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Grassroots groups, studies aid 
unincorporated Harris County

Projects improve unincorporated Spring

Pieces planned for completion in 2015

ExxonMobil’s 386-acre campus was the driver for the creation of Springwoods Village, an 1,800-acre master-planned community near I-45 and the Hardy Toll Road. 

By Matt Stephens
Coventry Development Cor-

poration purchased 1,800 acres 
off of I-45 and the Hardy Toll 
Road in 1961 and sat on the land 
for 47 years, waiting for the right 
job creator. ExxonMobil  came 
along in 2008 and Springwoods 
Village has been under develop-
ment ever since. With employees 
already relocating to the 386-acre 
campus and construction sched-
uled for completion in 2015, the 
master-planned community is 
becoming a reality. 

“There will be more than 
12,000 people working in Spring-
woods Village, and by that time 
we’ll have about 1,200 people 
living in Springwoods Village as 

well [by the end of 2015],” Cov-
entry Executive Vice President 
Keith Simon said.  “There will be 
a lot of activity in that area in the 
next 12-18 months. That’s a big 
priority for us to get that going 
and get those amenities for the 
people who live and work there.”

Residential, commercial
Springwoods Village will 

accommodate a population of 
15,000 people and as many as 
35,000-45,000 employees upon 
completion.  

Commercial development is 
well underway with the relo-
cation of 10,000 ExxonMobil 
employees having begun in late 
March. 

By Matt Stephens
Grassroots improvement programs and 

improvement studies are on the rise in the 
Spring/Klein area as organizations find inno-
vative ways to raise funding for improve-
ments in unincorporated portions of Harris 
County Precinct 4. The precinct is larger than 
eight states in the U.S. and about 70 percent 
of the precinct is unincorporated. 

“The county is limited in revenue streams 
compared to many cities,” Precinct 4 Com-
munications Director Mark Seegers said. 
“The commissioner is challenging his capital 

improvements division to look at every proj-
ect from every possible angle, knowing that 
he’s got dollars worth of projects and a dime’s 
worth of budget.”

Although the county does what it can to 
provide for the needs of its unincorporated 
residents, Seegers said working and com-
municating with other organizations and 
improvement groups is integral to improving 
the region. 

 “I think it’s tremendously important 
because it takes an entire community to band 
together to make a difference,” said Barbara 
Thomason, president of the Houston North-
west Chamber of Commerce. “We seem to be 
fortunate as a community to have the kind of 

Construction is also nearing 
completion of the first phase of 
Southwestern Energy’s campus, 
a 10-story, 580,000-square-foot 
campus, which could be com-
pleted by the end of the year, 
Simon said. 

Another 10-acre site south of 
Southwestern Energy was sold to 
a company last fall, Simon said, 
with an announcement expected 
in the near future. 

He said the first phase of resi-
dential developers are already 
selling homes and leasing apart-
ments. Leasing manager Jason 
Cohen said five apartments have 
been pre-leased at the Belvedere 
Apartments, a 342-unit complex 
on Mossy Oaks Road.  

Cohen said the developer, 
Martin Fein, has received inter-
est from ExxonMobil and South-
western Energy employees as 
well as residents of the area who 
are looking to relocate to the 
development. 

“It’s not just people relocat-
ing from Fairfax, [Va.] with 
Exxon[Mobil],” Cohen said. “It’s 
people from the area who are 
interested as well, which shows 
you that word is getting around. 
It’s exciting to see the local 
response.”

The first phase of the complex 
will open May 10. It features a 
clubhouse and amenities for resi-
dents, Cohen said. Martin Fein 
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See Springwoods Village | 20

See Improvement projects | 22 

Precinct 4

Source: Harris County Precinct 4

Much of Harris County Precinct 4 is 
unincorporated, lacking some of the 
funding and services offered by a city.

• Total square miles: 389.6 
• Unincorporated square  

miles: 272.6
70% unincorporated

• 2010 population: 1,020,694
• Unincorporated population: 

702,133 
68.8% unincorporated

Geography

Population

Springwoods Village development continues
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PlanetFord.com866-879-9329

#1#1 1313IN 
HOUSTON 

FOR

STRAIGHT YEARS!

Ready for a new car. We make it easier and more affordable at Planet Ford. Purchase or 
lease an eligible new 2013 or 2014 Ford and you’ll receive $500!  When you combine this 
Student Bonus Cash with other current public incentives, it’s one math lesson you’ll love.

Randall & Sherry 
Reed, Owners

[1]#E1827. MSRP $40,540. W/ equip. $43,920-$2,750 equip. disc.-$3,000 fac. reb.-$5500 dlr. disc. Sale price: $32,670-$1,000 FCBC-$750 Trade Asst. 
FCBC Ford Credit Bonus Cash avail. w/ financing thru Ford Credit, W.A.C, Sales price+TT&L.†Trade in of ‘95 or newer FLM or competitive vehicle rqd. See 
dlr for details. Retail sales only. [2] $199Mo./39Mo. lease. $0 cust.cash dn $1000 due at signing, plus $1500 RCL Bonus Cash, Includes 1st Mo pymt, acq. 
fee, & TT&L. Sec. Dep. waived. Total due at signing $1651. Several w/ similar savings. W/ approved Ford Motor Credit. [3] $169Mo/39Mo. lease. $0 cust. 
cash dn, plus $1500 RCL Bonus Cash, includes 1st mo pymt, acq. fee & TT&L. Sec. Dep. waived. Total due at signing $2260. Several w/ similar savings. W/ 
approved Ford Motor Credit. *Excl. diesels. See dlr. for eligible new vehicles & plan details. Prem. Maint. Plan Coverage: 2yrs./25k miles. Plan Provides: Oil 
& filter changes+rqd. scheduled maint. every 7,500 miles or 6Mos. WAC. On select new models. During the program period. Qualification: all full-time 
& part-time college freshmen, sophomores, juniors, seniors, grad. students, trade school students & recent grads. Offer applies to qualifying residents of 
the U.S. & only applicable to sales in U.S. See dlr for full details & eligibility. © Copyright WCAG. Exp. 7/31/14

SUMMERSUMMER

CONGRATS GRADS!

SIZZLINGSIZZLING
SAVINGSSAVINGS

Get a 2-Year Maintenance Plan When
You Buy Any New Vehicle!*

Hurry In for These Red-Hot Deals!

Use Those Math Skills To Add The Savings Up!

NEW ‘14 FORD F-150 SUPERCREW XLT
$11,250 $12,000

$13,000
Total Savings After 
$750 Trade Assist †

Total Savings

LEATHER, CONV. PKG., REAR CAM, TRAILER BRAKE, SIRIUS, HID, ALARM

Total Savings 
After $1000 FCBC*

1 2 3NEW 2014 FORD FUSION S

AUTO, KEYLESS ENTRY, SIRIUS, SYNC W/MYFORD

$169$199 LEASE 
FOR

LEASE 
FOR

$1000 TOTAL DUE AT SIGNING$1000 TOTAL DUE AT SIGNING

 FOR 39 
MOS.

 FOR 39 
MOS.

NEW 2014 FORD ESCAPE S

ECOBOOST, AUTO, KEYLESS ENTRY, SYNC W/MYFORD TOUCH, SIRIUS, POWER 
LIFTGATE, BLIND SPOT MIRRORS, ROOF RAILS, ALUM. WHEELS, ALARM

31 34
HWY
MPG

HWY
MPG

UDRIVES

PURCHASE PROGRAM
COLLEGE STUDENT

140425-P45-Community Impact.indd   1 4/28/14   2:38 PM
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P A I D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Je�  Beard, CCIM
President

INSIGHT.
LEADERSHIP.
EXPERTISE.

10077 Grogan’s Mill Road | Suite 135
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(281) 367-2220
www.jbeardcompany.com

Commercial Real 
Estate Leaders

LANDLORD & TENANT 
REPRESENTATION

SITE ACQUISITION

SALES & LEASING

REAL ESTATE
CONSULTING

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

The J. Beard Real Estate Company

F E A T U R E D  P R O P E R T I E S

FOR LEASE  128 VISION PARK, SHENANDOAH

• Various spaces available 
• Conveniently located on College Park Dr. (SH 242) 
 at Interstate 45 in The Woodlands
• Site is adjacent to St. Luke’s Hospital and The Woodlands 
 College Park High School, and across from 
 Sam Houston State University and Lone Star College
• Super Walmart, Lowe’s, Garden Ridge, Burlington and Kohl’s 
 are in the immediate trade area

• Three- story building; 5-acre site
• Typical fl oor plate:  25,000 SF; 75,000 SF available
• Estimated completion:  June 2014
• Tenants can start build out now
• Covered parking

  FOR LEASE  COLLEGE PARK PLAZA
3091 COLLEGE PARK DRIVE, THE WOODLANDS
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL

What development in and around 
Springwoods Village do you believe is 
most needed in the area?

  Residential development

  Commercial development

  Retail and restaurants

  Hotels and hospitality

  Transportation improvements

  I don’t believe new development is needed.

  Other  

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/skl-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

This month’s issue of Community Impact Newspaper examines 
Springwoods Village and its effects on the community. 

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
One of my fondest 

childhood memories is 
of the afternoons I spent 
berry picking. My fingers 
would remain stained 
for days, but spending an 
afternoon with my mom 
and siblings picking 
and eating berries is a 
memory I treasure.  

We are fortunate in 
this community to live 
among many farmers 

markets and produce farms. This month our Close Up 
on page 17 looks at some of the locations in our area 
where you can enjoy the very ripest of seasonal fruits 
and vegetables.

Although its roots remain significant to this com-
munity, the area is undergoing significant change. I-45 
near FM 2920 is constantly changing as the Spring-
woods Village development continues to advance. The 

ExxonMobil campus has gained national attention, and 
our cover story informs readers of the progress of this 
new campus and the effect on the community while 
providing you with a glimpse of some of the amenities 
this area will offer in the future. 

In this issue we also report on the improvement 
projects currently underway and some of the grassroots 
programs established that make these projects possible.  
These projects address community needs and offer resi-
dents and business owners the opportunity to join their 
neighbors in making a difference. 

The Spring/Klein residents and business owners have 
welcomed Community Impact  Newspaper warmly, and 
I thank the many of you who have taken the time to 
drop me an email or phone call.  We are committed to 
bringing you relevant news and features each and every 
month to help keep you informed of the news happen-
ing in your backyard.  

PUBLISHERS AND FOUNDERS

John and Jennifer Garrett
PUBLISHER - HOUSTON METRO

Jason Culpepper
GENERAL MANAGER

Patty McHugh, pmchugh@impactnews.com

Editorial
FOUNDING EDITOR  Cathy Kincaid

EXECUTIVE EDITOR  Shannon Colletti
MANAGING EDITOR  Emily Roberts

EDITOR  Matt Stephens
COPY EDITOR  Abigail Allen

STAFF WRITERS Jesse Mendoza, David Pollan, John Rigg
CONTRIBUTING WRITER  Christine Hall

Advertising
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE  Valerie Sanders

ACCOUNT COORDINATOR  Katy Sierk

Design
CREATIVE DIRECTOR  Derek Sullivan

GRAPHIC DESIGNER  Michael Martinez
AD PRODUCTION MANAGER  Tiffany Knudtson

Business
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER  Claire Love

CIRCULATION & OPERATIONS MANAGER  David Ludwick

About us
John and Jennifer Garrett began Community 

Impact Newspaper in 2005 in Pflugerville, Texas. 
The company’s mission is to build communities of 
informed citizens and thriving businesses through 

the collaboration of a passionate team. Now, with 16 
markets in the Austin, Houston and Dallas/Fort Worth 

metro areas, the paper is distributed to more than  
1 million homes and businesses.

Contact us
8400 N. Sam Houston Parkway W., Ste. 220

Houston, TX 77064 • 281-469-6181
impactnews.com

PRESS RELEASES  sklnews@impactnews.com
ADVERTISING  sklads@impactnews.com

COMMENTS  sklfeedback@impactnews.com
SUBSCRIPTIONS  impactnews.com/subscriptions

©2014 JG MEDIA INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. NO REPRODUCTION OF ANY PORTION 
OF THIS ISSUE IS ALLOWED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM THE PUBLISHER.

Patty McHugh
GENERAL MANAGER 

pmchugh@impactnews.com

 WHO WE ARE 

Publisher and founder John Garrett began Community Impact 
Newspaper after realizing the need for news with a hyperlocal 
focus in north Austin. It has grown to include eight editions in 
Central Texas and two in the Dallas/Fort Worth area. The Houston 
area has editions in Cy–Fair, Katy, Sugar Land/Missouri City, 
Tomball/Magnolia and The Woodlands. Now this same unbiased 
coverage is being distributed to residents in Spring and Klein. 

WHY IS IT FREE?
Readers will not be billed because the paper is ad supported. 
Editorial content is never paid for and has a journalistic integrity 
uncommon for a free publication. 

WHO GETS IT?
The paper is mailed monthly to all homes and businesses in 
the coverage area. We do not mail to post office boxes, but 
copies are available at the Houston Northwest and Spring-Klein 
chambers of commerce, at the Community Impact Newspaper 
office in Northwest Houston and online at impactnews.com.
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Turn on FOX 26 NEWS,  
download the MyFoxHouston app,  
logon to www.myfoxhouston.com,  
for more local news with IMPACT.

CAREERS, NOT JUST JOBS!
One Location, Many Opportunities.

LoneStar.edu/UP 281-290-2600  ·  20515 SH 249 (Corner of Louetta and SH 249) Houston, TX 77070



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com6  NEWS

45

45

1960

 
 

 

 
 Spears Rd.

   

        
   

   
  B

oudre
au

x R
d. 

 

 
   Spring Stuebner Rd.

 
 Zion Rd. 

 

          S
. C

herry S
t.

    
    

   D
owdell

 R
d.

   
             

   W

. R
ay

fo
rd

 R

d.

 
        G

o
sling

 R
d

.

                         N
o

rthcrest D
r.

 

  

   R
ile

y  
Fu

zz
el

 R
d.

      Bammel Rd.

 

 

 

   A
ldine W

estfield
 R

d
.

  

   
 

Louetta
 Rd.

 
Jo

nes Rd
.

 
 

 

 

    
  

 

Cypresswood Dr.

 

W
alters R

d.

        Ella B
lvd.                    S

chro
ed

er R
d

.
 

 

      C
utten R

d.

     Mills Rd.

 W
underlich D

r.

     R
ho

d
es R

d
.

249

SAM HOUSTON

 

 

     Hufsmith  Kuykendahl Rd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 S
prin

g C
yp

re
ss

 R
d.

    Cham

pion F
o

re
st D

r.

       F
alvel R

d
. 

             Ella Blvd.

 
 

              TC Jester B
lvd.

      E. Airtex Dr.

 

 
 

 
 

 
         H

u
ffsm

ith-K
ohrville R

d
.

2978

 
 

        Kuykendahl Rd.

Spring

 
E. Richey Rd.

2920

Map not to scale

IMPACTS

Rayford Rd.

Kuykendahl R
d.

Grant Rd.

S
tuebner A

irline R
d.

Hufsmith Rd.

Rankin Rd.

Veterans M
em

orial D
r.

SAM HOUSTONHARDY

E. Cyp resswood Dr.

H
olzw

arth R
d.

wine, white wine and beer. 281-651-5464. 
www.rakuurestaurant.com

9  AVA Orthodontics opened in 
February at 20920 Kuykendahl Road, 
Ste. F, Spring. The business provides a 
variety of options for braces for patients 
of all ages, including clear, ceramic, self-
ligating, lingual, invisible and traditional 
metal braces. AVA also provides 
Invisalign. 832-617-2222.  
www.avaorthodontics.com

Coming Soon

10  Anytime Fitness plans to open a 
new, 5,000-square-foot location May 
15 at 20631 Kukyendahl Road, Ste. 150, 
Spring. The 24-hour, co-ed fitness facility 
features a variety of fitness equipment 
and classes. In addition to membership 
to all Anytime Fitness locations, the 
fitness center offers 24-hour tanning 
and Fitness on Request, an on-demand 
fitness system that allows customers to 
select any fitness class on demand on 
video. 281-617-2588.  
www.anytimefitness.com  

11  A Supercuts is scheduled to open 
the second week of July in the Vintage 
Marketplace shopping center at 10123 
Louetta Road, Ste. 500. The hair salon 
will offer a wide array of hair services 
and products, including haircuts, color, 
highlights, shampooing and styling. 
www.supercuts.com 

12  An assisted living facility, Wood 
Glen Court, plans to open in July or 
August at 5000 Cypresswood Drive, 
Spring. The facility will have a capacity 
for 77 residents with private and semi-
private rooms. Services provided by 
the assisted living facility include 
dressing, bathing and medication 
management. Wood Glen Court will 
offer a variety of activities and outings as 
well as educational health and wellness 
programs. 281-223-1050. 

13  U.S. Memory Care will open a new 
location this spring at 10120 Louetta 
Road, Spring. The memory care facility 
cares for those with Alzheimer’s and 
dementia with various medical and 
community services available.  
www.usmemorycare.com 

14  Vein Clinics of America is 
planning a new location in Vintage 
Park at 122 Vintage Park Blvd., Bldg. 
E, Ste. G, Houston. The business 
offers consultation services along with 
treatment options for varicose veins. 
866-923-8346. www.veinclinics.com 

15  Colliers International has 
announced  Airtex Commerce Park, 
a new 320,000-square-foot warehouse 
development at 431 Airtex Drive, 
Houston. The warehouse development 

Now Open

1  Angry Burridos opened Feb. 7 at 
8921 Louetta Road, Ste. B, Spring. The 
eatery serves a wide variety of burrito 
options, including vegetable, steak, 
ground beef and chicken, on a choice 
of tortilla. Angry Burridos also offers 
other Tex Mex favorites, such as tacos, 
quesadillas and nachos. All food served 
by the restaurant is 100 percent kosher. 
281-257-2209.  
www.facebook.com/angryburridos 

2  The fifth Houston area Kroger 
Marketplace location opened April 11 at 
24350 Kuykendahl Road, Tomball. The 
120,000-square-foot grocery store sells 
groceries, gas, pharmaceutical supplies 
and apparel. The Kroger Marketplace 
also houses a Fred Meyer Jewelers, a 
Murray’s Cheese Shop, a health food 
section, and a variety of to-go food and 
beverage options. 281-205-0532.  
www.kroger.com 

3  TopChic Hair Studio opened in 
February at 11407 Spring Cypress 
Road, Ste. 450. The full-service, 

unisex hair salon owned by Phoenix 
Pham specializes in hair coloring and 
highlights. 281-251-6700.  
www.facebook.com/topchichairstudio 

4  B. de Vine Interior Design opened 
in Vintage Park at 122 Vintage Park 
Blvd., Ste. D, Spring in March. The 
business features furniture, décor and 
drapery for residential homes and 
commercial businesses and offers home 
consultations. 832-717-0299.  
www.facebook.com/
bdevineinteriordesign

5  The Learning Experience opened 
a Spring location at 6121 FM 2920 on 
March 17, with a grand opening planned 
for May 17. The business offers day care 
and preschool care for children ages 
6 weeks to 6 years old. Although the 
day care does not yet offer after school 
services, The Learning Experience will 
offer a variety of activities for its summer 
camps this summer, including nine 
thematic weeks with art, gymnastics, 
construction and other themes.  
281-257-4815.  
http://spring.tlechildcare.com 

6  Skinny Pig Pizza Shack opened 
at 417 Gentry St., Ste. N. in Old Town 
Spring in early May. The restaurant 
serves low-carb, gluten-free gourmet 
pizza with no added sugar or corn syrup. 
Skinny Pig Pizza’s food is ideal for 
diabetics or those customers following a 
low-carb or wheat-restrictive diet.  
832-598-6605. www.skinnypigpizza.com

7  Davis & Co. Art Gallery opened 
at 200 Main St. in Old Town Spring on 
March 29. The art gallery showcases 
artists from around the world as well as 
local artists from Spring and Houston. 
Davis & Co. features mostly paintings, 
sculptures and some photography while 
also hosting various art events.  
281-288-7777. www.dandcgallery.com

8  Rakuu opened April 24 at 5200 FM 
2920, Ste. 190, Spring. The Asian fusion 
restaurant serves a variety of Asian 
cuisine, including Japanese, Chinese and 
Vietnamese food. The eatery features a 
wide array of sushi options, including 
specialty rolls, as well as noodle, soup, 
rice and other distinctive Asian courses. 
Rakuu will soon be able to offer red 
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can lease to a variety of distribution 
businesses in its two buildings, including 
food, construction materials and oil 
and gas support services. The first 
166,000-square-foot building could 
house tenants by the end of the year.  
www.colliers.com

Relocations

16  Why Not Envy Me? relocated in Old 
Town Spring from 315 Gentry St., Ste. B1 
to 317 Gentry St., Ste. B1. The relocated 
boutique nearly tripled in size when it 
re-opened in April, offering candles, 
home décor, purses and other accessories 
and gifts. The shop hopes to open a wine 
bar in May that will serve wine and craft 
beer. 281-528-9868.  
www.whynotenvyme.com 

17  The Academy location at I-45 
and Rayford Road will be relocating 
sometime in 2014 to I-45 and Spring 
Cypress Road. Although the exact site 
of the location is unknown, the new 
71,000-square-foot store will provide the 
same products and services, including 
sporting goods, clothing, footwear, 
outdoor products and electronics.  
281-465-2400. www.academy.com 

18  Having served the community since 
1995, Carpet Villa & Floors moved from 
its old location on FM 1960 to 4714 FM 
1960 Road W., Houston in early April. 
The business offers floor installation, 
including carpet, wood, tile and rugs as 
well as granite countertops. Carpet Villa 
can provider flooring for residential and 
commercial development and keeps a 
large inventory of flooring in stock for 
next-day installation. 281-587-9959. 
www.carpetvilla.com 

Anniversaries

19  Emily Graham DDS celebrated 20 
years serving the area in March with her 
dental practice at 21301 Kuykendahl, 
Ste. D, Spring. Graham’s dental practice 
features four dentists and 12 staff 
members, offering a comprehensive 
hygiene program and state-of-the-art 
equipment to address any oral issues. 
Services offered include cosmetic, 
implant and family dentistry.  
281-351-2090. www.txbestdentist.com 

20  The Champions area Hurricane Grill 
and Wings at 4505 FM 1960 W., Houston 
celebrates its one-year anniversary in 
late May. The only Houston-area location 
of the Florida-based wing restaurant 
serves more than 30 flavors of traditional 
and boneless wings as well as burgers, 
sandwiches, wraps, salads, seafood and 
a wide array of appetizers and desserts. 
The eatery offers a varied beer selection 
and other beverages. 281-580-1386. 
www.hurricanewings.com News or questions about Spring or Klein? 

E-mail sklnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Matt Stephens

A new Kroger Marketplace location opened April 
11 at 24350 Kuykendahl Road, Tomball. 

2

The Learning Experience opened a new Spring 
location at 6121 FM 2920 March 17. 

The Davis & Co. Art Gallery opened in Old Town 
Spring March 29 at 200 Main St.  

7

5

Rakuu brought Asian fusion cuisine to Spring 
when it opened at 5200 FM 2920, Ste. 190. 

Emily Graham DDS celebrated her Spring dentist 
practice’s 20th anniversary in March. 
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For more information about our Parade of Showcase Homes: 
MainStreetAmerica.com

18750 I-45N in Spring, Exit 66B 281.645.0182

 THE NATION’S ONLY YEAR-RO
UND PARADE O

F SHOWCASE HOMES TM

Built Exclusively by:

This is the year to start 
building YOUR dream home!

• Custom builder   — Your plans or ours
• From the $150’s to over $1.5 million
• 2014 Energy Star Certifi ed Homes 

Market Leader
• Leading the industry with our 20-year 

limited structural warranty
• Every home is 3rd-party inspected at 

10 stages throughout construction

Call to get started today!
281.231.8656 | dth.com

Complimentary 
Homesite 

Evaluation! 
($1,500 value)
Visit dth.com/

community2014 



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com8  NEWS

MainStreetAmerica.com18750 I-45N in Spring, Exit 66B 281.645.0182

Awaken your inner chef at one of Houston’s largest and most 

unique cooking schools! Whether you’re a home cook, a chef-

in-training or just a foodie at heart, we have created interactive, hands-on 

cooking classes ranging from Basic Skills to Baking. We also host private 

events like birthday parties, corporate team building events and we 

customize menus to work within every budget.

For a full list of our upcoming classes visit our website 
at mccooking.com

MAIN Restaurant combines a casual dining concept with the fl air 

and fi nesse of a fi ne dining experience for both lunch and dinner. 

The locally-purchased, mouth-watering menu at Spring’s 

Best New Restaurant features:

• Freshly Made Salads

• Crispy Baby Back Ribs

• Shrimp & Grits

• Deep Fried Black Eyed Peas

• Andouille & Chicken 
Gumbo

• Tantalizing Desserts

• Variety of Fine Wines 
and Beer

• Flavorful Daily Specials 
and more

Visit mainrestaurant.com for a 
full menu or to book a reservation

 THE NATION’S ONLY 
YEAR-ROUND PARADE OF 

SHOWCASE HOMESTM

Come explore the one-stop 
shopping destination for

Home Building

Remodeling

Furniture

Dining

Cooking Classes

Home Design

Real Estate

Fri. & Sat. in May & June
New Band Every Week!

BUY ONE cooking class, 
BRING A GUEST FREE in May!

Use the Coupon code: “community2014” at checkout on 
mccooking.com to redeem your free guest.
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Baker Hughes training facility at FM 
2978, FM 2920 nearing completion 
By David Pollan and Matt Stephens

The Baker Hughes Western Hemisphere 
Education Center is set to open within 
the next couple of months in Tomball. 
The facility is expected to bring tens of 
thousands of employees through the 
facility each year, net millions of dollars 
in revenue for the city in its first 10 years 
and lead to growth within the local school 
districts.

Kelly Violette, executive director for the 
Tomball Economic Development Cor-
poration, said the $55.8 million Western 
Hemisphere Education Center campus 
at FM 2920 and FM 2978 will consist of a 
72,445-square-foot, three-story education 
building, a 36,000-square-foot workshop, 
a 16,730-square-foot laboratory and audi-
torium, and a 156,000-square-foot yard 
with two non-producing oil training rigs. 

The new facility is planned to be a 
facility for major corporate meetings and 
activities. It will be an integrated facility 
to enhance the educational opportuni-
ties for both Baker Hughes personnel and 
its customers, and it will develop skills 
and competencies needed to support its 
customers, Violette said.

She said the facility expects to hire up 
to 50 employees with average annual sala-
ries of $40,000 for support personnel and 
$80,000 for trainers. The Baker Hughes 
education center is expected to bring in 
5,500 trainees per month, or 66,000 per 
year, Violette said. 

The total net benefit to the city of Tom-
ball is estimated to be $7.8 million in the 
first 10 years.

“The 66,000 [people] per year com-
ing through that facility is going to have 
a tremendous impact on the economy,” 
Tomball City Manager George Shackel-
ford said. “They are going to stay here. 
They are going to eat here and shop here.”

With the anticipated arrival of thou-
sands of trainees each month through 
Tomball, the city’s hotels will be filling 

up, which will help build the city’s coffers 
through hotel occupancy tax revenues, 
Shackelford said.

“That’s basically 5,000 room nights a 
day,” he said. “Let’s just say that half of 
them drive or are within driving distance, 
that’s still 2,500 room nights every day. 
That’s a huge impact on the economy.”

Violette said interest from hotel devel-
opers has increased significantly over 
the last few months from those looking 
to build hotels on the east side of the city 
near the new Baker Hughes campus.

There are two new hotels that will be 
built near the Baker Hughes campus in 
the coming years.

A Holiday Inn Express with 74 rooms 
will be built within Tomball city limits 
near Hwy. 249 and Medical Complex 
Drive, Shackelford said, while a four-
story, 94-room Staybridge Suites is 
scheduled to break ground in August at 
FM 2920 and Mahaffey Road, outside of 
Tomball city limits, said Bruce Hillegeist, 
president of the Greater Tomball Area 
Chamber of Commerce.

Although the campus is within Tomball 
ISD boundaries, the training facility sits 
just across the street in Klein ISD and 
could lead to growth within the school 
district, said Judy Rimato, associate 
superintendent for communications & 
planning for Klein ISD.

“If you go south on Hufsmith-
Kohrville, all the neighborhoods that are 
right there on the east side are all Klein,” 
Rimato said. “A lot of the neighbor-
hoods are all very close to the facility. We 
think it will impact us as Baker Hughes 
[grows].”

She said Klein ISD has already con-
structed one nearby elementary school—
Bernshausen Elementary in 2013—to 
accommodate growth in the area. The 
district has plans to complete another 
elementary school at FM 2920 and 
Mahaffey Road in 2016 on the same side 

as the training facility.
The school district also plans to con-

struct an intermediate school and a sixth 
high school on the same site as Bern-
shausen sometime in the future, Rimato 
said, although she does not know if those 
projects could be part of a possible bond 
referendum in 2015.

“The October PASA demographic study 
will give us some more direction on that,” 
she said. 

Barbara Thomason, president of the 

Houston Northwest Chamber of Com-
merce, said growth within the Baker 
Hughes campus will continue to have a 
significant effect on new businesses and 
development in the region.

“The first time I had seen the plans 
was at our forum, and I hadn’t realized 
the new campus was as large as that,” 
Thomason said. “ So, I think it’s certainly 
one of a handful of significant projects 
in our area that are going to bring people 
and business.”

DEVELOPMENT

C
o

ur
te

sy
 c

it
y 

o
f T

o
m

b
al

l

The Baker Hughes Western Hemisphere Education Center, located at FM 2920 and FM 2978, is nearing 
completion. The facility could lead to new development and a rise in the Klein ISD population. 
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Baker Hughes Western 
Hemisphere Education 
Center

Baker Hughes Pressure 
Pumping Technology 
Center

Future elementary school 
planned at FM 2920 and 
Mahaffey Road

Bernshausen Elementary 
School

Possible future sites of 
intermediate school and 
high school No. 6

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Baker Hughes facilities and Klein ISD schools

Stuebner Airline Rd.

Authentic Italian Pastries

Winner of the Houston AList 2013 Best Bakery and 2009 Best of Citysearch

Pizza Nights

10300 Louetta Rd. (at Cutten Rd.)
832.717.3530

Drew’s Cannoli Cupcakes

Graduation Cakes Wedding CakesMust present coupon. 
Expires 6-29-14

As seen on TV
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Harris County implements changeable 
lane system at Kuykendahl, Louetta 
By Christine Hall 

Motorists traveling at Kuykendahl and 
Louetta roads will get some relief this 
summer when the changeable lane assign-
ment signal system goes into effect.

A joint participation project between 
Harris County and the Texas Department 
of Transportation, improvements to the 
intersection include right turn lanes and 
modified left turn lanes at that intersec-
tion, said Pamela Rocchi, director of the 
capital improvement projects division for 
Harris County Precinct 4. 

The signals will also allow lane assign-
ments to change with the traffic patterns 
for better intersection management, Roc-
chi said, allowing for about 50 cars to pass 
through the intersection in one signal. 

Rocchi said Harris County had previ-
ously recognized the intersection as con-
gested and had to develop an innovative 
way to improve the intersections because 
of right-of-way constraints due to existing 
developments along the roadways. 

“We had limited options of what we 
could do because of the right of way con-
straints,” she said.

The precinct has researched the prob-
lem since 1998, and it came up with a 

two-step course of action, Rocchi said. 
The first began in February 2009 with 
improvements, including adding a third 
lane to each leg of the intersection. 

The second phase was the installation 
of the changeable lane assignment signal 
system, of which TxDOT managed the 
installation. The signals were installed last 
October with the idea that the “through” 
arrow would be functional so people 
would become familiar with it, Rocchi 
said. The arrow became visible at the 
beginning of April. 

Rocchi said there is typically a 30- to 
60-day transition between when the 
arrow becomes visible and when TxDOT 
changes the lane assignments. She esti-
mates the agency will wait until June to 
implement the changeable lanes.

 “This type of innovation represents a 
savings to taxpayers,” Precinct 4 Com-
missioner Jack Cagle said. “Instead of 
increasing the number of lanes of traffic, 
we can utilize this technology to make the 
most efficient use of turn lanes as dictated 
by real-time traffic conditions. We are 
always looking for ways to address our 
increasing traffic with methods that are 
faster, cheaper and better.”

TRANSPORTATION

Changeable Lane System

Cost

Signs

Harris County will begin implementing a new changeable lane assignment signal system in June 
at the intersection of Kuykendahl and Louetta Road. The system will allow for dual left turn lanes to 
address traffic congestion during peak hours of traffic in the morning and afternoon.

The lane to the  
right of the middle 
lane will change 
during peak hours 
to a left turn only 
lane. It will flash 
“next” a few cycles 
before changing. 

All improvements made to the intersection of Kuykendahl and Louetta 
roads cost $4.6 million and were funded by Harris County through 
voter-approved bond money. The cost for the changeable lane system 
is $1.04 million, with the federal government funding $840,000, the 
state $60,000 and Harris County $140,000.

In addition to other improvements at Kuykendahl Road and Louetta Road, new electronic 
signs have been added to address the changing flow of traffic. 

Morning Afternoon

ONLY

ON
LY

ONLY

ONLY

ONLY

ONLY

ON
LY

ONLY

Northbound to westbound and southbound to east-
bound traffic will have dual turn lanes from 4–7 p.m. 

Westbound to southbound and eastbound to north-
bound traffic will have dual turn lanes from 7–9 a.m. 

Kuykendahl Rd. Kuykendahl Rd.

Louetta Rd. Louetta Rd.

NEXT

ONLYONLY

ONLY

ONLY ONLYONLY

Source: Harris County Precinct 4 

PIN OAK OFFICE VILLAGE 

in Gleannloch Farms
LOCATED AT THE CORNER OF 
CHAMPIONS FOREST DRIVE AND EASTLOCH DRIVE

NOW PRE-LEASING 5 FLOOR PLANS: 
1,248SF, 1,488SF, 1,872SF, 2,132SF, 2,688SF

CALL PHIL BAKER AT 281-732-3086 TODAY!

AN OFFICE PARK IN A PARK LIKE SETTING THAT’S CLOSE TO HOME!AN OFFICE PARK IN A PARK LIKE SETTING THAT’S CLOSE TO HOME!
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SCHOOL & COUNTY
News from Klein ISD, Spring ISD and Harris County Compiled by Matt Stephens

Klein ISD considers plan for High School No. 5 County, chamber form 
security programsKLEIN  ISD The Klein ISD board of 

trustees is considering three different 
construction timeline options for the 
building of High School No. 5, a $155 
million–$175 million project planned on 
an 83-acre site on Spring Cypress Road. 

Robert Robertson, associate superin-
tendent of facilities for Klein ISD, said by 
2017, Klein High School and Klein Oak 
High School will be approaching 120 per-
cent capacity, the tipping point at which 
the district constructs new schools to 
alleviate congestion of existing schools. 

The first option—recommended by 
Superintendent Jim Cain—would allow 
for $12 million of limited site develop-
ment in January 2015 before the passage 
of a possible bond election to fund the 
bulk of the school in May 2015, Rob-
ertson said. If approved by voters, the 
contractor could begin the day after the 
bond referendum’s approval, and the 
school could be ready in time for stu-
dents to move in August 2017. 

The second option involves postpon-
ing any construction until after the 
passage of a bond election, Robertson 
said. However, it could lead to as much 
as $12 million–$15 million in increased 

construction costs. The August 2017 
completion date would also be more dif-
ficult to meet.

“All the contractors I’ve talked to 
said this was on the outer edge of being 
doable,” Robertson said. “Twenty-four 
months to build a high school the size we 
build, by compressing that schedule, you 
can only run a couple of shifts and you’re 
at the mercy of mother nature.”

The district could also consider a third 
option, delaying construction comple-
tion until August 2018, he said. How-
ever, Klein Collins High School would 
also pass 120 percent of capacity. The 
delay could also lead to as much as $11 
million in additional construction costs 
and another $500,000–$800,000 may be 
required for temporary buildings at some 
high schools. 

Robertson said some construction has 
been done prior to the passage of bond 
referendums for both Klein Collins and 
Klein Oak high schools. Judy Rimato, 
associate superintendent for communica-
tions planning, said the Klein ISD board 
of trustees will vote on which construc-
tion plan to chose at a 7 p.m. board meet-
ing May 12. 

HARRIS COUNTY The Harris 
County Sheriff’s Office and Harris 
County Constable’s Office have worked 
with the Houston Northwest Chamber 
of Commerce to implement new com-
munity policing programs.

Community leaders Bob Jackson, Al 
Brooks and Tony Ashford worked with 
Harris County Sheriff Adrian Garcia 
to establish the Home Security Review 
Program, a pilot program in Champi-
ons and Copperfield subdivisions, in 
which residents can request an on-site 
review of their home’s security by 
contacting the HCSO’s Crime Preven-
tion Office. Homeowners who complete 
the review will receive a Home Security 
Review sign with the HCSO’s logo, 
similar to other security signs. 

Precinct 4 Constable Ron Hickman 
and Assistant Chief Mark Herman cre-
ated the Business Security Survey Pro-
gram, a security review program that 
allows businesses to obtain a survey to 
perform a security check. 

For more information, contact HCSO 
at 713-759-9454 or call the Constable’s 
Office at 281-376-3472.

Klein ISD
7200 Spring Cypress Road, Spring
832-249-4000
www.kleinisd.net

May 12
Board meetings are held the second 
Monday of each month at 7 p.m.
 
Spring ISD
16717 Ella Blvd., Houston
281-891-6000
www.springisd.org

May 13
Board meetings are usually held the 
second Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m.
 
Harris County Commissioners 
Court 
1001 Preston St., Houston 
713-755-5000
www.hctx.net 

May 20, June 10
The court meets at 10 a.m. the second 
and fourth Tuesday of the month. 

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter 
@impactnews_skl

Tweetings

Meetings

Assisted Living 
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care

19929 Chasewood Park Dr.
Houston, TX 77070 • (281) 378-3277

brookdale.com

Limited AvAiLAbiLity. CALL Now!

The Solana® Vintage Park 

Assisted Living Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care

ALL THE PLACES LIFE CAN GO is a trademark of Brookdale Senior Living Inc., Nashville, TN, USA. 
®Reg. U.S. Patent and TM Office    18830-RES01-0214 LMM

The Solana Vintage Park Assisted Living and Memory Care is now 
open! The Solana features accommodations and amenities that will 
ensure your enjoyment today, along with services to meet your 
evolving needs! So, stop by, take a tour and see all the places life can 
go at The Solana Vintage Park. 

For more information, please call (281) 378-3277.

billiardfactory.com

6911 fm 1960 W
Houston, tX 77069
281- 444-5740

888-647-6611  |  four Houston locations  |  austin • dallas • Houston • san antonio

sigtheater.com

Trinity Pool Table Package $1995

MeMorial Day Sale

Complete 5-Piece Game room Set – Was $2995
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O
FF

 Most vehicles. Service must total $500 prior to 
sales tax to qualify. Cannot be combined with any 
other coupon/special offer. Limited time offer.

25$

AUTOMOTIVE
First Class Service

AUTOMOTIVE
Louetta

O
FF50$

ANY SERVICE $500 OR MORE

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

 Most vehicles. Service must total $999 prior to 
sales tax to qualify. Cannot be combined with any 
other coupon/special offer. Limited time offer.

 Most vehicles. Service must total $150 prior to 
sales tax to qualify. Cannot be combined with any 
other coupon/special offer. Limited time offer.

8330 Cypresswood Dr.   832.559.3427

O
FF125$

ANY SERVICE $999 OR MORE

SERVICE SUPERSAVER 3-PACK

O
FF10$

O
FF7$

STATE INSPECTION DISCOUNT

XCICA21404
Receive $7 OFF regularly state mandated fee for annual emissions 

inspection. Regular price $39.75. Texas state law specifies that inspection fee 
must be paid regardless of  pass or fail. Coupon valid for emissions inspections 

only. Cannot be combined with any other coupons or special offers. Limited time.

b

OFFICIAL VEHICLE
INSPECTION STATION

.

.

.

.

ALSO INCLUDES 21 PT INSPECTION

Discount applies to regularly priced oil changes only.
Cannot combine with any other special offers or discounts. Limited time.

Change Oil
New Oil Filter 
Check Fluids
Set Tire Pressure

XCICA11404

XCICA31404 XCICA41404 XCICA51404

(most cases)

www.LouettaAuto.com

Cypresswood Dr

Ch
am

pi
on

 F
or

es
t

Located at the corner of  
Champion Forest & Cypresswood, behind Kroger

www.LouettaAuto.com

ANY SERVICE $150 OR MORE

Mon-Fri  7am-7pm
Saturday  7am-6pm
Mon-Fri  7am-7pm
Saturday  7am-6pm
Mon-Fri  7am-7pm
Saturday  7am-6pm
Mon-Fri  7am-7pm
Saturday  7am-6pm

Our First Class Service Guarantee

OPEN SATURDAY

3 Yr / 36,000 Mile Warranty

Import & Domestic Service

ASE Certified Technicians

Customer Shuttle Service

Same Day Service

State Inspection Station

Free Written Estimates

Free Loaner Cars*

0% Financing Available

Factory Maintenance

Post-Repair Follow Up Call

(All Makes 
& Models)

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.
*major repairs

WITH A TOTAL MONTHLY DISTRIBUTION NOW MORE THAN ONE MILLION,  
MORE PEOPLE IN TEXAS RECEIVE COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER  

THAN ANY OTHER NEWSPAPER IN THE STATE.

1,000,000
More than 

Eyes of Texas are upon us
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17 Asian Heritage Festival 
The Klein High School’s Asian 

American Club hosts an Asian Heritage 
Festival at the Barbara Bush Library. The 
festival features games, activities and snacks 
showcasing the culture of a variety of Asian 
Countries. 2:30–4:30 p.m. Free. Earl Elliott 
Room of the Barbara Bush Library, 6817 
Cypresswood Drive. 281-376-4610. 
www.hcpl.net

19 20th annual Golf Classic
The National Museum of Funeral 

History in Spring hosts its 20th annual Golf 
Classic at the Kingwood Country Club. 
More than 110 sponsors and 415 players 
participated in the five-man scramble 
tournament in 2013, an event which supports 
the museum. A cocktail party is from 5–8 
p.m. May 18 at the museum with hand-rolled 
cigars, a silent auction and raffle tickets.  
9 a.m. Prices vary. Participants must register 
by May 10. Kingwood Country Club, 1700 
Lake Kingwood Trail, Kingwood.  
281-876-3063. www.nmfh.org

19 Story time in the gardens
Mercer Arboretum presents its 

monthly story time for children. The children’s 
librarian at Baldwin Boettcher shares nature 
books with children and their parents in the 
garden with arts and crafts projects included. 
No advanced reservation is required. Free. 
10:30–11:30 a.m. Free. Mercer Arboretum & 
Botanical Gardens, 22306 Aldine Westfield 
Road, Humble. 281-443-8731.  
www.themercersociety.org

24 3rd Annual Memorial Day 
Weekend Chili Challenge

Local businesses and teams from 
southeast Texas complete in the 3rd 
Annual Memorial Day Weekend Chili 
Challenge. Live music plays throughout 
the afternoon. Money raised benefit local 
veterans groups. 11 a.m.–5 p.m. Free. 
Tomball downtown Depot, 201 S. Elm St. 
Tomball. www.tomballtx.gov

27 Precinct 4 Fun 4 Seniors Trip
The Harris County Precinct 4 

Senior Adult Program hosts a trip for local 
seniors to the Butler Longhorn Museum and 

Heritage Park in League City. Attendees 
enjoy the displays of western art, music, 
Longhorn artifacts and historical Texas 
items. Attendees meet at the Barbara Bush 
Library parking lot at 9 a.m.–3:30 p.m. $9 (not 
including lunch). 6817 Cypresswood Drive, 
Spring. 281-893-3726.  
www.hcp4.net/senioradult  

31 Heritage Festival
In addition to the monthly farmers 

market, which features as many as 20 local 
vendors, Wunderlich Farms and the Klein, 
Texas Museum host a heritage festival. 
The event features Civil War reenactors, 
a spinning wheel, quilters, hayrides, 
candle making and top making. As many 
as 15 local artisans also participate in 
an artisans market, showcasing crafts, 
jewelry, woodworking and photography. 10 
a.m.—3 p.m. Free admission. Small fee for 
participation in some events. 18218 Theiss 
Mail Route Road. 832-249-5800.  
www.kleinisd.net/historicalfoundation

June

03 ‘Sounds Like Fun!’
The Houston Symphony 

Orchestra presents its annual “Sounds 
Like Fun!” family concert. Attendees who 
come 30 minutes early can play musical 
instruments at the Instrument Petting 
Zoo. No ticket is required. 7:30 p.m. Free. 
The Centrum, 6823 Cypresswood Drive, 
Spring. 281-440-4850.  
www.cypresscreekface.org
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08 through June 1 
‘The Underpants’

The Texas Repertory Theatre presents “The 
Underpants,” a comedy from comic actor 
and screenwriter Steve Martin. Focused on 
scandal and celebrity, the play tells the story 
of Louise, the neglected wife of a bureaucrat, 
whose bloomers keep falling down, even 
in public. The scandal escalates when two 
prospective lodgers—a barber and a poet—
show up at the couple’s door hoping to woo 
Louise. 7:30 p.m. (May 8, 15, 22, 29). 8 p.m. 
(May 9-10, 16-17, 23-24, 30-31). 3 p.m. (May 
11, 18, 25, June 1). $25-$35. Texas Repertory 
Theatre, 14243 Stuebner Airline Road.  
281-583-7573. www.texreptheatre.org

10 ‘The Johnny Mercer Songbook’ 
The Rob Landes Trio presents “The 

Johnny Mercer Songbook,” performing 
songs, such as “Moon River,” “Come Rain 
or Come Shine,” “Days of Wine and Roses,” 
“On the Atcheson, Topeka and the Santa Fe,” 
and “In the Cool, Cool, Cool of the Evening.” 
7:30 p.m. $10 (students), $20 (seniors), $22 
(adults). The Centrum, 6823 Cypresswood 
Drive, Spring. www.thecentrum.org

10 through 11  
Mother’s Day Tour

TGR Exotics Wildlife Park hosts a Mother’s 
Day Tour of the more than 150 animals 
housed at the wildlife park. Tours must 
be reserved in advance and are subject 
to cancellation if fewer than 10 people 
collectively reserve that time slot. Close-
toed shoes are required. 1:30 p.m. $15. 
Customers can bring their mother or 
grandmother for free. Free admission for 
children under 2. TGR Exotics Wildlife Park, 
22115 Sherrod Lane, Spring. 281-353-5252. 
www.tgrexotics.com 

13 ‘Rhapsody in Blue’
Danica Dawn Johhnson, a soprano 

vocal artist who has sung with the Tacoma 
Opera and the Wildwood Festival, performs 
“Rhapsody in Blue.” The performance tells 
the tale of young Tessa, a girl who struggles 
to honor her duty while carrying the burden 
of a desire she refuses to let go. Johnson 
sings the music of Mozart, Debussy, Strauss, 
Gershwin, Kern, Bock, Simon and Romberg. 
3 p.m. $12 (adult), $10 (senior), $8 (groups 
of six or more), $6 (child or student). The 
Centrum, 6823 Cypresswood Drive, Spring. 
281-440-4850. www.cypresscreekface.org

16 Classic movies at the library
The Barbara Bush Library presents 

classic films in the Earl Elliott Room twice a 
month. Attendees can enjoy a 1941 classic 
starring Barbara Stanwyck and Henry Fonda. 
10 a.m. Free. 6817 Cypresswood Drive, 
Spring. 281-376-4610. www.hcpl.net

17 Bach Mass in B Minor
The Texas Master Chorale presents 

the Kyrie and Gloria from Johann Sebastian 
Bach’s famous B-Minor Mass with a 
professional orchestra under the direction 
of Brad Bouley. 7:30 p.m. $15 (seniors, 
students), $20 (adults). The Centrum, 6823 
Cypresswood Drive, Spring. 281-351-9818. 
www.texasmasterchorale.org 
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Worth the TRIP

Compiled by Matt Stephens

Find more or submit Spring/Klein 
events at www.impactnews.com/
skl-calendar.

To have Spring/Klein events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

through 25 
Memorial Day Celebration 

   The Woodlands Convention & 
Visitors Bureau offers two nights of fireworks, 
music and activities at Town Green Park to 
celebrate Memorial Day. 6–9 p.m. Free.  
2005 Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands.  
281-210-3800. www.thewoodlandscvb.com

M AY
24

SAVE
BIG
IN SPRING

Stop by our office 
for a free auto quote 
and see how much 

you could save.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are 
not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a 
registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance 
Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. 
Subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2014. © 2014 GEICO

713-224-3426 
1403 Spring Cypress Road

Spring, TX  
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The Popcorn Bag
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Owner Tim Voigt opened The Popcorn Bag off of Spring Cypress Road in December 2011. 

The shops sells a variety of candy and sweets. Popcorn comes in bags, tins and gift baskets. 

Each flavor requires a distinctive blend of spices.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

M
at

t 
S

te
p

he
ns

The Popcorn Bag
Shop brings colorful kernels to community 

E ntering The Popcorn Bag is like 
stepping into a popcorn lover’s 
dream. Movie posters adorn the 

walls while classic films play on the tele-
vision, and dozens of colorful popcorn 
and candy concoctions are arranged 
amid bags, tins and gift baskets. 

Owner Tim Voigt said the shop’s busi-
ness has been strong since opening at 
8765 Spring Cypress Road, Ste. F, Spring, 
in December 2011. A Houston-area resi-
dent for more than 30 years, Voigt has a 
business background, but he had no prior 
experience with food. 

“[The idea] was just suddenly out of the 
blue,” Voigt said. 

The Popcorn Bag offers nearly 40 
flavors, which are constantly rotating, 
including savory flavors, such as garlic 
parmesan and dill pickle, and candied 
flavors, such as cheesecake and cotton 
candy. The shop also offers several differ-
ent flavor combinations. 

“I’ll adjust different flavors throughout 
the year,” he said. “I’ll put in this one and 
take out this one. If a flavor’s not mov-
ing right now, I’ll pull it out, put it on the 
shelf and bring it back later in the year.”

Voigt said the store houses an indus-
trial popper that can pop up to 48 ounces 
of popcorn seed at a time. He uses dozens 
of combinations of spices to create spe-
cific flavors.  

Customer input has been crucial to the 
introduction of new flavors, such as the 
recently created Italian delight, a flavor 
Voigt said reminds him of Italian cuisine. 

“When we opened the business, we got 
flavors from a friend,” Voigt said. “From 
that point, it’s just been the customers 
and word of mouth. The customers come 
in and say, ‘Hey, why don’t you try this?’ 
or ‘Why don’t you try that?’ I’ll put two 
and two together and come up with a 
new flavor.”

Voigt said much of the shop’s business 
is seasonal, with the holidays producing 
the most significant sales for the store. He 
said he capitalizes on holidays by offering 
certain flavors, crafting different color 
blends and offering specific gift sets. 

Before Easter, The Popcorn Bag was 
clad in the holiday’s colors, with bunnies 
and eggs placed throughout the shop. 

“I would almost say that any busi-
ness you talk to, they’re going to say the 
busiest time is of course the holidays,” he 
said. “So, you’re constantly looking for 
other avenues to subsidize that.”

In addition to popcorn, The Popcorn 
Bag offers a wide array of candy, includ-
ing taffy, chocolates and several fruit-fla-
vored candies. Customers can purchase 
candy by the bag, taffy by the pound or 
purchase gift sets with candy and pop-
corn arrangements. 

Voigt said he does not have any specific 
ideas for future flavors or offerings, but 
said he is always on the lookout for cus-
tomer requests as he values their input. 

“I love dealing with customers,” he 
said. “I truly believe that customers will 
make or break you. So their input is 
extremely important.”

BUSINESS

8765 Spring Cypress Road, Ste. F
Spring • 281-251-8465
www.mypopcornbag.com
Hours: Tues. 1–7 p.m., Wed.–Sat. 11 
a.m.–7 p.m., Sun. 1–5 p.m.,  
Closed Monday 

Popcorn flavors
The Popcorn Bag offers dozens of 
popcorn flavors, which can be purchased 
through various sizes of bags, tins and gift 
arrangements. Flavors offered include: 

• White cheddar
• Southwest jalapeno
• Dill pickle 
• Loaded baked potato
• Buffalo ranch
• Garlic parmesan
• Three cheese
• Cheddar cheese
• Theater butter
• Caramel
• Rainbow
• Cheesecake
• Strawberry
• Banana 
• Kettle corn
• Green apple
• Cotton candy
• Blueberry
• Birthday cake
• Chocolate
• Cookies n’ cream
• Black tie
• Pralines & cream
• White chocolate pretzel

By the kernel

By Matt Stephens

40
flavors

The 
Popcorn 

Bag offers 
nearly

of popcorn.

10–20  
pounds

of popcorn 
seed per day.

The shop goes  
through about 48 

ounces

The shop’s 
industrial popper 

can pop

of popcorn  
seed at a 
time.

3Bags offered by the 
store range from 

cups of popcorn  
for a snack to

for a  
block party.110 

cups

Spring Cypress Rd.

NEW PATIENTS 
WELCOME 
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Paul’s Pizza Shop

    
    

    
Louetta

 Rd.

Stuebner Airline Rd.

The pizzeria features a variety of specialty pizzas, such as the margarita pizza ($11.50–$17.50).
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Paul’s Pizza Shop
Owner keeps pizzeria menu, heart in tact 

P izzas at Paul’s Pizza Shop are 
crafted with a painstaking 
attention to detail and quality. 

The marinara sauce is canned straight 
from the tomato, the mozzarella cheese 
is comprised of whole milk and the 
dough—made with old-fashioned, com-
pressed yeast—can only be created by 
two cooks who have made those pizzas 
for more than 20 combined years.  

“Our pizza’s definitely better than your 
average pizza,” owner Bruce Raley said. 

The pizzeria has been a staple in 
the Klein community for more than a 
decade. First opened by Paul Friedman in 
2000, Raley purchased Paul’s Pizza Shop 
in March 2006. Before the purchase, 
Raley said he experienced a life crisis 
when he began having seizures, two of 
which resulted in serious car accidents. 

The restaurant owner said he had a 
successful career in IT business manage-
ment, but his seizure medication made 
him rethink his career and he considered 
purchasing a business. The search even-
tually led him to Paul’s Pizza Shop. 

“I kept coming back to it because I just 
liked it more than the other businesses 
we looked at,” he said. 

Raley said keeping everything the 
same was important, and little of the 
menu has changed. The restaurant still 
offers a variety of traditional pizzas as 
well as some distinctive options, such 
as a barbecue chicken pizza served with 
barbecue sauce and a buffalo chicken 

pizza topped with alfredo sauce. 
“I didn’t change the branding, because 

if I had, people would have thought we 
had changed all of the stuff,” Raley said. 
“That’s why you want the business. You 
want the recipe. You want the name.”

The pizzeria offers more than just 
pizza. Raley said the restaurant is known 
for its pepperoni rolls and cheese sticks. 
Paul’s Pizza Shop also offers some care-
fully crafted calzones, a few simple pasta 
dishes, hot and cold submarine sand-
wiches, soups and a varied salad bar. 

“It’s not just lettuce and cheese and 
tomatoes,” he said. “We’ve got a bunch 
of prepared salads. I have a cook [whose] 
responsibility is to make salads.”

Sitting across from Klein High School, 
Paul’s Pizza Shop has been a first job for 
many high school students within Klein 
ISD, Raley said. 

“They’re almost like my nieces or 
something, and most of them come back 
and say hello when they’re in town,” he 
said. “One of the things I’m proudest of is 
the kids who come out of here.”

Raley said the vast majority of the 
business comes from repeat customers, 
and he values the restaurant’s reputation 
as a family-friendly business. 

“So many of our customers we know 
by name or sometimes I forget their 
name, but I know the pizza they like,” he 
said. “When people come in they should 
feel welcome, kind of like they’re part of 
the neighborhood, part of the family.” 

DINING 

16702 Stuebner Airline Road 
Spring • 281-374-9966
www.paulspizzashop.com
Hours: Mon.–Thu. 10:30 a.m.–9 p.m., 
Fri.–Sat. 10:30 a.m.–10 p.m.,  
Closed Sunday

From the menu
• Pepperoni rolls: Topped with Romano sea-

soning and served with marinara or ranch 
for dipping. $4.75 (3), $7.50 (6). 

• Calzones:  Made with thin dough and 
topped with ricotta and provolone cheeses, 
calzones come with a choice of three top-
pings and marinara sauce. $8.50. 

• Buffalo chicken pizza: Covered with 
barbecue sauce and topped with chicken, 
bacon, red onions and fresh cilantro. Can be 
made with smoked sausage. $11.50–$17.50

• Brenda’s special: Served without cheese 
and topped with black olives, green olives, 
mushrooms, onions, green peppers, 
tomato, pineapple and Romano seasoning. 
$11.25–$17.25. 

• Chinese chicken salad: Romaine let-
tuce with broccoli, sunflower seeds, fried 
noodles, chicken and Chinese dressing. 
$4.75. 

Owner Bruce Raley purchased Paul’s Pizza Shop 
in March 2006. 

Paul’s Pizza serves appetizers, such as cheese 
sticks and pepperoni rolls. 

Not just a pizzeria, the restaurant also offers 
homemade soups and other entrees.

By the slice

By Matt Stephens
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Chaille Ralph
Chairwoman, Houston Association of Realtors
By Jesse Mendoza

Chaille Ralph, chairwoman of the 
Houston Association of REALTORS 
board, has worked as a licensed real estate 
broker since 1982.

The native Houstonian began her career 
by managing and marketing commercial 
office buildings, and then she grew to 
include commercial construction and 
project management before shifting to 
residential sales in the mid-1980s.

Ralph would later expand her skills to 
relocation services and sales management. 

Ralph often helps train aspiring and 
well-seasoned real estate agents, and she 
combines state-of-the-art technology 
solutions along with support for her sales 
associates to bring a high level of service 
to costumers.

Through her career Ralph has served 
on numerous committees, task forces and 
held leadership positions with HAR. 

Today Ralph serves as the 2014 chair-
woman of the HAR board and holds 
director positions with both the Texas 
and National associations of Realtors.

How long is the Greater Houston 
area expected to remain a seller’s 
market? 

We expect that certainly throughout 
2014 and into 2015 that we are going to 
see pretty much a seller’s market. We 
think the market will stay strong well 
into 2015. Sales are strong right now; they 
continue to be strong on a monthly basis. 
If property is priced right it tends to move 
very quickly. 

Is the market expected to turn back 
to a buyer’s market in upcoming 
years because of  new construction? 
Is there a fear of overbuilding?

I certainly do believe that we have 
learned our lesson in the overbuilding. 
I think we have probably started a little 
slow in the last couple of years build-
ing because the market was still coming 
back. I think you will start to see again, 
probably in 2015–16, a lot of that catch-up 
because right now they really can’t keep 
up with a lot of the demand.

Who is typically moving to master-
planned communities, and what 
makes these communities so  
popular?

What makes them popular is your abil-
ity to live, work and play. You are seeing 
more development happen in the outlying 

areas from the commercial standpoint as 
well as the residential. You go back and 
forth at different times in our lives of not 
wanting a commute or wanting to work in 
the central business district and not wor-
rying so much about the commute, but 
when we see facilities, such as the Exxon 
facility, going in The Woodlands market, 
you know people want to live out there. 
They don’t want to commute out to that 
area, even though in some ways it would 
be a reverse commute. We are seeing a 
lot in our close-in markets, people have 
already in the last two years moved out 
to The Woodlands market because they 
want to beat the rush before the facility is 
finished and Exxon employs.

What factors are taken into consid-
eration when determining housing 
costs? 

Certainly inventory is going to drive 
prices up. When you have lower inven-
tory, your prices for land go up as well. 
When you have a market such as we are 
in, you end up with issues with supply. 
You have issues with contractors to do the 
work and the cost of materials goes up. 

How does multifamily housing 
typically affect local economic and 
demographic trends? Do apart-
ments lower property values?

I see the biggest impact probably nega-
tively would be on traffic patterns and 
things like that. I have lived in a suburb 
and I have lived inside the loop, and 
obviously we have a greater density inside 
the loop, and I think people are starting 
to feel that in other areas. It brings more 
people to the grocery stores, it brings 
more people to the restaurants, it brings 
more people to the facilities that are in 
the area, so it has a positive impact on the 
economy.

What kind of impact is the Exxon-
Mobil relocation having on the 
housing market?

It’s having a huge impact. The months 
of inventory around that market are 1.5 
months of inventory. So if nothing else 
came in the market basically the inven-
tory would be depleted in a month and a 
half, so it’s definitely a big effect. It’s in all 
price ranges that we have out there that 
the inventory is low, so the new construc-
tion is really important as well as there 
are people moving. I think people are 
fearful of putting their house on the mar-
ket because they don’t have any place to 
go. People are thinking, ‘Should I wait to 
list my home in The Woodlands? Should I 
wait to list my home in the northwest side 
of town? Am I going to get more for it in 
the next 2 or 3 years?’ 

How does the lack of a city govern-
ment presence affect the way real 
estate develops in unincorporated 
Harris County? 

I really don’t [believe the lack of gov-
ernment affects real estate]. Again I think 
it has to do with location and the ameni-
ties that are surrounding them. I don’t 
think a lack of city government has that 
much effect on our buyers and sellers.

Owners are putting up properties 
for lease, but buyers are approach-
ing them. Is that something that you 
are seeing a lot of with the lack of 
inventory?

Supply and demand is going to drive 
that factor. When people can’t sell their 
homes, they lease them. You still have 
a lot of people that want to maintain 
a property because they see the value. 
We have seen some people move to The 
Woodlands but keep their home in the 
Heights as a rental property because they 
may want to be back in town some day. 
We are not seeing, in my offices, as much 
of it. What we are seeing is the rentals 
don’t last at all. You have four or five, 10 
or 12 applications day one on the market. 
There are people that can’t afford to buy 
right now; there are people that aren’t 
ready to buy or are unsure where they 
want to be so they do want to lease. 
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COFFEE WITH IMPACT

TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT call 832-353-2500 or go to northhoustonspecialtyphysicians.com

GENERAL AND BREAST SURGEON
DR. LEONIDAS MIRANDA

SPECIALIZES IN
Breast Surgery/Breast Biopsy • Breast Cancer • Gallstones 

Gastrointestinal Diseases • Colon Surgery • Hernias • Appendicitis 

Hemorrhoids • Anal Fissure • Skin Lesions • Soft Tissue Masses

Chemotherapy Port Placement 

17070 RED OAK DR. SUITE 403
HOUSTON TX 77090

PH. 832-353-2500
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A community rich with agricultural history, 
Spring and Klein feature several farmers mar-
kets for consumers in need of fresh produce. 

Tommy Neal, owner of Neal’s Berry Farm & Farm-
er’s Market, said his market offers a variety of produce, 
most of it grown on-site, while the shop offers other 
local products, like jams, jellies, honey and candles. 

Neal said farmers markets are as significant as they 
have ever been. He even sells his products at other 
farmers markets in the area, such as the Grogan’s Mill 
market in The Woodlands and the market hosted at the 
Klein, Texas Historical Museum. 

“More people are wanting to go buy locally,” he said. 
“I tell people all the time I’d much rather have fresh 
from here than organic that’s traveled 1,500 miles from 
California.” 

He said much of the Spring area used to be farmland 
and some farmers, such as the Theiss family, have been 
around since the area’s beginnings. Neal said he knows  
other local farmers and will avoid some farmers mar-
kets to prevent oversaturating those markets. 

“We actually cooperate with one another,” he said. 
“We trade with each other.”

Mike Atkinson, owner of Atkinson Farms, also 
runs a farmers market, which features a wide array of 
produce and products. It even allows customers to pick 
strawberries from the farm while they are in season. 

“All over the United States [farmers markets] are 
popping up,” Atkinson said. “From the West Coast to 
the East Coast. I went on vacation in Nashville, and 
they have five or six little roadside markets.”

By Matt Stephens

CLOSE-UP

Theiss Farms 
17045 Stuebner Airline Road, Spring
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 9 a.m.–6 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.–5 p.m.   

2008 Rayford Road, Spring • 281-726-3065
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–6:30 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.–5 p.m.
www.theissfarmsmarket.com

Neal’s Berry Farm & Farmer’s Market
24527 Gosling Road
Spring • 281-255-3699
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–6 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m. –2 p.m. 
www.nealsberryfarm.com 

Atkinson Farms 
3217 Spring Cypress Road
Spring • 832-381-8202
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–6 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 
www.atkinsonfarm.com 

Wunderlich Farms 
18218 Theiss Mail Route Road
Spring • 832-249-5800
Last Sat. of every month 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 
www.kleinisd.net/historicalfoundation

Atkinson Farms, serving the community since 1961, has dozens of crops grown on more than 65 acres of farmland in Spring. In addition to an 
on-site farmers market with several types of local produce and goods, customers can pick strawberries while they remain in season. 

Tommy Neal opened Neal’s Berry Farm off of Gosling Road about five years ago. The farm sits on 5 acres of land, which grows a variety of 
produce, including strawberries, blackberries, squash, cucumbers, tomatoes and cauliflower. The farmers market offers produce and products. 

Greens are currently in season, including cabbage and lettuce. 

About 90 percent of the goods at Neal’s are grown on the farm. 

Many farmers markets sell products, such as sauces and jams. 

Strawberries are currently in season in many farmers markets. 



ALVIN, TX

Bayou Wildlife Park
5050 FM 517
Alvin • 855-443-4762
www.bayouwildlifepark.com

About 25 miles southeast of Houston, Alvin is 
home to an 80-acre wildlife preserve where 
visitors can take individual and guided tours 
and participate in a variety of activities. The 
Bayou Wildlife Preserve offers tram ride 
tours, pony rides and a petting zoo, featuring 
more than 500 animals and birds. 10 a.m.–4 
p.m. (Mar. 1–Aug. 1), 10 a.m.–3 p.m. (Aug. 
1–Feb. 28)

Shimek Gardens
3122 County Road 237 
Alvin • 281-331-4395
www.shimeksgardens.blogspot.com

Run by Nell and Harvey Shimek, Shimek 
Gardens is a National Display Garden with 
hundreds of daylilies from breeders all over 
the country. Located one mile west of Alvin’s 
city limits, the garden features more than 850 
different types of daylilies, hundreds of roses 
and a wide variety of other flowers. Free 
admission.

ANGLETON, TX

Brazoria National Wildlife Refuge
24907 FM 2004 
Angleton • 979-922-1037
www.fws.gov/refuge/brazoria 

The 44,000-acre park features salt and 
freshwater marshes and is home to more 
than 300 species of bird. Salt Lake, Nicks 
Lake, and Lost Lake are ideal for nature 
watching and fishing. Find geese, ducks and 
sandhill cranes or fish for speckled trout, red 
drum, flounder and croaker. Open from dawn 
until dusk. Free admission.

BAYTOWN, TX

Pirate’s Bay Water Park
5300 E. Road
Baytown • 281-420-6647
www.baytown.org/piratesbay

The city of Baytown kicks off the summer 
in May with Pirate’s Bay Water Park’s 2014 
season. The park features a series of water 
tube and body slides, along with a nearly 700-
foot lazy river. New features for 2014 include 
“dive in movies,” beach parties for children 
5 and under, and swim lessons. The season 
ends Aug. 24. Mon.–Thu. 11 a.m.–7 p.m., Fri.–
Sun. 10 a.m.–7 p.m.

Baytown Historical Museum
220 W. Defee St. 
Baytown • 281-427-8768
www.baytownhistoricalmuseum.org

The Baytown Historical Museum is in the 
old Baytown Post Office. The origin of the 
museum dates back to May 14, 1970, when 
the city of Baytown formed a historical 
committee to look into establishing a 
historical museum in Baytown. The museum 

features artifacts pertaining to local and 
pioneer history. Tue.–Sat. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 
Free admission.

Royal Purple Raceway
2525 S. FM 565
Baytown • 281-383-7223 
www.royalpurpleraceway.com

The Park is situated on 500 acres and 
features seating for 30,000. The three-story 
tower building incorporates 23 VIP suites, 
media center, and race control facilities 
equipped with state-of-the-art timing and 
scoring equipment. Regular events include 
street racing on Fridays and dirt racing on 
Saturdays. The ASCS Sprint Car Nationals 
takes place June 15. Times and costs vary by 
event.

GALVESTON, TX

Moody Gardens
One Hope Blvd.
Galveston • 800-582-4673
www.moodygardens.com

From the ocean to the rainforest, visitors 
can learn about wildlife and their natural 
ecosystems while participating in a range 
of activities at Moody Gardens. The location 
also offers an 18-hole golf course, an IMAX 
theater and paddlewheel boat rides. The 
Palm Beach water park is open on the 
weekends in May and opens full time in June. 
10 a.m.–6 p.m. Costs vary. 

Flower Garden Banks National 
Marine Sanctuary
4700 Ave. U, Bldg. 216 
Galveston • 409-621-5151
www.flowergarden.noaa.gov

This premier diving destination provides 
divers with the chance to view the 
northernmost coral reefs in the continental 
U.S. Star and Brain coral, manta rays, 
hammerhead sharks, and loggerhead sea 
turtles are all on display. Whale shark 
can also be seen around July, August and 
September. This experience is best suited for 
intermediate or advanced divers.
Schedule a trip in advance with a charter 
operator. A list can be found on the sanctuary 
website. Costs vary.

Texas Seaport Museum
2100 Harborside Drive 
Galveston • 409-763-1877
 www.tsm-elissa.com

Elissa, a ship built for commerce in 1877, 
is docked at this museum where travelers 
can take a tour. The museum also has an 
exhibit about shrimping in Galveston and a 
database of more than 130,000 immigrants 
who entered the U.S. through the island. 
10 a.m.–5 p.m. $10 (adult), $8 (student age 
6–18), free (children under 5 and Galveston 
Historical Foundation members).

HUNTSVILLE, TX

Sam Houston Memorial Museum
1402 19th St. 

Huntsville • 936-294-1832
www.samhoustonmemorialmuseum.com

The museum features photographs and 
other historic and educational memorabilia 
relevant to the life of Sam Houston. Patrons 
can go on guided tours of the museum 
grounds to see the Steamboat House, where 
the Houstons lived when Sam was governor, 
and his Woodland home. Tue.–Sat. 9 
a.m.–4:30 p.m., Sun. noon–4:30 p.m., closed 
Mondays. $4 (adults), $3 (seniors over 65), $2 
(ages 6–18), free (members, SHSU students 
with ID).

Huntsville State Park
40 Park Road 
Huntsville • 936-295-5644 
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/state-parks/huntsville

This heavily wooded park adjoins the Sam 
Houston National Forest and encloses 
the 210-acre Lake Raven. The park offers 
camping, hiking, biking, boating, fishing, 
swimming and guided horseback trail rides 
with horses provided by 2E Stables. Canoe 
and paddle boat rentals are also available.
Gates open 7 a.m.–10 p.m. $5 (adult), free 
(children 12 and under).

LA PORTE, TX

Battleship Texas
3527 Independence Parkway
La Porte • 281-542-0684
www.battleshiptexas.org

This 1,200-acre property is the historic site 
of the San Jacinto Battleground. The park 
is also home to the San Jacinto Monument 
and Battleship Texas. Visitors can partake 
in self-guided tours of the historic ship and 
learn about an important piece of Texas 
history. Guided tours and student discounts 
are also available. 10 a.m.–5 p.m.

NEW BRAUNFELS, TX

Schlitterbahn Waterpark & Resort
400 N. Liberty Ave.
New Braunfels • 830-625-2351
www.schlitterbahn.com/new-braunfels

Whether going for an extended trip or just the 
day, the well-known Schlitterbahn Waterpark 
and Resort offers a range of rides, activities 
and other attractions for all ages. The park 
offers season passes and group discounts. 
Private cabana rentals are also available. The 
park is open on the weekends through May 
15. The entire park opens June 2. Times and 
costs vary.

WASHINGTON, TX

Washington on the Brazos
FM 1155 
Washington • 936-878-2214  
www.birthplaceoftexas.com

The 293-acre state historic site is on the 
Brazos River. Visitors are encouraged to 
begin at the Visitors Center, where the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife staff can help 
plan the visit. Tour options take patrons 
to Independence Hall to learn about the 
founding of the Republic of Texas, Barrington 
Living History Farm and the Star of the 
Republic Museum. 8 a.m.–sundown (park 
hours), 10 a.m.–5 p.m. (Visitor’s Center). 
Costs vary by tour. 

BERRIES & BLUEBONNETS
Warm weather brings a new season of 
berry picking and bluebonnet sightings 
throughout Texas. Residents and visitors 
can see the sprouting state flower in 
various spots around the city or take a 
drive through the Texas Hill Country to 
take in the sights—seemingly endless 
acres of bluebonnet fields. There are also 
several locations and farms where outdoor 
enthusiasts can pick their own vegetables, 
fruits and berries. 

WHERE TO PICK
There are dozens of farms around town to 
find and pick your own berries. Here are a 
few local options.

Atkinson Farms
Strawberries
3217 Spring Cypress Road
Spring • 832-381-8202
www.atkinsonfarm.com

Neal’s Berry Farm
Strawberries, blackberries and grape and 
cherry tomatoes
24527 Gosling Road
Spring • 281-255-3699
www.nealsberryfarm.com

Matt Family Orchard
Blueberries, blackberries, figs
21110 Bauer Hockley Road
Tomball • 281-351-7676
www.mattfamilyorchard.com
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A visitor may not have to go far to 
hear the tale of how Bonnie and 
Clyde robbed the bank in Old 

Town Spring, a myth passed down for 
the better part of a century. History tells 
a different tale, however.  

The state granted a charter to Spring 
State Bank on May 19, 1910, with a 
capital of $10,000 and 100 shares of 
stock, according to “Spring Through the 
Seasons,” a historical book by Margaret 
Mallott Smith. However, the first bank 
burned in a fire in 1917 and was rebuilt 
in brick on Gentry Street.  

Although the bank never again 
burned, it witnessed at least two bank 
robberies in the 1930s during the Great 
Depression, a time in which bank rob-
beries were common across the country, 
Smith said. 

Smith said the first known robbery 
occurred May 24, 1932, when two men 
pulled guns on 16-year-old worker Mavis 
Sibley and teller Homer D. Brown, a for-
mer bookkeeper. The robbers rounded up 
more than $7,000 between the vault and 
cashier’s counter before driving away. 

“Mr. Brown chased the robbers out of 
the bank, shooting at them as they went, 
but I don’t think he got the money back 
from what I can tell in the story,” Smith 
said. “In one account, the robbers went 
to what’s now I-45, met their accom-
plices, who were two women, and took 
off from there.”

The crime occurred in an era of infa-
mous bank robbers Bonnie Parker and 
Clyde Barrow, Smith said, and several 
eyewitnesses claimed to have seen the 
duo. One man claimed he was tipped $5 
for helping a couple get their car unstuck 
from a sandbar near Spring Creek. 
Another woman claimed to have given 
directions to a couple who got lost on 
their way out of the Spring area. 
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The first Spring State Bank, built with a wooden facade, burned in 1917 and was rebuilt with brick. The 
bank witnessed at least two attempted robberies in the 1930s and merged with another bank in 1934. 

“So, the story grew and grew,” she said. 
“I really don’t think that Bonnie and 
Clyde were here. They were somewhere 
in Louisiana or someplace else.”

Brown, the bank teller, would have 
another chance to prove his heroism in 
a robbery less than a year later on Jan. 6, 
1933, Smith said. When the attempted 
robbers drew their guns, Brown drew his 
own pistol from under the register. The 
two sides exchanged gunfire, which left 
scars in the building’s façade that can 
still be seen today. 

“They jumped in their car—a maroon 
sedan—and fled,” Smith said. “Mr. 
Brown jumped on the fender of another 
car and chased the bandits out of town. 
He was never able to capture them, but 
his bravery was rewarded.” 

The teller was granted a special deputy 
sheriff’s commission by Harris County 
Sheriff T.A. Binford, giving Brown the 
same authority as a deputy and paying 
him $1 a year. 

However, the bank would not stay in 
Spring much longer. Smith said many 
small banks struggled during the Great 
Depression with President Franklin Roo-
sevelt closing many banks during that 
time period. Spring State Bank merged 
with the Guaranty Bond State Bank in 
Tomball in 1934. 

Bullet holes and an old bank vault 
remain at the building, now The Steel 
Horse, a baby boutique in Old Town 
Spring. While the bank may have left 
long ago, the myth of the Bonnie and 
Clyde bank robbery remains.  

“It’s just like ghosts,” Smith said. 
“People want to believe. It thrills them to 
think about ghost stories. In a way, the 
Bonnie and Clyde story is a type of ghost 
story. It’s sensational to think that these 
famous robbers came to Spring and 
robbed the Spring bank.” 

Spring State Bank 
Bank survives robberies, not Great Depression
By Matt Stephens

HISTORY       SPRING
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Springwoods Village
Continued from | 1

might also be interested in future residen-
tial projects in Springwoods Village, par-
ticularly in Town Center, he said. 

Taylor Morrison opened its model home 
in January in Audubon Grove, a 51-unit 
single-family home development, while 
Sullivan Brothers plans for a May opening 
for its model home in Harper Woods, an 
88-unit development with single-family 
homes and townhomes. 

The second phase of residential develop-
ment may also begin next year, as Coventry 
is already having preliminary discussions 
with home builders, Simon said. 

Transportation, infrastructure
Several transportation projects have 

broken ground to alleviate the congestion 
added by the master-planned community. 
Mark Seegers, Harris County Precinct 4 
Communications Director, said develop-
ment within Springwoods Village will 
inevitably exacerbate traffic in the region.

“For the people who already live there, 
the traffic is already there,” Seegers said. 
“We still haven’t seen the true impact. 
There’s going to be a lot of people who live 
downtown or in Greenspoint who are going 
to be driving to those offices. So those east-
west connectors and north-south connec-
tors are [important].”

Seegers said Spring Stuebner Road, just 
south of Springwoods Village, has expe-
rienced an increase in traffic as Harris 
County continues to widen the road from 
two lanes to four lanes from Kuykendahl 
Road to I-45. The project will be completed 
by the end of the year and will improve 
congestion for motorists driving from as 
far west as Tomball. 

Holzwarth Road—a key north-south 
corridor for Springwoods Village—is also 
undergoing construction, he said. The four-
lane thoroughfare will extend from Spring-
woods Village south through Spring Stueb-
ner to FM 2920. Seegers said the county has 
also been working with Coventry to make 
sure roadways within Springwoods Village 
are in line with Harris County standards  as 
the roads will likely be turned over to the 
county in the future for maintenance. 

The Harris County Improvement Dis-
trict No. 18, which serves the development, 
has completed about $75 million in infra-
structure projects within the development, 
including roads, a water plant, a storm 
water system, a waste water system and a 
duct bank system, which allows for the 
future installation of underground utilities, 
Simon said. 

With an expected completion set for the 
end of 2015, Segments F-1, F-2 and G of the 
Grand Parkway will also alleviate east-west 
traffic, connecting Houston’s third outer 
loop from Hwy. 290 to Hwy. 59. 

“[Grand Parkway is] a game changer, 
because it provides that east-west mobility,” 
Simon said. “Without it, I-45 would have 
just been a complete mess with the growth 
that’s occurring.”

Education effects
Students who live in Springwoods Vil-

lage will be split among Spring and Klein 
ISDs, with most of the community served 
by Spring and some students on the west-
ern edge attending Klein ISD schools. 

Christine Porter, associate superinten-
dent for fiscal and human resources for 
Spring ISD, said land has been donated 
within the development for what will likely 
be an elementary school campus. 

“To build the school, the Spring ISD 
community would need to approve a bond 
authorization,” Porter said. “That is prob-
ably a year or two away because we’re going 
through a superintendent search.”

Spring ISD expects to see substantial 
growth from the community and is cur-
rently zoned for Northgate Crossing Ele-
mentary, Twin Creeks Middle School and 
Spring High School, Porter said. A possible 
future intermediate school is planned to 
serve Springwoods Village next to North-
gate Crossing at I-45 and the Hardy Toll 
Road. The district may also consider reno-
vations to Spring High. 

“Our high schools overall are nearing 
overcrowdedness, and we have to think 
about how we handle our high schools,” 
she said. 

Spring ISD expects to see students from 
Springwoods Village as early as the upcom-
ing school year. However, demographers 

do not expect students to attend Klein ISD 
until as late as 2019, said Judy Rimato, asso-
ciate superintendent for communications 
and planning for Klein ISD. The ExxonMo-
bil and Southwestern Energy campuses and 
other employers within the development 
could still have an effect on the district’s 
growth in the meantime, Rimato said. 

“We don’t expect all of the ExxonMobil 
people to live in Springwoods Village,” she 
said. “They’ll live in neighborhoods that 
surround that or they might move to the 
Champions [area].”

Town Center
Situated in the heart of the 1,800-acre 

mixed-use development, the Springwoods 
Village Town Center will house 60 acres of 
residential, commercial, retail and hospi-
tality development. 

Simon said Town Center will feature 
anywhere from 15–20 commercial build-
ings in a grid pattern with retail and restau-
rants on the ground floor. 

“It’s a very walkable environment with 
shops and storefronts that lead to parks and 
pathways,” he said. 

The office buildings will likely be five-to 
10-stories tall and house smaller compa-
nies hoping to be near ExxonMobil and 
Southwestern Energy, Simon said. Two or 
three multiuse buildings could be com-
pleted by next year, with construction set 
to start on Town Center projects sometime 
between July and September. 

 “There’s been good demand on the office 
leasing front as well as retailers who want 
to be near the development,” Simon said.

About 15 acres of the Town Center will 
feature the community’s plaza, scheduled 
for completion by the end of 2015. The 
plaza will feature a multifamily residential 
development and a full-service 300-unit 
hotel developed by Woodbine Develop-
ment Corporation. 

Simon said Woodbine is developing an 
extended-stay Residence Inn and two more 
hotels in Springwoods Village in the future. 

Spring ISD school: Likely an elementary 
school funded by future bond money
 
Nature Preserve: 150 acres includes 
wetlands, pond, trails; could feature nature 
center in future 
 
Fire and EMS station: Will break ground 
this year; features five bays for Spring Fire 
Department, two bays for Cypress Creek 
EMS
 
Audubon Grove: Features 51 single-family 
homes, models completed in January
 
Spring Creek Greenway: Northern 
boundary of development; could offer 
boating and kayaking in future
 
Parks: (A) Spring Grove Park (B) Post Oak 
Park, (C) Town Lake Park; parks will connect 
to a series of pathways 
 
Harper Woods: Features 88 units, includ-
ing single-family homes and townhomes
 
Belvedere Apartments: Features 342 mul-
tifamily units; Phase 1 opening in May
 
Holzwarth Road: North-south corridor 
is being extended from Spring Stuebner 
Road to FM 2920; could connect to Sawmill 
Road in future
 
Grand Parkway: Motorists can enter and 
exit the Grand Parkway using elevated in-
tersections at Springwoods Village Parkway 
and Holzwarth Road
 
ExxonMobil campus: Scheduled for 
completion by end of 2015; relocation of 
10,000 employees began in March
 
Residence Inn: Scheduled completion in 
2015; extended-stay hotel with 128 rooms
 
Springwoods Village Parkway:  
Thoroughfare connects Springwoods  
Village from I-45 to Spring Stuebner Road
 
Mossy Oaks Road: East-west corridor 
could connect to Gosling Road in the future
 
Medical complex: Located on 23 acres; 
health care provider to be announced soon
 
Town Center: 60 acres of mixed-use de-
velopment with smaller corporate offices; 
will feature two hotels and 15-20 multiuse 
office buildings with retail, restaurants on 
ground floor
 Town Center plaza: Planned for comple-
tion by end of 2015; 15 acres will feature a 
full-service hotel and multifamily residences
 
Southwestern Energy campus: Phase 1 
scheduled for completion by the end of 
this year; relocating 1,550 employees
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Park  Programming  Matrix

ensuring  that  we  have  an  adequate  and  diverse  set  

selected  activities  that  would  complement  the  other  

Drainage  #3  Corridor
Vignette
This  vignette  illustrates  the  layout  the  pedestrian  
underpass  in  Drainage  Corridor  #3  that  is  directly  

looking  northward.  

-

elements  in  the  park.

-
-

Springwood  Village  Parkway  at  the  park  since  there  
isn’t  a  sidewalk  adjacent  to  the  road  as  it  crosses  the  

-

underpass  which  has  been  designed  to  be  big  enough  

underneath  Springwoods  Village  Parkway.  The  “head”  
walls  have  been  designed  in  a  contemporary  version  

-

concrete  and  imprinted  geometric  patterns  at  buttress  
columns.      

Proposed Springwoods Parks

Program Elements Townlake Corridor Savannah Park Corridor Drainage Corridor #3 Drainage Corridor #4 Drainage Corridor #5 Nature Preserve

/PASSIVE / CONSERVATION

Boardwalk & Observation Deck

Fishing

Canoe LaunchCanoe Launch

Lake

Alligator Pond

Aquatic CenterAquatic Center

Nature Preserve

Nature Trails

Sculpture TrailsSculpture Trails

Wetland Park

Habitat preservation

RECREATIONAL

Concessions

Softball Fields

Baseball Fields

Football Fields

Soccer Fields

B k tb ll P illiBasketball Pavillion

Basketball Courts

Volleyball Courts

Jogging TrackJogging Track

Disc Golf Course

Swimming Pool

Fitness CircuitsFitness Circuits

Playgrounds

Dog Parks

Informal Lawn

EDUCATIONAL / COMMUNITY

Public Art Pieces

Picnic Tables

BBQ pits

Board Games (i.e. Chess)

W t G d / PlWater Garden / Plaza

Community Festivals / Events

Art & Craft Shows

Farmers MarketFarmers Market

Block Party / Oktoberfest

Pavillion

Community / Recreation centerCommunity / Recreation center

Winter Pavillion

Outdoor Amphitheater

Community Gardensy

Endangered Species Garden

Botanical Garden

Shade Structures

Pocket Parks

Restaurants / Cafes

Retail Vending Kiosks or Carts

R tRestrooms

Springwoods Village
Master Planned Community

From the  
  ground up

Coventry  
Development  

purchased the

Coventry  
held onto the  

land for

at I-45 in  
1961.

before 
designing 

around Exxon-
Mobil.

The development 
could provide

in annual gross product 
to Harris County when 

completed.

1,800 
Acres

1961

2008

Springwoods Village  
will accommodate

when completed. 

35,000–45,000 
employees

47 
years

$5.5 
 Billion

The development 
will feature

of retail development 
upon completion.

of commercial and

8million 
Sq. Ft.

1million 
Sq. Ft.

A master-planned community designed around ExxonMobil’s 386-acre campus, the 1,800-acre 
Springwoods Village will feature residential, commercial and hospitality development as well as 
amenities. Completion of the development will take about 15 years. 
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 BACHELOR’S DEGREES
Special tuition rate for undergraduate programs: 

just $290 a credit hour — $870 a class
• Accounting
• Business
• Criminology and Criminal Justice (online)
• Human Sciences
• Management
• Psychology - General or Pre-Counseling

MASTER’S DEGREES
• Human Sciences
• MBA - Healthcare Management or 

Management
• Psychology - Family, Couple and Individual 

Therapy
 

DOCTORAL
• PhD in Leadership Studies

Our Lady of the Lake University gives you scheduling options and a� ordable tuition to complete your 
undergraduate or graduate degree on the weekends and reach your career goals.

Earn a degree on weekends in the WoodlandsEarn a degree on weekends in the Woodlands

Lone Star College - University Center   
3232 College Drive    •    The Woodlands, TX 77384       

936-273-7628        
www.ollusa.edu/TheWoodlands

Lone Star College - University Center   
3232 College Drive    •    The Woodlands, TX 77384       

936-273-7628        
www.ollusa.edu/TheWoodlands
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people who are willing to step up to do that.  
It does make a difference.”

Houston Northwest Chamber
The Houston Northwest Chamber’s 

Grow Northwest initiative was created to 
generate economic development in the 
region, Thomason said. As part of Grow 
Northwest, the chamber created a com-
munity draft plan last fall during a series 
of workshops with local stakeholders who 
suggested improvements they would like to 
see in the area. 

The draft plan suggested raising $5 mil-
lion over five years and distributing the 
money between several improvement 
areas, including business retention and 
expansion, community branding, safety 
and security, transportation and infra-
structure, and education and workforce 
development. 

Thomason said there are several areas 
she would like to see the plan address. She 
said she would like to see more emphasis 
on expanding Grow Northwest to improve 
the region’s business retention and expan-
sion. The community could also improve 
its branding and image through the use 
of distinctive signage at entrances to vari-
ous communities, while adding officers 
in commercial areas could address public 
safety concerns, she said. 

However, the plan requires funding from 

private donors, Thomason said, so the 
chamber raised $35,000 for a consulting 
firm, Opportunity Funding LLC, to meet 
with local business stakeholders.

After meeting with more than 75 indi-
viduals, the firm reported to the board 
March 26 that the businesses could com-
mit a combined $1.8 million, Thomason 
said. However, some stakeholders said they 
could not commit until they saw more 
detailed plans and the firm could not meet 
with every significant stakeholder.   

Thomason said the chamber’s board 
decided to form two task forces: one to 
begin working on the possible launch of a 
fundraising campaign and a second to add 
more detail to the community draft plan. 

“I would like to see a campaign launched 
this fall and completed this fall and [to see] 
that the funding is committed so we can 
begin our work,” she said. 

Cypress Creek Parkway
Aside from being rebranded as Cypress 

Creek Parkway, FM 1960 has undergone 

other changes that have improved the 
Spring thoroughfare in recent years. 

Barbara Schlattman, a local interior 
designer, said she learned in 2004 that 
the Texas Department of Transportation 
had plans to add medians to the roadway, 
which had recently been found to be one of 
the deadliest in Texas. 

“I met with TxDOT and found out there 
were no landscaping plans,” Schlattman 
said. “I knew that it would be an eyesore if 
it was allowed.”

TxDOT told Schlattman she could add 
landscaping in the medians—from just 
west of Hwy. 249 to I-45—if she could hire 
a landscaping architect, provide water and 
maintenance and pay for the entire project. 
Schlattman joined the chamber and helped 
form a fundraising foundation for local 
improvement projects. 

The foundation was able to raise $555,000 
for the project—Green Medians—and was 
able to get 14 local municipal utility dis-
tricts to agree to the maintenance and 
watering of the medians.

“We got every rose bush and everything 
we wanted,” Schlattman said. “There were 
many obstacles along the way. It was like a 
roller coaster. As soon as something good 
happened, something bad would happen.”

Although Green Medians was completed 
in 2011, Schlattman said she has not fin-
ished the roadway’s beautification. While 
Green Medians was underway, youth 
groups approached her hoping to gain 

volunteer hours by planting in the medians, 
which gave her the idea for Green Sides. 

“Our idea for Green Sides is to reforest 
[FM] 1960,” she said. “[FM]1960 when I 
moved out here in 1973 was full of pine 
trees up and down the road, and through 
progress, many of those trees are gone. We 
want to create a blanket of trees above our 
buildings.”

Green Sides will allow Boy Scouts and 
Girl Scouts to plant in the parking lots of 
commercial areas throughout Cypress 
Creek Parkway, Schlattman said. 

She said she plans to meet with local 
property owners soon and the project will 
not require fundraising as she has had pre-
liminary discussions with organizations to 
donate pine trees and mulch for the project. 

Livable Center Study 
The Houston Northwest Chamber’s plan 

is not the only improvement study cur-
rently underway. The Houston-Galveston 
Area Council has begun work on a Liv-
able Center Study in conjunction with the 
chamber, the Ponderosa Forest Munici-
pal Utility District and the Cypress Creek 
Property Owner’s Association. 

“I think it’s going to look at both the 
public realm and the private realm,” said 
Jeff Taebel, director of community and 
environmental planning for H-GAC. “The 
public realm will include improvements 
to infrastructure, including sidewalks and 
intersections to improve pedestrian safety 

Improvement projects
Continued from | 1

“I think it’s tremendously 
important because it takes 
an entire community to 
band together to make a  
difference.”

—Barbara Thomason president of the Houston 
Northwest Chamber of Commerce
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and access. We also want to look at devel-
opment potential to revitalizing some com-
mercial areas and at some residential that 
needs revitalization.”

Taebel said the plan will study from 
Kuykendahl Road to Ella Road and from 
Cypress Creek to just south of FM 1960.  It 
is the 18th Livable Center Study H-GAC 
has worked on in the Greater Houston area. 

A request for proposals for the project 
was sent out last fall and Design Work-
shop—a firm with offices in Austin and 
Houston—was selected. H-GAC is fund-
ing $80,000 of the study through federal 
money, while the Ponderosa Forest MUD 
has agreed to sponsor the remaining 
$45,000, Taebel said. 

The plan will kick off in May and could 
be completed by November, Taebel said. 
Although no meetings are set, he said there 
will be opportunities for the public to pro-
vide input.  

The study will culminate with a series of 
recommendations for short-, medium- and 
long-term infrastructure and improvement 
projects, he said. 

Taebel said the improvements could be 
funded from a variety of sources, includ-
ing Harris County or TxDOT. Some proj-
ects could be incorporated into ongoing or 
planned projects. 

Improvement Plans

Other Grassroots 
Programs

Houston North-
west Chamber of  

Commerce Plan

Houston-Galveston 
Area Council  

Livable Center 
Study

Green Sides Keep Spring Clean Love Louetta Bandit sign program

A draft plan was created last 
fall by local stakeholders that  
suggests $5 million be raised for: 

The area served by the Houston 
Northwest Chamber, including 
Spring, Champions and much of 
Harris County Precinct 4

The area from Kuykendahl Road 
to Ella Boulevard and from 
Cypress Creek to FM 1960

H-GAC is funding $85,000. The 
Ponderosa Forest MUD is funding 
$45,000. The amount needed for 
improvements is unknown.

The project requires at least 
$2 million and as much as $5 
million from private donors. 

H-GAC is working with the 
Ponderosa Forest MUD, the 
Northwest Chamber and the 
Cypress Creek POA on a Livable 
Center Study, which will study: 

The program will allow Boy 
Scouts and Girl Scouts to 
plant and water trees in 
commercial parking lots 
along FM 1960. Planting 
could begin in January or 
February 2015. For more 
info, call 281-440-4160.

The group focuses its 
efforts on cleaning up 
trash dumping in the area 
and informing residents on 
clean-up days. For more 
info, call the Spring-Klein 
Chamber of Commerce at 
281-257-9559.

Love Louetta focuses on 
improvements around 
Louetta Road. The group 
focuses on bandit sign 
issues and substandard 
properties. For more info, 
email Mike Mitchell at 
lacreek7@sbcglobal.net. 

This program addresses 
bandit signs around 
FM 1960 by contacting 
owners of bandit signs 
and documenting bandit 
signs. For more info, 
email Ken Latimer at  
kenlatimer@att.net.

The chamber board formed  
two committees:

The firm will meet with local 
stakeholders and begin 
gathering data for the study. 
There will be opportunities soon 
for public input. 

In the absence of any funding source from a city and with little additional money available from the county, private 
groups and other grassroots organizations have stepped forward to make improvements within the community.

• Business retention, development
• Community marketing, branding
• Safety and security 
• Transportation, infrastructure
• Education, workforce development

• A campaign could be launched and completed by this fall. The plan would 
require funding for 4-5 years of improvements.

• The study begins in May with a November completion date expected. The time-
line for the improvements is unknown. 

• www.houstonnwchamber.org

• www.h-gac.com/community/livablecenters/

• Infrastructure improvements 
• Redevelopment options

• A committee to study the 
feasibility of a campaign to raise 
money 

• A committee to add more detail 
to the community draft plan 

What is it?

What is it?

Timeline & More Info.

Timeline & More Info.

Area & Funding

Area & Funding

$

$

Next Steps

Next Steps

Improving the Spring /Klein community

Source: Houston Northwest Chamber of Commerce, Houston-Galveston Area Council, Spring-Klein Chamber of Commerce, Barbara Schlattman

20243 KUYKENDAHL RD. SPRING, TX. 77379 

CALL 281-500-8660 TO SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT OR BOOK ONLINE AT 

WWW.WINDROSEFAMILYMEDICINE.COM

Compassionate Care for your entire family!

Dr. Lacrecia FosterDr. Rochelle Pondt

SPORTS & CAMP PHYSICALS NOW!

**ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS, INCLUDING MEDICARE!**

OUR BOARD CERTIFIED FAMILY MEDICINE PHYSICIANS ARE DEDICATED TO 
CARING FOR OUR NEIGHBORS LIKE THEY ARE MEMBERS OF OUR OWN FAMILY. 

IMMUNIZATIONS • WELL WOMAN EXAMS 
PHYSICAL EXAMS - ADULT & CHILD  • ACUTE CARE

ASSESSMENTS & TREATMENT FOR: 
DIABETES • HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE • HIGH CHOLESTEROL

DIGESTIVE DISORDERS  • ASTHMA • & MORE

TexasRush.com
281.298.2180

2204 Timberloch Place, Suite 225
The Woodlands, TX

REGISTER 
NOW FOR 
SUMMER 
CAMPS

BOYS AND GIRLS PROGRAMS
AGES 3-18

Hablo Español

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com
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Featured Neighborhood
Northampton, Spring 77389

Build-out year: 2014

Home values: $160,000-$1,350,000

HOA dues (estimated): $350

Amenities: Tennis courts, neighborhood swimming pool, 
fitness center 

Nearby Schools: Northampton Elementary, Hildebrandt 
Middle School and Klein Oak High School 

Property taxes (in dollars):

Klein ISD 1.4400 
Northampton MUD 0.6100 
Harris Co 0.4002 
Harris Co Hospital 0.1822 
Lone Star College Sys Dist. 0.1198 
Harris Co ESD 7 0.0824 
Harris Co EMSD 11 0.0300 
Harris Co Flood Control 0.0281 
Port of Houston Authority  0.0195 
Harris Co Dept Education 0.0066

Total (per $100 value) 2.9188

Market Data provided by 
Michael D. Gonzalez

RE/MAX Evolve
www.MyAgent21.com

REAL ESTATE

Homes on the market (March 2014)

Featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (March 1, 2013–March 31, 2014)

No. of homes for sale 17

No. of homes under contract 7

Average days on the market 30

No. of homes sold 97

Square footage (low/high) 1,945 / 5,249

Selling price (low/high) $118,000 / $560,000

      G
osling R
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.

   N
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r.

          Root Rd.

4 Bedroom / 3 Full, 1 Half Bath 2,570 sq. ft.
Agent: Jo Wingate, Ryland Homes 
713-856-2862

23711 Lucas Creek Drive          $254,900 

4 Bedroom / 3 Full, 1 Half Bath                 4,159 sq. ft.   
Agent: Nick Ruysenaars, Houston Pride Realty  
(281) 444-7253

24903 Northampton Forest Drive             $469,000

5 Bedroom / 3 Full, 1 Half Bath 4,136 sq. ft. 
Agent: Gary Bisha, My Castle Realty
713-683-0054

25118 Haverford Road          $398,000

4 Bedroom / 4 Full, 1 Half Bath 4,506 sq. ft. 
Agent: Nick Will, Will & Will Real Estate  
281-367-4820

6502 Course View Lane        $515,000
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Market Data On the market  (March 2014)
Number of homes for sale/ Average days on the market for last six months

Price Range 77066 77068 77069 77070 77379 77388 77389

$149,999 or under 32/57 7/52 5/19 12/46 19/47 25/33 6/45

$150,000–$199,999 13/50 6/71 9/47 11/58 38/35 15/59 4/20

$200,000–$299,999 7/67 11/63 13/63 23/50 60/46 39/63 31/39

$300,000–$399,999 — 6/197 12/67 3/40 38/35 15/59 43/45

$400,000–$499,999 — 2/155 10/58 1/57 30/76 4/62 40/55

$500,000–$599,999 — 5/82 7/261 2/355 8/100 3/155 14/74

$600,000–$799,999 — 8/158 3/118 2/474 20/78 3/104 37/74

$800,000–$999,999 — 2/412 2/164 4/101 6/151 1/7 2/72

$1 million + — 3/334 3/77 2/232 7/226 — 45/115

Monthly home sales
Number of homes sold/Average price

Price Range 77066 77068 77069 77070 77379 77388 77389

Mar. 2014 24/$137,596 25/$168,874 15/$240,808 51/$196,862 126/$266,064 64/$203,124 80/$412,435

Mar. 2013 23/$104,183 12/$162,617 25/$224,633 51/$152,625 113/$214,753 64/$198,173 73/$351,176

Feb. 2013 16/$98,974 13/$142,926 19/219,310 30/$145,207 78/$219,544 42/$191,437 51/$335,878

Jan. 2014 15/$115,174 7/$399,128 10/$223,070 26/$150,998 65/$237,721 38/$176,343 39/$465,509

Dec. 2013 13/$133,536 19/$316,752 20/$242,611 33/$173,466 102/$252,671 85/$191,847 65/$384,731

Nov. 2013 23/$124,939 9/$164,661 17/$203,305 36/$158,208 90/$227,079 70/$180,620 51/$402,036

Oct. 2013 26/$115,976 21/$189,622 22/$218,560 51/$174,634 131/$219,846 75/$156,910 61/$306,662

Sept. 2013 16/$120,525 21/$192,738 16/$289,403 57/$187,769 109/$214,268 75/$197,194 64/$300,744

Aug. 2013 29/$125,462 21/$187,057 32/$302,460 72/$162,427 149/$231,095 80/$194,143 74/$348,731

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

11770 Creek View Lane
White Oak Estates $350,000

RE/MAX Evolve

Join our company today and give your career the 
jumpstart you need.

CARE TO JOIN US? 
If you think you've got what it 

takes to join this energetic 
and vibrant work atmosphere, 

email Michael Gonzalez at: 
michaelgonzalez@remax.net.

Thinking about selling 
your home? Inventory is 
low & the market is HOT! 
Call us today for your free 

market analysis!

11945 Silver Leaf Lane
White Oak Estates $489,900

2055 1-45 N Suite E | Spring, Texas 77388 | 281-907-6339 | michaelgonzalez21@gmail.com | www.MyAgent21.com

Evolve



Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print



Our story is your story } and it’s not science fiction

710 Cypress Creek Parkway | 281-440-1000 | hnmc.com

{Smaller incisions. Less pain. Faster recovery}

45

FM 1960

FM 1960

Cali Dr.

Our physicians use some of the latest in surgical and robotics  

technologies beneficial for performing both routine and complex 

surgery. Featuring a magnified 3D high-definition vision system and 

tiny wristed instruments, surgeons are able to operate with enhanced 

vision, precision and dexterity while maintaining 100% control. 

We’re taking surgery beyond the limits of the human hand. And it’s 

not science fiction. Visit us at www.hnmc.com to learn more.

Houston Northwest Medical Center is invested in by physicians.
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