
SPRING | KLEIN  EDITION Volume 1, Issue 4 | July 10–Aug. 13, 2014

Online-exclusive news
impactnews.com

Regularly updated coupons
impactdeals.com

Find us on Facebook
impactnews.com/skl-facebook

Follow us on Twitter
@impactnews_skl

College system continues to grow 
after 2013’s failed bond election

Lone Star College System to decide on 
November bond referendum by August

System sets framework for future of transit 

METRO’s proposed plan 
could alter area routes

By Matt Stephens
Transit service throughout 

Harris County could see a much-
needed facelift next June if the 
Metropolitan Transit Authority 
of Harris County approves its 
draft plan in September. The rei-
magined system would use exist-
ing resources to make changes 
that could affect routes in the 
Spring area. 

“Personally I’m a bus rider,” 
METRO board member Christof 
Spieler said. “I ride the bus a lot, 
and I depend on METRO’s bus 
system for our daily commute. I 
know that Houston has changed 
a lot, and our system hasn’t 
changed a lot to adjust to that.”

METRO has created a new 
plan from scratch that could 
increase ridership, cut wait 
times, provide more non-peak 
service and improve connec-
tivity to employment centers 
throughout the Greater Houston 
area, including along FM 1960 in 

Spring. METRO has also begun 
conversations with Springwoods 
Village developer, Coventry 
Development, regarding transit 
expansion to that community in 
the future.  

An outdated plan
Using the data gathered from 

METRO’s 2011 Long Range Plan, 
the METRO board of directors 
began discussions with stake-
holders last year regarding possi-
ble changes to the system, Spieler 
said. 

The evolution of rail in Hous-
ton was a significant factor in the 
need for a new system, Spieler 
said, with one new rail route 
built last year and two more on 
the way in 2014. 

“[The new system won’t] 
have to run buses parallel to the 
tracks,” he said. “And that allows 
us to take bus service hours and 
shift them elsewhere. Those rail 
lines provide convenient links 

By Matt Stephens
More than a year after the Lone Star Col-

lege System’s nearly $500 million bond 
package failed to receive voter approval, the 
community college system may try to gather 
community support for another bond refer-
endum in November. 

Ray Laughter, vice chancellor for external 
affairs for LSCS, said the college and board of 
trustees are thoroughly examining the repairs 
and renovations required at its campuses as 
well as what has changed since a master plan 
was devised for the 2013 bond referendum. 

“We’re aggressively going through our 
facility planning update,” Laughter said. “I 
would expect we would do some deeper 

investigation over the next 30 days or so. And 
our board will have to make a decision by 
August.”

Enrollment growth 
LSCS experienced 58 percent enrollment 

growth in the five years prior to the 2013 
election. However, LSCS continues to see 
system-wide growth, Laughter said. 

“We had a couple of semesters where we 
were fairly flat, but we’re clearly growing 
again,” Laughter said. “I don’t think we’re 
going to slow down and more people keep 
moving here.” 

Perhaps no campus is growing faster than 
LSC-University Park, which saw 33 percent 
enrollment growth from 2012-13, another 23 
percent growth from 2013-14 and anticipates 
another 25 percent growth in the upcoming 

into downtown, which allows 
many of our bus routes to be 
crosstown routes which go else-
where.” 

Spieler said while METRO’s 
bus system serves downtown 
well, it does a poor job of serving 
employment centers on the edge 
of the Greater Houston area. If 
approved, the new system would 
see many of the resources used 
for downtown routes shifted to 

the outer edges of the city to bet-
ter serve those areas. 

With a reallocation of 
resources, Spieler said METRO’s 
new-look system could also pro-
vide more midday, evening and 
weekend service. 

“That’s a reflection that really 
the world has changed,” he said. 
“There’s a lot of people who don’t 
work 9-5 jobs.” 
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Lone Star CollegeLone Star College
Enrollment Growth

LSCS saw a 58 percent  
increase in enrollment—
from 49,267 students to 
77,877 students—between 
2007 and 2012. 

LSCS estimates there will 
be 110,000 students by 2018. 
There are already 95,000 stu-
dents—counting non credit 
and continuing education 
courses. 

Despite the failure of the 2013 bond referendum 
last May, student enrollment has grown each 
semester in 2014 year over year.

58%
Increase

Estimated 2018 student enrollment

95 110
Thousand

2014 2018

Thousand

3% 7%
spring
growth

summer growth est. fall growth
11%

Enrollment growth 2013-14

Spring | Klein Edition • July 2014

NEWS  11NEWS  11

Spring | Klein Edition • July 2014

FOCUS

ON THE RISE  Community College  Tuition & Fees
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Public University  Tuition and Fees 

Despite increases at local colleges, tuition 

remains below the state average, which rose 

27 percent since 2009. Rates are for in-district 

students enrolled in 12 semester credit hours. 

Since the Texas Legislature deregulated tuition 

at public universities in 2003, the average cost 

of tuition rose 90 percent. Rates listed are for 

students enrolled in 15 semester credit hours.
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Tuition rates on the rise for local, statewide colleges

By Matt Stephens Tuition continues to increase for colleges 
and universities statewide as enrollment 
grows at higher education institutions 
across Texas. However, colleges are trying 
to find a balance between tuition costs and 
quality of education to avoid tuition rates 
students can no longer afford to pay. 

“Our purpose is to serve our students, 
and if we price ourselves out of that 
range, we’ve defeated that purpose,” said 
Cindy Gilliam, vice chancellor of admin-
istration and finance for the Lone Star 
College System. Although tuition and fees at LSCS have 

increased 41 percent since 2009, rates are 
nearly $100 less for students enrolled in 12 
semester credit hours than the state average 
for community colleges, according to the 
Texas Association of Community Colleges. 

The vast majority of the LSCS’s tuition 
spike came during the economic recession, 
Gilliam said. Before that, she said the col-
lege would typically keep tuition flat dur-
ing years of legislative sessions and then 
increase rates about $2 per credit hour 
in off years once the college learned how 
much state funding it would receive. 

Gilliam said an increasing tax base 
helps LSCS keep its rates low as tuition 
and property tax revenue each account for 
about 37-38 percent of the school’s total 
revenue. The remaining 24 percent comes 
from state funding. “Our property values per full time 

equivalent student are higher than the 
average community colleges,” she said. 
“We have a good tax base and it grows 
most every year, some even during the eco-
nomic crash. So we rely on that additional 
revenue without raising the tax rate.”

Tuition rates at community colleges are 
still substantially less than public universi-
ties. Gilliam said one class at LSC can cost 

a fifth of the cost of the same class at the 
University of Texas. 

Deregulation of universities 
David Gardner, deputy commissioner 

of the Texas Higher Education Coordinat-
ing Board, said tuition has increased at 
public universities about 90 percent since 
the Texas Legislature voted to deregulate 
tuition in 2003. According to the House 
Research Organization, supporters of the 
legislation—HB 3105—believed tuition 
deregulation would provide universities 
flexibility to respond to state funding cuts.

Gardner said several factors have 
contributed to the increase, including 
competition for faculty with other states, 
maintenance of facilities and improved 
student services.  “I think that the most significant factor 

is just having to find a way to provide the 
students the services they need,” Gardner 
said.  “We’ve moved into an era where it’s 
not just students walking into a classroom 
and walking out.”Texas colleges are still less expensive 

than their counterparts in many states, 
Gardner said. However, while Texas 
ranks 22nd in average tuition at four-
year public universities, according to 
THECB, the state ranked 27th in median 
household family income from 2010-12, 
according to the U.S. Census Bureau.

Jolyn Brand, founder of Houston-based 
Brand College Consulting, said financial 
aid programs are not keeping up with the 
rise of tuition costs. Brand said students 
from low-income families can face as 
much as $14,000 in tuition costs each year 
after the financial aid provided by federal 
Pell Grants are applied to a student’s bill. 

“The Pell Grant hasn’t increased nearly 
as much as the rate of tuition,” Brand said. 
“Even for really low-income families, the 

maximum Pell Grant is $6,000 a year. 
That’s not nearly enough to pay for tuition, 
much less room and board.”With students having to decide between 

taking out loans to pay for the remain-
der of their education, she sees more and 
more students opt for community college 
the first two years before transferring to 
a four-year university, a path in which 
students are less likely to graduate. 

 “We’re getting very close to an area 
where kids can’t afford it, and their parents 
can’t afford it,” Brand said. 

Legislation The state is trying to find new ways to 
make college more affordable, Gardner 
said. The Texas Legislature passed HB 29 
in the last legislative session, requiring 
higher education institutions other than 
public state colleges to offer four-year, 
fixed-rate tuition programs to entering 
undergraduate students. The University of Houston will imple-

ment its fixed rate tuition plan in the fall 
with the UH in 4 Initiative. Teri Longacre, 
vice provost and dean of undergraduate 
student success, said the plan will allow stu-
dents who take 25 percent of their degree’s 
required credit hours per year—usually 30 
credit hours—to pay a fixed tuition rate if 
they graduate within four years. 

Anticipating a tuition increase of 2.2 per-
cent per year, Longacre said the fixed rate 
plan could save students money over four 
years and encourage earlier graduation. 

“Each semester beyond four years is 
costing them additional tuition and hous-
ing costs and opportunity costs for not 
starting out in their career at that point,” 
she said. “Four years gets students into the 
job market faster or into graduate school 
faster. And the longer they stay in school, 
the less likely they are to finish.” 
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METRO has devised a new bus route system that could alter routes in the Spring 
area next June if it is approved by the METRO board of directors later this year. 
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THURSDAY, JULY 31      11:30 A.M.
Houston Methodist Willowbrook Hospital 
Houston Methodist Institute for Reconstructive Surgery
13300 Hargrave, Suite 450 • Houston, TX 77070

DISCOVER A NEW YOU 
PLASTIC SURGEON OPEN HOUSE

Join fellowship-trained plastic & reconstructive surgeon, 
Anthony Echo, MD for a FREE Open House Celebration  
in his new office. 

For more information or to make an 
appointment, call 281.737.4560 or visit 
houstonmethodist.org/willowbrook.

Anthony Echo, MD
Plastic Surgeon

Dr. Echo offers a high tech high touch approach to restoring form and function for a wide range 

of plastic surgery services including:

 •  breast restoration
 •  cosmetic surgery 
 •  body contour restoration

•  craniomaxillofacial reconstruction
•  lower extremity restoration

Refreshments • Door Prizes • Skin product samples 

hmwb_Echo_Living_CommImpact_ad.indd   1 6/23/2014   9:52:07 AM
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FROM THE EDITOR
Before moving to the 

Tomball area with my 
family when I was seven, 
we lived in Spring and I 
attended Klein schools. 
I have seen first hand 
how this community has 
evolved with increased 
commercial and residen-
tial development. 

The Metropolitan 
Transit Authority of Har-
ris County, or METRO, 

is one of many entities working to adapt to that growth. 
Changes in population density, employment centers and 
in regional transit trends have caused METRO to devise 
a new vision for its bus system that could make transit 
easier for bus riders in Spring/Klein next June. 

One of the fastest growing college systems in the 
nation, Lone Star College is also adapting to growth as 
it tries to find ways to fund renovations and facilities 

to meet the needs of its rising student population. The 
system’s bond referendum in 2013 failed to meet voter 
approval, but LSCS is considering another referendum 
in November to fund projects across the system. 

Despite significant enrollment growth, LSCS has con-
sistently maintained lower tuition costs than the state 
average. We address tuition increases at higher educa-
tion institutions across the state as part of our Higher 
Education Focus this month, starting on page 11. 

Much of the growth in Spring/Klein comes from 
larger national businesses and oil and gas giants—as 
we touch on this issue with the development in Spring-
woods Village’s CityPlace and a Close-Up on the new 
Whole Foods Market in Vintage Park. However, it is 
important to note that small businesses, such as Infinity 
Custom Furniture and Euro Bakery & Café, also fea-
tured, continue to thrive in this community as well. 
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What transit improvement would you 
most like to see in Spring/Klein?

  Better use of existing bus routes and resources

  Expansion of bus routes to more areas of Spring/Klein

  Additional park and rides in the area

  Expansion of rail to the area

  I don’t want additional transit in the area

  Other

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/skl-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

This month’s issue of Community Impact Newspaper examines 
the revisions to the bus service plan that are being considered 
by the Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County and the 
effects these changes could have on the community. 

In our June issue we reported on the rapid commercial 
development along FM 2920 and how it is affecting the 
Spring/Klein community. We asked readers how pleased 
they were with the rapid development. 

Turn on FOX 26 NEWS, download 
the MyFoxHouston app, and log 
on to www.myfoxhouston.com for 
more local news with IMPACT.

Are you happy about the rapid 
development along FM 2920? 
No, I don’t like the increased traffic congestion. 

  40.12% 
No, I don’t like the changing aesthetics of the community.

  20.36% 
Yes, it will increase retail and restaurant options.

  17.96%
Yes, it will bring more jobs to the community. 

  12.57%  

Yes, more money is being generated for local tax entities. 

  7.19%
Other 

  1.8% 
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 06/10/14–06/30/14
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9  Natural Pawz opened its Creekside 
location June 11 at 24230 Kuykendahl 
Road, Spring. The pet store offers natural 
food, toys and treats for dogs and cats. 
The store also offers grooming and a 
loyalty plan in which customers buying 
the same size and brand of food 10 times 
in a row receive an 11th bag free.  
832-698-2212. www.naturalpawz.com

10  Toque Hospitality Services launched 
in May at 6046 FM 2920, Ste. 639, Spring. 
The restaurant consulting and recruiting 
company helps struggling restaurants 
and entrepreneurs with start-ups, 
specializing in menu creation and hotel 
staffing. 979-595-4718.  
www.toquehospitalityservices.com

11  uScore Soccer opened in late April 
at 19823 Stuebner Airline Road, Spring. 
The athletics facility offers soccer 
summer camps and various types of 
soccer leagues, including 4v4, 6v6 and 
futsal. The organization has three indoor 
playing areas for soccer and futsal as well 
as outdoor soccer fields. 832-447-1230. 
www.uscore-soccer.com

12  VERTS opened May 10 at 15556 
Cutten Road, Ste. 500, Houston. The 
restaurant’s menu includes the signature, 
Berlin-inspired doner kebap, wraps 
or salad bowls. Customers can choose 
from beef, lamb, chicken or vegetarian 
options. 832-559-3766.  
www.vertskebap.com

13  Water Tree Spring opened March 
15 at 16300 Kuykendahl Road, Ste. 
150, Houston. Water Tree Spring sells 
alkaline antioxidant water refills, cases 
of water and household water products 
such as shower heads, under counter and 
countertop alkaline antioxidant systems, 
whole house systems and other related 
products. 832-296-4843.  
www.springwaterstore.com

Coming Soon

14  CHI St. Luke’s broke ground on its 
new 23-acre medical complex June 11 at 
the corner of Holzwarth Road and East 
Mossy Oaks Boulevard in Springwoods 
Village. Anticipating an opening by 
the end of 2015, the first phase of 
construction will feature outpatient 
ambulatory services, diagnostic 
imaging, emergency services and lab 
and pharmacy services as well as four 
operating rooms and two endoscopy 
suites. www.stlukestexas.com 

15  Austin-based restaurant chain 
Torchy’s Tacos has plans to open its 
fifth Greater Houston area location at 
10123 Louetta Road in mid-September. 
The restaurant offers a variety of beef, 
chicken, pork and shrimp tacos ranging 
from brushfire to baja shrimp.  
www.torchystacos.com 

Now Open

1  The Belvedere held its grand opening 
July 1 at 2323 East Mossy Oaks Road, 
Spring. The 339-unit apartment complex 
offers a variety of one-, two- and three-
bedroom floorplans as well as numerous 
amenities, including a social lounge, 24-
hour fitness club, training studio offering 
fitness classes, library, coffee bars, pool 
courtyard, hot tub, firepit and outdoor 
kitchen. Several apartments have already 
been leased in the completed portions 
of the complex, which should see all 
construction completed by the end of 
2014. 855-805-2323.  
www.belvedereatspringwoods.com 

2  Earthwise Pet Supply opened its 
first Texas store May 31 at 22454 Hwy. 
249, Houston. The store offers natural 
dog and cat food products as well as 
harnesses, supplies, treats and toys. 
Customers can also bring their pets in 
for grooming and a self-washing service 
where the store provides shampoo, a 
cleaning area and towels for pet owners 
to wash their pets. 281-251-0041.  
www.earthwisepet.com

3  Geared toward healthy eating, 
EatFitters opened in The Vintage June 
24 at 10850 Louetta Road, Ste. 300, 
Houston. The store offers prepackaged 
healthy meals with low calories and low 
carbs. Certified nutritionists are also 
on staff. Customers can get started with 
meal plans, which constantly rotate for 
variety. 281-826-0099.  
www.eatfitters.com

4  Flamin’ Stone Pizza & Pasta opened 
its doors June 6 at 8610 Louetta Road, 
Ste. 8, Spring. The Italian restaurant 
features pizza and pasta as well as wings, 
subs, calzones and more Italian fare. 
832-843-6201. 

5  Golfsmith opened its doors May 7 
at 5319 FM 1960 W., Ste. B, Houston. 
The golf superstore gives lessons and 
has its own proprietary brand with 
advanced gold technology. The store 
also offers custom fittings and other golf 
equipment. 281-586-2036.  
www.golfsmith.com

6  Jersey Mike’s opened a new 
Houston-area location in May 21 at 

10123 Louetta Road, Ste. 600, in The 
Vintage. The sandwich shop offers a 
variety of hot and cold sub sandwiches, 
such as the club supreme and the 
meatball and cheese, as well as wraps 
and salads. 281-257-4935.  
www.jerseymikes.com

7  Jo-Ann Fabric and Craft opened 
May 16 at 12918 Willow Chase Drive, 
Houston. The national chain fabric 
business offers a variety of crafts and 
fabrics for art projects large and small. 
This specific location carries Jo-Ann’s 
Big Kids Learning products, which 
include art projects and learning books 
for young children. 281-894-9469.  
www.joann.com

8  Joy’s Pure Vapor opened in March at 
3730 FM 2920, Spring. The company sells 
e-cigarettes to help its customers quit 
smoking. They offer scheduled nicotine 
reductions to help smokers gradually 
reduce their dependency on nicotine 
as well as yoga classes to help with the 
mental portion of kicking the habit.  
281-719-0542.  
www.facebook.com/springjpvapor 
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16  An Urgent Care for Kids location 
will open Aug. 20 at 24230 Kuykendahl 
Road, Ste. 210, Spring. The urgent 
care facility will offer on-site X-rays, 
breathing treatments, stitches, staples 
and rapid cold, flu, RSV and strep 
testing. Urgent Care for Kids serves 
children from newborns to age 21.  
281-357-0825. www.urgentcarekids.com 

17  Waterford Springs Apartments 
will open in September at 24530 
Gosling Road, Spring. The complex is 
now leasing its one-, two- and three-
bedroom apartments. Waterford Springs 
features a 5,000-square-foot clubhouse 
with a yoga room, fitness center and 
entertainment center. 281-351-4900. 
www.waterfordspringsapts.com

New management

18  Serving the Spring/Klein community 
for 21 years, Copperfield’s Books at 8220 
Louetta Road was purchased by new 
owners this year. Copperfield’s reopened 
April 5 with new flooring and wider 
aisles to make it wheelchair accessible. 
The shop offers more than 50,000 used 
books as well as audio books, greeting 
cards and bookmarks. The store hopes to 
add a small coffee bar. 832-761-5559.  
www.copperfieldsbooks.net

Anniversary

19  The faith-based organization 
Christian Brothers Automotive is 
celebrating its 10-year anniversary 
in Champions at 2899 FM 1960 W., 
Houston. The full-service automotive 
shop does engine repair, A/C fixes, oil 
changes, alignment and suspension 
repair. 281-444-2899.  
www.cbac.com/champions

In the news

The Lone Star College System Small 
Business Development Center is 
accepting nominations for the 28th 
Annual Small Business of the Year. One 
small business owner will be chosen 
in each of the LSCS service areas.  
Nominations must be made on the LSCS 
SBDC website by Aug. 1.  
www.lonestar.sbdcnetwork.net

The Texas Department of Motor 
Vehicles is transitioning to a new vehicle 
inspections and registration system that 
calls for only one windshield sticker 
with the same expiration date for both 
requirements. Beginning March 1, 
2015, vehicle owners will be required 
to get an inspection done 90 days 
before the expiration date. Afterwards, 
the inspection record will be verified 
electronically before registration can 
be renewed. The change does not affect 
inspection requirements or cost.  
www.txdmv.gov

News or questions about Spring or Klein? 
E-mail sklnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Jay Jordan and Matt Stephens

Sub chain Jersey Mike’s opened a new location at 
10123 Louetta Road, Ste. 600 in May. 

6

CHI St. Luke’s Health broke ground on a 23-acre 
medical campus in Springwoods Village in June. 

 14

Copperfield’s Books, which has served Spring for 
21 years, opened under new management in April.
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Urgent Care for Kids will open a clinic at 24230 
Kuykendahl Road, Ste. 210 on Aug. 20. 

16

C
o

ur
te

sy
 U

rg
en

t 
C

ar
e 

fo
r 

K
id

s

Austin-based Torchy’s Tacos plans to open a new 
location in The Vintage in September. 
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For more information about our Parade of Showcase Homes: 
MainStreetAmerica.com

18750 I-45N in Spring, Exit 66B 281.645.0182

YEAR-ROUND PARADE OF SHOWCASE HOMESTM

Get inspired and come explore the one-stop 
shopping destination for home building, 

remodeling, furniture, dining, cooking, and more! 

Bring in this coupon to MAIN Restaurant for a

COMPLIMENTARY APPETIZER*

Located inside MainStreet America
*With the purchase of two entrées. Valid 7/10/14–8/13/14. Visit mainrestaurant.com
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Springwoods Village’s CityPlace to 
offer office, residential, retail, hotels
By Matt Stephens  

With a new name in place, develop-
ment is well underway at CityPlace, the 
central mixed-use development within 
Springwoods Village. Plans for the project 
include more than 4 million square feet of 
office space, a full-service hotel, multi-
family residences and a variety of retail 
and restaurant options.

Formerly known as Town Center, City-
Place was announced in June as a joint 
venture between Springwoods Village 
developer Coventry Development Corp., 
Patrinely Group and USAA Real Estate 
Company. 

“CityPlace is an innovative develop-
ment located at the nexus of Interstate-45, 
Grand Parkway and the Hardy Toll 
Road,” said Dean Patrinely, managing 
principal of Patrinely Group. “We antici-
pate that the new project will make a 
lasting mark and will help shape Houston 
for future generations.”

The development will not be completed 
for several years, said Robert Fields, presi-
dent and CEO of Patrinely Group. Fields 
said CityPlace could house as many 13 
office buildings along with retail and res-
taurants in the first phase of development.

“We are currently planning a mix of 
retail and restaurants on the ground floor 
of most of the buildings,” he said. “How-
ever, some of the retail [and] restaurants 
will likely be in freestanding buildings.”

Tenants have already shown interest in 
the first two planned buildings—a five-
story, 147,000-square-foot building and 
a 10-story, 295,000-square-foot building. 
He said many of the calls have been from 
firms within the energy and financial 
industries.

The first office building could be com-
pleted by the fourth quarter of 2015.

CityPlace will also house hotels and 
a multifamily development. Woodbine 
Development Corporation plans to 
develop a full-service hotel with meeting 
space that will overlook the development’s 
public plaza.

Fields said the public plaza could be 
completed in 2015 or 2016, while the hotel 
could be completed in two to three years. 
Details on the hotel will be announced 
soon, he said. Woodbine is also develop-
ing a Residence Inn by Marriott on the 
western end of CityPlace.

Martin Fein Interests plans to construct 
a 268-unit apartment community within 

the development that will house retail 
space on the ground floor as well. Keith 
Simon, executive vice president and direc-
tor of development for CDC Houston, 
said construction could start on the devel-
opment later this year and be completed 
around the second quarter of 2016. 

Simon said the 60-acre CityPlace was 
originally called Town Center as a place-
holder. However, he said he believes it is 
more of a suburban name and CityPlace 
better represents the urban development. 

An unusual setup, CityPlace will con-
nect the urban commercial buildings with 
the public plaza along Energy Drive that 

will connect to the pathway system that 
leads to parks throughout Springwoods 
Village and the Spring Creek Greenway, 
Simon said. 

Several retailers and well-known res-
taurants have already shown interest in 
CityPlace, he said. Although no retailers 
have been named, a specialty grocery 
store or movie theater could be possible 
options for stand-alone buildings. 

“We’re still trying to figure out all the 
details of who are the retailers, which can 
be part of the larger office buildings and 
which need their own freestanding loca-
tions,” Simon said. 
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CityPlace will have several commercial office buildings with retail and restaurants on the ground floor. 

If you or a loved one is having problems with wisdom teeth, it might be time to take action.          
A board-certi�ed oral surgeon is the most quali�ed dental professional to perform a safe and 
secure removal procedure.  

Before you schedule your surgery, ask the following questions: 
• Have I been referred to a board-certi�ed oral surgeon? 
• Is my oral surgeon practicing in a o�ce licensed and certi�ed to provide IV 

anesthesia—in other words, is it safe?
• If I have complications or questions, will I have access to my oral surgeon?

Make sure you can answer "yes" to these questions and choose Northwest Oral & Maxillofacial 
Surgery. Anything else would just be unwise. Be wise about your wisdom teeth and visit 
www.texasoralsurgery.com.

Impacted • Misaligned • Bacteria  
Partially Erupted • Decay 
Solve your problem by visiting Northwest Oral Surgery

texasoralsurgery.com

WHY ARE THEY CALLED

WISDOM TEETH?
Wisdom teeth can sometimes be uncomfortable and anything but wise. 

PIN OAK OFFICE VILLAGE 

in Gleannloch Farms

LOCATED AT THE CORNER OF 
CHAMPIONS FOREST DRIVE AND EASTLOCH DRIVE

NOW PRE-LEASING 5 FLOOR PLANS: 
1,248SF, 1,488SF, 1,872SF, 2,132SF, 2,688SF

AN OFFICE PARK IN A PARK LIKE 
SETTING THAT’S CLOSE TO HOME!
AN OFFICE PARK IN A PARK LIKE 

SETTING THAT’S CLOSE TO HOME!

CALL PHIL BAKER AT 281-732-3086 TODAY!
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Klein ISD approves design for High School No. 5 

Spring ISD increases 
teacher salaries, adopts 
$361 million budget

KLEIN ISD Nearly six years after ini-
tially considering designs for the district’s 
fifth high school, the Klein ISD board of 
trustees approved a new design June 9 for 
High School No. 5. The school is planned 
for completion in August 2017. 

The board of trustees approved the 
first of two design options presented by 
Houston-based firm PBK at a Klein ISD 
board meeting June 9. The first option 
featured a more traditional, German look 
similar to other Klein ISD schools. 

“What I see in option A is what the 
board approved in 2008,” Superintendent 
Jim Cain said. “I think it has a great look. 
I think it has a great design. I think it 
has a great educational impact. However, 
several of you were not here on the board 
in July 2008, and we wanted you to have a 
second view.” 

The second option featured a more 
modern façade, but the interior was simi-
lar, PBK Partner Ian Powell said. The cost 

difference between the two designs was 
negligible, he said. 

The 665,000-square-foot campus will 
be built to serve up to 3,600 students and 
will be located on an 83-acre site south of 
Spring Cypress Road next to Ulrich Inter-
mediate School. The school was originally 
planned as part of the 2008 bond election 
but the project was delayed and Klein ISD 
opted to rebuild Klein High School first. 

Robert Robertson, associate superin-
tendent of facilities for Klein ISD, said 
about $60 million remains from the 2008 
bond funds for the project, but money 
will be required from an upcoming bond 
referendum in 2015 for the estimated 
$155 million-$175 million required for 
the new high school. 

The board of trustees voted in May  to 
begin early site work in January, includ-
ing utilities. Should voters not approve 
next year’s bond referendum, the site 
work will not be wasted. 

SPRING ISD The Spring ISD board 
of trustees emphasized public safety 
and employee pay raises in the proposed 
2014-15 budget, providing more staff to 
the police department and raising the 
average teacher’s salary by 6 percent. 

The board of trustees unanimously 
approved the adoption of a $361.4 
million budget at a Spring ISD board 
meeting June 10. The budget allowed for 
an increase from $45,537 to $48,500 for 
the starting salary of a new teacher with 
no prior experience. Support staff also 
received a 5 percent raise. 

The budget provides for more staff-
ing for the police department as well. 
The $3.99 million allocated for police 
within the general fund is a 6.2 percent 
increase from the $3.76 million allocated 
for police in the updated version of the 
2013-14 budget. 

A 10 percent increase over the 2013-
14 budget, it is estimated the budget 
will require a property tax rate of $1.54 
per $100 valuation or a 3-cent decrease 
from the current tax rate. 

Klein ISD
Meets July 14 and 28 at 7 p.m.  
7200 Spring Cypress Road, Spring
832-249-4000
www.kleinisd.net
 
Spring ISD
No July meetings. Board meetings are 
usually held the second Tuesday of the 
month at 7 p.m. 
16717 Ella Blvd., Houston
281-891-6000
www.springisd.org

Harris County  
Commissioners Court 
Meets July 22 at 10 a.m. 
1001 Preston St., Houston 
713-755-5000
www.hctx.net 

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter 
@impactnews_skl

Tweetings

Meetings
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20243 KUYKENDAHL RD. SPRING, TX. 77379 

CALL 281-500-8660 TO SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT OR BOOK ONLINE AT 

WWW.WINDROSEFAMILYMEDICINE.COM

Compassionate Care for your entire family!

Dr. Lacrecia FosterDr. Rochelle Pondt

SPORTS & CAMP PHYSICALS NOW!

**ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS, INCLUDING MEDICARE!**

OUR BOARD CERTIFIED FAMILY MEDICINE PHYSICIANS ARE DEDICATED TO 
CARING FOR OUR NEIGHBORS LIKE THEY ARE MEMBERS OF OUR OWN FAMILY. 

IMMUNIZATIONS • WELL WOMAN EXAMS 
PHYSICAL EXAMS - ADULT & CHILD  • ACUTE CARE

ASSESSMENTS & TREATMENT FOR: 
DIABETES • HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE • HIGH CHOLESTEROL

DIGESTIVE DISORDERS  • ASTHMA • & MORE

No matter if you are single, married, divorced: Restore will minister to 
you. Restore is a call to the wounded as well as the healed. Come and 
experience God’s healing touch but also gain insight and revelation for 
everyday relationships. 

Throughout scripture and throughout the church 
history, the Lord has raised up women and used 
them powerfully to advance His purposes in the 
Earth. Are you ready to be a Woman on the Front-
lines? If so, you’ll want to join us this September! 

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR BOTH EVENTS 
Visit JoanHunter.org for more information.

SEPTEMBER 17–20

JULY 31 
THROUGH
AUGUST 2

130 Agg Road, Tomball, TX 77375 • 281-789-7500

YOUTHIS CONFERENCE IS FOR
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Classes and your future start August 25. Enroll today!

Open doors to career training, 
certifications and 2-year degrees.
Lone Star College is dedicated to increasing the number of students who complete 
a degree, earn a career certification or successfully transfer to a four-year university. 
LSC is proud to be named by RateMyProfessors.com #1 in Texas.

Classes and your future
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“Rated #1
2-Year College in Texas”

—RateMyProfessors.com

Open Doors
LoneStar.edu

#1 in overall quality
#1 in academic reputation
#1 in student happiness

No wonder 90,000  
students choose us.

Our Lady of the Lake University gives you scheduling 
options and a� ordable tuition to complete your 

undergraduate or graduate degree on the weekends 

and reach your career goals.

Earn a degree on weekends  
in The Woodlands

Take your career
to the next level

Lone Star College - University Center    •    3232 College Drive     •     The Woodlands, TX 77384    •    936-273-7628     •      www.ollusa.edu/TheWoodlands

BACHELOR’S DEGREES
Special tuition rate for undergraduate programs: 
just $290 a credit hour — $870 a class
 • Accounting
 • Business
 • Criminology and Criminal Justice (online)
 •  Management
 • Psychology - General or Pre-Counseling
 •  Sociology 

MASTER’S DEGREES
 •  MBA - Healthcare Management or Management
 •  Psychology - Family, Couple and Individual Therapy
 • Sociology

DOCTORAL
 •  PhD in Leadership Studies
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ON THE RISE  
Community College  

Tuition & Fees

  LSC   HCC   TX AVG.

2003-04 2014-15 % Increase

UofH

SHSU

A&M

UT

TX  
AVG.

Public University  
Tuition and Fees 

Despite increases at local colleges, tuition 
remains below the state average, which rose 
27 percent since 2009. Rates are for in-district 
students enrolled in 12 semester credit hours. 

Since the Texas Legislature deregulated tuition 
at public universities in 2003, the average cost 
of tuition rose 90 percent. Rates listed are for 
students enrolled in 15 semester credit hours.
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Source: Texas Association of Community Colleges, Texas 
Higher Education Coordinating Board, College for All Texans
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Tuition rates on the rise for local, statewide colleges
By Matt Stephens 

Tuition continues to increase for colleges 
and universities statewide as enrollment 
grows at higher education institutions 
across Texas. However, colleges are trying 
to find a balance between tuition costs and 
quality of education to avoid tuition rates 
students can no longer afford to pay. 

“Our purpose is to serve our students, 
and if we price ourselves out of that 
range, we’ve defeated that purpose,” said 
Cindy Gilliam, vice chancellor of admin-
istration and finance for the Lone Star 
College System. 

Although tuition and fees at LSCS have 
increased 41 percent since 2009, rates are 
nearly $100 less for students enrolled in 12 
semester credit hours than the state average 
for community colleges, according to the 
Texas Association of Community Colleges. 

The vast majority of the LSCS’s tuition 
spike came during the economic recession, 
Gilliam said. Before that, she said the col-
lege would typically keep tuition flat dur-
ing years of legislative sessions and then 
increase rates about $2 per credit hour 
in off years once the college learned how 
much state funding it would receive. 

Gilliam said an increasing tax base 
helps LSCS keep its rates low as tuition 
and property tax revenue each account for 
about 37-38 percent of the school’s total 
revenue. The remaining 24 percent comes 
from state funding. 

“Our property values per full time 
equivalent student are higher than the 
average community colleges,” she said. 
“We have a good tax base and it grows 
most every year, some even during the eco-
nomic crash. So we rely on that additional 
revenue without raising the tax rate.”

Tuition rates at community colleges are 
still substantially less than public universi-
ties. Gilliam said one class at LSC can cost 

a fifth of the cost of the same class at the 
University of Texas. 

Deregulation of universities 
David Gardner, deputy commissioner 

of the Texas Higher Education Coordinat-
ing Board, said tuition has increased at 
public universities about 90 percent since 
the Texas Legislature voted to deregulate 
tuition in 2003. According to the House 
Research Organization, supporters of the 
legislation—HB 3105—believed tuition 
deregulation would provide universities 
flexibility to respond to state funding cuts.

Gardner said several factors have 
contributed to the increase, including 
competition for faculty with other states, 
maintenance of facilities and improved 
student services.  

“I think that the most significant factor 
is just having to find a way to provide the 
students the services they need,” Gardner 
said.  “We’ve moved into an era where it’s 
not just students walking into a classroom 
and walking out.”

Texas colleges are still less expensive 
than their counterparts in many states, 
Gardner said. However, while Texas 
ranks 22nd in average tuition at four-
year public universities, according to 
THECB, the state ranked 27th in median 
household family income from 2010-12, 
according to the U.S. Census Bureau.

Jolyn Brand, founder of Houston-based 
Brand College Consulting, said financial 
aid programs are not keeping up with the 
rise of tuition costs. Brand said students 
from low-income families can face as 
much as $14,000 in tuition costs each year 
after the financial aid provided by federal 
Pell Grants are applied to a student’s bill. 

“The Pell Grant hasn’t increased nearly 
as much as the rate of tuition,” Brand said. 
“Even for really low-income families, the 

maximum Pell Grant is $6,000 a year. 
That’s not nearly enough to pay for tuition, 
much less room and board.”

With students having to decide between 
taking out loans to pay for the remain-
der of their education, she sees more and 
more students opt for community college 
the first two years before transferring to 
a four-year university, a path in which 
students are less likely to graduate. 

 “We’re getting very close to an area 
where kids can’t afford it, and their parents 
can’t afford it,” Brand said. 

Legislation 
The state is trying to find new ways to 

make college more affordable, Gardner 
said. The Texas Legislature passed HB 29 
in the last legislative session, requiring 
higher education institutions other than 
public state colleges to offer four-year, 
fixed-rate tuition programs to entering 
undergraduate students. 

The University of Houston will imple-
ment its fixed rate tuition plan in the fall 
with the UH in 4 Initiative. Teri Longacre, 
vice provost and dean of undergraduate 
student success, said the plan will allow stu-
dents who take 25 percent of their degree’s 
required credit hours per year—usually 30 
credit hours—to pay a fixed tuition rate if 
they graduate within four years. 

Anticipating a tuition increase of 2.2 per-
cent per year, Longacre said the fixed rate 
plan could save students money over four 
years and encourage earlier graduation. 

“Each semester beyond four years is 
costing them additional tuition and hous-
ing costs and opportunity costs for not 
starting out in their career at that point,” 
she said. “Four years gets students into the 
job market faster or into graduate school 
faster. And the longer they stay in school, 
the less likely they are to finish.” 

IF YOU GIVE A MAN A FISH, YOU FEED HIM FOR A DAY. IF YOU TEACH A MAN TO FISH, YOU FEED HIM FOR LIFE. LET US TEACH YOU HOW TO FISH! 

THE TRAINING CENTER 
OF AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

4727 STRACK RD. HOUSTON, TX 77069

US BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS PREDICTS JOBS FOR A/C MECHANICS WILL GROW BY 34 PERCENT FROM 2010 TO 2020. 

281.580.4239
THETRAININGCENTEROFAIRCONDITIONINGANDHEATING.COM

ISH! 

NEXT CLASS 
STARTS SOON. 

SPACE LIMITED,
CALL NOW!
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Blinn College 
Address: 902 College Ave., Brenham

Phone: 979-830-4044

Website: www.blinn.edu/brenham

Tuition: $1,335 (in-district), $2,040 (out-of-district),  
$3,165 (out-of-state)

Enrollment: 17,839

Test averages: Open admissions policy

Transfer rate: 48 percent

Houston Community College–Central
Address: 1300 Holman St., Houston

Phone: 713-718-6000

Website: www.central.hccs.edu

Tuition: $1,014 (in-district), $2,094 (out-of-district), $2,341 (out-
of-state)

Enrollment: 18,976

Test averages: Open admissions policy

Transfer rate: 22 percent (all campuses)

Houston Community College–Northeast
Address: 55 Community College Drive, Houston

Phone: 713-718-8300

Website: www.northeast.hccs.edu

Tuition: $1,014 (in-district), $2,094 (out-of-district), $2,341 (out-
of-state)

Enrollment: 13,380

Test averages: Open admissions policy

Transfer rate: 22 percent (all campuses)

Houston Community College – Northwest
Address: 1550 Foxlake Drive, Houston

Phone: 713-718-5757

Website: www.northwest.hccs.edu

Tuition: $1,014 (in-district), $2,094 (out-of-district), $2,341.50 
(out-of-state)

Enrollment: 19,384

Test averages: Open admissions policy

Transfer rate: 22 percent (all campuses)

Lone Star College–CyFair
Address: 9191 Barker Cypress Road, Cypress

Phone: 281-290-3200

Website: www.lonestar.edu/cyfair

Tuition: $932 (in-district), $1,982 (out-of-district), $2,207 (out-
of-state)

Enrollment: 19,544

Test averages: Open admissions policy

Transfer rate: 23 percent (all campuses)

Southeast Texas colleges and universities
COLLEGES

FOCUS

Lone Star College–Kingwood
Address: 20000 Kingwood Drive, Kingwood

Phone: 281-312-1600

Website: www.lonestar.edu/kingwood

Tuition: $932 (in-district), $1,982 (out-of-district), $2,207 (out-
of-state)

Enrollment: 11,943

Test averages: Open admissions policy

Transfer rate: 23 percent (all campuses)

Lone Star College–Montgomery
Address: 3200 College Park Drive, The Woodlands

Phone: 936-273-7000

Website: www.lonestar.edu/montgomery

Tuition: $932 (in-district), $1,982 (out-of-district), $2,207 (out-
of-state)

Enrollment: 12,758

Also offers full degree programs from: Sam Houston State 
University, Our Lady of the Lake University, University of 
Houston Victoria and University of St. Thomas

Test averages: Open admissions policy

Transfer rate: 23 percent (all campuses)

Lone Star College–North Harris
Address: 2700 W. West Thorne Drive, Houston

Phone: 281-618-5400

Website: www.lonestar.edu/northharris

Tuition: $932 (in-district), $1,982 (out-of-district), $2,207 (out-
of-state)

Enrollment: 17,217

Test averages: Open admissions policy

Transfer rate: 23 percent (all campuses)

Lone Star College–Tomball
Address: 30555 Hwy. 249, Tomball

Phone: 281-351-3300

Website: www.lonestar.edu/tomball

Tuition: $932 (in-district), $1,982 (out-of-district), $2,207 (out-
of-state)

Enrollment: 8,862

Test averages: Open admissions policy

Transfer rate: 23 percent (all campuses)

Lone Star College–University Center
Address: 3232 College Park Drive, The Woodlands

Phone: 936-273-7510

Website: www.lonestar.edu/uc-montgomery/

Tuition: $932 (in-district), $1,982 (out-of-district), $2,207 (out-
of-state)

Enrollment: 7,297

Also offers full degree programs from: Our Lady of the 
Lake University, Sam Houston State University, St. Thomas 
University and University of Houston-Victoria (tuitions vary)

Lone Star College–University Park
Address: 20515 Hwy. 249, Houston

Phone: 281-290-2600

Website: www.lonestar.edu/universitypark

Tuition: $932 (in-district), $1,982 (out-of-district), $2,207 (out-
of-state)

Enrollment: 7,297

Also offers full degree programs from: Sam Houston State 
University, University of Houston-Downtown and University of 
Houston-Northwest (tuitions vary)

Test averages: Open admissions policy

Transfer rate: 23 percent (all campuses)

San Jacinto College–Central
Address: 8060 Spencer Highway, Pasadena

Phone: 281-998-6150

Website: www.sanjac.edu

Tuition: $785 (in-district), $1,400 (out-of district),  
$2,150 (out-of-state)

Enrollment: 14,365

Test averages: Open admissions policy

Transfer rate: 22 percent (all campuses)

San Jacinto College–North
Address: 5800 Uvalde, Houston

Phone: 281-998-6150

Website: www.sanjac.edu

Tuition: $785 (in-district), $1,400 (out-of district), $2,150 (out-
of-state)

Enrollment: 7,312

Test averages: Open admissions policy

Transfer rate: 22 percent (all campuses)

San Jacinto College–South
Address: 13735 Beamer Road, Houston

Phone: 281-998-6150

Website: www.sanjac.edu

Tuition: $785 (in-district), $1,400 (out-of district), $2,150 (out-
of-state)

Enrollment: 10,794

Test averages: Open admissions policy

Transfer rate: 22 percent (all campuses)

UNIVERSITIES

Art Institute of Houston
Address: 4140 Southwest Freeway, Houston

Phone: 713-623-2040

Website: www.new.artinstitutes.edu/houston

Tuition: $10,980

Enrollment: 2,459 (both Houston campuses)

Most notable programs: Audio production, culinary arts, 

Compiled by Jay Jordan
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fashion, graphic design

Test averages: Open admissions policy

Graduation rate: 47 percent

Art Institute of Houston–North
Address: 10740 N. Gessner Drive, Ste. 190, Houston

Phone: 281-671-3381

Website: www.artinstitutes.edu/houston-north

Tuition: $10,980

Enrollment: 2,459 (both Houston campuses)

Most notable programs: Animation, gaming design, graphic 
design and media arts

Test averages: Open admissions policy

Graduation rate: 47 percent

College of Biblical Studies–Houston
Address: 7000 Regency Square Blvd., Ste. 110, Houston

Phone: 713-785-5995

Website: www.cbshouston.edu

Tuition: $4,900.50

Enrollment: 489

Most notable programs: Biblical counseling, Christian 
leadership

Test averages: Open admissions policy

Graduation rate: 57 percent

Houston Baptist University
Address: 7502 Fondren Road, Houston

Phone: 281-649-3000

Website: www.hbu.edu

Tuition: $13,525 flat rate for 12-18 hours per semester. $625 
additionally per hour over 18 hours. 

Enrollment: 2,589

Most notable programs: Apologetics, biology, nursing and 
pre-med

Test averages: 470-580 SAT Critical Reading, 490-590 SAT 
Math, 450-560 SAT Writing, 20-26 ACT English, 20-26 ACT 
Math, 6-8 ACT Writing

Graduation rate: 63 percent

Prairie View A&M University
Address: 100 University Drive, Prairie View

Phone: 936-261-3311

Website: www.pvamu.edu

Tuition and fees: $4,391 (in-state), $10,052 (out-of-state)

Enrollment: 8,250

Test averages: 370-460 SAT Critical Reading, 380-480 SAT 
Math, 360-450 SAT Writing, 13-20 ACT English, 16-21 ACT 
Math, 5-7 ACT Writing

Transfer rate: 34.19 percent

Rice University
Address: 6100 Main St., Houston

Phone: 713-348-0000

Website: www.rice.edu

Tuition: $19,940

Enrollment: 6,484

Most notable programs: Biochemistry, chemical engineering, 
psychology

Test averages: 670-760 SAT Critical Reading, 700-790 SAT 
Math, 670-770 SAT Writing, 31-35 ACT English, 30-35 ACT 
Math, 8-9 ACT Writing

Graduation rate: 92 percent

Sam Houston State University
Address: 1806 Ave. J, Huntsville

Phone: 936-294-1111

Website: www.shsu.edu

Tuition and fees: $3,647 (12 hours in-state), $7,991 (12 hours 
out-of-state)

Enrollment: 19,210

Most notable programs: Business, criminal justice and mass 
communication

Test averages: 440-540 SAT Critical Reading, 460-550 SAT 
Math, 18-24 ACT Math, 16-22 ACT English

Graduation rate: 51 percent

Sam Houston State University–The Wood-
lands Center
Address: 3380 College Park Drive, The Woodlands

Phone: 936-202-5000

Website: www.shsu.edu/academics/woodlands-center

Tuition and fees: $3,647 or $3,863 guaranteed for four years 
(12 hours in-state), $7,991 (12 hours out-of-state)

Enrollment: 19,210

Most notable programs: Education, nursing

Test averages: 440-540 SAT Critical Reading, 460-550 SAT 
Math, 18-24 ACT Math, 16-22 ACT English

Graduation rate: 51 percent

University of Houston
Address: 4800 Calhoun Road, Houston

Phone: 713-743-2255

Website: www.uh.edu

Tuition: $4,500-$5,175 or $4,750 fixed (in-state), $11,430-
$12,105 or $11,680 fixed (out-of-state) 

Enrollment: 40,747

Most notable programs: Biomedical engineering, computer 
engineering, business

Test averages: 490-610 SAT Critical Reading, 540-640 SAT 
Math, 20-27 ACT English, 23-27 ACT Math

Graduation rate: 46 percent

University of Houston–Downtown
Address: 1 Main St., Houston

Phone: 713-221-8000

Website: www.uhd.edu

Tuition: $5,516 (12 hours in-state), $14,204 (12 hours out-of-
state)

Enrollment: 13,757

Most notable programs: Accounting, interdisciplinary studies, 
psychology 

Test averages: 380-480 SAT Critical Reading, 420-510 SAT 
Math, 14-20 ACT English, 16-22 ACT Math

Graduation rate: 15 percent

Texas A&M University
Address: College Station

Phone: 979-845-3211

Website: www.tamu.edu

Tuition: $2,648 (in-state), $10,958 (out-of-state)

Enrollment: 50,627

Most notable programs: Agriculture, engineering

Test averages: 520-630 SAT Critical Reading, 550-660 SAT 
Math, 490-610 SAT Writing, 22-29 ACT English, 24-29 ACT 
Math, 6-8 ACT Writing

Graduation rate: 81 percent

Texas Southern University
Address: 3100 Cleburne St., Houston

Phone: 713-313-7011

Website: www.tsu.edu

Tuition: $3580 (in-state), $7,735 (out-of-state)

Enrollment: 9,646

Most notable programs: Airway science management, 
homeland security and urban planning

Test averages: 370-450 SAT Critical Reading, 380-470 SAT 
Math, 350-440 SAT Writing, 13-19 ACT English, 16-19 ACT 
Math, 10-11 ACT Writing

Graduation rate: 12 percent

University of St. Thomas
Address: 3800., Houston

Phone: 713-522-7911

Website: www.stthom.edu

Tuition and fees: $14,720

Enrollment: 3,626

Most notable programs: Education, nursing, pre-med and 
psychology

Test averages: 490-590 SAT Critical Reading, 510-620 SAT 
Math, 480-590 SAT Writing, 22-29 ACT English, 23-27 ACT 
Math, 6-8 ACT Writing

Graduation rate: 44 percent

Listed tuitions are for one semester and calculated for 15 credit hours unless noted 
otherwise. Tuition totals do not include fees unless noted otherwise. All transfer and 
graduation rates are for six years. This list is not intended to be comprehensive.
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ages 10 and up. Call to register beginning 
July 16. 9 a.m. Free. 20634 Kenswick Drive, 
Humble. 281-446-8588. www.hcp4.net

26 Summer color 
The Mercer Arboretum hosts a 

plant sale and lecture program. Special 
guest speakers share gardening insight while 
showcasing ideal plants for Texas summers 
available through the plant sale. Conference 
participants can take advantage of a plant 
sale in the morning that is available later to 
the public. Registration is required. 8 a.m.–3 
p.m. $55 (members). $65 (non-members). 
Mercer Arboretum & Botanical Gardens, 
22306 Aldine Westfield Road, Humble. 281-
443-8731. www.themercersociety.org 

26 Toy and clothing drive
Big Tex Storage and the Spring-

Klein Chamber of Commerce host a toy and 
clothing drive benefiting Children’s Protective 
Services BEAR program and the Montgomery 
County Women’s Shelter. The BEAR program 
accepts toys, clothes, toothbrushes, diapers, 
bottles and formula, while the Women’s 
Shelter accepts gently used clothing for 
women and children, diapers, shampoo 
and essential items. Attendees enjoy free 
food and family-friendly entertainment, such 
as games, balloons and a moonwalk. 10 
a.m.–2 p.m. Free. Big Tex Storage, 24922 
Kuykendahl Road, Tomball. 832-603-0385. 
www.bigtexstorage.com/storage-woodlands

28 Engineering for Kids 
The Barbara Bush Library presents 

a hands-on educational program for children 
ages 8–12. Students learn the properties 
of buoyancy through experimentation with 
shapes and weight. Registration is required 
and opens two weeks before the event. 2–3 
p.m. Free. 6817 Cypresswood Drive, Spring.  
281-376-4610. www.hcpl.net

August

02 and 03  
Reptile open house

The Jesse H. Jones Park and Nature Center 
hosts a reptile open house. Attendees learn 
about the many reptiles and amphibians 
living within the nature center and about their 
natural history. The nature center also hosts a 
free “Snakes of Harris County” program at  
10 a.m. Aug. 2. Both programs are 
appropriate for all ages. 1–4 p.m. Free. 20634 
Kenswick Drive, Humble. 281-446-8588. 
www.hcp4.net

through 19
2014 Artist Expo
The event features more than 100 art 

classes, exhibits and a Painter’s Supermarket. 
9 a.m.–5 p.m. Free (to public viewers), $35 
(one-day artist registration), $75 (multiday 
artist registration). The Woodlands Waterway 
Marriott, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive.  
www.artistexpohouston.com
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filmmaker’s process. Free. Hours vary. 6815 
Cypresswood Drive, Spring. 281-376-6322. 
www.pearlmfa.org 

13 First annual Christmas in July
Southern Diva’s Vendor Events 

sponsors the inaugural event featuring face 
painting, giveaways, complimentary gift 
bags, games, rock wall climbing, bowling 
and vendors. Noon–5 p.m. $5.98 (RSVP 
discounted admission for children with 
unlimited buffet and drink), $7.98 (RSVP 
discounted admission for adults). IT’Z–
Willowbrook, 18355 Hwy. 249, Houston. 
www.eventbrite.com/e/first-annual-
christmas-in-july-tickets-11782338291

19 Texas Rose Rustlers meeting 
Mercer Arboretum and Botanical 

Gardens hosts a public meeting. Attendees 
learn the etiquette of rustling old garden 
roses, how to propagate from cuttings and 
grow their favorite flowers. 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 
Free. 22306 Aldine Westfield Road, Humble. 
281-443-8731. www.texasroserustlers.com

21 STEAM Express
The Barbara Bush Library hosts this 

educational program presented by Klein 
ISD’s STEAM Express. Children use their 
engineering skills to construct a flying plane. 
3–4 p.m. Free. 6817 Cypresswood Drive, 
Spring. 281-376.4610. www.hcpl.net 

23 Precinct 4 Fun 4 Seniors trip
The Harris County Precinct 4 Seniors 

Adult Program hosts trips for local seniors 
every month. This month, seniors enjoy a 
visit to the Houston Maritime Museum and 
the John P. McGovern Museum of Health & 
Medical Science. Participants view a world-
class collection of model ships from all over 
the world and enjoy various health exhibits, 
including the Amazing Body Pavilion and 
You: The Exhibit. The bus arrives and drops 
off attendees at the Barbara Bush Library. 8 
a.m.–4 p.m. $11 (not including lunch). 6817 
Cypresswood Drive, Spring. 281-893-3726. 
www.hcp4.net/senioradult

26 Fish of Spring Creek  
Residents curious about the 

underwater wildlife living in Spring Creek 
attend a hands-on program at Jesse H. 
Jones Park and Nature Center. Participants 
discover native fish using dip-nets and 
seines. Attendees must dress appropriately 
and the activity is for children and adults 

July

10 Texas Stallions 
information meeting

The Texas Stallions Track Club hosts its 
annual registration and information meeting 
at Neal’s Restaurant. Parents and student 
athletes learn more about the program 
offered by Texas Stallions to children ages 
6–18. Texas Stallions is a youth track and 
field organization that offers cross country, 
indoor and outdoor track and field training 
and competition. 6:30–7:30 p.m. Free. 4750 
FM 2920, Spring. 832-415-0568.  
www.texasstallions.org  

10 through Aug. 02  
‘Standing on the Moon’

The Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine Arts 
presents “Standing on the Moon,” an 
exhibit showcasing photograph reductions 
of NASA images from the Apollo program. 
The program ran from 1961 to 1972 and 
was the first manned spaceflight program 
to successfully land humans on the moon. 
Attendees can view images of the Apollo 
11 moonwalk and learn more about how 
the program’s technological advances have 
helped society evolve. Hours vary. Free.  
6815 Cypresswood Drive, Spring.  
281-376-6322. www.pearlmfa.org

10 through Aug. 03 
‘Pump Boys and Dinettes’ 

The Texas Repertory Theatre presents the 
country musical “Pump Boys and Dinettes.” 
The Tony award-nominated musical tells the 
story of six characters at a gas station and 
diner on Hwy. 57 between Frog Level and 
Smyrna. 7:30 p.m. (July 10, 17, 24, 31).  
8 p.m. (July 11, 12, 18, 19, 25, 26, Aug. 1, 2). 
3 p.m. (July 13, 20, 27, Aug. 3). $40 (regular 
admission). $36 (senior). $20 (student). The 
Texas Repertory Theatre, 14243 Stuebner 
Airline Road, Houston. 281-538-7573.  
www.texreptheatre.org 

10 through Aug. 02  
Simon Starling and “Black Drop” 

The Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine Arts 
presents an installation of Simon Starling’s 
work borrowed from The Museum of 
Fine Arts, Houston. The installation 
includes Starling’s “Black Drop,” a film 
that showcases a documentary about the 
transit of Venus while also reflecting on the 

CALENDAR

Worth the TRIP

 Tomball Night
The Greater Tomball Area 
Chamber of Commerce hosts 

its 42nd annual event featuring live 
music, a parade of lights, door prizes, 
raffles, children’s activities, a fireworks 
display and vendors for all ages. Local 
businesses stay open late and offer 
after-hours specials throughout the 
weekend. Patrons who identify one of 10 
roaming mystery shoppers receive $100. 
5 p.m. Free. Downtown Tomball.  
281-351-7222. www.tomballchamber.org
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Featured EVENT

www.professionalskw.com

281-444-3900
8101 Cypresswood Dr •  Spring,  TX 77379 

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE HOME MARKET ANALYSIS!

Looking to buy, sell or invest?
CALL THE #1  REAL ESTATE COMPANY IN THE COMMUNITY!
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Find more or submit Spring/Klein 
events at www.impactnews.com/
skl-calendar.

To have Spring/Klein events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Ongoing

Drop-in Art Wednesdays
The Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine Arts 
hosts the weekly series every Wednesday 
afternoon throughout the summer. The 
program series includes art projects, story 
times and cultural programs with a different 
program each week. 3–4 p.m. Free. 6815 
Cypresswood Drive, Spring. 281-376-6322. 
www.pearlmfa.org

Farmers market
Wunderlich Farms and the Klein,Texas 
Museum host the event on the last Saturday 
of every month. Vendors in attendance 
include Neal’s Berry Farm, Edmonds Farms, 
Theiss Farms, Atkinson Farms, Let Me Cook 
Today, Lavande, Love and Kindness, Taste 
of Asia and Nativa. Fruits, vegetables, baked 
goods, honey and homemade soaps are 
available for purchase. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Free. 
18218 Theiss Mail Route Road, Spring.  
832-249-5800. 
www.kleinisd.net/historicalfoundation

Museum Family Day
The Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine Arts offers 
free activities featuring hands-on art projects, 
artist demonstrations and performances on 
the second Saturday of the month. 11 a.m.–3 
p.m. Free. 6815 Cypresswood Drive, Spring. 
281-376-6322. www.pearlmfa.org

Niftee 50ees Classic Cruise-In
The classic car event continues every 
Saturday at the Corum Shopping Center 
at Kuykendahl and Louetta roads, where 
as many as 200-300 classic cars are 
shown every week. Classic car owners 
with vehicles from 1979 and older are 
permitted to participate but they must 
register and pay a small entry fee. 6–10 
p.m. Free (for the public). 4690 Louetta 
Road, Spring. 281-620-4987.  
www.facebook.com 
Niftee50eesClassicCruisers

Story time in the gardens
Mercer Arboretum presents its monthly event 
for children the third Monday of every month. 
The children’s librarian at Baldwin Boettcher 
Branch Library shares nature books with 
children and their parents in the garden with 
arts and crafts projects included. 10:30–
11:30 a.m. Free. 22306 Aldine Westfield 
Road, Humble. 281-443-8731.  
www.themercersociety.org

Summer Science Saturday
The Barbara Bush Library hosts the 
educational series every Saturday during 
the summer, offering a variety of programs 
ranging from a science fiction writers panel to 
the science of beer. 10:30 a.m. Free.  
6817 Cypresswood Drive, Spring.  
281-376-4610. www.hcpl.net. 

LIVE MUSIC CALENDAR
Live music in and around Spring/Kelin

Compiled by Nicole Bradford and Matt Stephens

Big Texas Saloon

19959 Holzwarth Road
Spring • 281-353-8898
www.bigtexassaloon.com

July
 18  Cody Johnson Band, 10 p.m.

August
 15  Kyle Park, 10 p.m.
 
   Symphony, 8 p.m. The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

2005 Lake Robbins Drive
The Woodlands • 281-363-3300
www.woodlandscenter.org

July
 10  Classical concert with the Houston  
   Symphony, 8 p.m. 
 12  Lionel Richie with Cee Lo Green,  
   7:30 p.m.
 13  93Q’s “A Day in the Country” with  
   Rascal Flatts, Sheryl Crow, Gloriana,  
   Parmalee and others, 7:30 p.m.
 19  Bud Light Weenie Roast with Stone  
   Temple Pilots, Blue October, 10 Years,  
   Semi Precious Weapons and J. Roddy  
   Walston and The Business, 3:30 p.m. 
 23  John Legend with Marsha Ambrosius,  
   7:30 p.m.
 24  The Sounds of Billy Joel with Michael  
   Cavanaugh, 8 p.m. 

August
 01  Fall Out Boy and Paramore with New  
   Politics, 7 p.m. 
 09  Tim McGraw with Kip Moore and  
   Cassadee Pope, 7 p.m.
 10  Rock Star Energy Drink Mayhem  
   Festival, 1 p.m.
 15  Wiz Khalifa, 6:30 p.m.
 16  Nine Inch Nails and Soundgarden,  
   7 p.m.
 19  Panic! At the Disco, 7:30 p.m.
 22  OneRepublic, 7 p.m.
 25  Aerosmith with Slash, 7:30 p.m.
 29  Chicago and REO Speedwagon,  
   7:30 p.m.
 30  Disney in Concert “Magical Music from  
   the Movies” with the Houston  
   Symphony, 8 p.m.
 31  Def Leppard and KISS, 7 p.m.

Dosey Doe Big Barn 

25911 I-45 N. 
The Woodlands • 281-367-3774
www.doseydoe.com

July
 10  Tab Benoit, 8:30 p.m.

 

11    Radney Foster, 8:30 p.m.

 12  Michael Franks, 8:30 p.m.
 13  Songwriters Camp Showcase, 6 p.m.
 17  Micky and the Motorcars, 8:30 p.m.
 18  Jody Booth Band, 8:30 p.m.
 19  10,000 Maniacs, 8:30 p.m.
 22  Drew Womack, 8 p.m.
 23  Jesse Keith Whitley, 8 p.m.
 24  Hooked 4 Life and Familiar Looking  
   Strangers, 8 p.m.
 25  Ana Popovic Band, 8:30 p.m. 
 26  Firefall, 8:30 p.m.
 27  Songwriters Camp Showcase, 6 p.m.

August
 02  Pure Prairie League, 8:30 p.m.
 05  Uncle Lucius, 8 p.m.
 07  Chris Hillman with Herb Pedersen,  
   8:30 p.m.

Main Street Crossing

111 W. Main St. 
Tomball • 281-290-0431
www.mainstreetcrossing.com  

July
 10  Main Street Young Artist Show with  
   Logan Harper, Rebeka Stanley,  
   Brooke Pace, Kristen Delbosque,  
   SAMI and Cameron Dasher, 7:30 p.m. 
 11  Joe Ely, 8 p.m.
 12  Two Tons of Steel, 8 p.m.
 15  Josh Fuller, 7:30 p.m.
 16  Hal Ketchum, 8 p.m.
 17  Songtelling, 8 p.m. 
 18  Mark Jones and Twenty Paces, 8 p.m.
 19  Justin Michael Bell, 8 p.m.
 21  My Voice and Piano Annual Showcase,  
   6 p.m.
 22  Rainchild with SixL6, 8 p.m.
 23  Shinyribs, 8 p.m. 
 24  Kenna Danielle, 8 p.m. 
 25  Junior Brown, 8 p.m.
 26  Abbey Rode Beatles tribute band with  
   Already Gone Eagles tribute band, 
   8 p.m. 
 29  JJ and the Stoneponies with Jake  
   Butler, 8 p.m.
 30  Dirty River Boys, 8 p.m. 

August
 04  Group: The Musical, 7:30 p.m. 
 05  Wild Ponies – Doug and Telisha, 8 p.m.
 06  Sam Riggs and the Night People,  
   8 p.m.
 07  Grant Harrison with Jonah Miles, 
    7:30 p.m.
 08  Shay Domann, 8 p.m.
 09  Jeff Woolsey, 8 p.m. 
 12  Crimson Umbrella Tribe/Casey Bishop,  
   8 p.m.

SAVE
BIG
IN SPRING

Stop by our office 
for a free auto quote 
and see how much 

you could save.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are 
not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a 
registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance 
Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. 
Subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2014. © 2014 GEICO

713-224-3426 
1403 Spring Cypress Road

Spring, TX  
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Marcela and Moe Kamalipour opened the Infinity Custom Furniture storefront in Spring 11 years ago. 
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Infinity Custom Furniture
Couple turns design skills into successful 
custom furniture business

M oe and Marcela Kamalipour 
had been married for just a 
short time and were about to 

have their first child 28 years ago. The 
couple was living in a one-bedroom 
apartment and Moe designed and built 
his wife an entertainment unit. 

It was far from the last piece of furni-
ture he would design. 

“He started building furniture for 
people, for friends,” Marcela said. “They 
said that they liked it. We started think-
ing about, ‘How is there not such a [wood 
furniture designer]? We should just get 
into the business.’” 

Nearly three decades and three store-
fronts later, Infinity Custom Furniture 
continues to provide hundreds of custom 
furniture pieces to customers in Spring 
and the surrounding area every year. The 
couple design and sell a variety of custom 
pieces, while offering upholstery services 
and in-store furniture. 

Whether it is a custom bed, a din-
ing table or a chest of drawers, Marcela 
said she works with customers to sketch 
out an initial design. Moe then perfects 
the structural design of the piece before 
emailing the designs to a shop in Indo-
nesia that the couple has worked with for 
more than 20 years. 

“Indonesia historically has been a 
source of furniture, quality furniture for 
Europe,” Moe said. 

The shop commissions various Indo-
nesian artisans who have a history with 
custom furniture making. The Kamali-
pours request that pieces only be con-
structed using mahogany or teak wood. 

“You can carve [mahogany] with very 
small details, and it will not fall apart 
like let’s say pine,” Marcela said. “[Teak 

wood] has a natural oil and can be used 
indoor or outdoor. The oil prevents the 
wood from rotting.” 

The shop owners said the quality of 
their custom work sets them apart from 
the average furniture store. Infinity 
Custom caters to many consumers who 
purchase custom homes, such as home-
owners in The Woodlands, Kingwood 
and around Lake Conroe. 

The couple designs everything from 
Victorian furniture to more modern 
pieces, and even offers a few less expen-
sive pine-based products in-store. 

“It used to be 10 years ago, the nature 
of the business was 85 percent Victorian 
design or French,” Moe said. “But now 
people want more user-friendly pieces 
of furniture. They want bookcases with 
glass doors on them or they want a table 
where they don’t have to be worried 
about scratches. That is what we have 
seen, so we have evolved to this point.”

Originally located along South Post 
Oak Road in Houston when the store 
opened in 1989, Moe said the business 
relocated to Sugar Land before mak-
ing the move to Spring 11 years ago. He 
said the shop weathered the economic 
recession and has thrived over the last 
two years with nearby population growth 
leading to increased foot traffic. 

Although the couple said they believe 
everyone should have one good piece of 
furniture in their home, many customers 
come back for more custom pieces. 

“We have some customers where we 
have made many pieces of furniture 
for them,” Moe said. “Some of them 
become our friends where they invite us 
to dinner or to their family gatherings or 
occasions.” 

BUSINESS

By Matt Stephens

The shop sells corbels and interior columns.

The store provides furniture with a variety of dif-
ferent designs, including modern and Victorian. 

 Infinity Custom Furniture sells a wide variety 
sofas and accent chairs. 

Infinity Custom Furniture

H
olzw

arth Dr. 45
2920

 Spring Cypress 
Rd.

1941 Spring Cypress Road,
Spring • 281-528-6700
www.infinitycustomfurniture.com
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–7 p.m.,  
Closed Sunday

A custom fit

1–2
The shop receives

containing 180–200 
custom orders. 

shipments
per year

11 years 
ago.

1989,

Originally
opened in

Infinity relocated 
to the Spring 

Cypress location

4–5 months. 

A piece designed 
for a customer 
may take up to

�
karenrivera@kw.com 

www.karenriverarealtor.com 

Do you want to 
know how much 

your home value 
has gone up in the 

last couple of 
months

CALL ME  
TODAY 

FOR A FREE 
MARKET ANALYSIS 

832-259-6408

LET ME SHOW 
YOU WHY IM 

YOUR REALTOR 
FOR LIFE

THE BOTTOM LINE: 

MY JOB 

IS TO GET 
YOUR HOUSE  

SOLD 

FOR MORE MONEY, IN LESS TIME 
WITH LESS HASSLE

Realtor

Serving all my spring  
neighbors
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Euro Bakery & Café
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Euro Bakery & Café owners Amjad and Dimitra Khan have four children, two of which work there. 
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Euro Bakery & Café
Café offers Greek fare, family atmosphere 

D imitra Khan never intended 
to run a restaurant. A native 
New Yorker with a passion for 

Greek food, she and her husband Amjad 
opened the Euro Bakery & Café in 2009 
as a bakery with a few sandwiches. 

But before long, customers were asking 
for traditional Greek fare and the café 
evolved into an all-in-one bakery, café 
and restaurant.  

“People come in and they dine, and 
they still buy their celebratory desserts 
and cakes from us,” Dimitra said. 

She said the restaurant’s quality of 
food and customer service set it apart 
from other Greek restaurants. Two of her 
four children—Mussa and Warda—work 
at the restaurant from time to time, she 
said, learning life lessons while creating a 
family atmosphere customers enjoy.

The family-friendly ambience extends 
to the way the Khans interact with their 
employees and their customers.

“We have customers who have come 
since day one,” Amjad said. “Since we’ve 
opened up in 2009, we see those people 
on a weekly basis. And that’s a real honor 
when you’re not sick and tired of our 
food and you keep coming.”

The care the couple pays to its family 
spreads to the quality of the cuisine. The 
restaurant’s chocolate cakes are baked 
with real Belgian chocolate and home-
made buttercream, while cucumbers for 
the homemade tzatziki sauce—as well as 
bell peppers, eggplant and tomaotes dur-
ing the summer months—come from the 
family’s own organic garden. 

“We, ourselves, like to eat in family-
owned restaurants so we know the 
importance of customer service and 
quality,” Dimitra said. “We would never 
bring food out to someone’s table that we 
wouldn’t eat ourselves.”

The couple emphasizes quality ingre-
dients and healthy eating with its meals 

as the restaurant does not use fryers, 
does not cook with trans fats and refuses 
to cut corners. Instead of fries as a side, 
Euro Bakery serves baked pita chips with 
olive oil and herbs. 

“[This is] one of the healthiest concepts 
of Greek food,” Amjad said. “We eat 
everything in here, my kids, my family. 
My brothers and sisters come and eat 
here all the time. So we feed [our custom-
ers] what we eat.”

Dimitra said she has had a passion for 
cooking since she was young, watch-
ing cooking shows on PBS. But it was 
not until she and her husband married 
in 1996 that she really started cooking. 
When the couple moved to Texas in 2001 
to be closer to his family, they noticed a 
lack of quality bakeries in the area.

“You find the best food from any eth-
nicity, whatever you want to eat, you find 
the best over there [in New York],” she 
said. “When we moved here, everything 
was so corporate. There weren’t really 
small businesses or small restaurants, 
so we missed that, and so we thought it 
would be a good idea to open a [bakery].”

First known as a bakery, the couple 
said its Greek custard pie, chocolate 
cakes and cookies are all popular. 

Aside from its famous desserts, the 
restaurant offers some distinctive lunch 
and dinner items. Euro Bakery & Café 
serves traditional Greek dishes, such as 
moussaka, pastitsio, spanakopita and 
gyros, but also some distinctive courses, 
such as the exotic chicken souvlaki, lamp 
chops and Alaskan salmon. 

“We’re probably one of the only [local 
restaurants] to serve wild salmon, and it 
really is wild,” she said.  

The Khans said they already host large 
events and hope to add a party hall next 
door soon to cater to groups of 100 or 
more. The couple said they are also con-
sidering adding more locations. 

DINING

5010 Louetta Road 
Spring • 281-257-3023
www.eurobakery-cafe.com
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–9 p.m.,  
Sun. 11 a.m.–6 p.m. 

From the menu
• Exotic chicken souvlaki: Grilled chicken 

breast marinated in spices and served over 
basmati rice. ($9.99–$14.99). 

• Lamb chops: Three grilled lamp chops 
marinated in Greek spices and served over 
basmati rice. ($17.99). 

• Greek custard pie: Phyllo dough crust 
filled with custard and honey. ($24.99). 

Cooking classes
Euro Bakery & Café offers cooking classes 
once or twice a month from 3–5 p.m. on 
Saturdays, while classes are also taught 
to private groups. Classes are $50, which 
includes demonstrations, participation, 
copies of the recipes and generous 
samplings of the dishes. For more cooking 
tips from Dimitra Khan, visit her cooking 
blog at www.dimitrasdishes.com. 

The restaurant’s exotic chicken souvlaki is one 
of its most popular dishes ($9.99–$14.99).

The restaurant’s chocolate cakes are made with 
Belgian chocolate and homemade buttercream. 

Euro Bakery & Café offers a wide variety of 
cookies made with real butter.

By Matt Stephens

NOW HIRING

 Kuykendahl - Creekside 
ALL POSITIONS

281-516-9602
Full-time and Part-time Positions Available

Please Apply Online at www.heb.com/careers, Keyword Creekside
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Kevin Brady
U.S. Representative, 8th District of Texas
By  David Pollan 

U.S. Rep. Kevin Brady of Texas may 
never have intended on representing 
Texas in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, but said he has always had a passion 
to serve and give back to the community, 
a trait instilled in him by his mother. 

“[My mother] taught us to be indepen-
dent, optimistic, to have faith in God and 
to give back to the community in which 
we live,” Brady said. “She had us involved 
up to our ears in the church, Boy Scouts, 
sports, school clubs—she kept us busy. 
My mom is a remarkable woman, and 
everything I am I owe to her.”

Brady’s desire to be a steward of his 
community dates back to his days as a 
chamber of commerce executive in The 
Woodlands, a job he held for 18 years. 
It continued when he was elected to the 
Texas House of Representatives where 
he served for six years. Since 1997, he has 

served as the U.S. representative for the 
8th Congressional District of Texas, which 
includes all of Montgomery, Walker, Hous-
ton, San Jacinto, Trinity, Grimes, Madison 
and parts of Leon and Harris counties. 
Brady is running for re-election to his seat 
in the upcoming November election after 
defeating challenger Craig McMichael in 
the March 6 Texas primary election. 

“I never intended to serve in Congress,” 
Brady said. “Since creating jobs and 
helping small businesses was my career, 
I believed I could help improve the U.S. 
economy and continue serving families 
and communities in Congress.”

As a member of the House, Brady 
chairs the Joint Economic Committee and 
the House Ways and Means Subcommit-
tee on Health and has been an integral 
part in legislation that has cut taxes. He 
has also helped pass key trade agreements.

PEOPLE

What are some pieces of 
legislation you are working 
on that will directly have an 
effect on your constituents?

Stopping President Barack 
Obama’s tax increases on families 
and businesses—especially on 
our Texas energy businesses—is 
almost a full-time job. Leading 
the Joint Economic Commit-
tee, I’ve been pushing for getting 
Washington out of the way so this 
disappointing recovery can pick 
up steam. The Texas economy is 
strong, but a lot of the country is 
still struggling through the weak-
est recovery in half a century. 

Spending cuts can get us half-
way back to a balanced budget, 
but we need a much stronger 
economy to finish the job and 
start paying down our danger-
ous national debt. That’s why tax 
reform is so important, why we 
need a time out on the Wash-
ington red tape that’s strangling 
our local businesses—and why 
we need my Sound Dollar Act to 
reform the Federal Reserve and 
protect the purchasing power of 
the dollar. 

What can be done on a 
federal level to get money to 
the state to help fund local 
transportation projects?

The way Washington funds 
our highways is outdated and 
inefficient. Too much of the 
taxes you and I pay at the gas 
pump are diverted to non-
roadway projects. Lengthy 

delays and higher costs from 
slow federal permitting are 
all too common and roadway 
programs don’t coordinate with 
our rail, waterway, ports and air 
infrastructure. 

Unfortunately, I don’t see the 
current Senate adopting the real 
reforms that are long overdue, so 
we probably won’t see a long-term 
solution any time soon. While I’d 
like to see Washington allow the 
states to recapture their gas tax 
money and keep it here in Texas, 
my guess is that most progress on 
roadway funding will occur at the 
state level for now.  

What is the role of the 
federal government 
when it comes to local 
transportation funding? 

Today, Texans pay 38.4 cents 
in taxes per gallon of gas at the 
pump. Twenty cents stays here 
in Texas and 18.4 cents goes to 
Washington. The federal govern-
ment uses a formula and grants 
to return dollars to the state. 
Until recently, when Washington 
started using general revenue 
to plug the hole in the highway 
trust fund, Texas was a “donor 
state,” which meant we got back 
less than we sent in. 

We need serious, 21st cen-
tury reforms in Washington 
that capture the dollars locally, 
streamline the process and give 
more control to local authorities 
to move projects more quickly 
and affordably. 

Without repealing the 
Affordable Care Act, what 
changes do you think 
should be made?

Repealing the law and replac-
ing it with affordable, patient-
centered health care is still my 
goal. Until then, delaying or 
ending the mandate that forces 
families to buy government-
approved health care they don’t 
want, don’t need and can’t afford 
is the highest priority. Ending 
the mandate on local businesses 
is another top priority because 
it’s already forcing companies to 
cut hours, cut jobs and put their 
hiring on hold. 

The ACA’s 23 new taxes are 
just being felt and over time will 
force companies to drop their 
health care at work and move 
workers into the government 
exchanges. The Medicare cuts 
are just starting. Over time they 
will make it harder for local 
health care providers to treat our 
elderly by shrinking reimburse-
ment for needed health care. 
 
What can the federal  
government do to ensure 
the success of business in 
America?

Get out of the way. Create the 
best business climate on the planet 
by fixing the broken tax code. 
Rein in the IRS and excessive fed-
eral regulation. Encourage more 
American-made energy and allow 
us to sell it globally. Pass free trade 
agreements that allow Texas and 
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American companies to compete 
and win customers around the 
world and encourage innovation. 
    
What are the biggest  
concerns facing future  
generations of Americans?

The federal government is 
living beyond its means and that 
debt will have a huge impact on 
our children and grandchildren. 

They will face a more sluggish 
economy, fewer jobs, higher taxes 
and higher interest rates. It’s 
wrong that they won’t have the 
same opportunity to live a better 

life than their parents did.
 Too many people in Washing-

ton believe “government made 
America great and more govern-
ment can make America great 
again.” I don’t. I have more faith 
in the American people than in 
Washington to know what’s right 
for them and how to spend their 
own money. 

There isn’t a challenge facing 
America we can’t overcome. But 
we can’t look to Washington for 
all the answers. The answers are 
here at home, in our people, our 
churches and our communities.
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Whole Foods 
Champions
Store brings modern grocery 
experience to The Vintage

T he eighth Houston-area location, Whole Foods 
Champions opened June 25 in The Vintage 
Marketplace, bringing healthy food and com-

munity partnerships to the Spring/Klein community. 
“We’re very proud of what we’ve built and very proud 

to get to know the Champions community,” said Jea-
nette Webster, community relations coordinator.

The 44,000-square-foot location features 10 registers 
and 17 aisles of grocery products, not including its 
dairy, meat, produce, self-serve or prepared food sec-
tions. The store sells more than 250 varieties of organic 
fruits and vegetables. Webster said the store hopes to 
showcase products from local farmers and brewers. 

She said the new location employs about 200 people 
with about 20 percent transferring from other loca-
tions. In addition to providing new jobs, the store gave 
1 percent of all purchases from June 25–30 to local 
nonprofits, such as the Klein ISD Foundation, the D. 
Bradley McWilliams YMCA, Barbara Bush Library 
Friends and Cypress Creek Foundation for the Arts 
and Community Enrichment. 

“The best way to get to know a community is to 
partner with organizations that have been there a long 
time,” Webster said. “Community partnerships are 
very important to [Whole Foods].”

By Matt Stephens

CLOSE-UP

10133 Louetta Road, Houston
281-803-6396
www.wholefoodsmarket.com
Hours: Sun.–Sat. 8 a.m.–10 p.m. 

Whole Foods Champions
1  Whole Foods Champions held its grand opening June 25 at the 

new location in The Vintage. One percent of customer purchases from 
June 25–30 went to various nonprofit organizations. 

2  The new grocery store offers a variety of food options for cus-
tomers on the go, including a salad bar, olive bar, sandwich and sushi 
stations along with an in-house bar offering 16 different beers on tap. 

3  With baked goods and meat prepared in-house, Whole Foods 
Champions offers a wide array of fresh food. None of the food at the 
store includes artificial flavors, colors or preservatives. 

4  Whole Foods Champions houses distinctive dining options, such 
as pizza prepared in a wood-fired oven. The store is the first Whole 
Foods location to offer a wood-grilled Peruvian-style chicken venue.   

1

2 3

4

PRESENT THIS AD AND RECEIVE A 10% 
DISCOUNT ON YOUR TICKET!

TexRepTheatre.org 
Box Offi  ce
281.583.7573 
14243 Stuebner Airline, Houston 77069

July 10th through August 3rd

“The Toe-Tappin’, Heel 
Stompin’ Country Music 

Sensation!”

NW Houston’s Critically Acclaimed Professional Theatre
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Spring/Klein effects
Changes could be made system-wide to 

METRO’s bus routes next June, and Spring’s 
bus routes are no exception. Spieler said 
Route 86—which connects from the Spring 
Park and Ride to FM 1960—could be split 
into two separate routes that will service 
new areas of Spring, provide shorter wait 
times and provide better service during 
non-peak hours. 

The average monthly weekday ridership 
for the 2014 fiscal year has increased more 
than 31 percent to nearly 3,600 riders per 
weekday, according to METRO. 

Route 86 currently splits into two dif-
ferent bus routes—one that goes to Spring 
and one that goes to Greenspoint—Spieler 

said. The new planned routes—96 and 
97—could provide two separate options, 
both of which connect to the Spring Park 
and Ride and have stops near significant 
Spring destinations, such as Lone Star Col-
lege–North Harris, the Houston Methodist 
Willowbrook Hospital and various medical 
buildings near FM 1960 and I-45. 

Route 96 will also service an under-
served area as it will travel north from the 
Greenspoint station through Imperial Val-
ley Drive between I-45 and the Hardy Toll 
Road, Spieler said.

 “You’re seeing that frequent service into 
Greenspoint,” Spieler said. “You’re seeing 
better service to the hospitals at [FM] 1960 
and [I-]45, and you’re seeing more frequent 
service to sections of 1960.” 

Although the changes may not be as dra-
matic as other areas of the plan, Spieler said 
it could lead to significantly shorter wait 

times. Looking at a matrix of 30 random 
locations between the current system and 
the reimagined plan, the most significant 
improvement came near FM 1960 and 
I-45—at Peakwood and Cali drives—where 
there could be an estimated 30-minute 
reduction in wait time. 

Barbara Thomason, president of the 
Houston Northwest Chamber of Com-
merce, said she would like to see additional 
cover and aesthetically pleasing improve-
ments at bus stops through the area as part 
of METRO’s improvements. Thomason 
said she believes transit will continue to 
be essential as the region grows, especially 
around employment centers along Hwy. 
249 and I-45. 

 “Anywhere there are business centers, 
commercial centers of activity, we need 
bus service,” Thomason said. “It’s just those 
other areas I’m not quite sure about.”

Although she admits some residents in 
the Spring area do not appreciate the bus 
service along FM 1960, she said many of the 
perceived negative effects of bus service—
such as aesthetic changes or decreased 
property values—are more symptomatic of 
growth. 

“People—when they come here—were 
looking for peace and quiet and tranquil 
neighborhoods, but growth happens,” she 
said. “I’m not sure what the impact is that 
would be negative in [terms of] bus service. 
I do know that anytime [communities] 
decide not to improve infrastructure and 
access, there can be ramifications.” 

The Houston Northwest Chamber is 
part of an ongoing Livable Center Study 
with the Houston-Galveston Area Council 
that is examining possible improvements 
to areas of FM 1960. Thomason said the 
study will consider improving mobility in 

96
30 MINUTE 
HEADWAY

95
60 MINUTE 
HEADWAY

96
END OF THE LINE

95
END OF THE LINE

TRANSIT CENTER

PARK & RIDE

Source: Houston METRO

Green:  Local buses run every 31 to 60 
minutes, at least 14 hours a day, seven 
days a week. The line will connect to transit 
centers, frequent local buses and Metro’s 
light rail system.

METRO’s system reimagining could affect bus services in the 
Spring/Klein area, where ridership has seen a significant increase 
in recent years. The plan will not affect the local park and rides, 
however, which have also seen a rise in ridership year over year.

Blue:  Local buses run every 16 to 30 
minutes. This route will provide connections 
to many places in Metro’s service area, 
which includes unincorporated Harris 
County and the city of Houston.

Transit in Spring/Klein 
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Continued from | 1
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Route 86—which connects the 
Spring Park and Ride to areas 
along FM 1960—saw average 
weekday ridership increase from 
2,700 riders to nearly 3,600 in 
the last five years. Ridership 
increases shown are from 
averages from October 2009 
though May 2010 to October 
2013 through May 2014.  
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in the area. 
For information on 
additional routes visit  
www.ridemetro.org.Spring/  
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Spring/ 
Ella Blvd.

Houston Methodist
Willowbrook Hospital

LSC–University Park

Willowbrook Mall
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NEW PATIENTS 
WELCOME 

6111 CYPRESS CREEK PARKWAY #207
HOUSTON TX 77069
281-440-1050
WWW.CHAMPIONSDENTIST.COM

PREVENTIVE CARE 

DIGITAL X-RAYS 

CROWN & BRIDGE RESTORATIONS

TEETH WHITENING

DENTAL IMPLANTS
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QUALITY DENTAL PLAN MEMBERSHIP.
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the area, including walkable pathways and 
bicycle improvements. 

The study is scheduled for completion in 
September. 

Although the chamber has not taken a 
stance on METRO’s improvements, Thom-
ason said the community’s input will be key 
to determining the future of transit in the 
area. She said rail could be an option for 
the community and bus service could be 
expanded further north along I-45. 

Myeshi Briley, president of the Spring-
Klein Chamber of Commerce, also sug-
gested rail as a possible option for the 
area and said there have been discussions 
about bus services within the community 
through private organizations. However, 
she said she would like to see community 
input determine future transit options. 

“I think transit is so important in such a 
growing area,” Briley said. “That’s [part of] 

our next phase, working closely with those 
groups to let them know what’s needed in 
the Spring/Klein area.” 

Springwoods Village transit
Keith Simon, executive director for 

Coventry Development Corporation, the 
Springwoods Village Developer, said Cov-
entry had discussions with METRO two 
years ago and believes transit will eventu-
ally be necessary for the community. 

“We’re estimating 45,000 jobs just in 
Springwoods Village [upon completion], 
not to mention all the jobs just outside 
of it,” Simon said. “When you look at the 
younger generation of employees that are 
the future, they’re a lot more open to using 
transit and desire to use transit.” 

Simon said Springwoods Village has been 
designed for multi-modal mobility with as 
many as 25-30 miles of pathways planned 

and wider roads for cyclists. Some employ-
ees may opt to relocate to Springwoods Vil-
lage—which will house 15,000 people upon 
completion—but many employees will pre-
fer to live elsewhere and commute to work. 

The Grand Parkway could make com-
muting to Springwoods Village easier when 
Segments F-1, F-2 and G are completed 
next year, he said, but some employees 
may prefer transit. Simon said a bus service 
could be an option either through METRO 
or through other means funded by the Har-
ris County Improvement District No. 18. 

“We always thought that as Springwoods 
Village builds out that it might have its own 
system of buses that would take people 
from a transit station to its place of work,” 
he said. “You could imagine a bus or two 
circulating around Springwoods Village on 
a regular schedule and either taking them 
to work or taking them to a transit station.” 

The expansion of METRO’s North Line 
Rail could be another option for Spring-
woods Village if it could expand further 
north along I-45, Simon said. However, 
METRO officials said there are no current 
plans to expand the rail. 

Spieler said METRO will continue to 
consider future transit options for Spring-
woods Village, including park and rides. 
However, the region does present chal-
lenges, such as how a transit system could 
work with a private corporation like Exx-
onMobil and how to get employees from a 
transit center to their jobs.

“The key is not to get somewhere near 
their job, but to get to their job,” he said. 

What transit improvement would you most like to see in 
Spring/Klein? 

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/skl-poll
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Average Weekday  
Park and Ride Ridership

Kuykendahl
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All park and rides

2,004

1,404

31,411

Oct. ‘12–
May ’13 %Change

2,068

1,438

32,827

3.2%
2.4%
4.5%

Although park and rides are not a part of METRO’s system reimagining 
plan, METRO is studying ways to address reverse commuters who live 
downtown and commute to employment centers on the outer edges of 
Houston, such as Springwoods Village in Spring. The nearby Spring and 
Kuykendahl Park & Rides have combined for more than 3,500 average 
weekday boardings in the 2014 fiscal year. 

Residents who would like to attend a public workshop to learn more 
about the METRO system reimagining and to provide feedback still 
have several opportunities left. All workshops are from 6–8 p.m. For 
more information on the new system, visit www.ridemetro.org. 

July 10 – Hiram Clarke Multi-Purpose Service Center 

July 15 – Westbury Baptist Church 

July 17 – Third Ward Multi-Service Center 

July 21 – Sunnyside Multi-Service Center 

July 22 – Mangum-Howell Center 

July 24 – Northeast Multi-Service Center 

July 28 – Acres Homes Multi-Service Center 

July 31 – Kashmere Multi-Service Center

COMPLIMENTARY KIDS MEAL WITH PURCHASE OF ENTREE OR ROTISSERIE. 
MON-WED THROUGH AUGUST 28, 2014.  MENTION AD TO RECEIVE PROMOTION.  MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER SPECIAL OFFER.

                   249
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126-B Vintage Park Blvd.
832.843.7422

LOCATED IN VINTAGE PARK
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1/2 PRICE CARAFES OF PRIVATE LABEL TAP WINES EVERY THURSDAY STARTING AT 4 P.M.
EXP. AUGUST 28, 2014. MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER SPECIAL OFFER.

Oct. ‘13–
May ’14

LSC–North Harris

Greenspoint Mall

Various medical facilities
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Assisted Living 
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care

19929 Chasewood Park Dr.
Houston, TX 77070 • (281) 378-3277

brookdale.com

Limited AvAiLAbiLity. CALL Now!

The Solana® Vintage Park 

Assisted Living Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care

ALL THE PLACES LIFE CAN GO is a trademark of Brookdale Senior Living Inc., Nashville, TN, USA. 
®Reg. U.S. Patent and TM Office    18830-RES01-0214 LMM

The Solana Vintage Park Assisted Living and Memory Care is now 
open! The Solana features accommodations and amenities that will 
ensure your enjoyment today, along with services to meet your 
evolving needs! So, stop by, take a tour and see all the places life can 
go at The Solana Vintage Park. 

For more information, please call (281) 378-3277.

6911 FM 1960 W
Houston, TX 77069
281- 444-5740

888-647-6611  |  Four Houston Locations  |  AusTin • DALLAs • HousTon • sAn AnTonio

biLLiArDFAcTory.coMsigtheater.com

Summer clearance  
up to 40% off

oakmont pool table package $2599

complete 5-piece Game room Set – Was $3995
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2014-15 school year, said LSC-University 
Park President Shah Ardalan. 

 “We don’t track it because it [is] part of a 
system, but if University Park was a stand-
alone college, it would be the fastest grow-
ing college in the country,” Ardalan said. 

Ardalan said growth has occurred across 
the entire campus, but the Associate of Arts 
degree remains the campus’ most popular 
degree. LSC-University Park also empha-
sizes science, technology, engineering and 
manufacturing programs. With the open-
ing of the Engineering and Manufacturing 
Institute this fall, he said technical courses 
will see a 470 percent growth this semester. 

“It’s not that demand [for engineering 
courses] wasn’t there,” Ardalan said. “It’s 
that we couldn’t accommodate it.”

Laughter said the need for LSCS contin-
ues to grow with as many as one in every 
four high school graduates within the LSCS 
service area taking classes at LSCS this fall. 

Judy Rimato, associate superintendent 
for communications and planning for Klein 
ISD, said 24 percent of Klein’s 2013 gradu-
ates attended or are enrolled in classes at a 
LSCS campus. Rimato said the school dis-
trict also has partnerships with LSC-Uni-
versity Park, including dual-credit classes. 

“They’re a great asset to the school dis-
trict,” she said. “We have a great partner-
ship with Lone Star [College].”

Spring ISD has a similar relationship 
with LSC-North Harris, said Spring ISD 
Communications Director Karen Garri-
son. Spring ISD’s Early College Academy at 
Southridge High School allows students to 
take classes toward a LSCS associate degree.

Garrison said 580 Spring ISD graduates 
were enrolled in LSCS classes in 2012. 

“We recognize and appreciate the role 
that Lone Star College plays in that process 
[of preparing students for life after gradua-
tion],” Garrison said. 

Addressing the growth
The 2013 bond referendum would have 

provided $497.7 million of funding for 
projects throughout LSCS had it passed 
in May of last year. Laughter said low 
voter turnout and organized opposition in 

Montgomery County may have led to the 
referendum’s failure. 

“If we held an election in November, 
the turnout would be much larger, and we 
would do a better job of communicating 
our needs,” Laughter said. 

The amount of a bond referendum in 
November has not been announced. How-
ever, there are still hundreds of millions 
of dollars in projects that have yet to be 
funded from 2013’s bond package. 

Some projects, including the new Creek-
side campus in The Woodlands and the new  
East Aldine Center near I-45 and Beltway 
8, are being constructed using other avail-
able money. The Creekside campus is being 
constructed with $36.3 million in revenue 
bonds, or bonds paid for by user-generated 
fees. The East Aldine Center will be built 
using the Federal New Markets Tax Credit 
Program, which could fund a portion of 
the $25 million required to build the center. 

However, the college system does not 
have enough available funding to construct 
all of the remaining projects, Laughter said. 

“The problem with the projects remain-
ing from the 2013 bond election is con-
struction costs have gone up so much with 
all the construction we have going up in the 
area,” he said. “We’re going to have to try to 
figure out [another] way to get those proj-
ects built.” 

The 2013 bonds would have given LSC-
University Park $59.3 million for projects, 
including arts and science buildings. 

“The demand [for those buildings] has 
not only been there, but it’s surpassed the 
expectations that we have,” Ardalan said. 

Laughter said LSCS has increased its 
online courses, but increased online enroll-
ment is not the long-term answer. 

“Some classes you can take online, some 
you can’t, and some students just don’t do 
well with online classes,” he said. “[More 
online courses] cause technology issues as 
well, so we need to expand that capacity. 
Even online students come to the campus. 
They come here to use student services 
[and] the library. That continues to put a 
strain on our infrastructure.” 

Lone Star
Continued from | 1

Cost by campus

Bond Overview

University Park Projects North Harris Projects

Total Cost

2013 Bond Breakdown2013 Bond Breakdown
The 2013 bond election could have provided $497.7 million in projects 
for the LSCS had it passed last May. Some projects—including the Creek-
side campus and East Aldine Center—are being constructed using other 

available money, but a future bond election could be 
necessary for most projects. 

• New instructional, support buildings – 996,000 sf
• Renovations to existing facilities – 252,000 sf
• Additional parking – 5,630 spaces
• Improved campus safety and security

• Expanded and upgraded technology infrastructure

• Improved traffic flow and campus access

New instructional science building – 50,000 sf
New instructional arts building – 45,000 sf
Additional parking – 170 spaces
Renovations  – 48,000 sf

Source: Lone Star College System

New instructional building – 70,000 sf
New workforce training building – 50,000 sf
New instructional building – 50,000 sf
Additional parking – 930 spaces
New loop road and Richey Road entry drive
Renovations – 16,000 sf
LSC-Victory Center expansion – 25,000 sf 
Future East Aldine Center 

$497.7  Million

LSC 
Cy Fair

LSC 
Kingwood

LSC 
Montgomery

LSC 
N. Harris

LSC 
Tomball

LSC 
Univ. Park

System
wide projects

$120 Mil.
$100Mil.
$80 Mil.
$60 Mil.
$40 Mil.
$20 Mil.

$0

$55
Million $38
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$39
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$59
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For more information visit impactnews.com

First Class Service
www.LouettaAuto.com

Mon-Fri  7am-7pm
Saturday  7am-6pm
Mon-Fri  7am-7pm
Saturday  7am-6pm
Mon-Fri  7am-7pm
Saturday  7am-6pm
Mon-Fri  7am-7pm
Saturday  7am-6pm

8330 Cypresswood Dr.   832.559.3427
Located at the corner of  

Champion Forest & Cypresswood, behind Kroger

O
F

F

 Most vehicles. Service must total $500 prior to 
sales tax to qualify. Cannot be combined with any 
other coupon/special offer. Limited time offer.

25$

O
F

F

50$
ANY SERVICE $500 OR MORE

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

 Most vehicles. Service must total $999 prior to 
sales tax to qualify. Cannot be combined with any 
other coupon/special offer. Limited time offer.

 Most vehicles. Service must total $150 prior to 
sales tax to qualify. Cannot be combined with any 
other coupon/special offer. Limited time offer.

O
F

F

125$
ANY SERVICE $999 OR MORE

SERVICE SUPERSAVER 3-PACK

O
F

F

10$

O
F

F

7$

STATE INSPECTION DISCOUNT

XCICA21407

Receive $7 OFF regularly state mandated fee for annual emissions 
inspection. Regular price $39.75. Texas state law specifies that inspection fee 

must be paid regardless of  pass or fail. Coupon valid for emissions inspections 
only. Cannot be combined with any other coupons or special offers. Limited time.

b
OFFICIAL VEHICLE

INSPECTION STATION
.
.
.
.

ALSO INCLUDES 21 PT INSPECTION

Discount applies to regularly priced oil changes only.
Cannot combine with any other special offers or discounts. Limited time.

Change Oil
New Oil Filter 
Check Fluids
Set Tire Pressure

XCICA11407

XCICA31407 XCICA41407 XCICA51407

ANY SERVICE $150 OR MORE

(most cases)

OPEN SATURDAY

3 Yr / 36,000 Mile Warranty

Import & Domestic Service

ASE Certified Technicians

Customer Shuttle Service

Same Day Service

State Inspection Station

Free Written Estimates

Factory Maintenance

Free Loaner Cars*

0% Financing Available

Post-Repair Follow Up Call

(All Makes 
& Models)

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.
*major repairs



Featured Neighborhood
Champion Forest 77379

Home values: $190,000–$6,000,000

HOA dues (estimated): $400 annually

Amenities: Garden club, Vintage Park, Champions Golf 
Course, Raveneaux Country Club

Nearby attractions: Easy access to downtown, The 
Woodlands and the upcoming ExxonMobil Campus in 
Spring

Property taxes (in dollars):

Harris County  0.41 
Harris County Dpt. Education  0.01 
Harris County ESD 16 0.05 
Harris County Flood Control 0.03 
Harris County Hospital 0.17 
Harris County MUD 367 0.70 
Klein ISD 1.43 
Harris County EMSD 11 0.05 
Lone Star College  0.12 
Port of Houston 0.02 

Total (per $100 value) 2.99

Market Data provided by 
Michael D. Gonzalez

RE/MAX Evolve
www.MyAgent21.com

REAL ESTATE

Homes on the market (May 2014)

Featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (May 1, 2013–May 31, 2014)

No. of homes for sale 28

No. of homes under contract 12

Average days on the market 73

No. of homes sold 96

Square footage (low/high) 1,382 / 6,511

Selling price (low/high) $190,000 / $6,000,000

6 Bedroom / 4 Full, 3 Half Bath 6,511 sq. ft.
Agent: Linda Peters, Berkshire Hathaway 
281-655-4443

9303 Tranquil Park Drive           $765,000 

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Full, 1 Half Bath              3,419 sq. ft.   
Agent: Naila Burki, Burki Realty Group  
713-781-9900

8222 Redchurch Drive              $249,900

5 Bedroom / 3 Full, 2 Half Bath 5,685 sq. ft. 
Agent: Barbara Alcamo, RE/MAX Vintage 
281-376-9900

9618 Windrush Drive           $610,000

4-5 Bedroom / 3.5 Full Bath, 1 Half Bath 4,303 sq. ft. 
Agent: Fred McDaniel, Pinnacle Real Estate, LLC  
832-482-4647

8619 Ashridge Park               $459,900
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Market Data On the market  (May 2014)
Number of homes for sale/ Average days on the market for last six months

Price Range 77066 77068 77069 77070 77379 77388 77389

$149,999 or under 19/48 5/14 2/116 11/36 10/31 19/69 5/25

$150,000–$199,999 26/53 10/46 7/55 20/33 25/27 28/42 3/19

$200,000–$299,999 7/49 10/59 15/35 19/21 92/40 36/50 25/60

$300,000–$399,999 — 6/39 9/48 3/66 66/33 20/58 38/55

$400,000–$499,999 — 1/142 6/69 2/14 38/49 3/105 19/65

$500,000–$599,999 — 4/51 4/55 2/2 4/50 4/180 16/66

$600,000–$799,999 — 4/94 3/85 4/25 17/63 3/105 33/68

$800,000–$999,999 — 1/20 2/44 2/60 3/108 — 21/71

$1 million + — 3/68 — — 9/36 — 43/105

Monthly home sales
Number of homes sold/Average price

Price Range 77066 77068 77069 77070 77379 77388 77389

May 2014 35/$136,268 23/$269,413 30/$282,408 44/$196,620 143/$253,758 78/$206,758 74/$465,070

May 2013 24/$123,720 16/$190,208 29/$231,300 58/$165,767 135/$241,153 94/$185,482 98/$380,345

April 2014 21/$146,481 10/$197,500 28/$273,292 48/$197,883 122/$243,018 63/$193,008 72/$410,108

March 2014 24/$137,596 25/$168,874 15/$240,808 51/$196,862 126/$266,064 64/$203,124 80/$412,435

Feb. 2014 16/$98,974 13/$142,926 19/$219,310 30/$145,207 78/$219,544 42/$191,437 51/$335,878

Jan. 2014 15/$115,174 7/$399,128 10/$223,070 26/$150,998 65/$237,721 38/$176,343 39/$465,509

Dec. 2013 13/$133,536 19/$316,752 20/$242,611 33/$173,466 102/$252,671 85/$191,847 65/$384,731

Nov. 2013 23/$124,939 9/$164,661 17/$203,305 36/$158,208 90/$227,079 70/$180,620 51/$402,036

Oct. 2013 26/$115,976 21/$189,622 22/$218,560 51/$174,634 131/$219,846 75/$156,910 61/$306,662

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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Join our company today and give your 
career a jumpstart.

CARE TO JOIN US? 
If you think you've got what it 

takes to join this energetic 
and vibrant work atmosphere, 

email Michael Gonzalez at: 
michaelgonzalez@remax.net.

11945 Silver Leaf Lane
White Oak Estates $475,000

Evolve

20551 I-45 N Suite E | Spring, Texas 77388 | 281-907-6339 | michaelgonzalez21@gmail.com | www.MyAgent21.com

Re/Max Evolve welcomes 
Dawn Ellen

Dawn brings over 21 years of 
experience. Contact Dawn Ellen at 

832.404.2786 or
 DawnEllen@remax.net



Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print



Our story is your story } and it’s not science fiction

710 Cypress Creek Parkway | 281-440-1000 | hnmc.com

{Smaller incisions. Less pain. Faster recovery}

45

FM 1960

FM 1960

Cali Dr.

Our physicians use some of the latest in surgical and robotics  

technologies beneficial for performing both routine and complex 

surgery. Featuring a magnified 3D high-definition vision system and 

tiny wristed instruments, surgeons are able to operate with enhanced 

vision, precision and dexterity while maintaining 100% control. 

We’re taking surgery beyond the limits of the human hand. And it’s 

not science fiction. Visit us at www.hnmc.com to learn more.

Houston Northwest Medical Center is invested in by physicians.
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