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‘Redefined’ San Marcos streets 
to accommodate more travelers

Hays County looks to 
solve water problem

A project to convert North LBJ Drive to a two-lane road 
with 14-foot lanes and sidewalks began in October.  

By Brett Thorne
A three-year effort by Hays 

County commissioners to shore 
up the region’s water supply has 
created a plan that Hays County 
Judge Bert Cobb hopes will solve 
the entire region’s water prob-
lem for the foreseeable future. 
On Sept. 24, commissioners 
approved the annual reserva-
tion of 45,000 acre-feet of water 
in Lee and Bastrop counties, but 
a legal battle over the water is 
looming.

The reservation, which will 
cost Hays County $1 million per 
year, is between Hays County 
and Forestar Real Estate Group 
Inc., an Austin-based company 
that acquired more than 20,000 
acres of land in Lee and Bastrop 
counties in late 2010. The land 
is above the Simsboro Aquifer, 
which, according to a recent 
study by the Texas Water Devel-
opment Board, contains about 
40 million acre-feet of water.

The Lost Pines Groundwa-
ter Conservation District, the 
entity in charge of divvying up 
water rights in the area, granted 
Forestar 12,000 of the 45,000 
acre-feet it requested earlier this 

year but has refused to increase 
that amount. An acre-foot is 
the amount of water that would 
cover 1 acre of land, at a depth of 
1 foot. It is equivalent to 325,851 
gallons of water.

In the agreement with Hays 
County, Forestar has committed 
to using the court system to gain 
access to the additional 33,000 
acre-feet, if necessary.

Hays County officials have 
said the contract is meant to 
ensure the county’s water supply 
is able to keep pace with antici-
pated growth. Hays County’s 
population is currently about 
170,000, and that number is 
expected to increase to more 
than 593,000 by 2060, according 
to the TWDB’s estimates.

With population growth 
comes increased demand for 
water, Cobb said.

 “Others want to come to this 
area for the same reason that 
drew you and me to this area. 
More people moving to Central 
Texas means that you will now 
have less water,” Cobb said.

According to the TWDB’s 
2016 Regional Water Plan, Hays 

By Brett Thorne
In late October, the city of San Marcos 

began a construction project on North LBJ 
Drive that is one of many that could poten-
tially transform the way drivers, pedestrians 
and cyclists navigate San Marcos.

The city is also in the midst of discussions 
about an ordinance that would guide the way 
roads in San Marcos are designed and built.

Matthew Lewis, director of planning and 
development services, said the ordinance 
comes just in time for the city’s update to its 
Transportation Master Plan. The ordinance 
would force the city to analyze the feasibility 

of including Complete Streets principles 
such as sidewalks, bike lanes and pedestrian 
lighting when building new roads and recon-
structing old ones, he said.

“It’s not about cars versus pedestrians and 
pedestrians versus bicyclists and bicyclists 
versus cars,” Lewis said. “It’s more about pro-
viding diverse opportunities for people to 
choose modes of transportation.”

The ordinance would not be applicable to 
interstates or projects that would have a dis-
proportionate cost or do not have need for 
Complete Streets elements such as bike lanes 
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Where do  
we get our

Area water sources

Sources: city of austin, city of Buda, city of Kyle, city of San antonio, city of San marcos 

Buda
• Edwards aquifer 

authority
• Guadalupe-Blanco 

river authority  
(canyon Lake)

Kyle
• Barton Springs-

Edwards aquifer 
authority

• Guadalupe-Blanco 
river authority  
(canyon Lake)

San Marcos
• Edwards aquifer 

authority
• Guadalupe-Blanco 

river authority  
(canyon Lake)

San marcos, Kyle and Buda get their water from canyon Lake in comal 
county and the Edwards aquifer, which stretches more than 200 miles 
from Southeast texas to Bell county. an agreement between Hays 
county and forestar real Estate Group inc. would bring water from 
Lee and Bastrop counties to the i-35 corridor. the water is located in 
the carrizo-Wilcox aquifer, which stretches from the texas-mexico 
border into parts of arkansas and Louisiana. according to an august 
2013 texas Water development Board study, the portion of the aquifer 
under forestar’s property contains about 40 million acre-feet of water. 
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We Offer Great Deals on 
Pre-Owned Vehicles & RVs! 
In-House Financing Available!

REFER A 
FRIEND GET 

$100 OFF 
YOUR NEXT 
PAYMENT! 

$100 OFF

35

2001

Buda

967
1626

512-295-3642
17100 IH 35
Buda, TX 78610
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 
9am-6pm 
Sun: Closed

www.griffi nmotors-buda.com

Bundle up!

Stay warm & 
travel comfortably

in a new ride!

Pradeep S. Mohan, M.D.

512.353.6444   
www.liveoakaesthetics.com

1305 Wonder World Drive in San Marcos

Dr. Mohan is a Plastic and Reconstruc-
tive Surgeon.  He completed a General 
Surgery Residency and is also fellowship 
trained in Hand and Reconstructive 
Microsurgery. He is Board Certified by 
the American Board of Plastic Surgery. 

SURGICAL PROCEDURES

l Breast augmentation, lift, reduction 
l Tummy tuck
l Liposuction/liposculpture
l Arm lift, eye lift, face lift, nose shaping, 
     brow lift, thigh lift
l Post-bariatric surgery
l Reconstruction including breast, upper 
     and lower extremity, facial and wound
l Hand and wrist surgery
l Compression neuropathies
l Botox  , facial filler

AT LIVE OAK HEALTH PARTNERS

R

Because Confidence is Beautiful.
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Now open in Kyle! Avis Budget Group, Inc. is a leading global 
provider of  vehicle rental services, both through its Avis and 

Budget brands, which have more than 10,000 rental locations 
in approximately 175 countries around the world.

Bring in this ad to get 10% OFF your next rental!
One coupon per customer. Cannot be combined. Expires 12-11-13.

512-268-2808
176 Weldon Johnston Way

Kyle, Texas 78640

Droughts and floods 
are facts of life in Texas, 
and that held true dur-
ing the heavy rains Oct. 
30–31. LaMarriol Smith, 
public affairs officer for 
the Guadalupe-Blanco 
River Authority, echoed 
an old mantra after the 
Halloween floods: In 
Texas, droughts are bro-
ken by floods. 

The flooding has sub-
sided, but Texas is not out of the drought by a long shot.  

The flooding came at a time when Hays County—and 
most of Texas, for that matter—is thinking about water. 
In September, Hays County commissioners authorized 
a contract that would give the county rights to 45,000 
acre-feet of water per year located beneath Lee and Bas-
trop counties, but environmentalists and residents of the 
two counties are not eager to help quench the commis-
sioners’ thirst. 

FROm ThE EDITOR

Brett thorne
editor

bthorne@impactnews.com

ReaDeR cOmmeNTs

Hays County commissioners approve parking 
mobility program

“About time! This is an awesome program! It has always 
irked me when I see non-handicap people, people without 
handicap plates or hanger parking in handicap spaces. 
These are there for a reason and not for the lazy people! 
I’ve already installed the app and will use it!”

—John d.

Proposition 6 aimed at tackling drought

“The Texas Water Development Board has funding for 
water development projects and has done nothing to im-
prove the water problems in the state. Very little from has 
been done to encourage people to conserve water. The 
governor’s office and the state Legislature do not support 
low-flow toilets, rainwater collection, grey water land-
scape use and native plant landscaping in development. 
The state would be wise to update the groundwater laws 
if anyone is serious about conserving water. Gov. Perry 
and his pay-to-play partners have their ducks in a row to 
finally make billions off of water projects. This is nothing 
more than another slush fund. How does this make more 
water available? Steal from one community to sell to water 
purveyors to sell to transport the water hundreds of miles 
to sell it again. [I] wonder who wins in this scenerio ... not 
the taxpayers.”

—mary Harper

COmmUNITy FEEDbACk
Take The pOll

What is the key to meeting Central 
Texas’ long-term water needs?

  take the poll online at impactnews.com/sbk-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

lasT mONTh’s pOll ResulTs

Do you agree with cities that ban indoor 
smoking in public places?

results from an unscientific Web survey collected 10/16/13–11/11/13.
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  22% no. the property owner should decide  
a smoking policy.

  62%
Yes. Secondhand smoke is harmful to health.

  9% Yes, but make an exception for e-cigarettes and vaping.

Critics of the move have said 45,000 acre-feet—about 
14 billion gallons—per year is much more than the 
county will need in the foreseeable future and will put 
the aquifer from where the water is being pumped on a 
path to drying up. In one of this month’s cover stories, 
Hays County Judge Bert Cobb said the deal is intended 
to create a regional water solution that would include 
Caldwell, Hays, Travis and Williamson counties as well 
as any other entities interested in participating. 

Texans also approved Proposition 6 at the polls Nov. 5. 
The measure will allow Texas to transfer $2 billion from 
its Rainy Day Fund into an account that will finance 
water projects throughout the state. 

Indeed, droughts are a fact of life in Texas, but so are 
floods. The situation in Hays County shows the impor-
tance of planning for both. 

it depends. Ban smoking where children are present, 
but not in adults-only venues.  7%
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Wash.–based chain to feature an open 
kitchen. 512-667-6760.  
www.papamurphys.com. 
Twitter: @papamurphyspizza

4  Dollar General, 2195 Old Bastrop 
Hwy., San Marcos, held a grand opening 
celebration Oct. 5. The store sells food, 
health and beauty products and other 
grocery items. 512-392-5932.  
www.dollargeneral.com

5  Langford Market Annex, 214 N. LBJ 
Drive, Ste. 102-A, San Marcos, opened 
Sept. 29. The boutique features an array of 
women’s clothing at discount prices. 512-
754-9788. www.langfordmarket.com.  
Twitter: @LangfordMarket 

6  A grand opening of Mia’s Mirror by 
H-E-B, 5401 S. FM 1626, Kyle, was held 
Nov. 1. In addition to jewelry, the store—
one of four in Texas and the first in Central 
Texas—sells handbags and shoes at $30 or 
less. 512-268-7900. www.heb.com

7  Firestone Complete Auto Care, 
20301 N. I-35, Kyle, opened Sept. 28 and 
will hold a grand opening Nov. 22. The 
tire and automotive shop, open seven 
days a week, performs tune-ups, repairs 
brakes and offers tire alignment along 
with other services. 512-268-2030.  
www.firestonecompleteautocare.com

8  Owners Diana Diaz and James 
Martinez opened New Age Skate Shop, 
203 Railroad St., Ste. 1A, Buda, on Oct. 
4. Mainly selling skateboards, the shop 
includes skater apparel and shoes as well 
as longboards and cruisers. 512-312-9782. 
www.newageskateshop.com 

9  Rudy’s Barbershop, 114 N. LBJ Dr., 
San Marcos, opened Nov. 11. The shop’s 
namesake and owner, Rudy Soliz, said 
he and his staff have years of experience 
together and are aiming for a old-
fashioned feel. 512-392-5522 

10  Sophia Downing opened Lil Bobcats 
Early Learning Center, 501 Broadway 
St., San Marcos, on Nov. 5. The center is 

Now Open

1  Esther Coronado opened Super 
Slick’s, 210 S. Main St., Buda, on Oct. 21. 
The Mexican food restaurant features 
staples such as enchiladas, burritos, 
ceviche and street tacos and also features 
a full bar and patio. 512-312-9626 

2  Ellis & Salazar, 2133 Main St., Buda, 

celebrated its grand opening Nov. 7. The 
body shop provides collision repairs 
including refinishing and frame work. 
512-295-4400. www.ellisandsalazar.com. 
Twitter: @ellisandsalazar

On Aug. 16, owner Jesse Escamilla 
opened the food truck Kona Ice Buda/
Kyle, serving ZIP codes 78610, 78640, 
78652 and 78747. The shaved-ice franchise 

features natural flavors made with pure 
cane sugar and no high-fructose corn 
syrup. 512-757-1163. www.kona-ice.com. 
Twitter: @konaice

3  Papa Murphy’s, 1404 Clarewood 
Drive, Ste. 105, San Marcos, opened Oct. 
23. The pizzeria produces pies from scratch 
daily for its patrons to take home and bake. 
It is the first franchise of the Vancouver, 

IMPACTS

SNUGTOPS • TRAILERS
TRUCK ACCESSORIES • SHEDS

Stone’s 
Trailers

Proud Dealer of 
SnugTop for 

over 20 years!
2001 N. IH-35 | San Marcos, TX 78666 
M-F 9a.m. - 5p.m. | Sat. 9a.m. - 2p.m.512-353-8244 • StonesTrailers.com

Come in and check out our new

HEADING SOUTH: Exit #207 at River Ridge Pkwy. 
HEADING NORTH: Exit #206 at Aquarena 

Springs, take turnaround at River Ridge Pkwy.

• Clean, dependable 
power anywhere!

• No gas required! 

• Made in America 
& built to last!

SOLAR 
TRAILERS!

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Coupon must be present. Expires 12/11/13
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enrolling children ages 18 months–5 years 
old in full-time, part-time and drop-in 
care. Registration is also open for holiday 
camps during holiday school breaks in 
November and December. 512-804-6834 

Coming Soon

11  Capstone Cottages of San Marcos, 
326 N. LBJ Drive, San Marcos, opened its 
leasing office Aug. 2. The student dwellings, 
set for an August 2014 opening, are in 
the building phase. Unlike apartments, 
they will be cottage-style, stand-alone 
structures, said Ashley Haenel, leasing and 
marketing director. 512-754-3333.  
www.capstonecottagesofsanmarcos.com

People’s Postal will be opening a San 
Marcos location in the coming months. 
Owner Jane Ramirez said the store 
will offer notary service, shipping, 
faxing, packaging and receiving. In the 
meantime, account holders are offered 
shipping services via a dropbox. 1-800-
994-7678. www.peoplespostal.com

12  Owner Monty Williams is planning 
for a December opening of Chicken 
Express, 5493 Kyle Center Drive, Kyle. 
The fried chicken chain serves personal 
combos, family meals, sides and desserts.  
www.chickene.com.  
Twitter: @chicken_express

Relocations

13  Owners Michael and Asenette 
Hernandez will relocate Hays Co. Bar-
B-Que to 1612 S. I-35, San Marcos, in late 
November. The new location will include 
outdoor seating, live music and beer and 
wine sales. 512-392-6000.  
www.hayscobbq.com. Twitter: @hayscobbq

14  Fight Factory Boxing Gym and 
MMA relocated from 167 S. LBJ Drive 
in San Marcos to 173 S. LBJ Drive in 
October. The 2,500-square-foot gym 
is larger than the former facility and 
features showers. 512-665-7865.  
www.texasfightfactory.com.  
Twitter: @texasfightfactory

15  Sophia Downing and Pryncess Carter 
relocated TNT Lounge from 169 S. LBJ 
Drive, San Marcos, to 501 Broadway St., 
San Marcos on Nov. 1. Downing and 
Carter’s business is intended to provide 
a safe place for preteens and teens to play 
video games, listen to music or watch 
movies. 512-655-9868

School Notes

In honor of teacher Yvette Sutten, who 
was diagnosed with breast cancer in the 
summer, Lehman High School hosted 
a shave-a-thon Oct. 18. The event was 
put together by the Health Occupations 
Students of America program and 
student council. Initially, the groups 
aimed to shave a student’s head every 
13 minutes to symbolize the average 
rate that women in the United States 
are diagnosed with breast cancer, but 
because of high demand, more than 125 
students’ heads were shaved.  
www.hayscisd.net

Hays CISD rolled out an app Oct. 
28 that includes a bullying reporting 
mechanism. The app, available on both 
Apple and Android platforms, features 
the new Hays HopeLine and several 
other interactive elements. More than 
1,000 users have downloaded it, district 
spokesman Tim Savoy said. It replaced 
an older district app available only on 
Apple platforms. The crisis reporting 
tool can also be accessed on a desktop 
computer by visiting  
www.hayscisd.net/hopeline

The Association for Play Therapy 
presented its Lifetime Achievement 
Award to Texas State University 
professor Linda Homeyer, during the 
organization’s conference Oct. 8–13 
in Rancho Mirage, Calif. Homeyer, 
a professor and former chair of the 
Department of Counseling, Leadership 
and Adult Education at Texas State, is an 
author and frequent presenter at state, 
national and international conferences. 
Play therapy utilizes games and play 
activities to assist clients in working 

through issues. 512-245-9071.  
www.playtherapy.clas.txstate.edu

Anniversaries

16  Bower Bird, 215 N. Comanche St., 
San Marcos, opened in November 2012 
and plans to hold a December reception 
in celebration of the milestone, owner 
Katinka Pinka said. An antique and 
curiosity shop, Bower Bird carries vintage 
and antique furniture, jewelry, antique 
books, light fixtures and housewares. 512-
963-6488. www.curiousbowerbird.com 

17  Presbyterian Parent Cooperative 
Preschool, 323 Mary St., San Marcos, 
is celebrating its 30th anniversary. The 
school will hold events throughout the 
year celebrating the milestone. Director 
Patricia Jenkey said the school enrolls 
children ages 3 to 5. The schoolhouse 
features science, home living and art 
areas. Parents participate in its daily 
operations. 512-353-8325. 
www.ppcpkids.com

18  Ilario’s, 5401 FM 1626, Kyle, celebrated 
its first anniversary Nov. 1. The Italian 
restaurant features a “pasta your way” 
menu that enables its customers to create 
30,000 different combinations, owner 
Steve Swindell said. In addition to its pasta 
dishes, the restaurant offers pizza and 
wine. 512-268-3300

19  Cody’s Bistro & Lounge, 690 
Centerpoint Road, Ste. 209, San Marcos, 
celebrated its first anniversary Nov. 
1. A pre-Prohibition era concept, the 
restaurant and bar features live music 
and such dishes as bison burgers, risotto, 
New York strip steak and duck, owner 
Cody Couch said. 512-393-2867.  
www.codysbistroandlounge.com

Name Change

20  Owner Linda Raby changed the name 
of Raby’s Roots, 310 N. Main St., Buda, to 
Main Mercantile Store in early October. 
The store sells custom silk florals, antiques, 
jewelry and home decor. 512-968-6052 news or questions about San marcos, Buda or Kyle? 

E-mail sbknews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Brett Thorne and JJ Velasquez

Office Manager Debbie Grona (left) and Manager 
Billy Warwick opened Ellis & Salazar in Buda on 
Nov. 7.

2

Jennifer Boggs (left), Danielle Henry (center) and 
Candis Trinidad stand by the storefront of Langford 
Market Annex, which opened in San Marcos on 
Sept. 29.

5

Owners Diana Diaz and James Martinez opened 
New Age Skate Shop in Buda on Oct. 4.

8

Sarah Singer (right) helped organize a shave-a-
thon Oct. 18 in honor of Lehman High School 
teacher Yvette Sutton (left).
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WE DELIVER
 A better Hyundai buying experience!
Call us today for a real “drive-out” price. Save time and money with 
just one phone call. Plus we’ll bring your new Hyundai to you.

America’s Best Warranty *

10-YEAR / 100,000-MILE Powertrain Limited WarrantyBeasleyHyundai.com  • 866-314-8397

*With new Hyundai purchase at Roger Beasley 
Hyundai. Must mention or provide this ad at 
time of purchase. Includes manufacturer 
scheduled oil changes for 3 years or 36k miles 
whichever comes first (up to 7) and state 
inspections for as long as you own the 
vehicle. Visit www.BeasleyRewards.com for 
complete details. **See dealer for LIMITED 
WARRANTY details.

FREE Roger Beasley
Advantage Program*

BRING THIS AD

easleyeye

$399
VALUE

INCLUDES:  Scheduled Oil Changes, State Inspections, 
Customer Appreciation Bonus, Loaner Car Certificates 
and so much more!

IH-35 S Exit 210
19 Acres of Vehicles!
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RV Sales • Service • Parts

The more you know about RVs... the better we look!

1-800-781-7848 • 15855 S. IH-35, Exit #220 • Buda, Texas 78610 • CamperClinic2.com

Because you deserve it.

surrounding the San Marcos and Blanco 
rivers were the most devastated areas. 

About 20 roads in San Marcos were 
closed, and residents of Riviera Drive, 
which backs up to the San Marcos River, 
were evacuated from their homes on the 
morning of Oct. 31.

Disaster area
County Judge Bert Cobb sent a letter 

to Gov. Rick Perry on Nov. 5 declaring 
Hays County a disaster area.

Smith said the declaration makes the 
county and cities eligible for state funds 
and could help ease the recovery for 
residents and business owners affected 
by the floods.

Smith said she was pleased with the 
response from fire departments and 
emergency responders from municipali-
ties and entities throughout the county, 
who did not allow what she called “juris-
dictional boundaries” to hamper the 
disaster response. 

“They are one organization despite the 
name on their truck and the patch on 
their shirt,” Smith said.  

Drought
LaMarriol Smith, public affairs officer 

Hays County begins recovery after flooding damages public property, roads
By Brett Thorne and JJ Velasquez

Flooding throughout Central Texas 
in late October displaced Hays County 
residents, caused millions of dollars of 
damage to public and private property 
and did little to ease the state’s ongoing 
drought, officials said.

According to the National Weather 
Service, areas of Hays County including 
San Marcos, Kyle and Buda received more 
than 10 inches of rain throughout the 
night on Oct. 30–31.

Buda Planning Director Chance 
Sparks said the city received 12 inches of 
rain in a span of six hours. Flooding hit 
the Onion Creek Village, Buda Elemen-
tary School and Buda Fire Department. 
Some communication equipment was 
also damaged and some roads had minor 
damage, but Sparks said no roads sus-
tained major damage.

In all, Sparks said about 25 people were 
evacuated, mostly from Onion Creek 
Village, to Santa Cruz Catholic Church. 
There were three water rescues in Buda, 
but none resulted in fatalities, he said.

“By and large, considering the event, we 
got off fairly lucky,” Sparks said.

In Kyle, street closures included the 
northbound I-35 access road near the 

Saddlecreek Apartments, Kelly Smith 
Lane and Windy Hill, Lehman and Burle-
son roads.

The city of Kyle made emergency 
repairs to Windy Hill Road after the 
flooding caused more than $12,000 in 
damages to the road and traffic bar-
ricades. Mayor Lucy Johnson said the 
city is confident it will be reimbursed by 
either the state or the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency. 

City officials said two police cruisers 
and various public facilities also sus-
tained damage. 

Assistant City Manager James Earp 
said the flooding could have been a lot 
worse.

“Generally speaking, it was a signifi-
cant event, but at the same time, I think 
the staff you have working for you did a 
great job in helping secure the health and 
welfare of [Kyle residents],” Earp said.

County officials said no Hays County 
residents died or sustained major injuries 
in the flood.

Kharley Smith, Hays County emer-
gency management coordinator, said 
communities along Cypress Creek 
in Wimberley and Onion and Little 
Bear creeks in Buda as well as areas 

NeWS

for the Guadalupe-Blanco River Author-
ity, which supplies water to San Marcos, 
Buda, Kyle and other cities in Central 
Texas, said extreme weather patterns are 
not unusual in Texas. 

“The mantra is ‘droughts are broken 
by floods in Texas,’” she said. “That’s why 
there are areas that are called ‘flash-flood 
alleys.’ When those rain events occur in 
those dry areas, the water piles up quickly.”

She said the rainfall caused the levels 
at Canyon Lake to rise 4 feet since the 
rain began late on Oct. 30.

But the drought is not over, she said.  
Canyon Lake’s water level is currently 

at 901 feet above sea level, she said. That 
is up from a measurement on Oct. 27 
that put the level at 897 feet, but still 
below the normal conservation level of 
909 feet.

“With the recent rains, some people 
might believe that the state is no longer 
feeling the effects of drought condi-
tions,” she said. “However, that would be 
misleading. While this is helpful, what 
is needed is for the rain to fall on or 
above area reservoirs so that there will 
be inflow into the reservoirs, and [that 
will] ultimately replenish domestic water 
supplies.”
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Heavy rains in late October flooded areas of Central Texas. Two swimmers (left) take a dip in the San Marcos River, which overflowed into Sewell Park. Construction near Children’s Park (right) was delayed due to flooding. 
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CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065
All New 2013 
S60 Sedans
$6000 off  MSRP2

Up to $2,000 off  in Volvo Owner Loyalty

2014 Legacy 2.5i 
6MT Alloy Package
$276mo 1

Zero Down!

2013 Audi A4 2.0T FWD 
Multitronic Premium Pkg
$349mo3

First month payment paid by Audi. Save an 
additional $1,000 with Audi Owner Loyalty or 
Conquest Programs.

2012 Panamera 
4 Demo
$79,9994

1 - Subaru - Model EAB P21. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may aff ect fi nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. pymt total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly pymts of $276, fi nal pymt / residual = $10,112. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,001. Stk# Z8922. All lease payments include tax credits while supplies last. *Purchase or lease any new (previously untitled) Subaru and receive a 
complimentary factory scheduled maintenance plan for 2 years or 24,000 miles (whichever comes fi rst.) See Subaru Added Security Maintenance Plan for intervals, coverages and limitations. Customer must take delivery before 3-31-2014 and reside within the promotional area. At participating dealers only. See dealer for program details and eligibility. **Available with approved credit on select models in lieu of any other off er. Dealer participation 
may aff ect fi nal negotiated price. All pictures for illustration only. MPG fi gures are estimated highway, results vary. Off ers expire 11/20/13.  2 - Volvo -Must take delivery out of dealer stock and cannot be combined with 0% APR Off er or Lease Off er. Exp 11/30/13.  3 - Audi - 36 mo. closed-end leases off ered to qualifi ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A4 Stk# D0800 based on MSRP $35,445. $2,999 down + $695 acquisition fee + $0 fi rst mo 
payment + $0 security deposit = $3,694 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $19,140. 36 monthly payments of $349.Advertised off ers require dealer contribution; fi nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some fi nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See 
dealer for details. Higher MSRP will aff ect lease price. Pictures shown with optional equipment for illustration only. Off ers expire 1-2-14.   4 - Porsche - Limited inventory.  Call for available vehicles.  Exp 11/30/13.

“I’m aware that some Super Walmarts 
can generate up to $1 million in sales tax 
collection [per year] for cities in Texas,” 
Johnson said.

The mayor added that no city can 
afford to downplay the powerful effects 
of sales tax.

“Whether you are going through 
an economic boom or not, it’s always 
important to be able to capture sales tax 
to help lessen the property tax burden for 
your residents and grow city services,” 
she said.

Kyle officials: Walmart, slated for 
2015 arrival, could lessen tax burden
By JJ Velasquez

Kyle residents can expect their own 
Walmart store by fall 2015—about five 
years after discussions regarding the 
stop-and-go project began, said Diana 
Blank-Torres, the city’s director of eco-
nomic development.

The last decade has seen a population 
boom in Kyle, even more so than many 
of its neighbors along the I-35 corridor.

More than quadrupling in the last 
dozen years, its population has grown at 
a rate that retail and commercial devel-
opment has yet to catch up with, Mayor 
Lucy Johnson said.

“We collect less sales tax per capita 
than many of our neighbors,” Johnson 
said. “Any type of commercial develop-
ment would be a boon for us in terms of 
revenue for the city. That is not to say we 
will approve any development that comes 
to the city, but there is a desire from 
many of our residents to be able to have a 
Walmart in our city.”

That desire led the city to hold discus-
sions with Wal-Mart Inc. in early 2010.

As the economy stagnated, however, 
the conversations eventually stopped, 
Blank-Torres said.

For about two years, talks between the 
two sides were suspended. But in early 
2012, the city met with representatives 
from the retail giant at the International 
Council of Shopping Centers’ Global 
Real Estate Convention in Las Vegas.

Wal-Mart said it was looking into the 
Kyle market again, Blank-Torres said.

“The next thing we knew, they were in 
here with some plans,” Blank-Torres said.

Wal-Mart did not respond to requests 
for comment regarding the project.

In March 2012, the city approved the 
company’s application for a conditional-
use permit, including a site plan for the 
156,000-square-foot store. The measure 
cleared the way for Wal-Mart to begin 
the construction process.

The company is expected to award a 

construction contract for the project in 
January, and construction is expected to 
begin in April.

Once construction begins, it will take 
a year to 18 months for the store to open, 
Blank-Torres said.

Planning and zoning commission 
members, as well as city officials, had a 
say in the plans for the store’s design, 
which city officials say is unique to Kyle.

Johnson said the store’s floor plan is 
different from older models, and there is 
more of an emphasis on the exterior.

“There is more green space than one 
would expect at a big-box retail store,” 
she said.

The parking lot, for instance, was 
designed so that it fit the standards of the 
city’s I-35 corridor overlay district, an 
initiative to “maintain a high character 
and quality of community development,” 
according to the site plan.

By defining a set of standards for the 
corridor, the city aims to boost property 
values and economic growth while also 
facilitating development.

“It is part of an initiative … to really 
think about what we are putting here for 
the future and what is it going to look 
like,” Blank-Torres said.

Additionally, the store will face Kyle 
Parkway rather than I-35.

Johnson said Wal-Mart wanted visibil-
ity from the highway, but the city wanted 
it facing Kyle Parkway, also known as 
FM 1626.

Orienting the storefront to Kyle 
Parkway as other retail stores, such as 
Target and Lowe’s, do will help maintain 
consistency, city officials said.

Although Walmart stores in San Mar-
cos and Buda bookend Kyle, residents 
crave the convenience of having one in 
town, city officials said.

And for a city $70 million in debt, 
Wal-Mart’s arrival in Kyle is expected to 
provide much needed relief in the form 
of sales tax revenue.
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Kyle city officials worked with Wal-Mart Inc. on the site plan of the store. Although the store has direct ac-
cess to I-35, it will face Kyle Parkway. Guidelines of the city’s I-35 corridor overlay district further informed 
the design, which calls for a specific parking setup, more green space and an emphasis on the exterior, 
city officials said.

In addition to assuaging concerns 
about property tax, the city is ultimately 
aiming to close the availability gap. 
Adding Walmart gives residents of Kyle 
another shopping option without having 
to leave town.

“That’s what we envision—ultimately 
having what we would refer to as a ‘full-
service community,’ where ... the people 
who live here don’t have to leave the city 
limits for any need, any service and, 
eventually, even for work if they don’t 
want to,” Blank-Torres said.

35

Kyle Pkwy.

Bunton Rd.

Seton Pkwy.

1626
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We’ve always known that to deliver the best  
healthcare possible, we need convenient locations. 
That’s why we’re constantly adding WellMed clinics  
in the communities we serve. 

When you walk through our doors, you’ll feel the WellMed difference. 
From our doctors and nurses to our assistants and technicians, we all 
have the same focus: to give you absolutely the best and most attentive 
healthcare. We treat every patient as a friend or family member, offering 
a long list of services and conveniences that you won’t find anywhere else.

For over 20 years, WellMed has been known as an innovative leader in 
senior healthcare services. And during that time, we have welcomed tens 
of thousands of patients into our WellMed family. Now, we are inviting 
you to join our family by giving us a call at 855-790-2064. 

855-790-2064
wellmedmedicalgroup.com

PRT-F/L-TJ072913

ROUND ROCK

GEORGETOWN

KYLE

290

183

183

45

130

71

21

1

35

PFLUGERVILLE

AUSTIN

71

290

LEANDER

SAN MARCOS

7 medical locations to  
serve you in the austin area11—

We want to be your 
neighborhood senior 
healthcare center.

WellMed at Springtown Way 

200 Springtown Way, Suite 451  

San Marcos, TX 78666



San Marcos | Buda | Kyle Edition • November 2013 News  11

CITy & COuNTy
News from San Marcos, Buda, Kyle and Hays County Compiled by Brett Thorne and JJ Velasquez

San Marcos City Council considers paid parking for downtown district

Hays commissioners approve parking program

SAN mARCOS The city of San Mar-
cos is considering charging for parking 
downtown, a move city staff and officials 
hope would increase property values and 
create revenue that could be reinvested in 
the area.

“Parking downtown is not a new issue 
for San Marcos,” Planning Manager John 
Foreman said.

Drivers who exceed the two-hour 
parking limit downtown are subject 
to a fine of $25. According to a study 
presented at the Nov. 6 City Council 
meeting, there were 2,906 parking tickets 
written for violations in Downtown San 
Marcos in 2010. The study also showed 
that spaces on Hopkins Street between 
South LBJ Drive and Guadalupe Street 
are the hottest parking commodities in 
Downtown San Marcos. 

hAyS COUNTy Hays County com-
missioners formed a partnership Oct. 29 
that will help address abuse of handicap-
accessible parking spaces.

The action was part of an agreement 
with Access Empowerment, a mobil-
ity education organization based in 
Austin, to dedicate human resources to 
the development of a parking mobility 
program in the county. 

Hays County Judge Bert Cobb said the 
program would help enforce mobility 
laws involving accessible parking spaces 
that are already on the books but are 
rarely enforced.

“There’s a new sheriff in town,” Cobb 
said. “The law is being enforced. The 
law has always been there, but it hasn’t 

always been enforced.”
The program includes enforcement 

and community outreach to educate 
drivers about accessible parking.

Mack Marsh, an administrator of 
Access Empowerment’s programs, said 
the parking abuses have persisted despite 
laws that have been on the books for 20 
years.

“The laws have existed for many years 
and the problem has only gotten worse. 
... We know enforcement is part of it, but 
it really is about community education,” 
Marsh said.

Those interested in volunteering or 
learning more about the program can 
contact Marsh at mack@parkingmobil-
ity.com or call him at 512-981-9628.

Buda City Council
Meets at 6:30 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month
121 Main St. | 512-312-0084
www.ci.buda.tx.us

Kyle City Council
Meets at 7 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month 
Live webcasts of meetings:
www.ustream.tv/channel/kyle-city-council
100 W. Center St. | 512-262-1010
www.cityofkyle.com

San Marcos City Council
Meets at 6 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month
Live webcasts of meetings:  
www.ci.san-marcos.tx.us/videos 
630 E. Hopkins St. | 512-393-8000
www.sanmarcostx.gov

Hays County  
Commissioners Court
Meets at 9 a.m. each Tuesday
Live webcasts of meetings: 
www.co.hays.tx.us/commcourtlive
111 E. San Antonio St., San Marcos
512-393-2205 | www.co.hays.tx.us

Tweetings
For instant coverage  
of these meetings,  
follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_sbk

TweetingsMeetings

Hays CISD committee 
mulls bond options
bUDA, kylE A bond in 2014 could 
help bring Hays CISD technology up 
to 21st century standards, district offi-
cials said in an Oct. 24 meeting.

But it will be up to a board-
appointed committee to determine 
priorities ahead of possibly calling for 
a bond election.

The district’s growth impact com-
mittee met Oct. 24 and listened to pre-
sentations by district administrators 
detailing Hays CISD’s technological 
needs and the financial sum it would 
take to meet them.

According to presentations delivered 
in the committee meeting, it would 
take about $18 million to upgrade net-
work infrastructure, purchase mobile 
devices for teachers and students, 
overhaul the telecommunication sys-
tem and install additional Wi-Fi access 
points, among other projects the 
district hopes to address in a potential 
bond election in May.

Instructional needs were identified 
through a focus group study aimed at 
assessing the use of technology in the 
classroom and how to improve it.

“It’s a whole different way of think-
ing, the way kids communicate, the 
way they interact with information, 
they way they collaborate,” district 
spokesman Tim Savoy said. “(Technol-
ogy would be used) more than just as a 
side tool but almost as a centerpiece of 
instruction.”

Visit www.hayscisd.net/gic for more 
information.

Source: Hays ciSd

Hays CISD bond elections

$89.5 million $86.7 million

$104.5 million

$46.3 million$86.9 million
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Downtown parking district

Source: city of San marcos

A program approved Oct. 29 by Hays County com-
missioners will combine enforcement and educa-
tion to combat abuse of handicap parking spaces. 
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The proposal to add paid on-street 
parking would probably start small with 
only some high-demand areas becoming 
paid at first, Foreman said. Enforcement 
times and parking fees could also vary, he 
said.

Mayor Pro Tem John Thomaides said 
communication would need to be a top 
priority for any plan involving paid park-
ing downtown. Thomaides said he wanted 
to ensure officials and staff did not end up 
in a situation similar to the recent discus-
sions concerning a roundabout that was 
to be built on Hunter Road. Plans for the 
roundabout were scrapped after public 
outcry against the plan in October, but 
not before officials and staff spent consid-
erable time and resources in preparation 
for the project.

Matthew Lewis, director of plan-
ning and development services, agreed 
with Thomaides’ assessment. Lewis said 
outreach tends to be a difficult point 
when talking about parking issues. Those 
affected do not typically show interest in 
the topic until implementation is near, he 
said.

Lewis said city staff would go door-to-
door to talk to affected business owners 
before a program is implemented.

“This is not an item that we will achieve 
consensus on—I’ll tell you that right now,” 
Lewis said. “This is a scary thing for busi-
ness owners because it’s a dramatic change. 
When you’re redefining the public and 
private realm in front of their businesses, 

that impacts [the business owner].”
Place 2 Councilman Jude Prather said he 

was uncomfortable with the idea of paid 
parking downtown.

“I park every day—Monday through 
Friday—on the Square, and I never have 
problems finding a place to park,” Prather 
said. “I know that’s short-sighted, and 
hopefully our downtown will continue to 
grow. But maybe we could try more of an 
enforcement mechanism versus paid park-
ing in the sense that you have an hour of 
free parking and you have more enforce-
ment and compliance with that.”

Mayor Daniel Guerrero said downtown 
parking is an important issue, but it should 
not be rushed through without communi-
cating with stakeholders.

“Certainly there is a sense of urgency 
in wanting to get something moving 
because of the [comprehensive] plan and 
the interest in trying to look at downtown 
as a destination, but keep in mind this has 
been an issue for a long time, so we need 
additional time for people to have those 
conversations,” Guerrero said.

Council directed staff to create a com-
munication plan and gather further 
information on how such a paid park-
ing ordinance would affect residents and 
downtown businesses.

Fire Marshal Ken Bell also gave a 
presentation on a measure that would 
prevent parking congestion in certain 
residential areas through a residential 
parking permit system.
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Coupon must be present. One per customer. Cannot be combined. Exp.12-11-13.

ACROSS FROM JACKSON TYLER NORRIS SKATE PARK

Skate 
park

Buda 
Skate

1-888-864-I CAN (4226)   •   www.TexasOncology.com/Austin

HOW TEXANS FIGHT CANCER.

When Doug fi rst met his oncologist at Texas Oncology, he knew he was in good hands. “My oncologist made it the best experience with his knowledge and people 

skills. He was always concerned with my overall health, not just the brain cancer. He is so down to earth, and his people skills are impeccable. He makes you feel 

more like a friend than a patient. I cannot say enough good things about him.” Today, Doug is back at work, feeling great and enjoying life.

“I feel my care has been the best. All the nurses 

and lab people are Tier 1 and deservedly so.”

Doug Forte, brain cancer patient

Comprehensive cancer care is available right here in Central Texas.

AUSTIN  •  BASTROP  •  CEDAR PARK  •  HARKER HEIGHTS  •  KYLE  •  LAKEWAY  •  MARBLE FALLS  •  ROUND ROCK  •  SAN MARCOS  •  SMITHVILLE

F I G H T
CANCER



San Marcos | Buda | Kyle Edition • November 2013 News  13

Proposition 1 passed in Kyle. According to the 
results, 52.05 percent of voters have cast ballots in 
favor of Proposition 1, which would allow Hays 
County Emergency Services District No. 5 to col-
lect a one-half percent sales tax in all the parts of 
its service area that are not within the city limits 
of Kyle. 

The district will be able to begin sales tax col-
lections as early as April 1. 

ESD 5 President Beth Smith said the measure 
would allow the district to keep up with rapid 
growth in Kyle that has stretched the district’s 
personnel.

“I did think it would probably pass by more,” 
Smith said. “But [I’m] glad that the taxpayers real-
ized it had to pass to help us keep with growth.”

Of the 219 voters who cast ballots on the propo-
sition, 114 were in favor of the measure and 105 
were opposed. 

San Marcos charter amendments
Voters in San marcos passed 24 of 25 amendments to 
the city’s charter. many of the amendments dealt with 
grammar and technical issues within the document. a 
few of the amendments that were voted on included 
the following:

• failed: Proposition 1: Would allow San marcos 
city council to appoint two commissioners who do 
not own real property within the city to the planning 
and zoning commission. 

• Passed: Proposition 5: Planning and zoning com-
missioners are now required to recommend updates 
to the city’s master plan document every five years 
instead of ever 10 years. 

• Passed: Proposition 10: city council members 
are prohibited from having a financial interest in the 
sale of city lands, materials, supplies or services.  

• Passed: Proposition 20: a cross-reference will 
now be required for qualifications for office for city 
council members. 

• Passed: Proposition 22: the city will be required 
to make its budget documents available at the San 
marcos Public Library, city Hall and on the city’s 
website. 

Prewitt, Prather take San Marcos City Council seats

Hopkins, Kennedy victors in Buda City Council racesProposition 1 narrowly 
passes for ESD No. 5

Lisa Prewitt and Jude Prather have 
won Places 1 and 2 on San Marcos 
City Council, respectively. Prewitt 
finished with 1,682 votes, or 75.9 
percent, to beat Bill Taylor’s 534 
votes, which amounts to 24.1 percent. 
Prather finished with 68.75 percent, 
or 1,419 votes, to beat Mason Murphy 
and Thom Prentice. Murphy finished 
with 398 votes, or 19.28 percent, com-
pared with Prentice’s 247 votes, which 
amounted to 11.97 percent. 

Taylor said he was disappointed in 
the result, but the voters had spoken. 

“The business community didn't 
show up to support their candidate,” 
Taylor said. “I wish Lisa all the best, 
and I think she'll do a fine job.” 

Prather said he was planning to 
continue his focus on infrastructure 

and what he called “the basics.” He 
also said he hoped to increase focus 
on San Marcos’ parks and green 
spaces. 

“What I would like to see is more 
interconnectivity through our neigh-
borhoods through our green spaces,” 
he said. “It would provide San Mar-
cos that unique ‘it’ factor.” 

Murphy said he would look for 
other capacities in which to serve. 

“I definitely want to congratulate 
Jude on his victory; I got into this 
race because I wanted to serve the 
citizens of San Marcos,” Murphy 
said. “I felt like if elected, I could do 
a lot of good for this community, 
but I didn't get the votes tonight. 
The important thing is I will stay 
involved and serve on boards and 

commissions.”
Prentice said he was pleased with 

his campaign and was happy to raise 
issues such as global warming that 
do not typically get mentioned dur-
ing city elections. Prentice also had 
praise for his opponents. 

“I want to say Mason Murphy 
would be a fine City Council mem-
ber, and I think Jude Prather is a 
thoughtful council member who has 
run a fine campaign,” Prentice said. 

Wiley Hopkins and Angela Ken-
nedy claimed victories in the Nov. 5 
Buda City Council races.

Place 2 incumbent Hopkins gained 
398 votes, or 72 percent of the final 
vote. In doing so, he defeated his 
only challenger in Amy Proctor, over 
whom he claimed victory in a special 
election held earlier this year.

Kennedy’s 71 percent, or 393 votes, 
trumped nearest candidate Wayne 
Proctor’s 24 percent, or 134 votes. 
Also in the race, Lorraine Gerami 
and Beverly Araki gained 11 and 12 
votes, respectively.

Hopkins was elected to the coun-
cil in March after Mayor Todd Ruge 
stepped down from that post to pur-
sue the office of the mayor. Hopkins 
told Community Impact Newspaper in 
October that putting Buda on a path 

to sustainable growth was one of the 
most pressing issues facing the city.

Hopkins said he was very pleased 
with the turnout and his support.

“I think the voters have spoken 
very clearly that they don’t buy into 
a lot of the rhetoric you hear in cam-
paigns, and I am looking forward 
to working with my fellow council 
members on the dais and address-
ing the business that needs to be 
addressed,” Hopkins said.

Kennedy, an engineer for the Texas 
Department of State Health Ser-
vices, has 18 years of water resources 
engineering experience. She is also a 
Buda Planning and Zoning com-
missioner and plans on focusing on 
water infrastructure. 

Kennedy, a first-time candidate for 
public office, said she was thankful 

for her supporters.
“Something like this doesn’t hap-

pen without people coming out to 
vote, and turnout was great,” Ken-
nedy said.

Her interest in water will inform 
the initiatives she puts forth on 
council, she said.

“I definitely want to pursue conser-
vation measures in our development 
code and encourage conservation for 
existing residents,” she said.

Jude Prather

Angela Kennedy

Lisa Prewitt

Wiley Hopkins

Compiled by Brett Thorne and JJ Velasquez
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december

04 through 07 
Sights & Sounds of 

 Christmas
San marcos’ annual christmas 
celebration kicks off at San marcos 
Plaza Park with the arrival of mr. and 
mrs. claus, who arrives via helicopter 
at 6:30 p.m. festival-goers can enjoy 
drinks, snacks and crafts benefiting local 
businesses and non-profit organizations. 
Wed.–fri. 5 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m. (5K and 
1K), 5 p.m. $5. San marcos Plaza Park, 
206 n. c.m. allen Parkway, San marcos. 
512-393-8400. www.sights-n-sounds.org

28 through Dec. 1 
Black Friday shopping

Shoppers can browse highly discounted 
items at stores such as the Banana 
republic factory Store, michael Kors, 
and fossil at the tanger and San marcos 
Premium outlets. this year’s sales begin 
as early as 6 p.m. on thanksgiving day 
at some stores. Sales will take place 
throughout the weekend at many stores. 
6 p.m. nov. 28 to 8 p.m. dec. 1. free. 
San marcos Premium outlets, 3939 n. 
i-35, San marcos, and tanger outlets, 
4015 n. i-35, San marcos. San marcos 
Premium outlets: 512-396-2200. tanger 
outlets: 512-396-7446.  
www.premiumoutlets.com,  
www.tangeroutlet.com/sanmarcos 

Santa’s arrival and tree-lighting 
ceremony
revelers can get into the spirit of 

the season with Kyle’s official kick off to the 
holidays. Santa claus is available for pictures, 
but attendees must bring their own cameras. 
food and drink vendors supply snacks and 
local choirs sing holiday songs. 4:30-9 p.m. 
free. mary Hartson Kyle Park, 101 S. Burleson 
road, Kyle. 512-262-3939
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21 through 24 
“yerma”

the texas State university department of 
theater and dance hosts a production of 
Lorca’s play about a Spanish woman who 
wants to become a mother. the production 
is directed by deb alley, associate professor 
of theater and dance. thu.–Sat. 7:30 p.m., 
Sun. 2 p.m. $8 (students), $15-$18 (non-
students). theater center, 601 university 
drive, San marcos. 512-245-8548.  
www.txstatepresents.com

CALeNDAR

featured EVENT
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Worth the TRIP

23 Twisted X Brewing Co.  
grand reopening party

Event attendees can enjoy live music, 
food and craft beer courtesy of twisted 
X Brewing co., which recently relocated 
to dripping Springs from cedar Park. 
twisted X Brewing specializes in a 
craft beer the company calls tex-mex 
beer. tickets grant the holder two 
beer tokens, a string backpack and 
a 16 oz. plastic stadium cup. tickets 
are available through the company’s 
website but are not available at the 
door. 11 a.m.–5 p.m. $25. 23455 W. rr 
150, dripping Springs. 512-393-9224. 
www.texmexbeer.com 

28 Tanger Outlet Turkey Trot
the event is open to experienced 

and novice runners alike, and an award 
ceremony follows immediately after the 
event. runners can choose from a 10-mile 
run, 4-mile run, 4-mile walk or children’s 
fun run. all races begin and end at tanger 
outlets. 8 a.m. $12 (fun run), $30 (4-mile 
run/walk), $45 (10-mile run). tanger outlets, 
4015 n. i-35, San marcos. 512-396-7446. 
www.tangerturkeytrot.com 

Open to ALL Hays County Residents | Tuesdays and Fridays noon-3:30pm
630 E Hopkins, San Marcos | Traffi c Yard across from the big HEB 

This is a drive-through event, please do NOT exit your vehicle.  
Reuse Facility is open Tuesdays and Fridays noon-3:30pm. Items are free.

Household Hazardous Waste Collection & Reuse Facility

WE CANNOT ACCEPT
• tires
• medical waste
• containers larger 
   than 5 gallons
• empty containers
• compressed gas

• cylinders
• waste generated 
   by businesses
• pharmaceuticals
• computers or TV's

• drain cleaners
• degreasers
• solvents
• pool chemicals
• spray paints
• strippers
• brush cleaners
• sprays/dusts
• antifreeze
• motor oil
• brake fl uids

• rodent poisons
• latex paints
• fl uorescent lights
• maximum of 10
   fi ve gallon buckets
• sharps 
• concentrates
• oven cleaners
• polishers
• household batteries
• thinners

• preservatives
• pesticides
• weed killers
• batteries
• oil fi lters
• transmission fl uid
• insect poisons
• oil based paints
• compact fl uorescent 
   bulbs
• cell phonesW

E 
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Contact Amy Kirwin at 512-393-8407 or akiriwn@sanmarcostx.gov 
Visit our website: sanmarcostx.gov and go to the Solid Waste/Recycling page

We would like to welcome Dr. Lewitton 
to the Kyle Community!

Dr. Lewitton has been providing general and interventional cardiology 
care in Central Texas for 4 years.  He is excited about the opportunity 

to have a presence in Kyle, and looks forward to helping the Kyle 
community with its interventional cardiology needs. 

EDUCATION
Medical School: University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center

Residency in Internal Medicine: 
University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, Parkland Hospital

Fellowship in Cardiovascular Diseases: 
New York University Medical Center

Fellowship in Interventional Cardiology: 
Weill Cornell University Medical Center

BOARD CERTIFICATIONS
Interventional Cardiology and Internal Medicine

Steve Lewitton, M.D.
512-807-3140
125 Bunton Creek Rd., Suite 300
Kyle, Texas 78640
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05 First Thursday
Local businesses open their 

doors and restaurants provide food at 
the event, which is sponsored by the 
downtown Buda merchant’s Group. 
attendees can browse offerings at 
the city’s unique antique and dining 
establishments. 5–9 p.m. free. downtown 
Buda. 512-295-7170

05 Kyle Holiday Social
the Kyle area chamber of 

commerce hosts this event, which includes a 
toy donation drive to benefit the Kyle Police 
Employee association’s Blue Santa program. 
the Blue Santa program provides toys and 
meals to children and families in the Kyle 
community. the event includes drinks and 
hors d’oeuvres and is open to the public. 
6-8 p.m. cost: $10 (with donation) $20. the 
Winfield inn, 900 Scott St., Kyle.  
512-268-4220. www.kylechamber.org

07 through 08 
34th annual Buda Fest

this year’s event is expected to attract more 
than 125 artisans selling jewelry, candles, 
clothing, food and more. Santa claus and 
mrs. claus attend the event and are available 
for pictures. this year’s festival begins with a 
parade through downtown Buda. the event 
also features live musical performances from 
local and regional artists, a carnival and more. 
Parking is available on-site for a requested 
donation of $4, which benefits Project 
Graduation. 10 a.m.–dusk. free. city Park, 
204 San antonio St., Buda. 512-422-7863. 
www.budafest.org

08 Toys for Tots Benefit
the event, which is in its fifth 

year, benefits toys for tots, an organization 
dedicated to providing toys for children and 
families in need. artists who perform at the 
event include mike Ethan messick, Jamie 
Wilson and cheatham Street Warehouse 
proprietor Kent finlay. 2–10 p.m. free with 
donation of cash or newly purchased toy of 
any kind. cheatham Street Warehouse, 119 
cheatham St., San marcos. 512-353-3777

Compiled by Brett Thorne

Triple Crown
206 n. Edward Gary St., San marcos
512-396-1050
www.triplecrownlive.com
twitter: @triplecrownlive
November
 21  Phantom Lakes, 3d friends
 22  turbo 350, the organics, Superfoot
 23  chasca, Ghosts of dixie
 29  Lesser antilles, for Elise
December
 4  the Hill country Gentlemen
 7  the Shady rest, Big city folk
 14  the Beaumonts

Cheatham Street Warehouse
119 cheatham St., San marcos
512-353-3777
www.cheathamstreet.com
twitter: @cheathamstreet
November
 22  Jamie Wilson and courtney Patton
 27  Kent finlay’s Songwriter’s circle
 30  Hot texas Swing Band
December
 2  mike Ethan messic and friends
 5  William clark Green
 7  James mcmurtry
 9  Jordan minor and charlie Stout

Riley’s Tavern
8894 fm 1102, Hunter
512-392-3132
www.rileystavern.com
twitter: @rileystavern
November
 22  Joel Hofmann Band
 23  roy Heinrich and the Pickups
 27  mike Ethan messick
December
 2  Songwriter Showcase  
  with John Whipple
 4  tyler cannon and manzy Lowery
 6  Billy Joe Shaver
 11  mark Sebby and friends

Sponsored by

find more or submit San marcos, 
Buda or Kyle events at  
www.impactnews.com/sbk-calendar.

to have San marcos, Buda or Kyle 
events considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by the 
fourth friday of the month.

online calendar

featured 
              lIVE mUSIC

Hot texas Swing Band performs 
nov. 30 at cheatham Street.
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Buda Trail of Lights

Ch ristmas 
Around the 
World

December 13th - 22nd, 2013
6PM to 10PM

Park at Caebla’s and take the shuttle 
to Historic Stagecoach Park

Senior Night: 
December 12th, 6PM- 8PM

www.ci.buda.tx.us

BRING
THE KIDS!
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Comprehensive, Local, Expert Podiatric Care for Adults and Children

www.ThePodiatryGroup.com

Medical and surgical treatments for disorders 
affecting the foot and ankle:

• Heel pain/plantar fasciitis

• Foot and ankle trauma

• Diabetic ulcers & wound care

• Flatfoot/Fallen arches

• Corns/Calluses

• Pediatric foot care

• Achilles tendonitis

• Soft tissue masses/cysts

• Tarsal tunnel syndrome

• Ankle Sprains

• Foot dermatology including 

fungus & warts

• Running injuries & 

Sports Medicine

• Senior walking problems

• Ingrown toenails

• Bunions/Hammertoes

• Toe deformities

• Neuromas Jeff Henke, DPM
Diplomate, American Board of Podiatric Surgery

Certifi ed in Foot Surgery

Located in  
Hays Surgery Center

512-268-FOOT (3668)

Living in our Community, Serving our Community

Now accepting new clients

135 Bunton Creek Rd., Suite 300, Kyle

Cecilia Zúñiga, Ph.D.,RYT

• Founder LEN™ Technique 

• Board Certi ed Professional 
Counselor with APA

• Certi ed Kundalini Yoga 
Teacher with KRI 

512 -924-1659
www.MyInnerScapes.com

For more info, please visit us at:

LEN™ Technique
Life-Energy Navigation™

Life Coach
Body Harmonics

InnerScapes™
Up-Vibe™ Your Life!

You are here to live a happy & 
vibrant life. Clear the way & bloom 

into who you were born to be!

$25 OFF YOUR FIRST SESSION!
Offer includes LEN™, life coaching or private yoga.

New clients only. One coupon per client.
Cannot be combined. Offer expires 2-28-14.

NEW 
CLIENT 

SPECIAL
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Denim & Diamonds

ReCeNT HIGHLIGHTS

denim & diamonds, a gala benefiting the Hays ciSd 
Education foundation, was held nov. 9 at the Exotic Game 
ranch in Buda. the evening included dinner, drinks, a live 
auction, casino tables, live music by the afterparty Band 
and a raffle for a half-carat diamond. denim & diamonds is 
the foundation’s signature fundraising gala and this year’s 
event raised almost $100,000. 

Hundreds of Hays ciSd faculty, staff and supporters 
attended the event. 

the Hays ciSd Education foundation was founded in 1998 
to support educational endeavors of the district’s students 
and staff. 

1  from left: daphne and Willie tenorio, Lori Huey and Joan 
Pendleton were in attendance. 

2  dessert was catered by Lehman High School’s students 
in the school’s culinary program, the Backburner Bistro. 
a dessert table included macaroons, layered pudding, 
cupcakes and brownies. dinner included brisket, baked 
salmon, chicken strips, mashed potatos, three kinds of salad, 
roasted vegetables and accompanying sauces and dips.

3  the live auction featured a hunting trip, a weekend 
getaway at the inn above onion creek in Kyle, a cruise, 
football ticket packages and more. 

4  terry Lord bids on one of the many silent auction items 
before dinner. items available for bid included jewelry from 
Kendra Scott, a spa day from White Stone day Spa and a 
photography package from the Smile House Photography.

Compiled by Brett Thorne and Brandy Cohen
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Kyle Fair & Music Festival

the 2013 Kyle fair & music festival was held oct. 
17–20 and featured games, carnival rides, food, 
music a 5K run and more. the 5K drew 224 runners, 
doubling the size of last year’s event. 

1  members of the Josh Grider’s backing band warm 
up the crowd at JaB fest on oct. 19. the festival, 
which was held in conjunction with the Kyle fair & 
music festival was hosted by KoKE fm 98.5 in austin. 

2  attendees at the Kyle fair & music festival enjoy 
carnival rides and other attractions. the event was 
organized by the Kyle area chamber of commerce and 
Visitors’ Bureau. 

3  the lineup for JaB fest included the Josh abbot 
Band, Kyle Park, adam Hood, Sam riggs & the night 
People and more. 

2 31
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BUY ONE
GET ONE

HALF OFF!

Must purchase a minimum of 10 ounces. Limit 1 coupon per 
customer. Cannot be combined with any other off ers. 

No cash value. Expires December 11, 2013.

512-878-GOOD (4663)
1504 Aquarena Springs, #303 • San Marcos, Texas 78666

info@crazygoodyogurt.com

CrazyGoodYogurt.com

Complimentary on-site design service 
with purchase of $1000 or more!

15% OFF ANY PURCHASE

Cannot be combined. One coupon per customer. Exp. 12-11-13.

STYLISH FURNITURE, HOME DECOR 
& POTTERY AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

2521 S. IH-35 • San Marcos, Texas
Exit 201, North of Outlet Malls • www.Palzz.net

Come experiencencence
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309 N. Edward Gary • Across from Texas State
San Marcos, TX • 512-501-6724

1115 Main Street, Ste. 300 • Buda, TX • 512-523-4004

Expert jewelry & watch repair, battery replacement
30 years experience • Unique custom jewelry designs

This Christmas, surprise
her with diamonds!

HIGHEST PRICES PAID FOR GOLD & DIAMONDS

IF YOU DON’T BUY 
FROM US, YOU WILL 

PAY TOO MUCH!

HarpersJewelry.com

One per customer. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Limited time.

$50 OFF 
PURCHASE OF $250

$100 OFF 
PURCHASE OF $500

AWARD WINNING ARTISTS
PROFESSIONAL BODY PIERCING

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

512.392.0938
237 N. LBJ DR.

ONE BLOCK FROM THE SQUARE
WWW.CLASSICTATTOOTX.COM

O ne is welcomed to Skydive San 
Marcos by the timeworn shell 
of an aircraft, its nose facing the 

ground as if perpetually bracing for impact.
Next to the plane, a sign reads: “There is 

no such thing as a perfectly good airplane,” 
and in bold-red letters continues, “Learn to 
skydive!”

Assistant Manager Vic Krusi said 
skydiving has been offered at the Fentress-
based facility for more than 25 years. 

The drop zone, about 13 miles south of 
San Marcos, has attracted adventure-seek-
ers not only from Central Texas, but from 
throughout the world.

In fact, its owners, Paul and Jen Illing-
worth, hail from the United Kingdom.

Matt Webster, a native of England who 
visited Texas last year, trained at Skydive 
San Marcos and obtained his United States 
Parachute Association A license in a two-
week span.

“It’s pretty unusual for someone to travel 
here and be constricted to a two-week 
period of time and actually be able to prog-
ress through the entire thing,” Krusi said. 
“It’s unusual because there are so many 
factors that come in to play that they’re not 
in control of. Everything has to align just 
right.”

But Webster completed his training, 
which entails 25 jumps, during a nice patch 
of weather for skydiving and had no trouble 
meeting the objectives of the two-week 
course, Krusi said.

The USPA is a nonprofit dedicated to 

Skydive San Marcos
San Marcos business offers fun at 10,000 feet

Skydive San Marcos

Stat
e P

ark
 r

d.
80

130

111

airfield rd.

517 airfield road, fentress
512-488-2214
www.skydivesanmarcos.com

An aircraft shell greets visitors coming in from Hwy. 80. Skydiving has been offered at the Skydive San 
Marcos drop zone in Fentress for more than 25 years.

Vic Krusi, top, is the assistant manager at Skydive 
San Marcos. He has been skydiving full-time since 
the early 2000s. Skydivers have been taking the 
plunge at Skydive San Marcos’ drop zone near 
Fentress for more than 25 years. 
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By JJ Velasquez

“If you drag it out, you lose the skillset 
and have to re-jump,” Webster said. “If 
you can keep the momentum, that’s cer-
tainly a factor.”

As for skydiving novices, Webster said 
there is nothing like the rush of diving 
from an airplane 10,000 feet in the air.

“Do a tandem, or ‘try dive,’” he said. 
“There are very few people who walk 
away from this place not having enjoyed 
themselves.”

BuSINeSS

furthering the sport of skydiving, but the 
sport itself is not regulated federally.

While there are no laws governing 
skydiving, most drop zones are members 
of a parachute association and thus follow 
its guidelines. The USPA has more than 
32,000 members, according to its website.

With his USPA license, Webster proves 
he has obtained the skills necessary so 
that he can dive alone, for instance, with-
out an instructor.

He can also pack his own main para-
chute and jump in groups or into a body of 
water.

Skydiving can be an expensive sport 
to pick up. Krusi said initial overhead for 
becoming a licensed skydiver can total 
more than $5,000.

Beginners curious for a one-off jump, 
however, can try a tandem skydive, in 
which the jumper is paired with an instruc-
tor. On Saturdays and Sundays, Skydive 
San Marcos offers tandem skydives for 
$209. A discounted price of $199 is offered 
on Monday, Thursday and Friday.

Experienced skydivers are offered much 
lower rates.

“If you’re really keen to try it, if it’s for 
you and you find it interesting, then I 
don’t think there is anywhere better to do 
your jump [than Skydive San Marcos],” 
Webster said.

Webster said people taking it up on a 
regular basis ought to save their money 
and try to do as many jumps in a short 
span of time.

Dive right in

there are 25 instructors, 2 parachute 
packers and 1 pilot among the staff.

on an average  
Saturday, about  

300 dives  
will be made from  
an aircraft at  
Skydive San marcos.

Sky dive San marcos
operates 2 aircrafts for skydiving.

cessna 208 
caravan

dHc-6 
twin otter 
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H is predecessors in the 100-year-
old E.J. Cleveland General 
Store building “gently” resisted 

change, but James Rios is taking an 
approach to restaurant ownership that he 
hopes will invite growth in Buda while 
also honoring its past.

“Gently resisting change since 1913” 
was a tagline of E.J. Cleveland General 
Store, the original business at 100 N. 
Main St. The mantra had been impressed 
on the south-facing exterior wall until 
Rios opened his Cajun restaurant there 
in June.

While much of the interior has 
changed, the restaurateur salvaged its 
floors and century-old tin ceiling tiles. 
The name of the steak and seafood din-
ing establishment pays homage to its 
roots.

“It was only appropriate to keep the 
name,” said Rios, who also owns Center-
field, a Kyle sports bar. “I didn’t want to 
rewrite history.”

He tips his hat to his predecessors, but 
Rios, who settled here four years ago, 
aims to attract more people to the city, 
specifically downtown.

In providing a cuisine not as common 
in Central Texas as Tex-Mex or barbe-
cue, he hopes to generate interest in the 

Cleveland’s
Restaurateur builds buzz in Buda

Cleveland’s

2770
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Peach St.

100 n. main St., Buda
512-312-4387
Hours: 11 a.m.–11 p.m. mon., tues.;  
11 a.m.–midnight Wed.–fri., Sun.;  
11 a.m.–1 a.m. Sat.

Cleveland’s carries 16 different beers on tap, more than 30 wine selections and an array of specialty 
martinis and cocktails.

The open kitchen allows diners to watch their food 
being prepared at Cleveland's restaurant.

Shrimp and grits (top) is one of 45 items on the 
menu. The dishes served at Cleveland’s are never 
frozen, as the business does not even own a freezer. 
Rios said crab cakes (middle) and Shrimp Pontchar-
train (bottom) are two popular menu items. 
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By JJ Velasquez

historic district and highlight its rich 
tradition.

“I truly believe [Buda and Kyle] have 
the ability to turn into a miniature Fred-
ericksburg or Kerrville,” Rios said.

Cleveland’s has become a favorite of 
local Realtor Bruce King.

“I frequent the place,” King said. “I 
love the food. I hold meetings with cli-
ents there on a regular basis, and I meet 
friends there.

“What [Rios has] done is helped some 
of the other businesses to attract people 
to downtown,” he said. “We’ve got a neat 
little community there. We are just try-
ing to get people to come and enjoy the 
community.”

A native of California, King said Buda 
residents ought to embrace growth and 
build from it.

Among the popular items on the menu 
are the Snapper Pontchartrain, shrimp 
and grits, and pecan-crusted tilapia.

The bar has 16 beers on tap and more 
than 30 wine selections. It also serves 
martinis and other specialty drinks 
thanks to a mixed beverage license.

The freezer-less restaurant butchers 
its own meat, which allows it to serve 
up fresh steak and seafood at affordable 
rates, Rios said.

About 45 lunch and dinner items are 
featured on the menu. On Saturdays 
and Sundays, 20 to 25 brunch items are 
served. 

“[Buda residents] no longer need to 
make a trip to Austin … to enjoy a qual-
ity meal,” Rios said.

The owner said he has taken note of 
the sense of community his patrons, like 
King, have found in the restaurant.

“Everyone here, I feel like they take 
ownership,” he said. “They want to main-
tain what it’s become.

“We hope to be here forever and grow 
with Buda.”

DINING

Food for thought

25 people
are employed at cleveland’s.

the restaurant does not 
have a freezer.

there are about  

45 lunch and 
dinner items

on the menu. 

in one week, cleveland’s goes through 
150 pounds of shrimp and about  

100 pounds of rice.
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C hristopher Hanson and a few 
music lovers in the Hill Country 
are resurrecting a piece of San 

Marcos that has been dormant since 1957. 
The teacher who headed up the orches-

tra program at San Marcos High School 
retired that year, and the position was 
never filled. That is where the San Marcos 
Artistic Retention and Training Orches-
tra, or SMART Orchestra, comes in. 

Hanson decided to make it his per-
sonal mission to get an orchestra pro-
gram back in San Marcos’ schools.  

“I came to grad school at Texas State 
and found out that they didn’t have any 
community orchestras, and even worse, 
they didn’t have a public school strings 
program. That was honestly a culture 
shock,” Hanson said. 

Hanson began talking to friends 
and professors at Texas State, asking 
if anyone knew of young people in the 
area looking to become involved in a 
community orchestra. With the help of 
area musicians and professors, includ-
ing Howard Hudiburg, Deanna Badgett, 
Lynn Ledbetter and others, SMART 

Orchestra had its first performance at the 
First Baptist Church of San Marcos on 
Halloween in 2008. 

Just two years after SMART played 
its first show, a junior high orchestra 
program started at San Marcos CISD. 
In 2011, the high school program was 
resurrected. 

SMART President Phil Ruge-Jones 
said when the orchestra first formed, its 
membership was mostly composed of 
high school and middle school stu-
dents. This is the first year community 
members outside the schools have taken 
notice in SMART’s activities. 

The orchestra’s membership includes 
construction workers, dentists, pro-
fessors and school-age children. The 
common thread in the group is a love of 
orchestral music. 

The interaction of young, novice musi-
cians with older, experienced ones is part 
of SMART’s magic, Ruge-Jones said. 

At a recent rehearsal, 10-year-old 
Hannah Cady played her violin a few feet 
from 83-year-old Jim Roberts, who has 
been playing since he was eight years old. 

SMART Orchestra
San Marcos group brings music to the masses

Christopher Hanson (right) takes the San Marcos Artistic Retention and Training Orchestra through a few 
songs prior to the group’s Dec. 7 performance at the Sights & Sounds of Christmas festival.

Jim Roberts, an 83-year-old music teacher, sits in 
on a SMART rehearsal in October. Roberts plans to 
join the orchestra in the spring.

SMART President Phil Ruge-Jones said the organi-
zation’s membership has grown to about 50 musi-
cians of various ages and abilities.
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By Brett Thorne

NONPROFIT

SPANISH OAKS                    ESTATES

Near LOCKHART 
Near Hwy 20 & 130

SpanishOaksEstates.com 
(512) 695-3532

RESTRICTED TO STICK BUILT HOMES
AFFORDABLE LARGE ACREAGE LOTS 

upcoming performances 
• Dec. 7: Sights & Sounds of christmas, San marcos Plaza Park. 6-9 p.m. $5

• Dec. 14 and 15: “the nutcracker,” San marcos High School Performing arts center.  
Sat.: 7 p.m., Sun.: 2 p.m. $15

• Dec. 21: Holiday concert, Six flags San antonio, tBa

• May 22: fundraising gala, including live concert, silent auction and more, tBa

Hannah’s mother, Claire, said SMART’s 
influence goes beyond her daughter’s 
playing. 

“It’s different when you play by your-
self and when you play with a bunch 
of people,” Claire said. “This is helping 
Hannah grow as a person and a musi-
cian.”

The orchestra began its fall concert 
series Nov. 14 with an “Opera By Night” 
concert that included performances of 
pieces from the group’s repertoire. This 
year the group is booked to play five 
shows, including a spot on the final night 
of the Sights & Sounds of Christmas 
festival Dec. 7 in San Marcos. 

Ruge-Jones said the group is able to 
allow free general admission to most 
of its concerts because of partnerships 
with corporate sponsors as well as an 

early summer fundraiser that brought in 
$8,800 last year. This year’s fundraiser is 
set for May 22 and will include a perfor-
mance by the orchestra, a silent auction 
and dinner. 

“Our concerts are all free, so we aren’t 
bringing in money there unless someone 
wants to make a donation,” Ruge-Jones 
said. “That hasn’t always been the case, 
but we decided that we’re here to serve 
the city and if that [cost] is prohibitive, 
we want people to hear the music.”

Hanson said although a lot has been 
accomplished in the first five years of 
SMART’s existence, there are no plans to 
slow down. 

“I want people to come and experience 
what we’re offering,” Hanson said. “As 
long as there are still [music-lovers] in 
the Hill Country, we’ll be thriving.”
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B ruce King did not choose this job. 
The people chose him. 

For the last 20 years King has 
donned Santa Claus’ signature red suit 
with white trim at Christmas parties, 
parades, galas and the occasional Hal-
loween party. This year he will reprise 
his role as Saint Nick at the 27th Annual 
Sights & Sounds of Christmas festival 
in San Marcos, Dec. 4–7 at San Marcos 
Plaza Park. 

“I never set out and said, ‘Well, I’m 
going to be Santa,’” King said. “I’ve had a 
beard all my life so kids just come up to 
me and say, “Are you going to get me this 
for a present?” 

King, who works as a Realtor through-
out the year, said his beard, belly and 
rosy cheeks make him the perfect fit for 
the role. 

King will make his grand entrance 
into the four-day festival on a helicopter, 
motorcycle, classic car and boat. 

Sights & Sounds Board President Brian 
Olson has been overseeing the event 
since 2010. Olson said 80,000 people 
attended last year’s four-day festival, 
which broke the previous attendance 
record. 

“There’s not another event [in Central 
Texas] that pulls 80,000 people to it that 
doesn’t have a drip of alcohol,” Olson 
said. “Just by itself it’s a huge, huge thing 
for San Marcos.”

The festival has a legacy to maintain, 
he said. People travel to San Marcos 
from across the state to attend Sights & 
Sounds, and Olson said that drives him 
to work on the festival each year. 

“My ultimate goal is when someone 
comes [to Sights & Sounds], they say, 
‘This was even better than last year. It 
wasn’t the same thing. I wonder what 
next year will entail?’” Olson said. 

Olson said this year’s festival would 
include a petting zoo, performances by 

Sights & Sounds
Sights & Sounds lights up San Marcos

San Marcos Plaza Park
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One-night pass: $5 at the gate.
Fast pass: $6 presale at the San marcos 
Parks and recreation department and San 
marcos activity center, $8 at the gate.

The Sights & Sounds of Christmas festival will take 
place Dec. 4–7 at San Marcos Plaza Park. The event 
lights up the city with more than 1 million Christmas 
lights each year.

Santa will make appearances at Sights & Sounds 
each night. The event also includes a 5K and 1K 
Reindeer Dash, live music, food and more. 
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ORDER DIRECTLY FROM YOUR FACEBOOK PAGE!
VISIT WWW.FOXSPIZZADENTEXAS.COM 

OR DOWNLOAD THE FOXS PIZZA APP TO ORDER!

F
a

m
ily O

wned & O perated S

in
ce

 1
97

1

Serving Kyle & Buda!
147 Elmhurst Dr., Kyle, TX • (512) 268-3697

Serving New Braunfels & Gruene!
1551 N. Walnut Ave., New Braunfels, TX • (830) 627-3697

TAKE-OUT  •  DELIVERY  
DINE-IN  •  CATERING  

Coupon must be present. Offer good for equal or lessor value. 
Not valid with any other offer or special. Expires 12-11-13.

BUY ANY LARGE GOURMET PIZZA, 
GET A MEDIUM CHEESE PIZZA

FREE!
Sun–Thurs: 11am to 10pm, Fri & Sat: 11am to 11pm

local and regional bands as well as an 
ornament-making tent and laser show, 
all firsts for the festival. 

Artists performing at the event include 
the Invisible Czars, Carolyn Wonderland 
and Guy Forsyth and Joe McDermott.

Sights and Sounds will also feature its 
usual carnival rides, Bethlehem dis-
play, food court and more. Wednesday 
will be family night when all rides are 
half-price, and Thursday will be Texas 
State night, when drinks will be $1 for all 
attendees wearing Texas State attire.  

In addition to more entertainment 
offerings, the board is increasing its 
focus on the festival’s original purpose: 
fundraising for local non-profits. Olson 
said he is hoping to attract 15 non-prof-
its, which pay a fee to set up a booth to 
sell food and crafts. 

Last year the festival had 10 non-
profits selling everything from funnel 
cake to turkey legs. The 10 organizations 
collected $50,000 in four days, and Olson 
is aiming to increase that number to 
$75,000 this year. 

Marty Sorrell, local lay director of 
Hays Praise Emmaus, said this will mark 
the fifth year his organization has been a 
vendor at Sights & Sounds. 

In 2011, the holiday spirit at the event 
was dampened by rain, but Sorrell said 
Hays Praise Emmaus was still able to 
pull in $500 at the event. Sorrell said the 
organization raised a couple thousand 
dollars at last year’s event. The money 
was used to provide scholarships for 
participants in the organization, which 
provides training for future leaders in 
the Christian church. 

“It’s a wonderful event in and of 
itself,” Sorrell said. “For folks like us, 
it gives people a chance to say, ‘What’s 
Emmaus?,’ and we have brochures that 
can answer that question. It’s a great 
vehicle for that kind of thing.”

Santa’s appearances
mr. and mrs. claus will arrive at San 
marcos Plaza Park on different modes of 
transportation each night at 6:30 p.m. 

Friday: classic car

Wednesday: Helicopter Thursday: motorcycle

Saturday: Boat
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FABULOUS FASHIONS.
ELABORATE EVENTS.

ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES.

One coupon per customer. 
Expires 12-11-13.

$25 OFF
your purchase of
$75 OR MORE!

www.allthebestTiaras.com • 512-262-0113
5401 S. FM 1626, Ste. 185 • Kyle, TX (Kyle Marketplace with HEB Plus)

Monday - Saturday 10AM-6PM • Sunday 12PM-6PM

Providing a Continuum of Quality Health Services

At Corridor Primary Care, our skilled team of Pediatric 
and Internal Medicine physicians offer comprehensive 
medical care for your entire family. Conveniently located in 
the heart of San Marcos, with a Pediatric satellite office in 
Kyle, our courteous and knowledgeable staff works hard 
from first contact to make every visit to our office positive.

CORRIDOR PRIMARY CARE PEDIATRICS
512-392-1700 | www.corridorpd.com

601B Leah Ave. • San Marcos, TX
181 Kirkham Circle • Kyle, TX

CORRIDOR PRIMARY CARE INTERNAL MEDICINE 
512-396-1000 | www.corridorim.com

601A Leah Ave. • San Marcos, TX

Floral

Boutiques & novelties

B&B Quilting and Gifts
512-312-2299 | www.bbquilting.com
107 S. Austin St., Buda
Co-owner Lori Beckers said B&B Quilting and Gifts’ primary 
function is to support the quilting industry. Beckers and her 
business partner, Nancy Brinkley, sell 100 percent cotton 
fabric, quilting tools, pattern books and more.

2

Ahh Vapors
512-400-0447 | www.ahhvapors.com
210 W. San Antonio St., San Marcos
Part of a growing number of vape shops in town, Ahh Vapors 
offers an assortment of nicotine flavors for its patrons to 
inhale, and customers can also customize their juice. Owner 
Sharon Teal says students, teachers, military personnel, 
firefighters, EMT and police officers are eligible for discounts.

1

3 Buda’s Red Door
512-295-7818 | www.budasreddoor.com
316-A N. Main St., Buda
A variety of trendy women’s clothing, footwear, accessories 
and gifts are available at Buda’s Red Door, which in 
February will celebrate eight years in business. Owners 
Nelda Montemayor and Liz Keitz said the brands the 
boutique carries include Yellow Box and Waxing Poetic.

5 Crickets & Lotz of Shoes
512-396-1444 | www.mycrickets.com
302 University Drive, Ste. B, San Marcos
Owner Cindy Price said Crickets & Lotz of Shoes has been 
open since 1989, making it San Marcos’ oldest boutique. The 
store features statement piece necklaces, earrings, boots, 
scarves and more. 

Bowerbird
www.curiousbowerbird.com
215 N. Comanche St., San Marcos
Owner Katinka Pinka’s shop of antiques and curiosities 
features a wide range of vintage and antique housewares, 
light fixtures and clothing. Pinka is celebrating her shop’s 
1-year anniversary Dec. 7. 

4

Arts & entertainment

Jewelry

Hays County has just about every kind 
of business one would need to take 
care of his or her holiday shopping. 
The businesses listed here include 
everything from athletic shops to 
fashion-forward boutiques. Some 
have been in business in Hays 
County for decades, while others 
are relatively new to the community.  
Those who need to send gifts to 
out-of-town friends or family can 
even find a list of shipping centers 
throughout the county that can handle 
packing, shipping and just about any 
other mailing need. 

Retro Exchange
512-392-4822 | 314 N. LBJ Drive, San Marcos
Owner Mona Yarovinsky opened buy, sell and trade 
clothing store Retro Exchange in November 2003. Its 
clientele is largely composed of Texas State University 
students, and the store’s items appeal to the fashion 
sense of young adults, Yarovinsky said.

12

Paper Bear
512-396-2283 | www.paperbear.com
218 N. LBJ Drive, San Marcos
People have a hard time categorizing this 33-year-old 
shop in downtown San Marcos, owner Carol Powers said. 
Paper Bear carries all sorts of ephemera from yesteryear, 
including candies and toys, as well as souvenirs, clothing, 
purses and books.

11

Palazzo Reale
512-392-6304 | www.palzz.net
2521 S. I-35, San Marcos
Manager Diane Dupont said Palazzo Reale offers “big-city 
furniture at small-town prices.” The San Marcos furniture 
store boasts everything from home decor to pottery in styles 
ranging from rancho to rustic.

10

Main Mercantile Store
512-968-6052 | 310 N. Main St., Buda
Owner Linda Raby said her shop’s custom silk florals, home 
decor, antiques and jewelry have earned it the nickname 
“Little Fredericksburg.” In October, Raby changed the name of 
her business from Raby’s Roots to Main Mercantile Store. 

9

Langford Market Annex
512-754-9788 | www.langfordmarket.com
214 N. LBJ Drive, Ste. 102A, San Marcos 
Langford Market annex features one-of-a-kind contemporary 
women’s clothing at discounted rates. Nothing in the store 
costs more than $40, Manager Candice Trinidad said, and 
Langford’s own private label, Maude, makes the clothes.

8

Gotta Habit
512-667-7886 | 700 N. LBJ Drive, Ste. 113, San Marcos
Opening its doors in November 2012, Gotta Habit carries 
e-cigarettes, water pipes and hookahs, among other vapor 
products. Manager Samantha Czapkay invites patrons to 
visit the store on their birthday to receive a discount.

7

Cutie Πs
512-878-8436 | www.mycutiepi.com
1106 N. LBJ Drive, San Marcos
The shop sells a wide assortment of gifts for greeks and non-
greeks alike. The store’s offerings include hand-painted 
bulletin boards, vases and wooden pieces, as well as baby 
gifts, and more. 

6 Tiara’s Retail and Event Boutique
512-262-0113 | www.allthebesttiaras.com
5401 S. FM 1626, Ste. 185, Kyle 
Fashion for a cause is the impetus behind sisters Jenna 
Holland and Megan Masek’s Tiara’s Retail and Event 
Boutique. Apart from the many philanthropic initiatives its 
clothing, jewelry and gift sales help support, the Kyle store 
is also available as an event space.

13

Trends & Traditions
512-392-7236 | www.trendsandtraditionsboutique.com
1917 Corporate Drive, Ste. 100, San Marcos
Owner Kelly Leimneweber said Trends & Traditions aims to 
provide customers with “artful and soulful one-of-a-kind 
items.” Those items include dresses, shirts, jeans, boots, 
sandals and more. 

14

Two P’s & Callis Boutique
512-392-8967 | www.twopsboutique.com
690 Centerpoint Road, Ste. 205, San Marcos
From baby- to grandma-wear, Two P’s & Callis Boutique 
runs the gamut of apparel. The boutique has been in 
business for 20 years and also features home furnishings, 
gifts and footwear, including Tom’s shoes, Keyholder 
Jessica Johnston said.

15

Vape Shop
512-392-4525 | www.vapeshopsanmarcos.com
2626 Hunter Road, Ste. 101, San Marcos 
Lisa and Paul Ray opened Vape Shop in April and have 
been selling e-cigarettes and e-juice ever since. The store 
boasts a “tap wall” with about 200 flavors of e-juice for 
customers to choose from. 

16

Café Monet
512-805-2800 | www.cafemonet.org
145 E. Hopkins St., San Marcos
Café Monet gives the artists who enter its confines the 
opportunity to make handmade gifts that will last a 
lifetime, owner Jules Winson said. Pottery, fused glass 
and mosaic are among the media patrons use to make 
functional art. The studio also offers pottery classes, team-
building and summer camps for children and adults.

17

Lutrick’s Florist
512-268-1512 | www.lutricksflorist.com
101 Hall Professional Center, Ste. C, Kyle
Lutrick’s Florist, a family-owned business, has been 
providing Hays County residents with custom floral 
arrangements for any occasion for 10 years. The company 
is also able to provide delivery of floral arrangements. 

27

Garden-Ville
512-754-0060 | www.garden-ville.com 
2212 Old RR 12, San Marcos 
Garden-Ville, which is owned by an affiliate of Texas 
Disposal Systems, a waste management company, creates 
premium composts using fruits, vegetables, green waste 
and other materials.

26

Flowerland
512-353-5311 | www.flowerlandsm.com
1106 N. LBJ Drive, San Marcos
Gayle Guthrie Jackson said she and fellow co-owners 
Kathy Fife Schauer and Sharon Bridges Cleveland can 
provide a wide range of floral services at their shop, which 
has been in business for 40 years.

25

Christie’s Jewelers & Watch Repair 
512-392-4100 | www.christiesjewelry.com
215 E. Hutchison St., San Marcos
At Christie’s Jewelers & Watch Repair, the emphasis 
is on community, Manager Sarah Ragsdale said. Christie’s, 
which is in its fourth year of business, sells diamond, gold, 
silver, beaded and rhinestone jewelry.

22

Harper’s Fine Jewelry
512-501-6724 | www.harpersjewelry.com
309 N. Edward Gary St., San Marcos
1115 Main St., Ste. 300, Buda
The full-service jewelry store offers repairs, appraisals and 
custom work on everything from watches to wedding 
bands. The company has about thirty years of experience 
in the jewelry industry. 

23 24

Alfredo’s Jewelry Store
512-396-9188 | 110 W. Hopkins St., San Marcos
With more than 30 years of experience, owner Alfredo Cerda 
offers silver and gold jewelry, custom work and repairs at 
his San Marcos shop. Cerda said his clientele travels from 
as far away as Houston and McAllen for his services.

21

Superfly’s Lone Star Music Emporium
512-392-8030 | www.lonestarmusic.com
202 University Drive, Ste. C, San Marcos
The only locally owned record store in San Marcos is home to 
CDs and vinyl, new and used, of all genres, said Kristen 
Townsend, online sales manager. The store also sells posters, 
t-shirts, novelty items and music instrument accessories.

20

Mazak Music
512-396-1664 | www.mazakmusic.com
1236 N. Hwy. 123, San Marcos
Musical instruments abound at Mazak Music, owned by 
Louise Mullins. Guitars, basses, band and orchestra 
instruments, and more are sold at the music store. Guitar 
lessons, and instrument repairs are also offered.

19

Cardinal Frame & Art
512-392-7699 | www.cardinalframe.com
1904 Old RR 12, Ste. 101, San Marcos
Hugh and Vicky Simmons provide custom framing for art 
and photographs at their shop. The Simmonses have been 
in the framing business for about 40 years and also 
provide framed and unframed prints by Jack Sorenson and 
Michael C. McCullough at their shop. 

18

Compiled by Brett Thorne and JJ Velasquez
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Just in time for the holidays!
FREE BOOT 

CAMP SESSION!
Call Kay Wilson

512-665-0164
kay@texasfitchicks.com

LOSE WEIGHT
FEEL GREAT

personnel, inc
riorityP

Skilled temporary & long-term employment opportunities. 
Light Industrial, Offi ce/Clerical, Technical, Professional and Retail.

Better People. Better Jobs. Better Period.
Apply with us today for great job opportunities!

Equal Opportunity Employer

APPLY 

WITH US 

TODAY!

512-392-2323
prioritypersonnel.com
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UPS Store
512-805-0500 | www.theupsstorelocal.com
415 Guadalupe St., San Marcos
Owner Bill Blocker said the UPS Store provides an “office away 
from home” through its mailbox and notary services as well as 
its shipping, packing, printing and design services. 
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Arrowhead Bicycles
512-268-2600 | www.arrowheadbicycles.com
402 S. Old Hwy. 81, Kyle 
Owner Paul Greenfield said Arrowhead Bicycles sells and 
repairs bikes and outfits riders with accessories and 
clothing. During the holidays the store will offer 20 percent 
off all Endura clothing in the store. 
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Buda Skate Shop
512-295-0298 | www.budaskate.com
503 S. Loop 4, Ste. B, Buda 
Amy and Ed McMurray opened Buda Skate in early 
October, and the shop’s selection of skateboards, 
longboards, accessories and clothing feature many pieces 
that have been designed by local artists. 

29

Core Running
512-353-2673 | www.corerunningcompany.com
111 E. Hopkins St., San Marcos
Core Running sells running apparel, accessories and 
nutritional products. The company’s employees also provide 
free gait analysis to ensure customers purchase the right 
shoes and decrease the risk of injury. Each employee is 
professionally certified to perform professional shoe fittings. 

30

New Age Skate Shop
512-312-9782 | www.newageskateshop.com
203 Railroad St., Ste. 1A, Buda
New Age Skate Shop sells skateboards, longboards and 
accessories, including shoes, apparel and more. The shop 
sells skateboard brands like Anti-Hero, Birdhouse and 
World Industries. 

31

Pedal Power
512-396-7433 | www.mypedalpower.com
2617 S. I-35, San Marcos 
Owner Tamara Piper said Pedal Power sells children’s 
bikes, mountain bikes, hybrids, cruisers “and everything in 
between.” 

32

Buda Postal Station
512-295-7700 | www.budapostalstation.com
1645 Main St., Buda
In addition to shipping and packing services, owners Mike 
and Tammy Jackson offer laminating, faxing, printing, notary 
services and more at Buda Postal Station. 

34

37
PakMail

512-393-3420 | www.paknshiptx.com
102 Wonder World Drive | San Marcos
Co-owner Judy Johnson said PakMail, which celebrates its 
10th year of business in December, specializes in shipping 
and freight services. The company also offers frequent 
shipper discounts.  

35

People’s Postal
1-800-994-7678 | www.peoplespostal.com
People’s Postal currently offers shipping services via two 
dropbox locations in San Marcos. The company is planning 
to open a full-service shipping center in San Marcos in 
December.

36

Copper House Liquor & Cigars
512-216-6075 | www.copperhouseliquor.com| 925-A Hwy. 80, San Marcos
Copperhouse Liquor & Cigars sells an assortment of beer, wine, liquor and 
premium cigars.The business celebrates its first year of business in December.

38

Fridaze Liquor
512-268-6505 | 130 Kirkham Circle, Kyle
General Manager Thomas Atnipp said craft beer sales account for half of the 
business at Fridaze. Atnipp said the store also sells a wide variety of whiskey’s 
vodkas, rums, cigars and more.

39

Texas Skate Boards and Apparel
512-392-5858 | www.txsk8.com
241 N. LBJ Drive, San Marcos
Texas Sk8 opened in 2008 and has been outfitting 
skateboarders ever since. The shop sells a wide variety of 
skateboards, longboards, clothing and accessories.

33

Community Impact Newspaper 
attempted to list as many 
locally owned businesses as 
possible, but this guide is not 
comprehensive. To include 
your business in our online 
list, email your information to 
sbknews@impactnews.com.
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ROUND ROCK
170 Deep Wood Dr., Suite 104

Round Rock, TX 78681

All physicians are 
Board Certi ed in 
Endocrinology and 

Metabolism.

Certi ed Diabetes 
Educators on staff.

AUSTIN
6500 N Mopac

Bldg. 3, Suite 200
Austin, TX 78731

(512) 458-8400

Serving San Marcos, Buda, Kyle and Southwest Austin

Diabetes - Management of types 1 and 2 diabetes, continuous 
glucose monitoring, insulin pump therapy, dietitian services, and 
Certi ed Diabetes Educators

Thyroid - Fine needle biopsies of thyroid nodules, treatment of 
thyroid cancer, and hyper- and hypothyroidism 

Thyroid Ultrasound - Accredited by the American Institute of 
Ultrasound Medicine. Physicians certi ed in neck ultrasound.

Osteoporosis - Treatment and bone-density testing.

Glandular Disorders - Treatment of pituitary, adrenal and other 
hormonal conditions

Clinical Research - Types 1 and 2 diabetes, obesity, thyroid, 
osteoporosis and cholesterol disorders. (512) 334-3505 

Weight-Loss Program - Both patients with and without diabetes. 
(512) 334-3484

Experts in diabetes, thyroid, osteoporosis and hormonal conditions

Thomas Blevins, M.D. Luis Casaubon, M.D. Valerie Espinosa, M.D.  Tira Chaicha-Brom, M.D. Lindsay Harrison, M.D.

Welcoming two new physicians to our practice!

www.thelegacytx.com

Kids 12 & under FREE! 

live performances

town of bethlehem

NEW laser light show

holiday arts & crafts

carnival & food court

free petting zoo

Free santa photos
4x6 keepsake photo included

December 4th to 7th 2013
San Marcos Plaza park, 5-11PM

FAMILY NIGHT
Wednesday, Dec. 4th

Enjoy 1/2 price carnival rides!

jingle bell 5k & 1k Walk/RUN
Saturday, december 7th

Event info: 512-393-8400 | www.Sights-n-sounds.org
limited $6 four day wristbands available at san marcos activity center and Parks & rec office

Presented by Central texas Medical center

The invincible czars - THURS.
Carolyn Wonderland & Guy forsyth - Fri.
Joe mcDermott - Sat.
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Weddings • Portraits
Sports • Real Estate

Video & More SATURDAY, DEC. 14TH, 1PM: 
Bastrop, TX, Jerry Faye Wilhelm PAC

SUNDAY, DEC. 15TH, 3PM: 
Hays Performing Arts Center

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO SIGN UP FOR CLASSES!
512-292-3772 • DetteDancers.com

1807 Slaughter Lane, Ste. 325 • Austin, TX 78748 

D’Ette & Co. Dancers presents

The Nutcracker 
For Children by Children

Tickets available at DetteDancers.com or 512-292-3772

County will need 93,141 acre-feet of water 
per year by 2060, an increase of about 63,000 
acre-feet from the 2013 demand. 

Hays County Precinct 4 Commissioner 
Ray Whisenant said the agreement with 
Forestar will give Hays County access to one 
of the largest supplies of water in the state.

 “Right now the reservation is there to 
make sure [Forestar] can [provide] the 
water, not only in quantity, but in quality,” 
Whisenant said. “There is a large, large vol-
ume of water underground there. I think 
probably as significant a volume as there is 
in the state of Texas.”

 Under terms of the agreement, Forestar 
will give Hays County a reservation of up to 
45,000 acre-feet of water per year at a rate of 
$22.22 per acre-foot, or about $1 million per 
year, for the first five years of the agreement. 
After the initial five-year term, the rate will 
increase to $75 per acre-foot, or about $3.38 
million annually.  

 Exactly how that water will make the 
trip to Hays County remains to be seen. 
Whisenant estimated that it would be at 
least “five years plus” before the county had a 
pipeline in place to transport the water from 
Bastrop and Lee counties.

 Preliminary estimates show that the 
water could be transported to Hays County 
at rates that would be competitive with other 
water providers in the area, Whisenant said. 
Residents of Dripping Springs who receive 
water from the city currently pay about $54 
for 5,000 gallons of water per month.

 “There appears to be an ability at the pric-
ing we’re working with in our contract that 
would see water come to some point in Hays 
County at a cost that is almost the same as, 
for example, the water from Lake Travis that 
gets to the city of Dripping Springs, through 
the west Travis County system,” Whisenant 
said. “They are well-within marketable 
ranges of cost.”

Lawsuit
 Forestar appealed the conservation dis-

trict’s decision to only approve 12,000 of the 
45,000 acre-feet requested in its application, 
but the district chose not to take action on 
the appeal, so it failed.  

Water
Continued from | 1

According to a TWDB survey from 
August, about 25 percent of the water in the 
Simsboro is easily rechargeable, meaning 
that rainfall can replenish about 25 percent 
of the entire aquifer annually.

 “There being over 11 million acre-feet 
of exportable water means that the 45,000 
acre-feet reserved by Hays is but a small 
percentage of the available water in Lee and 
Bastrop counties,” Cobb said.

Conservationists in the two counties have 
said the amount of water in the aquifer that 
is rechargeable is closer to about 30,000 
acre-feet, and the 11 million cited by Cobb 
from the TWDB study is an overstatement.  

Ed McCarthy, a representative of Fore-
star from the law firm Jackson, Sjoberg, 

McCarthy & Wilson, LLP, presented an 
alternative plan to the district Nov. 4, hoping 
to appease critics of the original plan. 

“When we heard concerns that our proj-
ect was too big, was going to pump too 
much water too quickly and could put too 
great a demand on the aquifer, we had pro-
posed and discussed with staff the oppor-
tunities to phase in our project over time,” 
McCarthy said. 

Under the new plan, Forestar would phase 
in its plan to pump 45,000 acre-feet annually 
over the course of 25 years. 

 At the Nov. 4 meeting, the conservation 
district’s board of directors granted a rehear-
ing tentatively scheduled for December. 

 Cobb said the agreement with Forestar 

is one part of a water strategy that includes 
conservationism and planning to provide 
adequate water for the region.

“It has become increasingly clear that, 
in the near future, any available water will 
be sold to Travis or Bexar County or to 
private water purveyors who will control 
our water,” Cobb said. “We either reserve 
water in the name of Hays County now, or 
in the future we will be forced to buy our 
water from private companies at whatever 
price they demand.”

Hays county’s annual water  
demand as of 2011:  

28,000 acre-feet

Hays county’s agreement with forestar 
real Estate Group inc. includes an annual 
reservation for 45,000 acre-feet of water. 
that amount is about 150 percent of the 
county’s current annual demand for water. 
Hays county Judge Bert cobb said the 
intent of the agreement is to create a 
regional solution for cities and counties in 
central texas to quench the area’s long-
term water needs. forestar’s application for 
the 45,000 acre-feet was essentially denied 
in october. instead, the board of the Lost 
Pines Groundwater conservation district, 
the entity in charge of permitting water in 
the area, granted 12,000 acre-feet per year. 
a rehearing for forestar’s application has 
been scheduled for december. 

Shoring up Hays County’s water supply

1 acre-foot equals 

325,851.40 
gallons of water

45,000 acre-feet 
of water per year is included in  

Hays county’s deal with forestar.

Hays county 
courthouse 

San marcos

Sources: the texas Water development 
Board and Hays county

forestar well
Bastrop county

83 miles  
between the nearest  

proposed forestar well and  
the Hays county courthouse

that is equivalent to covering 34,031 football fields in 1 foot of water.

Hays county’s future 
annual water demand is 
estimated to steadily 
grow to more than 
115,000 acre-feet of 
water by 2070.

38,017
48,140

61,376
74,249

93,141

115,037

What is the key to meeting Central Texas’ long-term  
water needs?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/sbk-poll.
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San Marcos
Continued from | 1

and sidewalks. 
The city’s SmartCode, adopted in 2011, 

guides development downtown and already 
requires Complete Streets principles. Lewis 
said many of the city’s current projects 
adhere to Complete Streets principles.

Hutchison Street is becoming more in 
line with Complete Streets principles, Lewis 
said. Construction on that project has been 
ongoing since 2012. When completed, the 
street will include wide sidewalks, pedes-
trian-scale lighting, street furniture and on-
street parking. The first phase of the project, 
which included relocation of electric utilities 
underground as well as on-street parking, 
was completed in early November. 

In situations where right of way is not 
available, such as the current project to 
reconstruct North LBJ Drive, the city is 
looking to tighten driving lanes. Most lanes 
in San Marcos are 12 to 14 feet wide, but city 
staff are looking to narrow them to 10.5 feet 
or 11 feet, Lewis said. 

“We’ve built our streets so large that 
narrowing them down and redefining the 
space with the existing space you have usu-
ally works really well,” he said. 

The city’s budget may not always allow 
for all the elements of Complete Streets in 
routine maintenance of a roadway, but city 
staff would evaluate the feasibility of adding 
those elements and search for additional 
funding that would allow for creation of a 
full Complete Street, Lewis said. 

“If the project is a new construction or a 
full reconstruction of a street, then we’ll be 
doing it as a Complete Street,” Lewis said. 

North lbJ Dr. reconstruction

Aquarena Springs overpass

Rattler Road extension

hunter Road widening

Project engineer Shaun condor said the north LBJ drive project includes a 
complete reconstruction of the road. in addition to repaving, sidewalks will be 
added to both sides of the road and the lanes will be widened to 14-foot shared 
lanes for bikes and automobiles.

condor said the road is a popular thoroughfare for texas State university students. 

“the road itself is in horrible shape,” condor said. “You can see the goat trails 
where kids have been walking, and there are potholes all over the place.”

the $6.5 million project is being funded through a combination of city and federal 
funds. condor said the city is sharing the cost of the project with the capital area 
metropolitan Planning organization, which provided $1 million.  

Winter 2014–winter 2016 | Cost: $23 million

according to the texas department of transportation’s 2012 traffic 
counts, 17,900 cars use aquarena Springs drive every day. the aquarena 
Springs overpass project is designed to make that trip easier by allowing 
motorists to drive over the union Pacific railroad tracks.

the tracks intersect aquarena Springs near Post road. When one of the 
more than 20 trains that pass through San marcos on a given day are 
nearby, traffic is forced to stop and wait for the train to pass.

the bridge will include two 12-foot-wide lanes in each direction, a 4-foot-
wide median and 5-foot-wide shoulders. Post road will also be widened 
to include a 14-foot-wide and 12-foot-wide lane in each direction.

March 2014–fall 2015 | Cost: $7 million

the contentious roundabout issue was settled when San 
marcos city council directed city staff to remove plans to 
build the traffic feature from a project to widen Hunter road/
Hopkins Street in october. 

the road will be widened to include a left-turn lane at Hunter 
road’s intersection with Bishop Street, a center turn lane from 
Bishop to San antonio Street and two lanes in either direction 
with a center turn lane from the Purgatory creek bridge to 
Wonder World drive. 

the road will also include shoulders and multiuse paths 
for cyclists and pedestrians, as well as a new bridge over 
Purgatory creek to replace a low-water crossing. Project 
manager richard reynosa said most of the project is being 
funded by camPo, and the city is picking up the remainder. 

oct. 2013–May 2014

Cost: $3.2 million

construction on the rattler 
road extension began in 
october, and Hays county 
Precinct 1 commissioner 
debbie Gonzales-ingalsbe 
said it is expected to be 
completed in may 2014. the 
road will be extended from its 
current end near San marcos 
High School to Hwy. 123.

randall morris, a developer 
partnering with the city of 
San marcos and Hays county 
on the project, said the road 
will include two lanes in 
either direction as well as a 
center median, sidewalks and 
landscaping features. 
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San marcos’ 
construction projects

the city of San marcos is 
engaged in many projects aimed 
at increasing mobility, improving 
streets and accomodating more 
users.  
the ordinance, which city 
council approved on first 
reading nov. 6, would require 
all new road construction to 
have sidewalks, bike lanes and 
other features. 

Existing roadway
roadway to be 
built or widened

Texas State 
University  

Bobcat Stadium

Texas State University  

Golf Course La
ur

el
 S

t.

Post rd.

aquarena Springs dr.

Spring 
Lake

Bobcat
Village
housing

Proposed roadway 
Proposed overpass

Oct. 2013–spring 2015 | Cost: $6.5 million

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com
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Retire from Life.

Maybe your idea of retirement is having a second 
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ReAL eSTATe

Market Data
On the market  (October 2013) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Price Range Buda Kyle San Marcos Buda Kyle San Marcos

Less than $100,000 1 0   6 13 0 159

$100,000–$149,999 5 23 15 46 63 60

$150,000–$199,999 26 64 36 59 60 70

$200,000–$299,999 36 27 25 83 99 312

$300,000–$399,999 13 1 5 77 270 133

$400,000–$499,999 10 2 5 89 158 114

$500,000–$749,999 6 0 5 89 0 296

$750,000–$999,999 2 0 2 307 0 144

$1 million + 2 1 0 21 86 0

Number of homes sold Average price

Month Buda Kyle San Marcos Buda Kyle San Marcos

October 2013 40 53 11 $209,287 $179,168 $281,074

October 2012 47 53 11 $189,073 $135,631 $185,722

September 2013 56 70 22 $224,547 $168,849 $202,637

August 2013 58 88 28 $202,895 $156,066 $231,725

July 2013 43 68 34 $254,869 $150,452 $177,787

June 2013 41 60 19 $221,785 $160,506 $166,532

May 2013 51 64 27 $215,178 $139,573 $208,046

April 2013 39 43 20 $218,014 $157,433 $193,705

March 2013 35 58 25 $218,122 $150,879 $193,202

Market data provided by
Chris Dunkin, Broker

StarTex Real Estate
512-312-1150 

chris@startexrealestate.com

Featured Neighborhood
Hometown Kyle, Kyle

Build-out year: Not built out

Builders: Pulte Homes, Ryland Homes

Square footage: 1,443–3,081

Home values: $156,990–$259,900

HOA dues (estimated): $400 annually

Amenities: Walking trails, playscape, basketball and 
tennis courts, toddler parks, on-site middle school

Nearby attractions: Gregg-Clarke Park, Kyle Pool, Seton 
Medical Center Hays, nearby shopping at Kyle Parkway 
and Southpark Meadows

Property taxes:

City of Kyle 0.5244
Hays County ESD No. 5 0.1000
Hays County 0.4252
Special Road District 0.0438
Hays CISD 1.4613
Austin Community College 0.0951
Total (per $100 value) $2.6498

Homes on the market (As of Nov. 8, 2013)

Featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (Nov. 1, 2012–Oct. 31, 2013)

No. of homes for sale 27

No. of homes under contract 4

Average days on the market 68

No. of homes sold 94

Square footage (low/high) 1,669 / 3,906

Selling price (low/high)  $128,900 / $234,900

r
ebel d

r.

Bunton rd.
35

130

150
3 Bedroom / 3 Bath 2,007 sq. ft. $209,990
Agent: Don Cox  512-563-1188

1173 Beechwood Drive

5 Bedroom / 3 Bath 2,991 sq. ft. $194,900
Agent: Diane Sanders  512-353-5171

148 Birch Drive

4 Bedroom / 3 Bath 2,704 sq. ft. $224,900
Agent: Ernie Hatton  512-328-8333

245 Sweet Gum

4 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,991 sq. ft. $170,000
Agent: Jennifer Frizzell  512-454-6873

136 Pond Lily
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289 Silver Peak Drive
San Marcos, Texas 78666 

35

Saddle Rum Way

N. Fo
rk Rd.

• Fully-Equipped Clubhouse
• Sparkling Swimming Pool
• 24-Hour Fitness Facility
• Basketball Court  • Pet Friendly Community
• Children’s Playscape  • Large, Open Areas
• Picnic Gazebo  • Well-kept Landscaping

Saddlebrook is in the perfect location between San Antonio and Austin. 
We offer peaceful, country living right at the city's doorstep.

Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency

78610 Cimarron Park 12510 Darryl Drive 2br/2ba $170,000 1,320 Yenis Schicht Keller Williams Realty

78610 Elliott Ranch 859 Little Bear Road 4br/3ba $598,000 4,480 Craig Sanderson Keller Williams Realty

78610 Elliott Ranch 1413 Little Bear Road 4br/3ba $619,000 4,236 Kendred Manceaux Keller Williams Realty

78610 Elliott Ranch 226 Whitney Run 5br/4ba $489,972 4,589 Dean Erickson Keller Williams Realty

78610 Garlic Creek West 1190 Talley Loop 4br/3ba $322,000 3,210 Mary Rodriguez Keller Williams–Lake Travis

78610 Rolling Hills 150 Blackbird 3br/2ba $125,000 1,288 Audrey Church Keller Williams Realty

78610 Ruby Ranch 801 Clark Cove 4br/4ba $575,000 5,575 Anita Howe Private Label Realty

78610 Ruby Ranch 284 Ware 4br/3ba $439,900 3,268 Jason Randall RE/MAX Capital City III

78610 Stonefield 542 Sandstone Trail 4br/2ba $199,990 2,640 Christine Rougeux ZipRealty

78610 Sunfield 483 Moonwalker Trail 3br/2ba $179,165 1,538 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty

78610 Sunfield 348 Moonwalker Trail 3br/2ba $169,720 1,672 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty

78610 Sunfield 465 Moonwalker Trail 3br/2ba $175,455 1,443 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty

78610 Sunfield 150 Orchard Hill Trail 4br/2ba $269,036 2,545 Pamela Buske RE/MAX Capital City II

78610 Whispering Hollow 640 Bayou Bend Drive 3br/2ba $254,000 3,028 Albert Tagle Keller Williams Realty

78640 Dove Hollow 225 Montague Drive 3br/2ba $139,000 1,440 Russell Colliau Keller Williams–Lake Travis

78640 Goforth Estate 620 Cody Lane 3br/2ba $78,000 1,456 Alicia Cabezuela Prudential Texas Realty

78640 Green Pastures 308 Lilac Way 3br/2ba $79,900 1,540 Christine Rougeux ZipRealty

78640 Green Pastures 702 Lilac Way 1br/1ba $35,000 928 Gretchen Woellner Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78640 Hometown Kyle 208 Catalpa Drive 4br/2ba $169,800 1,857 Denise DeJardo ZipRealty

78640 Indian Paintbrush 280 Indian Paintbrush Drive 4br/2ba $151,900 2,362 Jackie Maloy Keller Williams Realty

78640 Plum Creek 5659 Fergus, Unit B 3br/2ba $139,000 1,584 Brenda Blaine Stanberry & Associates

78640 Plum Creek 6241 Negley, Unit B 2br/2ba $129,900 1,160 Rene Gonzalez J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78640 Plum Creek 1218 Kirby Lane 4br/3ba $360,000 3,970 Sang Lee Swayne Keller Williams Realty

78640 Plum Creek 4360 Mather 2br/2ba $140,000 1,332 Tyler Cobb J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78640 Post Oak 196 Goddard 3br/2ba $132,800 1,125 Denise DeJardo ZipRealty

78640 Prairie on the Creek 211 Buttercup St. 3br/2ba $138,900 1,358 Linda King HomeCity Inc.

78640 Southlake Ranch 173 Onyx Lake Drive 3br/2ba $147,500 1,425 Meredith Berry Stanberry & Associates

78640 Southlake Ranch 360 Lake Washington Drive 3br/2ba $161,900 2,042 Andy Allen Keller Williams Realty

78640 Spring Branch 346 Jim Miller Drive 3br/2ba $158,500 1,701 Sandra Alvarez Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78666 Blanco River Village 237 Newberry Trail 3br/2ba $159,900 1,518 Jenny Mangrum BH&G Real Estate Bradfield Properties NB/CL

78666 Blanco Vista 106 Old Settlers Drive 5br/3ba $244,900 3,102 Celena Martinez Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates 

78666 Cottonwood Creek 115 Hoya Lane 3br/2ba $192,282 1,710 David Clinton D.R. Horton–Austin 

78666 Country Estates 1600 Mustang Lane 4br/2ba $298,800 2,573 Laurie Jarrett Keller Williams New Braunfels

78666 El Camino Real 185 Valero Drive 3br/2ba $153,319 1,338 David Clinton D.R. Horton–Austin 

78666 Hill Country Estates 2420 Hugo Road 4br/2ba $179,000 2,118 Frances Harrell Coldwell Banker First National

78666 Hills of Hays 1113 Overlook Way 3br/2ba $129,500 1,278 Erin Leavitt Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates 

78666 Hughson Heights 108 E. Sierra Circle 4br/2ba $180,000 1,774 Fred Terry Hart Properties

78666 Oakwood Hills 7990 RR 12 4br/2ba $325,000 2,333 Robbie Wiley Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates 

78666 Pecan Creek Condos 421 W. San Antonio St. 1br/1ba $80,000  559 Holly Morris Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates 

78666 Siesta Verde 2715 Arroyo Doble 5br/5ba $341,000 3,391 Lucy Gamez Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates 

ZIP code guide
Buda 78610
Kyle 78640
San Marcos 78666

226 Whitney Run

208 Catalpa Drive

185 Valero Drive

346 Jim Miller Drive

ReAL eSTATe

These residential real estate listings were added to the market between 8/21/13 and 11/13/13 for Buda and Kyle and on 11/13/13 for San Marcos. The listings were included and provided by the San Marcos Board of Realtors and the Austin Board of 
Realtors. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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