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Proposed development includes transportation terminal

Mitchell looks to develop $35 
million performing arts center

By Brian Walzel
The Woodlands is already home to one 

of the world’s most popular live music ven-
ues, The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion, 
and now another large-scale performing 
arts center could soon be on its way. Plans 
are in the works to build a $35 million per-
forming arts venue along The Woodlands 
Waterway that would host a variety of 
Broadway-style theater productions. 

The project is headed up by The Wood-
lands founder and principal developer 
George Mitchell and The Goodman Cor-
poration, a development company that 
specializes in transit projects. 

“George and his wife, Cynthia, have 
had a dream for many years of developing 
a performing arts theater in The Wood-
lands, and there have been various plans  
to accomplish that objective for 20 years,” 
said Barry Goodman, founder and presi-
dent of The Goodman Corporation.

Project proposal
Goodman said that Mitchell and The 

Goodman Corporation have submitted a 
formal proposal to The Howard Hughes 
Corporation, which owns The Woodlands, 
The Woodlands Development Company 
and is the primary land developer in the 
community. The proposal calls for Mitch-
ell’s purchase of a two acre site just south of 
the Pavilion along The Woodlands Water-
way for a venue that could seat up to 1,800. 

The timing of the proposal and the inter-
est in the venue have been key components 
in the current stage of development for the 
facility. Goodman said the performing arts 
center could be part of a larger project that 
includes a transit terminal and the expan-
sion of the existing Pavilion parking garage 
on Six Pines Drive.

“There have been two major ingredients 
that have recreated resurgent interest [in 
the performing arts center] on the part of 

By Christine Hall
Conroe Independent School District is ready for the new 

State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness tests that 
will take place in March and April, but not without a few 
fears and reservations.

“A new type of assessment takes a few years to see how the 
game is played,” said Deputy Superintendent Chris Hines. 
“But even though change is hard, we are blessed with an out-
standing teaching staff that helps us [to] be prepared for any 
new challenge.”

STAAR vs. TAKS
STAAR replaces the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and 

Skills. Though mandated in 2007, a transition plan to STA-
AR was not available until late 2010. 

Testing at the elementary and junior high levels will be 
similar to TAKS, but high school assessments have been re-
placed with 12 end-of-course exams in the subjects in which 
the student is enrolled that year — such as English, algebra, 
science and social studies. 

STAAR is expected to show student progress in a wider 
range and with more detail than TAKS, Hines said. That, in 
turn, will allow the district to better target where curriculum 

is succeeding and where it is failing.
In addition, Hines is eager to see how the high school test-

ing will work out, not only because the tests will be adminis-
tered before teachers have completed their projected course 
schedule, but also because the state has mandated that the 
tests be used as 15 percent of the student’s overall grade.

“We’ve tried to get on the front end by making sure cur-

several stake holders, [such as] the town-
ship and the land development company,” 
Goodman said. “One is the availability of 
federal funds to build a new transit termi-
nal along the corridor just west of the cur-
rent convention center and Pavilion, and  a 
parking garage for weekend and evening 
events. And the second is availability of a 
piece of property owned by the land devel-
opment company.”

The proposed transit center is being 
planned as a transportation hub for  
The Woodlands.

“[The transit center] will be an interface 
between localized transit and existing and 
future expansion of the trolley services and 
regional transit from The Woodlands to the 
Medical Center, downtown [Houston] and 
the Galleria and parking for those who want 
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Source: Texas Education Agency
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Courtesy ofTxDOT to pursue design-build 
strategy for three local Grand 
Parkway segments
The Texas Department of Transportation 
announced it intends to move forward with a 
design-build strategy –a form of public-
private partnership– to construct segments 
F-1, F-2 and G of Grand Parkway.

Magnolia improvement district 
to begin development of 
Research Forest Drive extension
In March, the Westwood Magnolia Parkway 
Improvement District will begin construction 
on extending Research Forest Drive, the first 
project funded through a sales tax increase 
implemented in April 2011.

Deadline nears for May election ballot application
The deadline is approaching for those who are looking to join one of the three 
local government races this spring. March 5 is the last day to file to run in the  
May 12 elections for The Woodlands Township, the City of Shenandoah and 
the City of Oak Ridge North.

If you haven’t been visiting impactnews.com regularly, now’s a great time 
to start. It’s easier than ever to find and share online-exclusive stories like 
the ones below. You can also interact with other readers through Facebook, 
Twitter, article comments and online polls. Check it out today!

George Mitchell and The Goodman Corporation are planning to develop a $35 million 
performing arts center on a 2-acre parcel of land adjacent to the Cynthia Woods 
Mitchell Pavilion and along The Woodlands Waterway. The proposed venue could seat 
as many as 1,800 and would host a variety of Broadway-style productions. According to 
the Goodman Corporation, the project’s development could hinge on a proposed land deal 
between Mitchell and The Howard Hughes Corporation.

C
u

r
r

iC
u

l
u

m
D

iF
F
iC

u
lT

Y
S

T
A

N
D

A
r

D
S A

A

CA

C

C

B

B

B

D

D

E

Blueprints for each test were 
developed with lengths ranging from 
30–60 items

At grades 9–11, grade-level 
examinations assess content from 
multiple courses

Standards have remained 
consistent since the first operational 
administration in 2003

Difficult to measure student growth in 
commended performance category

Standards set separately for each 
grade and subject and based on the 
examination of test content

Assesses standards that prepare 
students for the next grade or course

Assessments will include only the 
curriculum for that grade, except 
science at grades 5 and 8

Assessments will increase in length at 
most grades and subjects
 
Overall difficulty will increase by 
assessing skills at a greater level of 
cognitive complexity

Links performance year to year from 
grades 3–8 to high school and from 
specific courses to college and career 
readiness

Standards aligned across grades and 
courses within a content area

Students must pass three end-of-
course tests in four core subject areas 
to graduate

vs.
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2012 | 11AM — 2PM
THE WOODLANDS WATERWAY MARRIOTT

WWW.BISNOW.COM

As with any financial decision, buyers are encouraged t    o do their own due diligence when selecting a home builder. 
Woodforest makes no representation or warranties on the quality of the homebuilders. Prices and availability are 
subject to change without notice. Realtors Welcome. 1/12

936-447-2800
WoodforestTx.com

Homes from the $140s to $1 Million+

f

In the center of it all

In this beautiful master-planned community, you’ll find yourself  
convenient to everything and in the center of it all. Woodforest is close 
to all that you love about South Montgomery County – great shopping, 
delectable dining, thrilling entertainment and the excitement of nearby 
Lake Conroe, all within minutes. Our meticulously designed homes are 

filled with an array of striking architectural details and impressive  
energy-efficiency measures by some of the area’s most respected builders, 

all set within a natural forest surrounding the highly acclaimed  
Woodforest Golf Club. So come out to Woodforest today, it’s the  
breath of fresh air you’ve been looking for in the center of it all.

Coventry Homes · Darling Homes · DR Horton · Highland Homes
Jeff Paul Custom Homes · Lennar Homes · Meadowlark Homes

Newmark Homes · Partners in Building · Perry Homes
Ryland Homes · Sullivan Signature Homes · Weaver, Inc.

Shopping & Dining

27 Hole Golf Course

Coventry Homes Model

Lake Conroe

Hike & Bike Trails

The Conservatory at Alden Bridge
281.681.3102  /  6203 Alden Bridge Dr., The Woodlands, TX 77382
www.ConservatorySeniorLiving.com

St. Patrick’s Day marks The Conservatory’s 4th anniversary and 
we’re commemorating it with an “Irish” style cookout and party. 
There will be swingin’ entertainment provided by The Good 
Times Band and lots of good time fun for all. Invite a senior 
friend and you will be eligible for special door prizes.

Thursday, March 15
4 - 6 p.m.

RSVP to 281-681-3102 by March 6

CAB26225Managed by Legend Retirement Corp. 

4TH ANNIVERSARY PARTY 
ST. PATRICK STYLE!
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Reader Feedback
What type of information are you looking to learn 
about The Woodlands governance process?

Level of service provided

33%
Township vs. City responsibilities

25%
Financial Implications

21%
Growth Potential

21%
Results from an unscientific web survey, collected 1/20/12–2/8/12

Contents
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kray@impactnews.com
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Reader Feedback

Tim Holifield Q&A
“I moved from The Woodlands almost 11 years ago, but I have 
very fond memories of Mr. Holifield. He had a tremendous im-
pact on the community. Tim spoke at my son John McGrew’s 
funeral 12 years ago this month after my son was killed in a 
drunk driving accident at age 18. My son thought a lot of him. 
I wish Mr. Holifield and his family all the best. Thank you so 
much Tim for your dedication and hard work and the time you 
took not just for the community in general but for a hurting 
family 12 years ago.”

Barbara M.

Mailing schedule
Our mailing schedule varies slightly through the 
month of March. You can expect your copy of 
Community Impact Newspaper on the following 
dates: Friday, Feb. 17; and Friday, March 16.

A recent outing 
reminded me of my favorite 
childhood show, “Mr. 
Rogers’ Neighborhood.” It 
wasn’t the infamous jacket-
to-cardigan exchange, or 

the way Mr. Rogers changed into his house 
shoes. What captured my attention was at 
the beginning and ending of each episode 
when the camera slowly panned over a tiny 
neighborhood in action. Oh the joy to have 
DVR back then to replay that! I re-lived 
that memory when I stood before the topo-
graphic models at The Homefinder Center. 

The Homefinder Center in The Wood-
lands provides a birds eye view of all the 
villages, schools, churches and parks, as 
well as retail, commercial and other facili-
ties. What a sight to see the product of true 
vision casting from more than 30 years 
ago. Discovering your “neighborhood” and 
serving in one of the fastest growing master 
planned communities in the nation as the 

General Manager for Community Impact 
Newspaper is an absolute thrill! 

 In this edition we provide an update 
on a project that has been in the making 
for over two decades, the performing arts 
center. We also detail changes to standard-
ized assessments our kids will be taking 
soon. We hear from local business owners 
who do more than operate a business, they 
tell their story. 

This is an exciting time of development 
and growth and we will continue to keep 
you informed of what’s going on along the 
way. Your support and positive feedback 
since our launch in September is greatly 
appreciated. Thank you for welcoming us 
to the neighborhood!

Connect Online

Check out the new and improved 
impactnews.com

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/wdl-facebook

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_wdl

Find local coupons online at  
impactdeals.com

Easily browse or search news articles from your 
community or across the state.

Stay informed with daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information.

Learn about upcoming events with the community  
calendar.

Make your voice heard by commenting on articles or 
participating in online polls.
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Shopping Center at the intersection 
of Ginger Jar and Kuykendahl Road 
that will open in June. The site will 
be developed as a two building office 
project by Everson Developments, 
LLC. Development plans include two 
10,000-square-foot office buildings to 
be constructed for office, medical and 
professional use. 713-702-8208,
www.eversondevelopments.com 
 
7  Scheduled for a May opening, Chase 

Bank, at 3660 FM 1488, will offer full 
personal banking services, including 
account management assistance, 
investments and mortgage loans. The 
branch will have a 24-hour ATM, night 
depository and drive-through business 
banking. www.chase.com

8  A second Chase Bank location will 
open in June at the intersection of FM 
1488 and FM 2978. The branch will offer 
full personal banking services, including 
account management assistance, 
investments and mortgage loans. The 
branch will have a 24-hour ATM, night 
depository and drive-through business 
banking. www.chase.com

Now Open 
 
1  De La Cruz Plastic Surgery is open 

in Market Street at 9595 Six Pines Drive, 
Ste. 8210. Dr. Emmanuel De La Cruz’s 
practice offers all forms of cosmetic 
surgery, including face lifts, tummy 
tucks, liposuction, reconstructive 
surgery, augmentations, Botox injections 
and hand surgery. 832-520-1844,  
www.delacruzplasticsurgery.com

2  Modern Aesthetics Dental has 
opened in a 3,000 square-foot medical 
office in Saddlebrook Plaza at 25201 
Kuykendahl Road, Ste. 450. Dr. Michael 
Cimino, a general dentist, offers a wide 
array of dentistry services including oral 
surgery, bridges, root canals and bite 
rejuvenation. The office also welcomes 
emergency appointments. 281-516-7200,  
www.modernaesteticsdental.com 
 
3  ASI Gymnastics has opened at 4000 

FM 1488, Conroe. The company, owned 
by David Holley, offers recreational and 
competitive gymnastics training. It also 
hosts field trips, team-building exercises 
and children’s birthday parties. A grand 

opening is scheduled for March 3 and 
will feature an open gym, meet and 
greet with coaches, and an appearance 
by Houston Texan cheerleaders.  
877-556-4072 www.asigymnastics.com 
 
4  Now open at 525 Sawdust Road, 

T-Mobile offers cellular phones, wireless 
devices and accessories. The store’s staff 
also provides customer service with 
products and plans, support and billing. 
281-298-3273, www.tmobile.com

Coming Soon 
 
5  The first Houston area location of 

Hand and Stone Massage and Facial 
Spa, opening at 4526 Research Forest 
Drive, provides a variety of massage 
and spa services, including hot stone 
and Swedish massages, as well as facial 
and waxing services. Appointments and 
walk-in services are available.  
281-298-5153, www.handandstone.com 
 
6  The J. Beard Real Estate Company 

has brokered the acquisition of a 2-acre 
site adjacent to the Alden Bridge Village 
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Creekside Forest Dr.

AUASCAPES
POOLS&SPAS

Discover your 
backyard’s 
potential!

• Landscape & Outdoor 
   Lighting

• New Construction 
   & Remodeling

• Outdoor Kitchens 
   & Arbors

• Fire Pits & Features
• Pool Tile Cleaning 
• Weekly/Monthly 

   Maintenance 

25310 FM 2978
TOMBALL, 77375

281-351-1800
www.WeGetYouWet.com

Preferred builder:
Highland Homes 
Darling Homes

Free Outdoor Fire 
Pit or Waterfall 

with Pool Installation
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Woodlands Elite Cheer has moved to 27600 
Commerce Oaks Drive in Oak Ridge North.

A 15,000-square-foot office at 1050 Evergreen Circle 
is currently under construction.

9  Planned for a summer opening, 
Lego will open at The Woodlands Mall, 
1201 Lake Woodlands Drive, Ste. 1182. 
The 3,000-square-foot store sells Lego 
building and construction toys and 
accessories. www.lego.com 
 
10  Stoneridge Offices is under 
construction at 26113 Oak Ridge Drive 
and is scheduled for a May opening. The 
building will have space for five tenants 
with an average office space of 1,800 
square feet. The development will be 
similar to the Brownstone Office Suites 
located on Budde Road. 281-602-8820 
 
11  Under construction in the heart of 
Town Center at 1050 Evergreen Circle is 
a three-story, 15,000-square-foot Class 
A office facility. The building features 
green construction methods and private 
terraces. The property is being leased by 
Woodlands Commercial Real Estate. 
281-466-2880,  
www.woodlandscommercial.net 
 
12  Stream Data Center is developing a 
72,000-square-foot private data center 
at 4001 Technology Forest Blvd. The 
data center will deliver 4.5 megawatts 
of power, with capabilities to increase 
distribution to 9 megawatts. The facility 
is scheduled for a December opening. 
866-301-0901,  
www.streamdatacenters.com

Relocation 
 
13  Diva Boutique is relocating from 
its former location in the Sterling Ridge 
Shopping Center at 6700 Woodlands 
Parkway, Ste. 140 to 4526 Research 
Forest Drive, Ste. 125 and will re-open 
the first part of April. The store offers 
women’s contemporary clothing and 
accessories and fashion trends from New 
York, Los Angeles and Europe in an Old 
World Tuscan shopping environment. 
281-364-7467,  
www.shopdivaboutique.com  
 
14  Woodlands Elite Cheer Company 
has relocated from 1067 Pruitt Road in 
The Woodlands to 27600 Commerce 
Oaks Drive in Oak Ridge North. 
Woodlands Elite Cheer offers classes for 
competitive cheerleading, recreational 
tumbling, preschool tumbling. It also 
offers summer cheerleading camps and 
tryout training service. 281-681-1253, 
www.woodlandselite.com 
 
15  Signature Living Properties has 
relocated to its new location at 8505 
Technology Forest Place, Ste. 803 from 
1450 Lake Robbins Drive, Ste. 100. The 
real estate firms specializes in local 
knowledge and personalized client 
services. Agents offer buying, selling and 
relocation services. 936-447-9625,  
www.signaturelivingproperties.com 

 
16  Avatar Home Health Agency is 
relocating its corporate headquarters 
from 26005 Oak Ridge Drive to Borough 
Park Drive. The company recently 
purchased two buildings totaling 22,000 
square feet in the Borough Park Office 
Complex. Avatar is a family-owned and 
operated establishment to help patients 
improve their quality of life through 
home health care. 281-465-8220,  
www.avatarhomehealthcare.com 
 
17  Breathe Pilates Studio has moved a 
few doors down from its former location 
at 25228 Grogan’s Park Drive to 25236 
Grogan’s Park Drive. Breathe Pilates 
Studio is a fully-equipped facility that 
offers exercise programs for men and 
women in private and semi-private classes 
by certified instructors. 281-298-5277,  
www.breathepilatesstudio.net

Anniversary 
 
18  Affinity Ballroom Dance celebrated 
its one-year anniversary in early 
February. Affinity Ballroom Dance, 
located at 25323 I-45, offers lessons in 
ballroom, club, country, international 
styles. Class types range from 
professional competition, to wedding 
and event preparation to children  
and teen classes. 281-298-6262,  
www.affinityballroomdance.com 
 
19  The Magnolia location of Tailgators 
Pub and Grill, located at 33418 Egypt 
Lane, Ste. L, Magnolia, celebrated 
its one-year anniversary on Dec. 17. 
Tailgators is a restaurant and sports  
bar that also offers trivia, pool, darts  
and poker, as well as a full menu with 
daily drink and food specials.  
281-259-5343 www.tailgatorspub.com 

Jim Hallers, owner of Tailgators Pub and Grill, recently celebrated the pub’s one-year anniversary.

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email wdlnews@impactnews.com.
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19

11

Compiled by Brian Walzel
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Robinson Rd.

JOIN NOW FOR 

$650 AND PAY NO 

DUES UNTIL APRIL 1!  

PLUS get $15 goLf 

LeSSonS UntiL 

APriL 1! 

For more  

information, call  

877-695-4347.

4 Clubs, 5 Courses,  

one MeMbership.
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atetexas.com

two year membership required for  
price offered. offer expires 2/29/12.  

other restrictions may apply.

ThE OAkS  
The Woodlands

PANThER TRAIL 
The Woodlands

LAkE WINDcREST 
Magnolia

MAgNOLIA cREEk 
league CiTy

SOUTh ShORE hARbOUR 
league CiTy

Need a Little 
More green to 

Work With?

Rayford Rd.

 
In The News 
 
The Montgomery County Elections Office 
is reporting that new voter registration 
certificates will be mailed out after the 
Texas re-districting maps are finalized by 
the federal courts. The certificates will be 
valid now until Dec. 31, 2013. Voters are 
urged to visit www.montgomeryvotes.org 
to check their voter registration status and 
to confirm that the Elections Office has 
their current correct address. Voters who 
have moved must notify the office of their 
new address to be property qualified to 
vote. 936-539-7843 
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CALENDAR

march 3–31
By Brian Walzel

The “Live at Night” series returns to Waterway Square in The Woodlands on March 3 with a 
performance by Texas country band Dunville. “Live at Night” is held every Saturday in March 
from 6 to 8 p.m.

“Live at Night has become one of the most popular live music settings in the area,” said Nick 
Wolda, president of The Woodlands Convention and Visitors Bureau. “With the Fountains at 
Waterway Square as its backdrop, people of all ages flock to enjoy the scenic venue while 
listening to the sounds of local and regional favorites.”

Waterway Square is located along Waterway Avenue and is a one-acre public park with 
water fountains and amenities, as well as green spaces that serve as the centerpiece of The 
Woodlands Town Center. 

Other acts scheduled for March are heated Frenzy (March 10), Jazz Avenue (March 17), 
Rockit Bayou (March 24) and Soulshine (March 31). “Live at Night” is free and open to the 
public. Limited curbside parking is available along Lake Robbins Drive, Waterway Avenue, 
Waterway Square Place and Timberloch Place.

Paid covered parking is available at the 24 Waterway Parking Garage, located at the corner 
of Fountain Plaza and Lake Robbins Drive. Additional uncovered parking is available in the 
parking lot along the corner of Waterway Avenue and Timberloch Place.

March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 • Free • 6–8 p.m. • Waterway Square, located along Waterway Avenue 
281-363-2447 • www.thewoodlandscvb.com

C
o

ur
te

sy
 T

he
 W

o
o

d
la

nd
s 

C
o

nv
en

tio
n 

an
d

 V
is

ito
rs

 B
ur

ea
u

The “Live at Night” event at Waterway Square features live music performances along The Woodlands 
Waterway throughout March.

“Live At Night”

Entergy Finalists’ Concert and Awards. 
The competition provides an opportunity 
for classical music artists to compete for 
monetary prizes totaling $20,000, in addition 
to performance opportunities. The finalists’ 
concert and awards evening performance 
and final round of the competition is a 
featured event of the Montgomery County 
Performing Arts Society’s regular season  
and is an official music contest of the  
State of Texas. 7:30 p.m. • Free (preliminary 
round), $27 (finalists’ concert) • Crighton 
Theater, 234 Main St., Conroe  
936-441-3469 • www.youngtexasartists.org

12–16 Spring Break at  
The Woodlands Children’s museum

Spring Break at The Woodlands Children’s 
Museum includes programs such as Crazy 
Art, ART-rageous Workshop, Sizzlin’ Science, 
WeDo Robotics and E.A.R.L.Y. Robotics.  
Enrollment is open to children ages 4  
years to 11 years. • 9 a.m.–noon (all class 
times, except E.A.R.L.Y. Robotics, which 
is from 1–4 p.m. See their online Spring 
Programs Brochure for more information and 
to fax registration forms. • $119–$149 
4775 W. Panther Creek Drive • 281-465-0995,  
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org 

February

18 montgomery County Heart Ball

The 2012 Montgomery County heart Ball 
themed “Paris – An Affair of the heart,” helps 
raise money for heart disease research and 
support for heart disease survivors. in 2011, 
the American heart Association’s heart 
Ball campaign raised more than $51 million 
for research and support. This year’s event 
features music, dinner and a live auction. 
6:30 p.m. • $300 Woodlands Waterway 
Marriott hotel and Convention Center, 1601 
Lake Robbins Drive • 713-610-5079 
www.heart.org
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Dosey Doe
25911 I-45 N. 
The Woodlands • 281-367-3774 
www.doseydoe.com

February
19  Jimmy Webb • 7:30 p.m.
21  Gretchen Peters • 8 p.m.
22  Brandon Rhyder • 8 p.m.
23  Ruthie Foster • 8:30 p.m.
24  Chris hillman with 

herb Pederson • 8:30 p.m.
25  John Conlee • 8:30 p.m.
28  Market Junction • 8 p.m.
29  Mike Ryan, Grady Skelton,  

David Grace • 8:30 p.m.

March
1  Carolyn Wonderland • 8:30 p.m.
2   Darden Smith • 8:30 p.m.
3   Marcia Ball • 8:30 p.m.
6   Max Stallings • 8 p.m.
7   Bob Cheevers, Jason Eady, 

Kathryn hallberg • 8 p.m.
8     Kevin & Dustin Welch • 8:30 p.m.
9     Allen Toussaint • 9 p.m.

Live Music
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All prices + TTL. Pictures & colors for illustration only. 
Warranty is Limited Powertrain Warranty. For Details See 
Dealer or Go to KIA.com. All MPG HWY Are EPA Estimates 

On The Window Sticker.

443 IH 45 S.
5 Miles North of The Woodlands

www.cowboykia.com

2012 OPTIMA    
     LX A/T{

1-800-NEW-KIAS

FM 2854

I-45

Hwy. 336

Frazier St.

Hardy Toll 

Road

CONROE

THE WOODLANDS

Old Montgomery Rd.

$189/MONTH with a 10 YR. 100,000 MILE LIMITED POWERTRAIN WARRANTY! 
THIS IS NOT A LEASE! ITʼS JUST A BETTER WAY TO BUY FROM COWBOY KIA IN CONROE! 

*2012 Optima model# 53222. $189 payment for 39 months w/ $2,499 down payment plus 
tt&l w.a.c.  Balloon payment of $12,397.50 SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS.

$189 /MONTH

$20,988
After $1,000 manufacturer rebate2012 KIA 

SORENTO

NEW

{
LX A/T

$169 /  MONTH

NEW

LX A/T

2012 KIA 
FORTE{

ALL OPTIONS AVAILABLE AT END OF TERM*

$21,488

$169/MONTH with a 10 YR. 100,000 MILE LIMITED POWERTRAIN WARRANTY! 
THIS IS NOT A LEASE! ITʼS JUST A BETTER WAY TO BUY FROM COWBOY KIA IN CONROE! 

*2012 Forte LX A/T model #C5422. $169 payment for 39 months w/$1,999 down payment plus tt&l w.a.c. 
Balloon payment of $8,814.00. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS.

$$$222222200000000000222222222222000000000000,,,,,,,,,,,,,,99999999998888888888888888888899999999999888888888888888888888888
With $500 owner loyalty/competitive owner 

offer (must own qualifying vehicle). 
Several to Choose. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS.

23 Palettes & Paintings

The Woodlands high School Art Trust 
announces its “Palettes and Paintings,” the 2nd 
Annual Art Collection Unveiling and Fundraiser. 
At this event, enjoy the display of art that 
high school students selected for the show 
and the unveiling of their top choices. These 
palettes have been designed and created by 
professional and student artists throughout the 
community. • 6:30–8:30 p.m. Free 
The Woodlands high School • 610 Research 
Forest Drive • 713-398-7627, www.twhsat.org

24 Jukebox memories

The Woodlands College Park high School 
Orchestra presents “Jukebox Memories,” 
featuring music from the 1950s to the 1980s. 
Proceeds from the show benefit the The 
Woodlands College Park Orchestra program. 
6:30 p.m. • $5 (Tickets available from 
orchestra students, at the door or by sending 
a check or money order to College Park high 
School Auditorium, 3701 College Park Drive, 
The Woodlands, TX 77384) • The Woodlands 
College Park high School, 3701 College  
Park Drive • 281-465-9695,  
www.twcp.conroeisd.net

24 Economic Outlook

The South Montgomery County Woodlands 
Chamber of Commerce presents its 26th 
Annual Economic Outlook Conference 
featuring guest speaker Larry Kellner, former 
chief executive officer and chairman of 
Continental Airlines. The conference provides 
the opportunity to gain valuable insight into 
the projected growth of Montgomery County 
and Texas economies. • 8 a.m.–1:30 p.m. 
$135 (chamber members), $135 (non-chamber 
member) • Woodlands Waterway hotel and 
Convention Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive 
281-367-5777, www.woodlandschamber.org 

March 

8–10 Young Texas Artists

The Montgomery County Performing Arts 
Society presents its 28th Annual Young 
Texas Artists Music Competition and the 
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THE COST OF BECOMING A CITYTHE COST OF BECOMING A CITY

PROPERTY TAXES

78%
CITY EMPLOYEES

194
STAFFING LEVELS CITY

84
195.25
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148.45
56

5.25
4.25
30

741.20

GOVERNANCE

If a preliminary financial model is 
accepted by The Woodlands Township’s 
Board of Directors, township residents 
can expect to see their property taxes 
increase by nearly 80 percent should The 
Woodlands incorporate in 2014.

As part of its ongoing governance 
study, the township board last month 
received a preliminary financial model 
conducted by Economic & Planning Sys-
tems, Inc. The report showed that should 
The Woodlands incorporate in 2014, the 
current tax rate of 32.5 cents per $100 
of property valuation would need to 
increase by 25.64 cents to 58.14 cents in 
order to provide the same level of service 
that residents currently receive. That rep-
resents a potential property tax increase 
of 78.9 percent.

The report has yet to be adopted by 
the board and presented to the public 
as the township’s accepted projection of 
finances under incorporation. EPS and 
Partners for Strategic Action, the firm 
hired by the township to conduct the 
governance study, will review additional 
components of the financial model.

“The township’s consultants from PSA 
and EPS have received additional infor-
mation regarding road construction and 
maintenance costs and recommend that 

Tax rate under incorporation could jump by nearly 80 percent
additional time be taken to review and 
validate these estimated roadway costs 
before completion of Working Paper No. 
2,” said Nick Wolda, spokesperson for 
the township. 

The board will vote on a potentially 
revised financial model on Feb. 23.

“Rather than having the board con-
sider acceptance of the report pending 
changes, it was recommended that the 
board defer action to the February meet-
ing,” Wolda said.

Despite the potential changes, Chief 
Executive Officer of PSA Curt Dunham 
said that whatever additional informa-
tion is gathered and presented, the 
proposed tax rate likely will not dramati-
cally change.

“We don’t see anything major affecting 
the bottom line, we’re just doing our due 
diligence,” Dunham said.

The reason for the increase in the 
proposed tax rate is that, by incorporat-
ing, The Woodlands would need to hire 
nearly 200 additional full-time employees, 
as well as buy land for and construct its 
own municipal facilities, such as a police 
department and public works facility.

The Woodlands residents will have 
their first opportunity to vote on 
governance in 2014. It has yet to be 
determined if, in fact, there will be a 

governance election. The Woodlands has 
until 2057 to hold such a vote.

“If [the proposed tax rate] is as eye-
opening to residents and businesses as it 

appears to be, they may not want to have 
an election,” township director Nelda 
Blair said. 

By Brian Walzel

Comment at impactnews.com

General Government
Police
Fire
Public Works
Parks & Recreation
Planning & Development
CVB
Solid Waste Management
Water & Wastewater

TOTAL

TOWNSHIP

52
115.25

158
2

148.45
33

4.75
4.25
29

546.70Source: The Woodlands Township
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DEVELOPMENT

Several major commercial and retail 
development projects located throughout 
the North Houston area are being billed as 
key economic drivers for a region that is 
seeing exponential growth. Among those 
are projects located in The Woodlands 
Town Center. 

Alex Sutton, co-president of The Wood-
lands Development Company, discussed 
some of these projects during a January 
meeting of the North Houston Associa-
tion. Sutton said two primary focuses of 
development in the Town Center are 
continual build out of what he called the 
“Super Block” and a high-rise condomin-
ium near Waterway Square.

Projected to be located near the McKes-
son (formerly U.S. Oncology) building at 
10101 Woodloch Forest Drive is a multi-
story commercial and office development, 
Sutton said. The project was initially slated 
for a single tenant, but Sutton said demand 
by potential occupants has been strong 
and the facility could end up housing 
multiple tenants. 

With the inclusion of another multi-
story office development, Sutton said a 
parking garage will be required. There has 
been some consideration, he said, in lining 
the parking facility with apartments.

Multi-story, multi-tenant office facilities 

Woodlands Development Company plans large-scale Town Center projects
continue to sprout up in Town Center, 
most notably 3 Waterway Square Place, 
which Sutton said is “80 percent commit-
ted” even before the concrete foundation 
has been poured. 

There is also substantial focus on 
increased housing in Town Center as 
evidenced by Sutton’s announcement of a 
135 to 140-unit residential condominium 
high rise adjacent to the Waterway Square 
parking garage on Lake Robbins Drive. 
While Sutton said there is no construction 
date as of yet, the project is something the 
Development Company has set as a prior-
ity and would like to see it break ground 
“in the next few years.”

However, the driving factor in the devel-
opment of the high rise condominium is 
buyer market concerns, Sutton said.

“The condo market is a tricky one,” he 
said. “Judging the depth of it is difficult. 
The ultimate user financing is tough. After 
the subprime mortgage crisis, the rules 
got rewritten. It’s much more difficult for a 
user to get a mortgage for a condo.”

Also in the works is a second phase of 
The Millennium apartments on Water-
way Avenue. Developed by the Dinerstein 
Company, the first phase of the facility has 
400 units and is 95 percent leased.

Overall demand for office space in The 
Woodlands is very high. Sutton said that 

only 2.5 percent of office space in The 
Woodlands remains vacant, a number he 
said even “may be a little high.”

“We’ve built the brand. We’ve built the 
demand,” he said.

Executive Director of the North Hous-
ton Association Paula Lentz said such 
growth has had a strong impact on the 
region served by the association.

A 140-unit high rise condominium is planned for Waterway Square.

“For the last couple of years, with the 
economy the way that it’s been, obviously 
[commercial development] has had a real 
impact on the association members,” Lentz 
said. “From our viewpoint, opportunities 
to enhance the region bring new work, 
new jobs. We’re excited that new growth is 
happening in our region.” 

By Brian Walzel

Comment at impactnews.com
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Wildwood Christian Academy provides spiritual 
and academic learning that challenges students to 

become critical thinkers and life-long learners.

Ages 18 months through 3rd Grade 
(including Transition to Kindergarten)

8911 FM 1488 • Magnolia, TX 77354 
832.934.0200

www.wildwoodchristianacademy.org

2012-2013 REGISTRATION OPENS TO PUBLIC FEB. 13TH AT 10AM

NOW OFFERING MOTHER’S DAY OUT

281-255-8366 • www.thevillagenannies.com

Village Nannies is a premiere nanny placement agency.

Where fi nding your ʻMary Poppins’ is not simply a possibility....but a probability

The Winds of Change       Have Arrived

A modern agency with traditional values...A modededddd rnrnrn gagagagagency with traditional valuesA modededd rnrnn ggagency with traditional values

The

Village Nannies

Call and Ask for the IMPACT Discount!
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  montgomery County 
Commissioners Court

Alan B. Sadler Commissioners Court Building 
501 N. Thompson, Ste. 402, Conroe 
936-539-7812 
www.mctx.org

Feb. 27, 10 a.m.

  City of Oak ridge North
Bob Williams Memorial Council Chambers
27424 Robinson Road
281-292-4648 
www.oakridgenorth.com

Feb. 27, march 14, 7 p.m.

  The Woodlands Township
Township Service Center
2801 Technology Forest Blvd.
281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Feb. 23, 6 p.m.

CiTY, COUNTY AND TOWNShiP Compiled by Brian Walzel

Confirming rumors that have been 
circulating since the fall, Anadarko Petro-
leum Corp. announced Feb. 1 construction 
of a second high rise office building in The 
Woodlands.

The 31-story, 549,260-square-foot build-
ing will be built at the corner of Woodloch 
Forest Drive and Lake Robbins Drive. The 
existing Anadarko building on Lake Rob-
bins Drive has 817,977 square feet.

During a dedication ceremony, Vice 
President and Chief Information Office 
Mario Coll said the first 10 floors of the 
building will be a parking garage and the 
upper 21 floors will be office space, confer-
ence rooms and project floors.

He said the new facility will house 1,700 
employees, many of whom will be relo-
cated from other buildings in The Wood-
lands, as well as new employees.

“This will enable us to bring everyone 
onto the same campus,” Coll said.

Construction on the new tower began 
Feb. 14. Land clearing was underway at 
the time of the ceremony. Coll said the 
expected completion date is spring 2014.

The Patrinely Group is the development 
manager for the project, while Gensler 
is the architect and D.E. Harvey is the 
general contractor. The new tower will be 
constructed with energy-efficient technol-
ogy and targeted for LEED certification.

Montgomery County

The Woodlands Meetings

All signs point to the expansion of 
Hwy. 249 slated to become a six-lane 
toll road between Spring Cypress and 
FM 1774. On Jan. 23, the Montgomery 
County Toll Road Authority on unani-
mously entered into negotiations with 
Harris County and the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation for the develop-
ment of the project. 

The Toll Road Authority consists of 
the four Montgomery County Commis-
sioners, including Pct. 2 Commissioner 
Craig Doyal, who has been a longtime 
advocate for the project. 

“All this does is open the doors to 
start talking to them [TxDOT and Har-
ris County] to see if we can make this 
work,” Doyal said.

The measure approved by the Toll 
Road Authority allows the group to 
negotiate with Harris County and 
TxDOT for construction, maintenance 
and operations of the proposed toll road 
along the Hwy. 249 corridor. 

“We will be negotiating who is going 
to build it, operate it and how it will be 
funded,” Doyal said.

Montgomery County joins Harris County, TxDOT in Hwy. 249 expansion study
One of the key components that will 

be analyzed in the coming months by 
the Montgomery and Harris County Toll 
Road authorities will be traffic counts 
along Hwy. 249 to determine if enough 
toll revenue can be generated in order to 
make the project financially viable. 

Recently-passed legislation has 
enabled TxDOT to seek private partner-
ships in order to fund the construction 
of three major thoroughfares in the 
greater Houston area, including Hwy. 
249. Doyal has estimated the cost of the 
six-lane expansion from Spring Cypress 
to FM 1774 could be between $250 mil-
lion and $300 million. 

At least two major hurdles of the proj-
ect have already been cleared: right-of-
way and environmental clearance. 

“The right-of-way is already in place, 
environmental clearance has already 
been substantially done,” Doyal said. 
“It’s a project that lends itself very 
readily to construction. If the [traffic] 
numbers bear out that it is financially 
warranted, then we’ll move forward 
with Harris County and TxDOT.” 

Anadarko announces second Woodlands campus

An architectural rendering of the new Anadarko 
building being constructed in The Woodlands

The City of Oak Ridge North has 
amended its zoning ordinance for its B-2 
Secondary and Highway Business District 
in hopes of amassing more sales tax revenue 
for the city.

City Manager Vicky Rudy said that many 
of the businesses in the city’s prime retail 
space along I-45 were operating as offices 
and therefore not generating effective sales 
tax revenue.

“We noticed that a great deal of our 
freeway space was going to office use, even 
though it was situated for high tier retail, 
like Rooms To Go and Pier 1,” Rudy said. 
“We have some excellent retailers, but we’re 
surrounding them with office use.”

In November, the Oak Ridge North city 
council enacted a 90-day moratorium on 
leasing some retail space for office use so 
that the city could review its zoning laws. 
Rudy said the changes allow the city more 
control over what types of businesses open 
in the highway district.

“It’s about sales tax for us because with-
out sales tax, there is property tax,” Rudy 
said. “Nobody gains from raising property 
taxes when they can be offset by sales tax.” 

Oak Ridge North

Oak Ridge North amends zoning 
ordinance to increase tax base

               GREGGHARRISON.COM

Insurance Claims 
Estate Planning

Car and Truck Accidents 

CALL: 832.797.7600      
Principle office in Cypress, Texas

ATTORNEY AT LAW 
P.L.L.C

GREGG S. HARRISON

FREE IMMEDIATE CONSULTATION!

On-the-Job Injuries
Wrongful Death Claims

Injuries to Minors

Woodlands Development Company plans large-scale Town Center projects
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Negotiations to move forward with plans to create 
tolled main lanes on Hwy. 249 are underway.
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is the Hobby Center. The theater puts on 
five main stage shows per year and, com-
bined with the theater’s other programs, 
produces about 20 shows per year—shows 
similar to ones that would be hosted by a 
performing arts center in The Woodlands. 

Performing arts 
The arts have long been a passion for Mitch-
ell and his late wife, Cynthia, for whom 
the Pavilion is named. Mitchell developed 

and opened The 
Cynthia Woods 
Mitchell Pavilion 
in April of 1990.

The concert 
industry’s leading 
trade publication, 
“Pollstar,” listed 
The Woodlands 
Pavilion as the fifth 
most popular live 

music venue in terms of ticket sales in the 
world in 2011 with 277,099 tickets sold. 
The Pavilion is also the summer home of 
the Houston Symphony and hosts perfor-
mances by the Houston Ballet.

“Mr. Mitchell and his wife, Cynthia, they 
have been visionaries in many areas, espe-
cially in cultural arts,” said Bruce Tough, 
chairman of The Woodlands Township 
Board of Directors. “The Cynthia Woods 
Mitchell Pavilion is an example of that 
vision and that venue has had a significant 
economic impact in the development of 
The Woodlands. To continue that vision 
with another cultural arts venue would just 
enhance what we have now.”

Performing Arts
Continued from | 1

to use the transit system,” Goodman said.
The transit facility would also enable 

“support commute services,” he said, 
for Houston residents who work in  
The Woodlands. 

Goodman gave no time frame regard-
ing a possible start or completion date on 
the performing arts center, but said that 
the probability of the development com-
ing to fruition is likely contingent on the  
land sale.

“I think the probability is greatly enhanced 
if there is an agreement between the Mitchell 
group and the Howard Hughes Corporation 
on the proposed land acquisition,” Good-
man said. “If that can occur the chances are 
better than even that it could happen.”

“If the land transaction does not go 
through, it’s less likely to happen,” Goodman 
said. “If you don’t have Mitchell behind this, 
in my opinion, I don’t know how else you 
can raise the money.”

Both The Howard Hughes Corporation 
and The Woodlands Development Com-
pany are remaining tight-lipped about the 
proposal. Grant Herlitz, president of The 
Howard Hughes Corporation, declined to 
comment on the development and represen-
tatives from The Woodlands Development 
Company opted not to discuss specifics on 
the project.

“Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell’s admiration for 
the arts has been invaluable to the develop-
ment of The Woodlands,” said Tim Welbes, 
co-president of The Woodlands Develop-
ment Company. “For many years, there have 

been discussions about a performing arts 
theater and those discussions continue. It 
would be premature to elaborate on these 
discussions at this time.”

However, new development, and devel-
opment at quickened pace, in Town Center 
was initially cited by Herlitz as a primary 
focus of The Howard Hughes Corporation 
shortly after its acquisition of The Wood-
lands in July.

“We’ll hopefully accelerate the plan to 
complete The Wood-
lands community, 
particularly with addi-
tional construction in 
the Town Center,” Her-
litz said in August.

Interest in venue
Goodman said 

interest from the per-
forming arts commu-
nity in the project has been high and that 
initial plans called for the venue to have 
400–500 seats. He said with the feedback 
Mitchell and the Goodman Corporation 
have received about the proposed venue, 
plans were re-drawn to include up to  
1,800 seats.

Phillip Duggins, artistic director for the 
Masquerade Theater in Houston, said the 
demand among the theater community for 
such a venue would be strong.

“We would have an extreme interest in 
that,” Duggins said. “We’re already try-
ing to work out deals with The Grand  
in Galveston. We’re always looking for 
other venues.”

Masquerade Theater’s current home Comment at impactnews.com

Your Family 
Dentist in 

The Woodlands
  • Family and cosmetic 
   dentistry 
   (including Lumineers©)
  • Orthodontics/Invisalign©

  • In-o�  ce teeth whitening 
  • Professionally trained,
     caring and courteous sta� 
  • Private practice setting
  • Most major insurance 
     plans accepted
  • Financing available
  • Convenient hours 
     and location

Our goal is to provide you 
and your family with the 
best dental care. We will 

treat you with tender care 
and will always strive to 
make your dental visit a 

pleasant experience.

936-273-0034
19073 I-45 South, Ste. 185

� e Woodlands, TX 77385

www.Porto� noDental.com 

Dental Care for Your Family

Get ready for spring and get your

FREE
Take Home Teeth Whitening Kit

When you get your new patient exam, cleaning and X-rays
($350 value)

Some Restrictions Apply
Must bring this ad. Expires 3/15/12.

Gerese Davis, D.D.S

“George and his wife, Cynthia, 
have had a dream for many years of 
developing a performing arts theater 
in The Woodlands, and there have 
been various plans to accomplish that 
objective for 20 years.”

—Barry Goodman 
President, The Goodman Corporation

Six
 Pi

ne
s D

riv
e

PAC

PAC

T

T Proposed
Performing Arts Center

Existing
Structure

Proposed
Residential

Proposed
Transit Center / Parking Garage

Lake Robbins Drive

Cynthia Woods
Mitchell Pavilion

Parking
Garage

Town
Green
Park

Woodlands
Waterway

Waterway
Marriott Hotel

C O M I N G  S O O N

Entertainment options in The 
Woodlands Town Center con-
tinue to grow. Along with one 
of the world’s most popular 
live music venues, The Cynthia 
Woods Mitchell Pavilion, area 
residents can also explore The 
Woodlands Waterway, and its 
nearby restaurants and bars, 
Town Green Park, local movie 
theaters and the county li-
brary. These amenities are 
part of plan in Town Center 
that includes new residen-
tial developments. This map 
shows the location of some of 
those amenities. 

Sources: The Goodman Corporation, The Woodlands Development Company
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’80 –’85

GRADES TESTED 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

TEAMS  (Texas Educational Assessment of Minimal Skills)’86 –’90

GRADES TESTED 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

’90 –’02

GRADES TESTED 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

TAKS   (Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills)’03–’11

GRADES TESTED 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

2012

GRADES TESTED 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Source: Texas Education Agency

TABS  (Texas Educational Assessment of Basic Skills)

TAAS  (Texas Assessment of Academic Skills)

STAAR  (State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness)

riculum is aligned with the state’s curricu-
lum, which has improved the rigor of our 
own testing,” Hines said. “We are working 
on how to integrate that into our grading 
system, which has typically been handled at 
the local level.”

Parent concerns
Pam Sweebe, who has a sophomore at 

The University of Texas and a 12-year-old in 
junior high school in The Woodlands, said 
each of her daughters had different experi-
ences with the standardized testing.

Between her two daughters, Sweebe has 
been through TAKS and its predecessor, 
Texas Assessment of Academic Skills. She 
sees the tests measuring where students 
stand at the point of the test versus what was 
taught and what will come.

Because of that, she doesn’t anticipate 
the introduction of STAAR affecting her 
12-year-old’s education.

“There are still benchmark years where 
they have to achieve a certain score in or-
der to advance to the next grade level,”  
hSweebe said.

She said her 12-year-old was frustrated 
with the series of testing that occurred be-
fore and after the winter break. 

“I just wish there was more coordination,” 
she said. “A single test could serve more 
than one purpose so the kids can get back 
to the day-to-day activities and the hands-

STAAR
Continued from | 1

on experience that gives them the basis to sit 
down and take the tests.”

Purpose of standardized testing
 Suzanne Marchman, spokesperson for 

the Texas Education Agency, said that since 
the early 1980s, Texas has utilized standard-
ized testing to ensure students are learning 
what they need to know before they are pro-
moted to the next grade—and to determine 
how well the school is educating its students.

But in recent years, data has shown a 
higher number of college freshman taking 
remedial courses due to not being adequate-
ly prepared for college, Marchman said. 
Other complaints came in, which included 
instructors teaching to the test or having 
the students memorizing what they need to 
know in order to pass the tests.

Those complaints prompted the Texas 
Legislature to move for more rigorous ex-
ams that would include testing for college 
readiness skills. Skills will be tested through 
open-ended questions where the student 
will have to know the answer without being 
given choices, Marchman added.

Administration costs
TEA does not expect the $4 billion in re-

cent budget cuts to education funding to in-
terfere with the STAAR tests, but Marchman 
said the administration of the test will cost 
more than in previous years.

In 2010, Texas renewed its contract with 
New Jersey-based education publishing 
company Pearson Education Inc. for five 

years for $468 million, Marchman said. 
Annually, the state expects to spend about 

$90 million to administer the standard-
ized tests because the STAAR test involves 
more testing at the high school level and the 
open-ended questions and essays will have 
to be graded manually, she said. By contrast, 
TAKS, which was multiple-choice and could 

be graded with scanners, cost the state be-
tween $85 million and $87 million per year 
to administer.

Meanwhile, Marchman expects STAAR’s 
phase-in period for expectations and re-
quirements to be similar to TAKS.

“It may take three years before we see how 
students do,” she said.

Comment at impactnews.com

First state-mandated test. Students were tested in reading, mathematics and writing.

Tested reading, mathematics and writing. First state test students were required to pass to earn a diploma.

Tested reading, mathematics and writing, for students in grades 3–8 and 10; additionally science and social 
studies tested at eighth grade, Spanish-language tests available for students in grades 3–6, four end-of-course 
exams provide optional method for meeting graduation requirements.

Assesses mathematics, reading, writing, English language arts, science and social studies, students tested in 
grades 3–11; promotion tied to test results for students in grades 3, 5 and 8; graduation requirements expanded 
to include English language arts, mathematics, science and social studies. 

The grade 3–8 STAAR tests in reading and mathematics, by law, must be linked from grade to grade to 
performance expectations for the English III and Algebra II end-of-course assessments, according to the state. 
Students in the graduating Class of 2015, who are currently in seventh grade, will be the first students who 
must meet the end-of-course testing requirements, as well as pass their classes, in order to earn a diploma.
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Over 75 percent of our students play at least one sport

Athletic offerings in football, baseball, softball, volleyball 
and boys’ and girls’ cross country, soccer, basketball, 
track, tennis, swimming and golf

Member of the Southwest Preparatory Conference

You can get an excellent education 
and have a great athletic experience! 

The lessons learned 

in boTh places 

will lasT a lifeTime

A leAder in pk-12 independent, college prepArAtory educAtion  
in the woodlAnds since 1988

281.367.0900  •  www.johncooper.org

On Feb. 6 Texas Attorney General 
Greg Abbott proposed interim redis-
tricting maps that would make half 
of Texas’ four new congressional seats 
Hispanic-controlled, a move that 
could preserve an April primary.

The San Antonio Federal Court had 
urged a compromise on a plan with 
the state by Feb. 6 to uphold an April 
3 primary date. Abbott’s plan met the 
deadline, but he said the most likely 
result was a primary sometime in 
April, possibly April 17.

The agreement was reached with 
seven parties who are a part of the 
Texas Latino Redistricting Task 
Force. Several groups, however, 
were not listed as parties to the Feb. 
6 agreement, including the Mexi-
can American Legislative Caucus 
(MALC), the Black Legislative Caucus 
and the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People.

“The map that you will see reflects 
tremendous progress that has been 
made by the state as well as all of the 
parties,” Abbott said. “Even though 
this agreement did not receive the 
sign-off by some other Latino-based 
groups, we know from what they told 
us, this largely satisfies what they 
were really seeking.”

The Texas Democratic Party issued 
a statement in response.

“We’re greatly disappointed that 
the Attorney General did not deal in 
good faith with all parties involved,” 
a release issued by the state Demo-
cratic Party stated. “We are not in 
agreement to the maps released by 
the Attorney General, and we do not 
expect that these maps will be used 
for the 2012 election.”

MALC Chairman Trey Marti-
nez Fischer issued that group’s own 
response.

“MALC worked in good faith with 
General Abbott in hopes of arriving 
at a compromise that reflected the 
changing diversity of our state in a 
manner acceptable to all parties,” 
Martinez Fischer said. “Unfortu-
nately, negotiations stalled when it 
became apparent some parties in 
these discussions had a narrow and, 
at times, unrealistic view of the evi-
dence presented at trial.”

While Abbott said he is confident 
the primary elections would be held 
in April, he could not say whether the 
date would remain April 3.

Results of the 2010 census indicat-
ing the state’s population had earned 
Texas four more congressional seats 
sparked chaos in the already-tricky 
redistricting process.

Population changes throughout the 
state also led to district shifts in the 
Texas House of Representatives. A 
new seat was added to represent the 
growing population in Montgomery 
and Waller counties, but disputes over 
district lines have raised questions 
regarding this seat as well.

“The reality of the situation is, if 
you don’t have maps, you can’t do 
anything,” said Cecil Bell, Jr., who 
is campaigning for the new seat as a 
Republican. “This totally changes our 
political climate.”

Federal lawsuits have since halted 
the enactment of new maps drawn 
by the Republican-dominated state 
Legislature, originally delaying the 
primaries from March 6 to April 3 
and threatening further delays.

Texas must get preclearance 
on redistricting maps by the U.S. 
Department of Justice under Section 
5 of the Voting Rights Act, accord-
ing to the Texas Legislative Council. 
However, the state did not submit 
the maps to the DOJ for preclearance 
and, instead, petitioned a U.S. District 
Court for a declaratory judgment 
validating the redistricting plans.

The Supreme Court denied the 
petition and held a trial Jan. 17–31. 
The court issued a statement saying a 
decision was not likely in February.

Meanwhile, separate lawsuits were 
filed in state and federal courts by 
opponents of the redistricting maps 
who claim the maps violate the U.S. 
Constitution as well as Section 2 of 
the Voting Rights Act by diluting 
minority voting power.

Some of the lawsuits were consoli-
dated and heard in September by a 
U.S. District Court in San Antonio. 
The three-judge panel redrew the 
state’s maps and submitted them 
to the Supreme Court as proposed 
interim plans.

On Jan. 20, the Supreme Court 
rejected the San Antonio court’s maps 
citing the insertion of the judges’ own 
preferences. The court instructed 
them to redraw the maps to more 
closely resemble the state’s plan but to 
not incorporate legal defects.

While Abbott said the Feb. 6 
agreement did not represent an 
official settlement, he did say that, 
if the maps agreed on are the final 
maps proposed, neither the state nor 
the Latino Redistricting Task Force 
would object, allowing the court to 
proceed quickly.

December
U.S. Census figures result in four new Texas 
congressional seats, for a total of 36

May–July
Legislature passes Texas house, senate and 
congressional redistricting plans; Gov. Rick Perry 
signs plan into law without federal preclearance; 
U.S. Supreme Court denies Texas’ petition 
for declaratory judgement validating maps, 
necessitating a trial

Dec. 16
San Antonio federal court orders revised election 
schedule, including changing the primary election 
date from March 6 to April 3, 2012

Jan. 17–31
U.S. Supreme Court trial; decision on Legislature’s 
maps pending

Jan. 20
Replacement maps drawn by San Antonio court 
rejected

Jan. 27
San Antonio court vacates candidate filing 
deadlines

Feb. 6
Deadline for April 3 primary passes

Feb. 15
San Antonio court status conference 

April 17, 24
Potential primary dates 

June 7-9
State party conventions

Nov. 6 
General election

2010

RE-DISTRICTING TIMELINE

2011

2012

Redistricting fight leaves primary date up in the air
By Mitzie Stelte



Sawdust Rd.

All Pawn 
From guitars to bazookas, All Pawn offers it all

The popularity of reality 
television shows such as 
“Pawn Stars,” “Hardcore 

Pawn” and “Pawn Queens” are 
attracting attention to the pawn 
industry, the National Pawn 
Brokers Association recently 
reported. 

For the staff at All Pawn in 
Spring, such shows have proved 
profitable conversation start-
ers. Customers  are consistently 
asking when the store is going to 
have its own reality show, said 
owner Marty Patison.

“More people are curious,” 
said Marty Patison, who opened 
the store at its location along 
I-45 North in 1993. “Business 
definitely picked up.”

 All Pawn was formerly 
Jewelry Designers, a business 
operated by the Patison family 
since the mid-1980s. Pawn shops 
throughout the country reported 
an increase in loans over the 
past two years, according to data 
released from the NPA.

The collateral loan service is 
certainly a factor in All Pawn’s 
sales, said store manager Michael 
Pilkenton.  

Customers offer their items as 
collateral in exchange for short-
term loans. If customers do not 
make a monthly payment after 
a two month grace period, then 
All Pawn can sell the item. Many 
customers also use All Pawn 
as storage spaces for high-end 
valuables, such as Rolex watches, 
guns, and guitars.  

At All Pawn, guitar sales usu-
ally make up about 33 percent 
of the businesses, said Bryan 
Patison, Marty Patison’s son. The 
musically inclined can find a vast 
assortment of guitars, ranging 
from $49 for children’s guitars  
to a $40,000 Fender Esquire. The 
store has more than 300 acoustic, 
electric and bass guitars.  

But, he added, the store’s goods 
depend on the season. During 
the fall months, for example, 
instrument sales comprise about 

50 percent of the shop’s sales. The 
holidays and events like Valen-
tine’s Day boost jewelry sales, 
Bryan Patinson said.

A section of the store is devoted 
to firearms and includes muskets, 
handguns and relics from World 
War II.  A $7,000 Winchester rifle 
from 1876 often draws attention,  
Bryan Patison said.

Pilkenton said he enjoys the 
store’s diverse clientele. 

“We’ve met people from the 
richest to the poor,” he said. “We 
get people who need $100 to pay a 
light bill, and people who want to 
trade in their Rolex to go gamble 
in Louisiana.”

All Pawn offers very distinc-
tive selections that typically are 
not available in many of the 
more common area stores, the 
staff said.

“If you want value and quality 
for your money, this is the best 
place to shop,”said Marty Patison. 
“We are the ‘Pawn Stars’ of The 
Woodlands.” said Marty Patison. 

Kat James, Marty Patison 
and Bryan Patison own  

and operate All Pawn  
in The Woodlands.  

BUSiNESS

By Jemimah Noonoo
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•	Sterling Silver Bikini ($853)
•	17th Century Bronze Cannon 

($15,000)
•	A three-knife set replica of the 

machetes used in the movie, 
“Predator” (at left, $6,000)

•	Renoit Waterlilies Painting 
($14,000)

•	Pendergraff Cello ($7,000)
•	Vietnam Era Bazooka, ($400)

Unusual items at All Pawn

All Pawn
25907 I-45 N.
Spring • 281-363-2110
www.allpawn.com

45

Redistricting fight leaves primary date up in the air

Nursery Rd.
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Boni’s Dance Studio
Venerable studio grows from humble beginnings 

S hortly after opening her 
dance studio in 1984, Boni 
Schuetz hung a wooden 

sign  —similar to others displayed 
throughout the Panther Creek 
Village Center at the time—out-
side her business. Since she was 
being charged by the inch, in 
a cost-saving measure Schuetz 
shortened her name, originally 
Bonnie, to fit on the sign, not 
knowing the name would stick 
more than 25 years later.

Now, with more than 1,600 
enrolled students, Schuetz owns 
a 15,000-square-foot facility with 
seven studios and 50 employ-
ees—and her original sign is still 
displayed on the front porch.

“We’ve built our school on a 
personal touch, and it’s really all 
about the kids,” she said.

Schuetz began dancing at the 
age of 8, and started teaching 
children by the time she turned 
16. When she moved to The 
Woodlands in 1982, Schuetz was 
working in banking, but began 

teaching neighborhood children 
how to dance from her garage.

“In 1984, they began building 
Panther Creek, and my husband 
told me if I was going to start 
a studio that I should do it in 
the heart of The Woodlands,” 
she said. “I went out on a big 
limb, and we started with one 
room in Panther Creek and 100 
students.”

Terry Lowrance has worked 
at Boni’s since the first week the 
studio opened. Although she 
now serves as the administrative 
director, Lowrance still finds 
time to teach when needed.

“My favorite thing to do is be 
in the classroom,” she said. “It’s 
always good to start the day with 
those precious angels.”

Boni’s starts accepting stu-
dents at the age of 14 months for 
a Mommy and Me class, after 
which they move on to motor 
development, pre-ballet and 
various other forms of dance 
classes such as tap, hip-hop, 

modern, lyrical and ballroom.
“Anyone can come here and 

we can take them to the pro-
fessional level,” Schuetz said. 
“That’s what this is all about: 
getting these kids ready to do 
whatever they want to do, be 
it Broadway, a ballet company 
or a modern company. It’s so 
rewarding to us.”

Throughout the years, stu-
dents from Boni’s have gone  
on to perform with several not- 
able dance companies around  
the country and in New York  
and Canada.

“I think our biggest compli-
ment is when alumni bring back 
second generation dancers,” 
Schuetz said. “We love that.”

Additionally, Schuetz offers 
her dancers the opportunity  
to participate in two different 
dance companies.

“It’s an opportunity for those 
kids to get out and compete and 
grow their confidence,” Schuetz 
said.

Students in a  
Ballet Level 1 class 

practice at Boni’s 
Dance Studio.  

BUSiNESS

By Marie Leonard
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•	Owner Boni Schuetz designed her 
dance studio by putting thought into live 
accompaniment and wall decorations.

•	Woodlands architect Tom Lancaster 
designed the studio in the early ’90s.

•	Various French words are painted on the 
walls of the facility since the teachers 
use the language during classes.

•	“i have a beautiful antique baby grand 
piano that we use in our senior ballet 
classes,” Schuetz said. “Live  
accompaniment is so old school,  
but so important.”

Detail of dancers “on point” during a 
class at Boni’s Dance Studio

Boni’s décor

Boni’s Dance Studio
9102 Forest Crossing
The Woodlands • 281-292-6121
www.bonisdance.com 

Gosling Rd .

Forest Crossing Dr.

Wealth Management Services
• Personal Finance Planning

• Individual / Business Tax Planning

• Estate Planning and Transfer Techniques

Certifi ed Public Accountant  •  Registered Investment Advisor  •  Chartered Financial Consultant

Accredited by The American Institute of Certifi ed Public Accountants as a Personal Finance Planning Specialist.

Charles Geraci, CPA
Offi ce: 281-362-7082
Toll Free: 888-291-2540
charles@cgeraci.com
www.cgeraci.com

Woodlands Professional Building
12721 Sawmill Road, Suite 100
The Woodlands, Texas 77380

it’s time to be noticed...

WOODLANDS PREP
THE ENVIRONMENT FOR EXCELLENCE

Nationally Accredited

International Baccalaureate PYP Authorized School 

Athletics and Extracurricular Activities

Low Student Teacher Ratio

281.516.0600   WWW.WOODLANDSPREP.ORG
located 2 miles south of Woodlands Parkway on Kuykendahl Road

OPEN HOUSE

SUNDAY
March 4th

2–4pm










 



 

 
   






























14 | FEATURES | Community Impact Newspaper • The Woodlands Edition



the falls AT imperial oaks
Bring in this ad and receive a $10 Starbucks gift card!

www.fallsatimperialoaks.com
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ExxonMobil
Campus

LOCATION:
• 6 minutes to Woodlands Mall
• 15 minutes to IAH
• 30 minutes to Downtown

The Falls at Imperial Oaks is the natural choice for your next
home with State-of-the-Art Fitness Facilities, Water Park, Splash
Pad, Walking Trails and on-site elementary school.

Edgewater – from the $190s
281-249-7727

Holly Creek – from the $260s
281-249-7725

Windsong Manor – from the $230s
281-249-7812

Summit Springs – from the $160s
281-419-4748

David Weekley Homes Lennar Homes

One Gift Card per household. 
Offer valid through March 16, 2012.

936-588-8805 • www.woodforestgolf.com
1199 Fish Creek Thoroughfare Montgomery, TX 77316

Private fi ttings are available from “The Golf  Station” with their 
state-of-the-art computer measuring system.

Come see & try out the latest in 2012 golf  equipment from top brands. 
Additional vendors will be present as well.

SATURDAY
MARCH 3rd
10am–2pm

DEMO          DAY

Open to the Public • Complimentary Event
FOR PEOPLE THAT MAKE A PURCHASE ONLY*
Buy a set of  (8) irons and (3) woods  and receive a 
MEMBERSHIP FOR A MONTH
Buy a set of  (8) irons  or a set of  (3) woods and you get a 
MEMBERSHIP FOR A WEEK
Buy a Driver and you get 
ONE WEEKEND ROUND AND ONE WEEKDAY ROUND
Buy a Wedge and you get a complimentary 
WEEKEND ROUND OF GOLF

FOR ALL PARTICIPANTS IN DEMO DAY – THAT REGISTER
Raffl e every 30 minutes
pull your ticket and you win One (1) dozen golf  balls.

Five Houston Locations
Call for a Location Near You. 1-888-647-6611

Houston | Austin | San Antonio | Dallas

billiardfactory.com

Keep Your Family Fun In-House
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Schilleci’s New Orleans Kitchen
A taste of New Orleans at The Woodlands Market Street

A s shoppers browse the stores at 
Market Street or search for that ideal 
spot for a meal before a show at the 

movie theater or a concert at the Cynthia 
Woods Mitchell Pavilion, they are sure 
to be struck by the sounds and smells of 
French Quarter New Orleans.

Located in Suite No. 1120 in Market 
Street, Schilleci’s New Orleans Kitchen has 
grown from a small po-boy sandwich shop 
in Spring to a one-of-a-kind full-service 
restaurant that features authentic family 
recipes passed down through generations 
of Louisiana cooks.

Schilleci’s owners, Wayne Schilleci Sr., 
Wayne Schilleci Jr., Zachary Schilleci and 
Brent Shook have created a restaurant that 
avoids the decadence of Bourbon Street 
but embraces the charm and subtlety of St. 
Charles Avenue. 

Missing are the foam crawfish hats and 
Louisiana State University paraphernalia. 
In its place, stunning black-and-white pho-
tos of New Orleans’ French Quarter and, 
in particular, Jackson Square that were 
shot by the family.

Gaslight lanterns line the walls and the 
sounds of Harry Connick Jr. and other 
New Orleans musical icons emanate from 
the speakers.

The menu features items one would 
expect from a New Orleans kitchen: fried 
shrimp, catfish and oyster po-boys baked 
on authentic Gambino’s bread, jambalaya 
and etouffee, as well as red beans and rice. 
But Schilleci’s also offers distinctive menu 
selections created by Zachary Schilleci and 
Executive Chef  David Brittain, such as 

St. Charles Grilled Chicken, chicken and 
dumplings and seafood gumbo made from 
scratch every morning.

The Schilleci’s story began following 
Schilleci Jr.’s military service in Iraq dur-
ing Operation Desert Storm in the early 
1990s. Following his discharge, he opened 
a small restaurant in Kansas. 

Soon after, he relocated the restaurant 
to Spring near the Gleannloch Farms 
neighborhood. 

For five years, the original Schilleci’s 
was not much more than a po-boy shop 
with faux-brick walls, said Schilleci Sr.,  
who grew up in the upper Ninth Ward in  
New Orleans. Then Schilleci Jr. and Zach-
ary Schilleci turned to him with the idea  
to open a full-service restaurant in  
The Woodlands.

“They came to Dad and said, ‘Hey, what 
do you say about moving the restaurant 
over to Market Street?’” Schilleci Sr. said. 
“They earned it. They worked hard and 
they earned it.”

The Schilleci’s moved to Market Street 
and just over a year later, the move turned 
out to be a wise decision.

“Being in Market Street has been a 
winner for us,” Schilleci Sr. said. “[When 
we found the restaurant’s location] I said 
‘bingo,’ because this is what the typical 
New Orleans French Quarter restaurant 
looks like. It’s small, it’s about family.”

Most of the restaurant’s basic selections 
were created by Schilleci Jr., his father said.

“A lot of his recipes he got were handed 
down from family generations,” Schilleci 
Sr. said.

By Brian Walzel

Shrimp Cocktail is a popular appetizer.

Wayne Schilleci Jr. and Wayne Schilleci Sr. are two of the owners of Schilleci’s New Orleans Kitchen.

Customer favorites
Po-boys: $13–15
Choices include fried shrimp, catfish, 
oyster, grilled shrimp, grilled chicken, 
chicken salad. Served on Gambino’s 
bread and served with french fries and 
hushpuppies

Seafood Gumbo: $7 (cup), $10 (bowl)
“The rue is made fresh every morning,” said 
Zachary Schilleci.

St. Charles Grilled Chicken: $15
Marinated chicken breast served with 
jambalaya and green beans

Red Beans and Ric: $10
The Louisiana classic served with andouille 
sausage
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Owner recommendations 
Sloppy Roast Beef Po-boy: $13 
Dressed with lettuce, mayonnaise, tomato 
and pickles

Pan Seared Tilapia: $16 
Served with jambalaya and green beans

New Orleans Bread Pudding: $7 
Made with Gambino’s bread, smothered 
in warm praline sauce, served with pecans 
and whipped cream  Schilleci’s gumbo is made from scratch daily.

Wedding 
Chapel & 
Event Hall
Weddings only 
$995

Birthdays, Company
Parties, Showers, & 

Reunions by the hour
-BYO- Food, Alcohol, 

& Entertainment

Weddings onlyWeddings only
$$995995

Birthdays, Company
Parties, Showers, & 

Reunions by the hour
-BYO- Food, Alcohol, 

& Entertainment30405 Dobbin Hufsmith Rd., Magnolia •  281.259.9378 • OutbackWW.com
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15% OFF One Regularly Priced Item
RODEO SPECIAL

With ad.
Expires 2/29/12
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OUTBACK WESTERN WEAR
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Schilleci’s New Orleans Kitchen
9595 Six Pines Dr., Ste. 1120
The Woodlands • 281-419-4242
Sun.–Thurs. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.
Fri. and Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.
www.schillecis.com



PEOPLE

By Jemimah Noonoo

Dr. David Gottlieb
‘Hometown Hero’ retains role in Woodlands arts culture

D r. David Gottlieb, 83, has no plans of 
slowing down. The Woodlands resi-
dent authored the book, “Staying in 

the Game” in 2006, which chronicled the 
lives of extraordinary people over the age 
of 75. For Gottlieb, one aspect of staying 
in the game is working as vice president of 
Strategic Relations at Woodforest National 
Bank, a position he has held since 2003. 

“I am in the community and am often 
the face of the bank,” said Gottlieb. “I 
work long hours, but not behind a desk.”

Gottlieb has been involved in the 
founding and growth of arts and cultural 
education in the community for many 
years. From 1995 to 2002, he was presi-
dent and later chief executive officer of the 
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion. Got-
tlieb was also instrumental in developing 
the Musical Score Program, an initiative 
for low-income children from Harris and 
Montgomery counties, and established 
volunteer and scholarship programs at  
the Pavilion.

While at the Pavilion, Gottlieb coined 
the term, “Rock Supports Bach.” He 
noticed people would often buy tickets for 

Dr. David Gottlieb is the former chief executive officer of the Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion.
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rock concerts and buy merchandise. In 
contrast, symphony events were offered 
for free or were lower-priced and mer-
chandise was not sold, he said. 

The revenue raised from the rock con-
certs is what made offering free symphony 
concerts possible, he said.

Dr. Ann Snyder, president and chief 
executive officer of Interfaith of The 
Woodlands, served on one of Gottlieb’s 
advisory committees at the Pavilion. She 
has known him for about 20 years. 

“He was very committed to young 
people,” said Snyder, who helped select 
Gottlieb for the Woodlands Hometown 
Heroes award in 2007. “He is a strong 
advocate for providing services to all.” 

In addition, Gottlieb has served on 
boards for organizations such as Mont-
gomery County Youth Services, the 
Woodlands Waterway Arts Festival, the 
Woodlands Symphony Orchestra and the 
Montgomery County United Way. He has 
also served on the boards of the Mont-
gomery County Women’s Center and the 
Woodforest Charitable Foundation.

Gottlieb’s community service extends 

beyond the Woodlands. In November 
2010, the Israel Ministry of Defense 
awarded him the Israel Warriors Decora-
tion for being a former crew member on 
the Josiah Wedgwood, a ship that trans-
ported more than a thousand Holocaust 
survivors from Europe to Palestine.

Gottlieb was 17 when he was on the 
ship. He wrote of the experience in 
“Almost a Mensch,” an autobiography he 
published in December 2002. 

When he returned to the United States, 
Gottlieb earned his GED and enrolled in 
college, ultimately receiving a Ph.D. in 
Sociology from the University of Chicago. 

He taught at several universities, includ-
ing Harvard and Penn State University, 
and served as dean of the College of Social 
Sciences at the University of Houston. 

His current project involves establish-
ing a year-round performing arts center 
in The Woodlands. 

A site for the center has been identified 
on The Woodlands Waterway adjacent to 
the pavilion by The Woodlands Develop-
ment Company, Gottlieb said. 

“He does not take ‘no’ for an answer, 
and that can be a very admirable trait,” 
Snyder said. “If he truly believes in some-
thing, he will work to make it happen.”
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What does your heart  
need to stay healthy?

Find out on February 25.

Our free Heart Health Fair is a great 

opportunity to find out about your heart 

and what you can do to help keep it 

healthy. Our nurses and technicians will 

provide screenings for blood pressure, 

BMI, cholesterol and blood glucose, 

as well as risk assessments for heart 

attack and stroke. You can even have a 

one-on-one conversation with a skilled 

cardiologist. It’s convenient. It’s free. And 

it couldn’t be more important. 

TomballRegionalMedicalCenter.com

Heart HealtH Fair  
Saturday, February 25 
7 a.m. – 1 p.m.   
Lone Star coLLege  –tombaLL 
30555 tombaLL parkway

59315_TRMC_HeartFair_10x6_04c.indd   1 1/3/12   12:54 PM



•	Little Picassos (2–3 years old) 
An introduction to various art media such 
as painting, sculpting and using the pro-
cess of making art to engage learning

•	Playball Workshop (2–4 years old) 
An introduction to a wide variety of 
sports and movement development 
practices

•	Happy Feet (3–5 years old) 
An introductory dance class where chil-
dren can explore motor skills and learn 
basic positions of the body

Spring programs

Four-year-old Ryan makes a card 
out of construction paper.

The Woodlands  
Children’s Museum
Museum exposes kids to art and culture

T he word “museum” doesn’t 
typically conjure up images 
of a firehouse, a grocery 

store or a construction yard, but 
when one enters The Woodlands 
Children’s Museum all of these 
attractions are right around  
the corner.

Further exploration would 
yield a theater, a sandbox and, of 
course, an art gallery.

“When nurturing children, it’s 
important to go back to the origi-
nal forms of play and allow them 
to be imaginative,” said Angela 
Colton, executive director at the 
museum. “We want them to come 
in and feel like they really are fire-
men for the day. Or a dragon. Or  
a knight.”

The museum’s mission is to 
empower, educate and excite 
while inspiring a lifelong sense of 
wonder.

“‘Empower’ is a big word around 
here,” Colton said. “You become 

empowered when you play.”
The museum started off as the 

brainchild of a mother’s group in 
2001, Colton said. They opened 
their doors to the public for the 
first time in 2006 at its original 
location in Market Street.

The museum has roughly 2,500 
members, according to Colton. 
They have gained around 1,000 
since reopening in 2010.

Membership gets patrons free 
admission for a year, and discount 
prices for their various classes and 
special events.

Some programs take place on 
a weekly basis, like Wednesday’s 
“Crazy About Critters,” where an 
animal expert brings in an exotic 
animal and teaches children about 
the animal.

Much of what the Children’s 
Museum focuses on has to do with 
exposing children to different 
cultures by celebrating cultural 
events, Colton said.

“Every month we have a culture 
or a theme that we highlight,”  
she said. 

The museum recently celebrated 
the Chinese New Year at the end 
of January with a performance 
from Mr. Chen’s Tai-Chi mar-
tial arts group.  This month, the 
museum will celebrate Mardi 
Gras by decorating costumes and 
throwing a parade. The museum 
also focuses on the arts.

“We supplement each event with 
art activities that are harmonious 
with the cultures we’re celebrat-
ing,” Colton said.

Colton added the museum 
provides a service for kids in the 
area, especially younger ones, that 
cannot be found elsewhere.

“Our members enjoy coming 
here because it’s a safe, nurturing 
environment,” she said. “They’re 
not just telling us that they like 
having us around. They need  
us here.”

Two-year-old Mady fishes 
for toys in the water 

tank at the Woodlands 
Children’s Museum.  

ENTERTAiNMENT

By Shawn Arrajj
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The Woodlands Children’s Museum
4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 280
The Woodlands • 281-465-0955
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org
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281-298-5200  |  25403-A I-45 N.  |  The Woodlands, 77380 |  www.frenchquarterlighting.com

MARDI GRAS!
Celebrate

Mention this ad for 

10% OFF 
Minimum purchase of $200. Expires 3-19-12.

m
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tessori villa

of the woodlands

est. 1994

16 months–6 years

A Montessori Journey

NOW 
ENROLLING
for Fall 2012

2310 Golden Road, The Woodlands • www.montessorivilla.org • 281.292.2266

Montessori Journey is a work-

shop designed for prospective 

parents to experience our Primary 

Environment hands-on! 

Three- to six-year-olds possess 

what Dr. Montessori called 

an “absorbent mind,” with the 

ability to soak up every 

aspect of their world, language, 

and culture, working with 

concentration. 

You and your child are invited 

to attend! 
Visit our website for Registration Details!

 A MONTESSORI JOURNEY
  Saturday • 10am–1pm 
February 25 & April 14th
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Tax Guide 20
12

With the deadline to file your 2011 taxes approaching, there are some changes to the tax laws, as well as some tips and reminders to help you become better informed. 
The following list is not comprehensive, but can be used as a simple guide when filing your taxes. For more information, visit the Internal Revenue Service’s website 
at www.irs.gov.

1

2

3

4

Mailing your Return

if you are filing a paper return, you may 
be mailing it to a different address this 
year because the iRS has changed the 
filing location for several areas. if you are 
not enclosing a check or money order, 
mail your return to Department of Trea-
sury, Internal Revenue Service, Austin, 
TX 73301-0015. if you are enclosing a 
check or money order, mail your return to  
Internal Revenue Service, P.O. Box 
1214, Charlotte, NC 28201-1214.

Due date of return 
The deadline to file taxes this year is April 17, 
instead of April 15. This year, April 15 falls on a 
Sunday and April 16 is the Emancipation holiday 
in the District of Columbia.

First-time homebuyer credit
To claim the first-time homebuyer credit for 2011, 
you (or your spouse if married) must have been 
a member of the uniformed services or Foreign 
Service or an employee of the intelligence com-
munity on qualified official extended duty outside 
the United States for at least 90 days during the 
period beginning after Dec. 31, 2008, and ending 
before May 1, 2010.

Self-employed health insurance deduction
This deduction is no longer allowed on Sched-
ule SE. however, you can still take it on Form 
1040, line 29. 

Standard mileage rates
The 2011 rate for business use of your vehicle 
has increased to 51 cents a mile (55 ½ cents 
a mile after June 30, 2011). The 2011 rate for 
use of your vehicle to get medical care or to 
move is increased to 19 cents a mile (23 ½ 
cents a mile after June 30, 2011). in addition, 
beginning in 2011, you may use the business 
standard mileage rate for a vehicle used for 
hire, such as a taxicab. 

You may file by
mail or e-file.

Common 
errors 
when  
preparing 
your tax 
return

Source: internal Revenue Service

Be wary of tax return preparers who claim they can obtain 
larger refunds than others.  

Paid tax return preparers must have a preparer tax identifica-
tion number (PTiN) to prepare all or substantially all of a tax 
return.  

Use a reputable tax professional who furnishes his PTiN, 
signs the tax return, and provides a copy of the return to you  
(as required).  
 
Consider whether the individual or firm will be around months 
or years after the return has been filed, to answer questions 
about the preparation of the tax return.  

Check the person’s credentials. Only attorneys, CPAs and en-
rolled agents can represent taxpayers before the iRS in all mat-
ters, including audits, collection and appeals. Other tax return 
preparers may only represent taxpayers for audits of returns 
they actually prepared.  

Find out if the tax return preparer is affiliated with a professional 
organization that provides its members with continuing educa-
tion and other resources and holds them to a code of ethics. 
 
Avoid tax return preparers who base their fees on a percentage 
of the refund.  

if you are due a refund and requested direct deposit, did you 
check your financial institution routing and account numbers? 

Did you enter the names and social security numbers for 
yourself, your spouse, your dependents, and qualifying chil-
dren for earned income credit or child tax credit, exactly as 
they appear on the social security cards?  
if there have been any name changes be sure to contact the Social 
Security Administration at www.ssa.gov or call at 800-772-1213.

Did you consider filing your tax return electronically?  
By electronically filing your tax return, many common errors may 
be avoided or corrected by the computer software. Depending 
on your income, you may even qualify to e-file for free by using 
iRS Free File. More information is available on the website. 

Did you check only one filing status? 

Did you enter income, deductions, and credits on the cor-
rect lines and are the totals correct? 
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We Have What You Love
Southern Home Furnishings

25403 I-45 North 
The Woodlands 
(281)419-8688
www.shfurnishings.com

Sawdust Rd. 
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A visit to our showroom will inspire 
you with the latest in home 

furnishings and accessories at 
an affordable cost.

Our gift to you - 15% off
a purchase of $50 or more 

(expires 3/12/12)

How to 
chose 
a tax 
preparer

Compiled by Brian Walzel
Design by Shawn Epps

Discover Spring’s Premier Private Golf Club.

For membership opportunities call 
Stacy Adair, Membership Director
281.414.4543
stacy.adair@ourclub.com | willowcreekclub.com
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Call today to schedule a private tour!
Some restrictions may apply. Call Club for details. © ClubCorp USA, Inc. All rights reserved. 0112 JB

Willow Creek Golf Club
Spring, TX

WillowCreekAd01.indd   1 1/12/12   3:57 PM
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We’ll resolve your problem 
on the fi rst visit.

Don’t 
suffer with 
erection 
issues!

• GUARANTEED results on your fi rst 
   visit or it’s FREE*

• Erectile Dysfunction, Low Testosterone 
   and Premature Ejaculation

www.mensclinicsofamerica.com

Houston offi ce
2630 Fountain View Dr., Ste. 409

713-588-1416

The Woodlands offi ce
1011 Medical Plaza Dr., Ste. 230

832-510-2777

* Promotion ends 2-29-12.

Call now for your appointment. Walk-ins welcome.

FREE 
Weight Loss 
Consultation

We also specialize in Clinically Proven, 
Customized Rapid Weight Loss Solutions    
LOSE 30–40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS. 

$149     $99
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TOMBALL
281-351-2345

Academy Center
SH 249 @ FM 2920

LAKEWOOD
281-376-8364
Lakewood Forest Center

SH 249 @ Louetta

WOODLANDS
936-321-2345

Randall’s Center
FM 1488 @ SH 242

CYPRESS
281-213-8199

Kroger Center
SH 290 @ Spring Cypress

GLEANNLOCH
281-376-2422

Kroger Center
Champion Forest @ Spring Cypress

“We Care About You”

All Stylists Are Certifi ed Redken 
Color Specialists

www.classichairsalon.com

HIGHLIGHT,
HAIRCUT, & STYLE

New Clients Only

Expires 5/31/12. Expires 5/31/12.

$30 OFF
New Clients Only

$10 OFF
HAIRCUT
& STYLE

“Five REDKEN Salons 
Specializing in Color”
• Corrective Color Specialists
• Special Occasion Up-dos
• Hair Extensions/Brazillian Blowout
• Open 6 Days/4 Nights

Give Your Purse a
Daily Facelift with
MICHE®

BAG
For Everything MICHE - Log On to my site

lovelybags.miche.com

MICHE, the changeable purse. One base, many shells.

Tomball and Surrounding Areas
281-908-1516

Christel Burmaster
Your O�  cial Miche Rep.

SOBRIETY. 
Around here, it’s addictive.

Since 1990, we care for people struggling with drug or alcohol addiction, o�ering 
intensive outpatient therapy, adolescent treatment, sober living accommodations 

at nearby Momentum House (momentumhouse.com), and aftercare.
• Client satisfaction of more than 96% •
• Locations serving north Houston, 

   Cypress, Tomball, Copper�eld, 
   Spring, Champions, 

    and The Woodlands •

281.465.4500 or 1-87-SOBRIETY

 

(877.627.4389)

RightStep.com

L I V E  L I F E  S O B E R

Insurance Accepted 



Lake Woodlands
 Luck helped build the recreational destination

Lake Woodlands, a crown jewel of 
the master planned community,  
was almost never built.

The early plan of The Woodlands 
included a lake located around the same 
spot that Lake Woodlands is today. It was 
years later before the lake was born out of 
a bit of misfortune. 

“The opportunity to build the lake in 
1984 was due to the economic downturn 
that we experienced throughout the 
country,” said Roger Galatas, The Wood-
lands first president. “A lot of people were 
out of work and a contractor out of San 
Antonio, the Zachry Construction com-
pany, offered to build the lake for us and 
charge just for the time and equipment, 
forgoing much of his profits. He wanted 
a way to keep his employees working and 
his equipment engaged.” 

The Woodlands also built the lake at 
the right time, Galatas said. The Environ-
mental Protection Agency may not have 
given approval if it were built today as the 
regulatory process has tightened up, said 
Galatas, who coauthored the book “The 
Woodlands: The Inside Story of Creating 
a Better Hometown.”

hiSTORY

By Kevin Koloian

Lake Woodlands, a 200-acre freshwater lake, was excavated in 1984 and filled with water in 1985. 

C
o

ur
te

sy
 o

f T
he

 W
o

o
d

la
nd

s 
O

p
er

at
in

g 
C

o
m

p
an

y,
 L

P
/T

ed
 W

as
hi

ng
to

nThe 200-acre freshwater lake was 
excavated in 1984 and filled with water in 
1985. The Last Annual Bottom of the Lake 
Festival was held to mark the occasion in 
the dry lakebed before it was filled.

“It was a big celebration, attended by 
everyone that lived in The Woodlands at 
the time,” Galatas said. “It was a com-
munity building event that was consistent 
with the master plan.”

With public parks and waterfront 
access, Lake Woodlands functions as a 
recreational and visual amenity for the 
community. Swimming is not allowed in 
the lake and boating is limited. 

The eight-foot-deep lake is stocked with 
fish and serves as a habitat for waterfowl. 
Residential neighborhoods front the west-
ern and eastern shores, while major office 
campuses are located on the northern 
reaches of the lake.

There was a plan for another lake near 
Spring Creek, but the permitting process 
got so tough to deal with that it never got 
built, Galatas said. The Woodlands tried 
all the way up until 1997 to get approval 
before giving up on the idea. 

“It was going to be a 1,000-acre lake, 

which is five times the size of Lake 
Woodlands,” Galatas said. “It was going 
to serve the dual purpose of being a 
recreational lake and water reservoir, but 
the EPA and Corps of Engineers became 
quite resistant to building lakes along 
natural creek bodies.”

Over the years, a piece of artwork called 
Dragon has come to symbolize Lake 
Woodlands, although its placement wasn’t 
really planned. 

Cynthia Mitchell, late wife of The 
Woodlands founder George Mitchell, 
was an avid art collector. She bought the 
piece and donated it to the community. 

The challenge was finding a place to put 
it. It was green and red and resembled the 
Loch Ness monster, which suggested that 
a suitable home would be near a body of 
water, Galatas said.

“We considered several lakes near the 
golf courses, but decided that it would 
be too much of a distraction to serious 
golfers,” Galatas said. “An urban planner, 
in our planning department, suggested 
locating it near Tea Cup Island near 
Lake Woodlands, which is visible from 
Woodlands Parkway. It has become a 
recognizable symbol for those who travel 
the parkway.”

We hear you loud and clear.
Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local coupons. Available every day, where you live, work and play!
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REAL ESTATE

Augusta Pines
Spring – 77389

Build-out year: Ongoing

Number of builders: 4

Square footage: 1,800–7,000

Home values: $169,000–$2,750,000

Amenities: Parks, clubhouse, pool, golf course 
& private country club

Nearby attractions: Woodlands Market Street, 
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

Property taxes:

harris County 0.3911700 
Klein iSD 1.4300000 
harris County Flood Control 0.0280900 
Port of houston Authority 0.0185600 
harris County hospital District 0.1921600 
harris County Education Department 0.0065810 
Lone Star College System 0.1210000 
harris County ESD #7 0.0800000 
harris County ESD #11 0.0300000 
NW harris County MUD 1.1200000 
 
Total (per $100 value)                       3.417561

 
Schools: 
Metzler Elementary School (K–5) 
8500 Westtt Rayford, Spring, 832-484-7900

hildebrandt intermediate School (6–8) 
22800 hildebrandt Road, Spring, 832-249-5100

Klein Oak high School (9–12) 
22603 Northcrest Drive, Spring, 832-484-5000

23907 Windsor Canyon Court  $200,000 
4 Bedroom / 2.5  Bath  2,821 sq.ft.
Agent: Gary Moynihan, Coldwell Banker United 
 281-363-2500

25111 Hogan Bridge Drive $400,000
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  4,214  sq.ft.
Agent: Cynthia Lapeer, intero Real Estate
 832-876-4288

8203 Augusta Pines Parkway $799,000
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath           4,325 sq.ft.
Agent: Michael Seder, RE/MAX 
The Woodlands & Spring 281-367-7770

18 Post Shadow Estates Court $1,098,000
5 Bedroom / 5.5 Bath  6,116 sq.ft.
Agent: Stacy Salyers, Brickland Realty
 281-893-5689

Data compiled by 
Pat Moritz 

Pat Moritz, Houston International Realty 
713-724-3236

www.hirealty.com

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

44 9 97

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

47 1,843/7,841 $151,773/$1,298,500

On the market  (As of Jan. 31, 2012)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (Dec. 30, 2010–Jan. 31, 2012)

Market Data The Woodlands
On the market  (January 1–31)

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market 

77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

Less than $149,999 12/97 11/72 –– 1/176 31/73 84/86 32/100

$150,000–$199,999 7/148 16/103 15/96 15/101 30/72 66/105 23/119

$200,000–$299,999 7/125 35/62 61/85 34/106 28/115 74/88 76/91

$300,000–$399,999 7/236 23/119 25/76 15/69 8/102 25/87 43/110

$400,000–$499,999 3/287 11/91 10/71 10/120 3/201 11/152 22/151

$500,000–$599,999 6/148 9/146 11/69 1/50 –– 9/167 20/173

$600,000–$799,999 9/126 9/148 16/180 –– –– 6/117 30/110

$800,000–$999,999 10/94 5/141 24/250 –– 1/97 2/260 10/141

$1 million + 18/172 12/222 44/181 1/294 2/185 3/88 17/207

Month

Number of homes sold/Average Price

77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

Jan. 2010 7/$220,307 21/$247,632 27/$498,866 5/$238,000 19/$125,368 31/$273,594 19/$308,092

Jan. 2011 13/$287,800 23/$269,143 24/$629,753 12/$262,112 10/$148,278 41/$191,144 34/$246,258

Dec. 2011 23/$591,676 43/$320,198 40/$381,885 17/$241,982 23/$153,821 71/$177,411 41/$331,886

Nov. 2011 12/$255,098 24/$320,657 27/$444,279 13/$269,030 16/$141,950 41/$193,265 27/$311,256

Oct. 2011 13/$193,875 35/$295,240 46/$418,755 18/$253,548 22/$177,171 41/$184,460 37/$269,400

Sep. 2011 20/$443,194 47/$297,602 65/$502,254 23/$239,980 16/$165,687 74/$196,194 40/$271,451

Aug. 2011 22/$402,399 62/$319,909 85/$434,301 21/$207,993 17/$152,427 70/$206,705 51/$333,781

July 2011 18/$241,463 62/$294,546 98/$372,758 21/$227,566 30/$162,286 80/$200,626 50/$330,376

June 2011 21/$277,228 60/$321,929 100/$471,185 23/$262,001 36/$153,462 93/$181,857 50/$305,985

Monthly home sales

25511 Budde Road | The Woodlands, 77380  | 281.292.6100 | www.brownstoneoffi cecondos.com 

Build Equity;
Why PAY Rent?{ {Providing today’s smart business owners with quality offi ce ownership. 

Don’t throw away money each month on rent. Call us and own today! Broker & Bank  Conventional & Government Loans 
Purchases  Refinance  Debt Consolidation

Cypress Owned and Operated

we specialize in mortgages that fit your lifestyle

OFFICE:  832-220-1480      
CELLULAR:  832-865-6065
EMAIL FOR A FREE QUOTE: tami@cntmtg.com  
WEB: www.cntmtg.com
TX Broker License #75191

ansansans 

Tami LaCoe Channel
President

MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE
1/2 OFF PROCESSING FEE

Expires 3-15-12

Awards for Excellence
Winner of Distinction

2010

Company NMLS ID – 273344
Individual NMLS ID – 333134
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Coupons Inside
Services
Eat Good Express ...................................25
Legends Sports Complex .......................27
Texas Doghouse ....................................24
Tots Sports ............................................24 
Woodlands Cleaners ..............................25

Dining
GenuWine ..............................................27
Steel City Pizza ......................................24  
Yogurt Worx ...........................................25

Home & Garden
All Floors & More ...................................24 
Cunningham Gas Products .....................27
Lawn Ranger .........................................26 

Gifts & Shopping
Love Me Bougie .....................................26

FREE trial class. 
See page 24.

$10 off one-night stay. 
See page 24.

Early enrollment savings. 
See page 27.

50% off each piece. 
See page 25.

Find more local coupons online at impactdeals.com

FIND
MORE DEAlS ONlINENOW

CLASS A Boutique 
Offi ce Building For Sale 

FOR SALE

www.bandierpartners.com
Rob Banzhaf - 281.210.0093 
           rob@bandierpartners.com

  Jason Tangen - 281.210.0096
        jason@bandierpartners.com

12721 Sawmill Rd.

The Woodlands, TX
+/- 5,043 Sq. Ft.

on +/- 1.35 Acres

Asking Price: $1,200,000

 Free Delivery

New Customers
Free dry cleaning on suit or dress, pair of pants and one laundered 

shirt or blouse

Exceptional Quality 
& Service

Serving The Woodlands 
for over 37 years

Family Owned
& Operated

THE WOODLANDS 1ST DRY CLEANER  37 YEARS

We want to be your dry cleaner!

3 Locations to Serve You!

THE WOODLANDS CLEANERS
THE VILLAGE CLEANERS

50% 
OFF
Terramont 

Location Only
Mention or present this offer. 

Not valid with any other offers. 
Expires 3-15-12.

$3.00 
OFF

DRY CLEANING
Mention or present this offer. 

Not valid with any other offers. 
Expires 3-15-12.

Wednesday Special

Grogans Mill Center  •  Th e Shoppes at Terramont
THE WOODLANDS CLEANERS

281-367-2490 281-298-2337

Panther Creek Village Square
THE VILLAGE CLEANERS

281-292-6411

EACH PIECE

EACH PIECE
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SoccerTots Succeeds in Building 
Developmental Skills in Your Tot

26797 Hanna Road, Oak Ridge North 
(Next to Flips Gymnastics and behind Simons Barber Shop)

For more information call
281-203-7721 or visit TotsSports.com

Classes in-session, REGISTER NOW!
18 months - 6 years old • Year Round Programs

All Indoor Classes • Non-Competitive

SoccerTots • Lil Sluggers • PartyTots 
Multi-Sport Classes

Text TOTS to 772937

FREE 
TRIAL CLASS

CALL NOW!

  

AWARD WINNING HAND TOSSED PIZZA

TRADITIONAL & GOURMET PIZZA * APPETIZERS
SALADS * HOAGIES * PASTA * WINGS * KIDS MENU

DESSERTS * DRAFT & BOTTLED BEER * WINE

* DINE-IN * PICK-UP ** DELIVERY * CALL-AHEAD *
* OR ORDER ONLINE *

LUNCH SPECIALS
MON-FRI

11-2
HAPPY HOUR

MON-FRI
1-5

MONDAY-WEDNESDAY
LARGE 1-TOPPING $9.99

NO COUPON NECESSARY

TUESDAY
50¢ WINGS (DINE-IN ONLY)

NO COUPON NECESSARY

THURSDAY
BIG BEER DAY

STEEL CITY PIZZERIA
501 SAWDUST RD. SUITE I
SPRING, TX 77380
WWW.STEELCITYPIZZERIA.COM

* TEAM PARTIES *
* OFFICE PARTIES *

* MEETINGS *
* SEATING FOR 170+ *

HOURS
MON-THURS 11-10

FRI-SAT 11-11
SUN 12-9

(OPEN EARLY FOR NFL GAMES)

BUY ANY LARGE PIZZA AT REGULAR PRICE
AND RECEIVE A SMALL, ONE TOPPING PIZZA

FREE
Can not be combined with any other offer. No substitutions

Expires 3-15-12

FULL MENU AT
WWW.STEELCITYPIZZERIA.COM

281-298-9338

SAWDUST RD.

BU
D

D
E
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D

.
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45

WE KEEP THE TAILS WAGGIN’

$10 OFF 
ONE NIGHT STAY 

With purchase of two or more

Owners
IN’

32403 FM 2978 • Magnolia, 77354 • West Woodlands
281-259-8672

info@txdoghouse.com, www.txdoghouse.com

10% OFF 
TRAINING CLASSES 

OR BOARD & TRAIN

CARPET • TILE • LAMINATE • WOOD • GRANITE COUNTERTOPS • BLINDS

L I F E T I M E  I N S T A L L A T I O N  W A R R A N T Y

Your Neighborhood Flooring Store!Your Neighborhood Flooring Store!ALL
FLOORS&MORE

 We Will Bring the 
    Showroom to You!

 FREE In Home 
    Estimates!

 12 Months Same 
    As Cash!

 Lower Prices 
    GUARANTEED

 Family Owned & Operated

 Certi� ed Installers

 All USA Products

TOMBALL, CYPRESS, SPRING: 281-857-6851
CONROE, MONTGOMERY: 936-588-0032

THE WOODLANDS, MAGNOLIA: 832-934-2688

1ST QUALITY 1ST QUALITY
Shaw Laminate

40 oz. Carpet

Granite Countertops

Shaw Handscraped
Lifetime Warranty Wood

Any Purchase
 of $1,500 or More

Starting 
at

Per Square Foot • Installed

Per Square Foot • Installed

Per Square Foot • Installed

Per Square Foot • Installed

Per Square Foot • Installed
Including Pad and All Trim

Memory Foam Spill Proof Pad & 
Removal of Old Carpet Included

Including 1 ½” Bullnose
PLUS FREE SINK

Includes All Trim

$3.29 $1.79

$32 $100 
OFF

$5.99
With coupon. Expires 3/15/12. With coupon. Expires 3/15/12.

Minimum purchase of 55 sq. ft. 
With coupon. Expires 3/15/12.

With coupon. Expires 3/15/12.

With coupon. Expires 3/15/12. With coupon. Expires 3/15/12.

American Made 12mm 
Shaw Laminate

NEW PRICE!

$3.99

Get Your New Fl� �  
Installed Today 
and Pay La� r
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VIEW MENUS  & ORDER ONLINE OR CALL
$6.95 Delivery Fee with only a $20 Minimum Order. To All The Woodlands and Surrounding Areas.

GO ONLINE TO WWW.EATGOODEXPRESS.COM OR CALL 281.712.1617

Fast Convenient “Restaurant Take-Out” Delivery Service
Whether youʼre thinking of a gourmet dinner for two, a lunch meeting 

for 30, or a quiet dinner at home with the family, we will delivery 
your favorite restaurants to you.

Restaurant “Take Out” Delivered

SELF-SERVE FROZEN YOGURT

COME TASTE THE DIFFERENCE!
NOW OPEN!

14 Flavors  
Over 48 Toppings

SO CREAMY
SO HEALTHY
SO GOOD!

Bu
dd

e 
Rd

.

Sawdust Rd.

45

20% OFF20% OFF
YOUR TOTYOUR TOT AL ORDERAL ORDER
One coupon per perOne coupon per per son. Ofson. Of fer cannot be combined with other fer cannot be combined with other 
ofof ferfer s. This coupon has no cash value. No copys. This coupon has no cash value. No copy . Must present . Must present 

coupon at time of purchase. Expires coupon at time of purchase. Expires 

281-292-6645  
NEXT TO JAMES CONEY  ISLAND  
525 Sawdust

3/15/12 3/15/12

 Free Delivery

New Customers
Free dry cleaning on suit or dress, pair of pants and one laundered 

shirt or blouse

Exceptional Quality 
& Service

Serving The Woodlands 
for over 37 years

Family Owned
& Operated

THE WOODLANDS 1ST DRY CLEANER  37 YEARS

We want to be your dry cleaner!

3 Locations to Serve You!

THE WOODLANDS CLEANERS
THE VILLAGE CLEANERS

50% 
OFF
Terramont 

Location Only
Mention or present this offer. 

Not valid with any other offers. 
Expires 3-15-12.

$3.00 
OFF

DRY CLEANING
Mention or present this offer. 

Not valid with any other offers. 
Expires 3-15-12.

Wednesday Special

Grogans Mill Center  •  � e Shoppes at Terramont
THE WOODLANDS CLEANERS

281-367-2490 281-298-2337

Panther Creek Village Square
THE VILLAGE CLEANERS

281-292-6411

EACH PIECE

EACH PIECE



26 | IMPACT DEALS | Community Impact Newspaper • The Woodlands Edition

HEALTHY LAWN YEAR

Call for a FREE Estimate & Lawn Analysis

281.681.1025 {0}  281.419.5311 {F}
www.lawnrangercompany.com

$20 OFF
First 

Fertilizer 
or Dormant Oil 

Application
Expires: 3/31/12

Voted #1 Lawn Services Company in The Woodlands

 Lawn Ranger Company, Inc.

LAAYYYY LY LLAAAWAWHEHHHHHHHHHHHEAAEEEEEEEAEAAAEA TTAAALLLLLTALTLLLTHYTTTHHHHTHHHHHYYYYHHEHHHHHHHHEAAEEEEEAEAAAEA TTAAALLLLTALTLLLTHHTTTHHHTHHHYYYYHHY RRREAAAAAAAREARAAAR RRARR RRR RRRR RRR RAALLLLALAAALAAALAAWWWAWWWWWWWAWWWWWWNWNNNNNNNWNNNNN YEEYYYYYYYYYYEEEEEEAALLLAAAALAAAAAWWWAWWWWWWAWWWWWWNWNNNNNNNWNNNN YEEYYYYYYYYYYEEEEEEE ROUUROOOOOOOROOOOOOUNNUUUUUUUNUNUNDDNNNNDDDNDDDDDDDUUROOOOOOROOOOOUNNUUUUUNUNUNDDNNNDDDNDDDDDDD

Lawn
Maintenance
Division
• Lawn Maintenance
• Landscape Maintenance
• Irrigation Repairs

Landscape
Division

Green Lawn
System

• Enhancements
• Color Installation
• Color Change
• Shrub Beds 
• Mulch
• Cleanups

Fertilization
Pest & Disease Control
• Turf
• Ornamentals
• Shrubs
• Trees

We hear you 
loud and clear.

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local coupons. Available every day, where you live, work and play!

Love Me 
Bougie!

A Unique Boutique  
Specializing in:  Prom • NCL
Pagents • Cocktail Dresses
Tuxedo Rentals • Etc.

281-259-6006
www.lovemebougie.com
facebook.com/lovemebougie • @lovemebougie
31307 FM 2978 Suite 106 • Magnolia, 77354

10% off 
Any Dress & 

Tuxedo Rental

15% off 
If you “like” us on FacebookExpires 3/31/12

Any Dress 
& Tuxedo Rental
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Classes start at just $49 and include food and soft drinks. Beer and Wine is available. 

Visit www.GrillMaster101.com to Register. 
Reservations are required. Hurry, space is limited. 

For more information, 800.833.5998
Presented by

Kuykendahl Rd.

Spring
 Cypre

ss

Carrot St.

Klein Church Rd.

Loue
tta

Perfect for DATE NIGHT, BIRTHDAYS, OFFICE PARTIES
... or just to enjoy a great meal which is prepared by  

professional chefs! 

––––––

ridin’, ropin’ & wine sipin’

Genu    ine
T A S T I N G  R O O M

832-934-CORK (2675)
 6503 FM 1488, SUITE 401 

(Behind Chick-fi l-A) 
www.mygenuwine.com

Open: Mon. 2–8 pm, Tues. & Wed. 11:30-9pm, Thur.  Fri. & Sat.  11:30-11pm Closed Sunday

Live Music 
Thursday–Saturday
See website for details.

Featured artists include:
29

78

Ku
yk

en
da

hl
   

Rd
.1488

Mike Amabile from Run Over Twice

•  NEW! - Craft Beer Selections
•  Wine Gifts & Accessories
•  Daily Wine Tastings, over 225 wines
•  Wine Club, over 200 members
•  Private Event Room
•  Casual Gourmet Menu
•  RELAX ON OUR HEATED OUTDOOR PATIO

BUY ONE Sandwich, GET ONE for $3

Feb 22- 23- GenuWine Art Show
March 25- Painting with a Twist at GenuWine
     Space Limited. See web for details.

Tues. - Sat. 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
Mention or Present this offer. Expires 4/1/12

EARLY ENROLLMENT DISCOUNT:
Register and pay in full by April 15, 
2012 and receive huge savings!

MEMBERSHIP DISCOUNT:
If you are a Legends full access mem-
ber you can receive a 10% discount on 
all Summer Camp programs.

SIBLING DISCOUNTS: 
Register multiple children & receive 
10% off the price for each additional 
child.

MULTI-WEEK DISCOUNTS:
Register your children in 3 or more 
weeks of camp and receive a 10% 
discount off each additional week.

DISCOUNTS ARE NOT AVAILABLE WITH 
ONLINE REGISTRATION.
REGISTRATION PROCESS:
1. Register online 
2. Register by phone 281-298-5700
3. Register on-site at Legends Sports 
Complex

Campers will play a variety of tradi-
tional sports including soccer, bas-
ketball and volleyball plus playground 
games like dodgeball and capture the 
fl ag. AGES: 5–13

HALF DAY: 9am - 12pm
$99.00 before - April 15th
$125.00 after - April 15th

FULL-DAY: 9am - 4pm
$175.00 before - April 15th
$199.00 after - April 15th

See website 

for complete

dates & hours

SAVE

SUMMER
CAMPS

ON
Offered as either a FULL or HALF-DAY 
camp, this is the perfect option for 
those who wants to learn the funda-
mentals of a specifi c sport. AGES: 5–13

HALF-DAY: 9am - 12pm
$149.00 before April 15th
$175.00 after April 15th

FULL-DAY: 9am - 4pm
$225.00 before April 15th
$250.00 after April 15th

Well-designed program to improve each 
camper’s soccer skills while having fun 
doing it. AGES: 5–13

WEEK 4: Jun 25th - Jun 29th
WEEK 9: Jul 30th - Aug 3rd

Learn individual and team techniques 
on both offense and defense from our 
Football Staff. AGES: 5–13

WEEK 3: Jun 18th - Jun 22nd
WEEK 8: Jul 23th - Jul 27th

This camp will provide daily instruction 
that involves working on hitting, fi elding 
and all other fundamentals of the game. 
AGES: 5–13

WEEK 6: Jul 9th - Jul 13th
WEEK 11: Aug 13th - Aug 17th

We emphasize the progressive skills 
training of ball handling, shooting, 
rebounding and defensive positioning. 
AGES: 5–13

WEEK 2: Jun 11th - Jun 15th
WEEK 10: Aug 6th - Aug 10th

Through progressive skill building, 
participants will see major improvement 
in their performance. AGES: 5–13

WEEK 7: July 16th - 20th

www.thelegendssportscomplex.com

SOCCER CAMP

FOOTBALL CAMP

BASEBALL CAMP

BASKETBALL CAMPS

VOLLEYBALL CAMPS

SPECIALTY CAMPS

Throw in exciting fun in our infl atable 
game area and you have the ultimate 
summer camp. Let our experienced 
child development staff do all the work 
and your child will have a fun, imagina-
tive and awesome time. (All campers 
must be potty trained) AGES: 3–4

HALF DAY: 9am - 12pm
$99.00 before April 15th
$125.00 after April 15th

LIL’ LEGENDS CAMP
(HALF DAY ONLY)

TRADITIONAL
 ALL-SPORTS CAMP
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Bay Area

Katy

Texas Medical Center
Sugar Land

The Woodlands

FindYourMDAnderson.comAppointments Available 713.745.9940

in The Woodlands
Making Cancer History®

MD Anderson is Making Cancer History® in The Woodlands.  
Our team of the world’s leading cancer experts is focused 
only on you and your cancer. We can guide you through 
advanced MD Anderson treatment options including surgery, 
radiation, chemotherapy, clinical trials and support services. 
We’ll customize a plan just for you and keep you close to your 
friends and family. Choose MD Anderson in The Woodlands. 
Find Your MD Anderson today.


