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Woodlands’ last village experiencing 
rapid residential development

Creekside Forest leads in home sales

Town Center focus of mobility improvements

The Woodlands, H-GAC 
study transit options 

By  Matt Stephens
With future commercial 

growth planned and the inevi-
table construction of high-rise 
residential developments in 
Town Center on the horizon, 
traffic congestion could soon 
make getting around Town Cen-
ter a chore. However, The Wood-
lands Township’s Transportation 
Ad Hoc Committee has begun 
discussions with the Houston-
Galveston Area Council regard-
ing a traffic study that could 
address transit issues.  

Robert Heineman, vice presi-
dent of planning for The Wood-
lands Development Company, 
said The Woodlands’ current 
population of 105,575 is expected 
to increase to about 125,000  by 
buildout, which could take 10-20 
years, with residential growth 
split between Town Center and 
Creekside Park. Town Center’s 10 
million office-equivalent square 
feet—the equivalent square foot-
age based on traffic created by 
office space—will also increase 

to 18 million by buildout, Heine-
man said. 

Jeff Long and Mike Bass, town-
ship directors and ad hoc com-
mittee members, said the com-
mittee has begun to understand 
the community’s transit and 
mobility problems since the com-
mittee’s creation in December. 

“There was so much that 
needed to be done and [the 
township] was so far behind that 
we just absolutely had to be pay-
ing close attention to this thing,” 
Long said. “What we’re now real-
izing was [the committee’s forma-
tion] was very wise. We indeed 
needed to take a leadership role 
on transportation issues, both in 
transit as well as in roadway and 
other kinds of issues.”

Among the committee’s big-
gest transit concerns are The 
Woodlands’ three park and rides, 
which transport Woodlands resi-
dents to employment areas in 
Houston. Bass said the commit-
tee is concerned with the service 
provided by the park and rides 

By Brian Walzel
The Woodlands is once again one of the 

best-selling master-planned communities 
in the country, ranking in the top 10 in new 
home sales for the 18th consecutive year.  The 
main driver behind the high number of home 
sales is the community’s final village, Creek-
side Park. According to John Burns Real 
Estate Consultants, The Woodlands ranked 
third in 2012 in the U.S. in home sales among 
master-planned communities with 1,007 
homes sold. The top-ranked selling commu-
nity was The Villages, a retirement commu-
nity in central Florida, and second was Irvine 
Ranch in Orange County, Calif.

Of the 1,007 homes sold in The Wood-
lands last year, 756 were sold in the Village of 
Creekside Park, representing 75 percent of all 
homes sales in The Woodlands last year. 

“It is a seller’s market for sure,” said Real-
tor Kristy Villarreal of Realty Executive The 
Villages. “[Homes] are flying off the market. 
[Home construction] cannot keep up with 
buyer demand.” 

Distinctive design
Development of The Village of Creekside 

Park began in 2006, signaling the beginning 
of the end of large-scale residential develop-
ment in The Woodlands. 

Tim Welbes, co-president of The Wood-
lands Development Company, said the 
design concept of the village was conceived 

and whether to expand them, as 
well as their funding. 

“Part of the concern is service, 
but the other concern is to make 
sure we don’t adversely affect 
Woodlands taxpayers,” Bass said. 
“Those park and rides have paid 
for themselves up to this point, 
but now they’ve got increasing 
costs, aging buses, and unless 
you do something you could find 
yourself in a deficit, which we 
don’t want to do.”

Reverse commuters, or Hous-
ton area motorists who commute 
to The Woodlands for work, are 
also an area of concern. Heine-
man said as many as 5–10 per-
cent more motorists are enter-
ing at major intersections in 
The Woodlands than are leaving 

at peak hours, based on traffic 
counts from two years ago. 

“You have people who are com-
ing up here now that employers 
are picking them up in vans to 
take them to their offices because 
[the employers] don’t have the 
parking spots for them,” Bass said. 

The committee hopes to 
address the future population 
density of Town Center by mak-
ing it easier to get around without 
vehicles. Long said the township’s 
transit systems—which include 
the Town Center trolley service 
and park and rides—merely 
“scratch the surface.” Connectiv-
ity between other high-employ-
ment and high-use centers, such 
as the community’s hospitals and 

Creekside Park in The Woodlands opened in 2006. 
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Woodlands commuters arrive at the Research Forest Drive park and ride.

M
at

t 
S

te
p

he
ns

See Transit | 42

See Creekside | 44

ImpactNEWs.cOm

Stay local. Go mobile.

Community Impact Newspaper’s 
hyper local news and deals are now 
available in a mobile-friendly format.
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ONE HUGHES LANDING
Premier Class A Office Building

Bring your company home to The Woodlands’ newest destination – One Hughes Landing. This new Class A, 8-story, 197,000-square-foot 
office building is located in Hughes Landing on Lake Woodlands, a 66-acre mixed use development planned to include up to eight office buildings 

complemented by retail shops, restaurants, boutique hotels and urban residences. Situated at the upper end of 200-acre Lake Woodlands, 
Hughes Landing will be a naturally beautiful, walkable environment to be enjoyed by employees, residents and visitors.

Step up to quality. Bring your company and your family home to The Woodlands. 

To find out more about Hughes Landing on Lake Woodlands and other commercial properties in The Woodlands, contact:

G e n e ra l  In q u i r i e s
Alex Sutton

The Woodlands Development Company
281.719.6268

G e n e ra l  In q u i r i e s
Paul Layne

The Howard Hughes Corporation
281.719.6104

OCCUPANCY SEPTEMBER, 2013

O f f i c e  In q u i r i e s
Robert S. Parsley - 713.830.2121

Norman V. Munoz - 713.830.2136

R e t a i l  In q u i r i e s
Rip Reynolds - 281.719.6125

L a n d  In q u i r i e s
Greg Jordan - 281.719.6189

Impact_Mar_Layout 1  2/14/13  11:08 AM  Page 1
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If you or a loved one is suffering from a chronic wound or ulcer that 

hasn’t healed in weeks, it’s time to turn to St. Luke’s The Woodlands 

Hospital Wound Care Clinic. 

The Wound Care Clinic’s Medical Director, 

Caroline E. Fife, MD, is a distinguished 

Certified Wound Specialist who is board-

certified in Undersea and Hyberbaric 

Medicine. Under her supervision, you can 

expect to receive comprehensive and 

coordinated care right in your neighborhood.  

Our advanced treatments include:

	n Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy

	n	Wound Debridement

	n	Skin Substitutes

	n	Negative Pressure Wound Dressings

 

To schedule an appointment or for more information,  

please call 936-266-2150 or email woundcare@sleh.com.1
 

1 Physician referrals are not required to make an appointment.

StLukesWoodlands.com

St.  Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital  Wound Care Cl inic
17450 St.  Luke’s Way, Sui te 360  |   The Woodlands, TX 77384

Introducing the Only Outpatient 
Wound Care Clinic in The Woodlands. 

St. Luke’s Hyperbaric 
Oxygen Chamber, 
shown here, is used 
to aid in the process 
of healing diseased 
or damaged tissues.
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OF THiS iSSuE iS ALLOWED WiTHOuT WRiTTEN PERMiSSiON FROM THE PuBLiSHER.

FROm ThE GENERAL mANAGER
One of my sons 

recently transferred to 
Pittsburgh and put his 
house in Spring Trails 
near Riley Fuzzel Road 
on the market; it sold 
in less than 24 hours at 
virtually his asking price. 
Now my son is wonder-
ing if he listed it high 
enough or if he should 
have waited for compet-
ing bids.

The real estate market in The Woodlands and sur-
rounding areas is booming. 

One of our stories in this issue looks at the tremen-
dous growth in the Village of Creekside Park, where 
new homes are selling as fast as they can be built. 

Commercial real estate is experiencing low availabil-
ity and rising prices as the market strives to keep pace 
with the demand for office space. Jobs and population 

are booming and are the catalysts for the growth the 
area is seeing.

The tremendous growth throughout the region is in 
no small part because of the efforts of area economic 
development professionals who proactively pursue new 
businesses and ensure that existing businesses stay and 
grow here. 

Anadarko, Layne Christensen, RPC, CB&I in The 
Woodlands, STS in Oak Ridge North and other major 
companies continue to choose to make this community 
their corporate headquarters.

We are blessed with many of the things that make our 
area attractive to new businesses: a quality labor force, 
a business-friendly climate, great medical and educa-
tional systems, and, of course, the quality of life that 
only our area offers. 

Jim Pollard
General ManaGer

JPollard@impactnews.com

COmmUNITy FEEDBACk
takE tHE pOLL Last mONtH’s pOLL REsuLts

Which of these mobility, transit or 
transportation projects would you most 
like to see in The Woodlands?

  More park and rides

  Lane expansions on major roads

  A Town Center transit station

  Expanded trolley service

  Other

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

What type of development in the 
Rayford Road corridor are you most 
interested in seeing?
Mobility improvement projects 

  43.4% 
Parks and recreation development

  22.64% 
Commercial development

  15.09% 
Single-family home construction

  9.43%
Other

  9.43% 

Results from an unscientific Web survey, conducted Feb. 14–March 4

Read this month’s story about mobility and transit projects 
being considered in The Woodlands, then go online and take 
the poll.

For our February edition, Community impact Newspaper 
The Woodlands reported on upcoming commercial and real 
estate development, as well as mobility projects, in the Ray-
ford Road corridor. We asked readers to give us their opinion 
on the types of development they most want to see.



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com6  NEWs

cross-training, walking, running, baseball, 
and track and field. 281-298-0050.  
www.newbalance.com

5  Rydenow Cycling, at 8000 McBeth 
Way, Ste. 110 in the Marcel Crossing 
Center, is a spinning studio featuring 
Real Ryder bikes. Real Ryder bikes turn, 
lean and tilt, simulating the experience of 
outdoor road bikes, which offers a more 
complete, functional body workout.  
713-515-0630. www.rydenowcycling.com

Now Open

1  Oasis Massage Salon opened Feb. 1 
at the Alden Bridge Plaza shopping center 
at 3759 FM 1488, Ste. 150. Oasis Massage 
offers full body massages, Swedish 
massages, hot stone therapy and foot 
reflexology. Therapy is offered in 30-, 60-, 
and 90-minute sessions. 281-292-8181.  
www.theoasiswoodlands.com

2  Now open at 3759 FM 1488, Ste. 500, 
Priority Emergency Room is fully staffed 

with board-certified emergency room 
doctors and is open seven days a week, 
24 hours per day. Priority ER features an 
on-site lab and provides CT scans and 
X-rays. The facility can treat fractures and 
joint dislocations, respiratory illnesses, 
abdominal pains and allergic reactions. 
832-299-2500. www.priorityer.com

3  Dr. James Phan’s office Adventure 
Smiles is now open at 3707 College Park 
Drive, Ste. 200. Phan and Adventure 
Smiles offer a full range of dental services, 

including bridges and crowns, dental 
implants, cosmetic dentistry and teeth 
whitening. Phan specializes in children 
and family dentistry, and he offers patients 
sedation therapy. 281-393-8282.  
www.adventure-smiles.com

4  Located at 10868 Kuykendahl Road in 
The Woodlands Crossing Shopping Center, 
New Balance opened Feb. 19. New Balance 
sells men’s, women’s and children’s athletic 
shoes, clothing and accessories. Among 
the shoe styles New Balance offers are 
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6  Located at 525 Sawdust Road, Ste. 
109, My Gym Children’s Fitness Center 
opened in February. My Gym offers classes 
and programs featuring visual and spatial 
learning for babies as young as 6 weeks 
old, up to cardio and exercise for children 
up to 13 years old. The program benefits 
include increased strength, balance, 
fitness, coordination, and motor skills. The 
facility also offers “Practice and Play” and 
“Parents’ Night Out” events. 281-645-6330.  
www.mygym.com/thewoodlands
     
7  With more than 18 years of experience 

in the construction industry, Commercial 
Construction Services opened in 
December at 1638 Julia Park Drive 
in Spring. Commercial Construction 
Services offers residential and commercial 
construction services ranging from asphalt 
and concrete, driveway installation, 
parking lot striping, patios, remodeling, 
commercial property cleanup and 
landscaping. 281-362-5047.  
www.ccsconcreteservices.com

8  Big Tex Storage opened a new location 
at 24922 Kuykendahl Road. Big Tex 
Storage offers climate-controlled storage 
units in a variety of sizes with state-of-the-
art features, such as door alarms on every 
unit, digital surveillance throughout the 
property, covered loading areas and on-site 
resident managers. 281-255-5566.  
www.bigtexstorage.com 

9  Factory Mattress Discount, located at 
379 Sawdust Road in Spring, offers up to 
75 percent off retail costs on brandname 
mattresses, including Sealy and Simmons 
products. Factory Mattress Discount 
also offers specialty sleep products from 
dust mite and bed bug resistant mattress 
protectors to climate-controlled mattress 
toppers and specialty pillows.  
832-585-0499.  
www.factorymattressdiscount.com

10  Taco USA opened Feb. 19 at 7 
Switchbud Place, Ste. 194 in the Grogan’s 
Mill Village Center. Taco USA’s original 
location opened in Nacogdoches in 1978. 
Its menu features Mexican-American food, 

including tacos, burritos, hamburgers and 
fish tacos. 281-292-8226.  
www.tacousa.com 

Coming Soon

11  Post Oak Bank will open its first 
Woodlands location in the new Hughes 
Landing development on the northeast 
shore of Lake Woodlands. Post Oak Bank, 
which also has a location in Conroe, offers 
a full range of small business, personal and 
commercial banking services. Personal 
and business lending, deposit accounts, 
and Treasury Services are among the 
services the bank provides.  
www.postoakbank.com

12  Realm Realty has purchased a 1.79-acre 
site near the Creekside Park Village Center 
to develop a Walgreens store. Walgreens 
will be located at the corner of Kuykendahl 
Road and New Harmony Drive and offer 
a drive-thru pharmacy, beauty products, 
a full in-store pharmacy, over-the-
counter medicines, drinks and snacks. 
Construction is expected to begin within 
the next six months. www.walgreens.com

13  Garage—one of Canada’s favorite teen 
retailers—is under construction at The 
Woodlands Mall, 1201 Lake Woodlands 
Drive, with an opening planned for March 
28. The retailer operates more than 170 
stores globally, and The Woodlands Mall 
location is the second in the Greater 
Houston area. Garage sells fashions 
designed for teenage girls and will be on 
the lower level near Macy’s.  
www.shopgarageonline.com

14  D’Agostino Companies will develop 
Vision Park Plaza at 128 Vision Park Blvd. 
The 75,000-square-foot, three-story Class 
A office will break ground in the second 
quarter of 2013. The building will be open 
to office tenants by the first quarter of 2014. 
www.dagostinocompanies.com

15  Woodlands Gateway, under 
construction at 26865 I-45 N., is 
scheduled to open in early 2014. The 
23,000-square-foot Class A office building 

will accommodate mixed uses, including 
boutiqued-sized offices and bottom floor 
retail.  

16  Primrose School will open a new 
location in the Creekside Park Village 
off of Creekside Green Drive. The private 
preschool organization provides child care 
experience for infants and toddlers up to 6 
years old, as well as after-school programs.  
www.primroseschools.com

Expansion

17  Crescent Moon is expanding its 
location at 440 Rayford Road in Spring to 
1,900 square feet to accommodate a larger 
live music stage and dance floor and a 
private dining room. There are plans to 
add more live music, which is expected to 
be set by mid-March. In addition, owners 
Rodney Anderson and Amy Botwinis 
celebrated its fourth anniversary in 
February. It offers more than 300 wines, 
Italian food and cheeses. 281-364-9463.  
www.crescentmoonwinebar.com

Anniversary

18  This month St. Luke’s The Woodlands 
Hospital is celebrating its 10th 
anniversary. The hospital opened in 2003 
on 40 acres at 17200 St. Luke’s Way and 
since has grown to add two more facilities, 
Medical Arts Plazas I and II. St. Luke’s The 
Woodlands has been recognized as one 
of the top hospitals in the Houston region 
and specializes in, among other practices, 
neuroscience, cardiology, women and 
children’s care, sports medicine and breast 
care. 936-266-2000.  
www.stlukeswoodlands.com

19  Roger L. Galatas Elementary is 
celebrating its 20th anniversary in 2013. 
Opened in 1993, Galatas Elementary, 
located at 9001 Cochran’s Crossing Drive, 
services children in grades kindergarten 
through fourth in the Village of Cochran’s 
Crossing. The school was named after 
former Conroe ISD Board President and 
early Woodlands planner Roger Galatas. 
936-709-5000. www.conroeisd.net News or questions about The Woodlands? 

E-mail wdlnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Angie Brown, Matt Stephens, Brian Walzel 

New Balance has opened in The Woodlands 
Crossing Shopping Center on Kuykendahl Road.

4

Now open at 8000 McBeth Way, Ste. 110, Ryde-
now Cycling offers Real Ryder stationary bicycles.

5

D’Agnostia Companies will develop Vision Park 
Plaza at 128 Vision Park Blvd.

14

Roger L. Galatas Elementary is celebrating its 
20th anniversary in 2013.
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Heirloom Rugs Crafted for Future Generations | Expert Cleaning & Repair 
 Call Today for Pricing, Pick-up & Delivery Options

WHERE SERVICE IS ANeveryday affair
281-364-9799 | 1640 Lake Woodlands Dr.

www.WoodlandsRugGallery.com

KICK UP YOUR HEELS
and hurry in for the exciting March Special Sale 
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Waterway Cruisers ridership up, but program’s profitability still in question
Fleet’s renovation, new Convention and Visitors Bureau marketing plan helps program increase revenue

By Matt Stephens 
Since taking ownership of the 

six Waterway Cruisers in 2011, 
The Woodlands Convention and 
Visitors Bureau has renovated 
the fleet and implemented a 
marketing plan that has resulted 
in the program earning a profit 
for the first 11 months of 2012. 

Recently released reports 
show ridership increased 40 
percent in 2012 from 2011, indi-
cating the plan may be working. 
But ticket sales are still well 
short of the maintenance and 
operational costs of the boats. 

“I think that we’re getting to 
that point [of breaking even],” 
Woodlands CVB President 
Nick Wolda said. “Certainly 
the goal is for these boats to pay 
for themselves and through 11 
months, they did.”

Although the Cruiser pro-
gram operated at a $27,000 
profit for the first 11 months of 
2012, ticket sales made up less 
than half of the total revenue, 
of which federal grant fund-
ing accounted for more than 46 
percent. 

Wolda said the Water-
way Cruisers receive fund-
ing through a Federal Transit 
Administration formula, which 
requires a local match. 

“I wouldn’t say the CVB is in 
this business to make money 
with those boats; the money 
that’s made is off of the image 
of The Woodlands,” Wolda said. 
“Those boats are used for mar-
keting purposes in advertising, 
in special events, in festivals 
and general leisure tourism.”

All operations are funded 
by a 1 percent hotel occupancy 

TRANSIT

tax increase that was imple-
mented in 2011, totaling about 
$500,000. The $500,000 is the 
only tax revenue used to fund 
boats, with the 1 percent hotel 
occupancy tax funding CVB 
operations beginning in 2012. 
About $204,000 of that money 
remains, with $240,000 of it 
used to renovate the six boats in 
late 2011 and early 2012. 

The CVB did not purchase 
the boats—they were donated 
by The Woodlands Develop-
ment Company on Jan. 1, 2011. 
Wolda said the agreement states 
the CVB owns and operates the 
boats for five years with the goal 
being a break-even operation. 

“The Convention and Visitors 
Bureau board saw those boats 
and said, ‘That is really one 
of our unique differences why 
people come here,’” Wolda said. 

“‘They’re iconic in nature, they 
reflect the destination appeal of 
The Woodlands and we can get 
those boats free of charge.’”

However, not every board 
member supported the decision 
to take over the boats. Town-
ship Director Peggy Hausman 
has consistently voted against 
the Waterway Cruisers and 
has opposed the CVB’s owner-
ship since the initial decision. 
Hausman said she would like to 
see the boats turned over to a 
private enterprise and for other 
options to be examined for 
Waterway usage. 

“Would we not be better off to 
use the Waterway to let people 
use kayaks and canoes down 
there?” Hausman said.  

Township Director Gordy 
Bunch, vice chairman of the 
CVB Board of Directors, was 

not on the board when it voted 
to take ownership of the boats, 
but said he also likely would not 
have supported the decision. 

However, Bunch has been 
pleased about the improvements 
the boats have made and said 
the board is considering adding 
advertising opportunities on 
the boats to bring in more non-
operating revenue. 

“We are in a position right 
now when they’re financially 
better off than they have been in 
the past, and there’s still a lot of 
room for improvement,” he said. 

The CVB has encouraged 
ridership—at its highest point 
since 2009—through several 
initiatives. A one-year contract 
was signed with Landry’s sea-
food restaurant for catering and 
special events on the boats. The 
hours of operation were also cut 

in 2012 to only weekends and 
special events, although with 
more boats running during spe-
cial events, the overall hours of 
operation increased from 4,447 
in 2011 to 4,810 in 2012. 

Wolda said as much as 80 per-
cent of riders are visitors. The 
CVB board annually reviews 
the fares and has set prices at $5 
per rider this year or $2.50 for 
children ages 12 and younger 
and seniors ages 65 and older. 

With portions of the Water-
way undeveloped, Wolda said 
the need for the boats could 
increase with more develop-
ment, but he could not pre-
dict whether the boats will 
be a break-even operation or 
whether the CVB would con-
tinue to pay for operations if the 
boats are losing money after five 
years of ownership. 

TOTAL 
REVENUE

$272,387

Ticket sales - $129,236

Federal grant 
revenue - $126,588

Charters - $13,813

Sponsorships - $2,750

TOTAL 
EXPENDITURES

$245,227

insurance - $32,061

Consulting  
services - $19,693

Promotional  
supplies - $15,255

Legal services - $538

Maintenance 
and operations - $177,680

WATERWAY CRUISERS 
Revenues vs. Expenditures

The Woodlands’ six Waterway Cruisers are funded through a one-time, 1 percent hotel occupancy 
tax enacted in 2011, which generated $500,000. The following revenues and expenditures were year-
to-date figures from January 2012 through November 2012, but they do not include the $240,000 
spent between 2011 and 2012 to renovate the six boats. About $204,000 of the $500,000 remains. 

Source: The Woodlands CVB
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VACANCY AND RENTAL RATES: THE WOODLANDS

 The Woodlands commercial real estate market is dynamic and ever-growing for the community of just over 106,000 residents. While the o�  ce market in The 
Woodlands did not start in earnest until the early 1980’s, the area has now grown to include well over 14 million square feet of o�  ce space. The Class “A” o�  ce market 
represents approximately 3.8 million square feet of the total and includes the most prestigious buildings in the area with the highest rents. The Woodlands has become 
a consistent choice for corporate tenants and residents who work and live here. The driving factor for this o�  ce growth is employment. 
 Houston, and specifi cally The Woodlands submarket, are some of the strongest o�  ce markets in the country. Nationally, Class “A” o�  ce vacancy is trending be-
tween 13 and 14% as of year end 2012. With just over 108 million square feet of Class “A” space, Houston’s Class “A” vacancy is between 9 and 10% and has decreased 
roughly 200 basis points in the past 12 months.
 Quoted full service rates across Houston for Class “A” o�  ce space are now pushing $30-31 psf/yr. This is an increase from $28.50-29.50 psf/yr over 2011. Down-
town rates, historically the City’s highest, are pushing $37-38.00 psf/yr full service for Class “A” space on average. With the addition of over 84,500 jobs last year 
(source: Greater Houston Partnership), Houston accounted for over 31% of the state’s job growth, while Texas added over 265,000 jobs as a whole. The majority of 
this growth is being brought by energy-related companies. Increased employment is driving the demand for new construction of Class “A” o�  ce buildings in the 
strongest submarkets.
 The new 385-acre ExxonMobil corporate campus to the south is expected to bring 12-14,000 jobs in the next three years and Anadarko, AonHewitt, Memorial 
Hermann Hospital and CISD are continuing to grow as our area’s largest employers. The current unemployment rate for The Woodlands is 2.9%, far below the 

national average. 
      The Woodlands Class “A” o�  ce market is just 1-2% vacant, with di�  -
culty placing all types and sizes of tenants. Demand is high for space, with 
approximately 1.3 million square feet under construction, of which over 73% 
is pre-leased. Over 1 million square feet of o�  ce space was absorbed in 
2012. Full service rental rates for the Class “A” o�  ce market are quoted at an 
average of $38.00 psf/yr. In the near term, we expect these rates to remain 
fi rm or increase slightly.
      Major Class “A” construction projects in the area include further growth 
on the Waterway with plans for an approximately 600,000 square feet 
20-story tower along with another 2 million square feet in the surrounding 
“Superblock” areas at Woodlands Parkway and Timberloch. The buildings 
under construction now, 3 Waterway Avenue and Anadarko’s second tower 

expansion, are 100% committed before completion. Most residents have noticed the new 300,000 square feet 12-story Class “A” building going up on the west side of 
Lake Woodlands in the AonHewitt campus. This building is preleased 150,000 square feet 
initially to Talisman Energy. Another planned 200,000 square feet is pre-leased to Repsol, 
USA and the building is starting soon. The total planned development for the project, 
Research Forest Lakeside is over 1.9MM square feet.
 The Woodlands Development Company is also under construction on Hughes Landing, 
a Class “A” mixed-use project on the east side of Lake Woodlands. This project is near 
CB&I’s new 125,000 square foot o�  ce expansion. There are also plans for signifi cant o�  ce, 
retail and hospitality amenities within the development. The fi rst building, One Hughes 
Landing, is approximately 196,000 square feet and the lead tenant is Layne Christensen   
Company with plans to occupy approximately 51,000 square feet. In combination, these 
projects should help loosen the market for both the Class “A” o�  ce tenancy and Class “B” 
o�  ce markets as they come on line in the next 12-18 months.
 Collectively, we see continued demand and growth in the Class “A” o�  ce market over 
the next fi ve years. Presently, demand is extremely high and we have our clients looking 
12-24 months in advance. As long-time commercial real estate brokers here in the area, we work directly in the o�  ce market placing corporate users while closing 
a high volume of transactions. As residents and active practitioners of The Woodlands Class “A” market, we provide these updates for the benefi t of our clients on a 
regular basis.
 In this unique and tight market, it is important to have a qualifi ed CRE advocate in your corner. For more information please contact Josh Feinberg and Tim Maczko 
of The J. Beard Real Estate Company, L.P. 

The Woodlands Class “A” O�  ce Market Overview
By: Josh Feinberg and Tim Maczko, The J. Beard Real Estate Company

P A I D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Je�  Beard, CCIM
President

Tim Maczko

Commercial 
Real Estate 

Leaders

INSIGHT.
LEADERSHIP.
EXPERTISE.

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

ExxonMobil - October 2012

Josh Feinberg

Source: The Woodlands CVB
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The Woodlands, IronMan look to add IronGirl competition for the fall
Race would be fifth type of endurance event hosted by The Woodlands, planners and township considering date

By Brian Walzel
The World Triathlon Corpora-

tion, the organization that puts 
on the IronMan Texas event held 
in The Woodlands for the past 
two years, is looking to establish 
a new event in the community, 
the IronGirl competition.

Scott Langan, race director 
for IronMan Texas, approached 
The Woodlands Township Board 
of Directors in January with a 
proposal to bring the race to The 
Woodlands in the fall. The board 
is still considering the plan, but 
if the race is approved, IronGirl 
will be held either the weekend 
of Oct. 5–6 or Nov. 2. 

IronGirl is an all-women’s 
event that targets mothers, 
daughters and women’s groups.

“This is a way to get women 
involved in triathlon, involved in 
endurance events without having 
that fierce competition that you 
will see in IronMan,” Langan 
said.

IronMan events, including 
IronMan Texas, are open to both 

NEWS

men and women.
If plans for IronGirl are 

approved by the township, it 
will be the fifth endurance-style 
event The Woodlands will host. 
Other events include IronMan 
Texas in May, The Muddy Trails 
Bash in April, The CB&I Wood-
lands Triathlon in May, the 10 
for Texas in October, and The 
Woodlands Marathon in March.

Langan said the route for 
IronGirl events will be similar to 
that of IronMan Texas: an 800-
meter swim along The Wood-
lands Waterway from Town 
Green Park to Lake Woodlands; 
a 10.8-mile bike course along 
Woodlands Parkway, Kuykend-
ahl Road, Lake Woodlands and 
Grogan’s Mill Road; and a 2-mile 
run course along pathways on 
Timberloch Drive and Wood-
loch Drive. 

“I think these types of events 
are fantastic for our commu-
nity,” said Montgomery County 
Precinct 3 Commissioner James 
Noack. “There is no better way 

for us to showcase to the world 
what we have in The Woodlands 
and in South Montgomery 
County.” 

Noack said the community 
needs to be aware of the impact 
to local businesses and residents. 

“All it takes is for us to have 
one too many events for us to 
have a backlash,” he said.

Township director Mike Bass 
said he was concerned that 
residents of The Woodlands may 
grow weary of so many endur-
ance events in The Woodlands, 
particularly those routed 
through Town Center, which 
often lead to traffic issues and 
delays. Bass suggested events 
could possibly be held at other 
locations in The Woodlands, 
such as Rob Fleming Park in the 
Village of Creekside Park.

“[Endurance events] just 
impact the same area over 
and over again,” he said.

The board will 
consider finalizing 
a date and location 

for a potential IronGirl event at 
its April meetings. IronGirl rep-
resentatives, Noack and repre-
sentatives from The Woodlands 
United Methodist Church, where 
traffic would likely be affected if 
the race were held on a Sunday, 
will meet to discuss the proposed 
route before a decision is made. 

Township Director Ed Robb 
is also the head pastor at The 

Woodlands United Methodist 
Church and said a Sunday event 
that includes a route near the 
church could negatively impact 
the heavy traffic on Sundays.

“You can imagine, with that 
many people trying to get to 
a location and then leave, the 
complexities that adds, it’s going 
to be problematic,” Robb said.

IRONGIRL IN THE COMMUNITY 

estimated race participants1,500
estimated sales tax 
income from event.$42,920

$1.1 Million estimated economic impact

proposed IronGirl events for 201320

842274_07779

10x6.04

4c

1 No purchase required. Wells Fargo may, at its own discretion, limit the number of personal access codes or cancel the free credit score and complimentary report promotion at any time. Your credit score 
could vary by lender depending on the type of scoring used. The credit score you receive in this promotion will be the Experian custom VantageScore and it may not be the same as the credit score 
obtained by a lender and is for educational purposes only.

2 With the Wells Fargo Credit score promotion, you receive a personal access code to check your current Experian custom VantageScore up to � ve times over a 90 day period. As of 3/1/13, the price is $7.95 
for a one-time custom VantageScore score. Retail value to get this score � ve times is $39.75. After accessing your score � ve times, you will receive a message that you have reached the limit. Your score will 
re� ect the credit score from your 5th access and will not be updated. However, if you continue to access your credit report, it will contain updated credit information.

© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. 
NMLSR ID 399801 Materials expire 4/15/13. (842274_07779)

Stop by from now until April 15, 2013 to take advantage of this limited time promotion. Your 
credit score can be an important tool, so we can sit down with you and help you understand 
where you stand. Stop by your local store today to get your personal access code. You then have 
the option to discuss your credit score with a Wells Fargo banker, who can help you understand 
your credit situation and evaluate your options. Because an open dialogue can open doors.

Get your free credit score and 
complimentary credit report. 
For a limited time, in stores 
through April 15, 20131.

This exclusive promotion for Wells Fargo customers provides unique benefi ts: 
•  Get your credit score for free — up to 5 times, which is up to a $39 retail value
•  Evaluate specifi c factors that impact your credit score
•  Access your full credit report at no charge2, with no impact to your credit score
•  Review your credit report and see if there are any errors
•  Have an optional, one-on-one conversation with a banker to talk about your credit situation

For more information, visit wellsfargo.com/freecreditscore

$20,000 for township to sponsor IronGirl

 
There are currently States that host IronGirl events18

Source: The Woodlands Township
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Stay local.
Go mobile.

Community Impact Newspaper’s hyper-local news and  
deals are now available in a mobile-friendly format. 

Visit our new mobile site on any smartphone at impactnews.com 
Anywhere. Anytime. Absolutely free.
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Township establishes new amenities program
Voyager Pass gives Woodlands residents discounts at community attractions

By Matt Stephens 
With spring on its way and 

residents of The Woodlands 
looking to purchase discount 
passes for the pool season, resi-
dents can get more bang for their 
buck this year by buying the 
Voyager Pass. 

In addition to having access 
to all 14 Woodlands pools—
including Creekside Park’s new 
Wendt Woods pool and the Rob 
Fleming Aquatic Center—the 
Voyager Pass provides rides 
on the Waterway Cruisers, 
kayak rentals at the Riva Row 
Boat House and tickets to The 
Woodlands Ice Rink during the 
holiday season. 

The Township is offering two 
types of passes. Both passes 
provide access to the pools, but a 
$75 pass provides three admis-
sions each to the cruisers, boat 
house and ice rink, while the 
$100 pass provides five admis-
sions. 

Gordy Bunch, member of the 
township board of directors, 

said he brought the idea to the 
township board last year, believ-
ing residents should receive 
discounts to all amenities in the 
community. 

“The concept that I had was 
residents subsidize the amenities 
that are shared with the broader 
community, and they should 
receive some kind of discount 
and incentive for using all the 
things that The Woodlands has 
to offer,” Bunch said. 

The punch cards went on sale 
March 1 and include all ameni-
ties on the same pass, Bunch 
said. Similar to the pool pass, 
proof of residency or property 
ownership must be provided, 
said John Powers, assistant 
general manager of community 
services. Powers said the pass, 
which expires Feb. 28, 2014, 
provides a significant discount to 
residents. 

A residential pool pass alone 
would cost $40, while kayak 
rentals are $15 for single rentals 
and $20 for tandem rentals. 

The pass can be used for both 
single or tandem kayak rentals, 
Powers said. 

Waterway Cruiser tickets 
are $5 per person and $2.50 for 
seniors over 65 and children 12 
and under. Similar to a regular 
ticket, the admission provides 
transportation on the boats for 
the whole day. 

Ice rink admission is $9.50 for 
a two-hour session during the 
weekdays and $10.50 during the 
weekends for a two-hour session. 
Ice skate rentals will be included 
with the Voyager Pass. 

An adult could save from 
$53.50 to $71.50 on a $75 
amenity pass, or from $87.50 to 
$117.50 on a $100 pass, while a 
child’s pass would save slightly 
less. Each pass counts for one 
resident regardless of age, Powers 
said, but discounts will be pro-
vided for families who purchase 
five or more. 

Bunch said he hopes the first 
year of the trial program will 
be successful so it can expand 

TOWNSHIP

in future years to include other 
amenities, such as the trolley 
service. He said he wanted to 
provide an unlimited Waterway 
Cruisers pass for residents, but 
the issue needs to be discussed 
with Brazos Transit District to 
determine its feasibility. How-
ever, it may be an option for the 
future of the program. 

“The most underutilized ame-
nity is the water taxis,” he said. 
“I don’t think our local residents 

use them more because they cost 
too much per day, and that the 
real cost of operating those water 
taxis is not that high. And since 
the residents are here throughout 
the year, we should create an 
incentive for them to use them 
more often.”

Bunch said revenue from the 
passes sold will be proportion-
ally split among the four ameni-
ties based on the savings the pass 
provides for those amenities. 
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As part of the new Voyager Pass program, Woodlands residents will be able to visit 
all the community’s pools, including the Rob Fleming Aquatic Center, for one price.

Call today to schedule 
an appointment: 

281.440.5300
or 866.333.6932

Internal & Family Medicine  |  Dermatology  |  Rheumatology  |  Radiology  |  Imaging  |  Laboratory

Compassionate

Care
Northwest Diagnostic Clinic - The Woodlands 
welcomes Shilpa Vaidya, M.D. to our team. 
Dr. Vaidya is Board Certifi ed in Internal 
Medicine and has been in practice 
since 2001.

She received her Doctorate in Medicine 
from Kasturba Medical College Manipal in 
India and her internship and residency 
training were completed at Montefi ore 
Medical Center/Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine in Bronx, New York.

Give Northwest Diagnostic Clinic a 
call to schedule an appointment 
with Dr. Vaidya. 

Learn more about us 
at nwdc.com

Cypress Station Area 
1140 Cypress Station Drive

Houston, TX  77090
(near Houston NW Medical Center) 

The Woodlands Clinic (Forest Crossing) 
9100 Forest Crossing Drive
The Woodlands, TX  77381

(near Research Forest and Gosling)

The Medical Center 
2010 Naomi Street, Suite A

Houston, TX  77054
(near Texas Medical Center)

Accepting most major insurance plans

1003 Woodloch Forest Dr. • Suite 210 • The Woodlands, TX 77380

281-367-1222 • www.thestrongfi rm.com
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ORN comprehensive plan identifies city needs
Redevelopment along Robinson Road cited as potential improvement area

By Matt Stephens
With Oak Ridge North’s 2014 

budget discussions looming this 
summer, residential focus groups 
have helped identify key areas 
they feel need to be addressed by 
the city’s comprehensive plan. 

Dozens of residents, committee 
members and city staff attended 
a public meeting at Oak Ridge 
Baptist Church on Feb. 26 to 
discuss the comprehensive plan’s 
four components: transportation, 
economic growth, neighborhood 
services and parks. In the second 
focus group event of the compre-
hensive plan process, residents 
provided detailed insight into 
the city’s perceived issues, but 
nearly every group agreed on the 
community’s biggest concern: 
Robinson Road. 

Among both transportation 
groups, traffic concerns on Rob-
inson Road was the top priority. 
Former Councilwoman Leah 
Gray, leader of one group, sug-
gested several solutions, includ-
ing stoplights along Robinson 

at Hanna and at Maplewood 
Drive, a controlled center turn 
lane and possibly rerouting 
Robinson altogether. 

“We’re not going to stop the 
traffic, but we can make it easier 
for our folks to get out on Robin-
son,” Gray said. 

Several groups discussed the 
idea of transforming Robinson 
Road into a retail corridor similar 
to Old Town Spring. James 
Walton, president of the city’s 
Economic Development Corpo-
ration, also suggested targeting 
specific businesses that meet the 
city’s needs, such as restaurants, 
boutiques and coffee shops, as 
well as redeveloping existing 
property citywide and annexing 
land east of Hanna Road. 

“We need new businesses and a 
stronger tax base for our commu-
nity,” Walton said. 

Residents were also concerned 
with aging homes not being well-
maintained, and while residents 
seemed split on the development 
of a homeowners association, most 

agreed the city’s code enforcement 
practices need to be examined. 
Regarding parks, residents sug-
gested more walking trails and 
pathways to make city parks more 
accessible, as well as the installa-
tion of a splash ground amenity, 
more decorative landscaping at the 
city’s entrances and lighting at the 
city’s baseball fields. 

The next step of the process 
is for the consulting firm, Halff 
Associates, to create a draft of the 
comprehensive plan, prioritizing 
ideas, and determining the pro-
cess and costs for projects, said 
Halff Vice President Jim Carrillo. 

City Manager Vicky Rudy said 
the first draft of the plan will be 
reviewed by the city’s Compre-
hensive Plan Advisory Commit-
tee for final approval. A public 
hearing will be held in early to 
mid-April before a final draft of 
the document is presented to the 
City Council.  

However, significant changes 
will not be made in a short time. 
Rudy said the plan will lay out 

PlANNINg

solutions, what the steps are to 
achieve them and when those 
steps need to begin. But it is a 
10-year plan and some actions 
could be as far as 15 to 20  
years away. 

“This plan becomes the back-
bone of what you’re looking at 
each budget year,” Rudy said. “It 
will constantly be reviewed by our 
planning board and our council.”

One area that Rudy said could 
be addressed in the next budget 
is establishing a community 
identity with signage, which 
could have a significant impact 

with relatively low cost. However, 
significant projects, such as Rob-
inson Road and park improve-
ments, will require a detailed 
plan from a consultant, she said. 
Funding may be budgeted for 
consulting firms in 2014, but it is 
unlikely funding will be budgeted 
for the actual projects in 2014. 

“If you don’t look forward, 
you start to age out and that’s 
kind of what happened in Oak 
Ridge,” Rudy said. “You can’t 
really wait for the project to pop 
up to fix them. You have to be 
one step ahead.”
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The City of Oak Ridge North is creating a comprehensive plan, which analyzes 
needed improvements in the city, including potential changes along Robinson Road.

Please join us for the annual Kink Team Paper Purge. Bring your documents to our offi ce 
for FREE secure shredding by Shred Pro Services. Drive up and drop off or get out and 
watch your documents be destroyed on site. Bring as much or as little as you need to shred. 
Everyone welcome!

Annual Kink Team Paper Purge 
Saturday, April 20 | 8:00am–4:00pm

8111 Ashlane Way • The Woodlands

PLEASE NO HARD COVER BOOKS
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Clay F isher,  MD

S T .  L U K E ’ S  W O O D L A N D S  D O C T O R  G R O U P

936-266-2650 StLukesWoodlandsDoctorGroup.com

17450 St. Luke’s Way, Suite 340 • The Woodlands, TX 77384

Dr. Fisher is a graduate of Baylor University where he was a member of 
Alpha-Epsilon Delta Pre-medical Honor Society and on the Dean’s List for 
Outstanding Academic Performance. He received a Doctorate of Medicine 
from The University of Texas Health and Science Center in San Antonio. He 
completed his residency in Orthopedic Surgery at the University of Miami 
where he served as Chief Resident during his fi nal year. Dr. Fisher is a Fellow 
of the American Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons. 

Services:

� ACL reconstruction
� knee arthroscopy/knee repair

� rotator cuff repair/shoulder repair
� total joint replacement: 

hip, knee and shoulder
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Woodlands playing a role in high-speed rail
Houston Metro, TxDOT beginning to study connectivity possibilities

By Brian Walzel 
The Woodlands continues to 

be discussed as playing a key role 
in the creation of a high-speed 
rail line connecting Houston 
and Dallas. Christoph Spieler, 
director of planning for Mor-
ris Architects, gave a presenta-
tion regarding high-speed rail 
to The Woodlands Chamber of 
Commerce’s Mobility Team on 
Feb. 19. Spieler’s report focused 
on rail systems in Europe and 
Asia, and primarily in cities of 
comparable size and distance to 
Houston and Dallas.

For example, the report 
studied lines between Seville 
and Madrid in Spain, Paris and 
Brussels in France, and Munich 
and Frankfurt in Germany. 

According to Morris Archi-
tect’s study, 80 to 100 percent of 
all commuters between each of 
those cities 
use high-
speed rail 
rather than 
air travel 
or personal 
vehicles for 
travel.

In Morris’ 
report, as 
well as those 
being stud-
ied by public 
and private 
entities, The 
Woodlands 
is being con-
sidered as a 
stop on the 
proposed 
line to Dallas.

“The Woodlands, among 
other places, is a very important 

stakeholder here,” Spieler said. 
“There are big decisions coming 
up as to where will the stations 
be located.”

Trains defined as “high-speed” 
are those that travel 150 miles 
per hour or more, Spieler said. 
Assuming that speed, travelers 
would be able to get from The 
Woodlands to Dallas in an hour 
and a half, he said, and to down-
town Houston in 15 minutes. 

One of the challenges facing 
the development of high-speed 
rail in the Houston market is 
how to extend a rail line into 
downtown Houston. 

“Once you get into urban areas 
[developing high-speed rail] gets 
tougher,” Spieler said. “The land 
is not there to accommodate it.”

Houston Metro, he said, is 
“very early” in the process of 
studying connectivity of a poten-

tial high-
speed rail 
line into 
down-
town 
Houston.

Among 
the 
entities 
studying 
the feasi-
bility of a 
regional 
high-
speed rail 
system 
are the 
Texas 
Depart-
ment of 

Transportation, the Gulf Coast 
Rail District and Texas Central 
High-Speed Railway, a private 

consortium that Spieler said has 
made some of the most signifi-
cant progress.

The president of Texas High-
Speed Rail is former Harris 
County Judge Robert Eckels.

Eckels said his group is con-
tinuing with market research 
for a high-speed rail system and 
expects the results of an invest-
ment market study by April.

“The high-speed rail is not 
independent of the rest of our 
[transportation] system,” Eckels 
said. “It is going to impact 
freeways, commuter rails [and] 
transit. It interconnects [with 
Houston’s transportation sys-
tem], and it should.”

Texas Central High-Speed 
Rail, a subsidy of Japanese High-
Speed Rail, has estimated the 
development of a system could 
cost between $10 billion and $15 
billion.

Maureen Crocker, executive 
director of the Gulf Coast Rail 
District, said the involvement of 
a private firm may be necessary 
since there likely would not be 
enough public money available 
for such a project.

“I think the plans from the 
state’s perspective is to find a 
private entity [to develop high-
speed rail],” Crocker said. “The 
State of Texas has no money for 
rail projects. It’s a big problem 
going forward.”

Crocker said the state has 
received a $15 million federal 
grant to conduct environmental 
work for a preliminary design 
connecting Houston to Dallas by 
high-speed rail. She said TxDOT 
will soon begin more extensive 
work into developing high-speed 

TRANSPORTATION

rail, including initiating a public 
input process and examining 
potential routes. Among the 
routes being considered is one 
along the I-45 corridor, one 
along Hwy. 6 through College 
Station and one along the Hwy. 
249 corridor through Tomball. 

Routes along Hwy. 6 and Hwy. 
290 would not include stops in 
The Woodlands, according to 
TxDOT.

Eckels, Spieler and Crocker 
each said the most likely route 
for a high-speed rail line would 
be along the I-45 corridor, since 

there is available right-of-way 
and an existing UP Line. 

However, Spieler said the UP 
line between downtown Houston 
and Dallas is heavily traveled by 
existing trains and the ability of 
high-speed rail trains obtaining 
travel time along that line could 
present challenges. 

Spieler said a potential time 
frame for the development of 
a high-speed rail line between 
Houston and Dallas could be 
between 10 and 15 years.

“But that’s being optimistic,” 
he said.

“The high-speed rail 
is not independent 
of the rest of our 
[transportation] 
system, It is 
going to impact 
freeways, commuter 
rails, transit. It 
interconnects, and it 
should.”

—Robert Eckles, president, Texas Central 
High-Speed Rail

TEXAS  
HIGH-SPEED  
RAIL SYSTEM

Houston to Dallas via 
Burlington Norther Santa 
Fe Route

Houston to Dallas via 
Union Pacific RR Route

Houston to Dallas via 
I-45

The Texas Department of 
Transportation has conducted 
a study into likely routes for a 
high-speed rail line connect-
ing Houston and Dallas. This 
map shows the possible routes 
identified by TxDOT.

Source: TxDOT
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Fewer Conroe ISD students pass first round of STAAR test than last TAKS
Despite lower scores and more difficult test, district’s students outperform state average in all categories and subject areas

By Brian Walzel 
The results of the first edition 

of the STAAR test at Conroe ISD 
were released last month, with 
the scores showing what many 
education leaders expected: a 
much more stringent test than 
TAKS and lower passing rates 
than the previous state assess-
ment exam.

Public school students in 
Texas in grades 3 through 8 
were issued the STAAR test 
for the first year in full in the 
fall of 2012. In each grade level 
and subject area, Conroe ISD 
students outperformed the state 
average. Of the 17 subject areas 
among grade levels, an average 
of 10.5 percent more Conroe 

ISD students than students 
statewide achieved a satisfac-
tory passing grade.

“I think overall, [the students] 
responded as expected and rose 
to the level of expectations,” said 
Chris Hines, superintendent of 
curriculum and instruction for 
Conroe ISD.

Although the district’s 

students generally performed 
better than their statewide peers, 
they struggled to achieve the 
high scores previously seen in 
the TAKS administration. Of the 
same 17 subject areas, an average 
of 9.5 percent fewer Conroe ISD 
students met satisfactory passing 
rates on STAAR than they did 
on TAKS in 2011. 

EduCATION
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“Going in, we weren’t really 
sure what to expect because 
it was a new test,” Hines said. 
“The results confirmed what 
we anticipated: The STAAR is a 
much more difficult test.”

According to the Texas 
Education Agency, “overall 
test difficulty will be increased 
by including more rigorous 
items. The rigor of items will be 
increased by assessing skills at a 
greater depth and level of cogni-
tive complexity. In this way, 
the tests will be better able to 
measure the growth of higher-
achieving students.”

Following the announcement 
of the STAAR tests, and the com-
paratively lower scores that came 
with it, state lawmakers, such as 
Rep. Steve Toth, R-The Wood-
lands, believe changes should be 
made to the testing program.

“We’re over-testing kids right 
now,” Toth said. “I don’t care how 
good this system is, if none of the 
stakeholders buy into it, it’s not 
going to work.” 
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78% 78%

87%

71%

98%

89% 89%
84%82%
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8TH Grade

In 2012, the STAAR test was fully implemented as the standardized testing format in Texas independent 
school districts after nine years of using the TAKS test. This graphic shows a comparison between 
passing rates of Conroe ISD students from the 2011 TAKS test and the 2012 STAAR test. 

STAAR   
vs. TAKS

TAKS

STAAR

ReAding WRiTing
SociAl STudieS

MATH Science

Source: Conroe ISD

SUSAN BOBEK
We Want Your Business
Known as a highly effective, results–oriented 

professional with an acute attention to detail and 

market knowledge.You can always count on receiving 

the best price points in the market whether you are 

buying or selling.

Susan’s clients know that they are working with a 

seasoned professional who truly cares about their 

needs, and will deliver  results quickly.

1401 Woodlands Parkway, The Woodlands, TX 77380
281-723-0345 | Susan@BobekRealtyGroup.com | www.BobekRealtyGroup.com

Residential Real Estate Services 
• Hands-On Approach

• Representing Buyers & Sellers

• Investor Expertise

Commercial Real Estate Services 
• Tenant Representation

• Of� ce & Retail

• Investment Properties

• Land & Development

• Medical & Industrial

• Design Builds / Build to Suit

• Client Satisfaction

• Professional Marketing

• Relocation

Residential Real Estate Expert 
• Multiple Year 5 Star Rated Agent

• Indepth knowledge of Residential Real Estate  

   in The Woodlands,  Rayford Corridor and 
   surrounding areas

• Multi-Million Dollar Producer with   ABR, ALHS 

   and E–Pro Certification



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com18  NEWs

Infrastructure  
and systems

Infrastructure  
and systems

Court, budget 
reserves

Court, budget 
reserves

$393.6 M

$116.2 M

$259 M

$251.9 M

$512.1 M

$496.7 M

$1
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.2
 M

$1
18

.4
 M

$1
73

.5 
M

$163.1 M

$57.7 M

$51.6 M

Admin. of Justice

Admin. of Justice

County services

County services

Fiscal Services  
and Purchasing

Fiscal Services  
and Purchasing

Law Enforcement

Law Enforcement

Source: Harris County

CITy, COuNTy & TOWNSHIP
News from The Woodlands, Oak Ridge North, and Harris County Compiled by Marie Leonard and Matt Stephens

Consultant helping ORN attract new retailers

Woodlands’ sales tax revenue on the rise

Construction to soon 
begin on groundwater 
storage tanks

OAk RIDGE NORTh While much of 
the focus of administrators in Oak Ridge 
North has been placed on the city’s com-
prehensive plan the last several months, 
a concurrent economic development plan 
has been under way which is helping the 
city attract new retailers. 

Susan Cates, Oak Ridge North Eco-
nomic Development coordinator, said the 
city signed a $30,000 contract with The 
Retail Coach, a retail recruiting consult-
ing firm, in April 2012, that was renewed 
in October for another year through 
October 2013. 

Oak Ridge North sometimes struggles 
to attract retailers because of its small 
size and population, Cates said. However, 
the Retail Coach studied where the city’s 
retail customers reside and developed 
a “primary retail track area” showing 
most customers live outside the city’s 
limits west to The Woodlands and east 
to communities along the Rayford Road 
corridor.

The consultant also has helped Gro-
cer Supply examine the plans for the 

redevelopment of the Oak Ridge North 
Shopping Center, has communicated 
information to several developers and 
businesses the city could not have on its 
own, developed a void analysis on which 
types of businesses the city is lacking, 
and helped put together packets on the 
city for the International Council of 
Shopping Centers in Dallas in December. 

“We were able to visit with retailers 
and explain why Oak Ridge North is so 
great for them,” Cates said. 

In developing a void analysis, Cates 
said, the Retail Coach found the city is 
lacking eateries, especially fast food res-
taurants of which the city only has one, 
as well as clothing stores, book stores and 
drug stores. She said the city is working 
on contracts with at least two businesses, 
but they could not release names yet. 

Cates said the city may continue to 
work with the Retail Coach until their 
retail areas are full. 

“As long as we have an inventory of 
property, we would probably continue to 
work with them,” she said. 

ThE WOODLANDS After a stag-
nant month in January, The Woodlands 
experienced a boom in sales tax revenue 
in February allocations—a 12.5 percent 
increase from February 2012. 

The Woodlands’ sales tax revenue 
increased from $4.6 million to $5.2 mil-
lion year-over-year in February, accord-
ing to the state comptroller’s website. 
The nearly $600,000 increase comes 
after the The Woodlands Township sales 
tax revenue rose less than a percent in 
January allocations compared to Janu-
ary 2012 figures.

Sales tax allocations from February 
come from sales made during the previ-
ous December, while January allocations 
are based on November sales.

Nick Wolda, president of The Wood-
lands Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
said January sales tax revenue came in 
over budget despite the lack of significant 
revenue growth. Wolda said judging 
sales tax revenue on a monthly basis is 
difficult, but the combined January and 
February figures provide a better picture 
of economic growth in the community.

“It’s pretty tough to look at sales tax on 
a month-to-month perspective,” Wolda 
said. “If a major retailer delays remitting 
tax for one month and files in another 
month, it makes the monthly compari-
son look better or worse than it normally 
would be. We tend to want to look at 
sales tax on a yearly basis to even out the 
timing differences.”

For the year, allocations in The Wood-
lands have risen nearly 8 percent, from 
$7.3 million for the first two months 
of 2012 to $7.9 million for January and 
February of 2013.

“We still believe it is a very strong 
retail market in The Woodlands, with 
new investment in major construction 
projects, retail, dining, and entertain-
ment,” Wolda said. 

Sales tax revenue for other south 
Montgomery County entities is also on 
the rise. Allocations rose 8 percent in 
February in Shenandoah while in Oak 
Ridge North, they rose 3 percent or about 
$7,000. For the year, allocations have 
risen 6.6 percent in Shenandoah and 3.8 
percent in Oak Ridge North.

hARRIS COUNTy Following a new 
policy adopted in March 2012 that 
allowed county departments to roll 
over unspent money, the ending cash 
balance in the general fund increased 
to $240 million—or 18 percent of the 
total expenditure budget—in 2012, said 
Bill Jackson, county budget officer and 
executive director of the budget man-
agement department.

“Each and every department is com-
ing in under budget this year,” he said. 
“In past years, we’ve had as much as 
$40–$50 million that had to be bor-
rowed from reserves. So that policy giv-
ing the departments that flexibility has 
helped out tremendously.”

The proposed budget listed allocations 
from the county’s general fund for the 
2013–14 fiscal year. 

Budget management proposed more 
than $1.13 billion in allocations from 
the general fund—an increase over last 
year’s estimated $1.08 billion. Since 
the allocations budget for 2012–13 was 
approved at more than $1.11 billion, the 
county will start this year with more 
than $34 million in reserves from the 
general fund. This year, the proposed 
general fund total is more than $1.5 
billion. 

The woodlands Township
2801 Technology Forest Blvd.
281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

9 a.m. March 21,  
6 p.m. March 27

city of oak ridge north
Williams Memorial Council Chambers
27424 Robinson Road
281-292-4648
www.oakridgenorth.com

7 p.m. March 25, april 8

city of shenandoah
Shenandoah Municipal Complex
29955 i-45 N.
281-298-5522
www.shenandoahtx.com

7 p.m. March 27, april 16

Meetings Tweetings
For instant coverage of 
these meetings, follow 
us on Twitter 
@impactnews_wdl

Tweetings

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL OF
PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Etiquette in the Workplace

Social Side of Business

Communication Etiquette

Organizational Skills

Dining Etiquette

Powerful First Impressions

Interviewing Skills

Public Speaking Like a Pro

If a career in Real Estate, Loan 
Originator, Inspection or Appraisal 
interests you, give us a call or go 
to ChampionsSchool.com and learn  
more about becoming a licensed 
professional. Courses are available 
in the Classroom, Correspondence 
and Online.

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL  
OF REAL ESTATE®

ChampionsSchool.com
TREC #0005 Open to the Public

Get Started Today!
Houston Galleria
713-629-4543
Houston North 
281-893-4484
Houston West
281-496-7386

Register Now: 888-335-6767
www.TheChampionsProfessional.com

Grow Professionally 
with Champions

1983 - 20131983 - 2013

30th ANNIVERSARY
30th ANNIVERSARY

Discover a
New Career 
in Real Estate

Real Estate Loan Originator

Inspection Appraisal

Proposed 2013–14 expenses:  

Estimated 2012–13 expenses:
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AT THE CAPITOl
News from 83rd Legislative Session

By Karen Brooks Harper 
Capitol Correspondent

Freshman lawmakers tackle issues big and small at Capitol
Ask a freshman legislator in the Texas 

Capitol how the first several weeks of the 
session are going, and their answer is usu-
ally a variation of this:

“I just feel like I’m drinking from a fire 
hydrant,” said newly elected Sen. Donna 
Campbell, R-New Braunfels. “I’ve got my 
work cut out for me.”

By that, she said, she means learning 
the issues, navigating the marble halls 
of the “Pink Dome,” meeting hundreds 
of new people every day and doing it 
all under the watchful eye of the media 
inside a frenetic 140-day legislative ses-
sion that can make or break even the 
most seasoned lawmaker. 

These are the trials of the newly elected, 
and it is not lost on this unusually large 
crop of new state legislators that voters 
replaced more incumbents with fresh 
blood during the past election cycle in 
Texas than at any other time in memory.

“If there was a mandate from the vot-
ers, it is that the status quo is no longer 
acceptable,” said Rep. Giovanni Capri-
glione, R-Southlake. 

Filed bills
State Rep. Steve Toth, a Montgomery 

County Republican, co-sponsored HB 
760, which would ensure that e-learning 
curriculum used in public schools falls 

under the oversight and approval of 
the State Board of Education. Republi-
can Rep. Cecil Bell Jr. of Montgomery 
County filed a bill allowing volunteers 
to help firefighters—a direct response to 
the 2011 wildfires; Bell also has a school 
finance idea he says would offer more 
paths to higher education.

Campbell is teaming up with two 
other medical professionals in the Sen-
ate—Greenville Sen. Bob Deuell and 
Sen. Charles Schwertner, a former House 
member from Georgetown serving his 
first term in the Senate—to require that 
all abortions be performed at an ambula-
tory surgery center, of which there are 
only a handful in the state. 

That measure has already drawn the 
ire of abortion-rights advocates who say 
it is an unnecessary regulation that will 
shut down access to the legal procedure.

Capriglione said he is prepared to 
take on immigrant-rights advocates who 
could object to legislation he has filed, a 
bill proposing a voluntary Made in Texas 
certification for businesses that use the 
E-Verify system to ensure their workers 
are in the country legally. 

Meanwhile, Rep. Bennett Ratliff has a 
bill giving counties and cities more power 
in regulating signage for sexually oriented 
businesses, as well as legislation requiring 

state contractors to use E-Verify.

Gun rights focus
Much of the freshmen delegation 

campaigned during a season in which 
gun rights were a big part of the discus-
sion, particularly in the wake of the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School shootings in 
Newtown, Conn.

Several legislators have jumped into 
the discussion with legislation that seeks 
to protect or expand residents’ rights to 
carry weapons. Many are involved in 
bills or constitutional amendments that 
offer a preemptive strike against any 
plans the White House might have to 
limit access to guns.

“I believe this administration has now 
realized they have woken up a giant,” 
said Toth, who filed the Firearm Pro-
tection Act that would, among other 
things, withhold funding from local 
governments in Texas if they enforce any 
federal gun bans. “All over the United 
States, Americans are crying out for 
something to be done to protect their 
Second Amendment rights. The Ameri-
can people understand this is not just 
about gun rights, but about all constitu-
tional rights. They understand once you 
compromise one Constitutional right, all 
others can be in jeopardy.”

By Matt Stephens

As the 83rd Texas Legislative 
Session continues, local legislators 
are writing and contributing to 
several pieces of legislation, with 
Senator Tommy Williams, R-The 
Woodlands, having authored or 
co-authored 32 bills this session as 
of mid-February. 

Among them are SB 21, which 
requires drug screening and 
possible testing for Texans 
seeking unemployment benefits. 

The bill would amend the Texas 
unemployment Act by drug testing 
applicants applying for jobs 
requiring pre-employment drug 
screening, Williams said in a press 
release. 

“Critics who claim that withholding 
unemployment benefits could harm 
children fail to see the big picture,” 
Williams said. “illegal substance 
abuse has as much, or more, effect 
on those families. SB 21 provides 
an exemption for unemployed 

Texans who are on a path to 
self-sufficiency and enrolled in a 
treatment program.”  

in February, Williams also filed 
SB 509, the Texas School District 
Security Act, which would give 
local school boards, parents and 
taxpayers choices regarding 
school campus security. Williams 
said the legislation would allow 
communities to consider options 
through public hearings and design 
a plan to present to local voters to 

determine whether a tax increase 
would be worth the security plan. 

“Some communities may want to 
hire trained and licensed peace 
officers; others may choose to 
invest in modern technology 
to better secure their school 
campuses; some may want to try 
a combination; and others may 
decide they want none of the 
above,” he said. 

Williams said hearings on the bills 
would begin soon, while the Senate 

Finance Committee, of which he 
is chair, finished hearings with 
state agencies and subcommittees 
regarding budget details in 
February. He said the senate 
remained on target to pass the 
budget by Easter. 

The Woodlands’ senator also 
authored SB 14, which would 
require more fiscal transparency 
and accountability of certain 
entities responsible for public 
money.

Williams focused on unemployment, school security, budget

“As dry weather patterns persist across most 
of Texas, it will be important for the 83rd Texas 
Legislature to work to limit losses from disasters,” 
Bell said. “Some communities may be operating 
similarly to this now. Let’s give our hard-working 
emergency services personnel and willing 
volunteers the force of law behind their efforts.” 

Cecil Bell, R-Magnolia

“There are too many instances where this Federal 
Administration has used the strong arm attempt 
toward the individual states to get their own agenda 
passed. Hardworking taxpayers should be able to 
get what they pay for without feeling like they are 
being held hostage by a failed system. States know 
what programs are best for their citizens. As it stands 
now, states are left at the mercy of congressional 
appropriations with little to no wiggle room. I believe 
the states could run programs more effectively with 
more accountability on a local level.”

Steve Toth, R-The Woodlands

Tweetings

           A leader in college preparatory, 
             independent school education in 
             The Woodlands since 1988, The John  
             Cooper School combines traditional  
             educational practices with innovative  
            programs to teach students to think,  
          analyze, create and take responsibility     
       for their world. Join us on campus at     
    an upcoming Admission event and experience 
Cooper for yourself. Now enrolling for 2013-14.

From Curiosity
To Wisdom

WWW.JOHNCOOPER.ORG  •  281.367.0900

SINCE 1971

“We’re your neighborhood auto repair shop and have been for 40 years”

Complete Automotive & Transmission Service • RV Repair • Complete Differential Service 
Hybrid Service • Complete Transfer Case Service • Quick Oil Change

Engine Repair & Preventative Maintenance • Radiator & Cooling Systems • Diesel Engine Repair 
Steering, Front End & Suspension • State Inspection • A/C Conditioning & Heating

Welding & Fabrication • Trailer & Hydraulic Repair • Detailing

29707 W. Hawthorne Dr, Spring, TX 77386 • (281) 367-3535
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of the commitment to child abuse prevention. 
9-11 a.m. $25 (12 and up), $10 (12 and 
under). Rob Fleming Pavilion 6055 Creekside 
Forest Drive. 512-250-8438.  
www.preventchildabusetexas.org

23 Spring Kids Fest
The Woodlands Mall hosts Spring 

Kids Fest, a family friendly event that features 
kids’ activities, an Easter egg hunt, prizes, 
crafts, and face painting. All activities are 
held in the outside courtyard. Activities are 
designed for children ages 2 to 12, but all 
ages are welcome. Free. Noon–3 p.m. The 
Woodlands Mall, 1201 Lake Woodlands 
Drive. 281-363-3409.  
www.thewoodlandsmall.com

23 March CrawPHish Festival
The Pulmonary Hypertension 

and The Woodlands Area Chamber of 
Commerce hosts this community event 
to increase awareness of Pulmonary 
Hypertension. Enjoy crawfish, Rudy’s 
BBQ, Raising Cane’s, a tent-decorating 
contest, entertainment, and new and 
improved children’s activities. The Level 
One Band and Jean-Pierre and the 
Zydeco Angels will perform. 11–6 p.m. 
$25 (adults), $15 (ages 10 and under), 
free (ages 4 and under). Town Green Park 
along The Woodlands Waterway, adjacent 
to The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion. 
281-367-2222.  
www.woodlandscrawfish.com

23 The Woodlands  
Spring Flea Market

The Woodlands Township hosts a flea market 
where shoppers can buy pre-owned items 
from their neighbors. items offered often 
include furniture, tools, kitchen goods and 
yard equipment. 7–10 a.m. Free. Town Center 
Parking Garage located at the southwest 
corner of Six Pines Drive and Lake Robbins, 
adjacent to The Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion. 281-210-3976.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

as champagne, food and music. Proceeds 
benefit the Friendship Centers and The 
Woodlands Arts League. 6–7:30 p.m. Free. 
6203 Alden Bridge Drive. 832-510-7537.  
www.conservatoryseniorliving.com

21 Writers in Performance 
Join the Montgomery County Literary 

Arts Council for a Night of Fiction at Writers 
in Performance. This month’s event features 
writer David Samuel Levinson. 7–9 p.m. 
Free. Lone Star College - Montgomery, 3200 
College Park Drive. 936-273-7000.  
www.lonestar.edu

23 Earth day greenup 
Connect with neighbors and the 

outdoors as part of the Great American 
Cleanup by joining or leading a cleanup 
crew bagging trash from community streets, 
pathways and waterways. Trash bags are 
provided by The Woodlands Township. The 
event features a post-event celebration at 
Northshore Park with food and live music. 
Check in at one of nine village parks. 8–10 
a.m. (check in), 8:30–11:30 a.m. (trash 
pick up), 11 a.m.–1:30 p.m. (post-event 
celebration). 281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

23 Woodforest Easter
Woodforest hosts an Easter-

themed fun day where children can meet 
the Easter Bunny and have pictures taken 
by a professional photographer. Children 
will have access to an egg-decorating 
station, coloring books and crayons. 
Pastries, donuts and juice will be served. 
9 a.m.-noon. Free. Woodforest Partners 
Building, 113 Elk Trace Parkway. 936-
447-2800. www.woodforesttx.com

23 Walk the The Woodlands
The second annual 5K walk is an 

awareness and fundraising event supported 
by Prevent Child Abuse Texas. This event is a 
chance to alert all Texans to the importance 

march

11 through 15   
Spring Break drop-in dayz Camp

Children ages 6 to 12 can get active and 
meet friends at a day camp during spring 
break. The camp features events, such as 
a pool party, games, and Reduce, Reuse 
and Recycle. 7:30 a.m.–5 p.m. $50 a day, 
per child, with a $15 discount for additional 
children. The Woodlands Recreation Center, 
5310 Research Forest Drive. 281-210-3950. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

16 Brunch with the Bunny 
The Woodlands Township hosts this 

event, which features an egg hunt, Easter 
crafts and brunch. 10 a.m. $30 (family of 
four), $5 (each additional family member). The 
Lodge at Rob Fleming Park, 6055 Creekside 
Forest Drive. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

16 yMCA Job Fair
The South Montgomery County 

yMCA hosts a job fair. The event focuses 
primarily on seasonal employment 
opportunities offered from June to August. 
Job opportunities include lifeguards, swim 
instructors, day camp counselors, sports 
officials and sports camp staff. Those who 
attend are asked to bring a resume. Minimum 
age to apply for jobs is 16. Free. 10 a.m.–1 
p.m. South Montgomery County yMCA, 6145 
Shadowbend Place. 281-367-9622.  
www.ymcahouston.org

16 Kayaking Excursion
The Woodlands Township and the 

Riva Row Boat House host a kayaking 
excursion to Lake Woodlands. The trip runs 
two hours, and the township provides a 
snack, a drink and a kayak. 10 a.m.–noon. 
$40 (first person), $15 (second person). 2101 
Riva Row. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

17 St. Patrick’s day Scavenger Hunt 
Children ages 5–10 years old take 

part in a St. Patrick’s Day Scavenger Hunt, 
sponsored by The Woodlands Township 
Parks and Recreation Center. 6–6:30 p.m. 
Free. Northshore Park, 2505 Lake Woodlands 
Drive. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

18 golf Classic for Kids
Waste Connections inc. hosts the 

5th annual Golf Classic for Kids. The golf 
tournament includes a live auction, food, 
on-course contests, a raffle, the “Tequila 
Party Hole” and team prizes. Tournament 
proceeds benefit interfaith of The Woodlands, 
Covenant House, Parish School, Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters and Cristo Rey High 
School. Sponsorships range from $3,000 to 
$15,000. The Woodlands Country Club,100 
Grand Fairway Drive. 832-442-2200.  
www.wcnx.org

21 An Evening of the Arts 
The Conservatory at Alden Bridge 

hosts a tribute to senior artists in The 
Woodlands. Paintings from local artists with 
be showcased for viewing and for purchase. 
The event features a raffle for a Texas-
themed quilt and an original painting, as well 
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through 24 
Tomball german  
Heritage Festival

The German roots of Tomball come alive for 
three days during the annual German Heritage 
Festival. Three city blocks downtown are filled 
with live German music, food, vendors, street 
performers, a carnival and kids play area. 
Activities over the weekend include a German-
themed best dressed contest, bluegrass jam 
sessions and fireworks on Saturday night.  
6 p.m.–10 p.m. (March 22), 10 a.m.–10 p.m. 
(March 23), 10 a.m.–6 p.m. (March 24). Free. 
Old Town Tomball, Market and Commerce 
streets, Tomball. www.tomballgermanfest.org
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Worth the TRIP

WWW.AMERIGOS.COM
25250 GROGANS PARK DRIVE 

THE WOODLANDS, 77380

Bu
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.

Grogan’s Park Dr.

Grogan’s Mill Rd.

Sawdust Rd.

CELEBRATE EASTER AT

Special a-la-carte 
� un�  menu 

Available 11 am–4 pm
 

FEATURING:
• Amerigo’s Traditional Favorites • 

• Chef-Inspired Specials •
• Brunch Off erings •
• Children’s Menu •

Enjoy house made 
Pea�  Foam Be� ini’s

with Complimentary 
Mimosa and Sangria

DINNER MENU AVAILABLE
4–10 PM

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

281.362.0808
FOR EASTER BRUNCH MENU, VISIT

WWW.AMERIGOS.COM

Join us for
Ea� er  
Brun� 

Sunday, March 31st

March
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23 through 24  
Camp Ter-Ra-Mont 

The Woodlands Township Recreation Center 
hosts the sixth annual family camp, which 
offers an evening of camping, toboggan 
building and racing, a movie under the stars, 
games and crafts, s’mores, and a campfire 
(weather conditions permitting). The event 
includes all supplies, instructions, breakfast 
and dinner. Tents and sleeping bags are 
available at an additional fee. Pre-registration 
is required. 2 p.m.– 9 a.m. $125 (family of 
four), $30 per additional camper. Terramont 
Park, 8500 Terramont Drive. 281-210-3950. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

23 Woodlands Kiwanis Special 
Olympics 

The Woodlands Kiwanis holds the 28th 
annual Special Olympics Track and Field 
Event at the Oak Ridge High School 
stadium. The event hosts 300 Special 
Olympics athletes from 15 teams from 
across the Montgomery County area. 
volunteer organizations include the 
Kiwanis Key Clubs, National Charity 
Leagues, National Charity Roundtable, 
and several local businesses and 
churches. Free. 9 a.m.–3 p.m. 
Oak Ridge High School, 27330 Oak Ridge 
School Road, 832-615-8236.  
www.woodlandskiwanis.com

24 Wine dinner and Auction
The Pavilion Partners hosts its 15th 

annual wine dinner and auction benefiting the 
Fine Arts Scholarship Fund and The Cynthia 
Woods Mitchell Pavilion’s Educational 
Outreach program. This year’s event will 
honor Arlene and Sol Sachs. 5 p.m. $200. 
The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion, 2005 
Lake Robbins Drive. 281-210-1125.  
www.woodlandscenter.org

25 Chamber golf Classic 
The Woodlands Chamber of 

Commerce hosts its golf tournament 
featuring two World RE/MAX Long Drive 
Competitors as well as a silent auction, 
benefiting residents and businesses 
throughout the area with economic 
development, mobility, health care and 
education. Golfers have a chance to win 
four passes to the 2013 Shell Houston 
Open. Sponsorship opportunities 
available. Reservations and payments 
required. 10 a.m. $170 (per player), $650 
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Find more or submit The Woodlands  
events at www.impactnews.com/
wdl-calendar. 

To have The Woodlands events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

(team of 4). Palmer Golf Course at The 
Woodlands Country Club, 100 Grand 
Fairway Drive. 281-363-8110.

30 10 and under Tennis 
Tournament 

The Woodlands area tennis courts facilities 
hosts tennis tournaments for children in 
beginner, intermediate and advanced stages 
between the ages 5–10. Players must know 
the basics of tennis and scoring. 2–4 p.m. 
$17 (per tournament). Bear Branch Park, 
5200 Research Forest Drive. 281-210-3950. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

30 Kayak Easter Egg Hunt 
Parents and children kayaking 

teams travel down the Waterway on a search 
for Easter eggs. All ages are welcomed but 
children must be accompanied by an adult. 
3 p.m. $45 (per pair). Riva Row Boat House, 
2101 Riva Row. 281-210-3965.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

April

06 Muddy Trails Bash
The sixth annual Muddy Trails 

bash features a 5K and 10K run, as well as a 
Little Muddy Kids Race, and the Muddy 2K-9 
Canine Fun Run. Post-race events include 
live zydeco music and a crawfish boil. Free. 
3–8 p.m. Rob Fleming Park, 6055 Creekside 
Forest Drive. 281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

06 Spring Market 
The Woodlands High School PTO 

hosts a Spring Market as a fundraiser for 
Graduation Highlanders, formerly known as 
Operation Graduation, the annual lock-in 
event for the senior class to ensure a safe, 
alcohol-free environment to celebrate their 
graduation. vendors are welcome. 10 a.m.–4 
p.m. Free. The Woodlands High School, 6101 
Research Forest Drive. 832-444-3634.  
www.twhsgrad.weebly.com 

11 yMCA dancing for Partners
The South Montgomery County 

yMCA hosts its first yMCA Dancing for 
Partners. The event provides dance lessons, 
choreography and dance partners for 
community figures, such as former Texas 
State Representative Rob Eissler, Township 
Director Nelda Blair and Woodlands 
Convention and visitors Bureau President 
Nick Wolda. Funding raised goes to the 
yMCA Partners Campaign, which benefits 
several yMCA programs. 6 p.m. The 
Woodlands Waterway Marriott, 1601 Lake 
Robbins Drive. 281-681-6723.  
ymcahouston.org/south-montgomery-county

Featured 
              LIvE mUSIC

live At Night Series
31 Waterway Square Place,  
The Woodlands • 281-363-2447  
www.thewoodlandscvb.com
6 p.m. to 8 p.m., free
March
 16 Jesse Roach
 23 Legacy
 30 Donnie Simmons Band
April
 6 Morgan McKay

dosey doe
The Big Barn, 25911 i-45 N., The 
Woodlands • 281-367-3774  
www.doseydoescoffeeshop.com
March
 14 Ezra Charles & Bob Malone, 
  8:30 p.m.
 15 The LACs, 8 p.m.
 16 Marcia Ball, 8:30 p.m.
 17 Mike Zito, 7:30 p.m.
 20 Band of Heathens, 8:30 p.m.
 21 Will Hoge, 8:30 p.m.
 22 Pavlo, 8:30 p.m.
 23 Average White Band, 8:30 p.m.
 27 Josh Ward, 8 p.m.
 28 Billy Dean & Pauline Reese,  
  8:30 p.m.
 29 Asleep at the Wheel, 8:30 p.m.

dosey doe                
Music Cafe, 463 FM 1488,  
Conroe • 936-271-2171  
www.doseydoescoffeeshop.com
March
 14 Keeton Coffman, 8:30 p.m.
 15 Bonnie Bishop’s “One Woman  
  Show,” 8:30 p.m.
 16 The Black Lillies with Chuck Mead  
  & His Grassy Knoll Boys, 8:30 p.m.
 17 Claire Lynch Band, 7:30 p.m.
 19 The Stone Foxes, 8 p.m.
 20 Audry Auld, 8 p.m.
 21 Nora Jane Struthers, 8:30 p.m.
 22 Milk Drive, 8:30 p.m.
 23 Phil Hamilton & Band, 8:30 p.m.
 28 Sons of Fathers, 8:30 p.m.
 29 Josh Grider Band, 8:30 p.m.
 30 Jason Allen Band, 8:30 p.m.

Crescent Moon
440 Rayford Road
Spring • 281-364-9463  
www.crescentmoonwinebar.com
March
 14 Trick Dog, 7 p.m. 
 15 yelba’s Band, 9 p.m. 
 16 Keith McCoy and the TX Jam Band,  
  9 p.m. 
 19 Mike Amabile, 7 p.m.
 20 Stacy Steel, 7 p.m.
 21 Mike Roberts, 7 p.m. 
 22 Grateful Geezers, 9 p.m. 
 23 Trick Dog, 7 p.m. 

Concert in The Park
Northshore Park 
2505 Lake Woodlands Dr.
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., free 
March
 17 Fidelity Maxx (Old School Funk)
 24 The Fab 5 (British invasion)

1  IMPACT 2.375 x 12.25”

www.woodlandscenter.org
281-363-3300

Spectacular

Season
Get a spectacular deal on the 
2013 Performing Arts Season 
at The Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion with a Season Tickets. 
Season Tickets include:

•   All Houston Symphony concerts

• Houston Ballet at The Pavilion

•  Houston Grand Opera at  
 The Pavilion

•  On-site VIP parking

•  Woodforest Bank VIP Club 

• A subscription to The Pavilion’s
 CenterStage newsletter

• Preferred seating for the 
 Houston Symphony’s Star-
 Spangled Salute and the Texas 
 Music Festival Orchestra 

But that’s not all! Subscribe by 
May 1 and receive a special gift!

Season Ticket: 
$175 per orchestra-level seat

For more information or to 
purchase season tickets, email 
jreeves@woodlandscenter.org, 

call 281-210-1127, or visit 
The Pavilion Box Office at

2005 Lake Robbins Drive in 
The Woodlands.   

April

Compiled by Angie Brown, Demetrius Mahone, Matt Stephens, Brian Walzel 
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Brian of london

Woodlands Pkwy

Gosling Rd. 
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Before they begin working, hairstylists at Brian of London are enrolled in a year-long training program.

Brian of London offers precision styling for men and women, as well as cosmetics for women.

Steven Goudie has owned Brian of London in the 
Panther Creek Village Center since 1992. Stylists follow a precision styling technique.

Brian of London offers a full line of salon services.
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Brian of london
Salon celebrates 30 years of precision styling

W henever guests have visited 
Brian of London over the 
past 30 years, they have been 

assured of getting a quality hairstyle with 
a precision cut from a well-trained styl-
ist. That concept—precision, service and 
quality—is what owner Steven Goudie 
says sets his salon apart from the others.

“We have taken the European 
approach of apprenticeship,” Goudie 
said. “Rather than taking someone right 
out of school or someone who just got 
their license, we put them through a 
training program. That creates a stan-
dard, a level of technical ability to our 
customer service.”

The stylists are trained in the salon’s 
distinctive technique, which focuses on 
precision, style and customer service. 

That European approach to hairstyling 
began with Goudie’s parents, Brian and 
Wilma Goudie. 

They began working in their late teens 
at House of Fraser in Edingburg, Scot-
land, a high-end department store where 
the Goudies worked in the salon. Several 
years later, Steven said, Brian and Wilma 
flew from England to Houston to visit a 
friend.

“That’s when my parents decided to 
emigrate,” Goudie said. “The Woodlands 

was a young community, and it certainly 
looked like it had a great future.”

They opened Brian of London on Dec. 
7, 1983. The original location of the salon 
is the site Brooklyn Bagel Café occupies 
in the Panther Creek Village Center. In 
1992, Goudie said, Brian of London relo-
cated to its current location in the back of 
the shopping center to take advantage of 
a larger available space. Brian and Wilma 
have since sold the salon to their son. 

“We’re modeled after the Vidal Sas-
soon style of haircutting,” Goudie said. 
“[Sassoon] had an immediate impact on 
how women wear their hair. He cut hair 
to work with the way it would grow natu-
rally, the texture. That’s how we model 
our technique.”

As a Vidal Sassoon partner salon, styl-
ists at Brian of London follow some of 
the most distinctive and creative trends 
in haircutting.  

When meeting with a client, stylists 
at Brian of London analyze the shape of 
their face, the texture of their hair, even 
a customer’s lifestyle to determine what 
the best is for them. 

“We consult with clients and come 
up with a look that will work for them,” 
Goudie said. “So it’s all done individu-
ally. Same with hair color as well.”

BUSINESS

4775 W. Panther Creek Drive 
The Woodlands • 281-363-3981
www.brianoflondon.com
Mon.–Wed: 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Thur.: 9 a.m.–7 p.m.
Fri.: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sat.: 8:30 a.m.–4 p.m.

Precision in styling
As a vidal Sassoon–sponsored salon, Brian 
of London specializes in precision haircutting 
and styling. The salon offers a full range of 
services for men and women.

salon services
• Highlights - $44–$150
• Color - $66–$115
• Perm - $80
• updo - $65+
• Makeup - $45
• Women’s cuts and styles - $25–$60
• Men’s cuts - $30, $40
• Childs cut - $25–$35
• Brazilian blowout - $275+
• Waxes - $15–$50

By Brian Walzel 

CERTIFIED 
PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTANTS 
& CONSULTANTS

HOUSTON & THE WOODLANDS
281.440.5740
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Your Personal  
Assets Get  

Our Personal  
Attention.

At First Victoria, keeping pace with your 
personal and professional banking  

needs is what we’re all about. That’s why  
our Wealth Management Services and 

PrivateBankers offer a unique and  
different brand of banking. Enjoy access  

to services ranging from the most routine  
banking needs to more complex investment,  

trust and insurance products1. 

To learn more about how we can create  
an “out of the box” solution for you,  

stop by our newest banking center  
at 1430 Research Forest Drive.

Tanya Castro   t Sr. Vice President 
Trust & Investments  
281.599.6039 

Jeannie Jennings  t Vice President  
PrivateBanking/Wealth Management
832.663.4507

Heidi Carney  t Vice President  
PrivateBanking/Wealth Management
832.663.4506

1Securities offered through Cetera Investment Services LLC, 
member FINRA/SIPC. Investments are: • Not FDIC/NCUSIF 
insured • May lose value • Not financial institution guaranteed 
• Not a deposit • Not insured by any federal government agency. 
Cetera is not affiliated with First Victoria Bank.

2013

The Woodlands - Research Forest
1430 Research Forest Dr.   
The Woodlands

facebook.com/FirstVictoria twitter.com/FirstVictoria

www.firstvictoria.com

We provide counsel 
and expertise on:
•  Asset Protection

•  Tax and Charitable Planning

•  Trust and Estate Planning

• Family Business Issues with a 

 Focus on Succession Planning, 

 Exit Strategies and Business 

 Transactions

• Probate

• Trust and Estate Litigation

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 200 - The Woodlands, TX 77380 
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

 Steven J. Clausen 
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

*

*

Who do you turn to when you have a family 
business, wealth preservation or tax issue? 

You turn to the expert who has handled these complex 
issues for over twenty-fi ve years as a large fi rm partner 

and as the owner of a boutique fi rm.

$310s

$230s

$270s

$160s

  ITunes

   AndroidDo
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THE FALLS at IMPERIAL OAKS
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Spring gardens Nursery
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Jose Palaez manages Spring Gardens Nursery, which opened its original location in November 1992. 
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Spring gardens Nursery
Nursery spreads branches across county

W hether selling wholesale to 
landscapers from around 
the state or to local residents 

looking to spruce up their own gardens, 
Spring Gardens Nursery has been pro-
viding hundreds of varieties of plants to 
the region for nearly 20 years. 

Manager Jose Pelaez, who has worked 
at Spring Gardens Nursery since October 
1993, said owner Richard Gieseke opened 
Spring Gardens Nursery in November 
1992 at 18811 Tomato St. near the inter-
section of Spring Cypress and Kuyken-
dahl Road. The 1.3-acre site served the 
community for years until September 
2010, when the nursery was moved to the 
12-acre site off of Gosling Road. 

“I think he decided to go this direc-
tion basically because of the develop-
ment around it,” Pelaez said of the move. 
“There’s a lot of new subdivisions that 
require plant material. We were in main 
Spring, but we moved north where the 
construction’s going. You can tell it’s 
exploding everywhere.”

The nursery uses the original site and 
about five acres of the new location as 
growing operations, he said. Pelaez said 
there are about 600 to 700 main types of 
plants and trees at the nursery, but with 
as many as 25 types of lantanas or 50 
types of azaleas, the total number could 
be as high as 2,000 to 3,000. 

Most gardens consist of trees, shrubs 
and some form of annuals or perennials 
to provide color, Pelaez said, but Spring 
Gardens sells mostly flowering plants. He 
said the nursery sells as many as 5,000 
to 6,000 plats of annuals and perennials 
every six-month planting season. 

The historic Texas drought in 2011 had 
a favorable effect on the business, Palaez 
said, with sales booming as a result of the 
mass death of plants across the region. 
Although the drought required the 
nursery to water as often as three times 

a day, he said business has improved as 
landowners have replaced the damage 
caused by the drought. 

“We are trying to stock really high 
right now,” he said. 

Live oaks are especially popular with 
builders because they are tough and can 
endure droughts, Pelaez said. However, the 
nursery’s top sellers are fruit trees, includ-
ing oranges, grapefruits, peaches, apricots, 
apples and pears, as well as tomatoes. 

With spring around the corner, Pelaez 
recommends several plants, includ-
ing crepe myrtles for trees and confetti 
lantanas, thryallis and blue plumbago 
for flowering plants. Wax myrtles are 
especially popular in The Woodlands 
because of their size and versatility. He 
said residents and landowners purchase 
them to block out visibility of buildings 
in The Woodlands, but they can also be 
carefully maintained and trimmed to fit 
a certain shape or design. 

The nursery grew 1,500 15-gallon wax 
myrtles last year and sold them all, he 
said. The nursery grows 500 every few 
months to ensure they are always in stock. 

In addition, the nursery offers doz-
ens of species of trees for landowners 
looking for variety, including pines, red 
maples, red oaks, white oaks, ash trees, 
magnolias and more than 15 varieties 
of crepe myrtles. Trees are sold as small 
as 5 gallons to as large as 200 gallons.  
Spring Gardens Nursery offers a variety 
of unusual shrubs and flowering plants 
as well, such as the tricolor ginger, the 
golden thryallis and ligularias. 

With development continuing to 
grow in south Montgomery County and 
Spring, Pelaez said he hopes business will 
continue to thrive in the near future.

“We’re hoping that with all the explod-
ing construction, they’ll need the plants 
and trees and that we can supply them,” 
he said. “To make a better world.”

BUSINESS

24201 Gosling Road 
Spring • 281-655-8100
www.springgardensnurseryinc.com 

Popular for spring planting
These Texas Superstar plants—chosen 
by Texas A&M System for durability and 
aesthetics—are best planted in the spring:

• Texas Gold Columbine 
• Gold Star Esperanza
• New Wonder Fan Flower
• Firecracker Jatropha
• Flare Perennial Hibiscus
• Lord Baltimore Perennial Hibiscus
• New Gold Lantana
• Dwarf Mexican Petunia
• Laura Bush Petunia
• John Fanick Perennial Phlox
• Mystic Spires Blue Salvia
• Pride-of-Barbados
• Gold Thryallis 
• Blue Princess verbena
• Cape Plumbago

For more information on Texas Supertar 
plants, go to www.texassuperstar.com 

Pelaez shows one of several species of flowers.

The nursery sells more than 2,000 species.

By Matt Stephens

A growing business

15-gallon wax myrtles 
sold last year. 

1,500

Years in 
business 20 2,000+

Species of plants offered 

5,000+
Annuals and perennials 

sold in a six-month season

Join today for $600 and receive the  
Canongate All-Access Booklet valued at over $300!

Call 877-695-4347 for more information or for a tour of the clubs.
 

WWW.CANONGATETEXAS.COM/COMMUNITYIMPACT

 
Offer expires 3/31/13. Restrictions may apply and information subject to change.

GET       WITH CANONGATE GOLF IN 2013!
Lifestyle
Facts

Full Social Calendar 15g   100%
Happy Hours 3g
Holiday Events 8g

Time with Family 23g   100%
New Relationships 18g   100%
Improved Golf Game 33g 100%

Lower Scores 15g
Straighter Drives 18g

Fitness 27g    100%

Amount/Serving                                                      %DV

INGREDIENTS: MADE WITH LUSH GREENS AND CHALLENGING WATER HAZARDS, PLAY AWAY, 108 HOLES OF 
GOLF, 4 CLUBS, 5 COURSES, FINE DINING, TOURNAMENTS, FUN SOCIAL EVENTS, FIRST CLASS INSTRUCTION, 
KID’S PLAY FREE, SUNDOWN RATES, GOLF CAMPS AND CLINICS, CATERING AND MORE!

DISTRIBUTED BY CANONGATE GOLF CLUBS

Serving Size: 1 Membership

* Percent Daily Values (DV) 
based on an active lifestyle. Not a significant source of boredom, inactivity, or stress.

2013_03 Community Impact Ad.indd   1 3/5/13   9:00 AM

12 acres at  
current site

 1.2 acres at the 
original location
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936-447-2800 · WoodforestTx.com
Homes from the $180s to $1 Million+

Coventry Homes
Darling Homes

DR Horton
Highland Homes

Huntington Homes
Jeff Paul Custom Homes

Lennar Homes
Mary Ross Custom Homes

Newmark Homes 
Partners in Building

Perry Homes
Ryland Homes

Sullivan Signature Homes
Tom Cox Jr. Custom Homes

Village Builders

When it comes to master-planned communities in Montgomery County, 
Woodforest has something for everyone. With a 27-hole golf course for 
mom and dad. Parks, playgrounds and a splash park for the kids. Miles

of hike and bike trails for the whole family. And shopping, dining,
entertainment and recreational activities - all just minutes away.

Woodforest has a beautiful array of new homes priced to suit every 
lifestyle. You’ll find patio homes, homes with golf-course and lake 

views, and amenity-filled custom homes on up to one-acre homesites.  
Woodforest – The breath of fresh air you’ve been looking for.

Where life Grows.

f

*Based on the number of new home sales in 2012, Metrostudy and RCLCO. As with any 
financial decision, buyers are encouraged t    o do their own due diligence when selecting a home 
builder. Woodforest makes no representation or warranties on the quality of the homebuilders. 
Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. Realtors Welcome. 3/13

Ranked 7th in Houston
and among the nation’s 20
top selling master-planned 

communities*

Palm Sunday | march 24
8:30 a.m. & 9:35 a.m. Chapel Worship
9:15 a.m. Harvest Contemporary Worship
11 a.m.+ Traditional Worship
 
maundy ThurSday | march 28
7:30 p.m.+ Traditional Worship
 
Good Friday | march 29
12 p.m. Chapel Worship
5:30 p.m. Dinner on the Grounds
7:15 p.m. Cross Processional
7:30 p.m.+ Contemporary Worship

holy SaTurday | march 30
6:11 p.m. Loft Contemporary Worship
7:29 p.m. Loft Contemporary Worship
 
EaSTEr Sunday | march 31
8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. & 11 a.m.+ Traditional Worship 
9:29 a.m.+ & 11:11 a.m. Loft Contemporary Worship
 

 

2200 Lake Woodlands Dr.  |  The Woodlands, TX 77380  |  281.297.5900  
 + live streaming worship available online  |  watch.thewoodlandsumc.org
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Mama Mia Italiana’s 

Woodlands Pkwy2978

Owner Christina Kumbara (center) with Bella Gianna Serrento (left) and Maria Catallonie. 
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Mama Mia Italiana
Owner shares passion for Italian cooking

Italian cooking is in Christina Kum-
bara’s blood. The New York–born owner 
of Mama Mia Italiana’s, Kumbara said 
her family has been cooking the same 
Italian recipes for generations. She grew 
up cooking and eating Italian cuisine in 
her parents’ restaurants in New York. 

“It’s a passion. I enjoy it,” Kumbara 
said. “I enjoy seeing people happy with 
the food.”

So it is no surprise Kumbara has 
enjoyed some success cooking Italian 
food and owning restaurants herself. 
Since moving to Texas in the 1980s, she 
worked in and owned several Italian 
restaurants in the Humble area before 
opening the first Mama Mia in Humble 
eight years ago. She and her husband, 
John Fernandez, opened their second 
location in August at FM 2978 in the 
back of The Woodlands. 

Kumbara said she is always in the 
kitchen overseeing each recipe. Among 
the more distinctive dishes are the 
chicken penne a la vodka, salmon Floren-
tine and seafood pasta Pescatore. Mama 
Mia offers other Italian favorites, such 
as chicken Marsala, chicken Florentine, 
spaghetti and meatballs, and lasagna, as 
well as calzones, sandwiches and veal. 

“All of these are my parents’ recipes,” 
she said. “We just continue the legacy.”

Customers can also enjoy more than 
a dozen varieties of pizzas made with 
homemade dough and fresh Wisconsin 
cheese. Kumbara also said the restau-
rant’s “world famous” garlic knots—
homemade bread with garlic, olive oil 
and parmesan cheese—are “to die for.”

With summer on the horizon, Kum-
bara said, she changes the menu to 
provide lighter meals served on beds of 
salad. Salad options include the shrimp 
avocado bliss, strawberry salad with 
grilled chicken and bacon, spicy south-
west chicken salad with roasted corn and 

DINING

30420 FM 2978
Magnolia • 936-647-2809
www.mamamiaitalianas.com
Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.–9 p.m. Fri.-Sat.  
11 a.m.–10 p.m. Sun. 11 a.m.–8 p.m. 

Chef Recommendations
Chicken Penne ala Vodka: Grilled chicken, 
sun dried tomatoes, penne pasta served in 
a creamy, pink vodka sauce $12.95

Salmon Florentine: A grilled salmon filet 
served with a florentine sauce, mushrooms, 
roma tomatoes in a garlic cream sauce over 
a bed of pasta $18.99

Seafood Pasta Pescatore: Mussels, 
clams, scallops and crawfish served with a 
spicy diablo sauce over pasta $18.95. 

Customer Comments
“They have the best rolls in the world.” 

- Sharon Zarruk

“it’s a very warm, relaxing atmosphere. She 
knows her customers by name, which is 
really nice. And it’s also nice that it’s not a 
chain. The Woodlands has so many chains.” 

- Shannon Geer

“i usually get a pineapple or vegetarian 
[pizza]. She does a very good job with 
those. The crust is fantastic.” - Nasin Bell

Salads For Summer
For restaurant goers looking for a lighter 
italian meal over the summer, Mama Mia 
features several salad options served with 
homemade dressings. 

Shrimp and Avocado Bliss: Served with 
an avocado ranch dressing $13.99.

Strawberry Salad with Grilled Chicken 
and Bacon: Served with a house vinaigrette 
$12.99

By Matt Stephens

black beans, and a grilled steak salad. All 
salads are served with homemade dress-
ings, and the restaurant also serves a cold 
pasta salad. 

“With Italian food, summer is heavy, so 
we change it up a bit,” she said. “[Custom-
ers are] still eating steak and chicken. It’s 
just over a bed of salad instead of pasta.”

Since opening in The Woodlands 
location, Kumbara said, the restaurant’s 
business has grown and she believes suc-
cess will continue as more development 
continues in the back of The Woodlands. 
The ExxonMobil development and future 
expansion of FM 2978 could also bring 
future growth, she said. 

“It’s got great potential,” she said. “The 
back of The Woodlands is still growing. 
More restaurants are moving in, so as 
long as there are shops and restaurants, 
[customers] are coming.”

However, while there may be several 
eateries for customers with a taste for 
Italian cuisine, Kumbara said, it’s the 
food and the passion that sets her restau-
rant apart. 

“Our recipes have never been devi-
ated,” she said. “They’ve been passed 
down from generation to generation, and 
we continue this legacy in fresh, home-
made food.”

Open Daily   18750 Interstate 45 N. 
                              Just North of FM 1960

For Hours and Ticket Info Visit:
www.MainStreetAmerica.com

Visit America’s Only Model Home Theme Park!
B E  I N F O R M E D ,  I N S P I R E D ,  A N D  E M P O W E R E D

Springtime on      --------- 
Saturday, March 30th
• Photos with the Easter Bunny

• Easter egg hunt 
• Games 
• Prizes 

• Crafts and more!

THIS MONTH’S EVENT:
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P eggy Hausman was the PTA 
president at Sally K. Ride 
Elementary School in 1986 

when she learned a chain link fence 
had been installed, which blocked a 
pathway to the school. She asked The 
Woodlands Community Association 
how to have the fence removed and 
was told she had to become a board 
member of the Residential Design 
Review Committee. 

“From there it was just history,” 
Hausman said. 

Over the next 27 years, Hausman 
served on the Panther Creek Village 
Association; The Woodlands Com-
munity Association Board of Direc-
tors, including five years as chairman; 
and five years on The Woodlands 
Township Board of Directors, where 
she currently serves. She was named 
one of the original Hometown Heroes 
in 1999 and has seen The Woodlands 
through its transition to its current 
form of governance. 

Hausman has also developed a 
reputation as the person to call to 
get problems solved and questions 

answered in The Woodlands. 
“I’m a curious person; in fact, with 

most of the questions, I want to know 
the answer, too,” she said. “To me, the 
only bad question is one that doesn’t 
get an answer.”

Hausman met her high school 
sweetheart, Mitch Hausman, at age 
15 in her hometown of Saint Joseph, 
Mo. The two married in 1978 and 
moved to The Woodlands in 1981. 
They raised their two sons, Nick and 
Pat, in The Woodlands, and when 
the couple began their family, they 
decided she would stay home, with 
one condition. 

“He said, ‘I don’t want you to feel 
like you ever have to stay home,’” she 
said of her husband. “‘I want you to 
be involved.” 

She accepted the challenge, serving 
on various boards and committees 
and volunteering with the Boy Scouts 
of America, South Montgomery 
County Food Bank, Montgomery 
County Juvenile Advisory Board and 
PTAs, among other organizations.   

Having witnessed exponential 

growth in The Woodlands, Haus-
man said the community has faced 
several challenges, including how 
to inherit amenities and when to let 
private enterprises run them. With 
no personal business interest in the 
community, she said, her impartial-
ity allows her to be opinionated and 
speak up for the residents. 

“The [Development Company] does 
have the right to put whatever they 
want on their land, but sometimes it 
doesn’t hurt to draw the conscience 
into the mechanism,” she said.

Although she does not know how 
much longer she will serve on the 
township board, Hausman said she 
has the same passion for serving as 
she had three decades ago. 

“What’s special about this commu-
nity, in my opinion, is that you have 
a lot of people where this is their new 
home,” Hausman said. “Nobody here 
has roots here, so you had to become 
each other’s family. This was a melt-
ing pot family, and hopefully that will 
stay imbedded in the fabric of The 
Woodlands.”

Peggy Hausman
Original ‘Hometown Hero’ reflects on two decades of service
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By Matt Stephens

Call today to schedule 
an appointment: 

281.440.5300
or 866.333.6932

Internal & Family Medicine  |  Dermatology  |  Rheumatology  |  Radiology  |  Imaging  |  Laboratory

Compassionate

Care

Cypress Station Area 
1140 Cypress Station Drive

Houston, TX 77090
(near Houston NW Medical Center) 

The Woodlands Clinic (Forest Crossing) 
9100 Forest Crossing Drive
The Woodlands, TX  77381

(near Research Forest and Gosling)

The Medical Center 
2010 Naomi Street, Suite A

Houston, TX  77054
(near Texas Medical Center)

Accepting most major insurance plans

Why Call a Rheumatologist?
Gwendoline Menga D.O. 
is a Rheumatologist  who 
received further training in 
the diagnosis, detection, and 
treatment of arthritis and other 
musculoskeletal diseases 
affecting the joints, muscles 
and bones.

She is board certifi ed in both 
internal medicine and 
rheumatology. 

Northwest Diagnostic Clinic 
is proud to be the largest 
nonacademic rheumatology 
practice in Houston.   

Learn more about us at nwdc.com

Common illnesses 
can include:

Rheumatoid • 
Arthritis

Scleroderma• 

Sjogren’s • 
Syndrome

Psoriatic Arthritis• 

Lupus• 

Osteoporosis • 

Osteoarthritis• 

And other • 
autoimmune
diseases.

Fred Campos
President

Fun City Social Media, LLC 

Join Fred as he uses humor to enhance 
and support your business and your 

clients’ bottom lines through social media.

Dave Fougeron
President
Southern Star Brewing Company 

Dave will discuss the brewery, beers 
and the microbrewing industry.

A night of conversation... March 21, 2013
Sam Houston State University 

shsu.edu/honors/letstalk  •  936.294.4061  •  letstalk@shsu.edu

Thursday, March 21, 2013  •  6:30 p.m.
Lowman Student Center Ballroom  •  Huntsville, TX

let’s talk!tm about
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Jimmy Williams
Montgomery County fire marshal
By Carrie Thornton 

Montgomery County Fire Marshal Jimmy Williams became enthralled with fire 
safety at a young age, and his passion for his job continues to grow. After graduat-
ing from the Texas A&M University Fire Academy in 1984, Williams worked for a 
fire department near Willis. He was recruited to the fire marshal’s office in 1994 and 
appointed as fire marshal in 2004. 

“I am still active in two fire departments,” he said. “I work part time and volunteer 
as a firefighter in New Waverly and North Montgomery County. It keeps it fresh for me 
and I get to stay on the front line and work on a truck with other young firefighters. The 
most important thing an old fire fighter can teach a young firefighter is how to become 
an old firefighter. It’s all about safety.”

The county fire marshal’s office enforces codes in unincorporated areas of the county. 
However, Williams’ officers still respond and assist municipal departments in fire 
investigations and emergencies. Through public outreach and maintaining partner-
ships with city departments, Williams works hard to keep his jurisdiction fire safe.

PEOPLE

As fire marshal, what is your role in 
the community?

Our primary role is to ensure public 
safety in commercial and public build-
ings, but we are a split department. Part of 
our department focuses on fire investiga-
tion and the other part on code enforce-
ment in buildings. 

Looking at building safety, we exam-
ine needed safety systems. We respond 
to any complaints about safety issues in 
buildings and look at all new construc-
tion. That’s very important because when 
you look at the growth happening in 
The Woodlands and South Montgom-
ery County, we are going to be building 
high-rise buildings almost every month 
for the next few years, and the fire mar-
shal’s office is going to be playing a big 
role in making those buildings safe. On 
the investigation side, we investigate the 
cause of all structure fires and land fires if 
they are suspicious and look into criminal 
activity as well. If it’s a criminal investi-
gation, we will pursue the person [who] 
started the fire up to the trial.

All of our officers are peace officers and 
can make arrests if needed. We have made 
everything from simple misdemeanor 
arrests to capital murder arrests. 

Are there any misconceptions the 
public may have about your office?

There are a couple of misconceptions. 
A lot of people don’t even know what our 
office does, and most do not realize we are 
involved in both criminal investigations 
and code enforcement. Those are two very 
different animals. From the code enforce-
ment side, the biggest misconception 
people have is they look at us as the bad 
guys when it comes to safety. I call us the 
“fun police” because basically people see 
it as if there is something you want to do 
that is fun, the fire marshal’s office won’t 
let you do it. So, we are the bad guys. 

Really, the reason we are there is 
because somebody has gotten hurt or 
killed before when a safety violation 
occurred. For instance, people don’t 
understand why doors in theaters and 
churches swing out. It’s because in 1907 
a fire in a Chicago theater had 107 bodies 
piled against doors that swung in. So, 
codes changed to reflect that. One of the 
sayings is the codes are written in blood. 
When a code says you should do this, it’s 
because someone has died or been seri-
ously injured in that way. We don’t want 
to shut anyone down; we just want the 
place to be safe. The other misconception 

is most people don’t realize that the fire 
marshal’s office are police officers and do 
criminal investigations.

What is something the department 
is working on right now?

One goal we are working on in our 
region is pushing a regional code to make 
it the same across the Greater Houston 
Area through Galveston. One thing we 
have heard from developers and builders 
is they do not mind the codes, but they 
just want them to be consistent through-
out an area. 

If you are building in Montgomery 
County, you’re probably building in 
Harris County or Fort Bend County, and 
you do not want to have a different set of 
standards in each one. It just depends on 
what version of the fire code a municipal-
ity or county has adopted.

how does your department work 
with city fire departments?

In smaller cities where there is no 
municipal fire marshal, and the police 
department does not have an arson inves-
tigator, we go in and work for them. In 
fire response, we create a cause and origin 
report for the fire, and if we determine it is 

a crime, we work for them to solve it. And 
we do that quite regularly.  That is the same 
way we work with school districts. We help 
out in a lot of different places, especially if 
it is difficult to find a fire expert. 

What advice do you have for 
residents as spring approaches and 
temperatures rise?

The third component of our office 
is prevention and outreach. We post 
regularly on our Facebook page. What 
we saw in the 2011 wildfires was houses 
were being burnt down not because a big 
wall of fire came through a neighborhood, 
but embers would drop into a neighbor-
hood and start a small fire by the house. 
Something as small as pine needles by 
the house or a small bush fire can spread 
fire into the eve and through the window. 
During the Magnolia fires, it was spread-
ing house to house by wooden fences. 
Now we are posting everyday tips for fire-
safe landscaping. 

Stay away from flammable vegetation 
until you are farther away from your 
house, and try to use a few feet of rock 
or gravel before planting vegetation, and 
prevent pine straw from accumulating 
around your house.
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Let More Space Place organize YOUR closet ... organize YOUR life. 
Save all that time you spend searching 
through your disorganized closet in 
the morning! A well-designed custom 
closet helps avoid headaches while 
expanding your wardrobe.

23403 I-45 N, Suite C • Spring, Texas 77380  •  832-585-0700 • www.murphybedhouston.com 

Stylish, Organized Comfort

Rayford Rd.Sawdust Rd.

Grogan’s M
ill Rd.

Woodlands Pkwy  Robinson Rd.

I-45
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T here are many organizations and 
programs in the community that 
focus on rescuing children in 

abusive or dangerous situations and help 
put them into foster care. 

But as is often the case, once teenagers 
leave foster care, they are left to their own 
devices and are often unprepared for the 
realities of life.

“We think once a kid is removed from 
an  abusive environment and placed in 
foster care, they’ve been rescued,” said 
Cindy Mericle, founder and director of 
Love Fosters Hope. “Unfortunately, the 
rescue is not always so wonderful. They 
have not been adopted out of foster care, 
and that makes them feel like something 
is wrong with them. It’s a hard, discour-
aging life.”

Love Fosters Hope was established two 
years ago, but just obtained its nonprofit 
status last fall. The organization started 
out offering a Teen Reach Adventure 
Camp for children in foster care between 
the ages of 12 and 15. However, Mericle 
said she soon realized the plight of older 
teens in foster care was too evident to 
ignore. Last summer she started Bridge at 

Camp Hope for teens ages 16 to 19. 
The camps offer horseback riding, 

kayaking, archery, fishing, campfires, 
and other events and activities typical of 
overnight summer camps. Knowing that 
many foster homes release teens after they 
turn 18, Mericle said the Bridge camp is 
largely focused on preparing campers for 
life after foster care.

“These kids are not being prepared for 
independent living and many of them 
are afraid of aging out of the system,” 
she said. “Of all the campers we’ve had, I 
can only think of one who had a driver’s 
license. They are asking us to help them 
prepare.”

In addition to providing fun activi-
ties, Love Fosters Hope provides Bridge 
campers with shoes, dresses for girls and 
khakis for boys to use for job and college 
interviews. Counselors teach them how to 
change a tire, how to cook and how to tie 
a tie, among other life skills.

In an effort to encourage older teens to 
consider going to college, Mericle said the 
Bridge camp will take place at a Houston 
university campus this summer. Camp-
ers will be allowed to stay in dorms and 

love Fosters Hope
Program prepares kids for life after foster care

NONPROFIT

Love Fosters Hope works to enable teenagers with skills they will use after leaving foster care.
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By Shawn Arrajj

love Fosters Hope

 

W. Rayford Rd. 

25333 Gosling Road
Spring • 281-433-9992
www.lovefostershope.org

Foster care in the u.S. 

3 in 10
of the nation’s 
adult homeless 
were foster kids

1,043

183

in 2011

children in 
foster care in 
Montgomery 

County in 1999

4 minutes a child 
age 1 to 18 is 
abused in AmericaE
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experience what life is like in a college 
environment.

In addition to the camps, which take 
place in the summer, Love Fosters Hope 
runs a year-round mentoring program 
to help foster care children form stable 
relationships and continue to develop 
skills that will help them in later years. 
Everyone involved with Love Fosters 
Hope, from the camp counselors to the 
mentors, is a volunteer, Mericle said. 
Summer camps offer a 2-to-1 camper to 
counselor ratio.

“We are pouring into the kids,” Miracle 
said. “Everything is geared toward send-
ing the message that they are significant, 
worthy and loved. It’s been very exciting 
to see our intentions play out and the 
impact it has on the kids.”`

TOWN CENTER 281.364.1588  STERLING RIDGE 281.863.9100  MAGNOLIA 281.356.5858  COMMERCIAL GROUP 281.364.482  PARA NUESTROS CLIENTES QUE HABLAN ESPAÑOL 281.364.3782

KNOWLEDGEABLE!
KELLER WILLIAMS AGENTS ARE

ABOUT HOW TO PUT TOGETHER THE BEST DEAL

FOR ALL YOUR RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL NEEDS

the woodlands
and 
K E L L E R W I L L I A M S R E A L T Y
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Spring Flea Market
Bi-annual event takes the place of garage sales

COMMuNITy

By Matt Stephens

T he Woodlands covenants 
have long prohibited 
garage sales, but the bi-

annual flea markets organized 
by the community’s village asso-
ciations have evolved over the 
last three decades into a destina-
tion for residents hoping to buy 
and sell used goods. 

Woodlands residents look-
ing to clear out their attics and 
garages will get their chance 
March 23 for the community’s 
Spring Flea Market at the Town 
Center Parking Garage. Larry 
Faith, the event’s coordinator, 
said the flea markets—held in 
the spring and fall—were ini-
tially created as a project by the 
Panther Creek Village Associa-
tion in 1984 to provide residents 
an outlet to sell their used 
goods. The Grogan’s Mill Village 
Association soon joined in, and 
the other villages followed suit 
over the years. 

The event requires about 
60-70 volunteers from the 

village associations, Faith said, 
and proceeds from the booth 
sales go to the village associa-
tions. The organizations use the 
money for scholarships and 
other charitable causes. 

The flea markets also ben-
efit the Salvation Army, which 
brings a semi trailer truck to 
the event and fills it with any 
unwanted items they can use, 
Faith said. 

“We contribute a lot of goods 
to that program,” Faith said. 

Faith, who has organized 
the event since 2002, said the 
flea markets attract about 250 
sellers—about 90 percent from 
The Woodlands—as well as 
thousands of customers from 
as far as Beaumont. While most 
booths sell traditional yard sale 
fare, such as clothing, furniture 
and various knick knacks, Faith 
said, some commercial vendors 
buy booths and he has seen 
some odd items sold over the 
years, including a resident’s car. 

“It’s evolved over the years 
into one of the best flea markets 
in the county or region,” said 
Bruce Tough, chairman of The 
Woodlands Township Board of 
Directors. “It’s become the place 
to find any little treasure you’re 
looking for.”

Tough said he has participated 
with the village associations 
in running the event over the 
last 15 years and believes it has 
become a social gathering for 
people across the community. 
While he said he admits the pro-
hibition of yard sales has been 
controversial in the past, the 
flea markets provide residents 
an opportunity to sell their own 
goods without garage sale signs 
and yard sales cluttering the 
community. 

“It just detracts from the 
community itself,” Tough said of 
yard sales. “It’s just something 
we thought when the covenants 
were founded that we could have 
it at a central location.” 

Spring Flea Market

Lake Woodlands Dr. 
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Town Center Parking Garage, 
corner of Six Pines Drive and 
Lake Robbins Drive

The Spring Flea Market gives Woodlands residents a chance to sell used goods.
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Flea market items
• Clothing
• Furniture
• Antiques
• Figurines
• Paintings
• Lawnmowers
• Golf clubs
• Bicycles
• Tools
• Musical instruments
• Sporting equipment
• No firearms allowed

More information
Time: 7-10 a.m. March 23, check-in 
begins at 5 a.m.

Booths: Booth spaces consist of 
two parking spaces and may be 
purchased for $50. Two booths may 
be purchased for $100. Tickets may 
be purchased at 2801 Technology 
Forest Blvd. 

Admission: There is no cost to 
attend the Spring Flea Market.

 
A good cause: Funding for the 
booth spaces goes to the village 
Associations, which donate to 
scholarships and other charities. 
vendors with unsold goods may 
donate them to the Salvation Army, 
which will have a truck at the event. 

Independent Living
Personalized Assisted Living

Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care 

2323 Lake Robbins Drive

The Woodlands, TX 77380

Facility Number: 104849

www.brookdaleliving.com

www.villagewoodlands.com

Service Mark for The Village at the Woodlands Waterway is owned by Bridgewood Houston Property Company, Houston, TX. 20503-ROP01-0213 MRM

   Life at The Village at The 
Woodlands Waterway provides 
an ideal balance of supportive 
services and personalized health 
care with an active, engaged 
lifestyle. Whether it’s knitting 
with new friends, participating in 
favorite pastimes, or discovering 
new adventures, you’ll have the 
opportunity to connect with 
those who share your interests, 
empowering you to lead a fulfilling 
and rewarding life.

We’d love for you to continue 

your story at The Village at The 

Woodlands Waterway. Schedule 

your visit of our Personalized 

Assisted Living community today.

For more information or 

to schedule your personal visit, 

call (281) 292-4600 today!

Knit One, Purl Two
isn’t the only thing that connects us.

Locally Owned Community Bank – Local Answers!  

936-273-4286
3205 College Park Dr. (Hwy 242)
The Woodlands, Texas 77384

traditionbank.com

7 Greater Houston locations to serve you!

Tradition Matters

For the last 50 years, 
we’ve focused on building 
our community through 
personalized service, helping 
small businesses grow 
and by supporting local  
organizations. 

Our next 50 years will be  
spent on those same founding 
principles.
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Creekside yMCA
Adventure Center connects 
families with outdoors

Located on more than 21 acres in the Village of 
Creekside Park, the South Montgomery County 
YMCA’s Outdoor Adventure Center provides a distinc-
tive outdoor experience from other YMCA locations in 
the community. 

North Group liaison Roxanne Davis said the Out-
door Adventure Center features amenities such as the 
50-foot Alpine Tower, outdoor amphitheater, teepees, 
treehouses and other outdoor activities. Davis said 
the Alpine Tower offers a layered ropes course with 
trained staff, which challenges YMCA members to 
push themselves physically, complete with a daunting 
30-foot swing. 

“It’s about pushing yourself to new heights and try-
ing something new,” she said. “It’s about stepping out 
of your box and stepping out of your comfort zone.”

An outdoor amphitheater offers movie nights 
throughout the year and other live events, while the  
facility’s 12 tree houses and nine authentic teepees pro-
vide outdoor venues for events and education courses. 
Davis said they are used for summer camp classes and 
outdoor education courses for home-schooled students. 

Businesses often rent out the facility for team 
building exercises, and the location has even hosted 
weddings and receptions, Davis said. The facility also 
brings families together through activities and encour-
ages children to spend more time outside, she said. 

“It’s reconnecting families with the great outdoors,” 
she said. 

By Matt Stephens

ClOSE-uP

6464 Creekside Forest Drive 
The Woodlands • 281-367-9622 
www.ymcahouston.org 

yMCA Outdoor Adventure Center 1  The Creekside YMCA features nine authentic teepees, which are 
used for classroom space and can also be rented out for events such 
as corporate outings and wedding receptions.  

2  With 12 treehouses on site, the Creekside YMCA offers a distinc-
tive classroom locale for youth interested in learning about nature. 

3  Summer camps and other programs at the Creekside YMCA 
feature outdoor activities, such as archery, that connect children and 
families to the outdoors. 

4  The Creekside location opened a wellness center in September 
2012 featuring weight training and cardio equipment and providing 
several classes for members looking to get in shape. 

5  Rock climbing and the location’s distinctive ropes course chal-
lenge YMCA members to push themselves mentally and physically. 
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Krissie Vanyo  - 281.210.0097 
k r i s s i e@band i e rpa r t ne r s . com

GREAT BUILDING, 
LOCATION AND RATES

26010 Oak Ridge Business Center 
from 350sq. ft. up to 1,800sq. ft.

Class A O�  ce Space For Lease in The Woodlands
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C rawfish season happens every 
year, from around the first of 
March through the beginning 

of summer. Many Gulf Coast residents 
enjoy the season with backyard boils 
or restaurant events, but some may not 
know where these tiny lobster-like crea-
tures are raised.

The majority of mudbugs—slang for 
crawfish—sold in Texas come from Loui-
siana, said Brittney Aplin, manager of Blue 
Water Seafood on FM 1960, near Hwy. 290. 
Blue Water has its own distributer of farm-
raised crawfish in Mamou, La.

Eddie Peters, general manager for Blue 
Water Seafood Whole Sale, said a large 
amount of farm-raised crawfish come 
from rice fields. 

The process of farming crawfish is 
a year-round event, and Peters looks 
after about 3,800 acres of land filled 
with mudbugs. He said depending on 
the farmer’s preference and the year’s 
weather, the process of farming crawfish 
runs as follows: 

Farmers plant rice crop from late 
spring to the beginning of summer.

Seed stock, a natural crop of crawfish, 

which mostly comes from the Atchafa-
laya Basin in Louisiana, is put into the 
flooded rice field mid-summer.

The field water is then drained and 
crawfish begin to burrow in the ground 
in late summer.

Rice is harvested in late summer or 
early fall, and at this time, crawfish have 
burrowed underground to begin their 
reproductive cycle.

After the rice has been harvested, 
farmers re-flood the rice field, and craw-
fish come out of the ground with their 
babies mid-fall, and the field becomes 
a crawfish pond—Peters said natural 
rain and drainage is critical for crawfish 
survival during this time.

Baited wire traps are placed in the field 
between the end of fall and mid-winter—
Peters uses 10 traps per acre.

Crawfish harvest begins in November 
or as late as January.

Typical crawfish season occurs when 
they are market size—around 10 to 12 
per pound—and runs from the begin-
ning of March to late June.

Crawfish season
The process of farming and eating mudbugs

SEASONAl

A-peeling Crawfish

By Molly Ryan

CRAWFISH 101 Peters said a decent-size batch of crawfish during the season ranges 
from 10 to 12 crawfish per pound.

Separate 
the head 

from the tail 
by grabbing 

and twist-
ing the two 

parts.

STEP ONE: Grasp, twist and snap STEP TWO: Peel

STEP fOUR:  Suck the head

Peel back the 
first layer of 
shell on the 

tail to expose 
more meat

STEP ThREE: Pull
Pull out the tail 
meat with your 

fingers or teeth. 
If needed, pinch 

the bottom of 
the tail to help 
push the meat 

out easier.

If you want, suck the head of the 
crawfish. Peters said that is where 

most of the flavor gathers during 
the boiling process.

The Woodlands Craw-
Phish festival is March 
23 from 11 a.m.–6 p.m. at 
Town Green Park, located at 
2099 Lake Robbins Drive. 
Tickets are $25 per person 
for ages 11 and older and 
$15 for ages 10 and under.  
woodlandscrawfish.com 

Crabby Daddy’s, located 
at 25186 I-45, Ste. 4G, of-
fers fresh boiled crawfish, 
while next door, The Wood-
lands Seafood Market sells 
it fresh by the pound.  
281-296-2722.  
www.crabbydaddy.com  

Schilleci’s New Orleans 
Kitchen, located at 9595 
Six Pines Drive, Ste. 1120, 
offers several crawfish 
dishes with a Cajun twist.  
281-419-4242.  
schillecis.com 

Tailgator’s Pub & Grill, 
located at 8000 Hwy. 242, 
Ste. 125, features boiled 
crawfish by the pound and 
other traditional pub fare. 
936-271-4200.  
tailgatorspub.com
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COMING IN MARCH 2013
Our newest location at 827 S. Magnolia Blvd. in Magnolia. 

PERFORM
AT YOUR BEST
Low T Therapy

$499
- Includes Of� ce Visit, Initial blood test
- 3 months of testosterone therapy
- Increase Strength and Endurance
- Increase Libido & Sexual Desire
- Enhance Mood & Well-Being
- Increase Lean Muscle Mass, Increase Energy

GUARANTEED RESULTS on your 
� rst visit or it’s FREE

• Erectile Dysfunction and         
Premature Ejaculation

WOODLANDS: 832-510-2777
1011 Medical Plaza Drive, Suite 230

HOUSTON: 713-588-1416
2630 Fountain View Drive, Suite 409

MensClinicsofAmerica.com
Improving Men’s Health And Performance

Only 
$99
Only 
$99
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March 14-April 8
Lone star college-montgomery

The Lone Star College-Montgomery, located at 3200 
College Park Drive, hosts a number of art events in 
the spring, including art installations, theatrical and 
musical performances, and public speakers. The Mary 
Matteson-Parrish Art Gallery, located in Building D 
presents “Play On” by Kevin Ramler from March 14–29 
and “A.I. Altered Identity” by Jeremy Newton from April 
8–26. Newton will be available at an artist reception at 
noon April 25. Gallery hours are 10 a.m.–5 p.m. Mon.–
Fri. The Performing Arts Center hosts the Chamber 
Singers Tour: Home Concert at 7:30 p.m. March 21 and 
an NASM Concert at 7:30 p.m. April 8 in the recital hall 
of Building H. Tickets are $5 for students and employ-
ees and $10 for the general public. 936-273-7000.
www.lonestar.edu/montgomery.htm

APRIL 13 & 14 
the Woodlands Waterway art Festival

Produced by The 
Woodlands Waterway Arts 
Council, the 8th Annual 
Woodlands Waterway Art 
Festival features 200 fine 
art and fine craft artists 
from 35 states and two 
countries along with live 
entertainment throughout 
the festival, local visual 
and performing art, food, 
wine, and beer. The 
festival is ranked as the 

No. 9 art festival in the nation by Art Fair SourceBook 
and takes place along The Woodlands Waterway. $10 
(adults), $15 (multiday pass), free for children 12 and 
under. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. (Saturday and Sunday).  
www.woodlandsartfestival.com

May 3 & 4
the crighton theatre
The Crighton Theatre located at 234 Main St. in Conroe, 
was built in 1934 and features live theatrical perfor-
mances from Stage-Right Productions, The Montgom-

ery County Performing Arts Society and Christian Youth 
Theatre. In Spring, Stage-Right presents its production 
of The Red Velvet Cake War, a Southern comedy about 
a bizarre family reunion. Evening shows will be April 
19, 20, 26, 27 and May 3 and 4 at 8 p.m., while after-
noon shows will be held at 2 p.m. April 28 and May 5. 
Tickets are $17 for adults, $15 for seniors and $12 for 
students. 936-441-7469. www.crightontheatre.org  

May 4
market street spring Fine arts Festival 

Dozens of professional 
and amateur artists will 
display their works at 
the Market Street Spring 
Fine Arts Show. The event 
features works in pho-
tography, painting, metal 
works, sculpting, digital 
art and mixed media by 
local and regional artists. 
The festival will also fea-
ture live music, food and 

drink vendors, artist demonstrations and art activities. 
Free. 10 a.m.–7 p.m. Market Street, 9595 Six Pines 
Drive. 281-419-4774.  
www.marketstreet-thewoodlands.com

THE WOODLANDS SPrING FINE ARTS GUIDE

CLASSES

EVENTS

C
o

ur
te

sy
 L

o
ne

 S
ta

r 
C

o
lle

g
e-

M
o

nt
g

o
m

er
y

C
o

ur
te

sy
 M

ar
ke

t 
S

tr
ee

t 
T

he
 W

o
o

d
la

nd
s

C
o

ur
te

sy
 t

he
 W

o
o

d
la

nd
s 

W
at

er
w

ay
 A

rt
s 

C
o

un
ci

l

(281)733-0052

Anne McGuirt
Broker Associate 

ABR, CLHMS, CRS, GRI, CDPE

Vanissa Micklethwait
Broker Associate 

ABR, CRS, SRES, CLHMS, CDPE

Each of� ce independently owned and operated.
6620 Woodlands Parkway | The Woodlands | TX  | 77382  | 281-367-7770

Selling The Woodlands 
For 15 + Years!

boni’s dance studio 

Boni’s Dance Studio, located at 
9102 Forest Crossing, opened 
in 1984 and conducts more 
than 150 dance classes each 
week. Classes range from 
recreational to professional 
dance instruction for children 
and adults. In addition, Boni’s 
offers The Woodlands Dance 
Company for ages 8 and up. 
The Dance Company provides 
an opportunity to perform 
and gain experience in public 
performances. 281-292-6121. 
www.bonisdance.com

the Woodlands art League

The Woodlands Art League, which recently moved to 
its new location at 25136 Grogan’s Park Drive, offers a 
variety of art classes for children, teenagers and adults. 
The Art League’s spring classes include topics such as 
“Dimestore Photography,” “Watercolor/Mixed Media,” 
“Time Travel Art” and “Life Model Drawing.” Other 
classes focus on art history, jewelry making and sculp-
tures. 281-419-1980. www.woodlandsartleague.org

In-step dance center 

In-Step Dance Center and Performing Arts, located 
at 449 Sawdust Road, specializes in classical ballet 
classes but it also offers classes in a variety of areas, 
such hip-hop, jazz and modern dance for children 
ages 5–18. In-Step offers lessons for guitar, vocal, 
piano, adult ballroom and honors classes. The academy 
presents two recitals annually. 281-298-7837.  
www.instepdancecenter.com

class act productions

Class Act Productions, at 25275 Budde Road, offers In-
termediate Musical Theater Classes now through May. 
The classes focus on the study of musical theater for 
ages 11 and up with dancing, acting and vocal lessons. 

Class Act Productions will also conduct a performance 
of “Peter Pan” in July at the Nancy Bock Center for the 
Performing Arts at McCullough Junior High, located at 
3800 S. Panther Creek Drive. 281-292-6779. 
www.classactproductions.org

payne academy of the performing arts

Established in 2001, the Payne Academy of Performing 
Arts, at 9391 Grogan’s Mill Road, features three dance 
studios and offers classes for ballet, tap, jazz and 
competitive team dancing. Payne Academy also offers 
children’s pre-professional and competition dance 
classes. The academy presents two recitals each year, 
including a performance of “The Nutcracker” during the 
holiday season. 281-367-7185.  
www.payneacademy.com

mossrock ceramics studio
Mossrock Ceramics Studio, located at 26002 Oakridge 
Drive in The Woodlands, offers a 10-week ceramics 
course with one 3-hour class during the week and 
free time on Saturday for students to work.  Beginning 
students get tools and a 25-pound bag of clay, and all 
glazes and firings are included. Students experience 
hands-on instruction from owner Andrew Sankowski. 
$325. 281-684-4411. www.mossrockstudio.com
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 alliance fencing academy 
27326 Robinson Road, Ste. 110 
Oak Ridge North • 713-410-6655 
www.alliance-fencing-academy.com 

Alliance Fencing Academy provides a different 
kind of weekly summer sports camp for 
young athletes with an interest in fencing. 
Montgomery County camps are for beginning 
fencers, ages 6–14. June 10–14. July 22–26. 
Aug. 5–9. 9 a.m.–1 p.m. $245. 

legend’s sports complex 

602 Pruitt Road 
The Woodlands • 281-298-5700 
www.thelegendssportscomplex.com

Legends features weekly sports camps 
from June 10–Aug. 23. Specialty camps 
are offered for football, soccer, volleyball, 
basketball, baseball, futsal and cheer for 
ages 5–13 and cost $160 for half days from 
9 a.m.–noon and $235 for a full day from 
9 a.m.–4 p.m. Registration is $180 and 
$250 after April 15. Legends also offers 

legend’s sports complex
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a traditional all-sports camp, a football 
skills indoor and outdoor camp, a Maxpro 
basketball camp for boys and girls in fourth 
through ninth grades, and Lil’ Legends Camp 
for children ages 3–4. Dates and prices vary. 

The woodlands soccer city 

2590 FM 1488 
Conroe •  936-441-4625 
www.woodlandssoccercity.com 

For young soccer athletes, The Woodlands 
Soccer City offers five weeks of indoor soccer 
camps featuring soccer games, competitions, 
“Mini World Cup” and other activities. Camps 
will be organized through age and ability and 
run Mondays through Thursdays. June 10–
Aug. 16. 8:30–11 a.m. Ages 5–12. $125. $150 
after March 22. 

The woodland Township 
youth Tennis camps
2801 Technology Forest Blvd. 
The Woodlands • 281-210-3900 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov 

The Woodlands Township provides youth 
tennis camps for beginners—ages 5–12—
and intermediate players—ages 8–16 at the 
Bear Branch tennis courts, located at 5200 
Research Forest Drive. The weekly camps 
offer instruction, snacks and crafts. The first 
10 registrants of each week receive a free 
T-shirt. June 10–Aug. 15. 9 a.m.–noon. $95 
(residents). $105 (non-residents). 

T bar M camps 
2549 Hwy. 46 W.  
New Braunfels • 830-620-4263 
www.tbarmcamps.org 

T Bar M Camps in New Braunfels is a 

SportS CampS

Thank You Sponsors
You are Vital to Our Success

BRONZE LEVEL SPONSORS

Alta Mesa Holdings, LP
Amegy Bank of Texas

Community Impact Newspaper
Cypressbrook Company

J. P. Morgan
Karlins Ramey & Tompkins LLC
Market Street - The Woodlands

Masters In Dietetics, L.L.C.

Orgain Bell & Tucker, LLP - 
Walter Cooke, Partner

SWBC Mortgage
The Woodlands Christian Academy
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LUNCHEON SPONSORS
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VIP RECEPTION SPONSOR
Hosted by Farouk Shami

SILVER LEVEL SPONSORS

WINE SPONSOR
American Mortgage Solutions

The Colonnade of The Woodlands | 30420 FM 2978, Suite 350
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CALL TODAY! 281-419-2327 (BEAR)
Serving Over 21 Years in Spring

Wesley J. Urich, DDS, AAACDKelly M. LeBlanc, DDS

FREE TEETH WHITENING FOR LIFE!

Compiled by Angie Brown, Matt Stephens, Brian Walzel 
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Christian-centered adventure camp for 
students grades 6–11. The camp features 
traditional sports, water activities, extreme 
adventures and themed parties. Six-day camps 
are held between June and August. Costs vary. 

elite Music fine arts  
Houston • 832-477-5555 
www.elitemusicfinearts.com 

Elite Music Fine Arts offers visual and 
performing arts camps in musical theater, 
dance, art, glee club and music immersion. 
Held at Christ The King Lutheran Church, 
located at 2353 Rice Blvd. in Houston, ages, 
dates and prices vary.  

houston family arts center
17060 Grant Road  
Houston • 281-685-6374 
www.houstonfac.com

The Houston Family Arts Center Actors 
Academy offers 25 different one-week and 
three-week performing arts camps for grades 
1–12 from June 10–Aug. 24. $575 for three-
week camps. $195 for one-week camps. HFAC 
also offers dance classes in ballet and jazz, as 
well as a lighting and sound engineering camp. 

Piccolo Theatre 

One John Cooper Drive  
The Woodlands • 281-367-0900 
www.johncooper.org 

Theater and dance teacher from the John 
Cooper School offer summer camps for 
children in aerial arts, dance and drama 
through Piccolo Theatre. Students will learn 

performance, dance and how to design their 
own props, costumes and scenery. Aerial arts 
camps will be May 27–31 and July 8–12, drama 
camps are June 3–7 and June 10–14, and 
dance camps are June 17–21 and June 24–28. 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. with a final performance at 3 
p.m. Friday. Grades 2–8 for drama and dance 
camps. Grades 5 and up for aerial arts camp. 
$175 for drama and dance ($200 after May 17). 
$250 for aerial arts ($275 after May 17). 

abercrombie academy 
17102 Theiss Mail Road 
Spring • 281-374-1730 
www.abercrombieacademy.com 

Abercrombie Academy’s Worlds of Wonder 
camps offer educational camps for children 
ages 6–12 with topics including chemistry, 
engineering, Lego camps and language arts. 
Classes are held twice daily, from 9 a.m.–noon 
and from 1–4 p.m., throughout June and July. 
$125 per camp. $165 for Lego camps. Other 
camp options at Abercrombie include a kids in 
motion sports and creative explorations in art, 
both offered at $125 per camp.

houston sPca
900 Portway Drive 
Houston • 713-869-7722 
www.houstonspca.org 

The Houston SPCA Critter Camp provides 
campers hands-on time with shelter dogs, 
cats and farm animals, informative facts about 
animals and animal-themed activities, crafts 
and games. Weekly day camps are offered for 
three separate age groups from grades 2–8. 

Age groups and dates vary from June 10–Aug. 
16. 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. $275 per week ($295 after 
April 30). 900 Portway Drive, Houston. 713-
869-7722. www.houstonspca.org 

Texas a&M Galveston 

Seawolf Parkway 
Galveston • 409-740-4525 
www.tamug.edu/seacamp

Texas A&M Galveston has offered marine 
adventure camps since 1986. The week-
long residential camps include Adventures 
in Marine Biology, Coral, Crabs and 
Cephalopods, Sharks and More, Coastal 
Ecology, Fishing Camp and Marine Mammal 
Workshop. Campers reside in dormitories at 
the Texas A&M Galveston Mitchell campus 
on Pelican island and receive hands-on 
instruction from experienced faculty. Dates per 
camp vary from June 9–Aug. 10. Ages 10–18. 
Prices from $850 to $950. 

active learning chess, 
video Game camps
18911 Forest Bend Creek Way 
Spring •  281-257-0078 
www.activelearningcamps.com 

Active Learning Services offers chess and 
video game building camps during the 
summer at the John Cooper School and 

Rubicon Academy in The Woodlands. Chess 
camps at John Cooper, located at One John 
Cooper Drive, will be from June 17–21, while 
both chess and video games camps offered 
at Rubicon, located at 14211 Horseshoe Bend, 
will be July 15–19. All day chess camp from 9 
a.m.– 4 p.m. costs $410, while morning camps 
from 9 a.m. – noon and afternoon camps from 
1–4 p.m. are $260. video game building camp 
costs $295, while campers can split between 
both camps each day for $445 for the week. 

Madam newton einstein 
science academy 
27327 Robinson Road, Ste. 7 
Oak Ridge North • 281-298-2120  
www.mnescienceacademy.com

Madam Newton Einstein offers several weekly 
summer camp options from June 10–Aug. 2. 
Weekly topics include bugs, Mythbusters, spy 
training, the science of Angry Birds, water, 
health and other scientific topics. Full-day 
campers should bring a sack lunch Monday-
Thursday with a pizza lunch served Friday. 
Camp T-shirts are provided, and siblings 
receive a 10 percent discount. Times, ages 
and prices vary. 

Texas a&M Galveston
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4 Stages of Live Music * Alpenfest, Alex Meixner, Das 
Ist Lustig, Chris Rybak, more Strolling music makers and 
entertainers
Folk Dancers * German, Dutch, Scandinavian, Cloggers
Food/Beer * German and Domestic
Arts Crafts * 150 street vendors
Antique Shops * shopping old town
Carnival Rides * Carnival begins Thurs evening 21st 
special arm band price $15.
Kinderfest * Children Activities and Entertainment
Bluegrass Jam * Bluegrass stage by the gazebo
Fireworks * 9pm Sat

Fun for the whole family! 
You don't have to be German to enjoy it!

Sponsored by the City of Tomball, 
Tomball Sister City, and German Heritage Festival

Y d 't h t b G t j it!

2013 Tomball German 
Heritage Festival

Old Town Tomball

Classes start at just $49 and include food and soft drinks. Beer and Wine is available. 

Visit www.GrillMaster101.com to Register. 
Reservations are required. Hurry, space is limited.  

For more information, 800.833.5998

Presented by

Kuykendahl Rd.

Spring
 Cypre

ss

Carrot St.

Klein Church Rd.

Loue
tta

Enjoy a great meal while you learn to become the 
Neighborhood GrillMaster taught by professional chefs!

Mention this ad for $10 OFF

eduCationaL CampS
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young leaders campus 
network 

25282 NW Freeway, Ste. 250, Cypress; 106 
vintage Park Blvd., Ste. F, Houston  
713-266-2936. www.ylcampus.com 

With locations at the Cypress village Station 
and Champions at vintage Park, young 
Leaders Campus Network offers summer 
camps for young inventors, scientists and 
entrepreneurs. Camps include “imaginarium,” 
“Houston’s Habitat Heroes,” “inventor’s 
Workshop,” and “Culinary Arts.” Each of the 11 
camps are four days. June 10–Aug. 23. Ages 
3–12. $175 (per week). 

TGr exotics wildlife Park 
22115 Sherrod Lane 
Spring •  281-353-5252 
www.tgrexotics.com 

The TGR Exotic Wildlife Park offers daily and 
weekly summer camps to learn about exotic 
animals, their defenses, diets and ways of 
life. Ages 5–12. Dates to be determined. 10 

Continued from | 35 a.m.–1:30 p.m. $35 per day ($45 after June 
2). $145 per week ($160 after June 2). TGR 
also offers Junior Keeper weekly camps for 
children ages 12–16 to learn how to care for 
exotic animals. 9 a.m.–3 p.m. $325 ($375 
after June 2). Other camp opportunities are 
available, although prices and hours vary. 

Mad science of houston 
6300 Westpark Drive, Ste. 500 
Houston • 713-663-7623 
www.houston.madscience.org 

Camps offered by Mad Science of Houston 
are available to children ages 3–12 and 
run Monday through Friday between June 
and August. Half- and full-day classes are 
offered at three Woodlands-area locations: 
Paddington British School, at 2010 Sawdust 
Road; the John Cooper School, at One John 
Cooper Drive; and Creekside yMCA, at 6464 
Creekside Forest Drive. Camps offered include 
“The Chemistry Mystery,” “Secret Agent Lab,” 
“How Does it Work?” and “Red Hot Robotics.” 
$60 (half-day), up to $300 (full-day). 

american robotics 
academy 
One John Cooper Drive 
The Woodlands •  281-599-7626 
www.roboticsacademy.com 

The American Robotics Academy will host 
three summer camps at The John Cooper 
School. Campers will work in teams to build 
remote-controlled robots, while each camp 
day features two classes. June 3–7, June 
10–14, June 17–21, July 24–28. $185 (half day, 
full week), $330 (full day, full week). 

building brains 

5310 Research Forest Drive 
The Woodlands •  888-552-8453 
www.buildingbrains.biz

Building Brains summer camps, held at 
The Woodlands Recreation Center, provide 
hands-on engineering building programs with 
LEGOs, K’NEX and other building materials. 
Camps include a pirate-themed camp for ages 
3–5 years and a more advanced camp with 
motorized kits and robotics for ages 6–14. 

camp invention
The Woodlands•  800-968-4332 
www.campinvention.org 

Camp invention inspires creativity and 
inventiveness in children through a weeklong 
camp providing real world challenges 
from qualified educators. The camps are 
offered from June 24-28 at The Woodlands 
Preparatory School, at 27440 Kuykendahl 
Road, and from July 29-Aug. 2 at Christ 
Church united Methodist, at 6363 Research 
Forest Drive. 9 a.m.–3:30 p.m. Grades 1-6. 
$245 ($240 online). 

roboTs-4-u 
The Woodlands, Spring •  972-782-2503 
www.robots-4-u.com 

Robots-4-u offers a Robotics Blast Program 
in June, July and August at The Children’s 
Courtyard locations at 8401 Kuykendahl 
Road and 10505 Six Pines Drive, as well as 
the Holiday inn Express, at 24888 i-45, in 
The Woodlands. Designed for boys and girls 
ages 7–17, children design and build robots 
individually at their own pace. 9 a.m.–3 p.m. 
$400 tuition. $50 registration fee. 

wonder space Tech camp 
5310 Research Forest Drive 
The Woodlands •  877-972-2671 
www.wstechcamp.com 

Held at The Woodlands Recreation Center, 
Wonder Space Tech Camp is offered to 
students ages 5–17. The camp provides 
classes in 2D and 3D game design, mobile 
application building, programming and web 
design. June 10–14, June 17–21, July 8–12, 
July 29–Aug. 1, Aug. 5–9. Costs vary. 

Main event entertainment 
19441 i-45 N. 
Shenandoah • 281-355-5511 
www.mainevent.com 

Main Event offers four weekly summer camp 
sessions and day camp opportunities. The 
half-day camps include bowling fundamentals, 
video game play, laser tag, bowling shoes, 
lunch, T-shirt and lanyard, as well as a 
certificate of completion. Ages 8–15. June 
10–14. July 8–12. July 29–Aug. 2. Aug. 12–16. 
9:30 a.m.–1 p.m. $20 per day. $90 per week. 

The woodlands christian 
academy
5800 Academy Way 
The Woodlands • 936-273-2555 
www.twca.net 

TWCA’s Warrior Summer Camp offers a variety 
of activities each day. Children participate 
in recreational and cooperative games, 
arts and crafts, sports activities, academic 

TGr exotic wildlife Park
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JCS SUMMER 2013
The John Cooper School

Discovery and Adventure Camps, 
Robotics and Programming,

Academic Enrichment  Courses
& Much More... For All Ages

Register ONLINE:
www.johncooper.org

On Campus/Summer Programs/JCS Summer

 May 28 -July 3

BEAT THE HEAT IN AIR-CONDITIONED COMFORT!
To register: www. WoodlandsSoccerCity.com

2590 FM1488 @ 242 • Conroe, TX 77384            Tel: (936) 441-GOAL (4625) or (281) 685-3067      

SUMMER INDOOR SOCCER CAMPS  
Boys and girls ages 5 to 12   

 Mon.-Thurs.  |   8:30 am to 11:30 am    |     $150 for 4 days
Camp 1: June 10-13      Camp 2: June 24-27      Camp 3: July 8-11

  Camp 4: July 22-25   Camp 5: Aug 5-8
10% DISCOUNT ONLINE - Coupon code CI82

FUN AND FITNESS MULTI-SPORTS INDOOR CAMPS    
Boys and girls ages 5 to 12   

Mon.-Fri.  |   Full day 9:00 am to 4:00 pm  |   $200 for 5 days
Multi-sports including soccer, dodge ball, kwik cricket, kick ball, futsal, etc.

Plenty of exercise, children love it, simple and lots of fun!! (Bring your own lunch.)
Camp 1: June 10-14      Camp 2: June 17-21      Camp 3: June 24-28

Camp 4: July 8-12      Camp 5: July 15-19      Camp 6: July 22-26
Camp 7: July 29-Aug 2      Camp 8: Aug 5-9      Camp 9: Aug 12-16

Earlier drop off times and later pick up times available (see website)
10% DISCOUNT ONLINE - Coupon code CI82

KIDS’ PARTIES  
45 minutes on the turf field and 45 minutes in party room; $250/12 kids

ADULTS 
Now registering for the following Spring leagues:   Corporate       Men        Women        Coed

10:30 AM Registration | 12:00 PM Shotgun Start
www.igopink.org

May 6, 2013

The Woodlands Country Club

Breast Cancer Golf Outing

THEBREASTCANCERCHARITIES
OF AMERICA

Breast Cancer Charities of America

GOi P NKGOLF CLASSIC

Presented By

Benefiting
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components, praise time, swimming, free 
time, and field trips. Ages 5–11. Prices vary on 
length of session. 

creekside yMca
6464 Creekside Forest Drive 
The Woodlands • 832-698-1283 
ymcahouston.org/south-montgomery-county 

The Creekside yMCA location offers weekly, 
themed summer day camp sessions for 
children age 5–12 with a variety of activities 
to challenge minds and keep children active. 
June 10–Aug. 23. 7 a.m.–6:30 p.m. $175 for 
facility members. $215 for program members. 
The Creekside yMCA also offers mad science, 
art, rocketry and robotics, and nature rangers 
camps for ages 6–12; animal camps for ages 
5–12; archery and rockstar camps for ages 
8–12; and a knight and princess camp for ages 
5–8. Hours and prices vary. Campers can also 
split between specialty camps and summer 
day camp through half-day registration. 

cunae international school 
camps
5655 Creekside Forest Drive 
The Woodlands • 281-516-3770 
www.doortomyschool.com

Cunae will offer two summer camps from July 
15–26. Kids Will Be Kids is for ages 9–12, while 
Eco Trakkers! is for ages 6–9. Prices vary. 

John cooper school
One John Cooper Drive 
The Woodlands • 281-367-0900 
www.johncooper.org 

John Cooper offers a variety of academic, art, 
athletic, animation, fitness and robotics camps 
for children in grades PK through 12 from May 
28–July 3. 

branch crossing, 
shadowbend yMcas
8100 Ashlane Way, 6145 Shadowbend Place, 
The Woodlands • 281-367-9622 
ymcahouston.org/south-montgomery-county 

The Branch Crossing yMCA and 
Shadowbend yMCA locations provide a 
variety of sports camps, including tiny tots 
for ages 3–5, British soccer camps for ages 
3–14, and youth sports camps for ages 6–13, 
such as basketball, volleyball, flag football 
and a world of sports camp. The Branch 
Crossing yMCA also offers climbing clinics 
for ages 5–9, while the Shadowbend location 
features performing arts workshops for ages 
5–12. Prices and hours vary. 

camp allen
18800 FM 362 
Navasota • 936-825-7175 
www.campallen.org 

With more than 90 years of camp history, 
Camp Allen provides weekly summer camp 

sessions with horseback 
riding, archery, canoeing, 
lake activities, themed dance, 
arts and crafts, a ropes 
course and other games. From 
Saturday afternoon to Sunday 
morning, the camp provides 
air-conditioned cabins with two 
counselors per cabin, dining and 
nursing staff. Weekly sessions are 
from June 9–Aug. 15. Ages 8–18. 
$528 per session. 

camp olympia 

723 Olympia Drive 
Trinity • 936-594-2541 
www.campolympia.com 

Camp Olympia, providing summer 
camps since 1968, offers more than 40 
daily activities, including wakeboarding, 
golf, horseback riding, sports, and arts 
and crafts, as well as nightly programs 
and leadership activities. Camp Olympia 
provides medical care, nutritious meals and 
supervision from trained staff. The two-week 
sessions from June 9–22 and Aug. 4–17 are 
$2,975, while the three-week sessions from 
June 23–July 13 and July 14–Aug. 3 cost 
$3,985. $300 non-refundable deposit required 
for registration. 

This list is not comprehensive. if your business 
was left off, please email us at wdlnews@
impactnews.com and we will add it to our 
online edition.

creekside yMca 
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4840 W. Panther Creek, Ste. 211 | The Woodlands | 281-298-9434
1003 Longmire Road | Conroe | 936-756-1386 | www.LeikerOrtho.com

Orthodontics for ALL Ages!!!
• Growth & Development Program For Children Ages 7–15
• The LEADER in Lingual Braces - “Braces Behind the Teeth”
• Clear, “Mini,” & Invisible Braces
• Flexible Financial Payment Options Including No Money Down
• Most Insurances Accepted
• Before & After School Appointments

Credit cards accepted. 
Serving � e Woodlands / Conroe and 

Surrounding Areas Since 1994.

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE INITIAL EXAM !!!

New State-of-the-Art Building 
Opening Summer of 2013 

Located Right Next Door To 
McCullough Junior High School 

3-D Radiographic Imaging 
Computerized Records 

Accelerated Treatment Techniques

Dr. Brad Leiker
Orthodontic Specialist

25511 Budde Road | The Woodlands, 77380  | 281.292.6100 | www.brownstoneoffi cecondos.com 

Build Equity;{ {Providing today’s smart business owners with quality offi ce ownership. 
Don’t throw away money each month on rent. Call us and own today! 

NEW!
2,300 sq. ft. 

plan



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com38  FEatuREs

Compiled by Matt Stephens

Research Forest Dr. Green Bridge Dr. 

242

1488

Kuykendahl Rd. 

CORRIdOR

1 4

7

Across from the Alden Bridge village 
Shopping Center, the Plazas at Alden 
Bridge along Research Forest Drive just 
west of Kuykendahl Road features an 
array of consumer services and shops, 
as well as several restaurants, spas, 
doctors and medical providers.

Services

1  Snow White Cleaners at 8021 
Research Forest Drive, Ste. G, has been 
family-owned and -operated since 2006. 
Snow White Cleaners offers basic dry 
cleaning services to the Alden Bridge 
area. 281-298-4688

2  Hylai Taylor, a custom tailor and 
alteration shop at 8021 Research Forest 
Drive, Ste. E, has performed alterations 
on suits, gowns and other apparel since 
opening in the village of Alden Bridge 
about two years ago. 281-298-3604 

Beauty

3  The Woodlands Nail & Spa at 8021 
Research Forest Drive, Ste. B provides 
traditional nail salon services including 
manicures and pedicures. 281-298-1331

Dining

4  Dosey Doe Coffee at 8021 
Research Forest Drive, Ste. F, roasts its 
own blends daily with fresh ingredients 
from farmers all over the world. in 
addition to serving coffee, Dosey Doe 
doubles as a breakfast and lunch cafe 
with everything from waffles, pancakes 
and ham and eggs, to Argentinian 
empanadas, to sandwiches and soups 
for the lunch crowds. 281-465-8411.  
www.doseydoescoffeeshop.com

5  Kan’s Sushi & Steakhouse at 8021 
Research Forest Drive, Ste. F-1, has 
been family-owned and -operated by 

chef Kan Akiyuki Naka since opening 
in February 2012. Naka has been a 
Japanese sushi and Hibachi chef for 
14 years, and his restaurant serves 
a combination of sushi and sashimi, 
Hibachi meals, stir fry, and other 
Japanese cuisine for lunch and dinner. 
281-419-8605. 
www.kansushi.com 

Education

6  Kumon at 8021 Research Forest 
Drive, Ste. C, offers tutoring for 
students from pre-kindergarteners to 
high school seniors in subject matters 
from advanced calculus to reading 
comprehension to basic phonics. 
Founded in 1954 in Osaka, Japan, the 
Kumon Method of Learning has helped 
teach more than 16 million students in 47 
countries, focusing on self-learning and 
learning for life rather than tests.  
281-353-6925. www.kumon.com 

health

7  Peace, Love, and Herbs at 
8021 Research Forest Drive, Ste. C, 
opened in January 2012 and sells 
organic foods, supplements, vitamins, 
teas and essential oils for those who 
prefer holistic treatments and natural 
remedies for treating common ailments.            
281-419-8500.  
www.peaceloveherbs.com 

8  Healthy Pharmacy Solutions, 
an independent pharmacy, opened 
Dec. 19 in The Woodlands at 8021 
Research Forest Drive, Ste. D. With 
the company having more than 30 
years of pharmaceutical experience, 
the community pharmacy also 
offers compound prescriptions and 
immunizations, such as flu shots.  
832-585-0240.  
www.heatlhypharmacysolutions.com 

The Plazas at Alden Bridge II   The Woodlands
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Jason Bakker owns Peace, Love and herbs.

Dosey Doe serves coffee, breakfast and lunch.Snow White Cleaners offers basic dry cleaning.

 Take an ordinary journey to an extraordinary place!

Tuesday
March 12, 10am
Recipes From and 

For the Garden
Presented by: Judy Barrett

How to use the things you grow not 
only to make great food but also 
to repel pests, make your home 
cleaner, create great gifts and so 

much more.

281.351.8851 • 15635 FM 2920 • Tomball, TX 77377 
Open 7 days a week • www.arborgate.com

The Arbor Gate
More events & details available online

Saturday
March 9, 10am

Mighty Veggies
Presented by: Mark Brann, 

Conroe Greenhouse
Professor Seth Knight

MGCEU

Sunday
March 10, 9am

Citrus and Tropical Fruit 
Tree Sale

9am Free seminar 
Presented by: 

Heidi Sheesley, Treesearch 
Farms

10:30am Sale begins.

Saturday
April 6, 10am

How to Use Herbs
Presented by: Henry Flowers, 

MacAshan Gardens

Sunday
April 7, 11am

Bees, Butter� ies 
and Blooms

Presented by: Angela Chandler
MGCEU

Thursday
April 11, 10am

Small Flowering Trees
Presented by: Dr. David 

Creech, Stephen F. Austin 
State University

MGCEU

A Year of Herbs for Your 
Garden

Thursday
March 14, 10am

Class A
Saturday

March 16, 10am
Class B

Presented by: Ann Wheeler, 
Log House Herb Farm

Saturday
March 16, 2pm

Book Signing and Lecture
Presented by: Howard Garrett, 

The Dirt Doctor
John Ferguson, Natures Way 

Resources

Sunday
March 17, 11am

Make an Entrance
Presented by: Michael 

Shawn Kelly, Mirror Lake

Thursday
March 21, 10am
From The Garden 

To The Table
Presented by: Jeremy Kollaus 

& Chef Chris Crowder

Thursday
April 4, 10am

What’s New and Unique 
in the Plant World

Presented by: Rand Hopkins 
of Monrovia Nursery
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I AM
L ENT EN  S ER I E S

PALM SUNDAY  -  MaMaMarcrcrcchhhhh 24242424ththththhth @@@@@ 999999 &&&&& 1111111111 amamamamam

GOOD FRIDAY -  MaMaarccrchhh 292929299ththththth @@@@@@ 77777 ppppppmmmmmm

EASTER SUNDAY -  MaMaMaMM rcrcrcchhhhh 3131313131s tss ts ts t @@@@@@ 99999 &&&&&& 1111111111 amamamamamm

Receive a lenten 
devotional text on 

your phone!
Text your first & 

last name 
to 936-827-3168

I AM
L ENT EN  S ER I E S

8911 FM 1488  Magnolia ,  TX  77354
(832)  934-0100   www.wildwood-umc.org

PALM SUNDAY  -  March 24th  @ 9  & 11  am

GOOD FRIDAY -  March 29th  @ 7  pm

EASTER SUNDAY -  March 31st  @ 9  & 11  am

8911 FM 1488  Magnolia ,  TX  77354
(Down the s t reet  f rom Target . )

(832)  934-0100   www.wildwood-umc.org

Receive a lenten devotional text on your phone!  
Text your first & last name to 936-776-5514
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dININg dEvElOPMENT

REgIONAl
Abridged stories from our other editions

Pho Tomball

Commercial, residential 
development continues 
in Fairfield’s master plan
NORThWEST hOUSTON Since 
its inception, the 3,200-acre master-
planned community of Fairfield has 
seen the development of more than 
4,800 new homes, several public 
swimming pools, parks and trails 
along with its 15,000-square-foot 
athletic club. There is no indication 
further expansion is slowing down.

“Fairfield is on the rise,” said Tim 
Fitzpatrick, community development 
manager with Friendswood Develop-
ment Company, the developer of several 
master-planned communities within 
Houston. “Lot sales in 2012 topped 271, 
up 35 percent over 2011. Home sales in 
2012 were also up 35 percent. January 
sales thus far are up over 144 percent 
over January 2012.”
Various commercial projects are also in 

TOmBALL Between all the fried good-
ies, southern comfort food and Tex-Mex 
dishes, it can be easy for people who eat 
out in Houston to come to the conclu-
sion that tasty food cannot be healthy. 
However, a trip to the Pho Tomball 
Noodle House will quickly clear up those 
misconceptions.  
    The Vietnamese restaurant, which 
opened in January 2012, specializes in 
freshly prepared cuisine that is flavorful 
while also being light on grease and fats.

“I thought this would be a good way to 
expose people in Tomball to Vietnamese 
food,” said Rachel Tran, the Tomball 
resident who runs the eatery. 

“People appreciate that they don’t have 
to drive all the way to [FM]1960 or I-45 
to get good Vietnamese food.”

Pho is the Vietnamese dish consisting 
of broth, rice noodles, herbs and meat. 
Unlike other restaurants that may offer 
Americanized versions of Asian cuisine, 
Pho Tomball maintains an authentic 
Vietnamese menu.

“Everything is homemade and based on 
traditional recipes,” Tran said. “We hand-
cut the vegetables and meats and we wrap 
each of the egg rolls. We even grind the 
peanuts that we use to make the peanut 
sauce.”

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X

TOP STORIES

LaCenterra prepares for major expansion 
kATy More than 40,000 square feet of 
new retail space is slated to open this 
spring inside the mixed-use develop-
ment LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch—only 
a fraction of developer Vista Equities 
Group’s plans for expanding the center.   

The first phase of LaCenterra opened 
in 2007, several years after Vista Equities 
Group purchased the property in 2003, 
thinking the intersection of the Grand 
Parkway and Cinco Ranch Boulevard 
would serve as the main intersection in 
the community, said Woody Mann Jr., 
president of Vista Equities Group.

“The more we studied the market and 
the unbelievably strong demograph-
ics and residential growth, we saw a 
real void in the market for a high-end, 
mixed-used development that would 
combine retail, office and residential use 
and that would serve as a town center for 
the entire Katy and west Houston area,” 
Mann said.

LaCenterra has an existing 170,000 
square feet of retail space and 90,000 
square feet of office space, but Phase 2 
will add an additional 200,000 square 

feet of office and retail space in two dif-
ferent stages. 

“Phase 2 will encompass retail, office and 
residential components that will expand 
and complement Phase 1,” Mann said. 

LaCenterra has an existing 170,000 
square feet of retail space and 90,000 
square feet of office space. 
Full story by  Marie Leonard

The first portion of LaCenterra’s expansion is set 
to open this spring. 
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Hooks airport preps 
for traffic increase
TOmBALL With the incoming  Exx-
onMobil campus in Spring and the 
development of the Grand Parkway, 
growth initiatives at David Wayne Hooks 
Memorial Airport are taking off. Seg-
ment F2 of Houston’s third outer loop 
will swoop by the airport at Boudreaux 
and Stuebner Airline roads, provid-
ing easy access and making Houston’s 
northwest sector more attractive for 
business growth and relocation.

Hooks Airport General Manager Anto-
nio Merritt said improvement projects 
underway include upgrading security gates 
and cameras and renovating old hangers. 
There are also discussions of potentially 
leasing land to an aircraft builder, which 
would generate several hundred jobs. 

Situated on about 680 acres of land, 
Hooks—at 20803 Stuebner Airline Road—
has plenty of room to grow.

“What we are trying to do is make the 
airport available for more corporate use,” 
Merritt said. “We will also see a lot of 
increased traffic and use from ExxonMobil 

through their vendors and corporate 
flights.”

Increased traffic means job creation 
within the airport and more opportunity 
to grow, he said. Hooks is also looking 
to target international visitors—specifi-
cally from Mexico—to The Woodlands by 
forming its own customs. 

Now, Mexican flights have to stop at the 
Texas border before proceeding, and many 
stop at Hooks for fuel. 

Full story by  Carrie Thornton

45 59
249

290

The Woodlands

Houston

Spring

Tomball

249

249

Michel Rd.

                                                            Medical Complex Dr.

28145 Business 249, Ste. 2
Tomball • 281-255-5526
www.photomball.com
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–8 p.m.
Closed Sunday

The Fairfield Plaza Shopping Center will house several new dining and retail options.

progress following the opening of an 
H-E-B in the community last fall near 
Hwy. 290. Construction of the Fairfield 
Plaza shopping center behind the new 
grocery store initially began in 2008 
and re-convened in late 2012, and it 
is taking applications for tenants and 
buyers. 
 Situated at Fairfield’s main entrance, 
Stream Realty representatives said they 
expect the high amount of traffic flow 
and partially built condition to attract 
potential buyers and tenants. The strip 
center is estimated to cost about $2 
million and will contain more than 300 
parking spaces and 82,230 square feet 
of retail and dining space once com-
pleted.
 Adjacent to the Fairfield Plaza, the 
Simon Property Group has plans to 
build the Fairfield Town Center along 
Cypresswood Drive near Houston 
Premium Outlets, which is also owned 
by Simon Property. 
Full story by John Rigg

Tran said her philosophy in designing 
the menu was to focus on the three basic 
dishes in Vietnamese cuisine—soup, rice 
and noodles—and emphasizes quality 
over quantity. Most dishes are made with 
a combination of noodles, vegetables, rice 
and meat.

Full story by Shawn Arrajj
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kATy Like many Texas towns, Katy was 
shaped by the local discovery of oil and 
gas in the decade before World War II. 
Not only were some farmers the benefi-
ciaries of large royalty checks, but the 
completion of a landmark gas cycling 
plant caused Katy’s population to surge. 
As a consequence, farmers, ranch-
ers, store owners and service providers 
alike thrived as demand increased.

“The impact of the Katy Gas Plant 
on the city of Katy cannot be overesti-
mated,” said Carol Adams in “Historic 
Katy.” “It doubled the population in Katy 
from 400 in 1942 to 800 in 1943 … [and] 
funded the young Katy ISD.”

In February 1935, J.D. Rockefeller’s 
Stanolind and British-owned Amerada 
Petroleum made the first of many discov-
eries in the expansive Katy gas field.
Full story by  Nathaniel Stone

NORThWEST hOUSTON As Cypress 
continues to expand along Hwy. 290 
and toward the future Grand Parkway, 
the differences between homes in the 
eastern and western portions of the 
community continue to vary, rang-
ing from cost to available land to the 
amenities offered in communities.  

“I think within the next four or five years 
we’ll see quite a different landscape [in 
Cypress], in a good way,” said Jason Gracey, 
realtor with Re/Max Vintage. “By that time 
the Grand Parkway will be completed and 
much of Hwy. 290 will be, too. I think we’ll 
see the additional commercial and retail 
growth that will come with that.”

In the past 10 years, much of the popula-
tion growth in Cy-Fair has been in the 
western portion of the area. 

The population living within the 77433 
ZIP code grew by 1,064 percent and 
38,741 people between 2000 and 2010, 
according to U.S. Census Bureau data. 
About 30,000 new residents moved to the 
77429 ZIP code throughout the decade, 

bringing the population from 42,383 to 
72,264 individuals. 

“I think the potential growth out 290 
in the future is phenomenal,” said Susan 
Simpson, vice president of sales for Cold-
well Banker in Cy-Fair. “There’s more 
land toward Fairfield, and Bridgeland and 
Towne Lake are nowhere near to being 
completed.”

Citing reasons such as the neighborhood 
schools, amenities and easy access to Hwy. 
290, area realtors have seen a majority 
of interest in several of Cypress’ master-
planned communities, most of which are 
located in the western ZIP codes. 

“The trend for planned subdivisions 
and master-planned communities is 
that they aim to create lifestyles,” said 
Rob Cook, member and past chairman 
of the Houston Association of Realtors. 
“Developers are now realizing the value 
of creating a place where you don’t want 
to leave—you want to stay at home and 
enjoy the amenities.”

Compared to smaller subdivisions, 
master-planned communities can 
afford to build and create amenities on 
a larger scale, ranging from greenbelts 
and splash pads to amphitheaters and 

mixed-use space. 
“Those communities that can offer 

mixed-use areas with living, working 
and shopping are really what we think 
will continue to motivate buyers to buy 
in master-planned communities,” said 
Peter Houghton, vice president of mas-
ter planned communities for Howard 
Hughes, which owns Bridgeland. 

Full story by  Marie Leonard

TOP STORIES

HISTORy

TRANSPORTATION

IMPACTS

NORThWEST hOUSTON With the 
Hwy. 290 expansion project scheduled to 
take place over the next several years, the 
Texas Department of Transportation has 
begun to improve several intersections 
along the Northwest Houston corridor. 
TxDOT expects to have the entire Hwy. 
290 expansion project—split into three 
segments—underway by early 2014. As 
part of the ultimate plan, construction 
on six transportation systems man-
agement projects began in January. 

The intersections are scheduled to be 
completed by March 2013. Once com-
pleted, the interchanges will be built into 

the final configuration of Hwy. 290, said 
Karen Othon, TxDOT public informa-
tion officer.

“The intersection improvements 
were excellent candidates for the TSM 
program with the growth that is occur-
ring along Hwy. 290 in the northwestern 
part of Harris County,” Othon said. “We 
reviewed these improvements as a way to 
deal with the large amount of congestion, 
especially during peak periods.” 

Projects are underway beginning at the 
Hwy. 290 and Eldridge Parkway intersec-
tion and continue down to Fry Road.

These modifications are expected to 

reduce backups by allowing more 
vehicles to make different traffic move-
ments from the same lane, according to 
TxDOT’s design. Median modifications 
and dedicated left, right and U-turn 
lanes will be constructed at each of the 
targeted interchanges to increase traffic 
flow.

“Each intersection improvement is 
important as we are improving safety 
and moving more vehicles through the 
intersections,” Othon said.
Full story by John Rigg

TxDOT improves intersections prior to Hwy. 290 expansion project

Now Open
mAGNOLIA Magnolia Wood 
Mulch opened Feb. 4 at 30862 
Old Hockley Road, Magnolia. The 
business, run by Tom Thomson, 
offers wood chipping services for 
trees logs, brush and clippings. it 
also sells mulch, compost and a 
variety of soils and offers septic 
pumping services. 281-907-2333

TOmBALL Offering countertop, 
cabinet and flooring installation 
services, Kitchen and Bath Design 
Center opened at 30512 Hwy. 249, 
Tomball. The business offers granite 
countertops, as well as tile, laminate 
and carpet. Other services include 
sink installation and complete 
bathroom remodeling.  
281-849-4022.  
kitchenandbathroomdesigncenter.co

mAGNOLIA Dillon’s Gunsmoke 
celebrated its grand opening 
with the Magnolia Chamber of 
Commerce in early February at 
18434 Buddy Riley Blvd., Magnolia. 
The outdoor firearms supply center, 
owned by Matt ad Lynn Dillon, buys, 
sells and trades military surplus, 
firearms and ammo, as well as 
survival and outdoor supplies.  
832-521-3664.  
www.dillonsgunsmoke.com

kATy Katy Barrel Company 
debuted its first collection of 
furniture on Jan. 26. Owner Chris 
Atkin uses retired wine barrels to 
make furniture and home decor. 
Customers can customize pieces 
with different stains and sizes, 
and the company can replicate 
pieces as well. Atkin is seeking for a 
permanent location in Katy.  
713-899-7236.  
www.katybarrelcompany.com

NORThWEST  Little Eclectic 
House opened in late January at 
15515 Mueschke Road in Cypress. 
The locally owned and operated 
business offers furniture, home 
decor and upholstery, along with 
some clothing and jewelry items. 
281-256-6242.  
www.littleeclectichouse.com

NORThWEST Houston Alamo 
Drafthouse Cinema opened a new 
seven-screen movie theater Feb. 14 
inside vintage Park at 114 vintage 
Park Blvd., Bldg. H, Ste. J. The 
movie theater plays new releases 
and also hosts signature events, 
ranging from showings of the Rocky 
Horror Picture Show to sing-alongs 
and quote-alongs. 713-715-4707.  
www.drafthouse.com

Full stories online at impactnews.com

Katy Gas Feild

Residential growth 
shifts west

77433
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A decade of population 
growth in Cy-Fair

2010: 66,502
2000: 39,275

2010: 45,081
2000: 39,5205

During the last decade the largest population increases 
were in the western portion of the area where several 
large master planned communities were built.

2010: 35,326
2000: 27,070 2010: 45,847 

2000: 35,966

2010: 72,264
2000: 42,383 2010: 46,017

2000: 32,385

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Many workers at the Katy Gas Plant also lived on the 
premises with their families in employee housing.
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the Lone Star College campus, 
need to be considered, he said.  

H-GAC plan 
One of the Transportation Ad 

Hoc Committee’s initial goals 
was to develop a mobility plan 
that would be integrated with 
H-GAC’s 25-year Regional Trans-
portation Plan and four-year 
Transportation Improvement 
Plan to give The Woodlands the 
best chance of securing federal 
funding for projects. Although 
H-GAC’s study will focus on 
roadway enhancements in South 
Montgomery County, it will also 
examine transit concerns in The 
Woodlands. 

Bass and Long said they have 
no preconceived notions about 
how best to address congestion 
problems, but they believe all pos-
sible solutions will be included as 
part of the study.

However, Long said, the avail-
ability of funding will ultimately 
drive what happens with transit. 
Bass said The Woodlands is in 
good shape financially and could 
fund mobility projects if required, 
whether it be through available 
cash or through long-term debt. 
The goal, he said, is to leverage as 
much federal funding as possible 
and to not impact The Woodlands’ 
property tax rate. 

The H-GAC study will help 
prioritize transit and transpor-
tation projects in South Mont-
gomery County, ensuring  they 
are ready when federal funding 
becomes available, Long said. The 
study’s scope should be defined in 
March, at which time H-GAC will 
send out a Request for Qualifica-
tions to potential consultants over 
the next 30 to 60 days, Bass said. 

The selected consultants could 
begin the study in June or July 
with a six to 12-month timeframe 

Transit
Continued from | 1

to complete it before fall 2014. 
At that point, mobility projects 
will be placed on H-GAC’s 2040 
Regional Transportation Plan. 

Alan Clark, metropolitan plan-
ning organization director for 
H-GAC’s transportation depart-
ment, said projects receiving fed-
eral funding must be placed on 
a plan by the metropolitan plan-
ning organization.

“It’s to make sure that the gov-
ernments are in agreement on the 
projects,” Clark said.

Although H-GAC’s study may 
include mobility improvement 
projects and their likely costs, 
Clark said, it will not include 
detailed engineering analysis, 
which The Woodlands itself will 
likely have to provide following 
the study. 

Transit terminal
One project that could address 

some mobility concerns is a pro-
posed transit terminal and park-
ing garage in Town Center. 

Bryan Brown, vice president 
of projects and governmental 
affairs for The Goodman Cor-
poration, a transportation con-
sultant for the township, said the 
idea of a transit terminal arose 
from a study conducted in 2009 
and has evolved over the years, 
resurfacing in 2012. 

Brown said the project consists 
of three components: a transit 
terminal and parking facility 
with up to 600 spaces, pedestrian 
infrastructure improvements 
surrounding the facility, and an 
expansion of The Woodlands’ 
trolley system. 

The facility could serve as a tran-
sit hub, public parking garage and 
park and ride for the community, 
Brown said, although he believes 
reverse commuters could make 
transit more efficient as com-
muters from Houston would be 
shipped back and forth in addition 
to Woodlands commuters.

An expansion of the existing 
trolley service system proposed 
in the project would include ser-
vice to offices and apartments 
south to Timberloch Drive, 
north to the Pinecroft Shopping 
Center, and possibly to nearby 

hospitals and medical offices on 
and around Lake Front Circle. 

Pedestrian improvements in 
the project would include side-
walks, ADA ramps, pedestrian 
lighting and crosswalk enhance-
ments, Brown said. 

The initial study estimates a 
cost of about $12 million for the 
transit terminal based on a maxi-
mum of 600 parking spaces. 

About $3.5 million has already 
been secured for the project from 
TxDOT, while Brown said The 
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expanding Transit and Mobility in The Woodlands

2 lanes to 4 lanes

4 lanes to 6 lanes

4 lanes to 6 lanes

2 lanes to 4 lanes

4 lanes to 6 lanes

388,116 Riders  
in 2012

2 lanes to 4 lanes
4 lanes to 6 lanes

The Woodlands park and ride locations

Overpass

Direct connector

Road expansion

Creekside Forest Dr. 

Mobility improvement projects have been planned to accommodate 
growth in The Woodlands. This graphic shows proposed lane expansions 
and overpasses, as well as the location of the three park and rides. 
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terminal plan be updated in Janu-
ary to broaden the scope of mobil-
ity and transit needs in the com-
munity. 

Brown said an updated plan, 
in conjunction with H-GAC’s 
regional study, will only further 

help the transit terminal’s poten-
tial development. 

“We don’t want to move forward 
with the conversation until all 
stakeholders feel comfortable with 
it,” he said. “We want to make sure 
the plan is as correct as it can be.”

A parking lot adjacent to the 
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion 
has been considered as a poten-
tial site for the terminal, although 
Bass and Long said its location 
and many pieces of the project are 
not close to being finalized and 

Goodman Corporation is pursu-
ing another $1.7 million to $1.8 
million in federal money. How-
ever, he said securing that fund-
ing is “not a slam dunk.”

The Transportation Ad Hoc 
Committee requested the transit 

What projects do you believe will best enhance 
transit and mobility in The Woodlands?

Take the poll online at  
impactnews.com/wdl-poll
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Town Center Trolley Service

The Woodlands is considering expanding its trolley system to alleviate traffic 
congestion in Town Center. Below is the current trolley route, as well as pos-
sible expansion areas and a proposed site for a transit terminal. 

Existing trolley route

Existing trolley stop

Proposed trolley expansion
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50% of trolley operation costs are funded by The Woodlands’ taxpayers. 

0% of trolley system operation costs funded by fares. 
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Source: Brazos Transit District, The Goodman Corporation
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need to be examined as part of 
H-GAC’s study. 

“You don’t start with the tran-
sit garage and then say, ‘How do 
I justify it?,’ Bass said. “You start 
with what is the need and then 
does the need drive you to the 
required transit garage.”

Development Company plan
While growth in The Wood-

lands may have an effect on traf-
fic and congestion, the Develop-
ment Company has long planned 
for that growth with several 
mobility improvement proj-
ects, including the dedication of 
rights-of-way for lane expansion 
and overpasses. 

“If proposed improvements 
are implemented, the expected 
growth will not affect traffic con-
gestion,” Heineman said. “The 
level of service should improve 
from what it is today.”

Lane expansions and over-
passes in The Woodlands are 
planned, but Heineman said the 
timeframe depends on the avail-
ability of funding. 

However, some elements of the 
master plan are already in place 
to limit future traffic congestion, 
he said. The village centers were 
designed as nodes at the intersec-
tion of major thoroughfares, and 
the number of driveway accesses 
to major thoroughfares was min-
imized to create efficient signal 
synchronization and allow for 
higher speed limits. 

“The design of major thorough-
fares as parkways with forest pre-
serves and with limited private 
curb cuts increases the efficiency 
of the roadways compared to oth-
ers in the Houston area,” Heine-
man said. 
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to encourage its residents to 
spend time outdoors and to take 
advantage of the trails, parks and 
water features.

“We have hike and bike trails; 
we have parks throughout The 
Woodlands,” Welbes said. “But no 
village has the amount of linear 
connectivity. There is more of a 
park-like environment, more than 
any other village.”

Creekside Park features more 
than 1,850 acres of parklands, 
including the 72-acre lake and 
linear park at Lake Paloma and 
eight neighborhood parks. The 
village also offers direct access to 
the 1,700-acre George Mitchell 
Nature Preserve, and one of the 
most popular family destinations 
in The Woodlands, the Rob Flem-
ing Park and Aquatic Center.

“We saw an opportunity for the 
village to be developed and inte-
grated into a massive park and 
offer a lifestyle feature to this vil-
lage, which harkens back to a sim-
pler time when you might actually 
take your children on a walk and 
enjoy nature,” Welbes said.

Meanwhile, some of the home 
designs at Creekside Park also 
feature a look distinctive to The 
Woodlands, Welbes said, includ-
ing Americana-style architecture.

“The design set the stage to a 
sort of throwback kind of mind-
set, like some old towns and town-
ships in the northeast,” he said.

Residential development
 According to The Woodlands 

Development Company, the 
population of Creekside Park in 
2007 was 72. As more homes have 
been built and infrastructure has 
improved, that number increased 
to 3,979 in 2011. The Develop-
ment Company projects that by 
2016, population in Creekside 
Park will top 12,000. 

Nancy Decker Lent is the presi-
dent of the Creekside Park Village 
Association. She and her hus-
band moved to The Woodlands 
from Boston five years ago, hav-
ing bought a home in the Wilde 
Creek neighborhood.

“Every four to six months we 
have The Woodlands Develop-
ment Company give us an update,” 
Decker Lent said. “[Creekside 
Park] is just exceeding sales left 
and right. They can’t keep up with 
the demand. Every time you turn 
down a road, they’re putting in a 
new neighborhood.”

According to the Development 
Company, there are at least 10 
neighborhoods within Creekside 
Park featuring new home con-
struction. Welbes said that by the 

Creekside
Continued from | 1

time construction in the village 
is completed, Creekside Park will 
have more than 5,700 homes. 

Commercial development
Interest in Creekside Park has 

been high enough that the Devel-
opment Company has broken 
away from its traditional blue-
print in developing Woodlands 
villages. Typically, retail develop-
ment, such as that seen at each 
village’s shopping center, follows 
once the residential portion has 
been completed. 

“This time we will have retail and 
residential [development occur-
ring] during build out,” Welbes 
said. “The retail will get there while 
residential is being built.”

The Creekside Park Village 

Center will be along Kuykendahl 
Road in the middle of a divided 
section of the roadway. In Janu-
ary, the Development Company 
announced the village center’s 
anchor grocery tenant would be 
H-E-B. Then in February, it was 
announced that other tenants 
would include a Walgreens phar-
macy and Primrose School.

When completed, the Village 
Center will feature a town green-
style design with a restaurant and 
other retail and service amenities. 
In addition to the village center, 
interest from retailers and com-
mercial businesses operating in 
and around Creekside is growing.

Rob Banzhaf, managing prin-
cipal for Bandier Realty Partners, 
said much of what is likely to be 

developed in the area will be of 
the service industry type, such 
as medical, dental and insurance 
agencies. He said Bandier recently 
sold a parcel of land to a church 
that would likely serve a portion 
of the Creekside Park area.

“Basically The Woodlands 
[Development Company] con-
trols the supply right there, and 
they are just now getting to the 
point where they are offering 
retailers opportunities to lease 
space,” Banzhaf said. “So there is 
a pent-up demand. [The interest] 
is just crazy.”
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Homes sold: 455
Price points: $250s to $420s

1         Canoe Bend
Homes sold: 81
Price points: $310s to $360s

2         Paloma Pines
Homes sold: 29
Price points: $500s to $700s

4         Bacopa Bay
Homes sold: 52
Price points: $430s to $700s

5         Jagged Ridge
Homes sold: 296
Price points: $240s to $310s

6         Paloma Grove
Homes sold: 36
Price points: $600s to $900s

7        Spincaster North
Homes sold: 75
Price points: $400s to $600s

3

The Village of Creekside Park
The Village of Creekside Park has proven to be a popular destination for new home 
buyers. Featuring more than 1,850 acres of parks, lakes and ponds, the village features 
a distinctive concept focusing on natural preserves and home designs. This map shows 
the village’s amenities, as well as neighborhoods offering homes for sale.

Elementary schools Shopping complex Parksfire station Neighborhoods

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

www.PinotsPale� e.com/Woodlands • 3091 College Park Drive • The Woodlands, TX 77384

Join us for an unforge� able evening of fun, 
friends, and fi ne art where you enjoy the 
cocktails and we provide the canvases!

936-321-ARTS (2787)

Spring 
Specials

15%
OFF

Use the code:

SPRING 13
when booking a class online.

EXP: 4-30-13

Source: The Woodlands Development Company* Price points are in the thousands, homes sold since 2006
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Featured listings are randomly selected. If you are a real estate agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your commercial properties 
listed in our real estate section at no cost, please send property information and photo to wdl@impactnews.com. All listings will be considered for 
publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper. 

Commercial properties
The Woodlands

REAl ESTATE

Featured center Featured properties

2730 Technology Forest $22.00 sq.ft/yr                               
Total sq.ft. 32,000  Available sq.ft. 14,000
Agent: John Richardson, Open Space Advisors, LLC
713-805-1048

Technology forest 

4225 Research Blvd  $26.00 sq.ft/yr                      
Total sq.ft. 15,000   Available sq.ft. 1,480 sf
Agent: Paula McDonald, RE/MAX The Woodlands
936-203-0279

4840 W Panther Creek Dive  $17.50 sq.ft/yr
Total sq.ft. 30,000   Available sq.ft. 1,552
Agent: Jeff Beard, J. Beard Real Estate Co.,  
281-367-2220

Research forest Office Suites

3200 Research Forest Drive $18.50 sq.ft/yr 
Total sq.ft. 40,577    Available sq.ft. 8,468
Agent: Greg Usher, Cypressbrook Company
281-364-1777

Venture Tech II

1800 Hughes Landing Boulevard
205,341 sq. ft.
$27 - $35  sq. ft./yr
Colliers International
Norman Munoz 713-830-2136
Bob Parsley 713-830-2121

8-story Class A office building with adjacent parking 
garage offers high quality lobby finishes and rich exte-
rior construction. Situated in Hughes Landing on Lake 
Woodlands, within walking distance to planned board-
walk, retail, hotel, residential and restaurant amenities. 
Easy access to I-45 and Bush Intercontinental Airport.

Panther Creek Professional Plaza IIOne hughes Landing

Source: The Woodlands Development Company

  Woodlands Community 
Wine Dinner Sponsors • Golf Tournament Sponsors • Open House Sponsors • Public Relations Professionals

Class of 2013

We wish to thank the generous 

for your support of BridgingApps and what you have done 
for the special needs community of Montgomery County. 

Commissioner Craig Doyal
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For more information on these listings call:
Haley Garcia-Laubenstein

281.701.6174 heritagetexas.com

23 Lochbury Dr.
Gleannloch Farms | $795,000

28310 Whispering MapLe Way
Benders landinG est. | $695,000

27 spotteD FaWn ct.
the Woodlands | $470,000

East Shore
The Woodlands - 77380

Build-out year: Still building

Square footage: 2,018-9,078

Home values: $265,000 to $3,045,000

HOA dues (estimated): $360–$781/yr.

Nearby attractions: Lake Woodlands, Market Street, 
Tinseltown, Woodlands Mall, Multiple restaurants, 
Riverwalk

Property taxes:

Conroe ISD    1.2950%

Montgomery County   0.4838%

Montgomery Country MUD 60  0.2400%

Montgomery County Hospital  0.0745%

Woodlands Township   0.3250%

North Harris County Junior College  0.1210%

Total (per $100 value) 2.5393%

Market Data provided by 
Haley Garcia-Laubenstein

Signature Living Properties | Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

Homes on the market (As of Jan. 31, 2012)

Featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (Feb. 1, 2012–Jan. 31, 2013)

No. of homes for sale 35

No. of homes under contract 27

Average days on the market 127

No. of homes sold 22

Square footage (low/high) 2,124 / 7,030

Selling price (low/high) $42,6918 / $2,168,599

4  Bedroom/4.5 Bath, 7,266 sq.ft $2,290,000
Agent: Mariela Campalans, Keller Williams Realty, The 
Woodlands  281-364-1588

11 East Shore Drive

3 Bedroom/3.5 Bath, 4,194 sq.ft $1,030,000
Agent: Kathy Sexton, The Brownstone Group/Keller  
Williams  281-364-1588

52 North Bay Blvd

4 Bedroom/4 Full, 3 Half Bath $1,950,000
Agent: Michael Seder, RE/MAX The Woodlands & Spring
281-367-7770

11 East Bay Blvd 

3 Bedroom/2.5 Bath, 2,313 sq.ft $519,000
Agent: Barbara Fredricksen, Town Center Realty
281-528-5638

10 Wooded Park Place

REAl ESTATE

Market data
On the market  (As of March  1, 2013) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale/ Average days on the market

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or under 9/57 2/66 — — 25/47 36/99 18/52

$150,000–$199,999 2/20 7/48 1/1 4/81 18/79 55/96 14/68

$200,000–$299,999 5/54 9/47 14/35 15/49 19/87 54/60 30/40

$300,000–$399,999 3/51 10/77 5/20 14/91 12.124 29/87 35/79

$400,000–$499,999 3/99 10/13 4/83 4/49 — 5/64 19/112

$500,000–$599,999 3/87 2/17 5/70 1/41 1/173 — 7/54

$600,000–$799,999 8/184 6/90 17/61 1/19 1/169 14/72 38/58

$800,000–$999,999 4/108 2/75 19.14 1.358 — 3/254 15/101

$1 million + 16/148 9/91 36/165 — 2/538 2/20 23/194

Number of homes sold/Average price

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

Jan 2011 23/$446,064 36/$292,752 29-$515,066 13/$236,258 20/$178,341 49/$238,641 55/$301,360

Jan 2012 12/$363,158 23/$388,570 31/63,8992 8/$227,217 14/$140,108 30/$182,901 25/$259,463

Dec 2012 22/$523,428 44/$408,896 53/$438,843 15/$260,809 26/$173,668 53/$186,862 57/$427,633

Nov 2012 18/$326,933 45/$326,499 47/$376,253 23/$286,713 36/$181,902 65/$196,126 56/$313,937

Oct 2012 25/$289,898 52/$335,918 50/$435,475 15/$233,543 33/$233,543 38/$167,535 42/$262,295

Sep 2012 16/$263,821 49/$276,654 67/$412,770 21/$259,408 28/$172,930 70/198,840 45/$285,457

Aug 2012 30/$240,405 73/$294,963 97/$371,598 22/$226,727 20/$159,971 66/$154,309 62/$329,372

Jul 2012 11/$243,000 55/$358,539 77/$468,175 14/$264,858 25/$170,091 56/$181,560 45/$322,684

Jun 2012 14/$448,866 57/$361,117 110/$438,341 25/$262,566 28/$172,932 54/$164,926 52/$340,821
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print


