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The city of San Marcos use the levels in the 
Edwards Aquifer’s J-17 well as the trigger for 
its recently updated drought restrictions. Due 
to recent rain and more strict conservation 
measures, the water level in the well is higher 
this year than at the same time last year.

San Marcos drought 
restriction triggers

ONLINE IMPACTNEWS.COM

Buda to issue first $10M of 2014 
bond in May

San Marcos opens door for Uber, 
Lyft to operate in the city
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By Brett Thorne
Recent rains have bolstered 

the water supply in Central 
Texas, but city of San Marcos 
staff and local water experts 
warn that another dry summer 
could lead to stringent water 
usage restrictions.

San Marcos City Council 
voted April 7 to adopt a drought 
ordinance that eases some 
restrictions compared with the 
previous ordinance and also 
creates a fifth stage of drought 
restrictions. The city’s previous 

ordinance had only four stages. 
In Stage 5, at-home car 

washing and use of sprinkler 
systems are prohibited. 

“[The severity of drought 
restrictions] depends on what 
happens between now and 
August and September,” said 
Tom Taggart, city of San Marcos 
executive director of public 
services. “If the rains we’ve 
recently had are the only ones we 
get, we may get down to those 
[Stage 5] levels.”

Last year the water level in the 

Edwards Aquifer’s J-17 wells, 
which the city uses as the trigger 
for its drought restrictions, 
was at 639.09 feet on April 10. 
This year the well was at 643.52 
feet at noon on April 10. That 
additional four feet, along with 
conservation programs that were 
triggered throughout much of the 
Edwards Aquifer Authority’s area 
during last year’s dry summer, 
could help maintain aquifer 
levels throughout the summer 
above what the city has seen in 
recent years, Taggart said. But 
again, that will depend on how 
much rain the city receives this  
summer, he said.

By JJ Velasquez
Despite its reputation as a bedroom community, Kyle could 

be on the cusp of becoming an economic development hub, said 
policymakers and private development leaders gathered at a March 
economic development meeting.

Could Kyle achieve the same level of economic development 
prosperity as the city of Plano, a fast-developing Dallas suburb? 
One observer—who is working in an advisory role with Kyle’s Plum 
Creek, a 2,200-acre, mixed-use, master-planned community—said 
he thinks so. Growing up in Dallas, Marshall V. Davidson Jr., the 
managing principal at KMD Studley, said there was “nothing sexy” 
about Plano.

“Really they were the object of ridicule when I was young,” 
Davidson said. “Nobody knew where it was, and nobody really 
cared because it wasn’t part of Dallas.”

In January, the city of Plano landed Toyota’s North American 

headquarters, its latest catch in a long line of economic  
development achievements.

Now as the city of Kyle prepares its economic development 
strategic plan, which will drive the next five years of economic 
development, city leaders are considering which industries, jobs 
and developments the city should attract.

The city contracted with the Natelson Dale Group Inc. for its 
latest update of the economic development strategic plan. The last 
plan, adopted in 2008, was the guiding document behind the city’s 
push for industry growth in the medical field, the attainment of a 
higher education institution, and fast-food and retail expansion.

‘The next level’
Diana Blank, Kyle’s director of economic development, said 

most of the objectives in the 2008 plan were achieved, but noted 
that revitalization of Kyle’s historic district was not “tackled as 
much as we would like.” Also, depending on the recommendations 
of the next plan, she said the city should still pursue a business 
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Chances are we already  
know you and your kiddo.

No one knows you better. You trusted us to care for you 

during labor, delivery and your baby’s NICU stay. You can now trust 

us to care for your child. Have comfort in knowing that if you should 

need a hospital, we have a dedicated pediatric ER and access to 

experts in pediatric care available to you. She is the center of your 

world, and we promise she will be the center of ours. 

stdavids.com/kids

St. David’s Children’s Hospital is located at
St. David’s North Austin Medical Center (South Entrance)
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1180 Seton Pkwy., Suite 240 • Kyle, Texas 78640 • 512.268.0286 • Mon.-Fri.: 8pm-5pm

CALL FOR  
INFORMATION  
ON OUR NEW  

REDUCED RATES
• Laser Resurfacing 

• Photofacials • Spa Facials
• Waxing & Tinting

OBSTETRICS | GYNECOLOGY | SPA SERVICES

GINA FANN 
Licensed Esthetician and Laser

HaysWomensHealth.com

Medpark 
Hearing Center

&
San Marcos Ear, Nose and � roat

512-353-8899
MedparkHearingCenter.com

2000 B&C Medical Parkway • San Marcos, TX 78666

Anthony Atencio, HIS
Hearing Instrument Specialist

Edward Tomaneng, MD
Ear, Nose & � roat Specialist

FREE 
HEARING 

SCREENING 
& IN-HOUSE 
REPAIRS ON 
ANY BRAND!

Hearing CenterHearing Center

Long-term Acute Care is for 
those who require complex 
medical management and 

therapy, 24 hours, 7 days/wk 
with daily assessment by a 

physician. 

SPECIALTY HOSPITAL 
AT NEW BRAUNFELS

(830) 875-8400
200 Memorial Drive

Luling, TX 78648

(830) 627-7600
1445 Hanz Drive

New Braunfels, TX 78130

www.postacutemedical.com

SPECIALTY HOSPITAL 
AT LULING

Types of Patients Treated:
•  Respiratory Failure/Vent Weaning
•   Aftercare Following Surgery
•  Cardiac Related Disorders
•  Sepsis
•  Complex Wounds
•   Severe CVA
•  Complicated Orthopedics
•  Multi-System Failure
•  Post-Op Complication/Infection
•  Renal Failure
•  Malnutrition
•  IV Therapy

(512) 262-0821
5980 Kyle Parkway

Kyle, TX 78640
Specializing in Acute Inpatient and Outpatient 

Rehabilitation for the treatment of Strokes, 
Traumatic Brain Injury, Spinal Cord Injury,

General Debility, Orthopedic Injuries,
Parkinson’s Disease, Multiple Sclerosis,

and other diseases. Featuring Aquatic Therapy 
and Pediatric Outpatient Rehabilitation.
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• Aftercare Following Surgery
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Inpatient Rehabilitation - Kyle

Long-term Acute Care
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NOW OPEN
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BLANCOVISTA .COM
855.294.0967 • I-35 EXIT 210, SOUTH OF KYLE

Blanco Vista is a 575-acre master-planned community at the foot of the Texas Hill Country that offers small town charm 
with big city culture. Enjoy onsite amenities including hike and bike trails, pool and soccer park or the neighboring Five 
Mile Dam Park and Texas State University. The community is also home to TEA recognized Blanco Vista Elementary 
School. Stop by and tour our six distinctive neighborhoods any time! 

NEW HOMES IN SAN MARCOS FROM THE UPPER $100s TO $400s

BROHN HOMES • BROOKFIELD RESIDENTIAL • BUFFINGTON HOMES • CASTLEROCK COMMUNITIES
HOMES BY AVI • NEWLEAF HOMES • PACESETTER HOMES

Here.Here.LIFE’S BETTER

BlancoVista-CI-April-HalfPgHz.indd   1 4/6/15   5:53 PM

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

LIFE’S BETTER AT BLANCO VISTA 
IN SAN MARCOS
By Brookfi eld Residential 

Nestled along the Blanco River at the 
foot of the Texas Hill Country, you’ll fi nd 
Blanco Vista, a 575-acre master planned 
community with six distinct neighborhoods 
and an array of thoughtfully planned home 
designs from the upper $100’s to $400’s for 
all stages of homebuyers.

Voted “Best Overall Community” by 
the Home Builders Association of Greater 
Austin, Blanco Vista is the San Marcos-
area’s only master-planned community. 
Developed by Brookfi eld Residential, 
North America’s fourth largest residential 
developer, Blanco Vista is Texas-style proof 
of Brookfi eld’s passion for creating the best 
places to call home.

Blanco Vista blends big city connectivity 
with a small town heartbeat, providing 
residents with access to over 32 square 
miles of parks, public access river frontage 
and some of the San Marcos area’s best 
food, entertainment, outdoor venues and 
historic landmarks.

Blanco Vista’s distinguished builder 
line-up, featuring Brohn Homes, Brookfi eld 
Residential, Buffi ngton Homes, Castlerock 

Communities, Homes by AVI, Newleaf 
Homes and Pacesetter Homes, offers over 
145 dynamic home designs in a variety of 
price ranges to fi t every homebuyer’s needs.

Located in the heart of the community, 
Blanco Vista Elementary School is a 
Hays CISD TEA Recognized campus. 
Neighboring Texas State University 
provides an energetic college vibe and 
access to substantial undergraduate and 
graduate programs and employment 
opportunities.

Blanco Vista numerous amenities include 
an Olympic-size pool and kids’ Splash 
Pad at the Community Center, as well as a 
stocked community fi shing pond and miles 
of nature trails for hiking and biking. Right 
next door is the scenic Five Mile Dam Park 
and a Youth Regional Soccer Complex. 

With its convenient location, added 
amenities and highly regarded schools, 
Blanco Vista is the ideal place to call home. 
Visit BlancoVista.com for more information 
and to fi nd a new home that’s sure to fi t 
your lifestyle. Call 855.294.0967 or visit 
our builder models today just off I-35 at 
Yarrington Road (exit 210).
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TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

Which industries should the city 
of Kyle target in its new economic 
development plan?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/sbk-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition 
of Community Impact Newspaper.

Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 03/19/15–04/06/15.

READER COMMENTS

Parents at Hays CISD school call for removal of 
principal  (posted March 24 on impactnews.com)

“My child has attended Blanco Vista [Elementary School] 
since kindergarten. He is now in fourth grade. I have 
noticed that ever since Ms. Davis was transferred out, the 
school has gone down. This is in regard to caring teachers 
and staff. It seems that teachers are just doing the mini-
mum to get by.”

—Concerned parent

“My children attend Blanco Vista, and I have to disagree 
with the comments below. There have been several multi-
cultural events, including Las Posadas, Cinco de Mayo and 
Dia de Los Muertos. I believe they do a great job there.”

—Josh

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

Should the city of San Marcos create its 
own in-house economic development 
team and reduce funding to the 
Greater San Marcos Partnership?

Attending ribbon  
cuttings and grand  
openings as well as search-
ing for new local busi-
nesses is all in a days work 
for a general manager at 
Community Impact News-
paper. While out and about 
in the community I am 
constantly surrounded by 
growth and excited by the 
discovery of new indus-

tries. At most of the events I attend residents talk of 
growth and change in their neighborhoods.  
    Although many residents are excited at the prospect 
of new businesses opening in the community and 
bringing jobs with them, there is also concern regard-
ing the pace and direction of economic development. 
To find out more about how the city of Kyle has been 
gearing up for their next phase of economic growth, 
be sure to read reporter JJ Velasquez’s front-page story 
in this month’s issue.

The rapid growth in the area also sparks concern 

about the sustainability and preservation of resources 
such as water. In this issue editor Brett Thorne’s front-
page story outlines the plan the city of San Marcos 
has approved to combat the ongoing drought and 
conserve our water supply in the face of another hot 
summer.  
    While attending the Texas Green Home and Living 
Show in San Marcos on March 28, I spoke to a city 
employee about the benefits of purchasing a rain bar-
rel. Harvesting rainwater is a great way to conserve 
this precious resource and lower your water bill—and 
in my case puts off my husband’s plans of xeriscaping 
our yard a little longer. So for now, I can still enjoy 
the grass between my toes.

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

Lacy Klasel
GENERAL MANAGER

lklasel@impactnews.com

CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065
2015 XV Crosstrek 
2.0i Prem 5MT

$319mo 1

$999 Due at signing
1.49% APR � nancing available 
WAC for 48 mos

2015 Forester 2.5i
6MT with Alloys

$269 mo 2  

$999 Due at signing
0.9% APR � nancing available 
WAC for 48 mos

2015 XC60 T5
Drive-E FWD Premier

$399mo 4

39 MO. LEASE

2015.5 S60 T5
Drive-E Premier FWD

$299mo 4

36 MO. LEASE

1 - Subaru  Crosstrek- With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $999 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly pymts of $319, � nal pymt / residual = $14,098. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $24,734. Stk# Z11655.  2 - Subaru Forester- With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated 
price. 42 mo lease, $999 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly pymts of $269, � nal pymt / residual = $13,152. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,486. Stk# Z11733. 3 - Volvo S60 T5- $2,979 cash due at signing. No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $299, based on $38,600 MSRP of 2015.5 S60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats and 
Metallic Paint, includes destination charge and application of $1,250 Volvo Allowance and $250 Lease Bonus.  Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile.  Take new retail delivery from dealer stock by April 30, 2015.  Car shown with optional equipment. Advertised lease payment and � nancing excludes taxes, title, and regis. fees and is available for quali� ed 
customers based on FICO score through Volvo Car Financial Services.  4-Volvo XC60 T5 - $3,579 cash due at signing. No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $399, based on $41,705 MSRP of 2015.5 XC60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats and Metallic Paint, includes destination charge and application of $750 Volvo Allowance. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 
10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile.  Take new retail delivery from dealer stock by April 30, 2015.  Car shown with optional equipment. Advertised lease payment and � nancing excludes taxes, title, and regis. fees and is available for quali� ed customers based on FICO score through Volvo Car Financial Services.
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TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

READER COMMENTS

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

  53.36%
Yes. Other cities in the region have city departments dedicated 
to economic development efforts, so San Marcos should too.

  19.73%
Yes. But the funding for the GSMP should not be cut. The city 
can afford both efforts.

  18.83%
No. The GSMP is making positive progress on economic 
development in the region, and if San Marcos reduces its 
funding commitment, the whole region could be affected.

4.48%
No. The city should not create its own in-house team. We do 
not need to add more salaries to the city’s payroll.

3.59%
Other:
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offers about 50 pre-owned cars on its lot, 
including some sport vehicles and certified 
preowned Fords from four satellite 
locations, Inventory Manager Carter Boyer 
said. Certified preowned cars are usually 
less than four years old and come with 
extended warranties. 512-878-0822.  
www.jordanford.com, 
www.jordanmotorcarssm.com

4  David and Stacy Klaus opened Klaus 
Insurance Agency, 1501 Goforth Road, 
Ste. 104, Kyle, on March 2. The Farmers 
Insurance agency offers automobile, 
home, life and commercial insurance. 
Other types of insurance, such as 
motorcycle, renters’ and pet insurance, 
are also offered. 512-371-6286.  
www.farmersagent.com/dklaus.  
Twitter: @dklausinsurance

5  Dr. Paulette Sanford opened 
Kohlers Crossing Dental, 4221 Benner 
Road, Ste. 200, Kyle, on March 26. The 
1,970-square-foot dental office contains 
five examination rooms and offers 
services such as laser whitening, digital 
radiography, intraoral camera imaging 
and gum therapy. 512-593-1764.  
www.kohlerscrossingdental.com

6  Riccardo and Criselda Rodriguez 
opened MWS BBQ & Catering, 107 E. 
Center St., Kyle, in the food truck court 
at Down South Railhouse on March 5. 
The barbecue food trailer offers brisket; 
ribs; pulled pork; sausage; sandwiches; 
nachos; and specialty items, such as 
smoked potatoes and tacos. The business 
also caters. 512-618-7418.  
www.facebook.com/mwsmokers.
Twitter: @mwsmokers

7  Texas State University’s Polymer 
and Advanced Materials Laboratory, 
3055 Hunter Road, San Marcos, opened 
at the university’s Science, Technology 
and Advanced Research, or STAR, Park 
in March. The facility uses state-of-the-
art machinery to study polymers, which 
are commonly used in food packaging, 
plastic film and storage. 512-245-2180. 
www.txstate.edu/starpark. 

Now Open

1  STR8 Training, a personal training 
business owned by Muhammad Weusi, 
opened a 24-hour gym, 24/STR8, 2626 
Hunter Road, Ste. 105, San Marcos, 
in late April. The gym is co-owned by 
Weusi and Brittani McCutchen and 
is open 24 hours per day. Members 
are required to sign up for at least two 

trainer-led classes in order to guarantee 
results. The gym specializes in personal 
and small-group training. The business 
will host a grand opening party April 25 
featuring barbecue, drinks, live music 
and more. 512-216-0748.  
www.str8training.com

2  Evans Dermatology, 20871 I-35, Ste. 
200, Kyle, opened Jan. 14. Dr. Venessa 

Peña-Robichaux is the physician at 
the practice, which offers family and 
pediatric dermatology. Services include 
treatment for skin cancer, psoriasis, 
acne, eczema and rosacea as well as 
cosmetic treatments. 512-280-3939.  
www.evans-dermatology.com

3  Jordan Motorcars, 709 N. I-35, San 
Marcos, opened in January. The dealership 
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8  Lynn and Sam Bostick opened This 
& That, 12205 Hwy. 21, Niederwald, on 
March 23. The shop sells indoor and 
outdoor furniture; plants; birdhouses; 
and other new, repurposed, reclaimed or 
restored goods. The business also fixes 
computers. 512-541-1419.  
www.thisandthattexas.com 

Coming Soon

9  Eduardo Martinez will open Beijing 
Bistro, 3420B FM 967, Ste. B110, 
Buda, in June. The original location 
of the Chinese restaurant, which does 
not feature a buffet, is in Manor. The 
2,500-square-foot restaurant will seat 
about 60 people, Martinez said.  
www.beijingbistrotexas.com

10  Tim and Sophea Tippett will open 
Bobcat Nail and Spa, 125 Moore St., 
Ste. 105, San Marcos, in late April. 
The business will provide manicures, 
pedicures and waxes as well as full nail 
and facial services. 512-757-9682

11  Edward Jones, 3420B FM 967, Buda, 
will open June 1. Financial adviser 
Matthew Raves will provide retirement 
planning, education planning and tax-
efficient strategies for clients.  
512-644-6351. www.edwardjones.com.
Twitter: @edwardjones

12  Vicky Eckel will open Firehouse 
Subs, 2586 S. I-35, Ste. 102, San Marcos, 
by early May. Founded by a fireman 
in 1994, Firehouse Subs serves sub 
sandwiches, chili and chips, among 
other items. The business, with more 
than 1,000 franchise locations in the 
U.S., contributes to supporting first 
responders. www.firehousesubs.com

13  The Learning Experience, 835 Main 
St., Buda, will open in late 2015. The 
early education academy will provide 
early literacy programs, sign language 
programs for infants and toddlers, 
and a curriculum that will teach the 
importance of giving. 888-991-4222.  
www.thelearningexperience.com 

14  Marc Woffenden will open Two 
Wheel Brewing Co., 535 S. Loop 4, 
Buda, in October. The 5,000-square-foot 
brewery and taproom will offer pale 
ales, India pales ales, German beers and 
British-style brown ales. Customers will 
be able to buy the company’s beer by the 
pint at the taproom.  
www.twowheelbrewing.com

Relocations

15  Corridor Primary Care, formerly 
located at 181 Kirkham Circle, Kyle, 
relocated to 4221 Benner Road, Ste. 
205, Kyle, on March 16. The pediatric 
practice provides checkups, physicals, 
immunizations and camp physicals, 
among other services.  
512-392-1700. www.corridorpd.com 

16  Del Prado Dietz PLLC relocated 
from 300 S. CM Allen Parkway, San 
Marcos, to 323 W. Hopkins St., San 
Marcos, on March 2. The firm provides 
civil and misdemeanor legal services 
in San Marcos and Luling. Service is 
available in Spanish as well as English.  
512-878-0999. www.delpradodietz.com

17  Kama Davis Attorney at Law moved 
her law practice from 300 S. CM Allen 
Parkway, San Marcos, to 323 W. Hopkins 
St., San Marcos, on March 2. The firm 
provides criminal defense and wills 
services. Employees are bilingual in 
Spanish and English. 512-757-8695.  
www.attorneykama.com

18  Paige Procknow moved Pink 
Lemonade, formerly located at 103 Rebel 
Road, Kyle, to the Shoppe at the Railroad, 
203B Railroad St., Buda, in January. 
Procknow sells items such as necklaces, 
headbands and bridal accessories.  
www.shoppinklemonade.com

School Notes

The San Marcos CISD board of 
trustees voted March 30 to approve a 
tuition-based prekindergarten program 
for children in the district who do 

not qualify for free prekindergarten. 
Tuition for the program will cost 
$504 per month. The district’s pre-K 
program recently moved into the newly 
constructed Bonham Prekindergarten 
campus. 512-393-6031. www.smcisd.net

The Lehman High School Spanish Honor 
Society inducted 14 new members into 
its organization in March. New members 
include Melysa Alvarez, America Ambriz, 
Anabel Arvizu, Madison Batman, Jesica 
Cervantes, Claudia Cruz, Daemary 
Diaz, Guillermo Huerta, Baneza Jaimes, 
Tihjs Kudjoe, Kaela Molina, Eutiquio 
Mondragon, Ofelia Negrete and Lila 
Ramos. 512-268-2141. www.hayscisd.net.  
Twitter: @hayscisd 

Texas State University Reserve Officers 
Training Corps, or ROTC, cadet Walter 
Brinker received the George C. Marshall 
Award on March 30. The award—which 
honors the top cadets in the nation—was 
made during the Marshall Awards and 
Leadership Seminar in Leavenworth, 
Kansas. The university has sent a 
representative to the conference for each 
of the past three years, but this is the first 
time one of the university’s students has 
been selected as a top cadet.  
512-245-2111. www.txstate.edu.  
Twitter: @txst

Anniversaries

19  Austin Extreme Graphics, 230 
Distribution Cove, Buda, celebrated its 
10th anniversary Feb. 9. The company 
provide vehicle wraps, storefront 
lettering, logo design and printing for 
business cards, signs and banners.  
512-312-2715.  
www.austinextremegraphics.com

Closings

20  Rhea’s Ice Cream, 318 N. LBJ Drive, 
San Marcos, will close June 28. Owner 
Rhea Ortamond said she plans to move 
to Chicago “to pursue a new adventure.” 
The shop serves freshly made ice cream 
and opened in 2010. 512-667-7598

David and Stacy Klaus’ insurance agency, Klaus 
Insurance Agency, opened in Kyle on March 2. 

Compiled by Brett Thorne and JJ Velasquez
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Vicky Eckel will open Firehouse Subs, 2586 S. 
I-35, Ste. 102, San Marcos, by early May.

12

Corridor Primary Care moved its office to Benner 
Road in Kyle in March. 

15

Owner Paige Procknow moved her boutique store, 
Pink Lemonade, to Railroad Street in Buda. 

A premiere, appointment-only, exercise studio in downtown Buda, with brand new equipment versatile 
enough for any type of workout.

Here to educate and help solve puzzling healthy lifestyle issues
One piece at a time...one person at a time.

FREE 
ASSESSMENT/
ORIENTATION 

With the purchase of an 
introductory package 

(a $45 value).
Must mention this ad. Offer valid for first 

time purchases only.

203 Rai l road St . , Ste . 1A, Buda, TX  78610  •  512-295-0516  •  www.CustomFit tpt .com

• Healthy alternative to 
typical � tness training

• Proper, effective exercise, through 
supervised techniques

• Chronic pain relief with corrective and 
� exibility training

• Lifestyle modi� cation exercise for 
weight loss, injury rehabilitation, 
performance enhancement, and more
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News or questions about San Marcos, Buda or Kyle? 
Email sbknews@impactnews.com.
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512-295-6530
wiatexas.com
3601 Kyle Crossing, Ste. A, Kyle

Germer Insurance Services

G e r m e r  I n d u s t r i e s , I n c .

Serving Central  
Texas Since 1965

Commercial. 
Home. 
Auto. 
Life. 512-593-1764

4221 Benner Rd., Suite 200
Kyle, TX 78640

info@KohlersCrossingDental.com
Paulette Sanford, DDS

Featuring the latest 
laser technology!

KohlersCrossingDental.com
Kohler’s Crossing

In front of 
Plum Creek  
Golf Course

1626

WE ARE OPEN 

FROM 7 AM - 7 PM

Nathan and Jennifer Cross opened their Kyle store, Cross Plants and Produce, in March 2014.
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Cross Plants and Produce
Kyle nursery and all-natural grocery store 
aims to expand services after first-year success

Jennifer and Nathan Cross said they 
have gotten many “thank yous” and 
a few hugs since opening in March 

2014.
Cross Plants and Produce, the married 

couple’s plant nursery and grocery store, 
has grown 30 percent in the year since its 
opening near downtown Kyle, and people 
cannot stop showing their enthusiasm 
for the business—by shopping there 
frequently, volunteering to help or getting 
the word out, the Crosses said.

“They’re just so glad they don’t have to 
go to Austin for grass-fed meats and that 
kind of thing,” Jennifer said. “It’s like a 
little oasis.”

The produce the Crosses carry at their 
store is mostly locally produced, all-natu-
ral meats and vegetables. The store carries 
longhorn meat from Buda’s Dear Run 
Ranch and Angus beef from a Pearsall 
producer.

Organic coffee and honey are also 
among the popular store items, the 
Crosses said.

Like their produce the Crosses empha-
size local sourcing when it comes to the 
plants they sell. Native plants the Cen-
tral Texas climate can sustain, even in 
drought, are among the available items in 
the nursery.

Educational classes on topics such as 
lawn care, tomato gardening and nutri-
tion, are also provided at the store on 
certain days.

Jennifer said people like shopping at 
her store because it is family-oriented, 
and they can have a conversation with 
the owners and their part-time store 
employee, whether for advice on garden-
ing or a casual chat.

Parents can take their children for use 
of the various amenities in the outdoor 
play area. A miniature donkey and 
miniature horse call Cross Plants and 

Produce home.
“I don’t think people dread having to 

come here to get their food,” Jennifer 
said. “Where other places it might be a 
chore, this is more … relaxing.”

The business in February received 
the Kyle Area Chamber of Commerce 
award for small business of the year. The 
Crosses said they were humbled by the 
award, but they were not ready to rest on 
their laurels.

“We put the plaque on the shelf and 
went to work the next day,” Nathan said.

Although Nathan said he does not 
want his business to ever become too big, 
expanding services is on the horizon.

Nathan said he is mulling a subscrip-
tion package for grocery store customers 
in which clients can pay to receive a set 
order of groceries each week. He also 
said he was considering adding flowerbed 
installation as a service.

From increasing their plant inven-
tory to stocking more consumables, the 
Crosses said they plan on offering more 
goods with the goal of attracting more 
customers. 

“I want to be a household name where 
if you want to get good food in Kyle, this 
is where you come,” Jennifer said.

Cross Plants and Produce

BUSINESS

705 N. Old Hwy. 81, Kyle
512-262-7513
www.crossplantsandproduce.com,
Hours: Tue.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Sun. 1-6 p.m.

The Crosses’ nursery inventory features be-
tween 2,000 and 3,000 plants.

By the numbers

By JJ Velasquez

30%
growth

in sales
March 2014-
March 2015

Tomatoes
are the highest- 
most popular 
produce item  

in summer

900Eggs sold
in a week

200
pounds of 
meat sold 

a week

Bacon
is the most popular meat

Cross Plants and Produce includes a grocery 
store stocked with local, organic produce.

The store features amenities for outdoor play 
and hosts birthday parties, among other events.
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Pie Society’s menu includes 10 signature pizzas and a pie of the day, which is chosen by the staff.
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Pie Society
San Marcos entrepreneurs put fresh spin on 
an old classic, plan next venture

The Katz brothers have built two 
thriving businesses by addressing 
gaps in San Marcos’ dining and 

nightlife scenes. Dos Gatos Kolaches 
added what the brothers saw as a much-
needed alternative to the city’s breakfast 
scene, which is mostly dominated by tacos. 
Zelick’s Icehouse added a low-key social 
bar to the city’s nightlife offerings.

For their newest business, the brothers, 
along with business partner Benji 
Ackerman, are looking to improve on one 
of San Marcos’ staples. 

Pie Society opened at 700 N. LBJ Drive, 
San Marcos, in June. The location formerly 
housed Zen’s Pizza, a San Marcos staple 
for many years. Chase Katz said he and his 
brother Seth pounced on the location when 
the owner of Zen’s announced plans to 
close his restaurant in 2013. 

“When he closed the doors it was like, 
‘OK let’s try to blow that thing up,’” 
Chase said. 

Pie Society serves New York-style 
pizzas as well as subs, salads, craft beer 
and other drinks. 

The restaurant has 10 signature pies on 
its menu, including the Balance of 

 

Power, which features fresh spinach, spicy 
sausage and Texas honey. Kitchen staffers 
also create a “pie of the day” each day. Most 
large pizzas cost $20-$24.

“There is a completely different 
distinction between our pizza and 
someone else’s pizza,” Chase said. “The 
biggest one is quality.”  

Ackerman, who also manages Zelick’s 
Icehouse, said the trio believes its focus on 
quality ingredients sets it apart from other 
pizza restaurants in the area.  

Chase said Pie Society keeps its 
ingredients on a rack at the back of the 
restaurant, in plain view of the dining area. 
The decision to display the ingredients in 
public view is a way of saying, “We’re not 
hiding anything,” he said. 

The handmade, high-quality mantra the 
partners stuck to for the pizzeria carried 
over to the Social Parlor, which Seth 
described as a “business within a business.” 
Behind a heavy wooden door at the back 
of the restaurant is a cocktail lounge that 
would not look out of place in an episode 
of “Mad Men.” Wood furnishings sit 
under dim lamp light, and bartenders craft 
classic cocktails such as Manhattans, Old 
Fashioneds and Aviations.  

“We’re trying to stick mainly to true  

 
classics,” Seth said. “We’re trying to expose 
people to something that hasn’t really been 
[in San Marcos].”

The brothers are in the planning stages 
for their fourth concept, to be built on 
property they own behind Zelick’s near 
the intersection of North and Hutchison 
streets. 

“Before we opened the kolache bakery 
we’d never baked kolaches,” Chase said. 
“Before we opened the bar we’d never 
tended the bar or worked in a bar. Before 
we opened the pizzeria we had never 
made a pizza. We pretty much just did it 
knowing that we wanted to do the best 
we can.”

DINING

Pie Society

700 N. LBJ Drive, San Marcos 
512-805-8900 
www.piesmtx.com
Hours: Pie Society—Mon.-Wed. 11 a.m.-
11 p.m., Thu.-Sat. 11 a.m.-midnight, Sun. 
Noon-11 p.m.; Social Parlor—Thu.-Sat. 5 
p.m.-1 a.m.

W Sessom Dr.

N
. LB

J D
r.

Map not to scale

The Balance of Power pie features spicy sau-
sage, spinach and Texas honey. 

From left: Seth Katz, Benji Ackerman and Chase 
Katz opened Pie Society in 2014. 

By Brett Thorne

Living the highball life
Brothers Chase and Seth Katz, along with 
business partner Benji Ackerman, opened 
the Social Parlor in November, months 
after their pizzeria, Pie Society, opened. 
The lounge, located in Pie Society, serves 
classic cocktails in a relaxed atmosphere, 
Seth said. All of the mixers and juices the 
bartenders use are fresh-squeezed or 
handmade each day, he said. 

“There is no soda gun back there,” Seth 
said. “Everything is either out of a bottle 
or handmade.”
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A U S T I N  R A D I O L O G I C A L  A S S O C I A T I O N

ARA is pleased to announce the opening of a full-service medical 
imaging center and breast imaging center in Kyle. ARA in Kyle 
is conveniently located for residents of Kyle, Wimberley, Buda, 
Manchaca and all points in between.

The Kyle location will feature all the convenience and trusted 
service you expect from ARA as well as leading-edge technology 
such as 3T MRI, 3D mammography and low-dose CT. 

We look forward to serving you and your family!

SCHEDULE AT 512.453.6100 OR AUSRAD.COM
4211 BENNER RD., SUITE 100, KYLE TX 787640

OPENING
 MAY 1

www.TWWGolf.com • www.TWWGolf.com • www.TWWGolf.com • www.TWWGolf.com

Registration and Lunch 11:00-1:00, Tee-Time 1:00
This includes a Welcome Party, 18-holes of golf, riding cart, shirt, attendee 

gift bag, lunch, BBQ dinner, team prizes, door prizes and a Ton of Fun!

One More Thing - Free Beer!
Awards: Longest Drive - Closest to the Pin

Welcome Party

Friday, May 15, 2015 - 7:00 pm
Quail Creek Country Club

2701 Airport Hwy, San Marcos, TX
(512) 353-1665

Quinton L. Clayton
2700 Hunter Rd., Suite B

San Marcos, Texas
(512) 665-3944

Website Sponser

4 PERSON SCRAMBLE
QUAIL CREEK COUNTRY CLUB

SATURDAY, MAY 16TH , 2015
$125.00 PER PERSON

Hole In
One Prize

2015 Chevy
Camaro!

2015 Chevy2015 Chevy2015 Chevy2015 Chevy2015 Chevy2015 Chevy2015 Chevy2015 Chevy2015 Chevy2015 Chevy2015 Chevy2015 Chevy2015 Chevy2015 Chevy2015 Chevy2015 Chevy2015 Chevy2015 Chevy2015 Chevy2015 Chevy
Camaro!Camaro!Camaro!Camaro!Camaro!Camaro!Camaro!Camaro!Camaro!Camaro!Camaro!Camaro!Camaro!Camaro!Camaro!Camaro!Camaro!Camaro!Camaro!Camaro!Camaro!

Sponsored By
Chuck Nash Auto Group

At the Bunker Vein & Imaging Center, 
we take preventative action to diagnose and treat 

the underlying cause, so that you feel comfortable in your skin!

ROUND ROCK • 7200 WYOMING SPRINGS, STE. 1550

(512) 726-0599 • www.bunkerveins.com
REQUEST AN APPOINTMENT FOR A CONSULTATION!

DON’T LET THIS HAPPEN TO YOU!

Leading-edge care. Uncommon commitment. Beautiful results.Leading-edge care. Uncommon commitment. Beautiful results.

Most insurances accepted • Financing available • Open Saturdays • Se Habla Español

WESTLAKE • 2712 BEE CAVES ROAD, SUITE 122 • AUSTIN

MTC is committed to being a leader in social impact by 
educating and training youth. The more effective we are in 
educating, training, and placing young people in quality 
jobs—the greater their chances of succeeding in life. At MTC 
Job Corps centers, student job placement and other key 
performance measures are closely monitored every month. 
MTC has consistently been one of the highest performing 
operators of the Job Corps program.

Recreation Specialist - Part Time

Cook Helper

Security Officers

Residential Advisor (Dorm Attendant)

Licensed Vocational Nurse

Mobile Advisors (Bus Drivers) Part-time

Roads and Grounds Keeper

Medical Assistant Instructor

GARY JOB CORPS OFFERS FULL BENEFITS WITH 401K!

Management & Training Corporation is an Equal Opportunity Employer Minorities/Females/Disabilities/Veterans.

Apply online at: WWW.MTCJOBS.com  (512) 396-6604
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SanMarcosDodge.com
2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN *2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 

Come visit 
Buford!

SALES
888.688.0589

2990 I-35 SOUTH
SAN MARCOS, TX  78666

SanMarcosDodge.comSanMarcosDodge.comSanMarcosDodge.com
2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN **2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 2015 CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN 

Come visit Come visit 
Buford!Buford!Buford!Buford!

SanMarcosDodge.com
*STOCK # C5021 2015 CHRYSLER 200 LIMITED. MSRP $25205, REBATE $3000, DEALER DISCOUNT $3210, EQUAL 
$18995 PLUS TT&L.SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS.

McCarty Ln.

Barnes D
r.

Hun
ter

 Rd
.

*IMAGES FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY$18,995
$18,995

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at sbknews@impactnews.com. Compiled by Brett Thorne

2    FM 967
To date, drainage structures, sub grade and road bed have been 
constructed within the project area. The project will add a center 
turn lane and shoulders to the span of the road between Cole 
Springs Road and FM 1626 in Buda.

Timeline: Sept. 2014-fall 2015
Cost: $4.4 million 
Funding sources: Hays County

3    North LBJ Drive  
Crews are continuing utility work along North LBJ Drive, which 
has caused lane closures on the road and on Chestnut Street. 
When completed the road will include 5- to 8-foot-wide sidewalks 
and 14-foot-wide shared lanes for bicycles and cars. Project 
Engineer Shaun Condor said the city is considering the possibility 
of incorporating dedicated bike lanes into the road. 

Timeline: 2014-summer 2015
Cost: $7 million
Funding sources: TxDOT, city of San Marcos

4    Goforth Road
This project will be the first of five Kyle roads to undergo 
construction using funds from the $36 million road bond approved 
by voters in 2013. The portion of Goforth Road from I-35 to Brent 
Boulevard will consist of three lanes. The portion from Brent 
Boulevard to Bunton Creek Road will consist of four lanes. The 
tentative timeline calls for construction to begin in June.

Timeline: June 2015-March 2016 
Cost: $9.04 million 
Funding sources: city of Kyle

5     Hwy. 21   
TxDOT is working to improve safety on Hwy. 21 between Hwy. 80 
and Yarrington Road in San Marcos. Improvements include 
reducing speed limits from 65 mph to 60 mph and 55 mph on 
certain parts of the road. Flashing beacons have also been 
installed on the road to alert motorists that school buses may 
be picking up or dropping off students. The improvements were 
initiated after a San Marcos CISD school bus was involved in a 
crash on the road in March.

Timeline: spring 2015-summer 2015
Cost: N/A
Funding sources: TxDOT

1   RR 12
The project will improve the span of RR 12 from RM 32 in 
Wimberley to Wonder World Drive in San Marcos. 
Shoulders are also being added to that section of the road. 
The project will also add a center turn lane to the span of 
road between Saddleridge Drive and Hugo Road in San 
Marcos.

Timeline: Jan. 2014-late spring 2015
Cost: $4.4 million
Funding sources: Hays County, Texas Department of 
Transportation

Road construction

NOW 
HIRING!

DIRECT CARE STAFF
Evening (2-10), night (10-6), and weekend shifts available. Must be 21 
years of age & High School Graduate.

WANT TO MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE 

IN A YOUNG 
PERSON’S LIFE?

PLANT OPERATIONS TECHNICIAN
Current Texas driver’s license and good driving record. Must have 
knowledge of building/facility maintenance safety codes and 
regulations. General Maintenance License, HVAC License or Electrician 
License preferred. Two years of building maintenance/repair in a 
healthcare environment preferred.

VISIT www.sanmarcostc.com TO APPLY

RVLandTX.com
23401 I-35 (Exit 210) • Kyle, TX 78640
512-234-MYRV (6978) • 888-435-0789

$16,995
PLUS TT&L
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Schedule your consultation today.

(512) 458-2141
tocaustin.com

1300 WONDER WORLD DRIVE |SAN MARCOS, TEXAS | 78666

1180 SETON PARKWAY SUITE 200 | KYLE, TEXAS  | 78640

 

 

We focus on two principles: extraordinary results 
and uncompromising care.  

EYELID SURGERY BY EYELID SPECIALISTS

TEXAS OCULOPLASTIC CONSULTANTS
NOW IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

Pedernales Electric Cooperative
www.pec.coop/digging 

Do you know if or where 
underground utilities are located on 
your property? For projects large 
or small, call 811 at least 48 hours 
before you dig. Professional utility 
locators will then mark the locations 
of underground facilities. This call is 
the law — and could save your life.

Know what’s 
below — 
call before 
you dig!

Please visit www.relayforlife.org/bksm  
for more information and to learn more  
about these opportunities, or contact:  

Sarah Teeter smwjwt@yahoo.com • (512) 468-4909

Be a part of a TEAM:
Participation is easy – gather your friends, family 
and/or co-workers and create your team online!

This year there is NO Registration fee for all Participants!
 

Purchase a LUMINARIA:
Remember or Honor a loved one by dedicating 

a luminaria to be lit during our event. A suggested 
donation of $5 will help light the way to a cure.

 
SURVIVORS:

We will be honoring you at our Survivor Dinner 
on Tuesday, April 28th! Please make sure you have 
registered online in order to receive your invitation.

There’s No Finish 
Line until we 
Find a CURE!

Relay For Life of Buda, Kyle and San Marcos  
May 9, 2015

4pm – Midnight at Barton Middle School

Ways for YOU  
to get involved 
in the FIGHT  

against cancer:  
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Your Career in Advanced 
Manufacturing Begins Here!
GCA Services Group is a key contingent workforce 
supplier to Freescale Semiconductor within each of 
their front-end wafer manufacturing sites. Our team is 
dedicated to safety, value and efficiency.

We are currently expanding our team of Semiconductor 
Equipment Operators and Technicians.

All shifts are available (Day and Night). Training is 
provided. Fast paced employee skill development 
is encouraged and supported. The compressed shift 

schedule allows for extended weekends and overtime 
opportunities. This is an “active” role and our team 
members are stimulated both physically and mentally. 
Employee compensation is very competitive!

The semiconductor fabrication plants are located in 
Northeast (near 183/290 interchange) and Southwest 
Austin (Oak Hill near the “Y”).

Please feel free to visit our regional office to complete 
an application & assessment or you may visit our web-
site to submit your resume and letter of interest.

GCA Services Group. Inc.
2324 Ridgepoint Dr. Suite F1 Austin, TX 78754   
512-615-3400
www.gcaservices.com/careers

NOW HIRING - MANUFACTURING SUPPORT PERSONNEL (OPERATOR)

APPLY ONLINE: WWW.GCASERVICES.COM

A criminal background check, results of which are not necessarily 
a bar to employment, and a drug screen are required. 

CITY & COUNTY
News from San Marcos, Buda, Kyle and Hays County Compiled by Brett Thorne and JJ Velasquez

Kyle’s iconic water tower may be replaced HCPUA updates Hays County on water project 
KYLE The iconic water tower on Kyle’s 
Center Street could be due for significant 
repairs and might need to be replaced, 
city officials said during a March 28 bud-
get workshop.

Filled with sand, the tower has been 
out of service for about 10 years because 
it was not holding water well, Mayor 
Todd Webster said.

Assistant City Manager James Earp 
said issues were identified during a recent 
inspection. The structure, built sometime 
around the 1950s, has reached its life 
expectancy, Earp said.

“By no means are we recommend-
ing [replacing the tower], but that is an 
option that was put on the table,” he said.

Structural issues include rusting at the 
top of the tower. He said the entire lid 
needs to be replaced with fresh metal.

City Manager Scott Sellers presented 
to Kyle City Council a proposed five-year 
capital improvement projects list for fis-
cal years 2015-16 to 2018-19. Rehabilitat-
ing or replacing the red-white-and-blue 
tower could be funded in fiscal year 2016-
17, according to the document. It is listed 
as an $800,000 expenditure, but city 

Epic Piping beefs up job creation numbers
SAN MARCOS  One of San Marcos’ 
biggest jobs announcements in the past 
decade got bigger in March.

At a City Council meeting March 17, 
a representative from Epic Piping, which 
announced in December its plans to open 
a plant in the former Butler Manufactur-
ing facility at 2301 I-35 Frontage Road, 

HAYS COUNTY The first phase of a 
project that will ultimately bring water 
from Caldwell and Gonzales counties to 
Hays County could be complete by 2017, 
said Graham Moore, general manager of 
the Hays Caldwell Public Utility Agency.

Moore presented an update on the proj-
ect to the Hays County Commissioners 
Court on March 30. 

The first phase of the HCPUA proj-
ect will construct a pipeline connect-
ing Kyle to Buda. It will allow Kyle to 
sell some of its water to Buda, which 
is expected to face a water shortage in 
2017, according to estimates from the 
city of Buda. Later phases will bring 
water from the Carrizo Wilcox Aquifer 
to San Marcos, Kyle, Buda and the Can-
yon Regional Water Authority.

Moore said the purpose of the 
project’s first phase is to defer the need 
for Carrizo-Wilcox water, which will 
eventually be transported via a nearly 
100-mile pipeline from Gonzales and 
Caldwell counties to Hays County.

“Through the HCPUA [Kyle] would 
sell excess water to Buda,” Moore said. 
“It may be surface water. It may be 

groundwater. It may be a combination.”
Moore said the agency has applied 

for $12 million in funds from the State 
Water Implementation Fund for Texas, a 
revolving fund in which entities take out 
loans for water projects throughout the 
state and repay them over time.

The HCPUA currently holds permits 
for 10,300 acre-feet of water annually 
from the Gonzales County Underground 
Water Conservation District. The agency 
also plans to pursue rights to 4,700 
acre-feet annually from the Plum Creek 
Conservation District, which covers part 
of Kyle and as far south as Luling. 

officials said that figure is preliminary.
If the tower were replaced, it would 

be replaced by a functional tower, and 
that could lessen water pressure issues 
that have affected residents in the city’s 
historic Old Town neighborhood, Earp 
said. A new tower would have about a 
50-year lifespan.

Rehabilitating the tower would likely 
cost the same amount, but it would not be 
made functional again. The rehabilitated 
structure would likely require repairs 
sooner than a new tower, Earp said.

Whether repairs to the tower are 
included in the FY 2015-16 budget or 
later will be determined as the city moves 
forward with its budget process. The FY 
2015-16 budget must be adopted by Oct. 1.

Buda City Council
Meets at 6:30 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month
Live webcasts of meetings:  
www.ci.buda.tx.us/index.aspx?NID=390
121 Main St. • 512-312-0084
www.ci.buda.tx.us

Kyle City Council
Meets at 7 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month 
Live webcasts of meetings:
www.ustream.tv/channel/kyle-city-council
100 W. Center St. • 512-262-1010
www.cityofkyle.com

San Marcos City Council
Meets at 6 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month
Live webcasts of meetings:  
www.sanmarcostx.gov/videos 
630 E. Hopkins St. • 512-393-8000
www.sanmarcostx.gov/

Hays County  
Commissioners Court
Meets at 9 a.m. each Tuesday
Live webcasts of meetings: 
www.co.hays.tx.us/commcourtlive
111 E. San Antonio St., San Marcos
512-393-2205 • www.co.hays.tx.us

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_sbk

Tweetings

Meetings For the full version of any of these articles, 
visit us online at impactnews.com/sbk.

announced the company plans to hire 
500 workers for its new location over the 
course of 10 years.

Epic Piping will receive a refund of  
80 percent of the city’s ad valorem taxes 
generated by newly added real and per-
sonal property over 10 years, per an eco-
nomic development incentive agreement 

with the city of San Marcos. The company 
must meet certain job-creation require-
ments and employ at least 350 people in 10 
years to receive the refund.

The company is based in Louisiana and 
builds pipes for a variety of industries.

Epic President Kent Shepherd said the 
company, which deals heavily in the oil and 
gas industry, has not softened its outlook in 
the wake of depressed oil prices.

“[Oil and gas is] just one of the five or 
six major markets that we do business 
with,” Shepherd said. “We pretty well 
[fabricate] pipe for any type of [industry]. 
We’ll be higher than 350 [jobs], be it 500 
or more.”

The company began hiring in March. 
More information on employment oppor-
tunities can be found at  
www.epicpiping.com/epic-careers.
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The city of Kyle may invest $800,000 to repair or 
replace a water tower near downtown.
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Recent activity:  
Workman has authored or co-authored 65 
bills this session.

AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

UPDATES FROM YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS FOR SAN MARCOS, BUDA AND KYLE

SEN. JUDITH ZAFFIRINI • DISTRICT 21

D-Laredo

Elected: 1987

512-463-0121

judith.zaffirini@
senate.state.tx.us

Recent activity: 

Zaffirini has 
authored or 
co-authored 182 
bills this session.

• SB 21, a tuition 
revenue bond bill, 
would provide 
funding for 84 capital construction 
projects at 59 Texas colleges and 
universities, including Texas State 
University.

• SB 23, relating to universally 
accessible prekindergarten education 
for all 4-year-old and some 3-year-old 
children in Texas. 

35

10
10

181

San 
Antonio

Laredo Corpus 
Christi

SEN. DONNA CAMPBELL • DISTRICT 25

R-New Braunfels

Elected: 2013

512-463-0125

donna.campbell@senate.state.tx.us

Recent activity: 

Campbell has authored or co-authored 127 
bills this session.

• SB 1440, related to the Electro 
Purification project, would bring a 
portion of unregulated water in Hays 
County under the control of the 
Edwards Aquifer Authority.

• SB 1819 would restrict resident status 
for higher education to those who have 
legal residence in the United States. 

35
10

10

281

San 
Antonio

Blanco Austin

REP. JOHN CYRIER • DISTRICT 17

R-Lockhart

Elected: 2015

512-463-0682

john.cyrier@
house.state.tx.us

Recent activity:

Cyrier has authored or 
co-authored 24 bills 
this session.

• HB 3116, relating to 
the permit authority 
of the Lost Pines 
Groundwater 
Conservation District, calls for the 
creation of historic use permits for 
uses permitted from Jan. 1, 2001-Dec. 
31, 2012.

• HB 3163 would grant groundwater 
conservation district board members 
immunity from being sued for decisions 
they made on behalf of the board.

35

10

77

Lockhart

Gonzales

REP. JOHN KUEMPEL • DISTRICT 44

R-Seguin

Elected: 2010

512-463-0602

john.kuempel@house.state.tx.us

Recent activity: 

Kuempel has authored or co-authored 58 
bills this session.

• HB 766 would restructure  the Texas 
County and District Retirement System 
fund accounts so as to comply with new 
Governmental Accounting Standards 
Board reporting.

• HB 2634 would help preserve 
competition and avoid conflicts of 
interest in the selection process of 
construction-managers-at-risk by 
governmental agencies.

123

35

10
Seguin

New 
Braunfels

REP. JASON ISAAC • DISTRICT 45

R-Dripping 
Springs

Elected: 2010

512-463-0647

jason.isaac@
house.state.tx.us

Recent activity:

Isaac has 
authored or 
co-authored 94 
bills this session. 

• HB 743, relating 
to the State 
of Texas Assessments of Academic 
Readiness—the standardized tests 
administered to public school students—
would reduce the amount of time needed 
to complete the tests for students in 
grades 3-8.

• HB 1193 would grant appraisal 
districts the authority to exempt from 
ad valorem taxation the appraised 
value associated with one’s rainwater 
collection system.

35
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Austin
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281

290

REP. PAUL WORKMAN • DISTRICT 47

R-Austin

Elected: 2010

512-463-0652

paul.workman@house.state.tx.us

290

35Lakeway

Lago Vista
1431

71

ELECTRO PURIFICATION LEGISLATION

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE 
COVERAGE? 

More legislative coverage at #TxLege and impactnews.com

Follow us on Twitter—@impactnews_sbk—for San Marcos, 
Buda and Kyle, and throughout the legislative session 
search for #CITxLege for coverage that matters to you.

REP. EDDIE RODRIGUEZ • DISTRICT 51

D-Austin

Elected: 2002

512-463-0674

eddie.rodriguez@
house.state.tx.us

Recent activity: 

Rep. Rodriguez 
has authored or 
co-authored 72 bills 
this session.

• Rep. Rodriguez 
authored 
HJR 57 and 
HB 490, which collectively propose 
a constitutional amendment that 
would enable a minimum homestead 
exemption of no less than $5,000 per 
year.

• HB 1616 establishes a “Double Dollars” 
pilot program that brings produce to 
areas where supplemental nutrition 
assistance programs operate.

35

Austin

Creedmoor

183
71

Rep. Jason Isaac, R-Dripping Springs, and Rep. Eddie Rodriguez, D-Austin, filed HB 3405 on March 12. The bill 
would give the Barton Springs Edwards Aquifer Conservation District control over groundwater not regulated by 
the Edwards Aquifer Authority in Hays County. The bill is aimed at bringing Electro Purification’s project under 
the control of a groundwater conservation district. At a Hays County Commissioners Court meeting March 31, 
a representative of Electro Purification said the company would comply with the regulations if the legislation is 
passed. Commissioner Will Conley said he remains skeptical that the company is willing to comply. Sen. Donna 

Campbell, R-New Braunfels, filed a similar bill, known as SB 1440.  
Status: In committee

Isaac and Rodriguez also filed HB 3407 on March 12. The 
bill would limit the power of eminent domain exercisable by 
the Goforth Special Utility District, a water supplier that has 
contracted with Electro Purification for 3 million gallons of water 
daily. The Goforth SUD could use eminent domain—the ability to 
claim land for public use with proper compensation—to build a 
pipeline to deliver water from the project to its service area, which 
includes portions of Hays, Caldwell and Travis counties. Campbell 
also filed a similar bill known as SB 1634.  
Status: In committee

• HJR 78 and HJR 79 were both authored 
by Rep. Paul Workman and four other 
republican representatives. The bills 
request Congress to call a convention 
of the states to propose amendments 
to the U.S. Constitution, under Article V. 
In particular, HJR 78 and HJR 79  would 
impose fiscal restraints on the federal 
government and necessitate a balanced 
federal budget.

Call now for a free in-home estimate:  

512-831-3651
Visit our project gallery at GoFramelessAustin.com

FULLY INSURED | 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Go frameless!Go frameless!
Transform your outdated shower today!

All coupons in this ad can be combined!

*With new shower enclosure purchase. Mention code CI-0415 for discounts when calling.

$75 OFF 
Single Frameless 

Shower Door

$150 OFF
Multi-panel Frameless 

Shower Enclosure

FREE
Diamon-Fusion  

Glass Protectant*

100% LIFETIME WARRANTY

We’ll beat ANY competitive quote  
for frameless shower enclosures

Premium quality custom  
shower doors & tub enclosures 

Large variety of glass & hardware options
Family owned & operated
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

Full House, Senate begin hearing legislation
Texas lawmakers filed more than 6,300 

bills for the 84th Legislature before the 
March 13 bill-filing deadline, according to 
the Legislative Reference Library of Texas.

That March 13 deadline represented 
the first 60 calendar days of the session in 
which the Senate and House could file any 
number of bills but only take action on 

emergency items declared by Gov. Greg 
Abbott. The governor made those declara-
tions Feb. 17 on early education, higher 
education, border security, transportation 
and ethics.

With the 60-day deadline passed, the 
full House and Senate may take action on 
any bill.

By Amy Denney
SB 1601, authored by Sen. Lois Kolkhorst, R-Brenham, would 

prohibit the state or a railroad company from using eminent domain—
acquiring land deemed necessary for public purposes—for high-
speed rail projects.

The Senate Committee on Transportation approved SB 1601 by 
a vote of 5-4 during its April 8 meeting. The bill next goes to the full 
Senate for consideration.

The bill additionally clarifies the definition of high-speed rail to 
mean intercity passenger rail that reaches speeds of 110 mph.

“Exercising eminent domain is controversial, especially when you’re discussing private 
companies,” Kolkhorst said. 

The bill comes after the Texas Central Railway proposed to build a 294-mile railway from 
Dallas to Houston using Japanese technology to achieve speeds of 185 mph. TCR might 
use eminent domain to acquire right of way for the project. TCR Chairman and CEO Richard 
Lawless said the project would not use government subsidies, grants or other funding.

On March 26 the House approved HB 80 on final reading with a vote of 104-39 to 
ban texting while driving statewide. Members approved several amendments, such as 
exempting texting while driving when completely stopped and exempting law enforcement 
during an emergency.

“The main thing is we need to say it is a safety issue in the state,” said Rep. Tom 
Craddick, R-Midland, who authored the bill. “Driving is a privilege, not a right.”

By Kelli Weldon
Numerous education bills have been filed and are progressing in the House and Senate.
On April 8 the House considered several amendments to HB 4, proposed by Rep. Dan 

Huberty, R-Houston. The bill, which aims to make high-quality pre-kindergarten education 
available to more children, was discussed again April 9 and passed by the House. The bill is 
slated to go to the Senate for consideration.

On April 7 the Senate committee heard testimony on bills including SB 1483, filed by Sen. 
Sylvia Garcia, D-Houston. The bill defines community schools, a model districts have used 
to help struggling schools with partnerships, services and a focus on academics, she said. 

“Although community schools are operational in Texas, currently there is no definition or 
uniform set of practices,” she said, noting underperforming schools could have the option 
to choose the community schools model outlined in statute instead of a Texas Education 
Agency intervention team.

Rep. Roland Gutierrez, D-San Antonio, filed HB 456, which would ban e-cigarettes on 
public campuses, and it was placed on a House local and consent calendar for April 9.

A bill that directs the TEA commissioner to give schools A-F performance ratings, SB 6, 
passed the Senate on March 31. The Senate also passed SB 149, which would establish 
committees to determine if students who pass classes but fail standardized tests can 
graduate, and it awaits a House Committee on Public Education discussion. 

By Jennifer Curington
Campus safety and funding are two priorities for most 

university and college campuses in Texas for this session.
The Senate passed SB 11 to allow a person with a 

concealed handgun license to carry his or her firearm 
on university and college campuses throughout the 
state. Proponents of the bill say it will increase safety on 
campuses, but opponents say it could open the door for 
more violence. Many university and college administration 
members have voiced concern and asked the measure not 
be put into law.

The Senate version of the bill has not been heard on the House floor yet, and the House 
version is still in committee.

A Senate subcommittee recently approved SB 1819, which would repeal current state 
law that allows some undocumented immigrants to pay in-state tuition rates at colleges 
and universities. The bill must still pass through one more Senate committee before it 
can be heard on the floor. A similar bill, HB 2912, has not yet been heard in its assigned 
House committee.

TRANSPORTATION

By Joe Olivieri
The Texas Enterprise Fund—an incentive 

tool to attract new jobs and investment to 
the Lone Star State—was the subject of 
discussion during the April 2 meeting of the 
House Committee on Economic & Small 
Business Development.

Lawmakers discussed HB 26, which 
includes abolishing the Texas Emerging 
Technology Fund and creating an Economic 
Incentive Oversight Board. The bill, 
co-authored by Rep. Angie Chen Button, 
R-Dallas, was left pending in committee.

Rep. Jason Villalba, R-Dallas, described HB 
1389, related to the commercialization of emerging technologies, and HB 1506, which 
would transfer money from the Texas Emerging Technology Fund to the Texas Enterprise 
Fund. Both bills were left pending. 

The Senate Natural Resources & Economic Development Committee took up enterprise 
issues April 7. 

SB 1103 relates to the eligibility of property used for large data center projects to 
receive tax benefits under the Texas Economic Development Act. The bill was left pending 
in committee. 

Other bills discussed included SB 1289, related to the duties and continuation of the 
Red River Boundary Commission, and SB 1465, related to creating limited-purpose 
disaster declaration authority for the governor.

ECONOMY AND SMALL BUSINESS

PUBLIC EDUCATION

By Lyndsey Taylor 
The Senate’s Health & Human Services Committee met April 8 and 

discussed several bills related to mental health.
SB 1881, which relates to decision-making agreements for certain 

adults with disabilities, was left pending in committee. The bill, authored 
by Sen. Judith Zaffirini, D-Laredo, provides a less restrictive alternative 
to guardianship and aims to support the independence of Texans 
who are elderly and persons with disabilities, according to Zaffirini’s 
statement of intent for the bill. Currently, those with disabilities are 
placed into guardianship before making their own decisions about their 
lives, such as where the adult wants to live and what kind of health care he or she wants to 
receive, Zaffirini said. The bill proposes an alternative to guardianship called a “decision-
making agreement,” which is an informal, voluntary agreement that does not require court 
involvement. If passed, the bill would allow the agreement to be terminated by either party at 
any time, according to the statement of intent. 

At the meeting Senators also discussed SB 1889 at length. The bill, left pending in the 
committee, is related to the disclosure and use of information in the central registry of child 
abuse and neglect cases in the Department of Family and Protective Services. Currently, some 
parents of children with behavioral or mental health disorders relinquish parental rights to Child 
Protective Services as a last resort to provide mental health care to their children when parents 
cannot afford the cost, Zaffirini said. When parents relinquish their rights, they are placed on 
Texas’ abuse and neglect registry. Zaffirini heavily advocated for the bill and said parents who 
relinquish rights solely to provide mental health services for their children are “loving.”

DFPS can access and use the information in the registry to perform background checks 
and is required to make the information available to agencies including hospitals, clinics, 
schools and local child services agencies. Because of this, those in the registry may be 
barred from employment in any of these agencies.

HEALTH CARE

HIGHER EDUCATION

Sen. Lois Kolkhorst

The House Committee on Economic & Small 
Business Development meets March 26.

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_sbk and search for 
#CITxLege or visit impactnews.com
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• Concealed handguns would be 
allowed on the grounds and in 
buildings owned by a college or 
university.

• Rules can be established in 
regard to storing the handguns 
on grounds but cannot prevent 
licensed individuals from carry-
ing a concealed weapon.

By Leslee Bassman
The House passed House Joint Resolution 8 by a vote of 142-2 and HB 8 by a vote of 

143-2 on April 7. Both measures relate to the state’s Rainy Day Fund, a savings account 
used to accumulate funds that are accrued from a revenue surplus. This account is 
capped at 10 percent of the general fund budget from the previous year, and the overage 
beyond the 10 percent is deposited back into the general fund.

With the passage of HJR 8 and HB 8, the Rainy Day funds in excess of that cap—with 
voter approval—will be used to pay down the state debt early instead of depositing the 
money into the general fund, said Rep. Trey Martinez Fischer, D-San Antonio. 

“The reason I came up with the [early] retirement [of state debt] was [because] we had 
funded a lot of transportation in this state over the last several biennia with borrowed 
money,” said Rep. John Otto, R-Dayton, who filed the bills. “This gives us the option to 
early retire [the debt] when it’s eligible to be called.”

The state funds needed to create an excess, or spillover, are about $4 billion, he said. If 
the Rainy Day Fund is tapped, the date a spillover will occur is pushed back because the 
balance must be rebuilt to more than 10 percent of the total fund revenue, he said.

Otto said if the state’s economy does not perform to the same extent as it has for the 
past two years, the Rainy Day Fund could be tapped next session.

The Senate Finance Committee, led by Rep. Jane Nelson, R-Flower Mound, began 
discussions April 8 on HB 1, the House budget bill. The committee also took up SB 1394 
and SB 1420 relating to property owners’ appraised value and board protests.

SB 53 filed by Nelson on Nov. 10 moved out of the Finance Committee on April 8 by a 
12-0 vote. The bill advocates for stricter fiscal reviews of state agencies and programs.

BUDGET

Sen. Judith Zaffirini

CAMPUS CARRY RULES

During this legislative session, Community Impact Newspaper is reporting on bills and funding 
for the state on budget, economy and small business, transportation, public education, higher 
education, health care and more. All information on this page is as of April 9, 2015.
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 BBQ Cooko� , Live Music, Arts and Cra� s Booths, Food Vendors,
Kidzone, Zip Line, & Bouncy House

FREE PARKING AND SHUTTLE SERVICE
$5 entry fee for entire weekend (rain or shine)

BUDA

30 A Night of Hope
The Greater San Marcos Youth 

Council hosts one of its biggest fundraisers 
of the year. A Night of Hope features wine 
tastings, a New Orleans-themed menu 
curated by chef Bryant Currie, as well as live 
music from The 80H Project, who performs 
pro bono. Guests can also bid on silent 
auction and raffle items, including tickets 
to Disneyland, Southwest Airlines tickets to 
any U.S. destination and a skydiving trip. 
Sponsorships are available for $250-$1,000. 
5:30-9 p.m. $35 (individual), $60 (couples). 
Three Dudes Winery, 125 Old Martindale 
Road, San Marcos. 512-754-0500.  
www.gsmyc.org

May

 April

CALENDAR

Sponsored by

Find more or submit San Marcos, 
Buda or Kyle events at  
impactnews.com/sbk-calendar.

To have San Marcos, Buda or Kyle 
events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted online 
by the fourth Friday of the month.

Online calendar

Compiled by Brett Thorne

02 Foodstock
The event benefits the Hays County 

Food Bank, and attendees are encouraged 
to bring fresh produce, nonperishable food 
items and cash donations. Foodstock, 
which is held periodically throughout the 
year, includes live music, art, food and 
other family-friendly activities. A salsa 
contest is also held to find the best recipe 
in Hays County. 1-6 p.m. Free. Hays County 
Courthouse lawn, 111 E. San Antonio St., 
San Marcos. 512-392-8300,  
ext. 226. www.foodstocksmtx.com

02 Cinco de Mayo Fiesta
The event celebrates Hispanic and 

Latino communities and cultures through 
live performances by local mariachis, 
folklorico dance troupes and Tejano groups. 
Participating organizations include the Hays 
CISD Mariachi Booster Club, Gary Job 
Corps and the Hays JROTC. The Mexican 
Consulate sponsors a coloring contest for 
Dia de las Madres, the Mexican celebration 
of mothers. Some proceeds from the 
sale of food and drinks benefit the Hays 
CISD mariachi scholarship and other local 
organizations. 9:30 a.m.-8 p.m. Free. City 
Square Park, 101 S. Burleson St., Kyle.  
512-917-7569. www.haysfiesta.com  

02 through 03 
Cinco de Mayo celebration 

The event features live music, food and 
more at a celebration of the Spanish 
defeat of the invading French troops at 
the Battle of Puebla. Mariachi bands 
and folklorico dance troupes perform 
at the event, and local vendors sell 
arts, crafts, food and more. The event 
typically draws about 30,000-50,000 
visitors to downtown San Antonio. 
Noon-8 p.m. (May 2-3). Free. Market 
Square, 514 W. Commerce St.,  
San Antonio. 210-207-8602.  
www.marketsquaresa.com
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02 through 03 
Manors, Mancaves, 

Meadows  and a Pigsty
The Heritage Association of San Marcos’ 
annual heritage home tour gives San 
Marcos residents access to eight homes 
in the city, and on Saturday evening the 
Texas Jamm Band, featuring members 
of George Strait’s Ace in the Hole band, 
will be headlining a concert. Homes on 
the tour include two recently remodeled 
Victorian-style houses, a gallery apartment 
downtown, a mid-century modern house, 
a Tuscan-style villa. Noon–5 p.m. $15 
(advance), $20 (May 2-3). Throughout San 
Marcos. www.heritagesanmarcos.org

16 through 17 
Starlight Symphony Orchestra 

concert
The Starlight Symphony Orchestra, a 
nonprofit orchestra composed of musicians 
from throughout the Hill Country, performs 
its show, “Surprise, Excitement and Too 
Funny.” The show features performances of 
popular classical music, symphony member 
Shirlene LeBleu said. 4 p.m. (May 16),  
7:30 p.m. (May 17). Free. Cypress Creek 
Church, 211 Stillwater Road, Wimberley 
(May 16); Hays Performing Arts Center, 979 
Kohlers Crossing, Kyle (May 17).  
www.starlightsymphony.org

through 25 
MR Fest
Downtown San Marcos is 
filled with music as artists 

perform at downtown venues for 
Texas State radio station KTSW’s 
annual festival. This year’s featured 
performers include Pillar Point, Buxton 
and Fat Tony. Times vary by venue. 
Free. Downtown San Marcos.  
512-245-3485. www.mrfest.net

A P R
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Featured EVENT

18 Mutt Strutt
Dogs and humans take a 1-mile walk 

along the banks of the San Marcos River and 
celebrate with food, a silent auction and live 
music afterward. Proceeds from the event 
benefit the adoptable animals at the San 
Marcos Regional Animal Shelter. All dogs must 
be on a leash. 9 a.m. (registration). 10 a.m. 
(walk). $20. San Marcos Plaza Park, 206 N. 
CM Allen Parkway, San Marcos.  
512-262-1659. www.muttstrutt.org

18 4th Annual Casino Night
The event features a barbecue 

dinner, cash bar and casino games at the 
Centex Wing of the Commemorative Air 
Force. Attendees can bid on items in a silent 
auction, including spa visits, massage tables 
and use of the Centex Wing’s Officer’s Club 
for one night. 6-10 p.m. $40 per person. 
Commemorative Air Force Exhibit, 1841 
Airport Drive, San Marcos. 512-396-1943. 
www.cafcentex.com

18 SMART Orchestra Side By Side 
Concert

The San Marcos Artistic Retention and Training 
Orchestra performs a free concert for San 
Marcos. The orchestra brings experienced 
players and novices together. 2 p.m. Free. 
San Marcos High School gymnasium, 2601 E. 
McCarty Lane, San Marcos. 832-866-8355. 
www.smartorchestra.com 

01 through 02 
Feria Del Mariachi

The first day of the annual festival, which 
aims to foster an appreciation of mariachi 
music, features workshops for middle 
and high school students. On Saturday 
mariachis compete in a scholastic 
competition, and on Saturday evening 
winners from the scholastic competition 
perform. 6-10 p.m. (May 1 workshops), 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. (May 2 scholastic 
competition), 7:30 p.m. (May 2 concert) 
$10 (general admission for Texas State 
faculty or staff member), $15 (general 
admission for a senior citizen, student 
or child), $20 (general admission for an 
adult), $20 (preferred seating for a student, 
child, senior citizen or Texas State faculty 
or staff member), $25 (adult). Workshops: 
School of Music, 601 University Drive, San 
Marcos; Scholastic competition: Evans 
Auditorium, 601 University Drive, San 
Marcos; May 2 concert: Strahan Coliseum, 
700 Aquarena Springs Drive, San Marcos.  
eng26@txstate.edu.  
www.feriadelmariachi.com
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John McGlothlin is an alumnus 
of San Marcos High School, 
which he said gives him a 
unique level of experience in 
dealing with the challenges the 
district faces. He said there 
are too many things getting 
in the way of teacher-student 
connections, and smaller class 
sizes may be the solution. He said he has four children 
who are attending or will attend San Marcos High School.

JOHN MCGLOTHLIN

I am running for the school board because there are 
7,500 kids in our schools right now who cannot wait 
three more years for leaders focused on giving them 
the education that they deserve. Our schools have been 
making slow, steady progress forward, but kids are 
slipping through the cracks into joblessness, poverty and 
worse. As our district has inched forward, the world has 
become much more competitive. Our kids now have to 
compete for jobs with others in our state, and kids from 
across the country and the world. 

Mike Occhialini said his 
family has lived in the district 
for 23 years. They home-
schooled their sons for five 
years. His children have all 
graduated high school, and 
he said this will allow him 
to be an impartial board 
member if elected. Occhialini 
said now is the time to focus on improving academic 
performance throughout the district. 

MIKE OCCHIALINI

For me this election means more than mere victory or 
defeat. I hope to raise awareness, improve involvement 
and promote community ownership of our schools. It 
is time to stop throwing money at our problems and 
return to the basic values of education that empower 
people to improve their lives and those of their families. 
The students in our schools are the next generation 
of doctors, lawyers, engineers and soldiers. We have 
the responsibility to prepare our students to face the 
challenges of life and make a contribution to society.

Compiled by Brett Thorne and JJ Velasquez  l *Incumbent

When you’re sick & need to be seen, you can make 
an appointment with your doctor, or any ARC doctor 
at the time and location most convenient for you. 

Book your appointment online, try it today!

Easy Access to Appointments!

Visit ARCappointments.com
Make an Appointment

2015
ELECTION GUIDE

Anne Halsey has lived in San 
Marcos since 2010, and two of 
her children are in the district’s 
schools. Her youngest child is 
preparing to enter kindergarten 
in the fall. Previously Halsey  
has served on the board of 
directors for the Presbyterian 
Parent Cooperative Preschool. 
She was also recently appointed to the San Marcos 
Historical Preservation Commission. 

ANNE HALSEY

I am running for the San Marcos CISD board of trustees 
because I believe public schools are the backbone of 
any healthy community. I want to stand up for my fellow 
parents, neighbors, and taxpayers invested in the future 
of SMCISD and bring a fresh perspective and common-
sense voice to the board. I’m originally from Iowa, where 
my dad was a public school teacher and my mother 
was a public school nurse. I’m a proud product of—and 
champion for—public schools. 

Toby Hooper is a former 
teacher who has lived in the 
district for 13 years. Hooper 
said his experience as a 
nonprofit organization board 
member, a former educator 
and a health care professional 
make him uniquely qualified 
for the board of trustees. 
Hooper said without the proper leadership, the district 
cannot transition to a higher level. 

TOBY HOOPER

The district’s quality has progressed and is now at a 
transition point to elevate higher. I want to help make 
that transition happen. We must not lose this opportunity 
to move forward. Therefore we must have board 
members with valuable insight and experience. As a 
health care professional I’ve seen great transformational 
change and played an active role in its successful 
implementation. I want to bring that type of perspective 
and experience to the district leadership.

SAN MARCOS CISD AT-LARGE

Adam Gonzalez, a 22-year-
old Texas State University 
student, said his age and 
recent experience with public 
schools will allow him to relate 
to the students of the district. 
Gonzalez said he believes 
finances are the biggest 
challenge facing the district, 
which needs to accommodate 
growth without asking taxpayers to foot the bill.

ADAM GONZALEZ

Throughout my life I’ve been deeply involved in 
community service. I have a passion for sharing my 
time, talents and experiences to serve my community. 
I recognize our district has its challenges, and I believe 
in working with the community to better our schools. 
We need to create stronger ties between school board 
trustees and their constituents. I want to draw more 
involvement from teachers and parents. Together we can 
improve the quality of education for current and future 
students. 

Why are you running for a seat on the San Marcos CISD board of trustees?

Juan Miguel Arredondo said 
he is a fifth-generation San 
Marcos native “and a proud 
product of San Marcos CISD.” 
Arredondo said the district 
should raise expectations 
without overspending or 
wasting taxpayers’ money. 
Arredondo said he plans to 
be an advocate for academic excellence and setting high 
expectations. 

I am running because I believe change on our school 
board is desperately needed. The San Marcos CISD 
could become the premier school district in Texas if our 
community elects trustees who do not settle for the 
status quo. I have been a vocal advocate for excellence 
in our schools, and I believe the election of a third new 
trustee in May will enable our district to finally move 
forward. To put it simply, I am running to make our 
schools better so both current and future students 
receive the education they deserve. 

JUAN MIGUEL ARREDONDO
Incumbent Danny Gonzales, 
who has lived in San Marcos 
since 1987, said all of his 
children attended San 
Marcos CISD schools from 
kindergarten through high 
school graduation. Gonzales 
co-chaired the committee 
that formulated the bond 
that voters approved in 2013. Gonzales said he will put 
that experience to work for the district if elected. 

I have been serving the community and schools for many 
years. Currently I am serving as the District 1 trustee and 
feel that my input and knowledge has been of benefit to 
the school board, school district and students. I want to 
learn even more and support our children, teachers and 
community by continuing to represent the best interests 
of those I serve.

DANNY GONZALES*

SAN MARCOS CISD DISTRICT 1

Why are you running for a seat on the San Marcos CISD board of trustees?

SAN MARCOS CISD VOTING 
DISTRICTS

Voters in San Marcos CISD will be able to choose 
two candidates for the at-large seats on the board 
of trustees. Voters in District 1, which is located in 
southeast San Marcos, will be able to vote on the 
two at-large seats and the District 1 seat. 

**At-large candidates Sophia Downing and Jesse Ponce 
did not respond to the Q&A by publication deadline.
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Thinking about 
college, got 
questions?
Go 1-on-1 with ACC  
for help getting started! 

CONTACT US austincc.edu/getstarted

APRIL 1–30

acc -on-1 1

ACC_FY15_ACC1on1_CommImpact-Apr2015.indd   1 3/25/15   1:47 PM

Located in Hays Surgery Center
512-268-FOOT (3668)

www.ThePodiatryGroup.com

Jeff Henke, DPM
Diplomate, American Board 

of Podiatric Surgery

135 Bunton Creek Rd.
Suite 300 • Kyle, Texas

POLLING LOCATIONS

Registered voters in San Marcos CISD or the city of 
Kyle can cast their ballot at any vote center within 
their respective district or city during early voting 
and on election day. For more information about San 
Marcos CISD and city of Kyle polling locations, visit  
www.smcisd.net or www.cityofkyle.com, respectively.

SAN MARCOS CISD
Hays County Government Center**
712 S. Stagecoach Trail, San Marcos

New Life Christian Center
4000 Hwy. 123, San Marcos

San Marcos Housing Residents Office
820 Sturgeon St., San Marcos 

Dunbar Center
801 Martin Luther King Dr., San Marcos

Crockett Elementary School
1300 Girard St., San Marcos

Travis Elementary School
1437 Post Rd., San Marcos

KYLE CITY COUNCIL
Chapa Middle School
3311 Dacy Lane, Kyle

Kyle City Hall***
100 W. Center St., Kyle

Wallace Middle School
1302 W. Center St., Kyle

**denotes early voting polling place
***denotes early and election day voting polling place

KYLE CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 5

Laurie Luttrell is a business 
manager and small-business 
owner. She has lived in Kyle 
for eight years and ran for a 
seat on the council in May and 
again in August. Public safety 
is among Luttrell’s priorities, 
and she would work to 
improve security throughout 
the city, she said.

I’m passionate about my city, and I want to make a 
difference. During the past six years our tax rate has 
risen to the point that it is now the highest of any city 
in Hays County. Our water and wastewater rates have 
increased dramatically. We need to attract business by 
improving our infrastructure, lowering our tax rate and 
trimming our nonessential expenditures. I want to see 
Kyle continue to grow and be an affordable city for its 
residents.

LAURIE LUTTRELL
Jaime Sanchez has spent 
his entire life in the city and 
served on City Council in the 
past. With a background in 
engineering and construction, 
Sanchez said he plans to 
address Kyle’s growing 
infrastructure concerns, but 
the challenges should be 
tackled in a fiscally responsible manner. He said he plans 
to combat “high taxes and wasteful spending” if elected.

I’m a lifelong resident of Kyle, and my passion for the 
community runs deep. I’ve seen Kyle go through many 
changes and continued growth. With that said, more 
than ever our residents need a voice. I want to be that 
voice that represents their needs and addresses their 
concerns. Along with the city’s phenomenal growth 
there are crucial decisions to be made that will keep 
Kyle on the right path. These decisions are vital to the 
community’s health. 

JAIME SANCHEZ
Former U.S. Army officer 
and current EMS paramedic 
Damon Fogley has been 
a member of the Kyle 
community for seven 
years. Fogley previously 
served on the city’s Safety 
and Emergency Services 
Committee. Among his 
priorities are diversifying the tax base and creating local 
primary jobs, he said.

DAMON FOGLEY

I take pride in our city and what we stand for as a 
community. I have over 15 years of public-sector 
service. Our city needs effective and proven leadership, 
especially with the amount of growth that is anticipated 
over the next decade and the problems we face with 
water diversification and road maintenance. I want to 
be part of that change. Of all the issues at play I am 
the most passionate about public safety, transportation 
and water. I will do everything I can in order to keep our 
citizens safe and maintain a desirable quality of life.

Banker Dex Ellison has lived 
in Kyle for four years. He has 
volunteered as a coach for 
the Kyle Invaders, a youth 
football and cheerleading 
club. He is also a graduate 
of the Kyle Citizen’s Police 
Academy. Ellison said he 
plans to improve the quality 
of life in the city by advocating for a recreation center 
or skate park. 

DEX ELLISON

I’m running for the District 6 City Council seat because 
I care very deeply for my community. I want to do 
everything I can to help build this growing community 
into what I see as potentially one of the most prosperous 
and vibrant cities in not only the state but also the union. 
Kyle is at a very crucial point in our great city’s timeline, 
that with the imminent growth we are already facing, 
vigorous decisions need to be made for not only the next 
three years of this seat’s term, but for our future in 10 
years and well beyond.

KYLE CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 6

FOR MORE INFO
For more information and follow-up on the elections, 
visit impactnews.com/vote-2015/vote-austin-metro.

The general and special elections included in this 
guide will be on ballots in the communities covered
by Community Impact Newspaper’s San Marcos/
Buda/Kyle edition.

IMPORTANT DATES

ELECTION DAY: MAY 9, 2015

First day of in-person early voting: April 27
Last day to apply for ballot by mail (received, not postmarked): April 30
Last day of in-person early voting: May 5

DESIGN BY SHAWN EPPS

COMPLETE COVERAGE AT IMPACTNEWS.COM/VOTE-AUSTIN-METRO

Why are you running for a seat on Kyle City Council?

Why are you running for a seat on Kyle City Council?

CITY OF KYLE VOTING 
DISTRICTS

*District 6 Councilwoman Tammy Swaton did not 
respond to the Q&A by publication deadline. 

City of Kyle voting districts consist of three 
geographic-based, or single-member, districts and 
three at-large positions. Districts 1, 3 and 5 are 
at-large positions, and Districts 2, 4 and 6 are based 
on geography. Voters in District 6 will be able to vote 
in the District 5 race as well.
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Kyle is at a crossroads. The decisions we make now 
greatly impact the quality of life of its citizens in the 
short and long term. Kyle needs strong leaders who will 
continue to build on the current good quality of life and 
strive to make that quality of life even better. This will 
require tough decisions to ensure we have a quality road 
system, an ample water supply, and a strong economy 
with flourishing and thriving businesses. All of that must 
happen while ensuring that our tax dollars are spent 
wisely and efficiently.

DAPHNE TENORIO
A homemaker and community 
volunteer, Daphne Tenorio 
previously held a position on 
Kyle’s Planning and Zoning 
Commission, but this is 
her first time seeking an 
elected position. Tenorio has 
committed more than 20 
years to volunteer service, as 
she has participated in various Hays CISD activities and 
volunteered with nonprofit organizations. 
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NOW
HIRING

Free in print. Free online.
No subscription. No paywall.

Check out our openings at 
impactnews.com/about-us/hiring

Is working within your community what you’ve been searching for?
Are “passionate” and “professional” words that describe you?

We’re looking to speak with you.

187 Elmhurst, Suite B
Kyle, TX 78640

KyleChiropractor.com

Bunton Creek

Elmhurst

GET BACK TO ENJOYING YOUR LIFE.
When you have a toothache, you see a dentist.

When you have back or neck pain, auto or sports injury, you see me.

DrDonovanThomasBlog.com

CALL TODAY!
512-268-PAIN

MEMBER OF

NO LONG 
TERM 

TREATMENT 
PLANS!

Kyle
Continued from | 1

Kyle’s Major Employers  

Seton:  ................................591

H-E-B Plus:  ........................415

Lowe’s:  ..............................108

The Home Depot: ...............100

Target: ................................. 81

ACC Hays campus: ........... 80

Kohl’s:  ...............................69

  

About 97 percent of workers living in Kyle leave the city to go to work. City 
leaders said the new economic development strategic plan will emphasize the 
creation of primary jobs within the city limits to lessen the travel burden on 
their citizens, among other benefits.

COMMUTERS’ EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY

KYLE’S COMMUTING PROBLEM

Where are Kyle residents working?
8,422 travel to Austin • 1,727 travel to Houston • 1,633 travel to San Marcos

928 travel to Dallas • 424 travel to Buda • 290 travel to Irving

Sources: Kyle Economic Development, U.S. Census Bureau, Center for Economic Studies

Wholesale trade and
transportation

8.6%

Manufacturing
6.1%

Mining, utilities,  
and construction

6.8%
Accommodation and
food services

8.2%Arts, public admin-
istration and other 
services

11.1%

Educational services  
and health care

22.8%
Retail trade
13.1%

Information, finance, real 
estate, management, and 
support administration

23.1%

Which industries should the city of Kyle target in its new 
economic development plan?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/sbk-poll
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and industrial park development. 
Conversations with developers had begun 
on a possible development, but nothing 
was ever completed, Blank said.

City Manager Scott Sellers said those 
involved in creating the next economic 
development strategic plan will look to 
identify what the next step is for Kyle.

“The things that we take for granted now 
… are probably what we were all praying 
to have back in 2008,” Sellers said. “So now 
the next iteration of the plan is, ‘What is 
the next tier of development?’ We’ve got 
the first tier based on the growth cycle of 
Kyle [since] 2008.”

Blank said although the planning process 
has just begun, two of the plan’s primary 
recommendations will be to create jobs 
and diversify the city’s housing.

The city has experienced a “delayed 
brain drain” because of its lack of move-up 
housing levels, Blank said. Kyle offers 
affordable housing largely for first-time 
homebuyers, but a dearth of homes 
beyond that means the college graduates 
and young professionals who moved to 
Kyle to purchase their first home must 
look elsewhere for housing when they are 
seeking a larger, more expensive home.

“Then we lose them,” she said. “We 
want to be able to keep those kinds of 
individuals, especially.”

The creation of primary jobs, which 
would keep Kyle’s residents from having 
to commute elsewhere to work, will likely 
also be high among the priorities for the 
city’s next phase of economic growth, 
Blank said.

Among the target industries and 
amenities that were outlined in the 2008 
plan were logistics, medical and small 
technology companies, along with a desire 
to create more corporate office space, she 
said.

Blank said the current process will 
determine if those are still relevant for 
the city to pursue. She said she anticipates 
growth in those sectors will become “more 
focused” in the upcoming process.

Retail attractions that can draw people 

from outside Kyle are also a natural target 
for the city’s growth trajectory, Sellers said. 
He added the city is a family-oriented 
town, and retail space would be a good fit 
for its demographics.

“Destination retail brings people in from 
outside the community,” he said. “This 
economic development plan will probably 
be talking about [getting to] the next level.”

Planning process
March 26 was the first so-called summit 

meeting to begin the development of the 
city’s economic development strategic plan. 

A market study examining the 
demographics of the city will be completed 
in May ahead of a second summit meeting, 
when stakeholders will work on strategies 
to tackle weaknesses raised by the study.

In late June the final summit meeting 
will be held. A draft of the plan will be 
distributed, and attendees will be able to 
recommend refinements to the draft.

The plan is scheduled to be brought to 
council for adoption in August, said Roger 
Dale, principal of Natelson Dale, which is 
one of two firms working on the plan.

Dale said a lot has happened since Kyle’s 
last economic plan update. The global 
recession struck, the U.S. made a gradual 
recovery and Kyle continued to experience 
growth. For example, Seton Medical 
Center Hays and the Austin Community 
College Hays campus did not exist when 
the 2008 plan was hatched.

The current process gives the city a 
chance to revisit previous targets while 
adding new ideas to the fold, Dale said.

“I think it gives Kyle the opportunity to be 
in the driver’s seat for the types of growth it 
would like to attract,” he said. “So instead of 
just letting growth happen in a random way 
where you might not get good results, this is 
a way to be proactive and intentional about 
the types of growth that you get so that five, 
10 and 15 years down the line, you have a 
community that matches the vision that 
people would like to see.”

22,534 

2,468
696 employed and

live in Kyle

employed in Kyle, 

but live outside the city

live in Kyle, but are  

employed outside 

of the city
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In Stage 1 at-home car washing is allowed once a week. Irrigation  
with hose-end sprinklers is also allowed once a week on a designated 
day. Filling of new aesthetic water features is prohibited. 

In Stage 2 at-home car washing is allowed once a week. Irrigation with 
hose-end sprinklers is also allowed once a week on a designated day.   
At press time, the city was in Stage 2. 

In Stage 3 at-home car washing is allowed once a week. Irrigation 
with hose-end sprinklers is allowed once every other week at  
specific times. Filling new and existing swimming pools is allowed.

In Stage 4 at-home car washing is allowed once a week. Use of hose- 
end sprinklers is allowed once every other week at specific times. To fill 
existing swimming pools, there must be a health or safety reason.

In Stage 5 at-home car washing is prohibited. Sprinklers are also 
prohibited. The city has never had a fifth stage in its drought  
ordinance.  

San Marcos bases its drought restrictions 
on the level of the Edwards Aquifer’s J-17 
well. Between April and September each 
year for the past four years the level in  
the well has fallen 12-20 ft. 

Sources: The Edwards Aquifer Authority, city of San Marcos 
Design by Melissa Lojewski

Water
Continued from | 1

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

El Nino
On March 5, National Oceanic  

and Atmospheric Administration climate 
scientists officially announced the arrival of 
an El Nino weather cycle that has a 50-60 
percent chance of lasting throughout the 
summer.  El Ninos are meteorological 
occurrences that typically bring wet 
summers to parts of the United States.

Taggart said the city is not banking on a 
wet summer, however.

“[Climatologists] are thinking it’s going to 
be a very weak [El Nino],” he said. “They’re 
not entirely sure what’s going to go on. 

Dianne Wassenich, director of the San 
Marcos River Foundation, said a weak El 
Nino and the ongoing drought in California 
point to a shift in weather patterns that 
could have long-term implications.

“This summer we are not out of the 
woods,” Wassenich said. “This drought 
appears to be a multiyear drought. We need 
to find new ways to conserve.”

Conservation
The city has implemented an aggressive 

system of rebates for rainwater collection 
systems that San Marcos Conservation 
Director Jan Klein said is unmatched by 
other similarly sized Central Texas cities.

The city refunds 50 cents per gallon of 

storage for unpressurized systems and $1 
per gallon for pressurized systems. For 
commercial systems, rebates up to $20,000 
can be paid out by the city. For residential 
systems the rebates can reach $5,000.

Monte Sheffield, owner of Palmer’s 
Restaurant in San Marcos, installed three 
collection tanks on his business’s property 
in November. He said recent rains filled his 
tanks and will allow him to water the plants 
in the restaurant’s large courtyard and patio 
without tapping into the city’s system or 
running up his monthly utility bill.

Sheffield said the city refunded him about 
half of the $8,200 he paid for the system.

“We use a lot of water,” Sheffield said. 
“[The rebates are] a great thing for the local 

area to have. We think it’s a great deal, and 
we applaud the city for bringing it on.”

In March, Hays County Commissioners 
voiced support for legislation filed 
by Rep. Jason Isaac, R-Dripping 
Springs, that would exempt rainwater  
collection systems from property tax 
valuations, potentially saving homeowners 
money on their annual tax bill. Isaac said 
the systems can cost up to $20,000.

“We’re not just talking about barrels, like 
someone puts out a barrel to collect water and 
water plants,” he said. “We’re talking about  
whole-home rainwater collection systems.”

1305 Wonder World Drive, Suite 300      512.353.6444       www.liveoakaesthetics.com

FREE Saline Implants 
When you book breast augmentation

20% off Elastiderm eye kits

25% off Colorscience Core 4

$10.50 Botox per unit
$9.50 for 3 sites and $10.00 for 2 sites

Light Chemical Peels $75Light Chemical Peels $75

Medium TCA Peels starting at $250

Phenol Peels reduced too!

Gift Certificates available for 

Mom or friends.

ENJOY BIG SAVINGS MAY 1129

Mother’s Day Sale
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Call Rene at 512-393-1733 or email reneruiz@realtyaustin.com to begin the home 
buying process and for your complimentary Home Buyer’s Guide.

Specializing in residential real estate 
from San Marcos to Austin.

COVERING THE CORRIDOR

realtyaustin.com

Rene Ruiz 
512.393.1733
Broker Associate

Get Pre-qualifi ed
• Talking to a mortgage 
lender is a crucial fi rst 
step in the process (unless 
you are paying cash).  
My lending partners 
consistently deliver 
outstanding service to 
my valued clients.

Get Educated 
• Your complimentary 
copy of my comprehensive 
Home Buyer’s Guide will 
provide you with detailed 
information on the home 
buying process.

Research Homes 
for Sale 

• Our powerful home 
search solution allows you 
to search through all the 
available area homes the 
way you want to search; 
by City, Neighborhood, Zip 
Code or Schools.

Get 
Representation

• Buying a home is one 
of the most important 
purchases any of us will 
make in our lifetime.  
Having a professional in 
your corner will save you 
time, give you peace of 
mind and very likely save 
you some money. 

Thinking about buying a home?  Here’s some important steps to consider!

REAL ESTATE
A 2,200-acre community 20 minutes south 
of downtown Austin, Kyle’s Plum Creek 
offers homes ranging from about 1,000 to 
3,000 square feet, and home types range 
from traditional to courtyard. The mixed-use, 
master-planned neighborhood established in 
1997 emphasizes walkability and green space 
with tree-lined sidewalks.

Plum Creek, Kyle

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 04/08/15

Build-out year: not built out

Builders include: Bigelow Homes, D.R. Horton, 
Homes by Avi, KB Home, Meritage Homes 

Square footage: 960-2,908 sq. ft.

Home values: $149,900-$290,000

HOA dues (estimated): $134 quarterly 

Amenities: Plum Creek Golf Course, Negley Fishing 
Lake, playgrounds, swimming pools, dog park

Schools: Laura B. Negley Elementary School, R.C. 
Barton Middle School, Jack C. Hays High School

Property taxes (in dollars):
City of Kyle    0.5383
Hays County ESD No. 5   0.1000
Hays County   0.4252
Plum Creek Conservation District  0.0220
Special Road District   0.0438
Hays CISD    1.5377
Plum Creek Groundwater District  0.0220
Austin Community College District  0.0942

Total (per $100 value)  2.7832
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Homes on 
the market*

$4,906

Median annual 
property taxes

$211,928

Median 
home value

34

Average days 
on the market*

12

Homes under 
contract*

$119.07

Median price 
per square foot

Market Data
On the market (March 2015)

Price 78610 78640 78666

 $250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

-

Median price of homes sold   March 2014  vs.    March 2015

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Price Range 78610 78640 78666 78610 78640 78666

$149,999 or less 2 16 7 79 17 30

$150,000-$199,999 17 80 8 23 24 20

$200,000-$299,999 89 46 37 79 66 77

$300,000-$399,999 27 2 4 68 12 54

$400,000-$499,999 9 1 7 41 61 65

$500,000-$599,999 3 1 5 28 37 87

$600,000-$799,999 1 1 3 57 228 40

$800,000-$999,999 - - - - - -

$1 million + 3 1 3 237 3 157

Neighborhood Data provided by 
Marc Warshawsky

Realty Austin
Southwest Austin Market Manager

512-658-2128
www.realtyaustin.com

Q: What are some of the 
benefits that may be available 

through a VA loan?

A: All closing costs may be paid 
by seller, no monthly mortgage 
insurance, fixed and adjustable 

interest rates and more. Call us to 
find out other potential benefits!

2700 Hunter Rd. • San Marcos, TX • 512-396-1121 • BlueSkyMTG.com

If you’re looking for answers to questions 
like these & more, Blue Sky can help!

Call us today!
512-396-1121
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print



At Seton, we understand that some emergencies are more like mini emergencies. 
That’s why we have SetonER.com. Now you can make an ER appointment online, then 
wait at home. Once you arrive, you’ll be seen within 15 minutes of your scheduled time. 
Welcome to Humancare. Remember, SetonER.com is for mini emergencies only. 
If you’re experiencing a life-threatening emergency, get to the ER ASAP or dial 9-1-1.
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