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Dead trees pose risk in natural disasters

The Woodlands considered a stop on Houston-to-Dallas route

High-speed rail gaining steam

By Brian Walzel and Marie Leonard
Plans for a high-speed rail line connect-

ing Houston with the Dallas-Fort Worth 
region are slowly gaining momentum as 
local and state agencies, both public and 
private, explore options on how best to 
build a potential line. Those options include 
from where the funding may come  and 
where the line would be built.

The America 2050 report, conducted by 
the Texas Transportation Institute, a mem-
ber of the Texas A&M University System 
charged with solving transportation chal-
lenges, ranked the Houston-to-Dallas cor-
ridor first in terms of the need for a high-
speed, intercity passenger rail. 

“There is a need for the rail connection 
between Houston and Dallas-Fort Worth 
because they are two of the fastest growing 
regions in the entire country,” said Mau-
reen Crocker, executive director of the Gulf 
Coast Rail District. “The main connector 
between the two is I-45 North, and there 
are sections that are extremely congested. 
If population and demand for those routes 

keeps going, the airlines won’t be able to 
meet those needs.”

Local impact
According to a report prepared by the 

Texas Department of Transportation, a 
train on a Houston to Dallas-Fort Worth 
connector route would average speeds of 
150 miles per hour, with routes running 
every 15 to 20 minutes. 

Miles McKinney, manager of Legislative 
Affairs and Transportation for The Wood-
lands Township, said local transportation 
planners are hoping for a rail stop in The 
Woodlands.

“Maybe the first stop [from Houston] 
could be around The Woodlands,” he said. 
“It would certainly be beneficial to travelers. 
It would be easier to get on here and go to 
Dallas rather than take a taxi and go to the 
airport.”

McKinney said if the eventual route were 
to bypass The Woodlands, it may not be 
beneficial to local travelers.

“If it didn’t stop in The Woodlands, then 

By Brian Walzel and Christine Hall
The tens of thousands of dead 

trees scattered throughout The 
Woodlands are causing some 
amount of anxiety among com-
munity leaders as the Gulf Coast 
heads into the August and Sep-
tember hurricane season. In addi-
tion to the danger that high winds 
pose, the thousands of trees, 
whether dead or alive, could serve 
to add fuel to a wildfire in an area 

that knows well the dangers fires 
pose.

According to a report prepared 
by The Woodlands Township, 
about 16 percent of the 1.8 million 
trees in The Woodlands are dead. 
Thousands are being removed by 
the township; some are being cut 
down by property owners, some 
are toppling on their own and 
many are falling because of high 
winds and storms.

John Powers, the township’s 
assistant general manager for 
community services, said they 
are aware of the dangers the large 
number of dead trees pose in the 

event of a natural disaster such as 
a hurricane or wildfire.

“We’re concerned,” he said. 
“That’s why our plan is to remove 
all of the hazardous trees as 
quickly as possible and focus on 
those that are big and have the 
most propensity for damage. We 
would like to have everything 
wrapped up before the start of 
hurricane season.”

Storm scare
The Woodlands received a clear 

reminder on June 12 of the dan-
gers the thousands of dead trees 

how far [away] does it stop?” he said. “If it 
was too far to drive, then you would have to 
come back the other direction.”

McKinney said neither the Township nor 
the Woodlands Chamber of Commerce’s 

Mobility Team have had any direct involve-
ment with a high-speed rail project, but 
remain interested.

“If something comes up down the line, 
See Rail | 15

See Trees | 16A June 12 storm wreaked havoc on Woodlands roads and pathways.
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7 hours $50.15By Automobile

houston to dallas by plane, train or automobile

By plane

By train

This graphic shows the time, distance and cost associated with traveling roundtrip to downtown 
Dallas from The Woodlands by airplane, automobile, or a proposed high-speed rail line. 

1 Includes time driving to and from Bush Intercontinental Airport and Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport 2 Includes miles driving 
to and from IAH and DFW 3 Includes airline ticket average of $388.50, gas, tolls and parking 4Texas Central High Speed Rail estimate 
5 Estimate based on trip calculator at gasbuddy.com Sources: Texas Central High Speed Rail, continental.com, gasbuddy.com, TxDOT
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County Attorney Q&A | 17                     
Lambright, Rainey talk key issues 
ahead of July 31 run-off election
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Bay Area

Katy

Texas Medical Center
Sugar Land

The Woodlands

FindYourMDAnderson.comAppointments Available 713.745.9940

in The Woodlands
Making Cancer History®

MD Anderson is Making Cancer History® in The Woodlands.  
Our team of the world’s leading cancer experts is focused 
only on you and your cancer. We can guide you through 
advanced MD Anderson treatment options including surgery, 
radiation, chemotherapy, clinical trials and support services. 
We’ll customize a plan just for you and keep you close to your 
friends and family. Choose MD Anderson in The Woodlands. 
Find Your MD Anderson today.
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It was 4 o’clock on a 
Tuesday afternoon, and I 
was on my way from Gro-
gan’s Mill Road to Panther 
Creek Shopping Center 
for a business meeting. 
The rain and winds picked 

up as I turned onto Woodlands Parkway 
and suddenly the traffic came to a total 
standstill.

Winds gusting more than 40 miles per 
hour blew trees over, blocking traffic and 
making the short 1 mile drive to my desti-
nation take more than an hour.

The thunderstorm that hit The Wood-
lands last month reminded us all of the 
real dangers that the enormous number 
of dead trees pose to our community. This 
storm was just a precursor of what could 
happen if another hurricane or forest fire 
occurs.

Many of us bought our homes in The 
Woodlands because of the scenic qual-
ity. They are what define our market. The 

Connect Online

Check out the new and improved 
impactnews.com

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/wdl-facebook

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_wdl

Find local coupons online at  
impactdeals.com

Easily browse or search news articles from your 
community or across the state.

Stay informed with daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information.

Learn about upcoming events with the community  
calendar.

Make your voice heard by commenting on articles or 
participating in online polls.

On the web

Oak Ridge implements water restrictions
Despite recent rains, Oak Ridge North is asking 
its residents to cut back on watering their lawns.

Township sales tax revenue $2 million 
ahead of last year
Township on pace to earn more than $31 million 
in sales tax revenue in 2012.

On the town

Patios Latin Cuisine 
Patios brings a spicy, new edge to the  
well-known flavors people love.  
Covetable Cupcakes

Read a list of the best places 
to find delectable cupcakes 
in The Woodlands, North-
west houston, Tomball and 
Magnolia

impactnews.com/houston-metro/on-the-town

drought of 2011 killed more than 52,000 
trees. 

In this month’s issue we delve into the 
depth of this problem and what our com-
munity leaders are doing to alleviate the 
hazards that so many dead trees hold for 
us: mobility problems, people and homes 
threatened by falling trees and fires raging 
like they did in Magnolia last summer.

While attending The Woodlands 
Chamber Mobility monthly meeting, we 
frequently hear discussions of mass tran-
sit. Also in this issue we examine the latest 
plans for high-speed rail between Dallas 
and Houston and the effect it might have 
on our area.

Please let us know of issues that you and 
your neighbors are concerned about. Your 
feedback and input is appreciated.



4 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • The Woodlands Edition

Spring StuebnerR d.

Bou
dr

ea
ux

 R
d.

.

45

iMPACTS

14881488

1488

2978

2978
Br

an
ch

 C
ro

ss
in

g 
Dr.

W
. R

ay
fo

rd
 R

d.
 

K
uy

ke
nd

ah
l R

d
. 

hufsmith Rd.

Kuykendahl-hufsmith Rd.

Woodlands Pkwy.

Flintridge Dr. P
anther Creek

45

45

Map not to scale

The Woodlands

N
orthcrest D

r.

242

242

Robinson 
Rd.

Blueberry
hill Dr.

G
o

sl
in

g 
R

d
.

Lake Woodlands Dr.

G
le

n 
Lo

ch
 D

r.

Sawdust R
d.

S. Millbend Dr.

Creekside Forest Dr.

h
anna R

d.

Rayford Rd.

Hardy
TOLL

Shenandoah

Research Forest Dr.

G
rogan’s M

ill R
d.

2

B
ud

d
e 

R
d

.

and interior design. She also helps with 
administrative tasks, event planning, 
transportation arrangements and more at 
varying hourly rates. 281-205-3732,  
www.texastodolist.com

5  Realtors Tiffany Dalton and Angela 
Clegg opened Vesta Real Estate at The 
Woodlands Market Street, 9595 Six Pines 
Drive, Ste. 8210. The company offers 
property previewing, neighborhood 
touring, marketing plans, property 
management and home pricing 
evaluations in The Woodlands, Magnolia 
and Conroe areas. 281-826-1156,  
www.vestarealestateco.com

Providing on-the-go car services to 
The Woodlands, Spring, Magnolia and 
Conroe areas, PureVapor Green Mobile 
Auto Detailing and Wash opened in 
April. The mobile business offers a 
variety of services, including detailing, 
washing and cleaning with hand wax, 
steam, clay bar treatment and finishing 
polish at varying prices. Owner Tyler 
Fall said the shop has non-hazardous 
materials and environmentally friendly 
steam machines, which use as little as 

Now Open

1  Hummingbird Tea Room and 
Bakery opened for business June 6 at 
Colonnade of The Woodlands, 30420 
FM 2978. The restaurant offers breakfast 
and lunch food options with English-
themed cakes, pastries, iced and hot teas, 
smoothies, lattes, and other foods made 
with local ingredients. Owner Nasim 
Bell said many of the furniture pieces in 
the restaurant are bought locally and are 
environmentally friendly. 281-419-8362, 
www.hummingbirdtearoom.com

2  Trader Joe’s has opened at The 
Woodlands Crossing Shopping 
Center, 10868 Kuykendahl Road. The 
13,500-square-foot specialty store 
offers domestic and imported foods and 
beverages, including breakfast, lunch and 
dinner items ranging from organic whole 
grain drinks to international entrées. The 
grocer has a variety of vegan, fat-free, 
quick meal and low-sodium products. 
281-465-0254, www.traderjoes.com

3  Pinkberry Frozen Yogurt opened 
June 8 at The Woodlands Mall, 1201 

Lake Woodlands Drive, Ste. 1156. The 
menu features fresh quality yogurts in 
six flavors, toppings, cones, fruit parfaits, 
fruit bowls and smoothies. The location 
also offers catering options, nutrition 
information, kosher choices and 
fundraising opportunities.  
www.pinkberry.com

4  Meals Fit 4 Life is open at 8000 
McBeth Way, Ste. 110. The store sells 
prepackaged nutritious meal options for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner as well as 
fresh salads and snacks. The location also 
offers a full organic juice bar, organic 
fruits and vegetables, mostly gluten-free 
foods, grass-fed meat, and free range 
chicken. 281-719-0139,  
www.mealsfit4life.com

Offering personal concierge services, 
Texas Todo List opened in May. Owner 
Danielle Betz said the business is an on-
call personal assistant service and does 
not have a storefront. Betz runs errands 
such as grocery shopping, gift wrapping, 
and item pick-ups and deliveries. 
She makes an array of house calls, 
including pet services, organization 
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Associates

Thomas M. Fountain has been Board 
Certifi ed in Personal Injury Trial Law by the 

Texas Board of  Legal Specialization since 
1987. No other certifi cation implied.

 HOW MAY WE BE OF 
ASSISTANCE TO YOU?

Small Business Formation & Representation 
Wills &Trusts | Family Law

HOA Representation 

Litigation, including Aviation, Transportation, 
Real Estate, Toxic Torts & Negligence

A Professional Corporation

On September 27, 2012, 
Thomas M. Fountain & 

Associates, P.C. 
will present a 

FREE seminar 
to our community at 
a Woodlands/South 
County Chamber of  

Commerce 
Sponsored Event:
“How to Eff ectively 

Negotiate Your Storm 
Claim with your 

Adjuster”
For Reservations Email: 
leah.forney@woodlandschamber.org

10077 Grogans Mill Rd. Suite 260
The Woodlands, TX 77380-1029

Tel: 281-296-6500 | Fax: 281-296-6544
www.HoustonTrialLaw.com
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The specialty grocer Trader Joe’s opened its first Texas location at The Woodlands Crossing in June.

2

Compiled by Brian Walzel and Liza Winkler

The knit and crochet shop, iPurl, will open in July.

11

C
o

ur
te

sy
 iP

ur
l

C
o

ur
te

sy
 T

ra
d

er
 J

o
e’

s

Blueberry
hill Dr.

Rayford Rd.

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email wdlnews@impactnews.com.

one gallon of water per car. 832-538-3311,  
www.purevapordetailing.com

6  Rock Orthopedic and Hand Center 
opened at Kuykendahl Medical Plaza, 
10847 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. 350 on 
April 10. Dr. Robert A. Launikitis 
operates the business, which specializes 
in orthopedic surgery, including carpal 
tunnel release, endoscopy, back pain, 
hip and knee replacements, and spinal 
fusion. 281-653-6996.

7  Located at Kuykendahl Medical 
Plaza, 10847 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. 
150, Creekside Surgery Center is open. 
The center provides regular hospital 
functions and ambulatory surgery 
operations. 281-292-5620. 
 
Coming Soon 
 
8  College Park Medical Plaza, 

located at 3117 College Park Drive, is 
scheduled to open on Feb. 1, 2013. 
Developed by D’Agostino Companies, 
the 30,000-square-foot medical office 
features proximity to retail, residential 
and medical facilities of the area with 
a variety of medical offices on site. The 
building is adjacent to St. Luke’s The 
Woodlands Hospital. 281-367-2220, 
www.dagostinocompanies.com

9  Kelly M. LeBlanc, D.D.S. will open 
a second dentist office in mid-August 
at Colonnade of The Woodlands, 30420 
FM 2978, Ste. 350. The facility offers 
cosmetic and preventive dentistry with 
procedures such as porcelain veneers, 
teeth whitening, digital x-rays, cosmetic 
imaging, Temporomandibular Joint 
disorder treatment and full mouth 
reconstruction. The office has another 
location at 8678 Louetta Road, Ste. A, 
Spring. 281-376-3959,  
www.leblancdds.com

10  Offering classes and programs for 
newborns to six-year-olds, Kidville will 
open at Cochran’s Crossing Shopping 
Center, 4747 Research Forest Drive in 
August. The establishment offers a wide 

variety of activities for kids, including 
art, cooking, enrichment, gym, music 
and dance programs, birthday events, 
camps, and pre-school alternatives.  
281-823-9259, www.kidville.com

11  Owner Debbie Haymark will open 
iPurl in July at 3335 College Park Drive, 
Ste. 450. The shop provides specialty 
knit and crochet yarn with regular, sock 
and novelty variations in several types, 
such as Araucania, Kollage and Euro 
Yarns. The location also offers knitting 
and crochet classes and an open knitting 
group table as well as needles and 
handbags. 936-242-1031, www.ipurl.us 

12  Leased from Hunington Properties, 
Inc. and planned for an opening during 
the coming months at The Shops at 
Alden Bridge, 3759 FM 1488, is the 
fourth Woodlands location of CVS. The 
store offers an assortment of products 
for babies and children, beauty, diet 
and nutrition, households, medicine, 
personal care, skin care, and vitamins. 
The facility also has a pharmacy to fill 
prescriptions and a photo center.  
713-623-6944, www.cvs.com

13  Great Clips will open a location at 
The Shops at Alden Bridge, 3759 FM 
1488 from leasing agent Hunington 
Properties, Inc. in the coming months. 
The salon offers haircuts with no 
appointments necessary as well as a 
variety of hair product lines for men, 
women and children. The shop also 
offers gift cards and a free online check-
in application for salon appointments. 
713-623-6944, www.greatclips.com

14  A third Woodlands-area Red Mango 
location will open at The Shops at Alden 
Bridge, 3759 FM 1488 within the next few 
months through a lease with Hunington 
Properties, Inc. The restaurant offers 
frozen yogurt and smoothie options 
that are made with fresh, all-natural and 
gluten-free ingredients. The location will 
also feature probiotic beverages, artisan 
hot chocolate and fruit parfaits.  
713-623-6944, www.redmangousa.com

15  Iglesia De Dios Redoma De Aceite 
(Flask of Oil Church) will open at 27350 
Blueberry Hill Drive, Suites 3 and 4. 
Pastor Eli Alfaro will head the Spanish-
language church, which is a member 
congregation with Interfaith of The 
Woodlands. www.woodlandsinterfaith.org 
 
Relocation 

16  Owners Doreen King and Tiffany 
Choate have relocated Diva Boutique 
from 6700 Woodlands Parkway, Ste. 140, 
to 4526 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 125. 
The boutique offers jeans, tops, bottoms, 
lingerie, dresses, shoes, home accessories 
and gifts for women, with brands such 
as True Religion, Miss Me and Joseph 
Ribkoff. 281-364-7467,  
www.shopdivaboutique.com

3rd Annual iGoPink

25511 Budde Road | The Woodlands, 77380  | 281.292.6100 | www.brownstoneoffi cecondos.com 

Build Equity;
Why PAY Rent?{ {Providing today’s smart business owners with 

quality offi ce ownership. Don’t throw away money 
each month on rent. Call us and own today! 

NEW!
2,300 sq. ft. 

plan

Hummingbird Tea Room is now open on FM 2978.
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July

13–14, 20–22 Anything Goes
Class Act Productions presents “Anything 
Goes,” featuring music and lyrics by Cole 
Porter. The  musical theatre play tells the 
story of the S.S. American crew out at sea 
with singing sailors, a disguise, true love and 
blackmail. 7:30 p.m., 2:30 p.m. (Sunday). 
$18 (students and seniors), $23 (adults), $28 
(premium). The Woodlands College Park 
Theatre, 3701 College Park Drive.  
281-292-6779. www.classactproductions.org

13–14 Peter Pan
A live theater adaption of “Peter Pan” features 
the story of a troublemaking little boy who 
can fly named Peter, Wendy, as Peter’s sister, 
the island of Neverland, Tinker Bell, the Lost 
Boys and the pirate  Captain hook. 7:30 p.m. 
(Friday and Saturday), 2 p.m. (Saturday). 
$7 (students), $10 (seniors), $15 (regular 
admission). Lone Star College–Montgomery, 
Mainstage Theatre, 5000 Research Forest 
Drive. 832-813-6500.  
www.lonestar.edu/montgomery

14 Movie Night
Grab a bathing suit and your favorite theater 
snacks and head over to the Cranebrook Pool 
for the Dive-in Movie Night entertainment 
series showcasing family-friendly movies. The 
feature movie will be “Puss in Boots.” 8 p.m. 
(pool opens), 8:30 p.m. (movie starts). $5, 
free (ages 3 and younger). 11800 Cranebrook 
Drive. 281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

16–20 Hip-Hop Karate Chop  
Summer Camp
The Little Gym of The Woodlands hosts a 
week of kid-friendly karate and hip-hop dance 
skills classes. The sessions feature dance 
and martial arts elements. 1:15–4:15 p.m. 
(Monday, Wednesday and Friday), 9 a.m.–
Noon (Tuesday and Thursday). $35 (one day), 
$68 (two days), $96 (three days), $124 (four 
days), $145 (five days). Ages 3–8. The Little 
Gym, 17947 i-45 S., Ste. 202.  
936-321-2828. www.tlgwoodlandstx.com

16–20 Youth Fencing Summer Camp
The Woodlands Fencing Academy features 
the Youth Fencing Summer Camp. The camp 
introduces the sport of Olympic fencing in 
a welcoming environment. 9 a.m.–2 p.m. 
$275, $25 (equipment fee). Ages 8–12. The 
Woodlands Fencing Academy, 2227 Golden 
Road. 832-482-3188.  
www.woodlandsfencingacademy.com

17–19, 24–26, 31– August 
2, 7–9 Chocolate Making Camp
The Schakolad Chocolate Factory hosts 
the 2012 Chocolate Making Camp. This 
event includes candy-making kid workshops 
for chocolate shapes, dipping cookies, 
pretzels, chocolate covered popcorn, pizzas, 
strawberries and more. Morning sessions will 
be on July 17–19, July 24–26 and July 31–
Aug. 2. An afternoon session is available Aug. 
7–9. Additional camp dates are scheduled 
for August. 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. (morning), 
2–4:30 pm. (afternoon).  $115. Ages 7 and up. 
Schakolad Chocolate Factory, 1500 Research 
Forest Drive. 281-292-9900.  
www.schakolad.com/store27

July 20, August 3  
The Gorilla Hole
The Woodlands Township Recreation Center 
will be hosting The Gorilla hole social program 
that provides indoor and outdoor activities, 

CALENDAR

July 28

By Liza Winkler

With school out for the summer, families in The Woodlands area may be looking for some fun 
ways to keep their children entertained and active at the South Montgomery County YMCA.

The 16th annual Kiwanis Kids Triathlon offers swimming, cycling and running events for those 
ages 7–12 at local YMCA campuses.

Triathlon participants 7–9 years old will swi 50 meters, bike one mile and run a quarter mile. 
Attendees ages 10–12 will swim 100 meters, bike two miles and run a half mile. Athletes will 
receive a medal, T-shirt and goodie bag for participation. The top three boys and top three 
girls from each age group will receive trophies.

The event continues to grow each year with an average of 175 participants annually, said 
Levitia Simmons, healthy living director for the South Montgomery County YMCA.

“The triathlon is a great introduction to the sport, even if a child has never tried it before,” 
Simmons said. “it’s also a great opportunity for parents and children to get involved in sports 
together.”

Simmons said the proceeds from the event benefit the Partners of Youth at the YMCA and 
the Committed to Kids program for children ages 8–12, which teaches parents and children 
to combat childhood obesity. 

Race rules include no outside assistance, completing the correct course and wearing the 
race number throughout the duration of the event. Participants must wear a helmet during 
the bike course and shoes for the bike and run courses. headphones, radios, training wheels, 
and tri-bikes are not permitted.

Simmons said she encourages participants to register online for the USA Triathlon youth 
membership as well as register in advance for the race. Annual memberships and race 
registration is available on the day of the event, if needed.

5:45–6:45 a.m. (check-in time), 7:30 a.m. (race begins). $15 (USA Triathlon youth 
membership), $25 (pre-registration), $30 (race-day registration). South Montgomery County 
Branch Crossing YMCA, 8100 Ashlane Way. 281-681-6735,  
www.greaterhoustonkiwanis.org/triathlon
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The Kiwanis Kids Triathlon will feature running, swimming and biking events.

Kiwanis Kids Triathlon 

music and competitions. Participants may 
include families and children. 7–9:45 p.m. 
$7. Ages 10–12. The Woodlands Township 
Recreation Center, 5310 Research Forest 
Drive. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

July 20 and 27, August 3 
and 10 Parks and Popsicles
The Woodlands Township Parks and 
Recreation Department features the Parks and 
Popsicles family-friendly summer series. The 
events include kayaking on Lake Woodlands 
at the Riva Row Boat house and Waterway 
Square as well as splash pad time at the 
parks of Timarron and May Valley. 10 a.m. $15 
(kayaking), $10 (per Splash Pad family group). 
2101 Riva Row. 281-210-3900.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Worth the drive
21 Kids Kayak Class
Conroe Parks and Recreation offers a 
beginner class to teach the basics of 
kayaking with games, as well as safety on 
the water. 9 a.m.–noon. $40 (residents of 
Conroe), $50 (non-residents of Conroe). Ages 
6–11. Gear is included. Conroe Parks and 
Recreation Department, 26322 i-45 N.  
936-522-3000. www.cityofconroe.org/parks

23–27 Robotics Summer Camp
The Rubicon Academy features the 
Engineering and Robotics Learned Young 
2012 Summer Camp. Attendees will learn the 
basic engineering concepts while working 
with LEGO Education Motorized Simple 

FOR RESERVATIONS AND 
INFORMATION CALL

281 .362 .0808
WWW.AMERIGOS.COM

25250 GROGANS PARK DRIVE
THE WOODLANDS, 77380

HAPPY HOUR:
JOIN THE SOCIAL SCENE

MON-FRI,  4-7PM
$7 BAR BITES 

$5 WINE & COCKTAILS

POWER LUNCH:
MONDAY - FRIDAY

TWO COURSES 
FOR $15
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opens), 8:30 p.m. (movie starts). $5, free (ages 
3 and younger). Rob Fleming Aquatic Center, 
6535 Creekside Forest Drive. 281-210-3800. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

5 Cars and Coffee for a Cause 
Cars and Coffee for a Cause benefits non-
profit organizations in Montgomery County, 
including the Montgomery County Community 
Foundation, Child Advocates of Montgomery 
County and the Cypress Woodlands Junior 
Forum Project. The Woodlands Car Club will 
accept coins for donations to the Market 
Street “Change for Charities” community 
outreach program. Donate to participate. 9–11 
a.m. Market Street, 9595 Six Pines Drive.  
281-363-2977. www.thewoodlandscvb.com

5 Party Food for Families
The hubbell and hudson Market and Bistro 
hosts a family night party food event. 
Participants will practice cooking skills by 
making pizzette margherita, tiny shrimp tacos, 
super sliders, vanilla cupcakes and more.  1–4 
p.m. $69 (per person). hubbell and hudson 
Market and Bistro, 24 Waterway Ave.,  
Ste. 125. 281-203-5608. 
www.hubbellandhudson.com

6–10 Main Event Summer Fun Camp
Main Event Entertainment features a Summer 
Fun Camp with one hour and 30 minutes of 
bowling, video game play, a camp T-shirt, 
a lanyard, trophies and certificates. Food is 
provided. 9:30 a.m.–1 p.m. $19.95 (per day), 
$89.95 (whole week). Ages 8–15. Main Event 
Entertainment, 19441 i-45. 281-355-5511. 
www.maineventusa.com
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Woodlands Strykers
832-282-6139
www.woodlandsstrykers.com

July

13, 14   Alexandria Aces
18, 19   Victoria Generals
24, 25   McKinney Marshals
26    Alexandria Aces
30    East Texas Pump Jacks
31    Alexandria Aces

August

3    Acadiana Cane Cutters
4    East Texas Pump Jacks
5              Brazos Valley Bombers

home games played at:
Woodlands Christian Academy 
5800 Alden Woods. All games at 7 p.m.

Find more or submit The Woodlands events at  
www.impactnews.com/the-woodlands/calendar.

For a full list of Houston Metro events visit  
www.impactnews.com/houston-metro/calendar.

To have The Woodlands events included in the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the fourth Friday of the month.

Machine kits. Small groups will work together 
to build a robot to perform missions based 
on the robotics program at NASA. 9:30 
a.m.–noon. $199. Ages 7–10. The Rubicon 
Academy, 14211 horseshoe Bend.  
936-273-9111. www.rubiconacademy.com

27 Stay Cool Summer Movie
Bring your lawn chairs and enjoy the evening 
at The Woodlands Township Recreation 
Center for the Stay Cool Summer Movie 
family-friendly showing. The feature indoor 
movie will be “Cars 2.” Food will be sold on 
site. 7:30 p.m. Free. The Woodlands Township 
Recreation Center, 5310 Research Forest 
Drive. 281-210-3950.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

28 3rd Annual Fish Fry
The hockley helping hands Fish Fry features 
live music, raffles, vendor booths, auctions 
and a variety of food, including seafood, 
coleslaw and chicken nuggets. The big ticket 
raffle item is a four-day, three-night stay at 
a home on Surfside Beach in Galveston. All 
proceeds benefit individuals and families 
going through financial hardships in the area. 
Noon–6 p.m., Noon–3 p.m. (live music). $10 
(adults), $5 (ages 12 and younger). Tomball 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 2427, 14408 
Alice Road, Tomball. 713-303-6261.  
www.hockleyhelpinghands.org

29 Family Night Hike
The Woodlands Township Parks and 
Recreation Department features Family Night 
hike. The family-friendly outdoor adventures 
will be held at the George Mitchell Nature 
Preserve. S’mores will be served at the end 
of the night. 7–9 p.m. $20 (family of four), 
$5 (each additional person). 6055 Creekside 
Forest Drive. 281-210-3900.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

July 30–August 3 101 Things 
Summer Camp
101 Things Every Kid Should Do Before They 
Grow Up at the Madam Newton Einstein 
Science Academy for Kids. The camp 
provides children an opportunity to learn 
and interact with inventions from the 1970s, 
including tin-can phones, invisible ink, air 
cannons and pinhole cameras. 9 a.m.–2 
p.m. $275. Madam Newton Einstein Science 
Academy for Kids, 27327 Robinson Road,  
Ste. 7. 281-298-2120.  
www.mnescienceacademy.com

August 

1 Knit and Stitch
The George and Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Library hosts a knit and stitch event. 
Participants will knit, crochet, quilt and 
embroider a variety of textiles. Beginners to 
expert skill level attendees are welcome to 
bring their own supplies. 5:30–7 p.m. Free. 
George and Cynthia Woods Mitchell Library, 
8125 Ashlane Way. 936-442-7728.  
www.countylibrary.org

3 Stress Relief Acupuncture
Experience walk-in stress relief acupuncture 
at Spirit Walk, LLC. 10 a.m.–1 p.m. $20 (20 
minutes). Spirit Walk, LLC, Market Street 
Square, 431 Nursery Road, Ste. C500.  
281-292-2901. www.spirit-lifewalk.com

4 Movie Night
Join in on the fun with the whole family at the 
Rob Fleming Aquatic Center for the Dive-in 
Movie Night entertainment series. The feature 
movie will be “Zookeeper.” 8 p.m. (pool 

Online Calendar

Live music

Live musicSports

Live music
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion
2005 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300

July

13        Big Time Rush, 7 p.m.
14        Rascal Flatts, 7 p.m.
15        “Unity Tour” with 311, Slightly           

      Stoopid and The Aggrolites, 7 p.m.
17        “Dukes of September” with  

     Donald Fagen, Michael McDonald and  
     Boz Scaggs, 7:30 p.m.

20        “Last Summer On Earth Tour,” with   
     Barenaked Ladies, Blues Traveler  

           and Cracker, 7 p.m.
21        Joe Cocker, huey Lewis & The News, 
       7:30 p.m.
22        Chicago and The Doobie Brothers,   

     7:30 p.m.
August

2        Pitbull, 7:30 p.m.
3        KiSS and Motley Crue, 6:45 p.m.
11        “identity Festival 2012,” with  

     Eric Prydz, Wolfgang Gartner,  
     Nero-DJ Set and more,  2 p.m.

12       Jason Mraz, 7:30 p.m.
14       Sublime w/ Rome, 6:20 p.m.
15        Crosby, Stills & Nash, 7:30 p.m.
18        iron Maiden, 7:30 p.m.
24       Journey, 7 p.m.
28        Linkin Park, incubus, 6:30 p.m. 

September
1        Def Leppard and Poison, 7 p.m.
7        Kelly Clarkson, The Fray, 7 p.m.
8        Toby Keith, 7 p.m.
14        Train, 7 p.m.
29        Florence & The Machine, 7:30 p.m. 

October

11        Gotye, 7:30 p.m.
26        Jason Aldean, 7 p.m.

Dosey Doe
25911 I-45 N.
The Woodlands • 281-367-3774

July

13         Jason Cassidy, 8:30 p.m.
19          Percy Sledge, 8:30 p.m.
21         Ezra Charles, 8:30 p.m.
26         Pat Travers, 8:30 p.m.
27, 28   Mark Chesnutt, 8:30 p.m.

August 

3         Lorrie Morgan, 8:30 p.m.
4         Monte Montgomery and Band,  

       8:30 p.m.
10         Asleep At The Wheel, 8:30 p.m. 
11          The Level One Band, 8:30 p.m.
16         John Mayall and Band, 8:30 p.m.
18         Kinky Friedman, 8 p.m.
23         Turnpike Troubadours, 8:30 p.m.
24         Crystal Gayle, 8:30 p.m.
25, 26   Ottmar Liebert and Luna Negra,  

       8:30 p.m., 7:30 p.m.
31         Bellamy Brothers, 8:30 p.m.
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202 S. Fazio Way 
or visit

www.202Fazioway.com

$2,490,000

Call us today to schedule 
an appointment

Featured Listing

Imran Fayaz MD MSc FRCSC FACS P.A.
Neurological Surgery

Diplomate 
American Board of Neurological Surgery

Fellow 
American College of Surgeons

Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada

www.fayazneurosurgery.com1111 Medical Plaza Drive, Suite 200
The Woodlands, Texas 77380  |  Office: 281-880-0700

PROCEDURES
Non-surgical Treatments
Spinal Decompression and/or Fusion
Spinal Artificial Disc, Total Disc Replacement
Microneurosurgery
Minimally Invasive Spine Surgery

CONDITIONS
Neck and/or Back Pain, Injury or Trauma
Herniated Disc, Pinched Nerves and Spinal Arthritis
Spinal Stenosis and/or Deformity
Cervical and Lumbar Spondylosis
Cervical and Lumbar Degenerative Disc Disease

IF YOUR NECK OR BACK PAIN IS KEEPING YOU FROM LIVING

THE QUALITY OF LIFE YOU DESIRE … CALL US AT 281-880-0700.

The Brain and Spine Institute of North Houston is your answer! We will
get you back on track with state-of-the-art care, close to home.

Dr. Fayaz invites you to review his patients’ comments regarding his superior level of care on
independent websites such as DoctorsDig.com, Healthgrades.com, RateMDs.com and 
Vitals.com.

Graphic Design - Rebeca Eigen, Esprit Communications.net

Fayaz Impact-AD_Layout 1  5/4/12  9:21 AM  Page 1
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Northbound 
W. Panther Creek 
@ Woodlands Pkwy.

Southbound
Six Pines
@ Woodlands Pkwy.
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Southbound 
W. Panther Creek 
@ Woodlands Pkwy.

Southbound 
Pinecroft
@ Lake Woodlands Dr.

Westbound
Six Pines
@ Woodlands Pkwy.

Inactive red light camera locations in The Woodlands

RED LIGHT CAMERA INACTION

PinPinecrecroftoft DrDr..

WooWoodladlandsndsW
MalMall

45

TRANSPORTATiON

By Brian Walzel
Although most major intersections 

in The Woodlands are controlled by an 
elaborate camera management system, a 
few are monitored by a separate system 
for the purpose of catching and ticketing 
red light runners. Of all the intersections 
in The Woodlands, just five are moni-
tored by red light cameras. 

Those intersections are Woodlands 
Parkway at E. Panther Creek Drive, 
Woodlands Parkway at Woodloch For-
est Drive, which was the first camera 
installed in 2007, Lake Woodlands Drive 
at Gosling Road, Research Forest Drive 
at Gosling Road and Woodlands Park-
way at Kuykendahl Road.

The cameras are operated by Mont-
gomery County, which has contracted 
with Arizona-based Redflex Traffic 
Systems. Montgomery County Precinct 
3 Commissioner Ed Chance said the 
county pays Redflex a fixed fee of about 
$2,300 per camera per month to operate 
the system. 

Red light violations cost drivers $75 
and the penalty is a civil one, rather than 
criminal, said Assistant County Attor-
ney Phyllis Rainey. Citations are issued 
by the Montgomery County Constables 
Office. The violation does not affect driv-
ers’ auto insurance coverage or rates and 

Red light cameras in The Woodlands
is not included on their driving record, 
Rainey said.

The purpose of the red light camera 
program, Chance said, is not to gener-
ate revenue for the county, but rather to 
improve traffic mobility and safety.

“If we’ve got traffic continuously run-
ning at Woodlands Parkway and Wood-
loch Forest, they would run that light 
so badly that it would delay southbound 
traffic for as much as 10 or 15 seconds,” 
Chance said.

He said most green light cycles are 
between two to three minutes and that 
by delaying traffic by just a few seconds, 
red light runners could cause delays of 
up to 25 seconds at some intersections, 
which could then lead to substantial 
backups. 

Although the money a violator pays 
initially goes to the county, that money is 
then diverted back to Redflex to pay for the 
system and to the state to pay for emer-
gency management operations, Chance 
said. 

Any money the county would receive 
can only be used for traffic management 
efforts, but Chance said The Woodlands 
system operates at a deficit, last year of 
about $50,000.

He said the deficit is a result of fewer 

violations, and hopes to continue the 
program.

“There is certainly a decrease in 
accidents and an increase in traffic flow, 
and that is normally what we measure,” 
Chance said. “Is traffic moving through? 
If so, then our goal has been attained.”

He said there are no plans to add more 
red light cameras to intersections in The 

Woodlands, but if a particular inter-
section proves to be troublesome, that 
intersection could potentially get a red 
light camera.

“We monitor intersections, and if it 
becomes a problem, we’ll have them 
reviewed and see if there is an alternative 
[to improving mobility],” Chance said. 

Comment at impactnews.com

After determining they were not in compliance with state law, five red light cameras that monitor 
motorists have been deactivated at several intersections throughout The Woodlands. The cameras 
will remain in place at their respective intersections and may be re-activated once a mandatory 
traffic impact study is completed by Montgomery County.

Source: Montgomery County Precinct 3 Constables Office
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2012

Your Personal 
Assets Get 

Our Personal 
Attention.

www.fi rstvictoria.com

At First Victoria, keeping pace with your 
personal and professional banking 

needs is what we’re all about. That’s why 
our Wealth Management Services and 

PrivateBankers offer a unique and 
different brand of banking. Enjoy access 

to services ranging from the most routine 
banking needs to more complex investment, 

trust and insurance products1. 

To learn more about how we can create 
an “out of the box” solution for you, 

stop by our newest banking center 
at 1430 Research Forest Drive.

NOW OPEN
1430 Research Forest Dr.  
The Woodlands

Tanya Castro   ▼ Sr. Vice President
Trust & Investments  
281.599.6039

Jeannie Jennings  ▼ Vice President 
PrivateBanking/Wealth Management
832.663.4507

Heidi Carney  ▼ Vice President 
PrivateBanking/Wealth Management
832.663.4506

1 PrimeVest Financial Services, Inc. and First Victoria Insurance 
Agency: Not insured by the FDIC • Not a deposit • Not insured 
by any federal government agency • Not guaranteed by the 
bank • Subject to investment risks, including the possible loss 
of principal. Trust assets are not FDIC insured.

Our E.r. can hElp yOu  
gEt back tO yOur lifE fastEr.

Emergency medicine is about three things: 

compassion, skilled care and speed. You’ll find 

these at Tomball Regional Medical Center. The 

experienced E.R. physicians and the entire team 

are committed to working diligently to have you 

initially seen by a clinical professional* within 

30 minutes of your arrival. If you need an E.R. 

fast, try our fast E.R. Once you do, you won’t 

want to go anywhere else. Visit us online at 

TomballRegionalMedicalCenter.com to  

learn more.

*Clinical professional is defined as a physician, physician assistant or nurse practitioner.  

If you are experiencing a medical emergency, call 911.

The 30-Minutes-or-Less 
E.R. Service Pledge.

605 Holderrieth Blvd. • 281-401-7500

CLASS A

www.bandierpartners.com

Class A O�  ce Space for Lease in The Woodlands

Krissie Vanyo - 281.210.0097    
           
                     krissie@bandierpartners.com

26010 Oak Ridge Drive • Up to 5, 000 +/- sq. ft. available

Woodlands Pkwy.

Grogan’s M
ill Rd.

Sawdust Rd.

45

Nursery Rd.

Oak Ridge Dr.

Great Building, Location and Rates
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NEWS

By Brian Walzel
Woodlands area market 

analysts believe the recent 
announcement that Exxon-
Mobil will bring an additional 
2,000 jobs from its offices in 
Virginia and Ohio to its new 
campus under construction 
near I-45 and the Hardy Toll 
Road will have an impact on 
the community’s housing 
market.

Some area market leaders, 
such as Gil Staley, president 
of the South Montgomery 
County Economic Develop-
ment Partnership, and Rob 
Banzhaf, managing principal at 
Bandier Realty Partners, said 
they believed the initial 8,000 
employees that ExxonMobil 
announced would be relocat-
ing from other Houston offices 
would not have a great impact 
on the housing market. 

Now that number has grown 
to 10,000 jobs, a number which 
they believe changes things.

“When I heard the 2,000 jobs 
were relocating, well that’s a 
different story [than just the 
8,000 initial jobs],” Staley said. 

Banzhaf said with such a 
wide range of employee levels at 
ExxonMobil, different villages 
in The Woodlands and differ-
ent facets of the housing market 
will likely see an impact. 

“Creekside Village is a natu-
ral fit because of its location 
and proximity to the campus,” 
Banzhaf said. “I think the 
affect is going to be spread out 
because there is such a wide 
variety of employment levels.”

Banzhaf said some homes in 
Carlton Woods have already 
been sold to senior executives 
with ExxonMobil.

But with 2,000 workers soon 
to descend on The Woodlands, 
in addition to the normal 
growth the community experi-
ences, supply in the housing 
market could become an issue.

“I’m hearing  the market is 
doing so superb that inventory 
is in short supply,” Staley said. 
“The vacancy rate is like that of 
commercial, somewhere around 
3 percent, which is astonishing 
to me.” 

2,000 more ExxonMobil employees could impact Woodlands housing market
“I suspect that will impact the 
residential market.”

“We anticipated that the 
Houston offices relocating 
wouldn’t have as big of an affect 
as new people moving in to the 
Houston area,” Banzhaf said. 
“But now with people moving 
in [those ExxonMobil employ-
ees] will certainly be looking 
at The Woodlands and Spring-
woods Village.”

The additional 2,000 employ-
ees will relocate from offices 
in Fairfax, Va., and Akron, 
Ohio. The offices affected are 
ExxonMobil’s Refining and 
Supply Company, ExxonMo-
bil Research and Engineering 
Company, ExxonMobil Fuels, 
Lubricants and Specialties 
Marketing Company, which are 
located in Fairfax.

The ExxonMobil Chemi-
cal Company in Akron is also 
making the move. In addition, 
some positions from the Exx-
onMobil Research and Engi-
neering Company and Chemi-
cal Company which are now 
located in Baytown will relocate 
to the new campus.

Comment at impactnews.com

An artist’s rendering of the ExxonMobil campus currently under construction.
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4840 W. Panther Creek, Ste. 211 | The Woodlands | 281-298-9434
1003 Longmire Road | Conroe | 936-756-1386 | www.LeikerOrtho.com

Dr. Brad Leiker, DDS, MS
Orthodontic Specialist

•  Specialized in Early Treatment of Children 
    to Obtain Better Facial, Smile, Dental, and Airway Results!
•   A Leader in Cosmetic Orthodontic Alternatives for Teens & Adults!
•   We Strive to Make Excellent Orthodontic Care Affordable 
    to Everyone Wanting a Beautiful Smile!

Most insurances and credit cards accepted.
Serving  e Woodlands / Conroe and surrounding areas since 1994.

FREE INITIAL EXAM
ZERO PERCENT FINANCING

Speaking To The Future
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The Strong Firm P.C. | The Woodlands Waterway One | 10003 Woodloch Forest Drive, Suite 210
The Woodlands, 77380 | 281-367-1222 | www.thestrong rm.com

Licensed to practice by the Supreme Court of Texas. Not Certi� ed by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.

WE MEAN BUSINESS 
in THE WOODLANDS

Business Law & Contracts

Corporations, LLCs and Partnerships

Real Estate

Borrowing and Lending

Oil, Gas & Energy

International Investment 

Commercial Disputes

Wills, Trusts & Estates

Voted #1 Attorney, Lawyers & Legal Services 3 years running!

$270s

$190s

$230s

$160s

THE FALLS at IMPERIAL OAKS

Wright Abshire, Attorneys has 
dedicated its practice to helping 
families obtain long-term care 
Medicaid for their loved ones 

without losing their life savings. 
Additionally, the firm coordinates
VA/Medicaid benefits, administers

guardianships, prepares wills, trusts 
and advance directives, probates 

wills and administers estates.

ELDER LAW  | ESTATES | TRUSTS 
Medicaid and VAPlanning | Estate Planning

Advance Directives |Guardianships and Probate

www.w r ig htabshire .com

Wesley E. Wright and Molly Dear Abshire are Certified as Elder Law Attorneys by the National 
Elder Law Foundation and Accredited Attorneys by the Veterans Administration. Mr. Wright is 
Board Certified in Estate Planning and Probate Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.

FAYETTE COUNTY OFFICE
1055 Deer Haven Rd.
Carmine, Texas 78932
Phone 979-278-4095

By Appointment Only –
Saturday Appointments Available

HOUSTON OFFICE
4949 Bissonnet

Bellaire, Texas 77401
Phone 713-660-9595

Principal Office

THE WOODLANDS OFFICE
3705 College Park Dr.

The Woodlands, Texas 77384
Phone 936-273-2773

By Appointment Only



impactnews.com • July 2012 | NEWS | 13

CiTY, COUNTY AND TOWNShiP Compiled by Brian Walzel and Marie Leonard

Harris County

Oak Ridge North

  City of Oak Ridge North
Bob Williams Memorial Council Chambers
27424 Robinson Road
281-292-4648 • www.oakridgenorth.com

July 23, 7 p.m.

  Harris County  
Commissioners Court
harris County Admin. Building
1001 Preston Street, houston 
713-755-6400 • www.hctx.net 
 
July 24, 10 a.m.

  The Woodlands Township
The Woodlands Township Office
2801 Technology Forest Blvd.
281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

July 25, 6 p.m.

Meetings

Plans for the future of the Astrodome 
were discussed briefly during the June 
26 Harris County Commissioners 
Capital Improvements meeting, but no 
action was taken on the issue.

Last year, with money appropriated 
by the commissioners court and other 
sources, the county’s sports and conven-
tion corporation engaged with consul-
tants to study the organization’s plan, 
focusing on the Reliant Astrodome, 
Reliant Center and Reliant Arena.

The options outlined to commission-
ers during the capital improvements 
meeting were revealed during the sports 
convention’s May board meeting. One 
plan includes renovating the Astrodome 
into an indoor event facility for $270 
million, while another option suggests 
replacing Reliant Arena for $385 million 
and converting it into a performance 
area, exhibition space, meeting space, 
parking garage and plaza.

Several of the options could be 
combined, including constructing the 
multi-purpose facility and renovat-
ing Reliant Arena, or a private sector 
funding project that would incorporate 
the multi-purpose facility option with 

The City of Oak Ridge North has 
granted a tax exemption to STS Products 
so that the oilfield products supplier can 
open a facility in the city. The exemption 
means STS is not taxed on products that 
are shipped outside of the state, said City 
Manager Vicky Rudy. 

Rudy said STS Products is constructing 
two buildings in the Oak Ridge Com-
merce Park. Rudy said the 30,000-square-
foot and 35,000-square-foot buildings 
could be open and operational in six 
months.  

Astrodome proposal could mean higher taxes for county residents

Oil field products supplier relocates to Oak Ridge, brings potential tax revenue

retail, dining and entertainment options. 
Additionally, the commissioners could 
decide to demolish the Astrodome and 
convert the grounds into an outdoor park 
plaza for $64 million, or do nothing with 
the facility that holds about $30 million 
in debt.

“We have a lot of people who want 
to keep the Astrodome, and some who 
want to tear down the Astrodome, but in 
replacing the arena, the question I think 
everyone will have to answer sooner 
or later is why would you tear down 

During a presentation to the Oak Ridge 
North City Council, Gil Staley, presi-
dent of the South Montgomery County 
Economic Development Partnership, 
provided a presentation that promoted 
STS Products. Staley said STS will bring 
154 “direct and indirect” jobs to Oak 
Ridge North, while providing about $5.2 
million in tax revenue over the next two 
years.

“STS is the probably the largest com-
pany to ever relocate in the city,” Rudy 
said. “It’s very significant. The entire 

business park has been a huge success. 
The expansion in terms of property and 
impact on the city is huge.”

Rudy said the estimated $5.2 million 
economic impact is not a direct result 
of sales or property taxes, but rather 
through indirect jobs, employees who 
may move into the city, or those who may 
shop and eat in the city. 

“The impact is always far greater than 
things you can see right away,” Rudy said. 

STS Products is based in Houston and 
has offices in 10 cities around the world.

The Woodlands Township has hired two 
additional Harris County deputy consta-
bles to patrol the Village of Creekside Park. 
The two new constables, who started June 
30, bring the total number of full-time 
Harris County deputies serving Creekside 
Park to three.

The new full-time shifts now give police 
coverage for the daytime, late afternoon 
and late nights, said Marian Leck, director 
of law enforcement for the township. 

Leck said the township’s 2012 budget 
allocated money to hire the two constables 
and that three more officers could be hired 
for Creekside Park to start July 1, 2013.

Creekside Park is the only village within 
The Woodlands that lies in Harris County, 
and is therefore served by Harris County 
police patrols. Leck said that in addition to 
the three constables working in Creekside, 
the community is also covered by regu-
lar patrols of the Harris County Sheriff’s 
Office. 

With the amount of construction con-
tinuing throughout Creekside Park, Leck 
said the biggest problem in the village is 
the theft of construction equipment and 
tools. She hopes the increased presence will 
cut down on those crimes and all others.

The Woodlands Township

2 more deputies hired for 
Creekside Park village

the Astrodome and build something 
completely new versus converting the 
Astrodome into a replacement of the 
arena?” said Judge Ed Emmett. 

If commissioners move forward with 
the $656 million plan to renovate Reli-
ant Arena and turn the Astrodome into 
a multi-purpose facility, a bond elec-
tion will be necessary to fund the debt 
service requirements. Additional ideas 
for the facilities are still being welcomed 
by Edgar Colon, the convention’s chair-
man, but the future timeline and deci-
sion is now up to commissioners.

Source: Reliant Park Master Plan Analysis 

future possibilities for the 8th wonder
•	Replacement Arena Project: Includes a perfor-

mance area, exhibition space, meeting space, 
parking garage and plaza  $385.4 million

•	Astrodome Renaissance: Would require private 
sector funding, overlays the multi-purpose facility 
option with retail, dining and entertainment options 
$385 million 

•	Multi-purpose facility: Includes renovating the 
Astrodome into an indoor event facility   
$270.3 million

•	Reliant Park Plaza: Includes demolishing the 
Astrodome, constructing new facility for outdoor 
events  $63.9 million

Opening July 17

3335 College Park Dr., Suite 450, The Woodlands      936-242-1031

Stop by to register to win a Lantern 

Moon basket full of knitting goodness

Addi Turbo • Araucania • Cascade 

Crystal Palace • Ella Rae 

Lantern Moon • Malabrigo

NORO • Sublime

New merchandise arriving weekly 

through the end of the year.

Knitting & Crochet

Classes
Starting
Soon

iPurl
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Homes within The Woodlands are constructed and sold by builders not affi liated with The Woodlands 
Development Company (TWDC) or any of its affi liates, companies or partnerships. Neither TWDC 
nor any of its affi liated companies or partnerships guarantees or warrants the obligations of, or 
construction by, such builders.  Prices and specifi cations subject to change. Membership fees may 
be required. * According to RCLCO’s list of Top-Selling MPCs for 2011.  7/12

Come Home to the Best-Selling
Community in Texas*.

Come Home to the Best-SellingCome Home to the Best-Selling

Homes priced from the $180’s to more than $3 million • 281-719-6333 • TheWoodlands.com
TAKE I-45 TO WOODLANDS PARKWAY, GO WEST ON WOODLANDS PARKWAY TO THE HOMEFINDER CENTER.
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parallels I-45.
“The assumption is that the benefit of 

using existing right-of-way eliminates hav-
ing to purchase right-of-way,” Crocker said. 
“It is less expensive, there is some infra-
structure in place and you could upgrade. A 
greenfield route would just be starting from 
scratch and building a rail line.”

Eckels said TCHSR is targeting exist-
ing infrastructure, including rail lines and 
right-of-ways for their project. He envisions 
a private rail as one that could make multiple 

then I suspect that we would want to get 
involved to the advantage of the area if we 
could,” he said.

Funding
As is the case with most major trans-

portation projects in Texas, funding is one 
of the major roadblocks facing a publicly 
funded high-speed rail line.

“We don’t have a specific pot of money to 
use for rail projects in Texas,” said Jennifer 
Moczygemba, rail system section direc-
tor for TxDOT. “Several years ago we had 
significant pots of money coming from the 
federal side through the Federal Railroad 
Administration, because there was $8 bil-
lion given out to states through an applica-
tion process, so that’s where we got money 
for some of our studies.”

Another $2.5 billion was allocated the 
next year, but nothing else since, which 
means TxDOT is uncertain as to what 
funding will be like going forward. 

“However, one thing we’re looking at is 
the potential for public-private partner-
ships,” Moczygemba said. “With some of 
the studies we are completing, it puts us in 
a good position to look at the potential for 
having private partners come in and work 
with us.”

One interested private entity is Texas 
Central High Speed Rail, an affiliate of the 
Central Japan Railway Company, which has 
high-speed rail lines in Tokyo, Nagoya and 
Osaka. 

Former Harris County Judge Robert Eck-
els is the president of Texas Central High 
Speed Rail. He said their project could 
be on the ground by 2020 at a cost in the 
multiple billions of dollars. A trip on a line 
operated by TCHSR could cost the traveler 
between $100 and $125, he said. 

Eckels said the TCHSR is not seeking 
public or federal money for their project, 
but it would consider a public-private part-
nership with TxDOT.

“It would depend on the role, what condi-
tions would come with the federal funds,” 
Eckels said. “But the rail could be built more 
quickly and more economically without 
federal funds. We look for TxDOT to be a 
creative partner.”

Eckels said the project is still in the “very 
early stages” and that TCHSR is currently 
analyzing route proposals, environmen-
tal issues and engineering studies. He said 
a market study is also being conducted to 
determine revenue sources, equity and 
debt. That study, Eckels said, could be com-
pleted by the end of the year.

Proposed routes
Potential routes for a high-speed rail line 

vary. A TxDOT report suggests a route 
could use a line owned by the Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe rail line through Teague. 
Another route follows a Union Pacific line 
along Hwy. 290 through Hempstead and 
College Station. Or a new line could be 
constructed on a “greenfield” route that 

Rail
Continued from | 1

stops, including in The Woodlands.
“I would anticipate within the Houston 

region you would have two or three [pas-
senger] collector stops,” Eckels said. “The 
real interesting part of this project is that 
the discipline of the market drives our 
decision-making. [Where potential stops 
are located depends on] where we can get 
riders to pay for the system.”

Houston

Austin

290

77

Houstostostostott n

2902

Dallas

Potential routes for a 

Houston to Austin direct route

Houston to Austin via College Station through Brenham

Houston to Austin via College Station through Giddings

Houston to Austin via College Station through Hempstead

Houston to Dallas via Burlington Northern Santa Fe Route

Houston to Dallas via Union Pacific RR route

Houston to Dallas via Greenfield Route

map not to scaleN

College Station

Hempstead

Huntsville

Conroe

Waco

Fort Worth

a as

Teague

Corsicana

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

High-speed rail Transportationor

Houston to Austin
Although a houston-to-Dallas route is at the top of TxDOT’s wish list for high-speed 
rail, connecting houston to Austin through passenger rail has also been identified 
as a priority by mobility planners. A TxDOT study has placed a potential passenger 
rail running along hwy. 290, possibly looping north to College Station, back south to 
Giddings and on to Austin.

The speed for the proposed route would not reach more than 110 mph, which means 
it would be designated as intercity passenger rail, rather than high-speed rail. Costs 
for the proposed routes range from $972 million to $1.2 billion, according to TxDOT.

“The most significant and costly part is getting into the metro areas and business 
districts because of the amount of development that’s there and the lack of space [in 
which] to put something new,” said Jennifer Moczygemba, rail system section director 
for TxDOT. Source: TxDOT
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Because of the nature of The Woodlands 
master plan, with most structures nestled 
among the trees, the biggest potential for 
damage is to homes, said Mark Hanna, 
Insurance Council of Texas spokesperson.

In addition, shopping centers and other 
businesses can be affected, but Hanna said 
most are surrounded by pavement and any 
trees planted nearby typically have some 
separation or are thinned out to help with 
visibility.

“Everyone likes to be nestled in the 
woods and likes privacy, but that can make 
for a dangerous situation,” Hanna said. 

inches in diameter and would not need to 
be removed because they pose a “minimal 
risk.”

But just one year removed from the Rob-
erts Road wildfire that occurred less than 
20 miles from the western edge of The 
Woodlands, there is concern such debris 
could serve as fuel for a fire.

“If a wildfire occurs, it’s not going to mat-
ter if [a tree] is dead or green,” Powers said. 
“Forest fires are going to happen regardless. 
What is a factor is the dried debris that is 
on the ground. Debris piles might still be 
on the forest floor. Those would be more 
fuel for a wildfire.”

“If you’ve got a pile of tree debris, you’re 
running a risk,” Garvey said.

pose when a 59-minute thunderstorm blew 
through the community, splaying dead 
trees on major roadways and pathways and 
onto houses and cars. Thousands were left 
without power and the cleanup will cost 
the township more than $420,000.

“That storm certainly threw us a curve-
ball,” Powers said.

The storm served as a trial of sorts for 
many of the first responders in the com-
munity. Members of the Montgomery 
County Office for Emergency Management 
patrolled the area and posted information 
on the office’s website and Facebook page. 

“We take an all-hazards approach when 
preparing for an emergency,” said Miranda 
Garvey, CERT coordinator for the OEM. 
“The Woodlands has a lot of trees and not 
all areas have underground power lines, 
which creates an additional hazard for fall-
ing limbs. And because of the drought, 
there are lots and lots of dead trees. A 
strong storm will leave a lot of debris.”

Dead trees in numbers
This spring American Forest Manage-

ment conducted a “forest audit” of The 
Woodlands. The audit revealed that there 
are about 52,650 dead trees in the town-
ship public spaces, which does not include 
medians, private or commercial prop-
erty. The audit revealed that 61 percent 
of those trees, however, were less than 6 

Trees
Continued from | 1

Risk areas
Most of the trees are where Woodlands 

Fire Chief Alan Benson calls “open space 
reserves,” such as the undeveloped areas 
along the boundaries of The Woodlands 
along FM 2978 and FM 1488, the Mitchell 
Preserve or Jones Forest. The AFM audit 
reported that the majority of tree removals 
have occurred in the villages of Grogan’s 
Mill, Panther Creek and Cochran’s Crossing.

Benson said the cost of a wildfire in The 
Woodlands could be immeasurable. 

“In addition to the billions of dollars of 
real estate, a fire would damage our land-
scape, which makes the community what it 
is,” Benson said. “How do you put a price 
tag on that?”

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Dead trees Droughtor

7/11 8/11 9/11 10/11 11/11 12/11 1/12 2/12 3/12 4/12 5/12 6/12

Texas in midst of worst-ever drought

Township starts removing dead trees

9,428 dead trees removed to date June 12 storm causes $420,000 in damages

Township approves $1.8 million to remove dead trees

1,800,000
Estimated number of total trees in 

The Woodlands before the drought of 2011

52,650
Estimated number of dead trees in 

The Woodlands by the drought of 2011

16,856
Estimated number of dead trees removed 

from The Woodlands to date

 
Meet Amazing People

To learn more or to schedule your visit, call toll free today: (281) 528-1317

Judging by many of our residents that’s true. They’re the kind of people who finish a 
Sudoku puzzle before breakfast and enjoy gourmet coffee, following the market on a laptop 
and physical activity.  They also enjoy the library at our community, a great place to enjoy a 
leisurely afternoon and some intelligent conversation with friends.  

Here, you’ll find more than fine cuisine, housekeeping and peace of mind.  You’ll 
also discover modern accommodations, friendly faces and kindred spirits who seem to be 
forever young, just doing what they love. That’s their story.  Now, we’d love to know yours.

These days, 
they say 

that 70 is 
the new 60.

Independent Living
Personalized Assisted Living
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care 

2323 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
Facility Number: 104849

www.brookdaleliving.comYour story continues here...
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2012 ELECTION COVERAGE

JD Lambright

Phyllis Rainey

What makes you qualified for the  
position?

I have practiced law for 37 years. I 
worked as an accountant for six years. 
For seven years I worked in oil and 
gas advising the Temple Oil Company 
on issues like litigation, regulatory 
contracts, patents, copyrighting, and 
I supervised lawyers there. For the 
past 10 years I have been the  Assis-
tant County Attorney for Montgomery 
County, advising governmental officials, 
handling all of their day-to-day opera-
tions. I have worked in every area of the 
County Attorney’s office. I believe I have 
the respect, trust and confidence of the 
Commissioners Court. 

Why is it important for voters to 
return to the polls for this race?

Because experience is critical to the 
County Attorney’s office. We don’t have 
time to have to train someone  to learn 
that job, and it takes years for someone 
to learn that job. It takes a long time for 
someone to get the judgment for when to 
fight a case and when to settle. 

Do you see a need for improvement in 
the county’s Child Protective Services?

I have talked to them about being sure 
every person that has the child’s welfare 
in mind has an opportunity to speak. I 
want to  make sure foster parents have an 
opportunity to speak. [CPS] needs to be 

more in tune with the needs of the child. 
Also, there are not enough attorneys to 
handle the work load. I have worked on 
getting grant money to pay a portion of 
all of the costs for all of the CPS section. 

Do you believe the red light cameras 
that have been installed throughout the 
county have been a success?

I don’t know that they have been a suc-
cess. Precinct 3 has some data to show 
we have fewer wrecks, and no deaths in 
those areas. I’m not sure that the amount 
of money coming in has really been 
enough to pay for them. We need to look 
at them a little closer.

What makes you qualified for the  
position?

 I’m in my 38th year of experience in 
the private sector. I’m in my 13th year as a 
lawyer running my own business. I earned 
my master’s degree in electrical engineer-
ing and was hired on with a company in 
Houston as an electrical engineer. I spent 
the next 25 years with Shell managing 
projects and people all over the U.S. and 
the world. I think the combination of 
those experiences and real world experi-
ence is critical, along with legal skill and 
expertise. There needs to be more account-
ability and responsiveness in that office. 
There is very little in the way of litigation 
skills. That greatly needs to be enhanced.

Why is it important for voters to 
return to the polls for this race?

We have got to make a lot of changes 
in that office. People need to come out 
and realize their tax dollars are not being 
spent wisely. There are serious personnel 
issues and many cases are just settled. 
You’ve got to develop a reputation as an 
attorney with mental toughness. It’s not 
an inheritance. It’s an election. 

Do you see a need for improvement in 
the county’s Child Protective Services?

There are some good lawyers. But that’s 
one area to upgrade so that they have a 
top flight legal system. The prosecutors 
need to be more upfront, more forceful 

with their client. They need to say ‘Here 
is the law, here is what we can do.’ Right 
now it is the other way around. That 
results in a lot of ineffectiveness and cases 
really getting drawn out. Bringing in an 
outside perspective is sorely needed.

Do you believe the red light cameras 
that have been installed throughout 
the county have been a success?

I would need to take a serious look at it 
to see if it’s doing what it’s designed to do, 
I have not studied that issue. It deserves 
a look to make sure it’s not just about 
revenue and it’s accomplishing what you 
want it to do regarding public safety. 

Compiled by Brian Walzel
Candidates for Montgomery County Attorney - Republican Primary Run-off

Election dates for 2012

Selling  � e  Woodlands
                  For  15 + Years!

Feel free to visit out website at
www.TheWoodlandsTeam.com
Search for Local Listings Online

(281)733-0052

Anne McGuirt
Broker Associate 

ABR, CLHMS, CRS, GRI, CDPE

Vanissa Micklethwait
Broker Associate 

ABR, CRS, SRES, CLHMS, CDPE

Each offi ce independently owned and operated.
6620 Woodlands Parkway | The Woodlands | TX  | 77382  | 281-367-7770

July 31: Primary Run-off election

Oct. 22–Nov. 2: Early voting for general election

Nov. 6: General election

For voting locations, visit: www.mctx.org/election
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Proud suPPorters of education

Wildwood Christian Academy provides spiritual and 
academic learning in a Christian environment that 

challenges students to become critical thinkers and 
life-long learners.

Ages 18 months through 1st grade
(including Transition to Kindergarten)

8911 FM 1488 • Magnolia, TX 77354 
832.934.0200

A ministry of Wildwood United Methodist Church

ENROLL NOW 
FOR THE 2012-2013 

SCHOOL YEAR

www.wildwoodchristianacademy.org
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Magnolia ISD
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By Christine Hall
The Tomball and Magnolia indepen-

dent school districts have land available 
in their respective portions that lie within 
The Woodlands, but district representa-
tives say until population growth picks up 
in their areas, there are no plans to build 
additional schools any time soon.

Tomball ISD is in the midst of build-
ing its second Woodlands-area school, 
Timber Creek Elementary School, set to 
open in the fall. The school is located at 
Kuykendahl Road and Creekside Green 
Drive. Its other school located within The 
Woodlands, Creekside Forest Elementary, 
at Creekside Green and Creekside Forest 
drives, opened in August 2009, said Staci 
Stanfield, spokeswoman for the district.

The schools were part of a $198-mil-
lion school bond program voted on by 
residents in 2007, she said. 

“We have seen this area really grow, 
and construction has increased,” Stanfield 
added. “We were excited to see Creekside 
Forest grow as much as it did.”

As of May 31, enrollment at Creekside 

Forest was 584 students. The school has 
capacity to serve 730 students. 

Tomball ISD has a site available in 
The Woodlands west of Kuykendahl 
for another elementary school, but the 
district does not see the need for another 
school anytime soon unless there is more 
growth in the area, Stanfield said. 

Though more people have moved into 
the area of The Woodlands serviced by 
Magnolia ISD, superintendent Todd 
Stephens said growth, which was about 6 
percent seven years ago, has slowed over 
the past few years. The district, which 
has 16 schools, has just under 13,000 
enrolled. 

“In our elementary schools, we are at 
65 to 70 percent capacity, so we have seat 
space,” he said. “Sometimes it can be 
challenging, but we are not in danger of 
putting in portables yet.”

In the May Valley area south of Wood-
lands Parkway, there is land available 
for one elementary and one high school, 
but there are no plans to purchase the 

land until school capacity eclipses the 80 
percent mark, said Charlie Riley, school 
board president.

Elsewhere, there are several 10-acre and 
12-acre tracts for elementary and junior 

Tomball, Magnolia ISDs keeping an eye on growth in The Woodlands

Proud supporters of education:

  
TOMBALL / MAGNOLIA ISD

high schools when growth is moving 
again, Stephens said.

“We are keeping an eye on the growth, 
but we are cautious of gearing up until we 
see the results,” he added.

Proud suPPorters of education Dr. Brad Leiker, DDS, MS
Orthodontic Specialist

45

242

“LSC-Montgomery provided 
the opportunity to follow 
my dreams and inspired the 

courage to pursue them.”
—Angel Guajardo

Electrical and Mechanical Engineering 
University of Texas at Austin

D
R
E
A
M

S

Affirmative Action/EEO College

Register Now
for Fall!

www.LoneStar.edu

education Focus
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1  Canyon Pointe 13002 Northpointe Blvd., Tomball 357-3122 2008 684 Exemplary 25.7% 97% 98% 96% 96% 97% 99% N/A N/A 9  

2  Creekside Forest 5949 Creekside Forest, The Woodlands 357-4526 2009 707 Exemplary 6.5% 98% 98% 99% 98% 94% 96% 98% 99% 10  

3  Decker Prairie 27427 Decker Prairie Rosehill Road, Magnolia 357-3134 1983 588 Academically Acceptable 39% 90% 88% 92% 92% 90% 87% N/A N/A 10  

4  Lakewood 15614 Gettysburg Drive, Tomball 357-3260 1983 717 Recognized 16.9% 94% 89% 91% 82% 97% 98% N/A N/A 9  

5  Rosehill 17950 Waller Tomball Road, Tomball 357-3075 2003 542 Recognized 42.3% 96% 94% 99% 97% 94% 93% N/A N/A 10  

6  Timber Creek 8445 Creekside Green Drive, The Woodlands N/A 2012 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 9  

7  Tomball  1110 Inwood St.,  Tomball 357-3280 1998 753 Academically Acceptable 53.2% 77% 79% 78% 78% 68% 79% N/A N/A 10  

8  Willow Creek 18302 N. Eldridge Parkway,  Tomball 357-3080 1998 847 Exemplary 15.2% 98% 98% 99% 98% 98% 97% N/A N/A 9  

InTerMeDIaTe 2011 results 5th 6th

9  Northpointe 11855 Northpointe Blvd., Tomball 357-3020 2003 872 Exemplary 18.9% 97% 98% 96% 96% 97% 97% N/A N/A 12  

10  Tomball 723 W. Main St., Tomball 357-3150 1993 700 Recognized 39.4% 93% 90% 89% 89% 91% 86% N/A N/A 11  
JunIor HIgH  
ScHoolS 2011 results 7th 8th

11  Tomball 30403 Quinn Road, Tomball 357-3000 1993 749 Academically Acceptable 35.3% 95% 89% 93% 88% 93% 83% N/A N/A 13  

12  Willow Wood 11770 Gregson Road, Tomball 357-3030 2003 867 Academically Acceptable 16.4% 94% 95% 91% 94% 96% 94% N/A N/A 14  
HIgH ScHoolS 2011 results 9th 10th 11th

13  Tomball 30330 Quinn Road, Tomball 357-3220 1974 2256 Academically Acceptable 20.7% 96% 86% 94% 82% 95% 83% 99% 94%

14  Tomball Memorial 19100 Northpointe Ridge Lane, Tomball 357-3230 2011 843 N/A 17% N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

2011 TAKS results by grade2011 TAKS
results by 
campus
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  education Focus
Tomball ISD

DISTrIcT ScoreS bY graDe
2011 Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) results*

Grade 3 Reading 92% Math 90%

Grade 4 Reading 92% Math 92%

Grade 5 Reading 97% Math 97%

Grade 6 Reading 94% Math 92%

Grade 7 Reading 92% Math 91%

Grade 8 Reading 97% Math 93%

Grade 9 Reading 93% Math 82%

Grade 10 Language Arts 95% Math 83%

Grade 11 Language Arts 99% Math 95%

2010  –11 STaTISTIcS State District

Economically disadvantaged 59.2% 25.7%

Limited English proficiency (LEP) 16.9% 11%

Average annual salaries of teachers $48,638 $51,673

SubJecT State 2011 District 2010 District 2011

2011 Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) results*

Reading 91% 95% 95%

Math 82% 90% 91%

Writing 93% 95% 93%

Science 78% 89% 89%

Social studies 93% 98% 98%
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* State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness test replaced the TAKS test in 2012. Passing standards for the 
STAAR test for third through eighth grade will be set in November with reports released to students in January 2013.

Tomball ISD feeder pattern

Canyon Point 1
Lakewood 4

Willow Creek 8

Creekside 2
Decker Praire 3  

Rosehill 5
Tomball 7  

Timber Creek 6

ELEMENTARy SCHOOLS INTERMEDIATE SCHOOLS JuNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS HIGH SCHOOLS

Tomball Memorial 14Willow Wood 12

Tomball 11

Northpointe 9

Tomball 10 Tomball 13

TOMBALL / MAGNOLIA ISD
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1  Bear Branch 8909 FM 1488, Magnolia 356-4771 1982 639 Recognized 15% 95% 97% 94% 95% 92% 97% 97% 95% 10  

2  Ellisor 33040 Egypt Lane, Magnolia 252-7400 2005 717 Recognized 19.1% 96% 94% 96% 97% 94% 89% 98% 95% 10  

3  Lyon 27035 Nichols Sawmill Road, Magnolia 356-8115 1993 836 Recognized 60% 91% 91% 92% 83% 84% 95% 97% 91% 9  

4  Magnolia 31900 Nichols Sawmill Road, Magnolia 356-6434 1971 754 Recognized 62.5% 89% 91% 89% 86% 84% 89% 90% 96% 10  

5  Magnolia Parkway 11745 FM 1488, Magnolia 252-7440 2008 634 Recognized 45.6% 91% 94% 96% 97% 86% 93% 87% 91% 9  

6  Nichols Sawmill 28750 Nichols Sawmill Road, Magnolia 252-2133 2002 694 Exemplary 33.9% 95% 97% 95% 97% 91% 95% 96% 96% 9  

7  Smith 28747 Hardin Store Road, Magnolia 252-2300 2000 694 Recognized 67.4% 94% 93% 93% 93% 92% 95% 92% 92% 10  

8  Williams 18101 FM 1488, Magnolia 356-6866 1939 706 Academically Acceptable 73.4% 81% 79% 77% 68% 78% 81% 80% 79% 9  

InTerMeDIaTe 2011 results 6th

9  Magnolia 110 S. Magnolia Blvd., Magnolia 252-2033 2002 490 Academically Acceptable 48.8% 80% 84% 80% 84% N/A N/A N/A N/A 11  

10  Bear Branch 8040 Kenlake, Magnolia 252-2031 2002 454 Recognized 29.5% 91% 94% 91% 94% N/A N/A N/A N/A 12  
JunIor HIgH  
ScHoolS 2011 results 7th 8th

11  Magnolia 31138 Nichols Sawmill Road, Magnolia 356-1327 2001 944 Academically Acceptable 47.8% 91% 83% 86% 81% 93% 74% N/A N/A 14  

12  Bear Branch 31310 FM 2978, Magnolia 356-6088 1996 893 Recognized 27.2% 96% 93% 94% 89% 95% 90% N/A N/A 13  
HIgH ScHoolS 2011 results 9th 10th 11th

13  Magnolia West 42202 FM 1774, Magnolia 252-2550 2006 1730 Academically Acceptable 38.8% 92% 75% 91% 66% 90% 72% 96% 89%

14  Magnolia 14350 FM 1488, Magnolia 356-3572 2001 1739 Academically Acceptable 23.9% 94% 81% 94% 76% 92% 78% 97% 93%

2011 TAKS results by grade2011 TAKS
results by 
campus
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eleMenTarY 
ScHoolS

Magnolia ISD

DISTrIcT ScoreS bY graDe
2011 Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) results*

Grade 3 Reading 91% Math 89%

Grade 4 Reading 87% Math 92%

Grade 5 Reading 95% Math 95%

Grade 6 Reading 86% Math 89%

Grade 7 Reading 89% Math 85%

Grade 8 Reading 97% Math 90%

Grade 9 Reading 92% Math 70%

Grade 10 Language Arts 91% Math 73%

Grade 11 Language Arts 98% Math 91%

2010  –11 STaTISTIcS State District

Economically disadvantaged 59.2% 40.9%

Limited English proficiency (LEP) 16.9% 10.5%

Average annual salaries of teachers $48,638 $48,577

SubJecT State 2011 District 2010 District 2011

2011 Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) results*

Reading 91% 93% 92%

Math 82% 86% 86%

Writing 93% 95% 94%

Science 78% 88% 88%

Social studies 93% 97% 97%
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Magnolia ISD feeder pattern

Lyon 3  

Magnolia 4
Nichols Sawmill 6  

Williams 8

Bear Branch 1  

Ellisor 2
Magnolia Parkway 5  

Smith 7

ELEMENTARy SCHOOLS INTERMEDIATE SCHOOLS JuNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS HIGH SCHOOLS

Magnolia 13Bear Branch 12

Magnolia 11

Bear Branch 10

Magnolia 9 Magnolia West 14

* State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness test replaced the TAKS test in 2012. Passing standards for the 
STAAR test for third through eighth grade will be set in November with reports released to students in January 2013.

Education Focus sponsored by:

Dr. Brad Leiker, DDS, MS
Orthodontic Specialist
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Space Cadets 
Collection Collection
27326 Robinson Road, Ste. 117
Oak Ridge North • 281-298-1111
www.spacecadetscollection.com

BUSiNESS
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A lthough people outside of the comic 
book scene may imagine comic 
shops as dingy, devoid of women 

and full of nerdy things, only the last of 
these is true for the Space Cadets Collec-
tion Collection in Oak Ridge North.

Owned by Jen King, this hobby shop —
which specializes in comics, toys and plush 
collectibles — is busting the stereotype.

“A lot of people think of a comic book 
shop as kind of dark and cave-like,” she 
said. “I really felt strongly that I wanted to 
carry a wider variety of things and make it 
more family friendly.”

Space Cadets  — a literal collection of 
collections — aims to create an environ-
ment that appeals to a wide range of 
people, from comic book fanatics to casual 
collectors. The shop maintains a thriving 
comic book business that appeals to adults 
and kids alike. A mother herself, King said 
she is conscious about ensuring her shop is 
a safe place for kids.

“I tend to not carry the more adult lines 
so parents can feel good about their kids 
coming to the store and not seeing things 
they shouldn’t,” she said. “I do carry things 
that are geared toward adults, but I’m just 
not going to that dark area of things.”

Since opening in September 2010, Space 
Cadets’ popularity has taken off, King said. 
The shop’s claim to fame might be its Poke-
mon leagues, which center on competitions 
using Pokemon trading cards. With 40–50 
players attending the weekly meetings, 
Space Cadets’ league is the largest in Texas.

Although Pokemon items are the shop’s 
best sellers, King said she also sees a lot of 
interest in a line of Nintendo and Angry 
Birds plush toys that can be difficult to find 
elsewhere.

“The distributor is here in The Wood-
lands and they’re the only American 
licensee for Nintendo plush,” she said. 
“They sell to some big box stores, but those 

Jen King has geared her toy and comics shop in Oak Ridge North toward children and families.

By Shawn Arrajj

Space Cadets Collection Collection
Comic and toy shop appeals to all ages

Space Cadets carries a full line of Lego toys.

places aren’t very directed in what they 
order. I carry the full line and get them as 
soon as they’re available.”

Beyond that, Space Cadets draws people 
in with its collectible toys. The shelves in 
Space Cadets are fully stocked and the 
walls are lined with toys from all genres 
and industries.

King attributes her success to her genu-
ine passion for collecting, as well as her 
helpful employees, whom together possess 
a knowledge of all things nerdy.

“All the employees I have hired out of 
my customer base,” she said. “I know their 
personalities and I know that they know 
what they’re doing because they come and 
hang out and talk to me all the time.”

King said if her growth rate continues, 
she plans to eventually enlarge her shop 
size and possibly start catering to the table 
top gaming community. In the meantime, 
she said she will continue to build the 
Space Cadet community by simply doing 
what she loves.

“I’ve always been a collector and loved 
dealing with the public so I kind of mar-
ried all of my loves together,” she said. “To 
me, this is really the perfect world.”

Growing

As with any financial decision, buyers are encouraged t    o do their own due diligence when selecting a 
home builder. Woodforest makes no representation or warranties on the quality of the homebuilders. 
Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. Realtors Welcome. 05/12

Where life Grows.

When it comes to master-planned communities in
Montgomery County, Woodforest is flexing plenty of muscle. 

With a 27-hole golf course for mom and dad. Parks, playgrounds
and a splash park for the kids. Miles of hike and bike trails
for the whole family. And shopping, dining, entertainment

and recreational activities - all just minutes away.

Woodforest has a powerful line up of new homes priced to suit
every lifestyle. You’ll find patio homes, homes with golf-course and

lake views, and amenity-filled custom homes on up to one-acre homesites.

Woodforest – growing stronger every day.

936-447-2800 · WoodforestTx.com
Homes from the $150s to $1 Million+f

Coventry Homes
Darling Homes

DR Horton
Highland Homes

Jeff Paul Custom Homes
Lennar Homes

Newmark Homes 
Partners in Building

Perry Homes
Ryland Homes

Sullivan Signature Homes
Village Builders

Over 50 homes ready for Move-In!

Robinson Rd.

Hanna Rd.

45
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3B’s Burgers & Beer
Classic combination a hit in family-friendly restaurant

S teak and potatoes, bacon and eggs, 
peanut butter and jelly — some 
things are just meant to be together. 

Such is the case for burgers and beer, 
and Pam and Bill Josza. 

The Joszas were high school sweet-
hearts and have been together for 32 
years, married for 20. They have been the 
brains behind 3B’s Burgers & Beer at 466 
Rayford for five years.

“People’s jaws drop when they realize 
we’re together 24-7,” Bill said. “But we 
love it. It’s great. I wouldn’t want it any 
other way.”

After graduating from Westfield High 
School in Spring, Bill went on to study 
Hotel and Restaurant Management at the 
University of Houston while Pam studied 
advertising and marketing at the Univer-
sity of Texas.

After settling in Tiki Island near 
Galveston, the duo got into the bar busi-
ness as the owners of Maxwell’s Pub in 
Houston — now renamed Roeders Pub —
and Doghouse Tavern in Midtown.

Ten years later, weary of bar hours and 
hurricane warnings, the couple sold both 
bar and beach house and headed for the 
suburbs and a fresh start in the restaurant 
industry.

“When we got up here, I still had bars 
on the brain,” Bill said. 

“We even had our hours until mid-
night,” Pam said, “until we realized most 
people around here go to bed at 9.”

Regardless, 3B’s Burgers and Beer 
has been a hit, and two years later Bill 
and Pam knocked down a wall that had 
been separating them from another 
tenant, thereby doubling their space to 
3,000-square feet.

One thing they didn’t change? 
“We’re old school,” Bill said. “Hand-

written orders, counter-service, no 
computers.”

Now, the family-friendly, no-smoking 

restaurant seats 70, boasts several flat 
screen televisions, and houses a handful 
of arcade games and two pool tables.

The duo knows their business inside 
and out, easily slipping into whatever role 
is necessary. That is why customers might 
find Bill at the grill and Pam at the till. 
In one case, a customer became a prized 
staffer. Randy Garcia was a regular diner 
at 3B’s; he now serves as general manager.

“We love it when customers walk in and 
immediately look for Randy,” Pam said. 

Everything on the menu has been taste-
tested by Bill and Pam, from the Frito Pie 
Burger to the Green Chile Cheeseburger.

“Bill is back there putting things 
together and asking me what I think,” 
Pam said. “So we are literally back there 
inventing things.” 

Pam and Bill are quite particular about 
their food. It matters to them how the 
bun is toasted, how the meat is grilled and 
how burgers are built in a way that the 
bottom bun does not become soggy.

The signature “Bill Burger,” with grilled 
onions, jalapenos, cheese, pickles and 
barbecue sauce, is a hit. 

Pam likes to joke that if customers sub-
stitute the beef with chicken, it becomes 
the “Pam Burger.”

Indeed, if beef isn’t your thing, there’s 
bird too. Chicken sandwiches, chicken 
wings and chicken tenders.

3B’s offers a variety of bottled beers, 
wine, and malt-based drinks. 

Out of all their customer service-based 
adventures over the years, the burger 
business is one Pam and Bill are par-
ticularly proud of — they started it when 
Rayford Road was merely one lane each 
way, have watched it grow along with the 
neighborhood and now look forward to 
a bright future, especially with Exxon 
Mobil moving to town.

“When Bill and I do anything,” Pam 
said, “failure is not an option.” 

By Kimberly Morgan

3B’s has earned a following among families.

Pam and Bill Josza own and operate 3B’s Bugers & Beer on Rayford Road in Spring.

Unique burgers
 
Green Chile Cheeseburger 
Made with flame-roasted hatch green chilis, 
$7.99 

The Italian Cheeseburger 
Made with pepperoni, cherry peppers, mozzarella, 
provolone, parmesan and Romano cheese, and 
marinara sauce, $8.49

Frito Pie Burger 
Made with chili, cheddar cheese, diced onions 
and Fritos, $6.99
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3B’s Burgers & Beer
466 Rayford Road, Spring • 281-419-3553
Lunch Mon.–Fri. 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Dinner Tues.–Thur. 4–8 p.m.
Dinner Fri. 4–9 p.m.
Dinner Sat. 4–9 p.m.
Sunday Noon–10 p.m.

 Take an ordinary journey to an extraordinary place!
281.351.8851 • 15635 FM 2920 • Tomball, TX 77377 
Open 7 days a week • www.arborgate.com

The Arbor Gate
More events & details available online

What to Bring:
Water • Sack lunch and drink for a picnic under the tent!
This is an outdoor camp so please send your child with sunscreen 
and comfortable clothing.

Butterflies and Hummingbirds THURSDAY, AUGUST 9, 9AM–12:30PM
Minimum of 10 children / Maximum of 18
$50 Fee per child, includes supplies 
Ages 6–12

Join us for a morning of fun in the garden where we will learn about the butterfl ies and hummingbirds 
that most commonly visit our gardens, and the fl owers and plants that attract them. Explore the 

amazing migration of the Monarch butterfl y and learn how to help scientist track them by tagging 
Monarchs as they pass through Texas each fall.

Each child will paint a large clay pot; choose three favorite butterfl y / humming bird attracting fl owers, 
and plant them in their decorated pot! Plus play fun games and enjoy a picnic lunch!

For more information visit www.arborgate.com/classes
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Class Act Productions Presents 

July 13, 14, 20, 21 & 22
Get a Kick Out of Cole Porter Music and 

Show-stopping Dance Numbers.
The Woodlands College Park High School

3701 College Park Drive, � e Woodlands

For Tickets, visit www.classactproductions.org 
or call 281-292-6779

PERFORM
AT YOUR BEST
Low T Therapy

$349
- Includes Of� ce Visit, Initial blood test
- 2 months of testosterone therapy
- Increase Strength and Endurance
- Increase Libido & Sexual Desire
- Enhance Mood & Well-Being
- Increase Lean Muscle Mass, Increase Energy

GUARANTEED RESULTS on your 
� rst visit or it’s FREE

• Erectile Dysfunction and         
Premature Ejaculation

WOODLANDS: 832-510-2777
1011 Medical Plaza Drive, Suite 230

HOUSTON: 713-588-1416
2630 Fountain View Drive, Suite 409

MensClinicsofAmerica.com
Improving Men’s Health And Performance

Only 
$99
Only 
$99
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Sallie Fisher Art Gallery
Tomball Much like it did with Texas 
country music and Texas barbecue, the 
Lone Star State has inspired its own style 
of artwork. Prime examples of this Texan 
movement can be found at the Sallie 
Fisher Art Gallery in Tomball. 

Sallie Fisher, who owns the gallery, is 
an authorized dealer for some of Texas’ 
greatest painters. Her gallery is stocked 
with the Austin city streets of G. Harvey, 
the open landscapes of Larry Dyke and 
the proud Native American portraits of 
Martin Grelle, among others. In total, 
the gallery represents 40 artists.

“What we sell are reproductions 
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REGiONAL —Abridged stories from our other editions Full stories at impactnews.com

School districts face second year of state budget cuts
Tomball / Magnolia Heading into the 
2012-13 school year, Magnolia and Tom-
ball ISDs are dealing with the second year 
of severe state budget cuts. With the state 
cutting $5.3 billion to public education 
in the 2011 legislative session, TISD lost 
$12.5 million in state funding for the bien-
nium and $7.2 million of that will come 
out of the 2012-13 budget. MISD lost $12 
million in state funding and split the cuts 
evenly between the 2011-12 and 2012-13 
school years. 

Although Tomball and Magnolia ISDs 
finalize their 2012-13 budgets in August, 
both districts’ board of trustees and admin-
istrative staff did extensive planning last 
summer to prepare for the cuts. Because 
of the pre-planning, there will not be any 
major changes facing the districts in the 
2012-13 school year.

“If you look across the state at what dis-
tricts are doing, some were not so aggres-
sive last year with reductions and are hav-
ing to reduce staff now,”  MISD CFO Erich 
Morris said. “We bit the bullet last year, so it 
helps us in moving forward this year. We’re 
cautious moving into this year because 

of the unknown of what the legislature is 
going to do in the 2014 legislative session.” 

Magnolia ISD
Because of the state budget cuts, MISD 

cut 129 teachers and support staff for the 
2011-12 school year, but it will not have to 
make any staff reductions this year. Though 
the district was able to keep its teacher-to-
student ratio relatively stable last year, the 
reduction in staff was felt in some of its 
special programs,  Morris said.

Previous to the staffing cuts, each ele-
mentary school had its own music, art and 
physical education teacher. Now, these 
teachers are split between two schools, 
which means students spend less time in 
the specialized classes. 

“That tops the list as the most immedi-
ate change that we had as far as personnel 
and what parents see, and we’re watching 
that very carefully,” Superintendent Todd 
Stephens said. “We don’t want to see dimin-
ished affects of our fine arts program, and 
we hope the diminished time isn’t going 
to take away from those programs. It’s just 
something we had to do to adjust for the 

changing times.”
Stephens emphasized the staffing cuts 

only affected the elementary schools — no 
cuts were made to special program staff at 
the secondary level. 

The other significant change in staffing 
last year was moving each campuses’ gifted 
and talented program teachers back into 
the classrooms. Previously, these teachers 

Top Stories

pulled GATE program students out of class 
for one-on-one sessions. 

Although all of these staffing cuts were 
felt districtwide, Stephens said he is thank-
ful the district did not have to cut any pro-
grams outright.

“All in all, we found some resilience, 
and we did make the year work,” he said.  
Full story by Emily Roberts

Northwest Houston Two construc-
tion projects in the works for Hwy. 290 
around Jersey Village have not only 
residents concerned about roadway 
noise, but also the city pursuing noise 
mitigation efforts. 

Last October, the City Council began 
working with Blackburn and Carter, an 
environmental law firm, to pursue some 
form of noise mitigation from the Texas 
Department of Transportation when 
construction begins on the Hwy. 290 
and Beltway 8 interchange this year. 

“When we were looking at the 

City, residents in favor of noise mitigation efforts 
around Hwy. 290

Construction

environmental impact statement associ-
ated with the 290 project, the city made its 
concerns known at that time about quality 
of life as it relates to noise assessment with 
the expansion of 290,” said Mike Castro, 
city manager. 

Although city administrators made 
those concerns known to TxDOT, the 
plans for noise mitigation in Jersey Village 
are minimal, Castro said.

During the May 21 City Council meet-
ing, several residents spoke about the need 
for noise mitigation around the city. 
Full story by Marie Leonard

SnapShot2012-13

STATe funding cuTS*

Revenue peR STudenT**

cOST peR STudenT

fund bALAnce

$7.2 Million 
$7, 042

$7,431

$49 Million 

$6 Million 
$6,700

$7,100

$12 Million 

TOMBALL MAgnOLiA

*In the 2011 legislative session, the state cut $5.3 billion to education for the biennium and districts divided those 
cuts between the 2011-12 and 2012-13 school years  
**Based on state and local taxes Sources:  Tomball and Magnolia iSDs

— giclées on canvas — and the dealers for 
many of these artists are very limited,” 
Fisher said. 

Texas-based artist G. Harvey only 
does around 250 reproductions for each 
piece, which are distributed to 200 dealers 
around the country, Fisher said. They are 
all signed and numbered and come with 
certifications of authenticity.
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

Cypress Owned and Operated

we specialize in mortgages that fit your lifestyle
Company NMLS ID – 273344

Individual NMLS ID – 333134

 Broker & Bank  
 Purchases 
 Refinance

 Debt Consolidation
 Conventional & 

Government Loans 

OFFICE:  832-220-1480  CELLULAR:  832-865-6065 EMAIL FOR A FREE QUOTE: tami@cntmtg.com   WEB: www.cntmtg.com

Awards for Excellence
Winner of Distinction

2010

mmmm Tami LaCoe Channel
President

MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE
1/2 OFF PROCESSING FEE

Expires 8/10/12
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REAL ESTATE

Grogan’s Forest
The Woodlands – 77381

Build-out year: Ongoing

Number of builders: 8

Square footage: 1,500–6,000

Home values: $200,000-$1,200,000

Number of homes: 500

Amenities: Parks, bike paths, tennis courts

Nearby attractions: Woodlands Mall, 
Waterway, Market Street, Tinsel Town, 
Northshore Park

Property taxes: 
Conroe iSD 1.2950000 
Montgomery County 0.4838000 
Montgomery County hospital Dist. 0.0745000 
Montgomery County MUD 60 0.2400000 
Lone Star College System 0.1210000 
The Woodlands Township 0.3250000 
 
Total (per $100 value)                       2.539300

 
Schools: 
Lamar Elementary School (K–4) 
1300 Many Pines, The Woodlands 

Wilkerson intermediate School (5–6) 
12312 Sawmill Road, The Woodlands

Knox Junior high School (7–8) 
12104 Sawmill Road, The Woodlands

The Woodlands College Park (9–12) 
3701 College Park Drive, The Woodlands

66 Marble Wood Place $335,000
3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,622 sq. ft.
Agent: Michael Seder, RE/MAX 
Woodlands & Spring  281-367-7770

14 Silver Lute Place $475,000
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,353 sq. ft.
Agent: Beatrice Bunyan, Better homes and  
Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene  281-444-5140

15 Emory Bend Place $529,000
3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,976 sq. ft.
Agent: Michele Flory, Better homes and 
Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene 713-256-4998

15 Mason Pond Place $600,000
3 Bedroom / 3 Bath 3,400 sq. ft.
Agent: Deann Morales,  
Coldwell Banker United, Realtors  281-363-2500

Data compiled by 
Haley Garcia-Laubenstein

Signature Living Properties

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

14 18 49

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

33 2,114/3,968 $220,000/$678,000

On the market  (As of June 30, 2012)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (July 1, 2011–June 30, 2012)

Market Data The Woodlands
On the market  (June 1–30)

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market for the last 6 months

77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

Less than $149,999 15/83 15/44 — — 46/54 66/81 25/55

$150,000–$199,999 6/45 23/56 13/73 6/88 41/51 77/81 31/72

$200,000–$299,999 8/50 27/66 44/45 23/77 40/64 74/56 52/98

$300,000–$399,999 5/40 24/69 20/44 23/68 14/71 34/103 44/94

$400,000–$499,999 2/208 15/50 17/44 14/134 2/214 14/103 31/131

$500,000–$599,999 4/113 6/29 10/38 — — 12/81 26/90

$600,000–$799,999 6/205 7/124 25/29 1/5 1/22 13/96 26/92

$800,000–$999,999 9/94 6/191 20/136 1/117 1/239 5/187 8/130

$1 million + 19/147 8/209 40/155 1/436 2/327 1/298 20/163

Month

Number of homes sold/Average Price

77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

June 2011 21/$277,228 63/$321,930 100/$471,186 23/$262,001 35/$154,447 77/$160,048 50/$305,986

June 2012 14/$448,866 57/$361,117 110/$438,341 25/$262,566 28/$172,932 54/$164,926 52/$340,821

May 2012 24/$480,000 62/$361,000 63/$425,000 19/$259,000 22/$151,000 71/$179,000 44/$291,000

April 2012 22/$267,544 57/$361,467 65/$469,439 18/$248,007 21/$154,107 62/$216,842 39/$328,238

Mar. 2012 15/$532,000 44/$305,000 56/$425,000 24/$282,000 26/$137,000 66/$172,000 48/$370,000

Feb. 2012 10/$183,090 27/$390,011 30/$442,811 8/$296,437 20/$152,116 67/$210,069 30/$290,819

Jan. 2012 13/$287,800 23/$269,143 24/$629,753 12/$262,112 10/$148,278 41/$191,144 34/$246,258

Dec. 2011 23/$591,676 43/$320,198 40/$381,885 17/$241,982 23/$153,821 71/$177,411 41/$331,886

Nov. 2011 12/$255,098 24/$320,657 27/$444,279 13/$269,030 16/$141,950 41/$193,265 27/$311,256

Monthly home sales

8505 TECHNOLOGY FOREST PLACE, SUITE 803  |  THE WOODLANDS, TEXAS 77381

www.SignatureLivingProperties.com
936-447-9625 

R E A L  E S TAT E  C O N S U LT I N G  AT  I T S  F I N E S T
23 Moatwood - $929,000 10603 Whisperwillow - $365,000

55 Canyon Wren - $415,000

2107 Olivia Springs - 242,0006415 Holden Mills - $273,000

Haley Garcia-Laubenstein
Broker/Owner

haley@haleygarcia.com

Map not to scale
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Native Texas Landscape  ........................31
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$2 off each piece of dry 
cleaning. See page 29.

$5 off purchase of $25 or 
more. See page 29.

10% off your entire 
purchase. See page 30.

$100 off purchase of $1,500 
or more. See page 31.

Find more local coupons online at impactdeals.com

FIND
MORE DEALS ONLINENOW

In Texas, barbecue is more than a food. 
It is a culture, a way of life, often part of 
one’s family and history. It is also a cause 
for heated discussion. The argument of 
“Who makes the best barbecue” is as old 
as barbecue itself. 
For Tommie Battles, owner of Pit Mas-

ter BBQ Cafe, and apparently residents 
of The Woodlands area, there is no argu-
ment. Battles often talks about the owners 
of competing barbecue chain restaurants 
who drop in to sample his creations. 
“They said they come here to check out 

the competition,” Battles said with a laugh. 
“It’s no competition.” 
Local citizens seem to agree. Pit Mas-

ter BBQ was voted “Best Barbecue in 
The Woodlands” for 2010, 2011 and 2012 
in The Woodlands Online’s “Best of The 
Woodlands” survey. 
Pit Master has its roots in some of the 

Meccas of barbecue: in Memphis, from 
where Battles hails and where his father 
worked as a pit master, and from Missouri, 
where Battles opened his fi rst barbecue 
restaurant in St. Louis in 1996. 
“We won every year, best barbecue in St. 

Louis,” he said. 
He also used his trips back to Texas to 

stock his restaurant. Battles would bring 
Blue Bell Ice Cream, Lone Star Beer and 
mesquite wood back to his restaurant in 
Missouri. 
“Immediately we became jam-packed 

with people wanting Texas barbecue,” he 
said. “But we wanted to get back to Texas.” 
Battles moved to Houston with his wife, 

Sue. He opened Pit Master in The Wood-
lands in 2003 on Sawdust Road. Last 
year, he opened a second location on the 
other side of I-45 down Rayford Road. 
“I built that one to take the pressure off 

this one,” he said of the new location. 
There are slight differences in the two, 

mostly in their menu 
items. Battles said 
the Rayford Road 
location serves jam-
balaya, ranch style 
beans and macaroni 
and cheese. 
Each member of 

the Battles family 
works at one of the 
two locations, mak-
ing Pit Master a true 
family enterprise. 
Battles’ eldest son, 

Todd, operates the 
Rayford Road loca-
tion. Youngest son, 
Tyler, along with 
daughter, Sissy, 
work at the Sawdust 
Road restaurant. 
Sue and Battles oversee the op-
erations for both locations. 
As popular as his restaurants 

have become, the catering side 
of the operation has proven to be 
just as successful. 
“We feed almost as many peo-

ple outside of here as we do in 
here,” Battles said. 

Pit Master caters an average of fi ve 
events per day, including events for some 
of The Woodlands’ highest profi le compa-
nies such as CB&I, Anadarko, Tetra Tech-
nologies, Exxon. “And weddings,” Battles 
said. “We do a lot of weddings.”

—Community Impact Newspaper Business Profile, March 2012, by Brian Walzel

www.pitmasterbbq.net
Pit-Master BBQ

Brisket House & Pig Stand 
842 Rayford Rd • at the Railroad Tracks 

281-362-1111
Tuesday - Sunday

11 AM - 9 PM
Closed Monday

Dine In • Carry Out • Curb Side

Pit-Master BBQ Cafe
343 Sawdust Rd • 77380

281-419-3644
Monday - Saturday

11 AM - 9 PM
Closed Sunday

Dine In • Carry Out • Drive Thru

Buy 1 BBQ Plate and Receive a 2nd BBQ 
Plate or Sandwich of Equal or Lesser Valueq

1/2 off!
One coupon per table. DINE IN ONLY. 
Up to a $8.95 value. Expires 8/10/12

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Peace, Love,
HERBS ...

8021 Research Forest Dr., Ste. C1
The Woodlands, 77382

281-419-8500
peaceloveherbs@gmail.com Ku
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TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR HEALTH & WELL-BEING

C18021 Research Forest Dr., Ste. C
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Your source for natural herbal supplements, 
teas, essential oils, incense, diffusers, crys-
tals, jewelry and gifts. We also offer Reiki, 
ear candling, and slimming herbal wraps.

CCC111searchh FFFore tst DDDr SStSte CCC RR

ppgg

$5 OFF 
Purchase of $25 or More

Offer expires 8-10-12.

 Free Delivery

New Customers
Free dry cleaning on suit or dress, pair of pants and one laundered 

shirt or blouse

Exceptional Quality 
& Service

Serving The Woodlands 
for over 37 years

Family Owned
& Operated

THE WOODLANDS 1ST DRY CLEANER  37 YEARS

We want to be your dry cleaner!

3 Locations to Serve You!

THE WOODLANDS CLEANERS
THE VILLAGE CLEANERS

50% 
OFF
Terramont 

Location Only
Mention or present this offer. 

Not valid with any other offers. 
Expires 8-10-12

$2.00 
OFF

DRY CLEANING
Mention or present this offer. 

Not valid with any other offers. 
Expires 8-10-12

Wednesday Special

Grogans Mill Center  •  � e Shoppes at Terramont
THE WOODLANDS CLEANERS

281-367-2490 281-298-2337

Panther Creek Village Square
THE VILLAGE CLEANERS

281-292-6411

EACH PIECE

EACH PIECE

ALL
Floors&More

CoffeeIcon.com
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Voted #1 Lawn Services Company in The Woodlands

 Lawn Ranger 
Company, Inc.

Lawn 
Maintenance 
Division
• Lawn Maintenance
• Landscape 
   Maintenance
• Irrigation Repairs

Green Lawn
System
Fertilization
Pest & Disease Control
• Turf
• Ornamentals
• Shrubs
• Trees / Shrubs

Landscape 
Division
• Enhancements
• Color Installation
• Color Change
• Shrub Beds 
• Mulch
• Cleanups

of

R

Place
st

2012 1

Voted:
Best Landscaper
Best Irrigation
Best Grass, Dirt & Mulch
Best Lawn Services

A special thanks to our 
wonderful customers 

and talented employees

Call for a FREE Estimate & Lawn Analysis

281.681.1025 {0} 
281.419.5311 {F}

www.lawnrangercompany.com

$10 OFF
Chinch Bug 

Treatment
Expires: 8/31/12

Offer code: CIN

713-467-1125  • 281-897-0001  • www.wiredes.com

Having the right generator installed in your home is the key to an easy mind during any storm 
or power outage. Wired Electrical Services will do a turnkey installation of your generator.

ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
• Panel Upgrades
• New Construction
• Home Inspections
• Troubleshooting

• Remodeling
• Repair & Service
• Structured Wiring
•Landscape Lighting

$30 OFF
Your Next Service Call

Limited time offer. Limit one per address 
per year. Not to be combined with any other 

discount or offer.
Master #100394 TECL #22809

Electrical Services

G E N E R AT O R S   •  A U T O M AT I C  S TA N D B Y  F O R  Y O U R  H O M E  O R  B U S I N E S S

Life is better
powerwith

Up to
10 Year
Warranty

*call for details

FINANCING AVAILABLE

MAY_AHS_EXPANDED_SELECTION_4C_ROP_V3

OWNED AND OPERATED BY: TIM MORELAND

THE WOODLANDS
4775 W. PANTHER CREEK DR. • THE WOODLANDS, TX 77381 • 281-292-8779

the BRANDS, PRODUCT
SELECTION & GREAT PRICES

of Sears is now in YOUR neighborhood

learn more about us at SearsHardwareStores.com

ALL THE TOP BRANDS FOR YOUR HOME

Lawn & Garden • Home Electronics • Tools • Major Appliances • Fitness Equipment

TOOLS

LAWN & GARDEN

APPLIANCES

IMPORTANT DEFERRED INTEREST DETAILS (when offered); Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the purchase balance is not paid in full within the promotional 
period or if you make a late payment. Minimum payments required. With credit approval, for qualifying purchases made on a Sears card (Sears Commercial One® accounts excluded) Sears 
Home Improvement AccountSM valid on installed sales only. Offer is only valid for consumer accounts in good standing and is subject to change without notice; see store for details. May not 
be combined with any other promotional offer. SEARS CARDS: As of 5/1/2012, APR for purchases: VARIABLE 7.24%-27.24% or NON-VARIABLE 14.00%-29.99%. MINIMUM INTEREST 
CHARGE: UP TO $2. See card agreement for details, including the APRs and fees applicable to you. Sears cards are issued by Citibank, N.A. Sears Solutions cards are issued by HSBC 
Bank Nevada, N.A. An Annual Membership Fee up to $59 may apply. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK: Exclusions apply. See Sears Return Policy for more details.

◆Extra 5% instant savings when you use a qualifying Sears card. 
Offer good thru 5/31/12. Excludes Sears Commercial One® accounts 
and Outlet Stores. Sears Home Improvement AccountSM applies on 
installed merchandise only. ◆◆Offer applies to total lawn & garden 
purchases over $299 and is calculated on purchase price less 
all coupons, discounts and reward certifi cates, not including tax, 
installation or delivery. Offer not valid with Sears Commercial One® 
and Sears Improvement AccountSM accounts. Offer good thru 7/31/12.

Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the 
purchase balance is not paid in full within 12 months or if you make a 
late payment. Minimum payments required. Offer good thru 6/30/12.

      5% INSTANT SAVINGS◆ 

OR NO INTEREST IF PAID 
IN FULL IN 12 MONTHS◆◆ 
on total lawn & garden purchases over 
$299 when you use a qualifying Sears card 
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8021 Research Forest Dr., Ste. C1
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Your source for natural herbal supplements, 
teas, essential oils, incense, diffusers, crys-
tals, jewelry and gifts. We also offer Reiki, 
ear candling, and slimming herbal wraps.
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$5 OFF 
Purchase of $25 or More

Offer expires 8-10-12.

 Free Delivery

New Customers
Free dry cleaning on suit or dress, pair of pants and one laundered 

shirt or blouse

Exceptional Quality 
& Service

Serving The Woodlands 
for over 37 years

Family Owned
& Operated

THE WOODLANDS 1ST DRY CLEANER  37 YEARS

We want to be your dry cleaner!

3 Locations to Serve You!

THE WOODLANDS CLEANERS
THE VILLAGE CLEANERS

50% 
OFF
Terramont 

Location Only
Mention or present this offer. 

Not valid with any other offers. 
Expires 8-10-12

$2.00 
OFF

DRY CLEANING
Mention or present this offer. 

Not valid with any other offers. 
Expires 8-10-12

Wednesday Special

Grogans Mill Center  •  � e Shoppes at Terramont
THE WOODLANDS CLEANERS

281-367-2490 281-298-2337

Panther Creek Village Square
THE VILLAGE CLEANERS

281-292-6411

EACH PIECE

EACH PIECE

www.thelegendssportscomplex.com

LEGENDS  F I TNESS
Boot Camp

 Cardio Boxing

Spin Class

Power Hour

Core Class

TRX

 Yoga

 Zumba

Self Defense Classes 

Zumba Master

GET HEALTHY AND FIT

All American Sports Package Birthday Party
The ULTIMATE Sports Birthday Party!
Be a guest at your athlete’s party!

Legends Basketball Academy 
Boys and Girls 2nd thru 12th grade

Practices: Tuesdays or Thursdays · Games: Saturdays 9-4
Cost: $200* *$24 Annual Sports Program Fee for Non-members

skkkkkkettbballll AAcadddemyAAAAndds BBBasgennLLLeggengennn

Legends Club Volleyball
Girls 16 and Under Tryouts:  September 21

5:00 – 7:00pm 15 &16 | 7:00 – 9:00pm 14 & under

“FIGHT TO GET FIT” Legends Cardio Boxing Classes
Monday-Thursday & Saturday | $70 per month

Includes unlimited Cardio Boxing classes FREE access to 
Legends Sports Complex

CCCClllluubbbb VVVVoolllllllleeyybyybbbaallllllyybbLLLegeennddddss

gegegegegeggegegegegggg ndndndndnddndndndndsssssss s SSpSpSpSpSpSpSpSpSpppppororororoorororortstststststststststs CCCCCCCCCComomomomomomomomom lplplplplplplplplplppp eexexexexxxxxxxeeeexexexxexLLLeLeLLeLeLeeeLeLLLeLLLLeLeeeeLeggggggggggg

Legends Youth Flag Football
Boys and Girls 5 – 12 years old 

Practices: Tuesdays or Thursdays Games: Saturdays (Double Headers) 

Cost: $200*  *$24 Annual Sports Program Fee for Non-members

GREAT OFFER Below

ssportsscccoommmmppplleeexxx.cccooommm

SSSSSSSSSS

ssesesssesssessses

ererer

FIT

portssccoommpplllleexx ccoomm

Fifteen Dollars

OFF
Legends Basketball Academy

Cost $200  
Must Sign up Before 

August 20th 

Submit your resume to jobs@impactnews.com

Community Impact Newspaper is the fastest growing news organization in Texas (INC. Magazine 2010-2011)

www.impactnews.com

Expanding to Katy
We are seeking talented, driven individuals to �ll
key positions for the upcoming Katy Edition of 

Community Impact Newspaper

General Manager
Editor and Reporter

Advertising Account Executive
Graphic Designer
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appointments available at www.thewoodlandseyecenter.com

FREE
polycarbonate lens upgrade 

with every complete pair of 
eyeglasses purchase

$70 SAVINGS
Bring ad in or just mention code IMPACTPOLY. 
Expires 8/9/12

Indian Springs H.E.B. Plaza: 10807 Kuykendahl Road, Suite 408 
The Woodlands, 77382 • 281-298-8332

Dr. Tammy Pham, O.D.

SERVING TOMBALL •  MAGNOLIA AREA FOR OVER 35 YEARS

F R E E  E S T I M AT E S

“A Fence to You,
         a Reputation to Us.”

281-356-2496
www.acefence.com

10% 
Independence Day 

Discount
With coupon only. 
Expires 8/10/12
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CARPET • TILE • LAMINATE • WOOD • GRANITE COUNTERTOPS • BLINDS

L I F E T I M E  I N S T A L L A T I O N  W A R R A N T Y

Your Neighborhood Flooring Store!Your Neighborhood Flooring Store!ALL
FLOORS&MORE

 We Will Bring the 
    Showroom to You!

 FREE In Home 
    Estimates!

 12 Months Same 
    As Cash!

 Lower Prices 
    GUARANTEED

 Family Owned & Operated

 Certi� ed Installers

 All USA Products

THE WOODLANDS, MAGNOLIA: 832-934-2688
CONROE, MONTGOMERY: 936-588-0032

TOMBALL, CYPRESS, SPRING: 281-857-6851

1ST QUALITY 1ST QUALITY
Shaw Laminate

40 oz. Carpet

Granite Countertops

Shaw Handscraped
Lifetime Warranty Wood

Any Purchase
 of $1,500 or More

Starting 
at

Per Square Foot • Installed

Per Square Foot • Installed

Per Square Foot • Installed

Per Square Foot • Installed

Per Square Foot • Installed
Including Pad and All Trim

Memory Foam Spill Proof Pad & 
Removal of Old Carpet Included

Including 1 ½” Bullnose
PLUS FREE SINK

Includes All Trim

$3.29 $1.79

$32

$5.99
With coupon. Expires 8/10/12 With coupon. Expires 8/10/12

Minimum purchase of 55 sq. ft. 
With coupon. Expires 8/10/12

With coupon. Expires 8/10/12

With coupon. Not valid with any other 
offers Expires 8/10/12 With coupon. Expires 8/10/12

American Made 12mm 
Shaw Laminate

NEW PRICE!

$3.99

Get Your New Fl� �  
Installed Today 
and Pay La� r

$100 
OFF

10% OFF 
ALL-INCLUSIVE 

BOARDING 

DAYCAMP    ALL-INCLUSIVE BOARDING    TRAININGP    ALL-INCLUSIVE BOARDINGMP    ALL-INCLUSIVE BOARDING

32403 FM 2978, WEST WOODLANDS 

281-259-8672
WWW.TXDOGHOUSE.COM

FIRST DAY

FREE

$50 
OFF

2 WEEKS OF 
BOARD & TRAIN 

$20 
OFF 
3 PRIVATE 

TRAINING SESSIONS 
Limit 1 coupon per customer. Cannot be 

combined with any other offer. Must present 
coupon to redeem. Excludes holidays. 

Exp. 8/10/12

OR

2-7 nights. Limit 1 coupon per customer. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Must 

present coupon to redeem. 
Exp. 8/10/12

DESIGN CONSULTATION

& ESTIMATEFREE
• Flagstone Patios
• Pools / Ponds / Water Falls
• Outdoor Kitchens / Firepits

• Landscape Design & Installation
• Pavers / Stamped Concrete
• Sprinkler Systems

• Landscape Lighting
• Pergolas / Arbors
• Patio Covers 

2635 Old Louetta Loop (1.5m West of I-45 on Louetta) 281•651•1971

www.NativeTexasLandscapes.net

TOMBALL
281-351-2345

Academy Center
SH 249 @ FM 2920

LAKEWOOD
281-376-8364

Lakewood Forest Center
SH 249 @ Louetta

WOODLANDS
936-321-2345

Randall’s Center
FM 1488 @ SH 242

CYPRESS
281-213-8199

Kroger Center
SH 290 @ Spring Cypress

GLEANNLOCH
281-376-2422

Kroger Center
Champion Forest @ Spring Cypress

“We Care About You”

All Stylists Are Certifi ed Redken 
Color Specialists

www.classichairsalon.com

HIGHLIGHT,
HAIRCUT, & STYLE

New Clients Only

$30 OFF
New Clients Only

$10 OFF
HAIRCUT
& STYLE

“Five REDKEN Salons Specializing in Color”

• Corrective Color Specialists
• Special Occasion Up-dos
• Hair Extensions/Brazilian Blowout
• Open 6 Days/4 Nights
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9250 Pinec ro f t    The Woodlands ,  T X  77380   713.897.2300

For physician referral, call 713.222.CARE (2273) or visit memorialhermann.org. 

Ranked among Nation’s 15 Top Health Systems® by Thomson Reuters*
•

Ranked among America’s 50 Best Hospitals™ by HealthGrades® three consecutive years (2010–2012)
•

Ranked among the nation’s 100 Top Hospitals® by Thomson Reuters* four consecutive years (2009–2012)
•

Granted Magnet® status by the American Nurses Credentialing Center
•

Recognized as an accredited Bariatric Surgery Center  
by The American College of Surgeons Bariatric Surgery Center Network

•
Cancer program accredited with commendation  

by The American College of Surgeons Commission on Cancer
•

Earned the Gold Seal of Approval for Primary Stroke Centers from the Joint Commission
•

Recognized as an accredited Chest Pain Center by The Society of Chest Pain Centers

* As part of the Memorial Hermann Hospital System: The Woodlands, Southeast, Southwest and Northwest Hospitals.

CONTINUALLY RECOGNIZED  
FOR DELIVERING A

HIGHER LEVEL OF CARE
In our quest for healthcare excellence, Memorial Hermann The Woodlands Hospital  

sets the standard. And continuously striving to earn the most acclaimed  
accreditations ensures we keep redefining that standard.


