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Interest remains strong 
for potential relocations

Energy, health care industries lead job growth

Lower taxes, seasonal jobs result from increases in revenue

Rebecca Wood and Cindy Travis prepare holiday decorations at Wickander Works in the Indian Springs 
Village Center.

By Brian Walzel
Through a combination of highly suc-

cessful shopping districts, strong tourism, 
and popular holiday family events and 
attractions, The Woodlands Township has 
created a holiday shopping and entertain-
ment environment that has led to a windfall 
of revenue. 

Sherry Burton, marketing manager for 
The Woodlands Mall, said the mall annu-
ally sees its strongest sales during the two-
month holiday shopping period of Novem-
ber and December.

“From a percentage standpoint, we’re 
probably doing 25 percent [of annual busi-
ness] during those two months, and some 
retailers do 30 percent of their business,” 
she said. 

Holiday attractions
The draw of quality shopping options 

such as The Woodlands Mall, Market Street 
and The Woodlands Waterway, combined 
with family holiday attractions such as the 
Ice Rink at The Woodlands Town Center, 

The Woodlands Winter Wonderland, the 
International Winter on the Waterway Fes-
tival and the annual Lighting of the Doves 
Festival has led to strong spending, high 
levels of participation from residents, as 
well as strong tourism.

Since its first year of operation in 1999, 
the Ice Rink, which is typically open during 
the holiday season from mid-November to 
early January, has seen its number of skaters 
more than double. 

In its first year the paid admission at 
the Ice Rink was 19,625, according to The 
Woodlands Visitor and Convention Bureau. 
That number increased to 47,862 in 2010. 

“You have the mall and you have Market 
Street, Portofino and the village centers. 
I think variety is a big issue,” said Karen 
Hoylman, president of the South Mont-
gomery County Woodlands Chamber of 
Commerce. “There are enough chains and 
quality stores to make it interesting for our 
tourists, and we do have a huge tourism 
influence. Those two things, the variety and 
the tourism, are what keep our sales tax up.” 

By Jemimah Noonoo
The economic outlook for The 

Woodlands and South Montgom-
ery County remains an encourag-
ing one, and employment num-
bers in some of the community’s 
leading industries are expected  
to grow. 

About 23,435 people work 
for major, non-retail employers, 
according to data from the Wood-
lands Area Economic Develop-
ment Partnership. That number 
has increased by 402 employees 

from January 2010. The greatest 
job gains were in energy and pro-
fessional or specialty services.

“In what’s been termed a down 
economy, to have job growth in 
our area is definitely positive,” 
said Laura Lea Palmer, vice presi-
dent of Business Retention and 
Expansion for the EDP.

Relocation interests
A Praxair regional office relo-

cated to South Montgomery 
County in December 2010, which 
represented roughly 150 jobs. The 
Connecticut-based engineering 
company supplies atmospheric, 

process and specialty gases. 
ExxonMobil  announced plans 
in June to relocate many of its 
Houston area offices to a new 
campus in North Harris County 
where it will bring about 8,000 
employees. The new facility 
will be just south of The Wood-
lands near I-45 and the Hardy  
Toll Road.  

Over the past two years the 
EDP has responded to more than 
a dozen requests from businesses 
looking to relocate to The Wood-
lands and South Montgomery 
County areas. According to the 

Shopping destination
Hoylman said the chamber tracks shop-

pers at The Woodlands Mall and Market 
Street to determine from where they have 
traveled and the results have shown that 

people travel to The Woodlands from all 
over the world, often for vacations. She said 
people from various parts of Texas, Loui-
siana, Europe, Mexico and South America 
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See Holiday shopping | 11

See Industry | 12

Holiday shopping creates sales tax windfall for The Woodlands

The Woodlands Jobs by the Numbers
by number of employees per market
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 Children’s Festival |  6
The Children’s Festival returns to  
The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion  
for its 16th year

impactnews.com 

Montgomery County lifts 
burn ban
Recent rains prompt fire marshal to 
temporarily suspend ban
impactnews.com/the-woodlands

 Hubbell & Hudson | 14
Market shopping with culture at The 
Woodlands Waterway

Interfaith | 18 
Integral nonprofit agency offers variety of 

programs and services

Source: The Woodlands Area Economic Development Partnership
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the natural choice
The Falls at Imperial Oaks

www.fallsatimperialoaks.com

Sawdust Rd. Rayford Rd.

Robinson Rd.

Im
pe

ria
l O

ak
s 

Bl
vd

.

Woodlands Mall

Northridge 
  Forest

Aldine W
estfield

N

Riley F
uzze

l R
d. Hardy Toll Rd. 

45

ExxonMobil
Campus

LOCATION:
• 6 minutes to Woodlands Mall
• 15 minutes to IAH
• 30 minutes to Downtown

The Falls at Imperial Oaks is the natural choice for your next
home with State-of-the-Art Fitness Facilities, Water Park, Splash
Pad, Walking Trails and on-site elementary school.

Edgewater – from the $190s
281-249-7727

Holly Creek – from the $260s
281-249-7725

Windsong Manor – from the $220s

Coming Soon!

Summit Springs – from the $160s
281-419-4748

David Weekley Homes Lennar Homes
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Don’t miss out

Register 
Now!
Register online 
or on campus!
Registration begins November 9 
for the spring semester and is 
ongoing through January 14. 
Classes start January 17.
Classes offered days, evenings, and 
online. We’re nearby, and are ready 
to open doors to your future. Visit our 
website or call for information about 
courses and programs, admission, 
registration, class scheduling and more.

3200 College Park Dr. • Conroe, TX 77384 • 936.273.7000

www.LoneStar.edu/Montgomery
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 Getting caught off guard 
by holiday advertisements 
appearing earlier and 
earlier seems to be some-
thing I comment to my wife 
about each year. The push 

by retailers trying to get you in the holiday 
frame of mind so early makes sense. In 
most cases, one-third of retailers’ annual 
sales come during the November and 
December holiday shopping months. 

The importance of capturing these sales 
taxes within The Woodlands was some-
thing recognized early on by key leaders 
and has become an incredible benefit to 
homeowners living in the community. 
Playing a crucial role in keeping property 
taxes low while providing what seems to 
be endless shopping opportunities makes 
perfect sense as to why The Woodlands 
continues to be a sought-after community 
in which to live, work and play.

Market Publisher’s Note  Contents

Connect Online

Jason Culpepper
jculpepper@impactnews.com
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You may have discussed the local job 
market with neighbors recently and were 
curious about what employment sectors are 
seeing the most growth and what industries 
make up the more than 47,000 jobs in  
The Woodlands. 

This month, we’re providing updates 
on which industries these are. No sur-
prise, energy and healthcare continue to 
be the employment leaders and look to 
be for the near future. A quick review of 
the “impacts” on pages 4 and 5 gives you 
a snapshot of job creation and businesses 
looking to capitalize on these increased 
numbers; several are opening their “first” 
Woodlands location soon. 

Give thanks this month for the blessings 
you have been provided just by living in 
The Woodlands.

Who We Are
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What is Community Impact Newspaper?
Publisher John Garrett began Community Impact Newspaper 
in 2005 after realizing the need for news with a hyperlocal 
focus in the North Austin area. It has grown to include eight 
editions in Central Texas, two in Northwest Houston and one 
in the Dallas/Fort Worth area. Now this same intelligent and 
nonbiased coverage is being distributed to residents in  
The Woodlands.
 
Why is it free?
Readers will not be billed because the paper is ad supported. 
Editorial content is never paid for and has a journalistic integ-
rity uncommon for a free publication. 

Who gets it?
The paper is mailed monthly to all homes and businesses in 
the coverage area. We do not mail to post office boxes, but 
copies are available at the South Montgomery County Cham-
ber of Commerce, at the Community Impact Newspaper office 
in Cy-Fair and online at www.impactnews.com.

September employment trends

Houston/Sugar Land/Baytown unemployment—8.6%
No change from August

State unemployment—8.5%*, **
No change from August

National unemployment—9.1%*
No change from August

In the Houston area, the government sector added 
16,100 jobs; education and health services added 
5,000 jobs; leisure and hospitality lost 7,200 jobs; and 
trade, transportation and utilities lost 3,300 jobs.**

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission

*Seasonally adjusted numbers     **Preliminary data

On Page 9, former Oak Ridge North Mayor Joe 
Michels’ name was misspelled. 

On Page 9, the incorrect number of Montgomery 
County Precincts were reported, as were the 
amount they were to be allocated should a $200 
million bond issue pass on Nov. 9. There are four  
Montgomery County precincts and they were to 
receive $50 million each.

Correction  – Volume 1, Issue 2

BHNW139176 • 10”X2.94” • CAR

www.BMWoftheWoodlands.com
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floors and 18,000 square feet of warehouse 
space. The building was constructed in 
1987 and was recently fully renovated.  
404-321-2140, www.rpc.net

7  Scheduled to begin construction 
in the third quarter of 2012 is a 
66,000-square foot, 112-bed skilled 
nursing and rehabilitation facility in the 
Village of Creekside Park. The facility, 
developed by Cantex Continuing Care 
Network, is located on Creekside Forest 
Drive near Gosling Road and features a 
formal living area with fireplace, a library 
with computer and Internet access, a 
chapel, amenities shop, and salon.  
www.cantexsc.com 

8  The City of Shenandoah will soon 
be home to a new neighborhood, 
Malaga Forest. Located off I-45 and 
Wellman Road, Malaga Forest is a gated 
community on 10 acres of 36 home sites. 
The development features Mediterranean 
style garden homes with expanded 
outdoor living options, such as covered 
loggias, courtyards and atriums all 
highlighted with tile roofs, stucco and 
stone elevations.  Their floor plans range 

Coming Soon

1  Under construction at the corner of 
Grogan’s Mill Road and South Millbend, 
Dairy Queen is opening its first franchise 
in The Woodlands. The eatery offers its 
famous ice cream Blizzards and frozen 
treats, made-to-order hamburgers, 
chicken strip, steak finger baskets and 
Texas-style menu selections.  
www.dairyqueen.com

2  Allied Realty is developing a new 
240-unit luxury apartment facility, The 
Retreat, on 10 acres of land at 4400 
College Park Drive with an expected 
opening of summer 2012. The Retreat will 
offer floor plans of one to three bedrooms, 
fitness center, cyber cafe with WiFi access, 
a picnic arbor with outdoor grilling and 
resort-style swimming pool.  
www.alliedrealty.com

3  With an expected opening in 
December, D’Agostino Companies is 
constructing a Panera Bread restaurant 
at 3313 College Park Drive. Panera 
specializes in serving bakery fresh bread 
and sweets, sandwiches, soups and salads. 

This will be the second Panera Bread 
located in The Woodlands.  
www.panerabread.com

4  Scheduled to open in December at 25 
Waterway Avenue is Frost Bake Shoppe, 
a gourmet cupcake bakery. Owner Terese 
Yates serves custom decorated cookies 
and cupcakes, brownies, cakes, candy and 
signature mercandise. All baked goods and 
merchandise can be ordered either in store 
or online. www.frostbakeshoppe.com

5  Bayway Companies has purchased 
a 5-acre site in The Woodlands 
Trade Center for construction of a 
25,000-square-foot Volkswagen of The 
Woodlands dealership with a mid-2012 
opening planned. The dealership will 
offer new and certified pre-owned cars.  
www.vw.com

6  RPC, Inc. an oil and gas services 
company has reached a long-term lease 
agreement with Black Forest Ventures to 
occupy the single-tenant, 79,000-square 
foot office building at 2828 Technology 
Forest Blvd. The property consists of 
61,000 square feet of office space on two 

IMPACTS
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Sterling Ridge Dr.

AUASCAPES
POOLS&SPAS

Discover your 
backyard’s 
potential!

• Landscape & Outdoor 
   Lighting

• New Construction 
   & Remodeling

• Outdoor Kitchens 
   & Arbors

• Fire Pits & Features
• Pool Tile Cleaning 
• Weekly/Monthly 

   Maintenance 

25310 FM 2978
TOMBALL, 77375

281-351-1800
www.WeGetYouWet.com

Preferred builder:
Highland Homes 
Darling Homes

Free Outdoor Fire 
Pit or Waterfall 

with Pool Installation
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Cantex Continuing Care Network is opening a 
112-bed facility in the Village of Creekside Park  
in 2012.

The Woodlands’ first Dairy Queen restaurant is  
under construction in Grogan’s Mill Village Center.

from 2,400–3,300 square feet.  
832-794-9792, www.malaga-homes.com

9  Located in the Oak Ridge North 
Business Park, Quality Care Services, 
26460 I-45 N. opens its third Houston 
area location Nov. 16. Quality Care 
Services provides in-home to seniors such 
as light housekeeping, grocery shopping, 
personal assistance and meal preparation 
and serving, as well as post-medical 
treatment care. 281-362-1155,  
www.qualitycares.com 

10  Projected to open in late November, 
Valero Corner Store will open at 1625 
Research Forest Drive. The store will be a 
large-format offering of 5,650 square feet 
of retail space and offer a variety of food 
and beverages. There will be eight fueling 
stations offering gasoline, diesel and E-85, 
as well as a car wash. www.valero.com

Now Open

11  New Sound Hearing Aid Center, 
4223 Research Forest Drive, Ste. 400, 
offers products to enhance hearing 
ability for its clients. New Sound provides 
diagnostic services and offers Auidel 
hearing aid products, as well as assisted 
listening devices such as telephones, 
Bluetooth devices, ear plugs and 
telephones. 281-465-9133,  
www.newsoundhearing.com

12  The Container Store celebrates its 
grand opening Nov. 19 and 20 in the site 
formerly occupied by Circuit City across 
from The Woodlands Mall. The store, 
at 1455 Lake Woodlands Drive, offers 
storage products and tools for customers 
to get more organized.  
www.containerstore.com

13  Baskin Robbins’ second ice cream 
shop in The Woodlands is at 25114 
Grogan’s Mill Road. Baskin Robbins 
serves 31 flavors of ice cream daily, with 
classic, seasonal and regional flavors, as 
well as cakes, soft serve, beverages and 
other frozen treats. 281-298-3443,  
www.baskinrobbins.com

14  With a variety of activities for puppies 
and dogs of all ages, Camp Bow Wow is 
now open at 27616 Commerce Oaks Drive 
in Oak Ridge North. Camp Bow Wow 
provides day camp and overnight stay 
opportunities for those looking for a safe, 
fun environment for their dogs. Dogs will 
enjoy their own overnight cabin, as well 
as training and grooming. 832-482-2299, 
www.campbowwow.com 

15  Offering a variety of dance classes to 
children and adults, including ballet, tap 
and jazz, Performing Arts Center of The 
Woodlands is now open at 27220 Glen 
Loch Drive. Director Caroline Batson is 
enrolling students for classes on Mondays 
through Thursdays. Family, individual 

and private lessons are also available. 
281-298-8709, www.thepactw.com

16  At 9955 Woodlands Parkway, Ste. 4, 
Swim Shops offers competitive clothing 
and accessories for competitive aquatics 
such as swimming, diving and water polo, 
as well as life guarding. The store can also 
provide commercial aquatic equipment 
such as lane ropes and record boards. The 
Woodlands shop is the fourth Houston 
area location. 281-298-3255, 
www.swimshops.com

17  With more than 12 of years child 
care experience, Dawynelle Morgan has 
opened Mighty Kids University at 26315 
Oak Ridge Drive. Might Kids provides 
an educational curriculum, as well as 
music and Spanish classes. Child care 
is provided during weekdays, as well as 
some nights and weekends. Morgan also 
holds special parent nights and family fun 
days once a month. 281-292-5439,  
www.mightkidsuniversity.com

18  Offering traditional and original 
barbecue lunch and dinner items, 
CorkScrew BBQ is open at 24930 Budde 
Road. CorkScrew offers daily specials 
featuring pulled pork tacos, boudain 
stuffed pork loin, poblano cheese stuffed 
turkey breast and more. The restaurant 
also offers catering and delivery services. 
832-592-1184, www.corkscrewbbq.com

19  With its first concept store in Texas, 
Ann Taylor is now open at 1201 Lake 
Woodlands Drive, Ste. 218 in Market 
Street. The store features a broader 
assortment of product in a new, upscale 
shopping environment, fashion books, 
framed images, distinctive jewelry and 
private shopping lounges. 281-298-6394, 
www.anntaylor.com

Terese Yates is opening her second Frost Bake Shoppe location at 25 Waterway Avenue in December.  
The first location is in the Indian Springs Village Center.

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
E-mail wdlnews@impactnews.com.
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Compiled by Brian Walzel
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Two year membership required for  
price offered. Offer expires 12/31/11.  

Other restrictions may apply.
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need a little 
More green to 

work with?

Relocation

20 Tektonic Athletic Development and 
Rehabilitation is now at Medical Arts 
Center II building, 17350 St. Luke’s Way, 
Ste. 390. It was previously located at 602 
Pruitt Road in Spring. Tektonic is an 
outpatient sports medicine department 
of St. Luke’s The Woodlands Hospital 
and is a physical rehabilitation, human 
performance testing and training facility 
with specialization in sports medicine 
and performance training. 936-266-3130,  
www.stlukeswoodlands.com

Oak Ridge Dr.

Rayford Rd.



6 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • The Woodlands Edition

CALENDAR

Dec. 6 

By Brian Walzel

Breaking from traditional holiday parties, this year’s “Men Who Cook” celebration, hosted by 
the South Montgomery County Woodlands Chamber of Commerce, takes to the tropics with 
“Island Holidays.” The sixth annual event consists of five teams headed by local leaders who 
will help create island-themed dishes for the party-goers.

Barry Millenson’s “Beach Ball Babes’” menu includes coconut shrimp, crisp plantains, and 
Hawaiian cole slaw with almonds and pineapple. “The Woodlands (H)islanders,” led by Mike 
Karlin, will serve honey and pistachio crusted pork loin with pineapple sauce and candied 
sweet potatoes. Shenandoah Mayor Garry Watts’ “Hula Hoopsters” will feature jerk chicken 
with smoked pepper sauce and grilled summer vegetables. Skeeter Hubert’s “Skeeter’s 
Bananas” is creating banana leaf wrapped mahi mahi with pickled papaya and cucumber 
pineapple fried rice. “Coconuts and Bananas,” headed by James Stilwell, will prepare 
caramalized bananas with toasted coconut and cinnamon ice cream, mango sorbet and 
tropical fruits served with yogurt dressing and chocolate fondue. 

In addition to serving their portions of the feast, each team consisting of 10 members 
prepares a skit based on the theme of the evening. This year’s event is once again being held 
at The Woodlands Waterway Marriott & Convention Center and is open to the public. 

“These dedicated men put on quite a show for us,” said Karen Hoylman, Chamber President.

The event also features music, dancing and door prizes. Reservations are required by Dec. 2.

$65 per person, $650 for table of 10 • 6:30–10:30 p.m. • The Woodlands Waterway Marriott 
Hotel & Convention Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive • 281-367-5777,  
www.woodlandschamber.org
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Skeeter Hubert’s “Skeeter’s French Fries” took part in last year’s “Men Who Cook” event.

Men Who Cook

17–20 “Beauty and the Beast”
The Upper School Performing Arts 
Department at The John Cooper School 
presents “a tale as old as time” with Disney’s 
“Beauty and the Beast.” • $15 (adults), $10 
(students, seniors) • 7 p.m. (Nov. 17-19), 
2 p.m. (Nov. 19-20) • John Cooper School 
Performing Arts Center, One John Cooper 
Drive • 281-367-0900, www.johncooper.org

17 Market Street Tree Lighting
Market Street kicks off the holiday season with 
its annual tree lighting ceremony at Central 
Park. The event includes music, mascots and 
performers at the park, followed by the tree 
lighting. • Free • 6 p.m. (event begins),  
7 p.m. (tree lighting ceremony) • 9595 Six 
Pines Drive • 281-419-4749,  
www.marketstreet-thewoodlands.com

19 Diabetes Walk
Step Out: Walk to Stop Diabetes is a one-day 
fundraising walk benefiting the American 
Diabetes Association. Money raised through 
Step Out helps support the association’s 
mission to prevent and cure diabetes and 
to improve the lives of all people affected 

November

11 Magnolia Education Foundation Golf 
Tournament
The foundation’s 10th annual golf tournament 
features a $10,000 putting contest and 
competitions including closest to the pin and 
Tiger drive. A raffle and barbecue dinner with 
live music will follow. All proceeds benefit 
Magnolia ISD teachers and departments. 
10:30 a.m–6 p.m. • Price varies • High 
Meadow Ranch Golf Club, 37300 Golf Club 
Trail, Magnolia • 281-252-2500, ext. 1012,  
www.magnoliaisd.org/education

12 Celebrity Golf Classic
PGA pro Jeff Maggert hosts the 23rd Annual 
Woodlands Celebrity Golf Classic benefiting 
the children and families supported by 
Montgomery County Youth Services. The 
tournament features appearances by actors, 
sports celebrities and golf fans and will be 
held at the Palmer Course in The Woodlands. 
The “Tropical Treasures” Gala and Auction will 
be held at The Woodlands Waterway Marriott 
Hotel and Convention Center following the 
tournament. • $625 per person entry fee  
100 Grand Fairway Drive • 936-522-8839

12–13 The Children’s Festival
The 16th Annual Children’s Festival features 
fun, adventure and learning in a large, 
playground-style environment. The focus of 
the Children’s Festival is on performing and 
visual arts for children. The event features 
live performances, local children’s groups, 
hands-on activities and more. Admission 
costs include every show and activity. 
10 a.m.–5 p.m. (Nov. 12), noon–5 p.m. (Nov. 
13) • $8 (advance tickets), $10 (at door)
The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion, 2005 
Lake Robbins Drive • 281-363-3300,  
www.woodlandscenter.org

14–21 Operation Christmas Child
The world’s largest Christmas project,
Operation Christmas Child is a program to 
donate toys, hygiene products and school 
supplies to needy children around the world. 
During the week-long event, families fill shoe 
boxes with items to be distributed to the 
children. Drop-off locations are Faith Bible 
Church in The Woodlands and Oak Ridge 
Baptist Church in the City of Oak Ridge North. 
Free to donate • Faith Bible Church, 5505 
Research Forest Drive; Oak Ridge Baptist 
Church, 500 E. Oak Hill Drive • 828-262-1980, 
www.samaritanspurse.org/occ
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by diabetes. Event includes a family health 
festival, live music, and children’s activities. 
Donations raised by participants • 7:30 a.m. 
(check-in), 8:30 a.m. (5K run), 9 a.m. (3K walk)  
Northshore Park, 2505 Lake Woodlands Drive 
713-977-7706, www.diabetes.org

 Worth the drive
19 Feeding the Frontier
Benefiting the Montgomery County Food 
Bank, the 2nd Annual Feeding the Frontier 
features a 1-mile Family Hunger Walk, 
pioneer-themed events, live demonstrations, 
live music and children’s activities. A live 
western band will perform throughout the 
day on the main stage, while cowboy poets 
and musicians with fiddles and dulcimers 
will perform on the back porch. Among 
those in attendance will be representatives 
from Sons of the Republic, Daughters of the 
Republic and the Houston Livestock Show 
and Rodeo Speakers Committee. Free, 
$15 (Family Hunger Walk), $40 (per family) 
11 a.m.–7 p.m. Fernland Historical Park, 
Montgomery 936-539-6686,  
www.montgomerycountyfoodbank.com
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All prices + TTL. Pictures & colors for illustration only. 
Warranty is Limited Powertrain Warranty. For Details See 
Dealer or Go to KIA.com. All MPG HWY Are EPA Estimates 

On The Window Sticker.

443 IH 45 S.
5 Miles North of The Woodlands

www.cowboykia.com

$239 /  MONTH

$169 /  MONTH

NEW

BASE A/T

2011 KIA 
OPTIMA LX

2012 KIA 
SOUL

{

{

Model #72222. MSRP $23,950. Lease end 
value $13,412. 39 month lease @ $239/
month base payment w.a.c. KMFC. $2,999 

down payment plus TT&L. 12,000 miles 
per year lease.

2012 KIA 
SORENTO

NEW

1-800-NEW-KIAS

FM 2854

I-45

Hwy. 336

Frazier St.

Hardy Toll 

Road

CONROE

THE WOODLANDS

Old Montgomery Rd.

{

$18,988 w/$1,000 
competitive/loyalty.
See dealer for details.

$19,988

LX A/T

Model #B1512. MSRP $16,450. Lease end value $9,376.50. 39 month lease @ $169/month 
base payment w.a.c. KMFC. $1,999 down payment plus TT&L. 12,000 miles per year lease
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Christmas in the Woods  
Christmas Market
More than 20 vendors offering jewelry, 
home accessories, clothing, bath and body 
goods, arts and crafts will be featured at The 
Woodlands Christian Academy Christmas 
in the Woods Christmas Market. Snacks will 
be available for purchase during the market. 
Strollers are welcome. • 9 a.m.–4 p.m. • Free 
The Woodlands Christian Academy, 5800 
Academy Way • 936-273-2555, www.twca.net

Lighting of the Doves Festival

The Woodlands’ longest-running holiday 
event, the Lighting of the Doves Festival, 
returns for its 29th year at Town Green Park. 
The festival features the arrival of Santa Claus, 
ice carvers, snow, children’s activities and 
more. • Free • 3–9 p.m. • Town Green Park, 
2099 Lake Robbins Drive • 281-363-2447, 
www.thewoodlandscvb.com

Winter on the Waterway

The 5th Annual International Winter on the 
Waterway celebrates the holiday season by 
providing attendees an opportunity to learn 
about countries around the world and their 
holiday traditions. The event includes foods, 
arts and crafts, music and entertainment. 
Free • 3–9 p.m. • The Woodlands Waterway, 
adjacent to Town Green Park, 2099 Lake 
Robbins Drive • 281-363-2447,  
www.thewoodlandscvb.com

24 Run Thru the Woods

The 2011 GE Run Thru the Woods is an 
annual charity event designed for all ages 
and levels of fitness. The race includes a 
1-mile children’s race for ages 12 and under, 
a 5-mile run, a 3-mile Teen Run for ages 
12–17 and a 3-mile walk. Proceeds benefit the 
South Montgomery County YMCA Partners 
Program, Operation Graduation, Conroe ISD 
Air Force JROTC, the Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion Education Outreach Program and the 
Montgomery County Humane Society. 
7:45 a.m. (first race begins) • $30–$45 

Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion, 2005 Lake 
Robbins Drive • 281-363-3300,  
www.woodlandscenter.org

29 Lighting of the Angels

The City of Shenandoah presents its annual 
Lighting of the Angels featuring lights, treats, 
pictures with Santa Claus and children’s 
activities. The event also includes a holiday 
toy drive at the city pool benefiting the 
Montgomery County Women’s Shelter • Free 
6–8 p.m. • Shenandoah City Park, 
281-298-5522, www.shenandoahtx.com

December 

1 Information Fair

Lone Star College-University Center’s 
Information Fair provides an opportunity 
to hear from faculty and advisors from the 
Center’s partner universities. Staff members 
will answer questions and provide information 
regarding registration for the spring 2012 
semester. • Free • 4–7 p.m. • 3232 College Park 
Drive • 936-273-7510, www.lonestar.edu

2, 3 St. Nick’s Market

St. Anthony of Padua Catholic School’s St. 
Nick’s Market features more than 50 exhibitors 
with holiday gifts including personalized 
children’s gifts, handmade jewelry, religious 
items and more. The holiday market event 
also features Christmas music, cookies and 
coffee. • Free • 10 a.m.–6 p.m. (Dec. 2),  
11 a.m.–7 p.m. (Dec. 3) • 7901 Bay Branch 
Drive • 281-296-0300, www.staopcs.org

2–18 “A Christmas Story”

Stage Right Theater in Conroe presents “A 
Christmas Story.” The play tells the story of 
Ralphie Parker, a young boy living in 1940s 
Indiana who hopes for a Red Ryder BB gun 
for Christmas, despite the protests from his 
mother. • $12–17 • 8 p.m. (Dec. 2, 3, 9, 10, 16, 
17), 2 p.m. (Dec. 11, 18) • Crighton Theater, 
234 N. Main Street, Conroe • 936-441-7469, 
www.stage-right.org

3 The Woodlands Art Affair
The Woodlands Art Affair is a collaboration 
between VillaSport and The Woodlands Art 
League and features more than 30 local 
artists who have been invited to display 
and sell more than 200 pieces of art in a 
variety of mediums. The event includes artist 
demonstrations and children’s activities. The 
show is open to Art League members and 

Dosey Doe
25911 Interstate 45 North 
The Woodlands • 281-367-3774 
www.doseydoe.com

Nov. 12 David Benoit • 5:30 p.m., 8:30 p.m.
Nov. 15 Darrell Scott • 8 p.m.
Nov. 16 Blind Boys of Alabama • 8 p.m.
Nov. 17 Danny Schmidt, Sam Baker,  

       Carrie Elkin • 8:30 p.m.
Nov. 18 Gary Nicholson, Kevin Welch, Shake     

       Russell • 8:30 p.m.
Nov. 19 Larry Joe Taylor • 8:30 p.m.
Nov. 20 Crystal Gayle • 4:30 p.m., 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 22 Stoney LaRue • 8:00 p.m.
Nov. 23 Micky and the Motorcars • 8 p.m.
Nov. 25 Bellamy Brothers • 8:30 p.m.
Nov. 26 Bugs Henderson, Mike Zito 
              8:30 p.m.
Dec. 1 John Carney and Band • 8:30 p.m.
Dec. 2 Tab Benoit • 8:30 p.m.
Dec. 3 Stanley Jordan Trio • 5:30 p.m., 9 p.m.
Dec. 6 David Ball • 8 p.m.
Dec. 7 Charlie Montague Band • 8 p.m.
Dec. 8 Paul Thorn • 8:30 p.m.
Dec. 9 Cecil Shaw • 8:30 p.m.
Dec. 10 Moonlighting • 8:30 p.m.

Live music in Nov. / Dec.

non-members. • Free • 10 a.m.–4 p.m. VillaSport 
Athletic Club and Spa, 4141 Technology Forest 
Blvd. • 832-585-0822,  
www.woodlandsartleague.org

Holiday Gift and Craft Fair
The South Montgomery County YMCA presents 
its inaugural Holiday Gift and Craft Fair in 
conjunction with photos with Santa Claus and 
holiday open house. The event features local 
vendors offering gifts, jewelry, holiday décor, 
crafts, homemade items and accessories. 
Free • 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Creekside YMCA, 6464 
Creekside Forest Drive • 281-681-6723,  
www.ymcahouston.org/creekside

10 Oak Ridge Christmas Parade
The City of Oak Ridge North kicks off the 
holiday season with its annual Christmas 
Parade. The parade begins on Patsy Lane 
where it will travel south to Woodson Road, 
then left back onto Patsy Lane, left on 
Westwood Lane, right on Hillside Lane and 
ending at approximately 9:45 a.m. At Marilyn 
Edgar Park, where Santa Claus will arrive for 
pictures. • Free • 8 a.m. (lineup for participants 
begins), 9 a.m. (parade begins) • 281-292-4648, 
www.oakridgenorth.com

19–Jan. 16 The Woodlands Ice Rink
The Ice Rink at The Woodlands Town 
Center is open daily for ice skating. A kids’ 
and beginners ice rink is available. • $9.50 
(Monday-Friday, 2 hours of skating), $10.50 
(Saturday and Sunday, 2 hours of skating);  
$5 (Monday-Friday, 2 hours of skating ages 
5 and under), $6 (Saturday and Sunday, 2 
hours of skating ages 5 and under) • 3–9 
p.m. (Monday-Thursday), 3–11 p.m. (Friday), 
10 a.m.–11 p.m. (Saturday), noon–7 p.m. 
(Sunday); special holiday hours • Northeast 
corner of Lake Robbins Drive and Six Pines 
Drive • 281-419-5630,  
www.thewoodlandscvb.com
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10 Human Rights Festival
“Human Rights: A Walk in the Park” is a 
festival celebrating the natural born human 
rights and is designed to inform attendees 
of their 30 rights. The festival is being held in 
conjunction with International Human Rights 
Day and is being hosted by Demme Durant 
(pictured), a local Girl Scout and student at 
John Cooper School. The event features 
information booths, face-painting, live music, 
photos with Santa Claus, arts and crafts, 
local mascots, bounce houses, a car show, 
prizes and food. • Free • 9:30 a.m.–noon 

Town Green Park, 2099 Lake Robbins Drive 

281-638-3577, www.humanrightswalk.org
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Pancakes with Santa
At The Woodlands United Methodist Church

Santa’s com
ing

...and so must
 you!

8am - 11am
December 17th

4775 W Panther Creek Drive
The Woodlands, TX 77381

(281) 465 0955

Fundraiser

Best fun for 7 & under

www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

$30 Children $15 AdultsTickets:

Reservation Required
Limited Seating

Wrap it up

Let The
Woodlands
Children’s 
Museum do it for you!

Take away the stress of
having to wrap those 
presents all by
yourself... 

December 12th to 22nd

Find more or submit The Woodlands events at  
www.impactnews.com/the-woodlands/calendar.

For a full list of Houston Metro events visit  
www.impactnews.com/houston-metro/calendar.

To have The Woodlands events included in the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

 
Chili Cook-Off
The Woodlands Creekside Park Village 
Association presents the 3rd Annual Chili Cook-
Off and Winter Festival. The festival features fun 
for the whole family, including a chili cook-off, 
snow sledding hill, face painting, kids’ crafts, a 
snowman building contest, food and a holiday 
market. • Free • 1–5 p.m. • The Lodge at Rob 
Fleming Park, 6055 Creekside Forest Drive 
www.creeksideparkvillage.com



8 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • The Woodlands Edition

WATER

The City of Oak Ridge North is in the 
midst of a $8.1 million rehabilitation 
project of its water distribution and sewer 
systems with an eye toward tax savings. 
At a cost of about $3.5 million, the city is 
undertaking a plan to replace its two exist-
ing water storage tanks with larger tanks 
that will expand capacity, City Manager 
Vicky Rudy said. 

The construction of the two tanks are 
at least a few years off, Rudy said. The City 
Council recently authorized $500,000 for 
design and engineering research for the 
two storage tanks and demolition of a 
metal building near the proposed tanks. 

“It’s a long process,” Rudy said. “It’s 
going to take a couple of years.”

The current storage tank “has reached 
the end of its life,” she said, and now is the 
time to have them replaced. Much of the 
city’s infrastructure is aging and in need  
of repair.

“Our infrastructure is all about 40 years 
old, including water, sewer, roads, vari-
ous things,” Rudy said. “All at one time 
our infrastructure is starting to age out. 
And we’re now undergoing an intensive 
campaign to update and upgrade the infra-
structure that is beginning to age out.”

The city is facing a deadline of 2014 to 
have its water system revamped. That’s 

Oak Ridge North springs for citywide water, sewer rehab projects
when the city enters into an agreement 
with the San Jacinto River Authority for a 
groundwater reduction plan. As part of the 
agreement, Oak Ridge North will receive 
surface water from Lake Conroe beginning 
in either 2014 or 2015. 

“We have to be ready when that comes,” 
Rudy said. 

The city is also working to rehabilitate 
its sewage system, at a cost of about $4.6 
million. The project includes replacing and 
repairing aging and damaged sewage pipes 
throughout the city. Phase 2 of the project 
was recently completed and Phase 3 will 
be underway soon. Phase 3 rehabilitation 
includes the areas between Robinson and 
Woodson roads. Phase 4, the final portion 
of the project, includes “a few odd projects 
that require special handling,” Rudy said.

An improved sewer system could mean 
lower water and sewer tax rates for Oak 
Ridge citizens.

“We have a permanent amount of sewer 
we can deliver to the sewer plant,” Rudy 
said. “We can be fined when we deliver 
more than we’re contracted for.”

She said those fine amounts get passed 
on to sewer rates and by increasing storage, 
the city would no longer face fines.

“There’s a cost savings in that regard,” 
Rudy said.

By Brian Walzel

Comment at impactnews.com

OAK RIDGE NORTH
Water / Sewer System Facelift

Water Improvements: $3.5 million Sewage Improvements: $4.6 million

$8.1 millionTotal cost of water and 
sewage rehabilitation projects

OLD WATER TANKS / SEWER SYSTEM PIPES

NEW WATER TANKS / SEWER SYSTEM PIPES

630,000 gallons of storage

Aging and damaged sewer pipes

Repaired and replaced sewer pipes

Water Sewer

854,000 gallons of storage

Source: City of Oak Ridge North

Experience an     Extraordinary
                      CHRISTMAS SEASON!

Take an ordinary journey to an 
extraordinary place! 281.351.8851 • 15635 FM 2920 • Tomball, TX 77377

Open 7 days a week • www.arborgate.com

k di j

The
Arbor
Gate

Christmas Open House
• Customized Decor • Personal Service 

• Installation • Exclusive Gi� s

December 3rd
4pm - 7pm

� e Arbor Gate’s Gi�  to Our Friends

281-255-8366 • www.thevillagenannies.com

Village Nannies is a premiere nanny placement agency.

Where fi nding your ʻMary Poppins’ is not simply a possibility....but a probability

Complimentary IN-HOME CONSULTATIONS

The Winds of Change       Have Arrived

A modern agency with traditional values...A modededddd rnrnrn gagagagagency with traditional valuesA modededd rnrnn ggagency with traditional values

The

Village Nannies
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TRANSPORTATION

Oak Ridge North springs for citywide water, sewer rehab projects
The shops, restaurants and entertain-

ment venues in The Woodlands Town 
Center could become more accessible for 
some residents in the coming years if The 
Woodlands Waterway Trolley route is 
expanded to include village center stops.

Although in May The Woodlands Town-
ship board of directors approved an expan-
sion of the trolley route crossing Grogan’s 
Mill Road on Lake Robbins Drive, talk 
of expanding services into the different 
villages is not likely to continue until next 
year, said Miles McKinney, manager of 
legislative relations and transportation 
services for The Woodlands Township

The trolley system, which became 
operational in 2007, runs based on points 
of interest surrounding The Woodlands 
Waterway, and it is used by residents and 
visitors who want to explore Town Center 
without driving to each destination.

“The trolley averages 12–15,000 riders 
a month,” said Nick Wolda, director of 
community relations for The Woodlands 
Township. “It’s a free service, paid for half 
by The Woodlands Township and half by 
transportation grant money.”

If trolley services are expanded to the 
village centers in the future, township 
officials and the board of directors will 
need to decide on issues such as where to 

congestion and air pollution, he said.
“I doubt it would impact visitors, only 

because routes would be directed to allow 
residents into Town Center. It would be 
most helpful in reducing traffic from 
residents going into the Town Center, 
which means [fewer] automobiles and 
less demand for parking, which opens up 
spaces to visitors,” McKinney said. “Also, 

Township considering expanding Town Center trolley service to villages
expand, how many stops there will be and 
how often the trolleys will run,  
McKinney said.

“[In the past] we looked at instances 
in which we might do a Holiday Express 
trolley service from a village center into 
the Town Center, but we weren’t able to get 
permission from the village centers to park 
cars there so people could access the trolley 
service,” he said.

The Woodlands Township board of 
directors will make the final decision about 
whether to expand the services, but the 
township would need to purchase the addi-
tional trolleys, which typically requires 
federal or state funding. Additionally, the 
selected route needs to be one that will be 
heavily used. 

“We would need to figure out which vil-
lage would be best for a test case,”  
McKinney said.

Over the years, owners of hotels and 
other businesses outside the current trolley 
route have asked township officials about 
expanding the trolley service.

“I think there has been long-range 
thinking over time that there will be addi-
tional trolley services added,”  
McKinney said.

If the township’s board of directors 
decides to expand trolley services to the 
village centers, it could help reduce traffic 

with [fewer] automobiles in the Town Cen-
ter, you have less pollution.”

Overall, the township has seen an 
increase in trolley ridership every year.

“The trolley serves a great purpose in 
this high density area we call The Wood-
lands Town Center,” Wolda said.

By Marie Leonard

Comment at impactnews.com

Source: The Woodlands Township

The Woodlands Township is exploring 
the possibility of expanding the trolley 
system that currently serves Town 
Center to the some of the village 
centers. The current route makes 13 
stops around Town Center, including at 
The Woodlands Mall, Market Street, The 
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion, Town 
Green Park and Landry’s Restaurant.

No initiation fee through October 31, 2011!

*Restrictions apply. Call Club for details. 
©2011 ClubCorp USA, Inc. All rights reserved. 13142 0811 JB

Introducing a new kind of membership at April Sound Country Club 
and Willow Creek Golf Club. O.N.E. gives you access to a network of 
more than 200 private clubs plus 50% OFF* À LA CARTE DINING!

Houston City Club
Houston, TX

Mission Hills Country Club
Rancho Mirage, CA 

O.N.E.
Optimal Network Experiences

Start your ClubCorp network experience today, 
plus 50% OFF* À LA CARTE DINING!
Contact the Membership Director to find out more.

g

My Club. 
Your home away from home...

Enjoy 50% OFF* YOUR À LA 
CARTE DINING!

My Community. 
When you’re close to home...

Access to nine ClubCorp 
clubs in the Houston area 
and more!

My World. 
When you travel...

Enjoy FREE* GOLF, FREE* 
DINING AND MORE!

Call Matt Benn, Membership Director
936.588.7214
matt.benn@ourclub.com | april-sound.com

Call Mark Mattox, Membership Director
281.376.1501
mark.mattox@ourclub.com | willowcreekclub.com

No 
initiation fee through November 30, 2011!

Dr. E. Shawn Mansour
Board Certi� ed Orthopedic Surgeon

11302 Fallbrook Drive, 
Suite 201
Houston, Texas 77065

Secondary Location 
800 Peakwood Drive
Suite 3A
Houston, Texas 77090

Dr. David Navid
Board Certi� ed Orthopedic Surgeon

Dr. Vincent Talosig
Interventional Pain Specialist

Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

Kuykendahl Rd.

Cypress C
reek 

Pkwy.

I-45

Hardy Toll Rd.

Fallbrook Dr.
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s 
Rd

.

FM 1960N. Eldridge
 Pkw

y.

Northwest Frwy.

281-746-3070 o�  ce  • 281-970-5118 fax
info@northhoustonortho.com 
www.northhoustonortho.com

Conveniently o� ering X-rays and accepting most 
Insurances and Worker’s Compensation 

at both locations.

Dr. Talosig is available only at the Peakwood Drive location
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  City of Oak Ridge North
Bob Williams Memorial Council Chambers
27424 Robinson Road
281-292-4648
www.oakridgenorth.com

Nov. 14, 28, 7 p.m.

  Montgomery County 
Commissioners Court
Alan B. Sadler Commissioners Court Bldg.
510 N. Thompson, Ste. 402
936-539-7812
www.mctx.org

Nov. 21, 9:30 a.m.

  The Woodlands Township
Township Service Center
2201 Lake Woodlands Drive
281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Nov. 16, 6 p.m.

CITY AND TOWNSHIP Compiled by Brian Walzel

Residents of the City of Oak Ridge North 
are now allowed to drive golf carts on city 
streets after the City Council approved a 
new ordinance in October permitting the 
vehicles. The new law allows any legal driver 
with a valid driver’s license to operate a 
golf cart on city streets, permitting that the 
golf cart meets certain safety requirements 
established by the new mandate.

The carts may only be driven on city 
streets and not pathways already designated 
for golf cart travel. Drivers operating carts 
“in a negligent manner” could be charged 
with a felony and fined up to $200. The 
ordinance defines a negligent manner as 
the use or operation of a golf cart in such 
a manner as to endanger any person or 
property, or to instruct, hinder or impede 
the lawful course of travel of any motor 
vehicle or the lawful use by any pedestrian 
of public streets, sidewalks, paths, trails,  
walkways or parks.

At least one family in Oak Ridge North 
has been using a golf cart to transport 
their children and neighbors to and from a 
nearby bus stop. Concerns over the use of 
the cart and the safety of the children gave 

Construction on 3 Waterway Square 
Place is underway in The Waterway Square 
District of The Woodlands Town Cen-
ter. At the corner of Lake Robbins Drive 
and Woodloch Forest drive, 3 Waterway 
Square Place is a Class A, nine-story office 
complex that includes 192,000 square feet 
of office space. 

The building will be completed in 
early 2013. One tenant has already been 
announced. Nexeo Solutions LLC, an 
independent global, chemicals, plastics, 
composites and environmental services 
distribution company, signed a lease to 
occupy the top three floors. 

Nexeo is relocating its offices from the 

rise to the creation of the ordinance.
“There have been some apparent near 

misses, reports of children, someone driv-
ing with a baby in it, that’s what brings us 
to that point,” Mayor Jim Kuykendall said. 
“The worst that happens is that if someone 
gets hurt.”

Andrew Walters, Oak Ridge North 
police chief, said he was in favor of ensur-
ing safety measures if the carts were to be 
allowed in the city.

“It’s not a golf cart issue, it’s the baby 
being held with one hand, and 13- and 
14-year-olds weaving back and forth with 
tires off the road,” he said. “I am for regu-
lations. If they’re driven responsibily, I’m 
all for them.”

midwest and greater Houston areas to 9303 
New Trails Drive and 1400 Woodloch For-
est Drive until construction of 3 Waterway 
Square Place is completed.

The building is a project of The Wood-
lands Development Company and the 
Howard Hughes Corporation. Alex Sutton, 
president of the WDC, said Waterway 
Square has become an attractive location 
for commercial development.

“The Waterway Square District has over 
1 million square feet of Class A office space 
plus 127,000 square feet of retail that is 
fully leased, so there is a strong demand for 
new construction in this urban hub of The 
Woodlands Town Center,” Sutton said.

The Woodlands Township

The Woodlands Township

Oak Ridge North

Meetings

Should The Woodlands transform its 
governance to a city in 2014, or at any 
point beyond, it may need to add nearly 
200 employees that likely could be paid 
by increased taxes. 

The Woodlands Township is conduct-
ing studies so residents will be informed 
of the consequences of the different 
forms of governance. The results of one 
of those studies was presented to the 
Township Board of Directors by Eco-
nomic and Planning Systems, Inc. 

The study focused on staffing levels 
based on the 2012 budget. Under incor-
poration, ESP said The Woodlands may 
need to employ 741 full-time equiva-
lent employees to maintain the level of 
services the township provides. Should 
The Woodlands remain a township, that 
number of employees could be 546, 195 
fewer than under incorporation.

By incorporating, The Woodlands 
would need to create its own police 
department rather than rely on coverage 
from the Montgomery County Sheriff’s 
Office and Harris County constables. 
Currently, The Woodlands has about  

Woodlands staffing, taxes could go up under incorporation
115 full-time police officers on its payroll. 
That number could increase to 195 under 
incorporation.

The Woodlands would also need 
to hire an additional 57 employees to 
maintain services such as traffic control, 
streets and roads, community facilities, 
and planning and development.

Dan Guimond, principal for EDP, 
said to fund the additional personnel, 
The Woodlands could either increase 
the sales tax by up to 2 cents or increase 
property taxes. The Woodlands could 
choose among several sales tax options, 
including levying an additional 1.5-cent 
sales tax for general purposes and levy-
ing another 0.5-cent tax for a specially 
created economic development corpora-
tion, Guimond said. 

He also raised the possibility of 
increasing property taxes to fund higher 
employment levels.

“Short of identifying other revenue 
sources, the only other way to pay for 
additional costs in terms of incorpora-
tion is raising property taxes,”  
Guimond said.

C
ou

rt
es

y 
Th

e 
W

oo
d

la
nd

s 
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

C
om

p
an

y

Construction underway for newest Waterway office building

An architectural rendering of 3 Waterway Square, 
which is currently under construction.

Golf cart must-have’s for driving in  
Oak Ridge North

• Can only travel on roads with posted speed 
limit of 35 miles per hour or less

• Valid driver’s license
• Headlights
• Taillights
• Reflectors
• Mirrors
• Parking brake

Oak Ridge North ordinance allows golf carts on city streets

12721 Sawmill Road, Suite 100
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
281.362.7082  •  888.291.2540

www.cgeraci.com

WE CAN HELP...

DREAMING of RETIREMENT?

we specialize in

Retirement Income Planning
Tax and Estate Planning

Investment Advisory Services
Personal and Business Planning
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Holiday shopping
Continued from | 1

are among the most frequent visitors.
“We’re a destination, and I think a lot of it 

is visiting families,” Hoylman said. “People 
bring in their families during the holidays.”

But sales tax revenue is not the only  
benefit the economy sees as a direct result 
of such strong holiday sales, Burton said. 

“Not even just the mall, any type of retail 
activity, it’s bring-
ing in more jobs,” 
she said. “If you 
look around at our 
stores right now, 
they’re looking for 
all kinds of seasonal 
help, anywhere from 
10 to 50 people. 
That’s a lot of extra 
money pumping up  
the economy.”

Role of village centers
The village centers throughout The 

Woodlands play an important role in the 
holiday shopping economy.

“Obviously The Woodlands Mall is 
a regional attraction, but that’s not the 
only retail establishment,” said township 
Finance Director Monique Sharp. “It’s fur-
ther supported by Market Street and The 
Waterway and the different retail amenities 
there. But we also have our villages. Those 
village centers are a very important part of 
our sales tax base.”

Village centers are designed primar-
ily to serve the needs of the residents of 
their respective villages with essential 
needs and amenities, but Alden Bridge  
Village Association President Steve Leakey 
said they also offer alternatives to Town  
Center shopping.

“[The village centers] have specialty toy 
stores and children’s stores, health stores, 
barber shops, beauty shops,” Leakey said. 
“There are some classic retail outlets. Each 
of these centers do have a few specialty 
retail outlets where Christmas is their  
biggest [season].”

Property tax impact
The result of years of high sales tax reve-

nues has created a positive effect on property 
tax numbers. With 
increasing sales,  
the township has 
been able to rely 
more heavily on 
sales tax revenue to 
fund its services than 
property tax revenue. 

“We do see steady 
growth in our sales 
tax base when we 
look at it in a year 

over year basis,” Sharp said. “Why that’s 
important is that a significant portion of 
our sales tax dollars are paid by people 
who do not live in The Woodlands. That 
strong sales tax base supports our overall 
economic environment in terms of keeping 
our property tax lower.”

In 2010, the township earned a high of 
$30.8 million in sales tax revenue, accord-
ing to the township. That amount, at least 
in part, led to the passing of a 2012 bud-
get that included a 0.24-cent decrease in its 
property tax. Sales tax revenue helps fund 
the fire department, regional participation 
agreements with the cities of Conroe and 
Houston, debt service, law enforcement  
contracts, parks and recreation, and  
community services.

Comment at impactnews.com

January February March April May June July August September October November December

The Woodlands Township sales tax 
receipts by month for 2010

$1.9 M
$1.7 M

$2.7 M

$2.1 M $2.1 M

$2.8 M

$2.1 M
$2.2 M

$2.7M

$2.1 M $2.2 M

December 2010 sales tax revenue nearly $2 million more than next highest month 

$4.7 M
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“A significant portion of our sales tax 
dollars are paid by people who do not 
live in The Woodlands. That strong 
sales tax base supports our overall 
economic environment in terms of 
keeping our sales tax lower.”

—Monique Sharp 
The Woodlands Township Finance Dir.

The Woodlands Township imposes a 2 percent sales tax 
on purchases made within the township boundaries. The 
money accumulated by the township through sales tax 
dollars goes to fund services such as the fire department, 
law enforcement, parks and recreation and community 
services. During the months of November and December 
for the past four years, the township earned $26.5 million 
in sales tax revenue.

The Woodlands Holiday Events

Winter Wonderland features lighted displays.

•	The 29th Annual Lighting of the Doves  
Festival on Nov. 19 celebrates the arrival of 
Santa Claus, features ice carvers, snow, chil-
dren’s activities and a ceremony to illuminat-
ing the doves around Town Center. This event 
is free and held at Town Green Park, 2099 
Lake Robbins Drive.	•	3–9 p.m.

•	The 5th Annual International Winter on the 
Waterway on Nov. 19 celebrates holiday 
cultures from around the world. This free event 
at Town Green Park includes foods, arts and 
crafts, music, and entertainment.	•	3–9 p.m.

•	The Ice Rink at The Woodlands Town  
Center at the corner of Lake Robbins Drive 
and Six Pines Drive is open daily from  
Nov. 19 to Jan. 16. Hours and operation hours 
vary according to day of the week, so call  
281-419-5630 for details. Discount tickets are 
available online at www.thewoodlandscvb.com 

•	While skaters enjoy the The Ice Rink at The 
Woodlands Town Center, take a stroll around 
the Winter Wonderland, which features  
dozens of lighted displays of toy soldiers, 

elves, doves, music angels and snowmen. 

Source: The Woodlands Convention and Visitors Bureau

Your Family 
Dentist in 

The Woodlands

  • Family and cosmetic 
     dentistry
  • Orthodontics
  • In-o�  ce teeth whitening 
  • Professionally trained,
     caring and courteous sta� 
  • Private practice setting
  • Most major insurance 
     plans accepted
  • Financing available
  • Convenient hours 
     and location

Our goal is to provide you 
and your family with the 
best dental care. We will 

treat you with tender care 
and will always strive to 
make your dental visit a 

pleasant experience.

936-273-0034
19073 I-45 South, Ste. 185

� e Woodlands, TX 77385

www.Porto� noDental.com 

Dental Care for Your Family

Get ready for the holidays and get your

FREE
Take Home Teeth Whitening Kit

When you get your new patient exam, cleaning and X-rays
($350 value)

Must bring this ad. Expires 12/31/11.
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EDP, it has had discussions with repre-
sentatives from businesses in such indus-
tries as software and medical technology, 
customer service and technical support, 
oil and gas, chemical distribution, soft-
ware development,  
biotechnology, and 
medical device  
manufacturing. 

Gil Staley, chief 
executive officer of 
the EDP, isn’t sur-
prised that such 
companies are eye-
ing the area for 
expansion.

“We truly feel we have an unmatched  
quality of life and the amenities that go 
with world-class dining and shopping, 
first-class healthcare amenities, and our 
school system,” Staley said. “We have 
a wonderful quality of life that brings 
companies that want to do business.” 

Large-scale expansions
In addition to new businesses looking to 

relocate to the area, companies that already 
have locations in The Woodlands, many 
of which are corporate facilities and com-
pany headquarters, are looking to expand  
and hire.

Anadarko Petroleum, which employs 
about 2,750 employees, is considering 

Industry
Continued from | 1

expanding its headquarters in The Wood-
lands, said John Christiansen, director of 
external communications for Anadarko. 
Companies such as Woodforest National 
Bank, Chevron Phillips Chemical and 
McKesson Specialty Health, formerly 
known as US Oncology, have at least 500 
employees each. 

McKesson Corp. 
acquired US Oncol-
ogy in January and 
formed McKesson 
Specialty Health. The 
combined business is 
now  headquartered 
in The Woodlands 
with continuing 
operations nation-
wide. The company 

specializes in health care services and 
information technology.

Over the last few years, The Woodlands 
office hired more than 100 employees, 
said  Kathleen Avery, senior director of 
Human Resources Shared Services.

“We will continue to hire; we have grown 
every year,” Avery said. “Our largest three 
areas of demand are technology, finance 
and accounting and research.”

Health care industry
Health care also remains a growing 

industry in the area.  Steve Sanders, CEO 
of Memorial Hermann The Woodlands, 
said there are 50 job openings for full and 
part-time staff at the hospital on any given 

day because of staffing needs and turnover.
With the hospital’s $80 million, 

240,000-square-foot expansion project 
underway, an increase in hiring is expected. 
The  project, expected to be complete by 
late 2012, will add eight large surgical suites 
for high acuity cases, such as cardiovascu-
lar and neurosurgery and expand pre-op 
and recovery beds. 

St. Luke’s  The Woodlands Hospital also 
plans to expand within the next two years. 
Hiring is up by 20 percent compared to last Comment at impactnews.com

year during this time period, said Mona 
Tucker, director of human resources at 
St. Luke’s. The change is because of hiring 
supplemental staff to support an increase 
in overall volume, she said.

“There are a lot of companies that are 
looking for good, qualified employees, 
especially  engineers that specialize in a 
certain field,” Palmer said. “The trend is 
that people are hiring.”

Anadarko Petroleum Corporation is considering expanding its Woodlands headquarters.

“There are a lot of companies that are 
looking for good, qualified employees, 
especially  engineers that specialize in 
a certain field. The trend is that people 
are hiring.”

—Mona Tucker
Director of Human Resources,  

St. Luke’s Hospital
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H O M E  E N T E R T A I N M E N T

keep your family fun in-house this holiday season!

billiardfactory.com sigtheater.com

H O U S T O N  |  A U S T I N  |  S A N  A N T O N I O  |  D A L L A S

Audio Video - 281.370.1800

1-888-647-6611   Call for a Location Near You.

F O U R  H O U S T O N  L O C A T I O N S

We have everything a family could 
want for entertainment. From pool 
tables, pinball, air hockey, foosball, 
game tables...and a whole lot more. 
We can accomodate your style, size, 
decor, and most importantly, budget. 
Our home theater and gameroom   
      experts will show you our wide     
                    arrary of “family fun.” 
                        Come on in and have    
                         some fun!

23803 Decker Prairie-Rosehill Road  •  281.259.8114 • www.springcreekgrowers.com

THE ORIGINAL RIB TICKLER BARBECUE SERVED ON THE WEEKENDS!

4th Generation Family Farm 
Award-winning Christmas trees!

Family Fun 
          

Breakfast with Santa! 
Nov. 26 & Dec. 10 

Visit us online to reserve your 
space for breakfast, a hayride 

and photo op with Santa! 
Hurry...space is limited!

Begin your family’s 
Christmas traditions at 
Spring Creek Growers!

Choose & cut a fresh, Texas-grown 
Virginia Pine or Leyland 

Cypress or choose from our large 
selection of pre-cut Fraser 

and Noble Firs
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Spring-Klein
OB / GYN

4002 Louetta Road •  Spring, TX 77388 •  281-444-1770 •  281-444-4739 (fax)

Our mission is to provide premier OB/GYN care in a 
soothing, patient focused environment 

Dr. Jaishree Ellis 

Dr. Faunda Campbell

Dr. Mercedes Goebel

Foluke Okewunmi, DNP, WHNP-BC
Ask us about abnormal bleeding, 

and permanent sterilization.

Honoring Our Top Fundrasing Companies:

AON Hewitt
Houston Northwest Medical Center
Memorial Hermann The Woodlands

ShawCor
TETRA Technologies

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

HEART WALK

Thank You For Your Support!

2011 Montgomery County My Heart My Life 
locally sponsored by
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Hubbell & Hudson
24 Waterway Avenue
The Woodlands
281-203-5600
www.hubbellandhudson.com

W alking along Waterway Avenue, 
the aroma of herbs, spices and 
expertly-prepared dishes wafts in, 

enticing you to follow your nose. 
Turning the corner and continuing 

along Lake Robbins Drive, the scent 
changes. Now it’s fresh-ground coffee, 
straight-from-the-oven pastries and  
homemade bread. 

It wasn’t planned that way, it’s just how 
the vents flow at Hubbell & Hudson, an 
upscale market and bistro where people 
can shop, eat and learn. 

Upstairs, the Viking Cooking School 
offers a wide variety of classes. On the 
main floor, a dine-in bistro, a market 
infused with everyday and specialty foods, 
butchers in the meat shop, bakers in the 
kitchen and chefs behind the counter. 

That’s a lot going on under one roof, but 
everything flows smoothly and seamlessly 
in a friendly, cozy setting.  

“This is a lifestyle store,” said Hubbell & 
Hudson CEO Cary Attar. “A social meet-
ing place for our guests.” 

At Hubbell & Hudson, customers are 
called guests. Staffers—all 170 of them—
are called partners.

 “We call them guests because a cus-
tomer is someone you take money from, 
but a guest is someone you offer services 
to,” General Manager Fortino Godinez 
said. “And because we like to build rela-
tionships with people, we don’t call our 
staff ‘employees.’ We call them ‘partners.’” 

There are other interesting terms float-
ing around the store. Take, for example, 
the charcuterie — a “sexier name for the 
deli,” Godinez said. 

At the cold juice bar, an array of bright 
colors greets guests looking for freshly-
squeezed juice in a bottle. Not your stan-
dard juice fare, though, but rather water-
melon basil, jalapeno lemonade, and even a 

General Manager Fortino Godinez and CEO Cary Attar opened Hubbell & Hudson in 2008. The market and 
bistro sells distinctive products from around the world.

By Kimberly Morgan

Hubbell & Hudson
Upscale market, bistro offers selections for all tastes
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carrot/orange/beet blend. 
In the chef’s case, it’s not just clam 

chowder that is offered. It’s vanilla clam 
chowder. Among beverages, it’s not just 
root beer. It’s root beer that is micro-
brewed the same way as beer. 

Hubbell & Hudson opened in 2008. In 
2010, a smaller version called the “kitchen” 
opened on Research Forest Drive. Attar 
said people always want to know about its 
namesakes. 

Alida Hubbell and Fielding Hudson, 
cattle ranchers and farmers from Missouri, 
married in 1880. The family tree branches 
out to eventually include the birth of 
Attar’s son, Hudson.  What began as Hub-
bell & Hudson in marriage is now Hubbell 
& Hudson in business. 

“Hopefully,” Attar said, “history will 
continue to be kind to us.”

Fun finds at Hubbell & Hudson

• Chupacabra red wine ($14.99)
• Queen Bee gourmet pumpkin spice marsh-

mallows (5 oz. package) ($5.99)
• Fairytale pumpkin soup, 16 ounces, ($4.50)  

(available Oct.–Dec.)

Hubbell & Hudson offers a variety dried meats.
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14 FREE
DAYS AT LEGENDS

GUEST PASS
PRESENT THIS COUPON AND RECEIVE A 14 DAY 

COMPLIMENTARY TRIAL TO OUR FACILITIES 
COME TRY US OUT! WITH COUPON ONLY.

602 Pruitt Rd. 
Spring, TX 77380

Personal Training: Every personal training 
program is customized to address your unique 

 tness pro
 le.
Sports Performance Training: How to become 
faster, stronger, quicker no matter what sport 
you play.

FITNESS & WELLNESS
Move Better, Feel Better, Look Better.

ADULT SPORTS
Competitive and recreational divisions

BIRTHDAY PARTIES

• Co-Ed Volleyball
• Flag Football
• Indoor Soccer
• Basketball

Host a birthday party at Legends that all of your friends 
will be talking about. All you have to do is show up 
and take pictures; we will handle the rest, including 
the mess!

14 FREE
DAYS AT LEGENDS

GUEST PASS
PRESENT THIS COUPON AND RECEIVE A 14 DAY 

COMPLIMENTARY TRIAL TO OUR FACILITIES 
COME TRY US OUT! WITH COUPON ONLY.

Sawdust Rd.       Rayford Rd.

Hardy Toll
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Pruitt Rd. 
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(281) 298-5700
info@TheLegendsSportsComplex.com

Youth Sports
Lil Kickers: A nationally renowned child 
development program based around soccer. 
Ages 18 m. to 9 yrs.
LSA - Legends Soccer Academy: The 
academy is a 3 v. 3 format that quickly develops 
solid soccer skills. Weekly instruction along with 
league play. Ages 5-12.
Girls Volleyball: Progressive skills program with 
developmental league play. Ages 5-14. 
LBA - Legends Basketball Academy: Unique 
blend of competitive league play along with weekly 
instruction. Ages 5-14.
Flag Football: The best alternative to tackle 
football by engaging ALL players in non-contact, 
continuous action while developing fundamental 
football skills. Ages 5-14.

$50 
HOLIDAY
SPECIAL 

Weekday (Mon.- � urs.)  
round of golf & a WGC hat.

$100
HOLIDAY
SPECIAL 

Weekend Round of golf 
& any shirt in the golf shop.

Mention Community Impact Newspaper 
and receive a special gi� . 

Special must be redeemed a� er January 2, 2012. 
Excludes holiday rounds. Does not include tax.

Special must be redeemed a� er January 2, 2012. 
Excludes holiday rounds. Does not include tax.

1199 Fish Creek � oroughfare • Montgomery, TX 77316
936-588-8800 • www.woodforestgolf.com
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The Perfect Light
Bright idea turns lighting company into success

T here is often a moment 
during the holiday season 
when, after all the lights 

have been strung, someone hits 
the switch, and everybody gasps. 

Tom Ovaitt, owner of The Per-
fect Light, feels that same sense of 
awe every time he finishes a job. 

About 60 percent of The 
Perfect Light’s business occurs 
during a 10-week period over 
the holiday season. 

“Even if it’s been a tough year 
financially, when it gets to Christ-
mas, people want to celebrate,” 
Ovaitt said.  

Most people want an elegant 
look with clear lights lining 
their roofs, doors, windows and 
driveways, Ovaitt said, but when 
it comes to wreaths, garland and 
trees, he suggests bursts of color. 

“I especially encourage it for 
wrapping trees that break out into 
several branches,” Ovaitt said. 
“It’s spectacular.” 

Holiday lighting is priced 
per foot but starts at a $1,000 

minimum, Ovaitt said. The cost 
includes lights, timers, exten-
sion cords, installation, bulb-
replacement service if needed, 
tear down, box up and storage 
until the following year. The 
cost drops 50 percent after the 
first year since the homeowner 
bought and paid for materials 
the previous year. 

Ovaitt uses LED for miniature 
holiday lights but is waiting for a 
better, brighter product when it 
comes to LED for larger projects. 

He’s also working to convert 
all of his landscape lighting from 
incandescent to LED, which uses 
less electricity, lasts longer but 
costs more to purchase.

 “Landscape lighting is mood 
lighting,” Ovaitt said. “We can 
use light to emphasize the beauti-
ful things, but that also means 
we can use darkness to hide the 
functional things.”

 Ovaitt decided to go into busi-
ness for himself after working for 
a company that mostly worked 

in commercial landscaping but 
dabbled in lighting. 

He came up with the name 
The Perfect Light, a reference to 
his faith in God, and his wife, 
Sara, suggested making the “t” in 
Perfect into a cross. 

The business launched in 2002, 
with Ovaitt working from home 
and using his garage as a ware-
house. Business grew by 50 per-
cent the first year, and he moved 
the office to a larger location. 

Soon after, the business 
expanded beyond The Wood-
lands, with six additional offices 
in the Houston area and stores in 
Dallas and San Antonio.

 The company soon hit a peak 
of $5 million in sales per year.  

“I had a plan,” Ovaitt said. “I 
figured if we could reach $1 mil-
lion in sales, I could live happily 
ever after, send my kids to college, 
the wife and I could be comfort-
able. We have been more blessed 
than the plan. I never dreamed of 
anything like this.”

Tom Ovaitt started his 
outdoor landscape 

and holiday lighting 
company, The Perfect 

Light, in 2002.  

BUSINESS

By Kimberly Morgan
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• Light high (roof) and light low 
(flower beds) to create a frame

• Put greenery, such as garland, 
inside the frame

• Use small, colored LED lights 
on trees and garland to create 
a burst of color

• Hide extension cords behind 
gutters

• Avoid putting lights along 
driveways and sidewalks. It’s 
too hard to see them during 
the day and people might 
step or drive on them

Rooftop and flower bed lighting create a frame.

Holiday lighting design tips from The Perfect Light
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The Perfect Light
26326 I-45
Spring • 281-296-7777
www.theperfectlight.com

Woodlands Pkwy. Robinson Rd.

Birchwood Dr.

45

• Stroke Center
• Cancer Center
•  Center for Orthopaedic Surgery  

& Sports Medicine
• Birthing Center

•  Neonatal ICU
•  Weight Loss Surgery
• Robotic Surgery
•  Vein Clinic
•  Heart & Vascular Center

For Physician Referrals, call 281-737-2500

Comprehensive Care in Your Neighborhood

Leading Medicine
METHODIST WILLOWBROOK HOSPITAL SOBRIETY. 

Around here, it’s addictive.
Since 1990, we care for people struggling with drug or alcohol addiction, o�ering 

intensive outpatient therapy, adolescent treatment, sober living accommodations 
at nearby Momentum House (momentumhouse.com), and aftercare.

• Client satisfaction of more than 96% •
• Locations serving north Houston, 

   Cypress, Tomball, Copper�eld, 
   Spring, Champions, 

    and The Woodlands •

281.465.4500 or 1-87-SOBRIETY

 

(877.627.4389)

RightStep.com

L I V E  L I F E  S O B E R

Insurance Accepted 
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DINING

The Olive Oil
Greek culture and food in a lively atmosphere

A t The Olive Oil, owners Toula and 
Yanni Huliaris have brought a 
little bit of Greece to The Wood-

lands. From the authentic Greek food to 
the Saturday night dining room parties 
that feature live bouzouki music, belly 
dancers and traditional Greek plate-
smashing, a meal at The Olive Oil is a 
distinctive dining experience.

“We offer fun,” said Nick Kritikos, 
general manager. “The food is Greek and 
American, and we’ve been looking to 
expose people in The Woodlands area to 
our Greek culture through our Greek food 
and our celebrations and things.”

The experience starts with the food, and 
The Olive Oil offers a menu that includes 
well-known Greek items such as gyro 
sandwiches and hummus to entrees that 
may be less familiar to Americans, such 
as the casserole-style dishes known as 
pastichio and moussaka. A Greek salad 
with homemade dressing is also a popular 
choice, Kritikos said.

“Everyone always wants to buy the dress-
ing and take it home because we make it 
fresh every day,” he said. “Our dips, our 
hummus and eggplant dip and caviar dips, 
as well as our tzatziki yogurt sauce, are all 
made right here.”

The dishes are served in an open dining 
area with Mediterranean décor and ocean-
blue walls. Large window-style paintings 
of Greece are designed to transport diners 
back to the owners’ homeland.  

“We try to treat our guests as if they 
were coming into our living room and 
eating,” Kritikos said. “We like to let the 

people come in and feel like they got away 
from work.”

Although Kritikos said The Olive Oil 
has large lunch crowds throughout the 
week, the restaurant is transformed on the 
weekends to allow guests to get a deeper 
sense of Greek culture. Live classical Greek 
music is performed on Friday nights, but it 
is the festival-style Saturday night enter-
tainment with traditional Greek folk danc-
ers and a belly dancer that has attracted 
the most attention. 

“Everybody loves to get involved,” 
Kritikos said of the belly dancer’s perfor-
mance. “She goes to every single table in 
the restaurant and dances. After that, we 
have the folk dancers come back on and 
they’ll get participation from the audience. 
So people get up and dance, they’ll learn a 
couple of steps and then they’re dancing all 
around the restaurant, through the tables 
and everything.”

The Saturday crowds have grown so 
large that the restaurant has sometimes 
had to turn away potential customers, 
Kritikos said. To help alleviate the con-
gestion, the restaurant is in the process 
of expanding into an adjoining shopping 
center space. As The Olive Oil grows, 
Kritikos said he wants to ensure it retains 
the relaxed atmosphere diners have come 
to appreciate. 

“It’s changing all the time for our 
employees – systems are changing, menus 
are changing, positions are changing,” he 
said. “There’s a lot of change on our end, 
but we want none of that to be reflected 
back to the customer.”

By Dustin Hall

The Greek Sampler ($20) features fresh pita bread, 
moussaka, roasted potatoes and gyro beef.

The Traditional Greek Salad ($6–9) features fresh 
Mediterranean ingredients.

The Olive Oil, owned by Yanni and Toula Huliaris, offers a unique dining experience in The Woodlands.

Owner recommendations
•	Pastichio–“Pastichio has pasta, beef, 

cheeses and a béchamel sauce on top. It 
is a cream sauce that is baked on in lieu 
of the extra cheeses. Nice, lightly, fluffy 
cream sauce. It’s absolutely delicious.” 
($7.95–$12.95)

•	Gyro–“To make our cucumber sauce 
on the gyro, we get Greek yogurt by the 
buckets, and we make it with yogurt, 
cucumbers, lemon, dill and a little bit  
of garlic.” ($5.95–$9)

•	Orzo chicken salad–“The pasta is actu-
ally marinated in homemade Greek dress-
ing, and it has olives, feta cheese and 
tomatoes, topped with grilled chicken.” 
($7.95–$12)

Customer comments
“It’s casual and the food is good. The gyro 
and the salads are always good. I haven’t 
tried too many things because I always 
come back to the same things.”  

–Connie Landgraf, Montgomery

“The chicken dish that I got was delicious.  
It was chicken that had squash with it. It  
was one of their lunch specials. It had 
wonderful flavor.” 

 
–Biddy Scharnberg, Montgomery

The Olive Oil
373 Sawdust Road
The Woodlands • 281-367-0114
Mon.–Thurs. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.
Fri. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.
Sat. 11 a.m.–11 p.m.
Sun. 11 a.m.–8 p.m.
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Sawdust Rd.

OUTBACK
WESTERN
 WEAR

Layaway NOW

Where being a Texan is 
always in style!

30405 Dobbin Hufsmith Rd., Magnolia

 281.259.9378
Outbackww.com

Wedding 
Chapel & 
Event Hall

Weddings only 
$995

Birthdays, Company
Parties, Showers, & 

Reunions by the hour
-BYO- Food, Alcohol, 

& Entertainment

for Christmas

Where being a Texan is 
always in style!

g
iays in style!lalway i tyl !ays in style

30405 Dobbin Hufsmith Rd., Magnolia

Outbackww.com
a Texan is

Weddings onlyWeddings only
$$995995

Birthdays, Company
Parties, Showers, &
Reunions by the hour
-BYO- Food, Alcohol, 

& Entertainment

for Christmasfor Christmas
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PEOPLE

By Kimberly Morgan

Roger Galatas
Woodlands pioneer continues community’s early vision

Roger Galatas is a 76-year old grandfa-
ther of four, but he still isn’t sure what he 
wants to be when he grows up.

“Does anybody really ever know?” 
Galatas said. “One lesson I’ve learned over 
the years is you need to be prepared to take 
advantage of opportunities. The saddest 
thing in life is to have an opportunity 
come along and not be prepared to  
grab it.”

Galatas knows of what he speaks. If it 
weren’t for opportunity, his willingness to 
seize the day and put in ample amounts of 
elbow grease, the engineer-turned-devel-
oper and author-turned-historian wouldn’t 
be where he is today. 

He earned a degree in geology and took 
a job with Humble Oil & Refining Com-
pany, where he was hired for a salary of 
$420 a month.

He was only there a short time when he 
was called to duty with the U.S. Air Force. 
He finished his tour and returned to the 
oil company, where he discovered he’d 
received a raise while he was gone —  
to $440 a month.

Galatas later became involved in an 
Exxon project to develop the 14,000- 
acre master-planned community now 
known as Kingwood. That’s when the 
headhunter called.

Would Galatas be interested in working 
with George Mitchell, helping develop a 
28,000-acre master-planned community 
called The Woodlands?

Galatas was. For one, he would be much 
closer to home, which at the time was 
Conroe. Two, he would be working with 
Mitchell. Galatas has never regretted  
the decision.

“The thing that has impressed me the 
most is following George Mitchell’s vision 
from the outset,” Galatas said. “A commu-
nity where people live, work, play and learn 
was not just a slogan. It was our mission.”

In fact, Galatas was the one who named 
the Village of Alden Bridge in The Wood-
lands. He grew up close to a town of the 
same name in Louisiana, a town where 
folks lived, worked and played.

 “That’s where the name came from: my 
memories,” Galatas said. “A guy named 
Alden built a sawmill and a bridge across 
the creek so the workers could get to the 
mill. He built houses for the workers and 
their families. He created a village.”

Indeed, during the 20-year career that 
followed, Galatas has watched The Wood-
lands bloom to its current population of 
97,000, a community in which 47,000 jobs 
have been provided by 1,700 employers.

“I just happened to be part of a good 
team that had a great leader named 
George Mitchell,” said Galatas, a father of 
two who lives with his wife in the Village 
of Panther Creek.

As a trustee on the Conroe ISD school 
board, Galatas was dedicated to a variety 
of school activities as the community 
continued its growth. In 1994, the board 
voted in favor of naming an elementary 
school in his honor, a career high that 
Galatas remains humbled by. 

Galatas Elementary School in the Vil-
lage of Cochran’s Crossing opened  
in 1994. It has consistently earned  
Exemplary ratings from the Texas  
Education Agency. 

“It’s really an honor to have a school 
named after you,” Galatas said. “You 
appreciate it but you also realize you’re  
not as worthy of that as someone else 
might be.”

In 2004, Galatas, along with Jim 
Barlow, released a book titled “The 
Woodlands: The Inside Story of Creating 
a Better Hometown.” Published by The 
Urban Land Institute, the book details the 
events leading up to the formation of The 
Woodlands and the history behind it.

Roger Galatas, along with George Mitchell, was one of The Woodlands’ visionaries who helped get the 
community up and running.
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“I remember almost every street  
and every business that came along,” 
Galatas said.

 The book is now in its second printing.
“People ask me how long it took to write 

the book,” Galatas said. “I tell them 30 
years, because I had to live it first.”

These days, Galatas is in business for 
himself, the chief behind Roger Gala-
tas Interests, a company that provides 
advisory and development services to real 
estate companies — ones with a focus on 
master-planned communities.

“Just work hard,” Galatas said, “and 
you’ll probably be okay.”

• Member and former officer of the Urban 
Land Institute

• Center for Houston’s Future  
advisory council

• Board member of Greater Houston 
Health Exchange Information

• Involved in the creation of the Cynthia 
Woods Mitchell Pavilion

• Founding director of The John  
Cooper School

• Former president and board member of  
Conroe ISD Board of Trustees

• Board member of Memorial Hermann 
Hospital System

Galatas at a glance

From Curiosity to Wisdom

The Upper School Performing 
Arts Department Presents

“A Tale As Old As Time...”

November 17-19 • 7 pm
November 19-20 • 2 pm

JCS Performing Arts Center
Adults: $15 • Students/Seniors: $10

www.coopertickets.org

DI
SN

EY
’S

 B
EA

UT
Y 

AN
D 

TH
E 

BE
AS

T 
Is 

pr
es

en
ted

 th
ro

ug
h s

pe
cia

l a
rra

ng
em

en
t w

ith
 M

us
ic 

Th
ea

tre
 In

ter
na

tio
na

l A
ll a

uth
or

ize
d 

ma
ter

ial
s a

re
 al

so
 su

pp
lie

d b
y M

TI
. 4

21
 W

es
t 5

4th
 S

tre
et,

 N
Y, 

NY
 10

01
9

PK4-Grade 12 
ADMISSION OPEN HOUSE

January 21, 2012 • 2 p.m.

Meet with teachers and administrators on campus
to learn more about each division and admission

for the 2012-13 academic year.
WWW.JOHNCOOPER.ORG

Established in 1988, Cooper is an independent college preparatory day 
school for PK4 through Grade 12.  Small classes, personal attention and 

excellence in academics, athletics, the arts and community service, 
form the cornerstones of a Cooper education.

Cooper combines 
traditional educational 
practices with innovative 

programs to teach 
students to think, 
analyze, create, 

understand and take 
responsibility for their 

world.
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• Child Development Center
• Interfaith Community Clinic
• Financial Assistance
• Prescription Drug Assistance
• Gas Assistance
• Clothing Vouchers
• Food Pantry
• Emergency Transitional Shelters

• School Supplies
• Holiday Gift Assistance
• Counseling Services
• Senior Services
• Interfaith of The Woodlands 

Directory
• Workforce and Employment 

Services

Interfaith of The Woodlands
Service agency offers full scope of assistance

More than 35 years ago 
when George Mitchell was 
developing his concept for 

The Woodlands, part of the ini-
tial plan were the basic needs of 
a community: schools, churches 
and medical facilities. But Mitch-
ell also knew a need would exist 
for a place for people to go when 
they were in need. Based on that 
vision and need, Interfaith of The 
Woodlands was born.

In the 38 years since its incep-
tion, Interfaith has grown to 
provide a variety of services to 
those from infants to senior citi-
zens and every age group, race, 
socioeconomic class and religion 
in between. From child care to 
financial assistance, school sup-
plies, counseling services and 
even a comprehensive phone 
directory, Interfaith has estab-
lished itself as the most successful 
nonprofit agency in The Wood-
lands with more than 100,000 
“service contacts” and 300 full-
time employees in six offices.

“Our mission from the very 
beginning was to build a more 
loving, caring community,” said 
Dr. Ann Snyder, president and 
CEO of Interfaith. “If you need 
food, information, rent assis-
tance, you need a job, we have 
the tools to provide the opportu-
nity to become self-sufficient.”

Snyder said Interfaith was 
founded in 1973 by Mitchell, 
who sought to bring together 
different religious congregations 
for the betterment of the com-
munity. That premise still exists 
today. More than 40 churches 
are members of Interfaith. 

One of the most established 
and successful Interfaith services 
is its Child Development Center. 
Established in 1976, the Inter-
faith Child Development Center 
provides child care year round 
from toddlers ages 12 months 
to children enrolled in fourth 
grade. Snyder said there are 
about 370 children enrolled in 
the Child Development Center.

In the 1980s, when the 
economy began to decline from 
the oil boom, many compa-
nies were forced to lay off large 
numbers of employees, including 
Mitchell’s own Mitchell Oil and 
Gas. Mitchell turned to the same 
agency he established to assist 
those who were now out of a job, 
Snyder said. Today, Interfaith 
partners with Workforce Solu-
tions to provide employment 
services in nine offices in  
six counties.

Snyder said that all of Inter-
faith’s services have grown from 
requests from the community. 
She attributes the agency’s  
success to its many volunteers.

“[The community support] 
has been tremendous,” she said. 
“It’s why we are so successful. If 
there’s a disaster, if the food pan-
try is empty, we put a call out to 
our community and they always 
come through. Always. The com-
munity has made Interfaith what 
it is today.”

The Interfaith Food Pantry 
offers a variety of goods  
such as non-perishable  

food, infant and personal 
hygiene products.

Interfaith of The Woodlands
4242 Interfaith Way
The Woodlands • 281-367-1230
www.woodlandsinterfaith.org

NONPROFIT

By Brian Walzel
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Inte rfaith Way

We hear you loud and clear.
Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local coupons. Available every day, where you live, work and play!
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The Lighting of the Doves
Festival is Woodlands’ oldest holiday tradition

I n the early 1980s, Ed Lee was vaca-
tioning in Hong Kong when a lighted 
display caught his eye.

What impressed then President and 
CEO of the Woodlands Development 
Company were displays of lights in the 
shapes of different animals. 

One in particular struck him – the image 
of a bird soaring through the sky. When 
Lee returned from his trip, he began mak-
ing his vision a reality. He acquired three 
doves outlined in white lights. The large 
doves were placed high atop a wall of trees 
in the wide median that once existed on 
Woodlands Parkway, and in 1982 the first 
Lighting of the Doves ceremony took place.

“It was a fine event,” recalls Roger 
Galatas, who was the senior vice president 
responsible for residential development 
under Lee. “We sang Christmas carols, 
and Santa Claus rode in on an antique fire 
truck. It was a community-building event 
that became an institution.”

Susan Vreeland-Wendt, Director of 
Marketing for The Woodlands Develop-
ment Company, said a few hundred people 
attended the first Lighting of the Doves. 

“It was a hometown event. Shop owners 

HISTORY

By Susan VanDeWater

The Lighting of the Doves was previously held along Grogan’s Mill Road and Woodlands Parkway.
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at the original Village Shopping Center 
dressed in [Charles] Dickens-era costumes 
— it was our own mini-Dickens on the 
Strand,” she said. “There were hay rides 
from the Village Shopping Center to Gro-
gan’s Mill Road and Woodlands Parkway, 
which is where the ceremony took place.”

Lee passed away in 1986, but his vision 
lived on. Galatas became president of the 
Development Company and continued 
the tradition. The torch was passed to The 
Woodlands Township in 1996, but the key 
elements remain, including Santa and, of 
course, the doves.

Over the years, the event, like The 
Woodlands, has grown. It has moved from 
a median in the road to the Town Center 
with 15,000 of people attending. The doves 
can be found throughout the community 
and have  become a symbol of the holidays 
in The Woodlands.

In fact, the doves have come to represent 
more than just the holidays. Commonly 
seen as a symbol of peace, the doves sym-
bolize the peaceful celebration of many 
different cultures in one place. 

“The Woodlands is a dynamic and 
culturally-diverse town. Our population 

represents more than 100 different 
countries,” said Nick Wolda, Director of 
Community Relations for The Woodlands 
Township.  

Five years ago, residents of The Wood-
lands began celebrating their differences 
together at the International Winter on 
the Waterway (iWOW) Festival. The festi-
val, which is held in conjunction with the 
Lighting of the Doves, gives attendees the 
opportunity to learn about different cul-
tures and how they celebrate the holidays.   

As the Lighting of the Doves 
approaches its 30 anniversary, Galatas is 
amazed to see how the event has grown, 

and he thinks Lee would be too. 
“I think he would be pleased,” he said.  

“I think inside him would be a good,  
warm feeling.”

• 29th Annual Event
• Nov. 19, 3–9 p.m., Town Green Park
• Santa Claus
• Live music
• Ice carvings
• Snow
• Children’s activities
• Held in conjunction with the iWOW Festival

Source: The Woodlands Township

The Lighting of the Doves—2011

The right doctor is just  
a phone call away.

281-401-7777.
Choosing the right doCtor is a big deCision.  
but it just got a lot easier.

One call to our free Physician Referral Line gives you access to some of the 

region’s leading primary care physicians and specialists. Whether you need 

a physician close to your home or work, or one who accepts walk-ins or 

same-day appointments, we’ll help you find the doctor who’s just right for 

you. And with cold and flu season right around the corner, you’ll feel better 

knowing you have a physician to keep you and your family healthy. 

Find the right doctor for you at 281-401-7777.

58638_TRMC_FAP_10x6_04.indd   1 10/28/11   4:45 PM
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REAL ESTATE

Imperial Oaks
Spring – 77386

Build-out year: 2011

Number of homes: 3,959

Square footage: 800-5,170

Home values: $22,110–$342,530

HOA Dues (est.): $400–$800

Amenities: Over 100 acres devoted to 
recreational amenities, resort style swimming 
pool, playgrounds and pavilions

Property taxes:

Conroe ISD 1.2850000 
Montgomery CO 0.4838000 
Montgomery CO Hospital 0.0755000 
Rayford Rd. MUD                                  0.592000 * 
Lone Star College System 0.1101000 
Montgomery CO Drainage Dist. 10 0.4470000 
Montgomery CO Emergency Dist. 8 0.0762000 
 
Total (per $100 value) 3.069600 
*MUD 115 applies to certain sections of 
neighborhood                                       1.3500000

*Montgomery County DD 6 applies to certain 
sections of neighborhood                    0.2641000 
  
Schools: 
Kaufman Elementary School (K-4)

Vogel Intermediate School (5-6)

York Junior High School (7-8)

Oak Ridge High 9th Grade Campus (9) 

Oak Ridge High School (10-12)

1631 Welsford Drive  $193,500
4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,554 sq. ft. 
Sharron Hensley, Champions Real Estate Group 
  832-385-5101

2115 Westover Park Drive  $168,000
4 Bedroom / 2 Bath 2,372  sq. ft. 
Daisy McVay, Realty Associates
 281-955-5350

26302 Richards Road  $215,000
3-4 Bedroom  / 2.5 Bath  2,716 sq.ft.
Michael Seder, RE/MAX  
The Woodlands & Spring 713-806-6796

31202 Deerwood Park Lane  $247,900
4-5 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 3,144 sq. ft.
Justin McClung, Coldwell Banker United, Realtors
  281-728-7970

Data compiled by 
Mark Dimas

The Professional Group Realty
281-861-6199

www.markdimas.com

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

65 15 62

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

193 1,344/4,952 $43,560/$394,000

On the market  (As of Oct. 31, 2011)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (September 30, 2010–Oct. 31, 2011)

Market Data The Woodlands
On the market  (October 1–31)

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market 

77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

Less than $149,999 26/60 10/106 –– 1/29 36/87 81/104 27/127

$150,000–$199,999 12/180 23/88 14/120 15/120 31/91 67/98 34/83

$200,000–$299,999 10/98 29/85 66/91 49/92 21/122 18/109 72/120

$300,000–$399,999 7/165 30/107 37/75 14/72 2/116 25/159 44/113

$400,000–$499,999 5/128 18/74 14/111 14/109 4/193 8/108 28/112

$500,000–$599,999 6/161 11/108 18/79 2/124 1/160 17/109 22/158

$600,000–$799,999 12/133 9/110 25/219 1/191 1/98 8/141 30/117

$800,000–$999,999 11/137 5/127 24/171 –– –– 4/247 9/198

$1 million + 20/164 19/204 51/159 1/196 2/87 2/93 17/186

Month

Number of homes sold/Average Price

77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

Oct. 2010 11/$339,625 35/$395,775 44/$458,358 17/$235,494 22/$164,645 57/$233,141 35/$296,030

Oct. 2011 13/$193,875 35/$295,240 46/$418,755 18/$253,548 22/$177,171 41/$184,460 37/$269,400

Sep. 2011 20/$443,194 47/$297,602 65/$502,254 23/$239,980 16/$165,687 74/$196,194 40/$271,451

Aug. 2011 22/$402,399 62/$319,909 85/$434,301 21/$207,993 17/$152,427 70/$206,705 51/$333,781

July 2011 18/$241,463 62/$294,546 98/$372,758 21/$227,566 30/$162,286 80/$200,626 50/$330,376

June 2011 21/$277,228 60/$321,929 100/$47,185 23/$262,001 36/$153,462 93/$181,857 50/$305,985

May 2011 24/$480,214 62/$363,148 63/$427,020 19/$261/168 22/$152,958 71/$181,820 44/$292,776

April 2011 16/$286,834 50/$323,327 61/$380,175 24/$237,895 22/$171,610 74/$198,298 32/$306,066

Mar. 2011 25/$233,562 39/$388,044 51/$617,020 19/$247,531 19/$155,272 73/$199,459 42/$298,982

Monthly home sales

Broker & Bank  Conventional & Government Loans 
Purchases  Refinance  Debt Consolidation

Cypress Owned and Operated

we specialize in mortgages that fit your lifestyle

OFFICE:  832-220-1480      CELLULAR:  832-865-6065
EMAIL FOR A FREE QUOTE: tami@cntmtg.com  
WEB: www.cntmtg.com

25250 Northwest Freeway Ste. 260, Cypress, TX 77429
TX Broker License #75191

ansansans 

Tami LaCoe Channel
President

1/2 OFF PROCESSING FEE
MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE

Expires 12-8-11

Awards for Excellence
Winner of Distinction

2010

Company NMLS ID – 273344
Individual NMLS ID – 333134

9350 FM 1960 West, 
Houston, 77070

 Intersection of Perry Road & FM 1960 

713-481-4493

NEW WINDSHIELDS
Starting As Low As

$149.95
Certifi ed Technicians 

 Chip Repair 
Insurance Work Welcome

Nationwide Warranty 
Call for a free estimate

BONUS SAVINGS

10% OFF
(Excludes Materials/Parts & Sublet)

BODY REPAIR
& SURFACE REPAIR

Call for a free estimate. Not valid with any 
other offer. Coupon must be presented at 

time of estimate. Expires 11/10/11

ENAMEL 
PAINT SERVICE

$299.95
 URETHANE 

PAINT SERVICE

$499.95
 BASE/CLEAR COAT 

PAINT SERVICE

$999.95
Service Includes:
• Surface/ Chemical Cleaning
• Surface Sand or Adhesion
• Masking & Paint Materials
• Enamel Paint Finish
• 1 year Nationwide Warranty

Service Includes:
• Surface/ Chemical Cleaning
• Surface Sand for Adhesion
• Masking & Paint Materials
• Urethane Paint Finish
• 3 year Nationwide Warranty

Service Includes:
• Surface/ Chemical Cleaning
• Surface Sand for Adhesion
• Masking & Paint Materials
• Urethane Base Coat/Clear Coat Finish

• 5 year Nationwide Warranty
Vans, trucks, SUVs and commerical vehicles slightly higher. Additional surface preperations  

may be recomended for chipping, cracked or pealing paint. Not validwith anyother offer. 

Call today for a FREE estimate!
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All Floors & More ...................................22
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Cisco’s Salsa Company Grill & Cantina ...23
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20% off gift baskets.
See page 22.

$5 off gourmet Thanksgiving 
Dinner. See page 23.

$25 off brown patch 
treatment. See page 23.

$100 off any purchase of 
$1,500 or more. See page 22.

Find more local coupons online at impactdeals.com

FIND
MORE DEALS ONLINENOW

A New Home for a Stronger You

A state-of-the-art indoor climate controlled training facility for all levels of cyclists, 
featuring CompuTrainers with Ergvideo and Racermate. VR Cycling offers New Rider Training • Individual Rides 

• Multi-Rider Sessions Team Training • Weekly Competitions • Spin Scan Analysis • Bike Storage Available

Come for a facility tour, CompuTrainer 
demonstrations and to meet the fitness trainers.

Catering by Tavola

Mention or present ad prior to sign up. Expires 12/1/11

GRAND OPENING  
NOVEMBER 12TH • 4 - 8PM

CompuTrainers
Computerized training on “Your” bike, 

simulating famous Courses from across 
the world! The CompuTrainer guarantees 
to increase your cycling power by 20-30% 
and increase your speed by 2-4 mph. Enjoy 
the fun and safety of training indoors with 
others. Maintain your athletic training or 

exercise regime ALL YEAR ROUND on one of 
our 17 CompuTrainers. 

MS150 and Ironman  courses available. 
Book your ride using our

 online reservation system at 
www.VRCyclingStudio.com

32393 Tamina Road
 Magnolia, TX 77354 

 281-259-3770 
www.VRCyclingStudio.com

FREE Spin Scan Analysis with 
purchase of any 8 week package.

t t llll dd t i i f

USA CERTIFIED COACH
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CARPET • TILE • LAMINATE • WOOD • GRANITE COUNTERTOPS • BLINDS

L I F E T I M E  I N S T A L L A T I O N  W A R R A N T Y

Your Neighborhood Flooring Store!Your Neighborhood Flooring Store!ALL
FLOORS&MORE

 We Will Bring the 
    Showroom to You!

 FREE In Home 
    Estimates!

 12 Months Same 
    As Cash!

 Lower Prices 
    GUARANTEED

 Family Owned & Operated

 Certi� ed Installers

 All USA Products

TOMBALL, CYPRESS, SPRING: 281-857-6851
CONROE, MONTGOMERY: 936-588-0032

THE WOODLANDS, MAGNOLIA: 832-934-2688

1ST QUALITY 1ST QUALITY
Shaw Laminate

40 oz. Carpet

Granite Countertops

Shaw Handscraped
Lifetime Warranty Wood

Any Purchase
 of $1,500 or More

Starting 
at

Per Square Foot • Installed

Per Square Foot • Installed

Per Square Foot • Installed

Per Square Foot • Installed

Per Square Foot • Installed
Including Pad and All Trim

Memory Foam Spill Proof Pad & 
Removal of Old Carpet Included

Including 1 ½” Bullnose
PLUS FREE SINK

Includes All Trim

$3.29 $1.79

$32 $100 
OFF

$5.99
With coupon. Expires 12/8/11. With coupon. Expires 12/8/11.

Minimum purchase of 55 sq. ft. 
With coupon. Expires 12/8/11.

With coupon. Expires 12/8/11.

With coupon. Expires 12/8/11. With coupon. Expires 12/8/11.

American Made 12mm 
Shaw Laminate

NEW PRICE!

$3.99

Get your � � �  ready for the holidays!
INSTALL BEFORE CHRISTMAS

VIEW MENUS  & ORDER ONLINE OR CALL
$6.95 Delivery Fee with only a $20 Minimum Order. To All The Woodlands and Surrounding Areas.

GO ONLINE TO WWW.EATGOODEXPRESS.COM OR CALL 281.712.1617

Fast Convenient “Restaurant Take-Out” Delivery Service
Whether youʼre thinking of a gourmet dinner for two, a lunch meeting 

for 30, or a quiet dinner at home with the family, we will delivery 
your favorite restaurants to you.

Restaurant “Take Out” Delivered

––––––

Find Gifts on Your Holiday List

Genu    ine
T A S T I N G  R O O M

832-934-CORK (2675)
 6503 FM 1488, SUITE 401 

(Behind Chick-fi l-A) 
www.mygenuwine.com

Open: Mon. 2–8 pm, Tues. & Wed. 11:30-9pm, Thur.  Fri. & Sat.  11:30-11pm Closed Sunday

Live Music 
Thursday–Saturday
See website for details.

Featured artists include:

29
78

Ku
yk

en
da

hl
   

Rd
.

1488

Ashley Austin

•  NEW! - Craft Beer Selections
•  Wine Gifts & Accessories
•  Daily Wine Tastings, over 225 wines
• Wine Club, over 150 members
•  Private Event Room
•  Casual Gourmet Menu
•  RELAX ON OUR HEATED OUTDOOR PATIO

20% OFFGIFT BASKETS 
Ordered by 12/5

Custom  Holiday 
Gift Baskets

A unique and thoughtful 
gift for the holidays. With this ad. Expires 12/5/11
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We Bring the Taste of the 
Old World to Your World
Tasting of World Renowned Wines

at Tavola Bistro & Wine Bar
Serving Dinner & Lunch Daily

NEW FALL HOURS: 
Monday–Thursday: 

11am–2:30pm; 5–9pm
Friday: 11am–2:30pm; 5–10pm

Saturday: 4–10pm
Sunday: 10:30am–2pm

Wine Dinner
CALIFORNIA & ITALY TERROIR

November 17th • 7–9 pm
With Antonio Gianola – Vias Wines

              $59.95 per person, plus 
tax & gratuity

32623 FM 2978  •  281-252-8700
www.tavolaonline.com  •   Back of the Woodlands 

Holiday Catering
Book your Holiday Party today!

Tavola 
Catering has 
the expertise 
to create the 

perfect; 
memorable 

experience for 
any special 

event.

www.tavolacatering.net

Celebrate this holiday 
season with our 
Chef ’s prepared 

gourmet dinners. 
Feeds 6-8 

$124.95 per meal

Whole Herb Roasted Turkey • Cornbread 
Dressing • Cranberry/Orange Sauce

• Sweet Potato Casserole OR Potatoes 
Au Gratin • Green Beans Almandine

• Hot Rolls (8) • Pumpkin or Pecan Pie 8”
$5.00 OFF YOUR DINNER WITH THIS AD.

Gourmet Thanksgiving 
Dinners

Asian Crab Cocktail
Vie di Romans Chardonnay 2009, Friuli, Italy 2009 • Patz & Hall Chardonnay 2008, Sonoma Coast

Butternut Squash Bisque
Lechthaler Pinot Noir 2009, Trentino, Italy • Viader Cab Franc Dare 2009, Napa Valley

Herbed Tenderloin of Beef, Roasted Garlic Whipped Potatoes, Baby Broccoli Saute
Robert Craig A�  nity 2008, Napa Valley • Camigliano Brunello 2006, Tuscany

Lemon Pound Cake Tru�  es, Gelato 
Vie di Romans Sauvignon Blanc 2009, Friuli, Italy

Now taking reservations.

AWARD WINNING MEXICAN FOOD, MAR-
GARITA’S, OUTDOOR PATIO, AND MORE!

PARTY ON THE PATIO!!!
At Cisco’s Salsa Company

Features Live Music
 Thursdays, 7:30–10:30 p.m. 

Saturdays, 8–11 p.m.

Follow us on Facebook at Cisco’s Salsa Company

Buenos Dias Brunch 
Every Saturday and Sunday featuring 
Amazing Mexican Breakfast 
specialties, Bottomless Mimosas, 
Cisco’s Marys, and more! 

11/11 - Cool Freddie E & The Crew
11/12 - Josh Ward
11/17 - The Jim Sloan Trio
11/18 - Colby Miller
11/19 - Marcus Eldridge
11/25 - Kevin Robinson
11/26 - Marcus Eldridge 

WELCOME TO CISCO’S AMIGOS

FREE APPETIZER 
(up to $6.99)

With coupon. Not valid with any other offers. Expires 12/15/11.

209 Commerce St.
“Old Town”  Tomball

281-351-7572

NOW OPEN

Commerce St.

FM 2920 (Main St.)Ch
er

ry
 S

t.

W
al

nu
t S

t.

Full Service Catering and Take out

Book Your Holiday Fiesta in our New Banquet Facility

HEALTHY LAWN YEAR ROUND

Call for a FREE Estimate
& Lawn Analysis

281.681.1025 {0} 
281.419.5311 {f}

www.lawnrangercompany.com

$25 OFF
Brown Patch 
Treatment
with Green Lawn 
System Program

Expires: 12/31/11
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THE SKYLIGHT EXPERT

713-466-1551
1142 Shadowdale

Houston, TX 77042

NO LEAKS GUARANTEED!

Before... ...After

Qualifi es for

10%
Federal
TAX 

CREDIT

Give the Gift of Light this Holiday Season

$35 OFF
INSTALL

OF ONE Sun Tunnel*
Mention offer or present 

coupon. Expires 12/23/11
*Call for details

Replace this... ...with this. 

SKYLIGHTS
NEW • REPAIR • REPLACEMENT

www.InnovativeSkylights.com

$55 OFF
INSTALL
OF TWO or More 

Sun Tunnel*
Mention offer or present 

coupon. Expires 12/23/11
*Call for details


