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Cost of materials, labor shortage 
present challenges to builders

Construction costs shape plans for 
development in Greater Houston area

Legislation, regulations address sex trafficking

By Matt Stephens
It was a trend few people could 

ignore. Questionable massage 
parlors with blacked out win-
dows were popping up through-
out unincorporated northern 
Harris County in 2009. However, 
the county and law enforcement 
had few tools at their disposal to 
address the issue at the time. 

That year, Harris County Pre-
cinct 4 Constable Ron Hickman 
created the regulatory enforce-
ment unit, which began investi-
gating questionable businesses, 
including those suspected of 
being sexually oriented busi-
nesses. Two years later, a bill 
authored by State Rep. Patricia 
Harless, R-Spring, gave Harris 
County commissioners the abil-
ity to strengthen regulations of 
sexually oriented businesses. 

“Constable Ron Hickman’s 
office has done a great job of 
cutting down on the number of 
illegal, illicit massage parlors on 
[FM] 1960,” Harless said. “Before, 
[law enforcement] couldn’t go in 
there because they didn’t have 
the budget to have the sex crime 
unit. Our bill gave county com-
missioners the ability to allow 
the local law enforcement to do 

something about it.” 
With more weapons at their 

disposal to address the problem, 
law enforcement is seeing fewer 
sexually oriented businesses in 
unincorporated Harris County. 
However, the problem remains, 
and both law enforcement and 
local nonprofits are working 
together to help victims and  
educate the public on the issue. 

Sex trafficking 
The National Human Traffick-

ing Resource Center estimates 
that human trafficking generates 
billions of dollars every year in 
the U.S., and there are as many 

By Shawn Arrajj and Ariel Carmona Jr. 
Two significant challenges construc-

tion companies and builders in the Greater 
Houston area encountered in 2014 are 
expected to continue in 2015. 

The rising cost of building materials has 
raised construction costs. Meanwhile, a 
shortage of skilled laborers has increased 
wages, which is also driving up costs, 
according to area builders and developers.

Rising construction costs have had 

notable effects on the development of 
major projects in the Greater Houston area, 
including those in Spring and Klein. 

Officials with the Lone Star College Sys-
tem and Klein ISD both said construction 
costs are closely monitored and taken into 
account when new schools and buildings 
are being considered.

Local projects, developers
Klein ISD officials said fewer subcontrac-

tors and material pressures have caused 
the district to extend construction periods, 
resulting in projects costing more than their 

as 1.5 million human trafficking 
victims in North America alone. 

Tim Cannon, assistant chief  
deputy for the Harris County 
Precinct 4 constable’s office, said 
sex traffickers often operate a 
sexually oriented business under 
the guise of a business offering 
massage or spa services. 

Cannon and human trafficking 
investigator Tonya Ward said sex 
trafficking victims who are uti-
lized as prostitutes at these busi-
nesses come from all over the 
world, whether it is across the 
border from Mexico, from air-
ports in New York and California 
and even from within the U.S. 

“The traffickers have to get 
involved in an emotional type of 
connection where [victims feel] 
that threat of force or coercion,” 
Cannon said. “There’s some type 
of financial dependency that 
comes from that or maybe some-
thing they would rely on, such as 
food or housing or other needs.” 

Although Ward said the 
majority of the victims she has 
encountered enter the sex trade 
between the ages of 12 and 15, 
some girls are introduced to the 
trade as early as the fourth grade. 

“It’s changed because of the 
Internet,” Ward said. “They’re 

See Sex trafficking | 22

See Labor, materials | 24
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BUILDING 
    EXPENSES
                  RISING

With the rising construction demand in the Greater 
Houston area, construction costs continue to rise.

Since Precinct 4 Constable Ron Hickman created the regula-
tory enforcement unit in 2009, the unit has performed 448 
inspections on businesses resulting in 720 charges filed as  
of Dec. 19, 2014.
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Law enforcement investigates sexually oriented businesses, but issue still remains
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True ADVENTURE.

Brokers welcome. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm applicable features. This is not an of fering where 
prohibited by law.
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Just over the horizon lies Woodson’s Reserve, a whole new direction 
in luxury living. It’s where natural beauty and secluded tranquility 
meet amazing resort-style amenities – including miles of nature 
trails and an incredible clubhouse overlooking a sparkling lake. 
Discover where true living begins and contentment never ends.

From the $300s – $600s

For more information and to sign up for exclusive 
VIP updates, visit WoodsonsReserve.com.

DON’T MISS THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE AMONG THE 
FIRST TO DISCOVER WOODSON’S RESERVE, NORTH 
HOUSTON’S NEWEST MASTER PLAN COMMUNITY.
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Correction: Volume 1, Issue 10
Last month’s front-page story had inaccuracies. Noble 
Energy’s building under construction is 20 stories tall, 
and Cypress Preserve Park is located at the northeast 
corner of I-45 and FM 1960. Also, Sen. John Whitmire’s 
email address is john.whitmire@senate.state.tx.us. © 2015 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. NO REPRODUCTION OF ANY 

PORTION OF THIS ISSUE IS ALLOWED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM THE PUBLISHER.

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
The kind of growth the 

Spring/Klein community 
is experiencing presents 
certain challenges, some 
of which we address in 
this edition of Commu-
nity Impact Newspaper. 

A front-page story in 
this issue addresses the 
effects of increasing con-
struction costs on build-
ers and developments in 
our area. The rising cost 

of building materials and a shortage of skilled workers 
contributes to significant increases in the cost of resi-
dential and commercial projects currently underway. 

Growth also brings crime and law enforcement chal-
lenges. A global and nationwide problem, sex trafficking 
continues to be an issue in northern Harris County. 

Our other front-page story showcases what our law 
enforcement leaders and legislators are doing to help 
close down sexually oriented businesses and highlights 
the resources available to those who find themselves 
victims of the sex trade. 

Despite the challenges growth presents, it is  
important to appreciate the benefits it provides to the 
Spring/Klein community. 

As part of our mission we strive to support local 
business owners by providing our readers with monthly 
Impacts, located on pages 6 and 7. Here you will find 
new businesses or those opening soon in our area. On 
Page 16 you will find this month’s featured business, 
Whitmeyer’s Distilling Co., one of only a few distilleries 
in Harris County. 

Patty McHugh
GENERAL MANAGER

pmchugh@impactnews.com
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What concerns you most about the 
Houston human trafficking problem?  

  The effects of sexually oriented businesses  
      on my community 

  Prostitution taking place in my community

  The possibility of people being abducted for trafficking  
      in my community

  The number of minors being trafficked across the country 

  The lack of federal and state funding for trafficking  
      victims nationwide 

  I am not concerned about sex trafficking 

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/skl-poll

Which retail or mixed-use 
development are you most likely to 
take advantage of?

CityPlace in Springwoods Village    

  24.32% 
Restaurant Village in The Vintage  

  24.32% 
Grand Parkway Town Center at Hwy. 249 and the  
Grand Parkway  

  20.27% 
I am not likely to use any of these developments  

  17.57%
Cypress Preserve Park at FM 1960 and I-45  

  6.76%
Hardy North Business Park at the Hardy Toll Road and 
Riley Fuzzel Road   

  6.76%
Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 1/15/14–2/3/15

Since 2009 the Harris County Precinct 4 Constable’s Office’s 
regulatory enforcement unit has investigated hundreds of busi-
nesses and helped cut down on the number of sexually oriented 
businesses in Spring/Klein. However, sex trafficking remains a 
problem as Houston is considered one of the largest hubs for 
human trafficking in the country. 

Turn on FOX 26 NEWS,  
download the MyFoxHouston app, 
log on to www.myfoxhouston.com 
for more local news with IMPACT.



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com6  NEWS

   
   

    Root Rd.

45

45

1960

 
 

 

 
       Spears Rd.

 
 Zion Rd. 

 

          S
. C

herry S
t.

    
    

   D
owdell

 R
d.

    
              

     
  W

. R
ay

fo
rd

 R
d.

 
                  G

o
sling

 R
d

.

        N
orthcrest D

r.

 

  

   R
ile

y  
Fu

zz
el

 R
d.

   

        
   

   
  B

oudre
au

x R
d. 

 

 
Spring Stuebner Rd.

      Bammel Rd.

 

 

 

   A
ldine W

estfield
 R

d
.

  

   
 

    
 

    
    

  L
ouetta

 Rd.

 
 

 

 

    
  

 

Cypresswood Dr.

        Ella B
lvd.                   S

chro
ed

er R
d

.
 

 

          C
utten R

d.
 W

underlich D
r.

              R
hod

es R
d.

SAM HOUSTON

 

 

     Huffsmith  Kuykendahl Rd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

   
   

   
   

   
   

 S
prin

g C
ypress Rd.

    Cham

pion F
o

re
st D

r.

 F
alvel R

d
.     E

lla B
lvd

.

 
 

              T.C. Jester B
lvd.

      E. Airtex Dr.

 

 
 

 
 

 
         H

u
fsm

ith-K
ohrville R

d
.

   W
alters R

d.

2978

 
 

        Kuykendahl Rd.

Spring

 
E. Richey Rd.

 
                                    Jo

n
es R

d
.

2920

Map not to scale

4  Keemat Grocers opened its first 
Spring-area store in early December at 
6911 FM 1960 W., Houston. The specialty 
grocery chain offers a variety of food 
products, including a wide selection 
of Indian wares and fresh fruits and 
vegetables. 281-377-3347. 
www.keematgrocers.com 

5  Curtis Reser Hair opened Nov. 1 
at 3648 FM 1960 W., Ste. 106, Houston. 
Curtis Reser worked as a stylist in the 
Spring area for more than 20 years. After 
moving to Tennessee in 2005, the stylist 
has returned to the neighborhood at a 
new location. Specialties include color 
highlights, including Franesi and Paul 
Mitchell, hair blowouts, foil processing and 
haircuts for men, women and children. 
832-968-0005.  
www.facebook.com/CurtisReserHair

6  Natural Wood Furnishings opened 
Jan. 16 at 2810 Louetta Road, Ste. 1, Spring. 
The business specializes in customizable 
furniture. The shop uses various wood 
types for refinishing in the home, 
including pine, oak and maple. The family-
owned and -operated business features 
furnishings for different room settings, 
including kitchens, bedrooms and offices. 
281-719-8865.  
www.naturalwoodfurnishings.com 

7  Mobile food vendor Black Garlic is 
now open at 24914 Hwy. 249, Tomball. The 
food trailer serves a variety of high-end 
appetizers and dinner burgers, including 
veggie options, custom ground Wagyu beef 
and brisket as well as pretzel and custom 
craft bun selections. The vendor also serves 
smoked pulled pork sandwiches, crispy 
porchetta sandwiches, smoked ribs and 
smoked chicken wings as well as sides, 
such as chimichurri fries, mozzarella 
caprese and tostones, or fried plantain 
slices. 832-819-2433. 
www.theblackgarlic.com

8  Pet Club opened in early January at 
6935 Cypresswood Drive. Ste. A, Spring. 
The store carries a large selection of 
premium and natural pet foods at discount 

Now Open

1  Mo’s Irish Pub opened Jan. 27 at  
138 Vintage Park Blvd., Houston. The 
sports bar and grill features an Irish 
American menu, including grilled chicken 
sandwiches and wraps, turkey burgers and 
salads. The pub features 36 brews on tap 
and offers live music on the weekends.  
281-251-0715. www.mosirishpub.com 

2  Cerise Crepes and Coffee Cafe held 
a grand opening Jan. 31 at 4740 Spring 
Cypress Road, Spring. The restaurant 
serves a wide array of crepes, such as 
the savory Columbiana and the sweet 
Traditional. Cerise sells a variety of 
paninis, salads and beverages, including 
smoothies, specialty coffees and soft 
drinks. Cerise also offers catering services. 
281-694-5528. www.cerisecrepes.com

3  Texan Mattress opened a second 
Greater Houston area location Dec. 1 at 
5210 FM 2920, Ste. 400. The mattress store 
offers mattresses, box springs, frames and 
headboards as well as living room and 
dining room furniture. The value-oriented 
furniture business also provides same-day 
delivery six days a week. 281-907-0177. 
www.texanmattress.com
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Get inspired and come explore the 
one-stop shopping destination for 

everything home! 

On I-45 just North of FM1960

281.645.0182
MainStreetAmerica.com
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prices. In addition to pet nutrition and pet 
products, dog training and dog grooming 
services are also available. 281-257-4718. 
www.thepetclub.net

9  Affordable Family Clinic opened 
Dec. 15 at 3307 Spring Stuebner Road,  
Ste. A1, Spring. Nurse practitioner Nathan 
McGrew, owner of the clinic, has more 
than 16 years of surgical experience. The 
clinic offers a wide variety of services, 
including the treatment of common 
illnesses, such as strep throat, flu, thyroid 
disorders, hypertension, high blood 
pressure and diabetes. The business offers 
affordable family care—starting at $50 
for an office visit—and always accepts 
walk-ins and same-day appointments. 
281-528-2273.  
www.youraffordableclinic.com 

10  A new independent, full-service real 
estate brokerage, Burch-Slayton Realty, 
opened Dec. 8 at 7312 Louetta Road, Bldg. 
118, Ste. 160, Spring. Working with buyers 
and sellers, the realty business emphasizes 
listing and buyer representation. Co-
owner and broker Laura Burch has been 
licensed for 13 years, while co-owner 
Kristen Slayton has been licensed for 
seven years. 832-871-7753.  
www.burchslayton.com 

11  Orangetheory Fitness opened a new 
location Jan. 30 in the Vintage at 15556 
Cutten Road, Ste. 100, Houston. The 
fitness studio features state-of-the-art 
treadmills, free weights and benches, 
rowing machines and suspension unit 
systems, along with restrooms and 
showers. 281-656-6645.  
www.orangetheoryfitness.com 

12  State Farm Insurance agent Isaac 
Segovia opened a location Feb. 2 at 5706 
Root Road, Spring. The agency provides 
insurance and banking services, including 
mortgage and auto financing, mutual 
funds, life insurance, CD’s and annuities, 
and health insurance. Insurance for 
home, auto and small businesses services 
are also available. 281-288-3926.  
www.texanagent.com

 13  Uptown Blow Dry Bar beauty salon 
opened its first Spring-area location at  
122 Vintage Park Blvd., Ste. H, Houston, 
on Jan. 7. The salon offers a wide variety of 
hairstyles and treatments for customers. 
Uptown also carries hair products and 
offers a range of services, including scalp 
treatments, hydrations and hair masks. 
832-410-1010. www.uptowndrybar.com 

14  World Peace Smoke Shop opened in 
November at 5010 Louetta Road,  
Ste. D, Spring. The store’s inventory 
includes a wide variety of products, such 
as water pipes, vaporizers, hookahs, 
hookah tobacco and grinders.  
832-559-3757.  
www.facebook.com/pages/World-Peace-
Smoke-Shop/1500150790259346

Coming Soon

15  New boutique Blossoming Mama 
is set to open in late January or early 
February in Vintage Park at 122 Vintage 
Park Blvd., Ste. I, Houston. The store 
specializes in natural parenting with 
products in stock to help mothers in 
various stages of maternity, such as home 
birth, postpartum and raising a baby.  
713-923-0333.  
www.blossomingmama.com

16  Panera Bread is planning to open two 
bakery cafes in Spring by late summer 
2015. The chain restaurant serves soups, 
sandwiches, salads, freshly baked breads, 
bagels and spreads as well as a variety of 
bakery items. www.panerabread.com   
A   One Panera Bread will open at  

        21620 Kuykendahl Road, Spring. 
B   The other location will open at  

        8203 Louetta Road, Spring.  

17  New business Vintage Self Storage 
is coming to the northwest corner 
of Vintage Preserve Parkway and 
Chasewood Park Drive across from 
Vintage Park. The 106,000-square-foot 
facility will feature climate-controlled 
storage units in four buildings with a 
variety of sizes when it is complete. The 
complex will feature a security fence 

surrounding the property along with 
alarms, cameras and computerized gate 
access to the property.  
www.whelessproperties.com

18  Owners Allen and Leona Green 
expect to open Cafe Marrese at  
11729 Spring Cypress Road, Tomball, 
by the end of February. The Italian-style 
bistro serves a breakfast and lunch menu 
prepared by chef Ara Malekian with 
panini grilled sandwiches, breakfast 
wraps, housemade soups, baked breads, 
pastries and desserts. Gourmet coffees 
and specialty drinks are also available. 
832-953-2900. www.cafemarrese.com

Relocations

19  Meditative Fitness Programs 
relocated to 9834 Spring Cypress Road, 
Houston, in late January from the Energy 
Corridor. Along with various meditative 
fitness classes, the business offers 
educational seminars and private healing 
programs. 832-755-0270. 
www.thewhai.com 

Anniversaries

20  Nurture Soul Therapeutics celebrates 
its one-year anniversary Feb. 28 at 9834 
Spring Cypress Road, Houston. The 
business offers yoga classes, yoga teacher 
training, acupuncture, meditation and 
massages. 281-674-9642.  
www.nurturesoul.com 

Expansions

21  Planet Ford built a new 28-bay auto 
and tire center for quick and routine 
maintenance services in December at 
20403 I-45, Spring. Services provided 
by the center include tire rotations, 
oil changes and flat tire repairs. The 
dealership also expanded by adding a 
second floor. Additional technology 
updates on computer equipment and 
other enhancements are planned to 
improve the customer experience in the 
near future. 281-719-3700.  
www.planetford.com News or questions about Spring or Klein? 

E-mail sklnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Ariel Carmona Jr. and Matt Stephens

Mo’s Irish Pub opened Jan. 27 at 138 Vintage 
Park Blvd., Houston, in Vintage Park. 

1

Cerise Crepes and Coffee Cafe held a grand 
opening Jan. 31 at 4740 Spring Cypress Road.

2

Natural Wood Furnishings opened Jan. 16 at 
2810 Louetta Road, Ste. 1, Spring. 

6

Black Garlic, a mobile food vendor, is now open at 
24914 Hwy. 249, Tomball. 
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NW Houston’s Critically Acclaimed Professional Theatre

January 29 
through 

February 22
It’s 3 guys, 37 plays, 

154 sonnets in 2 hours of 
side splitting hi-jinx and 

madcap hilarity

PRESENT THIS AD AND RECEIVE A 
10% DISCOUNT ON YOUR FIRST TICKET!

TexRepTheatre.org 
Box Offi ce
281.583.7573 
14243 Stuebner Airline, Houston 77069

Celebrating our 10th Anniversary Season!

Limit one coupon per person.

Pathways Memory Care at Villa Toscana is a 
specialized memory care community dedicated to 
those with memory loss. We o�er specialized 
programming and compassionate care that eases 
the concerns families have for loved ones with 
memory loss.  

We understand that memory loss can result 
from a variety of causes – Alzheimer’s, Lewy 
Body, Vascular and Frontotemporal Dementia. 
At Pathways, we believe that individuals with 
memory loss can live a meaningful life 
surrounded by the things they enjoy. No matter 
what stage you are in memory loss, Pathways 
Memory Care can meet you on your journey and 
walk with you hand and hand.

Stop by for a TOUR Today!

Serving Families With Alzheimer’s

2930 Cypress Grove Meadows Drive Houston, Texas 77014
Call us: (281) 315-1450
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Joe Palumbo 
Offi ce:  281-609-7113
Cell:  281-543-7464
joe@fqsalons.com

Joe Palumbo 

OFFICE SUITES
from 900-10,000 sq. ft.

KKKuu

joe@fqsalons.com

7105-7115 FM 2920
Spring, Tx 77379
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Lane closures for The Grand Parkway construction

The I-45 northbound Hardy Toll Road exit, I-45 northbound frontage road left lane and I-45 
northbound right shoulder from the Spring Stuebner Road entrance ramp to north of exit No. 72 will 
be closed through the summer. 

 The I-45 southbound Spring Stuebner Road exit will be closed through March 31. 

The Mossy Oaks Road eastbound and westbound closure at I-45 is expected to open Feb. 18. 

Boudreaux Road both eastbound and westbound lanes from I-45 to Old Boudreaux Road will be 
closed from 8 p.m.–6 a.m. through Feb. 14. 

Both left lanes of Champion Forest Drive at Boudreaux Road will be closed through March 31.

The two FM 2920 eastbound lanes from Inverness Crossing to Boudreaux Road will be closed from  
8 p.m.–6 a.m. Feb. 17–20. Eastbound traffic will be diverted to westbound lanes. 
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Project spotlight
1   The Grand Parkway  

Construction continues on segments F-1, 
F-2 and G of Houston’s third outer loop. 
The project features overpasses and 
interchanges at Hwy. 290, Hwy. 249 and I-45. 
Timeline: Project is estimated to be 
complete in December. 
Cost: $1 billion 
Funding sources: Texas Department of 
Transportation

Project updates
2   Tomball Tollway

The paving of the Tomball Tollway from 
south of Spring Cypress Road to north of 
Canyon Gate Pointe Drive and from 
Alice Road to Business 249 is complete. 
Paving from Alice Road to FM 2920 is 95 
percent complete and from Holderrieth 
Road to Willow Creek is 80 percent 
complete. The mainlane plaza structure 
and tolling equipment are installed and 
the retaining walls are complete. Signage, 
grading, seeding and landscaping will 
be installed within the next month. The 
bridges at Willow Creek and Alice Road 
and from Holderrieth Road to Business 
249 are complete. The Tomball Tollway 
will operate as a six-lane electronically 
monitored road in between Hwy. 249 
feeder lanes. 
Timeline: Project is estimated to be 
complete this spring.  
Cost: $170 million 

Funding sources: Harris County Toll 
Road Authority

3   Aldine Westfield Road widening 
A project in the design phase, the widening 
of Aldine Westfield Road from East Louetta 
Road to Riley Fuzzel Road could begin 
construction this year. Harris County plans 
to expand the two-lane asphalt roadway to a 
four-lane concrete throroughfare. 

Timeline: Project is estimated to be sent 
out for bid in the fourth quarter of 2015.  
Cost: $4.4 million  
Funding sources: Harris County Precinct 4

4   Gosling Road widening
Harris County has plans to widen Gosling 
Road from Spring Stuebner Road north to 
West Mossy Oaks Road. The roadway will be 
widened to a five-lane concrete pavement 
with a drainage system and a railroad 
crossing. The project is in the design phase. 

Timeline: Project is estimated to be sent 
out for bid in the second quarter of 2015. 
Construction is expected to take 12–15 
months to complete. 
Cost: $7.8 million
Funding sources: Harris County Precinct 4

5   Riley Fuzzel Road widening
Construction could begin in 2016 on the 
widening of Riley Fuzzel Road from 1,375 
feet west of West Hardy Road to 600 feet 
west of the Hardy Toll Road. Currently in the 
design phase, the project will expand the 
roadway from a two-lane asphalt roadway to 
a five-lane concrete thoroughfare.  
Timeline: Project is estimated to be sent 
out for bid in the first quarter of 2016.  
Cost: $2.5 million  
Funding sources: Harris County Precinct 4

6   Spring Cypress Road widening
Harris County has plans to add a fifth lane to 
Spring Cypress Road from I-45 east to 
Lexington Boulevard. The contractor, Angel 
Brothers Construction, is scheduled to begin 
construction on the project March 2 with 
a scheduled completion set for October 
barring unforeseen circumstances. 

Timeline: March–October 2015
Cost: $3.49 million
Funding sources: Harris County Precinct 4

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at sklnews@impactnews.comCompiled by Matt Stephens
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HYUNDAI

1-888-251-8370TOLL
FREE:www.ConroeHyundai.com

Exit Hwy 105 go North to Wilson Rd.  We are located at I-45 North and Wilson Rd.

All prices plus TT&L Pictures and colors for illustration only. 1) 2) 75 Month Chase Bank Financing,  3.9% APR 20% Down and 1st Month Payment of 1) $293.41 2) 196.44, + TT&L, With Approved Credit. Some applicable rebates/ incentives 
may change due to rebate/incentive changes made by manufacturer after release of publication of this ad.

NEW 2014 HYUNDAI 
SANTA FE 

SPORT
Several To 

Choose

$21,911 $288.12Mo1 $17,954 $199Mo

NEW 2015 HYUNDAI 
ELANTRA 

4DR

2

NEW 2015 HYUNDAI 
SONATA

Several To Choose

$19,475

$29,740
NEW 2014 HYUNDAI 

GENESIS SEDAN
Several To Choose

Sale Price $32,240 Less $2500 Factory Rebate

Several To 
Choose

Sale Price $22,911 Less $1000 Factory Rebate

Sale Price $20,975 Less $1000 HMA Bonus Cash, Less $500 Holiday Cash

WIES_15011.10x2.94.IMPACT.HYUNDAI.Feb.indd   1 1/27/2015   3:10:32 PM
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Baker Hughes announces layoffs, 
officials say local effects are unknown

EHRA presents 
master trails plan

County judges discuss Houston-area growth

By Frank Rodasky 
With a steep decline in oil prices over 

the past few months, Baker Hughes offi-
cials announced plans in late January to 
cut nearly 7,000 jobs worldwide. 

Melanie Kania, media relations special-
ist for Baker Hughes, said it is too early to 
determine the direct effect on potential 
employee layoffs and future operations at 
the Tomball campus and nearby 100-acre 
Western Hemisphere Education Center, 
located at the intersection of FM 2978  
and FM 2920.

“It’s really too soon in the process,” 
Kania said. “We don’t have any location-
specific information on how these layoffs 
will be distributed—they’re a company-
wide global number.”

Oil company Halliburton acquired 
Baker Hughes for an estimated $34.6 bil-
lion in November. The acquisition comes 
after an almost 60 percent decline in oil 
prices since June, reaching a five-year low, 
according to Baker Hughes. The job cuts 
are expected to reduce the company’s 
global workforce of 62,000 total employees 
by about 11 percent. 

Lawrence Chapman, manager of the 
Western Hemisphere Education Center, 
said he does not foresee significant changes 
for the facility as a result of the company-
wide layoffs. 

Kania said as of mid-January, the com-
pany was still determining details of poten-
tial staffing or operations at the center.

“With oil prices being depressed, 

By Matt Stephens
If funded by local utility districts, the  

Cypress Creek Master Trails Plan would 
connect several communities to Cypress 
Creek, various parks and retail develop-
ment in The Vintage.

“If we can pull partners together and 
get funding together to get a common 
vision for connectivity for the area, we 
feel it could really set this area apart,” 
said Jim Robertson, chair of the Cypress 
Creek Greenway Project. 

Houston-based consulting firm EHRA 
and local utility districts presented a 
review of the plan to residents Jan. 28 at 
Lone Star College–University Park. The 
plan outlined possible trails and connec-
tivity improvements in the 13.5-square-
mile area from Eldridge Parkway to Old 
Louetta Road and from Spring Cypress 
Road south to Grant Road.

Katie Golzarri, department manager 
of landscape architecture for EHRA, 

By Liza Winkler
The Harris and Montgomery county 

judges led a discussion Jan. 22 at a North 
Houston Association meeting regarding 
growth in the Greater Houston area.

Harris County Judge Ed Emmett said 
one of the largest issues, specifically in 

Precinct 4, is that much of the fast-grow-
ing area is unincorporated into the city 
of Houston, and county officials have no 

BRIEFS

we’re expecting to see a decrease in our 
training, but the decrease will match our 
slowdown on the operation side,” Chap-
man said. “With that being said, learning 
is one of the Baker Hughes core values, so 
this facility will continue to be utilized to 
train and develop our workforce.”

The center provides training for Baker 
Hughes employees from around the world 
in a classroom setting through hands-on 
mechanical and electrical labs as well as 
field operation methods with on-site rigs 
and wells. 

The facility features a 140,000-square-
foot indoor training facility that spans 
across two buildings, along with a 
162,000-square-foot training yard.

The center is part of the Baker Hughes 
Tomball campus, which local officials esti-
mate will pump $8 million in revenue into 
the local economy over the next decade. 

Since the $55.8 million education  
center’s grand opening in May, Chapman 
said the facility has averaged about 399 
trainees a day, many from outside of the 
Tomball area.

Chapman said there are plans in place 
to expand the center in the future, but 
there is no timeline on the expansion. He 
said that the education center is a valuable 
resource for Baker Hughes.

“The alignment of all product lines 
within the same training facility [helps 
Baker Hughes], and the engineers coming 
through [the center] have a much better 
foundation,” Chapman said. 

presented four kinds of pathways and 
standard changes that could be added 
to the area’s 16 square miles of existing 
trails: major corridor trails, minor trails, 
sidewalks and bike paths. 

Major corridor trails could follow 
Cypress Creek, Faulkey Gully and Pillot 
Gully, while minor trails would connect 
from other neighborhoods to those trails.
The bike lanes could be added to roads 
with existing roadway space, such as 
Cypresswood Drive or streets within the 
Prestonwood subdivision, Golzarri said. 
Sidewalks were proposed for some loca-
tions including The Vintage. 

“[The Vintage developers] are very 
interested in improved connectivity,” 
Golzarri said.

EHRA presented maps for each of 
the five utility districts who are project 
partners, including the Lake Forest Util-
ity District, Prestonwood Utility District, 
Malcomson Road Utility District and 
Harris County MUDs Nos. 286 and 468.

Golzarri said EHRA would collect 
input from residents and partners and 
make necessary changes to the final plan, 
which will be online in mid-February. 

ordinance-making authority.
“Of the 4.5 million people who live in 

Harris County, about 1.7 million live in 
unincorporated Harris County,” Emmett 
said. “But it gets a little bit worse. By 
the year 2018, more people will live in 
unincorporated Harris County than live 
in the city of Houston.”

He said Harris County has several 
issues, such as suburban poverty and a 
lack of federal funding for social services. 

“More and more people who need indi-
gent health care do not live in the inner 
city—they live out in the suburbs,” he said.

Montgomery County Judge Craig Doyal 
said creating partnerships among city and 
county leaders is a priority. As the county 
continues to grow, Doyal said officials 
must work closely to resolve hot-button 
groundwater issues. 
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The Baker Hughes Tomball campus is projected to pump $8 million into the local economy over the next decade.

New 5k Route 
starts and ends at Home 

Depot, 4159 FM 1960 

Run starts at 2pm 

SUNDAY •                     • 2PM15

Market Area
 at Home Depot 4159 FM 1960 
half-way on the parade route 

             10a-6p
For more information go to www.1960parade.com

New!  
S P O N S O R S ,  E N T R I E S ,  V E N D O R S  A N D  R U N N E R S  WA N T E D !

37
th Annual

“By the year 2018, 
more people will live 
in unincorporated Har-
ris County than live in 
the city of Houston.”

—Harris County Judge Ed Emmett
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SCHOOL & COUNTY
News from Klein ISD, Spring ISD and Harris County Compiled by Ariel Carmona Jr. and Matt Stephens

Wunsche to accept ninth-graders in 2015–16 Klein ISD calls bond 
election for May 9SPRING ISDAfter receiving feedback 

from students and parents regarding cur-
riculum and course offerings, the Spring 
ISD board of trustees announced Jan. 8 
Carl Wunsche Sr. High School will tran-
sition to a four-year high school campus.

The school, which enrolls 10th- through 
12th-grade students in specialized pro-
grams, will open its doors to ninth-grade 
students for the first time beginning in the 
2015–16 academic year. District officials 
said the transition is one facet of a com-
prehensive plan to strengthen the school’s 
academic offerings. 

“We are pleased to take this fine institu-
tion to the next level by offering ninth-
graders the opportunity to begin their 
high school career there, obtain industry 
certifications and earn endorsements 
now available under the new graduation 
requirements outlined in House Bill 5,” 
said Rhonda Faust, president of the SISD 
board of trustees. 

House Bill 5, passed by the Texas Leg-
islature in 2013, requires school districts 
to make courses available to students 
that allow them to complete curriculum 
requirements in multidisciplinary studies.

During the SISD board of trust-
ees meeting, Wunsche Principal Bob 

Thompson said students will continue to 
be exposed to career and college programs 
through internships, mentorships and 
service-learning activities. 

SISD officials said resources for the 26 
specialized career pathways offered at the 
Wunsche campus will be spread through-
out the district beginning in the 2015–16 
school year because of HB 5 requirements. 

SISD will accept applications through 
the end of March from current eighth-
grade students looking to enroll at Wun-
sche for the 2015–16 school year. 

Students will be selected for each of 
the 26 career pathways through a lottery-
based process. 

KLEIN ISD The board of trustees 
approved its $498.1 million bond 
recommendations Jan. 12 and called a 
bond election to be on the ballot May 9.

If approved by voters in May, the 
bond would raise the district’s property 
tax rate by a maximum of 10 cents from 
2017–21, Superintendent Jim Cain said. 

The largest piece of the bond package 
is $279.1 million in new construction 
projects, including High School No. 5, 
Intermediate School No. 10 and Elemen-
tary School No. 33.

Cain said some early site work will 
be done on High School No. 5 prior to 

voters getting a chance to decide on the 
bond election. However, the site work is 
necessary in order for the school to open 
in time for the 2017–18 school year. 

Even if the bond authorization is 
approved by voters, Cain said the proj-
ects and costs within the bond package 
are not set in stone. The board has to 
approve each project before funding can 
be provided, and some variables of the 
projects are still unknown, he said.

“We refer to it as a bond blueprint 
because it is a working document,” Cain 
said. “There are sometimes factors that 
you cannot control. You cannot control 
the state economy. You cannot control 
the national economy. You cannot 
control the people moving in and out of 
your schools.”

Klein ISD
Meets March 2 at 7 p.m.  
7200 Spring Cypress Road, Spring
832-249-4000
www.kleinisd.net
 
Spring ISD
Meets March 10 at 7 p.m. 
16717 Ella Blvd., Houston
281-891-6000
www.springisd.org

Harris County  
Commissioners Court 
Meets Feb. 22 and March 10 at 10 a.m. 
1001 Preston St., Houston 
713-755-5000
www.hctx.net 

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter 
@impactnews_skl

Meetings and Tweetings

C
o

ur
te

sy
 S

p
ri

ng
 IS

D

Carl Wunsche Sr. High School transitions to a 
four-year campus this fall.

Insurance subject to terms, qualifications and availability.  Allstate Property and Casualty 
Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Insurance Co., Allstate Texas 
Lloyd’s, Allstate Indemnity Co., Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co. Life insurance 
and annuities issued by Lincoln Benefit Life Company, Lincoln, NE, Allstate Life Insurance 
Company, Northbrook, IL, and American Heritage Life Insurance Company, Jacksonville, FL.  
In New York, Allstate Life Insurance Company of New York, Hauppauge, NY. Northbrook, IL. 
© 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.

Protect your world
Auto • Home • Life • Retirement

The Lipton Agency
281-580-2510
2611 Cypress Creek Pkwy., Ste. D-100

Call me today to discuss your options.
Some people think Allstate only protects your car. Truth is, 
Allstate can also protect your home or apartment, your 
boat, motorcycle - even your retirement and your life. And 
the more of your world you put in Good Hands®, the more 
you can save.

84
92
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Authentic Italian Cuisine is 
Closer Than You Think

“Gratzi is at the top of our list 
when we consider going out for 

fine dining. ” 
–Nathan, Spring.

“� e food is amazing. It’s de� nitely worth 
checking out!”

- Bella M., Spring

“� e food is worth a drive from any 
distance in Houston.” 

- Shane D.

 281-376-4800    
gratziitalian.com

Italian Margaritas $3 all night

Tuesday & Thursday 
Specials

12” pizza with 2 traditional 
toppings for $7.95

Monday Specials

Wine Night –  Meridian Cabernet
$7 Chardonnay Bottle 

Wednesday Specials6334 FM 2920, Ste 110, 
Spring 77379

On 2920, between Kuykendahl and TC Jester, Next to Wood Forest Bank

Join us for 
Valentine’s Day

Autism Services and Behavior Therapy

The Shape Of Behavior
17810 Spring Creek Forest Dr • Spring, TX 77379

Ph# 832.358.2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

 In Clinic Treatment    Social Skills    Shadowing    Diagnostic Services

Download The Shape 
FREE app on iTunes

Includes lists of:
-locations

-free community events
-free trainings
-much more
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Together, we are saving more 
lives than in any other era in 
medical history.

I am living proof. 
David Tadrzak
Heart Attack Survivor    |    The Vintage Hospital Patient

CHI St. Luke’s Health is a united alliance of hospitals, physicians, researchers and scientists 

that are dedicated to working together to help people like David live longer, healthier lives. 

Why trust your heart to anyone else? Read David’s story at imaginebetterhealth.org

The Vintage Hospital

Baylor St. Luke’s Medical Center

Lakeside Hospital

Patients Medical Center

Sugar Land Hospital

The Vintage Hospital

The Woodlands Hospital

CHI St. Luke’s Health
Imagine Better Health™

Je�  Beard, CCIM
President

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

Commercial Real 
Estate Leaders

LANDLORD & TENANT 
REPRESENTATION

SITE ACQUISITION

SALES & LEASING

CONSULTING

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

INSIGHT.
LEADERSHIP.
EXPERTISE.

F E A T U R E D  P R O P E R T I E S
FOR LEASE  

HAVENWOOD OFFICE PARK
25700 I-45, SPRING

• 250,000 SF Class A offi ce
 building, under construction
• High-end fi nishes, designed 
 to be LEED Silver Certifi ed
• Located in between
 The Woodlands Town Center and
 Exxon Mobil campus
• On-site property management 

FOR SALE  
INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY
821 CROSSBRIDGE, SPRING

• Class A offi ce building, high-end
 fi nishes
• +/- 7,625 SF building on 
 +/- 30,536 SF land
• 100% Leased, NNN investment
• Located along the Hardy Toll 
 Road, with close proximity to 
 the Exxon Mobil campus and 
 The Woodlands Town Center

FOR LEASE  
HARMONY PLAZA

3535 RAYFORD RD., SPRING

• New construction  – est. 
 delivery June 2015
• Located near intersection of 
 Rayford Rd @ Grand Parkway 
 99, East of I-45 North
• 10,000 SF retail center
• Adjacent to HEB Grocery
  Development –
  est. completion Fall 2015

FOR SALE  
1.6 ACRES I-45

21115 I-45

• Acreage has 172’ +/- FF located 
 on Interstate 45 frontage road 
 (North FWY), just south of FM 2920
• ExxonMobil campus and Grand
  Parkway under construction just
  north of site
• Easy access to The Woodlands, 
 Hardy Toll Road, IAH Bush Airport 
 and Beltway 8
• Potential uses: hotel/motel, offi ce,
  retail
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

INSIDE THE TEXAS LEGISLATURE   

HOUSE COMMITTEE SENATE COMMITTEE

BILL INTRODUCED

• Committee membership is determined 
by seniority or speaker of the House 
appointment.

• Each committee is assigned a different 
subject matter and receives bills from the 
speaker of the House based on subject.

• Committee membership is determined 
by the lieutenant governor.

• Each committee is assigned bills from 
the lieutenant governor.

Bill placed on 
a calendar 
for House 

consideration

Bills listed in order 
reported; however, 
bills do not have to 
be brought up for 

discussion in order of 
Intent Calendar

Speaker of the House 
signs in front of House

Bill returned to original chamber; can be 
overridden by Senate and House vote

Lieutenant governor 
signs in front of Senate

FLOOR DEBATE (2ND OR 3RD READINGS) 

GOVERNOR

FLOOR DEBATE (2ND OR 3RD READINGS)

AMENDMENT 
TO BILL

House votes 
to approve

AMENDMENT 
TO BILL

Senate votes 
to approve

CALENDAR 
COMMITTEE

CALENDAR TYPES

VETOES BILL

A legislator, committee, or special interest group drafts a 
bill that must be limited to a single subject. The bill is then 
introduced to either a House or Senate committee.HOW A BILL

A LAW

TAKE A LOOK BEHIND THE SCENES

NO ACTION 
TAKEN

A bill can be 
halted at any point 

in the legislative 
process

NO ACTION 
TAKEN

BILL REPORT 
ISSUED

• Recommends 
passage; or

• Adds amendments; or 

• Substitutes new bill

BILL REPORT 
ISSUED

• Recommends 
passage; or

• Adds amendments; or 

• Substitutes new bill

• Daily (new bills)
• Supplemental  

(3rd reading,  
postponed bills)

• Local, consent 
and resolution 
(noncontroversial bills)

• Congratulatory, 
memorial  
(ceremonial bills)

NO AMENDMENT 
TO BILL

Secretary of state 
certifies bill’s passage

NO AMENDMENT 
TO BILL

Chief clerk certifies 
bill’s passage

INTENT 
CALENDAR

ITEM 

#1

BILL IS ENROLLED AND PREPARED FOR SIGNING

SIGNS BILL DOES NOTHINGOR

TH
E 

HO
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E 
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E 
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O 
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E 

SE
NA

TE

THE SENATE SENDS THE BILL TO THE HOUSE

BILL HAS BEEN PASSED BY HOUSE AND SENATE

AMENDMENT: A change or 
addition to a bill
BILL: A proposed law 
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE: 
Five senators and five 
representatives who meet to 
resolve differences between 
a Senate and a House version     
of the same bill
FILIBUSTER: A tactic used to 
kill a bill or delay a vote in the 
Senate; a senator holds the 
floor by talking, without sitting 
down or leaving his or her desk
LOBBYIST: A person who 
meets with legislators to 
influence bills
MAJORITY: Vote of more than 
50 percent
OVERRIDE: Legislature can 
override a governor’s veto of a 
bill with a two-thirds vote from 

each chamber—the House of 
Representatives and Senate
QUORUM: Number of 
members required to 
officially start a meeting; 
two-thirds membership in 
either the Senate or House of 
Representatives
RESOLUTION: Used to 
propose an amendment to the 
Texas Constitution; can also 
take care of housekeeping 
functions of Legislature; 
statement of congratulations 
or honor
SPEAKER: Presiding officer of 
the House of Representatives
TERM: The length of time a 
political official may serve 
once elected
VETO: Governor’s rejection  
of a bill

Sources: Texas Legislature Online, Texas Legislative Council, Texas Senate, Texas House of Representatives

L E G I SL AT I V E

In Texas the lieutenant governor serves a four-year term, presides 
over the Senate, appoints Senate committee members and has the 
power to break a tie vote. With the Speaker of the House, he or she 
jointly chairs the Legislative Budget Board—which recommends 
budgets for all state government agencies—and is vice chairperson 
of the Legislative Audit Committee and Education Board.

The lieutenant governor also serves as governor if the governor 
dies, resigns, is absent from the state or is removed from office.

The minimum age for an individual to take the office of lieutenant 
governor is 30 years old, and he or she must be a Texas resident for 
five years as well as a U.S. citizen.

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR?

Compiled by Leslee Bassman • Design by Erin Behncke

A bill can be 
halted at any point 

in the legislative 
process

Bill becomes a law

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter at @impactnews_skl  and search 
for #CITxLege, or visit communityimpact.com

Make your Valentine’s Day Reservations  
Only $90/couple!

IT’S PART BREAKFAST.  
IT’S PART LUNCH. 

It’s A� ô Brunch! 
We have designed a menu with the 

whole family in mind.  
9AM - 3PM EVERY 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY!

WHAT’S BREAKFAST WITHOUT 
THE BUBBLY? 
Mimosas

$3 GLASSES • $12 CARAFES

$5 Bl� dy Marys
C O M E  J O I N  T H E  A L L Ô  B R U N C H  B U N C H ALLO MUSIQUE LIVE

EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT

126-B VINTAGE PARK BLVD.
832-843-7422
eatatallo.com

Follow us on Facebook for 
weekly specials!

New á la carte 
Brunch menu 

3 DIFFERENT EGGS BENEDICT • FRENCH TOAST 
BELGIAN WAFFLES • BYO OMELETTES AND SCRAMBLES 

CRÊPES • LIGHT BREAKFAST OPTIONS
CROISSANTS AND SCONES • KIDS MENU
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Sleek Lines to

Ornate Elegance.

HOUSTON | DALLAS | SAN ANTONIO | AUSTIN

billiardfactory.com

Introducing Billiard Factory’s  
Masterpiece Collection. 

Preserving the tradition of 

handcrafted works of art, these 

billiard tables are selected for their 

quality, form and craftsmanship and 

purveyed from around the world. 

Exclusive to the Billiard Factory 

and starting at $20,000 this unique 

collection combines quality hardwoods 

characterized by elegant tones and 

grains, sleek lines and imaginative 

designs. a reawakening of the pleasure 

of good living in an atmosphere 

reminiscent of elegance and style. 

sigtheater.com

6911 FM 1960 W
Houston, TX 77069

281-444-5740

Gessner Rd

Fallbrook Dr.

Horse
Race 
Track

249 8045 N. Sam Houston Pkwy W.
Houston, Texas 77064

www.steamboathousetx.com
832-912-1845 CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

Moses Austin was born in Connecticut in 1761 
and later moved to Virginia, where he and his 
brother acquired a lead mine.  In November 
of 1793, his son Stephen was born.  Years later 
he moved to what is now Missouri, which at 
that time was under Spanish rule.  He took an 
oath to the Spanish king and became a Spanish 
subject.  In 1800 Spain returned to France the 
part of Louisiana that was west of the Missis-
sippi River, then three years later France sold 
that land to the U.S.  Moses Austin was again 
a U.S. citizen.  Through the Louisiana Purchase 
the U.S. had a claim to Texas due to the unclear 
boundary lines of the Louisiana Purchase.  In 
1819 the boundary lines changed when the U.S. 
gave up any claim to Florida.  Thomas Je� erson 
had expressed that Texas should not be lost 
when he said, “Texas will become the richest 
state in the Union without any exception.” 

By 1820 Moses Austin had experienced several 
business failures.  Moses decided to go to Texas 
in an attempt to have a plan approved by Span-
ish authorities to bring 300 families to Texas.

On arrival in San Antonio, Moses met with 
Governor Martinez, who refused to examine 
the application and ordered Moses to leave San 
Antonio and Texas.  Moses left the governor’s 
o�  ce very dejected.  As he crossed the plaza, 
Austin met an old friend he had known years 
earlier, the Baron de Bastrop.  The Baron was 
on excellent terms with the governor, so he 
went to see Governor Martinez on Austin’s be-
half.  The Governor agreed to see Austin again.

At this friendlier meeting, Austin showed 
Martinez his papers, issued in 1797, making him 

a Spanish citizen.  Martinez granted Austin the 
right to move to Texas, but had to have Austin’s 
plan to bring 300 families into Texas, approved 
by the Commandant General of the Eastern 
Province, whose o�  ce was in San Antonio.  
On January 17, 1821, Moses Austin received 
permission to bring the 300 families to Texas.

Unfortunately, on his return trip to Missouri 
Austin got cold and wet and became ill.  His 
illness lingered, and on June 10, 1821, Moses 
Austin passed away.  His dying wish was that his 
son, Stephen Fuller Austin, would assume the 
project.  Upon learning of his father’s death and 
request, Stephen wrote to his mother, telling 
her he would take over the project.  Stephen 
made the trip to San Antonio and gained 
approval to continue the project in his father’s 
place.  He began the work of the colonization 
of Spanish Texas.

Stephen F. Austin did not live a year after Texas 
won independence.  He died in Columbia on 
December 27, 1836.  He was known as the 
“Father of Texas” for all he did for Texas.  After 
his co�  n was lowered into the grave, President 
Sam Houston had words of praise for Austin, 
he then picked up a handful of dirt and tossed 
it onto the co�  n and said, “The Father of Texas 
is no more!”  His remains were later moved to 
the state cemetery at Austin, Texas.

Visit Steamboat House, a fi ne Texas steak-
house, and a great Texas History Museum. I 
guarantee you will enjoy your visit and your 
meal.

– Charlie Fogarty KSJ, proprietor

TEXAS HISTORY LESSON #1001

STEAKS FROM ALLEN BROTHERS OF CHICAGOSTEAKS FROM ALLEN BROTHERS OF CHICAGOSTEAKS FROM ALLEN BROTHERS OF CHICAGO

A NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED STEAKHOUSE IN CY-FAIRA NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED STEAKHOUSE IN CY-FAIRA NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED STEAKHOUSE IN CY-FAIR

Tom Horan’s America’s Top Ten Steakhouses 5 YEARS IN A ROW

Tom Horan’s Texas Hall of Fame Steakhouses

MONDAY–FRIDAY LUNCH: 11am–2pm
MONDAY–SATURDAY DINNER: Beginning at 5pm

CLOSED SUNDAYS
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and Lion Players Theater Company present 
an original play as part of Black History 
Month. The play—written by Spring High 
School’s Akira LeBlanc and directed by 
Amber Gibson—helps audiences learn of the 
importance of black history through comedic 
dialogue, music, poetry and dance. 7 p.m. 
$5 (online), $10 (at the door). Performing Arts 
Center, 19428 I-45 N., Spring. 281-891-7000.  
www.lionplayerstheatreco.ticketleap.com

21 Suits and Boots
Wear a swimsuit and boots at Top 

Golf’s annual party. Each ticket holder gets 
a chance to win a trip to Cancun or a free 
entry for a party of six to Top Golf. Most of 
the proceeds will benefit the nonprofit Folds 
of Honor, which provides annual scholarships 
to military families of those who have been 
killed or disabled while in active duty. The 
bay rental also comes with three hours 
of play, six playing cards, winter apparel 
souvenirs for six people and one entry to one 
of the grand prizes. 8–11 p.m. $25 (general 
admission), $150 (bay rental). Top Golf 
Spring, 560 Spring Park Center Blvd., Spring. 
832-200-0106. www.topgolf.com

21 ‘A World of Song’ 
Students from Klein, Klein Collins, 

Klein Oak and Tomball high schools join 
forces to present this 15th annual choral 
concert performance. “A World of Song” 
features guest conductor Reed Criddle, the 
director of choral activities at Utah Valley 
University. 7:30 p.m. $6 (student or child), 
$10 (senior), $12 (adult). 6823 Cypresswood 
Drive, Spring. 281-440-4850.  
www.cypresscreekface.org

27 Klein German Festival 
Klein ISD presents the 44th 

annual event. Celebrating the area’s 
rich German heritage, the district works 
with Trinity Lutheran School to present 
an evening of German food, music 
and exhibition dances. Students from 
Bernshausen Elementary and Trinity 
Lutheran schools as well as the Henry 
Tannenberger German band and the Klein 

through 28
The Woodlands Marathon  
and Health Expo

The weekend-long event features 40 
exhibitors, including area health specialists, 
nutrition and fitness experts and other retailers. 
Races include a full marathon, half marathon, 
marathon relay, 5K run and a 2K family fun 
run. 3–7 p.m. (Feb. 26 expo), 10 a.m.–8 p.m. 
(Feb. 27), 7 a.m. (races begin on Feb. 28). 
Various prices available online. The Woodlands 
Waterway Marriott, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive, 
The Woodlands.  
www.thewoodlandsmarathon.com
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12 through 22 
‘The Complete Works of  

William Shakespeare’
The Texas Repertory Theatre presents two 
hours of fast-paced Shakespeare featuring 
three actors performing 37 plays and 154 
sonnets. 7:30 p.m. (Feb. 12 and 19), 8 p.m. 
(Feb. 13, 14, 20 and 21), 3 p.m. (Feb. 15 
and 22). $18–$38. Texas Repertory Theatre, 
14243 Stuebner Airline Road, Houston.  
281-583-7573. www.texreptheatre.org

12 through May 16 
‘Painting in the Texas Tradition: 

Contemporary Texas Regionalism’
The Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine Arts 
presents this exhibition, courtesy of William 
Reaves Fine Art. The museum showcases 28 
artworks in painting, drawing and printmaking 
with the artists providing a modern look at 
the Texas landscape, Texas traditions and the 
people of the state. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. (Mon.–
Wed., Fri.–Sat.), 10 a.m.–8 p.m. (Thu.), Free. 
Smith Foyer, Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine 
Arts, 6815 Cypresswood Drive, Spring.  
281-376-6322. www.pearlmfa.org 

13 through 14  
Splash into Savings

The spring sales event by Just Between 
Friends offers children’s and maternity items, 
including clothes, shoes, toys and games. 
A portion of the proceeds benefit nonprofit 
Northwest Assistance Ministries, which helps 
those in need in the Greater Houston area. 
Donations of gently used clothing and other 
items are also accepted. 9 a.m.–7 p.m. $2. 
Legends Sports Complex, 602 Pruitt Road, 
Spring. 281-467-3111.  
www.thewoodlands.jbfsale.com

13 through March 1 
‘The Secret Garden’

The Houston Family Arts Center presents 
the musical, based on the 1911 novel by 
Francess Burnett. “Secret Garden” tells the 
story of Mary Lennox, a spoiled orphan who 
experiences a transformation after learning 
of a secret garden. 7:30 p.m. (Feb. 13, 14, 
20, 21, 27 and 28), 3 p.m. (Feb. 15, 22 and 
March 1). $15–$26. Houston Family Arts 
Center, Garza Main Stage, 10760 Grant 
Road, Houston. 281-587-6100.  
www.houstonfac.com

16 through March 2 
Great Museums of the World

Art history enthusiasts can attend this lecture 
series from the Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine 
Arts. Director Tim Novak examines the works 
within the world’s greatest art museums. 
The Feb. 16 lecture studies the Galleria Degli 
Uffizi in Florence, Italy while the Feb. 23 
lecture discusses The Metropolitan Museum 
of Art in New York City and the March 2 
lecture focuses on The Museum of Fine Arts 
in Boston. 6:30–8 p.m. Free. Smith Foyer, 
Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine Arts,  
6815 Cypresswood Drive, Spring.  
281-376-6322. www.pearlmfa.org 

19 through 21 
‘Black History: Lessons in 

Rhyme, Rhythm, and Reality’ 
The Spring High School Theater Department 

CALENDAR
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Worth the TRIP

Compiled by Ariel Carmona Jr. and Carrie Taylor

Find more or submit Spring/Klein 
events at impactnews.com/skl.

To have Spring/Klein events 
considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by 
the fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

High School men’s choir perform.  
$9 (adults), $5 (kids). Ticket price includes 
an authentic German meal. 5–7 p.m. 
(dinner), 7 p.m. (live performances begin). 
Klein High School, 16715 Stuebner Airline 
Road, Spring. 832-249-4000.  
www.kleinisd.net

March 

07 Zydeco Soul
Event attendees enjoy live Zydeco 

music and dancing and a performance by 
Marcus Ardion and The Zydeco Legendz. 
Louisiana-style boiled crawfish is served. 8 
p.m.–midnight. $10 (adults and children age 
12 and older). Cross Track Event Center, 200 
Magnolia St., Spring.  
www.facebook.com/zydecosoul

07 Swingle Singers concert
World-renowned and Grammy 

Award-winning a cappella group The Swingle 
Singers bring their vocal talents to The 
Centrum. The group performs folk ballads, 
folk jams and fugues as part of its 50th year 
celebration concert. 8 p.m. $35 (bronze 
level), $45 (silver level), $50 (gold level), $65 
(platinum level). The Centrum,  
6823 Cypresswood Drive, Spring.  
281-440-4850. www.cypresscreekface.org

14 2015 Backstage Bash
The Texas Repertory Theatre Guild 

presents a dinner and Broadway review 
in honor of the theater’s 10th anniversary. 
A performance of “Showboat,” a musical 
cabaret featuring many of Broadway’s 
greatest hits, is held throughout dinner. 
Proceeds from the event benefit The 
Texas Repertory Theatre. 6:30 p.m. $150 
(individual), $250 (preferential seating and 
VIP event), $1,500 (table of 10). The Junior 
League of Houston, 1811 Briar Oaks Lane, 
Houston. 281-455-8203.  
www.texreptheatre.org

SAVE
BIG
IN SPRING

Stop by our office 
for a free auto quote 
and see how much 

you could save.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are 
not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a 
registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance 
Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. 
Subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2014. © 2014 GEICO

713-224-3426 
1403 Spring Cypress Road

Spring, TX  
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Whitmeyer’s Distilling Co.

      H
ollister St.

1960

Whitmeyer brothers Chris (left) and Travis (right) founded Whitmeyer’s Distilling Co. in Spring 2012.
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Whitmeyer’s Distilling Co.
Spirit makers proud to serve Houston locals

W hile stationed in Germany 
shortly after the terrorist 
attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, U.S. 

Army veteran Travis Whitmeyer  
discovered his passion for distilling 
alcohol from a girl he was dating whose 
family made their own alcohol. 

“The family that I learned from in Ger-
many, they made all kinds of stuff: beer, 
wine, ciders [and] schnapps,” he said. 
“They basically took whatever produce 
they had on their farms and turned it 
into alcohol as a way to preserve it. It’s 
pretty common over there.” 

Travis turned his love of distilling into 
a thriving family-owned and -operated 
business by opening Whitmeyer’s  
Distilling Co. in Spring three years ago.

Recognizing there were only a couple 
of distilleries in Harris County, he 
recruited his brother Chris and father, 
Wesley. The trio focused on what they 
believed was an underserved niche in a 
huge metropolitan area; serving a city 
which, at the time, had 18–20 breweries 
and a handful of wineries, but only two 
or three businesses producing spirits.

However, founding one of Houston’s 
first distilleries came with obstacles as 
the Whitmeyers discovered selling spirits 
is a heavily regulated industry with  
federal, state and local taxes attached. 

“The absolute biggest challenge after 
you get [the company] up and running 
and get through the red tape is shelf 
space,” Chris said. “That’s the most 
expensive real estate in our industry. 
That’s where the real battles are fought.”

Chris said the business struggles 
convincing liquor store owners they will 

make money on Whitmeyer’s products. 
“We’re kind of hamstrung by the law 

and the fact that we can’t walk into a 
bar with our bottles and let the owners 
sample it,” he said. “We have to [work]
with our distributor, so that limits us.”

Despite the red tape involved with get-
ting the company up and running, Travis 
said he still enjoys the distilling process. 

“It’s soothing, and it’s an opportunity 
to work for ourselves and create some-
thing and share it,” Travis said. “That 
makes you feel good.”

The Whitmeyers said they also enjoy 
the growing trend toward supporting 
and dealing with local businesses. 

“People are more and more moving 
towards supporting local businesses, and 
that definitely gave us an edge,” Travis 
said. “Couple that with the fact that—for 
a while—we were kind of the first over 
the wall pioneering [the industry], and it 
caught a lot of people’s attention.” 

Some of the more popular products are 
Space City Vodka, Texas Peach Whiskey 
and limited release items that are only 
available in the 4,500-square-foot facility. 
Whitmeyer’s also offers the Moonshine 
Whiskey and Texas Single Barrel. 

Since the Texas Distillery Act passed 
in September 2013, allowing distillers in 
Texas to serve mixed drinks and bottles 
directly to the public, Whitmeyer’s has 
become a tourist destination. 

Plans for expanding the business in the 
future include launching two to five new 
products—including a new gin—and 
expanding distribution into Nebraska, 
Louisiana, Arkansas and Oklahoma, the 
Whitmeyers said. 

16721 Hollister St., Bldg. 5, Ste. G 
Spring • 713-623-1637
www.whitmeyers.com 
Hours: Tours available Saturdays  
at 2 p.m. and 4 p.m.

Whitmeyer’s drink recipes
Space City Sunrise
• 1 part Whitmeyer’s Space City Vodka
• 2 parts lemonade
• Juice from half of a lime 
• Garnish with twisted lime peel

Galveston Island Tea
• 1.5 parts Whitmeyer’s Texas  

Peach Whiskey
• 2 parts peach iced tea
• 1 part lemon/lime soda
• Splash of cherry grenadine
• Garnish with cherry

The Houstonian
• 2 ounces Whitmeyer’s Texas Bourbon
• 1 sugar cube
• 1-2 dashes aromatic bitters
• Orange zest
• Muddle sugar and bitters together before 

adding remaining ingredients
• Garnish with cherry and orange peel

Tour information
Informational tours of the facility are held every Saturday at 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. Samples are pro-
vided during the tours, which run about three hours, and patrons can also purchase products at 
the store. A $10 fee is required to reserve a party. Reservations can be made online, and special 
offers through Facebook and other websites can be redeemed by calling 713-623-1637.

Space City Vodka is a popular product. 

Whitmeyer’s makes a variety of spirits. 

Several of Whitmeyer’s spirits can be sampled 
during company tours every Saturday.

By Ariel Carmona Jr.

BUSINESS

AUTOMOTIVE

First Class Service

AUTOMOTIVE

Louetta

www.LouettaAuto.comwww.LouettaAuto.com

Mon-Fri  7am-7pm

Saturday  7am-6pm

Mon-Fri  7am-7pm

Saturday  7am-6pm

Mon-Fri  7am-7pm

Saturday  7am-6pm

Mon-Fri  7am-7pm

Saturday  7am-6pm

8330 Cypresswood Dr.   832.559.3427

Located at the corner of  

Champion Forest & Cypresswood, behind Kroger
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 Most vehicles. Service must total $500 prior to 

sales tax to qualify. Cannot be combined with any 

other coupon/special offer. Limited time offer.

25

$

O
F

F

50

$

ANY SERVICE $500 OR MORE

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

 Most vehicles. Service must total $999 prior to 

sales tax to qualify. Cannot be combined with any 

other coupon/special offer. Limited time offer.

 Most vehicles. Service must total $150 prior to 

sales tax to qualify. Cannot be combined with any 

other coupon/special offer. Limited time offer.

O
F

F

125

$

ANY SERVICE $999 OR MORE

SERVICE SUPERSAVER 3-PACK

O
F
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10

$

O
F
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7

$

STATE INSPECTION DISCOUNT

XCICA21502

Receive $7 OFF regularly state mandated fee for annual emissions 

inspection. Regular price $39.75. Texas state law specifies that inspection fee 

must be paid regardless of  pass or fail. Coupon valid for emissions inspections 

only. Cannot be combined with any other coupons or special offers. Limited time.

b

OFFICIAL VEHICLE

INSPECTION STATION

.

.

.

.

ALSO INCLUDES 21 PT INSPECTION

Discount applies to regularly priced oil changes only.

Cannot combine with any other special offers or discounts. Limited time.

Change Oil

New Oil Filter 

Check Fluids

Set Tire Pressure

XCICA11502

XCICA31502 XCICA41502 XCICA51502

ANY SERVICE $150 OR MORE

(most cases)

OPEN SATURDAY

3 Yr / 36,000 Mile Warranty

Import & Domestic Service

ASE Certified Technicians

Customer Shuttle Service

Same Day Service

State Inspection Station

Free Written Estimates

Factory Maintenance

Free Loaner Cars*

0% Financing Available

Post-Repair Follow Up Call

(All Makes 

& Models)

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

*major repairs
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Just Burgers
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Just Burgers features a wide selection of specialty burgers, such as the Slap Yo’ Momma ($9.99). 
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Just Burgers
New owners bring class to Spring burger joint

A sign outside Just Burgers reminds 
customers the burger shop is 
chef-owned, a source of pride for 

owners Ambrose and Amber Pina. After 
taking over the restaurant in 2012 and 
making changes, the couple is starting to 
see the fruits of their labor. 

Although the restaurant had been at its 
location directly across from Klein High 
School for six years, the new owners said it 
languished because of an image problem. 

“We just needed to change everything 
from customer service to the food,” 
Ambrose said. “My hope was that people 
walked out of here saying ‘I would have 
paid more for that.’”

The chef and his wife upgraded the 
burger meat to certified Black Angus beef, 
began making fresh onion rings and pret-
zel buns and updated the atmosphere from 
a fast-food dive to a restaurant serving 
fresh, made-to-order fare. 

“Being a chef in this world means if you 
are going to pull stuff out of a freezer or a 
microwave, you don’t deserve to wear the 
jacket,” Ambrose said. 

Ambrose graduated as the top chef from 
Houston’s Alain & Marie LeNotre Culi-
nary School. He found a niche working for 
upscale retirement facilities where he said 
residents demanded fine dining. 

For his part, Ambrose knew he wanted 
to be a chef when he was 
8 years old. 

“It was because of Mama,” Ambrose 
said. “[On] Mother’s Day, I made Mama 
pancakes and eggs over easy, fresh brewed 
coffee and squeezed orange juice.”

The restaurant owner said he loved the 
way he made his mother feel that day, and 
added that he became a chef to share part 
of himself with every meal he serves. 

Originally from southwest Houston, 
Ambrose met Amber seven years ago after 
he moved to take a position as an execu-
tive chef at Martini’s and More, formerly 
located at Louetta Road and Hwy. 249. She 
came into the restaurant looking for a 
part-time job. 

Amber said she had little experience 
with food before meeting her husband, 
adding that she had a background in 
legal work after spending four years 
in college studying law and two years 
studying accounting.  

“I do this strictly to support my hus-
band,” she said. 

The couple said Just Burgers initially 
struggled when they bought the business 
in spring 2012. The restaurant was shut 
down most days between April and July 
2012 for repairs. Then a Fuddruckers loca-
tion opened down the street. 

The couple said finances were so bad 
they were almost evicted from their home 
at one point. They pawned their wed-
ding bands four times just to stay open. 

Ambrose said he did everything he 

could think of to promote the restaurant. 
The Pinas said improved customer 

service helped the eatery slowly build up 
the client base they had expected when 
they first bought the business. 

Putting her accounting and legal edu-
cation to use, Amber said she considers 
herself the brains behind the operation. 

“I basically find a way to support this 
place,” she said. “I [am responsible for] 
the number crunching and legality of it 
all. I do all the ordering, all the adminis-
trative and managerial work.” 

The owners hope to continue growing 
and improving the business with plans 
for remodeling and renovating the din-
ing area in the near future. 

“We’re trying to upgrade some stuff 
so it’s not so much of a dive anymore,” 
Amber said. “I am trying to [save some] 
money so we can do that.”

DINING

16724 Stuebner Airline Road
Spring • 281-251-4848
www.justburgers2012.com
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–9 p.m. 

Owner and chef Ambrose Pina bought Just 
Burgers with his wife, Amber, in spring 2012. 

The restaurant’s burgers—such as the Hawaiian ($9.99)—are made with certified Black Angus beef. The 
meat upgrade was one of many changes made by the new owners after purchasing the eatery in 2012. 

By Ariel Carmona Jr.

Nice buns!

10
years

perfecting his 
culinary skills

Chef Ambrose 
Pina worked

2012

The Pinas 
took over 

restaurant in

Customer favorites
• Chubbs: The specialty burger is made with 

two slices of American cheese and two 
slices of bacon ($9.99). 

• Slap Yo’ Momma: A custom burger is 
topped with cheddar cheese, a hand-cut 
onion ring and Tapatio hot sauce, barbecue 
sauce and Ancho mayo ($9.99).

• Hawaiian: This specialty burger is made 
with grilled pineapple, teriyaki honey glaze, 
jalapenos, pepper jack cheese and Ancho 
mayo ($9.99).

• California: A favorite among female cus-
tomers, this burger is topped with pepper 
jack cheese, bacon and sliced avocados 
($9.99).

15
Serves

speciality 
burgers

25450 KUYKENDAHL SUITE 300 • TOMBALL
832-761-7894  |  WWW.PARKWAYER.COM
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Preserve Way. 
In between 

Woodforest Bank & 
Stripes gas stationIN-NETWORK, IN QUICK, OUT FAST

GETTING YOU BACK TO

EXPLORING NEW TRAILSTAMING THE JUNGLE SAVING THE WORLD

WHEN YOU SHOULD COME IN 

Chest Pain or Stroke

Injury or Trauma

Allergic Reaction

Illness

Hufsmith Rd. 
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S pring is home to the largest skate 
park in North America after Spring 
Skate Park opened in August. The 

second largest skate park in the world 
continues to thrive mostly because of its 
international appeal. 

Sally Bradford, executive director for 
the Greenspoint Redevelopment Author-
ity, conceived the idea of Spring Skate 
Park after asking a group of teenagers in 
2009 what they wanted to see in Spring. 

“A lot of the kids up in this area, they 
don’t have the funds to play tennis or golf 
or enroll in Little League,” she said. “They 

can go to a skate park with a skateboard 
and a helmet, and they’re set.”

However, the park also caters to skaters 
from throughout the world with skaters 
from as far away as Australia and Chile 
frequenting the park. Bradford said the 
park’s popularity has exceeded expecta-
tions with as many as 1,000 people skating 
there at a time during favorable weather. 

Funded through a tax increment 
reinvestment zone as part of the 10-acre 
Spring Recreational Area, construction 
on the skate park began in January 2013. 
The skate park features more than 75,000 

square feet of skate surface area that 
includes a competition-scale bowl with 
a full pipe and a 12-foot vertical ramp, 
a 10-foot bowl, banked walls and speed 
hips, Bradford said. 

The Spring Recreation Area also houses 
Dylan Park—a wheelchair-accessible park 
for special needs children. Dylan Park 
provides a skating area for wheelchairs 
and can host various wheelchair games.  

Bradford said the skateboard venue 
plans to hold three major events a year 
and is currently negotiating a deal with 
potential sponsors.

Spring Skate Park
Largest skate park in North America draws international appeal

CLOSE-UP

By Ariel Carmona Jr. and Connor Hyde

1  Spring Skate Park has more than 75,000 square 
feet of skate surface and includes various amenities.

2  Competitive skater Jeremy Smith skates 
through the full pipe located at the east end of  
the park.

3  Smith executes a frontside smith grind at 
Spring Skate Park’s clam shell bowl. 

4  Competitive skater Adam Wiggins completes a 
frontside ollie over a channel at Spring Skate Park. 

Spring Skate Park

45

                         K
uykendahl R

d.

       Rankin Rd.

12351 Kuykendahl Road, Houston 
www.facebook.com/springtexasskatepark 
Hours: Mon., Wed.–Sat. 8 a.m.–10 p.m., 
Sun. 10 a.m.–9 p.m.
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 March 28  KSBJ Anniversary Concert  
  with MercyMe

 April 1 Nickelback

 April 22 The Peking Acrobats  
  with the Houston Symphony

 April 24 Tony Bennett 
  and Lady Gaga

 April 25 Chris Tomlin with Tenth 
  Avenue North & Rend Collective

 May 1 Elton John

 May 2  ZZ Top and Jeff Beck

 May 7  Lana Del Rey with 
  Courtney Love

 May 8  Beethoven & Bartok 
  with the Houston Symphony

 May 15  “The Magic Flute” 
  with Houston Grand Opera

 May 16  Dave Matthews Band

 May 28 Jimmy Buffett &  
  the Coral Reefer Band

 May 29  The Music of Led Zeppelin  
  with the Houston Symphony

 May 30 Train with The Fray &   
  Matt Nathanson

 June 12 Disney in Concert 
  with the Houston Symphony

 July 3 Star-Spangled Salute 
  with the Houston Symphony

 July 30  “Old Time Rock ‘n’ Roll” 
  with the Houston Symphony

 July 31  Idina Menzel

 Aug. 8  5 Seconds of Summer

 Sept. 4 Slipknot with Lamb of  
  God, Bullet for My Valentine 
  & Motionless in White

 Sept. 10  Music of the Americas
  with the Houston Symphony

 Oct. 1  Mixed Repertory Program  
  with Houston Ballet

 Oct. 23  Hocus Pocus Pops 
  with the Houston Symphony

 Nov. 14-15  20th Annual 
    Children’s Festival
* subject to change without notice

Ranked #2 amphitheater
in the world based on the

number of tickets sold.
-Pollstar magazine

2015 Season Sneak Peek*
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M embers of the Hous-
ton Titans semipro-
fessional football 

team in Spring agree there is 
more to being part of the orga-
nization than being successful 
on the field. The developmental 
squad attributes its success to 
the family atmosphere fostered 
by wearing a Titans uniform. 

“This team is based on guys 
who want to perfect their craft 
and become better as athletes 
and as people,” Titans owner 
Rodrick Peters said.

The Houston Titans are part 
of the Texas-based Crossroads 
Amateur Football League, a 
six-year-old league that features 
amateur teams throughout the 
state. The Titans finished 10-0 
during their inaugural season in 
2014, but were eliminated from 
the playoffs in the semifinals.

Peters, a Spring Branch ISD 
police officer and former athlete 
at Klein Forest High School, 

has owned the team through its 
first two seasons. Although the 
team plays its home games at the 
British School of Houston on 
Saturdays, the Titans practice at 
Klein Forest High School. 

“We practice in this area 
because this is an area that has 
an abundant pool of talent,” 
Peters said. “A lot of these guys 
don’t receive the chance in high 
school, so we are the second shot 
at doing something that they 
love and people enjoy watching.”

Peters said several of the ath-
letes attended local schools, such 
as Klein Forest, Klein, Spring 
and Westfield high schools. 

Although the team is consid-
ered semiprofessional, neither 
players nor coaches are paid. 

“The main reason for that is 
because the athletes would lose 
all NCAA eligibility, and that 
would defeat the purpose of this 
organization,” Peters said. 

Peters said players pay $250 

per year to join the league. The 
fee covers their uniforms, team 
shirts and film so athletes have 
footage to provide schools. 

“They are a group of great 
guys, and I look at it as a family,” 
said Jamelle Thorne, 23-year old 
Titans wide receiver. “You got 
my back, and I got yours.” 

Although Thorne said his 
motivation is to win, the Jeffer-
son Davis High School graduate 
hopes to improve and eventually 
play at a higher level of football. 

Brandon Cormier, 28, joined 
the team last year. A former 
Nimitz High School Cougars 
athlete, Cormier hopes to one 
day play for the U.S. Men’s 
Eagles national rugby team. 

“I just come ready to work,” 
Cormier said. “I expect to 
always get better and have met 
some great people.” 

For more information, visit 
www.facebook.com/northhous-
ton.titans. 

Semipro team provides local 
athletes chance to play football

ENTERTAINMENT

The Titans huddle up before a Jan. 18 practice at Klein Forest High School.

The developmental football team runs through drills preparing for another season. 

Remaining season schedule
Home games are played at the British School of Houston, located at 4211 
Watonga Blvd., Houston. Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for children. 

• Feb. 21: Home against Texas Blazin’ Bulls 
• Feb. 28: Home against Texas Dark Knights
• March 7: Away at Brazoria County Razorbacks 
• March 21: Home against Wharton County Panthers
• March 28: Away at Baytown Thunder
• April 11: Away at Texas Outlaws
• April 25: Away at Texans Blazin’ Bulls
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By Ariel Carmona Jr.

Strong in Knowledge.
Strong in Results.

Two Hughes Landing •  1790 Hughes Landing Boulevard  •  Suite 200 

The Woodlands, TX 77380  •  281.367.1222  •  www.thestrongfirm.com

Comprehensive Estate Planning
A personalized approach to make an estate plan 
work for you and your family

Living Wills & Trusts
Helping to understand the advantages of various 
structures and approaches in order to protect 
your loved ones and your assets

Powers of Attorney
Granting authority to chosen agents who can act 
on your behalf in the event of your incapacity

Business Succession Planning
Working to assure maximization of company 
value for owners and their successors

Special Needs Trusts
Customized approaches to help beneficiaries and 
preserve assets

Will Contests
A strong advocate in resolving disputes among 
potential heirs

Probate Administration
Guidance and simplification during the process of 
handling of an estate following a loved one’s passing

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Call today to set up an initial consultation.

Real Estate Oil, Gas & Energy Business Law Commercial Litigation

Center: Bret Strong, attorney, managing shareholder;
from left: attorneys Adam Looney, Royce Lanning, Wendy Lambie, Eric R. Thiergood, Sr., Kyla Wilder, Brian Albert 

Estate Planning & Probate

Strong Estate Plan revision 3 new 6_Layout 1  1/28/15  2:36 PM  Page 1
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Sponsored by:
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Luncheon Speakers

 
 

Keynote:

 

David Stover President and CEO
 

Noble Energy 

Commissioner
 R. Jack Cagle
 Harris County

 Precinct 4

 

Friday, March 27, 2015

 

7:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

 

Lone Star College - University Park

 

20515 SH 249, Houston, TX 77070

 

 
 

 
Dr. Pat Guseman

President 
Population and 
Survey Analysts

 

 

Peter Beard  
Sr. V.P. Workforce 

Development 
Greater Houston  

Partnership 
 

Bill Gilmer 
Director   

Institute for  
Regional  

Forecasting,  
Bauer College of  
Business U of H 

Individual registrations prior to March 16, 2015 - $70; after March 16, - $80  
Luncheon Only - $40 

View program details and register online at www.HoustonNWChamber.org  
 

Sponsorships & Showcase Booths Available! 
Houston Northwest Chamber of Commerce 

3920 Cypress Creek Parkway, Suite 120 
Houston, TX 77068 

281-440-4160  
www.HoustonNWChamber.org 

Sal Mira 
Executive  
Director 

LSCS Small  
Business  

Development Center 
 

Dr. Marshall 
Schott 

Associate Vice-
Chancellor,  

Academic Affairs 
LSCS 

J. David Thompson III 
Attorney,  

Thompson &  
Horton LLP 

 

Sanaz Harirchian, M.D.
Facial Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery
Ear, Nose, and Throat Specialist

Sreekrishna Donepudi, M.D.
Ear, Nose, and Throat Specialist

Our Specialists Provide:
Adult & Pediatric ENT Diseases & Disorders • Evaluation of Snoring and Sleep Apnea

Advanced Techniques for Sinus Surgery • Evaluation & Treatment of Hearing Loss

Surgical Intervention for Head & Neck Tumors • Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery of the Face

800 Peakwood Drive, Suite 5D
Houston, TX, 77090
832-352-2498
SpringMedicalAssociates.comCypress Creek Parkway

N

45

832-353-2498

Fun•Fair•Positive
Soccer

Making Youth Sports FUN Again!

For more info or to sign up go to 
www.FFPS.org or call 800.828.7529 (PLAY)

Sign Up Early and Save $5
Sign Ups End March 23

• Very Affordable  • Two Payment Plans Available

Full Uniform & Trophy to All!
Girls & Boys: 4-18 years old
• No Travel: All games played 

locally - 22 locations

• One practice per week

• All 8 Games on Saturdays 
beginning April 11 - End May 30

“FFPS lives up to its name. 
FFPS has the right philosophy.”

Phil Bradshaw, The Woodlands 

FFPS is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization
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Texas Repertory Theatre         Stuebner Airline Rd.

Artistic director Steven Fenley opened up the Texas Repertory Theatre with colleagues in spring 2006. 
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Texas Repertory Theatre
Venue thrives thanks to talent, community 

A rtistic Director Steve Fenley 
recalls spending the last $500 he 
and the other founders of Texas 

Repertory Theatre had back in the spring 
of 2005 to rent out a ballroom at a nearby 
Hilton hotel for a fundraiser.  

The group had one goal in mind: raise 
funding to help build a professional theater 
in North Houston. 

Fenley said the group walked away with 
about $15,000 in seed money for the the-
ater thanks the efforts of about  
75 local community leaders. By the time 
the theater opened at its existing location 
on Stuebner Airline Road in February 
2006, he said the theater already had 300 
season ticket holders. 

“For that many people to take a chance 
on a theater that hadn’t even produced a 
play, that’s just a testament to our commu-
nity,” Fenley said. 

Nine years later, and the theater has 
beaten the odds as it finishes its 10th sea-
son this spring. 
Fenley said the 
average start-up 
theater in the 
U.S. lasts about 
nine months. 
He credited the 
quality of the 
theater for its success as the only profes-
sional theater in the Greater Houston area 
outside of Loop 610 . 

“When people come here, they see 
things that are comparable to theaters that 
have been around for 30 years or more in 
[Houston],” he said. 

Unlike a community theater, which 
can take three months to prepare a show, 
Fenley said Texas Repertory Theatre can 
put on a show in 3 1/2 weeks. 

“We can’t afford to be dark very long,” 
Fenley said. “You’ve got to turn a show 
over, and get the doors back open, and get 
people coming in to buy tickets. With our 

schedule, I have to have top-notch talent.” 
Fenley still remembers the hair stand-

ing up on the back of his neck as the first 
words were spoken in the theater’s inau-
gural play “Our Town,” announcing the 
theater to the world. Fast forward to the 
present and with the 10th season winding 
down, the theater will close “The Com-
plete Works of William Shakespeare” this 
month, the theater’s 82nd play. 

The end of this season will also see 
Fenley reprise a role as one of his personal 
heroes, C.S. Lewis, in “Shadowlands” in 
March. The artistic director said he enjoys 
the roles of both actor and director, and 
each provides a different kind of thrill. 

However, he has not always been inter-
ested in theater. Fenley said many years 
ago he began his foray into theater as a 
magician taking acting classes because 
he thought it would help his magic tricks. 
After doing theater work in Houston for 
several years, he went to the University of 

South Carolina to get 
his master’s degree. 

Fenley said it was 
right after graduate 
school that the vision 
for a professional 
theater really gained 
traction. Many of 

his colleagues have moved on, but Fenley 
remains to run the theater with the help of 
Technical Director Trey Otis, the board of 
trustees, more than 130 volunteers and his 
mother Marinell Mendoza, the theater’s 
director of development.  

“It’s a fulfillment, a vision that we actu-
ally had for about 20 years,” said Mendoza, 
a resident of the area since 1975. “This area 
was growing so much that we recognized 
the fact that if we didn’t do it, somebody 
else would.” 

More than a decade later, Fenley said he 
is proud the theater has contributed more 
than $9 million in economic impact to the 

COMMUNITY

14243 Stuebner Airline Road
Houston • 281-583-7573
www.texreptheatre.org

10th season schedule:
• Feb. 12–22: “The Complete Works of  

William Shakespeare”

• March 19–April 12: “Shadowlands” 

• May 7–31: “The Odd Couple”

• July 2–Aug. 2: “Smokey Joe’s Café”  

To purchase tickets or for more informa-
tion, visit www.texreptheatre.org.

Fundraising
The Texas Repertory Theatre cannot survive 
on ticket sales alone. The theater’s website 
has more information on how to donate. 
For more information on an upcoming 
fundraising event, turn to Page 15. 

Planned 11th season 
productions:
• “Becky’s New Car” 
• “A… My Name is Alice”
• “Inspecting Carol” 
• “Romeo and Juliet”
• “Hair Like the Sun” (world premiere play)
• “Hay Fever” 
• “Chicago”  

The season begins in August.  
Times and dates are yet to be determined.

By Matt Stephens

community—from the vendors at the the-
ater to the materials bought to build sets. 

“People think the arts are something 
that’s a quality of life issue, and to have it, 
most people think you have to pay for it,” 
he said. “The truth is when you invest in 
the arts that residual impact is incredible. 
That economic impact spreads out, and I’m 
really proud of that.” 

The theater could soon influence the 
community in a different way as Texas 
Repertory Theatre has plans with the Lone 
Star College–University Park for a new 
theater on the campus that would act as a 
teaching theater to students receiving their 
associate degrees in art. 

Fenley said the theater is in the design 
phase, but does not know when construc-
tion would begin. However, he is excited 
for the opportunity to work with young 
theater students and grow the next genera-
tion of theater artisans. 

 “We’ve got to get people hooked on 
[theater],” Fenley said. “And preparing 
those audiences of the future is one of the 
things we’ve got to do.”  
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in Spring/Klein!
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Visit ryland.com for more information.

1. Gleannloch Farms - Homes from the $300’s

2. Preserve at Northampton - Homes from the $210’s

3. Retreat at Augusta Pines - Homes from the low $400’s 

4. Vistas at Klein Lake - Spring 2015

5. Laurel Park - Homes from the mid $200’s

“When people come here, they 
see things that are compara-
ble to theaters that have been 
around for 30 years.”

—Artistic Director Steven Fenley 
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having that relationship [with sex traffick-
ers] before they even leave the house now.” 

Getting into the sex trade can be easy 
for the victims, but getting out can be diffi-
cult, Ward said. Although victims are often 
picked up by law enforcement or speak 
with nongovernmental organizations, they 
often go right back to the trade because of 
the dependency victims develop on their 
traffickers. 

“It’s a form of modern-day slavery,”  
Cannon said. “Typically, these are persons 
who feel they are working what they feel is 
maybe earning a living or a way to make 
money. But then they’re having to give the 
majority of that money to a pimp or a per-
son who’s housing them or holding them.” 

Enforcing the law 
Since Hickman created the REU in 2009, 

the unit has conducted 448 inspections of 

massage parlors, game rooms and other 
suspicious businesses in and around Pre-
cinct 4, resulting in 720 charges being filed. 

Cannon said law enforcement generally 
targets the prostitution side of trafficking 
because it attacks the supply and demand 
of the traffickers. He said the constable’s 
office uses undercover operations and 
often just walk up and knock on the door 
to investigate a suspicious business. Find-
ing those in charge of the trafficking rings 
can be difficult, however. 

“Our goal is to find those who are run-
ning the ring, but in doing that, we have to 
start at that base level,” he said. “We have to 
find a way to interview these people, and 
that’s what our investigators do.”

Ward said the changes in county regu-
lations in 2011 have allowed the consta-
ble’s office to attack human trafficking on 
another level, in addition to the state occu-
pations code and the state attorney’s office. 

“On top of that, we also work with fed-
eral authorities that have their own human 

trafficking enforcement powers under Title 
18,” Ward said. 

Chapter 77 of Title 18 in the U.S. 
Code contains several provisions that  
target human trafficking, according to the 
Department of Justice. 

The Harris County Precinct 4 constable’s 
office works closely with other law enforce-
ment agencies, including the FBI, the 
Department of Public Safety and the Hous-
ton Police Department. Cannon said Ward 
and the REU also work with the constable 
office’s high-tech crimes unit. 

“The Internet is wonderful, but it’s also 
proved to be a huge obstacle and a hurdle 
we have to contend with,” Ward said. 

Cannon said about 80 percent of regis-
tered sex offenders have been convicted of 
child exploitation. In targeting child preda-
tors, he said it also helps attack sex traffick-
ing on a different front.  

“Not only do you hit it on the street 
like we’re doing with the human traffick-
ing, [but] you also have to go out on the 

websites to see what’s going on there,” he 
said. “That’s a whole other side of that, and 
out of that child pornography group comes 
more exploitation and trafficking.” 

Helping the victims 
In the last 10 months, Ward said the 

constable’s office has rescued eight victims. 
Cannon and Ward said they work with sev-
eral different agencies to help the victims 
once they have been rescued, including 
nongovernmental organizations, such as 
Redeemed Ministries and Home of Hope. 

Founded in 2005, Redeemed Ministries 
focuses on providing trauma-informed 
aftercare for domestic adult women who 
have been victims of sex trafficking, Execu-
tive Director Dennis Mark said. The orga-
nization also emphasizes advocacy and 
engages the community as well as the Texas 
Legislature on trafficking issues. 

Operating in north Houston, Redeemed 
Ministries purchased land for a safe house 
in Brazos County four years ago. The 

human trafficking victims 
across the world, including  

20.9 million
5.5 million children

A GLOBAL EPIDEMIC NATIONAL NUMBERS

Top 5 states 

Sex trafficking
Continued from | 1

Forced labor and  
human trafficking is a 

$150 billion
industry worldwide

100,000 children
estimated to be in the sex 
trade in U.S. each year
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The National Human Trafficking Resource Center has reported 13,205 reported hu-
man trafficking cases from 2012 to 2014. Cases may involve multiple victims and 
include males and females, foreign nationals and U.S. citizens, adults and minors. 13,205 reported cases

A Compounding Pharmacy 
that is committed to serving physicians 
and patients by fi nding creative 
solutions to unique medical situations.

Nutritionist on site!

281.251.0904
Dr. Kendra McMullin and Dr. Tim Schroeder

GRAND OPENING 

COMING SOON! 

8344 Spring Cypress Rd, Suite A, Spring
@ Champion Forest and Spring Cypress, next to The Hill Dental Group  www.bluejaypharmacy.com
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facility offers a one-year program that pro-
vides a variety of therapeutic methods for 
the victims to heal as well as educational 
and social services. 

“The idea is to heal them from the 
trauma, but also prepare them for living life 
and being able to make decisions on their 
own,” Mark said. 

In addition to the 12-bed facility the 
nonprofit is trying to construct, Mark said 
the organization is also building a 30-day 
assessment center in North Houston, 
which could be completed in March. 

“This would be a place for law enforce-
ment to bring women to us [who] could 
potentially be victims of trafficking, and let 
us access their needs and help them decide 
what the next step is,” Mark said. 

Funding for the organization comes 
from private individuals, organizations, 
churches and private grants, Mark said. The 
organization receives no funding from the 
federal government or the state.

Home of Hope, a Spring-based nonprofit 

which treats girls between the ages of 8 and 
18, also receives no state or federal funding. 

Home of Hope President Rodney  
Daniels said the lack of government fund-
ing hurts nonprofits efforts to help treat 
sex trafficking victims. Nationwide, he said 
there are less than 300 beds for victims who 
are minors. 

Home of Hope helps law enforcement 
find treatment facilities for victims after 
they have been rescued, Daniels said. In 
addition, Daniels said Home of Hope has 
been working in the last few months to 
acquire and make improvements to a facil-
ity of its own for sex trafficking victims 
who are minors. 

“We get calls from different organiza-
tions [and law enforcement] that are doing 
the same thing, asking if we have beds 
available,” he said. “So, it’s a big need, but 
it’s not just the monetary [need]. You have 
to be licensed in the state, you have to have 
psychological availability, you have to have 
medical [care and] teaching.”

Mark said there are only about 37 trauma 
care centers nationwide that are capable of 
properly caring for sex trafficking victims. 

“If we were to rescue every victim tomor-
row, we wouldn’t be able to help them,” he 
said. “And that’s not fair to the women. 
We’re asking them to help themselves by 
crying out for help, but we don’t have the 
resources to solve this problem for them.”

Predicting the future 
Although law enforcement may have 

made a dent in sex trafficking in the Spring 
area, officials say the problem is far from 
solved. Cannon said he believes traffickers 
will continue to move farther away from 
the city of Houston to other counties. 

“It’s sort of like stomping an ant bed: [if] 
you stomp that ant bed enough, eventually 
those ants are going to get up and move,” he 
said. “If they start moving out to Montgom-
ery County or Fort Bend County, we’re on 
top of those guys saying ‘Look, it’s coming. 
You better be prepared for [the problem] 

and here’s what we’ve done to be successful 
at [combating] it.” 

Meanwhile, despite improvements made 
on the prosecution and prevention side of 
the issue from previous legislative sessions, 
Mark said there are other pieces of legisla-
tion that could be passed to better protect 
trafficking victims once they are rescued 
from the sex trade. 

He said he would like to see legislation 
that would seal or expunge the criminal 
records of sex trafficking victims. 

“We’re looking at ways to better improve 
the situation of these women when they get 
out, because if they feel trapped and there’s 
no other options for them, they won’t seek 
rescue,” Mark said. “If we can [give them] 
incentives, maybe we can see more women 
identify themselves more regularly.”

What concerns you most about the Houston human 
trafficking problem?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/skl-poll

LOCAL NONPROFITS

CALL FOR HELP

TREATING THE VICTIMS

300 beds
Less than

nationwide to provide care 
to minors who are victims 
of sex trafficking 

37 facilities
Only

nationwide that provide 
aftertrauma care to sex
trafficking victims

$10,000 
per year

Care for one
trafficking victim 
can cost up to

Foreign
nationals

42.2%

U.S. Citizens/
Lawful perma-
nent residents

57.8%

Redeemed Ministries
• Serves domestic adult women who are victims of sex trafficking
• Has a four-bed safe house in Brazos County
• Has helped 30 victims in four years 
• Seeking to raise $600,000 to build a 12-bed safe house;  

currently has $100,000
• Construction could begin on facility in March 
• Aftertrauma care focuses on socialization, education,  

exercise, diet and sleep
• Receives no federal or state funding 
• Call 832-447-4130 or visit  

www.redeemedministries.com to help

Home of Hope
• Serves girls ages 8–18 who are victims of sex trafficking
• Works with law enforcement to find homes nationwide for victims
• Working on constructing safe house that could serve 20–25 girls
• First phase of safe house could open in late spring, early summer
• Will offer 24/7 care including school and medical and  

therapy services
• Receives no federal or state funding
• Call 281-288-5529 or go to www.homeofhopetexas.org to help

To report a possible victim of human trafficking, call the National 
Human Trafficking Resource Center hotline at 1-888-3737-888. 
To report a suspicious business that may be a sexually oriented 
business, go to www.cd4.hctx.net. For emergencies, dial 911. 

of human trafficking in  
the U.S. from 2012–14 reported cases

66.3%
of trafficking 
victims were adults

33.7%
of trafficking 
victims were minors

Citizenship 

of victims

Source: National Human Trafficking Resource Center, Redeemed Ministries and Home of Hope
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ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE
SPECIALIZED TRAINED STAFF AVAILABLE 24/7  • GENERATIONS MEMORY CARE

RESORT-STYLE LIVING WITH ALL THE COMFORTS OF HOME

SUNDAY JAZZ BRUNCH
CALL TODAY TO RESERVE YOUR TABLE

ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP 
THE FIRST TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH FROM 5:30-6:30

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC #137178
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budgeted amounts.
Robert Robertson, associ-

ate superintendent for facilities 
at Klein ISD, said projects that 
used to take 12 months to com-
plete now have to be planned for 
15–16 months. The district also 
has to begin design work earlier 
to secure approval from the board 
of trustees, and dates to sell bonds 
need to be adjusted.  

Robertson said since additional 
construction time increases rates, 
projects anticipated at about 
$140 per square foot rose to 
about $165 per square feet. The 
total cost for French Elementary 
School—which will open in the 
fall—increased to $22 million 
from the initial projected cost of 
$19 million because of additional 
construction time. 

In trying to establish the  
$498.1 million recommendations 
for the district’s 2015 bond—
which residents will vote on May 
9, Robertson said the district had 
to determine what the cost would 
be if the schools were built today 
for projects that may be more than 
a year from breaking ground. 

“It’s like throwing darts at a dart 
board,” Robertson said. 

Residential and commercial 
developers are also under pres-
sure from rising costs as they 
work rapidly to meet demand 
throughout Spring and Klein. 

“There’s no question that the 
cost has been crazy,” said Brad 
Sondock, president of the Retail 
Properties Group, which owns 
and has developed 140,000 
square feet of retail office space 
at Cypresswood Drive and Stueb-

ner Airline Road. “Any project 
[where] you can find materials at 
Lowe’s or Home Depot you will be 
fine. It’s the more complex materi-
als. That’s where the problem is.” 

Sondock said many office 
buildings require specialized 
equipment and sophisticated con-
struction. More complex mate-
rials such as  steel and concrete 
drive costs significantly higher. 

“To build a shopping center at 
[a] 30 percent higher cost today 
makes it tougher because it often 
takes longer,” he said. “Sometimes 

you find that you can’t find con-
crete for several months.”

Homebuilders are also affected 
by the labor shortage and material 
cost increase. 

“A major concern for builders 
at this point is the rising cost of 
labor due to the shortage of labor,” 
said Kevin Frankel, president of 
the Greater Houston Builders 
Association, or GHBA. “This has 
been a focus for years. It’s some-

thing we have sat down and had 
discussions about to try to come 
up with ways to alleviate it.”

The increasing cost of con-
struction for office projects can 
be linked in part to the grow-
ing depth of the tenant pool 
creating more demand. Several 
projects went online in 2014 to 
alleviate that demand, but the 
glut of projects only intensifies 
the labor shortage, according to 
officials with Kirksey Architec-
ture, a Houston-based company 
that publishes an annual report 

analyzing construction costs.
“High demand, labor short-

ages, concrete shortages, long 
lead times for critical compo-
nents and subcontractor fees and 
availability are among the drivers 
of the cost surges,” the authors of 
Kirksey report concluded. “With 
so many projects under construc-
tion, contractors and subcontrac-
tors have become much more 
selective about the opportunities 
they are pursuing.”

Cost of materials
Turner Construction Com-

pany, which has offices around 
Houston, developed its own 
cost index to track nonresiden-
tial building construction. The 
company’s methodology—which 
considers labor rates and pro-
ductivity, material prices and the 
competitive condition of the mar-
ketplace—shows steady increases 
every quarter since 2011. Overall, 
costs have risen about 11.7 per-
cent since that time.

“Growth in nonresidential con-
struction was steady in the fourth 
quarter in virtually all domes-
tic markets,” said Turner Vice 
President Attilio Rivetti. “Higher 
construction cost escalations in 
urban centers with increased 

construction activity as well as 
selective megaprojects, are driv-
ing the average domestic con-
struction cost increases.”

The rising cost of materials has 
wide-ranging effects. Officials 
who oversaw recent bond elec-
tions said rising costs and infla-
tion mean the sooner projects can 
get underway, the better.

For the builders themselves, the 
rising cost of materials is worked 
into the overall price of the home 
once it hits the market, which 
often acts as a disincentive to buy-
ers, Frankel said.

Fewer skilled hands
One persistent element of the 

rising construction costs is the 
shortage of skilled workers across 
various fields. 

A 2014 survey conducted by 
the National Association of Home 
Builders found that about 46 per-
cent of Houston building com-
panies are struggling with the 
skilled labor shortage. The labor 
shortage is also expected to inten-
sify as millions of baby boomers 
prepare for retirement.

Skilled laborers in the con-
struction field include industrial 
electricians, commercial plumb-
ers, heavy equipment operators 

Labor, materials
Continued from | 1

“A major concern for builders at this 
point is the rising cost of labor due 
to the shortage of labor.”

—Kevin Frankel, president of the Greater Houston Builders Association 

AAMCO OF TOMBALL
281-378-2405 • 24730 KUYKENDAHL ROAD BETWEEN WOODLANDS PARKWAY & 2920

WWW.AAMCOTOMBALLTX.COM • HOURS: M-F 8 TO 6, SAT. 8 TO 1

The Best Transmission Warranty in the Business!
• 10 YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY 

• UNLIMITED MILES

• NATIONWIDE COVERAGE

• DIAGNOSED RIGHT! FIXED RIGHT! 
   WITH THE INDUSTRY’S BEST WARRANTY! 

• AT NO ADDITIONAL COST TO YOU

FROM TRANSMISSIONS TO TUNE-UPS, PEOPLE WHO KNOW GO TO AAMCO. Hurry! 
Limited 
Time 

Offer!
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The producer price index, measured 
by the Associated General Contractors 
of America, tracks the average change 
in price for various products that are 
central to most construction projects. 
Although it is difficult to gauge prices  
on a local level, trends show costs  
rose across the U.S. and in the Greater 
Houston area during the past three 
years, with significant increases since 
January 2014. +11% Lumber/plywood: Lumber 

and plywood are some of the 
most common material used to 
build the framing structure for 
a house or building. They are 
also commonly used in roofs.

+4%
Steel: Like lumber, steel is 
another material that can be 
used to frame a building. Steel 
can be purchased in stock 
lengths, pre-engineered, 
panelized systems or  
custom cut.

Source: Associated General Contractors of America

and concrete finishers.
The shortage has been so wide-

spread in the Houston market 
that area colleges have developed 
programs to address it. GHBA has 
partnered with Houston Commu-
nity College to support educating 
students on career opportunities, 
and LSCS has its own objectives.

“We have been working very 
closely with the business leaders 
in our community to learn about 
what the needs are and tailor our 
programs accordingly,” LSCS 
Chancellor Steve Head said. “Peo-
ple in construction are all telling 
us how hard it is to find skilled 
workers they can depend on. That 
was a major part of our bond 
expansion plans, which focus on 
specialty workforce classes.”

Houston added more con-
struction jobs than any U.S. 
metro market, according to the 
American General Contractors 
of America, a fact that means the 
labor shortage will continue into 
2015. The declining unemploy-
ment rate has made it more dif-
ficult to find qualified workers, 
officials noted.

For more information visit impactnews.com

S H A R E  O F 
B U I LD E R S 
REPORTING 
LABOR 
SHORTAGE

2012

2013

2014

21%

34%

46%

A survey from the National 
Association of Home Builders 
shows an increase in Houston 
builders reporting labor short-
ages between 2012 and 2014

MATERIAL 
COSTS ON 
THE RISE

Assisted Living 
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care

19929 Chasewood Park Dr.
Houston, TX 77070 • (281) 378-3277

brookdale.com

Limited AvAiLAbiLity. CALL Now!

The Solana® Vintage Park 

Assisted Living Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care

ALL THE PLACES LIFE CAN GO is a trademark of Brookdale Senior Living Inc., Nashville, TN, USA. 
®Reg. U.S. Patent and TM Office    18830-RES01-0214 LMM

The Solana Vintage Park Assisted Living and Memory Care is now 
open! The Solana features accommodations and amenities that will 
ensure your enjoyment today, along with services to meet your 
evolving needs! So, stop by, take a tour and see all the places life can 
go at The Solana Vintage Park. 

For more information, please call (281) 378-3277.

Source: National Association of Home Builders

+8%
Gypsum: Gypsum board is 
primarily used as a finish for 
walls and ceilings and is known 
in construction as drywall, 
Sheetrock or plasterboard. 
Gypsum blocks may also be 
used like concrete blocks.

+4% Asphalt mixtures: Asphalt 
is one of the most common 
materials used in roofing 
shingles in U.S. homes. It can 
also be used as a material in 
building siding.

+4% Concrete: Concrete is one of 
the oldest building materials. 
It can be used in brick form to 
build walls as well as in panel 
systems or as an insulator.

Affordable
FAMILY CLINICFAMILY CLINICFAMILY CLINIC

(281) 528-2273
3307 Spring Stuebner Rd. 
Ste. A1 Spring, TX 77389
YourAffordableClinic.com

Office Visit with Script: $50 
Well Woman Examinations with Pap: $85
Annual Physicals, Work, Sports & 
Camp Physicals: $30

.
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Nathan McGrew
Nurse Practitioner

Weight Loss Program – $55!!  
Includes script and 4 B-12 injections!

Fusion Academy is a middle and high school that goes beyond 
a tailored education. With only one student and one teacher per 
classroom, students can go as fast or as slowly as it takes them to 
master the material. Who attends Fusion? Students in 6-12th grade 
who are not thriving in a traditional school environment.

For students who need an alternative to traditional.

The Woodlands  |  866.780.7937  |  FusionTheWoodlands.com

A one-to-one  
school like  
no other.

FusionAcademy.com



Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

REAL ESTATE
Located at the southwest corner of FM 2920 
and Kuykendahl Road, WindRose houses 
about 2,000 homes within 1,121 acres of 
forested land in the heart of Spring. The 
neighborhood offers an 18-hole golf course, 
a village green with community club and 
meeting houses and two pools in addition to 
tennis courts, a volleyball court, soccer field 
and playgrounds. 

WindRose is located just minutes from 
I-45 and the Hardy Toll Road as well as 
the Springwoods Village master-planned 
community. 

WindRose, 77379

20950 Thistleberry Lane  $225,900

5 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  2,526 sq. ft. 
Agent: Sonia Trevino 
RE/MAX Integrity 281-370-5100

6414 Eaglewood Green Lane $629,000

4-5 Bedroom / 4.5 Bath  4,682 sq. ft. 
Agent: Larry Diaz
LD Realty  832-816-2363

20426 Windrose Bend Drive  $320,000

5-6 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,670 sq. ft. 
Agent: Beatriz Manchado 
Krueger Real Estate 713-364-4003

21014 Albany Park Lane    $290,000

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  3,156 sq. ft. 
Agent: Mitchell LeJeune
RE/MAX Vintage 281-376-9900

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

 Data does not include builders not listed in MLS listings *As of 2/3/15 

Build-out year: 2000

Square footage: 2,500+

Home values: $145,000–$450,000+

HOA dues (estimated): $770+ annually 

Amenities: Golf club, junior Olympic pool and 
additional neighborhood pool, community club, 
tennis courts, volleyball court, soccer field, 
playgrounds, walking trails, pocket parks

Klein ISD  1.4300 
Northwest Harris County MUD No. 30 0.8000 
Harris County  0.4146 
Harris County Hospital District  0.1700 
Lone Star College System  0.1160 
Harris County ESD No. 16  0.0492 
Harris County EMSD No. 11  0.0475 
Harris County Flood Control 0.0283 
Port of Houston Authority 0.0172 
Harris County Department of Education 0.0064 
 Total (per $100 value) 3.0792
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Homes on 
the market*

$9,850

Median annual 
property taxes

$319,900

Median 
home value

90

Average days 
on the market*

4

Homes under 
contract*

$95.24

Median price 
per square foot
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Neighborhood data provided by 
Veronica Barefield, CEO/Team Leader

KW Professionals
281-444-3900

www.ProfessionalsKW.com

Market Data On the market  (January 2014)
Number of homes for sale/ Average days on the market for last six months

Price Range 77066 77068 77069 77070 77373 77379 77388 77389

$149,999 or under 80/21 14/22 9/19 69/16 320/26 83/17 95/18 38/20

$150,000–$199,999 65/36 37/43 15/46 98/24 134/34 131/32 133/30 9/31

$200,000–$299,999 10/60 25/34 49/55 67/26 77/57 220/33 121/33 90/49

$300,000–$399,999 — 2/25 24/44 1/13 9/53 124/54 24/37 85/62

$400,000–$499,999 — 4/105 9/43 9/52 1/82 60/64 8/54 59/58

$500,000–$599,999 — 2/38 5/68 1/89 — 10/52 31/70 47/52

$600,000–$799,999 — 3/30 6/124 2/116 — 16/52 1/125 60/61

$800,000–$999,999 — — — 2/60 2/108 5/85 1/29 27/185

$1 million + — — — — — — — 48/71

Price 77066 77068 77069 77070 77373 77379 77388 77389

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

—

Median price of homes sold  Jan. 2014 vs.  Jan. 2015

Buy, Sell or Invest with the #1 Real Estate Company

CALL 281.444.3900 OR VISIT US ONLINE AT
WWW.PROFESSIONALSKW.COM

8101 Cypresswood Dr., Spring TX 77379



Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print



Robotic Surgery} 
It’s Not Science Fiction

Smaller Incisions. Less Pain. Faster Recovery

710 Cypress Creek Parkway | 281-440-1000 | hnmc.com

45

FM 1960

FM 1960

Cali Dr.

Our dedicated team of Robotic Surgeons use some of the latest in surgical and robotics 

technologies beneficial for performing both routine and complex surgery. Featuring a 

magnified 3D high-definition vision system and tiny wristed instruments, surgeons are able 

to operate with enhanced vision, precision and dexterity while maintaining 100% control. 

We’re taking surgery beyond the limits of the human hand. And it’s not science fiction. 

Visit us www.hnmc.com to learn more.

Houston Northwest Medical Center is invested in by physicians.
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