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HOV lanes, other transportation projects set to alleviate congestion
Projects address I-45 mobility concerns
By Ariel Carmona Jr. and Jesse Mendoza

With tens of thousands of motorists travel-
ing daily on parts of I-45 through north Har-
ris County, the interstate has become one of 
the most vital corridors for commuters trav-
eling to and from work, visiting area stores 
and restaurants, or simply running an errand.

While I-45 frequently experiences heavy 
congestion and travel time delays, particu-
larly during peak traffic hours, the Texas 
Department of Transportation is restricted 
in expanding the roadway’s capacity through 

lane additions and other means because of 
limited funding and right of way availability, 
TxDOT Area Engineer Richard Brown said. 

Still, several improvements are under 
development for local sections of I-45 aimed 
at improving mobility. Coupled with the 
effect from ongoing transportation projects 
in Montgomery County and north Har-
ris County, mobility concerns along the 
interstate are directly and indirectly being 

See I-45 mobility | 28
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Several projects are underway to address I-45 mobility.

County, local leaders partner on park projects

Parks, pathways bloom  
along Cypress Creek

By Matt Stephens
Rapid development in north 

Harris County in the last decade 
is prompting the addition of 
parks and trails along Cypress 
Creek. Since January 2004, 24 
parks have been developed along 
Cypress Creek in addition to  
15 pathway projects and 13 land 
acquisitions. 

“I find it really encouraging 
to see the increased interest and 
recognition that parks and trails 
bring to the area,” said Jim Rob-
ertson, chairman of the Cypress 
Creek Greenway Project. “There’s 
been a tremendous effort all 
across the Greater Houston area 
to develop more of these over the 
last few years.” 

Park and trail development 
could continue along Cypress 
Creek. The CCGP and local 
municipal utility districts part-
nering on the Cypress Creek 
Master Trails Plan received 
results of the plan in February, 

which could encourage trail 
projects along the creek near 
Hwy. 249 and Louetta Road.  

The Harris County Com-
missioners Court has also held 
preliminary discussions about 
putting a parks and road bond 
referendum on the ballot in 
November that could fund proj-
ects in the area. 

“[Precinct 4] Commissioner 
[Jack] Cagle says that discussions 
about a potential bond this year 
are in the very early stages not 
only with the full commissioners 
court, but with the budget office,” 
Precinct 4 Communications 
Director Mark Seegers said. “The  
commissioner is in conversations 
with them to see what kind of 
numbers could be financed with-
out a tax increase.”

Robertson attributed much of 
the interest in parks and trails to 
a newfound understanding on 
the part of communities of the 
benefits parks can provide. 

“These new communities 
[such as Bridgeland and The 
Woodlands] promote their parks 
and trails,” he said. “We’re trying 
to retrofit in these established, 
more mature areas. I think if we 
successfully get them retrofitted, 
we can enhance the desirabil-
ity [of these communities for]  
people who live in these areas.” 

Although many projects were 
built or acquired independently 
of the organization in the last 
decade, the Greenway Project 
has helped coordinate many park 
and trail developments, Rob-
ertson said. A committee of the 
Cypress Creek Flood Control 
District, Robertson said the goal 
of the CCGP is to advocate for 
trails and parks along Cypress 
Creek and coordinate with part-
ners on those projects.  

In an unincorporated area 
with two precincts and 47 utility 
districts, Robertson said partner-
ships are key, citing relationships 

with Precincts 3 and 4, Harris 
County Flood Control District 
and Bayou Land Conservancy as 
well as the MUDs. 

Even with all the partners 
working together to fund parks 
and trails along the creek, Rob-
ertson said funding projects can 
be difficult. MUDs can fund 
them through general funds, 
partnerships with the city of 
Houston or park bonds, thanks 
to legislation passed in 2005 that 
allows utility districts to take on 
debt to fund parks and trails. 

MUDs can also seek grants 
through partners like the Texas 
Parks & Wildlife Department. 

Seegers praised how motivated 
and organized park partners 
have been along Cypress Creek. 

“Wherever [Precinct 4] 
partner[s] with them, we can 
share their enthusiasm,” Seegers 
said. “Of course, it’s always tem-
pered by funding and budgets.”

See Greenway | 26

Gourley Nature Trail, between Meyer and Collins parks, is 
one of many trails built along Cypress Creek since 2004.
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Do you enjoy...

WWW. L AGOWOODS . C OM

7 1 3 . 5 2 2 . L AG O

Do you enjoy the quiet peacefulness of nature enhanced 

     by  superb craftsmanship in building?

This intimate, gated, estate area boasts 45 large lots, both lakefront 
and off  the lake. There is no other neighborhood like LAGO WOODS, 
with our “Dream Team” of fi ve renowned, custom builders, with 
combined experience of over 100 years. Along with all of the above, 
you are in the award-winning Klein School district, within minutes 
to the Grand Parkway, the Exxon Mobil campus, and all of The 
Woodlands amenities.

If the answer to this is yes...

Then, come home to Lago Woods!
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Correction: Volume 1, Issue 9
In the December 2014 edition, it was incorrectly reported 
that the Texas Department of Transportation identified 
proposed routes for a proposed high-speed rail line. The 
Federal Railroad Administration identified the routes.

© 2015 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. NO REPRODUCTION OF ANY 
PORTION OF THIS ISSUE IS ALLOWED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM THE PUBLISHER.

FROM THE EDITOR
Cities have the benefit 

of sales and property tax 
revenue to improve their 
communities. However, 
in unincorporated areas 
such as Spring and Klein, 
improvements of any 
kind often require part-
nerships between com-
munity leaders, utility 
districts and counties. 

Perhaps nowhere have 
we seen these partner-

ships play a greater role than in the construction of 
parks and trails along Cypress Creek. A cover story in 
this month’s issue provides background on how the 
development of parks along the creek has been possible 
while providing updates on local park and trail plans 
that could make improvements to the area in the future. 

Partnerships are also key to transportation projects. 
Another cover story focuses on mobility projects along 
I-45 and how they will address the increased congestion 
expected from nearby development and the influx of 
motorists from the Grand Parkway. 

The entire Greater Houston area has to partner to 
address a significant long-term need: groundwater 
resources. For our Coffee with Impact feature on  
Page 20, we sat down with local water organization 
managers to discuss water supply concerns and how 
surface water can help supplement the resource. 

As this region continues to grow, partnerships 
between the county and local leaders will be key to 
ensure Spring and Klein see the kind of growth that will 
improve both communities. 
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What park and pathway projects are you 
most likely to use?  

  Parks 

  Walking, jogging trails

  Bike trails and bike lanes

  Ponds and lakes 

  I am not likely to use any parks or pathway projects 

  Other 

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/skl-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

What concerns you most about the 
Houston human trafficking problem?

The number of minors being trafficked across the country     

45.28% 
The possibility of people being abducted for trafficking  
in my community   

 18.87% 
The effects of sexually oriented businesses on  
my community  

 13.21% 
I am not concerned about sex trafficking    

 11.32%
The lack of federal and state funding for trafficking  
victims nationwide  

  9.43%
Other   

 1.89%
Prostitution taking place in my community 

 0%
Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 2/12/15–3/4/15

Since 2004, 24 parks and 15 trail projects have been developed 
along Cypress Creek. However, Harris County, utility districts 
and other community leaders are partnering for a number of 
other projects that could be developed along the creek in the 
next few years. 

Turn on FOX 26 NEWS,  
download the MyFoxHouston app, 
log on to www.myfoxhouston.com 
for more local news with IMPACT.
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4  Chipotle Mexican Grill opened a 
new restaurant Feb. 4 at 1600 Louetta 
Road, Spring. The restaurant chain’s menu 
includes burritos, crispy tacos and a variety 
of Tex-Mex favorites as well as beverages. 
281-602-3500. www.chipotle.com 

5  Marco’s Pizza opened Feb. 4 at  
16744 Champion Forest Drive, Spring. 
Customers can build a pizza from scratch 
with various meats, cheeses, vegetables 
and seasonings or order a specialty pizza, 
which range from the chicken fresco to 
the deluxe uno pizza. Other menu items 
include Subs, cinnamon squares, salads 
and wings. 832-953-2912.  
www.marcos.com

6  Texan Mattress opened a third Greater 
Houston area location in early March at 
2111 Spring Cypress Road, Ste. 70, Spring. 
The mattress store offers mattresses, box 
springs, frames and headboards as well as 
living room and dining room furniture. 
The value-oriented business offers same-
day delivery six days a week.  
281-907-0177. www.texanmattress.com

7  Etre Belle MedSpa opened its first 
Greater Houston area location March 3 at 
22444 Hwy. 249, Houston. The medical spa 
provides a variety of services, including 
laser hair removal, tattoo removal, Botox 
injections, chemical peels, juviderms, facial 
fillers and microdermabrasions, and B-12 
injections. 281-257-5560.  
www.etrebelle-medspa.com

8  Modera Spring Town Center 
Apartments opened at 21801 Northcrest 
Drive, Spring, in late 2014 and continues to 
make units available for rental. The  
complex is now leasing its one-, two- and 
three-bedroom apartments. Modera 
features a 24-hour fitness center, 
conference room, Wi-Fi lounge, movie 
theater and clubhouse. All units come with 
vinyl wood flooring, granite counters, 
washers and dryers. 281-370-7700.  
www.millcreekplaces.com 

9  Dr. Mythili Vedala opened Anamaya 
Internal Medicine on Jan. 26 at 25420 

Now Open

1  Toasted Yolk Cafe opened its second 
Greater Houston area location in late 2014 
at 15135 I-45 N., Ste. 600, Houston. The 
eatery serves a wide selection of American 
dishes, such as pancakes, waffles and eggs 
for breakfast and sandwiches, soups and 
salads for lunch as well as beer and wine. 
832-446-6282. www.thetoastedyolk.com 

2  Owners Allen and Leona Green 
opened Cafe Marrese at 11729 Spring 
Cypress Road, Houston, in January. The 
Italian-style bistro offers a breakfast and 
lunch menu featuring panini-grilled 
sandwiches, breakfast wraps, housemade 
soups, baked breads, pastries and desserts. 
Gourmet coffees and specialty drinks are 
also available. 832-953-2900.  
www.cafemarrese.com 

3  New food truck Bloom Kitchen & 
Garden opened in December at  
11600 Louetta Road, Houston. Owner 
Taylor Bridges offers a variety of 
vegetarian options, such as veggie burgers, 
breakfast tacos and spaghetti squash pasta. 
All dishes are made with locally sourced 
ingredients. The food truck also offers 
smoothies and juices. 832-726-5714.  
www.facebook.com/BloomKitchen 

IMPACTS

TM; © 2015 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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A Compounding Pharmacy 
that is committed to serving physicians 
and patients by fi nding creative 
solutions to unique medical situations.

Nutritionist on site!

281.251.0904
Dr. Kendra McMullin and Dr. Tim Schroeder

NOW OPEN

8344 Spring Cypress Rd, Suite A, Spring
@ Champion Forest and Spring Cypress, next to The Hill Dental Group  www.bluejaypharmacy.com

MEET OUR 
PHARMACISTS
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Kuykendahl Road, Ste. D-1000, Tomball, 
in The Preserve Office Park. The clinic 
offers a variety of preventive health care 
services for women, men and seniors.  
281-255-4900. www.aimdoctor.com

Coming Soon

10  A new master-planned community, 
the 286-acre Lakes at Creekside, is 
coming to Spring. The development will 
be located southwest of the intersection of 
Kuykendahl and Hufsmith roads. Lakes at 
Creekside could feature 600–700 homes, 
six to eight lakes, a park, a recreation 
center, trails, sidewalks, a splash pad and 
pool at completion, which could take four 
to five years. The first homes are estimated 
to be complete by February. The pool and 
recreation center could be completed by 
summer 2016. 281-376-1500.  
www.flairbuilders.com

11  Impress for Less will open March 19  
in the Willowbrook area at 17335 Hwy. 
249, Houston. The business offers 
discounts on home decor and department 
store brands for men, women and children. 
The grand opening celebration will feature 
a charity event and suit drive, which 
benefits Success Houston.  
www.impressforless.com 

12  Jason’s Deli is slated to open a new 
location in mid-March at 22424 Hwy. 249, 
Houston, in the Spring Cypress Plaza. 
The restaurant serves freshly made items, 
including sandwiches, soups, salads and 
wraps. Jason’s Deli has more than 10 other 
locations in the Greater Houston area.  
281-257-4725. www.jasonsdeli.com 

13  A commercial project from Halberdier 
Real Estate, ENERGY Crossing North, 
will bring 288,000 square feet of 
commercial office space to the corner 
of Northgate Crossing Boulevard and 
the Hardy Toll Road in Spring. The 
development will feature two identical 
six-story office buildings and will break 
ground in the fall with completion 
expected in the fourth quarter of 2016.  
281-362-2829. www.thehrealestate.com

14  Vintage Park’s newest and largest 
tenant, The Work Lodge will open April 
1 at 118 Vintage Park Blvd., Ste. W., 
Houston. Owner Mike Thakur started the 
company to give other small businesses 
and start-ups access to professional office 
space. The Work Lodge offers a variety of 
office spaces, all which include furniture. 
The facility will be able to hold up to 300 
clientele when completed. 281-967-4009. 
www.theworklodge.com 

15  Cypress Station Car Wash & Lube 
will open in May at 9305 Spring Cypress 
Road, Spring. Services include full-service 
express car wash, detailing, oil changes 
and state inspections.  
www.cypressstationcarwash.com  

16  Shipley Donuts has plans to open a 
Tomball location near Hwy. 249 at  
10806 Spring Cypress Road in mid- to 
late April. The doughnut shop offers 60 
varieties of doughnuts and will feature 
customer favorites including filled and 
cake doughnuts. www.shipleydonuts.com

17  Hartz Chicken Buffet is expected to 
open a new location in early April at  
10806 Spring Cypress Road, Ste. B, 
Tomball. The chicken restaurant chain 
serves Southern-style, golden-fried 
chicken, side dishes and casseroles.  
www.hartz-chicken.com 

18  Stephen Gatewood and Associates 
Dentistry will open a second Spring 
location this summer at 6922 Rayford 
Road, Spring. The dental practice offers 
teeth whitenings, dental implants, oral 
surgery and root canals. 281-320-2000. 
www.houstontexasdentist.com 

Relocations

19  Meditative Fitness Programs moved 
to Nurture Soul Therapeutics at 9834 
Spring Cypress Road, Houston, in late 
January from the Energy Corridor. Along 
with various meditative fitness classes, the 
business offers educational seminars and 
private healing programs. 832-755-0270. 
www.thewhai.com

Anniversaries

20  Treat! Cupcakes celebrated its fifth 
anniversary at 126 Vintage Park Blvd., 
Houston, on March 10. Treat! Cupcakes 
bakes 18 varieties of cupcakes daily. The 
wide selection of evolving flavors includes 
customer favorites, such as red velvet, 
strawberry and German chocolate. The 
bakery also offers treats for pets, breakfast 
muffins, cakes and handpies as well as 
cookies and cake pops. 281-251-0016. 
www.treat-cupcakes.com 

21  Sound Revolution celebrates the first 
anniversary of its second location at 21153 
Hwy. 249, Houston, in March. In addition 
to audio CDs, DVDs and vinyl albums, 
the shop also carries posters, skateboards, 
T-shirts, e-cigarettes and smoking 
accessories. 832-534-8066.  
www.soundrevolutionsmokeskate.com 

Renovations

22  Movie theater AMC Willowbrook 24, 
at 17145 Hwy. 249, Houston, is wrapping 
up major renovations. Expected to be 
complete in mid-March, all auditoriums 
will now feature red leather recliners, 
and guests will have the opportunity to 
reserve seats online or at the theater. The 
location will also feature a prime theater 
auditorium with a bigger screen and better 
sound quality with black leather recliners. 
281-970-9604. www.amctheatres.com News or questions about Spring or Klein? 

E-mail sklnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Ariel Carmona Jr. and Matt Stephens
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Treat! Cupcakes celebrated its fifth anniversary at 
126 Vintage Park Blvd., Houston, on March 10.

20

The 286-acre master-planned community Lakes 
at Creekside is coming to the Spring area. 

10

Modera Spring Town Center Apartments opened 
its first units in late 2014 in Spring. 

8

Cafe Marrese opened at 11729 Spring Cypress 
Road, Houston, in January.

2

Toasted Yolk Cafe opened its first Spring location 
in late 2014 at 15135 I-45 N., Ste. 600, Houston. 

1

SERVING ALL OF TEXAS

TAKE THE TIME TO 
EARN MORE TODAY! 

1-800-997-8699
WWW.OLDSECURITYFINANCIALGROUP.COM

IF YOUR BANK 
IS NOT PAYING YOU 

AT LEAST 5% 
ON YOUR CDs...

GIVE US A CALL! 

Our CD alternative is paying 
a minimum of 5% per annum, 

paid to you monthly. 
No waiting around until 

the end of the term to receive 
your interest!

We have been providing safe-money solutions to 
the residents of Texas for over 16 years. 

Why not give us a call today while this is fresh on 
your mind. There is no cost or obligation. Offi ces 
located in Houston, Dallas, Austin, San Antonio, 

Corpus Christi and numerous other cities.

Your Principal and Interest is 100% secured

No long term commitments - short durations 
 of about one year to 18 months

This is NOT an insurance product

This is NOT an annuity 

This is NOT dealing in risky stocks, bonds, 
options, REITs or BDCs

This is NOT Gold, Silver or any other Commodities

There are no transaction fees or commissions 
for you to pay EVER

100% 
of your deposit goes to 

work for you immediately!

401Ks and IRAs can also apply
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Je�  Beard, CCIM
President

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

The J. Beard Real Estate Company
Commercial Real 

Estate Leaders

LANDLORD & TENANT 
REPRESENTATION

SITE ACQUISITION

SALES & LEASING

REAL ESTATE
CONSULTING

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

INSIGHT.

LEADERSHIP.

EXPERTISE.

25700 I-45, Spring – For Lease
• 250,000 SF Class A o�  ce building, under 

construction
• High-end fi nishes, designed to be LEED 

Silver Certifi ed
• Located in between The Woodlands Town 

Center and Exxon Mobil campus
• On-site property management 

1500 Research Forest Dr., The Woodlands – 
For Lease
• Availability: 2,000 SF, 1,800 SF and 1,500 SF, 

with 3,300 SF contiguous 
• Research Forest Plaza, located 

approximately ½ mile west of I-45, in a 
perfect position for daily commuters that 
use I-45

• Features: 60’ bay depths, glass storefronts 
and covered walk along full length of center

2002 Timberloch, The Woodlands – For 
Lease
• Space available: Suite 300 – 17,815 RSF 

& Suite 600 – 17,815 RSF with upgraded 
fi nishes

• Town Center Location and walking distance 
to The Woodlands Waterway, Market Street 
and adjacent to The Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion

• Excellent access – under ½ mile to I-45

9595 Six Pines Dr., The Woodlands – O�  ce 
Space For Lease
• 560,000 SF mixed use development
• Class A o�  ce space above ground-fl oor 

retail
• Located in the heart of Town Center
• Convenient reserved covered and surface 

parking
• 1,200 -4,277 SF available
• On-site property management

1400 Woodloch Forest Dr., The Woodlands 
– For Lease
• Availability: Suite 575-7,760 SF
• High-end fi nishes, with possible furniture 

included
• Below market rate
• Elevator/lobby exposure
• Located in the heart of Town Center, in close 

proximity to The Woodlands Mall, Market 
Street, The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion, 
and The Woodlands Waterway.

9420 College Park Dr., The Woodlands – For 
Lease & Pad Sites Available
• Grocery-anchored center located at the 

signalized intersection of highly traveled SH 
242 & FM 1488

• Spaces available from 1,000-6,237 SF
• .6 acre, .9 acre, 1.6 acre pad sites available
• Close proximity to Sam Houston State 

University - The Woodlands Campus, Lone 
Star College, St. Luke’s Hospital.

HAVENWOOD OFFICE PARK

RESEARCH FOREST PLAZA

TIMBERLOCH PLACE

MARKET STREET

WOODLOCH FOREST DR.

WINDVALE CENTER
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Lane closures for The Grand Parkway construction

I-45 northbound Hardy Toll Road exit, I-45 northbound frontage road left lane and right shoulder 
from Spring Stuebner entrance ramp to north of exit No. 72 will be closed through the summer of 2015.

I-45 southbound Spring Stuebner Road exit will be closed through March 31. 

 I-45 southbound frontage road from Spring Crossing to East Montgomery Road will be closed from  
8 p.m.–6 a.m. March 18–21. 

Gleannloch Forest Drive from Boudreaux Road to Northpointe Drive will be closed from 8 p.m.–6 a.m. 
through March 15. 

Champion Forest Drive from Boudreaux Road to Northpointe Drive will be closed from 8 p.m.–6 a.m. 
March 17–21. 

Hildebrandt at Kuykendahl roads will be closed continuously from 9 a.m.–4 p.m. through June 30. 
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Project spotlight

1   The Grand Parkway   
Construction continues on segments F-1, F-2 
and G of Houston’s third outer loop. The 
project features overpasses and interchanges 
at Hwy. 290, Hwy. 249 and I-45.  
Timeline: Project is estimated to be complete 
in December 2015. 
Cost: $1 billion 
Funding sources: Texas Department of 
Transportation

2  Hardy Toll Road widening
A Harris County Toll Road Authority project, 
the Hardy Toll Road will be widened from  
FM 1960 to the Grand Parkway with a third 
lane added in each direction. Construction 
began in January on the toll road’s partial 
interchange with the Grand Parkway. 
Maintenance work will begin on the roadway 
in April, while construction on the expansion 
will begin this summer.   
Timeline: Project is expected to be 
completed by mid-2016. 
Cost: $95 million
Funding sources: HCTRA

3   Hufsmith-Kohrville Road Segment 1 
Contractor Menade Inc. began construction 
Feb. 16 to widen Hufsmith-Kohrville Road 
from a two-lane asphalt roadway to a four-
lane concrete boulevard section in Tomball. 
Segment 1 spans from just south of Spring 
Cypress Road north to Hollow Glen Lane.
Timeline: Construction is slated for 
completion in February 2016.

Cost: $6.5 million
Funding sources: Harris County Precinct 4

4   T.C. Jester signal installation
Harris County continues work on the 
installation of 10 traffic lights along  
T.C. Jester Boulevard between FM 1960 
and FM 2920 in Spring. The intersections 
receiving traffic signals include Chapel Bend 
Drive, Aspen Bend Drive, Kennonview Drive, 
Glenmere Lane, Winding Ridge Drive, Center 
Court Drive, Pinelakes Boulevard, Alvin A. 
Klein Drive, Springbrook Hollow Drive and 
Spring Creek Oaks Drive. 
Timeline: Project is scheduled for 
completion May 22. 
Cost: $2.89 million 
Funding sources: Harris County Precinct 
4, TxDOT

Project updates

5   Tomball Tollway 
HCTRA is constructing the six-lane 
electronically monitored road raised 
above Hwy. 249 feeder lanes. All major 
items of work are complete on the three 
sections spanning just south of Spring 
Cypress Road to just north of FM 2920. 
Crews are completing minor items, such 
as grading, seeding and installing rails 
on the mainlanes. Workers have begun 
construction on a northbound left-turn 
lane at the Northpointe Drive intersection 
and southbound entrance ramp 
widening. Free ramps are being installed 
near FM 2920. 
Timeline: Project is estimated to be 
complete in April. 
Cost: $170 million
Funding sources: HCTRA

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at sklnews@impactnews.comCompiled by Matt Stephens and Liza Winkler
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HYUNDAI

1-888-251-8370TOLL
FREE:www.ConroeHyundai.com

Exit Hwy 105 go North to Wilson Rd.  We are located at I-45 North and Wilson Rd.

All prices plus TT&L Pictures and colors for illustration only. 1) 2) 75 Month Chase Bank Financing,  3.9% APR 20% Down and 1st Month Payment of 1) $293.41 2) 196.44, + TT&L, With Approved Credit. Some applicable rebates/ incentives 
may change due to rebate/incentive changes made by manufacturer after release of publication of this ad.

NEW 2014 HYUNDAI 
SANTA FE 

SPORT
Several To 

Choose

$21,911 $288.12Mo1 $17,954 $199Mo

NEW 2015 HYUNDAI 
ELANTRA 

4DR

2

NEW 2015 HYUNDAI 
SONATA

Several To Choose

$19,475

$29,740
NEW 2014 HYUNDAI 

GENESIS SEDAN
Several To Choose

Sale Price $32,240 Less $2500 Factory Rebate

Several To 
Choose

Sale Price $22,911 Less $1000 Factory Rebate

Sale Price $20,975 Less $1000 HMA Bonus Cash, Less $500 Holiday Cash

WIES_15011.10x2.94.IMPACT.HYUNDAI.Feb.indd   1 1/27/2015   3:10:32 PM
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InSPIRE Rock
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Owner Paul Short opened InSPIRE Rock Indoor Climbing Gym in December 2013. 
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403 E. Louetta Road 
Spring • 281-288-7625
www.inspirerock.com 
Hours: Mon, Wed., Fri. 6 a.m.–10 p.m.; 
Tue., Thu. 10 a.m.–10 p.m.; 
Sat. 9–11 a.m. (members only),  
11 a.m.–10 p.m.;  Sun. 1–8 p.m. 

Cost to climb
Costs for climbing at InSPIRE Rock vary. Day 
passes are $19 per adult, which includes a 
harness rental. A monthly anytime pass for 
members costs $59, including a pro shop 
discount and group yoga fitness classes, but 
does not include gear. Monthly membership 
is $45 for a second family member and $35 
for each subsequent family member. InSPIRE Rock provides team-buliding programs. 

The rock-climbing gymnasium offers a variety of 
climbing surfaces and challenge courses. 

A calculated climb 

InSPIRE Rock Indoor 
Climbing Gym
Gymnasium aims to uplift patrons in Spring

P aul Short was first introduced to 
indoor rock climbing in the early 
’90s following a chance meeting 

with a famous entrepreneur while he was 
in college. 

Short said he met the founder of 
Chick-Fil-A, Truett Cathy, while study-
ing psychology and business at Samford 
University in Alabama. Cathy invited 
him to work at Camp Winshape in 
Rome, Georgia, in spring 1990 where 
he said he learned many lifelong lessons 
from the sport. 

“It was love at first sight,” said Short, 
a native of the Dallas/Fort Worth area. 
“What I loved was what [rock climbing] 
revealed about myself.”

Short’s passion for rock climbing led 
him to open InSPIRE Rock Indoor Rock 
Climbing Gym in December 2013. The 
indoor rock-climbing facility features 
17,000 square feet of rock climbing with 
walls reaching up to 43 feet in height. 
The gym offers a double-decker boulder 
section—which allows for climbing up 
to 18 feet—as well as a speed wall, two 
challenge courses for team building and 
a separate children’s climbing area. 

Working at Camp Winshape taught 
Short team-building principles that 
he imparted to his sons and just about 
everyone who walks into his indoor rock-
climbing gym, he said. His sons, Andrew 
and Luke, are now both members of 
a youth climbing team that competes 
against youth climbers around the world. 

He said he teaches customers about 
overcoming their fears and limitations by 
allowing them to learn life lessons while 
they are having fun at the same time.

“These exercises and activities like rope 
challenge courses kind of tell us who we 
really are,” he said. “In rock climbing, 
perseverance is really important.”

The entrepreneur said opening the spe-
cialty gym required patience. Following 
the economic recession in 2008, banks 
were not lending to businesses. Short said 
when he finally got the opportunity, he 
took full advantage of it and soon area 
businesses rallied around the gym.

In addition to the rock climbing 
gymnasium, InSPIRE Rock houses a 
restaurant, 5 Ate Café. The cafe is open 
to the public, featuring pizza, sandwiches 
and desserts. 5 Ate Café is run by Chef 
Charlie Williams, a rock climber himself 
and brother of Short’s wife. 

A distinct offering, InSPIRE Rock’s 
team-building courses are tailored for 
corporate or community groups.

“It’s a great way for them to build 
morale,” Short said. “It’s also a great way 
to break the ice.” 

He said businesses in various indus-
tries, such as local oil and gas compa-
nies ExxonMobil and Arco, have taken 
advantage of the program. With all the 
nearby growth throughout the Spring 
area, the gym has seen a boom in busi-
ness since Short bought the land, he said. 

“We love the area and the people,” 
Short said. “It is very family-oriented and 
friendly. We have families, kids [and] 
married couples who climb together. Our 
customers run the gamut from single 
men and women to wounded vets.” 

InSPIRE Rock also offers yoga classes, 
fitness equipment and a portable rock 
wall. Short said he takes the rock wall 
into schools for various events. The 
portable rock wall has served more than 
350,000 students since 2001.  

“It teaches [students] character les-
sons,” Short said. “That life [is] like rock 
climbing. We need to get a good grip, and 
if you make bad choices, you can slip. It’s 
a great metaphor.”  

BUSINESS

By Ariel Carmona Jr.

43
feet

Climbing 
walls reach 

up to 

10
meter

speed wall for 
competitive 
climbing 

25 years
of rock-climbing 
experience

Paul Short has

17,000
square feet of total 
climbing space

InSPIRE Rock has

S E N I O R  L I V I N G

Spring Cypress Rd.

Louetta Rd.

Cypresswood Dr.

H
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arth Rd.

Hardy Toll Road

45 20305 Holzwarth Road
Spring, TX 77388
Call 281-257-2299 
For More Details

ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE

SPECIALIZED TRAINED STAFF AVAILABLE 24/7  • GENERATIONS MEMORY CARE

RESORT-STYLE LIVING WITH ALL THE COMFORTS OF HOME

SUNDAY JAZZ BRUNCH
CALL TODAY TO RESERVE YOUR TABLE

ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP 
THE FIRST TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH FROM 5:30–7:00pm

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 6:00pm • OPEN TO THE PUBLIC #137178



Spring | Klein Edition • March 2015 11

Greek Isles
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Sarah Manos opened Greek Isles in July 2013.

Greek Isles offers authentic Greek food and a wide selection of international wines.
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Greek Isles
Restaurant brings authentic Greek flavors to Spring/Klein region

W hen Sarah Manos and her 
husband, Vasilis Manos, were 
forced to sell their Greek  

restaurant in Vancouver, British Colum-
bia five years ago, they decided to open 
another eatery where they could start 
fresh and bring their brand of Greek 
food to the masses in Spring, Texas. 

Sarah said the couple’s previous 
restaurant had thrived in Canada for 
25 years. When Vancouver hosted the 
Winter Olympics in 2010, the Ameri-
can corporate push in the area led to 
the establishment of big malls and the 
closure of smaller businesses.

“Many longtime well-established  
restaurants were forced to move some-
where else,” Sarah said. “Also, taxes went 
sky-high in order to pay for the cost of 
hosting the Olympics.” 

In addition to having relatives in 
Houston, Sarah said many tourists from 
Texas visited the Vancouver eatery. 

“Year after year these people would 
come back to our restaurant to visit us, 
and they loved the food,” she said. “They 
told us that we should open up a restau-
rant in Houston, [and] that it would be a 
big hit, so we heeded that advice.”

Greek Isles opened at its Spring 
location in July 2013. Sarah said the 
restaurant’s recipes make it distinctive, 
coming from the Agrinio Village she 
hails from in central mainland Greece. 
Although the restaurant does sell gyros 
because of their popularity, Greek Isles 
does not specialize in fast food.

“We have upscale Greek cuisine, and 
we feel it’s excellent because it’s made 
from scratch,” Sarah said. “For example, 
we make our own spanakopitas filo  
pastries, humus and our own tzatziki 
from scratch with fresh ingredients.” 

Local wine enthusiast Ben August 
said he regularly frequents Greek Isles. 
August spoke with Sarah about expand-
ing the wine list and has since become a 
partner in the business. 

“It’s a good neighborhood restaurant,” 
August said. “I think we will become 
known as the best place for handmade 
food and great wine in Spring.”

Greek Isles chef Honoralio Aviles had 
no previous Greek restaurant experience 
prior to landing the job, but has learned 
quickly and brought 25 years of cooking 
experience to the restaurant. 

“I see more people starting to realize 

that we are here, and the community’s 
[numbers in the restaurant have] started 
to increase,” Aviles said.

In addition to authentic Greek food 
and a varied wine selection, Greek Isles 
features belly dance shows at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday nights. 

Sarah said she and her husband have 
been in the restaurant industry for more 
than 40 years, and the family atmo-
sphere of their restaurants has remained 
consistent throughout the years. 

“We’re still eating the same food and 
listening to the same music and trying 
to have a little cheer with some good 
wine,” she said.

DINING

By Ariel Carmona Jr.

5200 Louetta Road 
Spring • 281-257-4775
www.greekisleshouston.com
Hours: Mon.–Thu. 11:30 a.m.–9:30 p.m.,  
Fri. 11:30 a.m.–10:30 p.m., Sat. noon–
10:30 p.m., Sun. 11:30 a.m.–9 p.m.

The Kleftiko dish is a customer favorite. ($22.95) The Islands Hot Platter is a popular appetizer. ($18.95) 

Customer favorites
• Spanakopita: This spinach and cheese 

dish is wrapped in flaky filo pastry and 
served with tzatziki sauce. ($5.95)

• Kleftiko: Oven-roasted lamb is marinated 
with garlic, lemon and oregano and served 
with tzatziki sauce, lemon roasted potatoes 
and green beans. ($22.95)

• Moussaka: This Greek lasagna combines 
layers of eggplant, zucchini, sliced pota-
toes, ground beef and tomato, topped with 
Parmesan bechamel sauce. ($13.95)

LSC- University Center  •  3232 College Drive •  The Woodlands, TX 77384 
936-273-7628 • www.ollusa.edu/TheWoodlands

Our Lady of the Lake University gives you scheduling options 
and affordable tuition to complete your undergraduate or 
graduate degree on the weekends and reach your career goals.

TAKE YOUR CAREER TO THE NEXT LEVEL
Earn a degree on weekends in The Woodlands
BACHELOR’S • MASTER’S • DOCTORAL

ATTEND ONE OF OUR FREE 
INFORMATION SESSIONS

Saturday, March 28 • Noon 
Thursday, April 9 • 6:30 p.m.

Sign up online at 
www.ollusa.edu/InfoSession
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Critical Moment.
Critical Decision.
Which Emergency Department  
will you trust when minutes count?

When serious symptoms strike, you can count on us. Our Emergency Department 
is in the neighborhood, open 24/7 and is staffed by board-certified emergency 
physicians, emergency-trained nurses, licensed radiologists, and certified laboratory 
technologists who can handle a wide range of major medical emergencies.  
Make the critical decision to choose CHI St. Luke’s Health.

Learn what to do in an emergency at CHISL-ER.org.

The Vintage Hospital
Emergency Department
20171 Chasewood Park Drive
Houston, TX 77070
832-534-6100
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Klein ISD rezones elementary 
schools for French Elementary
By Matt Stephens 

Klein ISD’s 30th elementary 
school, French Elementary School, 
is scheduled to open in August for 
the 2015–16 school year to serve 
students on the north end of the 
district’s boundaries. 

With construction nearly com-
pleted on the campus, the KISD 
board of trustees approved rezon-
ing for the district’s elementary 
schools at a board meeting Feb. 9. 
The approved zoning changes will 
pull students from Northampton 
and Metzler elementary schools to 
attend French Elementary. 

The largest portion being 
rezoned to French Elementary 
includes neighborhoods within 
Northampton’s zone, such 
as Auburn Lakes, Greens of 
Northampton, Dovershire Place, 
Goodwin Mobile Homes, Woods 
of Northampton, Hampton Creek, 
Waterford Springs and Alexan 
Auburn Lakes Apartments. 

“The areas that are rezoned from 
Northampton to French are the 
subdivisions that are right around 
French,” said Judy Rimato, the dis-
trict’s associate superintendent for 
communications and planning.

Several subdivisions within 
Metzler’s current zone, including 
Toscana at August Pines, Shadow 
Creek South, Shadow Creek at 
August Pines, Retreat at Augusta 
Pines and Augusta Creek Ridge, 
are being rezoned to French 
Elementary as well, Rimato said. 

“There’s not that many students 
currently living in those subdi-
visions, but because [they are] 
actively being built, there are many 
students projected for that area,” 
she said.  

Rezoning changes approved by 

the district also include moving 
Laurel Park and the Hines subdivi-
sion, which are zoned to Kuehnle 
Elementary, to Hassler Elementary.

“The reason we’d like to move it 
now is there’s no students currently 
living in this particular area,” 
Rimato said. 

She said the district first met 
with demographics firm Popula-
tion and Survey Analysts and cre-
ated a zoning committee in Octo-
ber. The district began the process 
with six different rezoning options, 
and after four zoning meetings and 
the discussion of a seventh option, 
staff presented recommendations 
to the board at the Dec. 8 meeting. 

The KISD board unanimously 
approved the zones Feb. 9. 

“[Superintendent] Dr. [Jim] 
Cain, congratulations to you and 
your staff on rezoning; the last few 
have gone very smoothly,” KISD 
board member Stephen Szymczak 
said. “Even though we have not 
satisfied everyone, we have satisfied 
their needs to be heard. I think 
that’s important.” 

The district will begin the 
rezoning process in the fall for the 
district’s 31st elementary school 
and fifth high school. Planned for 
the Willow Lake Village subdivi-
sion, Elementary School No. 31 is 
set to open in the 2016–17 school 
year. High School No. 5 could 
open in the 2017–18 school year if 
residents pass the district’s newest 
bond authorization May 9. 

Both the French and Willow 
Lakes Village elementary schools 
are being funded by the district’s 
2008 bond authorization. District 
officials said the guaranteed maxi-
mum cost for French Elementary 
School is $20.499 million.

EDUCATION
Overflowing with growth

Current Elementary school zones

Although French Elementary will relieve growth at some schools on the north side of Klein ISD, the number of 
students at several schools is projected to exceed 120 percent of the campus’ capacity, the point where the 
district looks to construct new schools to relieve student growth. To accommodate the growth, KISD typically 
builds temporary buildings and takes other temporary measures until the district can construct a new school. 

The elementary zones for the 
2014–15 school year would have 
seen Metzler and Northampton 
elementary schools add an influx 
of students in developing neigh-
borhoods in the next several 
years due to growth in the north 
of the district’s boundaries. 

The addition of French Elementary 
allowed the district to address the 
expected growth at Metzler and 
Northampton elementary schools. 
A portion of Kuehnle Elemen-
tary was also rezoned to Hassler 
Elementary. 

Campus 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
French 54% 65% 74% 83% 88% 95% 103% 110% 116% 123%

Hassler 76% 74% 76% 79% 84% 91% 99% 105% 110% 115%

Kuehnle 97% 105% 112% 117% 125% 133% 143% 152% 161% 169%

Metzler 101% 106% 109% 109% 119% 127% 138% 150% 161% 174%

Mueller* 110% 119% 129% 137% 149% 158% 168% 177% 186% 195%

Northampton  58% 63% 71% 76% 80% 86% 93% 100% 107% 113%

Schultz* 114% 123% 133% 135% 139% 144% 149% 153% 157% 160%

Zwink** 100% 105% 112% 117% 129% 141% 154% 166% 180% 191%

* Schools expected to get relief from opening of 31st elementary school in 2016
** School expected to get relief from opening of 32nd elementary school

New Elementary School zones

Source: Klein ISD
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1. Gleannloch Farms 

5 New Communities 
in Spring/Klein!

In the Houston division, prices, plans, elevations and specifications are 
subject to change without notice. Map is an artist’s conception for general 
information purposes only and is not to scale. Photographs are for illustrative 
purposes only. See Sales Counselor for details on available promotions and 
restrictions. © 2014 RH of Texas Limited Partnership. RH1519

Map not drawn to scale

Visit ryland.com for more information.

1. Gleannloch Farms - Homes from the $300’s

2. Preserve at Northampton - Homes from the $210’s

3. Retreat at Augusta Pines - Homes from the low $400’s 

4. Vistas at Klein Lake - Spring 2015

5. Laurel Park - Homes from the mid $200’s
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Electronic cigarette, vapor shops growing in popularity in Spring/Klein area
By Shawn Arrajj and Ariel Carmona Jr. 

Vapor shops and stores carrying 
e-cigarettes have proliferated in Spring in 
the past year. 

Local shop owners said the popularity 
of these shops has risen due in part to the 
belief that e-cigarettes offer a healthier 
alternative to traditional smoking. 

“You have to keep in mind, vaping 
came a long way compared to what it was 
before,” said Avion Yin, owner of Forever 
Vapes, which opened along Louetta Road 
in Spring in 2014. “All of our customers 
have one goal in mind: to put down ana-
log [cigarettes]. Most customers have had 
bad experiences related to health issues.”

Forever Vapes is one of several vapor 
shops that opened in Spring in the past 
year. Trinity Vapor opened at Rayford 
and Richards roads in mid-2014, and Joy’s 
Pure Vapor, Chunky Monkey Vapor and 
Allied Vapor all opened along FM 2920 in 
the past year. 

Local smoke shop owners said most 
of their customers find vaping to be a 
life-changing experience as the major-
ity of customers are looking to reduce 
the amount they spend on cigarettes and 
traditional tobacco. 

“Most are here for various reasons, 
whether it be financial or they have kids 
around the house or they have dealt with 
issues like emphysema,” Yin said. 

Trinity Vapor Manager Danielle Kellar 
said she  also attributes the popularity of 
e-cigarettes to smokers wanting healthier 

alternatives to smoking cigarettes. 
“I think it’s because [vaping is] a health-

ier alternative,” Kellar said. “I think a lot 
of people don’t think they can quit cold 
turkey. This gives them another option.”

E-cigarettes work using a flavored 
e-juice, which is put inside a vaporizing 
device and heated. Vaping enthusiasts 
tout that e-cigarettes do not contain many 
of the harmful chemicals and carcinogens 
found in traditional cigarettes. They also 
do not produce smoke but omit a water-
vapor mist instead.

Although those who use vapor ciga-
rettes are quick to attest to the health 
benefits, the Food and Drug Administra-
tion is studying the effects of vaping. FDA 
officials have issued a proposal that would 
extend the agency’s tobacco authority to 
cover e-cigarettes, claiming not enough 
studies have been done to fully compre-
hend the potential risks and benefits. The 
FDA would also obtain the power to tax 
e-cigarette sales.

Meanwhile, vaping continues to grow 
in popularity. City of Houston officials 
passed a ban on smoking in the city’s 
public parks in July, but the ban did not 
include e-cigarettes. 

The largest vaping summit in the world 
took place at NRG Center in Houston in 
November. Organizers of the event sug-
gest the FDA’s main interest in extending 
its ability to regulate vaping is not public 
health but extending its taxing authority 
to e-cigarettes.

HEALTH

THE INS AND OUTS OF AN E-CIGARETTE
The atomizer contains the 
heating element which, when 
applied to the cartridge, creates 
the vapor. 

Nicotine cartridge
An airflow sensor 
switches on the battery 
when the user inhales.

Mouthpiece

Atomizer

Airflow
Vapor

Rechargeable battery or other power 
source charges the heating element. 

Battery

The LED 
light turns 
on when 
the heating 
element is 
activated.

LED 
Light

Solution within the 
cartridge is converted into 
a mist that the user inhales.

The cartridge is filled with plastic fibers soaked 
in a solution of propylene glycol or vegetable 
glycerin and nicotine.

Source: NJOY 

Joy’s Pure Vapor
3730 FM 2920 Road Ste. 109 
Spring • 281-719-0542
www.facebook.com/springjpvapor

Trinity Vapor
25222 Richard Road
Spring • 832-928-6535
www.trinityvapor.com

Chunky Monkey Vapor
4027 FM 2920 Rd Ste. A
Spring • 281-528-8283
www.chunkymonkeyvapor.com

Allied Vapor
3410 FM 2920 Road Ste. 70
Spring • 281-466-2534
www.alliedvapor.com

World Peace Smoke Shop
5010 Louetta Rd. Ste. D 
Spring • 832-559-3757 
www.facebook.com/pages/world-peace-
smoke-shop/1500150790259346 

*This is not a comprehensive list of all 
vapor shops and e-cigerette stores in the 
Spring and Klein areas.

1 4

2 5

3

VAPING A GROWING TREND
Following the growing trend of vaping and e-cigarettes across the country, a number of 
new businesses have opened in the Spring area in the last year that provide e-cigarette 
products and services.
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Affordable
FAMILY CLINICFAMILY CLINICFAMILY CLINIC

(281) 528-2273
3307 Spring Stuebner Rd. 
Ste. A1 Spring, TX 77389
YourAffordableClinic.com

Office Visit with Script: $50 
Well Woman Examinations with Pap: $85
Annual Physicals, Work, Sports & 
Camp Physicals: $30

.
Spring 

Stuebner Rd.M
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-
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.

45

Nathan McGrew
Nurse Practitioner

Weight Loss Program – $55!!  
Includes script and 4 B-12 injections!

The Best Transmission 
Warranty in the Business!

• 10 YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY 

• UNLIMITED MILES

• NATIONWIDE COVERAGE

•  DIAGNOSED RIGHT! FIXED RIGHT! 
WITH THE INDUSTRY’S  
BEST WARRANTY! 

• AT NO ADDITIONAL COST TO YOU

FROM TRANSMISSIONS TO TUNE-UPS, PEOPLE WHO KNOW GO TO AAMCO.

AAMCO OF TOMBALL
281-378-2405 • 24730 KUYKENDAHL ROAD

BETWEEN WOODLANDS PARKWAY & 2920

WWW.AAMCOTOMBALLTX.COM • HOURS: M-F 8 TO 6, SAT. 8 TO 1

Hurry! 
Limited 
Time 

Offer!

2
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Final corridor proposed for Houston-to-Dallas railway

By Marie Leonard and Matt Stephens 
With the 84th Texas Legisla-

ture well underway, a familiar 
piece of local legislation was filed 
in November. State Rep. Patricia 
Harless, R-Spring, filed a bill 
for the fifth consecutive session 
aimed at allowing counties to 
regulate the sale and use of cer-
tain fireworks. 

Harless filed the bill, House 
Bill 152, on Nov. 10 prior to the 
legislative session commencing. 
The bill was read for the first 
time and referred to the County 
Affairs Committee on Feb. 9. 
HB 152 narrowly defines which 
fireworks would be regulated, 

primarily relating to missiles and 
fins, and does not ban any profes-
sional fireworks displays or many 
non-aerial fireworks. 

“It’s not that we’re opposed to 
fireworks,” she said. “Our con-
cern [is] the fire from the debris.” 

Harless has made some 
changes this session to try to 
encourage the bill’s passage. The 
bill now only applies to counties 
with a population of 3.3 million 
or more, which only affects Har-
ris County. A clarification was 
also added that should the bill 
pass, county commissioners must 
call an election on the issue. 

“If the fireworks lobby doesn’t 

want this, why don’t we leave it 
up to the residents to decide?,” 
she said. 

Harless said she believes the 
fireworks lobby may be the reason 
the bill has not passed previously. 

“There are a lot of fireworks 
that are manufactured in Texas, 
and a lot of them that are distrib-
uted across the nation that are 
local businesses in Texas,” she 
said. “There’s always a concern 
that if Harris County does some 
restrictions, then it could go to 
rural Texas or other counties.” 

Harris County Fire Marshal 
Mike Montgomery said fireworks 
can pose a potential fire hazard 

during dry conditions. 
“Any measure that provides 

local control for items that are 
necessary to public safety makes 
sense and needs to be looked at,” 
Montgomery said. 

He said any firework can start a 

fire if not handled properly. 
“As the county becomes 

more densely populated, there 
is a greater potential for fires,” 
Montgomery said. “So we urge 
everybody if they use fireworks, 
use them with caution.”

By Liza Winkler
After two possible rail routes were 

identified by the Federal Railroad Admin-
istration last fall, Texas Central Railway 
announced its final corridor recommen-
dation Feb. 17 for the proposed construc-
tion of a 240-mile, high-speed rail from 
Houston to Dallas by 2021.

TCR officials recommend the Federal 
Railroad Administration move forward 
with consideration of the utility corridor 
that travels near part of Hwy. 290 in Har-
ris County north through Grimes County 
for the rail line.

“We selected the utility corridor as the 
best alternative because it satisfies the 
goals of the project to provide safe, reli-
able, and economically viable high-speed 
rail service between Houston and Dallas,” 
said David Hagy, executive director for 
community outreach for TCR. 

According to TCR, officials plan to 
recommend the FRA also consider the 
inclusion of an alternative path along the 

I-10 corridor to reach a possible station 
in downtown Houston. TCR is expected 
to work with city of Houston officials to 

evaluate the logistics of the additional 
potential route. 

The previous route up for consideration 
traveled along the Burlington Northern 
Santa Fe line and would have moved  
through Tomball, Magnolia and other 

parts of Montgomery County. 
TCR plans to move forward with 

investigating alternative paths along the 
utility corridor to accommodate poten-
tial conflicts with homes and businesses 
and submit additional information to 
the FRA for further analysis during the 
environmental review process. 

Currently in the early stages of the 
EIS, the review process will take 18–24 
months to complete, TCR officials said.

“Today’s announcement demon-
strates that high-speed rail is on its way 
to becoming a reality in Texas,” said 
Rep. Allen Fletcher, R-Cypress, of the 
announcement. “This private, for-profit 
effort will provide another travel option 
for the Houston-to-Dallas corridor, help 
reduce traffic congestion and create 
thousands of jobs, all without using the 
state’s limited transportation dollars.”

A project unique to the U.S., the high-
speed rail would travel from Houston to 
Dallas in 90 minutes, according to TCR. 

BRIEFS

TX
High-Speed
R A I L  S Y S T E M

Huntsville

Conroe

Corsicana

Waco

Fort Worth

Dallas 

HoustonMap not to scale

290

35

45

10

20

249

SAM HOUSTON

Proposed legislation would allow Harris County 
to regulate sale, use of certain fireworks

Fireworks in Harris County

KLEIN 
VFD

Spring 
VFD

Cy-fair  
VFD

Number of responses per Volunteer Fire Departments in 2011

Source: Office of state Rep. Patricia Harless

Volunteer fire departments in unincorporated Harris County 
respond to numerous fires caused by fireworks during holidays. 

Proposed 
route

“[The route} satisfies 
the goals of the project 
to provide safe, reli-
able, and economically 
viable high-speed rail 
service between Hous-
ton and Dallas.” 

—David Hagy, executive director for community 
outreach for Texas Central Railway

Authentic Italian Cuisine is  
Closer Than You Think

“Gratzi is at the top of our list 
when we consider going out for 

fine dining. ” 
–Nathan, Spring.

“The food is amazing. It’s definitely worth 
checking out!”

- Bella M., Spring

“The food is worth a drive from any 
distance in Houston.” 

- Shane D.

             281-376-4800     
gratziitalian.com

Early Bird Special Lasagna, Fettucine 
Alfredo or Spaghetti with Meatballs for 

$8.95

Tuesday & Thursday 
Night Specials

12” pizza with 2 traditional 
toppings for $7.95

Monday Night Specials

Wine Night – $7 bottles of Meridian, 
Cabernet, or Chardonnay

Wednesday Night Specials6334 FM 2920, Ste 110, 
Spring 77379

On 2920, between Kuykendahl and TC Jester, Next to Wood Forest Bank
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Conveniently open 6 days a week with 
same day appointments!

Call us today and relieve your PAIN!

6518 Louetta Rd. Spring, TX 77379
281.370.4251

www.kleinchiroclinic.com

• Serving the community since 
1978 with a HANDS on approach 
to reliving pain. 
• Let us help you with -Neck Pain 
• Back Pain -Sciatica -Degener-
ative Disc Disease -and MUCH 
MORE!

• Back Pain -Sciatica -Degener-
ative Disc Disease -and MUCH 
• Back Pain -Sciatica -Degener-
ative Disc Disease -and MUCH 
• Back Pain -Sciatica -Degener-

Klein
Chiropractic Clinic, P.C.
Nathan N. Whitaker, D.C.

MORE!•  Serving the community since 1978 with a 
  HANDS ON approach to relieving pain. 

• Let us help you with: Headaches, Neck Pain, Back Pain, 
 Sciatica, Degenerative Disc Disease and MUCH MORE!

1978 with a HANDS on approach 

• Let us help you with -Neck Pain 
• Back Pain -Sciatica -Degener-

• Serving the community since 
1978 with a HANDS on approach 

• Let us help you with -Neck Pain 
• Back Pain -Sciatica -Degener-

Klein• Serving the community since Klein• Serving the community since 
1978 with a HANDS on approach 

Klein
1978 with a HANDS on approach 

Chiropractic Clinic, P.C.to reliving pain. Chiropractic Clinic, P.C.to reliving pain. 
• Let us help you with -Neck Pain 

Chiropractic Clinic, P.C.
• Let us help you with -Neck Pain 

Nathan N. Whitaker, D.C.
• Let us help you with -Neck Pain 

Nathan N. Whitaker, D.C.
• Let us help you with -Neck Pain 
• Back Pain -Sciatica -Degener-Nathan N. Whitaker, D.C.• Back Pain -Sciatica -Degener-

• Serving the community since 
1978 with a HANDS on approach 
• Serving the community since 
1978 with a HANDS on approach 

Make 2015 the year you 

get rid of your pain!

Dr. Nathan Whitaker

“Caring for you 
like family!”

Gessner Rd

Fallbrook Dr.

Horse
Race 
Track

249 8045 N. Sam Houston Pkwy W.
Houston, Texas 77064

www.steamboathousetx.com
832-912-1845 CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

Early Texas was a land of opportunity to those who 
would brave the conditions of the day.  No roads to 
speak of, no bridges, just a few hand drawn ferries to 
cross some of the rivers, and plenty of Indians; some 
friendly, and others that were not.

The following is a “Letter to the Editor” (Mr. 
Burnett), of a New York City newspaper, dated 
March 5, 1834.

“Mr. Burnett – Since my return from Texas, where I 
have resided the past year, I have been requested by 
some of your subscribers, to avail myself of the extensive 
circulation of your useful paper, to communicate to 
those who may be desirous to change their place of 
abode, the inducements o� ered to families of good 
character to emigrate to Texas.  Each family has their 
choice of any unappropriated league, containing 4428 
acres, on conditions that they reside in the country 6 
years, cultivate some portion of it, and place a family 
on it.  The expenses are – to Stephen F. Austin, the 
Empresario, for his trouble in attending to the business 
of the emigrant, $50.  To the Commissioner appointed 
by the Government, to execute the deed and administer 
the oath, $15; for stamp paper, $12; for surveying in 
the lower colony, $48; in the upper colony, $30.  To 
the Government, in three installments, of 4, 5, and 6 
years, $35.

Single persons of full age receive one fourth the 
quantity of married, and the remaining 3-4 when 
they marry.  No person can obtain or hold land unless 
he resides in the country and becomes a citizen.  
The government is republican.   They are subject to 
no taxes, and at present subject to no duties.  The 
climate is mild.  Here the settler does not work in the 
summer for the winter.  Their cattle subsisting in their 
prairies the whole year.  Their hogs do not require 
any grain.  This country o� ers great inducements to 
the Christian philanthropist to emigrate.  To them it 
opens an extensive fi eld of usefulness.  To ministers 
of the gospel, who will undertake the education of 
children, there is a wide fi eld of usefulness.  The 
inhabitants are eager to hear the gospel, and I have 

witnessed a man of 80 years of age, in company with 
his wife, riding 20 miles to hear one sermon.  The few 
local preachers that are there preach constantly, and 
cannot supply one half the calls.  The harvest truly is 
great and the laborers are few.

The expense of removing there and the length of a 
voyage is about equal to a voyage to New Orleans.

Those who desire more minute information can call 
on the writer of this article, at any hour after 5 P. 
M. at his residence, 414 Grand Street, on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays.   
     
D. Ayres
D. Ayres was David Ayres who returned to Texas 
and almost 2 years later Colonel William B. Travis 
entrusted David Ayres to keep his son Charles Travis 
while he was at the Alamo.  Travis sent out at least 8 
letters from within the Alamo.  On March 3, 1836 he 
sent out his last 3 letters and one was to David Ayres.  
It read as follows: “Take care of my little boy.  If the 
country should be saved I may make him a splendid 
fortune.  But if the country should be lost, and I 
should perish, he will have nothing but the proud 
recollection that he is the son of a man who died for 
his country.  William Barret Travis”  Of course Travis, 
along with 185 other brave men, died three days later 
as the Alamo fell on March 6, 1836, after 13 days 
of battle.

The children of Colonel William Barret Travis both 
received land grants from the Republic of Texas.  
Charles Edward Travis and Susan Isabella Travis 
both lived in Texas and are buried side by side in the 
Masonic Cemetery in Chappell Hill,  Texas.  Their 
father was a hero of the Republic of Texas and like 
many of the other Texas heroes was a member of the 
Masonic Lodge.

Visit Steamboat House, a fi ne Texas steakhouse, and 
a great Texas History Museum.  I guarantee you will 
enjoy your visit and your meal.

– Charlie Fogarty KSJ, proprietor

TEXAS HISTORY LESSON #1002

STEAKS FROM ALLEN BROTHERS OF CHICAGOSTEAKS FROM ALLEN BROTHERS OF CHICAGOSTEAKS FROM ALLEN BROTHERS OF CHICAGO

A NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED STEAKHOUSE IN CY-FAIRA NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED STEAKHOUSE IN CY-FAIRA NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED STEAKHOUSE IN CY-FAIR

Tom Horan’s America’s Top Ten Steakhouses 5 YEARS IN A ROW

Tom Horan’s Texas Hall of Fame Steakhouses

MONDAY–FRIDAY LUNCH: 11am–2pm
MONDAY–SATURDAY DINNER: Beginning at 5pm

CLOSED SUNDAYS
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

Patrick, Straus name committees 
in Senate, House for 84th session
AUSTIN For Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, his first 
time assigning senators to each of the 14 
Senate committees was a bit like the NFL 
draft and involved charting assignments 
on a whiteboard. 

The 84th Legislature will have the large 
undertaking of considering which of 
several thousand bills to approve. To assist 
with that process each chamber utilizes 
committees tasked with considering legis-
lation on specific issues.

“That’s where everything happens,” 
Patrick said.

The 31 senators typically sit on four 
to five committees, which mostly have 
between seven and 
11 members. Patrick 
has sole discretion 
for making com-
mittee assignments 
in the Senate and 
released his assign-
ments Jan. 23. He 
used his knowledge 
of being a senator to 
provide insight into determining assign-
ments and also asked each senator his or 
her preferences.

“You try to put people on committees 
where they have interest and passion,” 
Patrick said.

The Senate has 14 committees with one 
subcommittee on border security, which 
is a decrease from 18 committees during 
the 83rd Legislature. Once he assigns bills 
to committees, Patrick said he lets chair-
men and chairwomen lead. This session 
he appointed the first woman, Sen. Jane 
Nelson, R-Flower Mound, to chair the 
finance committee. Patrick also reduced 
the number of Democrats serving as chair-
men and chairwomen from six to two.

Patrick said he considered a senator’s  
experience and subject knowledge in mak-
ing appointments for committee chair.

“The chairman has all the power,” he 
said. “They decide which bills to hear. 
They decide which bills are voted out. They 
decide who the invited expert witnesses 
are. A chairman has to be decisive.”

In the House of Representatives, seniority 
plays a significant role in determining some 
of the committee placements. Members 
who have served the longest get first pick, 
and House Speaker Rep. Joe Straus, R-San 
Antonio, appoints the remainder of the 
assignments. This is Straus’ fourth time to 
make committee assignments as speaker.

The House has 38 committees and two 
select or special committees Straus created 

for this session. Each 
of the 150 House 
members sit on at least 
one committee with 
most serving on two 
or three committees. 
Committees typically 
have between seven to 
11 members. House 
committees are each 

assigned different subject matters to deter-
mine which bills it considers. In making 
the committee assignments, Straus said he 
considers the demographic and geographic 
makeup of the House to ensure balance.

“It’s impossible to make it exactly bal-
anced and to make it exactly perfect, but 
we do our best to please the members and 
put them in positions where we think they 
can be effective,” Straus said.

This session brought the challenge of 
appointing new chairmen and chair-
women to committees because many 
members either did not run for re-election 
or ran for other offices, Straus said. This 
allowed him to effect change in leadership.

“It’s good not to be too stagnant and 
a good signal to the public that we have 
versatile members, and they can handle a 
wide variety of challenges,” Straus said.

“You try to put people 
on committees 
where they have 
interest and passion.”

—Dan Patrick, lieutenant governor

Dan Patrick served in the Texas Senate for 
eight years before being elected lieutenant 
governor. He is the first senator to become 
lieutenant governor in Texas since the 1960s.

Patrick was first elected to the Senate in 
2006 to serve District 7, which covers most of 
Northwest Houston and portions of Tomball, 
Jersey Village and Katy.

Patrick released his committee assign-

ments four days after the start of the 84th 
Legislature on Jan. 13, allowing senators to 
begin considering legislation. In the opening 
weeks of the session, committees have 
already approved bills on open-carry laws and 
the allocation of a portion of the motor vehicle 
sales tax toward transportation funding.

Patrick and his wife, Jan, have two children, 
Ryan and Shane, and live in Cypress.

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

DAN PATRICK • PARTY: REPUBLICAN • ELECTED: NOV. 4, 2014 • 512-463-0001 • WWW.LTGOV.STATE.TX.US

Joe Straus has served as speaker of the 
House since January 2009. He was first 
elected to the House in February 2005 to repre-
sent District 121, which includes Bexar County 
and areas of Northeast San Antonio.

During his time in the House, Straus has 
helped the House pass balanced budgets, 
reduce the number of state tests in public 
schools, improve career readiness and make 

the budget more transparent for taxpayers. He 
also helped build support for a long-term water 
plan that would not raise taxes. Straus launched 
a fiscal review process in 2014 to analyze state 
agencies, and the results were incorporated into 
the House’s proposed budget in January.

Straus is a San Antonio native, where he lives 
with his wife, Julie, and two daughters, Sara 
and Robyn.

JOE STRAUS • PARTY: REPUBLICAN • ELECTED: FEB. 5, 2005 • 512-463-1000 • WWW.HOUSE.STATE.TX.US/MEMBERS/SPEAKER

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

By Amy Denney

*Chair, **Vice/co-chair

WANT MORE TEXAS  
LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_skl 
and search for #CITxLege or visit 

communityimpact.com

R-HOUSTON

Education, Finance, Higher Education, 
Intergovernmental Relations**

SEN. PAUL BETTENCOURT • DISTRICT 7

D-HOUSTON

Business & Commerce, Criminal 
Justice*, Finance, Select Government 
Facilities

SEN. JOHN WHITMIRE • DISTRICT 15

R-SPRING

Calendars, State Affairs, 
Transportation

REP. PATRICIA HARLESS • DISTRICT 126

R-CYPRESS

Business & Industry, Emerging 
Issues in Texas Law Enforcement*, 
Transportation

REP. ALLEN FLETCHER• DISTRICT 130

R-TOMBALL

Calendars, Energy Resources, 
Juvenile Justice & Family Issues**

REP. DEBBIE RIDDLE • DISTRICT 150

84TH LEGISLATURE COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
for Spring and Klein lawmakers

281-288-8169 • holycomforterspring.org • 2322 Spring Cypress Rd, Spring, TX

Easter Vigil
April 4th – 8:00 PM

Easter Day
April 5th 

8:00 AM • 10:30 AM • 5:00 PM

Easter Egg Hunt – 9:30 AM

Easter Services
Episcopal Church

Spring Cypress Rd.

FM 2920 I-45

Foster Rd.
H-E-B

Summer school 
built around you.
Taught just for you - one-to-one - always.

Summer at Fusion doesn’t take away your summer fun. 
Our flexible scheduling allows you to attend classes 
on your schedule. Go on vacation, sleep in, or come to 
class early - whatever works for you. Each class is one 
teacher and one student per classroom, allowing for a 
completely personalized summer school. Contact us to 
learn about our unique summer programming.

Fusion The Woodlands
866.708.7937
FusionTheWoodlands.com
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Friday, March 27, 2015
7:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Lone Star College - University Park

 

20515 SH 249, Houston, TX 77070

 

Luncheon Speakers
Keynote:

 

David Stover President and CEO
 

Noble Energy 

Commissioner
 R. Jack Cagle
 Harris County

 Precinct 4

 
 

 

 
Dr. Pat Guseman

President 
Population and 
Survey Analysts

 

 

Peter Beard 
Sr. V.P. Workforce Development 

Greater Houston Partnership 

 

Bill Gilmer
Director   

Institute for Regional Forecasting, 
Bauer College of Business U of H   

 

Individual registrations prior to March 16, 2015 - $70; after March 16, - $80  
Luncheon Only - $40 

View program details and register online at www.HoustonNWChamber.org  
 

Sponsorships & Showcase Booths Available! 

Houston Northwest Chamber of Commerce 
3920 Cypress Creek Parkway, Suite 120 

Houston, TX 77068 
281-440-4160  

www.HoustonNWChamber.org 

Sal Mira
Executive Director LSCS Small  
Business Development Center

 

 

Dr. Marshall Schott 
Associate Vice -Chancellor,
Academic Affairs LSCS   

 

J. David Thompson III
Attorney, Thompson & Horton LLP 

IN-NETWORK, IN QUICK, OUT FAST

GETTING YOU BACK TO

EXPLORING NEW TRAILSTAMING THE JUNGLE 

WHEN YOU SHOULD COME IN 

Injury or Trauma Chest Pain or Stroke Allergic Reaction Illness

SAVING THE WORLD

25450 KUYKENDAHL 
SUITE 300 • TOMBALL

832-761-7894 
WWW.PARKWAYER.COM In between Woodforest Bank & 

Stripes gas station

Ku
yk

en
da

hl
 R

d.
 

Hufsmith Rd. 

Preserve Way. 



Spring | Klein Edition • March 2015 19

“Shadowlands.” The play, which was written 
by William Nicholson, portrays the life of 
British author and scholar C.S. Lewis, a 
Christian and Oxford professor who is 
challenged by his friendship and romance 
with outspoken American poet Joy Gresham. 
8 p.m. (March 20, 21, 27, 28, April 3, 4, 10 
and 11), 3 p.m. (March 22, 29 and April 12), 
7:30 p.m. (March 26, April 2 and 9). $20–$38. 
Texas Repertory Theatre, 14243 Stuebner 
Airline Road, Houston. 281-583-7573.  
www.texreptheatre.org

25 Eggstravaganza market 
The 18th annual event features 

unique gifts, home decor, clothing, 
accessories and toys for sale. Lunch is 
held from 11 a.m.–1 p.m., and attendees 
can take part in a silent auction. 9:30 
a.m.–6 p.m. Free (admission), $10 (lunch 
ticket). Klein United Methodist Church, 
5920 FM 2920, Spring. 281-353-8202. 
www.kleinumc.org

27 Economic Outlook Forum
Expert minds come together to 

analyze and forecast Houston’s economic 
future. Speakers include Harris County 
Precinct 4 Commissioner Jack Cagle and 
David Stover, president and CEO of Noble 
Energy. 7:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. $70 (members 
before March 16), $80 (after March 16), $40 
(just lunch). Lone Star College–University 
Park, 20515 Hwy. 249, Houston.  
281-440-4160. www.houstonnwchamber.org

28 Pearls of Arts Gala
The Cirque de l’Art comes to the 

Corinthian in downtown Houston on  
March 28. The eighth annual gala honors 
Bobbie and John Nau III for the couple’s 
support of the Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine 
Arts. All proceeds from the event benefit 
the PFMFA. 6:30 p.m. (cocktails), 7:30 p.m 
(main event). $250 (individual tickets), table 
costs vary. The Corinthian, 202 Fannin St., 
Houston. 281-376-6322. www.pearlmfa.org

28 ‘The Pastry Prince’
Cypress Creek Foundation for the 

Arts and Community Enrichment’s Opera to 

Go! series presents its latest production. The 
musical tells the story of a comedic troupe 
of actors who arrive to present a play of the 
classic Italian tale “The Pastry Prince” for 
the noble Duke of Bologna. Sung in English, 
music for the performance is provided by 
Mark Buller with Libretto by Charles Anthony 
Silvestri. 10 a.m. Free. The Centrum, 6823 
Cypresswood Drive, Spring. 281-440-4850. 
www.cypresscreekface.org

28 Trash Bash
Collins Park participates in this 

Houston wide effort for the sixth year as 
residents clean up communities throughout 
the Greater Houston area. The event, which 
had about 750 participants last year, allows 
residents to clean up trash along Cypress 
Creek and its tributaries. Participants receive 
a free lunch. 8 a.m.–noon. Free. Collins Park, 
6727 Cypresswood Drive, Spring.  
www.trashbash.org 

28 and 29 
Texas Wine and Music Festival

The annual Old Town Spring event 
showcases a variety of Texas wineries and 
local artists as well as vendors. Price of 
admission includes a commemorative wine 
glass and seven wine tastings. 10 a.m.–6 
p.m. (March 28), 11 a.m.–5 p.m. (March 29). 
$25 (early bird special), $30 (at the gate),  
$1 (additional tasting). Old Town Spring,  
427 Gentry St., Spring. 281-682-1403.  
www.txwineandart.com

April 

07  Concert performance
Concert musicians Eric Halen and 

Scott Holhauser—both members of the 
Houston Symphony—perform the music of 
Schubert, Ravel and Wieniawsky. 3 p.m. $12 
(adult), $10 (senior), $8 (group rate for six or 
more), $6 (student or child). The Centrum, 
6823 Cypresswood Drive, Spring.  
281-440-4850. www.cypresscreekface.org

through 29 
 German Heritage Festival 

The German roots of Tomball come 
alive during the 15th annual festival hosted with 
sister city Telgte, Germany. The downtown area 
is filled with live music on four stages, German 
vendors and performers. 6–10 p.m. (March 27), 
10 a.m.–10 p.m. (March 28), 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 
(March 29). Free (admission, parking and shuttle 
service). Tomball Historic Depot Plaza, 201 S. 
Elm St., Tomball. 281-379-6844.  
www.tomballsistercity.org/festival.htm
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March

12 through May 16 
‘Painting in the Texas Tradition: 

Contemporary Texas Regionalism’ 
The Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine Arts 
presents this exhibition courtesy of William 
Reaves Fine Art. The museum showcases  
28 works in various media, such as painting, 
drawing and printmaking in which the 
artists provide a modern look at the Texas 
landscape and traditions. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. 
(Mon.–Wed., Fri.–Sat.), 10 a.m.–8 p.m. (Thu.). 
Free. Smith Foyer, Pearl Fincher Museum of 
Fine Arts, 6815 Cypresswood Drive, Spring. 
281-376-6322. www.pearlmfa.org

12 through May 16  
‘American Brilliant Cut and 

Engraved Glass: An American Art Form’ 
Showcasing a private Houston collection, the 
Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine Arts presents 
an extensive array of cut glass pieces in this 
exhibition. The works include everything 
from large punchbowls and vases to small 
engraved stemware. Cut glass featured in 
the exhibition shows the technical artistry of 
American industry from more than 100 years 
ago through an exhibition that gives viewers 
great insight into the homes of Americans in 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  
10 a.m.–5 p.m. (Mon.–Wed., Fri.–Sat.),  
10 a.m.–8 p.m. (Thu.), Free. Rebecca Cole 
Gallery, Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine Arts, 
6815 Cypresswood Drive, Spring.  
281-376-6322. www.pearlmfa.org

15 St. Patrick’s Day Parade
One of the largest annual events in 

the Spring community, the parade attracts 
60,000–80,000 attendees each year. FM 
1960 is closed to traffic from Champion 
Forest Drive to Kuykendahl Road from 1–5 
p.m. for the parade. All proceeds benefit 
Cypress Creek Emergency Medical Services 
education scholarship programs. A new 
addition this year features a vendor area at 
the Home Depot parking lot, located at 4159 
FM 1960 W. The Shamrock 5K Fun Run and 
Walk also begins in the Home Depot parking 
lot. Parade registration ends March 12, and 
5K registration ends March 13. Register 
online. 2 p.m. (parade and 5K begin), 10 
a.m.–6 p.m. (vendor area). Free (parade 
attendance), $200 (to enter parade vehicle), 
$100 (for each additional parade vehicle), $20 
(5K for age 12 and younger), $27 (5K for age 
13 and older). FM 1960, Spring.  
281-378-0800. www.1960parade.com

17 Beyond the Pale concert
Bringing its Irish and Scottish music 

roots to Spring, Beyond The Pale performs at 
The Centrum. The musical group uses fiddle, 
flute, hammered dulcimer, accordion, guitar, 
saxophone, concertina, percussion and 
vocals to perform original songs as well as 
Celticized versions of contemporary music. 3 
p.m. $12 (adult), $10 (senior), $8 (group rate 
for six or more), $6 (student or child). The 
Centrum, 6823 Cypresswood Drive, Spring. 
281-440-4850. www.cypresscreekface.org

19 through April 12 
‘Shadowlands’ 

Performing the play for the second time, 
the Texas Repertory Theatre presents 
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Worth the TRIP

Compiled by Matt Stephens and Liza Winkler

Find more or submit Spring/Klein 
events at impactnews.com/skl.

To have Spring/Klein events 
considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by 
the fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

SAVE
BIG
IN SPRING

Stop by our office 
for a free auto quote 
and see how much 

you could save.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are 
not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a 
registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance 
Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. 
Subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2014. © 2014 GEICO

713-224-3426 
1403 Spring Cypress Road

Spring, TX  
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Assisted Living 
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care

19929 Chasewood Park Dr.
Houston, TX 77070 • (281) 378-3277

brookdale.com

Limited AvAiLAbiLity. CALL Now!

The Solana® Vintage Park 

Assisted Living Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care

ALL THE PLACES LIFE CAN GO is a trademark of Brookdale Senior Living Inc., Nashville, TN, USA. 
®Reg. U.S. Patent and TM Office    18830-RES01-0214 LMM

The Solana Vintage Park Assisted Living and Memory Care is now 
open! The Solana features accommodations and amenities that will 
ensure your enjoyment today, along with services to meet your 
evolving needs! So, stop by, take a tour and see all the places life can 
go at The Solana Vintage Park. 

For more information, please call (281) 378-3277.

The Training Center of Air Conditioning & Heating’s Recent 
Graduate, Stephan was mowing grass for a living...

Stra
ck R

d.

Stuebner-Airline Rd.

FM 1960 West

Cypr
ess

wood
 Dr.

14 Weeks later he is a Service Technician. 
Call and talk directly to his instructor, Chris Walters, a 30 year veteran of the 
HVAC industry, and see what this exciting field has to offer you. This State ap-
proved school and certificate program offers a one of a kind, hands-on work-
shop environment. Class sizes are kept small so call now to guarantee a seat in 
the June class - 281-203-4685. Tuition includes books and tools. Some students 
will qualify for State funding of 100% of the tuition cost.

All students receive one on one time with the instructor and school director, 
Chris Walters, who is an accomplished Class A Licensed HVAC contractor and 
has owned and operated the commercial air conditioning company, Extreme 
Air Conditioning Services, Inc., for the last 19 years. Chris currently serves 
as a subject matter expert for the State License Exam Board that develops 
and maintains exam questions for the State HVAC License exam. Please call  
281-203-4685 for a free consultation with Chris and a tour of the facility.

4727 Strack Road, Houston 
281-203-4685

www.thetrainingcenterofairconditioningandheating.com 
School # s4380

AcreAge Home SiteS 
from tHe $80’S

eStAte Home SiteS 
from tHe $140’S

WAterfront Home 
SiteS from tHe $180’S

•	 Bulkheaded	with	private	
	 boat	slips

•	 Waterfront	parks	&	30	
	 miles	of	nature	trails

•	 Private	white	sand	beach

•	 Highly	acclaimed	
	 Huffman	ISD

•	 20	minutes	to	Bush	
	 Intercontinental	Airport

•	 35	minutes	to	Downtown	
	 Houston

Experience Nature’s Playground

CALL US: 281-324-4427
TheCommonsOfLakeHouston.com

331 Commons Vista Dr.

Previewing the Newest Section! Be among the first to select your home site and 
save up to 25% on pre-development pricing THIS WEEKEND.
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Local water organizations 
Houston leaders discuss future of groundwater resources
Compiled by Matt Stephens

Population growth in the Greater 
Houston area continues to put a strain on 
groundwater resources throughout the 
region. Several groundwater conserva-
tion and subsidence organizations have 
formed in recent years to reduce the 
dependency their communities have on 
groundwater and prevent subsidence. 

The Harris/Galveston and Fort Bend 
subsidence districts were created in 1975 
and 1989, respectively, with the goal of 
preventing subsidence, which can lead to 
flooding. Mike Turco has been the gen-
eral manager of the districts since 2013. 

Created in January 2000, the North 
Harris County Regional Water Author-
ity secures long-term water sources for 
communities in north Harris County. 
NHCRWA President Al Rendl has served 
Harris County Water Control District 
No. 91 as a director and was the chair-
man for the North Harris County Water 
Issues and Annexation Reform Group. 

COFFEE WITH IMPACT

Where does most of the water come 
from within your region? 

Rendl: In the ground where we have 
been [using water] there have been three 
aquifers. There was a Chicot Aquifer, 
which is very shallow, and that’s about 
dry. There was an Evangeline Aquifer that 
most of the subdivisions in the north part 
of the county had been drilling into, and 
that is depleting very rapidly. And there is 
the Jasper Aquifer that goes down much 
deeper, but when you get that deep you get 
water that starts to be too salty to drink. 
Surface water comes from the San Jacinto 
River or Lake Houston and Lake Conroe. 
The other water we use is reclaimed water. 
We have several golf courses now that are 
reclaiming water.

How important is water to the 
development of undeveloped land 
in the Greater Houston area? 

Turco: No water, no development. 
They’ve got to go hand in hand. Those 
areas where you move further out into 
Harris County and in western parts of 
Fort Bend County, they’re likely going to 
be developed on some form of groundwa-
ter use because there is no infrastructure 
in those areas to get the alternative supply 
that’s there. As we’ve seen happen in the 
past with development, infrastructure 
will reach those areas, and we’ll be work-
ing with them to get them converted to 
surface water and alternative sources of 
water as that development occurs.

What areas in north Harris County 
are priorities for surface water 
conversion? 

Rendl: The way we are doing this is 
[starting] from the older subdivisions and 

moving north and west. The older subdi-
visions were the most heavily populated at 
the time we started doing it. So basically 
that was along the [FM] 1960 corridor out 
to about [Hwy.] 249. Although we do have 
some beyond [Hwy.] 249, and then going 
north we have almost everything covered 
between [FM] 1960 and [FM] 2920 from 
about just east of I-45 out to [Hwy.] 249. 
Now we are looking at the other major-
growth areas that have occurred since 
we started doing this. We have Exxon-
Mobil up by I-45 at the Spring Creek 
area up there. They need lots of water, 
and we’re looking at how to get water to 
them quickly. Then you have the Grand 
Parkway, which is not complete yet. But I 
can tell you if you take an overhead view 
of what’s going on at the Grand Parkway, 
every place there’s an interchange there is 
a massive development already starting. 
So we’re going to have to get water there.

How do you address these areas?
Rendl: Currently we do not have more 

than 31 million gallons a day from this 
treatment plant on Lake Houston, but we 
are in the process of developing with the 
city of Houston, the West Harris County 
Regional Water Authority, Fort Bend 
[Subsidence District] and the Central 
[Harris County Regional Water] Author-
ity to build an additional 320 million gal-
lons [per day] of treatment capacity at that 
facility which we, in the north, will have 
about 145–150 million gallons [per day] 
that we will be able to use sometime in 
the future [around 2021]. But that doesn’t 
mean we wait until 2021 to start getting 
pipes to all of the communities. We’re 
putting pipes in the ground today that 
won’t be filled until 2021 [through 2024]. 

We have a goal of getting to 60 percent 
[groundwater use] reduction by 2025.”

What is the Luce Bayou Project?  
Rendl: In the future, we will be getting 

surface water from the Trinity River, and 
it will be coming to us from a conveyance 
called the Luce Bayou Project. [It] will 
be a series of pumps to start with at the 
river pumping into large-diameter pipes 
for a couple of miles. Then it will go into 
a channel conveyer to get it into the far 
northeast branch of the San Jacinto River. 
And then it will flow through the lake 
to the city of Houston’s water treatment 
plant on the southwest side of the lake. 

Why is the project so important, and 
what effect will it have in Houston? 

Rendl: The Luce Bayou Project is an 
absolute must to meet the needs of the 
growing population. There’s not enough 
water in the San Jacinto River Basin—
which is Lake Houston and Lake Con-
roe—so we’re bringing it from the Trinity 
River through the Luce Bayou. That 
project will be bringing about 450 million 
gallons a day at its peak. The [NHCRWA] 
will be getting 36 percent of the capacity.

Turco: Looking at it from the whole of 
Harris County in particular, that proj-
ect is absolutely vital to our regulatory 
plan. We need that so we can fulfill our 
mandate to stop subsidence. From 2000 to 
2010, there’s been over a foot of subsid-
ence in Area 3, which is [in] western and 
northern Harris County. We factored 
[Luce Bayou] into our plan because our 
plan needs to be attainable and reason-
able. The only way it can be attainable is if 
the alternative water supplies are there.” 
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From left: Mike Turco and Al Rendl discuss existing and future issues with groundwater and surface water 
throughout the Greater Houston area, including Harris and Fort Bend counties. 

www.woodlandscenter.org

Community IMPACT  1/4 page 2.375 x 12.25” 
jdollar@judestudios.com

Tickets can be purchased at 
The Pavilion Box Office, all Ticketmaster 

outlets, by calling 800-745-3000 or 
online at www.ticketmaster.com.

Wednesday
APRIL 22
Peking Acrobats 
Houston Symphony
Robert Franz, conductor
8 p.m. / Doors: 6:30 p.m.
$20 orchestra seating
FREE mezzanine and lawn 
seating courtesy of Anadarko 
Petroleum Corporation

Hats Off to
Reading 
in the House 
of Blues Tent
6 - 7:30 p.m. / VIP Doors: 6 p.m.
FREE event

APRIL

22
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Same day appointments available

SpringMedicalAssociates.comOur group has providers able to speak English, Spanish, Vietnamese, Portuguese, Hindi, Bangla and Gujarati

Introducing
COMPASSIONATE, QUALITY CARE AND CONVENIENT LOCATIONS IN SPRING/KLEIN.

SPRING KLEIN 
FAMILY MEDICINE

4002 Louetta Rd.
281-528-1614 JENNIFER 

GREENBLATT, D.O.
WILLIAM 

STARKS, M.D.
DAWN

NGUYEN, M.D.1

WINDROSE 
FAMILY MEDICINE
20423 Kuykendahl Rd.

Suite 100
281-500-8660ROCHELLE

PONDT, D.O.
BIJOY

 MUKHERJEE, D.O. 4

SPRING MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATES

23221 Aldine West� eld 
#200

281-528-1662 FRANCISCO J.
VERA, M.D.

SHITAL
PATEL, M.D.

FABIANA
FARINETTI, M.D.2

SPRING MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATES

8111 Cypresswood 
Suite 103

281-205-8240 GIOVANNA
STARKS, M.D.3

Now Accepting 
ALL Insurance Plans
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Serving Families 
With Alzheimer’s

Pathways Memory Care at Villa Toscana is a specialized 
memory care community dedicated to those with memory loss. 
We o�er specialized programming and compassionate care that 
eases the concerns families have for loved ones with memory 
loss.  

We understand that memory loss can result from a variety 
of causes – Alzheimer’s, Lewy Body, Vascular and Frontotem-
poral Dementia. At Pathways, we believe that individuals with 
memory loss can live a meaningful life surrounded by the 
things they enjoy. No matter what stage you are in memory 
loss, Pathways Memory Care can meet you on your journey 
and walk with you hand and hand.

(281) 315-1450 - 2930 Cypress Grove Meadows Drive Houston, Texas 77014

Move-In Specials 
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Tomball Confederate 
Powder Mill
Spring Creek Park site marks fatal 1864 blast

A long the northwestern edge of 
Spring Creek Park, the  
remnants and history of the 

Tomball Confederate Powder Mill continue 
to be researched and preserved by descen-
dants and local officials.

“There was [a powder mill] in most of 
the small towns in Texas that had a good 
creek at the time, and all of them have 
been blown up,” said Janet Wagner, trav-
eling national historian and chair of the 
Harris County Historical Commission. 

The mill opened in 1861 and included 
a large water wheel in nearby Spring 
Creek that was used to generate electric-
ity and help workers produce gear for the 
Confederate Army calvary and soldiers, 
blacksmith products and powder for guns 
during the Civil War. The operation of 
the mill was short-lived, however, when 
an explosion leveled the site and killed 
several employees a few years later.

In 1966, a monument was placed in 
Spring Creek Park to dedicate the site of 

the powder mill. The inscription honors 
three victims who are believed to have 
been killed in the explosion—Peter Wun-
derlich, William Bloecher and Adolph 
Hillegeist, a distant relative of Bruce Hil-
legeist, president of the Greater Tomball 
Area Chamber of Commerce.

Wunderlich was a German settler who 
was a founding member of the Klein area 
and owned hundreds of acres of land near 
the present-day intersection of Stuebner 
Airline and Spring Cypress roads. 

Although the inscription indicates 
the explosion occurred in 1863, recent 
evidence has been found to suggest the 
date on the monument is incorrect. After 
combing through period local newspaper 
clippings in 2013, Wagner found an article 
Wunderlich submitted in January 1864—
months after he was reportedly killed.

Wagner now believes the explosion 
took place in March 1864 and is continu-
ing to dig up evidence to determine the 
exact date. When researching powder 

By Liza Winkler

HISTORY         TOMBALL
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A monument was placed at Spring Creek Park in 1966 to honor the site of the Tomball Confederate Powder Mill. 

mills, Wagner discovered several explo-
sions took place across the country before 
and after the Civil War that had anywhere 
from three to 200 casualties. 

Wagner has also discovered several 
firsthand documents and letters from mill 
employees detailing the extent of the explo-
sion, leading her to believe more than three 
people were killed in the Tomball incident.

“It’s very difficult to know the amount 
of deaths [at the powder mill] unless we 
know how many [employees] they had in 
quantity in there,” Wagner said. 

Due to the high frequency of powder 
mill explosions at the time, Wagner said 

she suspects either Union soldiers or an 
anti-Civil War group, the Jayhawkers, may 
have been responsible for the explosion. 

In 2013, Wagner and the late historian 
Don Greene traveled by canoe along the 
junction of Spring Creek and nearby Pow-
der Mill Gully to view the remnants of the 
original roadways still visible today. 

Since 1864, the site of the powder mill 
has remained largely untouched and 
preserved by the Scherer family, who 
has owned the land for years. The Har-
ris County Precinct 4 commissioner’s 
office designated the site with a marker 
and continues to preserve its history. 

Tier One Education
Northwest Location

#cfinw uhnorthwestfacebook.com/uhmorthwestnorthwest.uh.eduwww.uh.edu/northwest(832) 842.5700

Willkomen Y’allWillkomen Y’all
15th Annual Tomball German Heritage Festival15th Annual Tomball German Heritage Festival

A Texas German Celebration

March 27th-29th • Fri, 6pm–10pm • Sat, 10am–10pm • Sun, 10am–6pm
www.TomballGermanFest.org

You do not have to be German to enjoy 
this festival!

A Texas German CelebrationA Texas German Celebration

4 Music Stages / 175 Street Vendors
Ethnic & Festival Food, Beer, Wine

Petting Zoo / Street Performers
Souvenirs, Arts & Crafts, Antiques

Carnival

Tomball, Texas
Old Town Tomball Near the Historical Train 

Depot Plaza, 201 S. Elm

Free Admission, Parking 
& ShuttleSHUTTLE PICK-UP/DROP-OFF: 

TOMBALL REGIONAL 

HOSPITALEAST PARKING 

LOT. 613 HOLDERRIETH BLVD.

Fun for 

the Entire 

Family
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ACADEMIC
CROSSING BORDERS
2040 Louetta Road, Ste. I, Spring 
281-465-0899
25602 I-45 N., Ste. 105, Spring
281-465-0899
www.crossingborderslanguages.com 

AGES: 2–7 (Spanish camp), 6–Adults 
(English camp)
DATES: June 1–Aug. 21 (both camps)
COST: $425 (Spanish camp for two 
weeks), $180 (each additional week of  
Spanish camp), $1,195 (English camp)
 
The Louetta Road location offers 
Spanish classes Monday through 
Friday. Clients may purchase two-,  
four-, six- or eight-week classes. The 
camp offers full immersion into the 

language, featuring arts and crafts, 
songs and games in Spanish. The I-45 
location offers English camps with a 
rate that includes trips to local cultural 
events and meals. 

DISCOVERY COLLEGE
Lone Star College–University Park 
20515 Hwy. 249, Houston  
281-357-3676 • www.lonestar.edu

AGES: 6–17
DATES: June 15–July 16
COST: Weekly sessions start at $97
 
Discovery College offers programs to 
engage campers in science, technology, 
engineering and math. Sessions 
are offered in robotics, technology, 
electronics, game design, rocket 
science and web page development.

SUMMER OF LEADERS
Young Leaders Vintage Park
106 Vintage Park Blvd., Ste. E, Houston
832-559-8710 • www.ylcampus.com

AGES: 5–10
DATES: June 8–Aug. 14
COST: $65 (per day), $200 (per week)
 
Campers can attend a variety of camps 
ranging from activity-based camps 
such as culinary arts to educational 
camps such as Goin’ Green and iDig 
Dinosaurs as well as creative camps 
such as Inventor’s Workshop. 

ARTS &  
PERFORMANCE

CYPRESS CREEK FACE
6823 Cypresswood Drive, Spring
281-440-4850  
www.cypresscreekface.org

AGES: K–grade five (dance camp), 
grades six–eight (strings camp)
DATES: July 13–17 (dance camp), 
June 22–26 (sixth grade strings camp), 
July 6–10 (grades seven–eight strings)
COST: $125 (per child)
 
The Cypress Creek Foundation for the 
Arts and Community Enrichment offers  
weekly dance and strings camps. The 
one-week dance camp allows children 
to learn about six styles of dance: 
ballet, jazz, hip-hop, Chinese, creative 
movement and musical theater. 
Children make a daily craft, participate 
in a performance and take an optional 

field trip on Friday. The weeklong 
strings camp is for violin, viola, cello 
and bass-playing students at Klein 
ISD. The program includes sectionals, 
technique classes and orchestra 
rehearsals. It culminates with a student 
performance Friday at The Centrum. 

SEA CAMP
Texas A&M University at Galveston
1001 Texas Clipper Road, Galveston
409-740-4525
www.tamug.edu/seacamp

AGES: 6–11 (day camps), 10–18 
(overnight weekly camps)
DATES: June 7–Aug. 8
COST: $140 (day camps), $875–$950 
(weeklong camps)
 
These camps explore shipwrecks, 

2015
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Autism Services and Behavior Therapy

The Shape Of Behavior
17810 Spring Creek Forest Dr • Spring, TX 77379

Ph# 832.358.2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

 In Clinic Treatment    Social Skills    Shadowing    Diagnostic Services

Download The Shape 
FREE app on iTunes

Includes lists of:
-locations

-free community events
-free trainings
-much more

In partnership with United States Patent and Trademark Office

Camp Invention builds confidence in children entering grades 1-6!
Local educators will be leading the week of hands-on fun
Camps in the greater Houston area!

Register for Camp Invention using promo code SPRING by May 12 to save $15. 

Sign up now at campinvention.org or call 800.968.4332.

TheLegendsSportsComplex.com | (281) 298-5700
602 Pruitt Road | The Woodlands, TX 77380

*Discounts are not available 
for Pro Series Camps

Summer Camps when 
registering in-person at the 
Summer Camp Open House 

April 12th 1pm-4pm*

25% OFF

Starting Week 1: June 1st - June 6th
Ending Week 12: August 17th - August 21st

2015 
SUMMER CAMPS

TheLegendsSportsComplex.com | (281) 298-5700
602 Pruitt Road | The Woodlands, TX 77380

*Discounts are not available 
for Pro Series Camps

Summer Camps when 
registering in-person at the 
Summer Camp Open House 

April 12th 1pm-4pm*

25% OFF

Starting Week 1: June 1st - June 6th
Ending Week 12: August 17th - August 21st

2015 
SUMMER CAMPS
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marine ecosystems, coastal 
photography and camping. Career-
oriented camps cover veterinary 
medicine, marine biology and science. 

GENERAL
CAMPS
CAMP RUN-A-MUCK
D. Bradley McWilliams YMCA 
19915 Hwy. 249, Houston
281-469-1481  
www.ymcahouston.org/cypress-creek/

AGES: 5–10 (kids camp),  
11–15 (teens camp)
DATES: June 8–Aug. 18
COST: $165 per week (members), 
$195 per week (nonmembers)
 
This weekly YMCA camp offers a wide 
range of activities, including nature 
walks, gym access, swimming and 
archery. The weekly registration cost 
includes one field trip per week. 

MARTIAL ARTS CAMP
Family ATA Martial Arts 
6082 FM 2920, Spring 
281-257-5425 • www.familyata.com

AGES: 6–adults
DATES: June 15–19, July 27–31,  
Aug. 10–14
COST: TBA
 
Each weekly martial arts camp offers a 
different theme. The first week features 
traditional songahm taekwondo where 

camp participants learn about the 
martial arts forms, body modification 
and sparring. The second week focuses 
on defending against bullies and the 
hyper fight club technique. The third 
week is a rank-up camp for white and 
blue belts.  

TGR EXOTICS ZOO CAMP  
22115 Sherrod Lane, Spring
281-353-5252 • www.tgrexotics.com

AGES: 3–12
DATES: June 22–Aug. 28
COST: $45 (per child) 
 
All zoo camps include tours of the zoos, 
hands-on learning activities, animal 
visits in the classroom, songs, art 
projects, learning games and stories. 
Camp topics include animal costumes, 
animal defenses, animal senses, 
animals in motion and animal diets.  

OVERNIGHT
CAMPS
CAROLINA CREEK
84 Wimbley Lane, Huntsville  
936-594-4446  
www.carolinacreek.org

AGES: Grades K–five (wild sessions), 
grades six–12 (creek weeks) 
DATES: May 31–Aug. 8 (four days for 
wild sessions, weekly for creek weeks)
COST: $375 (four-day wild sessions), 
$700 (full wild week), $700 (creek 
week), $350 (first week of creek week)

Carolina Creek Christian Camps are 
divided into two camps for younger and 
older children. The camp for younger 
children offers creek rides, a water park 
and outdoor activities. Older campers 
participate in archery, riflery, kayaking 
and a water zipline.

SPORTS
GIAMMALVA TENNIS CAMP
Giammalva Racquet Club
16400 Sir William Drive, Spring 
281-370-5801 • www.giammalva.com

AGES: 5–12
DATES: June 8–Aug. 13
COST: $250 per child per week (club 
member), $300 (guests) 
 
Giammalva Racquet Club offers this 
weekly tennis camp, featuring a 4-to-1 
camper-to -counselor ratio. Activities 
for the camps include tennis, dance 
and soccer clinics, swimming, archery, 
zip and slacklines, hiking, fishing and 
gardening in addition to themed weeks.

LEGENDS SPORTS CAMPS
The Legends Sports Complex
602 Pruitt Road, Spring
281-298-5700
www.thelegendssportscomplex.com

AGES: 5–13
DATES: June 1–Aug. 21
COST: $99–$275
 
These five-day camps cover a wide 
range of sports, including soccer, 

football, baseball, basketball and 
volleyball. Specialty camps for 
skill development are available for 
basketball and football.

SWANSON GOLF CAMP
6224 Theall Road, Houston
281-440-1308 • www.swingpure.com

AGES: 6–16
DATES: Mid-June–August  
(exact dates TBA)
COST: $150 (for three days, nine hours 
of instruction)
 
This summer camp covers all 
aspects of golf, including the basic 
fundamentals of grip, full swing motion, 
bunker play, putting and chipping as 
well as the rules and history of golf, 
course management and etiquette. 
Equipment will be provided if needed.

TEXAS CHEER
22309 Gosling Road, Spring
832-559-1612 • www.texascheer.com

AGES: 5–18 (tumbling and cheer camp)
DATES: June, July and August (exact 
dates TBA)
COST: $70 (tumbling camp for 
members), $100 (tumbling camp for 
nonmembers), $120 (cheer camp), 
$480 (summer pass for unlimited 
tumbling)
 
Texas Cheer offers two different 
summer camps for prospective 
cheerleaders. The tumbling camp 
focuses on various tumbling exercises 
where participants are separated into 
level-appropriate groups to work with 

different coaches. The cheer camp 
allows participants to learn jump, cheer 
motion and dance, and attendees will 
be separated into smaller age groups 
and talents. Both the tumbling and 
cheer programs provide T-shirts. 

USCORE SOCCER CAMPS
19823 Stuebner Airline Road, Spring
832-447-1230 
www.uscore-soccer.com

AGES: 4–12 (all-star soccer camp), 
6–14 (elite player camp)
DATES: June 8–Aug. 21 (all-star, 
weekly sessions vary), July 27–31 (elite 
player camp)
COST: $150 (half-day morning for 
all-star), $120 (half-day afternoon for 
all-star), $275 (full day for all-star), 
$395 (full day for elite player camp)
 
UScore Soccer offers a variety of 
camps for young athletes. The all-star 
camp is designed for players of all 
skill levels with activities ranging from 
technical and tactical to scrimmage 
games. The elite player camp is for 
experienced players, including video 
sessions, skills competitions, fitness 
challenges and a player evaluation as 
well as a weeklong tournament. UScore 
also offers an FC Barcelona camp and 
an AM Sports soccer camp.

This is not a comprehensive list. If your 
business was not included, please 
email sklnews@impactnews.com to be 
added to our online list.
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NW Houston’s Critically Acclaimed Professional Theatre

March 19 
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14243 Stuebner Airline, Houston 77069

Celebrating our 10th Anniversary Season!

Limit one coupon per person.
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between the two MUDs.
Golzarri said several developers in The 

Vintage have shown interest in the project 
and could act as possible funding sources. 

“[Developers] were really excited 
because they can see the economic benefit 
for bringing folks in,” she said. 

Although the MUDs could fund 
many of the improvements within their 
districts, other avenues may need to be 
considered for funding many of the paths, 
such as grants and other partnerships. 

Also, as much as 50 percent of the major 
trails along Cypress Creek are not located 
within one of the five partnering districts. 

Precinct 4 Parks Administrator Dennis 
Johnston said the MUDs will be critical to 
funding minor trails, but Harris County 
might help fund some of the major trails. 

“If you’re talking about Harris County 
being a partner in the spokes of the 
wheels, no,” Johnston said. “If you’re talk-
ing about Harris County being [a partner 
for] the trunk line and the hub, then yes.” 

Greenway
Continued from | 1

Master trails plan 
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Harris County, the Cypress Creek Greenway Project and local utility districts have developed dozens 
of park and pathway projects along Cypress Creek since 2004 with several more in the works. 
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The CCGP partnered with five local 
MUDs and other local partners more than 
a year ago to develop a master trails plan 
near Cypress Creek and Hwy. 249. 

The partners hired Houston-based con-
sulting firm EHRA, which developed  
a trails plan for the area that would 
connect the communities within the 
13.5-square-mile region to Cypress Creek 
and other local amenities. 

“The benefits for the study area [are] 
most of the folks that live there are 
already using these trails; they’re just not 
formalized trails,” said Katie Golzarri, 
department manger of landscape architec-
ture for EHRA. “They’re looking to con-
nect to Vintage Park, Lone Star [College-
University Park], [the Hewlett Packard 
campus], and locations they may already 
travel to from a pedestrian standpoint.”

EHRA completed its final plan 

recommendations in February, featuring 
more than 60 linear miles of pathways 
that would cost more than $21 million to 
construct. The plan outlines specific path-
ways for the five MUDs that partnered 
on the plan: Lake Forest Utility District, 
Prestonwood Forest Utility District, Mal-
comson Road Utility District and Harris 
County MUDs No. 286 and No. 468.

The plan features recommendations for 
major trail corridors that would follow 
Cypress Creek, Faulkey and Pillot gulleys 
as well as minor connecting trails, side-
walks and bike paths. 

An older subdivision with little avail-
able land, Prestonwood Forest’s plan 
includes mostly bike lanes and sidewalks. 
Meanwhile, MUD No. 468—which 
includes The Vintage—could feature side-
walks along many of the streets. Major 
trail corridors could also run through and 
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Rapture Performing { April 4 • 6–9pm }
Step Rideau and � e Zydeco Outlaws Performing { April 11 • 6–9pm }
Fab 5 Performing { April 18 • 6–9pm }
Hamilton Loomis Performing { May 2 • 6–9pm }
Already Gone Performing (Eagles Tribute Band) { May 9 • 6–9pm }
Last Soul Clan Performing { May 16 • 6–9pm }
Grateful Geezers Performing { May 23 • 6–9pm }
Nobody’s Fool Performing { May 30 • 6–9pm }

UPCOMING EVENTS

Wild Stallion VineyardsWild Stallion Vineyards
281-803-WINE(9463)

www.wildstallionvineyards.com

Wild Stallion Vineyards
281-803-WINE(9463)

www.wildstallionvineyards.com

Festival of Wine, Music and Food Featuring New and Returning Bands!

New Menu Items. 
Season Passes Available.
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Harris County Precinct 4 already has 
several projects in the works, including 
those within the study area of the Cypress 
Creek Master Trails Plan. One such 
project includes a trail that would stretch 
the width of the 100 Acre Wood Preserve, 
connecting the western edge of the park 
to the D. Bradley McWilliams YMCA. 

Johnston said design and engineering 
on the project is complete, and the trail 

could go out for bid as soon as a conser-
vation easement has been agreed upon 
with the Bayou Land Conservancy. He 
said the county-funded project could cost 
$600,000–$700,000. 

Precinct 4 continues design work on 
the Anderson Trail, a key connection for 
the region that would travel from Matzke 
Park north along Jones Road to trails at 
Cypresswood Drive. The county will fund 

about $100,000 for the $325,000 project. 
“That will connect existing trails to 

the YMCA,” Robertson said. “That will 
enable thousands of residents to get to the 
YMCA via trail. A lot of people ride their 
cars now, but they’ll be able to walk or 
ride their bike.”  

Perhaps the largest park project on the 
horizon is the development of the 85-acre 
Kickerillo-Mischer Preserve within The 

Vintage. Although land was donated to 
the county during The Vintage’s initial 
development years ago and a design for 
the park is in place, Johnson said the 
county could require as much as $6 mil-
lion to construct the park.

Funding for a project that size would 
likely require a parks bond approved by 
voters, Johnston said. The last parks bond 
for Harris County was approved in 2007. 

Precinct 4 projects 

Perhaps the district that has built the 
most parks and pathways along Cypress 
Creek in the last decade is the Timber 
Lane Utility District, whose population of 
17,000–18,000 residents is located north-
east of FM 1960 and the Hardy Toll Road.  

“[Timber Lane has] done the most 
comprehensive park development of any 
district along the Cypress Creek Green-
way,” Robertson said. 

Bud Gessel, director and parks coor-
dinator for TLUD, said the district built 
several parks and trails in recent years. 

“When we studied this [issue] probably 
in 2005, we saw these developers com-
ing in and buying up all the property for 
houses,” Gessel said. “We had a park plan 
and we said, ‘We want to pick out all the 
greenspace we can and make sure the 
developers can’t bulldoze everything.’” 

The district completed Sandpiper Park, 
Herman Little Park and Cypress Creek 
Park since 2010. In addition to bond 
funds through a 2007 election, Gessel said 
the district received more than $1 million 
in TPWD grants for the projects. 

In addition to parks, Gessel said TLUD 

is constructing two bridges, one of which 
will cross Cypress Creek into Mercer 
Arboretum. To pay for the $4.9 million 
project, 80 percent of funds will come 
from federal funding through the Hous-
ton-Galveston Area Council’s Transpor-
tation Improvement Program, he said.

Construction began in December and 
could take about a year with an estimated 
opening in January or February 2016. 

The utility district also recently worked 
with a graduate landscape architecture 
class from Texas A&M University, which 
created a master plan on the east sec-
tion of the Cypress Creek Greenway 
from around I-45 to the Spring Creek 
Greenway. Gessel said he recognizes the 
importance of the greenway as he works 
with Robertson on the vision.  

“We worked together on the overall 
greenway concept,” he said. “Jim kind of 
works on the western part of the green-
way, and I work on the eastern part of it.”

Timber Lane Utility District 
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addressed, Brown said.
“You have to develop a network 

of roads to handle the traffic so 
that the mobility in a location is 
improved overall instead of just 
one roadway,” Brown said. “[All 
the local mobility projects] are all 
tied together.”

Mark Seegers, Harris County 
Precinct 4 communications direc-
tor, said the precinct and Com-
missioner Jack Cagle are working 
with other agencies, such as the 
Harris County Toll Road Author-
ity, to address traffic pain points 
caused by developments such as 
Springwoods Village and the Exx-
onMobil campus in Spring.

“The commissioner is putting 
as many resources as he can into 
the feeder roads as well as  keep-
ing the lines of communications 
open with other agencies like 
TxDOT and individual develop-
ers in the area,” Seegers said. 

Ongoing improvements
While TxDOT officials said 

adding lanes and capacity to I-45 
is difficult, there are  projects 
underway intended to directly 
address congestion along I-45.

“I-45 is pretty well built-out all 
the way up to the [Montgomery 
County] line,” Brown said. “Any 
further construction in this area 
is going to include more right of 
way [acquisition], and right of 
way is expensive.”

Ongoing projects include add-
ing 17 miles of high occupancy 
vehicle lanes from FM 1960 to 
South Loop 336 in Conroe as 
well as direct connectors onto  
Hwy. 242, according to TxDOT. 
The HOV lane project is scheduled 
to go out for bid in March. The 
direct connectors are expected to 
be complete in March. 

TxDOT is also considering a 

I-45 mobility
Continued from | 1

study to specifically address con-
gestion on I-45 at the Woodlands 
Parkway exit area, where conges-
tion often backs up traffic, accord-
ing to the agency. The study is in 
early preliminary stages, and no 
timeline has been set.

Ancillary projects such as park 
and ride facility upgrades in The 
Woodlands—along with the con-
struction of a new park and ride 
in Conroe scheduled to begin 
construction in November—
should indirectly reduce traffic on  
I-45 as well, according to TxDOT.

“We can’t continue to build 
out freeways and have that be the 

answer [to traffic congestion],” 
TxDOT spokeswoman Deidrea 
Samuels said. “We have to look at 
other ways and work with other 
cities, counties and local entities 
to find a way to move traffic.” 

Effect of local projects
Although they may not 

directly address mobility on 
I-45, projects suggested in the 

Houston-Galveston Area Coun-
cil’s South Montgomery County 
Mobility Study should help 
reduce the strain on the interstate, 
said Alan Clark, director of trans-
portation planning for H-GAC. 

Clark said maintaining a cap-
able transportation network in 
the area would reduce the need 
for drivers to use I-45 for short-
distance travel. 

“We have identified the need 
to develop thoroughfares which 
could carry travelers within 
Montgomery County to impor-
tant destinations without having 
to get on I-45,” Clark said. 

The mobility study identifies a 
need for more north-south cor-
ridors, particularly east of I-45. 
One example could be an exten-
sion of Aldine Westfield Road, 
said Carlene Mullins, H-GAC 
senior transportation planner. 

“That would allow residents 
to take Aldine Westfield [Road]
north to Conroe without [going]
all the way to I-45,” Mullins said.

Whether Harris County would 
consider connecting Aldine West-
field Road between Rayford and 
Spring Stuebner roads would be 
up to County Judge Ed Emmett, 
Seegers said. However, the county 
has already begun the design 
stage on an expansion project of 
Aldine Westfield Road from Lou-
etta to Riley Fuzzel roads, which 
could be sent out for bid this year. 

Clark also said H-GAC has 
added a component to the mobil-
ity plan that recommends a major 
investment study be conducted 
for I-45. The study would spe-
cifically analyze I-45 and explore 
improved roadway design, addi-
tional capacity and the cost of any 
potential upgrades.

Additional capacity can be 
diverted from I-45 through 
the construction of a proposed 
15-mile extension of Hwy. 249 
from FM 1774 in Pinehurst to 

FM 1774 north of Todd Mis-
sion, Brown said. Known as the 
Aggie Expressway, the project is 
expected to cost $250 million and 
take about two years to build after 
construction begins. 

No construction start date has 
been set by TxDOT.

“The thing that is going to help 
I-45 more than anything is going 
to be the Aggie Expressway,” 
Brown said. “That is going to take 
traffic off of I-45 in that north-
south direction.”

Harris County completed some 
projects near I-45 and the Grand 
Parkway late last year that could 
also alleviate congestion. 

The county finished widening 
Spring Stuebner Road from Kuyk-
endahl Road to I-45 in late 2014. 
Seegers said the project could 
turn Spring Stuebner into a major 
east-west thoroughfare from I-45 
to the Tomball area. 

“You have to develop a network of roads 
to handle the traffic so that the mobility 
in a location is improved overall instead 
of just one roadway.”

—Richard Brown, TxDOT area engineer
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45
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The I-45 HOV lane allows for single 
occupancy vehicles to travel south 
from FM 1960 for a fee. The lane 
includes 11 access points. 

TxDOT will extend the HOV lane 
by about 17 miles from FM 1960 
to South Loop 336 in Conroe. The 
agency will separate the lanes with 
striped markings and allow for 
entry and exit at certain marked 
points. The extension will go out 
for bid in March.

CURRENT

EXTENSION

A L L E V I AT I N G  CONGESTION
To alleviate congestion along I-45, the Texas Department of 
Transportation has several projects in the works. Once I-45 
improvements are coupled with other transportation improvements 
in the area, the network of roads is intended to work together to 
mitigate traffic concerns along the interstate, according to TxDOT. 

Proposed 
HOV 
Segment

HOV LANES

Sources: TxDOT, Harris County and Harris County Toll Road Authority 
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The county also completed the 
extension of Holzwarth Road 
late last year, providing another 
north-south thoroughfare parallel 
to I-45 that connects the Spring-
woods Village master-planned 
community to east-west corri-
dors, such as the Grandway Park-
way, FM 2920, Louetta Road and 
Cypresswood Drive. 

Other planned north-south 
thoroughfare projects under 
construction or planned by Har-
ris County include expansions of 
Gosling and Hufsmith-Korhville 
roads west of I-45. 

“A lot of these projects have 
been on the books for years,” 
Seegers said. “Some were identi-
fied more than a decade ago, but 
it takes that kind of time to com-
plete major projects.” 

The Grand Parkway effect
With the construction of the 

Grand Parkway expected to be 
completed later this year, travel 
time between communities 
along the Grand Parkway and 
I-45 interchange, such as Katy, 
Cypress, Tomball, New Caney 
and Kingwood, will be signifi-
cantly reduced, said Linda Mer-
ritt, spokeswoman for Zachry-
Odebrecht Parkway Builders. 

Because many residents travel 
to Houston or surrounding areas 
for work, the Grand Parkway 
provides an alternate route for 
motorists who usually travel on 
I-45 or the Hardy Toll Road for 
their commute. For example, a 
commuter traveling at 65 miles 
per hour from The Woodlands to 
Katy can expect a travel time of 45 
minutes, Merritt said.

Clark said future traffic con-
gestion could stem from rapid 
development around I-45 and the 
Grand Parkway due to the influx 

of residents, workers and visitors 
at the ExxonMobil campus.

Clark said the conditions would 
make the interchange a major 
node of travel activity, adding that 
stakeholders are seeking to avoid 
bottlenecks like the I-45 and 
Hardy Toll Road intersection.

“One of the things that we are 
doing at Grand Parkway that is 
different is there will be a major 
interchange constructed at that 
location,” Clark said. “It is going 
to be developed in phases, and 
one of the concerns about the 
Grand Parkway is to make sure 
that enough of that interchange 
work gets done [so it] doesn’t 
become a new bottleneck.” 

One project under construction 
that could alleviate some of the 
congestion along the Grand Park-
way is the expansion of the Hardy 
Toll Road. The project, which also 
includes a partial direct connector 

Park and ride facility 
upgrades in The 
Woodlands and the 
construction of another in 
Conroe could help alleviate 
traffic on I-45 by giving 
commuters an alternate 
route to work.

Following completion of 
the South Montgomery 
County Mobility Study, the 
Houston-Galveston Area 
Council is recommending 
a major investment study 
be conducted specifically 
for I-45 to explore ways to 
improve roadway design and 
the feasibility of additional 
capacity, along with the cost 
of such efforts.

PARK & RIDE

1-45 MAJOR 
INVESTMENT STUDY 

to the Grand Parkway, will add a 
third lane in each direction from 
FM 1960 to the Grand Parkway in 
each direction. 

HCTRA is funding the project 
through toll fees at an estimated 
cost of $95 million. 

Seegers said when the Grand 
Parkway project opens, Harris 
County will have the capacity to 
handle the added congestion cre-
ated by the expansion projects to 
existing corridors. 

However, the expansion of 
some roadways may not come 
quickly due to a lack of funding. 

“There’s more road projects out 
there than county government 
could get to in a year,” Seegers 
said.

Find related stories at impactnews.com. 
Keyword Search

I-45, Grand Parkway, TxDOT

Montgomery County will soon open 
its first tolled facility, at the I-45 
intersection with Hwy. 242. The 
Hwy. 242 direct connector project 
will allow commuters to bypass 
the intersection by taking a tolled 
overpass to access either west 
Hwy. 242 or south I-45, depending 
on which direction they are 
traveling. The project is scheduled 
to be complete in March.

H. 242 
DIRECT CONNECTORS

SPRING TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS NEAR I-45
Harris County Precinct 4, the Texas Department of Transportation and the Harris County Toll Road Authority are working on or have 
completed mobility projects near I-45 that could affect traffic congestion near I-45 in the next few years. 

TOUR SHOP DINE DREAM

Map not to scale

242

45

PAY TOLL

                                                           W
. H

ard
y R

d
.

249

 
 

 

  Spears Rd.

  

 

                     
 

 

  
 Spring Stuebner Rd.

\

    
               

    W
. R

ay
fo

rd
 R

d.                N
orth

cr e st D
r.

 Bammel Rd.

 

 

 

   A
ld

ine W
estfield R

d.

 
    G

o
sling

 R
d

.

  
   

 

Louetta
 Rd.

   Ella B
lvd.                   S

chro
ed

er R
d

.
 

 

      C
utten R

d.

                                        Mills Rd.

  R
ho

d
es R

d
.

SAM HOUSTON

    Cham

pion F
o

re
st D

r.

   F
alvel R

d
.            Ella Blvd

.

 
     E. Airtex Dr.

 
          Kuykendahl Rd.

Spring

 
                                    Jo

n
es R

d
.

 
   

         

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 Sprin
g Cypress Rd.

 

 
 

 

   C
ypresswood Dr.

 
 

                 T.C
. Jester Blvd.

45

2920

1960

SAM HOUSTONHARDY

3

2

456

Aldine W
estfield R

d.

99 1

H
olzw

arth R
d.

Map not to scale

Harris County is widening Aldine Westfield Road from 
East Louetta Road to Riley Fuzzel Road from two to four 
lanes. The project should be sent out for bid by the end 
of 2015. 

The county plans to widen Gosling Road from Spring 
Stuebner Road north to West Mossy Oaks Road from two 
lanes to five lanes. The project will be sent out for bid this 
year and could be completed by 2016.

The Texas Department of Transportation continues work 
on segments F-1, F-2 and G of the Grand Parkway, 
Houston’s third outer loop. The project includes an 
overpass and interchanges with I-45. Construction should 
be complete by the end of 2015. 

The Harris County Toll Road Authority is expanding the 
Hardy Toll Road with a third land in each direction and a 
partial interchange with the Grand Parkway. The project 
should be completed by mid-2016. 

The county completed the extension of Holzwarth Road 
late last year from FM 2920 to Spring Stuebner Road, 
connecting the roadway from Cypresswood north to the 
Springwoods Village development. 

Harris County completed the expansion of Spring 
Stuebner Road from Kuykendahl Road to I-45 in late 
2014, widening the road from two lanes to four lanes. 
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Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

REAL ESTATE
Located along FM 1960 just east of  
Hwy. 249, Huntwick Forest features more 
than 800 homes. Built in the ’70s, the 
neighborhood sits minutes away from 
several nearby amenities, including the Texas 
Repertory Theatre, Champions Golf Club and 
Willowbrook Mall. 

Huntwick Forest provides several club 
opportunities for the community, including 
a mom’s club, empty nesters club, women’s 
club, book club and bridge club as well as the 
Huntwick Patriots Swim Team. 

Huntwick Forest, 77069

14014 Court of Regents  $350,000

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,649 sq. ft. 
Agent: Pamela Hughes
Heritage Texas Properties  713-725-1213

13438 Bellhaven Drive   $475,000

5 Bedroom / 4.5 Bath  5,525 sq. ft. 
Agent: Beth Ferester
Coldwell Banker United  713-702-6334

5223 Marble Gate Lane   $295,000

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,658 sq. ft. 
Agent: Rocky Mitchell
RE/MAX Integrity  281-610-6803

5622 Willow Walk St.  $422,500

5 Bedroom / 4.5 Bath  4,416 sq. ft. 
Agent: Pamela Hughes
Heritage Texas Properties  713-725-1213

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

 Data does not include builders not listed in MLS listings *As of 02/28/15

Build-out year: 1976

Square footage: 2,100–5,000+

Home values: $172,000–$475,000

HOA dues (estimated): $125–$300 annually 

Amenities: Pool, playground, tennis and several 
clubs

Klein ISD  1.4300 
Harris County   0.4146 
Harris County Hospital District   0.1700 
Lone Star College System   0.1160 
Harris County WCID No. 116  0.1000 
Harris County ESD No. 29 0.0978 
Harris County EMSD No. 11  0.0475 
Harris County Flood Control 0.0283 
Port of Houston Authority 0.0172 
Harris County Department of Education 0.0064 
 
Total (per $100 value) 2.4278 
* Rate is 2.4280 cents if in Cy Fair ISD
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Neighborhood data provided by 
Veronica Barefield, CEO/Team Leader

KW Professionals
281-444-3900

www.professionalskw.com

Market Data On the market  (February 2015)
Number of homes for sale/ Average days on the market  

for last six months

Price Range 77066 77068 77069 77070 77090 77373 77379 77388 77389

$149,999 or under 78/23 16/24 9/21 65/18 62/38 295/26 80/17 88/17 36/16

$150,000–$199,999 69/36 27/42 17/23 97/21 39/52 130/29 129/26 144/26 17/18

$200,000–$299,999 12/36 21/34 45/40 62/29 12/56 70/59 223/29 125/35 93/38

$300,000–$399,999 — 3/40 27/40 5/10 4/122 10/52 136/47 31/29 79/46

$400,000–$499,999 — 4/79 8/60 6/28 — — 72/55 13/42 56/49

$500,000–$599,999 — 2/53 8/49 — — — 11/42 3/14 42/38

$600,000–$799,999 — 4/38 5/60 3/104 — — 20/30 3/67 69/41

$800,000–$999,999 — — 1/11 3/49 — 1/147 5/79 1/20 21/69

$1 million + — — — — — — — — —

Price 77066 77068 77069 77070 77090 77373 77379 77388 77389

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

—

Median price of homes sold  Feb. 2014 vs.  Feb. 2015

KW Professionals
is excited to announce 

WE ARE MOVING THIS SPRING!

Buy, Sell, or Invest with us!
CALL 281.444.3900 OR VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.PROFESSIONALSKW.COM

Ready to partner with 
KW PROFESSIONALS?

Visit 
www.redcareers.com/professionals

VERONICA BAREFIELD
CEO

www.redcareers.com/professionals

V
CEO

Or call today for 
your business 
consultation with 

281.444.3900

8344 Spring Cypress Road, Spring, TX 77379
Just East of Gleannloch Farms!



Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print



Robotic Surgery} 
It’s Not Science Fiction

Smaller Incisions. Less Pain. Faster Recovery

710 Cypress Creek Parkway | 281-440-1000 | hnmc.com

45

FM 1960

FM 1960

Cali Dr.

Our dedicated team of Robotic Surgeons use some of the latest in surgical and robotics 

technologies beneficial for performing both routine and complex surgery. Featuring a 

magnified 3D high-definition vision system and tiny wristed instruments, surgeons are able 

to operate with enhanced vision, precision and dexterity while maintaining 100% control. 

We’re taking surgery beyond the limits of the human hand. And it’s not science fiction. 

Visit us www.hnmc.com to learn more.

Houston Northwest Medical Center is invested in by physicians.
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