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Springwoods Village preview
The mixed-use development south of 
ExxonMobil is now under construction
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Services offered in The Woodlands keep residents 
from traveling to Houston Medical Center Opinions differ among  

legislators, health facilities

Specialty health care  
coincides with growth

Officials debate 
proposed Medicaid 
expansion

Woodlands neurologist Dr. Kevin Gaffney reviews brains scans at his clinic.

By Brian Walzel 
In the nearly 40 years since its 

inception, The Woodlands has 
grown from a one hospital town 
to a community with leading-
edge medical technology and 
health care amenities previously 
found only downtown at the 
Medical Center. As the popula-
tion in The Woodlands grows, 
so too are its medical amenities, 
with several facilities either in 
the works or already under con-
struction. Now, one of the most 
significant growth sectors in the 
medical industry in The Wood-
lands has been in specialty and 
subspecialty health care. 

Woodlands residents who pre-
viously had to drive 35 miles to 
the Houston Medical Center to 

By  Shawn Arrajj 
The national health care over-

haul known as the Affordable Care 
Act has been a topic of contention 
in Texas since it was originally pro-
posed by President Barack Obama. 
One of the most significant adjust-
ments comes January 2014 when 
Medicaid will be expanded to 
include roughly 17 million more 
people nationwide.

In Tomball and Magnolia, local 
legislators have come out against 
the act, but some area Medicaid-
funded facilities think it would be 
unwise to turn down the federal 
dollars.

“Medicaid funds about 75 per-
cent of all our services,” said Kathi 
Schmidt, executive director of 
Reach Unlimited, which provides 
services for the mentally and 
developmentally disabled. “This 
would open up funding for a lot of 
the folks in our community who 
are on the waiting list for services. 
There are folks who have been 
waiting for over 10 years.”

The Supreme Court ruled in 
July that each state has the power 
to reject the Medicaid expansion 
without paying a penalty. Gov. 
Rick Perry said he has no plans 
to adopt the act as a law in Texas, 
saying it would not result in better 
patient protection or more afford-
able care.

The fate of Medicaid expansion 
in Texas will be determined in part 
by state legislators in the 2013 leg-
islative session. Representatives 

receive care for medical issues 
such as neurology, acute wounds 
or complicated brain surgery 
now may not need to leave their 
own community. 

“When you’re able to provide 
this level of sophisticated ser-
vices, people don’t want to drive 
to the Medical Center,” said Steve 
Sanders, chief operating office of 
Memorial Hermann The Wood-
lands Hospital. “You want to stay 
in your community.”

Specialty care
This fall, St. Luke’s The Wood-

lands Hospital opened a wound 
care facility on its campus, the 
first of its kind in the South 
Montgomery/North Harris 
County area. 

“What we see in our popula-
tion is the epidemic of diabetes: 
obesity, foot ulcers—that’s the 
bad news,” said Dr. Caroline Fife, 
director of the St. Luke’s wound 
care facility. “The good news is 
that we have the burgeoning of 
technology that can handle a lot 
of these problems with special-
ized knowledge.”

St. Luke’s The Woodlands 
opened a sports medicine 

rehabilitation facility on its cam-
pus this summer, and Memorial 
Hermann plans to open the Iron-
Man Sports Medicine Institute in 
May. In addition to those facili-
ties, each hospital campus fea-
tures a variety of specialty health 
care services.

The American Board of Medi-
cal Specialties is made up of 24 
boards that provide certification 
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Directory | 19
Community Impact Newspaper 
provides a directory of physicians 
in The Woodlands.
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Demand for rental
housing increases
Multifamily rentals at all-time high
By Nicole Bradford

A natural law of real estate stipulates that 
where employment opportunities arise, so too 
will apartments. Given ExxonMobil’s develop-
ment of a 385-acre campus just south of The 
Woodlands, along with an influx of compa-
nies relocating their headquarters moving to 
the area, construction of multifamily develop-
ment in The Woodlands is hardly a surprise. 
Neither, real estate experts say, is a surge in 
demand for rental housing. 

Among the new multifamily developments 
in the works are  Phase II of the Millennium 
Apartments on Waterway Avenue, which will 

See Renting | 16

The following represents the occupancy rates at the five largest apartment developments in
The Woodlands, as of October, as well as their range of monthly rent.

HIGH APARTMENT OCCUPANCY RATES

96% 96% 96%

Th
e 

Pl
an

ta
tio

n 
 —

  $
88

8 
- 

$2
,1

11

97% 98%

Source: Interfaith The Woodlands, property websites



2 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • The Woodlands Edition

Homes priced from the $200’s to more than $4 million • 281-719-6333 • TheWoodlands.com
TAKE I-45 TO WOODLANDS PARKWAY, GO WEST ON WOODLANDS PARKWAY TO THE HOMEFINDER CENTER.

Come Home to the Best-Selling
Community in Texas*.

Come Home to the Best-SellingCome Home to the Best-Selling

Homes within The Woodlands are constructed and sold by builders not affi liated with The Woodlands Development Company 
(TWDC) or any of its affi liates, companies or partnerships. Neither TWDC nor any of its affi liated companies or partnerships 
guarantees or warrants the obligations of, or construction by, such builders. Prices and specifi cations subject to change. Obtain 
the Property Report required by Federal law and read it before signing anything. No Federal agency has judged the merits or 
value, if any, of this property. Membership fees may be required. * According to RCLCO’s list of Top-Selling MPCs for 2011.  10/12
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Top 10 in the Houston Metro Area.

St. Luke’s  
The Woodlands Hospital ...

To find a physician, call 832-355-4343

Being named one of the Top 10 hospitals in the Houston Metro Area and receiving recognition  

as high-performing in neurology & neurosurgery and orthopedics is an honor.  

Yet, what’s truly impressive is not the praise, but the people who’ve earned it — the doctors,  

nurses and staff who give our patients their best, year after year.

And to our patients and their loved ones, we thank you for the trust you place in us.  

You’re the reason we never stop reaching further and striving to be even better.

StLukesWoodlands.com/USNews
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Orthodontist 
in Montgomery County

2012

Jeff Mardaga, D.D.S. M.S., Inc.
Michael Eshelman, D.D.S., P.C.

VOTED

#1

Experience DOES Matter!
1st Orthodontist in The Woodlands - Established 1979

Jeff Mardaga, D.D.S. M.S., Inc.
Michael Eshelman, D.D.S., P.C.

4850 W. Panther Creek #108
The Woodlands, TX 77381

281-367-7775

2211 Rayford Rd. #117
Spring, TX 77386

281-367-2211
Located in the Kroger center near the entrance of Imperial Oaks

31311 FM 2978
Magnolia, TX 77386

281-356-3636

Orthodontic Evaluation

FREE $300 OFF
 ($125 Value).

Expires 1/16/13. Present offer at initial visit.
Expires 1/16/13. Present offer at initial visit.

Full Ortho Treatment

Located  directly across the street 
from Bear Branch Jr. High

Ex
11st

O
Head 
and Neck 
Above 
The Rest
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How should the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office 
allocate its patrol deputies?
By highest crime area

57.14%
By population

28.57%
By property tax contribution

  9.52%
By geographical size 

  4.76%
Results from an unscientific web survey, collected 11/8/12–12/5/12

What type of development does The Woodlands need 
more of?

Single-family homes
Multi-family developments
Town Homes
Renter-occupied homes

Take the poll online at www.impactnews.com/the-woodlands
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impactnews.com
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impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/wdl-facebook

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_wdl
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Easily browse or search news articles from your 
community or across the state.

Stay informed with daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information.

Learn about upcoming events with the community  
calendar.

Make your voice heard by commenting on articles or 
participating in online polls.

 Our community continues 
to surge ahead as one of the 
most dynamic markets in 
the country. The Woodlands 
population has grown from 
30,000 in 1990 to 103,000 and 

many sectors of our economy are experiencing 
significant growth.
 Evidence of the demand for everything 
from commercial and residential property, to 
luxury high-rise multifamily housing, to core 
community expansion and new medical facili-
ties is apparent throughout The Woodlands. 
 In this issue we cover new multifamily 
developments and the growth in popularity of 
these developments over the years. Meanwhile, 
The Woodlands Development Company and 
The Woodlands Township are planning to build 
a pedestrian bridge across the Waterway, as well 
as other attractions including another public 
park on the south side of the Waterway. 
 One of the primary attractions of The 
Woodlands is the quality health care offered 
here, which is second to none. Residents in 

Montgomery County no longer have to make 
the long trip to the Medical Center, as the 
growth in this sector of our market is accelerat-
ing. To help our readers know more about what 
is offered, we have included in this issue our 
annual Health Care Directory.
 Community Impact Newspaper The Wood-
lands has shared in the growth of this com-
munity. Last year we mailed our publication 
to 58,343 addresses (homes, apartments and 
businesses) in The Woodlands and we have 
increased to 61,323 addresses this month. Our 
page count has grown from 24 pages to 44 pages 
over the past few issues. 
 Our newspaper is blessed to be a part of this 
community and is committed to quality cover-
age of the issues that are important to those of 
us who live here.

Poll Questions

Correction - Volume 2, Issue 3

In the November edition of Community Impact Newspaper, 
the home pictured at 10 Gleneden Court was incorrectly 
represented with a photograph of a home listed at 66 E. 
Northcastle Circle by Karen Archer with Weichert Realtors 
on the market for $279,000.

Features
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Now Open

1  Owner Laura Hunter has opened 
Centre Court Tennis at 10700 Kuykendahl 
Road, Ste. B. Centre Court Tennis offers 
a full range of trendy, distinctive tennis 
apparel, along with bags, shoes and 
accessories for women and kids. Hunter 
also provides personalized and special 
orders for teams and leagues. 281-719-5379.

2  PBteen opened its first store in Texas at 
The Woodlands Mall Nov. 10. The PBteen 
store offers its holiday 2012 collection. 
The store will showcase PBteen’s new 
holiday gift assortment, including gadgets, 
fur-inspired bedding and lounge seating, 
jewelry and beauty storage and accessories, 
as well as the recently launched Burton 
home collection. The store will be 
anchored around a PBteen Design Lab 
where teens and their parents can engage 
with the brand and its products by creating 
a personalized room electronically on a 
computer monitor and quickly see it come 
to life on a TV screen overhead.  
832-585-0041, www.pbteen.com

3  Family owned and operated Modern 
Living Furniture is open at 179371 I-45 
S., Ste. 105 in the Sam Moon Shopping 

Center. The store offers primarily 
contemporary furniture for all rooms, 
as well as traditional and transitional 
furniture. Although most of the furniture 
is made in the store, products are also 
imported from Italy, Hong Kong and 
Canada. 936-273-9988 

4  Offering an array of baby accessories 
and products, Baby’s First Furniture has 
opened its fifth Houston area location at 
27702 I-45 S. in Oak Ridge North. The 
store sells baby gear, books and music, car 
seats, furniture, gliders and rockers, room 
décor, strollers, and toys.  
www.babys1st.com

5  Dannini Fine Jewelry, at 2441 High 
Timbers Drive, is now open to private 
appointments. Dannini specializes in high-
quality custom diamond jewelry, including 
earrings, necklaces, rings and pendants. 
281-419-9900, www.dannini.com 

6  The Center for Stress Management, 
at 920 Medical Plaza Drive, Ste. 360 at 
Memorial Hermann The Woodlands 
Medical Plaza 2 is now open. The 
facility has teamed up with Symptom 
Management Consultants physician 
group, with Dr. Sandra Gomez, to provide 

psychosocial and spiritual care to patients 
and caregivers experiencing the stress 
of living with cancer or a chronic health 
condition. 713-471-9977

7  Now open at 16590 I-45 S., Burlington 
Coat Factory offers customers mens, ladies 
and children’s casual wear and sportswear, 
as well as shoes and accessories. The store 
also sells baby room décor and accessories, 
home décor and offers a large selection of 
coats for the entire family. 936-273-1201,  
www.burlingtoncoatfactory.com 

8  Providing customers fresh, hand-
seasoned steaks, as well as chicken and 
fish selections, with distinctive sides 
and freshly chopped salads, Longhorn 
Steakhouse is now open at 26805 I-45 
S., next to Olive Garden. The restaurant 
is the third Longhorn Steakhouse in the 
Houston area. 281-292-3522,
www.longhornsteakhouse.com

9  Elaine Turner, the Texas-based luxury 
handbag and shoe brand, opened its fifth 
boutique Nov. 29 at 9595 Six Pines Drive 
in Market Street. The 1,600-square-foot 
store features Turner’s signature pink 
and silver design using textures, material 
mixes, colors and custom hardware. The 
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Our
HOrizOn is
CHanging

www.jOHnCOOper.Org
281.367.0900

The horizon of The John Cooper 
School is changing again with 

an exciting construction project 
in the Lower School. 

A new 16,000-square-foot facility will 
open in the Fall of 2013 to house 

five classrooms plus a science lab, 
computer lab and music room. 

This expansion will facilitate new 
enrollment openings in 

Kindergarten through Grade 4. 

The John Cooper school has been a 
leader in PK-12 independent school 

education in The Woodlands for 
25 years. Join us on campus 
to learn more at an upcoming 

Admission event and
experience Cooper for yourself.

CurrenTLY enrOLLing FOr 2013-14

pK-K-1 Open HOuse
December 18 • 6:30 pm

Lower School

pK -12 Open HOuse
January 26, 2013 • 2 pm

Performing Arts Center 

Medical Plaza Dr
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Rayford Rd.

College Park Dr.

store features a shoe salon, a clutch cubby, 
handbags and shoes, and other accessories, 
such as clothing, jewelry, small leather 
goods, tabletop gifts and candles. 
832-585-0805, www.elaineturner.com

10 Fish and Camaron, at 9950 
Woodlands Parkway, Ste. 450, opened in 
September. The restaurants offers diners 
Mexican beach-inspired dishes, including 
fish tacos, ceviche and shrimp creations. 
Advanced ordering is available.  
713-582-8040.

11  Opening mid-December at 3375 
College Park Drive, Einstein Bros. Bagels 
offers customers a variety of bagel flavors, 
as well as breakfast sandwiches, coffee 
and espressos, sandwiches, healthy menu 
choices, sweets, and snacks.  
www.einsteinbros.com

Coming Soon

 12  Opening in December at 9595 Six 
Pines Drive in Market Street, between 
Dionysus Salon Spa and Elaine Turner, 
Calypso St. Barth is known for its 
bohemian chic style. Working with 
designers and artisans from around 
the world, the boutique’s clothes and 
accessories are rich in color, using  
embellishments and metals to create 
distinctive pieces. The Woodlands store 
marks the second Houston-area location of 
the luxury resort-wear boutique.  
832-585-0155, www.calypsostbarth.com

13  Color Interiors will open its third area 
location Feb. 15 at 26415 I-45 N. in The 
Woodlands. The store offers full service 
flooring, including wood, carpet and tile, 
as well as granite countertops, counter 
backsplashes and shower tile.  
936-442-2050, www.colorinteriors.com

14  Offering ergonomic furniture for those 
seeking relief and prevention of back and 
neck pain, Relax The Back will occupy 
more than 2,500 square feet between Pizza 
By Marco and The Counter Custom Built 
Burgers at 9595 Six Pines Drive in Market 
Street.  With products from handheld 
massagers and back support products to 

massage chairs and mattresses, Relax The 
Back is expected to open in December. 
281-298-5000, www.relaxtheback.com
 
15  Madewell, a fashion boutique for 
women featuring an edgy yet vintage mix 
of clothing, accessories and footwear, 
will open its first Houston-area location 
in February 2013 at 9595 Six Pines Drive 
in Market Street next to Crú Wine Bar. 
Madewell offers lower-priced casual items, 
such as chinos, jeans, T-shirts, than its 
sister store, J.Crew. www.madewell.com

16  Adding to Market Street’s mix of 17 
restaurants, Zoe’s Kitchen will be the 
newest casual dining establishment to 
open at 9595 Six Pines Drive, in Spring 
2013.  Zoe’s menu offers Mediterranean-
inspired dishes, including sandwiches, 
wraps, soups and salads.  Zoe’s is popular 
for offering fresh-from-the garden, gluten-
free and vegetarian options. Near Massage 
Envy, the second Woodlands location of 
Zoe’s will offer indoor and patio dining. 
www.zoeskitchen.com

Relocation

17  The Woodlands Art League has 
relocated to 25136 Grogan’s Park Drive 
from its previous location at 9595 Six 
Pines Drive in Market Street. The 
Woodlands Art League offers teen and 
adult classes, workshops, and summer 
camps. Its members have the opportunity 
to experience guest artists and take part in 
juried art shows. 281-419-1980,  
www.woodlandsartleague.org. 

Anniversary

18  The Blooming Idea and owners 
Mary and Brian McCarthy celebrate 
the 10-year anniversary of their floral 
business at 8008 Ashlane Way, Ste. 110. 
The business provides full floral services 
including weddings, events, commercial 
business accounts and sympathy 
arrangements for local delivery in and 
around The Woodlands area.  
281-465-4288,  
www.thebloomingidea.com. 

Woodlands Art League relocated to Grogan’s Mill.

PBteen opened Nov. 10 at The Woodlands Mall, offering room decor and accessories for teens. 
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The Houston area’s third Longhorn Steakhouse is now open in Spring at 26805 I-45 S. 

8

Centre Court Tennis is open at 10700 Kuykendahl.
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Heirloom Rugs Crafted for Future Generations | Expert Cleaning & Repair 
 Call Today for Pricing, Pick-up & Delivery Options

WHERE SERVICE IS AN

281-364-9799 | 1640 Lake Woodlands Dr. | www.WoodlandsRugGallery.com
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CALENDAR

Dec. 15
By Molly Waddell

insperity sponsors this year’s Jingle Bell Run/Walk in The Woodlands. The run is held every 
year and benefits the Arthritis Foundation. The Arthritis Foundation’s mission is to improve 
lives through leadership, control, and cure of arthritis and related diseases.

Shannon Stricker, community development manager of the Arthritis Foundation, said the 
Jingle Bell Run/Walk is a fun way to kick off the holidays by helping others.

“Wear a holiday-themed costume. Tie jingle bells to your shoelaces,” Stricker said. “Run or 
walk a 5 kilometer route with your team members and celebrate the season by giving.”

The event features a timed and certified 5K run at 8:30 a.m. and a 1-mile fun run at 8 a.m. 
Prizes are awarded in several different categories, including costume contest in team, 
individual and dog; top fundraising individual, team and team captain; and male and female 
times for 18 and under, 19-30, 31-45 and 45 and over. During the day’s events, attendees can 
also visit the health Fair.

“The Jingle Bell Run/Walk happens in over 100 cities nationwide in November and 
December,” Stricker said. “it’s a fun way to kick off the holidays, and it’s one of few events 
that welcomes dogs.”

7–11 a.m. $35 entry fee, $10 shirt. Northshore Park, 2505 Lake Woodlands Drive.  
281-367-5777. www.thewodlandsjinglebellrun.org 
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The Jingle Bell Run in The Woodlands benefits the Arthritis Foundation. 

The Woodlands Jingle Bell Run/Walk for Arthritis

(adults). The Woodlands Children’s Museum, 
4775 W. Panther Creek Drive. 281-465-0955. 
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

15 Boat Parade of Lights
Lake Conroe is lit up with a parade of boats 
decorated for the holidays. Attendees can 
watch the boat parade from the west side 
of Lake Conroe. Anyone with a boat and 
who registers can take part in the parade. 
Live Lake Conroe requests attendees and 
participants to bring gifts for children ages 
3–12 that will be donated to children in need 
in the community for the holidays. 6 p.m.  
Free. Lake Conroe, Conroe. 832-298-2596. 
www.livelakeconroe.com

Worth the drive
15—16 Tomball Christmas Festival & 
Tree Lighting Ceremony
Celebrate Christmas in Tomball with Mr. and 
Mrs. Claus and the elves. The event features 
holiday foods, snacks and beverages, live 
music and a tree lighting ceremony. Kids can 
enjoy a southern sleigh ride, rock wall, laser 
tag and bungee jumping while parents shop 
for gifts and stocking stuffers while enjoying 
the tree lighting ceremony and dining by 
candlelight. Dec. 15, 10 a.m.–11 p.m., Dec. 
16, 10 a.m.–7 p.m. Free. horseshoe Park, 
21911 hufsmith-Kohrville Road, Tomball.  
877-778-8745. www.rgpevents.com

December
Now—24 Toy drive
Keller Williams Realty ad Rico’s Mexican Grill 
have joined together to sponsor a toy drive 
benefiting Montgomery County Youth Services 
and Montgomery County Women’s Center. 
Organizers are asking donors to provide gifts 
suitable for children, teenagers or seniors. 
New, unwrapped gifts can be dropped off at 
all Keller Williams Realty and Rico’s Mexican 
restaurants in Magnolia and The Woodlands. 
281-364-1488. 

Now—29 Christmas on Main Street
MainStreet America, a home demonstration 
center, opens with a Christmas celebration. 
Attendees tour the decorated 12 showcase 
homes, view thousands of holiday lights 
and have pictures taken with Santa every 
Saturday evening. Rides are available on the 
MainStreet Express, along with complimentary 
refreshments. 5–10 p.m. (Wed, Thur. and Sun.) 
5–11 p.m. (Fri. and Sat.) $15 (adults), $10 
(children ages 3–17). 18750 i-45, Spring.  
www.mainstreetamerica.com 

15 Chorale Concert
The Woodlands Chorale presents its holiday 
concert that features the “Magnificat in D 
Minor,” by J.S. Bach along with other seasonal 
classics. The Woodlands Chorale offers 
education through classical and contemporary 
repertoire. All ages. 7 p.m. $10, free (6 and 
under). Trinity Episcopal Church, 3901 S. 
Panther Creek Drive. 281-799-4929.
www.thewoodlandschorale.org

15 Breakfast with Santa
Santa comes to Rob Fleming Park to have 
breakfast by the fireplace. The Woodlands 
Township event features donuts, kolaches 
and a cereal bar. Carolers and pictures with 
Santa will be available. Register before the 
event. All ages. 10 a.m.  $30 per family of four, 
$5 for additional family members. Discounts 
available for families of two or three. The 
Lodge at Rob Fleming Park, 6055 Creekside 
Forest Drive. 281-210-3950. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

15 Holiday Market
The Woodlands high School hosts a holiday 
market in support of the school’s graduation 
celebration. Vendors include Scentsy, 
Avon, 31 and Pampered Chef. individuals 
offer woodworks, embroidered clothing, 
crafts and jewelry. The Woodlands high 
School’s graduation lock-in provides a safe 
environment for students on graduation night. 
9 a.m.–1 p.m. Free. The Woodlands high 
School Senior Campus, 6101 Research Forest 
Drive. www.twhsgrad.weebly.com

15 Pancakes with Santa
The Woodlands Children’s Museum hosts 
Pancakes with Santa. Local children enjoy a 
pancake breakfast with Santa Claus during 
a reading of “The Night Before Christmas” 
by local storyteller Leona hoegbert. The cast 
of Class Act Productions perform Christmas 
carols and children have the opportunity write 
a letter to Santa. 8–11 a.m. $30 (children), $15 

WWW.AMERIGOS.COM
25250 GROGANS PARK DRIVE 

THE WOODLANDS, 77380

RESERVATIONS 
FROM 5:00 PM – MIDNIGHT
281.362.0808
WE LOOK FORWARD 
TO RINGING IN THE 
NEW YEAR WITH YOU!

RING IN THE NEW YEAR AT

ENJOY A 
FOUR COURSE MEAL 

featuring all of your favorites 
with lots to choose from for each course!

LIVE MUSIC 
BY THE WOODLANDS FAVORITE,
THE GENTLE LAMB EXPERIENCE!
WWW.GENTLELAMBEXPERIENCE.COM

CHAMPAGNE TOAST 

AT MIDNIGHT!
$75
$95

per person for upstairs seating

per person for downstairs seating

DANCE FLOOR DOWNSTAIRS, NOISE MAKERS,
 FESTIVE HATS & PARTY FAVORS!

Bu
dd

e 
Rd

.

Grogan’s Park Dr.

Grogan’s Mill Rd.

Sawdust Rd.

C
o

ur
te

sy
 O

ak
 R

id
g

e 
N

o
rt

h
15, 22 Caroling on the Square
Strolling entertainers and holiday sounds from 
local artists and choirs are featured at the 
third annual Caroling on the Square concert 
series at Waterway Square. Santa will make 
a visit to the event on Dec. 22. 6–8 p.m. Free. 
Waterway Square, 31 Waterway Square Place. 
281-210-3900.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

15—28 Light up the Night
Residents of Oak Ridge North try to outshine 
their neighbors as they compete for the top 
honor in the “Light Up the Night” contest. 
Winners of the contest will be posted by  
Dec. 17. Categories also include Best Street. 
Free. City of Oak Ridge North. 281-292-4648.  
www.oakridgenorth.com 
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17 St. Nicks Pet Picks
Santa is at the Woodlands Mall to take family 
portraits, including photos with pets. Bring 
your dog or cat for a picture with Santa.  
Photo packages are available. 6 p.m. Free. 
The Woodlands Mall, 1201 Lake Woodlands 
Drive. 281- 363- 3409.  
www.thewoodlandsmall.com

18 Mastering Soups and Stews
Williams-Sonoma hosts a cooking class for 
the holidays. Attendees learn how to master 
the cooking of soups and stews. The soups 
and stews on the menu are Chicken Soup, 
Carrot Ginger Soup, Cream of Broccoli and 
Pasta and Bean Stew. Reservations are 
required and classes are sold on a first-come 
first-serve basis. 12–2 p.m. $30 (includes  
meal and recipes). Williams-Sonoma at  
The Woodlands Mall, 1201 Lake Woodlands 
Drive. 281-291-6915.  
www.thewoodlandsmall.com

21 Candy Cane Hunt
Come out for a flashlight hunt for candy 
canes, hot cocoa and special presents from 
Santa. Ages 6-12. 6 p.m. $15 per child,  
$7 per additional child. May Valley Park, 
11598 May Valley Circle. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov 

22 Christmas in a Kayak
Join Santa for some fun in the sun. Santa 
will join attendees on a kayaking adventure 
down The Waterway to Northshore Park. The 
event also includes a present hunt. All ages. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult to 
ride in a kayak. Noon. $45 (parent/child pair). 
Riva Row Boat house, 2101 Riva Row.  
281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

22 A Tuba Christmas
Enjoy more than 200 tuba players perform  
30 Christmas carols, conducted by henry 
howie and Robert Daniels from Sam houston 
State University. The tuba performers range 
from age 10 to 80. Noon–1 p.m. Free.  
9595 Six Pines Drive. 936-294-1364.  
www.tubachristmas.com

22 Fun With Santa
Santa will be at Timarron Park to help 
celebrate the holidays with crafts, games 
and music. Kids can paint an ornament and 
make a Christmas magnet. hot chocolate and 
Christmas cookies are provided. Walk-ups  
are limited, registration is recommended. 
All ages. 10 a.m. $15 (for first child), $7 
(additional children). Timarron Park Pavilion, 
550 N. Green Print Circle. 281-210-3950. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov 

22 Gingerbread House Workshop
The Woodlands Children’s Museum invites 
families and individuals to its annual workshop 
featuring Mrs. Claus, who will teach children 
how to create their own gingerbread house. 
One house per child, and no pre-registration  
is needed. 11 a.m.–4 p.m. $5 per child plus  
$5 museum admission for children ages 2  
and up. 4775 West Panther Creek Drive,  
The Woodlands. 281-465-0955.  
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

23 Evening with the Elves
Santa and his elves visit Rob Fleming Park 
where they will cook a meal for area residents 
and s’mores by the fireplace. Attendees can 
also enjoy holiday crafts and bingo. Register 
before the event. All ages. 5 p.m. $30 (family 
of four), $5 (additional family members). The 
Lodge at Rob Fleming Park, 6055 Creekside 
Forest Drive. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov 

28–30 Winter Wildlife Camp
Organized by TWRC Wildlife Center, children 
ages 8–12 will interact with various animals. 
Beverages and snacks are provided. On  
Dec. 28 the focus is adaptations, Dec. 29  
is reptiles and on Dec. 30 campers will learn 
about supporting wildlife.  9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
$140 for the entire camp or $55 per day. 
10801 hammerly Blvd., Ste. 200, houston. 
713-468-8972. www.twrcwildlifecenter.org

26—Jan 4  Christmas Break Drop-in 
Dayz Camp
The camp starts with a visit from Santa 
where kids open presents and make elf trail 
mix. Activities also include a pajama party, 
crafts, a movie, snow cones and a New Year 
celebration. Ages 6-12. 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m. 
$50 per day, $15 per day sibling discount, 
$100 discount for registering for each day 
of camp. The Woodlands Recreation Center, 
5310 Research Forest Drive. 281-210-3950. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov 

31 Denim and Diamonds
The Magnolia Education Foundation hosts 
a New Year’s Eve party benefiting grants for 
teachers in Magnolia iSD. Live music features 
Susan hickman and the Spiffingtons and a  
DJ. The party features an auction including 
trips in the wine country and an African 
hunting safari. 7:30 p.m.–1 a.m. $139- $375. 
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott hotel and 
Convention Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive. 
713-598-8729. www.magnoliaisd.org

 
January
2—4 New Year’s Camp
This mini-camp begins with a Texas 
showdown where kids dress up in their best 
Texas clothes for a best dressed contest. The 
camp also offers kids a snowball fight and 
water game. Ages 6-12. 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m. 
$50 per day, $15 per day sibling discount, 
$100 discount for registering for each day 
of camp. The Woodlands Recreation Center, 
5310 Research Forest Drive. 281-210-3950. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Live music

Dosey Doe Big Barn
25911 I-45 N. • www.doseydoe.com

December

 14 Cecil Shaw and Band, 8:30 p.m.
16 Larry Gatlin–Christmas, 7:30 p.m.
21 Pam Tillis–Christmas Trio, 8:30 p.m.
22 Ruthie Foster–Christmas, 8:30 p.m.
28 Seth Walker, 8:30 p.m.
29 Radney Foster, 8:30 p.m.
30 Asleep at the Wheel, 7:30 p.m.
31 New Year’s Eve: The Derailers, 8:30 p.m.

January

   8 William Clark Green, 8 p.m.
11 Aaron Tippin, 8:30 p.m.
12 Eddie Money, 8:30 p.m. 

 

Dosey Doe Music Cafe
463 FM 1488 • www.doseydoe.com

December

 16 Susan Gibson, Josh Grider, Drew Ken-
nedy & The Trishas, Kellye Mickwee & 
Brandy Zdan, 7:30 p.m.

19 Dustin Prinz, 8 p.m.
20 Sheila Marshall & Clayton Gardner & 

Zach Maberry, 8:30 p.m.
21 Uncle Lucius, 8:30 p.m.
22 Moonlighting–Christmas, 8:30 p.m.
31 The Level One Band New Year’s Eve 

Party, 9 p.m.

January

   3 Mark Jones & 20 Paces, 8:30 p.m.
  4 Kelly McGuire & John Arthur Martinez, 

8:30 p.m.
  9 Kimberly Dunn, 8 p.m.
10 Drew Nelson, 8:30 p.m.
11 Bleu Edmondson, 8:30 p.m.
12 Curtis Grimes, 8:30 p.m.

GenuWine Tasting Room
6503 FM 1488, Magnolia • 832-934-2675

www.mygenuwine.com

December

13 Willy Wall, 7:30 p.m.
14 Luke Novick, 7:30 p.m.
15 David irvine, 7:30 p.m.
20 Red Watterson, 7:30 p.m.
21 Duane Vincent, 7:30 p.m.
22 Jeremy Bankhead,7:30 p.m.
27 Mike Amabile, 7:30 p.m.
28 D. Pipkin, 7:30 p.m.
29 Ashley Austin, 7:30 p.m.

Find more or submit The Woodlands events at  
www.impactnews.com/the-woodlands/calendar.

To have The Woodlands events included in the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by the fourth Friday of the 
month.

Online Calendar

IMPACT 2.375 x 12.25”
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oodlandscenter.org
281-363-3300

Gift CertifiCates can be purchased at The Pavilion Box Office, by calling 800-745-3000 or online at w
w

w
.ticketm

aster.com
. Gift Certificate cannot be used for purchases 

at the concession stands, m
erchandice tent, W

oodforest Bank Club or House of Blues Hospitality Tent. Redeem
 certificate for tickets, only at The Pavilion Box Office.

Give the Gift of L
ive M

usic! The perfect gift for any music lover.
Give a Gift Certificate from

 the Cynthia W
oods M

itchell Pavilion. 

•	Pavilion	Gift	Certificates	can	be	redeem
ed	for	AN

Y	
 

contem
porary or perform

ing arts event at the Cynthia W
oods 

 
M

itchell Pavilion during the 2013 season (M
arch to Dec. 2013).

•	Certificates	are	available	in	any	dollar	am
ount.
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Talks between The Woodlands Town-
ship and the Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion could lead to a permanent home 
for the popular ice skating rink. The skat-
ing rink is constructed and housed every 
year from November through January in 
a temporary facility at the corner of Lake 
Robbins Drive and Six Pines Drive.

Nick Wolda, spokesman for The 
Woodlands Township and president of 
The Woodlands Convention and Visitor’s 
Bureau, said discussions have taken place 
between the township and representatives 
with the Pavilion to construct a multipur-
pose facility in which to hold the rink in 
November and December. However, an ice 
rink that is open year-round is not being 
discussed by the township or CVB. 

Wolda said the ice skating rink, now in 
its 13th year, would benefit from a perma-
nent site. The rink’s current location is one 
of  many where the rink has been housed 
over the years.

The ice rink, which last year drew a record crowd of more than 48,000 visitors, also features The Woodlands Winter Wonderland.
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Jerry MacDonald, CEO of The Cynthia 
Woods Mitchell Pavilion, said the site  
housing the ice rink is owned by, and will 
likely soon be developed by, The Wood-
lands Development Company, making a 
permanent site a necessity. 

“When The Woodlands Development 
Company develops that site, it will no 
longer be available,” he said. “They’re not 
saying when it will be developed, but at 
some point it will be developed.”

MacDonald said the township has indi-
cated to the Pavilion that one of the sites it 
is considering for a permanent ice rink is 
the location of the House of Blues hospital-
ity tent at the Pavilion. The Pavilion  uses 
the tent to offer concert-goers a place to 
visit before and after concerts for food and 
drinks, live music and televised sporting 
events. The HOB tent is only open during 
concert events, MacDonald said.

“The HOB tent is about 6,000 square 
feet and the township has indicated to the 

Pavilion that they would need a structure 
about 18,000–20,000 square feet,” Mac-
Donald said. “The rink would be com-
pletely financed by the township.”

The rink would be open during the win-
ter when there are no events at the Pavil-
ion, MacDonald said. During the concert 
season when the rink is not in operation, 
some of the space inside the facility would 
be used for the hospitality tent.

“We would need the space for our hospi-
tality tent, but we wouldn’t have access dur-
ing ice skating season,” MacDonald said.

Discussions between the township and 
the pavilion are in the early stages, Wolda 
said, and are centered on the possible 
formation of a public-private partnership 
for project. He said depending on what the 
project includes, the cost of a permanent 
facility could be about $1.8 million.

If all sides agree, the earliest the facility 
would be ready is the 2014 season, and any 
construction would take place after the 

concert season, MacDonald said. Construc-
tion could not begin until after November 
2013 and would take six months.

hOLiDAY

Township, Woodlands Pavilion looking to partner for permanent ice rink
By Mauricio Guerrero
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Winter Wonderland features a lighted park with 
holiday scenes and themes.

The Woodlands Ice Rink

Open now through Jan. 21

Hours
Mon.–Thur.: 3–9 p.m. •  Fri.: 3–11 p.m.
Sat.: 10 a.m.–11 p.m. •  Sun.: Noon–7 p.m.

Holiday hours
Dec. 24: 11 a.m.–6 p.m. •  Dec. 25: 2–8 p.m.
Dec. 31: Noon–1 a.m. • Jan. 1: 11 a.m.–9 p.m.

Cost
Monday–Friday
$9.50, $5 for children 5 and under
All prices include $2.50 skate rental 

Saturday, Sunday
$10.50, $6 for children 5 and under 

9606 Six Pines Drive • 281-419-5630
www.thewoodlandsicerink.com
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TOWN CENTER

By Brian Walzel
The Woodlands Development Company, 

The Woodlands Township and The Wood-
lands Road Utility District No. 1 continue 
to initiate projects throughout Town 
Center—the entertainment, shopping and 
dining hub of The Woodlands. The goal 
of the projects is to improve and expand 
pedestrian access while making room for 
future growth.

Last month, WRUD announced that it 
was seeking matching federal grant fund-
ing through the Houston-Galveston Area 
Council for the extension of pedestrian 
pathways along Waterway to Lake Wood-
lands. 

The extension, which would be about 
a 10th of a mile, would allow pedestrians 
to walk the entire one-mile stretch of the 
Waterway along paved pathways. 

“[The goal] is to bring a real active, 
exciting aspect to what’s already a pretty 
dynamic area,” said John Powers, assistant 
general manager for community services 
for The Woodlands Township.

Mike Page, spokesman for the WRUD, 
said H–GAC serves as the conduit through 
which federal grant money is allocated. 

Miles McKinney, director of transporta-
tion for the township, said H–GAC has 

Proposed Waterway improvements include 
extension of pathway, pedestrian bridge

Source: The Woodlands Township

typically provided matching funding for 
pathway construction along the Waterway. 
The township board last month approved a 
resolution in support of the grant applica-
tion, an action that McKinney said could 
improve the project’s chances of receiving 
funding. 

Page, who also serves as the township 
board’s attorney, said neither the WRUD 
nor the township have the money allocated 
for the required 20 percent local match 
for the project. Instead, the WRUD has 
entered into an agreement with The Wood-
lands Development Company to fund the 
20 percent local match, while the remain-
ing 80 percent will be paid for through the 
grant. 

The determination on whether the 
project receives federal grant funding will 
likely come in the spring, he said. 

Meanwhile, The Woodlands Develop-
ment Company and the township are 
moving forward with plans to build a 
pedestrian bridge across Waterway near 
the location of the Waterway fountains.

Robert Heineman, vice president of 
planning for the Development Company, 
said the entire scope of the project includes 
the construction of a permanent stage near 

the fountains, elevated viewing area on the 
south side of  Waterway, improved land-
scaping and permanent vendor booths.

“There would be some seating on the 
south side of the Waterway that faces the 
square and the park, but you will be able 
to view the stage from the upper areas of 
Waterway Square place, as well,” Heine-
man said. “You will be able to view the 
entertainment from either side of Water-
way.”

Waterway Square, which includes 
lighted fountains set to music, and often a 
temporary stage for events, such as the Live 
at Night series, Waterway Nights and holi-
day festivities, has proven to be a popular 
attraction for residents and visitors to The 
Woodlands. 

According to The Woodlands 

Convention and Visitors Bureau, more 
than 10,000 visitors attended these events 
last year.

The project also includes another public 
park to be constructed on the south side 
of Waterway, near the connection of the 
pedestrian bridge. 

“The whole idea is to enhance what is 
there and to make it better,” Heineman 
said.

The pedestrian bridge is a joint project 
between the Development Company and 
the township.

Powers said the township is responsible 
for funding the project, while the Develop-
ment Company is in charge of the design 
and hiring the architect for such projects. 
The cost of the project is about $1.2 mil-
lion, Powers said.

Lake Woodlands Drive

G
ro

ga
n’

s 
M

ill
 R

oa
d

Lake Robbins Road

Timberloch Place

S
ix

 P
in

es
 D

ri
ve

Lake Woodlands 

Pathway extension
The pathway along the 
Waterway would be 
extended about a 10th of 
a mile to connect to Lake 
Woodlands.

Pedestrian bridge
improvements at 
Waterway Square would 
include a pedestrian 
bridge across the Water-
way, with access ramps, 
a new public park and 
viewing areas. 

Woodlands Waterway
proposed enhancements

Proposed Pathway  
Existing Pathway 
Proposed Pedestrian Bridge 



12 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • The Woodlands Edition

$290s

$230s

$260s

$160s

THE FALLS at IMPERIAL OAKS

  The Woodlands Township
2801 Technology Forest Blvd.
The Woodlands
281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Jan. 17, 9 a.m. and Jan. 23, 5 p.m.

  Harris Co. Commissioners 
Court
harris County Administration Building
1001 Preston Avenue, houston
713-755-5113
www.harriscountytx.gov

Jan. 8, 10 a.m.

TOWNShiP AND COUNTY Compiled by Marie Leonard and Brian Walzel

The Woodlands

Meeting dates

Township board adjusts 
meeting format for 2013 

The Woodlands Township Board of 
Directors will undertake a new meet-
ing schedule in 2013, one that divides 
its official business in two days nearly a 
week apart.

Beginning with its meetings in 
January, the board will now meet first 
on typically the third Thursday of the 
month at 9 a.m., during which it will run 
through about half of the agenda. The 
remaining portion of the agenda will be 
addressed five or six days later on the fol-
lowing Wednesday at the board’s 6 p.m. 
meeting.

Karen Dempsey, township manage-
ment analyst, said that during the 
Thursday meetings, the board will typi-
cally address items, such as the consent 
agenda, business briefings, quarterly 

reports from agencies such as the Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau, and receive 
briefings “that are of larger interest to the 
community.”

The Thursday meetings will see the con-
tinuation of deliberation on more signifi-
cant items, during which time the board 
will take action on those items, Dempsey 
said. 

In addition, Dempsey said public com-
ment will only be taken during the first 
meeting. 

The board of directors’ current meet-
ing format follows a similar schedule, 
with workshop meetings held at 7:30 a.m. 
on the third Thursday of the month and 
business meetings held on the following 
Wednesday at 6 p.m.

During the workshop meetings, the 
board discusses in detail each item 
proposed for the business agenda. Those 
meetings sometimes last up to four hours.

Harris County

Harris, Montgomery 
counties delay Hwy. 249 to 
review funding options

A potential memorandum of under-
standing between Harris and Montgom-
ery counties regarding the Hwy. 249 
project was put on hold for two weeks 
Dec. 4, giving commissioners more time 
to review the possible funding mecha-
nism. 

The memorandum of understanding 
would help move the project that spans 
both counties forward at a faster rate 
with an investment from Harris County, 
but would also return the county’s 
money with interest, shortly after 
Montgomery County receives its bond 
funds, said Precinct 4 Commissioner 
Jack Cagle. 

“This is not the final agreement in this 
manner, but it sets the footprint,” he said. 
“It doesn’t do us any good to build a road 
to a border that doesn’t have something 
on the other side to match it.”

Phase one of the project involves the 
portion of the roadway in Harris County 
from Spring Cypress Road to FM 2920 in 
Tomball, while phase two would extend 
from FM 2920 to FM 1774 in Magno-
lia. The cost estimate for both phases is 

about $335 million, according to Harris 
County. 

Harris County took a similar approach 
in 2002 when the Fort Bend Parkway was 
constructed. Harris County loaned $15 
million to Fort Bend County to help move 
the project forward at a faster rate, an 
approach that Cagle said should be seen 
as precedent for the potential Hwy. 249 
memorandum. 

Meanwhile, the use and sale of two 
types of fireworks—missiles with fins 
and skyrockets with sticks—will not be 
allowed in Harris County from Dec. 20–
Jan. 1, per a vote Dec. 4 by commissioners 
court. 

When the drought index reaches a cer-
tain threshold, commissioners court can 
enact different preventions, ranging from 
a burn ban to a ban on fireworks.

“The drought index is about 400 points 
higher than it normally is this time of 
year, and we reached that threshold two 
days ago,” said Mike Montgomery, county 
fire marshal. “This is a precautionary 
measure.”

If the drought index drops below the 
threshold of 575 on a scale of 0–800 with 
800 being the worst, the ban will be auto-
matically rescinded, Montgomery said. 
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in 24 specialty medical fields and 130 sub-
specialties. According to ABMS, 439 doc-
tors in The Woodlands have been certified 
by the ABMS.

At Memorial Hermann The Woodlands, 
Sanders said some of the specialty groups 
include gynecological oncology, a Level3 
neonatal intensive care unit, robotic sur-
gery, colon and rectal surgery, and vascular, 
thoracic and chest surgical abilities.

“There is also tremendous growth in 
neuroscience, neurosurgery and neurol-
ogy,” Sanders said.

Specialty health care amenities are not 
just available at The Woodlands’ two major 
hospitals. Tom Pisula, owner of Pisa Devel-
opment, which specializes in developing 
medical offices and facilities throughout 
The Woodlands and South Montgom-
ery County, said some of his companies’ 
upcoming developments include ortho-
pedic surgery centers, ambulatory surgery 
centers and cancer treatment facilities. 

Pisula said many of these types of treat-
ments were previously only available at the 
Medical Center.

“I think there is still a perception that 
the Medical Center has better or more 
advanced service, more research,” he said. 
“But now maybe 90 percent [of residents] 
can stay in The Woodlands [for their health 
care], as opposed to 50 percent before.”

Supporting population
Health care leaders attribute the develop-

ment of specialty amenities to The Wood-
lands’ growing population and the ability of 
that population to support providers.

“You have to have a critical mass of pop-
ulation,” Sanders said. “Secondly, you have 
to have some balanced demographics. You 
have to have a decent base of insured [resi-
dents], Medicaid and Medicare. Next, you 
need the physicians who can perform these 
specialized services.”

The Woodlands, he said, has each of 
those requirements in place. Fife said a 
shift is occurring in the Houston area in the 
way doctors operate their practices.

“Many of these individuals who provide 
subspecialty care realized that the com-
munities they were traveling from could 
support their subspecialty,” Fife said. “You 
get referrals from specialists, and [doc-
tors] end up with a very specific group of 
patients. As a result, it is often difficult to 
keep a practice going, except in a big met-
ropolitan area. That’s not true anymore in 
The Woodlands.”

As a result, doctors have begun migrat-
ing their practices where they are most 
likely to be used, she said. 

“Patients don’t live in the Medical Cen-
ter,” Fife said. “They live in Cinco Ranch, 
Kingwood, The Woodlands. Physicians 
and hospitals are realizing they are better 
off being where the patients are.”

Woodlands neurologist Dr. Kevin Gaff-
ney has expanded his practice to include 
stroke care and surgical services as the 

population has grown.
“Our options have expanded,” he said. 

“The scope of things is turning.”
Pisula Development has about 18 medi-

cal office and health care facilities through-
out South Montgomery County and The 
Woodlands, with more on the way. 

“The Woodlands has gone from 30,000 
to 100,000,” Pisula said. “The medical prac-
tices are just now catching up with it.”

Future opportunities
With The Woodlands population on the 

brink of eclipsing the 100,000 mark, and 
with population numbers in the region 
expected to rapidly escalate in the coming 
years, specialty health care amenities are 
expected to continue  to grow.

“Two things will happen,” Sanders said. 
“As physicians move into the community, 
they will put pressure on us to provide 
a higher level of care. They are going to 

want us to develop programs around their 
expertise. Also, the community itself will 
demand more services, and we’ll have to 
respond to those.”

Some of the areas that Sanders said he 
sees as growth opportunities in the local 
health care industry include neurosci-
ence and oncology. Fife said dhe expects 
increased amenities for the area’s aging 
population, such as Alzheimer’s care and 
assisted living facilities. The Woodlands, 
she said, is one of the few communities that 
can support such amenities.

“Physicians thought the only place their 
subspecialties could survive was the Medi-
cal Center and that’s not true anymore,” she 
said. “I don’t know if that scenario is true 
anywhere else. I’m not really sure that this 
story would be true in any other city.” 

Health Care
Continued from | 1
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 Ancillary service facility growth in The Woodlands

Lake Woodlands Dr.

Sawdust Rd.

Location: 4525 Research Forest Drive
Optimum Emergency Room opened Nov. 
1 at 4524 Research Forest Drive. The 
facility staffs board-certified emergency 
doctors and staff and offers a full range 
of medical emergency services, includ-
ing X-rays, CAT scans, lab work and 
ultrasounds.

The Woodlands

Optimum Emergency

St. Luke’s Medical Arts Center

The growth of medical specialty practices in The Wood-
lands, as well as the community’s continued population 
growth, has led to the development of more medical 
facilities. This graphic shows some of the medical offices 
and facilities either under construction or in the works.
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CHAMPIONS SCHOOL OF
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DEVELOPMENT

Etiquette in the Workplace

Social Side of Business

Communication Etiquette

Organizational Skills

Dining Etiquette

Powerful First Impressions

Interviewing Skills

Public Speaking Like a Pro

If a career in Real Estate, Loan 
Originator, Inspection or Appraisal 
interests you, give us a call or go to 
ChampionsSchool.com and learn more 
about becoming a licensed professional. 

Classroom | Correspondence | Online

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL  
OF REAL ESTATE®

ChampionsSchool.com
TREC #0005 Open to the Public

Call a Campus Today!
Houston Galleria
713-629-4543

Houston North 
281-893-4484

Houston West
281-496-7386

Register Now: 888-335-6767
www.TheChampionsProfessional.com

Grow Professionally 
with Champions

Location: St. Luke’s Campus at 
College Park Drive & St. Luke’s Way 
St. Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital 
has opened a 100,000-square-
foot medical office building 
that includes St. Luke’s Sports 
Performance Medicine. Also in the 
new medical office building is St. 
Luke’s Wound Care Center, which 
opened in October.

College Park Medical Plaza

Location: 3117 College Park 
Drive
Developed by D’Agostino 
Companies, the 
30,000-square-foot College 
Park Medical Plaza is under 
construction at 3117 College 
Park Drive. The two-story 
Class A building will house 
medical offices.

St. Luke’s The Woodlands hospital 
Expansion

Location: College Park Drive at St. Luke’s Way 
A comprehensive campus expansion is un-
derway at St. Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital. 
A new patient care floor, bringing the total 
rooms to 184, and a new parking garage are 
now open. Two more patient care floors are 
being constructed to add another 60 rooms.  
These will be opened in phases beginning 
in 2013. The main entry is also being reno-
vated with completion slated for January.

Kuykendahl Professional Plaza i & ii

Location: Northwest corner of Flintridge Dr.
Pisula Development is developing a 
70,000-square-foot medical office 
two-building complex just south of Indian 
Springs Village Center. The buildings will 
cater to medical and general office users. 
The first building is completed and 100 
percent leased. Construction is underway 
for the second building, with occupancy 
planned for mid-2013.
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College Park Dr.

Independent Living 

Personalized Assisted Living

Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care 

2323 Lake Robbins Dr., The Woodlands, TX 77380

Facility Number: 104849

www.brookdaleliving.com

www.villagewoodlands.com

Home maintenance, landscaping, utility bills, rising prices for food and fuel:                 

Don’t let the burdens of uncertain times turn your life upside down. Make the move to 

The Village at The Woodlands Waterway now and you will find peace of mind today, 

tomorrow and always.     

At The Village at The Woodlands Waterway, you can do everything you want while we 

take care of everything you need: maintenance, landscaping , cooking, local transportation 

and more. You will even have access to various levels of care, should services ever be required. 

And it can all be yours now at The Village at The Woodlands Waterway.

Call (281) 292-4600 today to sChedule your personal visit. 
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Peace of Mind in Uncertain TimesPeace, 
Love, 
Herbs ...

Oil Diffusers • Meditation tools: CD’s, Books, Singing bowls
Stones and crystals • Geodes • Incense Holders - Wide variety of incense 
fragrances • Religious art • Natural stone and silver jewelry • Salt lamps 

Pendulums and Pendulum mats • Smudges
Essential Oils • Flower extract Oils • Blessing Oils

 Pure Green Coffee Bean Extract • 7 Keto • Strawberry Ketones
Saffron • Relora • Forskolin • Herbal supplements

Wide selection of organic teas
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Research Forest

8021 Research Forest Dr., Ste. C1 | The Woodlands, 77382

281-419-8500
www.peaceloveherbs.com
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IMPROVE MY GOLF GAME • DEVELOP FRIENDSHIPS  

 

SPEND QUALITY TIME WITH FAMILY • GET IN SHAPE

 

Call 866.567.0231 for more information or for a tour of the clubs.
Offer valid until 12/31/12. Information subject to change.

W W W. C A N O N G AT E T E X A S . C O M

No matter what your resolution is for 2013, a membership to  
Canongate Golf Clubs is all you need to make it happen!

Join now for $600 and receive the Canongate 
all-access booklet valued at over $300!
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include 314 units by developer 
Dinerstein Corp. and Landmark of 
Magnolia on FM 1488. In nearby 
Springwoods Village, plans to con-
struct a four-story complex to be 
known as the Belvedere are under 
way. Such projects are set to be 
completed about the time the Exx-
onMobil campus comes online, 
though local Realtors say there is 
plenty of demand already. 

“It’s more than just ExxonMo-
bil,”  said Ryan Epstein, first vice 
president of CB Richard Ellis’ mul-
tifamily housing practice. “It’s all 
the ancillary companies that want 
to be near there. I sold a project 
up there a few years ago, and rents 
have moved 20 cents a square foot 
just in that time. Occupancy is 
high, rents are moving and not a 
single Exxon employee has even 
showed up yet.” 

A renter’s economy
Economic factors lead many 

to rent who may have purchased 
before the housing bust. Many 
newcomers to The Woodlands, in 
fact, qualify 
for loans but 
do not have 
the 40 per-
cent required 
for a down 
payment, Epstein said. This has 
not only moved many into the 
renting realm, but also created a 
population of high income renters. 

“They can afford a bigger apart-
ment, a high-rise or luxury prod-
uct,” he said. “Another part of it, 
specifically in The Woodlands, is 
that it’s a landing path. If some-
one relocates here, they are not 
going to just buy a home right 
away. They may want to figure out 
exactly where they want to be, or 
they need to be somewhere for 18 
months or so while they are build-
ing a home.” 

An increase in demand, as the 
market dictates, means higher 
rates. Over the past 12 months, 
rental rates in The Woodlands 
have jumped 8.6 percent—a sig-
nificant increase, said Bruce 
McClenny, president of Apart-
ment Data Services Inc. 

“The story in The Woodlands, 
economically speaking, is fabu-
lous,” McClenny said. “That sub-
market had three properties come 
online this year, and those leased 
up very quickly—and we are talk-
ing about 1,000-unit properties.” 

Apartment occupancy rates in 
The Woodlands market are now 
at about 93.6 percent, according 
to Interfaith of The Woodlands, 
which compiles such data. 

“People are coming here, and 
most choose to be renters first,” 
McClenny said. “When more peo-
ple want to rent and availability is 
small, it’s time to raise the rents, 
and people are accepting it.” 

Although the demand for rentals 
appears to be increasing because of 
economic conditions, The Wood-
lands’ response to that demand 
will not deviate from the com-
munity’s master plan the devel-

opment is 
known for, 
real estate 
experts say. 

“ W h e n 
you have 

a controlled market like The 
Woodlands, demand is very high,” 
Epstein said. 

 Multifamily living
The master plan for The Wood-

lands includes more multifam-
ily housing in Town Center, the 
Village of Creekside Park and in 
the proposed 66-acre mixed use 
development of Hughes Land-
ing, according to The Woodlands 
Development Company.

A 40-story luxury condomin-
ium building  is also planned for 
Town Center near The Woodlands 

Waterway. The high-end units aim 
to fill the need of a specific seg-
ment of the area’s population, such 
as empty nesters and young pro-
fessionals. 

“Town Center was always 
planned to be more urban, with 
higher density residences than the 
villages in The Woodlands,” said 
Susan Vreeland-Wendt, spokes-
woman for The Woodlands Devel-
opment Company. 

Meanwhile, the basic demo-
graphics of The Woodlands have 
not changed significantly, she said. 

“The average number of per-
sons per household is 2.65, which 
has been relatively unchanged for 
the past five years,” she said. “Cur-
rently, 41.1 percent of households 
have children under the age of 17. 
Five years ago, that number was 
43.5 percent.” 

According to a report conducted 
by Interfaith, households with 
adults aged 55 and up increased 
from 11.9 percent in 1998 to 25.8 
percent in 2008. 

The ultimate projection for 
the numbers of apartments and 

assisted living homes in The 
Woodlands is 11,080, Vreeland-
Wendt said. That number stands 
at 7,500 today. A little under half 
of the projected attached homes, 
or 3,690, exist today. 

Renting trends
The building boom in apart-

ments and higher interest in 
rentals does not necessarily 
mean the percentage of The 
Woodlands’ owner occupied 
dwellings is decreasing. 

The 2010 Census showed 
about 22 percent of renter-occu-
pied dwellings in 2010, com-
pared to about 20 percent in the 
2000 data. 

These are numbers do not rep-
resent solely apartment dwellers. 
A large number of families—
many of them newcomers—are 
choosing to rent single family 
homes. Thus, the search of a 
rental home, especially during 
summer months, has become a 
daunting task,  local Realtors say. 

“This year, I’ve done more 
leases than I have in any previous 

Renting
Continued from | 1

Source: The Woodlands Development Company

While The Woodlands is the most successful community in Texas in home sales, the number of 
residents choosing to rent rather than purchase is escalating. Since 2000, the number of renter-
occupied dwellings within a five-mile radius of The Woodlands Town Center has nearly doubled. 
 
This graphic shows how those numbers have increased over the years, and what a future projec-
tion could hold.
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year,” said Woodlands-based Real-
tor Bill Phillips of Martha Turner 
Properties. 

Like other agents in the area, 
Phillips works on many reloca-
tions. But unlike years past, many 
corporate relocation packages do 
not allow them to purchase homes 
until their existing homes sell else-
where. Meanwhile, many new-
comers still want a two-car garage 
and three bedrooms within the 
same school district where they 
eventually plan to purchase. 

The lack of available rental 
homes in The Woodlands during 
the summer—when families are 
pressed to get settled before school 
begins—was surprising, he said. 

“Leases were getting snatched 
up right and left,” Phillips said. 
“There would be days where you 
show a dozen lease properties, and 
by the time you get back to the 
office, only two or three are still 
available. It was just very active 
with multiple offers.”

RENTiNG iN THE WOODLANDS
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“People are coming here, and most 
choose to be renters first,” 

— Bruce McLenny, 
President, Apartment Data Services
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Spring-Klein
OB / GYN

4002 Louetta Road •  Spring, TX 77388 • 281-444-1770 
Book Your Appointment Online @ houstondocappts.com

Our mission is 
to provide 
premier 

OB/GYN care 
in a soothing, 
patient focused 
environment 

Dr. Jaishree Ellis & 
Dr. Faunda Campbell

START HERE. GROW HERE.
The Greater Houston Partnership (GHP) 
can help YOUR business grow.

- Confi dential real estate/business facilities searches

- Assisting in evaluating and applying for incentives

- Facilitating workforce training and recruitment

- Providing data on key business factors

- Advocating for local and state issues

- Facilitating the permitting process

- Providing key introductions to strategic partners

- Providing information on networking and 

   business events

- Collaborating on public relations matters

For more information about how we can help your business be successful in the 
Houston region and around the world, contact Chad Carson @ 713-844-3614 today!

Visit our website to see Houston business success stories.
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such as Allen Fletcher, R–Tom-
ball, and Debbie Riddle, R–Hous-
ton, said they believe the cost of 
expanding Medicaid cannot be 
sustained at a state level.

“Even though the federal gov-
ernment pays the cost early on, 
the expansion still ends up put-
ting a serious strain on the state 
budget over time,” Fletcher said. 

In Harris County, 23 percent 
of the population is uninsured, 
according to the Center for Public 
Policy Priorities. In Montgomery 
County, 19 percent is uninsured. 
CPPP projects the expansion to 
lower those rates to 14 percent 
and 9 percent respectively.

Medicaid changes
Medicaid is an entitlement pro-

gram meant to help low income 
individuals and families pay for 
health care. As of now, 61 percent 
of funding comes from the fed-
eral government and 39 percent 
comes from states.

The ACA lowers requirements 
for someone to qualify for Medic-
aid; once the law goes into effect, 
everyone with an income less 
than 133 percent of the federal 
poverty level will qualify. 

Medicaid
Continued from | 1

The costs of the Medicaid 
expansion through the Affordable 
Care Act are covered entirely by 
the federal government through 
the first three years. 

State governments start paying 
a five percent share of the price in 
2017, which increases to 10 per-
cent by 2020.

From 2013–22, the Kaiser 
Family Foundation estimates the 
Medicaid expansion would cost 
the federal government around 
$78 billion, while Texas would 
end up paying around $10 billion.

Local impact
Because money to fund the 

Medicaid expansion would even-
tually start coming from state 
budgets, it is essentially funded 
by taxpayers. However, individu-
als are not expected to shoulder 
any of the actual costs related to 
the program. Joanne Ducharme, 
executive director with the Mont-
gomery County Community 
Development Department, said 
the full impact of such a wide-
scale expansion on premium 
costs remains to be seen.

“The theory is that more healthy 
people will be signing on and that 
it’s not going to have that big of an 
impact,” she said. “But generally, 
very low income people are not as 

healthy for a number of reasons, 
such as lack of nutritional educa-
tion or just the environment that 
they live in.”

The Medicaid expansion is not 
likely to have a huge impact on 
the number of patients hospitals 
have to treat, said Olivia Dear, 
executive director with the Harris 
County Healthcare Alliance.

“People are going to the hospi-
tal whether they are covered or 
not,” she said. “It’s just how the 
hospital is compensated that is 
going to change.” 

As previously uninsured people 
enroll on Medicaid, practices that 
accept Medicaid could grow, Dear 
said. Physicians are compensated 
more for treating patients on 
Medicaid than for treating the 
uninsured.

Dear said the Healthcare Alli-
ance does not support or reject 
the proposed Medicaid expan-
sion, but it is prepared to help no 
matter what the outcome is.

Nancy Wood, administrator 
with Park Manor—a Medicaid-
funded nursing home in Tomball, 
said the state’s Medicaid program 
is already underfunded.

“The reimbursement rate we 
receive does not equal what the 
state says it should be paying,” 
she said. “If we aren’t properly 

compensated, more people apply-
ing for Medicaid would just 
expand the debt we’re absorbing.”

What happens next
Perry is one of several state 

governors who plans to reject 
the Medicaid money from the 
federal government through the 
Affordable Care Act. Governors 
in South Carolina, Louisiana, 
Florida and Mississippi have 
made similar claims.

Leading into the 2013 state leg-
islative session, representatives 
have been working to figure out 
what the best course of action is 
for Texas moving forward.

Fletcher said one alternative 
that will be considered involves 

Texas setting up its own exchange 
operated within the state.

“The intricacies still have to be 
worked out, but I am of the opin-
ion that Texas should do its own 
exchange,” he said. “I think my 
constituents agree that our bud-
get should not be dictated by this 
bill.”

By rejecting the plan, Texas does 
not lose any of the money it already 
receives from the federal govern-
ment for Medicaid. The additional 
money from the ACA would go to 
other states in need.

Medicaid BEFORE & AFTER

• Eligible applicants must be either pregnant, a parent of a child 
under 19, disabled or over 65, in addition to low income

• Childless adults rarely qualify
• Doctors make around 40 cents per dollar treating patients
• Benchmark plan covers basic health services, substance 

abuse, disease management and transportation

There are several notable ways the Affordable Care Act would change 
who can enroll in Medicaid and what benefits they would receive.

• All individuals making below $14,856 annually can qualify
• Adults below a certain income can qualify even if they are childless
• Prescription drugs are more affordable with certain plans
• Doctors expected to make closer to 60 cents per dollar when 

treating patients through Medicaid thanks to federal help
• Benchmark plans include family planning and mental health services
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Source:  medicaid.gov
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Family Medicine/Primary Care

Sabari L. Sundarraj, MD

St. Luke’S  WoodLandS doctor group

Sunshine Primary Care

For more information, call 936-266-4440 or visit StLukesWoodlandsDoctorGroup.com

33300 Egypt Lane, Building A, Suite 400 • Magnolia, TX 77354

generated at BeQRious.com

� In-house labs and EKGs

� Annual physicals

� School/sport/camp physicals

� Vaccinations/minor procedures

� Well-woman/newborn exams

� Endometrial biopsies

� Menopause, diabetes, thyroid and high blood 

pressure treatments

Board-certified in family medicine, Dr. Sundarraj opened her private practice in 2007 to provide healthcare 

for the entire family. For her positive disposition and exceptional care, she is known as “Dr. Sunshine” and 

the “Doctor for ALL Ages” by her patients. With evening and Saturday appointments available and most 

insurance plans accepted, St. Luke’s Sunshine Primary Care provides:
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Imran Fayaz MD MSc FRCSC FACS P.A.
Neurological Surgery

Diplomate 
American Board of Neurological Surgery
Fellow 
American College of Surgeons
Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada

www.fayazneurosurgery.com

For an appointment or 

additional information:

1111 Medical Plaza Drive, Suite 200
The Woodlands, Texas 77380

Office: 281-880-0700
Fax: 281-419-9997
Answering Service: 281-444-9912
Email: info@fayazneurosurgery.com

Graphic Design - Rebeca Eigen, Esprit Communications.net

QUALITY CARE …CLOSE TO HOME
General microneurosurgery

Minimally invasive brain and spine surgery

Neck pain, back pain, disc herniation, spinal stenosis

Spinal artificial disc, total disc replacement and arthroplasty

Brain tumors, pituitary tumors, hydrocephalus and neuroendoscopy

Fusion and instrumentation of the cervical, thoracic and lumbar spine

Surgical management of degenerative, neoplastic and traumatic disorders of the spine

Dr. Fayaz invites you to review his patients’ comments regarding his superior level 
of care on independent websites such as DoctorsDig.com, Healthgrades.com,
RateMDs.com and Vitals.com.
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When you or a loved one needs neurosurgical 
care, having a skilled, respected and experienced 
surgeon in your own hometown is vital. Since 
most brain and spine conditions involve multiple 
visits and require a continuity of care, you’ll be 
glad to know Dr. Imran Fayaz is here for you. 

A private practice physician, Dr. Fayaz’s office 
is conveniently located across from Memorial 
Hermann Hospital in The Woodlands. “Being 
able to provide care to my patients in an environ-
ment where they’re near loved ones and have 
support is especially important when dealing 
with the acuity and seriousness of neurosurgical 
disorders,” Fayaz said. “I feel very blessed to be 
where I am.”

Dr. Fayaz’s patients include those suffering 
from brain diseases—such as stroke, tumor or 
trauma—and spinal ail ments—both acute and 
chronic, such as neck and back pain. “Surgery 
is just one element of my practice,” he said. “It 
starts with making the proper diagnosis, then 
determining the best course of treatment—non-
surgical or surgical, including pain management 
and/or the necessary therapy program to return 

patients to both an independent and productive lifestyle.”
Because of the many advancements in the field of neurosciences, diagnostic 

tests such as CT and MRI scans help make early detection possible, whereas 
procedures and treatments have increasingly become less or minimally invasive. 
All this translates to helping you or someone you love achieve the best possible 
outcome if a neurological disease or disorder were to strike.

Dr. Fayaz invites you to review his patients’ comments regarding his superior 
level of care on independent websites such as DoctorsDig.com, Healthgrades.
com, RateMDs.com and Vitals.com, or his website at FayazNeurosurgery.com.

sponsors

When you have a medical emergency, min-
utes can be critical. Fortunately, Texas Emer-
gency Care Center provides the highest stand-
ard of emergency medicine, and is just around 
the corner. The specialists at Texas Emergency 
Care Center provide patients personalized care 
in a state-of-the-art, licensed, free-standing 
emergency medical facility. All our physicians 
are board certified or board eligible in emer-
gency medicine, and whether you have a bro-
ken bone, head injury, laceration, chest pain or 
stroke symptoms, the emergency trained staff 
at Texas Emergency Care Center can treat any 
medical emergency a hospital-based ER can. 
And, at our ERs, wait times average less than 
20 minutes.

 We are proud of our team and their achieve-
ments. From our nominations and awards 
from the Houston Chronicle’s Top Workplaces 
in 2011 and 2012, distinction from the Cy-Fair 
Chamber of Commerce as Business of the Year 

(business with greater than 50 employees), and our recent recognition as 
recipient of the Lone Star College System’s Small Business of the Year award, 
the staff at Texas Emergency Care Center not only delivers the highest level 
of emergency care to our patients, but is also actively involved in making our 
community great.

 Texas Emergency Care Center has locations conveniently located in 
Cypress, Pearland and Atascocita. We are committed to delivering compre-
hensive emergency medical services in a comfortable environment with little 
to no wait time. Our locations are open 24 hours a day,  7 days a week, 365 
days a year - including holidays. Any medical emergency, day or night, ready 
or not...we are.

 For more information visit www.txercare.com.

Texas Emergency Care Center The Brain and Spine Institute of North Houston

Rhonda Sandel
CEO

Imran Fayaz
MD MSc FRCSC FACS P.A.

Internal & Family Medicine    |    Dermatology    |    Rheumatology    |    Radiology    |    Imaging    |    Laboratory

Compassionate

Care

Cypress Station Area 
800 Peakwood Dr., Suite 4

Houston, TX  77090
(near Houston NW Medical Center) 

The Woodlands/Conroe
17521 St. Luke’s Way, Suite 190

The Woodlands (Conroe), TX  77384

The Medical Center 
2010 Naomi Street, Suite A

Houston, TX  77054
(near Texas Medical Center)

Accepting most major insurance plans

Call today to schedule an appointment – 281.440.5300 or 866.333.6932    •    Visit us online at www.nwdc.com

Welcome to Northwest Diagnostic Clinic...35 Years Strong!
The founding partners of Northwest Diagnostic Clinic have been 
caring for the families of Houston and The Woodlands since 1975. 
With clinics on Cypress Station Drive in the FM 1960 area, 
The Woodlands and The Texas Medical Center, NWDC physicians 
are conveniently located close to your home or work.

All of our physicians are (or will be) board certifi ed in their specialties 
by the American Board of Medical Specialties. They are all highly-
qualifi ed diagnosticians who can work with you to optimize your 
health and well-being.

We also have a well-trained staff of nurses, medical assistants, 
laboratory and administrative personnel who are ready to assist 
you in any way possible.

PRIMARY CARE
Hardeep “Debbie” Bal, D.O., CCD
Veronica Bugenhagen, M.D.
William H. Couch, M.D.
Stephen D. Fillman, M.D., FACP 
William A. Fridley, M.D.
Denis L. Galindo, M.D., CCD
Abbas Jafri, M.D.
James M. Krause, M.D.
Dave E. McNeill III, M.D.
Donald W. Strickland, M.D., CCD
Shilpa K. Vaidya, M.D.
Adriana H. Wechsler, M.D. 
Amie Sun-Wright, M.D., PhD 
Todd J. Youngblood, M.D.

OUR PHYSCIANS
DERMATOLOGY
Neil Farnsworth, M.D.
Tri Nguyen, M.D., FAAD, FACMS, FACPh

GENERAL SURGERY
Wm. Kent Johnson, M.D., FACS

RHEUMATOLOGY
Joan Appleyard, M.D.
Emily Hung, M.D.
Gwendoline Menga, D.O.
Carmen Perez-Masuelli, M.D., FACP
Leslie Wilson, M.D., CCD

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Naveen Ramineni, M.D.
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contentsPUBLISHERS NOTE
With the national health care law being 

fully realized over the next couple of years, 
millions more people will have access to 
health care than do today. The need for doc-
tors to have ready access to patient infor-
mation to meet this demand and continue 
providing quality health care while short-
ening patient’s length of stay is becoming 
more and more vital. Many of our local hos-

pitals have gotten a jumpstart on this demand by using technology 
through iPads and iPhones. 

When it’s time to choose a new doctor, the large amount of 
doctors to choose from can seem overwhelming. Through this 
year’s health care directory, we’ve tried to simplify your search 
while updating you on the latest health care news specific to your 
community.

What you will find throughout the following pages are not only 
health care-focused stories, but also contact information for fam-
ily practice and internal medicine, OB/GYNs, and pediatricians 
for your area, along with detailed locator maps. For some, it is 
important to have a doctor near home, and for others, the priority 
is convenience to the office. I hope this directory helps you in your 
search for the right doctor for you and your family.

23  Regional health care news

24  Technology improves patient care

Jason Culpepper
jculpepper@impactnews.com

Any type of emergency, day or night. Ready or not…we are.

Accredited by the Joint Commission of 

Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations 

for our commitment to excellence.

!" Open 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year 

!" Physicians Board Certified or Board Eligible in Emergency Medicine

!" Licensed, free-standing emergency medical care facility

Emergency Room 
  Standard           

   Set

The New

has been txercare.com

CYPRESS

17255 Spring Cypress Road, Suite A 

Spring Cypress at Skinner Road

281-304-9113

PEARLAND

3115 Dixie Farm Road, Suite 107

FM 518 at Dixie Farm Road

281-648-9113

ATASCOCITA

19143 W. Lake Houston Parkway

W. Lake Houston Pkwy at FM 1960

281-540-9113
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By Brian Wazel
Memorial hermann The Woodlands 

hospital, along with six other Memorial 
hermann hospitals and health care facili-
ties, has been named by healthgrades as 
one of America’s top hospitals across a 
range of procedures and diagnoses. 

healthgrades is an independent source 
of physician information and hospital 
quality ratings. its publication, American 
hospital Quality Outcomes 2013: health-
grades Report to the Nation, evaluates 
the performance of approximately 4,500 
hospitals nationwide across nearly 30 
procedures and conditions.

According to the report, Memorial 

hermann The Woodlands hospital has 
ranked among the top 5 percent of hospi-
tals in the nation for the past seven years 
in overall Gi services and general surgery. 
in addition, the hospital is ranked among 
the top 10 percent in stroke treatment, 
overall pulmonary services, Gi medical 
treatment, critical care, neurosciences 
and overall orthopedic services. 

For its analysis, healthgrades evalu-
ated approximately 40 million Medicare 
hospitalization records for services per-
formed from 2009 through 2011 at ap-
proximately 4,500 short-term, acute care 
hospitals nationwide.

By Brian Wazel 
in October, St. Luke’s The Woodlands 

hospital opened the first hospital-based 
wound care clinic in the South Montgomery 
County/North harris County area. 

The state-of-the-art outpatient wound 
care clinic treats a variety of wounds, includ-
ing diabetic foot ulcers, pressure ulcers, ve-
nous leg ulcers, arterial ulcers, neuropathic 
ulcers, surgical and trauma wounds and 
other non-healing wounds. 

The clinic is in the Medical Arts Center 
iii building at 17450 St. Luke’s Way and is 
staffed by board-certified specialists to treat 
a variety of injuries. The wound care clinic 
features the technologically advanced hy-

perbaric oxygen therapy chamber treat-
ment. The chamber aids in the healing pro-
cess by delivering high-pressure oxygen to 
diseased or damaged tissues caused by 
diabetes, poor circulation, necrotizing infec-
tions or radiation tissue damage.

“With the opening of St. Luke’s The Wood-
lands hospital Wound Care Clinic on the hos-
pital campus, patients with chronic wound 
conditions now have access to advanced 
wound healing treatment conveniently locat-
ed within their community,” said Dr. Caroline 
Fife, the clinic’s medical director. 

 For more information about the 
clinic, call 936-266-2150 or visit  
www.stlukesthewoodlands.com

Memorial Hermann named top hospital St. Luke’s introduces wound care clinic

News briefs | The Woodlands

Memorial Hermann The Woodlands Hospital has been named one of the top hospitals in the nation by Healthgrades. St. Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital features the area’s first wound care clinic, which features a hyperbaric oxygen therapy chamber. 
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StLukesWoodlandsDoctorGroup.com

Pictured from left to right:  
Sara Gibson, MD, Michael Briscoe, MD, 

Clay Fisher, MD, Terri Scott, MD,  
Ferenc Markos, MD, Nancy Bass, MD, 

and John Williams, DO

Introducing  
St. Luke’s 
Woodlands  

Doctor Group

Family Practice
Sabari Sundarraj, MD  
33300 Egypt Lane 
Suite A400  
Magnolia, TX 77354 
936-266-4440

Obstetrics &  
Gynecology
Nancy Bass, MD 
John Williams, DO
17198 St. Luke’s Way 
Suite 400 
The Woodlands, TX 77384 
936-266-2640

Obstetrics &  
Gynecology
Sara Gibson, MD 
Ferenc Markos, MD  
Johnny Peet, MD 
Terri Scott, MD  
17198 St. Luke’s Way 
Suite 440  
The Woodlands, TX 77384 
936-266-2500

Orthopedic Surgery 
Clay Fisher, MD 
17350 St. Luke’s Way 
Suite 370  
The Woodlands, TX 77384 
936-266-2650

Otolaryngology (ENT) 
Michael Briscoe, MD 
17350 St. Luke’s Way 
Suite 370  
The Woodlands, TX 77384 
936-266-2630
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News

By Carrie Thornton
Several local hospitals are capital-

izing on emerging mobile technology 
to increase efficiency in caring for and 
monitoring patients. Mobile practices, 
such as viewing patient records and lab 
results on iPads, are saving physicians 
time and changing how doctors share 
information.

The term mobile health, or mHealth, 
refers to the use of mobile telecommu-
nication and multimedia technologies 
as they relate to the delivery of health 
care, according to the Healthcare 
Informational Management Systems 
Society. As consumers move toward 
mobile-driven interaction and com-
munication, hospitals are learning how 
to use remote devices and software to 
their advantage.

“Emerging mobile technologies are 
allowing physicians unprecedented 
access to their patients’ information,” 

Hospitals use mobile technology for better patient care
said Dr. Brian Harkins, who practices 
general surgery at Tomball Regional 
Hospital. “This allows improvement in 
decision-making processes based on 
more accurate information in addition 
to immediate crosschecks of medica-
tions and other patient conditions, 
which the physician may not otherwise 
have readily available.”

Mobile monitoring
At Tomball Regional Hospital, 

hospital staff uses the Clinical Xpert 
Navigator application, which provides 
remote resources, said marketing direc-
tor Abbey Lee. 

It is a secured portable Electronic 
Medical Record that delivers critical 
information to medical professionals 
at the point of care. Doctors get direct 
access to the latest updates on their 
patients wherever they are via the doc-
tors’ mobile devices or smart phones.

Xpert Navigator provides real-
time patient information, improving 
clinical workflow and efficiency. As an 
effect, medical errors decrease and the 
patient’s length of stay shortens.

“[Physicians] can monitor their 
hospital patients during the day while 
they are at their offices and follow-up 
on tests or call in orders if needed,” 
lead hospitalist Dr. H. David Wills said. 
“All of this connectivity empowers a 
patient’s medical team to more effec-
tively work together to provide the best 
possible care.”

From an iPhone or iPad, doctors at 
TRH can log onto a hospital computer 
through a secure network to view lab or 
radiology results in real time, as if look-
ing at a computer screen from within 
the building.  

Staying connected 
In The Woodlands, St. Luke’s 

Hospital has incorporated telemetry 
into every medical and surgical room, 
which allow hospital staff to electroni-
cally monitor patients. 

As they move throughout the hos-
pital, patients’ vitals can be viewed in 
a secure room as data is transmitted 
from a small device the patient wears.

The hospital’s recently added West 
Tower fourth floor features the newest 
renditions of telemetry, where doc-
tors can examine a patient’s vital 
statistics on a mobile device, said Peg 
Reiter, Ph.D., chief nursing officer and 
assistant vice president of St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Health System. Simply put, 
telemetry describes any data or infor-
mation transmitted to a remote source.

“Through telemetry, our monitoring 
technicians are able to instantly com-
municate with health care providers 
through our technologically advanced 
Wireless Access Room regarding our 
patients’ vital statistics, which enhances 
the care provided by our clinical staff,” 
Reiter said. 

Aside from using telemetry in basic 
patient care, St. Luke’s and Methodist 
Willowbrook Hospital use AirStrip 
mobile smart phone technology. It 
allows obstetricians and nurses to 
see fetal heart rate information in 
real time through wireless devices, 
Reiter said. Doctors can monitor the 
data from their phones, similar to an 
iPhone photo-sharing app.

Director of Family Centered Care 
at MWH Jodie Turner said AirStrip 
technology serves as a safety mecha-
nism for mothers. Reading fetal strips 
with heart rate information can be 
challenging because the information 
can be interpreted different ways. 
Allowing physicians to view the strip 
on their mobile devices and connect 
with nurses instantly allows for better 
communication, she said.

“I think it is an absolute neces-
sity, which allows us to keep run-
ning an efficient [office],” said Dr. 
Latricia Thompson, MWH OB/GYN. 
“It increases the timeliness of our 
response.”

Peg Reiter, Ph.D., chief nursing officer and assistant vice president of St. Luke’s Episcopal Health System, left, reviews patients’ vitals in the telemetry room in St. Luke’s Hospital The Woodlands. The entire hospital is wired, 
allowing data to be transmitted through a small device that each paitent wears, which can monitor their heart rate from any room or hallway in the complex. 
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FREE Teeth Whitening For Life!
CALL TODAY! 281-419-2327 (BEAR)

Serving Over 21 Years in Spring

Wesley J. Urich, DDS, AAACDKelly M. LeBlanc, DDS

News

By Marie Leonard
As the population of older 

adults in Harris and Mont-
gomery counties increases, 
so will the needed services, 
ranging from transportation 
to physical fitness to medical 
resources. 

In 2010, more than 700,000 
adults over age 55 were living 
in Harris County, up from less 
than 500,000 a decade ago. In 
Montgomery County, more 
than 100,000 people over age 
55 were county residents, com-
pared to about 50,000 in 2000, 
according to U.S. Ccensus 
Bureau data. 

“What we’ve seen with 
demographics is that seniors 
are moving from the rural 
areas back to the metro areas 
to be closer to health facilities,” 
said Deborah Moore, bureau 
chief of aging, disability and 
family services for the Hous-
ton Department of Health 
and Human Services. “As they 
need additional help, they’re 
moving back to the larger city 
to be close to resources that 
allow them to get it.”

Transportation 
The need for increased 

transportation will continue 
to become a bigger issue as 
the senior population keeps 
growing, said Barbara Lowrie, 
director of The Friendship 
Center in The Woodlands, 
which offers a wide variety of 
services to senior citizens. 

“So many of the seniors are 
unable to drive now, and they 
don’t have family here or their 
children are working and can’t 
provide the transportation 
services they need,” she said. 

Organizations cater to Houston area’s aging population
The Friendship Center offers 

transportation for seniors in 
Magnolia and The Woodlands 
who are over the age of 60 to 
local doctor appointments, 
grocery stores, and other 
activities they call and sched-
ule in advance.

“Here in this county we 
don’t have great public trans-
portation, and while I think 
the county is doing what it can 
to address mobility needs of 
the aging population, it’s just 
so large and has so many com-
munities that the transporta-
tion need is not met,” Moore 
said. “When we do surveys 
with seniors, transportation 
is always one of the top five 
needs, regardless of whether 
they’re in Houston or Katy.”

The Metropolitan Transit 
Authority of Harris County 

serves the unincorporated 
portions of the county, such 
as Cy-Fair, but some seniors 
may not be able to get from 
home to the nearest Park and 
Ride center.  

“The need for transporta-
tion is growing daily,” Lowrie 
said. “As seniors gradually 
get to the point that they are 
unable to drive, they’ll have to 
turn more and more to other 
options. Without something 
provided to them, they’ll be 
stuck at home.”

Staying active 
In Cy-Fair, the nonprofit 

Senior Citizens Bureau is 
constructing the area’s first 
daytime senior center, slated 
to open in early 2013. The 
Vaughn Gage Senior Center 
will be off of Jones Road and 

will offer medical assessments, 
a bedroom, library, prayer 
room, shower and activities, 
said Asheva Phillips, president 
and founder of the Senior 
Citizens Bureau. 

“It will have more of a per-
sonal touch versus a basic adult 
day center,” she said. 

The resources needed to 
cater to the older generations 
will continue to be more in 
demand in the future, as baby 
boomers begin to retire.

 “The baby boomers are a 
different generation,” Moore 
said. “They don’t want to go 
to the senior center to play 
bingo—they want to go do 
tai chi, water aerobics, line 
dancing or those kinds of 
active programs.”

The YMCA, which has 
several locations in northern 
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Harris and south Montgom-
ery counties, runs a program 
called Silver Sneakers for 
older adults that helps them 
stay active. The program 
offers physical activity, health 
education and social events for 
Medicare-eligible and group 
retiree members.

“The program allows us to 
serve more seniors and to do 
it in a way that their insurance 
covers their cost so it makes 
it affordable to all,” said Paul 
McEntire, COO for the YMCA 
of Greater Houston. 

Maureen Cramer, active 
older adult team leader for the 
Montgomery County YMCA, 
hosts other events for seniors, 
ranging from to game nights to 
monthly lunches. 

“It’s so important for them 
to stay active,” Cramer said. 

The growth of the aging population in Harris and Montgomery counties
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Area Hospitals
feature

E  St. Luke’s  
       The Woodlands Hospital

17200 St. Luke’s Way
The Woodlands • 936-266-2000 
www.stlukeswoodlands.com 
153 beds 

F  St. Luke’s Lakeside Hospital
17400 St. Luke’s Way
The Woodlands • 936-266-9000 
www.stlukeslakeside.com  
30 beds 

A   Houston Northwest  
       Medical Center

710 FM 1960 W.  
Houston • 281-440-1000 
www.hnmc.com
430 beds

B   Memorial Hermann  
       The Woodlands

9250 Pinecroft Drive
The Woodlands  • 713-897-2300 
www.memorialhermann.org

265 beds

C  St. Luke’s Hospital  
      at The Vintage

20171 Chasewood Park Drive
Houston • 832-534-5000
www.stlukesvintage.com
106 beds

D   Tomball Regional  
       Medical Center

605 holderrieth Blvd.
Tomball • 281-401-7500
www.tomballhospital.org
357 beds
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$99
New Patient Exam, 
Cleaning & X-Rays

($333 value)
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 or discount plans. Must bring this ad.

Expires 12/31/12.Dental Care for Your Family

Your Family Dentist in The Woodlands
  • Family and cosmetic dentistry 
     (including Lumineers©)

  • Orthodontics/Invisalign©

  • In-o�  ce teeth whitening 

  • Professionally trained,
     caring and courteous sta� 

  • Private practice setting

  • Financing available

  • Most major insurance 
      plans accepted

  • Convenient hours and 
      location

Our goal is to provide you 
and your family with the 

best dental care. We will treat 
you with tender care and 
will always strive to make 

your dental visit a 
pleasant experience.
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Family Practice Internal Medicine OB/GYN Pediatrics
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The woodlands

Locator map on page 
27

1  1st Choice Ob-
stetrics and Gyne-
cology
920 Medical Plaza Drive, Ste. 400
The Woodlands • 281-882-8050
www.1stchoiceobgyn.com

Obstetrics and Gynecology

Shelby L. Hampton
Tracy L. Turner

2  Alden Health Cen-
ter
7901 Research Forest Drive, 
Ste. 1400
The Woodlands • 281-296-5000

Family Practice

Luis Diaz

3  Tawfiq G. Alam,  
internal medicine
17521 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 190
The Woodlands • 936-321-0000

4  Sunitha Alexander,  
internal medicine
3115 College Park Drive, Ste. 110
Conroe • 936-321-6843

5  All About Women 
Obstetrics and 
Gynecology
9200 Pinecroft Drive, Ste. 345
The Woodlands • 281-602-7380
www.allaboutwomenobgyn.net

Obstetrics and Gynecology

Katherine Sullivan
Andrea Richter-Werning
Tara Winkelmann

6  Marian Allen, fam-
ily practice
25440 i-45 North, Ste. 300
The Woodlands • 281-419-1599

7  Hussamaddin Al-
Khadour, family 
practice and inter-
nal medicine
920 Medical Plaza Drive, Ste. 250
The Woodlands • 281-364-8787

8  Arbor Health Cen-
ter
1111 Medical Plaza Drive, Ste. 190
The Woodlands • 281-305-0725

Internal Medicine

Julio Rivera

9  Shailaja S. Behara,  
internal medicine
920 Medical Plaza Drive, Ste. 480
The Woodlands • 281-528-1511

10  Sammuel Bhark-
suwan, obstetrics 

and gynecology
9303 Pinecroft Drive, Ste. 380
The Woodlands • 281-587-1300

11  Peter Bigler, family 
medicine
6769 Lake Woodlands Drive, 
Ste E
The Woodlands • 281-210-1200
www.drpeterbigler.com

12  Shazia Billal, fam-
ily practice
920 Medical Plaza Drive, Ste. 520
The Woodlands • 281-364-1700

13  Randolf Birken,  
obstetrics and 
gynecology
4185 Technology Forest Blvd., 
Ste 190
The Woodlands • 281-893-1246

14  Marlaina Bonnes-
Neumann, internal 
medicine
8000 Research Forest Drive, 
Ste. 360
The Woodlands • 281-292-1191

15  Bullock OB/GYN
9200 Pinecroft Drive, Ste. 400
The Woodlands • 281-602-6888

Obstetrics and Gynecology

Emily C. Bullock
Gerald L. Bullock

16  Pachie Chan, fam-
ily practice
19073 i-45 S., Ste. 115
The Woodlands • 936-271-2227

17  Michael Y. Chang,  
family practice
17198 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 510
The Woodlands • 936-321-6787

18  College Park 
Medicine
3115 College Park Drive, Ste. 106
Conroe • 936-271-2555
www.collegeparkmedicine.com

Family Practice

Christopher Chapman
Eric Leboeuf
Pamela O’Connor
Jack Pieniazek
Samson Sheih

19  David S. Cos, fam-
ily practice  
and internal medi-
cine
17450 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 290
The Woodlands • 281-296-8500

20  Phuong Dang, fam-

ily practice
8000 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 
360
The Woodlands • 281-292-1191

21  Luis N. Diaz, family 
practice
7901 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 
1400
The Woodlands • 281-296-5000

22  Sakina Davis, fam-
ily practice
9595 Six Pines Road, Ste. 6250
The Woodlands • 281-362-0014

23  Paul Decker, family 
practice
17521 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 170
The Woodlands • 936-447-9452

24  Garth Denyer, fam-
ily practice
25410 i-45 North, Ste. 100
Spring • 281-367-1414

25  Gregory L. Eads,  
gynecology
1120 Medical Plaza Drive,  
Ste. 200
The Woodlands • 832-813-0979

26  Ike Eni, internal 
medicine
17198 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 530
The Woodlands • 936-321-1946
www.doctoreni.com

27  Kent Erickson, fam-
ily practice
9305 Pinecroft Drive, Ste. 100
The Woodlands • 713-897-7005

28  Family Medicine at  
Sterling Ridge
6886 Woodlands Parkway,  
Ste. C
The Woodlands • 281-419-6565
www.drabusharr.com

Family Practice

Raja Abusharr

29  Family Medicine 
Clinic & Women’s 
Health
9303 Pinecroft Drive, Ste. 340
The Woodlands • 281-681-0616
www.drzufari.com

Family Practice

Mohammad El Zufari

30  Family Practice 
Medical Associates 
of Texas
4840 W. Panther Creek Drive, 
Ste. 108
The Woodlands • 281-364-8130

Family Practice

Steven Chon
Doyle Wade Huey

31  Forest Pediatrics
3115 College Park Drive, Ste. 104
Conroe • 936-321-5030
www.forestpediatrics.com

Pediatrics

Trecia L. Elahee
Murray B. Fershtman
Samuel J. Heardmon

32  Fadi G. Ghanem,  
family practice
25440 i-45 N., Ste. 300
Spring • 281-419-1599

33  Chi Hiong Go,  
internal medicine
17198 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 510
The Woodlands • 936-321-6787

34  Michelle Hanes,  
obstetrics and gy-
necology
1120 Medical Plaza Drive, Ste. 340
The Woodlands, • 281-364-1014
www.michellehanesmd.com

35  Catherine Hart,  
family practice
19221 i-45 S., Ste. 400
The Woodlands • 832-585-0095
www.hartfamilymedicine.com

36  Hometown Pediat-
rics, PA
1595 Lake Front Circle
The Woodlands • 281-292-8980
www.hometownpediatrics.com

Pediatrics

Kristie R. Chandler
Tony John
Tate Wright

Internal Medicine and Pediatrics

Mona Smith

37  Doyle Huey, family 
practice
17521 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 150
The Woodlands • 281-364-8130

38  IKP Family Medi-
cine
17350 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 430
The Woodlands • 281-587-1700
www.ikpfamilymedicine.com

Family Practice

Timothy Irvine
Rohit Kashyap
Alejandra Palmeros-Irvine
Rochelle Pondt

39  Mamta Jain, inter-
nal medicine
17350 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 350
The Woodlands • 281-836-3627

40  Beena Johnson,  
obstetrics and gy-
necology
920 Medical Plaza Drive, Ste. 530
The Woodlands • 281-825-4900
www.beenajohnsonmd.com

41  Scott Kahney, fam-
ily practice
8000 Research Forest Drive,  
Ste. 360
The Woodlands • 281-292-1192
www.villagemedicalcenter.com

42  Walter N. Kane, 
family practice
29801 i-45, Ste. 101
The Woodlands • 281-362-9100

43  Kelsey-Seybold 
Woodlands
17350 St. Luke’s Way

Family Practice Internal Medicine OB/GYN Pediatrics

Area physicians
listings

The Woodlands • 713-442-1800
www.kelsey-seybold.com

Family Medicine

Leonardo Espitia
Hugh Poindexter

Internal Medicine

Susan Brown
Gisele Jones
Bret McAden
Tony Nguyen

Pediatrics

Mark Kozak
Teresa Romero
Asma Siddiqui

44  Kelsey-Seybold 
Woodlands
17198 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 540
The Woodlands • 713-442-1900
www.kelsey-seybold.com

Obstetrics and Gynecology

Jennifer Breazeale
Alan Chang
Carol Collins
Holli DenHartog
Christina Frome
Jesus Samaniego

45  Joel Kerschen-
baum,  
family practice
17521 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 190
The Woodlands • 281-719-5446

46  Pierre N. Khoury,  
internal medicine
920 Medical Plaza Drive, Ste. 140
The Woodlands • 281-298-8444

47  Stephan P. Krotz,  
obstetrics and 
gynecology
17198 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 410
Conroe • 713-467-4488

48  Paula J. Krupp-
stadt, pediatrics
17200 St. Luke’s Way
The Woodlands • 936-266-3033

49  Rajnikant Kush-
waha, internal 
medicine
17198 St Luke’s Way, Ste. 500
The Woodlands • 936-273-4666

50  Peter R. Kvapil,  
internal medicine
3115 College Park Drive, Ste. 107
Conroe • 936-321-5440

51  Patricia E. Laden,  
obstetrics and 
gynecology
17198 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 250
The Woodlands • 936-321-8221

52  Donald L. Leass, 
pediatrics
1011 Medical Plaza Drive,  
Ste. 100
The Woodlands • 281-465-0222

53  Jack Lesch, family 
practice
9250 Pinecroft Drive
The Woodlands • 281-364-5899

54  Balakrishna Man-
gapuram, internal 
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medicine
9004 Forest Crossing Drive, 
Ste. E
The Woodlands • 281-364-6677

55  Michael D. Mar-
low,  
family practice
17350 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 110
The Woodlands • 936-321-4800 

56  Laurie L. McKillip, 
pediatrics
920 Medical Plaza Drive, Ste. 560
The Woodlands • 281-292-0999
www.totdoc.com

57  Ilyas Memon,  
internal medicine
9305 Pinecroft Drive
Spring • 281-943-2525

58  Memorial Her-
mann  
Medical Group 
9305 Pinecroft, Ste. 301
The Woodlands •281-292-0644

Family Practice

John Rogers 

59  Memorial Her-
mann  
Medical Group
9305 Pinecroft, Ste. 100
The Woodlands • 281-943-2430

Family Practice

Sujatha Anand 
Kent Erickson 

60  Memorial Her-
mann  
Medical Group
2115 Rayford Road, Ste. 100
Spring • 713-897-7070

Family Practice

Gary Mueck 
Bhavna Reddy 

61  Memorial Her-
mann  
Medical Group
920 Medical Plaza Drive, Ste. 460 
The Woodlands • 713-897-7005

Family Practice

Alfred Boyd 
Ken Davis 
Jeff Sweeney 

internal Medicine
Altaf Karim 

62  Memorial Her-
mann  
Medical Group
1120 Medical Plaza Drive,   
Ste 150
The Woodlands • 713-897-3750

Family Medicine

Alysia Robichau 
Jennifer (Lane) Hart 

63  David Michalak,  
family practice
4840 W. Panther Creek Drive, 
Ste. 101
The Woodlands • 281-367-1720
www.doctormichalak.com

64  Robert Mock, fam-
ily practice
1120 Medical Plaza Drive,  
Ste. 380

The Woodlands • 281-363-3311
www.doctormock.com

65  Northwest Diag-
nostic Clinic
17521 St. Luke’s Way , Ste. 190 
The Woodlands • 281-440-5300
www.nwdc.com

Family Practice

Veronica Bugenhagen

Internal Medicine

William Fridley
Denis L. Galindo
Abbas Jafri
Donald Strickland
Shilpa Vaidya

66  Northwoods Pedi-
atric Center
25214 Borough Park Drive
The Woodlands • 281-296-7770
www.northwoodspediatric.com

Pediatrics

Shahzad Islam
Nighat Sultana

67  North Woods 
Family Medicine
17350 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 350
The Woodlands • 281-825-3344
www.drcfamilymedicine.com

Family Practice

Sachin Chandrasenan

68  Oaks Medical 
Center
25410 i-45 N., Ste. 100
Spring • 281-367-1414
www.oaksmedicalcenter.com

Family Practice

Maria Charron
Garth C. Denyer
Tarek Rafati

69  Obsterix Medical 
Group Texas
920 Medical Plaza Drive,  
Ste. 310
The Woodlands • 281-419-4600
houstonmfm.obstetrix.com

Obstetrics & Gynecology

Moncenya Chatman

70  Pamela O’Connor,  
family practice
3115 College Park Drive, Ste. 106
The Woodlands • 936-271-2555

71  Thimos Paschalis,  
internal medicine
17450 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 290
The Woodlands • 281-296-8500

72  Ralph P. Pearce,  
internal medicine
3115 College Park Drive, Ste. 107
Conroe • 936- 321-5440

73  Joseph Perkinson,  
family practice
9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 1400
The Woodlands • 281-419-5698

74  Pinecroft OBGYN
9303 Pinecroft Drive, Ste. 380

The Woodlands • 281-587-1300

Obstetrics & Gynecology

Samuel Bharksuwan

75  Portofino Family 
Clinic
19073 i-45 S., Ste. 115
Shenandoah • 936-271-2227

Family Practice

Pachie Chan

76  Tarek Rafati, fam-
ily practice
25410 i-45 North, Ste. 100
Spring • 281-367-1414

77  Harish P. Rao,  
internal medicine
920 Medical Plaza Drive, Ste. 495
The Woodlands • 832-286-1087

78  Reeves Robert,  
obstetrics and 
gynecology
8850 Six Pines Road, Ste. 100
The Woodlands • 281-367-6836

79  Zaufishan Rizvi,  
family practice
920 Medical Plaza Drive,  
Ste. 550
The Woodlands • 281-681-0616

80  Janet Roberts,  
family practice
101 Pine Manor Drive
Oak Ridge North, 281-364-7889

81  Richard R. Rob-
erts, obstetrics 
and gynecology
17350 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 300
The Woodlands • 281-419-8111
www.robertsobgyn.com

82  John Rogers, fam-
ily practice
9305 Pinecroft Drive, Ste. 301
The Woodlands • 281-292-0644

83  Raul Rojas,  
obstetrics and 
gynecology
920 Medical Plaza Drive, Ste. 580
The Woodlands • 281-419-9968

84  Nihal Siddiqui,  
family practice
9004 Forest Crossing Drive, 
Ste. B
The Woodlands • 281-364-1960

85  Emma Sims,  
obstetrics and 
gynecology
9200 Pinecroft Drive, Ste. 400B
The Woodlands • 281-292-5774
womenofthewoodlands.com

86  Tom Sloan,  
internal medicine
1120 Medical Plaza Drive,  
Ste. 100
The Woodlands • 281-363-2266
www.tomsloanmd.com

87  Marcus Smith,  
internal medicine

6700 Woodlands Parkway., Ste. 
230
The Woodlands • 713-980-5440

88  Specialists for 
Women 
9200 Pinecroft Drive, Ste. 350
The Woodlands • 281-363-2426
specialistsforwomen.net

Obstetrics and Gynecology

Tametra Johnson-Garnier
Jane C. Reed

89  St. Luke’s Wood-
lands Doctor Group
17198 St. Luke’s Way, Medical 
Arts Center i, Ste. 440
The Woodlands • 936-266-2500
www.stlukeswoodlands 
doctorgroup.com

Obstetrics and Gynecology

Sara Gibson
Ferenc Markos
John J. Peet
Terri J. Scott

90  St. Luke’s Wood-
lands Doctor Group 
OB/GYN Special-
ists
17198 St. Luke’s Way, Medical 
Arts Center i, Ste. 400
The Woodlands • 936-266-2640
www.stlukeswoodlands 
doctorgroup.com

Obstetrics and Gynecology

Nancy Bass 
John Williams  

91  Step Pediatrics
4800 W. Panther Creek Drive, 
Ste. 100
The Woodlands • 281-364-8600
www.steppediatrics.com

Pediatrics

Callie A. Byrd
Joseph P. Edralin
Joan S. Purcell

92  Steven Strong,  
obstetrics and gy-
necology
1001 Medical Plaza Drive,  
Ste. 280
The Woodlands • 281-363-4445

93  Nighat Sultana, 
pediatrics
25214 Borough Park Drive
The Woodlands • 281-296-7770

94  Rajender Syal,  
obstetrics and gy-
necology
9200 Pinecroft Drive, Ste. 300
The Woodlands • 281-364-9898

95  Texas Children’s 
Pediatrics Medical 
Plaza
1011 Medical Plaza Drive,  
Ste. 220
The Woodlands • 281-296-9119
www.texaschildrenspediatrics.
org/medical-plaza

Pediatrics

Krista Formica
Bernadette S. Haggerty
Abbas A. Kapasi
Swati Pande
Richard M. Vadala

96  Texas Children’s 
Pediatrics Sterling 
Ridge
6707 Sterling Ridge Drive, Ste. A
The Woodlands • 281-296-2656
www.texaschildrenspediatrics.
org/sterling-ridge

Pediatrics

Anu McDonald
William L. Nix
Susan J. O’Neil
Susan M. Parkerson

97  Texas Children’s 
Pediatrics Wood-
lands
4545 Research Forest, Ste. A
The Woodlands, 281-367-5100
www.texaschildrenspediatrics.
org/woodlands

Pediatrics

Amish Bhakta
Roland Flanagan
Natasha Irani
Rose Lapis

98  Duyen M. Tran, 
family practice and 
internal medicine
920 Medical Plaza Drive, Ste. 
360
The Woodlands • 281-719-0483

99  Village Medical 
Centers
8000 Research Forest Drive, 
Ste. 360
The Woodlands, 281-292-1191
www.villagemedicalcenter.com

Family Practice

Craig Boudreaux
P. Denise Dang
Scott A. Kahney
John E. Walker

Internal Medicine

Marlaina Bonnes-Neumann
Internal Medicine and Pedi-
atrics
Jessica A. Aheron
Clifford W. Yut

100 Village Medical 
Centers
4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, 
Ste. 345
The Woodlands • 281-292-1192
www.villagemedicalcenter.com

Family Practice

Laura E. Armstrong
Christopher D. Prihoda
Tamara Small
Donald Stillwagon

Internal Medicine

Marlaina Bonnes-Neumann

101 Michael J. Walls,  
internal medicine
17198 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 430
The Woodlands • 936-271-3400
www.rpmkidney.com
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9250 Pinec ro f t    The Woodlands ,  T X  77380   713.897.2300

For physician referral, call 713.222.CARE (2273) or visit memorialhermann.org.

Ranked among Nation’s 15 Top Health Systems® by Thomson Reuters*
•

Ranked among Nation’s Top 5 Large Health Systems according to 15 Top Health Systems® study 
by Thomson Reuters**

•
Ranked among America’s 50 Best Hospitals™ by HealthGrades® three consecutive years (2010–2012)

•
Ranked among the nation’s 100 Top Hospitals® by Thomson Reuters* four consecutive years (2009–2012)

•
Granted Magnet® status by the American Nurses Credentialing Center

•
Cancer program accredited with commendation

by The American College of Surgeons Commission on Cancer
•

Earned the Gold Seal of Approval for Primary Stroke Centers from the Joint Commission
•

Recognized as an accredited Chest Pain Center by The Society of Chest Pain Centers

* As part of the Memorial Hermann Hospital System: The Woodlands, Southeast, Southwest and Northwest Hospitals.
**As part of the Memorial Hermann Hospital System

CONTINUALLY RECOGNIZED  
FOR DELIVERING A

HIGHER LEVEL OF CARE
In our quest for healthcare excellence, Memorial Hermann The Woodlands Hospital

sets the standard. And continuously striving to earn the most acclaimed
accreditations ensures we keep redefining that standard.
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BACK PAIN? 
  NECK PAIN? 

13802 Centerfield Rd, Suite 250  •  Houston, TX 77070
281-737-7463 • MethodistWillowbrook.com

Stop enduring pain. Call today and begin your personal treatment plan. 
281-73-SPINE (281-737-7463). 

The Spine Center at Methodist Willowbrook Hospital is the comprehensive,  
coordinated option for you in Northwest Houston.

If you have back and neck pain, choose the Spine Center at Methodist Willowbrook Hospital. Whether 
you’ve had pain for just a few days or several long years, you’ll find everything you need to diagnose 
and treat your condition in a convenient location, with access to premier spine specialists and a 
complete range of treatment options.

Getting started is easy. We will guide you through a customized treatment plan, with expedited 
access to neurologists, orthopaedic spine surgeons, interventional pain specialists, physical medicine 
and rehabilitation, and clinical psychology. Plus, spine trained physical therapy located in-house 
and the most advanced imaging and surgical technologies are available on-site.

Spine Center

BUSiNESS

By Shawn Arrajj

Lawson’s Meat Market
Local market thrives on traditional ‘mom and pop’ appeal

Lawson’s Meat Market features a variety of freshly prepared sausages, choice and 
prime beef, turkey, ham and exotic meats like alligator, buffalo and duck.  

Brian and Judy Cashmere have owned 
Lawson’s Meat Market since 2003.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

S
ha

w
n 

A
rr

aj
j

F or Brian Cashmere, taking up work at a meat 
market almost seemed like fate. Cashmere, 
who has been running Lawson’s Meat Market 

with his family in The Woodlands since 2003, was 
ingrained in the industry at an early age.

“My family has been in the meat cutting business 
since the 1950s,” he said. “It’s just what I know and 
love.”

Lawson’s market is named after its founder, Jack 
Lawson, who opened the shop on Sawdust Road 
in 1983. Still in the same location, Cashmere has 
witnessed the explosion of growth and development 
around the area during the past 10 years.

Cashmere said he maintains an edge over bigger 
meat markets by emphasizing the quality of his fam-
ily’s product. 

“Everything in here is all natural,” he said. “Noth-
ing has steroids, antibiotics or hormones. None of 
the marinades have MSG or any kind of gluten. 
Everything is cut fresh and wrapped daily.”

In addition to offering an array of standard and 
specialty meats, the staff at Lawson’s also provides 
deer processing. They have already taken on about 
70 orders, Cashmere said.

Part of the charm of Lawson’s market is its old-
time rustic feel, Cashmere said. The shop features 
wooden paneled walls, carpet floor and a U-shaped 
arrangement of meat cases displaying products to 

customers. All food is prepared in-house.
Originally from Thibodaux, La., Cashmere said 

one of his specialties is preparing Cajun dishes, such 
as boudin, alligator, crawfish and smoked sausage. 
He learned about Cajun cooking—and about the 
meat cutting trade in general—from his father, 
G.W., who has been a butcher since 1955.

“Mr. Lawson and my dad were both friends since 
eighth grade,” he said. “They both ran their own 
meat shops until Lawson retired and our family 
decided to leave ours and take over his.”

G.W. has since been sidelined by a hip replace-
ment surgery, but Cashmere insists that his father 
is still the top cutter at the market and will be back 
soon.

“He’s one of the best around, and he can still cut 
faster and sharper than me, even after the surgery,” 
he said.

Cashmere said he sees his business as one of the 
few remaining meat markets where people can still 
gather on a communal level.

“Those mom and pop butcher shops are few and 
far between these days,” he said. “They don’t even 
call them butchers anymore; they call them meat 
cutters. Business has still been good for us, and our 
repeat customers keep bringing in new customers 
who become repeat customers. We’re just going to 
keep doing what we do.”

Lawson’s Meat Market
202 Sawdust Road, Ste. 108
Spring, TX • 281-364-7479

Sawdust Rd.

45

Budde Rd.

Grogan’s Mill        Sawdust Rd.               Rayford Rd.
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Among the popular dishes at La Lupita is the tacos 
de sirloin ($11.50).

Monse Fonseca carries a tray of dishes to diners.

The entrance to La Lupita features a sacred heart 
chandelier and a winding staircase.
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T he best way to ensure success as a 
restauranteur in Texas is to open 
either a Mexican food restaurant or 

a barbecue restaurant. It seems there are 
never enough. So when Bill and Claudia 
Trainor, owners of more than 20 success-
ful and popular restaurants throughout 
Mexico, decided to open a restaurant in 
their hometown of The Woodlands, they 
stuck to what they knew best.

As their slogan implies, La Lupita on 
Waterway Avenue in Town Center offers 
“No Tex, just Mex,” meaning the dishes 
created by Daniel Miranda, the winner 
of Iron Chef Mexico in November 2010, 
are authentic creations from south of the 
border, rather than the greasier and spicier 
fare made popular in Texas.

“The beauty of Mexican food is the 
history that it has,” Claudia Trainor said. 
“[That history] has created magnificent 
fusions. We didn’t want to touch the 
recipes. These are typical popular dishes in 
Mexico.”

Trainor said La Lupita, taken from the 
nickname for the Lady of Guadalupe, 
offers traditional dishes from each state of 
Mexico, giving diners the opportunity to 
sample flavors from across the country.

“In Mexico, every state has different 
ingredients, different flavors and tech-
niques,” she said.

After more than a decade of operating 
restaurants in Mexico, the Trainors moved 
to The Woodlands five years ago. Shortly 
after, during a visit to Town Center, the 

two saw the building La Lupita and its 
sister restaurant, Luca & Leonardo, now 
occupy. Trainor said they had no serious 
plans to open a restaurant in The Wood-
lands, but the location on Waterway was 
too ideal to resist.

“We saw [the location] and saw there was 
nothing there,” she said. “And we saw the 
Waterway, the fountains and we took rep-
resentatives from The Woodlands Devel-
opment Company to see our operations in 
Mexico. They believed in us; they were very 
happy with our concept.”

Among the many components that have 
made La Lupita a success in the crowded 
Woodlands dining scene has been its view 
along the Waterway. 

On any given night, diners at La Lupita 
are offered a view from the patio that may 
feature passing Waterway Cruisers, pedes-
trians walking along the water, live music 
at Waterway Square, dancing fountains set 
to music, and children playing in a water 
spraying area.

Offering a new concept to a well-estab-
lished dining genre meant challenging 
what customers had been used to. Steer-
ing diners’ palettes away from Tex-Mex to 
authentic Mexican cuisine, however, was 
not as difficult as they perhaps expected,” 
Trainor said.

“We were surprised how the market 
has been easier than we thought,” Trainor 
said. “They are great to try things. They are 
really expecting something different. And 
when they find it, they love it.”

DiNiNG

La Lupita
Authentic food, view gives diners distinctive experience

By Brian Walzel

La Lupita
20 Waterway Ave.
The Woodlands • 832-510-2111
www.lalupita-restaurant.com
Mon.–Wed.: 11 a.m.–10 p.m.
Thur.–Sat.: 11 a.m.–11:30 p.m.
Sun.: 10:30 a.m.–9 p.m.

Daniel Miranda is the head chef at La Lupita.

Among chef Daniel Miranda’s specialties is cham-
orro en adobo.

Diners gather on the La Lupita patio overlooking 
the Waterway.

23803 Decker Prairie-Rosehill Road
281.259.8114 • www.springcreekgrowers.com

Hayrides, Fishing, Gift Shop, Poinsettias, from our own 
greenhouses, Fresh wreaths & Garland available

4th Generation 
Family Farm 

Celebrating our 
20th Season!

OPEN for the Christmas Season

Timberloch Pl
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PEOPLE

Tommy Williams
District 4 State Senator
By Carrie Thornton 

Texas Sen. Tommy Williams, R–The Woodlands, is a longtime 
Texas politician, and he earned another term in the state senate this 
year against Libertarian challenger Bob Townsend. After five years 
in the state House of Representatives, he was elected to the District 
4 seat in 2002.

District 4 covers portions of southern Montgomery County, 
northeast Harris County, all of Jefferson County except the south-
ern and eastern portions, and all of Liberty County, Chambers 
County and Orange County.

What influenced you to run for the Texas 
House in 1997, and eventually to the 
senate?

When I was in college, I had a family 
friend run for U.S. Congress and several of 
us were involved in his race. I went up to 
see him sworn in, and it was after a special 
election so it was in summer, and I could 
go to Washington D.C. As a college stu-
dent, it was pretty cool and I was interested 
in it, but it was not until I was 39 years old 
that I had an opportunity that I had the 
means to be able to do it. I was not ready to 
move to Washington D.C. with my three 
young children, so when a seat opened up 
in the Texas House I thought about run-
ning for it. It only took one person to talk 
me into it. 

When a seat opened up in the Texas 
Senate, it was a tough decision to leave 
the House because I felt like I was about 
to move into some better leadership roles, 
but in the end it was a good decision. I 
enjoy serving in both bodies. You have a 
much bigger constituent base that you are 
responsible for in the Texas Senate, which 
is a lot different.

Including your time as a House member, 
what do you consider are your greatest 
accomplishments?

Some things we have been involved in 
have had a statewide importance, and 
some things have been very important to 
my local constituents. As a young House 

member, the district attorney in Montgom-
ery County brought a case to me which 
involved a victim who was dependent on 
other people to take care of them, and in 
their case it was a caregiver that was sexu-
ally abusing the victim. Because of the cur-
rent statute of limitations, he was not able 
to do anything. We made the change in 
how the law worked for the statute of limi-
tations for those kinds of crimes because 
it often takes them a long time to come to 
light, especially if the victim depends on 
someone else because of health reasons. 
This was a pretty big change in the law so 
that it did not expire with that type of situ-
ation. I think it made a big impact. 

Locally, I was involved in an annexation 
moratorium with Houston and The Wood-
lands, and it is probably the most impact I 
have had for my local constituents during 
my term in the Senate. We were able to 
work out a final agreement with the City 
of Houston so The Woodlands would not 
be annexed [for a certain period of time]. 
It happened when I was in the House and 
finished when I entered into the Senate, so 
the process really took eight to 10 years. It 
took a long time to get accomplished, but 
the end result was good.

During my time in the Senate, one of 
the most significant things we have done 
is early on, we identified the problem of 
prescription drug abuse at pill mills. We 
passed several legislations dealing with 
that, and now it is more widely recognized 

as a problem, and I am really satisfied to 
see that people involved in illegal activities 
are being prosecuted under the laws we 
passed a few years ago.

As chairman of the Senate Finance 
Committee, what are your plans for the 
budget in the upcoming session?

The budget is the signature issue of every 
session because the allocation of resources 
has a lot to do with how public policy is 
carried out. I am very honored that Lt. 
Gov. David Dewhurst placed so much 
confidence in me. We are working really 
hard right now, and I am in Austin two 
to three days every week trying to get our 
arms around the budget and get together 
the introduced version of the bill. We are 
working at it very hard, and I think we will 
have a good budget that grows roughly at 
the rate of population plus inflation.

Is there a bill, or number of bills, you are 
particularly proud of that your constituents 
may not have heard of before?

There are two things that come to mind. 
First is the state’s involvement in border 
control. I have been lead person for the 
issue in the Senate for the  last two ses-
sions. Law enforcement and people all over 
the country see Texas as a model. We have 
done quite a bit in that area and worked 
with the Texas Department of Public 
Safety, which has helped me prioritize 
that money. We have seen a significant 

amount of resources, including six gun 
boats patrolling the Rio Grande, helicopter 
patrols on a regular basis 24/7 that carry 
state troopers, game wardens, and [others] 
who have done a really good job of track-
ing drug and human trafficking that goes 
on along the Texas and Mexico border.

I am really proud of the work they have 
done. They regularly make interdictions 
in this area…and that’s what we want. We 
want those people to be worried because 
we do not want illegal activity taking place 
on our sovereign state ground.

In your time as a Texas politician, what 
have you learned are some of the state’s 
biggest challenges?

The challenges we have this session is 
to try to allocate adequate resources for 
infrastructure. Our state needs new high-
way construction projects completed very 
badly. Because of rapid growth we have in 
our population, [we] still have a lot more 
to do. Another issue is water resources. We 
have a state water plan, and because our 
state is growing very rapidly, the demand 
for water is growing. Of course we also just 
experienced one of worst droughts in the 
history of the state, so we need to make 
sure we are putting adequate resources in 
those two areas. But it is also something 
that takes a long time to bear fruit. These 
are projects that go on, with planning and 
construction, over decades and not weeks. 
It takes a long time to see results.
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Recently, Williams was appointed the chairman of the Sen-
ate Finance Committee and said he looks forward to tackling 
the state’s towering budget of  more than $170 million. 

He is also a member of the State Affairs Committee, 
International Relations and Trade Committee as well as the 
Senate’s Select Committee on Redistricting.

When he is not making trips to Austin, Williams acts as 
president of Woodforest Financial Services and lives in The 
Woodlands with his wife, Marsha, and their two children.
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Toys For Tots 
Toy distribution campaign aids thousands of county children

B ob Quinn has plenty of sleep-
less nights in December. He 
is busy collecting toys and 

checking his list. But these toys have 
not been made by elves; they have 
been donated by kind-hearted people. 
Quinn’s list is not about naughty or 
nice, but need.

Quinn is coordinator of the Marine 
Toys for Tots Foundation in Mont-
gomery County. As he sorts and 
distributes toys from two distribution 
centers, one at the Salvation Army in 
Conroe and the other at the Society of 
Samaritans in Magnolia, it is difficult 
for him to forget what happened to him 
Christmas morning when he was 5.

“It was right after World War II,” 
Quinn said. “For Christmas, my 
brother, who was 9, got four blue 
poker chips. That was his gift. It wasn’t 
until much later that the economy 
improved and we were doing well, but 
I remember how even though I wasn’t 
expecting anything, I was expecting 
Santa Claus to bring something. I felt 
sad for my brother.”

Quinn relates that era to the 

economic recession the country has 
recently experienced and sees similarities.

“Now I think about other kids who 
don’t get something,” he said. “The 
economy stinks. They’re lucky if one 
parent has a job. There’s not much 
money for gifts. “

There was not a program like Toys 
for Tots in place when Quinn was a 
child, but there is now. 

Parents who have demonstrated a 
need will receive the toys a few days 
before Christmas.

Until then, Woodlands-area resi-
dents can drop off new, unwrapped 
toys at participating establishments 
including banks, retail businesses and 
all of the Montgomery County Memo-
rial Library locations.

 “Each year, library staff members 
reaffirm our support by helping 
the Marine Corps have appropriate 
locations to collect gifts,” said library 
director Jerilynn Williams said. “Both 
library patrons and staff members 
have responded generously, year after 
year. Recently, the more challenging 
economic climate appears to have 

been met with even greater generos-
ity.”

 Williams said while they receive 
book donations, patrons also donate 
stuffed animals, dolls, action figures, 
Legos, toy cars and trucks, crafts, and 
board games. She and Quinn agree, 
though, when they say there is more 
need for items for teenagers.

 Toys for Tots was established in 
1947 by a group of Marine Reserv-
ists in Los Angeles, who collected 
and distributed 5,000 toys. This led to 
more locations popping up across the 
nation in communities where Marine 
Reserve Centers were located. 

 Over its life span, the foundation 
has distributed more than 452 mil-
lion toys to more than 209 million 
children. Last year, in Montgomery 
County, the program distributed three 
toys each to 11,071 children.

 Quinn, now a father of four and 
grandfather of eight, is thankful for 
the gift of Toys for Tots.

 “People in Montgomery County 
have been very generous,” Quinn said. 
“We appreciate it.”
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By Kimberly Morgan

Toys for Tots drop-off locations

• Amazing Spaces, 18250 i-45 South
• Century 21, 21 Waterway Ave., Ste. 100
• George & Cynthia Woods Mitchell Library, 8125 Ashlane Way
• Legends Sports Complex, 602 Pruitt Road
• South Regional Library, 2101 Lake Robbins Drive
• Toys R Us, 1420 Lake Woodlands Drive
• Woodlands Oriental Rug Gallery, 1640 Lake Woodlands Drive

4840 W. Panther Creek, Ste. 211 | The Woodlands | 281-298-9434 • 1003 Longmire Road | Conroe | 936-756-1386 | www.LeikerOrtho.com

•  Specialized in Early Treatment of Children 

    to Obtain Better Facial, Smile, Dental, 

 and Airway Results!
•   A Leader in Cosmetic Orthodontic Alternatives 

 for Teens & Adults!
•   We Strive to Make Excellent Orthodontic Care 

 Affordable to Everyone Wanting a Beautiful Smile!

Dr. Leiker is the Leader in Lingual Orthodontics 
in The Woodlands & Conroe Areas!

A Wonderful Gift For Anyone Wanting A Great Alternative To Traditional Metal Braces!!!

Most insurances and credit cards accepted.
Serving � e Woodlands / Conroe and surrounding areas since 1994.

FREE INITIAL EXAM
ZERO PERCENT FINANCING

Holiday Season Special 

25% OFF
Lingual Treatment

Offer Good Through 12/31

MTM No Trace Lingual Braces

Harmony Lingual Braces

Toys for Tots volunteer Sharon Ayers organizes toys.
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By Kimberly Morgan

Don Stockton
Conroe ISD Superintendent

M others, fathers, histori-
cal figures, trailblazers, 
authors, poets, musi-

cians—this is a typical list from 
which most people describe their 
role models. 

But not Don Stockton, superin-
tendent of schools at Conroe ISD. 
Although he tries to find some-
thing to admire in everybody, he 
admires everything in George 
Bailey—the fictional character in 
the Christmas classic “It’s a Won-
derful Life.”

 “He’s in his 
hometown, 
he has some 
problems, 
but everyone 
comes together 
to help him,” 
Stockton said. 
“I joke with people that George 
Bailey is my hero,  
but he really kind of is.”

 It is not so much the character 
Stockton admires as the way an 
entire town rallies for the good of 

the community. That, Stockton 
said, is how he sees Conroe ISD—
and it is the reason why 27 years 
of his 29-year career in educa-
tion have been in Montgomery 
County. 

 Stockton did not begin his 
career as a teacher. In fact, he 
was a business major at Purdue 
University, where he was also 
quarterback of the Boilermaker 
football team. A shoulder injury 
that resulted in two surgeries 

ended his 
dreams of 
going pro, 
and a lack of 
excitement 
while looking 
at job oppor-
tunities ended 
his dreams of 

corporate America.
 “I thought long and hard about 

what was meaningful to me,” 
Stockton said. “The answer was 
the teachers and coaches I’d had 
growing up.”

 Stockton changed his major, 
a sudden decision, but one made 
with confidence. That established 
a pattern he has since continued. 
When something feels right, 
Stockton does not waste time.

 For example, about 28 years 
ago, Stockton, who lived in  
Indiana, was visiting his brother 
in The Woodlands. While  
shooting hoops at Knox Junior 
High School, his brother said to 
Stockton “You ought to move 
down here and teach.”

 Stockton did, and he even-
tually came full circle on that 
moment, this time as principal  
at Knox from 1994-96.

 In addition, when he was a 
teacher and a coach at Travis 
Junior High School, he met a new 
teacher named Kara. Two days 
later, they had their first  
date. Five months later, they  
were married.

 After just four months in the 
role of interim superintendent, 
Stockton officially landed the 
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job. That was 10 years ago, and 
even today, Stockton still seems 
somewhat surprised at the path 
his career has taken.

 “I never foresaw any of this,” 
Stockton said. “When I became 
a teacher, I wanted to impact 
kids. My goal was not to become 
a principal or a superintendent. I 
taught, and I loved teaching. But 
then somebody told me I could 
impact even more kids that way.”

Stockton still has the 

“My goal was not to become a 
principal or a superintendent. I 
taught, and I loved teaching.”

—Don Stockton, 
Conroe ISD Superintendent

Thinking of buying or selling?

Call The Kink Team today to help you get into
your new home in time for the holidays!

2012

Your Personal 
Assets Get 

Our Personal 
Attention.

www.fi rstvictoria.com

At First Victoria, keeping pace with your 
personal and professional banking 

needs is what we’re all about. That’s why 
our Wealth Management Services and 

PrivateBankers offer a unique and 
different brand of banking. Enjoy access 

to services ranging from the most routine 
banking needs to more complex investment, 

trust and insurance products1. 

To learn more about how we can create 
an “out of the box” solution for you, 

stop by our newest banking center 
at 1430 Research Forest Drive.

NOW OPEN
1430 Research Forest Dr.  
The Woodlands

Tanya Castro   ▼ Sr. Vice President
Trust & Investments  
281.599.6039

Jeannie Jennings  ▼ Vice President 
PrivateBanking/Wealth Management
832.663.4507

Heidi Carney  ▼ Vice President 
PrivateBanking/Wealth Management
832.663.4506

1 PrimeVest Financial Services, Inc. and First Victoria Insurance 
Agency: Not insured by the FDIC • Not a deposit • Not insured 
by any federal government agency • Not guaranteed by the 
bank • Subject to investment risks, including the possible loss 
of principal. Trust assets are not FDIC insured.

opportunity to teach in the 
classroom by regularly visiting 
any of the district’s 56 cam-
puses—approximately 300 visits 
a year. Along with every Conroe 
ISD administrator, Stockton 
substitute teaches twice a year. 
Most recently, he was at the helm 
of a fourth-grade class at Austin 
Elementary.

 “God has blessed my life so 
much,” Stockton said. “I feel  
like I’m living the dream.”
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The Northstar Traffic System
iNSiDE iNFORMATiON

Source: Montgomery County Precinct 3 Traffic Management

Compiled by Brian Walzel

With more than 520 closed-circuit cameras 

controlling 100 intersections throughout The Woodlands, as well as 

monitoring traffic flow on local freeways, the Northstar Traffic System 

uses the latest technologies to keep traffic moving.

Signal cabinets at each intersection allow 
traffic signals to communicate via a vast 
fiber optic network with the operations 
system in Conroe. The cabinets are the 
main hubs that service each intersection 
and are serviced by field technicians.

The Woodlands Fire Department 
and South Montgomery County Fire 
Department have installed software on 
the Northstar system that allows them 
to control traffic signals in the event of 
an emergency, which allows response 
vehicles to minimize response times 
and avoid traffic delays.

The Northstar Traffic Operations  
System in Conroe houses mul-
tiple servers that communicate 
with the traffic management 
devices located throughout 
South Montgomery County. At 
the operations center, personnel 
and traffic engineers monitor 
traffic flows, incidents, and signal 
operations on a network of com-
puters and monitors.

Northstar servers house a central sys-
tems software that allows the operations 
staff to monitor all of the system's traffic 
lights. The server is in constant commu-
nication with each traffic signal regard-
ing its state and operational status.  
If a problem is recognized by the system, 
technicians are notified within seconds.

The Northstar system uses more than 520 closed-circuit 
cameras to monitor 105 intersections throughout The 
Woodlands. Each signal is equipped with a fiber optic 
Ethernet network that communicates with the opera-
tions system in Conroe. Montgomery County has begun 
installing some traffic signals with Doppler radar video 
detection system, which eliminates video detection 
challenges, such as sunlight and shade.

In the event of a problem with a traffic 
signal, field technicians are notified by 
text message and are quickly dispatched 
to resolve the issue.

JOY TO YOUR WORLD!
Add some joy to your world this holiday season. Bring your family and invite friends to 

experience the wonder of Christmas at The Woodlands United Methodist Church. 

Visit our website for Christmas worship opportunities: thewoodlandsumc.org/christmas 

2200 Lake Woodlands Drive  |  The Woodlands, Texas 77380  |  281.297.5900  |  thewoodlandsumc.org
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F or more than 20 years, aspiring 
dancers from toddlers to college-age 
students have found a home at The 

Woodlands Civic Ballet. 
After her career as a professional dancer 

at Pittsburgh’s Carnegie Ballet and San 
Francisco’s Northern California Dance 
Ensemble, Karyn Simon-Poland became 
inspired to share her passion and extensive 
knowledge of dance with youth. In 1987, 
Simon-Poland founded The Woodlands 
Civic Ballet, where she currently presides 
as owner and artistic director.

“I decided The Woodlands needed some 
culture,” Simon-Poland said.

The studio, which offers beginner 
through advanced levels of Russian-style 
ballet, pointe and drill team classes, aspires 
to leave an everlasting impression on The 
Woodlands fine arts community.

Simon-Poland directs a variety of per-
formances each year. The studio has put on 
many full-length shows and different acts 
from classical ballets in the summer and 
winter months, including “All You Need Is 
Love,” “Sleeping Beauty,” “Cinderella” and 
“Swan Lake.”

“I’m very appreciative that The Wood-
lands seems to enjoy the true classical 
ballet,” Simon-Poland said. 

As winter starts settling in each year, 
preparations and rehearsals begin for one 
of the studio’s most iconic productions, 
“The Nutcracker.” An estimated 200 young 
dancers portray an array of characters, 
such as the Sugar Plum Fairy and the 
Cavalier prince, in the well-known classi-
cal ballet.

Christy Volanski, a volunteer at The 
Woodlands Civic Ballet, has two teenage 
daughters, Sydney and Tess, both of whom 
teach at the studio. The sisters will respec-
tively perform the roles of the Snow Queen 
and a Dream Sentinel soloist in “The 
Nutcracker.”

The Woodlands Civic Ballet presents “The Nutcracker” this year at McCullough Junior High School.

Since Tess Volanski began dancing at 
the studio at the age of 2, she has played 
numerous roles in “The Nutcracker” and 
other productions throughout the years. 
She said a great way for families to embrace 
the holiday season is to attend a showing of 
“The Nutcracker.”

“We really do our best to put on a great 
production, and every year we’re success-
ful,” Tess Volanski said. “It’s just truly a 
beautiful show, and the music by (Pyotr 
Ilyich) Tchaikovsky never fails to put me in 
the Christmas mood.”

The Woodlands Civic Ballet has found 
success in maintaining a family style envi-
ronment in which young dancers learn and 
grown. Sydney Volanski said she cherishes 
the experiences and lessons she has learned 
from Simon-Poland as both a dancer and 
instructor at the studio.

“We’ve known most of the girls [at The 
Woodlands Civic Ballet] for years and 
years now,” she said. “You don’t have to 
worry if you mess up, and no one is going 
to think badly of you. We are all able to 
work together to put on the best show that 
we can.”

Woodlands Civic Ballet 
The Plazas at Alden Bridge
7901 Research Forest Dr.
Ste. 200 
The Woodlands
281-419-8849  
woodlandscivicballet.org

By Liza Winkler

The Woodlands Civic Ballet
Young dancers perform iconic winter show “The Nutcracker”

ENTERTAiNMENT
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Dec. 21, 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 22, 2 p.m.
McCullough Junior high School
2800 S. Panther Creek Drive
Admission is $15

“The Nutcracker” Schedule

Growing

As with any financial decision, buyers are encouraged t    o do their own due diligence when selecting a 
home builder. Woodforest makes no representation or warranties on the quality of the homebuilders. 
Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. Realtors Welcome. 11/12

Where life Grows.

When it comes to master-planned communities in
Montgomery County, Woodforest is flexing plenty of muscle. 

With a 27-hole golf course for mom and dad. Parks, playgrounds
and a splash park for the kids. Miles of hike and bike trails
for the whole family. And shopping, dining, entertainment

and recreational activities - all just minutes away.

Woodforest has a powerful line up of new homes priced to suit
every lifestyle. You’ll find patio homes, homes with golf-course and

lake views, and amenity-filled custom homes on up to one-acre homesites.

Woodforest – growing stronger every day.

936-447-2800 · WoodforestTx.com
Homes from the $160s to $1 Million+f

Coventry Homes
Darling Homes

DR Horton
Highland Homes

Jeff Paul Custom Homes
Lennar Homes

Newmark Homes 
Partners in Building

Perry Homes
Ryland Homes

Sullivan Signature Homes
Tom Cox Jr. Custom Homes

Village Builders

Over 40 homes ready for Move-In!

Research Forest Dr.
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The oldest craft brewery in Houston, Saint Arnold Brewing Company 
has provided its distinctive brews to major Texas cities since its first 
keg was shipped in 1994. Before the opening, Houston was missing 
a microbrew facility. Now, Saint Arnold beers are sold in hundreds of 
locations throughout the state with 15 different recipes.

The 10,000-square-foot warehouse began production of its first 
beer—Pine Belt Pale—in March 2008. After a year of operation, 
Southern Star Brewery opened up to the public, creating the 
Pro-AM competition in which home brewers can submit their 
creations. The winning beer is then produced at the facility.

Beers:
• Saint Arnold Fancy Lawnmower
• Saint Arnold Elissa IPA
• Santo

Beers:
• Bombshell Blonde
• Buried Hatchet
• Pine Belt Pale
• Walloon
• Pro-AM 2012–“Double IPA”Tours:

• Monday–Friday, 3 p.m.
• Saturdays, 11 a.m.
(Cost: $7) 

Tours:
• Saturdays, 1 p.m. 
(Cost: Free) 

2000 Lyons Ave.
Houston • 713-686-9494 
www.saintarnold.com
 

1207 N. FM 3083 E.
Conroe • 936-441-2739 
www.southernstarbrewing.com

Seasonal:
• Saint Arnold Oktoberfest
• Saint Arnold Christmas Ale
• Saint Arnold Winter Stout
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Tomball German Festival
Tomball • March
For the past 12 years, the Tomball Ger-
man Festival has evolved into one of the 
fastest-growing festivals in the Houston 
area. Held in historic downtown Tomball, 
the festival features dozens of booths of 
authentic German crafts, food and beers.  
www.tomballgermanfest.org

Wild West Brew Fest
Katy • May
The Wild West Brew Fest, sponsored by 
the Katy Rotary Club, offers 25 specialty 
craft brews, live music by Horizon and 
food from several local restaurants. 
Proceeds from the event benefits Katy 
area nonprofit organizations. 
www.katybrewfest.com

Brew B Que
Conroe • May
Held for the past four years during 
Memorial Day weekend at the Lone Star 
Convention and Expo Center, the Southern 
Star Brew B Que features live Texas coun-
try music bands, beer by Conroe brewery 
Southern Star Brewery, Beer Olympics, a 
carnival and barbecue cook-off. 

Houston Beer Festival
Houston • June
This relatively new event on the Houston 
beer scene has overcome a shaky 
beginning to feature more than 20 live 
bands and offerings from dozens of Texas 
breweries. The festival is held at Hermann 
Square Park in Houston. 
www.houstonbeerfestival.com

Houston Beer Week
Houston • November
Houston Beer Week is an eight-day 
community event that encourages bars, 
restaurants, retail establishments, distribu-
tors and breweries to create distinctive 
craft beer-related events throughout the 
Houston metro area at various establish-
ments. www.houstonbeerweek.com

The Draft
Houston • November
Organized by committee members of 
Houston Beer Week, The Draft features 
food, music, art and a variety of craft 
beers. The event helps raise money for 
Live It Big, Inc., which funds local chari-
ties such as Stepping Stones Elementary. 
www.thedraftfestival.com
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Brian Royo has been brewing his own beer for years, but he decided 
to make it his career only about three and a half years ago. Now, 
Royo and his wife, Jennifer, and father, Gil, are in the brewing  
business together. After moving into a larger facility nearby, the 
Royos have been able to expand their operation with larger storage 
tanks and higher production capabilities. 

This Karbach Street warehouse was originally home to a beer 
distribution center where brewery founders Ken Goodman and Chuck 
Robertson once worked. Years later, and with the help of their crew, 
Karbach Brewing Company was born. The warehouse is now equipped 
to produce nearly a dozen distinctive flavors and styles of beer. 

Since January, Buffalo Bayou Brewing Co. has created highly experi-
mental microbrews now offered in more than 50 bars, restaurants 
and venues throughout the city. Past recipes have called for hibiscus 
flower, lemon and even Chai tea for a special porter. The facility  
specializes in small batch brews that aim to redefine the beer industry 
in Texas with new ideas and concepts representative of Houston.

Beers:
• El Hefe
• Ridgeback Ale
• Black Wit-O
• 1st Street Blonde Ale  
  (Coming soon)

Beers:
• Hopadillo IPA
• Rodeo Clown Double IPA
• Sympathy for the Lager
• Weisse Versa Wheat

Tours:
• Saturdays, noon-3p.m. 
(Cost: $10) 

Tours:
• Saturdays, noon–3p.m. 
(Cost: $7) 

301 Nolda St.
Houston • 713-750-9795
www.buffbrew.com 

5351 First St., Ste. A
Katy • 281-693-7545
www.nolabelbrew.com 

2032 Karbach St.  
Houston • 713-680-2739
www.karbachbrewing.com

Seasonal:
• Mint IPA
• Elda M-Milk Stout

Seasonal:
• Yule Shoot Your Eye Out
• Fra–Gee–Lay
• Hellfighter

Beers:
• 1836
• 1912
• Smoke on the Bayou

Seasonal:
• Gingerbread stout
• Chai porter
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COMMUNiTY CORRiDOR

Technology Plaza

Technology Plaza on Research Forest 
Drive is a relatively new retail center 
that features boutique restaurants, 
full-service restaurants, and real estate 
and title firms. Although the center is 
fully developed, vacant space remains 
to accommodate office or commercial 
businesses. 

Business

1   Technology Professional Plaza,  
at 4055 Technology Forest Blvd.,  
is a 50,000-square-foot, three-story 
Class A office facility that houses 
both medical and commercial tenants. 
Among the tenants are Detcon, which 
specializes in gas detection sensors, 
and Northwest Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgery. Ste. 500. 281-367-2220. 

2   Coldwell Banker, now in its 
106th year of business, provides a full 
line of real estate services, including 
homebuyer and homeowner resources, 
relocation services, listings, rentals, 
mortgage resources and first-time 
homebuyer assistance. 4225 Research 
Forest  

Compiled by Brian Walzel

Drive, Ste. 101. 281-363-2500.  
www.coldwellbanker.com

Dining

3   The second Woodlands location 
of Sakekawa Japanese Steakhouse 
and Sushi Bar opened in October. The 
restaurant offers a variety of hibachi 
dinners, bento box dinners, don and 
udon, sushi, sashimi, and sushi rolls. 
4221 Research Forest Drive.  
281-298-9188. www.sakekawa.com

4   Shanghai Bistro offers diners an 
array of distinct and traditional Asian 
cuisine, including soups and egg 
rolls, fried rice and lo mein, as well as 
seafood, chicken, beef and pork entree 
selections. Oil-free and healthy menu 
items are also available. 4223 Research 
Forest Drive, Ste. 300. 281-298-8810. 
www.shanghaibistrotw.com

5   Pure offers diners balanced meals 
that are made to order with a balance 
of protein, carbohydrates and healthy 
fats with health conscious diners in 
mind. Foods are made with no artificial 

flavorings or preservatives and include 
natural and organic ingredients when 
possible. 4223 Research Forest Drive, 
Ste. 350. 281-419-3200.  
www.liveandeatpure.com

6   La Trattoria Tuscano owner and 
master Chef Bob ham has used his 
skills he learned at Emerson Culinary 
School to create all original recipes and 
entrees, made to order. The menu offers 
distinctive italian creations, as well as 
traditional favorites, soups, salads and 
pizza. Catering options are also available.  
4223 Research Forest Drive.  
281-419-2252.  
www.latrattoriatuscano.com

Educational

7   Enopi offers private teaching 
lessons for children in English, math, 
writing and critical thinking. Class 
instruction is based around the student’s 
learning pace. Students are taught using 
individualized and colorful worksheets, 
workbooks, audio CDs, colored blocks 
and wooden shapes. Enopi offers 
individualized programs  

that develop critical thinking abilities. 
4223 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 800. 
832-291-4504.  
www.enopiwoodlands.com

Medical

8   New Sound Hearing Aid Center 
offers free hearing evaluations and 
in-office hearing aid repairs. The clinic 
also provides state-of-the-art testing 
technology and a wide range of  
hearing aids to its customers. New 
Sound accepts Medicaid and most 
insurances. 4223 Research Forest Drive, 
Ste. 400. 281-465-9111.  
www.newsoundshearing.com.

9   Kacher Dentistry is a dual-
specialist dentistry that provides 
services in separate areas of the facility 
to children and adults. Adult services 
include general dentistry, bonding, 
veneers, crowns and implants. Children’s 
services include dental emergencies, 
sedations, space maintainers and 
appliances. 4223 Research Forest Drive, 
Ste. 500. 281-292-1605.  
www.kacherdentistry.com.
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Research Forest Dr.
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3335 College Park Drive, Suite 400 • The Woodlands 
936-231-8902 • www.chocolatepunch.com

Private Parties Available
Call Us For DetailsFFFFFFF
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Bring in Your Favorite 
        Bottle of Wine and We Will 
Pair it With the Perfect Chocolate!
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Knitt ing  & Crochet

“Tis The Season to Be Knitting

  Fa La La La Fa La La La”

  Gift Certifi cates Available

  Wishing You a Merry Christmas!
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Looking for that SPECIAL quick gift? We have beautiful knitted socks!

3335 College Park Dr., Suite 450, The Woodlands  • 936-242-1031
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“The Family”
First piece of Woodlands art represents family in nature

I n the early stages of The Wood-
lands’ development in the ear-
ly1970s, before there was an 

ice skating rink at The Wharf or a 
Lighting of the Doves ceremony, the 
community’s planners wanted to 
establish a sense of identity to motor-
ists entering the community.

At the time, their idea was a novel 
one when it came to community 
planning: humans and the natural 
environment living as one. 

That idea was also one they wanted 
to portray stylistically at The Wood-
lands’ gateway. The early developers 
contacted Charles Pebworth, a Texas-
based artist known for his metal and 
wood sculptures, watercolors and 
landscapes.

“He was asked to do something 
that was indicative of what The 
Woodlands was doing with the land 
they had acquired,” said Tony Motto, 
Woodlands Art Tours director. “The 
whole premise of The Woodlands was 
not to come in and bulldoze all the 
trees, and blend naturally with the 
environment.”

Pebworth created a 40-foot tall by 
15-foot wide by 15-foot long welded 
metal sculpture entitled “The Fam-
ily,” located at the southwest corner 
of the Woodlands Parkway entrance 
to The Woodlands. The sculpture was 
unveiled in 1974, the same year The 
Woodlands opened.

Motto said the piece was designed 
to represent precisely what The 
Woodlands’ developers were trying to 
accomplish within the community: a 
family living within nature.

“It is very open-air,” he said. “It is 
very specifically a family; it does have 
some head shapes.”

One of the key concepts of the piece, 
he said, are the 10-inch-by-10-inch 
posts that support the work.

“When you look at the sculpture, 
it has these loops,” he said. “And 
underneath these loops are these posts 
driven into the ground about 8 feet. 
When you look at it, it looks like those 
loops are barely touching the ground. 
That represents the family making 
a very little footprint on the whole 
environment.”

hiSTORY

“The Family,” by Charles Pebworth, was unveiled in 1974, the same 
year The Woodlands opened. 
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By Brian Walzel

“The Family”

By Charles Pebworth
• Unveiled 1974
• 40 feet tall, 15 wide, 15–long
• Woodlands Parkway and i-45

Pebworth created the sculpture with 
the type of steel used in the construc-
tion of rail roads—one that retains 
its structural integrity in all weather 
environments and, over time, forms a 
coat of rust that protects the steel. 

However, in recent years, Motto 
said, “The Family” was re-painted a 
shade of dark brown, which was not 
Pebworth’s intention. 

“He was pretty upset,” Motto said. 
“The idea was to stay natural as much 
as possible.”

As The Woodlands has grown to 
a community of 100,000 in 2012, up 
from 300 in 1974, so too has its collec-
tion of public art. Today, more than 
50 works of public art are on display 
throughout The Woodlands, and 
Motto said “The Family” has perhaps 
lost its distinction. 

He said works such as “The 
Dreamer” at Woodlands Parkway and 
South Panther Creek Drive, and “The 
Rise of Midgard Serpent”— or better 
known as “The Dragon”—in Lake 
Woodlands, have become more well 
known.

Help Megan be heard.
You can help us bridge assistive 
technology for communication 
and learning for the special needs 
community of Montgomery 
County.

Leadership Montgomery County • Class of 2013
6606 FM 1488 • Suite 148-332 • Magnolia, TX 77354
www.LMCforBridgingApps.org

BridgingApps turns
tablets and smart
phones into devices
that help give them 
a voice.

For ticket information to events, golf sponsorships and donations email: 
LMCforBridgingApps@gmail.com
Visit us online at: 
LMCforBridgingApps.org.

BUY TICKETS TODAY

Wine Dinner
Crescent Moon Wine Bar

Thursday • January 24, 2013 • 6-10 PM

Golf Tournament 
Woodlands Country Club
The Palmer Golf Course

Monday • February 18, 2013

Online Donation Site
www.LMCforBridgingApps.org

Chick-Fil-A Spirit Days
20% of Proceeds Benefi t
at the Alden Bridge and 

Magnolia locations
Dec. 12 • Jan. 9 • Feb. 13 • Mar. 13

Class of 2013

Woodlands Parkway

45

Robinson Rd.
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REGiONAL —Abridged stories from our Northwest houston, Katy and Tomball/Magnolia editions Full stories at impactnews.com

Northwest Houston in the midst of a seller’s market
CyFair Unincorporated Harris County 
has seen unprecedented growth in recent 
years as a result of lower land costs, vari-
ous tax abatements and a large percentage 
of undeveloped land—factors that have led 
to an upswing in the Northwest Houston 
housing market. 

As of November, property sales in Hous-
ton have continued to increase for 16 con-
secutive months, which caused enough 
home buying activity in September to 
lower available housing inventories to the 
lowest level since 2002, according to the 
Houston Association of Realtors. 

“This is the longest stretch since a 
37-month stretch that ended in February 
2007 before the recession,” said Wayne 
Stroman, HAR chairman and CEO of Stro-
man Realty. “Demand for homes through-
out Houston continues to outpace supply.”

A seller’s market 
Data compiled by HAR shows an 

increase of 8.7 percent in sales for single-
family homes compared to September 
2011 throughout Houston. The average 
price for single-family homes increased by 
4.7 percent to $220,992—the highest level 

for a September—while the median price 
climbed 6.1 percent to $165,000. The aver-
age home cost in Cypress for 2012 is nearly 
$250,000 compared to just more than 
$222,500 in 2010, according to HAR data. 

The total dollar amount of home sales 
in 2012 increased nearly 14 percent more 
than last year’s $1.1 billion in sales, accord-
ing to HAR data. While some areas of Cy–
Fair saw a decrease in home sales, other 
areas—such as those near Willowbrook, 
Bridgeland and Towne Lake—saw closing 
sales increase more than 80 percent over 
last year. Figures show nearly 50,000 homes 
sold in 2012, but less than 1,500 homes are 
currently available for sale in Cypress.

“Because there are so [few] homes for 
sale, we have found ourselves in a seller’s 
market, which really comes down to the 
scarcity [of homes] and homes that are 
move-in ready, which is what buyers really 
want,” said Colleen Pye, a Cypress Realtor 
with ReMax. “Today’s interest rates are at 
an all-time low. If [a buyer] can purchase, it 
is a whole lot cheaper than renting as we’re 
starting to see prices rise because [Cypress] 
is becoming a hub. So many [residents] are 
coming here from other cities.”
Full story by John Rigg

Top Stories

Tomball For high school graduates, 
traditional four-year college is not always 
the best next step. Magnolia and Tomball 
educators are looking for more ways stu-
dents can earn technical certifications and 
specialized skill sets at the end of a high 
school career.  Magnolia ISD leaders are 
hopeful the next legislative session starting 
in January will open up more possibilities 
for these programs. 

“My entire focus in the next session is 
to make sure students graduate from high 
school prepared for college and better pre-
pared for a career,” said Sen. Dan Patrick, 
R-Houston, and chairman of the Texas 
Senate Education Committee. “Businesses 
are in need of skilled workers.”

Patrick cited the Hwy. 290 project and 
how it has sparked a need for hundreds 
of workers. Among other issues, such as 
STARR results, he said he plans to put more 
emphasis on career preparedness in Texas 
school districts. 

School districts  
prepping students for 
alternative paths

Pathways to success
The National Career Clusters Frame-

work defines 16 pathways  recognized by 
the Texas Education Agency that students 
can choose, which range from architec-
ture and construction to marketing. The 
National Association of State Directors of 
Career Technical Education Consortium 
defines them as an “organizing tool for 
curriculum design” and give students an 
edge in a particular industry. Magnolia 
ISD offers 12 of the 16 clusters, and Tom-
ball ISD offers nine.

“One of our many priorities is for our 
students to succeed academically and in 
the workplace,” said Gary Moss, director of 
Career and Technical Education at TISD.  
Full story by Carrie Thornton

Northwest Harris County remains may be some 
of oldest in country 
Northwest Houston An agreement 
may soon be reached between the 
Texas Department of Transporta-
tion and Harris County regarding the 
future of an ancient archeological site 
along the path of the Grand Parkway 
Segment E. 

Last summer, archeologists 
unearthed 10 separate human burial 
sites thought to be 8,000–14,000 years 
old along the corridor in a registered 
archeological site in the vicinity of 
Cypress Creek. Until then, the site was 
thought to contain ancient artifacts, 
not human remains. 

“This is one of the oldest multiple burial 
sites of human beings in North America,” 
said Glen Van Slyke, Harris County assis-
tant county attorney. “It’s a pretty signifi-
cant discovery.”

After TxDOT found the remains, they 
filed an application in a Harris County dis-
trict court asking for permission to remove 
and reinter them elsewhere in a permanent 
burial place. “We were notified of the court 
filing because the historical commission in 
a county in which remains are found are 
required to get a copy of the lawsuit,” Van 
Slyke said. 
Full story by Marie Leonard

Cedars Mediterranean Grill and Market 
Katy It may be a small 
restaurant in a small strip 
center in an out-of-the-way 
place near Katy, but Cedars 
Mediterranean Grill and 
Market is a big deal for 
those with a taste for 
Middle Eastern fare.

“You must try our hum-
mus,”  owner Ibrahim 
Radwan said. “It is the best 
around.”

Radwan,  his wife Amal, 
and their sons Moham-
mad and Rami run the 

restaurant, making each 
dish from scratch, includ-
ing fresh-baked pita bread, 
a large variety of sweets 
and, of course, hummus.

Radwan is from Pales-
tine, coming to the United 
States in 1987, moving 
to Katy in 1993, opening 
Cedars in 1999 and mov-
ing to the current location 
at 1830 S. Mason Road, Ste. 
160, in 2006.

The menu features a vari-
ety of kabobs, shawarma 

made from beef and lamb 
and chicken, lamb shank, 
gyros and moussaca. 

For appetizers and sides, 
there is baba ghannouj, 
stuffed grape leaves, foule, 
falafel, cabbage rolls and 
pies of meat, spinach or 
cheese. Cedars offers a 
variety of Mediterranean 
salads, vegetable platters 
and wraps. guidelines. The 
food is fresh, organic and 
prepared on the premises.  
Full story by Joe Southern
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Some Magnolia ISD CTE courses lead to profes-
sional certifications in medical fields.

25511 Budde Road | The Woodlands, 77380  | 281.292.6100 | www.brownstoneoffi cecondos.com 

Build Equity;{ {Providing today’s smart business owners with quality offi ce ownership. 
Don’t throw away money each month on rent. Call us and own today! 

NEW!
2,300 sq. ft. 

plan

Dining Profile

Professional Limited Liability Company

281-296-6500 • FBMPLLC.COM
26010 Oakridge, Suite 205, The Woodlands

Thomas M. Fountain, Lisa Bruce 
and Dale Mellencamp
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PERFORM
AT YOUR BEST
Low T Therapy

$399
- Includes Of� ce Visit, Initial blood test
- 2 months of testosterone therapy
- Increase Strength and Endurance
- Increase Libido & Sexual Desire
- Enhance Mood & Well-Being
- Increase Lean Muscle Mass, Increase Energy

GUARANTEED RESULTS on your 
� rst visit or it’s FREE

• Erectile Dysfunction and         
Premature Ejaculation

WOODLANDS: 832-510-2777
1011 Medical Plaza Drive, Suite 230

HOUSTON: 713-588-1416
2630 Fountain View Drive, Suite 409

MensClinicsofAmerica.com
Improving Men’s Health And Performance

Only 
$99
Only 
$99

HOT lanes Ad 10x6.04_4C_OL.indd   1 12/3/12   1:26 PM
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Featured commercial real estate

Grogan’s Ridge Office Condominiums      1,225 sq. ft.
2219 Sawdust Road $24.24/sq. ft./yr.
Agent: Phillip hale        832-683-9430
ShB Development, LLC

REAL ESTATE

Featured listings are randomly selected. If you are a real estate agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no 
cost, please send property information and photo to wdl@impactnews.com. All listings will be considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper. *

The Woodlands Featured center

Property Details:
This award-winning, mixed-use town center features premier 
retailers, restaurant, cinemas, offices and a hotel.

• Size: 560,000 SQ. FT.

• Type: Specialty Mixed-Use

• Partner/Owner: iMi

• Completion: Fall 2006

• Portfolio Type or Status: Own, Manage, Lease

Market Street – The Woodlands
9595 Six Pines Drive, Suite 6390
The Woodlands, TX 77380
Leasing Contact: Manny Steiner, 817-810-5392
Trademark Property

25307 Interstate 45 N, Suite 150
The Woodlands, TX 77380

281-210-0090      info@bandierpartners.com

www.bandierpartners.com      www.bandierinsights.com

A SOCIAL Growth Movement

        Join our new SOCIAL site  www.bandierinsights.com

R BD, C  BD, I  BD.

9303 Pinecroft           3,598 sq. ft.
Agent: Jim Pisula $21.00-$23.00/sq. ft./yr.
Pinecroft Realty, LLC        713-870-6369

4526 Research Forest Drive           2,321 sq. ft.
Agent: Steve Sim $18.00 sq. ft.
Black Forest Ventures, LLC         832-813-7373

Regency at Grogan’s Park           1,350 sq. ft.
7 Grogan’s Park Drive, Ste. 6 $25/sq. ft.
Agent: Jeff Beard        281-367-2220
The J. Beard Real Estate Company

* Disclaimer: Properties were randomly selected from submission s through www.CommGate.com.  
Community Impact Newspaper is not responsible for errors in obtained information.
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REAL ESTATE

Village of Grogan’s Mill 
The Woodlands – 77380

Build-out year: Ongoing
Number of homes: 11,000
Square footage: 1,084–7,034
Home values: $55,000–$1,480,000
Amenities: Sawmill Park & Pool, golf, tennis
Nearby attractions: Woodlands Market Street, 
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

Property taxes:

The Woodlands Township 0.3280000 
Conroe iSD 1.2850000 
Montgomery CO 0.4838000 
Montgomery CO hospital 0.0755000 
Montgomery CO MUD 6 0.1000000 
Lone Star College System 0.1101000 
Total (per $100 value) 2.382400 
  
Schools: 
hailey Elementary (PK-4)
12051 Sawmill Road, The Woodlands

Lamar Elementary (PK-4)
1300 Many Pines, The Woodlands

Wilkerson intermediate (5-6)
12312 Sawmill Road, The Woodlands

McCullough Junior high School (7-8)
3800 South Panther Creek Drive

Knox Junior high School (7-8)
12104 Sawmill Road, The Woodlands

The Woodlands College Park high School (9-12)
3701 College Park Drive, The Woodlands

The Woodlands high School (9-12)
6101 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands

22 Bracken Fern Court  $580,000
3-4 Bedroom/ 3.5 Bath  4,092 sq. ft.
Agent: Cheryle Sanderson, Better homes & Gardens Real 
Estate, Gary Greene–Woodlands Research  281-367-3531

70 Grogan’s Point Road  $675,000
4 Bedroom / 3 Full, 2 half Bath  4,172 sq. ft.
Agent: Steven Johns, Keller Williams Realty
The Woodlands 281-364-1588

263 Saddle Ridge  $910,000
5-6 Bedroom / 5.5 Bath  5,504 sq. ft.
Agent: Kim Grimes, Keller Williams Realty, 
The Woodlands 281-364-1588

206 Tranquil Path Drive  $2,910,000
5-7 Bedroom/7 Full, 2 half Bath
Agent: Peggie Pentecost, Beth Wolff Realtors,  
Real Living  713-622-9339

Data compiled by 
Haley Garcia-Laubenstein

Signature Living Properties
No. of homes 

for sale
No. of homes 

under contract
Avg. days on 
the market

46 15 88

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

144 1,0841/7,792 $55,000/$1,397,799

On the market  (As of October 31, 2012)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (November 1, 2011–October 31, 2012)

Market Data The Woodlands
On the market  (October 1-31)

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market 

77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

Less than $149,999 18/75 9/64 0 1/170 27/69 54/77 24/100

$150,000–$199,999 8/41 10/52 7/13 6/71 25/87 61/97 23/60

$200,000–$299,999 7/62 17/64 15/61 10/97 21/108 40/85 46/95

$300,000–$399,999 2/33 16/62 12/72 15/101 12/118 21/76 17/88

$400,000–$499,999 8/62 15/63 8/5 2/276 1/90 3/55 26/117

$500,000–$599,999 4/53 5/58 14/65 0 1/84 0 12/97

$600,000–$799,999 9/158 8/87 19/79 1/36 1/93 1/16 23/96

$800,000–$999,999 5/150 4/74 17/109 1/269 1/69 0 13/149

$1 million + 22/185 9/163 36/156 1/588 1/522 0 22/210

Month

Number of homes sold/Average Price

77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

Oct 2011 15/$191,685 38/$312,102 49/427,148 18/$253,148 27/$168,755 38,$167,535 37/$270,488

Oct 2012 25/$289,898 52/$335,918 50/$435,475 15/$233,543 33/$233,543 38/$167,535 42/$262,295

Sept 2012 16/$263,821 49/$276,654 67/$412,770 21/$259,408 28/$172,930 70/198,840 45/$285,457

Aug 2012 30/$240,405 73/$294,963 97/$371,598 22/$226,727 20/$159,971 66/$154,309 62/$329,372

Jul 2012 11/$243,000 55/$358,539 77/$468,175 14/$264,858 25/$170,091 56/$181,560 45/$322,684

Jun 2012 14/$448,866 57/$361,117 110/$438,341 25/$262,566 28/$172,932 54/$164,926 52/$340,821

May 2012 24/$480,000 62/$361,000 63/$425,000 19/$259,000 22/$151,000 71/$179,000 44/$291,000

Apr 2012 22/$267,544 57/$361,467 65/$469,439 18/$248,007 21/$154,107 62/$216,842 39/$328,238

Mar 2012 15/$532,000 44/$305,000 56/$425,000 24/$282,000 26/$137,000 66/$172,000 48/$370,000

Monthly home sales
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66 Downy Willow
The Woodlands • $319,0008505 TECHNOLOGY FOREST PLACE, SUITE 803  |  THE WOODLANDS, TEXAS 77381

Please see our website for individual agent 
contact information on properties

www.SignatureLivingProperties.com

R E A L  E S TAT E  C O N S U LT I N G  AT  I T S  F I N E S T

75 S Player Manor 
The Woodlands • $1,195,000

4415 Tropper Ct
Benders Landing Estates • $795,000

27 Player Oak
The Woodlands • $750,000

158 N Taylor Point
The Woodlands • $574,500

75 N Crescendo Path
The Woodlands • $355,000

Haley Garcia-Laubenstein
Broker/Owner

haley@haleygarcia.com
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