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Segments F1, F2, G 
enter design phase

Woodlands Township sets goals for 2013

The interchange at Hwy. 290 will combine Grand Parkway Segments E and F1.

By Brian Walzel
Construction is set to begin this summer 

on the northernmost portions of the Grand 
Parkway, the 180-mile outer loop of the 
Houston-metro area. The project is expected 
to improve mobility  and is already  proving 
to be a catalyst for commercial and residen-
tial development in one of the fastest growing 
regions in the country.

Segments F1, F2 and G, each four-lane 
tolled roads, will comprise 37.8 miles of the 
total project and will stretch from Hwy. 290 
to Hwy. 59. 

“[Grand Parkway] will spread traffic as it 
comes into Houston and around the city and 
not chew up major arteries,” said William  
Burge, president of the Grand Parkway Asso-
ciation. “It will allow traffic to flow from one 
sector [of Houston] to another without hav-
ing to come all the way into Beltway 8.”

Serving as the Houston area’s third outer 
loop, after Loop 610 and Beltway 8, the north 
and northwest segments of Grand Parkway 
are designed to ease the flow of some of the 
heaviest traffic in the Gulf Coast region.

“It will improve access to and from the 
growing commerce of the port region to the 
statewide grid of major highways and take 
that heavy traffic out of the urban core,” said 
Eddie Sanchez, director of Houston Special 
Projects Office for the Texas Department of 
Transportation. “It will allow area residents 
greater choice in work and home locations to 
satisfy their needs for employment and hous-
ing.”

By Matt Stephens
Following a year in which The 

Woodlands Township lowered its 
property tax rate despite spend-
ing millions on projects and 
drought recovery, as well as mak-
ing a significant decision against 
an incorporation vote, the town-
ship faces transportation and 
mobility concerns and a new set 
of projects in 2013. 

“I’m very honored and 
proud to look back on all the 
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See Grand Parkway | 36

See Township | 38

Local Grand Parkway construction upcoming

Start of construction
One of the last major hurdles before start-

ing construction on Segments F1 through G 
was the approval of the project’s developer by 
the Texas Transportation Commission. That 
approval came in September during a meet-
ing in The Woodlands when the TTC selected 

Zachry-Odebrecht, an alliance of Zachary 
Construction Corporation and Odebrecht 
Construction Inc., as the developer for the 
project. 

Zachry-Odebrecht will develop the three 
segments, while subcontracting with 13 

accomplishments of 2012,” said 
Bruce Tough, chairman of the 
township Board of Directors. “I 
look forward to 2013 to imple-
menting all of the board policies 
and priorities that the board set 
at the strategic planning meeting 
[in November].”

The upcoming year may not 
see any movement on the issue 
of incorporation as the board 
opted not to hold a vote in 2014 
on whether to become a city. 

Residential feedback from sur-
veys and governance forums 
against incorporation, as well as 
a significant tax impact on the 
residents, did not outweigh the 
benefits of incorporation, Tough 
said. 

However, Tough said incor-
poration of The Woodlands 
could be “inevitable” and could 
come about from the interest of 
the residents. He said the big-
gest motivator toward future 

incorporation could be trans-
portation and mobility, which he 
sees as the biggest concern facing 
the community in 2013. 

“I really think that’s going to be 
our central focus,” Tough said. 

Transportation
The township board recently 

created a Transportation Ad 
Hoc Committee. The committee 
focuses on mobility issues and 
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Office Inquiries
Robert S. Parsley or Norman V. Munoz

713.830.2136

Retai l  Inquiries
Rip Reynolds
281.719.6125

Land Inquiries
Greg Jordan
281.719.6189

T h e Wo o d l a n d s - C o m m e r c i a l . c o m

Bring your company home to The Woodlands’ newest destination – 

One Hughes Landing. This new Class A, 8-story, 197,000-square-foot 

office building is located in Hughes Landing on Lake Woodlands, a 66-acre

mixed use development planned to include up to eight office  buildings complemented by retail shops, restaurants, boutique hotels and urban

residences. Situated at the upper end of 200-acre Lake Woodlands, Hughes Landing will be a naturally beautiful, walkable environment to be 

enjoyed by employees, residents and visitors.

Step up to quality. Bring your company and your family home to The Woodlands. 

To find out more about Hughes Landing on Lake Woodlands and other commercial properties in The Woodlands, contact:

A wholly-owned subsidiary of The Howard Hughes Corporation

Hughes Landing on Lake Woodlands

One Hughes Landing

ONE HUGHES LANDING
Premier Class  A Office Building 

OCCUPANCY SEPTEMBER, 2013

Impact_Jan_Layout 1  12/17/12  9:32 AM  Page 1



The Woodlands Edition • January 2013 nEWs  3



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com4  nEWs

2010 & 2011

It’s more than just a name, it’s a way of doing business.

DWRConstruction.com
445 Spring Hill Dr. Sping, TX 77386

Call Today for A Free 
At Home Estimate. 281.419.4144   936.271.5185

The Company
    That Does It All!

Exterior Services:
• Carports

• Patio Covers

• Sunrooms

• Screen Rooms

• Outdoor Kitchens

• Room Additions

• Garage Doors

• Stucco & Hardie Siding

• Roofing

• Windows

• Painting

• Fencing

CCall Today for A Free

• Painting

• Fencing

All offers subject to change.

12
MONTHS

NO INTEREST
If paid in full in

12 months

20%OFF
PATIO COVERS,
SUNROOMS

& ADDITIONS

Screen Rooms Room Additions

Outdoor Living

Patio Covers
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FrOm ThE GENErAl mANAGEr
Welcome to the Janu-

ary Issue and to the all-
new look of Community 
Impact Newspaper.

Our January Issue 
gives readers an update 
on important commu-
nity issues and projects 
we covered in 2012. This 
month’s stories update 
you on the status of 
everything from public 
transportation, to gov-

ernance, to notable businesses that opened last year, as 
well as updates on local and state legislation as the 83rd 
Texas Legislative Session begins. 

We have redesigned the publication from front to 
back to include more reader-friendly typeface, graphics, 
formats and a better use of color. Impact Deals has been 
upgraded to make it easier to identify each advertiser 
and to clip coupons.

Among the topics we cover this month are a feature 
on the Grand Parkway and the latest plans of our com-
munity leaders for 2013.

In addition, readers can learn about significant 
construction projects that will affect our lives, such 
as the expansion of Woodlands Parkway from four to 
six lanes, continued development of Hughes Landing, 
projects along The Woodlands Waterway, and a new 
Nordstrom store at The Woodlands Mall.

Community Impact Newspaper is proud to include 
12,000 new addresses east of I-45 this month as we 
expand our coverage to include all homes, apartments 
and businesses in the area that includes Imperial Oaks, 
Legends Ranch, Benders Landing, and Harmony/Spring 
Trails. 

Jim Pollard
General manaGer

jpollard@impactnews.com

Publishers and founders

John and Jennifer Garrett
Publisher - housTon meTro

Jason Culpepper
General manaGer

Jim Pollard, jpollard@impactnews.com

Editorial
execuTive ediTor  Cathy Kincaid
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caPiTol corresPondenT  Karen Brooks harper
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Advertising
accounT execuTive  Patty Mchugh

accounT coordinaTor  Tiffany Jarvis

Design
creaTive direcTor  derek Sullivan

GraPhic desiGners  Jackie Brunk, Shawn epps,  
Paige holsapple

ad ProducTion manaGer  Tiffany Knudtson

Business
vP of oPeraTions  Claire love

vP of finance  darren lesmeister
business direcTor  Misty Pratt

circulaTion & oPeraTions manaGer  david ludwick
assisTanT oPeraTions manaGer  ashley Wagner

About us
John and Jennifer Garrett began Community impact 

newspaper in 2005, in Pflugerville, Texas. The company’s 
mission is to build communities of informed citizens 

and thriving businesses through the collaboration of a 
passionate team. now, with 13 markets in the austin, 

houston and dallas/Fort Worth metro areas, the paper is 
distributed to more than 870,000 homes and businesses.

Contact us
8400 n. Beltway 8 W. Ste. 220

houston, TX 77064 • 281-469-6181
www.impactnews.com

Press releases  wdlnews@impactnews.com
adverTisinG  wdlads@impactnews.com

commenTs  wdlfeedback@impactnews.com
subscriPTions  impactnews.com/subscriptions

©2013 JGMedia, all RiGhTS ReSeRved. no RePRoduCTion oF any PoRTion 
oF ThiS iSSue iS alloWed WiThouT WRiTTen PeRMiSSion FRoM The PuBliSheR.

vIsIt Us OnLInE
Online exclusive news
www.impactnews.com

Regularly updated coupons
impactdeals.com

Find us on Facebook at
impactnews.com/wdl-facebook

Follow us on twitter
@impactnews_wdl

subscribe to our e-newsletter at
impactnews.com

COmmUNITy FEEDBACk
takE tHE pOLL Last mOntH’s pOLL REsULts

What new projects or initiatives do 
you think are most important for 
the continued development of The 
Woodlands?

  More and improved sports fields

  More village parks

  lower property tax rate

  enhanced pedestrian and mobility projects in Town Center

  enhanced public safety

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/
thewoodlands-poll

look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

What type of development does  
The Woodlands need more of?

  31.58%                                   Single-family homes

  28.95%                            Town homes 

  26.32%                     other

               7.89%   Renter-occupied homes

  5.26%   Multifamily developments

Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected  
dec. 13, 2012–Jan. 8, 2013

Read this month’s stories about the plans and goals for The 
Woodlands Township in 2013, then go online and take the poll.

For our december 2012 edition, Community Impact News-
paper The Woodlands reported on the increased demand for 
rental housing in The Woodlands, as well as new multifamily 
developments either under construction or in the works. We 
asked readers what type of housing is still needed.
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Woodlands offers new and used 
Volkswagen vehicles, as well as other 
pre-owned vehicles. The dealership also 
provides parts and service to Vokswagen 
vehicle owners, including oil changes and 
tire rotations. 866-442-6664.  
www.vwofthewoodlands.com

4  School of Rock opened Dec. 3 at 30420 
FM 2978 Ste. 440, with a grand opening 
scheduled for Jan. 19. The school teaches 
students of all skill levels in guitar, bass, 
drums, keyboards and vocals. School of 
Rock focuses on ages 6-18, but does offer 
Grad School for older students interested 
in learning. 832-585-0442.  
www.schoolofrock.com.

5  For Woodlands residents looking to 
ease their back pain, Relax the Back has 
opened at Market Street, at 9595 Six Pines 
Drive, Ste. 1200. Relax the Back provides 
posture and back support products such 
as ergonomic chairs, mattresses and zero 
gravity recliners, while trained staff are 
available to answer questions.  
281-298-5000. www.relaxtheback.com

6  A new Ashley Furniture location at 
25414 I-45 N. held its grand opening Nov. 
21. Ashley has grown to become the largest 
home furniture manufacturing company 
with locations across North America since 
opening its first factory in 1970.  
281-210-3600. www.ashleyfurniture.com

7  SOZO Boutique Salons and Spa, 
at 10868 Kuykendahl Road in The 
Woodlands Crossing Shopping Center, 
held its grand opening Nov. 3. An upscale 
spa, Sozo offers hairstyling, makeup, Botox 
and massage therapy services.  
281-516-0591.   
www.sozoboutiquesalons.com

8  The family owned Sydney Nail and 
Spa recently opened at 3759 FM 1488, 
Ste. 800 in the Village of Alden Bridge. 
Offering traditional nail and spa services, 
Sydney Nail and Spa has been open about a 
month. 281-465-0444. 

9  A Great Clips styling salon has 

Now Open

1  The Joint…The Chiropractic Place has 
opened its first clinic in The Woodlands at 
Market Street, 9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 
1480. The Joint intergrates chiropractic 
services into the daily maintenance and 
improvement of one’s health and lifestyle. 
The clinic provides affordable care 
with licensed chiropractors for all ages. 

No appointments necessary. Walk-ins 
welcome. 281-465-8555.  
www.thejoint.com.

2  Papa Murphy’s Pizza brought take-
and-bake style of pizza to The Woodlands 
at 598 Sawdust Road in December. Unlike 
other pizzerias, Papa Murphy’s prepares 
the pizza for its customers, who then 
bake it at home. The pizza company also 

provides sides like salads and cheesy bread. 
Since opening in 1981, Papa Murphy’s 
Pizza has grown to the fifth-largest pizza 
company in the United States with more 
than 1,200 locations. 832-585-0744.  
www.papamurphys.com

3  Volkswagen of The Woodlands has 
opened at 16785 I-45 S. A 25,000-square-
foot dealership, Volkswagen of The 
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opened at 3759 FM 1488, Ste. 450. The 
store offers haircuts for men, women and 
children. With more than 3,000 salons and 
30,000 stylists in the United States and 
Canada, Great Clips is the world’s largest 
salon brand, credited with launching the 
industry’s first online check-in service.  
281-292-3900. www.greatclips.com

Coming Soon

10  Construction began in early January 
on BurgerFi, at 1501 Lake Robbins Drive 
in Waterway Square. The restaurant is 
expected to be completed in March. One 
of only two locations in the Houston area, 
BurgerFi offers a variety of natural angus 
burgers and hotdogs, fresh-cut fries, wines 
and specialty beverages, in addition to 
frozen custards and desserts. 
www.burgerfi.com

11  Pei Wei Asian Diner is scheduled 
to open Feb. 11 at 10868 Kuykendahl 
Road, Ste. E in the Woodlands Crossing 
Shopping Center. With more than 170 
restaurants spanning 24 states, Pei Wei 
offers a variety of Asian cuisine from 
China, Japan, Vietnam, Korea and 
Thailand cooked fresh on 600-degree 
woks. www.peiwei.com

12  Construction of Bob’s Steak and 
Chop House steakhouse, to be located on 
Research Forest Drive between Six Pines 
Drive and Grogan’s Mill Road, is expected 
in the beginning of 2013 with completion 
slated for the spring. The Woodlands 
location will be the first Bob’s Steak & 
Chop House in the Houston area. Along 
with prime steak and chops, Bob’s offers 
fresh seafood and salads. A collection of 
more than 400 wines is featured.
www.bobs-steakandchop.com

13  The second Massage Heights in The 
Woodlands will open in mid-March 
at 4775 W. Panther Creek Drive. The 
2,350-square-foot facility will offer face 
massages, foot scrubs, and active therapy 
and aromatherapy.  
www.massageheights.com

14  Layne Christensen has signed a 
lease for 51,152 square feet of office space 
to occupy the top two floors of One 
Hughles Landing, the first building under 
development in the recently announced 
66-acre Hughes Landing development. 
About 210 employees will begin relocating 
in February. Layne Christensen will 
occupy the building in September. 
A drilling, construction and water 
management company, Layne Christensen 
provides global solutions for natural 
resources such as water, mineral and 
energy. 913-677-6800. www.layne.com

15  Harper’s Landing residents will 
soon have their own gas station and 
convenience store as Easy Lane will open 
in late January or early February at 675 
S. Trade Center Pkwy. The 4,000-square-
foot convenience store offers traditional 
convenience store drinks and snacks, as 
well as a deli with fresh food, 16 different 
fountain drink flavors, a slushi machine 
and device which lets shoppers make their 
own milkshakes. The store offers four gas 
pumps, all of which provide diesel fuel.  
281-292-6000. www.easylanestores.com

Anniversary

16  In January Peace, Love, and Herbs 
at 8021 Research Forest Drive, Ste. C1, 
celebrates its one year anniversary of 
providing all-natural herbal remedies to 
residents and visitors of The Woodlands. 
The business offers herbal supplements, 
teas, essential oils, incense, diffusers, 
crystals, jewelry and gifts. 281-419-8500. 
www.peaceloveherbs.com

Expansion

17  Crescent Moon Wine Bar & 
Restaurant, at 440 Rayford Road, 
Ste. 115A, Spring, is expanding by an 
additional 1,900 square feet to increase the 
size of its stage, provide more seating and 
dining space, as well as create room for a 
dance floor. The expansion, scheduled for 
completion by the end of July, will allow 
the bar to attract more musical performers. 

281-364-9463. 
www.crescentmoonwinebar.com

18  John Cooper School,  located at 
One John Cooper Drive, will open a 
new 16,000-square-foot facility in the 
fall to accommodate new enrollments in 
kindergarten through fourth grade.  
The facility has five classrooms, a science 
lab, computer lab and music room.  
281-367-0900. www.johncooper.org

19  St. Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital 
celebrated the multi-million dollar 
expansion of St. Luke’s Performance 
Medicine in October. The new 
7,000-square-foot facility state-of-the-
art physical rehabilitation and human 
performance testing and training facility 
is located at the Medical Arts Center III 
building at 17450 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 350. 
Formerly known as Tektonic Athletic 
Development and Rehabilitation, the 
department was moved to the location for 
expansion and renovation. 936-266-3130. 
www.stlukesperformancemedicine.com

Relocation

20  The first Massage Heights in The 
Woodlands recently moved from 8021 
Research Forest Drive, to 8000 Research 
Forest Drive, Ste. 250. The relocation 
allowed the business to more than double 
in size, providing more space for services 
such as massages and aromatherapy.  
281-292-1188. www.massageheights.com

In The News

21  The City of Oak Ridge North is 
accepting applications for City Council 
nominees from Jan. 30–March 1 at city 
hall, at 27427 Robinson Road. Office hours 
are Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 
Applications may also be sent to: City 
Secretary, City of Oak Ridge North, 27424 
Robinson Road, Oak Ridge North, Texas 
77385. 281-292-4648.  
www.oakridgenorth.com

news or questions about The Woodlands? 
email wdlnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Matt Stephens and Brian Walzel

Layne Christensen will be the first tenant at One 
Hughes Landing in The Woodlands. 

14

Pei Wei will open Feb. 11 in the Woodlands Cross-
ing Shopping Center. 

11

St. Luke’s Performance Medicine expanded its 
Woodlands facility in October. 

19
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Papa Murphy’s at 598 Sawdust Road offers 
taken-and-bake pizzas. 

2

Heirloom Rugs Crafted for Future Generations | Expert Cleaning & Repair 
 Call Today for Pricing, Pick-up & Delivery Options

WHERE SERVICE IS ANeveryday affair
281-364-9799 | 1640 Lake Woodlands Dr. | www.WoodlandsRugGallery.com

Due to our downsizing, we have an excess 
of inventory that we have reduced in price.  
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AT ThE CAPITOl
News from 83rd Legislative Session

By Karen Brooks Harper 
Capitol Correspondent

State lawmakers facing a wealth of  
decisions in 2014–15 budget talks

There is only one piece of 
legislation the state constitution 
requires the Texas Legislature to 
pass after it convened Jan. 8: the 
budget.

The battle over tens of billions 
of dollars in state spending began 
before the session did, as did the 
discussion on how to  
limit growth of that spending for 
future budget cycles.

State leaders have pledged to 
spend no more than $77.4 bil-
lion in nondedicated funds for 
the next budget cycle after the 
Legislative Budget Board set a 
mandatory spending growth cap 
at 10.71 percent in November. 

Austerity option
They could tighten the belt 

even further if conservative 
lawmakers can muster support 
for austerity. 

“The current fiscal crisis 
in Washington illustrates the 
consequences of fiscal irre-
sponsibility: When spending is 
unchecked, and when vast deficits 
are accrued, the economy is at 
grave risk,” said John Colyandro, 
executive director of the Texas 
Conservative Coalition Research 
Institute, in a statement. “Exces-
sive government spending begets 
higher taxes, which penalize job 
growth, investment, savings and 
innovation in the private-sector 
economy.” 

But more left-leaning lawmak-
ers cautioned against making 
decisions too early that might 
further limit spending on neces-
sary services for Texans. 

“As a legislator, I would not 
be representing my district in 

Houston if I were to not ensure 
that Texas moves forward in a 
responsible way that provides for 
the growth of its citizens and the 
needs of its children, the elderly, 
colleges, universities, financial 
aid for college students, and 
middle-income Texans,” said 
Rep. Sylvester Turner, D-District 
139, vice chairman of the House 
Appropriations Committee and 
a veteran of the budget writing 
group in that chamber.

Revenue outlook
When State Comptroller Susan 

Combs released her annual rev-
enue estimate  
Jan. 7, she allotted $101.4 billion 
for general spending, well above 
last year, leaving lawmakers with 
a surplus of $8.8 billion. 

The oil and gas boom pro-
duced billions in taxes for the 
state, she said, and helped Texas 
recover from a recession that left 
lawmakers facing a $25 billion 
shortfall  
in 2011. 

“Texas experienced a very 
strong rebound from a severe 
recession,” Combs said. “The 
state’s robust economic recov-
ery led to better-than-expected 
revenue collections in major 
taxes such as the sales tax, oil and 
natural gas production taxes and 
motor vehicle sales taxes. 

“The outlook for both the 
economy and state revenue is for 
continuing expansion as the fast-
growth of the economic recovery 
gives way to moderate, sustained 
growth.”

Spending growth cap

The percentage adopted unani-
mously by the board, a perma-
nent joint House-Senate commit-
tee that advises the Legislature 
on the budget, is the amount the 
state comptroller’s office projects 
for the state average per capita 
income growth during that bud-
get period from 2014–15. 

The Texas Constitution 
requires that lawmakers increase 
the amount of spending from 
cycle to cycle only at a rate 
matched by personal income 
growth. 

Conservatives said strengthen-
ing or lowering the cap should 

houston Metro area representatives

be part of any plan to rein in or 
prevent runaway spending.

“Texas, where we must balance 
the state budget every two years, 
is a superior model to Washing-
ton,” Colyandro said. “To ensure 
that Texans are able to keep 
more of the dollars they work to 
earn, the existing constitutional 
state spending limit should be 
strengthened, zero-based budget-
ing adopted and ‘truth in budget-
ing’ practiced. 

“These three tools will help 
restrain the reach of govern-
ment.”

Current budget
The current budget, passed by 

the Texas Legislature in 2011, 
includes $70.4 billion in non-
dedicated spending within the 
entire $173.5 billion budget for 
2012–13, passed last session 
with a record $15 billion in cuts. 

Nondedicated revenue is 
largely dependent on sales taxes 
and funds the budget requests of 
state agencies, which oversee—
and pay for—programs such 
as electricity bill subsidies and 
financial aid. 

The rest of the budget—just 
slightly more than $100 billion 

Rep. Dwayne Bohac 
R-District 138 
Elected 2002

Sen. Troy Fraser 
R-District 24 
Elected 1996

Rep. Steve Toth 
R-District 15 
Elected 2012

Rep. Dennis Bonnen 
R-District 25 
Elected 1996

Rep. Patricia Harless 
R-District 126 
Elected 2006

Sen. John Whitmire 
D-District 15 
Elected 1982

Rep. Bill Callegari 
R-District 132 
Elected 2000

Sen. Glenn Hegar 
R-District 18 
Elected 2006

Sen. Tommy Williams 
R-District 4 
Elected 2002

Rep. Cecil Bell Jr. 
R-District 3 
Elected 2012

Rep. Allen Fletcher 
R-District 130 
Elected 2008

Rep. Debbie Riddle 
R-District 150 
Elected 2002

Rep. Brandon 
Creighton, R-Dist. 16 
Elected 2006

Sen. Joan Huffman 
R-District 17 
Elected 2008

Rep. John Zerwas 
R-District 28 
Elected 2006

Rep. Gary Elkins 
R-District 135 
Elected 1994

Sen. Dan Patrick 
R-District 7 
Elected 2006
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The Woodlands 
growth in numbers
Revenue up, unemployment down

The Woodlands and South Montgom-
ery County continued to experience 
growth in several facets of the commu-
nity in 2012. 

Population in The Woodlands grew 
by nearly 4,400 people while enrollment 
in Conroe ISD rose more than 3,100. 
Conroe ISD spokeswoman Lisa Meeks 
said the district’s enrollment increase was 
a trend in 2012 she expects to continue as 
Montgomery County grows. 

“Conroe ISD is one of the fastest 
growing districts in the state,” Meeks 
said. “With low tax rates, high achieving 
schools, and many career opportuni-
ties, people want to live in Montgomery 
County.”

The Woodlands also experienced 
growth in sales tax revenue, as allocations 
rose 16.09 percent, or nearly $5 million in 
2012 compared to 2011 figures. 

Population and economic growth 
contributed to growth in home sales, 
said Cindy Hamann, vice president and 
branch manager of the Coldwell Banker 
United Woodlands office. Existing home 
sales in Southwest Montgomery County 
increased 14.9 percent from January 
through November 2012 compared to the 

same time period in 2011. 
Hamann attributed much of the home 

sales growth to the upcoming ExxonMo-
bil move, as well as the recent Anadarko 
expansion and relocation of other busi-
nesses to the area. 

“As soon as we put a home on the mar-
ket that is priced right in the right area, 
we’re getting multiple offers,” Hamann 
said. 

Describing South Montgomery County 
as a “seller’s market,” Hamann said 
builders are running out of inventory and 
homes are selling for higher than the list 
prices. She said the growth would likely 
to continue in 2013, especially around 
Kuykendahl Road in The Village of 
Creekside Park and Augusta Pines com-
munities. 

Among the few figures that did not 
rise in 2012 was the unemployment rate. 
The average monthly unemployment rate 
in Montgomery County dropped more 
than a percent in 2012 compared to 2011, 
reaching a yearly low of 5.1 percent in 
November after peaking at 6.8 percent in 
June. Similarly, unemployment reached 
a yearly high of 7.8 percent in June 2011 
before falling to 6.2 percent in December. 

DEMOGRAPhICS

1Percentage representative of Montgomery County 2Enrollment as of December 19, 2012 3Home sales in MLS area 15, according to HAR
Sources: Houston Area Realtors, The Woodlands Development Company, Conroe ISD, State Comptroller

Average monthly 
unemployment rate1

2012
6.08%

2011
7.16%

Top non-retail
employers

Conroe ISD Enrollment

Home sales

Sales tax revenue

2012
3,5483

2011
3,087

2012
53,9192

2011
52,659 2012

$35.8 million

2011
$30.9 million

Population

2011
100,670

Conroe ISD

3,321
Anadarko

2,901
AON Hewitt

1,800
Memorial Hermann

(THE WOODLANDS)

1,330

St. Lukes
(THE WOODLANDS)

1,180

2012
105,031

By Matt Stephens

Memorial Hermann Medical Group benefits:

• ScheduleNow provides simple and free online appointment scheduling.

• Electronic Medical Records let your doctor instantly view your medical records,   
 including test results and medications, to ensure your coordinated, optimal care.

• Patient Portal allows you to actively monitor your health, complete paperwork,  
 refill prescriptions and communicate directly with your doctor.

Convenient care in your community.
Memorial Hermann Medical Group is a uniquely advanced team of primary 
care doctors and specialists. Our singular focus is to practice evidence-
based medicine while delivering the highest level of collaborative, quality 
patient-centered care. 

OUR DOCTORS 
WILL SEE YOU NOW.

Visit mhmg.memorialhermann.org for location details and to schedule 
your appointment.

Gary Mueck, M.D.
Family Medicine
Imperial Oaks

Lane Hart, M.D.
Family Medicine
The Woodlands

Sujatha Anand, M.D.
Family Medicine
The Woodlands

Bindu Sudhakaran, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Spring

Bhavna Reddy, M.D.
Family Medicine

Imperial Oaks

John Rogers, M.D.
Family Medicine

Executive Health
The Woodlands

Kent Erickson, M.D.
Family Medicine

Occupational Medicine
The Woodlands



The Woodlands Edition • January 2013 nEWs  11

year in
 P

h
o

to
s

The January Issue special section

one of the most popular events in The Woodlands, the annual Red, hot and Blue festival, brought tens of 
thousands of people into Town Center, where a fireworks display capped off the day’s events.

an april profile on Crust Pizza Company in the Panther Creek 
village Center reported owners’ Clint Price and Mark Rasberry’s 
dream of opening a quality pizza shop.

The first Texas location of Trader Joe’s opened in June in The 
Woodlands. The store’s opening drew long lines of shoppers 
and fans of the specialty grocery store.

in July, The Woodlands development Company announced 
plans for hughes landing, a 66-acre mixed-used development 
to be constructed on the east side of lake Woodlands.

in June, exxonMobil announced 2,000 employees 
would relocate from its Fairfax, va., and akron, ohio, 
offices to its Spring campus.

a severe thunderstorm swept through The Woodlands  
June 12, causing dozens of trees to collapse on 
roadways.
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In a previous issue, we told you 
that they were now open, coming 
soon or relocating. Where are 
they now and what’s new?
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Kidville owner Karen Roberts has seen a 
40 percent increase in enrollment since 
opening a franchise in august.

Roberts said enrollment grew 40 
percent in the first semester, and 2013 
will see the facility’s first summer camp 
for children ages 2–6. 

She said the camp will offer gym, art 
and music for three hours a day and 
even provides diaper changing, unlike 
most summer camps.

Since opening a branch in Oak 
Ridge North in January 2012, referrals 
for Square Cow Moovers have spread 
nearly as quickly as the items they 
transport. 

Branch Manager Chris Kersey said 
the Oak Ridge North location is the 
first in the Houston area. Square Cow 
Moovers first opened in Austin about 
five years ago and has grown from two 
trucks to 12 in that time. Kersey said 
he believes the company has grown 
thanks to its quality customer service. 

“We take care of our clients and hire 
only the best guys,” he said. “We’re 
very dependable, hard-working and 
competitively priced.”

Although Square Cow moves clients 
from all over the country, Kersey said 
the employees who pack up the belong-
ings are the same people who unload 
them regardless of where the move 
begins. He said the company quotes 
each move individually, and they have 
moved everything from heavy stone 
statues to 1,200-pound gun safes. The 
company also provides hourly help 

Since opening in August, The Wood-
lands’ Kidville franchise has continued 
to grow in popularity while the store 
has also been building a community of 
parents and families. 

“We’ve really got a community here,” 
owner Karen Roberts said. “Moms 
are friends with other moms. Kids are 
friends with kids. They don’t just come 
for the classes and leave and that’s it.”

The educational center provides 
classes such as art, dance, gym, music 
and a pre-school alternative for chil-
dren from newborns to age 6, Roberts 
said, as well as enrichment classes 
ranging from engineering to science to 
language classes.

Kidville also offers distinctive, full-
service birthday parties with cake, 
presents, crafts and dramatic plays 
from the staff. She said birthday party 
themes have focused on everything 
from Dora the Explorer to an Egyptian 
themed party. 

Most members of the staff have a 
theater background, which gives them 
the opportunity in their plays to walk 
like dinosaurs, pretend to be princesses 
and move like ninjas, Roberts said. 

“We can take any idea and run with 
it,” she said. “We love kids. We love to 
play with kids.”

Square Cow Moovers 

Kidville
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Manager Chris Kersey said businesses 
has improved since Square Cow Moovers 
opened in January 2012. 

Square Cow Moovers
26910 i-45 n., Ste. 102
oak Ridge north • 281-419-8282
www.squarecowmoovers.com 

for clients who need help packing up 
belongings into their own vehicles. 

“No job is too little or too small,” 
Kersey said. 

With business growing in the area, 
Kersey believes Square Cow could 
expand in the future to South Hous-
ton, Katy or somewhere else in the 
greater Houston area. 

Kidville
4747 Research Forest drive
The Woodlands • 281-651-5403
www.kidville.com
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By Matt Stephens
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Peace, Love and Herbs opened in 
January 2012 at 8201 Research Forest 
Drive, and since the store’s opening, 
owner Jason Baker said business has 
increased, particularly since he works 
to keep his inventory up to date.

“Our inventory has changed to be 
more in line with what our customers 
want,” he said.

Peace, Love and Herbs specializes 
in natural and organic food choices, 
supplements, vitamins, organic teas 
and essential oils.

One of the keys to Peace, Love and 
Herbs’ early success, Baker said, is 
the personalized service he strives to 
provide to his customers.

“I want to be very responsive to 
what my clientele wants,” he said. “I 
think they really do appreciate that, 
unlike a bigger chain store, someone 
will take personal responsibility and 
develop a much more personal type of 
relationship.”

Baker said the store’s location in the 
Village of Alden Bridge has proven to 
be a success thanks to the area’s diver-
sity in population. 

“There is not really a store right now 
in this part of The Woodlands that fills 
this niche,” he said. “A lot of [the store’s 

Peace love, and 
herbs
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The Woodlands Soccer City
2590 FM 1448
Conroe • 936-441-4625
www.woodlandssoccercity.com

Peace, love and herbs
8021 Research Forest drive, Ste. C1
The Woodlands • 281-419-8500
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Two months after its early Novem-
ber opening, The Woodlands Soccer 
City is gaining a foothold in a youth 
sports market that is seeing more kids 
playing soccer than any other sport. 

“[The Woodlands] is a fantastic 
growth area,” operations manager 
Greg Hess said. “We identified the 
market due to the kids and the growth 
potential.”

With two indoor full-size soccer 
fields, The Woodlands Soccer City 
offers kids and parents a break from 
both the potential for inclement 
weather, as well as the stifling heat. 

Although The Woodlands Soc-
cer City focuses primarily on youth 
instruction and development and 
adult leagues, the 32,500-square-foot 
facility has quickly become a popular 
location for kids’ birthday parties. 

“We have had several birthday 

The Woodlands 
Soccer City
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Greg hess and owner Geoff Wilkins run 
The Woodlands Soccer City.

parties already,” Hess said. “We have 
a party room where then can bring 
cake, ice cream and pizza. We’ve 
already had a lot of those.”

Owner Geoff Wilkins said that for 
birthday parties, the staff organizes a 
mini tournament for the kids, who are 
even allowed to run around the fields 
and play tag. 

The Woodlands Soccer City’s pri-
mary focus is its youth development 
league, which Wilkins said is split into 
two age groups, 4 –6-year-olds and 
7–10-year-olds. For the first 20 minutes 
of each session, the kids go through an 
instructional portion, and during the 
last portion they play a game. 

For the new year, Wilkins and Hess 
are planning camps for Spring Break 
and the summer season.

“We want kids, first, to learn the 
sport, then to love the sport,” Wilkins 
said.
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owner Jason Baker opened Peace, love 
and herbs in January 2012.

clients] are not from The Woodlands; 
they are from other parts of the coun-
try, or others parts of the world where 
they have access to this sort of stuff.”

One of the drivers of the industry, 
and someone who Baker plays close 
attention to, is TV personality, author 
and cardiac surgeon Dr. Mehmet Oz.

“We do carry all the stuff he talks 
about,” Baker said. “That does pretty 
well for us.”

Put the power of a 
conversation to work 
on your finances

Receive a discount of up to $20 on TurboTax® products when you meet with a banker*

The start of the year is the perfect time 
to sit down with a Wells Fargo banker to 
take a look at your finances and figure 
out where improvements can be made. 
One quick and easy discussion about 
your priorities and goals can help you take 
control of your finances and create the year 
you’d like to have. Call 1‑800‑WFB‑OPEN 
(800‑932‑6736) or stop by to start a 
conversation today.

*The TurboTax discounts are as follows: $10 off TurboTax Online Deluxe (Online Federal and desktop download); $15 off TurboTax Premier (Online Federal and desktop download); $20 off TurboTax Home 
& Business (Online Federal and desktop download); and $20 off Business (desktop download only). At the end of your meeting or call with the Banker, you will receive a card with a link to the offer 
website to take advantage of this discount. You are responsible for any fees or charges in excess of the discount value. Promotion ends 04/15/13 and discount must be redeemed by 10/15/13. Limit one 
discount per person. Terms, conditions, features, availability, pricing, service and support options for TurboTax products subject to change without notice. You are responsible for determining whether 
any information, product or service is appropriate or suitable for you based on your objectives and personal and financial situation. You should consult an attorney or tax professional regarding your 
specific situation and requirements. All rights reserved. Intuit, TurboTax and TurboTax Online, among others, are registered trademarks and/or service marks of Intuit Inc. in the United States and other 
countries. Other parties’ trademarks or service marks are the property of their respective owners.
© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (782802_07195)

782802_07195

10" x 6.04"

4C

782802_07195 10x6.04 4c.indd   1 12/27/12   12:04 PM

By Brian Walzel
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The Woodlands Township
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The 2013 Woodlands Township Board of directors includes (from left to right) Mike Bass, 
ed Robb, Peggy hausman, Bruce Tough, nelda Blair, Jeff long and Gordy Bunch.

Meetings
The Woodlands Township 
board of directors meets 
twice a month, at 9 a.m. 
on the third Thursday of 
the month and on 6 p.m. 
on the fourth Wednesday 
of the month at the board 
chambers, located at 2801 
Technology Forest Blvd.

Top issues for 2013
Transportation needs on the horizon
With the community continuing to grow, 
traffic congestion and mobility concerns 
grow with it. Montgomery County voters 
failed to pass a $200 million bond 
referendum november 2011 which would 
have provided $50 million to Precinct 3 
and could have repaved Grogan’s Mill 
Road and helped other projects. The 
expansion of Woodlands Parkway should 
be completed in 2013, but flyovers of 
Research Forest drive and hwy. 242 at 
i-45 remain a concern. Since the township 
is not a city, it has no ownership of the 
roads within its boundaries. however, 
the creation of a Transportation ad hoc 
Committee and the possibility of future 
incorporation means the township could 
be more involved in transportation projects 
over the next 12 months. 

Growth in creekside Park 
The Woodlands may be reaching buildout, 
but there remains plenty of room for 
growth in The village of Creekside 
Park. Three new parks and a pool will 
be built in 2013 within the village and 
economic development will continue along 
Kuykendahl Road as the community fills 
out. 

Big decisions made in 2012
•	 no incorporation vote in 2014 

The Woodlands Township made a sig-
nificant decision in 2012 by opting not to 
hold a vote on incorporation in 2014. af-
ter a lengthy governance study process 
which included surveys of residents and 
local organizations, in-depth financial 
analysis and public forums, it was 
determined the property tax increase for 
the residents was more significant than 
the benefits provided by becoming a city. 
however, The Woodlands has until 2057 
to incorporate and could hold a vote in 
the future.

•	 sports fields needs addressed  
in 2012, the board of directors added 
lights to fields at Creekwood and 
harper’s landing and installed artificial 
turf on six fields at Bear Branch and al-
den Bridge sports parks. The board also 
chose a 25-acre site along the north end 
of Gosling Road which could provide 
four or five multipurpose fields at a cost 
of $3.5 million–$4.5 million. The township 
is awaiting conveyance of the land from 
The Woodlands development Company 
before construction can begin.  

Online coverage
Township meetings are 
broadcast live on the web 
at thewoodlandstownship-
gov. videos from past 
meetings are also archived 
online for viewing. 

Terms and com-
pensation
Township board members 
serve two-year terms and 
are not compensated for 
meetings. 

Oak Ridge North City Council

Shenandoah City Council
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Mayor James Kuykendall
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The Shenandoah City Council (back row, from left 
to right) darrell Frazier, Mayor Wes Stephens, Ron 
hyde, Jason Frazer; (front row, from left to right)
Jean Teague, Gary henson

Meetings
The oak Ridge north City 
Council meets the second 
and fourth Monday of each 
month at 7 p.m. at 27424 
Robinson Road. 

Meetings
The Shenandoah City 
Council meets the second 
and fourth Wednesday at 7 
p.m. at 29955 i-45 n.

Top issues for 2013
comprehensive plan groundwork 
continues 
While big changes may not take place in 
2013, the City Council will make planning 
decisions for the 2014 budget. decisions 
could include how to address Robinson 
Road traffic, improve walkability and 
renovate the city’s parks, as well as how to 
best rebuild existing homes in the area. 

surface water pipeline construction 
begins
oak Ridge north will be the recipient 
of surface water from lake Conroe as 
part of the San Jacinto River authority’s 
Groundwater Reduction Plan. The city will 
utilize surface water for 30 percent of its 
water usage, and the construction of the 
infrastructure should begin sometime in 
2013. The goal of the plan is to reduce the 
SJRa’s dependance on groundwater by 30 
percent by 2016.

Top issues for 2013
Transportation projects on the 
horizon 
Shenandoah could have several 
transportation projects to consider in 
2013, including flyovers of hwy. 242 and 
Research Forest drive at i-45. The city 
also has a plan to build Pine Forest drive, 
an estimated $500,000 project just off 
of vision Park Blvd., which should begin 
construction in 2013. 

renovation, economic development 
projects 
The city plans to make improvements to 
its water line along Grogan’s Mill Road, 
as well as possibly make pool and park 
renovations in 2013. Construction will 
also begin on the vision Park office 
development in 2013, consisting of four 
medical and professional office buildings 
off of vision Park Blvd. 

Big decisions made in 2012
•	 comprehensive plan approved

The City Council approved $124,500 to 
consultants for a comprehensive plan 
which examines the city’s use of public 
spaces, develops a freeway commercial 
strategy and an economic development 
strategy. The city has already held a 
public meting for residents and received 
residential surveys on what concerns the 
residents would like addressed.

•	 Water storage plan decided 
not only did oak Ridge north make 
strides in long term economic develop-
ment, but also in long term infrastructure. 
The City Council approved $3.5 million 
to replace decades old storage tanks 
capable of holding 630,000 gallons of 
water with new tanks with a 854,000-gal-
lon capacity. The city will soon bid out 
the project and construction could begin 
in 2013.

Big decisions made in 2012
•	 de-annexing from esd 4

The Shenandoah City Council made a 
significant public safety change by sepa-
rating from emergency Services district 
no. 4 and entering into an agreement 
with The Woodlands. not only did the 
decision reduce response times, improve 
coverage and increase the number of 
apparatuses, but it decreased the eSd 
taxes on residents and businesses.

•	 lower tax rate approved 
Shenandoah lowered its property tax rate 
by a full cent in 2012 from 32.37 cents to 
31.37 cents per $100 valuation. 

Terms and compensation
Serving two-year terms for City Council and mayor, 
City Council members are paid $250 per month while 
the mayor earns $500 per month. 

Terms and compen-
sation
Shenandoah City Council 
members and mayor serve 
two year terms. City council 
members earn $409.09 per 
meeting while the mayor 
earns $545.45 per meeting.

I am extremely excited about [the city’s 
sales tax revenue growth]. We are 
really moving in the right direction. I 
am excited about [the revenue growth] 
because it directly relates to us keeping 
the property tax rate low for our citizens.

James Kuykendall, Oak Ridge North 
Mayor

Compiled by Matt Stephens
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Call today to schedule 
an appointment: 

281.440.5300
or 866.333.6932

Internal & Family Medicine  |  Dermatology  |  Rheumatology  |  Radiology  |  Imaging  |  Laboratory

Compassionate

Care

Cypress Station Area 
800 Peakwood Dr., Suite 4

Houston, TX  77090
(near Houston NW Medical Center) 

The Woodlands/Conroe
17521 St. Luke’s Way, Suite 190

The Woodlands (Conroe), TX  77384

The Medical Center 
2010 Naomi Street, Suite A

Houston, TX  77054
(near Texas Medical Center)

Accepting most major insurance plans

Northwest Diagnostic Clinic - The Woodlands 
welcomes Shilpa Vaidya, M.D. to our team. 
Dr. Vaidya is Board Certifi ed in Internal 
Medicine and has been in practice 
since 2001.

She received her Doctorate in Medicine 
from Kasturba Medical College Manipal in 
India and her internship and residency 
training were completed at Montefi ore 
Medical Center/Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine in Bronx, New York.

Give Northwest Diagnostic Clinic a 
call to schedule an appointment 
with Dr. Vaidya. 

Learn more about us 
at nwdc.com
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THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING?

Call The Kink Team today for your home value analysis!

TRUST VALUE SERVICE INTEGRITY

22 AMULET OAKS PL.
THE WOODLANDS / STERLING RIDGE

38 PALMER CREST CT.
THE WOODLANDS / PANTHER CREEK

63 HERITAGE HILL CIR.
THE WOODLANDS / INDIAN SPRINGS

10 DRESDEN PL.
THE WOODLANDS / STERLING RIDGE

Luxury homes
      by Keller Williams

The Colonnade of The Woodlands | 30420 FM 2978, Suite 350

www.bearbranchfamilydentistry.com
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Village Center Dr
Woodlands Pkwy

FREE Teeth Whitening For Life!
CALL TODAY! 281-419-2327 (BEAR)

Serving Over 21 Years in Spring

Wesley J. Urich, DDS, AAACDKelly M. LeBlanc, DDS
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Governance vote delayed
By Brian Walzel

With a potential landmark vote 
looming in 2014 that would have 
permanently changed the governmen-
tal structure of The Woodlands and 
significantly raised residents’ property 
taxes in the process, The Woodlands 
Township’s board of directors decided 
in September to delay the vote.

When the township form of gov-
ernance was established in 2007, one 
of the mandates of its creation was a 
citizen vote must be held sometime 
in the next 50 years on whether The 
Woodlands would remain a town-
ship, incorporate as a city or establish 
another form of governance. The first 
year that vote could have taken place 
was 2014.

“We wanted everything to be on the 
table,” said Bruce Tough, chairman 
of the township board of directors. 
“We wanted all the information to be 
provided and all the questions to be 
answered.”

In 2011, the township hired Partners 
for Strategic Action, an Arizona-based 
urban planning firm, to conduct an 
incorporation study. In January 2012, 

PSA’s study revealed that by incorpo-
rating as a city, The Woodlands would 
need to hire an additional 200 full-
time employees and establish its own 
police and public works departments.

“The process that we went through 
included first analyzing the current 
situation and issues that were not 
currently addressed by the town-
ship, or [issues] that are unable to be 
addressed by the current governmen-
tal structure,” said Curt Dunham, 
Partners for Strategic Action CEO. 
“We determined there were very few 
gaps between what is desired [by the 
residents] and what currently can be 
provided.”

PSA’s report stated the cost of those 
services would result in an increase in 
township property taxes of 22.89 cents 
to a total rate of 55.39 cents per $100 
of property valuation, a hike of about 
70 percent.

As part of the 18-month process, 
the township and PSA conducted a 
resident survey, asking Woodlands 
residents their opinions on poten-
tial incorporation. According to the 
report, about 80 percent of respon-
dents said they opposed a potential 

In September, The Woodlands Township decided to delay a potential 2014 vote on incorporation.
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2014 vote, while 36 percent said they 
were in favor of remaining a township. 
Only 6 percent said they were in favor 
of a 2014 vote.

“The feedback that we received was 
the cost-benefit of incorporation was 
not there,” Dunham said.

According to PSA, the projections 
regarding staff and property tax 
increases address the 2012–15 time 
period.

Despite the township’s decision not 
to pursue a 2014 incorporation vote, 
Tough said he believed Woodlands 

residents would eventually decide to 
adopt the city form of government.

Tough said as The Woodlands 
population continues to grow, mobil-
ity and traffic congestion will continue 
to be a concern among residents.

“What will change people’s mind 
is when traffic congestion gets so bad 
and the county can’t provide the nec-
essary services, and that may become 
a trigger issue,” Tough said.

The Woodlands Township Timeline
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2000 2010 20502020 2060

2007
Woodlands residents voted 
in favor of transitioning to a 
township form of government

2011 
analysis of current 
township governance 
performance, 
comparison of staffing 
levels

2057
Final year an 
incorporation vote 
can be held

2012 
Township board votes against 
2014 vote

2014
First year to potentially hold 
an incorporation vote

TOWNShIP

2007 
legislation 
passed enabling 
creation of 
township

2008 
Community 
associations 
transition to 
township

EArly 1990S
Town Center 
improvement 
district created

CITY OF
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WOODLANDS?

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

Make 2013 A Year to Remember 
With Canongate Golf Clubs

No matter what your resolution is this year, a Canongate Golf  
lifestyle is all you need to make it happen. 

JOIN NOW FOR $600 AND RECEIVE THE CANONGATE  
ALL-ACCESS BOOKLET VALUED AT OVER $300!

Call 1-866-567-0231 for more information or for a tour of the clubs.

WWW.CANONGATETEXAS.COM   
Offer valid until 1/31/13. Information subject to change.

DEVELOP FRIENDSHIPS

SPEND QUALITY TIME WITH FAMILY

IMPROVE MY GOLF GAME

GET IN SHAPE

2013_Community_Impact_Ad_January.indd   1 1/8/13   11:52 AM
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e Office development, corporate re-
location lead growth in 2012
By Brian Walzel 

In 2012, The Woodlands experi-
enced its most successful year yet in 
terms of the development of office 
facilities and interest from companies 
looking to move into the community. 
The Woodlands Development Com-
pany announced or started construc-
tion on three multi-story Class A 
office buildings in Town Center, while 
Anadarko Petroleum began construc-
tion on a new 31-story office building.

In addition to new office space, 
companies such as Layne Christensen, 
Waste Connections and Energy Alloys 
all announced plans to move their 
corporate headquarters to The Wood-
lands, while many others expressed an 
interest to do so.

“Our business recruitment efforts 
over the last year was the busiest time 
we’ve seen since our existence, as far 
as inquiries,” said Gil Staley, president 
of The Woodlands Area Economic 
Development Partnership. 

The EDP is charged with recruit-
ing and retaining businesses in The 
Woodlands area.

“We had 25 percent more [requests] 

that we responded to than our previ-
ous best year ever,” Staley said.

Since purchasing The Woodlands 
in 2011, the Howard Hughes Corpo-
ration has worked to follow through 
with a goal its representatives set to 
increase the pace of development. 

In October 2011, the Develop-
ment Company announced plans for 
3 Waterway, a 192,000-square-foot, 
nine-story office at Lake Robbins 
Drive and Woodloch Forest Drive. 

The building is about 98 percent 
leased, according to the Development 
Company, with major tenants includ-
ing Waste Connections, Energy Alloys 
and Nexeo Solutions. 

Construction on 3 Waterway began 
in the spring, and it is expected to be 
completed in early 2013.

In July, plans were announced for 
Hughes Landing, a 66-acre mixed-use 
development on the east side of Lake 
Woodlands. The first office building, 
One Hughes Landing, will be the 
home of Layne Christensen, which 
announced in December it was relo-
cating its corporate office from Kan-
sas. According to the Development 

The Woodlands Development Company announced plans for 10 Waterway in September.
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Company, Layne Christensen will 
occupy the building in September.

“[The office developments] obvi-
ously reflect an improving economy, 
in Houston in particular,” said Alex 
Sutton, co-president of The Wood-
lands Development Company. “We 
have had some of them on the draw-
ing board for a while.”

Sutton said the Development Com-
pany has received very strong interest 
from retail and commercial compa-
nies in Hughes Landing.

Planned for the Waterway Square 
District, 10 Waterway was announced 

 Tell us what 
 you think. Comment at impactnews.com

by the Development Company in 
September. The Class A facility will 
include 20 stories and 500,000 square 
feet and be located just south of The 
Woodlands Waterway. The current 
space houses a parking lot. Tenants for 
the building have yet to be announced.

Meanwhile, in February, Anadarko 
announced a new 31-story building 
next to its current tower that will 
include 549,260 square feet.

W E L C O M E S 

Michae l  Br iscoe,  J r. ,  MD

Dr. Briscoe is a board-certified Otolaryngologist (ENT), who participates 
in the Maintenance of Certification developed by the American Board of 
Otolaryngology. He specializes in the diagnosis and treatment of diseases  
of the head and neck, especially those involving the ears, nose and throat. 
He provides medical and surgical care for children and adults.

Services:

S t .  L u k E ’ S  W O O d L a n d S  d O C t O r  g r O u p

� Ear, nose and throat disorders

� Allergy and sinus disease 

� Sleep Apnea management

� Tonsil and adenoid surgery

� Thyroid evaluation and surgery

� Comprehensive hearing tests and 
hearing aids

� Voice and swallowing disorders

� Diagnosis and treatment of head 
and neck cancer

936-266-2630 StLukesWoodlandsDoctorGroup.com

17350 St. Luke’s Way Suite 370 • The Woodlands, TX  77384
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Hwy. 290 expansion project

Hwy. 249 progresses Panama Canal expansion

By Shawn Arrajj

a year and a half ago, the idea of 
completing a toll road from Spring 
Cypress Road in Tomball to FM 
1774 in Magnolia was considered 
a dream. Thanks largely to the 
petitioning of a group of citizens 
and elected officials in harris, 
Montgomery and Grimes counties, 
the project is moving forward at an 
unprecedented rate.

“We’ve had tremendous progress 
on this project very quickly,” said 
Craig doyal, commissioner of 
Precinct 2 in Montgomery County. 
“it’s encouraging to see what we 
can do when three counties commit 
to working together.”

Construction on segment 1 of the 
toll road—from Spring Cypress 
Road to FM 2920—is expected to 
begin in the fall of 2013. Segment 
2—from FM 2920 to FM 1774—will 
follow. Toll road authorities in 
harris and Montgomery counties 
agreed to a memorandum of 
understanding in december, which 
states harris County will help 
with initial costs for Montgomery 
County’s part of the project. 
Montgomery County will pay 
back the money with interest after 
securing bond money.

“it doesn’t do us any good to build 
a road to a border that doesn’t 
have something on the other side to 
match it,” said Jack Cagle, Precinct 
2 commissioner in harris County.

By Shawn Arrajj

Construction on the Panama Canal expansion 
project is moving forward at a good pace, according 
to the Panama Canal authority, with three of four dry 
excavation projects completed and lock design and 
construction underway. 

The $5.25 billion project is on track to be completed 
by april 2015. Construction on a 4.6 kilometer four-
lane bridge connecting canal banks on the atlantic 
side of the canal began Jan. 8. it will stand 75 meters 
above sea level.

The expansion, which will allow the canal to 
accommodate larger ships, is expected to help 
the Port of houston remain competitive with other 
major u.S. ports at los angeles and long Beach. 
The project is not likely to result in a significant 
economic boost right away, said Bill diehl, president 
of the Greater houston Port Bureau, but it is vital to 
keeping Texas ports in business.

“Part of our early research involved going out to ship 
yards around the world and looking at the size of the 
container ships that were being built. ” diehl said. 
“The world market was building ships twice the size 
that we could handle.”

The expansion involves adding a third set of wider, 
deeper and longer locks to accommodate vessels up 
to 13,000 Teus—a measurement used in container 
transportation with one Teu representing a 20-foot-
long, eight-foot-wide and 8.5-foot-tall container. 
Current locks allow ships up to 5,000 Teus.

a november 2012 report from the Panama Canal 
Stakeholder Working Group said the expansion 
would have a significant effect on the Port of 
houston’s ability to export goods in the long term. 
Texas is the leading export state in the country, 
particularly with agricultural products, coal, chemical  
and petrochemical products, and consumer goods.

By John Rigg

northwest houston motorists will 
see continued construction to widen 
hwy. 290 throughout the year. upon 
completion slated for 2017 it is expected 
to provide congestion relief along 
the corridor, according to the Texas 
department of Transportation.

The $1.8 billion expansion project was 
initially estimated to cost $4.7 billion 
and construction was scheduled to 
extend through 2034. But the recent 
partnership between the harris County 

Timeline: Construction is expected to 
being within the year. In the meantime, 
officials in both counties are looking into 
design as results from traffic revenue 
studies come in.

Cost: Estimated costs for segments 1 
and 2 are $335 million.

Size: The toll road will be six 
lanes throughout both segments, 
approximately 12 miles long. 

Toll road: Toll roads will be EZ tag only. 
The rates will be the standard for Harris 
County toll roads, which is $1.40. The 
free frontage road will still be available. 

Future plans: Plans are in the works to 
continue the road through to Hwy. 6 in 
Navasota. TxDOT officials are looking 
into forming an environmental team and 
hope to make this road a reality within 
the next five to six years.

Russell Zapalac, chief planning 
and project officer with the Texas 
department of Transportation, said 
plans are in the works to continue 
the road through to hwy. 6 in 
navasota. This part of the project 
would come years down the line, 
he said.

“over the next three months, we 

will be looking into getting an 
environmental team working on 
the portion north of FM 1774,” he 
said. “once we get the planning 
and environmental clearances 
done, we can start talking about 
construction. We’d like to make 
this a reality in the next five to six 
years.”
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Toll Road authority and TxdoT forged 
last april provided the funding to work on 
each section of the project nearly 20 years 
ahead of schedule. 

“We expect all the projects between loop 
610 and hwy. 6 to be under construction 
by early 2014 and have all the projects out 
to the Grand Parkway done by 2017,” said 
Mike Zientek, senior public involvement 
representative with the uS 290 Program. 
“For the longest time, the biggest hurdle 
we’ve had to get over is funding.”

hCTRa will provide $400 million toward 
construction costs to assist with the 
implementation of managed lanes down 
the center of the highway. other funding 
sources include $168 million from Rider 
42, $332 million from proposition 12 and 
$105 million from proposition 14, $315 
million from the state and $480 million in 
federal money.  

The proposed hempstead Tollway has 
been put on hold by hCTRa to allow 
construction of the interim managed 

lanes outlined by the highway redesign, 
but is still a part of the overall plan. The 
three reversible managed lanes will be 
implemented between loop 610 and 
hwy. 6 before going down to two lanes 
west of hwy. 6. 

The hempstead Tollway is expected to 
be completed around 2035, at which time 
the hwy. 290 managed lanes will become 
general purpose lanes, according to the 
memorandum of understanding signed 
between hCTRa and TxdoT.
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e Construction begins on 1-mile 
Woodlands Parkway expansion
By Matt Stephens

The oldest and longest thoroughfare 
in The Woodlands will see a makeover 
in 2013 as the stretch of Woodlands 
Parkway over Lake Woodlands will 
expand from four lanes to six lanes, 
potentially eliminating rush hour traf-
fic congestion. 

The stretch of Woodlands Park-
way from Grogan’s Mill Road to East 
Panther Creek Drive is the only four-
lane stretch of the otherwise six-lane 
thoroughfare, said Mike Page, spokes-
man for The Woodlands Road Utility 
District No. 1. Page said rush hour 
traffic in the morning and evening 
exacerbates congestion on that stretch, 
slowing eastbound and westbound 
traffic. 

“The purpose of the project is just to 
eliminate that four-lane bottleneck,” 
Page said. 

Danny Perez, spokesman for the 
Texas Department of Transportation, 
said the four-lane section of Wood-
lands Parkway is 0.895 miles long, and 
Woodlands Parkway received an aver-
age of 26,700 vehicles a day in 2012. 

Perez said construction on the project 
began Nov. 26 with 246 working days 
planned on five-day workweeks. 

He said the estimated completion 
date for the project is December. 

The expansion costs about $2.86 
million with funding split between 
TxDOT, Montgomery County and 25 
percent coming from the RUD, Page 
said. 

Bruce Tough, chairman of The 
Woodlands Township board of direc-
tors, said the project is necessary to 
alleviate added congestion because 
of the residential and commercial 
growth along Kuykendahl Road  and 
in Creekside Park. 

“It’s a critical artery in The Wood-
lands,” Tough said. “You have to have 
an expansion of Woodlands Parkway 
to accommodate future growth.”

Although traffic may improve in 
the long run, Page said, construction 
will inevitably lead to slower drivers 
on Woodlands Parkway. However, 
TxDOT will not close any lanes for 
construction, instead opting to nar-
row the eastbound and westbound 
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Construction is underway on the eastbound portion of Woodlands Parkway between East Panther 
Creek Drive and Grogan’s Mill Road. 

4840 W. Panther Creek, Ste. 211 | The Woodlands | 281-298-9434
1003 Longmire Road | Conroe | 936-756-1386 | www.LeikerOrtho.com

•  Specialized in Early Treatment of Children 

    to Obtain Better Facial, Smile, Dental, and Airway Results!
•   A Leader in Cosmetic Orthodontic Alternatives for Teens 

    & Adults!
•   We Strive to Make Excellent Orthodontic Care Affordable 

    to Everyone Wanting a Beautiful Smile!

Dr. Leiker is the Leader in Lingual Orthodontics 
in The Woodlands & Conroe Areas!

A Wonderful Gift For Anyone Wanting A Great Alternative To Traditional Metal Braces!!!

Most insurances and credit cards accepted.
Serving  e Woodlands / Conroe and surrounding areas since 1994.

FREE INITIAL EXAM
ZERO PERCENT FINANCING

Holiday Season Special 

25% OFF
Lingual Treatment

Offer Good Through 1/31/13

MTM No Trace Lingual Braces

Harmony Lingual Braces

Dr. Brad Leiker, DDS, MS
Orthodontic Specialist

Holiday Special Extended Through January 31st

lanes and cut off the shoulder with a 
concrete barrier.

The eastbound lane will be com-
pleted by June 1 and then westbound 
construction will begin, Page said.  

There have been any formal advi-
sories of detours because there is no 
lane elimination during construction, 
he said.

However, he said. motorists seek-
ing a detour can use Research Forest 
Drive or Lake Woodlands Drive if 
they need to access either side of The 
Woodlands without traveling the 
congested section or use The Wood-
lands’ park and rides. 
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Tradition Matters
Locally Owned Community Bank – Local Answers!  

For the last 50 years, we’ve focused 
on building our community through 
personalized service, helping small 
business grow and by supporting local 
organizations. 

Our next 50 years will be spent on 
those same founding principles.

936-273-4286
3205 College Park Dr. (Hwy 242)
The Woodlands, Texas 77384

traditionbank.com

7 Greater Houston locations to serve you!
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By Brian Walzel

By Matt Stephens

Space Cadets Collection
Toy store adds inventory, upgrades website 

All Pawn
Despite economy, customers return to pawn shop

h aving been open a little more 
than two years, Space Cadets 
Collection Collection in Oak 

Ridge North has become an estab-
lished, popular, and distinctive destina-
tion for toy and comic book collectors 
in a sea of big box chain stores.

The store has done so well, in fact, 
owner Jen King said Space Cadets’ 
inventory has been vastly expanded, 
including newly licensed products cus-
tomers previously had to go elsewhere 
to find. Recently acquired licenses 
include Mattel, Nintendo and Neca, 
which represents many video game 
characters.

King said Space Cadets also carries 
more Lego products, while hot items 

A ll Pawn was founded in 1993 to pro-
vide a more upscale pawn experience to 
residents of The Woodlands area, Vice 

President Bryan Patison said. The business per-
formed well in 2012 as people continue to struggle 
following the recession, Patison said. 

“People are always needing money, and musi-
cians are always needing money,” Patison said. “If 
you need to make a bill, you can borrow $1,000 
for $15 a week. Where else can you do that in five 
minutes with no questions asked?” 

Patison said the shop allows loaners to bring in 
collateral in exchange for short term loans. How-
ever, for the pawn shop enthusiast looking for the 
unusual, Patison said the shop still offers high-end 
products and unusual items like a 17th century 
canon, writings from the late Jim Morrison and 
even a pair of Muhammad Ali boxing gloves. 

“I wouldn’t even know where to start, we’ve got 
so much,” he said. “It’s not a boring business.”

All Pawn is also the largest music store in Mont-
gomery County and has the largest selection of 
guitar pickups in South Texas, Patison said. 

The shop provides instrument repair, guitar and 
drum lessons from instructors, and sells new and 
used instruments to a number of local musicians, 
students and the occasional band director. 

Although Patison is unsure what 2013 holds in 
store, he said guns and jewelry were selling espe-
cially well at the end of the year, and the store will 
continue to provide a higher quality pawn experi-
ence to South Montgomery County. 

“We built [the store] around trying to make a 
very upscale guitars, guns and gold pawn shop, 
and a full line music store,” he said. “We wanted to 
give the business a better image.”

this season have been anything Dr. 
Who or Walking Dead, anything Nin-
tendo related and lots of Pokemon.

One of the most significant 
upgrades, she said, has come with the 
improvement of Space Cadet’s website.

“I just hired a marketing director, 
and she changed the website com-
pletely,” King said. “It’s really informa-
tional. She changed our newsletter. It’s 
helped a lot.”

The website now features Space 
Cadets’ daily and upcoming events, 
such as Pokemon game days, board 
game nights, crochet, archery and 
woodcarving classes. Child drop-off 
camps, which feature a different theme 
each day, have also become popular, 
King said.
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all Pawn vice President Bryan Patison showcases one of 
dozens of guitars at his pawn shop and music store.
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all Pawn 
25907 i-45 n.
Spring – 281-363-2110
www.allpawn.com
Mon.–Fri.: 9 a.m.–6:45 p.m.
Sat.: 9 a.m.–5:45 p.m.
Sun.: noon–4 p.m.

owner Jen King has expanded Space Cadets’ inventory of comics, toys and games. 
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Space Cadets Collection Collection 
27326 Robinson Road, oak Ridge north
281-298-1111
www.spacecadetscollection.com
Thurs.–Tues.: 10 a.m.–7 p.m.
Wed.: 10 a.m.–8 p.m.
Closed Sunday

Professional Limited Liability Company

281-296-6500 • FBMPLLC.COM   26010 Oakridge, Suite 205, The Woodlands

Civil Litigation • Business Law •  Family Law

Professional Limiteff d Liability Companynn

281-296-6500 • FBMPLLC.COM   26010 Oakridge, Suite 205, The Woodlands

Civil Litigation •  Business Law •  Family Law

Certi� cation not implied
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By Matt Stephens By Brian Walzel

Zunum The Goose’s Acre
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owners Guillermo Medellin and arturo 
henriquez showcase signature dishes 
with General Manager Shawna Wilkins.

Brian young and Colm o’neill opened The 
Goose’s acre in The Woodlands in 2006.

The last 12 months were some of 
the most eventful in the 12-year his-
tory of The Goose’s Acre. Following 
a fire in late 2011, The Goose’s Acre 
was forced to shut down operations 
for a few months before re-opening in 
February 2012.

The waterfront patio bar and 
restaurant continued to see its crowds 
grow, and owners Brian Young and 
Colm O’Neill finally opened a second 
story patio.

“It was something that we saw that 
would be a nice expansion,” Young said.

With The Goose’s Acre’s ground-
level patio already providing one of 
the best views around, Young and 
O’Neill set out about a year and a 
half ago to build the second story 
patio. After the plans were approved, 
the patio took about three months 
to build, Young said, before opening 
Dec. 20.

The 1,000-square-foot patio was 
dubbed “The Goose’s Landing” fol-
lowing a naming contest that saw 150 
people submit their suggestions.

The New Year will see a few more 
changes for The Goose’s Acre, includ-
ing new menu items that Young said 

For parents who do not want to 
sacrifice a sophisticated adult meal 
and atmosphere while entertaining 
their children, Zunum in Shenan-
doah combines a play area for 
children and gourmet menu to please 
their parents. Ranging from shrimp 
tacos with an Asian slaw to swiss, 
honey and ham paninis, Zunum’s 
menu is designed to appeal to a range 
of tastes. 

“You feel like an adult when you 
walk in and an adult when you leave,” 
general manager Shawna Wilkins 
said. 

Offering bistro cuisine, Wilkins 
said Zunum features sandwiches, 
burgers, crepes and paninis among 
other dishes. In addition to offering 
a healthy children’s menu, restaurant 
staff monitor the indoor playground 
equipment, which is safe for ages 
2-12.  

Since opening March 24, Wilkins 
said the restaurant is growing by 
word of mouth as repeat custom-
ers learn that the restaurant is more 
than just a playground for children. 
She said the restaurant plans to offer 
catering and delivery in 2013 to 
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Zunum 
1620 Research Forest drive
The Woodlands – 281-419-5400
www.zunum.net 
Sun.–Wed.: 11 a.m.–9 p.m.
Thurs.–Sat.: 11 a.m.–10 p.m.

The Goose’s acre
21 Waterway ave., Ste. 140
The Woodlands 281-466-1502
www.goosesacre.com
Sun.–Thurs.: 11 a.m.–midnight
Wed.-Sat.: 11 a.m.–2 a.m.

attract more customers. 
“The most rewarding thing is the 

repeat customers, and they don’t 
come back for the playground, they 
come back for the food,” she said. 
“Once you try one of our signature 
dishes, it will give you a reason to 
come back.”

could be on the menu by the end of 
January. The Goose’s Acre was origi-
nally constructed in 1886 in Ireland. 
The establishment was handed down 
to different owners before it was 
forced to close in 2005.

O’Neill and Young purchased the 
bar and transported it to The Wood-
lands, where it was installed along 
the Waterway and opened in 2006.
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Cuie Qui M.D., Ph.D.
Board Certi� ed, Neurology

Seeing patients for:
- Headaches/ Migraine Headaches

- Vertigo

- Tremor

- Seizures

- Numbness

- Restless Leg Syndrome

- Neck Pain/ Back Pain

To book an appointment, please call 281-377-1000 or go online 
at www.northhoustonneurology.com. Of� ce address is 

800 Peakwood Suite 2E, Houston Texas 77090

$310s

$230s

$270s

$160s

THE FALLS at IMPERIAL OAKS
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Wednesday series at The Woodlands 
Township. Texas Rangers present  
information on various public safety issues 
followed by questions from the audience. 
noon–1 p.m. Free The Woodlands Township,  
2801 Technology Forest Blvd. 281-210-3800. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

24  BridgingApps Fundraiser
The 2013 class of leadership 

Montgomery County hosts wine dinner 
fundraiser benefiting Bridgingapps, a 
program to bridge assistive technology for 
communication and learning for the county’s 
special needs community. The goal of the 
leadership Montgomery County class of 
2013 is to enable special needs residents of 
Montgomery County to be trained on the  
use of various digital tools and software 
such as smart phones and tablets to 
communicate. The wine dinner is the first in 
a series of fundraisers to launch the program 
locally. 6–10 p.m. $125 (per person), $200 
(per couple). Crescent Moon Wine Bar, 440 
Rayford Road. 832-248-1116.  
www.lmcforbridgingapps.org

24  Super Tax Day
Children’s Books on Wheels, the 

South Montgomery County yMCa and 
Munday Chevrolet present Super Tax day, 
offering free tax preparation to families and 
individuals who could earn an earned income 
Tax Credit for those with low to moderate 
incomes. hot dogs, popcorn and drinks are 
provided. 1:30 p.m. Free. 6145 Shadowbend 
Place. 281-844-7596. 
ymcahouston.org/south-montgomery-county

25 through 26 
Mom Expo

Mom expo at The Woodlands features a 
women’s show, health fair and KidFeST, 
as well as exhibitors, play zones and 
entertainment. 10 a.m.–3 p.m. (Jan. 25),  
10 a.m.–4 p.m. (Jan. 26). $5, kids 12 and 
under admitted free. legends Sports 
Complex, 602 Pruitt Road. 281-203-9066.  
www.thewoodlandsmomexpo.com

26 CASA Gala
CaSa of Montgomery County 

hosts its 18th annual gala, this year themed 
“dancing under the Stars.” The event 
features dinner, casino games, a live and 
silent auction, and dancing. Proceeds  

through 27 
30th annual houston  
Auto Show

The houston auto Show celebrates 30 
years Jan. 23-27 at the Reliant Center 
with the latest vehicles from the world’s 
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Now  through 21  
Ice Rink

The Woodlands ice Rink remains open 
for a few more days for ice skating 
enthusiasts. 3–9 p.m. (Mon.–Thur.), 3–11 
p.m. (Fri.), 10 a.m.–11 p.m. (Sat.), noon–7 
p.m. (Sun.). $9.50 for adults and $5 for 
children 5 and under (two-hour session, 
Mon.–Fri.), $10.50 for adults and $6 for 
children 5 and under (two-hour session, 
Sat.–Sun.) The Woodlands ice Rink, 9606 
Six Pines drive. 281-419-5630.  
www.thewoodlandsicerink.com

Now      through 21  
Winter Wonderland

donoho’s Jewelers presents Winter 
Wonderland, a free walk around The 
Woodlands ice Rink featuring lights,  
toy soldiers, elves, doves, musical angels 
and snowmen. Free. dusk–11 p.m. 
9606 Six Pines drive. 281-367-9050. 
thewoodlandswinterwonderland.com

17 through 19   
Oklahoma!

The Woodlands high School presents 
Rodgers and hammerstein’s “oklahoma!” 
at The Woodlands high School Theater. 7 
p.m. (evening performacne), 2 p.m. (Jan. 19 
matinee). $7 (students), $10 (adults). The 
Woodlands high School, 6101 Research 
Forest drive. www.highlandertheatre.com 

19 Arbor Day Celebration
The Woodlands Township 

celebrates arbor day at Rob Fleming 
Park. Continuing a tradition which began 
in 1977, residents pick up eight different 
varieties of tree seedlings for free. Puffy 
Pine Cone celebrates his birthday at 
1 p.m with free cupcakes and other 
mascots. The event also features musical 
entertainment, inflatable rides, pony rides, 
rock walls, face painting and a petting 
zoo. Concessions will be available, but 
only cash is accepted. Free to attend. 
10 a.m.–2 p.m. Rob Fleming Park, 6055 
Creekside Forest drive. 281-210-3800. 
thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

23 Watch Talk Wednesday
The Woodlands Watch hosts the 

Texas Rangers from the Texas department 
of Public Safety for its annual Watch Talk 

CAlENDAR
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Worth the TrIP

support children who have been victims of 
child abuse in Montgomery County. 6:30 p.m. 
$150. The Woodlands Waterway Marriott 
hotel and Convention Center, 1601 lake 
Robbins drive. 936-441-5437.  
www.casaspeaks4kids.com

26  
 Veterans Appreciation 

luncheon
vFW Post and auxiliary no. 12024 hosts a 
veterans appreciation luncheon honoring 
all active military and veterans. The event 
features special guests, a “welcome home” 
to vietnam veterans, and recognition of 
Gold and Blue Star Mothers. Seating is 
limited. Free. 11:30 a.m.–2 p.m. Tall Timbers 
Community Center, 9134 SR-242, Conroe.  
281-363-2051. www.vfw12024.org

3 1  Taste of the Town
The Woodlands Chamber of 

Commerce hosts the 27th annual Taste 
of the Town. The culinary event features  
appetizers, entrees, side dishes, desserts, 
pastries, and beverages from more 
than 70 of the area’s finest restaurants, 
caterers, bakeries, delis, and beverage 
companies. The event also includes a 
silent auction. Sponsorship opportunities 
are available. 4–9 p.m. $20 (advance 
tickets), $25 (at the door), $15 (children 
under 12). The Woodlands Waterway 
Marriott hotel and Convention Center, 
1601 lake Robbins drive. 281-363-8110. 
www.tasteofthetown.org

February

02  SCI://TECh Expo
The SCi://TeCh exposition 

promotes math, science and technology 
for area students of all ages. The public is 
encouraged to attend the SCi://TeCh expo 

best automakers. More than 35 
manufacturers are highlighted in more 
than 700,000 square feet of display 
space. The largest, most interactive 
show to date, the auto show features 
an indoor “Ride & drive” lounge, Camp 
Jeep’s four wheel drive adventure, My 
Plates’ Great Plate auction on Jan. 25 
and a Kids Fun Zone for children to 
test toy cars. The show is open from 
noon- 9:30 p.m. Jan. 23-35, from 10 
a.m. - 9:30 p.m. Jan. 26 and from 10 
a..m – 7 p.m. Jan. 27. Tickets cost $10 
for adults. admission is free for children 
ages 12 and under. Reliant Center, one 
Reliant Park, houston. 832-667-1400.  
www.houstonautoshow.com
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WWW.AMERIGOS.COM
25250 GROGANS PARK DRIVE 

THE WOODLANDS, 77380

FOR RESERVATIONS 
PLEASE CALL
281.362.0808

CELEBRATE VALENTINES AT

THIS VALENTINES

TREAT YOUR
LOVE TO A 
ROMANTIC 
DINNER AT 
AMERIGO’S GRILLE
SPECIAL A-LA-CARTE 

MENU AVAILABLE 
INCLUDING SOME OF 

AMERIGO’S FAVORITES, 
LIVE MUSIC

Bu
dd

e 
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.

Grogan’s Park Dr.

Grogan’s Mill Rd.

Sawdust Rd.

CHEF INSPIRED VALENTINES DAY SPECIALS

VALENTINES PHOTOS

TRADITIONAL AMERIGO’S FAVORITES



The Woodlands Edition • January 2013 FEatUREs  25

Dosey Doe Big Barn
25911 i-45 n. - www.doseydoe.com
281-367-3774

January
17  The liverpool legends, 8:30 p.m.
18  John Conlee, 8:30 p.m.
 19 livingston Taylor, 8:30 p.m. 
20 los lobos, 7:30 p.m. 
23 ezra Charles, 8 p.m. 
24 Charlie Robison, 8:30 p.m. 
25 Jamie edwards, 8:30 p.m. 
29 Travis Tritt, 8 p.m. 

February
01  Monte Montgomery Band, 8:30 p.m. 
02  Mark Chesnutt, 8:30 p.m. 
07  Jd Souther, 8:30 p.m. 
08  Janie Fricke, 8:30 p.m. 
09  B.J. Thomas, 5:30 p.m., 9 p.m. 
10 Christopher Cross, 7:30 p.m.

Dosey Doe Music Cafe
463 FM 1488 - www.doseydoe.com
936-271-2171

January
17 Micky & The Motorcars, 8:30 p.m. 
18 The Rankin Twins, 8:30 p.m. 
19 The Steel Wheels, 8:30 p.m. 
20 Tony Baldwin, 8:30-11 a.m. 
23 Michael Freacasso, 8 p.m. 
24 Charlie Montague & Band, 8:30 p.m. 
25 Rhett Buttler & adam Rafferty, 8:30 p.m. 
26 Guy Forsyth, 8:30 p.m. 
27 The Filling Station with Chuck allen  
  Floyd, 7 p.m. 
31 dustin Prinz, 8:30 p.m. 

February
01 ezra Charles, 8:30 p.m. 
02 darryl Purpose, 8:30 p.m. 
07 Pierce Pettis, 8:30 p.m. 
08 The Trishas, 8:30 p.m. 
09 8 Seconds, 8:30 p.m. 

Crescent Moon Wine Bar
440 Rayford Road, Ste. 115a,  
Spring - 281-364-9463
www.crescentmoonwinebar.com 

January
17 Billy & Christy, 7 p.m. 
18 yelba’s Band, 9 p.m.
19 Grateful Geezer, 9 p.m.
22 Mike amabile, 7 p.m.
23 holly vernon, 7 p.m. 
24 Trick dog, 7 p.m. 
25 allen oldies Band, 9 p.m.
26 Rod Brothers Band, 9 p.m.
30 holly vernon, 7 p.m. 
31 Jazz and Blues Trio, 7 p.m.

The Trishas will play at dosey 
doe Feb. 8

Sponsored by

Find more or submit The Woodlands 
events at www.impactnews.com/the-
woodlands/calendar.

To have The Woodlands events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

online Calendar
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day to view the science fair projects of area 
students. 10 a.m.–4 p.m. Free. lone Star 
Convention Center, 9055 airport Road.  
www.efta-us.org 

02  Kids Cooking Class
The South Montgomery County 

yMCa Branch Crossing location hosts a 
cooking class for kids ages 6–12 years old. 
The class focuses on teaching kids the basics 
of cooking hearty foods through hands-on 
instruction. 10 a.m. $20 (members), $30 
(guests). 8100 ashlane Way.  
281-367-9622. www.ymcahouston.org

03   Cars and Coffee for a Cause
The Woodlands Car Club meets at 

Market Street on the first Sunday of every 
month to hold a car show and raise money 
for local charities including the Montgomery 
County Community Foundation, the Child 
advocates of Montgomery County, Cypress 
Woodlands Junior Forum Project and the 
Montgomery County chapter of Project linus. 
9-11 a.m. 9595 Six Pines drive.  
281-363-2977.

07   Walk in the Woods Nature 
lecture

Mike howlett presents a PowerPoint 
presentation, “identifying Backyard Snakes.” 
Geared for all ages from elementary students 
to adults, the lecture also covers safety 
issues and features live contained specimens. 
7 p.m. Free. McCullough Junior high School 
nancy Bock auditorium, 3800 S. Panther 
Creek drive. 281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

07   lycecum Speaker Series
lone Star College–Montgomery 

hosts dena Woodall, curator at The Museum 
of Fine arts, houston, for a discussion 
on the works of 17th century printmaker 
Jacques Callot. Callot made more than 1,400 
etchings chronicling life in the early 1600s, 
including the series of prints entitled “The 
Miseries and Misfortunes of War.” Woodall 
discusses those works among others which 
showcase his etching technique. admission 
to the presentation, at the college’s music 
hall, is free. noon-1 p.m. lone Star College–
Montgomery, 3200 College Park drive.  
www.lonestar.edu

09   Rotary Club Wine Dinner
The Woodlands Rotary Club 

hosts its seventh annual Wine dinner. The 
Woodlands Rotarians will honor State Sen. 
Tommy Williams. The event includes dinner, 
wine tastings, and a silent and live auction. 
6:30 p.m. $125. The Woodlands Waterway 
Marriott hotel and Convention Center, 1601 
lake Robbins drive. 832-715-5163.  
www.woodlandsrotary.org

09  Chinese New Year Gala
The north houston Chinese 

association hosts its fourth annual Chinese 
new year celebration. The event include 
dinner and live entertainment program in 
Chinese. Sponsorship opportunities are 
available. 5:30 p.m. $12 (members), $17 
(non-members), $7 (children 3–8). Woodlands 
united Methodist Church, Wesley hall, 2200 
lake Woodlands drive. 281-825-8045.  
www.northhoustonchinese.org

09  Daddy Daughter Dinner
The daddy daughter dance and 

dinner features dinner, dessert, dancing, 
games, a special craft and giveaways. 
advance registration is required. 5:30–9:30 
p.m. $110 (pair), $45 (each extra sibling). The 
Woodlands Waterway hotel and Convention 
Center, 1601 lake Robbins drive.  
281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

10 Chocolate & Wine Tasting
The Breast Cancer Charities of 

america hosts its third annual Chocolate 
and Wine Tasting. The event features 
hand-selected wines, custom chocolates 
and hors d’ourves, live entertainment  
and a silent auction. 6–10 p.m. $50. 
Crescent Moon Wine Bar, 440 Rayford 
Road, Ste. 115a.  
936-231-8460. www.igopink.com

11 A Broadway Valentine
The Conroe Symphony orchestra 

presents “a Broadway valentine,” featuring 
guest artist Sal viviano. viviano is a guest at 
the pre-concert pasta dinner. 8 p.m. $25. The 
ark Church, 450 humble Tank Road, Conroe. 
936-760-2144. www.conroesymphony.org

12 Texas Tree Tenders
urban district Forester John Warner 

with Texas a&M Forest Service presents 
an arboriculture tree care and maintenance 
lecture at the W.G. Jones State Forest 
environmental Classroom. attendees can 
learn the basics of tree care, maintenance 
and how to get rid of pests and diseases.  
9 a.m.–1 p.m. Free. 1328 FM 1488. 

14 Valentine’s Day painting
Couples looking to celebrate 

valentine’s day can visit Pinot’s Pallette for 
the “love is in the air” painting class Pinot’s 
Pallette provides the paints, supplies and 
wine glasses, and artists bring their own 
snacks and wine. 7–9 p.m. $38 (per person). 
3091 College Park drive, Ste. 123.  
936-321-2787. www.pinotspalette.com
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Billiard Factory

Billiard Factory
26419 i-45 n.
The Woodlands
281-681-8805
www.billiardfactory.com
Mon.–Sat.: 10 a.m.–6 p.m.
Sunday: noon–5 p.m.

Ryan Stick, along with associates Dale Wilke and 
Rob Quarantello, operate Billiard Factory. 

Customers can choose from a variety of games, 
including arcades, air hockey and foosball. 

Billiard Factory offers a full range of billiard tables from well-known manufacturers, as well as pool cues 
and accessories. Customers can also choose among a variety of bars and barstools. 
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Billiard Factory
Game shop specializes in family fun

I f there ever were a consumer market 
suited for a particular businesses’ 
products and services, that integra-

tion exists between The Woodlands and 
Billiard Factory.  
   With The Woodlands market featur-
ing homes often large enough to include 
game rooms, along with families wanting 
to play table-style games, Billiard Fac-
tory’s growth has mirrored that of its 
owners’ hometown.

“The Woodlands has more of a con-
centration of families,” said owner Ryan 
Stick. “We need a game room in the 
house.”

The Stick family moved to The Wood-
lands in 1984, just 10 years after the 
master-planned community first opened. 
About a decade later, Larry Stick opened 
The Woodlands location of Billiard Fac-
tory at 26419 I-45 N. 

“Back then [The Woodlands] really 
was not what it is today, but you could see 
that it was taking off,” said Ryan Stick, 
Larry’s son and part owner. Stick, a 1994 
graduate of McCullough High School, 
helped take over the family business after 
his father retired in 2000. 

He runs The Woodlands location of 
Billiard Factory along with associates 
Dale Wilke and Rob Quarantello.

There are now 11 Billiard Factory 
locations in three states, including one in 
Las Vegas, one in Jacksonville, Fla., three 
in Dallas, one each in Austin and San 
Antonio, and four in Houston. 

Although the company may have 
outgrown its single original location, its 
roots are still firmly entrenched in The 
Woodlands.

“My father still lives here, I live here 

and my family spends the majority of our 
time here,” Stick said. “We have some 
pretty strong Woodlands ties.”

Billiard Factory’s stock-in-trade is its 
selection of pool tables, where the com-
pany offers some of the most recogniz-
able and well-made tables on the market, 
including brands such as Brunswick and 
Olhausen. Customers can choose from 
dozens of varieties, styles and designs 
of tables, and there are options for every 
budget. Pool tables at Billiard Factory 
range in cost from about $1,700 up to 
nearly $50,000, with seemingly count-
less colors, styles, designs and features 
among the different selections. 

One of the company’s emerging mar-
kets, Stick said, is shuffleboards. 

“Shuffleboard has been very popular, 
one of the most popular in the past few 
years,” he said. “People remember play-
ing it when they were young and maybe 
now can afford [to buy a table].”

The store’s inventory of shuffleboards 
features tables from 9 to 22 feet, and 
costing about $1,500 to $6,000. 

Billiard Factory also offers foosball 
tables, air hockey tables, arcade games, 
ping pong tables and pinball machines. 
Its array of accessories are seemingly 
endless: pool cues, pool balls, felts, racks, 
gloves, cases, chalk holders, table covers 
and scoring boards. 

In recent years, the Stick family has 
ventured into offering a large selection of 
bar stools, game room artwork, theater 
seating, pub tables and even lighting. 
Stick said the company has recently part-
nered with Signature Home Theater to 
sell high-definition televisions and home 
theater systems.

BUSINESS

By Brian Walzel

Table games available for purchase  
at billiard factory

Games People Play

•	Pool
•	air hockey
•	arcade games
•	Foosball
•	Pinball
•	Shuffleboard

•	Table tennis
•	darts
•	dominos
•	Classic board 

games

Types of billiard games

The Name of the Game

•	8-Ball
•	9-Ball
•	14.1 Continuous
•	one Pocket
•	Snooker

•	Zoneball
•	Crossover
•	Cannonball Pool
•	Bank Pool
•	Bottle Pocket

Billiard Factory offers products and accessories for 
casino-style games, as well as darts. 

Woodlands Pkwy.     Robinson Rd.

Sawdust Rd.     Rayford Rd.
45

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL OF
PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Etiquette in the Workplace

Social Side of Business

Communication Etiquette

Organizational Skills

Dining Etiquette

Powerful First Impressions

Interviewing Skills

Public Speaking Like a Pro

If a career in Real Estate, Loan 
Originator, Inspection or Appraisal 
interests you, give us a call or go to 
ChampionsSchool.com and learn more 
about becoming a licensed professional. 

Classroom | Correspondence | Online

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL  
OF REAL ESTATE®

ChampionsSchool.com
TREC #0005 Open to the Public

Call a Campus Today!
Houston Galleria
713-629-4543

Houston North 
281-893-4484

Houston West
281-496-7386

Register Now: 888-335-6767
www.TheChampionsProfessional.com

Grow Professionally 
with Champions
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T he environment is irresistible 
for a teenager: a multitude of 
pool, air hockey and foosball 

tables, more than a dozen video game 
screens and consoles, a snack bar 
offering numerous caffeinated drinks, 
large posters of modern day rock 
bands, and colorful concert stage 
lighting. 

The goal at Teen and Family Ser-
vices, however, is something much 
more earnest: to prevent adolescent 
youths from using illegal substances 
and counseling those who do, as well 
as their families. 

“There are two populations that 
we serve,” executive director George 
Youngblood said. “The first is kids 
who have had a harmful involvement 
in substance abuse but don’t meet 
the diagnoses of dependency, and 
kids who have completed some kind 
of treatment program and need to 
be reintegrated into public. We are a 
community based recovery center.”

Teen and Family Services was 
established one year ago thanks to 
seed money funded by Memorial 

Hermann The Woodlands Hospital. 
Although its offices are on Wood-
stead Court in The Woodlands, most 
of the organization’s work with youth 
is done at The Loft at Woodlands 
United Methodist Church, which 
allows Teen and Family Services to 
use its upstairs activities room.

The idea is to condition adolescents 
who may be abusing drugs and alco-
hol into a more positive, drug- and 
alcohol-free peer environment group. 

“When adolescents first meet with 
a counselor, none of them are happy 
about being there,” Youngblood 
said. “When kids are engaged in the 
program, other kids are pulling them 
in, giving invitations, going to the 
movies and the adolescent can start 
seeing this peer group as something 
they want to be a part of. They may 
feel like they have to give up their 
own friends, or they don’t have any 
friends. That group pulls them into 
recovery.”

Teen and Family Services serve 
youth and teens ages 12 to 18, along 
with their families. Youngblood said 

that all adolescents who go through 
the program must do so with the 
participation of their parents. 

He said so far, the organization has 
worked with about 40 Woodlands-
area families. 

“One component that makes up 
substance abuse areas is the level of 
denial with parents,” Youngblood 
said. “Parents can be so hyper-
focused on academic success that 
they are willing to overlook other 
areas. [Parents may believe] as long as 
the kids are doing well academically 
the kids must be doing okay.”

The higher income levels often 
seen in The Woodlands, he said, can 
potentially lead to higher levels of 
adolescent substance abuse.

“There are a certain percentage of 
kids who have problems with drugs 
and alcohol,” Youngblood said. “I 
think it is a misnomer that only kids 
in lower socioeconomic environ-
ments struggle with substance abuse. 
What wealthy kids have is more 
disposable income, more free time on 
their hands.”

Teen and Family Services
Recovery center assists teens struggling with substance abuse

NONPROFIT

Teen and Family Services
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Woodstead Ct.

1733 Woodstead Court, 
Ste. 102
The Woodlands
713-464-3950
teenandfamilyservices.org

Mark Ludholm and George Youngblood help counsel teens.
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By Brian Walzel

CLASS ACT ACADEMY
Theatre • Acting • Dance • Voice • Improv

ClassActProductions.org

Register Online Now for Spring Semester

Twelve Week Class Session - January-April 2013
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James Noack
Montgomery County Commissioner Precinct 3

By Matt Stephens 

Although city councils, mayors and other govern-
ment officials may be the most visible to residents, 
perhaps no figure has more impact on local trans-
portation projects in Texas than the county commis-
sioner. 

Montgomery County Precinct 3, which covers 
The Woodlands, Oak Ridge North, Shenandoah and 
some unincorporated areas of Spring along Rayford 
Road, has a new representative in 2013 in James 
Noack. 

Noack won the Republican Primary in May 2012 
with 57 percent of the vote and beat Democratic 

candidate Bryan Cambrice in the general election 
in November with nearly 78 percent to earn his first 
term. He replaces former commissioner Ed Chance, 
who held the position for 25 years and saw the com-
munity through its strongest period of population, 
economic and transportation growth. 

Noack has more than 15 years of budget experi-
ence working in the retirement plan industry. He 
grew up in the North Houston area and has lived in 
and around Houston his whole life. He has lived in 
Precinct 3 for four years and has two sons attending 
Conroe ISD schools.

PEOPlE

montgomery County voters turned 
down the recent $200 million road 
bond referendum. What can you do 
as commissioner to get future road 
bonds passed?

One of the things we can do is prioritize 
the needs of the precinct and the county 
and clearly articulate to the voters what 
we need, why we need it and what the cost 
is going to be and then what the impact 
will be down to the taxpayer. 

What can you do as commissioner 
to improve roadways in Precinct 3 
within the current budget?

I think we need to better manage the 
Northstar system, to make certain that 
we’re utilizing the technology that we 
have to keep track of moving traffic as 
efficiently as possible. Number two is 
working closely with our surrounding 
communities, to make certain that we’re 
working with the City of Shenandoah, 
the City of Oak Ridge North, that we’re 
working with the township. [We need to] 
make certain that we’re coordinating our 
efforts with TxDOT and that we’re taking 
advantage of any moneys that do become 
available through HGAC.

Which road projects and mobility 
issues do you see as the biggest 
concerns in your first term?

The first thing I want to do is use GIS 
to do an inventory of all county-owned 
roadways and start to look at where our 
problem areas are and start to prioritize 
the needs of the county. If you live in 
South County, you know that Rayford, 
Sawdust Road is one of our big traffic 
spots. There’s a lot of needs on the east 
side of I-45 and I want to make certain 
that those residents are taken care of. I 
want to make certain that we’re working 
closely with the City of Shenandoah. I 
know they had some concerns with the 
flyover [on Research Forest Drive] that the 
township was looking to do. 

What are some of your goals as the 
new county commissioner?

I want to make certain that our com-
munity centers are continuing to serve 
the purpose of the community. I really 
want to take a look at the budget. That’s 
one thing I’m really excited about doing is  
making certain that the moneys we spend 
at the county level are spent appropriately. 
I want to make certain the budget is man-
aged as efficiently as possible. If we can 

shore up some savings in the budget pro-
cess, that can be used potentially to offset 
costs of roads from a bond perspective.

What challenges do you foresee 
working with your fellow 
commissioners and so many 
municipalities?

I think my addition to the court will 
bring a new perspective when it comes to 
the budgeting process and the fiscal man-
agement of the county. I’ve talked with 
the mayor of Oak Ridge, I’ve talked with 
the mayors and city managers of both 
Shenandoah and Oak Ridge, as well as 
everyone at the township. I think some-
times the residents on the east side of I-45 
get left out if they’re not in Oak Ridge 
North. So I want to make certain that I’m 
doing my best as commissioner to reach 
out to that community, that they’re repre-
sented as well.

Ed Chance was commissioner for 
more than two decades. how easily 
can you step into his shoes?

As far as serving as commissioner, I’m 
confident I have the skills and the abili-
ties to do so. What I would like to do is 
just continue to provide superior service 

to the residents. When you look at the 
structure of government in general, no 
one has as much impact and as much 
direct contact with the community as the 
county commissioner. So I want to make 
certain that I’m out there, that I’m visible, 
that I’m working with the community. 
My commissioner’s advisory council is 
going to make certain that we’re address-
ing issues and needs of the community 
locally. So, my goal is not really focused 
on what was done in the past but where 
we’re going in the future.

What can be done about traffic on 
rayford road?

I want a long-term solution to the east 
side of the I-45 traffic situation. There are 
portions of Rayford Road that may be 
widened, but if you look at the situation, 
a lot of it is where Rayford and I-45 con-
nect. I would like to work with Commis-
sioner [Jack] Cagle in Harris County and 
the Harris County Toll Road Authority 
about the possibility of a northbound 
entrance ramp coming off of Riley Fuz-
zell and Grand Parkway going onto the 
Hardy Toll Road going north. That would 
mitigate at lot of the traffic situations on 
the east side.
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(281)733-0052

Anne McGuirt
Broker Associate 

ABR, CLHMS, CRS, GRI, CDPE

Vanissa Micklethwait
Broker Associate 

ABR, CRS, SRES, CLHMS, CDPE

Each of� ce independently owned and operated.
6620 Woodlands Parkway | The Woodlands | TX  | 77382  | 281-367-7770

Selling The Woodlands 
For 15 + Years!
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Help Megan be heard
You can help us bridge assistive technology for communication and learning 
for the special needs community of Montgomery County.

Leadership Montgomery County • Class of 2013
6606 FM 1488 • Suite 148-332 • Magnolia, TX 77354
www.LMCforBridgingApps.org

BridgingApps turns tablets 
and smart phones into 
devices that help give 

them a voice.

For ticket information to events, golf sponsorships and donations email: 
LMCforBridgingApps@gmail.com  •  Visit us online at: LMCforBridgingApps.org

BUY TICKETS TODAY

Wine Dinner
Crescent Moon Wine Bar

Thursday • January 24, 2013 • 6-10 PM

Golf Tournament 
Woodlands Country Club
The Palmer Golf Course

Monday • February 18, 2013

Online Donation Site
www.LMCforBridgingApps.org

Chick-Fil-A Spirit Days
20% of Proceeds Benefi t
at the Alden Bridge and 

Magnolia locations
Feb. 13 • Mar. 13

Class of 2013

SPONSORS

HOT lanes Ad 10x6.04_4C_OL.indd   2 12/3/12   1:26 PM
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The 200-plus volunteer members of the assistance 
league of montgomery county provide for children and 
seniors throughout Montgomery County through their nine 
philanthropic programs, such as providing clothing for needy 
school children and blankets for seniors. Members are required 
to provide a $50 annual membership fee, attend monthly 
chapter meetings and work once a month at the thrift shop.

126 n. San Jacinto St., Conroe
936-760-1151 • www.assistanceleaguemont-co.org 

breast cancer charities of america holds four annual 
events, including a Chocolate and Wine Tasting, Stiletto Sprint, 
a spring golf tournament and fall gala. Money raised through 
the organization’s events goes to its help now Fund, which 
assists those battling breast cancer with emergency financial 
services to help pay rent and utilities. Breast Cancer Charities 
of america is seeking volunteers for its four major events, as 
well as office assistance and creating and delivering packages 
to breast cancer patients.

8505 Technology Forest Place, Ste. 604
936-231-8460 • www.thebreastcancercharities.org

children’s safe harbor helps children who have been victims 
of physical or sexual abuse in Montgomery and surrounding 
counties. volunteers are needed for the Family Services Team, 
which works one-on-one with children and families at Safe 
harbor, and for the Multi-disciplinary Support Team, which 
assists the professionals working each case. 

1519 oddfellow St. Conroe
936-756-4644 • www.childrenssafeharbor.org

The montgomery 
county food bank 
distributes more than 
6 million pounds of 
food annually to more 
than 37,000 low-
income children, adults 
and seniors living in 
Montgomery County. 
The Food Bank is in need 
of volunteers ages 16 
and older to inspect, sort and box food, help at special events, 
and donate talents and professional services, such as graphic 
design, printing or photography.

111 S. Second St., Conroe
936-539-6686 • www.mcfoodbank.org

The education for 
Tomorrow alliance 
requires volunteers 
for several of its youth 
outreach programs, 
including the Future 
Focus Program, which 
engages junior high 
students through 
interactive workshops, 
and the Student 
internship Program, which helps graduating seniors explore 
their career opportunities. The alliance also needs volunteers to 
judge various competitions at the annual SCi://TeCh science 
fair, this year scheduled for Jan. 25–Feb. 9. 

3200 College Park drive Ste. e205, Conroe
www.efta-us.org

montgomery county youth services provides crisis 
counseling, shelter programs and prevention services to 
Montgomery County youths with the goal of strengthening 
families and keeping them in school. MCyS provides individual 
and family crisis counseling, summer programs, pregnant 
and parenting teen support and alcohol and substance abuse 
education.

1600 lake Front Circle, Ste. 130
281-292-6471 • www.youthmc.org

The memorial hermann The Woodlands hospital seeks 
volunteers for the information desk, golf cart drivers, gift shop 

workers, for the Family Birth and Breast and Bone centers and 
for recovery and endoscopy. orientation and training is held 
monthly and volunteers must adhere to the uniform dress code 
policy and be willing to have patient contact. The hospital also 
offers a junior program for students. 

9520 Pinecroft drive
713-897-2300 • www.memorialhermann.org

casa, or Court-appointed Special advocates, is Montgomery 
County’s only court-appointed organization advocating for 
abused and neglected children. advocates oversee and 
advocate for abused and neglected children, to make sure they 
are aided through legal and social services or do not languish 
in inappropriate group or foster homes. advocates stay with 
each case until the child is placed in a safe, permanent home. 
CaSa is seeking volunteers to become a child advocate, event 
planning and office assistance.

412 W. Phillips, Ste. 107, Conroe
936-441-5437 • www.casaspeaks4kids.com

The montgomery county homeless coalition identifies 
needs of the Montgomery County homeless population, 
coordinates grant proposals and advises the community on 
homeless issues. hundreds of volunteers are needed in late 
January for the coalition’s annual Point in Time Count, which 
gathers information on the homeless across the county. 
volunteers require training. 

731 W. davis St., Conroe 
936-760-4179 • www.mchomeless.org

Panther creek inspiration ranch uses equine assisted 
therapy in helping individuals suffering from physical, mental 
and emotional challenges. PCi Ranch is seeking volunteers 
ages 15 years and older to work as sidewalkers, horse 
preparation, special projects at the organization’s farm, 
administration and data entry, and assistance with special 
events and community projects.

25902 Glen loch drive
281-217-6025 • www.pciranch.org

The montgomery 
county search and 
rescue requires 
volunteers to help find 
missing persons across 
the county. volunteers 
must fill out an 
application, attend three 
consecutive monthly 
meetings, take the iCS 
10 Course at fema.gov, 
pass a background check, be voted in by membership and 
report to the Sheriff’s office for a picture identification. 

P.o. Box 75, Magnolia
281-382-0629 •	www.mocsar.org

children’s books on Wheels provides books for 
underdeveloped rural communities, which includes more 
than 300 children in Montgomery and Walker Counties. The 
organization also provides high school job workshops and 
summer outreach programs. volunteers are needed for school 
tutoring, book distribution, tax preparation assistance and 
book reading at storytime events.

330 Rayford Road, Ste. 201
281-844-7596 • www.childrensbooksonwheels.org

The montgomery county Women’s center needs 
volunteers year round to help in the administrative offices in 
Conroe and The Woodlands, work in the Something Special 
retail shop in the Portofino Shopping Center, provide child care 
so women can attend counseling, provide shelter assistance, 
work the hotline, and provide personal or legal accompaniment. 
volunteers must fill out an application online and training is 
required for anyone working with clients or their children. 

1600 lake Front Circle, Ste. 100
281-292-4155 • www.mcwctx.org

montgomery county habitat for humanity brings 
together volunteers and community organizations to build 
and renovate simple, affordable homes for families in need. 
To date, Montgomery County habitat for humanity has built 
75 homes in the county. volunteers are needed for family 
selection committees, family support groups, church relations, 
development and events.

1501 S. Seventh St., Conroe
936-441-4663 • www.hfhmctx.org

montgomery county united Way needs volunteers for 
a variety of programs and events. More than 235 people 
volunteer on an ongoing basis to help make decisions about 
program funding, strategic planning, volunteer events and 
campaign fundraising. volunteers are also needed for MCuW’s 
day of Caring events in which volunteers work on community 
service projects and to read for the organization’s Success By 
6 early childhood education program. Bilingual volunteers are 
needed to assist with the hispanic outreach Program. 

1600 lake Front Circle, Ste. 248
281-292-4155 • www.mcuw.org

interfaith of The Woodlands provides a variety of assistance 
services to residents of The Woodlands area, including 
counseling services, family services, food donations, bill pay 
assistance, job locator services and senior services. volunteers 
are needed for food drives, food pantry assistance, re-sale 
story, school supply program, grocery delivery, transportation 
programs and interfaith special events.

4242 interfaith Way
281-367-1230 • www.woodlandsinterfaith.org

The Woodlands children’s museum educates and 
entertains children through the use of crafts, exhibits and 
events. volunteers are needed for several museum activities, 
including festivals, exhibits, floor management and art project 
readiness. 

4775 W. Panther Creek drive
281-465-0955 • www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.com  

Keep montgomery county beautiful works to enhance 
the community environment of Montgomery County through 
waste reduction and recycling programs, litter prevention, 
beautification and improvement projects, and environmental 
education. volunteers are need for the organization’s Growing 
Green Plant Sale, art contest, manning booths at events and 
festivals, and serving on the board of directors.

6606 FM 1488, Ste. 148
www.kmcbtexas.org

The Tamina community center provides children, 
parents and families of the Tamina Community with access to 
educational resources, tutoring and support for children, adult 
computer classes, and activities and assistance for seniors. 
volunteers are needed for after-school tutoring programs, 
service work around the Community Center, and work at the 
center’s food pantry and clothing store. 

18955 Main St., Conroe
281-465-4646 • www.taminacenter.org

The Woodlands Waterway arts council delivers the annual 
Woodlands Waterway arts Festival each 
spring. The two-day event features the 
work of 200 artists, as well as performance 
artists and local child artists and requires 
nearly 600 volunteers every year. 

P.o. Box 8184, The Woodlands
281-745-7156 • woodlandsartfestival.com

This guide is not a comprehensive list of all area 
organizations that need volunteers. if your organization 
is not included, please email us at listings@impactnews.
com, and we will add it to our online list. 
For more houston area volunteer opportunities, visit: 

impactnews.com/volunteerguide
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PERFORM
AT YOUR BEST
Low T Therapy

$399
- Includes Of� ce Visit, Initial blood test
- 2 months of testosterone therapy
- Increase Strength and Endurance
- Increase Libido & Sexual Desire
- Enhance Mood & Well-Being
- Increase Lean Muscle Mass, Increase Energy

GUARANTEED RESULTS on your 
� rst visit or it’s FREE

• Erectile Dysfunction and         
Premature Ejaculation

WOODLANDS: 832-510-2777
1011 Medical Plaza Drive, Suite 230

HOUSTON: 713-588-1416
2630 Fountain View Drive, Suite 409

MensClinicsofAmerica.com
Improving Men’s Health And Performance

Only 
$99
Only 
$99

texasoralsurgery.com

You have 
friends here.

You just haven’t met them yet.

Independent Living 

Personalized Assisted Living

Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care 

2323 Lake Robbins Dr., The Woodlands, TX 77380

Facility Number: 104849

www.brookdaleliving.com

www.villagewoodlands.com

Service Mark for The Village at the Woodlands Waterway is owned by Bridgewood Houston Property Company, Houston, TX. 20503-ROP01-1212   MRM

You know the feeling. From the moment you meet, it’s as if 
you’ve known each other forever. That’s how it is for new residents 
at The Village at The Woodlands Waterway. In no time they make 
fast friends and share endless hours of fun and laughter, and they 
are thrilled to do so in a beautiful community humming with 
personality and activity around every corner.

Looking to make some fast friends? 
Then make a quick call to The Village at 

The Woodlands Waterway at (281) 292-4600.
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REGIONAl
Abridged stories from our other editions

Renovations make room for more shopping
NOrThWEST hOUSTON The 
Willowbrook area near FM 1960 
and Hwy. 249 has seen numerous 
renovation projects and a hand-
ful of new businesses move in as the 
completion of the Commons at Wil-
lowbrook shopping center nears.

With heavy-hitting retailers such as 
DSW, Dress Barn and H&M relocating or 
expanding in the area over the past year, 
Willowbrook is primed for the holidays 
and expecting unprecedented revenues, 
according to local developers and research 
organizations.

“The majority of retailers in the Willow-
brook area have strong revenue sales,” said 
Alex Makris, retail broker with CBRE. “I 
don’t think it’s a new phenomenon. People 
seem to prefer to shop along FM 1960 and 
in that Willowbrook corridor. When other 
retailers see this, [they] want to move to 
that area as well.”

New retailers
Several retailers have opened new loca-

tions or relocated to the Willowbrook area, 

seeing it as an attractive place for consum-
ers.

Opened in 1981 as part of the area’s rapid 
growth period seen in the early 1980s, 
Willowbrook Mall has been called one of 
Houston’s premier shopping centers by 
the Northwest Houston Chamber of Com-
merce. The 1.5 million square-foot, single-
level shopping mall houses 160 stores along 
with four department store anchors—Dil-
lard’s, JCPenny, Macy’s and Sears.

During the summer, Willowbrook Mall 
added several sought-after retailers from 
around the country. 
Full story by John RIgg

TOmBAll/mAG-
NOlIA For high school 
graduates, traditional 
four-year college is not 
always the best next step. 
Magnolia and Tomball 
educators are looking for 
more ways students can 
earn technical certifica-
tions and specialized skill 
sets at the end of a high 
school career.  Magnolia 
ISD leaders are hopeful the next legisla-
tive session starting in January will open 
up more possibilities for these programs. 

“My entire focus in the next session is 
to make sure students graduate from high 
school prepared for college and better pre-
pared for a career,” said Sen. Dan Patrick, 
R-Houston, and chairman of the Texas Sen-
ate Education Committee. “Businesses are 
in need of skilled workers.”

Patrick cited the Hwy. 290 project and 
how it has sparked a need for hundreds 

of workers. Among other issues, such as 
STARR results, he said he plans to put more 
emphasis on career preparedness in Texas 
school districts. 

Pathways to success
The National Career Clusters Framework 

defines 16 pathways  recognized by the 
Texas Education Agency that students can 
choose, which range from architecture and 
construction to marketing.
Full story by Carrie Thornton
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TOP STORIES

DEVElOPMENT NEWS

New commercial, office 
construction sprouting 
up around Beltway 8

Number of unsheltered 
homeless along Hwy. 
290 corridor on the rise
NOrThWEST hOUSTON Homeless-
ness in Harris County has increased over 
recent years, according to data compiled 
by Harris County’s consolidated plan, 
which outlined the projected growth and 
challenges of the region from 2008–12. 

Unemployment and low job growth, 
along with economic and social problems, 
have contributed to the rise in numbers.
Full story by John Rigg

NOrThWEST hOUSTON Several 
new commercial, office and indus-
trial buildings are under construction 
or planned along Beltway 8 between 
Hwy. 249 and Hwy. 290. Develop-
ers attribute that trend to the area’s 
office occupancy rate and close access 
to major transportation arteries.
Full story by Marie Leonard

Fallbrook dr.

W
ind

fern R
d

.

W
est Rd.

Projects under  
     construction 

around  
    Beltway 8

SAM HOUSTON

SAM HOUSTON

There are several new projects 
under construction or in the 
works around Beltway 8 that 
are expected to be complete in 
2013. These projects include new 
industrial buildings, retail devel-
opments and one new hotel. 

When complete, this  
development will house 
three buildings—totaling 
about 206,000 square 
feet—for industrial clients.

Purvis Industries, which 
manufatuctures industrial 
items, is building a new  
facility expected to be 
complete by mid-2013. 

A new La Quinta Inn 
is under construc-
tion and slated to 
open by spring 2013. 

NewQuest is in nego-
tiations to develop a 
Starbucks, Salata and 
Chipotle at this site by 
late 2013. 

Sam Houston  
Business Park

Purvis Industries

La Quinta

West Eight Crossing

Source: Coalition for the homeless

Comparison of sheltered vs. unsheltered  
homeless in Harris County (2012)

35% of homelessness in 
2012 attributed to job loss

65% suffer from mental illness, eviction, drugs  
or alcohol addiction, debt, abuse at home

More than 8,700 homeless people 
are in Houston on any given night

Sheltered homeless reside in temporary
or transitional housing

Unsheltered 3,746Sheltered 3,327 Jailed 1,412

School districts focus on prepping students for 
alternative paths

 Take an ordinary journey to an extraordinary place!

 Saturday, January 26, 10am
High Density Home 

Orchard Management

Presented by:  Angela Chandler

Imagine quadrupling the variety 
and amount of fruit you can grow at 

home! This workshop will cover 
practical techniques for fruits 

and berries.

Sunday, January 27, 9am 

Fruit Tree Sale and Seminar
Apples, Peaches, Pears, 

Plums & More

Presented By:  Heidi Sheesley 
of Treesearch Farms

9:00am Seminar & 10:30 Sale Begins

Sunday, January 27, 9am 

Gunter’s Heirloom Vegetables
Information and vegetables will be available

9:00am - Noon

Saturday, February 2, 10am
Rose Pruning

Presented by:  
Gaye Hammond, 

Houston Rose Society

Rose pruning made simple. 
Learn the how, when and where 

to prune to keep your roses 
at their best year round.

281.351.8851 • 15635 FM 2920 • Tomball, TX 77377 
Open 7 days a week • www.arborgate.com

The Arbor Gate
More events & details available online
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DINING

EDuCATION

IMPACTS

kATy James Anderson began play-
ing around with his brother’s guitar 
when he was 11 or 12 years old.

Today he owns The Texas Guitar Com-
pany and gives lessons to aspiring musi-
cians with that same optimistic drive 
that propelled his passion and career.

“The guitar is a very important thing 
in life to me,” he said.

Anderson enjoyed watching is father, 
uncle and older brother play and by age 
14 he had his own guitar.

“I had a heavy metal band in high 

school,” he said.
Inspired by AC/DC guitarist Angus 

Young, music consumed Anderson until 
after high school when his band broke up 
and he joined the Army. He served in the 
military for three years and then went 
to the University of Houston where he 
earned his four-year degree on what he 
called the five-year plan. During his final 
semester, however, something changed.

“All of a sudden the guitar became 
very important to me again,” he said.

As he drifted through a tumultuous 
period in his life, he landed a job with a 
friend who owned a small guitar shop.
Full story by Joe Southern

The Texas Guitar 
Company

Katy
ThE hEIrlOOm FACTOry 
opened Dec. 18 at 160 Franz Road. 
it offers engraving, embroidery, T-shirt 
printing, rhinestone designs, trophies, 
awards and sublimation.  
281-391-0733.

mEDSPrING UrGENT CArE 
opened in December at 6510 S. Fry 
Road, Ste. 1000. it offers on-site, 
walk-in medical care. The on duty 
physician and staff can care for 
illnesses, broken bones, minor injuries 
and also provide immunizations and 
physicals. 832-260-0607.  
www.medspring.com

Northwest Houston
rOOSTEr’S GrIllE opened 
Nov. 29 in the former location of 
Tailgating at 9607 FM 1960 W.  

The location operates as a dual-
purpose venue with a family 
friendly restaurant on one side and 
a full sports bar on the other. The 
restaurant offers a full menu from 
steaks to ribs to chicken wings 
and pizza. There is also nightly 
entertainment such as live music, 
karaoke and poker tournaments.  
281-890-8393.

lITTlE EClECTIC hOUSE will 
have its grand opening Jan. 26 at 
15515 Mueschke Road in Cypress. 
The business will offer home interior 
decor, custom furniture, upholstery 
and drapes, rugs and chandeliers. 
The little eclectic house will also 
have some clothing and jewelry 
for sale. 281-256-6242. www.
littleeclectichouse.com 

Tomball/Magnolia
SNOOkIE’S FIShCAmP & GrIll 
pened at 106 Market St., Tomball 
Nov. 17. The restaurant boasts 
100 percent american farm-raised 
catfish, handmade burgers, french 
fries, coleslaw and Snookie Sauce. 
Managers are redesigning the menu 
and plan to offer specials on gumbo 
and boiled shrimp, all-you-can-eat 
catfish and tilapia. 832-559-8862.

STADIUm SPOrTS, formerly 
located at the intersection of FM 
2978 and The Woodlands Parkway, 
relocated to 32918 Tamina Road, 
Magnolia. The business specializes 
in baseball and softball instruction 
and equipment. in addition to batting 
cages and private lessons, Stadium 
offers gear and equipment in its  
Pro Shop. 281-602-8420.  
www.stadiumsportsllc.com

TOmBAll/mAGNOlIA Stacey 
and Mark Beaver are passionate about 
food. They cook, cater and have eaten at 
numerous restaurants around the world. 
Beaver Creek Boathouse in Pinehurst is 
the incarnation of their gathered knowl-
edge, and since opening in August 2011, 
it has been established as a provider of 
quality steak and seafood in the area.

Although they are not the first to 
inhabit the iconic boat situated on a bar-
ren stretch of Hwy. 249, Stacey and Mark 

are working to show the community 
their menu and food could not be more 
different than their predecessors. 

“People have probably judged this 
place by all it’s been before, and the bot-
tom line is, we have good food,” Mark 
said. “I grew up in Kentucky with a 
family who thoroughly enjoyed eating, 
and every Friday and Saturday we would 
try different places to eat. I learned at a 
young age what good food is.”

A recently updated menu features daily 
specials, sandwiches including the “Texi-
can” Cheese Steak ($12), seafood platters 
and several flame-grilled steaks.
Full story by Carrie Thornton

Beaver Creek Boathouse
34616 Hwy. 249 
Pinehurst • 281-259-4166
www.beavercreekboathouse.com
Tue.–Thu. 11:30 a.m.–8:30 p.m., 
Fri.–Sat. 4 p.m.–9:30 p.m., 
Sun. Noon–8:30 p.m., closed Monday

Beaver Creek 
Boathouse

Full stories online at impactnews.com
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The Texas Guitar Company
2351 N. Fry Road • Katy • 281-647-8111
www.thetexasguitarco.com

N. Fry Rd.
Saums  Rd.   

www.PinotsPale� e.com/Woodlands 
3091 College Park Drive

The Woodlands, TX 77384

Join us for an unforge� able 
evening of fun, friends, and 
fi ne art where you bring the 

cocktails and we provide 
the canvases!

936-321-ARTS (2787)

New Years
Special

15% OFF
Use the code: 

NEWYEAR13
when booking a class online.

EXP: 1-31-2013

PAINT
DRINK

HAVE FUN
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CORRIDOR Compiled by Matt Stephens

1

6

Marcel Crossing i, at 8008 ashlane Way, and 
Marcel Crossing ii, at 8000 McBeth Way, 
contain more than 40,000 square feet of office 
space at Woodlands Parkway and ashlane Way 
with dining, medical offices, spas, retailers and 
other businesses.   

marcel Crossing I

1  Ryan W. Comeaux DDS Family 
Dentistry provides dental services for all 
ages, including regular, thorough dental 
check-ups and cleanings. Ste. 150.             
281-419-0333. www.comeauxdds.com

2  Nails of America & Salon has  
been family owned and operated since 
2004, providing pedicures, manicures, 
facials and body waxing. Ste. 140.  
281-292-9666. www.nailsofamerica.com

3  Nutrition Depot, founded in 1998, 
provides health and nutrition products at 
reasonable prices with a knowledgable 
staff. Ste. 130. 832-585-0977.  
www.mynutritiondepot.com 

4  Fischer & Aniston is a ladies 
boutique, providing apparel and home 
décor for women of all ages, styles, 
sizes and budgets. Ste. 120.  
281-713-9922.  
www.fischeranistonshop.com

5  The Blooming Idea provides 
and delivers floral arrangements 
for residents, weddings, hospitals, 

businesses and funeral homes. Ste. 110. 
281-465-4288. www.bloomingidea.com  

6  Ashlane Cleaners has offered 
quick, drive-thru dry cleaning and 
laundry services since opening in 
February 2007. Ste. 100. 281-292-9975

marcel Crossing II

7  Sunny Street Cafe caters and 
serves breakfast and lunch favorites  
at locations in Texas, Missouri and ohio.  
Ste. 100. 832-813-5950.  
www.sunnystreetcafe.com

8  Meals Fit 4 Life offers pre-
packaged, pre-portioned healthy meals 
cooked daily. Ste. 110. 281-719-0139.                                 
www.mealsfit4life.com

9  Pool Supply Plus sells pool 
equipment and accessories. Ste. 115. 
281-298-2266.

10  Nails & Spa Today has provided 
manicure, pedicure, massage and skin 
care in The Woodlands for more than 
three years. Ste. 120. 281-292-0144.

11  Young Artist Art Studio offers 
classes for children of multiple age 
groups in various media including 
drawing, sculpture and painting.  
Ste. 130. 281-645-6580.              
www.youngartistartstudio.com

12  Express Hot Yoga offers 50-minute 
yoga classes featuring all 26 postures in 
a heated room to maximize the benefits 
in the shortest amount of time. Ste. 140.             
832-482-2517. www.bytw.com 

13  Boni’s II is the second dance 
and performing arts studio of owner 
and director Bonnie Schuertz, who 
has been teaching in The Woodlands 
since 1983. Ste. 150. 832-934-2332.                               
www.bonisdance.com

14  Kumon Math and Reading Center 
has been educating children for more 
than 50 years, working with students 
of all levels at their own pace. Ste. 160. 
832-432-0090. www.kumon.com

15  Nuarc Pools is a full-service pool 
design and construction firm. Ste. 165.                   
832-519-0990. www.nuarcpools.com 

16  Gozzetti’s Pizzeria offers more than 
40 toppings, 22 specialty pizzas and 
a signature dish, zettiboli, made from 
homemade meatballs, onions, peppers 
and cheese wrapped in pizza dough, 
among other italian delights. Ste. 170.                    
832-585-0303. www.gozzettis.com 

17  Vedas Medical Spa & Wellness 
Center offers body scrubs and wraps, 
chemical peels, laser hair removal and 
facials among other services. Ste. 190. 
281-215-3681. www.vedasmedspa.com  

18  Sterling Ridge Park & Ride has 
1,200 parking spaces for commuters 
traveling to houston area locations such 
as the Texas Medical Center, Greenway 
Plaza and the Central Business district 
of houston. 8001 McBeth Way.  
832-813-0809. www.btd.org.

19  The Branch Crossing South 
Montgomery County YMCA has 
offered various camps, child care, youth 
sports and other health and family 
conscious activities since opening in 
2004. The Branch Crossing facility 
features a gymnasium and pool among 
other amenities. 8100 ashlane Way.  
281-367-9622. www.ymcahouston.org 

20  The George and Cynthia Woods 
Mitchell Library is one of several 
libraries in the Montgomery County 
system, offering various book clubs, 
classes and services in addition to 
thousands of published and online 
materials for readers and researches  
of all ages. 8125 ashlane Way.  
936-442-7728. www.countylibrary.org 

21  Keller Williams Realty Woodlands, 
founded in 1992, has a knowledgable 
sales and support staff that helps sell 
homes in The Woodlands area. 8111 
ashlane Way. 281-863-9100.  
www.kwwoodlands.com
This is a sample of businesses and organizations in the area. 

The list is not comprehensive.

Marcel Crossing   The Woodlands
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Join us for our Campus Tour
Wednesday, January 30, 9:30 a.m. • PK4–12th

Connect with us!

My teachers know my name.
I pray in school.

I am a future college graduate.
I am a leader...

Woodlands Christian is an accredited, independent, PK4-12th grade college preparatory school; equipping students 
spiritually, academically, physically and socially. Est. 1993

I AM A WARRIOR!

The Woodlands Christian Academy
www.twca.net • 936.273.2555

Watch our video!

www.bandierpartners.com

Krissie Vanyo - 281.210.0097    
krissie@bandierpartners.com

GREAT BUILDING, LOCATION AND RATES

26010 Oak Ridge Drive 
Up to 2, 500 +/- sq. ft. available

Class A O�  ce Space For Lease in The Woodlands

Knitt ing  & Crochet

College Park Dr.
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3335 College Park Dr., Suite 450, The Woodlands  • 936-242-1031
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GRAND paRkWay | segments E, F1, F2 & G

$0.97

$0.00

Segment  E

$325 Million $1.04 Billion

Segment  F2Segment  F1 Segment G

15.2 Miles 11.9 Miles 12.1 Miles 13.6 Miles

Construction on the Grand Parkway, or 
hwy. 99, Segments F1, F2 and G will begin 
by May.  Work will be completed on all 
three segments simultaneously until they 
open in december 2015. Segments F1, F2 
and G span from northwest harris County 
to South Montgomery County and will 
increase mobility options for residents.

Exit/Entrance Ramp 
Toll Plaza

Toll Price 
* Rates as of 2013 and are  
  subject to change

Mainlane Toll Plaza

99

99

Map not to scale

Photos courtesy Grand Parkway Association Source: Texas Department of Transportation and the Grand Parkway Association

ELECTRONIC
TOLL TAG ONLY

99

99

Grand Parkway
Continued from | 1

other engineering, construction and devel-
opment firms, at a cost of $1.04 billion in 
order for the project to be completed by 
2015. 

The Zachry-Odebrecht team con-
cluded negotiations with TxDOT in late 
December. Now, the contract must receive 
approval from the Texas Attorney General’s 
office, said builder spokeswoman Linda 
Merritt. Until the builders receive a Notice 
to Proceed, which will give a green light for 
construction, Merritt said they will con-
tinue the design phase “at risk.”

“Because it is just a long process to get 
everything reviewed and evaluated, it 
may be as late as May until we have final 
approval and can begin construction,” she 

said. “Right now we are still finalizing 
the footprint and evaluating different ele-
ments on the segments to make sure we 
have the best plan.”

Burge said once construction begins, 
there will be rapid movement in getting 
traffic in place.

“There are three different phases, and 
they are let in sequences so that we can 
have all [segments] going simultaneously,” 
Burge said.

David Gornet, executive director of 
the Grand Parkway Association, said all 
38 miles of the F1 through G will be con-
structed in less than three years. The day 
the contract is approved by the Attorney 
General, he said, construction crews will 
begin work.

Construction segments
So far, only two segments of the 11 into 

which Grand Parkway is divided are open 
to traffic: Segment I2 in east Houston and 
Segment D in Katy. Construction on Seg-
ment E, between I-10 and Hwy. 290, began 
in 2011 and is expected to be complete in 
2013. 

Once segments F1, F2 and G are com-
pleted in 2015, drivers will be able to travel 
continuously from I-10 in Katy to Hwy. 59 
in New Caney, about 70 miles.

The northern segments of Grand Park-
way are being developed as part of a public-
private partnership established by TxDOT 
early in 2012. 

TxDOT will pay for the Grand Parkway 
with $2.78 billion in toll revenue bonds 
that are expected to be issued by the Grand 
Parkway Transportation Corporation. 
Zachry-Odebrecht will then be reimbursed 
on a monthly basis.

“Basically, GPTC is going to sell bonds to 
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pay for the design and construction of the 
project,” Sanchez said. “On a monthly basis 
the developer will invoice TxDOT for work 
completed that month. TxDOT will evalu-
ate the  invoice and pay accordingly using 
the bond proceeds.” 

In December, the TTC approved the toll 
rates for segments F1 through G, which will 
be re-evaluated each October for potential 
increases. Any increases in toll rates would 
go into effect  Jan. 1 of the following year. 
According to TxDOT, any revenue from 
tolls could be used to fund the develop-
ment of future segments.

“Whenever additional moneys are avail-
able, in accordance with the [Market Valua-
tion Waiver Agreement], the money will be 
used to enhance the existing Grand Park-
way system or implement other segments 
whenever they are ready for development,” 
Perez said.

Spurring development
Not only is the construction of the Grand 

Parkway expected to ease traffic conges-
tion, the arrival of such a major thorough-
fare is spurring commercial and residential 
real estate developments. Along the Ray-
ford Road corridor east of I-45, near where 
Segment G is expected to connect with 
Riley Fuzzel Road, several major develop-
ment projects are either underway or on 
the drawing board.

Residential developments such as The 
Falls at Imperial Oaks, Legends Ranch, 
Harmony (formerly Spring Trails) and 
Benders Landing which, according to 
Jim Holcomb of Holcomb Properties, is 
nearing build-out with only about 50 lots 
remaining, are experiencing strong sales.

Holcomb also said developers for Gra-
cepoint Homes recently purchased 83 
acres near Legends Ranch. In December, 

national luxury home builder Toll Brothers 
announced it had purchased 692 acres just 
east of Benders Landing where it will build 
1,350 homes. 

In addition, in March of 2012, H-E-B 
announced that it had purchased a 21.3-
acre tract of land on Riley Fuzzel Road for 
a future grocery store site. 

Meanwhile, the construction of Seg-
ment F2 on areas west of I-45 is also in part 
contributing to major projects, such as the  
385-acre ExxonMobil campus and Spring-
woods Village, a 1,800-acre mixed used 
development. Segment F2 is projected to be 
developed on the southern edge of Spring-
woods Village.

“It is such an important mobility piece 
for east to west mobility in terms of trav-
eling to or from Springwoods Village to 
areas like Kingwood and Katy,” said Keith 
Simon, executive vice president of CDC 

Development. “You can’t deny how impor-
tant that is going to be to move people in 
[an] efficient way.”

According to the North Houston Asso-
ciation, traffic around local segments of the 
Grand Parkway is expected to significantly 
increase. An NHA report states major 
roadways around Segmet F2 are predicted 
to increase in traffic to 394 percent more by 
2025 compared to 2000 levels. 

“Northwest Houston is a very dynamic 
area to start with,” Gornet said. “From 
Cypress, Tomball, The Woodlands and 
Spring–it is growing all around. [The 
Grand Parkway] compliments the growth 
in that area and will give people alternate 
access to get around town.”

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Grand Parkway, Transportation
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the community’s transition to an Urban 
Transit District, which came as a result of 
a new U.S. Census Bureau designation in 
March, Tough said. He said the committee 
hopes to continue and to improve the three 
park and rides, which are among the most 
successful in the country, with more than 
800,000 annual trips and an 85 percent fare 
box return. 

Tough said the committee will also work 
with Montgomery County, The Woodlands 
Development Company and other munici-
palities on mobility projects, including the 
proposed Hwy. 242 and Research Forest 
flyovers over I-45. With The Woodlands, 
Shenandoah and Oak Ridge North con-
tinuing to grow, Tough believes the projects 
are necessary. 

“If it’s not addressed, there’s going to be 
a gridlock,” he said. “There’s just no doubt 
about that. You can’t say that if nothing is 
done at those intersections that it’s going to 
get better. It’s just not.”

With incorporation as a possible future 
outcome, Tough said the committee will 
also begin to examine The Woodlands 
Road Utility District, how it operates and 
how best to take over its operations should 
The Woodlands become a city.

Future projects
Following the record-setting drought of 

2011, reforestation will be one of the town-
ship’s biggest projects, with 1,350 container 
trees of 5, 15 and 30 gallons to be planted 
in the first phase early in 2013, said John 
Powers, assistant general manager of com-
munity services for the township. Powers 
said another 91,000 seedlings will be given 
to residents to plant on Arbor Day along 
major thoroughfares and in community 
forests. 

He said the container trees will cost 
$200,000, while the smaller seedlings will 
cost about $5,000. The township will plant 
10,000 container trees and 250,000 seed-
lings over five years, Powers said. Accord-
ing to the township, The Woodlands had 
more than 52,000 dead trees as a result of 
the 2011 drought. 

The township has already begun address-
ing the need for sports fields, with artificial 
turf being installed on six fields at Bear 
Branch and Alden Bridge sports parks. 
Powers said the turf installation should be 
completed in February and costs about $3 
million. Another $6.4 million was set aside 
in 2013 for recreational facility develop-
ment, with the bulk of the money likely 
going to develop four or five fields on a 
25-acre site at Gosling Road near Research 
Forest Drive costing between $3.5 million 
and $4.5 million. 

“Once we have the land conveyed (from 
the Development Company), we could 
do this project in 10 months,” said Chris 
Nunes, director of parks and recreation for 

the township. “We just need two months to 
bid out the project.”

The continued development of parks 
and pathways in The Villager of Creekside 
Park is also a primary focus in 2013, with 
the 14th village park and pool estimated to 
open by the beginning of pool season June 
1, Powers said. The $2 million Wendt Woods 
Park includes a  pool, tennis court, sports 
field, playground equipment, parking and 
restrooms, and is located on 16 acres. The 
township and Development Company will 
each pay for half of the project. 

Two smaller parks—Liberty Square and 
Rockwall Square—should open in the 
summer in Creekside Park, Powers said, 
while construction on another four miles 
of pathways is expected to begin, connect-
ing the existing pathway to the the Creek-
side Forest Elementary School. 

Not all new projects involve new parks 
and pathways, however, as the new Cen-
tral Fire Station should be completed in the 
spring on Grogan’s Mill Road, the last of 
the major fire stations scheduled for con-
struction. 

The first phase of the pedestrian sky-
bridge at Waterway Square will also be 
completed in 2013, Powers said, which 
includes a bridge across the Waterway, 
an elevator and a stage for performances. 
About $1.9 million of the $2.9 million proj-
ect will be completed this year, scheduled 
in time for the Red, Hot & Blue Festival on 
July 4. 

Financial forecast
While the township lowered its prop-

erty tax rate in 2012 from 32.5 to 31.73 
cents per $100 valuation, Tough is unsure 
whether residents can expect another drop 
in 2013. However, he does not anticipate a 

significant increase either as the commu-
nity weathered the historic 2011 drought 
and still managed to lower the rate last year. 

“That was a huge impact cost, but we had 
capital reserves,” Tough said. “We’re ready 
for anything that can be thrown at us.”

Nick Wolda, president of The Woodlands 
Convention & Visitors Bureau, said sales 
tax revenue rose more than 15 percent over 
2011 numbers while hotel occupancy tax 
revenue grew roughly 30 percent in 2012. 

“That is just remarkable historical num-
bers,” Wolda said. “The Woodlands contin-
ues to be a very desirable address for retail-
ers and shopping and dining.”

Wolda said the community’s economic 
success could continue due to significant 
construction projects in 2013, such as 
Hughes Landing, projects along The Wood-
lands Waterway and Nordstrom, which 
will replace Sears at The Woodlands Mall. 
He said construction on Nordstrom should 
begin in the first or second quarter and take 
about a year and a half to complete.

Construction projects have a significant 
impact on sales tax revenue because of 
taxes on construction supplies and services 
provided within the township, Wolda said. 
Corporate developments and expansions, 
such as the nearby ExxonMobil campus 
and the Anadarko expansion also affect 
sales and hotel occupancy tax revenue, he 
said. 

“When you have features like The Wood-
lands Mall, Waterway, Market Street, those 
are big draws,” he said. “And that’s further 
enhanced by corporate developments like 
ExxonMobil and the Anadarko expansion.”

NEWS

Township 
Continued from | 1

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Township, Woodlands Development
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Orthodontist 
in Montgomery County

2012

Jeff Mardaga, D.D.S. M.S., Inc.
Michael Eshelman, D.D.S., P.C.

VOTED

#1

Experience DOES Matter!
1st Orthodontist in The Woodlands - Established 1979

Jeff Mardaga, D.D.S. M.S., Inc.
Michael Eshelman, D.D.S., P.C.

4850 W. Panther Creek #108
The Woodlands, TX 77381

281-367-7775

2211 Rayford Rd. #117
Spring, TX 77386

281-367-2211
Located in the Kroger center near the entrance of Imperial Oaks

31311 FM 2978
Magnolia, TX 77386

281-356-3636

Orthodontic Evaluation

FREE $300 OFF
 ($125 Value).

Expires 1/31/13. Present offer at initial visit.
Expires 1/31/13. Present offer at initial visit.

Full Ortho Treatment

Located  directly across the street 
from Bear Branch Jr. High

Straight
teeth on
porpoise

A night of conversation...

business

energy

philanthropy giving
history

athletics

shsu.edu/honors/letstalk  •  936.294.4061  •  letstalk@shsu.edu

Thursday, March 21, 2013  •  6:30 p.m.
Lowman Student Center Ballroom  •  Huntsville, TX

Earl Campbell
Former NFL Running Back 
Earl Campbell Meat Products, Inc.

let’s talk!tm about
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The Woodlands edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper 

is now distributed to

12,000 MORE
homes, apartments 

and businesses, bringing
the total to 72,978.

Vist www.impactnews.com all month
long for up-to-date community coverage.

CHECK OUT OUR

Spring Trails

Legends

Benders Landing

Harmony

Imperial Oaks

OUR MISSION 
is to build communities of 

informed citizens and thriving businesses 
through the collaboration of a passionate team.
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Featured Neighborhood
Bender’s Landing

Build-out year: Still building

Square footage: 2700–8736

Home values: $320,000–$1,000,000

HOA dues (estimated): $695/yr

Amenities: Lakes, clubhouse in Bender’s Estates, parks

Nearby attractions: The Woodlands Mall, Market Street

Property taxes:

Conroe ISD    1.2950%

Montgomery County   0.4838%

North Harris CO JR College  0.1210%

Emergency Services District  0.1000%

Montgomery County Hospital  0.0745%

Total (per $100 value) 2.0743%

Market Data provided by 
Haley Garcia-Laubenstein

Signature Living Properties | Heritage Texas Properties
www.heritagetexas.com

Homes on the market (As of November 20, 2012)

Featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (Dec. 1, 2011-Nov. 30, 2012)

No. of homes for sale 23

No. of homes under contract 5

Average days on the market 140

No. of homes sold 50

Square footage (low/high) 2938 / 6421

Selling price (low/high) $320,000 / $1,225,000

5 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath, 4,036 sq. ft., $449,000 Agent: 
Sheila O’Bannon, RE/MAX Integrity, 281-370-5100

3806 Brea Court

8 Bedroom / 6.5 Bath, 5,472 sq. ft., $745,000, Agent: 
James Mulholland, Mulholland Realty  ,713-446-1018

27922 E Benders Landing Blvd

5 Bedroom / 3.5Bath, 4,533 sq. ft. ,$629,990, Agent: 
Cynthia Martin, Texas Home Group Realtors , 281-350-
8000

3806 W Benders Landing Blvd

4-6 Bedroom / 4.5 Bath, 6,571 sq. ft. ,$999,000, 
Agent: Paul Hancock, Hancock-Realtors, 281-376-
0324

27603 E Benders Landing Blvd

REAl ESTATE

Two Companies Evolving & Growing
In The Woodlands!

Since the early days of Compact Computer, Heritage has successfully served Buyers & Sellers in The 
Woodlands. Our combined success with Signature Living Properties brings local roots and an added 
proven track record to serve The Woodlands community.

8505 TECHNOLOGY FOREST PLACE, SUITE 803  |  THE WOODLANDS, TEXAS 77381
936.447.9625  |  HALEY@HALEYGARCIA.COm  |  HERITAGETEXAS.COm

HALEY GARCIA-LAUbENSTEIN 
Strategic Business Development - The Woodlands

Broker Associate

RObIN mUECk 
President & CEO

Heritage Texas Properties

Market Data
On the market  (As of January 8, 2013) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale/ Average days on the market

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or under 16/42 5/106 0 0 23/73 55/82 15/84

$150,000–$199,999 4/54 7/49 3/28 3/94 20/79 58/90 21/73

$150,000–$199,999 4/54 7/49 3/28 3/94 20/79 58/90 32/96

$200,000–$299,999 4/105 10/102 14/64 5/93 15/88 44/73 31/82

$300,000–$399,999 1/72 12/71 9/44 13/110 12/138 43/87 19/122

$400,000–$499,999 6/80 10/82 6/43 3/353 1/131 9/72 7/67

$500,000–$749,999 6/118 3/109 13/80 1/40 1/125 6/131 21/97

$750,000–$999,999 7/182 7/109 10/84 1/77 1/134 9/67 11/123

$1 million + 18/145 7/173 33/169 1/629 2/490 0 21/239

Number of homes sold/Average price

Price Range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

Nov 2011 15/$247879 31/$349308 32/$446736 20/$264475 16/$143345 57/$198016 43/$302975

Nov 2012 18/$326933 45/$326499 47/$376253 23/$286713 36/$181902 65/$196126 56/$313937

Oct 2012 25/$289,898 52/$335,918 50/$435,475 15/$233,543 33/$233,543 38/$167,535 42/$262,295

Sep 2012 16/$263,821 49/$276,654 67/$412,770 21/$259,408 28/$172,930 70/198,840 45/$285,457

Aug 2012 30/$240,405 73/$294,963 97/$371,598 22/$226,727 20/$159,971 66/$154,309 62/$329,372

Jul 2012 11/$243,000 55/$358,539 77/$468,175 14/$264,858 25/$170,091 56/$181,560 45/$322,684

Jun 2012 14/$448,866 57/$361,117 110/$438,341 25/$262,566 28/$172,932 54/$164,926 52/$340,821

May 2012 24/$480,000 62/$361,000 63/$425,000 19/$259,000 22/$151,000 71/$179,000 44/$291,000

Apr 2012 22/$267,544 57/$361,467 65/$469,439 18/$248,007 21/$154,107 62/$216,842 39/$328,238

Riley Fuzzell  Rd.
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Featured listings are randomly selected. If you are a real estate agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your commercial properties 
listed in our real estate section at no cost, please send property information and photo to wdl@impactnews.com. All listings will be considered for 
publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper. 

Commercial properties
The Woodlands/Shenandoah

REAl ESTATE

Featured center Featured properties

111 Vision Park Blvd., 14,077 sf, $25.00 sf/yr, Agent: 
Andy Havel/Caldwell Companies, 281-664-6614

Riverstone Medical

175 Saint Lukes Way  77,600 sf, $21.50-$22.00/sf/yr, 
Agent: Jim Pisula/Pinecroft Realty, LLC, 713-870-6369

128 Vision Park Blvd. , 75,000 sf, $19.00/sf/yr, Agent: 
Steve Rocher/CBRE Group, Inc., 713-577-1615

Medical Arts Center III

3091 College Park Drive, 3,200 sf, $22 sf/yr, Agent: 
Jeff Beard/J.Beard Real Estate Co, 281-367-2220

College Park Plaza

19075 I-45 S., Shenandoah, TX 77385
290,000 sq. ft.

•	Specialty Mixed-use with 40 individual 
shops, restaurants and businesses

Vision Park Office BuildingPortofino Shopping Center 

25307 Interstate 45 N, Suite 150
The Woodlands, TX 77380

281-210-0090   ■   info@bandierpartners.com

www.bandierpartners.com   ■   www.bandierinsights.com

A SOCIAL Growth Movement

Humility =          
    Character

  Character in ....Values & Actions, 
 Authentic Communication, 
and Always Doing the Next Right Thing

Join our new SOCIAL site ■ www.bandierinsights.com

R BD, C  BD, I  BD.
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Pre Pay?
No Way!

Hundreds of  
Local Coupons

Just click and print
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Give yourself the best chance at long-term success with 
Memorial Hermann’s surgical weight loss program.
Every day, more people realize that they can overcome obesity with help from NewStart, Memorial Hermann’s 
weight loss surgery program. That’s because our team of affiliated, board-certified surgeons, bariatric  
trained nurses, dietitians, mental health professionals and peer support groups assist you before, during and  
long after your procedure–from pre-surgical counseling and information sessions to post-surgical recovery  
and support. Plus, our high standard of care ensures you receive the best chance at the best outcome. Call to  
sign up for a free educational seminar or personal consultation. And start telling yourself, “I can.”

Visit MHNewStart.org or call 713.448.START to attend a free seminar or personal consultation.

There can be serious risk with any surgical procedure. Consult your physician to determine if you are a candidate for weight loss surgery. Physicians are 
affiliated with Memorial Hermann.  Memorial Hermann Bariatric Programs are certified by either ASMBS or ACS.  However, patients should request a 
physician’s personal certification, if any, and their experience and qualifications before proceeding with any bariatric procedure.

 Introducing a
 new chance

 to start
     your life over.
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