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Plan proposed by firefighters lowers retirement age to 55
By Brian Walzel

The Woodlands Fire Department is hop-
ing to buck a nationwide trend that shows 
an increasing number of firefighters work-
ing into their older ages. Although The 
Woodlands Fire Department employs a 
younger staff relative to national compari-
sons, there is concern that the structure of 
The Woodlands Townships’ employee ben-
efit program may keep firefighters on staff 
longer than recommended.

 The result of an aging fire department 
could mean an increase in work time 
injuries, more overtime being paid by the 
township and more worker’s compensa-
tion being paid to employees, said Doug 
Adams, president of The Woodlands Pro-
fessional Firefighter Association, the orga-
nization that represents the 122 members 
of The Woodlands Fire Department.

The township benefit program does not 
provide for firefighter retirement pensions, 

which Adams said results in a firefighter 
retirement age of 62. Other departments’ 
retirement programs allow firefighters to 
retire at about the age of 55. Adams has 
recommended that The Woodlands Fire 
Department enroll in the Texas Local 
Firefighters Retirement Act (TLFFRA). 
There are 41 Texas fire departments cov-
ered under TLFFRA, including the Conroe 
Fire Department and the Lake Conroe Fire 
Department. 

“We’ve got a concern about our retire-
ment age, actually being able to work until 
we are 62,” Adams said.

Age comparisons
Of the 129 members of The Woodlands 

Fire Department, 32 are 40 years old or 
older, while four are 60 or older. Adams 
said within 10 years, one-third of the 
department could be over 50 years old. 

“We’ve got some older employees that are 

By Brian Walzel and Andrea Bolt
As The Woodlands nears its 

40th anniversary in 2014, much 
of the community has undergone 
a facelift, particularly in the Vil-
lage of Grogan’s Mill, the first vil-
lage to open in 1974. With some 
of the homes, buildings, infra-
structure and amenities that give 
the community its distinctive 
appeal showing signs of wear, a 
trend toward redevelopment and 

renovation is emerging in The 
Woodlands’ oldest village.

Many of the community’s most 
iconic amenities located in Gro-
gan’s Mill, such as The Woodlands 
Athletic Center, The Woodlands 
Resort and Conference Center,  
and lodges along the Panther Trail 
Golf Course have either been 
renovated or torn down to make 
way for new and improved build-
ings. In addition, homebuyers in 
some cases are taking advantage 
of a strong market in the village to 
build new homes on sites where 
older homes have been torn 
down. 

“We are trying to maintain the 
quality of life and the property 
value in our village,” said Dana 
Denton, board member of the 
Grogan’s Mill Village Association. 
“People just like that we are in an 
older, established neighborhood, 
but have the amenities and the 
newer parks. And the trees — we 
have all the trees.”

Former WAC site
The area  receiving the most 

attention for redevelopment 
efforts is the site of the former 
Woodlands Athletic Center that 

out on an apparatus who have had recent 
surgeries,” Adams said. “Then again, we’ve 
got some young guys out as well. We’re 
afraid at some point it could affect public 
safety. When we talk about a third of our 

personnel, that’s one shift that could poten-
tially be over 50 and into their 60s riding 
fire trucks.”

 According to data compiled by the 
See Fire | 15

See Redevelopment | 16Home sites in Grogan’s Mill are among the restoration projects currently underway.
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I was the first person in 
the Pollard family to have 
graduated from college. I 
can honestly say that I do 
not think I could have done 
it without having an afford-
able community college 
that paved the way for me 

to earn an associate degree before going on 
to Sam Houston State University to get my 
bachelor’s degree. 

Two decades later, my two children also 
completed their first two years of college 
at a community college before graduating 
(along with their mother) with bachelor’s 
degrees from SHSU. 

Lone Star College System is one of 
America’s most innovative and successful 
community colleges, leading the nation 
in growth last year and establishing itself 
as one of the most innovative educational 
institutions in the nation. They now have 
six campuses in the greater Houston area. 
Their expansive University Center campus 

Connect Online

Check out the new and improved 
impactnews.com

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/wdl-facebook

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_wdl

Find local coupons online at  
impactdeals.com

Easily browse or search news articles from your 
community or across the state.

Stay informed with daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information.

Learn about upcoming events with the community  
calendar.

Make your voice heard by commenting on articles or 
participating in online polls.

On the web

Montgomery County bar owners unite for 
community safety
Alliance works to advocate responsible drinking.

Visit impactnews.com/the-woodlands to vote in this 
month’s poll question

Where are community renovation projects most 
needed?
Grogan’s Mill

Panther Creek

Cochran’s Crossing

Indian Springs

On the town

Houston Restaurant Week 
Several local restaurants are 
participating in the annual 
fundraiser for local food 
banks.

Farmer’s Markets
Read a list of the many local farmers markets 
that are held throughout the area. 

impactnews.com/houston-metro/on-the-town

on Hwy. 242 is a sight to behold and was 
showcased last month, along with the addi-
tion of a new Sam Houston State University 
campus in The Woodlands. A recent inter-
view with LSC Chancellor Richard Car-
penter is highlighted in this issue, and you 
will see how his leadership has led LSCS to 
blaze new trails in higher education.

A few weeks ago, The Woodlands 
Development Company announced a new 
upscale community adjacent to East Shore, 
complete with a boardwalk, entertainment 
complex, grocery store, restaurants, multi-
family living and single unit homes. This 
will be another showcase area to go along 
with Town Center, Market Street and the 
Waterway to ensure that The Woodlands 
includes the complete living experience. 

In the July edition of Community Impact  
Newspaper, it was incorrectly reported on Page 5 
that a Red Mango restaurant would be opening in 
the Shops at Alden Bridge Shopping Center. A Red 
Mango will not be opening at that location.

Correction  – Volume 1, Issue 11
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hour specials on drinks and food and 
offers catering services. This will be Los 
Arcos’ fourth Houston-area location.  
936-273-5466, www.losarcosmexrest.com  
 
7  CrossFit Town Center opened in late 

June at 9391 Grogan’s Mill Road, Ste. B-12. 
They offer group and private training to all 
ages and fitness levels. CrossFit is known 
for its short but intense workouts that 
change every day. 281-292-3053,  
www.crossfittowncenter.com.  

8  Dosey Doe owner Steve Said has 
opened a second live music location, 
Dosey Doe Music Cafe, at 463 FM 1488 
in Conroe. The Music Cafe will provide 
the same acoustic quality as the Big Barn, 
and will feature live local acts. Chef Dan 
McEachern has created a menu that carries 
over some of the popular items from the 
original location, while adding special 
creations. 936-271-2171,  
www.doseydoe.com

9  H. Tom Shipp and Associates, PC 
Attorneys at Law has opened its practice 
at 10200 Grogan’s Mill Road, Ste. 320. The 
firm specializes in litigation in insurance, 

Now Open

1  Lone Star Parties, LLC opened Aug. 
3. Located at 1018 Sawdust Road, Ste. No. 
15, the company provides foam parties 
for bars, clubs, and private events across 
the United States. They supply a range of 
foam services including some twists to a 
standard foam party, such as colored and 
fragranced foam. Lone Star Parties also 
offers water slides, sno cone and margarita 
machine rentals, bubble blowers, snow 
machines and fog machines.  
832-797-0057, www.lonestarparties.com 

2  Oakley opened its first location in The 
Woodlands July 2. The specialty sports 
and active wear brand carries eyewear, 
watches, bags, apparel and performance 
brand apparel, workout gear, and 
signature luxury sunglasses. The store is 
located at 1201 Lake Woodlands Dr., Ste. 
2174, The Woodlands Mall.  
281-292-2727, www.oakley.com

3  PINK by Victoria’s Secret debuted at 
The Woodlands Mall July 18, just down 
from its Victoria’s Secret parent store. 
The brand is aimed at a slightly younger 

customer and carries an array of bras, 
panties, sleepwear, sweats, yoga wear, 
shoes and beauty products.  
281-292-1084, www.vspink.com

4  Fabrics & More opened May 20 at 
27144 I-45. The full service fabric store 
carries quality mill fabrics and brands 
such as Marge Carson, Waverly, Suavelle, 
and Hamilton. The store offers upholstery, 
reupholstery, slipcover, custom furniture 
and bedding services. 281-292-8855 

5  Fischer & Aniston Boutique opened 
in The Woodlands on July 10 at 8008 
Ashlane Way, in the Village of Sterling 
Ridge. The boutique features a host of 
brand name medium and high-end 
women’s fashions such as Judith March, 
Johnny Was, Witness, Joy Joy and Basically 
Me. They carry trendy jewelry, bags and 
purses, home décor and accessories, and 
shoes. 281-713-9922.

6  Located in the Windvale Village 
Center at 9420 College Park Drive, Los 
Arcos Mexican Kitchen & Bar opened in 
late July and is serving up Mexican and 
Tex-Mex cuisine. Los Arcos has happy 
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JOIN US
ON campUS

PK4/KINDERGARTEN
OPEN HOusEs 

September 18 • OctOber 17
NOvember 7 • 6:30 pm

Meet with teachers and 
administrators to learn about 

our PK4 and K programs 
prior to the December 1 

application deadline 
for the 2013-14 academic year.

pK-12 TOUrS
Oct. 10, Nov. 14, Dec. 12

we’re
grOwINg!

 Cooper has been a leader 
in PK-12 independent 

school education in The 
Woodlands for 25 years. 

We are pleased to 
announce that we are 
breaking ground on a 

16,000 square-foot new 
classroom addition that 
will open in the Fall of 
2013 and enable us to 

increase our Lower 
School enrollment.

www.JOhNcOOper.Org
281.367.0900
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Dosey Doe Music Cafe has opened at 463 FM 1488 in Conroe and features live local music acts.

8

Compiled by Brian Walzel and Liza Winkler

Mainstream Boutique opened Aug. 1.
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Rayford Rd.

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email wdlnews@impactnews.com.

banking, real estate and estates.  
281-364-7228 
 
Coming Soon 
 
10 Modern Living Furniture is 
scheduled to open in Sam Moon Center, 
Ste. 105, Shenandoah in the beginning 
of September. The medium to high-end 
contemporary and modern furniture store 
will carry distinctive, luxury furnishings 
for the home and office, as well as 
accessories such as art and chandeliers. 
It will be the store’s third location in the 
Houston area. 832-279-9357,  
www.modernliving.com

11  SoZo Boutique Salons and Spa 
opened its new location  Aug. 23 
in The Woodlands Crossing Shopping 
Center at 10868 Kuykendahl Road,  
Ste. G, next to Trader Joe’s. The new salon 
will be a combination of commission, 
suite and chair rentals, with a variety of 
services, including hair, nail, wellness and 
emporium. 281-516-0591, 
www.sozoboutiquesalons.com.

12  Chocolate Punch will be coming to 
the College Park Plaza, at 3091 College 
Park Drive in August and serving The 
Woodlands with fine chocolates, coffee 
and a host of specialty creative services. 
Owner and professional chocolatier Tricia 
Kemp makes all of her own sweets, and 
she will also be The Woodlands’ exclusive 
seller of the rare Fortunato  
No. 4 chocolate line. 281-687-5142, 
www.chocolatepunch.com 

13 Dialyspa of The Woodlands, located 
at 27172 I-45 N. in Oak Ridge North, 
will bring superior staffing ratios and a 
commitment to patient and guest comfort 
when it opens in fall 2012. Dialyspa 
places emphasis on comfort, education 
and empowerment. Their goal is to assist 
individuals living in or visiting the The 
Woodlands area who have End Stage 
Renal Disease or kidney disease. Dialyspa 
aims to improve their clients’ health and 
renew quality of life as they transition 
to dialysis and prepare for kidney 

transplants. 281-798-5612.  
www.dialyspa.com 

14  Mainstream Boutique celebrated 
its opening on Aug. 1, in College Park 
Plaza at 3091 College Park Drive. The 
boutique caters to women of all shapes, 
sizes and ages. The store will be the 
second franchise location in Texas and 
will feature trendy, women’s clothing, 
premium denim, scarves, jewelry, purses 
and shoes. 936-231-8609

15  Scheduled for a fall opening, Soft 
Surroundings will open its first Houston-
area location at The Woodlands Mall, 
1201 Lake Woodlands Drive, Ste. 1190. 
The company offers clothing, jewelry, 
shoes, home decor, beauty and fragrance 
products and a variety of gifts for women 
of all ages. Specific products include 
tops, pants, skirts, dresses, swimwear, 
bracelets, earrings, bedding and bath 
collections, sandals, boots, cosmetics and 
skin care lines. Soft Surroundings has an 
online shop with gift cards for varying 
increments of $25 and up as well as an 
area for discounted items. The business, 
which has multiple locations across the 
nation, rates its fabrics on a softness scale 
for customers to pick and choose from. 
www.softsurroundings.com

16  A Sperry Top-sider store will open 
in The Woodlands Mall, 1201 Lake 
Woodlands Drive, in the fall. The store 
will be located on the lower level near 
the Sear’s anchor store. Sperry will sell 
casual and boat shoes, loafers, Oxfords, 
sandals and flip flops, as well as women’s 
and children’s shoes.  
www.sperrytopsider.com 
 
Relocation 

17  Cadence Environmental Energy 
Inc. relocated to its new offices at 8505 
Technology Forest Blvd. in June. The 
company has served as the primary 
hazardous waste material provider 
to Astro Concrete for the past 26 
years. Additional facility operations 
include waste-derived fuel, combustion 

technology and patent technology for 
cement companies worldwide.  
713-802-0240. 
www.cadencerecycling.com

18  Massage Heights is scheduled to 
relocate late summer from the Alden 
Bridge Village Center, 8021 Research 
Forest Drive, Ste. A to the Kroger 
Shopping Center, 8000 Research Forest 
Drive. The facility provides massage 
services with varying time intervals 
from one hour to two hours, skin 
therapy and elevations, including hot 
stones, foot scrubs, hot towel and cold 
stone face massages, active therapy and 
aromatheraphy. Special offers include 
a 90 minute massage with a free foot 
scrub. 281-292-1188,  
www.massageheights.com

PINK opened at The Woodlands Mall.
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Fall
Programs

2012

Free with admission

Take your silly picture!, Face Painting,

Magic Show, Hoola Hoop Dancing,

Slime Olimpics and Tom’s Fun Band!

www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

4775 W Panther Creek Drive #280
 The Woodlands, TX 77380

call us: 281-465-0955TWCM is a non profit 501(c)(3) organization
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August

10 Parks and Popsicles
The Woodlands Township Parks and 
Recreation Department features the Parks 
and Popsicles family-friendly summer series. 
The event includes splash pad time at the 
May Valley Park for families of all ages. 10 
a.m.–noon. $10 (per family group). 11598 May 
Valley Circle. 281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

11 Intro to Kayaking
Conroe Parks and Recreation and Southwest 
Paddle Sports offers a beginner class to teach 
strokes, maneuvers, safety and rescue on the 
water. Kayaks, paddles and safety equipment 
are included. Ages 12 and up. 9 a.m.–2 p.m. 
$75 (residents), $100 (nonresidents). Carl 
Barton Jr. Park, 2500 South Loop 336 E., 
Conroe. 281-292-5600.  
www.paddlesports.com

11–12 Montgomery County Four-
Wheel and Powersports Show
The Expo features a variety of manufacturers, 
retailers, dealers and vehicles, including off-
road motorsports, powersport automobiles, 
new cars, SUVs, custom trucks, motorcycles, 
ATVs and watercrafts. Proceeds benefit the 
Montgomery County Food Bank. 9 a.m.–7 
p.m. (Saturday), 10 a.m.–5 p.m. (Sunday). $8 
(adults). Children ages 12 and under are free. 
Lone Star Convention Center, 9055 Airport 
Road, Conroe. 281-803-2778.  
www.trinityvalleyevents.com 

13 History of Sam Houston
Denton Florian presents “Why Sam houston 
Matters” at the South Regional Library. Florian 
is the executive producer of the film, “Sam 
houston.” The presentation is a program 
of the South Montgomery County Friends 
of the Library. Florian and his team worked 
for five years filming in 31 locations in four 
states to document the life of Sam houston. 
highlights of the film will be shown during the 
presentation. Refreshments will be served.  
2 p.m. Free. South Regional Library, 2101 
Lake Robbins Drive. 936-442-7727.  
www.countylibrary.org

13–17 Glass Art Camp
The Shananagin’s Design artists at the 
Rubicon Academy teach glass fusing 
techniques and other skills. Students ages 
6–14 learn to create fused glass products 
such as jewelry, a picture frame, a glass bowl 
and seasonal plates. 9 a.m.–noon. $200 (camp 
cost), $50 (supplies). Rubicon Academy, 
14211 horseshoe Bend. 936-273-9111.  
www.rubiconacademy.com

15 Networking Breakfast
The South Montgomery County Woodlands 
Chamber of Commerce hosts a networking 
breakfast at Brio Tuscan Grille. Attendees 
have an opportunity to connect with 
professionals and advertise their businesses. 
7–9 a.m. $10 (chamber members), $15 
(prospective members). 1201 Lake Woodlands 

CALENDAR

September 1, 2

By Liza Winkler

As the hot summer months come to an end, The Woodlands will cool down and come to life 
with live music, entertainment and fireworks with the Celebrate Labor Day event at Waterway 
Square. 

The festivities take place from 6 to 9 p.m. on Sept. 1–2 with a fireworks show expected 
to begin around 8:55 p.m. both nights. Families will have the chance to interact with face 
painters, balloon artists and an array of vendors on site. Attendees are welcome to bring 
picnic items, food, coolers and lawn chairs to the outdoor area.

“This is a fairly new event, and it is the second year that we have produced it,” said Nick 
Wolda, president of The Woodlands Convention and Visitors Bureau. “[The Celebrate Labor 
Day event] was successful last year. We want to make sure it’s a quality, well-planned and 
safe event. We want people to have a good experience.”

The live music portion of the festival kicks off Sept. 1 with Mike Maker playing classic rock 
hits from 6 to 7:20 p.m., followed by Alter Ego from 7:40 to 9 p.m. offering alternative and 
classic rock tunes. 

The musical lineup continues on Sept. 2 with one final night of events that includes 
performances by KAOS from 6 to 7:20 p.m. featuring songs from over the past three decades 
and The Spicolis from 7:40 to 9 p.m. performing 80s variety music.

“We wanted to add an element of entertainment over Labor Day weekend for people to stay, 
discover and visit The Woodlands,” Wolda said. “At the same time, it’s a good opportunity for 
residents to enjoy great entertainment over a holiday weekend.” 

Limited curbside parking is available at no charge along Lake Robbins Drive, Waterway 
Avenue, Waterway Square Place and Timberloch Place. hourly rate parking is available at 
the Waterway Square Parking Garage, located between Fountain Plaza and Woodloch Court, 
the 24 Waterway Parking Garage, located at the corner of Fountain Plaza and Lake Robbins 
Drive and the parking lot along the corner of Waterway Avenue and Timberloch Place.

6–9 p.m. Free. Waterway Square, 31 Waterway Square Place. 281-363-2447,  
www.thewoodlandscvb.com
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A fireworks show will cap off festivities at The Woodlands’ Celebrate Labor Day event.

Celebrate Labor Day at Waterway Square

Drive, Ste. 303. 281-367-5777.  
www.woodlandschamber.org

15 Real Life Real Music Songwriters 
Camp Showcase
The Big Barn at Dosey Doe presents live 
music from young songwriters under the 
direction of professional artists Susan Gibson, 
Kathryn hallberg and Kyle hutton. The week 
long camp leading up to the showcase 
includes instruction on how to write, record 
and perform unique compositions for the 
public. 7 p.m. $10. Dosey Doe, 25911 i-45 N. 
281-367-3774.  
www.doseydoescoffeeshop.com 

17–18 Annual Children’s Item  
Resale Event
The Woodlands United Methodist Church 

sponsors a Little Lamb’s Closet resale of 
gently used items, including children’s 
clothing from birth to size 16, shoes, toys, 
nursery furniture, bedding, decor and 
maternity clothes. A part of the proceeds 
from Little Lamb’s Closet go to benefit local 
charities and Noah’s Nook Nursery at the 
church. 9 a.m.–7 p.m. (Friday), 7–10 a.m. 
(Saturday). Free admission, item prices vary. 
Loft Campus of The Woodlands United 
Methodist Church, 9201 Grogan’s Mill Road. 
281-297-5926. www.thewoodlandsumc.org

17 The Gorilla Hole
The Woodlands Township Recreation Center 
presents The Gorilla hole youth activity 
social program providing indoor and outdoor 
activities, music and competitions to children 
ages 10–12. Attendees may include families 
and children. 7–9:45 p.m. $7. The Woodlands 
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281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

Houston sympHony 

Latin
American
Classical 

IMPACT 2.375 x 12.25”

TickeTs can be purchased at The 
Pavilion Box Office, all Ticketmaster 

outlets, by calling 800-745-3000 or 
online at www.ticketmaster.com.

Sept. 6
8 p.m. / Gates at 7 p.m.

Join us for a Latin American-
style concert under the direction 
of maestro Hans Graf featuring 
renowned classical guitarist 
Jason Vieaux. this sizzling 
performance features suites 
no. 1 and 2 from Falla’s El 
Sombrero de tres picos, Rodrigo’s 
Concierto de Aranjuez for Guitar 
and orchestra and Revueltas’ 
sensemayá.
$15 orchestra seating, 
FREE mezzanine and lawn 
seating presented by 
The Wortham Foundation

Hans Graf, conductor
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26 Gourmet Delight Cooking Class
The Viking Cooking School at hubbell and 
hudson offers a hands-on cooking class with 
a date night meal theme. Participants cook 
an array of foods, including individual lobster 
pot pies, grilled Caesar salad, porcini-crusted 
filet mignon, jumbo crab-stuffed shrimp with 
champagne and butter sauce. The sample 
recipe is coconut layer cake with raspberry 
lime curd. 4–7 p.m. $119 (per person). hubbell 
and hudson Market and Bistro, 24 Waterway 
Avenue, Ste. 125. 281-203-5608.  
www.hubbellandhudson.com

31 Movie Night
The Woodlands Township Parks and 
Recreation Center offers the Stay Cool 
Movie Night family-friendly entertainment 
showings. The feature movie will be “Toy 
Story 3.” Attendees may bring their own lawn 
chairs and blankets. 7:30–10:30 p.m. Free, 
$1 (concessions). The Woodlands Township 
Recreation Center, 5310 Research Forest 
Drive. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

September

1 Wonder Pet Expo Houston 
Vendors, entertainment and pets ranging from 
dogs and cats to snakes and lizards are all part 
of the Expo. Participants are welcome to adopt 
a pet from the Montgomery County Animal 
Shelter on site or bring pets on a leash with 
vaccination records. Special guests include 
Tia Torres and the crew from the Animal 
Planet show Pit Bulls and Parolees. Torres 
will sign autographs, take photos and judge 
the Pet Pageant. Discounted and low-cost 
pet vaccines and micro-chipping are offered 
at the event as well as free nail trimming and 
ear cleaning. 9 a.m.–6 p.m. Free. The Legends 
Sports Complex, 602 Pruitt Road, Spring. 
210-201-3976.  
www.wonderpetexpohouston.com

6 Fashion’s Night Out
Fashion’s Night Out features special retail 
offers, giveaways and entertainment. Fashion’s 
Night Out is part of a global shopping 
experience in 18 countries with more than 
4,500 events across the nation. The event is 
a global initiative created in 2009 to celebrate 
fashion and boost the industry’s economy 
during the recession. 6–10 p.m. Free. The 
Woodlands Mall, 1201 Lake Woodlands Drive, 
Ste. 700. 281-363-3409.  
www.fashionsnightout.com

8 Fight for a Cause
The Montgomery County hispanic Chamber 
and Pound4Pound Boxing feature a Fight 
for a Cause night. The event includes local 
community and business leaders going head-
to-head in eight friendly boxing matches. The 
match winners receive $750 with the losing 
opponents earning $250 each. Match prizes 
and proceeds go to a charity selected by the 
participant. The fight also has appearances by 
celebrity judges, a ring announcer and ring girls. 
4–7 p.m. $15. Sports Culture, 17951 i-45 N. 
832-651-1616. www.mchchamber.org

Find more or submit The Woodlands events at  
www.impactnews.com/the-woodlands/calendar.

To have The Woodlands events included in the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the fourth Friday of the month.

Township Recreation Center, 5310 Research 
Forest Drive. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov
 

18 34th Annual Chairman’s Ball
The South Montgomery County Woodlands 
Chamber of Commerce celebrates Dr. Ann 
Snyder with a Broadway musical-themed 
night. The “black-tie-optional” formal event 
honors the outgoing board chairman and 
welcomes the new chair. Participants may 
partake in food, dancing and entertainment. 
Prizes such as “most creative,” “best use of 
theme,” “best newcomer” and “best non-
profit” are awarded for the best decorations 
on more than 50 tables at the ball. Only 
chamber members are permitted to decorate 
tables. Sponsorships and reservations are 
available. 6 p.m.–midnight. $100 (individual 
reservation), $1,000 (table of 10). The 
Woodlands Waterway Marriott hotel and 
Convention Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive. 
281-367-5777. www.woodlandschamber.org

21 Fly Tying Course
Outdoor instructor Jan hackett introduces 
students ages 10 and up to fly tying and 
fly fishing. All supplies are provided. No 
experience required. 6–9 p.m. $40. The 
Woodlands Township Recreation Center, 
5310 Research Forest Drive. 281-210-3900.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

20–24 Summer Day Camp
Children ages 6–12 may take part in crafts, 
swimming and field trips at the Sunny Dayz 
Passport to Fun camp series. The last camp 
theme for the summer is The Woodlands 
Township. A costume contest and party takes 
place the final day of camp. 8:30 a.m.–3:30 
p.m. $150 (weekly per child), $100 (three-
day option per child), $50 (daily drop-in). 
The Woodlands Township Recreation Center, 
5310 Research Forest Drive.  
281-210-3950. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

25 Fire Department and Law 
Enforcement Softball Game
Take the kids to watch The Woodlands 
Fire Department compete against the law 
enforcement officials in a softball game as 
part of the National Night Out event series. 
Attendees may view public safety vehicles 
on display at the event and interact with the 
fire and law enforcement personnel. Children 
ages 8 and up can be chosen in a drawing 
to be a bat boy or girl for the game and get 
a picture with the winning team. Community 
members can also meet “hap,” the newest 
K9 to join the Montgomery County Sheriff’s 
Office. Concessions will be sold. 10–11:30 
a.m. Free. McCullough Junior high School, 
Scotland Yard, 3800 S. Panther Creek Drive. 
281-210-3883. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

25–26 Fall Home and Garden Show
The 10th annual event brings together home 
decor, remodeling, kitchen and bath, energy 
efficiency, landscaping and outdoor projects 
with more than 200 local home improvement 
professionals at exhibits and presentations. 
Dr. Lori, appraiser on the Discovery Channel 
show “Auction Kings,” will give a seminar 
and appraise items for attendees. Other 
features of the show include a 400-square-
foot putting green, cooking demonstrations, 
a certified color specialist, a 4D home theater 
and a guest appearance by Randy Lemmon 
from Newsradio 740 KTRh GardenLine. 
9 a.m.–7 p.m. (Saturday), 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 
(Sunday). $9 (adults), $7 (seniors). Children 
ages 12 and under are free. The Woodlands 
Waterway Marriott hotel and Convention 
Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive.  
832-265-2001. www.woodlandsshows.com

Online Calendar

Live musicLive music
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion
2005 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300

August

11        “identity Festival 2012,” with  
     Eric Prydz, Wolfgang Gartner,  
     Nero-DJ Set and more,  2 p.m.

12       Jason Mraz, 7:30 p.m.
14       Sublime with Rome, 6:20 p.m.
15        Crosby, Stills & Nash, 7:30 p.m.
18        iron Maiden, 7:30 p.m.
24       Journey, 7 p.m.
28        Linkin Park, incubus, 6:30 p.m. 

September
1        Def Leppard and Poison, 7 p.m.
6       Latin American Classical with the  

     houston Symphony, 8 p.m.
7        Kelly Clarkson, The Fray, 7 p.m.
8        Toby Keith, 7 p.m.
14        Train, 7 p.m.
15        “Rockstar Energy Drink Uproar  

     Festival,” with Shinedown, Godsmack,  
     Staind, Papa Roach and more, Noon

21       Evening with Brahms with the houston  
     Symphony, 8 p.m.

29        Florence & The Machine, 7:30 p.m. 

October

11        Gotye, 7:30 p.m.
12        hocus Pocus Pops with the houston  

     Symphony, 7:30 p.m.
26        Jason Aldean, 7 p.m.

Dosey Doe - Big Barn
25911 I-45 N.
The Woodlands • 281-367-3774

August 

10         Asleep At The Wheel, 8:30 p.m. 
11          The Level One Band, 8:30 p.m.
16         John Mayall and Band, 8:30 p.m.
18         Kinky Friedman, 8 p.m.
19          Ray Price, 4 p.m., 7:30 p.m.
23          The Turnpike Troubadours, 8:30 p.m.
24          Crystal Gayle, 8:30 p.m.
25, 26   Ottmar Liebert & Luna Negra,  

       8:30 p.m., 7:30 p.m.
30         Radney Foster, 8:30 p.m.
31         Bellamy Brothers, 8:30 p.m.

September

1           Mel Tillis, 5 p.m., 8:30 p.m.
12          Blackberry Smoke, 8 p.m.
13         Neal McCoy, 8:30 p.m.

Dosey Doe - Music Café
463 FM 1488
Conroe • 936-271-2171

August 

10         Bob Cheevers, 8:30 p.m.
11          8 Seconds, 8:30 p.m.
18         Lost Bayou Ramblers, 8:30 p.m.
23         Phoebe hunt & Reed Turner, 8:30 p.m.
24          The Kyle hutton Band, 8:30 p.m.
25         Jason Allen & Band, 8:30 p.m.
28         Tony Baldwin, 8 p.m.
31         hold My Baby & Watch This Acoustic  

       Tour, 8:30 p.m.
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Four
Private Dining

Rooms

FOR RESERVATIONS AND 
INFORMATION CALL

2 8 1 . 3 6 2 . 0 8 0 8
WWW.AMERIGOS.COM

25250 GROGANS PARK DRIVE THE 
WOODLANDS, 77380

BOOK A PRIVATE ROOM TODAY 

SEATING UP TO 15, 25, 35, 40 OR 
75 COMFORTABLY

ALL IN BEAUTIFUL HOLIDAY DECOR

SSSSEEEEAAAATTTTIIIINNNNGGGG UUUUPPPP TTTTOOOO 11115555 22225555 33335555 44440000 OOOORRRR

ONE-OF-A-KIND 
ARTWORK, 

A WINE WALL 
SHOWCASING A 
COMPREHENSIVE 
SELECTION, AND 
FLOOR-TO-CEILING 
WINDOWS 
OVERLOOKING A 
TRANQUIL PATIO.
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3 Winslow Way 
or visit

www.3Winslow.com

$2,098,000

Call us today to schedule 
an appointment

Featured Listing
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NEWS

By Brian Walzel
The Woodlands Development Com-

pany last month announced details of its 
latest project, a 66-acre mixed-use devel-
opment to be located on the eastern por-
tion of Lake Woodlands, just north of the 
East Shore community. Hughes Landing 
will include up to eight office buildings, a 
boutique hotel, retail and entertainment 
venues, high-end specialty stores, and 
multi-family housing. 

“Panoramic lake views and a planned 
boardwalk and pier will create a cosmo-
politan, pedestrian-friendly setting where 
people will enjoy the opportunity to live, 
work, shop, dine and be entertained,” 
said Paul Layne, executive vice president 
of master-planned communities for The 
Howard Hughes Corporation.

According to The Woodlands Devel-
opment Company, construction on One 
Hughes Landing, the first office build-
ing to be located in Hughes Landing, 
will begin this fall, with completion 
planned for late 2013. The eight-story, 
195,227-square-foot One Hughes Landing 
is planned to be LEED Silver certified and 
is being designed by Gensler of Houston.

“The office tenants’ interior construction 
can start at the end of next year, and the 
building will be completed and ready to go 
in the first quarter of 2014,” Layne said.

Hughes Landing to include office, entertainment, residential amenities

He said the construction on the 
remaining office buildings, all Class A 
facilities, will be driven by demand. The 
design of the project could also allow a 
company to own a series of buildings to 
create a campus environment, Layne said.

“We believe that’s a perfect site for a 
build-to-suit for a corporation that wants 
its own building,” he said.

The Howard Hughes Corporation 
is already in talks with retailers and 

restaurants who may be interested in 
opening in Hughes Landing. 

“We are beginning to market the 
restaurants and retail now and once we 
get that probably 50 percent pre-leased, 
we would go to the board of directors to 
get approval to start construction [on the 
retail and restaurant facilities],” Layne 
said. “We are hoping we can start con-
struction maybe first or second quarter of 
next year.”

Initial plans for the development 
include as many as six restaurants which 
could be connected by a boardwalk that 
runs along the water, Layne said. 

In addition to the office and restau-
rant plans, Layne said, the layout of the 
project would make for an ideal location 
for apartments overlooking Lake Wood-
lands and town homes in a forested or 
wetlands area to provide more privacy.

Comment at impactnews.com

This is the life!

Weekend Weekend
DiscoveryDiscovery

Hughes Landing will feature up to eight Class A office buildings.

Since Lake Woodlands opened in 1985, development of parks, office buildings 
and neighborhoods around the 200-acre lake have been a consistent focus of 
community planners. Hughes Landing is the latest development to surround the 
lake. Other developments include:

•	 Southshore Park at the southern edge of the lake, which also features the  
 iconic “Rise of the Midgard Serpent.” 

•	 The Cove neighborhood located on Lake Woodland’s southwest shore, which  
 includes The Woodlands’ first lakeside homes.

•	 Northshore Park is located on the lake’s western shore and is the site of the  
 popular Dragon Boat Races and Concert in the Park series.

•	 Research Forest Lakeside is a planned 77-acre office building development on  
 the northwest shore. The development is the site of two existing AON      
 Hewitt buildings, as well as seven proposed office buildings and retail. 

•	 East Shore is The Woodlands’ Garden District neighborhood on 169 acres that        
     combines classic architectural designs and gardens.
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(281) 376-3959 | The Colonnade of The Woodlands, 30420 FM 2978, Suite 350, The Woodlands, TX

NEW

Warriors for Christ
PK4 - 12 Grade

College Preparatory

Experience Woodlands Christian!
www.twca.net   |   936.273.2555
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TRANSPORTATiON

By John Rigg
The one-mile stretch of Wood-

lands Parkway between Grogan’s 
Mill Road and East Panther 
Creek Drive faces serious traf-
fic congestion and has been 
designated for expansion by the 
Woodlands Road Utility District 
No. 1. The project was scheduled 
to go to bid in fall 2011 but was 
delayed because of changes in 
the environmental assessment 
review process.

Plans to expand the roadway 
from four lanes to six lanes 
began in early 2009. The original 
environmental assessment had 
set project limits from I-45 to 
East Panther Creek, but after the 
portion of Woodlands Park-
way from I-45 to Grogan’s Mill 
Road was widened, a new study 
needed to be completed, accord-
ing to the Texas Department of 
Transportation.

“When you change the project 
limits, technically you have to 
redo the environmental [assess-
ment] because the project 
scope has changed. Everyone 
has their own list, and that list 
grows every month,” said Robert 

The Congestion Mitigation Air 
Quality Act (CMAQ), a program 
under the U.S. Department 
of Transportation committed 
to improving congested road-
ways, is funding 80 percent of 
the estimated $3.1 million in 
construction costs, about $2.5 
million, Page said. The WRUD 

is providing the remaining 20 
percent, or about $620,000, and 
an additional 11 percent for 
engineering costs and the new 
environmental study, which 
totals approximately $1.1 mil-
lion, Page said.

Currently, Woodlands Park-
way runs over the southern 

spillway of Lake Woodlands, 
causing a portion of the project 
to be constructed over a small 
creek south of the lake. The 
bridge has been reported in 
good condition, and two lanes 
in each direction will be kept 
open during the bridge widen-
ing, Lewis said.

Woodlands Parkway one-mile lane expansion nears start after yearlong delay
Heinemen, vice president of 
planning for The Woodlands 
Development Company. 

The original assessment, 
completed in 2010, also gave rise 
to concerns of inaccurate reports 
and the use of improper technol-
ogy, said Mike Page, spokesman 
for the WRUD. Initially, the Fed-
eral Highway Administration 
(FHWA) had a one-year turn-
around to review and respond to 
the assessment for the proposed 
expansion, Heinemen said. A 
separate firm reviewed and con-
firmed the findings, which has 
since been approved by TxDOT.

According to TxDOT, the 
project is expected to go to bid 
this month. Construction will 
likely begin in October and is 
projected to be completed over 
the next year, said Raquelle 
Lewis, public information officer 
for TxDOT. The bid includes the 
project’s total cost and the esti-
mated date of completion.

Construction costs for the 
Woodlands Parkway expan-
sion is split between federal 
and local funding at 80 percent 
and 20 percent, respectively. 

WOODLANDS PARKWAY EXPANSION GROGAN'S MILL ROAD TO E. PANTHER CREEK DRIVE

PROPOSED

EXISTING

LITTLE OR
NO SHOULDER

LITTLE OR
NO SHOULDER

12'
LANE

12'
LANE

12'
LANE WIDE SHOULDERWIDE SHOULDER

12'
LANE

12'
LANE

12'
LANE

12'
LANE

12'
LANE

12'
LANE

12'
LANE

Following a yearlong delay, work is commencing on the one-mile expansion 
of Woodlands Parkway between Grogan’s Mill Road and E. Panther Creek. 

The roadway has already been widened from four to six lanes between I-45 and 
Grogan’s Mill Road and from East Panther Creek to Kuykendahl Road.

Source: TxDOT
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$280s

$220s

$260s

$160s

THE FALLS at IMPERIAL OAKS

Visit our showroom to be inspired with 
the latest in home furnishings and 

accessories at affordable prices.

25403 I-45 North 
The Woodlands • 281-419-8688 

www.SHFurnishings.com

Labor 
Day 
Sale

20% OFF 
    All Regular 

Priced Items
Expires 
9/14/12
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Meet Amazing People

To learn more or to schedule your visit, call toll free today: (281) 528-1317

Judging by many of our residents that’s true. They’re the kind of people who finish a 
Sudoku puzzle before breakfast and enjoy gourmet coffee, following the market on a laptop 
and physical activity.  They also enjoy the library at our community, a great place to enjoy a 
leisurely afternoon and some intelligent conversation with friends.  

Here, you’ll find more than fine cuisine, housekeeping and peace of mind.  You’ll 
also discover modern accommodations, friendly faces and kindred spirits who seem to be 
forever young, just doing what they love. That’s their story.  Now, we’d love to know yours.

These days, 
they say 

that 70 is 
the new 60.

Independent Living
Personalized Assisted Living
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care 

2323 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
Facility Number: 104849

www.brookdaleliving.comYour story continues here...
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CiTY AND TOWNShiP Compiled by Brian Walzel and Andrea Bolt

The Woodlands Township

Oak Ridge North

  City of Oak Ridge North
Bob Williams Memorial Council Chambers
27424 Robinson Road
281-292-4648 • www.oakridgenorth.com

Aug. 13, 27, 7 p.m.

  City of Shenandoah
City of Shenandoah Municipal Complex
29955 i-45 N. 
281-298-5522
www.shenandoahtx.com 
 
Aug. 22, 7 p.m.

  The Woodlands Township
The Woodlands Township Office
2801 Technology Forest Blvd.
281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Aug. 22, 6 p.m.

Meetings

The Woodlands Township has for-
mulated a proposed budget for the 2013 
fiscal year, one that lowers property 
taxes by nearly eight-tenths of a cent 
over last year’s rate. The proposed rate 
is 31.73 cents per $100 of property 
valuation, a slight decrease over last 
year’s approved rate of 32.5 cents. The 
rate will be approved before Sept. 1. 
One of the reasons for the potential cut 
in property taxes are increases in sales 
and hotel occupancy tax revenue.

The proposed budget projects an 
increase in sales tax revenue of $3.9 
million to $37.5 million, as well as an 
increase in hotel occupancy tax rev-
enue of $1 million to $6 million.

“The message is pretty simple,” said 
Don Norrell, township general man-
ager. “The Woodlands Township is in 
excellent financial condition.”

If the rate is approved by the town-
ship board of trustees, 2013 will mark 
the third consecutive year of property 
tax rate decreases in The Woodlands. 

He said the strong tax revenue num-
bers should continue for at least the 
next few years.

“We expect to have strong tax 

The City of Oak Ridge North has 
prepared its proposed budget for its 2013 
fiscal year. City Manager Vicky Rudy said 
the proposed budget does not include a 
tax increase. 

The $4.2 million working budget calls 
for the city to retain its current property 
tax rate of 59 cents per $100 of property 
valuation. 

The city has projected $4 million 
in total revenues, leaving a deficit of 
$216,317. The deficit is proposed to be 
made up through $137,679 in transfers 

Proposed township budget calls for slight property tax rate cut

Oak Ridge North’s proposed $4.2 million budget aims to retain 59-cent tax rate

base growth over the next three to five 
year period with residential build out 
occurring near the end of that five-year 
period,” Norrell said. 

Total revenues for the consolidated 
budget, which combines all budget funds, 
is projected to be $93.6 million. Proposed 
expenditures are $101.7 million. Bond 
proceeds received from previous years 
will fund about $6.4 million of the capi-
tal budget. The $8.1 million difference 
between revenues and expenditures will 
be made up between bond proceeds and 
capital reserve funds.

As part of the proposed budget, all 
capital improvement projects are to be 
paid for through existing funds, rather 
than incur new debt, said Monique 
Sharp, finance director for the township.

The township board of directors met 
in a series of  meetings in late July to 
discuss details of the proposed budget. 
Among the details the board considered 
were possible funding increases for a field 
expansion at the Oak Ridge Woodlands 
Area Little League fields, construction 
of running paths and bike lanes, curb 
replacements, and expansion of the Town 
Center trolley program.

from the city’s Economic Development 
Corporation and $78,638 in transfers 
from the water and sewer fund.

The largest expenditure in the budget 
is $1.5 million for the police department, 
which includes salaries. Oak Ridge’s 
largest source of revenue is sales tax. For 
FY 2013, the city is projecting sales tax 
revenues of $1.3 million, an increase from 
$1.2 million from 2012.

While sales tax revenue is projected to 
increase only slightly, more businesses in 
Oak Ridge could soon be on the way. The 

city is expecting a 45.6 percent increase 
in building and permit fees, up $100,934 
in FY 2012 to $146,973 in FY 2013.

Although the operating budget covers 
primarily the day-to-day operations of 
the city, Rudy said there are plans for 
capital project improvements within 
the city that could be funded through 
the city’s cash reserves or other funding 
mechanisms, without raising city taxes.

“The biggest one is how to finance the 
replacement of a groundwater storage 
tank at our water plant,” she said.  

The City of Shenandoah has released 
its proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2013 
with general fund revenues projected at 
$8,527,153, and expenses at $8,341,692, as 
of the city board’s budget workshop meet-
ing in late July. The proposed budget proj-
ects a surplus of revenues over expenses of 
$185,461.

Shenandoah City Administrator Greg 
Smith said revenue numbers are expected 
to increase with expenses decreasing over 
last year’s budget. 

The hotel occupancy tax revenue is 
expected to increase from the current 
$396,237 to $514, 010 by 2013 due to 
an increase in the area’s employment 
opportunities coming to The Woodlands, 
Shenandoah and surrounding areas. 

The tax rate is projected to drop from 
3.237 cents to 3.173 cents, which Smith 
attributed to an increase in property valu-
ation within the city. 

“We were able to lower the effective tax 
rate and we’re just going to continue to 
operate the budget and the city in a good 
fiscal manner,” Smith said. 

He said the budget is scheduled to be 
approved by Aug. 22. Smith said a total of 
$597,082 has been saved in all funds and 
will go back into the city’s revenue fund.

Shenandoah

Shenandoah may cut taxes 

Areas that may see cuts in funding 
include employee retirement benefits, the 
Town Center mounted patrol program, 
The Woodlands Convention and Visitors 
Bureau and special events. 

25511 Budde Road | The Woodlands, 77380  | 281.292.6100 | www.brownstoneoffi cecondos.com 

Build Equity;
Why PAY Rent?{ {Providing today’s smart business owners with quality offi ce ownership. 

Don’t throw away money each month on rent. Call us and own today! 

NEW!
2,300 sq. ft. 

plan

2 0 1 0
3 2 . 8 ¢

2 0 1 1
3 2 .7 4 ¢

2 0 1 2
3 2 . 5¢

2 0 1 3

pr o p o s e d

2 0 1 0
3 2 . 8 ¢
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www.thewoodlandschorale.org

SEEKING SINGERS
Calling all soprano, alto, tenor, bass singers for the 2012-2013 concert season, 

featuring BACH MAGNIFICAT in December and BRAHMS REQUIEM in April, 2013.

Weekly Tuesday evening rehearsals begin in September.

Performance schedule includes two concerts, fall and spring, and local community 

venues, like Christmas caroling in Market Street Square.

The Woodlands Chorale is a 501(c)(3) community chorus 

under the direction of Dr. J. David Faber.
To schedule an audition, please contact Dr. J. David Faber:

Dave.Faber@lonestar.edu
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Homes within The Woodlands are constructed and sold by builders not affiliated with The Woodlands 
Development Company (TWDC) or any of its affiliates, companies or partnerships. Neither TWDC nor any of its 
affiliated companies or partnerships guarantees or warrants the obligations of, or construction by, such builders.  
Prices and specifications subject to change. Membership fees may be required. Obtain the Property Report 
required by Federal law and read it before signing anything. No Federal agency has judged the merits or value, 
if any, of this property. * According to RCLCO’s list of Top-Selling MPCs for 2011.  8/12

Come Home to the Best-Selling
Community in Texas*.

Homes priced from the $180’s to more than $4 million • 281-719-6333 • TheWoodlands.com
TAKE I-45 TO WOODLANDS PARKWAY, GO WEST ON WOODLANDS PARKWAY TO THE HOMEFINDER CENTER.
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National Fire Protection Association, of the 
1,103,300 career firefighters in the U.S. in 
2010, 535,900, or 48.6 percent, were age 40 
or over, up from 44 percent in 2000. 

Ken Willette, division manager of the 
public fire protection division at the NFPA, 
said one of the reasons for the increase in 
aging firefighters is an increase in layoffs 
of younger firefighters because of financial 
cuts cities are facing, as well as the eco-
nomic recession.

“I don’t want to call it a perfect storm, 
but you have several major factors coming 
together,” he said. “There are several factors 
limiting the number of younger firefighters 
and older firefighters staying longer and 
being put into more demanding roles.”

Firefighter roles
Willette said as firefighters age, they 

often transition to roles such as drivers, 
rather than being on the front lines. 

“[Older firefighters] aren’t considered 
to be the crew going into the door with a 
hoseline right off the bat,” he said.

Bruce Tough, chairman of the township’s 
board of directors, said older firefight-
ers with The Woodlands Fire Department 
often make the move to less strenuous roles 
such as drivers and management roles.

“There are times when firefighters are 
called upon to perform physical, mental 
and skill-level tasks when those peak per-
formance years are younger employees,” he 
said. “As your employees age, the ability to 
perform those tasks become more difficult.”

Adams said all firefighters, regardless 
of age, must be able to perform all job-
required duties.

“You have to be able to do everything, no 
matter your age,” he said.

Proposed plan
With the goal of implementing a retire-

ment program to lower the retirement age 
of firefighters to 55, Adams has recom-
mended the township approve a pension 
plan. Under the current plan, the township 
offers a 2-to-1 match up to 14 percent on 
employees’ contributions to a retirement 
plan, meaning that if an employee contrib-
utes $100 to a retirement plan, the town-
ship contributes $200.

Under Adams’ proposal, the township 
and firefighters would contribute to a pen-
sion plan under a 1-to-1 match with a 
10-year vesting schedule. For example, if 
a firefighter were to contribute $100 per 
month to a retirement plan, the town-
ship would also contribute $100 and the 
employee would not be fully vested until 
after 10 years of employment with the 
department. Adams said firefighters would 
increase their contribution from the cur-
rent 7 percent to 12 percent under a pen-
sion plan.

“We’re not asking for anything additional 
from the township, we’re just asking them 
to change the vehicle in which those con-
tributions are placed,” he said.

Fire
Continued from | 1

The township is in the midst of prepar-
ing its operating budget for fiscal year 2013, 
which will be adopted in September. Part of 
the budget preparation process is adopting 
benefits and retirement plans for township 
employees. Tough said although the town-
ship board is receptive to the proposal, 
similar plans have not worked favorably for 
other governmental entities.

“If you move to a defined pension plan, 
you’re using a model that other communi-
ties and cities are using that are not work-
ing now,” he said. 

Tough said similar pension models call 
for contributions to be held in a trust, and 
employees receive a lump sum benefit at 
the time of their retirement. Under those 
models, Tough said cities often make a 
commitment to a financial contribution 
several years into the future that they can-
not fund. 

“The board would be receptive to any 
and all proposals as long as [the board] is 

comfortable with a plan that is financially 
feasible and as long as [the plan] doesn’t 
do what other cities have done,” he said. 
“They’ve gone down the path of assump-
tions and have had disastrous effects.”

He said such plans often penalize 
younger workers, and cities have struggled 
to fund their financial commitments. 

Willette said, regardless of the plan, fire-
fighter managers should understand their 
workforce and provide as safe a work envi-
ronment as possible. Anything that leads 
to a more dangerous work environment is 
worrisome, he said.

“When a physician is conducting an 
evaluation to determine if a firefighter is 
healthy, [they ask] ‘Can you climb a ladder 
and advance to the third floor with a hose 
if you have a heart disease?’” he said. “That 
answer is no.” 

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Woodlands Fire Department

Your Family 
Dentist in 

The Woodlands
  • Family and cosmetic 
   dentistry 
   (including Lumineers©)
  • Orthodontics/Invisalign©

  • In-o�  ce teeth whitening 
  • Professionally trained,
     caring and courteous sta� 
  • Private practice setting
  • Most major insurance 
     plans accepted
  • Financing available
  • Convenient hours 
     and location

Our goal is to provide you 
and your family with the 
best dental care. We will 

treat you with tender care 
and will always strive to 
make your dental visit a 

pleasant experience.

936-273-0034
19073 I-45 South, Ste. 185

� e Woodlands, TX 77385

www.Porto� noDental.com 

Dental Care for Your Family

Get ready for Back to School 

$150
New Patient Exam, Cleaning & X-Rays

($333 value)

May not be combine with insurance or discount plans. 
Must bring this ad. Expires 10/31/12.

Gerese Davis, D.D.S

1. Performing tasks and rescue operations 
under stressful conditions while wearing 
personal protective ensembles and self-
contained breathing apparatus (SCBA), 
including working in extremely hot or cold 
environments for prolonged time periods. 

2. Climbing six or more flights of stairs while 
wearing personal protective ensemble 
weighing at least 50 pounds or more and 
carrying equipment/tools weighing an 
additional 20 to 40 pounds. 

3. Wearing fire protective ensemble that is 
encapsulating and insulated, which will 
result in significant fluid loss that could 
progresses to clinical dehydration and 
can elevate core temperature to levels 
exceeding 102.2 degrees Fahrenheit. 

4. Searching, finding and carrying victims 
from newborns up to adults weighing over 

200 pounds to safety despite hazardous 
conditions and low visibility. 

5. Carrying hose lines up to 2-1/2 inches in 
diameter from fire trucks to occupancy 
approximately 150 feet, which can involve 
negotiating multiple flights of stairs, 
ladders and other obstacles. 

6. Unpredictable emergency requirements 
for prolonged periods of extreme physical 
exertion without benefit of warm-up, 
scheduled rest periods, meals, access to 
medication or hydration. 

7. Time-sensitive, complex problem solving 
during physical exertion in stressful, 
hazardous environments, including hot, 
dark, tightly enclosed spaces, that is 
further aggravated by fatigue, flashing 
lights, sirens and other distractions.

Woodlands Fire Department firefighters Rob Mitchell and Kevin Cowham are in favor of a pension plan.
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Essential Job Tasks of a Firefighter

Doug Adams, president of The Woodlands 
Professional Firefighters Association, said 
members of The Woodlands Fire Department 
undergo annual physical checkups to ensure 
they are able to complete the job requirements 

of a firefighter. in addition, firefighters are 
tested and trained each month on the various 
tasks required of their job. Those requirements 
are defined by the National Fire Protection 
Association.

Source: National Fire Protection Association
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there now. All the kids really 
enjoy the splash pad, and it’s just 
great for the community.”

Another project the township 
is funding is a refurbishment 
of the pedestrian bridge across 
Grogan’s Mill Road. The town-
ship has budgeted about $50,000 
for that project, which will begin 
this fall.
Find related stories at impactnews.com. 
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Sawmill Park, The Woodlands’ 
second oldest park that opened in 
1979. Earlier this year, the town-
ship funded a $905,000 renova-
tion to the park,  including the 
installation of a splash pad, a new 
tennis court, a tennis gazebo, 
an expanded playground, an 
expanded baby pool and several 
other amenities. 

“The renovation of Sawmill 
Park was big,” Denton said. 
“There are so many families out 

Center, which saw the condomin-
iums located along the first hole 
of the Panther Trails Golf Course 
torn down to be replaced by the 
Lakeside Lodges.

Home rebuilds
In some instances, older homes 

in Grogan’s Mill have been tar-
geted for tear down so that home-
owners may build a new home on 
a desirable plot. 

“Somebody may find a house 
in disrepair or in foreclosure and 
may like the location or find the 
house doesn’t suit their needs, 
tear the house down, submit 
plans, then build a new home,” 
said Hennie Van Rensburg, direc-
tor of covenant administration for 
The Woodlands Township.

He said there have been new 
homes built on older sites along 
golf courses or near parks. How-
ever, Van Rensburg said he has yet 
to see large-scale efforts by devel-
opers to redevelop home sites. 

“I don’t see that any one entity 
has offered to buy up eight or 10 
homes,” he said.

Grogan’s Mill saw the build out 
of new homes in the mid-1990s, 
when its population leveled off 
at around 13,000 residents. Since 
that time, the majority of home 
sales and resident growth have 

was located along South Mill-
bend Drive and torn down in 
early 2009. Earlier this year, The 
Woodlands Lodge, a high-end 
multi-family apartment complex,  
opened on a portion of the site 
formerly occupied by the WAC. 

Then, in late July, Gracepoint 
Homes announced plans for Lake-
side Cove. The luxury villas will 
also be constructed on the same 
land that was once home to the 
WAC. Lakeside Cove will include 
57 homes, ranging from 3,500 up 
to 4,200 square feet with features 
such as optional elevators, a gated 
entry and wine grottos. There are 
eight proposed home plans for 
the development and Tom Cox Jr.,  
president of Gracepoint Homes, 
said construction will begin on 
model homes this fall. 

“We were targeting [the former 
WAC site] in particular,” Cox said. 
“If you talk to real estate agents, 
they will tell you any property in 
Grogan’s Mill is considered a pre-
mium location.”

Alex Sutton, co-president of 
The Woodlands Development 
Company, said  upgrades are con-
tinuing at places like The Wood-
lands Resort and Conference 

Redevelopment
Continued from | 1

been in newer villages, such as 
Sterling Ridge and Alden Bridge. 

However, with its proximity to 
Town Center and I-45, Grogan’s 
Mill is being hailed as a desir-
able living location and an area of 
growth, Cox said.

“It’s already out of control,” he 
said. “I’ve got friends in real estate 
that tell me so many houses aren’t 
even getting to market because 
there is such a demand. People 
are getting four, five bids on their 
home and they are all over value.”

According to Houston Interna-
tional Realty, the average home 
value in Grogan’s Mill is $767,500.

Township efforts
In addition to homeowners 

and developers, the township is 
also playing a key role in redevel-
opment efforts. 

The township has about $220 
million worth of assets among its 
more than 100 parks and path-
ways, tennis facilities, park play-
ground equipment, sports fields 
and 13 pools. Monique Sharp, 
director of finance for the town-
ship, said money is allocated for 
the capital replacement reserve 
in order to replace and renovate 
aging infrastructure and ameni-
ties owned by the township. 

One of those projects was 

Opened in 1974, the Village of Grogan’s Mill is The Woodlands’ oldest 
village. Efforts are underway to refurbish and redevelop some of the sites 
and homes in the village.

Sawmill Park

Lakeside Cove

The Woodlands Lodge

Lakeside Lodges

will change the way
she handles her world

…for the rest of her life.

A faster, more efficent brain

LearningRx brain training consists of intense mental exercises that 
can actually increase intelligence and improve 
the way your child’s brain thinks, learns, reads, 
concentrates and remembers, for life.  Results of 
our clinically proven programs are dramatic and 
permanent. 

Call us today and learn more. 

Call now and

Save $50 
on an initial cognitive 

skills assessment

Other locations: Cinco Ranch, Houston Central, 
Sugar Land, Huntsville

� e Woodlands Spring-Champions
  832-482-3082 832-698-2450 Call us at:

www.learningrx.com/greaterhouston

4840 W. Panther Creek, Ste. 211 | The Woodlands | 281-298-9434
1003 Longmire Road | Conroe | 936-756-1386 | www.LeikerOrtho.com

Dr. Brad Leiker, DDS, MS
Orthodontic Specialist

•  Specialized in Early Treatment of Children 
    to Obtain Better Facial, Smile, Dental, and Airway Results!
•   A Leader in Cosmetic Orthodontic Alternatives for Teens & Adults!
•   We Strive to Make Excellent Orthodontic Care Affordable 
    to Everyone Wanting a Beautiful Smile!

Most insurances and credit cards accepted.
Serving  e Woodlands / Conroe and surrounding areas since 1994.

FREE INITIAL EXAM
ZERO PERCENT FINANCING
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A new Lone Star College System 
educational partnership is aimed at 
increasing enrollment numbers of for-
eign students at the college, particularly 
those from China. The Texas Center 
for Sino-U.S. Education and Cultural 
Exchange, created by a memorandum of 
understanding between LSCS and the 
Shanghai Oriental Chinese Education 
Development Center, will be located at 
the Lone Star College-University Park 
campus at Hwy. 249 and Louetta in 
Houston.

Students enrolled at LSCS represent 
more than 100 different countries, said 
Michael Mathews, chief strategist for 
innovation and entrepreneurship at 
LSC-University Park. Mathews led the 
partnership with Shanghai, designing it 
with the goal of being a sustainable busi-
ness model.

“Students who come here go back and 
tell their family and friends, so word 
about Lone Star has spread,” he said.

Over the past 40 years, LSC has 
experienced the fastest growth within an 
education system in the nation, and now 
boasts more than 90,000 students, about 
30,000 of whom take classes online from 
around the world, said Shah Ardalan, 
CEO of LSC-University Park.

Schools in countries like Brazil, 
Indonesia, Vietnam and China have 
expressed interest in learning how Lone 
Star College has been so successful, 
while it is the ties to China which Lone 
Star is eager to explore more.

Ardalan said there are many impor-
tant ties between the United States and 
China, such as a focus on culture and 
education exchange.

“When you look at the world commu-
nity, Lone Star is looking to redefine it,” 
he said. “As you see across the country, 

the growth is in community colleges, 
and the retraining and retooling of 
people is done by community colleges. 
We believe we are relevant to the needs 
of the community, and all of those are 
good reasons to go global.”

LSC first learned about the Shanghai 
Oriental Chinese Education Develop-
ment Center from one of its professors 
who is from China, Mathews said. The 
SOCEDC is a nonprofit organization 
that promotes Chinese culture and 
traditions by organizing and expanding 
overseas contacts and cultural exchange 
programs, including educational pro-
grams.

Because China was not well repre-
sented in the student population, the 
college system looked to the SOCEDC 
as a good way to help get the word out 
about Lone Star College, Mathews said.

Mathews and his colleagues worked 
with the SOCEDC for more than three 
months on the partnership agreement. 
Members of the SOCEDC were then 
invited to travel to Houston in June to 
see the college in person.

“They saw Lone Star as having the full 
package,” Mathews said. “What inter-
ested them was how we were packaging 
the 21st Century solution to education, 
the fact we also have a high school here 
and our English as a second language 
program.”

The SOCEDC was also interested in 
the college’s connection to the energy 
fields as well as offerings in the engineer-
ing and technology programs, he said.

The first group of students are 
expected to start at LSC in the spring. 
Ardalan estimates 20 or 30 students 
initially will begin classes, with the pro-
gram expected to grow rapidly.

LSC working to increase foreign student enrollment
Partnership with Chinese education center established at University Park campus
By Christine Hall
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Countries with highest student count

COUNTRY

Mexico

Vietnam

Venezuela

Nepal

El Salvador

Korea

Spring ‘10

712

256

154

91

55

77

Spring ‘12

719

213

97

73

60

59

Spring ‘10

2,287

700

209

339

748

291

Spring ‘12

1,739

537

148

336

555

163

International students by campus

CAMPUS

System

Cy-Fair

Kingwood

Montgomery

North Harris

Tomball

International Students

Spring 2010 and 2012System-wide
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Higher education opportunities

4  College of Biblical Studies
–Houston
7000 Regency Square Blvd., Houston
713-785-5995 • www.cbshouston.edu
Tuition: $7,470
Enrollment: 493
Degrees offered: Certificates, associate, 
bachelor’s
Most popular major: Theology
Test averages: 1070 SAT, 23 ACT

5  Houston Baptist University
7502 Fondren Road, Houston
281-649-3000 • www.hbu.edu
Tuition: $26,795
Enrollment: 2,432
Students with financial aid: 72 percent
Degrees offered: Associate, bachelor’s, master’s
Most popular major: Business, marketing
Test averages: 1100 SAT, 24 ACT
Graduation rate: 45 percent

6  Houston Community College 
Northwest
1550 Foxlake Drive, Houston
713-718-5757 • www.northwest.hccs.edu
Tuition: $808 in district, $1,672 out of district, 
$1,870 out of state per 12 semester hours
Enrollment: 19,220
Students with financial aid*: 67 percent
Degrees offered: Certificates, associate
Most popular major: Liberal arts
Test averages: Open enrollment
Completion rate*: 13 percent

7  Lone Star College–CyFair
9191 Barker Cypress Road, Cypress
281-290-3200 • www.lonestar.edu/cyfair
Tuition: $872 in district, $1,922 out of district, 
$2,147 out of state per 15 semester hours
Enrollment: 19,433

Students with financial aid: 39 percent
Degrees offered: Certificates, associates
Most popular major: Engineering technology
Test averages: Open enrollment
Completion rate*: 9 percent

1  Art Institute of Houston–North
10740 N. Gessner Drive, Ste. 190, Houston
281-671-3381 • www.artinstitutes.edu/houston-
north
Tuition: $17,568-$23,424
Enrollment: 369
Students with financial aid: 32 percent
Degrees offered: Certificates, associate, 
bachelor’s
Most popular major: Culinary studies
Test averages: Open enrollment
Graduation rate: 33 percent

2  Baylor College of Medicine
One Baylor Plaza, Houston
713-798-4951 • www.bcm.edu
Tuition: $6,000 in state, $19,650 out of state
Enrollment: 186
Students with financial aid: 68 percent
Degrees offered: Master’s, doctorate
Test averages: 11.19 mCAT
Graduation rate: 95-100 percent

3  Blinn College–Brenham
902 College Ave., Brenham
979-830-4000 • www.blinn.edu/brenham
Tuition: $1,824 in district, $2,952 out of district, 
$4,824 out of state
Enrollment: 2,377
Degrees offered: Certificates, associate
Most popular majors: Business, marketing
Test averages: 1152 SAT, 24 ACT
Completion rate*: 7 percent
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8  Lone Star College–Montgomery
3200 College Park Drive, Conroe
936-273-7000 • www.lonestar.edu/montgomery
Tuition: $872 in district, $1,922 out of district, 
$2,147 out of state per 15 semester hours
Enrollment: 13,352
Students with financial aid: 40 percent
Degrees offered: Certificates, associates
Test averages: Open enrollment
Completion rate*: 9 percent

9  Lone Star College–Tomball
30555 Hwy. 249, Tomball
281-351-3300 • www.lonestar.edu/tomball
Tuition: $872 in district, $1,922 out of district, 
$2,147 out of state per 15 semester hours
Enrollment: 12,360
Students with financial aid: 38 percent
Degrees offered: Certificates, associates
Test averages: Open enrollment
Completion rate*: 9 percent

10 Lone Star College-University Center
3232 College Park Drive, The Woodlands
936-273-7510 • www.lonestar.edu
Partner universities: Texas Southern University, 
University of Houston-Downtown, Texas A&M 
University, University of Houston and Sam Houston 
State University
Enrollment: 3,063
Undergraduate programs: 18
Graduate programs: 30
Doctor, post-baccalaurate programs: 3

11 Lone Star College–University Park
20515 Hwy. 249, Houston
281-401-5370 • www.lonestar.edu
Partner universities: Texas Southern University, 
University of Houston-Downtown, Texas A&M 
University, University of Houston and Sam Houston 
State University
Enrollment: 3,063
Undergraduate programs: 36
Graduate programs: 9
Doctor, post-baccalaurate programs: 2

12 Prairie View A&M University
FM 1098 and University Drive, Prairie View
936-261-3311 • www.pvamu.edu
Tuition: $7,401 in state, $16,702 out of state
Enrollment: 8,430
Students with financial aid: 64 percent
Degrees offered: Bachelor’s, master’s, doctorate
Most popular majors: Health

Test averages: 845 SAT, 17 ACT
Graduation rate: 35 percent per six years

13 Rice University
6100 Main St., Houston
713-348-0000 • www.rice.edu
Tuition: $37,292
Enrollment: 6,082
Students with financial aid: 62 percent
Degrees offered: Bachelor’s, master’s, doctorate
Most popular major: Social sciences
Test averages: 1430 SAT, 32 ACT
Graduation rate: 93 percent

14 Sam Houston State University– 
The Woodlands 
3380 College Park Drive, The Woodlands
936-496-5000 • www.shsu.edu/woodlands
Tuition: $7,328 in state, $16,718 out of state
Enrollment: 17,617
Students with financial aid: 63 percent
Degrees offered: Bachelor’s, master’s, doctorate
Most popular major: Business, marketing
Test averages: 1030 SAT, 18 ACT
Graduation rate: 47 percent

 
 

San Jacinto College
Multiple locations
281-998-6150 • www.sanjac.edu
Tuition: $591 in district, $891 out of district, 
$1,491 out of state per 12 semester hours
Enrollment: 29,392
Students with financial aid: 46 percent
Degrees offered: Certificates, associate
Most popular major: Liberal arts
Test averages: Open enrollment
Graduation Rate*: 17.1 percent

15 Texas Southern University
3100 Cleburne St., Houston
713-313-7011 • www.tsu.edu
Tuition: $3,172 in state, $6,892 out of state per 
semester
Enrollment: 9,730
Students with financial aid: 93 percent
Degrees offered: Bachelor’s, master’s, doctorate
Most popular majors: Business, communications
Test averages: 860 SAT, 18 ACT
Graduation rate: 13.1 percent six year

16 University of Houston
4800 Calhoun Road, Houston
713-743-2255 • www.uh.edu
Tuition: $9,211 in state, $14,913 out of state
Enrollment: 39,820
Students with financial aid: 44 percent
Degrees offered: Bachelor’s, master’s, doctorate
Most popular major: Business, marketing
Test averages: 1000–1099 SAT, 24 ACT
Graduation rate: 46 percent six year, 60 percent 
four year

17 University of St. Thomas 
3800 Montrose Blvd., Houston
713-522-7911 • www.stthom.edu
Tuition: $26,550
Enrollment: 3,754
Students with financial aid: 90 percent of first-
time freshmen
Degrees offered: Bachelor’s, master’s, doctorate
Most popular major: Psychology
Test averages: 1145 SAT, 27 ACT
Graduation Rate: 82 percent
 *Rates only apply to students who received their AA 
certificates and do not include students who transfer 
to four-year universities or complete other programs
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Broker & Bank  Conventional & Government Loans 
Purchases  Refinance  Debt Consolidation

Cypress Owned and Operated

we specialize in mortgages that fit your lifestyle

OFFICE:  832-220-1480      
CELLULAR:  832-865-6065
EMAIL FOR A FREE QUOTE: tami@cntmtg.com  
WEB: www.cntmtg.com
TX Broker License #75191

Tami LaCoe Channel
President

MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE
1/2 OFF PROCESSING FEE

Expires 9/14/12

Awards for Excellence
Winner of Distinction

2010

Company NMLS ID – 273344 
Individual NMLS ID – 333134

GREAT BUILDING, LOCATION AND RATES
26010 Oak Ridge Drive • Up to 5, 000 +/- sq. ft. available

www.bandierpartners.com

  ce Space for Lease in The Woodlands

Krissie Vanyo - 281.210.0097    
           krissie@bandierpartners.com
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COFFEE WiTh iMPACT

Richard Carpenter
Chancellor of Lone Star College System
By Shawn Arrajj 

Editor’s note: Coffee with Impact is a quarterly forum in our Houston office featuring leaders in 
various sectors who are making a difference in the Houston area and beyond.

Richard G. Carpenter serves as the chancellor of the Lone Star College System, which 
has eight campuses in the Greater Houston area. He took the position on Aug. 1, 2007, and 
is the third chancellor since the system’s inception in 1972.

His work with community colleges extends long before he joined LSCS. Before coming 
to Texas, Carpenter served as president at colleges in Kentucky, Michigan, California and 
Alabama and as State Director for Nevada’s Community Colleges.

As chancellor of LSCS, Carpenter has helped the system become the fastest-growing 
community college in the country. When it comes to producing associate’s degrees, 
LSCS ranks in the top 10 for colleges nationwide. 

Carpenter also serves as a nationally elected board member for the American Associa-
tion of Community Colleges, chair-elect for the Texas Association of Community Colleges 
and  delegate for the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. 

LSCS is one of the fastest 
growing community colleges 
in the nation with 28 percent 
student growth from 2009-11. 
What would you attribute that 
growth to?

We are in a part of the coun-
try that is rapidly growing. We 
serve 11 school districts, all of 
which are growing. 

There is an economic piece as 
well. A few years back, the state 
of Texas deregulated tuition for 
universities, and it’s been spiral-
ing dramatically since that time. 
People have come to learn that 
we transfer students every year 
to universities all over the coun-
try — Harvard, Yale, Princeton, 
Colombia, Duke. 

With the escalating cost of 
tuition at universities, parents 
are beginning to learn that you 
can get a degree from Colombia 
and get the first two years at 
the community college where 
they don’t even have to pay for 
a dorm.

What are the biggest challenges 
facing LSCS?

Finance is a big challenge for 
any kind of public institution 
for a host of reasons. We’ve seen 
the proportion of state funding 
for community colleges decrease 
every year for the last 20 years.

While growth is exciting, the 
levels that we’re seeing here are 
unprecedented. We can’t look to 
how others have dealt with this 
kind of growth because no com-
munity college system has ever 
seen it before. 

The third point is the big-
gest challenge we’ve got going 
forward: the changing demo-
graphics we have in Texas in 
general. The Limited English 
Proficiency students coming to 
us are increasing. More than half 
of all students coming to us now 
need developmental education. 
Coupled with the third element is 
student success. That’s our focus. 
We are one of the largest com-
munity colleges in Texas and the 
fastest growing in the country, 

but that means absolutely nothing 
if the students who are coming to 
us are not having their goals and 
objectives met. 

Discuss the impact of the 
partnerships you have with 
other schools, specifically Sam 
Houston.

Our relationship with Sam 
Houston is very strong. We’re the 
primary feeder institution for 
them so it’s a symbiotic relation-
ship. We needed more parking 
and classroom space on the 
Montgomery campus. Sam Hous-
ton wanted to partner with us 
at that location. We made a deal 
where we provide them the infra-
structure and land, and in return, 
for the next 10 years, we’d get 
access to 50 percent of their class-
rooms and parking in the garage. 
We’re both doing more together 
than either of us could’ve done 
individually. I believe it’s a model 
that ought to be looked at state-
wide. The legislature ought to 
incentivize this kind of thing.

Are you looking for other 
universities or schools to 
partner with? Are there specific 
programs you’d be looking to 
gain through those partnerships?

If we’re going to start new pro-
grams, we’re all looking to start 
the same ones because they’re in 
high demand, and we know that 
they’re going to pay for them-
selves. 

If everybody offers the same 
thing, we dilute it to where 
nobody succeeds and students are 
just confused. 

When we talk to institutions 
about being a partner, we talk 
specifically about programs, voids 
in programs and not duplicating 
what’s already there. 

There is keen interest in public 
and private universities in being 
partners with us. We’ve had 
meetings with the University of 
Texas, Texas A&M, a number of 
private and some public institu-
tions in Texas, and we’re not 
pursuing them so much as they’re 
pursuing us. 

Is there any timeline on when 
LSCS might open a campus or 
off-campus center in the Magno-
lia area?

We have had some discussions 
within the last year to purchase 
land in Magnolia because there’s 
a keen interest in us locating 
there, but I’m not the one to make 
the recommendation. You’ll see 
us come back out probably in 
May with another bond referen-
dum. I know there’s been discus-
sion around Magnolia. 

I would expect the committee 
recommendation will include 
something in there for this 
referendum. Where it may be on 
the priority list, I don’t know. I’ve 
personally been engaged with 
folks from Magnolia over land 
proposals. 

At this point we don’t own land 
there, but there’s a likelihood that 
that’s going to change. It depends 
on how with money we would 
have to ask for. We will not ask 
for money that would cause us to 
raise the tax rate. 
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Classes Starting
Soon

3335 College Park Dr., Suite 450, The Woodlands      936-242-1031
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With kids ready to go back to school, treat yourself to a 

fabulous new scarf yarn.

New merchandise arriving weekly through the end of the year.

Many styles in stock!
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Affinity & The Tux Shop
25534 I-45 N., Wood Oak Plaza
Spring • 281-292-7141
www.affinity-tuxshop.com
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From dresses with sequins, beading 
and prints to tuxedos with Manda-
rin collars, bow ties and long jackets, 

John Hunter has seen a wide range of 
styles go in and out of fashion during his 
17 years as co-owner of Affinity & The 
Tux Shop in Spring.

Since 1995, John and his wife, Shirley, 
have owned, operated and transformed 
the overall look of the formal dress wear 
and tuxedo specialty store. Under the 
original ownership, the full-service shop 
originated as two separate locations 
which independently offered tuxedos 
and pure affinity bridal wear.

John said his key goal is to have a price 
range that satisfies all customers. The 
shop caters to a varied clientele by lining 
its shelves with racks of gowns and tux-
edos for several types of events, includ-
ing homecoming, prom and formals. For 
weddings, mother-of-the-bride dresses 
and men’s wear are available. Shirley’s 
passion lies in ladies’ evening wear, so 
the business no longer offers bride or 
bridesmaid dresses. 

“We’ve got a lot of people who have 
been coming here for a long time,” John 

John Hunter (right), co-owner of Affinity & Tux Shop, helps Jeremy Brownlow find a tuxedo for his wedding.

By Liza Winkler

Affinity & The Tux Shop
Friendly faces and interactive service gain loyal customers

Cathleen Sizemore tries on earrings at Affinity.

said. “I don’t consider us a real high-end 
store, but we’re certainly not a low-end 
store. I always try to keep things on sale 
and have discounts. The last few years, 
there has been an emphasis on people 
really wanting value.”

Fostering personal relationships 
between employees and customers is 
the driving force behind Affinity & The 
Tux Shop. To create a well-disciplined 
staff, John tends to hire eager adults and 
students who are active in sports, clubs, 
and organizations at their high schools 
and colleges. 

“I’ve got student workers from 15 years 
ago that still check in with me every 
once in a while,” he said. “I’ve had some 
terrific kids work in this store. I know 
they take a lot out of here versus working 
behind a counter somewhere.”

Nelda Blair, chairman of The Wood-
lands Convention and Visitors Bureau,  
is a long-time customer of Affinity &  
The Tux Shop. Blair said she recognizes 
the store as a true jewel in the commu-
nity, which attracts customers from  
far and wide.

“I have suggested this place, especially 

45

Rayford Rd.

Brookhaven D
r .

to my friends in Houston, when they are 
looking for something they won’t find on 
every other woman when they go to an 
event,” Blair said.

John attributes the shop’s success, 
in part, to the last-minute tuxedos and 
alteration services he offers on-site. At 
70 years old, John plans to hold onto 
his youth by keeping up with the latest 
fashions for as long as he is able. 

“I’ve got neighbors that sit out there 
and mow their lawns,” he said. “I can’t 
imagine that for me–not yet. Custom-
ers are the reason I’m passionate about 
work.”

PERFORM
AT YOUR BEST
Low T Therapy

$349
- Includes Of� ce Visit, Initial blood test
- 2 months of testosterone therapy
- Increase Strength and Endurance
- Increase Libido & Sexual Desire
- Enhance Mood & Well-Being
- Increase Lean Muscle Mass, Increase Energy

GUARANTEED RESULTS on your 
� rst visit or it’s FREE

• Erectile Dysfunction and         
Premature Ejaculation

WOODLANDS: 832-510-2777
1011 Medical Plaza Drive, Suite 230

HOUSTON: 713-588-1416
2630 Fountain View Drive, Suite 409

MensClinicsofAmerica.com
Improving Men’s Health And Performance

Only 
$99
Only 
$99
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From the outside looking in, not 
much has changed at Guri do Sul. 
However, from the kitchen to the 

bar, the menu and the dining room, big 
things are happening at The Woodlands’ 
only Brazilian churrascaria, or steak-
house.

Although the restaurant has been open 
five years, new general manager Daniel 
Pruitt said he and his team have experi-
enced some growing pains in the past few 
years, having undergone new manage-
ment and ownership changes.

“We’re still working out some kinks 
and it’s been a learning process for the 
staff, but we’re back on the right track,” 
Pruitt said. 

The restaurant has undergone some 
cosmetic and size-related renovations. 
These included the addition of wood 
paneling and windows in the bar and 
entrance area and also scaling back the 
size of the main dining room by con-
structing a new wall. 

“The salad bar is now basically the cen-
terpiece of the dining room,” Pruitt said. 

He said he is even considering install-
ing a custom fish tank in the middle of 
the salad bar.

Guri do Sul, Portuguese for “boy from 
the South,” boasts an impressive array of 
meats, ranging from filet mignon, parme-
san pork, sirloin, ribeye, beef ribs, leg of 
lamb and grilled shrimp. All of the meat 
is served by trained waiters who wield 
meat-stacked metal skewers and carve the 
meat fresh off the grill right at the table. 

The ordering experience at Guri do 
Sul is unique in that the customer only 
has two options. The salad bar is $24.99 
and all-you-can-eat, and the main meat 
course costs $45. A small card is placed 
next to the diner’s plate, one side red to 
halt the servers from bringing any more 
food, the flip side green to signal you 
want more. The only menu the diner 

receives is an extensive wine list. 
A full dessert menu is delivered vocally, 

featuring selections like tres leches 
cake and flan, to a papaya cream called 
mamao. 

Pruitt said he samples the bacon-
wrapped chicken and ribeye almost daily. 

“Oh man, the bacon-wrapped chicken 
is so juicy and tender and done just 
right. The ribeye is definitely my favorite, 
though,” said Pruitt, who also sometimes 
works the grill and bar. 

Pruitt said he is optimistic about the 
restaurant’s future and hopes for it to be 
more popular than before. 

“What we’ve got is that great neighbor-
hood feel,” he said. “We’re known because 
we’re local and we do some unique stuff 
that nobody else does. We have grilled 
pineapple with brown sugar and cinna-
mon, grilled shrimp, and a giant leg of 
lamb that’s been cooking  
all day.”

Pruitt said he feels the authenticity, 
food and perfecting recipes is the most 
important thing, next to great customer 
service. 

“It’s all about the food, the presenta-
tion. Everyone knows you eat with your 
eyes first,” he said. 

He said the new owners are considering 
rebranding the restaurant and possibly 
holding a grand re-opening at the end of 
the summer. 

“We’re definitely on the path to our 
former glory,” he said.

DiNiNG

Guri do Sul 
Steakhouse focuses on what it does best — meat

By Andrea Bolt

Guri do Sul’s sizable salad bar offers a vast 
array of choices.

General Manager Daniel Pruitt shows off a skewer of lamb ready to be served. 

Side dish translations
 
Pão de queijo  — small, baked, cheese-flavored 
rolls, popular in Brazil and South American 
regions

Farofa — includes manioc flour, toasted with but-
ter, salt and bacon to a golden brown

Polenta  — ground yellow or white cornmeal 
cooked with various cheeses and butter

Caramelized bananas — bananas sauteed in a 
semi-sweet mix of butter, brown sugar, cinnamon 
and other seasonings

Meat translations
 

Picanha Top sirloin

Fraldinha Bottom sirloin

Alcatra Sirloin cubes

Beef ancho Ribeye

Costela Beef ribs
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Guri do Sul
1400 Research Forest Drive
The Woodlands • 281-907-4146
www.guridosulsteakhouse.com
Lunch Mon.–Fri. 11 a.m.–2 p.m.
Dinner Mon.–Thur. 4:30–9 p.m.
Dinner Fri. and Sat. 4:30–10:30 p.m.
Dinner Sunday 1–8 p.m.
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Pinecroft Dr.

Six Pines Dr.

&TMF
Associates

Thomas M. Fountain has been Board Certifi ed in Personal Injury Trial Law by the 
Texas Board of  Legal Specialization since 1987. No other certifi cation implied.

 HOW MAY WE BE OF ASSISTANCE TO YOU?
Small Business Formation & Representation | Wills &Trusts

Family Law | HOA Representation 
Litigation, including Aviation, Transportation, Real Estate, Toxic Torts & Negligence

10077 Grogans Mill Rd. Suite 260 | The Woodlands, TX 77380-1029
Tel: 281-296-6500 | Fax: 281-296-6544 | www.HoustonTrialLaw.com

A Professional Corporation
As

A Pro

On September 27, 2012, Thomas M. Fountain & Associates, P.C. will present a Free seminar to 
our community at a Woodlands/South County Chamber of  Commerce Sponsored Event:

“How to Eff ectively Negotiate Your Storm Claim with your Adjuster”
For Reservations Email: leah.forney@woodlandschamber.org
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Riva Row Boat House
2101 Riva Row
The Woodlands • 281-210-3965
Through Sept. 3: 9 a.m.–7 p.m.
Sept. 4–Dec. 31: 9 a.m.–sunset
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There are many ways to get from 
Point A to Point B in The Wood-
lands: hiking or biking along the 

hundreds of miles of pathways, taking 
a Waterway Taxi along The Woodlands 
Waterway, hopping aboard a trolley in 
Town Center, enjoying the occasional 
horse-drawn carriage in Market Street, 
or simply driving a car. In the past two 
years, kayaking along Waterway has 
been an increasingly popular addition to 
that list.

The Waterway kayaking operation 
is hosted at the Riva Row Boat house, 
located at 2101 Riva Row, on the south 
side of the Waterway across from The 
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion. The 
Riva Row Boat House opened in April 
2009 and since then, has grown in popu-
larity since its opening.

Chris Nunes, director of parks and 
recreation for The Woodlands Township, 
said kayaking trips at Riva Row have 
increased from about 4,800 in its first 
year to more than 7,000 in 2011. So far in 
2012, there have been 6,083 trips.

Nunes said since the Boat House’s 
opening, both residents and visitors to 
The Woodlands have become increas-
ingly aware of its presence despite its 
location.

“It’s taken a while for people to know 
we’re here,” he said. “We’re in a tough 
location.”

Kayakers pay for their trip by the 
hour and can either set off in a one or 
two-person boat after a brief safety and 
instructional training. The trip begins 
at the boat and kayakers make their 

The Riva Row Boat House opened in 2009 and since then has become a popular Woodlands attraction.

By Brian Walzel

Riva Row Boat House
Kayaking latest way to enjoy Woodlands amenities

way east along the Waterway past the 
The Boardwalk apartments out to Lake 
Woodlands. Nunes said that trip takes 
about 45 minutes to an hour, but kayak-
ers often make their way to Southshore 
Park or The Cove neighborhood on the 
eastern edge of the lake.

The Riva Row Boat House has a fleet of 
45 kayaks. When the program initially 
began, 30 of the kayaks were donated by 
the outdoor sporting store Orvis. Since 
that time, the township, which funds the 
boat house under the Parks and Recre-
ation Department, has replaced aging 
and worn boats and equipment.

Kayaking along the Waterway has 
become a popular activity not only for 
township residents, but also for visitors 
to The Woodlands. Nunes said about 60 
percent of the Riva Row Boat House cus-
tomers hail from outside the township, 
with a large percentage of those visiting 
from foreign countries. 

“Really, that was part of the goal,”  
he said.

Growing

As with any financial decision, buyers are encouraged t    o do their own due diligence when selecting a 
home builder. Woodforest makes no representation or warranties on the quality of the homebuilders. 
Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. Realtors Welcome. 05/12

Where life Grows.

When it comes to master-planned communities in
Montgomery County, Woodforest is flexing plenty of muscle. 

With a 27-hole golf course for mom and dad. Parks, playgrounds
and a splash park for the kids. Miles of hike and bike trails
for the whole family. And shopping, dining, entertainment

and recreational activities - all just minutes away.

Woodforest has a powerful line up of new homes priced to suit
every lifestyle. You’ll find patio homes, homes with golf-course and

lake views, and amenity-filled custom homes on up to one-acre homesites.

Woodforest – growing stronger every day.

936-447-2800 · WoodforestTx.com
Homes from the $150s to $1 Million+f

Coventry Homes
Darling Homes

DR Horton
Highland Homes

Jeff Paul Custom Homes
Lennar Homes

Newmark Homes 
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Perry Homes
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Sullivan Signature Homes
Village Builders
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The Strong Firm P.C. | The Woodlands Waterway One | 10003 Woodloch Forest Drive, Suite 210
The Woodlands, 77380 | 281-367-1222 | www.thestrong rm.com

Licensed to practice by the Supreme Court of Texas. Not Certi� ed by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.

WE MEAN BUSINESS 
in THE WOODLANDS

Business Law & Contracts

Corporations, LLCs and Partnerships

Real Estate

Borrowing and Lending

Oil, Gas & Energy

International Investment 

Commercial Disputes

Wills, Trusts & Estates

Voted #1 Attorney, Lawyers & Legal Services 3 years running!

2012

Your Personal 
Assets Get 

Our Personal 
Attention.

www.fi rstvictoria.com

At First Victoria, keeping pace with your 
personal and professional banking 

needs is what we’re all about. That’s why 
our Wealth Management Services and 

PrivateBankers offer a unique and 
different brand of banking. Enjoy access 

to services ranging from the most routine 
banking needs to more complex investment, 

trust and insurance products1. 

To learn more about how we can create 
an “out of the box” solution for you, 

stop by our newest banking center 
at 1430 Research Forest Drive.

NOW OPEN
1430 Research Forest Dr.  
The Woodlands

Brad Bowman    
PrimeVest Investment Executive
Houston Area Market
281.599.6023

Jeannie Jennings    
Vice President 
PrivateBanking/Wealth Management
832.663.4507

Heidi Carney    
Vice President 
PrivateBanking/Wealth Management
832.663.4506

1 PrimeVest Financial Services, Inc. and First Victoria Insurance 
Agency: Not insured by the FDIC • Not a deposit • Not insured 
by any federal government agency • Not guaranteed by the 
bank • Subject to investment risks, including the possible loss 
of principal. Trust assets are not FDIC insured.

For comprehensive family care you can trust, turn to Family Medical Center at Klein Crossing.  

Dr. Sam Rolón and Dr. Antwar Harrell are here to provide everything from routine exams to 

treatment for chronic conditions. They are dedicated to helping your family achieve and maintain 

good health – for life. Saturday appointments are available. And for even greater convenience, 

they offer easy online scheduling. To schedule 

an appointment, please call 281-374-0011 or 

visit FamilyMedicalCenterKlein.com.

Your family’s health means  
everything to us.

Antwar Harrell, M.D. 
Board Certified in  
Internal Medicine

Sam Rolón, D.O. 
Board Certified in  
Family Medicine

Members of the Medical Staff at Tomball Regional Medical Center

6056 FM 2920  •  Spring

63242_TRMC_RolHar_10x6_04c_ml.indd   1 7/11/12   9:39 AM
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REGiONAL —Abridged stories from our Northwest houston and Tomball editions Full stories at impactnews.com

Majority of area residents commute for work
Tomball / Magnolia A majority of 
the jobs in the Tomball and Magnolia 
area are held by people living outside the 
region, while nearly 40 percent of the 
cities’ residents commute to Houston for 
work, according to research prepared by 
the Greater Houston Partnership. In total, 
there are 42,345 jobs in the Tomball and 
Magnolia area, which the GHP research 
defined as a 10-mile radius around Pine-
hurst. 

Leaders in both cities expect the num-
ber of total jobs and the number of jobs 
held by residents to increase in the next 
few years because of the expansion of the 
Grand Parkway and Hwy. 249 and the 
2014 opening of the 497,000-square foot 
ExxonMobil campus in Spring. 

Tomball is preparing for this growth with 
its 96.5-acre Business and Technology Park, 
which is expected to have shovel-ready sites 
in late 2013 and will look to attract com-
panies in the energy, oilfield and medical 
services industries. 

“We’re going to see a large growth in oil-
related jobs,” Tomball City Manager George 
Shackelford said. “With 30,000 people 

coming into the area with the ExxonMobil 
move, that’s going to be huge for the [entire 
region.]”

In Magnolia, city leaders are continuing 
work on a 20-year comprehensive plan to 
set guidelines for future growth.

“Our challenge is how do we combine a 
community where you get to live, work and 
play,” said Deborah Rose Miller,  Magnolia’s 
economic development coordinator.

Diversified housing
More than 70 percent of jobs in the 

Tomball and Magnolia area are held by 
workers living outside the region, and the 
reason most cited by city leaders is the lack 
of diverse housing options.

“When you look at the housing stock in 
Tomball, there’s two different spectrums: 
apartments and smaller lots in downtown 
and then larger, custom family homes,” 
said Kelly Violette, executive director of the 
Tomball Economic Development Corpora-
tion. “There’s not much for someone who is 
a young professional, and that’s one reason 
we have found why people work in the area 
but don’t live here.”

Violette said that the lack of housing 
options was one of the areas the city looked 
at when it completed its 20-year compre-
hensive plan in 2009.

“I would agree that there needs to be 
more affordable housing offered within 
the region,” said Bruce Hillegeist, president 
of the Tomball Chamber of Commerce. 
“There needs to be a mixture.”

In Magnolia, the school district is the 
largest employer and less than half of Mag-
nolia ISD’s staff live in the Magnolia area.

“I’m told by realtors that some of our 
teachers say there is not enough affordable 
housing in Magnolia,” Miller said. “There 
needs to be a better range in our housing 
prices.”

Industry growth 
According to the Greater Houston Part-

nership research, the largest number of jobs 
in the Tomball and Magnolia area are in the 
educational services industry with 9,790 
jobs; followed by health care with 5,096 
jobs; retail with 4,874 jobs; and manufac-
turing with 4,077 jobs. 
Full story by Emily Roberts

Top Stories

Northwest Houston The Texas 
Transportation Commission approved 
June 28 a $1.9 billion allocation in trans-
portation money, which will help several 
projects move forward in Northwest 
Houston.

More than $360 million of the alloca-
tion will go toward several segments of 
Hwy. 290 improvements, ranging from 
reconstruction of the Hwy. 290 and 
Loop 610 interchange to widened lanes 
along the corridor.

These new funds will accelerate the 
construction start times to earlier than 

New state funding to hasten work on Hwy. 290 
improvement projects

Transportation

originally planned, said Karen Othon, 
Hwy. 290 public information officer for the 
Texas Department of Transportation. All of 
Hwy. 290 between Loop 610 and the Grand 
Parkway is slated to be under construction 
by 2014, and it is estimated the project will 
be complete by late 2016.

The additional funds will make it pos-
sible to widen Hwy. 290 to 12 main lanes 
from west of Pinemont Drive to west of W. 
34th Street. The highway will be widened to 
10 main lanes with auxiliary lanes. 
Full story by Marie Leonard

Tricia Kemp 

3335 College Park Drive, Suite 400 • The Woodlands • 936-231-8902 • www.chocolatepunch.com

Opening in August

Total jobs in the Tomball 
and Magnolia area

are held by workers living 
outside the region42,345

70.9%

Waste management 
and remediation

All other

Accommodation 
and food services

Construction

Manufacturing

Retail

Health care

Education services
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Source: Greater 
houston Partnership

Blue Water Seafood
Northwest Houston Third-genera-
tion fisherman Brad Aplin learned from 
the best and now he feeds his fish to 
thousands at his family’s restaurant, Blue 
Water Seafood, which has three Houston 
locations.

“I’ve been involved in seafood my 
whole life,” Aplin said. 

The first restaurant opened in the 
Champions area off FM 1960 in 1996, 
followed by another on FM 2920 in 
Spring in 1999, and the third at Hwy. 290 
and FM 1960 in 2010. Aplin had some 
remodeling to do—the first restaurant 
was an old chicken place, he said. The 

Dining

Jo
hn
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g

second was an old barbecue joint, and the 
third served Mexican food. But the busi-
ness of seafood seems to be faring well, and 
Aplin has a hook in two more potential 
areas—Katy and FM 1488.
Full story by Kimberly Morgan

The Fisherman’s Platter features favorites such as 
fried catfish and is sure to satisy any patron.  
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REAL ESTATE

Panther Creek
The Woodlands – 77381

Build-out year: Ongoing

Number of builders: 15

Square footage: 1,200–8,000

Home values: $90,000–$2,000,000

Number of homes: 4,000

Amenities: Easy access to i-45, Lake 
Woodlands, numerous parks, hike and bike trails

Nearby attractions: Northshore and 
Southshore Parks, Panther Creek Shopping 
Center, two community swimming pools

Property taxes: 
Conroe iSD 1.2950000 
Montgomery County 0.4838000 
Montgomery County hospital Dist. 0.0745000 
Montgomery County MUD 40 0.1800000 
Lone Star College System 0.1210000 
The Woodlands Township 0.3250000 
 
Total (per $100 value)                     2.479300

 
Schools: 
Glen Loch Elementary (PK–4) 
Sally K Ride Elementary (K–4) 
Collins intermediate (5–6) 
Wilkerson intermediate (5–6) 
McCullough Junior high School (7–8) 
Knox Junior high School (7–8) 
The Woodlands College Park high School (9–12) 
The Woodlands high School (9–12)

11 Bitterwood Court $126,000
2 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,051 sq. ft.
Agent: Kim Richardson, Kim Richardson & Co  
281-362-5234

26 Reflection Point $274,900
2 Bedroom / 3 Bath 1938 sq. ft.
Agent: Rebecca Riggins, Better homes and 
Gardens, Gary Green   281-367-3531

37 Sweetleaf Court $399,999
3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 3,023 sq. ft.
Agent: Julie Pflueger, Keller Williams Realty 
281-364-1588

1 Destiny Cove $1,775,000
4 Bedroom / 4 Bath 6000 sq. ft.
Agent: Beth Ferester, Coldwell Banker  
281-363-2500

Data compiled by 
Haley Garcia-Laubenstein

Signature Living Properties

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

40 10 63

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

155 1,245/10,659 $79,250/$3,800,000

On the market  (As of July 31, 2012)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (August 1, 2011–July 31, 2012)

Market Data The Woodlands
On the market  (July 1–31)

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market for the last 6 months

77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

Less than $149,999 8/114 10/49 — — 4/70 9/108 27/75

$150,000–$199,999 11/116 17/87 9/44 6/60 15/56 12/106 23/45

$200,000–$299,999 8/61 37/43 48/63 17/60 30/63 63/82 46/98

$300,000–$399,999 4/123 22/84 26/41 22/100 8/62 21/72 50/83

$400,000–$499,999 3/55 11/60 14/58 11/165 3/168 5/59 32/149

$500,000–$599,999 4/45 6/27 12/45 — — — 21/77

$600,000–$799,999 4/155 4/61 22/36 — 1/114 — 29/96

$800,000–$999,999 8/101 5/140 20/158 1/149 1/271 1/452 11/102

$1 million + 22/125 10/145 38/165 — 2/354 — 22/169

Month

Number of homes sold/Average Price

77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

July 2011 18/$240,405 62/$294,963 98/$371,598 20/$226,727 30/$159,971 55/$154,309 50/$329,372

July 2012 11/$243,000 55/$358,539 77/$468,175 14/$264,858 25/$170,091 56/$181,560 45/$322,684

June 2012 14/$448,866 57/$361,117 110/$438,341 25/$262,566 28/$172,932 54/$164,926 52/$340,821

May 2012 24/$480,000 62/$361,000 63/$425,000 19/$259,000 22/$151,000 71/$179,000 44/$291,000

Apr. 2012 22/$267,544 57/$361,467 65/$469,439 18/$248,007 21/$154,107 62/$216,842 39/$328,238

Mar. 2012 15/$532,000 44/$305,000 56/$425,000 24/$282,000 26/$137,000 66/$172,000 48/$370,000

Feb. 2012 10/$183,090 27/$390,011 30/$442,811 8/$296,437 20/$152,116 67/$210,069 30/$290,819

Jan. 2012 13/$287,800 23/$269,143 24/$629,753 12/$262,112 10/$148,278 41/$191,144 34/$246,258

Dec. 2011 23/$591,676 43/$320,198 40/$381,885 17/$241,982 23/$153,821 71/$177,411 41/$331,886

Monthly home sales

8505 TECHNOLOGY FOREST PLACE, SUITE 803  |  THE WOODLANDS, TEXAS 77381

www.SignatureLivingProperties.com
936-447-9625 

R E A L  E S TAT E  C O N S U LT I N G  AT  I T S  F I N E S T

14 Candlepine
The Woodlands • $399,500

 46 S. Pinto Point
Creekside • $373,000

115 S. Abrams Circle
The Woodlands • $295,000

28434 Shining Creek
Spring • $345,500

23 Moatwood
The Woodlands • $929,000

18 Willowcrest
The Woodlands • $1,085,000

Haley Garcia-Laubenstein
Broker/Owner

haley@haleygarcia.com

Map not to scale
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Coupons Inside
Dining
Pit Master BBQ ......................................30

Health & Beauty
Legends Sports Complex .......................29
Peace, Love, Herbs ................................28

Home & Garden
All Floors & More ...................................31
Fall Home & Garden Show .....................29 
Lawn Ranger  ........................................28
Sears  ....................................................28

Retail
Coffeeicon.com ......................................30

Services
Ace Fence ..............................................29
Air of The Woodlands .............................30
Native Texas Landscape  ........................31
Woodlands Tree Removal .......................31

$2 off show admission.  
See page 29.

Up to 20% off all Kenmore 
appliances. See page 28.

$65 off any any repair over 
$300. See page 30.

Free estimates on tree 
services. See page 31.

Find more local coupons online at impactdeals.com

FIND
MORE DEALS ONLINENOW

713-467-1125  • 281-897-0001
 •  W W W. W I R E D E S . C O M

Having the right generator installed in your home is the key to an easy mind during any storm 
or power outage. Wired Electrical Services will do a turnkey installation of your generator.

ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
• Panel Upgrades
• New Construction
• Home Inspections
• Troubleshooting

• Remodeling
• Repair & Service
• Structured Wiring
•Landscape Lighting

he key to an easy mind during any storm

$30 OFF
Your Next Service Call

Limited time offer. Limit one per address 
per year. Not to be combined with any other 

discount or offer.

Master #100394 TECL #22809

Electrical Services

GENERATORS  • AUTOMATIC STANDBY FOR YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS

Life is better
powerwith

Ha ing the right generator inst

Up to
10 Year
Warranty

*call for details

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Air Conditioning · Heating · Water 
Heaters · Residential & Commercial
Servicing All Makes & Models

Licensed, Insured & Bonded Lic. # TACLB014135E

$4995

21 Point A/C 
Check-Up 

With coupon. Not valid 
Sundays, Holidays, after 

hours, with any other offer 
or coupon.

Expires 9/14/12

$20 

OFF
Diagnostic Fee
With coupon. Not valid 

Sundays, Holidays, after 
hours, with any other offer 

or coupon.
Expires 9/14/12

$100 

OFF
Purchase & Installation 

of any Equipment
With coupon. Not valid 

Sundays, Holidays, after 
hours, with any other offer 

or coupon.
Expires 9/14/12

$65 

OFF
Any Repair Over $300

With coupon. Not valid 
Sundays, Holidays, after 

hours, with any other offer 
or coupon.

Expires 9/14/12

True 24 Hour 
Emercengy Service

Financing W.A.C.

Trurue 2e 2224 H4 44 our 
EmeEmeE rcerc ngygy Service

Financin

· Family Owned & Operated 
· 10 Year Parts & Labor 
  Warranty Available
· 24 Hour Emergency Service
· Fast, Courteous Service on 
  All Makes & Models 
· Never An Overtime Charge
· Senior Citizen Discount 
· Annual Preventative 
  Maintenance Contracts
· Real Estate Inspections

281-370-4999

AIR OF THE WOODLANDS
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Voted #1 Lawn Services Company in The Woodlands

 Lawn Ranger 
Company, Inc.

Lawn 
Maintenance 
Division
• Lawn Maintenance
• Landscape 
   Maintenance
• Irrigation Repairs

Green Lawn
System
Fertilization
Pest & Disease Control
• Turf
• Ornamentals
• Shrubs
• Trees / Shrubs

Landscape 
Division
• Enhancements
• Color Installation
• Color Change
• Shrub Beds 
• Mulch
• Cleanups

of

R

Place
st

2012 1

Voted:
Best Landscaper
Best Irrigation
Best Grass, Dirt & Mulch
Best Lawn Services

A special thanks to our 
wonderful customers 

and talented employees

Call for a FREE Estimate & Lawn Analysis

281.681.1025 {0} 
281.419.5311 {F}

www.lawnrangercompany.com

$10 OFF
Chinch 

Bug 
Treatment 
Expires: 9/14/12

Offer code: CIN

Peace, Love, Herbs ...
TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR HEALTH & WELL-BEINGOUR HEALTH & WWEELLLL-BBEING

Your source for natural 

herbal supplements, 

teas, essential oils, 

incense, diffusers, 

crystals, jewelry and 

gifts. We also offer 

Reiki, ear candling, and 

slimming herbal wraps.$5 OFF 
Purchase of $25 or More

Offer expires 9-14-12

Ku
yk

en
da

hl 

Rd.

Research 
Forest

8021 Research Forest Dr., Ste. C1

The Woodlands, 77382

281-419-8500
peaceloveherbs@gmail.com

DESIGN CONSULTATION

& ESTIMATEFREE
• Flagstone Patios

• Pools / Ponds / Water Falls

• Outdoor Kitchens / Firepits

• Landscape Design & Installation

• Pavers / Stamped Concrete

• Sprinkler Systems

• Landscape Lighting

• Pergolas / Arbors

• Patio Covers 

2635 Old Louetta Loop (1.5m West of I-45 on Louetta) 281•651•1971
www.NativeTexasLandscapes.net

OWNED AND OPERATED BY: TIM MORELAND

THE WOODLANDS
4775 W. PANTHER CREEK DR. • THE WOODLANDS, TX 77381 • 281-292-8779
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www.thelegendssportscomplex.com

· Birthday Parties
· Corporate Events
· Team Building 
· Wedding Events
· Staff Development Days
· Fund-raisers

· Parent/Child Events
· Media Events
· Photo Shoots
· Business Expos
· Field Trips
· Boxing Matches 

· Martial Arts
· Wrestling Events
· Trade Shows 
· Product Launches
· College Fairs
· Car Shows

L egends is the perfect meeting and entertainment destination, a 
remarkable local venue for corporate team building, company 
picnics, parties and celebrations, and trade shows. We provide 

live entertainment, interactive events, and meeting space, and 
provide an environment for memorable experiences to make lasting 
differences for our members, neighbors, and community.

602 Pruitt Rd. Spring, TX 77380

info@thelegendssportscomplex.com | (281) 298-5700

Private Parti�  
& Events

14 FREEDAYS AT LEGENDS  
14 FREEDAYS AT LEGENDS Present this coupon and receive a 14-day complimentary trial to our facilities. Expires 9/14/12 

COME TRY US OUT!

While They 
Do This!

You can do th� ...
Parents Night Out
Saturday Night

6pm-11pm

SERVING THE WOODLANDS-TOMBALL-MAGNOLIA AREA FOR OVER 35 YEARS

“A Fence to You,
   a Reputation to Us.”
281-356-2496 • www.acefence.com

10% 
End of Summer Sale

With coupon only. Expires 9/14/12

FREE ESTIMATES

We hear you loud and clear.
Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local coupons. Available every day, where you live, work and play!
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Pit-Master BBQ Brisket House 
& Pig Stand

842 Rayford Rd • 77386 at the 
Railroad Tracks • (281) 362-1111

Tuesday - Saturday 11 AM - 9 PM
Sunday 11:30 AM - 7 PM

Closed Monday

Pit-Master BBQ Cafe
343 Sawdust Rd • 77380 • 

(281) 419-3644
Monday - Saturday 11 AM - 9 PM

Closed Sunday

Buy 1 BBQ Plate and 
Receive a 2nd BBQ Plate 
or Sandwich of Equal or 

Lesser Value

e 
r 1/2 off! One coupon per 

table. DINE IN 
ONLY. Up to a $8.95 

value. Expires 
9/14/12

www.pitmasterbbq.netwww.pitmasterbbq.net

B B QVoted Best  
IN The WoodlandsThe Woodlands

FOR A REASON2010  • 2011 • 2012

B B Q

SLOW Smoked Meats•Memphis Pulled Pork & Ribs•Texas 
Brisket•Sausage•Chicken & Turkey•Fabulous Side 

Orders•Family Packs

Let us Cater Your Next PartyLet us Cater Your Next Party

Air Conditioning · Heating · Water 
Heaters · Residential & Commercial
Servicing All Makes & Models

Licensed, Insured & Bonded Lic. # TACLB014135E

$4995

21 Point A/C 
Check-Up 

With coupon. Not valid 
Sundays, Holidays, after 

hours, with any other offer 
or coupon.

Expires 9/14/12

$20 

OFF
Diagnostic Fee
With coupon. Not valid 

Sundays, Holidays, after 
hours, with any other offer 

or coupon.
Expires 9/14/12

$100 

OFF
Purchase & Installation 

of any Equipment
With coupon. Not valid 

Sundays, Holidays, after 
hours, with any other offer 

or coupon.
Expires 9/14/12

$65 

OFF
Any Repair Over $300

With coupon. Not valid 
Sundays, Holidays, after 

hours, with any other offer 
or coupon.

Expires 9/14/12

True 24 Hour 
Emercengy Service

Financing W.A.C.

Trurue 2e 2224 H4 44 our 
EmeEmeE rcerc ngygy Service

Financin

· Family Owned & Operated 
· 10 Year Parts & Labor 
  Warranty Available
· 24 Hour Emergency Service
· Fast, Courteous Service on 
  All Makes & Models 
· Never An Overtime Charge
· Senior Citizen Discount 
· Annual Preventative 
  Maintenance Contracts
· Real Estate Inspections

281-370-4999

AIR OF THE WOODLANDS
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CARPET • TILE • LAMINATE • WOOD • GRANITE COUNTERTOPS • BLINDS

L I F E T I M E  I N S T A L L A T I O N  W A R R A N T Y

Your Neighborhood Flooring Store!Your Neighborhood Flooring Store!ALL
FLOORS&MORE

 We Will Bring the 
    Showroom to You!

 FREE In Home 
    Estimates!

 12 Months Same 
    As Cash!

 Lower Prices 
    GUARANTEED

 Family Owned & Operated

 Certi� ed Installers

 All USA Products

THE WOODLANDS, MAGNOLIA: 832-934-2688
CONROE, MONTGOMERY: 936-588-0032

TOMBALL, CYPRESS, SPRING: 281-857-6851

1ST QUALITY 1ST QUALITY
Shaw Laminate

40 oz. Carpet

Granite Countertops

Shaw Handscraped
Lifetime Warranty Wood

Any Purchase
 of $1,500 or More

Starting 
at

Per Square Foot • Installed

Per Square Foot • Installed

Per Square Foot • Installed

Per Square Foot • Installed
Including Pad and All Trim

Memory Foam Spill Proof Pad & 
Removal of Old Carpet Included

Including 1 ½” Bullnose
PLUS FREE SINK

Includes All Trim

$3.29 $1.79

$32

$5.99
With coupon. Expires 9/14/12 With coupon. Expires 9/14/12

Minimum purchase of 55 sq. ft. 
With coupon. Expires 9/14/12

With coupon. Expires 9/14/12

With coupon. Not valid with any other 
offers Expires 9/14/12

Get Your New Fl� �  
Installed Today 
and Pay La� r

$100 
OFF

Per Square Foot • Installed
Includes carpet removal 

and all trim
With coupon. Expires 9/14/12

8mm Handscraped 
Real Wood Look Laminate

NEW PRICE!

$3.99

www.WoodlandsTreeRemoval.com
281-210-3333

AFFORDABLE Pricing and Quick Turn Around
No Job too BIG or too small

Licensed and Insured

Emergency Tree Services • Certifi ed Licensed Arborist

• Tree Removal

• Tree Trimming

• Stump Grinding

• Treat trees for Insects and Disease

• Hazardous Tree Assessment

• Tree Fertilization

• Tree Cabling and Bracing

FREE
ESTIMATES

gggggggggggggg
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