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Township budget includes third straight tax cut

Visitors attracted by events, festivals and concerts
By Andrea Bolt

With The Woodlands Convention and 
Visitors Bureau making efforts to attract 
both local and international tourists to the 
community, interest in The Woodlands as a 
tourist destination is at all-time high. High 
hotel occupancy levels generate millions of 
dollars annually for The Woodlands Town-
ship and retailers both in The Woodlands 
and in surrounding communities are feel-
ing the effect.

Nick Wolda, president of the CVB, said 
marketing strategies targeted at increas-
ing tourism in the community have been 
highly successful. Wolda and the CVB 
have been ramping up their commu-
nications outreach as requests for visi-
tor guides, which the CVB uses to gauge 
interest in potential tourists visiting The 
Woodlands, has substantially increased. In 
addition, the CVB is taking full advantage 
of social media outlets, such as YouTube, 

Twitter and Facebook, to spread word of 
The Woodlands being a destination in its 
own right, separate from other locations in 
the Houston region.

“We’ve got our ‘downtown in the forest’ 
aspect going for us and just on a regional, 
state, and even international level, The 
Woodlands has turned into a business hub 
and a catalyst for [the establishment of] 
businesses,” Wolda said. 

He said the CVB has purchased advertis-
ing space in magazines such as Golf Resorts 
and Meeting Destinations, AAA Texas Jour-
ney and Texas Live, as well as hundreds of 
TV and radio spots in the Greater Hous-
ton area. They are also making an impact 
online with search engine marketing strat-
egies and newsletter e-blasts. 

“We’ve got over 100 different countries 
represented in Woodlands households. 
It’s really become a place where people 
work, live and visit, increasingly on an 

By Brian Walzel
Aided by significant and unex-

pected increases in sales and 
hotel occupancy tax revenues in 
2012, The Woodlands Township 
lowered its property tax rate for 
the third consecutive year while 
approving its $101.7 million 
operating budget for fiscal year 
2012-13. 

Township directors approved 

a 2012 property tax rate of 31.73 
cents per $100 of valuation, 
down .77 cents from the 2011 
rate of 32.50. According to Hous-
ton Area Realtors, the average 
home value in The Woodlands is 
$290,960. Based on the approved 
rate, the average township tax bill 
for Woodlands homeowners in 
2013 will be $923.22. 

“We run the city like a business,” 
said Bruce Tough, chairman of 
the township board of directors. 
“We look at every expense. We 
start with a zero-based budget, 
and we build from scratch. No 
department is given a pass.”

The township began imple-
menting property tax rates under 
its current form of government 
in 2010. The rates have dropped 
each year. 

The 2012-13 budget proj-
ects $93.6 million in revenues, 
an increase of 9.8 percent over 
the 2011-12 budget. The bud-
get includes a negative fund 
balance of $8.1 million, which 
will be made up through bond  
proceeds from the previous bud-
get year, as well as through the 
capital reserve fund.

international level,” Wolda said.

International tourism 
In 2011, the CVB received information 

requests at its two visitor centers at The 
Woodlands Mall and Market Street from 
tourists hailing from 80 different countries 
and 49 states, including Texas. 

Wolda said a large portion of the CVB’s 

marketing budget targets attracting tourists 
from Mexico. The CVB has formed a part-
nership with United Airlines and through 
Mundo United and has been able to reach 
more than 800 Mexican travel agents and 
promote The Woodlands to various travel 
and tour operators in 30 Mexican cities.  

“It’s very easy to fly two hours to 
See Tourism | 15

See Budget | 16

The Woodlands establishes 
itself as tourist destination

Events, such as Live at Night at the Waterway, have helped The Woodlands become a tourist destination.
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PROPERTY TAX RATES
The Woodlands vs. surrounding communities

The Woodlands Township approved a 
31.73-cent tax rate for its fiscal year 
2012–2013. That tax rate is the lowest 
among surrounding municipalities.
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The Woodlands Township

City of Tomball

City of Magnolia

City of Oak Ridge North

City of Houston
Sources: Cities of Tomball, Magnolia, Oak Ridge North, houston, Woodlands Township
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Office Inquiries
Robert S. Parsley or Norman V. Munoz

713.830.2136

Retai l  Inquiries
Rip Reynolds
713.577.1872

Land Inquiries
Todd N. Edmonds or Cody R. Christoph

713.830.2113

A N N O U N C I N G
O N E H U G H E S L A N D I N G

T h e Wo o d l a n d s - C o m m e r c i a l . c o m

Bring your company home to The Woodlands’ newest destination – One Hughes Landing. This new Class A, 8-story, 197,000-square-foot 
office building is located in Hughes Landing at Lake Woodlands, a 66-acre mixed use development planned to include up to eight office 

buildings complemented by retail shops, restaurants, boutique hotels and urban residences. Situated at the upper end of 200-acre 
Lake Woodlands, Hughes Landing will be a naturally beautiful, walkable environment to be enjoyed by employees, residents and visitors.

Step up to quality. Bring your company and your family home to The Woodlands. 

To find out more about Hughes Landing at Lake Woodlands and other commercial properties in The Woodlands, contact:

Premier Class  A Office Building 

A wholly-owned subsidiary of The Howard Hughes Corporation

Impact_Sept_Layout 1  8/30/12  10:06 AM  Page 1
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The world is in our own 
backyard. Living in The 
Woodlands, it is easy to 
take for granted what oth-
ers would happily pay to 
experience what we enjoy 
every day. 

No longer considered “just a part 
Houston,” The Woodlands is admired as a 
world-class community that is worthy of 
consideration as a desirable tourist destina-
tion. Residents enjoy the beauty of living 
among nature in a safe and vibrant envi-
ronment that offers some of the best educa-
tion, health care, entertainment, shopping 
and cultural opportunities anywhere. 

The Woodlands attracts visitors from all 
over the world, which contributes to our 
growing diversity. We have become a melt-
ing pot with visitors and residents from 
all walks of life. Tourism brings a benefit: 
a significant growth in sales and hotel tax 
revenue for our community.

Visitors help keep our property taxes low. 

Income generated from hotel occupancy 
and retail sales taxes that are collected from 
our growing base of tourists is a significant 
factor in lowering property taxes. 

The Woodlands Township just lowered 
tax rates for the third straight year. Shenan-
doah and Oak Ridge North are experienc-
ing sales tax revenue growth, as well. 

This month’s issue delves into the bus-
tling tourism industry in The Woodlands 
and the effect it has on the area. It also 
reviews the township budget and how our 
property tax base compares to others. 

After reading our two cover stories this 
month, we hope our readers come to see 
how distinctive and fortunate this com-
munity is and how our prosperity for the 
future is directly linked to our popularity 
as a destination. 
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Where are community renovation projects most 
needed?

Grogan’s Mill

69%
Panther Creek

12%
Indian Springs

7.5%
Other

7.5%
Cochran’s Crossing

4%
Results from an unscientific web survey, collected 8/6/10-8/26/10

Visit impactnews.com/the-woodlands to vote in this 
month’s poll question

Which of these of CVB-sponsored events is your 
favorite?
July 4th Red, Hot and Blue Festival

Wine and Food

Memorial Day in The Woodlands

Live at Night

Waterway Nights

Celebrate Labor Day

 19 Business 
  PRO Pest Control

  Breathe Pilates Studio

 21 Dining  
  Aldo’s Cucina Italiana

 22 People  
  Hans Graf

 23 Nonprofit 
  Education for Tomorrow Alliance
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  Woodforest Bank Stadium
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Check out the new and improved 
impactnews.com

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/wdl-facebook

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_wdl

Find local coupons online at  
impactdeals.com

Easily browse or search news articles from your 
community or across the state.

Stay informed with daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information.

Learn about upcoming events with the community  
calendar.

Make your voice heard by commenting on articles or 
participating in online polls.
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Now Open

1  Offering nostalgic yet modern bundt 
cakes, Nothing Bundt Cakes is open at 
10868 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. B, next to 
Trader Joe’s. Nothing Bundt Cakes offers 
customers a range of cake flavors and sizes, 
from Bundtinis — single serving cakes — 
to larger bundts that serve up to 18 people 
and tiered cakes, which serve up to 26 
people. 281-419-8026. 
www.nothingbundtcakes.com

2  Kidville, located at 4747 Research 
Forest Drive in the Cochran’s Crossing 
Village Center, provides art, gym, 
enrichment and music classes for children 
ages infant to 6 years old. Kidville also 
offers parenting classes, birthday party 
packages and open gym playtimes.  
281-651-5403. www.kidville.com

3  At 10240 Terramont Drive, The 
Woodlands Treehouse Preschool offers 
the award-winning High Reach Learning 
Curriculum for children ages 12 months 
to 5 years old. The school also provides 
enrichment activities. 281-459-0052.  
www.woodlandstreehouse.com

4  Now open at 27326 Robinson Road, 
Ste. 101 in Oak Ridge North, French 
Courtyard Consignment House offers 
elegant consignments, new home 
furnishings, accessories, jewelry, bath and 
body products and fine antiques.  
281-363-8100. www.frenchcourtyard.com

5  Title Boxing Club is open at 3335 
College Park Drive, Ste. 200. Title Boxing 
Club offers training in boxing and 
kickboxing, as well personal training 
services. Their popular power hour 
workout aims to burn 1,000 calories in  
one hour. 855-588-2269.  
www.titleboxingclub.com

6  Now open at 26302 I-45 N.,  RC 
Hobbies sells a full line of remote-
controlled cars, trucks, boats, airplanes 
and helicopters, as well as RC accessories. 
281-292-5552. www.rc-hobbies.com

Omega Enterprises is author, speaker, 
trainer and coach Mariann Siegert’s 
self-started business. With the goal to 
assist other businesses, Siegert provides 
inexpensive and convenient, high-impact 
seminars, workshops, webinars and 

training solutions to help individuals and 
businesses reach their full potential.
936-689-3564. www.mariannsiegert.com   

7  Boni’s II Dance & Performing Arts 
Studio opened its second Woodlands 
location Sept. 10 at 8000 McBeth Way, 
Ste. 150, in the Marcel Crossing Shopping 
Center. The studio is celebrating its 29th 
year in The Woodlands. Boni’s offers a 
variety of dance classes, including ballet, 
tap, jazz, hip-hop, pre-ballet, adult hip-
hop, karate, tumbling and Pilates.  
832-934-2332. www.bonisdance.com. 

8  Chuck Rittenhouse, Jr., CPA, 
PLLC has opened an office at 1095 
Evergreen Circle, Ste. 200 and represents 
a full-service accounting firm providing 
accounting, consulting and tax services to 
businesses and individuals. 832-482-4593.  
www.rittenhousecpa.com 

9  Austin-based law firm Clausen & 
Centrich, PLLC has opened an office in 
The Woodlands at 2002 Timberloch Place, 
Ste 200. The three attorneys at Clausen 
& Centrich’s Woodlands  location work 
with businesses, owners and management 
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JOIN US
ON campUS

PK4/KINDERGARTEN
OPEN HOusEs 

September 18 • OctOber 17
NOvember 7 • 6:30 pm

Meet with teachers and 
administrators to learn about 

our PK4 and K programs 
prior to the December 1 

application deadline 
for the 2013-14 academic year.

pK-12 TOUrS
Oct. 10, Nov. 14, Dec. 12

we’re
grOwINg!

 Cooper has been a leader 
in PK-12 independent 

school education in The 
Woodlands for 25 years. 

We are pleased to 
announce that we are 
breaking ground on a 

16,000 square-foot new 
classroom addition that 
will open in the Fall of 
2013 and enable us to 

increase our Lower 
School enrollment.

www.JOhNcOOper.Org
281.367.0900
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of businesses as well as high wealth 
individuals to solve problems related to 
the operation of closely held businesses, 
wealth transfer and succession planning 
and asset protection. 281-210-0140.  
www.cpctexaslaw.com

Coming Soon

10  Clint Price and Mark Rasberry will 
open their second Woodlands location 
of Crust Pizza Co. in the Alden Bridge 
Village Center, 8000 Research Forest 
Drive in the site of the former Blockbuster 
video store. The restaurant is expected to 
open by the end of the year. Crust Pizza 
Co. serves a variety of made-to-order 
distinctive pizzas, calzones, subs, salads 
and pastas, while offering a full wine list.  
281-298-8844. www.crustpizzaco.com

11  Dr. Cellphone, a business which 
specializes in cell phone repair, has leased 
a kiosk at 525 Sawdust Road and will open 
in September. Dr. Cellphone specializes 
in a range of repair services for any 
electronic device, including cell phones, 
MP3 players, laptops, personal computers, 
gaming devices, iPods, iPads and iPhones. 
Technicians can restore phones with 
problems such as cracked screens and 
charging problems. 877-349-7297.  
www.drcellphone.com

12  Located along Kuykendahl Road just 
north of Augusta Pines Drive, Augusta 
Woods Village is a 23,000-square-foot 
commercial mixed-use retail development 
that is now pre-leasing through Bandier 
Realty partners. The facility is expected 
to house such retail amenities as a bank, 
a pharmacy, restaurants, child care and 
medical facilities. 281-210-0090.  
www.bandierpartners.com

13  Planned for a fall opening, Flip Flop 
Shops will open at Market Street at 9595 
Six Pines Drive, Ste. 1030. The Woodlands 
store will be the 10th Texas location of Flip 
Flop Shops, which sells dozens of brands 
and types of sandals for men, women and 
children, as well as sunglasses.  
www.flipflopshops.com

French Quarter Lighting, located at 25403 I-45 N., 
is celebrating its one year anniversary.

Luke’s Locker has expanded its Market Street 
store by an additional 3,000 square feet.

14  Burlington Coat Factory is scheduled 
to open Oct. 26 at 16590 I-45 N. The 
store 67,000-square-foot store will offer 
mens, women’s and children’s clothing, 
shoes and accessories, as well as home 
furnishings. 
www.burlingtoncoatfactory.com.

15  Scheduled for a fall opening,  
Longhorn Steakhouse will be located 
at 26805 I-45 N., next to Olive Garden. 
Longhorn Steakhouse serves fresh, 
hand-seasoned steaks, chicken and fish 
selections, with distinctive sides and 
freshly chopped salads. The restaurant  
will be the third Longhorn Steakhouse  
to open in the Houston area. 
www.longhornsteakhouse.com 

16  Scheduled to open in the fall of 2014, 
Nordstrom will take the anchor location 
currently occupied by Sears at The 
Woodlands Mall, 1201 Lake Woodlands 
Drive. The Woodlands location, which will 
cover 138,000 square feet and two levels, 
will be Nordstrom’s fourth Houston area 
store, and will offer a full line of specialty 
women’s, men’s and children’s clothes, 
shoes, and accessories.  
www.nordstrom.com

17  Dr. Ken L. Ferguson will open Made 
Ya Smile Dental on Sept. 18 at 3759 FM 
1488, Ste. 100. Ferguson will offer cosmetic 
care, complete dental exams and cleaning, 
full-mouth restorations, lumineers and all 
dental services. 281-292-3229.  
www.madeyasmile.com

18  Planned for an October opening, 
Centre Court Tennis, at 10700 
Kuykendahl Road in The Woodlands 
Crossing Shopping Center, will offer a full 
range of trendy, distinctive tennis apparel, 
along with bags, shoes and accessories for 
women and kids. Owner Laura Hunter 
will offer personalized service and special 
orders for teams and leagues.

Expansion

19  The specialty running store Luke’s 
Locker, at 9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 

Longhorn Steakhouse will open in the fall at 26805 I-45 N., next to Olive Garden.

15

19

Compiled by Andrea Bolt and Brian Walzel
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News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email wdlnews@impactnews.com.

20

1060 in Market Street, will expand its 
store by an additional 3,000 square feet 
to house a broader selection of men’s 
and women’s footwear, clothing and 
accessories. The store now makes up  
7,307 square feet and offers footwear  
and apparel for runners, walkers,  
tri-athletes, swimmers, tennis players, 
golfers and yoga. 281-419-0326.  
www.lukeslocker.com

Anniversary

20 French Quarter Lighting, located at 
25403 I-45 N., is celebrating its one year 
anniversary of being in business. The  
store sells a variety of upscale home 
lighting fixtures, including lamps,  
sconces, chandeliers, interior and 
exterior lighting, billiard table lights and 
landscape lighting. 281-298-5200. 
www.frenchquarterlighting.com

281-364-9799 | 1640 Lake Woodlands Dr. | www.WoodlandsRugGallery.com799 | 1640 Lake WWooooooddldldldlaands DDDDrrr. ||||| wwwwwww WWWW.WooooodlandsRugGal

everyday affairWHERE SERVICE IS AN

Heirloom Rugs Crafted for Future Generations  |  In-house Expert Cleaning and Repair
Call today for pricing, and pick-up & delivery options
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CALENDAR

Sept. 21, Oct. 5, Oct. 19, 
Nov. 2 The Woodlands Idol 
The sixth annual singing competition is 
presented by the South Montgomery County 
Woodlands Chamber of Commerce. The first 
40 paid contestants at each preliminary event 
have an opportunity to compete by singing 
one song under three minutes. Participants  
vie for nine judges’ picks with one ultimate 
winner crowned by audience votes at the 
preliminary events Sept. 21 and Oct. 5. 
Singers move on to the semi-finals Oct. 
19, and prizes are awarded to first, second 
and third place winners at the Nov. 2 finals, 
with $1,000 going to the first place winner, 
$500 to second place and $250 for third 
place.. 7 p.m. Free admission (per spectator 
for preliminary), $10 (per contestant, per 
spectator for semi-finals and finals).  
Papa’s ice house, 314 Pruitt Road, Spring.  
281-363-8110. www.woodlandschamber.org

Sept. 27–30
By Liza Winkler

Featuring team building events, challenges and water-themed adventures, The Woodlands 
welcomes the return of the 14th annual YMCA Dragon Boat Races. 

The boating event takes place over the course of four days at Northshore Park on Lake 
Woodlands on 40-foot long dragon boats, which seat teams of 20–30 people. Each group will 
participate in a four-hour bracket on one day of the overall challenge with racing and team 
activities. 

Roxanne Davis, north group community liaison for the South Montgomery County YMCA, 
said the event is designed to build and strengthen relationships by promoting team work 
between individuals, co-workers and teen groups within each age bracket. 

“it’s a great spectator event, too,” Davis said. “Dragon boat races are so unique, and it’s not 
something you see day in and day out. [The YMCA was] the first to bring it to Texas 14 years 
ago. it allows adults to meet their coworkers out of the office and have good, wholesome, 
healthy fun.”

Participants must be at least 18 years old to take part in the race during the first three days 
of competition. high school teams from grades nine–12 are eligible to join the event for the 
Sept. 30 competition bracket. 

Davis said although the races are geared toward team work rather than competition, 
token prizes will be awarded to the top finishers in addition to awards for best spirit and 
sportsmanship.

After the dragon boat races, teams will rotate every 30 minutes to a new activity, including 
obstacle courses, foosball and relays. Families are welcome to watch the dragon boat races 
at no cost.

Proceeds benefit YMCA outreach programs, including financial assistance for families to get 
involved with a variety of events, such as swimming classes and team sports. Also, money 
raised at the event goes toward providing summer camps and after-school activities with a 
safe environment for youth.

Times vary. $625 (per team of 20–30 people), $550 (per high school or nonprofit team of 
20–30 people). Northshore Park and Lake Woodlands, 2505 Lake Woodlands Drive.  
281-681-6723. www.ymcadragonboat.org
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The 14th annual YMCA Dragon Boat Races returns to The Woodlands’ Northshore Park Sept. 27–30.

YMCA Dragon Boat Races

15 The Woodlands Fall Flea Market
The Woodlands’ villages join forces for 
the annual fall flea market. Residents may 
sell unwanted household goods and buy 
pre-owned items. Proceeds from the event 
benefit scholarships, grans and village 
association projects. 7–10 a.m. Free. Town 
Center Parking Garage, 9700 Six Pines Drive.  
281-210-3976

21 Sippin’ at Sunset for Scholarships
Sippin’ at Sunset for Scholarships benefits 
the Montgomery County Fair Association 
Scholarship Fund and features wine and 
food pairings with a waterfront view in the 
Emerald Room of The Woodlands Resort 
and Conference Center. Sponsorship 
opportunities are available. 6:30 p.m. $100 
(individual tickets), $125 (at the door). The 
Woodlands Resort and Conference Center, 
2301 North Millbend Drive. 936-760-3631
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September

Now–Sept. 23 The Miracle Worker
Stage Right of Texas, the resident theater 
company at Crighton Theater, presents 
William Gibon’s “The Miracle Worker.” The 
play tells the story of Annie Sullivan and her 
student, the blind, deaf and mute helen Keller. 
Woodlands resident Lena Torluemke plays 
the role of Keller. 8 p.m. (Friday and Saturday 
performances), 2 p.m. (Sept. 16, 23). $17 
(adults), $15 (seniors), $5 (students). Crighton 
Theater, 234 N. Main, Conroe. 936-441-7469. 
www.stage-right.org

15 Arts in the Park
Join in on a free, family-friendly event at The 
Lodge in Rob Fleming Park. Local artists 
exhibit work such as wood, pottery, paintings, 
crafts and jewelry for attendees to purchase. 
Entertainment, a kid’s area and concessions 
are available. 4–8 p.m. Free. Rob Fleming Park, 
6055 Creekside Forest Drive. 281-210-3800. 
www.thewoodlandstownshiptx.gov 

 

15 iGoPink Stiletto Sprint
With events for the family, Breast Cancer 
Charities of America hosts a 50-meter sprint 
with an array of footwear race competitions, 
including stilettos for women and men, 
sneakers for co-ed adults, sneakers for boys 
and girls ages 12 and under as well as a 
spirit squad. Entertainment features include 
a balloon artist, crafts, food vendors, music 
and mascots. Prizes will be awarded to the 
top runners in adult categories and all runners 
ages 12 and under. Proceeds benefit The 
help Now Fund with emergency financial 
assistance toward rent and utilities for those 
with breast cancer. 8 a.m. (registration), 9 
a.m.–noon. $20 (spirit squad), $10 (per person, 
ages 12 and under), $25 (per person, ages 13 
and up). Market Street, 9595 Six Pines Drive.  
281-296-5755. www.stilettosprint.com

15 CASA Superhero 5K
The third annual run/walk and 1K Kids 
Fun Run benefits Court Appointed Special 
Advocates of Montgomery County and 
provides volunteers with a means to aid 
abused and neglected children. The event 
includes a DJ, raffles, refreshments, prizes, 
awards and a variety of activities, such as 
health, fitness and discovery for attendees. 
The first 450 participants receive a free T-shirt. 
Children ages 12 and under may participate in 
the 1K Kids Fun Run. 8 a.m.–noon. $10 (1K), 
$40 (5K race-day registration). W. Goodrich 
Jones State Forest, FM 1488 between i-45 
and hwy. 242, Conroe. 936-441-5437.  
www.casaspeaks4kids.com
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29 Texas Music Throwdown

The 2012 Texas Music Throwdown features 
live performances by Reckless Kelly, Jarrod 
Birmingham and the Josh Ward Band at  
Rob Fleming Park. Event proceeds benefit 
heroes on The Water, which aids wounded 
veterans who take part in outdoor activities. 
$8 (pre-sale tickets), $10 (day of event). Rob 
Fleming Park, 6055 Creekside Forest Drive.  
www.texasmusicthrowdown.com

October

2 Neighborhood Parties
As part of the National Night Out series, 
residents are encouraged to attend street 
or park parties with their neighbors. The 
event aims to create neighborhood unity and 
discourage criminal activity. Party supplies 
such as balloons, giveaways, signs and 
party ideas can be picked up Sept. 19 from 
10 a.m.–6 p.m. at The Woodlands Township 
Town hall West Entrance, 2801 Technology 
Forest Blvd. 5:30–8 p.m.  
Free. Participating neighborhoods in  
The Woodlands. 281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

6 Rev It Up
Montgomery County habitat for humanity’s 
second annual road rally, Rev it Up, 
takes drivers ages 25 and up on a 40-
mile scavenger hunt through several area 
destinations. The rally begins at BMW 
of The Woodlands. The event benefits 
habitat’s “Women Build” campaign. 4 p.m. 
$220 (registration for 2-4 person team), 
$55 (regular attendance). BMW of The 
Woodlands, 17830 i-45 N. 936-441-4663. 
www.hfhmctx.org
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22 Woodforest Charity Run
Woodforest National Bank sponsors the third 
annual 5K and 10K run through downtown 
Conroe. Participants run along a USA Track 
and Field-certified course and enjoy a  
post-race family friendly party, an award 
ceremony, children’s activities, music and 
food. All proceeds benefit the Woodforest 
Charitable Foundation for social and 
public service programs in the community. 
Registration is limited to the first 500 entries. 
T-shirts are guaranteed for the first 250 
applicants. 7:45 a.m. (10K), 8 a.m. (5K). 
$25 (5K pre-registration by Sept. 16), $30 
(10K pre-registration by Sept. 16), $30 
(5K registration after Sept. 16), $35 (10K 
registration after Sept. 16). heritage Place, 
500 Collins Street, Conroe. 877-968-7962.  
www.woodforest.com

22 Community-Wide Kickoff
Northshore Park hosts a kickoff for National 
Night Out with a community celebration 
of law enforcement members and public 
safety vehicles. Families have an opportunity 
to meet the men and women who protect 
neighborhoods and streets from crime. 
Festivities include food, activities, face 
painting, a bounce house, crafts, public 
safety demonstrations and an appearance 
from McGruff the Crime Dog. 1–5 p.m. Free. 
Northshore Park, 2505 Lake Woodlands  
Drive. 281-210-3883.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

29 Casino Night Dinner and Fundraiser
The Woodlands Resort and Conference 
Center hosts a “Betting on Courage” dinner 
and fundraiser event to benefit Children’s Safe 
harbor. The children’s advocacy organization 
works to heal the trauma of victims ages 
2–17 by using a comprehensive approach 
to the treatment and intervention of sexual 
and severe physical abuse. Children’s Safe 
harbor brings aspects together such as law 
enforcement, Children’s Protective Services 
and counseling to the Montgomery, San 
Jacinto and Walker county areas. 6:30–10:30 
p.m. $300. The Woodlands Resort and 
Conference Center, 2301 N. Millbend Drive. 
936-756-4644. www.childrenssafeharbor.org

29 Denim & Diamonds
Panther Creek inspiration Ranch hosts its 
annual Denim & Diamonds Gala, which 
benefits the organization’s community 
programs, including Assisted Therapeutic 
Riding, Equine Assisted Mental health 
Therapy for children and individuals who 
are physically, mentally and/or emotionally 
challenged and a new collaborative program 
for teens of the state. The event includes one-
of-a-kind auction items and dancing, hosted 
by Dana Tyson, DJ from Sunny 99.1 FM. 6 
p.m. $150. The Woodlands Waterway Marriott 
hotel and Convention Center, 2101 Lake 
Robbins Drive. 281-719-9322.  
www.pciranch.org

29 NCL Garage Sale
The Bluebonnet Chapter of the National 
Charity League hosts its 12th annual garage 
sale. More than 100 families have donated 
items to sell, including new and gently used 
designer clothing, furniture, house wares, 
small appliances, children and teen clothing, 
toys, sporting goods and books. The National 
Charity League is a group of mothers 
and daughters who provide service and 
philanthropy work throughout the community. 
Proceeds from the garage sale benefit 
residents of Montgomery County through 
the philanthropy projects of the Bluebonnet 
Chapter. 7 a.m.–2 p.m. Free. Robinson Road 
Community Center, 27434 Robinson Road, 
Oak Ridge North. 832-724-8506.  
www.woodlandschamber.org

Find more or submit The Woodlands events at  
www.impactnews.com/the-woodlands/calendar.

To have The Woodlands events included in the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Live musicLive music

Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion
2005 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300

September

14        Train, 7 p.m.
15       “Rockstar Energy Drink Uproar Festival,”      
       with Shinedown, Godsmack, Staind,
       Papa Roach and more, 12 p.m.
21       Evening with Brahms with the houston  

     Symphony, 8 p.m.
29        Florence & The Machine, 7:30 p.m.

October

11        Gotye, 7:30 p.m.
12        hocus Pocus Pops with the houston  

     Symphony, 7:30 p.m.
26        Jason Aldean, 7 p.m.

Dosey Doe - Big Barn
25911 I-45 N.
The Woodlands • 281-367-3774

September

14         Over the Rhine, 8:30 p.m.
15          Shawn Colvin, 8:30 p.m.
18         Matt hillyer, 8 p.m.
20         Rippingtons, 8:30 p.m. 
22         Bela Fleck with Marcus Roberts Trio,  
         5 p.m., 8:30 p.m.
27         Dean Dillon & Scotty Emerick, 8:30 p.m.
28         David Bromberg, 8:30 p.m.
29         Marcia Ball, 8:30 p.m.
30         Sawyer Brown, 7:30 p.m.

October

4           Mindy Smith, 8:30 p.m.
5           Johnny Lee, 8:30 p.m.
6           Keiko Matsui, 8:30 p.m.
10         Max Stalling & Susan Gibson, 8 p.m.

Dosey Doe - Music Café
463 FM 1488
Conroe • 936-271-2171

September

14         The Rhett Butler Group, 8:30 p.m.
15          hamilton Loomis, 8:30 p.m.
19         Kolby Gray, 8 p.m.
20         Carter Beckworth, 8:30 p.m.
21          Cooper Wade Band, 8:30 p.m.
22         Jarrod Sterrett, 8:30 p.m.
26         hunter McKithan, 8 p.m.
28         Six String Boys, 8:30 p.m.
29         Band of heathens, 8:30 p.m.

October

4           Tracy Grammer, 8:30 p.m.
5           Brad Boyer, 8:30 p.m.
6           Ezra Charles & Band, 8:30 p.m.
10         Michael McDermott, 8 p.m.
12         “in the Round,” with Jim Salter, Eric  

       Myers, Darwin Macon and Brian Sacco,  
       8:30 p.m.

Concert in The Park
Northshore Park

2505 Lake Woodlands Drive
The Woodlands • 281-210-3800

September

16         Gary Michael Dahl, 5:30 p.m.
23          True hearts, 5:30 p.m.

October

7           Legacy Band, 5:30 p.m.
14          Texas Renegade, 5:30 p.m.

Worth the drive

6–7 Fall Festival
St. ignatius Loyola Catholic Church hosts a 
fall festival and craft fair. The event includes 
bingo, live entertainment, a used book sale, 
silent and live auctions, a talent show (Oct. 
6, 3 –5 p.m.), laser tag (Oct. 6, 5–9 p.m.), 
inflatables, and international foods. Noon–9 
p.m. (Oct. 6), noon–6 p.m. (Oct. 7). 7810 
Cypresswood Drive, Spring. 281-370-3401. 
www.silcc.org
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Four
Private Dining

Rooms

FOR RESERVATIONS AND 
INFORMATION CALL

2 8 1 . 3 6 2 . 0 8 0 8
WWW.AMERIGOS.COM

25250 GROGANS PARK DRIVE THE 
WOODLANDS, 77380

BOOK A PRIVATE ROOM TODAY 

SEATING UP TO 15, 25, 35, 40 OR 
75 COMFORTABLY

ALL IN BEAUTIFUL HOLIDAY DECOR
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THE EVENT
OF THE 
YEAR . . .

HOSTED AT
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Bay Area

Katy

Texas Medical Center
Sugar Land

The Woodlands

FindYourMDAnderson.comAppointments Available 713.745.9940

in The Woodlands
Making Cancer History®

MD Anderson is Making Cancer History® in The Woodlands.  
Our team of the world’s leading cancer experts is focused 
only on you and your cancer. We can guide you through 
advanced MD Anderson treatment options including surgery, 
radiation, chemotherapy, clinical trials and support services. 
We’ll customize a plan just for you and keep you close to your 
friends and family. Choose MD Anderson in The Woodlands. 
Find Your MD Anderson today.
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Thomas M. Fountain is Board Certifi ed in Personal Injury Trial Law by the Texas Board of  Legal Specialization since 1987. No other certifi cation implied .

•  Small Business 
   Formation/Representation
•  Wills &Trusts
•  Family Law
•  HOA Representation 

10077 Grogans Mill Rd. Suite 260 | The Woodlands, 77380
281-296-6500 | www.HoustonTrialLaw.com

“HOW TO EFFECTIVELY NEGOTIATE YOUR STORM CLAIM 
WITH YOUR ADJUSTER”

Thurs., Sept.27th • 10am - 12pm • 1400 Woodloch Forest Dr., The Woodlands, 77380 
Sponsored by: S. Montgomery County Woodlands Chamber of  Commerce

Reservations email: leah.forney@woodlandschamber.org

Free Seminar

TMF
Associates

A P C

•  Litigation, including 
   Aviation, Transportation, 
   Real Estate, Toxic Torts & 
   Negligence

CITY OF THE WOODLANDSCITY OFAT LEAST NOT FOR AWHILE

• Do not incorporate; continue   
 as a Township

• Continue to research options;   
 improve Township

• Defer an incorporation   
 election

• I don't know; need more   
 information

• Don't rush to decision; take time 
 to thoroughly consider options

• Incorporate;
 hold an election

36%

19%

16%

12%

11%

6%

“If you could speak 
directly to the Board of 
Directors, what advice 
would you give them 
regarding what should 
be done next about 
governace structure of 
The Woodlands.” 

Source: Partners for Strategic Action

GOVERNANCE

By Andrea Bolt
The Woodlands Township Board of 

Directors has decided to delay a potential 
2014 vote on incorporating as a city, a vote 
that must take place by 2047. 

Legislation passed in 2007 that allowed 
The Woodlands to operate under a town-
ship form of government allowed the com-
munity to avoid potential annexation by 
the cities of Conroe and Houston. It also 
mandated that a vote be held at some point 
in the following 50 years. The first year that 
vote could take place was 2014.

The decision to delay the vote was based 
largely on a study conducted, and informa-
tion compiled, over an 18-month period by 
Arizona-based planning company Partners 
for Strategic Action. In June it announced 
its findings of a survey that drew responses 
from about 400 residents. 

“We want to continue to educate people,” 
township director Peggy Hausman said. 
“Everybody wants to be educated about 
this. In surveys and the information that 
we received, people wanted us to put it off.”

Director Nelda Blair said she received 
similar comments from residents.

“The feedback I have personally received 
throughout this determination has been 
almost totally against incorporation at this 
time,” she said.

The survey reported residents’ feelings 

enforcement services which the township 
receives through contracts with the Mont-
gomery County Sheriff’s Office, Harris 
County Sheriff’s Office and Harris County 
Constable’s Office.

When asked if the Township will 

about the consequences of incorporating, 
including the blending and subsequent 
increase of Municipal Utility District 
tax rates, the increase of the number of 
city employees, the city having to fund 
and run its own police department, as 
well as infrastructural services, and a 
potential 80 percent increase in property 
taxes to fund such services. According to 
the study, approximately 80 percent said 
they opposed a 2014 vote, with 36 percent 
requesting to remain a township. 

“[The township] can legislatively take 
care of changes that need to be done,” 
Hausman said. “We feel it’s simply not 
time to put [the vote to incorporate] on the 
ballot yet.”

Although the majority of residents who 
responded oppose incorporation, 6 percent 
of responders were in favor of a 2014 vote. 

“What I hear people sometimes wanting 
is ordinance-making authority,” Haus-
man said. “When we have issues such as 
noise abatements or someone painting 
their house purple and violating covenants, 
there’s no fining ability; we have to take 
them through the courts.”

According to a July 2012 Governance 
Options Report compiled by PSA, incor-
poration would also allow for more local 
and direct control of services currently 
controlled by other entities, such as law 

perform any more studies in the future, 
Hausman said the board will conduct 
studies when they become necessary. 

“When the time comes is when we’ll 
vote,” she said. “The public will let us know 
when that is.”

Woodlands Township decides against potential 2014 incorporation vote

Partners for Strategic Action, the private consulting firm hired 
by The Woodlands Township to conduct its incorporation 
study, received feedback from almost 400 residents regard-
ing their opinions about possible incorporation.

REGISTER ONLINE at www.RunThruTheWoods.org • For more information call 281-367-9622

Like Us On 
Facebook!

Register Today - A Holiday Family Tradition

Thanksgiving Day

Complimentary Pancake Breakfast for all 
participants provided by The Egg & I

Proceeds benefi t: 
Charities of South Montgomery County

November 22, 2012
The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion 

in The Woodlands Town Center

Enter The 23rd Annual GE Run Thru the Woods Directed by the YMCA

1 Mile Children’s Race  
5 Mile Run
3 Mile Run    

3 Mile Family Walk

Scan to fi nd out more!



10 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • The Woodlands Edition

4840 W. Panther Creek, Ste. 211 | The Woodlands | 281-298-9434
1003 Longmire Road | Conroe | 936-756-1386 | www.LeikerOrtho.com

Dr. Brad Leiker, DDS, MS
Orthodontic Specialist

•  Specialized in Early Treatment of Children 
    to Obtain Better Facial, Smile, Dental, and Airway Results!
•   A Leader in Cosmetic Orthodontic Alternatives for Teens & Adults!
•   We Strive to Make Excellent Orthodontic Care Affordable 
    to Everyone Wanting a Beautiful Smile!

Most insurances and credit cards accepted.
Serving  e Woodlands / Conroe and surrounding areas since 1994.

FREE INITIAL EXAM
ZERO PERCENT FINANCING

YYYYYYYYYYYYYOOOOOOOOOOOUUUUUUUURRRR SSSSOOOUURRCCCEE FFFOORRRR
ORRRR && OOOUUUTTTDDDOOOOOORRROIIIIINNNNNDDDDOOOOOOOIIIIINNNNNNNDDDDOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
EEElllleeectrric Lanternsss,,GGGGGGGGGGaaaaaaaaassssssss aaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnndddddd 
gg FFFaans, Lamps ngCCCCCCCCCCCCeeeeiiiiilllllliiiinnn
nndddd LLightingnnnnnaaaaaaannnn

YOUR SOURCE FOR
INDOOR & OUTDOOR

Gas and Electric Lanterns,
Ceiling Fans, Lamps 

and Lighting

281-298-5200  |  25403-A I-45 N.
The Woodlands, 77380 |  www.frenchquarterlighting.com

Growing

As with any financial decision, buyers are encouraged t    o do their own due diligence when selecting a 
home builder. Woodforest makes no representation or warranties on the quality of the homebuilders. 
Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. Realtors Welcome. 05/12

Where life Grows.

When it comes to master-planned communities in
Montgomery County, Woodforest is flexing plenty of muscle. 

With a 27-hole golf course for mom and dad. Parks, playgrounds
and a splash park for the kids. Miles of hike and bike trails
for the whole family. And shopping, dining, entertainment

and recreational activities - all just minutes away.

Woodforest has a powerful line up of new homes priced to suit
every lifestyle. You’ll find patio homes, homes with golf-course and

lake views, and amenity-filled custom homes on up to one-acre homesites.

Woodforest – growing stronger every day.

936-447-2800 · WoodforestTx.com
Homes from the $150s to $1 Million+f

Coventry Homes
Darling Homes

DR Horton
Highland Homes

Jeff Paul Custom Homes
Lennar Homes

Newmark Homes 
Partners in Building

Perry Homes
Ryland Homes

Sullivan Signature Homes
Village Builders

Over 50 homes ready for Move-In!
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There are a lot of great reasons to have a Wells Fargo 
Checking Package® account or PMA® package, and 
now the advantages are twice as nice. We’ll reward 
you with up to a 1% interest rate discount, double what 
you’d normally get on select new loans and lines of 
credit, through September 30, 2012. It’s just another 
way Wells Fargo is helping make your finances easier. 
Call, click wellsfargo.com/doublediscounts, or stop 
by to start a conversation with a Wells Fargo banker 
today to learn more.

New credit accounts subject to credit qualification, income verification, and collateral evaluation. Double Discount interest rate promotion for PMA® Package and Wells Fargo Checking Package account is only 
available on new personal loans and lines of credit, auto loans, and private student loans. For home equity, the Wells Fargo Checking Package account and Wells Fargo Home Mortgage customer discount is doubled 
and the PMA discount is increased from 0.375% to 0.50%. Only one qualifying promotional discount per new credit account will apply. To qualify for the promotional discount, customers must maintain a Wells Fargo 
Checking Package checking account or a Wells Fargo PMA Package checking account and continued automatic payments from a Wells Fargo checking or savings account. If the qualifying checking account is 
closed, or if the automatic payment is not selected or is cancelled at any time after the credit account is opened, the interest rate and corresponding monthly payment may increase (not applicable on fixed interest 
rate student loans). For student loans, it is not necessary to select or maintain automatic payments to receive the promotional rate Double Discount for qualified checking accounts. The Double Discount promotion 
is available on new applications submitted between July 1, 2012, and September 30, 2012. Additional restrictions, limitations, and exclusions may apply. Please contact a Wells Fargo banker for further details.

© 2012 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. NMLSR ID 399801 (729846_05898)

729846_05898

10" x 6.04"

4C

Auto Loans | Home Equity Lines and Loans | Personal Lines and Loans | Student Loans

Get a Double
interest rateDiscount

on select new loans today

729846_05898 10x6.04 4c .indd   1 8/13/12   1:32 PM

TRANSPORTATiON

By Brian Walzel
The Woodlands Township, along with 

some of the surrounding communities in 
Montgomery County, will be the recipi-
ent of federal transportation dollars after 
it was announced in March by the U.S. 
Census Bureau the Conroe-Woodlands 
district has been designated as a Large 
Urban Area.

The Census Bureau defines Large Urban 
Areas as “densely populated residential, 
commercial and other non-residential 
areas.” The Census Bureau identified 486 
such areas, with Conroe-The Woodlands 
and surrounding unincorporated Mont-
gomery County, with a population of 
239,938, being one of 36 new areas earning 
the designation.

According to the Federal Transit 
Administration, and based on a funding 
formula that determines the allocations, 
the Conroe-Woodlands urban area could 
receive about $2.1 million in grant money. 
The money can be used for capital projects, 
planning, job access and reverse commute 
projects, and transportation operation 
costs.

The Houston-Galveston Area Council 
will serve as facilitators of the funds, said 
Bruce Tough, chairman of the township 
board of directors.

“This is not an arbitrary process,” Tough 

urban area designation, the two entities 
have entered into an inter-local agreement 
to be dual designated recipients of money. 

Tough said representatives from the 
cities of Oak Ridge North and Shenan-
doah, as well as Cut and Shoot all have 
sent representatives to be involved in 

said. “The applications [for funding] will 
come through the H-GAC, which will 
apply the formula funding.”

According to the FTA, money is appro-
priated to designated recipients, which 
then suballocates the money to state and 
local governmental authorities, includ-
ing public transportation providers. The 
primary public transportation provider 
in The Woodlands is the Brazos Transit 
District, which operates three park and 
rides, the Town Center trolley system and 
the Waterway Cruisers. 

“The Brazos Transit District is a very 
vital partner to the continuation of the 
transit program, and our intention is to 
continue that association,” Tough said. 

The BTD could be a recipient of funding 
through the FTA program.

“[The BTD] has provided [the park and 
ride] service and made it into an exem-
plary service,” Tough said. “And we will 
continue that service.”

The three park and rides in The Wood-
lands serve about 800,000 riders per year, 
Tough said, which makes the service one of 
the most successful in the nation.

“It would be completely illogical to 
terminate or reduce the funding for those 
programs,” Tough said.

Because the Census Bureau combined 
both Conroe and The Woodlands in its 

the discussions since they are within 
the Large Urban Area designated by the 
Census.  

H-GAC is holding a public comment 
hearing period for the proposed desig-
nated grant recipients through Sept. 17  
at 5 p.m.

New Census designation could mean more transportation funding
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Commuters board a Woodlands Express bus at the Research Forest Park and Ride. Brazos Transit District 
operates three park and rides throughout The Woodlands.



12 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • The Woodlands Edition

The Strong Firm P.C. | The Woodlands Waterway One | 10003 Woodloch Forest Drive, Suite 210
The Woodlands, 77380 | 281-367-1222 | www.thestrong rm.com

Licensed to practice by the Supreme Court of Texas. Not Certi� ed by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.

WE MEAN BUSINESS 
in THE WOODLANDS

Business Law & Contracts

Corporations, LLCs and Partnerships

Real Estate

Borrowing and Lending

Oil, Gas & Energy

International Investment 

Commercial Disputes

Wills, Trusts & Estates

Voted #1 Attorney, Lawyers & Legal Services 3 years running!

2012

Your Personal 
Assets Get 

Our Personal 
Attention.

www.fi rstvictoria.com

At First Victoria, keeping pace with your 
personal and professional banking 

needs is what we’re all about. That’s why 
our Wealth Management Services and 

PrivateBankers offer a unique and 
different brand of banking. Enjoy access 

to services ranging from the most routine 
banking needs to more complex investment, 

trust and insurance products1. 

To learn more about how we can create 
an “out of the box” solution for you, 

stop by our newest banking center 
at 1430 Research Forest Drive.

NOW OPEN
1430 Research Forest Dr.  
The Woodlands

Brad Bowman    
PrimeVest Investment Executive
Houston Area Market
281.599.6023

Jeannie Jennings    
Vice President 
PrivateBanking/Wealth Management
832.663.4507

Heidi Carney    
Vice President 
PrivateBanking/Wealth Management
832.663.4506

1 PrimeVest Financial Services, Inc. and First Victoria Insurance 
Agency: Not insured by the FDIC • Not a deposit • Not insured 
by any federal government agency • Not guaranteed by the 
bank • Subject to investment risks, including the possible loss 
of principal. Trust assets are not FDIC insured.

September 21-30
Tour the Falls at Imperial Oaks

For more information visit www.fallsatimperialoaks.com
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LOCATION:
• 6 minutes to Woodlands Mall
• 15 minutes to IAH
• 30 minutes to Downtown

The Falls at Imperial Oaks is the natural choice for your next
home with State-of-the-Art Fitness Facilities, Water Park,
Splash Pad, Walking Trails and on-site elementary school.

Edgewater – from the $220s • 281-249-7727
Holly Creek – from the $290s • 281-249-7725
Windsong Manor – from the $260s • 281-249-7812

Summit Springs – from the $160s • 281-419-4748

David Weekley Homes –

Lennar Homes –

Help us celebrate the GHBA Community of the Year with
Daily Prizes and Drawings at parade homes and 
Enter to Win a $1,000 Grand Prize!

SPECIAL PROMOTION: 
Extra 1% towards closing costs*
* Ask your sales associate for details.
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CiTY AND TOWNShiP Compiled by Andrea Bolt and Brian Walzel

The Woodlands Township

Oak Ridge North

  City of Oak Ridge North
Bob Williams Memorial Council Chambers
27424 Robinson Road
281-292-4648 • www.oakridgenorth.com

Sept. 24, Oct. 8, 7 p.m.

  City of Shenandoah
City of Shenandoah Municipal Complex
29955 i-45 N. 
281-298-5522
www.shenandoahtx.com 
 
Sept. 26, 7 p.m.

  The Woodlands Township
The Woodlands Township Office
2801 Technology Forest Blvd.
281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Sept. 26, 6 p.m.

Meetings

The Woodlands Township board of 
directors voted in August to move its 
annual election from May to Novem-
ber beginning in 2013. The change was 
made possible by Senate Bill 100, which 
was passed in 2011. The mandate allows 
government entities the freedom to 
hold their elections in either May or 
November.

Director Gordy Bunch said the town-
ship typically sees higher voter turnout 
for November elections.

“Clearly there is a higher voter 
turnout in November,” Bunch said. 
“In a democracy, I think we should do 
everything we can to promote higher 
turnout.”

Director Nelda Blair was in favor of 
retaining the May election date. She 
believes voters going to the polls in 
November may not be as familiar with 
township issues or candidates as they 
would in a May election.

“The voter turnout in November, I 
think, will be a number of people who 
are coming to vote for Congress or 
president or vice president, or governor, 
lieutenant governor or in their state 
elections, and they will also vote for 

The City of Oak Ridge North is under-
taking a large-scale improvement project 
for its utility services while also amend-
ing its trash service. City Manager Vicky 
Rudy said the city is considering about $5 
million in capital improvement projects 
including groundwater storage tank reno-
vations and Hanna Road and Blueberry 
Hill sewer projects she feels need to be 
completed in the next few years. 

“The entire system is 40 years old. The 
city has come of age all of a sudden and 
there’s really been no previous planning 

Woodlands Township changes election date from May to November

ORN plans major capital improvement projects, changes waste collection service

the township,” she said. “But that doesn’t 
mean that’s why they were there to vote 
in the first place. And they may not have 
the interest in the township election that 
they would normally have if they were 
encouraged to come out in May.”

Director Mike Bass said he believes 
the change will result in a higher voter 
turnout.

“I think the voters will be just as 
informed in November as they will be in 

before this time, but we need to have a 
plan in place for future years,” Rudy said.  

To complete the renovations, Rudy said 
the city intends to borrow $3 million and 
to use $2 million of its own money.

The City Council voted to change the 
city’s sanitation services from the public 
works department to Waste Manage-
ment. The change means residents’ trash 
will be picked up one day a week, on 
Mondays, instead of two days per week.  

Rudy said the cost associated with 
trash pickup and the maintenance of the 

city’s garbage truck had become a burden 
and unsustainable. 

“The city had its own sanitation pro-
gram for many years because we received 
a sanitation truck in our grant program,” 
she said. “This move will save us con-
siderable money, as the inflation, cost of 
personnel and maintenance issues with 
the truck were just too much.”

Waste Management will provide 
residents with 96-gallon trash receptacles 
and all solid waste will be picked up after 
holidays. 

The City of Shenandoah City Council 
adopted its fiscal year 2012-13 budget last 
month, one that lowers the city’s property 
tax rate from 32.37 cents per $100 of prop-
erty valuation to 31.73 cents, a 2 percent 
decrease. 

The city’s general fund revenues for 
its new budget are $8.5 million, with its 
expenses at $8.3 million. The budget  
projects a surplus of revenues over 
expenses of $181,145. Jennifer Calvert, 
City of Shenandoah finance director, said 
the surplus will go back into the city’s 
general fund. 

Shenandoah’s total budget, which  
combines the general fund, hotel occupancy  
tax revenue, debt services, water and  
sewer department and the city’s special 
purpose fund combine for $13.8 million.

The city has projected a 3 percent 
increase in sales tax revenue, to $4.6  
million. The approved 2011-12 projected 
$4.3 million in sales tax revenues. 

“We just had phenomenal sales tax 
growth [in fiscal year 2011-12], far more 
than expected,” Calvert said.

The 2012-13 budget projects $718,000 
in hotel occupancy tax revenue. Calvert 
said for the coming budget year, the city’s 
appraised value was set at more than  
$548 million.

Shenandoah

Shenandoah cuts taxes 

May.”
Township directors serve two-year 

terms. With the change, those directors 
who would have been up for re-election 
in May 2013 will serve six more months 
on the board before the November. Those 
members are Blair, Peggy Hausman and 
chairman Bruce Tough.

Jeff Long, Ed Robb, Bunch and Bass 
won election to the board this year and 
will be up for re-election in 2014.

THE WOODLANDS TOWNSHIP

May 2010 May 2011 Nov. 2011 May 2012

Voter Turnout

4,822 3,766 4,751* 4,281

Source: Montgomery County Elections Office. *Denotes proposition election
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Convention and Visitors Bureau
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Tourism
Continued from | 1

[Intercontinental Airport] and spend a 
weekend shopping and dining and then go 
back Sunday,” he said. 

With the influx of new companies like 
ExxonMobil relocating to the area, general 
manager of The Woodlands Waterway Mar-
riott Hotel and Convention Center Fred 
Domenick said he believes The Woodlands 
and the hotel industry will almost certainly 
see growth in international visitors in the 
coming years.

“[Mexican tourism] is a smaller segment 
for us now,” said Domenick, whose visi-
tors are largely comprised from Houston 
and around the state. “But I think we’re 
definitely seeing growth out of Mexico and 
tourists from Mexico City who like to come 
spend weekends.”

Hotel occupancy
Hotel occupancy levels in The Woodlands 

are far outpacing projections. Although the 
township budgeted $5.1 million in hotel 
occupancy tax revenues in 2012, it is now 
forecasting that amount to be close to about 
$6 million. Through the first seven months 
of 2011, the township generated $2.7 mil-
lion in hotel occupancy tax revenue, but 
this year that amount has increased to $3.5 
million over the same seven-month period.

Both Wolda and Domenick said events 
like the Memorial Hermann Ironman 
Texas Triathlon, which has been held in 
The Woodlands for the past two years and 
will return for the next three, bring with 
them a significant amount of tourism dol-
lars and international guests. 

“Half of the township’s revenue is gen-
erated by hotel occupancy rates and retail 
sales,” Wolda said. “Residents benefit from 
the shops, stores and amenities, and visitors 
help pay for that cost.”

Effect on retailers
Market Street Marketing Director Jenny 

Taylor said the upscale shopping destina-
tion has experienced an increase in cus-
tomers thanks to the various events and 
festivals held in Town Center. 

“Festivals and especially concerts at the 
[Cynthia Woods Mitchell] Pavilion play 
into [tourism] numbers for us,” Taylor said. 
“From Market Street’s perspective, sales 
growth is attributed to strong tourism gen-
erated through our 
marketing and our 
combined market-
ing efforts with the 
CVB.” 

Taylor said there 
is often a snowball 
effect for many of the 
businesses throughout Town Center, such as 
those in Market Street, The Woodlands Mall 
and the Waterway. 

“The number of shows at the Pavilion 
can definitely directly effect us,” Taylor said. 
“Depending on how many shows or con-
certs there are, we see that almost immedi-
ately reflected in hotel, dining and shopping 

numbers.” 

Surrounding communities
Shenandoah City Administrator Greg 

Smith said his city has also benefitted from 
generous tourism growth in the area.

“This area, [Hwy.] 242 to Rayford [Road], 
is growing by leaps 
and bounds,” Smith 
said.  “ExxonMobil is 
helping our hotels.” 

Smith said the 
City of Shenandoah 
attributes its hotel 
occupancy tax reve-

nue to the several events the  township hosts 
or sponsors, including events at the Cyn-
thia Woods Mitchell Pavilion, the Ironman 
Triathlon, and the upcoming 2013 NCAA 
Division III Diving Championships, which 
Smith said will bring several thousand visi-
tors to the area’s hotels. 

Smith said developers may be looking to 

“The Woodlands has arrived on the 
scene in a big way.”

—Nick Wolda, President of  
The Woodlands Convention 

and Visitors Bureau

The Woodlands Convention and Visitors Bureau produces or sponsors several events in The 
Woodlands throughout the year to attract and encourage tourism and to provide activities 
for residents of the community. This data shows the estimated attendance figures for CVB 
events held between January and June 2012.

open four or five hotels within Shenandoah 
in the next few years. 

Vicky Rudy, Oak Ridge North’s city man-
ager, said there has been a positive impact on 
the east side of I-45 as well.

“We have definitely had a bump up in 
our sales revenue,” Rudy said. “There’s seri-
ous movement in our retail centers, and we 
do expect those numbers to track upward. 
Whatever happens in The Woodlands, we 
see it spill over to our side of the highway.”

Wolda said The Woodlands has become 
successful because of the brand it has estab-
lished and the quality that brand represents. 

“The Woodlands has arrived on the scene 
in a big way,” Wolda said. “It used to be ‘We’re 
north of Houston,’ but now it has developed 
its own identity. Houston is close by, but The 
Woodlands is its own brand and it’s a high 
quality brand.”

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Tourism CVBor



16 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • The Woodlands Edition

Revenue sources
The township’s general fund is 

primarily financed through sales, 
hotel occupancy and property 
taxes. Township Financial Direc-
tor Monique Sharp said higher 
revenues through those funds 
allowed the township to decrease 
its reliance on property taxes.

For fiscal year 2011-12, the 
township projected $33.6 million 
in sales tax revenue. The actual 
amount will be about $4 million, 
or nearly 12 percent, more than  
that, thanks to unexpected rev-
enue streams. 

“What we did not anticipate 
was the large increase, par-
ticularly in oil and gas and the 
telecommunications industry,”  
Sharp said. 

The township is projecting a 4 
percent increase in sales tax rev-
enue in 2013 of $39 million. 

“Everyone is saying 2012 was 
a remarkable year and no one 
should expect that again in 2013, 
so we came down to a 4 percent 
increase,” Sharp said.

The township is also expected 
to receive $1 million more in hotel 
occupancy tax revenue in 2012 
than it planned for a total of about 

$6 million. For 2013, the township 
projects to earn $6.3 million in 
hotel occupancy tax revenue.

Sales tax, hotel occupancy tax 
and other revenue sources such 
as township programs combine 
to make up 56 percent of all rev-
enues, meaning property taxes 
funds less than half of the town-
ship’s general fund.

Capital projects 
While revenues for the township 

are markedly up, expenditures are 
down. The 2012-13 budget calls 
for $101.7 million in expenses, 
about $1.3 million less than last 
year’s budget. Although  Sharp 
attributed increases in spending 
in  areas such as law enforcement, 
fire department and solid waste 
services  to normal population 
growth, the township will spend 
$3.8 million less in capital projects 
than it did in 2012.

Among the capital projects the 
township will be funding in 2013 
are $15.9 million worth of parks 
and recreation improvements. 

Of that amount, $8.9 million will 
be spent on an accelerated plan to 
build and upgrade multipurpose 
athletic fields, and the conversion 
of fields at the Bear Branch and 
Alden Bridge sports parks to all-
weather turf. The township will 

also spend about $4.1 million  on 
parks and pathways improvements 
in the Village of Creekside Park 
and throughout Town Center. 
“Based on items residents indi-
cated in our survey and resident 
comments, [sports fields] seemed 
to be an amenity that was lacking 
and the board has responded to 
that,” Sharp said.

In the 2012 township survey, 
residents identified as their top 
concerns safety and traffic issues. 

Chris Nunes, township direc-
tor of parks and recreation, said 
the township is working with The 
Woodlands Development Com-
pany to construct new parks and 
pathways throughout Creekside 
Park and Town Center.

Among the parks planned for 
Creekside Park are Rockwell 
Square and Liberty Square Park, 
which Nunes said will open either 
by the end of this year or early 
next year.

Also in the works is The Wood-
lands’ 14th village park, this one 
for Creekside Park, which will fea-
ture tennis and basketball courts, 
a swimming pool, a playground, 
open play fields and picnic areas.

Budget
Continued from | 1

Find related stories at impactnews.com. 

BudgetKeyword Search
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2012 ELECTION COVERAGE
Candidates for Conroe ISD Board of Trustees  •  Election Date Nov. 13  •  Read complete interviews at impactnews.com

John Husbands
Board of Trustees, Pos. 6
Incumbent, unopposed
jchusbands@gmail.com

Would you anticipate seeking 
approval for a bond proposal in 
the next few years?
We are in the position of hav-
ing approximately $80 mil-
lion of capacity after all of the 
2008 bond work was com-
pleted. Therefore, we do not 
expect to have to have another 
bond referendum for the next 
couple of years at a mini-
mum. The one variable in that 
projection remains the constant 
growth of our district. Should 
it change upward, it might 
affect the timeline of presenting 
another bond package. 

What is your opinion of the 
current STAAR testing pro-
gram?
The jury is still out on the 
STAAR testing program. While 
on a conceptual level I am sup-
portive of “End of Year” testing, 
the potential for the school year 
to be interrupted by continuous 
testing and retesting is of con-
cern. Once again, it needs to test 
for progress and preparedness, 
and I am concerned that we get 
too wrapped up in the “taking of 
the test” and lose site of the goal. 

What makes you qualified to 
serve on the CISD board?
Defending the taxpayer’s funds 
and oversight of the prepara-
tion our young people to lead 
our society is a delicate balance. 
Common sense, business acu-
men, and a unwavering love for 
children is what I believe that 
I bring. I have been blessed to 
serve with some intelligent fellow 
board members and an excep-
tional administration.

Scott Kidd
Board of Trustees, Pos. 5
Running unopposed
scottkiddforconroeisd@gmail.com

Would you anticipate seeking 
approval for a bond proposal in 
the next few years?
I would not anticipate a bond 
proposal unless our student 
population exceeded our build-
ing capacity or if there was some 
unique situation. 

What are the biggest needs 
facing Conroe ISD?
Statewide, CISD has consistently 
ranked high both academically 
and financially. As CISD contin-
ues to grow and change, we need 
to continue exploring further 
ways to excel academically while 
remaining economically efficient. 

What are the biggest chal-
lenges facing Conroe ISD?
The challenge is not to become 
complacent. CISD has a long tra-
dition of exceptional leadership, 
staff, and students. To uphold 
that tradition, there needs to be 
continued focus on new tal-
ent, new ideas, and new ways to 
achieve excellence. 

What is your opinion of the 
STAAR testing program?
It is early to comment on the 
STAAR testing program as there 
will be some growing pains with 
the process. I do believe account-
ability is an important issue. 

What makes you qualified to 
serve on the CISD board?
Growing up in the northern part 
of the school district and raising 
kids in the southern part gives 
me a good perspective. I believe 
my legal background and experi-
ence in the non-profit arena will 
also be an asset. 

Jessica Powell
Board of Trustees, Pos. 7
jlpowell1106@gmail.com

Would you anticipate seeking 
approval for a bond proposal 
in the next few years?
If elected to sit on the board, I 
would consider all data pre-
sented to the board regarding 
any bond issue before seeking 
its approval. Without knowing 
any specifics about any bonds, 
I could not say whether or not 
I would advocate for them or 
not. If a bond issue arises which 
will improve the situation of 
CISD students and teachers, 
then I may be on board with its 
approval. 

What is your opinion of the 
STAAR testing program?
I am no fan of high stakes 
standardized tests. I understand 
the theory behind using them as 
performance indicators, but as 
any educator will tell you, suc-
cess is not always quantifiable. 
Placing high emphasis on tests 
does not help create critically 
thinking students nor does it 
help ensure high quality teach-
ing. In fact, with so many valu-
able instructional days being 
used for testing, testing practice, 
I do not advocate for high stakes 
testing at any grade level. 

What makes you qualified to 
serve on the CISD board?
I am a career educator who 
cares about schools, teachers, 
and children. I feel strongly that 
the voice of the teachers and 
students should be heard on the 
board. I know the people of this 
district; they are like a second 
family to me, and I will make 
sure they are represented by the 
decision-making body.

Datren Williams
Board of Trustees, Pos. 4
Running unopposed
info@datrenwilliams.com

Would you anticipate seeking 
approval for a bond proposal in 
the next few years?
Once seated as a member of the 
board, I will have a more com-
plete understanding of both the 
district’s future needs and of the 
quality of our current infrastruc-
ture. As a result, I cannot predict 
whether a bond proposal would 
be advisable in the next few 
years. I can commit that I would 
only support a bond proposal if 
the proceeds would benefit the 
students and taxpayers of CISD. 

What are the biggest needs 
facing Conroe ISD?
There is an ongoing need to 
maximize the quality of educa-
tion each child receives, equip 
educators with the necessary 
resources to succeed, and main-
tain and construct facilities as 
needed to accommodate growth. 
These needs are the priority for 
our district and should be met 
while maintaining a conserva-
tive fiscal policy. CISD has been 
successful in meeting these needs 
and I will work to see that it 
continues to do so. 

What is your opinion of the 
STAAR testing program?
With any school standardized 
testing, there will be challenges 
to the need for testing and how 
much weight the test should 
hold. I fully understand the need 
for testing and accountability. I 
also understand that educators 
should be empowered to teach 
curriculum as opposed to being 
driven toward any specific test 
performance. There should be a 
healthy balance of both. 

Joe Michels
Board of Trustees, Pos. 7
Incumbent
joe@jmichels.com

Would you anticipate seeking 
approval for a bond proposal in 
the next few years?
No. CISD aggressively negoti-
ated construction contracts for 
schools approved in the 2008 
bond election. This allowed us 
to build those schools for less 
than projected. We may be able 
to build one or two new schools 
with the cost savings from our 
diligent, conservative use of 2008 
bond funds and the downturn in 
construction costs. 

What is your opinion of the 
STAAR testing program?
Good goals, poor planning. The 
overwhelming consensus among 
educators, demographers, and 
business leaders is that the suc-
cessful high school graduate in 
the future will not be the one 
with physical skills, but one who 
has intellectual skills, a strong 
knowledge base, and the ability 
to adapt to a changing job mar-
ket. Our challenge is to ensure 
that our teaching methods instill 
those higher level cognitive skills 
in our students. Above all else, 
we must teach kids how to learn 
— we cannot “teach to the test.” 

What makes you qualified to 
serve on the CISD board?
I love kids and I love our district. 
I have a strong analytical focus. 
I am a fiscal conservative who 
voted to lower property taxes and 
who believes we can keep taxes 
down in the future. I served in 
district-wide leadership roles and 
I served in site-based leader-
ship roles in the Oak Ridge and 
The Woodlands feeder zones for 
years. 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT: 
$27.46

•	 Five constable offices
•	 Sheriff’s department
•	 County and district attorney

 COURTS:  
$8.36

•	 Seven district courts
•	 Five county courts of law
•	 Five justice of the peace courts 

SEVEN LIBRARIES: 
 $2.73

PUBLIC SERVICES: 
$10.46

•	 Animal control
•	 Veteran services
•	 Lone Star Convention  

and Expo Center

TRANSPORTATION :  
$7.54

•	 Bridge and road departments
•	 Lone Star Executive Airport

ADMINISTRATION:  
$7.46

•	 County auditor
•	 County treasurer
•	 County and district clerk

DEBT SERVICE:  
$11.59

LEGAL SERVICES:  
$0.93
OTHER 
$3.45

COUNTY TAXES

By Shawn Arrajj

Montgomery County services
Commissioner breaks down property tax spending

W ith government spending under 
increasingly greater scrutiny, 
elected officials in Montgomery 

County want to make it clear exactly how 
the tax revenue the county collects is  
being used.

The average home in Montgomery 
County is valued at $198,320, according 
to the Montgomery County Appraisal 
District. On average, county residents 
are paying about $960 each year — or 
about $80 each month — in property 
taxes to the county, Precinct 2 Commis-
sioner Craig Doyal said. 

“It’s important for people to realize the 
value they’re getting for the money they 
pay each month,” Doyal said. “Most people 
don’t realize where those tax dollars go.” 

Property taxes make up about 66 percent 
of the county’s total revenue. The county 
collected approximately $166 million in 
property taxes in 2011.

Montgomery County collects property 
tax from county residents who live in 
unincorporated areas where city ser-
vices are not available. The 2011 census 
estimated the county’s population to 
be around 471,000, making it the 10th 

largest county of the 254 in Texas. More 
than 80 percent of Montgomery County 
residents live in unincorporated areas and 
require county services in place of city 
services that are not available, said J. R. 
Moore, Montgomery County tax assessor-
collector.  

County tax money funds a variety of 
services ranging from law enforcement to 
veteran services to the county’s road and 
bridge department. 

Mobility and transportation projects in 
particular are critical to keep the county 
functioning, Doyal said.

“We’re trying desperately to stay ahead 
of the curve as our county continues to 
grow,” he said. “The need for mobility is 
getting harder and harder to meet with the 
dollars we have to maintain the roads in 
place and construct new ones.”

Doyal said he believes the money 
residents are taxed each month is rea-
sonable given the list of services they 
receive in return. 

“For the cost that a lot of people will 
spend on cable TV alone, they’re funding 
the sheriff’s department, mobility projects 
and so much more,” he said.

LIBRARY

LAW ENFORCEMENT

COURTS

PUBLIC SERVICES

ADMINISTRATION

TRANSPORTATION

PROPERTY TAX BREAKDOWN
The average homeowner in 
Montgomery County paid $80 each 
month in property taxes in 2011. 
Here’s how it was distributed.

Source: Montgomery County Tax Office
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Krissie Vanyo - 281.210.0097    
25919 Oak Ridge Dr., The Woodlands TX 77380

krissie@bandierpartners.com

GREAT BUILDING, LOCATION AND RATES
26010 Oak Ridge Drive • Up to 5, 000 +/- sq. ft. availablek Rid D i U t 5 000 / ft i

Pre-Lease O�  ce Space in The Woodlands

Hand-made Artisan Chocolates, 
Chocolate Themed 

Gift Items, and Unique Goodies

3335 College Park Drive, Suite 400 • The Woodlands • 936-231-8902 • www.chocolatepunch.com

Now OpenNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOONNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooowwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

15% Off With This AdTTTTTTTTTWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWiiiiiiiiiiiiiii TTTTTTTTTTTTTT iiiiiiiiiiii AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAddddddddddddddddWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttthhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTThhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAdddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd
Expires 10/13/12
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PRO Pest Control
Thirty years of relationships foster success

One of the keys to success for any 
small business is establishing 
personal relationships with its 

client base. For PRO Pest Control, those 
relationships extend decades and beyond 
the realm of the business world. The 
approach has enabled the small company 
to thrive, and this year PRO Pest Control 
is celebrating its 30th anniversary. 

The company was established by Jerry 
Hamlin as The Woodlands community 
was in its infancy. He has since turned 
control of Professional Reliable and Obli-
gated (or PRO, as it is known) Pest Con-
trol over to his son, Joey Hamlin. Early 
on, the company established itself as a 
presence in the community, particularly 
through sponsorships and involvement in 
youth sports when Joey was young. 

Now, those friendships Hamlin 
established in his youth have helped 
ensure PRO Pest Control continues to 
succeed, even through a change in leader-
ship. Those same friends are now home 
owners, business owners and real estate 
agents, all of whom at some point need 
pest control services.

“Our customer base is many people 

BUSiNESS

By Brian Walzel

Joey Hamlin, left, owns and operates PRO Pest Control, along with assistant Josh Terrell.
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that we’ve been working with since I was 
probably 10 years old,” Joey Hamlin said.

He said his father taught him about 
quality customer service and how to sus-
tain a lasting professional image. 

“Our first priority is customer ser-
vice, of course,” Hamlin said. “We listen 
instead of talk. We’ve learned that people 
have different levels of tolerance for bugs. 
Some people don’t even want to see a bug 
outside.”

The Hamlins follow a simple business 
philosophy, SOS—strength of service. 

“We don’t make anyone sign con-
tracts,” Hamlin said. “If you don’t like us, 
you don’t have to keep us.”

He said it is rare that customers are 
unhappy with their service. An unsatis-
fied customer is such a rare occurrence, 
PRO Pest Control has built a client base 
of more than 2,000, which stretches from 
Baytown to Galveston to Katy to Hunts-
ville and all parts between.

This season has been particularly busy 
for his business, Hamlin said, with the 
increase in reported West Nile virus 
cases, especially in Texas. He said PRO 
Pest Control offers mosquito misting 

systems that spray twice a day. 
“But if there is any standing water, 

that’s one thing to eliminate,” Hamlin 
said. “Puddles, bird feeders—that’s where 
[mosquitos] are breeding.”

With 30 years behind them, the Ham-
lins are continually expanding their ser-
vices, such as now offering eco-friendly 
pest control services. Their relation-
ships with their customers remain their 

primary focus.
“We’re big enough to handle any 

problem, but we’re small enough to care,” 
Hamlin said. “And we do care.”

PRO Pest Control & 
Termite Services 
26515 I-45 N. Ste. B
Spring • 281-363-0794

Pinecroft Dr.

Six Pines Dr.

45

WOODFOREST DEVELOPMENT SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Introducing The Jeff Paul Custom Home Sales Team
At Woodforest Development

Stop By The Jeff Paul Custom Sales Of� ce At The Woodforest Welcome Lodge

for a Chance to Win a Round of Golf at The Woodforest Golf Club!

Mandy Amber Diane Carol Brian

Enter to Win at the Jeff Paul Custom Homes Woodforest Sales Of� ce
101 Elk Trace Parkway, Montgomery, Texas 77316 | 281-863-9199 | customsales@thekinkteam.com

Entry deadline is October 31, 2012 and must be completed in person. Winner will be noti� ed before November 5, 2012.



20 | FEATURES | Community Impact Newspaper • The Woodlands Edition

BUSiNESS

By Andrea Bolt

Breathe Pilates Studio
Ideal location, certified instructors combine for first-rate Pilates experience

W hen Pilates instructor Kelly Milton moved 
to The Woodlands from Atlanta five years 
ago and her husband suggested she open 

a Pilates studio, she immediately recognized the 
opportunity the community presented.

“I felt there just wasn’t a legitimate studio offering 
services in The Woodlands,” Milton said.

Milton found a suitable studio space in the 
Grogan’s Park Shopping Center off Sawdust Road 
and hired nine Body Arts Science International-
certified (or BASI) instructors to bring traditional 
Pilates practice to the fitness-minded residents 
of The Woodlands. After five years at its original 
location, Milton relocated her studio in November 
just around the corner, to a bigger space in the same 
center with a loft, wood floors and a sunlit space to 
build her business even more.

“There’s never been any issues or obstacles,” Mil-
ton said. “We’ve been lucky, and we know it.”

Milton said she quickly became enamored with 
the Grogan’s Mill area and the seclusion of her stu-
dio within the Grogan’s Park shopping center. 

“We’ve been very blessed,” Milton said. “In an 
area where there were no real Pilates studios and 
with the support of Lululemon, we’ve consistently 
grown.”

Milton has engaged in a partnership with athletic 
fitness gear and clothing line Lululemon Athletica 

since opening her studio. She teaches weekly Pilates 
mat classes at the store’s Market Street location. 

Besides offering an array of private and group 
machine-assisted workout classes, Milton also pro-
vides mat instruction and classes. Milton estimated 
between her group classes and private clients, she 
probably sees 100 clients per month, an amount 
she said allows her to provide a more personalized 
Pilates experience. 

“Everyone is trained on every piece of equipment 
and we keep classes small so we have the ability to 
really focus on people,” she said. “There’s just so 
many different body types out there.”

Milton said Pilates provides the ability to work 
one’s entire body and to create and strengthen lean 
muscles. 

“It’s different from yoga in that we really work on 
lengthening the muscles, and you can do it every 
day since there’s no tearing and breaking down of 
the muscle,” Milton said. “It also builds more lean 
muscle, and you often get more toned. We get lots of 
[injury] rehab clients.”

Milton often conducts workouts with her trainers 
and enjoys keeping up with them on the most up-to-
date Pilates techniques and practices, as well as on a 
personal level. 

“It doesn’t feel like I’m coming to work,” Milton 
said. “It just feels like I’m with my family.”

Kelly Milton opened Breathe Pilates Studio five years ago.

Breathe offers a full line of equipment.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

A
nd

re
a 

B
o

lt

•	Private lessons are offered by  
individual sessions ($70), or in  
packages for six sessions ($390)  
or 12 sessions ($720)

•	Small class semi-private sessions 
are offered at $50 per individual  
session, $270 for six sessions or 
$480 for 12.

•	Group classes that use Breathe’s 
equipment are $35 for individual 
classes, $180 for six classes and 
$220 for 12. 

Breathe Services

Breathe Pilates Studio 
25236 Grogan’s Park Drive
The Woodlands • 281-298-5277
www.breathepilatesstudio.net Sawdust Rd.

Grogan’s Mill Rd. 45Grogan’s
Park Dr.



impactnews.com • September 2012 | FEATURES | 21

Aldo’s Cocina Italiana
18450 I-45 S.
Shenandoah • 936-447-9623
www.chefaldo.com
Hours of Operation
Monday–Saturday: 5 p.m.–11 p.m.
Sunday: 11 a.m.–3 p.m.

DiNiNG

Aldo’s Cucina Italiana
Renowned chef brings Old World Italian to The Woodlands 

T here is an old painting above the fire 
place in the dining room at Aldo’s 
Cucina Italiana. The painting is likely 

called “Old Man With Grapes,” because 
it depicts an old man smelling a bunch of 
grapes, no doubt destined for a fantastic 
wine vintage. It is a painting Chef Aldo 
El Sharif has brought with him to each 
restaurant he has opened.

The painting, and more particularly 
its frame, are not there for their aesthetic 
value, but rather to remind El Sharif of the 
core values on which he focuses his con-
cept: good food, good service, good place 
and good price. He relates each concept to 
a piece of the picture’s frame.

“If the picture is missing one frame or 
two frames, how is that picture going to 
look?” El Sharif said. “You’ve got to frame 
your concept.”

He has long been one of the Houston 
area’s top chefs, but health problems, a 
troublesome home life and a desire to keep 
trying new things have kept El Sharif from 
staying in one place for very long. 

Born in Egypt to an Italian mother and 
an Egyptian father, El Sharif traveled the 
world learning about cultures and their 
cuisines before cooking in the world’s  
dining Meccas: Milan, Monte Carlo, 
Athens, Paris, Lyon, Marseilles, Cairo and 
New York.

“Any country—Egypt, Romania, 
England, name the empire—they created 
cuisine for the empire itself,” he said. “So 
food becomes a part of civilization. It’s not 
about eating to live. It’s about quality of 
life. You’ve got your food, you’ve got your 
company, you’ve got your wine. What else 
do you need? That’s quality of life.”

In 1982, El Sharif found himself in 
Houston, where he opened the eight-table, 
$1,000-per-person Aldo’s Dining Con 
Amore. Later, with much scaled-back 
prices and larger dining rooms, he oper-
ated Puttarazzi in Champions and later 

Polliciana. For years, he resisted making 
a foray into The Woodlands market, but 
when the building that Aldo’s Cucina Itali-
ana currently occupies became available 
at a good price, El Sharif could no longer 
resist the temptation.

Now open for more than a year, the 
restaurant has become known for its 
spectacular Old World-style Italian food 
offered at an affordable cost. All of Aldo’s 
pasta dishes are under $20, and all of the 
seafood selections are under $30.

“Deliver a dollar for a dollar,” El Sharif 
said. “Don’t stiff the clientele. I want people 
to say ‘wow.’ When they eat, ‘Wow.’ When 
they pay the bill, ‘Wow.’”

With his Woodlands restaurant, El 
Sharif has taken a different approach to his 
concept. Rather than cooking to appease 
critics or gain notariety, he is cooking food 
that pleases him first and foremost.

“I’m not looking to be a big shot, I’m 
looking to cook,” he said. “My bottom line 
is, put the frying pan in my hand and let 
me cook.”

El Sharif focuses on cooking with the 
highest quality and freshest possible 
ingredients, even going so far as to ensure 
special fishes from as far away as the Eng-
lish Channel and Hawaii are brought to his 
restaurant fresh, never frozen.

“I believe if you want to cook, you better 
put the quality ingredients together,” he 
said. “Good ingredients make your job a 
lot easier.”

El Sharif calls Aldo’s Cucina Italiana his 
“last hurrah,” a sort of cooking farewell 
in part for his wife, and for his business 
partner, Sam.

Having worked more than 40 years 
in kitchens the world over, the affable El 
Sharif hopes to cook until his final day.

“My happiest day will be if I drop dead 
in the kitchen with my chef clothes dirty,” 
he said. “I wish I could see myself when I 
die with a big smile on my face.” 

By Brian Walzel

Among Aldo’s specialties are seafood selections, 
such as this shrimp and broccoli dish. 

Aldo El Sharif, center, is the executive chef at Aldo’s Cucina Italiana.

Aldo’s Under $20 Pasta
Aldo’s Cucina italiana has a sizeable 
menu that features seafood, chicken 
and beef selections, but some of the 
most popular menu options are its least 
expensive.

• Gnocchi di Patata with gorgonzola 
cream sauce ($15)

• Tortelloni with goat cheese, sage and 
butter ($15)

• Wide fazzoletti fresh pasta with braised 
wild boar ($15)

• Mezzaluna half moon pasta with shrimp, 
roasted peppers and citrus cream 
sauce ($17)

• Raviolo with roasted chicken, spinach 
and pine nuts ($15)

• Lasagna al forno ($15)

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

E
d

g
ar

 R
o

d
ri

g
ue

z

 Take an ordinary journey to an extraordinary place!

Thursday, September 20, 10am
Attracting Bluebirds to Your Garden – Presented by Linda Crum

Learn the habitat and nesting habits and how to protect bluebirds. Receive a FREE 
nest box with a Texas Bluebird Society Membership.

Saturday, September 22, 10am
How Does Your Garden Grow...Or Not! – *MGCEU-Presented by Linda Gay

A common sense approach to healthy soil and plants. Learn how to recognize 
and revitalize problem areas with the proper organic amendments.

Thursday, September 27, 10am
Preserving The Harvest – Presented by: Chef Molly Fowler

Easy, fun and with fl air, learn creative ways to enjoy your harvest all season long! 
Canning, freezing, infusions and more will be discussed.

Saturday, September 29, 10am
Fall Vegetable Gardening – *MGCEU- Presented by: Bill Adams and Tom LeRoy

Authors of The Southern Kitchen Garden, Tom and Bill will teach, inspire and entertain 
with their vegetable gardening expertise 

Tuesday, October 2, 10am
Edibles in the Landscape – *MGCEU- Presented by: Dave Whitinger

No space, no time? Let Dave Whitinger show you how easy and beautiful it is to 
incorporate fresh vegetables into your landscape.

Thursday, October 4, 10am
A Baker’s Dozen Culinary Herbs

*MGCEU- Presented by:  Henry Flowers, MacAshan Gardens
Learn how to grow and use the most important culinary herbs. Learn which herbs the 

basic culinary herb garden should contain and which varieties will thrive in our climate.

Saturday, October 6, 10am
Fall’s Harvest – Presented by: Jeremy Kollaus & Chef Chris Crowder

Instruction in fall’s array of plants,  gardening in containers and vegetable gardens 
accompany (or) along with dishes prepared by Chef Crowder using herbal recipes.

Sunday, October 7, 11am
Let’s Bee-Friendly – *MGCEU Presented By: Angela Chandler

Learn to partner with pollinators by making your garden host to bees, 
butterfl ies and hummingbirds. 

Thursday, October 11, 10am
Attracting Bene� cials to the Garden – *MGCEU- Presented by: Skip Richter
Minimize use of pest control products by learning to identify the “good guys” 

and how to attract them to your gardens.
*MGCEU: Eligible for Master Gardener Continuing Education

S

281.351.8851 • 15635 FM 2920 • Tomball, TX 77377 
Open 7 days a week • www.arborgate.com

The Arbor Gate
More events & details available online

Vision Park Blvd. Shenandoah Park Dr.

45
Wellman Rd.



22 | FEATURES | Community Impact Newspaper • The Woodlands Edition

PEOPLE

Hans Graf
Music Director, Houston Symphony Orchestra
By Andrea Bolt 

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion has served as the summer home for the Hous-
ton Symphony Orchestra for the past 20 years. For the past 12 years, the symphony has 
performed under the direction of Austrian-born conductor Hans Graf, who is leaving his 
post at the end of this year to work internationally and will be awarded the title conductor 
laureate. 

Born in 1949, near Linz, Austria, Graf plays both the piano and violin. He attended 
the Musikhochschule in Graz, where he earned diplomas in conducting and piano and 
continued his studies  in Italy and Russia. Graf served as the music director of the Iraqi 
National Symphony Orchestra in Baghdad for the 1975-76 season and shortly after he 
began coaching at the Vienna State Opera. 

Graf has held distinguished music directing posts in Calgary, Salzburg and Bordeaux. 
He is the winner of the Karl Bohm Competition and was honored with the title of Cheva-
lier of the National Order of the Legion of Honor by the French government for cham-
pioning French music throughout the world, and also by the Republic of Austria, which 
bestowed upon him the Grand Decoration of Honour in Gold for Services to the country. 

After making his Carnegie Hall debut with the Houston Symphony in 2006, Graf 
returned, leading the Orchestra of St. Luke’s in 2007. Graf and the Houston Symphony 
were invited to reappear in 2010 to present the New York premiere of The Planets–An HD 
Odyssey, accompanied by high definition photos and images from NASA’s exploration of 
the solar system, set to the music of Gustav Holst’s “The Planets.” The Houston Symphony 
and Graf returned to Carnegie Hall yet again in May 2012 to participate in Carnegie’s 
Spring for Music Festival.

What advantages has the Woodlands 
Pavilion provided for the symphony?

It’s a fantastic venue outside Houston, 
which we need to reach people out of the 
city boundaries. The only thing is that it’s 
sometimes a little bit hot playing there. 
It’s well built, it functions well. Sometimes 
I would wish two or three more people 
would show up, or 2,000 more, but it’s a 
good venue. If you play the right things, it 
makes for nice concerts, and I think people 
can be very satisfied with what they’re 
getting. I like the screens, and I think 
we made some adjustments in program-
ming, which have probably yielded better 
responses over time. But the orchestra 
should keep working there.

What do you feel has helped make the 
partnership between the symphony and 
the Pavilion  successful?

I think it helps if both partners are talk-
ing together and find out what is the best 

time of year and what are the best pro-
grams to bring. As the music director, I’m 
concerned that we really have to fine-tune 
certain programs that can be presented 
there and how and when. I think there’s 
been good development over the last 
couple of years. 

What has been your most memorable 
performance at the Pavilion?

There were a couple of nice perfor-
mances. One stands out for the wrong 
reason, because it was pouring. It was 
raining and storming when we were driv-
ing out, we first thought we wouldn’t make 
it there. Then, we made it there, and I bet 
that it’s not possible to play today and, sure 
enough, it was possible and we played a 
very nice concert. There were a couple of 
beautiful Brahms programs and couple of 
beautiful Beethoven programs years ago 
with the third symphony and the triple 
concerto with Linderholm.

What are your plans upon the end of your 
tenure in December?

I will continue conducting worldwide 
—conductors do not retire. I’m going to 
continue with my job with other orchestras 
as I did before. I’ve got another 20 years 
probably. But yes, I will miss this orches-
tra; it’s been a part of my life for 12 years, 
which is incredible, and it’s been the most 
important part of my life. The world has 
many orchestras. The only thing that will 
change is I’m flying less often and flying 
to Houston back and forth for 12 years is 
a monthly routine that we got very used 
to. What I miss, of course, will be being 
director of the orchestra and working with 
so many friends that are in the orchestra, 
but that’s the course of our life and this 
is necessary. An orchestra like the Hous-
ton Symphony, which is a big and very 
high-ranking orchestra, has an enormous 
amount of impact and inspiration from 
very good conductors. 

What has been the best part of the job?
You get to be conductor not by chance 

or mistake. It’s a fantastic privilege to be 
a musician and to be a conductor and to 
do this job, which others are dreaming 
of. Houston is a fantastic orchestra which 
keeps you working hard all the time. 
There’s a great spirit, and you have a great 
organization and a great audience and just 
to refresh their joy of music, their interest 
in music. This has a little bit of a finality to 
it, but that’s what this is. 

Is this the end of an era?
I will be conducting as much as I did 

before, but with other orchestras and other 
cities on other continents and America. 
Some connections I have had for many 
years and decades will continue  and the 
connection to Houston will also continue 
in a way, since they decided to name me 
conductor laureate. But we will see how 
this goes on. Life is not ending.
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Golf is just better here.
5  C O U R S E S ,  1  M E M B E R S H I P

Join now for  
$600 entry fee!

Call 877-695-4347 for more information.

www.canongatetexas.com

Offer expires 9/30/12. Restrictions may apply.
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Education for Tomorrow Alliance
Internship programs align students with career paths

B y partnering with some 
of the largest companies 
in the Houston area, as 

well as the nation, the Educa-
tion for Tomorrow Alliance 
has been helping local students 
become more career-driven and 
education-oriented for the past 
23 years.

EfTA President Monica Bom-
kampt Enia said the organiza-
tion’s goal is to connect, mentor 
and engage students in a career 
field early in their lives that they 
will hopefully return to later in 
life.

“It’s all about making sure 
education is the No. 1 priority 
and helping students understand 
that they will go much further in 
life with a good education and in 
a field where they feel fulfilled,” 
Enia said. 

Known locally for its years-
long sponsorship and improve-
ment of SCI://TECH, Conroe 
ISD’s science fair and now one of 
the largest science and technology 

NONPROFiT

By Andrea Bolt

Education for Tomorrow Alliance helps high school students find internships.
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Education For Tomorrow Alliance 
3200 College Park Drive, Ste. E205
The Woodlands • 936-273-7087
www.efta-us.org

fairs in the nation, EfTA has 
many programs that aim to con-
nect local students with science 
and technology industry-related 
companies. 

EfTA’s popular Student Intern-
ship Program is designed to 
provide high school students real 
world experience in an expressed 
field or area of interest. During 
the summer before their senior 
year, students work 80-hour 
internships, some of which are 
paid, alongside professionals at 
local businesses to get a feel for 
the career and to better under-
stand its working environment. 

Toluwani Soares, Conroe ISD 
Academy of Science and Tech-
nology senior and SCI://TECH 
enthusiast, used EfTA’s intern-
ship program to work at the 
Huntsman Company over the 
summer. She said the experience 
only confirmed a future for her in 
the science industry. 

“Interning at Huntsman has 
certainly given me a taste for 

what it is like to work in a lab, 
conducting and designing your 
own experiments from 8 to 5, and 
I have come to love it,” Soares 
said. “The company actually 
offered me a summer job, which 
I am excited to return to next 
summer.” 

Soares said she was pleased 
to be given her first choice of 
internship in her chosen industry, 
as well as in her specific interest 
area of surfactant research and 
experimentation. She said she 
was selected among a large pool 
of qualified students.

EfTA students also interned at 
companies such as PBK Archi-
tects, United Way, St. Luke’s The 
Woodlands Hospital, Memorial 
Hermann The Woodlands Hospi-
tal, the Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion and Entergy. 

“So many of these kids are 
smart and just hungry for infor-
mation,” Enia said. “The level 
of work entrusted to them, too, 
is amazing. They have a huge 

responsibility; it’s big work.”
Enia said she is excited for fall 

to begin so that EfTA’s improved 
Future Focus program can get 
underway. 

Designed to inform students 
how important decisions they 
make now will affect them in the 
future, the program involves vari-
ous community volunteers speak-
ing to 130 Conroe ISD eighth 
grade classrooms throughout the 
fall months. 

“It’s all about decision making, 
how valuable and important it is 

and how something small or big 
can really impact you 10 years 
from now,” Enia said. 

To Enia and the organization’s 
only other paid employee, Pro-
gram Director Elaine Christian, 
volunteers can make or break a 
nonprofit like EfTA. 

“It’s all about volunteers for us,” 
Enia said, “We’re always trying 
to get more community volun-
teers involved. The moments and 
experiences they share with our 
students really help shape their 
paths.”

Weekends 
in October, 

10 am to dusk
$3 per person 

(2 & up)

23803 Decker Prairie-Rosehill Road | Magnolia, Texas 77355 
281-259-8114  |  www.springcreekgrowers.com

Fall 

Fun Days
Celebrating our 20th Anniversary!

See our website for details
 & pricing

Pumpkin Patch, Farm Animals, Hayrides, Fishing & more!F A i l H id F

25511 Budde Road | The Woodlands, 77380  | 281.292.6100 | www.brownstoneoffi cecondos.com 

Build Equity;
Why PAY Rent?{ {Providing today’s smart business owners with quality offi ce ownership. 

Don’t throw away money each month on rent. Call us and own today! 

NEW!
2,300 sq. ft. 

plan

College Park Dr.  Needham Rd.
45
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C onroe ISD’s Woodforest Bank 
Stadium is a distinctive amenity the 
likes of which few school districts 

in the state can offer to sports fans. The 
multipurpose stadium is as technologically 
advanced as any in the state and essentially 
professional grade, said stadium designer 
Ian Powell of PBK Architects.

He said many factors make the stadium 
distinct, including lighting, the look of the 
field and facilities and the name. 

For example, Powell said, depending 
on the natural light available or the event 
at the stadium, the stadium lights can be 
heightened or lowered, according to neces-
sity. Once the lighting is ideal, the field 
becomes more visible. But Powell said it is 
what is under the turf that is so impressive.

“It’s a very particular sloping system, 
set at a very specific angle,” Powell said. 
“It allows the stadium to be playable very 
rapidly after a long or heavy rain.”

CISD Athletic Director Danny Long said 
the stadium was modeled after Conroe 
High School’s Buddy Moorhead Stadium, 
the original home field for sports teams 
from The Woodlands and Oak Ridge High 
Schools. Like Moorhead, the $49 million 
Woodforest Bank Stadium can seat 10,000 
people. Events such as band competitions, 
speed camps, ROTC events, soccer games, 
state lacrosse meets and of course football 
games, are held year-round at the stadium. 

Athletic teams at The Woodlands High 
School, The Woodlands College Park High 
School and Oak Ridge High School all 
compete at Woodforest Bank Stadium. 

“It is a tremendous venue,” Long said. 
“We can fit 10,000 people in the stadium, 
and it is a beautiful facility. The stadium is 
extremely cost efficient considering three 
schools use it as their home field.”

Michael Knight, a 10-year season ticket 

Woodforest Bank Stadium hosts The Woodlands, College Park and Oak Ridge High School games.

holder for The Woodlands Highlander 
football team, said he is a huge fan of the 
stadium. He recalled being in awe of the 
stadium upon seeing it for the first time. 

“I remember going to the first game and 
getting down on my knees and kissing the 
ground when I walked into the stadium,” 
Knight said. “It was a great experience.” 

As far as CISD selling the stadium’s 
naming rights to Woodforest Bank, Knight 
does not see it as a problem.

“I have no issue with it. I think we did 
well to get some money out of it, and I 
think the district did a smart thing too 
with that money; not only is it going back 
into the district, but they took that money 
and used the opportunity to do some 
upgrades to Moorhead Stadium,” Knight 
said. 

He said the venue has been a benefit to 
the community.

“If you see the lights up on there, go buy 
a ticket,” he said. “It’s fabulous entertain-
ment. It’s just furthered our community.”

Woodforest Bank 
Stadium
19115 David Memorial Dr.  
Shenandoah 
936-709-7259

By Andrea Bolt

Woodforest Bank Stadium
Distinctive facility is more than an average gridiron
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Woodforest Bank Stadium Facts

• First game: Aug. 28, 2008; Oak Ridge vs. 
Caney Creek

• Cost: $49 million
• Largest crowd: 10,000-plus, The Woodlands 

vs. The Woodlands College Park, 2010
• Number of events annually: More than 175
• Farthest a team has traveled to play at 

Woodforest: 500+ miles (Monterrey Tech, 
Monterrey, Mexico)

Source: Conroe iSD

Wright Abshire, Attorneys has 
dedicated its practice to helping 
families obtain long-term care 
Medicaid for their loved ones 

without losing their life savings. 
Additionally, the firm coordinates
VA/Medicaid benefits, administers

guardianships, prepares wills, trusts 
and advance directives, probates 

wills and administers estates.

ELDER LAW  | ESTATES | TRUSTS 
Medicaid and VAPlanning | Estate Planning

Advance Directives |Guardianships and Probate

www.w r ig htabshire .com

Wesley E. Wright and Molly Dear Abshire are Certified as Elder Law Attorneys by the National 
Elder Law Foundation and Accredited Attorneys by the Veterans Administration. Mr. Wright is 
Board Certified in Estate Planning and Probate Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.

FAYETTE COUNTY OFFICE
1055 Deer Haven Rd.
Carmine, Texas 78932
Phone 979-278-4095

By Appointment Only –
Saturday Appointments Available

HOUSTON OFFICE
4949 Bissonnet

Bellaire, Texas 77401
Phone 713-660-9595

Principal Office

THE WOODLANDS OFFICE
3705 College Park Dr.

The Woodlands, Texas 77384
Phone 936-273-2773

By Appointment Only

Ed English Dr.
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join the circle. If you’re 50 or better, want 

to meet new people, learn more about your health, 

travel and just have fun, then Senior Circle is for you. 

Available through Tomball Regional Medical Center, 

dues are just $15 a year. Call 281-401-7739 or visit 

TomballRegionalMedicalCenter.com to apply today. 

Member Discounts
• Prescription Drugs

• EyeMed Vision Care

• Beltone™ Hearing

•  In-hospital Complimentary  
Meal for Caregivers

Healthy Perks
• Lunch and Learn

• Meet New Friends

• Exercise Programs

• Group Activities

• Group Travel

Are you ready  
for an adventure?
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A great way to begin your day is with a breakfast that will give
you energy for the day. Try starting out a Gourmet Bakery and 

Cafe at 9950 Woodlands Parkway in the Village of Sterling Ridge where 
owner Yasmina and Ifel Costa have created an authentic French bakery that will 
transport you through time and place. If you would like to feel more at home, 
a more traditional breakfast is served on weekends at Dosey Doe’s
rustic 150-year-old wooden barn at 25911 I-45 N.

After your satisfying breakfast, kick your energy level into high gear 
with your daily workout while enjoying the spectacular scenery throughout 
The Woodlands. A jog through the Village of Panther Creek, East Shore and 
Town Center provides views of Lake Woodlands, the Waterway, impressive 
modern and contemporary architecture and some of The Woodlands most 
peaceful forested trails. 

One of The Woodlands most abundant amenities is its multitude of 
family-oriented activities. Pack up the kids and let them bounce and 

jump to their heart’s delight at Wonderwild Indoor Playground in the 
Grogan’s Mill Village Center. A more calming activity can be found at 

Potteryland Studios at 25166 Grogan’s Park Drive where kids 
can paint their own pottery. And if you haven’t had enough golf, for a 

totally unique experience, check out           Shankz Blacklight Miniature 
Golf at 3091 College Park Drive. 

Those looking for an exercise less grueling can take a kayaking trip
along the Waterway via the Riva Row Boat House at 2101 Riva 

Row. A one-hour kayaking trip will take you west along the Waterway to the 
eastern edge of Lake Woodlands and back. And of course a round on one of the 
many highly-acclaimed golf courses throughout the community, such as 

The Tournament Course, The Oaks or Panther Trails, is a
way to take in one of the most popular Woodlands attractions.

Following your morning workout, a swim, a row, or a round, take your
 midday break at one of The Woodlands’ many cafes or sandwich 

shops, such as Brooklyn Bagel Cafe, which operates two locations, one 
in the College Park Plaza along Hwy. 242 and in in the Panther Creek Village 
Center. Grimaldi’s Pizzeria   at 20 Waterway provides excellent 
people-watching opportunities  during busy weekend events in 
Town Center. Families can also pack up a picnic basket and visit one of The 
Woodlands’ 120 parks, including the spacious Town Green Park along the 
Waterway.

Deciding on a good place for dinner in The Woodlands is a daunt-
ing task. With hundreds of restaurants offering a vast array of cuisines, 

the selections are almost limitless. For both a culinary and culturally distinctive 
experience, visit The Olive Oil at 373 Sawdust Road, where diners can feast 

10

on large portions of authentic Greek and Mediterranean food while being 
entertained by belly dancers, plate breakers and European music. A more 
low-key experience, but equally as cultural, can be found at Schilleci’s
in Market Street where the French Quarter-inspired décor and outstanding 
cajun dishes offer a change of pace from many of the Town Center restaurants.

As the sun sets and the day comes to a close, kick back and relax with
a cocktail, beer or glass of wine. Two of the best outdoor patios 

that provide outstanding views can be found at The Goose’s Acre, 21 
Waterway Ave., and  Landry’s Seafood, 1212 Lake Robbin’s Drive. 
The Goose’s Acre is  situated along a heavily-traveled portion of the 
Waterway and Landry’s offers a stunning view of Lake Robbins in the evening.

 And when the evening sun goes down, you’ll fi nd the late night 
 crowd hanging around Waterway Avenue, where after-hours spots
 such as Bar Louie, Baker Street Pub and Grill, and 

the Exchange stay open late and cater to big crowds. This is where the 
hottest dance clubs in the North Houston area can be found, particularly at 
America’s at 25 Waterway and Crush Wine Bar at 20 Waterway, where 
the rooftop club offers a bird’s-eye view of the Waterway and Town Center.
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Research Forest
Early vision focused on scientific, medical  
research community

“If I have seen farther, it is by standing 
on the shoulders of giants.”

The quote, by famed physicist Sir Isaac 
Newton, is the impetus behind one of 
the more well-known sculptures in The 
Woodlands, “On the Shoulders of Giants,” 
at the corner of Research Forest Drive and 
Grogan’s Mill Road. It reflects the ideal 
that Woodlands founder George Mitchell 
and his team of developers originally envi-
sioned for the Research Forest more than 
30 years ago.

Today, Research Forest scarcely resem-
bles that original vision. The development 
along Research Forest Drive, like elsewhere 
in The Woodlands, has been successful, 
with restaurants, housing, retail and office 
development growing at a steady pace. 
However, the goal for Mitchell and his 
team, which included Roger Galatas, was 
something much different.

Mitchell and the early Woodlands devel-
opers had a strong desire to create a section 
of the community dedicated exclusively to 
commercial, medical, private and scientific 
research.

hiSTORY

By Brian Walzel

This building at 8701 New Trails was one of the first built in Research Forest.
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“George saw The Woodlands as being an 
asset to the Houston region, and Research 
Forest would be an element to add value 
not only to The Woodlands, but the Hous-
ton region and particularly the Medical 
Center,” Galatas said.

To get a sense of what factors led to 
a successful research-focused corridor, 
Mitchell, Galatas and others visited some 
of the more well known institutions in the 
country, including Silicon Valley in Cali-
fornia, Route 128 in the Boston area and 
the Research Triangle in North Carolina.

However, the problem that Mitchell and 
The Woodlands faced was those corridors 
had strong relationships with nearby uni-
versities with strong research credentials. 
The closest universities to The Woodlands 
were Rice University and the University of 
Houston, 40 miles to the south.

“While [the universities] were not here, 
George saw an opportunity to build a 
relationship with the scientific elements of 
those universities and combine that with 
medical elements of the Medical Center,” 
Galatas said.

Mitchell pooled his personal money 
and corporate monies to establish Hous-
ton Advanced Research Center, a collec-
tion of researchers from 12 universities 
that performed a wide range of research. 
Galatas said that among the work per-
formed at HARC was medical research 
for the Medical Center, commercial 
research for private companies and even 
research for the Department of Defense.

Developers also worked to entice start-
up research companies to open in The 
Woodlands by offering them new office 
space with quality amenities, attractive 
scenery and cheap office space. Among 
the early businesses in Research For-
est were the biotech company Life Cell, 

Baylor College of Medicine and pharma-
ceutical company Zonagen.

According to Galatas’ book, The 
Woodlands, HARC was hired to develop 
large magnets for the Superconduct-
ing Supercollidor. But as that program 
was shut down by Congress in 1993, 
funding was cut for the Department of 
Defense. Biotech and research companies 
either failed or were bought out, and the 
research-centric business in Research 
Forest began to disappear.

HARC still occupies a single building, 
but its role and influence have dimin-
ished. It’s a project Mitchell still funds 
today and hopes to see continue in the 
future, Galatas said.

 Like us on Facebook.com/MercuryHouston  Follow us on Twitter.com/MercuryHouston

  Watch us on Youtube.com/MercuryBaroque  MercuryHouston.tumblr.com

Call us! (713)533-0080 Visit www.mercurybaroque.org or www.mercuryhouston.org

Mercury is in your Neighborhood
Concerts in The Woodlands 2012-2013

Vivaldi’s Harmonic Inspirations “L’Estro Armonico”
Sunday, October 14th at 2:00 pm @ The John Cooper School

Schubert’s “Death and the Maiden”
Sunday, January 13th at 2:00 pm @ The John Cooper School

Mozart’s “A Little Night Music”
Saturday, April 20th at 8:00 pm @ The John Cooper School
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A great way to begin your day is with a breakfast that will give
you energy for the day. Try starting out a Gourmet Bakery and 

Cafe at 9950 Woodlands Parkway in the Village of Sterling Ridge where 
owner Yasmina and Ifel Costa have created an authentic French bakery that will 
transport you through time and place. If you would like to feel more at home, 
a more traditional breakfast is served on weekends at Dosey Doe’s
rustic 150-year-old wooden barn at 25911 I-45 N.

After your satisfying breakfast, kick your energy level into high gear 
with your daily workout while enjoying the spectacular scenery throughout 
The Woodlands. A jog through the Village of Panther Creek, East Shore and 
Town Center provides views of Lake Woodlands, the Waterway, impressive 
modern and contemporary architecture and some of The Woodlands most 
peaceful forested trails. 

One of The Woodlands most abundant amenities is its multitude of 
family-oriented activities. Pack up the kids and let them bounce and 

jump to their heart’s delight at Wonderwild Indoor Playground in the 
Grogan’s Mill Village Center. A more calming activity can be found at 

Potteryland Studios at 25166 Grogan’s Park Drive where kids 
can paint their own pottery. And if you haven’t had enough golf, for a 

totally unique experience, check out           Shankz Blacklight Miniature 
Golf at 3091 College Park Drive. 

Those looking for an exercise less grueling can take a kayaking trip
along the Waterway via the Riva Row Boat House at 2101 Riva 

Row. A one-hour kayaking trip will take you west along the Waterway to the 
eastern edge of Lake Woodlands and back. And of course a round on one of the 
many highly-acclaimed golf courses throughout the community, such as 

The Tournament Course, The Oaks or Panther Trails, is a
way to take in one of the most popular Woodlands attractions.

Following your morning workout, a swim, a row, or a round, take your
 midday break at one of The Woodlands’ many cafes or sandwich 

shops, such as Brooklyn Bagel Cafe, which operates two locations, one 
in the College Park Plaza along Hwy. 242 and in in the Panther Creek Village 
Center. Grimaldi’s Pizzeria   at 20 Waterway provides excellent 
people-watching opportunities  during busy weekend events in 
Town Center. Families can also pack up a picnic basket and visit one of The 
Woodlands’ 120 parks, including the spacious Town Green Park along the 
Waterway.

Deciding on a good place for dinner in The Woodlands is a daunt-
ing task. With hundreds of restaurants offering a vast array of cuisines, 

the selections are almost limitless. For both a culinary and culturally distinctive 
experience, visit The Olive Oil at 373 Sawdust Road, where diners can feast 

10

on large portions of authentic Greek and Mediterranean food while being 
entertained by belly dancers, plate breakers and European music. A more 
low-key experience, but equally as cultural, can be found at Schilleci’s
in Market Street where the French Quarter-inspired décor and outstanding 
cajun dishes offer a change of pace from many of the Town Center restaurants.

As the sun sets and the day comes to a close, kick back and relax with
a cocktail, beer or glass of wine. Two of the best outdoor patios 

that provide outstanding views can be found at The Goose’s Acre, 21 
Waterway Ave., and  Landry’s Seafood, 1212 Lake Robbin’s Drive. 
The Goose’s Acre is  situated along a heavily-traveled portion of the 
Waterway and Landry’s offers a stunning view of Lake Robbins in the evening.

 And when the evening sun goes down, you’ll fi nd the late night 
 crowd hanging around Waterway Avenue, where after-hours spots
 such as Bar Louie, Baker Street Pub and Grill, and 

the Exchange stay open late and cater to big crowds. This is where the 
hottest dance clubs in the North Houston area can be found, particularly at 
America’s at 25 Waterway and Crush Wine Bar at 20 Waterway, where 
the rooftop club offers a bird’s-eye view of the Waterway and Town Center.
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Service Mark for The Village at the Woodlands Waterway is owned by Bridgewood Houston Property Company, Houston, TX. 20503-ROP02-0812   DS

Independent Living
Personalized Assisted Living
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care 

2323 Lake Robbins Drive, 
The Woodlands, TX 77380
Facility Number: 104849

A t The Village at the Woodlands Waterway, the good life takes on a 

new dimension. Here, everything you’d expect in a retirement community 

has been redefined—from the heightened luxury of our apartment homes 

to the exceptional lifestyle you’ll experience every day. Best of all, it’s 

offered in an elegant atmosphere designed with you in mind. 

Discover our special brand of distinctive retirement 
living today, and start living your life in style. 

Call (877) 539-6824 or visit us to learn more. 

w w w. v i l l a g e w o o d l a n d s . c o m
w w w. b r o o k d a l e l i v i n g . c o m

Distinctive style Inspired by you! PERFORM
AT YOUR BEST
Low T Therapy

$349
- Includes Of� ce Visit, Initial blood test
- 2 months of testosterone therapy
- Increase Strength and Endurance
- Increase Libido & Sexual Desire
- Enhance Mood & Well-Being
- Increase Lean Muscle Mass, Increase Energy

GUARANTEED RESULTS on your 
� rst visit or it’s FREE

• Erectile Dysfunction and         
Premature Ejaculation

WOODLANDS: 832-510-2777
1011 Medical Plaza Drive, Suite 230

HOUSTON: 713-588-1416
2630 Fountain View Drive, Suite 409

MensClinicsofAmerica.com
Improving Men’s Health And Performance

Only 
$99
Only 
$99

Please join us for the 
8th AnnuAl SignAtureS 

Author SerieS luncheon 
featuring the international best-selling novelist

KAthryn StocKett, 
critically acclaimed author of the help

and tAte tAylor, director of the movie.

FridAy, november 9, 2012
the Woodlands Waterway marriott hotel 

and convention center

don’t miss this extraordinary luncheon featuring a private reception for  
viP underwriters, visiting authors, and the keynote message, 

followed by a Q&A with Kathryn Stockett and movie director tate taylor. 

underwriting opportunities and seat/table reservations to this event are now available for purchase. 
Register online www.johncooper.org or contact the Advancement Office at 281.367.0900 x2441

A portion of the proceeds will go to a literacy organization.

Stacey and 
Steve Bourque

Kim and  
don LindLey

LoiS and  
Gerry Pate
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REGiONAL —Abridged stories from our Northwest houston and Tomball editions Full stories at impactnews.com

Housing developments reflect positive trend in market 
Tomball / Magnolia As the economy 
in the Greater Houston area continues to 
thrive and major energy companies relocate 
near Tomball and Magnolia, a number of 
new housing developments are moving 
forward. 

In Tomball, home lots at the Reserve at 
Spring Lake, located one mile from down-
town, will be available for purchase starting 
in late September. Outside of city limits off 
Telge Road, Willow Creek Ranch will have 
high end custom homes ready to move into 
by 2013. 

“Houston’s economy is one of the best in 
the nation and with the announcement of 
the ExxonMobil campus to the east, and 
the amount of jobs and executive reloca-
tion that’s going to bring to the area, and 
other positive economic news we’re hearing 
in northwest Houston from Noble Energy 
[moving to the area], it’s a good time to 
move forward,” said Peter Barnhart, devel-
opment partner with Caldwell Companies, 
owner of the Willow Creek Ranch property. 

In Magnolia, Magnolia Legacy Trust 
is moving ahead with plans for a mixed-
use commercial and residential housing 

development on an 1,100-acre site east of 
the Magnolia Ridge subdivision on FM 
1488. 

Tomball developments 
The Reserve at Spring Lake will include 

a total of 95 lots, ranging from one-acre to 
five-acres, with move-ins expected to begin 
in early 2013, said Bob Allen, developer 
of the property. Although developers have 
owned the land for more than four years, 
they have been waiting for the housing 
market to improve before starting con-
struction. 

“The market has turned where there’s a 
shortage of quality, high-end lots,” Allen 
said. “The whole area has just busted wide 
open, and there’s a pent up demand for lots 
in the area due to the fact that The Wood-
lands will be out of lots in a couple years.”

Likewise, Barnhart said Caldwell Com-
panies, which manages a number of hous-
ing developments in the Cy-Fair area, is 
starting to look more at the Tomball area 
because of the amount of available, unde-
veloped land.

“I would imagine given the growth of 

our area, and with the northern end of Cy-
Fair getting built out, we’ll end up more out 
here,” he said.

Both Allen and Barnhart cited the great 
reputation of Tomball ISD as another plus 
to developing in the area. 

“We’re still trying to see what the next 
project will be, but I definitely want to stay 
within the Tomball trade area,” Allen said. 

Magnolia developments 
In November 2011, the 50 landowners 

making up Magnolia Legacy Trust success-
fully petitioned the City of Magnolia for the 
site to be added into the city’s extraterritorial 
jurisdiction. The plan at the time was to wait 
for market conditions to improve before 
moving forward with the development. 
Full story by Emily Roberts

Top Stories

Tomball / Magnolia With revenue 
studies complete, the Harris County and 
Montgomery County toll road authori-
ties have opted to move forward with the 
Hwy. 249 project to create a six-lane toll 
road from Spring Cypress Road to FM 
1774 in Magnolia.

“We have moved beyond asking, ‘Are 
we going to do this?’ to actually plan-
ning how we are going to do this,” said 
Jack Cagle, Harris County Precinct 4 
commissioner.

Eric Hanson, media relations 
coordinator with HCTRA, said the 
project is broken up into two phases. 

Hwy. 249 extension enters design phase
Transportation

Construction should begin on phase one, 
which goes from Northpointe Boulevard to 
FM 2920, in the fall of 2013, he said. Phase 
II of the project, from FM 2920 to the bor-
der with Montgomery County, will follow. 

 The plan involves extending the highway 
through Montgomery County to FM 1774. 
Although that portion will be completed 
later on by MCTRA, Cagle said, HCTRA 
will help out with some of the financing.

HCTRA was authorized by the Har-
ris County Commissioners Court to start 
negotiating engineering service agreements 
at the commissioner’s Aug. 7 meeting.. 
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

Crescent Moon Coffee Bar & Cafe
Northwest Houston When Linda 
Gandin moved from New Orleans to 
Houston about 30 years ago, her goal was 
to open a neighborhood cafe to provide 
flavors and specialty drinks reminiscent 
of the Crescent City. 

“I fell in love with the coffee business,” 
Gandin said. “I’ve been in the business 
for years. I wanted something small and 
with less stress. Mainly, I want to sell cof-
fee and give people a place to relax. This 
business is so much fun. We want this to 
be everyone’s community coffee house.”

A year and a half after opening its 
doors,  Crescent Moon Coffee Bar and 

Dining
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Cafe has built a regular customer base by 
offering fresh ingredients and caffeinated 
concoctions. 
Full story by Kimberly Morgan

The Pesto Chicken Salad sandwich is derived from 
owner Linda Gandin’s homemade recipe.  

Construction is underway at Reserve at Spring Lake, one-mile from downtown Tomball, for a planned 95 
homes. Inset: Princeton Class Homes has been chosen as the home builder for the development. 
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Selling  � e  Woodlands
                  For  15 + Years!

Feel free to visit out website at
www.TheWoodlandsTeam.com
Search for Local Listings Online

(281)733-0052

Anne McGuirt
Broker Associate 

ABR, CLHMS, CRS, GRI, CDPE

Vanissa Micklethwait
Broker Associate 

ABR, CRS, SRES, CLHMS, CDPE

Each offi ce independently owned and operated.
6620 Woodlands Parkway | The Woodlands | TX  | 77382  | 281-367-7770
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8505 TECHNOLOGY FOREST PLACE, SUITE 803  |  THE WOODLANDS, TEXAS 77381

Please see our website for individual agent 
contact information on properties

www.SignatureLivingProperties.com

R E A L  E S TAT E  C O N S U LT I N G  AT  I T S  F I N E S T

23 Moatwood
The Woodlands • $929,000

27 Player Oak
The Woodlands • $789,000

62 N Pinto Point
Creekside • $335,000

24023 Bridge Way
Spring • $320,000

115 S. Abrams Circle
The Woodlands • $295,000

6511 Ranch Park
Sendera Ranch • $230,000

Haley Garcia-Laubenstein
Broker/Owner

haley@haleygarcia.com

Data compiled by 
Haley Garcia-Laubenstein

Signature Living Properties

Gos
lin

g 
R

d
.

Research Forest Dr.

C
oc

hr
an

s 
C

ro
ss

in
g

Lake Wood lands Dr.
Woodlands Pkwy.

K
uy

ke
nd

ah

l R
d.

REAL ESTATE

Village of Cochran’s Crossing
The Woodlands – 77381

Build-out year: 2008

Number of homes: 5,227

Square footage: 924–17,152

Home values: $88,530–$2,375,000

Amenities: Several large parks, dog park, 
village shopping center, Shadowlake Marsh

Property taxes:

Conroe iSD 1.2850000 
Montgomery County 0.4838000 
Montgomery County hospital 0.0755000 
Montgomery County MUD 60 0.2400000 
Lone Star College System 0.1101000 
The Woodlands Township 0.3280000

Total (per $100 value) _______________ 2.52240

Schools:

David Elementary School (K–4) 
5301 Shadowbend Place, The Woodlands 

Powell Elementary School (K–4) 
7332 Cochran’s Crossing Drive, The Woodlands 

Roger L. Galatas Elementary School (K–4)
9001 Cochran’s Crossing Drive, The Woodlands

Collins intermediate School (5–6)
6020 Shadowbend Place, The Woodlands

The Woodlands high School (9)
10010 Branch Crossing Drive, The Woodlands

The Woodlands high School (10–12)
6101 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands

38 Cascade Springs Place $384,500
5 Bedroom / 3 Bath / 2 half Bath 4,283 sq. ft.
Agent: Mary Goudreault, Connect Realty,
The Woodlands               281-296-3036

9 Thistlewood Place $450,000
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,613 sq. ft.
Agent: Wilona Dyson, Keller Williams Realty, 
The Woodlands                             281-364-1588

11 Autumn Crescent $949,000
4/5 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 4,651 sq. ft.
Agent: Elizabeth Espenan, Realm  
Real Estate Professionals, 281-598-5200

50 Palmer Woods Drive $1,750,000
5 Bedroom / 5.5 Bath 6,424 sq. ft.
Agent: Mike Seder, RE/MAX,  
The Woodlands           281-367-7770

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

42 38 37

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

275 1,176/10,022 $144,900/$2,550,000

On the market  (As of August 31, 2012)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (September 1, 2011–August 31, 2012)
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Market Data The Woodlands
On the market  (August 1–31)

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market 

77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

Less than $149,999 21/48 9/50 –– –– 30/75 59/75 22/55

$150,000–$199,999 9/71 14/60 6/64 9/63 18/66 11/124 25/63

$200,000–$299,999 7/52 32/57 40/49 21/43 26/82 56/69 51/93

$300,000–$399,999 4/112 18/102 20/54 15/144 9/83 24/72 41/102

$400,000–$499,999 2/128 13/42 9/78 9/213 4/154 3/73 30/173

$500,000–$599,999 3/50 8/33 11/56 2/50 –– –– 22/75

$600,000–$799,999 10/140 5/78 24/52 –– 1/89 –– 27/120

$800,000–$999,999 8/78 2/46 16/163 1/184 –– 1/487 23/134

$1 million + 22/144 9/160 44/167 1/503 2/394 –– 23/134

Month

Number of homes sold/Average Price

77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

Aug 2011 28/$243,000 63/$358,539 75/$468,175 15/$264,858 45/$170,091 58/$181,560 64/$322,684

Aug 2012 30/$240,405 73/$294,963 97/$371,598 22/$226,727 20/$159,971 66/$154,309 62/$329,372

Jul 2012 11/$243,000 55/$358,539 77/$468,175 14/$264,858 25/$170,091 56/$181,560 45/$322,684

Jun 2012 14/$448,866 57/$361,117 110/$438,341 25/$262,566 28/$172,932 54/$164,926 52/$340,821

May 2012 24/$480,000 62/$361,000 63/$425,000 19/$259,000 22/$151,000 71/$179,000 44/$291,000

Apr 2012 22/$267,544 57/$361,467 65/$469,439 18/$248,007 21/$154,107 62/$216,842 39/$328,238

Mar 2012 15/$532,000 44/$305,000 56/$425,000 24/$282,000 26/$137,000 66/$172,000 48/$370,000

Feb 2012 10/$183,090 27/$390,011 30/$442,811 8/$296,437 20/$152,116 67/$210,069 30/$290,819

Jan 2012 13/$287,800 23/$269,143 24/$629,753 12/$262,112 10/$148,278 41/$191,144 34/$246,258

Monthly home sales
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We hear you 
loud and clear.

Explore the all-new

Local coupons available every day, where you live, work and play!


