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More projects planned 
as city sees gains in 
sales tax revenue

Shenandoah cashes in with commercial development

Despite enhanced patrols, Woodlands ranks behind similar cities

Concerns raised over county 
law enforcement commitment

By Brian Walzel 
With the majority The Woodlands 

residents paying both the township and 
Montgomery County for law enforcement 
services, there is some concern among 
township directors that The Woodlands is 
not getting its fair share of noncontracted 
police protection. Although the township 
has been proactive in enhancing its law 
enforcement services through a special 
contract agreement with the Montgomery 
County Sheriff ’s Office, the sheriff ’s office 
allocation of deputies is significantly less in 
The Woodlands than it is in other county 
districts. 

“I think the level of patrolling we have is 
adequate,” township director Gordy Bunch 
said. “My concern is with the level of ser-
vice we’re being provided. How much is 
being paid for in the township and county 
taxes? We’re paying the county for protec-
tion for law enforcement and repaying [the 

township] to provide the same service.”
The township property tax rate is 31.73 

cents per $100 of property valuation, of 
which 8.34 cents is allocated to law enforce-
ment. That revenue pays for the township 
to employ about 83 Montgomery County 
Sheriff ’s Office deputies to exclusively 
patrol The Woodlands. 

Residents also pay a Montgomery 
County tax rate of 48.38 cents per $100 of 
property valuation. Of that amount, 16.64 
cents helps fund the Montgomery County 
Sheriff ’s Office. According to the sher-
iff ’s office, six noncontract deputies are 
assigned to The Woodlands. Meanwhile, 
the other five districts within the county 
have, on average, 26 patrol deputies.

For its 2012-13 budget, the township 
allocated $10.9 million for law enforce-
ment personnel coverage from the Mont-
gomery County Sheriff ’s Office, the Mont-
gomery County Constable’s Office, the 

By Andrea Bolt
Although it has a population of 

only about 2,200 people, Shenan-
doah has established itself as a 
major player in the area’s com-
mercial market while also experi-
encing strong real estate growth. 
In the coming year, the city will 
add four office complexes, at 
least two hotels, multiple restau-
rants and the new Eastwood Vil-
lage and David Weekly real estate 

developments, with land to spare. 
“Anytime you have good devel-

opment going on, commercial 
or residential, it benefits the sur-
rounding city and its residents,” 
Greg Smith, city administrator, 
said. “We’re very excited to have 
growth like this happening.” 

Planned development
According  to the City of 

Shenandoah’s comprehensive plan, 
only 3 percent of the city’s land has 
been zoned for office space, mak-
ing the incoming Vision Park office 
projects a significant boost to the 
city’s commercial development. 

The Vision Park development will 
consist of four medical and profes-
sional office buildings along Vision 
Park Boulevard, just west of I-45. 

Granite Properties will con-
struct Granite Vision Park, an 
eight-story, 200,000-square-foot 
office structure, complete with 
on-site deli, fitness center and 
parking garage. 

Pine Forest Office Park will 
be located just south of Reliant 
Rehabilitation Hospital and will 
house several office condo build-
ings at 5,000-square feet each. The 
single-story condos will be leased 

Harris County Sheriff ’s Office and the Har-
ris County Constable’s Office. Montgomery 
County budgeted $15.5 million in county-
wide law enforcement salaries for its 2012-
13 budget.

County allocation
The Woodlands began its partnership 

of contracting additional officers with the 
Montgomery County Sheriff ’s Office in 
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The Portofino shopping center on I-45 has been one of the primary revenue genera-
tors for the City of Shenandoah. 

Compared to other cities with similar populations, The Woodlands has a lower ratio 
of officers per 1,000 people. This shows a comparison between The Woodlands and 
five other cities.

WIChITa FallS

Population: 103,931
Police Officers: 201

Officers per 1,000: 1.9

1.9

Police and Population 

ROund ROCk

Population: 104,664
Police Officers: 150

Officers per 1,000: 1.4

1.4

MCkInney

Population: 131,000
Police Officers: 162

Officers per 1,000: 1.2

1.2

RIChaRdSOn

Population: 101,742
Police Officers: 150

Officers per 1,000: 1.4

1.4

The WOOdlandS

Population: 100,670
Police Officers: 89.5
Officers per 1,000: .9

.9

FRISCO

Population: 117,000
Police Officers: 144

Officers per 1,000: 1.2

1.2

Sources: Cities of Wichita Falls, Richardson, Round Rock, McKinney, Frisco and The Woodlands Township. 
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Homes priced from the $200’s to more than $4 million • 281-719-6333 • TheWoodlands.com
TAKE I-45 TO WOODLANDS PARKWAY, GO WEST ON WOODLANDS PARKWAY TO THE HOMEFINDER CENTER.

Come Home to the Best-Selling
Community in Texas*.

Come Home to the Best-SellingCome Home to the Best-Selling

Homes within The Woodlands are constructed and sold by builders not affi liated with The Woodlands Development Company 
(TWDC) or any of its affi liates, companies or partnerships. Neither TWDC nor any of its affi liated companies or partnerships 
guarantees or warrants the obligations of, or construction by, such builders. Prices and specifi cations subject to change. Obtain 
the Property Report required by Federal law and read it before signing anything. No Federal agency has judged the merits or 
value, if any, of this property. Membership fees may be required. * According to RCLCO’s list of Top-Selling MPCs for 2011.  10/12
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Top 10 in the Houston Metro Area.

St. Luke’s  
The Woodlands Hospital ...

To find a physician, call 832-355-4343

Being named one of the Top 10 hospitals in the Houston Metro Area and receiving recognition  

as high-performing in neurology & neurosurgery and orthopedics is an honor.  

Yet, what’s truly impressive is not the praise, but the people who’ve earned it — the doctors,  

nurses and staff who give our patients their best, year after year.

And to our patients and their loved ones, we thank you for the trust you place in us.  

You’re the reason we never stop reaching further and striving to be even better.

StLukesWoodlands.com/USNews
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Who benefits most from standardized testing?
The State

40.74%
School Districts

29%
Other

22.22%
Students 

7.41%
Teachers

0%
Results from an unscientific web survey, collected 10/10/12–11/2/12

How should the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office 
allocate its patrol deputies?

By population
By highest crime areas
By property tax contribution
By geographic size
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Connect Online

Check out the new and improved 
impactnews.com

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/wdl-facebook

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_wdl

Find local coupons online at  
impactdeals.com

Easily browse or search news articles from your 
community or across the state.

Stay informed with daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information.

Learn about upcoming events with the community  
calendar.

Make your voice heard by commenting on articles or 
participating in online polls.

 Our September issue 
focused on the tremendous 
growth in The Woodlands in 
commercial and residential 
development and how tour-
ism impacts that growth. The 

entire area continues to benefit from the ameni-
ties that our community offers for companies 
that move here. ExxonMobil and ancillary 
companies that are moving to The Woodlands 
and surrounding communities ensure that our 
growth pattern will continue for many years to 
come.
 Have you driven down Vision Park Boule-
vard lately? Besides the prominent roundabout, 
you will find a significant boom in development, 
including an eight-story office building with a 
parking garage and several new office and medi-
cal facilities. Shenandoah is experiencing a total 
makeover, including neighborhood sidewalks, 
pathways, gutters and storm drains. Expect 
significant growth to continue in commercial, 

retail, including more restaurants, and new 
residential projects. The growth in Shenandoah 
complements the growth in The Woodlands 
and helps make our community one of the most 
desirable in the country.
 This issue includes informative historical sto-
ries about Tamina, a small community that was 
formed more than a century ago by the overflow 
of workers from the Conroe lumber mills and 
the “bigger-than-life” Don Gebert, who estab-
lished Interfaith of The Woodlands. If you think 
of other historical topics and/or people you’d 
like to know about please let us know.
 Community Impact Newspaper is dedicated to 
covering the local news that is important to you. 

On the town
 
Metro Hotspots:  
Sugar Land
This month’s metro hotspot 
focuses on Sugar Land, and 
several of its fun and family-
friendaly activities. 

impactnews.com/houston-metro/on-the-town

Poll Questions
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Now Open

1  Offering Mediterranean and Greek 
cuisine, as well as catering options, 
Lama Cafe is now open at 1500 Research 
Forest Drive, Ste. 100. The menu includes 
a variety of kabobs, soups, salads and 
sandwiches. 281-292-5262,  
www.lamacafe.com

2  Following a fall 2011 fire that destroyed 
the original store, Garden Ridge has re-
opened at 16778 I-45 S., Conroe. The store 
sells a large selection of home décor, art, 
seasonal and holiday decorations, home 
furnishings, housewares and kitchenware. 
281-203-3305, www.gardenridge.com

3  The second Woodlands location 
of Sakekawa Japanese restaurant has 
opened at 4221 Research Forest Drive. The 
restaurant offers Japanese fusion creations, 
including hibachi, sushi and sashimi, as 
well as boxed dinners. 281-298-9188,  
www.sakekawa.com 

4  Cadence Bank,  a Houston-based 
financial services organization, opened 
at 9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 1500,  in 
October. Cadence offers personal, business 
and commercial banking services as well 

as financial management, investment and 
trust services. 281-298-2150,  
www.cadencebank.com

5  Now open at 19073 I-45 N., Any 
Lab Test Now provides a variety of lab 
testing, including paternity testing, teen 
drug testing, college student health and 
wellness and testosterone testing. No 
appointment or insurance is necessary. 
832-813-8141. www.anylabtestnow.com 

6  CoffeeIcon.com, which sells a variety 
of coffees as well as cups, teas, sweeteners 
and brewing equipment, opened its second 
location at 6606 FM 1488, Magnolia, in 
October. CoffeeIcon.com offers a large 
selection of cups including Starbucks, 
Keurig, Green Mountain Coffee, Tassimo 
and Nestle, as well as specialty roasted 
coffees. The original location is at 18029 
Hufsmith Kohrville Road, Tomball. 
Products will be sold at both locations, and 
customers can also purchase items online. 
281-378-4678, www.coffeeicon.com

7  Amerejuve MedSpa, which specializes 
in cosmetic and non-surgical skin 
treatments, opened at 4747 Research 
Forest Drive, Ste. 155, in late September. 
Amerejuve has six Houston area locations 

and also offers laser hair removal for 
men and women. The business has a 
partnership with Red Circle, which 
offers personalized weight management 
programs. 713-960-6262,  
www.amerejuve.com 

8  Optimum Emergency Room opened 
Nov. 1 at 4524 Research Forest Drive. 
Optimum Emergency Room staffs all 
board-certified emergency doctors and 
staff and offers a full range of medical 
emergency services, including X-rays, 
CAT scans, lab work and ultrasounds. The 
facility is open 24 hours per day, seven 
days per week. 281-719-0363,  
www.optimumemergency.com

9  Berkeley Eye Center has opened at the 
Medical Arts Center Building III, located 
at 17540 St. Luke’s Way, Ste. 100. The 
facility offers Lasik eye surgery, general eye 
care and a full-service optical department. 
Dr. Matthew McCauley has experience 
performing cataract, phakic intraocular 
lens, laser and refractive surgery.  
281-363-3443,  
www.berkeleyeye.com 

10 The Woodlands Soccer City, at 
2590 FM 1488, offers two large indoor 
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Admission Tours

our
Horizon is
CHAnging

www.joHnCooper.org
281.367.0900

The horizon of The John Cooper 
School campus is changing with 

an exciting construction project in 
the Lower School. 

A new 16,000-square-foot facility will 
open in the Fall of 2013 to house all 
fifth grade classrooms plus science, 

Spanish, visual arts, music and 
computer labs. This expansion will 

create more classrooms and 
facilitate additional new openings 

in the lower grade levels. 
The John Cooper school has been a 
leader in PK-12 independent school 

education  in The Woodlands for 
25 years. Join us on campus to learn 

more at an upcoming Admission 
event and experience Cooper 

for yourself.

Nov. 14  & Dec. 12
(or call for an appointment)

9:30 am • Performing Arts Center

pK-12 open House
January 26, 2013

2 pm • Performing Arts Center
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Rayford Rd.

College Park Dr.

fields, space for one future outdoor turf 
field, practice fields for clubs and teams, 
the latest technology in artificial turf, 
tempered glass for good spectator viewing 
and the ability to host children’s birthday 
and soccer-themed parties. The facility 
also features a business conference room, 
concessions, and provides access to various 
leagues, clinics, camps and tournament for 
all ages and abilities. 936-441-4625,  
www.woodlandssoccercity.com

Coming Soon

 11  Children’s Learning Adventure is 
scheduled to open in the first quarter  
of 2013 at 3709 College Park Drive.  
The 26,000-square-foot academy features 
an indoor basketball court, movie  
theater, science lab, mock television 
studio, technology center and art studio.  
Classes and programs are available to 
children ages 6 weeks to 12 years old.  
888-556-8435,  
www.childrenslearningacademy.com

12  Specialty home decor and gift shop, 
Kirklands, will celebrate the grand 
opening of a new store Nov. 10 and 11 at 
Wood Ridge Plaza, 27842 I-45 S. The two-
day celebration will showcase Kirkland 
decoration items and local interior 
designer Michelle Dixon will provide 
customers with personalized design 
consultation. Two $50 gift cards will also 
be given away. www.kirklands.com

13  Scheduled to open at 30420 FM 2978, 
Ste. 440, School of Rock offers music 
lessons for children ages 7–18, including 
guitar, bass guitar, keyboard, drums and 
singing. Services also include lessons and 
camps. 866-695-5515,  
www.schoolofrock.com 

14  Landmark of Magnolia apartments 
is set to open in spring of 2013 at 5402 FM 
1488, Magnolia. The apartment homes will 
feature 1-, 2- and 3-bedroom apartments. 
713-855-3814,  
www.mylandmarkhome.com. 

15  Sydney Nail & Spa will open at 3759 
FM 1488, Ste. 800. The spa’s services 

include complete nail services, waxing, 
skin care and massage therapy.  
www.sydneynailsandspa.com

16  Located on Mall Ring Road at The 
Woodlands Mall, Jared jewelry store will 
open in the late fall or early winter. Jared 
sells engagement and wedding rings, 
diamonds, gemstones, watches and custom 
jewelry. www.jared.com

Relocation

17  Fat Ogre Games & Comics has 
relocated from 1440 Sawdust Road to  
525 Sawdust Road, Ste. 101. The store 
sells comic books, graphic novels, trade 
paperbacks, role playing games, card 
games, dice, board games, miniatures, 
paints, collectible toys and statues and 
sports cards. 281-292-8444, 
www.fatogre.com. 

18  The Woodlands Comcast service 
center has relocated to 1501 Lake 
Robbins, Ste. 180. The store provides on-
site customer service care with Comcast 
products, subscriptions, services and bill 
pay. 713-341-1000, www.comcast.com

Anniversary

19  Husband and wife owners Ed and 
Susan Scruggs are celebrating the one-
year anniversary of opening Art Outlet 
at 27510 I-45 S., Oak Ridge North. Art 
Outlet offers a wide selection of painting 
styles, sizes and subjects. The store offers 
more than 2,000 paintings and 3,000 
frames. 281-292-0498.  
www.artoutletwoodlands.com. 

Renovation 

20 The Woodlands Residence Inn 
Lake Front, 1040 Lake Front Circle, 
has announced the completion of a 
comprehensive property renovation 
including upgraded guestrooms, fitness 
room, business center and indoor and 
outdoor public areas. Guestrooms at the 
90-suite property have been transformed 
with new furnishings, bath amenities 
and kitchen appliances. 

                    E
NDS NOVEMBER 30TH

Heirloom Rugs Crafted for Future Generations | Expert Cleaning & Repair 
 Call Today for Pricing, Pick-up & Delivery Options

FALL SALE IN PROGRESS!  WHERE SERVICE IS ANeveryday affair
281-364-9799 | 1640 Lake Woodlands Dr. | www.WoodlandsRugGallery.com

Kirklands will open nov. 10 at 27842 I-45 S. 

ed Scruggs, along with his wife, Susan, are celebrating the one-year anniversary of opening Art Outlet.

19
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The Woodlands Soccer City is now open at 2590 FM 1488. 

10

Lama Cafe has opened at 1500 Research Forest. 
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CALENDAR

Nov 10–11, 17  Holiday Events
By Molly Waddell

The Woodlands ice Rink opens for a preview weekend in conjunction with the 17th Annual 
Children’s Festival to showcase the holiday activities offered in The Woodlands Town Center.

“it is a good opportunity for residents to see what the ice rink has to offer through our entire 
season,” said Megan Lichenstein, The Woodlands Township event coordinator.

During the preview weekend, the ice rink opens from 10 a.m.–11p.m. Nov. 10 and noon–7 
p.m. Nov 11. Tickets are $10.50 for an adult two-hour skate session and $6 for children five 
and under.

The ice rink, which is the largest seasonal outdoor skating rink in the southwest, opens daily 
on Nov. 17 and will run through Jan. 21.

Meanwhile, the 30th annual Lighting of the Doves and the 6th annual iWOW (international 
Winter on the Waterway) are held on Nov. 17. Those events will take place at Town Green 
Park and along the Woodlands Waterway from 3–9 p.m. interactive booths and games, a 
snow play area, balloon artists, fireworks and much more are featured at the event. iWOW 
showcases holiday traditions from several other countries at exhibits along the Waterway.

The evening is filled with festive live music and entertainment for the entire family.

Entrance is free, and tickets for food, concessions and games can be purchased on site.

Also kicking off its holiday theme on Nov. 17 is the Fountains at Waterway Square. The 
fountains are synched to holiday classics including, “Frosty the Snowman,” “Winter 
Wonderland” and “Jingle Bells.”

The performances are held every 15 minutes from 12–2 p.m. and from 6–11 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. The performances are from noon–11 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays.

Donoho’s Jewelers Winter Wonderland, surrounding the ice rink, features lighted storybook 
scenes, toy soldiers, elves, doves, musical angels and snowmen every night beginning Nov. 
17 and is open from dusk until 11 p.m. The Winter Wonderland will be open through Jan. 21.

Sparkling holiday lights can be found nearby at Town Green Park. Lighted holiday displays 
are among rows of brightly lit trees and holiday scenes such as doves and snowflakes. The 
displays are lit from 5:30 p.m.–midnight until Jan. 4.

Admission to the Fountains and Winter Wonderland is free. The ice rink admission prices vary 
by day. The ice rink is located at the northeast corner of Lake Robbins and Six Pines Drive. 
Town Green Park, 2099 Lake Robbins Drive. 281-363-2447.  
www.holidayinthewoodlands.com
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The Woodlands Town Center will be the site for a variety of holiday activities, including ice skating 
and the Winter Wonderland lighted park.

Holidays in The WoodlandsNovember

9 Signature Author Series
The John Cooper School hosts international 
best-selling novelist Kathryn Stockett, author 
of “The help,” for the eighth annual Signatures 
Author Series luncheon. Tate Taylor, director 
of the film adaptation of the movie, will 
accompany Stockett. The luncheon features 
a variety of local authors, a private reception 
for lead sponsors, book signings and the 
silent auction of a chair signed by Stockett. A 
portion of the proceeds from the event will be 
donated to the Montgomery County Women’s 
Center and Literacy Volunteers of America-
Montgomery County. 10:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. 
$100. The Woodlands Waterway Marriott hotel 
and Convention Center, 1601 Lake Robbins 
Drive. 281-367-0900, www.johncooper.org

10 Diabetes Walk
The JDRF Walk to Cure Diabetes brings 
people together in a healthy activity with the 
goal to help cure diabetes. The event includes 
a 5K walk and is hosted by the houston Gulf 
Coast Chapter of JDRF. 7:30 a.m. Fundraising 
requested to participate. The Woodlands 
United Methodist Church, 2200 Lake 
Woodlands Drive. 281-253-9561,  
www.woodlandschamber.org

10 3R Bazaar
in celebration of America Recycles Day, The 
Woodlands Township hosts the 3R Bazaar and 
Compost Fair. The event provides Woodlands 
residents an opportunity to bring their 
recyclables to the community’s environmental 
services facility for recycling. The event also 
features Shred Day, in which residents may 
bring in paper to be shredded and Recycled 
Boutique, which features products and goods 
made from recyclables. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Free. 
The Woodlands Township Parks, Recreation 
and Environmental Services Facility, 8203 
Millennium Forest Drive. 281-210-3900,  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

10 Arts & Crafts Fair
The Panther Creek Merchants’ Association 
hosts the 27th annual Arts & Crafts Fair at the 
Panther Creek Shopping Center. More than 
100 booth spaces will be placed around the 
sidewalks of the shopping center to allow 
shoppers the opportunity to spend the day 
shopping among the highest quality arts 
and crafts. New merchants and returning 
favorites are screened for product quality and 
originality. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. Free. Panther Creek 
Village Center, Woodlands Parkway at West 
Panther Creek Drive. 281-298-6550,  
www.panthercreekmerchants.com

10 Civil War march
in celebration of the 150th anniversary of the 
Civil War, Lone Star College-Montgomery 
hosts a re-enactment march of of the Vi Union 
Army Corps to the Battle of Gettysburg. 
More than 400 students and citizens from the 
community are participating in the three-and-
a-half mile route on the Montgomery Campus. 
Local residents can come as participants or 
form their own unit of 12–14 people. 9 a.m.–12 
p.m. Free. LSC-Montgomery, 3200 College 
Park Drive, Conroe. 832-813-6500. 

Four
Private Dining

Rooms

FOR RESERVATIONS AND 
INFORMATION CALL

2 8 1 . 3 6 2 . 0 8 0 8
WWW.AMERIGOS.COM

25250 GROGANS PARK DRIVE THE 
WOODLANDS, 77380

BOOK A PRIVATE ROOM TODAY 

SEATING UP TO 15, 25, 35, 40 OR 
75 COMFORTABLY

ALL IN BEAUTIFUL HOLIDAY DECOR

SSSSEEEEAAAATTTTIIIINNNNGGGG UUUUPPPP TTTTOOOO 11115555 22225555 33335555 44440000 OOOORRRR

THE EVENT
OF THE 
YEAR . . .

HOSTED AT
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10–11 Children’s Festival
The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion is 
transformed into a giant playground of fun for 
the young and young at heart. Award-winning 
children’s performers who educate and 
entertain thousands of kids during two days of 
activities. The festival features music, dancing, 
comedy acts, arts and crafts, games, hands-
on activities and face painting. Activities 
include the Activity Tent, healthy KidZone, 
Adventure Zone, Fun Zone and at the top of 
the hill where kids can fly a kite, pan for gold 
and play in the sand. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. (Nov. 10), 
noon–5 p.m. (Nov. 11). $8 (advance tickets), 
$10 (at the door). The Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion, 2005 Lake Robbins Drive. 281-363-
3300. www.woodlandscenter.org
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16–18 Woodlands Celebrity Golf 
Classic
The 24th annual Woodlands Celebrity Golf 
Classic, hosted by PGA Tour professional and 
Woodlands resident Jeff Maggert, benefits 
Montgomery County Youth Services. The 
event includes a Nov. 16 ViP Sponsor Party, 
and a Nov. 17 gala held at The Woodlands 
Waterway Marriott hotel and Convention 
Center. The gala also includes a silent auction. 
8 a.m. (registration for golf on Nov. 18), 10 
a.m. (tournament begins). $350 (individual 
registration), sponsorships available. The 
Woodlands Country Club, 100 Grand Fairway 
Drive. 936-522-8839, www.youthmc.org

16–18 Junior League Holiday Market
The 10th annual Junior League holiday 
Market offers shoppers items such as flower 
arrangements, personalized gifts and holiday 
ornaments. The market also features cookies 
with the Clauses, in which kids can get 
their picture taken with Mr. and Mrs. Claus 
and visit the cookie buffet and craft station.
Tickets for this event are extra. All proceeds 
benefit programs that the Junior League of 
North harris and South Montgomery Counties 
support. Strollers are welcome Nov 16 and 17 
after 2 p.m. and all day Nov. 18. 9 a.m.–6 p.m. 
(Nov. 16–17), 10 a.m.–4 p.m. (Nov. 18), $12 
(one day ticket). 281-376-5754.  
www.jlnhsmc.org

17 Walk to Stop Diabetes
The Step Out: Walk to Stop Diabetes is the 
American Diabetes Associations’ largest 
annual fundraising campaign. The event is 
open to all ages and fitness levels to take part 
in the family friendly, non-competitive 3K walk 
and 5K run. Pets and strollers are welcome 
on the 3K route. The event also includes a 
health and fitness festival, health screenings, 
music, games and crafts. 7:30 a.m. Donations 
requested to participate. Northshore Park, 
2505 Lake Woodlands Drive. 713-977-7706,  
www.diabetes.org/stepouthouston

17–18 Fair Trade Market
The Fair Trade Global Market gives shoppers 
an opportunity to indulge in their love of 
shopping while simultaneously helping 
international communities. The market 
features products from local farmers, 
artists, craft workers and citizens from 
underprivledged and developing countries. 
The purchase of certified Fair Trade items, 
such as jewelry, coffee, chocolate, household 
items and textiles helps, eliminate exploitation 
and dependence on foreign aid while 
providing a positive impact on communities. 
10 a.m.–5 p.m. (Nov. 17), 9 a.m.–1 p.m. (Nov. 
18). Free. Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 3801 
S. Panther Creek Drive. 281-367-7016,  
www.lordoflifeonline.org

22 Run Through The Woods
A holiday tradition in The Woodlands Town 
Center, the 23rd annual Thanksgiving Day 
event. Sponsored by GE is a race/walk 
designed for all ages and levels of fitness. 
This year’s event is expected to draw more 
than 7,000 participants, spectators and 
volunteers. Proceeds benefit youth charities 
in Montgomery County, including the 
South Montgomery County YMCA Partners 
Scholarship program, Conroe iSD Operation 
Graduation, Conroe iSD Air Force Junior 
ROTC and the Education Outreach Program. 
7:45 a.m. Donations requested to participate. 
The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion,  
2005 Lake Robbins Drive. 281-367-9622, 
www.runthruthewoods.org
 

30 Battle of the Bands
The 2012 Battle of the Bands, hosted by The 
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Live music

Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion
2005 Lake Robbins Drive 
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300 
www.woodlandscenter.org

November

10  17th annual Children’s Festival, 10 a.m.
11  17th annual Children’s Festival, noon
December

 7   houston Symphony holly Jolly  
Symphony Spectacular, 7:30 p.m.

Dosey Doe Big Barn
25911 I-45 N. • www.doseydoe.com

November

 8  Ronnie Law, 8:30 p.m.
 9  Larry Joe Taylor, 8:30 p.m.
10   Guy Clark, 8:30 p.m.
11   Taj Mahal, 7:30 p.m.
13  Thom Shepherd, 8 p.m.
15   Glen and Grant-Lee Phillips, 8:30 p.m.
16   Al Stewart, 8:30 p.m.
17   Sean McConnell, 8:30 p.m.
18   The Black Lillies, 7:30 p.m.
24   A Peter White Christmas featuring  

Rick Braun and Mindi Abair, 8:30 p.m. 
27   Kevin Russell, 8 p.m.
28   Betty La Vette, 8 p.m.
27   Tab Benoit, 8:30 p.m.
30   Guy Forsyth and Carolyn Wonderland, 

8:30 p.m.

Dosey Doe Music Cafe
463 FM 1488 • www.doseydoe.com

November

 8 The Waymores, 8:30 p.m.
 9  Malcomb holcombe, 8:30 p.m.
10   Joe Ely, 8:30 p.m.
16   Midnight River Choir, 8:30 p.m.
17   Mike Zito and Band, 8:30 p.m.
23   The Classic Jazz Quartet, 8:30 p.m.
24   Darden Smith, 8:30 p.m.
28   Tory Tompkins, 8 p.m.
30   Josh Grider Band

Main Street Crossing
111 W. Main St., Tomball • 281-290-0431

www.mainstreetcrossing.com

November

 8 The hard Road Trio, 8 p.m.
 9  Ezra Charles Band, 8 p.m.
14   Billy Joe Shaver, 8 p.m.
15   Phoebe hunt, 8 p.m.
16  Sierra Bernal, Lauren Galloway, Sam 

hardin, Kaylie King, 8 p.m.
17  Slaid Cleaves, 8 p.m.
21  Jarrod Birmingham, 8 p.m.
23  The hems with Matt harlan, 8 p.m.
28  Charlie Robison, 8 p.m.
29  Jim Sloan and his Country Allstars, 8 p.m.

December

 8 Deryl Dodd, George Ducas, 8 p.m.
 9  blacktopGYPSY with The Clarkes, 8 p.m.
14   hamilton Loomis, 8 p.m.

Find more or submit The Woodlands events at  
www.impactnews.com/the-woodlands/calendar.

To have The Woodlands events included in the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by the fourth Friday of the 
month.

Online Calendar

Woodlands Township, features local youth 
music acts. This event is a rescheduled event 
from its original date of Sept. 28. The deadline 
for submitting applications has been extended 
to Nov. 9. 7 p.m. $15 (band registration), 
free to attend. The Woodlands Township 
Recreation Center, 5310 Research Forest 
Drive. 281-210-3800,  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

30–Dec.1 St. Nick’s Market
St. Nicks Market features a variety of 
items from personalized children’s gifts, 
to handmade jewelry and unique religious 
items. More than 50 vendors are available 
to shoppers. Christmas music is played 
and cookies and coffee is served during the 
event. Santa is also making an appearance 
to entertain children. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. (Nov. 
30), 10 a.m.–5 p.m. (Dec. 1) Free. St. Anthony 
of Padua Catholic School Gym, 7801 Bay 
Branch Drive. 281-296-0300.  
www.staopcs.org
 

December

Worth the drive

1 Sugar Plum Market 
The Montgomery County Sugar Plum Market 
features more than 100 vendors offering items 
ranging from children’s clothing, to holiday 
items to iron decor. it features many items 
that cannot be found at typical retailers.The 
deadline for vendors to sign up is Nov. 25. 
9 a.m.–5 p.m. Free. Lone Star Convention 
Center, 9055 Airport Road, Conroe. 281-610-
8577. 

3 NFK Cadillac Golf Classic 
 The NFK Cadillac Golf Classic is one of 
the nation’s premier amateur golf events for 
charity. Funds raised from the tournament 
benefit the National Kidney Foundation. 
The winning team qualifies for the Kidney 
Foundation Cadillac Golf Classic at Pebble 
Beach, Calif. 11 a.m.–8 p.m. $2,000 (team  
of four). The Woodlands Country Club  
Palmer Course, 100 Grand Fairway Drive. 
713-252-9462. www.kidney.org 

1,8,15,22 Caroling on the Square
Two groups of carolers are singing each night 
of Caroling on the Square at The Woodlands 
Waterway Square: the Richmond Carolers  
and the Merry Minstrels. Santa makes a 
special appearance on Dec. 1 and Dec. 22. 
Free. 6-8 p.m. Waterway Square, off of Lake 
Robbins Drive. 281-363-2447.  
www.visitthewoodlands.com

7 Holly Jolly Symphony 
The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion hosts 
the holly Jolly Symphony. Ring in the holidays 
with a celebration as the houston Symphony 
performs holiday classics and popular carols. 
7:30 p.m. $15 (orchestra seating), free 
(mezzanine and lawn seating). 2005 Lake 
Robbins Drive. 281-363-3300. 
www.woodlandscenter.org
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Black Forest Ventures project expands corporate air travel options

Black Forest Venture’s new Galaxy FBO will open at lone Star executive airport next summer.
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Galaxy FBO 
10013 Military drive, Conroe
936-494-4252
www.galaxyfbo.com

• Lone Star Executive Airport – 20 min.
• Bush Intercontinental – 25 min.
• Hooks Airport – 25 min.
• Hobby Airport – 50 min.
• West Houston Airport – 50 min.
• Sugar Land Regional Airport – 70 min.
• Houston Executive Airport – 70 min.

Distance from The Woodlands

By Brian Walzel
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FM 3083

Research Forest

Galaxy FBO
hawthorne

Corporate travelers in and around The 
Woodlands area will soon have more 
options when it comes to flying. Black For-
est Ventures recently announced its acqui-
sition of Galaxy Air Services FBO, LLC. 
The purchase of Galaxy is part of Black 
Forest Venture and Montgomery County’s 
plans to expand private air travel at Lone 
Star Executive Airport in Conroe.

“We have a long-term strategic vision 
and as The Woodlands grows, and as 
Montgomery County and Conroe in par-
ticular grow, we think there is a need for a 
high-end FBO [fixed-base operation] facil-
ity that more and more corporate travelers 
will use,” said Jonathan Hitchcock, chief 
financial officer for Black Forest Ventures.

Scott Smith, director for Lone Star 
Executive Airport, said the county was 
looking to expand the airport’s operation 
to the southeast and sought out interested 
developers. 

Black Forest Ventures was chosen after 
a formal Request for Proposal process and 
entered into a 40-year lease of 15 acres. 
Smith said Black Forest also has the option 
of extending the lease and including 
another 75 acres for future development.

Galaxy FBO, which opened in 2006, 
will be relocated to the expanded portion 
of Lone Star Airport, Hitchcock said. The 
entire Black Forest project will include 
80,000 square feet of hangar space, a 
lounge area, flight planning rooms, work 
stations and private meeting rooms, a 
Black Walnut Cafe restaurant, Hubbell & 
Hudson gourmet catering, covered parking 
and car detailing.

Smith said the airport has seen an 
increase in demand for hangar space 
and corporate aircraft. The airport has 
increased its base of private jets from two 
to 16 in the past five years, he said.

“It’s a reflection of what’s going on 
with business in this area from Beltway 
8 through The Woodlands and Conroe,” 
Smith said.

Gil Staley, president of the South 

Montgomery County Woodlands Area 
Economic Development Partnership, said 
with the rapid growth of corporate offices 
and business relocations in The Wood-
lands, more of a need has developed for 
private aircraft use.

“You have to have an airport that is 
intended for the corporate type of travel 
and for those private aircraft that serve 
those corporations, you need a facility like 
this to compete,” he said. “The value that 
brings to our corporate aviation market is 
critical.”

The EDP is, in part, charged with entic-
ing business to either open or relocate 
to the South Montgomery County/

Woodlands area. Staley said the improved 
airport will serve as a key component.

“We look at [Galaxy FBO] as yet another 
tool we can use when we try to recruit 
companies here,” he said.

Smith said for the past 15 years Lone 
Star Airport has served as a general avia-
tion airport, meaning it does not serve 
commercial or military flights, but instead 
business and recreational aviation. The 
demand for more private aircraft use 
prompted the county to expand the air-
port’s operations and capacity.

Hitchcock said the development will be 
a catalyst for further development for both 
Black Forest Ventures and the county, and 
the project will likely spur job growth in 
the area. Site work for the project began 
about two months ago and site preparation 
is about one month from being competed.

“Construction could hopefully wind 
down by July or August of next year,” 
Hitchcock said.

Service at the new Galaxy FBO could 
begin by early fall. 

“The value [the airport] brings  
to our corporate aviation market  

is critical.”
—Scott Smith Director,  

Lone Star Executive Airport

San Jacinto River

Galaxy FBO at  
Lone Star Executive Airport

CONROE
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Orthodontist 
in Montgomery County

2012

Jeff Mardaga, D.D.S. M.S., Inc.
Michael Eshelman, D.D.S., P.C.

Liana Medina, D.M.D., M.S.

VOTED

#1

Experience DOES Matter!
1st Orthodontist in The Woodlands - Established 1979

Jeff Mardaga, D.D.S. M.S., Inc.
Michael Eshelman, D.D.S., P.C.

Li M ddiii D M D M S

4850 W. Panther Creek #108
The Woodlands, TX 77381

281-367-7775

2211 Rayford Rd. #117
Spring, TX 77386

281-367-2211
Located in the Kroger center near the entrance of Imperial Oaks

31311 FM 2978
Magnolia, TX 77386

281-356-3636

Orthodontic Evaluation

FREE $300 OFF
When you set up an appointment. ($125 Value).
Expires 12/31/12. Present offer at initial visit.

When you set up an appointment.
Expires 12/31/12. Present offer at initial visit.

Complete Ortho Treatment

Located  directly across the street 
from Bear Branch Jr. High

REGISTER ONLINE at www.RunThruTheWoods.org • For more information call 281-367-9622

Like Us On 
Facebook!

Register Today - A Holiday Family Tradition

Thanksgiving Day

Complimentary Pancake Breakfast for all 
participants provided by The Egg & I

Proceeds benefi t: 
Charities of South Montgomery County

November 22, 2012
The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion 

in The Woodlands Town Center

Enter The 23rd Annual GE Run Thru the Woods Directed by the YMCA

1 Mile Children’s Race  
5 Mile Run
3 Mile Run    

3 Mile Family Walk

Scan to fi nd out more!

25511 Budde Road | The Woodlands, 77380  | 281.292.6100 | www.brownstoneoffi cecondos.com 

Build Equity;
Why PAY Rent?{ {Providing today’s smart business owners with quality offi ce ownership. 

Don’t throw away money each month on rent. Call us and own today! 

NEW!
2,300 sq. ft. 

plan

appointments available at www.thewoodlandseyecenter.com

Indian Springs H.E.B. Plaza: 10807 Kuykendahl Road, Suite 408 

281-298-8332

Dr. Tammy Pham, O.D.

$50 OFF
COMPLETE PAIR OF PRESCRIPTION 
EYEGLASSES PURCHASE

Cannot be combined with insurance bene� ts. Bring ad in or just 
mention code IMPACTRX50. Coupon or code must be presented at 
time of purchase. Expires 12/13/12
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By Andrea Bolt

High-end retailer Nordstrom 
announced recently it would take over 
Sear’s current location in The Woodlands 
Mall in 2014, and with the addition of 
popular stores like Vera Bradley, Oakley 
and PINK by Victoria’s Secret, the mall 
seems to be shaping up to be The Wood-
lands’ exclusive upscale shopping center. 

Mall representatives maintain the 
importance of catering to customers and 
giving shoppers what they want, but recent 
tenant additions have follwed a trend 
toward more upscale store. 

Woodlands Mall marketing manager 
Noemi Cortez said the mall is not neces-
sarily creating a high-end-only brand. 

“We’re not looking to be specifically 
high-end,” Cortez said, “But our motto has 
always been to evolve as a mall.”

Cortez, who works for mall owners 
General Growth Properties, said the mall 
always strives to update its tenants based 
on customer demand.

“We get great feedback from our cus-
tomers and if they want change, we will 
change it up,” Cortez said.

She said it is not particularly easy for 

With Nordstrom on its way, mall
increases high-end retailers

With nordstrom planned to open in 2013, The Woodlands Mall is seeing an influx of high-end retailers.
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tenants to get a spot in the mall as certain 
requirements have to be met.  

Coretz said the mall prides itself on its 
lineup of merchants and quality tenants.

“We select our tenant mix by evaluat-
ing the evolving needs of the market and 
meet those needs and expectations of our 
customers,” she said. 

Woodlands Mall general manager Gene 
Satern said the mall is always concerned 
with targeting the hottest new retailers and 
the newest name out there.

“We try to go after first-to-market ten-
ants. We like to be first to have them in the 
area,” he said.  “Take Soft Surroundings–
it’s the first one in Houston. That’s what we 
like to go after here.” 

Soft Surroundings sells women’s cloth-
ing and accessories, jewelry, home décor 
and beauty products. 

Satern also said the incoming PB Teen, 
a division of Pottery Barn, will be another 
first-to-market store in the Houston area.  

Nick Wolda, president of The Wood-
lands Convention and Visitor’s Bureau, 
said The Woodlands Mall exceeds cus-
tomer’s expectations by maintaining 

good, solid stores and restaurants that are 
long-term.

“There will be as many different opin-
ions as there are people regarding ‘high-
end’ or what is ‘in’ and what is not,” Wolda 
said. “I believe the most important thing in 
development of a destination is the variety, 
commitment to public safety, commitment 
to public infrastructure, and a commit-
ment to events and activities.”

Satern said everyone’s view differs as to 
what is defined as high-end or upscale. 

“I don’t want to say we’re upscale, but 
we’re certainly heading that direction,” 
Satern said. “Still, we’re a mall for every-
body, and we have something for every-
one.”

Cortez said GGP is extremely excited to 
bring Nordstrom into the mall. Wolda said 
the luxury retailer will add a new element 
of shopping to The Woodlands.

Satern said the mall plans on using 
Nordstrom as an anchor to attract more 
high-end retailers to The Woodlands Mall.

“Not every mall has a Nordstrom,” 
Satern said. “I think it gives us an edge.”

The addition of upscale retailers, Cortez 
said, such as Nordstrom, is a result of  con-
sumer demand and natural commercial 
evolution.  

“There are always new designers and 
new stores,” she said. “We are just keep-
ing up with what our customers say they 
want.”

Knitt ing  & Crochet

Beautiful Yarns
Knitting and Crochet Classes
Great Selection of Sock Yarns
Gift Certifi cates Available

Looking for that SPECIAL quick gift? We have beautiful knitted socks!

College Park Dr.

G
os

lin
g

 R
d

.

45

3335 College Park Dr., Suite 450, The Woodlands  • 936-242-1031

OJ BOBEK

1401 Woodlands Parkway, The Woodlands, TX 77380
281-909-0058 | OJ@BobekRealtyGroup.com | www.BobekRealtyGroup.com

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE
• CCIM
• Director of Keller-Williams Commercial
• Regional Director for Houston 
   & Sub Market Areas
• Commercial Leadership Council
• International Practice Team

Commercial Real Estate Services
• Tenant Representation
• Of� ce & Retail
• Investment Properties

• Land & Development
• Medical & Industrial
• Design Builds / Build to Suite

 OPTIMUM 24 hr. EMERGENCY ROOM

Residential Real Estate Services 
• Hands-On Approach
• Representing Buyers & Sellers
• Investor Expertise

• Client Satisfaction
• Professional Marketing
• Relocation

4524 Research Forest Drive The Woodlands 
(In the Hubble & Hudson Kitchen Plaza)

3335 College Park Drive, Suite 400 • The Woodlands 
936-231-8902 • www.chocolatepunch.com
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Unique chocolate assortments, 
gift baskets, and chocolate bouquets!
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Professional Limited Liability Company

281-296-6500 • FBMPLLC.COM
26010 Oakridge, Suite 205, The Woodlands

Thomas M. Fountain, Lisa Bruce 
and Dale Mellencamp

Vincent Talosig, D.O.
Board Certifi ed Pain Management 
and Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation
Johns Hopkins Trained

800 Peakwood Dr. Ste 2E
Houston, TX 77090

(p) 281.377.1000
(f)  281.866.0344

North Houston
SPECIALTY PHYSICIANS

CONDITIONS WE TREAT

• Back and neck pain
• Hip, Knee and 
 Shoulder pain
• Radiculopathy
• Sciatica
• Disk herniation
• Spinal Stenosis
• Spondylosis
• Facet joint pain
• Degenerative disk   
 disease
• Osteoarthritis
• Failed back surgery  
 syndrome
• Sacro-iliac joint pain

PROCEDURES OFFERED

• Epidural steroid injections
• Facet joint blocks/radiofrequency   
 neurotomy
• Discography
• Spinal cord stimulation
• Botox for spasticity/pain
• Joint injections
• Myofascial trigger point injections



14 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • The Woodlands Edition

TRANSPORTATiON

By Brian Walzel
A 1-mile extension of Research Forest 

Drive in The Woodlands to Egypt Lane 
in the Magnolia Parkway area is expected 
to be completed by the end of the month, 
giving residents in the western portion of 
The Woodlands access to another shop-
ping district and a connection to a major 
east-west transportation corridor.

Research Forest Drive previously came 
to a dead end at Branch Crossing Drive, 
forcing drivers to make a left turn onto 
Branch Crossing. 

However, a voter-approved 2-cent sales 
tax increase two years ago in the West-
wood Magnolia Parkway Improvement 
District paved the way for the sale of bonds 
to fund the extension.

“Both the county and the businesses 
wanted the road put through, the county 
for mobility reasons, and the businesses to 
get more customers,” said Carl Gerhardt, 
chairman of the WMPID.

Adjacent to Egypt Lane is the Westwood 
Village Shopping Center, anchored by a 
Target store, T.J. Maxx, Ross and PetSmart. 
Also in the vicinity is a Home Depot and 
several fast food and dine-in restaurants.

Gerhardt said one of the reasons the 
extension was built was to open a customer 

meanwhile, will allow Woodlands resi-
dents another option to connect to either 
FM 1488 or FM 2978. The portion of Egypt 
Lane where the extension connects is about 
one-eighth of a mile from each of the two 
roadways.

According to a traffic study conducted 
by Atkins Engineering for The Woodlands 
Development Company and released in 
February, traffic at the Branch Crossing 
Drive and Research Forest Drive intersec-
tion has increased from about 8,700 cars 
per day in 2011 to about 9,300 cars per day 
in 2012.

Research Forest Drive 1-mile extension 
into West Magnolia nearing completion

base located in The Woodlands and poten-
tially entice those customers to shop in the 
area. 

Michael Rusk, project engineer for LJA 
Engineering, said the extension will be 
completed before the post-Thanksgiving 
holiday shopping season.

“That’s the whole point of the road,” he 
said.

The new roadway will include two lanes 
in each direction, with approximately a 
25-foot median of trees and shrubs, Rusk 
said. In addition, a left turn lane is being 
constructed on Egypt Lane, and Research 
Forest Drive is being widened by two lanes 
for about 75 yards so that traffic can merge 
onto the existing lanes. 

Total construction costs are about $2 
million, Rusk said. 

While the road itself has been mostly 
completed, the final steps before opening 
the extension include the installation of 
two traffic signals and fiber optic cables. 
The traffic signals will be at Research For-
est Drive and Branch Crossing Drive and 
at Research Forest Drive and Egypt Lane.

Gerhardt said the inclusion of the fiber 
optic cable will allow the Montgomery 
County Sheriff’s Office substation, located 

in the Target shopping center, full station 
capabilities and for the traffic signals to be 
connected to the county network.

Jane Miller, attorney for the WMPID, 
said the board of directors authorized the 
2-cent tax levy in 2010.  

The purpose of the tax levy, instituted at 
businesses only within the improvement 
district, was, in part, to improve mobility 
in the area. 

She said the board has discussed poten-
tial improvements to Egypt Lane and 
Honea Egypt Road. 

The new Research Forest extension, 

Research Forest Extension Project

H
on

ea
-E

gy
pt

 R
d.

Research Forest BoulevardEgypt Ln.

Westwood
Village

Shopping
Center

Br
an

ch
 Cros

sin
g 

Dr
.

Ol
d 

Co
nr

oe
 R

d

6 6

Current split median lanes
Research Forest extension Project
3-Way Stoplights 6

Source: Westwood Magnolia Parkway improvement District

In april 2011, the Westwood Magnolia Parkway Improvement 
district implemented a two percent sales tax increase, a portion of 
which has been allocated to fund the expansion of Research Forest 
drive. 

Research Forest Extension Project - Total Cost: $2.7 Million
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Plan NOW for your holiday guests
Space-saving, Functional Furniture Solutions:
• Murphy Beds • Wall Beds • Custom Closets 
• Home O�  ce • Media Centers & much more

����� I-�� N, S���� C • Spring, Texa� �����  •  ���-���-���� • ���.murphybedhouston.com 

Rayford Rd.Sawdust Rd.

Grogan’s M
ill Rd.

Woodlands Pkwy  Robinson Rd.

I-45

Now you can get thousands of lab tests affordably and conveniently - so you can take 
control of your health.

Bring
this
ad in
to receive

ANY LAB TEST NOW provides thousands of medical lab tests to consumers and employers in an affordable, convenient 
and customer-focused manner.

All tests are performed by a friendly, certifi ed professional 
who is committed to giving you a positive experience.

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY — WALK RIGHT IN!
Men’s and Women’s Wellness // Sexual Health // Drug // DNA

NOW
OPEN

Labtesting
Affordable $10 Off

• No Doctor’s Order Required
• No Insurance? No Problem.
• Anonymous and Confi dential
• Most Results in 24-48 Hours
• No Appointment Necessary 
-  Walk Right In

190731 I-45 South, Suite 110
Shenandoah, TX 77385
www.anylabtestnow.com/shenandoah_tx
832-813-8141

Sugar Plum  Market

At The Lone Star Convention Center 
9055 Airport Rd, Conroe

For more information call: 281-610-8577

At

F

Shop over 100 vendors featuring women’s and children’s 
boutique clothing and accessories, home and holiday decor, 

Jewelry, Gourmet Food items and so much more.

Skip the malls and shop local vendors.

December 1st , 9am to 5pm
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Source: harris County

CiTY AND COUNTY Compiled by Andrea Bolt and Marie Leonard

Harris County

Oak Ridge North

  City of Oak Ridge North
Bob Williams Memorial Council Chambers
27424 Robinson Road
281-292-4648 • www.oakridgenorth.com

Nov. 12, 26, 7 p.m.

  City of Shenandoah
City of Shenandoah Municipal Complex
29955 i-45 N. 
281-298-5522
www.shenandoahtx.com 
 
Nov. 14, 28, 7 p.m.

  Harris Co. Comm. Court
harris County Administration Building
1001 Preston Avenue, houston
713-755-5113
www.harriscountytx.gov

Nov. 20, 10 a.m.

The 2012 Harris County property tax 
rate will not increase from 62.9 cents 
per $100 of taxable value, but it has 
been slightly rebalanced after it was 
approved by commissioners in October. 

During the mid-year budget review 
at Harris County Commissioners 
Court on Sept. 25, chief budget officer 
Bill Jackson proposed a shift of one 
penny from the Harris Health System, 
formerly known as the Harris County 
Hospital District, to the county’s debt 
service, which includes funding for 
flood control, roads and infrastructure. 

“This year we can take the reduction, 
and we still think we can break even 
or better,” said David Lopez, Har-
ris Health System CEO. “Next year is 
when it becomes very critical to get that 
penny back because ultimately when 
you take that penny, [worth] $26.5 
million, and use it for an intergovern-
mental transfer, that would draw down 
federal matching, so that $26.5 million 
would become $63.4 million for us for 
the support of the people in our com-
munity.”

Commissioners also heard an update 
on the county’s flood control district, 

The City of Oak Ridge North is 
continuing with its sanitary sewer and 
water rehabilitation project, installing 
clean-outs on burst pipe lines and a new 
waterline on Robinson Road. 

The City Council has reached Phase 
III of its water and sewer rehabilitation 
plan and is now seeking approval on 
projects from the Texas Water Develop-
ment Board to move into Phase IV. 

City Manager Vicky Rudy said it 
was important for the city to keep 

Commissioners hear reports on tax rates, departments at mid-year review

Oak Ridge North moves forward with water, sewer rehabilitation project

which will begin to do much less with 
much less, said Art Storey, director of 
public infrastructure for Harris County. 
The total tax rate for the district remains 
the same at 2.8 cents, but the general 
fund and debt service portions were 
rebalanced to increase the latter. 

“The 2.8 cents [tax rate] was what it 
took to run the [flood control district] 
and cut the weeds, and the capital pro-
gram was supported for almost a decade 
by debt,” he said. “We essentially have no 
ability to do anything other than pay the 

continuous focus on the water and sewer 
rehabilitation project as it effects the 
entire city and will continue to do so for 
years to come. 

“This is a priority right now,” Rudy 
said, “It’s not something that can wait or 
be put off. We need to focus on and fix 
these issues now.”

Rudy said issues associated with 
the aging pipelines and tanks located 
throughout the city need to be addressed 
before problems worsen.

The city paid $182,913 to Horseshoe 
Construction Inc. to work on waterline 
installation for the project. 

In other news, the City Council 
elected four members to the city’s Eco-
nomic Development Corporation Board 
to assist with the city’s comprehensive 
planning strategy. Council members 
Tom Coale and Jim Simon were elected, 
as were Bob Martin and John David 
Hodge. Their terms will be two years 
and expire Oct. 31, 2014. 

The Shenandoah City Council is remain-
ing firm in its opposition to the potential 
construction of a flyover by searching for a 
traffic engineer to conduct an independent 
study.

The study is in response to The Wood-
lands Chamber of Commerce’s Mobilty 
Team proposing to build a flyover a I-45 
to Research Forest Drive. The Council has 
previously stated it feels the flyover will be 
financially detrimental to many of its busi-
nesses, causing drivers to bypass a portion 
of the retail area and make the businesses 
more difficult to reach. 

City Administrator Greg Smith said 

Shenandoah

Shenandoah seeking independent traffic study

bills, and in fact we need to work with 
management services to do that going 
forward.”

Over the past decade that the district 
was supported by debt, it has gotten a lot 
done, ranging from enhanced channels 
to detention basins that provide flood 
control and park enhancements, Storey 
said. 

“We’ve done a lot of projects, but we’ve 
accumulated a lot of debt, and it’s beyond 
our 2.8 cents capability to manage,” he 
said. 

Meetings

•	Total Public Infrastructure: 
$37,733,000

•	 Infrastructure and  
Systems: $126,189,000

•	County Services: 
$174,484,000

•	Fiscal Services and  
Purchasing: $54,277,000

•	Law Enforcement: 
$512,655,000

•	Administration of Justice: 
$250,545,000

•	Commissioners Court  
and Administration: 
$223,369,568

the Council plans to hire an unbi-
ased traffic engineer to conduct the 
study traffic in the affected areas, and 
whether or not such traffic projects 
would be justified. 

“No engineer would be allowed to 
do the study if they’ve done work for 
The Woodlands Development Cor-
poration, Howard Hughes Corpora-
tion, the City of Oak Ridge North, 
Shenandoah, or the township,” Smith 
said. “We want a truly unbiased traf-
fic study. We feel there could be more 
than one option to alleviate traffic 
problems if they exist.”

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL OF
PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Etiquette in the Workplace

Social Side of Business

Communication Etiquette

Organizational Skills

Dining Etiquette

Powerful First Impressions

Interviewing Skills

Public Speaking Like a Pro

If a career in Real Estate, Loan 
Originator, Inspection or Appraisal 
interests you, give us a call or go to 
ChampionsSchool.com and learn more 
about becoming a licensed professional. 

Classroom | Correspondence | Online

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL  
OF REAL ESTATE®

ChampionsSchool.com/impact

Call a Campus Today!
Houston Galleria
713-629-4543

Houston North 
281-893-4484

Houston West
281-496-7386

Register Now: 888-335-6767
www.TheChampionsProfessional.com

Grow Professionally 
with Champions

Harris County
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2000, said Marian Leck, township director 
of law enforcement. 

“The [Woodlands Township] board of 
directors chose to be proactive, making 
sure we were getting community-oriented 
policing, and their goal has always been to 
enhance law enforcement in The Wood-
lands,” Leck said. “We also have the benefit 
of having county deputies at our disposal 
through the county tax levy.”

Bruce Tough, chairman of the township 
board of directors, said before the estab-
lishment of the township form of gover-
nance, and during The Woodlands’ popula-
tion boom about 15 years ago, the township 
took a proactive approach in creating an 
enhanced level of law enforcement service.

“The original outcry was that the county 
needs to patrol The Woodlands with more 
officers,” Tough said. “[Residents believed] 
they paid more in taxes, so they should have 
had more [police coverage]. The response 
from the sheriff was patrol officers were 
assigned to high crime areas. So, [now] the 
sheriff ’s department is responding to the 
high crime activity levels or areas where 
the sheriff feels the appropriate allocation 
of patrol officers are needed.”

Montgomery County Sheriff Tommy 
Gage said several factors are taken into 
consideration when assigning deputies to 
their respective districts, including popula-
tion, geographic size and crime levels. 

“We feel that what we provide [The 
Woodlands] is all that we can,” he said. 

Although District 6, which is The Wood-
lands district that was created in 2010, sees 
a significantly fewer number of noncon-
tract personnel in comparison to the other 
five districts, Leck said with The Wood-
lands formerly being located in District 
2, and with that district’s close proximity, 
patrol officers there often cover The Wood-
lands, as well.

Tough said when The Woodlands was 
under the District 2 umbrella, patrol offi-
cers were not exclusively dedicated to the 
community. He said they often traveled to 
surrounding areas to patrol and assist with 
calls. 

But having its own dedicated district, 

Holiday Sale
Woodlands Clocks & Gifts

25403 I-45 N., Ste. D, The Woodlands, 77380 • 281-419-8688
(Located inside Southern Home Furnishings)

www.woodlandsclocks.commm
20% OFF ALL CLOCKS

and its own contract personnel, The Wood-
lands enjoys uninterrupted service and its 
patrol officers remain within the district, 
Tough said.

Bunch said he hopes the Montgomery 
County Sheriff ’s Office will fund a larger 
portion of law enforcement staffing to The 
Woodlands, thereby reducing the town-
ship’s financial commitment and lessening 
the burden on township taxpayers. 

“We should figure out the basic level of 
service the township would be provided 
[by the county] if the township does not 
pay for anyone,” Bunch said.

Gage said were there not a specially cre-
ated district for The Woodlands, the com-
munity would still be assigned to District 2, 
and about 30 deputies would be patrolling 
The Woodlands. 

Comparing numbers
According to Local Police Departments, 

a report published jointly by the Bureau of 
Justice Statistics, the Office of Justice Pro-
grams and United State Department of Jus-
tice, the average staffing level nationwide of 
police officers per 1,000 people in a com-
munity is 1.9 

Although the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police, as well as Leck, cau-
tion against using staffing ratios as a basis 
for police staffing levels, The Woodlands 
Township’s ratio of .9 officers per 1,000 
residents is about .3 to .5 officers less than 
comparable communities in Texas.

Although The Woodlands has a dis-
proportionately higher number of offi-
cers patrolling its streets compared to the 
rest of the county, its staffing levels do not 

compare favorably to communities of simi-
lar size. In a Community Impact Newspaper 
analysis of six cities with a similar popula-
tion as The Woodlands, those cities had on 
average 69 more law enforcement person-
nel than The Woodlands. 

Tough, however, pointed out that such 
reports typically include personnel other 
than patrol deputies, such as jail staff and 
crime lab workers. The contracted township 
officers are almost exclusively patrol depu-
ties, he said. 

“There is s lot to take into consideration 
when people make a statement like ‘we’re 
not getting our fare share of county employ-
ees,’” Gage said.

The Woodlands vs. Montgomery County 
The Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office divides the county into six districts, with deputies patrolling their  
assigned districts. The Woodlands Township is assigned to district 6. This graph shows the estimated population  

of each of these districts and the number of patrol deputies assigned to them. 

Law Enforcement
Continued from | 1

75

336

59

1488
3083

1314

1484

149

1774

105

105

45

Source: The Woodlands Township, U.S. Census Bureau, Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office

CONROE

THE WOODLANDS

SHENANDOAH

MONTGOMERY

MAGNOLIA

WILLIS

NEW CANEY
OAK
RIDGE
NORTH

Find related stories at impactnews.com. keyword Search

Law Enforcement Townshipor



18 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • The Woodlands Edition

Ed English Dr.

College Park Dr.

David M
em

orial Dr.

Vision Park Blvd.
Grogan’s M

ill Rd.

Research Forest Dr.

Tamina Rd.

3

4

5

2
1

Commercial DevelopmentShenandoah 
In addition to the high-revenue generators for the City of Shenandoah such as the Portofino 
shopping center, several commercial developments are under construction. Most of the new 
development is located along Vision Park Boulevard, as other established businesses, such 
as those along Research Forest Drive, continue to perform well.

Proposed Existing

out to individual buyers, Smith said. 
Additionally, D’Agostino Companies 

and the Cypressbrook Company will 
develop office and medical buildings along 
Vision Park Boulevard.

Smith confirmed the building that now 
houses Los Cucos Mexican restaurant off 
of I-45 will be taken over by sports bar and 
grill Twin Peaks in the near future. More 
significant commercial developments and 
retail entities have been rumored to be 
coming to Shenandoah, but Smith was 
unable to confirm, citing a premature time 
frame. 

“Until we get building permits and plans 
solidified and approved, we cannot con-
firm what will be going in,” Smith said.  

However, he did emphasize that the new 
building projects will provide a benefit for 
the city, both professionally and commer-
cially. 

Reasons for growth
Shenandoah Finance Director Jennifer 

Calvert said the city’s “easy-on, easy-off ” 
location in relation to I-45 and The Wood-
lands makes it ideal for growth opportuni-
ties.

“We’ve definitely had a huge boom in 
development lately,” Calvert said, pointing 
to October 2012 as  a month that generated 
a large amount of tax revenue for the city. 

Shenandoah’s sales tax stands at 8.25 per-
cent, the norm for Montgomery County. 
What is atypical, however, is Shenandoah’s 
6.9 percent increase in sales tax revenue 
through September. 

According to the city, Shenandoah gen-
erated $4.2 million in sales tax revenue 
between October 2010 and September 
2011. That amount increased to $4.5 mil-
lion between October 2011 and September 
2012, Calvert said.  

“These are huge increases,” Calvert said. 
“It’s really been a very good year for us.”

She said major revenue generators for 
the city are Shenandoah’s Portofino Shop-
ping Center, off of I-45, the city’s many 
hotels, as well as the retail corridor located 
along Research Forest Drive. 

Shenandoah’s many restaurants have 

also proven to be a significant revenue gen-
erator for the city.

“Our restaurants are huge,” Calvert said, 
“They are packed every day, all day long.”

Eastwood Village, a new eight-acre 
development, will be located east of I-45 
off of David Vetter Boulevard. The devel-
opment will include a new restaurant and 
Home 2 Suites Hilton Hotel, Smith said. 

Shenandoah’s wonderful community 
atmosphere and the many amenities 
offered in and around the city make it an 
ideal site for commercial developers, said 
South Montgomery County Woodlands 
Economic Development Partnership CEO 
Gil Staley.

“With the amenities there, plus the ones 
in The Woodlands being so close, they 
really work together,” he said. “It’s a win-
win for developers.”

Staley said with the quick generation of 
office buildings, more companies will be 
attracted to the area.

“There will just be more to offer with 
the addition and options of offices there,” 
Staley said. “It’s exciting to see all the devel-
opment going on there now.”

Both Staley and Cypressbrook Com-
pany Managing Director Mike Novelli said 
Shenandoah’s low property taxes make the 
city an ideal location for many kinds of 
development. 

“I think they have relatively low taxes, a 
cooperative city staff and a good location, 
with back door access to Vision Park, The 
Woodlands and the freeway,” Novelli said. 

He said the community’s healthy econ-
omy adds to the city’s ability to attract 
more companies, developers, employers 
and residents. 

“I think a lot of people are drawn by the 
health of the energy sector and a lot of 
companies are relocating here in the near 
future, ExxonMobil being the most vis-
ible,” Novelli said. “Right now there’s a vir-
tual cycle of cumulative growth happening.”

Shenandoah’s future
Both Calvert and Smith said the future 

looks bright for Shenandoah.
“Even in the last 90 to 120 days, half of 

our vacant land now has identified buyers,” 
Smith said. 

He said the city still has land available 

north of Woodforest Stadium and the 
Conroe ISD Natatorium, as well as three to 
four tracts of land within city limits. 

“All good development adds things to 
a city,” Smith said. “It adds jobs, taxable 
value, people—a lot of good.”

Calvert said one of the positives regard-
ing Shenandoah’s growth is that builders 
and developers approach them, rather 
than the city seeking out interested parties. 
  “Every time we turn around, there is 
somebody new knocking at the door,” she 
said.

Smith said the city’s popularity and 
growth should come as no surprise as it 
is something the City Council and city 
governing bodies have expected for some 
time. 

“This is the growth Shenandoah started 
preparing for years ago,” Smith said. “We’ve 
envisioned big things here.”

Shenandoah
Continued from | 1
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Shenandoah Developmentor

1 Granite Properties is set to 
develop a 200,000-square-foot 
office building complex at 106 
Vision Park Blvd. 

5 Shenandoah has a successful retail  
corridor containing a strip shopping centers 
on the north side of Research Forest drive. 

4 Shenandoah’s 
Portofino Shopping 
Center located at 
19075 I-45 was 
built in the early 
2000s; the center 
makes up 290,000 
square feet of 
retail space and 
has been a large 
revenue generator 
for the city.  

3 The building where los Cucos Mexi-
can restaurant stands, 18310 I-45, has 
been purchased by sports bar and grill 
Twin Peaks. 

2 land on the north side of Vision 
Park Blvd. is already being cleared 
of trees and prepared for building 
construction, such as office space and 
medical facilities. 

Selling  � e  Woodlands
                  For  15 + Years!

Feel free to visit out website at
www.TheWoodlandsTeam.com
Search for Local Listings Online

(281)733-0052

Anne McGuirt
Broker Associate 

ABR, CLHMS, CRS, GRI, CDPE

Vanissa Micklethwait
Broker Associate 

ABR, CRS, SRES, CLHMS, CDPE

Each offi ce independently owned and operated.
6620 Woodlands Parkway | The Woodlands | TX  | 77382  | 281-367-7770
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Your Personal 
Assets Get 

Our Personal 
Attention.

www.fi rstvictoria.com

At First Victoria, keeping pace with your 
personal and professional banking 

needs is what we’re all about. That’s why 
our Wealth Management Services and 

PrivateBankers offer a unique and 
different brand of banking. Enjoy access 

to services ranging from the most routine 
banking needs to more complex investment, 

trust and insurance products1. 

To learn more about how we can create 
an “out of the box” solution for you, 

stop by our newest banking center 
at 1430 Research Forest Drive.

NOW OPEN
1430 Research Forest Dr.  
The Woodlands

Brad Bowman    
PrimeVest Investment Executive
Houston Area Market
281.599.6023

Jeannie Jennings    
Vice President 
PrivateBanking/Wealth Management
832.663.4507

Heidi Carney    
Vice President 
PrivateBanking/Wealth Management
832.663.4506

1 PrimeVest Financial Services, Inc. and First Victoria Insurance 
Agency: Not insured by the FDIC • Not a deposit • Not insured 
by any federal government agency • Not guaranteed by the 
bank • Subject to investment risks, including the possible loss 
of principal. Trust assets are not FDIC insured.
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November 16 & 17 - 7:30 PM
November 17 & 18 - 2:30 PM

Tickets Available Online

ClassActProductions.org
(281) 292-6779

Nancy Bock Center for Performing Arts
3800 S. Panther Creek Drive - The Woodlands, TX 77381

Wright Abshire, Attorneys has 
dedicated its practice to helping 
families obtain long-term care 
Medicaid for their loved ones 

without losing their life savings. 
Additionally, the firm coordinates
VA/Medicaid benefits, administers

guardianships, prepares wills, trusts 
and advance directives, probates 

wills and administers estates.

ELDER LAW  | ESTATES | TRUSTS 
Medicaid and VAPlanning | Estate Planning

Advance Directives |Guardianships and Probate

www.w r ig htabshire .com

Wesley E. Wright and Molly Dear Abshire are Certified as Elder Law Attorneys by the National 
Elder Law Foundation and Accredited Attorneys by the Veterans Administration. Mr. Wright is 
Board Certified in Estate Planning and Probate Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.

FAYETTE COUNTY OFFICE
1055 Deer Haven Rd.
Carmine, Texas 78932
Phone 979-278-4095

By Appointment Only –
Saturday Appointments Available

HOUSTON OFFICE
4949 Bissonnet

Bellaire, Texas 77401
Phone 713-660-9595

Principal Office

THE WOODLANDS OFFICE
3705 College Park Dr.

The Woodlands, Texas 77384
Phone 936-273-2773

By Appointment Only

www.bandierpartners.com

Krissie Vanyo - 281.210.0097    
krissie@bandierpartners.com

GREAT BUILDING, LOCATION AND RATES

26010 Oak Ridge Drive 
Up to 5, 000 +/- sq. ft. available

Class A O�  ce Space For Lease in The Woodlands
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Fencing 101: A brief definition of fencing terms

The Woodlands Fencing Academy
2227 Golden Road 
The Woodlands • 832-482-3138
www.woodlandsfencingacademy.com
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Woodlands Fencing Academy
Niche sport finds success in athletics scene

I n Texas, football is, of course, 
king. The Houston area has 
garnered a reputation as a hot-

bed for young baseball and bas-
ketball talent. In The Woodlands, 
soccer is the most popular sport 
for youth. So how does a fenc-
ing academy, nestled on a quiet, 
shady road on the southern edge 
of the The Woodlands, become 
one of the most successful and 
respected of its kind?

Leslie Friedman, owner of 
Woodlands Fencing Academy, 
said it is because of an uncompro-
mising commitment to quality 
and details and focusing on stu-
dent improvement over results.

Leslie Friedman, owner of 
Woodlands Fencing Academy, 
said it is because of an uncompro-
mising commitment to quality 
and details and focusing on stu-
dent improvement over results.

“We are trying to teach our 
kids to have perfect technique,” 
Friedman said. “Sometimes you 
have to wait a little longer for 

results. We will not sacrifice their 
training for results.”

The Woodlands Fencing 
Academy opened in June 2011. 
Friedman saw a need in the 
community for a quality teach-
ing academy with dedicated, 
professional instructors after her 
sons became involved in the sport 
about seven years ago. But seeing 
a need for such a facility, and 
expecting to be successful operat-
ing in what essentially is a niche 
sport, are different matters. 

“I was never apprehensive, and 
the reason is because over the 
years, every time I saw a child get 
engaged in fencing, they usually 
stuck to it,” she said.

The majority of students who 
take part in fencing, Friedman 
said, feature a different type of 
personal profile.

“It is an individual sport,” 
Friedman said. “There is also a 
very high level of intellect and a 
high level of individualism.”

The club began meeting in 

2009 in a room at a Jewish temple 
on Shadowbend Drive in The 
Woodlands.  

Today, nearly 100 students 
attend classes in four age groups: 
the “musketeers class” for ages 
9–12, the juniors group for ages 
13 and up, and the 21 and up 
adult class. Less than five years 
into its existence The Woodlands 
Fencing Academy is enjoying 
profound success.

One of the primary reasons 
for the academy’s success lies in 
its instruction. The head instruc-
tor at The Woodlands Fencing 
Academy is Khariton Zazhitskiy, 
a former member of the Soviet 
Union Fencing Team and former 
World Champion. 

“[Local fencing academies] are 
really making a statement over-
seas now,” Friendman said. “I’m 
hopeful that as people see more 
Olympians and see more world 
champions, they will start to 
think [fencing] is a great alterna-
tive.”

 Fencing classes are 
offered for “musketeers,” 

juniors and adults.   
  

BUSiNESS

By Brian Walzel

• Absence of blade: When the 
blades are not touching; opposite 
of engagement.

• Balestra: A forward hop or jump, 
typically followed by an attack 
such as a lunge or fleche.

• Conversation:  The back-and-
forth play of the blades in a fenc-
ing match, composed of phrases, 
punctuated by gaps of no blade 
action.

• Epee: A fencing weapon with tri-
angular cross-section blade and 
a large bell guard; also a light 
dueling sword of similar design, 
popular in the mid-19th century.

• Lunge: An attack made by ex-
tending the rear leg and landing 
on the bent front leg.

• Parry: A block of the attack, 
made with the forte of one’s own 
blade.
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Thinking of buying or selling?

Call The Kink Team today to help you get into
your new home in time for the holidays!
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Madam Newton-Einstein’s Science Academy
Local mom uses hands-on approach to science education

W ith the opportunity to learn 
more about the world of 
science through dissecting 

cow eyeballs, constructing Angry Bird 
catapults, and making slime in the lab, 
Madam Newton-Einstein’s Science 
Academy is what most kids dream of 
what a science class should be.

The academy was established 
three years ago when owner Tammy 
Reel began volunteering as a sci-
ence teacher character at Broadway 
Elementary. 

Reel modeled her quirky character, 
“Mrs. Frazzle,” after “Mrs. Frizzle,” 
of popular 90s television show “The 
Magic School Bus” fame.

“She was someone who was on their 
level,” Reel said. “She had a back story 
of being a synchronized swimmer 
and then decided she wanted to be a 
science teacher. A lot of the time, they 
would know more than she did ... they 
really responded to her.”

Broadway Elementary allowed Reel 
to create her own teaching methods. 
Her lessons included the ability to be 
hands-on. 

After receiving positive feedback 
from children and parents, Reel had 
the idea to open her own business.

“After lots of begging, I asked my 
husband if we could use our retire-
ment money to open a facility,” Reel 
said. 

The academy’s facilities are com-
pletely kid-friendly and rely heavily on 
personal interaction. 

“I want kids to be able to touch and 
feel and not to be afraid to stick their 
hands in everything, to get messy,” 
Reel said. “Science is a very hands-on 
experience.” 

The facility was designed to help 
teach kids about science through 
exploration, discovery and experi-
menting in safe, kid-centric science 
labs and in the animal-filled Dis-
covery Room. Apart from offering 
different classes, programs and club 
meetings throughout the week, Reel 
hosts several birthday parties, which 
make use of the facility’s party room. 

Reel offers homeschooling pro-
grams for all ages, ranging from 
$125 to $250, depending on program 

BUSiNESS

Tammy Reel’s love of teaching evolved into her science academy. 
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By Andrea Bolt

Madam Newton-Einstein’s  
Science Academy 
27327 Robinson Road,  
Oak Ridge North • 281-298-2120
www.mnescienceacademy.com

Students can conduct a variety of science experiments. 

length. Reel and her staff change up 
classes and programs every year so 
new subjects are explored. The “Sci-
ence of Angry Birds” homeschool 
program explores the science involved 
in the popular phone game app, such 
as angles, speed, gravity, velocity and 
Sir Isaac Newton’s laws of physics. 

“It just shows kids that everywhere, 
there is science, even in common 
things and in things they wouldn’t 
expect, like their favorite game,” Reel 
said. 

Lab assistant Heather Ewton said 
kids enjoy the Discovery Room, which 
features rabbits, snakes, cockroaches, 
geckos, gerbils, birds, fish and turtles. 

“It’s really great to teach them 
about how to handle animals, how to 
touch them and also to see them so up 
close,” Ewton said. 

Ewton, who has a bachelor’s degree 
in biology from the University of 
Houston, said the academy is ideal for 
kids who are not doing well in science 
subjects in school or those who lack 
interest in the subject area. 

“There’s just no reason for a 

Robinson Rd.

45

Woodlands Pkwy

Charles Geraci, CPA
Office: 281-362-7082
Toll Free: 888-291-2540
charles@cgeraci.com
www.cgeraci.com

Accredited by The American Institute of Certified Public Accountants as a Personal Financial Planning Specialist.

Wealth Management Services
• Personal Finance Planning

• Individual/Business Tax Planning
• Estate Planning and Transfer Techniques

Certified Public Accountant • Registered Investment Advisor • Chartered Financial Consultant

Woodlands Professional Building
12721 Sawmill Road, Suite 100
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
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Compadres Texas Cafe
Homestyle eatery brings down-home 
charm to Oak Ridge

W ith its menu combining 
Tex-Mex and homestyle 
favorites, Compadres Texas 

Cafe is every bit a Lone Star State 
neighborhood hangout with down-
home charm.

Compadres offers an all-day break-
fast menu with its breakfast tacos 
proving to be a local favorite; home-
style classics like chicken-fried steak; 
hamburgers, and a variety of pies, 
cakes and cobblers. 

“There’s no Oak Ridge restaurant 
quite like ours with its home cooking 
and where everything is made-to-
order,” said manager Melody May-
hugh. 

She said Compadres has been at its 
Oak Ridge North location for four 
years, however, it changed hands 
about a year and a half ago. New 
owners Glenn and Guin Gaidousek 
bought the cafe and hired Mayhugh 
to run the day-to-day operations. 
Having known each other through 
working at Sonic before Compadres, 
the Gaidouseks and Mayhugh collabo-
rated to buy and run the restaurant.

Mayhugh said the previous owner 
was an Oak Ridge resident and 
thought the community was in need 
of a good neighborhood eatery. She 
said the name “Compadres” often 
confuses customers, as they expect the 
restaurant to serve only Mexican food.

“It’s kind of misleading,” she said. 
“It’s Tex-Mex, but our most popular 
items are chicken-fried steak and 
chicken-fried chicken.”

Adorning the walls of the spacious 
dining room are Texas memorabilia 
and country harbingers from days 
gone by. Rusted, vintage Texas license 
plates serve as decorations. Hats from 
Texas colleges and universities hang 

around the restaurant alongside a 
framed Lone Star Flag and various 
country decor.

Mayhugh said she maintains a 
large number of regulars and return-
ing customers who appreciate the 
home-cooked food at Compadres. She 
said her favorite part of working at 
the restaurant is getting to know her 
customers on a personal level. 

“Being in such a small community 
is great,” Mayhugh said. “I love my 
customers; the people are fantastic. 
The owners are always on-hand; we’re 
like a family. It doesn’t feel like a job.”

DiNiNG

In addition to its traditional dishes, Compadres sells jarred foods. 

By Andrea Bolt

Compadres Texas Cafe 
26797 hanna Road, Ste. 1 
Oak Ridge north
281-292-0333
www.compadrestexascafe.com
hours: Sun.–Mon.: 8 a.m.–3 p.m.
Tues.–Sat.: 8 a.m.–8 p.m. Melody Mayhugh is the manager of Compadres in Oak Ridge north.

Compadres offers Oak Ridge north diners homestyle menu choices. 
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Chicken-fried steak with sweet potato fries is a popular choice.

Compadres offers family style dining.

Compadres keeps with the Texas diner 
tradition by offering a variety of pies. 

Robinson Rd.

45

Woodlands Pkwy

hanna Rd.

we’ve put a lot of green 
into, well, our greens.

 
We are pleased to announce the opening  

of the Tournament Course after a $1 million  
renovation of our greens and cart paths.

Call 866.567.0231 to arrange your personal tour  
of The Woodlands Country Club.

www.thewoodlandscc.com
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COFFEE WiTh iMPACT

Patrick Jankowski
Vice president of research,  
Greater Houston Partnership

By John Rigg 

Patrick Jankowski has been with the Greater Houston Partnership—
an organization that serves small to large businesses and the commu-
nity—for nearly 30 years as a researcher. The origins of GHP can be 
traced back to the founding of Houston’s first Chamber of Commerce 
in the 1840s when a group of businessmen came together to help the 
city recover from an outbreak of scarlet fever.

Jankowski, a former journalist, provides data to more than 2,000 
members along with the general public. He also helps recruit busi-
nesses to the area, assist economic development, and lobby in Austin 
on behalf of the area for adequate funding and equitable policy. 

The GHP aims to help businesses in the Houston area—defined as a 
10-county region including Harris and Montgomery counties—thrive 
through consultations, workshops and preparing data to provide an 
accurate portrait of the region’s economy.

What resources are available 
through GHP for businesses 
looking to relocate to Houston?

One of the things we’re trying 
to do is make sure the economy 
continues to expand and grow. 
Our job is to try and bring com-
panies and employees into [our] 
10–county area. [We] actively go 
out and court site consultants, 
[and] we’re always letting them 
know that whenever they have a 
prospect or client to make sure 
they look at Houston.

When a company starts look-
ing, they have a number of issues 
they are trying to deal with. So 
we will work with them, trying 
to provide them with the data 
[and] information. The company 
will usually be looking at about 
20 different metropolitan areas. 
If we can get a company to come 
look at Houston, at least half the 
time they end up deciding on 
Houston.

What role does improved mobility 
and transportation play in 
competing in a global economy?

Mobility is a concern, and it 
is something that the region as 
whole is working on and some-
thing that [GHP] is involved in. 
In the past, there has been a great 
deal of emphasis on expanding 
our freeway and roadway system. 
You can’t simply build more 
roads to get yourself out of a situ-
ation. There’s a whole package of 
what you need to do to increase 
mobility. One of the things is 
flex time—where you don’t put 
everybody on the road to get to 
work at 8 a.m., but let [employees] 
come in between 7 and 9 a.m. 
or you let them work four days 
rather than five days. There’s the 
idea of telecommuting. There’s 
van-pooling and ride-sharing. 
The park and ride is a wonderful 
system. One thing that is great, 
which has occurred in this region 
over the last 30 years, is to hold a 

good paying, white-collar job you 
do not have to work downtown. 
That’s something that deals with 
mobility—not trying to centralize 
all the jobs in one area.

When you’re talking about 
economic trends, what indicators 
do you look at and watch 
closely?

There are probably about two 
dozen [indicators]. One of the 
best indicators out there is the 
purchasing managers index, or 
PMI. The PMI is put together 
by the Houston chapter of the 
Institute for Supply Management. 
They get on the phone or send 
forms out to different purchas-
ing managers and ask questions. 
After crunching the numbers, 
they come up with a PMI that 
tells you what the economy is 
going to do over the next three or 
four months. If you plot the PMI 
over time, it mirrors so much of 
what we’ve seen over the last four 

or five years. It may not be fully 
scientific because it’s simply call-
ing [people] up and asking what’s 
going on, but it’s just been an 
incredible predictor of what goes 
on. The last time I checked the 
PMI, it was about 60.8.

With the opening of ExxonMobile 
in The Woodlands, how does 
that campus affect economic 
development in the surrounding 
areas?

For Houston as a whole, it is 
very beneficial. For that region, 
it’s going to be incredible. It is an 
injection of capital, an injection 
of jobs and an injection of spend-
ing. All the areas surrounding 
that area—land values are going 
to go up. People are going to be 
wanting to put in office buildings 
and other things because Exxon’s 
clients and customers are going 
to want to be close by and so they 
are going to be leasing space and 
buildings nearby. Employees 

are going to want to live as close 
as possible to where they work, 
and so you’re going to see more 
houses built and sold in that area. 

In general, we have lots of 
energy and energy service 
companies looking at Houston 
right now. It is kind of ironic that 
25 years ago we were concerned 
about energy. We thought it was 
a bad business to be in because it 
really hurt the economy, and 25 
years later the energy industry 
really is what helped us recover. 
In the last two years, we’ve added 
close to 30,000 jobs. If you con-
sider the oil and gas companies, 
the exploration companies, the 
manufacturers, the oil field ser-
vice workers—the energy indus-
try has such a high multiplier 
here it’s really one of the things 
that has helped us recover faster 
than everybody else. Part of it is 
developing this shale exploration 
for gas and oil.
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DESIGN CONSULTATION

& ESTIMATEFREE
• Flagstone Patios
• Pools / Ponds / Water Falls
• Outdoor Kitchens / Firepits

• Landscape Design & Installation
• Pavers / Stamped Concrete
• Sprinkler Systems

• Landscape Lighting
• Pergolas / Arbors
• Patio Covers 

2635 Old Louetta Loop (1.5m West of I-45 on Louetta) 281•651•1971

www.NativeTexasLandscapes.net

(832)390-2140

College Park Shopping Center | 3335 College Park Dr. 

 Facebook/tbcthewoodlands

Experience the explosive total body workouts you’ve been craving at 
TITLE Boxing Club. Tailored after boxing, kickboxing, and mixed 
martial arts. TITLE Boxing Club’s POWER HOUR are designed to  
accommodate all fitness levels. Come try a class today!  
Your first shot is FREE!

HIT IT HARD® at  
TITLE Boxing Club today. 

First Shot Free applies to first time 
visits only. Bring this ad in to club 
for a FREE class. 

This TITLE Boxing Club® is an  
independently owned and operated 
franchise of Captain’s LLC.

now open iN THE WOODLANDS

HOLIDAY SPECIAL
• Zero Enrollment Fee
• 1 pair of Free aerobic boxing gloves per  
   household or membership
• 1 free personal training session per  
   membership w/trainer of your choice

SEE CLUB FOR DETAILS
EXPIRES 12/31/12
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Don Gebert
‘Accidental genius’ helped create  
The Woodlands’ sense of community

D on Gebert builds communities. 
He has built them in the jungles 
of Guyana, in the inner cities of 

America, and in a fledgling township 
in Texas. He has broken down socio-
economic barriers and bridged racial and 
religious gaps. His “accidental genius” 
ideas, as he calls them, played a crucial role 
in ensuring The Woodlands became more 
than just another undistinguished suburb. 

After graduating college with a degree in 
finance, Gebert, also an ordained Lutheran 
minister, began work restoring gang-rav-
aged inner-city Philadelphia. He convinced 
big-monied bankers to fund programs to 
get gang members off the streets and unite 
community residents. Later, he was called 
upon to to train missionaries in Guyana in 
South America. 

“Then I got a phone call one day about 
a new town in Texas. I’d never been to 
Texas,” Gebert said.  “This was 1974.”

Gebert was asked by the early founders 
of The Woodlands to move his family from 
Philadelphia to a new community 20 miles 
north of Houston that, at the time, had 

don Gebert helped established Interfaith and its noted directory after learning of the community’s needs.

B
ri

an
 W

al
ze

l

little hope of ever succeeding. So Gebert 
brought his wife, Barbara, and their five 
children to The Woodlands, where in 
1975 he was tasked with building a com-
munity, particularly a religious commu-
nity, that Mitchell saw as imperative to 
the success of The Woodlands.

With little direction and less money, 
Gebert’s first action was another of his 
accidental genius ideas.

“I decided I was going to visit everyone 
who lived here,” he said. “So, I went to 
everyone’s house. I knew that if we were 
going to build a decent community, we’ve 
got to work together.”

Gebert got to know all 70 residents of 
The Woodlands and learned their needs 
and what the community lacked. He 
quickly realized the new development 
needed a lot: child care facilities, senior 
citizen services, support groups, commu-
nity centers and faith organizations. 

“I knew everything about everyone who 
moved to The Woodlands,” Gebert said. “I 
ended up visiting over 1,000 families in the 
first five years.”

Through the contacts he established, 
relationships he formed with the monied 
community leaders and innovative capital-
raising programs, the much-needed ser-
vices and facilities began to take shape. He 
established Interfaith, the largest and most 
successful community service organization 
in the 40-year history of The Woodlands, 
by bringing together leaders from six dif-
ferent religious denominations. 

His stroke of accidental genius struck 
again when, after visiting each family in 
The Woodlands, he compiled a four-page 
directory of residents. The directory listed 

names, addresses, phone numbers, ages 
and even birth dates of every Woodlands 
resident. It was coded by neighborhood, 
so, Gebert said, if a mother of a 3-year-old 
wanted to know if another 3-year-old her 
child could play with lived in her neigh-
borhood, she could find out by checking 
the directory. What would become the 
Interfaith directory was one of the key 
components of the early success of The 
Woodlands and its sense of community.

“I’ve always had a sense of community,” 
Gebert said. “What we were doing with 
Interfaith was getting people to peek across 
the fence. We built a more loving and 

By Brian Walzel

Imran Fayaz MD MSc FRCSC FACS P.A.
Neurological Surgery

Diplomate 
American Board of Neurological Surgery

Fellow 
American College of Surgeons

Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada

www.fayazneurosurgery.com1111 Medical Plaza Drive, Suite 200
The Woodlands, Texas 77380  |  Office: 281-880-0700

PROCEDURES
Non-surgical Treatments
Spinal Decompression and/or Fusion
Spinal Artificial Disc, Total Disc Replacement
Microneurosurgery
Minimally Invasive Spine Surgery

CONDITIONS
Neck and/or Back Pain, Injury or Trauma
Herniated Disc, Pinched Nerves and Spinal Arthritis
Spinal Stenosis and/or Deformity
Cervical and Lumbar Spondylosis
Cervical and Lumbar Degenerative Disc Disease

IF YOUR NECK OR BACK PAIN IS KEEPING YOU FROM LIVING

THE QUALITY OF LIFE YOU DESIRE … CALL US AT 281-880-0700.

The Brain and Spine Institute of North Houston is your answer! We will
get you back on track with state-of-the-art care, close to home.

Dr. Fayaz invites you to review his patients’ comments regarding his superior level of care on
independent websites such as DoctorsDig.com, Healthgrades.com, RateMDs.com and 
Vitals.com.
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Montgomery County Women’s Center
Shelter aims to provide safety, fresh start The Montgomery County 

Women’s Center provides 
programs and assistance 

for abused women.  

NONPROFiT

By Andrea Bolt

E ach year, the Montgomery 
County Women’s Center 
receives about 15,000 calls 

to its crisis hotline, a “staggering” 
number that MCWC Executive 
Director Sarah Raleigh said is 
steadily increasing and keeping 
their shelter booked

MCWC has served as a safe 
haven for abused women since 
1982 when it was incorporated 
into the Montgomery County 
Rape Crisis Coalition. In 1986, 
MCWC expanded its services 
into what it offers women today, 
including residential programs, 
emergency shelter and transi-
tional housing, community edu-
cational outreach, legal services, 
and sexual assault recovery and 
counseling programs. The shelter, 
Sheltering Oaks, is located at an 
undisclosed area in Conroe. 

Raleigh said women most often 
flee in the middle of the night, 
with no purse, no car — only 
carrying their children and the 
clothes on their backs. 

“It’s heartbreaking, it really 
is,” Raleigh said. “We try and 
make it as smooth for the kids as 
possible, but sometimes mom is 
badly injured, scared. We’ve had 
women come in with two broken 
arms, a broken jaw, bruises, but 
when they get here, they know 
they’re safe.”

Sheltering Oaks has the 
capacity to house 75 women and 
children and features on-site 
counseling, legal, medical, child 
counseling and care services. 
Women are encouraged to attend 
yoga classes, meditation and 
book club meetings. 

Raleigh said once women 
arrive there, begin the intake pro-
cess, determine what legal steps 
they will take and get settled in, 
the healing process can begin. 
She said group therapy and coun-
seling sessions have been effective 
in helping women to understand 
they have the power to take con-
trol of their lives and the choice 
to not return to their abuser. 

Raleigh said unfortunately, 
many of them do return to their 
former situations, be it because 
of lack of affordable housing or 
trouble finding work. 

As a result, the Reaching 
Pines transitional housing units 
MCWC has built specifically help 
women in transition and have 
been exceptionally useful for the 
organization. 

The apartments come fully 
furnished and in one- to four-
bedroom units. The complex is 
gated and safe, as a Montgomery 
County Sheriff’s deputy lives full-
time on the property. 

Upon moving out, the fami-
lies and women are allowed to 
take their donated furniture and 
household items to their next 
home. 

“Once they get here and we 
get the process rolling, they can 
breathe again,” Raleigh said. 
“These women become battered 
women; they don’t set out to be a 
battered woman.”

Raleigh said keeping up the 
momentum of moving forward 
is crucial to helping the women 
and children out of the shelter 
and into better, more empowered 
situations. Raleigh said getting 
through to the children is key, as 
abused kids are more than likely 

to end up as abusers or victims as 
adults. 

“Every time a woman leaves 
here, finds a job and starts a new 
life, we know we’ve made a dif-
ference,” said Raleigh. “It’s never 
who you expect; it really is your 
neighbor.”

Montgomery County Women’s Center donation options

• Something Special, the MCWC’s 
resale store, located in Portofino 
Center in Shenandoah, at 19073 
i-45 S.

• Monetary donations are accepted 
throughout the year online at   
www.mcwcthewoodlands.org

• Food donations may be dropped 
off at 1401 Airport Road, Conroe

• The center is always in need of 
furniture, purses, ladies’ socks, 
pull-ups/diapers, baby monitors, 
gas cards and volunteers to help 
work the resale store and to also 
help sort items at the shelter and 
headquarters in Conroe.

 936-441-7273
 www.mcwcthewoodlands.org
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COMMUNiTY

By Andrea Bolt

Woodlands Watch 
Community policing effort helps keep neighborhoods safe

I n The Woodlands, knowing one’s neighbors is 
not only considered an act of courtesy, but often 
considered a necessity that is tied to maintaining 

a safer community.
The Woodlands Watch, the community’s 28-year-

old neighborhood watch program, encourages 
residents to know their neighbors, have a symbiotic 
relationship with local law enforcement agencies 
and to prevent neighborhood crime by being vigi-
lant, involved and aware.

The program is made up of residents, law enforce-
ment and program specialists through The Wood-
lands Township. Together, these entities act as a 
community policing system wherein residents, in 
partnership with local law enforcement, keep an eye 
on their neighborhoods to detect abnormalities and 
to deter crime. 

Woodlands Township Law Enforcement Director 
Marian Leck said The Woodlands Watch program is 
essential to residents as an awareness program and 
is a highly effective crime deterrent. 

“The Woodlands is very good with community-
oriented policing, and the police force could not and 
should not do it alone,” Leck said. “Nobody decides 
or knows what belongs on your street better than 
you and your neighbors.”

Leck said the program was established in 
1984, after a study conducted by Rice University 

confirmed The Woodlands population was “an 
educated public” concerned with the safety of its 
community. 

The idea of the program is to encourage neighbors 
to be aware of their neighborhood and surroundings 
and what is or is not normal behavior or activity. 

Leck said there are four program specialists 
responsible for each of The Woodlands’ eight vil-
lages. In recent years, programs, such as Senior 
Watch, Apartment Watch, Campus Watch and 
Vacation Watch, have all been added to the list of  
programs offered and covered by the watch. 

 Cochran’s Crossing Village Association repre-
sentative Gary Conwell said he feels the program 
encourages an open relationship between the 
township, residents and law enforcement. Conwell 
said many residents use Vacation Watch and like 
knowing they can call the law enforcement and 
request for a deputy to spend extra time patrolling 
the neighborhood while families are away.

He also said the crime prevention and Wood-
lands Watch-related events and meetings, such as 
National Night Out, Good Neighbor Days, Village 
Association and Watch Talk Wednesday meetings, 
are helpful and afford residents a better chance to 
understand the program and to become involved. 

“Overall, neighborhoods where neighbors know 
neighbors are safer places to live,” said Conwell. 

The Woodlands Watch program is part of The Woodlands’ community-oriented polic-
ing efforts in which neighbors help look out for the safety of others. 
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• National Night Out
• Watch Talk Wednesdays
• Park Watch Meetings
• Good Neighbor Days
• Apartment Watch
• Senior Events
• Campus Watch
• Public Safety Student Awareness  
 Program
• Woodlands Alert

The Woodlands Watch
281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

How to get involved in The Woodlands Watch
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Before the start of construction of a transportation 

project that receives federal funding, the Texas 

Department of Transportation must submit to the 

Federal Highway Administration an Environmental 

Impact Statement. An EIS is a document that 

describes the project details, its impact on the 

surrounding environment and potential alternatives 

that could lessen any negative impacts.

Segment E of the Grand Parkway will connect I-10 in 
Katy to Hwy. 290 in Cypress when complete by the 
end of 2013, but the project did not begin without 
some environmental hurdles.

 

Construction on many state and federal transportation 
projects sometimes experiences lengthy delays 
as projects work to gain environmental clearance. The 
intricacies of the steps in evaluating potential 
environmental impacts, evaluating alternatives, 
conducting research, engaging the public 
through open meetings, completing the required 
documents and coordinating with the involved 
agencies all can lead to project delays. 

NOVEMBER 2012

State and federal agencies, such as the Army Corps of Engineers, The Texas Wildlife 
Department, and biological, historical and even archaeological organizations often 
analyze transportation projects as part of the environmental clearance procedure to 
determine how the project may affect the surrounding area. 

If a project or portion of a project is determined 
to have a negative impacts on its environment, 
is it not necessarily a fatal flaw. If TxDOT 
shows that all reasonable alternatives were 
pursued and every effort was made to 
negate the negative impacts, a project 
still may receive environmental clearance. 

When a transportation project impacts a natural environment, such as a wetland, 
the project's proposal must include plans to accommodate that environment. An 
example would be creating more wetland space than was previously affected by 
a roadway.

ENVIRONMENTAL
CLEARANCE

CASE IN POINT...

Grand Parkway
Segment E 99

Since the future toll road will run through a wetland 
and grassland area, the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers 
was required to obtain a wetland permit to build the 
road. Although the permit was granted in 2011, two 
lawsuits were filed in response to environmental 
concerns in an attempt to stop the project.
 

The lawsuits were in regards to flooding downstream 
since more development is expected to occur around 
the Segment E corridor. Increased development is 
one contributor to flooding downstream, as water 
runs off concrete quicker than undeveloped land.

Compiled by: Brian Walzel and Marie Leonard

Source: Texas Department of Transportation

PERFORM
AT YOUR BEST
Low T Therapy

$399
- Includes Of� ce Visit, Initial blood test
- 2 months of testosterone therapy
- Increase Strength and Endurance
- Increase Libido & Sexual Desire
- Enhance Mood & Well-Being
- Increase Lean Muscle Mass, Increase Energy

GUARANTEED RESULTS on your 
� rst visit or it’s FREE

• Erectile Dysfunction and         
Premature Ejaculation

WOODLANDS: 832-510-2777
1011 Medical Plaza Drive, Suite 230

HOUSTON: 713-588-1416
2630 Fountain View Drive, Suite 409

MensClinicsofAmerica.com
Improving Men’s Health And Performance

Only 
$99
Only 
$99
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1 a seasonal pumpkin patch 

has been featured this fall at 

the farmers market.

2 dancing dog dairy sells 

soap made from goat’s milk.

3 Vendors offer olive oils 

made in Texas. 

4 local residents can pur-

chase their own tomato plants 

at the farmers market.

5 Shoppers can find a 

variety of local foods, such as 

tamales.

6 local honey is a farmers 

market favorite.

7 The Grogans Mill market 

offers fresh vegetables grown 

in season.

Grogan’s Mill Farmers Market
Grogan’s Mill Village Center
every Saturday, 8 a.m.–noon
www.grogansmillvillage.com

1

2

4

3

7

6

5
By Brian Walzel

Offering Woodlands consumers a break from their tra-
ditional grocery shopping experience, The Grogan’s Mill 
Farmers Market is quickly becoming one of the most dis-
tinctive ongoing events in the community.

Now in its fifth year, the farmers market is held from 8 
a.m. to noon each Saturday at the Grogan’s Mill Village 
Center parking lot and features dozens of local merchants 
selling everything from handmade soap to grass-fed beef. 

Dana Denton, chairwoman of the Farmers Market Com-
mittee, said the market originally was held only for about 
two or three months each during the fall and spring season, 
but vendor and customer demand increased.

“We were hearing it from two sides, from our custom-
ers, who were coming in Saturday mornings, and from our 
vendors, who asked that we stay open all year,” she said.

The market’s vendors offer items such as gourmet coffees, 
tamales, bakery-fresh breads and sweets, local honey and 
fresh fruits and vegetables grown on area farms.

Denton said the fresh produce available at the market 
varies, depending on the season. But she said all produce 
is grown in Texas. 

The farmers market is put on each week by the Grogan’s 
Mill Village Association, a group of Grogan’s Mill residents 
who serve as community liaisons to The Woodlands Town-
ship and put on village events. The proceeds raised from 
each week’s markets benefit the Village Association’s phil-
anthropical endeavors, such as student scholarships.

CLOSE-UP

Grogan’s Mill
FARMERS

Market
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T hough times have changed as society 
has made its way into the digital age, 
old school fun still exists, and Mitch-

ell Tate will be waiting to lace up one of 
his 700 pairs of skates for those who would 
rather hit the roller rink than Tinseltown 
or the Apple Store.

As the owner for the last 10 years of SK8 
Town in Spring, Tate is at the helm of the 
family friendly roller skating rink that 
plays host to more than 30 birthday party 
celebrations a week and bustles with roller 
rink fever Friday and Saturday nights. 

For Tate and SK8 Town, people and 
good, clean fun have always been at the 
heart of the business. 

“We just aim to be a place that offers 
good, affordable family fun and lots of 
value,” he said. 

Tate said his business is fighting to stay 
relevant in an age where roller rinks are 
vestiges of the Baby Boomer generation’s 
’70s past and mostly appealing today to 
the pre-teen and “tween” crowd. Recog-
nizing this trend, Tate dabbles in selling 
skateboards and skateboarding accessories, 
figuring kids who roller skate may also be 
interested in skating on a board. 

Although Tate said he likes to keep it 
“old-school a little bit,” SK8 Town has 
adopted an innovative online party book-
ing system and uses social networking, 
such as Facebook, to advertise for family 
fun nights and local school PTO fundrais-
ing events.

“We wanted to add interest, so that’s 
where the skateboards come in. That was 
my idea, and we want to make it easy for 
people to plan parties and look at prices 
[with the website],” Tate said. 

Tate, a former speed skating coach, said 
he has no special secrets for being a good 

Mitchell Tate has owned and operated Sk8 Town for the past 10 years. 

roller skater or to prevent falling, but he 
said SK8 Town’s special maple hardwood 
floor, with its polyurethane finish, helps 
skaters’ wheels better grip the surface for a 
smoother ride. 

“It’s like a riding a bike. Once you know 
how to do it, you just know,” Tate said. “It’s 
hard to explain.” 

Tate said though times are different, the 
business, and fun, of roller skating is not 
passe. 

“We focus on the young ones and work 
to make it a really good family atmo-
sphere,” Tate said. “Back in ’77, when disco 
was big, it was mainly adults [skating]. On 
Friday nights, you’d get 200 to 300 people 
in here. Now, my biggest crowd is 13 and 
under. It was just different back then.”

Although not much has changed on 
the inside, save for playing Justin Bieber 
instead of the Bee 
Gees, new neon 
lights and a cleaner 
space, the world is a 
different place now 
for small businesses 
like Tate’s. 

“Back then, there 
was no such thing 
as movie theaters with 24 screens, you 
know?” he said. “People would come to 
places like roller rinks and bowling alleys. 
It was kind of a novelty thing back then.”

Tate said the growth of places like 
commercial movie theaters and corporate 
giants like Main Event have made it hard 
for businesses like his, but Tate said SK8 
Town is not going anywhere. 

“There’s so many stories to be told in a 
skating rink,” Tate said. “It’s cyclical. I’ve 
seen a lot of kids I used to watch skate 
come back with their own children. It’s 
rewarding.” 

SK8 Town 
846 Rayford Road 
Spring
281-292-2626
www.sk8town.com

By Andrea Bolt

SK8 Town
Keeping The Woodlands 
rolling since 1983

ENTERTAiNMENT

“We just aim to be 
a place that offers 

good, affordable 
family fun and lots 

of value.”
—Mitchell Tate
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Growing

As with any financial decision, buyers are encouraged t    o do their own due diligence when selecting a 
home builder. Woodforest makes no representation or warranties on the quality of the homebuilders. 
Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. Realtors Welcome. 05/12

Where life Grows.

When it comes to master-planned communities in
Montgomery County, Woodforest is flexing plenty of muscle. 

With a 27-hole golf course for mom and dad. Parks, playgrounds
and a splash park for the kids. Miles of hike and bike trails
for the whole family. And shopping, dining, entertainment

and recreational activities - all just minutes away.

Woodforest has a powerful line up of new homes priced to suit
every lifestyle. You’ll find patio homes, homes with golf-course and

lake views, and amenity-filled custom homes on up to one-acre homesites.

Woodforest – growing stronger every day.

936-447-2800 · WoodforestTx.com
Homes from the $150s to $1 Million+f

Coventry Homes
Darling Homes

DR Horton
Highland Homes

Jeff Paul Custom Homes
Lennar Homes

Newmark Homes 
Partners in Building

Perry Homes
Ryland Homes

Sullivan Signature Homes
Village Builders

Over 50 homes ready for Move-In!
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Activities

1  Galveston Beach–East Beach
Galveston’s public beaches are 
open for surfing, swimming, 
fishing and lounging in the sand. 
Galveston’s East Beach, at the 
far eastern tip of the island, is 
the largest beach in Texas. On 
occasion, special events such 
as concerts and sand castle 
competitions take place. Chairs and 
umbrellas are available for rent on 
weekends from May–August.
May weekdays 9 a.m.–5 p.m., 
weekends 9 a.m.–6 p.m.
June–September weekdays  
9 a.m.–6 p.m., weekends  
8 a.m.–7 p.m. Parking prices vary.

2  Moody Gardens
One hope Blvd. • 800-582-4673 
www.moodygardens.com

The theme park offers something 
for every member of the family 
with more than nine different 
attractions, including a Caribbean-
inspired aquarium and an authentic 
rainforest recreation. The entire 
complex offers everything from 
a 4D movie theater to cruises 
on an 1800s-style paddlewheel 
boat replica. The “Palm Beach” 
area—featuring a lazy river and 
Galveston’s only white sands 
beach—is open weekends starting 
May 12. 10:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m.  
$49.95 per person for one day of 
all attractions, individual attraction 
costs vary.

A day trip to: 

Galveston Island
Galveston Island, located on the shore of the Gulf of Mexico, is a little more than an hour-

and-a-half drive from The Woodlands and is a great destination for a quick day trip or a week-
end stay. The beach town offers historical museums, a variety of shops and boutiques, fresh 
seafood restaurants, and, of course, plenty of beaches.

3  Texas Seaport Museum
Pier 21, No. 8 • 409-763-1877
www.tsm-elissa.com

Part of the Galveston historical 
Foundation, the museum is the 
home of Elissa, a historic ship built 
for commerce in 1877. Tours are 
available on the actual ship, and a 
museum and theater on site feature 
photos and films documenting the 
story of Elissa. The museum also 
has an exhibit about shrimping in 
Galveston and a database of more 
than 130,000 immigrants who 
entered the United States through 

the island.
10 a.m.–5 p.m. daily 
$5 (Ages 6–18) $8 (adult), free for 
children under 5.

Dining

4  Gaido’s Seafood Restaurant
3828 Seawall Blvd. • 409-762-9625
www.gaidos.com

Serving fresh and hand-prepared 
Gulf Coast seafood, Gaido’s is a 
necessary stop for anyone looking 
to experience the best of Galveston 
cuisine. The restaurant has been a 
part of the island’s seafood culture 
for 100 years and is run by Fourth-
generation Gaido family members. 
Recommended menu items include 
the Crabmeat Cheesecake ($12), 
Snapper Michael ($31) and Blue 
Cheese Grits ($5). Mon.–Thu. 11 
a.m.–9 p.m., Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–10 
p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.–8:30 p.m.

5  The Sunflower Bakery & Cafe
512 14th St. • 409-763-5500
www.thesunflowerbakeryandcafe.com
The Sunflower Bakery and Cafe 
specializes in serving fresh 
American food for breakfast, lunch 
and dinner in a comfortable, bright 
setting. Local restaurant owners 
harry and Lisa Blair also boast 
the freshest bakery in Galveston. 
Noteworthy menu items include 
the tomato basil soup ($4 per cup), 
rotisserie chicken ($7.95 for ¼ of the 
chicken) and fresh Gulf fish, such as 
the Texas blue crab cakes ($14.95). 
The restaurant also has a selection 
of homemade desserts, such as 
cookies, pies, cobblers and cakes.
Mon.–Thu. 7 a.m.–7 p.m.,  
Fri. 7 a.m.–9 p.m.,  
Sat. 8 a.m.–9 p.m.,  
Sun. 8 a.m.–3 p.m.

w Shopping

6  Gracie’s Gift Shop
2228 The Strand • 409-762-2515 
www.graciesgiftshop.com

Owner Gennette Bassett opened her 
gift store and boutique around 14 
years ago on The Strand. The store 
offers hundreds of items, including 
candles, jewelry, face and body care 
products, purses and handbags, 
children’s toys and apparel, and a 
variety of home decorations. Bassett 
is adding new items to her stock 
regularly, which she picks up from 
an array of different venues.
Sun.–Thu. 9:30 a.m.–6 p.m., Fri. 9:30 
a.m.–8 p.m., Sat. 9:30 a.m.–8 p.m.
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A day trip to: 

Brenham
A day trip to Brenham provides an escape from the hustle and bustle of the city, traffic, work 

and school commitments. There are a number of attractions for singles, couples and families alike 
to enjoy. Brenham is not only full of rich history and dynamic architecture, it is also home to the 
largest ice cream distributor in the state, a nationally known airport restaurant and quaint shops.

Activities

1  Blue Bell Creameries
1101 S. Blue Bell Road  
800-327-8135
www.bluebell.com

Thousands of gallons of homemade 
Vanilla, Cookies ‘n Cream and Dutch 
Chocolate ice cream are concocted 
every day at Blue Bell Creameries in 
Brenham. Visitors can stop by the 
world headquarters of the ice cream 
giant and tour the factory. The tour 
explains how the ice cream gets 
from the farm to the table. After the 
tour, each guest is served a scoop 
of fresh ice cream in the Country 
Store, which also sells distinctive 
dessert products.
Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.–5 p.m.,  
Sat. (Feb.–Dec.) 10 a.m.–4 p.m.  
(no weekend tours)  
$5 • Reservations recommended BRENHAM
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2   Brenham Heritage Museum
105 N. Market St. • 979-830-8445
www.brenhamheritagemuseum.org

Just outside the town square is 
the old U.S. Post Office building, 
which was constructed in 1915. 
The large, red-brick building 
was turned into the Brenham 
heritage Museum in 1991 and 
houses the history of the town 
and Washington County. Special 
exhibits are displayed throughout 
the year. The museum asks for a 
$1 admission donation fee.
Wed. 1–4 p.m.,  
Thu.–Sat. 10 a.m.–4 p.m.

3  Giddings Stone Mansion
2203 Century Circle • 979-836-1690
www.giddingsstonemansion.com

Built in 1870, this Greek Revival-style 
house sits atop a hill right outside 
downtown Brenham. Although 
primarily used for weddings and 
large events, visitors can arrange 
a tour of the mansion for groups of 
10 or more during the week or for 
smaller groups on the weekends. 
Group tours for 10 or more are 
given throughout the week for $10 a 
person. if the mansion is not open 
for a tour, passersby can observe 
the distinct architectural features, 
including the two-story porch with 
Doric columns.
Open by appointment

Dining

4  Southern Flyer Diner
3001 Aviation Way (Brenham 
Municipal Airport) • 979-836-5462
www.southernflyer.com

Jack and Janet hess opened 
their homestyle diner in 2002 to 
take diners back to the happy 
times of the 1950s. The restaurant 
is connected to the airport and 
serves hamburgers, chicken-fried 
chicken, ice cream shakes and other 
comfort foods to both pilots and 
land dwellers. More than 54,000 
pilots voted to elect it the best fly-in 
restaurant in the United States. The 
diner earned this title between 2006 
and 2009 from $100 hamburger 
magazine.
Sun–Thu 11 a.m.–3 p.m.,  
Fri–Sat 11 a.m.–9 p.m

5  Must Be Heaven 
107 W. Alamo St. • 979-830-8536
www.mustbeheaven.com

Must Be heaven brings patrons back 
to the heyday of ice cream parlors 
and soda shops. Offering numerous 
ice cream treats—banana splits, 
shakes and sundaes—along with 
hand crafted sandwiches and soups, 
it is a great lunch spot and popular 
with the locals. The cafe also offers a 
variety of pies. 
Mon–Sat 8 a.m.–5 p.m.,  
Sun 11 a.m.–3 p.m. 

Shopping

6  Today and Yesterday
101 W. Alamo St. • 979-830-0707
www.todayandyesterdayantiques.
com

it is appropriate that this fully 
stocked antique store is located 
in one of Brenham’s most historic 
buildings—the Brenham Opera 
house, which was built in 1872. 
Owner Bebe hayward sells a variety 
of distinctive gifts, stained-glass 
windows, Tiffany lamps, furniture 
and dishware.
Mon–Sat 11 a.m.–5 p.m.,  
Sun 1–5 p.m.

Compiled by Community Impact Newspaper staff

 Take an ordinary journey to an extraordinary place!

Saturday, November 10, 10am
Pruning and Grafting Fruit Trees 

*MGCEU
Presented by: Bill Adams

All you need to know about pruning and 
grafting your fruits and berries.
Bill is a well-known professional 

photographer and Extension Agent 
Emeritus for Harris County.

Saturday, November 10, 1-5pm
Premier Sharpening

Keep your gardening tools and knives 
sharp. On site sharpening available.

See their website for pricing: 
www.premiersharpening.com

 

Thursday, November 15, 10am
Holiday Entertaining

Presented by: Chef Molly Fowler
Tips to take you through the 
holiday season stress free!!!

Molly combines her years of catering 
expertise with her wide-ranging experience 

as a cooking instructor to demonstrate 
entertaining with ease, fl air and impact.

Saturday, December 1, 4pm-7pm
Christmas Open House

Music, food and fun
that is the recipe for this event. 

Our annual “Thank you” to 
all of our friends.

We’ll have the Zydeco music of 
Curtis Poullard! 

b 1b 1

281.351.8851 • 15635 FM 2920 • Tomball, TX 77377 
Open 7 days a week • www.arborgate.com

The Arbor Gate
More events & details available online

*MGCEU: Eligible for Master Gardener Continuing Education

www.premiersharpening.comp p g
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Woodlands Crossing Shopping Center
The Woodlands Crossing 
Shopping Center, located at the 
southeast corner of Woodlands 
Parkway and Kuykendahl Road, 
features about 128,000 square 
feet of commercial retail space. 
About 3,700 square feet of space 
are left to be developed. Wood-
lands Crossing is anchored by the 
13,500-square-foot Trader Joe’s, a 
speciality grocery store and Petco, 
which sells pet care goods and 
accessories. The center is being 
developed by Realm Realty. 

1  24-Hour Fitness offers its 
members state-of-the-art equip-
ment, cardio and resistance train-
ing, online nutrition, group exer-
cise classes and a staff of personal 
trainers. The club’s other ameni-
ties include basketball, heated lap 
pools, volleyball, racquetball and 
massage, as well as saunas, steam 
rooms and whirlpools. 10860 
Kuykendahl Road. 281-292-2831. 
www.24hourfitness.com

2  Ace Hardware sells outdoor 
lawn and garden equipment, 
paint and accessories, home 
goods, tools, hardware, plumb-
ing, electrical and auto goods. 
The store also offers key-cutting, 
glass repair, propane service and 
a utility payment center. 10720 
Kuykendahl Road. 832-482-3063. 
www.acehardware.com

3  Woodlands Emergency 
Center offers emergency care for 
adults and children with board-
certified ER physicians. Wood-
lands Emergency Center can 
care for major injuries, such as 
heart attack and stroke, to minor 
injuries. 10710 Kuykendahl Road. 
281-681-7700.  
www.woodlandser.org

4  Center Court Tennis is 
coming soon to The Woodlands 
Crossing Shopping Center and 
will be located at 10700 Kuykend-
ahl Road, Ste. B. The sports retail 
store specializes in tennis athlete 
outfitting and gear. 281-222-7832

5  Tristiani The home décor and 
apparel store offers a wide array 
of modern and traditional home 
decoration stylings. 10700 Kuyk-
endahl Road. 281-364-6631.

6  Nothing Bundt Cakes dessert 
shop offers a variety of bundt cake 
flavors, including pecan praline, 
white chocolate raspberry and 

CORRiDOR

red velvet, as well as seasonal and 
birthday cakes. Their cakes are 
made with real eggs, butter and 
cream cheese. 10868 Kuykendahl 
Road. 281-419-8026.  
www.nothingbundtcakes.com

7  Red Mango offers sweet and 
tart frozen yogurts, fruit smooth-
ies, fruit and yogurt blends, 
yogurt parfaits, frozen lemonades 
and frozen coffee drinks. 10868 
Kuykendahl Road. 281-298-5505. 
www.redmangousa.com

8  Walgreens 24-hour phar-
macy fills prescriptions and sells 
over-the-county medications, as 
well as health care and beauty 
goods, food and drinks, snacks, 
and vitamins and supplements. 
6467 Woodlands Parkway.  
281-292-7948.  
www.walgreens.com

9  Flooring America offers cus-
tomers more than 17,000 different 
flooring options to choose from, 
including carpet, hardwood, tile 
and vinyl flooring. 10700 Kuyk-
endahl Road. 281-363-1962.  
www.flooringamerica.com

10 Elements Spa massage thera-
pists work with customers and 
spend time with them to under-
stand the problem areas and learn 
about any health conditions. The 
staff works to customize the expe-
rience to meet clients needs and 
provide relief from pain, release 
of tension and reduction of stress. 

832-585-0011.  
www.elementsmassage.com/
thewoodlands

11  Comerica Bank offers 
personal finance and business 
banking, drive-thru teller and 
ATM  service and in-person lobby 
service. 281-465-9283.  
www.comerica.com

12  Starbucks at Woodlands 
Crossing offers customers a 
variety of both hot and cold cof-
fee drinks, snacks and breakfast 
items, as well as season drinks. 
The store features drive-thru 
service, outdoor seating and free 
Wi-Fi access. 281-419-3207.  
www.starbucks.com

13  Dickey’s Barbecue Pit pro-
vides catering and delivery ser-
vices, a kid-friendly atmosphere, 
take out and curbside pick-up, 
vegetarian selections, kids-eat-
free Sundays, and down-home 
barbeque. 281-298-8422.  
www.dickeys.com

14  Via Emilia Italian  
Restaurant has been serving 
authentic Italian cuisine in Hous-
ton for more than 13 years, spe-
cializing in homemade pastas and 
classic Northern Italian dishes. 
Originally from Ravenna, situated 
in the Emilia-Romagna region of 
Northern Italy, restaurateurs Elda 
and Carlos Orioli have passion for 
Italian cuisine and have been in 
the food business for more than 

50 years. 281-465-9555.  
www.viaemiliarestaurant.com

15  Smiles By Burgess is “for 
those who desire a higher level of 
care” concerning comprehensive, 
cosmetic and family dentistry 
in The Woodlands. Dr. Larry 
W. Burgess has been providing 
Woodlands residents with qual-
ity dental care for more than 20 
years. 281-367-5900.  
www.smilesbyburgess.com

16 Dr. Sean Sweeney of Swee-
ney Foot & Ankle Specialists 
office in The Woodlands offers 
all aspects of podiatric medicine. 
Sweeney is a lower extrem-
ity peripheral nerve specialist, 
providing specialized treatment 
for neuropathy, heel pain, tarsal 
tunnel syndrome, fungus and 
wart issues. Call for an appoint-
ment. 281-292-4944.  
www.sweeneyfootankle.com

17  Petco in The Woodlands 
Crossing shopping center loca-
tion offers full-service grooming 
and dog training, as well as an 
aquatics department.  
281-465-4771. www.petco.com

18 Trader Joe’s specialty and 
organic grocery store offers 
organic, top-of-the-line produce, 
frozen meals, wine, cheeses, 
desserts, cookbooks and more. 
281-465-0254.  
www.traderjoes.com

19  SOZO Salon offers a full 
range of salon and spa services, 
including cuts, colors, perms and 
specialty styles. SOZO also pro-
vides hair and scalp treatments, 
makeup applications, massages 
and skin care. 10868 Kuykendahl 
Road. 281-516-0591.  
www.sozosalon.com 
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Woodlands Crossing Shopping Center

FUN FOR THE KIDS
 Bring the kids for free face painting, balloon art, 

games and more.

PHOTOS WITH YOUR FAVORITE 
CHARACTERS
 Step up to our green screen for a photo with  

your favorite Disney Channel characters or 
AMC’s Walking Dead characters.

ENTER TO WIN ONE PAIR OF JUSTIN BIEBER 
CONCERT TICKETS
 Radio Disney will be on-site with your chance 

to enter to win one pair of Justin Bieber concert 
tickets for January 12 in San Antonio.

MEET THE POWER DANCERS
 Meet the Houston Rockets Power Dancers  

in-store from 1:30-3pm.

MEET AN NBA LEGEND
 Houston Rockets legend Calvin Murphy will be 

signing autographs from 2-3pm.

ENTER TO WIN ONE PAIR OF  
JUSTIN BIEBER CONCERT 

TICKETS

Welcome to the new 
home of entertainment

Join Us for The Woodlands XFINITY® Store GRAND OPENING

WHEN: 
Saturday, November 10

10am-3pm

WHERE: 
1501 Lake Robbins Drive 

The Woodlands, TX 77380

We’ll see you there!
EXPERIENCE XFINITY PRODUCTS IN THE AMAZING ATMOSPHERE OF OUR NEW STORE!

Services not available in all areas. Some restrictions apply. Opportunity to meet the Rockets Power Dancers from 1:30pm-3pm, and get an autograph from Calvin Murphy from 2pm-3pm, is on a first come first 
serve basis and limited to these time frames. Due to time constraints, not everyone in attendance may have the opportunity to meet the Rockets Power Dancers or get an autograph from Calvin Murphy. No 
purchase necessary. One pair of Justin Bieber concert tickets subject to official rules at RadioDisney.com. Entries must be received by November 10, 2012 by 12:00 noon CST. Open to legal residents of the 
State of Texas who are 18 or older. Sweepstakes is not open to employees or immediate family members of Comcast Cable Communications Management, LLC or Radio Disney [Inc./LLC], or their respective 
parents, subsidiaries or affiliates or their advertising/promotion agencies and persons living in the same household as such employees. Void where prohibited. Multiple entries accepted. One winner will be randomly 
selected on-site at the Xfinity Store located at 1501 Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands, Texas 77380. ARV: $280.00. Odds of winning depend on the number of eligible entries received.
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Tamina
Former sawmill town has seen little change

O ne of the oldest communities in 
Montgomery County is situated 
on the outskirts of the cities of 

Oak Ridge North and Shenandoah, on the 
east side of the rail road tracks and seem-
ingly a world away from the up-tempo 
corporate culture of The Woodlands.

Founded sometime between 1871, when 
the Houston and Great Northern Rail-
road line was built through Montgomery 
County, and 1897, when the community 
received its first post office, Tamina has 
seen successes and struggles over its 
century-and-a-half existence. 

According to historical reports from the 
Montgomery County Heritage Museum, 
Tamina received its name when com-
munity promoter James H. Berry decided 
to name the town after Tammany Hall in 
New York.

“Apparently, the letter writer submitting 
the name to the postal department had his 
own ideas about the spelling,” one histori-
cal report states. “Thus, Tamina was born.”

The population of Tamina fluctuated 
between about 130 and 100 between 1904 
and 1915. Like much of Montgomery 
County, the land that was home to the 

small community was heavily forested, 
and in 1917 the Grogan-Cochran Lumber 
Company purchased about 3,000 acres of 
land, according to the Texas State Histori-
cal Association.

Those 3,000 acres included what today 
is Tamina, as well as most of The Wood-
lands. The Tamina mill operated for a 
decade, when its closing caused Tamina’s 
population to drop to about 50, accord-
ing to the TSHA. Throughout the next 
20 years, Tamina saw little to no growth, 
and by 1948, the community included just 
12 homes, a few businesses, a church and 
two schools, which only taught grades one 
through seven.

Shirley Grimes, executive director of 
the Tamina Community Center, said one 
of the first schools that served Tamina 
was located on the site of the Chase Bank 
building in The Woodlands at Woodlands 
Parkway and Woodloch Forest Drive.

She said the community did not receive 
water utility service until 1971. Until that 
time, Tamina’s residents only had access to 
well water, Grimes said.

“It was just a rural area,” she said. “They 
didn’t have any lights. The only lights they 

hiSTORY

early in its history, Tamina served as a living community for sawmill workers.
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By Brian Walzel

had was when a resident had pole lights, 
and there were only dirt roads.”

Despite the population explosion in the 
rest of the county over the years, Tamina 
has seen its population remain low.

“There were more people in the com-
munity when I moved in,” Grimes said. 
“I have seen the population decrease. I 
think it’s more or less because of economic 
situation. They have moved to apartments, 
some moved out of town. A majority of our 
residents here are senior citizens.”

Grimes, who has lived in Tamina for 
the past 40 years, said the community has 
always been a close-knit town, led by its 
churches, volunteers and families.

“This community does rely on each 
other,” she said. “In this community, all of 
the people know each other, and they know 
each other’s kids.”

Today, Tamina still resembles the way 
it has been for the past several decades. 
The town features few businesses, several 
churches and a strong sense of community.
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REGiONAL —Abridged stories from our Northwest houston, Katy and Tomball editions Full stories at impactnews.com

Fort Bend County outpacing most of U.S. in job creation 
Katy Fueled by Houston’s robust energy 
and oil and gas sectors combined with 
strategic planning, Fort Bend County job 
growth has increased 78.1 percent from 
2000 to 2011, making it the second-fastest 
growing county in the nation in that 
period.

“Our success is by design and not by 
accident,” said Lance LaCour, president and 
CEO of the Katy Area Economic Develop-
ment Council. “In Katy, our excellent public 
schools, access to I-10 and proximity to the 
Energy Corridor are helping drive our busi-
ness recruitment and growth.” 

The CNN Money Where The Jobs Are 
list ranked the county second in the nation 
for job growth. Most of the growth in the 
county has been along the east side from 
Katy to Missouri City.

“Katy and Fort Bend County are suc-
cessful in bringing jobs to the area because 
we have great leadership and economic 
development corporations implementing 
strong strategic economic development 
plans and working hard to plan and build 
infrastructure, improve quality of life and 
place, helping existing businesses grow, and 

recruiting new businesses,” LaCour said.

Tax incentives
The county has judiciously and effectively 

used tax abatement incentives—short-term 
property tax cuts—to help businesses grow 
and expand locally, said Fort Bend County 
Judge Robert Hebert. 

In 2008 at the start of the recession, the 
county issued three abatements which 
brought 65 jobs and $8.5 million in capital 
investment. During the next three years 
while much of the nation was experiencing 
stagnant or declining growth, the county 
was still offering abatements and growing. 
The county issued 21 abatements from 2008 
to 2011, bringing in 1,685 jobs and $400.5 
million in capital investment.

“A lot of what happens here is a function 
of the overall regional economy, not just 
Fort Bend County,” Hebert said.

LaCour said all the projections he has 
seen call for continued growth in the 
region.

“Our employment in Katy ISD is pro-
jected to grow from 138,000 to 164,000 
persons by the year 2016,” he said.  
Full story by Joe Southern

Top Stories

Tomball The City of Tomball is making 
room for a new Baker Hughes campus that 
is estimated to bring millions of dollars to 
the city. The company plans to construct 
its Western Hemisphere Education Center 
at the northeast corner of FM 2920 and 
FM 2978, which will see more than 65,000 
trainees per year.

“This project will bring a state-of-the-
art educational center to Tomball and 
provide a world class environment to train 

Baker Hughes chooses Tomball for campus

employees in the oil and gas industry,” said 
Kelly Violette, executive director for the 
Tomball Economic Development Cor-
poration. “This project will generate new 
direct and indirect jobs, new residents, 
additional sales and property taxes, etc.”
Tomball is in the process of annexing the 
property into the city limits, and it has set 
two public hearings for 6 p.m. Nov. 5 and 
Nov. 19 at City Hall.   
Full story by Carrie Thornton

Continued development a concern for reservoirs 
Interim measures in place to prevent flooding from Addicks, Barker reservoirs

CyFair As development in the Cypress 
Creek watershed in northwest Harris 
County continues, it could put more 
strain on the downstream Addicks 
and Barker reservoirs, which have an 
“extremely high risk” of failing, accord-
ing to the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers.

If the dams fail, it could potentially 
flood Buffalo Bayou and parts of west and 
downtown Houston. 

“I think it’s important to note that 
Addicks and Barker are two of the best 
flood control investments we’ve made 
in Harris County,” said Jim Blackburn, 
environmental lawyer with the firm 
Blackburn and Carter. “We should do 

everything we can to protect the integrity of 
those investments. I’m concerned we aren’t 
acting in protective interests.”

The Corp operates the structures and has 
plans to fix two areas of concern: issues with 
the outflow structures and uncontrolled 
auxilliary spillways at the ends of the dams. 
Improvements are expected to begin by 
mid-2014 and be complete by 2017. Due to 
pending litigation, the Corp was unavailable 
for comment. 

Built in response to two major flooding 
events in dowtown Houston, the Addicks 
and Barker reservoirs opened in the 1940s to 
protect residents along Buffalo Bayou.  
Full story by Marie Leonard

Gerese Davis, D.D.S

Our goal is to provide you 
and your family with the 

best dental care. We will treat 
you with tender care and 
will always strive to make 

your dental visit a 
pleasant experience.

  • Family and cosmetic dentistry 
     (including Lumineers©)
  • Orthodontics/Invisalign©

  • In-o�  ce teeth whitening 
  • Professionally trained,
     caring and courteous sta� 
  • Private practice setting
  • Financing available
  • Most major insurance 
        plans accepted
  • Convenient hours 
        and location

936-273-0034
19073 I-45 South, Ste. 185

� e Woodlands, TX 77385
Se habla Español • Spanish-speaking sta� www.Porto� noDental.com 
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We give thanks for you!

$99
New Patient Exam, Cleaning & X-Rays

($333 value)

May not be combined with insurance or discount plans. 
Must bring this ad. Expires 12/31/12.
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American Rod Smiths
Company sells custom-made fishing rods

CyFair Robert Scherer 
began fishing in Cy-Fair 
as a child, a pastime that 
would one day inspire him 
to start his own business in 
the industry.

“When I was a kid, this 
country right here was 
some of the best bass fish-
ing around,” he said. “Now 
it’s all residential develop-
ment, but there were a lot 
of rice ponds and private 
lakes.”

Scherer owns American 
Rod Smiths, a Northwest 

Houston business that 
builds custom fishing rods 
for inshore, offshore and 
freshwater fishing. Cus-
tomers can buy high-end, 
mid-range and entry level 
fishing rods from Ameri-
can Rod Smiths, or they 
can place a custom order.

 The average person who 
fishes five or six times a 
year would typically use 
an entry-level rod, while 
mid-range rods are for the 
more serious fisherman, 
Scherer said. The top of the 

line product is for someone 
who wants the best money 
can buy. 

“When you want to get 
something for someone 
who’s got everything, you 
can’t go wrong with a fish-
ing rod,” Scherer said. 

“If someone in Michigan 
calls and wants a specific 
rod because there isn’t a 
dealer there, they can buy 
it through us,” Scherer 
said.  
Full story by Marie Leonard
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The Colonnade of The Woodlands | 30420 FM 2978, Suite 350

www.bearbranchfamilydentistry.com

CREATING Beautiful Smiles  
TO LAST A LIFETIME
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Village Center Dr
Woodlands Pkwy

FREE Teeth Whitening For Life!
CALL TODAY! 281-419-2327 (BEAR)

DENTAL PRACTICE IN 
SPRING FOR 21 YEARS

23803 Decker Prairie-Rosehill Road
281.259.8114 • www.springcreekgrowers.com

4th Generation Family Farm 
Celebrating our 
20th Season!

Visit us online to reserve your space
for breakfast, a hayride & 

photo op with Santa!
Hurry... space is limited!

Best selection ever
All sizes available

Premium pre-cut Noble 
& Fraser Firs also available!

REPORTER
The Woodlands Edition

 Community Impact Newspaper is the fastest growing 
news organization in Texas (INC. Magazine 2010-2012)

Is working within your community what you’ve been 
searching for?

Are “passionate” and “professional” words that 
describe you?

We’re looking to speak with you. Submit your resume 
to jobs@impactnews.com.

www.impactnews.com 

Service Mark for The Village at the Woodlands Waterway is owned by Bridgewood Houston Property Company, Houston, TX. 20503-RES08-0912 MRM

Independent Living
Personalized Assisted Living
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care 

2323 Lake Robbins Drive, 
The Woodlands, TX 77380
Facility Number: 104849

A t The Village at the Woodlands Waterway, the good life takes on a 

new dimension. Here, everything you’d expect in a retirement community 

has been redefined—from the heightened luxury of our apartment homes 

to the exceptional lifestyle you’ll experience every day. Best of all, it’s 

offered in an elegant atmosphere designed with you in mind. 

Discover our special brand of distinctive retirement 
living today, and start living your life in style. 

Call (281) 292-4600 or visit us to learn more. 

w w w. v i l l a g e w o o d l a n d s . c o m
w w w. b r o o k d a l e l i v i n g . c o m

Distinctive style Inspired by you!
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Commercial Listings Marketplace  
The Woodlands – 77382

24 Waterway $15/SF/YR
24 Waterway 3,104 SF
Agent: Josh LaRocca,  Avison Young  
The Woodlands 713-993-7171

Woodlands Atrium Building $17.90/SF/YR
24900 Pitkin Road   964 SF 
Agent: Scott Covington, S.E. Covington & Co. 
The Woodlands 713-974-7600

Medical Arts Center II $20.50/SF/YR 
17350 St. Lukes Way   46,438 SF 
Agent: David Teague,  Pinecroft Realty, LLC  
The Woodlands 832-266-7674

525 Sawdust Road $18/SF/YR
525 Sawdust Road 6,112 SF.
Agent: Ross Foldetta, Woodlands Commercial 
Realty, The Woodlands 281-844-6568

Featured commercial propertyOverview

Zip Code

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market 

Property 
 Address

Space 
Available

Cost per
SF/YR

Agent/ 
Phone

Leasing  
Company

77380 21 Waterway Square Plaza 6,041 SF $22/SF/yR kelli Odum 
713-490-9968

newmark knight Frank

77380 The Woodstead Bldg.
1610 Woodstead Ct.

2,437 SF negotiable Jodi Sharp 
281-623-6944

Cypressbrook 
Company

77380 Picasso Village Center 314 
Sawdust Rd.

2,119 SF $22/SFyR Sandy aron 
713-623-6944

huntington Properties

77380 Woodlands Professional 
Bldg. 21721 Sawmill Rd.

800 SF $22.80-$26 
SF/yR

Judy Geraci 
281-362-7082

Woodlands Professional 
Bldg.

77385 hanna Business Park, lP 
26797 hanna Rd.,  

Suites 5 & 6

3,500 SF $15/SF/yR John Tatum 
281-367-5549

Greater houston Com-
mercial Real estates

77380 Town Center Plaza 2,687 SF $24.75/SF/
yR SF/yR

krissy Vanyo 
281-210-0097

Bandier Realty Partners, 
llC

77381 3606-3608 
Research Forest drive

7,339 SF $18.75/
SF/yR

Trey Martin
713-629-0500

naI houston Commercial 
Real estate Services

77380 1440 lake Front Circle 14,963 SF $16/SF/yR norm Munoz
713-830-2136

Colliers International

77380 25300 Borough Park 4,684 SF $17/SF/yR lewis Walker
281-363-5888

Re/MaX -  
The Woodlands & Spring

77386 Spring hill Business Park
25003 Pitkin Road

13,600 SF $9/SF/yR angela Sandoval 
713-974-4292 

x211

Taratino Properties, Inc.
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REAL ESTATE

Windsor Lakes
Conroe – 77384

Build-out year: 2008

Number of homes: 635

Square footage: 1,491–3,000

Home values: $137,500–$326,000

HOA Dues (est.): $178 a month

Age Restriction: 55+

Amenities: Gated senior community, clubhouse 
with exercise room, billiard room and library, 
community pool, walking and biking trails

Property taxes:

City of Conroe 0.4200000 
Conroe iSD 1.2850000 
Montgomery CO 0.4838000 
Montgomery CO hospital 0.0755000 
Lone Star College System 0.1101000 
 
Total (per $100 value) 2.374400 
  
Schools: 
Ride Elementary School (K–5) 
4920 W. Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands

Collins intermediate School (5–6) 
6020 Shadowbend Place, The Woodlands

Knox Junior high School (7–8) 
12104 Sawmill Road, The Woodlands

The Woodlands College Park high Schoo (9–12) 
3701 College Park Drive, The Woodlands

31 West Victory Lake Drive  $312,000
3 Bedroom/ 3.5 Bath 2,838 sq. ft.
Agent: Donna Nalley, Texas home Group
281-350-8000

10 Gleneden Court  $229,000
2-3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,860 sq.ft.
Agent: Courtney Pierce, Keller Williams Realty
936-525-3200

59 Paddington  $219,500
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 2,113 sq. ft.
Agent: Yvonne Duell, Coldwell Banker United
281-363-2500

123 Kentwick Place,  $169,900
2 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1617 sq. ft.
Agent: Gloria Carnes, RE/MAX The Woodlands
281-367-7770

data compiled by 
haley Garcia-laubenstein

Signature living Properties
No. of homes 

for sale
No. of homes 

under contract
Avg. days on 
the market

3 2 61

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

25 1,491/2,972 $137,500/$325,750

On the market  (As of Sep. 31, 2012)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (October 1, 2011–Sep. 31, 2012)

45

Map not to scale

Market Data The Woodlands
On the market  (September 1–30)

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market 

77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

less than $149,999 20/62 9/53 –– 1/62 30/56 54/80 25/52

$150,000–$199,999 6/66 11/73 7/92 10/103 37/72 70/75 25/76

$200,000–$299,999 8/64 27/69 36/58 21/53 26/90 71/74 49/111

$300,000–$399,999 2/235 20/98 20/74 14/23 8/109 34/106 36/118

$400,000–$499,999 2/155 13/56 8/57 7/247 4/181 11/74 30/177

$500,000–$599,999 3/44 10/38 9/84 2/56 2/19 7/69 17/72

$600,000–$799,999 10/129 6/80 19/77 — — 7/114 30/107

$800,000–$999,999 4/188 2/73 14/115 1/211 2/23 6/211 9/90

$1 million + 33/169 11/155 40/154 1/530 2/421 — 21/151

Month

Number of homes sold/Average Price

77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

Sept 2011 20/$443,194 47/$297,602 64/$507,470 23/$239,800 16/$165,688 74/$196,195 37/$270,488

Sept 2012 16/$263,821 49/$276,654 67/$412,770 21/$259,408 28/$172,930 70/198,840 45/$285,457

aug 2012 30/$240,405 73/$294,963 97/$371,598 22/$226,727 20/$159,971 66/$154,309 62/$329,372

Jul 2012 11/$243,000 55/$358,539 77/$468,175 14/$264,858 25/$170,091 56/$181,560 45/$322,684

Jun 2012 14/$448,866 57/$361,117 110/$438,341 25/$262,566 28/$172,932 54/$164,926 52/$340,821

May 2012 24/$480,000 62/$361,000 63/$425,000 19/$259,000 22/$151,000 71/$179,000 44/$291,000

apr 2012 22/$267,544 57/$361,467 65/$469,439 18/$248,007 21/$154,107 62/$216,842 39/$328,238

Mar 2012 15/$532,000 44/$305,000 56/$425,000 24/$282,000 26/$137,000 66/$172,000 48/$370,000

Feb 2012 10/$183,090 27/$390,011 30/$442,811 8/$296,437 20/$152,116 67/$210,069 30/$290,819

Monthly home sales



Featured advertiser

Family Owned Bistro Bringing the Taste of 
Italy to Our Neighborhood

Tavola Catering has the expertise to create the perfect; memorable experience for any special event.

281-252-9099 | www.tavolacatering.net

Holiday Catering

NEW FALL HOURS: Tuesday–Thursday: 11am–2:30 p.m.; 5–9pm • Friday: 11am–2:30pm; 5–10pm 
Saturday: 5–10pm • Sunday: Holiday Brunches Only • Monday: Closed

32623 FM 2978 
(Back of the Woodlands)

281-252-8700  | www.tavolaonline.com  

We’ve Got Your Holidays Covered

 
Celebrate this holiday season with our Chef ’s prepared 
gourmet dinners. Feeds 6-8 $99.95 per meal
• Whole Herb Roasted Turkey  
• Cornbread Dressing 
• Cranberry/Orange Sauce
• Choice of Potato
• Green Beans  • Hot Rolls (8)
• Pumpkin or Pecan Pie 8”
PICK UP BEFORE OR ON THANKSGIVING DAY

Place your order 281-252-8700
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Holiday Parties  • Full Serviced Events 
Corporate Luncheons • Party Trays

After Hours Offi  ce Parties
 Events in our Bistro

Reserve 
Your Table 

for New 
Year’s Eve

Serving Seafood, 
Steak, Pasta, and 
Lighter Cuisine

Gourmet Thanksgiving Dinners

Full Menu 
available 
on-line
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Coupons Inside
Dining
Pit Master BBQ ......................................41
Tavola ....................................................39

Gifts & Shopping
CoffeeIcon .............................................40

Health, Fitness & Beauty
legends Sports Complex .......................42

Home & Garden
absolute Cabinets & designs .................41
all Floors & More ...................................43
Closet Factory ........................................42
nicoletti’s house of Fine lamps .............43
Sears .....................................................40
Wired electrical Services........................40

Services
ace Fence Company ..............................43
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10% Discount for 
Members. See page 42.

20% OFF First Lampshade 
or Purchase. See page 43.

10% OFF Your Entire 
Purchase. See page 40.

Buy One-Get One 1/2 OFF 
BBQ Plate. See page 41.

Find more local coupons online at impactdeals.com

FIND
MORE DEALS ONLINENOW



6 TO 9PM - SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2012

FAMILY&
FRIENDS

EVENT

VISIT US ONLINE AT: SearsHardwareStores.com

(4) Excludes consumer electronics. See below for details.

MEMBER PREVIEW EVENT 
OPEN-6PM-SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11TH

NOT A
MEMBER?

SIGN UP
IN-STORE.

IT'S
FREE!

ENJOY THE
FAMILY & FRIENDS

DISCOUNTS
ALL DAY

FAMILY & FRIENDS OFFER: (4) 10% savings off regular, sale and clearance prices apply to merchandise only. May not be used to reduce a layaway or credit balance. Not valid on consumer electronics, Special Purchases, Everyday Great Price 
items, Price Drop items, Introductory Offers, Sealy® EBUYS, Brogan Select, Glen Abbey, Maddox, Stearns & Foster, Serta® EBUYS, Cary, Meriden, iComfort, iSeries, Simmons Beautyrest Elite, True Energy, and Black mattresses, fi tness accessories 
and Life Fitness products, Electrolux, Electrolux Icon, Jenn-Air®, Dacor, Fisher & Paykel, Weber®, Agio patio furniture, J.A. Henckels®, fans, water heaters, air cleaners, humidifi ers, dehumidifi ers, air conditioners, countertop microwaves, sewing 
machines, steam mops, vac bags, belts, fi lters, carpet cleaning chemicals, closeouts & accessories, Sears licensed businesses, Sears licensed partners & websites, Digital Services, "Sears Presents" websites, catalog orders, Gift Cards, money 
orders and wire transfers. Not valid on commercial orders or with any other coupons or previous purchases. In the event of a return, savings may be deducted from refund. Tax and shipping not included. Not applicable to prior purchases or 
commercial orders. In the event of a return, savings will be deducted from your refund. Available only at Sears Appliance & Hardware Stores. See below for Shop Your Way Rewards details. Shop Your Way Rewards offer valid for members open 
to 6pm Sunday 11/11/12. Family and Friends offer valid for all stores 6-9pm Sunday 11/11/12. SHOP YOUR WAY REWARDS: Members earn Points on Qualifying Purchases, excluding sales taxes and other fees. Subject to full program terms 
available at shopyourwayrewards.com. Must remain opted-in to receiving promo emails from SHOP YOUR WAY REWARDS to earn Bonus Points. Bonus Points include, and are not in addition to, Base Points earned. If Bonus Point offers combined, 
total Points earned are less than combined Point totals for each individual offer. See www.shopyourwayrewards.com for details. Purchase required in single transaction before taxes and after discounts applied.

GET AN
EXTRA

JUST ABOUT
EVERYTHING!4

UP 
TO

%%%
OOFFFF

ALL KENMORE®

APPLIANCES1

(1) Savings range from 5%-25%. (1,2) Offers exclude Jenn-Air®, Dacor, floor care, sewing 
machines, countertop microwaves, water heaters, water softeners, water filtration, 
air conditioners, air cleaners, humidifiers, dehumidifiers, accessories, closeouts and 
Everyday Great Price items. Offers good thru 11/17/12. (2) Cannot be combined with other 
Sears card discounts. Excludes Sears Commercial One® accounts and Outlet Stores. Sears 
Home ImprovementSM applies on installed merchandise only.

PLUS

EXTRA

%%%
OFOFFF

ALL APPLIANCES 
WITH YOUR SEARS CARD2

Offer excludes Everyday Great Price items and generators. Offer good thru 11/13/12.

ALL CRAFTSMAN®

POWER LAWN & 
GARDEN EQUIPMENT 
AND OUTDOOR 
STORAGE BUILDINGS

%
OFOFFF

We fi nd the 
lowest prices. 
We beat ’em. 

Period.
See Sears.com for

Price Match Plus details.

WOODLANDS • 4775 W. PANTHER CREEK DR.  
THE WOODLANDS, TX 77381 • 281-292-8779

Life is better
powerwith

Up to
10 Year
Warranty

*call for details

713-467-1125  • 281-897-0001  • www.wiredes.com

Having the right generator 
installed in your home is the key 
to an easy mind during any storm 
or power outage. Wired Electrical 
Services will do a turnkey 
installation of your generator.

$30
OFF
Your Next 

Service Call
Limited time offer. Limit one 
per address per year. Not to 
be combined with any other 

discount or offer.

G E N E R AT O R S   •  A U T O M AT I C  S TA N D B Y  F O R  Y O U R  H O M E  O R  B U S I N E S S

ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
• Panel Upgrades
• New Construction
• Home Inspections
• Troubleshooting

• Remodeling
• Repair & Service
• Structured Wiring
• Landscape LightingMaster #100394 TECL #22809

Electrical Services
FINANCING 
AVAILABLE
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29418 FM 2978
Magnolia TX, 77354 
281-252-5259

• Kitchen & Bath Design
• Cabinets & Countertops
• Hardware & Accessories
.......and much more

•••• KKKKKiittccchhhheeeennnn &&&& BBBaath

bsolute 

CABINETS 
& DESIGN

Before

After

Visit our 
Showroom

To begin your project today

to make an appointment
Call 281-252-5259

FREE
Cabinet Accessory

up to $350 value
During November 

with project purchase. 

www.AbsoluteCabinetsAndDesign.com

FM
 2

97
8

Woodlands
Pkwy.

Pit-Master BBQ Brisket 
House & Pig Stand

842 Rayford Rd, 77386 
(At the Railroad Tracks) 
281-362-1111

Tues - Sat 11 AM - 9 PM • Sun 11:30 AM - 7 PM
Closed Monday

Buy 1 BBQ Plate and 
Receive a 2nd BBQ Plate 
or Sandwich of Equal or 

Lesser Value

e
r 

IN

FOR A REASON
SLOW Smoked Meats•Memphis Pulled Pork & Ribs

Texas Brisket•Sausage•Chicken & Turkey
Fabulous Side Orders•Family Packs

Pit-Master BBQ Brisket 
343 Sawdust Rd, 77380 

281-419-3644
Mon - Sat 11 AM - 9 PM • Closed Sun

t BBQ B i k t Pit M t BBQ

Schedule Your 
Holiday Carpet 
Cleaning Today

w w w . a m e r i c a n r u g c l e a n i n g . c o m

281-259-6000212 E. MAIN ST. TOMBALL, TX 77375

W E  C L E A N  O R I E N T A L  R U G S
RUG CLEANING • RUG REPAIR • PET ODOR REMOVAL

PROTECTIVE COATING • CUSTOM FIT RUG PAD • MOTH GUARD
APPRAISAL • PICK-UP/DELIVERY AVAILABLE Restrictions apply.  Call for details.  Expires 12/31/12

$25  OFF
M I N I M U M   P U R C H A S E   O F   $ 2 0 0

R U G   C L E A N I N G

Restrictions apply.  Call for details.  
Expires 12/31/12

$75
3  r o o m s

$125
5  r o o m s

Who Do The Woodlands Drivers Trust
For Their Transmission Repairs?

COUPON

98.$ 95 TRANSMISSION
FLUID CHANGE

One coupon per customer. Must be presented at
time of vehicle drop off. Not valid with other
offers. Valid at Sawdust Rd. location only.
Cottman Transmission    Expires: 12-31-12

Includes up to 5 qts of standard ATF.
Filter and specialty fluids extra.

most cars

281-363-3651
The Woodlands/Spring • 705 Sawdust Rd.

 OPEN MON-FRI 8-6, SAT 8-12

 - INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED -

One coupon per customer. Must be presented at
time of vehicle drop off. Not valid with other
offers. Valid at Sawdust Rd. location only.
Cottman Transmission    Expires: 12-31-12

ANY MAJOR INTERNAL AUTOMATIC

TRANSMISSION
REPAIR

• Ask about our FREE TOWING
• NATIONWIDE WARRANTY
    (we accept most extended warranties)

One coupon per customer. Must be presented at
time of vehicle drop off. Not valid with other
offers. Valid at Sawdust Rd. location only.
Cottman Transmission    Expires: 12-31-12

TRANSCHECK
21 PLUS®

INSPECTION

Thank You Cottman.

Includes Road Test & Electronic Scan

COUPON

100.OFF$

COUPON

FREE

Shifting Hard?

Check Engine Light On?

Not Moving in Reverse?

Not Moving Forward?

Leaking Red Fluid?

Car Jerking or Hesitating?

WWW.COTTMANOFTHEWOODLANDS.COM
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©2012 Closet Factory. All rights reserved. CIN94

My Closet.
My Home. My Style.
My Budget. My Life.

Call for FREE Design Consultation

281-355-7676
www.closetfactory.com

Custom Closets and more

www.facebook.com/closetfactory

follow us: www.twitter.com/closetfactory

$300 OFF 
Plus FREE Installation
Minimum purchase of $1800. Not valid with any other offer.

for
members

Book NOW 
while space 
is available!

10%
DISCOUNT

Holiday CampsHoliday Camps

281-298-5700 • 602 Pruitt Road, the woodlands, tx • www.thelegendssportscomplex.com

December 26-29th
Half-Day: 9am - 12pm $150

Full-Day: 9am - 4pm $200

Speciality Sport: Baseball

Fun during WInter Break
While the kids are on break from school, 

give them something fun and 

educational do to while you are at work!

January 2nd-5th
Half-Day: 9am - 12pm $150

Full-Day: 9am - 4pm $200

Speciality Sport: Football

This holiday season Legends Sports Complex is offering Holiday Camps! Like our summer camps, 
there will be full-day and half-day options.  The � rst half of the day (9am - 12pm) will be spent 
learning skills and practicing a speci� c sport. The second half of the day (12pm-4pm) will be 

spent playing an assortment of sports and fun games! Full-day campers will be fed lunch.

Air Conditioning · Heating · Water 
Heaters · Residential & Commercial
Servicing All Makes & Models

Licensed, Insured & Bonded Lic. # TACLB014135E

$49.95

21 Point Heat 
Check-Up 

With coupon. Not valid 
Sundays, Holidays, after 

hours, with any other offer 
or coupon.

Expires 12/13/12

$20 

OFF
Invoice of $69.95 and up

With coupon. Not valid 
Sundays, Holidays, after 

hours, with any other offer 
or coupon.

Expires 12/13/12

$100 

OFF
Purchase & Installation 

of any Equipment
With coupon. Not valid 

Sundays, Holidays, after 
hours, with any other offer 

or coupon.
Expires 12/13/12

$65 

OFF
Any Repair Over $300

With coupon. Not valid 
Sundays, Holidays, after 

hours, with any other offer 
or coupon.

Expires 12/13/12

True 24 Hour 
Emergency Service

Financing W.A.C.

281-370-4999

A IR  OF  THE WOODLANDS

· Family Owned & Operated 
· 10 Year Parts & Labor 
  Warranty Available
· 24 Hour Emergency Service
· Fast, Courteous Service on 
  All Makes & Models 
· Never An Overtime Charge
· Senior Citizen Discount 
· Annual Preventative 
  Maintenance Contracts
· Real Estate Inspections
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SERVING THE WOODLANDS-TOMBALL-MAGNOLIA AREA FOR OVER 35 YEARS

F R E E  E S T I M AT E S

“A Fence to You,
         a Reputation to Us.”

281-356-2496 • www.acefence.com

10% 
Fall Special

With coupon only. 
Expires 12/13/12

H O U S E  O F  F I N E  L A M P S

established in 1944

Tues. - Sat. 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  •  Closed Sun. & Mon.
440 Rayford Road • Spring, Texas • 281-296-6633

www.Nicolet tisL amps.com

20% O� 

Lamps • Lampshades • Repair
(one per person with coupon - only Nicoletti’s)(one per person with coupon - only Nicoletti’s)
Your � rst Lamp or Shade purchase

CARPET • TILE • LAMINATE • WOOD • GRANITE COUNTERTOPS • BLINDS

L I F E T I M E  I N S T A L L A T I O N  W A R R A N T Y

Your Neighborhood Flooring Store!Your Neighborhood Flooring Store!ALL
FLOORS&MORE

 We Will Bring the 
    Showroom to You!

 FREE In Home 
    Estimates!

 12 Months Same 
    As Cash!

 Lower Prices 
    GUARANTEED

 Family Owned & Operated

 Certi� ed Installers

 All USA Products

THE WOODLANDS, MAGNOLIA: 832-934-2688
CONROE, MONTGOMERY: 936-588-0032

TOMBALL, HOUSTON, SPRING: 281-857-6851
CYPRESS, WALLER, FAIRFIELD, KATY: 281-256-9875

1ST QUALITY 1ST QUALITY
Shaw Laminate

40 oz. Carpet

Granite Countertops

Shaw Handscraped
Lifetime Warranty Wood

Any Purchase
 of $1,500 or More

Starting 
at

Per Square Foot • Installed

Per Square Foot • Installed

Per Square Foot • Installed

Per Square Foot • Installed
Including Pad and All Trim

Memory Foam Spill Proof Pad & 
Removal of Old Carpet Included

Including 1 ½” Bullnose
PLUS FREE SINK

Includes All Trim

$3.29 $1.79

$32

$5.99
With coupon. Expires 12/13/12 With coupon. Expires 12/13/12

Minimum purchase of 55 sq. ft. 
With coupon. Expires 12/13/12

With coupon. Expires 12/13/12

With coupon. Not valid with any other 
offers Expires 12/13/12

$100 
OFF

Per Square Foot • Installed
Includes carpet removal 

and all trim
With coupon. Expires 12/13/12

12mm 
Handscraped Laminate

NEW PRICE!

$3.99

Get Your New Fl� �  
Installed Today 
and Pay La� r

NOW OPEN
CYPRESS SHOWROOM

29110 Hwy. 290, Suite 400
Cypress, TX 77433 • Next to Outlet Mall

281.256.9875

Ca�   now to 
schedule your 

new � � ring 
insta� ation befo�  

the Holidays!

www.WoodlandsTreeRemoval.com
281-210-3333

AFFORDABLE Pricing and Quick Turn Around
No Job too BIG or too small

Licensed and Insured

Emergency Tree Services
Certifi ed Licensed Arborist

• Tree Removal

• Tree Trimming

• Stump Grinding

• Treat trees for Insects and Disease

• Hazardous Tree Assessment

• Tree Fertilization

• Tree Cabling and Bracing FREE
ESTIMATES
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We’re here for you with a hospital designed just for you.

At Women’s Memorial Hermann Hospital, we think women are pretty amazing, juggling 
personal, family and business roles with seemingly tireless enthusiasm. We think it’s time 
you had a place to call your own – a place that cares as much about you as you care about 
everyone else in your life. At Women’s Memorial Hermann, you’ll find a comprehensive 
array of services – from well-woman care, including our state-of-the-art breast centers, to the 
finest gynecology, obstetric and neonatal services available today. It’s easy to see why more 
women are choosing Women’s Memorial Hermann.

To learn more about our amazing women’s hospitals,  
visit memorialhermann.org, or call 713.222.CARE for a  
personal referral to one of our affiliated physicians.

Women do amazing things.  
    We’re doing amazing things for women.

Memorial City  •  The Woodlands


