Karen, for 19 years. 

“A few of my goals would be 

to reduce the property tax rate 
substantially by the end of my 
term. i would like to complete 
the city park renovation and 
complete the infrastructure 
project by adding street 
lamps throughout the city. The 
park renovation and street 
lamp project is already in the 
planning stage. Finally, i have, 
since the first time elected, 
been a proponent of lowering 
the property tax rate. Although 
it has been slightly lowered, 
it can still be reduced with a 
majority of council deciding it 
is a priority.” 

Frazier, who has served on the 
Shenandoah City Council for 
the last four years, is a retired 
Air Traffic Controller and has 
been involved in aviation since 
he received his private pilot’s 
license at 17. He and his wife, 
Kay, have lived in Shenandoah 
for 26 years. During  Frazier’s 
first year on council, the 
City Council established 
the Shenandoah resident 
scholarship. He is a member 
of the Municipal Development 
District, Civic Club, and 
chairman of the scholarship 
committee. 

“i would like to see the Council 
continue its conservative 
approach to only doing 
projects that can be paid for 
with cash. i also would like 
to see the pathway projects 
continue and obtain resident 
input so park improvements 
can be finalized and 
completed.”

Teague helped establish 
the Shenandoah Civic Club, 
where she currently serves as 
chairwoman of the Christmas 
Luminary Committee, member 
of the Christmas Committee, 
Resident Scholarship 
Committee and City Liason 
for David Dream Run. As 
a member of the National 
Charity League, she served as 
vice president on the Board of 
Ways and Means.

“if i am re-elected to City 
Council i wish to maintain our 
fiscally conservative approach 

while enhancing our city with 
continued improvements and 
updates without adding debt. 
My goal is to continue applying 
the current mindset by paying 
for projects and updates 
with cash. i wish to continue 
and complete the pathway 
project, replace street lights 
in Shenandoah valley and 
enhance our parks and green 
spaces. i wish to continue 
encouraging our residents to 
get involved by volunteering. 
Community involvement 
is essential for a healthy 
community.”

Raymaker has more than 
25 years of management 
experience in financial 
services, business 
intelligence, professional 
services and real estate. 
He works as a software 
engineering program manager 
at Hewlett-Packard. Raymaker 
volunteers with Special 
Olympics, SiRE Therapeutic 
Equestrian Center and is a 
volunteer soccer coach. He 
has lived in Shenandoah since 
October 2011. He is married 
to his wife of 16 years, Stella, 
and has an 11-year-old son.

“Shenandoah is a great place 
to live, but it can be even 
better in the future. i’ll provide 
the leadership to focus our 
growth on what’s important 
to our community. We will 
achieve this by promoting 
Shenandoah as a premier 
hometown destination, 
preserving our small town 
feeling, and demanding a 
culture of accountability and 
transparency in City Hall.”

in addition, Raymaker said he 
would like to establish a code 
of conduct for city employees.

Marino is a former 
environmental consultant with 
Browning Ferris industries 
Corporation and the senior 
executive oncology and 
hospital specialist for 
GlaxoSmithKline Global 
Healthcare Company.  She 
coordinated communications 
between medical hospitals, 
research science centers 
and airports, and the u.S. 
Department of Agriculture.

“Transparency in all of the 
city’s undertaking must be our 
priority, and i promise that no 

backroom deals will be made, 
if i have a say, without the full 
knowledge of the residents. 
Shenandoah must establish 
a strategy that engages the 
community to take part in 
the City’s government. Fiscal 
responsibility, environmental 
sustainability and first-rate 
services are always a must 
for a strong, prosperous city. 
Last, the City of Shenandoah 
originated from a rich, 
character-filled history. We 
cannot forget the people and 
organizations that brought us 
to this point.”

Escoto cited his reason for 
running for the Shenandoah 
City Council as a desire to 
continue his career in public 
service. He has experience 
in senior level management 
in federal law enforcement, 
where he worked on multi-
million dollar budgets and 
investigative matters with 
the u.S. Customs office. 
Escoto served as a command 
sergeant major with the u.S. 
Army Reserve Battalion and 
has 32 years of experience in 
law enforcement at the local, 
state and federal level. 

 “i want to bring a greater 
level of transparency and 
openness to show how the 
city spends our tax dollars. 
i want to keep the citizens 
better informed of matters 
that directly impact them by 
improving the dissemination 
of information. For example, 
what businesses, residential 
and public works projects 
are being planned or are 
underway. i want to conduct 
outreach events, such as town 
hall meetings.”

Shenandoah City Council Position 2

Shenandoah City Council Position 3

Shenandoah City Council Position 4

Ron Hyde (I) 
rhyde@shenandoahtx.us

Darrell Frazier (I) 
dfrazier@shenandoahtx.us

Jean Teague (I) 
jteague@shenandoahtx.us

Ron Raymaker 
ronraymaker@ymail.com

Jennifer Marino 
jennifermarino316@yahoo.
com

John Escoto 
jescoto@consolidated.net

Important dates:
April 29–May 4

Early voting 
8 a.m.–5 p.m.

May 3 
Last day to apply for 
ballot by mail

May 11
Election Day 
7 a.m.–7 p.m. 
Polling Location: 
Shenandoah City 
Hall, 29955 i-45 N.

SINCE 1971

“We’re your neighborhood auto repair shop and have been for 40 years”

Complete Automotive & Transmission Service  
RV Repair • Complete Differential Service Hybrid Service  

Complete Transfer Case Service • Quick Oil Change
Engine Repair & Preventative Maintenance • Radiator & Cooling 

Systems • Diesel Engine Repair Steering • Front End & Suspension  
State Inspection • A/C Conditioning & Heating 

Welding & Fabrication • Trailer & Hydraulic Repair • Detailing

29707 W. Hawthorne Dr, Spring, TX 77386 • (281) 367-3535

$49.95
A/C Service Check.

(Plus Freon-Most Cars)
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May 6, 2013
Breast Cancer Charities of America

Breast Cancer Charities of America

GOi P NKGOLF CLASSIC May 6, 2013

presented by

10:30 AM Registration | 12:00 PM Shotgun Start

 To Register:  www.igopink.org

Drive Away
Breast Cancer

The Woodlands Country ClubThe Woodlands Country Club
Breast Cancer Golf OutingBreast Cancer Golf Outing

FREE to Every Registrant:
Oakley Sunglasses and Nike Dri-Fit polo

Special Appearance by Houston Texans Cheerleaders

Drive Away
Breast Cancer
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Conroe Taxidermy
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As part of the mounting process, taxidermists staple an animal’s hide to a pre-formed mannequin.
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Conroe Taxidermy
Taxidermist creates common, exotic trophies

T he living room in the Conroe 
home of Barrett Simpson, general 
manager for Conroe Taxidermy, 

could more accurately be described as 
a wildlife habitat. That the room has a 
couple of couches, a few recliners and a 
widescreen high-definition television is 
mostly an afterthought. The dozens, if 
not hundreds, of mounted animals fro-
zen in time brings to mind a photograph 
at a Noah’s Ark reunion.

However, most of the trophies, save for 
the menacing lion posed in a prowl that he 
himself killed in Africa, are not Simpson’s.

“These are all waiting to be picked up 
by customers. Except that one,” he said, 
looking back at the lion.

Established 45 years ago by Barrett’s 
father, Mike Simpson, Conroe Taxidermy 
has grown into one of the most prolific 
taxidermists in the south. The company 
outputs more than 2,500 trophies each 
year. 

“We like to take your memories and 
turn them into a piece of art work that 
hangs on your wall forever,” Simpson said. 
“Every time you look at it, it takes you 
back to that experience.”

While Conroe Taxidermy creates thou-
sands of common deer shoulder mounts 
each year, Simpson said the company 
specializes in bigger game animals, such 

as lions, bears, cape buffalo and leopards. 
A few customers have even brought in, 
or had shipped to Conroe Taxidermy, 
elephants and giraffes. 

“There are plenty of countries where 
[some animals] are endangered,” Simpson 
said. “At one time there were free ranging 
black bear roaming around Texas. Now 
you can’t hunt them in Texas. But you can 
hunt them somewhere else.”

Although original owner Mike Simpson 
only works in the office a few days per 
week, his sons, including Barrett, Travis 
Simpson and Michael Simpson handle the 
day-to-day operations of the business. 

The process of creating a mounted 
trophy is a lengthy and complex one. 
Depending on the size of the animal and 
if the customer wants something as simple 
as a shoulder mount or as complex as a 
full-size mount created within a habitat, 
the process could take up to nine months. 

Conroe Taxidermy employs eight taxi-
dermists who mount trophies, three who 
airbrush, five who perform skinning and 
sewing, two who work in shipping and 
receiving, and a team that does deliveries 
and installation and build habitats.

“At our level of taxidermy, you have to 
have a natural artistic eye to blend the 
skin into its proper anatomy,” Simpson 
said. “For that, you have to be an artist.”

BUSINeSS

11845 Clark Lane
Conroe • 281-367-2745
www.conroetaxidermy.com

Hunters have an array of animals shipped to Con-
roe Taxidermy, including cougars and lions.

Taxidermists at Conroe Taxidermy specialize in a 
variety of areas, such as sewing and painting.

Barrett Simpson serves as the general manager 
for Conroe Taxidermy.

The warehouse and factory at Conroe Taxidermy 
features a variety of mounted trophies.A numbers game

By Brian Walzel

employees 
when Conroe 

Taxidermy 
started

employees in 
2013

2

38

$600
cost of an 
average 
shoulder 
mount

2,500 trophies created per year

380
international 
shipments 
of game 
animals  
per year

$5,000- $10,000
cost of a full-size large game mount

Experience        Structure         Stability     Experience        Structure         Stability   &
CERTIFIED 
PUBLIC
ACCOU&
   CONSULTANTS 281.440.5740

HOUSTON & THE WOODLANDS
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Fun in Swimming
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FINS offers personalized instruction with small class sizes and student-to-teacher ratios. 
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Fun In Swimming
Programs highlight safety, instruction

A lthough there may be several 
swimming programs in The 
Woodlands, Fun In Swimming 

stands out by emphasizing water safety, 
offering personalized instruction and 
possessing a passion for the sport.  

Fun In Swimming was founded in 
1999 by Bill and Cathy Goudeket, said 
their daughter, Woodlands Director 
Megan Goudeket. The family purchased 
the first permanent FINS location in 
Spring in 2002, expanded to The Wood-
lands in 2008 and opened a third loca-
tion in Kingwood last year. 

Goudeket said her father was an Olym-
pic trial swimmer and her family has 
been involved in the sport all their lives.

“It’s our mission,” she said. “It’s to pre-
vent drowning. It’s to make people love 
the water. With good discipline and good 
technique, it can be a lifelong skill.”

The Woodlands branch is about 6,000 
square feet and houses three pools: a 
20-yard pool, a 12.5-yard pool and a 
17-foot pool kept at 90 degrees for the 
baby classes. Goudeket said FINS offers 
a smaller student-to-teacher ratio that 
most swimming programs cannot match, 
ranging from 2-to-1 for beginners to 
8-to-1 for the most advanced courses.

 The Woodlands location currently 
employs 15 instructors who undergo a 
thorough training process, she said. 

“They do not come here to work a 
shift,” Goudeket said. “They come here to 
teach a class.”

When customers walk in, FINS evalu-
ates their skills to determine their ability. 
Goudeket said young children are taught 
water safety, whether it is how to find the 
wall when they fall into a pool or how to 
roll over and float to get a breath. 

“Being safe in and around water 
doesn’t necessarily just mean swim-
ming—it means being aware of your  
environment,” Goudeket said. 

Safety is the program’s top priority, 
because drowning is the No. 2 cause of 
death among children, Goudeket said. 
The emphasis on safety has not prevented 
children from learning to swim, such as 
9-year-old Aidan Masterson.

Aidan’s mother, Donica Masterson, 
said her son failed to learn to swim 
despite nearly six years with other swim 
programs, but Aidan learned after only 
three weeks at Fun in Swimming. With a 
recently installed pool and three children 
who enjoy swimming, Masterson said 
water safety is paramount for her. 

“I recommend [FINS] to pretty much 
all parents,” Masterson said. 

Goudeket said The Woodlands loca-
tion continues to grow every year. The 
branch had about 750 students in March, 
and she expects to surpass the 900-plus 
students from last summer. 

“It was a little slower at first and being 
in The Woodlands, it’s sometimes a little 
bit hidden, but word of mouth has really 
gotten us around,” she said. “Swimming 
is just such a big thing in the area.”

BUSINeSS

3707 College Park Drive
The Woodlands • 281-379-3467
www.funinswimming.com 

Fun In Swimming Programs
baby fins
This class involves both the parent and 
baby, introducing babies to water with slow 
movements, toys and songs to create a 
friendly environment. Class sizes range from 
3-6 depending on the age of the baby and 
offers a 6-to-1 student-to-teacher ratio. 

learn to swim
This program is for ages 30 months 
and older. Students will be evaluated to 
determine their skill level and placement 
for one of several different programs, 
ranging from children afraid of the water to 
those trying to master all four strokes. The 
student-to-teacher ratio ranges from 2-to-1 
for beginners to 4-to-1 for more skilled 
swimmers. 

adult Programs
FiNS offers adult courses ranging from 
those with no prior swimming experience to 
those training for triathlons. Adult programs 
feature a 4-to-1 student-to-teacher ratio. 

fast fins
Competitive swimmers can hone their skills 
in a 45-minute skills-driven class focusing 
on improving all four strokes: freestyle, 
butterfly, backstroke and breaststroke. Ages 
range from 6 and older to 10 and older, 
while the program offers an 8-to-1 student-
to-teacher ratio. 

Water safetey is key for FINS’ programs, which teach children techniques and water awareness tips. 

Fun in numbers

By Matt Stephens

3
Pools 
at The 

Woodlands 
location 15

FiNS 
instructors

750
Students 
in March 900

Students 
during 2012 

summer 
season

Established in 

Opened in The Woodlands in 

2:1
8:1

The student-to-teacher ratio 
for beginners courses is

Student-to-teacher ratio 
for the advanced Fast Fins

1999
2008

Become a Canongate MeMber and enjoy access 
to over 450 cluBs across the country!

register to win a trip to our newest Playaway club, 
regatta Bay in destin, Florida! 

www.canongatetexas.com/communityImpact
Just in time for a spring or summer getaway!

Plus, join today for $600 and receive the 
Canongate All-Access Booklet valued at over $300!

Call 877-695-4347 for more information or for a tour of the clubs.

Offer expires 4/30/13. Restrictions may apply and information subject to change.
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Perfect Blend Cafe

Sawdust Rd. 
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Perfect Blend offers a variety of freshly baked and homemade cakes, cookies, cupcakes and pies. 
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Perfect Blend Bakery 
Family bakery offers a refreshing change

I n a market bursting at the seams with 
dessert shops and in a time when 
cupcakes have their own reality tele-

vision shows, the fact that Perfect Blend 
Bakery and Cafe in the Woodwind Shop-
ping Center on Sawdust Road is a true 
family affair is a refreshing change.

Cassandra Kohl and her daughter, 
Shayna Kohl, opened Perfect Blend in 
March of 2012 looking to provide to 
Woodlands area customers the same 
delectable treats they had perfected for 
their families for years. 

The cafe offers everything from cakes 
and pies to eclairs, bread, croissants and 
nearly everything in between, as well as 
lunch selections.

After graduating from Spring High 
School, Shayna Kohl enrolled in the world-
renowned Johnson & Wales University 
culinary arts program in Denver, Colo. 

“I actually wanted to go into culinary 
first, but decided to go into baking,” Shayna 
said. “It’s more precise, extremely more 
creative, and you get to do a wider variety of 
things. Everything matters on a dessert.”

Cassandra Kohl also claims an impres-
sive culinary background, having created 
large banquet dinners for events in Las 
Vegas and for the U.S. Navy in Florida. 

One of the challenges facing the cafe, 
Cassandra and Shayna said, is its loca-
tion. Being tucked away in the shopping 
center and not facing the heavily traveled 
Sawdust Road means less visibility to 
potential customers.

“The only problem we have is being 
seen,” Cassandra said. “But once we get 
them in and they taste the food, they 
come back. We’re doing a lot of different 
stuff a lot of bakeries don’t do.”

For example, Shayna Kohl said she and 
Perfect Blend’s baker, Raquel Macedo, 
take recipes from customers to replicate 
their favorite desserts. 

“We do a lot of speciality cakes,” 
Shayna said. “Things people ask other 
bakeries to do, we can do. But we don’t 
buy our icing, we make it. We don’t buy 
our bread, we make it.”

Shayna previously worked at a bakery 
in Spring, and she took what she learned 
there and combined her own abilities and 
ideas for Perfect Blend.

“I like having the ability to freely create 
instead of following someone else’s ideas,” 
she said. “I enjoy being able to do certain 
special things for people. You’re not lim-
ited in what you can do by having your 
own place.”

DINING

329 Sawdust Road 
The Woodlands • 281-203-5115
www.perfectblendbakerycafe.com
Mon.–Fri.: 7 a.m.–5 p.m.
Sat.: 7 a.m.–2 p.m.

Sweet Treats
strawberry eclipse cake
White cake with strawberry jam filling, italian 
buttercream topped with Belgian ganache 
$17.95 (6-inch)

Turtle fudge cake
Devil’s food cake filled with icing and rich 
chocolate fudge icing. Topped with pecan 
pieces and caramel and chocolate drizzle. 
$15.95 (6-inch)

cupcakes
varieties include carrot, strawberry cream 
cheese, German chocolate, pumpkin and red 
velvet ($2.95 each)

Pies
Flavors include pumpkin, sweet potato, pecan, 
cherry, blueberry, peach and chocolate. 
($14.50–$17.99)

cake dips
Cake balls dipped in white or semi-sweet 
chocolate icing. Flavors include eclipse, red 
velvet, carrot, strawberry cream cheese, 
chocolate raspberry, peanut butter, white cake 
and lemon cake. ($1.50 each/$1 each for 24 or 
more)

Summer Bake Camp
Each three-day session will be every Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday in June, July and 
August from 12:30–4 p.m. Classes are $55 
each or $155 for all three. Class topics include:

• Cookie mixing and baking
• Gourmet dog treats and personal pizza making
• Cupcakes and cake balls

Cassandra and Shayna Kohl operate Perfect Blend.

Perfect Blend Bakery and Cafe offers a variety of 
homemade pies, including chocolate ($17.99).

Among the popular breakfast items at Perfect 
Blend Bakery and Cafe are croissants ($1.75).

By Brian Walzel
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Chef Kent Rathbun opened The 
Woodlands location of Jasper’s eight 
years ago and owns several other Texas 
culinary locales. After opening the 
award-winning Abacus in Dallas in 1997, 
he began work on his second concept, 
Jasper’s, based on home-cooked food 
and a modern outdoors theme. The first 
location soon opened in Plano and later 
expanded to locations in The Woodlands 
and Austin. Jasper’s was named one of 
Esquire Magazine’s Top 20 Restaurants 
in America and Rathbun has received 
numerous awards, including being the 
four-time recipient of the James Beard 
Foundation’s Best Chef: Southwest. Rath-
bun is a seven-time participant for the 
pre-Super Bowl “Taste of the NFL” event, 
cooked for the Bush 2001 Inaugural Ball 
and defeated television chef Bobby Flay 
on Iron Chef America in 2008. 

how did you get into cooking? 
Rathbun grew up in Kansas City. His 

mother was in the restaurant business, 
although she was not a chef, and his 
father and family members were good 
cooks, as well. He began cooking at a 
local restaurant at the age of 14 to earn 
some money and didn’t pursue cooking 
as a career until later. 

What are some of your favorite 
foods?

“I love anything coming off the grill. I 
love grilled meat and fish. I love grilled 
vegetables. I love anything with a little 
smoke on it.”

What are some ingredients no 
kitchen should be without?

“I think you have to have great salt. I 
believe a difference between a great meal 

and a good one is a little bit of sodium. 
Some people overdo it, but some people 
underdo it, too. I love salt, I love oils and 
I love vinegar.”

What makes your kitchen different?
“One of the things that makes our 

kitchen different is that I’m very serious 
about all our cooks and chefs under-
standing the kind of cuisine we’re work-
ing within. We’re very anti-fusion food. 
I like foods from all over the world, but I 
don’t like mixing them together.”

Who has inspired your work?
“I watch all chefs. I think there’s so 

many chefs out there. I always like to 
watch the guys who are really on top 
of their game, but I watch the young 
people, too, because they’re under much 
more pressure to try new things.”

Chef Osorio has served as the execu-
tive chef at Amerigo’s Grille, one of The 
Woodlands’ most acclaimed restaurants, 
since its opening in 1994. Although 
Amerigo’s menu features primarily 
Italian-style cuisine, Osorio creates 
dishes that feature Texas’ wild game and 
fresh seafood. 

“Being selective about my ingredients 
is the most important thing I do in the 
kitchen,” he said. “I import my pasta 
and cheese from Italy, and my seafood is 
delivered daily from the most reputable 
fish markets around. 

Osorio has established close working 
relationships with locals farmers from 
whom he buys most of his local produce 
such as eggs.

In 2006, Osorio was named by “H 
Texas Magazine” in “Houston’s Top Ten 
Chefs of 2006,” and has been featured as 

a guest chef at fundraisers held by the 
Woodforest Charitable Foundation.

how did you get into cooking?
“I started as a dishwasher in 1982, 

then I started learning the cooking. I was 
brought into the kitchen and a couple of 
months later, I was running the kitchen. 
After that, I went to work as the chef at 
Nino’s Italian restaurant.”

What makes your kitchen different?
“We like to keep it clean and keep it 

as fresh as possible. We get our produce 
fresh here every day.”

What are some of your favorite 
foods?

“I love hamburgers. I always like to 
cook at home for my family. I cook a lot of 
cold pastas for my family, like tuna salad 

and chicken salad. I also like soups. And I 
like steaks.”

What are some ingredients no 
kitchen should be without?

“Salt, oil, spices, stock, wine and fresh 
herbs.”

What do you love about food?
“I like to please people. I like to make 

people feel good about what I do.”

Who has inspired your work?
“Chris McClung, the Sous Chef at 

Damian’s I used to work for.”
Osorio said working with McClung 

taught him how to manage a kitchen, 
embody a humble spirit and build a team. 
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Signature Dishes

• Barbecue pork tenderloin with peach bar-
becue sauce and bourbon creamed corn

• Rotisserie prime rib with caramelized 
onions and a baby baked potato 

• Slow cooked baby back ribs and creamy 
baked potato salad

Signature Dishes

• Steamed mussels with Manila clams and 
mussels steamed in a chardonnay saffron 
sauce

• Halibut almondine crusted with Marcona 
almonds and topped with roasted pepper 
sauce

Kent Rathbun,  Owner – Jaspers, The Woodlands 

Arturo Osorio,  Executive Chef – Amerigo’s Grille 

CHeF’S CORNeR
Profiles of notable local chefs Interviews by  Brian Walzel and Matt Stephens

April Anniversary Sale
           Everything 20% Off

No matter how big your home is, chances are you want to make the very most out of every 
square inch. � at’s where More Space Place comes in. Whether you need a Murphy bed so 
your guest room can double as a home o�  ce, or you’d like a custom closet system to 
de-clutter your belongings, More Space Place can turn any room into a beautiful, 
multipurpose masterpiece.

23403 I-45 N, Suite C • Spring, Texas 77380  •  832-585-0700 • www.murphybedhouston.com 

Transform Your Space

Rayford Rd.Sawdust Rd.

Grogan’s M
ill Rd.

Woodlands Pkwy  Robinson Rd.

I-45
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Hummingbird Tea Room
Spirit of community, buying local drives approach
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Owner Nasim Bell (right), Brice Graham and Virginia Wegener operate Hummingbird Tea Room.

H ummingbird Tea Room opened 
in June 2012 at 30420 FM 2978, 
and in nine months, the res-

taurant’s offering of distinctive teas and 
homemade breakfast and lunch items has 
helped it emerge as a one-of-a-kind loca-
tion in The Woodlands.

“There really are no other tea rooms in 
The Woodlands,” owner Nasim Bell said.

Bell said business at Hummingbird 
tea Room has steadily increased since its 
opening, thanks to word-of-mouth and 
an online presence. She also is heavily 
involved in establishing roots in the com-
munity, donating baked goods to local 
groups’ fundraisers and schools, including 
offering a hummingbird cake to Buckalew 
Elementary for Teacher Appreciation Day. 

The menu at Hummingbird Tea Room 
has also evolved to include new items.

“Now that we’ve found our feet, we’ve 
added more to the menu, like wraps and 
sandwiches,” Bell said.

As a small business owner herself, Bell 
appreciates the need to support other local 
businesses.

“It is so important for the community 
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30420 FM 2978, Ste. 102
The Woodlands • 281-419-8362
www.hummingbirdtearoom.com

By Matt Stephens

RC Hobbies 
Store earning strong reputation among enthusiasts

R emote Control Hobbies opened 
its Oak Ridge location in June 
of last year, quickly earning a 

reputation among remote-controlled 
hobbyists through its quality of products 
and customer service. 

“This area’s been great to us,” manager 
Brandon West said. “We like to think 
a lot of [the growth] has to do with our 
customer service.”

West said the retailer sells remote-
controlled cars, airplanes, helicopters 
and boats, as well as parts, for enthusiasts 
from young children to advanced com-
petitors of all ages. He said he believes 
the hobbies provided by the business are 
ideal for this generation of youth. 

“The technology is still there; the elec-
tronics and mechanics are still there,” 
he said. “And they still provide hand/eye 
coordination, and it gets the kids outside 
and playing with other kids.”

The popularity of certain vehicles is 
cyclical, West said, but remote-controlled 
helicopters are the most popular current 
item because they can be operated both 
outdoors and indoors. 
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Brandon West manages RC Hobbies, which opened last June at 26302 I-45 N. in Oak Ridge North.

 Woodlands Pkwy                Robinson Rd. 

Sawdust Rd.                   Rayford Rd. 

45

26302 i-45 N.
Spring • 281-292-5552
www.rc-hobbies.com 

The business has experienced signifi-
cant growth since opening, West said, 
thanks to its location along I-45 and 
word-of-mouth advertising. 

He said RC Hobbies had become popu-
lar among competitive remote-controlled 
vehicle operators, many of which are part 
of a tight-knit community. 

“There’s a lot of people who have been 
in the hobbies before we came who deal 
with us exclusively,” he said. 

West and other employees at the busi-
ness even participate in various racing 
and flying events in the area, developing 
a rapport with  RC operators. 

“We try to stay active in the commu-
nity,” he said. 

to support small businesses,” she said. “As 
we grow we continue to help each other 
out.”

Most of what customers see in the store 
comes from local businesses, such as the 
eggs and honey the chefs use, the store’s 
glasswork, even the handmade tea table 
built by a local carpenter. 

Bell has contacted nearby businesses, 
including a dance studio and a pottery 
studio, to establish partnerships. She said 
they are working to create events such as a 
“dance and tea,” or offer tea during nearby 
pottery classes.

“Our small business are working with 
each other,” she said. “Small businesses 
are key to any community.”

2978

UH is an EEO/AA Institution 

Located  in LSC-University Park  near Tomball Parkway and Louetta Road 
northwest@uh.edu             uh.edu/northwest            832-842-5700  

facebook.com/UHNorthwest @UHNorthwest 

College of Technology 
M.S., Human Resource Development 
M.S., Technology Project Management 
B.S., Mechanical Engineering Technology 
B.S., Organizational Leadership & Supervision 
B.S., Retailing & Consumer Science 
B.S., Supply Chain & Logistics 

C. T. Bauer College of Business 
M.B.A., Evening Program 
   Energy Focus Available 
Certificate in Accountancy Program 
Global Business Minor 
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences 
B.A., Communication 
B.A./B.S., Psychology 
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By Brian Walzel

Mama J’s BBQ and Grill
Strong growth leads to owner eyeing expansion
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Martha Janousek has owned and operated Mama J’s BBQ and Grill since December 2011.

M artha Janousek, owner of 
Mama J’s BBQ and Grill, does 
not relish the fact business 

has steadily grown since her restaurant 
opened more than a year ago, or that her 
customers firmly believe her barbecue is 
the among the best in the area. Instead, 
Janousek said the businesses’ most 
important attribute is its contributions to 
local charities and community organiza-
tions in Montgomery County.

“One of the things I want to do 
through the restaurant is [to ensure] that 
it’s really a foundation for a lot of my 
charity work,” Janousek said.

Janousek, who is a native Texan and 
has lived in The Woodlands area for 
more than 20 years with her husband, 
provides catered meals to the walkers at 
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s 
Light the Night Walk, as well as to senior 
citizens at the Friendship Center.

“I have a special place in my heart for 
senior citizens,” Janousek said.

As a first-time restaurant owner, 
Janousek said, there has been a lot she 
has learned about the businesses in a 
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3091 College Park Dr., Ste. 280
The Woodlands • 936-273-9444
www.mamajsbbq.com

By Matt Stephens

Tots Sports
Youth sports facility sees its customer base grow

O riginally started at Legends 
Sports Complex, Tots Sports 
eventually found its way to a 

permanent location in the Hanna Busi-
ness Park in Oak Ridge North in January 
2012, growing to more than 70 regular 
customers. 

“It’s been very steady, very successful,” 
owner Marc Castillo said. 

Tots Sports offers sports development 
programs for children ages 18 months 
to 6 years old, Castillo said. He said the 
Soccer Tots program focus primarily on 
children ages 18 months to 4 years old, 
emphasizing movement education and 
physical literacy above sports knowledge. 
The classes can accommodate up to eight 
or nine students and are held once a week 
for 50 minutes. 

“It’s like reading,” Castillo said. “We 
start with the ABCs, then you sound 
things out and blend them together to 
make words. And then you put words 
together to make sentences.”

Soccer players ages 4-6 can partici-
pate in the Footy Junior Soccer School, 
which focuses on one-on-one play and 
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Marc Castillo owns and operates Tots Sports, which opened at 26797 Hanna Road.

Robinson Rd. 
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26797 Hanna Road, Bldg. 4, Ste. 1D
Oak Ridge North • 281-203-7721
www.totssports.com 

Build Equity;
Why PAY Rent?{ {Providing today’s smart business owners with quality offi ce ownership. 

Don’t throw away money each month on rent. Call us and own today! 

25511 Budde Road | The Woodlands, 77380  | 281.292.6100 | www.brownstoneoffi cecondos.com 

controlling possession of the ball, Cas-
tillo said. The Lil’ Sluggers program is a 
baseball program for ages 18 months to 
6 years old, although he said there is not 
yet a program in place which takes the 
skills to the next level. 

Unlike many other youth sports pro-
gram, Tots Sports’ programs are non-
competitive, Castillo said, although he 
hopes to begin developmental leagues 
in the future, especially with the 
planned opening of a new location at 
Hwy. 249 and Jones Road in April. 

“We’re taking the stress and the fear 
out of everything, so that it’s just educa-
tional,” he said of the non-competitive 
atmosphere. 

little over a year. But one thing she has 
not done is veer from the menu stan-
dards that have become customer favor-
ites over the past year.

Since opening in December 2011, 
Mama J’s has earned a loyal customer 
base thanks to its brisket and popular 
cheesy potatoes. She said Mama J’s puts 
as much emphasis on its quality sides as 
it does into its barbecue.

Business has done so well, in fact, that 
Janousek is planning an expansion in the 
next few months.

“We’ve been very fortunate,” Janousek 
said. “We made it our first year and that’s 
a biggie.”
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M ontgomery County 
Judge Alan Sadler was 
not always the coun-

ty’s judge. Ready to retire when 
his sixth term is up on Jan. 1, 
2015, Sadler first had interest in 
the job when he was appointed 
by Precinct 1 Commissioner Oli-
ver Hance to study the county’s 
efficiency in the 1980s. 

“We had a great committee 
that really got involved in the 
county process,” Sadler said. “I 
saw some inefficiencies and some 
ways that things could be done 
better, and I thought, ‘I can just 
do it myself.’”

And that’s exactly what Sadler 
did. The Conroe High School 
graduate was elected to his first 
term as Montgomery County 
judge in 1990, and he has spent 
the last 23 years addressing the 
county’s needs. 

“It has been one of the most 
meaningful experiences I’ve ever 
had, aside from my family,” he 
said. “It’s been a great ride.”

Sadler listed the county’s 
library system and the Mont-
gomery County Fairgrounds 
among his greatest achieve-
ments. He said he helped ensure 
the passage of several bond 
referendums, which funded the 
construction of five libraries, and 
helped spearhead the creation 
of the Lone Star Convention & 
Expo Center at the fairgrounds. 

“We brought [the fairgrounds] 
up to where a county of this size 
and stature should be,” Sadler said. 

In addition to his accomplish-
ments as county judge, Sadler 
has served on the Boy Scouts of 
America Sam Houston Council, 
the United Way of Montgom-
ery County, the Montgomery 
County Central Appraisal Dis-
trict, the Conroe Montgomery 
County Chamber of Commerce 
and the Montgomery County 
Juvenile Board. He was a chan-
cellor advisory board member of 
Lone Star College and the found-
ing president of the Commercial 

Real Estate Association of Mont-
gomery County. 

Sadler was also the recipient of 
Texas Department of Transpor-
tation’s Texas Road Hand award, 
North Houston Association’s 
North Star award and Rotary 
International’s Paul Harris Fel-
low. 

However, Sadler said his great-
est achievement as county judge 
has been facing the constant 
challenge of balancing the bud-
get, weighing the cost analysis of 
various transportation projects, 
the safety of the county and 
other amenities with the resi-
dents’ property tax rate. 

“My proudest time as county 
judge is making those cost ben-
efit decisions,”he said. 

While Sadler, 64, still pos-
sesses passion for serving, he 
wants to travel with his wife 
and spend more time with his 
four children. He said he may 
consider banking or real estate 
part time. 

“I wanted to go out pretty 
much on top,” Sadler said. “I 
didn’t want to be one of those 
officials [who] drags out of there 
at age 80. Could I serve again? 
Of course I could. But I think we 
need some new blood, and I’m 
totally in support of that.”

Sadler said choosing the next 
county judge will be an impor-
tant decision for voters, and he 
wants there to be some continu-
ity. He expressed excitement for 

the two announced candidates, 
Precinct 2 Commissioner Craig 
Doyal and Sadler’s Chief of Staff 
Doris Golemon. 

“[Serving as county judge is] a 
question of good judgment; it’s a 
question of efficiency, of keeping 
the tax rate down, if not lower, 
and keeping on top of things,” 
Sadler said. “It’s not about some 
macro decisions, it’s about the 
micro decisions of doing the 
right thing every day.”

Alan Sadler
County judge stepping down after 20 years of service

ICON

Alan Sadler was elected county judge in 1990. He will retire at the end of his term.
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W hile reading has taken many 
new forms with the never-end-
ing advances in technology, 

the South Montgomery County Friends 
of the Library has helped the two Wood-
lands libraries keep pace with trends. 

“Libraries all across the country 
are changing because of the popular-
ity of E-books and technology,” said 
Gail Magill, president of Friends of the 
Library. “[The Woodlands’ libraries] are 
wonderful libraries and they’re keeping 
up-to-date with the trends of libraries.”

South Montgomery County Friends 
of the Library was founded in the 1970s 
as a way to provide additional money for 
library programs in The Woodlands that 
Montgomery County cannot, Magill said. 
In addition to offering an annual $40,000 
for each library for reading programs and 
research material, the organization pro-
vided another $50,000 last year for mate-
rials, including books, CDs and DVDs. 

Magill said Montgomery County 
keeps the libraries running and provides 
new materials every year,  but they need 
additional help to fund children’s reading 
programs and speakers, computer classes, 

and several book clubs. 
“[Book clubs are] a great asset to the 

community,” she said. “When people 
move to a new community, one of the 
first things they do is look for book 
clubs.” 

Friends of the Library has funded other 
items as well, such as 14 audio headsets 
for the hearing impaired and 12 new 
computers specialized for young children 
learning to read, Magill said. The organi-
zation recently funded a $67,000 renova-
tion at the South Regional location, which 
included new countertops and flooring. 

The organization’s main source of 
funding comes from the gift shops at the 
libraries, which sell slightly used books, 
Magill said. The organization also raises 
money from the online sale of donated 
books with exceptional value and from an 
annual three-day book sale. 

Volunteer membership forms are avail-
able at either library or online, Magill 
said. Membership fees are $10 a year for 
individuals or $15 for families. There are 
monthly meetings for members and four 
general meetings for the public every year 
free of charge. 

NONPROFIT

Friends of the library
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2101 Lake Robbins Drive,      8125 Ashlane Way
The Woodlands • 936-539-7814
www.smcfriendsofthelibrary.org 

Friends of the Library volunteers work at the South Regional book store at 2102 Lake Robbins Drive.
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By Matt Stephens

Annual Book Sale
The South Montgomery County 
Friends of the Library hosts its 
annual book sale on April 11-13 
at the South Montgomery County 
Community Center, located at 
2235 Lake Robbins Drive. The 
sale will be from 5–8:30 p.m. April 
11, 9 a.m.–4:30 p.m. April 12 and 
9 a.m.–3 p.m. April 13. Money 
raised from the sale will go to fund 
numerous programs, items and 
services for the two libraries in The 
Woodlands. 

Independent Living 
Personalized Assisted Living
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care 

2323 Lake Robbins Dr., The Woodlands, TX 77380
Facility Number: 104849

www.brookdaleliving.com
www.villagewoodlands.com

Service Mark for The Village at the Woodlands Waterway is owned by Bridgewood Houston Property Company, Houston, TX. 20503-ROP03-0313   MRM

Treasured 
MeMories

ConTinue To 
Bring Happiness

Whether it’s preserving cherished memories through scrapbooking or 

making time for enjoyable activities like singing songs, painting or 

telling stories, The Village at The Woodlands Waterway encourages ongoing 

enrichment activities to help improve the quality of life of our residents.

Our Alzheimer’s and dementia care program at The Village at The 

Woodlands Waterway is a safe haven dedicated to those with memory 

challenges. At The Village at The Woodlands Waterway our residents are 

respected not only for who they were but for who they are.

To learn more or to schedule your personal visit, 
call (281) 292-4600 today.

April 19, 2013 • 11:00am – 2:00pm
3205 College Park Dr. (Hwy 242) , The Woodlands, TX 77384

Barbeque
All are welcome!

7 Greater Houston locations to serve you!
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50th Anniversary Celebration
Come have lunch with us at

TRADITION BANK

936-273-4286
traditionbank.com

Friends of the library
Group help libraries thrive in technology age
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W.I.S.e. Guys
Water Irrigation System Evaluation

INSIDe INFORMATION

The W.i.S.E. Guys program seeks out 
licensed irrigators working in the area 
of the district with which they contract. 
The irrigators go through an 8-hour 
evaluation course and only those who 
pass are used for the program. Oak 
Ridge North recently had city staff 
trained through the course and the city’s 
own irrigators have performed more 
than 50 evaluations since receiving the 
necessary training. 

Once a resident seeks out a W.i.S.E. 
Guys evaluation on the water provider’s 
web site, such as www.wjpa.org in The 
Woodlands or at www.oakridgenorth.
com, a licensed irrigator will contact the 
resident to schedule an evaluation. The 
irrigator visits the property, makes notes 
about how best to schedule the irrigation 
systems and possible improvement 
areas and compiles a report for the 
resident, which can be accessed online. 

Although property owners only need 
to water twice a week, many still water 
3-7 days a week, with 5 percent of 
Woodlands’ water users evaluated 
watering every day. The licensed irrigators 
provide property owners a “cheat 
sheet” of how much they should water 
each month so they can make monthly 
adjustments to their irrigation systems. 
W.i.S.E. Guys estimates water users 
overwater by as much as 50 percent. 

As much as 64 percent of all homes 
evaluated by W.i.S.E. Guys irrigators 
“overspray” their property, according 
to W.i.S.E. Guys officials, meaning their 
sprinkler systems waste water on fences, 
driveways, the sides of homes, ditches 
and other unnecessary areas. During the 
assessment process, licensed irrigators 
can show property owners how to best 
use their sprinkler systems without wasting 
water. 

Property owners who receive a W.i.S.E. 
Guys evaluation may not only save water, 
but could also potentially save as much 
as 20-50 percent on their water bills 
through scheduling changes and other 
minor improvements to their irrigation 
scheduling. One recently evaluated 
property in The Woodlands cut its water 
bill from $1,750 to less than $1,000 just 
by rescheduling the irrigation system, 
according to W.i.S.E. Guys officials. 

Water districts and municipalities that 
contract with W.i.S.E. Guys are paid a 
flat rate and then charged per evaluation. 
Residents in The Woodlands and Oak 
Ridge North can receive evaluations free 
of charge to the resident. W.i.S.E. Guys 
also evaluates commercial properties, 
although the rates are different, as 
commercial properties vary so much in 
size and often require multiple licensed 
irrigators. 

On June 26, 2009, The Woodlands used 
38.3 million gallons of water in a single 
day. The Water Irrigation System Evalu-
ation program was established shortly 
after from a group of licensed irrigators to 
get the message out to residents of how to 
avoid wasting water in The Woodlands. 

The W.I.S.E. Guys program now services 
52 water districts across the state, ranging 
from large cities to small utility districts. 
Its technicians have performed more than 
4,600 evaluations, including 1,886 in The 
Woodlands as of March.  For more infor-
mation, visit www.vepollc.com.

By Matt Stephens
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Krissie Vanyo - 281.210.0097 krissie@bandierpartners.com
GREAT BUILDING, LOCATION AND RATES

26010 Oak Ridge Business Center 
from 350sq. ft. up to 1,800sq. ft.

Class A O�  ce Space For Lease in The Woodlands

Woodlands Pkwy.

Grogan’s M
ill Rd.

45
Nursery Rd.

Rye St.
Valley Wood Dr.

Oak Ridge Dr.

The Colonnade of The Woodlands | 30420 FM 2978, Suite 350

www.bearbranchfamilydentistry.com
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Village Center Dr
Woodlands Pkwy

CALL TODAY! 281-419-2327 (BEAR)
Serving Over 21 Years in Spring

Wesley J. Urich, DDS, AAACDKelly M. LeBlanc, DDS

FREE TEETH WHITENING FOR LIFE!

Call: 281-465-0955
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

Tue - Sat: 10am-5pm
Sun: Noon- 5pmA non-profit organization 501(C)3 VISIT US:

SUMMER PROGRAMS

Ages 4-10
11 individual weeks!

RegistrationNow Open!

4775 W Panther Creek Drive # 280

 The Woodlands TX 773814775 W Panther Creek Drive # 280

 The Woodlands TX 77381

What are you going to do all summer?
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Woodlands 
construction 
projects
Building projects 
nearing completion

C onstruction projects underway 
throughout The Woodlands are 
reshaping the skyline of the South 

Montgomery County community. Many 
of the projects could contribute to job 
growth in The Woodlands and are near-
ing completion. 

The 11-story building at 3 Waterway 
Square should be finished in June, while 
the second building at the Kuykendahl 
Medical Plaza is scheduled for comple-
tion sometime in mid-2013. One Hughes 
Landing, the first building in the Hughes 
Landing development on Lake Wood-
lands, will be finished in September and 
both Anadarko’s 31-story expansion and 
phase two of the Millennium apartments 
are scheduled for completion in spring of 
2014, according to The Woodlands Devel-
opment Company. 

Alex Sutton, co-president of The Wood-
lands Development Company, said it 
always been part of The Woodlands vision 
to be a hometown where residents live, as 
well as work. Sutton said about 40 percent 
of The Woodlands’ 52,000 jobs are held 
by Woodlands residents, and with the 
construction and expansion of businesses 
in the community, he believes that vision 
is starting to be realized. 

“I think the importance of [the con-
struction] is we’re realizing our full 
potential and our full dream of becom-
ing an employment center,” Sutton said. 
“Being an employment center has benefits 
for everybody. We’ll have higher property 
values and shorter commutes.”

The Woodlands experienced a record 
increase of 1,172 jobs in 2012. 

By Matt Stephens

Close Up

1  One Hughes Landing is the first project at the 
new Hughes Landing development. The building 
will be completed by September.

2  A new retail shopping center is being devel-
oped along Research Forest Drive just north of Six 
Pines Drive. Completion is planned for late spring.

3  Phase II of the Millennium Apartments on 
Waterway Avenue will be complete by next spring. 

4  Kuykendahl Medical Plaza II is expected to 
have occupants by late summer or early fall. Ten-
ants will likely include medical and professional 
offices. 

5  Anadarko Petroleum Corporation’s new 
31-story high-rise office is expected to be com-
plete by spring 2014. 

6  Construction on 3 Waterway will be completed 
in June. Its occupants will include Nexeo Solutions 
and Waste Connections.
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 Take an ordinary journey to an extraordinary place!T
281.351.8851 • 15635 FM 2920 • Tomball, TX 77377 
Open 7 days a week • www.arborgate.com

The Arbor Gate
More events & details available online

Saturday
April 6, 10am
How to Use Herbs 

Henry Flowers, MacAshan Gardens

Sunday
April 7, 11am

Bees, Butter� ies & Blooms 
Angela Chandler 

MGCEU

Thursday
April 11, 10am 

Small Flowering Trees
Dr. David Creech, SFA State University 

MGCEU

Saturday
April 13,  9am-3pm

Houston Rose Society Rose Show
10:00 - Pests and Plagues of Roses and 

How to Deal with Them
presented by Gaye Hammond 

1:00 - Roses 101
presented by Donald Burger, 

Director of the Houston Rose Society

Thursday
April 18, 10am
In Kathy’s Garden 

Kathy Huber, The Houston Chronicle
 

Saturday
April 20, 10am

The Frugal Gardener
Dr. Bill Welch, Texas A&M University 
Chris Wiesinger, Southern Bulb Co.

MGCEU 

Sunday
April 21, 11am

Landscape Lighting 101 
Rob Greening

 

Thursday 
April 25, 10am

Landscape Remedies
Cynthia Graham, RN, BSN

 

Saturday
April 27, 10am

Functional Garden Design with Flair
Jason McKenzie

Thursday
May 2, 10am

The Perfect Patio Party 
Molly Fowler 

Saturday
May 4, 10am

Basilmania 
Ann Wheeler, Log House Herbs 

& Chef Chris Crowder
 

Sunday
May 5, 1pm

Home Winemaking 
Ken Wuensche

Thursday
May 9, 10am

Flowers, Foliage, Ferns, and Fun 
Linda Gay 

MGCEU
 

Saturday
May 11, 10am-3pm

Art in the Garden 
10:00am Felder Rushing’s Artful Insights, 

Randy Lemmon of the Gardenline 
Houston Llew*Classes marked with an MGCEU are eligable for Master Gardner Continuing Education
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T he Shell Houston Open, the 10th 
oldest regular event on the PGA 
Tour schedule, spent more than 

20 years in The Woodlands, proving to 
be one of the most successful endeavors 
the community has ever undertaken. The 
golf tournament was so successful, in fact, 
the crowds of 200,000-plus outgrew the 
community that hosted it and moved to 
Redstone Golf Club in 2003.

But for the time it was here from 1974 
to 2002 the Shell Houston Open, or SHO 
as it came to be known, established The 
Woodlands as a high profile golfing 
community while attracting the world’s 
best golfers as well as several celebrities 
throughout the years.

“The tournament had been some-
what nomadic, but The Woodlands gave 
the tournament an identify,” said Burt 
Darden, communications director for the 
Houston Golf Association, the organiza-
tion that puts on the SHO each year.

Before moving to The Woodlands, 
Houston’s PGA Tour event went through 
a variety of name changes and locations, 
most notably a 12-year stint at Memorial 
Golf Course. 

But as George Mitchell was developing 
The Woodlands in the mid-1970s, he saw 
an opportunity to bring the event to his 
new community.

The 18th hole at the TPC course was the site of large galleries during the Shell Houston Open.

C
o

ur
te

sy
 T

he
 W

o
o

d
la

nd
s 

R
es

o
rt

 a
nd

 C
o

nf
er

en
ce

 C
en

te
r

Although the PGA was ready to make 
The Woodlands home for its Houston 
event, The Woodlands was not quite ready 
for the PGA.

“One of the things that was unusual, 
the golf course was not completed yet,” 
Darden said. “They worked all day and 
all night to get it competed, and lo and 
behold, they did.”

Among the early draws for the tour-
nament was its celebrity pro-am, where 
amateur golfers and local residents could 
take the course with PGA Tour profes-
sionals and entertainment personalities. 
Darden said Doug Sanders, who was 
director of golf in The Woodlands at the 
time, had friends in the entertainment 
business and encouraged them to make 
the trip out to the fledgling community to 
promote the tournament. Among those 
who took part in various SHO pro-ams 
included Bob Hope, Andy Williams, 
Phyllis Diller and Jackie Gleason. Darden 
said former University of Texas football 
coach Darrell Royal and Willie Nelson 
hosted a tournament at the Tournament 
Players Course.

However, some of the dynamics that 
led to the event’s success in The Wood-
lands, such as the course’s location in a 
developed neighborhood and an increase 
in interest in the event, eventually led to 

its relocation.
Darden said that although the TPC was 

a relatively short golf course that led to 
lower scores, which  subsequently provided 
for exciting golf for spectators, the course’s 
constraints did not allow for expansion.

“The golf course was always in really 
good shape and leant itself to good scor-
ing,” Darden said. “But the equipment 
improved, players were hitting the ball 
farther, but there was no way to make [the 
course] longer.”

In addition, with more than 200,000 
spectators and their parked vehicles caus-
ing traffic problems in and around Wood-
lands neighborhoods, residents began to 
complain, Darden said. Eventually, the 
HGA moved the SHO to Redstone, a sub-
stantially longer golf course and one with 
more parking.

The Shell Houston Open
Popular PGA Tour event drew thousands
By Brian Walzel

hISTORy       THe WoodlandS

1940 1950 1970 20001960 2010

1946
River Oaks Country Club

1949
Pine Forest Country Club

1972
Westwood Country Club 

1973
Quail valley Country Club 

1951-1963
Memorial Park Golf Course

1966-1971
Champions Golf Course

1974-2002
Woodlands Country Club 

2003-2013
Redstone Golf Course1947

Memorial Park Golf Course

1950
BraeBurn Country Club

1964-1965
Sharpstown Country Club

Winners of the Shell Houston 
Open in The Woodlands
Throughout its 27-year history in The 
Woodlands, the Shell Houston Open featured 
winners both notable and unsung.

Past winners
1975 Bruce Crampton 
1976 Lee Elder 
1977 Gene Littler 
1978 Gary Player 
1979 Wayne Levi 
1980 Curtis Strange 
1981 Ron Streck 
1982 Ed Sneed 
1983 David Graham 
1984 Corey Pavin 
1985 Raymond Floyd 
1986 Curtis Strange 
1987 Jay Haas 
1988 Curtis Strange 
1989 Mike Sullivan 
1990 Tony Sills 

1991 Fulton Allem 
1992 Fred Funk 
1993 Jim McGovern 
1994 Mike Heinen 
1995 Payne Stewart 
1996 Mark Brooks 
1997 Phil Blackmar 
1998 David Duval 
1999 Stuart Appleby 
2000 Robert Allenby 
2001 Hal Sutton 
2002 vijay Singh

THEN...

Handwritten reports, solving problems on a 
chalkboard and encyclopedias have been 

replaced in today’s classrooms
by iPads, SMARTBoards and search engines. 

Educational tools have changed over the past 
25 years and so has Cooper. New academic, 

athletic and fine arts facilities, record enrollment 
growth and state-of-the-art technology. 

There’s more on the horizon with construction 
of a new building to facilitate additional K-4 

enrollment openings for  2013-14. 
Join us on campus and experience 

Cooper for yourself. 

NOW...

ADMISSION TOURS:  May 1 
or by appointment: 281.367.0900www.johncooper.org

TIMeS HAve CHANgeD
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O ne of the most popular 
parks in The Wood-
lands, Northshore Park 

has been a focal point of family 
entertainment and community 
events since its creation in 1987. 

Chris Nunes, parks and recre-
ation director for The Woodlands 
Township, said Northshore Park 
is roughly 7 acres and features 
one of the largest open field areas 
of any park in The Woodlands, 
making it popular for foot-
ball, Frisbee and other outdoor 
activities. Nunes said the park 
features two volleyball courts, 
two large pavilions, a stage, two 
playgrounds, picnic areas along 
the water and a pathway that 
encircles the park along Lake 
Woodlands. 

“It’s a very popular amenity 
among the residents,” Nunes said. 

Northshore Park has also 
developed a reputation as a host 
destination for events in The 
Woodlands, Nunes said. In addi-
tion to the Concert in the Park 

series, which features seven or 
eight live musical performances 
in the spring and the fall, North-
shore Park has been the site of 
many community events, such as 
the annual YMCA Dragon Boat 
Team Challenge and Spring Bark, 
hosted by the Lone Star Animal 
Welfare League. 

“There are a number of groups 
which raise awareness for their 
causes, and Northshore Park 
has become a location for that,” 
Nunes said. 

The park  is also a boat launch 
for canoes, kayaks and small sail-
boats, while also serving as the 
starting point for athletic events, 
such as the CB&I Triathlon and 
Memorial Hermann IronMan 
Texas, he said. 

“People have known about the 
park for a long time, and a lot of 
community events have been held 
there,” Nunes said. “It’s one of the 
larger parks in the community 
and it’s been a part of the com-
munity for a long time.”

Northshore Park
Park plays home to variety of events

eNTeRTAINMeNT

Northshore Park
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2505 Lake Woodlands Drive
The Woodlands • 281-210-3950
thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Northshore Park plays host to a variety of activities and events, including YMCA’s Dragon Boat Races.
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By Matt Stephens

Types of Activities at 
Northshore Park
• Kayaking, canoeing, boating
• Playground equipment for younger 

and older children
• Football, Frisbee and other sports 

on green spaces
• Picnics
• Fishing
• Barbecues at BBQ pits
• Walking and sight-seeing along 

Lake Woodlands
• Live music events
• Community events, such as the 

Dragon Boat Races and Spring 
Bark

• Athletic events like ironMan Texas

Upcoming events
• April 13 - Spring Bark 2013 hosted  

by the Lone Star Animal Welfare 
League; 9:30 a.m.–4 p.m. 

• April 14 - Alter Ego (classic rock 
and variety); 5:30–7:30 p.m. 

• April 21 - Mood indigo (jazz); 
5:30–7:30 p.m. 

• April 27 - Open water swim day 
and triathlon clinics; 7:30 a.m.–
12:30 p.m. 

• April 28 - Little Queen (variety); 
5:30–7:30 p.m. 

• May 4 - 10th annual CB&i Triath-
lon; 8 a.m. 

• May 18 - 2013 Memorial Hermann 
ironMan Texas triathlon; 6:30 a.m. 

HOUSTON’S LargeST
THe area’S Premier DeveLOPer, Johnson Development briNgS yOU...

free aDmiSSiON • WeeKeNDS iN aPriL ONLy!
johnsondevelopment.comfind more info at Homes from the $150s -1 Millions+ 

7 cOmmUNiTieS . 84 mODeL HOmeS . 327 avaiLabLe HOmeS . 20,001 DecOraTiNg iDeaS

north/northeast

bay areakatyfort bend

get your tour maps
online atJohnsonDevelopment.com

Creating environments that celebrate life.P
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free hot dogs & popcorn, 
firefighter hats, coloring books, 

face painting/balloon artist,
and tours of the station!

Woodforest fire station Grand openinG
sat, apr 27 . 10am-2pm . free . open to public
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Services include custom window treatments, 
media room design, staging and lighting 
design. 832-928-6908.  
www.casebelladesigngroup.com

Decorating Den Interiors and interior 
designer Jennifer Jones specialize in 
window treatments, bedding ensembles, 
carpeting, area rugs, wall covering, 
accessories, lighting, upholstered furniture 
and case furniture. Jones also provides 
home makeover seminars to local clubs and 
organizations. 281-357-0511. 
www.decdens.com/jjones

Owners Ron and Sue Chene at Chene 
Interiors have more than 30 years of 
experience in interior design and home 
remodeling. They specialize in indoor and 
outdoor kitchens, bedrooms and bathrooms. 
313 Sawdust Road, 281-364-1744.  
www.cheneinteriors.com

Creative Impressions has served The 
Woodlands area for more than 20 years. The 
company specializes in the design process 
of interior design and home renovations and 
works with clients through the architectural 
phase through the details of design. 1095 
Evergreen Cir., Ste. 100. 281-363-4200.  
www.cidesigngroup.com 

Casa Bella Interiors and Landscape Design 
and owner Andee Parker provide interior design 
services for commercial and residential clients, 
specializing in custom designs for home and 
businesses, as well as custom landscapes. 

INTERIOR  
DECORATING

Home
GuideIMPROVEMENT

Your multi-specialty care solution in ONE location!

800 Peakwood Suite 2E, Houston, TX 77090
To schedule an appointment, call 281-377-1000

or book appointments online at
northhoustonspecialtyphysicians.com

Vincent Talosig, M.D.
Pain Management
Physical Medicine 

and Rehabilitation Specialist

Orlando Lopez-Roman, M.D.
Gastroenterologist

Cuie Qiu, M.D., Ph.D.
Neurologist
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Georgette Martz-Taylor at Faux By G stays 
up-to-date with the latest faux finish techniques 
and trends and specializes in creating 
distinctive and high-end faux and cabinet 
finishes and creating custom furniture.  
832-326-1660. www.fauxbyg.com

Awesome Interiors and Cynthia Burke 
Havens offer professional interior 
decorating, renovation, staging and 
re-design services, including faux finishes, 
commercial decorating, one day room 
makeovers, reupholstery and custom 
furniture. 832-594-6335.  
www.myawesomeinteriors.com

Construction Services Group has more 
than 40 years of experience in residential and 
commercial remodeling services, specializing in 
kitchen remodeling, bathroom remodeling and 
room expansions for homeowners, as well as 
remodeling, expansion and new construction 

REMODELING

of commercial projects. 26308 Aldine-Westfield 
Road, Spring. 281-350-1222.  
www.constructionservicesgroup.com

Doing What’s Right Construction has 
received numerous awards for its quality of 
services, including the Award of Excellence 
from the Better Business Bureau in 2010 
and 2011, since its creation in 2001. DWR 
provides financing and free estimates 
to customers, specializing in kitchens, 
bathrooms, painting, sun rooms, flooring, 
attic conversions, storage buildings, decks, 
and garages. 445 Spring Hill Drive.  
281-419-4144.  
www.dwrconstruction.com 

Hollech Custom Building and Remodeling 
has been providing remodeling services—
including major home remodeling, kitchens, 
bathrooms, additions, energy efficient windows, 
sightings and decks—since 1977.  
936-449-5777. www.hollech.com

John Williams Construction, Inc. has more 
than 30 years of experience in the remodeling 
industry. The business offers bathroom and 
kitchen remodels, room and garage additions, 

attic and garage conversions, media rooms, 
custom cabinetry, entertainment centers, 
outdoor kitchens and pavilions. 1544 Sawdust 
Road, No. 401, The Woodlands. 281-298-5572. 
www.jwcinc.biz

S&H Construction specializes in kitchen and 
bathroom remodels, as well as electrical and 
plumbing services, painting, repairs, tile, and 
cabinets. The business has remodeled homes 
in The Woodlands and Spring area for more 
than 20 years. 281-363-4757.  
www.sandhconstruction.org

Alan Stone Tile and Stone specializes 
in tile and stonework, while providing 
bathroom and kitchen remodeling and 
floor carpentry, using special techniques 
and ensuring the cleanliness of homes. 
The business has more than 20 years of 
experience and has worked in and around 
the Houston community since 2008. 594 
Sawdust Road, Ste. 264. 281-475-3484. 
www.bathroom-remodelinghouston.com

Woodlands Cabinet Shop uses the finest 
woods and coverings to repair furniture and 

create cabinets, bookshelves, entertainment 
centers, desks and more. 281-813-8335.  
www.woodlandscabinetshop.com

Standing Room Only Remodeling and 
contractor Ron Orlando offer several 
remodeling services, including hardwood 
flooring, tile, carpet, kitchens and 
bathrooms. 713-320-8248.  
www.sro-remodeling.com

Eric Maksym Building 
and Design specializes 
in the remodeling of 
bathrooms, kitchens 
and media rooms, as 
well as custom home 
building. Services 
provided include 
cabinets, countertops, 
trim paneling, paint, 
tiles and wood flooring, 
windows, and exteriors. 
281-367-4200.  
www.thewoodlands 
buildinganddesign.com

A dynamic, Christian learning 
environment with an emphasis on 
high academic standards

• Low student-teacher ratios 
• Daily Bible curriculum and 
   weekly chapel
• After-school enrichment programs
• State certified teachers
• Expanding through the 6th grade  
   by 2016

   ThE WooDLAnDS METhoDiST SchooL

Joyful. ExcEllEncE.

A Ministry of The Woodlands United Methodist Church

currently enrolling for kindergarten 
through 3rd grade. 
 
for more information: 
twmschool.org or 281.297.5959

The Woodlands Methodist School admits students of 
any race, color, and national or ethnic origin.

Continued on | 38



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com38  features

Call today to schedule 
an appointment: 

281.440.5300
or 866.333.6932

Internal & Family Medicine  |  Dermatology  |  Rheumatology  |  Radiology  |  Imaging  |  Laboratory

Compassionate

Care

Cypress Station Area 
1140 Cypress Station Drive

Houston, TX 77090
(near Houston NW Medical Center) 

The Woodlands Clinic (Forest Crossing) 
9100 Forest Crossing Drive
The Woodlands, TX  77381

(near Research Forest and Gosling)

The Medical Center 
2010 Naomi Street, Suite A

Houston, TX  77054
(near Texas Medical Center)

Accepting most major insurance plans

Why Call a Rheumatologist?
Gwendoline Menga D.O. 
is a Rheumatologist  who 
received further training in 
the diagnosis, detection, and 
treatment of arthritis and other 
musculoskeletal diseases 
affecting the joints, muscles 
and bones.

She is board certifi ed in both 
internal medicine and 
rheumatology. 

Northwest Diagnostic Clinic 
is proud to be the largest 
nonacademic rheumatology 
practice in Houston.   

Learn more about us at nwdc.com

Common illnesses 
can include:

Rheumatoid • 
Arthritis

Scleroderma• 

Sjogren’s • 
Syndrome

Psoriatic Arthritis• 

Lupus• 

Osteoporosis • 

Osteoarthritis• 

And other • 
autoimmune
diseases.

Irvin Renovations and owner Tommy irvin 
specialize in remodeling and faux painting, 
offering services such as ceramic tile, 
countertops, decks, air condition, plumbing, 
electrical, bathroom and kitchen remodeling. 57 
South Bethany Bend Circle, Spring.  
936-524-3029. 

Kitchen Solutions specializes in cabinets, 
appliance installation, electrical, lighting, 
flooring, plumbing, painting, drywall, 
countertops and backsplashes. 25919 i-45 
North, Ste. D, The Woodlands.  
281-447-8209.  
www.kitchensolutionsoftexas.com 

T.D. Cox Homes LLC and owner Tom Cox 
have more than 20 years of experience and 
design, building and remodeling custom homes 
in and around The Woodlands. Remodeling 
services include custom kitchens, bathroom 
renovations, media rooms, room and garage 
additions, attic conversation and ADA 
modifications. 214 Nursery Road. 
281-364-1800. www.tdcoxhomes.com

Amazon Contracting is a full-service 
contract company with more than 20 years 
of experience. Amazon offers a variety 
of construction and remodeling services, 
including kitchen and bathroom remodeling, air 
conditioning, attic insulation, weatherproofing, 
plumbing, electrical, landscaping, flooring, 
roofing and more. 281-541-0109.  
www.amazoncontracting.com

Continued from | 37

Absolutely Outdoors provides its customers 
with pool design and construction, outdoor 
kitchens, structural additions, irrigation 
solutions and landscape design and 
installation. 281-686-5296.  
www.absolutelyoutdoors.net 

Colorscapes offers full landscape designs, 
residential and commercial irrigation design 
and installation, custom pools, ponds and 
waterfalls, courtyards and deck design and 
construction. 832-455-9028.  
www.colorscapesofhouston.com

Lawn Ranger offers award-winning lawn 
service, including custom design and 
installation of formal and natural gardens, 
patios, decks and gazebos, fountains and 
ponds. 281-681-1025.  
www.lawnrangercompany.com 

Serving The Woodlands area for more than 
14 years, horticulturist Jack Field’s Field’s 

Landscaping and Irrigation provides 
comprehensive landscaping design and 
installation for homes and businesses.  
281-793-9614.  
www.fieldslandscapingtx.com 

Grand Gardens specializes in total lawn 
care and maintenance, landscape design and 
installation, retaining walls, paths and patios, 
ponds and waterfalls and outdoor lighting. 
 832-472-0330. www.grand-gardens.com

With more than 25 years of service in The 
Woodlands, Home & Leisure Designs 
provides sprinkler systems, landscaping plans 
and installation, walkways, fountains and 
ponds, arbors and outdoor kitchens.  
936-271-1445.  
www.homeandleisuredesigns.com 

JAM Exterior Services specializes in organic 
landscaping and maintenance for homes 
and businesses, organic insect control and 
fertilizing, renovations and sprinkler system 
repair. 281-367-9971.  
www.jamexteriorservices.com 

Oasis Landscaping offers its clients outdoor 
fireplaces, summer kitchens, decks, gazebos, 
pathways, patios, water features, stonework, 
drainage systems and outdoor lighting.  
281-367-6774.

This list is not comprehensive. if your 
business was not included, please email us at 
wdlnews@impactnews.com and we will add it 
to our online edition.

LANDSCAPING
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CORRIDOR Compiled by Brian Walzel

The shops, stores and restaurants 
located in the 1500 and 1500 blocks of 
Research Forest Drive in Shenandoah 
offer a range of products and services 
to local residents, including a variety of 
dining options, health and beauty and 
financial services. 

Restaurants

1  Zunum, at 1620 Research Forest 
Drive, offers a distinctive dining 
experience in South Montgomery County 
and features gourmet dishes for adults in 
a modern casual setting, while providing 
activities, a play area and a special menu 
for children. 281-419-5400.  
www.zunum.net

2  Schlotzsky’s, at 1620 Research 
Forest Drive, offers oven-toasted 
sandwiches, gourmet pizzas, 
wraps, salads, soups and desserts. 
Schlotzsky’s also offers nutritional 
sandwiches and salads. 
281-419-1300. www.schlotzskys.com

3  The Egg and I, at 1644 Research 
Forest Drive, Ste. 100, offers its 
customers breakfast and lunch items, 
including favorites such as Benedicts, 
omelettes, waffles and pancakes.  
281-419-8333.  
www.theeggandirestaurants.com

4  Jimmy John’s Gourmet 
Sandwiches, at 1508 Research 
Forest Drive, offers a variety of subs 
and sandwiches, including vegetarian 
options and “plain slims” in 8-inch or 
“gargantuan” options.  832-585-0610. 
www.jimmyjohns.com

5  Lama Mediterranean Cafe, at 1500 
Research Forest Drive, Ste. 100, offers 

home-cooked Mediterranean and Greek 
cuisine in a relaxed atmosphere. The 
restaurant also offers catering services. 
281-292-5262. www.lamacafe.com

6  Schakolad, at 1500 Research Forest 
Drive, Ste. 130, makes fresh chocolate 
on site. Schakolad offers custom 
chocolate box creations, signature 
truffles and gifts for every occasion.  
281-292-9900. www.schakolad.com

7  Lenny’s, at 1500 Research Forest 
Drive, Ste. 190, specializes in handmade 
sandwiches and subs, including the 
favorite Philly Cheesesteak sandwich. 
Customers can choose from three sub 
sizes, as  well as chips and cookies.  
281-298-2997. www.lennys.com

8  Ploy Thai Cuisine, at 1500 Research 
Forest Drive, Ste. 240, offers authentic 
Thai cuisine in an upscale dining 
environment. 281-465-8398.  
www.ploythaicuisine.com

health Care

9  Timeless Dental, at 1644 Research 
Forest Drive, Ste. 130, offers a full range 
of dental services, including bridges, 
crowns, implants, veneers, periodontal 
health and extractions. 281-681-3300. 
www.timelessdental.com

10  Vision Source, at 1508 Research 
Forest Drive, Ste. 200, provides 
comprehensive eye examinations, 
preventative vision care, vision therapy, 
laser vision correction, contacts and 
glasses. 281-466-1700.  
www.visionsource-researchforest.com

11  Lifechek Drug, at 1490 Research 
Forest Drive, offers quality prescriptions 

medications at competitive prices, 
as well as other pharmaceuticals and 
everyday products. 832-948-1012. 
www.lifechek42.com

Financial

12  Fidelity National Title, at 1644 
Research Forest Drive, Ste. 140, is one 
of the nation’s largest providers of title 
insurance and escrow services.  
281-364-1500. www.fntg.com

13  Woodforest National Bank, 1508 
Research Forest Drive, offers personal 
and business banking, including 
savings and checking accounts, online 
and drive-thru banking, and financial 
services. 281-465-5520.  
www.woodforest.com

Services

14  Oasis Club and Spa for Women, 
at 1644 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 
180, offers fitness programs designed 
for women, as well as a full line of spa 
services such as massages, a sauna, 
tanning, and cosmetology.  
281-681-9992.  
www.oasisclubandspaforwomen.com

15  Annie’s Hair Salon, at 1500 
Research Forest Drive, Ste. 110, 
specializes in a full-service approach 
and a total natural look concept 
of styling. 281-203-5139. www.
annieshairsalon.com

16  Forest Nails and Spa, 1500 
Research Forest Drive, Ste. 180, offers 
pedicures, manicures and a variety of 
spa services. 281-465-9007

Retail

17  The Woodlands Floral Too, 1500 
Research Forest Drive, Ste. 120, sells 
flowers and floral gifts for any occasion, 
including specialty events such as 
homecoming, holidays and special 
collections. The store offers delivery 
services on purchases. 281-363-4747. 
www.woodlandsflowers.com

18  Soccer 4 All, 1500 Research Forest 
Drive, Ste. 140, sells a full line of soccer 
equipment and apparel for children and 
adults. 281-465-0424.  
www.soccer4all.com

19  Vic’s Liquor, 1500 Research Forest 
Drive, Ste. 170, is a full service liquor 
and beverage shop offering a variety of 
liquors, beers, mixers and wines.  
832-294-1446.  

This is a sample of businesses and organizations in the area. 

The list is not comprehensive.

Research Forest at Six Pines Drive 
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AIR CONDITIONING 
AND HEATING

281-651-5484

BradburyBrothers.com

REPAIRS
MAINTENANCE
INSTALLATIONS

“We Take Care of Your Air”

$50 OFF
REPAIRS

OF $200 OR MORE
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC

WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 
OFFERS OR SPECIALS. COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER. 

EXPIRES 5-08-13

$59.00
TUNE-UP

(REG.$89)
BRADBURY BROTHERS, LLC

WITH COUPON ONLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 
OFFERS OR SPECIALS. COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER. 

EXPIRES 5-08-13

YOUR AIR CONDITIONING 
AND HEATING SPECIALISTS

14 12 9 3

10 4
1 2
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PERFORM
AT YOUR BEST
Low T Therapy

$499
- Includes Of� ce Visit, Initial blood test
- 3 months of testosterone therapy
- Increase Strength and Endurance
- Increase Libido & Sexual Desire
- Enhance Mood & Well-Being
- Increase Lean Muscle Mass, Increase Energy

GUARANTEED RESULTS on your 
� rst visit or it’s FREE

• Erectile Dysfunction and         
Premature Ejaculation

WOODLANDS: 832-510-2777
1011 Medical Plaza Drive, Suite 230

HOUSTON: 713-588-1416
2630 Fountain View Drive, Suite 409

MensClinicsofAmerica.com
Improving Men’s Health And Performance

Only 
$99
Only 
$99

Pit-Master BBQ Brisket 
House & Pig Stand

842 Rayford Rd, 77386 
(At the Railroad Tracks) 

281-362-1111
Tues - Sat 11 AM - 9 PM • Sun 11:30 AM - 7 PM

Closed Monday

Buy 1 BBQ Plate and 
Receive a 2nd BBQ Plate 
or Sandwich of Equal or 

Lesser Value

e 
r 1/2 off! One coupon per 

table. DINE IN 
ONLY. Up to a $8.95 

value. Expires 
5/9/13

Voted Best  
IN The WoodlandsThe Woodlands

FOR A REASON
2010  • 2011 • 2012 • 2013

B B QB B Q

SLOW Smoked Meats•Memphis Pulled Pork & Ribs
Texas Brisket•Sausage•Chicken & Turkey

Fabulous Side Orders•Family Packs

Let us Cater Your 
Next Party

Pit-Master BBQ Brisket 
343 Sawdust Rd, 77380 

281-419-3644
Mon - Sat 11 AM - 9 PM • Closed Sun

Voted Best Catering 2013!

Place
st1

of

R

2013

ter BBQ Brisket Pit Master BBQ

MontgoMery County
go red For WoMen LunCheon
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott

1601 Lake Robbins Drive • The Woodlands, TX 77380
Friday • May 10, 2013 • 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Please join us at the Go Red For Women Luncheon and be a part of 
a movement that is not just FOR women, but BY women. Together, 

we can end heart disease. Women Go Red.

For more information or to become a sponsor, please contact
Morgan Dean at 713.610.5061 or email morgan.dean@heart.org

WoMen go red

Event Co-Chairs &
Heart of Gold Sponsors

Shirelle Chimenti & Kena Cope

www.heart.org/montgomerycountygoredluncheon
www.facebook.com/ahamontgomery

1213_GRFW-MOCO_Ad_4.9x6.indd   1 3/27/2013   2:51:05 PM

At The Hampton Cypress Station, we offer Personalized Assisted Living and 
Alzheimer’s & dementia care for seniors. No matter how a resident’s needs may 
change, you’ll find prompt response to referrals, compassionate consultation 
for families and personalized care from the national leader in senior living 
accommodations. The result is a special blend of hospitality, service and care 
that can’t be found just anywhere.

To schedule a tour, call 1-877-849-3120.

52320-PCD01-0413-VH

       Exceptional
Senior Living.

Your trusted
  source for

One-bedroom apartments start at $1,995.
Call today to learn more.

Personalized Assisted Living
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care

303 Lantern Bend Dr.
Houston, TX 77090

www.brookdaleliving.com 
Facility No. 030280Your story continues here...
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mAGNOLIA As the Magnolia Volun-
teer Fire Department prepares for its 
next ISO rating in 2014, it has taken on 
several initiatives to increase response 
times and water supply capabilities. 

With the purchase of four new 3,300 
gallon tanker trucks, and construction 
underway at three new fire stations, the 
department plans to eventually have nine 
stations, each one equipped with a tanker 
and fire engine. 

The new tankers arrived in February 
and should be on the streets starting in 
May, said MVFD Fire Chief Gary Vincent. 
The trucks, which were custom-designed 
by MVFD, provide more than double the 
water capacity of some of the 1,500-gallon 
trucks the department is replacing.

“We serve an area that is two-thirds the 
size of Austin and there are very few fire 
hydrants available for us to use,” Vincent 
said. “These trucks will provide us with 
more water to use in fighting fires on the 
ground level.”

While the new stations and trucks 

help set MVFD up to increase its fire 
fighting ability, Vincent said inadequate 
staffing will become a greater problem 
moving forward. Building the new sta-
tions was the first step in demonstrating 
the commitment to ISO standards, but 
how to staff them is still up in the air.  
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

DINING

eDUCATION TRANSPORTATION

TOmBALL Lone Star College has just 
begun construction on a new $20 mil-
lion Energy & Manufacturing Institute 
at its University Park campus that will 
expand hands-on, job-related training 
for students in the oil and gas industry. 

The new facility, which will open next 
January, will expand the Institute from its 
current 3 labs to 26 labs, plus an expanded 
area to do equipment training, said Joe Ed 
Bunton, director of oil and gas programs 
for the college. 

The current Institute, which opened in 

2011, operates out of buildings on the col-
lege’s University Park campus—at Hwy. 
249 and Louetta Road—and other Lone 
Star College campuses.

“This is a huge jump forward,” Bunton 
said. “There’s a lot of people who want to 
get in these programs. We just don’t have 
the equipment or the space to do that, so 
this will give us that capability. We will 
have a lot more space there and a lot more 
options available for what we can do.” 
Full story by Tamra Santana 

TOmBALL Construction on Stuebner 
Airline Road will soon provide driv-
ers traveling between Houston and 
Tomball with another north-south 
corridor as an alternative to Hwy. 
249. The project will widen the street 
from two lanes to five between Spring 
Cypress Road and FM 2920. Two lanes 
will run in each direction, with one 

continuous turn lane in the middle.
This initiative is particularly important 

because of its proximity to the David 
Wayne Hooks Memorial Airport, said 
Jack Cagle, county commissioner in Har-
ris County’s Precinct 4, which is funding 
the project.

“The improvements to Stuebner Air-
line allow us to keep up with the growth 
in this area of neighborhoods and busi-
nesses alike,” Cagle said.  
Full story by Tamra Santana 

Lone Star building Energy Institute Expansion project 
underway at Stuebner 
Airline Road

ReGIONAl
Abridged stories from our other editions Full stories online at impactnews.com

Fire Department to add new tankers and fire 
stations, in need of additional staff 

Patrols to help lower crime rate

NORThWEST hOUSTON Rockwell 
Grill was not nearly the restaurant it is 
today when it first opened about five years 
ago. It provided a few typical beers and, 
eventually, a full menu to patrons in a usu-
ally smoke-filled room. Since co-owners 
Tiffany Richie and Melinda Mayes took 
the helm in early 2011, Rockwell’s selection 
of American cuisine and bar offerings has 
expanded to encompass all of the clas-
sics, each with its own distinctive twist.

“The [previous] owner went into the 

food side of it more, then sold [the restau-
rant] with the menu,” Mayes said. “We 
kept the burgers and chicken sandwiches, 
added our own twists, then added south-
ern cooking and changed over almost all 
the items to be fresh made. It takes longer 
to do it our way, but it tastes much better.”

Richie and Mayes said they rebranded 
the restaurant with two things in mind: 
craft beer and fresh food. Now, the family 
friendly restaurant offers more than 130 
bottled beers and 14 draughts, which they 
expect to expand to about 25.  
Full story by John Rigg

NORThWEST hOUSTON 
With a climbing population 
of about 1.5 million residents 
in unincorporated Harris 
County, several homeown-
ers associations, municipal 
utility districts and other 
local entities have contracted 
additional law enforce-
ment deputies to patrol their 
respective areas in Cy-Fair.

“These contracts are an 
incredible vehicle for assigning 
support and maintaining the  
partnership between the 
county and local communities,” 
said Harris County Sheriff Adrian Garcia. 
“Communities seek us out when they feel 
they need these extra patrols.” 

There are 34 municipalities within Hous-
ton’s 13-county region, each with speci-
fied law enforcement patrols. Non-munic-
ipalities within unincorporated Harris 
County—such as Cy–Fair—do not have a 
designated police department.

“If you’re a resident of Harris County, 
you either live within the city where there 

is a police force or in the unincorporated 
areas patrolled by the sheriffs and consta-
bles office,” said Alan Bernstein, director of 
public affairs for the Harris County Sheriff ’s 
Office. “The customer can choose which 
agency it wants to use. The contract allows 
[the Sheriff ’s Office] to cover the extra num-
ber of deputies out in the field. The Sheriff ’s 
Office patrols and is the first responder 
to the entire unincorporated area.” 
Full story by John Rigg
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TOP STORIeS

Rockwell Grill
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Jarvis Rd.

12640 Telge Road
Cypress • 281-256-9223
www.rockwelltavernandgrill.com  
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New student services  
building - 60,000 sf

New entry drive

New University  
Center 54,000 sf

Increase parking
420 spaces

Lone Star College Bond Election Voting Locations

Source: Lone Star College

College Park Dr. 

being able to do what we say we’ll 
do in terms of the tax rate,” he said. 

The average homeowner in 
the district’s boundaries—based 
on the average home value of 
$136,072—would pay roughly 
$165 in LSCS taxes per year with 
a tax rate of $0.1210 per $100 
of valuation. In 2012, property 
taxes generated $140 million in 
revenue for LSCS, of which $35 
million went to pay down debt 
on bonds, Laughter said. 

If the bond package is 
approved, the LSCS will gather 
bids and sell the bond money to 
construct the proposed projects. 
The college system will pay back 
the debt over time. 

Montgomery campus
When Lone Star College-

Montgomery President Austin 
Lane arrived on campus in 2009, 
LSC-Montgomery had 9,000 stu-
dents, a number that has grown 
to 13,000 over the last five years. 
The proposed 2013 referendum 
would provide a 60,000-square-
foot student services building 
and a new 54,000-square-foot 
University Center, as well as 
420 parking spaces and entry 
improvements to the campus. 

“Our growth here has been 
just phenomenal, and our chal-
lenge now is just to be able to 
serve that growth and ensure we 
have the appropriate spaces to do 
that,” Lane said. 

During the planning process, 
Lane said a “campus vision ses-
sion” with students and staff 
revealed the biggest need on cam-
pus to be a new student services 
center. The new building will offer 
services such as orientation, regis-
tration, admissions, financial aid, 
advising, testing, transcripts, and 
graduation services. 

“It’s really a one-stop shop 
building,” Lane said. “The way 
it was before you would have to 
go to three or four other build-
ings to get [those services] and 
students get frustrated with that.”

Lane said there will be some 
space for students to study or 
work on their laptops within the 
new building, as well as a large 
designated space for veterans 
affairs. More than 700 veterans 
attend LSC-Montgomery, he said. 

Another project of the bond 
referendum is a new University 
Center, which provides junior, 
senior and graduate level classes 
for four-year universities on the 
LSC-Montgomery campus, such 
as Sam Houston State and the 

University of Houston, Lane said. 
The new building would provide 
space for new partnerships with 
universities, while the current 
60,000-square-foot University 
Center will add instructional space 
for LSC-Montgomery. 

“[A new University Center] 
helps us deal with some of that 
growth, and [the current Univer-
sity Center is] already set up and 
designed as a classroom build-
ing,” Lane said. 

The bond money would also 
pay for 420 new parking spaces 
and the widening of many of the 
campus’ entrances and exits along 
Hwy. 242. Lane said motorists 
exiting eastbound on Hwy. 242 
can back up to the campus turn-
around in front of the adminis-
tration building, while accidents 
are also a concern. 

Karen Hoylman, president of 
The Woodlands Area Chamber of 
Commerce, said the LSC-Mont-
gomery campus is invaluable 
to the business community and 

urged voters to approve the bond. 
“The college was very impor-

tant to [the chamber] from the 
very beginning, and our goal has 
not changed in the county, which 
is to educate our students and 
provide them jobs to keep them 
working here.” Hoylman  said. 

Creekside Park
Should voters approve the refer-

endum, LSCS will begin the design 
phase for an 85,000-square-foot 
Creekside Center in the Village 
of Creekside Park soon after the 
bond election and begin construc-
tion by the end of the year. The 
center—affiliated with the LSC-
Tomball campus—would enroll 
between 3,000 to 4,000 students 
annually and be located on the 
west side of Kuykendahl Road, just 
south of Fire Station 7, located at 
26722 Kuykendahl Road. 

“The population is already 
there,” Laughter said. “We believe 
it will be at capacity not long 
after it opens, with the growth 

Bond
Continued from | 1
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    indian Hill Rd.

                                                        Creekside Forest                 

LSC-Creekside Center New Creekside Center Location is yet to 
be announced. 

Proposed 
Location

Student Services Building  $18,700,000

New University Center  $15,600,000

Surface parking   $1,700,000

Renovations   $2,000,000

Traffic Infrastructure, Facility Condition $800,000

Assessment   $100,000

A breakdown of the improvements at LSC-Montgomery

Do you support the bond referendum?

Take the poll online at  
impactnews.com/wdl-poll

Widen and improve 
entry drives

Montgomery County 

Pct. 3   The Woodlands High School 9th Grade Campus,  
  10010 Branch Crossing Drive., The Woodlands
Pct. 4   Copperwood Apartment Bldg., 4407 S. Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands 
Pct. 6   Deretchin Elementary School, 11000 Merit Oaks Drive, The Woodlands 
Pct. 24   Oak Ridge High School, 27330 Oak Ridge High School Road, Oak Ridge North 
Pct. 31   Shenandoah Municipal Complex, 29955 I-45 N., Shenandoah
Pct. 32  Wilkerson Intermediate School, 12312 Sawmill Road, The Woodlands 
Pct. 33   South County Community Bldg., 2235 Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands 
Pct. 35   Robinson Road Community Bldg., 27434 Robinson Road, Oak Ridge North 
Pct. 45   Timber Lakes/Timber Ridge Fire Station, 3434 Royal Oaks Drive, Spring
Pct. 46   Sue Broadway Elementary School, 2855 Spring Trails Bend, Spring 
Pct. 47   South Montgomery County Fire Station No. 2, 3355 Rayford Road, Spring
Pct. 48   Sally K. Ride Elementary School, 4920 W. Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands 
Pct. 49   David Elementary School, 5301 Shadowbend Place, The Woodlands 
Pct. 56   MCHD EMS Station 20, 250 Harper Landing Blvd., The Woodlands
Pct. 58   Lone Star College System, 5000 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands 
Pct. 59   Powell Elementary School, 7332 Cochrans Crossing Drive, The Woodlands 
Pct. 61   Community Christian Church, 10801 Falconwing Drive, The Woodlands 
Pct. 62   Collins Intermediate School, 6020 Shadowbend Place, The Woodlands 
Pct. 67   Lamar Elementary School, 1300 Many Pines Road, The Woodlands 
Pct. 69   Barbara Bush Elementary School, 7420 Crownridge Drive, The Woodlands 
Pct. 70   Bear Branch Recreation Center, 5310 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands 
Pct. 71  Buckalew Elementary School, 4909 W. Alden Bridge Drive, The Woodlands 
Pct. 75   Windsor Hills HOA Club House, One Windsor Hill Circle, The Woodlands 
Pct. 78   Galatas Elementary School, 9001 Cochrans Crossing Drive, The Woodlands 
Pct. 79   Glen Loch Elementary School, 27505 Glen Loch Drive, The Woodlands 
Pct. 80   Imperial Oaks Neighborhood Center, 33120 Imperial Oaks Blvd., Spring
Pct. 81   Mitchell Intermediate School, 6800 Alden Bridge Drive, The Woodlands 
Pct. 84   South Montgomery Fire Station No. 1, 335 Volunteer Lane, Spring

Harris County

Pct. 914  Creekside Forest Elementary School, 5949 Creekside Forest Drive, The Woodlands
  & 1029

that we see there. It will service a 
niche with that community that’s 
growing.”

ExxonMobil is moving 10,000 
employees to its new 385-acre 
campus near I-45 and the Hardy 
Toll Road in 2015. The develop-
ment could augment the popu-
lation growth on the southwest 
side of The Woodlands. 

“Lone Star College has a his-
tory with growing enrollment 
and spinning off to another 
campus,”  said Lamar Casparis, 
chairman of the Greater Tomball 
Area Chamber of Commerce. 
“Tomball’s continuing to grow. 
Creekside will continue to grow 
because of ExxonMobil.”

While the Creekside Center 
will help Tomball and the south-
west side of Montgomery County, 
Lane said much of the growth 
at LSC-Montgomery is coming 
from north of The Woodlands at 
the Conroe Center. That growth 
may not be addressed within this 
bond referendum, but he said 

the 83,000-square-foot Conroe 
Center can accommodate about 
3,500 students and is about a year 
from reaching capacity. 

If another bond referendum 
were held in three to five years, 
he said, the campus may need 
another academic instructional 
building to accommodate growth. 
Lane said student population is 
coming from Conroe, Willis and 
Montgomery ISDs, while Hunts-
ville ISD has even shown interest 
in utilizing the center. 

“Given the participation and 
the need from stakeholders and 
what they think we need, we 
would probably want to advocate 
for some more room in Conroe 
to expand,” Lane said. 
With reporting by Marie Leonard and 
Tamra Santana. 

If approved, the bond referendum would fund a new 60,000-square-foot student 
services building, a new 54,000-square-foot University Center, 420 additional parking 
spaces and would widen entry drives at the LSC-Montgomery campus. This map 
shows where the improvements will be constructed if the bond is approved.

LSC-Montgomery: 2013 Bond Proposal
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Stay local.
Go mobile.

Community Impact Newspaper’s hyperlocal news and  
deals are now available in a mobile-friendly format. 

Visit our new mobile site on any smartphone at impactnews.com 
Anywhere. Anytime. Absolutely free.
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acknowledging the facility’s his-
tory.

“I believe in having projects that 
preserve the past and respect the 
future, as well,” Doyle said. “We 
want to retain that character and 
create a really sophisticated, bold 
and environmentally sensitive 
look.”

According to the Development 
Company, the facility’s renovation 
will feature contemporary Texas-
style architecture that makes use of 
stone, steel and wood elements, as 
well as large windows and modern 
art designs. One of the goals of the 
project, said Greg Parsons, gen-
eral manager for The Woodlands 
Resort and Conference Center, is 
to make the facility welcoming for 
both business and social events.

“You try to balance the environ-
ment where a company can hold a 
meeting in a dedicating meeting 
service, while at the same time you 
want to have a social event, but 
don’t want to have it in a meeting 
environment,” Parsons said. “So 
we’ll be doing things like softening 
finishes in ballrooms and adding 
new chandeliers.”

With features such as the new 
1,000-foot lazy river and improved 
guest rooms, Sutton said, the 
resort hopes to attract more week-
end traffic.

“From Monday through Friday 
[we] get the business travel, but 
the weekend is always difficult [to 
draw travelers] with conference 
centers,” Sutton said.

Target markets
In 1997, the resort opened the 

$27.5 million Forest Oasis Water-
scape, a collection of water slides, 
swimming pools, fountains and 
other features designed to provide 
activities for families, adults and 
children. With the development of 
the lazy river and a new 120-seat 
steakhouse adjacent to the 18th 
hole, the Development Company 
and the Howard Hughes Corp. are 
hoping the resort will evolve into a 
regional travel destination.

“There is competition to become 
a regional destination,” Doyle said. 
“We needed to create amenities 
here to attract families other than 
for conference visits.”

In addition, Doyle said, over the 
past 18 months there has been a 
significant increase in demand for 
meeting space and hotel rooms in 
The Woodlands. 

“The Woodlands Resort and 
Conference Center is a premier 
meeting destination in the south-
west,” Parsons said. “But you can’t 

rest on your laurels. Continuous 
improvement of your product is 
essential. We think the timing for 
this investment is spot on.”

Sutton said ExxonMobil’s 
impending relocation to a 385-
acre campus just south of The 
Woodlands will have a significant 
effect on hotel stays.

“With ExxonMobil moving out 
here, there is a very large num-
ber of room nights moving to the 
north,”  he said. “Right now those 
people are staying in the Galleria 
and in Downtown [Houston].”

History
The Woodlands Inn, as it was 

then known, opened in 1974, a 
year after George Mitchell estab-
lished The Woodlands. According 

to the Development Company, 
with the closest hotels 45 min-
utes away, Mitchell saw a need to 
accommodate business travelers 
and potential homebuyers visiting 
The Woodlands. Guestrooms at 
the time featured full kitchens and 
amenities were developed nearby 
that included a boutique shopping 
center and ice skating rink.

“The conference center is an 
icon in The Woodlands,” Sutton 
said. “In those days they would 
page people, ‘Arnold Palmer, 
please pick up the phone.’ It was a 
celebrity place in the beginning.”

Sutton said during the early 
years of the center, indoor tennis 
was a popular recreational activity, 
so the conference center featured 
indoor tennis courts behind the 

main lobby.
“Things change, times change, 

and in the 1990s we replaced the 
tennis court with the ballroom,” 
Sutton said. “The market was no 
longer for indoor tennis. Really 
since that time, about the mid-
1990s, we have been upgrading the 
rooms over time.”

According to the Development 
Company, between 1989 through 
2002, the property invested in 
larger meeting space, more guest 
rooms and more spacious pub-
lic areas. While The Woodlands 
has since sold its golf courses and 
country club facilities to Canon-
gate, the two organizations have 
incorporated a partnership that 
provides for travel and golf pack-
ages, Sutton said.

Since its inception, The Wood-
lands Resort and Conference Cen-
ter has been recognized by several 
meeting planners and trade publi-
cations, including Successful Meet-
ings, which gave the center the 
Pinnacle Award for outstanding 
meeting facility. 

With the next phase of renova-
tions, Doyle said, the sites have 
been set on the highest of honors.

“The Development Company 
has an interest in creating a project 
where we want to be at the top of 
the class,” he said. “It’s going to be 
a Four Diamond project when we 
finish.” 

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

Renovations
Continued from | 1

Woodlands Resort Features and Improvements

1  NEW LAZY RIVER

2  EXISTING FOREST OASIS
• 2 pools
• 2 30’ tube slides
• 2 children’s water amenities
• 1 hot tub

3  EXISTING FAIRWAY PINES
• 222 rooms

4  NEW LIVING ROOM  
          BUILDING

5  NEW FAIRWAY PINES
• 184 rooms

6  NEW STEAK HOUSE

7  EXISTING LODGE UNITS
(TO BE DEMOLiSHED)

• 218 rooms

8  EXISTING CONFERENCE 
           CENTER

1

1

3

4

4 5 5

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Source: The Woodlands Development Company
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Featured listings are randomly selected. If you are a real estate agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your commercial properties 
listed in our real estate section at no cost, please send property information and photo to wdl@impactnews.com. All listings will be considered for 
publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper. 

Commercial properties
The Woodlands

ReAl eSTATe

Featured center Featured properties

26710 I-45 N.  $24 sq. ft./yr
Total sq. ft.: 40,000  Available sq. ft.: 10,000
Agent: Ross Foldetta, Woodlands Commercial Realty
281-466-2880

1644 Research Forest Drive $26 sq. ft./yr
Total sq. ft.: 12,074    Available sq. ft.: 3,874
Agent: Jeff Beard, The J. Beard Real Estate Company 
281-367-2220

7901 Research Forest Drive $15 sq. ft. /yr
Total sq. ft.: 22,008    Available sq. ft.: 1,895
Agent: Deborah Beeson, Vista Management Company
281-782-0804

25511 Budde Road, No. 302 $21.60 sq. ft./yr                      
Available sq. ft.: 1,000 
Agent: Lewis Walker, RE/MAX The Woodlands & Spring
281-363-5888

21 Waterway Ave.   $27 sq. ft. /yr
Total sq. ft.: 104,732   Available sq. ft.: 4,308
Agent: Greg Tilton, Transwestern 
713-407-8706

• 7-story Class A office building located adjacent to 
Waterway Square Plaza

• Easy access to I-45 and Bush Intercontinental 
Airport

26710 I-45 N.

Research Pines Plaza

Brownstone Office Condominiums

The Plazas at Alden Bridge

21 Waterway Ave. 

Wood and Fiberglass Door Refinishing

Additional Wood Refinishing Service

Now Serving 
The Woodlands
Houston, Austin & 

San Antonio!

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

• Quality In-Shop Restoration
• Professional Clean Room Finish
• Beautiful Secure Loaner Door
• Maintenance Service Available

Garage Doors • Window Frames • Shutters

NEW MAHOGANY DOORS 
AND WEATHER STRIPPING

BONUS!
SAVE
$25

713-861-2081 • 512-887-3263 (Aust in)  • 210-679-1821 (San Antonio)  • 866-931-2413

www.restoreyourdoor.com

SUMMER
CAMPS

Register TODAY at www.scfootball.org

Mark Schmid 
Football 

Camp
(June 10–13)

College Park 
Football 

Positions Camp
(July 22–24)

One and 
Three Week 
Speed Camps

(July 29–August 16)
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For more information on these listings call:
Haley Garcia
281.701.6174 heritagetexas.com

27762 Spring Hill
Spring Hill FarmS | $875,000

28310 WHiSpering Maple Way
BenderS landing eSt. | $695,000

28307 lauren Cove
Spring trailS | $255,000

Featured Neighborhood
Spring Trails

Build-out year: Still building

Number of homes: 1,750

Square footage: 1,460–49,112

Home values: $116,000–$425,000

HOA dues (estimated): $700–$1,000/yr.

Amenities: Parks, nature trails, a pond, forested open 
space, recreation center featuring tot pool, family pool, lap 
pool, cabana and playground. Cardinal Sports Park with 
tennis courts and a sports court.

Property taxes:

Conroe ISD    1.2950

Montgomery County MUD  1.1600

Montgomery County   0.4838

North Harris CO JR College  0.1210

Emergency Services District 8  0.1000

Montgomery County Hospital  0.0745

Total (per $100 value)   3.2343

Market Data provided by 
Haley Garcia

Signature Living Properties | Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

Homes on the market (As of April 4, 2012)

Featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (March 1, 2012–Feb. 28, 2013)

No. of homes for sale  32

No. of homes under contract 15

Average days on the market 57

No. of homes sold 142

Square footage (low/high) 1,460/4,911

Selling price (low/high) $116,000-$425,000

3 Bedroom/2.5 Bath, 3,115 sq. ft.  $265,000
Agent: Sue Wick, Wick Mullins Realty Group
281-651-1965

 2210 Olivia Springs Lane

4-5 Bedroom/3.5 Bath, 4,161 sq. ft.   $345,000
Agent: Anthony Breaux, Champions Real Estate Group
713-785-6666

 28434 Shining Creek Lane

4 Bedroom/3.5 Bath, 3,571 sq. ft.  $337,000
Agent: Gary Bisha, My Castle Realty
713-683-0054

 2727 Andrew Springs Lane

4 Bedroom/3 Full 2 Bath, 4,252 sq. ft.  $451,000
Agent: Jennifer Brown, Keller Williams Realty
281-364-1588

2006 Jillian Oaks Court  
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Market Data
On the market  (As of April  4, 2013) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or under 12/32 1/1 — — 10/59 40/72 19/59

$150,000–$199,999 6/26 7/18 1/3 1/28 18/74 56/85 10/87

$200,000–$299,999 2/142 13/20 11/19 15/70 18/45 57/59 18/49

$300,000–$399,999 2/17 16/20 11/22 14/72 15/111 29/84 26/77

$400,000–$499,999 3/110 11/34 7/53 6/69 1/4 6/40 17/138

$500,000–$599,999 7/61 417 3/44 0 1/201 0 10/54

$600,000–$799,999 8/151 5/29 23/57 1/51 1/26 1/137 34/73

$800,000–$999,999 4/97 4/48 15/77 1/390 0 0 18/92

$1 million + 16/167 10/90 40/127 0 0 0 25/215

Number of homes sold/Average price

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

Feb 2013 14/$382,206 43/$332,547 57/$427,072 15/$256,709 21/$158,697 49/$162,763 46/$317,136

Feb 2012 9/$185,717 23/$398,141 27/$449,372 8/$285,907 17/$151,599 38/$169,463 32/$298,731

Jan 2012 12/$363,158 23/$388,570 31/$63,8992 8/$227,217 14/$140,108 30/$182,901 25/$259,463

Dec 2012 22/$523,428 44/$408,896 53/$438,843 15/$260,809 26/$173,668 53/$186,862 57/$427,633

Nov 2012 18/$326,933 45/$326,499 47/$376,253 23/$286,713 36/$181,902 65/$196,126 56/$313,937

Oct 2012 25/$289,898 52/$335,918 50/$435,475 15/$233,543 33/$233,543 38/$167,535 42/$262,295

Sep 2012 16/$263,821 49/$276,654 67/$412,770 21/$259,408 28/$172,930 70/$198,840 45/$285,457

Aug 2012 30/$240,405 73/$294,963 97/$371,598 22/$226,727 20/$159,971 66/$154,309 62/$329,372

Jul 2012 11/$243,000 55/$358,539 77/$468,175 14/$264,858 25/$170,091 56/$181,560 45/$322,684
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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TURNING THE UNPLEASANT 
MISFORTUNE OF AN ACCIDENT INTO A 
PLEASANT EXPERIENCE IS OUR GOAL.

FREE ESTIMATES
& SHUTTLE SERVICE

On Site Rental Cars And Shuttle Service
I-45 North @ Louetta Just 2 Miles North Of 1960 • 800-254-0216 

FredHaasToyota.com

CypresswoodCypresswood

LouettaLouetta

FM1960FM1960

MUST PRESENT COUPON BEFORE REPAIRS BEGIN
See Dealer for Complete Details.  Not valid with any other offer.

#1 Claims based on Total Retail Sales, GST 2012 YTD.

10% OFF
PLUS FREE RENTAL CAR

ANY FRED HAAS
CERTIFIED COLLISION
CENTER REPAIR

FREDHAASTOYOTA.COM  •  I-45 NORTH @ LOUETTA 2 MILES NORTH OF 1960  •  800-254-0216


