
Craft brewery business 
pours into Hays County
By Brett Thorne

The growth of the craft beer 
industry has been seeping into 
Texas for some time now, and 
Hays County is beginning to expe-
rience the trend firsthand.

Two brewpubs—a designa-
tion given to businesses that are 
licensed to manufacture up to 
10,000 barrels of beer annually—
will open in Hays County this 
summer, with two more planned 
for late 2014 or early 2015. 

Middleton Brewery and Bomber 
Brewery, two businesses which 
will be licensed as brewpubs, are 
planning to open this year in San 
Marcos and Kyle, respectively. A 
San Marcos resident is also plan-
ning to open Aquabrew, a restau-
rant that will brew its own beer, at 
150 S. LBJ Drive, San Marcos, in 
2014 or early 2015. 

The craft brewing trend has 
been building in Texas for several 

years. Between 2007 and 2011, 
the number of licensed brewers in 
the state more than doubled from 
35 to 78, according to the Texas 
Craft Brewers Guild, an organiza-
tion dedicated to promotion of the 
craft-brewing industry in Texas. 

Austin has been a hub for 
much of that growth, but Christo-
pher Newton, who plans to open 
Bomber Brewery in Kyle in the 
summer, said Austin’s rising real 
estate prices are what brought him 
to his location in Kyle. Building in 
Kyle will allow Newton to keep his 
overhead low, he said.

“Austin is pricing itself out of 
entry-level,” Newton said. “If I 
were even to try to get a chunk of 
land outside of Austin but inside 
of Travis [County], the costs 
would be astronomical.”

Newton’s plans for Bomber 
Brewery, which sits on 2.5 acres in 
West Kyle, include the use of solar 

Middleton Brewery is relocating from 9595 RR 12 in Wimberley to 101 Oakwood 
Loop, San Marcos. The new location is expected to open this summer. 
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See SH 45 | 26

Mobility group, 
counties to 
fund SH 45 SW
By Joe Olivieri

For years, the debate about SH 45 
SW has centered on two big questions: 
How would the controversial road-
way affect the environment, and how 
would it be funded?

The Texas Department of Trans-
portation is researching the first ques-
tion—it will finish a new environmen-
tal study on the project in early 2015.

If the study supports building the 
roadway, Travis and Hays county 
leaders have an answer for the second 
question. 

On March 25, Hays County com-
missioners unanimously voted to  
approve a partnership with Tra-
vis County and the Central Texas 
Regional Mobility Authority to fund 
SH 45 SW. 

Engineering set to begin on Kyle roads
By JJ Velasquez

In March, Kyle City Coun-
cil approved engineering 
contracts for the five roads 
included in last year’s $36 
million road bond election, 
and design work is expected 
to begin later this year. 

The council unanimously 
approved on March 19 the 
engineering contracts for 
Lehman, Goforth and Bun-

ton Creek roads as well as 

Burleson Street and Market-
place Avenue at a total cost of 
$3.67 million. 

In addition to construc-
tion and engineering costs, 
funds are also figured in to 
the $36 million for rights of 
way purchases and contin-
gency reserves. City Finance 
Director Perwez Moheet said 
any funds left over would be 
used for other needed road 
revamps in Kyle.

“Based on what I know 
and where I sit, I doubt very 
much that there is going to be 
substantial amounts of funds 
remaining after the projects 
are all done,” Moheet said.

Projects
Marketplace Avenue will 

be extended from its current 
ending point at City Lights 

The potential costs of improving Kyle’s roads for homeowners

The property tax rate increase Kyle residents see as a result of the road bond  
issuance hinges partly on the city’s property valuations and sales tax revenue.  
Under a worst-case scenario, assuming no growth in these two areas, the  
average taxpayer would face annual increases in property taxes.
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$3.67 MILLION
engineering cost

$28.99 MILLION
construction estimate

Year 1: $39.77
Year 2: $29.40
Year 3: $50.35
Year 4: $53.66
Year 5: $24.55
Year 6: $61.75

total: $259.48
Source: City of Kyle

power and rainwater collection in 
his brewing process. He estimates 
he will have nine beers and three 
craft sodas on tap when he opens 
in the summer. He is currently in 
the permitting process with Hays 
County. 

Calvin Kouba, brewing assis-
tant at Middleton Brewery, said 
the business has seen growing 
demand for craft beer in Central 
Texas. 

“People in the Central Texas 
area, Austin all the way down to 

San Antonio, people are starting to 
get an idea of what beer can taste 
like,” Kouba said.

Middleton Brewery, which has 
been operating in Wimberley for 
three years, is planning an expan-
sion that will increase its capac-
ity twentyfold. The new property, 
located at 101 Oakwood Loop, San 
Marcos, will feature food trailers, 
live music and, of course, beer. 

Dennis Middleton, brewmaster 
at Middleton Brewery, said Texas’ 

See Breweries | 23

See Bond | 25



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com2



San Marcos | Buda | Kyle Edition • April 2014 3



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com4

www.KidsDentalSmiles.com

FREE EXAMS 

for children ages 2 & Under

WE OFFER CONVENIENT APPOINTMENTS BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL!

YOUR INSURANCE & MEDICAID IS WELCOME & ACCEPTED! 

Aaron Engels, D. D. S. 

Anil Gudapati, D. M. D.
BOARD CERTIFIED 

PEDIATRIC DENTISTS

1180 Seton Parkway • Suite 425  • Kyle, TX 78640
Located near Seton Hays

COMING SOON TO  KYLE!

• Orthodontics
• Sedation
• Hospital Dentistry
• Digital X-rays
• TVs at every dental chair
• Arcade/Play Room
• Private Parents Lounge    
 with Internet Access 
• Complimentary WIFI

San Marcos
Ear, Nose & Th roat

&
Medpark Hearing Center

512-353-8899
MedparkHearingCenter.com

2000 C Medical Parkway • San Marcos, TX 78666

We accept all Commercial Insurances & Medicare

Edward Tomaneng, MD
Ear, Nose & Th roat Specialist

His expertise ranges from:
• Balloon sinuplasty
• Allergy testing & treatment 
• Sleep disorders
• Ear, nose & throat disorders
• Hearing diffi  culty / rehabilitation 
• Balance disorders
• Head & neck tumors
• Th yroid disorders
• Voice and swallowing disorders

Dr Edward Tomaneng has been an ear, nose 
& throat surgeon in Hays County for 27 years!
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CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065
2014 Audi A4 2.9T 
FWD Multitronic 
Premium Pkg
$315mo 1 36 MO. LEASE

All 2013 Carrera
New, In-stock Remaining

$12,000 off  MSRP!

2014 S60 T5 
FWD Premier
$299mo. 36 mos. 3

Complimentary Factory Maintenance!

1 - Audi - 36 mo. closed-end leases offered to qualified customers by Audi Financial Services. A4 Stk# D0981 based on MSRP $36,295. $3,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + first mo payment + $0 security deposit = $4,509 due at inception + TT&L . Purchase option at lease end for $19,236. 36 monthly payments of $315. Advertised offers require dealer contribution; final negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some financial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition 
fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will affect lease price. Pictures shown with optional equipment for illustration only. Offers expire 4-30-14. 2 - Subaru - Model EAD P02. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may affect final negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. pymt total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly pymts of $209, final pymt / residual = $12,791. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $25,082. Stk# Z9777. All lease payments include tax credits while supplies last. 1All regular scheduled maintenance must be 
completed at Subaru of Georgetown. See dealer for details. *Purchase or lease any new (previously untitled) Subaru and receive a complimentary factory scheduled maintenance plan for 2 years or 24,000 miles (whichever comes first.) See Subaru Added Security Maintenance Plan for intervals, coverages and limitations. Customer must take delivery before 3-31-2015 and reside within the promotional area. See dealer for program details and eligibility. **Available with approved credit on select models in lieu of any other offer. Dealer participation may affect final negotiated price. No down 
payment required. All pictures for illustration only. MPG figures are estimated highway, results vary. Offers expire 4/30/2014. 3 - Volvo -Stk# V4871. 36 mo lease with approved credit through Volvo Car Financial Services. Lease based on 10,000 mi/yr with $.25/mi excess charge. $3,499 +TT&L total due at inception (no sec. dep. required). Final payment / residual = $21,482. MSRP $36,865. Includes application of $500 Volvo Allowance. Ad unit subject to availability. *Complimentary Factory Scheduled Maintenance covers the fi rst three services at no charge: 10,000, 20,000 and 30,000 miles. 
Complimentary Wear Item Coverage includes all Volvo Genuine Parts such as wiper blades, brake pads and rotors. Benefi ts must be utilitzed within 3 years or 36,000 miles. Tires excluded. See dealer for complete details. Off ers expire 4-30-2014. 4 - Porsche -Must take delivery from dealer stock. Off er good while supplies last. Cannot be combined with any other off er. See dealer for more details. Off ers expire 4/30/2014.

$12,000 off  MSRP!
!
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2014 Legacy 2.5i Premium 
CVT All Weather Pkg
$209mo 1 42 MO LEASE
0.0% APR Financing available for 63 mos

Temperatures in Hays 
County are creeping 
back up now that spring 
has come, and residents 
looking for refreshment 
from an adult bever-
age may soon have new 
options.

In my front-page story 
this month, I examine 
the craft beer industry in 
Hays County. Three new 
brewing businesses are 

planning to open in the county, and one company, Mid-
dleton Brewery, is building a new facility in San Marcos 
that will increase its brewing capacity twentyfold. 

It was during last year’s May election that voters in 
Kyle approved a $36 million road bond package that 
included construction on five city roads. That bond 
is the subject of Reporter JJ Velasquez’s front-page 
story. Engineering work is set to begin this year on 
the roads, and the city is exploring the possibility 

of using federal funds on parts of the property tax–
funded project to ease the financial burden on voters. 

With April coming to a close and May around the 
corner, it is almost time for more elections in Hays 
CISD, San Marcos CISD and the city of Kyle. Voters 
in Hays CISD will be choosing three board members 
and making a decision on a $59.1 million bond at the 
polls on May 10. San Marcos CISD voters will choose 
one new board member. 

In Kyle, three candidates are seeking the mayor’s 
seat. The winner of that race will lead City Council 
and have a hand in guiding the city through the next 
three years. Three council members’ seats are up for 
grabs as well, meaning the council that meets in June, 
after votes are in, could look radically different than 
the one that met in May. 
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COmmUNITy FEEDBACk
TAkE ThE pOll

lAsT MONTh’s pOll REsUlTs

What do you think of the growth of the 
craft beer industry in Hays County?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/sbk-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition  
of Community Impact Newspaper.

READER cOMMENTs

san Marcos P&Z votes on height  
warrant requests
impactnews.com/sbk

“We elect our City Council members and have the ability to 
hold each seat accountable for each vote. The appointed 
P&Z Commission should always defer to our City Council 
when asked to consider projects that fall outside of the city 
SmartCode or master plan. [San Marcos resident] Jim Gar-
ber makes an excellent point regarding unseating a council 
member versus having to live with questionable decisions 
made by an appointed commission.”

–Jonathan Sorenson

entertainment facility plans  
summer 2014 opening in buda
impactnews.com/sbk

“Am I seeing this right? Is this magnificent structure in the 
photo above really what used to be a truck stop? The 
architecture is wonderful. [I am] so glad it is being devel-
oped into a place the public can visit and enjoy.”

–Kathryn Serbanic Benedic

impact roundup: carl’s Jr.  
making its way to Kyle
facebook.com/communityimpactsbk

“Why can’t we get some nice sit down restaurants?  
We don’t really need any more fast food or banks.”

–Leslie San Jose

What factor is most important to ensure 
students receive a quality education?

Results from an unscientific Web survery collected 3/19/14–4/9/14.

  38%
Ensuring classrooms are not crowded 
so students can get one-on-one time 
with the teacher

  35% Providing career and technical classes  
related to fields they are interested in

other  20%

  7% Giving students access to digital technologies 
to ensure they are tech-literate
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complex near the Texas State University 
campus is preleasing for the fall. Its 
floorplans include studio and one- and 
two-bedroom apartments. 512-667-7436. 
www.uptownsanmarcos.com.  
Twitter: @uptownsquaresm

Coming Soon

5  California-based chain Carl’s Jr., 
20417 I-35, Kyle, will open a restaurant 
in the Village at Kyle in late July. The 
fast-food chain’s menu features such 
offerings as the Six Dollar Burger and 
CrissCut Fries, which patrons will be 
able to order via a double drive-thru. 
www.carlsjr.com. Twitter: @carlsjr

6  First Impressions Bakery & Gifts 
will open a second shop in late April at 
1340 Wonder World Drive, Ste. 3000, San 
Marcos. Gourmet coffees and breakfast 
items, such as kolaches, tacos and muffins, 
will be among the new offerings, and 
customers will be able to place custom gift 
orders at the new location. 512-667-7227. 
www.firstimpressionsbakery.com

7  Darren and Mikki Spohn will 
open Pinballz Kingdom, 15201 S. I-35, 
Buda, this summer. The multifaceted 
entertainment complex will include 
arcade games, a restaurant, bar, live music 
and more. www.pinballzarcade.com

8  The San Marcos CISD Pre-K Center, 
1225 Hwy. 123, San Marcos, is expected 
to be completed by December. A ground 
breaking ceremony was held April 7 for 
the bond-funded facility designed to 
serve 600 of the district’s early childhood 
learners. 512-393-6744.  
www.smcisd.net

Relocations

9  Liz Keitz and Nelda Montemayor 
relocated Buda’s Red Door from 316-A 
N. Main St., Buda, to 122 N. Main St., 
Buda, on Feb. 1. The boutique clothing 
store sells jewelry, shoes and gifts and 
also carries Diamond T cowboy boots. 
512-295-7818. www.budasreddoor.com.

Now Open

1  Book Warehouse, 3939 S. I-35, Ste. 
450-A, San Marcos, opened March 10. 
Store Manager Teri Purvis said the 
bookstore specializes in “hardback 
fiction at paperback prices.” 512-392-
9299. www.book-warehouse.com

2  The Bread Basket, 5671 FM 2770, 

Kyle, opened March 1. The second Kyle 
location of the Central Texas–based, 
family-owned convenience store chain 
carries made-from-scratch baked 
goods and tacos as well as wine, beer 
and premium cigars. The location also 
features a gas station. 512-262-0574

3  Cross Plants and Produce, 705 
Old Hwy. 81, Kyle, opened March 8. 

The plant nursery carries annual and 
perennial plants as well as shrubs, trees 
and tropicals. Natural and organic local 
produce, such as free-range chicken and 
grass-fed beef, as well as fair-trade coffee 
are also available. 512-585-6703. 

4  Uptown Square, 306 Edward Gary 
St., Ste. A, San Marcos, opened its 
leasing office Jan. 13. The apartment 

IMPACTS

Located less than one mile off I35 in 
downtown Buda, Texas, Willie’s Joint Bar & 
BBQ is the city's newest restaurant, adding 
to the growing demand for good food and 
great entertainment. Willie’s Joint brings 
something new to the Buda area - a fun, 

family-friendly environment for everyone. 
Operating out of a 1940's ranch-style house, 
which is situated under beautiful historic 

oak trees, Willie's Joint accommodates both 
indoor and outdoor seating.

WilliesJoint.com
824 Main St., Buda TX
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10  Hugh and Vicky Simmons relocated 
Cardinal Frame & Art from 1904 RR 12, 
Ste. 101, San Marcos, to 117 N. Guadalupe 
St., San Marcos, on April 1. The business 
provides custom framing services and 
creates shadowboxes, needlework and 
more. All of the store’s work is acid-free. 
512-392-7699. www.cardinalframe.com

School Notes

Graduate Student Appreciation Week 
was held April 7–13 at Texas State 
University. The event highlighted 
graduate and professional students and 
their contributions to the university. 
The university offers nearly 100 master’s 
and doctoral programs. San Marcos 
Mayor Daniel Guerrero proclaimed 
the week of April 7 as Graduate and 
Professional Student Appreciation Week 
throughout the city in conjunction 
with the university. Door prizes and 
discounts were offered by local businesses 
participating in the event. 512-245-2111.  
www.gradcollege.txstate.edu/apprwk

On March 31, Crockett Elementary 
School teacher Connie Bagley was 
named a finalist for the 2014 Excellence in 
Education Award, sponsored by H-E-B. 
Bagley and eight others from the Central 
Texas region will travel to Houston in 
May for a statewide competition. She 
was presented with two checks from the 
grocery chain—$1,000 for herself and 
another $1,000 for the school. Checks of 
$25,000 will be awarded to the winner 
of the Lifetime Achievement Award, for 
which Bagley is being considered. The 
program supports public education in 
Texas. 512-393-6400. www.smcisd.net

Lisa Thomas was introduced to the Hays 
CISD board of trustees as the new director 
of employee services in March. Promoted 
to replace retired Frank Joy, Thomas 
will handle workers’ compensation, 
risk management, employee safety and 
general employee health initiatives, among 
other responsibilities. Conducting exit 
interviews, overseeing human resources 

management of auxiliary services and 
assisting with the employee benefits 
program are also part of Thomas’ job 
description. She began her tenure at Hays 
CISD as a human resources specialist in 
December 2008. 512-268-2141.  
www.hayscisd.net

New management

11  The Price Center Tea Room, 222 W. 
San Antonio St., San Marcos, is under 
new management. Brenda Anderson’s B 
Va’Met Southern Catering took over the 
operations of the gourmet lunch spot in 
the Price Seniors Center on Jan. 27. In 
addition to catering private events, the 
Tea Room offers gourmet breakfasts and 
lunches Monday through Thursday.  
512-392-3114.  
www.priceseniorscenter.org

New Ownership

12  Sport Clips, 5695 Kyle Parkway, 
Ste. 200, Kyle, changed ownership in 
mid-March. Previously a franchise, the 
barbershop-style haircut business is now 
solely owned by Sport Clips corporate, 
manager Lindsay Messenger said. The 
shop offers men’s and boys’ haircuts in 
a sports-themed environment. 512-268-
1133. www.sportclips.com.  
Twitter: @sportclips

Anniversaries

13  Owners Lisa and Paul Ray celebrated 
the first anniversary of Vape Shop San 
Marcos, 2626 Hunter Road, Ste. 101, 
San Marcos, in March. The store sells 
electronic cigarettes and 165 flavors of 
its homemade e-juice—flavored nicotine 
liquid. 512-392-4525.  
www.vapeshopsanmarcos.com

14  H Heart Guest House, 3290 S. Old 
Stagecoach Road, Kyle, celebrates its first 
anniversary April 30. The getaway home 
features four bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
a full kitchen, television and Internet 
access on a 125-acre working ranch. 512-
636-9579. www.hheartguesthouse.com

15  Chances R, 138 S. LBJ Drive, San 
Marcos, celebrates its first anniversary 
on May 10. In addition to beer and 
cocktails, the bar features a jukebox, 
pool and shuffleboard. 512-392-1727

Expansions

16  The Clinical Decision Observation 
Unit at Seton Medical Center Hays, 6001 
Kyle Parkway, Kyle, was unveiled at a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony March 17. The 
new nine-bed facility serves seriously ill 
or injured patients admitted through the 
hospital’s emergency room. 512-504-5000. 
www.seton.net

Closings

17  Edward Jones, 300 S. CM Allen 
Parkway., Ste. 210, San Marcos, 
temporarily closed in late March. The 
business provides investment planning 
and other financial services. The office 
will reopen later this year. 1-800-522-
7506. www.edwardjones.com

In the News

18  Green Guy Recycling, 937 Hwy. 
80, San Marcos, was announced as the 
recipient of the 2014 Ebby Halliday and 
Maurice Acers Business/Industry Award, 
according to a Keep Texas Beautiful 
announcement in March. The honor is 
one of several awards given out by the 
organization to businesses that protect 
the environment in Texas. 512-478-8813. 
www.greenguyrecycling.com

The Kyle Chamber of Commerce Board 
of Directors supported the Lone Star 
Rail station in Kyle in a unanimous vote 
during its March board meeting. Kyle 
City Council is slated to make a decision 
on the rail station this year and has held 
community meetings to inform the 
public about Lone Star Rail’s proposal 
to build a commuter rail station in 
Kyle. Other cities considering proposals 
include Round Rock, Georgetown, Buda 
and San Antonio. 512-268-4220. 
www.kylechamber.org news or questions about San marcos, Buda or Kyle? 

Email sbknews@impactnews.com.

Recently opened Kyle convenience store The Bread 
Basket sells wine, premium cigars and more.

2

In March, Nathan and Jennifer Cross opened Cross 
Plants and Produce in Kyle. The duo are planning a 
grand opening of the plant nursery later this year.

3

Buda’s Red Door began offering Diamond T boots 
after relocating in February.

9

Sarah Simmons, whose parents own recently 
relocated Cardinal Frame & Art in San Marcos, 
attributed an increase in business to the move.

• RV Sales
• Service
• Parts

The more you know about RVs... the better we look!

1-800-781-7848 • 15855 S. IH-35, Exit #220 • Buda, Texas 78610 • CamperClinic2.com

HUGE DISCOUNTS on 2013 models!
A LIFETIME WARRANTY is included with every new RV sold!

Camper Clinic II is an exclusive lifetime warranty RV dealer.
• Pays 100% parts & labor*  • No deductible • Nationwide service

(*On all covered components)

BUY WITH 
CONFIDENCE. 

Call for 
details today!Dutchmen Aspen 

Trail 3125 RLS 
Travel Trailer  

MSRP $33,287 | Stock #C2D0111

Palomino Puma 
27 RBSS Travel Trailer  

MSRP $27,528 | Stock #C2P0323

Keystone Laredo 
250 RL Fifth Wheel  
MSRP $48,223 | Stock #C2K0275

DDDDDDDuD t

SALE 

$19,988
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SALE 

$18,988
Ke

SALE 

$29,988
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personnel, inc
riorityP

Skilled temporary & long-term employment opportunities. 
Light Industrial, Offi ce/Clerical, Technical, Professional and Retail.

Better People. Better Jobs. 
Better Period.

Apply with us today for great job opportunities!

512-392-2323
prioritypersonnel.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

Providing a Continuum of Quality Health Services

At Corridor Primary Care, our skilled team of Pediatric 
and Internal Medicine physicians offer comprehensive 
medical care for your entire family. Conveniently located in 
the heart of San Marcos, with a Pediatric satellite office in 
Kyle, our courteous and knowledgeable staff works hard 
from first contact to make every visit to our office positive.

CORRIDOR PRIMARY CARE PEDIATRICS
512-392-1700 | www.corridorpd.com

601B Leah Ave. • San Marcos, TX
181 Kirkham Circle • Kyle, TX

CORRIDOR PRIMARY CARE INTERNAL MEDICINE 
512-396-1000 | www.corridorim.com

601A Leah Ave. • San Marcos, TX

EDUCATION

the rigor of assessment is more difficult on StaaR exams than  
taKS and includes questions with more cognitive complexity. 

For the first time there is a time limit on the tests, and English i and ii must be 
completed in five hours. the other tests must be completed in four hours.

For most grades and subjects, tests have increased in length.

there are more open-ended questions for students to be able 
to derive more independent answers for science and mathematics.

Students are asked to complete two writing tasks instead of one  
(including personal, narrative, literary, expository, persuasive and analytic) 

Performance standards are now reviewed at least once every three  
years and are adjusted when necessary for appropriate level of rigor.

High school students are most affected by the changes in assessment.  
under taKS, students took two tests in ninth grade and four tests  
in both 10th and 11th grades. a student was required to pass the  
tests given at the grade level in order to graduate. StaaR  
now requires five end-of-course assessments, which students will  
take whenever they take the corresponding course.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since 2012, school districts in texas have been switching to a new exam for 
student assessment, the State of texas assessments of academic Readiness. 
Each year, the texas Education agency has been phasing in standards for 
student performance that are set by a committee composed of educators, 
experts and more. 

in the 2013–14 school year, the previous exam, the texas assessment of 
Knowledge and Skills, was administered for the last time, and students in grade 
12 were the last to take it.

the State of texas 
assessments of academic 
Readiness is a more 
rigorous testing program 
that focuses on readiness 
for grade level advancement, 
future course subjects, 
college and careers.

What is STAAR?

The shift in student assessment:  

TAKS to STAAR
12th-grade students 

were the last to take the 
taKS test in the 

2013–14 school year.

tEa provides information on  
its website such as:

• Previous versions of the test

• Sample questions

• a full summary of the differences  
between taKS and StaaR

• a calendar of testing dates

Resources

15         5

Quick Facts

For more information, visit www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar

Source:  
texas Education  

agency

in 2013, the texas Legislature 
decided to decrease the 

number of state-required tests 
for high school students from 

15 to five. this year is the 
first that students will only be 

required to take five tests.

out of the 180 annual 
instructional days, students 

typically spend two to five days 
taking state-required tests, 
depending on their grade.Key changes from TAKS to STAAR What local school  

districts are saying

What the Texas Education 
Agency is saying

 We really do believe that if the  
kids have been in class, they should  
have been taught everything throughout 
the year to really excel on this test. 
 
–Lauren Callahan, texas Education agency 
information specialist

 [STAAR] is providing us  
more data points to see how we’re doing 
with student progress, closing achievement 
gaps and preparing our students for  
post-secondary success. 
 
–Greg Rodriguez, San marcos CiSd director of 
secondary curriculum and accountability

 TAKS will not be gone entirely.  
...That said, yes, it’s nice to have  
fewer test administrations and 
accompanying logistics. 
 
–Joy Philpott, Hays CiSd director of 
assessment and accountability

Compiled by Lyndsey Taylor
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We would like to welcome Dr. Lewitton 
to the Kyle Community!

Dr. Lewitton has been providing general and interventional cardiology 
care in Central Texas for 4 years.  He is excited about the opportunity 

to have a presence in Kyle, and looks forward to helping the Kyle 
community with its interventional cardiology needs. 

EDUCATION
Medical School: University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center

Residency in Internal Medicine: 
University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, Parkland Hospital

Fellowship in Cardiovascular Diseases: 
New York University Medical Center

Fellowship in Interventional Cardiology: 
Weill Cornell University Medical Center

BOARD CERTIFICATIONS
Interventional Cardiology and Internal Medicine

Steve Lewitton, M.D.
512-807-3140
125 Bunton Creek Rd., Suite 300
Kyle, Texas 78640

Buda City Council mulls proposing bond
By JJ Velasquez

Buda could look to its taxpayers this fall 
for support in getting its plans to improve 
infrastructure, drainage systems, down-
town and other facilities off the ground.

The city is contemplating floating a bond 
this November, and voters could see a 
proposal as low as $10 million and as high 
as $40 million, according to a presentation 
made during a City Council workshop 
March 18.

Tax implications of passing a bond that 
would fund capital improvement projects 
were examined, with $30 million identified 
as a possible amount.

“It seems like with $30 million ... that 
seems like the sweet spot for us settling on 
a good amount at a reasonable [tax] rate 
that has the least impact to [taxpayers],” 
Councilman Bobby Lane said during the 
roughly 30-minute workshop.

Jennifer Douglas, a financial adviser 
contracted by the city, presented six 
options—$10 million, $15 million, $20 
million, $25 million, $30 million and $40 
million—and the approximate effect they 
would have on Buda’s taxpayers. 

A $30 million program could cause a 
property tax rate increase of $0.1038 per 
$100 of home valuation. For a home of 
average value—$158,140 in Buda—a tax-
payer would pay an additional $164.15 in 
property taxes annually, according to the 
agenda packet from the meeting.

Two bond advisory committees, one 
charged with recommending general 
capital improvement projects and another 
with recommending possible library facil-
ity upgrades, have held meetings in recent 
weeks and are expected to hammer out a 
proposal for the council’s consideration 
by July.

A community survey is available on the 
Buda Bond Advisory Committee website, 
www.buildingbuda.com. The question-
naire asks a wide range of questions, 
including what amenities the city could 
use more of.

Once input from the community is 
received at a meeting April 22, the advisory 
committee will examine a master projects 
list and begin prioritizing potential capital 
improvements to include as part of the 
bond proposal.

City Council has until Aug. 18 to call a 
bond election this November.

In a state of the city address March 19, 
Mayor Todd Ruge spoke about the poten-
tial bond.

The city has carved out several master 
plans in the past few years and is in the 
midst of updating its drainage master 
plan in light of the Halloween 2013 
floods, he said. A public input process to 
formulate a master plan for downtown 
Buda is underway and expected to wrap 
up in June.

“Now that we have all these great plans 

NEWS UPDATE

uP for voTe
If called, on Nov. 4, Buda 
voters can decide whether 
to use property taxes to 
fund the proposed bond 
program, which the city’s 
financial advisers have 
said would range from 
$10 million to $40 million.

Aug. 18 is the the final day City 
Council can call a bond issue for 
the November election. Mayor 
Todd Ruge would sign an election 
order by this date if the council 
decides to hold an election.

buda ciTy council

buda bond advisory coMMiTTee

The advisory committee will 
make its recommendation to 
City Council. The list of projects 
and cost will be finalized and 
presented to the council in the 
form of a recommendation that 
council will consider.

coMMuniTy MeeTing

On June 4 the public will once 
again be asked for their feedback 
before the advisory committee 
finalizes its recommendation.

Source: Gap Strategies

buda bond advisory coMMiTTee

With input from the 
community, the committee 
begins to evaluate a master 
list of projects and develop a 
price tag for the bond. 

On April 22 the public is invited to give its 
input on the bond recommendations. The 
committee will gauge city taxpayers on 
what they would be willing to support in 
terms of bond projects and a dollar amount.

coMMuniTy MeeTing

in place, it’s time to implement these 
plans,” Mayor Todd Ruge said, later refer-
encing the city library, for which “four or 
five plans that stretch back 20 years” have 
been made.

“We’re at a point now where we are going 
to do something about these plans that we 
have on the shelf,” Ruge said. “They’re not 
going to collect dust. These plans are going 
to be implemented. Of course, it’s going to 
take time and money, but we aim to put 
these plans into motion.”

The Buda bond process

buda bond advisory coMMiTTee
The committee comprises 12 City Council–appointed 
members representing different areas of the 
community. It has been charged with carving out 
a recommendation for City Council to consider for 
a possible November bond election. Among the 
possible projects to be included in the proposal are 
transportation, parks, water and improvements.
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main St.

Cabela’s dr.

35236

118

Buda’s favor when the Spohns were looking 
for sites for the project. The Spohns have 
been actively working with the city of Buda 
on the project for about a year, he said.

“Working with the city of Buda has been 
great,” Darren said. “Everyone we have 
worked with so far has been very open and 
friendly and willing to make this project 
work. That’s another influencing factor we 
had with going [to Buda]. Not only are they 
willing to work with us, they’re willing 
to do things fast because they realize this 
benefits everybody in the community.”

Darren said the new location, which 
will be called Pinballz Kingdom, will have 
a “Disney-esque” feel to it. The project’s 
second phase will include construction 
of walls and a drawbridge to mimic the 
look of a castle. The truck stop has been 

Entertainment 
complex slated 
for summer 
opening in Buda
By Brett Thorne

The Dorsett truck stop near I-35 and 
Main Street in Buda will be getting a 
radical makeover soon. Darren and Mikki 
Spohn, owners of Pinballz Arcade in Aus-
tin, are planning to make the building the 
site of their second entertainment facility.

The Spohns’ plans for the building and 
surrounding 13 acres include an arcade, 
full restaurant, bar, laser tag and live 
music. Darren said he is hoping to have the 
new business open in the summer.

Darren said the success of his first 
arcade venture put expansion on his mind. 

“My take on it is [by building in Buda] 
you get the South Austin crowd and you 
get Kyle, San Marcos and Buda crowds,” he 
said. “You’re kind of at a perfect cross-
roads. The other reason is [Buda is] not the 
city of Austin.”

The Spohns, who also own three tech-
nology companies in Austin, have worked 
with the city before, and Darren called 
the process “horrendous.” This played in 

ENTERTAINMENT

abandoned for about eight years, Darren 
said. 

“If you look at it, it’s really going to bring 
a new place for families and adults down 
there,” Darren said.

Ann Miller, director of the Buda Eco-
nomic Development Corporation, said 
the company is working on an economic 
development incentive agreement that 
would not exceed $62,000.

A public hearing will be held April 9 
at Buda City Hall to discuss the possible 
agreement. Any such agreement would 
include performance requirements for 
things like job creation, Miller said.

Darren estimated the company will 
initially hire 25–30 positions.

“It’s creating a family entertainment cen-
ter, a destination center, that will not only 

Pinballz Kingdom

serve Buda residents but bring people from 
all over,” Miller said. “It’s going to trans-
form that whole part of the I-35 corridor.”

Miller said the company is planning to 
work with the city on coordinating enter-
tainment and programming during major 
regional events such as the Formula 1 races 
in the fall.

For more information on Pinballz 
Arcade, visit www.pinballzarcade.com

Darren and Mikki Spohn plan to convert the Dorsett truck stop, 15201 S. I-35, Buda, to Pinballz Kingdom, a multifaceted entertainment complex that will feature 
arcade games, a bar, restaurant, laser tag, live music and more. The Spohns are hoping to open the business in the summer. 
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for a small business to be 
considered for the program, 
it must meet one or more of 
the following qualifications:

• Be a commercial property

• Be a new or expanded  
business development

• Be in “target” industry, such as: 
 - Hospitality or tourism 
 - office space 
 - Retail and entertainment 
 - Light industrial

• Be open at least 30 hours  
per week

• Have at least one full-time  
employee

• if expanding, must add one  
or more full-time staff

CITy & COUNTy
News from San Marcos, Buda, Kyle and Hays County Compiled by Brett Thorne and JJ Velasquez

Johnson delivers 
final state of the 
city speech in Kyle

Hays commissioners 
considering water 
group membership

Program announced to spur Buda small business

San Marcos council votes on height warrants

kylE Wind-
ing down her 
final months as 
mayor of Kyle, 
Lucy Johnson 
gave an address 
at the Kyle 
Area Chamber 
of Commerce 
luncheon March 25 that focused 
on the area’s population boom and 
what the city is doing to meet the 
challenges such growth brings.

In her state of the city speech, 
Johnson remarked on a recent study 
by the Office of the State Demog-
rapher that projected Hays County 
would be the fastest-growing 
county in Texas between 2014 and 
2050. 

“For those of you wondering 
how fast Kyle could see 200 percent 
growth, don’t worry about waiting 
around that long,” she said, alluding 
to the county’s projected growth 
rate between [2014] and 2050. 
“By 2032, we could easily see over 
85,000 people in Kyle, just using the 
relatively moderate growth patterns 
of 2010 to 2012.”

Johnson also touted the economic 
viability of the Austin metropoli-
tan area and Kyle’s recent gains in 
sales tax collections and increased 
economic development.

hAyS COUNTy A regional coalition 
working to bring water to cities and 
counties in Central Texas is hoping to 
bring Hays County on as a member. On 
March 25, Hays County commission-
ers voted to table the issue to allow for 
further discussion.  

Since then, public meetings have been 
held in San Marcos and Round Rock to 
discuss water issues in Central Texas. 

At the Commissioners Court meet-
ing on March 18, Mike Robinson, 
president of the Lone Star Regional 
Water Authority, said his organization 
is focused on bringing water to its four 
members, which include Williamson 
County, the city of Jarrell and two 
municipal utility districts.

Robinson said access to water could 
be the determining factor in whether 
Texas can keep growing its economy.

“The cure is the Carrizo-Wilcox aqui-
fer,” he said. “What we would like to do 
is have the counties reserve the water 
and have the cities buy the water.”

Hays County resident Jim McMeans 
said the proposal to join the water 
authority was premature.

“It seems a little fast wanting to jump 
on this one week after you heard a pre-
sentation from the [LSRWA],” McMeans 
said.

Commissioners are set to consider 
possible membership with the group at a 
future meeting.  

BUDA The Buda Economic Development Corp. 
introduced a program in early March that aims to 
stimulate small-business growth in the city.

The Small Business Incentive Program will cut 
eligible small-business owners’ permitting fees by 
as much as half. The Buda EDC, funded by city 
sales tax revenue, budgeted $12,500 for the pro-
gram, which Executive Director Ann Miller said 
could provide support for 15 to 20 small businesses.

The Buda EDC will reimburse qualified appli-
cants for fees such as new commercial building per-
mits, sign permits and commercial inspection fees. 
The maximum refund one business may receive is 
$1,250.

“When you’re starting your business, every dollar 
counts,” Miller said. “If they can have more money 
for working capital or to invest in inventory, the 
better off they are.”

SAN mARCOS On April 1, San Marcos 
City Council voted to take on responsibil-
ity for approving or denying height war-
rant requests. 

Some residents said they were irked by 
the approval of a nine-story development in 
downtown San Marcos in January. 

Developers wishing to build anything 
downtown are subject to the city’s Smart-
code. The code allows structures of up to five 
stories. Anything taller than that must go 
through a warrant process to show why the 
additional stories are necessary. Previously 
the Planning and Zoning Commission had 
final say on approval of warrant requests. 

At the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion’s regular meeting March 25, Jim Garber, 

a San Marcos resident, said decisions that 
have dramatic effects on the city, such as 
allowing a nine-story building downtown, 
should not be made by an appointed group 
such as the commission.

“If people are angry, they can’t unseat 
[the Planning and Zoning Commission] 
from office,” Garber said. “They can unseat 
council. Something that important I 
believe belongs in the hands of our elected 
officials.”

On April 1 City Council voted to take 
on responsibility for approving or denying 
height warrant requests. 

The commission will still be able to 
make recommendations for approval or 
denial of warrant requests. 

Buda city council
Meets at 6:30 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month
121 Main St. • 512-312-0084
www.ci.buda.tx.us

Kyle city council
Meets at 7 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month 
Live webcasts of meetings:
www.ustream.tv/channel/kyle-city-council
100 W. Center St. • 512-262-1010
www.cityofkyle.com

san marcos city council
Meets at 6 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month
Live webcasts of meetings:  
www.ci.san-marcos.tx.us/videos 
630 E. Hopkins St. • 512-393-8000
www.sanmarcostx.gov

Hays county  
commissioners court
Meets at 9 a.m. each Tuesday
Live webcasts of meetings: 
www.co.hays.tx.us/commcourtlive
111 E. San Antonio St., San Marcos
512-393-2205 • www.co.hays.tx.us

Tweetings
For instant coverage  
of these meetings,  
follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_sbk

TweetingsMeetings

Lucy Johnson
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SPRING SERVICE SPECIAL

Must present coupon at time of purchase. Motorcycles/trikes only. 
Minimum tire purchase $200. Synthetic oils may be extra. Expires 5-10-14.

FREE OIL CHAINGE
+ 

FREE TIRE INSTALL
WITH THE PURCHASE OF 2 TIRES 

FROM MITCHELL MOTORSPORTS

MITCHELLMOTORSPORTSTX.COM

512-262-0011 • 21701 N. I-35
EXIT 213 • KYLE, TEXAS 

26 2nd Annual lake  
kyle Jubilee

the event celebrates Lake Kyle and 
is intended to promote community 
among the city’s residents. this year’s 
event features washer and horseshoe 
tournaments and live music from matt 
deaton, Ryan Beaver and midnight River 
Choir. $5 per car parking passes (presale 
at the Parks and Recreation office through 
april 18), $2 per person entry fee. 4–9 p.m. 
Lake Kyle Park, 700 Lehman Road, Kyle. 
512-262-3939. 

through 26 
kTSW’s 7th annual  
mR Fest

San marcos’ largest music festival 
takes over the Square downtown. 
this year’s event features 67 artists, 
performances by local comedians 
and a special guest at the event’s 
conclusion. the austin-based rock 
band Ringo deathstarr headlines the 
two-day event. attendance at the 
festival has grown from 200 fans in the 
first year to more than 5,000 at last 
year’s event. Free. Set times throughout 
the weekend. Venues in downtown San 
marcos. 512-245-3816. www.mrfest.net 

A P R
25

april

18 Stations of the Cross
San marcos First Christian Church 

hosts the event on Good Friday. Each 
station represents part of Jesus Christ’s 
journey to the cross and is part of the 
traditional Christian and Catholic celebration 
of Easter. Preceding the walk, a short 
worship service is held at the church’s 
sanctuary. the walk takes approximately 
45 minutes to an hour, and seating is 
available at each station. a golf cart is used 
to transport those unable to make the walk 
unassisted. Free. noon. 3105 RR 12, San 
marcos. 512-396-1926. www.fcc-sm.org

CALENDAR

Featured EVENT

03 through 04 
Tour of homes

in addition to touring historic homes in 
one of San marcos’ oldest neighborhoods, 
participants can listen to uSo-themed 
jazz performances and watch historical 
re-enactments. this year’s event features 
17 historic homes. the theme of the event 
is “Building a Sense of Place with Grit and 
Grace.” Janice Woods Windle, author of 
“true Women,” a historical account of two 
texas families’ legacies, signs books at the 
conclusion of the event. Charles S. Cock 
House, 308 E. Hopkins St., San marcos. 
www.heritagesanmarcos.org. 512-392-4295

C
o

ur
te

sy
 S

p
hy

nx
B

re
tt

 t
ho

rn
e

C
o

ur
te

sy
 H

er
it

ag
e 

a
ss

o
ci

at
io

n 
o

f S
an

 m
ar

co
s

B
ra

nd
y 

C
ic

ho
n

26 St. Chubby Golf Classic
the event benefits St. Chubby 

Golf Classic inc., an austin-based nonprofit 
organization founded to provide toys, clothing 

26 through 27 
Buda Wiener Dog Races

Hundreds of dogs and dog enthusiasts 
gather in Buda for the annual event, which 
offers a $500 cash prize to fastest dog. 
attendees are invited to watch the races, 
eat food provided by vendors, taste the 
fare at the barbecue cookoff, participate 
in the pet parade and take part in other 
activities. Food is provided by nonprofits, 
which are able to keep 100 percent of their 
proceeds. Proceeds from the ticket sales 
at the event benefit the Buda Lions Club, 
which supports charitable organizations 
throughout the state and nation. $3 (age 12 
and older). Free (age 11 and younger).  
8 a.m. Buda City Park, 204 San antonio St., 
Buda. 512-565-0505.

may

01 First Thursday
Local businesses open their doors 

and restaurants provide food at the event as 
attendees walk up and down main Street in 
downtown Buda. the event is sponsored by 
the downtown Buda merchant’s Group. 5–9 
p.m. Free. downtown Buda. 512-295-7170

and more to families in need during the holiday 
season. the main event at the tournament is a 
four-man team scramble. attendees also take 
part in five hole-in-one challenges, closest to 
pin and long drive contests, dinner, and live and 
silent auctions. 7 a.m. Plum Creek Golf Course. 
750 Kohler’s Crossing, Kyle. $110 per player. 
512-217-0949. www.stchubby.com
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Please visit www.relayforlife.org/budakyletx for more 
information and to learn more about these opportunities, 

or contact: Sarah Teeter smwjwt@yahoo.com • (512) 468-4909

Ways for YOU to get involved 
in the FIGHT against cancer:  

Be a part of a TEAM:
Participation is easy – gather your friends, family 
and/or co-workers and create your team online!

 
Purchase a LUMINARIA:

Remember or honor a loved one by dedicating 
a luminaria to be lit during our event. A suggested 
donation of $5 will help light the way to a cure.

 
SURVIVORS:

If have overcome cancer, are currently fi ghting cancer 
or know someone who is a cancer survivor, please join 
us for our opening survivor lap! Help us kick off Relay 

For Life and celebrate your victory over cancer!

There’s No Finish 
Line until we 
Find a Cure!

Relay For Life of Buda, Kyle and San Marcos 
May 2, 2014 • 7pm – 7am at Barton Middle School

Compiled by Brett Thorne

Cheatham Street Warehouse
119 Cheatham St., San marcos
512-353-3777
www.cheathamstreet.com
twitter: @cheathamstreet
April
 22  Big John mills and tX Road dawgs
 24  Shane Smith & the Saints  
  with special guests
 29  devil’s Hollow
may
 08  damn Quails with special guests
 10  doug moreland Band
 11  Shady Rest Cd release  
  with special guests

Riley’s Tavern
8894 Fm 1102, Hunter
512-392-3132
www.rileystavern.com
twitter: @rileystavern
April 
 26  Rollfast Ramblers
 28  Songwriter’s Showcase  
  with John Whipple
 30  mike Ethan messick
may 
 07  tyler Cannon with manzy Lowery
 09  andrea marie
 14  mark Sebby and Friends

Triple Crown
206 n. Edward Gary St., San marcos
512-396-1050
www.triplecrownlive.com
twitter: @triplecrownlive
April
 19  Chasca, the organics
 22  afro-Cuban Jam Session
 24  the Lion & the Giraffe, Pony Lagoon,  
  the Love me tenders
may 
 01  the Ledbetters Bluegrass Band
 02  mark Jungers & the Whistling mules
 07  Folk is Free

devil’s Hollow will play Cheatham 
Street Warehouse on april 29.

Sponsored by

Find more or submit San marcos, 
Buda or Kyle events at  
impactnews.com/sbk-calendar.

to have San marcos, Buda or Kyle 
events considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

online calendar
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08 Curbside Chat
Chuck marohn, president of 

the non-profit Strong towns, speaks 
in San marcos about the future of the 
nation’s cities, towns and neighborhoods. 
marohn also speaks on a new model 
of urban growth that aims to give cities 
more resilience and self-sufficiency. the 
discussion will focus on financial stability 
and how community leaders can help 
grow healthy cities. the one-hour talk will 
be followed by an open discussion among 
attendees. 6 p.m. Free. LBJ museum, 131 
n. Guadalupe St., San marcos.  
512-393-8230. www.strongtowns.org 

10 Election day
Voters in the city of Kyle, Hays 

CiSd and San marcos CiSd can elect new 
representatives to City Council and the 
boards of both school districts. the mayor’s 
seat, as well as two City Council seats are 
chosen. one seat on the San marcos CiSd 
board of trustees is on the ballot. in Hays 
CiSd, three seats are on the ballot. Voters 
can find more information in the Local 
Election Guide on Page 16.

11 Reckless kelly Softball Jam
musicians and athletes team up 

for this event, which raises money for the 
construction of a new youth baseball field 
in East austin. Performers at the event 
include Reckless Kelly, mickey and the 
motorcars, Whiskey myers, taco and the 
Enchiladas and more. the event, which 
is in its sixth year, also features games 
for children and autograph booths with 
musicians and athletes. to date, the event 
has raised more than $150,000 for Central 
texas youth baseball leagues. Food and 
drinks are available from vendors. $20. 
1 p.m. the dell diamond, 3400 E. Palm 
Valley Blvd., Round Rock. 
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SAN MARCOS CISD
Place 1

Danny Gonzales Naomi Narvaiz

ELECTION GUIDE lll 2014ELECTION GUIDE lll 2014ELECTION GUIDE llllllll 2014
L O C A L

E
C

2222lllllllllllll
L

EEE
O C

444444444444444444444444444444444111111144444444111111110001110000000200000000000222222222222222222E l EE lllEEEDEDEDEDE llllllllEEEEEEEDDIDIDIDIDIDIDIDDDDDGGGGGGGGGGGGGGNNNNNNNNNNNIIIIIOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOIOIOIOIOIIIITTTTTCCCECCCCCECTECTECTECTL
A

LELELELELLLLLLLLLLLLEEEEEEE ECECECECECECECLELELELLLLELELELEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE  NN DDDUUU EGGUIDGUIUIUIUIGUIDGUIDGUIDGUIDEEEE GG

earlY Voting
April 28: 7 a.m.–7 p.m.
April 29–May 2: 8 a.m.–5 p.m.
May 3: 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
May 5: 7 a.m.–7 p.m. 
May 6: 8 a.m.–5 p.m.

 Hays County  
Government Center
712 S. Stagecoach Trail

Source: San Marcos CISD

earlY Voting
April 28: 7 a.m.–7 p.m.
April 29–May 2: 8 a.m.–5 p.m.
May 3: 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
May 5: 7 a.m.–7 p.m. 
May 6: 8 a.m.–5 p.m.

 Buda Elementary School 
(Upper Campus)
300 San Marcos St., Buda

 Hays CISD Central Office
21003 I-35, Kyle

 Kyle City Hall
100 W. Center St., Kyle

earlY Voting
April 28: 7 a.m.–7 p.m.
April 29–May 2: 8 a.m.–5 p.m.
May 3: 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
May 5: 7 a.m.–7 p.m. 
May 6: 8 a.m.–5 p.m.

 Kyle City Hall
100 W. Center St.

 Hays CISD Office
21003 I-35

 Buda Elementary School 
(Upper Campus)
300 San Marcos St.

District 1 trustee

1. How can you ensure the district will be able to keep 
pace with enrollment growth and still be able to provide 
students with a quality education? 

Gonzales: Change is coming to our community. We need 
to decide whether we allow change to control us or if 
we control the change. We need to take charge and 

improve public education. We deserve a school district 
that parents want their children to attend, and the school 
bond was a great start. Volunteering and working together 
as a community can help steer the change in the right 
direction. We have much to be proud of, but we have much 
work to do. I am willing to roll up my sleeves and do the 
work. I would be honored to serve as a trustee for the San 
Marcos CISD, for District 1 and the entire community.

Narvaiz: Quality of education is one of the reasons I am 
seeking to be the next school board trustee for District 1. 
We must put our resources and dollars to the best use to 
accommodate the growth and this must include retaining and 
hiring great teachers and sending the dollars to the classroom 
where they belong.

For the full Q&A, visit impactnews.com/sbk.
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election DaY
May 10: 7 a.m.–7 p.m.

 District 1
Kyle City Hall
100 W. Center St., Kyle

 District 2
Tobias Elementary
1005 East FM 150, Kyle

 District 3
Chapa Middle School
3311 Dacy Lane, Kyle

 District 4
Hays Hill Baptist Church
1401 N. FM 1626, Buda

 District 5
Wallace Middle School
1500 W. Center St., Kyle

 Driftwood  
Community Center  
15100 W. FM 150, Driftwood

HAYS CISD

Source: Hays CISD
election DaY
May 10: 7 a.m.–7 p.m.

 District 1 
New Life Christian Center
4000 Hwy. 123

election DaY
May 10: 7 a.m.–7 p.m.

 Kyle City Hall
100 W. Center St.

 Chapa Middle School
3311 Dacy Lane

 Wallace Middle School
1500 W. Center St.

 Tobias Elementary School
1005 E. FM 150
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The District 1 race is the only race that will appear on the ballot 
because Districts 2 and 3 were unopposed. The San Marcos CISD 
board of trustees canceled the races for those two positions, so Margie 
Villalpando and Lupe Costilla will each serve another three-year term.

As many as four and at least two places on Kyle City Council will 
have new representatives after the May 10 election. Tammy Swaton 
ran unopposed for the District 6 seat. Three contenders—each with 
experience on City Council—are vying to succeed outgoing Mayor Lucy 
Johnson, who is not seeking re-election.

Terms for three seats on the Hays CISD board of trustees have expired, and each race is contested. Incumbents 
Willie Tenorio and Sandra Bryant will look to retain their District 2 and at-large positions, respectively. Tenorio faces 
Miguel Zuniga in his race, and Bryant is being challenged by Will McManus and Letty Vasquez-Jones. District 1, 
meanwhile, will have a new representative. Former trustee Shaun Bosar resigned his post last year because of a 
move out of the district. His temporary replacement, former Kyle Councilwoman Michelle Lopez, is not seeking a 
full term. Jesse Espinoza and Teresa Tobias are vying for that seat. The ballot also features a $59.1 million bond 
proposition to build a new middle school and upgrade the district’s technology infrastructure, among other projects.

ORDER DIRECTLY FROM YOUR FACEBOOK PAGE!
VISIT WWW.FOXSPIZZADENTEXAS.COM 

OR DOWNLOAD THE FOXS PIZZA APP TO ORDER!
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Serving Kyle & Buda!
147 Elmhurst Dr., Kyle, TX • (512) 268-3697

Serving New Braunfels & Gruene!
1551 N. Walnut Ave., New Braunfels, TX • (830) 627-3697

TAKE-OUT  •  DELIVERY  
DINE-IN  •  CATERING  

FREE PIZZA!
JOIN OUR LOYALTY PROGRAM 

AND GET A FREE MEDIUM PIZZA 
JUST FOR JOINING!
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Coupon must be present. 
Not valid with any other offer or 

special. Expires 5-14-14.
Coupon must be present. Offer good for equal or lesser value. 

Not valid with any other offer or special. Expires 5-14-14.

Free pizza coupon will be emailed to customer upon registration.

TWO MEDIUM
2-TOPPING
PIZZAS FOR

$12.99
Sun–Thurs: 11am to 10pm, Fri & Sat: 11am to 11pm

FoxsPizzaDenTexas.com 
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HAYS CISD CITY OF KYLE

Jaime Sanchez

Becky Selbera

Laurie Luttrell

David Wilson

James Adkins

Brad Pickett 

Todd Webster

Jesus (Jesse) 
Espinoza

Teresa M. Tobias

ELECTION GUIDE lll 2014ELECTION GUIDE lll 2014ELECTION GUIDE llllllll 2014
L O C A L

E
C

2222lllllllllllll
L

EEE
O C

444444444444444444444444444444444111111144444444111111110001110000000200000000000222222222222222222E l EE lllEEEDEDEDEDE llllllllEEEEEEEDDIDIDIDIDIDIDIDDDDDGGGGGGGGGGGGGGNNNNNNNNNNNIIIIIOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOIOIOIOIOIIIITTTTTCCCECCCCCECTECTECTECTL
A

LELELELELLLLLLLLLLLLEEEEEEE ECECECECECECECLELELELLLLELELELEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE  NN DDDUUU EGGUIDGUIUIUIUIGUIDGUIDGUIDGUIDEEEE GG ELECTION GUIDE lll 2014ELECTION GUIDE lll 2014ELECTION GUIDE llllllll 2014
L O C A L

E
C

2222lllllllllllll
L

EEE
O C

444444444444444444444444444444444111111144444444111111110001110000000200000000000222222222222222222E l EE lllEEEDEDEDEDE llllllllEEEEEEEDDIDIDIDIDIDIDIDDDDDGGGGGGGGGGGGGGNNNNNNNNNNNIIIIIOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOIOIOIOIOIIIITTTTTCCCECCCCCECTECTECTECTL
A

LELELELELLLLLLLLLLLLEEEEEEE ECECECECECECECLELELELLLLELELELEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE  NN DDDUUU EGGUIDGUIUIUIUIGUIDGUIDGUIDGUIDEEEE GG
COMPLETE COvERAGE AT IMPACTNEWS.COM/vOTE-2014

COMPILED BY:  Bret t Thorne and JJ Velasquez

DISTRICT 1

1. What makes you qualified for this position?

Espinoza: I believe that I have what it takes to get things done. I have a proven 
record with getting civil service on the ballot and negotiating a meet-and-confer 
contract with the city of Kyle for the police officers. I want to advocate for the 
children, parents, teachers and the Hays CISD staff and let their voices be heard.  
I believe every position within the school district plays a critical role, and no one 
position is better than the other.

Tobias: I have dedicated the last 10 years of my life to volunteering within 
our schools in various PTA positions, campus leadership teams and district 
committees. In addition, my experience as a special-needs parent has inspired me 
to seek education on parent rights and responsibilities as well as special education 
services. My motivation to run for school board comes directly from my children, 
the special-needs community and my love for Hays CISD. I have a true passion for 
community service, and I believe that if elected I would be an asset to the board.

District 2

1. What will you do to improve technology access and make access more 
equitable across the district? 

Tenorio: As school board president, I led the process to create the transparent 
Growth Impact Committee, which created the current bond package that will 
greatly improve technology throughout the district. Plans include updating campus 
workstations, improving bandwidth and wireless access to allow students and 
teachers to take advantage of electronic resources districtwide.

Zuniga: I believe to bridge the technical divide, teachers need to be invested in 
professional development so they can better understand technology applications 
and use it to improve classroom learning. Lesson plans should integrate in-class 
and at-home assignments, and educators should use case studies to teach 
children to create Web pages, videos, budgets, charts and computer networking 
applications. This should be documented to ensure an equitable amount of time is 
maintained per classroom. Proper allocation of funds should be managed so that 
students are not excluded from learning development and opportunities to use 
technological tools.

At-large

1. What will you do to improve technology access and make access more 
equitable across the district?

Bryant: Hays CISD is constantly working to upgrade technology. One way to 
improve technology access is to support our upcoming bond election, which will 
fund campus workstations, purchase software and upgrade networks to support 
wireless connectivity on all our campuses. I also agree with other board members 
in that technology [should] be incorporated as a line item in our annual budget. 
By addressing this issue across the district in all our schools each year, this will 
provide for equitable, districtwide access to the technology that our students need 
to train them for the 21st century workplace.

McManus: As an information technology professional, I see many opportunities 
for success with technology, but our district doesn’t do enough to integrate it 
into the lives of our students and teachers. We send mixed signals to students by 
telling them they need to be innovative learners but don’t bring devices from home 
because they are not allowed to be used in many classrooms. Additionally teachers 
take an individual approach to technology because there is no unified district 
framework. This framework should provide structure but also allow freedom at 
each campus to utilize what is most suitable for their student and community 
populations.

vasquez-Jones: I will support all proposals that entail upgrades, new technology 
in classrooms and training for all faculty and staff. Having the latest and current 
technology and software is imperative to be able to build strong classroom 
teachers and students. Technology growth should be supported throughout all 
grade levels (prekindergarten–12th grade). All teachers and students will be able 
to use technology in a variety of capacities. Hays CISD will strive for the utmost 
high-tech learning environment.

For the full Q&A, visit impactnews.com/sbk.

Mayor

1. How would bringing a Lone Star Rail station to Kyle help or hurt the city?

Adkins: Traffic control and mobility is an important issue in any growing area such 
as Central Texas and the I-35 corridor. I think rail service to our area will contribute 
another way for our citizens to have access to nearby cities, and it can also bring 
people from outside Kyle to shop and enjoy our local services.

Pickett: There is currently not enough information to do a good analysis regarding 
the proposition to the city of Kyle from the Lone Star Rail group. There is still too 
much due diligence that needs to be done before anyone can make a decision on 
this project. On April 29, the City Council, or the citizens, will have the opportunity 
to ask the necessary questions to see if this is the right thing for Kyle. It is a 
36-year commitment that is aimed at Kyle giving upwards of $100 million toward 
the overall project.

Webster: A rail station would provide significant opportunities and benefits to Kyle. 
Any transportation corridor, rail or otherwise, offers great economic development 
potential. However, the Lone Star proposal also offers Kyle residents a future 
alternative to I-35 traffic congestion. Furthermore, it is a viable means of rerouting 
the majority of the existing freight rail out of the city, which has been a desire for 
many years. As with any proposal of this scope and duration, city leaders need 
to act cautiously to ensure that the financial arrangement is sound and that the 
project is a net benefit to the community.

District 2

1. How would bringing a Lone Star Rail station to Kyle help or hurt the city?

Sanchez: It could help because a rail station in our city provides the opportunity 
for growth and economic development. It will allow families to live in the second 
best place to live in Texas and work in other cities that might have better pay. It 
will provide the opportunity for their children access to our fine school system and 
most importantly live in a community with great heritage and pride. The council 
must ensure that a decision to approve the rail will be prosperous and favorable for 
our city. While the potential exists for great advancement, no one can predict the 
future, thus a more analytical approach much be taken to analyze this issue. 

Selbera: Lone Star Rail can help by taking citizens that commute to either Austin or 
to San Antonio, or it can hurt the city if we do not plan this carefully. We need to make 
sure that we get the public involved. Therefore, I would like to send a survey out to 
the citizens and ask the citizens of Kyle, “Are you for or against Lone Star Rail?” If the 
majority of citizens say “yes,” then I would work closely with staff, Lone Star Rail and 
with the citizens so that we plan Lone Star Rail carefully and thoroughly.  

District 4

1. How would bringing a Lone Star Rail station to Kyle help or hurt the city?

Luttrell: Commuter rail would benefit our citizens, but the city needs to consider 
the cost. Within a half-mile of the station, Lone Star Rail will receive 50 percent 
of growth in sales tax, 50 percent growth in property tax, and Kyle must pay 
100 percent of the cost of operation and management of the station. Operation and 
management could reach $2.6 million per year for Kyle. The city needs estimates on 
what it will cost in sales and property taxes. As of October 2013, Kyle’s debt was 
$99.3 million (with interest). Lone Star Rail is not free, and citizens need to be 
informed.

Wilson: Lone Star Rail service will help those who live in the city to have 
alternative transportation to Austin and San Antonio. I have personally experienced 
rail in Seattle, Chicago, Washington, D.C., Boston, New York and Austin. I found it a 
pleasure to ride the rail service and loved the fact that I did not have to worry with 
a car, traffic and parking. The negative is you pay for the privilege of having a rail 
station. I would like for the city of Kyle to plan this development in such a way that 
it pays for itself and is an economic plus for our city economy and budget.

For the full Q&A, visit impactnews.com/sbk.

District 6

Tammy Swaton was the only candidate who filed for outgoing Councilman Ray Bryant’s 
seat. Because the seat was uncontested, City Council canceled the election on April 1 
and declared Swaton the winner. She will serve a three-year term.

Guillermo (Willie) 
Tenorio, Jr.

Miguel Zuniga

Letty vasquez-
Jones

Sandra Bryant

Will McManus

(i)

(i)

(i)

(i)

(i) Indicates incumbent
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512-657-9207  |  www.theandersgroup.com

Dear Run Land and Cattle Co.

512-848-9797
www.dearrunlonghorns.com

Cynthia and Doug Dear started raising Texas longhorn cattle years ago but didn’t begin selling beef until 
March 2012. The couple’s herd on their Buda property ranges anywhere from 30 to 35 longhorns.

Texas longhorns’ horns grow continuously throughout their lifespans. By age 7, many have a mature set of 
horns. On the Dears’ property, the longest-horned cow is nicknamed “Connie.” She is 15 years old.
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C ynthia and Doug Dear made a 
business out of their hobby of 
raising Texas longhorn cattle.

The couple began Dear Run Land and 
Cattle Co. when they started selling meat 
from their purebred Texas longhorns in 
March 2012, after initially buying the 
iconic bovines to complement the park-
like landscaping at their home, whose 
facade is a dead ringer for the Alamo.

“The longhorn is a Texas icon we 
couldn’t pass up,” Doug said. “You 
wouldn’t build a house that looks like the 
Alamo if you didn’t like history.”

Anywhere from 30 to 35 longhorns 
can be found roaming freely and grazing 
the Dears’ north Buda property.

Longhorn meat is leaner than beef 
from other kinds of cattle and even 
poultry, according to data from the 
Texas Longhorn Breeders Association 
of America. Because they are grass-fed, 
the Dears’ longhorns are also high in 
omega-3 fatty acids. Oily fish, such as 
tuna and salmon, are high in omega-3 
fatty acids and are recommended to be 
eaten at least twice weekly by the Ameri-
can Heart Association.

The long-horned cattle first brought 
over to the Americas from Europe by 
the early colonists eventually became 
iconic in Texas because they helped 
preserve the Texas economy during the 
Civil War, Dear said. But an outbreak 
of cattle tick fever that began in the late 
19th century saw the population of Texas 
longhorn cattle dwindle to near-extinc-
tion, according to the Texas Longhorn 

Dear Run  
Land and  
Cattle Co.
Buda couple steers 
into beef business

By JJ Velasquez

BUSINESS

Marketing Alliance’s website.
Concern over the breed’s sharp decline 

reached the U.S. federal government 
in 1927, when lawmakers designated a 
fund to begin a federal herd of purebred 
Texas longhorn cattle. Purebred Texas 
longhorns today descend from one of 
seven blood lines that existed at the time, 
according to the marketing alliance.

People now breed the cattle in all 50 
states, according to the website.

The Dears first began raising long-
horns in 2007, they said. The herd grew 
bigger and bigger as they bought more 
cattle and their existing cattle repro-
duced.

“It’s taken a while, and it’s a lot of 
work,” said Dear, a landscape architect 
by trade who works as an arborist for 
the city of Austin. Cynthia handles the 
majority of the business operations. 

The Dears run their cattle ranch like a 

“boutique,” they joked. The smallness of 
their operation allows them to focus on 
quality—from taking care of their ani-
mals to packaging and labeling the meat, 
the Dears said.

Like many other small businesses, 
the Internet has provided the couple 
with a wider reach. An Alaskan woman 
encountered Dear Run’s website while 
in the process of moving to Pflugerville 
and later purchased the company’s meat 
products. 

One customer from the Netherlands 
called Dear Run’s meat “the best I have 
ever tasted” in a testimonial on the com-
pany’s website. 

The Dears said they are happy serving 
their niche market. Some of their clients 
include In.gredients in Austin and Cross 
Plants and Produce in Kyle.

“We’re local, have good local clientele, 
and [the business] works,” Dear said.

Top 6 steak mistakes
1. Wet steak

if a steak is not dry before you  
apply salt and pepper, it will 
not sear—it will steam. Blot 
it with a paper towel to 
soak up excess moisture.

2. Wrong pan size

When steaks are too crowded, excess 
moisture will cause them to steam 
instead of brown. allow at least 1 inch  
of space around them in a skillet.

3. Wrong direct-heat  
temperature

if the grill or skillet is not 
hot enough, the meat 
will start to roast, but it will not sear 
properly. When you see steam rising off 
the skillet, you are ready to grease it with 
some fat and begin frying.

4. failure to allow adequate 
indirect cooking time

a steak should be exposed to 
high direct heat for no more 
than 2 minutes on each side. 
after that, in order to guarantee 
its juiciness, it should be removed 
from the flame and allowed to finish in 
an oven.

5. Wrong “doneness” temperature

When you use reliably sourced 
grass-fed beef, you don’t run 
the same risks of consuming 
foodborne pathogens. You can 
cook the steak to an internal 
temperature of 120 degrees for 
medium-rare and 140 degrees  
for well-done.

6. Marinating the wrong meat

if you are planning to marinate 
your beef, select lower-priced 
cuts such as sirloin tip or London 
broil. the delicate flavor of tender 
cuts such as rib-eye or t-bone 
steaks are upstaged by most 
marinades.

Source: “From Long Way on a Little: an Earth Lovers’ 
Companion for Enjoying meat, Pinching Pennies and 
Living deliciously” by Shannon Hays
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W hat sprang from eating left-
overs with his daughter one 
day became one of San Marcos 

taco shop owner Rene Palomarez’s most 
lucrative creations.

Palomarez, who opened Deli-Cioso 
in February 2012, said his Mac Dad taco 
resulted from he and his daughter tak-
ing green chile macaroni and cheese and 
standing it on its head.

The longtime veteran of the food service 
industry doesn’t claim to be the first to 
deep-fry mac and cheese, but his smother-
ing of the taco with queso, coating in salsa 
verde and completion with avocado and 
bacon is what makes it one of his “cash 
cows,” he said.

“A lot of them are like that,” Palomarez 
said. “My kids and I are really into food, 
and that’s kind of what we do when we are 
not [at the restaurant].”

The restaurateur adapted an Indian curry 
into a popular specialty taco, which he put 
back on the menu in late March. Still in the 
works is a lettuce wrap taco Palomarez has 
dubbed Taco Chino, or Chinese taco.

Rounding out the top selling tacos are 
the fish taco, fried avocado taco and barba-
coa taco, he said.

The barbacoa, carnitas, adobada and 
guisada tacos are among the fare custom-
ers should choose if they really want to 
test the restaurant’s authenticity mettle, 
Palomarez said.

Altogether, the restaurant’s formal menu 
features about 30 different tacos, including 
ones served for breakfast. Deli-Cioso also 
offers soups, tortas, quesadillas, salads and 
breakfast burritos. 

The restaurant makes everything from 
scratch except its tortillas and bread. 

The taco shop offers a variety of aguas 
frescas made in-store daily. Past flavors 
have included horchata and strawberry 
lemonade. 

Deli-Cioso
San Marcos taco shop gives Mexican  
street fare global edge

Deli-Cioso

n
. LB

J d
r.

W. Sessom dr.

700 n. LBJ drive, Ste. 102-C, San marcos
512-392-4423
www.deli-cioso.net
twitter: @deliciososm
Hours: mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.–4:30 p.m.,  
Sat. 9 a.m.–3 p.m.

Deli-Cioso owner Rene Palomarez sells more than 20 varieties of tacos. He said he is planning on reprising 
an Indian-inspired Vindaloo curry taco, and may roll out a Chinese-style lettuce wrap this summer.

Every day the taco shop brews two different varieties of aguas frescas (left, background). Four different 
sauces (right) are made from scratch at the restaurant, in addition to a ghost chili-based hot sauce.

Palomarez’s restaurant is located near the Texas 
State University campus. The chef uses creative li-
cense with many of the taco offerings on his menu. 

The Mac Dad taco is one of Palomarez’s “cash 
cows.” The fried macaroni and cheese taco also 
includes bacon, avocado and queso.
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By JJ Velasquez

Palomarez had been part of restaurant 
launches before, having worked in the food 
industry since he was a teenager. But Deli-
Cioso is the first he has owned.

When Palomarez was deciding on a real 
estate property, he had several different 
concepts. One of the benefits of dropping 
out of college was that he was able to carve 
out business plans when he went back to 
school later in his life, he said.

Having had training in all types of culi-
nary disciplines, Palomarez said he could 
have opened a restaurant specializing in 
burgers, barbecue or Cajun food.

“You name it. Whatever it is with food, I 
can do,” he said.

Located on the perimeter of the Texas 
State University campus, the restau-
rant serves a clientele of mostly college 
students, Palomarez said. Because of that, 
many of his customers are in the door 
and out in minutes, especially during the 
school year.

Palomarez is thinking about installing a 
walk-up window for take-out orders.

But while college students may not have 
time to dine in, many of them are open to 
fresh ideas, he said.

“Another good thing about college kids is 
that most of them are pretty open-minded, 
creative, experimental,” he said. “A lot of 
them are willing to try crazy stuff.”

DINING

Let’s talk tacos

4 homemade 
salsas2 homemade  

aguas frescas  
served daily

20+
taco varieties

4 employees
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SPEEDYCASH.COM

Cash. Speedy fast!
3 Easy Ways to Apply

Online By Phone In-Store

706 E Hopkins
San Marcos, TX
512-392-3228

1204 A Hwy. 123
San Marcos, TX
512-392-8941
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For more than 30 years, B.L. “Chubby” 
May had dressed up as Santa Claus for 
various civic events.

“He would arrive in a police car or fire 
truck. He went by helicopter. One time he 
even drove a team of mules,” his son Bill 
May said. “Fortunately he knew how to do 
that from growing up in the country.”

Playing Santa was one of the ways the 
Austinite gave back to the community 
during his favorite time of year.

After May died in 2001, Bill and some 
friends were thinking about ways to 
honor his memory. 

Someone had casually referred to 
Chubby as a saint, and the name stuck, 
Bill recalled. They thought of hosting a 
golf tournament and using the funds to 
help families in need at Christmastime. 

They formed a nonprofit and quickly 
started planning their first event. For a 
logo they picked a Santa Claus with a halo 
and a golf club. 

This year the Southwest Austin–based 
charity will host its 14th annual St. 
Chubby Golf Classic on April 26 at Plum 
Creek Golf Course in Kyle. 

The event is in scramble format. Four 

players on a team hit a ball, and the team 
advances along the course based on the 
best shot of the four.

The charity awards prizes to the top 
three men’s and women’s teams, the lon-
gest drives and closest ball to the pin.

St. Chubby has an agreement with US 
Hole in One; a golfer who hits a hole in 
one during gameplay wins $10,000. 

A dinner, raffle and auctions are 
planned after the golf tournament. 

Bill said the charity makes its proceeds 
from the various advertisements and 
sponsorships the event provides. 

St. Chubby uses the proceeds to help 
families. The nonprofit researches each 
potential family’s needs to see how it can 
help, Bill said. It typically donates toys 
and clothes. 

In 2013, the charity donated to the 
Central Texas Children’s Home, the 
Settlement Home for Girls, Austin 
Achieve School and the Austin Police 
Department’s Amigos En Azul/Shop with 
a Cop program. It responded to families 
after the 2013 Halloween floods, which 
had done significant damage in the Onion 
Creek area.

St. Chubby Golf Classic Inc.
Kyle tournament helps charity support families

NONPROfIT

St. Chubby Golf Classic Inc.

Tournament details

www.stchubby.com

By Joe Olivieri

A golfer tees off during the 2013 golf tournament. The event welcomes golfers of all skill levels. 

Dressed as Santa Claus, B. L. “Chubby” May asks a 
girl what she wants for Christmas. His son, Bill May, 
said the photo was taken in the early 1990s. 
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14th annual St. Chubby Golf Classic 
april 26 
7 a.m. (registration) 
$110 (registration fee per person) 
Plum Creek Golf Course, 750 Kohlers 
Crossing, Kyle
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O n April 26 and 27, the top ath-
letes in their field will gather at 
Buda City Park to compete for 

recognition at one of the top sporting 
events of its kind in the world. The win-
ner of the two-day competition will be 
celebrated with cheers, a $500 cash prize 
and perhaps a long belly rub. 

It is wiener dog season in Buda once 
again.  

Former Buda Lions Club member 
Diane Krejci, a wiener dog fanatic, 
remembers when her daughter first saw 
a race in Savannah. 

“She called me after the races and she 
said ‘Mom this is the cutest thing you’ve 
ever seen,’” Krejci said. 

After listening to her daughter’s story, 
Krejci saw the opportunity to bring 
something similar to Buda. 

Charles Handrick, a current Lions 
Club member who was at the first race 
in 1998, said many members of the club 
were skeptical after Krejci’s pitch. 

“She came to the club and said, ‘Guys, 
I’ve got a deal for you.’ If you can imag-
ine a room fairly full of men and there’s 
this lady telling us that we’re going to do 
wiener dog races … needless to say, we 
gave her the business.”

Handrick said Krejci’s background as 
a teacher worked in her favor while the 
club grilled her on the specifics of her 
idea. 

“She knew how to slug through it,” he 
said. “By the end of the evening, we told 
her, ‘OK, if you want to do this, you do 
the legwork. We’ll back you up.’” 

For Krejci, who taught at Tom Green 
Elementary School in Buda in the late 
1990s, the opportunity to team with 

Wiener dogs compete at last year’s races. This year’s event takes place April 26–27 at Buda City Park. 

Since the first race in 1998, other attractions have 
been added to the event. Past attractions include 
appearances by the Oscar Mayer Wienermobile 
and dog costume contests. 
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the Lions Club on the event was a 
no-brainer, she said. Krejci said many 
of her economically disadvantaged stu-
dents were able to get glasses, summer 
camp admissions and college scholar-
ships paid for by the club. 

The races have helped extend the 
group’s mission, she said.  

“It’s turned out that they’ve been able 
to really do a lot of things they were 
never able to do before that they wanted 
to do [because of the races],” Krejci said. 

Handrick describes the group’s 
mission as “figuring out how to make 
money so we can give it away.” Recently, 
the group has been working to insulate 
and wire a new home for a blind couple 
in Buda.

The first race attracted about 36 dogs, 
Krejci said, and each year the event 
gained popularity.   

Handrick said the race’s big break 
came in its seventh year, when CBS 

correspondent Bill Geist took a trip to 
Buda to watch the races. The feature 
aired on “CBS Sunday Morning” and 15 
minutes after its airing the Lions Club 
president’s phone began ringing off the 
hook with people curious about the 
wiener dog races, Handrick said. 

In the following year, the races 
attracted 600 dogs—about 500 more 
than the previous year. 

“That kind of really caught us with 
our britches down, you might say, 
because we weren’t prepared for that 
kind of crowd to come in,” Handrick 
said. 

Since its debut on national televi-
sion, the races have undergone changes 
to accommodate all the spectators and 
ensure the event’s viability. Bleach-
ers have been added for guests, and 
nonprofits provide food and drinks for 
spectators. Other events, such as dog 
costume contests and bake-offs, have 

Buda Wiener  
Dog Races
Annual event breeds 
charitable action
By Brett Thorne

hISTORy       Buda

1998
First Wiener dog Races  
are held in Buda.  
thirty-six dogs compete.

2004
Lord of the Wiens 
“dachumentary” 
debuts at SXSW

April 25, 2004
“CBS Sunday morning” airs Buda Wiener 
dog Races feature on national television

April 23–24, 2005
Wiener dog registration at the 
event increases sixfold from 
the previous year.

April 26–27, 2014
17th annual Buda 
Wiener dog Races will 
be held at City Park, 
and 400-500 dogs are 
expected to compete.

1990 2000 2010

April 27–28, 2013 
Last year's races are held. an estimated 
25,000 spectators attend the event.

April 28–29, 2007
the 10th annual Buda Wiener 
dog Race is held. more than 
20,000 spectators attend. 

Health Insurance
Case Study #1
14 Employee Accounting Firm current rates $11,232 / mo.
Current agent says: Stay where you are, you have the best of the best available, can’t get any better, 
to reduce your cost let’s just raise your deductible.
Austin Brokerage Company says: Always check for better rates and benefits.
Results: Savings of $24,000 a year with lower office visit copays and lower deductibles. 

Case Study #2
Husband and wife own a business
Agents say You need an employee or no group.
Austin Brokerage Company says: We can help get you a group.

Blue Cross Blue Shield, Humana, Scott and White Health Plan, United 
Healthcare, Cigna, we represent all the top companies.  Let us compare 
your benefit package. Service is our top priority. We help with claims, 
billing and other service issues.

Call for a no-obligation quote tailored to 
meet your needs or email quote request to: 
info@austinbrokerage.com

We also offer individual health plans.

An Independent Insurance Agency
Vickie & Pitt Garrett

512.835.9439

been added to provide entertainment 
between races. 

“It’s such a successful event because 
every step of the way we’ve had support 
and people that believe in it,” Krejci 
said. “I don’t know if it was lucky or if it 
was just meant to be.”

The 17th annual Buda Wiener Dog 
Races will take place at Buda City Park 
April 26–27. The event costs $3 and is 
free for children under the age of 12.
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D’Ette & Co. Dancers
Make somenew friendsin dance!

SUMMER DANCE
CAMPS AND CLASSES

 Register Now!
 • Summer Camps for ages 3 to10
 • Dance Classes for ages 3 and up

Call 512-561-0605 for more information
3310B FM 967 • Ste. A105 • Buda, TX in the Buda Sports Center

www.dettedancers.com Mention you saw this ad in 
Community Impact to receive discount.

craft brewing industry is just catching up to 
the rest of the nation. 

“It’s just Texas’ time. In California, this hap-
pened 15 or 20 years ago,” Middleton said. 
“In other states, like Colorado, maybe eight 
years ago. It’s a snowball and it starts going 
fast once it’s rolling, and it’s rolling now.”

The economics of craft brew
Experimentation with the brewing pro-

cess, a necessity for a brewery wanting to 
capture new customers, speaks to another 
truth about the industry, TCBG President 
Charles Vallhonrat said.

The relatively small volume of beer pro-
duced by craft brewers means automation is 
less of an option than it is for what Vallhon-
rat called the “mega” breweries in the state. 

“They push some buttons, and beer is 
made,” Vallhonrat said. “If you go to a craft 
brewery, you’ll see a bunch of guys running 
around and working in cramped, hot con-
ditions—moving hoses, cleaning out vessels 
and doing all this laborious work by hand.”

The result of that manual labor is a boon 
to the state’s economy, he said.

According to a 2012 TCBG-commis-
sioned study examining the economic 
impact of Texas’ craft breweries, craft beer 
accounted for 0.7 percent of all beer con-
sumed in the state but supplied 51.2 percent 
of the beer manufacturing sector’s jobs.

The study also projected the economic 
impact of Texas’ craft beer industry could 
grow to $5.6 billion over the next eight years 
if legislation is passed that brings it more 
in line with Texas’ wine industry and other 
states’ craft beer industries.

Legislation
Carolyn Beck, director of communications 

and governmental relations for the Texas 
Alcoholic Beverage Commission, said Texas’ 
wine laws were loosened in the early 90s, 
during a push to grow the state’s agriculture 
industry. 

Wineries have been granted rights that 
allow it to act more like a retailer than a man-
ufacturer, she said. 

“It seems to me [the wine and craft brew 

Brewery
Continued from | 1

indstries] are sort of on the same growth 
track, but the craft brew industry is just a 
little bit behind,” Beck said. 

Before 2013 laws that restricted where 
craft beer could be sold meant that large-
scale craft breweries—such as Real Ale 
Brewing Co. in Blanco and St. Arnold Brew-
ing Co. in Houston—could not sell their 
beer for on-premises consumption. Selling 
beer by the pint can be a huge cash generator 
for breweries compared with selling in kegs, 
Newton said. To skirt that law, many brew-
ers began offering tours that would typically 
cost about $10 and include three to four 
complimentary beers. 

Vallhonrat called the move “innovative.”
In 2013 the Texas Legislature passed 

multiple bills affecting Texas craft brew-
ers. Among those laws was a measure that 
allowed breweries to sell their beer for on-
premises consumption.

The Legislature also adjusted the laws 
regulating brewpubs to allow for increased 
production volume and distribution to retail 
channels. The effect is that breweries with a 
relatively small market share such as Mid-
dleton or Bomber can now sell their beer 
through retail channels such as H-E-B.

For the many victories brewers collected 
in the 2013 legislative session, Vallhonrat 
said there is still more to be done.

“I can go to a winery or I can go to a dis-
tillery and I can buy their beverage to take 
home,” he said. “Sadly we still cannot do that 

for beer [sold at breweries].”
Newton described the 2013 ses-

sion as “two steps forward, one step 
back,” but the volatile landscape of 
brewing craft beer in Texas is too 
attractive for him to pass up, he said. 

“This has the ability to turn into 
my own business, and I’m my own 
boss,” he said. “I get to do something 
I love. Not just something I’m good 
at. Not just something I got a degree 
at—something I love.” 

in 2012, the craft beer industry 
contributed $2.3 billion to texas' 
economy, the second-highest  
total in the united States. 

the study also found that small 
and independent craft brewers 
contributed $33.9 billion to the  
u.S. economy in 2012. 

in 2012, texas' craft  
beer industry supported 

20,171 jobs with  
an average annual  
wage of $34,860. 
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Brewpubs Breweries Wineries

Between 2007 and 
2011, the number of 

licensed brewers 
in texas more than 

doubled from 35 to 78. 

according to a study 
by the texas Craft 

Brewers Guild,  
if texas’ craft brew 
industry were under 
laws similar to the 

state's wine industry, 
the industry would  

add 52,000 jobs and 
grow to $5.6 billion 
annually by 2020. 

TWISTED X 
BREWING CO.

DRIPPING 
SPRINGS

12

150 SPICEWOOD RD.
BREWSTER’S 
PIzzA

12

32

MIDDLETON BREWERy*

OAKWOOD LOOP

ALLISON LN.

SAN MARCOS

AqUABREW*

ROOT 
CELLAR 
CAfE HOPKINS ST.

GUADALUPE ST.

LBJ DR.

CM ALLEN PKWY.

SAN  
MARCOS

KyLE

150

OLD STAGECOACH RD.

BOMBER 
BREWERy*

SAN  
MARCOS

DARKSIDE
fERMENTATION*

225

222

BrewerIeS & BrewpuBS In HayS CounTy

Beyond the pint: Texas’ craft breweries 

23

What do you think of the growth of the craft beer industry 
in Hays County?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/sbk-poll
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Yes, but with 
limitations. If a 
brewpub sells 
wine or liquor or 
other companies’ 
beers, it cannot 
self-distribute. If a 
brewpub only sells 
the beer it produces, 
it can self-distribute 
up to 1,000 barrels 
annually. 

Yes, but with 
limitations. Under 
new legislation, 
any brewery that 
produces fewer 
than 125,000 
barrels annually can 
self-distribute up 
to 45,000 of those 
barrels. 

Yes. Brewpubs, 
which are licensed 
to produce up to 
10,000 barrels of 
beer annually, are 
allowed to sell their 
beer for on-premises 
consumption. 
Middleton Brewery, 
Bomber Brewery 
and Aquabrew are 
each planning to 
be licensed as a 
brewpub. 

Yes. As of the 2013 
legislative session, 
breweries can now 
sell for on-premises 
consumption. 
Previously 
breweries were not 
allowed to sell their 
beer on premises. 
Many brewers got 
around this law 
by selling tours or 
pint glasses and 
providing free beer. 

Yes. There are  
no regulations  
regarding the 
amount that can  
be sold for 
on-premises 
consumption. 

*Denotes location not yet open. Sources: Texas Craft Brewers Guild, Brewers Association, Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission

Yes. Wineries are 
allowed to sell up  
to 35,000 gallons 
of wine per year 
for off-premises 
consumption 
including what they 
ship to customers. 

Yes. There are  
no regulations  
regarding the 
amount that  
can be sold. 

Yes. Wineries of  
any size can self-
distribute any 
amount of wine. 

Yes. Brewpubs can 
sell other beer. If 
they do sell other 
companies’ beer 
they are not allowed 
to self-distribute. 

No. Breweries are 
not allowed to sell 
other companies’ 
products. 

Yes. Brewpubs are 
allowed to sell beer 
brewed on-site 
for off-premises 
consumption.

No. Customers are 
not allowed to 
purchase beer  
at a brewery for  
off-premises  
consumption. 

MIDDLETON BREWERy 
 (CurrenT loCaTIon)
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1,000,000
More than 

Eyes of Texas are upon us

WITH A TOTAL MONTHLY DISTRIBUTION 

NOW MORE THAN ONE MILLION,  

MORE PEOPLE IN TEXAS RECEIVE  

COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER THAN 

ANY OTHER NEWSPAPER IN THE STATE.
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Bond
Continued from | 1

Drive to Burleson Street, and the other four 
roads will be widened and repaved.

Safety and mobility for cars, bikes and 
pedestrians are the two primary reasons 
cited for the construction projects. As part 
of the reconstruction, street lighting and 
sidewalks will be improved on the thorough-
fares. Also in the plans are the addition of 
bike and car lanes. 

The extension of Marketplace south to 
Burleson Street will serve to create a connec-
tion from North Kyle to downtown. Lehman 
Road’s reconstruction will entail converting 
a low-water crossing into a bridge to elimi-
nate flooding concerns.

Timeframes for completing the engi-
neering of the roads vary from nine 
months to 18 months, City Engineer Leon 
Barba said. City officials hope construc-
tion can begin in 2015.

Federal funding
With little wiggle room financially and a 

tax base already paying the highest prop-
erty tax rate in Hays County, the question 
of whether federal funding might ease the 
effect of five bond-financed road improve-
ment projects still hangs in the air.

Former City Engineer Steven Widacki 
recommended the projects based on their 
probability of being supported with federal 
dollars, Mayor Lucy Johnson said during 
a workshop Jan. 28. But a Federal High-
way Administration official told Maureen 
McCoy, former Capital Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization executive director, 
none of the projects could receive funding 
because of their classification as collector, 
not arterial roads.

“[I am] completely shocked that we had 
a city engineer who was recommending to 
council we submit specifically Marketplace 
[Avenue] and Burleson [Street] to CAMPO 
… telling us multiple times that those had 
the best chances throughout this past fall of 
[receiving] funding [from] CAMPO,” John-
son said, later asking staff how the break-
down in communication occurred.

The mayor told Community Impact News-
paper on March 26 that the city has since 

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Road bonds, city of Kyle

learned that it may have been misinformed 
as to the ineligibility of the roads for federal 
money. No timeline has been given as to 
when the city may get an answer.

Councilman David Wilson said he felt an 
obligation to Kyle taxpayers to submit a com-
prehensive list of transportation improve-
ment projects to CAMPO. 

“We have a responsibility to the taxpayers, 
in my view, to do everything that we can do 
to get enhanced funding rather than going to 
them for bonds,” Wilson said. “I just feel the 
need to submit the full quantity to show that 
we are serious ... about improving transpor-
tation in our community.”

If the city receives the funding, the federal 
dollars could help reduce construction costs, 
Barba said.

“The bonds that were approved are suf-
ficient to build the roads,” City spokesman 
Jerry Hendrix said. “Anything we can get 
to supplement that would go toward the 
reduction of that debt, eventually, I assume. 

That would be a call made by the council.”
Any changes to the tax rate would be part 

of the city’s budgeting process. Whether the 
bond has a significant impact on taxpayers 
will depend, in part, on the receipt of sup-
plemental funds as well as sales tax revenue 
and the health of property values in the city.

“The number that we put out there was 
the worst-case scenario,” Hendrix said. 
“As our tax base continues to grow and 
we continue to fine-tune our government 
operation, that [tax rate increase] could 
potentially be less.”

Effect
Diana Blank-Torres, executive director of 

the Kyle Economic Development Depart-
ment, said when she moved to Kyle in 2005, 
the anticipation of growth in the city was 
coupled with the expectation that the popu-
lation boom would take a toll on city roads.

Now when she holds retention meetings 
with local businesses, Kyle’s pothole-pocked 

streets represent the No. 1 complaint Blank-
Torres hears, she said. For prospective busi-
nesses, having to traverse holes on the road 
while driving to a property does not bode 
well for the city’s attractiveness, she said.

“Having those roads rebuilt … will make 
the land around it much more attractive for 
development,” she said.

When construction is finished, Johnson 
said Kyle residents will feel relief.

“Roads like Bunton and Goforth were get-
ting extremely hard to drive for certain types 
of cars,” she said. “We’re continuing to see an 
increase in population, so that’ll mean more 
cars driving these roads. Having the roads 
done will mean a safer commute to work, 
safer roads for our kids coming to and from 
school.”

the mobility committee charged with creating the bond recommendation approved 
by Kyle voters in may 2013 devised the following sequence for construction on the roads.Kyle’s road bond projects

Source: City of Kyle
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$500,000
ENGINEERING COST

Kyle 35

150

AWARD WINNING ARTISTS
PROFESSIONAL BODY PIERCING

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

512.392.0938
237 N. LBJ DR.

ONE BLOCK FROM THE SQUARE
WWW.CLASSICTATTOOTX.COM
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Travis County commissioners and 
CTRMA approved similar agreements March 
18 and 26, respectively.

Travis County Commissioner Gerald 
Daugherty said construction would cost  
$70 million–$100 million to make the road as 
environmentally friendly as possible.

Background
SH 45 SW is a proposed four-lane,  

3.6-mile tollway connecting MoPac to  
FM 1626 in Hays County. 

It was first discussed in the 1980s as part of 
a loop concept encircling Austin. 

In 1997 Travis County voters approved 
funds to buy rights of way with the expecta-
tion that the road would be built.

The project has been stalled for environ-
mental, funding and political reasons.  

Supporters emphasize the 1997 vote and say 
SH 45 SW would reduce congestion on Brodie 
Lane. They cite a 2011 green design challenge 
sponsored by the Mobility Authority as proof 
that the road could be built without damaging 
the landscape.

Environmentalists claim SH 45 SW 
would damage the Edwards Aquifer, Bar-
ton Springs and the Balcones Canyonland 
Preserve. They also say voters did not vote 
for a tollway in 1997 and that funding for 
the road would be better spent elsewhere. 

SH 45
Continued from | 1

Public comment
David Foster, state director of Clean Water 

Action, urged the court not to approve a 
funding agreement before the environmental 
study was completed. 

“It seems like we are playing dice with the 
Edwards Aquifer. We are playing dice with 
Barton Springs,” he said. “We are not going to 
make a new aquifer. If we lose Barton Springs, 
it’s gone forever.”

Roy Waley, vice chairman of the Lone Star 
Chapter of the Sierra Club, said the county’s 
$15 million would be a large help if instead 
applied to Lone Star Rail.

Bill Bunch, executive director of the Save 
Our Springs Alliance, questioned whether the 

deal violated the county’s debt policy. 
County Budget Director Jessica Rio said 

the policy is more of a guideline and that it 
addresses long-term debt.  

“Voters 17 years ago approved $3 million 
[for rights of way],” Bunch said. “They did 
not approve $15 million [for construction]. 
There is no voter approval here. They cer-
tainly never approved $15 million of tax-
payer funds to bankroll a toll road.”

Beth Ann Ray, the vice president of regional 
infrastructure at the Greater Austin Chamber 
of Commerce, said the chamber supports SH 
45 SW because it is “a tool in the toolbox we 
need” to support a regional economy and 
workforce.

Former Travis County Judge Bill Aleshire 
said his neighborhood of Shady Hollow has 
been “devastated” by the failure to build SH 
45 SW.

“No matter who sits on this court in the 
future, the issue of ... just the existing traf-
fic making its way to and from Hays County 
from FM 1626 to MoPac will still have to be 
dealt with,” he said. “The ostrich position has 
not worked. It will not work now and will 
not work a year from now. I caution against 
another delay.”

MoPac
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Hays County

travis County

1826

Buda

Proposed Sh 45 SW 

SH 45 SW would 
connect Fm 
1626 to moPac, 
providing drivers 
with a faster 
way to get from 
Hays County to 
austin. Planners 
are considering a 
four-lane tollway 
for the project. 

austin

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

Bill Bunch (left, foreground), executive director of the Save Our Springs Alliance, weighs in on SH 45 SW while Travis County Precinct 3 Commissioner Gerald 
Daugherty listens March 18. At right, traffic crawls along Brodie Lane.

Where is the money coming from?

$70m–$100m

$15
million

Travis County

$32
million
Capital Area Metropolitan 

Planning Organization grant

$5
million

Hays County+
$48
million

Mobility Authority
via the State Infrastructure Bank

Source: travis County

The next steps

the texas department of 
transportation is working on a 
new environmental study. an 
Environmental impact Statement 
is expected to be completed by 
early 2015, according to travis 
County.

if the EiS recommends a 
no-build situation, SH 45 SW will 
not be built. if the EiS supports 
construction, SH 45 SW will be 
built to mitigate any environmental 
issues.

travis County cannot make 
substantial progress on project 
design until the study is complete.

Source: travis County
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100 %  FREEimpactnews.com
Your source for local community news 

and information. And, as always, it’s...

Free in print. Free online. No subscription. No paywall.
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Market Data
On the market  (March 2014) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Price Range Buda Kyle San Marcos Buda Kyle San Marcos

Less than $100,000 0 0 6 0 0 123

$100,000–$149,999 1 4 20 31 20 60

$150,000–$199,999 22 44 23 51 37 55

$200,000–$299,999 70 28 27 62 62 154

$300,000–$399,999 19 2 8 83 226 63

$400,000–$499,999 8 1 3 30 14 431

$500,000–$749,999 7 0 7 86 0 91

$750,000–$999,999 2 0 4 169 0 173

$1 million + 3 1 1 156 19 159

Number of homes sold Median price

Month Buda Kyle San Marcos Buda Kyle San Marcos

March 2014 46 64 30  $209,400  $157,000  $180,000 

March 2013 45 65 35  $179,500  $145,000  $146,000 

February 2014 40 52 15  $197,950  $152,500  $157,817 

January 2014 32 40 25  $184,950  $161,995  $149,900 

December 2013 29 51 11  $180,954  $150,000  $160,000 

November 2013 28 50 14  $199,000  $148,900  $172,450 

October 2013 40 53 11  $208,000  $159,000  $152,000 

September 2013 56 70 22  $186,820  $153,000  $168,000 

August 2013 58 88 28  $189,000  $149,950  $170,000 

W. Center St.
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featured Neighborhood
Post Oak, Kyle 

Build-out year: Not built out

Builders: D.R. Horton

square footage: 1,169–2,089

Home values: $149,900–$194,649

Hoa dues (estimated): $285 annually

amenities: Community pool and playground, two 
basketball courts

nearby attractions: Aquarena Springs, Southpark 
Meadows,  H-E-B Plus 

Property taxes (in dollars):

City of Kyle 0.5483
Hays County ESD No. 5 0.1000
Hays County 0.4252
Special Road District 0.0438
Hays CISD 1.4613
Plum Creek Conservation District 0.0220
Plum Creek Groundwater District 0.0220
Austin Community College District 0.0949
total (per $100 value) 2.7175

REAL ESTATE

Homes on the market (As of April 8, 2014)

featured homesOverview

annual home sales (April 1, 2013–March 31, 2014)

No. of homes for sale 9

No. of homes under contract 13

Average days on the market 18

No. of homes sold 69

Square footage (low/high) 1,002 / 2,322

Selling price (low/high) $102,500 / $179,769
4 Bedroom / 3 Bath 1,710 sq. ft. $149,900
Agent: Kathy Blanchard   830-237-4433

340 Leonardo

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,977 sq. ft. $179,500
Agent: James Chapa  512-567-4723

192 voyager Cove

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,667 sq. ft. $174,900
Agent: Steven Hernandez   512-785-3230

220 Challenger

4 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,755 sq. ft. $167,000
Agent: Susan Sides  512-787-8523

172 Unity

100 %  FREEimpactnews.com
Your source for local community news 

and information. And, as always, it’s...

Free in print. Free online. No subscription. No paywall.
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Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency

78610 Bradfield Village 107 Crescent 3br/2ba $189,000 1,801 Oscar Saenz Austin Vestors

78610 Cross Meadow 241 Cross Meadows Court 3br/2ba $119,000 1,766 Kimberly Whitlock Keller Williams Realty–RR

78610 Cullen Country 226 Salle Ave. 3br/2ba $265,265 2,150 Earl Price Team Price Real Estate

78610 Davenport 38 Claudia Drive 3br/2ba $98,900 1,312 Denise DeJardo ZipRealty

78610 Elliott Ranch 859 Little Bear Road 4br/3ba $594,500 4,480 Craig Sanderson Keller Williams Realty

78610 Elliott Ranch 1064 Elliott Ranch Road 4br/3ba $585,000 4,136 Craig Sanderson Keller Williams Realty

78610 Elm Grove 425 Oyster Creek 3br/2ba $245,000 2,680 David Raesz Keller Williams Realty

78610 Hays Country Oaks 1147 Live Oak Loop 4br/2ba $415,000 2,800 Debora Flores Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

78610 Hillside Terrace 105 Regina Drive 3br/2ba $97,000 1,120 Josefina Lopez Keller Williams Realty

78610 Meadows at Buda 587 Hot Springs Valley 3br/2ba $233,194 1,930 April Maki Sisu Realty & Associates

78610 Ruby Ranch 1740 Ruby Ranch Road 3br/2ba $455,000 3,000 Christine Pura Keller Williams Realty

78610 Shadow Creek 890 Dark Horse Lane 3br/2ba $159,500 1,658 Aubrey Von Behren Capital City Sotheby’s Itl. Realty

78610 Stonefield 339 Sandstone Trail 4br/3ba $235,000 2,589 Laurel Prats Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78610 Sunfield 130 Maxmillion Lane 4br/2ba $307,369 2,959 Pamela Buske RE/MAX Capital City II

78610 The Meadows at Buda 148 Blossom Valley Stream 3br/2ba $230,000 2,709 Craig Sanderson Keller Williams Realty

78640 Bradford Meadows 113 Jerry Lees Trail 2br/2ba $151,500 1,422 Debora Flores Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

78640 Hometown Kyle 143 Steeple Brush Cove 5br/3ba $269,900 3,030 Maura Bischoff Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78640 Indian Hills Ranch 110 Indian Hill Point 3br/2ba $1,895,000 5,218 Mary Ann Kuhlmann Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78640 Kai Vista Estate 925 Peggys Cove 3br/2ba $163,999 1,387 Adrianne McEwen Keller Williams Realty

78640 Post Oak 192 Voyager Cove 3br/2ba $179,500 1,977 James Chapa ZipRealty

78640 Prairie on the Creek 160 Meadowlark Lane 3br/2ba $179,000 2,178 Marley Bautista Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

78640 Silverado at Plum Creek 104 Colt Loop 3br/2ba $179,900 2,624 Ann Watters ZipRealty

78640 Southlake Ranch 141 Onyx Lake Drive 3br/2ba $167,499 1,835 Robert Baylor UP Realty

78640 Spring Branch 108 Briarwood Court 3br/2ba $149,900 1,790 Chris Humphrey Keller Williams Realty

78640 Waterleaf 361 Apricot Drive 4br/2ba $162,900 1,991 Natalie Freeman Keller Williams Realty

78640 Waterleaf 420 Rummel Drive 3br/2ba $170,000 2,503 Monica Martinez Keller Williams Realty

78666 Blanco River Village 124 Rush Haven 2br/2ba $126,900 1,200 Carroll Wiley Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates 

78666 Blanco Vista 406 Easton 3br/2ba $269,900 2,066 Dennis Ciani Dennis Ciani 

78666 Bumblebee Acres 219 Wheatfield 3br/2ba $125,000 1,032 Stephen Jones Legacy Real Estate Sales & Mgt. 

78666 Cedar Plateau 1406 Brown St. 4br/2ba $164,900 3,024 Chris Secrest Pinnacle Properties – BMS 

78666 Eaglepoint 810 Grandview Drive 5br/3ba $121,900 2,433 Angie Johnson Hill Country Star Realty 

78666 El Camino Real 102 Casita Cove 3br/2ba $154,500 1,373 Jeff Clark Prudential Don Johnson – Canyon Lake

78666 Greendale 600 Barbara Drive 3br/1ba $97,000 970 Jackie Horton Curve Realty LLC 

78666 Hills of Hays 1165 Overlook Way 3br/2ba $110,000 1,390 Zachary Adkisson Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates Wimberley 

78666 Laurel Estates 2702 Philo St. 3br/2ba $155,000 1,396 Robbie Wiley Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates 

78666 Majestic Estates 2102 Stonehaven 4br/2ba $250,000 1,962 Amy O’Neil John McCrocklin & Associates 

78666 Oak Meadows 137 Oak Meadows 3br/2ba $109,000 1,512 Rodney Decoux Coldwell Banker D'Ann Harper, Realtors 

78666 Park Place 500 Park Place 3br/2ba $149,900 1,175 Denver Dunlap Denver Dunlap Real Estate 

78666 Sunflower Acres 151 Hollys Way 3br/2ba $181,500 1,730 Brenda Damron Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates 

78666 Tanglewood 7 Timbercrest St. 3br/2ba $249,500 1,842 Ann Hurt Hurt Real Estate Group 

78666 The Highlands 5461 Hilliard Road 3br/2ba $325,000 2,162 Angie Johnson Hill Country Star Realty 

zIP code guide
Buda 78610
Kyle 78640
San Marcos 78666

425 Oyster Creek

110 Indian Hill Point

151 Hollys Way

361 Apricot Drive

REAL ESTATE

These residential listings were added to the market between 2/3/14 and 4/8/14 for Buda and Kyle and on 4/8/14 for San Marcos. The listings were included and provided by the San Marcos Board of Realtors and the Austin Board of Realtors. Although 
every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Comprehensive, Local, Expert Podiatric Care for Adults and Children

www.ThePodiatryGroup.com

Medical and surgical treatments for disorders 
affecting the foot and ankle:

• Heel pain/plantar fasciitis
• Foot and ankle trauma
• Diabetic ulcers & wound care
• Achilles tendonitis
• Soft tissue masses/cysts
• Ankle Sprains

• Running injuries & 
Sports Medicine

• Ingrown toenails
• Bunions/Hammertoes
• Neuromas

Located in  
Hays Surgery Center

512-268-FOOT (3668)

Living in our Community, Serving our Community
Now accepting new clients

Jeff Henke, DPM

135 Bunton Creek Rd., Suite 300, Kyle



Find more local coupons online at impactdeals.com

FIND
MORE DEALS ONLINENOW

COUPONS
InSIde

DINING
Cody’s Bistro & Lounge ..................... 30
Crawfish Shack & Oyster Bar ............ 33
Fuschak’s BBQ .................................. 35
Josie’s Frozen Yogurt ........................ 30
Pho Natic .......................................... 30
Riley’s Tavern .................................... 31
Tavern on Main ................................. 32

GIfTS & SHOPPING
Cardinal Framing .............................. 31
Cafe Monet ....................................... 30
Cimarron Rose .................................. 32
Memory Lane Antiques ..................... 32
Shops on Main .................................. 32
Shoppe by the Railroad ..................... 32

HEALTH & BEAUTy
Buda Drug Store & Soda Fountain ..... 32
Salon 112 ......................................... 31

MEDICAL & DENTAL
Buda Health Center ........................... 33
Neo Dentistry .................................... 35
San Marcos Gentle Dental ................. 33
Springtown Veterinary Clinic ............. 31

SERVICES & 
EDUCATION
Allergy Free Air ................................. 31
Chrysalis Art Foundation ................... 32
Meridian Landscape Services ........... 30
Real Green Pest Control & Lawn Care 34
Reliable Automotive .......................... 35
San Marcos Window Washing ........... 31

Top Picks

Lawn Care Only $19.95. 
See page 34.

Free Exam. See page 35.

Dr. Alexis Tessler

10% Off Custom 
Framing. See page 31.
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Lunch | Dinner | Happy Hour | Full Bar
Patio | Private Parties | Catering Available

Mon.–Wed. 11am to 11pm | Thu.–Sat. 11am to 12am | Sun. 11am to 4pm

Full menu until 10:00 p.m.
Happy Hour: Monday - Saturday, 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Across from Outlet Mall, next to Starbucks and Two P’s & Calli’s Boutique
512.393.2867 | www.codysbistroandlounge.com

• AUGUST 17, 2013 •

Meridian Landscape Services has over 20 years 
experience in providing quality landscape & irrigation 

services to Central Texas residents & businesses. 

Experience the 
Meridian diff erence.
Our customers have been able 
to spend more time enjoying their 
outdoor living space without 
the hassles of keeping it beautiful.

512-906-6789 • MERIDIANLANDSCAPESERVICES.COM

Mention this coupon to receive
$10 off  Irrigation Repair Services
*Cannot be combined. One per household. 

Off er expires 5-14-14.

ROUND ROCK 
HUTTO • AUSTIN
GEORGETOWN 

LAKEWAY • LEANDER 
CEDAR PARK
KYLE • BUDA
SAN MARCOS 

LI 14525

Landscape Installation
& Maintenance

Irrigation Installation 
& Repair

San Marcos
420 University Drive

(Across from Texas State)

Kyle
5401 FM-1626
(HEB Plus Center)

VALID FOR 3 oz. FREE!

valid at Kyle and San Marcos locations, additional ouces at reg 

present coupon to cashier upon checkout to receive exp 5/31/14.

FIRST 3 ON MENO HIGH FRUCTOSE CORN SYRUP
GLUTEN FREE

NO ARTIFICIAL STABILIZERS OR EMULSIFIERS
ANTIOXIDANT & VITAMIN ADDITIVES

LOW IN CALORIES
LACTOSE FREE FLAVORS
AVAILABLE IN SORBETS

512-291-8220  |  pho-natic.com 
9900 S IH 35, Suite P500 | Austin, Texas

(At the South end of the Southpark Meadows shopping center, near the movie theatre)

Open 7 Days a Week  |  11:00am – 9:00pm

$5.00 OFF
($25.00 MINIMUM 
BEFORE SALES TAX)
One coupon per party. Dine-in only. 

Valid only at the Southpark 
Meadows location. 
Expires 5/14/14.

SOUTHPARK MEADOWS LOCATION NOW OPEN!
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We offer climate-controlled 
boarding facilities with three 

outdoor play yards!

512-353-2717 • www.springtownvet.com
415 Springtown Way in San Marcos, Texas

Right off I-35 Access next door to Office Depot
Open 7:30AM-6PM Monday to Friday & 8:30AM-1PM Saturday

Serving 
San Marcos 

for over 
20 years!

Aquarena Springs Dr.

Springtown
Way

80

35

$20 OFF
EXAM

$25 OFF
for New 
Patients

spay, neuter 
or dental 
cleaning!

*By appointment only. 
Coupon must be present. 

Not valid with any 
other offer or special. 

Expires 5-14-14.

*By appointment only. 
Coupon must be present. 

Not valid with any 
other offer or special. 

Expires 5-14-14.

We service residential & commercial properties in: 
Buda • Kyle • Wimberley 

San Marcos • New Braunfels

LICENSED & INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

David & Nicole Rodriguez

512-699-7729 • 512-293-2771

SanMarcosWindowWashing.com • SanMarcosWindowWashing@gmail.com

$25 OFF FIRST COMPLETE CLEAN
Must present coupon for off er. Expires 5-14-14.

Happy Hour
All day until 9pm • 7 days a week

Monday
$2.00 domestics

(512) 392-3132 • 8894 FM 1102 • Hunter, TX 
Between San Marcos & New Braunfels, Exit 196 off  I-35, one mile West

Live music updated weekly, 
see our website for details. 
All concerts begin at 9pm.

www.RileysTavern.com

Songwriter Night with John Whipple. 
8pm-11pm. Bring your instruments & sign up. 

Sunday 
Free pool & jukebox all day

FREE COVER 
CHARGE 

with this ad or your Texas State student ID 
(only Friday & Saturday nights)

Are your air ducts creating a healh hazard?

Like Us on Facebook
Special Promotions

With coupon only.  
Not valid with other offers, coupons or discounts.

Expires 5-14-14.
Call 210-209-8742 for details.

Allergy Free Air, LLC. A GREEN COMPANY

Are you sick and tired of beiwng sick and tired?
Do you suffer 
from allergies, 
asthma or other 
respiratory 
conditions?

Did you know most allergies come from the air? 
The circulation of indoor air in your home can contain 

bacteria, mold, dust mites, pollen and fungi when 
your air ducts are not cleaned properly and regularly.

Let Allergy Free Air make a 
healthier indoor environment 
for you & your family! 

LOCALLY OWNED

COMMERCIAL 
& RESIDENTIAL

512-265-2131

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
AVAILABLE IN CASE OF 
WATER LEAK - BEFORE 

MOLD SETS IN!• 1 RETURN LEADING 
TO A SINGLE FURNACE

• 12 PT CHECK SYSTEM 

• FREE DEODORIZER OR
CEILING FAN CLEANING OR 
3’ DRYER VENT CLEANING

$89
AIR DUCT 

CLEANING

UNLIMITED AIR VENTS. EXPIRES 5-14-14.

BEFORE

T

AllergyFreeAir.org

AFTER

512-392-7699
www.CardinalFrame.com

117 N. Guadalupe, Suite 102 in San Marcos
Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10:00-5:30, Sat. 10:00-2:00

Closed Sunday & Monday

*Coupon must be present. 
Limit one per customer. 
Offer expires 5/14/14.

10% OFF
CUSTOM FRAMING Owners, Vicky & Hugh Simmons 

CUSTOM FRAMING
Specializing in: 
• Photographs 

• Artwork 
• Shadow Boxes 

• Diplomas
• And more!

We’ve moved!
VISIT US DOWNTOWN ON

THE WEST SIDE OF SQUARE
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Join us May 1, 2014 from 5:00 to 9:00PM.

Join us for

in downtown buda

oooooooooooiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnn  uuuuuuuuuusssssss fffffffffooooooooooorrrrrrrrrooooooooooiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnn uuuuuuuusssssss ffffffffoooooooorrrrrrrrrr

iiiinnnnnn ddddddoooooooowwwwwwnnnnnnnnnnttttttoooooooowwwwwwwwwwwnnnnnnnnn bbbbbbbbuuuuuuuuuuu
iiiinnnnnn dddddooooooowwwwwwnnnnnnnnnttttttooooooowwwwwwwwwwnnnnnnnnnn bbbbbbbbbbuuuuuuuuuu

First Thursday takes place on the fi rst Thursday 
of each month, throughout downtown Buda. 

The event focuses on providing downtown visitors the chance 
to stroll through the unique antique and specialty shops, 
while enjoying great dining from downtown restaurants.

Shop, dine, stay and play in buda!

oooowwwwnnnnooowwwnnnnn

ShSh

A FREE EVENT 
HOSTED BY THE 

BUDA DOWNTOWN

MERCHANTS’ GROUP
• Shops open late, great deals

• Live music in the Downtown area

• Boutiques, antiques, dining & entertainment
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*All offers expire 5-14-14. One offer per customer, per visit, per store. Must present ad. Cannot be combined.

Enjoy a frozen treat 
at our soda fountain  

while waiting for  
your prescription!

BUY 1 GET 1 HALF 
OFF FROZEN TREATS*

203 RAILROAD ST., BUDA • 512-312-2111
BUDASODAFOUNTAIN.COM

BUDADRUGSTORE.COM

Classes • Workshops
Exhibits • Art Shows

where creative desire  
equals opportunity

$5 OFF YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP*

BUDA, TEXAS
CHRYSALISARTFOUNDATION.ORG

ANTIQUES • RECORDS
COLLECITBLES • GIFTS

$5 OFF PURCHASE  
OF $25 OR MORE*

218 N. MAIN ST., BUDA

Cimarron  
  Rose

$10 OFF ANY SERVICE 
FOR NEW CLIENTS

320 N. MAIN ST., STE 200, BUDA
512-773-7128

Jen-Denton-Aesthetics.com
Facebook.com/jendentonaesthetics

Memory 
Lane

ANTIQUES
Refinishing/Restoration 
Mon-Sat 10-5 or by appointment

3 photography studios upstairs

$5 OFF PURCHASE  
OF $25 OR MORE*

300 N. MAIN ST., BUDA
512-295-1559

 BRAIDING  
 BOOTCAMP 
FIRST THURSDAY, MAY 1, 6-8PM

Where you’re one of a kind,  
not a dime a dozen!

$20 OFF A CUT WITH 
ANY COLOR SERVICE*

302 S. MAIN ST., STE. 102, BUDA
WWW.SALON112.COM

FIRST-TIME GUESTS ONLY.

GIFTS • JEWELRY
CLOTHING • HOME DECOR 

FURNITURE • PLANTS

SHOPS ON MAIN

$5 OFF PURCHASE  
OF $25 OR MORE*

122 N. MAIN ST. • 512-295-7818

Old Main  
Street Station

LIVE MUSIC
LUNCH & DINNER

BEER • WINE • FULL BAR

HAPPY HOUR 
3-7PM • TUES-SAT

116 MAIN ST., BUDA
BUDATAVERN.COM
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CALL TODAY! 512-396-5225

Welcome 
Dental Exam & X-Ray

$2900
New Patient Only

Some restrictions may apply. Call for details.
Offer Good for 60 Days.

New Patient 
Cleaning, Exam & X-Rays

$6900
New Patient Only

Some restrictions may apply. Call for details.
Offer Good for 60 Days.

50% of Americans Are Afraid of the Dentist 
We Understand, and Cater to Your Fears.

We Have Treated Patients Who Have Had:

San Marcos Gentle Dental
1337 Thorpe Lane

San Marcos, TX

512-396-5225

Bobca
t

Stadiu
m

HE
B

Aquarena Springs Dr

Spring Way

Hopkins  St

Robbie Ln

Jackson Ln

Thorpe Ln

82

82

82

35

35

N

 

San Marcos Gentle Dental 

J. Robert Donnelly, DDS
Gustavo O. Leal, DDS
www.SanMarcosDental.com

9500 S IH 35, Building C | (512) 280-0816
Inside Southpark Meadows Shopping Center at Slaugher and IH 35 | (behind Johnny Carino’s, next to Rooms to Go)

Monday-Thursday 11am-11pm  |  Friday 11am-Midnight  |  Saturday Noon-Midnight  |  Sunday Noon-10pm

Crawfish 
Season is in 
Full Swing!

OPEN ALL DAY  |  LUNCH SPECIALS  |  LIVE CRAWFISH

HAPPY HOUR WITH FULL BAR AND FLAT SCREEN TVS

Dr. Jeffrey Clark

203 Railroad St., #3C 
Buda, TX 78610 
T: (512) 295-4443
www.budahealth.com

Helping keep you on the fi eld!

Treatment for:
Headaches • Neck Pain • Low Back Pain • Ankle Sprains
Shoulder Injuries • Muscle Tension • Tendonitis •Joint Pain

Plantar Fasciitis • Carpal Tunnel • Chronic Injuries • and more

FREE EXAM
Coupon must be present. Not valid with any 
other offer or special. Coupon not valid for 
Medicare, Medicaid, or Federal BlueCross 

patients.  Expires May 14, 2014.
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Lube, Oil & Filter Change 
$17.95 plus tax

Includes Free Tire Rotation 
& 52 Point Inspection

*Mention or present coupon. Not valid with any 
other offer or special. Up to 5 quarts of oil, additional 

oil may be required plus shop  supplies and 
oil disposal. Expires: 5/14/14

$59.95 4-Wheel 
Alignment

*Mention or present coupon. 
Not valid with any other offer or special. 

Expires: 5/14/14

10% OFF any service
*Mention or present coupon.

Not valid with any other offer or special. Expires: 5/14/14

Proud sponsor of  San Marcos Youth Sports Association 
San Marcos High School Rattlers

35
123

Staples Rd.
512-667-7390
1201 State Highway 123 • San Marcos, TX
Mon.-Fri. 7:30am - 5:30pm • Sat. 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

www.Reliable-Auto.com

Like us on facebook FREE TOWING
with Major Repair. Call for details.

Now Doing Alignments! Come by for your free alignment check. 

FREE
WI-FI

We are the brake experts!
Break service includes:

� Lifetime warranty     ��New break pads or rear shoes
��Inspection of master cylinder & brake hoses

� Resurface rotors or rear drums
� Repack front wheel bearings     � Road test

AS LOW AS $159.95 plus tax (per axle)

SAVE ON YOUR Scheduled Maintenance
Coolant System Flush  $89.95  Regularly $119.95

Transmission Flush $159.95 Regularly $189.95. Up to 1 gal.

Brake Fluid Flush $59.95  Regularly $79.95

3 Part Fuel Injection Flush $99.95  Regularly $139.95

Power Steering Flush  $69.95  Regularly $89.95

Services 
Diagnostic • Electrical • Heating & Cooling • Tune-Up

Brake Repair • Transmission Repair • Oil Changes
State Inspections • Student, Senior Citizen & Miltary Discounts

DIESEL REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Voted Best of 
Hays County 2013

Thank you for your business 
and continued support!

1ST PLACE Auto Repair - Mechanical
1ST PLACE Oil Change

1ST PLACE Transmission Repair

By the San Marcos Record Newspaper

Neo Dentistry's doctors and team wish you all a 

Happy Easter!

 Dr. Jose I Alamo, DMD, Dr. Luis A Gonzalez, DMD & Team 

New Patient Special!

$99.99
Includes: Dental Exam, Digital X-Rays & Teeth Cleaning ($300 value)

*Not valid with any other offer or special.
Cleaning is based on bone level health (periodontitis). Expires 5-14-14.

Kids’ Dental Exam: $69.99 

A New Way To A Healthy Smile
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Call our offi ce today 
to schedule treatment!

512-722-6131

No dental insurance?
Call & ask about the NEO DENTISTRY PLAN!
Includes: Exams, treatment discounts and more!

Like Us on Facebook for 
Patient Education & Promotions!

Elmhurst Dr.

Gofo
rth

 Rd
.

Brent Blvd.

35

Seton Medical
Center Hays

Most insurance plans welcome. 
Se Habla Español.

www.neodentistrykyle.com

165 Elmhurst, Suite A
Kyle, Texas 78640

35

Wonder World Rd.
123

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
OPEN SINCE 1966

Brisket • Fajitas • Sausage • Chicken
Ribs • Smoked Turkey • Daily Buffet

We can serve large groups! 
Dine-in or carry-out!

Fuschak’s Bar-B-Q
512-353-2712 

Open Daily 10:30AM-9PM

1701 IH 35 South
San Marcos, TX 78666

SPECIALS
BBQ FAJITAS
DAILY BUFFET

BARBURITO
CHOPPED BEEF SANDWICH

BBQ STUFFED POTATO

SLICED BRISKET 
SANDWICH

No substitutions. One coupon per customer, per visit.
One offer per coupon. Expires 5-14-14. 

$5.49INcludes 
Chips and 
Regular drink
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