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Sales in south county strongest among all other county markets

County real estate market 
driven by jobs, transportation

About 80 homes were sold in 2011 in South Montgomery County’s The Falls at Imperial Oaks subdivision.

By Brian Walzel
A combination of a booming business 

economy and major transportation cor-
ridors have been primary factors in South 
Montgomery County leading the rest of 
the county in real estate sales. With The 
Woodlands home to a number of energy 
companies that employ hundreds of people 
and the surrounding area feeding off the 
growth, home buyers are looking to the 
south county area more often than other 
parts of the county.

“The Woodlands has been the dominant 
factor in south county and sales have been 
so strong that south county has always just 
completely outperformed the northern part 
of the county,” said Jim Gaines, research 
economist at the Real Estate Center at Texas 
A&M University.

According to data provided by the Hous-
ton Association of Realtors which utilizes 
Multiple Listing Services sales data, from 

2007 to 2011, there were 17,492 homes 
sold in MLS Area 15, which comprises the 
south county area. By comparison, each of 
the four other MLS areas in Montgomery 
County combined reported sales of 12,952 
homes during the same period.

During that five-year span, 58 percent of 
homes sold in Montgomery County were in 
MLS Area 15.

Sam Yager III is executive vice presi-
dent of Sam Yager Inc., which controls  
two major residential developments in 
Montgomery County: Kings Mill near Hwy. 
59 and Harper’s Preserve, near I-45 and 
Hwy. 242. He compared the similar growth 
dynamic that has occurred on Houston’s 
west side with South Montgomery County.

“All the mobility improvements and the 
energy corridor have been a catalyst for 
Cinco Ranch,” Yager said, “and the north 
is now moving in that direction with Exx-
onMobil [opening] and several other  

By Christine Hall
The Spring Creek Greenway, 

which features a large section 
located in The Woodlands, is 
expanding both its land coverage 
and its scope of features. 

A 7.5-mile stretch connecting 
Jesse H. Jones Park with Pundt 
Park in Harris County was dedi-
cated during a March 10 cer-
emony. Once completed, Spring 
Creek Greenway will be a 33-mile 

preserve that will be the largest 
connected green corridor in an 
urban area in the U.S., according 
to those involved in the project. 

“Conservation has always been 
an important topic,” said Robert 
Collins, special counsel for Mont-
gomery County Precinct 3. “This 
stretch is another opportunity to 
leave as much land as possible in 
its natural state, and it is a tre-
mendous asset to the region.”

The greenway spans from FM 
2978 in southern Montgomery 
County east to Hwy. 59 in north-
ern Harris County with Spring 
Creek separating the counties. 

Ultimately, it will connect and 
preserve about 15,000 acres of 
forest while offering education 
and recreation resources. 

People visiting the Spring Creek 
Greenway can now travel by foot, 
bicycle or horseback through 
large gateway preserves includ-
ing the Montgomery County 
Preserve, Peckinpaugh Preserve, 
Pundt Park or Jones Park. There 
are also bridges, places to fish and 
beaches, Collins said.

The newly-added stretch of 
land will include additional 
hiking, bicycle and horseback 

energy companies.”
Several major energy companies either 

have their headquarters in The Wood-
lands or have offices there that employ 
hundreds of people. According to the 
South Montgomery County Woodlands 
Economic Development Partnership, 
Anadarko Petroleum Corp. has more than 
2,500 employees. Chevron Phillips has 

a Woodlands office with more than 650 
employees. Plans for more companies and 
expansions are on the way, with Anadarko 
building another 30-story tower and 
Nexeo Solutions relocating to the upcom-
ing 3 Waterway Square building.

“[The Woodlands] is becoming a des-
tination for the relocation of companies 
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The Spring Creek Greenway will ultimately preserve 33 miles of greenspace. 
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Come Home to the Best-Selling
Community in Texas*.

Homes within The Woodlands are constructed and sold by builders not affiliated with The Woodlands 
Development Company (TWDC) or any of its affiliates, companies or partnerships. Neither TWDC nor any 
of its affiliated companies or partnerships guarantees or warrants the obligations of, or construction by, 
such builders.  Prices and specifications subject to change. Membership fees may be required. * According 
to 50 Top-Selling U.S. Master Planned Communities compiled by John Burns Real Estate Consulting.  3/12

Homes priced from the $160’s to more than $3 million • 281-719-6333 • TheWoodlands.com
TAKE I-45 TO WOODLANDS PARKWAY, GO WEST ON WOODLANDS PARKWAY TO THE HOMEFINDER CENTER.

Five Houston Locations
Call for a Location Near You. 1-888-647-6611

Houston | Austin | San Antonio | Dallas

billiardfactory.com

Save During Our March Madness Sale!

PALM SUNDAY | APRIL 1
8:30 & 9:35 a.m. Chapel Worship
9:15 a.m. The Harvest Contemporary
11 a.m.+ Traditional Worship

MAUNDY THURSDAY | APRIL 5 
7:30+ p.m. Traditional Worship

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP | APRIL 6
12 p.m. Traditional Worship
5 p.m. Community Fish Fry
7 p.m.+ Contemporary Worship

HOLY SATURDAY | APRIL 7
10 a.m. Children’s Easter Egg Hunt
6:11 p.m. Loft Contemporary Worship 

EASTER SUNDAY | APRIL 8
8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. & 11 a.m.+
Traditional Worship

9:29 a.m.+ & 11:11 a.m. 
Loft Contemporary Worship

2200 Lake Woodlands Dr.  |  The Woodlands, TX 77380  |  281.297.5900  
 + live streaming worship available online  |  watch.thewoodlandsumc.org
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Reader Feedback
What do you think of the implementation of the  
STAAR test? 

It is too early to tell.

67%
It is a much-needed change.

14%
It will have no effect.

9.5%
I prefer the old test.

9.5%
Results from an unscientific web survey, collected 2/17/2012–3/8/2012
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Reader Feedback

Woodlands Township approved financial 
model calls for lower potential tax rate
“I am a resident of The Woodlands, and I would like to learn 
more about the proposal to incorporate. On the surface a 70% 
increase in property taxes doesn’t sound that appealing, so I 
would really like to try to understand the benefits associ-
ated with incorporation. I would like to see The Woodlands 
Township Board of Directors engage in a more aggressive 
educational campaign to help residents understand what this 
change means beyond a tax hike.”

—Brad K.

When I was a little girl, 
my parents gave me the 
nickname of “Scoop.” I 
was interested in what was 
going on around me and 
felt compelled to report 

or give updates about it. Although my 
perspective at the time was only as big as 
my neighborhood and school, my parents 
recognized that I wanted to be connected 
and share information. I see now how 
fitting that nickname was as years later I 
serve as General Manager for Community 
Impact The Woodlands.

That idea of connectivity is a common 
theme in this month’s edition of Com-
munity Impact. Projects such as the Spring 
Creek Greenway and the proposed exten-
sion of Woodlands Parkway continue to 
unite people and places. In addition, The 
Woodlands provides us with an opportu-
nity to connect with culture through art. 

This month we provide you with a compre-
hensive guide to the more than 40 works of 
public art in The Woodlands.

Community Impact also strives to con-
nect readers to local businesses through 
our impacts, business features and dining 
profiles. We feel it is important for readers 
to know more about their local businesses 
and the stories behind them. Our goal at 
Community Impact is to equip our readers 
with relevant news and information so that 
they may become more connected to their 
communities. 

We invite you to connect with us by 
liking us on Facebook at impactnews.com/
wdl-facebook and by following us on Twit-
ter through @impactnews_wdl. 

Connect Online

Check out the new and improved 
impactnews.com

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  impactnews.
com

Find us on Facebook at  impactnews.com/
wdl-facebook

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_wdl

Find local coupons online at  impactdeals.com

Easily browse or search news articles from your 
community or across the state.

Stay informed with daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information.

Learn about upcoming events with the community  
calendar.

Make your voice heard by commenting on articles or 
participating in online polls.
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7  Hailed by its owners as a place where 
“children can by children and adults can 
be adults,” Zunum will open by the end of 
March at 1620 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 
100. The restaurant provides a supervised, 
enclosed play area along with themed 
characters called “Zunumites.” The menu 
features upscale international cuisine.
281-419-5400, www.zunum.net

8  The Glasscock Hearing Implant 
Center is open at 26620 I-45 N. The store 
services benefit individuals who suffer 
from hearing loss and can provide patients 
with moderately severe to profound 
hearing loss with a Maxum partial middle 
ear implant. 281-203-0260.

Coming Soon

9  Black Forest Ventures has announced 
two new properties to be built within the 
Black Forest Technology Park at 2725 and 
2750 Technology Forest Blvd. The new 
properties will be identical, two-story 
32,000-square-foot buildings with Class 
A amenities. Black Forest Technology 
Park consists of eight fully leased existing 
buildings, as well as a seven-acre tract of 

Now Open

1  The Woodlands Lodge luxury 
apartments, located near the Grogan’s 
Mill Village Center at 2500 S. Millbend 
Drive, are now open and accepting leases. 
The Woodlands Lodge offers residents 
one and two-bedroom floor plans with 
wood-finished flooring, open kitchens with 
islands, custom wood cabinetry, a fitness 
center, media room and game room.  
888-252-3553, www.woodlandslodge.com 
 
2  Patio’s Latin Cuisine, located at 

30420 FM 2978, Ste. 400, opened Feb. 
29. The eatery features an open kitchen 
and specializes in Mexican and Latin 
food. Patio’s also offers a full service bar 
with wines from around the world. The 
restaurant hosts special events and patrons 
can reserve a private room.  
281-419-1800, www.patioslatincuisine.com 
 
3  Located at the Alden Bridge Sports 

Park at 4751 Hwy. 242, the Veggie Village 
Donation Garden is a project of Interfaith 
of The Woodlands. The garden provides 
fresh produce for Interfaith’s food pantry, 
as well as promotes community spirit and 

activity as individuals work together.  
281-363-9910,  
www.woodlandsinterfaith.org 
 
4  Offering a variety of fresh baked 

goods, including bread, cakes, cookies 
and eclairs, Perfect Blend Bakery Cafe 
is open at 329 Sawdust Road. The family-
owned and operated bakery also serves 
sandwiches and two soups each day, as 
well as coffee drinks. 281-203-5115 
 
5  Peace, Love and Herbs, at 8021 

Research Forest Drive, Ste. C1, sells all 
natural herbal supplements, teas, essential 
oils, incense, diffusers, crystals, jewelry 
and gifts. The store also offers Reiki, ear 
candles and slimming herbal wraps with 
other services coming soon. 281-419-8500 
 
6  Safelite AutoGlass opened March 12 

at 19285 David Memorial Drive, Ste. 200 
in Shenandoah. Safelite provides vehicle 
glass repair and replacement services. The 
store allows for more same-day and next-
day in-shop service, in addition to mobile 
services. The 4,500-square-foot facility 
features a waiting area with HDTV cable 
service. 800-800-2727, www.safelite.com 
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POOLS&SPAS

Discover your 
backyard’s 
potential!

• Landscape & Outdoor 
   Lighting

• New Construction 
   & Remodeling

• Outdoor Kitchens 
   & Arbors

• Fire Pits & Features
• Pool Tile Cleaning 
• Weekly/Monthly 

   Maintenance 

25310 FM 2978
TOMBALL, 77375

281-351-1800
www.WeGetYouWet.com

Preferred builder:
Highland Homes 
Darling Homes

Free Outdoor Fire 
Pit or Waterfall 

with Pool Installation
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land available for a future built-to-suit. 
Black Forest Ventures is pre-leasing the 
properties now; construction is expected 
to be completed in spring 2013.  
www.blackforestventures.com 
 
10 Rebel’s Honky Tonk plans to open 
at 26710 I-45 N. at the end of April. The 
owners will also open Grassmonkey 
Saloon at the former Side Street Pub site, 
behind the Rebel’s location; and One Oak 
will occupy the spot where BLVD was 
formerly located. Rebel’s will feature a 
large dance floor, full service bars, country 
and dance music, and a mechanical bull. 
The club will be open to those 21 and up. 
Grassmonkey, also 21 and up, will offer 
a variety of games, including virtual golf 
and classic arcade games. One Oak will be 
open to those 18 and up and will feature 
dance club music.  
www.rebelshonkytonk.com

11  Scheduled to open in winter 2012, 
Grogan’s Ridge Office Condominiums, a 
project of SHB Developments, offers four 
office space units with 1,225 square feet of 
space. Construction on the 4,900-square-
foot development begins this month. 
The single-story, ranch-style facility 
will resemble the Forest Ridge Office 
Condominiums on Technology Forest 
Blvd. Contracts on office space are now 
being accepted. 832-683-9430,  
www.grogansridgeofficecondos.com

12  Waste Connections, which 
announced in December it was relocating 
its headquarters to The Woodlands, has 
leased 49,000 square feet of office space at 
3 Waterway Place. Waste Connections is 
an integrated solid waste services company 
that provides solid waste collection, 
transfer, disposal and recycling services. 
The building is scheduled to open in  
early 2013.  877-288-9269,  
www.wasteconnections.com

13 Nexeo Solutions, previously 
announced as a tenant for 64,000 square 
feet at 3 Waterway Place, has increased 
its office space commitment to 106,000 
square feet. Nexeo Solutions LLC is an 

independent global chemicals, plastics, 
composites and environmental services 
distribution company. 281-297-0700, 
www.nexeosolutions.com

14  Scheduled for an early- to mid-
April opening Bar Louie will open at 
24 Waterway Avenue. This is the first 
Houston-area location and the third in 
Texas for Bar Louie, which features an 
array of beer selections, microbrews, 
wine and artfully concocted cocktails in 
an upscale, contemporary setting. The 
restaurant’s menu features oversized 
sandwiches, appetizers and pastas.  
www.barlouieamerica.com

Expansion

15 Viva Itacate Bakery & Cafe at 544 
Sawdust Road has expanded its store from 
1,000 square feet to 2,200 square feet. Viva 
Itacate serves upscale regional Mexican 
breakfast and lunch as well sweet breads, 
custom cakes and many types of coffee 
including cappuccino and lattes. The 
business was founded in Tampico, Mexico 
32 years ago and is locally owned and 
operated by the founder’s  daughters. Some 
of their specialities include cochinita pibil, 
chilaquiles, torta sandwiches, empanadas, 
tres leches cakes and custom decorated 
fondant cakes.  298-298-7377,  
www.vivaitacate.com

Relocation

16 Electronic Memories has moved its 
operations from 24 Waterway Avenue 
to the Brownstone Office Condos at 
25511 Budde Road, Ste. 1101. Electronic 
Memories offers web design and graphics 
solutions for local and international 
businesses. 281-449-363,  
www.electronicmemories.com

Closing

17  Sears Holding Corp. has announced it 
will sell 11 of its Sears stores, including its 
store at The Woodlands Mall, to General 
Growth Properties. The transactions are 
expected to be completed by the end of 

Cassandra and Shayna Cole have opened Perfect Blend Bakery Cafe, at 329 Sawdust Road.

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email wdlnews@impactnews.com.

4

Compiled by Brian Walzel

Viva Itacate Bakery has expanded its restaurant 
from 1,000 to 2,200 square feet.
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Woodlands leaders came out to help celebrate the 
annoucement of The Woodlands Strykers.
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Rayford Rd.

April. The store will continue to operate as 
Sears into 2013, with final closing dates to 
be determined. GGP owns The Woodlands 
Mall. www.searsholdings.com

In the News

18 The Woodlands franchise of Texas 
Collegiate League Baseball and team 
owner Ramiro Lozano announced 
recently that the team name will be The 
Woodlands Strykers. The team and league 
is designed to give college level baseball 
players experience in a minor league-style 
environment. The Strykers will begin 
play in June at The Woodlands Christian 
Academy baseball field and will play a 60-
game schedule through July against teams 
in Texas and Louisiana. The Strykers will 
play 30 games at home and 30 games on 
the road. 936-697-1864,  
www.texascollegiateleague.com

 Join now for $650! 
For more information,  

call 877-695-4347.
www.canongatetexas.com

Offer expires April 30, 2012. Restrictions may apply. 

Take life outside .
5 Courses, 1 Membership

“Yesterday my wife and I and our two children 
spent our first day as Canongate members 

having a great lunch and then spending three 
hours outdoors together having more fun 
than we’ve had in a long time, and playing 

golf too. You gave me a gift that I will 
treasure the rest of my life.”

-Canongate Member since 2011
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CALENDAR

March 31, April 1
By Brian Walzel

The 10th Annual Spring home and Garden Show at The Woodlands Waterway Marriott hotel 
and Convention Center features many of the same home improvement opportunities show 
visitors have come to expect over the years, as well as several features that are new for  
this year.

“We have the 4D home theater from home Media Professionals, which includes submersive 
sound, and they’re going to show people how to do 3D home videos,” said Tony Wood, 
president of Texwoods Shows inc. 

The Spring home and Garden Show features several Woodlands and houston area 
businesses that specialize in home improvement products. Many of the companies also 
provide expert advice and ideas on how homeowners can spruce up their homes this spring 
with large and small projects.

“We have taken great care to make sure we have a good exhibitor mix,” Wood said. “There 
have been a lot of projects done at houses form exhibitors at our show.” 

in addition to leading home improvement companies, the show will also feature several 
guest speakers who will be discussing a range of topics including green building, nursery 
management and gardening, kitchen design, home organization techniques and remodeling. 

9 a.m.–7 p.m. (March 31), 10 a.m.–6 p.m. (April 1) • $9 (adults), $7 (seniors) • The Woodlands 
Waterway Marriott hotel and Convention Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive • 713-799-8324, 
www.woodlandsshows.com
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Visitors to last year’s Spring Home and Garden Show visit the Cunningham Gas Products booth at The 
Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel and Convention Center.

10th Annual Spring Home and Garden Show

the Giving Goes Glam Fashion Show will 
raise funds to support community services 
provided by interfaith of The Woodlands and 
JLNhSMC. Seating is limited to 500 people. 
$100 • 11 a.m.–1 p.m. • The Woodlands 
Waterway Marriott hotel and Convention 
Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive 
832-615-8230, www.woodlandsinterfaith.org

April 

7 Muddy Trails

The Fifth Annual Muddy Trails Bash features a 
course that winds through the George Mitchell 
Nature Preserve, located on 1,700 acres 
adjacent to Rob Fleming Park in the Village 
of Creekside Park. Runners and walkers can 
participate in the chip-timed Muddy Trails 5K 
or 10K trail races; kids can take part in the 
one-mile Little Muddy Kids Fun Run. Also, the 
Second Annual Muddy Trails 5K-9 Fun Run 
allows participants to run with one pet along 
the 5K course.  All participants will receive 
a T-shirt, and pets will receive a doggie 
bandana. $25–$40 (registration fees) • 3–8 
p.m. • George Mitchell Nature Preserve, 6055 
Creekside Forest Drive • 281-210-3800,  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

March
23 Understanding Energy

Learn the basics of the energy industry from 
an economic and geopolitical perspective, 
including the role of electricity production 
and alternative energies in the U.S. Get 
the answers to questions like: how does 
U.S. energy production compare to other 
countries? how will the U.S. sustain its energy 
production? how much longer will the U.S. 
burn coal? • $20 (includes lunch) 
11 a.m.–1 p.m. • Lone Star Community 
Building, 5000 Research Forest Drive 
281-290-2925 • www.woodlandschamber.org

24 The Woodlands CrawPHish Festival

The Pulmonary hypertension Associations 
local fundraiser, Cure Ph, and The Chamber’s 
Young Professionals Network have joined 
together to put on The Woodlands Crawfish 
Festival. Event attendees will enjoy crawfish, 
jambalaya, desserts and a variety of 
refreshments while listening to live music. A 
designated children’s area features a variety 
of activities including a moonwalk and sno- 
cones. There are only a limited number of 
tickets available for the festival. $25 (ages 
11 and up), $15 (10 and under); cost includes 
one plate of food and one drink. • 11 a.m.–6 
p.m. Town Green Park, 2005 Lake Robbins 
Drive • 281-639-8750
www.thewoodlandscrawfishfestival.com

The Woodlands Flea Market

The Woodlands Flea Market provides a 
means for The Woodlands residents to sell 
unwanted household goods. The flea market 
is a cooperative event with all The Woodlands’ 
villages participating. A small fee is charged 
to the sellers to defer flea market expenses. 
There is no fee for buyers. Any proceeds over 
cost are given back to the community in the 
form of scholarships, grants and other village 
association projects. Free • 7–10 a.m. 
Town Center Parking Garage, southwest 
corner of Lake Robbins Drive and Six Pines 
Drive • 281-290-3976, 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

25 Celebrate Life

The Grief Resource Center hosts the 8th 
Annual Celebrate Life Butterfly Release. 
The event includes an inspirational speaker, 
music and refreshments. Butterfly cut-outs 
are provided for everyone to paint and 
take home. The highlight of the evening is 
the release of live Monarch butterflies to 
remember, celebrate and honor lost loved 
ones. Reservations are required as space and 
butterflies are limited. $10 donation 
6–8 p.m. • Wesley Room at The Woodlands 
United Methodist Church, 2200 Lake Robbins 
Drive • 281-292-6800 • www.tgrconline.org

26 Casino Night

The Greater Montgomery County Restaurant 
Association hosts a casino night fundraiser 
benefitting Montgomery County culinary 
arts education programs. The event features 
casino games, a silent auction and a cash  
bar. $50 • 6–9 p.m. • Crescent Moon Wine Bar, 
440 Rayford Road, Spring, TX 
713-992-1995 • www.gmcra.org
 

30 Giving Goes Glam

Join the interfaith of The Woodlands and 
the Junior League of North harris and South 
Montgomery Counties inc., as they host 
“Giving Goes Glam: A Gorgeous Excuse to 
Do Something Good.” headlining the runway 
show will be Tootsies fashion store. Featuring 
an array of spring trends from top designers, 

Dosey Doe
25911 I-45 N. 
The Woodlands • 281-367-3774 
www.doseydoe.com

March
15  Bonnie Bishop • 8:30 p.m.
16  Gallagher • 8:30 p.m.
17  Guy Clark • 8:30 p.m.
20  The Tejas Brothers • 8 p.m.
21  Colin hay (of Men At Work) • 8 p.m.
22  Paula Cole • 8:30 p.m.
23  Thom Shepherd • 8:30 p.m.
24  Ray Price • 5:30 p.m., 9 p.m.
27  Lee Ritenour • 8 p.m.
28  The Trishas • 8 p.m.
29  Carrie Rodriguez • 8:30 p.m.
30  Ambrosia • 8:30 p.m.
31  Oleta Adams • 8:30 p.m.

April
04  Jake Shimabukuno • 8 p.m.
05  Eleven hundred Springs • 8:30 p.m.
06 hamilton Loomis • 8:30 p.m.
07 Terri hendrix • 8:30 p.m.

Live Music



impactnews.com • March 2012 | NEWS | 7

TRANSPORTATiON

By Brian Walzel
Plans are in the works for the primary 

east-west corridor in The Woodlands to 
be extended into Tomball. Montgomery 
County is purchasing land tracts west of 
FM 2978 in order to extend Woodlands 
Parkway to Hwy. 249.

According to Patty McDaniel of the 
Montgomery County Attorney’s Office, 
the county needs only to purchase two 
more parcels of the approximately 40 
tracts between FM 2978 and Dobbin-Huf-
smith Road to complete all land acquisi-
tions for its part of the project.

Precinct 2 County Commissioner Craig 
Doyal said the extension of Woodlands 
Parkway has been on the county’s major 
thoroughfare plan since 1985.

“I just felt like the right-of-way that was 
in place would never be less expensive 
and never more available than right now,” 
Doyal said.

There is no time frame on construc-
tion of the extension, he said, but the goal 
rather was to purchase the land ahead of 
any future developments. 

“We’re not pressed for time, there’s no 
urgency,” Doyal said.

Both he and the county took a similar 
approach to the extension of the Fish 
Creek Thoroughfare, which connected 
FM 1488 to FM 2854.

A large portion of land west of Dobbin-
Hufsmith is slated for a housing devel-
opment, Doyal said, and he is hoping 
whoever develops the project can also 
include a portion of the Woodlands Park-
way extension.

“What happened on Fish Creek Thor-
oughfare was that, as Sendera Ranch was 
developed, the developers donated the 
right-of-way and built portions of the 
right-of-way as part of their plan and 

County purchasing tracts for Woodlands Parkway extension

“Fish Creek was much more easily done 
because of the right-of-way that was in 
place as opposed to having to acquire land 
like [FM] 1488 [expansion],” he said.

McDaniel said the county has been 
purchasing tracts of land west of FM 2978 
for about the past three years in antici-
pation of the extension. But should the 
Woodlands Parkway extension ever come 
to fruition, the county won’t be able to 
complete the project alone, Doyal said.

donated the balance [to the county],” 
Doyal said. “Then we went in and filled in 
gaps, built the bridge and we had a major 
thoroughfare.”

According to data compiled by the 
Montgomery County Precinct 3 Commis-
sioner’s Office, an average of more than 
67,000 vehicle trips per day were counted 
in 2011 along Woodlands Parkway. 

Comment at impactnews.com
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WOODLANDS PARKWAY
EXTENSION CORRIDOR

Montgomery County is securing parcels of land 
in order to extend Woodlands Parkway about 
eight miles from FM 2978 to Hwy. 249. So far, the 
county has purchased nearly all parcels between 
FM 2978 and Dobbin-Hufsmith. This graphic shows 
the planned route for the roadway extension up 
to Dobbin-Hufsmith.  

END OF CURRENT
COUNTY-OWNED ROUTE

0’ 400’ 800’
N

Source: Montgomery County Attorney’s Office 

davidweekleyhomes.com

villagebuilders.com $190’s - million+   •  AuburnLakes.com

Woodlands Parkway

W. Rayford Rd.

Retreat from Ordinary Living
Why settle for ordinary living, when you can enjoy an exceptional lifestyle 
at Auburn Lakes Retreat? You can enjoy:
•	 Gorgeous	new	models
•	 Beautiful	wooded	lots
•	 Master-planned	community	with	golf,	tennis,	parks	and	trails
•	 Top-rated	Klein	schools 
• David Weekley • $340’s - $430’s • 281-249-7715 
• Village Builders  • $340’s - $440’s • 281-351-9233

 

Realtors welcome. No warranty or representation of intended use, design or proposed improvements are made herein. All plans for land or facilities are subject to change without notice. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. 
policy for achievement of Equal Housing Opportunity in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race color, religion, sex or national origin. Prices, plans and specifications subject to change without notice.
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  City of Shenandoah

City of Shenandoah Municipal Complex 
29955 i-45 N. 
281-298-5522 
www.shenandoahtx.com

March 28, 7 p.m., April 11, 7 p.m.

  City of Oak Ridge North
Bob Williams Memorial Council Chambers
27424 Robinson Road
281-292-4648 
www.oakridgenorth.com

March 26, 7 p.m., April 9, 7 p.m.

  The Woodlands Township
Township Service Center
2801 Technology Forest Blvd.
281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

March 28, 6 p.m.

CiTY AND TOWNShiP Compiled by Brian Walzel

The City of Shenandoah released its 
financial reports for December 2011, 
which shows that the city’s sales tax 
receipts increased by 11 percent over the 
previous year.

According to financial records, Shenan-
doah earned $507,880.23 in sales tax 
revenue for December 2011, which is 
reported in the city’s February financial 
report. In December 2010, the city gener-
ated $457,986.11 in sales tax revenue.

City Administrator Greg Smith said 
some of Shenandoah’s large retail outlets 
saw increases in sales, which directly 
benefited the city.

“We know Sam’s [Club] had a good 

[holiday shopping season],” Smith said. 
“Sam’s, Home Depot and Sam Moon are 
some of our top sales tax. If you look at all 
of the accounts, probably all of those had 
an increase.”

The revenue for December 2011 was the 
highest of the five months reported in fis-
cal year 2011–12, which begins in October 
and runs through September. 

According to the National Retail 
Federation, total retail sales in the U.S. 
increased by 6.2 percent over 2010. 

Sales tax is the largest revenue genera-
tor for the city. For fiscal year 2011–12, 
the city budgeted $4.3 million in sales tax 
receipts. That projection was based on the 

The Woodlands

Shenandoah Meetings

The Woodlands Township Board of 
Directors approved a financial model 
for possible incorporation, one that 
represents a proposed tax increase of 
70.4 percent in township property taxes 
if The Woodlands were to become a city.

That percentage is down more than 
8 percent from the original model pro-
posed by Partners for Strategic Action, 
the firm hired by the township to lead 
its governance study process. The town-
ship is preparing for a potential 2014 
vote on whether to incorporate as a city 
or remain as a township. 

The model is the latest data to be 
presented to the township representing 
what residents could be facing should 
they elect to become a city in two years. 

The most significant change in the 
original model presented by PSA and 
the one approved by the township is the 
estimated costs for road maintenance 
projects, said Curt Dunham, chief 
executive officer of PSA.

“We lowered the estimated costs for 
road maintenance for the first few years 
of the incorporation model,” Dunham 

Township approves governance financial model for potential incorporation
said. “We found some projects in the 
Montgomery County bond project we 
were using for cost estimates that were 
outside of the township boundaries.”

By removing those projects from the 
cost estimate of the original model, the 
first estimate of about $132 million in 
improvements was lowered to about $78 
million, Dunham said.

The approved model still utilizes the 
staffing levels proposed in the original 
document. According to PSA, the town-
ship would need to hire nearly 200 addi-
tional employees under incorporation.

Shenandoah reports boost in sales tax revenue

Sam’s Club added to the city’s sales tax revenue.

The City of Oak Ridge North is in the 
midst of a road rehabilitation project that, 
when complete, will result in new surfaces 
for all of the city’s aging roads. 

“Our infrastructure is about 40 years old 
and everything has begun to show signs 
of stress at the same time—water, sewer, 
roads,” City Manager Vicky Rudy said. 

The city has utilized temporary solutions 
on the faulty roads such as crack sealants, 
but last year’s drought and now heavy rains 
have caused base failures on many of the 
city’s roads to worsen, Rudy said.

The city council budgeted $175,000 for 
road improvements for the current fiscal 
year. But the larger goal, Rudy said, is to 
put new surfaces on all of the city’s 10 
miles of roads.

“Next year we’ll bring a budget to council 
that includes overlaying. It’s a three-to-five 
year project to do new overlay,” Rudy said.

Last year the city conducted a study and 
prioritized which roads would need to be 
re-surfaced first. Among those receiving 
top priority were Westwood Drive, Wood-
son Road, Jimmy Lane, Pine Manor, Nancy 
Lane and Alana Lane. 

Oak Ridge North

Oak Rige North sets out plan to 
renovate city streets
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city’s 2010–11 sales tax revenue, plus a 3 
percent increase.

Smith said sales tax revenue funds the 
city’s operation, as well as a portion of the 
city’s debt services. The City of Shenan-
doah also utilizes property taxes to pay 
for its debt service. 

The model will be used to educate 
residents of the township and the busi-
ness community about the effects of 
incorporation should The Woodlands 
residents vote to become a city in 2014. 
Township director Claude Hunter said 
the projections could change based on 
input from the community.

“It needs to be understood this is a 
working process, and as such it very 
likely will be revised,” Hunter said. “If 
there are flaws, the public should help 
us find these flaws so we can request 
additional analysis.”

Wedding 
Chapel & 
Event Hall
Weddings only 

$995
Birthdays, Company
Parties, Showers, & 

Reunions by the hour
-BYO- Food, Alcohol, 

& Entertainment

Weddings onlyWeddings only
$$995995

Birthdays, Company
Parties, Showers, & 

Reunions by the hour
-BYO- Food, Alcohol, 

& Entertainment30405 Dobbin Hufsmith Rd., Magnolia •  281.259.9378 • OutbackWW.com
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Save 10% on All Men’s & Ladies Jeans

RODEO SPECIAL

Must present ad. Excludes Wrangler rigid denim.
Expires 4/12/12

ROOOO PPPP CCIIIIAAAAAAALLLLLLDDD OOOOOO SSSS CCCCEEEE IIIIAAAALLLLDDDDEEEE PPPPRRRR OOOOOOOODDDD SSSS CCCCIIIIOOOOROOODDD EEO PPPPPRRRR SPPRR SSPRRRRRROOOODDDDDDEEEEEEEOOOOOOO SSSSSSPPPPPEEEEEECCCCCCIIIIIIAAAAAAALLLLLLL

OUTBACK WESTERN WEAR
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TEChNOLOGY

Corporate companies worldwide will 
soon have the option to store servers and 
IT equipment inside a 73,000-square-
foot data center slated to be open on 
Technology Forest Boulevard this 
December. 

The facility, which is being built by 
Stream Data Centers, can house the data 
of one, or up to three, companies. Any 
organization that chooses to store its 
data with Stream will have access to the 
servers and physical space through fiber 
connectivity. 

“Every company has critical infra-
structure, so as the storage and process-
ing capacity needs of corporate America 
grow, so does the demand for data center 
space,” said Anthony Bolner, senior vice 
president with Stream Data Centers. 

Stream Data Centers chose The Wood-
lands for its controlled and secure envi-
ronment, and its separation from flight 
paths and rail lines, Bolner said. 

“We see The Woodlands as a very safe 
and stable location in the Houston mar-
ket, which we wanted for the long-term,” 
he said. “It’s in the path of growth, and a 
significant number of Fortune 500 users 
are moving major facilities into and 
around The Woodlands.” 

Upcoming Woodlands data center able to service companies worldwide
By Marie Leonard

Comment at impactnews.com

1 2 3

Source: Stream Data Center

DATA SUITES

281-298-5200  |  25403-A I-45 N.  |  The Woodlands, 77380 |  www.frenchquarterlighting.com

Flair
FRENCH QUARTER

Mention this ad for 

10% OFF 
Minimum purchase of $200. Expires 4-13-12.

Outdoor Kitchens, Gas Grills, Burners & Smokers/Pits 

Visit our showroom in Tomball    Product & Design Service

281-356-2168 • www.texaspitcrafters.com ........................

The Conservatory at Alden Bridge
6203 Alden Bridge Dr., The Woodlands, TX 77382
281.681.3102   ConservatorySeniorLiving.com Managed by Legend Retirement Corp. CAB26412

INDEPENDENT LIVING

DOWNSIZING AND LOVING IT
Join us at the Conservatory as organizational expert Susan Gaze, 
owner of Tender Transitions, teaches us methods and tips for 
sorting through what we want and need - you may be surprised 
at what you’ll be able to keep! Don’t miss out on this informative 
event to help you get started with your transition to a simpler life. 

Refreshments will be served.

Thursday, April 12
2 p.m.

RSVP to 281-681-3102

DATA CENTERS CAN SERVE A CLIENT 
FROM ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD

STREAM
Data Center
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and companies want services nearby 
for their employees,” Yager said. “That’s 
going to drive jobs, and the proximity of 
those employment centers to housing is  
real important.”

Mobility factors
One of the key factors in the success of 

the real estate market in south county has 
been the continued development of trans-
portation corridors through, into and out 
of that part of the county. 

“Transportation drives growth and suc-
cess,” said Will Holder, president of Trend-
maker Homes and the Greater Houston 
Builders Association. “The No. 1 factor in 
selling an area is schools and the second 
is access.”

A primary reason for the slow growth 
in the northern portions of the county has 
been a lack of access, Yager said. 

“The impediment is that mobility going 
east has to get better,” he said. “Otherwise 
that area will probably grow a little slower.”

Growth patterns
Although the number of homes sold in 

the northern and eastern parts of Mont-
gomery County pale in comparison with 
the southern portions, it could be a matter 
of time before the growth patterns shift. 
Holder said even though the sales num-
bers differ vastly, the markets are similar.

“While looking at high volume, num-
bers don’t tell the story of a healthy mar-
ket,” he said. “You see a high volume of 
transactions in the south and people think 
it’s healthier down there. That’s not neces-
sarily true.” 

Holder said that if there is a balance of 
supply and demand in housing markets, 
homes for sale will often spend a similar 
number of days on the market.

“So, if you’re a homeowner, you’ll have 
a similar experience in both markets,”  
he said.

As rapid residential, retail and com-
mercial growth continue to fill what space 
is left in South Montgomery County, the 
only remaining direction to go is north 
and east, Yager said.

“You don’t have new tracts of land 
in the south to be purchased or devel-
oped,” he said. “The growth pattern has 
got to go north or east, and the west has  
gotten tough.”

Properties in the eastern portion of the 
county will soon be more accessible as 
more transportation corridors open up, 
primarily Grand Parkway, which will con-
nect I-45 with Hwy. 59. 

“That access is going to mean a lot,” 
Holder said. “[The result] will be more 
sales, more transactions. There’s going to 
be more supply. Developers are going to 
open up properties they previously did 
not have access to.”

Upcoming Woodlands data center able to service companies worldwide

Comment at impactnews.com

The Woodlands factor
Real estate experts agree that the pri-

mary reason for the success in the real 
estate market in south county, and for the 
entire county, is the lasting and improv-
ing success of The Woodlands, which has 
seen its population increase from 70,000 
to 100,000 in ten years. 

“It’s the environment that has been cre-
ated by The Woodlands,” Holder said. “And 
it’s not just the Waterway and the mall. 
Whether you’re in Shenandoah or in The 
Woodlands or on Loop 336, that’s still part 
of that whole community of The Wood-
lands. And you take advantage of that, the 
incredible retail. [The Woodlands] has it’s 

own gravitational pull.”
Imperial Oaks is located east of The 

Woodlands and I-45. The newest neigh-
borhood in Imperial Oaks, The Falls, sold 
about 80 homes in 2011 and about 25 so 
far in 2012. 

Imperial Oaks developer Jim Holcomb 
said the success of his company’s proj-
ect, as well surrounding developments, 
are partly due to George Mitchell’s plan  
for The Woodlands and its own subse-
quent success.

“[Mitchell] put the front end money 
down and took the risk at the time and 
we’ve all been beneficiaries of that.”

m
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tessori villa

of the woodlands

est. 1994

16 months–6 years

A Montessori Journey

NOW 
ENROLLING
for Fall 2012

2310 Golden Road, The Woodlands • www.montessorivilla.org • 281.292.2266

Montessori Journey is a work-

shop designed for prospective 

parents to experience our Primary 

Environment hands-on! 

Three- to six-year-olds possess 

what Dr. Montessori called 

an “absorbent mind,” with the 

ability to soak up every 

aspect of their world, language, 

and culture, working with 

concentration. 

You and your child are invited 

to attend! 
Visit our website for Registration Details!

 A MONTESSORI JOURNEY
  Saturday • 10am–1pm 

April 14th
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The Houston-Galveston Area 
Council predicts Montgomery 
County population will grow 
at a rate of 6.7 percent each 
year over the next 13 years.

2000

293,768
2010

455,746
2020

638,000

REAL ESTATE
IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY

HOME SALES BY MLS AREA

14.3%

57.5%

5-YEAR 
TOTAL

5-YEAR 
TOTAL

4,344

17,492 2007: 597
2008: 480
2009: 497
2010: 564
2011 :  650

2007: 1,130
2008: 919
2009: 771
2010: 800
201 1 :  724

2007: 1,490
2008: 1,106
2009: 1,129
2010: 1,059
2011 :  1,036

2007: 4,348
2008: 3,451
2009: 3,157
2010: 3,163
2011 :  3,373

5-YEAR 
TOTAL

9.1%
2,788

19.1%
5-YEAR 
TOTAL 5,820

Real Estate
Continued from | 1

Sources: Houston Association of Realtors, U.S. Census Bureau, Houston-Galveston Area Council

Over the past five years, home sales in South 
Montgomery County have made up more than half 
of all home sales in the entire county. As population 
increases and major roadways are constructed, 
experts predict home sales to remain strong in 
the southern portion of Montgomery county while 
increasing in the eastern and northern portions.

The Woodlands

Splendora

Conroe

Montgomery

Magnolia

Discover Spring’s Premier Private Golf Club.

For membership opportunities call 
Stacy Adair, Membership Director
281.414.4543
stacy.adair@ourclub.com | willowcreekclub.com
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Call today to schedule a private tour!
Some restrictions may apply. Call Club for details. © ClubCorp USA, Inc. All rights reserved. 0112 JB

Willow Creek Golf Club
Spring, TX

WillowCreekAd01.indd   1 1/12/12   3:57 PM
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Wright Abshire, Attorneys has 
dedicated its practice to helping 
families obtain long-term care 
Medicaid for their loved ones 

without losing their life savings. 
Additionally, the firm coordinates
VA/Medicaid benefits, administers

guardianships, prepares wills, trusts 
and advance directives, probates 

wills and administers estates.

ELDER LAW  | ESTATES | TRUSTS 
Medicaid and VAPlanning | Estate Planning

Advance Directives |Guardianships and Probate

www.w r ig htabshire .com

Wesley E. Wright and Molly Dear Abshire are Certified as Elder Law Attorneys by the National 
Elder Law Foundation and Accredited Attorneys by the Veterans Administration. Mr. Wright is 
Board Certified in Estate Planning and Probate Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.

FAYETTE COUNTY OFFICE
1055 Deer Haven Rd.
Carmine, Texas 78932
Phone 979-278-4095

By Appointment Only –
Saturday Appointments Available

HOUSTON OFFICE
4949 Bissonnet

Bellaire, Texas 77401
Phone 713-660-9595

Principal Office

THE WOODLANDS OFFICE
3705 College Park Dr.

The Woodlands, Texas 77384
Phone 936-273-2773

By Appointment Only

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 
BOYS AND GIRLS, STEP INSIDE!

Feast your eyes on the main attraction, a NEW  
MODEL HOME VILLAGE GRAND OPENING  

with 5 spectacular, fully furnished NEW model homes  
from the $400s. You’ll be amazed at the golf course views.  

You’ll be entertained by the zip line, performances by  
“Miki” the Monkey, stilt walkers, balloon artists, wine  
tastings and golf demos. You’ll be delighted by all that  

Woodforest has to offer. You’ll be enchanted by  
builder incentives, door prizes and much, much more. 

 Come one, come all for “Circus in The Forest”  
and see for yourself The GREATEST  

Community on Earth!

Main Attraction: Partners in Building · Newmark Homes 
Coventry Homes · Darling Homes · Highland Homes
Ryland Homes · Perry Homes · DR Horton · Lennar Homes 

Jeff Paul Custom Homes

As with any financial decision, buyers are encouraged t    o do their own due  
diligence when selecting a home builder. Woodforest makes no representation  
or warranties on the quality of the homebuilders. Prices and availability are  
subject to change without notice. Realtors Welcome. 2/12

936-447-2800 · WoodforestTx.com
101 Elk Trace Pkwy., Montgomery, TX 77316 

f

Homes from the $140s to $1 Million+

5 New Golf Course Models!

11AM - 4PM

Have a health
insurance
question or
concern? 

The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program (CHAP) is operated by the Texas 
Department of Insurance to help Texas consumers with health insurance issues. We 
do not sell insurance. Texas CHAP is part of a network of state consumer assistance 
programs funded by a grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 

If you are deaf, hard of hearing, or speech impaired, you may contact us using the 
relay service of your choice. 

1-855-TEX-CHAP (1-855-839-2427) toll-free
www.TexasHealthOptions.com 

The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program can help you: 

Have a health 
insurance 
question or 
concern?

The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program can help you:
✔ Learn about your rights under the federal health care reform law
✔ Enroll in a health plan
✔ Appeal a treatment decision
✔ Resolve a complaint against your health plan or insurer
✔ Obtain the health care premium tax credit (for small businesses)

1-855-TEX-CHAP (1-855-839-2427) toll-free
www.texashealthoptions.com
The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program (TEX CHAP) is operated by the Texas De-
partment of Insurance to help Texas consumers with health insurance issues. We do not sell 
insurance. TEX CHAP is part of a network of state consumer assistance programs funded by 
a grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  

 Learn about your rights under federal health care reform and state law 

Have a health 
insurance 
question or 
concern?

The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program can help you:
✔ Learn about your rights under the federal health care reform law
✔ Enroll in a health plan
✔ Appeal a treatment decision
✔ Resolve a complaint against your health plan or insurer
✔ Obtain the health care premium tax credit (for small businesses)

1-855-TEX-CHAP (1-855-839-2427) toll-free
www.texashealthoptions.com
The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program (TEX CHAP) is operated by the Texas De-
partment of Insurance to help Texas consumers with health insurance issues. We do not sell 
insurance. TEX CHAP is part of a network of state consumer assistance programs funded by 
a grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  

 Enroll in a health plan, including the Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan 

Have a health 
insurance 
question or 
concern?

The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program can help you:
✔ Learn about your rights under the federal health care reform law
✔ Enroll in a health plan
✔ Appeal a treatment decision
✔ Resolve a complaint against your health plan or insurer
✔ Obtain the health care premium tax credit (for small businesses)

1-855-TEX-CHAP (1-855-839-2427) toll-free
www.texashealthoptions.com
The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program (TEX CHAP) is operated by the Texas De-
partment of Insurance to help Texas consumers with health insurance issues. We do not sell 
insurance. TEX CHAP is part of a network of state consumer assistance programs funded by 
a grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  

 Appeal a health plan’s denial of a treatment or service 

Have a health 
insurance 
question or 
concern?

The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program can help you:
✔ Learn about your rights under the federal health care reform law
✔ Enroll in a health plan
✔ Appeal a treatment decision
✔ Resolve a complaint against your health plan or insurer
✔ Obtain the health care premium tax credit (for small businesses)

1-855-TEX-CHAP (1-855-839-2427) toll-free
www.texashealthoptions.com
The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program (TEX CHAP) is operated by the Texas De-
partment of Insurance to help Texas consumers with health insurance issues. We do not sell 
insurance. TEX CHAP is part of a network of state consumer assistance programs funded by 
a grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  

 Resolve a complaint against your health plan or insurer 

Have a health 
insurance 
question or 
concern?

The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program can help you:
✔ Learn about your rights under the federal health care reform law
✔ Enroll in a health plan
✔ Appeal a treatment decision
✔ Resolve a complaint against your health plan or insurer
✔ Obtain the health care premium tax credit (for small businesses)

1-855-TEX-CHAP (1-855-839-2427) toll-free
www.texashealthoptions.com
The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program (TEX CHAP) is operated by the Texas De-
partment of Insurance to help Texas consumers with health insurance issues. We do not sell 
insurance. TEX CHAP is part of a network of state consumer assistance programs funded by 
a grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  

 Obtain the health care premium tax credit (for small businesses)

When scanned with a cell phone barcode reader app, the image on the left will 
automatically take you to www.TexasHealthOptions.com. cb097.0111 
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riding paths as well as areas for people to 
bring canoes and kayaks to paddle along  
the creek.

On the Montgomery County side, there 
are three main gateway preserves along the 
Spring Creek Greenway: the 71-acre Mont-
gomery County Preserve on Pruitt Road, 
the 61-acre Peckinpaugh Preserve on Riley 
Fuzzel Road and the 1,700-acre George 
Mitchell Nature Preserve on Flintridge 
Drive in The Woodlands.

The Mitchell preserve protects 1,700 
acres. The preserve, named after the 
founder of The Woodlands, was dedicated 
in October 2007. It includes hiking and 
bike trails as well as paths that encircle 
Bedias Lake. There is also a Spring Creek 
Preserve on Glen Loch Drive and the Old 
Riley Fuzzel Road Preserve, Collins said.

Greenway
Continued from | 1

Mitigation efforts
The Bayou Land Conservancy, a non-

profit partner on the project, brought in 
millions of dollars and performed wetland 
mitigation actions in order to maintain 
momentum on the preservation efforts, 
said Jennifer Lorenz, executive director of 
the conservancy.

“We help fill in the gaps of the greenway 
so it will be the largest connected urban 
corridor in the country,” she adds.

Mitigating the area enables floodways 
and flood plains to remain intact. It also 
preserves the soil, plants and animals living 
along the creek while giving the millions of 
migration birds coming across the Gulf of 
Mexico a place to rest, Lorenz says. 

As the project continues to move for-
ward, the Bayou Land Conservancy is 
mitigating two more large tracts of land. 
Dennis Johnston, park administrator for 
Harris County Precinct 4, said Harris and 

Montgomery counties are close to hav-
ing purchased all the land along the creek 
between I-45 and Hwy. 59. Once the coun-
ties complete land acquisition near Hwy. 
59, the greenway will connect Kingwood’s 
100 miles of trails to the corridor.

Future Development
Collins said Montgomery County has 

acquired land west to Tomball and expects 
to keep pushing even farther west in the 
future. The project, developed in several 
phases, has received about $2.5 million in 
grants from the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department. The grants were split between 
the two counties, with Harris using its part 
to build out trails and connect land parcels, 
and Montgomery using its to acquire land, 
Johnston said.

Future plans also include developing 
natural surface loop trails off the 10-foot 
wide asphalt trails currently running 

throughout the greenway. In addition, the 
counties want to build ramps up to an iron-
work expansion bridge going over the San 
Jacinto River that includes a pedestrian 
crossing, he added.

Also in the works is a plan to connect 100 
miles of trails located in The Woodlands 
to the greenway. Johnston said bus riders 
at a park and ride in Harris County could 
bring their bicycles and ride to work to the 
planned ExxonMobil development, whose 
nearby campus will eventually connect to 
the greenway. There is also consideration of 
connecting the trails to George Bush Inter-
continental Airport.

 “Could you imagine getting off of your 
plane, taking a short limo or van ride to the 
stables, getting on a horse, and riding into 
the greenway?” Johnston said. “We’d like to 
be able to ride all the way to The Wood-
lands Conference Center.”

Comment at impactnews.com

The Spring Creek Greenway is a joint project between Montgomery and Harris 
counties to develop what will become a 33-mile preserve between FM 2978 
and Hwy. 59. The Greenway includes several parks and nature preserves in both 
counties that feature attractions such as hiking, bicycling and fishing. 

Put the POWER of the
C.T. Bauer College of Business

Programs to work in your career!

Now available at UH Northwest Campus

GRADUATE:
Master of Business Administration

POST-BACCALAUREATE:
Certificate of Accountancy Program

UNDERGRADUATE:
Global Business Minor

Corporate Entrepreneurship Certificate

Located in LSC-University Park near Tomball Parkway and Louetta Road

uh.edu/northwest
northwest@uh.edu • 832-842-5700

        facebook.com/UHNorthwest          @UHNorthwestUH is an EEO/AA Institution.
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2012 ELECTION COVERAGE

Texas’ long-awaited primary date could 
still be in jeopardy due to controversy 
over the former district of U.S. Rep. Lloyd 
Doggett, D-Austin.

The San Antonio federal court issued 
an order March 1 setting the primary 
elections for May 29 and the runoff elec-
tion date for July 31 with a reopening of 
candidate filing March 2–9.

The order was issued two days after 
the San Antonio court released interim 
Congressional and State House maps, and 
approved the State Senate map agreed 
upon Feb. 15 by Texas Attorney General 
Greg Abbott and state Sen. Wendy Davis, 
D-Fort Worth. Failure to reach agreements 
on all redistricting maps by mid-February 
pushed back the April primary to May 29.

The interim maps resemble the Feb. 6 
compromise plan between Abbott and 
the Texas Latino Redistricting Task Force 
(TLRTF), though the compromise had 
been quickly rejected by the San Antonio 
court as it lacked support from several 
minority advocacy groups.

As in Abbott’s plan, the court-ordered 
Congressional map would make half 
of Texas’ four new congressional seats 
Hispanic-controlled, including the newly 
created District 35 the former district  
of Doggett spanning from Austin to  
San Antonio.

Furthermore, the map resembles the 
original one drawn by the Republican-led 
Legislature that divided Travis County 
into five districts, cutting at Doggett’s 
support base by reconfiguring his current 
district, District 25, and creating District 
35 out of his former one. After the release 
of the San Antonio maps, Doggett stated 
he would run in District 35.

But most minority groups maintain 
District 25 is a coalition district and 
therefore protected under the Voting 
Rights Act.

Margaret Moran, League of United 
Latin American Citizens national presi-
dent, issued a statement March 1 express-
ing concern over the maps, including the 
changes in Travis County.

“Obviously the interim maps need more 
work. We hope that the D.C. Court will 
deny Texas preclearance,” Moran said. 
“LULAC will continue to fight for a redis-
tricting map that fully reflects the growth 
of the Texas Latino population.”

A U.S. federal court in Washington, 
D.C.—charged with approving the 
maps—requested more information by 
March 13 from TLRTF which has claimed 
that “Anglo voters dominate the Demo-
cratic primary” in District 25 and there-
fore does not require protection.

According to Steve Bickerstaff, adjunct 
law professor at The University of Texas 
School of Law, the primary would be 
delayed if the D.C. court agrees District 
25 needs protection, but the procedure 
does not allow enough time to make 
changes by March 31, the deadline to have 
maps in place to uphold the May 29 date.

However, Bickerstaff said there are sev-
eral scenarios that would avoid delay. He 
said the D.C. court could rule no changes 
are needed, or if it opts for changes, 

May 29 primary date in jeopardy with lingering disputes over new district maps
By Mitzie Stelte

the U.S. Supreme Court could become 
involved.

“If the D.C. court concludes that CD 25 
is protected, I think the state would seek a 
stay from the Supreme Court to leave the 
plan in place,” Bickerstaff said.

A third possibility, which he believes 
may be most likely in the event the D.C. 
court has objections, would be the San 
Antonio court deciding the district dis-
pute is too disruptive to the 2012 elections.

“The San Antonio court might plead 
it will make the changes in some time 
frame, but not necessarily for this elec-
tion,” he explained.

Lawsuits have halted the enactment of 
the state Legislature’s maps–which were 
not pre-cleared by the federal govern-
ment–originally delaying the prima-
ries from March 6 to April 3. The U.S. 
Supreme Court rejected maps in Janu-
ary drawn by the San Antonio court, 
instructing them to redraw the maps to 
more closely resemble the state’s plan.

Comment at impactnews.com
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Insurance Claims 
Estate Planning

Car and Truck Accidents 

CALL: 832.797.7600      
Principal office in Cypress, Texas

ATTORNEY AT LAW 
P.L.L.C

GREGG S. HARRISON

FREE IMMEDIATE CONSULTATION!

On-the-Job Injuries
Wrongful Death Claims

Injuries to Minors
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May 29 primary date in jeopardy with lingering disputes over new district maps

Farland Music 
Music store covers teaching and recording

There are not many places 
aspiring musicians can 
go where they can learn 

how to play an instrument, how 
to write a song and eventually 
how to turn that song into a 
high-quality recording, but that 
is exactly what Farland Music 
aims to be.

Located on Hanna Road in 
Oak Ridge North, Farland is a 
music store/recording studio 
hybrid. Owners Adam and 
Joanie McFarland, along with 
an assortment of other teachers 
and experts, provide lessons in 
guitar, piano, drum and bass, 
in addition to recording studio 
services.

“We want to be a place where 
people can come and develop 
every aspect of their desire to 
play music,” Adam said.

Adam—who studied jazz 
guitar at the University of North 
Texas and recording arts at 
Full Sail University—had been 
teaching and recording from his 

house for about six years. News 
of his recording services spread 
through word-of-mouth, Adam 
said, and his business began to 
grow. Last spring, he and Joanie 
teamed up with local drummer 
and recording engineer, Eric 
Griffith, to open Farland Music.

“It’s always been both [Joanie’s 
and my] dream since we were 
small to run a music store,” he 
said. “It all just fell into place.”

Farland has 25 students 
enrolled in lessons and that num-
ber is increasing every month, 
according to Joanie and Adam. 

They have five teachers, 
including Adam, Joanie and 
Griffith, who teach guitar, piano 
and drums, respectively. 

They also have other teachers 
lined up to help as they continue 
to grow.

“We’re doing better than we 
expected to at this point,” Adam 
said. “With any business you 
expect to lose a little money the 
first year, and we’re not doing 

that so we’re happy with the way 
things are going.”

Adam, who grew up in Con-
roe, said his immersion in the 
local music scene has given him 
some advantages when it comes 
to running his business.

“It’s really cool to have access 
to musicians all around the 
Houston area,” he said. “If 
someone calls saying they want 
lessons in cigar box guitar or 
something, I know people. I can 
get that.”

In addition to lessons and 
recording services, Adam also 
offers a range of musical acces-
sories—strings, tuners, capos, 
drum sticks, song books and 
some beginner instruments. 

“We order song books like 
crazy to really try to customize 
the lessons,” he said. “I think it’s 
really important that the kids 
know they don’t only have to 
dwell on Bach and Mozart. If 
they want to learn a Taylor Swift 
song, we can work that in.”

Adam and Joanie McFarland 
own and operate Farland  

Music in Oak Ridge North.  

BUSiNESS

By Shawn Arrajj
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•	The studio offers lessons for gui-
tar, bass, drums and piano that 
cover a range of musical styles.

•	The company doubles as a re-
cording studio. A fully developed 
high-quality upgrade to the 
studio is in the works.

•	Farland repairs and modifies in-
struments. They also sell musical 
accessories and some beginner 
instruments.

Farland Music services

Farland Music
26797 Hanna Road Bldg. 3, Suite 4C
Oak Ridge North • 281-419-8863
www.farlandmusic.com

The studio offers music recording services.

Imran Fayaz MD MSc FRCSC FACS P.A.
Neurological Surgery

Diplomate 
American Board of Neurologial Surgery

Fellow 
American College of Surgeons

Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada

www.fayazneurosurgery.com
1111 Medical Plaza Drive, Suite 200
The Woodlands, Texas 77380  |  Office: 281-880-0700

PROCEDURES
Non-surgical Treatments
Spinal Decompression and/or Fusion
Spinal Artificial Disc, Total Disc Replacement
Microneurosurgery
Minimally Invasive Spine Surgery

CONDITIONS
Neck and/or Back Pain, Injury or Trauma
Herniated Disc, Pinched Nerves and Spinal Arthritis
Spinal Stenosis and/or Deformity
Cervical and Lumbar Spondylosis
Cervical and Lumbar Degenerative Disc Disease

IS YOUR NECK OR BACK PAIN KEEPING YOU
FROM LIVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE YOU DESIRE?
The Brain and Spine Institute of North Houston is your answer! We will
get you back on track with state-of-the-art care, close to home.

Dr. Fayaz invites you to review his patients’ comments regarding his superior level of care on
independent websites such as DoctorsDig.com, Healthgrades.com, RateMDs.com and 
Vitals.com.

Fayaz Impact-AD_Layout 1  3/12/12  12:51 PM  Page 1
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Couture House Rentals
Designer dress rentals at a fraction of the cost

D ressing fashionable does 
not have to break the 
bank, particularly as con-

sumers stretch their paychecks 
farther in a tight economy. At 
Couture House Rentals, designer 
gowns can be borrowed for wed-
dings, proms, quinceaneras and 
other special events. Short dresses 
can be rented for about $50, and 
long dresses for $70 for a three-
day period. Customers also have 
the option to buy.

“It is like borrowing from your 
rich girlfriend’s closet, that friend 
who is always dressed to the 
nines,” said owner Misty Crow.

Crow said the affordable 
prices—considerably less than 
the hundreds or thousands 
one might shell out for such 
dresses—helps guarantee that 
everyone can have a “Cinder-
ella moment.” Once the dress is 
returned, Couture handles the 
dry cleaning at no cost.

Many consumers may be new 
to the fast-growing trend of 

renting gowns. The trend of rent-
ing dresses rather than purchas-
ing them is quickly growing. 

Renttherunway.com began 
nearly three years ago and offers 
designer gown rentals. The site 
reached one million members 
in May 2011, according to the 
company’s website.

Crow opened Couture House 
Rentals about two years ago. She 
said she noticed she was spend-
ing a lot of money on dresses she 
would wear only once, to events 
such as galas and charity balls.

She had heard of renting 
dresses, she said, but mostly as 
a consignment. Crow wanted 
instead to offer her clients new 
and current dresses.

So, she opened Couture and 
orders dresses from all over the 
world, including Tel Aviv, the 
Philippines and Australia.

“We carry name-brand 
designers that are not available 
in Houston,” she said.

Every dress in the showroom 

has a story, Crow added. She 
pointed a guest to a dress simi-
lar to one worn at the Golden 
Globes, another worn at the 
Grammy Awards and another 
for the Miss Magnolia Pageant.

Once a patron decides on a 
dress, Crow registers it to help 
ensure that no one else could 
attend the event and wear the 
same dress. 

The showroom also has full-
time seamstresses on staff to 
tailor dresses, if needed. Evening 
bags, jewelry, shoes and belts 
can be rented, as well.

Crow also plans to collaborate 
with several local hair stylists 
who will offer consultations.

The showroom is open 
Monday through Saturday by 
appointment.

“I hope that they have a 
designer experience for a frac-
tion of the price,” Crow said. “It 
is not one of those too-good-to-
be-trues. You are walking out of 
the door for less than $100.”

Couture owner 
Misty Cole (far right) 
shows a customer a 

dress for rent. 

BUSiNESS

By Jemimah Noonoo
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•	The store utilizes talent from around the 
world to design and produce formal and 
wedding gowns and dresses. Custom 
couture is available for those clients 
seeking a one-of-a-kind piece. 

•	Borrowed items go through an inspec-
tion process and dry cleaning.

•	Couture Club Membership program for 
frequent borrowers provides benefits. 

•	Event Registry ensures that clients will 
not be seen in the same collection as 
someone else attending the same event.

Couture House Rentals

Couture House Rentals
2551 Budde Road, Ste. 302
The Woodlands • 281-863-9542
www.couturehouserentals.com

A variety of dresses are available.

Grogan’s Mill Rd.Sawdust Rd.

Budde Rd.
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Our E.r. can hElp yOu  
gEt back tO yOur lifE fastEr.

Emergency medicine is about three things: 

compassion, skilled care and speed. You’ll find 

these at Tomball Regional Medical Center. The 

experienced E.R. physicians and the entire team 

are committed to working diligently to have you 

initially seen by a clinical professional* within 

30 minutes of your arrival. If you need an E.R. 

fast, try our fast E.R. Once you do, you won’t 

want to go anywhere else. Visit us online at 

TomballRegionalMedicalCenter.com to  

learn more.

*Clinical professional is defined as a physician, physician assistant or nurse practitioner.  

If you are experiencing a medical emergency, call 911.

The 30-Minutes-or-Less 
E.R. Service Pledge.

605 Holderrieth Blvd. • 281-401-7500
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Pit Master BBQ Cafe
In competitive barbecue culture, Pit Master stands alone

In Texas, barbecue is more than a food. 
It is a culture, a way of life, often part 
of one’s family and history. It is also a 

cause for heated discussion. The argu-
ment of “Who makes the best barbecue” 
is as old as barbecue itself. 

For Tommie Battles, owner of Pit 
Master BBQ Cafe, and apparently resi-
dents of The Woodlands area, there is 
no argument. Battles often talks about 
the owners of competing barbecue chain 
restaurants who drop in to sample his 
creations. 

“They said they come here to check 
out the competition,” Battles said with a 
laugh. “It’s no competition.”

Local citizens seem to agree. Pit 
Master BBQ was voted “Best Barbecue 
in The Woodlands” for 2010 and 2011 
in The Woodlands Online’s “Best of The 
Woodlands” survey.

Pit Master has its roots in some of 
the Meccas of barbecue: in Memphis, 
from where Battles hails and where his 
father worked as a pit master, and from 
Missouri, where Battles opened his first 
barbecue restaurant in St. Louis in 1996. 

“We won every year, best barbecue in 
St. Louis,” he said.

But according to Battles, his was just 
about the only good barbecue in St. 
Louis.

“I kept coming back to Houston once 
or twice a year to get barbecue because I 
couldn’t stand their barbecue,” he said. 

He also used his trips back to Texas to 
stock his restaurant. Battles would bring 
Blue Bell Ice Cream, Lone Star Beer and 
mesquite wood back to his restaurant in 
Missouri.

“Immediately we became jammed 
packed with people wanting Texas bar-
becue,” he said. “But we wanted to get 
back to Texas.” 

Battles moved to Houston with his 
wife, Sue. He opened Pit Master in The 

Woodlands in 2003 on Sawdust Road. 
Last year, he opened a second location 
on the other side of I-45 down Rayford 
Road. 

“I built that one to take the pressure 
off this one,” he said of the new location. 

There are slight differences in the 
two, mostly in their menu items. Battles 
said the Rayford Road location serves 
jambalaya and ranch style beans. Their 
macaroni and cheese was so popular, he 
opted to serve in the original location,  
as well. 

“That was our biggest request from 
families,” Battles said.

His own family has had as much influ-
ence on Pit Master’s success as his barbe-
cue. Battles learned many of his recipes 
from his father, who was a pit master in 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee. 

“I more or less cook what I like and 
my wife, my daughter, my sons, whatever 
they like I make,” Battles said. “I just 
grew up on the pits.”

Each member of the Battles family 
works at one of the two locations, mak-
ing Pit Master a true family enterprise. 

Battles’ eldest son, Todd, operates the 
Rayford Road location. Youngest son, 
Tyler, along with daughter, Sissy, work 
at the Sawdust Road restaurant. Sue and 
Battles oversee the operations for both 
locations.

As popular as his restaurants have 
become, the catering side of the opera-
tion has proven to be just as successful.

“We feed almost as many people 
outside of here as we do in here,” Battles 
said.

Pit Master caters an average of five 
events per day, including events for 
some of The Woodlands’ highest profile 
companies such as CB&I, Anadarko and 
Tetra Technologies. 

“And weddings,” Battles said. “We do a 
lot of weddings.”

By Brian Walzel

Battles serves Memphis-style ribs with sides.

Sue, Sissy and Tommie Battles have helped make Pit Master BBQ one of the most popular barbecue 
restaurants in The Woodlands area. 

Customer favorites
•	 Texas	Sliced	Brisket: $8.95

•	 Smoked	Turkey: $8.95

•	 Pulled	Pork: $8.95

•	 Memphis-style	Ribs: $12.95 (half slab),  
  $18.95 (full slab)

•	 Smoked	Chicken: $8.95

•	 Bison	Burger: $7.95 
  “We sell a tremendous amount of bison 
  burgers,” Battles said. “Probably more  
  than anyone i know of in Texas.”
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Pit Master BBQ Cafe
343 Sawdust Road
The Woodlands • 281-419-3644
Mon.–Sat. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.
Closed Sunday
www.pitmasterbbq.net

10th Annual
$1 OFFshow admissionONLINE ONLY!

MARCH 31 & APRIL 1  | WoodlandsShows.com
Go online to view Special Exhibitor coupons and many more show details.

Show Hours 
Saturday 9 am - 7 pm
Sunday 10 am - 6 pm

Ticket Prices
Adults $9 • Seniors $7
12 and under Free

waterway marriott

FREE PARKING!

Learn at the show
Buddy LeeRandy Lemmon

Popular host of Garden-
Line. See Randy’s broad-

cast, presentation
and meet him at 

his book signing.

Inventor of 
Encore Azalea’s 
the #1 multi-
season blooming
azalea series in

the world. His first time to 
The Woodlands!

cooking at the show

Live cooking
demos 
all day!

Cooking StageMANCAVE
by

with an appearance from 
Connor Barwin of the 

Houston Texans

4D Home Theatre from
Home Media Professionals

4D Home Theatre from
Home Media Professionals

Features at the show

Sponsors:

9985.H&GSpr'12Woodlands_CommunityImpact__Layout 1  2/20/12  2:25 PM  Page 1
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We’ll resolve your problem 
on the fi rst visit.

Don’t 
suffer with 
erection 
issues!

• GUARANTEED results on your fi rst 
   visit or it’s FREE*

• Erectile Dysfunction, Low Testosterone 
   and Premature Ejaculation

www.mensclinicsofamerica.com

Houston offi ce
2630 Fountain View Dr., Ste. 409

713-588-1416

The Woodlands offi ce
1011 Medical Plaza Dr., Ste. 230

832-510-2777

* Promotion ends 3-31-12.

Call now for your appointment. Walk-ins welcome.

FREE 
Weight Loss 
Consultation

We also specialize in Clinically Proven, 
Customized Rapid Weight Loss Solutions    
LOSE 30–40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS. 

$149     $99
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PEOPLE

By Jemimah Noonoo

C.J. Haynes
Conroe ISD trustee makes an impact through service

Despite being involved in more 
than a dozen organizations in 
Montgomery County, being 

twice elected to the Conroe Independent 
School District Board of Trustees, and 
being a businesswoman, C.J. Haynes 
does not think she is busy.

“I like giving back to the community, 
that has always been a priority,” said 
Haynes. “I don’t see myself necessarily as 
busy, but engaged in the community in 
which I live.”

That engagement includes her volun-
teering and leading various organiza-
tions, including The Woodlands Rotary 
Club, Interfaith of The Woodlands, Edu-
cation for Tomorrow Alliance (EFTA), 
South Montgomery County YMCA 
Executive Board and Partners of Youth 
Division Leader. 

She has also served on organizations 
such as the South Montgomery County 
Chamber of Commerce, the National 
Charity League, The Woodlands Chap-
ter, Executive Women’s Alliance and the 
Friendship Center.

Haynes has also been a Conroe ISD 
Board Trustee since 2003. Her term will 
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end in 2014. 
“Being re-elected is the validation that 

you are doing a good job, that you are 
continuing to impact the people that will 
be making a difference in our future — 
our children,” she said. 

Haynes became involved in The 
Woodlands community nearly 20 years 
ago, when she moved from Houston with 
her husband, John. The two own and 
operate Investment Advisory Services 
Inc., a money management firm.

Haynes said she is rewarded by her 
work with the Executive Women’s Alli-
ance, a group of managerial level or 
higher business women who mentor 
girls attending Conroe High School. The 
group aims to increase opportunities for 
youth by teaching them skills such as 
etiquette, interviewing and opening and 
managing a checking account. 

The students also become eligible for a 
college scholarship in their senior year. 
About 50 girls are involved in the group 
this year, said Tasha Smith, an assistant 
principal at Conroe High School. Meet-
ings with the mentors are monthly.

“The girls look forward to C.J.,” Smith 

said. “She is a good listener, outgoing, 
and is not a stranger to our young ladies. 
If the girls saw her every day, they would 
be on cloud nine.”

Haynes is also passionate about her 
work at the Friendship Center, a non-
profit organization offering services 
for senior citizens age 65 and over. 
Resources include Meals on Wheels, 
transportation, dining and case manage-
ment, for example.

“I have a heart for kids and senior 
citizens,” Haynes said. “Both are groups 

that need advocates.”
She said one of her goals is ensure that 

she has made a lasting difference in her 
community.

“I feel like most people when they 
go through life they want to know that 
they have made some sort of impact, 
they want to know they just did not 
exist,” Haynes said. “I do think that it is 
important for me to place value on my 
existence here, and make the community 
I live in better. And some day, I can say, 
maybe I did make a difference.”

936-588-8805 • www.woodforestgolf.com
1199 Fish Creek Thoroughfare Montgomery, TX 77316

Gain con� dence in your golf swing at

• Latest V1 Pro Video Swing Analysis-Expert club � tting
• Family & individual lesson packages available
• Indoor-Outdoor Studio
•  Extensive Practice Facilities

“Don’t be too proud to take a golf lesson. I’m not.” – Jack Nicklaus

Buy 3 One Hour Private Lessons
Receive COMPLIMENTARY one hour on course playing lesson

IMPACT SPECIAL!

For lesson details and information, 
please contact 

Woodforest’s Golf Club’s 
Head Golf Professional Jeff Rutherford 

or PGA teaching Professionals 
Erich Schneider or Jon Baacke

 at 936-588-8805

15% OFF
a purchase of 
$50 or more

(expires 4/12/12)

25403 I-45 North | The Woodlands | (281)419-8688 | www.shfurnishings.com
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      Fami ly Tree

by Jane DeDecker
Height: 8’2” Width: 5’2” Depth: 10’7”
Bronze Casting • 2004

      Excalibur

by David Hayes
Height: 6’9” Width: 9’ Depth: 6’
Bronze Casting • 1984

      Children at Play

by Clement Renzi
Height: 9’ Width: 2’2” Depth: 5’1”
Bronze Metal Casting • 1984

      Monarch's Challenge

by Dick Idol
Two times life size
Bronze Casting • 2002

Source: The Woodlands Development Company Map not to scale
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      Large Natural Form I I

by Richard Hunt
Height: 9’6” Width: 8’ Depth: 20’
Core 10 Steel • 1977

30      The Family

by Charles Pebworth
Height: 40’ Width: 15’ Depth: 15’
Painted Metal, Welded • 1974
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1. The Family
By Charles   
Pebworth

2. The Woodlands  
Whitetails
By Curtis Zabel

3. Tomorrow?
By Charles Parks

4. Revoluta
By Corbin and  
Dixon Bennett

5. The Vigil
By Dale Garman

6. Disc II
By Richard Rogers

7. Swirl Tip
By Doug McLean

8. Fountain
By Otto Rigan

9. At the  
Water’s Edge
By Dixie Friend Gay

10. Monarchs  
Challenge,  
Monarchs  Pursuit  
& Monarchs  
Touch
By Dick Idol

11. Tribute 
to  George P.  
Mitchell
By Jay Hester

12. Tribute to   
Cynthia Woods  
 Mitchell
By Jay Hester

13. Millennium  
Sculpture
By Bruce  
Whitetails

14. Smokedance
By Dale Garman
15. With Hope

By Beverly  
Paddleford

16. Spirit Columns
By Jesus Bautista  
Morales

17. Woodlands  
Cardinals
By Peniti  
Monkkonen

18. Free Money
By Tom Otterness

19. Two Plus Two  
Equal One
By Harry Marinksy

20. Primrose
By Dawn Weimer

21. Spammy
By Joffa Kerr

22. The Orange Man
By John Ahearn

23. Standing Man
By Stephan  
Balkenhol

24. Man’s Struggle  
for a Better  
Environment
By Bob Fowler

25. Summertime
By Jane Rainer

26. The Family
By Patrick Foley

27. Mirage II
By Ben Woitena

28. On the  
Shoulders  of Giants
By Robert Cook

29. Double Helix
By Tim Glover

30. Large Natural  
Form II
By Richard Hunt 

31. The Watch Owl
By Mark Bradford

32. Big Barbara

By Peter Reginato

33. SR 21
By 2003 Art  
Students at  The 
John  Cooper 
School

34. Boy Pushing  
Girl in Swing
Randolph Rose 
Collection

35. Family Tree
By Jane DeDecker

36. Jungle Gym
By Jane DeDecker

37. Excalibur
By David Hayes

38. Children at Play
By Clement Renzi

39. The Dreamer
By David Phelps

40. Rise of the  
Midgard  Serpent
By Marc Rosenthal

41.  Texana  
Whitetail Deer
By Edd Hayes

42.  Boy with Hawk
By Charles Parks

43.  Whitetail Deer
By Edd Hayes

44.  Unnamed
By Horace L.  
Farlowe
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Comprehensive Guide
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impactnews.com
Check out the all-new

   Easily browse or search news articles from your 
community or across the state.

   Stay informed with daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information.

   Learn about upcoming events with the community 
calendar.

   Make your voice heard by commenting on articles or 
participating in online polls.

   Plus, it’s never been easier to stay connected and 
share the news with your social network.
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Hockley The number of drive-in 
theaters in the United States has 
declined from nearly 4,000 at its 
peak in the 1960s, to around 370 
today. Showboat Drive-in owner 
Chris Rumfolo said she enjoys 
being able to provide people  
with an experience that is 
increasingly rare.

“It’s a step back in time for 
sure,” she said.

Drive-in theaters have always 
played a prominent role in the 
lives of Chris, and her husband 
and co-owner, Johnny Rumfolo.

Chris’ parents both worked 
at the Showboat Drive-in in Bay 
City—which has since closed 
down—when they were teen-
agers. The drive-in was also a 
popular date spot for Chris and 
Johnny when they were growing 
up. Johnny’s grandfather even 
owned a drive-in restaurant in 
Houston back in the ’50s.

“It was pretty much meant 
to be that we would open a 

REGiONAL —Abridged stories from our other editions Full stories at impactnews.com

Grand Parkway to boost new development in Cypress Fairbanks

Nearly half of all Texas students are required to take 
developmental courses

Family-friendly movies at Showboat Drive-in
Northwest Houston The 
Grand Parkway brought 
improved mobility and residential 
growth to Katy and Fort Bend 
County after its completion 18 
years ago —a possibility that 
could come to fruition in Cy-Fair 
when Segment E is finished  
in 2013.

“Although the Cypress cor-
ridor has been [expanding] for 
awhile, it will provide more 
opportunities for future growth,” 
said David Gornet, executive 
director of the Grand Parkway 
Association.

When complete, Segment E 
will be a four-lane, 15-mile toll 
road that spans western Har-
ris County and connects I-10 
to Hwy. 290. In Katy, the Grand 
Parkway serves a similar pur-
pose as the main gateway to the 
master-planned communities of 
Cinco Ranch, Grand Lakes and 
Seven Meadows. Additionally, it 
led to the creation of shopping 

Northwest Houston More than 60 
percent of Lone Star College System stu-
dents are required to take a transitional, 
or developmental, course upon entry, a 
statistic slightly above the state average.

“At the end of the day I think what’s 
happening is that we seem to have an 
increased percentage of students con-
sidered to be at-risk, and they struggle 
because they don’t have the habits that 
make a successful college student,” said 
Cat O’Brien, LSC–CyFair transitional 
English department chair. “The other 
thing people need to understand is that 
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centers such as LaCenterra at 
Cinco Ranch, said Lance LaCour, 
CEO and president of the Katy 
Area Economic Development 
Council.

“[Segment E] will have a 
strong economic impact on the 

area [between I-10 and Hwy. 
290],” he said. “I think you will 
see mixed-use development with 
some employment centers taking 
root over time.”

Full story by Marie Leonard

drive-in,” Chris said.
Showboat opened in 2006 in a 

field that was a horse pasture at 
the time, according to Chris.

“My husband, two sons and 
father-in-law actually built it 
from the ground up—screens and 
everything,” she said. 

It started out with just one 
screen, but they decided to 
install another one a year into 
the venture to accommodate the 
growing number of customers. 
Since it opened, Chris said she 
has noticed a steady increase in 
business each year. 
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

we have a number of students who come 
back to school in their 30s or 40s to take 
classes to better themselves.”

Before a student begins college in 
Texas, he or she is required to take an 
entrance exam, and if the results fall 
below a certain threshold then the 
appropriate transitional classes are iden-
tified. Students cannot enroll in classes 
traditionally taken at a two- or four-year 
institution until they have completed the 
transitional course, which requires the 
same amount of money per credit hour. 
Full story by Marie Leonard

Top stories Entertainment

Education
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Data compiled by the West 
Houston Association shows 
that several pockets of new 
commercial and office develop-
ments will be part of the Cy-Fair 
landscape by 2050. The WHA 
studied population growth with 
information from the Houston-
Galveston Area Council and 
refined it with data developed 
for investment grade studies on 
the Grand Parkway. The principle 
factor in locating the largest 
areas of future growth are based 
on the completion of the new 
toll road.

Outlook of Segment E growth

Commercial/office growth

Mixed-use growth

Residential growth

290

Cypress Creek Lakes: 
2,000 homes*

Bridgeland: 
21,000 homes*

Fairfield: 5,800 
homes*

Potential 
H-E-B site

Future  Bridge-
land build-out

Canyon Lakes West: 
593 homes*

Source: West Houston Association
*These numbers reflect the amount of homes in each community when built out. 

Showboat Drive-in opened in 2006.

Source: Texas higher Education Coordinating Board

DEVELOPMENTAL CLASSES IN TEXAS

LSC-CyFair

Students meeting all standards incoming students

2007
 2,352926

2006
1,826605

2008
1,270  2,735

Broker & Bank  Conventional & Government Loans 
Purchases  Refinance  Debt Consolidation

Cypress Owned and Operated

we specialize in mortgages that fit your lifestyle

OFFICE:  832-220-1480      
CELLULAR:  832-865-6065
EMAIL FOR A FREE QUOTE: tami@cntmtg.com  
WEB: www.cntmtg.com
TX Broker License #75191

ansansans 

Tami LaCoe Channel
President

MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE
1/2 OFF PROCESSING FEE

Expires 4-12-12

Awards for Excellence
Winner of Distinction

2010

Company NMLS ID – 273344
Individual NMLS ID – 333134

25511 Budde Road | The Woodlands, 77380  | 281.292.6100 | www.brownstoneoffi cecondos.com 

Build Equity;
Why PAY Rent?{ {Providing today’s smart business owners with quality offi ce ownership. 

Don’t throw away money each month on rent. Call us and own today! 
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REAL ESTATE

East Shore
The Woodlands – 77380

Build-out year: Ongoing

Number of builders: 16

Square footage: 2,200–9,078

Home values: $455,000–$2,999,000

HOA dues: $2,100 annually

Amenities: Village on the edge of 200-acre Lake 
Woodlands with formal gardens and parks

Nearby attractions: The Woodlands Waterway/
Town Center, The Woodlands Mall, Market Street

Property taxes:

Montgomery County 0.4838000 
Conroe iSD 1.2950000 
Montgomery County hospital Dist. 0.0745000 
Montgomery County MUD #6 0.1000000 
Lone Star College System 0.1210000 
The Woodlands Township 0.3250000  
Total (per $100 value)                       2.399300

 Schools: Lamar Elementary School (K–4) 1300 
Many Pines, The Woodlands

Wilkerson intermediate School (5–6) 12312 
Sawmill Road, The Woodlands

Knox Junior high School (7–8) 12104 Sawmill 
Road, The Woodlands

The Woodlands College Park high School (9–12) 
3701 College Park Drive, The Woodlands

138 Gatewood Park Place $455,000
3 Bedroom / 3.5  Bath 2,107 sq. ft.
Agent: Barbara Fredricksen, Town Center Realty
281-528-5638

31 East Bay Boulevard $1,750,000
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 5,042  sq. ft.
Agent: Beth Ferester, Coldwell Banker United 
281-363-2500

87 Olmstead Row $1,100,000
3 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 4,610 sq. ft.
Agent: Michael Seder, RE/MAX  The Woodlands 
& Spring 281-367-7770

15 Cape Harbour Place $2,999,000
5 Bedroom / 6.5 Bath 10,023 sq. ft.
Agent: Steve Welkie, Keller Williams Realty  The 
Woodlands  832-248-5594

Data compiled by 
Haley Garcia-Laubenstein

Signature Living Properties 936-447-9625 
www.signaturelivingproperties.com

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

23 4 152

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

26 2,200/9,078 $510,000/$3,045,000

On the market  (As of Feb. 29, 2012)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (Jan. 31, 2011–Feb. 29, 2012)

Market Data The Woodlands
On the market  (February 1–29)

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market for the last 6 months

77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

Less than $149,999 0/60 6/69 0/33 0/48 21/57 17/69 8/66

$150,000–$199,999 4/48 4/59 9/79 3/83 9/78 23/88 10/73

$200,000–$299,999 1/46 17/63 14/77 12/73 8/44 27/95 19/97

$300,000–$399,999 0/32 7/69 9/47 7/76 5/0 10/86 8/67

$400,000–$499,999 1/65 4/54 2/91 1/267 0/197 2/81 5/61

$500,000–$599,999 3/124 1/59 3/63 0/71 — 1/132 6/50

$600,000–$799,999 0/72 1/78 9/166 0/191 0/113 2/58 8/127

$800,000–$999,999 0/88 1/55 3/65 — — 1/0 4/141

$1 million + 3/157 2/159 2/139 — — — 0/105

Month

Number of homes sold/Average Price

77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

Feb. 2011 14/$340,389 35/$287,347 31/$506,458 9/$266,221 14/$159,381 45/$221,079 33/$301,058

Feb. 2012 10/$183,090 27/$390,011 30/$442,811 8/$296,437 20/$152,116 67/$210,069 30/$290,819

Jan. 2012 13/$287,800 23/$269,143 24/$629,753 12/$262,112 10/$148,278 41/$191,144 34/$246,258

Dec. 2011 23/$591,676 43/$320,198 40/$381,885 17/$241,982 23/$153,821 71/$177,411 41/$331,886

Nov. 2011 12/$255,098 24/$320,657 27/$444,279 13/$269,030 16/$141,950 41/$193,265 27/$311,256

Oct. 2011 13/$193,875 35/$295,240 46/$418,755 18/$253,548 22/$177,171 41/$184,460 37/$269,400

Sept. 2011 20/$443,194 47/$297,602 65/$502,254 23/$239,980 16/$165,687 74/$196,194 40/$271,451

Aug. 2011 22/$402,399 62/$319,909 85/$434,301 21/$207,993 17/$152,427 70/$206,705 51/$333,781

July 2011 18/$241,463 62/$294,546 98/$372,758 21/$227,566 30/$162,286 80/$200,626 50/$330,376

Monthly home sales

Timberloch Pl.

Woodlands Pkwy. G
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6 Player Manor $995,000

62 S. Player Crest $1,561,453   127 N. Almondell $400,000

51 Silver Lute $350,000

110 Meadowspring $400,000
147 Evangeline Oaks Circle    

$315,000
29607 Imperial Creek Drive     

$460,000

8505 TECHNOLOGY FOREST PLACE, SUITE 803  |  THE WOODLANDS, TEXAS 77381
SOLD

www.SignatureLivingProperties.com
936-447-9625 

R E A L  E S TAT E  C O N S U LT I N G  AT  I T S  F I N E S T

Lake Robbins Dr.
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Services
Classic Hair............................................26
Eat Good Express ...................................25
Legends Sports Complex .......................25
Texas Doghouse ....................................24
Tots Sports ............................................26 
Woodlands Cleaners ..............................27
Woodlands Tree Removal .......................25

Dining
Steel City Pizza .......................... 24  Tavola 
27
Yogurt Worx ...........................................24

Home & Garden
All Floors & More ...................................26
Cunningham Gas Products .....................27

Gifts & Shopping
GiGi’s .....................................................26
Love Me Bougie .....................................24

FREE 15 gallon live oak See 
page 25.

15% off any dress & tuxedo 
rental. See page 24.

Free trial class. See page 
26.

$10 off GrillMaster 101 
registration. See page 27.

Find more local coupons online at impactdeals.com

FIND
MORE DEAlS ONlINENOW

Voted #1 Lawn Services Company in The Woodlands

 Lawn Ranger
Company, Inc.

Lawn 
Maintenance 
Division
• Lawn Maintenance
• Landscape Maintenance
• Irrigation Repairs

Green Lawn
System
Fertilization
Pest & Disease Control
• Turf
• Ornamentals
• Shrubs
• Trees

281.681.1025 {0} 
281.419.5311 {F}

www.lawnrangercompany.com

$20 OFF
First 

Feeding 
of Turf or 

Tree/shrubs
Expires: 5/31/12

Call for a FREE Estimate & Lawn Analysis

of

R
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2012 1

Voted:
Best Landscaper
Best Irrigation
Best Grass, Dirt & Mulch
Best Lawn Services

A Special thanks to our 
wonderful customers 

and talented employees

Landscape 
Division
• Enhancements
• Color Installation
• Color Change
• Shrub Beds 
• Mulch
• Cleanups

Love Me Bougie!
A Unique Boutique  

www.WoodlandsTreeRemoval.com
281-210-3333

AFFORDABLE Pricing and Quick Turn Around
No Job took BIG or too small

Licensed and Insured

FREE
15 GALLON LIVE OAK

With your order of $100
Woodlands Tree Removal. Expires 4-30-12

Tree Removal - Tree Trimming
 Stump Grinding - Land Clearing  

Debris Removal & Storm Cleanup 
 Emergency Tree Services

SoccerTots Succeeds in Building 
Developmental Skills in Your Tot

26797 Hanna Road, Suite 4-1B, Oak Ridge North 
(Next to Flips Gymnastics and behind Simons Barber Shop)

For more information call
281-203-7721 or visit TotsSports.com

Classes in-session, REGISTER NOW!
18 months - 6 years old • Year Round Programs

All Indoor Classes • Non-Competitive

SoccerTots • Lil Sluggers • PartyTots 
Multi-Sport Classes

Text TOTS to 772937

FREE 
TRIAL CLASS

CALL NOW!
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WE KEEP THE TAILS WAGGIN’

$10 OFF 
ONE NIGHT STAY 

With purchase of two or more

Owners
’

32403 FM 2978 • Magnolia, 77354 • West Woodlands
281-259-8672

info@txdoghouse.com, www.txdoghouse.com

10% OFF 
TRAINING CLASSES 

OR BOARD & TRAIN

DAYCAMP • BOARDING 
TRAINING

COME TASTE 
THE DIFFERENCE!
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Sawdust Rd.

45

281-292-6645  NEXT TO JAMES CONEY  ISLAND  525 Sawdust
14 Flavors • Over 48 Toppings

20% OFF20% OFF
YOUR TOTYOUR TOT AL ORDERAL ORDER
One coupon per perOne coupon per per son. Ofson. Of fer cannot be combined with other fer cannot be combined with other 
ofof ferfer s. This coupon has no cash value. No copys. This coupon has no cash value. No copy . Must present . Must present 

coupon at time of purchase. Expires coupon at time of purchase. Expires 

SELF-SERVE FROZEN YOGURT

4/12/124/12/12

525 SAWDUST

NOW OPEN!

SO CREAMY, SO HEALTHY, SO GOOD!

Love Me Bougie!
A Unique Boutique  

Specializing in:  Prom • NCL • Pageants 

10% off 
Any Dress & Tuxedo Rental

15%
Expires 4/12/12

281-259-6006
www.lovemebougie.com
facebook.com/lovemebougie • @lovemebougie
31307 FM 2978 Suite 106 • Magnolia, 77354

nts nts

ebougie
a, 77354

  

AWARD WINNING HAND TOSSED PIZZA

TRADITIONAL & GOURMET PIZZA * APPETIZERS
SALADS * HOAGIES * PASTA * WINGS * KIDS MENU

DESSERTS * DRAFT & BOTTLED BEER * WINE

* DINE-IN * PICK-UP ** DELIVERY * CALL-AHEAD *
* OR ORDER ONLINE *

LUNCH SPECIALS
MON-FRI

11-2
HAPPY HOUR

MON-FRI
1-5

MONDAY-WEDNESDAY
LARGE 1-TOPPING $9.99

NO COUPON NECESSARY

TUESDAY
50¢ WINGS (DINE-IN ONLY)

NO COUPON NECESSARY

THURSDAY
BIG BEER DAY

STEEL CITY PIZZERIA
501 SAWDUST RD. SUITE I
SPRING, TX 77380
WWW.STEELCITYPIZZERIA.COM

* TEAM PARTIES *
* OFFICE PARTIES *

* MEETINGS *
* SEATING FOR 170+ *

HOURS
MON-THURS 11-10

FRI-SAT 11-11
SUN 12-9

(OPEN EARLY FOR NFL GAMES)

BUY ANY LARGE PIZZA AT REGULAR PRICE
AND RECEIVE A SMALL, ONE TOPPING PIZZA

FREE
Can not be combined with any other offer. No substitutions

Expires 4-12-12

FULL MENU AT
WWW.STEELCITYPIZZERIA.COM

281-298-9338

SAWDUST RD.
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We hear you 
loud and clear.

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local coupons. Available every day, where you live, work and play!
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EARLY ENROLLMENT DISCOUNT:
Register and pay in full by April 15, 
2012 and receive huge savings!

MEMBERSHIP DISCOUNT:
If you are a Legends full access mem-
ber you can receive a 10% discount on 
all Summer Camp programs.

SIBLING DISCOUNTS: 
Register multiple children & receive 
10% off the price for each additional 
child.

MULTI-WEEK DISCOUNTS:
Register your children in 3 or more 
weeks of camp and receive a 10% 
discount off each additional week.

DISCOUNTS ARE NOT AVAILABLE WITH 
ONLINE REGISTRATION.
REGISTRATION PROCESS:
1. Register online 
2. Register by phone 281-298-5700
3. Register on-site at Legends Sports 
Complex

Campers will play a variety of tradi-
tional sports including soccer, bas-
ketball and volleyball plus playground 
games like dodgeball and capture the 
fl ag. AGES: 5–13

HALF DAY: 9am - 12pm
$99.00 before - April 15th
$125.00 after - April 15th

FULL-DAY: 9am - 4pm
$175.00 before - April 15th
$199.00 after - April 15th

See website 

for complete

dates & hours

SAVE

SUMMER
CAMPS

ON
Offered as either a FULL or HALF-DAY 
camp, this is the perfect option for 
those who wants to learn the funda-
mentals of a specifi c sport. AGES: 5–13

HALF-DAY: 9am - 12pm
$149.00 before April 15th
$175.00 after April 15th

FULL-DAY: 9am - 4pm
$225.00 before April 15th
$250.00 after April 15th

Well-designed program to improve each 
camper’s soccer skills while having fun 
doing it. AGES: 5–13

WEEK 4: Jun 25th - Jun 29th
WEEK 9: Jul 30th - Aug 3rd

Learn individual and team techniques 
on both offense and defense from our 
Football Staff. AGES: 5–13

WEEK 3: Jun 18th - Jun 22nd
WEEK 8: Jul 23th - Jul 27th

This camp will provide daily instruction 
that involves working on hitting, fi elding 
and all other fundamentals of the game. 
AGES: 5–13

WEEK 6: Jul 9th - Jul 13th
WEEK 11: Aug 13th - Aug 17th

We emphasize the progressive skills 
training of ball handling, shooting, 
rebounding and defensive positioning. 
AGES: 5–13

WEEK 2: Jun 11th - Jun 15th
WEEK 10: Aug 6th - Aug 10th

Through progressive skill building, 
participants will see major improvement 
in their performance. AGES: 5–13

WEEK 7: July 16th - 20th

www.thelegendssportscomplex.com

SOCCER CAMP

FOOTBALL CAMP

BASEBALL CAMP

BASKETBALL CAMPS

VOLLEYBALL CAMPS

SPECIALTY CAMPS

Throw in exciting fun in our infl atable 
game area and you have the ultimate 
summer camp. Let our experienced 
child development staff do all the work 
and your child will have a fun, imagina-
tive and awesome time. (All campers 
must be potty trained) AGES: 3–4

HALF DAY: 9am - 12pm
$99.00 before April 15th
$125.00 after April 15th

LIL’ LEGENDS CAMP
(HALF DAY ONLY)

TRADITIONAL
 ALL-SPORTS CAMP

www.WoodlandsTreeRemoval.com
281-210-3333

AFFORDABLE Pricing and Quick Turn Around
No Job took BIG or too small

Licensed and Insured

FREE
15 GALLON LIVE OAK

With your order of $100
Woodlands Tree Removal. Expires 4-30-12

Tree Removal - Tree Trimming
 Stump Grinding - Land Clearing  

Debris Removal & Storm Cleanup 
 Emergency Tree Services

VIEW MENUS  & ORDER ONLINE OR CALL
$6.95 Delivery Fee with only a $20 Minimum Order. To All The Woodlands and Surrounding Areas.

GO ONLINE TO WWW.EATGOODEXPRESS.COM OR CALL 281.712.1617

Fast Convenient “Restaurant Take-Out” Delivery Service
Whether youʼre thinking of a gourmet dinner for two, a lunch meeting 

for 30, or a quiet dinner at home with the family, we will deliver 
your favorite restaurants to you.

Restaurant “Take Out” Delivered
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“Five REDKEN Salons Specializing in Color”
• Corrective Color Specialists
• Special Occasion Up-dos

• Hair Extensions/Brazilian Blowout
• Open 6 Days/4 Nights

HIGHLIGHT,
HAIRCUT, & STYLE

New Clients Only

Expires 5/31/12. Expires 5/31/12.

$30 OFF
New Clients Only

$10 OFF
HAIRCUT
& STYLE

TOMBALL
281-351-2345

Academy Center
SH 249 @ FM 2920

LAKEWOOD
281-376-8364

Lakewood Forest Center
SH 249 @ Louetta

WOODLANDS
936-321-2345

Randall’s Center
FM 1488 @ SH 242

CYPRESS
281-213-8199

Kroger Center
SH 290 @ Spring Cypress

GLEANNLOCH
281-376-2422

Kroger Center
Champion Forest @ Spring Cypress

“We Care About You”

All Stylists 
Are Certifi ed 
Redken Color 

Specialists

www.classichairsalon.com

Make Your Easter, Prom & Mother’s Day Appointments Now!

CARPET • TILE • LAMINATE • WOOD • GRANITE COUNTERTOPS • BLINDS

L I F E T I M E  I N S T A L L A T I O N  W A R R A N T Y

Your Neighborhood Flooring Store!Your Neighborhood Flooring Store!ALL
FLOORS&MORE

 We Will Bring the 
    Showroom to You!

 FREE In Home 
    Estimates!

 12 Months Same 
    As Cash!

 Lower Prices 
    GUARANTEED

 Family Owned & Operated

 Certi� ed Installers

 All USA Products

TOMBALL, CYPRESS, SPRING: 281-857-6851
CONROE, MONTGOMERY: 936-588-0032

THE WOODLANDS, MAGNOLIA: 832-934-2688

1ST QUALITY 1ST QUALITY
Shaw Laminate

40 oz. Carpet

Granite Countertops

Shaw Handscraped
Lifetime Warranty Wood

Any Purchase
 of $1,500 or More

Starting 
at

Per Square Foot • Installed

Per Square Foot • Installed

Per Square Foot • Installed

Per Square Foot • Installed

Per Square Foot • Installed
Including Pad and All Trim

Memory Foam Spill Proof Pad & 
Removal of Old Carpet Included

Including 1 ½” Bullnose
PLUS FREE SINK

Includes All Trim

$3.29 $1.79

$32 $100 
OFF

$5.99
With coupon. Expires 4/12/12. With coupon. Expires 4/12/12.

Minimum purchase of 55 sq. ft. 
With coupon. Expires 4/12/12.

With coupon. Expires 4/12/12.

With coupon. Expires 4/12/12. With coupon. Expires 4/12/12.

American Made 12mm 
Shaw Laminate

NEW PRICE!

$3.99

Get Your New Fl� �  
Installed Today 
and Pay La� r

106 Commerce St. | Tomball, Texas 77375
832-698-2340 • www.gigishoppe.com

Girls: Infant–12 • Boys: Infant–4T

Hop into Spring 
with our latest looks

An infant & children’s boutique

GiGi’s
15% OFF One Item

Coupon must be presented by April 12, 2012

SoccerTots Succeeds in Building 
Developmental Skills in Your Tot

26797 Hanna Road, Suite 4-1B, Oak Ridge North 
(Next to Flips Gymnastics and behind Simons Barber Shop)

For more information call
281-203-7721 or visit TotsSports.com

Classes in-session, REGISTER NOW!
18 months - 6 years old • Year Round Programs

All Indoor Classes • Non-Competitive

SoccerTots • Lil Sluggers • PartyTots 
Multi-Sport Classes

Text TOTS to 772937

FREE 
TRIAL CLASS

CALL NOW!
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We Bring the Taste of the 
Old World to Your World

Tasting of World Renowned Wines
at Tavola Bistro & Wine Bar

Serving Dinner & Lunch Daily

NEW SPRING HOURS: Monday–Thursday: 11am–2:30 p.m.; 5–9pm • Friday: 11am–2:30pm; 5–10pm
Saturday: 4–10pm • Sunday: Holidays only

d 11 2 30 9 11 2 30 10F id

32623 FM 2978  •  281-252-8700  •  www.tavolaonline.com  • Back of the Woodlands 

g yServing Dinner & Lunch Daily

Robert Sinskey Vin Gris, 2009 Los Carneros

Lump Crab Stuff ed with Grilled Portabello Mushrooms
Tortoise Creek “Jam’s Blend” Chardonnay 2010, Lodi 

Baked Caprese Salad
Robert Sinskey Pinot Noir 2008, Los Carneros

Filet of Beef with Cabernet Reduction, Mashed Potatoes,
 Grilled Asparagus

Orin Swift, � e Prisoner 2009, Napa Valley

Chocolate Cake Truffl  es, Pecan Pie Truffl  es 
Orin Swift, D66 2009, Inaugural release

CELEBRATING  CALIFORNIA WINES 
4-Course Dinner: Napa Valley, Los Carneros, Lodi

March 29 | 7–9 PM
$59.95 per person, plus tax & gratuity

Now taking reservations

BrunchBuffetEASTER

Sunday, April 8
10:30 am - 2:00 pm

Featuring lunch and breakfast items 
including prime rib and seafood.

See full menu at 
www.tavolaonline.com

Adults $24.95 • Children 4-10 $5.95 
Under 3 FREE 

per person, plus tax and gratuity
Reservations only • Limited Seating

 Free Delivery

New Customers
Free dry cleaning on suit or dress, pair of pants and one laundered 

shirt or blouse

Exceptional Quality 
& Service

Serving The Woodlands 
for over 37 years

Family Owned
& Operated

THE WOODLANDS 1ST DRY CLEANER  37 YEARS

We want to be your dry cleaner!

3 Locations to Serve You!

THE WOODLANDS CLEANERS
THE VILLAGE CLEANERS

50% 
OFF
Terramont 

Location Only
Mention or present this offer. 

Not valid with any other offers. 
Expires 4-12-12.

$3.00 
OFF

DRY CLEANING
Mention or present this offer. 

Not valid with any other offers. 
Expires 4-12-12.

Wednesday Special

Grogans Mill Center  •  � e Shoppes at Terramont
THE WOODLANDS CLEANERS

281-367-2490 281-298-2337

Panther Creek Village Square
THE VILLAGE CLEANERS

281-292-6411

EACH PIECE

EACH PIECE

Classes start at just $49 and include food and soft drinks. Beer and Wine is available. 

Visit www.GrillMaster101.com to Register. 
Reservations are required. Hurry, space is limited.  

For more information, 800.833.5998

Presented by

Kuykendahl Rd.

Spring
 Cypre

ss

Carrot St.

Klein Church Rd.

Loue
tta

Enjoy a great meal while you learn to become the 
Neighborhood GrillMaster taught by professional chefs!

Mention this ad for $10 OFF
Offer expires April 15, 2012 
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The Business Platinum Credit Card o ers:
•   0% introductory rate for 9 months1 on purchases and balance transfers
• Best-in-class rewards
 –  Enroll in the Business Card Rewards program and get the fi rst year 

rewards free2

 –  Earn more valuable rewards for everyday business purchases
• No annual card fee
• Credit lines up to $50,000
Talk to your banker today!

Get a new business platinum credit card today 
and receive 0% introductory rate for 9 months

The Wells Fargo Business Platinum Credit Card is an essential 
tool for all small businesses to help better manage business 
expenses, while getting rewarded for everyday purchases.

Business Platinum Credit Card

introductory 
rate 0%

709089_04399

 8.5x12.5

 4c

 Off er valid from January , , to June , . New Business Platinum Credit Card accounts submitted and approved during the promotional period will receive the 
introductory rate of % for the fi rst nine billing cycles. The % introductory rate applies to purchases and balance transfers for the fi rst nine cycles as long as the customer 
does not default under the Customer Agreement. Each Balance Transfer transaction will be assessed a % fee ($ minimum and $ maximum).

 Enroll in the Wells Fargo Business Card Rewards® program when you open a new Business Platinum Credit Card account and get the annual rewards program fee of $ 
waived for the fi rst year only.

©  Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (_)


