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Buda seeking water supply solutions

San Marcos job 
creation efforts 
get closer look
By Brett Thorne

San Marcos officials have voiced support for  
diversification of the city’s economic develop-
ment efforts, but the effect that decision will 
have on the effort to improve wage levels and 
job opportunities in the region remains unclear. 

At a City Council meeting Feb. 17 the Greater 
San Marcos Partnership, which is responsible 
for economic development in the Greater San 
Marcos region, including Hays and Caldwell 
counties, saw council propose reducing the 
city’s contribution to the partnership by two-
thirds, from $360,000 annually to $120,000.

“If there is a cut in funding, there would be 
a subsequent cut in service, but we still have to 
discuss what that cut would be and what that 
cut would mean,” GSMP President Adriana 
Cruz said at the Feb. 17 meeting.

An amended GSMP contract reflecting the 
city’s reduced financial commitment will not 
be made official until both parties agree to the 
terms, though council members discussed the 
issue at a meeting March 17. 

Under the terms of the new contract between 
the city and the partnership, the city’s in-
house team would be largely responsible for 

By JJ Velasquez
Avoiding a water shortage 

remains a topic of conversa-
tion for Buda leaders even 
after signing a contract in 
January with a Houston-based 
company that could shore up 
the city’s supply until 2023.

One option has resurfaced, 
and other water source alter-
natives have entered the fold 
in light of Buda’s controversial 
decision to contract with Elec-
tro Purification, which aims 
to pump millions of gallons of 
water a day from an unregu-
lated source of groundwater in 
Hays County.

“We are turning over every 
rock; we are looking every-
where for this water,” Mayor 
Todd Ruge said. “It looks like 

some of the people that we 
have asked in the past have 
really softened their stance. … 
It seems like things are being 
expedited to really truly look 
into if [water sources are] 
viable or not—things that we 
have been trying to look into 
for several years.”

Buda faces a water short-
age of 30,000 gallons of water 
a day beginning in 2017 if it 
is unable to secure an addi-
tional water source. The city’s 
deficit could climb to 950,000 
gallons of water a day by 2023 
if EP’s test wells do not prove 
adequate supply or quality for 
its proposed pumpage.

Even if EP’s test wells estab-
lish there is enough quality 
groundwater, the city would 

still have to negotiate a mitiga-
tion plan City Council deems 
suitable for rural well users. 
Well owners in western Hays 
County, living in communities 
such as Driftwood and Wim-
berley, are skeptical the miti-
gation plan will protect their 
wells, but Ruge said he will 
only approve a plan with teeth.

“I’m not going to agree on 
a mitigation plan unless it is 
rock-solid and actually has 
some meaning,” he said. “It’s 
really going to be a delicate 
balance.”

Meanwhile, public con-
cern over the EP project has 
revived alternative options 
to secure the city’s water 
supply. The Barton Springs 

small-business economic development within 
San Marcos. If the city and partnership approve 
the new contract, the city will continue its contri-
bution of $30,000 per month to the partnership 
through September. On Oct. 1, the city would 
reduce its contribution to $10,000 per month.

The city has provided $360,000 annually to 
the partnership since 2010, making it by far 
the entity’s largest single funding source. Hays 
County provides the second-highest level of 
funding at $150,000 annually.

GSMP Executive Board Chairman Will Con-
ley said the city’s contribution is higher than 
others because the service it receives from the 
organization is different. While other contribut-
ing cities have their own economic development 
departments or corporations that specifically 

handle local economic development efforts, the 
partnership handles San Marcos’ local efforts as 
well as the broader promotion of the region. 

“Once that matter is recognized, then a mat-
ter of funding and what services come along 
with that funding will be a discussion of great 
detail, because we do a tremendous amount 
more for the city of San Marcos than what we 
do in our support role for Kyle, Buda, Lockhart, 
Luling, Dripping Springs and other areas,” Con-
ley said. 

The city’s $360,000 contribution accounts 
for nearly one-third of the partnership’s annual 
budget, but Cruz said 95 percent of the work the 
organization does is focused on San Marcos.

“We cannot do this work without your 
See GSMP | 21

See Water | 22

 

Development director
(to be hired in 2015)
$151,800* annually

At a meeting Feb. 17, San Marcos City Council directed staff to draft an amendment to the city’s 
contract with the Greater San Marcos Partnership. If the amendment is approved, the GSMP’s funding 
from the city would be cut from $360,000 annually to $120,000 annually. The remaining $240,000 
would go toward the creation of an in-house economic development team for the city of San Marcos.  

Program manager
(to be hired in 2017)
$72,600* annually

Economic specialist
(to be hired in 2019)
$49,500* annually

PIECES OF THE PIE: HOW IS THE GSMP FUNDED? 

  The city plans to budget additional money for its in-house team if City Council moves forward with the amended GSMP contract.

Buda’s demand for water is expected to 
rise during the next decade as more 
people move into the city. 

The city is projecting its current water 
supply will not be able to meet 
demand as early as 2017.
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By 2060 the city’s daily water need will be 
5.6 million gallons, exceeding the current 

supply by 3.6 million gallons per day.
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Kyle charter school aims for 
2016 opening

ACC board sorts through bond 
construction projects
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Chances are we already  
know you and your kiddo.

No one knows you better. You trusted us to care for you 

during labor, delivery and your baby’s NICU stay. You can now trust 

us to care for your child. Have comfort in knowing that if you should 

need a hospital, we have a dedicated pediatric ER and access to 

experts in pediatric care available to you. She is the center of your 

world, and we promise she will be the center of ours. 

stdavids.com/kids

St. David’s Children’s Hospital is located at
St. David’s North Austin Medical Center (South Entrance)
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181 D Cimarron Park Loop • Buda, Texas 78610
(512) 295-2273 • www.TherapyCenterOfBuda.com

Therapy Center of Buda is a family-centered clinic that provides 
speech-language and occupational therapy to children and teenagers. 
Wherein your child’s future is our greatest priority, we stand by our 
ability to provide high-quality services with genuine compassion.

If you are interested in an evaluation or a FREE consultation for your child, please contact us: (512) 295-2273

We accept private insurances
and MEdicaid!

Call us 
today if you have 
concerns about your child’s:

• Overall Development
• Feeding Skills
• Sensory Processing

• Language Skills
• Pronunciation
• Handwriting Skills

• Social Skills
• Stuttering
• Self-help Skills

Or if  your child is having difficulty in school with Dyslexia, writing, attention to tasks, following 
directions, excessive fidgeting during class, or displays unwanted behaviors during class time.

Long-term Acute Care is for 
those who require complex 
medical management and 

therapy, 24 hours, 7 days/wk 
with daily assessment by a 

physician. 

SPECIALTY HOSPITAL 
AT NEW BRAUNFELS

(830) 875-8400
200 Memorial Drive

Luling, TX 78648

(830) 627-7600
1445 Hanz Drive

New Braunfels, TX 78130

www.postacutemedical.com

SPECIALTY HOSPITAL 
AT LULING

Types of Patients Treated:
•  Respiratory Failure/Vent Weaning
•   Aftercare Following Surgery
•  Cardiac Related Disorders
•  Sepsis
•  Complex Wounds
•   Severe CVA
•  Complicated Orthopedics
•  Multi-System Failure
•  Post-Op Complication/Infection
•  Renal Failure
•  Malnutrition
•  IV Therapy

(512) 262-0821
5980 Kyle Parkway

Kyle, TX 78640
Specializing in Acute Inpatient and Outpatient 

Rehabilitation for the treatment of Strokes, 
Traumatic Brain Injury, Spinal Cord Injury,

General Debility, Orthopedic Injuries,
Parkinson’s Disease, Multiple Sclerosis,

and other diseases. Featuring Aquatic Therapy 
and Pediatric Outpatient Rehabilitation.

Long-term Acute Care is for 
those who require complex 
medical management and 

therapy, 24 hours, 7 days/wk 
with daily assessment by a 

physician. 

SPECIALTY HOSPITAL 
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Parkinson’s Disease, Multiple Sclerosis,
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and Pediatric Outpatient Rehabilitation.
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•  Complicated Orthopedics
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SPECIALTY HOSPITAL 
AT LULING

Types of Patients Treated:
•  Respiratory Failure/Vent Weaning
•   Aftercare Following Surgery
•  Cardiac Related Disorders
•  Sepsis
•  Complex Wounds
•   Severe CVA
•  Complicated Orthopedics
•  Multi-System Failure
•  Post-Op Complication/Infection
•  Renal Failure
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•  IV Therapy

(512) 262-0821
5980 Kyle Parkway

Kyle, TX 78640
Specializing in Acute Inpatient and Outpatient 

Rehabilitation for the treatment of Strokes, 
Traumatic Brain Injury, Spinal Cord Injury,

General Debility, Orthopedic Injuries,
Parkinson’s Disease, Multiple Sclerosis,

and other diseases. Featuring Aquatic Therapy 
and Pediatric Outpatient Rehabilitation.

Long-term Acute Care is for those who 
require complex medical management and 
therapy, 24 hours, 7 days a week with daily 

assessment by a physician.

Types of patients treated:
• Respiratory Failure/Vent Weaning

• Aftercare Following Surgery
• Cardiac Related Disorders
• Sepsis • Complex Wounds
• Complicated Orthopedics

• Multi-system failure
• Post-op Complication/Infection

• Renal Failure • Severe CVA
• Malnutrition • IV Therapy

Inpatient Rehabilitation - Kyle

Long-term Acute Care
New Braunfels & Luling

512-262-0821 • 5980 Kyle Pkwy. • Kyle, TX 78640

NOW OPEN
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Schedule your consultation today.

(512) 458-2141
tocaustin.com

1300 WONDER WORLD DRIVE |SAN MARCOS, TEXAS | 78666

1180 SETON PARKWAY SUITE 200 | KYLE, TEXAS  | 78640

THESE SURGEONS NOW IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

EYELID SURGERY BY EYELID SPECIALISTS
We focus on two principles: extraordinary results and uncompromising care.  

Texas Oculoplastic Consultants offers an unprecedented level of expertise and safety.

Commercial. 
Home. 
Auto. 
Life. Serving Central  

Texas Since 1965

Germer 
Insurance 
ServicesG e r m e r  I n d u s t r i e s , I n c .

512-295-6530
wiatexas.com
3601 Kyle Crossing, Ste. A, Kyle

Blanco Vista is a 575-acre master-planned community at the foot 
of the Texas Hill Country that offers small town charm with big city 
culture. Enjoy onsite amenities including hike and bike trails, pool 
and soccer park or the neighboring Five Mile Dam Park and Texas 
State University. The community is also home to TEA recognized 
Blanco Vista Elementary School. Stop by and tour our six distinctive 
neighborhoods any time! 

NEW HOMES IN SAN MARCOS 
FROM THE UPPER $100s TO $400s

BLANCOVISTA .COM

BROHN HOMES • BROOKFIELD RESIDENTIAL
BUFFINGTON HOMES • CASTLEROCK COMMUNITIES

HOMES BY AVI • NEWLEAF HOMES • PACESETTER HOMES

855.294.0967 • I-35 EXIT 210, SOUTH OF KYLE

Here.Here.LIFE’S BETTER

AMENITIES

FOR ALL

TOP-RATED

SCHOOLS

6 UNIQUE

NEIGHBORHOODS

BlancoVista-CI-March-HalfPgVt.indd   1 3/6/15   11:35 AM



San Marcos | Buda | Kyle Edition • March 2015 5

CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065
2015 XV Crosstrek 
2.0i Prem 5MT

$309mo 1

$999 Due at signing
1.49% APR � nancing available 
WAC for 63 mos

2015 Forester 2.5i
CVT

$269 mo 2  

$999 Due at signing
0.9% APR � nancing available 
WAC for 48 mos

2015 XC60 T5
Drive-E FWD Premier

$399mo 4

39 MO. LEASE

2015.5 S60 T5
Drive-E Premier FWD

$299mo 4

36 MO. LEASE

1 - Subaru  Crosstrek-With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $999 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly pymts of $309, � nal pymt / residual = $13,184. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,972. Stk# Z11588.  2 - Subaru Forester -With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated 
price. 42 mo lease, $999 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly pymts of $269, � nal pymt / residual = $14,256. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $25,011. Stk# Z11479. 3 - Volvo S60 T5 -$2,979 cash due at signing. No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $299, based on $38,600 MSRP of 2015.5 S60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats 
and Metallic Paint, includes destination charge and application of $1,250 Volvo Allowance and $250 Lease Bonus.  Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile.  Take new retail delivery from dealer stock by March 31, 2015.  Car shown with optional equipment. Advertised lease payment and � nancing excludes taxes, title, and regis. fees and is available for 
quali� ed customers based on FICO score through Volvo Car Financial Services.  4-Volvo XC60 T5 - $3,579 cash due at signing. No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $399, based on $41,705 MSRP of 2015.5 XC60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats and Metallic Paint, includes destination charge and application of $750 Volvo Allowance. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and 
mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile.  Take new retail delivery from dealer stock by March 31, 2015.  Car shown with optional equipment. Advertised lease payment and � nancing excludes taxes, title, and regis. fees and is available for quali� ed customers based on FICO score through Volvo Car Financial Services.
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TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

Should  San Marcos create its own  
in-house economic development 
team and reduce funding to the 
Greater San Marcos Partnership?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/sbk-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition 
of Community Impact Newspaper.

Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 2/18/15–3/5/15.

READER COMMENTS
Buda City Council signals support for low-income 
housing development (posted Feb. 23)

“Yes there should be more [low-income housing]. The 
low-income need to live, too. Not all low-income people 
are bad. I know I’m not bad. I am just older and have SSD 
income.”

—Carol Darnall

“In a perfect world there would be no property crime. But a 
low-income development plopped down right next to sev-
eral middle-class suburban neighborhoods can only have 
a negative impact—on property values and on people’s 
personal property.”

—Paul

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

What should be the highest priority 
when considering water needs in 
Texas and Hays County?

  3%
Pipe water in from less populous areas in Texas

  14%
Other

  33%
Look for alternative methods of producing potable water, such 
as desalination

  50%
Establish a comprehensive conservation plan that discourages 
wastefulness and encourages efficient use

Despite the differences 
of opinion between some 
San Marcos City Council 
members and representa-
tives of the Greater San 
Marcos Partnership, both 
parties are in agreement 
on a couple of things. 

First, increasing 
employment opportuni-
ties and wages in the San 
Marcos region is impor-
tant. How to best go 

about that remains a matter of some contention, and it is 
the subject of my front-page story in this issue. 

Second, economic development does not only 
happen during City Council’s executive sessions and 
the partnership’s executive board meetings. Council-
woman Lisa Prewitt summed up economic develop-
ment as also including cities’ “permitting departments, 
development services, infrastructure, downtown 
businesses, growth, water and energy availability and 
cost, wastewater management, streets, sidewalks, trails 

maintenance, parks, arts [and] beautification.”
GSMP President Adriana Cruz agreed, saying the 

partnership cannot continue attracting businesses to 
the region without the help—financially and through 
policy—of City Council and city staff.  

For proof of that, look no further than San Marcos’ 
downtown, which has seen growing investment since 
the implementation of the SMART Code in 2011. City 
staff members have said the consistency and clear-cut 
regulations of the code have made investment in the 
city more attractive to developers. 

Or you could look at the city of Buda, in which 
some residents are calling for a moratorium on all 
development because of a projected water shortage. 
Reporter JJ Velasquez continues to follow Buda’s quest 
for water in this issue with his front-page story.

FROM THE EDITOR

Brett Thorne
EDITOR

bthorne@impactnews.com
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Guadalupe St., San Marcos, opened 
Feb. 18. The fast-casual franchise has 
more than 1,500 locations in the U.S. 
and serves sub sandwiches on freshly 
baked bread, a recipe the company has 
maintained since 1956. 512-392-5980. 
www.jerseymikes.com.  
Twitter: @jerseymikes

5  K’s Cutting Edge Salon, 1013 N. Old 
Hwy. 81, Kyle, opened Jan. 18. Owner 
Kellee Wayne said the salon provides 
a variety of services, including cuts, 
coloring, facial waxing, perms, makeup 
and updos. 512-262-0513.  
www.kscuttingedgesalon.com

6  Lone Star Pediatric Dental and 
Braces, 575 E. FM 150, Ste. P, Kyle, 
opened March 23. Marty and Rachel 
Montgomery specialize in pediatric 
dentistry and serving children with 
special needs. Employees speak Spanish. 
512-268-3600.  
www.lonestarpediatricdental.com

7  San Marcos Motorcycles, 1540 S. 
I-35 Frontage Road, Ste. 102, San Marcos, 
opened in February. The shop provides 
repairs, oil changes, tune-ups and other 
services, owner Phillip Bain said. The 
store sells a variety of safety gear and 
equipment, and motorcycles can be bought 
and sold on consignment. 512-392-5220. 
www.sanmarcosmotorcycles.com

8  Spec’s Texas Superstore, 510 Barnes 
Drive, San Marcos, opened Nov. 20. The 
store sells a variety of craft beer, wine 
and liquor. The store also sells groceries, 
including fresh cheese, meat, coffee and 
ice cream. 512-392-0366.  
www.specsonline.com. Twitter: @specs 

9  Bonham Prekindergarten 
School, 1225 Hwy. 123, San Marcos, 
opened Feb. 17. The school houses the 
San Marcos CISD prekindergarten 
program, which was formerly located 
at Hernandez Elementary School. The 
school was built using funds approved 
in a 2013 bond election. 512-393-6031. 
www.smcisd.net 

Now Open

1  The First United Methodist 
Afterschool program, 129 W. Hutchison 
St., San Marcos, opened in January. The 
program provides state-licensed care five 
days per week. Director Tiffany Verette 
said the program focuses on providing a 
high-quality, affordable, convenient and 
safe after-school environment for San 

Marcos children. 512-396-3236.  
www.fumcsm.org

2  Arctic Chill, 1100 Patton St., San 
Marcos, opened in mid-March. The 
food truck sells shaved ice in a variety 
of flavors. The business is open from 
2–7:30 p.m. daily. In mid-May the 
business will extend its hours to noon–
7:30 p.m.

3  Down South Railhouse, 107 E. 
Center St., Kyle, opened March 14. The 
bar and entertainment venue, located at 
the former Railroad BBQ location near 
downtown Kyle, hosts live music, food 
vendors and outdoor games, such as 
washers and horseshoes. 512-256-5082.  
www.downsouthrailhouse.com

4  Jersey Mike’s Subs, 301 N. 

IMPACTS

15855 SOUTH I-H 35 (EXIT 220)    BUDA, TX 78610      800-781-7848      www.camperclinic2.com

SALES

SERVICE

PARTS

The More You Know About RV’s ... The Better WE Look!

Every New RV comes with a LIFETIME Warranty
Camper Clinic II is an exclusive LIFETIME WARRANTY RV dealer.
• Pays 100% parts & labor* • No deductible • Nationwide service EVERY RV COMES WITH A LIFETIME OF FUN!!

Madness in March!!!   2014 Fifth Wheel Celebration Sale!  Everything Goes!
   Montana, Mountaineers, Cruiser and Flagstaff

stk# C2F0533stk# C2K0322

ALL New Remaining 2014 INVENTORY Reduced to MOVE!!
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10   Stepping Stone School opened its 
18th Austin-area school in the Southpark 
Meadows shopping center at 9325 Alice 
Mae Lane, Austin, on March 2. Stepping 
Stone School provides education and 
child care for children ages 6 weeks to 13 
years. The new campus is open from 6:30 
a.m.–6:15 p.m. 512-420-0632.  
www.steppingstoneschool.com.  
Twitter: @steppingstoneschool

Earlene Hunter opened Hill Country 
Haulers in January. The business provides 
commercial and residential junk-removal 
and post-construction clean-up services to 
the Hill Country and surrounding areas, 
including San Marcos, Kyle, Buda, South 
Austin, Wimberley, Lockhart and Canyon 
Lake. Additionally, the company cleans 
up the areas from which it collects trash. 
Hunter said her business recycles the waste 
it collects through Green Guy Recycling, 
and items that can be reused or repurposed 
are donated to local service organizations.  
512-900-0101. www.hillcountryhaulers.com

Coming Soon

11  John Zamora will open South Austin 
BBQ, 902 1/2 N. Old Hwy. 81, Kyle, in 
mid-April. The restaurant will start off 
selling sandwiches, burgers and hot dogs. 
Barbecue, such as brisket, sausage and 
ribs, will be served about one month after 
the initial opening, Zamora said. The 
business also caters. 512-897-3810.  
www.facebook.com/atxgrill

12  Austin Radiological Association 
will open a clinic at 4211 Benner Road, 
Ste. 100, Kyle, on April 20. Among the 
services ARA will provide are MRIs, 
low-dose CT scans, X-rays, ultrasound, 
mammography and bone-density exams. 
512-458-9098. www.ausrad.com

13  Jersey Mike’s Subs, 151 Evans Drive, 
Ste. 109, Kyle, will open in late March. 
The 1,500-square-foot restaurant will 
serve sub sandwiches on freshly baked 
bread, a recipe the company has kept 
since 1956. www.jerseymikes.com.  
Twitter: @jerseymikes 

14  Mama Fu’s Asian House, 151 Evans 
Drive, Ste. 111, Kyle, will open in late 
April. The restaurant features Asian-
inspired cuisine. Customers can dine 
inside the restaurant, order takeout or 
place delivery orders. Catering is also 
offered. www.mamafus.com.  
Twitter: @mamafus

15  Debbie Mylius and Amy Knight will 
open Proof Liquor & Deli, 3420 B FM 
967, Buda, in early to mid-April. The 
2,300-square-foot liquor store will feature 
a deli, small grocery market, dining space 
and free Wi-Fi. Local vodka, beer and 
wine will be among the alcohol selection.  
www.proofliquoranddeli.com

16  Owner Wade Lin said he plans 
to open Sakura Steak and Sushi, 117 
Meiners St., San Marcos, this summer. 
Lin, who also owns Japan Latino Sushi-
N-Steak in San Marcos, said he wants 
the restaurant to bring something new 
to San Marcos. The restaurant will 
include a full bar, hibachi grills and hot 
pots, an East Asian method of cooking 
and serving soups. Lin also said the 
restaurant will serve sushi and steak.  
512-878-1455

17  Wal-Mart, 5754 Kyle Parkway, 
Kyle, will open March 25. The 
156,000-square-foot Wal-Mart store 
is the first in Kyle. In addition to 
shopping for groceries, customers will 
find a garden center and tire and lube 
department at the new store.  
512-268-1451. www.walmart.com.  
Twitter: @walmart

18  Zaxby’s, 4000 S. I-35, San Marcos, 
will open in late March or early April. 
The fast-casual restaurant features 
prepared-at-order chicken fingers, 
wings, sandwiches and salads. With 
a seating capacity for up to 90 guests, 
the 3,700-square-foot restaurant offers 
customers the option of dining in an 
atmosphere that is a blend of fast-food 
and sit-down restaurants while also 
providing drive-thru service.  
www.zaxbys.com. Twitter: @zaxbys 

Relocations 

19  Alpha Strike Games relocated from 
829 N. LBJ Drive, San Marcos, to 215 W. 
San Antonio St., San Marcos, in January. 
The business sells a variety of card and 
board games. Owner Russell Forrester 
said the business also has an open gaming 
area and hosts tournaments. 512-749-1093. 
www.alpha-strike-games.com

20  Texas Skate relocated from 241 N. 
LBJ Drive, San Marcos, to 225 N. CM 
Allen Parkway, San Marcos, on March 4. 
The shop sells skateboard decks, wheels, 
trucks, apparel and other accessories. 
512-392-5858. www.txsk8.com

Community Service

The Hays County Food Bank, 220 
Herndon St., San Marcos, organized its 
fourth annual Hunger STRIKE on  
Feb. 20. The event attracted 30 Hays 
County businesses and several 
individuals to Sunset Lanes in San 
Marcos with the goal of raising funds 
and spreading awareness about food 
insecurity in Hays County. Food 
insecurity is defined as limited access to 
adequate food. The event raised almost 
$12,000 for the food bank. 512-392-8300. 
www.haysfoodbank.org

Closings

21  Wayne Goss closed Applied Wing 
Chun Kung Fu, 700 N. LBJ Drive, Ste. 
112-C, San Marcos, in February. Goss, 
who has taught martial arts for more than 
a decade, said he still offers classes out of 
his home. 512-704-5299.  
www.appliedwingchun.com

22  Calphalon Kitchen Outlet, 3939 S. 
I-35, San Marcos, closed Feb. 28. The store 
sold cookware, cutlery, bakeware and 
other cooking accessories. The company 
is closing all of its outlets nationwide, but 
its products will still be available online 
and at department stores, a company 
representative said. www.calphalon.com. 
Twitter: @calphalon

Newly opened Kyle venue Down South Railhouse 
features live music, washer pits and a dance floor.

Compiled by Brett Thorne and JJ Velasquez
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Phillip Bain opened his motorcycle repair shop, San 
Marcos Motorcycles, in February. 

7

Debbie Mylius and Amy Knight’s Buda store, Proof 
Liquor & Deli, will open in April.

15

The long-anticipated debut of the first Wal-Mart 
store in Kyle will occur on March 25.

Looking for a great deal on a great space?

FOX HOLLOW 
EXECUTIVE           SUITES
OFFICE SPACE & MORE

512-994-7969 • Kay Kerr • Blackburn Properties

Come check us out at 
1409 N. Bishop St., Ste. A in San Marcos 
& receive a FREE Starbucks Gift Card!

THE BEST OFFICE RENTAL RATES IN TOWN!

RENT ANY OFFICE SPACE AND GET
$50.00 OFF FIRST MONTH’S RENT

News or questions about San Marcos, Buda or Kyle? 
Email sbknews@impactnews.com.
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512-593-1764
4221 Benner Rd., Suite 200
Kyle, TX 78640

info@KohlersCrossingDental.com

Paulette Sanford, DDS

Featuring the 
latest laser 
technology! KohlersCrossingDental.com

Kohler’s Crossing

In front of 
Plum Creek 
Golf Course

1626

NOW

OPEN

Scott Smith, who co-owns Stinky 
Dawg with his wife Ginny Smith, 
called the moment when his wife 

realized what she wanted to do with her 
life a “eureka moment.” 

Ginny was working as an auditor for a 
hospital system in 2012 when she heard 
the news that her employer was relocating 
from San Antonio to Dallas. That news 
turned out to be just the push she needed 
to start her own venture, Scott said. 

“She kind of fiddled around and looked 
around for the same type of job, but all the 
while [she had a] sort of nagging idea of, ‘I 
want to do my own thing, and I want it to 
be based around dogs or pets,’” Scott said. 

As Scott tells it, one day his wife came 
home from work and said she knew what 
she wanted to do: start a self-serve dog 
washing business. After a quick Internet 
search revealed what the business model 
entailed, Scott was on board. 

“I couldn’t get a small-business loan, 
and I maxed out all of my credit cards,” 
Ginny said. “It’s been a year and a half, 
and we have two groomers now. So we’re 
off to a good start.”

Stinky Dawg allows dog owners to 
wash their pet at the business’s facility 
using a variety of cleaning supplies, such 
as shampoos, scrubber brushes, ear and 
eye wipes, an after-bath spritz, towels 
and dryers. The business also provides 
services from professional groomers. 

“There are some people, like college 
students, who can’t afford professional 
grooming, or they have large dogs so 
it’s hard to wash them in an apartment, 
so they can come here and wash them 
themselves,” Ginny said.

The business has been growing 
steadily, Ginny said. Regular customers 
make a habit of stopping by the store to 
introduce new pets, and she is getting 
the business’s name out through involve-
ment with local animal shelters. Ginny 

said when the Kyle-based PAWS Shelter 
or San Marcos Animal Shelter receives 
a dog she washes and grooms it for free. 
Ginny also makes a point of providing 
newly adopted dogs with a free wash on 
their first visit to her business, she said.   

Scott, who works as a restaurant man-
ager, said it feels good knowing the couple 
was able to start a business without the 
backing of a loan or outside investors. 

“A lot of independent business owners 
struggle because they don’t get the right 
start,” Scott said. “We knew that if we were 
going to do this, we wanted to do it right.” 

Doing it “right” meant starting with a 
makeover for their business’s building. 
The floors were replaced and the walls 
painted to create a clean, inviting atmo-
sphere, Ginny said. 

The Smiths also put a premium on 
making their service convenient for their 
customers. The washtubs are waist-high to 
prevent stress on customers’ backs while 
washing their dogs. Additionally, special 
drains prevent fur from clogging the tubs, 
which can hold up to 650 pounds. 

Prices for self-serve dog washes are 
$10–$18 based on the size of the dog. A 
professional wash costs $20. The busi-
ness also provides haircuts and grooming 
services for $40–$90 based on the breed 
of the dog.

Stinky Dawg 
San Marcos couple goes all-in on dog wash

Stinky Dawg
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145 S. LBJ Drive, San Marcos
512-262-9482
www.stinkydawgwash.com
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
Sun. noon–4 p.m.

Scott and Ginny Smith, along with their 3-year-old Boston terrier, Lido, opened Stinky Dawg in May 2013. The 
business offers professional and self-serve dog washing and grooming services. 

In addition to dog washes and grooming services, 
Stinky Dawg also sells a variety of dog treats. 

Stinky Dawg’s wash tubs include warm water, two 
kinds of shampoo, eye and ear wipes and more. 

The business’s wash tubs can hold up to 650 
pounds, Ginny said. 
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By Brett Thorne

BUSINESS

Cleaning up the streets
Stinky Dawg owner Ginny Smith treats 
owners of dogs adopted from the San 
Marcos Animal Shelter or PAWS Shelter 
in Kyle to one free self-serve wash for 
their pet. Both shelters offer coupons 
for one free self-serve wash at Stinky 
Dawg. Customers need to bring in their 
dogs’ adoption papers and the coupon 
to redeem the wash. Stinky Dawg also 
provides free grooming for dogs when 
they are first taken off the streets and 
brought to the shelters.   
Smith estimated   
the business 
provided 
$600–$700 of 
charity grooming 
for shelters in 2014. 
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S teve Swindell said his business 
grew 47 percent from 2013 to 2014, 
but it was not long ago the Kyle 

restaurant owner had to go back to the 
drawing board.

Swindell opened Panhandler’s Pizza in 
Kyle in 2011, a buffet featuring Chicago-
style deep-dish pizza. But he later realized 
it was not the right business model, he said.

Because Panhandler’s Pizza had made a 
five-year commitment in its new FM 1626 
suite, Swindell could not simply close the 
Kyle restaurant and leave, he said. 

Swindell, who has a background in 
advertising and marketing, said he con-
ducted a series of focus groups in Septem-
ber 2012, and the concept of Ilario’s Italian 
Cuisine was born.

“I wanted to find out what concept, what 
style of restaurant Kyle wanted most,” he 
said. “Seventy-seven percent of them said 
Italian. So it was pretty easy.”

Panhandler’s Pizza closed in October 
2012 and reopened as Ilario’s Italian Cui-
sine the next month.

But the move was not without its set-
backs, Swindell said. He had never run a 
full-service restaurant before, and there 
was a six-month learning curve during 
which he figured out the best ways to staff 
his restaurant and experimented with his 

menu to meet the needs of his customers.
As it went through its first-year trials, 

Swindell said the restaurant would receive 
complaints about its service. But after the 
owner became more selective about the 
restaurant’s servers, hosts and managers 
and maintained a policy of projecting joy-
fulness—a nod to the Italian name of the 
restaurant—its customer service became a 
strong suit, he said.

“Now our service gets more accolades 
even than our food does,” Swindell said. 
“It has completely reversed itself in the last 
year, year and a half.”

The Ilario’s menu includes Italian pasta 
dishes and entrees, soups and salads, and 
New York–style pizza. Its menu also fea-
tures options for children; Italian desserts, 
such as tiramisu and gelato; and a selection 
of beer and wine.

The restaurant’s pasta-your-way 
menu—which offers customers a chance 
to customize their dish by selecting their 
favorite pasta, meats, vegetables and 
sauce—has become popular recently, 
Swindell said.

Its New York–style pizza was first offered 
as a Throwback Thursday special in the 
early phase of the business but now makes 
up nearly 50 percent of sales, he said.

Ilario’s began catering in early 2015. As 

Ilario’s Italian Cuisine
Rebranding pays off for Kyle restaurant

Ilario’s Italian Cuisine

5401 FM 1626, Ste. A-10, Kyle
512-268-3300
www.ilarios.com
www.facebook.com/ilariositaliancuisine
Hours: 11 a.m.–10 p.m. daily

Steve Swindell’s pizza buffet concept was not working in the Kyle market. A rebranding as Ilario’s Italian 
Cuisine in late 2012 has proved successful, said Swindell, who owns the restaurant with his wife, Shanda.

Among the specials owner Steve Swindell started at his restaurant are Wine Down Wednesdays, when 
wine bottles are half-priced, and Throwback Thursdays, when a large pizza and two drinks are $14.99.

Ilario’s Italian Cuisine began catering in early 2015 
at venues such as Kyle’s Texas Old Town.
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By JJ Velasquez

DINING

By the numbers

47
percent

Business
increased

Three pizza sizes: 
personal, medium 
(16-inch) and large 

(20-inch)

from 2013–2014

(5–10 p.m.)

13,000
different combinations
for custom pasta dishes

$14.99
Throwback Thursdays: Large 

pizza and two drinks for
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Old Bridge Trail

35

1626

Half-priced 
bottles of wine or

any glass on
Wine Down 

Wednesdays 
(5-7 p.m.)

$2 off

of late February, Ilario’s had catered five 
events. Swindell said his customers drove 
the business toward catering, and he is 
optimistic it will make his business even 
more viable.

As for the restaurant’s focus in 2015, 
Swindell said he remains intent on 
spreading the word among Kyle-area 
residents about Ilario’s. Swindell said an 
Ilario’s waitress who served five tables 
one night said four of them were first-
time customers.

“With the business we’re doing to 
still have that many new bodies coming 
in—who, for the most part, I think are 
leaving feeling good about the place—it’s 
almost scary,” he said.
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SERVICE  877.290.1740
PARTS  877.229.3652

2990 I-35 SOUTH
SAN MARCOS, TX  78666
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San Marcos Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram Service Department

SanMarcosDodge.com

2990 I-35 SOUTH
We treat you like family! 

ASK YOUR SERVICE ADVISOR FOR DETAILS! W E  D O  D I E S E L S !

We service all makes & models!SERVICE 
DEPT. NOW 

OFFERING ON 
ALL SERVICE 

REPAIRS

90 DAYS 
SAME AS CASH 

- OR - UP TO 
36 MONTHS 
FINANCING

$159.99 
Transmission 

Flush 
 

*EXCLUDES CVTS. 

OFFER EXPIRES 4-15-15.

10% 
OFF 
Any repair 
up to $100 

 

*OFFER EXPIRES 4-15-15.

LADIES 
SPECIAL

LET BUFORD 
DETAIL 

YOUR CAR 
OR TRUCK!

100% SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEE 

 *OFFER EXPIRES 4-15-15.

FREE STAR-
BUCKS GIFT 
CARD WITH 

OIL CHANGE 
& ROTATION 

 *EXCLUDES NEW OR USED 
PURCHASE OIL CHANGE 

PACKAGES. 
OFFER EXPIRES 4-15-15.

     

Come visit Buford!

SERVICE  877.290.1740
PARTS  877.229.3652

2990 I-35 SOUTH2990 I-35 SOUTH
SAN MARCOS, TX  78666
2990 I-35 SOUTH

We treat you like family! 

CoCoC momo emem v Bufufu ofof roro drdr !

TERRY & BUFORD

FULL DETAIL: 
Car $189.99 

Truck or SUV 
$209.99
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2770
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Hunter Rd.

Old RR 12 Post Rd.

Center St.

Jack C. 
Hays Trail

Project description Estimated timeline

A $5.4 million project will add a center turn lane and shoulders on approximately 4 miles 
of FM 150 from east of Lehman Road to Hwy. 21 in Kyle. The project is being funded 
through a partnership between the Texas Department of Transportation and Hays County.

Contract to be 
awarded in  
June 2015

A $1 million project will resurface approximately 4 miles of FM 2770 from FM 1626 to FM 
150 in Kyle. The project is being funded by TxDOT Category 1 funds.

Contract to be 
awarded in 

October 2015

Hays County and TxDOT have partnered to reconstruct the intersection of I-35 and Posey 
Road in San Marcos so the highway goes over the road. The $21-million project also 
includes reversals of some I-35 entrance and exit ramps near Posey Road.

Early 2015– 
late 2016

A $3.34 million project will extend Marketplace Avenue in Kyle from its current end at 
City Lights Drive to Burleson Street near I-35. Preliminary engineering has begun on the 
the project, which will consist of three vehicle lanes. Project details will be presented to 
City Council in the spring and are tentative until approved.

October 2015–
October 2016

A $4 million project will reconstruct Bunton Creek Road in Kyle to include three travel lanes. 
Funding for this project comes from the $36 million road bond approved by voters in 2013. 
Project details will be presented to City Council in the spring and are tentative until approved.

September 2015–
July 2016

Other transportation projects

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at sbknews@impactnews.com. Compiled by Brett Thorne

San Marcos

Kyle

Buda

1   San Marcos Regional Airport
The project will widen the San Marcos 
Regional Airport’s entrance from Hwy. 21 from 
22 feet to 45 feet. The airport and FAA are 
also working with the Texas Department of 
transportation to add a left-turn lane to Hwy. 
21. A left-turn lane will also be added from 
the airport onto the highway. Construction 
crews will also reconstruct one of the airport’s 
runways and add precision approach path 
indicators, which alert pilots when they are 
too low or too high when landing. 

Timeline: Feb. 16–August 2015
Cost: $5.7 million
Funding sources: Federal Aviation 
Administration

Cole Springs Rd.

Yarrington Rd.

River Ridge Pkwy.

3   Goforth Road widening
This project will be the first of five Kyle roads 
to undergo construction using funds from 
the city’s $36 million road bond approved by 
voters in 2013. The road currently consists 
of two lanes. The portion of Goforth Road 
from I-35 to Brent Boulevard will be widened 
to three lanes. The portion from Brent to 
Bunton Creek Road will be widened to 
four lanes. The tentative timeline calls for 
construction to begin in June.

Timeline: June 2015–March 2016
Cost: $9.04 million
Funding sources: City of Kyle

4   I-35 safety barrier upgrade
The project includes installation and 
upgrade of approximately 15.5 miles of 
safety barrier on I-35 from the Travis 
County line to Loop 82 in San Marcos. The 
purpose of the project is to improve safety 
on the highway. 

Timeline: Contract to be awarded in May 
2015
Cost: $1.1 million
Funding sources: TxDOT Category 8 
funds

Goforth Rd.

Overpass construction

Road widening

2   Aquarena Springs Drive
The Aquarena Springs Drive overpass 
project will construct a bridge over the 
railroad tracks on Aquarena Springs Drive 
near Bobcat Stadium in San Marcos. 
The bridge will span from Mill Street to 
just east of Charles Austin Drive and 
will include two lanes in either direction 
as well as a median and 5-foot-wide 
shoulders. TxDOT is in the process of 
acquiring right of way for the project.

Timeline: April 2015–late 2017
Cost: $20.73 million
Funding sources: TxDOT, city of San 
Marcos

5   FM 967
FM 967 in Buda is undergoing work to 
add two 11-foot-wide travel lanes, an 
11-foot-wide center turn lane, 5-foot-
wide shoulders and a 5-foot-wide 
sidewalk. The road currently consists 
of two lanes. The widening includes 
the portion of the road from Cole 
Springs Road to FM 1626. 

Timeline: Late 2014–2015
Cost: $4.4 million
Funding sources: Hays County
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New ownership plans face-lift 
for Springtown shopping center
By Brett Thorne

A shopping center that San Mar-
cos City Council members called 
one of the prime properties in the 
city could be getting a big face-lift 
in the coming months.

On Feb. 27, Austin-based 
Endeavor Real Estate Group 
presented City Council with 
the generalities of its plan to 
redevelop the 18-acre Spring-
town shopping center near the 
intersection of Hopkins Street 
and Thorpe Lane, which has sat 
mostly vacant since 2009.

Buck Cody, a principal with 
Endeavor, said the firm envisions 
a “meaningful aesthetic over-
haul” from the time when the 
center was last occupied by the 
likes of Target, Best Buy, Bealls 
and Blockbuster stores.

Cody said the company is plan-
ning a more modern look than 
what he called the “Hill Country 
style” that is prevalent in many 
Central Texas shopping centers.

“What we envision doing in 
Springtown is that restaurants—
and especially cool, unique, local 

restaurants—really drive traf-
fic,” Cody said. “If you look at 
Endeavor’s shopping centers in and 
around Austin, while we do have 
some of the more typical national 
chain restaurants, we do take pride 
and make great effort in going in 
and trying to get some of the local 
[restaurant owners] to get outside 
of their comfort zone a little bit and 
go in the larger shopping centers.”

Cody said the company is cur-
rently courting leading restaurants 
to lease space at the center.

“This project will cater to the 
young professional, the family here 
in San Marcos and the surround-
ing community and the students,” 
he said. “We see a significant 
entertainment component.”

Before Endeavor consolidated 
ownership of the Springtown 
property in late 2014, Cody said 
there were four groups that owned 
five parcels. This fractured owner-
ship prevented the property from 
being redeveloped, he said. 

“We’re going to bring it in as one 
entire project as opposed to four or 
five different projects,” Cody said. 

DEVELOPMENT
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The Springtown shopping center, located near the intersection of Hopkins Street and Thorpe Lane in San Marcos, could be the 
future site of restaurants, entertainment options and more. The site was recently purchased by Endeavor Real Estate Group. 

The Springtown shopping 
center is also included in the city’s 
comprehensive plan, which was 
adopted in 2013. The plan calls 
for the area including Spring-
town—known as Midtown—to be 
developed densely with retail and 
residential development.

“Springtown Mall is primarily 
unoccupied, providing an ideal 
opportunity for redevelopment,” 
the plan states.

Council members Jude 
Prather, Lisa Prewitt and John 
Thomaides said they support 
high-density development in the 
area as well.

On March 3, City Council 
discussed the possibility of offer-
ing an economic incentive to 
Endeavor for its redevelopment 
efforts. 

Prather, Prewitt and Thomaides 
said they would be willing to con-
sider more generous incentives if 
the company will consider adding 
density to the project.

“There has been a lot of citizen 
input, and it’s nearly unanimous 
that this is an area in our town 
that we all agree upon that we 
would love to see a high-density, 
mixed-use residential develop-
ment,” Prather said.

Thomaides said he hopes 
the company will continue a 
dialogue with the city about the 
potential redevelopment of the 
property and the inclusion of 
high-density, mixed uses.

“My aggressiveness in incen-
tives would be far greater if we 
could try to go beyond what 
the market would allow in San 
Marcos at this time—but still 
following good market princi-
ples—and trying to realize what 
the community’s vision is for 
this location,” Thomaides said. 
“We could get very creative [with 
development incentives].”

San Marcos
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Emotional Wellness for Senior Adults

Loss of loved ones. Physical limitations 
and illness. Social isolation. Difficulty 
adjusting to retirement.  Senior adults 
face different challenges caused by life 
changes as they age. These challenges 
may lead to emotional problems such as 
depression or anxiety, decreasing their 
ability to cope with daily tasks.

The Heritage Program at Seton Edgar B. Davis Hospital is specially 
designed to meet the unique needs of senior adults to improve 
their overall quality of life. Through family support throughout 
treatment and customized therapy plans, The Heritage Program 
participants can learn to manage their symptoms, learn healthy 
behaviors to build relationships, cope with grief, communicate 
better and much more.

Sometimes it takes a helping hand to lead you or your loved one 
through life’s challenges. We can help you.

Heritage Program

For more information or a consultation, 
please call 830-875-7046.

130 Hays Street  •  Luling, Texas 78648 • seton.net/sebd

Healing Lives, Restoring Hope

Pedernales Electric Cooperative
www.pec.coop/landscaping 

1180 Seton Pkwy., Suite 240 • Kyle, Texas 78640 • 512.268.0286 • Mon.-Fri.: 8pm-5pm

CALL FOR 
INFORMATION 
ON OUR NEW 

REDUCED RATES
• Laser Resurfacing 

• Photofacials • Spa Facials
• Waxing & Tinting

OBSTETRICS | GYNECOLOGY | SPA SERVICES

GINA FANN 
Licensed Esthetician and Laser

HaysWomensHealth.com

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Stated rate is for new loans only. Minimum $10,000 new cash. Actual rate may vary 
depending on credit qualifications. Rate is for loan terms up to five years, 60 monthly payments of $18.40 per $1,000 
borrowed. No additional rate discounts apply. Terms and conditions apply. 

Your Big Idea

Visit us online for  
more details. 

3.95

Home Equity 
Loan

%
APR*

rates as low as

Your big idea deserves a low rate and exceptional service. A home 
equity loan is the best option to make your big idea a reality.
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Comprehensive, Local, Expert Podiatric Care for Adults & Children

NOW 
ACCEPTING 

NEW 
CLIENTS!

Located in Hays Surgery Center
512-268-FOOT (3668)

www.ThePodiatryGroup.com

Jeff Henke, DPM
Diplomate, American Board 

of Podiatric Surgery
Certifi ed in Foot Surgery

135 Bunton Creek Rd.
Suite 300 • Kyle, Texas

Medical & surgical treatments for 
disorders affecting the foot and ankle
• Foot & ankle

trauma, sprains
• Running injuries

& sports medicine
• Heel pain,

plantar fasciitis
• Foot dermatology,

fungus & warts
• Diabetic ulcers

& wound care
• Soft tissue

masses, cysts

• Corns, calluses,
bunions, hammertoes

• Achilles tendonitis
• Tarsal tunnel

syndrome
• Pediatric foot care
• Ingrown toenails
• Senior walking

problems
• Flatfoot, fallen arches
• Toe deformities
• Neuromas

CITY & COUNTY
News from Buda, Kyle and Hays County Compiled by Joe Olivieri, Brett Thorne and JJ Velasquez

Kyle P&Z commissioners recommend 
mid-rise buildings in city’s retail areas
KYLE Taller buildings may soon 
adorn the Kyle landscape.

The Kyle Planning and Zoning 
Commission voted unanimously 
Feb. 24 to recommend adopting 
changes to the allowed conditional 
uses in the retail services district, 
the zoning area that largely runs 
along the I-35 corridor.

Buildings reaching heights of up 
to 100 feet would be a new condi-
tional use allowed by the city’s zon-
ing ordinances if Kyle City Council 
chooses to adopt the P&Z recom-
mendation. The highest building 
height allowed in the district under 
the current rules is 45 feet.

City Manager Scott Sellers 

said as the city develops its green 
space, development must even-
tually grow upward rather than 
outward.

“Kyle must grow strategically,” 
Sellers said. “But as it defines 
what it will be when it grows up, 
it should not preclude such things 
as high-rise office buildings and 
other structures.”

Buildings that are 100 feet tall 
usually comprise eight or nine 
stories, said Steve Clamons, a geo-
graphic information analyst for 
the city’s planning department.

Standing nine stories high, 
Seton Medical Center Hays is the 
tallest building in the city.

Buda officials support low-income housing project

SH 45 SW environmental study concludes, project ‘cleared for construction’

BUDA A low-income housing development is 
in the works in Buda, and it will receive finan-
cial support from the city.

Buda City Council voted 6-1 on Feb. 17 in 
favor of a resolution supporting The Pointe at 
Overlook, a 110-unit housing development at 
645 FM 967, as well as a resolution of support 
to assist in the funding of the project.

Owen Dundee, a development associate with 
Picerne Development, the project’s developer, 
said a Buda Economic Development Corp. sur-
vey indicated a void in Buda’s housing market.

“It does seem like there is a demand of some 
working-class folks that work here but just can’t 
afford to live here,” Dundee said. “Our develop-
ment will certainly help [meet] that need.”

The project will comprise stand-alone hous-
ing units ranging from one to three bedrooms. 
People earning annual incomes between 
$14,537 and $48,900 could be eligible to lease 

properties, according to Picerne Develop-
ment’s presentation. Rents would range from 
$342 to $1,047 a month, according to the 
presentation.

Mayor Todd Ruge said he was “highly criti-
cal” of the program last year, but the outreach 
the developers did softened his concerns. A 
request for $118,000 in assistance from the city 
was made more palatable when the develop-
ment firm said it would pay the city back, City 
Manager Kenneth Williams said.

HAYS COUNTY The Texas 
Department of Transportation con-
firmed it has finished its environ-
mental review of SH 45 SW, thereby 
allowing the project to begin final 
design and construction.

Carlos Swonke, TxDOT Environ-
mental Affairs Division director, 
said the Record of Decision was 
signed March 4. 

“Our challenge in preparing 
the environmental impact state-
ment was to develop a project 
that addressed the traffic problem 
while still being sensitive to the 

environmental issues,” he wrote in 
a statement to Community Impact 
Newspaper. “We feel like we’ve 
accomplished that.”

The 15-page Record of Decision 
identifies building SH 45 SW—a 
roughly 4-mile, four-lane, limited 
access tollway connecting MoPac 
in Southwest Austin to FM 1626 
in Hays County—as the preferred 
alternative to improve system con-
nectivity and local mobility.

In a joint statement with the 
Central Texas Regional Mobil-
ity Authority, TxDOT staff 

members called SH 45 SW 
“cleared for construction.”

“Our team of engineers and 
scientists has done a great job of 
studying the issues and finding 
ways to reduce impacts to the 
environment,” Swonke said, in  
the statement. 

SH 45 SW will be funded by Hays 
and Travis counties, the Mobility 
Authority and the Capital Area Met-
ropolitan Planning Organization, 
the group responsible for coordinat-
ing road projects in Central Texas. 

The Mobility Authority will also 

design, construct, operate and 
maintain the roadway, according to 
the statement. 

“This project will provide an 
important connection for rapidly 
growing communities in south-
ern Travis and northern Hays 
counties and provide long-needed 
relief from cut-through traffic 
that has crippled roadways such 
as Slaughter Lane and Manchaca 
Road, which were not designed 
to handle the capacity,” Mobil-
ity Authority Executive Director 
Mike Heiligenstein said.

Buda City Council
Meets at 6:30 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month
Live webcasts of meetings:  
www.ci.buda.tx.us/index.aspx?NID=390
121 Main St. • 512-312-0084
www.ci.buda.tx.us

Kyle City Council
Meets at 7 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month 
Live webcasts of meetings:
www.ustream.tv/channel/kyle-city-council
100 W. Center St. • 512-262-1010
www.cityofkyle.com

San Marcos City Council
Meets at 6 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month
Live webcasts of meetings:  
www.sanmarcostx.gov/videos 
630 E. Hopkins St. • 512-393-8000
www.sanmarcostx.gov/

Hays County  
Commissioners Court
Meets at 9 a.m. each Tuesday
Live webcasts of meetings: 
www.co.hays.tx.us/commcourtlive
111 E. San Antonio St., San Marcos
512-393-2205 • www.co.hays.tx.us

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_sbk

Tweetings

Meetings For the full version of any of these articles, 
visit us online at impactnews.com/sbk.
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SH 45 SW, a toll road connecting 
Hays and Travis counties, has 
been cleared for construction. 
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Medpark 
Hearing Center

&
San Marcos Ear, Nose and Th roat

FREE 
HEARING 

SCREENING 
& IN-HOUSE 
REPAIRS ON 
ANY BRAND!

HEARING 
SCREENINGSCREENING 
& IN-HOUSE 
REPAIRS ON 
ANY BRAND!

512-353-8899
MedparkHearingCenter.com

2000 B&C Medical Parkway • San Marcos, TX 78666

Anthony Atencio, HIS
Hearing Instrument Specialist

Edward Tomaneng, MD
Ear, Nose & Th roat Specialist

*No Cash Value. 
Limit 1 Per Family Per Visit. 
Offer Valid April 3-5, 2015. 
Must Bring in Original Ad.

• ARCADE
• FOOD
• FULL BAR
• LASER TAG
• FREE LIVE MUSIC
• PARTIES
• and MORE
15201 IH35, BUDA, TX 78610
(512) 523-4080

WWW.PINBALLZKINGDOM.COM

More Bunny For Your Money!
Get $5 in FREE Game Play with the Purchase 
of a $20 Game Card.

Hop to It! Kids Easter Egg Hunt
April 3rd At 11am

At the Bunker Vein & Imaging Center, 
we take preventative action to diagnose and treat 

the underlying cause, so that you feel comfortable in your skin!

ROUND ROCK • 7200 WYOMING SPRINGS, STE. 1550

(512) 726-0599 • www.bunkerveins.com
REQUEST AN APPOINTMENT FOR A CONSULTATION!

DON’T LET THIS HAPPEN TO YOU!

Leading-edge care. Uncommon commitment. Beautiful results.Leading-edge care. Uncommon commitment. Beautiful results.

Most insurances accepted • Financing available • Open Saturdays • Se Habla Español

WESTLAKE • 2712 BEE CAVES ROAD, SUITE 122 • AUSTIN

When you’re sick & need to be seen, you can make an appointment 
with your doctor, or any ARC doctor at the time and location most 
convenient for you. Book your appointment online, try it today!

Visit ARCappointments.com
Make an Appointment

Easy Access to Appointments!
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Call now for a free in-home estimate:  

512-831-3651
Visit our project gallery at GoFramelessAustin.com

FULLY INSURED | 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Go frameless!Go frameless!
Transform your outdated shower today!

All coupons in this ad can be combined!

*With new shower enclosure purchase. Mention code CI-0315 for discounts when calling.

$75 OFF 
Single Frameless 

Shower Door

$150 OFF
Multi-panel Frameless 

Shower Enclosure

FREE
Diamon-Fusion  

Glass Protectant*

100% LIFETIME WARRANTY

We’ll beat ANY competitive quote  
for frameless shower enclosures

Premium quality custom  
shower doors & tub enclosures 

Large variety of glass & hardware options
Family owned & operated

AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

Patrick, Straus name committees 
in Senate, House for 84th session
AUSTIN For Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, his first 
time assigning senators to each of the 14 
Senate committees was a bit like the NFL 
draft and involved charting assignments 
on a whiteboard. 

The 84th Legislature will have the large 
undertaking of considering which of 
several thousand bills to approve. To assist 
with that process each chamber utilizes 
committees tasked with considering legis-
lation on specific issues.

“That’s where everything happens,” 
Patrick said.

The 31 senators typically sit on four 
to five committees, which mostly have 
between seven and 11 members. Patrick 
has sole discretion for making committee 
assignments in the Senate and released his 
assignments Jan. 23. He used his knowledge 
of being a senator to 
provide insight into 
determining assign-
ments and also asked 
each senator his or 
her preferences.

“You try to put 
people on commit-
tees where they have 
interest and passion,” Patrick said.

The Senate has 14 committees with one 
subcommittee on border security, which 
is a decrease from 18 committees during 
the 83rd Legislature. Once he assigns bills 
to committees, Patrick said he lets chair-
men and chairwomen lead. This session 
he appointed the first woman, Sen. Jane 
Nelson, R-Flower Mound, to chair the 
finance committee. Patrick also reduced 
the number of Democrats serving as chair-
men and chairwomen from six to two.

Patrick said he considered a senator’s  
experience and subject knowledge in mak-
ing appointments for committee chair.

“The chairman has all the power,” he 

said. “They decide which bills to hear. 
They decide which bills are voted out. They 
decide who the invited expert witnesses 
are. A chairman has to be decisive.”

In the House of Representatives, seniority 
plays a significant role in determining some 
of the committee placements. Members 
who have served the longest get first pick, 
and House Speaker Rep. Joe Straus, R-San 
Antonio, appoints the remainder of the 
assignments. This is Straus’ fourth time to 
make committee assignments as speaker.

The House has 38 committees and two 
select or special committees Straus created 
for this session. Each of the 150 House 
members sit on at least one committee 
with most serving on two or three. Com-
mittees typically have between seven to 
11 members. House committees are each 

assigned different 
subject matters to 
determine which bills 
it considers. In mak-
ing the committee 
assignments, Straus 
said he considers the 
demographic and 
geographic makeup of 

the House to ensure balance.
“It’s impossible to make it exactly bal-

anced and to make it exactly perfect, but 
we do our best to please the members and 
put them in positions where we think they 
can be effective,” Straus said.

This session brought the challenge of 
appointing new chairmen and chair-
women to committees because many 
members either did not run for re-election 
or ran for other offices, Straus said. This 
allowed him to effect change in leadership.

“It’s good not to be too stagnant and 
a good signal to the public that we have 
versatile members, and they can handle a 
wide variety of challenges,” Straus said.

“You try to put people 
on committees 
where they have 
interest and passion.”

—Dan Patrick, lieutenant governor

Dan Patrick served in the Texas Senate for 
eight years before being elected lieutenant 
governor. He is the first senator to become 
lieutenant governor in Texas since the 1960s.

Patrick was first elected to the Senate in 
2006 to serve District 7, which covers most 
of Northwest Houston and areas of Tomball, 
Jersey Village and Katy.

Patrick released his committee assignments 

four days after the start of the 84th Legisla-
ture, allowing senators to begin considering 
legislation. During the first weeks of the 
session, committees have already approved 
bills on open-carry laws and the allocation of 
a portion of the motor vehicle sales tax toward 
transportation.

Patrick and his wife, Jan, have two children, 
Ryan and Shane, and live in Cypress.

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

DAN PATRICK • PARTY: REPUBLICAN • ELECTED: NOV. 4, 2014 • 512-463-0001 • WWW.LTGOV.STATE.TX.US

Sources: Texas House of Representatives, Texas Legislative Council, Texas Senate

Joe Straus has served as speaker of the 
House since January 2009. He was first 
elected to the House in February 2005 to repre-
sent District 121, which includes Bexar County 
and areas of Northeast San Antonio.

During his time in the House, Straus has 
helped the House pass balanced budgets, 
reduce the number of state tests in public 
schools, improve career readiness and make 

the budget more transparent for taxpayers. He 
also helped build support for a long-term water 
plan that would not raise taxes. Straus launched 
a fiscal review process in 2014 to analyze state 
agencies. Results were incorporated into the 
House’s proposed budget in January.

Straus is a San Antonio native, where he lives 
with his wife, Julie, and two daughters, Sara 
and Robyn.

JOE STRAUS • PARTY: REPUBLICAN • ELECTED: FEB. 5, 2005 • 512-463-1000 • WWW.HOUSE.STATE.TX.US/MEMBERS/SPEAKER

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

By Amy Denney

D-LAREDO
Agriculture, Water & Rural Affairs**; Committee of 
the Whole Senate; Health and Human Services; 
Natural Resources and Economic Development; 
State Affairs

SEN. JUDITH ZAFFIRINI • DISTRICT 21

R-NEW BRAUNFELS
Administration, Committee of the Whole 
Senate, Education, Health & Human Services, 
Intergovernmental Relations, Veteran Affairs & 
Military Installations*

SEN. DONNA CAMPBELL • DISTRICT 25

WANT MORE TEXAS  
LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_sbk  
and search for #CITxLege or visit 

communityimpact.com

R-SEGUIN
General Investigating & Ethics, Licensing & 
Administrative Procedures, State Affairs

REP. JOHN KUEMPEL • DISTRICT 44

R-DRIPPING SPRINGS
Economic & Small Business Development, 
Environmental Regulation, Local & Consent 
Calendars

REP. JASON ISAAC • DISTRICT 45

R-AUSTIN
Insurance, Natural Resources, State & Federal 
Power & Responsibility Select** 

REP. PAUL WORKMAN • DISTRICT 47

D-AUSTIN
Calendars, Economic & Small Business 
Development, Environmental Regulation**

REP. EDDIE RODRIGUEZ • DISTRICT 51

R-LOCKHART
Agriculture & Livestock, Land & Resource 
Management

REP. JOHN CYRIER • DISTRICT 17

84TH LEGISLATURE COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
for San Marcos, Buda and Kyle  lawmakers *Chair, **Vice/co-chair
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Proceeds benefit

Sunday, April 12
2-6 in the afternoon 

Texas Old Town 
in Kyle

Tickets: 
$40 concert with BBQ 
$20 concert/no meal

$300 for reserved table for 8 
Call 512.753.3608

ENTERTAINMENT BY 
Bob schneider

11th
annual
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Kidzone, BBQ Cookoff, Live Music, Arts 

and Crafts Booths, Food Vendors

Buda Wiener Dog Races 
April 25-26, 2015

FREE PARKING AND SHUTTLE SERVICE
$5 entry fee for entire weekend (rain or shine)

and Crafts Booths, Food Vendorsand Crafts Booths, Food Vendorsand Crafts Booths, Food Vendorsand Crafts Booths, Food Vendorsand Crafts Booths, Food Vendorsand Crafts Booths, Food Vendors

increases in rigor from week to week. Each 
week elements, such as strength training 
and goal setting, are added. Families 
are invited. 6:45–7:45 p.m. Free. Negley 
Elementary School, 5940 McNaughton, 
Kyle. 512-376-8089

March

21 Tomatoes and Veggies 101
Visitors are invited to a gardening 

workshop led by Gray Gardens farmer Jonas 
Jones. Plants and seeds are available for 
purchase at the event. Those who purchase 
seeds also leave with plants ready to be 
transferred to their home gardens. 10–11 a.m. 
Free. Cross Plants and Produce, 705 Old 
Hwy. 81, Kyle. 512-262-7513.  
www.crossplantsandproduce.com

CALENDAR

Sponsored by

Find more or submit San Marcos, 
Buda or Kyle events at  
impactnews.com/sbk-calendar.

To have San Marcos, Buda or Kyle 
events considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

Online calendar
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National Corndog Day
The San Marcos Main Street 
Program hosts the event, 

which includes games, a corn dog–eating 
contest and three-on-three basketball 
tournament. Some downtown businesses 
offer specials for the event. Noon–4 p.m. 
Free. Downtown San Marcos.  
512-393-8430
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Featured EVENT

Compiled by Brett Thorne

11 Real Ale Brewing 19th 
Anniversary Party  

More than 45 Real Ale beers and live 
music are on tap at the event, where the 
brewery will release a limited edition 19th 
anniversary beer. Proceeds from ticket 
sales benefit local nonprofits. Noon–5 
p.m. $5 (advance), $10 (door) $5 (parking 
per car). Real Ale Brewing Co., 231 San 
Saba Court, Blanco. 830-833-2534.  
www.realalebrewing.com

Tony Barton performs at the April 3 event. 
The winery features a deck overlooking the 
San Marcos River. 6–9 p.m. Free. 125 Old 
Martindale, San Marcos. 512-392-5634. 
www.threedudeswinery.com

07 Ben Fountain reading  
and book signing

The author reads his works and signs books, 
which are available for purchase. Fountain 
is the 2014–16 Endowed Chair in Creative 
Writing at Texas State University. Fountain’s 
2013 book “Billy Lynn’s Long Halftime Walk” 
won the 2013 National Book Critics Circle 
Award for fiction. 3:30 p.m. Free. The Wittliff 
Collections, Alkek Library 7th floor, Texas 
State University, San Marcos. 512-245-2313.  
www.thewittliffcollections.txstate.edu

09 Ongoing 
Keep San Marcos Beautiful 

Spring Concert series
The series of concerts takes place Thursdays 
throughout April beginning April 9. The 
Spazmatics perform April 9, followed by the 
Tejas Brothers on April 16, Curtis Grimes on 
April 23 and Bluffett on April 30. The Hitch: 
A Mobile Eatery offers food for attendees. 
Attendees are allowed to bring alcohol, 
but glass containers and Styrofoam are 
not allowed. Smoking and vaping is also 
prohibited. 6:30 p.m. Free. San Marcos Plaza 
Park, 401 E. Hopkins St., San Marcos.  
512-393-8400

10 through 12 
Downtown Art and Wine Walk

Attendees can sip wine while viewing art 
curated by local arts group Art Squared. The 
event also includes children’s crafts and live 
art demonstrations. $7 (Sunday jazz brunch), 
$20 (Saturday wine walk), $30 (Friday wine 
walk and Art Squared sneak peek), $35 
(three-day pass). Downtown San Marcos. 
512-393-8000

11 Texas Wild Rice Festival
The event features art vendors, live 

music, free hands-on conservation workshops 
and a screening of the film “Yakona,” which 
tells the history of the San Marcos River. The 
river is home to eight endangered species 
including Texas wild rice and the San Marcos 
salamander. Noon–11 p.m. Free. Sewell Park, 
Aquarena Springs Drive and University Drive, 
San Marcos. 956-763-6248.  
www.texaswildricefestival.org

11 YOUTHFEST
The family-friendly festival includes 

games with prizes and giveaways, live 
entertainment from local youth, as well as 
creative activities courtesy of Texas State 
University’s art department. The event also 
includes an inflatable bounce house and train 
rides throughout the park. The Greater San 
Marcos Youth Council operates a concessions 
stand, and all proceeds benefit its children’s 
shelter. Youth and family wellness information 
will be provided in several booths. 10 a.m.–4 
p.m. Free admission, $1 (train rides, jumping 
castle). San Marcos Plaza Park,  
401 E. Hopkins St., San Marcos.  
512-754-0500. www.gsmyc.org 

24 Misha Quint performance
The Texas State International 

Concert Series presents Russian-born cellist 
Misha Quint as he performs at the Performing 
Arts Center at Texas State University. Quint’s 
musical repertoire includes Bach and notable 
contemporary composers. 7:30–9 p.m. 
$8 (students), $15 (nonstudents) with $2 
processing fee. Performing Arts Center at 
Texas State University, 405 Moon St., San 
Marcos. 512-245-3375

Ongoing
Family Fitness Club, recurring  
on Wednesdays 
The event aims to teach participants young 
and old the importance of safety, healthy 
eating and pacing in workouts. Attendees 
participate in a 1- to 3-mile run that gradually 

27 Summer camp fair
Texas State University offers 

dozens of summer camps open to 
children throughout Hays County. 
Representatives from more than a 
dozen summer camps are available to 
answer questions. Texas State mascot 
Boko and the Texas State cheerleaders 
appear at the event, which includes 
refreshments and giveaways.  
2:30–6 p.m. Free. Undergraduate 
Academic Center. 512-245-9645

April

02 through 03 
Kim Addonizio reading

The author gives a reading and signs 
copies of her books at the Wittliff 
Collections at Texas State University 
on April 2 and again at the Katherine 
Anne Porter House in Kyle on April 3. 
Addonizio has twice been awarded 
National Endowment for the Arts 
fellowships and was the recipient of a 
2005 Guggenheim Fellowship. 3:30 p.m. 
(April 2), 7:30 p.m. (April 3). Free. The 
Wittliff Collections, Alkek Library 7th 
floor, Texas State University, San Marcos; 
Katherine Anne Porter House, 508 Center 
St., Kyle. 512-245-2313.  
www.thewittliffcollections.txstate.edu

03 First Friday at  
Three Dudes Winery

Three Dudes Winery celebrates the 
first Friday of each month with live 
music, hot dogs and wine available for 
purchase by the glass and by the bottle. 
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M U S E U M    &    G A R D E N S 

Experience the 
Beauty of Preservation  

Located in San Antonio’s King William 
National Historic District

Call for tour information or 
to make your reservation

villa Finale

VILLA FINALE: MUSEUM & GARDENS
 401 King William   San Antonio, TX 78204   

210.223.9800   www.VillaFinale.org
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Children’s Workshop
Monday July 13th - Friday July 17th

Young Collector’s Workshop
Time: 9am to 12 Noon each day

Non-member: $150.00    Member: $125.00 

Whether coins, insects or stamps, or something 
completely di� erent, if there are more than three objects 
of the same type, it’s a collection.  Young collectors will 

enjoy mornings learning how to handle, curate, store and 
display their collections.  Workshop includes a tour of 

Villa Finale, a book reading, building display mounts, a 
workbook, archival materials for storage and much more.

Austin’s Premier 
BASKETBALL CAMP 
is now Enrolling!

Shooters are developed not born. 

Basketball Camp for Boys and Girls ages 7-16
With 7 locations in Austin including Akins High School

Register now at www.bperrymanshootingcamp.com

ALL STAR 
SPORTS CAMP 

The camp promotes teamwork and 
sportsmanship through healthy 
competition via sports and active games, 
Soccer Zone owner Darren Brown 
said. The camp encourages children to 
discover new talents and refine natural 
abilities while having fun and exploring a 
variety of sports, Brown said.

DETAILS: Ages 5–14. Weekly June 8–
Aug. 21. 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m., with early 
drop-off and late pickup available. $179 
per week (half-day camp), $279 per week 
(full-day camp). Sibling and multiweek 
discounts are available. No registration 
deadline. SoccerZone South Austin, 9501 
Manchaca Road, Austin. 512-280-2244. 
www.soccerzonesouthaustin.com

AQUATIC SCIENCE 
ADVENTURE CAMP 

The Aquatic Science Adventure Camp at 
Texas State University has been the top 
science summer camp in Central Texas 
for more than 25 years, Camp Director 
Aaron Swink said. Campers learn about 
aquatic biology, chemistry, geology and 
ecology and participate in scuba diving, 
river rafting and rock wall climbing. 

DETAILS: Ages 9–15. June 15–July 
24. All day. $150 (two-day nonresident 
camp), $650 (five-day resident camp).  
No registration deadline. Texas State 
University, 601 University Drive, San 
Marcos. 512-245-2329.  
www.eardc.txstate.edu/camp.html 

CITY OF SAN MARCOS 
SUMMER FUN PROGRAM 

Educational games and activities are 
combined in an eight-week recreational 
program. Campers take off-site field trips 
once a week. Breakfast and lunch are 
provided.

DETAILS: Ages 7–14 (and younger 
children who have completed first 
grade). Weekly June 15–Aug. 1. 7:30 
a.m.–5:30 p.m. $32 (per week for San 
Marcos residents), $50 (per week for 
nonresidents), $250 (entire program 
for San Marcos residents), $395 (entire 
program for nonresidents). Registration 
begins April 1 for residents, April 27 for 
nonresidents. Locations: TBD.  
512-393-8400. www.sanmarcostx.gov.  
Twitter: @cityofsanmarcos

COACH Z’S  
BASKETBALL CAMPS 

Each camper receives individualized 
instruction from collegiate coaches to 
develop skills for each position. Campers 
participate in competition while learning 
the fundamentals of basketball.

DETAILS: For students entering 
prekindergarten to high school seniors. 
Weekly June 8–26. June 8–11 (grades 
3–12), June 13–14 (grades 9–12), June 
22–26 (grades prekindergarten–2 and 
grades 6–12). Times vary by camp. Cost: 
TBA. No registration deadline. Texas 
State University, 601 University Drive, 
San Marcos. 512-245-6019.  
www.txstatebobcats.com

EXTEND-A-CARE  
FOR KIDS 

Weekly sessions include softball, 
basketball, soccer, field trips, swimming, 
cooking, games and puzzles, reading 
and arts and crafts. Campers attend one 
to two swim trips per week, one field 
trip each week and participate in sports 
camps in the morning.

DETAILS: Ages 3–12. Weekly June 8–
Aug. 14. 7 a.m.–6:30 p.m. $175 (per 
week, financial assistance available for 
qualifying families). Registration deadline: 
May 26 (June 8–12, 15–19 camps); June 

9 (June 22–26, June 29–July 3 camps); 
June 23 (July 6–10, 13–17 camps); July 
7 (July 20–24, 27–31 camps); July 21 
(Aug. 3–7, 10–14 camps). Elm Grove 
Elementary School, 801 FM 1626, Buda; 
Kyle Elementary School, 500 W. Blanco 
St., Kyle. 512-472-9402.  
www.eackids.org. Twitter: @eacatx 

JUNIOR SUMMER  
MATH CAMP 

The Junior Summer Math Camp engages 
students in grades 4–8 in hands-on 
activities and discovery learning. The 
camp is open to students of all math 
backgrounds. Students learn pre-algebra 
and algebraic concepts in fun ways while 
learning together. 

DETAILS: Incoming grades 4–8. June 
8–19. 8 a.m.–noon. $350. Registration 
deadline: April 15. San Marcos High 
School, 2601 E. McCarty Lane, San 
Marcos. 512-245-3439.  
www.txstate.edu/mathworks/camps/
half-day-jsmc.html 

LEARNING FUN 101
Students explore programming with LEGO 
robotics and engineering at the Learning 
Fun 101 Camp. 

DETAILS: Incoming kindergarten–7th 
grade. Weekly June 8–26, July 13–
Aug. 7. Times vary by location. $128 
(four-day camp July 13–16), $160 (all 
other camps); $20 early registration 
discount (March 25). No registration 
deadline. Hays Hills Baptist Church, 
1401 N. FM 1626, Buda (June 8–12, July 
27–31); Patton Elementary School, 6001 
Westcreek Drive, Austin (June 15–19, 
July 13–16); Ralph Pfluger Elementary 
School, 4951 Mash Lane, Buda (June 
22–26); Elm Grove Elementary School, 
801 FM 1626, Buda (July 20–24, Aug. 
3–7). 512-740-3024.  
www.learningfun101.com

RICCI WOODARD 
SOFTBALL CAMPS 

Campers participate in softball-related 
drills, water games and scrimmages 
against fellow campers. Campers receive 
instruction from Texas State University 
softball players and staff.

DETAILS: Ages 6–18. June 15–18. Times: 
varies by camp. $150 (morning session), 
$235 (day session), $275 (elite commuter 
session), $375 (elite residential camp). 
Registration deadline: June 5. Bobcat 
Softball Stadium, 255 Charles Austin Drive, 
San Marcos. 512-245-3707. 
www.rsvpbook.com/
RWSummercamps2015.  
ah1618@txstate.edu

SAN MARCOS DANCE 
STUDIO CAMPS

Children, teenagers and adults can 
explore a range of dance styles, 
including hip-hop, jazz, ballet, tap and 
contemporary. Children’s camps—such 
as the “Frozen” camp or the Hip-hop Diva 
camp—will include crafts and games. 
Each week’s camp includes a different 
theme and ends with a performance 
for friends and family. There are also 
technique camps offered for experienced 
dancers which will include ballet, tap, 
jazz, contemporary and hip hop.

DETAILS: Ages: See below. June 3–Aug. 
9. $150 per camp. San Marcos Dance 
Studio, 1405 N. Bishop St., San Marcos. 
512-588-2006.  
www.sanmarcosdancestudio.com

 
SAN MARCOS NATURE 
CENTER CAMPS
The SMNC offers 11 weeks of science-
based summer camps. Campers explore 
the tiny microbes that inhabit local ponds 
and the 4.5-ton Iguanodon that roamed the 
Texas Hill Country millions of years ago.

DETAILS: Ages: See below. No 
registration deadline. San Marcos Nature 
Center, 430 Riverside Drive, San Marcos. 
512-393-8447. www.sanmarcostx.gov/
naturecenter 

Wild Times in Texas: Campers discover the 
past, explore the present and talk about the 
future of Texas wildlife. Children learn about 
dinosaurs, explore what archaeologists do 
and visit Natural Bridge Wildlife Park on 
June 10. Ages: Kindergarten–5th grade. 
June 8–12. 8 a.m.–5:15 p.m. $155. Limited 
to 20 campers. 

Mid-Summer Magick Camp: campers 
make nature-themed crafts featuring 
fairies, elves and trolls. The camp also 
includes a field trip to Jumpy Place on 
June 17. Kindergarten–5th grade. June 
15–19. 8 a.m.–5:15 p.m. $147. Limited to 
20 campers. 

Mayhem Week: This camp is all 
about making a mess with chemistry 
experiments, water balloon catapults and 
mud. The camp also includes field trips 
to the San Antonio and Austin zoos. Each 
day ends with water play, so swimsuits 
are required. Kindergarten–5th grade. 
June 22–26, Aug. 3–7, 8 a.m.–5:15 p.m. 
$147 (Aug. 3–7), $151 (June 22–26). 
Limited to 20 campers.

It’s a Small World Camp: Campers learn 
about the natural world on a miniature 
scale. Campers learn how to use 
microscopes and prepare slides. Campers 
also visit Playscape, Rio Vista Pool and 
the Austin Nature & Science Center. 
Kindergarten–5th grade. June 29–July 
3. 8 a.m.–5:15 p.m. $143. Limited to 20 
campers. 

Fin and Feather Camp: Children learn 
about local species. Campers create a 
birding “life list” as well as fish on the 
San Marcos River. Campers also dissect 
fish or birds. Kindergarten–5th grade. 
July 6–10 (fish dissection), Aug. 10–14 
(bird dissection). 8 a.m.–5:15 p.m. $154. 
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GUIDE
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Summer is almost here, but that does not mean learning 
and enrichment have to go the way of hall passes and class 
schedules. Many organizations throughout Central Texas offer 
summer programs that challenge campers’ minds and bodies. 
Take a look below to find the right opportunity for your camper. 
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Here are a few of  
the camp offerings:

 » Athletics

 » Performing Arts

 » Science and Math

 » Writing

Students of all ages can discover something new and exciting at 
dozens of summer camps offered at Texas State University.

Meet Boko and the Texas State cheerleaders and enjoy refreshments, 
demonstrations and giveaways at the Summer Camp Fair, free and 
open to the public. 

Representatives from the summer camps will be on hand to answer 
your questions.

txstate.edu/community

MARCH 27
2:30 – 6 PM
UNDERGRADUATE
ACADEMIC CENTER

SUMMER CAMP FAIR

Texas State University, to the extent not in conflict with federal or state law, prohibits discrimination or harassment on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, veterans’ 
status, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression. This information is available in alternate form upon request from the Office of Disability Services. Texas State University is a tobacco-free campus.

15-252  2/2/15

FREE Parking at the LBJ Student Center Parking Garage.
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RVLandTX.com
23401 I-35 (Exit 210) • Kyle, TX 78640
512-234-MYRV (6978) • 888-435-0789

$158.89
MO* 

2015 SHASTA 
AIRFLYTE 
RE-ISSUE

*Payment based off of $2,000 down at 5.99% for 144 months W.A.C. Stock No. 10668

Limited to 20 campers.

River Rat Nature Camp: This camp 
pairs environmental education with 
recreation activities at the nature center, 
Rio Vista Pool, playscape and city parks. 
Kindergarten–5th grade. July 13–17, July 
27–31 and Aug. 17–21. 8 a.m.–5:15 p.m. 
$147. Limited to 20 campers. 

Wild Rice Rangers Camp: Children learn 
about conservation by working alongside 
the Edwards Aquifer Habitat Conservation 
Plan’s conservation crew. The camp 
includes a field trip to the Meadows Center. 
Ages: 10–13. July 20–24.  8 a.m.–
5:15 p.m. $149. Limited to 15 campers. 

STOP MOTION 
ANIMATION FILM CAMP 

Students make their own stop-motion 
or Claymation short movie, building 
characters and sets using computer 
programs and film and editing the 
animation. 

DETAILS: Ages 8 and older. June 8–12 
and Aug. 3–7. 9 a.m.–3 p.m. $245. 
Registration deadline: May 15 (Buda), July 
15 (San Marcos). First United Methodist 
Church Buda, 302 Elm St., Buda; Texas 
State University Evans Liberal Arts 
Building, 601 University Drive, San 
Marcos. 512-971-8050.  
www.theaterplaceplus.com.  
Twitter: @thetheaterplace

SUMMER  
THEATER CAMP 

Campers spend two weeks singing, 
dancing and acting as they learn the 
craft of theater and prepare for a full 
production on the last day of the camp.

DETAILS: Age 7 and older (students are 
divided by age groups). Aug. 10–21.  
9 a.m.–3 p.m. $270 (early and late 
care available for an additional fee). 
Registration deadline July 15. Texas State 

University Theater Building, 601 Moon 
St., San Marcos. 512-971-8050.  
www.theaterplaceplus.com.  
Twitter: @thetheaterplace

TEXAS STATE 
UNIVERSITY AUTISM 
SUMMER CAMP 

Designed to promote social, language, 
communication and physical activity, the 
camp has served children with autism 
living in Central Texas since 2010. 
Activities include music, arts, crafts, 
games, dance, yoga and swimming. 
Texas State University students serve as 
camp counselors and work one-on-one 
with children.

DETAILS: Ages 5–12. Mon.–Thu. July 
6–30. 9 a.m.–1 p.m. $110 (one session), 
$220 (two sessions), $313 (three 
sessions) and $396 (four sessions); 
scholarships available. Registration 
deadline: June 1. Travis Elementary 
School, 1437 Post Road, San Marcos. 
512-245-8259.  
www.hhp.txstate.edu/Camps/Autism-
Camp.html. tingliu@txstate.edu 

TEXAS STATE 
UNIVERSITY PLAY AND 
INQUIRY WORKSHOP 

Texas State University’s Department of 
Curriculum and Instruction offers the 
camp, whose activities include art, music, 
woodworking, science and language arts. 

DETAILS: Ages 3–8. Mon.–Thu. June 
15–July 2. 8:30–11:30 a.m. $90 (one 
child), $165 (two children), $240 (three 
children). Registration deadline: June 
1 (flexible). Bonham Pre-Kindergarten 
School, 1225 Hwy. 123, San Marcos. 
512-245-3680 
 
YMCA SUMMER CAMPS 
The Hays Communities Branch of the 

YMCA provides camps throughout the 
summer offering safe and enriching camp 
experiences that include the outdoors, 
sports and LEGO engineering.

DETAILS: 512-523-0099.  
www.austinymca.org.  
Twitter: @ymcaaustinhays

Man vs. Nature Camp: Campers 
learn skills they need to survive in the 
wilderness and gain a greater appreciation 
for nature. Activities include building 
shelters, starting fires safely, learning first 
aid and identifying edible plants. 

DETAILS: Ages 8–12 (June 8–12, Aug. 
10–14). ages 12–15 (July 13–17). 9 a.m.– 
1 p.m. $115 (members), $145 
(nonmembers). Registration deadline: May 
25 (June 8–12), June 30 (July 13–17), July 
31 (Aug. 10–14). 1695 Old San Antonio 
Road, Buda

Half-Day Sports Camps: Campers develop 
sports skills, specifically fundamentals and 
sports technique. Activities include skills 
drills, games and swimming in the outdoor 
pool.

DETAILS: Ages 6–14. Weekly June 
8–25 and July 27–30. 9 a.m.–1 p.m. 
$75 (members), $125 (nonmembers). 
Registration deadlines: June 5 (June 8–11), 
June 12 (June 15–18), June 19 (June 
22–25) and July 24 (July 27–30). 465 
Buda Sportsplex Drive, Buda

First Kicks British Soccer Camp: Children 
ages 3–4 learn soccer basics through 
fundamental activities, games and fun 
soccer challenges for an hour per day. 
Parents are invited to join.

DETAILS: Ages 3–4. July 20–24. 8:30–9:30 
a.m. $104 (members), $114 (nonmembers). 
Registration deadline: July 5. 465 Buda 
Sportsplex Drive, Buda Mini Soccer Camp: 
The camp includes games, competitions and 

skill-building activities designed to enlighten 
and develop for 1.5 hours per day.

DETAILS: Ages 4–6. July 20–24.  
9:30 a.m.–11 a.m. $118 (members), $128 
(nonmembers). Registration deadline:  
July 5. 465 Buda Sportsplex Drive, Buda

Half-Day Player Development Camp: 
This camp places an emphasis on soccer 
skill development and mastery of core 
techniques through small group practices 
and coached games.

DETAILS: Ages 6–16. July 20–24. 
8:30–11:30 a.m. $154 (members), $164 
(nonmembers). Registration deadline:  
July 5. 465 Buda Sportsplex Drive, Buda

LEGO Engineering Camp: Campers 
explore the tools and techniques of 
superheroes and engineers. Engineering 
curriculum challenges campers to design, 
build and save a city using ingenuity and 
imagination. 

DETAILS: Ages 5–12. July 6–10. 9 a.m.–
noon (ages 5–7), 1–4 p.m. (ages 8–12). 
$150 (members), $200 (nonmembers). 
Registration deadline: July 3. 465 Buda 
Sportsplex Drive, Buda

YOUNG WRITERS CAMP 
AT TEXAS STATE 
UNIVERSITY 

The camp aims to inspire creative thinking and 
writing. Central Texas Writing Project writing 
teachers guide students through various 
writing styles and methods of self-expression. 

DETAILS: Ages 6–18. June 22–July 2. 9 
a.m.–12:15 p.m. (elementary school), 1–4:15 
p.m. (middle and high school). $250 (discount 
for siblings). Registration deadline: May 31. 
Texas State University, 601 University Drive, 
San Marcos. 512-245-3680. www.worklife.
txstate.edu/SummerCamps.html
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Texas State University will host a 
Summer Camp Fair March 27 for 
campers interested in everything 
from  college preparedness to the finer 
points of fencing. Representatives 
from camps will be on hand to answer 
questions. The event includes door 
prizes, refreshments, live music and an 
appearance by the Texas State Spirit 
Team. The event is free and open to the 
public. Free parking is provided at the 
LBJ Student Center Garage. 

 
Summer Camp Fair
March 27, 2:30–6 p.m. Undergraduate 
Academic Center, Texas State Univer-
sity, 601 University Drive, San Marcos. 
512-245-9645.
www.txstate.edu/community

This is not a comprehensive list. If your camp was not included, email sbknews@communityimpact.com to be added to our list.
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NOW
HIRING

Apply online at impactnews.com/now-hiring

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE
Is working within your community what you’ve been searching for?

Are “passionate” and “professional” words that describe you?

We’re looking to speak with you.

CHANCE LOVE
Agent | chance@theandersgroup.com

TEXAS HILL COUNTRY RANCH, 
RIVER AND RECREATIONAL PROPERTY

SPECIALIST IN 
HUNTING PROPERTIES

512-657-9207  | www.theandersgroup.com

HUNTING PROPERTIES
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COME TO THE AUSTIN NATIONAL COLLEGE FAIR

5:30-8:00pm
AUSTIN CONVENTION CENTER

OVER 250 COLLEGES

APRIL 7, 2015

187 Elmhurst, Suite B
Kyle, TX 78640

KyleChiropractor.com

Bunton Creek

Elmhurst

GET BACK TO ENJOYING YOUR LIFE.
When you have a toothache, you see a dentist.

When you have back or neck pain, auto or sports injury, you see me.

DrDonovanThomasBlog.com

CALL TODAY!
512-268-PAIN

MEMBER OF

NO LONG 
TERM 

TREATMENT 
PLANS!

support,” Cruz told City Council at the Feb. 
17 meeting. “Without your support finan-
cially, without your support physically—we 
can’t do our job without the good work done 
by City Council and by city staff.”

Since launching in 2010 the GSMP has 
been involved in some aspect of 593 jobs 
created through businesses relocating to or 
expanding in the city of San Marcos, accord-
ing to a partnership report. 

If council approves the reduction, the 
$240,000 formerly spent on the partner-
ship will go to the creation of three new city 
staff positions. The city would also gradually 
increase the amount it spends on economic 
development during the next five years. If 
council approves the final language of the 
amended contract with the partnership, the 
city could hire an economic development 
director by mid-summer, Miller said. In 2016, 
the position’s first full year, the director would 
make $151,800. In 2017 a program manager 
would be hired at $72,600 annually. In 2019 
the team would be rounded out by hiring an 
economic development specialist for $49,500. 

Transparency
The GSMP is a 501(c)(6) organization, a 

classification common for chambers of com-
merce and similar entities. The 501(c)(6) 
designation means the partnership is not for 
profit, and no net earnings of the group can 
be distributed to its members. 

Because the partnership is not a public 
entity, such as a city department, it is not 
bound by the same disclosure laws. Addition-
ally the partnership accepts private money, 
adding another wrinkle to the issue of trans-
parency. The organization is subject to open 
records laws, but it is not legally required 
to adhere to the Texas Open Meetings Act, 
although Conley said he is open to voluntarily 
complying with the TOMA’s regulations. 

In one example of what Councilman John 
Thomaides perceived as a lack of transpar-
ency between the partnership and city, three 
council members requested a detailed break-
down of the partnership’s budget in April 
2014. After the request was made there were 
many delays, he said.  

According to emails obtained by Commu-
nity Impact Newspaper through a Texas Free-
dom of Information Act request, City Finance 
Director Steve Parker followed up on council’s 
request to Cruz for a “detailed breakdown” of 
the partnership’s budget on May 9. 

After multiple emails between Cruz and 
Parker, a detailed report of income and 
expenses was sent to the city June 13. 

The partnership’s expenses during the first 
half of the 2013–14 fiscal year included 10 
three-day passes to the Formula 1 race at Cir-
cuit of the Americas in 2013 at a total cost of 
$20,300 as well as $2,860 spent on limousines 
in early November, according to the partner-
ship’s budget.

After some City Council members raised 
questions about expenses from the first half 
of 2014, the partnership’s board of direc-
tors voted to begin spending public money 
exclusively on operational expenses, such as 
salaries and rent.

Growing outside investment
Since the GSMP began in 2010, its annual 

budget has grown from $360,000 to $1.19 
million. Much of that growth has been driven 
by contributions from the private sector.

Among the partnership’s largest private 
investors are Austin-based public relations 
firm Buie & Co., Austin-based 
real estate investment firm 
McDonald Development Group 
and Central Texas Medical Cen-
ter, which each provide at least 
$25,000 annually. Kyle and Buda 
each provide $5,000 annually.

Of the 1,358 jobs announced 
in the Greater San Marcos 
region since 2011, 765, or 56 
percent, have been outside the 
city of San Marcos.

“Had you told me or other council mem-
bers at that time in 2009 that this is what 
we would be funding, that we would be the  
largest contributor and other cities would 
benefit for a paltry investment … the other 
cities need to kick in,” Thomaides said.

GSMP
Continued from | 1
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Should the city of San Marcos create its own in-house 
economic development team and reduce funding to the 
Greater San Marcos Partnership?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/sbk-poll

Buda
1. Ampersand Art Supply
2. CSI
3. Fat Quarter Shop

Dripping Springs
4. Deep Eddy Vodka
5. HHS, LLC
6. Tompkins Tomcar
7. Twisted X Brewing

Kyle
8. Xtreme Power
9. Image Microsystems 
Lockhart
10. Fashion Glass and Mirror
San Marcos
11. Bautex
12. CMI
13. Corvac Composites

14. Engineered Filtration
15. L&M Supply
16. Mensor
17. Quantum Materials 
18. Redbird Redhawk
19. Redbird Skyport
20. Rivercity Sportswear
21. R-water
22. Uniprop
23. Epic Piping

JOB CREATION IN THE GREATER SAN MARCOS REGION

Lockhart

183130
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Map not to scale

             2003: $25,914                      2013: $34,869

The Greater San Marcos Partnership, which was launched in 2010, provides economic 
development services in the Greater San Marcos region, which includes Hays and Caldwell 
counties. According to the GSMP, since 2011 the organization was involved in the expansion 
or relocation of 22 businesses in the region. Those businesses brought 1,358 jobs with them.

Regional per capita income:Total jobs created since 2011: 
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San Marcos City Council 
discussed the city’s contract 
with the GSMP at its regular 

meeting March 17.  
For an updated story visit 

impactnews.com/sbk
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Edwards Aquifer Conservation 
District previously denied the 
city’s request for a permit trans-
fer, a process that would likely 
be the most expedient alternative 
Buda could pursue. And because 
it would entail transferring water 
permitted from another entity to 
Buda’s control, it would cause no 
further harm to the groundwater 
BSEACD regulates.

Permit transfer
In February, BSEACD reopened 

discussions to allow permit trans-
fers between water users in light of 
public meetings that drew hundreds 
of concerned western Hays County 
residents.

The district could vote on a pro-
posal for a rules change to allow 
such transfers at one of its next 
board meetings, General Manager 
John Dupnik said.

However, even if it were to create 
a regulatory mechanism for permit 

transfers, the potential for more 
stumbling blocks exists, he said.

The city of Kyle, which is one of 
Buda’s partners in the Hays Caldwell 
Public Utility Agency and has a 
well-stocked water supply, could 
come to the aid of Buda. Kyle was in 
a similar situation as Buda about 12 
years ago. Projections indicated the 
city was set for a rapid population 
boom, and Kyle was already over-
pumping from its Edwards Aquifer 
well to meet the existing demand, 
Kyle Assistant City Manager James 
Earp said.

“[The HCPUA partners] are 
trying to find a way to help Buda,” 
Earp said. “The EP deal is just a bad 
deal for everybody. Kyle has been 
put in a position where we have 
been asked to step up and help, 
and we can help given the right  
circumstances.”

In addition to transferring 
water permitted by BSEACD, Kyle 
would need to replace the water 
by drawing more from the Gua-
dalupe-Blanco River Authority 
pipeline, Earp said. That is a much 

more expensive source of water, 
and Buda would be expected to 
compensate the city appropriately, 
he said.

Kyle Mayor Todd Webster said 
the city is not in the business of 
giving away water for free.

Ruge said Buda does not expect 
that water to come cheaply.

“At minimum, it would be a 
break-even for Kyle, but I would 
anticipate it would actually be 
a revenue stream for them,” he 
said. “[But a permit transfer] is 
not what we are expecting. We are 
expecting to purchase water. And 
people that sell water generally 
don’t do it out of the goodness of 
their heart.”

Growth moratorium
In 2002, Kyle faced a similar pre-

dicament. City Council imposed a 
120-day moratorium on property 
development to meet the water and 
wastewater needs of its growing 
population. The city’s population 
was expected to grow by 30,000 in 
five years, necessitating a tripling of 

its water and wastewater capacity.
Webster, who was a councilman 

during the moratorium, said that 
although the four-month event 
adversely affected the city’s reputa-
tion and caused it to miss out on 
economic development opportu-
nities, “it positioned ourselves to 
acquire multiple sources of water.” 
There was also a strong impetus to 
resolve its capacity issues so the ban 
could be lifted.

“It was the driving force that 
drove us to move fast and get things 
done,” he said. “We moved quickly 
and accomplished a lot in a short 
period of time.”

Webster said he is not privy 
enough to Buda’s situation to 
know whether a moratorium 
would benefit the city.

“I just know it was right for 
Kyle,” he said.

The city of Buda would have 
to meet certain criteria, such 
as evidence public facilities are 
operating at capacity, to justify a 
property development morato-
rium, according to the state Local 

Government Code.
Councilwoman Angela Ken-

nedy, who voted against contract-
ing with EP, raised doubts that a 
moratorium would be beneficial. 
She said a lot of the city’s pro-
jected growth is from develop-
ments that were approved several 
years ago. A moratorium would 
not apply to developments that 
already have a permit.

“Some of the growth we are 
seeing is something we can’t 
stop,” Kennedy said. “I am not 
sure if a moratorium would have  
any effect.”

On March 3, Kennedy requested 
an updated five-year projection of 
the city’s water needs, which she 
said will help guide how Buda 
tackles its water crisis.

“Maybe the 2017 projection 
isn’t accurate anymore,” she said. 
“That is a very important piece to  
the puzzle.”

Water
Continued from | 1

BUDA’S FUTURE WATER OPTIONS

POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVES TO EP’S CONTRACT

ELECTRO PURIFICATION CONTRACT

Expediting access to the Carrizo-Wilcox Aquifer

A pipeline connecting Kyle to Buda is in the design phase. Hays Caldwell Public Utility 
Agency officials said they expect construction to be completed in 2017. However, the 
source from which Buda, Kyle and its partners in the water user collective will draw will not 

be available until 2023. Expediting the availability of the water to supply Buda’s growing 
population as early as 2017 may be too expensive to be seriously pursued.

When presenting conservation practices the city could adopt, Buda Planning Director Chance Sparks 
introduced the possibility of employing direct potable reuse, a method of recycling wastewater. 
Water used in the city would be treated and reintroduced into the municipal water supply. But it 

could take years and millions of dollars to build the necessary infrastructure. The system could be 
modeled after the Wichita Falls reuse project, which provides one-third of the city’s water. 

Recycling wastewater

Perhaps the most likely of the three scenarios, executing a permit transfer is the fastest and cheapest 
way to deliver water to Buda. But the Barton Springs Edwards Aquifer Conservation District needs to 
change its policy to allow the transfer of groundwater permits. The city of Kyle could transfer water to 

Buda, but Kyle would have to replace the transferred amount with water from the Guadalupe-Blanco 
River Authority, which is more expensive. Buda would have to compensate Kyle for the exchange.

Permit transfer

Sources: Kyle Assistant City Manager James Earp, Hays Caldwell Public Utility Agency

Water from the Carrizo-Wilcox Aquifer will become the city’s permanent source in 
2023, six years after a pipeline connecting Buda with its Hays Caldwell Public Utility 
Agency partner Kyle is slated to come online. From 2017 to 2022, however, the city 
needs at least an extra 1 million gallons of water per day to meet demand.

In January, Buda City Council contracted with Electro Purification to bridge the gap in its water supply, but 
the city has been criticized by neighboring well owners in Hays County for that decision. The Houston-
based water supplier must also prove the wells can sustain the amount of pumping it is proposing.

The long-term plan

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

Future Kyle-Buda 
pipeline

HCPUA pipeline

Carrizo-Wilcox 
Aquifer

Live Animal Trapping • Prevention • Dead Animal Removal
Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds

512.363.8070 • www.CritterRidderTexas.com

ANIMAL CONTROL 10% OFF NOT TO EXCEED $150

We also specialize in Attic Cleanup, Disinfectant, Odor Removal, 
Repair & Replacement of Insulation

Central Texas’ Leading Removal & Exclusion Service

HUMANE & 

CHEMICAL FREE

SPRING IS 
HERE!

...AND SO ARE 
THE CRITTERS!
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Neighborhood Data provided by 
Marc Warshawsky

Realty Austin
Southwest Austin Market Manager

512-658-2128
www.realtyaustin.com

Call Rene at 512-393-1733 or email reneruiz@realtyaustin.com for your free market analysis to determine 
what your home is worth in this hot seller’s market.  For buyers, lets take advantage of the great rates and loan 

programs to lock in your housing expense for years to come and start enjoying the benefits of home ownership!

Specializing in residential real estate  
from San Marcos to Austin.

COVERING THE CORRIDOR

realtyaustin.com

Rene Ruiz 
512.393.1733
Broker Associate

HOMES NEEDED FOR SALE!
• Housing inventory levels continue to remain  
low creating great opportunities for sellers. 

• Low interest rates & more flexible loan programs 
bring more qualified buyers to the market.

• Cost of rent increasing…. causing more  
people to look at purchasing.

NOW’S THE TIME TO BUY!
• Low interest rates & more flexible loan programs 
enhance your buying power.

• Fixed rate loans allow for more consistent monthly 
housing (no more rate increases from landlords).

• Strong market the last couple of years continues to drive 
homes prices up with the outlook not showing any signs of 
slowing down.

SELLERS BUYERS

Market Data
On the market (February 2015)

Price 78610 78640 78666

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

Median price of homes sold   February 2014  vs.    February 2015

REAL ESTATE

A master-planned community on the outskirts 
of San Marcos near the Blanco River and 
Five-Mile Dam Park, Blanco Vista features a 
variety of housing types, such as courtyard 
homes and large single-family residences. 
Nearby shopping includes H-E-B Plus, Target, 
Lowe’s and The Home Depot. St. David’s 
South Austin Medical Center, Seton Medical 
Center Hays and Central Texas Medical Center 
are also located nearby. Texas State University 
and Austin Community College have nearby 
campuses.

Blanco Vista, San Marcos

606 Harwood Dr.  $258,000 
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath  2,345 sq. ft. 
Agent: Maria Rice   
Keller Williams Realty             512-694-6705 

226 Silo St.  $178,500 
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath  1,565 sq. ft. 
Agent: Sharon Peters   
Sharon Peters Broker             512-757-4249 

125 Old Settlers Dr.  $235,900 
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath  1,973 sq. ft. 
Agent: Arthur Fonseca   
Keller Williams Realty             512-461-2076 

3101 Jacob Ln.  $262,300 
4 Bedroom / 3 Bath  2,019 sq. ft. 
Agent: Earl Price   
Team Price Real Estate             512-213-0213 

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 3/10/15

Build-out year: Not built out

Builders include: Buffington Homes, Homes by 
Avi, Pacesetter Homes

Square footage: 1,565–3,261

Home values: $178,500–$404,069

HOA dues (estimated): $360 annually 

Amenities: Stocked fishing pond, hike and bike 
trails, community center with child and junior 
Olympic pools, and sport fields

Schools: Blanco Vista Elementary School, Laura B. 
Wallace Middle School, Lehman High School

Property taxes (in dollars):
City of San Marcos  0.5302 
Hays County  0.4252 
Special Road District  0.0438 
Austin Community College District  0.0942 
Hays CISD   1.5377 
Total (per $100 value) 2.6811

45
TOLL

21

35

78666

78640

78610

$245,990 812$120.70 111

Median 
home value

Homes under 
contract*

Homes on 
the market*

Average days 
on the market*

$5,609

Median annual 
property taxes

Median price 
per square foot

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Price Range 78610 78640 78666 78610 78640 78666

$149,999 or less 2 4 3 148 33 38

$150,000–$199,999 10 33 3 23 38 27

$200,000–$299,999 68 32 24 94 95 77

$300,000–$399,999 21 2 4 72 95 48

$400,000–$499,999 8 1 4 24 32 75

$500,000–$599,999 3 0 3 7 0 81

$600,000–$799,999 1 1 3 28 199 37

$800,000–$999,999 0 0 0 0 0 0

$1,000,000+ 3 1 3 208 355 128

130
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ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency

78610 Ashford Park 780 Winborne Way 3br/2ba $193,900 1,563 Aaron Farmer Texas Discount Realty

78610 Cimarron Park 12519 Eagle Nest Drive 3br/2ba $247,500 1,763 Bill McPheeters Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

78610 Cullen Country 226 Salle Ave. 3br/2ba $274,900 2,150 Nicole Cherry JB Goodwin, Realtors

78610 Elliott Ranch 1064 Elliott Ranch Road 4br/3ba $540,000 4,136 David Raesz Keller Williams Realty

78610 Elliott Ranch 226 Whitney Run 5br/4ba $499,962 4,589 Dean Erickson Keller Williams Realty

78610 Elliott Ranch 16191 Oak Grove Road 8br/7ba $1,374,997 8,945 Ricky Cain Keller Williams Realty

78610 Elliott Ranch 543 W. Overlook Mountain Road 5br/4ba $619,000 5,345 Carrie Lasseter Carrie L. Lasseter Real Estate

78610 Elliott Ranch 128 E. Overlook Mountain Road 4br/3ba $449,000 3,069 Amy McDonald Keller Williams Realty

78610 Elm Grove 880 Clear Springs Hollow 5br/3ba $342,900 3,728 Linda Baird Keller Williams Realty

78610 Meadows at Buda 606 Hot Springs Valley 4br/2ba $271,687 2,454 April Maki Sisu Realty & Associates

78610 Meadows at Buda 834 Hot Springs Valley 3br/2ba $241,228 1,930 April Maki Sisu Realty & Associates

78610 Ruby Ranch 506 Story Drive 3br/3ba $430,000 2,644 Amber McKamy Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

78610 Sunfield 247 Pond View Pass 3br/2ba $259,989 1,995 Joseph Vega Keller Williams Realty

78610 Whispering Hollow 561 Middle Creek 3br/2ba $319,000 2,891 Angie McFadden Keller Williams Realty

78640 Amberwood 165 Redwood Drive 4br/2ba $185,000 1,967 Tommy Haydon Keller Williams Realty

78640 Bunton Creek 1468 Twin Cove 3br/2ba $187,500 1,610 Sieglinde Carty Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

78640 Cottonwood Hollow 205 Destiny Drive 3br/2ba $399,000 3,365 Josefina Lopez Keller Williams Realty

78640 Four Seasons Farm 124 Invierno St. 3br/2ba $191,000 2,059 Noel Green Private Label Realty

78640 Green Pastures 515 Summit Drive 3br/2ba $129,000 1,590 Mark Taylor RE/MAX Capital City II

78640 Hometown Kyle 197 Alder Drive 4br/3ba $249,500 2,704 Gerry Vanover Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

78640 Hometown Kyle 971 Hometown Parkway 4br/2ba $229,000 3,222 Jane Coffman Private Label Realty

78640 John Pharass Survey 1110 S. Old Stagecoach Road 4br/3ba $799,900 3,601 Carol Whisenant e–Executive Realty

78640 Kensington Trails 173 Kemah 4br/2ba $235,410 2,513 Pamela Buske RE/MAX Capital City II

78640 Kensington Trails 139 Picadilly Drive 5br/2ba $210,000 2,452 Danielle Whitacre Private Label Realty

78640 Plum Creek 2049 Herzog 4br/2ba $269,900 2,148 Todd Bailey Realty Austin

78666 N/A 13510 N. Hwy. 123 3br/3ba $79,900 1,345 Mac Ennis TX Real Estate Brokers

78666 Oak Meadows 141 Oak Mesa 3br/2ba $99,000 1,456 Patricia Fernandez Hart Properties

78666 Oak Meadows 181 Oak Mesa 4br/2ba $115,000 1,848 Frederick Terry Hart Properties

78666 Thomas Oaks 1800 Pearce Court 3br/2ba $149,900 1,214 James Walker Keller Williams-Walker Texas Realtor Team

78666 El Camino Real 117 Teron Drive 4br/2ba $161,500 2,310 Celena Martinez Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates

78666 Sunset Acres 410 Candlelight Lane 4br/2ba $169,500 2,276 Gilbert Vasquez Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates

78666 Thomas Oaks 1849 Pearce Court 4br/2ba $172,000 1,450 Monica McNabb McNabb & Co. Real Estate Services 

78666 Weatherford Heights 135 Dolly St. 3br/2ba $174,900 1,520 David Mozingo TexCen Realty

78666 N/A 1816 Uhland Road 4br/2ba $225,000 2,520 Holly Morris Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates 

78666 Blanco Vista 125 Old Settlers Drive 3br/2ba $235,900 2,003 Arthur Fonseca Keller Williams Realty-Hays County 

78666 Blanco River Village 233 Newberry Trail 4br/3ba $237,000 2,211 Cathy James Keller Williams New Braunfels

78666 Tanglewood 17 Timbercrest St. 3br/2ba $239,000 2,108 Brenda Damron The Damron Group  

78666 Park Court at Willow Creek 422 Parkside Drive 3br/2ba $266,793 1,894 David Clinton D.R. Horton

78666 Park Court at Willow Creek 427 Parkside Drive 4br/2ba $269,777 1,754 David Clinton D.R. Horton

78666 Park Court at Willow Creek 419 Parkside Drive 3br/2ba $283,223 2,285 David Clinton D.R. Horton

165 Redwood Drive

1110 S. Old Stagecoach Road

125 Old Settlers Drive
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REAL ESTATE

Recent Property Listings

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 8/23/14 and 3/11/15 were provided by the Austin Board of Realtors and the San Marcos Area Board of Realtors. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and 
accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Q: Did you know that you can 
receive contributions from the 

sellers to help pay your 
closing costs?

A: Conventional Loans: 
you can receive up to 3% 

FHA: you can receive up to 6%

2700 Hunter Rd. • San Marcos, TX • 512-396-1121 • BlueSkyMTG.com

If you’re looking for answers to questions 
like these & more, Blue Sky can help!

Call us today!
512-396-1121
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print



At Seton, we understand that some emergencies are more like mini emergencies. Which is 

why we have SetonER.com. Now you can get in line online. Make an appointment online and 

you’ll be seen within 15 minutes of it. Welcome to Humancare. Remember, SetonER.com is for 

mini emergencies only. If you’re experiencing a major emergency, get to the ER ASAP or dial 9-1-1.
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