
SAN MARCOS | BUDA | KYLE  EDITION 

Volume 4, Issue 9 | Jan. 22–Feb. 18, 2015

Online-exclusive news
impactnews.com

Regularly updated coupons
impactdeals.com

Find us on Facebook
impactnews.com/sbk-facebook

Follow us on Twitter
@impactnews_sbk

UPDATES ON 2014 AND 
A LOOK AHEAD TO 2015

By Brett Thorne
Meyli Campuzano relocated 

to San Marcos from Austin with 
her family five years ago. The 
decision to relocate has proven 
to be a good one, she said. 

In Austin the family was able 
to afford renting a one-bedroom 
apartment shared by Meyli, her 
husband and their two children. 
Since moving to San Marcos the 
family has added another child 
to the family and can now afford 
a rented three-bedroom, three-
bathroom mobile home. 

The Campuzanos’ situation 
highlights one of the key truths 

about Hays and Caldwell coun-
ties, which comprise the Greater 
San Marcos region: the cost 
of housing is about 15 percent 
lower than the national aver-
age, according to a study com-
missioned by the Greater San 
Marcos Partnership, the orga-
nization responsible for eco-
nomic development in Hays and 
Caldwell counties.   

On average the cost of living 
in Hays County is also less than 
in Travis County, according to 
Sperling’s Best Places, a data 
analytics firm. This factor may 
contribute to the findings of the 

study, which showed resi-
dents moving to the region 
have lower incomes and edu-
cation attainment than simi-
lar areas in the nation. 

To address this the city 
of San Marcos and Hays 
County are focusing on one 
of the region’s most pressing 
challenges: the lack of high-
paying jobs in the region. 

The average annual wage 
in Hays County is $34,691, 

according to the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. That number is 
33.3 percent lower than Austin’s 
average and 32.2 percent lower 
than Texas’ average. 

At a meeting Dec. 2, San Mar-
cos City Council formed a sub-
committee to re-examine the 
city’s economic development 
practices. For each of the past 
five years the city has provided  
$360,000 to the GSMP for eco-
nomic development services. 

During the Dec. 2 meeting, 
Councilwoman Lisa Prewitt 
expressed concern that commu-
nication between the city and 
GSMP has been spotty at times. 

“It’s not that I’m not support-
ive of the partnership,” she said 
at the Dec. 2 meeting. “I’m not 
getting enough information.”

A subcommittee composed 
of Mayor Daniel Guerrero and 
council members Prewitt and 
John Thomaides will bring rec-
ommendations to council in 
February. 

Thomaides said he could not 

By JJ Velasquez
Buda resident Daniel Busby sat 

in an Austin Cancer Centers exami-
nation room in early January after 
shedding more than 30 pounds 
during the course of his treatment 
for Stage 4 cancer. But his months-
long radiation therapy was winding 
down with only a week’s worth of 
sessions to go, and the tumor that 
had spread from his throat to his 
lymph node was gone.

The Lockhart ISD math teacher’s 
doctors at Kyle’s Austin Regional 
Clinic helped him survey his 
options with regard to treatment 
when he was diagnosed Oct. 30. 
He was referred to Austin Cancer 
Centers, which is only one I-35 exit 
away from his home, he said. Prior 
to hearing about the Kyle location, 
he suspected he might have to com-
mute to Houston, perhaps even 
relocate his family of six to receive 
treatment, he said.

“It’s a blessing that it’s that close,” 
he said. “I couldn’t imagine traveling 
that far.”

Much has changed in Kyle since 
summer 2007 when H-E-B opened, 
the first traffic light in the city was 
switched on and ground broke on 
Seton Medical Center Hays, the 
city’s first hospital.

Only one family practitioner 
was present in the entire city then, 
according to city officials.

Seton Hays opened in Kyle in 
October 2009. Since then the amount 
of medical square footage in the city 
has more than doubled, according to 
city officials. In 2010, 400,000 square 
feet of medical facilities existed in 
the city, and Seton Hays accounted 
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SPECIAL SECTION
of people 
moving to Hays 
County live at 
or below the 
poverty line.

30.6%
A recent study by the Greater San Marcos Partnership, the group responsible for economic development 
in Hays and Caldwell counties, showed that residents moving to Hays County have relatively low 
average annual earnings, and new residents of the two-county area have relatively low education 
levels. In response, local officials are exploring job skills training programs for new residents.

“As Austin becomes less 
affordable, you see a 
population migration move 
out into the surrounding 
counties. Hays and 
Caldwell counties are the 
recipients of some of those 
Travis County migrants.”  
- Adriana Cruz, president of the 
Greater San Marcos Partnership

From 2006–11, the 
county from which  
the most residents  
were relocating to  
Hays County was

TRAVIS COUNTY

13,721

Of those moving  
to Hays County,

have at least a
bachelor’s degree.

32.1%

31YEARS

The average age of people 
moving to Hays County is 
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St. David’s Emergency Network

Minor to Major.

From broken bones to strokes or flu-like symptoms 

to respiratory issues, the St. David’s Emergency  

Network provides high quality emergency medical 

care for your entire family. The latest life-saving 

technology, board-certified ER physicians and  

24/7 comprehensive emergency care. No matter 

where you are in Central Texas, there’s a  

location near you.

To find the facility nearest you, visit StDavids.com/protect

Urgent Care Facilities

Emergency Centers

Outpatient Surgery Centers

14-SDM-1382 Community Impact ER Ad_103.1.indd   1 12/1/14   4:35 PM
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HIGH QUALITY & PROFESSIONAL 
REAL ESTATE SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL FARM & RANCH COMMERCIAL

Randall MoRRis & associates

190 S. Seguin Ave.
New Braunfels, TX 78130

830.609.7400

13320 Ranch Road 12
Wimberley, TX 78676

512.847.2291

333 Cheatham St.
San Marcos, TX 78666

512.353.1776

1567 Main St., Ste. 800
Buda, TX 78610

512.400.2441

RANDALLMORRIS.COM Each office is independently  
owned and operated.
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Long-term Acute Care is for 
those who require complex 
medical management and 

therapy, 24 hours, 7 days/wk 
with daily assessment by a 

physician. 

SPECIALTY HOSPITAL 
AT NEW BRAUNFELS

(830) 875-8400
200 Memorial Drive

Luling, TX 78648

(830) 627-7600
1445 Hanz Drive

New Braunfels, TX 78130

www.postacutemedical.com

SPECIALTY HOSPITAL 
AT LULING

Types of Patients Treated:
•  Respiratory Failure/Vent Weaning
•   Aftercare Following Surgery
•  Cardiac Related Disorders
•  Sepsis
•  Complex Wounds
•   Severe CVA
•  Complicated Orthopedics
•  Multi-System Failure
•  Post-Op Complication/Infection
•  Renal Failure
•  Malnutrition
•  IV Therapy

(512) 262-0821
5980 Kyle Parkway

Kyle, TX 78640
Specializing in Acute Inpatient and Outpatient 

Rehabilitation for the treatment of Strokes, 
Traumatic Brain Injury, Spinal Cord Injury,

General Debility, Orthopedic Injuries,
Parkinson’s Disease, Multiple Sclerosis,

and other diseases. Featuring Aquatic Therapy 
and Pediatric Outpatient Rehabilitation.
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Long-term Acute Care is for those who 
require complex medical management and 
therapy, 24 hours, 7 days a week with daily 

assessment by a physician.

Types of patients treated:
• Respiratory Failure/Vent Weaning

• Aftercare Following Surgery
• Cardiac Related Disorders
• Sepsis • Complex Wounds
• Complicated Orthopedics

• Multi-system failure
• Post-op Complication/Infection

• Renal Failure • Severe CVA
• Malnutrition • IV Therapy

Inpatient Rehabilitation - Kyle

Long-term Acute Care
New Braunfels & Luling

512-262-0821 • 5980 Kyle Pkwy. • Kyle, TX 78640

NOW OPEN

WE’VE 
GOT YOU 
COVERED.

1204-A Hwy 123
San Marcos, TX 78666

(512) 392-8941 

706 E Hopkins
San Marcos, TX 78666

(512) 392-3228 

Visit one of our locations 
for Cash Today!

Loans provided by third-party lenders.

SpeedyCash.com

PAYDAY LOANS
up to $3,000

Title Loans
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TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

If you could do one thing to improve 
Hays County, what would it be?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/sbk-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition 
of Community Impact Newspaper.

Results from an unscientific Web survery collected 12/12/14–1/13/15.

READER COMMENTS

County receives La Cima update (Posted Dec. 18)

“So the city finally gets out of the way for someone to 
build more single-family homes (albeit not the best site 
environmentally, but west is where those with money 
prefer), and now the county is worried about bringing 
people into Hays County. We see how strained parts of 
Kyle are after 30,000 extra people showed up, but now 
that someone wants to build homes in San Marcos, it 
is too late! We're all out of water; too many issues. The 
county is closed!”

—John Smith

CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065
2014 XV Crosstrek 
2.0i Prem CVT

$209mo 1

$0 Down payment!
0.0% APR � nancing available 
WAC for 36 mos

2015 Forester 2.5i
6MT

$279mo 2  

$0 Down payment!
0.9% APR � nancing available 
WAC for 48 mos

2015 XC60 T5
Drive-E FWD Premier

$399mo 4

39 MO. LEASE

2015 S60 T5
Drive-E FWD Premier

$299mo 4

36 MO. LEASE

1 - Subaru -With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 36 mo lease, � rst month payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 36 monthly pymts of $209, � nal pymt / residual = $12,991. Based on 10k mi./ yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $24, 059. Stk# Z10560  2 - Subaru -With approved credit. Dealer contribution may 
a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, � rst month payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly pymts of $279, � nal pymt/ residual = $13, 152. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,486. Stk# Z11118. 3 - Volvo -$2,979 cash due at signing. No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $299, based on $38,600 MSRP 
of 2015.5 S60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats and Metallic Paint, includes destination charge and application of $1,250 Volvo Allowance and $250 Lease Bonus. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile. Take new retail delivery from dealer stock between January 3, 2015 and February 2, 2015.  4-Volvo -$3,579 cash 
due at signing. No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $399, based on $41,705 MSRP of 2015.5 XC60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats and Metallic Paint, includes destination charge and application of $750 Volvo Allowance. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile.  Take new retail delivery from dealer 
stock between January 3, 2015 and February 2, 2015.

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

What forms of entertainment  
do you feel are needed within  
your community?

  3%
We have plenty of nightlife options

  10%
Other

  27%
More bars and establishments catering to adults

  60%
More family-friendly establishments

Drumroll please. …  
It’s here! The highly 
anticipated, thrilling 
and informative January 
Issue! Our editorial team 
has been busy putting 
together my favorite issue 
of the year, including 
updates from 2014 and a 
glimpse into 2015. From 
restaurant updates to 
information about your 

local elected officials, you can find it all here in this 
special edition of Community Impact Newspaper. Take 
a look at some of last year’s biggest stories, catch up 
on what your favorite local businesses have planned 
for this year and, of course, don’t forget to read about 
transportation updates to make your commute easier. 

With the enormous amount of growth projected in 
the area, 2015 is slated to be another exciting year for 
Hays County. As outlined in reporter JJ Velasquez’s 
front-page story, the medical community in Kyle has 

flourished with expansion anticipated in the coming 
year. Soon even more health care services will be 
readily available to the citizens of Hays County. 
Editor Brett Thorne’s front-page story takes a look at 
the economic outlook for Hays County residents in 
2015 and beyond. 

In June I was fortunate enough to become a 
member of the CIN team, and these past seven 
months have been the best of my career. I’m looking 
forward to all the possibilities 2015 has in store, and I 
want to thank the communities of San Marcos, Buda 
and Kyle for being so warm and welcoming. Wow, 
what a great place to live and work.

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

Lacy Klasel
GENERAL MANAGER

lklasel@impactnews.com
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4  A Verizon Wireless premium retailer 
opened at 151 Evans Drive, Ste. 107, Kyle, 
in December. The store sells phones, 
tablets, headphones, cases, hotspots and 
other products and accessories. The store 
also offers home phone connections and 
other Verizon Wireless products and 
services. 877-929-2355.  
www.mobiledestination.com. 

5  Austin Cancer Centers, 1180 
Seton Parkway, Ste. 150, Kyle, opened 
in October. The facility is staffed with 
nurses, doctors and patient coordinators 
and provides cancer treatment for many 
types of cancer. Austin Cancer Center 
also has access to noninvasive tools for 
treating cancer. 512-505-5500.  
www.austincancercenters.com

6  The Little House on Main, 569 Main 
St., Buda, opened Oct. 17. The shop sells 
vintage clothing, jewelry, antiques and 
furniture. The store hours are Thu.–Sat. 
1–5:30 p.m. 512-295-4031 
 
7  MedSpring, 301 N. Guadalupe St., 

San Marcos, opened in December. The 
urgent care center provides care for 
common illnesses and injuries, such as 
fevers, allergies, broken bones and more. 
The clinic is open 9 a.m.–9 p.m. daily. 
512-960-2545. www.medspring.com

Coming Soon

8  Mary and Chris Halenza will open 
Lone Star Kettle Corn, 108 Front St., 
Kyle, by the end of January. The store 
sells kettle corn and gourmet fruit ice, 
a sorbet-like frozen fruit puree. The 
kettle corn is freshly popped at the shop. 
Fruit ice flavors include mango, cherry, 
watermelon and lime.  
www.lonestarkettlecorn.com

9  Lone Star Pediatric Dental and 
Braces, 575 E. FM 150, Ste. P, Kyle, will 
open in February. Drs. Marty and Rachel 
Montgomery specialize in pediatric 
dentistry and serving children with special 
needs. Employees are bilingual. 512-268-
3600. www.lonestarpediatricdental.com

Now Open

1  Tana Sykes and Jenna Martinez 
opened Creative Escape, 3310 B FM 967 
Ste. A107, Buda, on Nov. 2. The BYOB 
art studio offers opportunities to paint 
on a canvas or work on crafts for artists 
ranging from novices to professionals. 
Children’s classes, private birthday parties 
and business functions are also held at the 

studio. Local artists provide instruction. 
512-312-9231. www.creative-escape.net

2  DM Sewing Co., 1501 Goforth Road, 
Ste. 103, Kyle, opened in December. 
Owners Jason and Delia Martinez help 
clothing designers create garments and 
accessories at their shop. The company 
also offers alterations, Jason said.  
512-667-4821 

3  Dine & Dash, 310 Guadalupe St., San 
Marcos, opened Nov. 11. Owner Olivia 
Lukomski calls the food truck’s menu 
“fast-paced comfort food.” The menu 
includes a carnitas torta with braised 
pork carnitas on grilled sweet bread, 
waffle fries with gravy and pierogis. The 
food truck is open 11 a.m.–11 p.m. Tue.–
Thu. and 11 a.m.– 3 a.m. Fri.–Sat.   
512-787-8406. 
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SAN MARCOS The city of San 
Marcos held a workshop to discuss 
the city’s water outlook and poten-
tial rate changes for customers of 
the city’s water system. 

The Citizens Utility Advisory 
Board submitted a letter to City 
Council making its recommen-
dations. Council may review 
the board’s findings and choose 
whether to adopt them. 

“Presently our city’s leadership 
has placed us in an enviable situ-
ation to have adequate supplies 
of water today and for decades to 
come,” the advisory board wrote 
in the letter. “This investment has 
been made by the water utility 

for the benefit of but also at the 
expense of current ratepayers. On 
the basis of this consideration and 
current supplies it is our belief that 
a moderate loosening of some of 
the current restrictions be allowed.”

The board recommended creat-
ing tiered rate levels for residential 
customers who use 20,000 gallons 
or more each month during times 
of drought. As more restrictive 
drought stages are entered, the cost 
of water per 1,000 gallons would 
increase for those users. 

The other measure would cre-
ate tiered levels of water rates for 
irrigation systems. Beginning 
with Stage 2 drought restrictions, 

rates for all irrigation meters 
would increase per 1,000 gallons 
of water used. 

The board also recommended 
the city loosen some of its restric-
tions during the current Stage 3 
drought level.

CITY & COUNTY
News from San Marcos, Buda and Kyle Compiled by Brett Thorne and JJ Velasquez

San Marcos citizens advisory board 
recommends water rate adjustments

Buda interested in transit service, 
contacts Capital Metro official
BUDA, KYLE The city of Buda has expressed interest to Capi-
tal Metro in bringing mass-transit service to the city. The pub-
lic transportation provider in the Austin metropolitan area is 
expected to begin developing a proposal for extending services 
to the city of more than 10,000 people, officials said.

City Manager Kenneth Williams wrote Linda Watson, Capi-
tal Metro president and CEO, on Jan. 5 to inform the orga-
nization of the city’s decision to move forward with a transit 
development plan, a requisite step toward initiating public 
transportation services in a new city.

Capital Metro is on track to begin a transit development 
plan for the city of Kyle later this year, Michelle Meaux, Capital 
Metro regional coordination planner, said. A cost estimate for 
the plan is expected ahead of the city’s next budget cycle.

The city pays for demand-response service through the 
Capital Area Rural Transportation System, which provides 
bus services for non-urbanized communities in the region, but 
could add to its public transportation options.

Buda City Council
Meets at 6:30 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month
Live webcasts of meetings:  
www.ci.buda.tx.us/index.aspx?NID=390
121 Main St. • 512-312-0084
www.ci.buda.tx.us

Kyle City Council
Meets at 7 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month 
Live webcasts of meetings:
www.ustream.tv/channel/kyle-city-council
100 W. Center St. • 512-262-1010
www.cityofkyle.com

San Marcos City Council
Meets at 6 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month
Live webcasts of meetings:  
www.sanmarcostx.gov/videos 
630 E. Hopkins St. • 512-393-8000
www.sanmarcostx.gov/

Hays County  
Commissioners Court
Meets at 9 a.m. each Tuesday
Live webcasts of meetings: 
www.co.hays.tx.us/commcourtlive
111 E. San Antonio St., San Marcos
512-393-2205 • www.co.hays.tx.us

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_sbk

Tweetings

Meetings For the full version of either of these stories, 
visit us online at impactnews.com/sbk.

Key Stage 3 drought 
ordinance recommendations
• Allow hand watering of plants 

on any day and at any time 
(currently restricted to before 
10 a.m. and after 8 p.m.)

• Allow at-home car  
washing once per week  
(currently prohibited) 

• Allow filling of swimming  
pools (currently prohibited)

• Allow usage of outdoor water 
features (currently prohibited)
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

Session to usher in new leadership, large projects
By Karen Brooks Harper
AUSTIN Call it a session of big projects—
with the potential for some big fights. 

Lawmakers convened Jan. 13 for the 
84th Texas Legislature, and they did so 
with a host of new state leaders  and what 
may be the most conservative group of 
lawmakers the state has seen in decades.

Statewide issues, such as transportation 
infrastructure, water management, prop-
erty taxes and public education, loom large. 
In addition, an upwardly mobile revenue 
number means more money for the state 
budget than in recent years—and more 
fights over who gets the cash. 

“Every dollar of government spending 
has a constituency,” said James Quintero, 
director of the Texas Public Policy Founda-
tion’s Center for Local Governance.

Some Texas Republicans, emboldened 
by strong victories both nationwide and at 
home on Election Day, are also bringing 
with them some of the most divisive issues 
on the table: gay 
rights, immigration 
and border security, 
and gun control.

State Republicans 
are in a strong posi-
tion to pass their 
priorities but are by 
no means immune to 
a Democratic Party 
ready to play defense.

“We cannot look at the overwhelming 
victory as a mandate to do nothing,” said 
Steve Munisteri, chairman of the Republi-
can Party of Texas. “We need to take care 
of these things.”

Democrats said they are prepared to  
do battle. 

“You’re still seeing some folks working 
together because Republicans don’t have 
a supermajority,” said Emmanuel Garcia, 
former Texas Democratic Party commu-
nications director who stepped down in 
December. “The minority can still hold  
a position.” 

A defining characteristic of the 84th leg-
islative session is that Texas will have a new 
governor and new lieutenant governor for 
the first time in more than a decade. 

Gov. Greg Abbott and Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick are both conservative Republicans 
ready to make a strong impression right 
out of the gate.

“All eyes are on them,” Munisteri said.
After backsliding in the 2012 elections, 

Texas Republicans regained a few seats in 
both chambers in November. As of  
Jan. 16, the House has 96 Republicans and 
51 Democrats. The Senate has 20 Repub-
licans and 10 Democrats. January special 
elections will decide who fills three open 
House seats and one open Senate seat.

Growth issues 
Ranking third nationwide in state 

population growth rate by the U.S. Census 
Bureau in 2013, Texas has a number of 
large-scale issues facing it. 

“We have the high-
est rate of uninsured 
people in the country, 
and we are tied with 
California for the larg-
est number of adults 
who lack a high school 
degree. Those are just 
two [issues],” said 
Ann Beeson, execu-

tive director of the Center for Public Policy 
Priorities, a progressive Austin think tank. 

Lawmakers in 2013 secured voter 
approval of $2 billion in loan funds for 
water plans but will continue to seek con-
servation on privately owned lands, among 
other issues. 

The need for better road maintenance 
and new highway construction is expected 
to spark numerous plans to redirect and 
raise funds.

Texas ranks 15th highest among states in 
per capita property taxes, and relief is a top 
priority for conservative groups.

“We really want to focus on how much 

[property taxes impact] families at the din-
ner table,” Quintero said.

With nearly 5 million children in the 
public school system, education remains at 
or near the top of priority lists all along the 
political spectrum. 

Among the fights expected in the session 
is the battle over school choice, a system in 
which the state subsidizes—through vouch-
ers, tax credits or similar plans—private 
and parochial schools. 

Those plans top the list of education 
priorities for Patrick, who said that allow-
ing parents to choose private or religious 
schools allows them the opportunity to 
find the best education for their children. 

Opponents believe such programs nega-
tively affect the children who stay in public 
schools and focus state resources in the 
wrong place.

“They’re a scheme to defund public edu-
cation and funnel it into private schools,” 
said Jose Medina, deputy communications 
director of the Texas Freedom Network, 
which advocates for public education.

Social divide
Republicans have filed bills that would 

allow Texans to openly carry weapons, 
fire gay employees or refuse gay custom-
ers and would also repeal the DREAM 
Act, which allows undocumented stu-
dents to pay in-state college tuition and 
pursue citizenship. 

In previous sessions, similar bills have 
divided the chambers and taken up days 
and weeks of debate, pushed off budget 
passage and otherwise derailed sessions. 

Democrats, who have filed their own 
social bills, including a repeal of the gay 
marriage ban, said those types of fights 
siphon the energy and goodwill needed to 
address the most urgent issues. 

“Any time that is spent in a 140-day leg-
islative session distracted with these sorts 
of issues gets away from doing what Texas 
actually needs, which is to prepare for its 
growth,” Garcia said.

NEW TEXAS GOVERNOR

Greg Abbott

Party: Republican

Elected: Nov. 4, 2014

512-463-2000

https://governor.
state.tx.us/contact

Greg Abbott came into statewide office during a 
Republican sweep in the 2002 elections, becom-
ing only the second Republican to hold the attorney 
general’s office since Reconstruction some 130 years 
before. He came in as part of a historic GOP takeover 
of the Capitol and a new era in Texas politics. 

Several political battles have marked his career, 
including a lawsuit to allow the Ten Commandments 
to be displayed on Capitol grounds, his defense of 
the state’s voter ID law and his determination to sue 
President Barack Obama over a recent executive 
order on immigration.

In November, Abbott defeated Sen. Wendy Davis, 
D-Fort Worth, in a campaign that garnered interna-
tional attention. During the race, Abbott promised to 
improve public education, prioritize border security 
funding and fund transportation projects. 

Abbott is married to Cecilia Phalen Abbott, who 
becomes the first Latina first lady of Texas. Abbott 
and his wife have one daughter, Audrey.

“We cannot look at 
the overwhelming 
victory as a mandate 
to do nothing.”

—Steve Munisteri, executive director of the 
Republican Party of Texas

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_sbk and search for 
#CITxLege or visit communityimpact.com

TEXAS LEGISLATURE BY THE NUMBERS

SENATORS  31 members  |  4-year terms

REPRESENTATIVES  150 members  |  2-year terms

84th Texas Legislature*
Senate House

SENATE 
district 

population: 
547,952

IDEAL
HOUSE  

district 
population:
 113,243

Session 
begins

JAN 

13

Session 
ends

JUN 

01

5,909
bills 
passed 

10,630 
bills filed
during 83rd 
Legislative 
Session

Out of

65% Republican 64%

32% Democrat 34%

Sources: www.senate.state.tx.us, www.house.state.tx.us,  
www.capitol.state.tx.us, www.tspb.state.tx.us, www.lrl.state.tx.us

3% 
Open

2% 
Open

*As of Jan. 9

Comprehensive, Local, Expert Podiatric Care for Adults & Children

NOW 
ACCEPTING 

NEW 
CLIENTS!

Located in Hays Surgery Center
512-268-FOOT (3668)

www.ThePodiatryGroup.com

Jeff Henke, DPM
Diplomate, American Board 

of Podiatric Surgery
Certifi ed in Foot Surgery

135 Bunton Creek Rd.
Suite 300 • Kyle, Texas

Medical & surgical treatments for 
disorders affecting the foot and ankle
• Foot & ankle

trauma, sprains
• Running injuries

& sports medicine
• Heel pain,

plantar fasciitis
• Foot dermatology,

fungus & warts
• Diabetic ulcers

& wound care
• Soft tissue

masses, cysts

• Corns, calluses,
bunions, hammertoes

• Achilles tendonitis
• Tarsal tunnel

syndrome
• Pediatric foot care
• Ingrown toenails
• Senior walking

problems
• Flatfoot, fallen arches
• Toe deformities
• Neuromas
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SALES: 888.688.0589

2990 I-35 SOUTH
SAN MARCOS, TX  78666

McCarty Ln.
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INTEREST RATES  STARTING AT  1.65 %
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 Buford!

YOUR  
CHOICE

Pre-Owned 
Supercenter

SanMarcosDodge.com

2014 HYUNDAI SONATA
STK#9523

2011 TOYOTA CAMRY
STK#C4827B

2013 NISSAN ALTIMA
STK#9529

2013 CHEVY CRUZE
STK#9570A

$13,995 

NOW OFFERING: NO PAYMENTS UNTIL MARCH 2015

STK#9530

YOUR  
CHOICE

SEN. DONNA CAMPBELL • DISTRICT 25

R-New Braunfels

Elected: 2013

512-463-0125

donna.campbell@
senate.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 
• Find ways to 

provide tax 
relief to families 
and businesses 
through 
elimination or 
reduction of the 

35
10

10

281

San 
Antonio

Blanco Austin

REP. JOHN KUEMPEL • DISTRICT 44

R-Seguin

Elected: 2010

512-463-0602

john.kuempel@
house.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 
• Represent the people 

of House District 
44, and reflect the 
conservative values 
of the community-
oriented constituency.

• Pass a balanced 
budget that will likely 

123

35

10
Seguin

New 
Braunfels

REP. JASON ISAAC • DISTRICT 45

R-Dripping 
Springs

Elected: 2010

512-463-0647

jason.isaac@
house.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 
• Reduce the 

number of 
exams students 
in grades 3–8 
take as part 
of the State 
of Texas Assessments of Academic 
Readiness from 17 to eight, and place 
limits on the length of time students may 
be tested while also shortening the tests.

• Create policies and solutions that spur 
economic opportunities without driving 
up the tax burden and cost of goods.

• Find funding solutions for non-tolled 
roads that do not increase financial 
burdens on the constituents of HD 45.

35

Dripping 
Springs

Austin

Blanco

281

290

REP. PAUL WORKMAN • DISTRICT 47

R-Austin

Elected: 2010

512-463-0652

paul.workman@
house.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 
• Create the Texas 

Border Patrol to 
secure the state’s 
southern border.

• Call for an Article 
V Convention 
of States to 
amend the U.S. 
Constitution by adding a balanced 
budget amendment.

• Hold the line on spending.

290

35Lakeway

Lago Vista

Dripping 
Springs

1431

71

SEN. JUDITH ZAFFIRINI • DISTRICT 21

D-Laredo

Elected: 1987

512-463-0121

judith.zaffirini@
senate.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 
• Improve 

opportunities 
for higher 
education and 
early childhood 
education.

• Improve health 
and human 
services in general with a focus on the 
very young, the very old, the poor and 
persons with disabilities.

• Pass good bills and kill bad bills.

35

10
10

181

San 
Antonio

Laredo Corpus 
Christi

REP. EDDIE RODRIGUEZ • DISTRICT 51

D-Austin

Elected: 2002

512-463-0674

eddie.rodriguez@
house.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 
• Enable 

municipalities to 
provide property 
tax relief through 
a flat-dollar tax 
reduction similar 
to a flat-tax 
homestead exemption and review the 
overall appraisal process.

• Review the state’s economic incentive 
efforts so they may be more streamlined 
and transparent to allow citizens to see 
any return on those investments.

• Pass legislation that encourages public 
school districts to better prepare students 
for the workforce upon graduation.

35

Austin

Creedmoor

183
71

AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

MEET YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS FOR SAN MARCOS, BUDA AND KYLE

margins tax as well as property tax relief.
• Bring more accountability to the state’s 

road construction process. Campbell 
has voiced support for dedicating some 
of the motor vehicle sales tax funds to 
road construction.

• Improve education through school 
choice and other reforms. 

feature a budget surplus, and allocate 
funds in a fiscally responsible manner 
while also working toward relieving the 
tax burden on individuals.

• Use the Proposition 1 funding 
mechanism to fund sustainable, 
worthwhile road projects.

No candidate in the Jan. 6 special election to fill the vacated seat of former District 17 Rep. Tim Kleinschmidt received a 50 percent majority of votes. A runoff between John Cyrier and Brent Golemon will 
be held at a future date. For more election information, visit the website of the Texas Secretary of State, www.sos.state.tx.us. Dist. 17 includes Bastrop, Caldwell, Gonzales, Karnes and Lee counties. 

512-593-1764
4221 Benner Rd., Suite 200
Kyle, TX 78640

info@KohlersCrossingDental.com

Paulette Sanford, DDS

Featuring 
the latest 

laser 
technology!

KohlersCrossingDental.com

Kohler’s Crossing

In front of 
Plum Creek  
Golf Course

1626

COMING  

SOON
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Chances are we already  
know you and your kiddo.

No one knows you better. You trusted us to care for you 

during labor, delivery and your baby’s NICU stay. You can now trust us 

to care for your child. Have comfort in knowing that if you should need 

a hospital, we have a dedicated pediatric ER and access to experts in 

pediatric care available to you. She is the center of your world, and we 

promise she will be the center of ours. 

stdavids.com/kids

St. David’s Children’s Hospital is located at
St. David’s North Austin Medical Center (South Entrance)
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By JJ Velasquez
Progress on Buda’s $55 million 

bond program, which voters passed in 
November, is already being made and 
further implementation will begin in 
February when the city is expected to 
hire a program manager, Assistant City 
Manager Brian LaBorde said.

LaBorde said the city received bids 
on the bond projects from various 
firms in early January, and staff is 
expected to make a recommendation 
to council in February.

The program manager will oversee 
implementation of the bond proj-
ects, such as the construction of new 
municipal facilities.

A co-located city hall and public 
library as well as a new home for the 
city’s growing police department will be 
constructed. The cost of the two projects 
is $27.75 million.

Included in that is $1.7 million for 

the purchase of land on which to 
construct the buildings. On Jan. 
6, Buda City Council approved 
the purchase of 8.6 acres on Main 
Street, near downtown. The city 
purchased the land from D.L. Jar-
dine Foods, a food producer whose 
headquarters on Chisholm Trail is 
near the city’s Stagecoach Park.

The property is bound by four streets: 
Main, E. Loop Street, Chisholm Trail 
and Hawk Lane.

City Manager Kenneth Williams, 
who negotiated the deal along with the 
city’s real estate broker, said the land 
acquisition was a “great next step” in 
fulfilling the recommendations of the 
bond program.

“It’s ideal,” he said. “It’s a great loca-
tion for us. It keeps us centrally located 
… [and] accessible to everybody.”

Also on Jan. 6 the council voted 
to appoint seven members of the 

community to the advisory committee 
that will help prioritize projects for the 
bond’s parks projects, which include $8 
million in capital improvements. The 
committee will look at various projects 
listed in the city’s parks master plan.

LaBorde said the next step for the 
soon-to-be-hired program manager 
will be putting together a schedule of 
projects to implement and determining 
how and when to issue the bonds.

Call now for a free in-home estimate:  

512-831-3651
Visit our project gallery at GoFramelessAustin.com

FULLY INSURED | 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Go frameless!Go frameless!
Transform your outdated shower today!

All coupons in this ad can be combined!

*With new shower enclosure purchase. Mention code CI-0115 for discounts when calling.

$75 OFF 
Single Frameless 

Shower Door

$150 OFF
Multi-panel Frameless 

Shower Enclosure

FREE
Diamon-Fusion  

Glass Protectant*

100% LIFETIME WARRANTY

We’ll beat ANY competitive quote  
for frameless shower enclosures

Premium quality custom  
shower doors & tub enclosures 

Large variety of glass & hardware options
Family owned & operated

Buda takes initial steps toward 
implementing $55 million bond

New development 
awaits PID policy 
from city of Kyle
By JJ Velasquez

The developers of a master-planned com-
munity in Kyle are holding off on plans to 
establish a special district they say would 
accelerate development at no risk to the city.

Plum Creek, a mixed-use neighbor-
hood in the center of the city, is waiting 
until Kyle City Council carves out a policy 
setting forth criteria for acceptable public 
improvement district proposals.

“A policy needs to be put in place before 
we push anything like that through,” Plum 
Creek Project Manager Tony Spano said. 
“There is a right way and a wrong way to 
do it. We believe that council’s decision 
to put in place a policy prior to putting in 
place any PIDs is appropriate.”

A public improvement district, or PID, 
is a special district that funds the develop-
ment of certain infrastructural improve-
ments through assessments placed on 
properties within the district. The assess-
ments, which are paid in addition to prop-
erty taxes, are typically paid over a period 
of many years.

Special bonds, administered by the city, 
would be issued to pay for the projects.

The city is in litigation with an attorney 
whom it claims was illegally trying to col-
lect assessments on homes in a PID the city 
created years ago in a residential neighbor-
hood called Bunton Creek Village.

Since the issue arose, the city has said 
it would create a policy that would guide 
future decisions on PIDs.

Potential Plum Creek PID projects 
include expanding a hike and bike trail, 
constructing a roundabout at FM 1626 
and Kohler’s Crossing and regional 
detention ponds.

San Marcos code rewrite to be finalized in summer
By Brett Thorne

The city of San Marcos’ land develop-
ment code rewrite process—dubbed 
Code SMTX—began in mid-2014 and 
is expected to yield a rough draft in the 

spring. A final version is planned to go 
before council for a vote in the summer. 

“The comprehensive plan is the vision 
of, ‘Where do we want to direct growth, 
and how do we want to direct it?’ and 
this is the code that puts it in place,” City 
Permit Manager Abby Gillfillan said. 

Much of the work so far has focused 
on public outreach and feedback gather-
ing. The next phase of work will include 
writing the initial portions of the code. 

Gillfillan said much of the feedback 
so far has called for the city’s develop-
ment process to be streamlined, for 
development pressures on neighbor-
hoods to be removed through creation 
of preapproved locations for high-
density developments in the city and to 
protect neighborhood character. 

“One of the big pieces of feedback 
out of the code rodeo and all of our 
meetings, [residents] really wanted to 
go a little past the idea of neighborhood 
character studies and get to a neighbor-
hood plan,” Gillfillan said. 

As a result the city will begin the 
process of creating a neighborhood 
plan in the spring. Additionally, on 
March 3–5 the city will host a public 
workshop related to the environmen-
tal regulations within the code. The 
environmental portion of the code 
will focus largely on tree protection 
and how to protect water quality and 
quantity within the city. 

For more information visit impactnews.com

For more information visit impactnews.com

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Search

Plum Creek, PID, FM 1626, Kohler’s Crossing
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Buda bags Main 
Street property
On Jan. 6, Buda City 
Council finalized its 
acquisition of 8.6 acres 
purchased from D.L. 
Jardine Foods, a Buda-
based food producer. 
The land, which cost 
$1.7 million, will be the 
site of the city's new 
co-located city hall and 
public library as well 
as a new police depart-
ment headquarters.

Source: City of Buda

Timeline of events
Feb. 3 
• Code SMTX ThinkTank recommendation to 
council to create neighborhood plans
March 3–5 
• Environmental workshop
Spring 2015 
• Kickoff of the neighborhood plan process
Spring 2015 
• The public is invited to comment on the  
  first draft of Code SMTX
Summer 2015 
• City Council adoption of a final draft of the code
Late summer 2015 
• City staff training on the new code

SPECIAL SECTION
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Last year these businesses 
opened, were coming soon or 
relocated. Here are updates on 
how they are doing now.

Owner James Rios said his Kyle dance hall 
will begin hosting live music in 2015.

By JJ Velasquez
In November, Kyle dance hall Des-

perados became one of the city’s first 
businesses to serve alcohol past 1 a.m. 
after owner James Rios lobbied Kyle 
City Council to change the city’s rules 
regarding bar hours.

Rios, who also owns Centerfield 
Sports Bar next door to the dance hall, 
said the community has been very 
receptive to his entertainment venue, 
which has drawn visitors from Round 
Rock and Hutto, he said.

“The word [about Desperados] has 
been getting out,” he said. “My expec-
tations are being exceeded already.”

In 2015 customers can expect to see 
the business’s exterior renovated and 
live music implemented, Rios said, 
adding he hopes to begin operating on 
Wednesday nights soon.

Desperados

110 W. Center St., Kyle
512-504-9118
Hours: Thu.–Sat. 8 p.m.–2 a.m.

Entry Fee
Pre-registration:  $40 

Get in Gear 
facebook.com/smmagearup10milerun 
Register at http://bit.ly/GearUp2015 

or call 512.396.4200 ext. 239

Support local scholarships 
and join the fun.  You will

receive a long-sleeved 
high-tech shirt.

10 Mile Run
Sunday, Feb. 8, 2015
Tanger Outlet Center

San Marcos
50% OFF

1ST MONTH’S TUITION
Cannot be combined. One per customer. Expires 2-18-15.

Ballet • Pointe • Tap • Jazz • Contemporary • Mommy, Daddy & Me
CLASSES ARE LIMITED - RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY!

Central Texas Ballet Conservatory
Discipline. Harmony. Perseverance.

• MOMMY, DADDY & ME DANCE CLASS [18 months+]

• BALLET, TAP AND BALLET + TAP COMBO CLASSES [3yr+] 

• MOTHER'S MORNING OUT: Mondays 9am-12pm [2.5-4yr]

• WEAR YOUR BABY BALLET FITNESS:  
For new & expecting mothers, babies up to 18 months

512-396-8736 • CentralTXBallet.com • 101 E. Hopkins St. • San Marcos, TX

Sophia Downing moved her business to 804 
I-35 Frontage Road, San Marcos, in 2014. 

B
re

tt
 T

ho
rn

e

JJ
 V

el
as

q
ue

z

Center St.

M
ai

n 
S

t.

O
ld

 H
w

y.
 8

1

150

35

By Brett Thorne
Sophia Downing said she wants to 

emphasize the importance of learn-
ing at an early age. Her business, Lil’ 
Bobcats Early Leaning Center, opened 
Nov. 5, 2013, and was forced to close 
in late 2014 after the landlord sold the 
property. She reopened the business in 
November at 804 I-35 Frontage Road, 
San Marcos, and has been rebuilding 
her enrollment numbers, she said.

“People are starting to find us again,” 
Downing said. “That’s a good thing.”

Downing said her focus at the 
early learning center is to make sure 
children are prepared for preschool 
or elementary school. Downing uses 
games and language exercises, but no 
matter what the activity, she said the 
focus is on learning. 

Lil’ Bobcats Early Learning Center 
accepts children ages 2 months to 5 
years.

Lil’ Bobcats Early 
Learning Center

804 I-35 Frontage Road, San Marcos
512-804-6834
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 7 a.m.–6:45 p.m. and  
7 p.m.–9 p.m. (Bobcats Afterhours),  
Sat. 9 a.m.-9 p.m.

Kent Black’s Barbecue, which features a 
bar and hosts live music, opened in June.

By Brett Thorne
Kent Black’s Barbecue was the 

Black family’s first foray outside of 
Lockhart, where they have served 
brisket, sausage, ribs and other bar-
becue staples at Black’s Barbecue for 
82 years. 

Owner Kent Black said the launch 
of the new business, located at 510 
Hull St., San Marcos, and using the 
same recipes as the Lockhart loca-
tion, has exceeded his expectations. In 
2015 he hopes to build the restaurant’s 
catering business, bring in more live 
music and increase awareness about 
the restaurant’s bar, which sells a vari-
ety of craft beers and liquor. 

By JJ Velasquez 
Summer Moon Coffee opened 

on Buda’s Main Street in April and 
has fit right in, said Bruce Karnes, a 
roaster and co-owner of the business.

“We’ve been really well-received,” 
Karnes said. “We’ve had some really 
good support here. It’s been a really 
good fit for the community [and a] 
good fit for us.”

Summer Moon serves espresso, tea 
and noncaffeinated drinks. 

In 2015 additional services may 
include a “virtual drive-thru” allow-
ing customers to order drinks online 
and have an employee take orders to 
their car parked in Summer Moon’s 
lot, Karnes said. 

Kent Black’s 
Barbecue

Summer Moon Coffee
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316 N. Main St., Ste. A, Buda
512-312-4901
www.woodfiredcoffee.com
Twitter: @sipsummermoon
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 6 a.m.–8 p.m., 
Sat.–Sun. 8 a.m.–8 p.m.

Summer Moon Coffee’s baristas may be 
carhops, too, in 2015, said a co-owner.
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510 Hull St., San Marcos
512-878-0795
www.kentblacksbbq.com
Twitter: @kentblacksbbq
Hours: Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.,  
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–11 p.m.
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Dunkin’ Donuts/Baskin-Robbins 
20371 N. I-35, Kyle 
512-504-9578 

Middleton Brewing 
101 Oakwood Loop, San Marcos 
512-847-3435 
www.middletonbrewingtx.com

Pie Society 
700 N. LBJ Drive, 
Ste. 107, San Marcos 
512-805-8900 • www.piesmtx.com

Wink Clothing Boutique 
606 Main St., Buda 
512-962-5260

NOTABLE OPENINGS IN 2014
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Here is a recap of last year’s big news and updates 
on what is happening now with area schools.

HAYS  CISD After passing its first 
bond package since 2008, Hays 
CISD is aiming to make progress on 
the $59.1 million in projects voters 
approved last year.

Board President Robert Limon said 
he is excited to see the projects come 
to fruition, especially the $35 million 
construction of a new middle school.

The middle school will begin con-
struction on Dacy Lane in Kyle in the 
spring and is scheduled for completion 
by the 2016–17 school year, Limon said.

“It’s been a long time coming,” he 
said. “The kids in that far eastern part 
of the district who go to Barton [Middle 
School], some of them are on the bus for 
an hour. This is going to alleviate a lot of 
that wasted time for the kids.”

Limon, along with the rest of the 
Hays CISD board of trustees, voted in 
December to approve the architectural 
designs for the new middle school. 

Limon also said the district’s “drive 
your own device” initiative is under-
way, which encourages students to 
bring their own mobile device to school 
for use in the classroom.

In addition, trustees chose to pur-
chase iPads for a bond-funded program 

SAN MARCOS CISD Officials in 
San Marcos CISD anticipate opening 
a new student activity center by the 
end of January, Assistant Superin-
tendent Karen Griffith said. Other 
projects slated for completion in the 
near future include the Bonham Pre-
Kindergarten School at 1225 N. Hwy. 
123 and classroom additions at Miller 
Middle School. 

The new activity center will feature 
a 60-yard football field with an end 
zone, a 94-foot basketball court and 
nets for baseball and softball batting 
practice, among other amenities. 

In December, the SMCISD board 
of trustees approved transferring 
nearly $1.3 million from the district’s 
fund balance to cover various bond 
projects that came in over budget.

The move was made necessary 
after it was found expenses were 
going to be higher than originally 
anticipated. 

Superintendent Mark Eads said 
the district has $29 million in its 
fund balance. 

“We are heroes in this process 
regarding what we’ve done with our 
budget and our construction,” Eads 
said. “We’re coming in way below the 

price per square foot.”
Darren Kirbo, vice president of 

Huckabee, the architecture firm 
handling the projects, said the district 
has tightened the budget wherever 
possible, but construction costs have 
been rising throughout Texas. 

Hays CISD moves bond projects forward

San Marcos CISD anticipates opening of 
student rec center, pre-K in early 2015

• May 10: Teresa Tobias, Willie Tenorio 
and Sandra Bryant win their respec-
tive races for a place on the board 
of trustees. Voters also approve the 
district’s $59.1 million bond.

• Aug. 28: The Hays CISD board of 
trustees unanimously decides to 
locate its sixth middle school, which 
will be funded by the bond issue 
approved in May, on Dacy Lane. The 
site is in Kyle’s unincorporated area.

• Nov. 15: Superintendent Michael 
McKie announces Hays CISD’s 
enrollment has exceeded 18,000 for 
the first time in its history with a total 
enrollment of 18,005.

• Dec. 15: Lucio Calzada Jr. is se-
lected as Hays CISD’s new assistant 
superintendent of secondary schools. 
The board of trustees unanimously 
approved the hiring.

2014 HIGHLIGHTS • May 3: Crockett Elementary School 
teacher Connie Bagley is awarded 
the H-E-B Excellence in Educa-
tion Lifetime Achievement Award. 
The award recognizes teachers 
with more than 20 years of educa-
tion experience and awards them 
$25,000 individually and $25,000 for 
their school.

• May 5–6: San Marcos High School 
and the Phoenix Learning Center 
graduate 520 students.

• June 18: Superintendent Mark Eads 
is named Superintendent of the 
Year for Region 13, which covers 
much of Central Texas and includes 
60 school districts and 16 counties.

• Oct. 17: The San Marcos Toyota 
Rattler Stadium opens, after rains 
delay the originally scheduled open-
ing Oct. 3. The stadium, which has 
a 5,000-spectator capacity, was 
built using $18.4 million from a 2013 
bond election.

2014 HIGHLIGHTS

education
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that will place a mobile device in every 
district classroom.

To accommodate more demand for 
Wi-Fi, the district’s wireless infrastruc-
ture will be upgraded. Phase 1 of the 
upgrades will be completed by spring, 
district officials said. Upgrades at elemen-
tary schools will begin summer 2015.

Compiled by Brett Thorne and JJ Velasquez

512-878-0795 
500 Hull St. • San Marcos, TXFREE 
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with any $5 food purchase.
Must present offer. Cannot be combined. 

One offer per person. Expires 2-18-15.

KentBlacksBBQ.comKentBlacksBBQ.com

Pit master Kent Black brings Lockhart style BBQ to San Marcos
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Medpark 
Hearing Center

&
San Marcos Ear, Nose and Th roat

Whether it’s earwax removal, middle ear infection, 
conductive (medically treatable) or sensori neural 

(permanent) hearing loss, we can address and 
treat all of your auditory conditions in the most 

professional and timely manner.

FREE HEARING SCREENING & 
IN-HOUSE REPAIRS ON ANY BRAND!

Anthony Atencio, HIS
Hearing Instrument Specialist

Edward Tomaneng, MD
Ear, Nose & Th roat Specialist

512-353-8899
MedparkHearingCenter.com

2000 B&C Medical Parkway • San Marcos, TX 78666

1180 Seton Pkwy., Suite 240 • Kyle, Texas 78640 • 512.268.0286 • Mon.-Fri.: 8pm-5pm

• Laser Resurfacing 
• Photofacials • Spa Facials

• Waxing & Tinting

$20.00 OFF 
ANY SPA SERVICE 

 - OR -
$50.00 OFF 

ANY LASER TREATMENT
Must present this ad to receive offer. Individual not required  
to be a patient. Discount varies according to treatment area.  

One offer per person, cannot be combined. Exp. 2-18-15.

OBSTETRICS | GYNECOLOGY | SPA SERVICES

 Melanie Ortiz, Esthetician

HaysWomensHealth.com

This is not an offer to extend consumer credit as defined by Section 226.2 of Regulation Z. Rates and 
terms subject to change. Greater TEXAS Federal Credit Union (NMLS# 450182) offers mortgage loans 
by partnership with CU Members Mortgage, A division of Colonial Savings, F.A. (NMLS# 401285). 

Homeownership
The American 

Dream Begins At 
Your Credit Union

In partnership with  
CU Members 

Mortgage, we offer 
various loan programs 

to fit your financial 
objectives. 

From new home loans 
to refinances. 

Visit us online for 
more details. 
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San marcos city council

buda City COuncil

kyle City COuncil

hays county commissioners court
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The 2014–15 San Mar-
cos City Council, from 
left: Jane Hughson, Jude 
Prather, Ryan Thomason, 
Mayor Daniel Guerrero, 
John Thomaides, Shane 
Scott and Lisa Prewitt 

The 2014–15 Buda City 
Council, from left: George 
Haehn, Angela Dean 
Kennedy, Wiley Hopkins, 
Jose Montoya, Eileen 
Altmiller, Bobby Lane and 
Mayor Todd Ruge

The 2014–15 Kyle City 
Council, from left: Samantha 
Bellows-LeMense; Becky 
Selbera; Mayor Todd Web-
ster; Diane Hervol; James 
Collins, Kyle Area Youth 
Advisory Council representa-
tive; Shane Arabie; Tammy 
Swaton and David Wilson

The 2014–15 Hays 
County Commissioners 
Court, from left: Mark 
Jones, Debbie Gonzales-
Ingalsbe, Judge Bert 
Cobb, Will Conley and 
Ray Whisenant

Top issues for 2015
• Road projects

Guerrero said he expects City Council 
to make decisions on road projects in 
the city, including the Aquarena Springs 
Drive overpass, slated to begin con-
struction in May. 

• The drought
Guerrero said he anticipates the city 
will be faced with decisions about how 
to address the ongoing drought in 
Central Texas. 

• Public safety
Guerrero said city leaders need to make 
sure they are “keeping up, if not catch-
ing up” to demand for public safety 
services, including police and fire safety.

Top issues for 2015
• Bond projects  

In February the city expects to hire 
a bond program manager, who will 
help schedule and manage the 
implementation of the bond package. 

• Water rights  
The city will continue to explore 
opportunities to diversify its future water 
rights. It currently has two sources: the 
Guadalupe-Blanco River watershed and 
the Edwards Aquifer.

• Master plans  
The city will continue to implement its 
various master plans, including  
$8 million in bond funds for projects 
from the parks master plan.

Top issues in 2015
• Road bond projects  

The state of the five road bond projects 
will continue to be priorities for the 
council. Bunton Creek Road may receive 
temporary fixes if it is not one of the first 
projects completed, Webster said.

• Economic development  
The city is hoping to land employers 
who can provide a range of economic 
opportunities, from white-collar jobs to 
skilled labor, he said. 

• Master plans  
Webster said transportation and economic 
development master plans have been 
funded and, once complete, will guide 
decision-making in those areas for the 
foreseeable future.

Top issues for 2015
• Growth

County Judge Bert Cobb said ensuring 
infrastructure can support new Hays 
County residents will continue to be a 
major issue in 2015. 

• Unified fire code
Growing interest in creating a unified 
fire code for the entire county could 
have far-reaching effects on residential 
and commercial properties, Cobb said.

• Road projects
Continued work on FM 110, the Posey 
Road bridge and the Yarrington Road 
bridge will help guide future develop-
ment in the county, Cobb said. 

Big decisions in 2014
• Smoking ordinance

Mayor Daniel Guerrero said implementa-
tion of an ordinance banning smoking on 
city property and inside businesses was 
a major accomplishment in 2014. 

• La Cima
Council opened the door for future de-
velopment of executive housing through 
an agreement with the developers of the 
La Cima neighborhood, to be built out-
side the city’s southern border, he said. 

• Lone Star Rail
The city approved using a portion of prop-
erty tax in certain areas to support Lone 
Star Rail, a rail system that would operate 
between Georgetown and San Antonio. 

Big decisions made in 2014
• Property tax rate  

The city lowered its property tax rate 
from 29.79 cents to 29.78 cents per 
$100 of valuation. 

• Bond passage  
In November voters passed all 
five propositions of a $55 million 
bond program that will fund capital 
improvement projects, including a new 
co-located city hall and public library 
as well as a new police headquarters.

• Downtown master plan  
In December, Buda City Council 
adopted a downtown master plan, 
which will guide future downtown 
development.

Big decisions in 2014
• City manager hire 

On Nov. 18, City Council unanimously 
chose Kilgore City Manager Scott Sellers 
to become its next city manager.

• Road bond

Mayor Todd Webster said Kyle City 
Council shaved “eight months to a 
year” off the process to implement 
designs for the road bond projects that 
were approved by voters in May 2013.

• Public safety

The Kyle Police Department updated 
its vehicle fleet, added five officers and 
purchased firearms for its force, which 
had been using personally owned 
firearms previously.

Big decisions made in 2014
• The Hays County Jail

In 2014, Hays County began planning for a 
new county jail. A bond to fund construction 
could potentially be put to voters in 2015.  

• Veterans Court
In early 2014, commissioners created a 
court geared toward veterans who have 
committed a misdemeanor and are dealing 
with side effects related to hazardous 
military duty.

• Road construction
Progress was made on many bond-funded 
road construction projects in 2014. 
Construction began on the Yarrington 
Road bridge and pieces of FM 110 and FM 
1626 were completed.

Meetings
City Council meets at 
5:30 p.m. the first and third 
Tuesday of each month.
City Hall, 630 E. Hopkins 
St., San Marcos
512-393-8000  
www.ci.san-marcos.tx.us

Meetings
City Council meets at  
6:30 p.m. the first and third 
Tuesday of each month.
Buda City Hall 
121 Main St., Buda 
512-312-0084 
www.ci.buda.tx.us

Meetings
City Council meets at  
7 p.m. the first and third 
Tuesday of each month.
Kyle City Hall, 100 W. 
Center St., Kyle
512-262-1010
www.cityofkyle.com

Meetings
Hays Co. Commissioners 
Court meets Tuesdays  
at 9 a.m.
County Courthouse,111 San 
Antonio St., San Marcos
512-393-2205  
www.co.hays.tx.us

TV coverage
Meetings are broadcast 
on Time Warner Cable’s 
Channel 10 and Grande 
Channel 16. Meetings are 
also streamed online at  
www.ci.san-marcos.
tx.us/videos.

Media coverage
Buda City Council meet-
ings are streamed online 
and archived at  
www.ci.buda.tx.us/index.
aspx?NID=390.

TV coverage
Kyle City Council 
meetings are 
streamed online 
at www.ustream.
tv/channel/kyle-
city-council.

TV Coverage
Commissioners Court 
meetings are streamed 
online at www.co.hays.
tx.us/court-video.aspx.

Terms and  
compensation
The mayor receives a 
stipend of $1,200 each 
month; council members 
receive stipends of $950 
each month. Each member 
serves four-year terms.

Terms and  
compensation
The mayor and council 
members earn $75 and 
$50 stipends per meeting, 
respectively. Each member 
serves three-year terms.

Terms and compensation
The mayor and City Council 
members earn $100 and $50 per 
meeting, respectively. Mayor Todd 
Webster and council members David 
Wilson, Shane Arabie and Diane 
Hervol declined their stipends. Each 
member serves three-year terms.

Terms and  
compensation
The county judge earns 
$84,668.04 annually, and 
each commissioner earns 
$71,074.08. Each member 
serves four-year terms.
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Compiled by Brett Thorne and JJ Velasquez
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Compiled by Community 
Impact Newspaper staff 
This transportation 
update includes projects 
that have regional 
significance or will 
provide much-needed 
mobility in the Austin 
metro area. 

Austin-Bergstrom 
International Airport

1

2

2

4

3

RVLandTX.com
23401 I-35 (Exit 210) • Kyle, TX 78640
512-234-MYRV (6978) • 888-435-0789

*Payment based 
off of $2,000 down 
at 5.99% for 144 
months W.A.C. 
Stock No. 10668. 
**Plus TT&L. 
Stock No. 04578. 
***Payment based 
off of $5,175 down 
at 5.99% for 240 
months W.A.C. 
Stock #90955

$16,883**

2015 SHASTA  
OASIS 25RS

$359.21
MO*** 

2015 HEARTLAND ELKRIDGE 38RSRT 
• Sleeps 8-10
• 5 Slide-outs 

• 2 Full Bathrooms 
• Outside Kitchen

• 1 Slide-out
• Sleeps 8

• Electric awning

$158.89
MO* 

2015 SHASTA  
AIRFLYTE 
RE-ISSUE

Map not to scale

Project areas

Toll roads

Roads

110Yarrington Rd.

Kohler’s 
Crossing

PROJECT 
CONNECT

The regional transportation plan 
is designed to improve mobility 
in Central Texas. Project Connect 
launched in 2013 and is spearheaded 
by the city of Austin, Capital Metro 
and the Lone Star Rail District, which 
is planning a regional passenger rail 
from San Antonio to Georgetown.

Capital Metro is continuing to meet 
with cities located in the Project 
Connect North Corridor, an area from 
downtown Austin to Georgetown, 
to discuss funding a plan to expand 
bus and rail service to Georgetown, 
Hutto, Pflugerville and Round Rock. 
Meetings with these jurisdictions will 
continue throughout 2015.

Project Connect will include a variety 
of transit options, such as bus-rapid 
transit, express buses and rail. The 
North Corridor was deemed the 
highest-priority corridor, and Project 
Connect planners approved the 
locally preferred alternative plan in 
April. Voters turned down a plan for 
urban rail in the Central Corridor, 
comprising downtown Austin, in 
November.

If Project Connect planners find 
funding they will next study either 
the East Corridor from downtown to 
East Austin or the South Corridor to 
Buda, Kyle and San Marcos.

San Marcos  
Regional Airport
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AIRPORTS

1 Austin-Bergstrom  
International Airport

In 2014 the airport added nonstop flights 
to London and increased the number 
of nonstop daily flights to Cancun, Los 
Angeles and San Francisco. In December 
the airport opened an expansion in the 
east wing, said Jim Halbrook, airport 
public information and marketing 
program manager. On the addition’s 
lower level an expanded customs area 
doubles the airport’s ability to process 
incoming international passengers from 
about 200 to 400 passengers per hour.

The east wing expansion’s upper level 
will be completed in the summer, which 
will include more Transportation Security 
Administration screening lanes to 
improve passenger flow. 

2  San Marcos Regional Airport

As part of a rebranding effort the 
airport’s name was changed from 
San Marcos Municipal Airport in 
2014, said Cassidy Berenato, director 
of marketing and administration 
for airport manager Texas Aviation 
Partners. TAP also presented its five-
year strategic plan for the airport to 
San Marcos City Council. The plan 
includes helping the city market the 
airport for non-aviation uses.

TxDOT approved $350,000 for a 
safety fence and access gates along 
Airport Drive, and the city appropriated 
$100,000 for a new parking lot. Both 
projects will start construction in 2015. 

CARTS

The Capital Area Rural 
Transportation System’s 
interurban bus service added new 
communities to its routes, which 
already include several Central 
Texas cities such as Georgetown, 
Pflugerville, Round Rock and San 
Marcos. The interurban coach 
added stops in LaGrange, Giddings, 
Paige, Smithville and Elgin starting 
Jan. 5. San Marcos riders will notice 
new signage, and the fare is now $1 
for one-way trips. Americans with 
Disabilities Act-eligible applicants 
and seniors receive 50 percent 
discounts. New daily and monthly passes are available for $2 and $30, respectively. 
Also, fixed routes in the city feature more frequent stops. www.ridecarts.com

Lone Star Rail

In late 2014 the city of Austin committed 50 percent of all new property tax 
generated in the specified zones surrounding the Lone Star Rail District’s proposed 
Austin stations to help fund the regional commuter rail system, which would 
service cities between Georgetown and San Antonio. The district reached similar 
agreements with the city of San Marcos and Austin Community College in 2014. 
In 2015, Joe Black, Lone Star Rail District director, said he anticipates working on 
similar agreements with other cities and continuing the rail’s environmental impact 
study. The total cost of the project is estimated at $1.8 billion.

ROADS

 1  I-35

This project, which is still in its early 
stages, could include removal of 
the existing Posey Road bridge over 
I-35 in San Marcos, reversals of six 
entrance and exit ramps, conversion 
of frontage roads from two-way traffic 
to one-way and possible adjustments 
to allow for a future transportation 
corridor on I-35. Hays County is 
planning to hold public meetings 
about the road in the spring.  

Timeline: TBD 
Cost: $21 million

2  FM 967

This project will widen FM 967, currently 
a two-lane road, to include a center 
turn lane for 2.6 miles between Cole 
Springs Road and FM 1626 in Buda. 
Work completed to date includes tree 
removal, relocation of local utilities and 
clearing of right of way. 

Timeline: July 2014–late summer 
Cost: $4.4 million

3  Aquarena Springs  
      Drive overpass

The Aquarena Springs Drive overpass 
project will construct a bridge over 
the railroad tracks on Aquarena 
Springs Drive near Bobcat Stadium 
in San Marcos. The bridge will span 
from Mill Street to just east of Charles 

Austin Drive and will include two lanes 
in either direction as well as a median 
and 5-foot-wide shoulders. 

Timeline: Summer 2015–late 2017 
Cost: $20.73 million

4  FM 150

In 2014 work began on the FM 150 
Character Plan, which aims to create 
a roadmap for the future expansion 
of FM 150, a two-lane county road 
traveling from Kyle to Dripping 
Springs. Arin Gray, spokeswoman 
for the Hays County project, said 
residents probably will not see 
construction related to the study for 
at least 10 years. Much of the work so 
far has included public outreach and 
formation of a citizens advisory panel. 
Gray said she anticipates more public 
meetings in early 2015. 

Timeline: TBD 
Cost: TBD

5  FM 110

Design is underway on the 11.25-mile 
FM 110 in San Marcos. Engineering 
responsibilities are being shared 
by Binkley and Barfield, KCI and 
LJA Engineering. The project, also 
known as the San Marcos Loop, will 
give travelers on I-35 the option of 
bypassing traffic on the highway. 

Timeline: Late 2015–late 2017 
Cost: $44 million

TOLL ROADS

The Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority is an independent agency that oversees 
several toll road projects in the region—including those listed below—and coordinates 
with other transportation agencies, including the Texas Department of Transportation.

Toll increases

In December the Mobility Authority and 
TxDOT announced toll rates would be 
increasing on all Austin-area toll roads 
effective Jan. 1. The increases range from 
1 to 3 cents per tolling station. For new 
rates visit www.mobilityauthority.org or 
www.txtag.org.

1  MoPac Improvement Project

Construction began in December 2013 
on the 11-mile project that stretches from 
Parmer Lane to just north of Lady Bird 
Lake. The project will add one toll lane 
in each direction. Tolls will be adjusted 
based on real-time traffic volumes and 
will increase when traffic is heavier. 
www.mopacexpress.com 

Timeline: Late 2015 completion 
Cost: $204 million

2  MoPac South

The Mobility Authority began an 
environmental study in 2013 on MoPac 
from Cesar Chavez Street to Slaughter 
Lane. Options for improving mobility 
include adding express toll lanes. 
Community meetings are underway and 
will continue throughout the study. 
www.mopacsouth.com

Timeline: Study to be complete by 2016 
Cost: TBD

3  SH 71

TxDOT is working on a design-build 
project that will add one toll lane in each 
direction from Presidential Boulevard 
to SH 130. The project will feature a 
bridge over FM 973 and SH 130. Upon 
completion of construction, the Mobility 

Authority will operate the toll facilities.

Timeline: Late 2016 completion 
Cost: $141 million

4  SH 45 SW

TxDOT launched an environmental study 
on the limited-access, four-lane, 3.6-mile 
toll road connecting Loop 1 to FM 1626 in 
Hays County in June 2013 and released 

a draft environmental document in June 
2014. Construction will only occur if a 
build alternative is approved.

Timeline: Final environmental impact 
statement expected to be released  
in February 
Cost: $100 million (Capital Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization 
estimate)
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The 11-mile, $204 million MoPac Improvement Project is scheduled to be completed in late 
2015. Improvements include adding one new toll lane in each direction. 

In May the Texas Department of Transportation will begin a construction project that will 
build an overpass over the Union Pacific railroad on Aquarena Springs Drive.

The Capital Area Rural Transportation System 
has rebranded its buses and much of its 
signage throughout San Marcos. One-way 
fares are $1. 
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Lilypad Farm
Local farmer hopes to reap growth in 2015

Sage Hill Inn Above Onion Creek
Take a load off: Inn promotes spa services, dining
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San Marcos business Lilypad Farms uses aquaponics to grow its crops. 

Sage Hill Inn Above Onion Creek sources 
many of its veggies from a nearby garden.

By Brett Thorne

By Brett Thorne

Adam Harwood’s San Mar-
cos business Lilypad Farm 
is maintaining its focus on 

growing food sustainably through 
aquaponics—the combination of fish 
and plants in a recirculating system—
but training the next generation of 
aquaculturists will be one of the busi-
ness’ biggest focuses in 2015, he said. 

 Harwood said he hopes to begin a 
partnership with the Gary Job Corps 
in San Marcos that will provide 
aquaponics training to students at 
the facility. 

In January, Harwood was also in 
negotiations with H-E-B to supply 

A new spa, expanded vegeta-
ble garden and new name 
highlighted a busy 2014 

at the Sage Hill Inn Above Onion 
Creek, inn keeper Amy Dolan said.

The inn, which added “Sage Hill” 
to its moniker in 2014, also boasts 
scenic hill country views, hiking 
trails, a spa and restaurant.

Gardener Lori Green said the 
restaurant’s head chef will take 
weekly walks through the inn’s 
recently expanded garden to see 
what vegetables he can use in that 
week’s recipes. 

“He creates the menu each week 
based on what we have,” Green said. 

In 2015, Dolan said she wants to 
focus on getting the word out to Hays 
County residents that the spa services 
and restaurant are available to every-
one, regardless of whether they are 
residing at the inn.

“We would love to be able to 
have more people come for dinner,” 
Dolan said. “That’s what we’re try-
ing to figure out … how do we let 
people know that you don’t have to 
be a guest here.”

4444 W. FM 150, Kyle
512-268-1617
www.sagehill.com
Hours: Mon.–Sun. 8 a.m.–7 p.m.

Onion Creek

150

150

3010 Hwy. 621, San Marcos
512-667-8100
www.globalaquaponics.net
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 9–4 p.m.

123

621
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the grocer with his farm’s fresh 
produce. 

“The legacy is that we’re going to 
feed the world,” he said. “We want 
to make sure there are no more 
hungry people.”

Debbie McCulloch, Texas Oncology Patient

You don’t have to travel to get the cancer-fi ghting treatment 

you need. Texas Oncology has more than 375 physicians 

who bring leading-edge technology and research to more 

than 150 locations across Texas, so you can fi ght cancer 

with your loved ones by your side.

FIGHT CANCER
without going too far from home.

AUSTIN  •  BASTROP  •  CEDAR PARK

HARKER HEIGHTS  •  KYLE  •  LAKEWAY

MARBLE FALLS  •  ROUND ROCK

SAN MARCOS  •  SMITHVILLE

1-888-864-4226  •  www.TexasOncology.com/Austin
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East Buffet
Chinese restaurant thriving in downtown Kyle

Willie’s Joint Bar & BBQ
Buda barbecue restaurant adds menu items
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East Buffet owner JJ Xiao said he is optimistic about business in downtown Kyle.

Greg Henry said he hopes to further develop Willie’s Joint’s outdoor area. 

By Brett Thorne

By JJ Velasquez

W illie’s Joint owner Greg 
Henry said in his restau-
rant’s first six months 

of business he has been listening to 
the community and making tweaks 
to better satisfy customers. Those 
changes have brought new menu 
items including sliced brisket and 
Frito pie as well as a new order-
taking system that brings customers’ 
food to their tables. 

“There are a lot of things that 
people suggested, and we took most 
of them into account and made some 
changes,” Henry said. “The commu-
nity has really supported us big time 
with the concept and what’s going on.”

Henry said in 2015 the restaurant 

J J Xiao said downtown Kyle 
turned out to be a very good 
part of the city to open his Chi-

nese restaurant, East Buffet.
The restaurateur, who moved to 

Kyle from Pearsall in 2013, said he 
initially looked into leasing space near 
the H-E-B Plus on FM 1626, but found 
the prices to be out of his range.

The restaurant features dishes such 
as General Tso’s chicken and coconut 
shrimp. The restaurant also offers 
weekday lunch and dinner buffets for 
$7.25 and $9.75 respectively. 

With more businesses slated to 
come to the historic district in 2015, 

103 W. Center St., Kyle
512-262-0070
www.kyleeastbuffet.com
Hours: Sun.–Thu. 11 a.m.–9:30 p.m., 
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.
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824 Main St., Buda
512-295-0483
www.williesjoint.com
Hours: Mon.–Thu. 4 p.m.–midnight; 
Fri., Sun. 11 a.m.–midnight;  
Sat. 11 a.m.–1 a.m.

35

Main St.

Cabela’s Dr.967

he is looking forward to more success.
“In 2015 maybe we will have more 

people coming to downtown Kyle,” 
Xiao said.

Other changes in store for the new 
year include tweaking the special food 
items that the restaurant features on 
weekends, he said.

STONEWORK 
DONE RIGHT

Travertine  |  Marble  |  Saltillo  |  Terrazzo  |  Slate
Basic to full restoration  |  Strip and polish

836-8900
www.KandMsteamcleaning.com

13 Yr. Accredited 
Member of the  
Better Business Bureau

We Use IICRC Recommended  
Environmentally Friendly Products

Before

After

“Quality Service You Can Trust”
Locally Owned & Operated 

Insured & Bonded

S

Before

After

Services do not include the city of San Marcos.

will expand its outdoor bar and 
continue growing its catering busi-
ness, which Henry said has become 
very popular since the restaurant 
opened in July. 

The restaurant also hosts live 
music most Fridays and Saturdays 
and has a happy hour every day 
from 4 to 7 p.m.
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holiday decorations at the company’s 
Creedmoor facility. The materials are 
converted to products such as mulch and 
compost through the TDS composting 
division. The compost and mulch are 
available at all Garden-Ville locations. 7 
a.m.–dusk (Mon.–Sat.). Free. Texas Disposal 
Systems, 3016 FM 1327, Creedmoor.  
512-421-1362. www.texasdisposal.com.  
Twitter: @texasdisposal

28 Meet the Media Coffee Talk
Downtown San Marcos’ small-

business owners are invited to the San 
Marcos Main Street Program headquarters 
for a discussion with local media members 
about ways to promote their businesses. 
8:30–9:30 a.m. Free. Main Street office, 317 
N. LBJ Drive, San Marcos. 512-393-8430

February

WHEREVER YOU GO, YOU’RE HOME

Go Places They say that ‘home is where the heart is’ and 
your home away from home makes vacationing 
even happier. Join us at the 2015 Austin RV Expo 
to explore the possibilities.

THE AUSTIN RV EXPO 
Feb 12-15, 2015 • Austin Convention Center

austinrvexpo.com

January

‘Homegrown Austin Music  
Posters, 1967–1982’, ongoing
The Wittliff Collections at Texas State 
play host to this collection of more than 
125 vintage posters chronicling Austin’s 
music scene from 1967–82. Many posters 
are hand-drawn and use psychedelic 
and punk styles. The exhibit is on display 
through much of the spring semester, and 
a reception is held March 1 at the Wittliff 
Collections. The reception features a book-
signing of the “Homegrown” exhibit catalog, 
available from UT Press. Books are sold 
at the March 1 event. 8 a.m.–5 p.m. (daily) 
Free. Wittliff Collections at Texas State 
University, Alkek Library. 512-245-2313

22 through 31 
Christmas tree drop-off

Texas Disposal Systems accepts Christmas 
trees, holly, pumpkins and other organic 

CALENDAR

Gear Up 10-mile run
The third iteration of the 
San Marcos Manufacturers 

Association’s largest annual fundraiser 
takes runners on a course through 
the Tanger Outlet Center. The first two 
runs have raised more than $20,000 for 
scholarships for local students seeking 
higher education. Awards are presented to 
top male and female competitors in each 
age group. 7 a.m. $40 (registration on or 
before Feb. 4), $50 (registration after Feb. 
4). Early packet pickup: Core Running Co., 
111 E. Hopkins St., San Marcos. Race 
location and race day packet pickup: 
Tanger Outlet Center, 4015 N. I-35, San 
Marcos. 512-753-3676
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Featured EVENT

Compiled by Brett Thorne

Sponsored by

Find more or submit San Marcos, 
Buda or Kyle events at  
impactnews.com/sbk-calendar.

To have San Marcos, Buda or Kyle 
events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted online 
by the fourth Friday of the month.

Online calendar
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   Port Aransas Tour  
of Homes
The Port Aransas Garden 

Club hosts the tour, which features nine 
homes, including island beach property 
and cottages with historical significance. 
Homes on the tour include new and old 
construction. Last year’s event attracted 
more than 700 people, and this year 
organizers hope to bring 800 attendees. 
Bus tours begin at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
Self-guided tours are available from 
1 p.m.–5 p.m. $20 (self-guided tours),  
$25 (bus tour). Port Aransas Community 
Center, 408 N. Alister St., Port Aransas. 
361-834-4130.  
www.portaransasgardenclub.org
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05 First Thursday
Local businesses and restaurants 

open their doors to shoppers and diners at 
the event as attendees walk Main Street in 
downtown Buda. The event is sponsored 
by the Downtown Buda Merchants Group. 
5–9 p.m. Free. Downtown Buda.  
512-295-7170 

06 Eddie Durham 
Celebration

One of San Marcos’ most famous 
former residents, jazz musician 
Eddie Durham, is celebrated at an 
event featuring a lecture by Dan 
Morgenstern, National Endowment 
for the Arts jazz master. Saxophonist 
Doug Lawrence and the Eddie Durham 
Big Band also perform. 7:30 p.m. 
Free. Evans Auditorium, 601 University 
Drive, San Marcos. 512-245-2651

02 Greater Randolph  
Area Trail Riders

The trail riders pass through San 
Marcos atop horses on their way from 
north Hays County to the San Antonio 
Stock Show and Rodeo. The San 
Marcos Main Street program hosts 
the riders for lunch in restaurants 
throughout downtown. All attendees 
can sample dutch oven peach cobbler 
on the courthouse lawn after lunch. 
11:30 a.m. Free. Downtown San 
Marcos. 512-393-8430

07 Hill Country  
Jazz Festival

Jazz enthusiasts gather at the event 
to hear performances from big bands, 
combos and individual musicians. The 
event is not competitive, but some 
bands, combos and individuals may be 
recognized for excellent performances. 
The event also features a performance 
by tenor saxophonist Ralph Bowen 
and the Texas State Jazz Orchestra. 
Bowen has been a fixture of the New 
York jazz scene for more than three 
decades. 8:30 a.m.–5 p.m. Free. Evans 
Auditorium, 601 University Drive, San 
Marcos. 512-245-2651

14 Run For the Love of It
The event features a chip-timed 5K 

fun run/walk, live music, children’s activities 
and more. All proceeds benefit Connection 
Church’s local and international missions 
projects.  7 a.m. Early registration (through 
Jan. 31): $10 (kid’s dash, age 12 and 
under), $18 (child 5K, age 17 and younger), 
$25 (adult 5K). Late registration (Feb. 1–14): 
$13 (kid’s dash), $23 (child 5K), $35 (adult 
5K). The Connection Church, 1235 S. Loop 
4, Buda. 210-392-5790
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recall City Council reviewing the 
city’s contract with GSMP since the 
contract began in 2010. 

“Really we’re looking at all of [the 
GSMP contract], whether it might be  
renewed as is, or with amendments, 
or whether it might be a more funda-
mental change,” he said. 

The Market Street study
In early 2014, Market Street, an 

Atlanta-based economic develop-
ment services firm, undertook a 
study examining factors affecting 
the Greater San Marcos region’s eco-
nomic development outlook. 

According to the study, 32.1 
percent of people moving to Hays 
County have a bachelor’s degree or 
higher level of educational attain-

ment, which is slightly higher than 
the state average of 31.1 percent. But 
for the two-county region, which 
also includes Caldwell County, the 
average is 27.4 percent. Poverty—
defined as a family of four living 
on an annual household income of 
$44,123 or less—is also more com-
mon among the county’s new resi-
dents, as 30.6 percent live below the 
poverty line, compared with 23.6 
percent statewide. 

“All kinds of people are moving 
here,” GSMP President Adriana Cruz 
said. “As Austin becomes less afford-
able, you see a population migration 
move out into the surrounding coun-
ties. Hays and Caldwell counties are 
the recipients of some of those Travis 
County migrants.”

Cruz said she believes much of the 
workforce in the Greater San Marcos 
region is underemployed, mean-
ing many residents with bachelor’s 
degrees or higher levels of educa-
tional attainment are working in sec-
tors such as retail and accommoda-
tion, which do not require degrees. 

According to data from the BLS, 
the Greater San Marcos area has 
12,707 retail jobs. When compared 

with the area’s population, that num-
ber is 70 percent higher than the 
national average. 

Cruz said those jobs are a mixed 
blessing. The concentration of retail 
jobs has helped San Marcos achieve 
an unemployment rate of 3.4 per-
cent, which is lower than Texas’ 5.2 
percent and the national rate of 5.9 
percent, according to the BLS. But 
retail jobs have an average annual 
wage of $23,082, which lowers the 
region’s earnings average, she said. 

College graduates faced with the 
option of moving away and pursu-
ing a job in their field of study often 
choose to stay in San Marcos, lead-
ing to underemployment, she said. 

“They love living here,” she said. 
“It’s affordable, and it’s a great quality 
of life, so they’ll take a job that may 
not require a degree.” 

In spite of the data uncovered by 
the study, wages in Hays County 
have been increasing faster than 
Austin’s and the nation’s average. 

Additionally, a recent economic 
development agreement with 
United WELD Operations could 
bring as many as 350 jobs to San 
Marcos. The average annual wage of 
those jobs would be above $40,000, 
according to the GSMP. 

The company plans to launch its 
operation at the former Butler Man-
ufacturing facility located off I-35 in 
north San Marcos this spring.

Cruz said Hays County’s popula-
tion growth is a positive trend, in 
spite of the data uncovered by the 
Market Street study. The key, she 
said, is to make sure those residents 
have access to workforce training 
through Gary Job Corps, Texas State 

University and Austin Community 
College.

Hays County Judge Bert Cobb 
said he is beginning work on bring-
ing together the county, the city of 
San Marcos, Gary Job Corps and the 
education group CoreFour to provide 
training for the county’s workforce. 

“We do not have a workforce in 
Hays County that would attract high-
paying jobs,” Cobb said. “We have a 
large number of people between the 
ages of 22 and 30 who have either 
been unemployed or been employed 
and lost their job because of lack of 
education and training.” 

Understanding poverty
Since moving to San Marcos from 

Austin with her family in 2009, Cam-
puzano said she has received job 
skills training through the San Mar-
cos–based nonprofit Hands of Hope. 

Campuzano said child care is one 
of the biggest barriers to her taking a 
job. She would like to eventually pur-
sue a college degree.    

“Sometimes I do want to work, 
but then my husband will say, ‘Who’s 
going to take care of the children? 
How much are they going to pay 
you?’ It’s not worth it,” she said. 

Other issues, such as transporta-
tion play into the equation, too. Her 
husband is one of the 47.3 percent of 
residents in the Greater San Marcos 
area who spend more than 30 min-
utes driving to work each day. Cam-

puzano estimated that as much as 
$100 of his paycheck is spent on gas 
each week to get to his construction 

job in Austin.  
Nova Festervan, a Hands of Hope 

volunteer, said there are often mul-
tiple factors that lead women to seek 
her organization’s services. 

“Until people understand poverty 
better, it’s hard to know how to help,” 
Festervan said. 

Outlook
Continued from | 1

If you could do one thing to improve  
Hays County, what would it be?

Take the poll online at  
impactnews.com/sbk-poll
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Hays County is currently seeking 
public input on how to improve the 
region’s socioeconomic outlook. Hays 
County Judge Bert Cobb said the 
county will host a public meeting  
in early February to discuss the  
issue. Contact Judge Cobb’s  
office at 512-393-2205  
for more information. 

Health care and
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Accommodation 
and food services

11.4%
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Construction

Government Retail

33.6%
Other

The Greater San Marcos region, which 
includes Hays and Caldwell counties, 
has an inordinately high number of retail  
and service industry jobs, which some 
believe keep wage levels low. 

of Hays County  
residents spent  
more than 30  
minutes each day 
commuting to work  
from 2008–12. AUSTIN: 51.5%

The housing 
cost index 

in Hays 
County is AUSTIN: 117

In 2014, the average cost 
of a single family home in 
Hays County was about

AUSTIN: $220K

of Hays County residents 
were spending at least 30 
percent of their income 
on rent from 2010–12.
AUSTIN: 36.6%

The overall cost of living 
index in Hays County is 

AUSTIN: 102

Much of the growth in the Greater 
San Marcos region, which 
comprises Hays and Caldwell 
counties, is being driven by 
former Travis County residents 
who choose to move because 
of the rising cost of living in that 
area, said Adriana Cruz, president of the Greater 
San Marcos Partnership, which provides economic 
development services to Hays and Caldwell counties. 
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The cost of living index measures the prices  
of certain goods and services and measures 
them against the national average, which  
is scored as 100. If an area has a COL  
index below 100, that means it is less  
expensive than the national average.
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SanMarcosDental.com

Cleaning, Exam & X-Rays 
New patients only. Expires 3-31-15.

Dental Exam & X-Ray  
New patients only. Expires 3-31-15.

J. Robert Donnelly, D.D.S.
Master of the Academy of General Dentistry

Gregory Wang, D.D.S.

Kiss your 
dental fears

goodbye!

FRIDAY
FEB. 6TH

2015

Event hours: 8:00am to 4:00pmHosted by: San Marcos Gentle Dental
Participating doctors:

J. Robert Donnelly, D.D.S. • Gregory Wang, D.D.S.
Charles Reeves, D.D.S.
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for most of that. Now there is more than 
800,000 square feet, with Seton Hays repre-
senting about 30 percent of that figure, said 
Diana Blank-Torres, executive director of 
Kyle Economic Development, which is a city 
of Kyle department.

“We are actually getting more inter-
est and more applications for permitting 
pretty much on a weekly basis for new 
medical office buildings, urgent care, sur-
gery centers and those kinds of things.” 
Blank-Torres said. 

She said she expects the growth rate to 
continue in the future, with more services to 
be added to the city’s medical sector in 2015.

An Austin Radiological Association 
clinic will anchor a new medical develop-
ment on Benner Road, near the entrance 
of Kyle’s Plum Creek Golf Course. The 
clinic will open in the spring along with a 
new dental office. Corridor Primary Care, 
which offers pediatric care in San Marcos, 
will also open in the new development.

Also, DaVita Kidney Care, which offers 
dialysis service, will open soon at 1250 
Dacy Lane, and a new urgent care center 
is coming soon on the southbound I-35 
frontage road near Target.

Austin Cancer Centers opened in Octo-
ber on the Seton Hays campus. In just a few 

months of being open, the cancer treat-
ment facility can already boast of success 
stories such as Busby’s, Catenya McHenry, 
a spokeswoman for the center, said.

“[Growth of the city’s medical services] is 
not only great for people who don’t have to 
drive anymore, but it’s great for people to get 
care in their own community, which is really 
fantastic for healing,” McHenry said.

Growth 
Since 2000 the city has grown from a 

population of less than 6,000 to more than 
31,000, per the 2013 U.S. Census estimate. 
If the city continues on this tilt, demog-
raphers estimate it will have more than 
85,000 people living in it by 2032.

Growth is what drew Seton Health-
care Family to the area in the first place, 
said Neal Kelley, vice president and chief 
operating officer of Seton Hays. Although 
development in Kyle had been stagnating 
after the recession hit in the late 2000s, it 
has surged in the past year, affecting a par-
ticular section of the I-35 corridor near 
Kyle, Kelley said. 

In a rapidly growing community, a medi-
cal center’s capacity issues can begin to 
arise. Kelley said, however, that Seton  Hays 
is well positioned to adapt to the increasing 

demand. The medical center is seeing more 
than 100 visits a day compared to about 75 
visits daily two years ago, Kelley said.

Kelley said the hospital is evaluating 
whether to expand at an “ongoing” basis. 
The medical center has three patient floors 
built out. A fourth is being used as storage 
space but could be converted to a patient 
floor in the next few years, he said.

“As it stands we are experiencing capac-
ity issues, especially during high-peak sea-
sons,” he said. “[Throughout 2014] we have 
been running out of enough rooms to take 
patients in from the emergency room to 
various areas.”

Departments that may see expansion 
in the future include maternal services, 
the intensive care unit and the emergency 
room. And because the medical center is 
not landlocked, the ability to construct 
new facilities is an option, Kelley said.

“When it comes time to grow, we can 
smartly grow,” he said.

Full-service community
This is the environment city officials say 

they have been trying to create in Kyle: a 
full-service community in which one can 
work, get medical treatment, entertain 
oneself and take care of his or her needs 

within the confines of the city.
Blank-Torres said the city’s focus as of 

late has been on trying to create local jobs. 
According to Blank-Torres, roughly 80 
percent of Kyle residents leave the city to 
go to work.

“We’re just not content with that,” she 
said. “Our goal and our challenge is to cre-
ate jobs within Kyle [so] that those people 
[who] are currently leaving could have the 
option of staying in Kyle on wages that 
could support their families.”

On the other hand, many of the people 
who have the 2,000 non-physician health-
care jobs that have been created in Kyle 
since 2007 do not live in Kyle, Blank-Tor-
res said. They commute to the city largely 
because it lacks residential neighborhoods 
with homes priced in the high $200,000s 
and above, she said.

In less than 10 years, the city has gone 
from one lacking basic medical services 
to having facilities to take one from the 
cradle to the grave, city spokesman Jerry 
Hendrix said.

“Now you can be born here, you can 
have just about every service you would 
need during the course of your lifetime 
and you can be laid to rest here,” Hendrix 
said. “It’s remarkable.”

Expansion
Continued from | 1

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com
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AN INJECTION OF
 MEDICAL GROWTH

EXISTING 
AREA 
MEDICAL 
OFFICES

Two years ago Seton Medical Center Hays was seeing about 

75 PATIENTS PER DAY.

Seton now admits more than 

100 PATIENTS PER DAY.

There are more than 

local non-physician 

health care jobs.

Not including doctors, 
health care workers in

Kyle can earn from 

$25,000 TO 

$100,000+.

In 2013, Kyle’s estimated 
per-capita annual income was 

$23,106.

85,000.In 2032, Kyle’s population is 
projected to be more than 

IN KYLE, TEXAS
Hospitals

6. Seton Medical  
    Center Hays

Home Health Care
7. Your Home Health Care

Rehabilitation
8. Warm Springs    
    Rehabilitation Hospital

Specialty
9. Austin Cancer Centers 
10. Austin Ear, Nose & Throat 
11. Evans Dermatology 
12. Kyle Parkway  
      OB/GYN Associates 
13. Satellite Dialysis 
14. Texas Oncology 
15. The Podiatry Group  
      of South Texas

Dental Offices
16. Bright Now Dental
17. Dentures and  
      Dental Services
18. Castle Dental
19. Clear Springs  
      Family Dentistry
20. Kids Dental Smiles
21. Kyle Dental
22. Kyle Orthodontics
23. Neo Dentistry

Doctors Office/Clinics
24. Austin Regional Clinic
25. RediClinic

Emergency Care
26. St. David’s Urgent Care 
27. Texan Urgent Care

NEW TO THE 
KYLE AREA
Medical development in Kyle 
will continue in 2015. At 
least five facilities are set to 
arrive in the first half of the 
New Year and will further 
diversify the city’s growing 
medical sector. 

Coming Soon
1. Austin Radiological   
    Association
2. Corridor Primary Care
3. DaVita Kidney Care
4. Kohler’s Crossing Dental
5. Urgent care facility

CITY OF 
KYLE
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REAL ESTATE

Kensington Trails is located 20 minutes south 
of downtown Austin and about 15 minutes from 
San Marcos, which is home to Texas State 
University. Walking trails and park access are 
available for outdoor activity. 

Kensington Trails

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 1/9/15

Build-out year: Not built out

Builders include: Castle Rock Communities, D.R. 
Horton, Legacy Homes, Mercedes Homes

Square footage: 1,320–3,153

Home values: $101,000–$206,687

HOA dues (estimated): $240 annually 

Amenities: Trails, parks, duck pond, park access, 
fishing pier, new pool under construction, Kyle Public 
Library, Plum Creek Golf Course and Steeple Chase Park

Schools: Science Hall Elementary School, Chapa 
Middle School, Hays High School, Lehman High School

Property taxes (in dollars):
City of Kyle 0.5383
Hays Co. ESD No. 5 0.1000
Hays County 0.4252
Plum Creek Conservation District 0.0220
Special Road District 0.0438
Hays CISD  1.5377
Plum Creek Groundwater District 0.0220
Austin Community College District 0.0942
Total (per $100 value) 2.7832

183

45
TOLL

21

35

78666

78640

78610

$146,585

Median 
home value

9

Homes on 
the market*

$3,538

Median annual 
property taxes

61

Average days 
on the market*

6

Homes under 
contract*

$78.95

Median price 
per square foot

Price 78610 78640 78666

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

Median price of homes sold   December 2013  vs.    December 2014

Market Data
On the market (December 2014)

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Price Range 78610 78640 78666 78610 78640 78666

$149,999 or less 1 6 6 0 91 51

$150,000–$199,999 16 30 7 35 74 99

$200,000–$299,999 99 46 23 78 88 129

$300,000–$399,999 16 3 2 96 80 63

$400,000–$499,999 6 0 1 43 0 192

$500,000–$599,999 1 0 3 116 0 121

$600,000–$799,999 1 0 2 64 0 59

$800,000–$999,999 0 0 0 0 0 0

$1 million + 2 1 3 237 295 68

Q: Would you like to stop paying  
your PMI/ Mortgage Insurance?

A: Contact us today to see if  
you qualify for the Blue Sky  
Mortgage Company lender 

paid program. Let us pay your 
mortgage insurance!

2700 Hunter Rd. • San Marcos, TX • 512-396-1121 • BlueSkyMTG.com

If you’re looking for answers to questions 
like these & more, Blue Sky can help!

Call us today!
512-396-1121
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• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Tile & Stone Cleaning

• HVAC & Dryer Duct Cleaning
• 24hr Water Remediation

STEAMERYCARPETCLEANING.COM

512-757-9088

20% OFF
TILE &GROUT CLEANING

Ceramic or porcelain only. 
Valid in Hays County. Expires 2-18-15.

In case you missed it
Stay up to date on the latest stories from impactnews.com

 Sign up to receive our free weekly e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com/e-newsletter 

Or grab your phone and sign up now
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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At Seton, people are at the heart of everything we do. Our newest teaching hospital will refl ect that. We’re 
building Seton Medical Center at The University of Texas in collaboration with The University of Texas Dell 
Medical School, creating a place where doctors, teachers, nurses and our community can work together to 
fi nd better ways to care. Honestly, it’s not rocket science. It’s just people science. Welcome to Humancare.


