
SAN MARCOS | BUDA | KYLE EDITION Volume 4, Issue 10 | Feb. 19–March 18, 2015

Online-exclusive news
impactnews.com

Regularly updated coupons
impactdeals.com

Find us on Facebook
impactnews.com/sbk-facebook

Follow us on Twitter
@impactnews_sbk

Trinity Aquifer rounds out city’s future supply, 
but effect on western neighbors looms large

Buda locks down controversial water source

By JJ Velasquez
The ongoing endeavor to 

secure future water supplies is 
coming to a boil in Hays County.

A Houston-based water devel-
opment company wants to pump  
more than 5 million gallons of 
water per day from the Trinity 
Aquifer to supply its local cus-
tomers—the city of Buda, the 
Goforth Special Utility District 
and a proposed high-end sub-
division in Mountain City’s out-
skirts. Its contracts become effec-
tive once the company’s test wells 
prove the site can produce suffi-
cient groundwater. 

Electro Purification would 
not need permits to draw water 
from the aquifer and may, by 
law, extract as much water as 
desired because no agency reg-
ulates pumping from the pro-
duction site.

With an eye on future demand, 
Buda City Council on Jan. 20 
secured the water source that will 
help the city transition to a new 
permanent source. EP will pro-
vide one million gallons a day to 
the municipality’s growing popu-
lation. The council voted 6-1 

in favor of the contract. Angela 
Kennedy, a water engineer, voted 
against the measure.

Private well owners in west-
ern Hays County cities, such as 
Driftwood and Wimberley, who 
draw on the aquifer for basic 
water needs fear proposed pro-
duction will exceed levels the 
groundwater source can sus-
tain. A diminished water sup-
ply would have adverse effects 
on their property valuations in 
the short term and grave impli-
cations for residents in the rural 
area, Driftwood resident Eliza-
beth Craig said.

Craig said she believes several 
hundred, if not thousands, of pri-
vate well owners could be affected 
by the project.

“This is very frightening—that 
our water source could dry out 
because of some people’s greed, 
some people’s shortsightedness 
and some people’s disregard for 
their neighbor,” she said, add-
ing that she and her neighbors 
are boycotting the city of Buda. 
“I feel that strongly,” she said. 
“Buda will receive no more of my 
[sales] tax dollars.”

The city of Buda spent $80,000 
for an independent evaluation 
of the prospective water source. 
Drew Hardin, an engineer with 
Lockwood, Andrews & New-
nam Inc., said middle Trinity 
Aquifer water is generally of 
good quality, and the contract 
with EP would provide a very 
affordable water source.

“[Water supply] is just one 
of those things you don’t take a 
chance on,” Hardin said. “To be 
conservative and make sure the 
city has enough water, this is a pru-
dent piece of water to consider.”

White area
The well site is in a portion 

of the Trinity Aquifer that does 
not have a groundwater manage-
ment agency, such as a ground-
water conservation district or 
an aquifer authority, regulat-
ing water production from it. 
Areas such as these can be found 
throughout the state and are 
referred to as white areas.

The groundwater source is one 
of the few in the region not to 
fall under the purview of the Hill 
Country Priority Groundwater 
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By Brett Thorne
This spring the Texas Department of Transportation will 

begin a $20.73-million construction project on Aquarena 
Springs Drive in San Marcos that officials hope will improve 
mobility, safety and the aesthetics of the area. 

The Loop 82/Aquarena Springs overpass project will con-
struct an overpass above the train tracks that currently cross 
Aquarena Springs near Bobcat Stadium. Construction is 
expected to take about 2 1/2 years, TxDOT spokeswoman 
Kelli Reyna said. 

City officials said construction could begin as soon as April. 
The project is intended to improve mobility in the area, she 

said. According to city of San Marcos estimates, more than 30 

Construction coming 
to Aquarena Springs

See Aquarena | 19

Groundwater production site makes waves in Hays County
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This spring the Texas Department of Transportation will begin a project that will build an over-
pass above the Union Pacific Corp. railroad tracks on Aquarena Springs Drive in San Marcos. 

Electro Purification’s wells lie in a white area, an area of groundwater that is not regulated. The Edwards Aquifer 
Authority manages the resources of the Edwards Aquifer but not the Trinity Aquifer, from which EP plans to pump.
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Chances are we already  
know you and your kiddo.

No one knows you better. You trusted us to care for you 

during labor, delivery and your baby’s NICU stay. You can now trust 

us to care for your child. Have comfort in knowing that if you should 

need a hospital, we have a dedicated pediatric ER and access to 

experts in pediatric care available to you. She is the center of your 

world, and we promise she will be the center of ours. 

stdavids.com/kids

St. David’s Children’s Hospital is located at
St. David’s North Austin Medical Center (South Entrance)
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Long-term Acute Care is for 
those who require complex 
medical management and 

therapy, 24 hours, 7 days/wk 
with daily assessment by a 

physician. 

SPECIALTY HOSPITAL 
AT NEW BRAUNFELS

(830) 875-8400
200 Memorial Drive

Luling, TX 78648

(830) 627-7600
1445 Hanz Drive

New Braunfels, TX 78130

www.postacutemedical.com

SPECIALTY HOSPITAL 
AT LULING

Types of Patients Treated:
•  Respiratory Failure/Vent Weaning
•   Aftercare Following Surgery
•  Cardiac Related Disorders
•  Sepsis
•  Complex Wounds
•   Severe CVA
•  Complicated Orthopedics
•  Multi-System Failure
•  Post-Op Complication/Infection
•  Renal Failure
•  Malnutrition
•  IV Therapy

(512) 262-0821
5980 Kyle Parkway

Kyle, TX 78640
Specializing in Acute Inpatient and Outpatient 

Rehabilitation for the treatment of Strokes, 
Traumatic Brain Injury, Spinal Cord Injury,

General Debility, Orthopedic Injuries,
Parkinson’s Disease, Multiple Sclerosis,

and other diseases. Featuring Aquatic Therapy 
and Pediatric Outpatient Rehabilitation.
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Long-term Acute Care is for those who 
require complex medical management and 
therapy, 24 hours, 7 days a week with daily 

assessment by a physician.

Types of patients treated:
• Respiratory Failure/Vent Weaning

• Aftercare Following Surgery
• Cardiac Related Disorders
• Sepsis • Complex Wounds
• Complicated Orthopedics

• Multi-system failure
• Post-op Complication/Infection

• Renal Failure • Severe CVA
• Malnutrition • IV Therapy

Inpatient Rehabilitation - Kyle

Long-term Acute Care
New Braunfels & Luling

512-262-0821 • 5980 Kyle Pkwy. • Kyle, TX 78640

NOW OPEN

Great Prizes!Great Prizes!

DEADL INE FOR ENTRY

March 24, 2015

$100 to $25   
gift cards
Ride on a swift 
water rescue 
boat and more!

$100 to $25   
gift cards
Ride on a swift 
water rescue 
boat and more!

For guidelines, visit www.austin�oods.org
or call 512-974-3371.

STST

At the Bunker Vein and Imaging Center,  
we take preventative action to diagnose and treat  

the underlying cause, so that you feel comfortable in your skin!

WESTLAKE • 2712 BEE CAVES ROAD, SUITE 122 • AUSTIN

(512) 726-0599 • www.bunkerveins.com
REQUEST AN APPOINTMENT FOR A CONSULTATION!

DON’T LET THIS HAPPEN TO YOU!

Leading-edge care. Uncommon commitment. Beautiful results.Leading-edge care. Uncommon commitment. Beautiful results.

Most insurances accepted • Financing available • Open Saturdays • Se Habla Español

ROUND ROCK • 7200 WYOMING SPRINGS, STE. 1550
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Medpark 
Hearing Center

&
San Marcos Ear, Nose and Th roat

FREE 
HEARING 

SCREENING 
& IN-HOUSE 
REPAIRS ON 
ANY BRAND!

HEARING 
SCREENINGSCREENING 
& IN-HOUSE 
REPAIRS ON 
ANY BRAND!

512-353-8899
MedparkHearingCenter.com

2000 B&C Medical Parkway • San Marcos, TX 78666

Anthony Atencio, HIS
Hearing Instrument Specialist

Edward Tomaneng, MD
Ear, Nose & Th roat Specialist
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CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065
2014 XV Crosstrek  
2.0i Prem CVT

$179mo 1

$999 Due at signing
0.0% APR financing available  
WAC for 36 mos

2015 Forester 2.5i
CVT

$269 mo 2   

$999 Due at signing
0.0% APR financing available  
WAC for 24 mos

2015 XC60 T5
Drive-E FWD Premier

$399mo 4

39 MO. LEASE

2015 S60 T5
Drive-E FWD Premier

$299mo 4

36 MO. LEASE

1 - Subaru -With approved credit. Dealer contribution may affect  final negotiated price. 36 mo lease, $999 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 36 monthly pymts of $179,  final pymt / residual = $12,991. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $24,059. Stk# Z10610. Expires 2/28/2015  2 - Subaru -Subaru -With approved credit. Dealer contribution may affect final 
negotiated price. 42 mo lease,  firrst month payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly pymts of $279,  nal pymt/ residual = $13, 152. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,486. Stk# Z11118. Expires 2/28/15. 3 - Volvo -Volvo -$2,979 cash due at signing. No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $299, based on $38,600 MSRP of 2015.5 S60 
T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats and Metallic Paint, includes destination charge and application of $1,250 Volvo Allowance and $250 Lease Bonus.  Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile.  Take new retail delivery from dealer stock by February 28, 2015.  Car shown with optional equipment. Advertised lease payment and financing excludes 
taxes, title, and regis. fees and is available for qualified customers based on FICO score through Volvo Car Financial Services. Expires 2/28/2015.  4-Volvo - $3,579 cash due at signing. No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $399, based on $41,705 MSRP of 2015.5 XC60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats and Metallic Paint, includes destination charge and application of $750 Volvo 
Allowance. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile.  Take new retail delivery from dealer stock by February 28, 2015.  Car shown with optional equipment. Advertised lease payment and financing excludes taxes, title, and regis. fees and is available for qualified customers based on FICO score through Volvo Car Financial Services. Expires 2/28/2015.
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TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What should be the highest priority 
when considering water needs in 
Texas and Hays County?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/sbk-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition 
of Community Impact Newspaper.

Results from an unscientific Web survery collected 1/21/15–2/9/15.

READER COMMENTS
Rep. Isaac could file legislation to remedy water 
concerns in Hays County  
(Posted Feb. 6 on impactnews.com)

“The water source should be conservation and a realistic 
outlook that there isn’t water for uncontrolled growth.”

—Opinion

San Marcos starts work on Uber, Lyft regulations 
(Posted Jan. 21 on impactnews.com)

“Regulate Uber as you regulate taxicab businesses. That’s 
the way to regulate this multibillion-dollar monstrosity.”

—Jack

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

If you could do one thing to improve 
Hays County, what would it be?

  10% Other

  26%
Focus on maintaining one of the county’s greatest 
assets: the open, small-town feel of the cities

  14%
Create more and better job opportunities 
for people moving to this area

  22%
Build new roads and improve existing ones so 
that we do not end up with too much congestion

  28%
Secure more water resources for the future

Hays County’s efforts 
to quench its future water 
needs have been well-doc-
umented in Community 
Impact Newspaper. The 
complex issues that sur-
round water are never in 
short supply, it seems. 

Reporter JJ Velasquez’s 
front-page story details 
a Houston-based water 
development company’s 
plan to pump up to 5.35 

million gallons of water each day from an unregulated 
portion of the Trinity Aquifer in Hays County. The city of 
Buda has signed on to participate in the project, along with 
the Goforth Special Utility District and the developers of 
a new 2,200-home subdivision planned for an area on the 
outskirts of Mountain City, just outside Kyle. 

Many well owners in western Hays County have voiced 
opposition to the proposal, citing fears that excessive 
pumping of the aquifer could deplete the water supplies 
they depend on for drinking, washing and cooking. During 
a public meeting Feb. 5, one resident living near the area 
where the pumping is proposed to occur said he felt like “a 

canary in a mineshaft.” Others opposed to pumping have 
announced plans to boycott the city of Buda, taking their 
business—and sales tax—with them. 

The issue has become so heated that during a discussion 
of the issue at a Feb. 2 Commissioners Court meeting, Hays 
County Judge Bert Cobb had to remind those in attendance 
that “a threat against a sitting judge is a felony, and I will 
prosecute. … Don’t continue to threaten my life.”

On Feb. 5, Cobb sent letters to Gov. Greg Abbott, Lt. Gov. 
Dan Patrick and House Speaker Joe Straus notifying them 
of the issue. State Rep. Jason Isaac, R-Dripping Springs, said 
he hopes to file legislation that could put the unregulated 
area where the pumping would occur under the control of a 
conservation district. 

With legislation potentially coming to the House floor 
this session and test pumping of the wells planned to begin 
soon, it appears the issue is coming to a head. But with a 
growing population and much money to be made in the 
water supply business, it is unlikely this will be the last time 
water creates a stir in Hays County. 

FROM THE EDITOR

Brett Thorne
EDITOR

bthorne@impactnews.com
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Cinemark theaters building at Southpark 
Meadows. 512-213-8035. 
www.citychapelchurch.com.  
Twitter: @citychapelatx 

4  Laura Smith opened Custom Fitt 
Personal Training Studio, 203 Railroad 
St., Ste. 1-A, in Buda on Feb. 9. With 15 
years of experience as a personal trainer, 
Smith said she can train people for various 
aims, such as rehabilitation, weight loss or 
strengthening. Training is by appointment 
only. 512-295-0516. www.customfittpt.com

5  Brenda and Bill Damron opened 
Damron Group Realtors, 102 Wonder 
World Drive, Ste. 301, San Marcos, on Nov. 
15. The agency provides residential, land 
and commercial real estate service and 
represents both buyers and sellers. With a 
heavy emphasis on San Marcos, the agency 
focuses on serving communities south of 
Austin along the I-35 corridor from Buda 
to New Braunfels. 512-392-7653.  
www.thedamrongroup.com

6  Great Clips, 405 N. Guadalupe St., San 
Marcos, opened Feb. 4. The shop provides 
haircuts for men, women and children. All 
haircuts through the end of February are 
$5.99. When that promotion ends, regular 
haircuts will be $13 and $10 for students. 
Customers can book appointments 
through an online check-in system.  
512-396-4247. www.greatclips.com

7  Jimmy’s Tire Shop, 413 Riverside 
Drive, San Marcos, opened in January. 
The shop provides a variety of services 
related to tires, including rotations and 
fixes for flats. The shop also sells new and 
used tires. 737-703-2949

8  Erin Merker opened OM Massage 
and Spa, 15300 S. I-35, Ste. 340, Buda, on 
Dec. 5. The business specializes in deep-
tissue massage as well as spa services, 
facials, microdermabrasion, chemical 
peels and waxing. Varying memberships 
can be purchased for $59 or $74 a month. 
Only organic or natural products are 
used. 512-295-4000.  
www.ommassageandspa.com

Now Open

1  Mattress Firm, 151 Evans Drive, 
Ste. 101, Kyle, opened Jan. 20. The 
4,084-square-foot store staffs three 
people and provides mattresses from 
brands such as Tempur-Pedic, Sealy, 
Simmons, Serta and Hampton & Rhodes. 
www.mattressfirm.com.  
Twitter: @mattressfirm

2  Angela Pircher opened My Li’l 
Sprouts Kids Consignment Boutique, 147 
Elmhurst Drive, Ste. 600, Kyle, on Jan. 16. 
The business provides gently used clothing 
for children ranging from newborns to 
teenagers. Toys, children’s furniture, books 
and maternity and nursing items are also 
accepted for consignment. Consignors 
are paid monthly and can earn 40 percent 
of their sales in cash or 50 percent 

in store credit. Consigned goods are 
evaluated for quality. 512-262-7863.  
www.mylilsproutskidsconsignment.com

3  City Chapel at Slaughter Creek, 
9900 S. I-35, Austin, opened Jan. 25. 
The non-denominational Christian 
church led by pastors Harry and Rowena 
Fleming provides separate services for 
children and adults at 10 a.m. in the 
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9  Ken Sanders opened Sanders BBQ, 
310 N. Guadalupe St., San Marcos, in 
mid-January. Sanders serves home-style 
comfort food, including dishes such as 
ribs, macaroni and cheese, collard greens 
and corn bread. 512-351-0363

10  Paulette Normandy opened Spinners 
Pizza & Bakery, 206 W. San Antonio St., 
San Marcos, on Jan. 1. In addition to pizza, 
the restaurant sells sandwiches, burgers, 
salads, appetizers and baked items. The 
building formerly housed Nopalitos 
restaurant, Normandy said. 512-392-5696

11  SportClips, 301 N. Guadalupe St., San 
Marcos, opened Feb. 6. The shop is geared 
toward providing haircuts for men and 
boys, but stylists can also provide cuts for 
women. The shop’s amenities include five 
televisions and massage chairs.  
512-667-6653. www.sportclips.com/tx320

12  Torchy’s Tacos, 301 N. Guadalupe 
St., San Marcos, opened Feb. 17. The 
4,000-square-foot restaurant’s Mexican-
inspired offerings include the Green Chile 
Pork Taco, Fried Avocado Taco and the 
Trailer Park Taco. Daily drink specials are 
featured at the bar. www.torchystacos.com. 
Twitter: @torchystacos

13  TVC Integra Independent Insurance 
Services, 102 Suttles Ave., San Marcos, 
includes agents Vernon Cooper and 
Clay Koenig who provide auto, home, 
commercial, health and Medicare 
insurance coverage. The business held a 
ribbon-cutting Feb. 12. The office is open 
Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.–5 p.m. 512-392-3055. 
www.tvcintegra.com

Coming Soon

14  H&M will open at the Tanger Outlets, 
4015 I-35 Frontage Road, San Marcos, in 
the fall, a company spokesman said. The 
store sells clothing and accessories for men, 
women and children. The 24,000-square-
foot store will feature a store-within-a-
store model with sections for accessories, 
lingerie, sportswear and more, according 
to a news release. www.hm.com

15  Five Guys Burgers and Fries, 151 
Evans Drive, Ste. 113, Kyle, will open 
the week of Feb. 23. The national burger 
chain is known for using high-quality 
ingredients, such as 100 percent peanut 
oil, fresh meat patties and hand-cut 
potatoes, District Manager Joe Durand 
said. The approximately 2,700-square-foot 
restaurant will be the first in the state to 
serve milkshakes, Durand said.  
512-268-0200. www.fiveguys.com.  
Twitter: @five_guys

Relocations

16  Must B Nutty is moving its kitchen 
to 130 Kirkham Circle, Kyle, in the 
coming weeks. The business, which 
makes gluten-free, grain-free tortillas, 
will not be selling products from that 
location, but products are available at 
locations such as Wheatsville Co-op, 
People’s RX, Whole Foods Market and 
through the company’s website.  
www.mustbnutty.com

School Notes

Hays CISD announced it was awarded 
the Texas Comptroller of Public 
Accounts Platinum Leadership Circle 
Award for financial transparency Feb. 
5. It is the second consecutive year the 
district has earned the honor. Among 
the criteria used to select the winners are 
making records available to the public, 
sharing information in a user-friendly 
format and offering understandable 
reports on spending. Platinum is the 
highest standard for the award.  
www.hayscisd.net

New Ownership

17  Lyndee Martinez and Anabel Arreola 
now own White Stone Day Spa, 3310-
B FM 967, Ste. A-103, Buda. Martinez 
and Arreola took over ownership of the 
business on Nov. 1. The spa, which was 
recently remodeled, provides massage 
therapy, haircuts, hair styling and 
coloring. 512-523-8540.  
www.whitestonedayspa.com

Anniversaries

18  Husband-and-wife owners Jenn 
and Nathan Cross will celebrate the 
first anniversary of Cross Plants and 
Produce, 705 Old Hwy. 81, Kyle, on 
March 8. Among the services the plant 
nursery offers are classes on composting, 
healthy eating and gardening. The store’s 
produce includes milk delivered from 
area farms, farm-fresh eggs, grass-fed 
meat and local honey. 512-262-7513.  
www.crossplantsandproduce.com

19  Green Guy Recycling, 937 Hwy. 80, 
San Marcos, celebrated its 20th anniversary 
in December. The business provides 
recycling services and has  buyback and 
resale areas at which customers can browse 
for used items. 512-667-7782.  
www.greenguyrecycling.com

In the News

Ann Marie Miller, executive director 
of the Buda Economic Development 
Corp., was named in January among 
the top economic development young 
professionals in the nation. Miller received 
the honor of being one of the top 40 
Under 40 in the industry. The selections 
were made by a five-member committee 
after reviewing the contributions of a 
pool of more than 150 candidates in the 
profession. New York–headquartered 
marketing organization Development 
Counselors International managed the 
awards program. 512-295-2022.  
www.budaedc.com

20  The Hays County Food Bank, 220 
Herndon Street, San Marcos, hired Denise 
Blok as its new executive director. Blok 
began her new position Jan. 20. Previously, 
Blok served as the chief operating officer 
of the American Red Cross Central Texas 
Region, which serves 48 counties. The 
Hays County Food Bank serves more 
than 18,000 Hays County residents 
annually. Food is made available to Hays 
County residents through six weekly food 
distributions throughout the county.  
512-392-8300. www.haysfoodbank.org

Selling new and used tires, Jimmy’s Tire Shop 
opened in San Marcos in January.

Compiled by Brett Thorne and JJ Velasquez
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Erin Merker (third from right) opened OM Massage 
and Spa in Buda near H-E-B on Dec. 5.

8

In early January, Paulette Normandy launched 
Spinners Pizza & Bakery in San Marcos.

10

In March, Jenn and Nathan Cross mark the first 
anniversary of Cross Plants and Produce in Kyle.

News or questions about San Marcos, Buda or Kyle? 
Email sbknews@impactnews.com.

18

Call now for a free in-home estimate:  

512-831-3651
Visit our project gallery at GoFramelessAustin.com

FULLY INSURED | 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Go frameless!Go frameless!
Transform your outdated shower today!

All coupons in this ad can be combined!

*With new shower enclosure purchase. Mention code CI-0215 for discounts when calling.

$75 OFF 
Single Frameless 

Shower Door

$150 OFF
Multi-panel Frameless 

Shower Enclosure

FREE
Diamon-Fusion  

Glass Protectant*

100% LIFETIME WARRANTY

We’ll beat ANY competitive quote  
for frameless shower enclosures

Premium quality custom  
shower doors & tub enclosures 

Large variety of glass & hardware options
Family owned & operated
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SERVICE  877.290.1740
PARTS  877.229.3652

2990 I-35 SOUTH
SAN MARCOS, TX  78666

McCarty Ln.
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r.
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San Marcos Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram Service Department

SanMarcosDodge.com

We treat you like family! 

ASK YOUR SERVICE ADVISOR FOR DETAILS! W E  D O  D I E S E L S !

We service all makes & models!

SERVICE 

DEPT. NOW 

OFFERING 90 DAYS  
SAME AS CASH 

- OR - UP TO 
36 MONTHS 
FINANCING

$159.99 
Transmission Flush 

 *EXCLUDES CVTS. OFFER EXPIRES 3-18-15.

10% OFF 
Any repair up to $100 

 *OFFER EXPIRES 3-18-15.

LADIES SPECIAL
LET BUFORD DETAIL  

YOUR CAR OR TRUCK! 
100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE 

 *OFFER EXPIRES 3-18-15.

FREE STARBUCKS 
GIFT CARD WITH OIL 
CHANGE & ROTATION 
 *EXCLUDES NEW OR USED PURCHASE OIL 

CHANGE PACKAGES. OFFER EXPIRES 3-18-15.

TERRY & BUFORD

FULL DETAIL: Car $189.99  
Truck or SUV $209.99

Main St.
45
TOLL

12

12

21

967

150

150

123

35

1327

2439

1626

2770

Old Stagecoach Rd.

Aquarena 
Springs Dr.

Hunter Rd.

Old RR 12

Post Rd.

Center St.

Jack C. 
Hays Trail

Posey Rd.

Wonder World Dr.

Bunton Creek Rd.

Goforth Rd.

Project description Estimated timeline

A new two-lane roadway will extend Robert S. Light Boulevard, also known as the Buda 
Truck Bypass, from FM 967 to FM 1626. County officials hope this will help alleviate 
industrial traffic passing through downtown Buda. 

Fall 2016– 
early 2018

A $3.34 million project will extend Marketplace Avenue in Kyle from its current end at 
City Lights Drive to Burleson Street near I-35. Preliminary engineering has begun on the 
the project, which will consist of three vehicle lanes. Project details will be presented to 
City Council in the spring and are tentative until approved. 

October 2015–
October 2016

Hays County is in the early stages of creating a plan to address the portion of FM 150 from 
Arroyo Ranch Road to Dripping Springs. The county is gathering feedback on what residents 
would like to see from a future east-west corridor on the road.

Fall 2014–2015

FM 967 in Buda is undergoing work to add two 11-foot-wide travel lanes and an 11-foot-
wide center turn lanes, 5-foot-wide shoulders and a 5-foot-wide sidewalks. The widening 
includes the portion of the road from Cole Springs Road to FM 1626. 

September 2015–
July 2016

A $4-million project will reconstruct Bunton Creek Road in Kyle to include three travel 
lanes. Funding for this project comes from the $36 million road bond approved by voters 
in 2013. Project details will be presented to City Council in the spring and are tentative 
until approved. 

September 2015–
July 2016

Highway improvements

Road reconstruction

Other transportation projects

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at sbknews@impactnews.com. Compiled by Brett Thorne

San Marcos

Kyle

Buda

2     Yarrington Road bridge
This project will reconstruct the part of 
Yarrington Road that crosses over I-35. The 
new bridge will have capacity for six vehicle 
lanes as well as northbound and southbound 
I-35 turnarounds and sidewalks. Retaining 
walls are being installed, and utilities were 
being relocated in late January. 

Timeline: June 2014–mid-2016
Cost: $12.29 million
Funding sources: Hays County, TxDOT

3    Aquarena Springs Drive
The Aquarena Springs Drive overpass project 
will construct a bridge over the railroad tracks 
on Aquarena Springs Drive near Bobcat 
Stadium in San Marcos. The bridge will span 
from Mill Street to just east of Charles Austin 
Drive and will include two lanes in either 
direction as well as a median and 5-foot-wide 
shoulders.

Timeline: Summer 2015–late 2017
Cost: $20.73 million
Funding sources: TxDOT, city of San Marcos

Cole Springs Rd.

Yarrington Rd.

River Ridge Pkwy.

1     I-35
Hays County, the Texas Department of 
Transportation and the Federal Highway 
Administration have partnered to 
reconstruct the intersection of I-35 and 
Posey Road so the highway goes over the 
road. The project also includes reversals of 
some entrance and exit ramps near Posey 
Road. The costs of construction, right of 
way acquisition, environmental studies, 
utility work and design will be shared by 
Hays County and TxDOT.

Timeline: Early 2015–late 2016
Cost: $21 million
Funding sources: Hays County, TxDOT

4     Hunter Road expansion
Most of the work on the span of Hunter 
Road from Bishop Street to Wonder World 
Drive has been completed, but crews are 
continuing work on portions of the street. 
When completed the road will include 
one lane in each direction as well as a 
continuous left-turn lane. 

Timeline: March 2014–summer 2015
Cost: $6.9 million
Funding sources: TxDOT, city of San 
Marcos

2

5

4

6

1

3

5     Goforth Road improvements
This project will be the first of five Kyle 
roads to undergo construction using 
funds from the $36 million road bond 
approved by voters in 2013. The portion 
of the road from I-35 to Brent Boulevard 
will consist of three lanes. From Brent 
Boulevard to Bunton Creek Road the 
road will consist of four lanes. The 
tentative timeline calls for construction 
to begin in June.

Timeline: June 2015–March 2016
Cost: $9.04 million 
Funding sources: City of Kyle

6     FM 1626 North improvements
When completed the section of FM 1626 
from FM 967 in Buda to Brodie Lane in 
Austin will include five vehicle lanes. 
Current work includes adding guard 
fences, grading ditches and adding 
erosion-control measures in some areas. 
Project consultant Laura Harris estimated 
the project was more than 70 percent 
complete in late January. 

Timeline: 2014–early 2015
Cost: $17.7 million
Funding sources: Hays County, TxDOT
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development in Buda to use nonpotable 
water for outdoor irrigation, Sparks said. 
The city of Buda treats and cleans waste-
water at its wastewater treatment facil-
ity and pipes it back to the city for reuse. 
Stagecoach and City parks are on the same 
irrigation system, he said.

The development area has been zoned 
using a designation known as a planned 
unit development, or PUD, a method of 
fostering “more creative” development 
than the original code would have allowed, 
Sparks said.

Official: Buda mixed-use development 
should promote commercial growth
By JJ Velasquez

A Main Street development under con-
struction in Buda should prime the area for 
future retail and commercial growth, the 
city’s planning director said.

An apartment complex is expected to be 
the first project completed in the develop-
ment area at the intersection of Main Street 
and Cabela’s Drive. A permit application 
for a Fairfield Inn and Suites has also been 
submitted. The hotel and retail stores will 
surround the apartment building, Buda 
Planning Director Chance Sparks said.

“With [the apartment complex] com-
ing and an apartment complex right down 
the street, that is going to be more enticing 
for commercial developers,” Sparks said. 
“Seeing a lot of rooftops in close proxim-
ity makes it appealing for commercial and 
retail developers.”

The 302-unit apartment complex sits on 
nearly 16 acres and will be known as Car-
rington Oaks, said Kurt Goll, president of 
JCI Residential, the apartment’s developer.

Construction on the apartment com-
plex, which will have three floors, began 
in July. Goll said residents will be able to 
move in by April.

Floor plans range in square footage from 

625 to 1,275 and in bedrooms from one to 
three. Goll said pricing will be at market 
rate, meaning rent will be in line with 
similar apartment complexes in South Aus-
tin and Kyle. The only other multifamily 
residential property in Buda to offer apart-
ments at market rate is Silverado Crossing, 
which is down the street on Cabela’s Drive, 
he said. 

Each unit will include amenities, such as 
granite countertops, stainless steel appli-
ances and walk-in closets.

Sparks said the multifamily housing 
demand in Buda is parallel to the demand 
in the region. He said occupancy rates at 
apartment complexes in the region range 
from 90 to 95 percent.

“I don’t think Buda has any particularly 
higher demand than anywhere else in the 
region,” he said.

Goll said Buda is an attractive city in 
which to live, so it made sense to bring 
another multifamily option to town.

“We felt like we needed to bring more 
choice to Buda,” he said. “People flock to 
Buda for the schools, the small-town charm 
and just the living experience of being close 
to Austin but not in traffic.”

The area will be the first private 
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Construction crews have been working at the site of future apartment complex Carrington Oaks since July. 
Project developer Kurt Goll, with JCI Residential, said he expects the first tenants to begin leases in April.

Although a PUD is not the most common 
method of development, it was best-suited 
for the requests city staff received from the 
developers, he said.

Sparks said north Hays County in general 
was expected to be developed faster than 
it has been, but with stricter commercial 
lending after the recession tying developers’ 
hands, the pace of development slowed.

With the economy recovering, Sparks 
said it was only a matter of time before 
the city started to see development pick 
up again.
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San Marcos to 
consider relaxed 
water restrictions
Citizens Utility Advisory Board 
recommends eased rules for 
watering and car washing

By Brett Thorne
San Marcos residents may see loosened 

watering restrictions in the near future 
after a citizens advisory board’s January 
recommendation that the city ease rules 
related to at-home car washing, watering 
plants and filling swimming pools.  

The Citizens Utility Advisory Board, 
which is responsible for making recom-
mendations regarding the city’s utility 
services and rates, wrote a letter to City 
Council that was presented at a Jan. 12 
water conservation workshop. 

“Presently our city’s leadership has 
placed us in an enviable situation to have 
adequate supplies of water today and for 
decades to come,” the advisory board 
wrote in the letter. “This investment has 
been made by the water utility for the 
benefit of, but also at the expense of, cur-
rent ratepayers. On the basis of this con-
sideration and current supplies it is our 
belief that a moderate loosening of some 
of the current restrictions be allowed.”

The board recommended the city loosen 
some of its restrictions during the cur-
rent Stage 3 drought level. Those loosened 
restrictions include allowing at-home car 
washing once per week, allowing swim-
ming pools to be filled and allowing usage 
of outdoor water features, all of which are 
currently prohibited in Stage 3. 

The board also recommended the 
city implement a tiered rate system that 
penalized the city’s heaviest water users.

City Council will consider the recom-
mendations at a future meeting.  

According to a presentation from city 
officials, the city’s water supply should be 

NEWS

able to last through the next 50 years if 
anticipated supplies through the Hays-
Caldwell Public Utility Agency come 
online as scheduled.

Conservation
In response to the ongoing drought, 

the city of San Marcos has put an empha-
sis on conservation techniques. 

According to city staff, between 2003 
and 2013 water usage per capita—a mea-
sure of the water used per city resident 
for residential and commercial applica-
tions—decreased from 140 gallons per 
day to 117 gallons. 

The city offers rebates and incentives 
for utility customers who purchase high-
efficiency toilets and washing machines 
as well as rainwater collection systems. 

A $20 million project under design 
will expand the city’s ability to reuse 
nonpotable water for irrigation and cool-
ing power generators.  

“[The project will] extend our reclaimed 
water system both to the core city areas 
for park use as well as some use for Texas 

State University,” 
said Tom Taggart, 
executive director of public 
services. “That’s expected to save a 
lot of potable water that’s currently being 
used for [irrigation and cooling].”

A 2014 county proposal would have 
incentivized installation of rainwater col-
lection systems on residences throughout 
the county. The idea was met with favor 
by the commissioners court, but Precinct 
4 Commissioner Ray Whisenant said he 
later received many negative comments 
from constituents who did not feel it was 
the county’s place to use taxpayers’ money 
for such incentives. Under the proposal the 
county would have been able to issue up to 
$100,000 of loans annually for rainwater 
systems. Residents would have repaid the 
loans over a period of up to 10 years. 

That project has been put on hold 
because of the negative feedback. 

“There may still be an opportunity [to 
create an incentive program], but until 
we get back some better rainfall it’s not 
going to be very productive,” Whisenant 

said. “I had mixed reviews for 
it. ... But that doesn’t mean we 

won’t try again.”

Outlook
Dianne Wassenich, program director of 

the San Marcos River Foundation, said the 
city’s habitat conservation plan includes 
programs to shore up the city’s water 
supply, but because implementation of the 
plan began in the middle of a drought, 
those supplies have not been replenished.  

“Here we are in a drought, and we’re 
facing Stage 5 [drought conditions] this 
summer, so we’re all pretty worried,” 
Wassenich said. 

In 2014, San Marcos withdrew 93 per-
cent of its water from Canyon Lake and 
seven percent from the Edwards Aquifer. 

“That’s consistent with the city’s long-
term goal and the reason we entered the 
contracts and made the move toward 
surface water,” Taggart said. “Water 
we don’t withdraw for use helps benefit 
spring flow.”

Installation of high-
efficiency toilets
Rebates are offered for replacing high-volume 
toilets and low-flow toilets. For switching from 
a high-volume toilet to an EPA WaterSense 
high-efficiency toilet, residents can receive a 
$100 rebate. For switching from a low-flow 
toilet to an EPA WaterSense high-efficiency 
toilet, residents receive a $25 rebate. 

Installation 
of rainwater 
collection 
systems
The rebate amount for a 
nonpressurized system is 
$0.50 per gallon of storage 
capacity. For pressurized 
systems the rebate is 
$1 per gallon of storage 
capacity. For a residential 
user the maximum rebate  
is $5,000.

Irrigation 
systems
The city provides free 
inspections of commercial 
and residential irrigation 
systems. Inspections 
address timed sprinkler 
heads, water pressure and 
other parts of the system. 
For more information, call 
512-393-8310. 

Educational  
opportunities
Representatives 
from the city of San 
Marcos can provide 
water conservation 
education to schools, 
neighborhood groups 
and other organizations.  
To schedule a presentation,  
call 512-393-8310. 

Installation of high-efficiency 
washing machines
According to the city, switching to a high-
efficiency washing machine can save a home 
about 6,000 gallons of water annually. Rebates 
are offered for washing machines that have 
been approved by the Consortium for Energy 
Efficiency. Rebates range from $50–$100. 

This list is not comprehensive. For more information  
on all of the city of San Marcos’ rebate programs,  
visit www.ci.san-marcos.tx.us/water. 
Source: City of San Marcos

RVLandTX.com
23401 I-35 (Exit 210) • Kyle, TX 78640
512-234-MYRV (6978) • 888-435-0789

*Payment based 
off of $2,000 down 
at 5.99% for 144 
months W.A.C. 
Stock No. 10668. 
**Plus TT&L. 
Stock No. 04578. 
***Payment based 
off of $5,175 down 
at 5.99% for 240 
months W.A.C. 
Stock #90955

$16,883**

2015 SHASTA  
OASIS 25RS

$359.21
MO*** 

2015 HEARTLAND ELKRIDGE 38RSRT 
• Sleeps 8-10
• 5 Slide-outs 

• 2 Full Bathrooms 
• Outside Kitchen

• 1 Slide-out
• Sleeps 8

• Electric awning

$158.89
MO* 

2015 SHASTA  
AIRFLYTE 
RE-ISSUE
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CITY & COUNTY
News from Kyle and Hays County Compiled by Brett Thorne and JJ Velasquez

Kyle councilwoman declines re-election bid Hays County supports desalination study grant
KYLE The Kyle City Council races 
for the May 9 election are beginning 
to take shape, and one incumbent has 
announced she will not seek re-election.

Samantha Bellows-LeMense, the 
council’s District 5 representative, said 
Feb. 3 she will not seek re-election when 
her term expires this year in order to 
focus on her job.

“I fully believe whenever someone 
runs for office they have to put 110 
percent in it,” Bellows-LeMense said 
Feb. 3 after a City Council meeting. 
“It wasn’t necessarily that I wouldn’t 
be able to give 110 percent, but I 
didn’t think I would be able to give 
110 percent all the time.”

As a safety manager in the road con-
struction field, she trains workers and 
monitors job sites to ensure compliance, 
she said.

Elected in 2012, 
Bellows-LeMense will 
have served one full 
term in May.

The District 6 seat 
on the council is also 
up for re-election. 
Tammy Swaton, who 
has served on the 
council since May, ran unopposed for 
her seat. Her predecessor, Ray Bry-
ant, stepped down from his post with 
one year left in his term because of an 
increasing workload at his job.

Swaton is running against resident 
Dexter Ellison.

Swaton and Ellison were the only 
people who filed applications for candi-
dacy as of Feb. 5, City Secretary Amelia 
Sanchez said in an email. The deadline 
to file is Feb. 27 at 5 p.m.

HAYS COUNTY The Hays County com-
missioners have thrown their support behind 
a grant application that if approved would 
allow a Central Texas group to study the 
feasibility of building a desalination plant 
to supply water to parts of Hays and Tra-
vis counties. Commissioners unanimously 
approved the resolution of support at their 
Feb. 3 meeting. 

The Barton Springs Edwards Aquifer Con-
servation District is trying to secure the grant 
from the Texas Water Development Board.

As a participant in the project, Hays County 
will not have to provide funding but will 
send staff members to meetings regarding the 
desalination plant and provide direction as 
necessary, said Brian Smith, a hydrogeologist 
with the district.

Smith said much of the potable Edwards 
Aquifer water in the western portions of the 
two counties is separated from nonpotable, 

heavily salinated water in the  eastern areas.
“The engineering challenges are taken care 

of,” Smith said. “You can do this. It’s done 
all over the world, but at what cost? You treat 
the water, and then you have to dispose of 
that [saline] concentrate somehow—which is 
expensive. Then you come up with the price 
of water and whether it’s doable or not.”

Smith said the grant would cover $275,000 
of the project’s $560,000 total cost. The district 
would cover the remainder.

Smith said if the district receives the grant 
it will build a well near the Hays and Travis 
county lines to test the water in that area.

Hays County Judge Bert Cobb said he hoped 
to follow the project as it is developed. 

“I need to learn more about desal,” Cobb 
said. “What I’ve learned has not been very 
heartening. It’s very energy-inefficient, and 
what do you do with the tailings you take 
out? What do you do with the ‘sal?’”

Buda City Council
Meets at 6:30 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month
Live webcasts of meetings:  
www.ci.buda.tx.us/index.aspx?NID=390
121 Main St. • 512-312-0084
www.ci.buda.tx.us

Kyle City Council
Meets at 7 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month 
Live webcasts of meetings:
www.ustream.tv/channel/kyle-city-council
100 W. Center St. • 512-262-1010
www.cityofkyle.com

San Marcos City Council
Meets at 6 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month
Live webcasts of meetings:  
www.sanmarcostx.gov/videos 
630 E. Hopkins St. • 512-393-8000
www.sanmarcostx.gov/

Hays County  
Commissioners Court
Meets at 9 a.m. each Tuesday
Live webcasts of meetings: 
www.co.hays.tx.us/commcourtlive
111 E. San Antonio St., San Marcos
512-393-2205 • www.co.hays.tx.us

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_sbk

Tweetings

Meetings For the full version of any of these articles, 
visit us online at impactnews.com/sbk.

Samantha 
Bellows-LeMense

CHANCE LOVE
Agent | chance@theandersgroup.com

TEXAS HILL COUNTRY RANCH, 
RIVER AND RECREATIONAL PROPERTY

SPECIALIST IN 
HUNTING PROPERTIES

512-657-9207  | www.theandersgroup.com

HUNTING PROPERTIES
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20 Blue Water Highway Band 
album release and concert

Americana band Blue Water Highway  
Band releases its first full-length album and 
performs in concert. The show is sponsored 
by Kyle music school Curious Chords Music 
Studio. 7 p.m. $6 (students and children), 
$12 (adults). Hays Performing Arts Center, 
979 Kohler’s Crossing, Kyle. 512-268-0166. 
www.bluewaterhighwayband.com

February

19 through 22 
‘A Streetcar Named Desire’

Texas State University hosts a production of 
Tennessee Williams’ Pulitzer Prize–winning 
play about a family in New Orleans in the 
’40s. 7:30 p.m. (Feb. 19–21), 2 p.m. (Feb. 22). 
$5 (theater majors), $10 (students), $17–20 
(adults). A processing fee is including in the 
cost. Patti Strickel Harrison Theater at the 
Performing Arts Center, 405 Moon St., San 
Marcos. 512-245-6500

CALENDAR
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Hunger Strike
Officials from Hays County, 
Kyle, Buda, San Marcos and 

various local organizations participate 
in the event, which benefits the Hays 
County Food Bank. The bowling 
tournament is intended to raise 
awareness as well as educates people 
about how they can help the nearly 
25,000 Hays County residents who 
are considered hungry, meaning they 
have limited access to adequate food. 
The event also includes raffles, a silent 
auction, food, prizes and more. 2 p.m. 
$100 (individual players), $500 (team of 
five). Sunset Bowling Lanes, 1304 N. 
Hwy. 123, San Marcos. 512-392-8300. 
www.haysfoodbank.org
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Featured EVENT 21 through 22 
U.S. Quidditch Southwest 

Regional Championship
A sport originally intended for wizards 
comes to San Marcos as 23 teams 
compete for the U.S. Quidditch Southwest 
Regional Championship. Quidditch, which 
was originally created as part of the “Harry 
Potter” book series, involves teams of 
seven players facing off to see who can 
throw balls through the other team’s 
hoops. Teams from Texas State University, 
the University of Texas and more are 
expected to compete. 9 a.m.–6 p.m. Free. 
Texas State University, 601 University 
Drive, San Marcos. 832-475-2863.  
www.usquidditch.org

Ongoing 
Unicycle Football, recurring  
on Sundays
Teams from throughout Central Texas gather 
to compete in a football game on one wheel. 
Game play is similar to American football, 
but athletes ride unicycles while on offense 
and defense. 1 p.m. nd 3 p.m. Free. Gold 
Crown Billiards, 205 W. San Antonio St.,  
San Marcos. 972-979-2989

Ongoing
The Face of Texas, through May 12
The exhibit features 48 portraits of 
Texans as well as stories written about 
each photograph. Photographer Michael 
O’Brien is noted for his portraits and 
has photographed celebrities, including 
Tom Waits, Destiny’s Child and Lady Bird 
Johnson. Writer Elizabeth O’Brien created 
narratives about each portrait’s subject. 
“The Face of Texas” book is available for 
purchase at the Wittliff Collections. Free. 
Alkek Library, 601 University Drive, San 
Marcos. 512-245-2313.  
www.thewittliffcollections.txstate.edu

March

01 Moe’s Better Half Marathon
Central Texas’ oldest half marathon 

returns for its 31st edition. The marathon 
takes runners on a course that includes 
rolling hills with some flat areas. Proceeds 
from the race benefit Kiwanis charities and 
scholarships. After the race Adam Johnson 
and the PayMes perform live music. All 
registrants receive a running shirt, and 
finishers receive a hat and ceramic mug. 
7 a.m. $50 (registration on or before Feb. 
21), $60 (registration after Feb. 21). Tanger 
Outlets, 4015 I-35 Frontage Road, San 
Marcos. www.sanmarcosrunners.org/mbhm
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• Laser Resurfacing 
• Photofacials • Spa Facials

• Waxing & Tinting

$20.00 OFF 
ANY SPA SERVICE 

 - OR -
$50.00 OFF 

ANY LASER TREATMENT
Must present this ad to receive offer. Individual not required  
to be a patient. Discount varies according to treatment area.  

One offer per person, cannot be combined. Exp. 3-18-15.

OBSTETRICS | GYNECOLOGY | SPA SERVICES

 Melanie Ortiz, Esthetician

HaysWomensHealth.com
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Cheatham Street Warehouse
119 Cheatham St., San Marcos
512-353-3777
www.cheathamstreet.com
Twitter: @cheathamstreet
February
 20  Jason Eady, Courtney Patton
 24  Ryan Ross
 27  Sam Riggs
 28  Devil’s Hollow, Doctor G  
  and the Mudcats
March
 04  The Art of Engineering a Record, 
  featuring Russell Tanner
 07  Carolyn Wonderland

Riley’s Tavern
8894 FM 1102, Hunter
512-392-3132
www.rileystavern.com
Twitter: @rileystavern
February
 20  Tejas Brothers
 25  Scott Ford
 27  Roy Heinrich
March
 04  Tyler Cannon and Manzy Lowry
 07  Big John Mills
 13  The Beaumonts

Triple Crown
206 N. Edward Gary St., San Marcos
512-396-1050
www.triplecrownlive.com
Twitter: @triplecrownlive
February
 19  Hola Beach, Golden Graves,  
  James C., Von Stomper
 20  Chasca, Dead Love Club, Sp_aces
 21  Party Wizard, Superfoot,  
  We Deal in Lead
 27  The Beaumonts, El Pathos
 28  Those Nights, Ashleigh Stone,  
  Ian Lee & the Open Hearts
March
 06  Mark Jungers & the Whistling Mules

Those Nights performs at  
Triple Crown on Feb. 28.

Sponsored by

Find more or submit San Marcos, 
Buda or Kyle events at  
impactnews.com/sbk-calendar.

To have San Marcos, Buda or Kyle 
events considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

Online calendar
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Featured 
              LIVE MUSIC

04 TXST Mass Comm Career Fair
More than 50 employers in the 

journalism and mass communication 
industries gather to provide information to 
Texas State University students. Journalism 
and mass communication majors are 
encouraged to attend the event to learn more 
about careers in social media, television, 
advertising and other areas. 1–4 p.m. Free. 
LBJ Student Center Ballroom, 601 University 
Drive, San Marcos. 512-245-2645
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09 through 22 
South by Southwest 

Music and Media Conference
The conference brings together fans 
and professionals in the fields of music, 
film, social media, education, sports 
and more. SXSWEdu, which focuses 
on education, runs March 9–12 and 
includes sessions focused on the 
origins of teaching skill, the effect 
a learning center’s architecture can 
have on students and more. SXSW 
Interactive runs March 13–17 and 
focuses on social media and science. 
This year’s Interactive sessions include 
a discussion led by Astro Teller, 
an entrepreneur and scientist with 
experience in the field of intelligent 
technology. SXSW Music runs March 
17–22. Confirmed performers this 
year include artists from throughout 
the world, including the hip-hop duo 
Run the Jewels and Japanese pop trio 
Perfume. SXSW Film runs from March 
13–21 and includes world premieres 
of many films.  Times vary. Badge and 
ticket information available at  
www.sxsw.com. Downtown Austin.  
512-467-7979. www.sxsw.com

07 SMART Orchestra  
Spring Pops Concert

The San Marcos Artist Retention and 
Training Orchestra performs its first 
concert of the spring. The nonprofit 
orchestra, which brings together players of 
all ages and skill levels, performs popular 
classical music used in movies and TV 
shows, conductor Christopher Hanson 
said. 2 p.m. Free. San Marcos High School 
Performing Arts Center, 2601 E. McCarty 
Lane, San Marcos. 832-866-8355.  
www.smartorchestra.org
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I n 2011 veterinarian Dr. Kara Moore 
said she packed her bags and moved 
with her Boston terrier, Bruce Lee, 

from Washington, D.C., to Austin.
Three years later she became the medical 

director of Firehouse Animal Health Cen-
ter in one of Austin’s growing suburbs.

Dr. John Faught, a veterinarian and 
medical director of Austin’s Firehouse 
Animal Health Center, opened the Kyle 
location in mid-October.

Moore’s appreciation for her new com-
munity is quickly growing, she said.

“Being able to be part of a community 
that was growing and developing and 
finding its identity with that growth was 
an exciting prospect to me,” Moore said. 
“That was probably in the back of my 
head. But I will say coming here and actu-
ally being part of the Kyle community has 
been no less refreshing. I can tell you that 
I absolutely love my clientele up here.”

Firehouse is the first hospital at which 

Firehouse Animal  
Health Center

Everett St.

Kohler’s Crossing

1626

4100 Everett St., Ste. 100, Kyle
512-410-0616
www.firehousekyle.com,
www.facebook.com/firehousekyle
Twitter: @firehousekyle
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 7:30 a.m.–6 p.m.,
Sat. 8 a.m.–noon

1  Veterinarian Dr. Kara Moore (left) and 
Hospital Manager Kelly Erb opened Kyle’s 
Firehouse Animal Health Center in October.

2  Accommodations for pets, owners and 
children alike are available in the FAHC lobby, 
which includes kibble, juice and wine. 

3  Moore said she adopted her Boston 
terrier, Bruce Lee, while working at an animal 
emergency room in Washington, D.C.P
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By JJ Velasquez she has been the medical director. Moore 
said she has worked for two other animal 
hospitals in the past.

FAHC provides full-service veterinary 
care. The business offers medical and sur-
gical services for dogs and cats, including 
health examinations, diagnostic testing, 
dental care and vaccinations.

X-ray images are produced on-site 
through a digital system. Once the X-rays 
are taken, the image appears on a com-
puter screen in the examination room. 
Moore can then email the image to a 
board-certified radiologist for review if 
necessary. She said that process usually 
takes about an hour.

Firehouse Animal Health Center also 
provides anesthesia for patients during 
procedures, Moore said.

Patient rooms of varying sizes allow the 
hospital to accommodate different breeds, 
she said.

Pets with contagious diseases such as 
parvovirus, are seen in an isolation unit, 
she said.

BUSINESS

512-593-1764
4221 Benner Rd., Suite 200
Kyle, TX 78640

info@KohlersCrossingDental.com

Paulette Sanford, DDS

Featuring 
the latest 

laser 
technology!

KohlersCrossingDental.com

Kohler’s Crossing

In front of 
Plum Creek  
Golf Course

1626

OPENING  

MARCH 2015

Firehouse Animal Health Center
Veterinary hospital expands to underserved Kyle

Moore said the FAHC mission is to 
offer “compassionate, quality care in a 
team environment.” The company also 
emphasizes transparency, both in pricing 
and in its medical philosophy, she said. 
Moore often gives tours to pet owners 
who are curious about the facility.

“We literally have an open-door policy,” 
she said. “People are able to come back 
and see what the facility looks like.”

Growth in Kyle has sparked more health 
care access in the city for people, but 
FAHC is just the second animal hospital in 
Kyle. There is also a hospital in Buda.

Moore said the other animal hospitals 
in Kyle and Buda have been very sup-
portive, in part because the area remains 
underserved. She said they have referred 
patients to FAHC when they have been 
too busy.

“It’s been a very refreshing business 
environment because of that,” she said. 
“As far as veterinary services, there was 
definitely room to have an additional hos-
pital and maybe more so in the future.”

By the numbers

Source: Firehouse Animal Health Center

1 2 3

Clients receive 

a credit of $5 
for every 

$250 spent 
during a visit

4  
exam  
rooms

5  
staff  

members

10–25 patients  
are seen on a daily basis
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C ustomers will have to excuse 
Sweet Cakes 4 U owner Dolores 
Diaz if she refuses to rush the 

two-day process she has developed for 
baking cakes.  

Diaz arrives at her downtown Buda 
bakery to begin working at about 6 a.m. 
each morning, she said. The next day, after 
the cake has been baked and completely 
cooled, she assembles the layers, frosts 
them with ganache, vanilla bean butter-
cream or whichever ingredient the recipe 
calls for. After being frosted, the cakes 
stand for one day and are ready to go on 
display for sale. 

Diaz said she still gets requests for a cake 
with only a few hours’ notice. She said she 
is hesitant to cut corners.  

“That’s not the quality I want,” she said. 
“Just so I can make some money? No, I’m 
not going to do that.”

The focus on quality appears to be work-
ing for the business. As of press time Feb. 
13, the bakery had 66 reviews on Facebook, 
with an average review of 4.9 out of 5 stars. 

Diaz sells a variety of baked goods at her 
shop, but her focus is on cakes by the slice. 
Her most popular item is carrot cake, fol-
lowed closely by chocolate cake and straw-
berry cake, she said. Among her other 

made-from-scratch creations are cookies, 
lemon bars, cupcakes and cake balls. 

Diaz said her love of baking was born 
nine years ago when she took a cake-
decorating class as a diversion from her 
job with the Texas Worker’s Compensation 
Commission. After the class she brought 
one of her cakes to the office, and the reac-
tion was encouraging enough that Diaz 
decided she could open her own bakery 
one day. 

“People were impressed by the way the 
cake tasted,” Diaz said. “Not really by what 
it looked like, but how it tasted.”

The bakery recently introduced three 
varieties of coffee cake, and although she 
does serve drip coffee, Diaz said customers 
should not expect to see lattes and cappuc-
cinos on the menu anytime soon. 

Although the popularity of Buda’s first 
downtown java shop, Summer Moon 
Coffee, could be seen as temptation to add 
more caffeine to her menu, Diaz said she is 
perfectly content focusing on baked goods 
and sending coffee fanatics a few blocks 
north to Summer Moon.  

“We like to keep it small still,” Diaz said. 
“Sometimes people want us to grow really 
big. The demand is there for everything, 
but we’re still trying to keep it small right 

Sweet Cakes 4 U
At Buda bakery quality comes first

Sweet Cakes 4 U

Main St.

228

2770

302 S. Main St., Ste. 101, Buda
512-312-4594
www.facebook.com/sweetcakes4ubuda
Hours: Tue.–Fri. 10 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
Sat. 10 a.m.–5 p.m.

Sweet Cakes 4 U owner Dolores Diaz (left) and employee Krystyna Todd run Buda’s first “cake-by-the-
slice” bakery. The shop sells a variety of cakes, cookies, cupcakes and other baked goods. 

Carrot cake – $3.95
Carrot cake is the shop’s most 
popular item, Owner Dolores Diaz 
said. The cake is baked with fresh 
carrots and walnuts and is frosted 
with cream cheese frosting. 

Coffee cake – $2.75
Diaz recently introduced coffee 
cake onto the menu. The 
bakery makes three varieties, 
including cinnamon pecan, 
raspberry and blueberry. 

Cupcakes – $2.50
The bakery’s cupcakes include 
chocolate raspberry ganache, 
vanilla buttercream and chocolate 
with vanilla buttercream.
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By Brett Thorne

DINING

Crowd pleasers: Sweet Cakes 4 U’s most popular items

now and not grow too fast because we 
don’t want to suffer any loss of quality.”

Sweet Cakes 4 U is located in the Buda 
Mill & Grain development near the south 
end of downtown Buda. The bakery was 
the lone business in the development for 
most of its first year of operation. 

Buda Mill & Grain developer Saenger 
Ellis said he hopes to bring more busi-
nesses to the area soon. Two additional 
buildings will be available for rent by 
March, with a third expected to be avail-
able in April, he said. 

“She was the only business we had 
for a while, and it would pull people in 
[to the development],” he said. “We’re 
excited to see new businesses come in, 

and it will be good for [Diaz] to have 
stuff going on and people walking 
around. [The development] will really 
change this end of town.”

The Chocolate Explosion (left) includes brownie, chocolate, German chocolate and 
white chocolate layers frosted with vanilla whipped cream. Slices sell for $4.25. 
The Triple C is an all-chocolate cake that sells for $3.95 per slice. Whole cakes are 
available, but orders must be made at least one week in advance. 



ENTERTAINMENT

Houston State University quidditch team 
from 2009 to 2013. 

“When I was recruiting people would 
look at me like I was crazy,” Cannon said. 
“It is a little weird seeing people walk 
around with their broomsticks and trying 
to convince people to come and play. Most 
people are so intrigued that they sort of 
forget how weird it is.”

Eric Reyes, one of Texas State Univer-
sity’s veteran players, said he joined the 
squad two weeks before the team’s first 
tournament. Skeptical at first, Reyes trav-
eled with the team as a spectator, but he 
said he quickly wished he had registered 
for the tournament. 

Reyes was on the field last year when 
Texas State’s team achieved second place 
at the Quidditch World Cup, but he said 
he still has friends and family who dis-
count the competitive nature of the sport.

“It’s pretty frustrating,” Reyes said. 
“After so many years of being in it you 
accept it because you know some people 
are just going to be stubborn about it. Then 
you realize two-thirds of people are going 
to be completely open-minded about it.”

Reyes and Clementi said they were 
drawn to the sport as much for its 

Young sport casts spell on athletes
By Brett Thorne

When the athletes take the field for the 
2015 U.S. Quidditch Southwest Regional 
Championship on Feb. 21–22 in San Mar-
cos, they will do so with brooms in hand 
and eyes set on advancing to the Quidditch 
World Cup in South Carolina this April. 

The sport traces its roots to J.K. Rowl-
ing’s “Harry Potter” book series, but 
most players say the sport has taken on a 
life of its own. 

“There are people [on the team] who 
don’t know who Harry Potter is, and 
there are people who are huge fans,” 
Texas State Quidditch President Beth 
Clementi said. “What brings people in is 
the sense of community.”

Although the sport was reserved for 
broom-bound wizards in Rowling’s 
universe, a group of students at Middle-
bury College in Vermont brought it to 
the world of muggles—a Potter term for 
those without wizard powers—in 2005. 

There are now more than 200 quidditch 
teams throughout the nation, and U.S. 
Quidditch, the 501(c)(3) organization that 

governs the sport in the United States, has 
more than 4,000 members. 

Clementi described the sport as simi-
lar to basketball. The object of the game 
is to put a ball—known as a quaffle—
through one of your opponent’s three 
hoops. Points are tallied each time a 
team scores, and the game ends when a 
team catches the golden snitch, a tennis 
ball tied to one player’s back. 

The teams, which are co-ed, are able to 
send seven players on the field at a time. 
Those players are beaters—defensive play-
ers who are essentially playing dodgeball 
in the middle of the field—chasers, who are 
typically responsible for scoring; keepers 
responsible for protecting their team’s goal; 
or seekers, who catch the snitch. 

They do it all while clutching a broom 
between their legs. 

“The first time I saw it, I was confused, 
but when you actually play the game it’s 
so much easier,” said Brandi Cannon, 
director of the U.S. Quidditch Southwest 
Regional Championship. 

Cannon played quidditch for the Sam 

competitiveness as for the community it 
offers players. 

“For me part of it was that I played soft-
ball throughout high school, and I missed 
being on a team,” Clementi said. “I missed 
that team environment, and quidditch gave 
me that.”

Texas State is expected to make noise 
again at this year’s Southwest Regional 
Championship. Heading into the tourna-
ment, the team was ranked seventh in 
the nation.

Clementi said she anticipated a strong 
fight from Lone Star Quidditch, a team 
composed of former college players, at  
the regional championship, but she  
welcomed the challenge. 

187 Elmhurst, Suite B
Kyle, TX 78640

KyleChiropractor.com

DrDonovanThomasBlog.com

NO LONG TERM TREATMENT PLANS!

Bunton Creek

Elmhurst

GET BACK TO ENJOYING YOUR LIFE.
When you have a toothache, 

you see a dentist.
When you have back or neck pain, 

auto or sports injury, 
you see me.

Dr. Donovan Thomas, D.C.
 

Advanced Certification in  
Auto Crash Injuries

CALL TODAY!
512-268-PAIN

MEMBER OF

CHASERS – Three 
chasers are allowed 
on the field at a time 
and score goals 
worth 10 points each.

QUAFFLE – Typically a 
deflated volleyball, the 
quaffle is the ball used by 
chasers to score points.

GOLDEN SNITCH – The snitch is a neu-
tral player with a ball tied to his or her 
back. The team that catches the snitch is 
awarded 30 points, and the game ends. 

BEATERS – Two 
beaters are allowed 
on the field at a time, 
and they disrupt 
gameplay by hitting 
opposing chasers 
with dodgeballs.

KEEPERS – Each team 
is allowed one keeper 
on the field who  
defends his or her 
team’s three hoops.

SEEKERS – Teams 
are allowed one 
seeker on the field 
at a time, and they 
are responsible for 
catching the snitch.

Quidditch began as a fictional sport in the “Harry Potter” book series, but a group of college students brought the game to the world of 
muggles—a “Potter” term for those without wizard powers—in 2005. The sport has gained a following at college campuses throughout the 
nation, including Texas State University. San Marcos hosts the 2015 U.S. Quidditch Southwest Regional Championship on Feb. 21–22. 

TEAM 1    TEAM 2      GOLDEN SNITCH    GOALS

During most quidditch matches, players ditch broomsticks in favor of PVC pipe. At 
the World Cup, however, players adhere more closely to the version of the game 
described in the “Harry Potter” book series and hold broomsticks during matches. 
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The U.S. Quidditch Southwest  
Regional Championship will  
take place Feb. 21–22 at  
the Bobcat Soccer Complex,  
1220 Academy St., San  
Marcos. Matches begin  
at 9 a.m. each day.  
The event is free and  
open to the public.
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Source: U.S. Quidditch
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Free in print. Free online.
No subscription. No paywall.

Submit your resume to jobs@impactnews.com

EDITORIAL, SALES & DESIGN POSITIONS
Is working within your community what you’ve been searching for?

Are “passionate” and “professional” words that describe you?

We’re looking to speak with you.

Management Area. PGMAs are formed 
in areas “experiencing or expected to 
experience critical groundwater prob-
lems,” according to the Texas Water 
Development Board.

Officials say the regulatory gap 
can be blamed partly on the fact that 
political boundaries are not harmoni-
ous with the way groundwater moves. 
The Trinity Aquifer, for instance, 
spans 20 counties.

Because the well site is unregulated, 
the only state law governing it is the 
century-old rule of capture, which gives 
landowners the right to all the ground-
water under their land even if it means 
drying out their neighbors’ wells.

“If that water is there, my biggest 
concern is the surrounding wells,” 
said state Rep. Jason Isaac, R-Drip-
ping Springs.

Isaac said he and his staff are review-
ing findings on EP’s project. But while 
he is in the fact-gathering phase, the 
selection of the site draws suspicion, 
he said.

“It does, to me, on the surface seem 
that this is skirting the laws, if you 
will,” Isaac said. “It just seems to me 
like it’s a little too convenient that this 
location was picked, and it leaves me 
[with] some concern.”

Possible legislative remedies to the 
lack of oversight include expand-
ing the authority of the Hays Trinity 
Groundwater Conservation District 
or creating a buffer zone around the 
PGMA to include the area, he said. 
Isaac said at a Hays County committee 
meeting Feb. 5 that he intends to file 
one to five bills as soon as March 11 to 
address the regulatory gap.

EP says the fact the well field is not 
under the authority of a regulatory 
entity means groundwater is abundant 
because otherwise an agency would 
have sought to regulate it.

“Had [the PGMA study] estab-
lished facts to the contrary, the area 
would have been made a part of the 
Hill Country PGMA, and/or a part of 

the Hays Trinity GCD or some other 
groundwater district,” EP wrote in a 
Jan. 20 letter to the Hays County Com-
missioners Court. “In this instance, 
‘unregulated’ is a sign of good things.”

Buda water supply
The Goforth SUD and a proposed 

subdivision in an unincorporated area 
of Mountain City are getting bigger 
shares of the water than Buda. Buda 
City Manager Kenneth Williams said 
the city was actually the first entity 
in talks with EP in 2011, but after the 
city spent three years investigating 
the project, the other two customers 
entered the fold. Williams said the city 
could have missed out on the water 
source altogether had it not taken 
action Jan. 20.

Mayor Todd Ruge said EP was the 
city’s fifth and final option. Buda has 
also been considering an arrange-
ment with Centex Materials, a Buda 
cement company that uses water per-
mitted by the Barton Springs Edwards 
Aquifer Conservation District. The 
city of Buda would supply treated 
and cleaned wastewater to Centex in 
exchange for its BSEACD water. But 
Ruge said the conservation district’s 
rules do not allow such transfers.

“Folks, we need help,” the mayor 
said on Feb. 5 in front of hundreds in 
the Hays County Government Center. 
“My hope is that another water source 
will come riding in on a white horse 
because we need another option.”

Anthem, the proposed subdivision 
in Mountain City’s extraterritorial 
jurisdiction, is being put together by 
Clark Wilson Builder, a developer in 
the region. The project will include 
679 acres of land comprising about 
2,200 lots. It will be supplied with 1.3 
million gallons of water a day under 
the EP contract. A municipal utility 
district, or MUD, is being planned to 
finance several improvements for the 
neighborhood.

Buda will receive 1 million gallons 
of water per day as part of the deal. 
The city, like many in Hays County, is 
facing a looming reality of a depleted 

water supply. According to projec-
tions, Buda is on pace to require an 
additional water source as early as 
2017, Williams said. Williams said 
securing the EP source would allow it 
to stave off depletion until 2060.

About 2 million gallons of water 
daily are being extracted from Buda’s 
current water source, the Canyon Res-
ervoir. Buda is on track to need a total 
of 5.6 million gallons of water per day 
by 2060, according to city documents.

The water produced by Electro 
Purification is more of a stopgap 
source for the city, officials have said. 
It is intended to ease the transition to 
its future primary source: the Car-
rizo-Wilcox Aquifer.

Up to two million gallons of water 
from the Carrizo Wilcox aquifer 
will be supplied to Buda daily by the 
Hays-Caldwell Public Utility Agency. 
That water is expected to be available 
to Buda by 2023.

Ruge said he understands the plight 
of residents whose livelihoods depend 
on drawing from their privately 
owned wells, and that is why the coun-
cil negotiated a well mitigation plan as 
part of the contract. 

“I think we did a responsible thing 
in regard to adding that caveat for the 
[mitigation],” he said. “The other two 
entities did not have that in theirs. 
Essentially we provided protection 
that until tonight wasn’t there for 
those people.”

A mitigation plan  would establish a 
contingency fund to correct well defi-
ciencies deemed to have been caused 
by EP. Questions remain, however, as 
to how the plan will be implemented.

“I appreciate them making a condi-
tion of the contract,” Precinct 3 Com-
missioner Will Conley said. “Now as 
we move forward I think the devil is in 
the details. How is that plan going to be 
put together? What is the science that 
the plan is going to be based off of?”

Water
Continued from | 1
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†Graphic for illustrative purposes only

TRINITY AQUIFER

Buda’s contract with Electro Purification

Groundwater regulations in Texas

Sources: City of Buda and Larry French, director of the groundwater resources division at the Texas Water Development Board

The city of Buda has entered into a contract with Hous-
ton-based water developer Electro Purification. City 
Council’s 6–1 vote in favor of the contract drew ire from 
the city’s western neighbors, especially those who own 
private wells in the Trinity Aquifer. The groundwater 
source is thought to be vulnerable to excessive pump-
ing. Well owners said they fear the values of their homes 
will depreciate, and their livelihoods could be at stake.

1 million gallons of water per day will be  
delivered to city of Buda water customers.

According to projections, the city 
of Buda will need an additional 
water source as early as 2017.

In total, Electro Purification will pump 
5.35 million gallons of water per 

day from the Trinity Aquifer.

The city is currently supplied every day with  
2 million gallons of water, but by 2060, it is 

projected to need 5.6 million gallons per day.

• Enforce a permitting system so that proposed water  
production does not pose a threat to the water source

• Impose spacing requirements between wells

• Monitor pumping from wells

What responsibilities do groundwater conservation districts have?

What is a “white area?”

A white area is an unregulated portion of groundwater. Unregulated groundwater occurs 
in areas without a groundwater conservation district or where a district has limited 
authority. More than 70 percent of the area of Texas aquifers is covered by a groundwater 
conservation district. Where there are no districts, the century-old rule of capture, the 
statewide principle that underlies groundwater rights, gives property owners the right to 
draw however much water they can beneath their land. 

How can the gap be filled?

The portion of the Trinity Aquifer Electro Purification is proposing to develop 
lies underneath the Edwards Aquifer, which is overseen by the Edwards Aquifer 
Authority. However, the EAA does not have jurisdiction over the well field 
because its sole purpose is to manage the resources of the Edwards Aquifer. 
The Hays Trinity Groundwater Conservation District does not have jurisdiction 
over that area either. State Rep. Jason Isaac, R–Dripping Springs, said he is 
considering legislation to bring that portion of the aquifer under the manage-
ment of a groundwater conservation district, among other possibilities.

What should be the highest priority when 
considering water needs in Texas and Hays County?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/sbk-poll

*The white area in central Hays County is geographically located within the Edwards 
Aquifer Authority’s jurisdiction. But, because the EAA has only been authorized to exercise 
control over the Edwards Aquifer, it cannot regulate groundwater within the Trinity Aquifer, 
from which EP is hoping to pump up to 5.35 million gallons of water per day. The Hays 
Trinity Groundwater Conservation District, meanwhile, has no control over the white area.
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trains travel through the city each 
day. According to TxDOT esti-
mates, there were about 31,000 
vehicle trips on Aquarena Springs 
each day in 2012. 

“Mobility and safety are num-
ber one so we don’t have [Texas 
State University] students try-
ing to zoom across [the railroad 
tracks], because they know that 
whenever the train comes, it’s not 
a two-minute train,” Reyna said. 
“It could be a 10-minute train.”

Reyna said the department is 
not anticipating any major lane 
closures except for a one-month 
period when the road, which nor-
mally features a center turn lane as 
well as two lanes traveling east and 
two traveling west, will be reduced 
to one lane in each direction. 

“Construction is a pain no 
matter what,” Reyna said. “This 
particular project is a 2 1/2 year 
project, so ... there is nothing we 
can do as far as certain delays.”

Project scope
Rey Garcia, project engineer for 

the city of San Marcos, said the 
overpass will begin its elevation 
near Charles Austin Drive west of 
Strahan Coliseum, span the rail-
road tracks and level off near Mill 
Street, east of the stadium. 

Garcia said the city is incorpo-
rating a hike and bike trail on the 
north side of Aquarena Springs 
to the plan as well. When com-
pleted, the project will feature 
4-foot-wide bike lanes, 12-foot-
wide vehicle lanes and sidewalks 
of varying widths. 

At its widest point, the project 
will include eight vehicle lanes, 
with two in either direction on 
the bridge and two in either 
direction on access roads parallel 
to the bridge in some parts. 

Laurie Moyer, director of capi-
tal improvements and engineer-
ing with the city, said although the 
Union Pacific line may eventually 
be relocated east of I-35 to make 
way for a potential commuter rail 
line, the city still believes the proj-
ect is an important one. 

“The project itself and the topic 
of railroad overpasses overall has 
been an issue with the city for over 
20 years,” Moyer said. 

Moyer said when the overpass 
on Wonder World Drive was built 
in the early 2000s many city offi-
cials and residents anticipated 
more would be built. But TxDOT 
studies revealed major streets such 
as Hopkins Street, LBJ Drive and 
Guadalupe Street, which all inter-
sect train tracks, cannot accom-
modate overpasses. 

Moyer said the city envisions 
the Aquarena Springs overpass 
as a gateway to San Marcos. 

In January, city officials declined 
spending $149,785 on an aesthetic 
lighting master plan that would 
have included design for creative 
illumination to be included on the 
Aquarena Springs overpass. 

Moyer said she anticipates 
bringing a new aesthetic lighting 
proposal to council in the future.

Right of way
Before construction on the 

overpass can begin, TxDOT 

must acquire the necessary right 
of way. 

Dave Bisett, real estate spe-
cialist with Texas State, said he 
first began having conversations 
with TxDOT about right of way 
acquisition in May. The two sides 
have yet to agree to exact terms, 
he said. But the university has 
signed possession and use agree-
ments, which will allow con-
struction to begin while the two 
sides negotiate terms of the sale 
of the six parcels TxDOT needs 
from the university. 

The six parcels account for about 
4 acres of ROW, Bisett said. 

The university completed a 
renovation of Bobcat Stadium 
in 2012 that almost doubled its 
capacity to 30,000.  

“Texas State was not necessar-
ily excited to have an overpass 
in front of the brand-new, reno-
vated, expanded football sta-
dium,” Bisett said. “But the city 
and TxDOT have both worked 
really well in the design of the 
project and what it’s going to 
look like and where it’s going to 

have an impact.”
Vance J. Elliott, a San Marcos 

real estate investor, owns Sta-
dium Plaza, a retail center on 
Aquarena Springs within the 
project area. 

In late 2014, TxDOT began 
proceedings to exercise its emi-
nent domain authority in order to 
acquire part of Elliott’s property, 
said Corbin Snow, an attorney 
representing Elliott. 

Elliott has hired a group of real 
estate experts to help him deter-
mine the effect the project will 
have on his property, Snow said. 

The two sides have yet to agree 
on the value of the property 
TxDOT will be taking, Snow said. 

“We are still evaluating the 
damage, but we do feel that it will 
be a substantial negative impact,” 
Snow said. “By reducing the size 
of his property it’s going to have 
a substantial negative impact on 
the property as a whole.”

Bobcat Stadium

Bobcat Village
Apartments

Charles Austin Dr.

Post Rd.

San Marcos Springs Dr.
Spring Lake

Texas State University Golf Course

Thorpe Ln.
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Mill St.

Aquarena
Continued from | 1

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

COMING SOON: The Aquarena Springs overpass

Figure B: At its widest point, 
the project area will include 
eight vehicle lanes. Two 
access road lanes will flank 
the northern and southern 
portions of the elevated 
roadway. The road will also 
feature hike and bike paths. 

Figure A: The overpass will feature two vehicle 
lanes in either direction as well as a four-foot-wide 
median and five-foot-wide shoulders. 

Map not to scale

Project limits Elevated roadway
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  FIGURE B

Aquarena Springs Dr.
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Comprehensive, Local, Expert Podiatric Care for Adults & Children

www.ThePodiatryGroup.com

Jeff Henke, DPM
Diplomate, American Board 

of Podiatric Surgery
Certi� ed in Foot Surgery

Located in  Hays Surgery Center
512-268-FOOT (3668)

135 Bunton Creek Rd.
Suite 300 • Kyle, Texas

Medical & surgical treatments for 
disorders affecting the foot & ankle

• Foot & ankle trauma, sprains
• Running injuries & sports medicine
• Heel pain, plantar fasciitis
• Foot dermatology, fungus & warts
• Diabetic ulcers & wound care
• Soft tissue masses, cysts
• Corns, calluses, bunions, 

hammertoes

• Achilles tendonitis
• Tarsal tunnel syndrome
• Pediatric foot care
• Ingrown toenails
• Senior walking problems
• Flatfoot, fallen arches
• Toe deformities 
• Neuromas

Q: Would having your financing 
in place before you make  

an offer give you confidence 
to make the right offer?

A: Call us today to ask about 
Blue Sky Mortgage Company’s 

Commitment Program.

2700 Hunter Rd. • San Marcos, TX • 512-396-1121 • BlueSkyMTG.com

If you’re looking for answers to questions 
like these & more, Blue Sky can help!

Call us today!
512-396-1121
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Market Data
On the market (January 2015)

Price 78610 78640 78666

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

—

Median price of homes sold   January 2014  vs.    January 2015

REAL ESTATE

Elm Grove is a community of homes located 
south of Austin in Buda. This neighborhood 
is surrounded by a country setting and the 
Garlic Creek greenbelt. Residents are close to 
downtown Buda and Hays CISD schools.

Elm Grove

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 2/9/15

Build-out year: Not built out
Builders include:  Austin City Builders, Gehan 
Homes, Green Builders
Square footage: 1,850–4,030
Home values: $267,000–$405,499
HOA dues (estimated): $240 annually 
Amenities: Next to 15-acre Garlic Creek 
greenbelt, access to Buda Sportsplex, shopping 
and restaurants at South Park Meadows shopping 
center
Schools: Elm Grove Elementary School, Dahlstrom 
Middle School, Jack C. Hays High School

Property taxes (in dollars):
City of Buda 0.2978
Northeast Hays Co. ESD 2 0.0300
Hays Co. ESD 8 0.1000
Special Road District 0.0438
Hays CISD 1.5377
Hays County 0.4252
Austin Community College District 0.0942
Total (per $100 value) 2.5287

183

45
TOLL

21

35

78666

78640

78610

$295,000 47$117.57 39

Median 
home value

Homes under 
contract*

Homes on 
the market*

Average days 
on the market*

$7,283

Median annual 
property taxes

Median price 
per square foot

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Price Range 78610 78640 78666 78610 78640 78666

$149,999 or less 1 0 1 101 0 35

$150,000–$199,999 3 10 2 24 20 34

$200,000–$299,999 22 14 2 29 28 23

$300,000–$399,999 2 1 0 24 33 0

$400,000–$499,999 4 0 1 26 0 19

$500,000–$599,999 0 1 2 0 15 23

$600,000–$799,999 0 0 1 0 0 34

$800,000–$999,999 0 0 0 0 0 0

$1 million + 0 0 1 0 0 35

Specializing in residential real estate  
from San Marcos to Austin.

COVERING THE CORRIDOR

realtyaustin.com

Rene Ruiz 
512.393.1733
Broker Associate

Call Rene at 512-393-1733 or email reneruiz@realtyaustin.com for your free market analysis to determine what your home is worth in this hot seller’s market.
For buyers, lets take advantage of the great rates and loan programs to lock in your housing expense for years to come and start enjoying the benefits of home ownership!

HOMES NEEDED FOR SALE!
• Housing inventory levels continue to remain  
low creating great opportunities for sellers. 

• Low interest rates & more flexible loan programs 
bring more qualified buyers to the market.

• Cost of rent increasing…. causing more  
people to look at purchasing.

SELLERS

NOW’S THE TIME TO BUY!
• Low interest rates & more flexible loan programs enhance 
your buying power.

• Fixed rate loans allow for more consistent monthly housing  
(no more rate increases from landlords).

• Strong market the last couple of years continues to drive 
homes prices up with the outlook not showing any signs of 
slowing down.

BUYERS

Neighborhood Data provided by 
Marc Warshawsky

Realty Austin
Southwest Austin Market Manager

512-658-2128
www.realtyaustin.com
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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At Seton, we understand that some emergencies are more like mini emergencies. Which is 

why we have SetonER.com. Now you can get in line online. Make an appointment online and 

you’ll be seen within 15 minutes of it. Welcome to Humancare. Remember, SetonER.com is for 

mini emergencies only. If you’re experiencing a major emergency, get to the ER ASAP or dial 9-1-1.


