
Proposed legislation, emergency services district election in May could alter future funding to utility districts, city
Annexations provide millions to MUDs, city of Houston

By Marie Leonard 
The system Harris County uses to 

provide indigent health care services is 
changing as more low-income individ-
uals and families move from the city of 
Houston to the suburbs, due in part to 
the city’s gentrification. 

Ten years ago, many of the suburban 

areas in the county traditionally did not 
have a great need for a publicly funded 
health care system, said Laurie Glaze, 
executive director of One Voice Texas, 
a Houston-based network of private 
and nonprofit groups working to ensure 
health needs of all Texans are addressed. 

More low-income residents moving into suburbs

Harris County mulls health care 
changes due to demographic shift

By Matt Stephens
In a region devoid of a cen-

tral form of governance, limited 
purpose annexation agreements 
between the city of Houston and 
municipal utility districts have 
helped fund millions of dollars 

in improvements in Spring and 
Klein since 2003. 

The agreements also tax res-
idents outside of Houston and 
take the last available 1 percent 
of sales tax revenue from an 
area that could use the money 

for other purposes. None of the 
revenue received by the city is 
required to be spent within the 
taxed districts, according to 
city officials.

“I think at their heart, they’re 
a money grab by the city of 

Houston,” Harris County Judge 
Ed Emmett said. “And they get 
MUDs involved on the basis of, 
‘We promise not to annex you.’ 
But the city of Houston isn’t 
annexing MUDs anyway.”  

Money collected by these 

agreements is not likely to 
decrease anytime soon, but the 
annexation landscape in Spring 
and Klein could soon change 
because of legislation being 
considered this session at the 
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The levels of disadvantage in 
unincorporated Harris County are 
rising. Disadvantage is defined by 
several factors, including access to 
health care, poverty, unemployment 
and race, according to the Houston 
and Harris County State of Health. 

More than $130 million has 
been collected through 
limited purpose annexation 
agreements between Houston 
and utility districts from Hwy. 
249 to the Hardy Toll Road and 
from FM 1960 to Spring Creek. 
The money comes from the 1 
percent of available sales tax 
in those districts.
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Do you enjoy...

WWW. L AGOWOODS . C OM

7 1 3 . 5 2 2 . L AG O

Do you enjoy the quiet peacefulness of nature enhanced 

     by  superb craftsmanship in building?

This intimate, gated, estate area boasts 45 large lots, both lakefront 
and off the lake. There is no other neighborhood like LAGO WOODS, 
with our “Dream Team” of fi ve renowned, custom builders, with 
combined experience of over 100 years. Along with all of the above, 
you are in the award-winning Klein School district, within minutes 
to the Grand Parkway, the Exxon Mobil campus, and all of The 
Woodlands amenities.

If the answer to this is yes...

Then, come home to Lago Woods!

Another eight amazing specs available in the 
Tres Lagos section of McKenzie Park off Gosling 
within minutes of Exxon and the Grand Parkway
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Springwoods Village

to

NOW OPEN
Springwoods Village 
Primary Care Clinic 

FUTURE
Hospital

FUTURE Medical 
O�ce Building

Springwoods Village Primary Care Clinic
2255 E Mossy Oaks | Spring, Texas  77389
SpringwoodsVillageClinic.org 

Call for an appointment 
936-266-DOCS

Growing a healthier community.  

The new St. Luke’s Medical Group Springwoods Village Primary  

Care Clinic provides convenient, world-class health care to  

those in the Springwoods Village community and surrounding  

areas, often within walking distance of your home or office.

Primary care services include: 

Non-emergency care | Wellness exams for infants,  

children and adults | Minor skin issue treatment  

In-house EKG/lab collection | Treatment of  

mild behavioral health issues, and more.

Springwoods Village
Primary Care Clinic
NOW OPEN
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Own the Home You’ve Always Wanted

Call us to find your new home today!   

in one of four phases within 

The Falls at Imperial Oaks!

David Weekley Homes is now building in four phases within The Falls at Imperial Oaks: traditional homes in Serrano Bluff,  
low-maintenance patio homes in The Enclave at Sundance Lake, Craftsman-inspired homes in Sable Park, and large, 
homes in a tranquil setting in Amber Forest. We also have homes ready for immediate move in! Here, you’ll enjoy:

Serrano Bluff 
From the $270s • 281-249-7727

Featuring Design it Yourself –  
an interactive, web-based  

program that allows you to create  
a custom floor plan

Amber Forest 
From the $380s • 281-249-7725

Newest phase within  
walking distance to Birnham 
Woods Elementary School

The Enclave  
at Sundance Lake 

From the $300s • 281-249-7704

Gated homesites  
surrounded by a 12-acre lake

Sable Park 
From the $330s • 281-249-7812

Gated area featuring  
Craftsman-style elevations on 

92' homesites

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials, and availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. Illustrations 
are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2015 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved. Houston, TX (HOUA66182)

 • 25 miles from downtown Houston
 • Nearby Woodlands Express Sterling  

Ridge Park and Ride

 • Easy access to Hardy Toll Road, 
Riley Fuzzel and the future Grand 
Parkway

 • Lake Club with fitness rooms

 • Community pool, walking trails, 
splash pad, tennis courts and  
dog park

NEW MODEL HOME NOW OPEN! NEW MODEL HOME NOW OPEN!
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL

What is the best use of sales tax  
revenue in Spring?

 Take the poll online at communityimpact.com/skl-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.
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FROM THE EDITOR
Living in an unincorpo-

rated region—especially 
one as large and prone 
to growth as northwest 
Harris County—provides 
numerous challenges. 

Finding funding to make 
improvements can prove 
daunting. Although utility 
and emergency services 
districts receive property 

tax revenue, the 1 cent of remaining sales tax revenue 
is given to entities on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

The city of Houston has already taken half of the 
available sales tax revenue across much of Spring with 
the help of dozens of limited purpose annexations 
since 2002. A cover story on this issue examines the 
benefits of LPAs as well as the problems they present. 

Meanwhile, the gentrification of Houston continues 

to push the city’s indigent population into the suburbs. 
The struggles Harris County faces in trying to provide 
health care to this growing group of residents are 
addressed in another cover story this month. 

With the county’s unincorporated population 
expected to surpass the city of Houston’s in a few 
years, these problems are not likely to go away soon.

While turning the pages of this edition to read about 
issues in your community, notice the new design and 
smaller size of the paper. We are also excited about the 
launch of our new website, communityimpact.com, in 
June. As our company grows, we will continue to find 
innovative ways to showcase our content to readers. 

CONTENTS
 06 IMPACTS
Now Open, Coming Soon & more

 09 TRANSPORTATION 
   UPDATES
News, data on local road projects

 11  BUSINESS
Treat! Cupcakes

 13  DINING
Hugo’s Italian Grill & Pizzeria 

 14  COMMUNITY
Food truck park coming to Spring

 15  EDUCATION
LSCS mulls concealed handgun law

 16  COUNTY
County looks at Astrodome options

 17  BRIEFS

 19  SCHOOL & COUNTY  
   NOTES

 20 AT THE CAPITOL

 23 CALENDAR

 25 PEOPLE
Gary Trietsch Q&A

 27 NONPROFIT
Redeemed Ministries
Home of Hope

 28 BEER & WINE GUIDE

 31  HISTORY
Trinity Lutheran Church

 37  REAL ESTATE 
Olde Oaks, 77068

 39 IMPACT DEALS

Matt Stephens
EDITOR

mstephens@communityimpact.com

CONROE / MONTGOMERY  
EDITION
Community Impact Newspaper is proud to announce 
the launch of its 20th paper and eighth edition in 
the Greater Houston Metro area. The first Conroe/
Montgomery edition was delivered to 59,042 residents 
and businesses 
April 16. Our staff 
is looking forward 
to providing 
relevant, hyperlocal 
content to these 
residents and 
business owners. 
Community Impact 
Newspaper now 
reaches 642,768 
residents and 
businesses  
in 15 cities and 
communities in the 
Greater Houston 
Metro area.
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GET IN, GET OUT, 
GET ON WITH SUMMER!

LoneStar.edu/StartUP
/LSC.UP @LSC-UP

Register now for a Summer Semester!
Summer I: Classes run June 1 - July 7 (6 weeks)
Summer I: Classes run June 1 - July 26 (8 weeks)
Summer II: Classes run July 9 - Aug. 16 (6 weeks)
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diapers, feeding and breastfeeding 
supplies, postpartum care products, 
maternity clothes, books, gifts and 
natural home products. 832-559-3064.  
www.blossomingmama.com 

4  Houston Methodist opened a 
primary care facility May 2 at 7111 FM 
2920, Spring. The 7,200-square-foot 
facility houses 18 exam rooms. The 
primary care center offers same-day 
appointments, a lab, family medicine 
and pediatric care services.  
281-737-2567.  
www.houstonmethodist.org 

5  Shamrock’s Pub opened in April 
in the Willowbrook area with plans for 
a May 15 grand opening at 7925 FM 
1960 W., Houston. The tavern offers a  
full bar with 24 beers on tap and 
various craft and seasonal beers as well 
as a full kitchen that serves food until 
2 a.m. Plans include regular live music 
with bands and disc jockeys as well as 
screenings of special sporting events 
and boxing matches. 832-478-5785. 
www.shamrockspub.com

6  Fitness Connection opened  
May 6 at 16616 Champion Forest 
Drive, Spring. The gym offers a variety 
of fitness activities, including free 
weights, sauna, basketball, indoor 
track, a turf area for high-intensity 
workouts and Fitflex, which allows 
members to do cardio while watching 
movies. Fitness Connection also 
provides Zumba, yoga, Pilates, cycling 
and kickboxing classes. 281-257-8600.  
www.fitnessconnection.com 

7  Mattress One opened a new 
location March 29 at 2111 Spring 
Cypress Road, Spring. A Florida-based 
company, Mattress One provides 
a full line of mattresses, including 
traditional, gel foam and memory 
foam models in sizes from twin to 

Now Open

1  The Italian Joint opened May 5 
at 26420 Preston Ave. in Old Town 
Spring. Run by the owners of Black 
Sheep Bistro, another Old Town Spring 
eatery, the restaurant serves traditional 
family-style pizza, pasta, ravioli and 
other Italian fare. The Italian Joint is 

open for lunch and dinner every day 
except Monday. 832-616-3035.  
www.theitalianjoint.com

2  Tailgators Pub & Grill opened 
another Greater Houston area location 
April 30 at 6062 FM 2920, Spring. The 
bar and restaurant serves a distinctive 
Cajun menu of seafood and other 
bar food favorites. Tailgators serves 

beer, wine, liquor and mixed drinks, 
including a variety of local beers.  
936-647-4322. www.tailgatorspub.com 

3  Natural parenting store Blossoming 
Mama held its grand opening in 
Vintage Park from May 8-10 at 122 
Vintage Park Blvd., Ste. I, Houston. The 
business offers a wide array of natural 
parenting products, including cloth 

IMPACTS

TM; © 2015 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Compiled by Ariel Carmona Jr. and Matt Stephens

News or questions about Spring or Klein? 
Email us at sklnews@communityimpact.comking. Top brand names offered include 

Tempur-Pedic, Sealy, Serta, Simmons, 
Stearns and Foster, Kingsdown and 
BeautyRest. www.mattress1.com

8  Richard’s Total Backyard opened a 
new location in February at  
18623 Kuykendahl Road, Spring.  
The business specializes in installing 
custom pools for clients in the Greater 
Houston area, as well as hot tubs 
and spas. Richard’s also offers pool 
remodeling and renovation services. 
281-205-1100. www.richardstbs.com 

9  Owner Shawn Smith held a grand 
opening April 25 for Restoration 
Studios, a private personal training 
studio within the Salon Boutique 
in Vintage Park at 118 Vintage Park 
Blvd., Ste. 43. The studio offers one-
on-one and semiprivate training 
services, including Pilates, tower, TRX 
suspension training, jump board and 
other various training methods.  
281-725-2141.  
www.restoration-studios.com

10  Owner Lita Gonzalez opened Soma 
Symmetry within Salon Boutique in 
Vintage Park in mid-April. The clinic, 
located in suites 84 and 86 within 110 
Vintage Park Blvd., Ste. 270, Houston, 
offers rehabilitation therapy and lava 
steam for patients suffering from 
chronic pains, migraine headaches and 
other ailments. 713-516-7572. 

11  New self-storage business Klein 
Krimmel Storage opened March 2 at 
6902 FM 2920, Spring. The business 
provides storage for commercial, 
residential and office warehouses. In 
addition to storage space, the business 
sells moving, packing and storage 
supplies. 832-717-3400.  
www.kleinkrimmelselfstorage.com

12  A Quick Quack Car Wash location 
opened April 28 at 3843 FM 2920,  
Bldg. B, Spring. Quick Quack offers 
exterior-only soft cloth car washes 
and provides an unlimited car wash 
membership with cards that can be 
purchased online. 888-772-2792.  
www.dontdrivedirty.com

13  A new Shipley Do-Nuts location 
opened April 29 at 10806 Spring 
Cypress Road, Tomball. The doughnut 
shop offers 60 varieties of doughnuts 
and customer favorites including filled 
and cake doughnuts.  
www.shipleydonuts.com 

Coming Soon

14  DeNovo Coffee will open its first 
location in May at 4880 Louetta Road, 
Spring. Introducing a popular West 
Coast business model to Spring, the 
drive-thru-only coffee shop will offer 
a wide array of specialty, espresso-
based drinks, such as The Charger and 
The S.O.S. Customers can get drinks 
hot, iced or blended with low fat and 
sugarless options. The shop will also 
serve smoothies, energy drinks and 
some dry goods, such as granola.  
www.denovocoffee.com 

15  The Little Scholars Academy 
preschool is scheduled to open this 
summer at 9606 Spring Cypress 
Road, Spring. The school will accept 
children ages 6 weeks to 12 years 
old and plans to include a full-day 
program in addition to after-school 
care. Transportation to and from the 
facility to Klein-area schools will also 
be provided. The preschool’s staff 
has more than 15 years of combined 
experience and will provide age-
appropriate activities, homework help, 
arts and crafts and outdoor recreation. 
713-965-4292.  
www.littlescholars.academy

16  College Nannies and Tutors 
plans to open a learning center facility 
in late May at 8515 Spring Cypress 
Road, Spring, in the Gleannloch 
area. The company specializes in 
in-home child care. In addition to 
one-on-one tutoring, CNT Klein offers 
individualized tutors in math and 
science, homework help and college 
preparatory programs, and advanced 
placement subjects. 281-616-6016. 
www.collegenanniesandtutors.com

17  Vero Italian Kitchen will open  
a second Greater Houston area location 
at 20706 Kuykendahl Road, Spring, 
in June. The restaurant specializes 
in pizza baked in an old world oven. 
Vero’s menu includes other homemade 
Italian items, such as pasta entrees and 
salads. 281-288-2900.  
www.veroitaliankitchen.com

18  Best Western has plans to open 
a Best Western Plus hotel on Dec. 1 
at 353 E. Louetta Road, Spring. The 
hotel will house 69 rooms and feature 
a variety of amenities, such as a fitness 
room, on-site laundry, pool area and 
free Internet. www.bestwestern.com  

19  Chick-fil-A will open a new 
location May 28 at 3635 FM 1960, 
Spring. The fast-food restaurant offers 
chicken sandwiches, chicken nuggets 
and healthy alternatives. Breakfast 
items, desserts and beverages are also 
available. www.chick-fil-a.com

Closings

20  Office Max, at 7640 FM 1960 W., 
Houston, will be closing May 15. An 
ongoing closing sale features various 
items up to 40 percent off. The store 
will be merged with the Office Depot 
location in the Willowbrook area at 
17711 Hwy. 249. 281-894-8111.  
www.officemax.com

Tailgators Pub & Grill opened its first Spring 
location April 30 at 6062 FM 2920, Spring.
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Blossoming Mama held a grand opening May 
8-10 at 122 Vintage Park Blvd. Ste. I, Houston.
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Richard’s Total Backyard opened in February 
at 18623 Kuykendahl Road, Spring.
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Best Western will open a 69-room hotel in 
December at 353 E. Louetta Road, Spring.
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Move into your new home with the  
X1 Entertainment Operating System.®

PREPAID CARD

$200

State of Affairs available at xfinity.com/tv  
and on the XFINITY TV Go app

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. Installation charges may apply. Prepaid card offer end 12/31/15, and is limited to new HD Preferred XF Triple Play (or above) residential customers. Two-year contract required. 
Early termination fee applies. Cards issued by Citibank, N.A. pursuant to a license from Visa® U.S.A. Inc. and managed by Citi Prepaid Services. Cards will not have cash access and can be used everywhere Visa® debit cards 
are accepted. Call for restrictions and complete details, or visit comcast.com. © 2015 Comcast. All rights reserved.  BLI160792-0002

Call your Move Specialist at 1-877-671-3647  
or visit comcast.com/moversedge.

Before you move, call and ask about our great 
Movers offers featuring the X1 Entertainment 
Operating System® — only from XFINITY.® 
Then choose the installation option that works best for you:
• Schedule a professional installation on the date you choose within a 2-hour  

appointment window — guaranteed. 

• Take it with you — ask how you can bring your equipment with you when you move.

Call and ask how you can  
get a Visa® Prepaid Card worth up  
to $200 when you select a qualifying 
HD Triple Play. 

OR

106038_BLI160792-0002 Mb0155 insert_9.1837x11.25.indd   1 4/22/15   6:13 PM
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Project updates

2   Hufsmith-Kohrville Road 
Segment 1 
Contractor Menade Inc. began 
construction Feb. 16 to widen 
Hufsmith-Kohrville Road from a two-
lane asphalt roadway to a four-lane 
concrete boulevard section.

Timeline: Feb. 16, 2015- 
Feb. 15, 2016
Cost: $6.59 million
Funding sources: Harris County 
Precinct 4

3   Gosling Road widening
Harris County has plans to widen Gosling 
Road from Spring Stuebner Road north to 
Research Forest Drive. The roadway will 
be widened to a four or five-lane roadway. 
Segment 1, from Spring Stuebner Road 
to West Mossy Oaks Road, is in the final 
design phase and could be out to bid in 
the second quarter of 2015. Segment 
2, from West Mossy Oaks Road to West 
Rayford Road, and Segment 3, from West 
Rayford Road and Research Forest Drive, 
are still in the study phase. 

Timeline: Segment 1 is expected to  
be bid in the second quarter of 2015. 
Segments 2 and 3 are still in the study 
phase. 
Cost: $7.8 million (Segment 1), $10.6 million 
(Segment 2), $5.2 million (Segment 3)
Funding sources: Harris County 
Precinct 4

4   Spring Cypress Road widening
Harris County has plans to add a fifth lane 
to Spring Cypress Road from I-45 east to 
Lexington Boulevard. The contractor, Angel 
Brothers Construction, began construction 
on the project March 2.

Timeline: March 2-Sept. 27
Cost: $3.49 million
Funding sources: Harris County 
Precinct 4

5   T.C. Jester signal installation 
Harris County continues to install traffic 
lights at intersections along T.C. Jester 
Boulevard between FM 1960 and FM 
2920 in Spring. Originally scheduled for  
completion May 22, the completion date 
was pushed back to December due to 
changes in the contract allowing for in-
stallation of an additional signal at Spring 
Creek Oaks Drive and modifications  
at Pinelakes Boulevard and Alvin A.  
Klein Road. 

Timeline: March 21, 2014-December 2015
Cost: $2.56 million
Funding sources: Harris County 
Precinct 4, TxDOT

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at sklnews@communityimpact.comCompiled by Matt Stephens
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Lane closures for the Grand Parkway construction

Boudreaux Road from Hwy. 249 to Old Boudreaux Road will see alternating eastbound and 
westbound lane closures from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. through May 15. 

Hildebrandt Road from Klein Oak Lane to Kuykendahl Road will be closed until 4 p.m. May 21. 

I-45 northbound Hardy Toll Road exit, I-45 northbound frontage road left lane and right 
shoulder from Spring Stuebner Road entrance ramp to north of exit No. 72 will be closed 
through the end of this summer.

I-45 northbound entrance ramps for Spring Stuebner Road and FM 2920 will be closed 
through May 31. 

Project spotlight

1   The Grand Parkway  F-1, F-2 and G 
Construction continues on three simultaneous segments—F-1, F-2 and G—of Houston’s 
third outer loop. The segments stretch from Hwy. 290 to Hwy. 59 and feature major 
overpasses and interchanges at Hwy. 290, Hwy. 249 and I-45. For up-to-date information, 
visit www.grandparkway99.com.  

Timeline: July 2013-December 2015
Cost: $1 billion
Funding sources: Texas Department of Transportation

249

45

2920

1960

W. Mossy Oaks Rd.

Hollow Glen Ln.

1

99

HYUNDAI

1-888-251-8370TOLL
FREE:www.ConroeHyundai.com

Exit Hwy 105 go North to Wilson Rd.  We are located at I-45 North and Wilson Rd.

All prices plus TT&L Pictures and colors for illustration only. 1) on Select New 2014 and 2015 Hyundais In Stock. 2), 3) 75 Month Chase Bank Financing,  3.9% APR 20% Down and 1st Month Payment of 2) $293.41 3) 196.44, + TT&L, With 
Approved Credit. Some applicable rebates/ incentives may change due to rebate/incentive changes made by manufacturer after release of publication of this ad.

NEW 2015 HYUNDAI 
SANTA FE 

SPORT
Several To 

Choose

$24,639 $288.12Mo2 $16,205 $189Mo

NEW 2015 HYUNDAI 
ELANTRA 
4 DOOR

3

NEW 2015 HYUNDAI 
SONATA

Several To Choose

$19,733
NEW 2015 HYUNDAI 

GENESIS SEDAN
Several To Choose

Several To 
Choose

Sale Price $25,139 Less $500 HMA Bonus Cash

Sale Price $21,733 Less $1000 HMA Bonus Cash, Less $1000 March Event Cash

$37,013 Sale Price $18,955 Less $1750 HMA Bonus Cash, Less $1000 March Event Cash 

MONTH-LONG MEMORIAL DAY SAVINGS
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Critical Moment.
Critical Decision.
Which Emergency Department  
will you trust when minutes count?

When serious symptoms strike, you can count on us. Our Emergency Department 
is in the neighborhood, open 24/7 and is staffed by board-certified emergency 
physicians, emergency-trained nurses, licensed radiologists, and certified laboratory 
technologists who can handle a wide range of major medical emergencies.  
Make the critical decision to choose CHI St. Luke’s Health.

Learn what to do in an emergency at CHISL-ER.org.

The Vintage Hospital
Emergency Department
20171 Chasewood Park Drive
Houston, TX 77070
832-534-6100
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Treat! Cupcakes serves a wide array of cupcakes as well as sugar cookies and other treats. 
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Treat! Cupcakes 
Bakery thrives in Vintage Park location 

M any people nearing retire-
ment age slow down in 
preparation to enjoy their 

retirement. But for SharRon Aaron 
and Shirley Sembritzky, co-owners of 
Treat! Cupcakes, starting a business 
six years ago was a necessity. 

The two friends left Champions Golf 
Club after nearly 40 years of service. 
Aaron was no longer able to perform 
her job as manager of the dining 
room—a position she held for 37 
years—after losing part of her hearing 
as a result of cancer treatments. Mean-
while Sembritzky said it was time to 
let someone younger take her place. 

However neither woman was 
ready for retirement, so Aaron and 
Sembritzky opted to open their own 
business instead. 

“We’d been in the food business all 
our lives so we felt like we knew what 
people wanted,” Sembritzky said. “You 
are never too old or too sick [to work] 
if you need an income and we did.”

Even though their friends thought 
they had lost their minds, Aaron and 
Sembritzky said, the two pushed on  
with the business. The planning phase 
took more than a year, but the two 
longtime friends opened Treat! Cup-
cakes in March 2010 in an 800-square-
foot space in Vintage Park.

The original location was so small 

employees were forced to carry cup-
cake pans over their heads and dishes 
had to be washed and dried at the 
same time because there was no place 
to put anything. 

“At this time in 2009, [The] Vintage 
was looking pretty gloomy,” Sem-
britzky said. “As soon as a business 
would open it would close within a 
year, which was depressing, but we 
kept going.” 

Despite turnover in the shopping 
center the business thrived. The own-
ers moved Treat! two doors down in 
2012, more than doubling its size. 

In addition to cupcakes, the store 
also carries dog treats, sugar cookies, 
hand-fried pies and gingerbread treats 
around Christmas. Everything is 
made fresh from scratch with no cake 
mixes, fillers or additives included in 
the baking process. Treat! also carries 
gluten- and sugar-free cupcakes. 

Sembritzky said the owners credit 
much of the shop’s success to their 
many friends in the Champions area. 

“We did not have money to adver-
tise, so word of mouth brought us 
through,” Sembritzky said. 

The owners give back to the com-
munity by donating leftover cup-
cakes every night to Child Protective 
Services, hospitals, fire departments, 
homeless shelters and other charities. 

BUSINESS

Favorite flavors
• Carrot cake
• Chocolate lovers
• Chocolate raspberry
• Chunky monkey (banana nut)
• Coconut cream pie (seasonal)
• Key lime
• Maple bacon 
• Margarita (seasonal)
• Mexican hot chocolate
• Pumpkin spice (seasonal)
• Red velvet
• Vanilla

Treat! Cupcakes employs four full-time 
bakers and 13 total employees. 

The shop donates cupcakes to local groups.

SharRon Aaron (left) and Shirley Sembritzky 
opened Treat! Cupcakes in March 2010. 

In addition to other sweets, the shop sells 
gluten- and sugar-free cupcakes. 

By Ariel Carmona Jr.

Icing on the cake
     5
years

operating at 
Vintage Park

Co-owners have 
worked in food 

industry for almost
40
 years

25 varieties
of cupcakes sold

Treat! Cupcakes

  Louetta Rd.

249

126 Vintage Park Blvd., 
Houston
281-251-0016 
Hours: Mon.-Wed. 8 a.m.- 
8 p.m., Thu.-Sat. 8 a.m.-9 p.m. 

   Chasewood Park Dr.

Dr. Kendra McMullin and Dr. Tim Schroeder

MEET OUR 
PHARMACISTS

281.251.0904

Tired of Battling with Chronic Fatigue? 
 BY USING NUTRITIONAL/HORMONAL TESTING, 

WE CAN HELP YOU 
FIND THE RIGHT LIFESTYLE 

MODIFICATION 
PROGRAM!

8344 Spring Cypress Rd, Suite A, Spring
@ Champion Forest and Spring Cypress, next to The Hill Dental Group  www.bluejaypharmacy.com

A Compounding Pharmacy 
that is committed to serving physicians 

and patients by fi nding creative 
solutions to unique medical situations.

Nutritionist on site!
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= Our Houston Customers

All of these homeowners chose our replacement 
windows and patio doors –maybe you should too.

No pressure.  During your Free Window Diagnosis, we’ll give you an exact, 
down-to-the-penny price that’s good for an entire year.
112 years of window expertise.  We’re the replacement division of 
Andersen, the window and door brand that your dad told you to trust.

No middleman to deal with.  There’s no runaround 
between the installer and the manufacturer because we handle 
it all, from custom-building to installing to warranting all our 
products.

We won’t sell you vinyl.  We’ve replaced thousands of poor-
quality vinyl windows and patio doors, so we made our 
window’s Fibrex composite material much, much stronger 
than vinyl.

Make an appointment 
and get a price that’s 

good for an entire year!

1-888-928-3977Call for your FREE Window  
and Patio Door Diagnosis

1Offer not available in all areas. Discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution. Cannot be combined with other offers. Buy one window, get the second 
window, of equal or lesser value, 40% off. Discount applied to lowest priced window and/or door products in purchase. To qualify for discount offer, initial contact for a free 
Window Diagnosis must be made and documented on or before 6/7/15 with the appointment then occurring no more than 10 days after the initial contact. 0% APR for 48 months 
available to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. Not all customers may qualify. Higher rates apply for customer with lower credit ratings. Financing not valid with 
other offers or prior purchases. No Finance Charges will be assessed if promo balance is paid in full in 48 months. Renewal by Andersen retailers are independently owned and 
operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only, and all financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with 
Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, all subject to credit requirements. Renewal by Andersen 
retailers do not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing. “Renewal by Andersen” and 
all other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2015 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2015 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. *See limited 
warranty for details.

plus

or
40% OFF1 

SAVE $785

Buy one window, 
get one window

on every patio door1 
*Choose window discount or financing 

 Patio door discount is in addition to both.

Must call before June 7th!

Why have thousands of Houston customers 
chosen us to replace their windows?

for 4 years1

Interest 
0%$0

Down Payment

Awards for Excellence 
Winner of Distinction 

2008-2014 

Awards for Excellence 
Winner of Distinction 

2006-2014 
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Hugo’s Italian Grill & Pizzeria
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                 Kuykendahl Rd.Willow Forest Dr.

23110 Kuykendahl Road, Tomball
281-257-9720
www.facebook.com/hugositaliangrill
Hours: Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.,  
Fri. 11 a.m.-10 p.m., Sat. 1-10 p.m.

An El Salvador native, chef Hugo Benitez opened Hugo’s Italian Grill & Pizzeria in Spring in 2011. 
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Hugo’s Italian  
Grill & Pizzeria
Chef takes joy in crafting homemade meals

A fter working more than 25 
years in the food service 
industry, chef Hugo Benitez 

finally realized his dream of running 
his own restaurant four years ago 
when he opened Hugo’s Italian Grill 
& Pizzeria in Spring.

A native of El Salvador, Benitez 
said he spent years working in other 
restaurants in the area and learning 
from other chefs. Over time he slowly 
honed his culinary skills before 
deciding to focus on Italian cuisine. 

“I always had the idea to open up 
my own business,” Benitez said. “That 
was always the ultimate goal for me, 
but it took me a long time to finally 
make the time and make up my mind 
to finally do it.” 

Hugo’s offers extensive lunch and 
dinner menus showcasing traditional 
Italian fare, such as lasagna, eggplant 
Parmesan and other pasta dishes. The 
restaurant also offers soups, seafood 
dishes and pizza.

The chef said he had to overcome 
his own doubts about whether the 
business would be successful when he 
decided to open the eatery. However, 
the restaurant has enjoyed steady 
business since opening in 2011.

“We don’t always get the lunch 

crowd because a lot of business  
people are down on [FM] 2920, but 
we are pretty steady during dinner 
time and on the weekend,” he said.

Every dish served at Hugo’s is 
homemade and prepared fresh. 

“I think Italian [cuisine] has a lot 
of variety,” Benitez said. “There is 
variety in meats and fish.”

Owning his own restaurant has 
given Benitez the opportunity to 
practice his craft. The chef said he 
enjoys preparing off-menu dishes 
on occasions or if customers request 
something special.

Benitez said he and assistant Patri-
cia Rojas, whom he has worked with 
for the past 15 years, discovered there 
is no great secret to repeat customers 
beyond providing great customer 
service and excellent food. 

Although Benitez said it has taken 
years to master his craft, his passion 
for food has always been a driving 
force in his life. 

“I always wanted to be in the 
kitchen ever since I can remember,” 
he said. “Sometimes you just can’t 
describe the feeling of discovering 
new flavors and combinations. It 
makes you feel like you don’t have 
any limits.” 

DINING

Seafood selections
• Salmon alla tequila (pictured): Salmon 

is grilled with capers and shrimp and 
topped with tequila and a lemon sauce. 
$26.95 (dinner) 

• Shrimp alla pomodoro: Sauteed shrimp 
are served with diced tomato, basil, garlic 
and wine over linguini pasta. $14.95 
(dinner)

Plethora of pastas
• Canneloni: Homemade, rolled pasta 

is stuffed with ricotta cheese, beef and 
spinach, baked and topped with becha-
mel cream and marinara sauce. $9.95 
(lunch), $12.95 (dinner)

• Melanzani d’la casa (pictured): 
Eggplant slices are filled with spinach, 
mushrooms, mozzarella cheese and 
baked, then topped with Rose sauce. 
$13.95 (dinner)

Chicken choices
• Chicken alla Parmigiana: This classic 

Italian dish tops breaded chicken breast 
with mozzarella cheese and bakes it with 
marinara sauce. $8.50 (lunch),  
$14 (dinner). 

• Chicken Florentine (pictured): Chicken 
strips are sauteed with mushrooms, diced 
Roma tomatoes and basil in a white wine 
sauce and served over spaghetti. $8.95 
(lunch), $15.95 (dinner)

By Ariel Carmona Jr.

www.woodlandscenter.org

Community IMPACT 2.1709  x 11.25”
jdollar@judestudios.com

Tickets can be purchased at The 
Pavilion Box Office, all Ticketmaster 
outlets, by calling 800-745-3000 or 
online at www.ticketmaster.com.

Friday
MAY 29
The Music 
of Led Zepplin
HOUSTON SYMPHONY
8 p.m. / Doors: 7 p.m.
$20 orchestra seating
FREE mezzanine and lawn 
seating courtesy of 
Huntsman and Kiewit

Friday
JUNE 12
Disney in Concert
HOUSTON SYMPHONY
8 p.m. / Doors: 6:30 p.m.
$20 orchestra seating
FREE mezzanine and lawn 
seating courtesy of 
Woodforest National Bank
and Huntsman

app store and Google Play

Led Zepplin

MAY

29

Disney in Concert

JUNE

12
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Food truck park on I-45 to bring 
new dining options to Spring
Venue to offer food truck vendors, craft beer, music

By Wendy Cawthon and Matt Stephens
In an area once largely devoid of 

food trucks, northwest Harris County 
residents have begun to see an 
increase in mobile dining options over 
the past few months. A new venue 
could soon bring even more mobile 
dining to the region. 

Bernie’s Backyard, a food truck 
park and entertainment venue, is 
slated to open this summer at 22314 
I-45 near Old Town Spring. The 
venue will offer live music, craft beer, 
a kid-friendly dessert shop and mul-
tiple food truck vendors. 

C. Evans, a 
park official 
with Bernie’s 
Backyard, said 
the venue will 
bring a much-
needed enter-
tainment option 
to the Spring 
area.

“[The found-
ers of Bernie’s 
Backyard] are all foodies,” Evans 
said. “We like the food truck experi-
ence, [and] we find it’s unique. I don’t 
believe there’s anything like [this] in 
the area. I hope Houston’s ready for 
us—the food truck scene is growing.”

The lot contains eight spaces for 
food trucks as well as gas, water and 
electricity connections. Evans said 
mobile eatery owners will be able to 
rent spaces much like they would at a 
parking lot or other private property. 
The food trucks at the venue will 
feature various cuisines, including 

Greek and Italian as well as burgers, 
barbecue dishes, chicken tenders and 
a french fry truck.

“There’s food [options] for the 
whole family, and usually that’s the 
hardest thing for my family to decide 
is where we’re going to go out to eat,” 
Evans said. “We all come up with dif-
ferent things. [Venues like this] have 
to have something for [the kids], and 
something for me and my wife.”

A growing trend
Popular semipermanent eateries 

in the area, such as Sindy’s Tacos 
and The Black 
Garlic, operate 
by obtaining six-
month permits, 
undergoing 
inspections from 
Harris County 
and leasing space 
from landowners. 

To obtain 
permits, all food 
trucks must 

pass inspections to demonstrate the 
vehicles meet food safety, water and 
electric standards. 

In addition, written and notarized 
permission to operate on private 
property must be on display for 
customers, according to the Harris 
County Public Health and Environ-
ment Services website.

Myeshi Briley, president of the 
Spring/Klein Chamber of Commerce, 
said the food truck park could be 
a welcome addition to the Spring 
community. 

COMMUNITY

“Food trucks are the new thing, 
and if it’s going to be a nice thing 
where people can try different foods 
from different vendors, [that] works 
very well in Houston,” Briley said. 
“I think the food truck industry has 
changed. ... If it’s done like downtown 
[Houston] with an upscale feel, it’s 
probably going to do very, very well.” 

She said food trucks could be a 
more affordable option to restaurants 
for other food service businesses. 

“It gives those guys the opportu-
nity who can’t really afford the brick 
and mortar [location], and if [these 
businesses] do the catering, they can 
be mobile,” Briley said. “It gives them 
the best of both worlds.”

Opposition in Tomball
During an April 20 meeting, Tom-

ball City Council discussed passing 
an amendment to the city ordinance 
that could prevent semipermanent 
food trucks or trailers from obtaining 
or renewing permits in city limits. 
The ordinance could also limit the 
amount of time a mobile truck could 
stay in one site.

“The easiest way to [solve the issue] is 
to say, ‘You’ve got one six-month permit 
and that’s it,’” Tomball Mayor Gretchen 
Fagan said during the April 20 meeting. 
“It would be a lot easier [for city officials] 
to say we won’t issue a second permit.” 

Council members will discuss and 
could take action on the issue in May. 
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Dining options on the go

Bernie’s Backyard site plan

Bernie’s Backyard is a new food truck park and entertainment 
venue slated to open this summer.

Bernie’s Backyard
22314 I-45 N., Spring
www.berniesbackyard.com

Source: Bernie’s Backyard/Community Impact Newspaper

“I don’t believe there’s 
anything like [Bernie’s 
Backyard] in the area. I 
hope Houston’s ready for 
us—the food truck scene  
is growing.”

—C. Evans, Bernie’s Backyard park official

Authentic Italian Cuisine is 
Closer Than You Think

“Gratzi is at the top of our list 
when we consider going out for 

fine dining. ” 
–Nathan, Spring.

“� e food is amazing. It’s de� nitely worth 
checking out!”

- Bella M., Spring

“� e food is worth a drive from any 
distance in Houston.” 

- Shane D.

             281-376-4800    
gratziitalian.com

Early Bird Special Lasagna, Fettucine 
Alfredo or Spaghetti with Meatballs for 

$8.95

Tuesday & Thursday 
Night Specials

12” pizza with 2 traditional 
toppings for $7.95

Monday Night Specials

Wine Night – $7 bottles of Meridian, 
Cabernet, or Chardonnay

Wednesday Night Specials6334 FM 2920, Ste 110, 
Spring 77379

On 2920, between Kuykendahl and TC Jester, Next to Wood Forest Bank
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Community, Lone Star College 
System consider campus carry law
By Shawn Arrajj

As state legislators move closer 
to expanding gun rights at public 
colleges and universities, Lone Star 
College System officials conducted 
two public forums to educate the 
community on the proposed laws and 
gather feedback.

A March 31 forum at LSC-CyFair 
featured an overview of the two bills—
House Bill 937 and Senate Bill 11—and 
a discussion of the pros and cons if they 
were to pass. The event was open to 
students, faculty and community mem-
bers and drew hundreds of attendees.

“It’s an issue that people are pas-
sionate about on both sides,” said 
Mark Thorsby, forum moderator and 
chairman of the philosophy depart-
ment at LSC-CyFair. “The goal is to 
engender dialogue rather than debate. 
We want people to speak to each other 
rather than at each other.”

Attendees formed groups and were 
asked to share opinions on whether 
they supported the expansion, 
opposed it, were undecided or neutral. 
They were also asked to discuss the 
merits of including a local control 
option, which would allow the LSCS 
board of trustees to ultimately control 
the extent to which gun rights are 
expanded at system campuses. 

Such an option was not included 
in SB 11 when it passed in the state 
Senate March 19, but board members 
passed a resolution at an April 9 meet-
ing calling for one to be included as an 
amendment if the bill is passed.

Attendees were polled upon entering 
the forum. Results showed 54 percent 
were against the expansion, 30 per-
cent were for it and 16 percent were 

undecided. Results from a poll taken 
after the forum showed opposition 
increasing to 62 percent while support 
decreased to 28 percent. 

The results  of the poll and discus-
sions from the public forum will be 
considered by the board in the for-
mation of future policies, LSCS board 
Chairwoman Linda Good said.

“If legislation passes providing a 
local option, we need to know where 
the community stands so we can make 
well-informed decisions,” she said. “If a 
local option isn’t included, we still have 
to figure out how to live with this law. 
Everything from hiring more police 
officers to training our employees in 
conflict resolution could potentially be 
a part of this.”

Bill details
If passed, HB 937 and SB 11 would 

allow individuals with concealed 
handgun licenses to carry a concealed 
weapon anywhere on public college 
or university campuses. Existing law 
allows concealed carry on college 
campuses but not inside buildings.

Citizens are required to be 21 years 
of age or older to obtain a CHL, which 
would exclude the majority of col-
lege students in the state. However, 
approximately 59 percent of LSCS 
students are 21 or older, according to 
demographic data.

SB 11, filed by state Sen. Brian Bird-
well, R-Granbury, was passed by the 
Senate along party lines and was sent 
on to the House of Representatives 
on March 20. HB 937, filed by state 
Rep. Allen Fletcher, R-Cypress, was 
referred by the Homeland Security and  
Public Safety Committee March 5. A 

report on the bill was sent to Calen-
dars April 15. The House is expected to 
be divided along party lines as well.

Proponents of the bill say its 
purpose is 
centered on 
self-defense, 
and add citi-
zens should be 
able to protect 
themselves in 
threatening 
situations.

“If some-
thing bad 
happens on 
campus, I don’t 
want to be at 
the mercy of the criminals who aren’t 
going to abide by the law anyway,” said 
Jonathan Hamilton, a LSCS student and 
six-year Army veteran. 

Opponents say it would make cam-
puses more dangerous and negatively 
affect relationships between students 
and faculty.

“I watch my students to see how 
they’re doing, not to watch out for a 
weapon that might misfire or be pulled 

out,” said Roberta Short, an associate 
professor of English at LSC-CyFair. “I 
fundamentally believe this will create a 
cultural shift for faculty.”

The Senate 
bill includes 
provisions that 
make on-cam-
pus hospitals, 
sporting 
venues and day 
care centers 
exempt from 
the law. SB 11 
would also 
grant universi-
ties immunity 
from lawsuits 

for the actions of a CHL holder on 
campus and allow schools to impose 
rules on the storage of weapons in 
dorms and residence halls. 

An amendment to SB 17, which calls 
for open carry to be legalized state-
wide, specified open carry would still 
be illegal on college campuses even if 
both laws pass this session. SB 11 also 
allows private universities to opt out 
and continue with existing gun bans. 

EDUCATION

“Everything from hiring 
more police officers to 
training our employees 
in conflict resolution 
could potentially be a 
part of this.”
—Linda Good, chair of the Lone Star College 
System board of trustees

A forum addressing proposed laws to expand gun rights at colleges drew Lone Star College 
students, faculty and community members to the LSC-CyFair Conference Center on March 31.
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Report suggests turning Astrodome 
into $242 million multiuse facility
By Matt Stephens

An Urban Land Institute advisory 
panel report has recommended Harris 
County turn the 50-year-old Astro-
dome into a massive indoor, multiuse 
park that could cost more than $242 
million to construct.

The report, which was prepared by 
land-use experts during a five-day 
panel held Dec. 15-19, details a variety 
of improvements that could be made 
to the Astrodome. Suggestions include 
the creation of a new ground-floor 
park and event space inside the dome 
and 1,500 new parking spaces on the 
first two floors as well as the creation 
of additional event space and exhibi-
tion space within the structure.

Vacant since 2008 the Astrodome’s 
redesign could reuse the floors for 
a variety of programmable space, 
including expanding the game-day 
experience for the Houston Texans 
and providing new space for the 
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, 
the report states. 

“It’s gratifying to me to see that 

even a large group of experts from 
all across the nation recognized the 
Astrodome as the unique and beloved 
asset that it is,” Harris County Judge 
Ed Emmett said.

Commissioners Court unanimously 
approved a motion March 31 to 
receive the report and return it to the 
corporation, which will come back 
to the court with an implementation 
plan. That plan will include possible 
funding avenues for the project. 

Harris County Communications 
Director Joe Stinebaker said the 
Harris County Sports and Convention 
Corporation would review the rec-
ommendations and come back to the 
Commissioners Court with a plan. 

“That  timetable has not been estab-
lished,” HCSCC Executive Director 
Kevin Hoffman said. “We’d like to 
get it reviewed and back to the county 
as soon as possible. It’s a very tedious 
process, and we want to be thorough.” 

In addition to a review of the 
plan itself, the HCSCC will consider 
financing options for the Astrodome 

plan, which could include historical 
tax credits, a tax increment reinvest-
ment zone, philanthropy and private 
investments, Stinebaker said. The cost 
for this plan is still unknown but the 
ULI report suggests it could cost more 
than $242.4 million.

“If there were a significant invest-
ment from the county, it would almost 
certainly be put to a bond issue,” 
Stinebaker said.

Hoffman could not comment on 
any potential funding partners for the 
project, but said the HCSCC is being 

thorough with its planning. 
“We’re scrubbing the numbers,” 

he said. “We’re looking at the dollar 
amounts to make sure they’re as  
accurate as possible.

The ULI report and proposal is the 
latest initiative to determine how to 
proceed with the aging and vacant 
Astrodome. In 2013 Harris County 
voters turned down a $217 million 
proposal to renovated the Astrodome 
into a facility site for festivals, com-
munity events, sporting events and 
conferences. 
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The Urban Land Institute has recommended the 50-year-old Astrodome be turned into a multiuse park. 

Jeff Beard, CCIM
President

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

Commercial Real 
Estate Leaders

LANDLORD & TENANT 
REPRESENTATION

SITE ACQUISITION

SALES & LEASING 

CONSULTING

PROPERTY  
MANAGEMENT

INSIGHT.
LEADERSHIP.
EXPERTISE.

Featured Properties
Spring Hill Office/Warehouse
312 Spring Hill Dr., Spring
• 2,200-16,000 SF spaces available

• Private entry and private restroom

• Suites are individually metered.

• Excellent location, approximately

  1 mile from Interstate 45, Hardy

  Toll Road and the ExxonMobil 

 Corporate Campus

Havenwood Office Park
25700 I-45, Spring
• 250,000 SF Class A office building, 

 expected 4th quarter delivery

• High-end finishes, designed to be LEED 

 Silver Certified

• Located in between The Woodlands

 Town Center and Exxon Mobil campus

• On-site property management  

 and leasing

Harmony Plaza
3535 Rayford Rd., Spring
• New construction  – est. delivery  

 June 2015

• Located near intersection of Rayford Rd 

 @ Grand Parkway 99, East of I-45 North

• 10,000 SF retail center

• Adjacent to HEB Grocery Development 

• Est. Completion Fall 2015

Woodforest Plaza
6334 FM 2920, Spring
• Located ½ mile west of Kuykendahl 
 at the lighted intersection of T.C. Jester
 and FM 2920
• Available retail space consist of 1,340 SF 
 and would be ideal for an established
 retail, medical or professional business
• Features include, great exposure and visibility
 to FM 2920, monument signage, abundant 
 parking area and over-sized back dock

FOR LEASE

FOR LEASE

FOR LEASE

FOR LEASE
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Tomball-area 
business park 
names tenant
By Liza Winkler

Tomball officials announced in April 
international oilfield services company 
Packers Plus Energy Services as the 
first tenant under contract at the new 
Tomball Business and Technology Park 
just outside of Spring.

“We are very excited—this will 
be a huge project for the park,” said 
Kelly Violette, executive director of 
the Tomball Economic Development 
Corporation.

Canadian-based Packers Plus oper-
ates three campuses in Houston. The 
company will occupy 17.38 acres of 
the total 85 acres available for devel-
opment at the 120-acre park, Violette 
said. The $21 million facility will con-
sist of a 237,000-square-foot manufac-
turing building, a 50,000-square-foot 
research and development structure 
and a multistory 40,000-square-foot 
corporate office.

City officials made the announce-
ment at a council meeting April 20. 
Over the next five years, Packers 
Plus is projected to create 172 jobs, 
Violette said.  

The TEDC has been working to 
bring the company to the park since 
July. The park’s location at the corner 
of Holderrieth and Hufsmith-Kohr-
ville roads with direct access to the 
new Tomball Tollway helped attract 
the company, Violette said.

She said Packers Plus hopes to close 
on the campus around June or July 
with construction on Phase 1 set to 
begin around the end of summer. 

City Council is expected to vote on 
the construction bids for the project 
May 18. The first phase of construc-
tion on the research and development 
structure is scheduled for completion 
by March 2016. The two subsequent 
building phases will be completed in 
the following two years, Violette said.

BRIEFS

TAG panelists discuss 
Houston-area rail transit
By Ariel Carmona Jr.

Agencies such as the Gulf Coast 
Rail District and the Metropolitan 
Transit Authority of Harris County 
continue to work on solving trans-
portation problems in the Greater 
Houston area despite heavy competi-
tion for state and federal funding.

During a Transportation Advocacy 
Group event April 29, transportation 
agencies agreed greater emphasis has 
been put on funding highways in 
recent years while less focus has been 
placed on mass transit.

“It’s not about how many more rails 
[are built and] where is the best place 
for them—it’s about expanding toll-
ways and roads,” METRO President 
and CEO Tom Lambert said.

Lambert said his agency is working 
on improvements that will revitalize 
METRO’s image. He said a greater 
effort is being made toward develop-
ing rail and multiple modes of mass 
transit. However, some panelists said 

they believe 
competition 
for funding for 
various projects 
has hampered 
progress. 

“We do not 
advocate for 
competition for 
money, but it is 
the real world,” said Bert Keller, Gulf 
Coast Rail District chairman. “On the 
money part, our system is designed to 
have competition.”

Keller said his dream would be 
for the state to allow local agencies 
to work together and develop local 
options for rail and mass transit.

“We’ve been successful at the local 
level, but at the state level we can’t get 
survivability for some reason,” he said.

Texas Central Railway President 
Robert Eckels said TCR has moved 
forward with a regional mobility 
plan but has encountered some 

roadblocks—notably a lack of revenue 
streams, a lack of taxpayer support 
and inefficient long-term designs.

“As a private entity, we have cherry- 
picked the route we think we can 
afford to build,” Eckels said. “It gets 
back to money. The frustration I 
do get from [the Texas Department 
of Transportation] is that we don’t 
design the roads for future needs.”

Eckels said the project has garnered 
support from entities in the Greater 
Houston area but has faced opposi-
tion from residents who fear division 
of their property and county roads.

Grow Northwest fundraising surpasses $300,000, 
proposed bill could help fund improvement initiative
By Matt Stephens

Thanks in part to a $100,000 
donation from the Lanier Law Firm, 
the Houston Northwest Chamber of 
Commerce has raised $350,000 for its 
Grow Northwest initiative. Addition-
ally the chamber continues to seek 
new avenues for funding the campaign 
through a bill that would allow utility 
districts to help 
fund the program. 

The Lanier Law 
Firm announced 
the $100,001 
contribution to the 
chamber at a pub-
lic forum April 30 
where the chamber 
presented the plan 
to dozens of com-
munity leaders. 

“Most [people come to the region] 
for the quality of life initiatives, for 
the economic development or because 
of concerned, caring individuals 
like yourselves,” said Kevin Roberts, 
executive director for the law firm. 
“We have many things because of 

individuals like yourselves. We want 
to not only talk the talk. We also want 
to put some substance behind it.”

The Houston Northwest Medical 
Center also donated $100,000 to the 
improvement plan last year, accord-
ing to chamber officials. 

Not depending solely on donations 
to fund the plan, chamber presi-

dent Barbara 
Thomason 
said the cham-
ber supports 
House Bill 
2528, which 
could provide 
funding for 
Grow North-
west. 

The bill, filed 
by State Rep. 

Patricia Harless, R-Spring, on March 
6, would allow municipal utility dis-
tricts to place a checkoff box on water 
bills of residents that would allow 
them to fund economic development 
projects such as Grow Northwest.  

The bill has passed out of the 

Natural Resources Committee and 
was placed on the Local, Consent and 
Resolutions Calendar on May 5.  

“We’re hoping it will move on over 
to the Senate,” Thomason said. “But 
we’re quite excited about the possibil-
ity [of the legislation].” 

The Grow Northwest initiative 
requires $3.14 million over four years 
to fund improvements in three areas: 
economic development, safety and 
security and community branding. 

Thomason said the chamber could 
soon implement improvements in 
branding with monument and street 
signs. The chamber has entered into 
a contract with DG Studios and 
sought input at the April 30 forum 
regarding the signage. 

Shah Ardalan, president of Lone 
Star College-University Park and 
chamber chairman, said the improve-
ments could help address growth.  

“This is a growing community,” 
Ardalan said. “We need your help 
to grow this community with you 
and for you, for your kids [and] your 
businesses.” 

“We need your help to 
grow this community 
with you and for you, 
for your kids [and] 
your businesses.”

—Shah Ardalan, president of Lone Star
College-University Park
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TAG Chairman Jack Drake (left) moderates a panel April 29 with METRO 
President Tom Lambert (middle) and TCR President Robert Eckels (right).
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www.steamboathousetx.com
832-912-1845 CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

We specialize in serving the fi nest 
USDA Prime and Upper Choice steaks 
from Allen Bros. of Chicago and fresh 
seafood. We have added some of our 
most popular lunch items to our dinner 
menu. Enjoy up to 16 entrees at dinner 
from $12.50 to $25.00 in Houston's 
beautiful Texas History Museum. Of 
course we still have all the great steaks 
and fi ne wines. I guarantee you will 
enjoy your visit and your meal.

Charlie Fogarty, KSJ, proprietor 

STEAKS FROM ALLEN BROTHERS OF CHICAGOSTEAKS FROM ALLEN BROTHERS OF CHICAGOSTEAKS FROM ALLEN BROTHERS OF CHICAGO

A NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED STEAKHOUSE IN CY-FAIRA NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED STEAKHOUSE IN CY-FAIRA NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED STEAKHOUSE IN CY-FAIR

Tom Horan’s America’s Top Ten Steakhouses 5 YEARS IN A ROW

Tom Horan’s Texas Hall of Fame Steakhouses

MONDAY–FRIDAY LUNCH: 11am–2pm
MONDAY–SATURDAY DINNER: Beginning at 5pm

CLOSED SUNDAYS

SUMMER SPECIAL
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SCHOOL & COUNTY
News from Klein ISD, Spring ISD, and Harris County Compiled by Ariel Carmona Jr. and Matt Stephens

SISD expands bus services to 2,000 more students Klein ISD approves 106 new 
personnel for 2015-16 school year SPRING ISD An additional 

2,000 Spring ISD students 
will have the option to ride 
buses to school in the upcom-
ing 2015-16 school year 
following a vote by the board 
of trustees at its  
April 14 meeting.

The board voted to shift 
its transportation policy 
to allow buses to pick up 
students who live 1.5 miles 
or more from their respec-
tive campuses. The change 
exceeds the current 2-mile 
state limit. The expansion 
will service more than 900 
elementary school students, 
800 middle school students 
and 250 high school students 
in addition to the 13,800 stu-
dents SISD already services.

Board President Rhonda 
Faust said the district has 
had many opportunities this 
school year to receive input 
from parents regarding trans-
portation issues.

“It is very clear that the 
community believes safety 
should be a high priority, and 
the board and district admin-
istration agree,” Faust said. 
“Transportation is a key com-
ponent of student safety in the 

district, and we are pleased to 
be able to provide this service 
to more students.”

Keith Kaup, SISD’s new 
director of transportation, 
said it will cost the district 
$3.6 million for the first year 
of expanded service, which 
includes the purchase of  
20 buses at $110,000 a piece, 
the salary of 18 drivers and 
added operating costs. 

With more students able to 
use the bus service, fewer stu-
dents will be walking to and 
from school, district officials 
said. The increased bus ser-
vice should also ease traffic 
congestion in neighborhoods 

near SISD campuses. 
The funds for the 20 buses 

will come from the 2014-15 
general fund while the addi-
tional personnel and operat-
ing costs will be part of the 
2015-16 general fund budget.

SISD reduced bus trans-
portation for students from 
a quarter mile to the 2-mile 
state limit four years ago due 
to heavy budget cuts as a 
result of the state’s reduction 
of school funding.

“As a board I think it was a 
heartrending thing for us to 
go to two miles from a quar-
ter mile,” trustee Deborah 
Jensen said.

KLEIN ISD The Klein 
ISD board of trustees has 
approved about 106 additional 
personnel for the 2015-16 
school year, which could cost 
the district $5.5 million in the 
2015-16 budget. 

Of the 106 positions, about 
96 will work directly with 
students at the campus level, 
said Curt Drouillard, associ-
ate superintendent of human 
resource services for KISD. 
About 22 new nonteaching 
positions will be added at 
French Elementary School. 

The KISD board approved 
the staffing plan at the  
April 13 board meeting. 
The staffing changes will be 
included in the 2015-16 bud-
get when the board approves 
it later this summer. 

The 106 new positions is  
a decrease from the 170-plus 
positions added in 2014-15, 
Drouillard said. 

“In 2014-15, the district 
added a number of positions 
due to our ‘Good to Great’ 
program that serves our 
Klein Forest [High School] 
feeder pattern schools,” 

he said. “Also, we added a 
number of positions due to 
growth across our school 
district in 2014-15, and for 
the initial staff of French 
Elementary that will open 
this August.”

A new elementary school is 
expected to open in the  
2016-17 school year in the 
Willow Lakes Village subdi-
vision. Although the staffing 
plan does not include person-
nel for the school, Drouillard 
said the district will amend 
the budget in the spring of 
2016 to accommodate new  
positions for the school. 

The district’s $498 million 
bond election May 9 could 
affect the number of addi-
tional personnel because of 
initial planning for High 
School No. 5, set to open in 
2017, district officials said. 

Klein ISD
Meets May 18 and June 8 at 7 p.m. 

7200 Spring Cypress Road, Spring
832-249-4000
www.kleinisd.net

Spring ISD
Meets June 9 at 7 p.m. 

16717 Ella Blvd., Houston
281-891-6000
www.springisd.org

Harris County 
Commissioners Court
Meets June 2 at 10 a.m. 

1001 Preston St., Houston
713-755-5000
www.hctx.net 

Tweetings

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter 
@impactnews_SKL

TweetingsMeetings

Klein ISD bond results
Results of Klein ISD’s bond 
election were unknown as 
of press time. For updated 
news on the bond election, 
visit www.communityimpact.
com/vote-2015. 

Spring ISD has changed its transportation policy to allow buses to pick up 
students who live within 1.5 miles of their respective campuses. 
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_skl and search for 
#CITxLege or visit communityimpact.com.

During this legislative session, Community Impact Newspaper is reporting on 
bills and funding for the state regarding the budget, economy and small busi-
ness, transportation, public education, higher education, health care and more. 
All information on this page is as of May 6.

S E N I O R  L I V I N G

Spring Cypress Rd.

Louetta Rd.

Cypresswood Dr.

H
olzw

arth Rd.

Hardy Toll Road

45 20305 Holzwarth Road
Spring, TX 77388
Call 281-257-2299 
For More Details

ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE

SPECIALIZED TRAINED STAFF AVAILABLE 24/7  • GENERATIONS MEMORY CARE

RESORT-STYLE LIVING WITH ALL THE COMFORTS OF HOME

JAZZ BRUNCH
CALL TODAY TO RESERVE YOUR TABLE

ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP 
THE FIRST TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH FROM 5:30–7:00pm

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 6:00pm • OPEN TO THE PUBLIC #137178

By Joe Olivieri

HB 40, a bill that would clarify that the 
state—and not local authorities—regulates 
oil and gas activity, was approved by the 
Senate and sent to the governor for action 
May 6.

HB 26, a bill that would abolish the 
Texas Emerging Technology Fund, among 
other actions, was sent May 5 to the 
Senate Natural Resources & Economic 
Development Committee.

HB 1155, a bill that would create a 
program to help the relocation or expansion 
of businesses with high-skilled jobs, was 
sent to the Senate on May 5. 

By Kelli Weldon

On May 6 chambers of commerce, school boards and superintendents came to the 
Capitol to voice support for the House’s version of an education budget allocating  
$3 billion for education in Texas. The Senate’s version allocates about $1.4 billion.  

On May 5, the Senate Committee on Education voted 9-2 to approve HB 4, which 
outlines a high-quality prekindergarten program. The bill now heads to the Senate.

On April 22 the House passed SB 149, which aims to create committees to determine 
if students who pass classes but fail standardized tests can graduate. Sen. Kel Seliger, 
R-Amarillo, who filed the bill, moved to concur with House amendments April 29, and the 
Senate approved that motion. SB 149 was sent to the governor April 30.

SB 1483, filed by Sen. Sylvia Garcia, D-Houston, defines the community schools 
model and was considered in a public hearing April 23.

“Although community schools are operational in Texas, currently there is no definition 
or uniform set of practices,” Garcia said in an April 7 meeting, noting schools could 
choose the model outlined in statute instead of using a Texas Education Agency 
intervention team.

By Lyndsey Taylor

The Senate approved SB 575 on May 6 with a 21-10 
vote relating to abortion services covered by health 
insurance plans. 

The bill, authored by Sen. Larry Taylor, 
R-Friendswood, moves on to the House for a vote and 
prohibits “elective abortions” from being covered in 
private health insurance plans, some health benefit 
plans for state employees and those offered through 
the federal Health Insurance Marketplace, except in 
the case of a medical emergency, according to the 
bill analysis. The Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act allows individual states to set their own 
parameters for abortion coverage for health plans 
offered through the Health Insurance Marketplace. 

By Leslee Bassman

On April 28 the House unanimously approved HB 31, which would decrease the state 
sales tax rate from 6.25 percent to 5.95 percent, and HB 32 by a vote of 116-29, which 
would reduce the state’s franchise tax rate by 25 percent.

“Today the House voted [for HB 31] to provide all Texans with tax relief that 
encourages job creation and economic growth,” House Speaker Joe Straus, R-San 
Antonio, said.

Rep. Trey Martinez Fischer, D-San Antonio, opposed HB 32, saying the money saved 
should be spent on state needs including public schools and veterans programs.

 “If you think we have enough money in our schools, vote for this bill,” he said. “... If 
you believe our health care plan is the best plan that we can provide to our Texans, vote 
for this bill. Otherwise, know we’ve just sent a tax relief bill to the Senate with HB 31.”

The Senate passed SB 762 on April 28, resulting in an increase from $500 to $2,500 
in the amount of business personal property that is exempt from property tax. 

“Every Texan that owns a small business, is a sole proprietor, LLC or others will love 
this bill as it saves them time and money,” Sen. Paul Bettencourt, R-Houston, said. 

TRANSPORTATION ECONOMY AND SMALL BUSINESS

PUBLIC EDUCATION

HEALTH CARE

HIGHER EDUCATION

BUDGET

By Amy Denney 

The status of additional state funding for the Texas 
Department of Transportation is up in the air as the 
House and Senate will discuss their differences on 
approving a bill designed to divert money to the State 
Highway Fund that helps fund TxDOT.

On April 30, the House approved Senate Joint 
Resolution 5, which would dedicate $3 billion of 
revenue from the state sales and use tax to the State 
Highway Fund each fiscal year. However, the bill 
differs from the Senate’s version, approved March 4. 
The Senate’s version of the bill would dedicate the 
first $2.5 billion of motor vehicle sales tax revenue to the state’s general revenue fund and 
the second $2.5 billion to the SHF. The Senate declined to accept the House’s version of 
the bill May 4, requiring both chambers to hash out differences in a conference committee.

By Jennifer Curington

Bills slated to bring changes to higher 
education are still waiting for passage. 

A bill that would allow licensed concealed 
weapon owners to carry firearms on public 
college campuses was approved by the 
Senate but still has not been heard on the 
House floor. A bill repealing a law allowing 
some undocumented students to pay 
in-state tuition rates is waiting to be heard 
by the Senate but has not cleared its first 
committee in the House. Some other bills in 
limbo include those that would issue revenue 
bonds to help higher education institutions 
fund projects such as new facilities.

University presidents Bill Powers and Mark 
Hussey joined forces earlier in the legisla-
tive session, asking lawmakers  
for funding.

Representatives discuss a bill May 5.
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• Prohibits “elective abor-
tions” from being covered 
by private health insurance 
plans and plans offered 
through the federal Health 
Insurance Marketplace, 
except in the case of a 
medical emergency

• Clarifies insurance cover-
age for women seeking an 
“elective abortion” is avail-
able through purchasing 
supplemental health plans

Source: www.capitol.state.tx.us

SB 575

FUNDING TEXAS ROADS

Motor vehicle 
sales tax

$2.5 billion 
to general 

revenue fund  
then  

$2.5 billion  
to State 

Highway Fund

Sales and  
use tax

$3 billion   
+ 2% of 
growth  
to State 

Highway Fund

Senate House

Source: Texas 
Legislature Online
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

UPDATES FROM YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS FOR SPRING AND KLEIN

SEN. PAUL BETTENCOURT • DISTRICT 7

R-Houston

Elected: 2014

512-463-0107

paul.bettencourt@senate.state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 

• Authored Senate Bill 182 to recalculate 
the ad valorem rollback tax rates 
for certain taxing units. The bill was 
left pending in the Senate Finance 
Committee after an April 9 public hearing.

• Authored SB 1215 to abolish the 
property tax assistance division from 
the Comptroller of Public Accounts 
and transfer duties to a newly created 
tax board. The Senate passed the bill, 
which was referred to the House Ways 
& Means Committee on May 4. 

Tomball

45

610

10

Conroe

SEN. JOHN WHITMIRE • DISTRICT 15

D-Houston

Elected: 1982

512-463-0115

john.whitmire@
senate.state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 

• Authored 
SB 135, 
relating to the 
organization 
of a grand 
jury. The bill  
was referred 
to the House Criminal Jurisprudence 
Committee. A report was sent to the 
Calendars Committee on May 4.  

• Authored SB 308, which would place 
private university police under the Open 
Records Act. Passed in the Senate in 
March, the bill was recommended to 
be sent to the House Local & Consent 
Calendars Committee on May 5. 

10

59

Pasadena

Humble

610

Higher education 

Health care 

Transportation 

Public education 

Budget 

Small business 
and economy

WANT MORE TEXAS 
LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

More legislative coverage at #TxLege and communityimpact.com

Follow us on Twitter—@impactnews_skl—for Spring and 
Klein, and throughout the legislative session search for 
#CITxLege for coverage that matters to you.

REP. PATRICIA HARLESS • DISTRICT 126

SAM HOUSTON

6249

Jersey
Village

Tomball

R-Spring

Elected: 2006

512-463-0496 

patricia.harless@house.state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 

• Authored House Bill 152, which would 
allow Harris County commissioners 
to regulate fireworks. The bill was left 
pending in the County Affairs Committee 
on March 26. 

• Authored HB 399 and HB 401, which 
would increase the gasoline tax and 
vehicle registration fees, respectively. The 
bills were referred to the Transportation 
Committee in March and February.

REP. ALLEN FLETCHER • DISTRICT 130

R-Cypress

Elected: 2008

512-463-0661

allen.fletcher@
house.state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 

• Authored  
HB 937, which 
expands gun 
rights on public 
colleges to 
allow concealed handgun license 
holders to conceal carry inside campus 
buildings. The bill was considered by the 
Calendars Committee on May 7.  

• Authored HB 121, which allows drivers 
with warrants for unpaid traffic tickets 
to pay fines via debit or credit card 
without going to jail. The bill passed in 
the House on May 4 and was sent to 
the Senate on May 5. 

290
249

6

Tomball

Waller

REP. DEBBIE RIDDLE • DISTRICT 150

R-Spring

Elected: 2002

512-463-0572 

debbie.riddle@
house.state.tx.us

Top bills filed:

• Authored HB 
372, relating to 
the monitoring 
of Internet 
access of 
certain sex 
offenders. The bill was referred to the 
Criminal Jurisprudence Committee on 
April 30. 

• Authored HB 416, which requires 
personnel at abortion facilities to 
complete human trafficking training. 
The bill was placed on the general state 
calendar on May 6. 

Tomball

45

249

Schedule online:  
houstonmethodist.org/primarycare  
or call 713.394.MPCG (6724).

Houston Methodist Primary Care Group  
has opened a new location in Spring:  
7105 FM 2920, Spring, Texas 77379

NEW LOCATION IN SprINg
HOUSTON METHODIST prIMArY CArE grOUp

Pheba Zachariah, DO, MPH
Family Medicine

Sabari Sundarraj, MD
Family Medicine

Our practice offers:
• Online scheduling
• Same day access
• Early morning appointments

• Convenient location 
• Patient portal for secure  

communication with your care team

ACCEPTING  
NEW  

PATIENTS!
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Happy Mother’s Day 
from Spring Medical 

Associates

SpringMedicalAssociates.comOur group has providers able to speak English, Spanish, Vietnamese, 
Portuguese, Hindi, Bangla and Gujarati

Introducing
COMPASSIONATE, QUALITY CARE AND CONVENIENT LOCATIONS IN SPRING/KLEIN.

SPRING KLEIN 
FAMILY MEDICINE

4002 Louetta Rd.
281-528-1614 JENNIFER 

GREENBLATT, D.O.
WILLIAM 

STARKS, M.D.
DAWN

NGUYEN, M.D.
1

SPRING MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATES

23221 Aldine West� eld 
#200

281-528-1662 FRANCISCO J.
VERA, M.D.

SHITAL
PATEL, M.D.

FABIANA
FARINETTI, M.D.

2

WINDROSE 
FAMILY MEDICINE
20423 Kuykendahl Rd.

Suite 100
281-500-8660 ROCHELLE

PONDT, D.O.
BIJOY

 MUKHERJEE, D.O.3

SPRING MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATES

8111 Cypresswood 
Suite 103

281-205-8240 GIOVANNA
STARKS, M.D.

4

2920

249

1960

Hardy Toll Rd.

45

Sprin
g Cypress

Lou
etta

Cypres
swood 1960

Kuykendahl Rd.

Aldine W
estfi eld Rd.

4 6

13
2

Introducing Tarek Rafati, M.D. at 
our new location on I-45 N
SPRING MED ASSOCIATES-SAWDUST
25305 I-45 N. Spring, TX 77380  |  832-403-2166

6

 The Community’s Priorities:
Safety and Security

Economic Development
Community Image & Marketing       

 
Go to www.GrowHoustonNW.com for 

more information 
or contact the  

Houston Northwest Chamber of Commerce 
281-440-4160

3920 Cypress Creek Parkway, Suite 120
Houston, TX 77068

Renew and Invest in Grow Northwest 

Grow Northwest

The Houston Northwest Chamber 
of Commerce launched Grow 
Northwest, an economic development 
initiative, to address a need in 
northwest Harris County, to preserve 
the taxable property values, to 
expand the area’s prosperity, and to 
package and brand the area and its 
many amenities so that we are known 
as a preferred location for businesses 
and families.

Grow Northwest is the only 
initiative of its kind in this region. 
Grow Northwest has already 
demonstrated success in creating 
connections resulting in new business 
relocations, business expansions, an 
annual Economic Outlook Forum, a 
Strategic Marketing Plan, a quarterly 
commercial brokers group and the 
Economic Development Council.

Serving Families 
With Alzheimer’s

Pathways Memory Care at Villa Toscana is a specialized 
memory care community dedicated to those with memory loss. 
We o�er specialized programming and compassionate care that 
eases the concerns families have for loved ones with memory 
loss.  

We understand that memory loss can result from a variety 
of causes – Alzheimer’s, Lewy Body, Vascular and Frontotem-
poral Dementia. At Pathways, we believe that individuals with 
memory loss can live a meaningful life surrounded by the 
things they enjoy. No matter what stage you are in memory 
loss, Pathways Memory Care can meet you on your journey 
and walk with you hand and hand.

(281) 315-1450 - 2930 Cypress Grove Meadows Drive Houston, Texas 77014

Move-In Specials 
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15 Hee Haw Hijinks luncheon
The luncheon offers singing and 

humor for attendees as musician Chris 
Collins performs a number of country 
music classics. Lunch consists of 
chicken-fried chicken, mashed potatoes, 
green beans, rolls and dessert as well 
as beverages catered by Ben’s Chuck 
Wagon. 11:30 a.m. Free (admission), $8 
(suggested donation). Dennis Johnston 
Park, 709 Riley Fuzzel Road, Spring.  
281-350-1029. www.hcp4.net 

26 AARP smart driver course 
The Big Stone Lodge hosts a 

driving course for seniors. Attendees 
receive a certificate upon completion. 
Advance registration is required. Noon- 
5 p.m. $15 (American Association of 
Retired Persons members), $20 (non-
members). Dennis Johnston Park, 709 
Riley Fuzzel Road, Spring. 281-350-1029.  
www.hcp4.net 

29 Arts and crafts exhibit
The new event showcases the 

work of local artists. Attendees view the 
pieces on display and meet the artists 
who produced them. Refreshments are 
served. The deadline for entries to be 
presented is May 15. 2 p.m. Free. Dennis 
Johnston Park, 709 Riley Fuzzel Road, 
Spring. 281-350-1029. www.hcp4.net 

30 Heritage Day
Wunderlich Farms and 

the Klein, Texas Museum host this 
annual event, which features a Native 
American flute group, candlemaking, 
livestock feeding, and branding iron 
and sheep shearing demonstrations. 
Attendees can stop by the monthly 
farmers and artisans market, which 
showcases the goods of 25 local 
vendors. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Free.  
18218 Theiss Mail Route Road, Klein. 
832-249-5800. www.kleinisd.net/
historicalfoundation 

June 

11 Houston Symphony concert
The program includes Aaron 

Copland’s “Fanfare for the Common Man” 
and “Lincoln Portrait” as well as works by 
other composers. Early attendees enjoy 
the instrument petting zoo. 7:30 p.m. Free. 
The Centrum, 6823 Cypresswood Drive, 
Spring. 713-224-7575.  
www.houstonsymphony.org

 Memorial Day 
Weekend Chili 
Challenge 

Local businesses and teams from 
Southeast Texas compete in the 
fourth annual event. Live music 
plays throughout the afternoon, 
and proceeds benefit local 
veterans groups. 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Free. Tomball Historic Depot Plaza, 
201 S. Elm St., Tomball.  
281-222-4775. www.tomballtx.gov
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14 through 16
‘Painting in the Texas 

Tradition: Contemporary Texas 
Regionalism’
The Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine Arts 
presents this exhibition courtesy of 
William Reaves Fine Art. The museum 
showcases 28 works in various 
media, such as painting, drawing and 
printmaking, in which the artists provide a 
modern look at the Texas landscape and 
traditions. 10 a.m.-8 p.m. (May 14),  
10 a.m.-5 p.m. (May 15 and 16). Free. 
Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine Arts,  
6815 Cypresswood Drive, Spring.  
281-376-6322. www.pearlmfa.org

14 through 16
‘American Brilliant Cut and 

Engraved Glass: An American Art 
Form’
Showcasing a private Houston collection, 
the Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine Arts 
presents an extensive array of cut glass 
pieces in this exhibition. The works 
range from large punchbowls and vases 
to small engraved stemware. Cut glass 
featured in the exhibition shows the 
technical artistry of American industry 
from more than 100 years ago and aims 
to give viewers insight into the homes 
of Americans in the late 19th and early 
20th centuries. 10 a.m.-8 p.m. (May 14), 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. (May 15 and 16). Free. 
Rebecca Cole Gallery, Pearl Fincher 
Museum of Fine Arts, 6815 Cypresswood 
Drive, Spring. 281-376-6322. 
www.pearlmfa.org

15 16, 17, 22, 23 and 24 
‘Evita’ 

The Houston Family Arts Center invites 
the public to view the Andrew Lloyd 
Webber pop opera. The musical depicts 
the life and career of Argentina’s first lady, 
Eva Peron, who towed the line between 
the hero of the working class and a 
working-class seductress. 7:30 p.m. (May 
15, 16, 22 and 23), 3 p.m. (May 17 and 
24). $15 (students), $22 (seniors), $26 
(adults). The Garza Main Stage, Houston 
Family Arts Center, 10760 Grant Road, 
Houston. 281-587-6100.  
www.houstonfac.com

14 through 31
‘The Odd Couple’

The Texas Repertory Theatre presents 
Neil Simon’s famous comedy for the 
second time. The play showcases the 
conflict between two new roommates 
in a New York apartment: the slovenly 
Oscar Madison and the persnickety Felix 
Unger. 7:30 p.m. (May 14, 21 and 28), 
8 p.m. (May 15, 16, 22, 23, 29 and 30), 
3 p.m. (May 17, 24 and 31). $20-$38. 
Texas Repertory Theatre, 14243 Stuebner 
Airline Road, Houston. 281-583-7573. 
www.texreptheatre.org

CALENDAR Compiled by Matt Stephens and Brett Thorne

Find more or submit Spring/Klein 
events at communityimpact.com/skl.

To have Spring/Klein events 
considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by 
the fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar
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The Cynthia Woods  
Mitchell Pavilion
2005 Lake Robbins Drive
281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

May
 16 Dave Matthews Band, 8 p.m.
 23-24  Boni’s Dance Recital presents  
     “Love, Dance and Motown,” 6 p.m.
 28 Jimmy Buffett and the Coral 
  Reefer Band, 8 p.m.
 29 “The Music of Led Zeppelin,” with  
  the Houston Symphony, 8 p.m.
 30 Train with The Fray and Matt  
  Nathanson, 7 p.m.

Dosey Doe Big Barn
25911 I-45 N., Spring
281-367-3774
www.doseydoe.com

May
 14 Subdudes, 8:30 p.m.
 15 Leon Russell, 8:30 p.m.
 15-16  Tony Baldwin, 8 a.m.
 17 Peter Yarrow, 7:30 p.m.
 22 Keb’ Mo’, 8:30 p.m.
 23 Nellie McKay, 8:30 p.m.
 23-24  Joe Burlison Trio, 8 a.m.
 29 The Mystiqueros, 8:30 p.m.
 30 Shawn Colvin, 8:30 p.m.
 30-31 Tony Baldwin, 8 a.m.

Featured 
        LIVE MUSIC

Worth the TRIP

403 E. Louetta Rd. 
Spring, TX 77373
281.288.ROCK
inspirerock.com

Allow us to teach you 
how to climb HIGHER 

and live INSPIRED 
at Houston’s largest 

climbing gym!

Services
• Rock Climbing up to 43’ high

• The Kidz Cave (Kid friendly climbing area)
• Yoga & Fitness

• Birthday Party Rooms
• R3 (Rock, Ropes & Rescue) Pro Shop

• Team Building Ropes Course
• Summer camps

• 25’ portable climbing walls
• The 5. ATE Café

and much more…

Open to the public.  
No membership required.
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True ADVENTURE.

Brokers welcome. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law.
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10
10

FUTURE GRAND PKWY

99

From the $300s – $600s

For more information and to sign up for exclusive 
VIP updates, visit WoodsonsReserve.com.

BE AMONG THE FIRST TO DISCOVER
WOODSON’S RESERVE, NORTH HOUSTON’S
NEWEST MASTER PLAN COMMUNITY
LOCATED ON THE FUTURE GRAND PARKWAY.

CGC D , .ERNUS EVELOPMENT LLC

MODE L S  NOW  OPE N!

Just over the horizon lies Woodson’s Reserve, where natural beauty and 
secluded tranquility meet amazing resort-style amenities – including miles of 
nature trails and an incredible clubhouse overlooking a sparkling lake.
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Gary Trietsch
Director, Harris County Toll 
Road Authority

By Shawn Arrajj

Hired as director for the Harris County Toll Road 
Authority in August, Gary Trietsch knows Texas mobility 
challenges like few others. His 48 years in the field include 
career stints as the Houston district engineer with the 
Texas Department of Transportation and as vice president 
of Dannenbaum Engineering Corp. in Houston. Trietsch 
said his first few months with HCTRA have gone well.

“I’m very lucky that I have a great staff,” he said. “Every-
body has been here a number of years. They know what 
they’re doing and do a great job.”

HCTRA was formed by the Harris County Commission- 
ers Court in 1983 after voters approved a referendum to 
release $900 million in bonds to construct toll roads in the 
county. The authority manages several toll roads in Harris 
County, including the Sam Houston Toll Road, Hardy Toll 
Road and the upcoming Tomball Tollway.

PEOPLE

How does working for 
HCTRA compare to previous 
transportation jobs?

I’ve been in this business 48 years, 
so I’ve worked with a lot of different 
people at different locations. A lot of 
it is the same—safety and traffic oper-
ations. What’s different is customer 
relations and dealing with outlier sit-
uations. It’s surprising to find out toll 
roads are harder to manage than free 
roads, primarily due to the collection 
of the money. 

What major projects is  HCTRA 
working on this year?

The first one is the Tomball Tollway. 
We’ve been working [in March] with 
the Montgomery County commission-
ers. We both need each other. Even 
though there’s a county line involved, 
the two separate projects have to go 
hand in hand. Phase 1—from Spring 
Cypress Road to FM 2920—[opened] 
to traffic April 12. We’ll start working 
on the detailed plans [for the later 
phases] this summer or by the end of 
the year. The toll rates in Tomball will 
be set based on our current rates. We 
also have the Hwy. 249 and Beltway 8 
direct connector under construction. 
It goes right over the frontage road 
and we don’t pour concrete with  
traffic underneath, so we’ll have to 
close that off. We hope have that open 
by the end of this year, but it may be 
early next year.

 

What projects will HCTRA 
consider in the next few years?

One of the studies we’re going to be 
starting this year is between Hwy. 249 
and the Hardy Toll Road, primarily 
along the section of Beltway 8 that is 
managed by TxDOT. In the morning, 
there’s a big bottleneck there at I-45. 
We’re using that to justify trying 
to connect [Hwy. 249 and Hardy] 
together through the TxDOT section 
with a toll road to add some express 
lanes. I don’t know if we’ll be able to 
do that, but that’s one of the things we 
want to look closer at. If we do find a 
way to do it, it also may be so expen-
sive we can’t afford it. [Harris County 
Precinct 4] Commissioner [Jack] 
Cagle is the one who came up with the 
idea and asked us if we could figure 
out a way to do it.  

How is HCTRA’s financial health?
We’re in very good financial shape. 

Most people don’t realize we’re 
entirely financed by our operations 
and bonds. When you sell bonds on 
toll roads, it’s not only about paying 
the bill each month but having some 
reserves in case something happens. 
Compared to TxDOT, the [North 
Texas Tollway Authority] and other 
authorities in the state, the amount of 
money we bring in each year versus 
the number of bonds we have is prob-
ably the lowest. That affects our bond 
rating, which potentially [affects] Har-
ris County’s bond rating. We’re just a 
part of the county and many people 

don’t realize that. We’re the only part 
that makes money.

What is HCTRA doing to make  
EZ Tags more easily obtainable?

We’re hoping sometime this year 
to have EZ Tags on the shelves in 
convenience stores and places like 
Walgreens and Wal-Mart. It’s basi-
cally what you’d pick up at an EZ Tag 
store, and it can be activated online so 
you don’t ever have to go to a tag store. 
I refer to this as “retail sales.” We’ve 
gotten the proposals in from the ven-
dors. We’re going through them right 
now and have not made an award 
yet. Part two—and the most exciting 
part to me—is allowing people to get 
an EZ Tag you don’t need a credit or 
debit card to use. It would be almost 
like a cash card. [Users] can go to a 
Walgreens and pay cash to load up [a] 
card. [Users would then] get a message 
when [the] balance is getting low. It’s a 
way for infrequent users to have a tag 
as well. Hopefully in 2016 we can add 
that part to it. That all goes along with 
longer-term plans to convert to an 
all-EZ Tag format.

How would an all-EZ Tag format 
work?

This year we’re going all-EZ Tag 
on the Houston Ship Channel. That’s 
primarily a safety and traffic oper-
ations issue. People at the cash tolls 
back up onto the lanes, and it’s a 
rear-end [accident] waiting to happen. 
Hopefully we’ll have the EZ Tags in 

retail by that point so people can get 
one easily. Next year we’re going to 
be converting  the Hardy Toll Road 
to all-EZ Tag. If all goes according to 
plan the Sam Houston Tollway should 
still have cash lanes until after I leave. 
We’re gradually working that way, 
but that change will not happen any 
time soon. The thing we will not have 
is pay-by-play—when [a driver runs] 
through a toll and [he does not] have 
a tag, we send [him] a bill. TxDOT 
and NTTA have it, but our violation 
rate is fairly low, thanks to stringent 
enforcement and having a cash option. 
Overall it’s about 4 percent. 

What other long-term plans are 
in place?

We have things set up now so that 
TxDOT tags, NTTA tags, HCTRA 
tags and [Metropolitan Transit 
Authority of Harris County] tags 
work on any toll road in the state. It’s 
all on a server that collects informa-
tion from different toll roads. We 
look at that information, and we pay 
NTTA and TxDOT each month based 
on what toll roads our users are on. 
Right now we’re looking at doing an 
agreement with Oklahoma where [its] 
tags will work in Texas. [The program] 
probably won’t be [operational] this 
year, but eventually we’ll start adding 
other states. In a few years, you’ll be 
able to drive any toll road in the U.S., 
and your tag will work. We’re looking 
to provide as safe and convenient an 
experience as possible. 
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Running HCTRA

1.3 million
people have HCTRA 

EZ Tag accounts
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HCTRA’s toll 
violation rate 
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48
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Gary Trietsch
has been in 
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“Who would have ever thought my 
abdominal pain was a heart attack? 
My family took me to a local hospital 
emergency room where I was told it 
would be a four hour wait. My 
daughters told me about Parkway ER 
at Creekside. As soon as we arrived, I 
was immediately taken to the room. I 
was evaluated and treated by Dr. 
Kukkalli. I was actually having a heart 
attack and was transferred to a local 
hospital for an immediate cardiac 
catheterization. Thank you Parkway 
ER for saving my life!” 

-Patient Testimonial from E.G.

“My daughter fell and hurt her shoulder. 
We did not want to wait hours for her 
to be seen. A friend had told me about 
Parkway ER Creekside. When we 
arrived, we were greeted by Dr. Davis at 
the door. My daughter was taken 
straight back to a room, medicated for 
her pain, and x-rays were taken. She 
had a broken shoulder and was placed 
in a shoulder immobilizer. Dr. Davis set 
up an appointment for the next day 
with the orthopedist. It was a 
wonderful experience with no wait. 
After going to Parkway ER, I wouldn’t 
go anywhere else!”

-Patient Testimonial from L.D.

“After going to Parkway ER, 
 I wouldn’t go anywhere else!”

“Thank you Parkway ER
 for saving my life!”

IN-NETWORK*, IN QUICK, OUT FAST.

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION
832.761.7894  |  parkwayER.com  |  info@parkwayER.com  |  25450 Kuykendahl, Suite 300  |  Tomball, TX 77375

Second location coming to HEB Harmony Shopping Complex Summer 2015

*We are an In-Network emergency health care provider with Multiplan and America Choice Provider Network which includes most United Health Care, Cigna, Aetna, and Humana 
participating plans. Texas state law requires all insurance providers to pay "in-network" rates regardless of status. We also o�er a�ordable pay plans for our services.

2 minutes south 
of HEB Creekside 

between 
Woodforest Bank 

and Stripes

NW Houston’s Critically Acclaimed Professional Theatre

May 7 through 
May 31 PRESENT THIS AD AND RECEIVE A 

10% DISCOUNT ON YOUR FIRST TICKET!

TexRepTheatre.org 
Box Offi ce
281.583.7573 
14243 Stuebner Airline, Houston 77069

Limit one coupon per person.The Odd 
Couple

The most famous of Neil Simon's 
comedies. One of his greatest 

triumphs. A TV Classic!

Celebrating our 10th Anniversary Season!
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W hen Redeemed Ministries 
was founded in 2005, the 
Spring-based nonprofit was 

focused on providing international 
outreach for sex trafficking victims. 

“They discovered what they were 
seeing overseas was happening right 
here in Houston, so there was really 
no need to go overseas,” Redeemed 
Ministries Executive Director Dennis 
Mark said. 

The nonprofit opened a four-bed 
treatment facility for adult sex 
trafficking victims in Montgom-
ery County in October 2010, which 
moved to Brazos County about three 
years ago. The facility has stayed near 
capacity the last few years, said Direc-
tor of Survivor Care Bobbie Mark, 
Dennis Mark’s wife. 

Bobbie said the nonprofit’s treat-
ment provides holistic healing in four 
areas of health: physical, emotional, 
relational and spiritual. 

“It’s a balance between maintaining 
a schedule while having a kind of a 
home atmosphere because we don’t 
want them to feel like they’re in a 
facility,” Bobbie said. 

Redeemed Ministries asks each 
victim for at least a one-year com-
mitment with the final three or four 
months focused on helping partici-
pants integrate back into society. The 
nonprofit helps participants set up 
credit and checking accounts and get 
apartments, jobs and scholarships. 

The Marks, who joined Redeemed 
Ministries in 2006, said the nonprofit 
is working on building a 12-bed safe-
house at the same site as the Brazos 
County facility. The organization 
has raised $100,000 of the $600,000 
required for the larger safehouse. 

In addition, the nonprofit has nearly 
completed work on a 30-day assess-
ment center in Spring that will allow 
the nonprofit to assess the needs of 
victims picked up by law enforcement. 

Bobbie said the only short-term 
housing for sex trafficking victims 
picked up by law enforcement is jail 
because law enforcement does not 
have locations to house them. She 
said there are only about 400 beds for 
sex trafficking victims in the country 
as most victims will not qualify for 
domestic violence shelters. 

Redeemed Ministries is remodel-
ing the Spring facility and about to 
start hiring staff. Dennis said they are 
scheduled for a June 1 opening date. 

“This assessment center is going to 
be huge for Houston,” Bobbie said. 
“It’s going to give law enforcement  
a tool that they’ve needed for a very 
long time, and they’re super excited.” 

O f the hundreds of thousands of 
children estimated to be part 
of the sex trafficking industry 

across the country, there are 300 beds 
nationwide suitable for victims under 
the age of 18, according to Home of 
Hope President Rodney Daniels. 

“The next closest [locations] from 
the couple in Texas are in Georgia and 
California for kids,” Daniels said. “It’s 
just nonexistent, and a few of them 
are shut down because of [a lack of] 
funding.”

A Spring-based nonprofit founded 
in 2008, Home of Hope recently 

acquired a facility north of Houston 
that will be able to house and care for 
20 girls between ages 8 to 18 when 
completed, Daniels said. Planned to 
open sometime this summer, facility 
services will include housing, coun-
seling, education, some medical and 
several different types of therapy. 

Once the girls are ready to leave, 
he said Home of Hope will help them 
move back home or work with adop-
tion agencies to find a home for them. 

“There is no limit to how long they 
can stay,” he said. “We prefer them 
to stay a minimum of a year to get 

processed [and] to go through some 
psychological things that they need.”

Prior to starting work on the facility 
in 2012, Home of Hope’s primary 
focus was awareness. Of the 6,000 
runaway children who leave home in 
Houston every year, Daniels said as 
much as 60-75 percent are approached 
for trafficking within 48 hours.

“[Runaway children] fall into it 
because these predators prey on 
them,” he said. “[The victims are] 
vulnerable because they don’t have 
anybody. These guys come in, befriend 
them and start grooming them for it.”

Redeemed Ministries
Organization offers holistic healing for sex trafficking victims

Home of Hope
Nonprofit works to help exploited children recover from trauma

NONPROFIT

By Matt Stephens

Dennis (left) and Bobbie Mark joined Redeemed Ministries, a Spring-based nonprofit, in 2006. 
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Want to help? 

• For more information on  
Redeemed Ministries or to volunteer 
services, such as meals, haircuts, 
nail care or other services, to the 
upcoming 30-day assessment 
center, call 832-447-4130 or visit  
www.redeemedministries.com. 

• For more information on Home of 
Hope, call 281-288-5529 or visit 
www.homeofhopetexas.org. 

Conveniently open 6 days a week 
with same day appointments!

Call us today and relieve your PAIN!

6518 Louetta Rd.
Spring, TX 77379

281.370.4251
www.kleinchiroclinic.com

• Serving the community since 
1978 with a HANDS on approach 
to reliving pain. 
• Let us help you with -Neck Pain 
• Back Pain -Sciatica -Degener-
ative Disc Disease -and MUCH 
MORE!

• Serving the community since 
1978 with a HANDS on approach 
to reliving pain. 
• Let us help you with -Neck Pain 
• Back Pain -Sciatica -Degener-
ative Disc Disease -and MUCH 
MORE!

• Serving the community since 

Klein
Chiropractic Clinic, P.C.
Nathan N. Whitaker, D.C.

Dr. Nathan Whitaker

• Serving the community since 1978 
 with a HANDS ON approach to 
 relieving pain. 

• Let us help you with: Headaches,
 Neck Pain, Back Pain, Sciatica,
 Degenerative Disc Disease and 
 MUCH MORE!
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Wineries

Wine Tasting Rooms
Brix Wine Cellars
110 Vintage Park Blvd., Ste. T, Houston 
281-374-6100 
www.brixwinecellars.com

The Hidden Cellar
16518 House Hahl Road, Cypress  
281-304-2940 
www.hiddencellarcypress.com   
 

Bernhardt Winery
9043 CR 204, Plantersville 
936-894-9829 
www.bernhardtwinery.com

Circle S. Vineyards
9920 Hwy. 90 A, Ste. B-268, Sugar Land 
281-265-9463 
www.circlesvineyards.com

La Fuente Winery 
10606 Hempstead Road, Ste. 118, Houston  
713-269-4489 
www.lafuentewinery.com 

Wimberley Valley
206 Main St., Spring 
281-350-8801 
www.facebook.com/pages/wimberley-
valley-spring-tasting-room/2977642035721
30?rf=116104825135680

Wine Styles
10300 Louetta Rd, Ste. 150 
281-257-9463 
www.winestyleshouston.com

Pleasant Hil l  Winery
1441 Salem Road, Brenham  
979-830-8463 
www.pleasanthillwinery.com 

Wild Stal l ion 
Vineyards 
5969 West Rayford Road, Spring 
281-803-9463 
www.wildstallionvineyards.com

Yepez Vineyards
12739 FM 2354, Baytown  
281-573-4139 
www.yepezvineyard.com

Wine G L O S S A R Y

Source: Wine Enthusiast Companies

Acidity
Naturally occurring element  
of wine; the level of perceived 
sharpness; a key element  
of balance

Balance
An individually perceived 
harmony among acidity, 
tannins, oak and  
fruit elements  

Body
Perceived weight while sipping 
(light, medium, full)

Bouquet
Also known as nose; the sum of 
perceived aromas

Decant
To transfer wine from its bottle to 
a separate container in order to 
aerate a young wine or remove 

sediment from an older wine

Tannins
An element found in grape skins and 
seeds that provides structure to the 

wine; over time tannins mellow

TA S T I N G  1 0 1

Source: Wine Enthusiast Companies

Rinse the inside of a wine glass with 
wine to condition it and remove any dust  
or mustiness.

Make sure there are no strong 
perfumes or scents in the air that 
interfere with the wine’s aromas.

Fill the glass one-third full and view it 
from the top, the side and against a light 
source to evaluate the color.

Swirl the glass to view the wine’s “legs” 
or “tears”—more pronounced legs mean 
a higher alcohol and glycerol content. This 
makes the wine more full-bodied.

Smell the wine for flaws. Wet 
newspaper, vinegar and burnt match 
smells indicate the wine is flawed. 

Sip as if drinking from a straw to aerate 
the wine. Taste for a balance among sweet, 
sour and stringent flavors from tannins. 

Annual Houston
Charity Drive Golf Tournament

Monday, June 22, 2015
The Woodlands Country Club

Palmer Course

Register Online Today!
ArmsofHope.org

Charity Drive Golf TournamentCharity Drive Golf Tournament

Assisting victims of 
poverty, homelessness, 

abuse, neglect and
human trafficking

since 1924.

HoustonGolf2015Ad.indd   1 5/6/15   12:51 AM
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BREWERIES
8th Wonder  
Brewing Co.
2202 Dallas St., Houston 
713-397-0072 
www.8thwonderbrew.com

11 Below Brewing
6820 Bourgeois Road, Houston 
281-444-2337 
www.11belowbrewing.com  
 

Buffalo Bayou 
Brewing Co.
5301 Nolda St., Houston 
832-244-1873 
www.buffalobayoubrewing.com

The Woodlands Wine 
and Food Week
Locations vary 
713-557-5732 
www.wineandfoodweek.com 

June 1-7

Throughout the first week of June, three 
major wine and food events take place in 
The Woodlands: the Wine Walk at Market 
Street, Sips, Suds and Tacos and a Grand 
Tasting and Chef Showcase. Tickets range 
from $20-$40 for the various events. 

Houston Beer Festival
900 Bagby St., Houston 
www.houstonbeerfestival.com

June 13-14

The annual Houston Beer Fest features 
more than 200 brews and 20 local bands 
spread across three stages of live music. 
Now in its fifth year, the two-day event 
moves to its new location at Tranquility 
Park and the front steps of City Hall. The 
event attracts as many as 10,000 visitors. 
Tickets are $25.

Karbach Brewing Co.
2032 Karbach St., Houston
713-680-2739
www.karbachbrewing.com

Saint Arnold 
Brewing Co.
2000 Lyons Ave., Houston 
713-686-9494 
www.saintarnold.com

Southern Star 
Brewing Co. 
1207 N. FM 3083 E., Conroe 
936-441-2739 
www.southernstarbrewing.com

BEER & Wine
Brewmasters Craf t 
Beer Fest ival
Moody Gardens, Galveston 
713-557-5732 
www.brewmastersbeerfest.com

Sept. 4-6

Moody Gardens hosts an annual craft beer 
festival. Events include a Friday night pub 
crawl, local brewery tasting tours, food and 
beer pairings and live music on the beach. 
Fireworks displays take place on Saturday 
and Sunday nights. Tickets start at $25.

Autumn Ar t & Texas 
Wine Festival
427 Gentry St., Spring 
www.winefesttexas.com

Oct. 2-3

Old Town Spring hosts this annual event, 
which allows attendees to enjoy a wide 
array of Texas wines while browsing 
the work of Texas artists. Attendees 
can also browse Old Town Spring’s 150 
shops. Tickets are $30 and include a 
commemorative glass and seven tastings. 

BEER S T Y L E S

Source: BeerAdvocate

American Ale
This is a catchall phrase for ales with a 
balanced blend of hops and malt that 
generally makes use of local ingredients. 
ABV 4-7 percent

Bock
Stronger than typical lagers, bocks are 
held in cold storage longer to give off a 
darker amber or brown color.  
ABV 5.5-7 percent

English pale ale
This is a reddish ale made with hard 
water to produce hoppy bitterness and 
thick head. ABV 3.8-6 percent

India pale ale (IPA)
Actually originating in England, IPAs are 
pale ales with higher malt and alcohol 
levels. ABV 4-6.5 percent

Lager
Lagers are light, amber or dark brews 
that are brewed slowly and fermented at 
cool temperatures to enhance hop flavor.  
ABV 4-6 percent 

Pilsner
A pilsner is a very light colored lager 
with strong, spicy hops flavor and thick 
head. Pilsners are often a favorite among 
German brewers. ABV 4-5.5 percent

Porter
American and British versions feature a 
pale malt base, often with smoked malt 
or hops and additions such as chocolate 
or coffee. ABV 4-7 percent

Stout
Additional unfermented sugars are 
added to produce a dark, thick, roasted 
character. Lactose (milk) and oats are 
most typically used. ABV 4-7 percent

Weizenbock
A Weizenbock is a bolder version of bock 
with higher alcohol content and dark fruit 
and malt flavors. ABV 7-10 percent

BEER G L O S S A R Y

Source: BeerAdvocate

What to look for when tasting beer
Aroma: Usually described as fruity, 
hoppy or bready 

Flavor: There are subtle and dominant 
flavors that may develop as the beer warms

Appearance: Color and clarity

Mouthfeel: Thickness and 
carbonation combine to create a full-, 
medium- or thin-bodied feel

ABV
The percentage of alcohol by volume

Brewpub
A pub that makes its own beer and sells 
at least 50 percent of the yield on-site

Diacetyl
A butterscotch-like element 
of flavor

Hefe
Yeast; usually refers to a 
cloudy, frothy beer where the 
yeast is suspended rather 
than top- or bottom-fermented 

IBU
International Bitterness Units; the amount 
of iso-alpha-acid from hops found in a beer

Microbrewery
A brewery producing fewer than 15,000 
barrels per year

Top-fermenting yeast 
Yeast that creates higher alcohol 
content, such as ales, as 
opposed to bottom-fermenting 
yeast, which creates lager- 
style brews

F E S T I VA L S

Autism Services and Behavior Therapy

The Shape Of Behavior
17810 Spring Creek Forest Dr • Spring, TX 77379

 In Clinic Treatment   Social Skills   Shadowing   Diagnostic Services

Proudly serving children and their families since 2000.
Like us on Facebook to information on Free Trainings and Play Groups.

Ph# 832.358.2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com
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Trinity Lutheran Church may 
have witnessed change in the 
last century and a half, but the 

same church bell from the 1880s still 
rings out throughout the Klein com-
munity signaling time for worship. 
The tolling bell is the sound of a con-
gregation whose legacy is imbedded 
into the fabric of the region. 

Steve Baird, district historian for 
the Klein, Texas Historical Foun-
dation, said the Trinity Lutheran 
Church story begins in the 1840s and 
1850s when an influx of Lutheran 
German workers came to Texas. 
Most left their homes in Germany 
in search of cheap land to establish a 
new life in a new environment. 

The original settlers were farmers 
who were forced to leave their farms, 
animals and livelihoods behind. 
These settlers grew tired of travel-
ing by horse, mule, ox and wagon to 
attend the 
nearest 
church in 
Rose Hill, 
now Salem 
Lutheran 
Church in 
Tomball, 
accord-
ing to the 
church. 

“They got tired of traveling the 
distance all the way out to that area,” 
Baird said. “They wanted a local con-
gregation they could meet at for all 
the laboring farms. That’s when a 
group of them got together and 
started to create Trinity Lutheran 
out [on] Spring Cypress [Road] in 

Trinity Lutheran Church was chartered in 1874 by many of the founding families of the Klein area.
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the vicinity of what used to be Big 
Cypress and what we now call Klein.”

In 1874, Trinity Lutheran Church 
was chartered by many founding 
families of the Klein region, men 
whose names are still recogniz-
able in the community today. The 
church’s founders include Jacob The-
iss, Henry Kaiser, Adam Klein Sr., 
John Brill, Jost Wunderlich, Henry 
Benfer Sr., Henry Bernshausen and 
William Lemm. 

The congregation purchased  
160 acres of land that year on which 
there was a one-room public school 
building, according to “Deep Roots, 
Strong Branches: A History of the 
Klein Family and the Klein Commu-
nity, 1840-1940” by Diana Severance. 

More than a church
Trinity Lutheran served as a house 

of worship and Christian day school. 
By 1880 

it had to be 
enlarged but 
continued 
to serve as a 
church and 
social gath-
ering place, 
according to 
Severance’s 
book. 

“You didn’t have a whole lot of time 
for social activities when you were 
growing up on the farm,” Baird said. 
“Christianity was a big part of their 
makeup, work ethic, their morals and 
their upbringing. Sunday was the 
Sabbath and that was the day they 
came together.” 

Baird said the church helped the 
settlers learn English as the catechism 
at the time was in both English and 
German. Church services were held 
in German until World War II when 
church members stopped speaking in 
their native language.  

 The church also served as a meeting 
place for families to see and visit with 
neighbors they had not seen all day long.

“The nearest farm was 200-250 
acres per homestead roughly,” Baird 
said. “You’ve got neighbors, but you’re 
not going to go out and see them. 
You’re busy plowing. You’re busy 
planting. You’re busy butchering [and] 
making food.” 

A lasting legacy
Baird said one of the 140-year-old 

church’s most enduring legacies is its 
spiritual foundation, the Lutheran 
denomination that the original Ger-
man settlers brought with them. 

“It was a big part of their lives, and 
that’s what gave them part of their 

work ethic and [their] drive,” Baird 
said. “They were coming here for bet-
ter lives, but at the same time [their 
denomination] played an essential 
part in their lives and it still does to 
this day.”

Trinity Lutheran Serve Director 
Jean Smith said the church continues 
to serve the Klein community with 
various programs throughout the 
region because the congregation 
wants to be known as a church that 
cares about people. 

Trinity Lutheran works with  
Klein ISD by providing meals to stu-
dents who need them on weekends. 
The church also prepares meals for 
homeless individuals and helps pay 
for rent and utility bills of low- 
income families in the area. 

“We’re very traditional,” Smith 
said. “We definitely value our tradi-
tions but we want to be open to the 
community, especially with the tens 
of thousands of people [who] are 
moving to our area.”

Trinity Lutheran Church
Church’s legacy spans 140 years in Klein
By Ariel Carmona Jr.

HISTORY       KLEIN

“They were coming here for 
better lives but at the same time 
[their denomination] played an 
essential part in their lives and 
it still does to this day.”

—Steve Baird, district historian, Klein,  
Texas Historical Foundation

STOP THE SUMMER BRAIN DRAIN 
WITH CLUB Z! IN- HOME ONE-ON-ONE TUTORING

$25 OFF
Club Z Registration

Not to be combined with any other offer. 
Can only be used at initial registration.

One-On-One In-Home Tutoring
• All subjects • PRE-K TO ADULT

• Reading, Math, Science, Specialists Available At All Levels
• Pre-K, Kindergarten, 1st Grade Summer Prep Program

• Summer Writing Skills Course
• Organizational/Study Skills Summer Course
• STAAR • PSAT/SAT/ACT Summer Courses

• ADD/ADHD/Dyslexia etc. • College Application/College Essay Prep
• Homework Help, Home Schooling, Full-Time or Supplemental

• Foreign Languages for school, travel or business
• Guitar/Piano/Voice Lessons

• Summer Programs Available

Call Now To Reserve Your Tutor!

www.clubztutoring.com/spring

Call Now To Reserve Your Tutor!

www.clubztutoring.com/spring
281-655-4640

ASK ABOUT OUR ORGANIZATIONAL STUDY SKILLS PROGRAM!

•  Post Surgical
•  Transportation Assistance
•  Light Housekeeping
•  Grocery Shopping and Errands
•  Meal Preparation

•  Medication Reminders
•  Personal Care and Grooming
•  Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care
•  Companionship
•  Respite Services & Much More

Services
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Capitol and an emergency ser-
vices district election in Klein. 

New annexation strategy
Limited purpose annexation 

was born out of the 1999 Texas 
Legislature, said Nicole Smoth-
ers, manager of the community 
sustainability division for the 
city of Houston. Through lim-
ited purpose annexation, cities 
and MUDs can split 1 percent 
of sales tax revenue in com-
mercial areas where it is avail-
able, and the city agrees not to 
annex the districts for a period 
of time—usually 30 years. 

Since the turn of the mil-
lennium, hundreds of MUDs 

across Harris County have 
entered into such agree-
ments—by far the most of any 
region in the state. 

“These water districts are 
being called on to provide ser-
vices,” said Michael Cole, coun-
sel for MUD No. 191 and the 
Fountainhead MUD. “You’re 
better able to serve the commu-
nities you represent through an 
additional revenue stream.” 

Although utility districts 
receive property tax revenue 
and revenue through utility 
fees, MUDs would not be able 
to receive sales tax revenue 
without the help of LPAs. 

A MUD can spend the sales 
tax revenue on whatever that 
district was authorized to 
spend money on by the Texas 
Legislature, Smothers said, 

whether it is water and sewer 
infrastructure, parks and path-
ways, public safety or roads. 

“[LPA] was seen as a way 
to bring revenue to this com-
munity for its development,” 

said Barbara Thomason, pres-
ident of the Houston North-
west Chamber of Commerce. 
“What makes LPAs a challenge 
is there are so many of them. 
Cooperation and collaboration 
between them is a challenge.”

No Spring-area MUD has 
received more LPA funding 
than MUD No. 110 near I-45 

and Cypresswood Drive. Maria 
Parker, counsel for MUD  
No. 110, said the district was 
created in 1968 and has found 
the added revenue helpful for 
replacing aging infrastructure. 

“The neighborhood was 
getting older, and [the board 
members] thought if they 
entered into [an LPA agree-
ment] with the city of Hous-
ton, they could come back in 
and pour that money into the 
community,” Parker said. 

With more funding, Parker 
said MUD No. 110 has 

provided new parks and trails 
for residents. She said the reve-
nue also allowed the district to 
contract with six officers from 
the Harris County constable’s 
office, which can cost upward 
of $400,000 a year. 

“They’ve also been able to 
maintain a good tax rate,” 
Parker said. “[The district] 
lowered their tax rate over the 
years [and paid] off their debt 
early for infrastructure.” 

City services
While the MUDs are spend-

ing money within their bound-
aries, the city of Houston is not 
required to spend any of the 
revenue within the region that 
is partially annexed. 

However, Smothers said 
MUDs can negotiate with the 

ANNEXATION CAPITALIZATION 
Since legislation in 1999 changed Chapter 43 of 
the government code to allow large municipalities 
to partially annex utility districts in Texas, the 
city of Houston has signed hundreds of limited 
purpose annexation agreements with utility 
districts throughout the Greater Houston area. 
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MUDS WITH LPAS IN SPRING/KLEIN
Since 2002, the city of Houston has signed 36 different limited purpose annexation agreements 
with utility districts in the area from Hwy. 249 to the Hardy Toll Road and from FM 1960 north to 
Spring Creek. These MUDs have collected a 1 percent sales tax within the annexed areas,  
50 percent of which has gone back to the city of Houston.

1 MUD No. 368

2 MUD No. 383

3 MUD No. 367*

4 WCID No. 119 

5 Charterwood MUD

6 MUD No. 468

7 MUD No. 230

8 Dowdell PUD

9 WCID No. 114

10 Louetta North PUD

11 Cypress Forest PUD

12 Prestonwood Forest UD

13 MUD No. 191

14 Northwest HC MUD No. 32

15 Kleinwood MUD 

16 Cy Champ PUD 

17 FWSD No. 52

18 Bridgestone MUD

19 Heatherloch MUD

20 WCID No. 109

21 Fountainhead MUD

22 Louetta Road UD

23 MUD No. 44

24 MUD No. 211

25 Northwest HC MUD No. 20

26 Northwest HC MUD No. 36*

27 WCID No. 132 

28 MUD No. 233

29 Ponderosa Forest UD

30 Spring West MUD

31 Westador MUD 

32 Northgate Crossing MUD No. 1

33 MUD No. 249

34 MUD No. 110

35 CNP MUD

36 North Park PUD

MUD NAME YEAR LPA 
SIGNED

SALES TAX COLLECTED 
THROUGH 2014

SALES TAX SPLIT 
THROUGH 2014

2007
2008
2014
2007
2003
2007
2002
2013
2009
2010
2009
2002
2002
2012
2010
2009
2004
2007
2006
2003
2003
2013
2010
2004
2004
2012
2010
2004
2003
2009
2006
2010
2003
2003
2003
2005

$1,798,255
$93,034

 —
$2,767,419
$5,626,434
$1,491,800
$5,844,221
$303,763
$787,760
$928,055
$775,401
$1,587,912

$11,680,859
$423,696
$150,932

$8,678,243
$3,009,522
$9,880,663
$727,472

$7,541,773
$6,330,130
$26,901
$207,139

$2,582,580
$4,965,193

—
$205,399
$323,774

$3,094,955
$2,280,468
$497,274
$441,367

$11,819,220
$21,607,328
$13,370,534
$2,292,055

$899,127
$46,517

 —
$1,383,710
$2,813,217
$745,900
$2,922,111
$151,881
$393,880
$464,027
$387,700
$793,956

$5,840,430
$211,848
$75,466

$4,339,121
$1,504,761
$4,940,332
$363,736

$3,770,887
$3,165,065

$13,450
$103,569

$1,291,290
$2,482,597

—
$102,699
$161,887

$1,547,477
$1,140,234
$248,637
$220,684

$5,909,610
$10,803,664
$6,685,267
$1,146,027

* Financial information not available through city records

Not all of the land within the 
utility districts is partially 
annexed by the city of Houston.

LPA
Continued from | 1

“We have $6 million leaving 
District 126 every year to the 
city of Houston for nothing.” 

—State Rep. Patricia Harless, R-Spring

Map not to scale
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city of Houston for the city to 
provide certain services, such 
as law enforcement, fire protec-
tion and the running of domes-
tic animals, as long as the ser-
vices are reasonable. 

Most of the MUDs in Spring 
and Klein do not receive fire 
or law enforcement services as 
they are too far from the city.

Cole said sales tax revenue 
provided to the city also helps 
pay for infrastructure that res-
idents of these districts outside 
Houston use, such as roadways. 

“[Houston] used to be able 
to annex those areas,” Cole 
said. “It’s not really able to 
annex anymore. It had to come 
up with some strategy for sup-
plementing that lost income.” 

One piece of legislation being 
considered this session could 

change the funding formula for 
the strategic partnership agree-
ments that accompany LPAs. 
House Bill 2389, co-authored 
by State Rep. Patricia Harless, 
R-Spring, would require both 
MUDs and cities to spend 50 
percent of all funding from the 
agreements on infrastructure 
within the annexed districts. 

“The city does nothing for 
the money they receive, and 
it’s been a constant concern of 
mine,” Harless said. “We have 
$6 million leaving District 126 
every year to the city of Hous-
ton for nothing.” 

Cole said he believes the 
MUDs and city would not have 
to provide funding for many of 
the infrastructure improve-
ments if the county would 
increase property tax revenue 

to fund those improvements. 
“It’s a little disingenuous [on 

the] part of the county to say 
they need the funds,” he said. 
“The county is basically not 
providing the services, and [it 
does not] have the political will 
to raise taxes by 1 or 2 cents to 
fund these services.” 

Future of annexation
Although revenue from the 

LPA agreements continues to 
rise, the number of LPAs has 
plateaued with only two dis-
tricts in Spring and Klein sign-
ing agreements with the city in 
2013 and 2014 combined. 

“We’ve had fewer [requests] 
in [recent] years from MUDs 
in part maybe because they 
exist where people have wanted 
them,” Smothers said. “The 

available sales tax also is a fac-
tor, as [Metropolitan Transit 
Authority of Harris County] 
takes 1 cent of the sales tax, and 
a lot of the [emergency services 
districts] through elections 
have taken the other cent.”

That could soon be the case 
in Klein, where ESD No. 16 
held an election May 9 that 
would allow the district to 
receive the remaining 1 per-
cent of sales tax revenue in 
areas that are not partially 
annexed by Houston. 

The ESD—which works 
with the Klein Volunteer Fire 
Department—plans to spend 
the sales tax revenue on a 
new fire station in Gleannloch 
Farms, renovations to stations 
to allow for 24/7 service and to 
accommodate growth. Results 

of the election were unreleased 
as of press time. 

Even if the region does not 
see changes to LPAs in the near 
future, Emmett said Houston 
and Harris County need to 
consider changes to how the 
two entities fund and provide 
services to county residents. 

“MUDs were created to be 
a bridge in unincorporated 
areas that would eventually be 
annexed by the city,” he said. 
“If the city of Houston has no 
intention of annexing these 
areas, let’s find a way for the 
counties and MUDs to work 
together [to provide services].”

HOW DOES A LIMITED PURPOSE ANNEXATION AGREEMENT WORK? GLOSSARY

TAXATION

SALES TAX BREAKDOWN RELEVANT LOCAL LEGISLATION

As part of the agreement, 
the city of Houston 
agrees not to annex the 

MUD for the duration 
of the contract. The length of the 

agreement is typically 30 years. 

HOUSE BILL 2389 
Coauthored by State Rep. Rick Miller, R-Sugar Land, and State Rep. 
Patricia Harless, R-Spring, this bill would force 50 percent of all funding 
from a limited purpose annexation agreement to be spent on infrastruc-
ture projects within the MUD being partially annexed. This bill was left 
pending in the House Ways and Means Committee on April 16. 

HOUSE BILL 2528 
Authored by Harless, this legislation would allow 
utility districts to fund economic development 
programs through a checkoff box on the bills of 
water users. This bill passed out of the House on 
May 5 and was sent to the Senate on May 6.  

The city of Houston does not 
approach utility districts. The 
districts typically approach 
the city and both sides have 
to agree to the terms of 
the LPA and the strategic 
partnership agreement. 

Residents who live within 
the annexed area can vote 
in some city of Houston 
elections. However as areas 
annexed are typically in more 

commercial areas, 
many residents 

who live within 
the MUD are not 
able to vote. 

At the end of 
the contract, the 
city and MUD can extend 
the term of the contract, 
renegotiate the contract 
or simply let the contract 
end. However, without an 
LPA in place, the city can 
also chose to fully annex 
the MUD. 

Any services provided by Houston 
are negotiated within the contract. 
Services can include fire and law 
enforcement, but that is usually 
only offered to MUDs adjacent to 
areas where those services are 
already offered. 

If a MUD or the city need to make 
changes to the contract, both sides can 
renegotiate. It is not uncommon for an 

amendment to be made, although the changes are 
usually small, such as the inclusion of additional 
land. If the MUD wanted to get out of the LPA, it 
could request the city renegotiate the terms of the 
deal. However, a MUD has never requested to get 
out of an LPA, according to city officials. 

1 CENT6.25 CENTS 1 CENT

The remaining cent can be used in a number of ways, including 
limited purpose annexation agreements, fire and emergency services 
funding to emergency services districts or economic development 
funding through an economic development corporation. 

The Harris County Metropolitan Transit 
Authority receives half of the available 
sales tax revenue in Spring and Klein. 

The first 6.25 percent goes to 
the state of Texas into the state’s 
general revenue fund.

Although the city of Houston taxes 
portions of districts within Spring, the 
vast majority of Spring residents cannot 
vote in the city’s elections. 

Nicole Smothers, manager of the 
community sustainability division for 
Houston, said people who reside within 
the partially annexed areas can vote in 
certain elections, such as City Council. 
However, the city usually annexes 
commercial development, not residential, 
which prevents most residents within 
those districts from voting. 

“It does seem like taxation without 
representation,” said Barbara Thomason, 
president of the Houston Northwest 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Full-purpose annexation could be a 
solution to the problem, which would 
allow all district residents to vote in 
city elections. However Thomason said 
she believes it is unlikely the city will 
annex the districts because of the aging 
infrastructure the city would have to 
maintain. 

“It’s also not likely because, if the city of 
Houston were to say they want this area, 
it would change the political landscape 
tremendously,” she said. “[It] would be 
annexing a large Republican area into a 
predominantly Democratic city.” 

MUD: A municipal utility district is a 
local governmental entity that provides 
services, such as water, sewer and parks.

WCID, PUD, UD: Other utility districts 
that can provide services locally.

LPA: Limited purpose annexation allows 
cities and utility districts to receive sales 
tax revenue. Cities agree not to fully 
annex the districts for a period of time.

What is the best use of the 1 cent 
of available sales tax in Spring?

Take the poll online at  
communityimpact.com/skl-poll

Sources: City of Houston, Texas Legislature, municipal utility districts / Community Impact Newspaper

The vast majority of all LPAs 
allow both the MUD and city of 
Houston to collect 0.5 cents of 

sales tax revenue within the 
region annexed. Revenue 
can only be collected once 

the annexed area includes at 
least four businesses. 

The MUD can use the funding 
for any purpose the district was 
created for, which can include 
water, sewer, parks, transportation, 
public safety and other 
infrastructure projects. Houston is 
not required to spend any of the 
funding within the MUD. 
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“Even in areas like Cy-Fair, as our 
community pushes out beyond [Loop 
610] and Beltway 8, we’re seeing a much 
greater need for community services in 
these outlying areas,” Glaze said. “We’re 
seeing a lot of rebuilding inside Loop 
610, which is pushing out low- to mod-
erate-income families.”

In addition, the state’s rejection of a 
federal expansion of Medicaid—which 
would have provided health care cov-
erage to 500,000 Harris County res-
idents—puts a strain on the county’s 
financial resources to provide these ser-
vices since it relies solely on property 
tax revenue to fund its indigent health 
care system. 

“If the burden remains on the prop-
erty taxpayers of Harris County and 
we’re not allowed access to federal 
funds, that will constantly put pressure 
on the quality of health care,” Harris 
County Judge Ed Emmett said. “We’re 
stuck: We’re mandated to provide ser-
vices, but the only revenue is property 
tax dollars.” 

Suburban poverty 
The Harris Health System, formerly 

known as the Harris County Hospital 
District, was created in the 1960s when 
legislation was passed requiring coun-
ties to foot the bill for the health care of 
their indigent residents. 

Since its inception when Ben Taub 
General Hospital and LBJ General Hos-
pital opened, the system has changed a 
great deal, with more of a focus now on 
creating neighborhood clinics in the 
county, Emmett said.

“Decades ago, you could say, ‘This is 
the part of the county where poor peo-
ple live,’ but that’s no longer the case,” 
he said. “I’ve started using the phrase, 
‘suburban poverty.’ For those people to 
have access to care, there needs to be 
outlying clinics in [precincts 3 and 4]. 

You can’t assume everyone in the sub-
urbs has insurance or adequate access 
to health care.” 

Harris County faces another distinct 
challenge as unincorporated areas such 
as Spring and Klein will boast a higher 
population than the city of Houston by 
2018, Emmett said.

“There is huge growth in the north-
west quadrant of Harris County,” said 
Ken Janda, CEO of Community Health 
Choice, a nonprofit that provides health 
insurance to low-income populations. 
“More hospitals are being built and 
doctors are moving out there, but it’s 
slower than we like.”

While Houston’s inner-city areas  like 
the Third Ward traditionally had large 
low-income populations, those areas 

are becoming more gentrified as newer 
homes are built. 

Conversely, lower-income popula-
tions are becoming more prevalent in 
the suburbs, Janda said. 

“Our biggest concentration [of] chil-
dren’s health insurance problems and in 
the health insurance marketplace is in 
the north and northwest sector of Har-
ris County,” Janda said. “In addition to 
that I-10 and [Hwy.] 290 area, you have 
a number of areas right along I-45 in 
the Spring area that [are growing].”

Medicaid expansion
Citing high costs to implement the 

program, the state of Texas rejected a 
federal Medicaid expansion in 2013 
that would have provided coverage to 
1.8 million individuals in Texas. 

“Even though the federal government 

pays most of the cost, the expansion 
still ends up putting a serious strain on 
the state budget over time,” said state 
Rep. Allen Fletcher, R-Cypress. 

A state and federally funded pro-
gram, Medicaid provides payments 
for medical services for low-in-
come families as well as preg-
nant women, the elderly, blind and  
disabled residents.

“When Texas opted not to expand 
Medicaid, it left most of the same group 
of people who never had coverage 
before with no opportunities for cover-
age,” Glaze said. “The way health care 
coverage was written is that you had to 
be at a certain income level for coverage 
under the Affordable Care Act. If you 
were under that income level, you were 

supposed to qualify for Medicaid. The 
intention was to get people coverage 
with a subsidy through the exchange or 
through Medicaid.”

Although Medicaid serves nearly 
600,000 people in Harris County, many 
more do not receive coverage because 
they do not meet income requirements 
in Texas. 

More than 1 million residents, or 
29 percent of the population in Harris 
County, are uninsured, according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau. 

Reasons for the high rate of unin-
sured residents vary from small 
employers not offering insurance to 
part-time workers who do not qualify 
for coverage to people remaining will-
fully uninsured. 

Additionally some of the poorest res-
idents cannot afford to sign up through 

the Affordable Care Act. The biggest 
block of uninsured people in Houston 
is low-income adults who would be eli-
gible for Medicaid in other states, but 
not Texas, Janda said. 

“We cover 240,000 children in our 
health plan, and the vast majority of 
their parents are uninsured and too 
poor to be eligible for subsidies in 
the exchange and don’t work for an 
employer that offers insurance,” he 
said. “We advocate for trying to cover 
entire families. For the last 2 1/2 years, 
I’ve [not understood] why we can’t 
explain to state leaders why the Med-
icaid expansion would benefit [our  
residents].” 

In October the Harris Health System 
submitted a budget with a $14.8 million 
deficit for fiscal year 2015-16, which is 
not expected to improve next year, said 
Dr. Ericka Brown, administrator and 
vice president of Harris Health Ambu-
latory Care Services. 

“If we had the Medicaid expansion, 
[the deficit] would not be an issue for 
us,” she said. “Because we’re a safety net 
organization, every dollar that we get 
specifically goes to patient care. That 
$14.8 million comes off the backs of 
Harris County residents.” 

Even though the county has a safety 
net through the Harris Health System 
and other qualified health centers, the 
capacity of that net is not enough to 
meet the needs of all uninsured people 
in the county, Janda said. 

“We have a great opportunity to draw 
down federal dollars to get people cov-
ered, which is cheaper than waiting 
until they get sick and go to the emer-
gency room,” he said. “We’re missing 
the chance to do that.”

Moving forward 
In the future Emmett said the county 

should focus on establishing medical 
homes and neighborhood clinics as 
opposed to brick and mortar hospitals. 

“We need to put our resources into 

Health care
Continued from | 1

“If the burden remains on the property 
taxpayers of Harris County and we’re not 
allowed access to federal funds, that will 
constantly put pressure on the quality of 
health care.”

—Ed Emmett, Harris County judge

We care for you through all 
stages of life

(832) 237-0222
www.willowbrookwomens.com

Comprehensive Women’s Healthcare

Obstetrics and Gynecology

Biodentical Hormone 
Replacement Therapy

DaVinci Robotic Surgery

18220 Tomball Parkway, 
Suite 210

Houston, Texas 
77070
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City County

CITY VS. COUNTY GROWTH
The population of Harris County continues to grow. The 
population in unincorporated Harris County, in particular, 
is expected to surpass that of the city of Houston by 2018. 

As demographics shift in Harris County, local governments are adapting to serve the needs 
of a changing population. In regard to health care, more low-income individuals are moving 
to the suburbs, which has created a need for more community-based health care initiatives.

4-8%
Poverty is no longer an inner-city issue in  
Houston. Several suburbs, including part  
of Spring, show more than 20 percent  
of residents living in poverty.

9-15% 16-24% 25-35%

THE

FACE OF HEALTH CARE  
IN HARRIS COUNTY

changing

P E R C E N T  O F  R E S I D E N T S  W I T H  I N C O M E  B E L O W  
T H E  F E D E R A L  P O V E R T Y  L E V E L  I N  H A R R I S  C O U N T Y

P O V E R T Y  A N D  
P O O R  H E A L T H  C O N N E C T I O N S

Lower-income residents 
report higher rates of the 
following:

• Lack of health insurance

• Obesity

• Diabetes

• High blood pressure

• High cholesterol

• Asthma

• Cancer
Source: Harris County Health Care Alliance / Community Impact Newspaper

P O V E R T Y  G U I D E L I N E S * :
1 person: $11,490

2 people: $14,510

3 people: $19,530

4 people: $23,550

5 people: $27,570

6 people: $31,590*Based on annual income
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clinics, and they need to be able to be 
easily moved,” he said. “It could be that 
this year an area may have well-insured 
folks, but in 15 years it could be a sub-
urban slum where we need a clinic.” 

Emmett also said the county will 
need to form a regional health care sys-
tem to replace county hospital districts. 

“There’s nothing sacred about a 
county line,” he said. “A single mother 
in Fort Bend County who has an infant 
who spikes a fever in the middle of the 
night [is] probably going to come into 
Harris County and seek health care. We 
need to come up with a regional system 
that’s funded by the state.” 

Glaze said as demographics change, 
there will be challenges due to an 
increased number of people who do not 
qualify for health care insurance. 

“When you look at the growth in the 
county and at the services that must be 
provided through the county budget, 
something [has] to give,” she said. “We 

won’t be able to maintain infrastructure 
while the county assumes more of the 
cost of uninsured health care.” 

Find related stories at communityimpact.com. 
Keyword Search

Harris Health System, gentrification
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COME HOME TO 

MagnoliaRanch Estates
1/2 ACRE LOTS

Inway Oaks Estates

Homes from 2,000 sq. ft. to 4,000 sq. ft. 
From the $200’s to high $400’s

For More Information
281-757-9946
281-330-2096

Infi nity Classic Homes is dedicated to 
providing top quality, energy-effi cient 

homes for the best value.  
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REAL ESTATE

Olde Oaks is an established subdivision 
located near the intersection of FM 1960 
and T.C. Jester Boulevard. Located within 
Spring ISD, the subdivision is miles away 
from I-45 and the Hardy Toll Road and is 
adjacent to the Northgate Country Club. 

The subdivision sits minutes away from 
retail and dining options along FM 1960 
as well as cultural amenities, such as the 
Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine Arts and the 
Barbara Bush Branch Library. 

Olde Oaks, 77068

14923 Walters Road  $134,995

4 Bedroom / 2 Bath  2,245 sq. ft.
Agent: Patrick Risch 
Texas 5th Star Realty  281-445-0104

4203 Brightwood Drive  $495,000

5-6  Bedroom / 6 Full & 2 Half Bath 6,385 sq. ft.
Agent: Ted Simon 
Keller Williams Realty Professionals 281-444-3900

4206 Astwood Court  $300,000

4 Bedroom / 2 Bath  4,222 sq. ft.
Agent: Greg Comer 
360 Realty & Management  281-770-5510

3503 Braewin Court  $224,900

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,061 sq. ft.
Agent: Erica Stephens 
Realty Associates  281-485-1400

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

Data does not include builders not listed in MLS listings *As of 05/05/15

Build-out year: 1976

Square footage: 1,800–5,000+

Home values: $123,000–$500,000

HOA dues (estimated): $300–$575 annually 

Amenities: Park, playground

Property taxes (in dollars):
Spring ISD   1.5700 
Bammel Utility District*  0.4450  
Harris County  0.4146  
Harris County Hospital District  0.1700
North Harris-Montgomery College District 0.1160  
Harris County ESD No. 16  0.0492  
Harris County ESD No. 11  0.0475  
Harris County Flood Control District  0.0283 
Port of Houston Authority  0.0172 
Harris County Department of Education 0.0064 

Total (per $100 value) 2.8642
*Multiple utility districts in subdivision, rate may vary
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Homes on 
the market*

$4,421

Median annual 
property taxes

$154,370

Median 
home value

80

Average days on 
the market*

7

Homes under 
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$55.68
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Neighborhood data provided by 
Veronica Barefield, CEO/Team Leader

KW Professionals
281-444-3900

www.professionalskw.com

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Market Data On the market  (April 2015)
Number of homes for sale/ Average days on the market for last six months

Price Range 77066 77068 77069 77070 77090 77373 77379 77388 77389

$149,999 or under 31/18 16/22 5/30 82/13 51/26 320/22 70/13 78/19 41/15

$150,000–$199,999 29/13 32/37 19/24 105/22 57/44 154/36 134/22 28/44 36/20

$200,000–$299,999 8/15 18/29 56/33 84/28 11/34 91/40 264/32 134/30 111/40

$300,000–$399,999 1/45 9/41 30/30 8/26 1/92 8/36 163/40 40/38 106/38

$400,000–$499,999 — 8/50 8/61 7/21 3/38 — 71/49 18/45 72/37

$500,000–$599,999 — 3/56 11/35 2/33 1/122 — 12/26 7/39 50/47

$600,000–$799,999 — 3/97 6/74 5/76 — — 25/51 4/54 72/54

$800,000–$999,999 — 3/27 1/74 — — — 10/71 1/81 29/58

$1 million + — — — — — — 10/50 — 57/81

Price 77066 77068 77069 77070 77090 77373 77379 77388 77389

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

Median price of homes sold  April 2014 vs.  April 2015

-7%

+73% +19%
+7%

+21%

+3%

+12%

+11%

-12%

KW Professionals
is excited to announce 

WE ARE MOVING THIS SUMMER!

Buy, Sell, or Invest with us!
CALL 281.444.3900 OR VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.PROFESSIONALSKW.COM

Ready to partner with 
KW PROFESSIONALS?

Visit 
www.redcareers.com/professionals

VERONICA BAREFIELD
CEO

www.redcareers.com/professionals

V
CEO

Or call today for 
your business 
consultation with 

281.444.3900

8344 Spring Cypress Road, Spring, TX 77379
Just East of Gleannloch Farms!
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sigtheater.com

Memorial Day Sale
Enabling All Families & Friends to Share Priceless Times Together, 

One Game Room at a Time.

888-647-6611  |  Four Houston Locations  |  Austin • DAllAs • Houston • sAn Antonio

billiArDfActory.com

6911 fm 1960 W
Houston, tX 77069
281-444-5740

134  V INTAGE  PARK  BLVD. ,  STE  F  HOUSTON,  TX   77070 
281 -655 -0069  • FredAs ta i reChamp ions.com

E -Ma i l :  FADSChamp ions@FADSChamp ions . com

VINTAGE PARK SHOPPING CENTER

Introduce yourself...
To our world of dancing

Introduce yourself...
To our world of dancing

• We make dancing fun and easy to learn. 

• No partner needed.

• Schedule your lesson
Tuesday–Saturday

4  L E S S O N S 
F O R  $6 0

HNMC offers excellent benefits, including a nursing incentive 
program, 401(k) savings plan, medical/vision/dental/life 
insurance, paid time off, student loan repayment program, 
employee stock purchase plan, and more.

Rediscover the art and science of nursing at one of the 
largest, most comprehensive medical facilities in the 
Houston area. 

Apply online today at hnmc.com

Up to $10K Sign-on Bonus for 
Seasoned RNs!

Advance your career with a team recognized for the passion 
of its people and the quality of its care. Houston Northwest 
Medical Center is currently seeking experienced nursing 
professionals who value leadership, growth and a strong 
patient focus. We have immediate opportunities in the 
following areas:

NICU • L&D • ED

Rewarding Experience

EOE

COMMUNICATIONS GROUP
 Right People,  You Can Do Anything
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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