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Kyle Chamber CEO settles  
into new role

ONlINE ImpacTNews.cOm

By Wes Ferguson
San Marcos will snuff out 

public indoor smoking in 
June 2014. The city had been 
trying to quit for more than 
two years. 

On Oct. 2, City Council 
members approved an ordi-
nance that prohibits smokers 
from lighting up inside bars, 
restaurants, workplaces and 
other public indoor areas. The 
ordinance also bans outdoor 
smoking on city property, 
including parks and open 
spaces, but it allows smoking 
in some outdoor public areas 
such as restaurant patios.

“This is a lifesaving effort,” 
San Marcos Mayor Daniel 
Guerrero said. “This is one 
of those health initiatives 
that will save lives, whether 
of someone working at that 
establishment or an individ-
ual frequenting that establish-
ment.”

San Marcos’ ban is modeled 
after smoking ordinances in 

Austin and San Antonio.
City officials had consid-

ered strengthening the smok-
ing ordinance in summer 
2011, but council members 
ultimately decided not to 
call a referendum asking vot-
ers whether they supported 
further restrictions. A city-
funded poll conducted in Feb-
ruary 2013 indicated increas-
ing support for a San Marcos 
smoking ban.

“Most people are surprised 
when you come to San Mar-
cos and you can smoke in 
bars,” Councilwoman Kim 
Porterfield said.

Business owners’ rights
At public hearings in 

August and September, two 
San Marcos bar owners spoke 
in opposition to the ban, say-
ing it could harm their busi-
ness and infringe on their 
rights.

“My business is mine,” said 
See Smoking | 27

Public skepticism stalls 
rollout of roundabouts
By Wes Ferguson and Brett Thorne

Plans to build traffic round-
abouts in San Marcos and Kyle 
are colliding with vocal oppo-
sition from residents in both 
cities.

On Oct. 2, San Marcos City 
Council reversed previous deci-
sions and directed the city’s 
engineering staff to remove 
plans for a roundabout from a 
project to widen Hunter Road/
Hopkins Street.

In Kyle, the Texas Department See Roundabouts | 29

of Transportation is planning to 
build a two-lane roundabout 
at the intersection of FM 1626 
and Kohler’s Crossing, but City 
Council has put a final deci-
sion on hold until the results of 
a TxDOT traffic study become 
available later this fall. 

At public meetings and open 
houses in 2013, San Marcos 
residents voiced consistent 
opposition to a roundabout that 
would have been built at the 

TxDOT revives plans for  
long-delayed SH 45 SW
By Joe Olivieri

SH 45 SW, the proposed 
connection between MoPac 
and FM 1626 in Hays County, 
showed new signs of life in 
October.

The Texas Department of 
Transportation and the Cen-
tral Texas Regional Mobility 
Authority held an open house 
for the project Oct. 8. About 
200 people visited Bailey Mid-
dle School in Southwest Austin 
to view maps, leave comments 
and hear updates from trans-
portation experts. See SH 45 SW | 30

When built, SH 45 SW is 
expected to relieve traffic con-
gestion on Brodie Lane by 
providing Hays County driv-
ers with a faster way to get to 
MoPac and downtown Austin.

The connector has been dis-
cussed in some form since the 
mid-1980s, when it was part of a 
loop concept encircling Austin. 

In 1997, Travis County voters 
approved $3.3 million in road 
bonds to purchase rights of way 
to build the 3.6-mile segment 
dubbed SH 45 SW.  

San Marcos City Council canceled plans to build a roundabout at the intersection 
of Hopkins and West San Antonio streets amid resident protests.
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Source: City of San Marcos

San Marcos bans 
smoking indoors

New smoking ordinance starts June 1

Where smoking is prohibited
• Bars, retail stores and other indoor public places
• city parks, playgrounds and athletic facilities
• Enclosed areas of workplaces
• indoor and outdoor city property

Exemptions
• Private residences
• Hotel or motel rooms designated for smoking
• retail tobacco stores
• nursing home rooms occupied by smokers
• outdoor areas of workplaces
• outdoor seating areas of restaurants, bars & lounges

Penalties
Violation of the ordinance is a Class C misdemeanor.
• First violation: $200
• Second violation: $500
• third and subsequent violations: $2,000
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Advanced Mobility Systems of Texas
512-295-3800 | www.advancedmobility.net
239 Commercial Dr. | Buda, TX 78610 | 866-211-8267

Wheelchair Accessible Vans & Trucks
Wheelchair & Scooter Lifts

Transfer Seats & Hand Controls

I am new to the road-
biking community, and 
apart from learning how 
to remain upright while 
clipped into my bicycle’s 
pedals, I am also becom-
ing increasingly aware 
of the need to improve 
some of our roadways 
that simply can no longer 
accommodate a mass of 
travelers.

Safety concerns are at 
the center of transportation planning. Cities must weigh 
several factors, including current road conditions and 
ease of mobility for vehicles, bicycles and pedestrians. 
According to a 2013 study by Oakridge National Labora-
tory, the number of vehicles in the United States is grow-
ing faster than the population. Ironically, the number of 
miles traveled per vehicle has fallen in recent years.

A long commute can be maddening, but recent City 
Council meetings have proven that nothing gets San 

Marcos and Kyle residents fired up quite like a proposed 
roundabout. Signs and T-shirts represented the opposi-
tion’s feelings at a council meeting in San Marcos in 
October. Partly because of the citizens’ civic engage-
ment, the council slammed the brakes on the decision to 
move forward with the transportation project. In Kyle, 
the opportunity to “yield to the left” is still a possibility. 

While transportation projects are underway, we often 
feel  inconvenienced and only briefly notice the improve-
ments upon their completion—there seems to be a uni-
versal expectation that getting around should be easy. 
The next time you venture down a newly paved road, 
such as the FM 150 extension in Kyle, take a moment 
to enjoy the new route, and please yield to cyclists and 
pedestrians—I may be pedaling alongside you.

FROm ThE GENERAl mANAGER

melissa nicewarner daly
general manager

mdaly@impactnews.com

Correction: Volume 3, issue 6
• on Page 10, in an article titled “district attorney plans 
to leave office,” Hays county district attorney Sherri 
tibbe’s term ends in 2015.

ReaDeR cOmmeNTs
San marcos City Council OKs budget, utility increases

The city has raised water rates before for what they say 
was to encourage conservation, but then they came back 
[and] raised the rates again because of lack of usage. This 
is rotten.

— Greg Lambert

Kyle Planning and Zoning Commission recommends 
truck stop approval

Our city charter makes no mention of economic develop-
ment as one of the duties of the  Planning and Zoning Com-
mission. It states they should “ensure consistency of any 
land use with the adopted comprehensive plan.” ...This is 
not the highest and best land use for this property in terms 
of economic development. Nor does it comply with the 
character and intent of our comprehensive plan, which is 
what the decision should have been based on. The P&Z 
Commission should stick to their duties under the city 
charter and stay away from making decisions based on 
economic development. Maybe this is contributing to why 
the city is in debt $70 million.

— Lila Knight

COmmUNITy FEEDbACk
Take The pOll

Do you agree with cities that ban indoor 
smoking in public places?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/sbk-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

lasT mONTh’s pOll ResulTs

Which preventive measures will most 
improve the health of Hays County 
residents?

results from an unscientific Web survey collected 9/16/13–10/4/13

  40%

Better access to safe places to exercise

7%

improved access to family and general 
practice doctors

  30%

Free screenings and educational outreach

  23%

more affordable healthy eating options
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SNUGTOPS • TRAILERS
TRUCK ACCESSORIES • SHEDS

Stone’s 
Trailers

Proud Dealer of 
SnugTop for 

over 20 years!
2001 N. IH-35 | San Marcos, TX 78666 
M-F 9a.m. - 5p.m. | Sat. 9a.m. - 2p.m.512-353-8244 • StonesTrailers.com

Come in and check out our new

HEADING SOUTH: Exit #207 at River Ridge Pkwy. 
HEADING NORTH: Exit #206 at Aquarena 

Springs, take turnaround at River Ridge Pkwy.

• Clean, dependable 
power anywhere!

• No gas required! 

• Made in America 
& built to last!

SOLAR 
TRAILERS!

COOK PORTABLE WAREHOUSES
BARN • UTILITY • GARAGE • GARDEN SHED • CABIN

COOK BUILDINGS WITH 
RENT TO OWN OPTION
• NO CREDIT CHECK!
• FREE DELIVERY & SET-UP (WITHIN 50 MI.)
• LIFETIME WARRANTY ON FLOOR & 5 YEAR ON EVERYTHING!
• LOW PRICE GUARANTEE FOR SAME SIZE, SAME FEATURES

site. www.iamahungrygamer.com

5  Ed and Amy McMurray opened 
Buda Skate, 503 S. Loop 4, Ste. B, Buda, 
on Oct. 12. The shop sells skateboards, 
longboards, clothing and apparel. 
Skateboarding instructors are also 
available to teach lessons. 512-295-0298. 
www.budaskate.com 

6  Chris and Alex Marti opened Fuego, 
1332 N. I-35, San Marcos, on Oct. 14. The 
brothers create coffee, smoothies, flavor-
infused energy drinks and authentic 
Cuban espresso shots at the shop, which 
features a drive-thru and outdoor 
seating. 830-660-1004

7  Go2Danz Studio, 102 Creekside 
Trail, Kyle, opened Oct. 14. The studio 
offers lessons in salsa, hip-hop and 
burlesque dancing as well as Zumba, 
yoga and children’s dancing.  
512-787-0514. www.go2danz.com

8  Brian Price opened Heart & Soul 
Tattoo Shop, 718 E. Hopkins St.,  
San Marcos, in August. The artists at  
the shop have almost 30 years of 
combined experience with tattoos  
and piercings. 512-392-9993.  
www.heartandsoultattooshop.com 

9  On Oct. 11, Ross Stores opened Ross 
Dress for Less, 5086 Kyle Center Drive, 
Kyle. The store offers name-brand and 
designer apparel, accessories, footwear 
and home fashions. 512-268-0222.  
www.rossstores.com

10  Jenna Masek and Megan Holland 
opened Tiara’s Retail & Event Boutique, 
5401 S. FM 1626, Ste. 185, Kyle, on Sept. 
15. The boutique sells clothing and 
accessories and features a private event 
room that can seat up to 24 people.  
512-262-0113. www.allthebesttiaras.com

11  Tammy Vick opened Spirit 
Halloween, 200 Springtown Way, 
Ste. 401, San Marcos, on Sept. 21. 
The store sells children’s and adult 
halloween costumes, party supplies and 

Now Open

1  Jessi Wright opened Revolution 
Airbrush, 114 W. San Antonio St.,  
San Marcos on Oct. 1. Wright provides 
airbrush tanning. 830-837-8142.  
www.revolutionairbrush.com 

2  Owner Parvez Badarpura opened 
Food Box, 115 Wonder World Drive,  

San Marcos, on Sept. 2. The convenience 
store sells groceries, fried chicken, 
sandwiches, salads, beer and wine and 
includes 10 gas pumps. 512-392-1833

3  Lindsey Gentry opened Erbert & 
Gerbert’s Sandwich Shop, 214 N. LBJ 
Drive, San Marcos, on Oct. 17. The shop, 
which is the company’s first location in 
Texas, sells sandwiches, soups, chips and 

desserts. The shop also provides catering 
and delivery. www.erbertandgerberts.com 

4  Pete Thompson opened Hungry 
Gamer, 107 E. Hopkins St., San Marcos, 
in mid-October. The business features a 
deli with cold sandwiches and a gaming 
lounge with Playstation 3, Nintendo Wii 
and Xbox 360 consoles as well as a library 
of games that can be rented and played on-
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decorations. The store will remain open 
until Nov. 4. 512-392-8446.

Coming Soon

12  Brothers Seth and Chase Katz and 
Benjie Ackerman will open Pie Society, 
700 N. LBJ Drive, Stes. 106 and 107, San 
Marcos, in January. The restaurant, which 
is taking over the space formerly occupied 
by Zen’s Pizza, will make pizzas, salads 
and sandwiches and will feature a full bar.

13  Spec’s Texas Superstore will open a 
location at 540 Barnes Drive, San Marcos, 
in 2014. Selling beer, wine, spirits and food, 
the store could open by spring or summer, 
District Manager Andrew Huoni said. 
www.specsonline.com

14  Margaret Goebler will open Little 
Bluebird, 122 N. Main St., Buda, in 
November. The boutique sells women’s 
apparel, jewelry, handbags, Circle E 
candles, gourmet foods, Yellowbox shoes 
and more. 512-751-8301. 
www.littlebluebirdofbuda.com

15  Chicken Express, 5493 Kyle Centre 
Drive, Kyle, will open in December or 
January. The restaurant offers chicken 
and catfish with sides such as fried 
pickles and okra, mashed potatoes, corn 
on the cob, hush puppies and more.  
www.chickene.com

16  In December, Dollar General 
will open its fourth Kyle location at  
770 Windy Hill Road. The store sells 
groceries, clothing, electronics, household 
and baby products, pet supplies and more. 
www.dollargeneral.com

Relocations

17  Nelda Montemayor and Liz Keitz will 
relocate Buda’s Red Door, 316 N. Main St., 
Buda, to 122 N. Main St., Buda, in January. 
The boutique sells clothing, accessories, 
gifts and other items. 512-295-7818.  
www.budasreddoor.com

18  In June, Engineered Filtration 

relocated its corporate headquarters 
from Connecticut to 126 Texas Ave., San 
Marcos. The company manufactures 
filters for the oil and gasoline industry. 
512-827-3701. www.engfilt.com

19  In August, Mary Lancaster moved 
Restful Waters Massage to 215 W. San 
Antonio St., Ste. 2010, San Marcos. 
Lancaster is a licensed massage therapist, 
and she offers massages, reiki, body 
scrubs and foot reflexology.  
512-667-0135. www.restfulwaters.com

Anniversaries

20  Mike and Tammy Jackson and the 
employees of Buda Postal Station, 1645 
Main St., Ste. D, Buda, celebrate the 
business’s 10th anniversary Oct. 31. The 
business provides printing and shipping 
services, faxing, notary, lamination and 
more. 512-295-7700.  
www.budapostalstation.com

Expansions

21  In 2014, San Marcos manufacturer 
Mensor Corporation, 201 Barnes Drive, 
San Marcos, is planning a  
$7.5 million, 45,000-square-foot 
expansion near its current location. 
The company manufactures precision 
pressure controllers and calibration units 
for use in various industries.  
512-396-4200. www.mensor.com

Name Change

22  In early October, owners Paul and 
Lisa Ray changed the name of Vape Shop 
Too, 118 S. LBJ Drive, San Marcos, to 
Bobcat Vaporz & E-Hookah Lounge. 
Customers can use electronic hookahs 
with a variety of different flavors.  
512-667-7966. www.bobcatvaporz.com

23  Owners Ana and Efraim Alvarado 
changed the name of Palm Cafe Mexican 
Restaurant, 101 Hall Professional 
Center, Kyle, to Spicy Bite on Oct. 1. The 
restaurant serves enchiladas, breakfast 
tacos, fajitas and more. 512-268-8051.

Closings

24  Lamar LaCaze closed Lamar’s 
Barbershop, 114 N. LBJ Drive, San 
Marcos, in late August after cutting hair 
for more than four decades.

25  Owner Amanda Rickman said she 
will close Wildflour Bakery, 316 N. Main 
St., Buda, in February, if not sooner. The 
bakery sells specialty cakes, cake balls and 
cupcakes. 

In the News

Community Impact Newspaper received 
nine awards in the National Newspaper 
Association’s 2013 Better Newspaper 
Contest and Better Newspaper Advertising 
Contest at the NNA convention in Phoenix 
on Sept. 14. 
The Better Newspaper Contest and the 
Better Newspaper Advertising Contest 
recognize achievement in writing, 
advertising and graphic design.Staff 
recognitions included: Shawn Arrajj, 
Best Environmental Story, first place; Joe 
Lanane, Best Environmental Story, third 
place; JP Eichmiller, Best Education/
Literacy Story, first place; Annie Drabicky, 
Best Agricultural Story, honorable 
mention; Jean Henric and Rachel Slade, 
Best Use of Color, second place; Jackie 
Brunk and Emily Roberts, Best Use 
of Color, honorable mention; Cathy 
Chedrawi, Best Use of Ad Color, third 
place; Jason Suarez, Best Single Ad Idea—
Color, honorable mention; Emilie Boenig, 
Joe Lanane, Sarah Mangum and Derek 
Sullivan, Best Newspaper Website, first 
place.

In September, Texas State University’s 
Center for Texas Music History was 
honored at the International Radio 
Festivals of New York when it received 
the Best Regularly Scheduled Music 
Program award for its segment, “This 
Week in Texas Music History,” on  KUT-
FM’s “Texas Music Matters.” The series 
explores the history behind the music of 
Texas and the Southwest. 512-245-6465 
www.txstate.edu/ctmh news or questions about San marcos, Buda or Kyle? 

E-mail sbknews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Wes Ferguson and Brett Thorne

In early August, Brian Price opened Heart & Soul 
Tattoo Shop at the former location of No Surrender 
Tattoos in San Marcos.

8

Ross Stores opened Ross Dress for Less in Kyle 
on Oct. 11. 

9

Sisters Megan Holland (left) and Jenna Masek 
opened Tiara’s Retail & Event Boutique in Kyle 
on Sept. 15.

10

Co-owner Tammy Jackson (left) and employee 
Christopher McVay celebrate the 10th anniversary 
of Buda Postal Station on Oct. 31.
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Cinemark Southpark Meadows
15 miles from Kyle

BUDA

AUSTIN

SAN 
MARCOS

Texas Cinema Starplex
12 miles from Kyle

Texas Cinema Showplex
10 miles from Kyle

Theater
locations

CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065
All New 2013 
S60 Sedans
$6000 o�  MSRP2

Up to $2,000 o�  in Volvo Owner Loyalty

2014 Legacy 2.5i 
Premium CVT Sedan 
with Alloy Pkg
$269mo 1

Zero Down!Zero Down!

2013 Audi A4 2.0T quattro 
Executive Package 
$369mo3

$1,000 o�  with Audi Owner Loyalty Programs.

2012 Panamera 
4 Demo
$79,9994

1 - Subaru - Model EAB P21. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $269.99, � nal pymt / residual = $11,794. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,001. Stk# Z8922. All lease payments include tax credits while supplies last. 1 All regular scheduled maintenance must be completed at 
Subaru of Georgetown. See dealer for details. *Purchase or lease any new (previously untitled) Subaru and receive a complimentary factory scheduled maintenance plan for 2 years or 24,000 miles (whichever comes � rst.) See Subaru Added Security Maintenance Plan for intervals, coverages and limitations. Customer must take delivery before 1-2-2014 and reside within the promotional area. At participating dealers only. See dealer for program details 
and eligibility. **Available with approved credit on select models in lieu of any other o� er. Dealer participation may a� ect � nal negotiated price. All pictures for illustration only. MPG � gures are estimated highway, results vary. O� ers expire 10/31/13.  2 - Volvo -Must take delivery out of dealer stock and cannot be combined with 0% APR O� er or Lease O� er. Exp 10/31/13.  3 - Audi - 42 mo. closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi 
Financial Services. A4 Stk# D0767 based on MSRP $40,200. $2,999 down + $695 acquisition fee + $369 � rst mo payment + $0 security deposit = $4,063 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $20,100. 42 monthly payments of $369.Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. 
Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Pictures shown with optional equipment for illustration only. O ers expire 10-31-13.  4 - Porsche - Limited inventory.  Call for available vehicles.  Exp 10/31/13.

Hays County.”
Schulman Theaters, the first company 

to announce its intentions to build a 
complex in Kyle, is planning to construct 
a 68,000-square-foot entertainment 
center near Kyle Parkway and I-35. The 
Schulman project was announced after 
City Council approved a tax incentive 
package that could save the developer 
$1.1 million in sales and property taxes 
over 15 years.

Blank said the development deal had 
been in the works since 2007. Mark 
Schulman, vice president of Schulman 
Theaters, attributed the timespan to his 
company’s desire to put “all its ducks in 
a row.”

“We put a lot of time, energy and effort 
into every project we do,” Schulman said. 
“That’s why we don’t just drop [stores] 
everywhere. It’s a good opportunity and 
a great place to be able to do business.”

Schulman also brought an economic 
development incentive proposal to the 
Hays County Commissioners Court, but 
Precinct 2 Commissioner Mark Jones 

said the county has made a practice of 
not incentivizing retail developments 
like the movie theater unless they bring 
high-wage jobs or rehabilitate existing 
buildings. 

“If those retail stores do their home-
work and have the right product, with as 
many rooftops as we have, they should 
not need any incentives,” Jones said. 

Jones cited Ampersand Art Supply, 
which the county attracted to Buda using 
a tax incentive package, as an example 
of a retail business that rehabilitated 
an existing building whose value was 
depreciating.

“This court has really taken a position 
that we’re not going to incentivize retail,” 
he said. 

Texas Cinema is building their 
75,000-square-foot project at Kyle Town 
Center near Kohler’s Crossing and I-35. 

Mitchell Roberts, president of develop-
ment for Texas Cinema, said his project 
does not include any sort of tax incen-
tives. Roberts said the Texas Cinema 
project will include laser tag, bowling, 

Pair of Kyle movie theaters on schedule to open in 2014
By Brett Thorne

Two developers’ plans to build large-
scale entertainment complexes in the 
city of Kyle are on schedule and expected 
to open in summer 2014, officials from 
both companies said.

Schulman Theaters and Texas Cinema, 
the two companies planning the projects, 
have proposed similar ideas for develop-
ments that would both include movie 
theater auditoriums, arcade games, 
bowling, a restaurant and more.  

“They’re two really big projects that 
are, from what they proposed, very simi-
lar,” Kyle Economic Development Direc-
tor Diana Blank said in July. “I think one 
of them could be very strongly supported 
and be very successful. Two of them? I 
don’t know if that would work.”

The city of Kyle, which had a popula-
tion of 28,016 in 2010, according to the 
U.S. Census, has never had a movie 
theater. In the city’s 2008 strategic plan, 
a recommendation was made to bring 
to the city an “entertainment attraction 
to position Kyle as a destination within 

DEVELOPMENT

• 75,000 square feet
• 14-lane bowling center
• two-story laser tag arena

• 40+ arcade games
• restaurant and bar
• 12 movie auditoriums

• 68,000 square feet
• Bowling lanes
• arcade games 

• meeting rooms
• restaurant and bar
• movie auditoriums

arcade games and movie theater audito-
riums in regular and large formats.

“We’re moving as quickly as possible,” 
he said. “As anyone knows, when two 
developers announce, it’s a race. We’re 
focusing on our project and moving 
along as quickly as we can.”
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Now open in Kyle! Avis Budget Group, Inc. is a leading global 
provider of  vehicle rental services, both through its Avis and 

Budget brands, which have more than 10,000 rental locations 
in approximately 175 countries around the world.

Bring in this ad to get 10% OFF your next rental!
One coupon per customer. Cannot be combined. Expires 11-20-13.

512-268-2808
176 Weldon Johnston Way

Kyle, Texas 78640

Looking through the e-cig haze
Vaping proponents claim health, cost benefits

By Brett Thorne
In San Marcos, at least seven shops that 

sell electronic cigarettes and nicotine juice 
have opened in the past year. 

The devices provide users with nicotine 
in the form of a mist, which proponents 
claim lacks tar, chemicals and other harm-
ful elements. Electronic-cigarette users can 
choose the strength of the nicotine that is 
loaded into their device. 

This year, 443,000 people will die as a 
result of tobacco use, according to a report 
from the American Cancer Society. That 
is more deaths than those that are caused 
by alcohol, car accidents, suicide, AIDS, 
homicide and illegal drugs combined, 
according to the same report. 

Those statistics, along with claims of 
health and lifestyle benefits, have helped 
the electronic cigarette industry grow from 
a $300 million industry in 2012 to a $1.8 
billion industry in 2013, according to a 
recent report from Bonnie Herzog,  Wells 
Fargo Securities tobacco analyst. 

In 2012, Lisa Ray decided to buy an 
electronic cigarette for her husband, Paul, 
who had recently resumed smoking. Paul 
tried the device and liked it so well that the 
couple decided to open their own store, 
Vape Shop, in San Marcos in March. 

“He tried it, and I just thought, ‘Wow, 
wouldn’t it be kind of fun. San Marcos 
doesn’t have [an e-cigarette store]. It would 
be great to help people find an alternative 
to smoking,’” Ray said.

Health claims
Ray and other proponents of the devices 

argue that vaporizers provide a healthier 
alternative to smoking traditional ciga-
rettes, a practice that has been linked to 
cardiovascular and respiratory disease, 
among other ailments. Ray said people 
who switch from paper to electronic 
cigarettes typically save money, regain 
their sense of taste and no longer smell like 
smoke. 

Ray Santarelli and Sharon Teal opened 
Ahh Vapors in San Marcos on June 1. San-
tarelli said a basic vape kit, which includes 
the e-cigarette, enough nicotine juice to 
last two months, a charger and case, costs 
about $50, but a carton-per-week smoker 
can spend $400 per month on traditional 
cigarettes.

“Your initial investment is somewhat 
costly, but when you figure most [cigarette 
smokers] smoke a pack and a half a day, it 
adds up really quick,” Santarelli said. 

Claims about the device’s health benefits 

TRENDS

have not persuaded Dr. Philip Huang, 
medical director and health authority 
for the Austin/Travis County Health 
and Human Services Department. In an 
address to San Marcos City Council on 
Sept. 17, Huang said a few studies have 
shown the vapors contain cancer-causing 
elements.

“There’s so much that’s unknown about 
what’s in those vapors. It’s not just water 
vapor. When you’re in the shower and 
there’s steam, that’s not how vapor acts,” 
Huang said.

Possible regulation
Agreeing with Huang’s concerns, City 

Council members included e-cigarettes in 
a citywide public indoor smoking ban that 
takes effect June 1.

In September, 40 attorneys general 
from throughout the nation signed a let-
ter requesting the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration regulate e-cigarettes like 
traditional tobacco products.

Huang said there should be more trans-
parency in exactly what ingredients are 
being used to create the nicotine juice.

“There’s a lot of things in them that we 
don’t know about,” Huang said. “There’s 
hundreds of companies, and there’s very 
little quality control, and when they start 
making new flavors, you don’t know at all 
what’s in that product.”

Ray said she agrees with Huang’s assess-
ment. 

“There are some problems in the e-cig 
industry,” she said. “We have no choice but 
to be regulated.”
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Lisa Ray, owner of Vape Shop and Bobcat Vaporz & E-Hookah Lounge, tests every flavor of nicotine juice her 
company makes. Ray said she decided to open a shop after her husband began vaping. 

The ins and outs of an e-cigarette
the atomizer contains the 
heating element which, when 
applied to the nicotine cartridge, 
creates the nicotine mist. 

Nicotine cartridge an airflow sensor 
switches on the battery 
when the user inhales.

Mouthpiece

Atomizer

AirflowNicotine mist

rechargeable battery or other power 
source charges the heating element. 

Battery

the LEd 
light turns 
on when 
the heating 
element is 
activated.

LED 
Light

Solution within the 
cartridge is converted into 
a mist that the user inhales.

the cartridge is filled with plastic fibers soaked 
in a solution of propylene glycol or vegetable 
glycerin and nicotine.

Source: nJoY 



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com10

If you are struggling to find a doctor who accepts 
new Medicare patients, your worries are over.  
Even though the recent healthcare changes have 
caused many doctors to no longer accept new 
Medicare patients, at WellMed we still do.  
And we have done just that for over 20 years.

Our proactive approach to health care is designed to 
help our senior patients live their lives to the fullest. 
If you’re interested in learning more about how we 
have helped thousands of older adults like yourself 
keep healthy and active, give us a call today!

Toll Free: 855-835-1433
wellmedmedicalgroup.com

PRT-ACC-TJ073113

Need a doctor 
who accepts New 
Medicare Patients?

Our doctors do!
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EDUCATION

San Marcos CISD to begin work on 
stadium, other construction projects

Texas State sets enrollment record

ACC Hays construction nearly complete

By Wes Ferguson
San Marcos CISD is set to begin con-

struction on a number of major projects.
On Oct. 7, the district’s board of 

trustees voted unanimously to authorize 
Superintendent Mark Eads to negotiate 
a contract with Austin-based Lee Lewis 
Construction to build a new athletic 
stadium and activity center at San Marcos 
High School, in addition to renovating 
existing high school baseball and softball 
fields.

School officials said Lee Lewis placed 
the lowest bid, $32.5 million, of four com-
panies competing for the contract.

“We’re right on target,” Eads said. 
“Everything’s going exactly as planned.”

In the bid, the contractor agreed to 
complete the baseball and softball projects 
by Jan. 1, and it committed to completing 
the stadium and activity center within 
305 days.

The athletic stadium will seat 8,000 
spectators and includes a 4,500-square-
foot press box, locker rooms for home and 

visiting teams, and a synthetic turf field.
San Marcos CISD is also seeking a 

contractor to build a prekindergarten 
facility and Phoenix campus at a cost of 
$15 million. Phoenix is an alternative high 
school program that will have the capacity 
to serve 250 students in a new facility near  
De Zavala Elementary School on Hwy. 123.

That bidding process will close in late 
October, and trustees are scheduled to hire 
a contractor Oct. 21. 

San Marcos CISD voters approved 
the construction projects during a bond 
election in May.  The district’s architect 
estimates construction of each project to 
finish before the beginning of the 2014–15 
academic year.

On Oct. 7, the San Marcos CISD board 
of trustees also approved design plans 
for renovations and additions to elemen-
tary school, middle school and support 
services. 

Those projects are scheduled to begin 
early next year. For construction updates, 
visit www.smcisdbond.com.

By Brett Thorne
On Sept. 16, Texas State University 

announced record enrollment for the 
fall 2013 semester. The university has 
broken enrollment records every year 
since 1998. 

The fall 2013 enrollment is 35,568—up 
from 34,225 at the same time last year—
and the university’s freshman enrollment 

for 2013 is 5,181 students, which accounts 
for a 22 percent increase from 2012.

Texas State reported that Hispanic 
enrollment increased 12 percent to a 
record 10,682 students and now com-
prises 30 percent of the student body. 
African-American enrollment increased  
to 2,824 students and accounts for about 
8 percent of the university population.

By Wes Ferguson
In mid-September, Austin Community 

College spokeswoman Alexis Patterson 
Hanes said construction of the ACC Hays 
campus in Kyle was about 90 percent 
complete.

Workers have finished the exterior of 
the 88,300-square-foot building, and they 
will move furniture into the facility in 
November and December, she added. They 
are also installing landscape features and 
volleyball courts at the 96-acre campus.

Approved by Hays CISD voters in 2010, 
ACC Hays is scheduled to open in January 

at the intersection of Kohler’s Crossing 
and FM 1626. The college aims to enroll 
1,500 students in its first semester.

Registration for spring classes began in 
October for current and former students 
and begins in November for new students. 
New students can start the application pro-
cess by visiting www.austincc.edu/apply.

Hays CISD purchases 80 acres, 
might call for bond election in May
By Brett Thorne

The Hays CISD Growth Impact Com-
mittee held its first meeting to examine the 
possibility of putting a bond election on 
the May ballot Oct. 1. Over the next two 
months, the committee will also determine 
whether to recommend construction of a 
new elementary, middle or high school. 

Hays CISD spokesman Tim Savoy said 
the district’s greatest need is for a new 
middle school, but if the committee recom-
mends a bond election, it could provide 
funding for a middle school, two elemen-
tary schools and upgrades to existing 
campuses.

 “The Growth Impact Committee is 
going to look at the needs of the district 
over the next couple of months and make 
a recommendation in December to the 
board, first whether or not we need to do 
a bond as early as May of next year, and if 
so, what would be included in that,” Savoy 
said.

 If a bond is passed in May, construction 
would most likely begin in the summer, 
and the potential campus would open 
by August 2015, Deputy Superintendent 
Carter Scherff said. 

 At the Hays CISD board of trust-
ees meeting Aug. 29, board members 
approved the purchase of 80 acres of land 
for $800,000. Savoy said with the purchase 
of the 80 acres, the district now has four 
properties that could eventually hold a high 
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school campus.
 “Down the line we’ll need a third 

high school and a fourth one if the 
growth continues, but it’s highly 
unlikely that a new high school would 
be on the table for a bond in May,” 
he said. “You buy the land now if you 
can get a good price on it because it’s 
cheaper to buy it and have it rather than 
wait 10 years for [the price] to go up.”

 According to Savoy’s timeline for the 
bond process, the Growth Impact Com-
mittee will make a recommendation 
to the board of trustees Dec. 9. Public 
hearings would be held in January, and 
the election would be held May 10.
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Prekindergarten campus 
planned for San Marcos CISD

San marcos ciSd 
is getting ready 
to build its first 
prekindergarten 
campus for 600 
students on the site 
of the old Bowie 
Elementary School 
campus on Hwy. 
123. Plans for the 
facility include 
27 classrooms, 
computer labs 
and a music 
room. although 
most of Bowie’s 
old facilities are 
being demolished, 
the district plans 
to renovate and 
repurpose the 
cafeteria.
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Austin Community College’s Hays campus is scheduled to open in January in Kyle.

ACC Hays

1200 Kohler’s crossing, Kyle
512-223-7000
www.austincc.edu
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LISA PREWITT

Visit www.lisaprewitt.com to  nd your polling place.

FOR SAN MARCOS CITY COUNCIL PLACE 1

It’s not what, it’s where!
We need to plan for growth and develop

in ways that protect taxpayers 
and enhance our city.

POL AD PAID FOR BY THE LISA PREWITT CAMPAIGN, JANE HUGHSON, TREASURER, 1600 N LBJ DR, SAN MARCOS, TX 78666 

Early Voting: October 21 - November 1 | Election Day: November 5

FM 1626 undergoing first phase 
of widening, rerouting project
Compiled by Wes Ferguson and Brandy Cohen

Fm 1626 was built in the 1950s as a winding, two-lane country road. Since 
then it has become one of the primary alternatives to i-35 for commuters 
who travel between Hays county and moPac in austin. it has also been 
the scene of a number of fatal collisions, according to Hays county 
Precinct 2 commissioner mark Jones. 

Hays county has completed the first year of a two-phase 
construction project to improve Fm 1626. the route 
is being widened to a four-lane highway with a 
continuous left-turn lane. the first phase of the 
project addresses 6.8 miles from Fm 967 in 
Buda to Brodie Lane in southern travis 
county. Beginning next summer, the 
project’s second phase will rebuild 
the road from Fm 967 to  
Fm 2770.

TRANSPORTATION

the southernmost end 
of the project’s first phase 

stops at the intersection of Fm 
1626 and Fm 967, a road that 

connects Buda and driftwood. the 
intersection has been the scene of 

major development in the past decade, 
including construction of the Ymca’s 

Hays communities Branch.

in addition to widening 
Fm 1626 to four lanes, the 
project addresses safety concerns 
by straightening some of the roadway’s 
winding features. construction crews have 
already built a bridge that will reroute Fm 1626 over  
Little Bear creek. Part of the existing roadway will be 
demolished once the new thoroughfare opens for traffic.
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Hays county voters approved the construction project, along with several 
others, during a 2008 bond election. the texas department of transportation 
will eventually reimburse Hays county for the construction costs by paying a 
fee for each vehicle that drives on the new highway in a state-funding program 
called pass-through financing.

How many vehicles travel FM 1626?
in 1985, there were approximately 2,600 vehicles traveling on Fm 1626 every 
day. that number increased to 12,800 vehicles by 2010. Hays county projects 
the number to reach 30,000 by 2035.

For more information, visit www.improve1626.com.

Brodie Lane

Existing roadway 

to be removed

FM 1626

New  FM 1626  bridge

What is the timeline  
for the project?
• 2008: Hays county voters approve  

funding for Fm 1626 improvements  
and other projects

• Fall 2012: construction begins on 
Phase 1, from Brodie Lane to Fm 967.

• Summer 2014: construction  
begins on Phase 2, from  
Fm 967 to Fm 2770

• Late 2014: Phase 1 is to be completed.

• Late 2015: Phase 2 is to be completed.

What are the estimated 
costs for the project?
• Phase 1: the cost of the first phase 

is estimated at $31.7 million. there 
will be an eventual $36.4 million 
reimbursement from txdot.

• Phase 2: the cost of the second 
phase is estimated at $37.2 million. 
there will be an eventual $35.3 
million reimbursment from txdot. 
 

Source: Hays county
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CITy & COUNTy
News from San Marcos, Kyle and Hays County Compiled by Wes Ferguson and Brett Thorne

Commissioners tap into future water source

City debuts mobile app for civic engagement

City seeks alternatives for public transportation
hAyS COUNTy On Sept. 24, the 
Commissioners Court voted unani-
mously to reserve 45,000 acre-feet of 
groundwater per year from a company 
that plans to develop wells in Lee 
County and pipe the water to the I-35 
corridor of Hays County.

Commissioners said the 50-year 
agreement would help secure an 
essential but limited resource during 
a time of drought and uncertainty for 
statewide water planning.

“There’s very few guarantees in 
life, but this gives the county the best 
ability to provide potable water in an 
economically feasible way,” Precinct 4 
Commissioner Ray Whisenant said.

For the first five years of the contract, 
Hays County will pay the Forestar 
Real Estate Group $1 million a year 
to reserve the water. The agreement is 
contingent upon approval of the Texas 

SAN mARCOS In September, the city 
introduced an application for mobile 
devices that allows residents to connect 
with the city and report community issues. 
Residents have already used the device to 
report concerns such as high grass at city 

parks and a malfunctioning street light. 
The app, SMTX Connect, is available for 

Apple, Android and Blackberry devices, 
and it can be accessed online at www.
sanmarcostx.gov/smtxconnect, by texting 
617-500-3111 or calling 888-491-3119.

kylE Residents in Kyle will be able to 
use the Capital Area Rural Transportation 
System through the end of the year. 

At its meeting Sept. 17, City Council 
voted 4-2 to fund transportation services 
through CARTS for $8,000 per month. 
The service was due to end Oct. 31, but 
the decision allows the city to continue 
receiving service on a month-to-month 
basis through the end of 2013. In the 
meantime, council directed staff to 
explore alternatives. 

CARTS is a rural service that provides 
transportation to customers in Bastrop, 
Blanco, Burnet, Caldwell, Fayette, Hays, 
Lee, Travis and Williamson counties. 

“The CARTS program has existed in 
Kyle at this point thanks to funding from 
the federal government and rural trans-
portation projects,” Community Develop-
ment Director Jerry Hendrix said. “As a 
result of the last census, the city of Kyle 
was placed in an urbanized area with the 
city of Austin.”

Kyle was grouped into Austin’s urban 
area in April 2012, when the results of 
the 2010 Census were finalized. CARTS 
is funded through federal rural trans-
portation funds, and because Kyle is now 
considered part of an urbanized area, the 
city must now match any funds provided 
by the federal government for the service. 

CARTS General Manager David Marsh 
said Oct. 4 that he was waiting for the city 
of Kyle to make arrangements to extend 
the service.

“I have no reason to expect it won’t get 
worked out, but I have no way to assure 
anybody that it will,” he said. “The wheels 
will still roll on Nov. 1, I hope, but that will 
depend on action of Kyle City Council.”

According to CARTS records, 51 Kyle 
residents accessed the service between 
Sept. 1, 2012, and Aug. 31, 2013.

Council members Chad Benninghoff 
and Ray Bryant voted against funding the 
service altogether.

“We’re looking at a very small, small 

Plans for Yarrington Road truck stop denied
kylE With a 4-3 vote on Oct. 2, 
City Council denied a request by PGI 
Investments to rezone about 47.74 acres 
to a planned unit development, which 
would contain a truck stop, retail stores 
and an apartment complex at the inter-
section of I-35 and Yarrington Road.

“Do you really want Kyle to become 
known for having the largest truck stop 
in Texas?” Louis Obdyke asked City 
Council members.

Obdyke, an attorney based in San 
Marcos, was one of more than 20 
speakers at the council meeting who 
spoke against the proposed Kyle Travel 
Center, which would have included 200 
parking spaces for commercial trucks.

The area is currently zoned for agri-
culture. Some city officials and residents 
argued the development would provide 
a boon to the city’s economy. Hugo 
Elizondo, a representative for the devel-
oper, said the Kyle Travel Center would 
provide about $500,000 in annual sales 
taxes and property taxes.

“What we’ve tried to do through this 

Buda City Council
Meets at 6:30 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month
121 Main St. | 512-312-0084
www.ci.buda.tx.us

Kyle City Council
Meets at 7 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month 
Live webcasts of meetings:
www.ustream.tv/channel/kyle-city-council
100 W. Center St. | 512-262-1010
www.cityofkyle.com

San Marcos City Council
Meets at 6 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month
Live webcasts of meetings:  
www.ci.san-marcos.tx.us/videos 
630 E. Hopkins St. | 512-393-8000
www.sanmarcostx.gov

Hays County
Meets at 9 a.m. each Tuesday
Live webcasts of meetings: 
www.co.hays.tx.us/commcourtlive
111 E. San Antonio St., San Marcos
512-393-2205 | www.co.hays.tx.us

Tweetings
For instant coverage  
of these meetings,  
follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_sbk

TweetingsMeetings

process is listen clearly to the concerns 
of the public, staff and citizens and 
to the greatest extent, address those 
beyond the regulatory requirements,” 
Elizondo said.

City Council’s decision overturned 
a 5-2 vote by the Kyle Planning and 
Zoning Commission on Sept. 24 in 
favor of rezoning the tract. There is a 
one-year waiting period before PGI 
can resubmit the proposal, but the 
developer may request City Council 
waive that waiting period at any time.

attorney general’s office.
Forestar has leased the water rights 

to about 20,000 acres in Lee County, 
whose seat, Giddings, is about 70 
miles northeast of San Marcos. The 
company plans to tap into the Sims-
boro formation of the Carrizo-Wilcox 
Aquifer.

The project is unrelated to a collabo-
ration among San Marcos, Buda, Kyle 
and other smaller water providers, 
which formed the Hays Caldwell Pub-
lic Utility Agency in 2007 to capture 
water from the Carrizo-Wilcox east of 
Lockhart and pipe it back to the I-35 
corridor.

The Hays Caldwell PUA partners 
expect to eventually acquire about  
27 million gallons of water per day for 
the I-35 corridor. The county’s agree-
ment with Forestar will result in about 
40 million gallons per day.

the proposed Kyle travel center on Yarrington 
road at i-35 would have included 200 parking 
spaces for commercial trucks.

San Marcos–Austin  
public transportation
The Capital Area Rural Transportation System 
provides $4 rides Monday through Friday from San 
Marcos to Austin. The route also extends to Round 
Rock and Georgetown. CARTS General Manager 
David Marsh said he hopes to add a Kyle stop at Seton 
Medical Center Hays in early 2014. For information, 
call 512-478-7433 or visit www.ridecarts.com.
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SAN MARCOS STATION
338 S. Guadalupe St.
Southbound 
10 a.m., 12:45 p.m.,  
4:10 p.m., 6:55 p.m.

Northbound
8:10 a.m., 10 a.m.,  
2:30 p.m., 4:10 p.m.

Guadalupe St.

Grove St.

LBJ Dr.

AUSTIN CARTS STATION
2010 E. Sixth St.

Southbound 
9:15 a.m., noon,  
3:15 p.m., 6:10 p.m.

Northbound  
9:15 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 
3:15 p.m., 5:10 p.m.

5th St.

6th St.

7th St. 8th St.

AUSTIN GReyHOUND  
STATION
916 E. Koenig Lane
Southbound 
8:55 a.m., 11:40 a.m.,  
2:55 p.m., 5:50 p.m.

Northbound  
9:30 a.m., 11:05 a.m.,  
3:35 p.m., 5:35 p.m.

69

Clayton Ln.

Koenig Ln.

Koenig Ln.

Middle 
Fiskell Rd.

percentage of the very large volume 
of people who live here in Kyle and … 
I’m looking at what we get as a city for 
what we’re going to spend each month, 
and that’s a crazy amount of money to 
spend,” Benninghoff said.

Benninghoff referenced the $100,000 
set aside in the 2013–14 budget for 
maintenance of all the city’s roads and 
called into question whether providing 
the service outweighed the need for road 
maintenance.

*Based on average residential use of 5,000 gallons per month.

45,000 acre-feet
45,000 acre-feet of water per year would supply

244,000 homes*

14.66 billion gallons
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“The constitutional amendment to authorize a political 
subdivision of this state to extend the number of days that 
aircraft parts that are exempt from ad valorem taxation 
due to their location in this state for a temporary period 
may be located in this state for purposes of qualifying for 
the tax exemption.”

Explanation: A city, county or school district could allow 
companies to keep tax-exempt airplane parts, categorized 
as freeport goods, in the state longer without losing their 
tax-exempt status. Airplane parts are generally held in 
inventory for longer periods of time than most freeport 
goods because of a lack of customer need.

personnel, inc
riorityP

Skilled temporary & long-term employment opportunities. 
Light Industrial, Offi ce/Clerical, Technical, Professional and Retail.

Better People. Better Jobs. Better Period.
Apply with us today for great job opportunities!

512-392-2323
prioritypersonnel.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

APPLY 

WITH US 

TODAY!

2013 ELECTION coverage
Texans head to the polls Nov. 5 to weigh in on 9 constitutional amendments

Key dates 

Oct. 7: Voter registration deadline
Oct. 21–Nov. 1: Early voting
Nov. 5: Election Day, 7 a.m.–7 p.m.

Compiled by Krista Wadsworth

Texas residents will have the opportunity to go to the 
polls Nov. 5 to vote on nine amendments to the Texas 
Constitution.

Voters must now provide valid photo identification 
at the polls following a 2011 decision by the Texas 
Legislature, which was backed by a U.S. Supreme 
Court decision earlier this year. The ID must be current 
or have expired within 60 days of being presented at 
the polling place.

In the 2011 constitutional amendment election, seven 
of 10 amendments passed.

Of 13,269,233 registered voters in the state of 
Texas, 690,052 voters, or 5.2 percent of registered 
voters, went to the polls for the 2011 constitutional 
amendment election.

In contrast, nearly 8 million Texans, or more than 58 
percent of registered voters, went to the polls in the 
2012 presidential election. 

Of the 653 amendments placed on the ballot by the 
Texas Legislature since the constitution’s adoption in 
1876, 474 have been approved by voters and 179 have 
been defeated.

Proposition 1

Proposition 2

Proposition 3

Proposition 4

Proposition 5

Proposition 6

Proposition 7

Proposition 8

Proposition 9

Source: Texas Legislative Council, www.tlc.state.tx.us

“The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature 
to provide for an exemption from ad valorem taxation of 
all or part of the market value of the residence homestead 
of the surviving spouse of a member of the armed 
services of the United States who is killed in action.”

Explanation: The Legislature could grant the surviving 
spouse of a U.S. military member killed in action a 
property tax exemption for all or part of a homestead.

 “The constitutional amendment eliminating an obsolete 
requirement for a State Medical Education Board and 
a State Medical Education Fund, neither of which is 
operational.”

Explanation: A requirement for a State Medical 
Education Board and State Medical Fund would be 
eliminated. The fund, created to attract physicians to 
underserved rural areas, was ineffective and has not 
been utilized in 20 years.

“The constitutional amendment authorizing the 
legislature to provide for an exemption from ad valorem 
taxation of part of the market value of the residence 
homestead of a partially disabled veteran or the 
surviving spouse of a partially disabled veteran if the 
residence homestead was donated to the disabled 
veteran by a charitable organization.”

Explanation: The Legislature could authorize a property 
tax exemption for a partially disabled veteran or 
a surviving spouse equal to the percentage of the 
veteran’s disability if the homestead was donated by 
a charitable organization. Property tax exemptions are 
already in place for completely disabled veterans and 
their surviving spouses.

“The constitutional amendment to authorize the 
making of a reverse mortgage loan for the purchase of 
homestead property and to amend lender disclosures 
and other requirements in connection with a reverse 
mortgage loan.”

Explanation: The amendment would allow the 
authorization of a reverse mortgage for the purchase 
of homestead property. It would expand the conditions 
of when a lender may require repayment to include the 
borrower’s failure to occupy the property within the 
period specified in the loan agreement.

“The constitutional amendment providing for the 
creation of the State Water Implementation Fund for 
Texas and the State Water Implementation Revenue 
Fund for Texas to assist in the financing of priority 
projects in the state water plan to ensure the availability 
of adequate water resources.”

Explanation: The amendment would allow for the 
creation of a State Water Implementation Fund and 
revenue fund for Texas. The funds would go toward 
the creation of the substantial water supply that will be 
needed in the coming decades. According to the 2012 
state plan, 8.3 million acre-feet of additional water 
supply will be needed by 2060.

“The constitutional amendment authorizing a home-rule 
municipality to provide in its charter the procedure to fill 
a vacancy on its governing body for which the unexpired 
term is 12 months or less.”

Explanation: A home rule-designated city could decide 
how to fill a vacancy on its governing body as long as 
the unexpired term is 12 months or less. Currently, 
cities must call for a special election to fill a short-term 
vacancy.

“The constitutional amendment repealing Section 7, 
Article IX, Texas Constitution, which relates to the 
creation of a hospital district in Hidalgo County.”

Explanation: The amendment would repeal a 1959 
provision limiting the feasibility of creating a hospital 
district in Hidalgo County. The county is the largest in 
Texas without a hospital district.

“The constitutional amendment relating to expanding 
the types of sanctions that may be assessed against a 
judge or justice following a formal proceeding instituted 
by the State Commission on Judicial Conduct.”

Explanation: The amendment would expand the 
sanctions that may be assessed against a judge or 
justice following a formal proceeding to include a public 
admonishment, warning, reprimand or requirement 
that the judge or justice obtain additional training or 
education.

TEXAS ARENA POLO

www.countylinepolo.com
Jimmy Evans Construction • Treaty Oak Distilling Co. • Jardine's Texas Foods • Lupine Lane School • Steven L Reeves – SLR Real Estate inspection Service

Rebecca Creek Whiskey & Enchanted Rock Vodka • The Texas Pie Company • B&B Machine and Welding • Mendoza Family~3 John 1:2
Dawn Rush Dotson Mortgage Team • Diane Coppo - Origami Owl Jewelry • Blue and Red Jobs.com - Police Careers • Study Breaks Magazine

OL’ Yeller Landscaping Inc. • AskMissA.com • Jorgekfurniture.com • Community Impact Newspaper • Texas State Polo Club
TEAM ASTON - David Aston & R Victoria Peterson, TX REALTORS® with ERA Colonial Real Estate • The South Texas BBQ Company

Oct. 19th, 10am-3pm
BBQ & Music • Shop Local Vendors • $5 AT GATE

2324 FM 150 E.  • Kyle, TX 78640

Providing a Continuum of Quality Health Services

At Corridor Primary Care, our skilled team of Pediatric 
and Internal Medicine physicians offer comprehensive 
medical care for your entire family. Conveniently located in 
the heart of San Marcos, with a Pediatric satellite office in 
Kyle, our courteous and knowledgeable staff works hard 
from first contact to make every visit to our office positive.

CORRIDOR PRIMARY CARE PEDIATRICS
512-392-1700 | www.corridorpd.com

601B Leah Ave. • San Marcos, TX
181 Kirkham Circle • Kyle, TX

CORRIDOR PRIMARY CARE INTERNAL MEDICINE 
512-396-1000 | www.corridorim.com

601A Leah Ave. • San Marcos, TX
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HEBCommunityChallenge.com

250,000+ Texans Strong.
Community members, organizations, schools, and municipal leaders 

throughout the state have stepped up to the Challenge. Will you?

Presented by IT'S TIME TEXAS, this eight-week competition challenges communities 

across the state to see which can demonstrate the greatest commitment to healthy living.

Statewide Allies:

San MarcoS city council

Lisa Prewitt Bill Taylor

Place 1

Prewitt We are a city that is in the fastest-growing corridor in the state and a city with all the 
components in place to have great positive growth right now. I was a co-chair of the new city 
comprehensive master plan, and I want to see the intent of the master plan carried out in the 
next three years, which I feel is very crucial to the success of this city’s future.

taylor San Marcos is the fastest-growing small city in the United States. Our city manager 
has resigned, leaving a real leadership void. The next elected council member will have the 
responsibility of selecting the next manager, and that’s critically important. In addition, along 
with fast growth comes tough decisions about transportation, housing, water and delivering the 
new master plan. I have the desire, experience and expertise to provide that leadership.

why are you running for San Marcos city council?

Prewitt Our greatest challenge is to attract industrial and commercial business to San 
Marcos to strengthen our workforce and expand our tax base. I will support incentives that are 
both financially sound and beneficial to our city and prospective businesses alike. If we establish 
predictability and high standards of development through our new land development code, we 
will attract the businesses that will be long-term residents and assets to our city and protect our 
environment.

taylor It’s twofold and involves managing growth and our water supply. Not many folks 
know we don’t utilize the Edwards Aquifer much; we get most of our water from downstream 
of Canyon Dam. We are well-positioned but are also exploring other options for water. Growth 
of the university creates tough decisions to be made about housing, transportation and 
infrastructure. I’m looking forward to meeting these challenges head-on.

what is the greatest challenge facing the city?

MurPhy I want to focus on areas which include but are not 
limited to supporting small business, entrepreneurship and 
economic development; partnering with the K–16 education 
system to create practical solutions to concerns by utilizing 
nonprofits and churches; and supporting our firefighters, 
police, emergency medical services and veterans.

Prather My motivation is to look back when it’s done and 
see a better San Marcos. Three years ago I ran on a platform 
of getting “back to the basics,” to focus our town resources 
on infrastructure improvements, which leads to economic 
growth and prosperity. Currently, there are numerous 
infrastructure projects, too many to list here, with the goal of 
improving our roads, bridges, sidewalks and parks. Now it’s 
time to finish those basics.

Prentice Reckless, out-of-control, unregulated growth 
and development is a symptom of reckless out-of-control, 
unregulated capitalism on Wall Street. What passes for 
capitalism in this country is a catastrophe. Out-of-control 
growth and development is the ideology of the cancer 
cell. We need to think in terms of economic democracy. 
Sustainable development is what should replace this 
desperate striving for growth at any cost. Building new 
neighborhoods and large apartment complexes around large 
central parks would be sustainable. 

why are you running for San Marcos city council?

MurPhy It is never easy to predict conflicts that may arise. 
Challenges are elements on a continuum. How I address those 
challenges is the most important thing. The process I will follow 
includes listening to citizens and making follow-up calls to 
citizens, researching issues beyond the packet meeting, asking 
thoughtful questions to those who present to council and making 
decisions in the best interest of the city and its residents.

Prather San Marcos is currently blessed with record-
breaking sales tax receipts, and this is a wonderful thing. 
However, we should never take any blessing for granted. With 
that being said, we must diversify our tax revenue. This can be 
done by investment in our infrastructure, which will encourage 
economic growth and create more jobs. We should especially 
encourage this along the east side of I-35 along the proposed 
FM 110, our eastern San Marcos loop.

Prentice Thirty-eight percent of the people of San Marcos 
are poor—a horrific number. Economic development does 
not just mean sprawling, out-of-control residential and 
commercial growth. Economic development should also 
mean bringing employers to San Marcos, which will employ 
unemployed people already here. There is no future in turning 
the prairie east of I-35 into bedroom communities whose 
residents commute to Austin or San Antonio for work and who 
therefore will not shop locally.

what is the greatest challenge facing the city?

Two candidates are running to fill the seat 
vacated by Place 1 Councilwoman Kim 
Porterfield, who decided not to seek a third term 
in office. Lisa Prewitt has owned and operated 
a landscape business for 17 years. She said 
she supports preservation of community and 
natural geography as the city grows. Bill Taylor 
has held a number of civic roles in the past three 
decades. He is a former City Council member 
and current chairman of the San Marcos 
Planning and Zoning Commission.

Jude Prather (i)Mason Murphy Thom Prentice

Place 2
First-term incumbent Jude Prather has drawn two 
challengers for the Place 2 City Council seat. An Iraq 
war veteran, Prather is the veteran services officer for 
Hays County. Mason Murphy, a Texas State University 
career counselor, has served on several boards and 
commissions in San Marcos. Thom Prentice is a 
former teacher and professor who ran an unsuccessful 
campaign against Mayor Daniel Guerrero in 2012.

hayS county

hays county eSD no. 5 tax proposition
   Proposition 1 will allow the Hays County 
Emergency Services District No. 5, which 
provides fire protection to an area that includes 
Kyle and unincorporated Hays County, to collect 
half a cent of sales tax outside the city limits.
   ESD No. 5 board President Beth Smith said 
if the measure passes, the sales tax would 
contribute to the district’s general fund until the 
next fiscal year, when the funds can be factored 
into the annual budget. Smith said the measure 
will allow the district to keep pace with 
development and obligations to provide service 
to new businesses and residences.
   When the ESD announced it would put the 

proposition on the November ballot, the city of 
Kyle reacted by annexing about 1,000 acres 
within its extraterritorial jurisdiction, an action 
that prevents the district from collecting sales 
tax in that area.
   Kyle Fire Chief Kyle Taylor said the district, 
which operates the Kyle Fire Department, is 
struggling to keep up with the demand for fire 
service in its service area. Taylor said he hoped 
the measure would help add more full-time 
positions to the district. 
   “Personnel is our single greatest deficiency,” 
Taylor said. “We know that, and there’s nothing 
we can do about that right now.”

eSD voting locations

 Precinct 127  Precinct 129 

 Tobias elementary School
 1005 E. FM 150

 

 Precinct 225  Precinct 229

 Kyle City Hall
 100 W. Center St. 

 Goforth Water Supply
 8900 Niederwald Strasse
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RV Sales, Service & Parts

The more you know about RVs... the better we look!

1-800-781-7848 • 15855 S. IH-35, Exit #220 • Buda, Texas 78610 • CamperClinic2.com

BUY NOW! 
RV Camping Memories 

Last a Lifetime! 

2013 Cruiser Aire 28CS
MSRP: $40,348
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2013 Cruiser Patriot 335SS
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2013 Cruiser Aire 28LB
MSRP: $37,252

Compiled by Wes Ferguson and Brett Thorne
Find election coverage and results  

at impactnews.com/vote-2013

BuDa city council

hoPKinS As the elected incumbent for Place 2 on City 
Council, I bring the experience of serving in the position but also 
knowledge of the city’s vision for the future.

Proctor We have lived in the Buda area for over 30 years. 
We do not want this charming small town to become like 
Austin, Kyle or San Marcos. People move here to get away from 
all the hectic traffic and noise associated with those cities.

why are you running for Buda city council?

hoPKinS The process of creating the strategic plan 
establishes an excellent foundation for directing Buda’s 
desired growth and for diversification in the desired 
categories that were identified from extensive studies 
leading up to the EDC strategic plan.

Proctor That is not our goal. We like the small-town 
charm of Buda, and we do not want it to turn into an 
Austin, Kyle or San Marcos. People move here to get 
away from the hectic pace, excess traffic and noise.

KenneDy As a parent and a homeowner, I want to 
work to preserve the small-town feel of Buda. I want 
to promote smart growth that will contribute to our tax 
base but without exacerbating our traffic congestion, 
which is a problem currently.

Proctor We must stop building houses closer 
together—give us a little space to live in! We must stop 
increasing traffic. Build the roads to support the traffic 
before more houses are built. We do not need to annex 
more land that requires expansion of Buda city services 
that we, the current residents of Buda, are paying for to 
benefit future residents.

why are you running for Buda city council?

KenneDy I think it’s uncontrolled growth. I don’t want 
Buda to end up like Kyle, where uncontrolled growth has 
taxed the roadways, and they’ve had to greatly increase 
their property taxes and their water rates just to catch 
up to that growth. I think Buda needs to live within our 
means and have smart and responsible growth.

Proctor How to manage growth.

what is the greatest challenge facing the city?

Buda just completed an economic development strategic plan. what do you believe the city 
should do to increase economic prospects and capture more sales tax?

Wiley Hopkins (i) Amy Proctor

Angela Dean 
Kennedy

Wayne Proctor

Place 1

Place 2

Four candidates are vying for Place 1 on Buda City Council, 
which became vacant when Ron Fletcher announced he would 
not seek re-election. Beverly Araki, Lorraine Gerami, Angela 
Dean Kennedy and Wayne Proctor are running for the position. 
Proctor, a 30-year resident of Buda and husband of Place 2 
candidate Amy Proctor, is running on a platform of controlled 
growth. Kennedy, a planning and zoning commissioner, also 
sees growth as the city’s main challenge. Araki and Gerami 
did not respond to requests for interviews. 

Amy Proctor and Wiley Hopkins are facing off in the race for 
Place 2 on Buda City Council. Hopkins, the incumbent, and 
Proctor, the challenger, faced each other in January during a 
special election to fill the seat that was vacated when former 
Place 2 Councilman Todd Ruge was elected mayor. Hopkins 
won a runoff election with 162 votes compared to Proctor’s 81.

early voting locationS
Hays County voters may cast ballots at any of the following locations during the early 
voting period in addition to polling places in Wimberley and Dripping Springs.

Buda City Hall
121 N. Main St., Buda
• Oct. 25, 8 a.m.–5 p.m.

San Marcos Goodnight Center
1301 Hwy. 123, San Marcos
• Oct. 26, 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 
• Oct. 28–Nov. 1, 7 a.m.–7 p.m.

Hays County Government Center
712 S. Stagecoach Trail, San Marcos
• Oct. 21–25, 8 a.m.–5 p.m.
• Oct. 26, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
• Oct. 27, 1–6 p.m.
• Oct. 28–Nov. 1, 7 a.m.–7 p.m.

Hays County Precinct 2 office
5458 FM 2770, Kyle
• Oct. 26, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
• Oct. 28–Nov. 1, 7 a.m.–7 p.m.

Seton Medical Center Hays
6001 Kyle Parkway, Kyle
• Oct. 30–31, 11 a.m.–7 p.m.

Texas State University
LBJ Student Center
700 Student Center Drive, San Marcos
• Oct. 29–30, 11 a.m.– 7 p.m.

election Day Polling locationS
On Nov. 5, voters may only cast ballots at their precinct polling location. Polls are open  
7 a.m.–7 p.m. For voting and precinct information, visit www.co.hays.tx.us/elections.

PReCINCTS POLLING LOCATION

110, 113 San Marcos Goodnight Center, 1301 Hwy. 123, San Marcos

111, 112 Dunbar Center, 810 Martin Luther King Drive, San Marcos

120 San Marcos Housing Authority, 820 Sturgeon St., San Marcos

125, 127, 129  Tobias Elementary School, 1005 E. FM 150, Kyle

221, 223, 225 Kyle City Hall, 100 W. Center St., Kyle

224, 228 Buda City Hall, 121 N. Main St., Buda

226, 230, 232, 236, 238 Hays Hills Baptist Church, 1401 N. FM 1626, Buda

229, 234 Goforth Water Supply, 8900 Niederwald Strasse, Niederwald

301, 315, 316, 317 First Baptist Church, 325 W. McCarty Lane, San Marcos

318, 330, 336, 339 First Lutheran Church, 130 W. Holland St., San Marcos

332, 334 Travis Elementary School, 1437 Post Road, San Marcos

413, 414 Allenwood Homes Auditorium, 1201 Thorpe Lane, San Marcos

416, 417, 418, 419, 420, 421 Wallace Middle School, 1500 W. Center St., Kyle

415, 447 Promiseland Church, 1650 Lime Kiln Road, San Marcos
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19 Foodstock
a pumpkin-carving contest 

benefits the Hays county Food Bank, 
and the event also features art, food, 
activities and musical performances by 
the derailers and other bands. after the 
contest winners are announced at 5 p.m., 
the pumpkins are sold to raise money 
for the food bank. 1–6 p.m. Free ($10 to 
enter the carving contest). Hays county 
courthouse lawn, 111 E. San antonio St., 
San marcos. 512-392-8300.  
www.haysfoodbank.org

20 First Christian Church 
homecoming

celebrating 160 years of ministry in San 
marcos, the church welcomes former members 
to return for fellowship with the current 
congregation. the rev. Jimmy cobb, the 
church’s former pastor for 20 years, is the 
guest speaker. a luncheon and entertainment 
follows the service. 10 a.m. Free. First christian 
church–disciples of christ, 3105 rr 12, San 
marcos. 512-396-1926. www.fcc-sm.org

26 boo-da halloween
downtown Buda serves as a 

safe and fun opportunity for children to 
trick-or-treat for Halloween and includes 
Halloween stories, crafts, games and 
more Halloween activities at the Buda 
Public Library. 6–9 p.m. Free. downtown 
Buda Greenbelt. 512-295-7170.  
www.budatxtourism.com 

through 17  
Remembering Camelot
Fifty years after the 

assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy, the exhibit is the public’s first 
chance to view artifacts and photographs 
owned by Houston collector Frank Harvey. 
“remembering camelot through the lens 
of Jacques Lowe—the Private collection 
of Frank Harvey” features images captured 
by Kennedy’s personal photographer. a 
reception nov. 16 offers hors d’oeuvres 
inspired by the Kennedy era. Funds raised 
from the event support true Vineyard 
ministries and the San marcos nonprofit 
organization’s work in rwanda. camelot 
reception: nov. 16 7–11 p.m. $250. Public 
viewing: nov. 17 9 a.m.–9 p.m. $25 ($15 
with student id). San marcos conference 
center, 1001 E. mccarty Lane,  
San marcos. 512-665-3393.  
www.rememberingcamelot.com
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october

17 through 20 
kyle Fair & music Festival

revelers can ride a Ferris wheel and other 
rides, try their hand at carnival games and 
listen to live music at the annual event, 
which also features a 5K run and academic 
pageant. Vendors sell arts, crafts and food. 
oct. 17–18 5–11 p.m., oct. 19 noon–11 
p.m., oct. 20 noon–7 p.m. Free ($3 parking). 
central texas Speedway, 24801 i-35, Kyle. 
512-268-4220. www.kylefair.com

19 kyle Founders Parade
Kyle residents gather along West 

center Street to celebrate the birthday 
of their town, which was founded in mid-
october 1880. the parade route begins 
at Gregg-clarke Park, 1300 W. center 
St., and ends at mary Kyle Hartson Park, 
101 S. Burleson St., where parade-goers 
meet at the gazebo to sing “Happy 
Birthday” and have a piece of birthday 
cake. 10 a.m. Free. downtown Kyle. 
512-262-3939. www.cityofkyle.com/
recreation/kyle-founders-parade
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26 through 27 
Texas Clay Festival

the 21st annual event features 
demonstrations in wheel throwing, 
sculpture, decoration and other 
techniques from more than 60 texas 
artists whose work ranges from functional 
pottery to decorative sculpture made from 
earthenware, stoneware and porcelain. 
oct. 26 10 a.m.–6 p.m., oct. 27 10 a.m.– 
5 p.m. Free. 1296 Gruene road, Gruene. 
830-629-7975. www.texasclayfestival.com
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SMTXWineWalk.com
$20 advance / $25 day of event.

HO S T E D  BY:
U N I T E D  WAY  OF  H AY S  C O U N T Y  &
S A N  M A RC O S  M A I N  S T R E E T  P RO G R A M

WINE  &
WASSAIL
WALK

Compiled by Wes Ferguson and Brett Thorne

Cheatham Street Warehouse
119 cheatham St., San marcos  
512-353-3777  
www.cheathamstreet.com  
twitter: @cheathamstreet
October
 18  Halleyanna
 24  adam Hood
 26  John david Kent
 29  american aquarium
November
 1  adam Johnson Band
 2  Soul track mind
 8  rodney Parker

Riley’s Tavern
8894 Fm 1102, Hunter  
512-392-3132  
www.rileystavern.com  
twitter: @rileystavern
October
 23  molley Hayes
 25  Jeremy Steding
 26  ruby dee and the Snakehandlers
 29  chris Edwards
November
 2  chuck’s Wagon
 6  tyler cannon

Triple Crown
206 n. Edward Gary St., San marcos  
512-396-1050  
www.triplecrownlive.com  
twitter: @triplecrownlive
October
 18  Black Water revival
 24  Hill country Gentlemen
 25  Loblolly (20–year reunion)
 26  chasca, the couch, the organics
November
 1  Superfoot, chief Fuzzer,  
  Quiet room
 2  Scott H. Biram
 8  mr. Lewis & the Funeral 5

Sponsored by

Find more or submit San marcos, 
Buda or Kyle events at  
www.impactnews.com/sbk-calendar.

to have San marcos, Buda or Kyle 
events considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

online calendar
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ruby dee and the Snakehandlers

november

02 Dia de los muertos  
& mariachi Festival

mariachi students gather to perform 
traditional music while celebrating the 
mexican holiday, when friends and family 
members gather to honor their deceased 
loved ones. 10 a.m.–3 p.m. Free. Gregg 
clarke Park, 1300 W. center St., Kyle.  
512-293-0966. www.haysmariachi.com

02 San marcos Cemetery walk
drama students from San marcos 

High School portray and describe the lives 
of pioneers who are buried in San marcos’ 
139-year-old cemetery during “Echoes From 
our Past: Early Settlers of San marcos,” the 
second annual event coordinated by the 
Heritage association of San marcos. 3–5 p.m. 
$10 ($5 for students, free for children younger 
than 12). 1001 rr 12, San marcos. 512-392-
3552. www.heritagesanmarcos.org/events.html

02 Fall fishing tournament
adult anglers catch bass, catfish 

and perch to compete for a two-night stay 
and guided fishing trip in rockport. all 
proceeds benefit Lake Kyle. 7 a.m.–noon.  
$30 ($25 if registered by oct. 31). Lake Kyle, 
700 Lehman road, Kyle. 512-262-3939.  
www.cityofkyle.com/recreation

09 Veterans Day celebration  
and parade

San marcos residents honor men and women 
who served in the armed forces with a 
parade, including a children’s bicycle brigade; 
as well as free breakfast and patriotic 
entertainment. 8:30 a.m. (parade begins at  
10 a.m.). Free. Hays county courthouse 
Square, 111 E. San antonio St., San marcos.  
www.sanmarcostx.gov
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09 Denim & Diamonds
the annual fundraiser for the 

Hays ciSd Education Foundation features 
casino games, silent auctions, a live band 
and food and dessert catered by Lehman 
High School culinary students. 6–11 p.m. 
$75 ($125 for two tickets). texas disposal 
Systems Exotic Game ranch and 
Pavilion, 12200 carl road, Buda.  
www.haysef.com
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W ind farms generate power 
until the breeze stops blow-
ing. Solar plants work as long 

as the sun shines but not at nighttime.
That unpredictability is one of the 

major barriers to widespread use of 
renewable energy, but a Kyle company 
believes it has found a solution. Xtreme 
Power designs, installs and operates 
the world’s largest batteries, said Alan 
Gotcher, the company’s CEO.

“We can store electricity when there’s 
excess and use it when there’s not 
enough,” Gotcher said. “And we do that 
at a very large scale.”

Founded in 2006, Xtreme Power 
installed its first storage system to rotate 
a telescope on the South Pole in 2008. 
Since then, the company has designed 
and installed energy storage systems at 
wind farms in Hawaii, Alaska and Texas. 
In September, the company earned a 
national innovation award for its storage 
system at Duke Energy’s Notrees Wind 
Farm west of Odessa.

The company has 70 employees, most 
of them engineers, and manages the 
storage and release of power from a 
control room at its Kyle facility, Gotcher 
said. Xtreme Power’s work to smooth out 
energy distribution prevents an average 
of one blackout and three brownouts per 
month on the island of Kauai in Hawaii, 
he added. 

Kyle residents who have only seen 
Xtreme Power from the outside might 
be surprised to learn so many things 
are happening behind the warehouse’s 
nondescript walls, Gotcher said.

“You wouldn’t know it by driving by, 
but what we do inside is kind of unique,” 
he said.

Gotcher said Xtreme Power also uses 
its technology to help traditional power 
generators manage how and when they 
issue electricity to national or statewide 

power grids.
“We don’t really care if the electricity’s 

generated from a nuclear power plant or 
gas turbine or wind farm,” he said. “Elec-
tricity’s electricity. We’ll store it close to 
[the generator] and make the electricity 
available when it makes economic sense.”

Gotcher said Xtreme Power is also 
beginning to expand beyond North 
America. Most of the company’s proj-
ects have been sold in the United States, 
but Xtreme Power is beginning to win 
contracts in Italy, the United Kingdom 
and Germany and is in discussions with 
Japanese companies that are turning to 
wind power in the wake of the Fuku-
shima nuclear disaster in March 2011.

In addition, the company has reduced 
project costs by about 15 percent each 
year for the past three years with the goal 
of making its technology affordable for 
more commercial and industrial custom-
ers, Gotcher said.

“The rate of market adoption will be 
paced by the cost of the system,” he said. 
“The lower we can provide these kinds 
of products and services, the bigger the 
market’s going to be. The whole indus-
try right now is working very hard to 
reduce the cost of these systems with 
the thought that people will buy more of 
them at a lower price.”

Xtreme Power
Kyle company builds world’s largest batteries

Xtreme Power

dac
y L

n.

Goforth rd.

Kyle Pkwy.

35

1120 Goforth road, Kyle
512-268-8191
www.xtremepower.com

Xtreme Power employees work with racks of batteries (above, lower left) to create energy storage systems, 
and they monitor those systems (lower right) at a control center in Kyle.

Xtreme Power’s 36-megawatt storage and power 
management system at the Notrees Wind Farm be-
gan to fully operate in December. The system stores 
excess energy when the wind is blowing and makes 
it available later to the electric grid to meet cus-
tomer demand.
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By Wes Ferguson

BUSINESS

Xtreme examples
Kyle-based Xtreme Power has been 
involved in a number of power storage 
projects, mostly in north america.

• South Pole telescope: the university 
of chicago chose Xtreme Power’s 
energy storage system to rotate a  
200-ton telescope on the South Pole. 

• Ford Motor Co. Michigan assembly 
plant: Xtreme Power operates one of 
the largest solar power generation sys-
tems in michigan, where Ford builds 
and tests electric vehicles. 

• Duke Energy Notrees Wind Farm 
near Odessa: the company designed, 
installed and operates the largest bat-
tery storage system in the world that is 
integrated with a wind farm.

Saturday, Dec. 14th: Bastrop, TX, Jerry Faye Wilhelm PAC & Sunday, Dec. 15th: Hays Performing Arts Center

D’Ette & Co. Dancers presents

The Nutcracker For Children by Children

Tickets available at DetteDancers.com or 512-292-3772
IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO SIGN UP FOR CLASSES!

512-561-0605 • DetteDancers.com
Buda Sports Center: 3310B FM 967, Ste A105 • Buda, TX 78610

 Join us for a Spot of Tea!

    Sugar Plum Fairy Tea Party
     Saturday, Nov. 16th at 2:30 PM: Buda, TX
     Sunday, Nov. 17th at 1:00 PM: Austin, TX
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V anndie Long followed his father, 
San, to Kyle from California in 
2006 to open Hays City Donuts. 

Hays City Donuts was the only dough-
nut shop in town then, but the duo have 
watched the city’s population more than 
quadruple in the seven years since mak-
ing the move. They’ve also been faced 
with challenges from competitors looking 
to take a bite out of their market share.  

The shop’s doughnuts, kolaches and 
coffee gained so many loyal followers 
that Vanndie said the shop’s parking lot 
would fill up, and some customers would 
struggle to find street parking.

Hays City Donuts has also become the 
doughnut of choice for many members 
of Kyle United Methodist Church, said 
congregation member Sean Claes. Only 
two weeks after Hays City Donuts had 
opened its doors, Claes realized he was 
running late for church and needed to 
pick up something the congregation 
could snack on between services. He 
stopped into the shop, ordered dozens of 
pastries, and when services let out, the 
doughnuts were gone in record time.

“I go by there every couple of weeks,” 
Claes said. “They have the best blueberry 
doughnut. Their blueberry doughnut is 
stellar, [their] sour cream is phenomenal, 
and the breakfast sandwiches are  
amazing.”

Hays City Donuts
Restaurateurs bring cuisine combo to Kyle

Hays City Donuts

center St.
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35

106 n. Burleson St., Kyle
512-268-3920
Hours: 5 a.m.–9 p.m. mon–Sat., 
6 a.m.–3 p.m. Sun.

San Long, owner of Hays City Donuts, wakes up around 2 a.m. each morning to begin cooking the day’s 
doughnuts. Long has been running the doughnut shop in Kyle since 2006. 

In May, owner San Long (left) and employee Sopaeut 
Chaun reopened Hays City Chinese Cuisine, which 
had been closed since 2011. 

Hays City Donuts has gained a loyal following in 
Kyle, said Vanndie Long, who runs the shop with 
his father. He chalked their success up to good 
food and service. 
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DINING

12  
doughnut  
holes for  
$1.50

Vanndie said in addition to making 
consistently great-tasting food, he and 
his father focus on customer service. It is 
not unusual to walk out of the shop with 
an extra handful of doughnut holes—
Vanndie’s way of thanking customers for 
their business. 

Vanndie said little touches like an 
extra handful of doughnut holes gained 
the restaurant a loyal following. Things 
were going so well that in 2008 the 
Longs bought the restaurant's building 
and opened Hays City Chinese Cuisine, 
a Chinese food restaurant that shared 
space with the doughnut shop. 

San would arrive in the mornings 
around 2 a.m. and cook doughnuts for a 
few hours before the doors opened and 
the morning rush arrived. At around 9 
a.m. Vanndie would fire up the wok and 
begin preparing soups for the Chinese 
restaurant. 

But that was five years ago, and things 
changed, he said. In 2011, after strug-
gling to keep both restaurants going, 
the Longs decided to close Hays City 
Chinese Cuisine. 

Kyle’s exponential growth insulated 
Hays City Donut from the recession in 
the mid-2000s, but Kyle’s pastry market 
is getting crowded with doughnut shops, 
Vanndie said. Shipley Do-Nuts opened 
less than a quarter mile from Hays City 

Donuts in 2008, and Super Donuts 
opened at FM 150 and Lehman Road in 
the same year. 

Vanndie said the business has been 
showing signs of improvement, and 
each day he sees new faces coming into 
the restaurant.  Business has picked up 
enough that in May, the Longs relaunched 
Hays City Chinese Cuisine alongside the 
doughnut shop. 

The Chinese restaurant is beginning to 
regain its old business, too, Vanndie said. 
In October, the restaurant received a 
beer and wine license, so diners can now 
wash down their meals with an alcoholic 
beverage. 

Vanndie said he is hopeful that Hays 
City Donuts and Hays City Chinese 
Cuisine will continue on an upward 
trajectory. 

“As long as people keep ordering, I’ll 
be here to cook,” he said.

4 employees

the restaurant  
has been open  
7 years

Go nuts for doughnuts

different kinds  
of doughnuts
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Gentiva accepts patients for care regardless of age, race, color national origin, religion, sex, disability, being a qualified disabled veteran, being a qualified disabled
veteran of the Vietnam era, or any other category protected by law, or decisions regarding advance directives. © 2011 Gentiva Health Services, Inc.  MKT3144

We believe that every moment matters. Maybe that’s why so many 
families believe in us when it comes to choosing a hospice  
provider. For more information or to receive our free DVD, 
“Hospice and Your Loved One,”  
call 512-392-9138.

gentiva.com/hospice

Pradeep S. Mohan, M.D.

512.353.6444   
www.liveoakaesthetics.com

1305 Wonder World Drive in San Marcos

Dr. Mohan is a Plastic and Reconstruc-
tive Surgeon.  He completed a General 
Surgery Residency and is also fellowship 
trained in Hand and Reconstructive 
Microsurgery. He is Board Certified by 
the American Board of Plastic Surgery. 

SURGICAL PROCEDURES

l Breast augmentation, lift, reduction 
l Tummy tuck
l Liposuction/liposculpture
l Arm lift, eye lift, face lift, nose shaping, 
     brow lift, thigh lift
l Post-bariatric surgery
l Reconstruction including breast, upper 
     and lower extremity, facial and wound
l Hand and wrist surgery
l Compression neuropathies
l Botox  , facial filler

AT LIVE OAK HEALTH PARTNERS

R

Because Confidence is Beautiful.

CALL TODAY
For a complimentary appointment!

512-261-0808
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The Hays-Caldwell Women’s Center 
has provided a safe place for 
victims to escape family violence, 

sexual assault and child abuse for 36 years.
In October, the nonprofit organization 

is also partnering with local law enforce-
ment offices and volunteers to observe 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month. 
The campaign aims to draw attention to 
the women’s center’s mission of creating a 
community environment where violence 
and abuse are not tolerated.

“The effects of domestic violence, 
sexual assault and child abuse can be 
devastating to communities, to fami-
lies, and, of course, to individuals,” said 
Marla Johnson, the executive director 
of the women’s center. “And it can all 
be stopped. That’s really the main thing 
that I think we need to keep in mind. 
Sometimes people feel really helpless, but 
people recover from abuse every single 
day, and they do need help. It is compli-
cated, but there’s help available.”

More than 1,500 victims come to the 
women’s center in San Marcos for services 
each year, Johnson said. Many more rely 
on the center’s 24-hour hotline, she added.

Despite completing a $4 million capital 
improvement campaign in 2012, Johnson 
said the center is already trying to catch up 
with new demand caused by rapid popula-
tion growth in Hays and Caldwell counties.

“Maybe more people are moving to this 
area hoping that some of the problems they 
had elsewhere will be better, and then they 
get here and don’t really have any infra-
structure, no support system or anything, 
so they’re having to reach out for support 
from nonprofit agencies like us,” she said.

To address the increased demand in 
2014, Johnson said the center plans to boost 

Hays-Caldwell 
Women’s Center
Organization aims to end tolerance  
of domestic violence, child abuse

High school football players and coaches from throughout Hays County line up behind Hays County Sheriff 
Gary Cutler on Sept. 26 to announce their involvement in Domestic Violence Awareness Month.

Marla Johnson has been the Hays-Caldwell Wom-
en’s Center executive director for 21 years.
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NONPROFIT

Hays-Caldwell  
Women’s Center

512-396-3404  
24-hour help line: 512-396-4357 
www.hcwc.org
twitter: @hcwcenter

Local Domestic Violence  
Awareness Month events

the Hays-caldwell Women’s center is 
partnering with local law enforcement 
offices, area high school football teams 
and others to observe domestic Violence 
awareness month.

Volunteer advocates will attend football 
games, where announcers will provide 
information about domestic violence, 
and players will wear purple ribbons to 
raise awareness.

“Football can be a violent sport,” 
Hays county Sheriff Gary cutler said. 
“relationships shouldn’t be.”

• Oct. 17: Victoria Broussard, an austin 
attorney, abuse survivor and author, 
leads a discussion about domestic vio-
lence. 7 p.m. San marcos Public Library, 
625 E. Hopkins St., San marcos

• Oct. 17: Lehman High School football 
game. 7 p.m. Shelton Stadium,  
4298 Jack c. Hays trail, Buda

• Oct. 17: San marcos High School 
football game. 7 p.m. Bobcat Stadium, 
1100 aquarena Springs drive,  
San marcos

• Oct. 18: Hays High School football 
game. 7 p.m. Shelton Stadium,  
4298 Jack c. Hays trail, Buda

• Oct. 26: Walk to raise awareness.  
9–11 a.m. caldwell county courthouse, 
110 S. main St., Lockhart

• Nov. 11: San marcos academy football 
game. 5:30 p.m. ingram Stadium,  
2801 rr 12, San marcos

By the numbers

its presence in fast-growing areas such as 
Kyle, Buda and Dripping Springs. Besides 
offering awareness events, the center will 
identify “networkers” who will act as a liai-
son or point person between the center and 
churches, civic organizations or businesses.

The organization also relies on volun-
teers who operate the 24-hour help line, 
help with parenting or child care pro-
grams or are involved in fundraising or 
other efforts, in addition to donors.

“The only way we can really grow to 
meet the demand is with local support,” 
she said. “We can take big donations 
and small donations, and we really need 
people to pitch in.”

Johnson said the center has grown from 
a six-family shelter with eight employees 
when she joined the staff 21 years ago to 
an organization with 34 employees and a 
shelter, children’s advocacy center and cri-
sis-intervention service with professional 
counselors. The 30-day shelter, which can 
house up to 15 families, comes equipped 
with security systems such as cameras, 
gates and fences to protect victims who 
are fleeing violent situations.

“People who are victims of abuse are 
some of the strongest people I ever met,” 
Johnson said. “The worst has already 
happened before they come here, and they 
have decided they want to get some help 
or have been forced to seek help, and it’s 
going to be better from here on out.”

1,500  
women  

are served at the  
center each year

180 volunteers per year

employees

15 families  
can be housed at the shelter

Boo-Da Hallowee
FREE EVENT! 

For More Information 
(512) 295-7170 

Trick-or-Treat Buda Area Businesses 
Halloween Stories, Games & More! 

, October 2  
:00- :00 p.m., Downtown Buda 

Parking Available at City Park   

Boo-Da Halloween 

Brought to you by The City of Buda and these generous sponsors:
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This guide is not 
comprehensive.

Taqueria Un Dolar y Mas

The landscapes of many Central Texas towns are dotted with food trailers and stands serving 
up hot, often freshly prepared tacos. Cities in Hays County are no different. Some of these  

eateries located off the beaten path offer traditional Mexican-style tacos, while others put a Tex-Mex 
spin on the classic dish. The only way to know which taco is the best is to try them all.

maria Hernandez serves 
tacos, menudo and tortas 
at taqueria un dolar y 
mas using recipes that 
have been passed down 
through her family. the 
menu’s highlights are the 
red barbacoa taco and 
the menudo, which is only 
available on weekends. 
mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.–9 p.m.,  
Sat.-Sun. 7 a.m.–10 p.m.  
2798 Goforth road, Kyle.  
512-787-4332

Compiled by: Brett Thorne 
Photos by: Brandy Cohen  

and Brett Thorne

VegeTarianPorkBeef

flour 
TorTilla

Corn 
TorTilla

nuMBer  
of SauCeS

named for owner marta carrillo’s daughter, Lolita’s cafe began serving tacos in 
2005. the taco stand features two drive-thrus and a walk-up window. carrillo said 
the menu’s signature item is the Lolita’s combo, which features eggs, bacon, 
potatoes and cheese. mon.–Sat. 5 a.m.–3 p.m., Sun. 6 a.m.–2:30 p.m.  
1501 aquarena Springs drive, San marcos. 512-392-3441

Lolita’s Cafe

Goforth rd.
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Taqueria Huentitan

M&M Taco Corner Tacos El Primo

Shell Foodmart

Situated in the corner of a convenience store, taqueria 
Huentitan offers a variety of $1.60 tacos, 

including beef barbacoa, fajita and cow 
tongue, in addition to chicken, pork 

leg and carne guisada. other 
menu items include migas, 
enchiladas and flautas. 
mon.–Fri. 5:30 a.m.–11 p.m., 
Sun. 6:30 a.m.–11 p.m.  
2101 Bebee road, Kyle. 
512-523-8551

customers can order one of dozens of 
taco combinations at m&m taco 
corner. owner Velia Hernandez said 
the secret to m&m’s success is that 
the cooks make all of their tortillas by 
hand every day. mon–Sat. 6:30 a.m.–2 
p.m., Sun. 7 a.m.-noon. 1303 Hunter 
road, San marcos. 512-392-9308

a sign outside this convenience store boasts the 
“Best tacos in town,” and store owner 

Paul Bryant said that is not an 
overstatement. Bryant has been 

serving up about 30 kinds 
tacos, including the most 

popular—brisket and bean 
combination—at the gas 

station for about 15 
years. 5:30 a.m.–
whenever tacos run 

out. 934 n. i-35, San 
marcos. 512-353-4777

Silviano Velazquez opened tacos El Primo in 
Kyle in 2008. Velazquez said he customized 
the recipes for the street tacos he serves out 
of his truck. the most popular items on the 
menu are the pastor and carne asada tacos. 
mon.–thu. 5:30 p.m.–midnight, Fri.–Sat. 
5:30 p.m.–2 a.m. 3600 Goforth 
road, Kyle. 512-287-1340

Comprehensive, Local, Expert Podiatric Care for Adults and Children

October marks our 5 year anniversary of happily serving you and our community!

www.ThePodiatryGroup.com

Medical and surgical treatments for disorders 
affecting the foot and ankle:

• Heel pain/plantar fasciitis

• Foot and ankle trauma

• Diabetic ulcers & wound care

• Flatfoot/Fallen arches

• Corns/Calluses

• Pediatric foot care

• Achilles tendonitis

• Soft tissue masses/cysts

• Tarsal tunnel syndrome

• Ankle Sprains

• Foot dermatology including 

fungus & warts

• Running injuries & 

Sports Medicine

• Senior walking problems

• Ingrown toenails

• Bunions/Hammertoes

• Toe deformities

• Neuromas Jeff Henke, DPM
Diplomate, American Board of Podiatric Surgery

Certifi ed in Foot Surgery

Located in  
Hays Surgery Center

512-268-FOOT (3668)

Living in our Community, Serving our Community

Now accepting new clients

135 Bunton Creek Rd., Suite 300, Kyle
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Now Open
SOUThWEST AUSTIN District 
Kitchen + Cocktail opened in mid-
october in the former Blue Bamboo 
site at 5900 W. Slaughter Lane, 
Ste. B-500. chef and owner amir 
Hajimaleki said the new american 
grill will offer a rotating seasonal 
menu with items such as wine, craft 
cocktails and beers, a bison burger 
and flatbreads. 512-351-8455.  
www.districtaustin.com

SOUThWEST AUSTIN Austin 
Beer Garden Brewing Co. held its 
grand opening aug. 29 at 1305 W. 
oltorf St. the brewpub offers 10 
beers on tap as well as pizza and 
wine. 512-298-2242. www.theabgb 
.com. twitter: @theabgb

SOUThWEST AUSTIN 
Wheatsville Food Co-op opened 
its second location the weekend of 
Sept. 20 at 4001 S. Lamar Blvd. and 
plans to hold a grand opening  
oct. 19 from noon to 4 p.m. the 
member-owned cooperative 
operates in a 22,000-square-foot 
store featuring a 2,500-square-foot 
artisan bakehouse, about 18,000 
square feet of retail space, and 
indoor and outdoor seating.  
512-814-2888. www.wheatsville 
.coop. twitter: @Wheatsville

SOUThWEST AUSTIN Smoke’n 
Hops opened aug. 1 at 3799 E. 
Hwy. 290. the restaurant brews its 
own beer on-site, smokes texas-
style barbecue, offers a playground 
for children and hosts live music. 
512-655-3069. www.smokehops.
com. twitter: @smokehops

Relocations
SOUThWEST AUSTIN 
Rockadive Austin Poly-Fusion, a 
food trailer combining Polynesian, 
Filipino, Latin, asian and Hawaiian 
cuisines, moved July 15 to the 
native South Food Park at 10106 
manchaca road from 6000 S. 
congress ave. 512-808-7657.  
www.facebook.com/rockadive 
.austin. twitter: @rockadive

Expansions
SOUThWEST AUSTIN Jester 
King Brewery changed its license 
in august to become a brewpub 
following a change in state law. 
changing its license allows Jester 
King to sell beer to-go. the brewery, 
located at 13187 Fitzhugh road, 
also extended its hours to Sat.–Sun. 
noon–6 p.m. and Fri. 5–9 p.m.  
512-537-5100. 
wwwjesterkingbrewery.com.  
twitter: @jesterkingbeer

REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our other editions Full stories online at impactnews.com

ACC preparing for 
2014 bond election

Austin karst preserve contains hidden worlds

AUSTIN Austin Community College  
will wait until next year to consider calling 
a bond election to fund more than $400 
million in major projects districtwide.

On Aug. 19, the district’s board of 
trustees unanimously voted to announce 
its intention to hold a bond election in 
November 2014. The board has until 
August 2014 to do so.

The decision marks a pivot for the 
district, which prior to the meeting had 
been entertaining the option of holding 
the election this November. 

Waiting a year could increase voter 
turnout, trustees reasoned, since ACC 
would share the ballot with the first 
Austin City Council members elected to 
the new 10-1 voting districts, as well as 
several statewide races. 

Trustees said the district should do 
more public engagement, consider reduc-
ing the size of the bond package and 
complete its academic master plan before 
calling a bond election.

The plan is the district’s blueprint for 
future programs and will guide growth,  
according to Neil Vickers, ACC’s vice 
president for finance and budget.

Trustee Allen Kaplan called the plan 
“absolutely key to where this college is 
going to go.”

AUSTIN At first glance, Goat Cave 
Karst Preserve looks like a neighbor-
hood park with a nature trail, but much 
more is going on beneath the surface.
The 9-acre preserve on Deer Lane is 
home to karsts—fissures, caves and 
sinkholes formed when water bore 
holes into the area’s porous limestone. 

Karsts delve down to the water table 
and connect local surface creeks to the 
Edwards Aquifer, said Nico Hauwert, 
city senior environmental scientist. The 
caves are home to species such as sala-
manders, millipedes, beetles, crickets, 
scorpions and some spiders.  

“There’s this whole underground 
world down there that nobody knows 
about,” Hauwert said.

Goat Cave Karst Preserve got its name 
when explorers rescued a goat that fell 
into the cave in the 1980s, he said. 

The preserve has four caves—Wade 
Sink, Hideout Sink, Goat Cave and 
Maple Run. The Underground Texas 
Grotto and the Austin Nature Center 
lead scheduled tours of Goat Cave.
Full story by Joe Olivieri

TOP STORIES IMPACTS

Priorities Recommendations Option 1 Option 2

1. renovate acc Highland $152.8m $152.8m $152.8m

2. renovate rio Grande campus building $49m $49m $49m

3. renovations to campuses after relocation  
    to acc Highland

$11.2m $11.2m $11.2m

4. districtwide projects (combined with no. 6) $91.9m $80m $68m

5. Build replacements for riverside campus  
    buildings B and c

$44m $38m $38m

6. districtwide projects - - -

7. Expand round rock campus $33.4m $33.4m $30.4m

8. Expand Elgin campus $13.2m $13.2m $13.2m

9. Expand Hays campus $22.4m $15.4m $15.4m

10. new Leander campus $70m $70m $60m

11. Land banking $12m $12m $10m

Total $499.9M $475M $448M

Same priorities, different prices

in June, the acc Bond Program advisory committee named 11 key priorities for the 
district. if fully funded, those priorities are estimated to cost $499 million. Some trustees 
were interested in considering smaller bond packages between $430 million and $475 
million. all numbers are subject to change, and the board has taken no action. 

“As I understand, it will be completed 
in October, and we need to digest things 
and see how that informs what we eventu-
ally put on the ballot,” he said.

Trustee John-Michael Cortez said at the 
Aug. 19 meeting that the board’s decision 
to wait a year should not be taken as a 
statement about the work of ACC staff or 
the board’s opinion on the recommended 
bond projects. 

“As I’ve mentioned a couple of times, 

even beyond the 11 [identified top pri-
orities], we need all of these things,” he 
said. “I think [the board’s decision] is a 
reflection of a pretty well thought-out, 
conceived understanding of where the 
community is.”

The board has not taken action on a 
bond package, and the project total may 
change before a November 2014 election, 
Vickers said. 

Full story by Joe Olivieri

Goat Cave Karst Preserve
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3900 deer Lane
512-974-6700
www.austintexas.gov/departments/ 
parks-and-recreation
Hours: dawn until dusk
note: do not explore the caves unless on 
a guided tour.
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A lizard climbs a rock near the entrance of Goat Cave. 

AustiNuts celebrates 
20 years in business
AUSTIN In 1991, Israel native Doron Ilai 
started AustiNuts to bring the Middle 
Eastern concept of steamed and dry-
roasted nuts to Austin. The company has 
since grown to include an 11,000-square-
foot roasting facility in Manor, and the 
West Anderson Lane storefront expanded 
in 1996 to include a retail store.

AustiNuts does not use oil or preserva-
tives, which makes the nuts crunchier and 
taste better, the company says. The nuts 
are roasted with water and salt in an oven 
imported from the Middle East.
Full story by Gene Davis

AustiNuts

2900 W. anderson Lane 
512-323-6887
www.austinuts.com

anderson Ln. B
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northcross dr.
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Johnny Finch, who owns Chances R, a 
lounge on South LBJ Drive. “It’s not a 
public business. I do not get public fund-
ing. My customers know when they come 
in my business that we have smoking. My 
employees that I hire are aware of this. You 
vote with your feet. If you do not like what 
you see, then go somewhere else.”

A number of health providers spoke 
in favor of the smoking ban. Dr. Philip 
Huang, medical director and health 
authority for the Austin/Travis County 
Health and Human Services Department, 
said protection from secondhand smoke 
should outweigh the rights of business 
owners.

“We do not allow restaurants to not 
refrigerate their food and have their 
employees not wash their hands, and 
this is the same public health protection,” 
Huang said. “It’s not just business owners’ 
rights to do anything they want.”

He added that Austin did not suffer an 
adverse economic impact when it imple-
mented an indoor smoking ban in 2005.

“And that’s been repeated throughout 
the country,” he said.

Sam Huenergardt, president and CEO 
of Central Texas Medical Center, said the 
ordinance would allow San Marcos to 
“take a step forward as a community.”

“We have a lot of business opportuni-
ties in front of us with companies looking 
at our workforce and evaluating, ‘Is this a 
healthy workforce or not?’ This can help 
us show that our city and citizens are dedi-
cated to creating a better environment for 
each other,” he said.

Extension for some businesses
Before they voted on the ordinance, 

council members also approved an 
amendment put forward by Councilman 
Ryan Thomason that gives some busi-
nesses an extra seven months to comply 
with the ban.

If the owner of an establishment decides 
to build an outdoor smoking area—and he 
or she receives a building permit by June 
1, 2014—patrons will be allowed to smoke 

Smoking
Continued from | 1

Are e-cigarettes 
and vaporizers 
also prohibited?

yes. 
The new ordinance defines 
“smoking” as inhaling, 
exhaling, burning or 
carrying any lighted or 
heated cigar, cigarette, 
pipe, tobacco, weed, plant, 
or other combustible 
substance in any manner  
or in any form.

Source: City of San Marcos

Source: City of San Marcos

The path to San Marcos’ smoking ban

Will the smoking ban hurt businesses?

“Austin found that there’s no negative effect on their restaurants and bars, but 
billiard halls did seem to be more hurt by the ban. ... San Antonio has found their 
businesses in the city have improved, and there’s less citizen complaints.”  

— Collette Jamison, San Marcos assistant city manager

37 
Texas 
cities  
are entirely  
smoke-free  
in workplaces,  
restaurants and bars.

Sources: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Smoke-Free 
Texas and Texas Oncology

By the numbers

3,400  
people  
in the United  
States die  
from lung  
cancer caused  
by exposure  
to secondhand  
smoke each year.

Exposure to secondhand 
smoke increases the risk 
of being diagnosed with 

lung cancer by 

Cities with active  
smoking bans 
cover nearly 

8.5 million  
Texans,

or about  
45 percent  

of all Texas  
residents.

1995
San Marcos adopts a clean-
air ordinance that requires 
businesses to designate 
smoking areas but carries 
no fine or penalty.

2014
In June, the San 
Marcos public 
smoking ordinance 
takes effect.

2005
Austin adopts a 
public indoor 
smoking ban.

2010
San Antonio adopts  
a smoking ban similar  
to Austin’s.

2011
At an open house to discuss 
public smoking, 52 percent 
of respondents say smoking 
and secondhand smoke are 
problems in the city, and 
42 percent say they are not 
problems. Six percent don’t 
know or have no opinion.

2013
San Marcos City Council votes to ban 
smoking in parks and public indoor places.

Source: City of San Marcos

A majority of San Marcos residents 
said the city should enact stricter 
regulations of smoking in public 
places, according to a city survey 
conducted in February.

San Marcos residents 
support ban

21%  Neutral

5% Don’t know

26% No

48% Yes

“We make money during the day because we open at 8 in the morning, and those 
people smoke. It’s 40 percent of my business. If I lose them, something’s going to have 
to happen. I polled my customers, and I’ll probably lose 30 percent of my sales.”

— Allen Manning, owner of the Triple Crown bar in San Marcos

indoors there until Jan. 1, 2015. The city’s 
building code requires an engineer’s seal 
of approval before a structure can be mod-
ified, Thomason said.

“And that [approval] could take a con-
siderable amount of time,” he said. “Even 
the mildest of outdoor modifications 
would require that. If somebody wanted 
to do a rooftop [patio], this would allow 
them time to get that done.”

Public smoking elsewhere
Indoor public smoking is prohibited in 

about half of all states in the United States. 
Bills to enact a statewide public indoor 

smoking ban in Texas have been defeated 
in recent legislative sessions, including 
2011 and 2013, but cities with active smok-
ing bans cover nearly 8.5 million Texans, or 
about 45 percent of all the state’s residents, 
according to Smoke-Free Texas, an organi-
zation that advocates for a statewide ban on 
smoking in workplaces.

Kyle and Buda allow smoking in public 
places, but Kyle Mayor Lucy Johnson and 
Buda Mayor Todd Ruge said they are not 
aware of any public establishment in their 
cities that allows indoor smoking.

“It’s not something we have discussed, 
but we could address it if it becomes an 
issue,” Ruge said.

Do you agree with cities that ban indoor smoking in public 
places?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/sbk-poll

20%  
to  

30%

AWARD WINNING ARTISTS
PROFESSIONAL BODY PIERCING

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

512.392.0938
237 N. LBJ DR.

ONE BLOCK FROM THE SQUARE
WWW.CLASSICTATTOOTX.COM
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We would like to welcome Dr. Lewitton 
to the Kyle Community!

Dr. Lewitton has been providing general and interventional cardiology 
care in Central Texas for 4 years.  He is excited about the opportunity 

to have a presence in Kyle, and looks forward to helping the Kyle 
community with its interventional cardiology needs. 

EDUCATION
Medical School: University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center

Residency in Internal Medicine: 
University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, Parkland Hospital

Fellowship in Cardiovascular Diseases: 
New York University Medical Center

Fellowship in Interventional Cardiology: 
Weill Cornell University Medical Center

BOARD CERTIFICATIONS
Interventional Cardiology and Internal Medicine

Steve Lewitton, M.D.
512-807-3140
125 Bunton Creek Rd., Suite 300
Kyle, Texas 78640

We Offer Great Deals on 
Pre-Owned Vehicles & RVs! 
In-House Financing Available!

REFER A 
FRIEND GET 

$100 OFF 
YOUR NEXT 
PAYMENT! 

$100 OFF

35

2001

Buda

967
1626

512-295-3642
17100 IH 35
Buda, TX 78610
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 
9am-6pm 
Sun: Closed

www.griffi nmotors-buda.com

Fall is here!

Enjoy the fresh 
Autumn air in your 
smooth new ride!
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spokeswoman for the organization, 
which is funded by the automotive 
insurance industry.

But roundabouts are often 
met with skepticism, accord-
ing to the institute, whose 
surveys conducted in six 
communities found that 
just one-third of driv-
ers supported round-
abouts before they were 
constructed. After the 
roundabouts had been in 
place for a year, however, 
the level of public support 
increased to an average of 
about 70 percent.

“People are afraid of what 
they don’t know,” Nevels said. 
“Later on, people are more open 
to it and more accepting of round-
abouts.”

Kyle roundabout costs
The estimated cost of constructing the round-

about in Kyle has increased from $350,000 to $750,000 
since discussions on the topic began. Assistant City Manager 
James Earp attributed the increase to the addition of pedes-
trian safety features and the addition of a second lane to the 
roundabout. 

A signalized intersection typically costs between $200,000 
and $250,000. However, when Kyle’s population passes 
50,000, all intersection maintenance will be turned over to 
the municipality. Because the cost of maintaining a round-
about is much lower than that of a signalized intersection, 
the roundabout is ultimately the less costly option, said  
Victor Vargas, assistant director of transportation opera-
tions at TxDOT. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the 
city’s population is expected to top 60,000 residents by 2020.

Kyle resident Nancy Whitcome said she was worried that 
consideration of building a roundabout at the intersection 
took finances into account more than safety.

“They’re very infrequent in Texas,” Whitcome said. “This 
isn’t Europe, and there’s going to be too much indecision at 
that intersection.”

The ‘best option’
Engineers for the city of San Marcos and TxDOT said 

the Hopkins Street roundabout would have improved 
traffic flow while slowing vehicles and providing a safer 
crossing for pedestrians.

“It is absolutely the best option,” Councilman John 
Thomaides said. “It’s the safest. It moves traffic best, it 
costs less than a traffic light in the future, and I think it’s a 
great entryway into a historic district, our first neighbor-
hood.”

San Marcos Fire Chief Les Stephens said a roundabout 
would be safer for ladder trucks and ambulances than 
traditional four-way intersections. A day before City 
Council’s Oct. 2 decision, Mayor Daniel Guerrero rode 
on the fire department’s largest truck as it navigated two 
roundabouts on Cheatham Street in San Marcos.

“We went all the way around it without any issues,” 
Guerrero said.

Although Guerrero previously supported the round-
about, he noted that TxDOT intended to begin seeking 
bids for construction contractors the following week, and 
a decision needed to be made.

“I’m fine in either direction,” Guerrero said. “I just want 
to see this thing move forward. If we need to withdraw 

the roundabout to move forward, let’s just do it.”
Councilman Jude Prather said the public outcry had 

convinced him not to support the roundabout, while 
Councilman Shane Scott said the roundabout was a bad 
fit for the intersection.

“I like the roundabout,” Scott said. “It just seems every 
time I look at the picture, it looks like it is in the wrong 
spot. That’s just me. So I would prefer to just have a 
straight-through.”

New plans for Hopkins Street
Despite eliminating the roundabout, the city of San 

Marcos still intends to realign West San Antonio Street so 
it intersects with Hopkins Street at a more perpendicular 
angle, providing more visibility for drivers. In addition, a 
center turn lane on Hopkins Street will allow drivers to 
make left turns onto West San Antonio Street.

Some residents urged council to build a traffic signal at 
the intersection, but the project engineer said traffic does 
not meet TxDOT’s requirements for a stoplight.

TxDOT plans to widen Hunter Road/Hopkins Street 
from Wonder World Drive to north of Bishop Street and 
will construct a new bridge over Purgatory Creek. The  
$9 million project is being funded by the Capital Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization and $4.2 million in 
savings from a previous project to build Wonder World 
Drive. Construction is scheduled to begin in March.

Council also directed staff members to remove plans to 
extend West San Antonio Street to Belvin Street.

Roundabouts
Continued from | 1

Tell us what  
   you think. Comment at impactnews.com

roundabout faQs
the insurance institute for Highway Safety, a 
nonprofit organization funded by auto insurers, 
studies roundabouts and advocates for their 
use in transportation planning.

Source: insurance institute for Highway Safety

Source: txdot

What is a roundabout?
developed in the united Kingdom in the 1960s, a 
roundabout is a circular intersection that requires entering 
vehicles to yield to circulating traffic. to negotiate the 
sharp curve, vehicles must slow their speeds to about  
20 mph in urban areas or 30–35 mph in rural settings.

How do roundabouts affect safety?
the number of crashes resulting in injury is reduced by 
about 75 percent, and all crashes are reduced by 40 percent 
when an intersection is converted to a roundabout.

How do roundabouts affect traffic flow?
Single-lane roundabouts significantly improve traffic flow 
while reducing waits and delays at intersections. However, 
the use of two-lane roundabouts at very busy intersections 
can lead to delays.

Can roundabouts accommodate  
larger vehicles and trucks?
Yes. they provide an area between the roadway and the 
central island, known as a truck apron, that a vehicle’s rear 
wheels can safely drive over.

Are roundabouts safe for pedestrians?
on average, pedestrian crashes are reduced by about 75 
percent because center medians allow pedestrians to 
cross only one direction of traffic at a time.

Do drivers like roundabouts?
Studies show that u.S. drivers typically oppose 
roundabouts when they are proposed. once they have 
been in place for more than a year, the level of public 
support increases to about 70 percent on average.
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intersection of Hopkins and West San Antonio streets. Bill 
Taylor, a San Marcos automotive dealer who is not the same 
Bill Taylor running for City Council, told council members 
that he and other organizers had gathered 400 signatures 
objecting to the roundabout during the week before the  
Oct. 2 City Council meeting.

“With all the whiz-bang roundabout exhibits and sales 
pitches that city staff and the Austin roundabout pied piper 
have plied this council with, it’s understandable the coun-
cil previously supported this thing,” said Taylor, who was 
among dozens of people wearing “No Roundabout on Hop-
kins!” T-shirts at the meeting. “However, one thing con-
tinues to be overlooked, and that is the simple fact that the 
majority of citizen taxpayers in San Marcos do not want this 
roundabout on Hopkins Street.”

Roundabout research
Designed in the United Kingdom in the 1960s, the mod-

ern roundabout is becoming a more common feature on U.S. 
streets. The roundabout is a circular intersection through 
which vehicles travel around a raised center island. A vehicle 
entering the roundabout must slow down, look for potential 
conflicts and yield the right of way to circulating traffic.

Because all vehicles are traveling slowly in the same direc-
tion, roundabouts virtually eliminate major wrecks such as 
head-on collisions, according to the nonprofit Insurance 
Institute for Highway Safety, which has studied their imple-
mentation throughout the nation.

“They [also] improve traffic flow and reduce vehicle emis-
sions, which is good for everyone,” said Kristin Nevels, a 

HoPKinS St.

San antonio St.

map not to scale
Existing roadway
roadway to be built or widened

Realignment of
San Antonio St.
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What are the benefits of hiring a doula?
With the support of a birth doula, women are less likely to request pain relief 

medications, less likely to have a cesarean, and report having a more positive birth 
experience. A doula is there to guide and support you, no matter what type of 

birth you are planning. Doulas are an unconditional source of con dence, support, 
and encouragement for the woman in labor as well as her partner.

Whether you choose to birth at the hospital, birth center, 
or home, a doula can help you have your best birth.

512-299-6138
www.MotherwiseDoulaCare.com

Wh h b f f h d l ?h b f f hh d l ?hff fh bhWh h d l ?hfffh bhWh

Ashre Landrum

Four-lane tollway
Work on SH 45 SW has slowed for a vari-

ety of political, environmental and financial 
reasons during the past decade. Hays County 
Commissioners Court attempted to jump-
start progress in 2011 by pledging up to $5 
million of the estimated $20 million cost to 
build SH 45 SW as a two-lane county road 
outside of the state highway system. 

The current assumption is that the road 
will be a four-lane tollway paid for using 
state and local funds and toll revenue, Hays 
County Precinct 2 Commissioner Mark 
Jones said. If built, the smaller county ver-
sion would not have met the area’s future 
transportation needs, he added. 

Officials took a big step toward build-
ing the road in June when TxDOT and the 
Mobility Authority launched a new environ-
mental study. 

The 1989 study is no longer valid—the 
project has changed significantly, and the 
study itself has expired, Mobility Authority 
deputy director Mario Espinoza said.

Will Conley, Hays County Precinct 3 com-
missioner and chairman of the Capital Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization, said he 
was encouraged by the new momentum.

“I think it’s a needed roadway,” he said. 
“We’re going about it responsibly and in the 
right format and [when] we get an oppor-
tunity to build it, I’m highly confident we’ll 
build it responsibly from a traffic perspective 
and from an environmental perspective.”

At the Oct. 8 meeting, many residents and 
politicans were optimistic about the road-
way’s future.

Travis County Precinct 3 Commissioner 
Gerald Daugherty had campaigned on 
building SH 45 SW last fall. 

“I’m glad people are calling [the new envi-
ronmental study] a new process,” he said. “It 
gives people hope after 16 years.”

What’s next
SH 45 SW is included in the 2035 Regional 

Transportation Plan of CAMPO, the Capital 
Area Metropolitian Planing Organization, 
a governing body that coordinates regional 
transportation planning for Bastrop, 

Caldwell, Hays, Travis and Williamson 
counties. 

The roughly $4 million environmental 
study will include the project’s impacts, con-
straints, and the needs of drivers, according 
to meeting documents. 

SH 45 SW is slated to be built through the 
environmentally sensitive Barton Springs 
recharge zone and an area of the Balcones 
Canyonland Preserve. 

The study will also consider the green 
design concepts for the roadway developed 
during the Green Mobility Challenge, a 2011 
competition run by TxDOT and the Mobil-
ity Authority to raise awareness about green 
roadway design and encourage new problem 
solving. AECOM’s “Manchaca GreenWay” 
concept took first place for its recycled road 
materials, low-power message signs and 
wireless toll collection. 

In 2013 and 2014, TxDOT and the Mobil-
ity Authority will host more open houses and 
workshops while the environmental study is 
being created. 

A public hearing on the project is expected 
in late 2014, and the study’s findings should 
be complete by 2015. A final decision about 
whether to build the project is anticipated for 
2015, according to meeting documents. 

Reactions
The Oct. 8 meeting was intended to gather 

public input on possible mobility solutions 
in southern Travis County and northern 
Hays County, according to TxDOT and the 
Mobility Authority. 

Espinoza said the two authorities are 
expanding their community outreach and 
involving neighborhood associations and 
grass-roots groups. 

Jones was one of many people at the meet-
ing who said that SH 45 SW “should have 
been built years ago.”

“It’s about transportation and quality of 
life,” he said. “Also, we are doing more envi-
ronmental damage idling on Brodie Lane 
than we would be if we had a green, free-
flowing SH 45 [SW].”

Shady Hollow resident Pam Baggett 
touted SH 45 SW’s green design features and 
said building it would make transportation 
safer for South Austin’s children pedestrians 
and residents in general. 

SH 45 SW
Continued from | 1

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

Baggett, a Democrat, said she had never 
voted for a Republican before but worked on 
Daugherty’s campaign because of his prom-
ise to work to build SH 45 SW.

She also referenced former Travis County 
Precinct 3 Commissioner Karen Huber; 
Baggett and many SH 45 SW advocates 
accuse Huber of not supporting the road.

In 2012, Huber said she had been skeptical 
that the road would improve traffic on Bro-
die Lane and said there were schools on Bro-
die. She said that if the environmental study 
was done fairly and accurately, she guessed 
that it would be difficult to justify the cost/
benefits of building the road. 

State Rep. Paul Workman, R-Austin, said 
building the road with tolls and the Mobil-
ity Authority’s help, rather than as a county 
road, will be a better fit for the area.

“Now it is strictly [planned as] a connec-
tor, and if you use it, you pay for it [via the 
tolls],” he said. 

From left: Matt Ruff, John Carroll and Bob Kneeland examine maps at an SH 45 SW open house Oct. 8 at 
Bailey Middle School near Brodie Lane in Austin.
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Proposed Sh 45 SW

Proposed SH
 45 SW

 route

Hays county

travis county

SH 45 SW would connect 
Fm 1626 to moPac, 
providing drivers with a 
faster way to get from Hays 
county to austin. Planners 
are considering a four-lane 
tollway for the project. 

Next meeting
Environmental listening workshop
nov. 14, 6–8 p.m.
Elm Grove Elementary School
801 Fm 1626, Buda
www.sh45sw.com
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Member SIPCShirley C Malone
Financial Advisor
512-312-2332 • 203 Railroad St. Suite 1B • Buda, TX 78610
Shirley.malone@edwardjones.com

www.edwardjones.com

When you stop and look back at what’s happened in the markets, it’s easy to 
realize how quickly things can change. That’s why we should schedule some 
time to discuss how the market can impact your fi nancial goals. We can also 
conduct a free portfolio review to help you decide if you should make changes 
to your investments and whether you’re on track to reach your goals.

Stop by or call today to schedule your free review.

REAL ESTATE

Market Data
On the market  (Aug. 30, 2012–Oct. 1, 2013) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Price Range Buda Kyle San Marcos Buda Kyle San Marcos

Less than $100,000 1 0 5 1 0 141

$100,000–$149,999 8 28 9 21 36 64

$150,000–$199,999 34 65 27 65 60 57

$200,000–$299,999 23 23 20 54 70 206

$300,000–$399,999 10 2 7 89 71 150

$400,000–$499,999 8 3 4 107 27 64

$500,000–$749,999 2 0 4 56 0 113

$750,000–$999,999 2 0 3 109 0 91

$1 million + 0 0 1 0 0 242

Number of homes sold Average price

Month Buda Kyle San Marcos Buda Kyle San Marcos

September 2013 56 70 22 $224,547 $168,849 $202,637

September 2012 10 6 12 $216,324 $153,417 $204,708

August 2013 58 88 28 $202,895 $156,066 $231,725

July 2013 43 68 34 $254,869 $150,452 $177,787

June 2013 41 60 19 $221,785 $160,506 $166,532

May 2013 51 64 27 $215,178 $139,573 $208,046

April 2013 39 43 20 $218,014 $157,433 $193,705

March 2013 35 58 25 $218,122 $150,879 $193,202

February 2013 20 21 12 $223,345 $121,199 $151,504

Market data provided by 
Marc Goebler, broker

Prosper Properties, Realty & Management Services
512-523-5663

marc@marcyourmove.com

Featured Neighborhood
Sunfield, Buda, 78610

Build-out year: Not built out

Builders: Castlerock, Centex Homes

Square footage: 1,201–2,843

Home values: $130,000–$265,000

HOA dues (estimated): $25/monthly

Amenities: Community pool, playgrounds, community 
garden

Nearby attractions: Cabela’s, Southpark Meadows 
shopping center

Property taxes:

Hays Co. ESD No. 2 0.0300
Hays Co. ESD No. 8 0.1000
Hays County 0.4252
Special Road District 0.0438
Hays CISD 1.4613
Sunfield MUD No. 1 0.9000
Austin Community College 0.0951

Total (per $100 value) $3.0554

Homes on the market (As of Oct. 1, 2013)

Featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (10/1/12–9/30/13)

No. of homes for sale 6

No. of homes under contract 4

Average days on the market 46

No. of homes sold 37

Square footage (low/high) 1,201 / 2,843

Selling price (low/high) $130,000 / $266,167

Goforth rd.
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2001
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,538 sq. ft.  $179,165
Agent: Matthew Menard  512-947-8787

483 Moonwalker Trail

4 Bedroom / 3 Bath 2,545 sq. ft.  $263,986
Agent: Pamela Buske  512-744-4554

150 Orchard Hill Trail

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,651 sq. ft.  $182,723
Agent: Pamela Buske  512-744-4554

299 Strawberry Blonde Drive

4 Bedroom / 3 Bath 2,043 sq. ft.  $196, 610
Agent: Matthew Menard  512-947-8787

127 Stella Gold St.
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Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency

78610 Cimarron Park 12510 Darryl Drive 2br/2ba $175,000 1,320 Yenis Schicht Keller Williams Realty

78610 Elliott Ranch 1413 Little Bear Road 4br/3ba $619,000 4,236 Kendred Manceaux Keller Williams Realty

78610 Garlic Creek 164 Clifton Moore St. 4br/3ba $335,000 3,604 Brandi Adkins RE/MAX 1

78610 Meadow Park 2121 Cambria 4br/2ba $229,900 2,842 Leslie Kasen J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78610 Meadow Park 2189 Livonia Drive 3br/2ba $189,990 1,632 Earl Price Team Price Real Estate

78610 Ruby Ranch 581 Ruby Ranch Road 4br/3ba $479,000 3,687 Orlando Solis Keller Williams Realty

78610 Ruby Ranch 801 Clark Cove 4br/4ba $575,000 5,575 Anita Howe Private Label Realty

78610 Southern Woods 1101 Southern Drive 5br/4ba $525,000 4,146 Vikki Goodwin Goodwin & Goodwin Real Estate

78610 Stonefield 193 Sandstone Trail 4br/2ba $229,000 2,903 Christine Rougeux ZipRealty

78610 Stoneridge 1141 Stone Rim Loop 4br/2ba $208,000 2,609 Aubrey Prosser-Shaw J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78610 Sunfield 127 Stella Gold St. 4br/3ba $196,610 2,043 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty

78610 Whispering Hollow 121 Wildcat Drive 3br/2ba $249,900 2,107 Mark Gram Classic Realty

78610 Whispering Hollow 381 Bayou Bend Drive 4br/2ba $238,400 2,148 Lori Huey Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78640 Amberwood 1212 Cherrywood 4br/2ba $149,900 1,604 Adrianne McEwen Keller Williams Realty

78640 Amberwood 296 S. Maplewood 4br/2ba $188,500 2,819 Elaine Brown Keller Williams Realty

78640 Brookside 156 Ferrule Drive 3br/2ba $137,900 1,340 Lisa Foerster Keller Williams Realty

78640 Dove Hollow Estates 225 Montague Drive 3br/2ba $139,000 1,440 Russell Colliau Keller Williams–Lake Travis

78640 Dove Hollow Estates 220 Montague Drive 3br/2ba $169,000 1,407 Clay Freeman Keller Williams Realty

78640 Four Seasons 479 Fall Circle 3br/2ba $162,500 1,763 John Lairsen Travis Real Estate

78640 Green Pastures 808 Green Pastures Drive 4br/3ba $146,000 3,063 Janice Shelby Atlas Realty

78640 Park South 105 Park South Drive 2br/2ba $104,990 960 Greg Young Keller Williams Realty

78640 Plum Creek 4359 Mather 4br/2ba $153,500 1,683 Clay Freeman Keller Williams Realty

78640 Plum Creek 430 Hogan 4br/2ba $148,900 1,630 James Chapa ZipRealty

78640 Plum Creek 4187 Mather 3br/2ba $158,500 1,450 Michael Harrell Keller Williams Realty

78640 Post Oak 196 Goddard 3br/2ba $136,900 1,125 Denise DeJardo ZipRealty

78640 Prairie on the Creek 211 Buttercup St. 3br/2ba $139,900 1,358 Linda King HomeCity Inc.

78640 Silverado at Plum Creek 127 Trinity Drive 3br/2ba $167,000 1,683 Karen Covey Goodwin Partners Inc.

78640 Southlake Ranch 173 Onyx Lake Drive 3br/2ba $147,500 1,425 Meredith Berry Stanberry & Associates

78640 Southlake Ranch 360 Lake Washington Drive 3br/2ba $161,900 2,042 Andy Allen Keller Williams Realty

78640 Spring Branch 346 Jim Miller Drive 3br/2ba $158,500 1,701 Sandra Alvarez Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78640 Steeplechase 150 Henke Cove 4br/2ba $145,000 1,705 Lori Huey Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78666 Holland Park 1406 Meadow Parkway 3br/2ba $169,900 2,252 Ron Brewer Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates 

78666 Hughson Heights 101 Algarita St. 4br/2ba $159,000 2,172 Thressa Skidmore Sky Realty Inc. 

78666 Kingswood 1908 Mulberry Court 3br/2ba $245,500 2,132 Team Mayhew-Benavides Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates 

78666 Laurel Estates 110 Suttles Ave. 5br/2ba $205,000 2,792 Pamela Faison Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate

78666 Oak Meadows 180 Oak Cove 3br/2ba $82,000 1,383 Stacy McFarland Broadhead Real Estate Solutions 

78666 Sendera 101 Autumn Cove 3br/2ba $194,000 1,603 Reagan Franco McNabb & Company Real Estate Services 

78666 Southridge Estates 748 Crest Circle Drive 3br/2ba $180,000 1,933 Hunter Brewton Team RE/MAX Hill Country 

78666 Sunset Acres 522 Lockwood 3br/2ba $119,000 1,275 Clara Brinkley Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates 

78666 The Ridge at Willow Creek 2400 Summit Ridge Drive 4br/3ba $469,900 3,628 Chris Secrest Pinnacle Properties–BMS 

78666 Willow Creek Estates 1133 Stagecoach Trail 4br/3ba $319,000 2,828 James Walker Keller Williams SW Market Center 

ZIP code guide
Buda 78610
Kyle 78640
San Marcos 78666

1101 Southern Drive

479 Fall Circle

2400 Summit Ridge Drive

127 Trinity Drive

REAL ESTATE

These residential real estate listings were added to the market between 07/01/13 and 10/09/13 for Buda and Kyle and on 10/10/13 for San Marcos. The listings were included and provided by the San Marcos Board of Realtors and the Austin Board of 
Realtors. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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• Fully-Equipped Clubhouse
• Sparkling Swimming Pool
• 24-Hour Fitness Facility
• Basketball Court  • Pet Friendly Community
• Children’s Playscape  • Large, Open Areas
• Picnic Gazebo  • Well-kept Landscaping

Saddlebrook is in the perfect location between San Antonio and Austin. 
We offer peaceful, country living right at the city's doorstep.



Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print


