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School officials announce higher 
starting salaries, pay raises

Spring, Klein ISDs plan for increased 
budgets, tax revenues for 2014–15

Strict architectural standards guide rapid 
residential and commercial development

The Vintage development 
races toward completion

Vintage Park is nearly 90 percent leased and is running out of available space. 

By Matt Stephens
A decade after Mischer Invest-

ments and Kickerillo Companies 
joined forces as V&W Partners 
to purchase 630 acres from the 
Hewlett-Packard Company, The 
Vintage has become one of the 
most sought after mixed-use 
communities in northern Har-
ris County with a hospital, hotel, 
thousands of multifamily and 
single-family residences and 
more than 500,000 square feet of 
retail and office space. 

However, with less than 50 
acres left for new development 
and dozens of new businesses 
buying claim to the available 
retail spaces in the last two years, 
the mixed-use community is 
quickly approaching completion. 

“I’m not sure we would have 
anticipated the variety of uses 
we’ve seen out there,” said Mark 
Kilkenny, executive vice presi-
dent for Mischer Investments. 
“But I think we saw going in that 
there was an opportunity to 

develop amenities and services 
in that area that hadn’t been pro-
vided and were skipped over.” 

Shrinking retail availability
Although The Vintage saw 

retail interest from its onset, the 
remaining retail space available 
for lease has shrunk exponen-
tially over the last two years with 
the rapid development of Vintage 
Park and Vintage Marketplace. 

Since Vintage Park was sold 
from original developer Interfin 
to Dunhill Partners in March 
2012, the 342,000-square-foot 
shopping center jumped from 35 
percent occupancy to nearly 90 
percent, Property Manager Sheri 
Kremling said. 

One of the first tenants to sign 
once Dunhill took ownership of 
the property, the Alamo Draft-
house has helped attract more 
tenants, Kremling said. However, 
she also attributed some of the 

retail growth to development 
throughout the region. 

“This area has grown 
significantly,” she said. 

By Liza Winkler
Spring and Klein ISD officials are antici-

pating larger operating budgets and lower 
property tax rates for district residents for the 
2014–15 school year thanks to an increase 
in enrollment and a surge in each district’s 
appraised value.

With more available funding, both districts 
also plan to increase starting teacher salaries, 
provide raises for all district staff and hire 
new staff members.

The Spring ISD budget for the 2014–15 
school year was approved June 10, while the 
Klein ISD budget is expected to be finalized 
by the end of August. 

Officials from both districts said they 
anticipate a surge in revenue from property 
taxes and overall district appraisal values due 
to the influx of new residents and businesses 
moving to the area. They attributed much of 
the growth to the construction of the 385-
acre ExxonMobil campus in the Springwoods 
Village Development at I-45 and the Hardy 
Toll Road. 

“Since we’ve bought the prop-
erty, the retirement communi-
ties have built up, the apartments 
have built up [and] they’ve added 
Whole Foods down the street. 
That whole strip center has been 
built.”

Just east of Vintage Park, the 
Vintage Marketplace has seen a 
similar explosion in the last year 
with Whole Foods Market open-
ing in July and a multitude of 
restaurants and retailers staking 
ground in the shopping center, 

said Christie Amezquita, broker 
for shopping center owner Read 
King. 

The 40,000-square-foot Whole 
Foods grocery store  is part of 
Phase I of the 9-acre Vintage Mar-
ketplace, Amezquita said, which 
also includes 30,000 square feet of 
retail and restaurants. The shop-
ping center could be fully leased 
by the end of the year, she said. 

With Noble Energy’s head-
quarters expanding and Lone 
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Starting

Teacher Salaries 

2013–14 2014–15

Cy-Fair ISD

Tomball ISD

Klein ISD

Conroe ISD

Spring ISD

School districts across the Greater 
Houston area increased teacher 
salaries this summer in preparation       
         for  the 2014–15 school year.

$48,000

$48,000

$47,600

$47,300

$45,537

$50,025

$50,000

$50,000

$48,700

$48,500

Sources: Cy-Fair, Tomball, Klein, Conroe and Spring ISDs
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PlanetFord.com866-879-9329

#1#1 1313IN 
HOUSTON 

FOR

STRAIGHT YEARS!

Randall & Sherry 
Reed, Owners

[1]#E1827. MSRP $40,540. W/ equip. $43,920-$2,750 equip. disc.-$3,000 fac. reb.-$5500 dlr. disc. Sale price: $32,670-$1,000 FCBC-$750 Trade Asst. 
FCBC Ford Credit Bonus Cash avail. w/ financing thru Ford Credit, W.A.C, Sales price+TT&L.†Trade in of ‘95 or newer FLM or competitive vehicle rqd. See 
dlr for details. Retail sales only. [2] Ex. Stk# E3481. MSRP $23,505. 39 mo. lease, 12,000 miles per year, $1,000 due at signing. $1,500 RCL Bonus Cash. 
WAC. Residual $14,338. MPG based on EPA combined estimates. See dealer for details. Several w/ similar savings. W/ approved Ford Motor Credit. [3] 
Ex. Stk#E3106. MSRP $31,400. 39 mo. lease, 12,000 miles per year, $1,500 due at signing. $2250 RCL Bonus Cash. WAC. Residual $20,096. MPG based 
on EPA combined estimates. See dealer for details. Several w/ similar savings. W/ approved Ford Motor Credit. *Excl. diesels. See dlr. for eligible new 
vehicles & plan details. Prem. Maint. Plan Coverage: 2yrs./25k miles. Plan Provides: Oil & filter changes+rqd. scheduled maint. every 7,500 miles or 6 
mos. WAC. On select new models. During the program period. © Copyright WCAG. Exp. 9/30/14

Get a 2-Year Maintenance Plan When
You Buy Any New Vehicle!*

NEW ‘14 FORD F-150 SUPERCREW XLT
$11,250 $12,000

$13,000
Total Savings After 
$750 Trade Assist †

Total Savings

LEATHER, CONV. PKG., REAR CAM, TRAILER BRAKE, SIRIUS, HID, ALARM

Total Savings 
After $1000 FCBC*

NEW 2014 FORD FUSION S

ROOF RACK, ANTI-THEFT SYSTEM, TINTED WINDOWS

$388$279 LEASE 
FOR

LEASE 
FOR

$1000 TOTAL DUE AT SIGNING $1500 TOTAL DUE AT SIGNING

 FOR 39 
MOS.

 FOR 39 
MOS.

NEW 2014 FORD ESCAPE S

REAR CAM., TINTED WINDOWS, KEYLESS ENTRY, ALARM

31 24
HWY
MPG

HWY
MPG

LET  PLANET  FORD  MAKE  ALL OF  YOUR 
AUTOMOTIVE  NEEDS WORRY  FREE

HURRY IN FOR THESE
BACK-TO-SCHOOL DEALS!

2 31

2011

140804-P45-Community Impact.indd   1 8/5/14   9:14 AM
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P A I D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Je�  Beard, CCIM
President

INSIGHT.
LEADERSHIP.
EXPERTISE.

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

Commercial Real 
Estate Leaders

LANDLORD & TENANT 
REPRESENTATION

SITE ACQUISITION

SALES & LEASING

REAL ESTATE
CONSULTING

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

The J. Beard Real Estate Company
F E A T U R E D  P R O P E R T I E S

• Located at the corner of Kuykendahl Rd. 
 and Preserve Way, near Creekside Village
• 1,250 SF–12,500 SF contiguous available
• Six buildings; one story; total 45,000 SF
• High-end fi nishes

  FOR LEASE  THE PRESERVE OFFICE PARK 
25420 KUYKENDAHL, THE WOODLANDS

FOR LEASE  
THE WOODLANDS GATEWAY 
26865 I-45, THE WOODLANDS

FOR LEASE & PAD SITES AVAILABLE  
WINDVALE CENTER
9420 COLLEGE PARK DR., THE WOODLANDS

• New construction completed in 2013; ready for build-out
• Direct access to Interstate 45 and the Hardy Toll Road
• Great location in The Woodlands submarket with excellent freeway visibility 
• Three-story offi ce building with approximately 23,000 RSF

• Grocery-anchored center located at the 
 southeast corner of SH 242 & FM 1488
• Spaces available from 1,000 - 6,237 SF
• .6 acre, .9 acre, 1.6 acre pad sites available

FOR LEASE  
32100 DOBBIN HUFSMITH 
MAGNOLIA

• 46,832 SF building on 10 acres
• Great potential for corporate campus
• High end fi nishes with room for expansion

FOR LEASE  
TIMBERLOCH PLACE
2002 TIMBERLOCH, THE WOODLANDS 

• Space available:  Suite 300 with 17,815 
 RSF & Suite 600 with 17,815 RSF; 
 upgraded fi nishes
• Excellent access – under ½ mile to I-45

• Town Center location; walking distance to  
 The Woodlands Waterway and Market Street; 
 adjacent to The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion
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FROM THE EDITOR
It is hard to believe 

that school will be in full 
swing soon. Before you 
know it the neighbor-
hood streets will be filled 
with children toting 
backpacks, each with a 
story to share about his 
first day of school.  

I have always had 
a great respect for 
our teachers and the 
effect they have on our 

children’s lives.  In one of our cover stories this month, 
we break down the 2014-15 budgets of the Spring and 
Klein school districts, including pay increases for teach-
ers and staff. We will continue our coverage on both 
school districts for the next two months with our Public 
Education Guide, which will provide information on 
feeder schools and offer relevant news on the state of 
each district.

Elsewhere in the community, The Vintage area has 
surely become a destination for many area residents 
during the last decade as more specialty retailers and 
restaurants open offering distinctive shopping and 
entertainment experiences. Retail space availability is 
shrinking as more and more business owners choose 
The Vintage to open their businesses. 

A cover article inside this issue examines the factors 
driving that growth and what the future holds for the 
mixed-use development. 

Our community is thriving, however we shouldn’t 
forget that many need assistance with housing, food and 
clothing. This month we feature the wonderful work 
of Northwest Assistance Ministries on Page 17. NAM’s 
mission—”to strive to meet basic human needs through 
neighbor helping neighbor”—emulates the true com-
munity feel I have come to love in Spring/Klein.  
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What recent development in The 
Vintage are you most likely to take 
advantage of?

  New restaurants

  New retailers

  Hospitals and medical services

  More single and multifamily residences

  More basic, local services

  Other

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/skl-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

This month’s issue of Community Impact Newspaper reports 
on the rapid development of The Vintage in the last decade, 
the factors driving that growth and some future businesses and 
developments on the horizon in The Vintage as available space 
for development continues to shrink. 

In our July issue we reported on possible revisions to the 
Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County’s bus service 
plan and how those changes could affect the Spring/Klein 
area. We asked readers what transit improvement they 
would most like to see in their community. 

What transit improvement would you 
most like to see in Spring/Klein? 
I don’t want additional transit in the area 

  46.34% 
Expansion of rail to the area 

  30.89% 
Other

  7.32%
Expansion of bus routes to more areas of Spring/Klein 

  5.69%  

Additional park and rides in the area  

  5.69%
Better use of existing bus routes and resources  

  4.07% 
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 07/09/14–08/05/14

REGISTER NOW!

LoneStar.edu/StartUP 281.290.2600   ·   20515 SH 249 (SH 249 and Louetta Rd.) Houston, TX 77070

Quality Education at 1/5th the cost of four-year universities.
Register now and pay by August 15th.

CLASSES START AUG. 25

Turn on FOX 26 NEWS,  
download the MyFoxHouston app,  
logon to www.myfoxhouston.com  
for more local news with IMPACT.
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and sells a variety of goods.  
281-376-7296. www.sunbeltpawn.com

9  Supercuts opened June 17 at 24230 
Kuykendahl Road, Ste. 330, Tomball, 
in the Spring Marketplace Center. The 
franchise salon chain offers a range of 
services from simple in-and-out haircuts 
to waxing, coloring, gray blending and 
hot towel service. 281-205-7065.  
www.supercuts.com

10  Texas State Optical opened June 
19 at 21195 Kuykendahl Road, Spring. 
Optometrist Dr. Saira Kurjee provides 
adult and pediatric eye exams as 
well as LASIK surgery services. The 
business also carries an extensive line of 
eyeglasses and contact lenses.  
832-843-6369. www.springkleintso.com

11  U.S. Memory Care opened May 12 
at 10120 Louetta Road, Houston. The 
memory care facility treats patients 
exclusively with Alzheimer’s disease and 
dementia. Other various medical and 
community services are available.  
832-301-8188. www.usmemorycare.com

12  Zum Barrel Tavern opened July 12 
at 13101B Kuykendahl Road, Houston. 
The 10,000-square-foot gastropub offers 
40 beers on tap, including local crafts, as 
well as a full bar and wine bar. The pub 
offers made-from-scratch food available 
in-house or for events of any size.  
832-446-3390. www.zumbarrel.com 

Coming Soon

13  Houston-based Churrascos is 
coming this fall to 7877 Willow Chase 
Blvd., Houston. The new location is the 
fifth to open in the Greater Houston 
area. The restaurant will seat more 
than 200 guests both inside and on a 
covered patio while serving a variety of 
dishes, including steak, chicken, burgers, 
seafood, appetizers, sides and desserts. 
713-355-6281.  
www.cordua.com/churrascos

14  The first Houston-area location of 
MOD Pizza will open in mid-September 
at 10123 Louetta Road, Houston. The 
restaurant offers artisan-style pizzas 
made with fresh-pressed dough and 
signature sauces. Customers can create 
their own pizzas and salads by selecting 
from 30 toppings, or order from the 
main menu. The restaurant will also 
feature an outdoor patio and serve 
other items such as draft beer, wine, 
milkshakes and house-made lemonade 
and iced tea. www.modpizza.com

Relocations

15  Randall Reed’s Planet Lincoln 
dealership relocated to its new location 
across the street at 20403 I-45, Spring, in 
early August. The new location features 

Now Open

1  First Choice Emergency Room 
opened its 16th Greater Houston location 
Aug. 1 at 8989 Spring Cypress Road, 
Spring. First Choice is a freestanding 
emergency room that provides the same 
services of a hospital emergency room. 
First Choice offers CT scans, X-rays, full-
service labs and ultrasounds, servicing 
patients with ailments ranging from 
lacerations to coronary issues.  
832-761-7620. www.fcer.com 

2  Hand and Stone Massage and Facial 
Spa opened June 22 at 10123 Louetta 
Road, Ste. 1100 in Houston at Vintage 
Marketplace near Whole Foods Market. 
The spa offers massages, facials and hair 
removal. All services are specifically 
tailored for men, women or teens and 
performed by certified professionals. 
832-717-3800. www.handandstone.com

3  The Joint chiropractic offices 
opened July 17 at 21212 Kuykendahl 
Road, Ste. J, in Spring. The clinic offers 
chiropractic services targeting pain relief 
and prevention. The clinic also works 

on performance and improvement with 
its clients. Walk-ins are welcome and 
insurance is not required. The business 
will hold a grand opening Aug. 23.  
832-843-7640. www.thejoint.com

4  Popkorn Krush opened June 7 at 
9222 Louetta Road, Ste. 101, Spring. 
The gourmet eatery offers 40 different 
flavors and types of popcorn, including 
classic tastes like caramel and distinctive 
flavors, such as hot dill pickle. The store 
also serves gourmet cookies and shaved 
ice. Popkorn Krush can cater corporate 
events and weddings. 832-559-3426. 
www.popkornkrush.com

5  Sole Natural opened June 15 at 
7312 Louetta Road, Ste. B134, Spring. 
The family-friendly massage parlor 
offers foot and full-body massages. 
The business provides a distinctive 
massaging experience with TVs at each 
foot massage station. Customers can also 
rent out the parlor and host massage 
parties for weddings, birthdays or other 
events. 832-678-8686.  
www.solenatural.com

6  Sterling Ridge Orthopaedics and 
Sports Medicine opened in early July 
at 20639 Kuykendhal Road, Ste. 200, 
Spring. A grand opening is planned 
for September. The medical facility 
houses specialists on a variety of health 
care needs, including sports medicine, 
joint prevention, cartilage replacement, 
hip and knee replacement, adult and 
pediatric bone and joint injuries, 
podiatry, spine and upper extremities. 
The business offers physical therapy, 
occupational therapy and aquatics 
therapy. 281-364-1122. www.srosm.com 

7  Subway opened July 23 at 24230 
Kuykendahl Road, Ste. 320, Tomball 
in the Spring Marketplace Center. The 
international submarine sandwich shop 
chain offers a variety of healthy choice 
options, which are fully customizable by 
the customer. 832-698-2071.  
www.subway.com

8  Sunbelt Pawn opened its fourth 
Greater Houston location July 1 at 
8605 Louetta Road, Spring. The family-
owned and operated pawn shop offers 
confidential loans. The store also buys 
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a state-of-the-art showroom showcasing 
the latest Lincoln models as well as 
lounges with Wi-Fi and an in-store café. 
In addition to selling Lincoln vehicles, 
Planet Lincoln offers service and parts 
departments and a collision repair 
center. 888-242-5059.  
www.planetlincoln.com   

New Management

16  Bluewater Seafood is under new 
ownership at 4921 FM 2920, Spring. The 
business was bought by the previous 
owner’s son in October 2013 and is slated 
to open in late August. The restaurant 
serves seafood, including crawfish, crab 
legs and po’boys. The restaurant is open 
for lunch and has a full bar stocked with 
craft beers. 281-288-9222.  
www.bluewaterseafoodonline.com 

Anniversaries

17  Antique shops Antunkables and 
Two Monkeys and a Flying Pickle 
celebrated their one-year anniversaries 
in June at 5602 Spring Stuebner Road, 
Spring. Antunkables sells a variety of 
antiques, including nautical and western 
relics, as well as American furniture. 
The shop provides landscaping services 
for customers who wish to use the 
antiques in their yards. Two Monkeys 
and a Flying PIckle offers kitchen items, 
clothing, purses and toys, while offering 
high-end faux finishing. 713-824-6044.  

18  Desola Glass, Art and Frame 
celebrates its 30-year anniversary in 
August. The business opened its doors in 
1984 and is located at 7770 Louetta Road, 
Spring. The full-service glass company 
offers window repair and replacement, 
shower and glass door repair and 
replacement, glass door insulation, glass 
tabletops and custom mirrors. The store 
also serves as an art gallery, mostly 
featuring the work of artist G. Harvey, 
and a custom frame workshop.  
281-370-6880. www.desolaglass.com

Expansions

19  Integrated Aesthetics will expand 
its services at 5061 FM 2920, Spring 
between Gosling Road and Rhodes Road. 
The expansion will allow the company 
to offer a full cosmetic surgery center, 
dermatology services and medical spa at 
its current location. 281-404-5454.  
www.integratedplasticsurgery.com

20  Red Oak Hospital added a new 
surgical center at 17400 Red Oak Drive, 
Houston, on May 21. The new center 
allows doctors to perform orthopedic, 
plastic and minor surgeries all in one 
facility. The center also plans to add a 
gastrologist for gastrosurgery in the 
future. 281-919-1712.  
www.redoakhospital.com

News or questions about Spring or Klein? 
E-mail sklnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Jay Jordan and Matt Stephens

The Joint opened at 21212 Kuykendahl Road on 
July 17 with plans for a grand opening Aug. 23. 

3

Sterling Ridge Orthopaedics and Sports Medi-
cine opened in July at 20639 Kuykendahl Road. 

6

Antunkables and Two Monkeys and a Flying 
Pickle  celebrated one-year anniversaries in June. 
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Bluewater Seafood at 4921 FM 2920 in Spring 
opens under new management in August. 
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NW Houston’s Critically Acclaimed Professional Theatre

August 28th

through 
September 21st

One of America’s 
Favorite Award Winning 

Comedy Classics!

PRESENT THIS AD AND RECEIVE A 
10% DISCOUNT ON YOUR TICKET!

TexRepTheatre.org 
Box Offi  ce
281.583.7573 
14243 Stuebner Airline, Houston 77069

20243 KUYKENDAHL RD. SPRING, TX. 77379 

CALL 281-500-8660 TO SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT OR BOOK ONLINE AT 

WWW.WINDROSEFAMILYMEDICINE.COM

Compassionate Care for your entire family!

Dr. Lacrecia FosterDr. Rochelle Pondt

SPORTS & CAMP PHYSICALS NOW!

**ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS, INCLUDING MEDICARE!**

OUR BOARD CERTIFIED FAMILY MEDICINE PHYSICIANS ARE DEDICATED TO 
CARING FOR OUR NEIGHBORS LIKE THEY ARE MEMBERS OF OUR OWN FAMILY. 

IMMUNIZATIONS • WELL WOMAN EXAMS 
PHYSICAL EXAMS - ADULT & CHILD  • ACUTE CARE

ASSESSMENTS & TREATMENT FOR: 
DIABETES • HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE • HIGH CHOLESTEROL

DIGESTIVE DISORDERS  • ASTHMA • & MORE

6911 FM 1960 W
Houston, TX 77069
281- 444-5740

888-647-6611  |  Four Houston Locations  |  AusTin • DALLAs • HousTon • sAn AnTonio

biLLiArDFAcTory.coMsigtheater.com

Store Wide ClearanCe Sale

Assisted Living 
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care

19929 Chasewood Park Dr.
Houston, TX 77070 • (281) 378-3277

brookdale.com

Limited AvAiLAbiLity. CALL Now!

The Solana® Vintage Park 

Assisted Living Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care

ALL THE PLACES LIFE CAN GO is a trademark of Brookdale Senior Living Inc., Nashville, TN, USA. 
®Reg. U.S. Patent and TM Office    18830-RES01-0214 LMM

The Solana Vintage Park Assisted Living and Memory Care is now 
open! The Solana features accommodations and amenities that will 
ensure your enjoyment today, along with services to meet your 
evolving needs! So, stop by, take a tour and see all the places life can 
go at The Solana Vintage Park. 

For more information, please call (281) 378-3277.
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Featured Project
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1   Boudreaux Road realignment
Harris County completed the extension and 
realignment of Boudreaux Road near the 
intersection of Hwy. 249 and the Grand 
Parkway in June. Working with TxDOT and 
the Harris County Toll Road Authority, the 
county extended Boudreaux Road from 
2,500 feet west of Hwy. 249 to Hwy. 249 
and realigned the roadway from Hwy. 249 to 
3,500 feet east of Hwy. 249.   

Timeline: Project was completed June 8  
Cost: $3.6 million 
Funding Source: Harris County

2   Holzwarth Road extension
The widening of Holzwarth Road from FM 
2920 to Spring Stuebner Road in Spring 
continues. The southern section—expanding 
the road to a four-lane boulevard from FM 

2920 to just north of Emerson Ridge—has 
been completed. Construction continues on 
the northern section from north of Emerson 
Ridge to Spring Stuebner Road, which 
includes four lanes and storm sewer system. 

Timeline: South section completed June 1, 
north section scheduled for completion Nov. 20
Cost: $3.3 million total for both sections
Funding Source: Harris County

3  Spring Stuebner widening
The widening of Spring Stuebner Road from 
Kuykendahl Road to I-45 from two lanes to 
four lanes continues. Segments A and B, 
which run from Kuykendahl Road to Falvel 
Road, have been completed. Segment C, 
which connects Falvel Road to I-45, includes 
14-foot medians, drainage and traffic signals.

Timeline: Segment A completed Feb. 19, 
Segment B completed May 16, Segment C 
scheduled for completion Dec. 31 
Cost: $5.9 million for Segment A, $4.4 million 
for Segment B and $3.9 million for Segment C 
Funding Source: Harris County

4   Tomball Tollway
Construction on the Tomball Tollway is 
underway, including paving of the main lanes 
and the building of columns to support 
bridges across existing intersecting roads. 
Phase I of the project is being constructed 
as a six-lane—three in each direction—
electronically monitored tollway in the median 
between existing Hwy. 249 main lanes and will 
run from just south of Spring Cypress Road to 
just north of FM 2920.

Timeline: Project is expected to be 
completed in spring 2015
Cost:  $170 million
Funding Source: HCTRA

5   CLASS at Louetta Road and 
Kuykendahl Road
The Changeable Lane Assignment Signal 
System, or CLASS, has been installed at the 
intersection of Louetta Road and Kuykendahl 

Road. The signals allow lane assignments 
to change with the traffic patterns for 
better intersection management.  Other 
improvements at the intersection include 
right turn lanes and modified left turn lanes. 

Timeline: CLASS was operational June 30
Cost: $5.1 million 
Funding Sources: Harris County, federal 
government

6   TC Jester signal installation
Harris County finished the installation of 10 
traffic lights along TC Jester Boulevard 
between FM 1960 and FM 2920 in Spring. 
The intersections include Chapel Bend 
Drive, Aspen Bend Drive, Kennonview Drive, 
Glenmere Lane, Winding Bridge Drive, 
Center Court Drive, Pinelakes Boulevard, 
Alvin A. Klein Drive, Springbrook Hollow 
Drive and Spring Creek Oaks Drive.  

Timeline: Project was completed May 22
Cost: $2.9 million 
Funding Sources: Harris County, TxDOT

7  The Grand Parkway Segments 
F1, F2 and G
Three segments—F1, F2 and G—are 
under simultaneous construction on 
Houston’s third outer loop, which runs 
through Spring. The segments stretch 
from Hwy. 290 to Hwy. 59 and feature 
major overpasses and interchanges 
at Hwy. 290, Hwy. 249 and I-45. The 
project’s contractor, Zachry-Odebrecht 
Parkway Builders, has created a mobile 
application that provides up-to-date 
information. More information is available 
at www.grandparkway99.com.

Timeline: Project is expect to be 
completed in December 2015
Cost: $1 billion
Funding Source: TxDOT

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at sklnews@impactnews.comCompiled by David Pollan and Matt Stephens

Recently Completed

SignalizationProject Updates
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HYUNDAI

1-888-251-8370TOLL
FREE:www.ConroeHyundai.com

Exit Hwy 105 go North to Wilson Rd.  We are located at I-45 North and Wilson Rd.

All prices plus TT&L Pictures and colors for illustration only. 1) w/Approved Credit, Dealer Contribution May Effect Final Negotiated Price. Payments deferred til January 2015. 2), 3) 75 Month Chase Bank Financing,  
3.9% APR 20% Down and 1st Month Payment of 2) $293.41 3) 196.44, + TT&L, With Approved Credit. 

NEW 2014 HYUNDAI 
SANTA FE 

SPORT
Several To 

Choose

$21,911 $288.12Mo2 $13,939 $199Mo
Sale Price $15,439 Less $1500 Factory Rebate
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3

$0 DOWN PAYMENT - 0% APR FOR 72 MONTHS 

OR NO PAYMENTS ‘TIL JAN. 2015 1
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Several To Choose

$17,630

$29,740
NEW 2014 HYUNDAI 

GENESIS SEDAN
Several To Choose

Sale Price $32,240 Less $2500 Factory Rebate

Several To 
Choose

Sale Price $22,911 Less $1000 Factory Rebate

Sale Price $19,630 Less $2000 Factory Rebate
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Environmental study on high-speed 
rail from Houston to Dallas begins
By Matt Stephens 

The Federal Railroad Administration 
and the Texas Department of Transporta-
tion have begun work on an environmen-
tal impact statement for the Texas Central 
Railway, a proposed 240-mile high-speed 
rail system between Houston and Dallas. 

Robert Eckels, president of Texas Cen-
tral Railway, said the FRA and TxDOT 
issued a notice of intent June 25 to begin 
the environmental study. Eckels said the 
environmental study will consider pos-
sible routes for the railway and the effects 
on the surrounding community as well as 
possible stops along the way and alterna-
tive route options. 

Depending on how long the environ-
mental process takes, Eckels said the 
project could break ground by the end of 
2016 or early in 2017. The railway would 
be grade separated, meaning it would not 
intersect with rail tracks or roadways. 

Three routes are being considered for 
the train, Eckels said, including rights 
of way along I-45, north along Hwy. 249 
through Tomball and along a Union 
Pacific path along Hwy. 290. Stops are 
being considered near Bryan-College Sta-
tion and possibly along Beltway 8 or the 
Grand Parkway.

“All [routes] have their strengths,” Eck-
els said. “The main thing we’re looking for 
is the cost of construction and to mini-
mize the impact on the communities.”

He said public meetings will be held in 
the next two months to receive input on 
how the project could affect nearby com-
munities and what residents would like 
to see. Meetings will likely be held in the 
north Houston region. 

Eckels said he believes getting the mes-
sage out to the community about the proj-
ect could be one of the biggest obstacles in 
getting it constructed because of how new 
it is to the United States. 

There are no similar rail projects in the 
U.S., he said. 

As the environmental process con-
tinues, Eckels said examining the safety 
standards of the project will be concur-
rently examined. Using state-of-the-art 
technology, these high-speed trains have 
run in Japan for 50 years without any 
fatalities due to train errors. 

“You don’t have wrecks on these trains 
like you do on other trains,” he said. “It’s a 
quiet train. It’s a safe train. It’s extremely 
fast. That’s a message we need to get out to 
people to understand.”

Eckels said the project will not be 
constructed with federal or state fund-
ing. Instead a number of private investors 
would fund the multibillion dollar project 
through debt and equity and be repaid 
through ticket sales. Tickets would likely 
cost less than commercial airfare, he said. 

 “There’s also some money to be made 
in transit-oriented developments along 
the stops,” Eckels said. 

Eckels said a car trip from Houston to 
Dallas along I-45 today is roughly four 
hours and could increase to six hours by 
2035. Not only could a high-speed rail 
be an alternative to additional taxpayer-
funded construction along I-45, but Eck-
els said he believes it will aid in economic 
growth in Texas. 

“Both the Houston and Dallas/Forth 
Worth areas are the big economic drivers 
for Texas,” Eckels said. “This will make it 
so much easier to capitalize on the assets 
in both communities and continue eco-
nomic growth for Texas.” 

Myeshi Briley, president of the Spring-
Klein Chamber of Commerce, said she 
supports the project. Briley said she 
believes it could provide more flexibility 
for commuters. 

“I think it can really help the dynam-
ics of transportation to get from Dallas 
to our area really quickly,” Briley said. 
“It can also help with job opportunities. 
People could commute back and forth 
from Dallas to Spring.”

NEWS
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8330 Cypresswood Dr.   832.559.3427
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STATE INSPECTION DISCOUNT

XCICA21408

Receive $7 OFF regularly state mandated fee for annual emissions 

inspection. Regular price $39.75. Texas state law specifies that inspection fee 

must be paid regardless of  pass or fail. Coupon valid for emissions inspections 

only. Cannot be combined with any other coupons or special offers. Limited time.
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ALSO INCLUDES 21 PT INSPECTION

Discount applies to regularly priced oil changes only.

Cannot combine with any other special offers or discounts. Limited time.

Change Oil

New Oil Filter 

Check Fluids

Set Tire Pressure

XCICA11408

XCICA31408 XCICA41408 XCICA51408

ANY SERVICE $150 OR MORE

(most cases)

OPEN SATURDAY

3 Yr / 36,000 Mile Warranty

Import & Domestic Service

ASE Certified Technicians

Customer Shuttle Service

Same Day Service

State Inspection Station

Free Written Estimates

Factory Maintenance
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0% Financing Available
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Construction begins on Grand Texas district
By Liza Winkler 

Grand Texas—the future 610-
acre sports and entertainment 
district in New Caney—is sched-
uled to break ground on the first 
phases of construction late this 
summer and open to the public 
in early- to mid-2015.

The development will feature 
a 150-acre theme park, 40-acre 
water park, 83-acre sports 
complex, RV park with 144 lots, 
more than 240 hotel rooms and 
450,000 square feet of retail and 
dining once completed, said 
Monty Galland, CEO of the 
Grand Texas Sports and Enter-
tainment District. Officials also 
announced in July a 43-acre auto 
racing component at the park, 
which will be constructed on the 
property near the RV park and 
the sports complex.

Grand Texas, which officials 
estimate will draw 1.2 million 
annual visitors, will be near the 
intersection of Hwy. 242 and 
Hwy. 59.

“We want what we refer to as 
‘the district’ [to be] a destination, 
and as a destination, that means 

it’s going to drive development,” 
Galland said. “We have a lot to 
offer that you just won’t find any 
place else.”

Galland said Grand Texas will 
differ from other theme parks 
in the state since it will feature 
Texas history and culture ele-
ments throughout the property. 
The theme park will include 
roller coasters and other carnival 
attractions and is expected to 
span 71 acres in the first phase 
slated to open in May 2016, Gal-
land said. The theme park has 
room to add new attractions on 
up to 150 acres in the future.

The Big Rivers Water Park is 
scheduled to begin its first phase 
of construction on 28 acres in 
September 2014 and open in 
June 2015. Galland said the 
water park has space to accom-
modate 40 acres of development, 
with the first section spanning 
an area slightly smaller than Wet 
‘n’ Wild SplashTown in Spring.

The sports complex will 
include indoor facilities and 
20 sports fields, Galland said. 
The fields are designed to 

accommodate a variety of sports, 
including junior and senior base-
ball, softball, soccer, lacrosse, 
7-on-7 football and rugby.

Galland said construction on 
the sports complex is expected 
to begin this month and open in 
March 2015. The RV park and 
a few hotels will also be among 
some of the first components of 
Grand Texas to open early next 
year.

Grand Texas officials were 
approached by a private devel-
oper looking to build a new 
attraction on 43 acres of the 
property near the RV section, 
which has altered some design 
plans for the overall park, Gal-
land said. On July 21, Grand 
Texas announced that Palmetto 
Racing in The Woodlands is 
working with Miller Perfor-
mance USA in Utah to develop 
a multipurpose attraction called 
Motorsportz at the park. 

“This type of family-oriented 
racing will be very well received 
in Houston,” Palmetto Racing 
owner Tim Crawford said. “We 
could not be more pleased to 
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The Grand Texas theme park in New Caney will feature a Texas and western theme.

The theme park is scheduled to open in phases starting in early 2015. 

bring this to the deserving people 
of this great city.”

The Motorsportz complex 
is slated to open in mid-2015 
and will include commercial 
pad sites for future hotels and 
restaurants. 

Transportation at Grand Texas 
will be facilitated through a 
50-acre parking lot for visitors 
and separate lots for employees 
and coaches, Galland said. A 
trolley shuttle system is planned 
for the coming years, he said.

French QuarterFrench QuarterFrench Quarter
O F F I C E  P A R K

French QuarterFrench QuarterFrench Quarter

• Unique Offi ce Development 
offering a park like setting

• Suites from 900-10,000 SF
• Close Proximity to I-45 & 

The Woodlands
• Ample Parking

7105-71 15 FM 2920
Spring, Tx 77379
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Joel C. English 
Offi ce: 713.473.7200

Cell: 281.808.1166
siterraproperties.com

joel@siterraproperties.com

Future site of French QuarterFrench QuarterFrench Quarter
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“I’ve come a long way and shed a bunch of weight so that now my 
knees feel good and I’m climbing stairs. This weight loss has added 
years to my life.” - Ken

Join our surgical weight loss physicians at 
Houston Methodist Willowbrook Hospital 
for a FREE surgical weight loss seminar. 

Tuesday, August 19 at NOON
- Dr. Worley 

Wednesday, September 3 at 6 p.m.
- Dr. Turnquest

Dexter Turnquest, MD, FACS
Bariatric Surgeon & Medical Director
Houston Methodist Willowbrook Hospital

Todd Worley, MD
Bariatric & Metabolic Surgeon
Houston Methodist Willowbrook Hospital

Refreshments  •  Door Prizes

FREE WEIGHT LOSS SEMINARS

To register, call 281.737.2500 or visit 
methodistwillowbrook.com/weightloss.

Houston Methodist Willowbrook Hospital  
18220 State Highway 249
Houston, TX 77070

MEET KEN
HE TOLD DIABETES, “WE’RE DONE!”

Ken happily shares his weight loss success story with others. He 
recalls the days when he weighed more than 290 pounds, and had 
difficulty walking up stairs, high blood pressure, elevated blood sugar 
levels and sleep apnea. Since having weight loss surgery, Ken has lost 
more than 70 pounds, dropped 10 clothing sizes and no longer has 
type 2 diabetes, sleep apnea or high blood pressure.

HMWB_CommImpact_Weightloss_ad.indd   1 7/16/2014   3:25:04 PM
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Harris County Precinct 4 commissioner candidates
With primary elections wrapped up, 

Republican incumbent Jack Cagle and 
Democrat M. I. Badat have emerged as 
the two candidates competing for the 

commissioner seat in Harris County Pre-
cinct 4. Cagle has served as commissioner 
since October 2011 after being appointed 
to replace Jerry Eversole. Badat has lived in 

Harris County since 1980. He has worked 
in business-oriented professions in the pri-
vate sector, managing budgets and guiding 
his business through growth.

What are the top issues facing the 
precinct moving forward?

With Harris County being the sec-
ond fastest-growing county among the 
most populous counties of our nation, I 
think the top challenges currently facing 
the county stem from accommodating 
population growth. This includes modes 
of transportation, prison systems and 
services offered for the welfare of the 
community. 

For example, over the years, I, as a 
beneficiary of [Harris County Hospital 
District], witnessed the effects of a grow-
ing population at HCHD locations and the 
resulting strain on the system.

The most important responsibilities of 
a county commissioner are to contribute 
in ensuring the most efficient allocation of 
the resources available to the county. 

What skills and experiences do you 
have that will benefit you as a county 
commissioner?

Mainly my education, my devotion to 
public service assignments and [my] expe-
rience in managing budgets for businesses. 
I have done that under the umbrella of 
nonprofit organizations and also through 
volunteer initiatives that were taken up by 
the community or our family. Thus, we 
volunteered when the county opened its 

doors to people displaced by hurricanes 
such as Katrina and Ike.

If elected, what are your top goals to 
accomplish?

My top priority would be to align the 
county budget with the priority and 
aspirations of the residents of the county. I 
realize that big and diverse Harris County 
has peculiar challenges when it comes to 
allocating resources. 

I would work toward improving the 
county infrastructure. I would also like 
to actively contribute in ensuring greater 
transparency in the manner in which the 
county awards the contracts.

What are the top issues facing the 
precinct moving forward?

We are growing at such a clip that we 
have to stay in tune with transportation. 
The challenge is to have the connections, 
relationships and the skills to make sure 
we can continue to put the roads and the 
streets and infrastructure in place.

We have two types of water issues to deal 
with—too much water and not enough 
water. We have regions that still have prob-
lems with flooding. As we continue to grow, 
we need to make sure we have reasonable, 
sane policies in place. 

We also had a serious drought three 
years ago. We need to make sure, if we do 

have a five-year drought sometime in the 
future, we have adequate water supplies.

What skills and experiences do you 
have that benefit you as a county 
commissioner?

Many of the skills I developed as a judge 
are important in my current role. Among 
them are problem-solving skills and expe-
rience with pulling together different types 
of bodies to get something accomplished. 

One example is how we were able to deal 
with illegal activity at massage parlors in 
our region. I was able to have a meeting 
with [numerous local officials] to get a 
regulation passed. Since we’ve done that, 

we have had great success in cleaning up 
FM 1960 and other areas. 

What accomplishments are you most 
proud of related to public service?

Polls say mobility is the No. 1 concern of 
a county resident. I was part of a multi-
party conversation to help pull together 
the current package of Hwy. 290, Hwy. 249, 
the Grand Parkway and the expansion of 
the Hardy Toll Road into a memorandum 
of understanding with TxDOT.

For quality of life, I’m proud of the 
progress we’ve made on Spring Creek 
Greenway. We are trying to put together a 
contiguous, connected trail system.
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COMPLETE COVERAGE AT IMPACTNEWS.COM/VOTE-2014

Total population:  
1,117,000
Unincorporated area population: 
788,000
Precinct size:  
389 square miles

PRECINCT 4 STATISTICS 

NEW PATIENTS 
WELCOME 

6111 CYPRESS CREEK PARKWAY #207
HOUSTON TX 77069
281-440-1050
WWW.CHAMPIONSDENTIST.COM

PREVENTIVE CARE 

DIGITAL X-RAYS 

CROWN & BRIDGE RESTORATIONS

TEETH WHITENING

DENTAL IMPLANTS

SNORING & SLEEP APNEA TREATMENT 
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PATIENT-CENTERED, COMPASSIONATE, CARING DENTISTRY

!!!

(BY BLUEWATER 
SEAFOOD)

NO INSURANCE? NO PROBLEM! ASK ABOUT OUR 
QUALITY DENTAL PLAN MEMBERSHIP.
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are raising money to bury sisters who were 
accidentally poisoned as a result of a cooking 
mistake. 7:30 p.m. (Sept. 5, 6). 3 p.m. (Sept. 
7). HFAC Garza main stage, 10760 Grant 
Road, Houston. 281-685-6374.  
www.houstonfac.com

Ongoing

Coffee and Cars  
This Houston-based auto enthusiast group 
meets the first Sunday of every month at 
the Vintage Park shopping center. Members 
meet and enjoy coffee while showcasing 
their rare vehicles to attendees. A variety of 
cars are presented, including Ferraris and 
Lamborghinis. 8–10 a.m. Free to attend. 110 
Vintage Park Blvd., Houston.  
www.coffeeandcarshouston.com 

Farmers Market at Main Street  
Main Street America has begun hosting a 
farmers market on the second and fourth 
Sunday mornings of every month. The event 
provides fresh local produce to attendees, 
who can learn more about Main Restaurant 
and Main Course Cooking School. 8:30–
11:30 a.m. Free (admission) 18750 I-45, 
Spring. 281-825-4429.  
www.mainstreetamerica.com

Genealogy demonstration 
The Barbara Bush Branch Library holds a 
genealogy database demonstration on the 
fourth Tuesday of every month. Attendees 
learn how to navigate and use HeritageQuest 
and Ancestry.com. Registration opens 30 
days before every class. 11 a.m. Free. 6817 
Cypresswood Drive, Spring. 281-376-4610. 
www.hcpl.net 

Museum Family Day 
The Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine Arts offers 

free monthly Museum Family Days featuring 
hands-on art projects, artist demonstrations 
and performances on the second Saturday 
of the month. 11 a.m.–3 p.m. Free. 6815 
Cypresswood Drive, Spring. 281-376-6322. 
www.pearlmfa.org 

Niftee 50ees Classic Cruise-In 
The group holds a weekly event at the Corum 
Shopping Center at Kuykendahl and Louetta 
roads, where as many as 200-300 classic 
cars are shown every week. Cars from 1979 
and older are permitted to participate but 
owners must register and pay a small entry 
fee. 6–10 p.m. Free (for the public). 4690 
Louetta Road, Spring. 281-620-4987.  
www.niftee50ees.com  

Storytime in the gardens 
Mercer Arboretum presents its monthly 
storytime for children the third Monday 
of every month. The children’s librarian at 
Baldwin Boettcher Branch Library shares 
nature books with children and their parents 
in the garden. Arts and crafts projects 
are included. No advanced reservation is 
required. 10:30–11:30 a.m. Free. Mercer 
Arboretum & Botanical Gardens, 22306 
Aldine Westfield Road, Humble.  
281-443-8731. www.themercersociety.org 

Farmers market at Wunderlich Farms 
Wunderlich Farms and the Klein,Texas 
Museum host the event on the last Saturday 
of every month. Vendors include Neal’s 
Berry Farm, Edmonds Farms, Theiss Farms, 
Atkinson Farms, Let Me Cook Today, 
Lavande, Love and Kindness, Taste of Asia 
and Nativa. Fruits, vegetables, baked goods, 
honey and homemade soaps are available for 
purchase. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Free. 18218 Theiss 
Mail Route Road, Spring. 832-249-5800.  
www.kleinisd.net/historicalfoundation

with a stranger who they believe does not 
understand the English language. The fact 
that he does fuels the play’s comedy.  8 p.m. 
(Aug. 29, 30, Sept. 5, 6). 3 p.m. (Aug. 31, 
Sept. 7). 7:30 p.m. (Sept. 4). $15–$38. Prices 
vary based on showtime and age. The Texas 
Repertory Theatre, 14243 Stuebner Airline 
Road, Houston. 281-583-7573.  
www.texreptheatre.org 

30 Community Cookout
The Holy Comforter Episcopal 

Church hosts its 14th annual Community 
Cookout. The barbecue cookoff is 
an International Barbecue Cookers 
Association sanctioned event, while the 
cookout also provides a craft fair, door 
prizes, live music, food, live auction and 
silent auction. 11 a.m.–4 p.m. $10 (lunch 
plates for adults). $5 (children ages 6–12). 
Free (children 5 and under). 2322 Spring 
Cypress Road, Spring. 281-288-8169. 
www.holycomforterspring.org 

September

04 Party with a Purpose
Shield Bearer is hosting a night of 

entertainment to benefit the organization’s 
efforts to provide counseling services to 
couples, families and the community at 
large. Guests can enjoy hors d’oeuvres, live 
music by Cool Freddie E and The Crew as 
well as raffle door prizes and auction items. 
Shield Bearer serves the Northwest Houston, 
Tomball, Hempstead and West Houston 
regions. 6–9:30 p.m. $20 (early bird), $25 
(door price). Tin Hall, 14800 Tin Hall Road, 
Cypress. 281-894-7222.  
www.shieldbearer.org

05 through 7  
‘Nunsense’ 

The Houston Family Arts Center presents the 
second longest running off-Broadway show. 
The musical tells the tale of five nuns who 

August

16 All About Bats
The Jesse H. Jones Park and Nature 

Center hosts an informational program about 
bats for the general public. Wildlife Biologist 
Diana Foss informs attendees about which 
species can be found in Harris County, the 
role they play in the ecosystem, what threats 
they face and how people can help monitor 
them. 9 a.m.–noon. Free. 20634 Kenswick 
Drive, Humble. 281-446-8588. www.hcp4.net 

20 and 26  
Precinct 4 Fun 4 Seniors Trip 

The Harris County Precinct 4 Seniors Adult 
Program hosts trips for local seniors every 
month. This month, seniors enjoy a tour of 
Minute Maid Park in Houston and a trip to 
Moody Gardens in Galveston. The bus arrives 
and drops off attendees at the Barbara Bush 
Branch Library. Lunch is not included in trip 
fees. 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. (Aug. 20). 9 a.m.–5 
p.m. (Aug. 26). $8 (Aug. 20). $10 (Aug. 26). 
6817 Cypresswood Drive, Spring.  
281-893-3726. www.hcp4.net 

23 Suds, Scenes & SIRE 
SIRE Therapeutic Horsemanship 

hosts its annual fundraising event at the 
Alamo Drafthouse at Vintage Park. The 
event raises money for SIRE, a nonprofit 
organization that provides therapeutic 
horsemanship for people with special needs. 
In addition to a showing of “Hidalgo,” the 
event includes dinner, beer and wine and a 
live auction. 6–11 p.m. $50. 114 Vintage Park 
Blvd., Ste. J, Houston. 281-356-7588.  
www.sire-htec.org  

23 and 24  
Hunter education certification 

The Jesse H. Jones Park and Nature Center 
presents a one-day course to provide hunter 
certification. The course meets the mandated 
Texas Parks & Wildlife Hunter Education 
requirements for the state of Texas. The 
course is appropriate for hunters ages 9 and 
up. Reservation required. 9:30 a.m.–3 p.m. 
$15. 20634 Kenswick Drive, Humble.  
281-446-8588. www.hcp4.net 

29 through Sept. 7  
‘The Foreigner’

This award-winning comedy tells the story 
of how a group of devious characters deal 

CALENDAR

C
o

ur
te

sy
 H

o
ly

 C
o

m
fo

rt
er

 E
p

is
co

p
al

 C
hu

rc
h

and 31
Labor Day Celebration
The Woodlands Township celebrates 

Labor Day weekend with fireworks, live music, 
strolling entertainers and activities for all ages. 
6–9 p.m. Free. Waterway Square, 31 Waterway 
Square Place. 281-367-2447.  
www.thewoodlandscvb.com
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Worth the TRIP

Compiled by Matt Stephens  

www.professionalskw.com

281 -444-3900
8101 Cypresswood Dr •  Spring,  TX 77379 

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE HOME MARKET ANALYSIS!

Looking to buy, sell or invest?
CALL THE # 1  REAL ESTATE COMPANY IN THE COMMUNIT Y!
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September

20 Montgomery Wine  
and Music Fest

Texas wineries exhibit their craft in historic 
downtown Montgomery with tastings or by 
the glass. The festival includes live music, kids’ 
games and a bounce house. 10 a.m.–9 p.m. $5 
(Celebration Children’s Area). $20 (Wine tasting 
package purchased online), $25 (at gate), $5 
(fee for alcohol), $1 (single tickets). Free shuttle. 
Liberty Street at Hwy. 105. 936-597-5004.  
www.experiencemontgomery.com

October

04 Creekfest
Organized by the Houston Northwest 

Chamber of Commerce with the help of local 
cultural organizations, the 4th annual Creekfest 
provides live entertainment, local artists and 
vendors as well as food and family-friendly 
activities for the community to experience 
local arts and culture. Attendees experience 
fine arts through hands-on art projects, artist 
demonstrations, performances and library 
activities. The Color the Creek Fun Run kicks 
off the event at 8 a.m. 10 a.m.–4 p.m. $40 
(registration for 5k). $20 (family fun run). Free 
(other Creekfest events). Locations vary along 
Cypresswood Drive. 281-440-4160.  
www.creekfesthouston.com

10 through 12 
Conroe Cajun Catfish Festival

The festival celebrates its 25th anniversary this 
year. The event features live music on three 
stages. The “Go Texan Wine Area” offers 
both wine and food samplings. Food offered 
includes catfish, boudain and alligator. Arts and 
crafts booths are also featured. 6 p.m.–midnight 
(Oct. 10), 11 a.m.–midnight (Oct. 11), noon–6 
p.m. (Oct. 12). Free admission. Free shuttle. 
101 S. Main St., Conroe. 936-539-6009.  
www.conroecajuncatfishfestival.com

11 through Nov. 30 
Texas Renaissance Festival  

The festival’s main attraction is a 55-acre 
recreated British village from the 16th century. 
Daily performances include storytelling, 
jousting demonstrations and theater. The 
festival celebrates its 40th year with a King 

Midas Masquerade Ball. A variety of foods, 
drinks, crafts and gifts are offered. 9 a.m.–8 
p.m. $27 (adults at gate), $13 (children ages 
5–12 at gate), free (children ages 4 and under). 
21778 FM 1774, Todd Mission. 281-356-2178.  
www.texrenfest.com 

18 Texian Heritage Festival
Texas history comes to life at the 

Texian Heritage Festival. The 1800s are 
revisited with live cannon fire, battle re-
enactments, Texian Army Tent encampment 
and Native American dancing. Barbecue 
and festival food are offered. 10 a.m.–5 p.m.  
$5. Fernland Historical Park, 780 Clepper, 
Montgomery. 936-524-0534.  
www.texianheritage.org

18 and 19 
Petfest

Old Town Spring hosts Petfest, an event 
dedicated to finding homes for animals in 
shelters and hosted by rescue groups across 
the Greater Houston area. In addition to 
raising money and recruiting volunteers, the 
festival provides entertainment and educational 
opportunities to attendees. Activities include 
costume contests, wiener dog races, pet 
parade and Ask a Vet sessions. 9:45 a.m.–4 
p.m. (Oct. 18). 10:45 a.m.–3:30 p.m. (Oct. 19). 
Free. Old Town Spring, 403 Main St., Spring. 
281-353-9310. www.oldtownspring.com

25 Taste of the Village
The Indian Springs Village 

Association and the Indian Springs 
Shopping Center host the 10th annual Taste 
of the Village. The event offers free food 
samples and entertainment for all ages, 
including face-painting, a balloon artist, and 
an appearance by Spiderman. The Ogres 
play live music from noon–4 p.m. rain or 
shine. Free. Indian Springs Village Center 
at the intersection of Kuykendahl Road and 
Woodlands Parkway.  
www.indianspringsvillage.com

26 Trick or Treat Trail
The Woodlands Convention and 

Visitors Bureau offers the Trick or Treat Trail 
along The Woodlands Waterway at Town 
Green Park. This event offers trick-or-treating, 
children’s activities and a costume contest. 3–6 
p.m. Free. Town Green Park, 2099 Lake Robbins 
Drive. 281-210-3478.  
www.thewoodlandscvb.com

November

08 through Dec. 24 
Home for the Holidays

Thousands of twinkling lights highlight the 
holiday market in Old Town Spring. More 
than 150 shops and restaurants are open 
as a variety of entertainment is offered 
such as musicians, cloggers and carolers. 
Santa arrives for photos Saturdays and 
Sundays. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. (Mondays through 
Saturdays), noon–6 p.m. (Sundays). Free. 
Old Town Spring, 403 Main St., Spring.  
281-353-9310.   
www.oldtownspring.com

22 Lighting of the Doves and iWow 
This year’s International Winter on the 

Waterway (iWow) includes snow play, ice 
carvers, vendor booths, children’s activities and 
Santa’s arrival. Live music and fireworks are 
also part of the celebration. The event features 
The Woodlands’ annual Lighting of the Doves 
tradition. 3–9 p.m. Free. Town Green Park along 
The Woodlands Waterway.  
www.thewoodlandscvb.com 

December

12 through 14 
Tomball German  

Christmas Market
This German food and market festival 
includes mulled wine, Christmas Stollen and 
bratwurst. Dutch Santa makes a visit along 
with a variety of entertainers. The event 
features several other attractions, including 
a bungee jump and pony rides. 6–10 p.m. 
(Dec. 12), 10 a.m.–10 p.m. (Dec. 13), 10 
a.m.–6 p.m. (Dec. 14). Free admission, 
parking and shuttle. Old Town Tomball near 
Historical Train Depot Plaza, 201 S. Elm St., 
Tomball. 281-379-6844. 
www.tomballgermanfest.org
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SAVE
BIG
IN SPRING

Stop by our office 
for a free auto quote 
and see how much 

you could save.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are 
not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a 
registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance 
Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. 
Subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2014. © 2014 GEICO

713-224-3426 
1403 Spring Cypress Road

Spring, TX  
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Giammalva Racquet Club
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Former tennis pro Sammy Giammalva bought the Giammalva Racquet Club in March 2000. 
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Giammalva Racquet Club
Owner passionate about tennis instruction

K nown for the quality of its begin-
ners programs, Giammalva 
Racquet Club has trained young 

players from when they first learned the 
intricacies of the sport into collegiate 
athletes that receive scholarships with 
hopes of playing professionally someday. 

“I think our kids programming really 
sets us apart,” owner Sammy Giammalva 
Jr. said. “We have quality staff, we offer 
the smaller ratios so that kids progress a 
lot faster, and the interest in the game is 
nurtured.”

Giammalva praised the quality of 
young tennis players trained at his club, 
citing the Capsher Texas Grand Slam 
in June where 26 of the club’s athletes 
played and performed well. The owner 
said many of those players first picked up 
the game years ago at Giammalva, and 
said its beginners programs are the club’s 
greatest strength. 

The instructors focus on interactive 
drills with athletes and provide a variety 
of programs for them during the year. 

“Most parents bring their kids in and 
they want their kids to have fun, they 
want them to like it,” Giammalva said. 
“They want them to improve and they 
want a good environment.”

The club reaches out to thousands of 
students at local school districts—includ-
ing Klein ISD—through assemblies held 
each year that provide a curriculum for 
physical education teachers to teach ten-
nis to students. 

However, the club is not just for grade-
school tennis players. It provides a wide 
array of adult programs and social activi-
ties as well. The 11-acre tennis club offers 
20 different lighted courts lined for play-
ers of all ages, an Olympic-sized swim-
ming pool, a fitness area with a wide 

array of workout equipment, personal 
training and other amenities.

Originally developed by Wimbledon, a 
residential developer, Giammalva bought 
the club in March of 2000. 

“The club was really run down and 
they were not doing well, so I kept 
approaching and kept approaching, and 
finally they were interested,” he said. “It 
was a big facility with a lot of courts and 
a lot of potential.”

The Houston native played tennis 
professionally from 1980-89, reaching 
the top 30 ranked players in the world in 
both singles and doubles. He won mul-
tiple singles and doubles titles, retiring 
from tennis at 27. Giammalva went back 
to school, graduating from Rice Univer-
sity in 1993 and working in investment 
banking before coming back to the sport 
he loved. He served as the tennis director 
for five years at Pine Forest Country Club 
before purchasing the club in Spring.  

The former tennis pro made quick 
improvements to the club, which he said 
was in disrepair. Membership grew from 
40-50 members to as many as 400 mem-
bers at the club’s peak, Giammalva said. 
However, membership took a hit around 
2010 and has since dropped to about 250 
members. 

However, with significant recent 
growth in the region, Giammalva said 
he is optimistic about the club’s future. 
The owner plans to invest $1 million in 
improvements over the next three years, 
with plans to provide a better social envi-
ronment for adults, make renovations to 
the fitness area and other improvements.

“I think we have a gorgeous club the 
way it is, but I definitely would like to see 
a fresh, really clean look to it,” Giam-
malva said. 

BUSINESS

16400 Sir William Drive 
Spring • 281-370-5801
www.giammalva.com 
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.–9 p.m.,  
Sat.–Sun. 8:30 a.m.–7 p.m.

By Matt Stephens

Giammalva’s program offers personalized instruc-
tion in tennis and fitness.

Programs offered
Prices for programs vary based on the pro-
gram, age and number of classes. Members 
receive discounts. 

• Beginners: These programs focus on inter-
active drills for beginning tennis players of 
all ages. 

• High performance: These courses offer a 
four-to-one instructor-to-student ratio, em-
phasizing personalized instruction.

• Live ball: Students compete with each other 
in specific goal-oriented games and activities 
designed to emphasize specific skill sets. 

• Adult academy: Each practice has a par-
ticular focus and pushes athletes physically.

• Adult tennis drills: Adults can drop-in with a 
partner and focus on live ball drills as well as 
team strategy, positioning and team tactics. 

The club is known for its beginners and youth 
tennis programs. 

Nicolas and Helga Pinones-Haltenhoff instruct an 
interactive drill for young tennis students. 

karenrivera@kw.com
www.karenriverarealtor.com

Do you want to 
know how much 

your home value 
has gone up in the 

last couple of 
months

CALL ME
TODAY

FOR A FREE
MARKET ANALYSIS

832-259-6408

It's more 
than just
a house! 

 
 

THE BOTTOM LINE: 

MY JOB
IS TO GET
YOUR HOUSE

SOLD
FOR MORE MONEY, IN LESS TIME

WITH LESS HASSLE

Realtor

Serving all my spring 
neighbors
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Gratzi Italian Restaurant

 Kuykendahl Rd.

2920

TC Jester Blvd.

Gratzi owner and chef Richard White has been cooking Italian food for more than three decades. 
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Gratzi Italian Restaurant
Owner’s experience helps Italian eatery thrive

R ichard White has poured more 
than 30 years of experience 
and passion into Gratzi Italian 

Restaurant. A restaurateur who has held 
every job in the restaurant business, 
White designed more than just the menu. 
He even designed the floor plan. 

“[Cooking] is my craft, and it’s gotten 
to the point where I’m doing the interior 
designing and the decorating,” White 
said. “I actually drew the floor plan on 
graph paper using each little square as one 
square foot and gave it to a draftsman.”

White constructs dishes using recipes 
he has developed through the course of 
a long career spent working with Italian 
food. He serves traditional Italian favor-
ites, such as fettuccine Alfredo, lasagna 
and spaghetti and meatballs. But White 
also offers specials that have become cus-
tomer favorites, such as Chicken Romano.  

The chef and owner takes special care 
with every dish, whether it is bread made 
from scratch or tiramisu crafted with 
homemade sponge cake. 

“I give the same effort into a cheese 
pizza as I do to a $27 rib-eye steak,” White 
said. “It’s the same effort, so to me they’re 
all equally the same and equally as good. 
Each dish I make is as good as the next.”

Gratzi’s pizzas are among the restau-
rant’s more popular dishes. White said the 
variety of gourmet pizzas and calzones 
served are cooked in a brick pizza oven 
and topped with a homemade pizza sauce 

cooked for hours with celery, onion, garlic 
and cabernet sauvignon wine. 

“Between the sauce and the pizza, we 
could probably just serve those things and 
we’d be fine,” he said. 

After 12 years as the co-owner of Cam-
pioni’s Restaurant in the Champions area, 
White split from partner Ric Mausser to 
create Gratzi in 2005. Although Gratzi 
struggled a bit through the economic 
recession after a strong initial opening, 
White said the restaurant has rebounded 
thanks to growth in the area. 

“I think we broke through the recession 
and came out on the other side better than 
we ever were,” he said. 

White said he began his cooking career 
at the age of 20. He gained a passion 
for Italian cuisine working in Nino’s 
Restaurant in Houston in the late ’70s 
before attending the Cambridge School 
of Culinary Arts in Massachusetts, where 
he graduated in 1982. He worked in sev-
eral other Houston Italian eateries before 
opening Campioni’s with Mausser. 

With his restaurant seeing hundreds of 
customers on a nightly basis, White said 
he is considering opening other restau-
rants in the area. In the meantime, White 
continues to take his craft seriously. 

“One thing I learned from [owner] 
Vince Mandola at Nino’s was always keep 
working on your project,” he said. “You 
keep moving forward with your restau-
rants, and they’ll take care of you.” 

DINING

6334 FM 2920, Ste. 110
Spring • 281-376-4800
www.gratziitalian.com 
Hours: Mon.–Thu. 11 a.m.–2 p.m., 5–8:30 
p.m., Fri. 11 a.m.–2 p.m., 5–9 p.m., Sat. 
5-9 p.m., Closed Sundays

From the menu
• Chicken Romano: Chicken breast coated 

with Romano cheese, topped with kalama-
ta olives, marinated artichoke hearts and 
lemon butter sauce. Served with choice of 
salad, pasta and fresh vegetables ($17.95). 

• Roasted chicken lasagna: Layers of 
pasta layered with sautéed spinach, grilled 
mushrooms and roasted chicken in a 
crema rosa sauce ($15.95). 

• Seafood special: Grilled roma tomatoes, 
yellow bell peppers and roasted fennel 
served over pesto with grilled shrimp and 
sautéed calamari steak and topped with a 
beurre blanc sauce ($21.95).

• Gourmet pizzas: Homemade pizza op-
tions include Alla Greca, grilled vegetable, 
brie, margherita and scampi as well as 
calzones ($8.95, 8-inch), ($10.95, 10-inch), 
($13.95, 12-inch), ($16.95, 14-inch). 

• Tiramisu: Homemade sponge cake with 
espresso syrup, amaretto, mascarpone 
cheese and whipped cream ($5.95). 

Gourmet pizza options offered include Alla Greca 
($8.95–$16.95). 

Gratzi offers a variety of salads and pasta salads.

Gratzi serves numerous dessert options, such as 
chocolate fudge pie ($5.95).

An experienced owner

By Matt Stephens

20+

The 
restaurant 

serves 

different wines.

30+ years
Owner Richard White has 

restaurant experience. 15-20

250

Gratzi caters 
to jobs as 
small as

up to 5
as well as a build 
your own pizza 

option.

Gratzi offers 
gourmet 
pizzas

The restaurant 
sees as many as

on Fridays.

350-400
customers

people

lasagnas.

Insurance subject to terms, qualifications and availability.  Allstate Property and Casualty 
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and annuities issued by Lincoln Benefit Life Company, Lincoln, NE, Allstate Life Insurance 
Company, Northbrook, IL, and American Heritage Life Insurance Company, Jacksonville, FL.  
In New York, Allstate Life Insurance Company of New York, Hauppauge, NY. Northbrook, IL. 
© 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.

Protect your world
Auto • Home • Life • Retirement

The Lipton Agency
281-580-2510
2611 Cypress Creek Pkwy., Ste. D-100

Call me today to discuss your options.
Some people think Allstate only protects your car. Truth is, 
Allstate can also protect your home or apartment, your 
boat, motorcycle - even your retirement and your life. And 
the more of your world you put in Good Hands®, the more 
you can save.
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Absolute Cool Air
of Spring

$49.95
A/C Check

832-521-5045
24 Hour Emergency Service

Absolute Cool AirAbsolute Cool Air
FACT:  IF YOU ARE LOW ON FREON, IT IS COSTING YOU MONEY.

LET US 
SAVE YOU 
MONEY!

absolutecoolair@yahoo.com
airconditioningservicemagnolia.com
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O ne of the largest nonprofit organi-
zations in the region, Northwest 
Assistance Ministries was formed 

in 1983 when 10 church congregations 
pooled their resources in response to the 
oil and gas downturn brought about by 
the international oil glut.

“[The congregations] were being 
overwhelmed with requests for food and 
rent,” NAM Executive Director Carole 
Little said. ‘The concept of the ministry 
came out of the graduate school of social 
work at the University of Houston and 
was mapped out on a napkin.”

The original ministry included a food 
pantry, resale store and had one paid 
staff member, Little said. 

Today, NAM is supported by more 
than 50 congregations, has between 79 
and 85 employees based on need and 
nearly 3,000 volunteers, she said. It 
supports 20 zip codes inhabited by 1.5 
million individuals.

NAM is a nonprofit social service 
organization aimed at supplying basic 
needs to north and northwest Harris 
County. All of the programs are focused 
on meeting people’s needs and fam-
ily stabilization through food, shelter, 
education, transportation and primary 
health care.

“Surprisingly, we have a number of 
families that are on the brink of home-
lessness,” Little said. “Many are living in 
their cars.”

About half of NAM’s $10.3 million 
budget for this year goes toward help-
ing families in crisis. That includes 
Emergency Basic Needs, a program that 
provides food, shelter, utilities, clothing, 
transportation and prescription medica-
tion to needy families. 

That portion of the budget also pro-
vides for Assistance–Housing Services, 

the Joanne Watford Nutrition Center 
and Interfaith Hospitality Network, a 
partnership with other congregations to 
provide help to homeless families. 

NAM recently partnered with Harris 
County Housing Authority to provide 
100 vouchers to 100 families with home-
less children, Little said. 

The goal is for the families to become 
independent and not need the voucher 
over time.

“Our goal is 30 days [for the families] to 
get back on their feet, but it is between 30 
to 60 right now,” she said. “The housing 
authority has committed to a second year.”

Another NAM program, the Children’s 
Clinic located in NAM’s headquarters, 
has functioned for more than 20 years. A 
partnership with the University of Texas 
Health Science Center at Houston, the 
clinic receives about 45 visits each day, 
Clinic Director Erin Broussard said. 

Broussard said UT Health provides 
a medical director and advanced prac-
tice nurse practitioner, and the school 
receives a teaching site for medical stu-
dents and rotations for interns in pediat-
rics. She said the clinic is a medical home 
model, meaning it provides primary care 
accessible to all children. 

“We were a medical home model 
before it became cool,” she said.

Broussard said some clients were 
afraid to advance in their careers after 
the passage of the Affordable Care Act 
for fear of not being able to use private 
insurance to receive treatment at the 
clinic, Broussard said. 

However, NAM now accepts private 
insurance, she said.

The clinic also hopes to offer a home 
visit program in the future so families 
with other needs can be helped outside 
the clinic, Broussard said. 

In addition to those programs, NAM 
holds fundraisers and drives through-
out the year. The Jeans and Jewels Gala 
last October raised more than $780,000, 
Little said.

NAM’s Survival Over Summer food 
pantry drive in the spring raised more 
than $100,000 between food and cash 
donations. 

“Now we are pushing for back-to-
school [needs], looking to raise about 
$30,000 to purchase school supplies and 
vouchers for uniforms and shoes,” she 
said. 

Northwest Assistance 
Ministries
Longtime nonprofit aids local needy families 

NONPROFIT

NAM

                            Kuykendahl Rd.

1960

Northwest Assistance Ministries
15555 Kuykendahl Road
Spring • 281-885-4555
www.namonline.org

NAM’s Children’s Clinic has operated for more than 20 years and receives about 45 visits per day. 
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By Christine Hall

NAM’s programs benefited

138,000 people
in the last fiscal year.

people.
27,600The Emergency 

Basic Needs 
program served

118,000 

736
meals to

people.

The Meals  
on Wheels  

program provided  
more than

Serving the community in 2013Volunteer information
 
Northwest Assistance Ministries 
relies on volunteers for a multitude 
of tasks ranging from delivering hot 
meals to entering information into 
computer databases. NAM requires 
potential volunteers to attend a 
volunteer orientation, led by a volunteer 
coordinator on the first Wednesday and 
third Thursday of every month at 10 a.m. 

Following orientation, participants select 
their areas of interest and must consent 
to a background check before they can 
be approved to volunteer. The class 
meets in the second floor conference 
room at NAM’s main building at 15555 
Kuykendahl in North Houston.  

Contact the volunteer coordinator at  
281-885-4609 for more information.

600-700
children

million
budget$1.2

The Children’s 
Clinic has a 

and serves

per month.

5000 Cypresswood Dr., Spring, TX  •  281-668-4131  •  www.WoodGlenCourt.com 
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N ext April will mark the 100th 
anniversary of one of the dark-
est days in Old Town Spring’s 

history: the shooting of Precinct 7 Con-
stable W. Clinton Harless. 

During the evening hours of April 14, 
1915,  Harless was strolling the streets 
of Old Town Spring serving an arrest 
warrant for Louis Utley, a suspect on the 
run who was accused of a burglary in 
Montgomery County. 

Hoping to evade law enforcement, 
Utley sought asylum in a relative’s home 
in Spring. 

After Harless served Utley’s warrant, 
the alleged burglar requested time to grab 
some effects inside the home for the trek 
back to the Montgomery County Jail, 
according to the History of Constables 
page on the Harris County Precinct 4 
Constable’s website. 

However, Utley took advantage of the 
situation, found a rifle and fired a shot at 
Harless, who was struck on the left side of 
his neck. The bullet severely damaged one 
of his vertebra and was left lodged on the 
opposite side of his neck.  

“Harless’ story is one more example 
of violence and disregard for life that 
was occurring in Old [Town] Spring,” 
said Margaret Mallot Smith, author of 
“Spring Through the Seasons: Stories of 
a Texas Town.” “Gentility was largely an 
unknown practice. These were latter-day 
frontier men and women who sustained 
and maintained themselves no matter 
what. They had migrated from Ger-
many or rode the rails or worked in the 
sawmills.”

Harless was reportedly the largest 
peace officer in the state, weighing 350 
pounds and towering at 6 feet 6 inches 
tall, according to “Spring Through the 
Seasons.” He was not only a constable 
but also a Harris County Sheriff’s Office 
deputy. 

Following the shooting, the towering 
lawman was loaded on a train to Houston 
for treatment of his wounds, according to 
the book. An ambulance took him from 
the train station to the Baptist Sani-
tarium—now Hermann Hospital in the 
Texas Medical Center—where he died at 
2:45 p.m. on April 15. 

Harless was laid to rest April 18 at 
Budde Cemetery in Spring where he 
remains to this day. 

“The Harless tragedy shows the 
advancements in medical treatment and 
procedures that have occurred in 100 
years,” Smith said. “Today, surgery and 
life-sustaining practices would have put 
aside such a dire prediction of death.”

Utley successfully evaded arrest fol-
lowing the shooting. However, minutes 
before Harless’ train was due to arrive, 
Utley’s physical description was delivered 
to Special Officer O. B. Bobo in Houston. 

Bobo said he saw a man fitting Utley’s 
description jump off the very train on 
which Harless was delivered. Bobo fired 
shots at the jumper but failed to catch 
the suspect. 

Smith said Utley claimed he was never 
on the train. Instead, he said he traveled 
north toward Conroe and on to Shepard. 
Utley was eventually caught in Livingston 
after a $100 reward was offered for his 
capture. 

Utley was tried, convicted and hanged 
for the murder on Feb. 1, 1916. 

Century-old shooting tells tale of Wild 
West lifestyle in Old Town Spring

HISTORY

Precinct 7 Constable W. Clinton Harless was shot and 
killed in Old Town Spring on April 14, 1915. 
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By Jay Jordan

in Gleannloch Farms
PIN OAK OFFICE VILLAGE 

in Gleannloch Farms

LOCATED AT THE CORNER OF 
CHAMPIONS FOREST DRIVE AND EASTLOCH DRIVE

BUILDING SIZES AVAILABLE NOW: 
1,248SF, 1,488SF, AND 1,872SF

AN OFFICE PARK IN A PARK LIKE 
SETTING THAT’S CLOSE TO HOME!
AN OFFICE PARK IN A PARK LIKE 

SETTING THAT’S CLOSE TO HOME!

CALL PHIL BAKER AT 281-732-3086 TODAY!

Autism Services and Behavior Therapy

The Shape Of Behavior
17810 Spring Creek Forest Dr • Spring, TX 77379

Ph# 832.358.2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

 Communication  Socialization  Self-Help Skills  Academics and Behavior Problems

FREE 
Shape it Trainings 

Trainings focused on ABA*
and behavior intervention strategies

*ABA Therapy Clinic and we have been 
in business since 2000. 

Internal Medicine Practitioner 
                        Right in Your Neighborhood!

DR. GISELE JONES

Dr. Jones is excited about the opportunity to provide 
for your health care needs from high blood pressure 

to diabetes, and from routine annual exams to 
complex internal medical conditions.

Internal Medicine Associates

Call our office today and schedule an appointment
832-604-3626

or book online at cyfairinternalmed.com
11307 FM1960 WEST, SUITE 310, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77065
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Vintage
Continued from | 1

THE VINTAGE
Running out of room in The Vintage has seen rapid development in the decade 

since V&W Partners bought 630 acres from Hewlett-
Packard in 2004 and 2005. The mixed-use development 
has less than 50 acres left for new development. 
Meanwhile, few retail spaces are available for lease as 
a variety of large and small, independently-owned busi-
nesses have moved to the area in the last two years. 
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Vintage Preserve Parkway

Louetta Road

Cutten Road

Star College–University Park’s enroll-
ment on the rise across from Hwy. 249, 
the whole region is experiencing growth, 
Amezquita said. 

“You’ve got good household incomes 
and a lot of rooftops in the area,” she said. 
“It’s a dense market. And you’re seeing a 

lot of companies move their headquarters 
out here.”

Residential, medical additions
Progress in The Vintage is not limited to 

retail as several residential developments 
are nearing completion as well.

Vintage Lakes, developed by Kick-
erillo and Toll Brothers, has only about a 
dozen homes remaining in the 150-home 
subdivision, Kilkenny said. The Mischer 

executive vice president said there are also 
five existing multifamily developments 
within The Vintage housing as many as 
1,500-2,000 apartments that are com-
pleted or nearing completion.

Laura Hsu, marketing manager for 
Sueba USA, said Sueba owns and man-
ages both the San Cierra and San Antigua 
properties and used to manage the Vin-
tage Park complex. The three complexes—
constructed from 2005–11—house a com-
bined 963 units and were leased quickly. 

Both San Cierra and San Antigua are 99 
percent leased, she said. 

“Close proximity to shopping, dining, 

entertainment, medical facilities and edu-
cation establishments have been helpful in 
marketing to make our property attractive 
to residents through convenience of loca-
tion,” Hsu said. 

The Vintage has also seen an influx of 
medical facilities in the last decade. In 
addition to the Kelsey Seybold Clinic, the 
CHI St. Luke’s Hospital in The Vintage 
has served the region since opening in 
December 2010. 

The 212,000-square-foot hospital has 
seen significant growth in patient volumes 
since opening, according to CHI St. Luke’s 
officials. 

Retail and restaurants
1. Shops at The Vintage
2. The Vintage Center
3. Read King properties, including Vintage Marketplace
4. Vintage Market, including H-E-B
5. Vintage Park shopping center
6. Black Walnut Café 

Residential 
7. Vintage Lakes 
8. Vintage Park apartments 
9. Vintage Royale

10. The Solana at The Vintage
11. The Retreat at Vintage Park 
12. San Cierra apartments 
13. San Antigua apartments
14. Site of future Sueba USA apartments 
15. Site of future retirement community
16. Vintage Di Vita

Medical 
17. Louetta Professional Plaza
18. U.S. Memory Care 
19. Kelsey-Seybold Clinic 
20. Reliant Rehabilitation Hospital
21. CHI St. Luke’s Hospital at The Vintage 

Other 
22. Compass Bank
23. Vintage Car Wash
24. Land owned by Hewlett-Packard
25. Land sold for future Hyatt Place Hotel
26. Element Hotel
27. Available space for development 
28. Nature preserve and possible future Harris County park

KEY

249

Source:  V&W Partners 

MEN’S BUSINESS & CASUAL WEAR

130 Vintage Blvd, Suite 130-D, 
Houston, TX 77070

Located in Vintage park Next to 
Haddad Jewlers and diagonal from 

Alamo Drafthouse

(832) 559-3535
www.theivyleaguemensshop.com

GRAND OPENING
VINTAGE PARK

BE THE MAN YOU WANT TO BE AT

$5OFF ANY PURCHASE 
OF $25 OR MORE

Not valid with any other offer. Must 
present coupon. Expires 9-10-14.

17
18

6
10

22
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Strict guidelines
When V&W Partners purchased the 630 

acres from HP in 2004 and 2005, Kilkenny  
said the property already had some 
restricted covenants, but Mischer and Kick-
erillo wanted to go a step further. 

The partners looked at master-planned 
communities like The Woodlands and First 
Colony to establish design guidelines for 
everything from building materials and 
design to parking, lighting and landscap-
ing. An architectural review board was also 
established, composed of individuals from 
Mischer, Kickerillo and outside consultant 
McCauley Architectural Reviews.  

“It provides a better value in the commu-
nity but also a better value for those invest-
ing in the project and for those living there 
too,” Kilkenny said. 

However, property managers said the 
guidelines have helped attract tenants 
rather than making development more of a 
challenge. Amezquita said the architectural 
review board encourages uniformity and 

quality among developments within The 
Vintage. 

“We like [guidelines] because it gives us 
an opportunity to meet a standard,” she 
said. “Whole Foods liked that because we 
[had] to build a particular product.”

Harris County Precinct 4 Communica-
tions Director Mark Seegers said he believes 
the standards have helped retain the appeal 
of the community. 

“[The Vintage is] absolutely not only the 
type of mixed-use development that people 
want to move to, but they offer the mix of 
the retail with pleasant surroundings and 
green space as a destination for people to go 
to, “ Seegers said. 

Increased congestion
The continued development of The Vin-

tage has brought more cars to the nearby 
roadways. Although Harris County has not 
performed traffic counts for Louetta Road 
for a few years, 2011 traffic counts from 
Read King showed that Louetta Road saw 

as many as 34,000 cars around Cutten Road 
in a 24-hour period. 

“[Traffic] just comes with success, I 
guess,” Kilkenny said. “We’ve worked with 
TxDOT and Harris County on some of the 
traffic concerns.” 

Kilkenny said the nearby Grand Park-
way—which will see segments F1, F2 and 
G completed by the end of 2015—and the 
Hwy. 249 tollway expansion should allevi-
ate some of the congestion on the Hwy. 249 
main lanes.  

Although Seegers said there are no plans 
for construction at Louetta Road near The 
Vintage, the Hwy. 249 expansion will give 
motorists more options when passing 
through while alleviating the backup along 
Hwy. 249 for nearby residents when the 
project is completed in a couple of years. 

“The backup that naturally occurs there, 
especially in the afternoon, that’s going 
to be so much better,” Seegers said. “They 
should see an ease in congestion.”

Barbara Thomason, president of the 

Houston Northwest Chamber of Com-
merce, said the reimagined bus service plan 
being considered by the Metropolitan Tran-
sit Authority of Harris County could help 
congestion in The Vintage as some of the 
proposed routes circle the development. 

The plan could be implemented next June 
if approved by the METRO board this year. 

Although Thomason said traffic has 
increased in the area with the rapid uptick 
of new projects, the majority of the commu-
nity supports development in The Vintage. 

“I think there are folks who will always 
bemoan the development and growth, 
because they liked it the way it was,” Thom-
ason said. “But the preponderance of the 
community is that they’re pumped with 
what’s going on and all the [new] amenities 
in the area.”

VINTAGE PARK 

KEY

VINTAGE MARKETPLACE
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Louetta Road

1. Another Broken Egg 
2. Lulla Blue 
3. Salon Boutique 
4. Allô French Rotisserie 
5. Kahanu Yoga 
6. GNC 

7. Donafe’s Café 
8. Fuzzy Peach
9. Facón Brazilian Steakhouse 
10. Barcelona Restaurant 
11. B. de Vine Interior Design
12. Fuzzy’s Taco Shop 

13. Potter’s Wheel 
14. Anytime Fitness 
15. VERTS 
16. Eternity Nails 
17. Kriser’s 
18. Whole Foods Market 

19. Jersey Mike’s 
20. Lovett Dental 
21. Nothing Bundt Cakes
22. Hand & Stone Massage
23. The Ivy League 
24. Mo’s Irish Grill 

25. Luxury Shirt Company
26. Vein Clinics of America 
27. MOD Pizza
28. Supercuts 
29. Torchy’s Tacos

Coming soon Existing businessRecently opened Available space
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Sources:  Dunhill Partners, Read King

                   249

                 LOUETTA RD.

VINTAGE PARK BLVD.

HEB
SBUX

HEB

An unexpected take on  F� nch Fa�  in your neighborhood

126-B Vintage Park Blvd.
832.843.7422

LOCATED IN VINTAGE PARK

R O T I S S E R I E  M E AT S  •  F U L L  B A R  F E AT U R I N G  W I N E S  O N  TA P  •  P R I VAT E  D I N I N G  •  M E E T I N G  R O O M S  •  O P E N  K I T C H E N  •  PAT I O  •  S E G A F R E D O  C O F F E E 

1/2 PRICE CARAFES OF PRIVATE LABEL TAP WINES EVERY THURSDAY STARTING AT 4 P.M.
EXP. SEPTEMBER 10, 2014. MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER SPECIAL OFFER.

What recent development in The Vintage are you most likely 
to take advantage of? 

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/skl-poll
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If you or a loved one is having problems with wisdom teeth, it might be time to take action.          
A board-certified oral surgeon is the most qualified dental professional to perform a safe and 
secure removal procedure.  

Before you schedule your surgery, ask the following questions: 
• Have I been referred to a board-certified oral surgeon? 
• Is my oral surgeon practicing in a office licensed and certified to provide IV 

anesthesia—in other words, is it safe?
• If I have complications or questions, will I have access to my oral surgeon?

Make sure you can answer "yes" to these questions and choose Northwest Oral & Maxillofacial 
Surgery. Anything else would just be unwise. Be wise about your wisdom teeth and visit 
www.texasoralsurgery.com.

Impacted • Misaligned • Bacteria  
Partially Erupted • Decay 
Solve your problem by visiting Northwest Oral Surgery

texasoralsurgery.com

WHY ARE THEY CALLED

WISDOM TEETH?
Wisdom teeth can sometimes be uncomfortable and anything but wise. 

Fun•Fair•Positive
Soccer

Making Youth Sports FUN Again!

FALL SOCCER SIGN UPFALL SOCCER SIGN UP

• No Travel: All games played locally-22 locations
• One practice per week
• All 8 Games on Saturday beginning Oct. 11

For more info or to sign up go to www.FFPS.org 
or call 800.828.7529 (PLAY)

Save $5  Sign Up by September 3.

Full Uniform &
Trophy to All!

Girls & Boys:
4-18 years old 

DAVIS
Holdings

DAVIS HOLDINGS
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

LANCE DAVIS
LANCEDAVIS@DAVISHOLDINGSLP.COM

PHONE: 713-659-3131 FAX: 713-659-8070

NOW PRE-LEASING FOR OCTOBER 2014! 
COMING SOON: RETAIL, RESTAURANT SHOPPING CENTER PLUS PAD SITE
LOCATION: SWC OF INTERSTATE 45 & FM 1488
THE WOODLANDS, TEXAS
SPACES AVAILABLE: 2,000 SF–15,000 SF

BUILDING: 41,000 SF
CALL FOR RATES

RETAIL CENTER LOCATED JUST NORTH OF THE WOODLANDS WITH 
EXCELLENT FREEWAY VISIBILITY.

DAVIS
Holdings

    FM 1488

 
 

 
I-45
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Spring ISD
The SISD approved operating budget 

for 2014-15 is $361.4 million, an 8 percent 
increase over last year. With a rise in the 
district’s overall appraised value to the tune 
of $1.1 billion, the 2014–15 proposed prop-
erty tax rate is expected to decrease 3 cents 
to $1.54 per $100 valuation. 

The tax rate is expected to be finalized in 
September once certified tax rolls are col-
lected from the Harris County Appraisal 
District. SISD Chief Financial Officer 
Christine Porter said a homeowner with 
a home appraised at $200,000 would save 
$60 with the new rate. 

 “I’d say between $30 and $60 would be a 
typical savings for homeowners, and if you 
get into commercial [properties], they have 
a lot higher value,” Porter said.

Despite rising operating budgets in 
recent years, SISD’s enrollment has held 
relatively steady with a 1 percent increase 
expected in 2014-15, Porter said. 

“About six or seven years ago, we were 
[at] 4 percent or 5 percent [annual enroll-
ment growth], but we haven’t had those 
numbers in several years,” Porter said. “A 
couple of schools need one or two portable 
buildings but not too many.”

SISD Communications Director Karen 
Garrison said an estimated 100 new 
employees will be added for 2014–15, 

including 14 new teachers, while all staff 
will receive raises.  

The starting salary of a teacher with no 
prior experience will increase to $48,500. 
Teachers with one or more years of experi-
ence will take home an average raise of 6 
percent at the control point of the salary, or 
a point between the minimum and maxi-
mum salary offered by the district. 

All nonteaching staff will see a salary 
boost of 5 percent across the board. 

“It’s our most significant raise given to 
teachers in recent years, so we believe this 
increase will help us attract high quality 
teachers and support staff,” Porter said.

In an effort to increase security measures, 
SISD is staffing 20 new crossing guards 
and seven police officers in 2014–15, Por-
ter said. An estimated $4.9 million will be 
devoted to security services, a $300,000 
increase from last year.

The murder of student Joshua Brous-
sard at Spring High School last September 
prompted the district to begin planning 
ways to step up security efforts, SISD board 
members said at a June 10 meeting.  

“For sure, the crossing guards I think 
will help the community feel a little 
safer,” Porter said. “It’s hard sometimes to 
expect kids to be aware of all their sur-
roundings, so that way they’ve got some 
adults to help while they’re walking. The 
police officers will ensure the schools 
have the support they need districtwide.” 

Klein ISD
KISD expects to increase its overall oper-

ating budget to $475.9 million—a 6.8 per-
cent increase over 2013–14. 

With a projected $1.7 billion increase in 
the district’s appraised value, the 2014–15 
proposed property tax rate is expected to 
decrease 4 cents from last year’s rate to 
about $1.39 per $100 assessment. 

KISD Chief Financial Officer Thomas 
Petrek attributes the district’s lower prop-
erty tax rate to a significant increase in new 
construction and reappraisals of properties 
in the area.

“We do have a surge this year because 
of all the development; our values are 
expected to increase over 12 percent,” 
Petrek said. “With the ExxonMobil com-
plex and with the oil and gas industry in 
general, there’s other entities coming into 
the area and people are moving to Klein 
and bringing their kids with them.”

Petrek said a homeowner with a $200,000 
home will save about $67 in property taxes 
from 2014-15 if the rate is approved by the 
board of trustees in October after receiving 
the certified tax rolls from the HCAD. 

“It’s almost like if you had a mortgage on 
your home and all [of a] sudden you got 
some extra money in your budget and you 
could apply that to the principal on your 
mortgage if you wanted to,” Petrek said. 
“Well in our case, we’re not going to apply 
it to additional principal, we’re just going to 

lower the [tax] rate and collect less money 
because we’ve got more [property] value.”

KISD anticipates a 4 percent enrollment 
increase to 49,700 students in 2014–15, 
Petrek said. Robert Robertson, associate 
superintendent for facility and school ser-
vices, said 12 new transportable buildings 
will be installed, and 11 will be relocated 
from other schools within the district to 
support the anticipated enrollment growth.

Petrek said KISD plans to add an esti-
mated 188 new positions this upcoming 
school year. He said the increased staffing 
will help accommodate projected enroll-
ment growth and is not in preparation of 
the district’s 2015 bond referendum. 

“Additions [will be] systemwide across all 
campuses, but some campuses will receive 
more than others because their enrollment 
went up more than the others,” Petrek said.

At a July 14 meeting, the KISD board of 
trustees approved a 5 percent raise for all 
employees at the control point of the salary, 
Petrek said. In addition, the starting salary 
of a teacher with no prior experience will 
increase to $50,000 for 2014–15.

“We like to be competitive with the start-
ing salaries,” Petrek said. “It’s been very 
well-received in our district when we give 
an across-the-board pay increase to all staff 
based upon their control point.”

ISD budgets
Continued from | 1

For more information visit impactnews.com

Spring ISD Klein ISD
budget

Property tax rate Property tax rate

Estimated Estimated

budget

General fund: $356.7 million

Debt service: $67.2 million

Food service: $21.8million

* The board of trustees will vote on whether  
   to approve the budget on Aug. 25. 

** The school boards will vote on proposed tax rates after re-
ceiving certified tax rolls from Harris County Appraisal District . 

Bi
lli

on
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lli
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2011–12 2012–13 2013–14 2014–15

General fund: $261.6 million

Debt service: $51.3 million

Child nutrition: $21.8 million

$385.9 million

$66.9 million

$23.1 million

$287.2 million

$49.7 million

$24.5 million

*Proposed 2014-15

$475.9
million

Approved 2014–15

$361.4
million

Amended 2013–14

$445.7
million

Amended 2013–14

$334.7
million

8%
Increase

$1.54 $1.39

$15.6

$1.57 $1.43
$20
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$2
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$1.44 $1.43

6.8%
Increase

per $100 valuation** per $100 valuation**

appraised taxable value

100
Total new 
positions
approved

188
Total new 
positions
approved

14 new 
teachers 102 new 

teachers86
Administrative, 

security  
and staff

86
Administrative, 

security  
and staff

appraised taxable value

2014–15 2014–15

2014–15

2012–13 2011–12 2012–13 2013–14

$1.57
2011–12

$1.57
2013–14

Budget Breakdown

billion
$8.5
2014–15

billion

$12.7 $13 $13.9
$15.6

2014–152013–142012–132011–12

$8.5
$7.4$7.1$7.2

Proposed staff changes Proposed staff changes

5%
Non-

teaching
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in salary
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6%
Teachers 
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in salary
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5% 5%
Non-

teaching
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Teachers 
received

in salary in salary
increase increase

Sources: Klein and Spring ISDs
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Leander

Cedar Park

Georgetown

Round Rock

Pflugerville

Northwest Austin

Central Austin
Westlake

Lake Travis

Southwest Austin

Buda

Kyle

San Marcos

Hutto

Katy

Sugar Land

Missouri City

Magnolia

The Woodlands

Colleyville

Southlake

Westlake

Grapevine

Frisco

Neighborhood data provided by 
Michael D. Gonzalez

RE/MAX Evolve
281-907-6339

www.myagent21.com

REAL ESTATE

The Bridgestone community of Spring 
includes Bridgestone, Bridgestone Ranch 
and Bridgestone Lakes subdivisions with 
approximately 2,000 homes. The community 
offers a recreation area with a playground, 
pool, tennis courts, gazebo and meeting room.  
Large oak trees enhance this community to 
help create a nature-inspired environment.  

This community, located off of FM 2920 near 
Rhodes Road, offers access to many retailers, 
restaurants and businesses. 

Bridgestone 

22222 Bridgestone Oak Drive  $350,000

4-5 Bedroom / 3 Full & 1 Half Bath 3,883 sq. ft.
Agent: Jane NgaDung Nguyen  
Alpha Realtors   281-933-6999

21419 Oak Bridge Lane  $159,900

4 Bedroom / 2 Full & 1 Half Bath 1,998 sq. ft.
Agent: Kevin Reynolds    
RE/MAX Integrity   281-370-5100

22110 Pacific Ocean Drive $221,500

4 Bedroom / 3 Full & 1 Half Bath 2,866 sq. ft.
Agent: Gabriel Perez   
RE/MAX Vintage   281-376-9900

22215 Bridgestone Oak Drive $279,900

5 Bedroom / 3 Full & 1 Half Bath 4,244 sq. ft.
Agent: Aamir Siddiqui   
Burki Realty Group   713-781-9900

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 07/31/14

Build-out year: 1980

Square footage: 1,642–4,300

Home values: $133,000–$350,000

HOA dues (estimated): $250 annually 

Amenities: Pool, park,tennis court, gazebo

Property taxes (in dollars):

Harris Co.  0.4146 
Harris Co. Dept. Educ.  0.0064 
Harris Co. ESD. 16  0.0809 
Harris Co. Flood Control  0.0283 
Harris Co. Hospital  0.1700 
Harris Co. MUD 367  0.7500 
Klein ISD  1.4300  
Harris Co. EMSD 11  0.0475 
Lone Star College  0.1160 
Port of Houston  0.0172 

Total (per $100 value) 3.0609
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Homes on 
the market*

$2,979

Median annual 
property taxes

$143,000

Median 
home value

28

Average days 
on the market*

13

Homes under 
contract*

$75.90

Median price 
per square foot

Market Data On the market  (June 2014)
Number of homes for sale/ Average days on the market for last six months

Price Range 77066 77068 77069 77070 77379 77388 77389

$149,999 or under 25/60 1/42 2/94 11/35 13/14 14/29 5/25

$150,000–$199,999 28/59 10/42 12/41 26/40 38/34 50/36 3/19

$200,000–$299,999 9/30 10/64 21/26 20/33 84/43 51/38 25/60

$300,000–$399,999 — 7/60 14/37 5/55 66/47 11/29 38/55

$400,000–$499,999 2/12 2/91 6/81 1/71 35/61 5/92 19/65

$500,000–$599,999 — 4/81 4/62 1/39 11/51 1/43 16/66

$600,000–$799,999 — 5/108 5/78 4/73 19/68 3/48 33/68

$800,000–$999,999 — 2/30 3/53 1/79 4/29 1/106 21/71

$1 million + — 3/104 2/37 13/42 10/64 — 43/105

Monthly home sales
Number of homes sold/Average price

Price Range 77066 77068 77069 77070 77379 77388 77389

June 2014 32/$138,238 13/$253,269 27/$285,830 58/$188,602 131/$262,200 94/$195,875 89/$413,426

June 2013 21/$115,326 14/$168,800 47/$237,252 51/$185,813 172/$238,382 64/$184,676 60/$362,290

May 2014 35/$136,268 23/$269,413 30/$282,408 44/$196,620 143/$253,758 78/$206,758 74/$465,070

April 2014 21/$146,481 10/$197,500 28/$273,292 48/$197,883 122/$243,018 63/$193,008 72/$410,108

March 2014 24/$137,596 25/$168,874 15/$240,808 51/$196,862 126/$266,064 64/$203,124 80/$412,435

Feb. 2014 16/$98,974 13/$142,926 19/$219,310 30/$145,207 78/$219,544 42/$191,437 51/$335,878

Jan. 2014 15/$115,174 7/$399,128 10/$223,070 26/$150,998 65/$237,721 38/$176,343 39/$465,509

Dec. 2013 13/$133,536 19/$316,752 20/$242,611 33/$173,466 102/$252,671 85/$191,847 65/$384,731

Nov. 2013 23/$124,939 9/$164,661 17/$203,305 36/$158,208 90/$227,079 70/$180,620 51/$402,036

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

77379

77388

77389

77068
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CARE TO JOIN US? 
If you think you've got what it 

takes to join this energetic 
and vibrant work atmosphere, 

email Michael Gonzalez at: 
michaelgonzalez@remax.net.

Evolve

20551 I-45 N Suite E | Spring, Texas 77388 | 281-907-6339 | michaelgonzalez21@gmail.com | www.MyAgent21.com

RE/MAX Evolve welcomes 
Siliana Gueorguiev!
We look forward to Siliana’s 

growth and success as she adds 
commitment, dedication, and 
character to the Evolve team.

27310 Blue Cedar Spring
Benders Landing Estates $629,900

Thinking about selling your home? Inventory is low & the 
market is HOT! Call us today for your free market analysis.
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print



Our story is your story } and it’s not science fiction

710 Cypress Creek Parkway | 281-440-1000 | hnmc.com

{Smaller incisions. Less pain. Faster recovery}

45

FM 1960

FM 1960

Cali Dr.

Our physicians use some of the latest in surgical and robotics  

technologies beneficial for performing both routine and complex 

surgery. Featuring a magnified 3D high-definition vision system and 

tiny wristed instruments, surgeons are able to operate with enhanced 

vision, precision and dexterity while maintaining 100% control. 

We’re taking surgery beyond the limits of the human hand. And it’s 

not science fiction. Visit us at www.hnmc.com to learn more.

Houston Northwest Medical Center is invested in by physicians.
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