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Hays CISD sets sights on 
being destination district

From left: Gavino Romero, Kimberly Leyva Aviles and Audrena Gaitan work at 
a coloring station in a San Marcos CISD pre-K classroom. The district’s pre-K 
program is currently housed in Hernandez Elementary, but a dedicated pre-K 
campus is slated to open in the spring semester at 1225 Hwy. 123. 

By JJ Velasquez
After giving its employees 

raises, rolling out a technology ini-
tiative in its classrooms and pass-
ing a bond issue that will help fund 
several infrastructural upgrades, 
Hays CISD is aiming to become a 
go-to district for teachers and stu-
dents in Central Texas.

The district has gained an 
average of 664 students a year 
since 2010, and another 669 are 
expected to be added to the rolls 
when the 2014–15 school year 
count is made official. Officials 
said the growth the Buda and Kyle 
area has seen will drive improve-
ments for the district. Hays CISD 
has been the sixth fastest-growing 
district in the state during the past 
five years, Deputy Superintendent 
Carter Scherff said.

“It’s an exciting time to be in 
Hays CISD because with growth 
comes opportunity,” Superinten-
dent Michael McKie said. 

District officials said the devel-
opment in the area the district 

serves will create opportunities it 
would not otherwise have.

“Growth fuels our progress, and 
our progress fuels growth,” Hays 
CISD spokesman Tim Savoy said.

District of choice
McKie, who was hired in May 

2013, has spoken about making 
improvements in Hays CISD so 
that it is among the top choices for 
teachers in the area. Elevating the 
quality of education its students 
receive also could make the dis-
trict attractive for parents, he said.

The district’s $59.1 million bond 
issue approved by voters in May 
will bankroll a few improvements, 
namely a districtwide upgrade of 
wireless Internet infrastructure 
and a sixth middle school.

The new campus, set to relieve 
overcrowding, is expected to be 
built in time for the 2016–17 school 
year. The Hays CISD board of trust-
ees approved the school’s location 
Aug. 28: between Dacy Lane and 
Tori Road, east of I-35. The site is in 
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See Hays CISD | 25

San Marcos CISD changes 
provide lesson in adaptation

See Changes | 19

By Brett Thorne 
When Mark Eads began his current job as superintendent of 

San Marcos CISD in 2011, the district had what he called “an 
image problem.” 

In 2011, 20 district students earned the designation of advanced 
placement scholars, and the district took home the third of what 
would eventually be six consecutive university interscholastic league 
debate championships. Students were achieving, Eads said, but a 
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District looks to bring tech, early childhood 
education, increased rigor, into classrooms

Kyle’s unincorporated area.
A comprehensive enhancement 

of schools’ wireless networks will 
help usher in the district’s “drive 

your own device” initiative, which 
integrates students’ mobile devices 
into instruction. Upgrades have 

Sources: Hays CISD, Texas Association of School Boards Design by Brandy Cohen

The Hays CISD board of trustees gave  
teachers an average salary increase of 

3.9% for the 2014–15 school year.

Behind Hays CISD’s salary increases

All other employees are set to  
receive a pay increase equal to  

1.5% of their midpoint  
in their salary range. 

For example, an entry-level teacher aide making $7.78 

per hour last year will make $7.92 in 2014–15.

In 2013–14, a first-year 
teacher in the district made

$40,388.
In 2014–15, as a teacher with a year  
of experience, he or she will make 

$42,480.
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St. David’s Emergency Network

Simple to Serious.

From broken bones to strokes, the  

St. David’s ER Network can take care of 

you, wherever you are in Central Texas. 

With convenient locations, board-certified 

physicians, life saving technology and  

a skilled nursing staff we’re your go  

to Emergency Network.   

St. David’s is Austin’s  

Emergency Support System.
Urgent Care Facilities

Emergency Centers

Outpatient Surgery Centers

To find the facility nearest you, visit StDavids.com/protect
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HIGH QUALITY & PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES

RANDALL MORRIS & ASSOCIATES

RANDALLMORRIS.COM

190 S. Seguin Ave.
New Braunfels, TX 78130

830.609.7400

13320 Ranch Road 12
Wimberley, TX 78676

512.847.2291

333 Cheatham St.
San Marcos, TX 78666

512.353.1776

1567 Main St., Ste. 800
Buda, TX 78610

512.400.2441

Each o�  ce is independently 
owned and operated.
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F I G H T
CANCER

Ken Farrington panicked when he was diagnosed with prostate cancer, but his physician at Texas Oncology took the time to explain everything thoroughly. 

“He and his team alleviated my fears almost instantly.” Texas Oncology’s comprehensive care approach helped to relieve his anxiety as well. “Being able to get 

lab work done and then go straight to the doctor makes the process so much better. I would recommend them to anyone.” Today, Ken is feeling great and still 

stops by Texas Oncology to visit and bring treats.  

“Texas Oncology really goes above and beyond.” 

Ken Farrington, prostate cancer patient

Comprehensive cancer care is available right here in Central Texas.

AUSTIN  •  BASTROP  •  CEDAR PARK  •  HARKER HEIGHTS  •  KYLE  •  LAKEWAY  •  MARBLE FALLS  •  ROUND ROCK  •  SAN MARCOS  •  SMITHVILLE

1-888-864-I CAN (4226)   •   www.TexasOncology.com/Austin

HOW TEXANS FIGHT CANCER.

TXO1284_ComImpact_SanMarcosBudaKyle_Ken_Prostate_10x6.04_final.indd   1 9/5/13   2:26 PM
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4200 IH-35 S., STE 200
SAN MARCOS, TX  

(NEXT TO GABRIEL'S LIQUOR)

Cannot be combined.  
One per customer.  

Exp.10-31-14.

PRESENT THIS OFFER FOR
15% OFF  

YOUR ENTIRE  
PURCHASE

OR USE CODE   
15%OFFTWW ONLINE

512-667-6440 • TexasWesternWearhouse.com

• Over 20,000 pairs of boots in stock
• Incredible selection & unbelievable prices

LUCCHESE

BOOTS
starting at 

$ 69.00

SELECT 

BOOTS

3 PAIRS FOR 

$ 199.00
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TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What aspect of education should school 
districts prioritize when allocating funding?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/sbk-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 

Community Impact Newspaper.

Results from an unscientific Web survery collected 8/21/14–9/8/14.

READER COMMENTS

Cer tifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065
2015 A3 Prem FWD
Cold Weather Package
Aluminum Style Package
Audi Music Interfaces & More*

$295mo 1

36 MO. LEASE

2014 BOXSTER S 
4S CABRIOLET

$1197mo 3

27 MO. LEASE

2015 V60
Drive-E FWD Premier

$335mo 3

36 MO. LEASE
36 MO. LEASE

27 MO. LEASE

2014 Impreza 2.0i 
Premium CVT Hatchback

$179mo 2  

36 MO. LEASE
0% APR � nancing available 
for 36 mos 

1 - Audi - Closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A3 Stk# D1494 based on MSRP $32,645. $2,999 down + $695 acquisition fee + � rst mo payment + $0 security deposit = $3,989 due at inception + TT&L . Purchase option / residual at lease end for $19,913.45. 36 monthly payments of $295Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; final 
negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. *Available to quali� ed customers only. Loyalty savings available with 
� nancing through AFS.Visit either location for details. Pictures shown with optional equipment for illustration only. O� ers expire 9-30-14. 2 - Subaru -Model ELD. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� est � nal negotiated price. 36 mo lease, $999 total due at inception (including 1st mo payment), no sec. dep. required, 35 monthly pymts of $239, � nal pymt / residual = 
$13,690. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $24,019. Stk# Z10599. O� er expires: 09/30/2014. 3 - Volvo -$3,835 cash due at signing* No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $335, based on $39,075 MSRP of 2015 V60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats and Metallic Paint, includes destination charge and application of $500 Volvo Allowance.  
Purchase option at lease end = $23,712. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile. Take new retail delivery from retailer stock between September 3, 2014 and September 30, 2014. Advertised lease payment and � nancing excludes taxes, title, and regis. fees and is available for quali� ed customers based on FICO score through Volvo Car 
Financial Services. Stock # V5226 O� er expires: 09/30/2014. Porsche -Closed-end lease o� ered to quali� ed lessees with approved credit by Porsche Financial Services. Must take delivery by 9/30/2014. Estimated payments based upon MSRP of $77,595 (includes destination charge) for a Model Year 2014 Boxster S stock number W8755. Lease payments of $1,196.49 for 27 Months.  
Total due at signing $3500.  No security deposit required. At lease end, lessee pays excess wear,$.30/mile over 30,000 miles and $350 termination fee. Purchase option at lease end $49,660.80 plus taxes. O� er expires: 09/30/2014

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

How should the state address 
funding for roads?

  4% Other

  18% I support increasing the state gas tax if that 
means we can have smoother, safer commutes.

  7% The motor vehicle sales tax needs to be raised 
and a portion of it needs to go to funding roads.

  26% I believe the state gets plenty of funding  
for roads as it is. They need to work with 
what they have.

  45%
Stop focusing so much on building more roads and begin 
focusing on high-capacity transit such as Lone Star Rail.

Correction: Volume 4, Issue 3
On Page 6, Kyle Conservatory of Performing Arts is 
offering free registration through Dec. 31.

Growing up in a house-
hold of educators, I under-
stood the importance of 
providing school districts 
with adequate resources 
for student development. 
With the rapid growth of 
Hays CISD these types of 
resources—including a sixth 
middle school and bolstered 
Wi-Fi—are within reach 
as discussed in reporter JJ 

Velasquez’s front-page story in this issue. These ben-
efits are expected to incentivize potential employees or 
families to relocate to the area and continue the growth of 
Hays County while prospering within the school system.

Improvements are also afoot in San Marcos CISD by 
way of partnerships throughout the community and the 
innovative Engage to Learn teaching model outlined 
in editor Brett Thorne’s front-page story. And while 
these improvements are promising, there are still many 
struggles the school district is faced with, such as keeping 

up with the rapid advance in technology and finding ways 
to help students of lower income families.

Our Education Focus in this issue of Community 
Impact Newspaper is a great resource for state account-
ability ratings, State of Texas Assessment of Academic 
Readiness scores, as well as boundaries and feeder 
patterns for HCISD and SMCISD. By viewing the data, 
parents and community members can get a clearer 
understanding of the progress of their local districts.

While times have changed since my day of Holly 
Hobby lunch boxes, electric typewriters and Encyclopae-
dia Britannicas, the importance of an exceptional educa-
tion stays the same. And although students today have a 
world of information readily available at their fingertips, 
I applaud innovative approaches to teaching that adapt to 
the times, and I hope providing the resources to support 
such efforts always remains a priority.

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

Lacy Klasel
GENERAL MANAGER

lklasel@impactnews.com

In the midst of revival, former mill set to take on new 
life in downtown Buda (Volume 4, Issue 3)

“I love the thought of a brewpub in downtown Buda—a place 
to get upscale food and fresh-brewed beer. There are not al-
ready enough drinking and eating establishments in downtown 
Buda (as some have said), and that’s what people want.”

—Jeff Latus

November ballot measure aims to drive road funding 
(Volume 4, Issue 3)

“Vote ‘No’ for this boondoggle in November in spite of your 
natural inclination and strong desire for betterment of condi-
tions in the state road system because it will primarily fund 
the continuation of a longstanding ‘build it and they will come’ 
induced-development, syndication-kickback scheme…”

—JimV
© 2014 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. NO REPRODUCTION OF ANY 

PORTION OF THIS ISSUE IS ALLOWED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM THE PUBLISHER.
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offers free apartment locating in San 
Marcos, Kyle and Buda. Office hours 
are Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. and Sat. 10 
a.m.–4 p.m. Apartment Guys is a division 
of Ingle Realty. 512-805-7777.  
www.apartmentguyssanmarcos.com 

4  Ed and Tina Carle opened Hot Diggity 
Dog, 3939 S. I-35, San Marcos, in August. 
The food trailer serves gourmet Nathan’s 
and Hebrew National Hot Dogs with a 
variety of homemade toppings and sides. 
The business also serves panini sandwiches 
and Italian sodas. 830-302-6800.  
www.cookingitupwiththecarles.com 

5  New Haven Assisted Living and 
Memory Care, 107 Creekside Trail, 
Kyle, held a ribbon-cutting Sept. 18. The 
business provides memory and assisted 
living care in two buildings, with a 
“home-like feel.” Each building can hold 
up to 16 residents. Private rooms are 
available for each resident. The business 
accepts private pay and long-term care 
insurance. 512-667-0077.  
www.newhavenassistedliving.com

6  Well Family Chiropractic, 1913 
Dutton Drive, Ste. 405, San Marcos, 
opened July 28. Royce Barnett—certified in 
Webster’s technique, a chiropractic method 
targeted toward improving pelvic mobility 
for pregnant women nearing delivery—
offers chiropractic care for pregnant 
moms, children and infants, business 
professionals and athletes. 512-842-6102. 
www.wellfamilychiropractic.com

Coming Soon

7  Potbelly Sandwiches, 403 N. 
Guadalupe St., San Marcos, will open in 
late 2014. The restaurant serves sandwiches, 
salads, soups, milkshakes and more.  
www.potbelly.com. Twitter: @potbelly

8  Firehouse Animal Health Center, 
4100 Everett St., Ste. 100, Kyle, will open 
Oct. 6. The full-service veterinary clinic 
provides medical and surgical services 
for dogs and cats, including health 
examinations, diagnostic testing, dental 

Now Open

1  Hoppin’ House opened its second 
location in Central Texas at 5151 Industrial 
Way Blvd., Buda, in mid-September. The 
indoor inflatable play place includes a foam 
pit, five inflatable slides and an obstacle 
course for children. Possible expansion 
plans include the addition of a paintball 
field and batting cages. The business also 

has two private rooms for parties.  
512-312-4199. www.hoppinhouse.com

2  Justice Quintana and Rachel Emry 
opened their fitness studio, Just Results, 
at 331 W. Hopkins St., Ste. 106, San 
Marcos, on July 21. Quintana and Emry’s 
business specializes in krav maga, an 
Israeli form of self-defense, and personal 
training. Also offered to members 

are massage therapy and nutritional 
counseling, among other services. 
Customers can purchase yearlong, 
monthly or semester-long memberships, 
and discounts are available for students. 
512-541-6714. www.getjustresults.com

3  Apartment Guys of San Marcos, 
1602 Aquarena Springs Drive, Ste. 101, 
San Marcos, opened in July. The company 
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TEXANA ART        Wedgwood
Napoleonadecorative glass

Mention this ad when you make 
a reservation for a guided tour 

and receive a 10% discount!

Dr. Dickinson specializes in:
• Cancer Treatment for Kidneys,  

Bladder, Prostate or Testicles 
• Male & Female Urinary Problems
• Men’s Health: Low Testosterone  

& Erectile Dysfuntion
• Urinary Incontinence
• Kidney Stone Treatment
• Vasectomies

Robert Dickinson, MD
Board Certified Urologist

Hays Medical Office Building
1180 Seton Parkway, Ste. 320 • Kyle, Texas 78640

T: 512-268-7100 • F: 512-268-7200
UrologyofCentralTexas.com

Located in Kyle, Texas
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care and vaccinations. Dr. Kara Moore 
will be the primary veterinarian at the 
3,600-square-foot clinic. 512-410-0616. 
www.firehousekyle.com.  
Twitter: @firehousekyle

9  James Rios will open Desperados, 110 
W. Center St., Kyle, by late September. The 
dance hall will have pool tables and a full 
bar in addition to a dance floor, Rios said. 
The entertainment venue will play Top 40 
hits, ’80s music and country. Food will 
not be made on-site but is available from 
Centerfield, Rios’s restaurant and bar 
located next door. 

10  Eileen Conley will open Carrington 
Crossing, 300 Main St., Buda, on Dec. 1. 
The wedding and event venue will serve 
indoor and outdoor events of 100 attendees 
or less. A public open house will be held 
Oct. 5 from 3:30–7:30 p.m. The location 
also houses wedding and event vendors, 
such as photographers and designers. 512-
295-1559. www.carrington-crossing.com

Relocations

11  Paul Greenfield moved his business, 
Arrowhead Bicycles, from 402 S. Old 
Hwy. 81, Kyle, to 3470 Jack C. Hays Trail, 
Ste. A, Buda, at the end of June. Among 
the bicycles the shop sells are Manhattan, 
KHS, Breezer and Fuji. Service and repairs 
on different makes and types are also 
available at the shop. 512-268-2600.  
www.arrowheadbicycles.com

12  Griffith Ford San Marcos will move 
from 1305 S. I-35, San Marcos, to a new 
location on I-35 south of Yarrington Road 
in San Marcos in May. The dealership 
sells new and used cars. 512-353-3673. 
www.griffithfordsanmarcos.com 

13  Memory Lane Antiques moved 
from 300 Main St., Buda, to 107 Ash St., 
Buda, on Aug. 1. The business moved 
behind the Main Street storefront. The 
front of the shop will be occupied by a 
wedding venue. Shopping for antiques 
and restorations is done by appointment 
only. 512-295-1559 

14  Shugabees Texas BBQ moved from 
190 S. FM 1626, Buda, to The Painted 
Horse Pavilion, 1750 S. FM 1626, Buda, 
on Aug. 22. The food truck serves 
barbecue, such as pulled pork, brisket 
and chopped beef, wrapped in homemade 
flour tortillas. The new location features a 
dining area shaded by oak trees.  
512-749-6340. www.shugabees.com

New Ownership

On Aug. 1 board-certified music therapist 
Rebecca Faulkner took over ownership 
of Music Therapy Services of Austin. 
The business provides in-home music 
therapy services for children with Down 
syndrome, cerebral palsy or an autism 
spectrum disorder as well as for adults who 
have had strokes or have dementia. MTSA 
offers adapted piano, guitar and clarinet 
lessons and music groups for infants and 
toddlers and serves the Greater Austin area 
from Georgetown to San Marcos. 512-923-
0317. www.musictherapyservices.net

Anniversaries

Hege and Mat Phillips celebrated the fifth 
anniversary of their Kyle business, Blue 
Computer Solutions, in mid-September. 
The business, run out of the Phillips home, 
sells custom-built desktops, new laptops 
and accessory and service Windows-
based computers. 512-644-9054.  
www.bluecomputersolutions.com

15  Mike Goodsell celebrated the first 
anniversary of his business, Dents & 
Dips, 2605 S. I-35, Ste. 200, San Marcos, 
on Aug. 1. The business offers PlastiDip 
installations, a coating to protect one’s 
car, and general cosmetic reconditioning 
for automobiles. 512-749-4228.  
www.dentsndips.com

16  Safe-n-Sound Self Storage, 1602 
Goforth Road, Kyle, celebrates its first 
anniversary Oct. 26. More than 400 units 
ranging in size from 5 feet by 5 feet to 10 
feet by 30 feet are housed at the facility, 
which has 24-hour access. 512-256-1004.  
www.sns-storage.com

17  Mathworks at Texas State, located 
in the Academic Services Building, 601 
University Drive, San Marcos, celebrated 
its 25th anniversary with a reception and 
banquet at Onion Creek Country Club in 
Austin on Sept. 18. Mathworks at Texas 
State includes summer math programs, 
curriculum research and teacher training. 
The center is dedicated to improving 
students’ understanding of mathematics. 
512-245-3439. www.txstate.edu/mathworks

Expansions

18  The Hays Communities YMCA 
is expanding its facility at 465 Buda 
Sportsplex Drive, Buda. The expansion 
will include a basketball court, which will 
help the center hold more youth sports 
programs, said Sam Cooper, a volunteer 
board member. The project will be finished 
in September 2015. 512-523-0099.  
www.austinymca.org/hays-communities

Community Service

Make-A-Wish and Monarch Utilities 
hosted a send-off party Sept. 6 for 
Emmalee, a 10-year-old girl from Kyle 
with rhabdomyosarcoma, ahead of her 
trip to Disney World. An appearance 
from Elsa, the princess from the Disney 
film “Frozen,” as well as Disney-themed 
games, music and gifts were among the 
festivities at the party. www.wish.org, 
www.swwc.com/monarch

In the News

19  Sonshine Kids Child Development 
Center, 4323 Dacy Lane, Buda, was 
named a Four Star Texas Rising Star 
school Sept. 1. The certification is given 
to child care providers that serve Texas 
Workforce Commission–subsidized 
children and meet requirements exceeding 
the state’s minimum licensing standards 
for child care. Sonshine Kids Child 
Development Center is a child care center 
serving children ages 18 months to 5 years 
old. The school is accepting new students 
for the fall semester. 512-417-9556.  
www.sonshinekidscdc.com

Justice Quintana, co-owner of Just Results, 
performs massage therapy at the company’s new 
San Marcos location. 

Compiled by Brett Thorne and JJ Velasquez
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Potbelly Sandwiches will open a new San Marcos 
location in late 2014.

7

Arrowhead Bicycles owner Paul Greenfield said 
business has been steady since the shop relocated 
to 3470 Jack C. Hays Trail, Ste. A, Buda. 

11

The Hays Communities YMCA is planning to add 
a full-size basketball court to its existing facilities. 

1-800-781-7848 • 15855 S. IH-35, Exit #220 • Buda, Texas 78610 • CamperClinic2.com

• Sales
• Service
• Parts

The more you know about RVs... the better we look!

Camper Clinic II is an exclusive LIFETIME WARRANTY RV dealer.
• Pays 100% parts & labor*  • No deductible • Nationwide service

(*On all covered components)

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE. Call for details today!

Every RV Comes with a Lifetime of Fun!

2014 Puma 
259RBSS
Stock #C2P0386

2014 Airstream 
20 Bambi
Stock #C2T0598

2015 Puma Canyon 
Cat 27FQC 

Stock #C2P0478

SALE 

$19,988
SALE 

$52,988 SALE 

$13,988

News or questions about San Marcos, Buda or Kyle? 
Email sbknews@impactnews.com.
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1180 Seton Pkwy., Ste. 240 • Kyle, Texas 78640
512.268.0286 • Monday - Friday: 8pm - 5pm

HaysWomensHealth.com

Obstetrics | Gynecology | Spa Services

Welcome, Anna

Our New Spa
Hays Women’s Health & Wellness is now offering spa 
services with our esthetician, Melanie Ortiz. Melanie 
comes with over 10 years of experience working with 
women of all ages and stages of life, specializing in 
pre/post natal skin care and waxing. Her passion for 
wellness and skin allows her to incorporate stress relief 
and education into each of her treatments. She uses 
pure, high quality ingredients to transform your skin 
and get results. You do not need to be a patient in 
order to receive spa services.

Hays Women’s Health welcomes our new nurse 
practioner, Anna Flournoy. Anna has been providing 
care to the women of Central Texas since 1993, initially 
working as a Labor & Delivery nurse specializing in 
the care of low and high risk deliveries for 18 years. 
Anna earned her Master of Science in Nursing from 
the University of Cincinnati in 2011, and a Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing from the University of Texas 
at Austin in 1993. She is recognized as an Advanced 
Practice RN in the State of Texas and is nationally 
certi� ed as a Women’s Health Nurse Practitioner. She 
is an active member of the Association of Women’s 
Health, Obstetric, and Neonatal Nurses and the National 
Association of Nurse Practitioners in Women’s Health.

Anna is dedicated to providing compassionate care to women of all ages, focusing on family 
planning, well woman exams, prenatal care, and menstrual disorders. She enjoys educating 
her patients to achieve optimal health.

FACIALS
Mommy-to-Be • Teen Express • Hibiscus

DN-Awake  Melanin Suppressant
CHEMICAL PEELS

3 Grades Available - must consult for best treatment!
WAXING

Brows • Lip • Chin • Sideburns • Bikini • Brazilian
Arms • Underarms • Legs

LASER TREATMENTS
Laser Hair Removal • Photofacials

Laser Resurfacing for Scars & Stretchmarks

$100 towards any Laser Package
Must present this ad to receive offer, individual not required to be a patient.

One offer per individual. Cannot be combined. Offer expires 10-15-14.

Laser Hair Removal • Photofacials
NEW!

SPEEDYCASH.COM

GET CASH IN HAND 
TODAY FOR ALL YOUR 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL NEEDS!

706 E Hopkins
San Marcos, TX
512-392-3228

1204 A Hwy. 123
San Marcos, TX
512-392-8941

35

Hopkins St.

80

123

SAN MARCOS

15200 S IH-35, Ste. 390 
(Near HEB) Buda, TX
512-295-2200

Main St.

2001

35

BUDAreceive
$25 CASHwhen you refer a friend
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GET IT UNDER CONTROL

BLOOD PRESSURE
Learn the ins and outs of blood pressure control, 

including the simplified guidelines and 
non-pharmaceutical options. 

F R E E  C O M M U N I T Y  S E M I N A R

Tuesday, September 23, 2014     6 - 7:30 p.m.
SPEAKER:  Vihn Nguyen, DO - Cardiologist

Onion Creek Country Club - 2510 Onion Creek Parkway, Austin
Heart healthy meal provided 

  Seating is limited, so please RSVP to 512-478-3627 or 1-888-868-2104
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SALES  888.688.0589
SERVICE  877.290.1740
PARTS  877.229.3652

2990 I-35 SOUTH
SAN MARCOS, TX  78666
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2014 DODGE RAM SLT CREWCABS

$10,000OFF

SLT CREWCABSSLT CREWCABSSLT CREWCABSSLT CREWCABSSLT CREWCABSSLT CREWCABSSLT CREWCABS
2014 CHRYSLER 300 SEDANS

$199MO.36 MO. LEASE 
0 DOWN

SALES  888.688.0589
SERVICE  877.290.1740
PARTS  877.229.3652

SAN MARCOS, TX  78666

SanMarcosDodge.com
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OVER 50 
IN STOCK

Main St.
45
TOLL
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967

150

150

123

1327

2439

1626

2770

Old Stagecoach Rd.

Aquarena 
Springs Dr.

Hunter Rd.

Old RR 12 Post Rd.

Center St.

Jack C. 
Hays Trail

Kyle Pkwy.

Project description Estimated timeline

Design is underway on the 11.25-mile FM 110 in San Marcos. Engineering 
responsibilities are being shared by Binkley and Barfield, KCI and LJA Engineering. The 
estimated project cost is $60 million. 

Summer 2014– 
early 2016

This project will construct an overpass on SH 123 over RR 12 in San Marcos. Texas 
Department of Transportation spokeswoman Kelli Reyna said the layout of the overpass 
will be similar to the overpass at SH 80 and SH 21. 

Spring 2015–
summer 2016

The $6.5 million project includes improvements to streets, sidewalks, drainage and 
utilities along North LBJ Drive in San Marcos. When completed the road will include 5- to 
8-foot-wide sidewalks and 14-foot-wide shared lanes for bicycles and cars.

October 2013– 
spring 2015

New northbound I-35 ramps are being planned near Stonefield Trail, Circle Drive and 
FM 2001 in Buda and at Kelly Lane in Kyle. Southbound entrance ramps are being 
planned at Commercial Drive and Paradise Mountain in Buda. The ramps are being 
built using Texas Department of Transportation Proposition 12 funds.

Spring 2014– 
mid-2015

Hays County, TxDOT and the Federal Highway Administration have partnered to 
reconstruct the intersection of I-35 and Posey Road in San Marcos so the highway goes 
over the road. The county is paying $1.5 million for the environmental studies and design, 
and TxDOT is paying $15 million for construction.

Early 2015– 
late 2016

Downtown construction

Lane expansion

Other transportation projects

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at sbknews@impactnews.com. Compiled by Brett Thorne

San Marcos

Kyle

BudaCole Springs Rd.

Yarrington Rd.

River Ridge Pkwy.

1    FM 2001, Robert S. Light Boulevard, 
RM 150 and FM 1626 turnarounds
Hays County is constructing turnaround bridges 
on I-35 at FM 2001 and Robert S. Light 
Boulevard in Buda and at RM 150 and FM 1626 
in Kyle. The project is aimed at addressing 
increased traffic at the intersections. 
Timeline: November 2013–winter 2014
Cost: $11.4 million
Funding source: Proposition 12

2    FM 967 widening
Work on widening FM 967 to include two 11-
foot travel lanes, an 11-foot-wide center turn 
lane, five-foot shoulders and a five-foot-wide 
sidewalk began in early September. The 
widening includes a 2.6-mile stretch from 
Cole Springs Road to FM 1626. 
Timeline: Fall 2014–2015
Cost: $4.4 million
Funding source: Hays County

5    Yarrington Road bridge
When fully built out the new Yarrington Road 
bridge will accommodate six lanes of travel 
and will include sidewalks and northbound 
and southbound turnaround lanes. Also 
included in the project is the conversion 
of I-35 frontage roads from two-way to 
one-way traffic. County officials have said 
the project is aimed at accommodating an 
expected increase in traffic as the area is 
developed. When completed, FM 110, also 
known as the San Marcos Loop, will tie in 
with the rebuilt bridge. 
Timeline: June 2014–mid-2016
Cost: $12.2 million
Funding sources: Hays County and the 
Texas Department of Transportation

2

5

1

1 4   LBJ Drive
A portion of LBJ Drive from Hopkins Street 
to Hutchison Street was opened to two 
lanes of traffic and back-in parking in late 
August. Crews are finishing sidewalks and 
continuing work on streetlight foundations 
on the portion of LBJ Drive from Hutchison 
Street to University Drive. City officials 
expect LBJ Drive to be completely opened 
to traffic before the end of September. 
When completed the road will feature two 
lanes and back-in parking from Hopkins 
Street to University Drive. The downtown 
reconstruction project also includes 
improvements to a water quality pond and 
drainage features near San Marcos Plaza 
Park. Between September and November, 
the city expects to complete work on 
reconstructing the intersection of LBJ and 
University drives. 

Timeline: January 2014–fall 2014
Cost: $10.45 million
Funding source: City of San Marcos

3    Bunton Creek Road
Initial plans call for Bunton Creek Road in 
Kyle to be expanded from two lanes to as 
many as five in some places and three to 
four lanes in others. The project, which 
was funded through a 2013 bond, has 
come in over budget, and city staff are 
gathering input on lower-cost alternatives 
for the road. Under the $36 million bond 
package approved by voters in May 2013, 
$5.4 million was allotted for construction 
and engineering of Bunton Creek Road. 
Timeline: Summer 2015–summer 2016
Cost: $6.6 million
Funding source: City of Kyle
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decertified area.
Webster made it clear that the process 

to decertify Monarch from the prop-
erty was initiated before the settle-
ment between the city and Monarch 
was reached. He said the city will not 
participate in trying to shrink the utility 

Monarch Utilities, city of Kyle reach 
agreement on water rate increases
By JJ Velasquez

The city of Kyle and Monarch Utilities 
reached a settlement agreement July 15 
that stabilizes rate increases for the util-
ity company’s 900 customers in Kyle.

The city had been trying to rid itself 
of Monarch since November 2011 when 
the water service provider proposed a 62.3 
percent systemwide rate hike. The city and 
Monarch later settled the matter, and the 
utility company agreed to reduce the rate 
increase to 14 percent.

But Mayor Todd Webster said the 
agreement reached in July allows the city 
and Monarch to coexist—as long as both 
sides hold up their ends of the deal.  
   “We struck a very fair arrangement with 
them,” Webster said. “We’ve made peace 
with them, and they’ve agreed to limit 
what their future rate increases will be.”

Water rates from August 2014 through 
December 2016 have been agreed upon. 
A minimum monthly charge of $42.35 
for a five-eighths-inch meter went into 
effect Aug. 1. On Jan. 1, 2016, the mini-
mum monthly charge for a meter that 
size will be $44.89.

Per the terms of the deal, Monarch has 
agreed to tie its future rate increases in 
2017 and beyond to the consumer price 
index, which is defined by the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. The index measures 
the changes in prices of goods paid by 
typical consumers.

An “unforeseen circumstance” could 
require Monarch to change the agreed-
upon rates, according to the agreement. 
The rate stabilization agreement expires 
five years after the 2017 rates go into effect.

The agreement terminates if the city of 
Kyle initiates condemnation proceedings 
to acquire Monarch property or lobbies 
the state Legislature to change the way 
utility companies acquire assets.

In a separate development, the city of 
Kyle filed notice to the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality that it will be 

taking over water and wastewater services 
in an undeveloped area of land north of 
Kyle Crossing and east of I-35 formerly in 
Monarch’s service area.

Monarch, which serves the Kyle 
neighborhoods of Indian Paintbrush and 
Amberwood, was decertified from the 
107 acres owned by developer RRHPI in 
November 2012.

On Aug. 19, Kyle City Council unani-
mously approved submitting notification 
to the TCEQ that the city of Kyle will 
provide water services to the area, which 
does not currently have customers.

But the decertification does not affect 
Monarch’s business strategy in Kyle, 
Gary Rose, director of operations for 
Southwest Water, Monarch’s parent com-
pany, said in an email.

“We have a long-term agreement 
with the city that we intend to stand 
by, and our plan is to continue serving 
our customers and giving back to the 
community through sponsorships and 
outreach,” Rose said.

Rose declined to elaborate further on 
the decertification. 

RRHPI, an Austin-based developer, 
is planning a commercial development 
on the property, which is between The 
Home Depot and Loop 4, Webster said.

“They are working closely with the city 
with respect to what their plans are in 
that area,” he said.

Webster said he could not comment 
further on the development because of 
a confidentiality agreement. RRHPI did 
not respond to a request for comment.

RRHPI is not the only company in the 
midst of developing property on the north 
side of the city limits, which Webster said 
is “exploding” with new development.

Monarch will be compensated for any 
utility infrastructure that may be present 
on the property. The city will also seek 
reimbursement from RRHPI for the 
costs of extending water services to the 

UTILITIES

company’s service area.
“We won’t be doing that with land-

owners going forward,” he said. “As long 
as we adhere to the agreement, they 
should hold to their side, and there will 
be predictability that helps us both resi-
dentially and commercially.”

512-396-8736
101 E. Hopkins St. • San Marcos, TX
Monday - Friday 12PM-9PM, Saturday 

9AM-12PM, Sunday Closed

CentralTXBallet.com

50% OFF
FIRST

MONTH’S 
TUITION

Cannot be combined. One per customer. 
Expires 10-15-14.

Ballet • Pointe • Tap • Jazz • Contemporary • Mommy, Daddy & Me
CLASSES ARE LIMITED - RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY!

Central Texas Ballet Conservatory
Discipline. Harmony. Perseverance.

• MOMMY, DADDY & ME DANCE CLASS [18 months+]
• BALLET, TAP AND BALLET + TAP COMBO CLASSES [3yr+] 
• MOTHER'S MORNING OUT: Mondays 9am-12pm [2.5-4yr]

• WEAR YOUR BABY BALLET FITNESS: 
For new & expecting mothers, babies up to 18 months

967

171

131
35

Mo n a r c h  rat e s  st a b i l i z e d
In July the city of Kyle and Monarch Utilities reached a settlement agreement after years of city appeals 
regarding Monarch’s rate hikes through the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality and the State 
Office of Administrative Hearings. The agreement stabilizes water rate increases for the utility company. 
Rates for the company’s 900 customers in Kyle have been set from Aug. 1, 2014–Dec. 31, 2016.

CITY OF KYLE SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL RATESCITY OF KYLE
Ba s e c o s t  $33.23

Usag e c o s t (2,000 ga l l o n s) $8.80

TOTAL DUE $42.03

The city of Kyle's rates are determined each year during the budget 
process. Current rates are effective Oct. 1–Sept. 30, 2015. The 
city has the same rates for five-eighths- and three-quarters-inch 
meters. Only rates for single-family residential homes are reflected.

A commercial development is in the 
works on 107 acres in north Kyle. RRHPI, 
an Austin-based developer, applied 
in November 2012 to have Monarch 
Utilities’ certificate to provide water and 

wastewater services decertified. In 
August, Kyle City Council notified 

the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality that  

it will be servicing the area.

What meter size is  
my household? 
Five-eighths-inch and three-fourths-inch  
are the two most common sizes found 
in households.

How can I dispute my bill?
Customers with questions about their bill 

can call the city of Kyle utilities billing 
department at 512-262-3960 or email 

utilities@cityofkyle.com

Ba s e c o s t  $67.33

Usag e c o s t (2,000 ga l l o n s) $13.60

TOTAL DUE $80.93

MON T H LY COSTS FOR A HOUSE HOL D W I T H A 3/4” M E T E R[ P H A S E  I I]

Ba s e c o s t  $44.89

Usag e c o s t (2,000 ga l l o n s) $13.60

TOTAL DUE $58.49

MON T H LY COSTS FOR A HOUSE HOL D W I T H A 5/8” M E T E R[ P H A S E  I I]

[ P H A S E  I] MON T H LY COSTS FOR A HOUSE HOL D W I T H A  3/4” M E T E R

Ba s e c o s t  $63.52

Usag e c o s t (2,000 ga l l o n s) $12.82

TOTAL DUE $76.34

[ P H A S E  I] MON T H LY COSTS FOR A HOUSE HOL D W I T H A  5/8” M E T E R

Ba s e c o s t  $42.35

Usag e c o s t (2,000 ga l l o n s) $12.82

TOTAL DUE $55.17
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BUDA/KYLE Buda’s citywide 
election is several weeks away, but it 
is already known that Mayor Todd 
Ruge will continue to hold his seat 
for another three years.

Ruge is running unopposed in 
Buda’s mayoral election, but City 
Council incumbents Bobby Lane 
and Eileen Altmiller will face 
competition from Buda restaura-
teur Greg Henry and engineer Evan 
Ture, respectively.

“Obviously, I’m pleased to be able 
to continue serving the citizens of 

Buda,” said Ruge, who was elected in 
December 2012 after former Mayor 
Sarah Mangham resigned. “It’s 
exciting. We have a really compe-
tent council, and the staff just really 
makes my job very easy. ”

He said his goals in his first full 
term include involving the public 
in the critical decisions the city is 
facing in the midst of unprecedented 
growth. Additionally, keeping taxes 
low, fostering responsible growth 
and improving public safety will 
remain priorities, he said.

Kyle voters, meanwhile, have 
decided Planning and Zoning 
Commissioner Shane Arabie will 
assume Kyle City Council’s vacant 
District 3 seat after an Aug. 30 
runoff election.

Arabie garnered 337 votes, or 
73.3 percent, while his opponent, 
Laurie Luttrell, received 123 votes, 
or 26.7 percent. 

Arabie’s term 
on the council 
will end in May 
2016. 

CITY & COUNTY
News from San Marcos, Buda, Kyle and Hays County Compiled by Brett Thorne and JJ Velasquez

Texas State buys 20 
acres for STAR Park

Election news: Ruge gets new term; Arabie to fill vacant seat

SAN MARCOS The Texas State Uni-
versity Board of Regents approved the 
purchase of 20 acres of land adjacent to 
the university’s Science, Technology and 
Advanced Research (STAR) Park for 
$1.77 million on Aug. 29.

STAR Park is a collaboration among 
Texas State, private companies and 
researchers, which aims to spur public-
private development of new or improved 
technologies.

University officials have said STAR 
Park’s space has been in high demand, 
and they hope future expansion plans will 
address the need for research and tech-
nology office space in Central Texas.

The purchased land is adjacent to the 
current STAR Park facility at 3055 Hunter 
Road, San Marcos. 

City gathers feedback on Bunton Creek Road
KYLE The city of Kyle’s first bond-funded 
road project is running into budget issues, 
and citizens were given a chance to voice 
their concerns Aug. 26 and Sept. 9.

The city held public stakeholders meet-
ings at Kyle Fire Station No. 2 to discuss 
Bunton Creek Road, a pothole-pocked 
road that leads to Lehman High School 
from I-35.

Susan Novak, who lives in the neigh-
borhood near Bunton Creek Road, said 
the project should be fast-tracked because 
it is dangerous to drive on.

“They are fixing to bottom out, and 
there is going to be a wreck,” Novak said. 
“I don’t know how much a life or two is 
worth, but you all need to fix this fast.”

With $5 million budgeted for the 
project, Bunton Creek Road was set to 
undergo improvements including widen-
ing to as many as five lanes for a segment. 

Other segments of the road would be 
widened to four and three lanes. Only two 
lanes currently exist on the road.

Since preliminary estimates provided 
by LJA Engineering, the project’s contrac-
tor, show the project would cost $1.6 
million more than what was budgeted, 
City Council members have suggested 
decreasing the scope of improvements—
widening the road to three lanes at most, 
for example.

City Engineer Leon Barba said at an 
Aug. 19 City Council meeting that right of 
way acquisition needs could account for 
as much as $1.2 million depending on the 
design the city decides to use. 

The city would have to acquire about 
4.5 acres of land to construct the road 
according to the current parameters.

The city is accepting public comments 
on the project through Sept. 23.

County delays call 
for $188.6M public 
safety facilities bond
HAYS COUNTY At a meeting Aug. 18, 
Hays County commissioners discussed 
the need for a potential $188.6 million 
bond that would address public safety 
facilities in the county and determined 
the November ballot is too soon to put 
the issue to vote.

The potential bond would address 
the county’s 26-year-old jail, which is 
regularly near capacity. 

The bond would also potentially fund 
a new law enforcement center, a colo-
cated 911 dispatch center for each law 
enforcement jurisdiction in the county 
and a joint training facility to be shared 
by San Marcos and Hays County.

Commissioners considered a wide 
range of options for projects totaling 
$183.9 million to $188.6 million. 

“I think it’s too fast to put one on for 
November; We don’t have enough—I 
don’t have enough—information to 
… [put] it on the bond for November,” 
County Judge Bert Cobb said. 

Buda City Council
Meets at 6:30 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month
121 Main St. • 512-312-0084
www.ci.buda.tx.us

Kyle City Council
Meets at 7 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month 
Live webcasts of meetings:
www.ustream.tv/channel/kyle-city-council
100 W. Center St. • 512-262-1010
www.cityofkyle.com

San Marcos City Council
Meets at 6 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month
Live webcasts of meetings:  
www.sanmarcostx.gov/videos 
630 E. Hopkins St. • 512-393-8000
www.sanmarcostx.gov/

Hays County  
Commissioners Court
Meets at 9 a.m. each Tuesday
Live webcasts of meetings: 
www.co.hays.tx.us/commcourtlive
111 E. San Antonio St., San Marcos
512-393-2205 • www.co.hays.tx.us

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_sbk

Tweetings

Meetings For the full version of any of these articles, 
visit us online at impactnews.com/sbk.

Todd Ruge

Shane Arabie

The Hays County Law Enforcement Center 
could be relocated as part of a potential bond. 
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the Nov. 4 elections  

in next month’s 
Election Guide.
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BUDA/KYLE Some residents in the Kyle-
Buda area will have access to one of the 
fastest Internet speeds on the market. 
    Grande Communications was the first 
company to provide gigabit Internet ser-
vice in Austin. AT&T followed, and Google 
Fiber will launch later this year. On Sept. 9 
Grande became the first gigabit-level Inter-
net service provider in the Kyle-Buda area.

“We were able to make changes to 
portions of our network and deliver that 
service before any of our competitors do,” 
said Matt Rohre, senior vice president of 
operations and general manager of Grande 
Communications. “We wanted to be able 

to take advantage of that appetite that’s out 
there for much faster Internet service.”

The service is available to all of 
Grande’s customers in the Shadow Creek 
subdivision, which is between Kyle and 
Buda in the former’s unincorporated area.

Rohre said the upgrade was made pos-
sible by the network architecture already 
in place. The model of gigabit Internet 
service Grande is providing in the area 
is called fiber-to-the-home, meaning a 
fiber-optic connection is installed at a 
customer’s home, and lasers transmit the 
information, whether it is Internet, TV or 
telephone data.

The telecommunications company 
upgraded the electronics between custom-
ers’ homes and its serving terminal to 
provide faster Internet speed, Rohre said.

The service is available for $64.99 per 
month. No limits are placed on the amount 
of data that may be used, and service does 
not require a contract, Rohre said.

Rohre said expanding the service is part 
of the company’s ongoing discussions. 

Gigabit service will likely become stan-
dard as Internet usage increases, he said.

Gigabit Internet introduced in Kyle-Buda area How fast is 1 gigabit per second?
Download 25 songs  
in one second 

Download 1 TV show  
in three seconds

Download 1 HD  
movie in 36 seconds

Sources: AT&T, Google Fiber
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20 New Haven Assisted Living  
and Memory Care Grand 

Opening
The public is invited to an open house at 
New Haven Assisted Living and Memory 
Care, a new assisted living and Alzheimer’s 
care facility in Kyle. The event features tours 
of the facility, live music from Legends-in-
Time and John Hanson, as well as door 
prizes and food. The Kyle Fire Department 
is also at the event. New Haven’s newest 
location includes two buildings for memory 
care and assisted living care. Each facility can 
house up to 16 residents and includes private 
bedrooms and bathrooms. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 
Free. 107 Creekside Trail, Kyle. 512-667-0077. 
www.newhavenassistedliving.com

23 Kyle Chamber Luncheon
Kyle community members gather 

for a luncheon featuring a presentation 
about how to make the most of a chamber 
membership, how to use the chamber’s 
website and more. The luncheon is catered 
by Koi Chinese and Sushi and also features a 
prize drawing and networking opportunities. 
11:30 a.m. $10 (members preregistration), 
$15 (members at the door or nonmember 
preregistration), $20 (nonmembers at the 
door). Sage Hall, Texas Old Town, 1205 
Roland Lane, Kyle. 512-268-4220.  
www.kylechamber.org

25 Managing Diabetes:  
The Next Step

Those interested in learning more about 
how to deal with diabetes, including proper 
techniques for using insulin and maintaining 
blood sugar, are invited to attend the event. 
Diabetes patient Frank Atherton delivers a 
one-hour education program and shares his 
personal experience dealing with diabetes. 
6 p.m. Free. Central Texas Medical Center, 
1301 Wonder World Drive, San Marcos.  
512-353-8979. www.ctmc.org

26 through 27 
Fajita Fiesta Cook-off

Food enthusiasts from throughout Central 
Texas gather at the event, which is expected 
to attract 9,000–10,000 attendees. The event 
features a jalapeno-eating contest, games, 
food vendors, a beer garden and live music 
from local mariachi groups. Participants in 
the fajita cooking contest compete for cash 
prizes and trophies. Children and families 
are invited to ride free rides in the Kids Zone. 
Sonny Falcon, the first person to commercially 
sell fajitas, is also attending the event. 5–10 
p.m. (Fri.), 9 a.m.–10 p.m. (Sat.) Free. Buda 
City Park, 204 San Antonio Road, Buda.  
512-295-9999. www.fajitafiestatexas.com

October

04 Texas State football vs. the 
University of Idaho

The Texas State University football team 
takes on the University of Idaho Vandals. 
In the first game of the season Aug. 30, 
the Bobcats defeated the University of 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff 65-0. The Bobcats 
ended the game with 697 yards of offense, 
setting a university record. Time: TBA. Cost: 
Varies. Bobcat Stadium, 1100 Aquarena 
Springs Dr., San Marcos. 512-245-2272.  
www.txstatebobcats.com

September

18 ‘Cormac McCarthy’s House’ 
reading

Peter Josyph visits Texas State University’s 
Wittliff Collections for a reading from his 
book, “Cormac McCarthy’s House.” The book 
explores the writing of McCarthy, who has 
authored books such as “No Country For Old 
Men.” Josyph’s books are sold at the event. 
6:30–8:30 p.m. Free. The Wittliff Collections, 
Alkek Library, San Marcos. 512-245-2313. 
www.thewittliffcollections.txstate.edu
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20 3rd annual Aquarena  
Springs Triathlon

Triathletes compete in a 500-meter 
swim, 14-mile bike ride and 5-kilometer 
run. Participants must be USA Triathlon 
members or pay a $12 fee to become 
members during registration. Members 
must show their USAT membership ID 
during packet pickup. Parking is available 
in the Texas State University parking lot 
across from the race. Proceeds benefit the 
Early Act First Knight program at Travis 
Elementary School, a character-building 
program for students. Packet pickup: 4–7 
p.m. (Sept. 19). Anytime Fitness, 1917 
Dutton Drive, San Marcos. Triathlon: 8 a.m. 
$85 (park sprint triathlon), $120 (per relay 
team). The Meadows Center at Aquarena 
Springs, 921 Aquarena Springs Drive, San 
Marcos. www.rotarysanmarcos.com

20 2014 Hays County  
Cattle Baron’s Ball

The American Cancer Society hosts the 
event, which is headlined by country 
musician Bart Crow. Proceeds from 
the event support the ACS, which is 
dedicated to cancer treatment and 
research. The honorary chairman of 
this year’s ball is San Marcos Mayor 
Daniel Guerrero. Attendees are invited 
to partake in dancing, live and silent 
auctions, a barbecue buffet and other 
activities. 7–11 p.m. $150 (individual 
tickets). The Pecan Grove at Salt Lick, 
18300 FM 1826, Driftwood.  
512-919-1961. www.hayscbb.org 
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you make today can impact your future no 

matter how near to retirement you may be.

Topics To be discussed include:
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10 through 12 
2014 U.S. Vintage Racing 

National Championship 
The event features 600 vintage race cars, 
live music from Asleep at the Wheel and 
12 racing classes. The Sports Car Vintage 
Racing Association organizes the event. 
The event also includes a race among 30 
vintage Trans-Am cars. 8 a.m. $59. Circuit of 
The Americas, 9201 Circuit of The Americas 
Blvd., Austin. 512-301-6600.  
www.circuitoftheamericas.com/vintage

10 through 11 
 San Marcos High School  

all class reunion
Friday night’s activities include dinner at the 
San Marcos Embassy Suites and live music 
from the Grooves and the Beatles cover band 
the Eggmen. Saturday’s festivities include a 
golf tournament at Plum Creek and dancing at 
The Marc. Registration is required for the Friday 
dinner and golf tournament. 6 p.m.–midnight 
(Friday dinner and dancing), 8:30 a.m. (Saturday 
golf tournament), 7 p.m. (Saturday dancing). $49 
(Individual) $600–$1000 (Group sponsorships). 
The Marc, 120 E. San Antonio St., San Marcos. 
512-393-1733. www.smrattleralumni.com

San Marcos
Ear, Nose & Th roat

&
Medpark Hearing Center

512-353-8899
MedparkHearingCenter.com

2000 C Medical Parkway • San Marcos, TX 78666

We accept all Commercial Insurances & Medicare

Edward Tomaneng, MD
Ear, Nose & Th roat Specialist

His expertise ranges from:
• Balloon sinuplasty
• Allergy testing & treatment 
• Sleep disorders
• Ear, nose & throat disorders
• Hearing diffi  culty / rehabilitation 
• Balance disorders
• Head & neck tumors
• Th yroid disorders
• Voice and swallowing disorders

Dr Edward Tomaneng has been an ear, nose 
& throat surgeon in Hays County for 27 years!

Compiled by Brett Thorne

Riley’s Tavern
8894 FM 1102, Hunter
512-392-3132
www.rileystavern.com
Twitter: @rileystavern

September
19  Peewee Moore
25  The Stargazers
27  Big John Mills
October
04  The Beaumonts with Blackwater 
Revival
11    Peppers Blues
13   Songwriters Circle

Triple Crown
206 N. Edward Gary St., San Marcos
512-396-1050
www.triplecrownlive.com
Twitter: @triplecrownlive

September
19    Chasca, Victory March, Those Nights
25    Buzz N’ Bangs, Otis the Destroyer
26   Jamiroqueen, Hair Farmers
October
04  Henry & The Invisibles
05    The Organics, Vincent’s Betrayal
06  Chief and the Doomsday Device

Hays Co. BBQ
1612 S. I-35, San Marcos
512-392-6000
www.hayscobbq.com
Twitter: @hayscobbq

September
19     Texas Saints
20  Peppers Blues
27   Killa Hogs
October
04  Jesse Stratton
10   Wyzer
11    Marty White & The Blue  
  Clear Sky Band

Chief and the Doomsday Device 
plays Triple Crown on Oct. 6.

Sponsored by

Find more or submit San Marcos, 
Buda or Kyle events at  
impactnews.com/sbk-calendar.

To have San Marcos, Buda or Kyle 
events considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

Online calendar
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Sacred Springs Powwow
A 32-foot-tall teepee, 
archaeological displays and 

more are featured at the event, which 
celebrates the native and indigenous 
cultures of the San Marcos area. San 
Marcos, the longest continually inhabited 
area in North America, is home to the 
Indigenous Cultures Institute, which 
organizes the event. The event features 
traditional dances from the cultures 
represented as well as an Indian market 
with Native American food, arts and 
crafts. The powwow’s White Shaman 
panel tells the story of how the native 
inhabitants of San Marcos arrived in the 
area 4,000 years ago. Parking is available 
at the Bobcat Stadium parking lot across 
the street from Aquarena Springs. 
Shuttles begin taking attendees to 
the event at 9:30 a.m. and will run 
continuously until 6:30 p.m. 10 a.m.– 
6 p.m. Free (students, veterans, children), 
$3 or two canned food items (adults). 
Aquarena Springs. 921 Aquarena Springs 
Drive, San Marcos. 512-393-3310
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D uring the months North LBJ Drive 
in downtown San Marcos has 
undergone construction, Vagabond 

Vintage owner David Marrs said he has 
seen some of his neighbors close up shop.

Vagabond Vintage, however, has shown it 
has staying power. And with work sched-
uled to be completed by the end of Septem-
ber, according to the city of San Marcos, 
Marrs said he is hopeful downtown will see 
a resurgence.

Improvements such as widened side-
walks, repaved streets, replacement of water 
mains and the installment of bike lanes 
total about $6.5 million.

Marrs said he is optimistic those 
upgrades will attract more tourism in the 
downtown district, which he said is often 
bypassed for nearby cities such as New 
Braunfels and Wimberley.

“Going from construction to not con-
struction is automatically going to be bet-
ter,” he said. “My hope is that it will ... bring 
people in.” 

The vintage clothing store sells retro 
T-shirts, jeans, accessories and footwear.

The business thrives during the fall and 
spring semesters at Texas State Univer-
sity, as Vagabond Vintage has largely 
banked on the growing student popula-
tion throughout the years, Marrs said. In 
summer, when fewer students are in town, 
traffic to the store declines, he said. If 
downtown San Marcos can become more 
of a tourist attraction, then perhaps the 
shop would be a lot more profitable in the 
summer, he said.

Marrs moved to Austin from East Texas 
in 1998 with an eye toward owning his own 
vintage shop in town. He said he had been 
in the vintage clothing business “off and 
on” since the early 1990s. But Austin rent 
rates even then were out of his price range, 
he said, and he began to set his sights on 

Vagabond Vintage
Despite construction, clothing shop 
a mainstay in downtown San Marcos

Vagabond Vintage owner David Marrs’ quest to open a vintage clothing store saw him land in down-
town San Marcos in the early 2000s. August marked 13 years in business for the store.

Vagabond Vintage is stocked with cowboy boots, 
which has earned the store a reputation for having 
good deals on the popular footwear, Marrs said.

Vagabond Vintage Clothing
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Hutchison St.

320 N. LBJ Drive, San Marcos
512-554-1891
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 12:30–7 p.m.
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By JJ Velasquez

BUSINESS

with ea� , in-house fi nancingwith ea� , in-house fi nancingwith ea� , in-house fi nancing
on all in-stock m� orcycles!on all in-stock m� orcycles!on all in-stock m� orcycles!

FULL SERVICE WARRANTY & REPAIR SHOP

512-262-0011 • 21701 N. I-35 • EXIT 213 • KYLE, TEXAS • MITCHELLMOTORSPORTSTX.COM

HIT THE ROAD THIS SUMMER

GOOD & POOR CREDIT CUSTOMERS APPROVED!
APPLY ONLINE OR IN-STORE. 

San Marcos. In 2001, when Marrs opened 
his shop, no one else was selling vintage 
clothing in San Marcos, he said.

Celebrating its 13th anniversary in 
August, Marrs’ shop at 320 N. LBJ Drive 
has seen some competitors surface 
throughout the years. Retro Exchange, 
just a few doors down at 314 N. LBJ Drive, 
is one of Marrs’ “friendly” competitors, 
he said. 

“There are enough people here that we 
can both benefit from it,” Marrs said. 
“It’ll make it like a little scene, I guess you 
could say.”

Vagabond Vintage caters to a wide 
variety of customers, including Texas State 
fraternities and sororities that host theme 
parties throughout the school year. The 
shop has also gained a reputation for its 
quality supply of cowboy boots, Marrs said.

“[Customers] know what a pair of boots 
cost and how expensive they are,” he said. 
“So if  they come here and get a pair of Luc-
cheses for $60, they’re happy.”

The bedrock of most vintage stores, 
Marrs said, are the T-shirts, which usu-
ally date to the late 1980s and earlier. Now 
T-shirts from the 1990s are becoming 

vintage, he said.
Despite his shop’s success, Marrs said 

he maintains a bit of a chip on his shoul-
der. Vagabond Vintage’s Facebook page 
states the store “refuses to go quietly into 
the night.”

Although tongue-in-cheek, the choice 
of words reflects the underdog role he 
said he has played as a business owner.

When Vagabond first opened, a cus-
tomer told Marrs how great his shop was 
but that it  probably would not last very 
long, he said.

“There is always something fighting 
against you,” he said. “[But] I’m always 
going to persevere.”

Clothing and accessories often 
bought for theme parties thrown 
by the Greek organizations at 
Texas State University

Cowboy boots

Vintage T-shirts

Ugly Christmas sweaters

Flying off the shelves
Among the items owner David 
Marrs carries at his shop are 
jeans, jackets and accessories; 
but he said these items are typi-
cally his top sellers:
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W hen the organizers of some of 
Hays County’s largest events 
need a caterer, a master chef 

will not do. That is why they often hire 
the students from Hays CISD’s culinary 
arts class.

The class, which provides catering ser-
vices for the American Cancer Society’s 
Relay For Life and the Hays CISD Educa-
tion Foundation’s Denim and Diamonds 
event, began its ninth year at Lehman 
High School in August. The class is also 
being offered at Hays High School for the 
first time. 

“We’ve had the same customers for 
five, six, seven years who ask us to do 
their events over and over and over 
again,” culinary arts instructor Ryan 
Georgi said. “They trust us to do a good 
job, make tasty food that is at a reason-
able price and it all goes to a good cause.”

Georgi grew up working in kitchens, 
and after graduating college and receiv-
ing his teacher’s certification, he taught 
English at LHS for two years. When the 
culinary arts class launched at LHS in 
2005, he said he decided to apply for the 
position.  

The class’s curriculum includes knife 
work and cutting techniques, the chemi-
cal processes involved with cooking and 
sanitation. 

Georgi said when the semester begins, 
he starts students out washing dishes. 
Once they have grasped the importance of 
sanitation, they can move on to working 
on some of the class’s most popular dishes, 
such as chicken parmesan, chicken alfredo 
and deconstructed s’mores shooters. 

“You don’t see [chefs on television] get-
ting up there at 3 or 4 in the morning to 
make bread for 50 to 100 people,” Georgi 
said. “You don’t see them sweeping and 
mopping the hoods and degreasing the 
vents. You don’t see any of that stuff, 
but that’s the reality of it. Safety and 

sanitation are the most important parts 
of what you do in a kitchen.”

Georgi said the most important thing 
for him to impress upon his students is 
the importance of basic workforce skills, 
such as friendliness, the ability to col-
laborate and hard work. 

“I try to get the kids to understand 
that’s important,” Georgi said. “You’re 
going to need those inherent skills in 
order to get people to be able to want to 
hire you and to trust you and pay you 
more money.”

Georgi said the class has become one 
of the most popular in the district’s 
Career and Technical Education pro-
gram. He credited the district’s nutrition 
teacher, Stephanie Hoke, and her prede-
cessor, Betsy Slemmons, for much of the 
class’s success. 

Many of the program’s alumni have 
graduated and continued working in the 
restaurant industry, Georgi said.

Justin Hammond, a class of 2013 
graduate, now works at Asti, an Austin 
restaurant, which he described as “rustic 
Italian.” Hammond, who hopes to open 
his own restaurant one day, said Georgi 
taught him the importance of hard work 
and an appreciation for cooking. 

“If you show up every day and show up 
early and actually do stuff and don’t be 
lazy and arrogant, you’ll probably do just 
fine,” Hammond said. 

While registered for Georgi’s class, 
Gwyn Wilkerson made an instructional 
cooking video that ended up winning 
her a $10,000 scholarship to study at 
Austin culinary school Escoffier.  

She now works at Fino, a Mediterra-
nean restaurant in Austin. 

Hays CISD culinary arts
Cooking class serves up real-world experience

Hays and Lehman  
high schools

4820 Jack C. Hays Trail (Hays High School) 
1700 Lehman Road (Lehman High School)
512-268-8538
www.hayscisd.net

Hays CISD’s culinary arts class is being expanded to Hays High School (left) this year. The class, which 
teaches students about the restaurant industry, is starting its ninth year at Lehman High School (right). 

Hays CISD officials say the new culinary arts class-
room at Jack C. Hays High School should be ready 
for students later this fall.  
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Coupon must be present. 
Not valid with any other offer or special. Expires 10-15-14.

Pick-up only. Coupon must be present. 
Not valid with any other offer or special. Expires 10-15-14.

LARGE 1 TOPPING 
$7.99

LARGE SPECIALITY
$12.99

KYLE & BUDA
147 Elmhurst Dr., Kyle, TX

1.512.268.3697

NEW BRAUNFELS & GRUENE
1551 N. Walnut Ave., New Braunfels

1.830.627.3697

Sun–Thurs: 11am to 10pm
Fri & Sat: 11am to 11pm
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TAKEOUT • DELIVERY • DINE IN • CATERING

ORDER FROM YOUR FACEBOOK PAGE!
Visit www.FoxsPizzaDenTexas.com 

or download the Fox’s Pizza App to order!

35

122

150

2770 1626

Goforth Rd.

Lehman Rd.

Kohlers Crossing

Jack C. Hays Trail

Hays CISD culinary arts alumni

• Justin Hammond: After graduating from Lehman High School in 2013, Hammond studied at 
Austin culinary school Escoffier. He now works at Austin Italian restaurant Asti. The restau-
rant’s menu features dishes such as spaghetti carbonara and sweet corn risotto. 408 C E. 
43rd St., Austin. 512-451-1218. www.astiaustin.com. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.–4 p.m.,  
5 p.m.–close; Sat. 5 p.m.–close. 

• Kristen Mendez: After graduating from Lehman High School in 2014, Mendez started her own 
business baking custom cakes for birthdays, parties and other events. 512-536-0840

• Gwyn Wilkerson: A class of 2013 graduate, Wilkerson works at Austin restaurant Fino, whose 
menu features a variety of seafood dishes and paellas. Wilkerson is also currently studying at 
Escoffier. 2905 San Gabriel St., Austin. 512-474-2905. www.finoaustin.com. Hours: Mon.-
Thurs. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.; Fri. 11 a.m.–4 p.m., 5–10:30 p.m.; Sat. 5 p.m.–10:30 p.m.; Sun.  
10 a.m.–2 p.m.

To book the Hays CISD culinary arts  
students for your next event,  

contact Ryan Georgi. 512-268-8454
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SPECIALS
TUESDAY

2.95 Guns & Oil Draft
4.95 Smoked 

Chicken Taquitos

WEDNESDAY
Absolut Ladies Night

Live show featuring DJ & 
Absolut drink specials
Karaoke contest series 
beginning Sept. 24 with 

$350 first prize!

THURSDAY
4.50 Crown Royal 

ALL NIGHT

FRIDAY & 
SATURDAY

Food & drink specials, live 
show, DJ & dancing.

Check Facebook for details!

KYLE PKWY.REBEL RD.

CENTER ST.

150

I35

512-262-7712 • 108 W. Center St. • Kyle, Texas 78640

BUY ONE 
GET ONE 

FREE
ANY  MENU 

ITEM!

Dine-in only. 
Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. 
One offer per table. 
Expires 10-15-14.

FREE 
DARTS 
& PATIO 
GAMES

Patio Open!
Enjoy the cooler weather on our patio!

Grab a drink and a bite to eat during the game.
COME SEE US TONIGHT!

Saturday: 4pm-1am • Sunday: OPEN AT 11AM
Tuesday-Friday 4pm-12am • Closed Mondays

Happy Hour Specials
Tuesday through Saturday, 4PM - 6:30PM

3.50 Dos XX • 2.00 Off all specialty drinks & wine
10pm to close: 1/2 price queso & 3.00 wells

NEW SUNDAY HOURS OPEN AT 11AM! 
Featuring: 

6.95 Chicken & Waffles
7.95 Catfish & Chips

PATIO • BAR • TEXAS GRUB

da Vinci Robotic Surgery

General Surgery, Gynecological and Weight Loss Procedures
Find a list of daVinci surgeons at www.ctmc.org
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COFFEE WITH IMPACT

Tim League
Founder and CEO, Alamo Drafthouse Cinema
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By Joe Lanane

Tim League, founder of Alamo Drafthouse Cinema, was an engineer before starting the movie theater company.

A career in the movie business was not originally in the cards for Tim League, founder 
and CEO of Alamo Drafthouse Cinema.

Before starting the Austin-based movie theater chain, League attended Rice University, 
where he graduated in 1992 with degrees in mechanical engineering and art history. His 
engineering career started and ended with a two-year stint at Shell Oil in Bakersfield, 
Calif., the same city where he eventually opened his first movie theater.

The short-lived Tejon theater closed in 1995, at which point League and his wife, Kar-
rie, packed up and moved to Austin to start Alamo Drafthouse. The initial start was not 
without risk, as the couple cobbled together $250,000 in startup money, part of which 
came from their parents. In addition to Alamo Drafthouse, League is also the co-founder 
of Fantastic Fest, the largest genre film festival in the United States. He also operates a 
new distribution venture called Drafthouse Films, which helped distribute the Oscar-
nominated documentary “The Act of Killing,” among other movies.

How did the dining experience 
while watching a movie come 
about?

There was a theater in Portland [Ore.] 
that did beer and food service in the 
theater, and we really liked it. … So, yeah 
we completely blatantly ripped it off from 
another theater.

Why do you think the cinema eatery 
concept has been so popular?

Traditional movie concessions work for 
a certain group—sometimes you want a 
Coke and a popcorn. But our audience 
is a little older just by the nature of what 

we do, and so it’s a great date experience 
where you can compress eating and going 
to a movie into two hours and minimize 
the babysitting time.

How did you start the whole concept 
of making themed nights in which 
the food reflects the movie?

I think that just comes with me being 
a movie fan, and I like to throw events 
and parties. The idea of making the 
experience special and offering people 
something they can’t get anywhere else 
was very early on part of our marketing 
strategy to build loyalty.  

As CEO, what do you do?
There’s no real set day. We have other 

companies that are not just brick-and-
mortar theaters. We’re acquiring and dis-
tributing films, and it’s almost like that’s a 
startup. It’s a five-person team that should 
be a 20-person team, so I work a lot on 
that. But when it comes to the theater itself, 
I see my primary job as just making sure 
we don’t lose track of who we are. 

Any other expansions or secrets?
[East Sixth Street] is a really interest-

ing neighborhood. The Mueller develop-
ment is also really interesting. We don’t 

have anything to announce today, but 
we’re looking at these projects. This is 
our hometown, so as Austin grows, we’re 
certainly looking at all the areas for 
expanding.

Any plans for a San Marcos location?
We just opened up in New Braunfels, 

so we’re relatively close. San Marcos 
would be great. We still look for oppor-
tunities there. [The original San Marcos 
proposal] was just a plagued develop-
ment. The deal just didn’t work. But sure, 
we’re open to it. Again, it has to be for us 
a lot of factors that make this possible. 

16670 S IH 35, Suite B     Buda, Texas 78610                www.austinpetmc.com      512-425-0879

Our services include: 
 TRULY PRIVATE CREMATIONS 

 A pet is cremated without any  
  other pets in the processing chamber  
 in a transparent operation.  
 We offer 24/7 home or vet office  

  pickup with our wicker basket and  
 blanket service. You may bring  
 your pet to us if that is your wish.
 Pet Loss Grief support.
 Personalized memorialization  

 pieces.
 Use of our Memorial Room for

 a final goodbye or a small  
 memorial service.
Austin Pet Memorial Center treats 
your pet like a member of your 
family because we believe Pets are 
Family.

Your beloved pet deserves to be 
treated with the same dignity 
and respect in death as they 
were in life.  Austin Pet 
Memorial Center is here to
help pet parents make sure this 
happens.

Austin Pet Memorial Center 
is an open facility that offers a 
Memorial room, memorialization 
products and our cremation 
equipment is on-site. Because we 
are an open facility we can offer 
witnessed cremations and we can 
offer pet parents that peace of 
mind of knowing how and where 
their pets were cared for.

WITH A TOTAL MONTHLY DISTRIBUTION NOW MORE THAN ONE MILLION,  
MORE PEOPLE IN TEXAS RECEIVE COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER  

THAN ANY OTHER NEWSPAPER IN THE STATE.

1,000,000
More than 

Eyes of Texas are upon us
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181 D Cimarron Park Loop • Buda, Texas 78610
(512) 295-2273 • www.TherapyCenterOfBuda.com

Therapy Center of Buda is a family-centered clinic that provides 
speech-language and occupational therapy to children and teenagers. 
Wherein your child’s future is our greatest priority, we stand by our 
ability to provide high-quality services with genuine compassion.

If you are interested in an evaluation or a FREE consultation for your child, please contact us: (512) 295-2273

We accept private insurances
and MEdicaid!

Call us 
today if you have 
concerns about your child’s:

• Overall Development
• Feeding Skills
• Sensory Processing

• Language Skills
• Pronunciation
• Handwriting Skills

• Social Skills
• Stuttering
• Self-help Skills

Or if  your child is having difficulty in school with Dyslexia, writing, attention to tasks, following 
directions, excessive fidgeting during class, or displays unwanted behaviors during class time.

512-312-4816
402 LEWIS LANE • BUDA, TEXAS

307
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• CERTIFIED 
TEACHERS

• SPANISH 
CLASSES 

• LICENSED 
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Preschool
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round tables in hopes of encouraging dis-
cussion and collaboration among students, 
Eads said. 

“The teachers have bought into it,” Eads 
said. “We’re going to be teaching differ-
ently. We’re doing things differently. It’s 
not the same way I went 
to school or Dr. 
Wright went to 
school.

Challenges
The district is cutting back on 

paper textbooks in favor of digital devices 
such as tablet computers. Administrators 
expect the move to reduce costs and waste.

But the move to digital devices has also 
highlighted what Seaton called one of the 
biggest threats to academic success: In San 
Marcos CISD, 71.5 percent of students are 
considered economically disadvantaged, 
meaning the average annual income of 
a household of four is less than $44,123. 
The district’s rate is 11.1 percentage points 
higher than the state average of 60.4 percent.

Seaton said students are able to use tablets 
and other devices in classrooms, but when 
they go home the Wi-Fi infrastructure nec-
essary to access lessons is often unavailable.

“Right now we can get some devices into 
the hands of kids when they go home, but 
there’s no Wi-Fi [at home], so it doesn’t 
work,” Seaton said. “We’ve seen people 

parked on the side of the road by our cam-
pus because they were using the Wi-Fi off of 
our campus. When students can go home at 
night and watch [lesson plans using Wi-Fi], 
the next day, instead of sitting in the back 
and not paying attention, they can raise their 

hand because they’ve already 
learned it.”

To help ensure 
students from 

low-income 
families have a fair 

shot at an education, feeding pro-
grams have been created to provide students 
with free meals throughout the school year 
and into the summer, Eads said. 

Michelle Hamilton, director of Texas 
State’s Center for P-16 Initiatives, which 
aims to provide  Central Texas students with 
increased college access and success, said 
one of the biggest steps the district could 
take in removing socioeconomics as a factor 
in education would be to enact a universal 
pre-kindergarten program.

Universal pre-K
In 2012 the city of San Marcos, Texas 

State, Hays County and SMCISD formed 
the Core Four, a group dedicated to improv-
ing education opportunities for students in 
kindergarten through college.

One of the group’s recommendations was 
implementing a universal pre-K program 

negative image of the district persisted. To 
combat this, partnerships were formed 
within the community to help publicize 
the students’ achievements.

Eads said the district’s image has 
changed. Now SMCISD is looking to build 
on partnerships with the city of San Mar-
cos, Texas State University and the city’s 
business community to address issues 
such as a higher-than-average per-
centage of economically disad-
vantaged students and a gradu-
ation rate that lags behind the 
state average. 

“It is not just the job of school 
districts to educate children,” said 
Kim Porterfield, former San Marcos 
city councilwoman and one of the driv-
ing forces behind the city’s Youth Mas-
ter Plan. “Municipalities that want to 
have a thriving middle class need to 
provide a ladder of opportunity to 
its citizens to move up.”

Changes
Howell Wright, SMCISD assis-

tant superintendent for curricu-
lum, instruction and accountabil-
ity, said the district’s adoption of the 
teaching model known as Engage to 
Learn is changing how students are 
being taught.

Instead of being asked to memorize 
dates and names, for example, students 
are now expected to understand how 
and why something happened. When a 
students offers an answer to a question, 
it is not unusual for a teacher to ask 
the student how he or she arrived at 
that answer, said Susan Seaton, a third-grade 
teacher at Crockett Elementary School.

“In the past we would ask a student to give 
us an answer, and it would be sufficient if 
that answer was correct,” Seaton said. “Now 
we ask them, ‘How did you know that?” and, 
“How do you prove that?” 

“I’ve seen the rigor and high expectations 
increase each year. I’ve seen the students 
respond to that. I know we have a lot of talk 
about the achievement gaps. I can tell you 
that from a teacher and employee’s point of 
view, those gaps are closing.”

Wright said he believes the increased rigor 
could help further improve the district’s 
dropout rate, which was 0.3 percentage 
points lower than the state average in 2012, 
according to the Texas Education Agency’s 
2012-13 Academic Performance Report. 

“If we engage students more in the 
classroom, even with greater rigor, they’ll 
want to stay in school more,” Wright said. 

In response to Engage to Learn, some 
teachers have removed desks in favor of 

that would be free for all 4-year-olds.
SMCISD took a major step toward car-

rying out the recommendation during the 
2013–14 school year when it went from a 
half-day pre-K program to a full-day.  

Again progress was made when, in 2013, 
voters approved a bond that included $12.7 
million for construction of a new pre-K 
campus. When the new school opens in 
January, it will have capacity for 600 stu-

dents, and the district expects about 
400 to enroll in the program this 

year. The program will be free 
to students who are considered 
educationally disadvantaged 
or meet other specific federal 
guidelines. Students who do not 

qualify under those guidelines 
must pay tuition. 

“I think there are a whole lot of 
people who are on that [income] 
threshold who really should qual-
ify for [free] pre-k, and it will make 
a world of difference between 
their child having success and not 
doing well,” she said.  

Eads said his “ultimate goal” is to 
expand the pre-K program so that 
it is a universal, free program to all 
San Marcos students one day,  but 
estimates from San Marcos’ Youth 

Master Plan peg the total cost of 
operating a universal, free pre-K pro-

gram at about $1.2 million annually. 
In the mean time, Hamilton said the 

university will continue its partnership 
with the district in a program called 
Caminitos. Through the program, 
which began in 2010 and was signifi-
cantly expanded in 2013, Texas State 
graduate students and staff assist the 
pre-K in areas such as fine motor skill 

and verbal skill development. 
“The investment in pre-k is a game 

changer,” Hamilton said. “It is the best 
investment a community can make.”

In August, State District Judge John Dietz 
reaffirmed his previous ruling that Texas’ 
school financing system is unconstitutional. 
If the decision holds, Texas school districts 
could see an infusion of billions of dollars. 

If money is dispersed to the state’s school 
districts, SMCISD would have many areas to 
consider addressing with additional funds, 
including technology, career and technical 
education, transportation, and universal 
pre-K, Wright said.

“We believe money doesn’t resolve every-
thing,” Wright said. “But we know that to be 
able to do what’s expected to prepare our 
students for their future and ensure students 
are meeting state assessments, it requires a 
little more funding.”

Changes
Continued from | 1

FOCUS

Teachers’ roles are changing from 
lecturers to discussion moderators. 

Teachers encourage a deeper 
understanding of lessons by asking 

questions such as “How do you know 
that?” or “How did you arrive at that 
answer?” when a student offers a 

response to a question.

The district is increasing 
efforts to put Wi-Fi–enabled 
devices instead of books in 

students’ hands.

The district is focusing on providing 
early childhood education for more 

students. The district’s new pre-K 
campus, which was built using bond 
funds from the 2013 bond election, 

will have a capacity for 600 students.

Students are encouraged to collaborate 
on projects and in discussions. In some 

classrooms, teachers have replaced desks with 
circular tables to encourage discussion and 

interaction among students.

24
Average class  

size in SMCISD  
elementary  

schools

71.5
Percentage of district students who 

are economically 
disadvantaged

12.9
Average years  

of teacher 

experience  

in SMCISD

20.5
Average class  

size in SMCISD  

secondary  

schools

Sources: San Marcos CISD and Texas Education Agency

Design by Brandy Cohen

Comment at impactnews.com
   Tell us what  
     you think.
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NOW EASIER TO GET TO! 
East on 150 & right on  Old Post Rd. 

Our building is straight ahead!

512-262-1600
241 Weldon Johnston Way

Kyle, TX 78640

THEJUMPYPLACETX.COM 

JUMP INTO THE
 MOST FUN IN KYLE!

241 Weldon Johnston Way • Kyle, TX 78640 
(512)262-1600 • www.thejumpyplacetx.com 

COUPON!

Buy 1 Admission 
& Get 1 50% Off 

Jump Into The Most 
Fun In Kyle!
• Birthday Parties
• Private Parties

• Slumber Parties
• Monthly Memberships

• Infl atable Bounce House!!

Mon: 10am - 6pm • Tues: CLOSED
Wed: 10am - 6pm • Thurs: 10am - 6pm

Fri: 10am - 7pm • Sat: 10am - 7pm
Sun: 12pm - 6pm

*Coupon must be present. 
Not valid with any other special or offer. 

Expires March 22, 2012

158

35

Old 
Po

st 
Rd.

Weldon Johnson Way

Mon., Wed., Thur.: 10am-6pm • Fri., Sat.: 10am-7pm
Sunday: 12pm-6pm • Tuesday: CLOSED

WEDNESDAY: 
$6 ENTRY ALL DAY

THURSDAY: 
FREE JUICE OR WATER 

& SNACK BAG WITH ADMISSION

FRIDAY: 
FRIDAY NIGHT FUN 
$6 FROM 3-7PM

• Birthday Parties • Slumber Parties • Private Parties 
• Monthly Memberships • Inflatable Bounce House

• Birthday Parties • Slumber Parties • Private Parties • Birthday Parties • Slumber Parties • Private Parties 

Look for our 

flyer in your take

 home folders for 

Hays CISD 

students!

$1 of  each visit 

goes to your 

school’s PTA! MOST FUN IN KYLE!
East on 150 & right on  Old Post Rd. 

• Birthday Parties • Slumber Parties • Private Parties • Birthday Parties • Slumber Parties • Private Parties 
• Monthly Memberships • Inflatable Bounce House

& SNACK BAG WITH ADMISSION

$25 OFF ANY 
PARTY 

PACKAGE
One per group. 

Must book by 10-15-14.

NOW EASIER TO GET TO! 

$25 OFF ANY 

District scores by grade
2013–14 State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) passing results*

Grade 3  Reading 72%  Math 66%

Grade 4  Reading 76% Math 73%

Grade 5  Reading 78% Math 81%

Grade 6  Reading 70% Math 77%

Grade 7  Reading 70% Math 70%

Grade 8  Reading 80% Math 74%

End of course, all grades  English I 58%, English II 65%, algebra I 82%, biology 89%, U.S. history 92%
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by grade*
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1 Bowie MS 710 77.5% 67% 60% 70% 65% 72% 78% 87% 67% 7

2 Crockett MS 538 58.4% 77% 76% 85% 82% 79% 87% 92% 84% 8

3 DeZavala MS 507 80.3% 63% 64% 72% 76% 71% 66% 71% 63% 7

4 Hernandez MS 793 80.7% 73% 79% 78% 66% 71% 87% 76% 80% 8

5 Mendez MS 525 89.5% 82% 72% 84% 90% 77% 80% 79% 74% 8

6 Travis MS 650 78.6% 70% 51% 73% 70% 62% 74% 78% 67% 7

2012–13 statistics** State District

Economically disadvantaged 60.4% 71.5%

English Language Learners (ELL) 17.1% 8.6%

Average annual salary of teachers $48,821 $47,574

Average starting salary of teachers $41,878 $41,600
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by grade*
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7 Goodnight MS 1,019 74.6% 72% 85% 72% 73% 67% 83% 77% 64% 40% 9

8 Miller MS 679 70.1% 66% 65% 68% 66% 60% 75% 69% 63% 48% 9
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by subject*

End of course – all students
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9 San Marcos MS 2,073 59.7% 52% 86% 51% 60% 89%

District and school targets
The new accountability ratings were released this summer. In August, districts and 

campuses received ratings of Met Standard, Met Alternative Standard and Improvement 
Required based on student State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness and end-
of-course exam results from the 2013–14 school year and other indicators. 

Students began taking STAAR and end-of-course exams in 2012, but during the 2013 
legislative session lawmakers reduced the number of end-of-course exams from 15 to five. 
High school students are required to pass algebra I, U.S. history, biology, English I and 
English II end-of-course exams before graduating. 

Sources: San Marcos CISD, Texas Education 
Agency, Pearson Education Inc.

*Test results are from the spring 2014 STAAR and end-of-course administrations. Fifth- 
and eighth grade math and reading results are from the first administration only.

**2013–14 statistics will be available in November
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Sept. 27
The College Board recognizes 30 Advanced Placement scholars from 
San Marcos High School. The recognition is given to any student who 
achieves a score of 3 or higher on three or more AP exams.

May 3
Crockett Elementary School teacher Connie Bagley wins 
the Lifetime Achievement Award at H-E-B’s Excellence 
in Education gala. Bagley won $25,000 for herself and an 
additional $25,000 for Crockett Elementary.

April 7
San Marcos CISD breaks ground on a new pre-K center at the 
site of the Old Bowie Elementary School campus, 1225 Hwy. 
123, San Marcos. The new campus will have capacity for 600 
students and is being built using 2013 bond funds.

Aug. 25
The 2014–15 school year begins at San 
Marcos CISD. Initial estimates put this 
year’s enrollment near 7,720, an all-time 
high for the district. 

June 18
San Marcos CISD Superintendent Mark Eads is named the 2014 
Superintendent of the Year for Region 13, an area composed of 16 
counties and 60 school districts within Central Texas. Eads is also one 
of five finalists for the Superintendent of the Year for the state of Texas.

Accountability ratings
In the performance index accountability system, first implemented in 2012–13, ratings are as follows:
Met Standard (MS): Met performance targets
Met Alternative Standard (MAS): Met performance targets for charter operators and alternative 
education campuses
Improvement Required (IR): Did not meet one or more performance targets

2013–14 San Marocs CISD accountability rating MS

Compiled by Brett Thorne, Kayley Ryan, 
Fares Sabawi and JJ Velasquez
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2014–15 SMCISD feeder pattern

2014–15 SMCISD school boundaries

For more information on schools in San Marcos CISD, visit www.smcisd.net

MIDDLE SCHOOL BOUNDARIESELEMENTARY SCHOOL BOUNDARIES

HIGH SCHOOL BOUNDARIES

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

HIGH SCHOOL

MIDDLE SCHOOLS

2013–14 San Marcos CISD total students 7,513

Get it to go. 

Get it catered.

WE CATER 

ANY EVENT! 

• Weddings

• Graduations 

• Parties

• Business Events

Call us! 

512-938-1019
"Great BBQ brings people together." Justin Pearson, Owner

512-938-1019
2601 Hunter Rd.
San Marcos, TX

SanMarcosBBQ.com

1 FREE SIDE

WITH PURCHASE

OF A MEAT OF

YOUR CHOICE.

One off er per person, cannot be combined. 

Must present off er. Expires 10-15-14.

12

123McCarty Ln.

Hunter
 Rd.

Education 
sponsors

181 D Cimarron Park Loop • Buda, Texas 78610
(512) 295-2273 • www.TherapyCenterOfBuda.com

Therapy Center of Buda is a family-centered clinic that provides 
speech-language and occupational therapy to children and teenagers. 
Wherein your child’s future is our greatest priority, we stand by our 
ability to provide high-quality services with genuine compassion.

If you are interested in an evaluation or a FREE consultation for your child, please contact us: (512) 295-2273

We accept private insurances
and MEdicaid!

Call us 
today if you have 
concerns about your child’s:

• Overall Development
• Feeding Skills
• Sensory Processing

• Language Skills
• Pronunciation
• Handwriting Skills

• Social Skills
• Stuttering
• Self-help Skills

Or if  your child is having difficulty in school with Dyslexia, writing, attention to tasks, following 
directions, excessive fidgeting during class, or displays unwanted behaviors during class time.
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Accountability rating

District scores by grade
2013–14 State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) passing results*

Grade 3  Reading 81%  Math 63%

Grade 4  Reading 72% Math 63%

Grade 5  Reading 75% Math 77%

Grade 6  Reading 76% Math 77%

Grade 7  Reading 77% Math 73%

Grade 8  Reading 85% Math 77%

End of course, all grades  English I 58%, English II 65%, algebra I 82%, biology 89%, U.S. history 92%
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by grade*
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1 Blanco Vista MS 711 64.4% 69% 51% 70% 63% 64% 74% 65% 75% 18

2 Buda MS 461 33.8% 87% 69% 60% 52% 58% 94% 87% 74% 16

3 Camino Real MS 733 83.4% 74% 64% 89% 76% 80% 58% 66% 66% 14, 17

4 Carpenter Hill MS 641 10.6% 97% 90% 81% 80% 85% 94% 87% 85% 16

5 Elm Grove MS 543 12.2% 93% 75% 92% 78% 86% 89% 82% 59% 16

6 Fuentes MS 621 43.8% 75% 65% 70% 58% 69% 79% 85% 70% 15

7 Green MS 567 62.8% 80% 66% 67% 69% 66% 66% 67% 79% 14

8 Hemphill MS 812 86.1% 60% 41% 62% 58% 45% 61% 55% 56% 17

9 Kyle MS 687 41.3% 82% 66% 71% 56% 58% 75% 67% 54% 18

10 Negley MS 766 14.8% 90% 70% 75% 68% 61% 93% 93% 89% 14

11 Pfluger MS 548 46.2% 81% 59% 73% 63% 73% 81% 79% 69% 14, 15

12 Science Hall MS 646 64.9% 68% 35% 59% 50% 64% 64% 65% 61% 15, 17

13 Tobias MS 607 47.4% 78% 61% 64% 56% 62% 71% 68% 70% 15, 18

2012–13 statistics** State District

Economically disadvantaged 60.4% 46.1%

English Language Learners (ELL) 17.1% 15.6%

Average annual salary of teachers $48,821 $45,612

Average starting salary of teachers $41,878 $39,914
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by grade*
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14 Barton MS 904 44.2% 80% 74% 78% 70% 71% 85% 73% 77% 79% 19

15 Chapa MS 668 54.3% 67% 71% 75% 73% 67% 80% 81% 70% 57% 20

16 Dahlstrom MS 816 17.5% 84% 85% 87% 86% 81% 95% 96% 82% 76% 19

17 Simon MS 558 81.2% 63% 77% 62% 66% 51% 77% 75% 77% 61% 19, 20

18 Wallace MS 854 50.5% 79% 77% 76% 67% 69% 83% 56% 68% 72% 20
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by subject*

End of course – all students
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19 Jack C. Hays MS 2,144 29.6% 82% 91% 63% 74% 95%

20 Lehman MS 2,137 51.6% 70% 87% 53% 55% 90%

**2013–14 statistics will be available in November

2013–14 Hays CISD accountability rating MS

20
13

–1
4

Y
EA

R 
IN

 R
EV

IE
W

2013 2014

Oct. 18
In honor of teacher Yvette Sutten, who was diagnosed with breast cancer in the 
summer, Lehman High School hosts a shave-a-thon. The event is put together by 
the Health Occupations Students of America program and student council. More 
than 125 students’ heads are shaved to raise awareness about breast cancer.

Feb. 24
Trustees unanimously approve calling a bond 
election in May for $59.1 million to fund projects 
such as a new middle school, Wi-Fi upgrades and 
other initiatives.

Feb. 21
Hays CISD’s Simon Middle school joins fewer than 400 schools 
throughout the nation by earning the title of “School to Watch.” 
One of eight Texas middle schools to receive the honor, SMS 
was named to the list compiled by the National Forum to 
Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform. 

Aug. 25
Classes begin for the 2014–15 
school year. An all-time high of 
17,924 students is estimated 
to be enrolled at the district.

Aug. 28
The Hays CISD board of trustees unanimously 
decides to locate its sixth middle school, which will 
be funded by the bond issue approved in May, on 
Dacy Lane. The site is in Kyle’s unincorporated area.

May 10
Teresa Tobias, Willie Tenorio and Sandra Bryant 
win their respective races for a place on the 
board of trustees. Tobias is a first-time trustee, 
and Tenorio and Bryant were re-elected. Voters 
also approve the district’s $59.1 million bond.  

Compiled by Brett Thorne, Kayley Ryan, 
Fares Sabawi and JJ Velasquez

Sources: Hays CISD, Texas Education 
Agency, Pearson Education Inc.

*Test results are from the spring 2014 STAAR and end-of-course administrations. Fifth- and 
eighth grade math and reading results are from the first administration only.
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2014–15 Hays CISD feeder pattern
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2014–15 Hays CISD school boundaries

For more information on schools in Hays CISD, visit www.hayscisd.net
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2013–14 Hays CISD total students 17,255

Education 
sponsors

181 D Cimarron Park Loop • Buda, Texas 78610
(512) 295-2273 • www.TherapyCenterOfBuda.com

Therapy Center of Buda is a family-centered clinic that provides 
speech-language and occupational therapy to children and teenagers. 
Wherein your child’s future is our greatest priority, we stand by our 
ability to provide high-quality services with genuine compassion.

If you are interested in an evaluation or a FREE consultation for your child, please contact us: (512) 295-2273

We accept private insurances
and MEdicaid!

Call us 
today if you have 
concerns about your child’s:

• Overall Development
• Feeding Skills
• Sensory Processing

• Language Skills
• Pronunciation
• Handwriting Skills

• Social Skills
• Stuttering
• Self-help Skills

Or if  your child is having difficulty in school with Dyslexia, writing, attention to tasks, following 
directions, excessive fidgeting during class, or displays unwanted behaviors during class time.
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already begun, officials said, and will be 
ongoing during the 2014–15 school year.

Although those projects address recent 
concerns, employee compensation has his-
torically been subpar in comparison with the 
other districts in the Central Texas region, 
Scherff said.

“I think everyone realized that we were in 
a position that we didn’t want to be,” McKie 
said. “And we needed to develop a strategy to 
compensate our employees and position our-
selves to where we could attract and retain 
one of the best workforces in Central Texas.”

Pay increases
On May 27 the Hays CISD board of trust-

ees decided unanimously to increase annual 
salaries for teachers, nurses and librarians by 
an average of 3.9 percent for 2014–15. 

Additionally, all other employees received 
raises equal to 1.5 percent of the midpoint in 
their salary range. For example, a mail cou-
rier who made $8.59 an hour with a midpoint 
of $10.62 in his or her pay range in 2013–14 
will make $8.75 in 2014–15.

The district’s total 2014–15 budget figure 
of $166.54 million is an increase of 8 percent 
from last year’s due in large part to the pay 
changes Hays CISD made.

A salary survey of 15 area school districts 
conducted by the Texas Association of School 
Boards on Hays CISD’s behalf sparked many 
of the adjustments, including alterations 
to the various employee pay scales, which 
dictates how one’s salary graduates with the 
experience he or she attains.

The survey found that pay ranges in gen-
eral at Hays CISD were too low and not com-
petitive with the market. Inequities in the 
pay structures of campus administrators, bus 
drivers and Public Education Information 
Management Systems clerks had led to espe-
cially low pay for those positions, according 
to the study.

Teacher salaries, especially for those with 
10 years of experience or less, were particu-
larly low and led to high turnover, the study 

states. First-year teachers made $40,388 in 
2013–14, the lowest compared to the 15 
school districts the survey examined. San 
Marcos CISD paid entry-level teachers 
$42,000, and Austin ISD’s first-year teachers 
made $43,286.

Cindy Klegg, director of human resources 
services at TASB, said the raises the district 
gave were not significant enough to make 
Hays CISD stand out among its regional 
competitors.

“That’s not enough to make them more 
competitive,” Klegg said. “They were about 
5-percent below [the median of the 15 sur-
veyed districts]. … [The increases] would not 
be enough to close the gap and even get to the 
middle of the pack.”

The salary adjustments were made based 
on the salary data TASB collected from the 
2013–14 school year. Hays CISD averaged 
out the 15 districts’ “steps”—incremental pay 
raises for every year of experience earned—
so that each step in the district would fall on 
what Scherff calls the “trend line.” The move 
puts the district “dead in the middle” of its 
competitors, he said.

“We can’t be at the bottom and recruit 

Hays CISD
Continued from | 1

people,” he said. “Our community has a lot to 
offer for people who want to come here. But 
you have to have your salaries competitive.”

2011 Legislature
Steve Thompson, president of the Hays 

CISD chapter of the Association of Texas 
Professional Educators and a teacher at 
Lehman High School, said that while com-
pensation is just one factor teachers consider 
when choosing an employer, squaring pay 
with that of other districts in the area gives 
Hays CISD a leg up.

“I think it’s a good thing,” Thompson said. 
“I’m glad to see us getting more on par with 
other districts.”

In 2009, Thompson sat on a compensation 
committee that laid out a three-year plan for 
the district to make compensation equitable 
with its neighbors. Employees of the district 
saw pay raises in the first year the plan was 
implemented. But the 2011 Legislature saw 
an unprecedented drop in state funding for 
public schools.

More than $5 billion was slashed from the 
state’s education budget, and districts are still 
recuperating from the loss in funds. McKie 

and Scherff said Hays CISD’s annual state 
funding is $8 million behind where it would 
be had the cuts not been made.

Most districts froze salaries in light of the 
budget cuts and have been playing catch-up 
ever since, Klegg said.

“We see a lot of districts trying to gain 
some ground,” she said. “But there is not 
enough money to close the gap. The aver-
age pay increase [among school districts] has 
been about 3 percent. Three percent is just 
barely the cost of living [increase], so that 
is not going to be enough to make a dent in 
actual salary improvement.”

For their part, Hays CISD administrators 
acknowledged more strides must be made to 
accomplish the district’s compensation goals.

“We still have a long way to go,” McKie said. 
“I think people realize there is a lot of work to 
do. We have taken one step in the right direc-
tion, but this is an area that we are going to 
have to focus on for many years ahead.”

Early-college  
high school
• The district is in preliminary talks with the 
recently opened Austin Community College 
Hays campus to start an early-college high 
school initiative.

• Early-college high schools allow students 
to concurrently complete their high school 
diplomas while earning as many as 60 
college credit hours upon graduation. 

Becoming a school 
district of choice

Hays CISD’s $59.1 million bond approved 
in May will fund new facilities, technology 
upgrades and transportation infrastructure. 
The district hopes these upgrades will 
help draw more attention from prospective 
employees and parents seeking to relocate.

Wireless  
infrastructure
Officials said upgrades should be 
completed by the close of the  
2014–15 school year and will include:

Sixth middle school
• The $35 million facility is 
slated to be ready for the start 
of the 2016–17 school year.

• The new school will be 
located on Dacy Lane, south of 
FM 133 near Tori Drive.

How Hays CISD ranks among area districts
The Texas Association of School Boards salary survey compares compensation at 
Hays CISD with 15 of its regional neighbors. The salary averages were calculated 
using the different salary “steps” districts pay based on teachers’ years of 
experience. The district ranked 16th in starting teacher salary as well as average 
teacher salary for the 2013–14 school year. 

Career & technical 
education
• The bond issue also  
included $2.3 million  
for a new career and  
technical education building.

• District officials said plans call 
for expanding the amount of 
certification programs offered in 
the district.

• Currently offered programs 
include cosmetology, pharmacy 
technician and culinary arts, 
among others.

Source: Hays CISD Design by Brandy Cohen

• Increased 
bandwidth

• Aiding in 
around-the-clock 
use of technology

• Easing the 
transition from 
paper to digital

• More wireless 
access points

Hays CISD
Rank: No. 16 

Average teacher 
 salary: $45,894

San Marcos CISD: 
Rank: No. 12 

Average teacher  
salary: $47,149

Schertz-Cibolo-Universal City ISD
Rank: No. 1 

Average teacher salary: $53,660

Lockhart ISD: 
Rank: No. 4 

Average teacher salary: $49,759

Austin ISD: 
Rank: No. 15 

Average teacher  
salary: $46,353
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What aspect of education should school districts 
prioritize when allocating funding?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/sbk-poll

D’Ette & Co. Dancers
Make somenew friendsin dance!

FALL REGISTRATION
AVAILABLE ONLINE NOW! 

Dance Classes for All Ages

Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Hip Hop
Call 512-561-0605 for more information

3310B FM 967 • Ste. A105 • Buda, TX in the Buda Sports Center

www.dettedancers.com
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Saturday, Oct. 18 
The Long Center

www.AustinHeartWalk.org

For your family. For your community. 
Help fi ght heart disease and stroke right here at home.

For more information, contact: Bennett Haines at 512-338-3487 or Bennett.Haines@heart.org

www.AustinHeartWalk.org

Locally sponsored by:Nationally sponsored by:

Heart Walk®

Saturday, Oct. 19 » 8AM

South 1st Street Bridge
www.AustinHeartWalk.org

Locally sponsored by:Nationally sponsored by:

Heart Walk®

My Heart. My Life.

For your family. For your community. 
Help  ght heart disease and stroke right here at home.

“My name is Rebecca and this is my fi ancé, Sean. In 
2011, Sean became very sick. His kidneys began to 
fail and doctors eventually diagnosed him with a rare 
and severe form of endocarditis, requiring a life-saving 
surgery, which had him back to his old self in relatively 
no time. Sean kept his spirits high, re-formed his 
country band and re-enrolled at Texas State. Just 
three months after his surgery, in June of 2012, Sean 
proposed to me. It was the happiest day of my life, 
however later that October, Sean left for school and 
never came home. For unknown reasons his heart 
stopped and I lost my Sean. The Heart Walk means the 
world to people like me because it funds research and 
education that helped Sean truly enjoy his life - with no 
regrets - and will help someone else’s fi ancé, brother, 
son, or neighbor live longer, stronger, healthier lives.”

– Rebecca Duffy

For more information, contact Jackie Quintero at 512-338-2639 or Jackie.Quintero@heart.org

www.AustinHeartWalk.org

Comprehensive, Local, Expert Podiatric Care for Adults & Children

www.ThePodiatryGroup.com

Jeff Henke, DPM
Diplomate, American Board 

of Podiatric Surgery
Certifi ed in Foot Surgery

Located in  Hays Surgery Center
512-268-FOOT (3668)

NOW 
ACCEPTING 

NEW 
CLIENTS!

135 Bunton Creek Rd.
Suite 300 • Kyle, Texas

Medical & surgical treatments for disorders affecting the foot and ankle

• Foot & ankle trauma, sprains
• Running injuries & sports medicine
• Heel pain, plantar fasciitis
• Foot dermatology, fungus & warts
• Diabetic ulcers & wound care
• Soft tissue masses, cysts
• Corns, calluses, bunions, hammertoes
• Achilles tendonitis
• Tarsal tunnel syndrome
• Pediatric foot care
• Ingrown toenails
• Senior walking problems
• Flatfoot, fallen arches
• Toe deformities 
• Neuromas
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realtyaustin.com

Darcy Newton 
REALTOR® 

darcy@realtyaustin.com

512.997.8886

Local Knowledge. Proven Results.

Resident and specialist in the Buda/Kyle area.

UNDER CONTRACT 

IN 9 DAYS!

“Darcy Newton is professionally persistent and has 
a great working knowledge of the neighborhoods. 
She is articulate, responds to calls and requests 
quickly, and is defi nitely an asset to Realty Austin. 
During this whole process (2 years because of 
family and needs changes) I always felt as though 
Darcy was trying to fi nd me a home that met my 
interests and needs, and never felt as though 
she was trying to sell me a house. I will happily 
refer Darcy and Realty Austin to any friends or 
neighbors looking to buy or sell a home.”

–Allen Collins

512-295-0483•WilliesJoint.com
824 Main St., Buda TX

Market Data
On the market (as of Sept. 9)

Price 78610 78640 78666

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

Median price of homes sold   August 2014  vs.    August 2013

Neighborhood data provided by  
Holly Morris

Century 21 Randall Morris
512-787-9918

holly@randallmorris.com

REAL ESTATE

Elm Grove is a community of homes located 
south of Austin in Buda. This neighborhood 
is surrounded by a country setting and the 
Garlic Creek greenbelt. Residents are close to 
downtown Buda and Hays CISD schools.

Elm Grove

242 Crooked Creek  $248,000 
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath  2,020 sq. ft. 
Agent: April Maki   
Sisu Realty and Associates  512-470-7979

333 Crooked Creek  $277,000 
4 Bedroom / 3 Bath  3,105 sq. ft. 
Agent: April Maki   
Sisu Realty and Associates  512-470-7979

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 9/8/2014

Build-out year: Not built out

Builders include: Gehan Homes

Square footage: 1,800–3,900

Home values: $220,000–$420,000

HOA dues (estimated): $240 annually 

Amenities: Cabela’s, Hays YMCA, H-E-B, Garlic 
Creek greenbelt, Lowe’s, South Park Meadows 
shopping center, Target, The Home Depot, Walgreens 
Schools: Elm Grove Elementary School, Dahlstrom 
Middle School, Jack C. Hays High School

Property taxes (in dollars):
City of Buda  0.2979 
Northeast Hays Co. ESD No. 2 0.0300 
Hays Co. ESD No. 8 0.1000 
Special Road District 0.4252 
Hays CISD 0.0438 
Hays County 1.4613 
Austin Community College District 0.0949

Total (per $100 value) 2.4531
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$246,352 76$113.16 86

Median 
home value

Homes under 
contract*

Homes on 
the market*

Average days 
on the market*

$7,825.50

Median annual 
property taxes

Median price 
per square foot

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Price Range 78610 78640 78666 78610 78640 78666

$149,999 or less 2 6 3 3 16 17

$150,000–$199,999 9 36 6 18 19 8

$200,000–$299,999 39 27 16 21 16 18

$300,000–$399,999 12 2 2 21 28 14

$400,000–$499,999 3 - - 20 - -

$500,000–$599,999 1 - 1 31 - 62

$600,000–$799,999 - - - - - -

$800,000–$999,999 - 1 1 - 16 6

$1 million + - - - - - -
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Market data compiled by  

Austin Board of REALTORS®

10900 Stonelake Blvd., STE A-100 | Austin, TX 78759

ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency

78610 Green Meadows 148 Firebush Way 3br/2ba $164,500 1,479 Angelica Garcia J.B. Goodwin Realtors

78610 Meadows at Buda 554 Hot Springs Valley 4br/2ba $270,349 2,827 April Maki Sisu Realty & Associates

78610 Shadow Creek 754 Shadow Creek Blvd. 4br/2ba $215,000 2,588 Juanita Thornton HomeCity

78610 Stonefield 284 Travertine Trail 3br/2ba $219,000 1,746 Christine Pura Keller Williams Realty

78610 Stoneridge 1681 Stone Rim Loop 4br/2ba $200,000 2,258 Sandra Alvarez Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

78610 Sunfield 466 Pond View Pass 4br/2ba $282,239 2,843 Pamela Buske RE/MAX Capital City II

78610 Whispering Hollow 181 Fresno Springs 3br/2ba $246,000 2,107 JonZachary Guenther Keller Williams Realty

78640 John Pharass Survey 1110 S. Old Stagecoach Road 4br/3ba $850,000 3,601 Carol Whisenant e–Executive Realty

78640 Kensington Trails 118 Buckingham Drive 4br/2ba $202,831 1,913 Pamela Buske RE/MAX Capital City II

78640 North Trails 340 Zebra Drive 3br/2ba $140,500 1,524 Salena Gutierrez ZipRealty

78640 Plum Creek 4298 Mather 4br/2ba $189,000 2,060 Dean Erickson Keller Williams Realty

78640 Post Oak 269 Ames Cove 3br/2ba $185,000 1,472 Katherine Brooks Keller Williams Realty

78640 Silverado at Plum Creek 116 Cowboy Cove 3br/2ba $179,900 3,395 Timothy Heyl Keller Williams Realty

78640 Southlake Ranch 276 Onyx Lake Drive 4br/3ba $175,000 2,083 Suman Khisty Keller Williams Realty–RR

78640 Waterleaf 751 New Bridge Drive 4br/2ba $179,000 2,516 Natalie Freeman Keller Williams Realty

78666 Bishop Crossing 2036 Northview Drive 3br/2ba $210,000 1,970 Michele Ryon Keller Williams Southwest Market Center 

78666 Blanco Gardens 1107 Barbara Drive 4br/2ba $119,900 1,400 Jason Tarr Keller Williams Realty-Hays County 

78666 Blanco River Village 426 Heart Ridge 3br/2ba $196,900 1,980 Jason Tarr Keller Williams Realty-Hays County 

78666 Cottonwood Creek 230 Goldenrod 4br/2ba $153,650 1,676 Renee Harris Confidence Realty Group 

78666 Estates of San Marcos 2704 Mountain High Drive 4br/2ba $369,000 2,526 Robbie Wiley Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates 

78666 Falcon Wood 451 Condor Drive 3br/2ba $159,900 1,740 Sherry Keeble Exit Realty-New Braunfels 

78666 Hunter Ridge 405 Hunter Ridge Road 3br/2ba $229,900 2,228 Linda Peterson RE/MAX Hill Country 

78666 Morningwood 461 Morningwood Drive 3br/3ba $112,500 2,128 Thomas Tucker House Realty

751 New Bridge Drive

183

45
TOLL

21

35

78666

78640

78610

REAL ESTATE

Recent Property Listings

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 7/16/14 and 9/4/14 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors and the San Marcos Area Board of Realtors. Although every effort has been made to ensure the 
timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.



Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print



The teenage years are important ones. They’re full of growth, adventure and let’s be honest— 

there's some risk. We o� er expert care for every bump along the way, helping teens grow into 

healthy, active adults. Our team at Dell Children’s Medical Center is here for your family from 

the day your child enters the world until the day they leave the nest—skateboard and all.

A member of the                     Family of Hospitals
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