
San Marcos ratchets up manufacturing sector
By Brett Thorne

In the lobby of Mensor Corp.’s 
headquarters on Barnes Drive in 
San Marcos, a set of clocks on the 
wall shows the current times in 

San Marcos, Beijing and Klingen-
burg, Germany. The clocks are a 
necessity for the company, which 
does about 40 percent of its busi-
ness internationally, but they also 

serve as a reminder that what hap-
pens in San Marcos does not nec-
essarily stay in San Marcos.

Mensor is one of a handful of 
manufacturing companies bolster-
ing the local economy and mak-
ing waves throughout the United 
States and even globally. Adriana 
Cruz, president of the Greater San 
Marcos Partnership, a public-pri-

vate entity dedicated to expand-
ing economic opportunities in 
Hays and Caldwell counties, 
said San Marcos and Hays 
County are experiencing 
a significant increase in 
interest from manufactur-
ing companies.

In November, Corvac 
Composites and L&M 

Supply, two manufactur-
ing companies based outside 

of Texas, announced plans 
to expand into San Marcos. 

That same month, San Marcos–
based Mensor broke ground on 
a 45,000-square-foot expansion 
aimed at addressing anticipated 
future growth.

“What we’re seeing is that we’re 

making it to a short list more often 
than before,” Cruz said. “We’re see-
ing a lot of site visits where compa-
nies will actually expend the funds 
to come into town and pay for the 
travel or the flight and take a look 
around and look at real estate. … I 
think that’s a good sign that we’re 
seeing a lot more serious interest.”

Since September, the city has 
received about one site visit per 
week from companies interested 
in relocating or expanding into 
San Marcos, Cruz said. Many of 
those companies are involved in 
manufacturing, and their deci-
sions could translate into higher-
wage jobs with opportunities for 
advancement for San Marcos resi-
dents, she said.

The San Marcos advantage
There are many factors that 

make San Marcos an attractive 
place for companies looking to 
expand or relocate, Cruz said. 
Close proximity to Austin and San 
Antonio means companies have a 
large pool of workers from which The San Marcos–based CFAN creates composite engine blades for Boeing. During 

production, each blade is loaded into a furnace and heated at high temperatures. 
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Downtown Buda plan charts course for the future

Buda’s master plan calls for cementing downtown’s place as the “heart of the 
community,” which could set the stage for a more bustling nightlife. 

By JJ Velasquez
What lies ahead for downtown 

Buda is set to be determined in the 
coming months.

The development of a down-
town master plan aimed at breath-
ing new life into the historic 
district entered its first phase in 
January, as the city began seeking 
input from the public.

From January to June, town 
hall meetings will be called, sur-
veys conducted and focus groups 
polled to get a pulse on the com-
munity’s desires with regard to 
aesthetic, policy, operating and 
marketing improvements.

“The whole idea is to drive con-
versations,” said Chance Sparks, 
director of planning for the city 
of Buda. “It’s the community put-
ting together a plan. We are merely 
facilitating it.”

The master plan process con-
siders the historic district along 
Main and Railroad streets as well 
as along Goforth Road but will 
also take into consideration the 
adjacent residential areas.

“It is critical to consider these 
areas in the context of downtown 
to better understand the relation-
ship they have with downtown and 
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updates on 2013 and a look aHead to 2014

their role in the future as it per-
tains to the vitality of downtown 
Buda,” the city’s comprehensive 
plan states.

Comprehensive plan
In October, City Council pro-

cured consulting firm Halff Asso-
ciates to put together the down-
town road map.

See Buda | 26

The consulting firm was selected 
for its familiarity with Buda. The 
group provided consulting ser-
vices in connection to the city’s 
2030 comprehensive plan, adopted 
in October 2011.

The document serves as the 
framework from which the vision 
for future strategies springs and 
includes several elements such as 
transportation, for which the city 
completed a master plan last year.

Also among the recommenda-
tions of the comprehensive plan 
was the creation of a master plan 
to guide future development 
downtown and to establish the 
historic district as the “heart of 
the community.”

As with any master plan, the 
downtown road map will serve 
as a living document, subject to 
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Now Open!

Sales: 866-319-6918
Service: 866-437-9558

Where You’ll Get a Sweet Deal.

10812 I-35 South 
Austin, Texas 78648

OnionCreekVW.com

Diagnosis &
Multi-point Inspection

FREE + 20% OFF
Any needed repairs.

Cannot be combined with any other offer. One per customer. Offer expires 2-19-14

First Time 
Customer Offer

Valid only with repairs over $250. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
One per customer. Offer expires 2-19-14.

Any service or 
maintenance on all 
makes & models.$50 OFF

35

O
ld

 S
an

 A
nt

on
io

 R
d.

1s
t S

t.

Onion 
Creek 
Pkwy.

1626

SOUTH
AUSTIN



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com4

Health Screening
and Fair

Monday, April 14
Embassy Suites 

San Marcos

San Marcos Daily Record
www.sanmarcosrecord.com

Health  
Check

Central Texas Medical Center

Pre-Event Community Blood Draw 
Locations and Dates

Draws are held 7-10 a.m.  Please fast for 8-12 hours.

Pre-event community 
blood draws offered 

February 4-March 24

Wimberley Community Center
14068 Ranch Road 12

March 24

CTMC Community Classroom
1301 Wonder World Drive

February 14, 21, 28
March 7, 14, 21, 28

Lockhart -Live Oak Health Partners
1711 C South Colorado Street

March 17

Kyle - Plum Creek CTMC Office
151A Kirkham Circle

March 19

HealthCheck Blood Screening                 
$45 includes complete 
lipid panel, metabolic panel and 
complete blood cell count

Call CREATION Health Institute at 512.753.3818 to register.  
Learn more at ctmc.org.
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CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065
2014 Outback 2.5i CVY 
$279mo 2

42 MO. LEASE 
ZERO DOWN PAYMENT!

2014 Audi A4 2.0T
FWD Multitronic 
Premium Pkg
$349mo 1

SAVE AN ADDITIONAL $1,000 WITH AUDI 
OWNER LOYALTY OR CONQUEST PROGRAMS.S.

2013 Porsche Carrera 
SAVE $10,000!4

INVENTORY IS LIMITED!

2014 Volvo XC90 
LEASE the FWD
$439mo. 39 mos. 3

1 - Audi - 42 mo. closed-end leases off ered to qualifi ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A4 Stk# D0981 based on MSRP $36,295. $2,999 down + $695 acquisition fee + fi rst mo payment + $0 security deposit = $4,043 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $19,236. 42 monthly payments of $349. Advertised off ers require dealer contribution; fi nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, 
maintenance and repairs and may have some fi nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will aff ect lease price. Pictures shown with optional equipment for illustration only. Off ers expire 2-3-14.  2 - Subaru -Model EDB P01. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may aff ect fi  nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. 
payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly  payments of $279, fi nal pymt / residual = $14,328. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $26,052. Stk# Z9508. Expires 2/3/2014.  3 - Volvo -*No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $439, based on $40,615 MSRP of 2014 XC90 3.2 FWD, includes destination charge and application of $2,000 Volvo Allowance.  Lessee is responsible for excess wear and 
mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile.  Purchase and Finance: $3,000 includes application of $2,000 Volvo Allowance and $1,000 Loyalty Bonus. Other restrictions may apply. Stock number V4918. Expires 1/31/2014.  4 - Porsche - *Exp 2/3/2014.

OWNER LOYALTY OR CONQUEST PROGRRAMS
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First dates are often 
awkward. You are dress-
ing sharp, wearing your 
most flattering outfit 
and making sure only 
to mention your best 
qualities—while hoping 
your date doesn’t notice 
you missed a button. 
Attracting a new busi-
ness to town is not much 
different.

In the front-page sto-
ries by Reporter JJ Velasquez and Editor Brett Thorne, 
the authors discuss downtown improvements in Buda 
and San Marcos that are aimed at recruiting businesses 
that will ultimately boost the local economy. These cities 
are “buttoning up” to land the next game-changer.

The companies we recruit shape our cities. But do 
we build upon existing industries or think outside the 
box and invite those who could potentially alter the 

business landscape altogether? 
The January Issue is my favorite issue because it 

answers those questions. Our writers and graphic 
designer have drawn out a look back at 2013 and 
forecast of 2014 based on the insight of business lead-
ers and elected officials. While thumbing through 
the pages, you will see a selection of businesses that 
are thriving along with a forecast for entrepreneurial 
growth in our region.

So as you meander slowly down torn-up roads dodg-
ing orange traffic cones, know that you are navigating 
through our cities’ primping process. After months of 
construction, the idea is that travel will be seamless. 
You will then be able to appreciate what gives your 
hometown character, and so will visitors.

FrOm thE GENEral maNaGEr

melissa Nicewarner daly
general manager
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COmmUNIty FEEDBaCk
last montH’s poll Results

What area should demand the most 
attention from cities looking to foster 
healthy growth?

  24% Protection of the natural environment.  
the natural landscape is what gives our  
cities character.

  16% developing downtown. A healthy, vibrant 
downtown is the heart of every great city.

  7% other

results from an unscientific Web survery collected 12/10/13–01/17/14.

  26% improving infrastructure. if roads and 
utilities are maintained responsibly, people 
will be attracted to the community.

  27% Attracting quality employers.  
First improve the economic options for 
residents, and the rest will follow.

Visit us online

online-exclusive news
impactnews.com

Regularly updated coupons
impactdeals.com

take tHe poll

What is the most important part of a 
healthy downtown?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/sbk-poll.

Find us on Facebook at
impactnews.com/sbk-facebook

Follow us on twitter
@impactnews_sbk

  A vibrant nightlife with plenty of bar  
      and restaurant options

  Quality retail stores to drive sales tax

  Pedestrian- and bike-friendly options  
      to encourage many forms of mobility

  Plenty of parking to encourage driving downtown

  other

corrections: Volume 3, issue 8
• on Page 25, in the story “Kyle mulling proposed Plum 
Creek development district,” the type of bonds issued 
to fund public improvements was inaccurately termed 
general obligation bonds. the bonds should have been 
written as “special assessment bonds.”
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CANNOT BE COMBINED. MUST PRESENT COUPON. EXP. 3-31-14.

SNUGTOPS • TRAILERS
TRUCK ACCESSORIES • SHEDS

Stone’s 
Trailers

Proud Dealer of 
SnugTop for 

over 20 years!
2001 N. IH-35 | San Marcos, TX 78666 
M-F 9a.m. - 5p.m. | Sat. 9a.m. - 2p.m.512-353-8244 • StonesTrailers.com

50% OFF 

HEADING SOUTH: Exit #207 at River Ridge Pkwy. 
HEADING NORTH: Exit #206 at Aquarena 

Springs, take turnaround at River Ridge Pkwy.

10% OFF
TRUCK ACCESSORIES

ANNUAL 
TRAILER 

CHECK UP
CANNOT BE COMBINED. MUST PRESENT COUPON. EXP. 3-31-14.

Spa, 900 FM 32, San Marcos, on Dec. 1. 
Smith bought the business from Angie 
Johnson, for whom she used to work at 
Sink Creek Spa. In addition to private 
massages, the spa offers use of its hot tub, 
deck space and library. 512-392-9529. 
www.blooming-day-spa.com

Coming Soon

5  Austin-based restaurant IM Thai 
Cuisine is aiming for a February 
opening of its Buda location at 1671 
Main St., Ste. C, Buda. Serving Thai 
cuisine such as pad thai and spring rolls, 
the restaurant will be the company’s 
second location. 512-312-4013. 
www.imthaicuisine.com

anniversaries

6  John’s Tackle Box, 14800 Hwy. 
21, Niederwald, celebrates its 10th 
anniversary in January. The store sells fish 
and tackle supplies including terminal 
tackle and bait and also provides cleaning 
and repairs for reels and rods. 512-398-
4203. www.johnstackleboxtexas.com

Expansions

7  Reliable Automotive, 1201 Hwy. 123, 
San Marcos, added three new service 
garages in early January. New additions 
include a drive-on lift for bigger vehicles as 
well as a dedicated oil change bay. Manager 
David Morales said the increased area 
allows for more business. 512-667-7390. 
www.reliable-auto.com

Community Service

The Hays Band Boosters sold 2000 dozen 
tamales and 165 sodas during its annual 
tamale and soda sale in December. The 
funds will be used to provide scholarships 
for graduating seniors as well as equipment 
for the bands at Hays High School and 
Dahlstrom and Barton middle schools. 
Budget/Avis Car and Truck Rental 
provided a discounted truck rental to 
transport the tamales from San Antonio. 
www.haysbands.org 

Now Open

1  In December, Jimmy John’s 
Gourment Sandwiches, 1290 Wonder 
World Drive, Ste. 201, San Marcos, 
opened its second San Marcos location. In 
addition to sandwiches and fast service, 
the new location also has a drive-thru. 
512-396-4545. www.jimmyjohns.com.  
Twitter: @jimmyjohns

2  Dark Horse Lodge, 108 W. Center 
St., Kyle, opened Dec. 18. The bar and 
restaurant serves Texas tapas—including 
mango-cilantro crabcakes, quail legs 
and rib-eye sliders—as well as an array 
of mixed-drink offerings. 512-262-7712. 
www.darkhorsekyle.com

3  Ladybird Montessori School, 2050 

Cole Springs Road, Buda, is accepting 
applications for its 3- to 6-year-old age 
group as well as for placement on the 
waiting list of its 14 weeks- to 3-year-old 
age group. The school opened Nov. 4 and 
offers individual learning for children 
ages 8 weeks to 6 years. 512-295-3636.  
www.budamontessori.com

4  Becky Smith opened Blooming Day 

IMPACTS Compiled by Brett Thorne and JJ Velasquez
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1-888-864-I CAN (4226)   •   www.TexasOncology.com/Austin

HOW TEXANS FIGHT CANCER.

F I G H T
CANCER

Carmen wanted her family nearby during her cancer treatment. With the comprehensive care offered at Texas Oncology, she had everything she needed under one 

roof, so she could stay in town and easily have her loved ones come by to support her. “My son came on his lunch hour while I was in chemo, and my friends took 

turns sitting with me. It was so instrumental in keeping me going.” Six years later, Carmen feels great and looks forward to her future.

“I worked as a medical technologist for 25 years, and I knew 

that Texas Oncology’s experience was the best.” 

Carmen Colburn, colon cancer patient

Comprehensive cancer care is available right here in Central Texas.

AUSTIN  •  BASTROP  •  CEDAR PARK  •  HARKER HEIGHTS  •  KYLE  •  LAKEWAY  •  MARBLE FALLS  •  ROUND ROCK  •  SAN MARCOS  •  SMITHVILLE

Forestar permit denied by Lost Pines district
By Brett Thorne

The Lost Pines Groundwater 
Conservation District on Jan. 
15 denied Forestar Real Estate 
Group’s permit that would have 
allowed the company to pump 
up to 45,000 acre-feet of water 
annually from wells in Lee 
County for use in Hays, Bas-
trop, Lee, Travis and William-
son counties. 

Forestar has already been 
granted 12,000 of the 45,000 
acre-feet of water it originally 
requested. The company has a 
reservation contract in place 
with Hays County for up to 
45,000 acre-feet of water to be 
pumped from the Simsboro 
Aquifer annually. 

Steve Box, executive director 
of the Bastrop-based advocacy 
group Environmental Steward-
ship, said he was pleased with 
the district’s decision and is 
ready to support the district if 
Forestar decides to contest the 
decision in court. 

“It’s what I call a bittersweet 
victory because we’re going to 
face the big hammer next,” Box 
said in reference to Forestar’s 

possible legal contest. 
Forestar issued a statement 

saying the permit was intended 
to address Central Texas’ water 
needs. 

“We are disappointed for 
Forestar, but more importantly 
for all landowners within the 
conservation district, whose 
private property rights have been 
adversely impacted by this deci-
sion,” the company’s statement 
read. “We are also concerned for 
the citizens of Central Texas, as 
they seek long-term sustainable 
solutions to the ongoing drought 
and their future water needs.”

At a Hays County Commis-
sioners Court meeting Sept. 24, 
County Judge Bert Cobb said 
county officials have spent time 
and effort trying to convince the 
Lower Colorado River Author-
ity and Guadalupe Blanco River 
Authority to secure additional 
water for Hays County, but they 
failed to act.

Bill West, general manager 
of the Guadalupe-Blanco River 
Authority, said his organization 
has been working since 2004 on 
the Mid Basin Project, which 

he said will supply about 50,000 
acre-feet of water annually to the 
high-growth areas around I-35 
and SH 130 when it is built out. 
West said the GBRA is hopeful 
the state’s newly created State 
Water Implementation Fund 
for Texas will help finance the 
project. 

Box has taken issue with 
Cobb’s statement that 25 per-
cent of the Simsboro Aquifer 
recharges each year. The actual 
recharge rate of the aquifer is 
much lower, he said. 

Another point of contention, 
he said, is the issue of draw-
down—or lowering levels—of 
the aquifers. Box said the Lost 
Pines district originally requested 
a drawdown level of between 35 
and 50 feet, but because of huge 
pumping already in place in the 
neighboring Post Oak Savannah 
region, the aquifer’s drawdown 
levels had to be set at a range of   
7 to 345 feet.

“It was clear to many of us 
that our rural communities were 
being targeted for water exports 
to more urban growth corri-
dors,” Box said.

WATER 

Hays Caldwell Public 
utility Agency is 
granted permission to 
pump water from the 
Carrizo-Wilcox aquifer.

Forestar's original application 
to pump 45,000 acre feet of 
water is submitted.

Forestar acquires leases 
for land in Lee and Bastrop 
counties.

Hays County commissioners 
approve a $1 million contract 
for a water reservation with 
Forestar.

Forestar is granted
permits for 
12,000 acre-feet  
of water per year.

Forestar’s pursuit 
of water permits 

east of I-35

Forestar’s application for the 
remaining 33,000 acre-feet  
is denied. 

JAN. 15, 2014

the LPGCd reverses its 
earlier decision and grants a 
rehearing.

NOVEMBER 2013

MAY 2013

SEPTEMBER 2013

NOVEMBER 2012

LATE 2010

LATE 2011

the Lost Pines Groundwater 
Conservation district 
"essentially denies" 
Forestar's request for a 
rehearing on the additional 
33,000 acre-feet.

OCTOBER 2013 15

13

Forestar’s rehearing
is held. the final 
decision will be  
made in early 2014.

DECEMBER 2013

Sources: Forestar real Estate Group, Lost 
Pines Groundwater Conservation district, 
Hays County
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Buda City Council
Meets at 6:30 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month
121 Main St. | 512-312-0084
www.ci.buda.tx.us

Kyle City Council
Meets at 7 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month 
Live webcasts of meetings:
www.ustream.tv/channel/kyle-city-council
100 W. Center St. | 512-262-1010
www.cityofkyle.com

San Marcos City Council
Meets at 6 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month
Live webcasts of meetings:  
www.ci.san-marcos.tx.us/videos 
630 E. Hopkins St. | 512-393-8000
www.sanmarcostx.gov

Hays County Commissioners 
Court
Meets at 9 a.m. each Tuesday
Live webcasts of meetings: 
www.co.hays.tx.us/commcourtlive
111 E. San Antonio St., San Marcos
512-393-2205 | www.co.hays.tx.us

Tweetings
For instant coverage  
of these meetings,  
follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_sbk

TweetingsMeetings

CITy & CounTy
News from San Marcos, Buda and Kyle Compiled by Brett Thorne and JJ Velasquez

City-owned property goes smoke-free Jan. 1 Buda sales tax tops $4 million, sets record
SaN marCOS Residents of San Marcos 
who are concerned about others smoking 
on city-owned grounds can breathe easy at 
the start of the new year, as all city-owned 
property, grounds, parks, facilities and 
buildings became smoke-free Jan. 1.

San Marcos City Council’s Oct. 2 vote 
also bans smoking inside bars, res-
taurants, workplaces and other public 
indoor areas effective in June.

The “public places” referred to in the 
ordinance include banks, bars, restau-
rants, bingo halls, indoor music venues, 
convention facilities, schools, health 
care facilities, retail stores, theaters, 
malls, sports arenas, waiting rooms and 
workplaces.

Trey Hatt, communications special-
ist for the city of San Marcos, said 
enforcement of the laws will begin with 
education and eventually lead to more 
stringent enforcement. According to a 
city news release, violation of the smok-
ing ordinance is a Class C misdemeanor 
and carries a fine not to exceed $200 for 
the first offense, $500 for the second and 
$2,000 for subsequent violations. 

“We’re going to lead off with an 

education-first model on that,” Hatt 
said. “Certainly in the first months and 
phases, it will be education first.”

The ordinance includes an exception 
for retail tobacco and vape shops as well 
as designated outdoor areas of bars and 
restaurants.

BUDa Sales tax collections in 2013 
eclipsed the $4 million mark in Buda, a 
record for the city and a sign that its grow-
ing population is spending more of its 
money locally, according to figures from 
the state comptroller’s office website.

A strengthening economy seems to have 
made more people comfortable spending 
their money, said Ann Miller, executive 
director of the Buda Economic Develop-
ment Corp.

Despite a year in which no major retail-
ers arrived, local sales tax collections in 
2013 rose 16 percent from the previous 
year, according to the Texas Comptroller’s 
office.

That is what makes the feat so surpris-
ing, Miller said. Mom and pop stores and 
other smaller retailers opened in 2013 
but none with the name recognition of 
Cabela’s, for example.

Cabela’s, which opened in 2005, contin-
ues to be a boon to sales tax revenue, but 
its influence has maxed out over the years, 
Miller said.

What this likely means, she said, is that 
Buda is becoming a more attractive shop-
ping destination for its natives.

Kyle mayor announces she will not seek third consecutive term during city elections in May
kylE Mayor Lucy Johnson 
announced Dec. 31 that she will not 
be in the running for the mayorship 
come May, when her term expires.

Johnson, who first took the helm 
after winning the vote in a 2010 
special election, would have been up 

for a third term, but the 29-year-old 
mayor opted to turn her focus to 
urban planning, which she studied 
at Texas State University.

Johnson said the past five years 
that she has served as an elected 
official have commanded a lot of her 

time, and she hopes that in addi-
tion to dedicating more time to her 
career, she can also spend more 
time with family and on personal 
improvement.

As for whether she plans to return 
to public office in the future, the 

mayor said she can see herself com-
ing back to fill an elected role.

“I’ve never seen myself as some-
one who wants a lifetime career in 
politics,” Johnson said. “At the same 
time, I have enjoyed the work I have 
gotten to do as mayor.”

All city owned property 
became smoke-free    
Jan. 1. the ban applies 
to all smoking products, 
e-cigarettes and vaping 
devices in city-owned 
buildings, parks, athletic 
facilities and grounds. 

Smoking in all public places 
is banned starting June 1. the ban is 
applicable to banks, bars, restaurants, 
bingo halls, indoor music venues, 
schools, health care facilities, sports 
arenas, retail stores and more. 

Properties with permits to build outdoor 
smoking areas will have until Jan. 1, 
2015, to go smoke-free. 

Exempted from the ordinance are 
designated outdoor areas of bars and 
restaurants as well as e-cigarette and 
tobacco shops. 

Buda’s sales tax growth over the years

Source: City of San marcos

Source: texas Comptroller’s office

“People are staying here more than 
going to Austin,” Miller said. “People are 
shopping locally and staying in town.”

Buda’s sales tax collections have been on 
the rise for a decade. The city now brings 
in more in a typical quarter than it did in 
all of 2002, during which sales tax collec-
tions failed to reach the $1 million mark.

In 10 years, sales tax revenue has 
climbed nearly 230 percent, according to 
data from the Texas comptroller’s office.

With a limited geographical area and 
many retailers likely to capitalize on the 
market, demand is going to drive commer-
cial real estate prices up, Miller said.

“If they are not considering locating in 
Buda in the next couple of years, I think 
they are going to miss out on this opportu-
nity,” Miller said.

Lucy Johnson

RV Sales • Service • Parts

The more you know about RVs... 
the better we look!

1-800-781-7848 • 15855 S. IH-35, Exit #220 • Buda, Texas 78610 • CamperClinic2.com

Camper Clinic II is 
an exclusive lifetime 
warranty RV dealer.

• Pays 100% parts & labor* 
• No deductible 

• Nationwide service
(*On all covered components)

BUY WITH 
CONFIDENCE. 

Call for 
details today!
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FRoM ThE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, impactnews.com/sbk.

Buda City Council muffles music, adopts noise-restricting ordinance
By JJ Velasquez

Buda City Council all but pulled the 
plug on outdoor music when it adopted  
an ordinance Dec. 3 reducing the deci-
bel levels and restricting times during 
which loud noise can be produced.

The ordinance limits the decibel levels 
that can be produced during the day to 
63 decibels in residential areas, 70 deci-
bels in commercial areas and 80 decibels 
in industrial areas.

Levels at night are stricter, with 56 
the maximum in residential areas, 63 in 
commercial areas and 65 in industrial 
areas.

The commission recommended a 
version that would have implemented 
the reduced decibel levels at 9 p.m., but 
Councilwoman Angela Kennedy made 
a motion to amend the time on Fridays 
and Saturdays to 11:30 p.m.

On Sunday through Thursday, reduced 
decibel levels begin at 9 p.m.

The quieter decibel levels are in place 
until 7 a.m.

Adoption of the ordinance was not 
unanimous, however.

Councilwoman Eileen Altmiller 
opposed the measure because she 
believed the original ordinance was 

Most popular web 
stories from 2013

mobile-friendly, online-exclusive news
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook
impactnews.com/sbk-facebook

Follow us on twitter
@impactnews_sbk

subscribe to our e-newsletter at
impactnews.com/e-newsletter

soundly prepared.
She said it was reasonable for residents 

to expect quietness in their homes.
Buda, unlike Austin and San Marcos, 

is a quiet community, she said, suggest-
ing live music should move indoors.

“This is not about live music,” Alt-
miller said. “This about music that 
people can hear two blocks away—music 
that vibrates their walls.”

Buda’s budding downtown nightlife 
has left many who live in the historic 
district concerned about the noise that 
is produced from such music venues as 
the Tavern on Main and Cleveland’s and 
the possibility it might worsen should 
the area continue to grow.

Some musicians and business owners 
said the new restrictions are too strin-
gent and could make certain speaking 
levels illegal.

1   “Famed Lockhart pitmaster plans  
San marcos location” - July 8

2                                    “major developments proposed  
along Hwy. 21” – June. 20

3              “Proposed development could oust  
triple Crown, others” – dec. 4

4
 
“developers race to build movie  
theaters in Kyle” – Aug. 1

5
 
“rail line proposes stations in  
San marcos, Kyle” – July 18

6
 “Kyle Council approves 
entertainment complex” – June 21

7
 “San marcos post office relocates 
to Stagecoach trail” – Feb. 4

8
 “Apartments sprouting up 
throughout San marcos” – July 18

9
 
“developer planning 922-acre 
project on i-35” – June 20

10
 
“txdot revives plan for long-
delayed SH 45 SW” – oct. 17

“How did you get a ticket, honey?” 
“I raised my voice in Buda.”

—toni

READER 
FEEDBACK

In response to  
“Developer pulling plug on 
Kyle movie theater project”  
(January 2014 Web story) 

“Honestly I’m thrilled 
we’re getting some 
entertainment op-
tions, but I didn’t see 
two theaters being 
sustainable.”

—donito Burgess

“I was wondering 
when they were go-
ing to actually break 
ground on the project. 
Hopefully the other 
one will still come.”
—Christina tilley Vaca

“After living in San 
Marcos and seeing 
Texas Cinema’s prod-
uct, I’ll keep driving to 
Southpark Meadows 
shopping center.”

—ronald oswalt
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Every $25 spent downtown in 
February enters you into a drawing 

for $500 cash & downtown gifts!
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Apartment development moving 
through permitting in San Marcos
By Brett Thorne 
   San Marcos City Council voted to 
approve a rezoning request Jan. 7, 
2013, that would allow an Athens, 
Ga.–based developer to build a 291-
unit apartment complex on about 25 
acres near the San Marcos River. 
   As part of a development deal 
worked out between the Dovetail 
Companies and the city, the devel-
oper will donate 20 acres of the land 
for use as park space near its develop-
ment, The Woodlands of San Marcos.
   Much of the discussion on the issue 
focused on the development’s proxim-
ity to the San Marcos River. The tract 
was the largest undeveloped parcel 
along the river within the city limits.  

   The development is currently in 
the permitting process, a company 
official said. 
   Diane Wassenich, San Marcos 
River Foundation director said her 
main concern about the development 
is the flooding propensity of the area 
of the development. 
   Wassenich said a heavy flood, like 
that seen in 1998, could potentially 
flood the Woodlands and another 
nearby neighborhood. 
   “[The Oct. 30–31] flood was not a 
bad enough flood to make that hap-
pen. … This is going to be a problem 
in the future when we have a big flood 
in San Marcos, like we did in ’98,” 
Wassenich said. 
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Schulman Partners pulling the plug on first Kyle movie theater project
By JJ Velasquez

The first of two movie theater 
developers that had proposed to build 
entertainment complexes in Kyle is 
pulling out.

Mark Schulman, owner of Schul-
man Partners—a theater company 
that announced over 
the summer that it 
would build the first 
movie theater in the 
city of Kyle—, told 
Community Impact 
Newspaper on Jan. 9 
that Texas Cinema’s 
announcement to 
build a similar enter-
tainment complex 
without an incentive package forced 
the company’s hand.

“We are going to respectfully back 
out of the deal,” he said. “There is no 
reason to go forward with the process.

“This saves the city money in tax 
incentives and allows everybody to 
enjoy some type of entertainment. It 
won’t be us, but I’m sure [Texas Cin-
ema] will do a good job.”

Schulman Partners entered into 
an incentive agreement with the city 

of Kyle on June 20 to 
build what would have 
been Kyle’s first movie 
theater in the Village 
at Kyle, located at Kyle 
Parkway and I-35.

Two months 
later, Texas Cinema 
announced plans for 
a project at Kyle Town 
Centre near Kohler's 

Crossing and I-35.
When reached by phone Jan. 

9, Kyle Mayor Lucy Johnson was 
unaware of Schulman’s plans to 
withdraw its project.
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 “I’m sorry to hear him leave,” 
Johnson said. “For many years, 
Kyle has been trying to get a movie 
theater for the city’s residents. … 
Schulman was there from the begin-
ning and was willing to work with us 
when others weren’t.”

The incentive package, which could 
have amounted to $1.1 million in sales 
and property tax savings, was contin-
gent on the revenue the movie theater 
would have produced; therefore, no 
payouts were ever made to the com-
pany, the mayor said.

The 75,000-square-foot Texas 
Cinema project is slated for a Novem-
ber opening, Vice President Mitchell 
Roberts said.

“We are ready to go at this point,” 
he said. “We are currently waiting on 
our last round of permits from the city 
of Kyle and will begin construction as 
soon as those permits are released.
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As part of a deal between the city of San Marcos and Dovetail Companies, the developer of a multi-
family complex in the city, 20 acres of land near John Stokes Park is being used as parkland. 

“We have put every ounce of effort 
into ensuring that our project is noth-
ing short of extraordinary, and we are 
so excited to bring such a unique and 
exciting concept to the city of Kyle.”

The estimated price tag on the 
project ranges from $16 million to $18 
million, Roberts said.

It will feature 10 auditoriums and 
a large-format auditorium, a restau-
rant and bar, an arcade and a bowling 
center, he said.

When Schulman Partners 
announced its venture, plans 
included the same amenities.

“We have put  
every ounce of  
effort into ensuring  
that our project is  
nothing short of  
extraordinary. ...”

—mitchell roberts, texas Cinema 
vice president of development Texas Cinema’s 

development

800-994-POSTAL
PeoplesPostal.com

We are the #1 solution for all your shipping, 
packaging, storage & transportation needs!

“I don’t care who it’s from,
as long as it was sent with 

PEOPLE’S POSTAL!”

Become a People's Postal Patron and 
SAVE $1 OFF FLAT RATE SHIPPING 

Via UPS or Fedex. Sign up for FREE online & use promo code: JANCI

personnel, inc
riorityP

Skilled temporary & long-term employment opportunities. 
Light Industrial, Offi ce/Clerical, Technical, Professional and Retail.

Better People. Better Jobs. 
Better Period.

Apply with us today for great job opportunities!

512-392-2323
prioritypersonnel.com

Equal Opportunity Employer
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Alcohol boom: Buda, Kyle reaping 
benefits from looser liquor laws 

Buda’s newly opened skate park 
provides home for local boarders

By JJ Velasquez
Tax allocations from alcohol sales in 

Buda and Kyle nearly doubled in 2013 
from 2012, when voters in the cities 
authorized loosened liquor laws.

“That doesn’t surprise me one bit,” 
Buda Mayor Todd Ruge said. “Before 
we had [on-premises sales of] liquor 
by the drink, really the only place you 
could get a mixed drink was Logan’s 
or Chili’s. The ability to have these 
restaurants sell mixed drinks has 
really helped.”

Ruge said the relaxed liquor laws 
have given a boost to downtown. As 
the city’s master plan to revitalize the 
area gets underway, drinking estab-
lishments will be an integral part of 
the conversation, he said.

Before the rules changed, Kyle 
and Buda restaurants could only sell 
mixed drinks as long as food made up 
51 percent of their sales.

Furthermore, in Buda, laws forbade 
the operation of liquor stores.

The mayor said the revenue from 
mixed-beverage tax allocation, more 
than $16,000 in 2013, will go into the 
city’s general fund. The money could 
support capital improvement projects, 
of which there are several the City 

By JJ Velasquez
Buda teens would find themselves 

in danger while traveling to the area’s 
skateboarding haunts, Manuel Jay 
Enriquez said.

Often, this meant braving heavy 
traffic, poor road conditions and non-
existent lighting to reach what were 
mainly drainage ditches or private 
property, he said.

Those days may now be over.
The Jackson 

Tyler Norris 
Memorial Skate 
Park, located at 480 
S. Loop 4, Buda, 
opened Dec. 14. 
The 10,000-square-
foot skate park 
drew dignitaries 
and skateboarding enthusiasts alike.

“The only thing I’m a little disap-
pointed about is that it had to take a 
tragedy to happen to finally commit 
to a park,” Enriquez said. 

The park’s namesake, a teenage 
skateboarder from Buda, died after 
being struck by a vehicle in June 2011.

News of the tragedy garnered 
strong support behind an initiative to 
build a city skate park, Ruge said.

With funding from Hays County 
available for parks and recreational 
use, a parcel of land in Buda sitting 
unused and the community sup-
porting the idea, City Council began 
examining the possibility in earnest. 
Also, there was a void in programs 
for teenage children, Ruge said.

“When we were thinking about 
which budgets to propose, this proj-
ect shot right to the top,” he said.

Amber Mitchell, 
who grew up in Buda, 
said the city has 
needed a skate park 
for years.

Her friends who 
rode their skate-
boards around 
neighborhoods would 

often get in trouble for trespassing, 
she said.

Now that the city has a safe 
environment in which to practice 
the sport, she is glad her son and his 
friends have taken it up.

“This is their own hobby, and they 
can turn it into a career or do what 
they want to do with it,” Mitchell said.

The park is open seven days a week 
from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.

On Dec. 14, the Jackson Tyler Norris Memorial Skate Park, located at 480 S. Loop 4, Buda, was 
unveiled to the community. The event drew dignitaries, business owners and skateboarding 
enthusiasts alike to the 10,000-square-foot skate park.
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Council hopes to tackle, he added.
Kyle Police Chief Jeff Barnett said 

no negative results have spawned from 
the resolution to relax liquor laws, 
which passed in Kyle in May 2012.

Businesses know that if problems 
arise from their vending of alcoholic 
drinks, their Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission license could be at stake, 
he said.

“Each of them, regardless of their 
sales, have all been very cooperative 
and very mindful that part of their job 
is to be good community stewards,” 
Barnett said.

With a 146-percent increase in 
allocation, Kyle received more than 
$14,000 more in tax revenue from 
mixed-beverage sales in 2013 than it 
did in 2012.

Buda, whose allocation dollars rose 
by 40 percent, could see more growth 
with new businesses setting up shop, 
Ruge said.

Buda residents had no choice but 
to venture into Austin or San Marcos 
for a mixed drink, but now they can 
spend their money locally, he said.

“It gives citizens a chance to stay in 
town and keep tax dollars in Buda,” 
Ruge said.

alcoholic beverage tax allocations 
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$16,423.50

$11,716.31

$23,864.33

$9,702.62

“When we were 
thinking about 
which budgets to 
propose, this project 
shot right to the top.”

—Buda mayor todd ruge
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Providing a Continuum of Quality Health Services

At Corridor Primary Care, our skilled team of Pediatric 
and Internal Medicine physicians offer comprehensive 
medical care for your entire family. Conveniently located in 
the heart of San Marcos, with a Pediatric satellite office in 
Kyle, our courteous and knowledgeable staff works hard 
from first contact to make every visit to our office positive.

CORRIDOR PRIMARY CARE PEDIATRICS
512-392-1700 | www.corridorpd.com

601B Leah Ave. • San Marcos, TX
181 Kirkham Circle • Kyle, TX

CORRIDOR PRIMARY CARE INTERNAL MEDICINE 
512-396-1000 | www.corridorim.com

601A Leah Ave. • San Marcos, TX
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last year these businesses had opened, were coming soon or relocated. 
Here are updates on how they are doing now.

Kent Black’s Barbecue is expected to 
open at 500 Hull St. in April. 

Lee St.

Hull St.
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In July, Kent Black, general 
manager of Black’s Barbecue in 
Lockhart, announced he would 
be opening a spinoff restaurant 
in San Marcos. Black said the San 
Marcos location is on track to 
open in April at 500 Hull St.

Fans of Black’s famed Lockhart 
location will feel right at home in 
the new restaurant, which will be 
called Kent Black’s Barbecue, he 
said.

“It’s going to be a similar style 
[to the Lockhart location],” Black 
said. “I was born and raised in 
that cooking tradition, so we 
expect to continue in that tradi-
tion. If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.”

A sewing hobbyist, Barbara Jacobs 
was hooked on the bridal business after 
helping out with a friend’s wedding.

What started as a labor of love for 
the Air Force veteran is now a one-stop 
shop in Buda for her customers’ wed-
ding needs: The Bridal Tapestry.

Although one wedding can entail 
months of work, seeing her clients’ 
dreams come true rewards all the 
effort, Jacobs said.

“They’ll come in, and they’ll have a 
vision,” she said of her clients. “We just 
help them complete that.”

The Bridal Tapestry opened in April 
and provides alterations, customiza-
tions, specialized veils, headpieces 
and monogramming, among other 
services, she said.

The space on Main Street in Buda’s 
downtown also offers a venue for 
receptions.

Among the emphases for the bridal 
shop in 2014 will be its custom veil 
line, monogramming, prom wear and 
its ready-to-wear offerings, Jacobs said. 

Texans could do a lot more to 
live sustainably in Brad Craig’s 
estimation.

The Australian transplant settled 
in Kyle about three years ago and 
could not believe how much catch-
ing up Central Texas has to do with 
regard to sustainable living.

“[Eco-friendly designs] are things 
that have been industry standard in 
Australia for 20 years plus, and here 
it’s all a new buzzword,” Craig said.

The Aussie went from being a fully 
licensed builder in his home country 
to taking a job at The Home Depot 
in Texas.

Craig said that helped him get 
his foot in the door and learn the 
construction standards in the United 
States. He has since left the home 
improvement store.

Green building is one of the 
emphases of his home design busi-
ness, which he began in 2013.

Gutters to capture rainwater, metal 
roofing and solar passive design are 
incorporated into his designs.

Among his aims in 2014 are to 
further his design work and get back 
into building, which was part of his 
resume in Australia.

Kent Black’s Barbecue

The Bridal Tapestry Australian Lifestyle 
Design Studio
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owner Barbara Jacobs hopes to build on 
her first year in the bridal shop business.
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Brad Craig brings eco-friendly home 
designs from the Land down under.

500 Hull St., San marcos
www.blacksbbq.com

606 main St., Buda
512-295-2903
www.thebridaltapestry.com
Hours: tue.–Sat. 11 a.m.–6 p.m

512-905-7758
www.australianlifestyledesign.com
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By Brett Thorne

By JJ Velasquez
By JJ Velasquez

olympic outdoor Center

The Olympic Outdoor Center 
is a San Marcos–based nonprofit 
organization that provides canoe-
ing and kayaking lessons for 
everyone from at-risk youth to 
wounded veterans. 

In 2013, the organization 
expanded its services to include 
more veterans and owner Ben 
Kvanli said the organization plans 
to continue its mission in 2014. 

Kvanli said he plans to take 
a group of children to the 2014 
World Championships of Canoe-
ing and Kayaking in western 
Maryland in September. 

Membership within the organi-
zation is $35 per month and allows 
members access to boats, paddle-
boards and other gear, he said. 
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Ben Kvanli’s work includes providing 
kayaking lessons for wounded veterans. 
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602 N. i-35, San marcos
512-203-0093
www.olympicoutdoorcenter.com
Call for appointments

Air Force vet helps fulfill 
wedding visions Aussie flavor spices up 

home design

San Marcos to welcome Lockhart barbecue in April

San Marcos kayaker 
plans return trip 
to international 
competition in 2014

By Brett Thorne

Complimentary on-site design service 
with purchase of  $1000 or more!

15% OFF ANY PURCHASE

Cannot be combined. One coupon per customer. Exp. 2-19-14.

Stylish furniture, home decor 
& pottery at affordable prices!

2521 S. IH-35 • San Marcos, Texas
Exit 201, North of  Outlet Malls • www.Palzz.net

Come experiencecece

 503 South Loop 4 in Buda, texas 
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Goforth Rd.

15% OFF any purchase
Coupon must be present. One per customer. Cannot be combined. Exp. 2-19-14.

ACROSS FROM JACKSON TYLER NORRIS SKATE PARK

Skate 
park

Buda 
Skate
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hays County Commissioners Court San Marcos City Council
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Meetings
the Hays County 
Commissioners Court 
meets tuesdays at 9 a.m. 

County Courthouse
111 San Antonio St.
San marcos
512-393-2205

Meetings
City Council meets at 5:30 
p.m. the first and third 
tuesday of each month. 

City Hall
630 E. Hopkins St.
San marcos
512-393-8000

Big decisions made in 2013
major water contract
in September, the county entered into 
a water reservation agreement with 
Forestar real Estate Group, an Austin-
based company looking to pump up to 
45,000 acre-feet of water annually from 
leases it has in Bastrop and Lee counties.

1115 medicaid waivers 
the county has partnered with Live oak 
Health Partners to deliver health care 
to Hays County residents. using 1115 
medicaid waivers, the county is able to 
get $1.25 of federal money for every $1 it 
spends on health care. Hays County Judge 
Bert Cobb said the county has become a 
leader in the state of using the waivers.

Transportation plan
the county completed a nearly two-year 
process of creating a transportation 
master plan in early 2013. the county’s 
previous plan was adopted in the early 
2000s, and more than 60,000 people 
have moved to Hays County since that 
plan was adopted. 

continued work on fm 1626 
Since 2012, the county has been working 
to expand Fm 1626, which provides many 
Hays County residents an alternative to 
i-35 when traveling to Austin. the road will 
be widened to include four lanes and a 
continuous left-turn lane. the first phase is 
expected to be completed in late 2014.

Media coverage
Commissioners Court 
meetings are streamed 
online at www.co.hays.
tx.us/commcourtlive

Media Coverage
meetings are broadcast 
on time Warner’s 
Channel 10 and 
Grande’s Channel 
16. meetings are also 
streamed online at 
www.ci.san-marcos.
tx.us/videos 

Terms and  
compensation
the County Judge 
earns $81,411.00 and 
commissioners earn  
$68,339.52 annually. they 
serve four-year terms. 

Terms and  
compensation
the mayor receives a 
stipend of $750 per month; 
council members receive 
$500 per month. they each 
serve four-year terms.
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Top issues for 2014
economic development
Commissioners Court has made the 
decision to stop giving tax breaks as a form 
of an economic development incentive. 
instead, the county has begun favoring tax 
rebates, which are offered when companies 
reach certain goals. Cobb said Hays County 
is intent on attracting quality employers to 
improve the county’s economy. 

education
Cobb said voter approval of bonds for 
school districts throughout the county 
means education will be a hot topic in 2014. 
San marcos CiSd approved $77 million of 
bond projects in 2013. Hays CiSd is also 
considering calling a bond election in may. 

agriculture center
“We need a new generation of farmers,” 
Cobb said. the county is hoping to 
address this need by working with texas 
State university and texas A&m university 
to develop an agriculture education center 
in San marcos. Work on that project will 
be ongoing throughout the year. 

Transportation
the county will continue work on many 
of the projects using the $207 million 
worth of road bonds approved by voters 
in November 2008, Cobb said. through 
the texas department of transportation’s 
pass-thru financing program, up to  
$133 million will be refunded to the county. 

Top issues for 2014
implementation of quiet zones
Guerrero said the city will begin 
implementing quiet zones this year. 
Phase 1 of the quiet zone project will 
convert 26 railroad crossings to quiet 
zones that will include signs alerting 
motorists and pedestrians that 
trains will not be using horns in the 
area, medians to prevent cars from 
going around crossing guards and 
additional safety features at some 
intersections.  

construction of loop 82 
overpass
the Loop 82 overpass will allow 
motorists to drive over the union 
Pacific train tracks that intersect 
Aquarena Springs drive near texas 
State university. officials from the 
texas department of transportation 
said the project is expected to begin 
in winter 2014 and end in winter 2016. 

land development code rewrite
the city of San marcos’ new 
comprehensive plan has been 
adopted, but for that plan to be 
implemented, the city must rewrite 
its land development code. the 
land development code guides 
development in the city and 
determines density and what types 
of development are preferable in 
certain areas. 

Big decisions made in 2013
approval of comprehensive plan
San marcos mayor daniel Guerrero said 
the biggest accomplishment in 2013 was 
the completion of the city’s comprehensive 
plan. the plan was adopted by City 
Council in April and guides everything from 
residential and commercial development to 
environmental and resource protection. 

smoking ordinance
on oct. 2, San marcos City Council 
approved an ordinance that bans smoking 
on all city-owned property as well as in 
public indoor areas. the first part of the 
ban, which applies to smoking on city-
owned property, took effect Jan. 1. Public 
indoor smoking at businesses such as bars 
and restaurants will be banned June 1. the 
ordinance provides exceptions for smoking 
on patios and using e-cigarettes in vape 
shops. 

lone star rail funding
on dec. 17, a mechanism was put in place 
to fund Lone Star rail, a commuter rail 
system that when fully built out will connect 
north Austin and San Antonio. Stops are 
currently planned in Kyle and San marcos 
with the potential for a Buda station as well. 
San marcos will fund its share of the project 
through a tax increment reinvestment zone, 
which will capture the increases in property 
and sales tax collections in the zone over a 
certain period of time. 

Hays County Judge Bert Cobb (center) said 2014 is the most exciting time in Hays County’s history. San Marcos City Council welcomed a new council member, Lisa Prewitt (third from right), in 2013. 
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Meetings
City Council meets at  
7 p.m. the first and third 
tuesdays of every month.  

Kyle City Hall
100 W. Center St., Kyle 
512-262-1010  
www.cityofkyle.com

Meetings
City Council meets at  
6:30 p.m. the first and third 
tuesday of the month.

Buda City Hall
121 main St., Buda
512-312-0084
www.ci.buda.tx.us

Big decisions made in 2013
road bond
the city had a successful road bond 
election in may, when voters approved 
$36 million to fund improvements to five 
city roads: Bunton Creek, Lehman and 
Goforth roads as well as Burleson Street 
and marketplace Avenue.

Kayac
in 2013, Kyle City Council authorized the 
formation of the Kyle Area Youth Advisory 
Council. the advisory council is 
composed of presidents from area high 
school classes and now features an 
honorary nonvoting representative who 
sits on the dais at council meetings.

annexations
on dec. 18, the council authorized the 
annexation of about 300 acres on the 
city’s eastern boundary. the process 
began in the summer with more than 
2,500 acres at stake. But not all of the 
entities involved in the process were 
formally notified of the annexation 
proceedings, so the process was 
delayed.

new city engineer
the city hired Leon Barba on Nov. 22 as 
its city engineer, a position last held by 
Steven Widacki, who resigned from his 
post in September. Carrying out the road 
improvement bond approved in may is 
among the top items on Barba’s to-do list.

Big decisions made in 2013
Transportation master plan 
the city adopted a transportation master 
plan in the summer. Springing from its 
comprehensive plan and using data from 
the Hays County transportation master 
Plan, CAmPo, Capital metro, the city of 
Austin and other entities, the master plan 
provides a road map for the city’s long-
term transportation needs. 

skate park opening
on dec. 14, the Jackson tyler Norris 
memorial Skate Park, located at 480 
S. Loop 4, Buda, was unveiled to the 
community. the event drew dignitaries, 
business owners and skateboarding 
enthusiasts alike to the 10,000-square-
foot skate park. the park was named 
after Jackson tyler Norris, a teenage 
skateboarder from Buda who died after 
being struck by a vehicle in June 2011.

noise ordinance 
City Council established in december 
a noise-restricting ordinance that aims 
to temper concerns of some downtown 
residents who feel outdoor music at local 
establishments is creating a nuisance. 
But musicians and business owners feel 
the restrictions are too stringent. the 
ordinance—which places decibel level 
restrictions for commercial, industrial and 
residential areas during certain times—
may be revisited as part of the city’s 
downtown master plan process.

Top issues for 2014 
hire full-time city attorney
in the midst of a legal battle with 
water utility provider monarch, the city 
of Kyle has been without a full-time 
city attorney. the city hired its first 
in-house attorney in 2012 upon the 
recommendation of City manager 
Lanny Lambert, but Julian Grant 
resigned in march. Assistant City 
Attorney Cody Faulk and a contract 
attorney have handled those duties in 
the interim.

complete annexations
the City Council plans on returning 
to the annexation issue after several 
properties were not formally informed 
of the process and annexation was 
put on hold so that the city could 
meet its statutory requirements. more 
than 2,000 acres could potentially 
be at stake if the council revisits the 
properties it considered in 2013.

downtown growth
Plans to beautify the downtown 
area as well as promote economic 
development in and around Center 
Street are slated to begin this year. 
one process will entail the fostering 
of a clean and safe area in which to 
shop and socialize; another involves 
rewriting land development code, 
rezoning and incentivizing growth so 
that more businesses will move in.

Top issues for 2014
downtown master plan 
the city is undertaking a months-long 
master planning process to guide future 
development downtown. Changes that will 
be considered include signage, walking 
areas and parking; regulatory changes; 
marketing strategies; operational changes; 
and measures of success. the public 
input process will include focus groups, 
town hall meetings and meetings of an 
informal advisory committee. officials 
hope the process will take steps toward 
cementing the historic district as the 
“heart of the community.”

roads
improvements to Fm 967 and Fm 2770 
are in the planning process. A dedicated 
turning lane to improve traffic flow on Fm 
967 and repaving of the two roads are in 
order, according to mayor todd ruge. the 
city is working with the texas department 
of transportation as well as Hays County 
on the delivery of these projects. 

flood recovery 
the Halloween floods of 2013 wreaked 
devastation in Buda, especially in onion 
Creek Village, Buda Elementary School 
and the Buda Fire department. in total, 
more than $1 million in property damage 
was reported, and the city plans to 
address concerns related to the flood. its 
drainage master plan is to be brought up 
to date and perhaps increased in scope.

Media  
Coverage
Kyle City Council 
meetings are 
streamed online 
at www.ustream.
tv/channel/kyle-
city-council

Media Coverage
meetings are not televised 
or streamed online.

Terms and  
compensation
the mayor and city council 
members earn $100 and $50 per 
meeting, respectively, mayor Lucy 
Johnson and Councilman david 
Wilson declined their stipends. 
they serve three-year terms. 

Terms and  
compensation
the mayor and council 
members earn $75 and 
$50 stipends per meeting, 
respectively. they serve 
three-year terms.
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Member SIPC
Shirley C Malone
Financial Advisor
512-312-2332 • 203 Railroad St. Suite 1B • Buda, TX 78610
Shirley.malone@edwardjones.com

www.edwardjones.com

New to the area? Unfamiliar with the Edward Jones way of doing business? 
Take an hour or so to learn how we work with millions of individual investors. 
Together, we can create and implement an investment strategy designed to help 
you achieve your long-term fi nancial goals. We customize our recommendations 
based on our clients’ current situations, objectives and risk tolerance.

Call today to schedule a no-cost, no-obligation portfolio review.

Let’s Get to Know One Another.
In the Neighborhood? SPANISH OAKS                    ESTATES

Near LOCKHART Near Hwy 20 & 130
SpanishOaksEstates.com (512) 695-3532

RESTRICTED TO STICK BUILT HOMES
AFFORDABLE LARGE ACREAGE LOTS 

SUBDIVISION CONSTRUCTION COMPLETE!
SELECT YOUR HOMESITE TODAY!

Mayor Lucy Johnson (fourth from left) has announced she will not seek re-election in 2014. Councilwoman Angela Kennedy (second from left) was elected in Buda’s November election.
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the regional transit plan is designed 
to improve mobility in Central texas. 
Project Connect launched in February 
2013 and is spearheaded by the city 
of Austin, Capital metro and the Lone 
Star rail district, which is planning a 
regional passenger rail line from San 
Antonio to Georgetown.

Project Connect will include a variety 
of transit options, such as bus-rapid 
transit, express buses, urban rail, 
commuter rail and regional rail.

the project is broken into five different 
priority corridors. the top priority is 
the North Corridor that stretches from 
downtown Austin to Georgetown. the 

North Corridor team reviewed three 
project alternatives in 2013 and will 
present the locally preferred alternative 
to residents in early 2014. the team 
is reaching out to staff and elected 
officials in Austin, Georgetown, Hutto, 
Pflugerville and round rock for 
support and participation.

the Central Corridor Advisory Group is 
assisting Austin mayor Lee Leffingwell 
in selecting the route for the next 
high-capacity transit investment that 
could include urban rail. the group 
will present its preferred route in June. 
A bond package could be brought 
before voters in November 2014.

AirPort uPdAtE

1  
austin-bergstrom  

      international airport
Spokesman Jason Zielinski said an 
expansion on the east side of the 
terminal is already underway to add 
10 security checkpoint lanes and 
expand customs.

Projects expected to begin in 2014 
include a seven-gate expansion to the 
east end of the terminal. december 
estimates for the project were between 
$120 million and $140 million, he said.

Airport car rental businesses will move 
operations to a new consolidated rental 
car facility set to open in 2015. the 

project will cost $150 million. 

2  san marcos municipal airport
the city airport saw an influx of users 
because of the Formula one race in 
November. Airport manager Stephen 
Alexander said the municipal facility 
rehabilitated a taxiway and developed 
the north side of the airport in 2013. 
the two projects together cost  
$4.6 million.

in 2014, the airport will reconstruct 
one of its three 5,300-foot runways, he 
said. the reconstruction project will 
cost almost $5 million and is part of 
routine pavement maintenance. 

map not to scale

Project areas

toll roads

Roads

Compiled by Amy Denney,  
JP Eichmiller, Audrey Spencer,  
Brett Thorne and Beth Wade

this transportation 
update includes projects 
that have regional 
significance or that could 
provide much-needed 
mobility in the austin 
metro area. Regionally 
significant projects 
must be included in the 
long-range plan for the 
capital area metropolitan 
planning organization, 
which coordinates 
transportation planning 
efforts in six central 
texas counties. see page 
19 for more information.

tRanspoRtation   UPDatE

110

6

San marcos 
municipal Airport

2

5

Yarrington rd.

Kohler’s 
Crossing
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1  i-35
the texas department of 
transportation has implemented the 
Capital Area improvement Program 
that will improve mobility and 
connectivity on i-35 in Hays, travis 
and Williamson counties.

in August, txdot released its corridor 
implementation plan that identifies 
short-, mid- and long-term strategies 
for i-35 between SH 45 N and SH 
45 SE in travis County. the plan 
outlines improvements at specified 
intersections and the addition of the 
Future transportation Corridor that 
could be general-purpose, managed 
or express lanes, or another type of 
special-use lane. 
www.mobility35.org

2  fm 1626
the conversion of Fm 1626 to a 
four-lane roadway with a continuous 
left-turn lane is intended to relieve 
congestion and improve safety on 
the heavily trafficked road that runs 
through Kyle and Buda. the project 
will be executed in two phases. the 
first phase of the project includes a 
6.8-mile stretch from Fm 967 in Buda 
to Brodie Lane in Austin. the second 
phase includes reconstruction from 
Fm 967 to Fm 2770 in Kyle. 

Phase 1 cost: $31.7 million with an 
eventual $36.4 million reimbursement 
from txdot  
Phase 2 cost: $37.2 million with an 
eventual $35.3 million reimbursement 
from txdot  
Estimated Phase 1 completion:  
Late 2014 
Estimated Phase 2 completion:  
Late 2015

3  roundabout at fm 1626 and  
      Kohler’s crossing
A proposal to build a roundabout at 
the intersection of Kohler’s Crossing 
and Fm 1626 in Kyle was tabled in 
September in order to wait for the 
results of a traffic study aimed at 
determining whether the intersection 
might warrant a traffic signal. mayor 
Lucy Johnson said the results of the 
traffic study determined the section did 
warrant a traffic signal, but because it 
barely met the warrant standards and 
txdot has limited funds, a signal is 
not guaranteed. Another traffic study 
will be conducted during the spring to 
determine the affect that ACC Hays has 
on traffic in the area. Johnson said a 
final decision for the intersection could 
be at least a year away. 

4  buda truck bypass

Hays County Precinct 2 Commissioner 
mark Jones said engineering is 
underway on an extension of the 
truck bypass in Buda from its current 
stopping point at Fm 967 to its ultimate 
ending point at Fm 1626. the project is 
intended to move shipping trucks out of 
downtown Buda. the bypass currently 
runs from i-35 to Fm 967, and Jones 
said that portion will be widened. 

Cost: unknown 
Estimated completion of 
engineering: Fall 2014 

5  yarrington bridge overpass

A contract to widen the Yarrington 
road bridge over i-35 to include two 
lanes of traffic in either direction was 
awarded in late 2013. the project also 
includes conversion of access roads 
between Center Street and Yarrington 
road to one-way traffic. the four-lane 
conversion is a temporary change 
until the road can be fully converted 
to include six lanes. it will eventually 
connect with Fm 110 on the west. 

Cost: $12.22 million 
Estimated completion: Spring 2015 

6  fm 110

Fm 110, which is also known as the San 
marcos Loop, will give drivers passing 
through San marcos an alternative to 
i-35. the loop will begin at mcCarty 
Lane in south San marcos and will run 
east of the city, reconnecting with i-35 
at Yarrington road. County officials 
opened the first segment of the loop, 
which connects mcCarty road with 
Hwy. 123 on Jan. 17. 

the project is part of a partnership 
between the city of San marcos and 
Hays County. City officials have said 
they expect the road will lead to 
economic development in the area. 

Cost: $61.5 million 
Estimated completion:  
Late 2015–early 2016 

7  lbJ drive and guadalupe st.      
      two-way conversion

San marcos City Council directed city 
staff to begin moving forward with 
a plan to convert Guadalupe Street 
and LBJ drive from one-way to two-
way traffic. the conversion will open 
the roads to increased economic 
development and improve safety, 
officials have said. 

Cost: $2.5 million  
Estimated completion: unknown

the Central texas regional mobility Authority is an independent agency that 
oversees several toll road projects in the region—including those seen below—and 
coordinates with other transportation agencies, including the texas department of 
transportation.

1  moPac improvement Project

Construction began in december on 
the 11-mile project that stretches from 
Parmer Lane to just north of Lady 
Bird Lake. the project will add one 
toll lane in each direction. tolls will 
be adjusted based on real-time traffic 
volumes and will increase when traffic 
is heavier. www.mopacexpress.com

Cost: $200 million 
Timeline: Late 2015 full completion

2  moPac south

the mobility Authority began an 
environmental study in 2013 on moPac 
from Cesar Chavez Street to Slaughter 
Lane. options for improving mobility 
include adding express toll lanes. 
Community meetings are underway 
and will continue throughout the study. 
www.mopacsouth.com

Cost: Not known 
Timeline: to be complete by 2016

3  hwy. 71

txdot plans to add a toll lane in 
each direction on Hwy. 71 between 
Presidential Boulevard, which is the 
main entrance to Austin-Bergstrom 
international Airport, and SH 130. it also 
plans to build a bridge over SH 130 with 
ramps connecting the toll lanes and SH 
130. www.sh71express.com

Cost: $141 million 
Timeline: Late 2016 full completion

4  sh 45 sW

txdot has initiated an environmental 
study to improve mobility in southern 
travis and northern Hays counties in 
an area between moPac and Fm 1626. 
Community meetings are underway 
and will continue throughout 2014 to 
discuss the highway. 

Cost: Not known 
Timeline: Environmental study to be 
complete in 2015

BuSES

carTs

the Capital Area rural transportation 
System offers an interurban bus service 
among many Central texas cities. 
in January, a stop will be added at 
Seton medical Center Hays in Kyle. An 
additional route between texas State 
university’s round rock and San 
marcos campuses will also be added 
in 2014. 

capital metro
the city of Buda was considering 
working with Capital metro to offer bus 
service between Buda and Southpark 
meadows, but money was not 
earmarked in the 2014 budget for that 
service, Assistant City manager Brian 
LaBorde said. there is still a possibility 
the council will revisit the issue later in 
the year, LaBorde said. 

The first segment of FM 110 opened on 
Jan. 17. 

rAiL

lone star rail
the Lone Star rail district board of 
directors approved a draft contract 
with engineering firm Burns & 
mcdonnell to begin the environmental 
study for the planned passenger 
rail system that would stretch from 
Georgetown to San Antonio. rail 

manager Joe Black said he expects 
the contract to be completed and the 
study to begin in the first quarter of 
2014.

San marcos City Council approved 
creation of a tax increment 
reinvestment zone to help fund its 
share of the project in december. 
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San Marcos city staffers are planning for 
the conversion of Guadalupe Street and LBJ 
Drive from one-way to two-way traffic. 

CARTS service will continue in the cities of Kyle and San Marcos in 2014. 
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Medpark 
Hearing Center

&
San Marcos Ear, Nose and Th roat

Whether it’s earwax removal, middle ear infection, 
conductive (medically treatable) or sensori neural 

(permanent) hearing loss, we can address and 
treat all of your auditory conditions in the most 

professional and timely manner.

FREE HEARING SCREENING & 
IN-HOUSE REPAIRS ON ANY BRAND!

Anthony Atencio, HIS
Hearing Instrument Specialist

Edward Tomaneng, MD
Ear, Nose & Th roat Specialist

512-353-8899
MedparkHearingCenter.com

2000 B&C Medical Parkway • San Marcos, TX 78666

REFER A 
FRIEND GET 

$100 OFF 
YOUR NEXT 
PAYMENT! 

$100 OFF

We Offer Great Deals 
on Pre-Owned 

Vehicles & RVs! 
In-House 

Financing Available!

35

2001

Buda

967
1626

512-295-3642
17100 IH 35

Buda, TX 78610
Mon.-Sat. 9am-6pm 

Closed Sunday
www.griffi nmotors-buda.com

Happy New Y ear!

Start the new year in a new car!
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512-396-8736
101 E. Hopkins St. • San Marcos, TX

CentralTXBallet.com
Monday - Friday 12PM-9PM, Saturday 

9AM-12PM, Sunday Closed

First Class FREE
Cannot be combined. One per customer. 

Expires 2-19-14.

Ballet • Pointe • Tap • Jazz • Contemporary • Mommy, Daddy & Me
DANCE CLASSES FOR AGES 18 MO. & UP

Central Texas Ballet Conservatory
Discipline. Harmony. Perseverance.

FABULOUS FASHIONS.
ELABORATE EVENTS.

ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES.
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER. 

EXPIRES 2-19-14.

www.allthebestTiaras.com • 512-262-0113
5401 S. FM 1626, Ste. 185 • Kyle, TX (Kyle Marketplace with HEB Plus)

Monday - Saturday 10AM-6PM • Sunday 12PM-6PM

$50 OR MORE!

Central Texas agency coordinates 
regional transportation planning
By Amy Denney 

Planning for transportation projects 
that are regionally significant or use 
state and federal dollars takes coordi-
nation throughout many jurisdictions.

That’s where the Capital Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organiza-
tion provides assistance. CAMPO 
and other MPOs—there are 25 in 
Texas—are federally mandated to 
provide this kind of coordination and 
to create long-term regional plans that 
set transportation visions, CAMPO 
Director Maureen McCoy said.

CAMPO is governed by its policy 
board, which includes representatives 
from cities and counties in CAMPO’s 
six-county region in Central Texas: 
Bastrop, Burnet, Caldwell, Hays, Tra-
vis and Williamson counties.

Regional planning
Every five years, federal law requires 

CAMPO to approve a long-range plan. 
The agency is working on its 2040 
plan that will be approved in May 
2015. The plan includes transportation 
and transit projects that are regionally 
significant, meaning the project would 
serve regional transportation needs 
such as MoPac, I-35, Capital Metro’s 
MetroRail and MetroRapid, RM 1431 
in Cedar Park and RM 1460 between 
Georgetown and Round Rock.

“When you look at the planning for 
major regional arterials, that’s where 
CAMPO comes into play,” said Travis 
County Judge Sam Biscoe, who has 
served on CAMPO’s policy board for 
14 years.

McCoy said CAMPO asks each 
member jurisdiction, including 
Capital Metro, Lone Star Rail District, 
the Texas Department of Transporta-
tion and the Central Texas Regional 
Mobility Authority, to submit a list of 
projects for which they plan to have 
funding available for in 2040.

of funding and selecting projects, 
McCoy said it can be confusing.

“There seems to be so many 
nuances,” she said. “I think the public 
should know, and they should under-
stand how complex [the process] is 
and yet in spite of all that we really 
want to hear from them.”

Public involvement
The CAMPO 2040 plan includes a 

program to give residents an opportu-
nity to weigh in on the plan. McCoy 
said CAMPO has been meeting with 
residents to ask what challenges they 
see in their communities. Residents 
may also submit ideas to the organiza-
tion’s website, www.campotexas.org, 
under the “Get Involved” tab.

Conley said Hays County reaches 
out for public input through news 

Williamson County Commissioner 
Cynthia Long, who sits on CAMPO’s 
policy board, said, the long-range plan 
helps set the direction of what projects 
will be prioritized and ensures local 
jurisdictions are respected during the 
planning process.

“What might be the right thing in 
Austin might not be the right thing 
in Cedar Park, Georgetown or Round 
Rock,” she said. “We need to make sure 
everyone is engaged in the process.”

Funding 
CAMPO also has a say in selecting 

projects for its plan that use federal 
and state dollars made available 
through TxDOT. 

Hays County Commissioner Will 
Conley, who serves as CAMPO’s pol-
icy board chairman, said the county 
has focused on getting projects shovel-
ready when CAMPO solicits projects 
that could be federally funded.

“Our county has been very aggres-
sive in preparing projects,” he said. 
“It’s one of the biggest reasons we’ve 
been so successful in landing state and 
federal dollars.”

Biscoe said Travis County has not 
been as aggressive in securing projects 
as Hays and Williamson counties.

“Unlike smaller counties, we have 
not spent money doing design work, 
right of way acquisition or environ-
mental work on major projects,” he 
said. “State and federal money is spent 
on shovel-ready projects. That’s a hefty 
investment up front.”

Long said local jurisdictions have to 
be wise in choosing projects to submit 
to CAMPO to ensure the local fund-
ing match will not be burdensome.

“CAMPO ... needs to be sensitive to 
the fact that local jurisdictions have 
[funding] plans in place,” she said.

Because so many transportation 
agencies are involved in the process 

releases, social media and email lists. 
“It’s important [residents] take 

those plans and let us know what will 
be the best path forward, whether that 
be rail, roads or transit or a combina-
tion of any of the above.”

McCoy said it is important to hear 
from residents in all six counties 
regarding its 2040 plan because differ-
ent communities have different priori-
ties related to transportation.

“The document itself should reflect 
what the aspiration of the community 
is,” McCoy said. “We’re just the ones 
that are interpreting that, but if we 
don’t hear from the public, then we 
can only go on what we hear.”

GrOwING 
FootpriNt
When it was founded in the 1970s, 
CAmPo’s primary focus was in and 
around the city of Austin. Since then, 
the organization’s area of study has 
grown to include all of Bastrop, Burnet, 
Caldwell, Hays, travis and Williamson 
counties—an area that includes more 
than 1.75 million residents. 

camPo FASt FACtS

What is next: 
the CAmPo board is soliciting input 
from elected officials, transportation 
planners and other regional stakehold-
ers as well as residents as it develops 
the CAmPo 2040 regional transpor-
tation Plan. the plan will receive final 
approval by may 2015. 

What it does: 
CAmPo officials work to develop long-
range regional transportation plans 
or plans that utilize federal and state 
funding. Projects include commuter 
rail, busing, toll roads and highways.

What it is: 
the Capital Area metropolitan Planning 
organization is a federally mandated 
transportation planning board con-
sisting of city and county representa-
tives from six Central texas counties, 
as well transportation officials from 
Capital metro, the texas department of 
transportation, Lone Star rail and other 
organizations.

how it operates: 
the 19 voting members of the CAmPo 
transportation Policy board meet 
monthly in Austin to discuss short- and 
long-term regional transportation plans. 

ToTal camPo  
region PoPulaTion  

1,759,000BURNET

WilliaMSON

TRaviS

CalDWEll

haYS
BaSTROP
74,000

43,000

38,000

157,000

1,024,000

423,000

Austin

2010 
population 
by county

Source: Capital Area metropolitan Planning organization
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By Brett Thorne

By Brett Thorne

In March, Redbud Roasters 
announced plans to open a brick-
and-mortar location in San Marcos. 
Those plans were put on hold in 
April, but owner Austin Van Zant 
said he and his wife, co-owner Mary 
Van Zant, are still open to the idea 
of moving their coffee trailer to a 
brick-and-mortar location in 2014. 

“We’re still keeping our eyes open 
for different locations and trying 
to figure out something that works 
for us,” Van Zant said. “For now the 
food trailer is open, and we’re very 
happy with how that’s going.”

The coffee enthusiasts can also be 
found at various farmers markets 
in Hays County selling coffee and 
pastries.

By JJ Velasquez

Gun Guys & Gals
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Carrying traditional firearms, Hal Skaggs’ 
gun shop in Kyle opened in February 2013.

dianne Stoffel-duley’s studio added about 
4,000 square feet in September.

redbud roasters sells coffee and a 
variety of pastries from its trailer. 

It was a weird year in the gun busi-
ness, said Hal Skaggs, co-owner and 
manager of Gun, Guys & Gals.

The store opened in Kyle in Feb-
ruary 2013 amid “unprecedented” 
national demand for firearms, he said.

“What happened over this last year 
is that many people who had never 
considered owning a gun bought one,” 
Skaggs said. “Many people who were 
not interested in guns became inter-
ested in guns. They were concerned 
about [gun] availability.”

Looking forward to a more stable 
2014, Skaggs said his store offers 
customers a place where they can get 
good advice and not a sales pitch.

“We are trying to make it like what 
old guys remember gun shops were 
like,” he said. 

150 35

moore St.
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109 W. Center St., Kyle
512-277-0484
www.gunguysgals.com 
Hours: tue.–Fri. noon–7 p.m., 
Sat. noon–5 p.m.

the Hitch: A mobile Eatery
312 E. Hopkins St., San marcos
512-934-2841
Hours: mon.–Fri. 6:30 a.m.–2 p.m.

By JJ Velasquez

Dance unlimited
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Dianne Stoffel-Duley remembers 
growing up in a Taco Bell–less, one-
stoplight town.

Buda has grown since Stoffel-
Duley was a teenager and so has the 
business she founded 16 years ago.

Dance Unlimited began with 100 
students dancing in a 900-square-
foot space. Now 800 students prac-
tice in a 10,000-square-foot facility 
with five dance rooms.

The dance studio’s latest expan-
sion came in September with the 
addition of about 4,000 square feet.

“We are able to offer more classes 
at times that work for parents so that 
they can have multiple children in 
classes at the same time at different 
ages and levels,” Stoffel-Duley said.

main St.

967

236

35

12

82

Hopkins St.

1019 main St., Buda
512-295-3667
www.danceunlimitedbuda.com

AWARD WINNING ARTISTS
PROFESSIONAL BODY PIERCING

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

512.392.0938
237 N. LBJ DR.

ONE BLOCK FROM THE SQUARE
WWW.CLASSICTATTOOTX.COM
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Louie’s oyster House & Beer Garden will 
introduce new menu items this year. 

Hutchison St.

Hopkins St.
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Louie’s Oyster House & Beer Gar-
den opened in August and brought 
with it a dining concept that co-owner 
Hank Lewis said was missing from 
San Marcos. The restaurant serves up 
options such as oysters, alligator and 
lobster rolls as well as more than 100 
kinds of beer.

Lewis said the restaurant is plan-
ning to play with its menu in the 
new year. 

“We’re going to experiment with 
some different burger options, and 
one of the main focuses in the spring 
is going to be our crawfish boils where 
we boil the crawfish out front for 
everyone to see,” Lewis said. 

Louie’s oyster house & Beer Garden

119 E. Hutchison St., San marcos
512-878-8862
Hours: mon.–Sun. 11 a.m.–11 p.m. 
(kitchen), 
mon.–Sun. 11 a.m.–midnight (bar)

Business modeled after gun shops of yore Growing up, dance 
studio stretches in size

plan brewing for  
coffee vendor’s
brick-and-mortar

Expanded menu, crawfish boil on tap for new year

Redbud Roasters
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FREE BOOT 
CAMP SESSION!

Call Kay Wilson
512-665-0164

kay@texasfitchicks.com

LOSE WEIGHT
FEEL GREAT

What is your New Year’s Resoultion?
Weddings • Portraits
Sports • Real Estate

Video & More
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By JJ Velasquez
By JJ Velasquez

Sweet Cakes 4 u
Koy Chinese 
& Sushi

When the city of Kyle relaxed its 
liquor restrictions, it opened the 
possibility for Frank Lai to meet a 
growing customer request: to wash 
sushi rolls down with sake.

“It’s been pretty helpful, pretty 
successful,” Lai said of Koy Chinese 
& Sushi’s opening in January 2013 of 
its sports bar.

The bar, featuring five 70-inch 
televisions and seating for up to 
46 people, offers draft beer, shots, 
wines, liquor and $2 margaritas.

NFL games, including those that 
air on the NFL Network, can be seen 
on the screens.

Catering service is also offered.
Opened in October 2010, Lai said 

Kyle’s growth has helped sustain the 
restaurant’s momentum.

“We are pleased the town is grow-
ing with good support,” he said.

Sometimes, hard work deserves 
a reward. “Lots of people come in 
here, and it’s their day to splurge,” 
said Dolores Diaz, who owns sell-by-
the-slice bakery Sweet Cakes 4 U in 
Buda. “They just come and get the 
slice they want.”

When Diaz, a first-time business 
owner, first opened the cake shop 
Feb. 1, 2013, she was handling both 
baking and front-of-the-house duties. 
In the summer, she hired an intern 
and later a part-time staff member to 
run the front.

The shop takes whole cake orders on 
a limited basis. “The demand is there 
for everything, and I have to turn 
down a lot of people,” she said.

The owner said she plans to hire 
another baker within the next couple 
of months to meet the rising demand.

By Brett Thorne

henry’s Restaurant
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owner John Henry Alvarez opened 
Henry’s restaurant in San marcos in 2013. 

Cake shop owner dolores diaz plans to 
add staff to keep up with rising demand.

in January 2013, owner Frank Lai 
expanded Koy Chinese & Sushi. 

In early 2013, Henry’s Restaurant, 
a staple of Lockhart’s food scene 
since 2009, announced it was plan-
ning to expand into San Marcos.

Owner John Henry Alvarez said 
the company is serving up the same 
food that made its Lockhart location 
a hit, with the addition of a bar.

“We’ll be coming up with a new 
menu to please our customers,” 
Alvarez said.

New additions to the menu in 2014 
include hand-cut rib-eye steaks and 
fresh fish, he said. 
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102 Wonder World drive, San marcos
512-392-0444
Hours: mon.–Sun. 6 a.m.-9 p.m. (winter)
mon.–Sun. 6 a.m.–10 p.m. (summer) 

5695 Kyle Parkway, Ste. 800, Kyle
512-268-3336
Hours: 11 a.m.–9 p.m. 
Bar closes 12 a.m.

By Brett Thorne

hays Co. BBQ
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Asenette and michael Hernandez plan 
to celebrate the grand opening of their 
outdoor patio Feb. 1. 
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Michael and Asenette Hernandez, 
owners of Hays Co. BBQ, had a big 
year in 2013. In May their restaurant 
was named one of the top 50 barbe-
cue restaurants in the state by Texas 
Monthly and at the end of the year, the 
duo closed their former location on 
Hunter Road and reopened on I-35 in 
San Marcos. Michael and Asenette are 
planning to serve up the same dishes 
that put their restaurant on the map, 
albeit with a few additions.

In 2014, the restaurant is adding 
beer and wine to its menu, hosting live 
music throughout the week and install-
ing a children’s playscape outside. 

“By the time summer rolls around, 
we’ll be full-throttle with events and 
music,” Michael said. 
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1612 S. i-35, San marcos
512-392-6000
www.hayscobbq.com
Hours: mon.–thu. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.,
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.

302 S. main St., Ste. 101, Buda
512-312-4594
Hours: tue., thu., Fri. 11 a.m.–6 p.m.; 
Wed., Sat. 11 a.m.–5 p.m.

Lockhart restaurant 
finds success, second 
home in San Marcos

Big year for local barbecue

Shop satisfies  
Buda’s sweet tooth

Asian eatery’s sports 
bar buoys business
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Pradeep S. Mohan, M.D.

512.353.6444   
www.liveoakaesthetics.com

1305 Wonder World Drive in San Marcos

Dr. Mohan is a Plastic and Reconstruc-
tive Surgeon.  He completed a General 
Surgery Residency and is also fellowship 
trained in Hand and Reconstructive 
Microsurgery. He is Board Certified by 
the American Board of Plastic Surgery. 

SURGICAL PROCEDURES

l Breast augmentation, lift, reduction 
l Tummy tuck
l Liposuction/liposculpture
l Arm lift, eye lift, face lift, nose shaping, 
     brow lift, thigh lift
l Post-bariatric surgery
l Reconstruction including breast, upper 
     and lower extremity, facial and wound
l Hand and wrist surgery
l Compression neuropathies
l Botox  , facial filler

AT LIVE OAK HEALTH PARTNERS

R

Because Confidence is Beautiful.

February

01 StEm Fair 
the organization Seeking 

opportunities, Achieving results hosts its 
first ever fair designed to engage students in 
the fields of science, technology, engineering 
and math (or StEm). Businesses engaged 
in StEm fields host booths at the event and 
provide attendees with interactive displays 
and more information on education and career 
opportunities. Students can also sign up for a 
chance to win one of up to 100 StEm summer 
camp admissions that are given away after the 
event during the spring. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Free. 
San marcos Activity Center, 501 E. Hopkins 
St., San marcos. 512-393-5900

04 have a heart for  
hospice luncheon

the Central texas medical Center 
sponsors this event, which benefits 
the upcoming CtmC inpatient hospice 
unit. Attendees can partake in a meal 
of chicken with lemon sauce, rice, 
asparagus, bread, salad and cupcakes 
while listening to texas State university’s 
vocal group, VocaLibre. 11 a.m.–1 p.m. 
$40. San marcos Activity Center, 501 E. 
Hopkins St. 512-754-6159. www.ctmc.org

06 First thursday
Local businesses open their 

doors and restaurants provide food at the 
event as attendees walk up and down 
main Street in downtown Buda. the 
event is sponsored by the downtown 
Buda merchant’s Group. 5–9 p.m. Free. 
downtown Buda. 512-295-7170 
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kyle Chamber annual  
awards Gala
the Kyle Area Chamber of 

Commerce celebrates its members at the 
annual event. Chamber members gather for 
a night of cocktails, dancing, auctions and 
more. this year’s event will include dinner 
provided by Good, Better, Best Catering 
and live music provided by Aunt ruby’s 
Sweet Jazz Babies, a traditional hot jazz and 
swing band. 6–11 p.m. $75 (individual), $100 
(couple), sponsorship levels vary. texas old 
town Stone Hall, 1205 roland Lane, Kyle. 
512-268-4220. www.kylechamber.org

F E B
08

January

26 Bridal Fair at  
texas Old town

Attendees can visit more than 50 wedding 
supply vendors in texas old town’s four 
halls. Prizes are raffled, and caterers 
provide tastings. 2–5 p.m. Free. texas 
old town, 1205 roland Lane, Kyle.  
512-396-1800. www.texasoldtown.com

30 SmtX talks: Unfiltered
the city of San marcos hosts the 

second installment of the SmtX talks series 
of events, which gives residents a forum 
to voice ideas about art, the environment, 
bikeability, transportation, demographics 
and more. Community members can join 
the discussion by signing up for five-minute 
presentations on the topic of their choice 
or by using the hashtag “SmtXtalks” on 
twitter. 6:30–8:30 p.m. Free. City of San 
marcos rec Hall, 170 Charles Austin drive, 
San marcos. 512-393-8431.  
www.smtxtalks.com

30 through 31 
 Sergio De la Pava readings

the Wittliff Collections at texas State 
university hosts author Sergio de La 
Pava, whose 2008 debut novel, “A Naked 
Singularity,” has been called one of the most 
original novels of the decade. de La Pava 
gives a reading followed by a Q&A session 
Jan. 30 at 5 p.m. Books will be sold after the 
event courtesy of the texas State university 
bookstore. de La Pava also reads at the 
Katherine Anne Porter House, 508 Center 
St., Kyle, Jan. 31. 3:30–6 p.m. (Jan. 30), 
7:30 p.m. (Jan. 31).  Free. Wittliff Collections 
at texas State, 601 university drive, San 
marcos. 512-245-2313.  
www.thewittliffcollections.txstate.edu
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07 2014 Eddie Durham 
Celebration

one of San marcos’ most famous 
former residents, jazz musician Eddie 
durham, is celebrated at the event. the 
celebration features a lecture by doug 
morgenstern, National Endowment for the 
Arts jazz master, and a performance by 
saxophonist doug Lawrence of the Count 
Basie orchestra. 7 p.m. Free. Evans 
Auditorium, 601 university drive, San 
marcos. 512-245-3377

08 2014 hill Country  
Jazz Festival

Jazz enthusiasts gather at the event to 
hear a performance by jazz trumpet legend 
Bobby Shew. Shew’s career has included 
performances with musicians such as 
Art Pepper and Bud Shank, as well as 
numerous big bands. Evans Auditorium, 
7 p.m. Free. 601 university drive, San 
marcos. 512-245-2651

Cecilia Zúñiga, Ph.D.,RYT

• Founder LEN™ Technique 

• Board Certifi ed 
Professional Counselor

• Certifi ed Kundalini 
Yoga Teacher

512 -924-1659
Enhance your body, mind, 
emotions, energy & spirit!

www.MyInnerScapes.com
For more info, please visit us at:

LEN™ Technique
Life-Energy Navigation™

Life Coach
Body Harmonics

InnerScapes™
Up-Vibe™ Your Life!

You are here to live a happy & 
vibrant life. Clear the way & bloom 

into who you were born to be!

$25 OFF YOUR FIRST SESSION!
Offer includes LEN™, life coaching or private yoga.

NEW CLIENTS ONLY. ONE COUPON PER CLIENT. 
CANNOT BE COMBINED. OFFER EXPIRES 2-28-14.

NEW 
CLIENT 

SPECIAL

Compiled by Brett Thorne

Amber digby performs at  
riley’s tavern Jan. 25

Sponsored by

Find more or submit San marcos, 
Buda or Kyle events at  
www.impactnews.com/sbk-calendar.

to have San marcos, Buda or Kyle 
events considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

online calendar
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Cheatham Street warehouse
119 Cheatham St., San marcos
512-353-3777
www.cheathamstreet.com
twitter: @cheathamstreet
January
 25 damn Quails and special guests
 27 Grant Ewing Group
 31 dirty river Boys
February
04 midnight river Choir
11  Kent Finlay’s 29th Birthday
14  Six market Blvd. 

riley’s tavern
8894 Fm 1102, Hunter
512-392-3132
www.rileystavern.com
twitter: @rileystavern
January
25  Amber digby
27  Songwriter Showcase  
      with John Whipple
29  mike Ethan messick
February
05 tyler Cannon and manzy Lowery
08 Billy Bacon and the Forbidden Pigs
19  michael Fletcher

triple Crown
206 N. Edward Gary St., San marcos
512-396-1050
www.triplecrownlive.com
twitter: @triplecrownlive
January
25  El tule, Kabomba!
28  Afro Cuban Jam Session
30  Fire in the Pines, the refrains,  
       ian Lee & the open Hearts
February
04 England in 1918, Violinda
07  mark Jungers & the Whistling mules
14  Chasca Valentines Extravaganza

14 Fourth annual austin  
roller Disco of love

Valentine’s day is celebrated in style at 
the Austin roller rink in South Austin. 
Attendees are invited to wear their 
favorite ’70s-era garb and roll the night 
away. Live music is provided by local 
band dimitri’s Ascent and multiple dJs. 
the event is BYoB and is open to guests 
age 18 and older. 11 p.m.–4 a.m. $15–25. 
Austin roller rink, 11600 manchaca 
road, Austin. 512-292-7528.  
www.austinrollerrink.com/events.html
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We would like to welcome Dr. Lewitton to the Kyle Community!
Dr. Lewitton has been providing general and interventional cardiology care in Central Texas for 4 years.  
He is excited about the opportunity to have a presence in Kyle, and looks forward to helping the Kyle 
community with its interventional cardiology needs. 

Dr. Lewitton is originally from South Africa but grew up in Kansas City. He graduated Phi Beta Kappa and 
with High Honors from the University of Texas in 1995 and  attended medical school at the University of 
Texas Southwestern Medical School. After medical school, Dr. Lewitton completed a residency in Internal 
Medicine at Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas. Dr Lewitton completed his General Cardiology 
Fellowship at New York University where he served as Chief Fellow before going to Weill Cornell Medical 
Center and New York Presbyterian Hospital for further training in Interventional Cardiology and the 
percutaneous treatment of Peripheral Vascular Disease. During fellowship, Dr. Lewitton was extensively 
involved in research related to arrhythmias, coronary plaque and peripheral vascular disease. His research 
has been published in multiple peer reviewed journals.

EDUCATION
Medical School: University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
Residency in Internal Medicine: University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, Parkland Hospital
Fellowship in Cardiovascular Diseases: New York University Medical Center
Fellowship in Interventional Cardiology: Weill Cornell University Medical Center

BOARD CERTIFICATIONS
Interventional Cardiology and Internal Medicine

Steve Lewitton, M.D.
512-807-3140

125 Bunton Creek Rd., Suite 300
Kyle, Texas 78640

Comprehensive, Local, Expert Podiatric Care for Adults and Children

www.ThePodiatryGroup.com

Medical and surgical treatments for disorders 
affecting the foot and ankle:

• Heel pain/plantar fasciitis

• Foot and ankle trauma

• Diabetic ulcers & wound care

• Flatfoot/Fallen arches

• Corns/Calluses

• Pediatric foot care

• Achilles tendonitis

• Soft tissue masses/cysts

• Tarsal tunnel syndrome

• Ankle Sprains

• Foot dermatology including 

fungus & warts

• Running injuries & 

Sports Medicine

• Senior walking problems

• Ingrown toenails

• Bunions/Hammertoes

• Toe deformities

• Neuromas Jeff Henke, DPM
Diplomate, American Board of Podiatric Surgery

Certifi ed in Foot Surgery

Located in  
Hays Surgery Center

512-268-FOOT (3668)

Living in our Community, Serving our Community

Now accepting new clients

135 Bunton Creek Rd., Suite 300, Kyle

ROUND ROCK
170 Deep Wood Dr., Suite 104

Round Rock, TX 78681

All physicians are 
Board Certi ed in 
Endocrinology and 

Metabolism.

Certi ed Diabetes 
Educators on staff.

AUSTIN
6500 N Mopac

Bldg. 3, Suite 200
Austin, TX 78731

(512) 458-8400

Serving San Marcos, Buda, Kyle and Southwest Austin

Diabetes - Management of types 1 and 2 diabetes, continuous 
glucose monitoring, insulin pump therapy, dietitian services, and 
Certi ed Diabetes Educators

Thyroid - Fine needle biopsies of thyroid nodules, treatment of 
thyroid cancer, and hyper- and hypothyroidism 

Thyroid Ultrasound - Accredited by the American Institute of 
Ultrasound Medicine. Physicians certi ed in neck ultrasound.

Osteoporosis - Treatment and bone-density testing.

Glandular Disorders - Treatment of pituitary, adrenal and other 
hormonal conditions

Clinical Research - Types 1 and 2 diabetes, obesity, thyroid, 
osteoporosis and cholesterol disorders. (512) 334-3505 

Weight-Loss Program - Both patients with and without diabetes. 
(512) 334-3484

Experts in diabetes, thyroid, osteoporosis and hormonal conditions

Thomas Blevins, M.D. Luis Casaubon, M.D. Valerie Espinosa, M.D.  Tira Chaicha-Brom, M.D. Lindsay Harrison, M.D.

Welcoming two new physicians to our practice!
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to choose. Additionally, quality of life in Hays 
County is high, but the cost of living is lower 
than in Austin, she said. 

The largest factor, however, is education, 
Cruz said.

“You have Gary Job Corps on one end, 
Texas State on the other and everything in 
between,” she said. “So you have a well-edu-
cated, productive, trained workforce that’s 
ready to go to work.”

In 2011, Texas State University added a 
track for Ph.D. degrees in engineering, and 
in December the program graduated its first 
student. The university’s focus on technol-
ogy and engineering is only going to make 
the city more attractive to manufacturers and 
technology firms, Cruz said.

‘The secret is out’
Many of the city’s manufacturers have 

been doing business in San Marcos for 
decades, said Rick Gonzales, outgoing 
president of the San Marcos Manufacturers 
Association. Thermon, a manufacturer of 
heat-tracing products, has been in San Mar-
cos since 1954. Gonzales’ own company, 
Mensor, has been in San Marcos since 1978. 
CFAN, which manufactures the engine 
blades in many of Boeing’s aircrafts, shipped 
its first blade in 1994.  

For many years it seemed as if San Mar-
cos’ manufacturing sector had reached equi-
librium, Gonzales said. The companies that 
were here were doing well, but there was not 

an especially large amount of growth. 
Gonzales said San Marcos’ designation as 

the fastest-growing city with a population 
of more than 50,000 in the United States—a 
title it received from the U.S. Census Bureau 
in May—has raised its profile nationally. 

“The area is very attractive, but it’s been 
a secret for a lot of years,” Gonzales said. 
“[Companies] just didn’t know about San 
Marcos. They knew about San Antonio. They 
knew about Austin. San Marcos was kind of 
nestled in between. The secret is out.”

Local companies including Thermon, 
CFAN, Ember Industries and TXI have expe-
rienced rapid growth in recent years. The 
growth does not appear to be stopping any 
time soon, Gonzales said. 

“Historically Texas has had a little bit 
stronger economy than the national average,” 
Gonzales said. “I think if you see any growth 
on the national level, it’s going to be a little bit 
stronger here.”

Mensor President Lee Graham said in 
addition to building a new 45,000-square-
foot building, the company is planning 
to increase its staff nearly 80 percent to 
include about 125 people within the next 
10 years.

Why companies go elsewhere
The city has a lot of positive factors, Cruz 

said, but there is room for improvement.
Early in her tenure with the GSMP, Cruz 

said a visiting company turned the city down 
because “it appeared dirty.”

This experience underscored the impor-
tance of things as seemingly unrelated to 

economic development as landscaping and 
roadway features.   

“I think people may think that [aesthetic 
features are] not important, but if you’re hav-
ing people over to your house for the holi-
days, you’re going to clean up your house,” 
Cruz said. “You want to make the best pre-
sentation possible.”

The city needs to leverage its natural assets, 
Cruz said. Anyone who has ever ventured 
west of I-35 has probably seen the river and 
the sprawling Hill Country of San Marcos, 
but those features are not evident on I-35, 
which serves as the city’s front door, she said.

During Cruz’s time with the Austin Cham-
ber of Commerce, she would take compa-
nies on driving tours of the city. There were 
certain routes she knew to take. Treks by the 
hike and bike trails along Lady Bird Lake led 
to Zilker Park, where companies could see 
the quality-of-life factors that make Austin 
attractive. In San Marcos, those routes are 
harder to come by.

“The city is on the right path. They’re look-
ing at all of these issues, and they’re consid-
ering them and what the impact will be, and 
that’s great.

“You have to have the type of place and the 
quality of place that attracts these executives, 
high-tech firms or target industry sectors 
that we’re looking at so they can come and 
create those jobs and hire our people,” Cruz 
said. “It’s a puzzle that all the pieces sort of 
have to fit together.” 

Manufacturing
Continued from | 1
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CFaN began as a partnership between Snecma and 
General Electric in 1991. CFAN is the only company in  
the world that manufactures composite 
jet engine blades for use in Boeing’s 787 
dreamliner aircraft. the company has 
invested $70 million in its operations 
since 2009, and its staff includes 632 
people. President Ben Cloutier said 
about half of the company’s engineers 
come from texas State university. 

in November, Corvac Composites announced it would 
open a plant in San marcos. the Byron Center, minn.–
based company manufactures wheel arch liners, 
under-engine covers and other automotive parts that are 
lighter than traditional parts and 
help make cars more fuel-efficient. 
According to a press release 
accompanying the company’s 
announcement, the new plant is 
expected to open in early 2014. 

in November, l&M Supply, a Willahoochie, GA-based 
company, announced it was building its second texas 
distribution center in San marcos. the company is 
a national leader in erosion control products. the 
company also plans to expand its staff 
from 12 employees to include more 
than 30. According to a news release 
accompanying the announcement, L&m 
Supply President Gordon King said San 
marcos’ proximity to Austin meant the city 
was an “ideal” location for the company. 

Ember industries is a full-service 
electronics manufacturing services 
company. the company began in 1986 
and provides printed circuit 
assembly, mechanical assembly 
and more. Ember’s customers 
operate in fields including 

heatlh care, access and security 
services and professional audio. 

Quantum Materials manufactures quantum dots, 
which could potentially be used in industries ranging 
from biology and biomedicine to electronics, lighting 
and more. the company is located at texas State’s 
StAr Park. Adriana Cruz, 
Greater San marcos Partnership 
president said the work being 
done by Quantum materials 
and StAr Park in the fields of 
engineering and technology 
could drive more tech 
companies to the city.

Phillips Wide-lite began in 1955 
and has become an industry leader 
in lighting. the company, which is 
partnered with Philips, 
manufactures high-
efficiency lighting systems 
for use in architectrual, 
commercial and industrial 
fields. the company’s 
250,000-square-foot 
manufacturing center is 
located in San marcos.  

Mensor is a manufacturer of pressure gauges 
that are commonly used in industries such as 
commercial food processing and medicine. 
President Lee Graham said the 
company is in the midst of a 
45,000-square-foot expansion aimed 
at addressing anticipated future 
growth. Graham said the company 
expects to increase its staff to include 
about 125 people in the next 10 years.

Thermon Manufacturing 
manufactures heat-tracing 
equipment that provide an 
external heat source to pipes, 
vessels and instruments for a 
wide range of industries. the 
company went public in 2011 
and in November announced 
a 51 percent increase in net 
income for the second quarter 
of 2014 over the same period 
in 2013. 

this graphic is not comprehensive. Sources: CFAN, mensor Corp., Philips Wide-Light, thermon manufacturing, Quantum materials, Ember industries, Greater San marcos Partnership

• Between october 2012 and Septem-
ber 2013, Cmi moulding and Quantum 
materials announced they would be 
building in San marcos. Cmi moulding is 
a wholesale distributor of picture frames. 
Quantum materials works with nanocrys-
tal technology for commercial uses. 

• the city also attracted Engineered Filtra-
tion, a wholesale distributor of filtration 
products, which announced it was relo-
cating to San marcos on Aug. 13. the 
company’s headquarters is now located 
in San marcos. Engineered Filtration 
also plans to add 15+ new full-time 
employees over the next few years. 

• Between october 2012 and September 
2013, the city received 87 requests for 
information, which are typically submitted 
by companies interested in building in or 
relocating to a city. of those requests, 24 
percent were from advanced manufac-
turing companies, 21 percent were from 
general manufacturing companies and 
the rest were from other industries.

Bringing jobs to San Marcos

General  
manufacturing
$990/week

High-tech 
manufacturing
$1,275/week

Software 
development

$1,423/week

Back office 
operations

$520/week

Four of the Greater San marcos 
Partnership’s target industries are general 
and high-tech manufacturing, back office 
operations and software development. the 
average wage data for those industries is:
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change to suit the will of the 
community, Sparks said.

While concrete compo-
nents—such as the widening 
of sidewalks, parking improve-
ments and streetscaping—will 
be part of the planning process, 
the downtown plan does not set 
in stone what changes ultimately 
will be made.

Noise ordinance
The downtown master plan 

will comprise five different com-
ponents: physical changes such 
as aesthetic and infrastructural 
improvements, marketing strat-
egies, operational changes, mea-
sures of success and regulatory 
changes—largely code and zon-
ing issues.

Prefacing this process was the 
adoption in December of new 
noise restrictions in the city.

Downtown establishments, 
such as Tavern on Main and 
Cleveland’s, have benefited from 
looser liquor laws, which were 
approved by voters in 2012.

Live music became more 
prevalent with the 
rollout of relaxed 
alcohol laws in 
downtown Buda, 
but nearby residents 
voiced concern the 
amplified music was 
too loud.

Tommy Poer, a 
longtime Buda resi-
dent, said she tol-
erates noise from 
passing trains but 
believes amplified 
music coming from downtown 
establishments has caused a 
“nuisance” for nearby dwellers.

“I can’t see where this noise 
outside is going to revitalize 
downtown,” she said at a Dec. 3 
City Council meeting. 

The ordinance limits the deci-
bel levels during the day to 63 
decibels in residential areas, 70 
in commercial areas and 80 in 
industrial areas.

Decibel levels at night are 
stricter, with 56 the maximum 
in residential areas, 63 in com-
mercial areas and 65 in indus-
trial areas.

Noise restrictions are likely to 
enter the discussion as the pub-
lic input process gets underway. 
Tavern on Main owner Julie 

Renfro said she has “every con-
fidence that [the ordinance] will 
be revisited.”

Renfro said she does not 
believe the ordinance should  
be repealed, but the restrictions 
established in residential areas 
are “completely unrealistic.”

“You cannot have a children’s 
birthday party spill out onto 
your yard and stay within those 
numbers,” she said. “It is impos-
sible.”

‘Unique downtown’
Mayor Todd Ruge, who lives 

within earshot of downtown, 
voted against the noise ordi-
nance. It was adopted too hast-
ily and without input from a 
council-appointed master plan 
advisory committee, which is set 
to look at the issue in the future, 
he said.

A Main Street halved by train 
tracks could be turned into a 
plus rather than a minus, he 
said.

“We have a very unique 
downtown,” Ruge said. “It’s one-
sided, and there are very few 
communities like that.”

Councilman George Haehn 
said the plan has 
the potential to 
strengthen down-
town, but the plan 
has to be executed.

“I don’t want it to 
get to a point where 
the folks that were 
on the committee 
don’t actually live 
long enough to see 
the completion of 
the plan,” Haehn 
said.

Ruge said any capital 
improvement projects attached 
to the plan will have price tags 
attached to them, so it would be 
difficult to say whether changes 
will take effect immediately.

“I think we are in a position 
right now that we wouldn’t be 
doing this master plan if we 
didn’t think we could start imple-
menting some of it,” he said.

Sparks said that once the dust 
settles on the planning process, 
the hope is that downtown revi-
talization efforts promote cul-
tural and commercial vitality.

“What we’re trying to do is 
[make downtown Buda] the 
most desirable spot,” he said. “I 
think that’s something we can 
definitely get to here.”

Buda
Continued from | 1

a vision for downtown Buda
map not to scale

Civic facilities

Commercial offices & retail

Natural open space

Parks & recreation

residential

utility & transportation

Crosswalks
Creating a more 
pedestrian-friendly 
downtown will be  
on the agenda  
as the downtown  
master plan is 
devised. Crosswalks 
are to be made more 
prominent to ease the 
flow of pedestrian traffic. Downtown parking

Availability isn’t so much a problem 
as the walkability of downtown.  
if downtown is made more 
pedestrian-friendly, it  
will encourage use of the 
main Street parking lots.

Downtown buildings
the city will attempt to  
capitalize on a slew of  
unoccupied buildings  
in prime real estate  
downtown. redeveloping these  
spaces can transform these spots  
into vibrant locales.

Railroad  
Street improvements
Bisected by railroad 
tracks, main Street is 
composed of only 
eastern-facing shops.
typically this is a 
disadvantage, said mayor 
todd ruge, but the 
hope is that the planning 
process can create 
a vision in which it’s 
not and make way for 
redevelopment of the 
other side of the tracks.

Residential connectivity
Extending the character of 
downtown into the surrounding 
residential areas will be one of the 
ways the city aims to connect the 
two. the master plan is likely to outline how pedestrian 
access to downtown from the nearby neighborhoods  
can be strengthened.

What is the most important part of a healthy downtown?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/sbk-poll

Buda Public Library expansion
As part of the master planning 
process, city officials will 
continue to search for a 
location in which to  
expand its public library  
services. the city will 
simultaneously work through 
the planning process for a new 
civic center. 

Source: Buda 2030 Comprehensive Plan

Downtown design enhancements
Aesthetic improvements such as 
signage, landscaping and widened 
sidewalks will be aimed at creating an 
inviting atmosphere for businesses, 
residents and tourists.

Buda Mill & Grain
A candidate for repurposing unused 
facilities in the downtown area is the 
Buda mill & Grain site. the property 
is eyed for a mix of commercial 
redevelopment and could also be 
home to the proposed civic center 
and public library expansion.

“We have a 
very unique 
downtown. 
It’s one-sided, 
and there 
are very few 
communities 
like that.”

—Buda mayor, 
todd ruge

Buda City Park
initiatives to promote a stronger  
connection between City Park and downtown  
are among the recommendations of the 2030 
Comprehensive Plan, Buda’s road map for future 
growth. the park hosts several events annually.
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REAL ESTATE

Market Data
on the market  (December 2013) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Price Range Buda Kyle San Marcos Buda Kyle San Marcos

Less than $100,000 2 0 5 83 0 218

$100,000–$149,999 1 15 14 8 122 73

$150,000–$199,999 24 56 25 58 73 71

$200,000–$299,999 44 28 28 98 103 161

$300,000–$399,999 18 5 8 90 170 93

$400,000–$499,999 6 0 4 116 0 262

$500,000–$749,999 5 0 3 91 0 194

$750,000–$999,999 1 0 2 204 0 211

$1 million + 2 0 1 278 0 68

Number of homes sold Median price

Month Buda Kyle San Marcos Buda Kyle San Marcos

December 2013 29 51 11 $180,954 $150,000 $160,000

December 2012 31 44 12 $182,726 $135,250 $167,000

November 2013 28 50 14 $199,000 $148,900 $172,450

October 2013 40 53 11 $208,000 $159,000 $152,000

September 2013 56 70 22 $186,820 $153,000 $168,000

August 2013 58 88 28 $189,000 $149,950 $170,000

July 2013 43 68 34 $219,000 $146,000 $157,750

June 2013 41 60 19 $206,596 $159,900 $155,500

May 2013 51 64 27 $203,000 $147,675 $159,900

Featured neighborhood
Woodlands park, Kyle 78640

Build-out year: Not built out

Builders: Lennar

Square footage: 1,200–2,945

Home values: $149,000–$230,900

HOA dues (estimated): $220 annually

Amenities: Community pool, playground

Nearby attractions: ACC Hays campus, Kyle Parkway 
shops, Kohl’s, Target, Cabela’s

Property taxes (in dollars):

City Of Kyle 0.5483
Hays County ESD No. 5 0.1000
Hays County 0.4252
Plum Creek Conservation District 0.0220
Special Road District 0.0438
Hays CISD 1.4613
Plum Creek Groundwater District 0.0220
Austin Community College District 0.0949

Total (per $100 of value) 2.7175

Homes on the market (As of Jan. 13, 2014)

Featured homesoverview

Annual home sales (Jan. 1, 2013–Dec. 31, 2013)

No. of homes for sale 22

No. of homes under contract 7

Average days on the market 120

No. of homes sold 29

Square footage (low/high) 1,175 / 3,431

Selling price (low/high) $116,000 / $230,000
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4 Bedroom / 2 Bat          1,822 sq. ft. $198,947
Agent: Dolise McClure  512-750-3132

1453 Star Meadow

4 Bedroom / 2 Bath          2,567 sq. ft. $218,051
Agent: Kim Wolle  512-461-6741

177 Hill Side Glow

4 Bedroom / 2 Bath         1,822 sq. ft. $198,809
Agent: Dolise McClure  512-750-3132

1429 Star Meadow

4 Bedroom / 2 Bath          1,910 sq. ft. $165,000
Agent: Abel Valderas  512-899-2900

165 Valruth Circle
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*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Terms and conditions apply.  

Wintertim
e Blues?

Apply today and save! 
800.749.9732 ext. 1002 

New & Used Auto Loans

1.99%
APR*

as low as

With no payment for  
90 days.  

309 N. Edward Gary • Across from Texas State
San Marcos, TX • 512-501-6724

1115 Main Street, Ste. 300 • Buda, TX • 512-523-4004

Expert jewelry & watch repair, battery replacement
30 years experience • Unique custom jewelry designs

This Valentine’s, surprise 
her with diamonds!

HIGHEST PRICES PAID FOR GOLD & DIAMONDS

IF YOU DON’T BUY 
FROM US, YOU WILL 

PAY TOO MUCH!

HarpersJewelry.com

One per customer. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Limited time.

$50 OFF 
PURCHASE OF $250

$100 OFF 
PURCHASE OF $500
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Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency

78610 Bradfield Village 297 Bradfield Drive 4br/2ba $225,000 2,548 Lili Maliner Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78610 Cullen Country 245 Salle Ave. 4br/2ba $274,086 2,372 Earl Price Team Price Real Estate

78610 Cullen Country 246 Salle Ave. 4br/2ba $274,215 2,372 Earl Price Team Price Real Estate

78610 Elm Grove 493 Clear Springs Hollow 3br/2ba $330,484 2,960 April Maki Sisu Realty & Associates

78610 Garlic Creek West  162 Carrington Drive 3br/2ba $199,900 1,650 Jeff Coffman Keller Williams Realty

78610 Garlic Creek West  1275 Talley Loop 3br/2ba $249,900 2,122 Adrianne McEwen Keller Williams Realty

78610 Green Meadows 325 Firebush Way 4br/2ba $175,000 2,272 Christine Pura Keller Williams Realty

78610 Jesse B. Eaves Survey 5295 Dacy Lane, Unit C 3br/2ba $185,000 1,680 Della Newton Keller Williams–Lake Travis

78610 Marlboro Country 100 Hy Road 3br/2ba $259,000 2,069 Angie McFadden Keller Williams Realty

78610 Montgomery 11722 Schriber Road 3br/2ba $159,900 1,680 Charles Young Keller Williams Realty

78610 Ruby Ranch  108 Matzig Cove 5br/4ba $690,000 4,625 Gary Gentry Keller Williams Realty

78610 Shadow Creek  117 Pebble Creek 3br/2ba $149,900 1,700 Kathy Jacobs Realty Austin

78610 Sunfield  384 Razzmatazz Trail 3br/2ba $247,269 2,313 Pamela Buske RE/MAX Capital City II

78610 Sunfield  162 Orchard Hill Trail 4br/2ba $292,398 2,697 Pamela Buske RE/MAX Capital City II

78640 Elisha Pruett Survey 3806 Dacy Lane 3br/2ba $265,000 1,888 Cynthia Theone BHGRE Bradfield Properties

78640 Four Seasons Farms 172 Hiver Circle 3br/2ba $167,900 1,601 Debora Flores Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78640 Goforth Estate 620 Cody Lane 3br/2ba $78,000 1,456 Alicia Cabezuela Prudential Texas Realty

78640 Green Pastures 308 Lilac Way 3br/2ba $79,900 1,540 Christine Rougeux ZipRealty

78640 Hometown Kyle 232 Birch Drive 3br/2ba $178,000 1,724 Monty Maulding Keller Williams Realty

78640 Kensington Trails 424 Covent Drive 4br/2ba $163,000 2,322 Kim Womack RE/MAX 1

78640 Kensington Trails 302 Paddington Drive 4br/2ba $165,000 2,322 Andy Allen Keller Williams Realty

78640 Plum Creek 5090 Hartson 4br/2ba $189,500 2,097 Denise DeJardo ZipRealty

78640 Plum Creek 1218 Kirby Lane 4br/3ba $350,000 3,970 Sang Lee Swayne Keller Williams Realty

78640 Plum Creek 351 Wetzel 4br/2ba $174,850 1,922 Ginger Zanetti Moreland Properties

78640 Southlake Ranch 360 Lake Washington Drive 3br/2ba $161,900 2,042 Andy Allen Keller Williams Realty

78640 Trails 401 Thicket Lane 4br/2ba $177,880 2,658 Rene Gonzalez J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78640 Waterleaf 270 Myrtle St. 4br/3ba $169,900 2,516 Debora Flores Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78640 Bent Tree Condos 1013 Chestnut St. 2br/2ba $93,500 867 Robby Roden 3Z Realty 

78640 Blanco River Village 245 Newberry Trail 3br/2ba $149,900 1,526 Lucy Gamez Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates 

78666 Blanco River Village 236 Newberry Trail 3br/2ba $159,800 1,680 Katy Scruton 3Z Realty 

78666 Castle Forest 1917 Castle Gate Circle 3br/2ba $140,000 1,041 Blake Williams Waterloo Realty 

78666 Cottonwood Creek 306 Brazoria Trail 4br/2ba $173,900 1,687 Barbara Morgan Coldwell Banker D’Ann Harper, Realtors

78666 Cottonwood Creek 317 Brazoria Trail 4br/2ba $174,872 1,611 David Clinton DR Horton–Austin 

78666 El Camino Real 210 Valero Drive 3br/2ba $129,900 1,107 Blake Williams Waterloo Realty 

78666 El Camino Real 195 Cazador Drive 3br/2ba $139,900 1,665 Kathy Carl Keller Williams New Braunfels 

78666 Green Haven Estates 520 Booth Drive 3br/2ba $259,900 2,444 Team Mayhew-Benavides Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates 

78666 Greendale 1007 Barbara Drive 3br/1ba $110,000 1,170 Tim Dowling Beyond The Move Realty 

78666 Hill Country Estates 2420 Hugo Road 4br/2ba $179,000 2,118 Kathy Martinez Prudential Don Johnson–Cl 

78666 Holland Park 1434 Meadow Parkway 4br/2ba $209,900 3,180 Christopher Watters Watters International Realty 

78666 L.W. Mitchell 903 W. Hopkins St. 3br/2ba $325,000 2,058 Margaret Ennis TX Real Estate Brokers 

78666 Morningwood 1290 Willis Way 4br/2ba $77,500 2,052 Jodi Adams Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates 

ZIP code guide
Buda 78610
Kyle 78640
San Marcos 78666

162 Carrington Drive

172 Hiver Circle

195 Cazador Drive

270 Myrtle St.

REAL ESTATE

These residential real estate listings were added to the market between 9/20/13 and 1/13/14 for Buda and Kyle and on 1/15/14 for San Marcos. The listings were included and provided by the San Marcos Board of Realtors and the Austin Board of 
Realtors. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

289 Silver Peak Drive
San Marcos, Texas 78666 
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Saddle Rum Way

N. Fo
rk Rd.

• Fully-Equipped Clubhouse
• Sparkling Swimming Pool
• 24-Hour Fitness Facility
• Basketball Court  • Pet Friendly Community
• Children’s Playscape  • Large, Open Areas
• Picnic Gazebo  • Well-kept Landscaping

Saddlebrook is in the perfect location between San Antonio and Austin. 
We offer peaceful, country living right at the city's doorstep.



Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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