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Sales and property tax 
revenues increase

Woodlands 2012 budget calls for tax cut

Road projects keep up with rapid growth of the community

Plans are underway to expand Woodlands Parkway to six lanes between Grogan’s Mill Road and East 
Panther Creek to alleviate increases in traffic.

By Brian Walzel
With a population of more than 97,000 

and thousands more traveling The Wood-
lands streets for business, entertainment or 
just a shortcut, government and commu-
nity leaders face the task of keeping traffic 
moving as quickly as residents move in.

The result has been new roads, roadway 
expansions and more than 300 electronic 
cameras that help control traffic flow. 

Building process
As with any residential development, 

The Woodlands is responsible for building 
its own roads, Montgomery County Pre-
cinct 3 Commissioner Ed Chance said.

“The developments and develop-
ers build 95 percent of the roadways [in  
The Woodlands],” Chance said.

Once the roadways are built by the devel-
opment, in this case The Woodlands Devel-
opment Company, they are turned over to 

Montgomery County for operational con-
trol and maintenance. A specially created 
utility district also helps fund improve-
ments and expansions of roadways in  
The Woodlands. 

The Woodlands Road Utility District  
No. 1 was created in 1991 and encompasses 
2,424 acres, mostly in Town Center and the 
Research Forest Drive area.

“Our secret weapon is the road district,” 
said Mike Page, spokesman for the WRUD.

The district levies a 41 cent tax on busi-
nesses that lie within its boundaries. The 
tax revenue is then used to pay off bonds, 
Page said. In 2009, the WRUD was issued 
$13 million in bonds, which it used to help 
pay for projects such as the recently com-
pleted expansion of Research Forest Drive.

“The result of all that has been we’ve been 
able to expand our major thoroughfares 
way in advance of when the state would 
have gotten around to doing it,” Page said.

By Jonathan Garris and Brian Walzel
Residents of The Woodlands 

will see a slight decrease in 
their property tax bill next year 
after The Woodlands Township 
approved its 2012 budget which 
included a property tax cut. The 
approved 2012 rate is 32.5 cents, 
a 0.24 cent decrease from the cur-
rent rate of 32.74 cents per $100 of 
taxable value. 

Monique Sharp, assistant gen-
eral manager for finance and 

administration for the township, 
said the hope was to either retain 
the current tax rate or lower it.

“Anytime we can lower the 
tax rate for our citizens, that’s 
always a goal going into each 
budget process,” Sharp said, 
“to maintain [the rate] without  
impacting services.”

According to Sharp, the average 
home in The Woodlands is valued 
at $320,537, up from $314,698 last 
year. Based on the new tax rate, 
the average tax bill for a home-
owner in The Woodlands in 2012 
will be $1,510.50, a difference of 
$21.18 from this year’s rate.

Despite the property tax cut, 
the township is still expecting a 
significant increase in revenue, 
due to increased property values 
and higher revenues in sales and 
hotel occupancy taxes.

“I would say [the revenue 
increase] is because we have 
a strong tax base, not only in 
property tax, but sales tax and 
hotel occupancy,” Sharp said. 
“Those [hotel occupancy and 
sales taxes] reduce our prop-
erty tax requirement, and we 
have experienced growth.” 

Traffic relief
One of the congested areas that is now 

being addressing  the county and the 
WRUD is a four-lane stretch of Woodlands 
Parkway between Grogan’s Mill Road and 
East Panther Creek Drive. According to a 
study conducted by Atkins Engineers in 
May, 67,347 vehicles travel the .962-mile 
stretch every day.

The cause of the congestion, Koehler 
said, are the camera-controlled inter-
sections along Woodlands Parkway and  
Grogan’s Mill Road, which are set to differ-
ent timed changes. 

Vehicles traveling north and south on 
Grogan’s Mill Road and turning west onto 
Woodlands Parkway create a bottleneck 
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SAWDUST @ INTERSTATE 45
Construction report:
Expansion from four lanes to six lanes from I-45 to 
Grogan’s Mill Road, completed in 2007

Traffic counts: 2009: 50,969
                         2010: 50,914
                         2011: 46,136

 

-4,833
FROM 2009–2011

KUYKENDAHL ROAD
Construction report:
Expand and upgrade from two-lane to two- and four-lane 
pavement, from Augusta Pines Dr. to Creekside Forest Dr.

Est. cost: $5.7 million 
Est. completion: Dec. 2011
 

Traffic counts:  2009: 19,644
                         2010: 14,511
                         2011: 13,310

 

-6,334
FROM 2009–2011

RESEARCH FOREST DRIVE
Construction report:
Expansion from four to six lanes between I-45 and 
Shadowbend Drive, completed in 2011

Funding: Woodlands Road Utility District No. 1

Traffic counts: 2009: 41,233
                         2010: 37,795
                         2011: 33,573

 

-7,660

Hike and bike trail to remain unchanged

One lane of expansion on each side of 
Woodlands Parkway between Grogan’s Mill Rd. 
and E. Panther Creek Dr.

WOODLANDS PKWY.

(daily totals)

(daily totals)

(daily totals)

Funding: Harris County Pct. 3, 
federal, Woodlands Road 
Utility District No. 1, grants

Funding: Harris County Pct. 4, 
The Woodlands Road 
Utility District No. 1

Funding: Not yet funded

-4,215
FROM 2009–2011

As the population in The Woodlands continues to escalate, regional transportation authorities are working to expand existing roadways and 
construct new ones in order to keep traffic flowing at a steady pace. Several road expansion and construction projects in The Woodlands 
have either been completed, or are in the works. This map shows how many vehicles pass through some of the heaviest traveled roadways 
in The Woodlands and the projects designed to alleviate traffic congestion.

THE STATE OF WOODLANDS TRAFFICGROGAN’S MILL ROAD
Construction report:
Expansion of Grogan's Mill Road from Woodlands
Parkway to Research Forest Drive

Est. cost: $16 million 
Est. completion: TBD

Traffic counts:  2009: 19,832
                         2010: 21,218
                         2011: 21,989

WOODLANDS PARKWAY
Construction report:
Expansion from four lanes to six lanes between Grogan's 
Mill Rd. and E. Panther Creek Drive to begin construction 
in 2012

Est. cost: $6.5 million 
Est. start date: June 2012
Est. completion: Dec. 2013 

Traffic counts: 2009: 53,908
                         2010: 54,821
                         2011: 67,347

 

+13,439
FROM 2009–2011

(daily totals)

(daily totals) +2,157
FROM 2009–2011
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Funding: Westwood Magnolia 
Pkwy. Improvement District

Funding: Federal, Montgom-
ery County Pct. 3, Woodlands 
Road Utility District No. 1 

4RESEARCH FOREST DRIVE EXT.
Construction report:
Extension of two lanes of Research Forest Dr. from Bear
Branch Crossing Dr. to Egypt Ln. with a four-lane intersection

Est. cost: $2.7 million
Est. completion: 2012

Traffic counts:  2009: 8,797
                         2010: 9,283
                         2011: 8,759 

-38
FROM 2009–2011

FROM 2009–2011

Proposed Construction

Under Construction

Completed Expansion
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HWY. 242 @ INTERSTATE 45
Construction report:
Const. of two one-lane flyovers, one from I-45 N. connecting to 
Hwy. 242 west, one from Hwy. 242 east connecting to I-45 S.

Westbound: $37.2 million         Southbound: $9.6 million
Est. start date: Feb. 2012          Est. start date: Sept. 2012
Est. completion: Feb. 2014       Est. completion: Sept. 2014
Funding: Montgomery County 

Traffic counts:  2009: 56,435
                         2010: 51,997
                         2011: 52,220

 

(daily totals)

Hwy. 242 to I-45 S.
(One lane flyover)

I-45 N. to Hwy. 242
(One lane flyover)

6 7

(daily totals)

-4,215
FROM 2009–2011

242

Inaugural Issue

Traffic plan continues to 
stay ahead of the curve

Source: The Woodlands Township

Where 
do your
tax 
dollars 
go?

2011
2012

32.74¢

32.50¢
-.24¢

General government   4.49¢

Law enforcement   7.13¢

Parks and recreation    6.00¢

Community services   7.65¢

Community relations   0.72¢

Capital outlay   2.74¢

Debt service   2.41¢

Capital and operating reserve  1.36¢

WOODLANDS TOWNSHIP
TAX RATE
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Grand opening
in The Falls at Imperial Oaks

GHBA Recreation Center of the Year
and Developer of the Year

Conroe ISD Schools with On-Site
Elementary School

www.fallsatimperialoaks.com

Sawdust Rd. Rayford Rd.

Robinson Rd.

Im
pe

ria
l O

ak
s 

Bl
vd

.

Woodlands Mall

Northridge 
  Forest

Aldine W
estfield

N

Riley F
uzze

l R
d. Hardy Toll Rd. 

45

LOCATION:
• 6 minutes to Woodlands Mall
• 15 minutes to IAH
• 30 minutes to Downtown

The Falls at Imperial Oaks also is the natural choice for your next home with State-of-the-Art
Fitness Facilities, Junior Olympic Pool, Water Park, Splash Pad, Walking Trails and Dog Park.

Edgewater – from the $190s
281-249-7727

Holly Creek – from the $260s
281-249-7725

Windsomg Manor – from the $220s

Coming Soon!

Summit Springs – from the $160s
281-419-4748

days only –
september 30 - OCTOBER 23

featuring David Weekley Homes and Lennar Homes
NEW SECTIONS NOW OPEN!

David Weekley Homes

Ask about our 
One Time Only 
Grand Opening Special!

Lennar Homes

Special upgraded home
automation package
during the Grand
Opening only!
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In the last few months I 
have canvassed The Wood-
lands, Oak Ridge North 
and Shenandoah com-
munities, speaking with 
dozens of business own-

ers and taxpayers about the local issues 
affecting them daily. For every question 
I posed about the state of the future road 
expansions or how growth was chang-
ing the community, I received differing 
answers, each with a new source but equal 
uncertainty. These conversations have 
only emphasized the need for a hyperlo-
cal publication like Community Impact 
Newspaper that disseminates information 
in a clear, concise manner.

With Community Impact Newspaper, 
every local consumer and business owner 
is reached. Delivering a free publication 
through the mail ensures that “everyone 
gets it.” Our mission is clear: to provide 
area residents and business owners with 

BHNW139176 • 10”X2.94” • CAR

www.BMWoftheWoodlands.com

Market Publisher’s Note  Contents

Who We Are Connect Online

Jason Culpepper
jculpepper@impactnews.com

 4 Impacts

 6 Calendar

 7 Tourism 
  Waterway cruisers undergo   
       restoration

 8 City and Township

 9 Education

9601 Jones Road, Ste. 222
Houston, TX 77065 • 281-469-6181
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About us

Community Impact Newspaper, owned by John 
and Jennifer Garrett, is Texas’ fastest growing 
news organization. We now distribute to more than 
750,000 homes and businesses in 12 markets in 
the Austin, Houston and DFW metro areas.
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Find online-exclusive content at  
impactnews.com/the-woodlands

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com/signup

July employment trends

Houston/Sugar Land/Baytown unemployment—8.9%
Down from 9% in June

State unemployment—8.4%*
Up from 8.2%* in June

National unemployment—9.1%*
Down from 9.2%* in June

In the Houston area, the mining/logging sector added 
1,300 jobs; education and health services added 2,200 
jobs; professional and business services lost 1,800 
jobs; government lost 14,300 jobs.**

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission

*Seasonally adjusted numbers     **Preliminary data

 10 Business 
  The Candy House

  Bike Lane

14 Dining 
  Gourmet Bakery & Cafe

17 People  
  Bruce Tough

18 History 
  The Village of Grogan’s Mill

19  Real Estate

News

Features

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_wdl

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/facebook-wdl

a free monthly publication; one that is 
full of news and information that impacts 
their lives, businesses and community; 
and bridges the communication gap 
between the citizenry and our elected 
public officials.

Some of the features we are excited 
to present each month include stories 
on small businesses, community leader 
profiles, restaurant reviews, residential 
real estate data and news and notes from 
around the area. Our emphasis is and will 
be local.

If you have any questions or ideas for the 
newspaper, please call 281-469-6181 or send 
an e-mail to jculpepper@impactnews.com. 
Visit www.impactnews.com for additional 
content. As expected, it’s free.

What is Community Impact Newspaper?
Publisher John Garrett began Community Impact Newspaper 
in 2005 after realizing the need for news with a hyperlocal 
focus in the North Austin area. It has grown to include eight 
editions in Central Texas, two in Northwest Houston and one 
in the Dallas/Fort Worth area. Now this same intelligent and 
nonbiased coverage is being distributed to residents in  
The Woodlands.
 
Why is it free?
Readers will not be billed because the paper is ad supported. 
Editorial content is never paid for and has a journalistic 
integrity uncommon for a free publication. 

Who gets it?
The paper is mailed monthly to all homes and businesses 
in the coverage area. We do not mail to post office boxes, 
but copies are available at the South Montgomery County 
Chamber of Commerce, at the Community Impact Newspaper 
office in Cy-Fair and online at www.impactnews.com.
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dipping sauces in a casual setting. 
281-292-6385, www.coalburger.com

7  Brazos Transit District’s Sterling Ridge 
Park and Ride, 8001 McBeth Way, offers 
bus routes to downtown Houston every 20 
minutes beginning at 5:25 a.m. The Park 
and Ride currently offers a limited service 
with limited available spaces. $10 (round 
trip ticket). 832-813-0809, www.btd.org

8  Located in the heart of The Woodlands 
entertainment district at 24 Waterway 
Ave., The Exchange offers a distinctive 
concept to the happy hour and after 
hours crowd. Beer prices change every 20 
minutes based on supply and demand. 
Flat-screen televisions show live sports and 
a private room is available for reservations. 
832-349-2809

9  Offering properties in The Woodlands, 
Magnolia, Spring, Conroe and the 
surrounding communities, as well as 
international and commercial properties, 
Exit Lone Star Realty has opened its new 
office at 25210 Grogan’s Mill Road for its 
staff of 20 full-time agents. 281-292-8886, 
www.exitlonestarrealty.com

Now Open

1  Known as “the next generation salad 
bar,” Salata, located at 9595 Six Pines 
Drive, Ste. 1010, at Market Street - The 
Woodlands, lets customers create their 
own tossed-to-order fresh and healthy 
salad and salad wraps, as well as signature 
soups and bite-sized desserts. The 
restaurant also offers delivery and catering 
services. 281-465-0775, 
www.mysalata.com

2  Featuring products tailored to the 
north Woodlands area, H-E-B has 
opened its newest location, its third in 
The Woodlands, at 3601 FM 1488. The 
store includes meat, seafood and produce 
markets, a full-service deli, sushi bar, 
cheese bar, bakery and fresh guacamole 
bar. Other amenities include a fuel station 
and car wash. 936-271-2730, www.heb.com 

3  Located in the Grogan’s Mill Village 
Center at 2230 Buckthorne Place, Ste. 100, 
Wonderwild features indoor playgrounds 
for children and toddlers. Playgrounds 
feature inflatable obstacle courses and 
toddler play areas. Wonderwild is available 

for open play during the week and 
birthday parties on weekends. 
281-419-1044, www.gowonderwild.com

4  Luca and Leonardo Ristorante offers 
traditional Italian food from all regions 
of Italy. Centrally located along The 
Woodlands Waterway at 20 Waterway 
Ave., the restaurant features an extensive 
wine menu, with 40 fixed-price Italian 
wines. 832-510-2110, 
www.lucaleonardo.com

5  With three clay tennis courts and nine 
hard courts, The Club, at 6130 Auburn 
Lakes Drive, private tennis club offers a 
host of amenities and services for local 
tennis players. Membership allows users 
access to showers, locker rooms, steam 
rooms, an indoor lap pool, outdoor kids 
pool, a pro shop and on-site restaurant. 
The Club also offers lessons for kids and 
adults. 832-559-7443, 
www.ourtennisclub.co

6  Coal Burger, 20 Waterway Ave., Ste. 
150, the “coal-fired burgeria,” serves up all-
natural grass fed and organic hamburgers 
and chicken sandwiches with house-made 
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AUASCAPES
POOLS&SPAS

Discover your 
backyard’s 
potential!

• Pool Tile Cleaning 
• Weekly/Monthly 

   Maintenance 
• Landscape & Outdoor 

   Lighting 
• New Construction 

   & Remodeling
• Outdoor Kitchens 

   & Arbors
• Fire Pits & Features

25310 FM 2978
TOMBALL, 77375

281-351-1800
www.WeGetYouWet.com
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Mi Cocina brings casual Tex-Mex dining to The 
Woodlands Mall.

Assistant General Manager Ted Pappas recently 
helped open Coal Burger at 20 Waterway Ave. 

10 Providing patrons with a choice 
of among 312,120 different burger 
combinations, The Counter: Custom Built 
Burgers provides a unique concept to the 
classic burger joint. It features industrial 
decor, today’s music and creative burger 
options and is located in Market Street at 
9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 1000. 
281-231-2147, www.thecounterburger.com

Coming Soon

11  A women’s fashion footwear boutique, 
Marmi, is opening its 22nd nationwide 
location in Market Street – The Woodlands 
at 9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 625 in mid-
September. The store features ladies shoes 
from sizes 4 to 12 and widths from slim to 
wide, as well as handbags and accessories. 
281-292-0651, www.marmishoes.com

12  Research Hotel Partners, L.P. 
has purchased a 4.3–acre site at the 
intersection of Research Forest Drive and 
Grogan’s Mill Road to construct Hyatt 
Place Hotel. The hotel is being developed 
by New Horizons Hospitality and will 
include 145 guestrooms and suites, along 
with 4,500 square feet of meeting room. 
Construction is scheduled to begin mid- 
2012, with an opening planned for 2013.

13 The Woodlands Waterway will be 
home to Yucatan Taco Stand & Tequila 
Bar beginning on Sept. 20 at 24 Waterway 
Ave. With its fourth location and first in 
the Houston area, Yucatan Taco Stand 
serves fresh Latin cuisine in a fast casual 
environment with indoor and outdoor 
dining and live music on Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday. The bar serves more than 75 
brands of 100 percent agave tequila, as well 
as distinctive cocktails, 
www.yucatantacostand1.com

14  Developed by D’Agostino, College 
Park Medical Plaza is a 30,000–square– 
foot medical office building under 
construction at 3117 Hwy. 242. The facility 
is adjacent to St. Luke’s The Woodlands 
Hospital and is scheduled to open to 
occupants in the first quarter  
of 2012. 

15 The Container Store is under 
construction and will open Nov. 19 in 
the site formerly occupied by Circuit City 
across from The Woodlands Mall. The 
store, at 1455 Lake Woodlands Drive, 
offers storage products and tools for 
customers to get more organized, 
www.containerstore.com

16 MCrowd Restaurant Group is opening 
its first Houston-area location, and 20th 
in Texas, of Mi Cocina at The Woodlands 
Mall, 1201 Lake Woodlands Drive, Ste. 
304, in late October/early November. The 
restaurant features traditional Tex-Mex 
and distinctive Mexican food creations in a 
contemporary, modern setting,  
www.mcrowd.com

17  Overlooking the scenic Woodlands 
Waterway at 20 Waterway Ave., La Lupita 
offers a wide variety of upscale Mexican 
cuisine and cocktails, as well as handmade 
tortillas. Projected opening date is mid-
September. 832-510-2210,  
www.lalupita-restaurant.com

18 Greystar Real Estate partners has 
purchased a 12.4–acre site off South 
Millbend Drive in the Village of Grogan’s 
Mill for a proposed 300-unit upscale 
apartment community opening in late 
2012. The facility is being built at the site 
of the former Woodlands Athletic Center. 
The community will offer 1–, 2– and 3–
bedroom units with modern amenities 
and design, full-size washers and dryers in 
each unit, a resort-style pool with cabana, 
tanning room, cyber cafe and dog park.

Relocation

19 The Woodlands Art League has 
moved to 9595 Six Pines Drive, Ste. 1200 
in Market Street – The Woodlands. The 
Woodlands Art League offers a variety of 
classes including drawing, painting and 
children’s classes. The gallery also features 
more than 100 pieces of art for sale created 
by local artists. 281-419-1980, 
www.woodlandsartleague.org

School News

20 Timber Creek Elementary, Tomball 
Independent School District’s second 
kindergarten-6th grade campus in The 
Woodlands, is under construction and 
will open in the fall of 2012 with a capacity 
of 750 students. The 112,000-square-foot 
school will be at Kuykendahl Road and 
Creekside Green Drive, 
www.tomballisd.net

Anniversary

21 The South Montgomery County 
Shadowbend YMCA, 6145 Shadowbend, 
celebrates its 25th anniversary on Sept. 
21 with a cake and punch. The YMCA 
will offer $25 memberships, which are 
good for all three Woodlands locations, 
in celebration of its anniversary. 
Shawdowbend YMCA opened in 1986. 
Alumni members are encouraged to 
attend the event. 281-367-9622, 
www.ymcahouston.org

The Woodlands Art League members enjoy a painting class led by Clayton Beck, visiting artist  
from Chicago.

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
E-mail wdlnews@impactnews.com.
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The Oaks  
The Woodlands

PanTher Trail 
The Woodlands

lake WindcresT 
Magnolia

MagnOlia creek 
league CiTy

sOuTh shOre harbOur 
league CiTy

FOr a liMiTed  
TiMe, jOin WiTh  

a Friend FOr  
Only $500 each! 
This is a savings of $500 

per membership!

FOr MOre  
inFOrMaTiOn,  

call aMber aT  
877-695-4347.

Two year membership required for  
price offered. offer expires 9/30/11.  

other restrictions may apply.

The Oaks, The Woodlands
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Worth the drive
Oct. 8–Nov. 2 
Texas Renaissance Festival
The 37th Annual Texas Renaissance Festival 
features the sights, sounds and tastes of the 
16th Century over eight themed weekends 
on 50 acres of land. Guests can visit more 
than 340 shops and food vendors and catch 
a show among the more than 500 costumed 
performers on 17 stages. $25 (adults), $12 
(children) • Advance tickets also available 
9 a.m. to dusk • 21778 FM 1774, Plantersville 
800-458-3435 • www.texrenfest.com

Find more or submit The Woodlands events at  
www.impactnews.com/the-woodlands/calendar.

For a full list of Houston Metro events visit  
www.impactnews.com/houston-metro/calendar.

To have The Woodlands events included in the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the fourth Friday of the month.

Oct. 1, 4
By Brian Walzel

Now in its 28th year, National Night Out, a community-wide drug and crime prevention watch 
program, has grown to include more than 37 million participants in all 50 states. The event 
has become so successful, The Woodlands has expanded the program to a two-day event.

Before the nationwide neighborhood gatherings Oct. 4, The Woodlands is hosting  a kickoff 
event Oct. 1 at Northshore Park from 1–5 p.m. There, local residents will have the opportunity 
to get a glimpse of some of the equipment and activities local, state and national law 
enforcement personnel use in fighting crime and in emergency response. 

Among the attractions available to local residents include a Homeland Security armored 
vehicle, fire trucks, ambulances and mobile command units. Law enforcement personnel will  
provide live demonstrations of narcotic, explosive detection and apprehension police dog 
units.

Free parking for the kickoff party is available at AON Hewitt, located at 2601 Research Forest 
Drive. The official National Night Out on Oct. 4 will be a chance for residents to get to know 
their neighbors and police officers who patrol their streets. Among the departments that will 
be taking part is the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office. 

“[National Night Out] is an opportunity to put names and faces together, to ask questions, to 
meet their neighbors, and to learn to watch out for each other,” said Lt. Dan Norris.

Organizers encourage residents to gather in their neighborhoods between 5:30 and 8 p.m. 

Free • Northshore Park, 2505 Lake Woodlands Drive, (Oct. 1 kickoff); local neighborhoods 
(Oct. 4) • 281-210-3800 • www.nationalnightout.org
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Members of the Department of Homeland Security show an armored vehicle to children attending 
last year’s National Night Out.

National Night Out

8 10 for Texas
The sixth annual 10 for Texas 10–mile race 
and One 4 Texas Kids’ Fun Run through The 
Woodlands is produced by the Parks and 
Recreation Department and Luke’s Locker. 
This year’s event aims for zero waste through 
sustainable efforts. The race is limited to 2,200 
entrants. Registration $45–50. 7 a.m. (Kids 
Fun Run), 7:30 a.m. (10 for Texas) • Market 
Street - The Woodlands, 9595 Six Pines Drive, 
The Woodlands • 281-210-3882
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Celebration of Excellence
The Celebration of Excellence Gala, benefiting 
Interfaith of The Woodlands, honors the 
2011 Hometown Heroes for induction into 
The Woodlands’ Hometown Heroes Hall of 
Fame, which was established in 1999. The 
Hometown Heroes program recognizes 
the volunteer efforts of local residents and 
community members who serve as local role 
models. 6–11 p.m. • $150 • The Woodlands 
Waterway Marriott, 1601 Lake Woodlands 
Drive, The Woodlands • 281-615-8221 
www.woodlandschamber.org 

 

September
10 Stiletto Sprint
The Second Annual iGoPink Stiletto 
Sprint benefits Breast Cancer Charities of 
America’s network of hospitals and support 
organizations. Women’s, men’s and Adult 
Sneaker categories included. 9 a.m.–noon  
Registration begins at 7:30 a.m. • $100 
donation • Market Street – The Woodlands, 
9595 Six Pines Drive, The Woodlands
www.stilettosprint.com

10–Oct. 1 Live at Night 
Live at Night at Waterway Square features 
live music every Saturday night at Waterway 
Square Place. Headlining acts include Folk 
Family Revival (Sept. 10), Southern Slang 
(Sept. 17), Bayou Roux (Sept. 24) and Yelba 
(Oct. 1). 6–9 p.m. • Free • Intersection of 
Waterway Avenue and Waterway Square 
Place, The Woodlands • 281-363-2447
www.thewoodlandscvb.com

17 Arts in the Park
Arts in the Park honors Hispanic Heritage 
Month with live performances showcasing 
Hispanic heritage, arts and crafts created by 
local artists, kids activities and live music. 
4–8 p.m. • Free • Rob Fleming Park, 6055 
Creekside Forest Drive, The Woodlands 
281-210-3900 • www.woodlandstownship-tx.gov

23–25 Dragon Boat Challenge
13th Annual YMCA Dragon Boat Challenge 
features races of 40-foot long, colorful, 
dragon-headed canoes powered by 20-plus 
member teams. The event is designed to build 
community spirit among local corporations, 
high school teams, civic groups and local 
citizens. 8 a.m.–6 p.m. • Free to attend 
Northshore Park, 2505 Lake Woodlands Drive, 
The Woodlands • 281-363-8100
www.ymcadragonboat.org

October
1 “Denim & Diamonds” Gala
Panther Creek Inspiration Ranch “Denim & 
Diamonds” Gala benefits the ranch’s efforts 
in equine therapy for children and adults with 
special needs. Event includes a silent auction 
and raffle for an 18-karat yellow and white 
gold Matlese diamond pendant. 6 p.m. • $150 
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott, 1601 Lake 
Robbins Drive, The Woodlands • 713-302-3640 
www.denimanddiamondpci.org

3–9 Insperity Championship
The PGA Tour’s Insperity Championship Golf 
Tournament at The Woodlands Country Club 
Tournament Course (formerly the Administaff 
Small Business Classic) features 78 of the 
best Champions Tour pros when they battle 
for a $1.7 million purse. This year’s event 
is being played at The Woodlands Country 
Club Tournament Players Course, with 
championship rounds on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday. 10 a.m. (Oct. 7), 8:30 a.m. (Oct. 
8–9) • Free • 100 Grand Fairway Drive, The 
Woodlands • www.administaffclassic.com

Online Calendar
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All prices + TTL. Pictures & colors for illustration only. 
Warranty is Limited Powertrain Warranty. For Details See 
Dealer or Go to KIA.com. All MPG HWY Are EPA Estimates 

On The Window Sticker.

443 IH 45 S.
5 Miles North of The Woodlands

www.cowboykia.com

$12,988

$22,988

NEW

NEW

2012 KIA 
SEDONA

2012 KIA 
SOUL

{

{

★  5-Star Safety Rating
★  1.9% APR Available 

or $4,000 cash 
back W.A.C

Sale Price $22,488 
w/$500 competitive/loyalty. 

UP TO 38 MPG

UP TO 33 MPG

2012 KIA 
SORENTO

NEW

1-800-NEW-KIAS

FM 2854

I-45

Hwy. 336

Frazier St.

Hardy Toll 

Road

CONROE

THE WOODLANDS

Old Montgomery Rd.
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See dealer for details.

$21,488

See dealer for details.
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TOURISM

Late last month, two of the six boats that 
comprise the fleet of Waterway Cruisers 
were taken out of the water for a facelift. 

The vessels, each 35 feet long, were 
removed by crane and transported to Pro-
fessional Yacht Management in Kemah for 
refurbishing. The project is being funded 
by the The Woodlands Convention and 
Visitors Bureau.

“[Professional Yacht Management] will 
fix them up, make them pretty, change 
the signage and graphics, and bring them 
to a quality condition that people in The 
Woodlands expect,” said Nick Wolda, 
president of the CVB.

The renovation process for each pair of 
boats will take six to eight weeks, with an 
estimated time frame of 18–24 months for 
the entire fleet, Wolda said.

Professional Yacht Management was 
chosen in July to conduct the refurbish-
ment after submitting the winning bid.

“It’s important to note that no local 
property taxes are being used,” Wolda said. 
“A portion of the hotel tax generated by 
visitors is used to improve The Woodlands 
as a destination, and a portion of that is 
being used on the renovation.”

John McBeth, CEO of the Brazos Transit 
District, which operates the boats, said that 
no federal or state funds would be used in 

Waterway cruiser fleet heads to Kemah for two-year restoration project

The six cruisers that provide tours along The Woodlands Waterway will be undergoing renovation over the 
next two years as part of a project of The Woodlands Convention and Visitors Bureau. 
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the refurbishment of the six cruisers.
Part of the renovation plan includes 

a contract with Landry’s Restaurants to 
provide catering services on one or more of 
the refurbished vessels.

“Landry’s is strategically located along 
the Waterway, and they have a variety of 
menus to serve from, including Grotto 
Ristorante, Vic & Anthony’s and others,” 
Wolda said. “They will also provide their 
own marketing and sales.”

After the first pair of refurbished boats is 
put back in the water, the CVB will deter-
mine what repairs and refurbishments will 
be made to the remainder of the fleet.

“We have an agreement to refurbish the 
boats at approximately $41,000 per boat,” 
Wolda said. “But there is flexibility in the 
contract to determine the process by which 
we do that. We won’t necessarily refurbish 
all six or [refurbish each] in the same way.”

Wolda said that the new paint jobs are 
designed and expected to last for 10 years.

All six boats have been in use at the 
Waterway since 2004. According to the 
BTD, annual ridership reached a peak of 
more than 50,000 in 2008 but has declined 
over the past two years.  

In early 2011, The Woodlands Develop-
ment Company gifted the fleet—appraised 
at $810,000—to the CVB.

“Even though the cruisers are highly 

visible, virtually no marketing attention 
has been placed on the boats,” Wolda said. 
“Our goal as the CVB team is to energize 
and revitalize them as a destination point 
for riders to enjoy.” 

The CVB also plans to make boats avail-
able for chartering and special events.

“We would like to have event boats, 
associated with particular themes like 
entertainers at the Pavilion,” Wolda said. 
“But we’ll continue to have one or two 
boats running up and down the Waterway 
on a regular schedule. That won’t change. 
Public transit will continue as usual.”Community Impact Newspaper 4.9167”x6.04””  jdollar@judestudios.com

www.woodlandscenter.org
281-363-3300

The CynThia Woods MiTChell Pavilion

lawn chairs are FRee. 
Picnics welcome 
(no outside beverages).

TickeTs can be purchased at The Pavilion Box Office, all Ticketmaster outlets, 
by calling 800-745-3000 or online at www.ticketmaster.com.
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Thursday, sepT. 15 
8 p.m. / Gates open 7 p.m. 
HoustoN sympHoNy

Brahms’ Violin
Concerto
Hans Graf, conductor  •  James Ehnes, violin

$15 orchestra seating
FRee mezzanine and lawn seating 
courtesy of The Wortham Foundation

A pillar of the concerto repertoire, Brahms’ Violin Concerto is 
one of the composer’s most tender works with lyrical melodies, 
brilliant technical fireworks and a sprinkle of Hungarian folk 
rhythms. Also on the program, Dvorák’s symphony No. 6 
captures a bit of the Czech national style within a standard 
Germanic classical-romantic form.

sponsored in part by

ˇ

INHISIMAGE
GOD’S DESIGN FOR
MANHOOD & WOMANHOOD

6 WEEK SERIES:
BEGINNING 
SUNDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 11TH

WOODLANDS POINT c o m m u n i t y  c h u r c h

WOODLANDS POINT
c o m m u n i t y  c h u r c h

YOU’RE INVITED 
TO

Meeting in The Woodlands High School 
6101 Research Forest Dr.  77381
Sundays at 10:30am

WOODLANDS POINT c o m m u n i t y  c h u r c h

WWW.WOODLANDSPOINT .ORG

CONNECT:

By Nathaniel Stone
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Fire department seeks to retain collective bargaining rights 

Woodlands Township voters will decide 
in November if The Woodlands Fire 
Department should retain its collective 
bargaining rights. The department has 
had collective bargaining rights over labor 
issues with the township since 1999.

When the township was established 
in 2009, a provision was adopted that 
allowed for the fire department to petition 
for collective bargaining rights any time 
before Dec. 31, 2011.

Mary Connell, director of community 
relations for the township, said the town-
ship received the petition with 84 signa-
tures, more than the required 50 percent 
of firefighters in The Woodlands, in July. 

The petition provides for a proposition on 
the November ballot that will ask voters to 
either vote for or against the department’s 
right to collectively bargain.

Woodlands Firefighter Association 
President Doug Adams said the depart-
ment has had collective bargaining rights 
since 1999. But under the new township 
legislation, the voters must decide whether 
the department retains that right.

“Our situation is so unique in The 
Woodlands, from the way we’ve transi-
tioned from essentially a homeowner’s 
association to a form of government that’s 
a political entity,” Adams said. “But at 
the legislative level, there’s nothing that 

  City of Oak Ridge North
Bob Williams Memorial Council Chambers
27424 Robinson Road
281-292-4648
www.oakridgenorth.com

Sept. 12 and 26, 7 p.m.

  City of Shenandoah
City of Shenandoah Municipal Complex
29955 I-45 North
281-298-5522
www.shenandoahtx.com

Sept. 14 and 28, 7 p.m.

  The Woodlands Township
Township Service Center
2201 Lake Woodlands Drive
281-210-3800
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

Sept. 28, 6 p.m.

CITY AND TOWNSHIP Compiled by Brian Walzel

City retains 59-cent tax rate
The City of Oak Ridge North will retain 

its tax rate from the 2010–11 fiscal year as 
part of its $3.9 million budget for 2011–12 
which begins Oct. 1. However, by keeping  
the 59-cent rate unchanged, the city is 
planning for a drop in revenues from both 
property and sales taxes and is projecting 
revenues to account for $61,000 less in next 
year’s budget than in 2010–11. 

Property tax revenue is projected to 
decrease by $25,392, while sales tax revenue 
is expected to be down $36,210.

“Properties have decreased in value,” 
City Manager Vicky Rudy said, “They have 
gotten lower appraisals, just enough to drive 
revenues down a little bit.”

She attributed the drop off in sales tax 
revenue to a loss of business in the city.

“We’re on a campaign to try to help our 
businesses,” she said. “We hope to see some 
change in that. It’ll take some time.”

The city recently hired an assistant for 
the Economic Development Corporation, 
Susan Cates, who will work to help recruit 
new businesses.

The largest expenditure in the budget is 
city employee salaries, which total $1.8 mil-
lion, or 46 percent of the budget.

Other significant expenditures include 
several capital improvement projects. 
Among those, Rudy said, is a plan to 
improve the city’s water system and pos-
sibly replace a groundwater storage tank. 

Beginning next fiscal year, the city’s  
public works department will tackle several 
street repairs, including sealing repairs, 
filling pot holes and some road failures that 
need to be addressed, Rudy said. 

Shenandoah

Woodlands Township

Oak Ridge North

Meetings

City, Woodlands Township 
share police, fire protection 

 The City of Shenandoah now receives 
more fire protection and first responder 
capabilities because of a new agreement 
with The Woodlands Township. As part 
of the agreement, The Woodlands Fire 
Department will provide fire protection 
and first responder services to Shenan-
doah and its extra territorial district over 
the next 10 years. 

In exchange, Shenandoah provides 
police protection to some areas of The 
Woodlands, annual payments to the 
township and a new facility to house 
fire department staff and administrators 
while the department’s Central Fire Sta-
tion is rebuilt in 2012. 

Shenandoah City Administrator Greg 
Smith said the city receives fire protec-
tion from three stations in The Wood-
lands: the Central Fire Station, No. 2 
and No. 6.  He added that staff from the 
Central Fire Station will likely move into 
a newly-constructed facility at 298825 
I-45 North in Shenandoah in February.

In exchange, the Shenandoah police 
department provides 12 hours per day 

of police presence to areas shared by the 
city and the township, said Nick Wolda, 
director of community relations for 
the township. The Woodlands will also 
receive an annual payment of $655,000 
from Shenandoah for the life of the 
agreement for fire protection, while The 
Woodlands pays $195,000 per year for 
the added police protection.

The Woodlands Fire Department 
Chief Alan Benson said the agreement 
does not change the amount of fire 
protection residents in The Woodlands 
will receive.

PROPERTY TAX REVENUE

Source: City of Oak Ridge North

2012 (Budgeted): $695,954

2010: $721,346

2011: $695,954
Net Change: -$25,392

SALES TAX REVENUE

2012 (Budgeted): $1,213,000

2010: $1,249,534

2011: $1,213,324
Net Change: -$36,210

Despite a loss of $61,602 in tax revenue
from 2010 to 2011, the City of 

Oak Ridge North retains a 59¢ tax rate.

TAX RATE UNCHANGED
59¢

THE WOODLANDS FIRE DEPARTMENT
The Woodlands Fire Department provides the 

following services to The Woodlands and now 

the City of Shenandoah.

Services

•  Fire protection
•  Emergency medical care
•  Safety inspection
•  Emergency dispatch services 

Statistics

•  ISO rating 2
•  Fire stations 7*
•  Fire engines 4
•  Ladder trucks 4

Source: The Woodlands Fire Department
*Eighth station to open winter 2012.

Free Physician Referral Service, Available 24/7 • Call 281.401.7777 or visit www.TomballHospital.org 

Providing Health Care Excellence
U.S. News & World Report ranks 
Tomball Regional Medical Center 

among the Top 10 Best Hospitals in 
Houston, Texas list for 2011-12 with 

recogniti on in Gastroenterology, 
Geriatrics, and Pulmonology. 

transitions from a homeowner’s associa-
tion to a political association, even to a 
form of government that the Township is 
currently under.”

Adams said that The creation of the 
Township put the department’s bargaining 
rights in limbo.

“We didn’t know where we fit at that 
point in time,” Adams said.

By allowing collective bargaining rights, 
voters will provide the department the 
opportunity to negotiate labor issues with 
the township, such as working conditions, 
firefighter safety and salary issues.

“It puts everybody together to col-
laborate, if we have anything we need to 
address, we address it,” Adams said. “In 12 
years, there’s never been an issue.”
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EDUCATION

By Jonathan Garris
Sam Houston State University is aiming 

to have a new four-story $35 million build-
ing in the College Park corridor ready for 
students and faculty to move in and begin 
classes by summer 2012.

Despite delays, the new facility is esti-
mated to be completed in March 2012. The 
building is being constructed on a 7-acre 
plot of land near the Lone Star College-
University Center on Hwy. 242. The land 
was donated to the university by the Lone 
Star College System.

“Lone Star was gracious enough to 
[donate] us the land because we work so 
closely with them,” said Dr. Richard Egl-
saer, associate provost of academic affairs 
and services at SHSU. “The whole enter-
prise was thought out in conjunction with 
Lone Star. Many of the university systems 
got together to figure out how to better 
serve this area, and this project has been 
part of the end result.”

Once the new campus opens, SHSU stu-
dents will have the opportunity to enroll 
in freshman and sophomore level courses 
at LSC-University Center and upper level 
courses at the new campus, Eglsaer said. 

SHSU currently offers a variety of bach-
elor degree programs, including account-
ing, criminal justice, finance, psychology, 
marketing and sociology. The university 

SHSU to open new Woodlands campus at College Park

An architectural rendering of the new Sam Houston State University campus being built on Hwy. 242.
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also has a master’s program which includes 
concentrations such as business admin-
istration, public administration, political 
science and more. Professional degrees are 
also offered for counselor education, edu-
cational leadership and post-baccalaureate 
teacher certification.

Eglsaer said the new facility will not be 
considered separate from the main campus 
but instead is simply an extension of it.

“There won’t be a new dean or anything 
like that,” Eglsaer said. “All of our full time 
faculty will be teaching at the complex.”

Eglsaer stated that the new building will 
help continue Sam Houston State’s dedica-
tion to offering a wide variety of programs 
to students and servicing the educational 
needs of the community.

“We want to be a big part of the commu-
nity,” he said.

SHSU – The Woodlands at a glance

Sam Houston State University
LSC-University Center
3232 College Park Drive
The Woodlands 
936-273-7518

Through programs at the University Center and 
SHSU’s new $35 million campus, local students 
enrolled at SHSU can obtain a bachelor’s 
degree among several disciplines at the two 
campuses in The Woodlands. 

Undergraduate Degrees
Accounting 
Applied Arts and Sciences 
Banking & Financial Institutions 
Criminal Justice 
English 
Family & Consumer Sciences 
Finance 
General Business Administration 
History 
Interdisciplinary Academic Studies 
Management 
Marketing 
Political Science 
Psychology 
Sociology

Flag Football: The best alternative to tackle football by 
engaging ALL players in non-contact, continuous action while 
developing fundamental football skills. Ages 5-14.

LBA - Legends Basketball Academy: Unique blend of 
competitive league play along with weekly instruction. Ages 5-14.

Girls Volleyball: Progressive skills program with developmental 
league play. Ages 5-14.

Birthday Parties: Host a birthday party at Legends that all of 
your friends will be talking about. All you have to do is show up 
and take pictures; we will handle the rest, including the mess!

FITNESS & WELLNESS
Move Better, Feel Better, Look Better.

Personal Training: Every personal training program is 
customized to address your unique � tness pro� le.

Sports Performance Training: How to become faster, 
stronger, quicker no matter what sport you play.

Lil Kickers: A nationally renowned child development 
program based around soccer. Ages 18 m. to 9 yrs.

LSA - Legends Soccer Academy: The academy is a 3 v. 3 
format that quickly develops solid soccer skills. Weekly 
instruction along with league play. Ages 5-12.

ADULT SPORTS
Competitive and recreational divisions

CO-ED VOLLEYBALL
FLAG FOOTBALL
INDOOR SOCCER

BASKETBALL

602 Pruitt Rd. Spring, TX 77380
info@TheLegendsSportsComplex.com

(281) 298-5700
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The Candy House
27160 Glen Loch Drive
The Woodlands
281-367-0564

D onald Baker has spent more than 
two decades dishing out treats to 
his customers at the Candy House, 

the old-fashioned candy store he purchased 
with his wife and daughter in 1989.

“We are a Mom and Pop gift shop where 
you can be personally involved in choos-
ing the gifts you want and the candies you 
need,” Baker said from behind the counter 
of his shop with a sign with a brown house, 
candy cane chimney and lollipop window 
hanging behind his head. “I don’t think it’s 
that way at Target or Wal Mart. You can 
come in here and tell us what you want, 
and it makes it a little more personal.”

When Baker purchased the Candy 
House in 1989, it was located in the Pan-
ther Creek Shopping Center in The Wood-
lands. The store has since been relocated to 
Glen Loch Drive.

“At that point it seemed like an appeal-
ing venture we could carry on and main-
tain,” Baker said.

The purchase included another Candy 
House location in Conroe, which Baker 
closed after Christmas in 1992. Through-
out the years Baker has stocked his shop 
with picture frames, mugs and various 
gifts for birthdays or holidays.

“We’ve gone through various fads and 
phases, like pogs and Beanie Babies, but 
we also carry other lines of stuffed animals 
and gifts,” he said.

As far as the candy Baker sells, novelty 
candies like large jawbreakers and wax 
bottles, or old-fashioned treats like rock 
candy and swizzle sticks are available at 
the shop.

“We found the most popular [candy] 
for us is the Jelly Belly line,” Baker said. 
“Gummi candies have also become  
very popular.”

One of the Candy House’s biggest draws 
is homemade fudge, ranging in flavor from 

Donald Baker’s Candy House in the Village of Panther Creek offers old-fashioned candy favorites, as well 
as homemade fudge and flavored popcorn.

peanut butter chocolate to almond bark, 
Baker said. Caramel and cheese flavored 
popcorn is also made at the Candy House, 
which can be purchased in bags or tins.

Baker maintains a section in the store 
for children’s candy, or prepackaged candy, 
like Nerd Ropes or Pop Rocks. Candies 
like mint jawbreakers, Gummi flowers or 
chocolate rocks can be found inside Baker’s 
large glass candy jars and are sold based  
on weight.

The personal relationships formed 
with his customers over the years and the 
impact a visit to his store might have on  
a  child are two of Baker’s favorite parts  
of the job.

He has memories of visiting similar 
candy stores as a child and hopes younger 
children who visit his store will take a 
lifetime memory away from the Candy 
House, he said.

“I get great pleasure when a young child 
comes in and is in awe of everything they 
see,” he said. “It’s a thrill. It’s like Willy 
Wonka’s Chocolate Factory.”

By Marie Leonard

The Candy House
Throwback store serves up sweet treats
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Village Nannies is a premiere nanny placement agency that specializes 
in providing families a unique, con� dential and highly personalized 
service.....deciding on the right nanny to care for your child or children. 

Where fi nding your ʻMary Poppins’ is not 
simply a possibility....but a probability

The Winds of Change         Have Arrived

281-255-8366 • www.thevillagenannies.com • villagenannies@att.net

Complimentary    
      IN-HOME 
            CONSULTATIONS

The Candy House offers a variety of homemade fudge.
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Join us for live music

Genu    ine
T A S T I N G  R O O M

832-934-CORK (2675)
 6503 FM 1488, SUITE 401 

(Behind Chick-fi l-A) 
www.mygenuwine.com

Now Open Mondays 2–8 pm!

RELAX ON OUR 
OUTDOOR PATIO 

Mention this ad when you

Join our Wine Club
to receive a $10 Gift Card

towards your next visit.
Expires 10-13-11.

Live Music 
Thursday–Saturday
See website for details.

Featured artists include:

29
78

Eg
yp

t L
n.

1488

Duane Vincent

•  Daily Wine Tastings
•  Over 200 Wines to Choose From
•  Meeting Room Available
•  Wine Gifts & Accessories
•  Casual Gourmet Menu
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Bike Lane
Cycling shop custom fit for community

Almost 200 miles of hike 
and bike trails in The 
Woodlands and one of 

the Houston area’s most popular 
and scenic road cycling courses 
that travels through the Sam 
Houston National Forest provide 
a strong base for the success of 
cycling businesses in Montgom-
ery County. 

Herb and Jane Beimgraben 
have long been cycling enthusi-
asts, taking part in such events 
as the popular MS 150 bike ride 
from Houston to Austin. 

“It definitely was a passion that 
started us out,” Beimgraben said.

Before getting into the bike 
shop business, Beimgraben 
worked in the oil industry. At the 
time, he said, he was concerned 
about the direction the industry 
was going and was “looking for 
an opportunity.” It was then he 
read an article about “the death of 
the bike shop” in a cycling maga-
zine and saw his opportunity.

“It talked about little shops 

going out of business, and it was 
because [the owners] didn’t have 
the business background to run 
them,” Beimgraben said.

The husband and wife team 
first partnered with Bike Line, 
a cycling franchise store at FM 
1960 and I-45. After three years, 
the store became profitable and 
soon, Beimgraben said, became 
the top-selling cycling store in the 
nation. At that point Herb and 
Jane made the move to become 
independent.

“We asked [the owners] if we 
could buy out the contract, they 
said ‘sure,’” Beimgraben said. 
“We purchased the franchise and 
from then, it’s history. It’s been 
growing, one bike at a time.”

Although the initial Bike Line 
was located on FM 1960, the 
Beimgrabens saw a trend in their 
customer base that was too strong 
to ignore.

“This is where the customers 
were coming from,” Beimgraben 
said.

Jane said that 91 percent of the 
store’s customers were making 
the trip south from The Wood-
lands to shop at their Houston-
area store. They decided to buy 
out Bike Line, change the name 
to Bike Lane, pack up and move 
to where their customers were.

In 2008, they opened Bike 
Lane at the Sam Moon Shop-
ping Center, a larger site with the 
capacity to house more product. 
Beimgraben estimates the store 
has more than 300 bicycles for 
sale and more available to order. 

Prices range from about $130 
for a children’s bicycle to $5,000 
for a higher-end bicycle. Bike 
Lane also offers mountain bikes, 
road-racing hybrid bicycles, 
off-road bicycles and road-racing 
bicycles used in such events as 
the recent IronMan Triathlon 
that was held in The Woodlands 
in May.

“In general, we like to think 
of ourselves as a pretty complete 
bike store,” Beimgraben said.

Herb and Jane Beimgraben 
turned their passion of 

cycling into a successful 
business venture, opening 

Bike Lane in 2008.  

 Children’s bicycles can be custom fit.

 The Bike Lane features its own bicycle building  
 and repair shop.

Bike Lane
17937 I-45 South
Shenandoah • 936-321-0200
www.bikelanehouston.com

BUSINESS

By Brian Walzel
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SOBRIETY. 
Around here, it’s addictive.

Since 1990, we care for people struggling with drug or alcohol addiction, o�ering 
intensive outpatient therapy, adolescent treatment, sober living accommodations 

at nearby Momentum House (momentumhouse.com), and aftercare.
• Client satisfaction of more than 96% •
• Locations serving north Houston, 

   Cypress, Tomball, Copper�eld, 
   Spring, Champions, 

    and The Woodlands •

281.465.4500 or 1-87-SOBRIETY

 

(877.627.4389)

RightStep.com

L I V E  L I F E  S O B E R

Insurance Accepted 

45

Vision Park Blvd.

Shenandoah 
Park Dr.

Hope Rd.
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SAWDUST @ INTERSTATE 45
Construction report:
Expansion from four lanes to six lanes from I-45 to 
Grogan’s Mill Road, completed in 2007

Traffic counts: 2009: 50,969
                         2010: 50,914
                         2011: 46,136

 

-4,833
FROM 2009–2011

KUYKENDAHL ROAD
Construction report:
Expand and upgrade from two-lane to two- and four-lane 
pavement, from Augusta Pines Dr. to Creekside Forest Dr.

Est. cost: $5.7 million 
Est. completion: Dec. 2011
 

Traffic counts:  2009: 19,644
                         2010: 14,511
                         2011: 13,310

 

-6,334
FROM 2009–2011

RESEARCH FOREST DRIVE
Construction report:
Expansion from four to six lanes between I-45 and 
Shadowbend Drive, completed in 2011

Funding: Woodlands Road Utility District No. 1

Traffic counts: 2009: 41,233
                         2010: 37,795
                         2011: 33,573

 

-7,660

Hike and bike trail to remain unchanged

One lane of expansion on each side of 
Woodlands Parkway between Grogan’s Mill Rd. 
and E. Panther Creek Dr.

WOODLANDS PKWY.

(daily totals)

(daily totals)

(daily totals)

Funding: Harris County Pct. 3, 
federal, Woodlands Road 
Utility District No. 1, grants

Funding: Harris County Pct. 4, 
The Woodlands Road 
Utility District No. 1

Funding: Not yet funded

-4,215
FROM 2009–2011

As the population in The Woodlands continues to escalate, regional transportation authorities are working to expand existing roadways and 
construct new ones in order to keep traffic flowing at a steady pace. Several road expansion and construction projects in The Woodlands 
have either been completed, or are in the works. This map shows how many vehicles pass through some of the heaviest traveled roadways 
in The Woodlands and the projects designed to alleviate traffic congestion.

THE STATE OF WOODLANDS TRAFFICGROGAN’S MILL ROAD
Construction report:
Expansion of Grogan's Mill Road from Woodlands
Parkway to Research Forest Drive

Est. cost: $16 million 
Est. completion: TBD

Traffic counts:  2009: 19,832
                         2010: 21,218
                         2011: 21,989

WOODLANDS PARKWAY
Construction report:
Expansion from four lanes to six lanes between Grogan's 
Mill Rd. and E. Panther Creek Drive to begin construction 
in 2012

Est. cost: $6.5 million 
Est. start date: June 2012
Est. completion: Dec. 2013 

Traffic counts: 2009: 53,908
                         2010: 54,821
                         2011: 67,347

 

+13,439
FROM 2009–2011

(daily totals)

(daily totals) +2,157
FROM 2009–2011
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Funding: Westwood Magnolia 
Pkwy. Improvement District

Funding: Federal, Montgom-
ery County Pct. 3, Woodlands 
Road Utility District No. 1 

4RESEARCH FOREST DRIVE EXT.
Construction report:
Extension of two lanes of Research Forest Dr. from Bear
Branch Crossing Dr. to Egypt Ln. with a four-lane intersection

Est. cost: $2.7 million
Est. completion: 2012

Traffic counts:  2009: 8,797
                         2010: 9,283
                         2011: 8,759 

-38
FROM 2009–2011

FROM 2009–2011

Proposed Construction

Under Construction

Completed Expansion
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Map not to scale

HWY. 242 @ INTERSTATE 45
Construction report:
Const. of two one-lane flyovers, one from I-45 N. connecting to 
Hwy. 242 west, one from Hwy. 242 east connecting to I-45 S.

Westbound: $37.2 million         Southbound: $9.6 million
Est. start date: Feb. 2012          Est. start date: Sept. 2012
Est. completion: Feb. 2014       Est. completion: Sept. 2014
Funding: Montgomery County 

Traffic counts:  2009: 56,435
                         2010: 51,997
                         2011: 52,220

 

(daily totals)

Hwy. 242 to I-45 S.
(One lane flyover)

I-45 N. to Hwy. 242
(One lane flyover)

6 7

(daily totals)

-4,215
FROM 2009–2011

242

Traffic
Continued from | 1

on the parkway up to East Panther Creek. 
Woodlands Parkway was recently expanded 
to three lanes on each side from East Pan-
ther Creek west to Kuykendahl. 

Now, the utility district, county, state and 
federal entities are combining to expand 
Woodlands Parkway to six lanes between 
Grogan’s Mill Road and East Panther Creek 
Drive. According to the Texas Department 
of Transportation, the project comes with a 
$6.5 million price tag and is expected to be let 
in June 2012. Koehler said the county could 
begin moving utilities, such as fiber optic 
cables that control the traffic lights, in the  
next 90 days.

“It may take upwards of six to eight 
months to get everyone’s utilities out of the 
way,” Koehler said. “I would anticipate it’s 
going to be a fairly lengthy project.”

In the early stages is a plan to expand 
Grogan’s Mill Road between Woodlands 
Parkway and Research Forest. Montgom-
ery County Commissioners approved a 
November ballot item that asks voters to 
approve a bond issue for $200 million. 

One of the projects proposed is the 
Grogan’s Mill expansion. Chance said 
engineering studies need to be completed 
before a completion date or details about 
lane expansion could be confirmed. The 
cost of the project, he 
said, could be up to 
$16 million.

Tolled flyovers
The intersection 

seeing some of the 
heaviest traffic is 
Hwy. 242 and I-45, 
where more than 
52,000 cars per day 
travel west onto Hwy. 242, and more than 
48,000 travel east, according to the Atkins 
survey.

That has resulted in back-ups along the 
I-45 feeder road and exit ramp. To mitigate 
the traffic, Montgomery County is plan-
ning to construct a pair of flyovers, one 
traveling west from I-45 North onto Hwy. 
242 and one traveling south from Hwy. 242 
east onto I-45. 

TxDOT Director of Design Bill Brudnick 
said in an email that the flyover to Hwy. 242 
west project is expected to be let in Febru-
ary 2012 and has a construction time frame 
of 24 months with a cost of $37.2 million. 
The Hwy. 242 east to I-45 south portion 
will cost $9.6 million and will be let in Sep-
tember 2012, Brudnick said. 

Chance said the flyovers will be tolled 
travel only, which will generate the money 
to fund the construction project. 

Growth equals challenges 
Sawdust Road underwent an expansion 

to six lanes in 2007. However, it still sees 
more than 46,000 vehicles per day, making 
it the third-most congested intersection, 
according to the Atkins survey.

Although the number of residents in 

The Woodlands continues to increase, new 
road projects are alleviating traffic counts 
on some roads, such as Sawdust Road. 
Over the past year, 6 percent fewer vehicles 
traveled along Sawdust Road, the report by 
Atkins showed.

Such is the nature of population growth 
and traffic, Chance said.

“The growth is the biggest challenge. 
You always need additional lanes,” Chance 
said. “But you get to a point where you can’t  
add anymore.”

He estimated there are 1 million trips 
through The Woodlands per day, and that 
10,000 vehicles use Woodlands Parkway to 
travel from FM 2978 to I-45.

Northstar
To keep traffic through The Woodlands 

moving at a steady pace, a high-tech cam-
era system was implemented in 2004 by 
Montgomery County Precinct 3.

The Northstar system features more than 
300 electronic cameras at nearly every 
major intersection in The Woodlands. The 
cameras are linked by fiber optic cables to a 
control center in Conroe. 

“We needed to maintain our traffic sig-
nals in the most cost-efficient manner,” 
Chance said. “We were using the cameras 
already, this just required them to to be tied 
into one central location.”

According to information published on 
the system’s website, 
Northstar “has the 
ability to reprogram 
any traffic signal 
that is connected 
to [the] network, 
make any adjust-
ments to timing or 
detection devices, 
monitor traffic 
flows, retrieve traf-

fic volume data for timing studies [and] 
monitor utility power to intersections.”

Fred Koehler, traffic operations manager 
for Precinct 3, is in charge of the system’s 
operation. He said the cameras are synched 
with sensors at each intersection, which 
then electronically relays data that tells the 
traffic light when to change. 

Because of the system, Chance said, 
drivers in The Woodlands usually will not 
spend more than three minutes at a light. 

“Our focus is on monitoring traffic flow 
and expedite flow during congestion,” 
Koehler said.

Despite hundreds of traffic lights and 
more than 200,000 vehicles traveling 
through The Woodlands each day, the idea 
of the system is to move vehicles quickly 
and with as little delay as possible.

“Traffic signals are spaced so that the 
traffic can be coordinated,” said Robert 
Heineman, vice president of planning for 
The Woodlands Development Company.  
“The idea in The Woodlands is to be able to 
travel on a major thoroughfare at 45 miles 
per hour from east to west pretty much 
without stopping.”

Comment at impactnews.com

“The idea in The Woodlands is to be 
able to travel on a major thoroughfare 
at 45 miles per hour from east to west 
pretty much without stopping.”

–Robert Heineman
Vice President of Planning for  

The Woodlands Development Company
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SAWDUST @ INTERSTATE 45
Construction report:
Expansion from four lanes to six lanes from I-45 to 
Grogan’s Mill Road, completed in 2007

Traffic counts: 2009: 50,969
                         2010: 50,914
                         2011: 46,136

 

-4,833
FROM 2009–2011

KUYKENDAHL ROAD
Construction report:
Expand and upgrade from two-lane to two- and four-lane 
pavement, from Augusta Pines Dr. to Creekside Forest Dr.

Est. cost: $5.7 million 
Est. completion: Dec. 2011
 

Traffic counts:  2009: 19,644
                         2010: 14,511
                         2011: 13,310

 

-6,334
FROM 2009–2011

RESEARCH FOREST DRIVE
Construction report:
Expansion from four to six lanes between I-45 and 
Shadowbend Drive, completed in 2011

Funding: Woodlands Road Utility District No. 1

Traffic counts: 2009: 41,233
                         2010: 37,795
                         2011: 33,573
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Hike and bike trail to remain unchanged

One lane of expansion on each side of 
Woodlands Parkway between Grogan’s Mill Rd. 
and E. Panther Creek Dr.

WOODLANDS PKWY.

(daily totals)

(daily totals)

(daily totals)

Funding: Harris County Pct. 3, 
federal, Woodlands Road 
Utility District No. 1, grants

Funding: Harris County Pct. 4, 
The Woodlands Road 
Utility District No. 1

Funding: Not yet funded
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As the population in The Woodlands continues to escalate, regional transportation authorities are working to expand existing roadways and 
construct new ones in order to keep traffic flowing at a steady pace. Several road expansion and construction projects in The Woodlands 
have either been completed, or are in the works. This map shows how many vehicles pass through some of the heaviest traveled roadways 
in The Woodlands and the projects designed to alleviate traffic congestion.

THE STATE OF WOODLANDS TRAFFICGROGAN’S MILL ROAD
Construction report:
Expansion of Grogan's Mill Road from Woodlands
Parkway to Research Forest Drive

Est. cost: $16 million 
Est. completion: TBD

Traffic counts:  2009: 19,832
                         2010: 21,218
                         2011: 21,989

WOODLANDS PARKWAY
Construction report:
Expansion from four lanes to six lanes between Grogan's 
Mill Rd. and E. Panther Creek Drive to begin construction 
in 2012

Est. cost: $6.5 million 
Est. start date: June 2012
Est. completion: Dec. 2013 

Traffic counts: 2009: 53,908
                         2010: 54,821
                         2011: 67,347
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Funding: Westwood Magnolia 
Pkwy. Improvement District

Funding: Federal, Montgom-
ery County Pct. 3, Woodlands 
Road Utility District No. 1 

4RESEARCH FOREST DRIVE EXT.
Construction report:
Extension of two lanes of Research Forest Dr. from Bear
Branch Crossing Dr. to Egypt Ln. with a four-lane intersection

Est. cost: $2.7 million
Est. completion: 2012

Traffic counts:  2009: 8,797
                         2010: 9,283
                         2011: 8,759 
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HWY. 242 @ INTERSTATE 45
Construction report:
Const. of two one-lane flyovers, one from I-45 N. connecting to 
Hwy. 242 west, one from Hwy. 242 east connecting to I-45 S.

Westbound: $37.2 million         Southbound: $9.6 million
Est. start date: Feb. 2012          Est. start date: Sept. 2012
Est. completion: Feb. 2014       Est. completion: Sept. 2014
Funding: Montgomery County 

Traffic counts:  2009: 56,435
                         2010: 51,997
                         2011: 52,220
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Source: Montgomery County Precinct 3Sources:  Woodlands Development Company, Woodlands Road Utility District No. 1, Montgomery County Precinct 3, Texas Department of Transportation, LJA Engineering, PTP Transportation

orRED LIGHT
GREEN LIGHT
CAMERAS?

Travel speeds set the coordination 
of traffic signals. Driving at posted 
speed limits allow drivers to achieve 
best travel times with fewer stops. 
Signal coordination favors roads 
with heavier traffic. As the number 
of vehicles increase, so do green 
light cycles. 

The Northstar traffic system 
uses approximately 300 
cameras at most major 
intersections in The Wood-
lands to aid traffic flow. 
Camera light coordination 
and timing are based on 
several variables, including 
traveling speeds and traffic 
counts. Under ideal condi-
tions, vehicles moving in 
platoons at posted speeds 
could potentially travel along 
major arteries in The Wood-
lands with no or few stops at 
traffic lights. As more traffic 
lights are installed, the 
number of cameras increase 
with the goal of maintaining 
synchronization. Check out 
the Northstar system at 
www.mctraffic.org.

Vehicles going too fast or too slow 
experience more frequent stops 
and delays since they are traveling 
“outside the progression band.” 
Coordination is interrupted when 
vehicle intersection capacities 
are exceeded.  

Vehicles driving on less-traveled 
roads may experience longer delays 
and more frequent stops during 
heavy traffic times. 

45

45
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Gourmet Bakery chefs use fresh fruit in many of 
their breakfast and lunch offerings.

A large mug of cappuccino is an ideal pairing with 
many of Gourmet Bakery & Cafe’s offerings.

Grilled paninis are among the popular items made 
fresh at Gourmet Bakery & Cafe.

DINING

Gourmet Bakery & Cafe
Bakery items are made fresh every day 

Yasmina Costa, along with her husband, Ifel, own and operate Gourmet Bakery & Cafe in the Village of 
Sterling Ridge.

A ccording to loyal customers, 
Gourmet Bakery & Cafe is a little 
slice of Europe in The Woodlands. 

“I live a mile away, and anytime I’m run-
ning errands in the area, I stop by,” said 
Lorraine Werner. “It’s an excuse to have a 
few minutes of quiet time, and I like the 
European atmosphere. It’s cozy.” 

Owners Yasmina and Ifel Costa grew up 
in Paris before running bakeries in Sydney, 
Australia, for seven years and in Canada 
for five years. 

“We came to The Woodlands because [it 
provides] good education for our kids, and 
it’s safe and quiet,” Yasmina said. “There’s 
been a lot of growth since we’ve been here, 
and we get a lot of business from regulars.”  

Ifel, who does the cooking and bak-
ing, learned to make bread growing up 
and attended culinary school at Grands 
Moulins de Paris. Although their previous 
bakeries focused on bread and pastries, 
the Gourmet Bakery & Cafe features 

additional items like sandwiches, paninis, 
soups and salads. Along with ofeering what 
they like, the couple takes requests from 
customers and changes the menu based on 
those requests. 

“The menu changes on a daily basis,” 
Yasmina said. “We sell a lot of pastries and 
croissants on the weekends. We focus on 
what people ask for.” 

One of the notable aspects of the cafe’s 
atmosphere is the artwork adorning its 
walls, which changes every month.

“All the artists are local. People ask if 
they can hang paintings, and we never say 
no,” she said. 

Yasmina attributes the success of the 
cafe to the quality of their food and the 
relaxed atmosphere that feels like home. 
Her favorite part of the job, she said, is 
meeting people.

“We have great customers,” she said. 
“[To be successful] you have to like people 
and you have to love what you do.”

By Emily Roberts

Owner recommendations
Chef and co-owner Ifel Costa developed 
the menu and does all the baking. Here are 
some of the most popular items, Yasmina 
Costa said.

• Monte Cristo sandwich—ham and melted 
cheese. The sandwich is grilled, rather than 
fried. ($7.90)

• Veggie Mediterranean sandwich—spinach, 
sun-dried tomatoes, pesto, feta cheese and 
tapenade. ($7.50)

• Sweet crepes: The most popular are 
nutella, strawberry and chocolate. ($5.50)

• Savory crepes: A favorite is the avocado, 
chicken, pesto and spinach crepe. ($12.50)

Customer comments
“I live here and usually come in once 
a week. The owners are very nice. The 
paninis are my favorite.”

– Claudia G.

“They have the best baguette in town, and 
their coffee is wonderful. The kids like the 
chocolate muffin.”  

– Laurie S.

“I like the cappuccino and hot chocolate. 
They have really good baguettes and crepes.” 

– Patricia G.

 

Seasonal offerings
Co-owner Yasmina Costa changes the 
menu on a regular basis, especially with the 
changes of seasons. 

Based on customer requests and popularity 
of items, Costa offers the following 
additions throughout the year: 

• September: Soups, lasagna, fresh pastas

• January: More veggie sandwiches  
and paninis 

• June: Salads, yogurt, smoothies 

Gourmet Bakery & Cafe
9950 Woodlands Parkway, Ste. 400
The Woodlands
281-298-9684
Mon.–Fri.: 6:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Sat.: 6:30 a.m.–3 p.m.
Closed Sunday
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OUTBACK
WESTERN
 WEAR

15% OFF 

Where being a Texan is 
always in style!

30405 Dobbin Hufsmith Rd., Magnolia

 281.259.9378
Outbackww.com

a Texan is

Wedding 
Chapel & 
Event Hall

Weddings only 
$995

Birthdays, Company
Parties, Showers, & 

Reunions by the hour
-BYO- Food, Alcohol, 

& Entertainment

One regular priced item.
With coupon. Expires 9/30/2011.

Woodlands Pkwy.
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Health Science Center

Music Hall

Open doors

General Academic Center

LSC-Conroe Center

Lone Star College-Montgomery and LSC-

Conroe Center have opened doors to brand 

new buildings. The new Health Science 

Center, General Academic Center and  

Music Hall at LSC-Montgomery, along

with the new campus for LSC-Conroe 

Center, give more students access to higher 

education in Montgomery  

County and beyond.

Visit us at
www.LoneStar.edu/

Montgomery

See our new

Open Doors

3200 College Park Dr. • Conroe, TX 77384 • 936.273.7000         Affirmative Action/EEO College

WELCOME 
Vincent Talosig, d.o. 

Interventional Pain Specialist
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

800 Peakwood Drive, Suite 3A  |  Houston, 77090
281-746-3070 office  |  281-970-5118 fax 

HELP SUPPORT 
YOUR SCHOOL!

For each sports physical, we will donate 
$5 to the school the child attends.

$15 plus a free t-shirt

Conveniently off ering X-rays and accepting most 
Insurances and Worker’s Compensation 

No initiation fee through October 31, 2011!

*Restrictions apply. Call Club for details. ©2011 ClubCorp USA, Inc. All rights reserved. 13142 0811 JB

Introducing a new kind of membership at April Sound Country Club and Willow Creek Golf Club. 
O.N.E. gives you access to a network of more than 200 private clubs plus 50% OFF* à LA CARTE DINING!

Houston City Club
Houston, TX

Mission Hills Country Club
Rancho Mirage, CA 

O.N.E.
Optimal Network Experiences

Start your ClubCorp network experience today, plus 50% OFF* à LA CARTE DINING!
Contact the Membership Director to find out more.

My Club. 
Your home away from home...
Enjoy 50% Off* YOUR à lA CARTE dININg!

My Community. 
When you’re close to home...
Access to nine ClubCorp clubs in the Houston 
area and more!

My World. 
When you travel...
Enjoy fREE* gOlf, fREE* dININg ANd MORE!

Call Matt Benn, Membership Director
936.588.7214
matt.benn@ourclub.com | april-sound.com

Call Mark Mattox, Membership Director
281.376.1501
mark.mattox@ourclub.com | willowcreekclub.com

CLB13142-ASWC_ONEAd05.indd   1 9/1/11   11:27 AM
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Property tax uses
The township will receive $39.5 

million in property tax revenue 
this year. That amount is expected 
to increase 2.4 percent in 2012 to 
$40.5 million.

Property tax revenue will be 
used for such expenses as law 
enforcement, parks and pathways, 
neighborhood services such as 
garbage collection, community 
maintenance and administration. 

The township will pay $10.6 
million for law enforcement ser-
vices in 2012, which includes 
money to hire five new police offi-
cers, three for the Montgomery 
County Sheriff ’s Office and two 
Harris County Precinct 4 con-
stables. The constables patrol the 
Village of Creekside Forest, which 
lies within Harris County.

“More than anything, as our 
population in the Montgomery 
County sector continues to grow, 
and events continue to grow, we 
want to make sure our zones are 
sufficient,” said Marian Leck, 
director of law enforcement ser-
vices for the township, “and just 
as important, our administration 
is sufficient.”

Revenue during recession
Sales tax revenue in 2012 is 

projected to increase by 3.6 per-
cent from 2011. The 2011 forecast 
for sales tax revenue is approxi-
mately $32.5 million, and the 
2012 budget sees this increase to  
$33.6 million. 

Sharp said that despite the eco-
nomic recession, business in The 
Woodlands is still strong.

“I just believe because of the 
economic development tools that 
are used in this community that 
we are thriving,” she said,

Revenue generated by sales tax 
will be used toward several funds, 
including $17.5 million dedicated 

Budget 
Continued from | 1

Source: The Woodlands Township

At a cost of $7.1 million, the township will construct a new Central Fire Station at 
the location of the current station, 9951 Grogan’s Mill Road. 
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to The Woodlands Fire Depart-
ment, the township’s largest bud-
geted expense.

Funding for The Woodlands 
Fire Department accounts for 19 
percent of all expenditures. The 
fire department is set to receive 
$2.7 million more in funding in 
2012. That money will be used to 
hire 15 additional firefighters to 
staff the upcoming Station 7 and 
two additional dispatchers. 

“The additional firefighters 
we’re hiring have been planned 
the last couple of years upon the 
completion of Fire Station No. 
7, which will be coming in Janu-
ary 2012,” fire chief Alan Benson 
said. “When that goes online, that 
will increase the coverage in the 
Creekside Park village.” 

Station 8, which opened in late 
August, will provide added fire 
protection to Creekside Park, 
the Village of Panther Creek and 
the Village of Indian  Springs,  
Benson said.

The remaining sales tax money, 
approximately $16.1 million, will 
be used for Houston and Con-
roe debt service and annual pay-
ments, Economic Development 
Zone project payments, Town 
Center security, community event 
and economic development pro-
motion and public transportation. 

Along with property and sales 
taxes, hotel occupancy tax rev-
enue also serves as a revenue 
generator for the township. With 
a 15 percent tax on the cost of 
overnight stays in hotels within 
the township, hotel occupancy tax 
revenue is projected to bring in $5 
million in 2012.

Sales tax and hotel occupancy 
tax revenues, together with other 
ancillary revenue generators, 
combine to make up 52 percent 
of the $85 million in revenue the 
township will receive, meaning 
property taxes make up less than 
half of the revenue. 

Balanced budget
Total expenditures for the 2012 

budget amount to $96.5 million, 
resulting in a difference in rev-
enues of $11.5 million. However, 
Sharp said that the deficit will be 
made up with $13.3 million of 
2012 expenditures being funded 
from bond proceeds the township 
received in this year’s budget.

The $13.3 million will be used 
exclusively for capital projects. 

Capital projects planned in 
2012 include the opening of Fire 
Stations 7 and 8, located at Kuyk-
endahl Road in Creekside Park 
and at Gosling Road respectively. 

From Curiosity to Wisdom
 

Candace Bushnell
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Register Online 

WHERE THE MONEY COMES FROM WHERE THE MONEY GOES

2012 EXPENDITURES – $96,533,1072012 REVENUE –$85,025,989*

Fire Dept.
19%

Capital
18%

Parks & Rec.
13%

Community
 Services

12%

Law 
Enforcement

12%

Debt Service
9%

General
8%

Property Tax
48%

Sales Tax
39%

Other
7%

Hotel Tax
6%

Other
6%

CVB
3%

*The 2012 budget includes $13.3 million of assets funded by bond proceeds

The 2012 Woodland budget approved 

by the township's board of directors in 

August includes $96.5 million worth of 

expenditures and $85 million in 

revenues. The difference is made up 

with $13.3 million from bond proceeds 

from the 2011 budget year. Sales tax 

and property tax are the primary 

revenue generators for the township, 

while the largest expenditures go 

toward The Woodlands Fire Depart-

ment and capital projects. The graphs 

show revenue sources and 

expenditures by percentages.
*The 2012 budget includes $13.3 million of assets funded by bond proceeds

Creekside Park will continue to expand with more than $2.6 million in expenditures 
allocated for capital improvement projects, including portions of Lake Paloma.Comment at impactnews.com
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Bruce Tough
The Woodlands Township Board President
By Brian Walzel

With roots in The Woodlands as strong and deep as the thousands of pine trees that 
make up its landscape, Bruce Tough has grown to represent the vision and uncompromis-
ing commitment to excellence that has made The Woodlands the most successful master-
planned community in Texas, and one of the elite in the country.

Tough’s parents moved to The Woodlands in 1974 along with the handful of families 
Tough calls the “pioneers of The Woodlands.” His father, Caulson Tough, was soon hired 
by George Mitchell to help launch Mitchell’s now legendary vision. 

Caulson, Tough said, was responsible for early commercial development, art projects, 
bridge designs and many of the signature trademarks that many came to identify with 
The Woodlands. 

After receiving his Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Houston, Tough 
enrolled in law school at UH, where in 1980 he earned his Doctorate of Jurisprudence. 
In 1996, Tough and his family moved to the Village of Cochran’s Crossing, where they 
live today. 

It was there that Tough was drawn to his first civil service position in The Woodlands. 
Hoping to address a median issue in his neighborhood, Tough made inquiries into the 
Cochran’s Crossing Village Association. Those inquiries, along with his draw to com-
munity service, eventually lead him to seek election on what was then known as The 
Woodlands Community Association. 

In 1998, Tough was elected as a director on The Woodlands Community Association 
board of directors. A year later, he was chosen as the association’s president, a position he 
held for five years. 

 For the next 12 years, Tough served on or headed several of the community’s high-
est level boards and associations, including chairman of The Woodlands Community 
Service Corporation, president of The Woodlands Fire Department, trustee of Conroe 
Independent School District, director and chairman of the South Montgomery County 
Chamber of Commerce and director of The Woodlands Township. 

Since 2010, Tough has served as chairman of the board of The Woodlands Township 
and is the owner of Tough Law Firm, the 2010 South Montgomery Chamber of Com-
merce Small Business of the Year.

Why did you decide to get involved in 
civil service?

When I moved here, one of the first 
things I started looking at was how could 
I give back to the community I love. There 
was an open position for The Woodlands 
Community Association. Through the evo-
lution [of my service], I was elected and the 
second year was chosen as president.” 

What unique challenges does The 
Woodlands present to its elected officials?

“The challenge is we started out as a 
homeowner’s association of 50,000 when 
I was elected to the WCA, without having 

ordinance-making ability and other bene-
fits that are afforded to cities. We had three 
associations, a Town Center Improve-
ment District and we had The Woodlands 
Development Company. We had to define 
boundaries, and it made [the individual 
districts and associations] very territorial. 
We had 11 municipal utility districts. We 
had to work together to provide unified 
services to our residents. The residents 
didn’t see the boundaries. So that’s a huge 
challenge. We somehow made it work, 
probably the best in the U.S., certainly the 
best in Texas, and I’d say the best in  
the world.”

What are some of the important issues 
facing The Woodlands?

“We need to study law enforcement, 
make sure we’re keeping The Woodlands 
the safest community. We need to do a 
capital reserve study and identify what 
money will be in place to replace our 
capital structures. We need a recreational 
sports field. I think when the development 
began, what sold homes was pocket parks 
and pathways, not sports fields. We’ve 
done a study that says ‘yes you need them, 
you need to get some land and have a plan 
in place.’  And, of course, governance. We 
have a study that has already started. We 

need to look at the options and whether we 
want to become a municipality, or stay the 
same or something in between.”

What is your fondest Woodlands memory?
“The Lighting of the Doves on Grogan’s 

Mill [Road] at the end of Woodlands  
Parkway. It had a lot of meaning to me 
back then. I think of that as The Wood-
lands, the big doves on the pine trees.” 
 
Editor’s Note: The Lighting of the Doves 
was an annual Christmas celebration held 
along Grogan’s Mill Road and Woodlands 
Parkway until 1994. 
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Bruce Tough has served as the chairman of The Woodlands Township board of directors since 2010 
and has lived in the Village of Cochran’s Crossing since moving to The Woodlands in 1996.

FIVE FULL-SERVICE SALONS SPECIALIZING IN REDKEN COLOR

TOMBALL
281-351-2345
Four Corners Center
SH 249 @ FM 2920

LAKEWOOD
281-376-8364

Lakewood Forest Center
SH 249 @ Louetta

WOODLANDS
936-321-2345

Randall’s Center
FM 1488 @ SH 242

CYPRESS
281-213-8199

Kroger Center
SH 290 @ Spring Cypress

GLEANNLOCH
281-376-2422

Kroger Center
Champion Forest @ Spring 

Cypress

“We Care About You”

All Stylists Are Certifi ed Redken 
Color Specialists

www.classichairsalon.com

HIGHLIGHT,
HAIRCUT, 
& STYLE

BRAZILIAN 
BLOWOUT

Plus $75 FREE BB products

New Clients Only

With coupon. Not valid with any other 
specials or offers. Expires 11/30/11.

With coupon. Not valid with any other 
specials or offers. Expires 11/30/11.

For price menus, 
stylist photos and other 
information, please visit 

our website

Open 6 Days
Late 4 Nights

Certifi ed
Brazilian Blowout 

Salon

$30 OFF
$75 OFF

•

•

•

•

•

•

Companionship Services
   Companionship and Conversation
   Provide Respite Care
   Monitor Dieting & Eating
   Assist with Walking
   Provide Medication Reminders
   Stimulate Mental Awareness

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Home Services
   Escort to Appointments
   Accompany to Lunch or Dinner
   Assist with Pet Care
   Care for Alzheimer’s Disease
   Plan, Prepare & Clean-Up Meals
   Provide Light Housekeeping

 

Personal Services
   Eating
   Grooming
   Dressing
   Bathing
   Incontinence
   Mobility

 Private 

Talk to us. We can help. •    281-825-5228 
info@ipchomecare.com •    www.ipchomecare.com

With IPC Home Care, your loved one can live the most 
independent and enjoyable life possible. 

 private duty, 
non-medical 

home care
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The Village of Grogan’s Mill
The Woodlands’ first community opened in 1974

I n 1974, a handful of “pioneer families” 
made their way to a parcel of land called 
Settler’s Corner in The Village of  

Grogan’s Mill. 
In the mid-1960s George Mitchell, then 

CEO of Mitchell Development Corp., 
had begun purchasing the land from the 
Grogan-Cochran Lumber Co. Despite the 
lack of local shopping and services, these 
first residents of The Woodlands were con-
vinced that Mitchell’s vision for a planned 
community would come to fruition.

“Grogan’s Mill is in many ways the most 
mature village in The Woodlands,” said 
Roger Galatas, former president of The 
Woodlands. “The housing has matured 
well and the schools provide a very good 
educational opportunity.”

Before the early 1970s the area was 
largely devoid of residents and was used 
exclusively for logging operations. Today, 
Grogan’s Mill has a population of more 
than 13,000, four public schools, 12 parks, 
and ample shopping and recreational 
opportunities. 

Shortly after the first residents arrived, 
the social services organization Interfaith 
was founded. Don Gebert, a Lutheran 

HISTORY

By Nathaniel Stone

The Wharf Shopping Mall, with its distinctive shops and ice skating rink, was a popular attraction in the 
early days of the village.

C
o

ur
te

sy
 T

he
 W

o
o

d
la

nd
s 

D
ev

el
o

p
m

en
t 

C
o

m
p

an
y

minister, was enlisted from Philadelphia to 
help organize the new community. Gebert 
wrote, mimeographed and delivered the 
village’s first newsletter.

“Don recruited early pioneers to serve 
each other in many ways,” Galatas said. 
“He would call on them by riding his 
bicycle, gathering information on families 
and helping them organize.”

The Wharf Shopping Mall housed the 
first post office in The Woodlands and the 
first child care center. 

One inconvenience for residents was 
the lack of a grocery store. It would be 
several years before Grogan’s Mill had its 
own supermarket. The only alternatives in 
the early days were stores to the north in 
Conroe and to the south in the FM 1960 
area, Galatas said.

The village did, however, boast a 
distinctive feature — an ice skating rink. 
The rink was a part of The Wharf, which 
showcased indoor boutique shops and 
The Glass Menagerie, The Woodlands’ 
first restaurant. In 1996 the The Wharf 
was renovated with the completion of the 
Shell Learning Center, which is the facil-
ity’s primary use today. Galatas said the 

skating rink was removed in the early– to 
mid–1980s.

Until 1995, Grogan’s Mill was the largest 
of The Woodlands’ villages. The handful 
of “pioneers” had grown to a population 
of more than 8,500 by 1980, and by 1995 
the village housed 13,000 residents. Its 
population has remained stable in the past 
15 years and currently numbers 13,658, the 
fourth-largest in The Woodlands.

Among the village’s most renowned fea-
tures are its golf courses. The West Course 
hosted the PGA Tour Houston Open from 
1974 through 1984. From 1985 through 

2002, the event was held at the Tourna-
ment Players Course.

“Even before there were any people here, 
Mitchell … reached a handshake deal that 
if he would build a course, then it would 
hold the tournament,” Galatas said.

Galatas said Mitchell’s vision for the 
community has succeeded in many ways.

“Grogan’s Mill is really an active vil-
lage,” Galatas said.  “Its residents have a 
lot of pride. Over the years, it has really 
coalesced as a community.”

Sources: Woodlands Development Company, Grogan’s Mill 
Village Association and Interfaith

POPULATION GROWTH
The Village of Grogan’s Mill

Source: The Woodlands Development Company

SPRING CREEK GRILL, GIFT SHOP & NURSERY OPEN ON THE WEEKENDS!

Additional Activities: Hayrides, Fishing, Pedal Karts, 
Rubber Duck Races/Games Area, Corn Sheller, 

Pumpkin Decorating, Hop-A-Long Rodeo 
Bouncers-NEW!

Fall 

Fun Days

SPRING

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Admission Includes: Entry into 
Pumpkin Patch, Farm Animal Viewing, Corn Maze, 

“Spooky” Garden-NEW! “Storybook” Garden-NEW!

Weekends 
in October, 

10 am to dusk
$3 per person 

(2 & up)

23803 Decker Prairie-Rosehill Road | Magnolia, Texas 77355  |  281-259-8114  |  springcreekgrowers.com

Dr. E. Shawn Mansour
Board Certi� ed Orthopedic Surgeon

11302 Fallbrook Drive, 
Suite 201
Houston, Texas 77065

Secondary Location 
800 Peakwood Drive
Suite 3A
Houston, Texas 77090

281-746-3070 o�  ce  • 281-970-5118 fax
info@northhoustonortho.com 
www.northhoustonortho.com

Dr. David Navid
Board Certi� ed Orthopedic Surgeon

Kuykendahl Rd.

Cypress C
reek 

Pkwy.

I-45

Hardy Toll Rd.

HELP SUPPORT 
YOUR SCHOOL! 
For each sports physical, we 
will donate $5 to the school 

the child attends.

$15 plus a FREE T-shirt

Fallbrook Dr.

Jo
ne

s 
Rd

.

FM 1960N. Eldridge
 Pkw

y.

Northwest Frwy.

Conveniently o� ering X-rays and accepting most 
Insurances and Worker’s Compensation 

at both locations.
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REAL ESTATE

Village of Cochran’s Crossing
The Woodlands – 77381

Build-out year: 2008

Number of homes: 5,227

Square footage: 924–17,152

Home values: $88,530–$2,375,000

Amenities: Several large parks, dog park, 
village shopping center, Shadowlake Marsh

Property taxes:

Conroe ISD 1.2850000 
Montgomery County 0.4838000 
Montgomery County Hospital 0.0755000 
Montgomery County MUD 60 0.2400000 
Lone Star College System 0.1101000 
The Woodlands Township 0.3280000

Total (per $100 value) _______________ 2.52240

Schools:

David Elementary School (K-4) 
5301 Shadowbend Place, The Woodlands 

Powell Elementary School (K-4) 
7332 Cochran’s Crossing Drive, The Woodlands 

Roger L. Galatas Elementary School (K-4)
9001 Cochran’s Crossing Drive, The Woodlands

Collins Intermediate School (5–6)
6020 Shadowbend Place, The Woodlands

The Woodlands High School (9)
10010 Branch Crossing Drive, The Woodlands

The Woodlands High School (10–12)
6101 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands

65 Hollymead Drive $1,495,000
5 Bedroom / 5.5 Bath 6,375 sq. ft.
Agent: Michael Seder, RE/MAX, The Woodlands 
& Spring                                        281-367-7770

6 Bridgeberry Court $565,000
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,839 sq. ft.
Agent: Linda Howard, Keller Williams Realty, 
The Woodlands                             281-364-1588

40 Golden Shadow Circle $432,500
4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 3,438 sq. ft.
Agent: Cynthia Zarco, Keller Williams Realty, 
The Woodlands                             281-364-1588

62 Placid Hill Circle $272,000
4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,552 sq. ft.
Agent: Kathryn Nelson, Heritage Texas  
Properties, The Woodlands          281-363-9103

Data compiled by 
Mark Dimas

The Professional Group Realty
281-861-6199

www.markdimas.com

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

59 32 60

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

287 1,047/6,733 $82,400/$1,250,000

On the market  (As of August 31, 2011)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (July 31, 2010–August 31, 2011)

we specialize in mortgages that fit your lifestyle

Broker & Bank  Conventional & Government Loans  Purchases
 Refi nance  Debt Consolidation

Awards for Excellence
Winner of Distinction

2010EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

Contact Tami LaCoe Channel   OFFICE:  832-220-1480                    CELLULAR:  832-865-6065
EMAIL FOR A FREE QUOTE: tami@cntmtg.com                                      WEB: www.cntmtg.com

25250 Northwest Freeway Ste. 260, Cypress, TX 77429
           TX Broker License #75191

MENTION THIS AD 
TO RECEIVE

1/2 OFF 
PROCESSING FEE

Expires 10-13-11
Tami LaCoe Channel

President

242

Market Data The Woodlands
On the market  (August 1–31)

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market 

77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

Less than $149,999 14/111 6/163 –– 1/35 28/139 67/132 22/142

$150,000–$199,999 14/113 26/96 24/104 15/154 32/93 66/118 27/123

$200,000–$299,999 8/90 24/90 68/95 36/103 19/123 62/122 61/125

$300,000–$399,999 4/217 24/99 32/77 15/114 3/148 33/147 29/159

$400,000–$499,999 4/119 12/103 11/111 10/175 5/128 9/109 18/137

$500,000–$599,999 9/104 11/104 14/86 5/110 1/96 15/116 13/197

$600,000–$799,999 11/152 8/128 25/248 3/143 1/64 6/130 26/148

$800,000–$999,999 8/113 3/130 24/171 –– –– 6/334 6/160

$1 million + 14/190 21/174 45/157 1/132 1/66 3/119 21/216

Month

Number of homes sold/Average Price

77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

Aug 2010 16/$315,102 58/$311,434 70/$55,6920 13/$270,351 23/$184,466 62/$212,814 42/$372,041

Aug 2011 22/$402,399 62/$319,909 85/$434,301 21/$207,993 17/$152,427 70/$206,705 51/$333,781

July 2011 18/$241,463 62/$294,546 98/$372,758 21/$227,566 30/$162,286 80/$200,626 50/$330,376

June 2011 21/$277,228 60/$321,929 100/$471,185 23/$262,001 36/$153,462 93/$181,857 50/$305,985

May 2011 24/$480,214 62/$363,148 63/$427,020 19/$261/168 22/$152,958 71/$181,820 44/$292,776

April 2011 16/$286,834 50/$323,327 61/$380,175 24/$237,895 22/$171,610 74/$198,298 32/$306,066

Mar. 2011 25/$233,562 39/$388,044 51/$617,020 19/$247,531 19/$155,272 73/$199,459 42/$298,982

Feb. 2011 14/$340,389 35/$287,347 31/$506,458 9/$266,221 14/$159,381 45/$221,079 33/$301,058

Jan. 2011 13/$287,800 23/$269,413 24/$629,753 12/$262,112 9/$159,087 41/$194,144 34/$246,258

Monthly home sales
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Something new, something fresh...Cisco’s Salsa 
Company, A Mexican Revolution

EAT FRESH, LIVE WELL, AND STAY THIRSTY!
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NOW OPEN
Old Town gets Rockin’ with 

Live Entertainment every Thur. 
& Sat. night starting at 7:30

209 Commerce St.
“Old Town”  Tomball

281-351-7572

Full Service 
Catering 

and Take out

Old School Style 
Margarita House 

and Cantina 
Featuring 8 different 

fresh fruit Margaritas 
and fabulous

 Premium Tequillas!

SEPTEMBER ESQUELA 
ESPECIAL

FREE 
NIÑOS MEAL

(Free kids meal) 
With the purchase of one adult entree. Not valid 

with any other offer. Expires 10/13/11.

Buenos Dias Brunch 
Every Saturday and Sunday from 10-2 featuring 

Amazing Mexican Breakfast specialties, 
Bottomless Mimosas, Cisco’s Marys, and more! 

Sip margartias on 
our muy bonita large 
outdoor dining deck!

Follow us on 
Facebook at 
Cisco’s Salsa 
Company

AWA R D  W I N N I N G  M E X I C A N  F O O D  A N D  M O R E !

WELCOME TO 
CISCO’S AMIGOS

FREE 
APPETIZER 

(up to $6.99)
With coupon. Not valid with any other offers. 

Expires 10/13/11.

Commerce St.

FM 2920 (Main St.)Ch
er

ry
 S

t.

W
al

nu
t S

t.

Cisco's Salsa Company 
Fall music series with 

Live entertainment 
every Thursday and 

Saturday

SERVING THE TOMBALL / MAGNOLIA AREA FOR OVER 35 YEARS

FREE ESTIMATES

10% 
Back to School

Discount
With coupon only. Coupon must be 

presented at time of estimate.
Expires 10-30-11.

“A Fence to You,
         a Reputation to Us.”

281-356-2496 • www.acefence.com

Chain Link

Hardiplank Farm/Ranch

Wood PVC

HEALTHY LAWN YEAR ROUND

Call for a FREE Estimate
& Lawn Analysis

281.681.1025 {0} 
281.419.5311 {f}

www.lawnrangercompany.com

$25 OFF
Brown Patch 
Treatment
with Green Lawn 
System Program

Expires: 12/31/11

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
HEART WALK

Saturday, November 5, 2011
Aon Hewitt • 9500 Lakeside Blvd, 

The Woodlands, TX 77381
7:30AM Registration & Ceremony • 8:30AM Walk Starts

www.montgomerycountyheartwalk.org

Join the American Heart Association for a family friendly non-
competitive three mile walk. To sign up for a Heart Walk team and help 

raise valuable funds to fight heart disease and stroke, please visit 

2011 Montgomery County My Heart My Life 
locally sponsored by

2011 Montgomery County Heart Walk 
presenting sponsors

1112_HW-MOCO_Ad_4.9167x6.04.indd   1 9/1/2011   4:09:00 PM
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CONTINUALLY RECOGNIZED  
FOR DELIVERING A

HIGHER LEVEL OF CARE

 For a physician referral, call 713.897.5959 or visit memorialhermann.org.

In our quest for healthcare excellence, Memorial Hermann The Woodlands Hospital  
sets the standard. And continuously striving to earn the most  

 acclaimed accreditations ensures we keep redefining that standard.

 Ranked among America’s 50 Best Hospitals™ by HealthGrades®*

•

 Ranked among the nation’s 100 Top Hospitals® by Thomson Reuters*

•

Granted Magnet® status by the American Nurses Credentialing Center

•

Recognized as an accredited Bariatric Surgery Center by The American College 
of Surgeons Bariatric Surgery Center Network

•

Cancer program accredited with commendation by The American College  
of Surgeons Commission on Cancer

•

Earned the Gold Seal of Approval for Primary Stroke Centers from the Joint Commission

•

Recognized as an accredited Chest Pain Center by The Society of Chest Pain Centers

*As part of the Memorial Hermann Hospital System: The Woodlands, Southeast, Southwest and Northwest Hospitals.



Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print


