
Package includes $100 million for workforce program centers
LSCS calls for $485M bond election

community colleges in the country over 
the last 10 years, but especially over the 
last five,” Head said. “We’ve actually grown 
[68] percent since [2007], so we’ve added 
over 30,000 students. The average size of 
the average community college in Texas 
is 5,500 and [we have more than] 82,000 
[credit students] or so this semester.” 

Effects on the community
Despite the nearly $500 million in 

projects that would be paid for over time 
through property tax revenue, LSCS says 
the bonds would not have an effect on the 

By Matt Stephens and Shawn Arrajj
Placing more of an emphasis on the 

growing need for skilled workers in the 
region, the Lone Star College System is 
seeking voter approval for a $485 million 
bond package Nov. 4, just 18 months after 
voters turned down a $500 million bond 
referendum in May 2013. 

LSCS Chancellor Steve Head said the 
bond package and the message to voters 
has changed this year, but the need for 
the bond is as prevalent as it was in 2013 
because of a 7 percent bump in enrollment 
this fall. 

“We’ve been one of the fastest growing See LSCS bond | 28

LSCS 2014
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Park

BOND BREAKDOWN

$485

TOTAL BOND

NEW  
CONSTRUCTION

MILLION

New construction $351.1M
Facility upgrades $50.1M
Growth contingency $25M
Technology $23.3M 
Program mgmt. $13.3M
Property acquisitions $12.2M
Safety, security $10M

Technology centers $97.5M
Health Science buildings $55.1M
Academic buildings $54.4M
Student services buildings $46.9M
Satellite centers $44.9M
Traffic improvements $24.1M
Instructional arts building* $23.7M
Center plant expansions $4.5M

$351.1
MILLION

Source: LSCS        *At LSC–University Park only
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Prop. 1 could add an estimated $1.7 billion 
per year for transportation projects in Texas

Growth in Houston continues to exacerbate congestion on highways, such as I-45.

By David Pollan
Voters statewide will decide 

Nov. 4 whether to approve a con-
stitutional amendment designed 
to combat the state’s transporta-
tion funding woes and repair its 
ailing road infrastructure. 

“For the Greater Houston 
area, Proposition 1 could bring 
in more than $100 million—or 
even double that—in a given 
year,” said Alan Clark, director of 
transportation for the Houston-
Galveston Area Council. “Propo-
sition 1 will be a very important 
source of funding for [the Hous-
ton area]. That’s true whether it 
is part of the Houston region that 
is fast growing and needs new 
road capacity, or whether this is 
in older parts of the region where 
we need to rebuild facilities and 
better maintain them.”

Proposition 1 would amend 
the Texas Constitution to allow 
for a percentage of revenue raised 
from the state’s severance tax 
to flow into the State Highway 
Fund. As it stands, 75 percent of 

severance tax revenue—which 
stems from a production tax paid 
by oil and gas companies—fills 
the coffers of the state’s Economic 
Stabilization Fund, also known as 
the Rainy Day Fund. The remain-
ing 25 percent of severance tax 
revenue goes to the general fund 
for public education. 

With voter approval, the prop-
osition would divide the sever-
ance tax revenue—previously 
allocated for the RDF—equally 
between the RDF and the SHF. 
The remaining 25 percent of sev-
erance tax revenues would still 
be used to help fund the state’s 
public education system. 

The revenue would come with-
out raising taxes and would have 
an assortment of strings attached, 
including a provision barring the 
money from being used for con-
struction of toll roads and a man-
date for the Texas Department of 
Transportation to identify $100 
million of cost savings.

In the first year alone, Propo-
sition 1 is expected to contribute 
roughly $1.7 billion to future road 
improvement and maintenance 

projects, based on estimates by 
the state comptroller’s office.
Transportation experts said that 
amount still falls well short of 
what is needed annually to keep 
up with a rapidly escalating pop-
ulation and aging infrastructure.

“Proposition 1 is a great first 
step toward increasing fund-
ing for transportation in Texas, 
but it really is just a first step,” 
said Andrea French, executive 
director for the Transportation 

Advocacy Group. “TAG is very 
supportive of Proposition 1, 
but we also know that we have 
to look much further into the 
future, and the proposition is not 
going to be enough to sustain so 
we also need to find other fund-
ing options.”

TxDOT estimates its unmet 
annual transportation needs are 
$5 billion, which includes $1 bil-
lion for recurring maintenance, 
$3 billion for mobility projects 
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Look for our annual Healthcare 
Directory next month. 

HEALTHCARE
DIRECTORY 2014–15

Ballot measure aims to drive road funding in Texas
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Land, as far back as anyone can remember, has been considered a most valuable commodity – an idea Mark Twain captured in his simple quote, “Buy land, they aren’t 
making it anymore.” Here in North Harris and Montgomery counties, real estate participants are embracing Twain’s philosophy and buying land at a substantial pace.

The amount of land sale activity is no surprise considering local market conditions. The area’s rapid employment growth, pro business environment, and the quality of 
life for residents all infl uence the real estate market and work to create desirable land opportunities. Major developments in the area, like the new ExxonMobil corporate 
campus, will continue to fuel demand for commercial land in the foreseeable future.   

Why this land site and how is it valued? 
Land owners, investors, and developers always ask the question, “What can my site be used for and what is it worth?” The Highest and Best Use is determined by 
what land use will generate the greatest cash fl ow and value for that property. Highest and Best Use is infl uenced by the basic concept of supply and demand. Supply 
represents how much the market can o� er, while demand refers to how much of a product or service is desired by buyers. All land sites are unique and a� ected by ever-
changing market conditions. This makes the task of calculating supply and demand for available land only more complex and time consuming. Development plans or 
marketing may need to be modifi ed to refl ect and capitalize on unanticipated trends.

In this same vein, Market Value is 
an important guideline used by real 
estate professionals and appraisers 
to determine the probable value 
of a tract of land. The factors they 
consider include the land parcel’s size, 
shape, road frontage, visibility, and 
location at a signalized intersection. 
Other factors like public utilities 
or environmental issues, and local 
conditions in a community also have 
an impact. Ultimately, Fair Market 
Value occurs when a willing Seller 
and a willing Buyer agree on the 
land’s value and strike a transaction. 
Through their daily participation and 
activities, market experts reach out 
to their counterparts and customers 
to discuss market trends, track 
recent comparable sales, and review 
current listings in order to keep 
abreast of the items that e� ect a 
property’s Fair Market Value.

Enhancing Value
The Woodlands, founded by businessman and land developer the late George P. Mitchell, is a great example of a community prepared for future population growth and 
land consumption. The master planning process includes forecasts of households and various land uses the community will add as it expands, thus enhancing the value 
of present and future developments. Sometimes land owners may have a predetermined value, but educating them and explaining the development process, along with 
market conditions, often helps them realize their property commands a higher value, particularly in growing and emerging markets. 

If you are considering buying or selling land, our team of expert commercial real estate brokers at The J. Beard Real Estate Company can provide the information you 
need to make a sound decision. Tap into our insight, leadership, and expertise by calling 281-367-2220, or visit our web site at www.jbeardcompany.com to view our 
current listings.

“Buy land, they aren’t making it anymore.”- Mark Twain

P A I D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Je�  Beard, CCIM
President

INSIGHT.
LEADERSHIP.
EXPERTISE.

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

Diana Gaines

Commercial Real 
Estate Leaders

LANDLORD & TENANT 
REPRESENTATION

SITE ACQUISITION

SALES & LEASING

REAL ESTATE
CONSULTING

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT
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FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
Autumn is by far 

my favorite season of 
the year. Growing up 
in Michigan, autumn 
meant cooler, crisper 
days, trips to the cider 
mill for freshly made 
doughnuts and cider and 
leaves that turned hues of 
gold and red. 

While I miss the more 
abrupt seasonal transi-
tion in the Midwest, I 

have learned to appreciate autumn here in Southeast 
Texas. Our landscapes do become more fall-like with 
the plantings of magenta and gold mums and scattered 
pumpkins waiting to be carved into jack-o’-lanterns. 
Now, if only the cooler, crisper weather would oblige. 

Election season is also upon us and, in this issue, 
we delve into key ballot issues awaiting voters Nov. 4. 
One of the most significant elections on the ballot is 

Proposition 1, which could add an additional $1.7 bil-
lion per year for statewide road projects.  

Lone Star College System seeks voter approval for a 
$485 million bond package to keep up with the growth 
our area is experiencing. A cover story in this issue 
examines the need for the bond, while this month’s 
Coffee with Impact feature also provides a candid 
conversation with LSCS Chancellor Steve Head.

Our Election Guide provides other information 
voters will need before they head to the polls Nov. 4, 
including questions and answers with local candidates, 
a sample ballot with all of the contested races and vot-
ing locations.

As you enjoy your October edition of Community 
Impact Newspaper with the incoming autumn season 
and a slice of pumpkin pie, don’t forget to get out and 
vote Nov. 4. 

Patty McHugh
GENERAL MANAGER

pmchugh@impactnews.com

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

If Proposition 1 is approved, what other 
avenues should the state explore to 
make up for the funding shortfall?

  Increase or index the state’s motor fuel tax

  Increase vehicle registration fees

  Divert more funds from elsewhere in the budget

  Secure local funding options to remove burden from state

  Build more toll roads

  Other

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/skl-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

Which amenity within the Cypress 
Creek Cultural District do you use 
most often?
Barbara Bush Library 

  59.17% 
Meyers Park and Collins Park

  18.33% 
I do not utilize the district’s amenities

  15.83%
Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine Arts

  4.17%  
The Centrum 

  0.83%
Cypress Creek Community Center 

  0.83%
Cypress Creek Greenway 

  0.83%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 09/10/14–09/30/14

Although Proposition 1 could provide $1.7 billion in funding in 
the first year for statewide transportation projects if approved 
by voters Nov. 4, more funding will be required to meet the 
growing need for transportation needs across the state.

The Cypress Creek Cultural District has provided a variety 
of amenities and services to residents of unincorporated 
Northwest Harris County for the last decade. 

Turn on FOX 26 NEWS,  
download the MyFoxHouston app, 
log on to www.myfoxhouston.com 
for more local news with IMPACT.
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1. Gleannloch Farms 

5 New Communities 
in Spring/Klein!

In the Houston division, prices, plans, elevations and specifications are 
subject to change without notice. Map is an artist’s conception for general 
information purposes only and is not to scale. Photographs are for illustrative 
purposes only. See Sales Counselor for details on available promotions and 
restrictions. © 2014 RH of Texas Limited Partnership. RH1435

Map not drawn to scale

Visit ryland.com for more information.

1. Gleannloch Farms                                       - Homes from the $300’s

2. Preserve at Northampton - Homes from the $210’s

3. Retreat at Augusta Pines                                       - Homes from the low $400’s 

4. Vistas at Klein Lake - Spring 2015

5. Laurel Park - Winter 2014-2015
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832-808-2575.  
www.crossingborderspreschool.com 

4  Declaration Title Company opened a 
new branch location Aug. 5 at 20333 Hwy. 
249, Houston. The company offers real 
estate closing services and title insurance 
for both residential and commercial 
transactions. The company also has an in-
house title examination plant.  
281-378-4700. www.declarationtitle.com 

5  Dunkin Donuts opened a location in 
The Vintage in August at 10220 Louetta 
Road, Ste. 700, Houston. The fast food 
doughnut chain serves up a wide variety 
of doughnuts, breakfast options, coffee 
and other beverages 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. The location offers free Wi-Fi 
Internet access and a drive-thru.  
832-559-1046. www.dunkindonuts.com 

6  Envy Wine Room opened inside of 
the Why Not Envy Me? ladies boutique in 
July at 317 Gentry St., Ste. D, in Old Town 
Spring. Owners Brad and Effie Stees offer 
more than 55 hand-selected boutique 
wines from all over the world by the glass 
or bottle as well as a beer list with more 
than 25 brews. The wine room also serves 
hors d’oeuvres and hosts live music on 
Saturdays. 281-528-9868.  
www.envywineroom.com 

7  Following many years serving the 
Spring community at the location at 16300  
Kuykendahl Road, Ste. 300, Eva’s Mexican 
Restaurant opened a second location in 
late August at 2111 Spring Cypress Road, 
Spring. The Mexican restaurant offers 
traditional Mexican favorites, such as 
enchiladas, fajitas, tamales, tacos and 
chimichangas as well as appetizers and 
seafood. Eva’s serves a variety of beverages, 
including margaritas and pina coladas. 
832-616-3980.

8  Incanto Italian Cafe opened in late 
August at 3910 Louetta Road, Ste. H, 
Spring. The Italian restaurant serves a 
wide variety of pizza and pasta dishes in 
addition to appetizers, salads, sandwiches, 
calzones, chicken and fish dishes and 

Now Open

1  Bel Furniture opened in early 
September in the Willowbrook area 
at 17355 Hwy. 249, Houston. The new 
furniture store sells a variety of living, 
dining and bedroom furniture along 
with entertainment centers and children’s 
furniture. 281-733-2280. 
www.belfurniture.com 

2  Best Western Premier Ashton Suites 
opened in early September at 7495 W. 
Greens Road, Houston. The hotel features 
amenities, such as a fitness center, media 
center, dry cleaning services, pool and 
offers complimentary breakfast in the 
morning. The hotel also offers amenities 
within each room, such as 42-inch TVs 
with satellite programming.  281-970-9696.  
www.bestwestern.com

3  Crossing Borders Preschool opened 
another Spring location in late September 
at 2040 Louetta Road, Ste. I, Spring. 
The location will solely offer a Spanish 
immersion program for children ages 2 
1/2 to 5 years old. In addition to offering a 
curriculum that focuses on  motor skills, 
physical education, art and music, the 
preschool can teach its students to learn 
fluent Spanish within a year of enrollment. 

IMPACTS
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desserts. Incanto also allows customers to 
order food online. 281-288-9449.  
www.incantopizza.com 

9  Level 3 PC Repair opened in early 
October at 4211 Spring Cypress Road, 
Spring. The business offers repairs for 
personal computers, laptops, tablets and 
iPhones. Level 3 can repair everything 
from cracked screens to devices not 
turning on and provides troubleshooting 
and house calls for some services.  
832-840-1440. www.level3pcrepair.com 

10  The Luxury Shirt Company opened 
in Vintage Park in late August at 122 
Vintage Park Blvd., Bldg. E, Ste. F. 
The men’s retailer offers high-end and 
designer apparel, such as accessories, 
belts, cufflinks and watches.  
832-639-8972. www.luxury-shirts.com 

11  Music & Arts opened Aug. 4 at 22513 
Hwy. 249, Ste. 101, Houston. The music 
retailer sells a variety of instruments and 
accessories, such as guitars, basses, brass 
instruments, drum sets, keyboards, music 
stands and metronomes. Music & Arts 
also offers music lessons for students of 
all ages and abilities as well as full-service 
repair for instruments. 281-826-0136.  
www.musicarts.com 

12  Nothing Bundt Cakes opened June 16 
at 10123 Louetta Road, Ste. 100, Houston 
in the Vintage Marketplace shopping 
center. The bakery offers 10 different 
flavors of bundt cakes in four sizes with 
flavors ranging from red velvet to white 
chocolate raspberry and marble.  
281-257-5558. 
www.nothingbundtcakes.com

13  Panda Express opened its fourth 
Spring/Klein area location in August 
at 3420 FM 1960, Houston. Offering 
drive-thru service, the Chinese fast food 
restaurant chain serves a variety of Asian 
dishes, such as orange chicken, Beijing 
beef and honey walnut shrimp with sides 
of fried rice, chow mein, vegetables or 
steamed rice and appetizers. 
281-583-9998. www.pandaexpress.com 

14  After opening the original gym in 
Conroe in 2011, Team Rivas Brazilian 
Jiu-Jitsu expanded in August to a second 
location in Spring at 26440 Lexington 
Road, Spring. The martial arts business 
offers Brazilian jiu jitsu for students of all 
ages as well as women’s kickboxing classes 
for women and children. Team Rivas 
offers a team mentality with a chance for 
students to participate in statewide and 
national martial arts competitions. 
936-828-8142. www.conroebjj.com 

15  Torchy’s Tacos opened a new location 
Sept. 18 in the Vintage Marketplace at 
10123 Louetta Road, Ste. 1300, Houston. 
The restaurant offers a full menu with 
unique beef, chicken and shrimp taco 
options along with a full bar and sides, 
such as green chile queso and guacamole.  
281-803-5300. www.torchystacos.com 

16  VERTS Kebap opened its sixth 
Greater Houston area location in early 
October at 1600 Louetta Road, Spring. 
The Austin-based German food chain 
showcases a simple restaurant concept, 
allowing customers to choose lamb, 
chicken or vegetarian fillings as well as 
a variety of toppings and five distinctive 
house sauces on the panini-pressed 
flatbread. Customers can also customize 
their toppings in a tortilla or salad.  
281-651-4277. www.vertskebap.com 

Coming Soon

17  Detroit-based pizza chain Jet’s Pizza 
plans to open one of its first Houston-
area locations in December 2014 or early 
2015 at 24225 Kuykendahl Drive, Ste. 
200, Tomball. The pizza business serves a 
variety of pizzas, including its signature 
square deep-dish pie as well as salads, 
wings, submarine sandwiches and boats, 
or dough filled with cheese, meat and 
other toppings. The restaurant offers only 
carryout or delivery and does not provide 
indoor seating. 832-545-5884.  
www.jetspizza.com 
 

18  Tailgators Pub & Grill is opening up 
its first Spring location in February 2015 
in the Kroger parking lot at FM 2920 and 
Kuykendahl Road. The third location 
in the Greater Houston area, Tailgators 
serves a wide variety of drinks as well 
as pub food with a Cajun influence, 
including seafood dishes, a Cajun turkey 
melt, po’ boy sandwiches, gumbo, boudin 
and even hand-breaded alligator. 
www.tailgatorspub.com 

19  A Homewood Suites by Hilton will 
open in February or March of 2015 at 
23800 I-45 N., Spring. The 88,000-square-
foot hotel will offer 123 suites and feature 
a large conference room, board room, 
fitness center, on-site convenience market 
and an outdoor pool and barbecue 
area. The Homewood Suites will offer a 
complimentary breakfast every day and a 
complimentary dinner Mondays through 
Thursdays. 1-844-773-6736.  
www.homewoodsuites.hilton.com 

Anniversary

20  Allo French Rotisserie celebrates its 
anniversary Oct. 21 at 126 Vintage Park 
Blvd., Ste. B, Houston, with anniversary 
specials, wine dinners and live music 
this month. Allo serves a wide array 
of French dishes, including rotisserie 
meats, escargot, mussels and fries, steak 
frites and curry chicken salad, while also 
offering a private label wine on tap. 
832-843-7422. www.eatatallo.com

Expansion

21  With a re-opening planned for Nov. 1, 
Salon Boutique in Vintage Park is adding 
7,000 square feet to the 14,000-square-
foot space at 118 Vintage Park Blvd., Ste. 
B, Houston. The boutique, which opened 
in May 2013, will be able to accommodate 
another 30 suites for stylists. Salon 
Boutique offers salon services, including 
hair, skin care, massage therapy and nails 
as well as retail clothing. 281-257-4455. 
www.salonboutique.net 
 

News or questions about Spring or Klein? 
E-mail sklnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Matt Stephens

Crossing Borders Preschool opened a Spring 
location at 2040 Louetta Road, Ste. I, in September. 

3

Team Rivas Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu opened its first 
Spring area location at 26440 Lexington Road. 

14

Homewood Suites plans to open a 123-suite hotel 
in early 2015 at 23800 I-45 N., Spring. 

19

Salon Boutique is expanding to add another 30 
suites at 118 Vintage Park, Houston, in November. 

21
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Authentic Italian Cuisine is Closer Than You Think

6334 FM 2920, Ste 110, 
Spring 77379
On 2920, between Kuykendahl and 
TC Jester, Next to Wood Forest Bank

 281-376-4800    |    gratziitalian.com

“...it’s just awesome, unpretentious Italian” 
- Adam B.

“� e food is worth a drive from any 
distance in Houston.” 

- Shane D.

Richard White, Chef and Co-Owner of Campioni, is now at Gratzi!

“All I can say is 
you have to try it 

for yourself.” 
– Larissa M.

12” pizza with 2 traditional 
toppings for $7.95 Italian Margaritas $3 all night

Wine Night –  Meridian Cabernet
$7 Chardonnay Bottle 

Tuesday & Thursday 
Specials

Monday Specials Wednesday Specials

PULITZER PRIZE
The Bourque Family

NOBEL PRIZE
Dawn and Mark Farley

Dr. Gina Garner Heather Woodall

U
N

D
E

R
W

R
IT

E
R

S

NEWBERY AWARD

Martha Austin

Denise Hayes and Meg Garrison

The Tillman Family and  
Dr. Ray and Lois McClendon - 

Clear Choice Orthodontics

TOTE BAG SPONSOR VALET SPONSOR
SINCE 1979

DELI

F E A T U R I N G
 

T y l e r  F l o r e n c e

Friday, November 7,  2014
The Woodlands Waterway Hotel and Convention Center 

 The Woodlands, Texas 

TYLER FLORENCE, TV HOST OF FOOd 911, THE gREaT FOOd TRuCk RaCE aNd TYLER’S uLTimaTE, 
WiLL BE FEaTuREd aLONg WiTH ViSiTiNg auTHORS, BOOk SigNiNgS, a Vip EVENT, aNd 

a SiLENT auCTiON OF a CHaiR SigNEd BY TYLER.

REgiSTER NOW aT: 
SpECiaLEVENTS.jOHNCOOpER.ORg

Register online or contact the Advancement Office at 281.367.0900 x2441
Look for event updates at www.johncooper.org

F O O D  N E T W O R K  S TA R
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1   The Grand Parkway  
Segments F1, F2 and G
Three segments—F1, F2 and G—are 
under simultaneous construction on 
Houston’s third outer loop, which runs 
through Spring. The segments stretch 
from Hwy. 290 to Hwy. 59 and feature 
overpasses and interchanges at Hwy. 
290, Hwy. 249 and I-45. Construction is 
well underway at the interchange with 
I-45, while work could begin in October 
on an underpass underneath FM 2920. 
For more information, visit  
www.grandparkway99.com. 

Timeline: Project is expect to be 
completed in December 2015. 
Cost: $1 billion 
Funding sources: TxDOT

2   Tomball Tollway
Approximately 90 percent of the main 
lanes of the Tomball Tollway from Spring 
Cypress Road to Canyon Gate Pointe 
Drive have been paved. Construction 
of the toll gantry near Northpointe 
Boulevard is almost complete, and the 
base layer has been installed to pave 
main lanes from Business 249 to Alice 
Road. The Harris County Toll Road 

Authority project will be a six-lane—
three in each direction—electronically 
monitored tollway that will run from 
Spring Cypress Road to FM 2920.

Timeline: Project is estimated to be 
complete in spring 2015.
Cost: $170 million
Funding sources: HCTRA

3   Spring Stuebner Road widening 
With Segments A and B completed, the final 
segment of the Spring Stuebner Road 
widening—from Falvel Road to I-45—
is about 64 percent complete. SER 
Construction, the project’s contractor, 
has completed 70 percent of the concrete 
work and 65 percent of the drainage 
for the widening. Some concrete pours, 
drainage work and signalization work will be 
completed before the project is finished at 
the end of the year. 

Timeline: Segment C is scheduled for 
completion Dec. 31.
Cost: $8.91 million for Segment C

Funding sources: Harris County  
Precinct 4

4   TC Jester signal installation 
The installation of 10 traffic lights and other 
improvements along TC Jester Boulevard 
between FM 1960 and FM 2920 continues 
with the project estimated to be 50 percent 
complete. Drill shafts have been installed as 
well as mast arms and span wires at Chapel 
Bend Drive, Aspen Bend Drive, Kennonview 
Drive, Glenmere Lane, Winding Ridge Drive, 
Center Court Drive and Springbrook Hollow 
Drive. Installation of traffic signal systems 
at Alvin A Klein, Pinelakes Boulevard and 
Spring Creek Oaks Drive are still required as 
well as the installation of traffic signal heads 
and fiber optics.  

Timeline: Project is scheduled for 
completion May 22, 2015.
Cost: $2.89 million 
Funding sources: Harris County  
Precinct 4, TxDOT

5   Holzwarth Road
The northern segment of the Holzwarth 
Road extension, from north of Emerson 
Ridge Drive to Spring Stuebner Road, 
is estimated to be nearly 65 percent 
completed. Contractor Allgood 
Construction has completed about 80 
percent of the concrete work and 90 
percent of the drainage. Work left to be 
completed includes two more concrete 
pours and some low-impact bioswales, 
or storm water runoff conveyance 
systems. The extension includes a four-
lane roadway and storm sewer system. 

Timeline: North section scheduled for 
completion Oct. 20, south section 
completed  
Cost: $1.93 million 
Funding sources: Harris County 
Precinct 4

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at sklnews@impactnews.comCompiled by David Pollan and Matt Stephens

Project spotlight

Road extension

Project update
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HYUNDAI

1-888-251-8370TOLL
FREE:

www.ConroeHyundai.com
Exit Hwy 105 go North to Wilson Rd.  We are located at I-45 North and Wilson Rd.

All prices plus TT&L Pictures and colors for illustration only. 1) w/Approved Credit, Dealer Contribution May Effect Final Negotiated Price. Payments deferred til 
April 2015. 2), 3) 75 Month Chase Bank Financing,  3.9% APR 20% Down and 1st Month Payment of 2) $293.41 3) 196.44, + TT&L, With Approved Credit. 

NEW 2014 HYUNDAI 
SANTA FE 

SPORT
Several To 

Choose

$21,911 $288.12Mo2 $17,954 $199Mo
Sale Price $15,439 Less $1500 Factory Rebate

NEW 2015 HYUNDAI 
ELANTRA 

4DR

3

$0 DOWN PAYMENT - 0% APR FOR 72 MONTHS 

OR NO PAYMENTS ‘TIL APRIL 2015 1

NEW 2014 HYUNDAI 
SONATA GLS

Several To Choose

$17,630

$29,740
NEW 2014 HYUNDAI 

GENESIS SEDAN
Several To Choose

Sale Price $32,240 Less $2500 Factory Rebate

Several To 
Choose

Sale Price $22,911 Less $1000 Factory Rebate

Sale Price $19,630 Less $2000 Factory Rebate

WIES_14128.10x2.94.IMPACT.HYUNDAI.OCT.indd   1 9/24/2014   7:01:49 AM
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21 • 6-8 P.M.
Come join Dr. John Seaberg, a board-certified orthopedic surgeon 
with subspecialty training in orthopedic sports medicine from the 
renowned American Sports Medicine Institute in Birmingham, Ala.,  
to learn what you can do to treat common causes of shoulder pain. 

Our team will answer your questions and:
•  Inform you about rotator cuff disease and range of motion problems
•  Explain the reasons behind common shoulder pain symptoms
• Share the variety of treatment options available

•  Provide tips for living an active life without shoulder pain

Shoulder pain is a common complaint and the third most common 
cause of musculoskeletal disorders, after low back and neck pain. 
There are a number of resources to eliminate shoulder pain. 

REGISTRATION REQUIRED
Call 281.737.2500 or register online at houstonmethodist.org/events.

This event is located at: 

Houston Methodist Willowbrook Hospital  
Conference Center - First Floor
18220 State Highway 249
Houston, Texas 77070

John P. Seaberg, MD
Orthopedic Sports Medicine

Houston Methodist
Orthopedics & Sports Medicine

houstonmethodist.org/orthopedics

Refreshments  •  Door Prizes

FREE SHOULDER PAIN SEMINAR

HMWB_Shoulder-sem_Commlmpact_ad.indd   1 9/16/2014   1:23:01 PM
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RHONDA L. FAUST*

What made you want to run for the position?  

What do you believe is the most significant issue facing SISD? 

What makes you qualified to serve on the board of trustees?  

SPRING ISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES POSITION 4 POSITION 5

Manager of Contracts 
for Honeywell 
International Inc. 
Process Solutions

Years in Spring ISD: 30

I ran in 2011 because I felt our district was 
facing challenges and sought an opportunity 
to have an elected voice to work on 
addressing those challenges. We have made 
progress, but there is more good work to be 
done, and I hope the Spring community will 
allow me to continue to serve.

At an early age I was taught the value of a 
good education. All children should have an 
opportunity to receive a quality education 
that will enable them to go on to post-
secondary study and/or careers. [If elected], 
I will work to ensure that every student has 
the right to an excellent education. 

I’ve been an active volunteer in the district 
and with my kids’ schools. I wanted to take 
that service to the next level to help be the 
voice of the parents in the community. And 
my kids are still in the district, so I have a 
vested interest in moving Spring ISD in a 
positive direction. 

Candidate declined comment I have a passion for working with students 
[and] working in education. My 34 years of 
working in education was because I loved 
it. I enjoyed doing what I was doing. I have a 
commitment to teachers and students in the 
education system. 

Our biggest challenge is academic 
achievement. Improvement of our 
standardized test scores is a non-negotiable 
priority. Academic achievement is also 
about ensuring post-secondary success. It’s 
imperative that students graduating from 
our Spring schools are well-prepared. 

[The biggest issue] is the district’s ability 
to accommodate the rapidly growing 
diverse population while providing a 
quality education for our children that the 
community will be happy to support by any 
means, including a bond [authorization].

Accountability is a big thing for our school 
district and for the success of our students. 
But if you can get security and discipline, 
[pass] a policy and enforce the policy 
consistently, you’re going to have good 
accountability from your schools. That’s one 
of the things I would try to help improve. 

Candidate declined comment We have to make sure that our students 
are being successful, that they will be 
successful when they leave school. They 
[need to] be successful whether they leave 
to [attend] a four-year university, if they 
decide to attend vocational school or if they 
decide to go to work right after high school. 

My professional experience, as well as my 
education in business and law, provide a 
strong base for the work of a trustee. I have 
served as an educational and legislative 
advocate for foster and adoptive children as 
well as my own children. I have served as 
the president of [the SISD] board of trustees 
for the last nine months [and] facilitated 
some of the most important work the board 
has undertaken in the last 10 years.

I am qualified because of my love for 
children and my passion for education—the 
kind of education that uplifts and transforms 
the lives of communities and families.

I think [I’m qualified] because I’ve lived in 
the area for a long time. I’ve seen some of 
the changes. I’ve seen it when it was good 
and I’ve seen it when it was not so great, 
and I also have been witness to it starting to 
improve again. I would like to be part of that 
change. We’ve got a new superintendent 
that I think is going to do some really great, 
positive things for our district. And I really 
want to be part of that change. 

Candidate declined comment I think my qualifications have a lot to do with 
my background experience. I have worked 
in four different school districts. I was 
successful in each one of those [districts] 
in improving academic performance in 
my previous schools. So my experience 
in education I think is very important for 
working on the school board. It helps you 
relate to what is taking place in schools and 
the need for building successful schools. 

TAMMI HUMPHREY
Owner of VestNHouse 
Residential and 
Commercial Warrantee 
Protection
Years in Spring ISD: 5

MONICA CHARLTON 
Microbiology 
technologist at CHI St. 
Luke’s The Woodlands 
Hospital 

Years in Spring ISD: 15

REGINA COCHRAN
Years in Spring ISD: 18

RHONDA NEWHOUSE* 
Retired educator, 
adjunct professor 
at Prairie View A&M 
University

Years in Spring ISD: 14

ELECTION Q&A

LANNIE MILON, JR. STEVEN SMITH*

What makes you qualified to serve on the board of trustees?

What made you want to run for the position? What made you want to run for the position?

What do you believe is the most significant issue facing KISD?

KLEIN ISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES POSITION 2

Houston ISD 
educator

Years in  
Klein ISD: 1

Retired from 
oil and gas 
and finance 
industries

Years in  
Klein ISD: 21

Service and volunteering are two of the greatest things I can do for the 
community in which I reside. I want to be a humble servant in, to, and 
for my entire school district. So that my services are meaningful and 
impactful, I find it most appropriate to [serve] an area of work where I 
have the most familiarity and can immediately contribute to the KISD. 

Originally I wanted to use my professional skills to help optimize the 
quality of public education available in our community. Now, as I complete 
my first 3-year term, I have the experience with KISD to be even more 
effective. I love the challenge of the position and I work very hard to be 
the best I can be.

I want to be a part of the collaborative efforts in preparing, via policy adoption, for the predicted surge 
in population in the Klein ISD while also [serving] as a strategic thought partner as to how we effectively 
prepare our schools and wonderful employees for this population shift all while maintaining or accelerating 
KISD’s established [record of] education effectiveness. Our community deserves an additional experienced, 
proven educational leader to [serve] and volunteer on our board of trustees on behalf of our community as we 
strategically propel forward toward becoming the nation’s model place to reside, educate and service. 

[I served] as principal of Albert Thomas Middle School in HISD [and as] Network Executive Director of Jefferson 
Parish Public School System, which is located in the Greater New Orleans area. And currently, [I am serving] as 
a Performance and Continuous Improvement Manager for HISD, Texas’ largest school district and the nation’s 
seventh largest public school district. 

While KISD is an excellent district, it has its challenges. To me, rapidly changing demographics represent the 
largest challenge in Klein as well as in Texas as a whole. In Texas, over 60 percent of students come from 
economically disadvantaged homes. While KISD affords every student the opportunity to realize her or his 
potential, too many children have personal challenges that prevent them from realizing that potential. We need to 
set every student up for success, and that will take ever-increasing amounts of talent, creativity and resources. 
The very success of our community as well as our society depends on the success of our public schools.

First, I have the passion, the executive skills and the people skills to help see that the strategy set forth in KISD is 
the right one. I currently serve as the board’s vice president. Secondly, I have invested hundreds of hours during 
my first term in learning not only the workings of our district, but also learning the policy and politics of public 
education at the state level.

*Denotes incumbent

Compiled by Matt Stephens
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Leticia Van  
de Putte, D 

Dan Patrick, R

lieutenant governor

Chandrakantha 
Courtney, G

Robert D. Butler, LWendy R. Davis, DGreg Abbott, R

governor

Brandon Parmer, GKathie Glass, L Sam Houston, DKen Paxton, R

attorney general

Jamar Osborne, GJamie Balagia, L

Candidates were selected for 
this guide based on whom voters 

in the Spring/Klein area will be 
voting. Elections for municipal 

utility districts and special utility 
districts were not included. 

Uncontested races were also not 
included in the guide. 

Who represents me?
To find out who your elected officials 
are, visit www.fyi.legis.state.tx.us

DISTRICT
U.S. House
Representatives in the U.S. 
House serve unlimited two-year 
terms. A state’s representation is 
based on population. Population 
growth created four additional 
Texas districts in 2012. In this 
election, Texas voters will elect 
representatives for 36 districts.

District 2
Ted Poe*, R
Niko Letsos, D
James B. Veasaw, L 
Mark Roberts, G

District 8 
Kevin Brady*, R 
Ken Petty, L

Texas Senate
The Texas Senate is made up of 31 
single-member districts. Senators 
serve unlimited four-year terms.
 
District 7
Paul Bettencourt, R
Jim Davis, D
Whitney Bilyeu, L

District 15
Ron Hale, R
John Whitmire*, D

Texas House
The Texas House is made up of 150 
members representing districts of 
approximately 167,000 people each. 
Representatives serve unlimited 
two-year terms.

District 126 
Patricia Harless*, R 
Cris Hernandez, L

District 130 
Allen Fletcher*, R 
Art Browning, G

District 150 
Debbie Riddle*, R 
Amy Perez, D

 

STATEWIDE
U.S. Senate
Texas’ two U.S. senators each serve 
staggered, six-year terms with no 
term limits. Ted Cruz—whose seat 
is not up for election until 2018—
has been in office since 2012. The 
second seat has been held by John 
Cornyn since 2002. 

U.S. Senate
John Cornyn*, R
David M. Alameel, D
Rebecca Paddock, L
Emily “Spicybrown” Sanchez, G

Comptroller of Public Accounts 
The comptroller is responsible 
for managing the state’s finances 
by acting as its tax collector, 
accountant and treasurer. The 
comptroller is elected to four-year 
terms. Comptroller Susan Combs is 
not seeking re-election in 2014. 

Comptroller of  
Public Accounts 
Glenn Hegar, R
Mike Collier, D
Ben Sanders, L
Deb Shafto, G

Commissioner of the General 
Land Office  
The land commissioner manages 
state assets, investments and 
mineral rights and also chairs 
numerous boards and commissions. 
The commissioner is elected to 
four-year terms. Commissioner 
Jerry Patterson is not seeking 
re-election in 2014. 

Commissioner of the 
General Land Office 
George P. Bush, R
John Cook, D
Justin Knight, L
Valerie Alessi, G

Commissioner of Agriculture  
The agriculture commissioner 
manages consumer protection, 
agriculture, healthy living and 
economic development programs. 
The commissioner is elected to 
four-year terms. Commissioner 
Todd Staples is not seeking 
re-election in 2014. 

Commissioner of 
Agriculture 
Sid Miller, R
Jim Hogan, D
David (Rocky) Palmquist, L
Kenneth Kendrick, G

Railroad Commissioner  
Three commissioners are elected 
to six-year terms. A railroad 
commissioner has policy- and 
rule-making responsibilities for 
the commission, which, despite its 
name, no longer oversees Texas 
railroads. The commission now 
regulates the following:

• Exploration and production of oil 
and natural gas

• Compressed natural gas safety
• Pipeline safety
• Surface mining
• Gas utilities
• Liquefied petroleum gas
• Liquefied natural gas.

Railroad Commissioner, 
Place 2 
Ryan Sitton, R
Steve Brown, D
Mark A. Miller, L
Martina Salinas, G

Supreme Court of Texas  
Nine justices, including a chief 
justice, are each elected to six-year 
terms. The Supreme Court of Texas 
is the highest court for civil litigation 
statewide.

Chief Justice,  
Supreme Court 
Nathan Hecht*, R
William Moody, D
Tom Oxford, L

Justice, Supreme Court, 
Place 6, Unexpired Term
Jeff Brown*, R
Lawrence Edward Meyers, D
Mark Ash, L

Justice, Supreme Court, 
Place 7
Jeff Boyd*, R
Gina Benavides, D
Don Fulton, L
Charles E. Waterbury, G

Justice, Supreme Court, 
Place 8
Phil Johnson*, R
RS Roberto Koelsch, L
Jim Chisolm, G

Texas Court of Criminal Appeals 
Nine justices, including a presiding 
judge, are each elected to six-year 
terms. The Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals hears cases appealed 
from trial courts and cases that are 
punishable by the death penalty. 
The court also has the authority to 
grant habeas corpus to defendants 
found guilty of felony crimes.
 
Judge, Court of Criminal 
Appeals, Place 3
Bert Richardson, R
John Granberg, D
Mark W. Bennett, L

Judge, Court of Criminal 
Appeals, Place 4
Kevin Patrick Yeary, R
Quanah Parker, L
Judith Sanders-Castro, G

Judge, Court of Criminal 
Appeals, Place 9
David Newell, R
William Bryan Strange, III, L
George Joseph Altgelt, G

Proposition 1 
The constitutional amendment 
providing for the use and dedication 
of certain money transferred to the 
State Highway Fund to assist in 
the completion of transportation 
construction, maintenance and 
rehabilitation projects, not to include 
toll roads. 

State Board of Education 
Fifteen commissioners are elected 
from districts formed based on 
population and serve four-year 
terms. The State Board of Education 
governs policy and curriculum 
standards, serving as the leadership 
for the state’s public school system. 
Specific duties include: 

• Designating and mandating 
curriculum

• Governing educational programs 
and services

• Reviewing and adopting 
instructional material

• Overseeing investment of the 
Permanent School Fund

• Approving the creation of charter 
schools 

• Adopting regulations and 
standards for operating adult 
education programs.

District 4
Dorothy Olmos, R
Lawrence Allen*, D

HARRIS COUNTY
County Clerk
Stan Stanart*, R
Ann Harris Bennett, D

County Commissioner, 
Precinct 4
R. Jack Cagle*, R 
M.I. Badat, D

County Judge
Ed Emmett*, R
David Collins, G

County Treasurer
Orlando Sanchez*, R
David Rosen, D

District Clerk
Chris Daniel*, R
Judith Snively, G

LONE STAR COLLEGE 
SYSTEM

LSCS Trustee, Position 9 
Ken E. Lloyd 
Lamar Casparis 
Dom Bongiorni 

LSCS Proposition 1 
The issuance of $485,000,000 
school building bonds for the Lone 
Star College System comprised of 
LSC–North Harris, LSC–Kingwood, 
LSC–Tomball, LSC–Montgomery, 
LSC–Cy Fair and LSC–University 
Park for the construction, acquisition 
and equipment of school buildings 
in the System, school sites including 
instructional facilities; student 
services facilities; academic support 
facilities; campus support facilities; 
traffic infrastructure; plant system 
replacements; and technology 
infrastructure and the levying of the 
tax in payment thereof.

KLEIN ISD 
Trustee,  Position 2
Lannie M. Milon, Jr.
Steven E. Smith*

SPRING ISD 
Trustee, Position 4
Rhonda L. Faust*
Tammi Humphrey

Trustee, Position 5
Monica Charlton
Regina Cochran
Rhonda Newhouse*

Compiled by David Pollan and Matt Stephens

Governor The governor serves as 
the chief executive of Texas and 
can serve an unlimited number 
of four-year terms. The governor 

offers policy recommendations and 
may introduce bills, and is also 
responsible for appointing state 
board and commission members.

Lieutenant Governor The 
lieutenant governor of Texas is 
elected on a separate ticket from 
the governor. The lieutenant 

governor serves as president of the 
State Senate and is responsible 
for establishing committees and 
appointing members. 

Attorney General The attorney 
general is responsible for 
defending the state’s constitution, 
representing the state in court 

and approving public bond issues. 
Attorney General Greg Abbott is 
running for governor in 2014. 
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On Election Day, Nov. 4, residents must vote at their precinct’s polling location. Precinct numbers are printed on the voter registration card.

Harris County
Precincts and polling locations

0041, 0898 Immanuel Church, 26501 Border St., Spring

0082 Memorial Chase HOA Clubhouse, 9411 Landry Blvd., Spring

0110, 0888 Salyers Elementary, 25705 W. Hardy Road, Spring

0112 Krahn Elementary, 9502 Eday Drive, Spring

0113 Champions ESD, 12730 Champion Forest Drive, Houston

0246 Revival House Church, 2560 Old Louetta Loop, Spring

0263 Windrose Meeting House, 5740 Pine Lakes Blvd., Spring

0451 John Wesley United Methodist Church, 5830 Bermuda Dunes Drive, 

Houston

0452, 0735 Zwink Elementary, 22200 Frassati Way Drive, Spring

0464 Cypressdale Clubhouse, 4815 Elmbrook Drive, Spring

0466 Church of Christ on Bammel Road, 2700 W. FM 1960 Road, Houston

0477, 0624 Charles R. Hooks Education Center Cypress Creek EMS,  7111 

Five Forks Drive, Spring

0478 St. Timothy Lutheran Church, 14225 Hargrave Road, Houston

0482 Roth Elementary, 21623 Castlemont Lane, Spring

0500 Lemm Elementary, 19034 Joan Leigh Drive, Spring

0513 Yeager Elementary, 13615 Champion Forest Drive, Houston

0514 Strack Intermediate, 18027 S. Kuykendahl Road, Spring

0515 Brill Elementary, 9102 Herts Road, Spring

0516 Klenk Elementary, 6111 Bourgeois Road, Houston

0551, 0998 Hassler Elementary, 9325 Lochlea Ridge Drive, Spring

0552 Northampton MUD Community Center, 6012 Root Road, Spring

0588  Winship Elementary, 2175 Spring Creek Drive, Spring

0592  Kaiser Elementary, 13430 Bammel N. Houston Road, Houston

0601  Doerre Elementary, 18218 Theiss Mail Route Road, Spring

0615  Wells Middle School, 4033 Gladeridge Drive, Houston

0623  St. Dunstans Episcopal Church Parish Hall, 14301 Stuebner Airline Road, 

Houston

0631, 0783 Barbara Bush Branch Library, 6817 Cypresswood Drive, Spring

0633 Haude Elementary, 3111 Louetta Road, Spring

0634  Twin Creeks Milddle School, 27100 Cypresswood Drive, Spring

0648  Theiss Elementary, 17510 Theiss Mail Route Road, Klein

0668, 1025 Charterwood Clubhouse, 9818 Rodgers Road, Houston

0669 Church of Christ in Champions, 13902 Cutten Road, Houston

0690, 1030 Londonderry Clubhouse, 8331 London Way Drive, Spring

0823  Aerodome, 8220 Willow Place Drive N., Houston

0851  Spring Chateau, 4010 FM 2920, Spring

0853  Kuehnle Elementary, 5510 Winding Ridge Drive, Spring

0874  Cypresswood Community Association, 3705 Cypresswood Drive, Spring 

0876  Benignus Elementary, 7225 Alvin A. Klein Drive, Spring 

0880  Frank Elementary, 9225 Crescent Clover Drive, Spring

0897  Northgate Crossing Elementary, 23437 Northgate Crossing Blvd., Spring

0912 Ginger McNabb Elementary, 743 E. Cypresswood Drive, Spring

A complete list of Harris County polling locations may be found at  
www.harrisvotes.org.

election day voting locations

Voters may vote at any early polling location Oct. 20–31. 

Harris County
Champion Life Centre, 3031 FM 2920, Spring

Champion Forest Baptist Church/multi-purpose building, 4840 Strack 

Road, Houston

Baldwin Boettcher Branch Library, 22248 Aldine Westfield Road, Humble 

Prairie View A&M University–Northwest, 9449 Grant Road, Houston 

A complete list of Harris County polling locations and hours may be found at  
www.harrisvotes.org.

early voting locations

Voter ID requirements*

Texas voters are required to present one of seven specific forms of photo  

identification before they may cast their ballot. 

Under Senate Bill 14, which was passed by the Texas Legislature in 2011 but 

did not take effect until a June 25, 2013, decision by the U.S. Supreme Court, 

voters must present one of the following forms of identification to vote:

• Texas driver’s license

• Texas personal ID card issued by 

the Texas Department of Public 

Safety

• Texas concealed handgun license 

issued by DPS

• U.S. military ID card with photo

• U.S. certificate of citizenship or 

U.S. certificate of naturalization 

showing photo

• U.S. passport book or card

• Election ID certificate (EIC)

With the exception of the U.S. citizenship certificate, the identification must be 

current or have expired no more than 60 days before being presented for voter 

qualification at the polling.

To obtain a free EIC, voters will need to show documents proving citizenship and 

identity.  For most Texans, that means their birth certificate and two supporting 

documents, including:

• Social Security card

• Voter registration card

• School records

• Medicare or Medicaid card

• ID card issued by a government 

agency

• Unexpired insurance policy

• Expired Texas ID

Resources

• www.keepcalmvoteon.com

• www.harrisvotes.org

• www.sos.state.tx.us

*Information updated as of Oct. 9. Texas’ voter photo ID requirements are 

subject to change. Visit www.texas.gov for any updates.

COMPLETE COVERAGE AT IMPACTNEWS.COM/VOTE-2014

IMPORTANT DATES
In-person early voting: Oct. 20
Last day to apply for ballot by mail (received, not postmarked): Oct. 24
Last day of in-person early voting: Oct. 31
Election Day: Nov. 4, 7 a.m.–7 p.m. 

texas voter turnout* texas registered voters*

Source: Texas Secretary of State’s Office Source: Texas Secretary of State’s Office* For November elections * For November elections

2012 201258.6% 74.7%13,646,226 18,279,737

2010 201037.5% 70.6% 13,269,233 18,789,238

2008 200859.5% 76.5% 13,575,062 17,735,442

2006 200633.6% 78.6% 13,074,279  16,636,742

2004 200456.6% 81.5% 13,098,329  16,071,153

2002 200236.2% 81% 12,563,459 15,514,289

Total registered Total voting age populationTotal turnout Total registered

US Family Health Plan
presents the 2nd annual

USO WOODLANDS CLASSIC
hosted by Outlook Financial Group

with 100% of proceeds benefi ting USO Houston

THE WOODLANDS COUNTRY CLUB TOURNAMENT COURSE
Monday, November 3, 2014

www.usowoodlandsclassic.eventbrite.com

We would like to thank:
US Family Health Plan, Outlook Financial Group, DistributionNOW, 

Derrick Equipment Company, RSL Contractors, Fluor Corp., Direct Energy,
and all of our sponsors for their generous support.SPONSORSHIPS STILL AVAILABLE!
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For full-length candidate interviews, visit impactnews.com/skl

PAUL BETTENCOURT, REPUBLICAN

What made you want to run for this election?

What are your top two priorities if elected? 
What are your top two priorities if elected? 

If elected, what would you do to secure funding for 
transportation projects in your district?

If elected, what would you do to secure funding for 
transportation projects in your district?

What is the biggest concern for the future of this 
district?

What is the biggest concern for the future of this 
district?

The CEO of Bettencourt Tax Advisors, Paul 
Bettencourt served as the Harris County tax 
assessor-collector for 10 years. In addition to serving 
the position, Bettencourt held several offices for the 
county and statewide Republican parties. The nearly 
30-year resident of the district founded his business 
in 2009, which helps residential and commercial 
property owners protest property tax valuations. 

The job of a senator is an important public policy position in the state 
of Texas. And I feel that at this point of time in my life—I’ve been a 
government official and now a business owner—the combination of 
that and raising a family puts me at a real good place to [use] all that life 
experience to make an impact in Austin on public policy. 

There’s some things that really are important. One, to make sure we 
pass a good budget for the state of Texas with property tax relief. And 
also, two, to make sure our climate is good for job growth. I want to 
make sure we pass a good budget with property tax relief, and that we 
continue to foster a good climate for job growth. 

Education would be my top priority. The other would be health care and 
the expansion of health care. Education is the root. We’ve got to have 
first-rate education. You can’t have growth or competitiveness without 
a top educated workforce. We need to recognize our teachers [and] our 
educators and recognize that our children are our greatest resource. An 
educated workforce brings in jobs and industry. 

JIM DAVIS, DEMOCRAT

What made you want to run for this election?

A resident of Spring since 1984, Jim Davis served 
in the U.S. Marine Corps from 1975–79 and in 
Desert Storm as a reserve from 1990–91. He 
worked as an air traffic controller for 25 years 
with the Federal Aviation Administration before 
retiring four years ago. Davis is a member of the 
local post of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and 
serves on the Mercer Society. 

I decided I wanted to make a difference. I’ve always been active in the 
community at the grassroots level. I was an election judge [and] precinct 
chair. I was persuaded by friends and family [to run], but I’m not a 
politician and I don’t pretend to be all-knowing either. I don’t have the 
credentials of my opponent, but I’ve worked and fought for where I am 
and for my nation. [I have] learned to take risks, and this is one of them. 

One of the things we have to do is look at undiverting the motor vehicle 
fuel tax. I think that’s important because one of the problems with the 
state is that the streams of money get crossed. Money that is levied 
as a transportation tax or fee should go to transportation. That’s one 
of the things that I’ll consistently beat the drum on as an economic 
conservative—to uncross these streams and get these dedicated fees 
where they need to be. 

Our federal dollars are such that they’ve got to be utilized to their best 
effort. That’s always going to be ongoing to secure the federal dollars as 
well as using state funds. We’ve made some good improvements here at 
[FM]1960 [and with] the Grand Parkway coming in. Keeping that in mind, 
the upkeep of the infrastructure, that’s something that is antiquated now 
and needs to be upgraded. Those are areas that are vital to maintaining 
our strengths and vitality. I’ve been here 30 years. I’ve seen the growth 
firsthand, [and] you have to look at other options as well. 

One of the big public policy issues [and] one of the things that attracted me 
to running is I knew [state District] Judge [John] Dietz was going to throw 
out school finance. Sure enough, he did. What that means is that sometime 
in 2015, the Texas Supreme Court will rule on that case. And then we’ll 
have about once every generation—10–20 years—a complete reset of 
public education. We’ve got a chance to redo school finance. Right now, 
the fast growing school districts are in a real straitjacket because they’re 
being held hostage by 2006 levels. So, I think we really need to take a 
really long [look at] how to change the school funding formula. 

The biggest concern here is the growth. The Houston Metro area, we’re 
going to see some changes. [The district will see more] low-income 
housing. That’s growth—whether you like it or not—and we have to deal 
with that. And just rejecting everything isn’t the answer. We need to come 
up with the solution. Growth is going to be the big issue for the district. It’s 
a complex issue, [and] we have to be compassionate. 

DISTRICT 7 DEMOGRAPHICS

District 7 of the Texas Senate lies completely within Harris County 
and serves much of the north, northwest and west portions of the county. 
District 7 encompasses all of Tomball, Jersey Village, Bunker Hill Village 
and Hedwig Village. It also includes portions of Spring, Cy-Fair, Houston, 
Hunters Creek Village and Piney Point Village.  

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, TEXAS DISTRICT 2

ELECTION Q&A

Per capita income

$34,896

809,277
District 7 has a 
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TEXAS SENATE, DISTRICT 7 

Compiled by Matt Stephens

262,144
Occupied households

                   249

                 LOUETTA RD.

VINTAGE PARK BLVD.

HEB
SBUX

HEB

Join us all month long to celebrate ONE YEAR of bold, modern and casual French cuisine! 

126-B Vintage Park Blvd.
832.843.7422

LOCATED IN VINTAGE PARK

R O T I S S E R I E  M E AT S  •  F U L L  B A R  F E AT U R I N G  W I N E S  O N  TA P  •  P R I VAT E  D I N I N G  •  M E E T I N G  R O O M S  •  O P E N  K I T C H E N  •  PAT I O  •  S E G A F R E D O  C O F F E E 

1/2 PRICE CARAFES OF PRIVATE LABEL TAP WINES EVERY THURSDAY STARTING AT 4 P.M.
EXP. OCTOBER 30, 2014. MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER SPECIAL OFFER.

10% OFF CATERING ORDERS OF $150 OR MORE.
EXP. NOVEMBER 12, 2014. MUST PRESENT COUPON.NOW OFFERING CATERING!

WWW.EATATALLO.COM
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PROUD SPONSORS OF
Autism Services and Behavior Therapy

The Shape Of Behavior
17810 Spring Creek Forest Dr • Spring, TX 77379

Ph# 832.358.2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

 In Clinic Treatment   Social Skills   Shadowing   Diagnostic Services

Proudly serving children and 
their families since 2000.

Like us on Facebook to information 
on Free Trainings and Play Groups.

Champions Montessori
281-257-2700

Have you 
found your 
Montessori 
school yet?

championsmontessori.com

18 months–5 years
Limited space is available.

Montessori certified program.
Degreed teachers. Enrichment 

Programs. Kindergarten preparedness.

A BETTER TOMORROW BEGINS 
WITH BETTER GRADES TODAY!

281-655-4640
Call Today To 

Reserve Your Tutor!

Music and Test Prep

www.clubztutoring.com/spring 
www.clubztutoring.com/woodlands

$25 OFF
REGISTRATION*

• ONE-ON-ONE TUTORING IN YOUR HOME
 • ALL

 

SUBJECTS • PRE-K TO ADULT • YEAR ROUND PROGRAMS

• Specialist Available for ALL Math, Reading, & Science Levels 
• ADD/ADHD/Dyslexia etc. • Homework Help

 
• Organizational/Study Skills Course

• Power of Words Writing Skills Course 
• SAT/ACT/PSAT Prep • STAAR/EOC & EXIT Level Test Prep

• Pre-K, Kindergarten, & 1st Grade Prep • Jump Start Courses for All Grades
• Foreign Languages for School, Travel, or Enrichment 

• Home Schooling, Full-Time, or Supplemental 
• Computer Training

 

• Musical Instrument & Voice Lessons

and can only be used at initial registration

NEWS  15Spring | Klein Edition • October 2014
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Accountability ratings
In the performance index accountability system, first implemented in 2012–13, ratings are as follows:

Met Standard (MS): Met performance targets

Met Alternative Standard (MAS): Met performance targets for charter operators and alternative education 
campuses

Improvement Required (IR): Did not meet one or more performance targets

2013–14 Spring ISD accountability rating MS

District scores by grade
2013–14 State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) passing results*

Grade 3 Reading 67% Math 58%

Grade 4 Reading 62% Math 58%

Grade 5 Reading 67% Math 68%

Grade 6 Reading 65% Math 63%

Grade 7 Reading 66% Math 52%

Grade 8 Reading 71% Math 62%

End of course,
all grades

 English I 49%, English II 49%, algebra I 71%, biology 83%, U.S. history 88%
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by grade*
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1 Anderson MS 651 63.4% 76% 68% 71% 72% 71% 82% 88% 86% 29

2 Bammel IR 887 84.9% 50% 32% 40% 30% 46% 49% 48% 32% 27

3 Beneke MS 787 80.8% 76% 63% 59% 82% 58% 73% 70% 64% 32

4 Booker MS 969 83.8% 58% 53% 61% 71% 65% 66% 70% 61% 26

5 Burchett MS 709 64% 67% 63% 72% 83% 73% 79% 86% 80% 26, 29

6 Clark MS 1,507 87.4% 67% 65% 55% 38% 59% 57% 54% 63% 27, 28, 32

7 Cooper MS 783 84.4% 76% 83% 75% 70% 73% 80% 87% 92% 27

8 Eickenroht MS 608 88.3% 60% 61% 56% 61% 74% 64% 58% 69% 27, 32

9 Heritage MS 515 80.2% 63% 82% 49% 47% 57% 75% 77% 73% 28, 32

10 Hirsch IR 708 74.6% 60% 30% 65% 31% 53% 66% 53% 36% 26

11 Hoyland MS 892 90% 50% 37% 54% 48% 61% 46% 48% 54% 27, 32

12 Jenkins MS 764 72.8% 65% 59% 64% 68% 62% 69% 74% 65% 29

13 Lewis IR 689 92.2% 63% 50% 61% 44% 51% 48% 56% 47% 28

14 Link MS 683 89.5% 51% 32% 63% 55% 58% 75% 69% 70% 28

15 Major MS 654 88.5% 57% 42% 59% 57% 53% 69% 65% 65% 27, 32

16 Marshall MS 670 64.6% 76% 49% 62% 64% 71% 59% 47% 45% 26, 29

17 McNabb MS 739 71.9% 73% 64% 68% 48% 64% 71% 65% 56% 26, 31

18 Meyer MS 719 82.2% 81% 68% 64% 51% 61% 54% 76% 50% 27

19
Northgate 

Crossing
MS 735 49.4% 88% 76% 81% 79% 83% 81% 94% 79% 31

20 Ponderosa MS 723 75.1% 66% 55% 76% 62% 67% 73% 77% 62% 27, 32

21 Reynolds MS 729 74.3% 66% 67% 61% 62% 70% 65% 74% 57% 32

22 Salyers MS 716 69.7% 80% 66% 50% 54% 48% 70% 67% 60% 31

23 Smith MS 611 59.2% 70% 54% 76% 62% 76% 85% 86% 89% 26

24 Thompson MS 690 75.5% 64% 58% 50% 50% 50% 70% 68% 54% 28, 32

25 Winship MS 536 44.4% 75% 69% 68% 65% 56% 78% 69% 69% 26, 31

2012–13 statistics** State District

Economically disadvantaged 60.40% 73.20%

English Language Learners (ELL) 17.10% 18.80%

Average annual salary of teachers $48,821 $48,555

Average starting salary of teachers $41,878 $44,168
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by grade*
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26 Bailey MS 1,222 74.5% 65% 57% 68% 58% 64% 74% 67% 60% 39% 33, 35

27 Bammel Middle MS 1,273 87.% 56% 48% 65% 44% 57% 62% 49% 47% 36% 33, 36

28 Claughton MS 1,183 82.5% 59% 65% 59% 47% 56% 69% 62% 47% 38% 33, 36

29 Dueitt MS 951 69.6% 66% 74% 66% 51% 60% 74% 71% 62% 38% 35

30 Roberson MS 1,122 67.6% 73% 63% 73% 63% 70% 78% 64% 62% 39% N/A

31 Twin Creeks MS 967 52.8% 78% 75% 74% 63% 74% 81% 72% 59% 60% 33, 35

32 Wells MS 1,274 85.2% 61% 63% 58% 44% 54% 62% 59% 67% 38% 33, 36
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by subject*

End-of-course – all students
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33 Dekaney MS 2,688 77.8% 65% 77% 40% 38% 86%

34 Early College Academy MS 293 71% 92% 97% 85% 95% 100%

35 Spring MS 3,427 55.8% 60% 83% 48% 55% 85%

36 Westfield MS 3,204 73.3% 78% 87% 47% 48% 87%

District and school targets
The new accountability ratings were released this summer. In August, districts and 

campuses received ratings of Met Standard, Met Alternative Standard and Improve-
ment Required based on student State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness 
and end-of-course exam results from the 2013–14 school year and other indicators. 

Students began taking STAAR and end-of-course exams in 2012, but during the 
2013 legislative session lawmakers reduced the number of end-of-course exams from 
15 to five. High school students are required to pass algebra I, U.S. history, biology, 
English I and English II end-of-course exams before graduating. 

FOCUS
16  NEWS Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com

S P R I N G  I S D

Sources: Texas Education Agency, Pearson Education Inc., Spring ISD *Test results are from the spring 2014 STAAR and end-
of-course administrations with grades 5 and 8 results 
from the first administration only.

**2013–14 statistics will be available in November 2014

Compiled by Matt Stephens

Carl Wunsche High School enrollment and STAAR scores are included 
in other comprehensive high school data. 
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2014-15 Spring ISD feeder pattern

2014-15 Spring ISD school boundaries
MIDDLE SCHOOL BOUNDARIES

Spring35

Anderson

Jenkins

1

12

Dueitt29

McNabb

Winship

17

25

Lewis

Link

13

14

Beneke

Reynolds

3

21
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Thompson

9

24
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Marshall

5

16

Bammel

Cooper

Meyer

2

7

18

Clark6

Claughton28

For more information on schools in Spring ISD, visit www.springisd.org.
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BOUNDARIES HIGH SCHOOL BOUNDARIES

ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS

MIDDLE 
SCHOOLS

HIGH SCHOOLS

2013–14 Spring ISD total students 36,484
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Roberson Middle School and the Early College Academy are schools of choice and are not subject to feeder zones
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18 2K, 5K, 10K relay  
and fitness zone

The Stallion Stampedes local track team 
and We Can! FitZone host a variety of runs 
and activities at Forest Oaks Park. The event 
includes a USA Track and Field-certified 5K, 
as well as a 2K, 10K relay and a fitness zone. 
The fitness zone provides complimentary 
samples, demonstrations, a bounce house, 
face painting and food. Awards are presented 
to the overall male and female winners, along 
with age category winners for children ages 
6 and younger to adults age 50 and older. 8 
a.m.–1 p.m. $15–$37.50. Forest Oaks Park, 
19023 Joanleigh Drive, Spring.  
832-415-0568. www.texasstallions.org

18 Cirque-Tacular’s  
‘Alice and the Hatter’

The Centrum hosts a performance by 
Circque-Tacular, a show seen in more than 
70 countries and featured on numerous 
television networks and at national events. 
Acrobats balance, toss, catch and twist in 
a ballet of strength and stamina. 6 p.m. $6 
(students and children), $10 (seniors), $12 
(adult). The Centrum, 6823 Cypresswood 
Drive, Spring. 281-440-4850.  
www.cypresscreekface.org

24 through 26 
Haras Cup 

Spanning three days, the event consists of 
working horse riding competitions in different 
age brackets ranging from children age 13 
and under to advanced riders worldwide, 
as well as horse exhibitions, carnival, 
fashion show, cocktail gala and hat derby. 
Participants are eligible to win $60,000 in 
cash prizes. 8 a.m.–11 p.m. (Oct. 24–25), 
8 a.m.–7 p.m. (Oct. 26). Free (admission), 
$10 (parking per day), $25 (parking for Oct. 

24–26). Haras Hacienda, 26427 Peden Road, 
Magnolia. 281-259-4861. www.harascup.com 

25 Tricks and treats  
among the trees

The Jesse H. Jones Park and Nature 
Center hosts a Halloween event featuring 
a free trick or treat natural trail. Costumes 
are encouraged. 3:30–7 p.m. Free. Jesse 
H. Jones Park and Nature Center, 20634 
Kenswick Drive, Humble. 281-446-8588. 
www.hcp4.net 

November

01 Gumbo cook off
Special Angels of The Woodlands, a 

nonprofit providing daily activities for adults 
with mental and physical disabilities, hosts 
a fundraiser for its “Adopt An Angel” tuition 
assistance program. Cook off categories are 
seafood and non seafood. The deadline to 
register is Oct. 18. A silent auction, raffle and 
family-friendly activities are also scheduled. 
7 a.m. (competition check-in), noon (open 
to public). $100 (one category entry), $150 
(entry for both categories). Papa’s Ice House, 
314 Pruitt Road, Spring. 281-292-2073.  
www.specialangelsofthewoodlands.org

03 USO golf tournament 
Outlook Financial hosts the second 

annual USO Woodlands Classic at the 
Woodlands Country Club Tournament Course 
in Spring. Proceeds benefit USO Houston’s 
services and programs for troops and military 
families. 11 a.m.–7 p.m. Sponsorships begin 
at $150. Tournament Course, 730 S. Millbend 
Drive, The Woodlands. 832-691-8524.  
www.usowoodlandsclassic.eventbrite.com 

includes paintings, works on paper and other 
art recording Texas history. 10 a.m.– 5 p.m. 
(Mon.–Wed., Fri.–Sat.), 10 a.m.–8 p.m. (Thur.), 
Closed Sunday. Free. Pearl Fincher Museum 
of Fine Arts, 6815 Cypresswood Drive, 
Spring. 281-376-6322. www.pearlmfa.org  

13 ‘European Art in the  
Long Century’

The Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine Arts hosts 
European art history classes on Mondays 
this fall taught by Director Tim Novak. The 
class studies in-depth works by significant 
artists from 1793–1914 while providing more 
information on the artists and art movements 
of England, Germany, France and the low 
countries. The final chapter of the series 
studies art through World War I, featuring 
artists, such as Henri Matisse, Wassily 
Kandisky, Edward Munch, Pablo Picasso, 
Georges Braque and Marcel Duchamp. Art 
movements discussed include fauvism, 
futurism, symbolism and cubism. 6:30–8 p.m. 
Free. 6815 Cypresswood Drive, Spring.  
281-376-6322. www.pearlmfa.org

18 through 19 
‘Pink Out’ weekend

After painting its facade pink for the 
month of October, MainStreet America 
plans a variety of activities throughout 
the month in honor of Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month. MainStreet provides 
free admission to the park Oct. 18–19 for 
customers wearing pink. The weekend 
coincides with MainStreet’s Santa 
Market Oct. 18, where four of the Park’s 
showcase homes will be fully decorated 
in holiday fashion. MainStreet Furniture 
& Accessories store will also have its 
#PinkStreet tag sale. A portion of all 
sales proceeds go toward breast cancer 
awareness and research. 10 a.m.–8 p.m. 
(Oct. 18), 11 a.m.–6 p.m. (Oct. 19). Free 
(admission for customers wearing pink). 
MainStreet America, 18750 I-45, Spring. 
281-645-0140.  
www.mainstreetamerica.com

October

09 through Dec. 13  
‘Archeological Dress’

The Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine Arts 
presents the work of artist Sandria Hu 
through December in the Rebecca Cole 
Gallery. Hu’s exhibition features a series 
of collagraph prints and abstract paintings 
influenced by her cultural experiences 
abroad. Her works explore loss, identity and 
ritual. 10 a.m.– 5 p.m. (Mon.–Wed., Fri.–Sat.), 
10 a.m.–8 p.m. (Thur.), Closed Sunday. Free. 
6815 Cypresswood Drive, Spring.  
281-376-6322. www.pearlmfa.org

11 Second Saturday Settlers: 
Blacksmithing 

The Jesse H. Jones Park and Nature Center 
hosts this monthly event. Attendees this 
month watch blacksmiths transform raw 
metals into items used in a homestead. 1–3 
p.m. Free. Jesse H. Jones Park and Nature 
Center, 20634 Kenswick Drive, Humble.  
281-446-8588. www.hcp4.net

11 through 12 
Autumn Art & Texas  

Wine Festival 
Celebrating Texas Wine Month in Old Town 
Spring, this two-day wine and art festival 
showcases a wide array of Texas wineries 
featuring local red, white and sweet wines 
as well as several Houston micro-breweries. 
Participating vineyards include Clear 
Creek Vineyard, Pleasant Hill Winery, Los 
Pinos Ranch Vineyards, Red Road Winery, 
Bernhardt Winery, Dionisio Winery and 
Braman Winery. The event also offers local 
art, photography, crafts and fashion booths. 
10 a.m.–6 p.m. (Oct. 11), 11 a.m.–5 p.m. 
(Oct. 12). Free (general admission), $30 
(advanced wine tasting tickets). $7 (parking). 
Prices increase at the gate. Old Town Spring, 
427 Gentry St., Spring. 281-682-1403.  
www.winefesttexas.com

11 through Dec. 13 
‘Texas Before the Boom:  

1850–1900’ 
On display through November, this exhibition 
showcases selections from the Bobbie 
and John L. Nau Collection. The exhibition 
showcases the people and landscapes of 
Texas in the halcyon years before the oil 
boom changed the state. The collection 

CALENDAR

Fine arts show
Professional and amateur artists 
display paintings, sculpture, pottery, 

photography, metal works, mixed media and 
other media at Market Street’s annual outdoor 
arts show. Amid Market Street’s retailers and 
restaurants, the popular event is open to the 
public and includes live demonstrations, music 
and activities for aspiring artists of all ages. In 
the event of rain, the show will be Oct. 25. 10 
a.m.–7 p.m. Free. 9595 Six Pines Drive, The 
Woodlands. 281-419-4774.  
www.marketstreet-thewoodlands.com
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Worth the TRIP

Buy, Sell or Invest with the #1 Real Estate Company

CALL 281.444.3900 OR VISIT US ONLINE AT
WWW.PROFESSIONALSKW.COM

8101 Cypresswood Dr., Spring TX 77379
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Find more or submit Spring/Klein 
events at www.impactnews.com/
skl-calendar.

To have Spring/Klein events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Class Act Productions

Nancy Bock Center for Performing Arts
3800 S. Panther Creek Drive
The Woodlands • 281-292-6779
www.classactproductions.org 

October
10–12 ‘My Fair Lady’ 
 
 Houston Family Arts Center

10760 Grant Road
Houston • 281-685-6374
www.houstonfac.com

October
17–Nov. 27 ‘And Then There Were None’

November
28–Dec. 21 ‘A Christmas Carol’
 
   Symphony, 8 p.m. Playhouse  1960

6814 Gant Road, Ste. 116
Houston • 281-587-8243
www.ph1960.com

October 
09–18 ‘Bye Bye Birdie, Jr.’ 
31–Nov. 8 ‘Rabbit Hole’

November 
15–23 ‘Flat Stanley, Jr.’ 

December 
12–20 ‘Meet Me in St. Louis’ 

   Symphony, 8 p.m. The Texas Repertory Theatre

14243 Stuebner Airline Road
Houston • 281-583-7573
www.texreptheatre.org 

October 
16–Nov. 9 ‘Of Mice and Men’ 
One of the first plays ever performed by 
Texas Repertory Theatre, John 
Steinbeck’s “Of Mice and Men” tells 
the tale of George Milton and Lennie 
Smalls, two migrant workers living during 
the 1930s Dust Bowl era of the Great 
Depression. ($20–$38)

December 
03–22 ‘Sanders Family Christmas’

LIVE MUSIC CALENDAR
Live music in and around Spring/Klein

Compiled by Nicole Bradford and Matt Stephens

Big Texas Saloon

19959 Holzwarth Road
Spring • 281-353-8898
www.bigtexassaloon.com

October
 10  John Conlee, 10 p.m.
 24  Wade Bowen, 10 p.m. 

November
 21  JB & the Moonshine Band, TBA
 
   Symphony, 8 p.m. The Centrum

6823 Cypresswood Drive
Spring • 281-440-4850
www.cypresscreekface.org

October
 14 Ronald Radford, 3 p.m.

November
 01  Arrival: The Music of ABBA, 8 p.m. 
 09  River Oaks Chamber Orchestra, 4 p.m. 
 11  University of Houston Moores School  
   Concert Chorale, 3 p.m. 

   Symphony, 8 p.m. The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

2005 Lake Robbins Drive 
The Woodlands • 281-364-3011
www.woodlandscenter.org

October
 10  Ringo Starr and His All Starr Band,  
   8 p.m.
 11  Motley Crue with Alice Cooper, 7 p.m. 
 18  Buzzfest 32 with Chevelle, Papa Roach, 
   Cage the Elephant, Young the Giant,  
   Switchfoot, Big Data, Milky Chance,  
   P.O.D., The Dirty Heads, Evans Blue,  
   New Politics, Bear Hands, Bad Suns,  
   New Medicine, noon
 23  Jason Aldean with Florida Georgia Line  
   and Tyler Farr, 7:30 p.m.
 24  Hocus Pocus Pops with the Houston  
   Symphony, 7:30 p.m. 
 30  Arctic Monkeys, 8 p.m.

December
 04 Holly Jolly Jingle, 7 p.m.

Dosey Doe Big Barn 

25911 I-45 N. 
The Woodlands • 281-367-3774
www.doseydoe.com

October
 09  Somebody’s Darling, 8:30 p.m.
 10  Guy Forsyth, 8:30 p.m. 
 11  Restless Heart, 8:30 p.m.
 15  Sean McConnell, 8 p.m. 
 16  Karen Casey, 8:30 p.m. 
 17  The Seldom Scene, 8:30 p.m.
 18  Tommy Castro and The Pain Killers,  
   8:30 p.m.
 19  Mercury, 7 p.m.
 21  Cornmeal, 8 p.m.
 23  Tab Benoit, 8:30 p.m.
 24  Karla Bonoff, 8:30 p.m.
 25  Kraig Parker, 8:30 p.m.
 26  Bellamy Brothers, 7:30 p.m.

 29  Dave Mason’s “Traffic Jam,” 8 p.m.
 30  Dave Mason’s “Traffic Jam,” 8:30 p.m.
 31  Russell Moore and the IIIrd Time Out,  
   8:30 p.m.

November
 01  David Frizzell, 8:30 p.m.
 02  The Time Jumpers, 4 p.m. and  
   7:30 p.m.
 03  Bill Hearn, 7:30 p.m.
 06  Jeannie Seely with Tim Atwood,  
   8:30 p.m.
 07  Jay and the Americans, 8:30 p.m.
 08  Kevin Black, 8:30 p.m.
 09  John Gorka, 7:30 p.m.

Dosey Doe Music Cafe 

463 FM 1488
Conroe • 936-271-2171
www.doseydoe.com   

October
 09  Ian Moore, 8:30 p.m.
 10  Anna Nalick, 8:30 p.m.
 11  The Derailers, 8:30 p.m.
 12  Mac Powell, 7:30 p.m.
 13  Nashville Songwriters Association,  
   7:30 p.m.
 15  Brandon Steadman & Mad Dean,  
   8 p.m.
 16  Band of Heathens, 8:30 p.m.
 17  Luke Wade & No Civilians, 8:30 p.m.
 18  Ezra Charles, 8:30 p.m.
 19  Landau Eugene Murphy Jr., 7:30 p.m.
 20  Dillon Biggs, Zara & Friends, 8 p.m.
 22  Hooked 4 Life, 8 p.m.
 23  James Hunter, 8:30 p.m.
 24  Jim Lauderdale, 8:30 p.m.
 25  Steel Wheels, 8:30 p.m.
 26  Tom McKinney’s Vocal Showcase, 
    2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
 27  Old Salt Union, 8 p.m.
 29  Doug Moreland & Tony Ramey, 8 p.m.
 30  Chuck Mead of BR549, 8:30 p.m.
 31  Cool Freddie E. & the Crew, 8:30 p.m.

November
 01  Hamilton Loomis Band, 8:30 p.m.
 03  Neulore, 8 p.m.
 05  Pauline Reese & Cyrus James, 8 p.m.
 06  Fred Eaglesmith, 8:30 p.m.
 07  Brandon Rhyder, 8:30 p.m.
 08  Liz Longley, 8:30 p.m.
 12  Sheila Marshall & Jake Kellen, 8 p.m.
 13  Dave Barnes, 8:30 p.m.
 14  Lincoln Durham, 8:30 p.m.
 15  David Wilcox, 8:30 p.m.
 25  Russell Boyd, 7:30 p.m.  

THEATER 
CALENDAR
Live performances in and 
around Spring/Klein

C
o

ur
te

sy
 T

ex
as

 R
ep

er
to

ry
 T

he
at

re

SAVE
BIG
IN SPRING

Stop by our office 
for a free auto quote 
and see how much 

you could save.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are 
not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a 
registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance 
Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. 
Subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2014. © 2014 GEICO

713-224-3426 
1403 Spring Cypress Road

Spring, TX  
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IS THE #1 SOURCE  FOR LOCAL NEWS
COMMUNITY  IMPACT  NEWSPAPER

of our readers 
are ages 25-5470%

We’d like to introduce your business to our engaged audience!

02.03.14

Annual Income

 <25K 5%

 25–35K 7%

 35–50K 10%

 50–75K 20%

 75–100K 20%

 100–150K 21%

 150+ 17%

Education

 H.S. or less 2%

 H.S. graduate 16%

 Some college 19%

 College degree 41%

 Advanced degree 22%

READER DEMOGRAPHICS

PROOF OF IMPACT 
READERSHIP & DEMOGRAPHICS

Readex Research is a nationally recognized independent research company located in Stillwater, Minnesota. Since its 
founding in 1947, Readex has completed thousands of surveys for hundreds of different clients nationwide. The 2013 
Community Impact Newspaper survey sample included 3,500 random addresses, and data was collected via mail 
survey from August 15 to September 26, 2013. The margin of error for percentages based on 781 usable responses is 
±2.9 percentage points at the 90% confidence level. — www.readexresearch.com 

International Demographics, Inc. (The Media Audit) was founded in April 1971 as a Texas corporation and conducts 
media surveys in more than 90 US cities annually. These telephone surveys are independent. Telephone numbers 
for the Austin survey were drawn at random from all existing telephone exchanges in Bastrop, Caldwell, Hays, Travis 
and Williamson counties, Texas. Interviews were completed with 661 adults age 18 or older from August 16, 2013 
through September 14, 2013. At a 95% confidence level, percentages based on total respondents in this report have a 
maximum accuracy range of ±3.8 percentage points. — www.themediaaudit.com 

PERCENT OF REGULAR READERS  (3 of the last 4 issues)

Austin Metro
Community Impact Newspaper 85%
Austin American-Statesman 48%
Austin Chronicle 21%
Austin Business Journal 6%

Houston Metro
Community Impact Newspaper 81%
Houston Chronicle 47%
The Villager 21%
Houston Business Journal 3%

DFW Metro (Grapevine/Colleyville/Southlake) 
Community Impact Newspaper 74%
Fort Worth Star-Telegram 42%
Grapevine Courier 39%
Southlake Journal 23%

Gender

 Female  53%

 Male  47%

Age

 18–24 5%

 25–34 25%

 35–44 25%

 45–54 20%

 55–64 12%

 65–74 9%

 75+ 4%

70% 

63% 

58% 

of our readers 
are age 25–54

of our readers 
are college 
graduates

of our readers 
earn more 
than 75K

Median Income  ............................. $84,750
Median Age  ............................................ 42
Homeowners  ......................................  74%
Median Home Value  ................... $244,301

OTHER NOTEWORTHY RESULTS

Community Impact Newspaper 
was ranked as the 

#1 Source 
for local news in all three  
metro areas we serve.

The typical reader read 

4 of the last 4 issues
of Community Impact Newspaper.

40% 
of respondents said they have 

used coupons from the paper.

95% 
of respondents said they read 
Community Impact Newspaper.

85% 
of respondents said they have 

taken action after reading an issue.

The typical reader passes his or her 
copy of Community Impact Newspaper 

along to at least one other person.

of respondents said they read 
Community Impact Newspaper.95%

of our readers 
earn more than $75K58% of our readers 

are college graduates63%
of our readers 
are homeowners74%

of respondents said they have 
taken action after reading an issue. 85%

40% of respondents said they have 
used coupons from the paper. 

06.11.14

OUR OTHER PRODUCTS
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

HEALTHCARE DIRECTORY 

The Healthcare Directory is an in-paper 

guide that provides a comprehensive 

listing of area hospitals and physicians. 

The directory also contains health 

care–related news and features that 

are relevant to the communities we 

serve, and it is the most widely distrib-

uted health care directory in Texas.

—Ads and sponsorships are available.

Dr. Kenny HavardDr. Travis Hildebrand

4402 Williams Dr., Ste. 106  •  512.869.4100  •  GeorgetownPediatricDentistry.com

Board Certified Pediatric Dentists

Jan 1: New Years DayJan 3: GISD/HISD  school holidayJan 17: Martin Luther King Day - 

GISD/HISD school holidayJan 31: HISD student holiday - 
Staff development dayFeb 2: Groundhog DayFeb 9: Elementary, middle 

school early releaseFeb 14: Valentines Day

Feb 14: GISD Bad weather  
make up dayFeb 16: HISD Elementary/ 

middle school early releaseFeb 17: HISD Elementary/ 
middle school early releaseFeb 21: Presidents Day -  

HISD Student holidayMarch 1: HISD Taks testingMarch 1-4: GISD Taks testing
March 9: Elementary, middle 
school early releaseMarch 13: Daylight Savings 

time beginsMarch 14-18: GISD/HISD Spring 

Break
March 17: St. Patricks DayMarch 20: First day of spring

Important Dates       to Remember

New Year’s Resolution Special$25 Dental Dollars 

New Year’s Resolution Special$25 Dental Dollars Valid with new patient exam, cleaning and x-rays.

Must present coupon at time of visit.

INSERTS 

Inserted into the monthly editions 

of Community Impact Newspaper, 

these advertisements provide 

the ability to target your audience 

in specific cities, ZIP codes or 

neighborhoods. Customized 

quotes are available for printing 

and distributing or for distribution 

of preprinted materials.
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CONNECTED

Connected is an annual community 

guide for all current and future resi-

dents. This publication features local 

restaurants, shops, parks and more. 

Connected offers advertisers an op-

portunity to be part of the most com-

prehensive community and relocation 

guide available in the marketplace. 

—Ads and sponsorships are available.

IMPACTNEWS.COM

Reach more than 125,000 readers who are 

active online each month via interactive, 

trackable and targeted advertising. In addition 

to content from all the editions of our monthly 

newspaper, our website has web-exclusive 

stories, reader comments, a community 

calendar, videos and more. You can feel 

confident that your message is reaching your 

target market because more than 75% of our 

web readers are local. impactnews.com is also 

available in a mobile-friendly format.

—Two levels of sponsorship are available.

E-NEWSLETTER

Our free, weekly e-newsletter goes straight 

to the reader’s inbox to keep readers up to 

date on all the latest news and developments 

throughout the month.

—Sponsorship ads are available.

IMPACTDEALS.COM

Your coupon offers and a feature page 

highlighting your business is included in 

your purchase when you run a print ad 

in our Impact Deals section. Your feature 

page includes a map to your location, basic 

information about your business including 

hours of operation and contact information, 

as well as a link through to your website. 

impactdeals.com is also available in a 

mobile-friendly format.

STICKY NOTE

The 3” x 3” sticky note is 

a great way to advertise:

• Special offers

• Sales events

• Sporting events

• Promotions

• Branding

YOUR
MESSAGE 

HERE
On a 3”x3” Sticky Note

201
1

Healthcare Directory

Sponsored by
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EDUCATION FOCUS

The Education Focus is an in-paper guide 

to regional elementary, m
iddle and high 

schools, including editorial content, school 

feeder patterns, statistical charts and maps. 

—Four levels of sponsorship are available.

SMART DETACHED 

ADDRESS LABELS

SmartDALs are mailed 

with Community Impact 

Newspaper but separated 

for solo-mail visibility. 

Reach thousands of local 

residents for a fraction of 

standard postal rates.

Try the Hook & Ladder ®. It’s the best sub roll ever, stuffed with hot Virginia honey ham, smoked turkey breast, and melted
Monterey Jack cheese. Our way beats their way.  Take one bite. If you don’t agree, it’s free®.
Visit FirehouseSubs.com to order online and find your nearest location.

Kids 12 and Under Eat Free Every Tuesday.
Limit one Kids’ Combo with purchase of one adult meal. Dine-in only.

The offer only valid at this tasty location. 201 University Oaks Blvd * Behind IKEA, Next to REI * PH: 512-244-9494.

© 2010 Firehouse Subs. This offer valid 
with coupon at participating restaurants. 
Prices and participation may vary, see 
restaurant for details. Limit one per 

customer, per visit. Not valid with any 
other offers. KIDS.

We Steam Our Meats And Cheeses 
For Massive Flavor.

HEALTHCARE DIRECTORY
In the November Edition. Ads and 
sponsorships are available. 

SMART DETACHED ADDRESS LABELS
Mailed with Community Impact Newspaper for solo-mail 
visibility. Reach thousands of local residents for a fraction 
of standard postal rates.

06.11.14

OUR OTHER PRODUCTS
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

HEALTHCARE DIRECTORY 
The Healthcare Directory is an in-paper 
guide that provides a comprehensive 
listing of area hospitals and physicians. 
The directory also contains health 
care–related news and features that 
are relevant to the communities we 
serve, and it is the most widely distrib-
uted health care directory in Texas.

—Ads and sponsorships are available.

Dr. Kenny Havard

Dr. Travis Hildebrand

4402 Williams Dr., Ste. 106  •  512.869.4100  •  GeorgetownPediatricDentistry.com

Board Certified Pediatric Dentists

Jan 1: New Years Day

Jan 3: GISD/HISD  

school holiday
Jan 17: Martin Luther King Day - 

GISD/HISD school holiday

Jan 31: HISD student holiday - 

Staff development day

Feb 2: Groundhog Day

Feb 9: Elementary, middle 

school early release

Feb 14: Valentines Day

Feb 14: GISD Bad weather  

make up day
Feb 16: HISD Elementary/ 

middle school early release

Feb 17: HISD Elementary/ 

middle school early release

Feb 21: Presidents Day -  

HISD Student holiday

March 1: HISD Taks testing

March 1-4: GISD Taks testing

March 9: Elementary, middle 

school early release

March 13: Daylight Savings 

time beginsMarch 14-18: GISD/HISD Spring 

BreakMarch 17: St. Patricks Day

March 20: First day of spring

Important Dates       to Remember

New Year’s 

Resolution Special$25 Dental Dollars 

New Year’s 

Resolution Special$25 Dental Dollars 

Valid with new patient exam, cleaning and x-rays.

Must present coupon at time of visit.

INSERTS 
Inserted into the monthly editions 
of Community Impact Newspaper, 
these advertisements provide 
the ability to target your audience 
in specific cities, ZIP codes or 
neighborhoods. Customized 
quotes are available for printing 
and distributing or for distribution 
of preprinted materials.
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BARKER

Roofing & Sheetmetal, Inc.

Drywall • Stucco • Gutters

Sponsored by

A publication of 

Inside

•  Tra
nsportation updates  

•  Locally o
wned restaurants and shops 

•  Parks and trails in your neighborhood 

•  History o
f the city

•  Residential real estate

CONNECTED
Connected is an annual community 
guide for all current and future resi-
dents. This publication features local 
restaurants, shops, parks and more. 
Connected offers advertisers an op-
portunity to be part of the most com-
prehensive community and relocation 
guide available in the marketplace. 

—Ads and sponsorships are available.

IMPACTNEWS.COM
Reach more than 125,000 readers who are 
active online each month via interactive, 
trackable and targeted advertising. In addition 
to content from all the editions of our monthly 
newspaper, our website has web-exclusive 
stories, reader comments, a community 
calendar, videos and more. You can feel 
confident that your message is reaching your 
target market because more than 75% of our 
web readers are local. impactnews.com is also 
available in a mobile-friendly format.

—Two levels of sponsorship are available.

E-NEWSLETTER
Our free, weekly e-newsletter goes straight 
to the reader’s inbox to keep readers up to 
date on all the latest news and developments 
throughout the month.

—Sponsorship ads are available.

IMPACTDEALS.COM
Your coupon offers and a feature page 
highlighting your business is included in 
your purchase when you run a print ad 
in our Impact Deals section. Your feature 
page includes a map to your location, basic 
information about your business including 
hours of operation and contact information, 
as well as a link through to your website. 
impactdeals.com is also available in a 
mobile-friendly format.

STICKY NOTE
The 3” x 3” sticky note is 
a great way to advertise:

• Special offers
• Sales events
• Sporting events
• Promotions
• Branding

YOUR
MESSAGE 
HERE
On a 3”x3” Sticky Note

Healthcare Directory

Sponsored by

Cedar Park    •    Georgetown    •    Hutto    •   Leander    •    Northwest Austin    •    Pflugerville    •    Round Rock    •    Taylor

20112011
Healthcare Directory

Healthcare Directory20112011
Healthcare Directory20112011

Cedar Park    •    Georgetown    •    Hutto    •   Leander    •    Northwest Austin    •    Pflugerville    •    Round Rock    •    Taylor

Cedar Park    •    Georgetown    •    Hutto    •   Leander    •    Northwest Austin    •    Pflugerville    •    Round Rock    •    Taylor

EDUCATION FOCUS
The Education Focus is an in-paper guide 
to regional elementary, middle and high 
schools, including editorial content, school 
feeder patterns, statistical charts and maps. 

—Four levels of sponsorship are available.

SMART DETACHED 
ADDRESS LABELS
SmartDALs are mailed 
with Community Impact 
Newspaper but separated 
for solo-mail visibility. 
Reach thousands of local 
residents for a fraction of 
standard postal rates.

Try the Hook & Ladder ®. It’s the best sub roll ever, stuffed with hot Virginia honey ham, smoked turkey breast, and melted

Monterey Jack cheese. Our way beats their way.  Take one bite. If you don’t agree, it’s free®.

Visit FirehouseSubs.com to order online and find your nearest location.

Kids 12 and Under Eat Free Every Tuesday.

Limit one Kids’ Combo with purchase of one adult meal. Dine-in only.

The offer only valid at this tasty location. 201 University Oaks Blvd * Behind IKEA, Next to REI * PH: 512-244-9494.

© 2010 Firehouse Subs. This offer valid 

with coupon at participating restaurants. 

Prices and participation may vary, see 

restaurant for details. Limit one per 

customer, per visit. Not valid with any 

other offers. KIDS.

We Steam Our Meats And Cheeses 

For Massive Flavor.

impactnews.com • 281.469.6181

506,614The Houston Metro Editions
 of Community Impact 

Newspaper are distributed to homes and businesses.

09.09.14

DISTRIBUTION WITH AN IMPACT
Community Impact Newspaper offers 
advertisers the opportunity to reach 100 
percent of businesses and residents via 
U.S. mail in a newspaper format. 

TOTAL DISTRIBUTION 

 1,265,041

AUSTIN METRO

Cedar Park/Leander 55,291

Georgetown 32,350

Lake Travis/Westlake 55,511

Round Rock/Pflugerville/Hutto 97,910

San Marcos/Buda/Kyle 52,896

Central Austin 88,334

Northwest Austin 77,775

Southwest Austin 84,609

DFW METRO

Frisco 55,558

Grapevine/Colleyville/ 
Southlake/Westlake 44,135

Plano 114,058

HOUSTON METRO

Cy-Fair 116,625

Katy 89,655

Spring/Klein 86,904

Sugar Land/Missouri City 82,781
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Choice Tee

   
    

    
                 E. Cypressw

ood D
r.

45

Owner Justin Johnson has seen business grow since opening Choice Tee Golf and Putt Putt in 2008.  
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Choice Tee
Business offers ‘more than a bucket of balls’

J ustin Johnson’s passion for the 
game of golf started at a young age, 
picking up clubs for the first time 

at 4 years old. Justin’s father always told 
him that business deals were made on 
the golf course, and he needed to learn 
the game if he planned to work in the oil 
and gas or pharmaceutical industries. 

“That kind of drove me, and I’m a 
very independent person, so I like the 
concept of what you practice is what 
your game will be,” Johnson said. 
“That’s where my drive for golf came. 
I’m obsessed with it now.” 

Since opening Choice Tee Golf and 
Putt Putt in 2008, Johnson has helped 
beginning golfers foster their own pas-
sion for the sport. After graduating from 
college with a background in marketing, 
Johnson said he and his father, Chuck 
Johnson, had an idea to start a Par 3 golf 
course, which evolved into a driving 
range concept. 

“It was just kind of a dream,” he said. 
“My dad and I partnered up and decided 
to come up with an idea. We kind of 
wanted a driving range with a country 
club feel instead of a bucket of balls in 
the middle of a field.” 

The Johnsons came across the auto-
mated driving range design, technology 
that is popular in Japan and Australia, 
Johnson said. The pair purchased the 
rights from the largest provider of the 
technology, Range Automation, he said, 
which allows Choice Tee to be the only 
provider of the system for 10 years across 
the state of Texas. 

Although the driving range makes 
up the majority of Choice Tee’s busi-
ness, Johnson said the mini golf course  
brings in about 40–50 customers on the 
weekends. 

“The concept was dad or mom could 
come hit golf balls [and] kids could come 
play miniature golf,” Johnson said. “It 
actually ended up working really well, 
that actually kids like golf, so they’ll hit 
range balls and then play miniature golf.” 

Johnson is also the golf pro on staff, 
providing lessons to golfers of all ages. 
As the vast majority of his students are 
beginners, Johnson said he focuses on 
form, structure and setup. 

“We strive ourselves on making sure 
the golfer’s comfortable and not going, 
‘Here’s Tiger Woods’ swing. Here’s Rory 
[McIlroy’s] swing,’” he said. “We modify 
the swing toward their body caliber and 
what their body will be able to do on the 
course so they don’t hurt themselves.” 

Local schools, including Spring and 
Klein Collins high schools and York 
Junior High, even practice at Choice Tee.

The business has helped young golfers 
make their golf teams at the high school 
level and has even seen some students 
go on to play in college, Johnson said. A 
4-year old student recently brought in a 
trophy to show Johnson after she won her 
first tournament. 

“It’s very rewarding to see people 
actually come back and say, ‘Hey, your 
lessons helped me out or impacted me,’” 
he said. 

Since opening six years ago, Johnson 
said the business has seen steady growth. 
Despite TopGolf Houston North opening 
just down Cypresswood Drive, he said 
business has seen a boost in sales because 
of the golf entertainment chain. 

“[TopGolf] has definitely brought the 
awareness to golf around Spring, so it’s 
brought more awareness about us to 
other golfers who are going there and 
didn’t know we existed,” he said. 

BUSINESS

708 E. Cypresswood Drive
Spring • 281-350-4900
www.choiceteegolf.com 
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–9 p.m.,  
Sat. 9 a.m.–10 p.m., Sun. noon–9 p.m.

By Matt Stephens

Choice Tee is the only driving range in the state to 
offer this specialized automated driving range. 

The golf business caters to birthday parties and 
corporate events. 

In addition to the driving range, Choice Tee offers 
a 19-hole miniature golf course. 

Par for the course

15%Business  
is growing

per  
year

6 driving ranges
in the U.S. with this specialized 

automated driving range

One of only

19
hole

Choice Tee 
offers a  

miniature  
golf course

19 150
golfers

Driving 
range sees 

about 

per day on  
the weekends

Properties that are 
priced to sell are 

considered “in” the 
market. Properties 

that aren’t are 
considered simply 
“on” the market.
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Dominion Collection

Columbus Day Sale Going On Now!
A Great Selection for the Entire Family.

6911 FM 1960 W
Houston, TX 77069
281- 444-5740

888-647-6611  |  Four Houston Locations  |  AusTin • DALLAs • HousTon • sAn AnTonio

biLLiArDFACTory.CoMsigtheater.com

20243 KUYKENDAHL RD. SPRING, TX. 77379 

CALL 281-500-8660 TO SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT OR BOOK ONLINE AT 
WWW.WINDROSEFAMILYMEDICINE.COM

Compassionate Care for your entire family!

Dr. Lacrecia FosterDr. Rochelle Pondt  Dr. Bijoy Mukherjee

SPORTS & CAMP PHYSICALS NOW!

**ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS, INCLUDING MEDICARE!**

OUR BOARD CERTIFIED FAMILY MEDICINE PHYSICIANS ARE DEDICATED TO 
CARING FOR OUR NEIGHBORS LIKE THEY ARE MEMBERS OF OUR OWN FAMILY. 

IMMUNIZATIONS • WELL WOMAN EXAMS 
PHYSICAL EXAMS - ADULT & CHILD  • ACUTE CARE

ASSESSMENTS & TREATMENT FOR: 
DIABETES • HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE • HIGH CHOLESTEROL

DIGESTIVE DISORDERS  • ASTHMA • & MORE

UH is an EEO/AA institution. 
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Bailey’s Restaurant
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Leigh Ann Moser has owned and operated Bailey’s Restaurant in Spring since May 2002.
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Bailey’s Restaurant
Iconic family name, southern-style  
dishes live on in Spring community

B ailey’s Restaurant owner Leigh 
Ann Moser has strived for the 
past 12 years to stay true to the 

rich history and family atmosphere 
behind her restaurant’s iconic name that 
spans nearly a century in the Greater 
Houston area.

“I do know that the family name and 
the history behind Bailey’s [Restaurant] is 
a big thing,” Moser said. “There’s people 
that come in here just about every day, tell 
me stories and ask me all the time, ‘Are 
you a Bailey?’ The history of [Bailey’s], the 
home cooking, friendly atmosphere and 
people being treated like our family has a 
lot to do with [its popularity].”

From the ’30s to the ’80s, four brothers 
from the Bailey family owned and oper-
ated as many as 10 namesake Southern-
style restaurants throughout North 
Houston. After the locations closed, Gayle 
Bailey, a daughter of one of the founding 
brothers, continued the family’s legacy in 
August 1999 by opening Bailey’s Restau-
rant with her brother in Spring. 

Gayle Bailey, who was taking time away 
from the restaurant to work as a real estate 
agent, stumbled upon Moser at a local 
business in Spring 12 years ago. Moser 
had more than 13 years of experience in 
the food industry, but was searching for a 
job in another field. 

“When I quit [working at] Outback 
Steakhouse, I was trying to get out of the 
restaurant business, but we came upon 
[Bailey’s] and I just think it was meant to 
be,” she said. 

Moser decided to take ownership of the 
restaurant in May 2002. 

Bailey’s Restaurant prides itself on serv-
ing a full range of breakfast items all day 
as well as a lunch and dinner menu with 
customer favorites, such as chicken-fried 
steak, burgers, catfish, meatloaf and King 

Ranch chicken casserole. The restaurant 
uses the same southern-style Bailey fam-
ily recipes that call for fresh ingredients 
every day. 

Moser has developed close friendships 
with her regular customers since purchas-
ing the restaurant. Several of her long time 
customers even attended her wedding to 
her husband, Jeff, eight years ago. 

“The hardest thing about working the 
restaurant is getting so close to [custom-
ers] and losing them,” Moser said. “We 
do have a lot of elderly [customers] and 
when they pass away it’s difficult. I lost a 
dear friend of mine in January who was 
wonderful. He told everybody I saved his 
life because he would come in here after 
he lost his wife.”

Along with the restaurant’s longevity in 
the community, five of the restaurant’s 10 
employees have worked with Moser since 
she took ownership 12 years ago.

“I’ve had many of my cooks here as long 
as I’ve owned the place, so they’ve been 
very loyal,” Moser said. “I try for the most 
part to hire good quality people, and I 
always tell them when I hire them, ‘This is 
how it is here. These are our family mem-
bers, so make sure you treat them well.’”

Although August was the restaurant’s 
busiest month ever, Moser has no plans 
to expand the restaurant or add new loca-
tions in the future. 

The owner seeks to continue foster-
ing friendships with her customers and 
providing quality service.

“I’m a people person—probably 85 per-
cent to 90 percent of these people in here 
are like family members to us,” Moser 
said. “They come every day, sometimes 
twice a day, sometimes two or three 
times a week or three to five times a 
month. We just strive to really take care 
of our guests.”

DINING

17032 Stuebner Airline Road
Spring • 281-655-5569
Hours: Tue.–Fri. 7:30 a.m.–9 p.m.,  
Sat. 8 a.m.–9 p.m., Sun. 8 a.m.–2 p.m.,  
Closed Mondays

Customer favorites
• Bailey’s homemade biscuits and 

gravy: The breakfast dish is made with 
fluffy buttermilk biscuits and creamy 
sausage. ($6.25)

• Country breakfast: The meal consists 
of eggs cooked to order with a choice of 
crispy bacon or sausage, hash browns or 
grits and a homemade biscuit or buttered 
toast. ($7.95 for three eggs, $7.55 for two 
eggs, $6.95 for one egg)

• Chicken-fried steak: The dinner plate is 
served with one side item—either french 
fries, homemade onion rings or mashed 
potatoes—as well as salad and Texas 
toast. ($11.95)

• Jumbo cheeseburger: The burger 
is served with lettuce, tomato, onion, 
pickles and mustard. ($8.25 burger only, 
$9.25 basket)

The restaurant cooks its hamburgers to order 
with fresh ground beef ($6.50–$9.25).

Chicken-fried steak is a popular dish ($11.95).

Bailey’s Restaurant serves homemade chicken 
and dumplings on Wednesdays ($8.75–$9.75).

By Liza Winkler

AUTOMOTIVE
First Class Service

AUTOMOTIVE
Louetta

www.LouettaAuto.comwww.LouettaAuto.com

Mon-Fri  7am-7pm
Saturday  7am-6pm
Mon-Fri  7am-7pm

Saturday  7am-6pm
Mon-Fri  7am-7pm

Saturday  7am-6pm
Mon-Fri  7am-7pm

Saturday  7am-6pm

8330 Cypresswood Dr.   832.559.3427
Located at the corner of  

Champion Forest & Cypresswood, behind Kroger

O
FF

 Most vehicles. Service must total $500 prior to 
sales tax to qualify. Cannot be combined with any 
other coupon/special offer. Limited time offer.

25$

O
FF50$

ANY SERVICE $500 OR MORE

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

 Most vehicles. Service must total $999 prior to 
sales tax to qualify. Cannot be combined with any 
other coupon/special offer. Limited time offer.

 Most vehicles. Service must total $150 prior to 
sales tax to qualify. Cannot be combined with any 
other coupon/special offer. Limited time offer.

O
FF125$

ANY SERVICE $999 OR MORE

SERVICE SUPERSAVER 3-PACK

O
FF10$

O
FF7$

STATE INSPECTION DISCOUNT

XCICA21410
Receive $7 OFF regularly state mandated fee for annual emissions 

inspection. Regular price $39.75. Texas state law specifies that inspection fee 
must be paid regardless of  pass or fail. Coupon valid for emissions inspections 

only. Cannot be combined with any other coupons or special offers. Limited time.

b

OFFICIAL VEHICLE
INSPECTION STATION

.

.

.

.

ALSO INCLUDES 21 PT INSPECTION

Discount applies to regularly priced oil changes only.
Cannot combine with any other special offers or discounts. Limited time.

Change Oil
New Oil Filter 
Check Fluids
Set Tire Pressure

XCICA11410

XCICA31410 XCICA41410 XCICA51410

ANY SERVICE $150 OR MORE

(most cases)

OPEN SATURDAY

3 Yr / 36,000 Mile Warranty

Import & Domestic Service

ASE Certified Technicians

Customer Shuttle Service

Same Day Service

State Inspection Station

Free Written Estimates

Factory Maintenance

Free Loaner Cars*

0% Financing Available

Post-Repair Follow Up Call

(All Makes 
& Models)

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.
*major repairs
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Assisted Living 
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care

19929 Chasewood Park Dr.
Houston, TX 77070 • (281) 378-3277

brookdale.com

Limited AvAiLAbiLity. CALL Now!

The Solana® Vintage Park 

Assisted Living Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care

ALL THE PLACES LIFE CAN GO is a trademark of Brookdale Senior Living Inc., Nashville, TN, USA. 
®Reg. U.S. Patent and TM Office    18830-RES01-0214 LMM

The Solana Vintage Park Assisted Living and Memory Care is now 
open! The Solana features accommodations and amenities that will 
ensure your enjoyment today, along with services to meet your 
evolving needs! So, stop by, take a tour and see all the places life can 
go at The Solana Vintage Park. 

For more information, please call (281) 378-3277.

 
 

texasoralsurgery.com

WHY ARE THEY CALLED

WISDOM TEETH?

Spring | �e Woodlands | Magnolia | Conroe | Huntsville

NW Houston’s Critically Acclaimed Professional Theatre

October 16th

through 
November 9th

This Classic Steinbeck Play 
Broke Box Offi  ce Records On 

Broadway This Summer!

PRESENT THIS AD AND RECEIVE A 
10% DISCOUNT ON YOUR FIRST TICKET!

TexRepTheatre.org 
Box Offi  ce
281.583.7573 
14243 Stuebner Airline, Houston 77069

Celebrating our 10th Anniversary Season!

Limit one coupon per person.
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Steve Head
Chancellor, Lone Star College System 
By Matt Stephens 

The former president of Lone Star College–North Harris, Steve Head was appointed 
the fourth chancellor of the Lone Star College System on July 1 after more than 30 years 
working for the community college system. 

Head takes the helm at a time of growth for LSCS, which he said has seen enrollment 
grow by 68 percent since 2007 through the addition of more than 30,000 students. The 
growth in enrollment brings the need to accommodate a rising student population, which 
is why LSCS seeks to pass a $485 million bond referendum in November. 

Head said he is proud of the college system and the effect it has had on communities 
throughout the Greater Houston area. 

“Few people have the opportunity to impact our society the way community colleges 
do,” Head said. “I feel very strongly about the role of community colleges in the state and 
in the country. We are the largest single sector of higher [education] in the state right now.”

As one of the fastest-growing college 
systems in the country, can LSCS 
continue to add new students and 
pass bond referendums to fund new 
facilities, or is there a point where 
the system can no longer expand? 

In our community, we’ve had 176,000 
people added in the last four years. 
The next five years, we project another 
240,000. So in this period we’re going 
to add [almost] 500,000 people in our 
community. So we don’t see the growth 
slowing down anytime soon. That’s the 
challenge we have. That’s why we are 
seeking another bond. If you look out at 
the horizon, we know where the growth 
is coming. It’s all over, but you look where 
the new toll road is coming in—the Grand 
Parkway—we know where entire commu-
nities are being planned. We know where 
big plots of land are and who’s thinking 
about what. So we’re trying to think stra-
tegically, not only where we are right now.  

Why do you believe the 2013 bond 
referendum failed?  

There [are] a couple of reasons. We had 
a low voter turnout. We had that vote 
in May. The election this time will be in 
November, so we’ll have a greater voter 
turnout. I think more than anything else 
it was a lack of communication, and that 
is on us. I tell people this when I talk to 

them that during the course of a year we 
will deal with 140,000 different students. 
If the average family size is three, we deal 
with 400,000 families and people. Very 
few people get the opportunity to make 
the changes we do. We know what we are 
doing, and we think you know what we 
are doing. But that doesn’t translate to 
people coming out to the polls sometimes.  

 
Why should a resident within the 
LSCS service area who is not a 
student or  parent of a student vote 
to approve this bond referendum? 

The simple answer is a rising tide raises 
all boats. Again, going back to economic 
prosperity, the way our community is 
going to be successful over the longterm 
is having an educated public. It is not just 
the education piece to me. With an educa-
tion, you learn to be a good citizen. Some 
of these big companies want us to teach 
our students how to dress, how to act, 
how to deal with conflict resolution, how 
to show up on time. It is about improving 
our society as a whole. That is what we are 
talking about. We do all this training for 
EMTs, police officers, nurses and things 
that you may not know until you actu-
ally need them. That’s what we do with 
all this training behind the scenes is [we 
are helping create] the infrastructure for a 
successful society.  

Why can LSCS not fund new 
facilities using increases in 
property tax revenue? 

We do not generate enough new income 
on tax revenue from our tax base. For 
example, the bond is less than $485 mil-
lion. So the increase in tax base generates 
about $10 million to $12 million in new 
money. We are so large right now that if 
we give pay raises of 2 percent, it takes 
about $3 million out of that. There is not 
enough money being generated by the tax 
base alone to pay for a new building. It is 
one thing to go out and buy a small item 
in your household like a washing machine 
or a new TV, and it is another thing to go 
out and have a house mortgage. You just 
do not generate enough money in your 
household income to pay for a house. 

There was opposition toward 
the 2013 bond from Montgomery 
County voters. Is there an emphasis 
being placed on Montgomery 
County in terms of getting 
information out on this bond?

We are reaching out to groups and 
individuals that had concerns about the 
bond last time. If it is about class utiliza-
tion, we want to show you what we have 
done with that—we try to answer your 
question. If it is about the financing and 
how we are handling that, talk with us 

about that. I think we are doing a much 
better job explaining how we are going 
about [addressing public concerns] this 
year. We are talking to large groups and 
small groups about [the bond]. But tell us 
where you have concerns about this [bond 
referendum]. There is no tax hike in the 
bond because we are so large and our 
assessed value [is so large]. We pay off the 
debt without a tax hike because we have 
enough money coming in on our tax rate.
 
How great of a need is the Energy 
and Manufacturing Institute at LSC–
University Park meeting in the area? 
Do you see these types of facilities 
becoming a priority for LSCS? 
The reason we opened that building 
is because we have the Chancellor’s 
Advisory Committee. So the oil and gas 
reps that came in, they told us what their 
needs are. There is a shortage of workforce 
in the area, and it’s projected to be a major 
shortage. So we put [the EMI] together 
because [the companies] said they needed 
that. They want us to do the training for 
them. They may train you on the specific 
skills you need, but they want students 
[who are] ready to go to work. They want 
workers who are ready, and that’s what 
we do. [EMI] is  an advanced technology 
center, and we’re using that as a model for 
the other facilities we build.
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Insurance subject to terms, qualifications and availability.  Allstate Property and Casualty 
Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Insurance Co., Allstate Texas 
Lloyd’s, Allstate Indemnity Co., Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co. Life insurance 
and annuities issued by Lincoln Benefit Life Company, Lincoln, NE, Allstate Life Insurance 
Company, Northbrook, IL, and American Heritage Life Insurance Company, Jacksonville, FL.  
In New York, Allstate Life Insurance Company of New York, Hauppauge, NY. Northbrook, IL. 
© 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.

Protect your world
Auto • Home • Life • Retirement

The Lipton Agency
281-580-2510
2611 Cypress Creek Pkwy., Ste. D-100

Call me today to discuss your options.
Some people think Allstate only protects your car. Truth is, 
Allstate can also protect your home or apartment, your 
boat, motorcycle - even your retirement and your life. And 
the more of your world you put in Good Hands®, the more 
you can save.

84
92

2

FREE REGISTRATION!ONE PER FAMILY. NEW 
ENROLLMENT ONLY. NOT VALID 

WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS

 Christian based curriculum 

 Secured internet video monitoring

 Huge indoor gym

CYPRESS LOCATION 
14530 Cypress Mill Place Blvd. Cypress, TX 77429

281-826-9399

KLEIN LOCATION
17155 Old Louetta Road • Houston, TX 77070

281-257-8775

ChampionsAcademy.netINFANTS - 12 YEARS OF AGE
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Proposition 1 
Continued from | 1

and $1 billion for repairs related 
to increased energy sector activity. 

“The estimated annual shortfall 
of $5 billion is a safe line used to 
project what Texas needs to stay 
minimally competitive with other 
states and basically maintain the 
current state of transportation in 
the state,” French said.

How Houston benefits
According to a report by Texas 

Infrastructure Now, a nonprofit 
organization that promotes invest-
ment in transportation funding, 
TxDOT is projected to spend 
$464.6 million on road construc-
tion projects in the Houston 
district in fiscal year 2016. That 
amount represents a $386.4 mil-
lion decline in the six-year average 
in funding for the district. 

Texas Infrastructure Now esti-
mates the Houston district could 
receive an additional $221.5 million 
in funding if Proposition 1 passes. 
Clark said the additional funds 
would do a great deal of good.

“That is very significant, and it 
would help us with lots of road 
projects that need to be done,” 
Clark said. “It can help with new 
roads that need to be constructed 
or interchanges that need to be 
constructed or reconstructed. We 
have lots of old infrastructure that 
needs replacement.”

Clark said the Houston region 
will not identify any potential 
projects that could be funded by 
Proposition 1 money until after 
the constitutional amendment 
has received voter approval. In the 
next couple of months, H-GAC 
will begin having conversations 
with local governments and 
transportation agencies to deter-
mine what needs the region has 
and what projects could benefit 
most from the additional fund-
ing. Assuming voters approve the 

75%25%

HOW PROPOSITION 1 WORKS

 Rainy Day Fund
 General Revenue Fund
 State Highway Fund

captured, Clark said.
According to a 2007 study com-

missioned by TxDOT entitled 
“Accounting for Fuel Efficiency in 
Texas Fuel Tax Revenue Estima-
tions,” the department could lose 
out on $86 billion in fuel tax collec-
tions because of assumed increases 
in the fuel efficiency of vehicles 
between 2007 and 2031. To over-
come that deficit, the study found 
TxDOT would need to raise the 
state fuel tax 665 percent from 20 
cents to $1.53 per gallon of gas.

“People like the gas tax because 
it has been around for so long 
and is user-based, but it is kind 
of a dinosaur funding technique,” 
French said. “We need to either do 
something with it or switch to a 

very different mainstream source 
of funding for transportation.”

State Sen. Brandon Creighton, 
R–Conroe, said the population 
boom the state and region have 
experienced in recent years has 
added to traffic congestion, and 
that road construction projects 
have failed to keep up.

“We are adding 1,300 people 
per day to our Texas roads, and to 
our population count, and that’s a 
tremendous impact on local infra-
structure,” Creighton said. 

To try and keep up with trans-
portation needs, the state has relied 
on debt and one-time funding 
sources for more than a decade to 
pay for construction and mainte-
nance. Texas voters approved bond 

debt issuance for road infrastruc-
ture in 2001, 2003 and 2007 total-
ing $17.9 billion, said Scott Hay-
wood, spokesman for Move Texas 
Forward, an organization created 
by former TxDOT commissioners 
dedicated to lobbying for increased 
funding for Texas roads.

Stagnating revenue sources 
and mounting debt has left 
the state with a cash-strapped 
department, he said.

“As of 2015 TxDOT is maxed out 
on its debt and can no longer use 
debt to pay for projects,” French 
said. “TxDOT cannot borrow any 
more money so it has to find a dif-
ferent way to fund transportation. 
There’s no more money, it is not 
available; it is gone as of 2015.”

proposition, Clark said he antici-
pates being able to make financial 
commitments to specific projects 
around March 2015. 

“We obviously have a lot of needs, 
and we want to make sure that we 
have identified the best places to 
put that additional funding if it 
becomes available,” Clark said. 

One road project Clark said 
there is no funding for, but could 
be funded through Proposition 
1, is the improvements to the 
entirety of FM 2920. Other modes 
of transportation throughout the 
Greater Houston area could also 
be explored, such as a more effi-
cient bus and rail system. 

“A road like [FM] 2920 is 
exactly the kind of project that 
Proposition 1 could help and 
is one of those roads that is out 
there that needs to move for-
ward, and we need to be able to 
do it,” Clark said. “Those are the 
kinds of things we would like to 
see advanced. We also need to 
work on not only increasing the 
capacity of the system, but using 
it smarter and making sure we are 
focused on moving people, and 
not just on moving cars.” 

How we got here
Transportation funding in Texas 

is generated primarily by motor 
fuel tax and vehicle registration 
fee revenue, among other sources. 
With soaring construction costs 
and traffic congestion, along with 
more fuel-efficient vehicles, most 
of the transportation revenue 
sources have remained steady 
since the early ’90s and have not 
kept pace with rising transporta-
tion demands, Clark said.     

The motor fuel tax rate has not 
been adjusted or increased since 
1991 and it was never indexed for 
inflation, so the increase in fuel-
efficient, hybrid and electric cars 
is resulting in lost revenue tied 
to the gas tax that is not being 

As it stands, 75 percent of 
severance tax revenue fill 
the coffers of the state’s 
Economic Stabilization Fund, 
also known as the Rainy 
Day Fund. The RDF allows 
Texas to set aside excess 
revenue for use in times of 
unexpected revenue shortfall.

The remaining 25 percent 
of severance tax revenue 
goes to the general fund for 
the purposes of funding the 
public education system.

If passed, Proposition 1 would amend the Texas Constitution to allow for the diversion of a percentage of 
revenue raised from the state’s oil and gas taxes to flow into the State Highway Fund. It is estimated to 
provide $1.7 billion in the first year alone.

If approved, Proposition 1 would divide the severance tax 
revenue previously allocated for the RDF equally between the 
RDF and the SHF. The remaining 25 percent would still be used 
to fund the public education system.

SEVERANCE TAX REVENUE

DISTRIBUTION WITH 

PROPOSITION 1

7
5

%
2

5
%

Severance tax revenue is generated from a production tax paid 
to the state by all oil and natural gas companies in Texas. 

SEVERANCE TAX REVENUE

CURRENT REVENUE 
DISTRIBUTION

The added revenue to the SHF via Proposition 1 would 
come without raising taxes and can only be used for new 
construction and maintenance of the state highway system 
The proposition also requires TxDOT to identify $100 million 
of administrative savings to begin paying down its debt.

PRESET THRESHOLD
For the SHF to receive funding under Proposition 1, severance 
tax revenue must amount to more than $1.3 billion annually and 
the balance of the RDF would need to be at or above a preset 
threshold, which the Legislature will determine. If the balance 
is below the threshold, SHF allocations would be reduced or 
withheld until a sufficient balance in the RDF is met.
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Joel C. English 
Offi ce: 713.473.7200

Cell: 281.808.1166
joel@siterraproperties.com

Future site of
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French QuarterFrench QuarterFrench QuarterFrench QuarterFrench QuarterFrench Quarter
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French QuarterFrench QuarterFrench QuarterFrench QuarterFrench QuarterFrench Quarter

Now Leasing

Luxury Leasing at Affordable Rates.  
Just minutes from The Woodlands. 

OFFICE SUITES
from

900-10,000 sq. ft.
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If Proposition 1 is approved, what other 
avenues should the state explore to make up 
for the funding shortfall?

Take the poll online at  
impactnews.com/skl-poll
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OTHER ROAD FUNDING OPTIONS
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Alternative funding sources
Even with the passage of Prop-

osition 1 adding a projected $1.7 
billion to the SHF, funding still 
falls short of the projected need. 
French said alternative funding 
sources need to be explored. 

The Legislature could explore 
increasing vehicle registration 
fees both at the state and county 
level as well as increasing or 
indexing the motor fuel tax to 
have it mirror the cost of infla-
tion, French said. Both options, 
however, require an increase in 

fees that could create a conten-
tious political climate that will be 
challenging to work against. 

“Do you go back and properly 
index or increase the motor fuel 
tax—which is going to be a heck 
of a political fight—or do you look 
at raising vehicle registration fees,” 
French said. “I would think you 
need a little bit of everything, which 
is why TAG is looking at more local 
funding options because we just do 
not feel like the political climate is 
where it needs to be for an increase 
on any of those fronts.”

Other options include divert-
ing new vehicle sales tax revenue 
from the general fund to the SHF, 
which could generate about $3 
billion annually, or replacing the 
current per gallon fuel tax with 
a Vehicle Miles Traveled system 
that would accurately reflect road 
usage and could compensate for 
future fuel efficiency, she said.  

“Making some difficult choices 
about transportation—even if the 
voters approve Proposition 1—
will still be in our future,” Clark 
said. “But Prop. 1 is a huge first 

step and will really be tremen-
dously beneficial and very imme-
diate in terms of its impact. If it 
does not pass, then some kind of 
increase will be the only option 
we can consider.”
Additional reporting by Brian  
Walzel and Brett Thorne

WHAT DOES  
A ROAD 
COST?

The State Highway Fund receives a majority of its funding from motor vehicle registration 
fees and motor fuel tax revenue. Even with the passage of Proposition 1, TxDOT estimates a 
shortfall of $3.3 billion annually just to maintain current transportation levels.
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college system’s property tax rate if voters 
approve it Nov. 4. 

Ray Laughter, vice chancellor for exter-
nal affairs for LSCS, said the system can 
avoid raising property taxes because of the 
system’s history of paying off bonds before 
they mature, LSCS’ AAA bond rating and 
the sheer size of its service area. 

“If [school districts] have a bond election 
for $485 million, they’re only relying on the 
tax base of that school district,” Laughter 
said. “We have 11 school districts in our tax 
base, so we’re spreading it out over a very 
large area. So when you go to a campus 
facility in Cy-Fair, someone in Kingwood 
is helping pay for that.” 

Lone Star approved a 6.8 percent 
decrease in the property tax rate Sept. 4 
from 11.6 cents per $100 valuation last year 
to 10.81 cents. 

Although LSCS officials claim the bond 
will not lead to property tax rate increases, 
some groups are still unsure of the effect the 
bond referendum could have on the service 
area and whether the growth the system is 

experiencing justifies the need for a bond. 
“We want to determine if there’s a need 

for more buildings and if the evidence is 
there for the need, then this would be a 
bond that we would support,” said Julie 
Turner, president of the Texas Patriots PAC.

The political action committee did not 
support the system’s 2013 bond election 
because the group believed the enrollment 
growth did not justify the need for so much 
new construction, Turner said. The Texas 
Patriots PAC is located in Montgomery 
County, where 77 percent of voters voted 
against the bond last year. 

Turner said the Texas Patriots PAC is 
still deciding whether to support the bond, 
but she would like to see the college system 
consider alternatives to constructing new 
facilities, such as offering classes on Satur-
days and emphasizing more online instruc-
tion. 

“We’re increasingly moving to online 
education,” she said. “[Colleges] do hybrid 
classes now between online and group dis-
cussion. That’s a great model.” 

Laughter said as many as 30,000 students 
are already enrolled in online courses at 
Lone Star College. However, he said it is not 

a feasible alternative to accommodate the 
incoming growth as students still require 
on-campus resources, such as libraries and 
student services. 

“Even though some people will say, 
‘That’s the wave of the future; that’s where 
we’re headed,’ we’re not seeing that,” he 
said. “Students still want to come to campus 
because of the way they learn, because of 
the social nature of a college student [and] 
because of the resources they use there.”

Should the bond fail to receive voter 
approval, Head and Laughter said capping 
enrollment is a likely possibility in the near 
future. Head said LSC–North Harris has 
already been forced to double the number 
of students in some courses, while the Cy-
Fair campus is at 90 percent capacity. 

“[Capping enrollment] is just not good 
business,” Head said. “That would be like 
the ISDs capping enrollments, and we don’t 
want to do that. These students, where are 
they going to go? What are they going to 
do? We want them to have an education 
and go to work.” 

Head said that one out of every four stu-
dents graduating from one of the 50 high 
schools located in the LSCS service area 

take classes though the system. 

Growing workforce programs
The most significant change from last 

year’s bond is the emphasis on workforce 
programs. The estimated cost for advanced 
technology centers in the bond total $97.5 
million. 

New centers planned in the bond pack-
age could help meet the growing need for 
workers in the oil and gas industry, com-
puter information technology and even a 
growing need for truck drivers, LSCS offi-
cials said. Laughter said community col-
leges are integral to training skilled workers 
in the Greater Houston area. 

“Consider that two-thirds of the health 
care workers train here at community 
colleges,” Laughter said. “When people 
think about the community college and if 
it weren’t here, how would it impact their 
lives? We just would [not] have the kind of 
skilled workers we have at all the occupa-
tions that we rely on.” 

Partnerships are developing across the 
community between Lone Star College 
corporations such as Baker Hughes that are 
in need of skilled workers. 

LSCS bond
Continued from | 1

LSC–University Park
Proposed campus additions

Fall credit student 
headcount

LSC–University Park could receive improvements 
from the upcoming LSCS bond if the package 
receives voter approval Nov. 4. Improvements 
include instructional arts and science buildings 
and a workforce center. LSC–University Park 
President Shah Ardalan said enrollment grew 

27 percent from fall 2013 to fall 2014 creating 
a strong need for both classrooms and labs. 
“With the successful opening of the Energy and 
Manufacturing Institute plus the ever growing 
demand for STEM, our need for laboratory facili-
ties are more than ever,” Ardalan said.
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New 50,000-square-foot  
instructional science building

New 40,000-square-foot  
instructional arts building

Increased parking: 170 spaces

1

2

3

249

Compaq Center W. Dr.

Louetta Rd.

Noble Energy Way

Renovations to existing  
facilities: 55,000 sf 
Renovations to Law  
Enforcement Academy 
Campus safety, security 
Technology infrastructure

Improvements not featured 
on map include: 

SpringCreekVillage.com • 281.942.0105 • 20305 Holzwarth Rd., Spring, TX 77388

Spring Creek Village offers the finest
senior living experience for those

needing assisted living or memory care
support services in the Spring, The 
Woodlands and Cypress areas. Come 
see how our caring team can provide 
a wonderful home environment for 

you or your loved ones.

Lic #137178

RESORT-STYLE LIVING WITH ALL 
THE COMFORTS OF HOME!

Texas Owned and Operated

S E N I O R  L I V I N G
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“The oil and gas industry is constantly 
and rapidly changing,” Baker Hughes CEO 
Martin Craighead said. “There is a con-
stant state of learning that needs to take 
place.” 

Specific projects officials hope to fund 
with the bond money include three 
advanced workforce technology centers 
and health care program expansions at the 
Kingwood and Tomball campuses.

Each workforce center would be stra-
tegically placed to meet workforce needs 
specific to each area, Head said. The center 
at Beltway 8 and Hwy. 59 would address 
the need for petrochemical workers, the 
Cy-Fair center would help expand the 
Computer Information Technology pro-
gram and the North Harris center would 
offer space for the heating, ventilation, air 
conditioning and refrigeration program.

Turner said she is concerned the 
advanced technology centers may be 
expensive solutions to a temporary grow-
ing need for employees in industries that 
are cyclical, such as oil and gas. 

“That’s a recipe for having facilities that 
we can’t use anymore because workers 
have shifted to some other areas,” she said. 

Turner also questioned whether 
employers who benefit from partnerships 
with the LSCS could help fund the facili-
ties required for the workforce programs. 

Laughter said the employers do not pro-
vide funding specifically for construction 
of facilities. However, he said Lone Star 
Corporate College, the system’s corporate 
liaison department, contracts with com-
panies to identify and provide training for 
those corporations. 

LSCS also received about $2 million last 
year in equipment and other donations 
from employers that partner with the col-
lege, Laughter said. The employers also 
help pay for the buildings through prop-
erty taxes every year. 

“More than 40 percent of our property 
tax, which specifically includes 40 percent 
of all of our bond payments, come from 
the business community,” he said. “If you 
look [at] our total tax contributions, they 
certainly pay for the construction of those 
buildings [through] the tax they pay for 
their property.” 

How does a bond work?

Advanced Technology Centers 

LSCS Student headcount

Source: Lone Star College System

5–7]
years

Bond would 
accommodate 
growth for an 

estimated

176,000
people

moved to the LSCS service 
area in the last four years, 
more than 39 U. S. states 
added in the same period.

33,565
credit 

students
were added at LSCS  
from 2007 to 2014.

1 in 4

Graduates
from 50 high schools 
in LSCS service area 
take classes at LSCS.

91%
of Students

stay in the 
community 

after attending 
LSCS.

Similar to loans, bonds are sold and then paid off over time to help pay for 
significant expenditures. General obligation bonds—which the Lone Star College 
System plans to use to fund projects—require voter approval because they are 
paid off using property tax revenue over decades. However, the system said it 
can pay off the $485 million in bonds without raising the property tax rate.

The number of credit students at Lone Star campuses has increased nearly 68 
percent since 2007, prior to LSCS receiving voter approval for its 2008  
bond authorization. 

Of the $351 million in projects planned in the 2014 bond package, $97.5 million 
is estimated to go toward advanced technology centers throughout the system. 
• Computer Information Technology & Visual Communications (LSC–CyFair)
• Industrial/Commercial Construction & HVACR (LSC–North Harris)
• Process & Lab Technology (oil/gas/water) (LSC–Kingwood)
• Transportation & Logistics Institute (LSC–North Harris)
• Drilling Platform Training Center (LSC–Tomball)
• Workforce Certification Assessment Center (LSC–University Park)
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A NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED STEAKHOUSE IN CY-FAIRA NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED STEAKHOUSE IN CY-FAIRA NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED STEAKHOUSE IN CY-FAIR

Fallbrook Dr.

Gessner Rd

8

8045 N. Sam Houston Pkwy W.
Houston, Texas 77064

www.steamboathousetx.com
832-912-1845 CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

Tom Horan’s America’s Top Ten Steakhouses 4 YEARS IN A ROW

Tom Horan’s Texas Hall of Fame Steakhouses

MONDAY–FRIDAY LUNCH: 11am–2pm
MONDAY–SATURDAY DINNER: Beginning at 5pm

CLOSED SUNDAYS

GREAT STEAKS & SEAFOOD
TEXAS HISTORY LESSON SERIES 

Starts Saturday October 18th
We welcome home schoolers or anyone interested in 

learning more about Texas History. Ages 9-90! 
More details at our website. Click on Events.
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Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

REAL ESTATE

Located between I-45 and the Hardy Toll 
Road, Spring Lakes sits minutes away from 
Springwoods Village, the ExxonMobil campus 
and a variety of other destination points. 

A gated, master-planned community, Spring 
Lakes features homes from Perry, Dreamstar, 
and D.R. Horton. The community has about 
800 homes sitting upon 250 acres. 

Spring Lakes features three lakes, a 
community pool, sand volleyball court, lighted 
tennis courts and a playground. 

Spring Lakes, 77373

622 Spring Lakes Haven  $269,000

5 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,306 sq. ft.
Agent: Sophia Cardenas
Sophia C. Ince  832-845-9585

25907 Indian Spring Way $340,000

6 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  4,361 sq. ft.
Agent: Barbarette Twiggs 
Alpha & Omega Properties   281-447-0058

25726 Beckham Springs  $286,442

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,640 sq. ft.
Agent: Daniel Neiss  
RE/MAX Vintage   281-541-3194    

25443 China Springs   $194,900

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  2,659 sq. ft.
Agent: Kristen Metcalf 
William Palmer Properties   713-682-4999

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 10/2/14

Build-out year: 2000

Square footage: 2,600–4,500

Home values: $190,000–$350,000

HOA dues (estimated): $815 annually 

Amenities: Wet ‘N’ Wild Splashtown, TopGolf 
Houston North, The Woodlands Mall, Market Street, 
Old Town Spring

Spring ISD  1.5700 
Harris County MUD 249  0.9500 
Harris County  0.4146 
Harris County Hospital  0.1700 
Lone Star College System  0.1160 
Harris County ESD No. 7   0.0809 
Harris County EMSD No. 11  0.0475 
Harris County Flood Control District  0.0283  
Port of Houston 0.0172 
Harris County Department of Education  0.0064 
 
2013 total (per $100 value) 3.4009

18

Homes on 
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property taxes
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Michael D. Gonzalez

RE/MAX Evolve
281-907-6339

www.myagent21.com

Market Data On the market  (August 2014)
Number of homes for sale/ Average days on the market for last six months

Price Range 77066 77068 77069 77070 77373 77379 77388 77389

$149,999 or under 26/77 1/17 5/69 12/53 72/48 13/29 16/27 3/22

$150,000–$199,999 28/86 9/35 9/78 26/56 58/62 43/40 44/53 9/34

$200,000–$299,999 10/54 18/58 24/63 19/55 51/93 84/53 42/47 54/67

$300,000–$399,999 — 9/215 14/74 2/74 8/110 65/76 22/46 63/66

$400,000–$499,999 1/60 2/18 8/198 4/45 2/74 30/82 4/87 50/74

$500,000–$599,999 — 3/86 6/66 2/275 — 13/107 5/155 31/63

$600,000–$799,999 — 5/126 10/102 6/238 — 16/78 2/265 59/99

$800,000–$999,999 — 3/354 2/136 1/135 1/42 8/167 — 30/113

$1 million + — 4/203 1/71 1/340 1/779 10/188 — 44/132

Price 77066 77068 77069 77070 77373 77379 77388 77389
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$450,000
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$250,000

$200,000
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$50,000

—

Median price of homes sold  August 2013 vs.  August 2014

CARE TO JOIN US? 
If you think you've got what it 

takes to join this energetic 
and vibrant work atmosphere, 

email Michael Gonzalez at: 
michaelgonzalez@remax.net.

Evolve

20551 I-45 N Suite E | Spring, Texas 77388 | 281-907-6339 | michaelgonzalez21@gmail.com | www.MyAgent21.com

 RE/MAX Evolve welcomes 
Cristian Escudero!

Cristian Escudero joins RE/MAX 
Evolve bringing success and 

growth to our company.

$169,900
3603 PRIMROSE TRACE LN

RE/MAX Evolve wants to sell your home! 
Call today for your free market value assessment.

 Ask us about our move up program for new construction.



Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print



Our story is your story } and it’s not science fiction

710 Cypress Creek Parkway | 281-440-1000 | hnmc.com

{Smaller incisions. Less pain. Faster recovery}

45

FM 1960

FM 1960

Cali Dr.

Our physicians use some of the latest in surgical and robotics  

technologies beneficial for performing both routine and complex 

surgery. Featuring a magnified 3D high-definition vision system and 

tiny wristed instruments, surgeons are able to operate with enhanced 

vision, precision and dexterity while maintaining 100% control. 

We’re taking surgery beyond the limits of the human hand. And it’s 

not science fiction. Visit us at www.hnmc.com to learn more.

Houston Northwest Medical Center is invested in by physicians.
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