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Developers plan more than 7,000 new homes for Rayford Road corridor in the coming years

Southeast Montgomery County targeted as next major growth area

Research Forest Drive, Grogan’s Mill Road to see lane closures as new pipes are installed
By Matt Stephens

Construction could begin as 
early as May on the San Jacinto 
River Authority’s Groundwater 
Reduction Plan transmission line 
in The Woodlands, which will 
affect traffic flow on Research 
Forest Drive and Grogan’s Mill 
Road until the project is com-
pleted in 2014. 

The goal of the project is to use 
surface water from Lake Conroe 
to reduce the county’s depen-
dency on groundwater by 30 per-
cent by Jan. 1, 2016, plan admin-
istrator Mark Smith said. Once 
the project is complete, Conroe, 
The Woodlands, Oak Ridge 
North and unincorporated areas 
of south Montgomery County 
will receive a portion of the 22.4 
million gallons of daily pumped 
surface water from Lake Conroe. 

With a total budget of $500 mil-
lion, Smith said the project should 
cost about $488 million with the 
majority of funding coming from 
bonds issued through the Texas 
Water Development Board. How-
ever, the bonds are a debt that 

must be paid back through fees 
passed on to local water users 
over a 30-year term.

Without an additional source, 
Smith said, groundwater wells 
in the county’s Evangeline and 
Jasper aquifers will dry up as a 
result of area population growth.

“If you take the current 
demand and the projected 
demand, the projected demand 

By Brian Walzel
As The Woodlands nears its final phases 

of residential development, much of the pro-
jected growth in the southeast Montgomery 
County area is expected to be east of I-45 

has certain wells going dry,” 
Smith said.  “There’s not enough 
water in the aquifers to supply the 
demand that is projected. What 
this project means for Montgom-
ery County is that it keeps the 
county financially viable. It keeps 
the water resource the county 
needs to continue to grow.”

With construction already 
underway on the water treatment See Water | 35

See Growth | 36

capitalizing on the growth now or making 
plans for future development. 

According to a 2012 population and demo-
graphics survey conducted by Conroe ISD, 
throughout the next decade the Rayford Road 
corridor will house five of the top 10 fastest-
growing subdivisions in the district.

“With the construction of Grand Parkway 
and with the opening of ExxonMobil and 
Anadarko [expansion], and all the other com-
panies that have signed leases, there is a very 
strong job growth factor that is beginning,” 
said Jim Holcomb of Holcomb Properties, 
developer of Imperial Oaks. “In fact, it has 
already begun.” 

Holcomb said one of the reasons for the 
strong residential growth in the area is the 
success and reputation of Conroe ISD. The 

Toll Brothers home builders has purchased 692 acres along Rayford Road to build about 1,350 new homes.
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GROUNDWATER
1  Groundwater fills the voids, cracks and  

       openings in layers of rock, sand and soil  
       beneath the earth’s surface and is  
       replenished through rain.
2  Groundwater is pumped from a well  

       through aquifers, an underground  
       layer of water-bearing permeable rock  
       or unconsolidated materials like gravel,  
       sand or clay. 

Groundwater accounts for about 60 percent of 
the 16.1 million acre-feet of water used in the 
state annually. 

All public water used in Montgomery County 
comes through groundwater from the Chicot, 
Evangeline and Jasper aquifers. 

SURFACE WATER
3  Surface water comes from lakes, streams,  

       reservoirs and other water resources  
       above the earth’s surface.
Surface water accounts for 40 percent  
of the 16.1 million acre-feet of water used  
annually in Texas. 
No public water in Montgomery County  
comes from surface water resources.

plant in Conroe, Smith said, indi-
vidual sections of the 55 miles of 
pipeline will soon be reviewed by 
the SJRA board of directors and 
bid out to contractors. About 90 
percent of the design has been 
completed, and construction on 
pipelines to be laid in The Wood-
lands could begin in May. 

The entire transmission line 

The SJRA’s Groundwater Reduction  
Plan will need to pump 22.4  
million gallons a day from  
Lake Conroe to meet a  
30 percent reduction  
in groundwater  
usage in  
Montgomery
County by  
2016.

groundwater vs. surface water

along the Rayford Road corridor. The area has 
already drawn the attention of new Montgom-
ery County Precinct 3 Commissioner James 
Noack for its mobility challenges, and real 
estate and commercial developers are either 

SJRA pipeline construction will affect roads
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Homes within The Woodlands are constructed and sold by builders not affi liated with The Woodlands Development Company 
(TWDC) or any of its affi liates, companies or partnerships. Neither TWDC nor any of its affi liated companies or partnerships 
guarantees or warrants the obligations of, or construction by, such builders. Prices and specifi cations subject to change. Obtain 
the Property Report required by Federal law and read it before signing anything. No Federal agency has judged the merits or 
value, if any, of this property. Membership fees may be required. * According to RCLCO’s list of Top-Selling MPCs for 2012.  2/13

Homes priced from the $200’s to more than $3 million • 281-719-6333 • TheWoodlands.com
TAKE I-45 TO WOODLANDS PARKWAY, GO WEST ON WOODLANDS PARKWAY TO THE HOMEFINDER CENTER.

Come Home to the Best-Selling
Community in Texas*.

D.R. Horton presents Plan 2464, 
a one-story single-family home in 
the neighborhood of Timarron in 
The Woodlands’ Village of Creekside 
Park. Priced from $277,990, this home 
includes 2,464 square feet of living 
space, three bedrooms, study, dining 
room, numerous options, two baths 
and a two-car attached garage. For 
more information, visit The Woodlands 
Homefi nder Center today.

New Homes in Timarron Priced From the $260’s
Visit the 240-acre neighborhood of Timarron in The Woodlands’ Village of Creekside Park. Timarron offers new single-family 

homes by D.R. Horton and Ryland Homes, priced from the $260’s to the $430’s. Luxurious patio homes by Coventry 
are featured in the gated enclave of Timarron Lakes, priced from the $300’s to the $340’s. Additional patio homes by Darling 

and Ryland Homes will be coming soon. Seven-acre Timarron Park highlights a new water sprayground, Craftsman-style picnic 
pavilion, separate play equipment for older and younger children, a lighted basketball court, two lighted tennis courts, play fi eld 

and picnic areas. Discover the everyday pleasures of living in the Village of Creekside Park!

New Homes in Timarron Priced From the $260’s

Come Home to the Best-Selling
Community in Texas

Come Home to the Best-Selling
Community in Texas

Come Home to the Best-Selling
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St. Luke’s Performance Medicine, an outpatient  

department of St. Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital, is the only  

facility in North Harris County and Montgomery County to offer 

a full spectrum of sports medicine, physical rehabilitation and 

wellness – all under one roof. 

By combining advanced equipment and scientifically based  

exercise principles, St. Luke’s Performance Medicine has the  

ability to deliver measurable, objective and improved physical  

performance for AthElites who do what it takes to win.

Medical Arts Center III
17450 St. Luke’s Way, Suite 350

The Woodlands, TX 77384  |  936-266-3130
StLukesPerformanceMedicine.com

To learn more or to  
schedule an appointment, visit  

StLukesPerformanceMedicine.com.

Proud Sponsor of The Woodlands Marathon
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2010 & 2011

It’s more than just a name, it’s a way of doing business.

DWRConstruction.com
445 Spring Hill Dr. Spring, TX 77386

Visit our Showroom

Call Today for A Free 
At Home Estimate. 281.419.4144   936.271.5185

The Company
    That Does It All!

Exterior Services:
• Carports

• Patio Covers

• Sunrooms

• Screen Rooms

• Outdoor Kitchens

• Room Additions

• Garage Doors

• Stucco & Hardie Siding

• Roofing

• Windows

• Painting

• Fencing

CCall Today for A Free

• Painting

• Fencing

All offers subject to change.

12
MONTHS

NO INTEREST
If paid in full in

12 months

20%OFF
PATIO COVERS,
SUNROOMS

& ADDITIONS

Screen Rooms Room Additions

Outdoor Living

Patio Covers

Vi i Sh

Rayford Rd.

Spring Hills Dr.
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Oakhurs
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Residents who live 
on the east side of I-45 
along the Rayford Road 
corridor received their 
first Community Impact 
Newspaper a few weeks 
ago after we expanded 
our coverage to include 
Imperial Oaks, Legends, 
Fox Run, Benders Land-
ing and Harmony/Spring 
Trails. We added more 
than 12,000 addresses to 

our monthly mailing to include every home, apartment 
and business in this new coverage area.

Both of my sons bought homes in that area several 
years ago because they found the same quality hous-
ing, schools and safe neighborhoods they desired in The 
Woodlands at more affordable prices. They also enjoy 
easy access to the  shopping, entertainment and health 
care amenities that are available in The Woodlands.

Southeast Montgomery County could become the 
fastest growing area in our region because of Grand 
Parkway and its proximity to the new ExxonMobil 
campus. Residents are now seeing a boom in housing, 
additional retail and quality Conroe ISD schools.

We have received a wealth of feedback so far from 
residents of our expanded coverage area, from people 
who have story ideas that affect their daily lives, and 
from advertisers who want to reach all the recipients of 
our monthly publication. You will continue to see our 
hyper-local focus, and I urge you to let us know what is 
important to you. That is what has made our newspaper 
the fastest growing news media company in the state for 
the past three years.

FROm ThE GENERAL mANAGER

Jim Pollard
General manaGer

jpollard@impactnews.com
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John and Jennifer Garrett
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John and Jennifer Garrett began Community Impact 
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COmmUNITy FEEDBACk
TakE ThE pOLL LasT MOnTh’s pOLL REsuLTs

What type of development in the 
Rayford Road corridor are you most 
interested in seeing?

  Commercial development

  Single-family home construction

  Multifamily home development

  Mobility improvement projects

  Parks and recreation development

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

What new projects or initiatives do you 
think are most important for the continued 
development of The Woodlands?

Lower property tax rate

  42.22% 
Enhanced public safety

  26.67% 
Enhanced pedestrian and mobility projects in Town Center 

  17.78%
More and improved sports fields 

  6.67% 
Other

  4.44% 
More village parks

  2.22% 
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected Jan. 17–Feb. 6

Read this month’s story about development plans for the Ray-
ford Road corridor, then go online and take the poll.

Four our January 2013 edition, Community Impact Newspa-
per The Woodlands reported on the goals The Woodlands 
Township board of directors and its staff hope to achieve this 
year. We asked readers what they believed to be important 
issues the township needs to address in 2013. 
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4  Southern Home Furnishings 
II opened its second location in The 
Woodlands in December at 26211 I-45 N.  
The family owned business, which opened 
its first location in 2004, offers quality 
furniture and distinctive home accessories. 
281-419-8688.  
www.shfurnishings.com    
                                
5  Pep Boys opened a new location Jan. 21 

at 26030 I-45 N. Pep Boys is a full-service 
automotive repair facility for cars, trucks 
or SUVs. It offers services from check 
engine light diagnostics and tire repairs to 
car audio installations. Founded in 1921, 
Pep Boys has grown to more than 700 
locations in the United States and Puerto 
Rico.  281-298-8395. 
www.pepboys.com                

6  Madewell, located at 9595 Six Pines 
Drive, Ste. 640, had its grand opening 
Jan. 23. Madewell is a women’s retail store 
offering a variety of products, such as 
jeans, shoes, dresses and bags, along with 
personal styling sessions, shopping parties 
and monthly new collection events. 
832-585-0957. www.madewell.com                 

7  Independent financial planning firm 
Waterway Wealth Management provides 
financial planning, risk management, 
savings and investing and retirement 
planning for high-wealth individuals. The 
company opened in The Woodlands Town 
Center, at 21 Waterway Ave., Ste. 400.  
281-363-0000.  
www.waterwaywealth.com
                                        
8  Calypso St. Barth opened a 

Woodlands location in mid-November 
at Market Street, at 9595 Six Pines Drive, 
Ste. 420. This chic, upscale boutique 
carries clothing from resort-wear and 
fine cashmere to evening wear, as well as 
accessories, home furnishings and its own 
line of fragrances. 832-585-0155. 
www.calypsostbarth.com 

9  Home furnisher Soft Surroundings 
held a launch party in February at The 
Woodlands Mall, at 1201 Lake Woodlands 
Drive, Ste. 1190. Its first Houston area 

Now Open

1  Healthy Pharmacy Solutions, 
located at 8021 Research Forest Drive, 
Ste. D, opened its first location Dec. 19. 
In addition to pharmaceuticals, Healthy 
Pharmacy Solutions offers immunizations, 
vitamins, over-the-counter products, 
compound prescriptions and medicines. 
832-585-0240

2  Interactive shopping venue and home 
showcase MainStreet America opened 
at 18750 I-45, Spring, in January. For 
$10, guests receive a TED—an electronic 
device—to scan and view items from the 
12 fully-furnished model homes. The 
facility offers home improvement and 
cooking classes, as well as other events free 
of charge. 281-825-4429.  
www.mainstreetamerica.com

3  Cheap, Cheap Box Warehouse opened 
its first retail location Feb. 1 at 26333 I-45 
N., Ste. C in Spring. The business offers a 
variety of boxes for moving and shipping 
necessities, including packing and 
shipping supplies, bubble wrap, wrapping 
paper and dollies. The store is also a drop-
off location for FedEx and UPS services. 
281-651-2735.  
www.cheapcheapboxwarehouse.com

IMPACTS
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THEN...

Times Have 
CHanged

Handwritten reports, solving problems on a chalkboard and 
encyclopedias have been replaced in today’s classrooms

by iPads, SMARTBoards and search engines. 

Educational tools have changed for the 
better over the past 25 years and so has 
Cooper. New academic, athletic and fine 
arts facilities, record enrollment growth and 
state-of-the-art technology, to name a few. 
There’s more on the horizon with 
construction of a new building to facilitate 
additional K-4 enrollment openings for 
2013-14.  Join us at an upcoming Admission 
event and experience Cooper for yourself. 

www.johncooper.org

NOW...
TOURs:  Feb. 6 • April 10 or 
by appointment: 281.367.0900
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location, Soft Surroundings features 
collections for women including clothing, 
sleepwear, outerwear, swimwear, shoes,  
and jewelry. Home decor collections 
include items for bed and bath, furniture, 
window coverings, lighting and accents. 
832-585-5109. www.softsurroundings.com 

10  The new Pei Wei Asian Diner in The 
Woodlands Crossing Shopping Center, 
located at 10868 Kuykendahl  Road, Ste. 
E., held its grand opening Feb. 11. With 
more than 170 restaurants spanning 24 
states, Pei Wei cooks up Asian favorites 
from China, Japan, Vietnam, Korean and 
Thailand on 600-degree woks using fresh 
ingredients. 10868 Kuykendahl Road,    
Ste. E.  281-203-3080. www.peiwei.com

11  Harper’s Landing’s Easy Lane gas 
station and convenience store opened Jan. 
31 at 675 S. Trade Center Parkway. The 
4,000-square-foot store offers traditional 
convenience store drinks and snacks, 
as well as a fresh deli, 16 fountain drink 
flavors, slushy and milkshake machines. 
The station provides four gas pumps, each 
which offer diesel fuel. 936-273-5000. 
www.easylanestores.com  

Coming Soon

12  A New Balance store will open soon 
at 10868 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. B, in The 
Woodlands Crossing Shopping Center. 
New Balance sells men’s, women’s and 
children’s athletic shoes, clothing and 
accessories. Among the shoe styles the 
store offers are cross-training, walking, 
running, baseball, and track and field.  
281-298-0050. www.newbalance.com

13  On April 29, Twin Peaks Bar and 
Restaurant is scheduled to open a new 
location at 18310 I-45 S., Shenandoah. 
Twin Peaks offers comfort food such 
as hamburgers, nachos and appetizers, 
as well as beer, mixed drinks and wine. 
The restaurant features a lodge-style 
atmosphere with several high-definition 
TVs airing sports. 832-776-3114. 
www.twinpeaksrestaurant.com

14  Silver Creek Senior Living has 
purchased 6.5 acres at 9336 Vision Park 
Blvd. for a 75,000-square-foot assisted 
living facility. The facility will include 
88 units: 48 for assisted living and 40 for 
memory care for seniors with Alzheimer’s 
disease and other forms of dementia. 
281-773-5414

15  The gourmet Austin-based sandwich 
shop Schlotzsky’s will open a new location 
at 6209 FM 1488, Magnolia, in late March 
or early April. The menu offers oven-
toasted sandwiches, gourmet pizzas, soups, 
salads and a variety of desserts including 
cookies, brownies and cheesecake. www.
schlotzskys.com

16  Castle Dental will open a new location 
at 6209 FM 1488, Ste. A, Magnolia. The 
company has more than 70 locations 
throughout Tennessee and Texas and offers 
general, orthodontic and cosmetic services, 
as well as emergency appointments, 
surgery and dentures. Castle Dental 
accepts most insurance plans.  
www.castledental.com 

17  Construction on The Woodlands’ first 
Kroger Fuel Center at the corner of Bay 
Branch Drive and Kuykendahl Road will 
begin in April with a scheduled completion 
date of July 2013. The 1.79-acre fuel center 
will have 16 pumps. An 800-square-foot 
walk-in kiosk will serve drinks, food, 
snacks and automotive products.  
www.kroger.com

Relocation

18  Love Me Bougie moved to 31311 
FM 2978 in January. Graduating from 
1,200 square feet to 2,000 square feet by 
expanding into the neighboring suite at its 
strip center location, the store adds more 
space to sell its line of formal wear for men 
and women. 281-259-6006.  
www.lovemebougie.com

Anniversary

19  DAOS Printing relocated to its 
current location at 2408 Timberloch 

Place, Ste. A-1 one year ago. DAOS offers 
embroidery and screen printing services, 
including business cards, postcards, flyers, 
brochures, yard signs and car magnets. 
281-363-0651. www.daosbiz.com

20  Ace Chinese Restaurant is celebrating 
its 30th anniversary at its Panther Creek 
Village Center location, located at 4775 
W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 490. The 
restaurant offers traditional Chinese 
gourmet, primarily Szechuan and Hunan 
style, hand-made by its chefs. 
www.acechineserestaurant.com

Expansion

21  Memorial Hermann The Woodlands 
Hospital, located at 9520 Pinecroft Drive, 
has completed a 240,000-square-foot, $80 
million expansion. The addition includes 
eight new state-of-the-art surgical suites, 
pre-operation and recovery rooms. Four 
shelled floors will accommodate future 
growth and could include additional in-
patient beds, physician offices or post-acute 
services. 713-897-2300.  
www.memorialhermann.org

22  StoneBridge Church, located at 1 
Stonebridge Church Drive, held a grand 
opening Jan. 27 for its new children’s 
building. The lower half of the two-story, 
33,000-square-foot facility houses a Tree 
of Life play area, two open auditoriums, 
eight classrooms, a craft room and two 
porches. The 17,500-square-foot second 
story remains unused but will be necessary 
as the church grows. 281-363-9292.  
www.gostonebridge.com

In The News

The Woodlands Ice Rink, located at the 
Northeast corner of Six Pines Drive and 
Lake Robbins Drive, set a record for 
holiday skaters for the fourth consecutive 
year. The rink saw 49,318 skaters between 
Nov. 17, 2012 and Jan. 21, 2013, 75 percent 
of which were visitors from outside The 
Woodlands. The Woodlands Ice Rink will 
open again in November. 281-363-2447.  
www.thewoodlandscvb.com News or questions about The Woodlands? 

Email wdlnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Matt Stephens and Brian Walzel

Cheap, Cheap Box Warehouse opened its first 
retail store at 26333 I-45 N. on Feb. 1.

3

Memorial Hermann The Woodlands Hospital has 
completed a 240,000-square-foot expansion.

21

StoneBridge Church, at 1 StoneBridge Church 
Drive, as opened its new children’s building.

22

Soft Surroundings held a grand opening at The 
Woodlands celebrating the opening of a new  store.
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Heirloom Rugs Crafted for Future Generations | Expert Cleaning & Repair 
 Call Today for Pricing, Pick-up & Delivery Options

WHERE SERVICE IS ANeveryday affair
281-364-9799 | 1640 Lake Woodlands Dr. | www.WoodlandsRugGallery.com
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NCAA event expected to boost revenue
By Matt Stephens 

The 2013 NCAA Division III Swim-
ming and Diving Championships are 
coming to the Conroe ISD Natatorium 
and the city of Shenandoah from March 
20 to 23, bringing notoriety to the com-
munity and a potentially significant sales 
and hotel tax revenue impact. 

Shenandoah City Administrator Greg 
Smith said the event will attract hundreds 
of athletes, coaches and spectators from 
across the country for the week of the 
event as teams prepare for and compete in 
the championship meet.   

“The number of athletes, the number 
of families, the number of spectators that 
are going to be here will have a definite 
impact on this entire area,” Smith said. 
“This is really a regional event similar to 
the Ironman [Texas triathlon].”

Although Shenandoah Convention & 
Visitors Bureau Director Linda Woods 
could not provide an estimate of the 
financial impact to the city, she said the 
event will boost hotel occupancy tax, 
potentially filling the city’s more than 500 
hotel rooms, as well as retail shops and 
restaurants citywide. Smith said hotels 
in the city were booked quickly once the 
event was announced, but the effects are 
far reaching as hotels as far north as Con-
roe and as far south as Rayford Road have 
seen reservations increase. 

The natatorium seats about 900 and 
Smith said 50 percent of the event’s 
tickets were sold in the first 15 minutes of 
availability to teams across the country. 
Tickets go on sale to the public Feb. 18.  

“I do think there will be local interest 
from the community, whether they are 
swimmers in the local community or they 
are college alumni from that university or 
they are ex-college swimmers,” Smith said. 

Since the Conroe ISD natatorium was 
announced as the host, Smith said a 
number of other events have been booked 

at the venue and sometimes require two 
or three years advanced notice because of 
the facility’s popularity. 

CISD Natatorium Coordinator Sam 
Fruia said the complex hosts about 50 
events a year. Although the estimated 
400-plus athletes of the NCAA champi-
onships is not the largest event hosted at 
the natatorium, Fruia said it is the most 
notable. 

The average natatorium meet attracts 
about 700-900 athletes, while the Texas 
Aquatic Games—the natatorium’s largest 
event—attracts about 900-1,100 athletes 
every year, Fruia said. 

In addition to hosting CISD functions 
the venue has hosted meets for the South-
western Preparatory Conference and 
Texas Association of Private and Paro-
chial Schools, as well as the US Nationals 
for water polo and the sectional meet for 
the United States swimming team. He 
said the high school teams will not be 
affected by the NCAA meet, but CISD 
tries to attract big events while juggling 
school district meets. 

“The challenge comes with balancing 
the needs of the community with the 
school district and outside interests,” 
Fruia said. 

Aside from the economic boost, Smith 
said the notoriety from the event has a sig-
nificant impact on the city. He and Woods 
both said they hope to build a relationship 
with the NCAA and that the association 
will bring future meets to the community. 

“From our standpoint, this is the big-
gest event the city of Shenandoah has 
been involved in with the natatorium,” 
Smith said. “The NCAA blue disc is one 
of the most recognized logos in America. 
We’ve been able to use that disc on our 
website, on a lot of our stationary, and 
we are trying to build a partnership with 
the NCAA as a host city to host other 
national championships.”

TOURISM

C
o

ur
te

sy
 C

o
nr

o
e 

IS
D

The Conroe ISD Natatorium, at 19133 David Memorial Drive, will play host to the NCAA Division III Swim 
and Dive Championships in March. The event is expected to bring visitors to the city’s hotels and stores. 

Convenient care in your community.
Stay healthy this year. We treat a wide range of health needs, including 
acute and chronic illnesses, such as hypertension and diabetes.

From preventive medicine to treatment of colds and flu to well woman 
exams and physicals, you can count on us to care for your whole family.

Our dOctOrS will 
See yOu nOw.

Visit mhmg.memorialhermann.org for location 
details and to schedule your appointment.

Gary Mueck, M.D.
Family Medicine
Imperial Oaks

Lane Hart, M.D.
Family Medicine
The Woodlands

Sujatha Anand, M.D.
Family Medicine
The Woodlands

Bindu Sudhakaran, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Spring

Bhavna Reddy, M.D.
Family Medicine

Imperial Oaks

John Rogers, M.D.
Family Medicine

Executive Health
The Woodlands

Kent Erickson, M.D.
Family Medicine

Occupational Medicine
The Woodlands
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Construction nears on long-delayed 
Hwy. 242 flyover project
Commissioners approve developer, plans to begin mid-March

By Brian Walzel 
Work is expected to begin next month 

on two flyovers at the interchange of 
Hwy. 242 and I-45, a project that was 
originally approved in 2005 but has since 
faced a series of delays, mostly because of 
environmental clearance issues. Mont-
gomery County Commissioners Court 
approved Williams Brothers as the devel-
oper on the project at its Jan. 28 meeting. 
The approved construction cost for the 
project is $33.9 million.

Jennie Taraborelli, managing partner 
with Pate Transportation Partners, the 
consulting firm hired to work with the 
county on the project, said the county 
and the developers will meet in early 
March to discuss the development of the 
flyovers. 

“We will be ready to go to work right 
after that,” she 
said.

Construction on 
the two overpasses 
will take about 18 
months to com-
plete, Taraborelli 
said. The Hwy. 
242 flyover project 
was part of a $125 
million bond 
package approved 
by county voters 
in 2005 that was 
the first of its kind 
in the state. The program, known as 
“pass-through funding,” allowed coun-
ties to pass bonds for approved mobility 
projects for which they would later be 
paid back by the state.

“[The program] allows the county to 
sell bonds at today’s costs and today’s 
needs, as opposed to waiting,” said Pre-
cinct 2 Commissioner Craig Doyal.

The pass-through program included 

six projects: improvements to FM 1485, 
FM 1488, FM 1714, FM 3083 and the 
Hwy. 242 direct connect flyovers at I-45. 
All but the flyovers have been completed. 

“The [flyover] project had been delayed 
because of environmental clearance,” 
said Sen. Tommy Williams, R-The 
Woodlands. “[The project is] really what 
I would put in the ‘past due’ category.”

The goal of the flyovers is to ease traffic 
congestion at the I-45/Hwy. 242 intersec-
tion.

“Traffic tends to back up at that 
intersection,” Doyal said. “If we can get 
people through that intersection, [the 
flyovers] will alleviate much of that traf-
fic jam.”

According to a traffic study conducted 
by The Woodlands Development Com-
pany, more than 50,000 cars per day 

travel through the 
intersection.

“If it’s not the 
most congested 
intersection in 
Montgomery 
County, it’s one of 
the most con-
gested,” Williams 
said.

As a result of the 
delays, the project 
saw a substantial 
increase in costs, 
as much as 20 per-

cent more than what was originally cited 
by project engineers, Williams said.

In addition to environmental clear-
ance delays, several other factors have 
led to the cost increase including recent 
significant projects being approved by 
the Texas Department of Transportation, 
Taraborelli said. 

“You are seeing an increase in mate-
rial costs, tightening of resources in the 

TRANSPORTATION

Construction is expected to begin in March on two direct-connect flyovers at I-45 and 
Hwy. 242. The goal of the project is to ease traffic congestion at the intersection of the 
two roadways. Both of the flyovers will be tolled and construction is expected to last 
about 18 months.

Source: Montgomery County

Planned Flyovers

Projected future flyover

242

242

45

Hwy. 242/I-45 FLyOVER pROJEcT

construction industry and the way this 
is being constructed, we have a very 
restricted traffic control plan,” she said.

The project was in danger of either 
experiencing more delays or being 
scrapped altogether before local leaders 
came to its rescue at the end of 2012.

“[Former Montgomery County] 
Commissioner Ed Chance, along with 
people managing pass-through tolling 
explained the problem, and we went to 
TxDOT to free that project up,” Williams 

said.
The county will pay for the initial costs 

and will later be reimbursed by the state 
over a period of about 10 years based on 
traffic counts along the new roadway, 
Taraborelli said.

“It is very likely Montgomery County will 
get paid back in that 10-year time frame, but 
not sooner than 10 years,” she said. 

Once opened, the flyovers will each 
be tolled. Taraborelli said the cost of the 
tolls has yet to be determined.

“Traffic tends to back 
up at that intersection. 
If we can get people 
through that intersec-
tion, [the flyovers] will 
alleviate much of that 
traffic jam.”

— Craig Doyal, Montgomery County 
   Precinct 2  Commissioner
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Creekside Park village center
lands H-E-B as anchor tenant
Last village center expected to open by mid-2014

By Brian Walzel 
The Woodlands Development 

Company announced Jan. 17 
the grocery store tenant for the 
Creekside Park Village Center, 
the final village to be developed 
in The Woodlands. 

H-E-B was announced by the 
Development Company as the 
major tenant, making the Creek-
side Park location the fourth 
store in The Woodlands. 

“Based on [H-E-B’s] long-run-
ning success in The Woodlands, 
we know they will undoubtedly 
continue to serve the community 
and add to the rich amenities 
planned for this center,” said Alex 
Sutton, president of The Wood-
lands Development Company. 

A construction date for the 
store has not been announced, 
but Susan Vreeland-Wendt, direc-
tor of marketing for the Develop-
ment Company, said the store 
would be completed in about nine 
months. 

Now that H-E-B has been 
named as the anchor tenant, 
more announcements regarding 
tenants could be made soon. The 
Development Company is cur-
rently pre-leasing for the center 
and expects tenants to occupy 
the facility by mid-2014.

“There are already quite a 
few transactions in negotia-
tion at this time, and we expect 
the H-E-B announcement to 
be the stimulus for even more,” 
Vreeland-Wendt said. 

Once construction on the 
village center begins, the project 
could be completed in about a 
year, she said. 

According to the Develop-
ment Company, the 100-acre 
village center will be one of 
the most scenic neighborhood 
centers developed within The 
Woodlands. 

“The Creekside Park Vil-
lage Center harkens back to 
the small towns in Texas and 
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An artist’s rendering of the Creekside Park Village Center features the village green concept and an open-air design.

around America where com-
mercial businesses surrounded 
a small public park know as the 
‘town square’ or ‘village green,’” 
Vreeland-Wendt said.

The shopping center will fea-
ture a village green that includes 
a tree-lined park and water fea-
ture, a 4,300-square-foot glass-
walled restaurant, 52,000 square 
feet of retail space, and 28,000 
square feet of office space. Other 
tenants may include a drug store 
anchor, professional offices and 
other retail developments. 

The design of the thorough-
fares around the Creekside Park 
Village Center are distinctive 
in The Woodlands, with the 
north and southbound lanes of 
Kuykendahl Road being split 
and the village center located in 
the middle.

“By splitting Kuykendahl 
Road into two narrow one-way 
roads, a stronger pedestrian 
connection will be maintained 
across Kuykendahl Road, link-
ing both sides of the village and 
strengthening the linkage to the 
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Creekside  Forest Dr. 

 W. New Harmony Trail

Mitchell Nature Preserve and 
now the village center,” Vree-
land-Wendt said.

Put the power of a 
conversation to work 
on your finances

Receive a discount of up to $20 on TurboTax® products when you meet with a banker*

The start of the year is the perfect time 
to sit down with a Wells Fargo banker to 
take a look at your finances and figure 
out where improvements can be made. 
One quick and easy discussion about 
your priorities and goals can help you take 
control of your finances and create the year 
you’d like to have. Call 1‑800‑WFB‑OPEN 
(800‑932‑6736) or stop by to start a 
conversation today.

*The TurboTax discounts are as follows: $10 off TurboTax Online Deluxe (Online Federal and desktop download); $15 off TurboTax Premier (Online Federal and desktop download); $20 off TurboTax Home 
& Business (Online Federal and desktop download); and $20 off Business (desktop download only). At the end of your meeting or call with the Banker, you will receive a card with a link to the offer 
website to take advantage of this discount. You are responsible for any fees or charges in excess of the discount value. Promotion ends 04/15/13 and discount must be redeemed by 10/15/13. Limit one 
discount per person. Terms, conditions, features, availability, pricing, service and support options for TurboTax products subject to change without notice. You are responsible for determining whether 
any information, product or service is appropriate or suitable for you based on your objectives and personal and financial situation. You should consult an attorney or tax professional regarding your 
specific situation and requirements. All rights reserved. Intuit, TurboTax and TurboTax Online, among others, are registered trademarks and/or service marks of Intuit Inc. in the United States and other 
countries. Other parties’ trademarks or service marks are the property of their respective owners.
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CITy & TOWNSHIP
News from The Woodlands, Shenandoah and Oak Ridge North Compiled by Matt Stephens

CB&I announces $35 million expansion

City continues with Vision Park development

Construction to begin 
soon on groundwater 
storage tanks

ThE WOODLANDS Chicago Bridge 
& Iron has announced a $35 million 
expansion for its facility at 2103 Research 
Forest Drive, which will accommodate at 
least 200 full-time equivalent jobs. The 
planned completion date is Dec. 31, 2014. 

The facility’s expansion can accom-
modate up to 600 employees and could 
increase the number of staff to more than 
1,000 in The Woodlands. The expansion 
includes a 150,000-square-foot building, 
a new parking garage and an additional 
floor to the existing parking garage. 

“I am pleased we are growing our 
presence in Montgomery County and 
are able to contribute to the job growth 
in the area,” said Philip K. Asherman, 
president and CEO of CB&I. “This 
expansion is due to our company’s 
growth and continued commitment to 

the local community. The Woodlands 
has been our home since 2001, and we 
look forward to continuing our strong 
relationship with the county leaders and 
local residents who have made this one of 
the fastest growing communities in the 
country.” 

The township Board of Directors 
approved a 100 percent, 10-year tax 
abatement for the planned facility at its 
Jan. 17 meeting. The abatement agree-
ment was previously approved by Mont-
gomery County Dec. 17. 

CB&I, one of the world’s leading engi-
neering and construction companies, 
was the 17th largest non-retail employer 
in South Montgomery County as of Janu-
ary 2012 with 378 employees, accord-
ing to The Woodlands Area Economic 
Development Partnership. 

ShENANDOAh Development con-
tinues around Vision Park Boulevard, 
where the Shenandoah City Council has 
approved road construction improve-
ment contracts and special use permits 
for businesses in the area. 

The City Council approved a construc-
tion contract for Pine Forest Drive at a 
Jan. 9 council meeting, a 200- to 300-
foot road that will connect Vision Park 
Boulevard south to the Pine Forest Office 
Park development. The $460,000 road 
project will be funded by the developer 
of the office park, while the city is paying 
about $50,000 for median improvements 
and striping to Vision Park Boulevard, 
City Administrator Greg Smith said. 

“It’s something that has been planned 
for a while and it’s going to open up 
traffic flow of the new development of 

Vision Park,” Shenandoah Mayor Wes 
Stephens said.

Smith said construction on the road 
could begin once the developer depos-
its money for the project, but he could 
not make an estimation. Byron Bevers, 
Shenandoah public works director, said 
construction would take 120 days, but 
Smith said he believes the road will likely 
be completed before the completion of 
the office park. 

Pine Forest Office Park will be south 
of Reliant Rehabilitation Hospital and 
house several 5,000-square-foot office 
condo buildings for lease. Smith said 
some offices could be completed and 
leased in Pine Forest Office Park by the 
end of 2013, but the entire Vision Park, 
which includes multiple developments, 
could take three to five years to complete. 

OAk RIDGE NORTh Oak Ridge 
North city staff and engineers met in 
January with contractors to discuss 
the installation of groundwater storage 
tanks for the city’s water supply. 

City Engineer Ed Shackelford said 14 
contractors and three subcontractors 
attended the meeting, but many had not 
reviewed information on the project and 
requested additional time before making 
bids. Bids were initially to be voted on 
by the City Council Jan. 28, but Shack-
elford said the delay could provide the 
engineers time to offer lower bids. 

The base bid includes the installation 
of 32-foot tall tanks, while alternate bids 
will be received for 24-foot tanks and 
several other possible additions to the 
project, City Manager Vicky Rudy said. 
About $3.1 million has been budgeted in 
2013 for the project, which will replace 
the current 40-year-old storage tanks, 
Rudy said. 

“It’s essential to have water, and 
water’s essential for life,” she said. 

Shackelford said the contracts could 
be completed in two weeks following 
the council’s approval of a contractor. 
He said submittals would take 60-90 
days and the installation of the tanks 
could begin in May. 

The city has also seen movement 
on its comprehensive plan, which will 
address the city’s public spaces, a free-
way commercial strategy and economic 
development. Economic Development 
Coordinator Susan Cates said the Com-
prehensive Planning Advising Com-
mittee would examine aging residential 
areas in February and how to manage 
the influx of a younger population. 

Cates said the city has also been in 
discussions with potential retailers. 

Task force meetings with residents will 
be held Feb. 26 to discuss various areas of 
the comprehensive plan, Rudy said. 

A location for the meeting had yet to be 
determined prior to press time, but will be 
made available on the city’s website.

She said she expects to make progress 
in February and for the task forces to have 
an early draft by late February or early 
March. The council could have a plan in 
place in April or May, Rudy said.

The woodlands Township
2801 Technology Forest Blvd.
281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

feb. 21, 9 a.m., feb. 27, 6 p.m.

city of oak ridge north
Williams Memorial Council Chambers
27424 Robinson Road
281-292-4648
www.oakridgenorth.com

feb. 25, march 11 7 p.m.

city of shenandoah
Shenandoah Municipal Complex
29955 I-45 N.
281-298-5522
www.shenandoahtx.com

feb. 27, march 13 7 p.m.
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Chicago Bridge & Iron will expand its Woodlands campus to include an additional 200 jobs.

Tweetings
For instant coverage of 
these meetings, follow 
us on Twitter 
@impactnews_wdl

Tweetings

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL OF
PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Etiquette in the Workplace

Social Side of Business

Communication Etiquette

Organizational Skills

Dining Etiquette

Powerful First Impressions

Interviewing Skills

Public Speaking Like a Pro

If a career in Real Estate, Loan 
Originator, Inspection or Appraisal 
interests you, give us a call or go to 
ChampionsSchool.com and learn more 
about becoming a licensed professional. 

Classroom | Correspondence | Online

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL  
OF REAL ESTATE®

ChampionsSchool.com
TREC #0005 Open to the Public

Call a Campus Today!
Houston Galleria
713-629-4543

Houston North 
281-893-4484

Houston West
281-496-7386

Register Now: 888-335-6767
www.TheChampionsProfessional.com

Grow Professionally 
with Champions
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Tweetings

Bay Area

Katy

Texas Medical Center
Sugar Land

The Woodlands

FindYourMDAnderson.comAppointments Available 713.745.9940

in The Woodlands
Making Cancer History®

MD Anderson is Making Cancer History® in The Woodlands.  
Our team of the world’s leading cancer experts is focused 
only on you and your cancer. We can guide you through 
advanced MD Anderson treatment options including surgery, 
radiation, chemotherapy, clinical trials and support services. 
We’ll customize a plan just for you and keep you close to your 
friends and family. Choose MD Anderson in The Woodlands. 
Find Your MD Anderson today.

Facebook.com/MDAndersonTheWoodlands
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from 83rd Legislative Session

By Karen Brooks Harper 
Capitol Correspondent

Legislators take on illegal immigration
Banning taxpayer-funded day labor 

sites and stripping undocumented college 
students of their access to in-state tuition 
are among proposals in the Texas Legisla-
ture that seek to limit the effects of illegal 
immigration.

But even as they are filing, Republican 
lawmakers, who have a majority in the 
House and Senate, said they are mindful 
that attempting to supersede federal law 
could bring about lawsuits and alienate 
Hispanic voters—while having no real 
impact in the Lone Star State. 

State’s authority
So far, the bills that have been filed are 

largely limited to things the state can do, 
instead of bills that send strong anti-
illegal immigration messages but cannot 
be enforced by the state, such as stripping 
birthright citizenship for children born in 
the U.S. to undocumented parents, a bill 
that failed last session.

“It’s a different conversation for Repub-
licans to have, and it’s a new conversa-
tion to have,” said Rep. Larry Gonzales, 
R-District 52.

A bill banning so-called sanctuary 
cities that was a priority for Republican 

leaders last session had not yet been filed 
as of the first week of session.

The bill would have stripped funding 
from cities that appear to flout immigra-
tion laws—such as forbidding local police 
from asking for proof of citizenship. But 
its author now says she has other priori-
ties with regard to immigration.

“Border security and public security as 
a whole is my No. 1 priority,” said Rep. 
Debbie Riddle, R-District 150, adding 
that a ban on sanctuary cities is hard to 
enforce because those cities don’t typi-
cally put such policies in writing. “The 
bottom line is, making sure that the safety 
and security of the people of Texas is well 
established must be our No. 1 priority. If 
we don’t do that, well, there isn’t much of 
a No. 2 priority.”

Another bill that could be filed is a 
requirement that all businesses use the 
federally recognized E-Verify system 
to make sure their employees are in the 
nation legally. The bill was filed last ses-
sion by Rep. Paul Workman, R-District 
47, but died in committee.

Robert Biles, political science profes-
sor at Sam Houston State University, said 
there are obstacles to anti-immigration 

bills passing, such as the state’s grow-
ing Hispanic population. Biles said 
the state’s conservatives have not been 
particularly anti-immigration in the 
past, but the influence of the Tea Party 
and more extreme leaders could force the 
passage of anti-immigration legislation 
outlawing taxpayer-funded day labor 
sites and in-state tuition for undocu-
mented college students. 

“You’ve got such a strong conservative 
and anti-immigration population in the 
Legislature that you’d think any [anti-
immigration bills] have a possibility of 

passing,” he said. “Usually these kind of 
bills wind up being dangerous to not only 
illegals, but also legal Mexican Americans 
in the state.”

Texas has become a major corridor of 
entry for undocumented immigrants, Biles 
said, but many of them contribute to the 
state’s economy, including children who 
grow up and are educated in the state. 

“We’re just shooting ourselves in the 
foot by saying we don’t want these kids to 
have an education,” he said. 

Additional reporting by Matt Stephens

ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS IN TEXAS CONTRIBUTE AN ESTIMATED

ANNUALLY TO THE GROSS STATE PRODUCT

ILLEGAL 
IMMIGRANT
POPULATION

1.6 Million
ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT 
POPULATION IN TEXAS

ESTIMATED

ESTIMATED PERCENTAGE OF THE 
TEXAS WORKFORCE IN 2010 THAT WAS 
COMPOSED OF ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS

ESTIMATED ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT 
POPULATION NATIONWIDE

11 million–20 million

$17.7 billion 9%

Estimates put the 
illegal immigrant 
population in Texas 
at around 1.6 million, 
more than any other 
state except California.

Proposals to reduce the number have ranged from 
creating a guest worker plan with a path to citizenship 
to an outright mass deportation. 
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936-447-2800 · WoodforestTx.com
Homes from the $160s to $1 Million+

Coventry Homes
Darling Homes

DR Horton
Highland Homes

Jeff Paul Custom Homes
Lennar Homes

Newmark Homes 
Partners in Building

Perry Homes
Ryland Homes

Sullivan Signature Homes
Tom Cox Jr. Custom Homes

Village Builders

When it comes to master-planned communities in Montgomery County, 
Woodforest has something for everyone. With a 27-hole golf course for 
mom and dad. Parks, playgrounds and a splash park for the kids. Miles

of hike and bike trails for the whole family. And shopping, dining,
entertainment and recreational activities - all just minutes away.

Woodforest has a beautiful array of new homes priced to suit every 
lifestyle. You’ll find patio homes, homes with golf-course and lake 

views, and amenity-filled custom homes on up to one-acre homesites.  
Woodforest – The breath of fresh air you’ve been looking for.

Where life Grows.

f

*Based on the number of new home sales in 2012, Metrostudy and RCLCO. As with any 
financial decision, buyers are encouraged t    o do their own due diligence when selecting a home 
builder. Woodforest makes no representation or warranties on the quality of the homebuilders. 
Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. Realtors Welcome. 2/13

Ranked 7th in Houston 
and among the nation’s

top-selling communities*

10003 Woodloch Forest Dr. • Suite 210 • The Woodlands, TX 77380

281-367-1222 • www.thestrongfirm.com

PERFORM
AT YOUR BEST
Low T Therapy

$399
- Includes Of� ce Visit, Initial blood test
- 2 months of testosterone therapy
- Increase Strength and Endurance
- Increase Libido & Sexual Desire
- Enhance Mood & Well-Being
- Increase Lean Muscle Mass, Increase Energy

GUARANTEED RESULTS on your 
� rst visit or it’s FREE

• Erectile Dysfunction and         
Premature Ejaculation

WOODLANDS: 832-510-2777
1011 Medical Plaza Drive, Suite 230

HOUSTON: 713-588-1416
2630 Fountain View Drive, Suite 409

MensClinicsofAmerica.com
Improving Men’s Health And Performance

Only 
$99
Only 
$99
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16 Rummage Sale 
The sale is organized by Lone 

Star Animal Welfare League, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to promoting healthier 
lives for pets in the community and a better 
existence for homeless animals. Assorted 
items for sale include furniture, tools, 
small appliances, clothes, books, toys and 
jewelry. Money raised supports the Fixing 
Montgomery County spay/neuter program 
and SOS Labs rescue program. 8 a.m.–2 
p.m. Robinson Road Community Center, 
27434 Robinson Road, Oak Ridge North.  
www.thewoodlandsdogparkclub.org

16 Gardening  101
The class teaches about gardening 

and common gardening problems featuring 
authors of landscaping and gardening books. 
The event also includes a book signing 
featuring Kathy Adams Clark, Gary Clark 
and Brenda Beust Smith. 9 a.m.–noon. Free.  
The Woodlands Township, 2801 Technology 
Forest Blvd. 281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

18 Leadership Montgomery 
County Golf Tournament 

Benefiting the BridgingApps project, the 
event helps educate and unite the special 
needs community in Montgomery County. 
Prizes are awarded for closest to the pin 
and longest drive. Lunch is served. 11:30 
a.m. $150 (individual), $500 (team of four). 
Palmer Golf Course at The Woodlands 
Country Club, 100 Grand Fairway Drive.  
www.LMCforBridgingApps.org

19 Understanding a heat wave 
The Woodlands G.R.E.E.N. hosts 

Texas Climate Issues: understanding 
the 2011 Texas Heat Wave with special 
guest John Nielsen-Gammon, Texas State 
climatologist. G.R.E.E.N. promotes natural 
resource conservation, recycling, solid 
waste reduction and safe and sensible 
care of air and water resources. The 
organization presents a series of evening 

February

14 Love is in the Air
Pinot’s Palette presents a 

valentine’s Date Night event with a 
complimentary glass of wine and 
chocolate while you paint. 7-9 p.m. $38. 
Pinot’s Palette, 3091 College Park Drive, 
Ste. 123, The Woodlands. 936-321-2787.  
vwww.pinotspalette.com/woodlands

14 Valentine’s Day Cruises
The Woodlands Waterway Cruisers 

offer valentine’s Day cruises for couples 
looking for a distinctive valentine’s 
experience. Catered by Landry’s Seafood, 
the cruises feature five courses and wine 
for couples to enjoy cruising along The 
Woodlands Waterway. Each trip lasts about 
two hours. 6:30 p.m., 7:30 p.m. (boarding 
times). $300 (per couple), reservations are 
required. Landry’s Seafood, 1212 Lake 
Robbins Drive, 281-363-9750.  
www.thewoodlandswaterwaycruisers.com

14 through 23 
“The Great Male Order Sting  

of Indianola” 
The Old West Melodrama theater presents 
this Civil War-era theatrical performance, 
based on Joe Cole and Jennifer Adam’s 
original play, when the Civil War is nearing 
its end. The story features young and lonely 
widows, left to look after themselves and 
evading men seeking to hustle them. 7 p.m. 
(pre-show and dining), 8 p.m. (showtime). 
$11–17, free for children under 4.  Puffabelly’s 
Old Town Spring, 100 Main St., Spring.  
713-364-9190. www.oldwestmelodrama.com 

14 through March 24  
Baker Street Idol

The Woodlands Baker Street hosts its 
first Baker Street Idol singing competition. 
The amateur singing event is a six-week 
competition and features a $500 grand prize. 
Each competition is judged by teachers and 
students from School of Rock music school 
in The Woodlands. Auditions are held Feb. 
10, qualifying rounds Feb. 17–March 10 and 
finals March 24. Baker Street Pub & Grill, 
25 Waterway Ave., Ste. 100. 281-362-7431. 
www.sherlockspubco.com

16 Kids Running for Kids
Children in grades first through 

sixth participate in a 1-mile race benefiting 
Conroe ISD’s Read for a Better Life program, 
which promotes reading and learning among 
students of all ages. Everyone who attends 
is encouraged to bring a book for donation. 
There is no entry fee for the parents of a race 
participant. Participants will receive a race 
t-shirt, a finisher’s medal and official race 
photography. 7:30 a.m. $30. Market Street, 
9595 Six Pines Drive. 281-706-7474.  
www.kidsrunningforkids.com

CALENDAR
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Through March 3 
“The Drowsy Chaperone”
Stage Right of Texas presents the 

Tony Award-winning musical comedy, “The 
Drowsy Chaperone.” The play is set in 1928 
as the show takes place in a small studio 
apartment. The cast of characters is made 
up of a Broadway starlet, a harried producer, 
gangsters, chefs, a lothario, an aviatrix and 
a drowsy chaperone. 8 p.m. (Friday and 
Saturday shows), 2 p.m. (Sunday matinees – 
No show on Feb. 17). $20 (adult), $17 (seniors), 
$15 (kids). Crighton Theatre, 234 N. Main St., 
Conroe. 936-441-7469. www.stage-right.org
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Worth the TRIP

lectures with various topics from school 
safe routes to invasive species. 7 p.m. 
Free. South Montgomery County Library, 
2101 Lake Robbins Dr. 281-363-2723.                     
www.thewoodlandsgreen.org

21 Writers in Performance
 The event features Mike Baldwin, a 

founding member of the Montgomery County 
Literacy Arts Council and Benbrook Library 
director in Forth Worth. Baldwin has won the 
Eakin Press Book Award for his volume of 
poems, “Scrapes.” 7 p.m. Free. Lone Star 
College–Montgomery Library, Bldg. F, 3200 
College Park Drive, Conroe. 936-273-7000. 
www.lonestar.edu 

23 The Woodlands Chorale Mardi 
Gras Fundraiser

The Woodlands Chorale hosts a fundraising 
Mardi Gras dinner at a member’s home in 
Grogan’s Point in The Woodlands, featuring 
punch and entertainment by The Three 
Tenors of TWC. A dinner of chicken or shrimp 
etoufee, rice, salad and pecan pie is cooked 
by musical director J. David Faber following 
the performance. 6:30-9 p.m. $50.  
832-202-3714.  
www.thewoodlandschorale.org

23 Touch-A-Truck 
The Woodlands Township presents 

this annual event open to children of all 
ages, which features local companies and 
communities and encourages children to get 
up close with vehicles, ask questions and 
climb on trucks on. The event also features 
a do-it-yourself kids construction zone 
equipped with crafts and games. 9 a.m.-
noon. Free. Rob Fleming Aquatic Center, 
6535 Creekside Forest Drive. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

23 through 24  
Wilderness First Aid

The weekend-long course features outdoor 
activities, such as hiking and backpacking. 
The course meets the requirements for 
training in back country emergency response 
and is approved by the American Camping 
Association, Boy Scouts of America and Girl 
Scouts of the uSA. Three-year certification is 
issued upon completion of the class. Ages 14 
and up. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. $140 (residents), $150 
(non-residents). The Lodge at Rob Fleming 
Park, 6055 Creekside Forest Drive. 281-210-
3950 www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

WWW.AMERIGOS.COM
25250 GROGANS PARK DRIVE 

THE WOODLANDS, 77380
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Grogan’s Park Dr.

Grogan’s Mill Rd.

Sawdust Rd.

CELEBRATE EASTER AT

Special a-la-carte 
� un�  menu 

Available 11 am–4 pm
 

FEATURING:
• Amerigo’s Traditional Favorites • 

• Chef-Inspired Specials •
• Brunch Off erings •
• Children’s Menu •

Enjoy house made 
Pea�  Foam Be� ini’s

with Complimentary 
Mimosa and Sangria

DINNER MENU AVAILABLE
4–10 PM

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

281.362.0808
FOR EASTER BRUNCH MENU, VISIT

WWW.AMERIGOS.COM

Join us for
Ea� er  
Brun� 

Sunday, March 31st
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27 Woodlands Idol
The Woodlands Area Chamber 

of Commerce presents The Woodlands 
Idol Concert featuring the winners of the 
6th annual Woodlands Idol. 7-9 p.m. Free.  
Crescent Moon Wine Bar and Restaurant, 
440 Rayford Road, Spring. 281-364-8110.  
www.woodlandschamber.org

March

01 Teen Talent Show 
In the Spotlight Teen Talent Show 

highlights local teenagers with a competition 
judged on the abilities of each contestant 
based on appeal, showmanship, interaction 
with the audience and overall talent. 7-10 
p.m. $10 (audition). Waterway Square, 31 
Waterway Square Place. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

01 Five Who Share Spring 
Luncheon

Interfaith of the Woodlands pays tribute to 
outstanding community individuals in the 
areas of education, health, fine arts, youth 
and senior citizens. 4242 Interfaith Way. 
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. $50. 832-615-8225.    
www.woodlandsinterfaith.org     

02 Marathon and Fun Run
up to 8,500 runners will 

participate in the Fidelity Investments 
The Woodlands Marathon, St. Luke’s The 
Woodlands Half Marathon, Fleet Feet 
Sports 5K Run and Pathfinder Pediatric 
2K Fun Run. Awards are given during the 
post race finish festival. 7 a.m. (marathon, 
half marathon, marathon relay) 7:10 
a.m. (5K), 1 p.m. (2K Fun Run). $140 
(marathon), $115 (half marathon), $35 
(5K), $20 (2K Fun Run), $210 (2-person 
marathon relay), $295 (4-person 
marathon relay). Races start on Six Pines 
Drive, at the intersection of Six Pines and 
Lake Robbins Robbins, near  
2005 Lake Robbins Drive.  
www.thewoodlandsmarathon.com        

02 through 03  
Home & Garden Show

The 11th annual Spring Home & Garden 
Show at The Woodlands features 
dozens of vendors offering home design 
improvement and upgrade amenities. 9 
a.m.–7 p.m. (March 2), 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 
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Dosey Doe                                        
The Big Barn, 25911 I-45 N.,  
The Woodlands • 281-367-3774  
www.doseydoescoffeeshop.com

February
 14  John Anderson, 8:30 p.m.
 15  Suzanne vega, 8:30 p.m.
 16  Joe Burlison, 9:30-11:30 a.m., Don  
   Mclean, 8:30 p.m.
 17  Joe Burlison, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
 19  Pat Green, 8 p.m.
 21  Dave Mason, 8:30 p.m.
 22  Sammy Kershaw, 8:30 p.m.
 23  Tony Baldwin, 8 a.m.-1 p.m., T G  
   Sheppard, 8:30 p.m.
 24  Tony Baldwin, 8 a.m.-1 p.m.
 28  The Killdares, 8:30 p.m.           

March
 01  Alejandro Escovedo, 8:30 p.m.           
 02  Joe Burlison, 9:30-11:30 a.m., Willis  
   Allen Ramsey, 8:30 p.m.
 03  Joe Burlison, 9:30-11:30 a.m, Kinky  
   Friedman with Jesse Dayton, 7:30 p.m.
 07  Jesse Cook, 8:30 p.m.
  08  Ricky Skaggs, 8:30 p.m.
 09  Tony Baldwin, 8 a.m.-1 p.m., Bruce  
  Cockburn, 8:30 p.m.
 10  Tony Baldwin, 8 a.m.-1 p.m., Chris  
   Knight, 7:30 p.m.
 12  Sol Driven Train, 8 p.m.

Dosey Doe
Music Cafe, 463 FM 1488 
Conroe • 936-271-2171  
www.doseydoescoffeeshop.com

February
 14  Moonlighting, 8:30 p.m.
 15  Shake Russell with Michael Hearne,  
   8:30 p.m.
 16  Bayou Roux, 8:30 p.m.
 17  Tony Baldwin, 8:30-11 a.m., The  
   Filling Station, 7 p.m.
 19  Open Mic Night, 7 p.m.
 20  Brandon Bolin, 8 p.m.
 21  Dana Cooper, 8:30 p.m.
 22  Deryl Dodd & George Ducas,  
   8:30 p.m.
 23  Eleven Hundred Springs, 8:30 p.m.
 24  Joe Burilson, 9:30-11 a.m.
 28  Creed Fisher, 8:30 p.m.

March
 01  The Kyle Hutton Band, 8:30 p.m.
 02  The Greencards, 8:30 p.m.
 03  Tony Baldwin, 8:30-11 a.m.
 05  Open Mic Night, 7 p.m.
 06  Jason Eady, 8 p.m.
 07  Birds of Chicago, 8:30 p.m.
 08  Jason Cassidy, 8:30 p.m.
 09  Hamilton Loomis, 8:30 p.m.
 10  Carrie Rodriguez, 8:30 p.m.

Jesse Cook will perform at the 
Dosey Doe Big Barn March 7.

Find more or submit The Woodlands  
events at www.impactnews.com/
wdl-calendar. 

To have The Woodlands events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar
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(March 3). $9 (adults), $7 (seniors), Free 
(children under 12). The Woodlands 
Waterway Marriott Hotel & Convention 
Center at 1601 Lake Robbins Drive.  
www.thewoodlandsshow.com

02 Growing vegetables 
The Woodlands Township hosts 

a gardening class open to everyone. The 
class teaches vegetable gardening from 
the ground up and the best vegetables and 
varieties for spring and summer gardens. 
Reservations are required. 10–11 a.m. Free. 
The Woodlands Township, 2801 Technology 
Forest Drive. 281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

02 John Cooper School Gala
“Diamonds are Forever” is the 

theme for Cooper’s 25th annual gala at 
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel, 
featuring dinner, entertainment, big board 
auctions and a live auction. The evening’s 
entertainment includes live music and 
dancing by yelba. 6:30 p.m. The Woodlands 
Waterway Marriott Hotel and Convention 
Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive.  
www.johncooper.org.

09 Arts in the Park 
The Woodlands and village of 

Creekside Park host a family friendly event 
with local artists exhibiting and selling 
artwork such as paintings, woodwork, 
pottery, crafts and jewelry. The event features 
entertainment by local groups and a kidzone 
with moonwalks, music and maracas. 
vendors are on site with sculptures, glass, 
beaded jewelry, totes and baby clothes. 2–6 
p.m. Free. The Lodge at Rob Fleming Park, 
6055 Creekside Forest Drive. 281-210-3800. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

10 St. Baldrick’s Fundraiser
The Goose’s Acre on The Woodlands 

Waterway hosts a head-shaving event 
benefiting the St. Baldrick’s Foundation. The 
foundation encourages people to shave their 
heads as part of fundraising events to benefit 
childhood cancer prevention and research. 
Minimum $50 donation. 3 p.m. 21 Waterway 
Ave., Ste. 140. 832-563-8772. 
www.thegoosesacre.com  

11 through 15  
Spring Breakation

The Woodlands Children’s Museum is 
registering children classes available 
to 4-11-year-olds. Children take part in  
inactivities like Dr. Seuss’, Einstein’s and St. 
Patrick’s birthday, along with Easter activities. 
Costs from $97-$129 with discounts for 
members. 9 a.m.-noon. 1-4 p.m. 4775 W. 
Panther Creek Drive. 281-465-0955.  
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

www.woodlandscenter.org
281-363-3300

 Would you like to 
join a dynamic group of 
volunteers at The Cynthia 
Woods Mitchell Pavilion? 
 The Pavilion Partners 
is hosting a volunteer 
information meeting to 
show you how to become 
a performing arts event 
volunteer at The Pavilion. 

Feb. 28
1 p.m. or 6 p.m.

(Attend either session)
The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

2005 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
Reservations required.

A mini-tour of The Pavilion 
is included as well as door prizes 

and refreshments. 

RSVP to Leslie Williams 
at 281-210-1125 or 

lwilliams@woodlandscenter.org 
or visit www.woodlandscenter.org

Give Your 
Heart to 
the Arts

as a 
Pavilion 
P      ner 

Volunteer!

IMPACT ad 2.375 x 12.25”
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Frame Craft

Nursery Rd. 

Woodlands Pkwy. 

45

Oak  
Ridge Dr.

Peter Lampros has owned and operated the custom frame shop Frame Craft since 1985.
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Frame Craft
Custom shop frames works of all shapes, sizes 

D espite changing the location of 
his shop several times since its 
opening in 1985, Frame Craft 

owner Peter Lampros continues to frame 
artwork and memorabilia for Woodlands 
area residents who want to honor memo-
ries and elegantly display works of art in 
their homes and offices. 

A custom frame shop that designs 
frames of all shapes and sizes, Frame 
Craft has evolved over the years. Lam-
pros moved to The Woodlands in 1983 
and worked as a picture framer for a 
company in Conroe, which served as his 
introduction to professional framing. He 
opened Frame Craft’s first store in the 
Panther Creek Village Center in 1985, 
where it was located for 15 years. 

He then moved the shop along I-45 in 
2000 before moving to a now instantly 
recognizable red building at Oak Ridge 
Drive in 2004. 

“I felt that there was a niche for offering 
a type of picture framing that wasn’t read-
ily available in the area,” Lampros said. 

Rather than hiring part-time employ-
ees Lampros typically only works with 
professional framers. Although some 
stores might have flat rates for framing, 
Lampros does not consider price when 
initially formulating a frame design.  

“I design the best piece that I can with 
the materials that I know I have avail-
able,” he said. “Essentially, my goal is to 
look at a piece, design it the way it should 
be designed and coordinate those designs 
with the customer.”

Although all the frames are wood 
based, he said, there are thousands of 
molds and finishes from which to choose. 
Lampros purchases the molds and builds 
and tones the frames. He even performs 
restoration work on antique frames. He 
takes a conservation approach, using 
materials like acid-free mats and mount-
ing techniques to preserve the value 
and original condition of the objects, 
Lampros said.

While art makes up about 50-60 
percent of what customers bring in, 
customers request everything from 
sports jerseys to arrowhead collections to 
priceless heirlooms to be framed. He said 
he values being able to perfectly frame 
people’s cherished items and artwork. 

“It’s why I do it,” Lampros said. 
“Whenever someone brings a piece, 
whether it be art or memorabilia, into 
a custom frame shop, it’s because it’s 
important to them and they want it done 
properly and they want it done optimally 
for the presentation of it.”

BUSINESS

26106 Oak Ridge Drive 
The Woodlands • 281-367-6526
www.lamprosgallery.com 

In the frame
Peter Lampros and Frame Craft can frame 
a variety of art, heirlooms and memorabilia 
through an array of frames and framing 
styles. Among the items he can frame are:

• Paintings
• Photography
• Statuary 
• Sports memorabilia
• Antiques and historical artifacts
• Collections
• Posters from movies or musicals
• Family heirlooms
• Toys and action figures
• Other personal, sentimental items

By Matt Stephens

 Frame Craft offers an array of framing options. Antique heirlooms are a popular framing request.

Peter Lampros moved Frame Craft to the red building at 26106 Oak Ridge Drive in 2004.

Join today for $600 and receive the  
Canongate All-Access Booklet valued at over $300!

Call 1-866-567-0231 for more information or for a tour of the clubs.
 

WWW.CANONGATETEXAS.COM

 
Offer expires 2/28/13. Restrictions may apply and information subject to change.

GET       WITH CANONGATE GOLF IN 2013!
Lifestyle
Facts

Full Social Calendar 15g   100%
Happy Hours 3g
Holiday Events 8g

Time with Family 23g   100%
New Relationships 18g   100%
Improved Golf Game 33g 100%

Lower Scores 15g
Straighter Drives 18g

Fitness 27g    100%

Amount/Serving                                                      %DV

INGREDIENTS: MADE WITH LUSH GREENS AND CHALLENGING WATER HAZARDS, PLAY AWAY, 108 HOLES OF 
GOLF, 4 CLUBS, 5 COURSES, FINE DINING, TOURNAMENTS, FUN SOCIAL EVENTS, FIRST CLASS INSTRUCTION, 
KID’S PLAY FREE, SUNDOWN RATES, GOLF CAMPS AND CLINICS, CATERING AND MORE!

DISTRIBUTED BY CANONGATE GOLF CLUBS

Serving Size: 1 Membership

* Percent Daily Values (DV) 
based on an active lifestyle. Not a significant source of boredom, inactivity, or stress.

2013_02 Community Impact Ad.indd   1 2/5/13   11:34 AM
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2013

Your Personal  
Assets Get  

Our Personal  
Attention.

www.firstvictoria.com

At First Victoria, keeping pace with your 
personal and professional banking  

needs is what we’re all about. That’s why  
our Wealth Management Services and 

PrivateBankers offer a unique and  
different brand of banking. Enjoy access  

to services ranging from the most routine  
banking needs to more complex investment,  

trust and insurance products1. 

To learn more about how we can create  
an “out of the box” solution for you,  

stop by our newest banking center  
at 1430 Research Forest Drive.

NOW OPEN
1430 Research Forest Dr.   
The Woodlands

Brad Bowman     
PrimeVest Investment Executive 
Houston Area Market
281.599.6023 

Jeannie Jennings     
Vice President  
PrivateBanking/Wealth Management
832.663.4507

Heidi Carney     
Vice President  
PrivateBanking/Wealth Management 
832.663.4506

1 PrimeVest Financial Services, Inc. and First Victoria Insurance 
Agency: Not insured by the FDIC • Not a deposit • Not insured  
by any federal government agency • Not guaranteed by the  
bank • Subject to investment risks, including the possible loss  
of principal. Trust assets are not FDIC insured.

$310s

$230s

$270s

$160s
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THE FALLS at IMPERIAL OAKS
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Managing partner Jimmy Godail opened The Edge sports complex on Rayford Road in November 2010.
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Bill Gibbs instructs a class on kicks at The Edge. 

Astros shortstop Tyler Greene gives a young tee ball 
player advice during the Astros CAREavan. 

The Edge
Facility offers training for young athletes

W ith the proliferation of youth 
sports leagues in South 
Montgomery County, young 

baseball and volleyball athletes looking 
to take the next step at the high school 
and college levels are working to gain a 
competitive advantage at The Edge. 

The Edge has grown in popularity 
since opening in November 2010, man-
aging partner Jimmy Godail said. The 
68,000-square-foot facility has six full-
sized volleyball courts and 13 oversized 
batting cages, which can retract so youth 
baseball teams can hold full practices. 

Space is also provided during off hours 
for everything from boxing and martial 
arts tournaments to physical training, 
charity events and corporate outings. 

“What I tell everybody since the day we 
opened is we want people glad that we’re 
here,” Godail said. “We don’t do that by 
overcommitting. We do that by providing 
great value once they get in the facility.”

Godail and business partner Gary 
Becker founded the business out of a need 
for athletic development for their own 
children. 

“You could drive five miles in any direc-
tion and find batting cages,” Godail said. 
“What was lacking, and what we didn’t 
know, is the physical development that 
was needed in order for [young athletes] 
to progress onto high school and then 
collegiately. We wanted to put the pieces 
together to where the kids could come and 
develop their skill as well as their athletic 
side to improve performance.”

Baseball is not the only focus of the 
sports complex, as Godail said their 
research showed there was a need for vol-
leyball development in the community as 
well. 

He said Becker’s daughter played with 
The Woodlands Wave club team, which 
approached The Edge about a partnership 
and owns the volleyball portion of the 

building. 
The Edge has 10 baseball instructors, 

two full-time softball instructors, 22 
volleyball instructors and four physical 
trainers. He said the volleyball and base-
ball trainers all have experience in their 
sports, including five baseball trainers 
with professional experience. 

They provide instruction to teams and 
individuals, Godail said, and many of the 
instructors coach youth baseball teams of 
their own. David Evans coaches one of the 
top youth teams in the area—the  Hous-
ton Heat—while also working with pitch-
ers from all over the state such as athletes 
from Rice, Texas Tech and LSU, and even 
a few major leaguers. 

“He’s got kids coming in from Gid-
dings, Corpus Christi and even Ohio,” 
operations manager Cy Pitts said. 

Personal trainer Judy Replogle hosts 
Judy’s Bootcamp in the mornings, focus-
ing on cardiovascular exercise and weight 
training Mondays through Thursdays. 
Experienced Taekwondo instructor Bill 
Gibbs also has classes for nearly six hours a 
day on Mondays through Fridays. 

The Edge has hosted the Astros 
CAREavan, which allows area youth 
baseball teams to meet and learn from 
Astros players and coaches, Godail said. 
The Edge even recently provided practice 
space at no charge for a Japanese baseball 
team whose high school was destroyed by 
the recent tsunami.

Godail said The Edge hopes to add 
additional summer camps and clinics in 
the coming year because the camps in 
2012 were successful. They also hope to 
provide training for area seniors looking 
to improve their mobility.

“It would be very basic and very simple, 
because it isn’t at the core of what we do, 
but if we can offer it from our trainers I 
think it becomes something that fills a 
community responsibility,” Godail said. 

BUSINESS

The Edge

Rayford Rd. Aldine W
es
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2733 Rayford Road
Spring • 281-863-9400
www.mycompetitiveedge.com 

Instruction at The Edge
• Baseball/Softball
• Basketball
• volleyball 
• Martial arts
• Cardiovascular exercise
• Summer camps
• Private instruction
• Skill sessions
• Batting cage rentals

youth sports programs in 
South Montgomery County
• Oak Ridge Woodlands Area Little 

League 
• The Woodlands Wave
• RuSH Soccer
• South Montgomery Girls Softball 

League
• South County Football League
• The Woodlands Swim Team
• The Woodlands Diving Academy
• The Woodlands youth Rugby Club

By Matt Stephens

youth Leagues

400
S. Mont. Co.

Softball League 
athletes

2,300 Texas RuSH 
Soccer athletes

800
S. Mont. Co.

youth Football  
League athletes

Oak Ridge Woodlands 
Area Little League athletes

1,800
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Ace Chinese

Gosling Rd. 

W
oodlands Pkwy. 

Sweet and sour chicken ($9.95) is a popular menu choice at Ace Chinese Restaurant.
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Ace Chinese Restaurant
A Woodlands original celebrates 30 years

A ce Chinese Restaurant was an 
early favorite of Woodlands 
founder George Mitchell and a 

reliable constant in the ever-changing 
local dining scene. Despite the restaurant 
relocating from its original site that cur-
rently houses a Starbucks to a spot in the 
back of the village center nearly 20 years 
ago, Ace’s longtime customers and those 
discovering a new favorite have kept the 
business going strong.

“I am so very grateful to my custom-
ers,” owner Alice Quan said. “I never 
imagined [the restaurant] to be [so suc-
cessful]. We have been very blessed to 
have been in business for so long.”

The Panther Creek Village Center 
opened in the early 1980s and when it 
did the scope of its size and breadth of 
its services did not resemble what it does 
today. About 20 years ago, the shopping 
center was expanded to the west, more 
than doubling its size. Now, few of its 
original tenants remain. Ace is one of the 
businesses, however, that has endured 
despite the changes.

Ace got its opportunity more than 
three decades ago, Quan said, when 
Mitchell, who was close friends with 
Quan’s brother-in-law, invited the fam-
ily into his new community to open a 

Chinese restaurant. The Quan family 
hailed from Hong Kong, having moved 
to the Houston area in 1966, Quan said, 
where they operated a grocery store for 
25 years. 

Then in 1983, the Quan family hired 
its chef, Ben Nieto, and began serving 
fresh and distinctive Chinese cuisine in 
Panther Creek. Thirty years later, not 
much has changed, not even Ace’s chef. 
The most recognizable difference is that 
management of the restaurant has shifted 
to Quan’s son, Tommy, and his wife, 
Susan Quan.

“In my opinion, the success of the 
business is our dedication,” Susan Quan 
said. “And also the food.”

All of Ace’s menu selections are 
hand-made with fresh ingredients, never 
frozen, she said. 

The menu at Ace features much of 
what one would expect at a Chinese res-
taurant, such as sweet and sour chicken 
and pork, varieties of fried rice, egg fu 
young and egg rolls. Ace also offers a 
creative variety of selections, such as its 
own brand of vermicelli noodles, crab 
rangoon, ma po tofu and hong shew tofu, 
which is a stir fry served with vegetables.

“We have tried to change as little as 
possible,” Susan Quan said. 

DINING

4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 490
The Woodlands • 281-363-3993
www.acechineserestaurant.com
Mon.–Thu.: 11 a.m.–9:30 p.m.  
Fri.: 11 a.m.–10:30 p.m. 
Sat.: Noon–10:30 p.m.  
Sun.: 11 a.m.–9:30 p.m.

Chinese New year
Ace’s 30th anniversary also coincides 
with the Chinese New year, which was 
celebrated this year on Feb. 10. Chinese 
New year, or Spring Festival, is China’s 
most important social and economic 
holiday. The holiday serves to honor deities 
and ancestors, as well as renew family ties. 

year of the Dragon
According to the Chinese Zodiac calendar, 
the year of the Dragon ran Jan. 23, 2012 
to Feb. 9, 2013. Those born within those 
dates are said to be born in the “year of the 
Dragon,” and the Dragon is believed to be a 
deliverer of good fortune.

Ace Menu Highlights
• Kung Pao Beef – Diced onions, water 

chestnuts and carrots in kung pao sauce 
tossed with roasted peanuts. $11.95

• Szechuan Beef – A stir fry of shredded 
onions, bell peppers, carrots and bamboo 
shoots. $11.95

• Hunan Chicken – Broccoli, bell peppers, 
snow peas, mushrooms, baby corn, car-
rots and mixed vegetables in Hunan sauce. 
$11.95

• Buddha’s Delight – Mixed vegetables stir-
fried or steamed. Served with or without 
tofu. $9.65

• Twice-cooked Pork – Sliced pork with 
bamboo shoots, water chestnuts and cab-
bage in Ace’s special spicy sauce. $9.95

• Orange chicken – Chicken fired with fresh 
ginger and orange peel for a spicy citrus 
flavor. $11.95

Ace offers fried dumplings ($6.50).

Ace’s dining room features a variety of tradi-
tional Chinese icons. 

Alice Quan, Susan Quan and the Ace staff are 
celebrating the restaurant’s 30th anniversary.

Ace’s offers two large dining areas and a smaller 
bar section that feature traditional Chinese decor.

By Brian Walzel

W. P
anther C

reek D
r. 

Your Hometown, Family Owned and Operated, Complete Auto Repair Shop. 
Courtesy Shuttle Service Available

Automotive Repair You Can Trust
td

Serving the surrounding community since 1994

Debra and Robert Elder

281-367-4814  |  www.ElderAutomotive.com
27493 Hanna Road, Suite 5

$500 OFF 
State 
Inspections 

Elders Absolutely Cool 
Automotive. 

Must present coupon.
Expires 3-13-13

$20 OFF
Any Repair

Elders Absolutely Cool 
Automotive. 

Must present coupon. 
Expires 3-13-13
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I n his 10 years as president 
and CEO of the Cynthia 
Woods Mitchell Pavilion, 

Jerry MacDonald has just about 
seen them all. From the Houston 
Symphony to the rock and alter-
native acts of Buzzfest, classic 
rock bands such as Aerosmith 
and Chicago, boy bands like One 
Direction, rapper Lil’ Wayne 
and crowd-pleasers like Jimmy 
Buffett and The Dave Matthews 
Band, MacDonald sees every 
show, every year. 

“My favorite is any show that 
sells a lot of tickets,” MacDon-
ald said.

In 2012, the Cynthia Woods 
Mitchell Pavilion ranked No. 2 in 
the world in ticket sales among 
amphitheaters with 390,808 
tickets sold. In addition, Pollstar, 
the leading concert industry trade 
publication, has nominated the 
Pavilion for “Best Major Outdoor 
Concert Venue” after selling out 
11 events last year.

“When I started, I wanted 

to establish ourselves as the 
dominant concert venue in the 
market,” MacDonald said. “And I 
think we have done that.”

MacDonald began his career 
in the entertainment industry 
in 1976 as finance director at 
the Lakeland Civic Center in 
Lakeland, Fla. He later worked in 
various capacities at the Ocean 
Center in Daytona Beach, Fla., 
at the Miami Arena in Miami, 
Fla., and at the Pyramid Arena 
and Mud Island Amphitheater in 
Memphis, Tenn.

Then in 1995, MacDonald 
moved to The Woodlands to take 
a job as program director at the 
Houston Summit, later renamed 
the Compaq Center. But when the 
Houston Rockets, the Compaq 
Center’s primary tenant, made 
plans to move to build a new 
arena, and the lease was expir-
ing at the arena, MacDonald was 
looking to move yet again.

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion was in its fifth year and 

Jerry MacDonald
Pavilion CEO leads decade of success

ICON

Jerry MacDonald became president and CEO of The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion in 2003 after working at the Compaq Center.
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By Brian Walzel

was quickly gaining a reputation 
as a desirable venue for contem-
porary acts with its urban set-
ting in a suburban environment. 
The Pavilion had already played 
host to the likes of Frank Sinatra, 
Ray Charles and Van Halen.

“[The Pavilion] was an abso-
lutely perfect fit,” MacDonald 
said. “It was a great move; I abso-
lutely loved it.”

His role as president and CEO 
of the Pavilion includes oversee-
ing each of its four departments: 

administration, marketing, 
operations and finance. Mac-
Donald is also responsible for 
booking the Pavilion’s concerts 
and events.

“Half of my job is probably 
on the phone with Live Nation, 
going over scheduling and ticket-
ing issues,” he said. 

MacDonald deflects much of 
the Pavilion’s success onto the 
organization’s board of directors. 

“We have a wonderful board 
led by chairman Jeff Shipley that 

supports the Pavilion’s mission 
and enables our staff to get things 
done,” he said.

The Pavilion’s partnership with 
Live Nation, in which the agency 
has an agreement to book its 
outdoor amphitheater acts in The 
Woodlands, has also been key to 
the venue’s popularity.

“We are the only major facility 
in Houston that concentrates just 
on music and fine arts,” Mac-
Donald said. “Music is our first 
priority and always will be.”

Please join us for the annual Kink Team Paper Purge. Bring your documents to our offi ce 
for FREE secure shredding by Shred Pro Services. Drive up and drop off or get out and 
watch your documents be destroyed on site. Bring as much or as little as you need to shred. 
Everyone welcome!

Annual Kink Team Paper Purge 
Saturday, April 20 | 8:00am–4:00pm

8111 Ashlane Way • The Woodlands

PLEASE NO HARD COVER BOOKS
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4840 W. Panther Creek, Ste. 211 | The Woodlands | 281-298-9434
1003 Longmire Road | Conroe | 936-756-1386 | www.LeikerOrtho.com

Dr. Brad Leiker, DDS, MS
Orthodontic Specialist

•  Specialized in Early Treatment of Children 
    to Obtain Better Facial, Smile, Dental, and Airway Results!
•   A Leader in Cosmetic Orthodontic Alternatives for Teens & Adults!
•   We Strive to Make Excellent Orthodontic Care Affordable 
    to Everyone Wanting a Beautiful Smile!

Most insurances and credit cards accepted.
Serving  e Woodlands / Conroe and surrounding areas since 1994.

FREE INITIAL EXAM
ZERO PERCENT FINANCING

HOT lanes Ad 10x6.04_4C_OL.indd   1 12/3/12   1:26 PM

Free Gift When You Have 
Your Annual Physical Exam

Windrose Family Medicine is 
pleased to offer you a free gift* 
when you have your annual 
physical before April 30, 2013. 

Call us to schedule your appointment 
at 281-500-8660 or book online at 
www.windrosefamilymedicine.com

Dr. Lacrecia Foster
20423 Kuykendahl Rd.

Spring, TX. 77379

*$10 retail value. Offer good while supplies last.Present this coupon at the time of your visit. 
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Tommy Gage
Montgomery County Sheriff
By Shawn Arrajj 

With more than 720 employees, the Montgomery County Sher-
iff’s Office is the seventh largest in Texas. The man at the top of it 
all, Sheriff Tommy Gage, was elected to his third four-year term in 
November.

“People tell me I’m doing a good job, but I always give the credit to 
the people who work for the sheriff’s office,” Gage said. “I wouldn’t 
have gotten anywhere if I didn’t first surround myself with competent 
people.”

Gage has been involved in law enforcement since August 1970, 
when he joined the Houston Police Department. He started working 
with Montgomery County in 1982 under Sheriff Joe Corley. In 2004 
when he decided to run for the position himself.

“We had Guy [Williams] in his third term as sheriff at the time, 
and I thought there needed to be some changes,” he said. “I started 
talking to folks to see how much support I might have to run. I 
decided to run, and I ended up winning.”

Now in his eighth year, Gage has overseen the creation of the 
county’s first SWAT team, the first motorcycle traffic division and the 
installation of a regional radio system connecting officers to other 
law enforcement agencies throughout the county. The Sheriff’s Office 
works under a partnership agreement with The Woodlands Town-
ship, which has its own district within the county.

PEOPLE

how did you get into law 
enforcement?

I joined the Houston Police Depart-
ment in August 1970 after serving two 
tours in Vietnam in the Navy. I have 
been in law enforcement since that time. 
I left HPD in 1982 and started work with 
the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office 
under Sheriff Joe Corley. In 1996, I left 
and went to work with Malcolm Purvis, 
who was the commissioner in Precinct 
2. I carried my commission through the 
constable’s office down in Precinct 3 in 
The Woodlands under Commissioner 
Wayne Holyfield. I talked to people about 
their complaints. I took care of any kind 
of call that came into the office that I was 
able to. The main thing we dealt with 
were environmental complaints—illegal 
dumping and that sort of thing. When 
Commissioner Purvis got sick and passed 
away, I just decided to run for sheriff. I 
was sworn into office on Jan. 1, 2005.

What are the accomplishments you 
are most proud of since taking over 
as montgomery County Sheriff?

When I came into office, we had a 
direct supervision wing of the jail that 
had never been opened. After it was built, 
it sat there for a couple of years and had 
never been staffed. One of the first things 
I was able to do was get the staffing to 
open that wing of the jail. 

We started the first full-time SWAT 
team in Montgomery County. We have a 
SWAT sergeant and five SWAT operators, 
and those guys have done a great job. We 
have a good working relationship with 
the U.S. Marshall’s office. They just signed 
three people to work with our SWAT 

team full-time. 
We started the first solo motorcycle 

traffic division. We have a sergeant and 
four deputies and another separate 
motorcycle traffic division down in The 
Woodlands.

how important is cooperation with 
other law enforcement agencies in 
the area?

The only way we can really survive in 
law enforcement is by having everyone 
work together. That’s certainly a prior-
ity of mine. We have been able to get our 
regional radio system in place, and we 
have a shop set up for our equipment. The 
sheriff’s office, as far as technology goes, 
is up there with any other law enforce-
ment agency in this country. All of our 
cars now have laptop computers, video 
systems and radars. We dispatch for every 
law enforcement agency, except for the 
Conroe PD, which has its own dispatch 
system. We can also dispatch DPS officers. 
They have their own radio from Houston, 
but they’re on ours, too, because we have 
the only jail in the county.

Other agencies call upon us all the 
time. We have the SWAT team and things 
that can assist other police departments 
and even some of the smaller surround-
ing counties. Those small sheriff’s offices 
in Grimes, Waller, Walker and Liberty 
counties don’t have the resources that we 
have here—the crime lab, SWAT team 
and detectives.

What is the sheriff’s office working 
on right now?

We’re planning to get a new kitchen 
added to our jail. The Joe Corley 

Detention Facility—which houses all the 
federal inmates and is run by a private 
company—has a kitchen that they use to 
feed the folks in their facility as well as 
ours. They truck it over here three times a 
day. We’d be able to cook right here in the 
sheriff’s office instead of having to truck 
food over. We’re hoping construction will 
start within the next few months.

We’re trying to get an integrated justice 
system where all law enforcement, the 
courts, and district and county clerk are 
on the same system. If you put someone’s 
name into the system, you can see what 
they were arrested for, the outcome of the 
trial and any other details. I think it will 
lead to a great improvement in efficiency 
in our judicial system. 

What are some things the sheriff’s 
office does that people may not 
realize?

We book an average of 57 people a day 
in the Montgomery County jail. People 
don’t have any idea the size of the jail or 
all that goes on in the streets—the every-
day calls of service we have to run. There’s 
a lot going on in this county. People think 
a SWAT team just waits around for an 
event that would require a SWAT team, 
but our guys are running felony warrants 
every day. They do that more than any-
thing else. They are also commissioned 
through the U.S. Marshall’s office and go 
all over the country to pick up fugitives.

You can’t always do the things you 
want to do sometimes because of budget 
restraints. I think we’ve managed our 
money pretty well since I came into office. 
We have been able to accomplish a lot of 
the things we set out to.
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Help Megan 
 be heard

You can help us bridge assistive 
technology for communication and 

learning for the special needs 
community of Montgomery County.

For ticket information to events, 
golf sponsorships and donations email: 

LMCforBridgingApps@gmail.com  

Visit us online at: 
LMCforBridgingApps.org

BridgingApps turns 
tablets and smart 

phones into devices 
that help give 
them a voice.

Golf Tournament 
Woodlands Country Club
The Palmer Golf Course

Monday • February 18, 2013

BUY TICKETS 
TODAY!

Class of 2013

SPONSORS
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A lthough establishing a no-kill 
animal community in Montgom-
ery County may seem a difficult 

task,  the volunteers at Operation Pets 
Alive believe it can be accomplished. Vol-
unteers say the nonprofit organization has 
had a positive and significant impact on 
the local pet population since its creation 
in December 2010. 

“We believe that there’s 10 basic 
programs that need to be put in place 
and implemented fully to bring about a 
no-kill [shelter] for homeless pets,” said 
founder and president Marcia Piotter. 
“And we would like to see that happen in 
Montgomery County.”

OPA has implemented several pro-
grams to lower the county’s euthanization 
rate, including spay and neuter programs, 
as well as the trap, spray, neuter and 
return of feral cats. In addition, OPA has 
instituted its Flight for Life and Pups on 
Trucks transport programs, which takes 
local shelter dogs and transport them 
to the New England area where there is 
more of a need for shelter pets. 

Another concern of Operation Pets 
Alive is the retention of pets in the 

community. Founding board member 
Cathy Bruhn said the devotion required 
to be a pet owner during the recent 
economic downturn and the lack of pet-
friendly apartments has led to pet owners 
giving up their pets. 

“People love to have animals, and espe-
cially puppies and kittens,” Bruhn said. 
“Sometimes, I think people don’t think 
about that with care today, the average 
life span of a family pet is a 10-20-year 
commitment depending on the animal.”

She said the reclaim rate of lost animals 
in the area is also exceptionally low 
at about 5 percent, compared to some 
communities across the country, which 
reaches as high as 60 percent. 

Through its many programs, OPA 
has helped spay and neuter 1,465 dogs, 
transported 635 dogs to animal shelters 
in need across the country, and trapped, 
neutered and returned 184 cats among 29 
different feral cat colonies. 

The organization also hosts adop-
tions every weekend at the Petco in The 
Woodlands as well as occasional adop-
tions at other businesses throughout the 
community. The Best Friends Pet Resort 

has also hosted many of OPA’s Pups for 
Trucks events. 

“It’s really important for business lead-
ers in the community to allow adoptions 
and animal events,” Bruhn said. 

However, Bruhn and Piotter said more 
has to be done to address problems across 
the county, and the programs need to be 
implemented completely. The organiza-
tion requires volunteers for its programs 
and is particularly in need of marketers 
who can help spread the word about the 
organization and problems throughout 
the community. 

“The average citizen doesn’t want to 

Operation Pets Alive
No-kill shelter aims for healthy pet population

NONPROFIT

Operation Pets Alive

P.O. Box 132104 
The Woodlands • 832-335-0300
www.operationpetsalive.org 

Cathy Bruhn and Marcia Piotter help run Operation Pets Alive in Montgomery County.
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By Matt Stephens

see animals die needlessly, but they don’t 
know [otherwise],” Bruhn said. 

With continued growth and improve-
ment since its foundation, Piotter said she 
believes it is possible to create a shelter in 
which only sick and dying pets are eutha-
nized instead of being euthanized for a 
lack of space. 

“We know we can do better,” Piotter said. 
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I pray in school.

My teachers know me by name.
I am a leader.

I am a future college graduate.

i am a warrior
www.twca.net936.273.2555|

Connect with us! Watch Video!

Warrior Round Up
Future 5th and 6th

grade students and 
families are invited 

to discover the 
di�erence in the 

middle school
years at 

Woodlands 
Christian.

February 26
         6:30pm
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W hile the days of developing 
projects for the Supercon-
ducting Supercollider and the 

Department of Defense have passed, the 
Houston Advanced Research Center con-
tinues to tackle important environmen-
tal issues outlined by its founder, George 
Mitchell, more than 30 years ago.

As it was initially envisioned, HARC 
served as a central research institute that 
coordinated leaders from the academic, 
corporate and government arenas, as 
well as from 12 universities from Texas, 
Oklahoma and Louisiana. 

“We were created to be a high-tech 
innovator and to spin off high-tech busi-
nesses for Research Forest,” said HARC 
president Jim Lester.

Since then, HARC has re-branded 
itself. Although still a research institu-
tion, it is one that uses science to help 
people and nature flourish, Lester said.

“We are different from universities in 
that our research is not the kind of basic 
work that you would see in a univer-
sity lab,” he said. “Our work is applied 
research driven by the need of some kind 
of public policy decision or technology 

deficiency.”
For example, HARC is looking to 

develop technologies that reduce the 
impact of oil and gas exploration, reduce 
emissions from diesel engines, and 
improve air quality in the Houston and 
Dallas regions. 

In a recent project, HARC researchers 
realized data regarding ozone studies 
was not complete or was inadequate. 
Through its research of emissions, traf-
fic studies and even airplanes, HARC 
noticed types of emissions that were not 
noticed before.

“We sort of re-wrote the book on 
what is driving the ozone problem in 
Houston,” Lester said. “So it’s up to 
[lawmakers] where they want to go with 
public policy. We just filled in a lot of the 
scientific gaps.”

Today, HARC has a staff of about 35 
employees and takes pride in its role as 
an independent researcher. The organi-
zation survives on grants and contracts 
from government agencies, but it insists 
its findings remain neutral and not influ-
enced by those providing HARC money 
to conduct research.

HARC
Research takes aim at sustainability issues

INSIDE INFORMATION

HARC researcher Yiqun Huang works on a diesel engine as part of a program to help reduce emissions.
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By Brian Walzel

“We are a nonprofit for the public 
good—a transparent research organiza-
tion,” Lester said.

Although the organization has down-
sized over the years, Lester and his team 
are still committed to the challenge 
Mitchell posed years ago.

“If you can’t make the world work with 
six billion people, how are you going to 
make it work with nine billion people?” 
Lester said.

START HERE. GROW HERE.
The Greater Houston Partnership (GHP) 
can help YOUR business grow.

- Confi dential real estate/business facilities searches

- Assisting in evaluating and applying for incentives

- Facilitating workforce training and recruitment

- Providing data on key business factors

- Advocating for local and state issues

- Facilitating the permitting process

- Providing key introductions to strategic partners

- Providing information on networking and 

   business events

- Collaborating on public relations matters

For more information about how we can help your business be successful in the 
Houston region and around the world, contact Chad Carson @ 713-844-3614 today!

Visit our website to see Houston business success stories.
www.opportunityhouston.com #WeAreHouston
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4800 Research Forest Drive
The Woodlands • 281-367-1348
www.harc.edu
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The Colonnade of The Woodlands | 30420 FM 2978, Suite 350

www.bearbranchfamilydentistry.com
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Woodlands Pkwy

FREE Teeth Whitening For Life!
CALL TODAY! 281-419-2327 (BEAR)

Serving Over 21 Years in Spring

Wesley J. Urich, DDS, AAACDKelly M. LeBlanc, DDS

Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo
Annual event ropes in millions for Texas youth

ENTERTAINmENT

Compiled by Marie Leonard 

$18Tickets
start at

350
teams

$9.2
           million

300
commercial

35,000
show members

More than More than

More than

More than

participate in 
BBQ Cookoff 

annually

made in junior 
auction in 2012

vendors annually

participate annually

2.2 million
visitors in 2012

27,000
More than

individuals volunteer 
annually

million  
provided for 
scholarships  
since 1931

1931 1938 19661952 2002

Origin
The Houston Fat Stock Show 
and Livestock Exposition was 
established.

humble beginnings
The event takes place 
in the Sam Houston 
Coliseum for the first time.

Trail ride
The Salt Grass trail ride 
occurred for the first time  
from Brenham to Houston. 

80th annual
The rodeo celebrated 
80 years with a total 
attendance of 1.2 
million people 

A new home
The rodeo moved to 
the newly opened 
Astrodome.

Farewell
George Strait’s finale 
concert had 68,266 
guests, the most to 
attend an event at  
the Astrodome.

2012

$330

shown at the rodeo

There are several Woodlands-area boutiques that sell clothes, 
boots and other rodeo-inspired items for children and adults.

Outback Western Wear
30405 Dobbin Huffsmith Road
Magnolia • 281-259-9378 
www.outbackww.com 

Mainstream Boutique
3091 College Park Drive, Ste. 193, 
The Woodlands • 713-876-8830
www.mainstreamboutique.com

Vintage Chic Boutique
27326 Robinson Road, 
Oak Ridge North • 281-363-1800
www.frenchcourtyard.com  

Fisher & Aniston
8008 Ashlane Way, Ste. 120
The Woodlands • 281-304-7767
fischeranistonshop.com 

Local Boutiques

68
breeds

$2 million
rodeo purse

February
25 Toby Keith

26 Gary Allan

27 Alan Jackson

28 Zac Brown Band

March
1  Mary J. Blige

2  Brantley Gilbert

3  Demi Lovato and Austin Mahone

4  Styx

5  Lady Antebellum

6  Dierks Bentley

7  Bruno Mars

8  Tim McGraw

9  The Band Perry

10  Julion Alvarez and  
      Los Invasores de Nuevo Leon

11  Jason Aldean

12  Kenny Chesney

13  Jake Owen

14  Pitbull

15  Blake Shelton

16 Luke Bryan

17 George Strait, Martina McBride  

     and Randy Rogers Band

Entertainment
              LINEUP

College Park Dr.

Robinson Rd.

Woodlands Pkwy

Dobbin-Hufsmith Rd.

Map not to scale

45

45Ashlane Way

10:30 AM Registration | 12:00 PM Shotgun Start
www.igopink.org

May 6, 2013

The Woodlands Country Club

Breast Cancer Golf Outing

THEBREASTCANCERCHARITIES
OF AMERICA

Breast Cancer Charities of America

GOi P NKGOLF CLASSIC

Presented By

Benefiting

Source: Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo 
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SENIOR Living
Oak Haven Apartment Homes

19445 David Memorial Drive. Oak Haven is a 
gated community that features manicured 
landscaping, a pool with waterfall, golf putting 
green, fitness center, on-site beautician and 
barber, library, residential garden and spa. 
281-363-4941. www.havencommunities.com

The Forum at The Woodlands

5055 W. Panther Creek Drive. The Forum is a 
23-acre garden-style community with a 3-acre 
lake featuring assisted and independent 
living facilities, as well as memory care 
amenities. Features include restaurant-style 
dining, a library, arts and crafts, billiard room, 
transportation, exercise center, beauty and 
barber shop, social activities, and an on-site 
Medicare health agency. 281-367-3170. 
www.forumatthewoodlands.com 

Conservatory at Alden Bridge

6203 Alden Bridge Drive. The Conservatory 
offers a card and game room, business center, 
gourmet meals, resort-style swimming pool, 
spa, salon and barber services, in-house 
movie theater, arts and craft studio and fitness 
programs. 832-510-7537.  
www.conservatoryseniorliving.com

Silverado Senior Living

7950 Baybranch Drive. Silverado is a memory 
care assisted living facility, which offers 
knowledgeable staff and registered nurses on 
site to care for residents with dementia. The 
facility features gardens and outdoor areas, 
as well as a master chef for residents’ meals. 

Physicians visit residents on site to provide 
specialized care for residents, regardless of 
difficult behaviors as a result of dementia. 
 281-882-3565. www.silveradosenior.com 

Autumn Leaves of The Woodlands

10700 Montfair Blvd. Autumn Leaves is a 
memory care assisted living facility featuring 
specialty trained staff, landscaped grounds, 
social activities and 24-hour access for 
residents’ families. 832-764-5324. 
thewoodlands.autumnleaves.com

Autumn Grove Cottage  
5000 W. Alden Bridge Drive. Autumn Grove 
Cottage is a 16-resident, private pay assisted 
living facility for seniors with Alzheimer’s 
Disease and other dementia related illnesses. 
With a smaller, home-like appearance, Autumn 
Grove Cottage offers assistance with day-
to-day activities, registered nurses available 
24 hours a day, and a nutrition and hydration 
program designed for seniors with memory 
loss. 281-400-1814. www.autumngrove.com

Regent Care Center  
10450 Gosling Road. Regent Care Center 
of The Woodlands provides comprehensive 
rehabilitation and skilled nursing for its 
residents, including physical therapy, speech 
therapy, respiratory care, pain management, 
and home and family education. The facility 
offers private and semi-private rooms and 
suites with cable ready rooms, laundry 
service, beauty salon, therapy gyms and 
television. 281-296-9234.  
www.regentcare.biz 

The Village at The Woodlands

2323 Lake Robbins Drive. Located along The 
Woodlands Waterway, The village features 
a formal library and living room, health and 
wellness programs, full-service and private 
dining rooms, fitness center, beauty and 
barber shop, concierge services, indoor pool, 
computers, social activities, and billiards 
room. 281-292-4600. 
www.villagewoodlands.com 

 

SENIOR Lifestyle

 

Meet Amazing People

® Reg. U.S. Patent and TM Office  20503-ROP01-0113  BC

To learn more or to schedule your personal visit, call (281) 292-4600 today.

Judging by many of our residents that’s true. They’re the kind of people who 
finish a Sudoku puzzle before breakfast and enjoy everything from sipping 

gourmet coffee to following the stock market. They also enjoy the living room at 
our community, an elegant oasis and a great place to enjoy a leisurely afternoon 
and some intelligent conversation with friends.  

Here, you’ll find more than fine cuisine, housekeeping and peace of mind. You’ll 
also discover modern accommodations, friendly faces and kindred spirits who 
seem to be forever young, just doing what they love. 

Your story continues here…

Independent Living
Personalized Assisted Living
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care 
(281) 292-4600
Facility Number: 104849

www.brookdaleliving.com

These days, 
they say 
that 70 
is the 

new 60.
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SENIOR Services
Interfaith’s Senior Services  

4242 Interfaith Way. Interfaith’s Senior 
Services programs provides information 
and referral programs, transportation, 
caregiver conferences, holiday gift programs, 
informational programs and workshops, and 
benefit option programs.  
281-367-1230. www.woodlandsinterfaith.org. 

Home Care Assistance  
2002 Timberloch Place, Ste. 200. Home 
Care Assistance of Montgomery County 
provides home care for senior citizens in The 
Woodlands and surrounding communities. 
Home Care Assistance staff are trained and 
available 24 hours a day by phone, engaging 
clients in physical, mental and social activities, 
and providing help in personal hygiene, 
transportation and medical needs.  
281-292-2928. www.homecareassistance.com

The Friendship Center

 
2235 Lake Robbins Drive. The Friendship 
Center provides several programs to seniors in 
the community, including congregate dining, 

meals on wheels, transportation to shopping 
and entertainment and other services such as 
counseling, grief management and utility bills. 
The centers also provide other activities, arts 
and crafts. 281-292-6353. 
www.thefriendshipcenter.com 

Quality Care Services

26460 I-45 N., Spring. Quality Care 
Services provides caregivers and personal 
care assistance that includes medication 
assistance, meal preparation, housekeeping 
and laundry, running errands and 
companionship. Criminal background checks 
are performed on all caregivers, who are 
monitored by field supervisors. 281-362-1155.  
www.qualitycares.com

Homewatch CareGivers  
1776 Woodstead Court, Ste. 208. Homewatch 
CareGivers provides ongoing and respite care 
from three hours per visit to 24-hour in-home 
care. All caregivers are screened, trained and 
insured, providing everything from grooming, 
housekeeping, transportation, and meal 
preparation. Homewatch CareGivers offers a 
free evaluation, and no long-term contracts 
are required. 281-882-8000.  
www.homewatchcaregivers.com 

Bright Star Care  
8505 Technology Forest Place, Ste. 502. Bright 
Star Care provides everything from child care 
to senior care 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week. Bright Star offers companion care, 
hygiene assistance and skilled nurses, among 
other services. 281-367-7827.  
www.brightstarcare.com 

SENIOR Activities
Montgomery County Memorial Library

The Montgomery County Memorial Library 
System provides a number of programs and 
services to the community, although they are 
not exclusive to seniors. The South Regional 
Library, at 2101 Lake Robbins Drive, and the 
George & Cynthia Woods MItchell Library, at 
8125 Ashlane Way, offer fiction and nonfiction 
book clubs, computer classes, knitting and 
stitching clubs and classes on portable 
reading devices. With tax season in full swing, 
the libraries also offer income tax assistance 
beginning in February through the AARP.  
936-539-7814. www.countylibrary.org 

Harris County Precinct 4

Harris County Precinct 4 offers several 
services and activities for seniors through its 
Senior Adult Program. The program provides 
community center classes and program, 
educational and recreational activities, 
informational and outreach services, special 
events with free and discounted tickets and 
transportation to events. Participants enjoy 
festivals, museums, plays, concerts and  
 

sporting events within a 150-mile radius of 
Houston. 281-893-3726. www.hcp4.net. 

Township Neighborhood Services

The Woodlands Township Neighborhood 
Services, at 2801 Technology Forest Blvd., 
holds quarterly or monthly meetings for 
seniors at local apartments regarding fire 
safety, crime prevention and emergency 
preparedness education. Also, an event with a 
medical guest speaker with lunch and games 
is held on the fourth Friday of the month at 
Copperwood Apartments. 281-210-3800. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov 

South Montgomery County YMCA

The South Montgomery County yMCAs offer 
group fitness classes, such as water aerobics, 
Seniorcise and Zumba Gold, specifically 
designed for active seniors. Although most 
courses are offered at the Shadowbend 
yMCA, located at 6145 Shadowbend Drive, 
the Branch Crossing location at 8100 Ashlane 
Way has begun offering some senior classes. 
The yMCAs also offer social activities, such as 
dominoes and bridge events, potluck lunches, 
field trips, theater outings and volunteer 
opportunities. 281-367-9622.  
ymcahouston.org/south-montgomery-county 

We provide counsel 
and expertise on:
•  Asset Protection

•  Tax and Charitable Planning

•  Trust and Estate Planning

• Family Business Issues with a 

 Focus on Succession Planning, 

 Exit Strategies and Business 

 Transactions

• Probate

• Trust and Estate Litigation

2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 200 - The Woodlands, TX 77380 
281-210-0140 • www.cpctexaslaw.com

 Steven J. Clausen 
M.B.A., J.D., LL.M. (in Taxation)

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE LAW

*

*

Who do you turn to when you have a family 
business, wealth preservation or tax issue? 

You turn to the expert who has handled these complex 
issues for over twenty-fi ve years as a large fi rm partner 

and as the owner of a boutique fi rm.

Call today to schedule 
an appointment: 

281.440.5300
or 866.333.6932

Internal & Family Medicine  |  Dermatology  |  Rheumatology  |  Radiology  |  Imaging  |  Laboratory

Compassionate

Care
Northwest Diagnostic Clinic - The Woodlands 
welcomes Shilpa Vaidya, M.D. to our team. 
Dr. Vaidya is Board Certifi ed in Internal 
Medicine and has been in practice 
since 2001.

She received her Doctorate in Medicine 
from Kasturba Medical College Manipal in 
India and her internship and residency 
training were completed at Montefi ore 
Medical Center/Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine in Bronx, New York.

Give Northwest Diagnostic Clinic a 
call to schedule an appointment 
with Dr. Vaidya. 

Learn more about us 
at nwdc.com

Cypress Station Area 
1140 Cypress Station Drive

Houston, TX  77090
(near Houston NW Medical Center) 

The Woodlands Clinic (Forest Crossing) 
9100 Forest Crossing Drive
The Woodlands, TX  77381

(near Research Forest and Gosling)

The Medical Center 
2010 Naomi Street, Suite A

Houston, TX  77054
(near Texas Medical Center)

Accepting most major insurance plans
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A s it was with most ele-
ments of development 
in the early history of 

The Woodlands, the opening of 
The Woodlands Mall was part 
business acumen, part persis-
tence and part luck. That the mall 
got built was not so much good 
fortune as it was an inevitability.

“The Woodlands Mall was 
always part of the general plan 
for The Woodlands,” said Roger 
Galatas, former president of The 
Woodlands Development Com-
pany and an early pioneer in 
the community’s creation. “Our 
focus was having a destination 
mall for people, not only in The 
Woodlands, but the north Hous-
ton area. The mall was going 
to be the centerpiece for retail 
development to attract people to 
The Woodlands.”

In 1982, the Development 
Company placed a sign along 
the I-45 South feeder road just 
south of Lake Woodlands Drive 

Thousands of shoppers gathered at the opening of The Woodlands Mall in 1994.
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announcing The Woodlands Mall 
was “Coming Soon.” There it sat 
for more than a decade as the 
Development Company waited 
for The Woodlands to grow. But 
the sign was also there for strate-
gic purposes.

“That sign was, in part, a 
defense measure,” Galatas wrote 
in his book, “The Woodlands: The 
Inside Story of Creating a Better 
Hometown.” 

The DeBartolo company was 
a developer interested in build-
ing a mall in the north Houston 
area at South Loop 336 and Hwy. 
105, Galatas said, but was more 
interested in a site farther north 
in Conroe at the intersection of 
South Loop 336 and Hwy. 105.

“We felt we could promote 
the belief that the mall wold be 
located in The Woodlands, and it 
could diminish the competition,” 
Galatas said. 

With the DeBartolo group out 
of the picture, the Development 

Company and Woodlands 
founder George Mitchell turned 
their attention to Homart, a mall 
developer and wholly owned 
subsidiary of Sears. Mitchell, 
Galatas, Mike Richmond and 
Ben Love flew to Chicago to 
meet with the chairman of the 
Sears Corp. board of directors on 
the top floor of the Sears tower to 
convince him to open a store in 
The Woodlands.

“That meeting was a watershed 
event,” Galatas said.

For the mall to be realized, 
it needed four anchor tenants. 
Dillard and Foley’s were two 
early commitments, along with 
Sears. Mervyn’s was accepted by 
Homart as the fourth tenant, and 
the mall was off and running.

The Woodlands Mall opened 
in 1994 to a crowd that had been 
promised its existence for more 
than a decade. On the morn-
ing the mall opened, Mitchell, 
Galatas and Richmond rode in a 
limousine to the grand opening 

The Woodlands Mall
Strategy, luck led to development
By Brian Walzel

hISTORy       THe woodlandS

celebration.
“When we got there at 9 

a.m., the mall parking lot was 
absolutely full,” Galatas said. 
“The mall ring road had people 
sitting around the curb waiting 
to get in.” 

As Mitchell made his way 
through the crowd, the thou-
sands on hand were there to 
greet him and shake his hand.

“It was more than a grand 
opening,” Galatas said. “It was an 
emotional thank you.”

A night of conversation...

shsu.edu/honors/letstalk  •  936.294.4061  •  letstalk@shsu.edu

Thursday, March 21, 2013  •  6:30 p.m.
Lowman Student Center Ballroom  •  Huntsville, TX

let’s talk!tm about

murder
justice

business
human trafficking

energy

storm chasers

terrorism

military

philanthropy

politics

giving

history

athletics

psychology

Paul Kruse

CEO and President
Blue Bell Creameries
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Spend a LIttLE time with our home improvement experts 
and spend a LOt more time ENjOyING your home!

Sponsors:

SHOW HIGHLIGHtS

Feature Exhibit 
by Spring Home & Outdoor 
See the newest in Massarelli's
Fountains and Garden Statuary,
big and small, iconic to whimsical.
Take home an original custom
made Massarelli’s Fountain, Urn
or Garden Statuary!

FOuNtAINS & GARDEN StAtuARy

Create your own 
picture-perfect patio from

Belgard Hardscapes!

MObILE DISPLAy
OF IDEAS

Feature Landscape by
Stewart Land Designs
Creative Design Ideas that
transform a backyard into a 
gorgeous Outdoor Living Area!

OutDOOR LIVING At ItS FINESt

FEAtuRE ExHIbIt 
by Keechi Creek builders
Designs for adapting your home to
changing and maturing needs. This
exhibit is jam-packed with ideas!

SPEAKER HIGHLIGHtS
Randy Lemmon
Popular Host

of GardenLine

DISCOuNt COuPONS 
on show website – $1 OFF Admission
and over 50 special  exhibitor offers!

11th Annual11th Annual

Show Hours 
Saturday 9 am - 7 pm
Sunday 10 am - 6 pm

Ticket Prices
Adults $9 • Seniors $7 • 12 and under Free

FREE PARKING!

MARCH 2 & 3
waterway marriott

WoodlandsShows.com
LIVE COOKING DEMOS

Cooking 
Stage

SNEAK PEEK
of The 
Woodlands
Waterway Art
Festival featured
artist Rick 
Loudermilk

10483.H&GWoodlandsSpr'13_CommunityImpact2_H&G  1/16/13  2:41 PM  Page 1

“Spending Time at the Office 
Has Never Been Such Fun!”

February 22 & 23 - 7:30 PM
February 24 - 2:30 PM

Tickets Available Online

ClassActProductions.org
(281) 292-6779

Nancy Bock Center for Performing Arts
3800 S. Panther Creek Drive - The Woodlands, TX 77381



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com32  FEaTuREs

CORRIDOR Compiled by Matt Stephens

Across from the Alden Bridge village 
Shopping Center, the Plazas at Alden 
Bridge along Research Forest Drive just 
west of Kuykendahl Road features an 
array of consumer services and shops, 
as well as several restaurants, spas, 
doctors and medical providers.

Financial

1  Wells Fargo provides banking 
services, including checking and savings 
accounts, credit cards, certificates of 
deposit and loans to individuals and 
businesses. The Alden Bridge location 
features drive-thru banking and an ATM. 
7801 Research Forest Drive.  
281-298-4870. www.wellsfargo.com 

2  Wells Fargo Home Mortgage 
assists its customers home buying, 
mortgage refinancing, home 
improvements and debt management. 
7901 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 1700.  
832-326-0946.  
www.wellsfargo.com/mortgage 

Dining

3  China Bridge serves authentic 
Chinese, Japanese and Thai cuisine 

favorites such as curry, stir fry and pad 
Thai seven days a week. The restaurant 
offers free delivery for orders of at least 
$18. 7901 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 
1600. 281-419-9812.  
www.chinabridgetx.com 

4  Shipley’s Donuts serves donuts, 
kolaches, coffee and other breakfast 
items. 7901 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 
100. 281-367-1660.  
www.shipleydonuts.ws 

5  Domino’s Pizza was founded in 
1960 and has grown to become one of 
the world’s largest pizza companies, 
with franchises across the country. 
Domino’s cooks and delivers a variety 
of pizza options, as well as sandwiches, 
pasta, chicken wings and sides. 7901 
Research Forest Drive, Ste. 300.  
281-298-9444. www.dominos.com 

health Care

6  Alden Health Center, Pllc. provides 
comprehensive, preventative health 
care through an interactive patient 
and doctor relationship. Dr. Luis Diaz 
is Board Certified in family medicine 
and completed his residency at Baylor 

College of Medicine. 7901 Research 
Forest Drive, Ste. 1400. 281-296-5000. 
www.aldenhealthcenterpllc.com

7  Village Chiropractic provides state-
of-the-art chiropractic techniques, as 
well as nutritional advice, instruction on 
corrective exercises, massage therapy, 
nutritional counseling and spinal and 
postural screenings. 7901 Research 
Forest Drive, Ste. 900. 281-292-4777. 
www.villagechiros.com

8  Mylene L. Buttross DDS offers 
basic dental services including exams, 
cleanings, crowns, bridges, bonding and 
whitening. 7901 Research Forest Drive, 
Ste. 800. 832-585-0330.  
www.buttrossdds.com

Retail

9  The Pool Supply Place offers pool 
supplies, pool toys, maintenance and 
equipment repair. Staff professionals 
clean, vacuum and chemically treat 
pools using environmentally safe 
traditional and alternative chemical 
methods. 7901 Research Forest Drive, 
Ste. 1200. 281-419-2665.  
www.thepoolsupplyplace.com  

10  Village Paper Co. offers 
personalized stationary, gifts and custom 
home products, selling specialty items 
from notepads, to wall art, to cell phone 
cases. 7901 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 
400. 281-459-9929.  
www.villagepaperco.com

Beauty

11  Beautiful U Salon & Spa offers 
a range of salon options such as hair 
color, hair extensions, straightening, 
manicures, pedicures, facials, waxing 
and massages. 7901 Research Forest 
Drive, Ste. 600. 281-292-0720.  
www.beautiful-u-thewoodlands.com 

Performing Arts 

12  Founded in 1987 by Director Karyn 
Simon-Poland, The Woodlands Civic 
Ballet has held performances of classics 
to the community. The Woodlands Civic 
Ballet offers a program in Russian-style 
classical ballet of all levels, as well as 
drill team classes and special coaching 
sessions. 7901 Research Forest Drive, 
Ste. 200. 281-362-7271.  
www.woodlandscivicballet.com 

The Plazas at Alden Bridge I   The Woodlands
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 Take an ordinary journey to an extraordinary place!

Sunday
February 17, 1:00pm
Wine Grape Varieties 

and Cultivation
Presented by:
Ken Wuensche

Overview of grape growing 
on the Gulf Coast

Thursday 
February 21, 10am

Saturday 
February 23, 1:30pm

Tomato Grafting
Presented by:

Tom LeRoy

Hands on workshop on grafting 
heirloom tomatoes onto hybrid 

tomato rootstock! Limit 25

Saturday
February 23, 10am
Vegetable Gardening

Presented by:
Tom Leroy & Bill Adams

FREE TOMATO PLANT FOR 
FIRST 150 PEOPLE

Attendees will learn soil 
preparation, maintenance, 
fertilization, disease and 
insect control and variety 

selection.

Sunday
February 24, 1pm

Bee Forum
Presented by:

Angela Chandler 
& Dean Cook

This is not a class, it is an 
informal meeting and discus-

sion hosted by The Arbor 
Gate to provide support to 
our growing community of 

natural beekeepers.

Thursday
February 28, 10am
Attracting Bluebirds 

to the Garden
Presented by:
Linda Crum

Learn the habitat and nesting 
habits and how to protect 
bluebirds with this popular 

presentation.

Saturday
March 2, 10am

Landscape Design 
Short Course
Presented by:

Gaye Hammond

This class covers how to 
build your own design, plant 

and color selections and 
things to avoid for a success-
ful landscape, and includes 

course materials.

Saturday
March 2, 9am–Noon

Gunters Heirloom 
Vegetables
Presented by:

Leah and Pam Gunter
Leah and Pam are experts 
in the growing of these 
traditional varieties and 

graciously pass along their 
knowledge.

ay

281.351.8851 • 15635 FM 2920 • Tomball, TX 77377 
Open 7 days a week • www.arborgate.com

The Arbor Gate
More events & details available online

Research Forest Dr. 
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Magnolia plan takes shape Education, water rights 
in line for legislative 
session

mAGNOLIA  little less than one 
year into comprehensive plan pro-
cess, the City of Magnolia has honed 
in on the importance of developing 
a more elaborate road network, the 
need for a more prominent city cen-
ter and growing the city population.

Although the plan is still in draft form, 
and funding hinges largely on the city 
striking up partnerships with develop-
ers, city officials are considering the idea 
of establishing a City Center in the open 
land behind City Hall. Many details 
have yet to be determined, but the new 
City Center would serve as a pedestrian-
friendly gathering place connecting 
businesses and activity centers with City 
Hall, and it could potentially contain 
housing developments as well.

“This is something that could help 
establish the identity of the downtown 
Magnolia area while filling a place that 
is currently vacant,” said Deborah Rose 
Miller, the city’s economic development 
coordinator. “We could build here for a 
reasonable price, but we can’t do it with-
out the help of developers.”

The plan is also noteworthy for putting 
a focus on mobility. For Magnolia to be 
prepared for an increase in population, 
planners say the city has to work toward 
setting up a network of roads to provide 
people with alternative corridors from 
the overburdened state roads, FM 1774 
and FM 1488.

“[Magnolia] has a spoke hub where 
everything is funneled through a few key 
intersections,” said Liz Probst, a planner 
with Kendig Keast Collaborative, the con-
sulting firm the city hired to help develop 
the plan. 
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

hOUSTON With the 83rd legislative 
session underway as of Jan. 8, representa-
tives plan to discuss and take action on 
matters concerning public education, 
continued economic development and 
water rights in areas throughout Texas.

Although a boost in economic vital-
ity—primarily from a 41 percent increase 
in oil and gas industry revenue taxes—has 
helped bring the state up to $8 billion in 
unexpected revenue, legislators and offi-
cials have suggested that a majority of the 
money be committed to restore an overall 
budget cut of 8 percent made last session.

Committees that saw the biggest cuts 
were public health and education, which 
account for roughly 82 percent of the over-
all state budget this year, said state Rep. 
Dwayne Bohac, R–Houston. 

“This is going to be a big issue session,” he 
said. “This is a time for major reform—not 
a time for timidity. 

Full story by John Rigg and Shawn Arrajj

TOP STORIES

Spring Break is a good time to have your wisdom teeth removed.  
Call today to make an appointment for a consultation and to schedule surgery. 
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In the proposal for developing a new pedestrian- 
friendly urban area within Magnolia city limits, 
Kendig Keast planners provide a detailed look at 
the possible ways to enhance city landscapes. 
Although nothing is set in stone, the plan 
recommends wide sidewalks, among other 
possibilities.

PROPOSED URBAN ENHANCEMENTS FOR MAGNOLIA

Source: Magnolia comprehensive plan draft

John Felmy
Chief Economist, 
American Petroleum 
Institute

Honorable U.S. 
Congessman Kevin Brady
8th District of Texas

Greg Brenneman
Chairman, CCMP Capital 
Advisors, LLC

David Arkless
President of Corporate 
and Government Affairs, 
Manpower Inc.

Alex Sutton
Co-President, The 
Woodlands Development 
Company

Tim Welbes
Co-President, 
The Woodlands 
Development Company

Gil Staley
CEO, The Woodlands Area 
Economic Development 
Partnership

Ron Mittelstaedt
CEO, Waste Connections

Lee Boothby
CEO, Newfield 
Exploration Company

THE BEST IS YET TO COME!

FRIDAY, MARCH 8, 2013 
AT THE WOODLANDS WATERWAY MARRIOT

HOTEL AND CONVENTION CENTER

SPEAKERS

Presenting 
Sponsor luncheon Sponsors

breakfast Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

silver Sponsors

bronze Sponsors

host 
Sponsors

Alta Mesa Holdings, LP
Amegy Bank of Texas

Community Impact Newspaper
Cypressbrook Company

J.P. Morgan
Karlins Ramey & Tompkins LLC

Masters In Dietetics, LLC
SWBC Mortgage

The Woodlands Christian Academy

A Strong CPA, LLC • Adriana Valenia, 
Investment Profesionals Inc. • Apex 

Strategic Partners, LLC • BBVA 
Compass • Bush Law Firm, P.C. • 
Cadence Bank, N.A. • CenterPoint 

Energy • Consolidated Communications 
• Donna Wick PR • Efficient Wealth 

Management, LLC • Errol Martin, Investment 
Counseling • Entergy Texas • First Bank 
• The John Cooper School • McKesson 

Specialty Health • Memorial Hermann The 
Woodlands Hospital • Montgomery County 
Hispanic Chamber • Mr. Rooter Plumbing • 
Nina A. Marino, Your Texas Realtor • Repsol 

USA • Shrieve Chemical Company, Inc. • 
South Montgomery County YMCA • Stibbs & 
Co., P.C., Attorneys • The Strong Firm P.C. • 
TalismanEnergy • Tough Law Firm, PLLC • 

Winstead PC • Woodforest Development, Inc. 
• Woodforest National Bank

For Sponsorship and Reservations 
Visit www.woodlandschamber.org
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Dining

Business 

IMPACTS

Now Open
kATy  Baskin’s Western and Work 
Wear opened Jan. 24 in Katy Ranch 
Crossing, at 24421 I-10, eastbound 
between Katy-Fort Bend Road and 
the Grand Parkway. The store offers 
a variety of boots, cowboy hats, 
western apparel, flame-resistant and 
safety clothing, and western style 
décor and novelties. 281-394-5245. 
www.baskins.com

hOUSTON Fro yoo Frozen yogurt 
is now open at 25704 Hwy. 290, Ste. 
F. The business has a wide variety 
of frozen yogurt flavors, ranging 
from dulce de leche to pomegranate 
raspberry to peach mango, along 
with toppings such as candy, cereal 
and fruit. 281-304-2292.  
www.fro-yoo.com

PINEhURST Harvest, a farmers 
market at 32155 Hwy. 249, 
Pinehurst, opened in January. Local 
vendors offer fresh vegetables, 
fruits, water rightplants, flowers and 
farm-raised eggs. Craft vendors sell 
handmade custom yard art, crosses 
and other gifts.  
www.facebook.com/
localharvestintomball

Coming Soon
hOUSTON Marco’s Pizza is under 
construction at 12149 FM 1960. 
The pizzeria offers specialty pizza 
ranging from Hawaiian chicken pizza 
to garden pizza to chicken fresco, 
along with wings, salads, desserts 
and meatball platters.  
www.marcos.com

CONROE Rita’s Ice and Custard will 
open in March at 3600 FM 1488. 
This will be the fourth Houston 
location for the franchise, which 
offers 62 flavors of ice and five 
flavors of custard. www.ritasice.com

REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our other editions Full stories online at impactnews.com

TOmBALL Since opening in 1950, 
Goodson’s Cafe has always billed itself 
as Tomball’s own hometown cafe, a title 
which many residents are inclined to 
agree with. After being thrust into the 
national and international spotlight over 
the years, the eatery has become what 
one might call a “food ambassador” 
for Tomball to the rest of the world.

“We have plenty of people who say they 

came to Tomball specifically because 
they wanted to try our food,” Owner 
Jimmy Fogerty said. “We’ve had guests 
come in from as far as Japan, China and 
places in Europe.”

Goodson’s was started up by Ella “Ma” 
Goodson on the northeast side of Tom-
ball during the oil boom. It moved to the 
Hwy. 249 location in 1985, which is about 
the time when Fogerty took over. 
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

CyPRESS In early September, Back-
yard Smokehouse opened at the for-
mer J.B. Smokehouse location on 
the corner of Fleur De Lis and Huff-
meister Road. The concept features 
an atmosphere similar to that of the 
well-known Backyard Grill, but with 
all new fare and a lot more options.

A new addition to the menu features 
weekly Friday specials on wild game 
from roasted stuffed quail to alligator 
etouffee. The restaurant incorporates a 
rustic design and offers a full bar with 14 
Texas beers.

“The grill is like a family’s backyard, 
[the smokehouse] is like going to the deer 
lease,” McShaffry said. 
Full story by John Rigg

kATy In an age where mass-pro-
duced furniture dominates homes, 
Far Pavilions in Katy prides itself in 
creating one-of-a-kind pieces using 
materials from around the world. 

Owned by the husband and wife team 
of Hannu and Ratna Pande, the furni-
ture store mainly showcases items from 
Southeast Asia, South America and local 
Texan artisans.

“It is a great pleasure to get to com-
bine pieces from all over the world and 
see how it all comes together harmoni-
ously in a person’s home,” Ratna said. 
“We travel around the world and go to 
homes that are being torn down and 
purchase not only furniture but archi-
tectural elements. We take the ceiling 

tiles, wall tiles, columns and ship them 
to our workshop in India.”

At the workshop, a design team 
repurposes the parts the Pandes selected 
and creates new furniture pieces using 
quality wood from the United States. 
Ratna said she can also create custom 
pieces for customers who have their own 
materials. 

Although the Pandes purchase 
antique architectural materials, Ratna 
said the furniture does not look ethnic 
in that it combines traditional and con-
temporary trends and can stay in style 
for decades. 

Since opening the store nine years 
ago, the Pandes have set their sights on 
selling versatile pieces that are not mass 
produced. Each item is unique.
Full story by Carrie Thornton
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27931 Business 249
Tomball • 281-351-1749
www.goodsonscafetomball.com

13802 Fleur de Lis Blvd. 
Cypress • 281-469-3485
www.goodsonscafetomball.com

20425 I-10
Katy • 281-579-3858
www.farpavilions.com

Goodson’s Cafe

Backyard Smokehouse

Far Pavilion

www.bandierpartners.com

Krissie Vanyo - 281.210.0097    
krissie@bandierpartners.com

GREAT BUILDING, LOCATION AND RATES

26010 Oak Ridge Drive 
Up to 2, 500 +/- sq. ft. available

Class A O�  ce Space For Lease in The Woodlands

www.PinotsPale� e.com/Woodlands 
3091 College Park Drive

The Woodlands, TX 77384

Join us for an unforge� able evening of fun, 
friends, and fi ne art where you bring the 
cocktails and we provide the canvases!

936-321-ARTS (2787)

Check out 
our online 

calendar for

Spring Break
SPECIALS
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should be completed by 2014, but the con-
struction schedule of each section has not 
been finalized, Smith said. The SJRA could 
begin distributing surface water to county 
users by June 2015. 

Traffic concerns 
 The four-lane section of Research Forest 

Drive near FM 2978 will have one lane closed 
as the pipeline is installed beneath the road’s 
shoulder, Smith said. However, as Research 
Forest Drive turns into six lanes farther east, 
pipeline will be installed beneath the pave-
ment, forcing traffic to the westbound side 
of the six-lane thoroughfare. 

“The benefit  to going under the pavement 
is it really gives our contractor a lot of room 
to work,” Smith said. “If we can close off that 
section of road that he’s working on, he can 
get in, dig trenches, lay pipe and get out.”

Montgomery County officials asked that 
the recently constructed lanes of Research 
Forest Drives not be dug up, Smith said, so 
only older sections of the eastbound road 
will be removed and repaved afterward. 
The project similarly helps the county on 
Grogan’s Mill Road, where the southbound 
lanes will be repaved after the installation. 

“It was a win-win for us,” Precinct 3 
Commissioner James Noack said. 

Noack said the re-paving of Grogan’s 
Mill Road, one of the precinct’s older roads, 
was a $20 million project to be funded in 
the 2010 bond referendum turned down by 
Montgomery County voters. 

This project will repave the southbound 
lanes at no cost to the county, although it 
will be taxpayer-funded through water 
bills, he said. 

Nearby residents of each pipeline section 
will receive a notice in the mail when the 
project is approved for construction stating 
who the contractor is and where and when 
construction will begin and end, Smith said.

The SJRA and county have worked 
together to ensure sections of the pipeline 
are built within a specific time frame, Smith 
said. The section of Research Forest Drive 
near The Woodlands High School and 
other sections of Grogan’s Mill Road near 
schools can only be constructed during the 

Water
Continued from | 1

summer months. Additionally, Grogan’s 
Mill Road between Woodlands Parkway 
and Research Forest Drive can only be con-
structed between January and April as to 
avoid creating more traffic congestion dur-
ing the holiday shopping season and events 
like Memorial Hermann Ironman Texas. 

Smith said major intersections will not 
be closed for construction, as contractors 
will use a tunneling technique to avoid 
affecting those intersections. 

Results of change
It has yet to be determined by the SJRA 

how much groundwater or surface water 
customers will use in any given month.  

Faced with a $488 million cost for the 
project, the SJRA is paying off its bonds 
through fees from county water users over 
30 years. Users can expect to pay at least an 
additional $3.65 per 1,000 gallons of water 
they use once the groundwater reduction 
plan is implemented in their area. 

Jim Stinson, president of The Woodlands 
Joint Powers Association, said the organiza-
tion has not determined future water rates, 
but the rates will increase based on usage 
while combining surface and groundwater 
fees to create one rate. 

If The Woodlands does not use ground-
water one month, he said, it is possible 
there would be no groundwater usage fee 
that month.

With The Woodlands using about 10 
million gallons a day during the winter and 
as much as 38 million gallons a day during 

the summer, Stinson said, the 37 ground-
water wells will be used primarily in the 
summer or in case of damage to the surface 
water distribution system. 

“Research from the Lone Star Ground-
water Conservation District indicates that 
Montgomery County is pumping more 
water from underground aquifers than is 
being recharged,” Stinson said. “This prac-
tice will result in a host of undesirable con-
ditions including lost storage capacity in the 
aquifer, land subsidence, increased pumping 
cost and water quality degradation.”

Oak Ridge North City Manager Vicky 
Rudy said the city will use surface water 
for 30 percent of its water needs. 

“We’re part of a larger community where 
the source of water is diminishing,” she 
said. “We’re happy to partner with the com-
munity to make sure there’s enough water 
for Montgomery County for years to come.”

Rudy said the pipeline construction will 
come through Maplewood Drive, to Rob-
inson Road, where the city’s water plant is 
located. She said construction along Maple-
wood Drive could begin in the spring. 
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Non-roadway pipeline
Pipeline along roadway
Transmission Lines

105

45

2978

1488

2854

The San Jacinto River 
Authority will begin 
installing new water 
pipelines along major 
roadways throughout 
The Woodlands and 
Oak Ridge North 
beginning this summer. 
The pipeline installation 
project is expected to 
be complete by the fall 
of 2015.
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Maplewood Dr.  

Gosling Rd. 
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SINCE 1971

“We’re your neighborhood auto repair shop and have been for 40 years”

Complete Automotive & Transmission Service • RV Repair • Complete Differential Service 
Hybrid Service • Complete Transfer Case Service • Quick Oil Change

Engine Repair & Preventative Maintenance • Radiator & Cooling Systems • Diesel Engine Repair 
Steering, Front End & Suspension • State Inspection • A/C Conditioning & Heating

Welding & Fabrication • Trailer & Hydraulic Repair • Detailing

29707 W. Hawthorne Dr, Spring, TX 77386 • (281) 367-3535

Nicoletti’s
H O U S E  O F  F I N E  L A M P S

established in 1944

Tues. - Sat. 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  •  Closed Sun. & Mon.
440 Rayford Road • Spring, Texas • 281-296-6633

www.Nicolet tisL amps.com

20% O� 

Lamps • Lampshades • Repair
(one per person with coupon - only Nicoletti’s)(one per person withh coupon - only Nicoletti’s)
Your � rst Lamp or Shade purchase

Lake 
Conroe 

Source: SJRA
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district will open Ann Snyder Elementary 
School in the fall near the intersection of 
Rayford Road and Riley Fuzzel Road. The 
new school will be Conroe ISD’s sixth cam-
pus in the Rayford Road corridor. 

Lisa Meeks, spokeswoman for Conroe 
ISD, said the district will need to construct 
a second high school in the Oak Ridge 
feeder zone in about the next six years. 

Commercial development
In addition to housing growth, commer-

cial developers are claiming tracts of land 
ahead of increased populations and the 
opening of Grand Parkway. 

In March of 2012, H-E-B announced it 
had purchased a 21.3-acre tract of land on 
Riley Fuzzel Road on the southwest corner 
of Rayford Road. According to the J. Beard 
Real Estate Company, which brokered the 
sale, that parcel is part of a larger 67-acre 
tract designated for commercial use.

Plans for a Wal-Mart at the northwest 
corner of Rayford Road and Riley Fuzzel 
Road are nearly finalized, said Jeff Beard of 
the J. Beard Real Estate Company.

“Most of their growth is going to be 
retail,” said Josh Feinberg of the J. Beard 
Real Estate Company.  “But most of the 
office space [in the area] is controlled fairly 
tightly by The Woodlands.” 

Feinberg said he expects about four or 
five restaurants to open in the area along 
with consumer service amenities, such 
as pharmacies, insurance companies and 

Growth
Continued from | 1

anchored pad sites. 

Real estate development
In the last year, residential real estate 

developers have announced plans to build 
more than 7,000 new homes in the next few 
years in the Rayford Road corridor.

Among those developments is Harmony, 
previously known as Discovery at Spring 
Trails, which, according to Johnson Devel-
opment, still has about 2,000 home sites 
remaining to be developed. In Novem-
ber of last year, Toll Brothers announced 
its plans to develop a 692-acre tract along 
Riley Fuzzel Road that will see construc-
tion of 1,350 luxury style homes. Similar 
homes have recently sold in The Wood-
lands for between $443,000 and $575,000.

“We will add probably another 3,000 or 
4,000 units divided into three projects,” 
Holcomb said of the Imperial Oaks devel-
opment.

Johnson Development will develop Har-
mony’s 2,000 home sites during the next six 
to eight years, while the Toll Brothers proj-
ect will begin in 2014.

“I think if you take everything into con-
sideration, Grand Parkway is the driving 
force for that corridor,” said David Assid, 
assistant vice president for Toll Brothers. 
“I would anticipate the east side [of Mont-
gomery County] to develop a little quicker 
than [the west side].”

Mobility challenges
Population numbers are expected to 

steadily increase over the next decade in 
southeast Montgomery County. According 

to a study conducted by the Houston-
Galveston Area Council, the population 
around the 77386 ZIP code will escalate to 
39,595 by 2025. 

“A lot of growth puts a lot of pressure on 
infrastructure,” Holcomb said.

Noack said one of his goals as the new 
county commissioner is to bring more 
attention to the mobility concerns of the 
Rayford Road area and develop a plan to 
address those concerns. 

“From a residential standpoint, the east 
side of I-45 is going to see the strongest res-
idential growth in Montgomery County,” 
Noack said. “I am working on a major 
thoroughfare and road plan, and no doubt 
I want to do everything I can to keep traffic 
moving out there.”

Among the improvements Noack said 
could potentially ease congestion along 
Rayford Road would be a west-to-north-
bound direct connector from Rayford 
Road onto the Hardy Toll Road.

“That would pull so many cars out of that 
Rayford Road line,” he said.

As Noack and other mobility planners 
look for ways to ease congestion in a rapidly 
growing population segment, real estate 
developers will continue to take advantage 
of a shifting focus of development.

“All of the dynamics are pushing growth 
somewhere other than The Woodlands 
right now,” Beard said.
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Bender’s Landing

Discovery at Spring Trails

Toll Brothers Development

Legends Trace and Estates

Imperial Oaks

ZIP code 77386

Future Grand Parkway

A demographic and population analysis 
conducted by Conroe ISD showed 
developers plan to build more than 
3,000 homes along the Rayford Road 
corridor over the next nine years.
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What type of development in the Rayford Road corridor are 
you most interested in seeing?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/wdl-poll

Source: Conroe ISD, Toll Brothers
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25307 Interstate 45 N, Suite 150
The Woodlands, TX 77380

281-210-0090   ■   info@bandierpartners.com

www.bandierpartners.com   ■   www.bandierinsights.com

A SOCIAL Growth Movement

Game Changers =      

      BanDier

  Game Changers in ....ExxonMobil Mega Campus 
Real Estate Intelligence, Opportunistic & 

Avant-garde Approach, Resiliency & Endurance 

Join our new SOCIAL site ■ www.bandierinsights.com

R BD, C  BD, I  BD.

Featured listings are randomly selected. If you are a real estate agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your commercial properties 
listed in our real estate section at no cost, please send property information and photo to wdl@impactnews.com. All listings will be considered for 
publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper. 

Commercial properties
The Woodlands

REAL ESTATE

Featured center Featured properties

9400 Grogan’s Mill Road                           $25.00/sf/yr
Total sq.ft. 30,512.           Available sq.ft.2,700
Agent: Jeff Beard, J. Beard Real Estate Co.  
281-367-2220

16610 I-45 S.  $20.00 - $25.00 sf/yr                                     
Total sq.ft. 24,000    Available sq.ft. 3,000
Agent: Aaron Gooch, Gooch Flencher Real Estate
713-444-9836

North Freeway at Spring Hill $23.00 sf/yr                               
Total sq.ft. 93,737   Available sq.ft. 17,418
Agent: Trey Halberdier, BANDIER Realty Partners, LLC
281-210-0094

19189 I-45 North  $22.00 sf/yr                      
Total sq.ft. 34,924  Available sq.ft. 3,965
Agent: Peggy Rougeou, Tarantino Properties, Inc.              
713-974-4292

S. Millbend Drive and Gosling Road 
2230 Buckthorne Place

• A specialty mixed-use shopping center with  20 
individual shops, restaurants, businesses and home 
of the Farmer’s Market.  

Town Center Plaza 

Texas Community Bank Building

Research Plaza

Energy North at Spring Hill

Grogan’s Mill Village Center
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Featured Neighborhood
Imperial Oaks

Build-out year: Still building

Square footage: 1,298–4,952

Home values: $74,000–$441,900

HOA dues (estimated): $360–$781/yr.

Amenities: Multiple parks, Webber Pond Nature 
Preserve, Redwing Natural Preserve, Imperial Oaks 
Resident’s Club

Nearby attractions: The Woodlands Mall, Market Street

Property taxes:

Conroe ISD    1.2950%

Montgomery County   0.4838%

North Harris CO JR College  0.1210%

Emergency Services District  0.1000%

Montgomery County Hospital  0.0745%

Total (per $100 value) 2.0743%

Market Data provided by 
Haley Garcia-Laubenstein

Signature Living Properties | Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

Homes on the market (As of December 31, 2012)

Featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (Jan. 1–Dec. 31, 2012)

No. of homes for sale 34

No. of homes under contract 28

Average days on the market 66

No. of homes sold 267

Square footage (low/high) 1,298 / 4,862

Selling price (low/high) $74,000 / $415,000
4 Bedroom / 2 Full Bath, 2,159 sq. ft. $199,500
Broker: Keller Williams  281-364-1588

2622 Hilldale Park Lane

5 Bedroom / 4.5 Bath, 4,190 sq. ft. $380,000
Broker: Real Living Houston Home Sales 281-655-4443

2210 North Imperial Path Lane

5 Bedroom / 4.5 Bath, 4,500 sq. ft. $349,000
Broker: Realty Associates  713-464-0700

31014 Imperial Path Lane

5 Bed / 3 Full/2 Half Bath, 4,155 sq ft $446,432 
Broker: Weekley Properties  800-758-3238

31305 Riley Woods

REAL ESTATE

Market Data
On the market  (As of February 1, 2013) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale/ Average days on the market

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or under 10/86 7/74 –– –– 27/74 42/112 19/45

$150,000–$199,999 3/7 4/34 –– 2/32 17/78 54/14 20/76

$200,000–$299,999 8/35 9/59 13/31 13/43 17/90 46/56 23/68

$300,000–$399,999 4/32 7/79 10/42 15/99 14/121 24/98 36/79

$400,000–$499,999 6/62 12/78 5/78 6/196 1/5 3/75 20/127

$500,000–$599,999 4/48 3/101 8/74 1/20 1/152 –– 7/88

$600,000–$799,999 7/190 5/134 14/57 –– –– 1/84 21/68

$800,000–$999,999 5/101 4/86 20/136 1/337 –– –– 21/97

$1 million + 16/132 7/200 36/161 –– 3/3/4 –– 22/221

Number of homes sold/Average price

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

Dec 2011 23/$591,676 42/$324,168 40/$381,885 17/$241,982 23/$146,432 59/$186,862 42/$322,479

Dec 2012 22/$523,428 44/$408,896 53/$438,843 $15/$260,809 26/$173,668 53/$186,862 57/$427,633

Nov 2012 18/$326933 45/$326499 47/$376253 23/$286713 36/$181902 65/$196126 56/$313937

Oct 2012 25/$289,898 52/$335,918 50/$435,475 15/$233,543 33/$233,543 38/$167,535 42/$262,295

Sep 2012 16/$263,821 49/$276,654 67/$412,770 21/$259,408 28/$172,930 70/198,840 45/$285,457

Aug 2012 30/$240,405 73/$294,963 97/$371,598 22/$226,727 20/$159,971 66/$154,309 62/$329,372

Jul 2012 11/$243,000 55/$358,539 77/$468,175 14/$264,858 25/$170,091 56/$181,560 45/$322,684

Jun 2012 14/$448,866 57/$361,117 110/$438,341 25/$262,566 28/$172,932 54/$164,926 52/$340,821

May 2012 24/$480,000 62/$361,000 63/$425,000 19/$259,000 22/$151,000 71/$179,000 44/$291,000
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For more information on this listing call:
Haley Garcia-Laubenstein

281.701.6174 heritagetexas.com

4415 Tropper CT.
Benders Landing est. | $795,000

27762 Spring Hill
spring HiLL Farms | $895,000

31 lamerie Way
CarLton Woods | $1,845,000
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TURNING THE UNPLEASANT 
MISFORTUNE OF AN ACCIDENT INTO A 
PLEASANT EXPERIENCE IS OUR GOAL.

FREE ESTIMATES
& SHUTTLE SERVICE

On Site Rental Cars And Shuttle Service
I-45 North @ Louetta Just 2 Miles North Of 1960 • 800-254-0216 

FredHaasToyota.com

CypresswoodCypresswood

LouettaLouetta

FM1960FM1960

MUST PRESENT COUPON BEFORE REPAIRS BEGIN
See Dealer for Complete Details.  Not valid with any other offer.

#1 Claims based on Total Retail Sales, GST 2012 YTD.

10% OFF
PLUS FREE RENTAL CAR

ANY FRED HAAS
CERTIFIED COLLISION
CENTER REPAIR

FREDHAASTOYOTA.COM  •  I-45 NORTH @ LOUETTA 2 MILES NORTH OF 1960  •  800-254-0216
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