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Land development rule revisions lie ahead for Buda

San Marcos updating 
multifamily standards

New apartment projects, such as Uptown Square on Thorpe Lane (above), are 
being built throughout San Marcos. According to data from the city, there are 
1,296 new units under construction with 3,318 bedrooms. 

By Brett Thorne
When Ocie Vest went before the 

San Marcos Planning and Zoning 
Commission in December with 
a plan to develop about 192 acres 
of land near Yarrington Road and 
I-35 for apartments and retail, he 
was not looking to initiate a com-
plete rewrite of the city’s apart-
ment development policies. But 
that is what he got.

“We want to see high-quality 
development [on the tract],” Vest, 
a vice president with Dallas-based 
development company Stratford 
Lane, told the commission in 
December. “If you believe those 
[multifamily standards] need to be 
strengthened, I don’t know if we 
would disagree with you.”

Since that December meeting, 
the city’s planning staff has been 
gathering input and proposing 
updates to the standards that apply 

to multifamily developments. 
An initial draft of the revisions is 
expected to be presented to P&Z 
on May 27. 

“[The commission was] very 
concerned that even though the 
[Yarrington] development was 
where the comprehensive plan 
said it should be, the type of devel-
opment that could go there—at 
our gateway, really visible on I-35, 
near a really up and coming single-
family neighborhood—was a big 
concern because of the [develop-
ments] that have been built,” Plan-
ning Manager John Foreman said.

The proposed standards will 
focus on problematic areas of 
development identified by City 
Council, P&Z and residents. Those 
include building and site design; 
building materials; vehicular, 
cyclist and pedestrian access and 
parking.

By JJ Velasquez
In the dozen years since the city of Buda 

wrote its rules governing how land can be 
developed in the city, its population has more 
than tripled, several large-scale developments 
have been built and the vision of both city 
leaders and residents for what the city should 
be has changed.

“We’re not that sleepy little town off of I-35 
anymore,” Mayor Todd Ruge said. “We can’t 
act like a small town anymore. We have to step 
up and have rules in place that are attractive to 
developers and investors to come here.”

The city is planning a significant revision 
of its code, one that agrees with the new Buda 
and what some citizens have envisioned for its 
future.

The code applies to land—whether public 
or private, developed or undeveloped—within 
the city limits or its unincorporated area and 
dictates where high-density developments, 
such as apartments, can be built in the city.

Buda’s 2030 Comprehensive Plan identifies 
six different “character districts,” likely to be 
the sites for future development of land uses 
such as parks, industrial complexes, retail and 

Matt Lewis, director of planning 
and development services, said 
the standards also aim to integrate 
apartment complexes into the sur-
rounding community.

In some cases, apartments have 
been built near single-family 
homes with mixed results, he said. 

Mill Street, a historic area that 
also includes apartments, is a 
good example of how building 
a multifamily development on a 

large piece of land with only a few 
entrance points can affect compat-
ibility, Foreman said. 

“You have this great little grid 
network of a historic area, and it 
just falls apart at Mill Street where 
you have these huge, gigantic new 
complexes that are 20 or 40 acres 
of apartments,” Foreman said.

Instead of 40-acre complexes 
with two or three entrances points, 
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2. Develop a citywide trail network to 
connect parks, open space, residential, 
downtown, shopping and other destinations 
throughout Buda.

1. Provide a sufficient and diverse 
mix of housing so residents have 
options for all stages of their life 
cycle.

3. Create policies that 
support downtown 
development.

3 rule revisions from Buda 2030 Comprehensive Plan*
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office sites. Rewriting the UDC allows the city 
to enforce district-specific regulations.

After trying several years to place a revi-
sion of the city’s code on the budget, former 
Councilman Ron Fletcher said the $150,000 
line item finally made the budget in the wan-
ing months of his term last year.

In 2002 Fletcher sat on the Planning and 
Zoning Commission that acted as a steering 
committee in the city’s original code-writing 
process. 

Although it was not a common practice 
for cities the size of Buda to adopt a unified 
code, doing so in 2002 allowed the city to grow 
smoothly and without significant struggles, 
Planning Director Chance Sparks said.

“It was a very progressive move that I think 
saved a lot of headaches as time moved on,” 
Sparks said.

What is the UDC?
A city’s unified development code dictates 

the development that can occur on a piece 
of property. Unifying the rules into a single 

Look for our annual Healthcare 
Directory next month

healthcare
directory 2014–15
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Not all ERs are alike.  

Urgent care, new and 
free-standing facilities 
don’t always have the 
experience, technology 
and treatment options 
to intervene in true to intervene in true 
emergencies.  

CTMC’s Emergency 
Services provide you 
with the diagnostic 
technology and the 
expertise of more than 
400 physicians and 400 physicians and 
clinicians who manage 
emergencies every day.

Emergency Services

Experience is the 
       best medicine.Comprehensive, Local, Expert Podiatric Care for Adults & Children

www.ThePodiatryGroup.com

Jeff Henke, DPM
Diplomate, American Board 

of Podiatric Surgery
Certifi ed in Foot Surgery

Located in  Hays Surgery Center
512-268-FOOT (3668)

NOW 
ACCEPTING 

NEW 
CLIENTS!

135 Bunton Creek Rd.
Suite 300 • Kyle, Texas

Medical & surgical treatments for disorders affecting the foot and ankle

• Foot & ankle trauma, sprains
• Running injuries & sports medicine
• Heel pain, plantar fasciitis
• Foot dermatology, fungus & warts
• Diabetic ulcers & wound care
• Soft tissue masses, cysts
• Corns, calluses, bunions, hammertoes
• Achilles tendonitis
• Tarsal tunnel syndrome
• Pediatric foot care
• Ingrown toenails
• Senior walking problems
• Flatfoot, fallen arches
• Toe deformities 
• Neuromas

We are committed to 
recruiting, educating 
and training students 
to meet the needs of a 
changing job market.

Residential Advisor (Dorm Attendant)

GARY JOB CORPS OFFERS FULL BENEFITS WITH 401K!

EOE
Apply online at: www.MTCjobs.com

Driver (Mobile Advisor)

Cook Helper
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CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065
2014 Audi A4 2.0T FWD 
Multitronic Premium Pkg
COLD WEATHER PACKAGE
WALNUT WOOD INLAYS
METALLIC PAINT

$349mo 1    36 MO. LEASE

ALL 2013 CARRERA 
4S CABRIOLET
NEW, IN-STOCK REMAINING

$12,000 OFF MSRP!

2014 S60
$5,000 OFF
MSRP ON REMAINING 
NEW INVENTORY

1 - Audi - 36 mo. closed-end leases off ered to qualifi ed customers by Audi Financial Services. Stk# D0981 based on MSRP $36,295. $2,999 down + $695 acquisition fee + fi rst mo payment + $0 security deposit = $4,043 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $19,236. 36 monthly payments of $349. Off er expires 5-31-14.  2 - Subaru 
-Model FFE P11. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may aff ect fi nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. pymt total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly pymts of $299, fi  nal pymt/residual = $16,463. Based on 10k mi./yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $26,133. Stk# Z10144. Off er expires 5-31-14.  3 - Volvo -Stk# V4871. 
36 mo lease with approved credit through Volvo Car Financial Services. Lease based on 10,000 mi/yr with $.25/mi excess charge. $3,499 +TT&L total due at inception (no sec. dep. required). Final payment / residual = $21,482. MSRP $36,865. Includes application of $500 Volvo Allowance. Ad unit subject to availability. *Complimentary Factory Scheduled 
Maintenance covers the fi rst three services at no charge: 10,000, 20,000 and 30,000 miles. Complimentary Wear Item Coverage includes all Volvo Genuine Parts such as wiper blades, brake pads and rotors. Benefi ts must be utilitzed within 3 years or 36,000 miles. Tires excluded. See dealer for complete details. Off ers expire 5-31-2014. - Porsche -Must take 
delivery from dealer stock. Off er good while supplies last. Cannot be combined with any other off er. See dealer for more details. Off ers expire 5/31/2014.
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2015 Forester 2.5i 
Premium 6MT 
$299mo 2 42 MO. LEASE

In April the city of 
Buda saw an 18 percent 
increase in its monthly 
sales tax revenue com-
pared with the same 
period last year, accord-
ing to the city’s economic 
development corporation. 
That is nearly double 
Hays county’s percentage 
of increase. Buda and San 
Marcos are each mak-
ing moves to ensure the 

growth both cities have seen—in terms of population 
and the economy—continues to be managed wisely. 

The city of Buda is revising its unified development 
code, which guides what development—residential, 
commercial or otherwise—will look like in the city. In 
reporter JJ Velasquez’s front-page story this month, he 
explains what the code means for the city as a whole. 

In San Marcos the issue of growth is often painted as 
students versus permanent residents. The proposed new 

apartment development standards—which guide how 
new apartments will look in the city—are the subject of 
my front-page story this month. In addition to new stan-
dards, the city is also considering a special permitting 
process for developers looking to build student housing. 
The proposal has been welcomed by some and met with 
backlash from others who think the requirement is akin 
to classifying students as second-class citizens.

While the protection and preservation of historic 
neighborhoods is an important endeavor for any grow-
ing city, things such as sales tax revenue and workforce 
population are also important. Determining where and 
how growth happens is one of the best ways to ensure a 
balance between those two interests.

So what came first—growth or economic opportu-
nity? It is hard to say, but it is also probable that without 
balance, you will have neither the former nor the latter. 
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ReadeR cOMMenTs

Summit panelists discuss SH 45 SW
impactnews.com/sbk

“I’m afraid Brigid [Shea, candidate for Travis County Commis-
sioners Court] and most of the other attendees at the summit 
ignored what TxDOT Environmental Engineer Carlos Swonke 
said: The water going into the aquifer through the planned filters 
will be cleaner than naturally occurring runoff.”
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Proposed San Marcos bar faces opposition
impactnews.com/sbk

“If indeed the bar/restaurant is to open then the parking spots 
right in front of the area often used by children, preteens and 
teen activities be available only for church use 24 hours a day.”

– rick Henderson

What do you think of the growth of the 
craft beer  industry in Hays County?

results from an unscientific Web survery collected 4/16/14–5/6/14.

  10%

it is too early to say whether this is positive or negative. 
it needs to be regulated heavily to ensure public safety.  5%

it is a negative thing. there are enough drinking 
establishments and drink options in our county as it is.

  1% other

  84%
this growth is a good thing because it provides adult  
residents with more drink options, and it creates jobs.
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4  Jamie Barnard and Jody Doss opened 
Hill Country Hot Yoga, 1917 Dutton Drive, 
Ste. 110, San Marcos, on May 1. The 
1,000-square-foot studio offers 20 classes 
a week of hot yoga. Students build up a 
therapeutic sweat in 90- to 100-degree 
temperatures with humidity coming from 
radiant heat panels on the ceiling.   
512-751-3936.  www.hchotyoga.com
 
5  Michael Turbeville opened Turbulence 

Tattoos, 1501 Goforth Road, Ste. 104, Kyle, 
on April 15. The tattoo parlor employs 
artists Hilary Martin and Maggie Hughes, 
who specialize in abstract and watercolor 
art. Turbeville said he also plans to host 
art shows at the parlor. 512-262-0572. 
www.turbulencetattoos.com.   
Twitter: @turbulencetatts
 
6  Patrick Duffy opened Blue Moon 

Optical, 121 W. San Antonio St., San 
Marcos, on April 28. Certified as a 
dispensing optician for eyeglasses and 
contacts, Duffy said his eyewear stock is a 
mix of vintage and contemporary styles. 
512-982-9242. www.bluemoonoptical.com

7  Kenny and Tonya Arthur opened 
Fresh Coat Paint, 1320 Cabela’s Drive, 
Buda, in April. The business provides 
painting services for residential and 
commercial customers in Austin, San 
Marcos, Buda, Kyle, Wimberley and New 
Braunfels. 512-400-2776.  
www.freshcoatsouthaustin.com

Coming Soon

8  Dunkin’ Donuts/Baskin-Robbins, 20371 
N. I-35, Kyle, will open in late summer. The 
2,500-square-foot building will feature 
Dunkin’ Donuts’ pastries as well as coffee, 
espresso drinks and sandwiches. The 
Baskin-Robbins portion will offer frozen 
treats. www.dunkindonuts.com,  
www.baskinrobbins.com

9  My Emergency Room 24/7, 2810 S. 
I-35, San Marcos, will open in June. The 
full-service emergency room provides 
services for emergencies from sore 
throats and coughs to strokes, heart 

Now Open

1  Wayne Goss opened Applied Wing 
Chun Kung Fu, 700 N. LBJ Drive, Ste. 112-
C, San Marcos, on Feb. 15. The traditional 
martial arts studio offers classes on 
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings. Goss has taught martial arts for 
about 10 years, he said. 512-704-5299. 
www.waynewingchun.com

2  Quest ATX, 10815 FM 1625, Austin, is 
hosting a grand opening celebration May 
17. The business uses a cable system to pull 
wakeboarders, skiers and kneeboarders 
on the facility’s private lake, which is 
surrounded by 130 acres. The business also 
offers stand-up paddleboarding and more. 
512-298-9370. www.questatx.com

3  Online postal mail service Scan 

Mailboxes opened April 2 at 2028 E. Ben 
White Blvd., Ste. 240, Austin. Managing 
owners Chris Landry and Ken Brown said 
the company notifies customers by email 
of mail. Customers can then log onto the 
company’s website and choose to have 
mail opened and scanned, forwarded, 
shredded and recycled, or put in storage. 
512-222-7002. www.scanmailboxes.com.  
Twitter: @scanmailboxes

IMPACTS

personnel, inc
riorityP

Skilled temporary & long-term employment opportunities. 
Light Industrial, Offi ce/Clerical, Technical, Professional and Retail.

Better People. Better Jobs. 
Better Period.

Apply with us today for great job opportunities!

512-392-2323
prioritypersonnel.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

Providing a Continuum of Quality Health Services

At Corridor Primary Care, our skilled team of 
Pediatric and Internal Medicine physicians 
offer comprehensive medical care for your 
entire family. Conveniently located in the heart 
of San Marcos, with a Pediatric satellite office 
in Kyle, our courteous and knowledgeable 
staff works hard from first contact to make 
every visit to our office positive.

CORRIDOR PRIMARY CARE PEDIATRICS
512-392-1700 | www.corridorpd.com

601B Leah Ave. • San Marcos, TX
181 Kirkham Circle • Kyle, TX

CORRIDOR PRIMARY CARE INTERNAL MEDICINE 
512-396-1000 | www.corridorim.com

601A Leah Ave. • San Marcos, TX

SUMMER 
IS ALMOST 

HERE! 
SCHEDULE 

YOUR SPORTS OR 
CAMP PHYSICALS 

& ANNUAL 
EXAMS TODAY!

45
TOLL

21

80

12

130

150

150

123

967

35

2720

1626

1327

2001

621

2770

aquarena 
Springs dr.

LBJ dr.

craddock ave.

Wonder 
World 
drive

main St.
Hun

te
r r

d.

old Bastrop Hwy.

Pos
t r

d.

Staples rd.

o
ld

 S
ta

ge
co

ac
h 

r
d.

Jack c. 
Hays trail

map not to scale

Windy 
Hill road  

Bunton rd.

Bebee rd.

2439

136

183

San Marcos

Kyle

Buda

35

Hop
kin

s S
t.

G
ra

ve
l S

t.W
. S

an
 a

nt
on

io 
St.

W
. m

ar
tin

 L
ut

he
r K

ing
 Jr

. d
r.

Belv
in 

St.

Bur
les

on
 S

t.

W. Hutchison St.

u
ni

ve
rs

ity
 d

r.

c
m

 a
llen P

kw
y.

S
. G

uad
alup

e S
t.

S
. LB

J d
r.

S. Fredericksburg St.

S. Edward Gary St.

Herndon St.

12

cheatham St.

Kyle Pkwy.

Kyle center dr.

city Lights dr.

Bunton rd.

m
ar

ke
tp

la
ce

 a
ve

. old Bridge trail

35

center St.

35

967

2770

main St.

Goforth rd.

1

2
1625

35

Woodward St.

Ben White Blvd.

3
290

71

dutton dr.

5
Goforth rd.

Goforth rd.

6

8

12

13 16

15

7
11

18

cabela’s dr.

144

109

17Everett St.



San Marcos | Buda | Kyle Edition • May 2014 news  7

attacks and broken bones, co-owner 
Ryan Cradeur said. The business has an 
emergency lab and is staffed with an 
emergency room physician, nurses and 
a radiology technician. The business 
will accept private insurance but 
not Medicaid or Medicare. Cradeur 
said patients with life-threatening 
emergencies will receive care regardless 
of payment type. 512-392-7800.   
www.myemergencyroom.com
 
10  Sleep Experts, 2586 S. I-35, Ste. 101, 
San Marcos, will open May 22. The 
Dallas-based mattress retailer has more 
than 55 stores in Texas. Mattresses of 
varying types are sold at its stores, such 
as foam, innerspring, gel and adjustable 
beds. www.sleepexperts.com. 
Twitter: @sleepexperts

Relocations

11  Hays Insurance Group, 316 N. Main 
St., Ste. B, Buda, moved its offices from 
3470 Jack C. Hays Trail, Buda, on 
April 1. The business provides home, 
automotive, life and health insurance as 
well as financial services. 512-262-3388. 
www.haysinsurancegroup.com

School Notes

The Hays CISD board of trustees 
was presented with budget 
recommendations in April workshop 
meetings. Superintendent Michael 
McKie summarized the recommended 
additions, savings and a list of priorities 
for the 2014-15 budget. Among 
the recommendations were salary 
increases, as recommended by the 
Texas Association of School Boards 
compensation study; capping student-
to-teacher ratios at 22:1; and addressing 
districtwide staffing needs. 512-268-2141. 
www.hayscisd.net. Twitter: @hayscisd

San Marcos CISD elementary school teacher 
Connie Bagley was presented with the 
Lifetime Achievement Award 2014 from 
H-E-B on May 3. The award honors teachers 
who have spent more than two decades in 

education. As the recipient of the award, 
Bagley, who teaches at Crockett Elementary 
School, will receive $25,000 for her personal 
use. The school district also receives 
$25,000. H-E-B has been giving out the 
Excellence in Education awards for the past 
12 years. At this year’s event, which was held 
in Houston, the grocery chain gave more 
than $430,000 in cash and grants to award 
recipients. 512-393-6700. www.smcisd.net 
 
Texas State Enactus was named the 2014 
Enactus National Champion at the Enactus 
National Expo in Cincinnatti held April 1–3. 
Enactus is a national organization dedicated 
to bringing together students and business 
leaders to promote entrepreneurialism. The 
organization’s activities include creation 
and implementation of community 
empowerment and educational projects. 
Texas State’s team beat 518 other Enactus 
teams from universities throughout the 
nation to take home the title. The team will 
represent the United States at the Enactus 
World Cup in Beijing on Oct. 22–24.  512-
245-3224. www.business.txstate.edu/sife. 
Twitter: @txstateenactus

New Ownership

12  Germany-based company Younicos 
acquired the assets of Xtreme Power, 
1120 Goforth Road, Kyle, via a 
winning bid in the Kyle energy-storage 
company’s Chapter 11 auction overseen 
by the U.S. District Bankruptcy Court 
of West Texas, according to an April 
news release. Xtreme Power filed for 
bankruptcy in January. 512-268-8191. 
www.xtremepower.com
 
13  Greg and Kimi Devonshire recently 
purchased Milt’s Pit BBQ, 208 W. Center 
St., Kyle, from former owners Milt 
and Bunny Thurlkill. The new owners’ 
first day of business was April 19. The 
restaurant offers barbecue, burgers and a 
variety of sides. 512-268-4734.  
www.miltspitbbq.com

Anniversaries

14  Stitches & Such, 1917 Dutton Drive, 

Ste. 106, San Marcos, celebrated its 
fifth anniversary May 1. The shop, 
which provides custom embroidery 
for individuals and large companies, 
celebrated the milestone with giveaways, 
sales, food and a free gift with every 
purchase. 512-805-8547. 
www.stitchesandsuch.com
 
15  Owner Michaela Kovaric celebrated 
the first anniversary of Stellar Cafe, 
235-A N. LBJ Drive, San Marcos, on 
April 28. The cafe features coffee, red 
espresso, smoothies and breakfast items, 
in addition to free Wi-Fi. 512-757-8569. 
www.thestellarcafe.com

Closings

16  Railroad Bar-B-Que, 107 E. Center 
St., Kyle, closed April 20. The restaurant 
was open for about 30 years before a 
rerouting of Center Street caused traffic 
patterns to change and sales to drop, 
its owners said on social media. The 
restaurant’s Manchaca location closed on 
the same day, but the Dripping Springs 
location remains open. www.rrbbq.com.  
Twitter: @railroadbbq

In the News

17  On May 5 Austin Regional Clinic Kyle 
Plum Creek, 4100 Everett St., Ste. 400, 
added an after-hours clinic on Monday 
nights. Open Mondays from 5–9 p.m., the 
clinic serves registered ARC patients and 
community members age 12 months and 
older. Patients are encouraged to schedule 
appointments to ensure shorter wait 
times. 512-346-6611.    
www.austinregionalclinic.com. 
Twitter: @austinregional
 
18  The sign recognizing the Stagecoach 
House, 880 Main St., Buda, as a historical 
landmark was unveiled April 24. The 
house was restored in 2011 and named a 
historical site by the federal government 
shortly after. In 2012 it was designated 
as a state landmark, but the marker was 
not received until last year. 512-295-7170. 
www.ci.buda.tx.us

Michael Turbeville opened his tattoo studio, Turbu-
lence Tattoos, in Kyle on April 15.  

5

Patrick Duffy opened Blue Moon Optical in San 
Marcos on April 28. 

6

Hays Insurance Group relocated to 316 N. Main 
St., Ste. B, Buda on April 1. 

11

00

Owner Michaela Kovaric celebrated the first anni-
versary of Stellar Cafe on April 28. 

• RV Sales
• Service
• Parts

The more you know about RVs... the better we look!

1-800-781-7848 • 15855 S. IH-35, Exit #220 • Buda, Texas 78610 • CamperClinic2.com

HUGE DISCOUNTS on 2013 models!
A LIFETIME WARRANTY is included with every new RV sold!

Camper Clinic II is an exclusive lifetime warranty RV dealer.
• Pays 100% parts & labor*  • No deductible • Nationwide service

(*On all covered components)

BUY WITH 
CONFIDENCE. 

Call for 
details today!Dutchmen Aspen 

Trail 3125 RLS 
Travel Trailer  

MSRP $33,287 | Stock #C2D0111

Palomino Puma 
27 RBSS Travel Trailer  

MSRP $27,528 | Stock #C2P0323

Keystone Laredo 
250 RL Fifth Wheel  
MSRP $48,223 | Stock #C2K0275

DDDDDDDuD t

SALE 

$19,988
n PPa

SALE 

$18,988
Ke

SALE 

$29,988

SOLD
OTHER MODELS 

STILL AVAILABLE!

news or questions about San marcos, Buda or Kyle? 
Email sbknews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Brett Thorne and JJ Velasquez
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EDUCATION

512-396-8736 • 101 E. Hopkins St. • San Marcos, TX • CentralTXBallet.com • Monday - Friday 12pm-9pm, Saturday 9am-12pm, Sunday Closed

Ballet • Pointe • Tap • Jazz • Contemporary • Mommy, Daddy & Me

CLASSES ARE LIMITED - RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY!

Central Texas Ballet Conservatory
Discipline. Harmony. Perseverance.

WEEKLY CLASSES (JUNE 21-JULY 26)
Mommy, Daddy & Me: 9:30-10:00am (18mo.-3) 

Pre-Primary/Primary: 10:00-10:45am (4-5) 
Kinderdance: 11:00-12:00pm (5-6)

Foundation: 12:00-1:00pm (6-9)

SUMMER 2014 CLASSES
Summer Intensive: June 23-July 11 (9+)

Creative Movements & Arts Camp: June 16-20 (3-5)
Tutus & Tendus Ballet Camp: July 7-11 (6-9)

August Workshop: August 4-15 (10+)

meeting the standards. Now the 
standards are going to change 
and they are probably going to 
be even more challenging. We 
have to be even more strate-
gic with our decisions when it 
comes to budgets and programs 
and policies.”

The chamber mails the reports 
to new residents and businesses 

Austin chamber releases 2013 
education progress reports
By Kelli Weldon

Helping to raise awareness 
about the mismatch between 
local job openings and student 
aspirations is one of the goals of 
the Greater Austin Chamber of 
Commerce’s annual Education 
Progress Reports, said Kimberly 
Reeves, vice president of talent 
alignment with the chamber.

On April 3 the chamber 
released its 2013 reports, which 
include K–12 student perfor-
mance data from the 2011–12 
school year as well 2013 STAAR 
results and highlight key factors 
such as graduation rates and col-
lege readiness.

As school counselors through-
out Central Texas help students 
transition to new Foundation 
High School Program gradua-
tion plans under House Bill 5, 
part of the message the chamber 
wants to convey is what opportu-
nities are available for students, 
Reeves said.

“We are in one of the fastest-
growing communities in the 
country with a lot of high-
demand jobs and a lot of mis-
match between the jobs that we 
have and what kids think they 
want to do,” she said.

The Austin chamber has 
partnered with Central Texas 
school districts and chambers 
for the past nine years to put 
together the reports. This year 
the reports cover 12 school dis-
tricts in Central Texas including 
Austin ISD, Hays CISD, Hutto 
ISD, Leander ISD, Pflugerville 
ISD, Round Rock ISD and San 
Marcos CISD.

The reports examine the 
number of students who say 

they intend to attend college, 
how many students applied for 
financial aid, and the percentage 
of a school district’s graduating 
class that is deemed college- and 
career-ready, a classification 
based on state performance 
measures.

Additionally the reports 
include direct-to-college enroll-
ment rates—the percentage 
of high school students who 
actually went on to enroll in a 
university, community college 
or technical school immediately 
after graduating.

Districts statewide are con-
tinuing their transition to the 
State of Texas Assessments of 
Academic Readiness, or STAAR, 
exams. The reports include 
information on how fifth- and 
eighth-graders performed on 
STAAR exams in math, reading, 
science and social studies. Fifth 
graders are preparing to enter 
middle school, while eighth 
graders are preparing to enter 
high school.

“I think school districts prob-
ably are still a bit in shock over 
how much harder and more 
comprehensive the STAAR test 
is than the TAKS,” Reeves said, 
noting standards are scheduled 
to become even more rigorous 
in 2016.

Overall the reports provide 
business owners, educators 
and parents with an overview 
of what is happening in local 
school districts, Reeves said.

“We have the highest gradua-
tion rates that we have ever had 
in the region,” she said. “Even in 
the face of budget cuts, [school 
districts] are doing a good job 

and shares them with Realtors 
who can present them to pro-
spective residents, she said.

In addition to the reports, the 
chamber offers initiatives such 
as its Financial Aid Saturdays, 
which encourage students who 
intend to go to college to com-
plete the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid, or FAFSA.

The chamber presented the 
reports April 3 at a luncheon 
featuring keynote speaker Gene 
Austin, CEO of Bazaarvoice and 
2014 chamber chairman-elect, 
as well as a presentation by 
Catherine Morse, general coun-
sel at Samsung Austin. The full 
reports can be accessed at www.
austinchamber.com/edureports.
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2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

44% 43% 45% 38% 40%

How many graduates 
went directly to college 

upon graduation?

Fall enrollment

Percentages indicate students who 
have enrolled for the first time in at 
least one credit-bearing course at 
a community college or degree-
granting institution in the fall after 
graduating, in Texas or out of state.

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

100%

2009 2010 2011 2009 2010 2011

Graduated in 4 years

add’l graduates in 5 years

Hays CISD

Graduated in 4 years

add’l graduates in 5 years

San Marcos CISD

Sources: national clearinghouse data, ut ray marshall center, texas academic Performance report

How many students 
graduated from 

high school within 
4 to 5 years?

Local reactions to 
the 2013 education 

progress data

“There have been some 
great gains. We’ve 

done improvements 
in some areas. We look 

at the whole student 
at San Marcos CISD…

beyond the test scores.”

“The most important 
takeaway is that we 

are seeing steady 
improvement overall, 
meaning more gains 

than declines.”

—Hays ciSd Superintendent  
michael mcKie

—San marcos ciSd Superintendent 
mark Eads
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By Brett Thorne
Parts of the 23.7-mile stretch of I-35 in Hays County 

support an average of 127,000 cars per day according to the 
Texas Department of Transportation. TxDOT is beginning 
to look at the segment of I-35 in Hays County as part of the 
I-35 Capital Area Improvement Program, which aims to 
improve transit reliability, emergency response times, mobil-
ity and safety for drivers, cyclists and pedestrians traveling 
on the highway and its frontage roads. 

The I-35 Capital Area Improvement Program, also known 
as Mobility 35, involves the entire stretch of I-35 from Posey 
Road in San Marcos to SH 130, north of Georgetown. Hays 
County’s portion of the project begins at Posey Road and 
stretches to SH 45 SE north of Buda.

In addition to improving mobility and safety for automo-
biles the plan aims to address the needs of pedestrians and 
cyclists through the use of dedicated, continuous sidewalks 
and shared bike lanes on frontage roads. 

In addition to Mobility 35 projects, entities such as Hays 
County, the cities of San 
Marcos, Kyle and Buda 
and TxDOT are currently 
working on projects to 
improve mobility on I-35. 

Proposed, not yet approved

approved, not yet begun

Project under construction

Posey Road

Hays County, TxDOT and the Federal 
Highway Administration have partnered 
to reconstruct the intersection of i-35 
and Posey Road so the highway goes 
over the road. The county is paying $1.5 
million for the environmental studies 
and design, and TxDOT is paying $15 
million for construction. Construction is 
expected to begin in early 2015 and will 
last about 18 months. 
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Second  
signal

First signal

Continuous-flow 
intersection

Yarrington Road

This project includes a widening of the Yarrington 
Road bridge over i-35 and construction of turnarounds 
on the northbound and southbound frontage roads on 
the bridge. The project will be completed after the FM 
110 loop is completed. When completed, the Yarrington 
bridge will accommodate six lanes of travel. The 
project is expected to cost $12.2 million.

Hopkins Street and Aquarena Springs Drive

TxDOT opened a continuous-flow intersection at the intersections of Aquarena 
Springs and i-35 on May 1.  A CFi is also planned for Hopkins Street and i-35. 
Drivers approaching a CFi who wish to turn left will be directed through a 
series of stop lights to the far left side of the road, where they can turn without 
crossing oncoming traffic. Other drivers continue through the intersection as 
they normally would. TxDOT has budgeted $4.7 million for the projects.

River Ridge Parkway

During open houses  
held March 25 and 27  
in Buda and San Marcos, 
respectively, residents 
expressed a desire for 
increased access to and 
from i-35. One example 
that came up was the 
addition of an exit ramp 
to River Ridge Parkway 
on northbound i-35. 
Currently drivers heading 
north on i-35 must take 
the exit for Aquarena 
Springs and travel 
through the stoplight 
there before they reach 
River Ridge Parkway.

On May 1 TxDOT debuted a continuous-flow 
intersection at Aquarena Springs Drive and 
i-35. it is the first CFi in the Austin area.

Citizen input

TxDOT hosted open houses in 
March to gather feedback on the 
i-35 improvement plans. Citizens 
voiced a desire for better access 
and signage from the highway 
to Texas State University. Other 
points that were brought up in 
the open houses were a desire 
for more turnarounds on i-35 
throughout Hays County and the 
elimination of two-way frontage 
roads in the county. 
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Turnarounds at FM 
2001 and Robert S. 
Light Boulevard

Turnarounds are being 
added at the intersections 
of FM 2001 and i-35 and 
Robert S. Light Boulevard 
and i-35. The turnarounds 
are being built using 
Proposition 12 funds from 
TxDOT. The project is 
expected to be completed 
in mid 2015. 

Turnarounds  
at FM 150 and 
FM 1626

Turnarounds 
are being 
added at the 
intersections of 
FM 150 and i-35 
and FM 1626 
and i-35 in Kyle. 
The turnarounds 
are being built 
using TxDOT’s 
Proposition 12 
funds. Project 
completion is 
expected in 
2015.

Exit ramp

A new northbound exit ramp is being 
planned on i-35 in Kyle at Kelly Smith 
Lane. The ramp is being built using 
Proposition 12 funds from TxDOT. The 
project is expected to be completed in 
mid 2015. 

On the road in Hays County

in 2008 Hays county  
voters approved a  

$207 million  
road bond package. 

included in the package  
was more than 

$74.4 million  
of improvements to i-35.

in some parts of Hays county, more than 

127,000 vehicles  
use i-35 every day.

txdot has planned  
more than  
$81 million
in Hays county construction 
projects relating to i-35.

23.7 miles long.

the stretch of i-35  
in Hays county is 

in July, the newly realigned FM 150 opened in Kyle. 
The project, which bridges i-35, was a joint venture 
among Hays County, TxDOT and the city of Kyle. 

TxDOT is 
constructing 
turnarounds at 
FM 150 and FM 
1626 in Kyle. 

FM 150 realignment

in 2013 TxDOT completed the 
realignment of FM 150. 
Previously drivers heading east 
on FM 150 from the west side 
of i-35 were forced to travel 
about 1,500 feet on the i-35 
access road to reconnect with 
eastbound FM 150. A new 
portion of the road was built to 
improve safety and mobility in 
the area. Frontage roads were 
also improved in this area.

One-way conversion of 
frontage roads

The final stretch of two-way 
frontage roads in Hays County is 
on the west side of i-35 between 
Center Street and Yarrington 
Road in Kyle. The road is 
expected to switch to one-way 
traffic in early summer. 

Entrance and 
exit ramps

New northbound ramps are 
being planned near 
Stonefield Trail, Circle Drive 
and FM 2001. Southbound 
entrance ramps are being 
planned  at Commercial 
Drive and Paradise 
Mountain. The ramps are 
being built using TxDOT’s 
Proposition 12 funds. The 
project is expected to be 
completed in mid 2015. 
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KeLLY SMiTH LN.

16670 S IH 35, Suite B     Buda, Texas 78610                www.austinpetmc.com      512-425-0879

Our services include: 
 TRULY PRIVATE CREMATIONS 

 A pet is cremated without any  
  other pets in the processing chamber  
 in a transparent operation.  
 We offer 24/7 home or vet office  

  pickup with our wicker basket and  
 blanket service. You may bring  
 your pet to us if that is your wish.
 Pet Loss Grief support.
 Personalized memorialization  

 pieces.
 Use of our Memorial Room for

 a final goodbye or a small  
 memorial service.
Austin Pet Memorial Center treats 
your pet like a member of your 
family because we believe Pets are 
Family.

Your beloved pet deserves to be 
treated with the same dignity 
and respect in death as they 
were in life.  Austin Pet 
Memorial Center is here to
help pet parents make sure this 
happens.

Austin Pet Memorial Center 
is an open facility that offers a 
Memorial room, memorialization 
products and our cremation 
equipment is on-site. Because we 
are an open facility we can offer 
witnessed cremations and we can 
offer pet parents that peace of 
mind of knowing how and where 
their pets were cared for.



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com12

We would like to welcome Dr. Lewitton 
to the Kyle Community!

Dr. Lewitton has been providing general and interventional cardiology 
care in Central Texas for 4 years.  He is excited about the opportunity 

to have a presence in Kyle, and looks forward to helping the Kyle 
community with its interventional cardiology needs. 

EDUCATION
Medical School: University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center

Residency in Internal Medicine: 
University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, Parkland Hospital

Fellowship in Cardiovascular Diseases: 
New York University Medical Center

Fellowship in Interventional Cardiology: 
Weill Cornell University Medical Center

BOARD CERTIFICATIONS
Interventional Cardiology and Internal Medicine

Steve Lewitton, M.D.
512-807-3140
125 Bunton Creek Rd., Suite 300
Kyle, Texas 78640

STONEWORK 
DONE RIGHT

Travertine  |  Marble  |  Saltillo  |  Terrazzo  |  Slate
Basic to full restoration  |  Strip and polish

836-8900
www.KandMsteamcleaning.com

13 Yr. Accredited 
Member of the  
Better Business Bureau

We Use IICRC Recommended  
Environmentally Friendly Products

Before

After

“Quality Service You Can Trust”
Locally Owned & Operated 

Insured & Bonded

S

Before

After

Services do not include the city of San Marcos.
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CITy & COUNTy
News from San Marcos, Kyle and Hays County Compiled by Brett Thorne and JJ Velasquez

Float Fest to combine live music, river tubing

Kyle council takes step 
toward commuter rail

Summit panelists 
discuss SH 45 SW

SAN mARCOS  On Aug. 31, Grouplove, 
Portugal. The Man and more than a dozen 
other bands will perform at Float Fest, a 
festival in Martindale that aims to com-
bine live music, art and river tubing. 

The festival has been in the works for 
two years, festival organizer Marcus 
Federman said. The first edition of the fes-
tival will be a one-day affair held at Cool 
River Ranch, but he said the team behind 
the festival’s concept has larger ambitions.

“The goal is to turn it into San Mar-
cos’ signature event,” Federman said. 

kylE On May 6 the city of Kyle became 
the third city to reach an agreement with 
the Lone Star Rail District, the agency 
planning a commuter rail line connecting 
Georgetown and San Antonio, with stops 
planned in between. However, the city has 
yet to meet the district’s financial terms.

Mayor Lucy Johnson said the pre-
liminary agreement sends a signal to the 
district that Kyle is ready to move forward 
with passenger rail.

“I don’t think it’s possible to plan for 
Kyle’s future, particularly as we continue to 
grow in population, without securing alter-
nate sources of transportation, particularly 
to Austin and San Antonio,” Johnson said.  
   City council unanimously approved 
the 36-year contract but opted to wait on 
determining a funding level. Officials said 
the city’s participation would likely be 
funded through sales and property taxes. 

City Council directed staff to continue 
negotiations with the district. 

hAyS COUNTy The construction of 
SH 45 SW, a proposed four-lane toll road 
that would connect FM 1626 in Hays 
County to MoPac in Travis County, was 
the focus of a panel at the Kent Butler 
Summit in Austin on April 25.

In March, Travis and Hays counties 
committed $15 million and $5 million, 
respectively, to building the road, which 
is expected to have a total price tag of 
$70 million–$100 million.

Carlos Swonke, director of environ-
mental affairs for the Texas Department 
of Transportation, said the proposed 
road would be located within the 
Edwards Aquifer recharge zone.

TxDOT is hoping to complete an 
environmental study by January.

“This project has a particular signifi-
cance because of [the area’s] environ-
mental sensitivity,” Swonke said. “We 
want to make sure we’re advancing this 
project with the most sensitivity.”   

Brigid Shea, a candidate for Travis 
County Commissioners Court, said she 
was concerned the construction of the 
new road would spur more growth in 
the area and worsen traffic issues in the 
surrounding neighborhoods.

 “I want us to have a more complete 
and factual examination without a 
predetermined conclusion as to whether 
or not spending $100 million to build 
a 3-mile segment over our most sensi-
tive aquifer is really going to solve this 
problem in the Shady Hollow area and 
on Brodie Lane,” she said.

P&Z commissioners 
deny San Marcos bar
SAN mARCOS With a 6-1 vote, the San 
Marcos Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion denied a conditional-use permit 
April 22 that would have allowed a bar 
called Headwaters Draft House to open at 
205 W. Hopkins St. Commissioner Brian 
Olson cast the lone vote in favor.

Many who opposed the bar were 
concerned about its proximity to the First 
United Methodist Church of San Marcos 
and the San Marcos Montessori School. 

San Marcos resident H.C. Kyle said he 
hoped P&Z would deny the request.

“We’ve got a school, church, [Alcoholics 
Anonymous] and [the Price Senior Cen-
ter] with serious parking problems that 
will be caused by this,” Kyle said. “I think 
this is a question of if there is any place in 
San Marcos that is less appropriate [for a 
bar] than this one. I don’t think there is.”

Kyle Meredith, a member of the group 
behind Headwaters Draft House, said 
squatters often use the property for 
shelter. Earlier this year he filed a police 
report after the property was broken into 
and occupied for an evening.

“We are doing something good with 
this building,” Meredith said. “It would 
be a great benefit to the community to 
not have this empty eyesore.”

Representatives from the group said 
they plan to appeal the decision before 
City Council.

Buda City Council
Meets at 6:30 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month
121 Main St. • 512-312-0084
www.ci.buda.tx.us

Kyle City Council
Meets at 7 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month 
Live webcasts of meetings:
www.ustream.tv/channel/kyle-city-council
100 W. Center St. • 512-262-1010
www.cityofkyle.com

San Marcos City Council
Meets at 6 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month
Live webcasts of meetings:  
www.ci.san-marcos.tx.us/videos 
630 e. Hopkins St. • 512-393-8000
www.ci.san-marcos.tx.us

Hays County  
Commissioners Court
Meets at 9 a.m. each Tuesday
Live webcasts of meetings: 
www.co.hays.tx.us/commcourtlive
111 e. San Antonio St., San Marcos
512-393-2205 • www.co.hays.tx.us

Tweetings
For instant coverage  
of these meetings,  
follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_sbk

TweetingsMeetings

“We want to be on the national festival 
landscape where we’re bringing in large 
numbers of people from out of state. 
Obviously we want to get San Marcos 
behind it.”

Other confirmed artists include Wild 
Child and Run DMT.

Tickets will cost $30–$120. The most 
expensive package will include free food 
and drinks, premium concert viewing, 
tubing and parking.

More information is available at  
www.floatfest.net.

On April 22 the San Marcos Planning and Zoning 
Commission denied a proposal to open a bar and 
restaurant at 205 W. Hopkins St.
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Must present coupon at time of purchase. Motorcycles/trikes only. 
Minimum purchase of $2,500. Expires 6-18-14.

$750-$1500 OFF
ALL UTVS 

WITH NO DEALER ADDS

512-262-0011
21701 N. I-35 • EXIT 213

 KYLE, TEXAS 

MITCHELLMOTORSPORTSTX.COM

 KYLE

SPRING SERVICE SPECIAL

Must present coupon at time of 
purchase. Motorcycles/trikes only. 

Minimum tire purchase $200. 
Synthetic oils may be extra. 

Expires 6-18-14.

WITH THE 
PURCHASE 
OF 2 TIRES 

FROM MITCHELL 
MOTORSPORTS

may

16 3rd Annual Cow Classic 
Golf Tournament

teams compete in this tournament that 
benefits the Hays-caldwell Women’s center 
and court appointed Special advocates of 
central texas. attendees compete in putting, 
long-drive and “hit the cow” competitions. 
chick-fil-a provides prizes for golfers. Golfers 
also compete for a vehicle donated from 
chuck nash auto Group. Last year’s event 
raised about $8,000 for children and abuse 
victims. 7 a.m.–2 p.m. Four-member teams 
start at $400. Plum creek Golf course, 750 
Kohler’s crossing, Kyle. 512-396-3404.

CALENDAR
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17 Quest ATX grand opening
austin’s first cable wakeboarding 

facility, Quest atX, celebrates its 
grand opening with a crawfish boil, 
wakeboarding, skateboarding, live 
music, an open bar and more. the 
facility is located on more than 100 
acres surrounding a private lake. the 
company’s cable system is designed 
to pull wakeboarders, skiers or 
kneeboarders without the use of a boat. 
attendees are also invited to try stand-up 
paddleboarding and kayaking. confirmed 
performers at the event include think no 
think, Sounds del mar and the Harmed 
Brothers. 1–8:30 p.m. $20 (presale), $25 
(at the gate). Quest atX, 10815 Fm 1625, 
austin. 512-298-9370. www.questatx.com

16 through 18 
Swing on the Square:  

A Western Swing music heritage 
Festival
attendees are invited to attend concerts, 
coffee talks and other activities at this 
weekend-long event. the festival kicks 
off Friday morning with a cowboy coffee 
talk with pioneers of western swing. on 
Friday night guests are invited to attend 
a dinner and dance at Freeman ranch. 
Saturday’s activities include live music, 
dancing and other activities. on Sunday 
biscuits, gravy and coffee are served 
on the courthouse lawn. 10 a.m. may 
16– noon may 18. $15 (Friday dinner and 
concerts). Free (all activities on Saturday, 
attendees must provide their own chairs). 
$7 (Sunday cowboy gospel brunch). 
downtown San marcos and Freeman 
ranch, 2101 Freeman ranch road, San 
marcos. 512-745-0659.   
www.smtxswingfest.com

17 through 18  
Dirt Dauber Clay Festival

art fans are invited to attend this family 
friendly event, which features live 
music, art from 30 clay artists, children’s 
activities, contests, free hot dogs and 
more. the contests challenge clay artists 
to create the tallest cylinder and longest 
clay handle on the pottery wheel. 10 
a.m.–5 p.m. (Sat.), 12 p.m.–5 p.m. (Sun.). 
Free. Eye of the dog art center, 405 Valley 
View West road, San marcos.  
512-558-1588. www.eyeofthedog.com

31 Froggypalooza Chili  
and bbQ Cookoff

the event includes games, food  and 
activities for people of all ages. also 
included at the event are barbecue and chili 
cookoffs as well as other food contests. 
the event raises money for the construction 
of a new playground at the texas Little 
conservationists, a Kyle school that aims to 
provide child care and preschool education, 
which emphasizes the importance of 
environmentalism and how people can affect 
the environment. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. Free. 221 
amberwood north, Kyle. 512-312-4341.   
www.texaslittleconservationists.com
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31 through June 7 
5th Annual International  

Piano Fest
texas State university hosts the event, 
which features select musicians playing 
alongside the round rock Symphony. 
Guests are able to tour texas State’s new 
performing arts theatre and recital hall. 
the building was dedicated in February 
and features a 400-seat theater, 300-seat 
modern recital hall, grand lobby, scenery 
shop and more. the event also features 
master classes and performances by 
special guests at the modern recital hall. 
Weeklong. Free. the Performing arts 
center at texas State university, San 
marcos. 512-245-3379.  
www.music.txstate.edu/piano/txipf/
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Medpark 
Hearing Center

&
San Marcos Ear, Nose and Th roat

FREE 
HEARING 

SCREENING 
& IN-HOUSE 
REPAIRS ON 
ANY BRAND!

HEARING 
SCREENINGSCREENING 
& IN-HOUSE 
REPAIRS ON 
ANY BRAND!

512-353-8899
MedparkHearingCenter.com

2000 B&C Medical Parkway • San Marcos, TX 78666

Anthony Atencio, HIS
Hearing Instrument Specialist

Edward Tomaneng, MD
Ear, Nose & Th roat Specialist

SPEEDYCASH.COM

706 E Hopkins
San Marcos, TX
512-392-3228

1204 A Hwy. 123
San Marcos, TX
512-392-8941

35

Hopkins St.

80

123

SAN MARCOS

15200 S IH-35, Ste. 390 
(Near HEB) Buda, TX
512-295-2200

Main St.

2001

35

BUDA
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Compiled by Brett Thorne

Cheatham Street Warehouse
119 cheatham St., San marcos
512-353-3777
www.cheathamstreet.com
twitter: @cheathamstreet
may
   17  Western Swing Showcase,  
  Pardo & reed with special guests
    20 Blue Water Hwy.
   24 texas renegade
   30  Sam riggs Band  
  with special guests
June
   04  Kent Finlay’s Songwriters’ circle
    10  mayeux & Broussard

Riley’s Tavern
8894 Fm 1102, Hunter
512-392-3132
www.rileystavern.com
twitter: @rileystavern
may
 17  the Georges
 21  dillon myers
 31  Bill Kirchen
June
 04  tyler cannon & manzy Lowry
 13  Pushwater
 18  Katie Sachs

Triple Crown
206 n. Edward Gary St., San marcos
512-396-1050
www.triplecrownlive.com
twitter: @triplecrownlive
may
 23  rock Bottom String Band,  
  Eugene ray & His rioteers
 27  afro-cuban Jam Session
 29  ashes of Babylon, Hair Farmers
 30  Giant Salvinia, the organics,  
  We deal in Lead
June
 03  Jumbofunk
 06  mark Jungers

Sponsored by

Find more or submit San marcos, 
Buda or Kyle events at  
impactnews.com/sbk-calendar.

to have San marcos, Buda or Kyle 
events considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

online calendar
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June

4th Annual 
yappopalooza Sea  
Turtle Fundraiser

the celebration raises funds to support 
the Bi-national Kemp’s ridley Sea 
turtle recovery Project, which aims to 
protect the Kemp’s ridley sea turtle, an 
endangered species. the event features 
live music, food and drinks, children’s 
games, craft beer vendors and more. 
all funds and donations raised at the 
event go to support the protection of the 
Kemp’s ridley sea turtle. 2–9 p.m. Free. 
206 n. cm allen Parkway, San marcos. 
www.yappopalooza.net 

J U N
14

Featured EvENT
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06 and 13 
movies in the Park kickoff

the city of Buda kicks off its annual movies 
in the Park series with screenings of 
“Frozen” on June 6 and “Brave” on June 
13. Both movies are rated PG. Families 
and attendees are encouraged to bring 
lawn chairs, blankets, picnic baskets and 
well-behaved pets to the screenings, which 
continue on Fridays throughout June. 
attendees are also invited to purchase 
concessions, which will be available at 
the event. 9 p.m. Free. city Park, 204 San 
antonio road, Buda. 512-295-7170

07 The Texas bull Run
the event commences with a race 

against 1,500–pound bulls and ends with 
live music, drinks, food and floating on the 
San marcos river. the family-friendly event 
features a Kids Blast area with water slides, 
concessions, obstacle courses and more. 
there are five bull-running times throughout 
the day, including one all-girl run. 10 a.m.–8 
p.m. $10 (spectators) $22–$30, (spectator and 
float; free for children age 10 and younger). 
cool river ranch, 601 dupuy ranch road, 
martindale. 512-212-0449

14 Texas Water Safari
canoers attempt to travel from San 

marcos to Seadrift near the Gulf of mexico 
in four days and four hours, in what has 
been called “the world’s toughest canoe 
race.” this year’s race includes more than 
70 teams. the texas Water Safari is part of 
a larger series that also includes a seminar 
held in February and the texas Junior Water 
Safari, which covers the first 16 miles of the 
larger race and is held in September. the 
registration deadline is may 23. competitors 
are required to check in and attend a 
meeting June 13. 8 a.m. $200 per person 
(through may 23). the meadows center, 
201 San marcos Springs drive, San marcos. 
www.texaswatersafari.org 

texas renegade performs at cheatham 
Street Warehouse may 24.
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R ustic wooden signage and natural 
landscaping surround the winding 
driveway that welcomes visitors to 

the Sage Hill Inn Above Onion Creek.
Before arriving at the inn, located on a 

sprawling, 88-acre plat of land, guests often 
ask what there is to do, Innkeeper Amy 
Dolan said.

“Sometimes it’s just time to do plenty of 
nothing,” she said.“Then they get here, and 
they’re like, ‘Oh, now I get it,’” Dolan said. 
“When you get here, you’re like, ‘OK, I can 
breathe in and out. I don’t have to worry 
about anything in particular.’”

The bed-and-breakfast is off the beaten 
path in Kyle but within close proximity 
to tourist-drawing Hill Country wineries. 
The facility has added to its amenities since 
John Banczak and Eric Goldreyer bought 
the property in October 2012.

The former HomeAway executive and 
founder of www.BedAndBreakfast.com, 
respectively, have introduced gradual 
upgrades, such as a pool deck overlooking 
the land. The in-house spa accommodates 
as many as 14 people.

Even though Dolan encourages rest and 
relaxation, guests have more activities in 
which to partake now that a bocce court 
and horseshoe pits have been installed. 
Hiking and birding trails as well as a 
fire pit provide outdoor activities for the 

Sage Hill Inn  Above 
Onion Creek
Kyle getaway receives makeover

Sage Hill Inn Above  
Onion Creek

150

352770

1626

4444 W. Fm 150, Kyle
512-268-1617, www.sagehill.com
Hours: mon.–Sun. 8 a.m.–7 p.m.

The Sage Hill inn Above Onion Creek features 15 guest rooms, up from 12 before the property changed 
hands in 2012. Upgrades since then have focused on improving guests’ experience, management said.

The pool deck is among the improvements the inn 
has received since new owners took over in 2012.

By June, innkeeper Amy Dolan (above, right) will have worked at the Sage Hill inn Above Onion Creek for 
10 years. While on nature walks, guests often learn about the wildlife on the inn’s 88 acres, Dolan said.
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By JJ Velasquez

BUSINESS

ORDER DIRECTLY FROM YOUR FACEBOOK PAGE!
VISIT WWW.FOXSPIZZADENTEXAS.COM 

OR DOWNLOAD THE FOXS PIZZA APP TO ORDER!
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Serving Kyle & Buda!
147 Elmhurst Dr., Kyle, TX • (512) 268-3697

Serving New Braunfels & Gruene!
1551 N. Walnut Ave., New Braunfels, TX • (830) 627-3697

TAKE-OUT  •  DELIVERY  
DINE-IN  •  CATERING  

FREE PIZZA!
JOIN OUR LOYALTY PROGRAM 

AND GET A FREE MEDIUM PIZZA 
JUST FOR JOINING!
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Coupon must be present. 
Not valid with any other offer or 

special. Expires 6-18-14.
Coupon must be present. Offer good for equal or lesser value. 

Not valid with any other offer or special. Expires 6-18-14.

Free pizza coupon will be emailed to customer upon registration.

LARGE ONE 
TOPPING PIZZA 
& BREADSTICKS

$13.99
Sun–Thurs: 11am to 10pm, Fri & Sat: 11am to 11pm

FoxsPizzaDenTexas.com 

daytime and evening.
John and Janie Orr opened the inn 

in 1994. Prior to selling the property to 
Banczak and Goldreyer, the inn featured 
12 guest rooms.

Expansion brought the guest room 
total to 15—including the three-bedroom 
ranch house and a redone loft. A new 
construction—Maurice’s Coach House—
is a stand-alone, one-bedroom studio. 
Additionally, many guest rooms were 
renovated, Dolan said.

She said the facility also expanded its 
storage tank for harvesting rainwater. The 
alternative water supply is used mostly to 
irrigate the garden at the inn. The gar-
den’s yield provides Executive Chef Ryan 
Castille with fresh herbs and vegetables for 
breakfasts and three-course dinners.

It is all part of the organization redou-
bling its focus on quality and making 
staying at the inn a better experience for 
guests, Dolan said. The inn, previously 
known simply as the Inn Above Onion 
Creek, changed its name earlier this year to 
capture the essence of the landscape.

The inn staffs about 20 people, Dolan 
said. Each is expected to feel a strong sense 
of responsibility to the guests.

“It’s a level of commitment that’s not for 
the faint of heart, that’s for sure,” Dolan 
said. “There are lots of things about an 
88-acre inn that [can affect] a lot of people. 
And really, you’re almost like a little 
municipality.”

While such destinations as the Duch-
man Family Winery, The Salt Lick and 

downtown Wimberley are not far away, it 
is at dinner or in the common areas of the 
inn where guests have the most meaning-
ful experiences, Dolan said.

“That’s how they get to know the other 
guests who are here and then find out what 
they have in common, or they find out that 
they live five blocks away in Houston and 
they never would have met—except they 
meet here at the dinner table,” she said.

Inn-side Sage Hill

5 miles
of walking trails 4 spa 

rooms

20 people 
on staff

15 guest  
rooms
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E sther Coronado, owner of Super 
Slick’s, is hoping her newest ven-
ture will fill a niche in Buda. 

While Super Slick’s, which opened 
in November, is branded as a Tex-Mex 
restaurant—its menu and sign each claim 
the Tex-Mex classification—Coronado 
said the restaurant provides her and the 
team of chefs in the kitchen an opportu-
nity to play with recipes. 

“A cook follows the recipe,” Coronado 
said. “‘Three cups of this, two cups of that,’ 
but a chef decides maybe it’s best if we 
add something a little different. They have 
more of a love for the food.” 

The restaurant’s menu includes Tex-Mex 
staples such as enchiladas and tacos, but 
guests can also dine on shrimp scampi, 
Venezuelan ceviche, white chocolate 
crème brulee and other creations courtesy 
of chef Hector Martos. 

The full bar includes classics such as 
margaritas and Mexican martinis. Martos, 
however, is quick to point out that some of 
the restaurant’s most popular cocktails are 
his own spins on classics. The restaurant’s 
Jokadrink is one of Martos’ creations and 
mixes muddled cucumbers and tequila. 
His sangria, which is made from brandy, 
merlot, triple sec and fresh fruit juice, is 
also a brunch favorite, he said. 

Super Slick’s
Buda restaurant flips the Tex-Mex script

Chef Hector Martos said Super Slick’s patio is a popular happy hour destination. The restaurant offers a 
happy hour every day of the week from 3–7 p.m.

Super Slick’s offers a 
wide variety of cocktails 
made from fresh fruit 
juice (above). Owner 
esther Coronado said 
the restaurant’s Big Carl 
plate (right) is the most 
popular menu item. 
Other popular items 
include venezuelan 
ceviche and shrimp 
scampi. The restaurant 
also has periodic spe-
cials on dishes such as 
chicken cordon bleu. 
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By Brett Thorne

DINING

Super Slick’s

Goforth rd.

m
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n 
S

t.

967

2770

210 S. main St., Buda
512-312-9626
Hours: mon.–Fri. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.,
Sat.–Sun. 9 a.m.–10 p.m.

“I’ve been in the food business since I 
was 11,” Coronado said. “Back in the day 
there wasn’t an age requirement to work in 
the restaurant. Everybody worked.”

Coronado’s career has included stints 
running restaurants that dealt in Mexican, 
Italian, American and other foods. 

In January 2013, her previous restau-
rant venture in Austin closed, and she 
took time away from the kitchen to care 
for her sick father. He died in April 2013, 
and Coronado found herself without a 
restaurant to run. 

Then she received a call from Daniel 
Estrada, the former owner of the prop-
erty, asking if she would be interested in 
starting a restaurant in Buda. 

“I thought it was more or less an 
omen,” Coronado said. 

Her prayers answered, Coronado is 
hoping to expand on the restaurant’s 
growing business. Coronado and Mar-
tos said Super Slick’s patio and drink 
selection make it great for summer happy 
hours. The duo is also planning to add 
street tacos to the menu as well. 

“Everything we do here is with passion, 
and we want what’s best for the cus-
tomer,” Martos said. “It wasn’t easy for us 
at the beginning, but we’re still trying to 
do the best job.”

By the numbers

4
hours

ceviche 
cooks for 
at least

in fresh  
lime juice

it features two enchiladas, a taco, 
rice, beans, queso and guacamole

most popular plate: 
The big Carl#1

110
people

indoor 
seating  
for up to     0

grams  
of sugar
added to  
signature  
cocktails
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1  Baja BBQ Shack
in addition to barbecue classics like brisket and turkey, Baja 
BBq Shack offers seafood favorites such as ceviche, fish and 
shrimp tacos and, on Fridays, all-you-can-eat catfish. Assistant 
manager Hannah Perry said the restaurant is a popular stop 
for boaters on Canyon Lake. 280 Marina Drive, Canyon Lake. 
830-935-3122

2  Black’s Barbecue
One of Lockhart’s esteemed barbecue institutions, Black’s 
Barbecue has been around for 82 years. The restaurant makes all 
four of its sausage varieties in-house. Kent Black, the son of 
owners edgar and Norma Jean Black, is planning to open a 
similar restaurant in San Marcos this summer. The restaurant’s 
giant beef rib has become a customer favorite. 215 N. Main St., 
Lockhart, 512-398-2712 

3  Chisholm Trail Bar-B-Que
Floyd Wilhelm said he has been serving up ribs, brisket and 
sausage at Chisholm Trail Bar-B-que in the Barbecue Capital of 
Texas for 35 years. Wilhelm said his restaurant offers fare at more 
affordable rates than his famed competitors in town. Patrons can 
also select from a variety of side dishes and salad bar items. 1323 
S. Colorado St., Lockhart. 512-398-6027

4  Dickey’s Barbecue Pit
Dickey’s Barbecue Pit Manager Sharon iacovetto said the 
restaurant’s rib plate and brisket plate are the two most popular 
items on the menu. The brisket is smoked for 14 hours before 
being served, she said. The restaurant also serves sausage, 
turkey, chicken, pulled pork and a variety of side dishes. 5695 Kyle 
Parkway, Ste. 100, Kyle. 512-268-3200

5  Fuschak’s Pit Bar-B-Q
Opened in 1966, Fuschak’s Pit Bar-B-q holds the distinction as the 
oldest barbecue restaurant in San Marcos and the first barbecue 
restaurant to serve fajitas. The brisket is smoked for 20 hours 

Jeff allen, executive director of the national barbecue association, 
which hosted its annual conference in san Marcos in March, said he 
considers the differences between barbecue styles—such as sauce or 
no sauce, focus on chicken or focus on sausage—as points of pride.

“barbecue is very regional and people are very particular about their 
barbecue,” he said. “but one thing we want to do is bring everybody 
together and say, ‘whatever your style is, it’s all barbecue and we 
should all celebrate it together.’”

The following barbecue guide highlights a few of the region’s many 
barbecue restaurants, each worthy of celebration—and maybe a visit. 

Compiled by Brett Thorne and JJ Velasquez

over oak and hickory wood. The restaurant’s buffet is open from 
11 a.m.–8 p.m. Monday through Friday and includes three meats, 
sides and desserts. 1701 S. i-35, San Marcos, 512-353-2712

6  Hays Co. BBQ
Hays Co. BBq’s owners Michael and Asenette Hernandez relocated 
their business from Hunter Road to a location off i-35 in January. 
The new location has the same brisket, sausage, ribs, turkey, pork 
chops and chicken that first earned the restaurant a spot on the 
Texas Monthly Top 50 barbecue restaurants list. The restaurant 
also features live music, a children’s play area and a beer bus. 
1612 S. i-35, San Marcos. 512-392-6000

7  Kent Black’s Barbecue
Kent Black’s Barbecue, an offshoot of the successful Black’s 
Barbecue in Lockhart, is planning to open in June, owner Kent 
Black said. The restaurant plans to offer the same recipes and 
barbecue style as its Lockhart forebear, he said. Additionally the 
restaurant plans to have a full bar and host live music. 500 Hull 
St., San Marcos. 512-565-9283

8  Kreuz Market
Kreuz Market’s origins date back to 1900. These days the 
restaurant and market is one of Lockhart’s biggest barbecue 
draws. Named one of Texas Monthly’s top 50 barbecue joints, 
Kreuz serves beef brisket, pork ribs, pork chops and boneless 
turkey breast but is best known for its sausage, which is offered 
for customers dining in or on wholesale. 619 N. Colorado St., 
Lockhart. 512-398-2361

9  Milt’s Pit BBQ
Milt’s Pit BBq offers barbecue, live music and homemade sides on 
Center Street in Kyle. The restaurant recently added burgers to its 
menu, and so far the Anita Chop Burger—which includes chopped 
beef and coleslaw on a bun—has been one of the big hits. The 
restaurant also serves a barbecue Frito pie with beans, chopped 
brisket, Fritos, onions, jalapeños and cheese. 208 W. Center St., 
Kyle. 512-268-4734

2 5

• Beef brisket  
 and pork sausage
• Sauces typically  
 use sweet chili,  
 ketchup, brown sugar,  
 molasses or cumin
• Black pepper,  
 onion, garlic and  
 salt based rubs
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P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

JJ
 V

el
as

q
ue

z

WITH A TOTAL MONTHLY DISTRIBUTION NOW MORE THAN ONE MILLION, MORE PEOPLE IN TEXAS 

RECEIVE COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER THAN ANY OTHER NEWSPAPER IN THE STATE.

1,000,000More than 
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10  Miss Mae’s BBQ
Miss Mae’s BBq’s top sellers fall in line with most Central Texas 
barbecue establishments, as brisket and sausage are two of its 
most popular items, Manager Theresa goodnight said. But the 
restaurant, going on its 16th year of business, is also known 
throughout the Wimberley community for its “blue” plates, daily 
lunch specials that have run the gamut from hamburgers to red 
beans and rice. 419 FM 2325, Wimberley. 512-847-9808

11  Nutter Buster BBQ & Comfort
Lindsey Nutter and Buster Rauschuber serve most of their 
barbecue in sandwich form. The trailer, which is usually only open 
on weekends, serves grilled cheese sandwiches with pulled pork 
or brisket. The trailer smokes its brisket for 12–15 hours before 
serving it, Nutter said. Nutter also recommended the trailer’s 
fried mac and cheese and sweet potato fries. 1705 W. FM 1626, 
Manchaca. 512-903-9774

12  The Salt Lick
Sitting on 500 acres and surrounded by Hill Country landscape, 
The Salt Lick’s success is due to its food and customer service, 
management said. The most popular menu item is the Family 
Style, which includes all the brisket, ribs, sausage, pickles, 
onions, cole slaw, potato salad and bread one can eat, manager 
Will Jones said. 18300 FM 1826, Driftwood. 512-858-4959

13  San Marcos BBQ
San Marcos BBq is the newest kid on the block in the college town’s 
budding barbecue scene. Justin Pearson earned his chops working 
for his grandfather, Floyd Wilhelm, at Lockhart’s Chisholm Trail Bar-
B-que. The restaurant and caterer serves traditional Central Texas 
barbecue, seasoned days in advanced and smoked for at least 22 
hours. 2601 Hunter Road, San Marcos. 512-938-1019

14  Shugabee’s Texas Barbecue
The homemade-tortilla-wrapped barbecue helpings served at 
Shugabee’s Texas Barbecue, such as the all-natural Creekstone 

brisket and smoked pork, are served with sauces made in-
house. Patrons of the food truck often order a spicy side of 
jalapeño potato salad or finish off a meal with banana pudding, 
owner vic garcia said. 190 S. FM 1626, Buda. 512-749-6340

15  Smitty’s Market
Don’t let the age fool you. Having been open only 15 years, 
Smitty’s Market only does things the traditional Lockhart way—
post oak–smoked. Nina and Jim Sells opened in the former 
location of Kreuz Market and have been carrying the torch ever 
since. Sausage, ribs and brisket form the trifecta around which 
the restaurant is centered. 208 S. Commerce St., Lockhart.  
512-398-9344. www.smittysmarket.com

16  Smoked Out Barbecue
Brandon Bibeau left the corporate world about a year ago to 
open his chopped barbecue sandwich food trailer, Smoked Out 
Barbecue. Bibeau’s mesquite-smoked meats are chopped and 
infused with a homemade orange soda–based barbecue sauce. 
Sides include seasoned waffle fries and deep-fried macaroni 
and cheese bites. The Hitch: A Mobile eatery, 312 e. Hopkins St., 
San Marcos.

17  Smoke’n Hops
Smoke’n Hops’ most popular barbecue items are its brisket and 
ribs, owner Lloyd Lee said. The brisket is also featured in 
starters such as queso and jalapeño poppers. Among the 23 
taps are Smoke’n Hops’ house beers: Canyon Pale Ale, Smoke’n 
Blonde Ale, Whirlaway iPA and Fitzhugh Porter, which can be 
imbibed indoors or on the oak tree–shaded deck. 3799 US 290, 
Dripping Springs. 512-655-3069

18  Willie’s Joint
greg Henry is planning to open Willie’s Joint in late May or early 
June, he said. The restaurant will feature barbecue sandwiches, 
a variety of sides and a full bar. Henry said the restaurant is also 
planning to have homemade ice cream on the menu. 824 Main 
St., Buda. 512-295-0483

Michael Hernandez and Kent Black 
are the owners and operators of hays 
co. bbq and kent black’s barbecue, 
respectively. each had their restaurant 
listed in Texas Monthly’s 2013 list of 
the top 50 barbecue restaurants in the 
state. The list is considered by many 
to be the gold standard for barbecue 
excellence in the state. 

What did it mean to you when you found out your 
restaurant had made the Texas Monthly Top 50 list? 
KB: it’s a tremendous honor. We feel very privileged to be included on that list with all 
the other excellent barbecue places in Texas. We’re very humbled by being listed on there. 
We feel like with that listing comes a tremendous amount of responsibility to continue our 
cooking style and technique and customer service. i’m trying to uphold the standards my 
parents have established over the last 60 years and continue that style of cooking. 

MH: Being that they are the authoritative voice of the [Texas] barbecue world, it made 
us feel like our hard efforts and hard work had paid off. As far as recognition goes, in 
the barbecue world, there is nothing i can say that would top Texas Monthly saying, 
‘Hey, we went to all the barbecue joints in Texas and we picked the 50 best,’ and we 
were one of them.

What is your favorite barbecue dish from  
a restaurant other than your own? 
KB: City Market in Luling has always had a good product. Any place that 
cooks a high-quality brisket over post oak wood is going to be a favorite of 
mine. 

MH: i’d have to say the baby back ribs from Hutchins in McKinney. He 
puts a real fine rub on them. They’re really tasty. 

Murphy’s Custom  
Barbecue Pits  
& Trailers
Whether they are a cookout novice or a heralded pitmaster, Cliff Murphy said he can build 
a barbecue pit suited to any of his customers’ needs.  
“The sky is the limit,” Murphy said. “if they can dream it, i can build it.”  
Murphy’s Custom Barbecue Pits & Trailers, located in Kyle and serving the Central Texas 
area, has been building pits and trailers since 1981. Murphy also builds rotisseries, 
smokers and grills. Although business has grown over the years, the custom pit builder 
is a small business and is staying that way, Murphy said. “i do this because i enjoy doing 
this,” he said. “As long as i get the bills paid, i’m happy because i’m doing what i like to 
do.” 512-398-2406.  
www.myjobisthepits.com “If they can dream it, I can build it.” 
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Source: National Barbecue Association and Kraft Foods

• Pulled pork, pork sausage and ribs
• Multiple sauce types including mustard, ketchup,  
 vinegar or cola based sauces
• vinegar, sugar and red pepper flake baste

caRolinas

• Pulled pork, pork sausage and ribs
• Sauces typically use tomato, brown sugar, molasses or vinegar
• Rubs typically use cayenne, paprika, black pepper or sugarmemphis

• Beef brisket 
• Pulled pork, ribs
• Chicken and lamb
• Multiple sauce types include   
 tomato-based with molasses,   
 vinegar and chili powder

kansas    
citY

Located less than one mile off I35 in 
downtown Buda, Texas, Willie’s Joint Bar & 
BBQ is the city's newest restaurant, adding 
to the growing demand for good food and 
great entertainment. Willie’s Joint brings 
something new to the Buda area - a fun, 

family-friendly environment for everyone. 
Operating out of a 1940's ranch-style house, 
which is situated under beautiful historic 

oak trees, Willie's Joint accommodates both 
indoor and outdoor seating.

512-295-0483•WilliesJoint.com
824 Main St., Buda TX
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Health Insurance
Case Study #1
14 Employee Accounting Firm current rates $11,232 / mo.
Current agent says: Stay where you are, you have the best of the best available, can’t get any better, 
to reduce your cost let’s just raise your deductible.
Austin Brokerage Company says: Always check for better rates and benefits.
Results: Savings of $24,000 a year with lower office visit copays and lower deductibles. 
Case Study #2
Husband and wife own a business
Agents say You need an employee or no group.
Austin Brokerage Company says: We can help get you a group.

Blue Cross Blue Shield, Humana, Scott and White Health Plan, United 
Healthcare, Cigna, we represent all the top companies.  Let us compare 
your benefit package. Service is our top priority. We help with claims, 
billing and other service issues.

Call for a no-obligation quote tailored to 
meet your needs or email quote request to: 
info@austinbrokerage.com

We also offer individual health plans.

An Independent Insurance Agency
Vickie & Pitt Garrett

512.835.9439

G ay Goforth grew up in a family of 
storytellers. Now, she would like to 
tell the story of her family through 

the former cotton boomtown in which her 
ancestors settled near present-day Kyle. 

Gay is the great-granddaughter of J.T. 
Goforth, who founded a settlement and 
cotton-ginning business in northeast 
Hays County in the late 1800s.

Hays County was a cotton hub from the 
late 19th to early 20th centuries, and the 
Goforth Supply Co. was among the most 
bustling of its companies at one point, 
according to the Texas State Historical 
Association.

The company enjoyed some of its most 
profitable years during the turn of the 
century, but with soil exhaustion taking 
a toll on the crop yields, its prominence 
eventually diminished. A flood further 
exacerbated conditions in 1913, according 
to the association’s website.

By 1981, the townsite featured only a 
cemetery.

Gay purchased the land in 1984. She said 
she wanted to preserve the history of the 
site lest it be “lost to the ages.”

The time is right, she said, for the land to 
be turned over to the city of Kyle.

“Many generations will be very pleased 
to put this land to public use,” Gay said.

She is in the process of donating a five-
acre plat on which the townsite once stood 

About 10 years ago, goforth community descendants ceased their annual reunion at Martin Church.

The goforth Supply Co. had merchandise in stock 
for the cotton-ginning town even after it was de-
serted in the 1920s, when soil erosion and a flood 
rendered the once-fertile ground barren.
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hto the city of Kyle. The old postal office, 
school and store are gone now, and all that 
remains are the remnants of a stone foun-
dation, said Kerry Urbanowicz, Kyle Parks 
and Recreation Department director.

The City Council accepted Gay’s dona-
tion in a Nov. 6 meeting, and the agree-
ment deeding the property to the city has 
been signed by both sides, she said. She 
decided she would donate the land—at the 
intersections of Goforth Road, Foster Place 
and Palomino Road—with the intention 
that it be used as a “park or other city pub-
lic use” and on the condition that the name 
Goforth be used in the naming of the facil-
ity, her Oct. 15, 2013, letter to Mayor Lucy 
Johnson states.

“I think the city can use the property for 
a public purpose that honors the historical 
nature of that area,” Gay said.

It remains unclear, however, when the 
city will put it to use. As it stands, the 
property is situated outside of the city 
limits in Kyle’s extraterritorial jurisdiction. 
There is also the issue of funding.

Mayor Lucy Johnson said she is happy 
for the donation, but there are no plans for 
how it will be used.

“We have a lot of time to decide what 
we’d want that property to be for,” she said.

The Goforth name is perhaps unremark-
able to current inhabitants of the Kyle and 
Buda area who might only associate it with 

the name of a road. But through a portrait 
of the town, building foundations that still 
exist and historical images she has seen, 
Goforth vividly endures in Gay’s mind.

Gay, who lives in Austin, said she is 
fine with any use the city of Kyle decides 
is appropriate so long as the history is 
preserved. 

“It’s easy to lose the image of what these 
places were like before they were modern 
places,” she said. 

But “history provides (the) flavor” to the 
once-bustling site.

Goforth settlement
Site of deserted cotton town to be donated

By JJ Velasquez

hISTORy       KYLe

1850 1900 1950

1981
county highway 
map shows only 
a cemetery at 
the townsite

1881 
Goforth community builds 
Prairie Hill school

1890
operations begin 
at the first Goforth 
post office

1892
Goforth population is 
estimated to be about 100

1896
Goforth population falls to 20

1900
J.t. Goforth’s cotton- 
ginning company 
rises to prominence 
in the region

Early 1900s
cotton crop yields dwindle 
as soil exhaustion and 
erosion affects the area

1902
the Goforth post office ceases 
operation at the site

1913
the company’s downturn escalates after a flood hits

1948
Prairie Hill school for local 
mexican-americans closes

Source: texas State Historical association
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the proposed standards call for complexes 
broken up by “street-like private drives,” 
Foreman said. The move aims to create a 
grid network within complexes to mimic the 
block sizes in single-family neighborhoods.

Open house
John Noell, a partner with the Austin-

based development company Urban Design 
Group, attended an open house the city held 
April 30 to review the standards and gather 
citizen input.

Noell, an Austin resident, said he gener-
ally believes the proposed standards will 
improve developments in the city, but any 
changes should allow for flexibility.

“There’s no cookie-cutter, one-size-fits-all 
for this,” Noell said. “Good design addresses 
the components that they’re talking about 
here, but it also addresses how they can 
work best on an individual site.”

Noell said proposed regulations regarding 
building design and materials are concern-
ing. Among other things, the new standards 
call for the use of masonry—stone, brick and 
stucco—on new multifamily developments. 
Those materials are typically more costly 
than fiberboard and other alternatives.

By requiring higher quality building 
materials, the city is aiming to ensure the 
complexes maintain their value over time, 
Foreman said. 

Planning department staffers are also 
considering requiring developers looking 
to build student housing to obtain a condi-
tional-use permit, which would have to be 
approved by P&Z and City Council before 
the development could move forward.

San Marcos resident Melissa Derrick 
attended the April 30 open house and said 
the proposal would help ensure multifamily 
developments are built in ways that are com-
patible with the surrounding neighborhood.

“The one issue we have with [the current 
process] is that if the developer is not bound 
to a planned development district, we have 
no way to put any conditions on the zoning,” 
Derrick said. “The conditional-use permit 
will allow us to ask for conditions. I think 
that’s a huge improvement.”

Multifamily developments
According to data from Austin Inves-

tor Interests, a company that tracks real estate 
trends, San Marcos’ total occupancy for mul-
tifamily developments was 94.4 percent in 
the first quarter of 2014.

The 1,140 three-bedroom apartments in 
San Marcos rent for an average of $1,718 per 
month, according to the firm. Those prices 
have remained generally unchanged since 
2008, but Noell said any additional costs to 
developers will probably be passed on to the 
complex’s tenants.

“These [new standards] are going to 
increase the cost of housing,” Noell said. 
“How much that is is a matter for someone to 
sit down and analyze. The cumulative effect 
is that it will cost more to live in apartments 
in San Marcos [when these standards are in 
place] than it did before.”

Rent by the bedroom
Apartments in the city are typically rented 

by the bedroom. The advantage to the prop-
erty management company in leasing indi-
vidual bedrooms is it typically allows for 
higher rent charges than paying by the unit, 
Foreman said. The practice can be cost-pro-
hibitive for families interested in apartments.

“If you’re renting [an apartment] by the 
bedroom and you rent a three-bedroom and 
you’re paying $500 or $600 for each bed-
room, the cost is exponential,” he said. “It’s 
not a ban, but [the cost] makes it pretty dif-
ficult [for single families].”

Some residents have voiced a desire to see 
more apartments or condos geared toward 
families and non-students. Derrick said the 
city needs more variety in its housing options.

“I would like to see the downtown area 
cater also to young professionals and not 
just the student population,” Derrick said. “I 
think there needs to be a mix downtown.” 

The city will continue gathering feed-
back from residents ahead of a P&Z meet-
ing May 27, at which the standards are to 
be discussed. After P&Z gives input, the 
standards will go to City Council for a vote.

Multifamily
Continued from | 1

Are you concerned about the way apartments are being 
built in San Marcos?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/sbk-poll.

Dumpster 
screening 
materials are 
inconsistent 
with the primary 
building.

Recycle bins are 
used instead of 
recycle dumpsters 
with no screening.

Screening is 
consistent with 
primary building 
and dumpsters 
are used.

Tracts larger than 7 acres are not 
broken up into smaller blocks.

internal roads give block structure and 
ensure compatibility with surroundings. 

Room to grow

Block structures used for illustrative purposes only. Sources: City of San Marcos and Austin investor interests

Buildings are 
built close to  
single-family  
zoning with 
little buffer.

$2,685

$1,973
$1,718

$1,302

$868 $771Average monthly cost  
of apartments in San 
Marcos as of April 21

Building new standards in San Marcos

efficiency

1 bdrm

2 bdrm

3 bdrm

4 bdrm

5 bdrm

Apartment  
types in  

San Marcos

15.6%
794 unitS 31.4% 

1,593 unitS

22.4% 
1,140 unitS

28% 
1,423 unitS

2%
101 unitS

0.60%
30 unitS

1,296  
units under  
construction

5,081  
apartment units  
in San Marcos

94.4%
occupancy rate in  
1st quarter of 2014

According to city data, there are 1,296 
units with a total of 3,318 bedrooms 
under construction in San Marcos. 
According to Austin investor interests, 
a firm that tracks real estate trends in 
the Austin-area, the city’s apartment 
occupancy rate has been hovering 
between 90 and 95 percent since 2003. 

The city of San Marcos’ proposed multifamily development standards aim to increase development quality. 
if adopted, the new standards will apply to all new multifamily developments in the city. 

Buffer is included using trees, 
walls and scaled-back 
apartment height.

D’Ette & Co. Dancers
Make somenew friendsin dance!

SUMMER DANCE
CAMPS AND CLASSES

 Register Now!
 • Summer Camps for ages 3 to10
 • Dance Classes for ages 3 and up

Call 512-561-0605 for more information
3310B FM 967 • Ste. A105 • Buda, TX in the Buda Sports Center

www.dettedancers.com Mention you saw this ad in 
Community Impact to receive discount.



ordinance ensures each regulation 
is in step—and not conflicting—
with the others, Sparks said.

At nearly 300 pages in length, 
the city of Buda’s UDC is a com-
prehensive rulebook that details 
all things development-related, 
from how streets are designed to 
building guidelines for homes as 
well as penalties for breaking the 
rules.

The UDC rewriting process 
will focus not only on making 
the rules easier for the layman to 
understand, but also on clarifying 
the language so expectations are 
clearly defined, Sparks said.

As an example of the potential 
for confusion in the existing UDC, 
Ruge said the word “masonry” led 
to construction of a cinder block 
facade on Main Street when the 
code’s intent was a different aes-
thetic, such as flagstone.

Revisions
Continued from | 1

2030 Comprehensive plan
In 2011 the city adopted its mas-

ter plan, dubbed the 2030 Com-
prehensive Plan. Since its adop-
tion, the city has been chipping 
away at several other plans relat-
ing to transportation, parks and 
downtown. 

Sparks said rewriting the UDC 
is the last key piece of policy the 
city needs to get started on the exe-
cution of its comprehensive plan.

The usual shelf life of a UDC is 
about 10–15 years before requiring 
an extensive revision, Sparks said. 
When considering the differences 
between Buda in 2002 and Buda 
today, “It’s a very different animal,” 
he said.

In 2002 Buda was a general-law 
city, run by a city administrator 
with a limited capacity for in-
house staff. Many of the city staff 
positions, including the entire 
planning department and city 
manager’s office, did not exist.

Before City Manager Kenneth 
Williams and the administrative 

staff were hired in the late 2000s, 
the city was largely reliant on third-
party contractors to put together 
its codes and master plans. 

An Austin consulting firm 
was hired in 2002 to put together 
Buda’s unified development code, 
with the newly assembled Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission 
providing checks and balances 
during the process, Fletcher said.

Fletcher said the firm began 
including rules that members of 
the commission did not believe 
were in line with the city’s compre-
hensive plan, the established com-
munity vision of Buda.

“We eventually told them, ‘Don’t 
call us, we’ll call you,’” Fletcher 
said, adding that the commission 
finished writing the code before it 
was ultimately adopted.

One of the weaknesses of the 
2002 UDC process, Fletcher said, 
is the code’s neglect of redevelop-
ment projects. It covers what a 
developer can do with a new piece 
of land but lacks regulations about 

redeveloping in older parts of the 
city, he said.

Despite its deficiencies, Sparks 
said the city’s outdated code has 
not caused significant fallout from 
a singular event.

“It’s kind of a death-by-a-thou-
sand-cuts sort of thing where you 
have lots of small events that hap-
pen along the way that seem to 
clearly indicate that you have a sys-
temic issue going on in your code,” 
he said.

Next steps
In upcoming meetings, city staff 

will seek direction from the Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission and 
City Council on whether and how 
to proceed with the UDC rewrite.

The money budgeted for the 
rewrite would go toward procur-
ing a consulting firm if the council 
decides to move forward with the 
process, Sparks said.

Once hired, the firm can begin 
the writing process, and P&Z will 
again serve as a steering committee 
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Buda’s 2030 
Comprehensive Plan 
establishes ground 
rules for future 
land development 
that preserves 
and enriches the 
qualities of each 
tract of land within 
the city limits and 
its unincorporated 
area. The plan charts 
an urban design, 
taking into account 
mixed use and 
future infrastructure, 
and illustrates six 
“character districts:” 
the Green Growth 
District, the Emerging 
Growth District, 
Industrial Employment 
District, Business 
Growth District and 
the Heritage District.

in the drafting phase, he said. This 
time around, however, the city’s 
planning staff can mitigate any 
conflicts that may arise as part of 
the drafting process, and commu-
nity involvement will be sought in 
the form of focus groups and pub-
lic input workshops.

It can take six months to more 
than a year to put together the 
comprehensive set of rules, Sparks 
said. Once the process is com-
plete and the document is ready 
for adoption, the foundation for 
implementing the community 
vision will have been laid.

Ruge said the city is standing 
on the precipice of a “tremendous 
opportunity.”

“We are in a very unique posi-
tion where we can really decide 
what we want to look like in the 
future,” he said.

Find related stories at impactnews.com. 
Keyword Search

Buda, unified development code

Approved

UnApproved

considered

APPROPRIATE  
DEVELOPMENT  
TYPES

Source: Buda 2030 Comprehensive Plan
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Market Data
On the market  (April 2014) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Price Range Buda Kyle San Marcos Buda Kyle San Marcos

$99,999 or less 0 0 4 0 0 231

$100,000–$149,999 1 7 13 53 17 72

$150,000–$199,999 20 43 22 69 35 65

$200,000–$299,999 72 27 19 68 56 144

$300,000–$399,999 15 1 9 116 41 53

$400,000–$499,999 7 2 2 55 71 322

$500,000–$749,999 7 0 6 94 0 124

$750,000–$999,999 1 0 4 62 0 197

$1 million + 4 1 1 135 43 183

Number of homes sold Median price

Month Buda Kyle San Marcos Buda Kyle San Marcos

April 2014 41 66 30  $224,000  $167,835  $169,000 

April 2013 51 51 21  $189,900  $155,000  $169,900 

March 2014 46 64 30  $209,400  $157,000  $180,000 

February 2014 40 52 15  $197,950  $152,500  $157,817 

January 2014 32 40 25  $184,950  $161,995  $149,900 

December 2013 29 51 11  $180,954  $150,000  $160,000 

November 2013 28 50 14  $199,000  $148,900  $172,450 

October 2013 40 53 11  $208,000  $159,000  $152,000 

September 2013 56 70 22  $186,820  $153,000  $168,000 
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Featured Neighborhood
Blanco River Village, San Marcos

Build-out year: Not built out

Builders: Bigelow Homes

Square footage: 1,050–3,050

Home values: $126,530–$260,000

HOA dues (estimated): $500 annually

Amenities: Park and playground

nearby attractions: Blanco River, quail Creek Country 
Club and golf course, San Marcos Outlet Malls

Property taxes (in dollars):

City of San Marcos 0.5302 
Hays County 0.4252 
Special Road District 0.0438 
San Marcos CiSD 1.4141

total (per $100 value) 2.4133

REAL ESTATE

Homes on the market (as of May 2, 2014)

Featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (May 2, 2013–May 2, 2014)

No. of homes for sale 5

No. of homes under contract 2

Average days on the market 50

No. of homes sold 8

Square footage (low/high) 1,200 / 3,550

Selling price (low/high) $120,000 / $250,000
3 Bedroom / 3 Bath          1,980 sq. ft. $197,500
Agent: Robby Roden  866-999-3349

426 Heartridge

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath          1,476 sq. ft. $159,900
Agent: Scott Stoker  512-618-0618

318 Newberry Trail

4 Bedroom / 3 Bath          2,545 sq. ft. $249,000
Agent: Lisa Bergstrom  512-961-0923

405 Shadowpoint

4 Bedroom / 3 Bath          2,182 sq. ft. $199,900
Agent: Andy Allen  512-785-0496

241 Newberry Trail
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Recent Property Listings
ZiP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency

78610 Austin Skyline 9901 Bock Road 4br/2ba $220,000  2,217 Tommy Castille HomeCity inc.

78610 Cross Meadow 241 Cross Meadows Court 3br/2ba $119,000  1,766 Kimberly Whitlock Keller Williams Realty–RR

78610 elliott Ranch 1586 elliott Ranch Road 5br/4ba $499,900  3,674 Craig Sanderson Keller Williams Realty

78610 elm grove 425 Oyster Creek 3br/2ba $245,000  2,680 David Raesz Keller Williams Realty

78610 green Meadows 170 Pigeonberry Pass 4br/2ba $204,500  2,511 Linda Murphy Keller Williams Realty

78610 green Meadows 266 Pigeonberry Pass 3br/2ba $169,800  1,597 James Chapa ZipRealty

78610 Hays Country Oaks 1147 Live Oak Loop 4br/2ba $415,000  2,800 Debora Flores Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

78610 Ruby Ranch 1740 Ruby Ranch Road 3br/2ba $450,000  3,000 Christine Pura Keller Williams Realty

78610 Shadow Creek 263 Shadow Creek Blvd. 3br/2ba $199,900  2,100 Scott Stribling Century 21 HSK & Associates

78610 Shadow Creek 781 Dark Horse Lane 4br/2ba $199,950  2,917 Marvelia Juarez Keller Williams Realty

78610 Stonefield 339 Sandstone Trail 4br/3ba $235,000  2,589 Laurel Prats Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78610 Sunfield 338 Pondview Pass 4br/2ba $211,619  1,666 Pamela Buske Re/MAX Capital City ii

78610 The Meadows at Buda 148 Blossom valley Stream 3br/2ba $230,000  2,709 Craig Sanderson Keller Williams Realty

78610 The Meadows at Buda 338 Paradise Mountain 4br/2ba $199,900  2,001 Ron Redder Presidio group, Realtors

78640 Amberwood 1509 Amberwood Loop 4br/2ba $179,900  2,261 Tom Polk Stanberry & Associates

78640 Amberwood 1378 Cherrywood 4br/2ba $249,000  3,350 Daisy Dongieux Best Agents in Texas

78640 Four Seasons Farm 123 Winter St. 3br/2ba $179,900  2,084 Monica Martinez Keller Williams Realty

78640 green Pastures 515 Summit Drive 3br/2ba $135,000  1,590 Lolita Doll Re/MAX Capital City ii

78640 Hometown Kyle 124 Bluets Drive 4br/2ba $180,000  2,141 David Raesz Keller Williams Realty

78640 Hometown Kyle 352 Birch Drive 3br/2ba $175,000  1,879 gigi Jacks-McClaskey Avalar Austin

78640 Kensington Trails 646 Covent Drive 3br/2ba $139,900  1,364 Karen Montero Berkshire Hathaway TX Realty

78640 Plum Creek 6083 Negley, Unit A 3br/2ba $140,000  1,564 gayla goertz Realty Austin

78640 Plum Creek 6095 Negley, Unit A 1br/1ba $130,000  1,160 Courtney Oldham Keller Williams Realty

78640 Prairie on the Creek 160 Meadowlark Lane 3br/2ba $179,000  2,178 Marley Bautista Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

78640 Silverado at Plum Creek 104 Colt Loop 3br/2ba $169,900  2,624 Ann Watters ZipRealty

78640 Southlake Ranch 141 Onyx Lake Drive 3br/2ba $159,990  1,835 Robert Baylor UP Realty

78640 Steeplechase 160 Orion Cove 3br/2ba $139,900  1,611 Allan Hanson Berkshire Hathaway TX Realty

78640 Waterleaf 141 Clematis Court 5br/3ba $229,900  3,296 Jo Celum HomeCity inc.

78666 Blanco vista 102 Fence Line Drive 3br/2ba $235,000  2,478 Bryn Major Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates

78666 Hughson Heights 113 e. Sierra Circle 3br/2ba $245,000  2,110 Amy O’Neil Texias LLC

78666 Sleepy Hollow 107 Lazy Lane 5br/3ba $379,800  3,779 Allison Pflaum Keller Williams SW Market Center

78666 veramendi Place 1208 Belvin St. 3br/2ba $289,900  1,746 Holly Morris Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates

78666 Majestic estates 2221 Meadow view Drive 3br/2ba $184,100  1,366 David Clinton D.R. Horton–Austin

78666 Deerwood estate 601 Deerwood Drive 3br/2ba $169,500  1,476 Barrie Breed Hart Properties

78666 Bishop Crossing 120 grant Court 3br/2ba $208,900  1,868 Celena Martinez Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates

78666 Spring Lake 204 quail Creek Drive 3br/2ba $310,000  2,469 Thomas Rhodes Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates

78666 Southridge estates 227 Crest Circle Drive 3br/2ba $90,000  1,684 Sherry Keeble exit Realty–New Braunfels

78666 Franklin Square 819 Old RR 12 3br/2ba $125,000  1,950 Robbie Wiley Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates

78666 Southridge estates 748 Crest Circle Drive 3br/2ba $178,000  1,933 Mary evans Coldwell Banker First National

78666 el Camino Real 223 Capistrano Drive 3br/2ba $159,990  2,028 Julie Alexander Kuper Sotheby’s international Realty

78666 Sunset Acres 415 Candlelight Drive 6br/2ba $105,000  1,750 Tim Williamson Re/MAX Hill Country

ZIP code guide
Buda 78610
Kyle 78640
San Marcos 78666

263 Shadow Creek Blvd.

123 Winter St.

120 Grant Court

141 Clematis Court

REAL ESTATE

These residential real estate listings were added to the market between 3/8/14 and 4/29/14 for Buda and Kyle and on 5/7/14 for San Marcos. The listings were provided by the San Marcos Board of Realtors and the Austin Board of Realtors. 
Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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