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Developers race to build  
movie theaters in Kyle

Hays CISD officials acting to increase college readiness

Texas State University facility offers support 
and laboratory space for emerging businesses

STAR Park aims to spark tech growth in San Marcos

By Wes Ferguson
Open since November, Texas 

State University’s research and 
business development campus, 
STAR Park, is nearing capacity 
and preparing to expand on its 
38-acre site in San Marcos.

Executive Director Steve Fray-
ser said he envisions the Sci-
ence, Technology and Advanced 

Research Park as a catalyst where 
academic research and the pri-
vate sector can interact, sparking 
the development of a high-tech 
industry  in San Marcos and fur-
thering the university’s efforts to 
grow as a research institution.

“We’re part of the next gen-
eration of the economy,” Frayser 
said. “People will be able to drive 

By Brett Thorne
Hays CISD officials are trying 

to bolster their students’ readi-
ness for college, and they’ll have 
a partner when Austin Commu-
nity College opens its Kyle cam-
pus in January.

According to the most recent 
report from the Texas Education 
Agency, in the 2010–11 school 
year, the district’s students were 
4 to 5 percentage points behind 
the state average in each of the 
three college-readiness subject 
areas, which include math, Eng-
lish and a composite of the two.

The story has been similar 
with the district’s dual-credit 
program. However, accord-
ing to the TEA, between 2008 
and 2012, there was a 42 per-
cent increase in the number of 

by here in San Marcos and point 
to an area that’s got a congrega-
tion of tech-based companies 
who are creating things that solve 
problems and make life better for 
people.”

Expansion plans
Frayser said STAR Park 

will eventually fill up to about 
260,000 square feet of research 
and business space on Hunter 
Road at McCarty Lane. The 
park’s first building, STAR One, 
is a 20,000-square-foot struc-
ture featuring wet labs and clean 
space for businesses and students 
to work with polymers and nano-
materials. He said the park plans 
to add about 16,000 square feet of 
labs and research space in 2014.

“The market is good,” Frayser 
said. “We’re the only game in Cen-
tral Texas right now for chemical 
laboratory space. Nobody else has 
any that’s available for general use 
by companies.”

STAR Park’s first tenant, 
MicroPower Global, is work-
ing with Texas State profes-
sors and students to produce 

a semiconductor that converts 
heat into electricity. The com-
pany is seeking its first customers 
so it can ramp up test production 
at its labs in STAR One. 

“We’re ready to take the next 
step, and STAR One allows me to 
have the space and equipment to 
take our first pilot orders so we 
can start a revenue stream,” said 
Thomas Zirkle, MicroPower’s 
chief technology officer.

Zirkle said his company has 12 
full-time employees and interns 
in San Marcos and will add about 
25 positions within six months of 
beginning production.

Working with Texas State
Other STAR One tenants 

include a defense contractor and 
a nanotechnology company try-
ing to find an affordable way to 
create graphene, a type of graph-
ite so thin it only exists on a two-
dimensional plane.

The park provides the compa-
nies with laboratory and collabo-
ration space as well as resources 
such as Texas State’s Small STAR One, the first building at Texas State University’s STAR Park, opened in 

November. The building is an incubator for technology businesses.
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students completing dual-credit 
and advanced courses. Kim Pool, 
Hays CISD assistant superinten-
dent of curriculum and instruc-
tion, said participation will most 
likely increase when ACC opens 
in Kyle. 

“Having professors drive all 
the way over here for two days 
a week or three days a week was 
an issue,” Pool said. “But with 
the opening of ACC, we’re going 
to have a building full of profes-
sors now.”

Dual-credit and AP courses
Dual-credit and advanced-

placement courses allow stu-
dents to take college-level 
instruction in core academic 
areas such as English, history 

Percentage of high school 
students who completed 
AP or dual-credit courses

Source: texas 
Education agency
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At St. David’s South Austin Medical Center, we know that every second counts when a  
patient has a blocked artery. And that the time between when she arrives at our facility and when  
her blocked artery is opened is the most critical of all. We call it door-to-balloon time and while  

the ACC recommends 90 minutes or less, we average just 45 minutes. Cardiovascular disease is the  
#1 killer of women, regardless of race. That’s why we race to save their lives every day.

AN ARRIVAL-TO-TREATMENT TIME  

THAT’S 50%
BETTER THAN   

WHAT THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF CARDIOLOGY RECOMMENDS? 

IT WASN’T ABOUT SAVING TIME.

IT WAS ABOUT SAVING LIVES.

For a FREE physician referral, or to speak with a Registered Nurse  
about your health questions 24/7, please call (512) 478-3627 or (888) 868-2104.

©2012 St. David’s HealthCare. All rights reserved.southaustinmed.com
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San Marcos Area Chamber of Commerce and San Marcos Daily Record announce 

Earlier this year, the San Marcos Area Chamber of Commerce and the San Marcos Daily 
Record partnered once again on our program to recognize community and business 

professionals under 40. San Marcos Shining Stars Under 40 is a way to not only trumpet their 
accomplishments, but to also show the rest of Central Texas that San Marcos is a great place to 
live and work—whether starting a business, joining a company already here, becoming a public 

servant or just wanting to make a diff erence. We know that after two years of recognizing 
professionals in our community, there are some incredible stories of young professionals 
making a diff erence in San Marcos—and now we have our third class of Shining Stars! The 

following women and men are amazing individuals. Their contributions to their businesses, to 
the community and to their families is nothing short of amazing. All of them will be recognized 
at the Chamber’s Shining Stars Under 40 Recognition Breakfast on Thursday, September 5th 

at 7:30 a.m. at the City of San Marcos Conference Center at Embassy Suites.

There will be more when we get closer to the recognition date, 
but for now, join us in recognizing and congratulating these 

Shining Stars!
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CLIP THIS COUPON FOR

COMPLIMENTARY 
ADMISSION

to the Business Expo 
September 5, 2013 • 9am to 4pm

www.SanMarcosTexas.com/BusinessExpo

Tickets for the TXI sponsored breakfast are $25 per person and tables 
are available for $300 or sponsorships for $500 and are on sale now. 

Any of these can be purchased online by logging on to the Chamber’s 
website at www.sanmarcostexas.com or by calling 512-393-5900.
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 Mon-Fri 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.           
Sat/Sun 8 a.m. - Noon

1941 North IH35, Suite 101A
on the frontage road at Wonder World Drive 

512.353.6425                    
www.liveoakhealthpartners.com

                      Most Insu                      Most Insurance Accepted    Se Habla Espanol    ~

Walk right in.  
No appointment needed.  
Open late and weekends.
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Each month our writ-
ers produce stories that 
inform readers about 
established or newly 
opened businesses and 
their inner workings, 
but what about the 
businesses that are on 
the verge of greatness 
and not yet open to the 
public? 

The Science Tech-
nology and Advanced 

Research Park in San Marcos is an incubator for 
startup tech companies, yet few people fully under-
stand the complexities of what happens inside its 
walls. Editor Wes Ferguson’s front-page story swings 
open STAR Park’s doors and reveals the mission of 
this enigma.

When I read that National Nanomaterials, a STAR 
Park tenant, is working with graphite so thin that it is 
two-dimensional, it made sense to me why it is called 

STAR Park—this material is like something from a 
“Star Wars” film or quantum physics textbook.  

I am filled with excitement and optimism to know 
that we are not only recruiting companies to establish 
themselves in San Marcos, but also that Texas State 
has created a place to grow businesses from concept to 
reality. I think of all the possibilities and if we were to 
apply some of this space-age technology to the avia-
tion industry, for example—our municipal airport 
would truly take off, so to speak.

I encourage you to let your curiosity take you inside 
STAR Park and experience for yourself the innovation 
occurring in San Marcos. You just may happen upon 
a revolutionary technology in the development stages.

FROm THE GENERAl mANAGER

melissa nicewarner daly
general manager

mdaly@impactnews.com

Correction: Volume 3, issue 3
• on Page 23, in a story titled “rail line proposes 
stations in San marcos, Kyle,” an estimated 200,000 
riders per day use dallas area rapid transit.

ReAdeR cOmmenTS

Kyle City Council approves entertainment 
complex
www.impactnews.com/sbk

“It sounds nice. I just hope it doesn’t turn into a giant baby-
sitting complex.”

— rory

apartments sprouting up throughout San marcos
www.facebook.com/communityimpactsbk

“Way too many. It’s ridiculous, and a good 15 percent of 
them are empty.”

— Holly Van meter

Famed lockhart pitmaster plans San marcos 
location
www.facebook.com/communityimpactsbk

“Great news, but I’m not so sure about that location. If they 
would have gone to the old Breed Hardware it would have 
been a slam dunk!”

—Phil Hutchinson

COmmUNITy FEEDbACk
TAke THe pOll

How can Hays CISD ensure its  
graduates are ready for college?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/sbk-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

Advanced Mobility Systems of Texas
512-295-3800 | www.advancedmobility.net
239 Commercial Dr. | Buda, TX 78610 | 866-211-8267

Wheelchair Accessible Vans & Trucks
Wheelchair & Scooter Lifts

Transfer Seats & Hand Controls

lAST mOnTH’S pOll ReSulTS

How would you use a commuter rail line 
that joins San Marcos, Kyle and Buda  
with Austin and San Antonio?

results from an unscientific Web survey collected 7/15/13–8/1/13

  47% i would use it to get to work 
instead of sitting in traffic on i-35.

12% other

  27% i would use it for a night out in the big city.

  14% i would not use commuter rail. 

PubliSherS and FounderS

John and Jennifer Garrett
PubliSher - auSTin meTro

traci rodriguez
general manager

melissa nicewarner daly, mdaly@impactnews.com
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SNUGTOPS • TRAILERS
TRUCK ACCESSORIES • SHEDS

Stone’s 
Trailers

Proud Dealer of 
SnugTop for 

over 20 years!
2001 N. IH-35 | San Marcos, TX 78666 
M-F 9a.m. - 5p.m. | Sat. 9a.m. - 2p.m.512-353-8244 • StonesTrailers.com

Present this ad for a 
FREE spare tire 

when purchasing a trailer!
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Coupon must be present. Expires 9/18/13

Jump into our
SUMMER SAVINGS

HEADING SOUTH: Exit #207 at River Ridge Pkwy. 
HEADING NORTH: Exit #206 at Aquarena 

Springs, take turnaround at River Ridge Pkwy.Limited to a 15’ tire & wheel. Expires 9/18/13

features interior and exterior cleaning, 
detailing, leather treatment, engine 
cleaning and more. www.waterworks 
autospa.com

5  Owners Sophia Downing and 
Pryncess Carter opened T.N.T. Lounge, 
169 S. LBJ Drive, San Marcos, on July 
17. Downing and Carter created the 
business to be a safe place for teenagers 
to spend time. T.N.T. Lounge features 
karaoke, dancing, movies and seven 
different gaming consoles, including 
Xbox 360, Gamecube and Atari 
Flashback.

Coming Soon

6  Owner Sophia Downing will open 
Lil’ Bobcats Early Learning Center, 
501 Broadway St., San Marcos, in late 
August. The play-based child care center 
serves children ages 6 weeks to 5 years 
old. 512-804-6834

7  Franchise owner Lindsey Gentry will 
open Erbert and Gerbert’s Sandwich 
Shop, 214 N. LBJ Drive, San Marcos, 
in mid-September. The shop, which 
will be the company’s first location in 
Texas, sells sandwiches, soups, chips 
and desserts. The company also provides 
catering and delivery. 
www.erbertandgerberts.com 

8  Carlos Russo will open Aquabrew, 
150 S. LBJ Drive, San Marcos, in mid-
2014. The restaurant and brewpub 
will brew its own beer and feature a 
courtyard and upscale restaurant with 
a menu that Russo describes as South 
American–leaning.

9  Seton Healthcare and Post Acute 
Medical held a ground breaking July 15 
for the Warm Springs Rehabilitation 
Hospital of Kyle, 5980 Kyle Parkway, 
Kyle. The 54,000-square-foot facility 
will feature 40 private rooms and the 
latest in rehabilitation technology. The 
$16-million hospital is expected to open 
in June 2014. 512-504-5000.  
www.seton.net

Now Open

1  Corridor Caregivers, 2019 Clovis R. 
Barker Road, San Marcos, opened July 1. 
The licensed personal assistance service 
provides in-home care including help 
with meals, hygiene, housekeeping and 
transportation. The company accepts 
private pay, U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs insurance and long-term care 

insurance. 512-213-2537.  
www.corridorcaregivers.com 

2  Redbud Roasters opened at The 
Hitch: A Mobile Eatery, 312 E. Hopkins 
St., San Marcos on July 17. The food 
trailer offers hot and cold brewed coffee, 
baked goods and organic tamales.  
www.redbudroasters.com.  
Twitter: @redbudroasters

3  Owner Jordin Crump opened Barefoot 
Athletics, 700 N. LBJ Drive, Ste. 108, San 
Marcos, on July 16. The store sells Texas 
State University apparel and offers custom 
screen printing and embroidery. 512-392-
3986. www.barefootathletics.com.  
Twitter: @barefootsm

4  Water Works Auto Spa, 22287 
I-35, Kyle, opened July 17. The car wash 
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10  In July, Choice Hotels broke ground 
on a 72-room Comfort Inn & Suites, 1053 
Clovis Barker Road, San Marcos. The 
company has not set an expected opening 
date for the four-story, 47,262-square-foot 
property. www.choicehotels.com

11  Courtyard by Marriott, 625 
Commercial Loop, San Marcos, will 
open in July 2014. The four-story, 
56,000-square-foot hotel will feature 97 
rooms, a restaurant, pool, exercise room 
and more. www.marriott.com/courtyard

Relocations

12  Texas State Optical moved to 5401 
FM 1626, Ste. 110, Kyle, from its previous 
location in Kyle on July 10. The office 
provides adult and pediatric eye exams and 
sells prescription glasses and contacts.  
512-268-2020. www.kyleeyeclinic.com

School Notes

A seven-member delegation from San 
Marcos High School attended the 84th 
annual National League of United Latin 
American Citizens Convention and 
Exposition in June and brought home three 
awards. Incoming high school seniors Jon 
Delgado and Skyler Silva were awarded the 
Mr. LULAC and National Young Man of 
the Year awards, respectively. The group 
also received the National Scrapbook of 
the Year award for the second consecutive 
year. The conference was held June 17–22 
at Caesar’s Palace in Las Vegas.  
www.lulac.org/convention

On July 22, Texas State University 
announced that Denise T. Smart, the 
dean of the McCoy College of Business 
Administration, was named to the 
Association to Advance Collegiate 
Schools of Business International board 
of directors. Smart’s term will run 
through 2016. www.aacsb.edu

Anniversaries

13  Owner Nanette Patton celebrates 
the 21st anniversary of Creeds and 

Crests, 331 W. Hopkins St., San Marcos, 
in August. The shop provides original 
embroidery designs and monogramming 
and is licensed for Texas State University 
merchandising, as well as fraternity and 
sorority logos. 512-754-7222.  
www.creedsandcrestsgreek.com

14  Owner Elaine Stanfield celebrated 
the second anniversary of First Class 
Child Development Center, 1215 Old 
Black Colony Road, Buda, on Aug. 12. 
The business provides early childhood 
education for children ages 6 weeks  
to 5 years. 512-922-3418.  
www.firstclasscdc.com

15  Lutrick’s Florist, 101 Hall 
Professional Center, Ste. C, Kyle, 
celebrated its 10th anniversary on  
Aug. 1. Owners Margaret and Heather 
Lutrick offer full-service florist services 
and flower arrangements and can deliver 
upon request. 512-268-1512.  
www.lutricksflorist.com

16  San Marcos Hays County Emergency 
Medical Services, 2061 Clovis Barker 
Drive, Ste. 10-B, San Marcos, celebrated 
its 30th anniversary July 19. The nonprofit 
ambulance service responds to 11,000 
emergency and nonemergency requests 
annually with eight advanced life support 
vehicles. 512-353-5115. www.smhcems.com

17  Pedernales Electric Cooperative, 1810 
W. FM 150, Kyle, is celebrating its 75th 
anniversary in 2013. The cooperative was 
incorporated in May 1938 and received 
a $1.3 million federal loan to construct 
power lines in September 1938. The 
organization now provides electricity 
to 210,000 members in an area covering 
8,100 square miles, including Kyle and 
Buda. 512-262-2161. www.pec.coop. 
Twitter: @pedernalescoop

Expansions

18  Lawrence Radinsky opened a new 
location of Harper’s Fine Jewelry Inc. at 
309 N. Edward Gary St., San Marcos, on 
Aug. 10. The shop sells and repairs fine 

jewelry and buys and sells gold, silver 
and diamonds. 512-216-2913.  
www.harpersjewelry.com

Closings

19  Whataburger, 1004 Hwy. 123, San 
Marcos, is closing in 2014 to undergo 
renovations. The renovated restaurant 
will feature a larger dining area for 
customers and will reopen later in the 
year. 512-353-0567. www.whataburger.
com. Twitter: @whataburger

20  7-Eleven, 403 N. Guadalupe St.,  
Ste. 403, San Marcos, closed July 1. The 
store featured gasoline pumps, grocery 
items, food and baked goods delivered 
fresh daily. 972-828-7011.  
www.7-eleven.com. Twitter: @7eleven

In the News

21  Redbird Flight Simulations 
announced July 29 that it would begin 
refurbishing early to mid-1980s models 
of Cessna Skyhawk airplanes at Redbird 
Skyport, 2080 Airport Drive, San 
Marcos. The rehabbed planes will be 
used in Redbird’s flight training program 
and sold to other flight schools around 
the country. The rehabbed planes will 
include a new avionics system, interior 
and engine. The planes are expected to 
be deliverable in the second quarter of 
2014.  512-878-6670.  
www.redbirdskyport.com.
Twitter: @rbskyport

Community Service

Employees of the Pedernales Electric 
Cooperative donated more than 5 tons 
of food to Central Texas food banks, 
including the Hays County Food Bank, 
during the month of July. The company 
also donated more than $1,100 in cash, 
checks and grocery gift cards. The 
donations will be enough to provide 10,000 
meals for families. The company provides 
energy services to more than 210,000 
customers in Central Texas.  
512-262-2161. www.pec.coop. news or questions about San marcos, Buda or Kyle? 

E-mail sbknews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Brett Thorne

Owner Jordin Crump will hold a grand opening 
Aug. 30 for Barefoot Athletics in San Marcos.

3

Dr. Andrew Warren relocated Texas State Optical 
to 5401 FM 1626, Ste. 110, Kyle, on July 10.

12

Owner Nanette Patton (center) celebrated 21 years 
of business at Creeds and Crests on Aug. 1.

13

Margaret Lutrick (left) celebrated Lutrick’s Flo-
rist’s 10th year in business Aug. 1 in Kyle.

15
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CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065
2013 Volvo 
S60 T5 FWD
$279mo 2

Pay Nothing for 3 Months when
you buy or lease any 2013 Volvo

2014 Legacy 2.5i 6MT 
Premium Sedan
$199mo 1

Zero Down Payment!

2013 Audi A4 2.0T 
Premium Plus 
FWD multitronic 
$379mo3

Qualifi ed A4 customers save an additional $1,000 
with the Audi Owner Loyalty or Conquest Programs.

2012 Panamera 
4 Demo
$79,9994

1 - Subaru - Model EAA. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may aff ect fi nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $199, fi nal pymt / residual = $11,794. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $21,444. Stk# Z8711  Exp 9/1/2013  2 - Volvo - Excludes $895 destination charge Lease the FWD now for: $279 per month for 24 months with 
$2379 cash due at signing. This lease off er is available until July 31, 2013 through Volvo Car Financial Services. Complimentary Factory Scheduled Maintenance. The purchase or lease of a Volvo includes complimentary Factory Scheduled Maintenance for the fi rst three years, for services up to 36,000 miles (10K, 20K and 30K). It’s Volvo’s way of helping to ensure that critical maintenance needs are taken care of right from the start.  *No security deposit 
required. Monthly payment of $279, based on $32,795 MSRP of 2013 S60 T5 FWD, includes destination charge.  Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile. Take new retail delivery from retailer stock between July 2, 2013 and July 31, 2013.  Car shown with optional equipment. Advertised lease payment and fi nancing excludes taxes, title, and regis. fees. The value of the fi rst 3 monthly payments up to 
a maximum total amount of $1,350 will be credited to your account upon opening.  On lease agreements this value will include a noncash credit equal to your fi rst monthly lease payment due at signing.  Please contact your participating retailer for further details.  Off er available on any new 2013 Volvo through Volvo Car Financial Services for qualifi ed customers. 3 - Audi - 42 mo. closed-end leases off ered to qualifi ed customers by Audi Financial 
Services. A4 Stk# D0515 based on MSRP $38,420 with Premium Plus, Fine grain ash and metallic paint. $2,999 down + $695 acquisition fee + $379 fi rst mo payment + $0 security deposit = $4,073 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $18,442. 42 monthly payments of $379. Advertised off ers require dealer contribution; fi nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and 
may have some fi nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will aff ect lease price. Pictures shown with optional equipment for illustration only. Off ers expire 9-3-13.  4 - Porsche - Limited inventory.  Call for available vehicles.  Exp 7/31/13

Hays County, San Marcos partner on FM 110
By Wes Ferguson

Hays County commissioners 
expect to find out in late August 
whether the county will receive 
a $48 million loan to fund con-
struction of the long-awaited 
San Marcos loop.

In the planning stages for 
more than three decades,  
FM 110 will travel 11.25 miles 
along the eastern edge of San 
Marcos and Hays County, con-
necting I-35 at McCarty Lane 
on the south side of the city 
with Yarrington Road where it 
crosses I-35 on the city’s north-
ern end. 

About 2.2 miles of FM 110 
at its southernmost end are 
already built or under construc-
tion. Hays County Precinct 1 
Commissioner Debbie Gonzales 
Ingalsbe said the remainder of 
the project could begin in sum-
mer 2014, and the entire loop is 
expected to open by late 2015 or 
early 2016.

“The city of San Marcos is 
encouraging growth to the 

eastern side of I-35, and this 
project will really open up that 
side of the county and city to 
provide great economic devel-
opment opportunities for us,” 
she said.

More importantly, Ingalsbe 
added, FM 110 will provide a 
safe alternative for drivers who 
are passing through San Marcos 
on their way to SH 130, I-10 or 
local destinations such as the 
outlet malls and San Marcos 
Municipal Airport.

“Once we get the entire loop 
constructed, it will take traffic 
off I-35 to reduce congestion 
and give us the connectivity we 
need,” she said.

Ingalsbe said she expects the 
Texas Department of Transporta-
tion’s governing board, the Texas 
Transportation Commission, to 
decide whether to issue the loan 
at its meeting Aug. 29. The  
$48 million will pay for construc-
tion costs, and Hays County will 
pay an additional $12 million  
for right of way acquisition  

and planning expenses.

Paying back the loan
To repay the loan from 

TxDOT, Hays County and the 
city of San Marcos are studying 
whether to each create trans-
portation reinvestment zones 
along FM 110.

A TRZ is a funding mecha-
nism the state Legislature 
created in 2007. It does not raise 
tax rates. Instead it would allow 
the city and county to repay the 
loan using new property tax 
revenue generated by economic 
growth in the project area.

For example, if property val-
ues along FM 110 increase by  
5 percent, Hays County’s tax 
revenue will increase by nearly 
$34 million over the next 25 
years, according to a recent 
study commissioned by the city 
and county. 

Under the same scenario,  
the city of San Marcos’ property 
tax revenue would increase by  
$71.3 million in the project area.

TRANSPORTATION

By early 2014, Hays County expects to finish a $15 million project to build a section 
of FM 110 linking McCarty Lane to Hwy. 123.
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Hays County and the city of 
San Marcos are tentatively plan-
ning to commit 50 percent of 
the new tax revenue within each 
of their TRZ areas to pay for the 
FM 110 project. Once the debt 
has been repaid, the city and 
county can terminate the TRZs 
and reap all the new revenue.

“FM 110 is going to be a pow-
erhouse on the east side,” City 
Manager Jim Nuse said. “Even 
though we’re sharing some of 
the [tax revenue], we will be 
gaining income, too. It will cre-
ate opportunities for rooftops, 

and it will create opportunities 
for sales tax.”

In September, the City Coun-
cil and Commissioners Court 
will hold public hearings, vote 
whether to form the TRZs and 
determine what percentage of 
future tax revenue to contribute.

In 2010, the city of San 
Marcos built the first 1.2 miles 
of FM 110 when it widened 
McCarty Lane from I-35 to the 
Old Bastrop Highway. Hays 
County is currently extending 
the thoroughfare an additional 
mile to connect with Hwy. 123.
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Hays county is seeking funds to build the first phase of the Fm 110 loop from Hwy. 123 to Yarrington road. the initial phase includes 
purchasing right of way and building an 11.25-mile, two-lane thoroughfare. construction is planned to begin in summer 2014. “i think 
we can move pretty quickly, and there would be a pretty quick construction turnaround,” Hays county Precinct 1 commissioner debbie 
Gonzales ingalsbe said. a schedule for the second phase has not been determined, but it would add another two lanes to the loop.

The FM 110 loop would 
bypass I-35 through  
most of San Marcos

Source: txdot

220 ft.
110 ft. 110 ft.

44 ft.

12 ft.
lane

12 ft.
lane

10 ft.10 ft.

220 ft.
110 ft.

Existing, under 
construction

Proposed 
loop

110 ft.

44 ft.

12 ft.
lane

12 ft.
lane

12 ft.
lane

12 ft.
lane

10 ft. 10 ft.

44 ft.

PHASE 1 oF propoSed loop

PHASE 2 oF propoSed loop
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kylE City Council voted July 16 
to rezone 7.6 acres of land along the 
I-35 access road near the Amberwood 
subdivision to allow for multifamily 
housing. Charles Teeple, who owns the 
land, said he plans to build a 160-unit 
luxury apartment complex on the site.

The issue raised questions among 
Amberwood residents about property 
values, water pressure and traffic.

District 1 Councilwoman Diane 
Hervol, who also serves on the Amber-
wood Homeowners Association, hosted 
a meeting in July with the developers 
and residents of the neighborhood.

“When we first started, the whole 
room was up and had a lot of questions 
and a lot of concerns,” Hervol said of 
the meeting. “At the end, they realized 
that something is going to go [on that 
land]. … They were amicable.”

Hervol said that although the con-
cerns of many residents were put to 
rest during the meeting, there were 

some who continued to voice concerns 
over water issues.

The area is served by Monarch Utili-
ties, an investor-owned water utility. 
Teeple said Monarch officials have 
assured him the system has enough 
water and pressure to support the 
complex.

Kyle crossing

area rezoned by 
city of Kyle for 
new apartment 

complex
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CITy & COuNTy
News from San Marcos, Kyle and Hays County Compiled by Wes Ferguson, Brett Thorne, Melanie Dutschke and Alex Pernice

County implementing 
conservation program
HAyS COUNTy On July 9, the Com-
missioners Court unanimously agreed to 
implement a regional habitat conserva-
tion plan.

The plan aims to conserve 10,000 to 
15,000 acres of Hays County open space 
while also streamlining the process of 
gaining federal approval for development 
projects.

Under the plan, which brings Hays 
County into compliance with the federal 
Endangered Species Act, the county will 
acquire acreage that is home to a pair of 
federally protected songbirds, the golden-
cheeked warbler and black-capped vireo.

In addition, the county will sell 
$7,500-per-acre mitigation credits to 
private developers who wish to build in 
sensitive areas. Hays County will also be 
able to use the credits for public projects 
such as road construction.

City Council clears way for luxury apartments

Hays County’s conservation plan aims to protect 
the golden-cheeked warbler.
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City considers downtown transportation changes

Kyle Fire Department welcomes new chief

SAN mARCOS City officials are taking the 
first steps in a process to overhaul transporta-
tion and parking in the downtown area.

At a joint workshop July 25, members of 
City Council and the San Marcos Planning 
and Zoning Commission discussed whether 
LBJ Drive and Guadalupe Street—both one-
way thoroughfares—should be reconfigured 
to allow two-way traffic.

“We can do either one. It’s not a matter 
of whether or not it will work,” said Abby 
Gillfillan, the city’s permit manager. “It’s a 
matter of getting a decision made one way 
or the other and moving forward to improve 
roadways throughout the city.”

kylE On Aug. 5, Kyle Taylor took over 
as chief of the Kyle Fire Department after 
a search process that began when former 
Fire Chief Glenn Whitaker resigned in 
February. Taylor previously served as 
battalion chief for North Hays County 
Fire Rescue in Dripping Springs.

Beth Smith, president of Emergency 

Services District No. 5, which oversees 
the Kyle Fire Department, said Taylor 
was the unanimous first choice of the 
ESD board and interview panel.

“We went through a pretty extensive 
process, and he just seemed to stand 
out above everyone when it came to the 
interview panel,” Smith said.

Buda City Council
121 Main St. | 512-312-0084
www.ci.buda.tx.us
Meets at 7 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month

Kyle City Council
100 W. Center St. | 512-262-1010
www.cityofkyle.com
Meets at 7 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month 
Live webcasts of meetings:
www.ustream.tv/channel/kyle-city-council

San Marcos City Council
630 E. Hopkins St. | 512-393-8000
www.sanmarcostx.gov
Meets at 6 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month
Live webcasts of meetings:  
www.ci.san-marcos.tx.us/videos 

Hays County
111 E. San Antonio St., San Marcos
512-393-2205 | www.co.hays.tx.us
Meets at 9 a.m. each Tuesday
Live webcasts of meetings: 
www.co.hays.tx.us/commcourtlive

Tweetings
For instant coverage  
of these meetings,  
follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_sbk

TweetingsMeetings
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San Marcos downtown parking initiative area
map not to scale

Source: Kimley-Horn 
and associates inc.

a proposal would convert one-way thoroughfares 
Guadalupe Street and LBJ drive to two-way traffic.

Keeping one-way streets would be more 
affordable and offer more opportunities for 
sidewalks and bike lanes, Gillfillan said. Two-
way streets offer better access to downtown 
business, slow traffic, are safer for pedestrians 
and are more intuitive for visitors, she added.

Council members said they preferred a 
switch to two-way traffic for LBJ Drive and 
Guadalupe Street because two-way traf-
fic would help deliver visitors and shop-
pers downtown rather than ushering them 
through the area.

City staff members are also considering 
a downtown parking management district 
that could lead to parking meters and new 
short- and long-term parking spaces. Council 
members said they would seek public input 
for the changes at a future council meeting.

City of Buda*
121 main St.

august
28 ............................................... public hearing

September
3 .................................................. public hearing 
16 ........................  First vote to adopt budget
20 .................. Second vote to adopt budget

City of Kyle
100 W. center St.

august
21 ............................................... public hearing
27 ............................................... public hearing

September
3 ............................ First vote to adopt budget
4 ..................... Second vote to adopt budget

City of San Marcos
630 E. Hopkins St.

august
20 ...............................................  public hearing

September
3 .................................................. public hearing, 

first vote to adopt budget
17 .................. Second vote to adopt budget

Hays County
111 E. San antonio St., San marcos

September
3 .................................................. public hearing, 

first vote to adopt budget
17 .................. Second vote to adopt budget

Public hearings for 
budgets, tax rates

* dates are tentative

Source: city of Kyle
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Proud SuPPorterS

of Education

COMPLIMENTARY ON-SITE DESIGN SERVICE 
WITH PURCHASE OF $1000 OR MORE

15% OFF ANY PURCHASE
CANNOT BE COMBINED. ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER. EXP 9-18-13.

COME EXPERIENCE 
PALAZZO REALE

stylish furniture at affordable prices

2521 S. IH-35 FRONTAGE RD., SAN MARCOS, TX
EXIT 201, NORTH OF OUTLET MALLS

WWW.PALZZ.NET

512-396-8736 | 101 E. Hopkins Street | San Marcos, Texas | CentralTXBallet.com
Monday - Friday 12PM-9PM, Saturday 9AM-12PM, Sunday Closed

First Class FREE Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
One per customer. Expires 9-18-13.

Ballet • Pointe • Tap • Jazz • Contemporary • Mommy, Daddy & Me

CLASSES START AUGUST 26 | AGES 18 MO. & UP

Central Texas Ballet Conservatory
Discipline. Harmony. Perseverance.

690 Centerpoint Road • San Marcos, TX 78666
Hours: Monday – Saturday 10am – 6:30pm • 512-392-8967

www.TwoPsBoutique.com

$15 OFF a $50 or more purchase! 
*Coupon must be present. Not valid with any other off er or special. 

All sales are fi nal with use of this coupon. Expires 9-18-13

us on facebook for updates on special events and savings!
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Colleges aiming to attract students 
beyond traditional undergraduates
By Emilie Boenig 

Recent high school graduates planning 
to live on college campuses this fall will be 
among the minority in their undergradu-
ate classes, according to a report by the 
American Council on Education. Nontra-
ditional students—transfer, part-time and 
commuter students, as well as working 
adults—now represent 85 percent of all 
undergraduate students in the U.S., accord-
ing to the report published in January.

Colleges and universities in Central 
Texas pay attention to these trends and aim 
to meet the rising demands for more part-
time, evening and online coursework, said 
Michael Acosta, director of admissions at 
St. Edward’s University in Austin.

“Universities will always have a struc-
ture for undergraduate freshmen who are 
coming in from high school and want that 
four-year, on-campus experience,” Acosta 
said. “But there’s still a segment of society 
that because of their life circumstances, 
they were unable to complete their degree. 
Because they have jobs, careers and other 
obligations, they’re looking for an institu-
tion that’s willing to do whatever it needs 
to do to help them graduate.”

Traits of nontraditional students
Though vastly diverse as a group, nontra-

ditional students share basic commonali-
ties, according to ACE. Typically they are 
wage-earners who pursue knowledge, skills 
and credentials that will be easily recog-
nized and for which they will be compen-
sated by employers.

Nontraditional, sometimes called 
post-traditional students, often begin 
as undergraduates directly after high 
school, said Mike Midgley, vice president 
of instruction at Austin Community 
College. The district had an enrollment of 
about 43,000 in fall 2012 with an average 

student age of 25, he said.
“What we tend to see with a lot of stu-

dents who are coming back is they are com-
mitted to the program because they have 
made a conscious decision that this is what 
they want and need to do. For them, it’s a 
direct pathway to something better,” Midg-
ley said. “It’s different for them compared 
to the direct-from-high school student who 
may still be figuring out what they want 
to do. These returning students were those 
students back when they were 19, but now 
they have had some life experiences.”

Texas State University students
In San Marcos, Texas State University’s 

Non-Traditional Student Organization 
provides a campus connection for students 
who don’t fit the mold of a typical college 
student, said Diane Welsh, the group’s vice 
president.

The group’s 75 members include older 
students, military veterans and people who 
are well into full-time careers, she said.

“There is such a difference between the 
older student who is fitting school into 
their life, rather than the student [for 
whom college] is their life,” said Welsh, a 
57-year-old junior majoring in accounting.

Welsh said the organization provides net-
working and volunteer opportunities, study 
groups, family-friendly social opportunities 
and involvement in campuswide events.

“It just helps mentally that you’re part of 
a group,” she said.

Emerging programs
The programs that are at capacity at 

ACC include applied technology fields 
such as automotive, welding and HVAC 
repair; criminal justice; and nursing, 
Midgley said. ACC’s nursing program grew 
72 percent between 2008 and 2012.

The Texas State University Round 

Texas
higher education

2011–12

Two-year Four-year
PuBLic coLLEGE PuBLic coLLEGE

$6,742$1,585

20: 1 22: 133,715 26,138

Average annual tuition* Average annual tuition* 

Student-faculty ratio Student-faculty ratio

faculty members

On average, a full-time student needs five years and 142 credit hours 
to complete a bachelor’s degree that requires four years and 120 credit hours.

faculty members

22%
of students 
are enrolled 
part-time

72%
of students 
are enrolled 
part-time

*tuition costs are based on 30 credit hours during two semesters.  
Sources: 2013 Texas Public Higher Education Almanac, american council on Education

Rock campus’s nursing program has also 
emerged as a popular program, Direc-
tor Edna Rehbein said. The campus, an 
extension of Texas State University in San 
Marcos, held its first classes in portable 
buildings in 1996 and offered master’s 
degrees in education and business.

She said the campus added more under-
graduate classes over time with a strong 

need for nurses surfacing around 2008.   
“It seemed like the whole U.S. was 

talking about a shortage of nurses at that 
time. So we worked with the community 
colleges and the Legislature to start the 
nursing program up here,” Rehbein said. 
“That was a direct result of the needs of the 
area, and the nursing program is continu-
ing to grow.”

Texas State University
Tuition and fees: $677.63 per semester hour (2013–14)  
Fall 2012 enrollment: 34,225
Percent of students accepted, fall 2012: 57.6 percent
Most popular programs: curriculum and instruction, health and human performance, 
journalism and mass communication, psychology, art and design 
Length of programs: Four years
Prerequisites needed: Sat—1500; act—18 English, 21 reading, 22 mathematics and 
24 Science
601 university drive, San marcos. www.txstate.edu. twitter: @txst

Austin Community College
Tuition, per credit hour: $62 (2012–13), $67 (2013–14)  
Fall 2012 enrollment: 43,000 credit students
Percent/number of students accepted each year: acc has an open-door admissions 
policy, meaning everyone who meets eligibility criteria is encouraged to enroll.
Top intended majors, fall 2012: General studies, nursing, business administration, 
general studies in science, engineering
Time required to complete degrees/certificates: Less than one year to two years
Prerequisites needed: n/a
nine campuses throughout central texas; Hays campus opens in spring 2014 in Kyle
www.austin.cc.edu/apply. twitter: @accdistrict

RV Sales, Service & Parts

The more you know about RVs... the better we look!

1-800-781-7848 • 15855 S. IH-35, Exit #220 • Buda, Texas 78610 • CamperClinic2.com

2013 Keystone Montana 
Big Sky Package

MONTANA 
#1 Selling 

5th Wheel 

in the U.S.!

BUY NOW! 
RV Camping Memories 

Last a Lifetime! 

$43,687
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By Brett Thorne 
Nancy Nusbaum, Texas 

State University’s associate vice 
president of finance and support 
services, has called the past seven 
years “one of the more aggressive 
construction campaigns in the his-
tory of the university.” 

That campaign has included the 
addition of 874 parking spaces, 
more than 600 beds for students 
and more than $190 million of new 
or renovated buildings. Future con-
struction plans include a renovation 
of Jones Dining Hall, construction 
of a new engineering building, a 
new performing arts center and 
new power plants. 

Funding for the engineering 
building is dependent upon the 
passage of a tuition revenue bond 
bill in the Texas Legislature, 
which Gov. Rick Perry called back 
for a third special session July 31.  
If a bond bill is not passed,  
Nusbaum said the university  
will see what other funding 
options are available. 

Enrollment and academic growth fuel Texas State campus construction
New technology programs

the university is planning to construct a 
$93 million engineering building to keep up 
with growth in that area of study. 

“the rest of the plan is driven by academic 
planning, such as where are we adding new 
degree programs? that’s why engineering is 
so high for us, because we have continued 
interest in our programs there, plus we would 
like to add a couple of new engineering 
degrees,” nusbaum said.

Increasing enrollment

texas State is gearing up for record 
freshman enrollment in the fall 2013 
semester. 

“We’re expecting a freshman class of over 
5,000 this year,” said nancy nusbaum, 
associate vice president of finance and 
support services. “as our freshman 
class continues to grow, we have plans 
to continue to add housing because it’s 
important to us to have our freshman living 
on campus for retention purposes.”

Growing energy needs

in 2012, texas State was designated an 
emerging research institution by the texas 
Higher Education coordinating Board. this 
classification allows the university to obtain 
additional funds from the state.

“the research designation is also impacting 
the amount of utility and infrastructure 
projects we have going on because we 
need to have redundancy and reliability 
with electricity because you can’t have all 
this research going on and keep having 
power failures, so that’s driving some of our 
projects as well,” nusbaum said. 

1,500 
homes for  

about one year  

300,000  
 60-watt lightbulbs  
for about one year

Students living on campus

Students living off campus

37 percent
growth of enrollment at the ingram School  

of Engineering from 2009 to 2012

18 megawatts 
produced every day from the 
cogeneration Plant gas turbines

is the equivalent of powering...

or538
Fall 2010

576  
Fall 2011

607  
Fall 2012

442  
Fall 2009

of freshmen living on campus 
in fall 2010 returned in fall 201179%

of freshmen living off campus  
in fall 2010 returned in fall 201172%

Source: texas State university
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TexAS STATe unIVeRSITy

map not to scale

Completed master plan building  
and renovation projects

Master plan building and renovation 
projects in progress

Proposed master plan building  
and renovation projects

Completed master plan 
greenscape projects

Master plan greenscape 
projects in progress

Proposed master plan 
greenscape projects

Residence life housing - West Campus

Cost: $60.5 million
 
construction is underway on the university’s next housing 
complex. The building, which is on the site of the old 
university performing Arts center, will hold 578 beds as well 
as meeting rooms, offices, group study rooms and lounges. 
The project is expected to open for occupancy in fall 2014.

Engineering and science building

Cost: $93 million
 
The new building will contain labs, classrooms, offices, conference 
rooms and more to house the university’s growing engineering program. 
The university submitted a request to the Texas legislature for funding 
through tuition revenue bonds. If the legislature does not approve a 
tuition revenue bond bill, Texas State officials have said they will examine 
alternative funding sources.

Performing arts center

Cost: $83.2 million

The university’s new 62,000-square-foot performing arts 
center will feature a 300-seat recital hall and a 400-seat 
theater center. The project also includes a new chill plant, a 
455-car garage and improvements to edward gary, woods 
and moon streets. university officials expect the project to 
be completed in december.

Cogeneration Plant gas turbines

Cost: $45 million
 
when the plant is completed, it will be capable of 
producing 18 megawatts of power and recouping heat 
waste for the production of steam and chilled water.  
This project will shore up the campus’s power infrastruc-
ture, which has been stressed by the university’s increas-
ing enrollment and power-intensive research.
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512-396-5466
CITY PARK

San Marcos, Texas
Monday to Sunday 10am-7pm
www.tubesanmarcos.com

lets go tubing!!

E. Hopkins St.

Charles Austin St.

Aq

uarena Springs D
r.

The San Marcos River is one of the most loved family recreation areas for several reasons. 
The constant 72 degree water comes from the beautiful, natural Aquarena Springs and helps 

create the relaxing atmosphere and gorgeous scenery. The river creates an environment 
harmonizing nature and families. The river chute at Rio Vista Dam has been revitalized to 

repair the dam naturally by creating new rapids that blend environment with refreshing fun!
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impactnews.com

Free in print. Free online.
No subscription. No paywall.

100 %
FREE

Your source for local community news 
and information. And, as always, it’s...

We would like to welcome Dr. Lewitton 
to the Kyle Community!

Dr. Lewitton has been providing general and interventional cardiology 
care in Central Texas for 4 years.  He is excited about the opportunity 

to have a presence in Kyle, and looks forward to helping the Kyle 
community with its interventional cardiology needs. 

EDUCATION
Medical School: University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center

Residency in Internal Medicine: 
University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, Parkland Hospital

Fellowship in Cardiovascular Diseases: 
New York University Medical Center

Fellowship in Interventional Cardiology: 
Weill Cornell University Medical Center

BOARD CERTIFICATIONS
Interventional Cardiology and Internal Medicine

Steve Lewitton, M.D.
512-807-3140
125 Bunton Creek Rd., Suite 300
Kyle, Texas 78640

Pradeep S. Mohan, M.D.

512.353.6444   
www.liveoakaesthetics.com

1305 Wonder World Drive in San Marcos

Dr. Mohan is a Plastic and Reconstruc-
tive Surgeon.  He completed a General 
Surgery Residency and is also fellowship 
trained in Hand and Reconstructive 
Microsurgery. He is Board Certified by 
the American Board of Plastic Surgery. 

SURGICAL PROCEDURES

l Breast augmentation, lift, reduction 
l Tummy tuck
l Liposuction/liposculpture
l Arm lift, eye lift, face lift, nose shaping, 
     brow lift, thigh lift
l Post-bariatric surgery
l Reconstruction including breast, upper 
     and lower extremity, facial and wound
l Hand and wrist surgery
l Compression neuropathies
l Botox  , facial filler

AT LIVE OAK HEALTH PARTNERS

R

Because Confidence is Beautiful.
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AuSTIn cOmmunITy cOllege

ACC Hays aims to address region’s 
education needs with Kyle campus
By Brett Thorne

Construction of Austin Community Col-
lege’s campus in Kyle is nearly 75 percent 
complete, and the campus is on track to 
begin offering classes in January. 

Construction on the campus began in 
2012 after a yearlong legal battle over the 
legality of the annexation process ended.

Mike Midgely, ACC vice president of 
instruction, said the campus will have a 
broad selection of course offerings. As 
enrollment increases, the campus will 
begin to focus on specializations in vari-
ous areas.

“The anchor programs for this particular 
campus would be that we’re doing all these 
general education and core curriculum. 
We’re going to have business courses, we’re 
having robust computer networking, infor-
mation and security courses,” Midgely said.

ACC has partnered with Texas State 
University and The University of Texas on 
co-enrollment programs that will allow 
students to take core classes at the commu-
nity college and transfer to one of the uni-
versities to obtain their bachelor’s degree.

Under the partnership with Texas State, 
ACC students who maintain a 2.25 grade-
point average while at the community col-
lege will be guaranteed acceptance to most 
of Texas State’s bachelor’s degree programs.  

The community college will also be 
working with Hays CISD to bring training 
for skilled trades to the county. Midgely 
said ACC typically provides training for 
automotive technnology, welding, con-
struction and heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning systems.

For residents of the ACC taxing district, 
tuition and fees will be $83 per credit hour 

Comparing tuition for two years,  
or 60 credit hours

In-district vs. out-of-district 
tuition and fees for ACC

College tuition comparison

Savings on college tuition

*For in-district students 
Sources: texas Higher Education  

coordinating Board, college for all texans 
(2013-14 costs for all institutions)

Texas A&m university
Texas State university

university of Texas

Average private university

Austin community college*

per course  
- 3 hours -

One year  
- 30 hours - 

$249

$786

$537

$2,490

$7,860

$5,370

In-district

Tuition, fees

Difference

Out-of-district

as opposed to $262 per credit hour for 
nonresidents.

Midgely said in addition to more 
affordable tuition, the workforce training 
offered through the college would increase 
incomes in the area and create economic 
development opportunities.

“One of the things companies will ask 
very early on is, ‘What kind of post-second-
ary opportunities are there?’” Midgely said. 
“What sort of training opportunities will 
there be for my employees?’ What they look 
for generally is a community college system 
within your community.”

Diana Blank, director of the economic 
development office for the city of Kyle, said 
community colleges such as ACC have an 
advantage over larger universities such as 
Texas State and UT in that they have the 
ability to tailor their curriculum to the 
communities they serve.

“Having a local university, but more spe-
cifically a community college that can focus 
on workforce training like what [ACC 
does], is a tremendous asset for a commu-
nity, and it helps not only with recruitment 
but with retention,” Blank said.
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Business Development Center 
and the Office of Commercializa-
tion and Industrial Relations. In 
return, the businesses must pay 
rent and maintain a connection 
to Texas State, whether by hiring 
students as interns or licensing 
the rights to discoveries or inven-
tions created on campus.

Many research universities 
train doctoral students for aca-
demic careers, Frayser said, but 80 
percent of those students eventu-
ally find jobs in industry. Frayser 

STAR
Continued from | 1

said STAR Park will prepare them 
for careers in industry.

“If we’re really successful with 
this program, we’re going to have 
a national model of turning out 
people who either decide to start 
their own companies, or they’re 
going to go into industry and ... 
already have a mindset that, ‘I’m 
here to make important contri-
butions, but I also understand 
the context by which I do that,’” 
Frayser said. “The 20 percent who 
stay on in academia will bring 
an understanding of not just the 
theory behind the science but 
the real application of the science 

STAR Park

Hun
te

r r
d.

3055 Hunter road, San marcos
512-245-7827
www.txstate.edu/starpark

m
ccarty Ln.

STAR Park to host 
symposium Sept. 5
texas State university's 
Star Park and the Greater 
San marcos Partnership are 
holding a symposium to focus 
on the park's role in facilitating 
technology, research and 
industry. u.S. rep. Lamar 
Smith, r-San antonio, the 
chairman of the congressional 
committee on Science, Space 
and technology, delivers the 
keynote address. tours of 
Star one, Star Park’s first 
facility, follow the symposium. 
8 a.m.–1:15 p.m. $75. 
Embassy Suites Hotel, Spa & 
conference center, 1001 E. 
mccarty Lane, San marcos. 
512-393-3400. 
www.greatersanmarcostx.com 

they experienced.”
Aruna Dedigama was a post-

doctoral student at Texas State 
when MicroPower Global hired 
him in February as a senior staff 
engineer. Now he works at the 
company’s STAR One lab build-
ing machines that grow crystals 
for use as semiconductors.

“Most universities purely focus 
on academic affairs and scientific 
stuff like finding new research, but 
this program is a little bit different 
because it is specifically built for 
industrial purposes,” Dedigama 
said. “It was really, really easy for 
me to move from academic to 
industrial environments.”

Growing companies
Texas State, the city of San Marcos 

and the federal Economic Develop-
ment Administration funded the $7 
million development of STAR One. 
The park’s day-to-day operations 
are paid for by a combination of 
tenant fees and university funding.

The companies at STAR Park 
sign one-month leases and can 
remain at the park until they out-
grow the facilities, go public, are 
acquired by a larger company or 
fail to hit milestones established 
by their lease agreements.

Eventually, Frayser said, STAR 

Park will draw private investment 
that helps secure Texas State’s 
financial future—and reduces the 
need for tuition increases—amid 
cuts to state and federal funding.

“If we don’t become more rel-
evant to industry in a meaningful 
way, then our future is fairly con-
strained,” he said. “That’s where 
our growth opportunity is.”

Job creation goal
U.S. Rep. Lamar Smith, R-San 

Antonio, the chairman of the 
House Committee on Science, 
Space and Technology, said STAR 
Park will attract researchers and 
businesses from throughout Texas, 
fostering scientific discoveries and 
technological developments that 
will ultimately lead to job creation.

“It provides an area where uni-
versity and private-sector special-
ists can come together to develop 
new technologies and innova-
tive ideas,” Smith said in a pre-
pared statement. “STAR Park is 
an investment for the college and 
community that will be paying 
back significant dividends for gen-
erations to come.”

1,250 incubators  
in the united States

Business incubators nationwide
Star Park is new 
to San marcos, but 
business incubators 
have been operating 
since the late 1950s. 
central texas 
is home to the 
austin technology 
incubator and 
texas Life-Sciences 
collaboration center 
in Georgetown. 
there is room for all 
three because they 
cater to different 
areas of research, 
Star Park Executive 
director Steve 
Frayser said.

Source: national Business incubation association

and generated  
annual revenue  

of almost  

$15 billion

are nonprofit  
organizations 

focused on economic  
development

in 2011, incubators 
assisted about 

the companies provided  
jobs for nearly  

200,000 
workers 

focus on 
technology  
businesses

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

In case you missed it
Stay up to date on the latest stories from impactnews.com

 Sign up to receive our free weekly e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com/e-newsletter 

          Or grab your phone 
          and sign up now
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Saturday, Oct. 19 » 8AM

South 1st Street Bridge
www.AustinHeartWalk.org

Locally sponsored by:Nationally sponsored by:

Heart Walk®

My Heart. My Life.

For your family. For your community. 
Help  ght heart disease and stroke right here at home.

“My name is Rebecca and this is my fi ancé, Sean. In 
2011, Sean became very sick. His kidneys began to 
fail and doctors eventually diagnosed him with a rare 
and severe form of endocarditis, requiring a life-saving 
surgery, which had him back to his old self in relatively 
no time. Sean kept his spirits high, re-formed his 
country band and re-enrolled at Texas State. Just 
three months after his surgery, in June of 2012, Sean 
proposed to me. It was the happiest day of my life, 
however later that October, Sean left for school and 
never came home. For unknown reasons his heart 
stopped and I lost my Sean. The Heart Walk means the 
world to people like me because it funds research and 
education that helped Sean truly enjoy his life - with no 
regrets - and will help someone else’s fi ancé, brother, 
son, or neighbor live longer, stronger, healthier lives.”

– Rebecca Duffy

For more information, contact Jackie Quintero at 512-338-2639 or Jackie.Quintero@heart.org

www.AustinHeartWalk.org

Vacant space
to be developed

Source: texas State university Star Park

Loading
dock

collaboration 
area

communal 
lounge

conference
space

Work  
benches

and wet lab

office of Commercialization  
and industrial relations
coordinates texas State 
university researchers’ working 
relationships with industrial 
partners and assists in finding 
commercial opportunities and 
funding for projects 
www.txstate.edu/ocir

Small business  
development Center
offers free advice and training  
for small businesses and  
startup companies to promote 
job creation, investment and 
economic growth  
www.sbdc.mccoy.txstate.edu

Student space provides a laboratory 
for teams of texas State university 
students to work on assigned projects 
that combine technological research 
with commercial applications.

Micropower Global

Technology: Semiconductor chips convert 
heat directly into electricity three times more 
efficiently than previously possible.

applications: a vehicle exhaust system, 
airplane engine or any other heat source 
could power electronic devices; an industrial 
plant could recover waste heat from 
smokestacks to lower electricity expenses.

Joined STar Park: november 2012

National NanoMaterials

Technology: Seven years after the 
discovery of graphene, a two-dimensional 
form of graphite, the company has created  
a new version that bonds with other 
products on an atomic level.

applications: Graphene could be added to 
plastics and other products to strengthen 
them. it also conducts electricity.

Joined STar Park: February

Quantum Materials Corp.

Technology: the company plans to  
mass-produce quantum dots, tiny particles 
that emit light, conduct electricity and are 
less than one-billionth of an inch thick.

applications: Quantum dots can be used 
as biosensors for medical diagnostic 
purposes and can improve efficiency for 
electronics and lighting devices.

Joined STar Park: June

System & Materials  
research Corp.

Technology: Funded by a federal defense 
contract, the company is working with a 
Texas State chemistry professor to create 
a nanomaterial that could increase the 
combustibility of diesel fuel. 

application: The diesel additive could 
increase power yields by about 10 percent.

Joined STar Park: march

microPower Global

national nanomaterials

Quantum materials corp.

System & materials research corp.

STAR One provides labs, 
resources for research

Offices

Clean lab: air is purified for sensitive 
research and production

Wet lab: outfitted with special pipes  
for liquids and gases
Polymer lab: designed for work with natural 
and synthetic compounds such as plastics

Star one—the first building in texas State university’s 38-acre Science, technology and advanced research Park—opened in 
november 2012. Eighty percent of the 20,000-square-foot building has been developed into a mix of offices, laboratories and 
shared space aimed to foster collaboration among the building’s tenants, researchers and texas State students. an additional 
4,000 square feet of the building will be finished to suit future tenants, Star Park Executive director Steve Frayser said.
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512-392-7699 | www.cardinalframe.com
1904 Old Ranch Road 12, Suite 101 - San Marcos
Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10:00-5:30, Sat. 10:00-1:00  
Closed Sunday & Monday

*Coupon must be 
present. Limit one 
per customer. Offer 
expires 9/18/2013.

10% off 
Custom Framing

Owners, 
Vicky & Hugh 

Simmons 

Custom 
Picture 

Framing

Custom
Picture
Custom
Picture
Custom
Picture

Specializing in: 
• Photographs • Artwork 

• Shadow Boxes • Diplomas

and math for which they receive 
both high school and college 
credit. ACC waives all tuition 
and fees for dual-credit classes 
taken through Hays CISD, so 
the bill for a college education is 
reduced.

According to district offi-
cials, 406 Hays CISD students 

completed dual-credit and 
advanced-placement courses 
during the 2011–12 school year. 
When the summer ’13 session 
ends, there could be as many 
as 449 students who completed 
dual-credit and AP courses in 
the 2012–13 school year. 

Charlotte Winkelmann, direc-
tor of Hays CISD’s Guidance, 
Counseling and College Readi-
ness Department, said the district’s 

examination of its dual-credit 
practices revealed that students 
needed to begin considering col-
lege preparation as early as middle 
school. In response, the district in 
2008 launched the Planning For 
Tomorrow Today program, which 
allows parents and students of all 
ages and grades to receive infor-
mation about college financial aid 
and dual-credit courses. 

“You can’t wake up one morning 

Readiness
Continued from | 1

in your sophomore year and say, 
‘Hey, I think in the summer I’m 
going to start dual credit courses,’ 
when you haven’t been looking 
at your academics,” Winkelmann 
said. “We have to start early.”

Joann Hall, a sophomore at 
ACC, graduated from Lehman 
High School in 2012 with 12 hours 
of college credit. 

According to ACC’s tuition 
rates, Hall’s dual-credit classes 
saved her more than $1,000, but 
she said the experience of being 
in a college class was the biggest 
advantage it gave her.

“It helped me with time manage-
ment,” Hall said. “It prepared me to 
think a little bit differently. In high 
school it’s more about your SATs 
and your tests, whereas in college 
it was more about ‘OK, you have to 
think a little bit bigger here.’”

Articulation
Pool said one of the biggest 

challenges facing educators is 
keeping students engaged in the 
classroom. Course articulation is 
one way districts such as Hays are 
trying to keep students interested 
in the curriculum. Articulation 
allows students to receive both 
high school and college credit in 
career and technical education 

courses such as welding, health 
science and video game design.

During the 2011–12 school 
year, 177 students earned 828 
hours of articulation credit. 

Students can then apply those 
courses toward associate degrees 
or professional licenses. Pool said 
the certifications and professional 
licenses obtained through course 
articulation could help those stu-
dents work higher-wage jobs as 
they put themselves through col-
lege.

“It’s not just directing them 
toward something they want to 
do,” she said. “It’s about reduc-
ing that cost toward college and 
having them more prepared to be 
successful in college.”

Hays Superintendent Michael 
McKie said the school district 
may even consider building a 
joint facility for articulation 
courses. 

“With Austin Community Col-
lege, do we build a joint facility 
with them to offer career-based 
courses, or do we build a career 
and technical education course-
type high school where it’s a non-
traditional high school?” McKie 
said. “There are a lot of different 
things we’re going to have to talk 
about in the future to see how we 

San Marcos High School 
pushing college credit 
San marcos High School offers dual-
enrollment classes for juniors and 
seniors through partnerships with 
austin community college, texas State 
university and stateu.com.

“our superintendent’s goal is for 
students to graduate with 12 college 
credit hours and/or a certificate 
that makes them employable,” said 
cecily moore, the district’s advanced 
academics coordinator.

to achieve that goal, moore said she 
has been educating teachers and 
reaching out to students who might not 
have realized that dual-credit classes 
were a viable option for them.

this fall acc will nearly double the 
number of day classes it offers to San 
marcos High School students, to 15 
classes. acc waives tuition and fees, 
but students must provide their books.

Dual-enrollment gains

Source: San marcos High School

San marcos High School offers dual-credit 
courses in the fall, spring and summer. 
Enrollment in dual-credit courses has nearly 
quadrupled since the 2008–09 school year.

*Projected

students

Fall ’13Fall ’12Fall ’11Fall ’10Fall ’09Fall ’08

215*

128

141

116

109

57

Legacy Church is joining over 300 Austin metro 
churches in this groundbreaking new series.

The conversation begins on September 8, 2013.

Legacy Church | www.TheLegacyTX.com
4410 RR 967 | Buda, TX 78610
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Source: Hays ciSd

Paths for Hays CISD high school students to gain college credit

Dual-credit AP classes Articulation

High school  
student is deemed  
“college- ready” 
based on Sat,  
act or PSat  

scores

Student meets with 
school counselor

Student takes class 
at high school 
or acc Hays

Student makes 
a grade of c 

or better

Student registers 
for class through 

high school 
and acc Hays

after high school graduation,  
credit is applied toward most 

colleges and universities

High school student 
meets with school 

counselor

Student registers 
for advanced 

placement class

Student takes 
aP test at the 

end of the 
semester

if students earn a score of 3, 4 
or 5, they are eligible to receive 

college credit (based on college’s 
policy for granting aP credit)

High school 
student meets 

with school 
counselor

Student registers 
for non-core 

curriculum class 
at high school

Student takes and passes class 
with a grade of B or better

teacher can 
recommend 
student for 

college credit

after student’s high school 
graduation, credit is applied 
toward associate degree or 
professional certification at 

some colleges and universities

can best meet the needs of our 
students and this community.”

House Bill 5
The Texas Legislature took up 

the issue of engaging students in 
the 83rd Legislative Session that 
ended in May.

House Bill 5, which was passed 
by the Legislature and signed into 
law June 10, creates new “gradua-
tion pathways” that allow students 
to specialize in one of five areas: 
public services; multidisciplinary 
studies; business; arts and humani-
ties; and science, technology, engi-
neering and math, or STEM.

Pool said there are still very 
few details available about how 
the new legislation will affect the 
state’s educators, but she believes 
HB 5 will help engage students by 
allowing them to pursue classes 
that are relevant to their interests. 
The hope is that students who are 
engaged in this way will remain in 
school and be more likely to make 
a smooth transition to a commu-
nity college or university, she said.

“We’re so excited that now 
there are different pathways for 
students that celebrate their own 
strengths and give real strength to 
areas that kids have interest,” Pool 
said. “It’s respectful of individual 

students’ strengths.”
Opponents of the bill have 

argued that asking high school 
freshmen to decide which special-
ization they would like to pursue 
forces them to make a decision that 
could impact the rest of their lives.

McKie countered that for 
students who are not ready to 
choose a specialization, the 
multidisciplinary studies spe-
cialization would allow them to 
maintain flexibility. Additionally, 
the bill includes a provision that 
allows students to opt out of the 
specializations if they get writ-
ten permission from a parent or 
guardian.

McKie said the district will 
have to determine which courses 
should be added to the curricu-
lum and which courses need to be 
expanded to satisfy the new gradu-
ation requirements, but he believes 
the legislation will ultimately help 
students. 

“I think you’re going to start see-
ing more kids staying in school 
because they can finally take courses 
that are of interest,” McKie said.

How can Hays CISD ensure its graduates are 
ready for college?

Take the poll online at  
impactnews.com/sbk-poll

Donuts & Pastries
Kolaches & Tacos
Breakfast Croissants

Espresso & Smoothies

1567 Main St. Ste 600 in Buda
Open 7days a week from 5am-1pm

512-523-8667

10% OFF
ANY PURCHASE

Cannot be combined.
One offer per customer.

Expires 9-18-13.

MaiMaiMaiMaiMain Sn Sn Sn Sn St.t.t.t.t

5553535353535

Member SIPCShirley C Malone
Financial Advisor
512-312-2332 • 203 Railroad St. Suite 1B • Buda, TX 78610
Shirley.malone@edwardjones.com
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17 Taste of Hays County
the fourth annual event 

offers bite-sized portions from 10 
local restaurants, including Palmer’s 
restaurant, Bar & Grill, root cellar cafe 
& Brewery, cody’s Bistro & Lounge and 
more. Singer-songwriter chad Hudson, 
local merchants and a silent auction are 
also included at the event, which raises 
money for united Way of Hays county 
programs and partner agencies. 6–9:30 
p.m. $30, $50 (for couples). duchman 
Family Winery, 13308 Fm 150, driftwood. 
512-353-1420. www.unitedwayhaysco.org

22 United Way 30th anniversary
Join the united Way of Hays county 

to celebrate the founders, businesses and 
individuals who have contributed to the 
organization since it was founded in 1983. 
united Way works with community partners to 
invest in and develop programs that address 
needs in the community. 6–8 p.m. Free. San 
marcos city Park reception Hall, 170 charles 
austin drive, San marcos. 512-353-1420. www.
unitedwayhaysco.org/planting-seeds-greatness

White Shaman Panel
the San marcos–based indigenous 
cultures institute presents a lecture 

about the White Shaman Panel, a 4,000-year-old 
rock painting that tells the creation story of native 
tribes who lived in texas and northeastern mexico. 
institute founder mario Garza and Executive 
director Gary Perez speak during the lecture, titled 
“White Shaman Panel: the coahuiltecan creation 
Journey.” 2–4 p.m. Free. centro cultural Hispano 
de San marcos, 211 Lee St., San marcos.  
512-393-3310. www.indigenouscultures.org
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16 movies in the Park
Bring lawn chairs, blankets and 

snacks to watch “Jumanji” on a large 
inflatable screen. the movie is presented by 
the Kyle Parks and recreation department. 
30 minutes after sunset. Free. Gregg-clarke 
Park, 1300 W. center St., Kyle. 512-262-3939. 
www.cityofkyle.com/recreation/movies-park-3

17 Therapeutic Arts of San marcos
a Fall into Health open house 

provides visitors with a chance to meet 
practitioners of holistic and nurturing 
therapies such as clinical massage, 
acupuncture, reiki, yoga and qigong. Guests 
are invited to discuss health goals, design 
a tailored health program and sign up for 
fall classes and therapeutic bodywork 
at discounted rates. demonstrations for 
healing arts and vitalizing practices, food 
and refreshments are also available.  
12:30–2 p.m. Free. therapeutic arts of San 
marcos, 215 W. San antonio St., Bldg. 1, 
Ste. 104, San marcos. 512-757-6006.  
www.tao-sm.com
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17 Austin Ice Cream Festival
the austin ice cream Festival 

gives attendees a chance to try a variety 
of ice cream flavors and brands in the 
same place. amy’s ice creams, Blue 
Bell ice cream and the melting cone 
are among the participating ice cream 
makers at the event. the seventh annual 
festival also includes games, activities, 
contests and live entertainment from 
children’s bands. contests include 
homemade ice cream making, Popsicle 
stick sculpture and ice cream eating.  
a portion of the proceeds from the  
event support local charities. 10 a.m.– 
7 p.m. $10 (entry), free (children 8 and 
younger). Fiesta Gardens, 2101 Jesse E. 
Segovia St., austin.  
www.icecreamfestival.org

24 The Affordable 250
Watch naScar racing at 

the track, which also features beach 
volleyball, food vendors, horseshoes, the 
car Bar and live music. admission gates 
open at 3 p.m., racing starts at 5–10 p.m. 
$20, free (for children 12 and younger). 
central texas Speedway, 24801 i-35, 
Kyle. 512-828-6478.  
www.centexspeedway.com 
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We Offer Great Deals on 
Pre-Owned Vehicles & RVs! 
In-House Financing Available!

REFER A 
FRIEND GET 

$100 OFF 
YOUR NEXT 
PAYMENT! 

$100 OFF

35

2001

Buda

967
1626

512-295-3642
17100 IH 35
Buda, TX 78610
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 
9am-6pm 
Sun: Closed

www.griffi nmotors-buda.com

Enjoy the last
days of 

summer sun!

Compiled by Wes Ferguson

Cheatham Street Warehouse
119 cheatham St., San marcos. 
512-353-3777.  
www.cheathamstreet.com.  
twitter: @cheathamstreet
August
 15  Brennen Leigh
 16  adam Johnson Band
 17  Joe King carrasco
 20  Blue Water Hwy and  
  dry river religion
 23  the damn Quails
 27  Will arrington Band  
  and Brett Hauser Band
 30  Soul track mind
September
 05  Whiskey myers
 06  Six market Blvd
 12  dirty river Boys
 14  Hogg maulies

Riley’s Tavern
8894 Fm 1102, San marcos.  
512-392-3132. www.rileystavern.com.  
twitter: @rileystavern
August
 21  michael Fletcher
 22  the Hillbilly Jug Band
 28  mike Ethan messick
September
 04  tyler cannon
 06  amanda Jo cevallos

Triple Crown
206 n. Edward Gary St., San marcos. 
512-396-1050. www.triplecrownlive.com. 
twitter: @triplecrownlive
August
 16  Luke adair & the Big Bills,  
  mile of dirt
 17  Hognose, Superfoot
 23  Loose Leaf, Kabomba!
 24  the Lion & the Giraffe
 30  chasca, the couch
 31  Hill country Gentlemen,  
  the Shady rest

Sponsored by

Find more or submit San marcos, 
Buda or Kyle events at  
www.impactnews.com/sbk-calendar.

to have San marcos, Buda or Kyle 
events considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

online calendar
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31 through Sept. 1 
Gunner Thames  

memorial Rodeo & Dance 
Watch rodeo events such as mutton bustin’ 
and bullriding, dance to country and western 
music and raise money for the Gunner 
thames memorial Foundation, which provides 
scholarships for rodeo athletes and funds area 
4-H and Future Farmers of america projects. 
thames was a Buda teenager who died from 
complications from a rodeo injury in 2011. 
7:30 p.m. $15, $5 (children 12 and younger), 
free (children younger than 5). Veteran’s Park 
rodeo arena, Jacobs Well road, Wimberley. 
512-844-9103. www.facebook.com/
gunnerthamesmemorialfoundation

September

05 First Thursday 
Stroll through Buda’s historical 

downtown while browsing antique and 
specialty shops at the monthly event. 5–9 p.m. 
Free. downtown Buda. 512-295-7170.  
www.budatxtourism.com

07 Texas State football game
texas State university hosts 

Prairie View a&m university in the 
Bobcats’ first home game of the 2013 
football season. 6 p.m. $15 (general 
admission). Bobcat Stadium, 1100 
aquarena Springs drive, San marcos. 
512-245-2272. www.txstatebobcats.com

12 through 13 
kyle Annual Classic

the Kyle area chamber of commerce hosts 
the Kyle annual classic Golf tournament 
and calcutta dinner. dinner guests may bid 
on auction items and place wagers on the 
winning golf team. Sponsorships, which 
include participation in the golf tournament, 
can be purchased for $600 per four-person 
team. dinner 6 p.m. Sept. 12, tejas Hall at 
texas old town, 1205 roland Lane, Kyle. 
tournament 8:30 a.m. Sept. 13, Plum creek 
Golf club, 750 Kohlers crossing, Kyle.  
512-268-4220. www.kyleannualclassic.com

14 Diez y Seis fiesta
the San marcos organization together 

For a cause celebrates mexican independence 
day with a parade and fiesta that includes live 
music, food and more. Proceeds benefit the 
group, which holds community events, gives 
scholarships and aims to promote a sense of 
community for Hays county residents. Parade 
9 a.m. Free. rio Vista Park, 555 cheatham St.,  
San marcos. Fiesta 11 a.m.–5 p.m. Free. Jack’s 
roadhouse, 1625 Hunter road,  
San marcos. 512-878-4924.  
www.togetherforacauseinc.org
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J onathan Jamison, owner of Allegro 
School of Music in Buda, is living 
his dream. Sort of.

Jamison teaches music lessons to stu-
dents during the day and takes the stage 
as Basil McJagger, the keyboard whiz for 
Austin band the Derailers, by night.

“While I was in college, I came to the 
realization that while it would be great 
if I was Chicago or the Beach Boys or 
someone with insane success, if I could 
just work and pay my mortgage and have 
a car or two in the garage and do that by 
playing and teaching music, that would be 
almost just as satisfying,” Jamison said.

Jamison went on to receive his music 
degree from the University of Nebraska. 
His resume is not unique among Alle-
gro’s other teachers. Scott Matthews, the 
school’s drum teacher, has spent time 
performing with the Dixie Chicks and 
Dale Watson. Thomas Mann, one of the 
school’s piano teachers, studied under 
legendary pianist Washington Garcia 
at Texas State University while working 
toward his music degree.

 Jamison’s newest gig started in 2009, 
when he bought the music school, which 
celebrates its 20th anniversary in 2013. 
Jamison and the school’s six other 
instructors teach piano, guitar, violin, 
voice, drums and more. Jamison said if a 
student requests lessons on an instrument 
the instructors cannot teach, he will find 
an expert on it.

 Jamison said it can be tough to run a 
music school when people are looking to 
cut back expenses wherever possible.

 “Sometimes I feel like we’re a canary 
in a mineshaft because music lessons 
are about the first thing that people cut,” 
Jamison said.

 The first summer Jamison owned the 
business was rough. Enrollment dropped 
to about 40 students in summer 2009 but 
has picked up during the past four years 

so that it now hovers between 65 and 75 
students, most of whom range in age from 
kindergartners to high-schoolers. 

Mann has been with Allegro since 
2001. One of his students of six years was 
recently accepted to The University of 
Texas’ Butler School of Music.

 “The best thing is seeing these kids go 
through it all from when they’re 6 to 18,” 
Mann said. “It’s really amazing.”

 The school’s curriculum goes beyond 
learning notes on a page. Mann said he 
makes sure Allegro students learn about 
how music relates to different industries.

 “Kids think you just have to be on stage 
and that’s it,” Mann said. “Any type of 
industry, there is a music part to it. There 
is music technology, there’s teaching, 
conducting, it’s endless.”

 For Jamison’s 5-year-old twins, Eldon 
and Rosemary, music lessons are just one 
part of his ongoing effort to turn them 
into “well-rounded” people. The twins’ 
extracurricular activities also include 
swimming and soccer teams.

 “Probably every kid doesn’t need to 
have music lessons, but I think probably 
a kid does need to be involved in things 
that are going to grow them as decent 
humans,” Jamison said.

Allegro School of Music
Fine arts academy still rocking after 20 years

Allegro School of Music

c
ullen B

lvd.

dove dr.

cimarron Park Loop

967

cullen 
country 

Pond

512-312-5995
119 cimarron Park Loop, Ste. B, Buda
lessons@allegrofinearts.com
www.allegrofinearts.com

Derek Tarnow (right) teaches guitar and piano. 
Tarnow also performs weekly in San Marcos. 

Todd Deatherage (right) walks one of his students 
through a guitar lesson at Allegro. 

Jonathan Jamison (top right), owner of Allegro School of Music and keyboardist for Austin band the Derailers, 
sits down for piano practice with his 5-year-old twins.
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By Brett Thorne

BuSINESS

By the numbers

75
students

6
instructors

teach
approximately

30 minutes
the length of weekly 
music lessons

practice
rooms

20 
years

allegro School  
of music has  
been open
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R ooted in San Marcos since 2005, 
Root Cellar Cafe & Brewery has 
created what owner Kyle Mylius 

describes as his own interpretation of 
casual fine dining in a place where every-
one feels welcome.

“Any time you come in here you’ll see 
both ends of the spectrum when it comes 
to clientele,” Mylius said. “Everyone feels 
comfortable here, and that’s our ultimate 
goal—to be here for everybody.”

In what would otherwise be a dark cellar, 
the restaurant lights up to display its cozy 
atmosphere made up of hardwood floors, 
wooden tables, mismatched chairs, throw 
rugs and an art gallery featuring works by 
local artists.

Mylius said the Root Cellar relies on 
a creative and changing menu selection, 
made largely from fresh organic foods 
and made-from-scratch recipes to keep 
its patrons satisfied. The restaurant serves 
American cuisine for breakfast, lunch and 
dinner and offers specialty beverages rang-
ing from in-house brewed beer to chai tea 
lattes, smoothies and cream sodas.  

“People’s tastes are constantly chang-
ing, and things can get stagnant in the 

Root Cellar Cafe  
& Brewery
San Marcos eatery offers casual fine dining

Root Cellar Cafe & Brewery

215 n. LBJ drive, San marcos
512-392-5158
www.rootcellarcafe.com
twitter: @r_cellar_cafe
Hours: tue.–Sun. 7 a.m.–4 p.m.,  
5:30–10 p.m., closed mon.

Owner Kyle Mylius opened the Root Cellar Cafe & Brewery, 215 N. LBJ Drive, San Marcos, in February 
2005. In 2010, the Root Cellar became San Marcos’ first brewpub.

The walls at Root Cellar Cafe & Brewery are 
adorned with artwork by local artists. Mylius 
frequently changes the art and menu items.

The restaurant’s salad dressings, which include tangy balsamic, raspberry vinaigrette and honey Dijon, 
are available for sale at the Little Shoppe of Health in San Marcos and via the produce delivery service 
Greenling.com. The Mandarin salad (right) includes a spring mix tossed with pecans and other ingredients.
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By Melanie Dutschke

DINING

restaurant business pretty easily, so we 
strive to change all the time,” Mylius said. 
“We have a local seasonal menu we change 
every couple of months, and that’s been a 
big hit here. People really want to see new 
items from their favorite restaurant.”

However, some Root Cellar menu items 
don’t change. Mylius said the restaurant’s 
homemade salad dressings—especially 
the tangy balsamic and raspberry vin-
aigrettes—have been so popular with 
customers throughout the years that he 
found a partner to commercially bottle his 
dressings and sell them at the Little Shoppe 
of Health located on North Edward Gary 
Street and online at Greenling.com.

In 2010, Root Cellar became the first 
brewpub in San Marcos and, for now, 
remains the only one in town. Mylius also 
sells 64 ounce bottles to customers so they 
can take the beer home with them.

Mylius got his first taste of the culinary 
business at age 17 when he waited tables at 
a Mexican food restaurant in his home-
town of Fort Worth. It was then Mylius 
realized he belonged in the food industry. 

“I really fell in love with serving people. 
It just kind of felt right to me,” Mylius said. 
“And I knew I wanted to be my own boss 
in some regard, and the restaurant busi-
ness made the most sense because it’s what 
I knew, what I had experience in and what 
I loved.”

Popular menu items
• Brazilian French Toast: soaked in vanilla 

rum sauce and topped with cinnamon sugar 
($6.50)

• Eggs Benedict: an English muffin with 
grilled ham and two poached eggs served 
with hollandaise sauce, Saturdays and Sun-
days only ($9.49)

• Ham and Swiss with green apples: a sand-
wich made with grilled cinnamon apples, 
swiss and mayonnaise, served on wheat-
berry bread ($7.50)

• Salmon Fillet with Balsamic Glaze: a wild 
alaskan salmon topped with a sweet bal-
samic reduction and garnished with crispy 
eggplant chips, served with a vegetable 
medley and wild rice ($16)

Root Cellar bakery  
coming soon
root cellar owner Kyle mylius is opening 
a bakery that will also function as a 
catering kitchen. the bakery will be 
located at 142 n. LBJ drive, the current 
site of an apartment leasing office. 
Possibly named the root cellar Bakery 
and tea room, the bakery is scheduled  
to be completed by the end of the year.
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Health Insurance

512.835.9439

Case Study #1
14 Employee Accounting Firm current rates $11,232 / mo.
Current agent says: Stay where you are, you have the best of the best available, can’t get any better, 
to reduce your cost let’s just raise your deductible.
Austin Brokerage Company says: Always check for better rates and benefi ts.
Results: Savings of $24,000 a year with lower offi ce visit copays and lower deductibles. 

Case Study #2
Husband and wife own a business
Agents say You need an employee or no group.
Austin Brokerage Company says: We can help get you a group.

Blue Cross Blue Shield, Humana, Scott and White Health Plan, United Healthcare, 
Cigna, we represent all the top companies.  Let us compare your benefit package. 
Service is our top priority. We help with claims, billing and other service issues.

Call for a no-obligation quote tailored to meet your needs or email quote request to: info@austinbrokerage.com  

We also offer individual health plans. An Independent Insurance Agency

Vickie & Pitt Garrett
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C ourtney Runkle’s family just keeps 
growing. There is Brian, her hus-
band, and their sons, Michael and 

Bryson. Then there are the 700 volunteers 
and children who participate in youth 
baseball, softball, flag and tackle football 
and cheerleading at the North Hays Opti-
mist in Kyle.

 “I have kids who will call me Aunt 
Courtney,” the NHO president said. “It’s 
like we’re all family.”

 NHO is the only Pop Warner League 
in Hays County, and on any given night 
there are athletes as young as 3 and as old 
as 15 competing at the complex’s 20-acre 
practice facility.

The organization started in 1990 and 
experienced rapid growth in the early 
2000s. Since starting organized athletic 
programs in 2005, NHO has produced 
champion cheerleading and football 
squads using only youth and volunteer 
coaches and administrators.

Runkle, who splits her time between her 
job as an accountant and her responsibili-
ties as NHO president, began volunteer-
ing with the organization when Michael 
started playing wee ball—tee ball for 
children ages 3–4. 

The organization is wrapping up its All 

North Hays Optimist
Sports club in Kyle proves a family affair

Coach Keith Rankin keeps youth baseball players on their toes during practice. Rankin is one of North 
Hays Optimist’s approximately 140 volunteers.

North Hays Optimist all-stars Logan Rosales (left) and Julian Martinez field balls at the organization’s 
sports complex in Kyle on June 5.
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By Brett Thorne

NONPROfIT

North Hays Optimist

High rd.

Goforth rd.

Bebee rd.

cotton Gin rd.
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2880 Goforth road, Kyle
512-680-4303
http://nhogators.com

Star league and will kick off its fall season 
in mid-August.

 For Runkle and the other volunteers, a 
typical Friday night consists of barbecu-
ing at the complex, also known as “The 
Swamp,” and fixing up the facility for the 
next day’s games. The benefits for the ath-
letes are well worth the late nights, Runkle 
said.

 “Not only do these boys play out here 
together, they’re friends,” she said. “These 
are lifelong friendships. Those are the 
things you want to remember when you’re 
older.”

 Runkle is quick to extol the benefits of 
competitive sports. Lessons in teamwork 
and friendship abound, Runkle said, but 
she also has skin in the game, so to speak.

Her son Michael has participated in 
NHO sports since he was 3, starting 
with wee ball and working his way up to 
baseball where his father now coaches him. 
Bryson, a wee ball player, is following in 
the footsteps of his brother as well as his 
father, who played baseball for Crockett 
High School in Austin.

“It’s about sportsmanship,” Brian said. 
“It’s more than just what you come out 
here to do. There’s structure to things. 
There are rules you have to abide by in the 
game just like you do at school.

 “You learn that it doesn’t always go your 
way. Sometimes you win, and sometimes 
you make mistakes, but it’s about how you 
rebound from that.”

 Registration for NHO’s athletics range 
from $60 per player for wee ball and up 
to $150 per player for football, but Runkle 
said the organization, which funds most 
of its activities through fundraisers and 
corporate sponsorships, is always willing 
to work with families.

 “We wanted this to be a place where 
[the kids] hang out,” Runkle said. “We 
will never turn a kid away because of [a 
lack of] money.”

Club statistics

5 sports
including football, baseball, softball, 

cheerleading and wee ballvolunteers

approximately

won in 2011

regional
championship

won since 2005

division
championships

served in baseball  
and football programs

children

approximately

21195-B IH-35 North • Ste 201 • Kyle, TX 78640
512.268.0000 • www.kylept.com 

You have a choice when it 
comes to your treatment.

Reach. Your. Peak. 

PHYSICAL THERAPY &
SPORTS MEDICINE CENTER

Brent Blvd.

Kyle Pkwy.

35

Bunton Creek Rd.

Gentiva accepts patients for care regardless of age, race, color national origin, religion, sex, disability, being a qualified disabled veteran, being a qualified disabled
veteran of the Vietnam era, or any other category protected by law, or decisions regarding advance directives. © 2011 Gentiva Health Services, Inc.  MKT3144

We believe that every moment matters. Maybe that’s why so many 
families believe in us when it comes to choosing a hospice  
provider. For more information or to receive our free DVD, 
“Hospice and Your Loved One,”  
call 512-392-9138.

gentiva.com/hospice
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Providing a Continuum of Quality Health Services

At Corridor Primary Care, our skilled 
team of Pediatric and Internal Medicine 
physicians offer comprehensive medical 
care for your entire family. Conveniently 
located in the heart of San Marcos, with 
a Pediatric satellite office in Kyle, our 
courteous and knowledgeable staff works 
hard from first contact to make every visit 
to our office positive.

CORRIDOR PRIMARY CARE 
PEDIATRICS
512-392-1700

601B Leah Ave. • San Marcos, TX
181 Kirkham Circle • Kyle, TX

www.corridorpd.com

CORRIDOR PRIMARY CARE
INTERNAL MEDICINE 

512-396-1000
601A Leah Ave. • San Marcos, TX

www.corridorim.com 
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Comprehensive, Local, Expert Podiatric Care for Adults and Children

www.ThePodiatryGroup.com

Medical and surgical treatments for disorders 
affecting the foot and ankle:

• Heel pain/plantar fasciitis
• Foot and ankle trauma
• Diabetic ulcers & wound care
• Achilles tendonitis
• Soft tissue masses/cysts
• Ankle Sprains

• Running injuries & 
Sports Medicine

• Ingrown toenails
• Bunions/Hammertoes
• Neuromas

Located in  
Hays Surgery Center

512-268-FOOT (3668)

Living in our Community, Serving our Community
Now accepting new clients

Jeff Henke, DPM

135 Bunton Creek Rd., Suite 300, Kyle

B etween “Walker, Texas Ranger” and 
“Lonesome Dove,” the Texas Rang-
ers have inspired their fair share of 

tales, but the truth about the storied law 
enforcement outfit is far more dramatic 
than anything that could fit on a screen—
silver or otherwise.

The agency began in 1823 as a collection 
of 10 men who collected land rights from 
the Mexican government in exchange for 
patrolling the Texas range and warding off 
Comanche raids.  

“We had a lot of Native American allies 
because we were fighting against their 
main enemy,” said Amanda Crowley, 
research librarian at the Texas Ranger Hall 
of Fame and Museum in Waco. “Everyone 
was against the Comanche. They were like 
the New York Yankees. They were tough 
and good at what they did, but nobody 
liked them.”

The Rangers were still a relatively new 
outfit when a prisoner exchange gone 
wrong led to one of the bloodiest conflicts 
in the outfit’s history: the Battle of Plum 
Creek on August 12, 1840, near present-
day Lockhart. The Comanche and Rangers 
exchanged gunfire on horseback, but the 
Native Americans were so heavily laden 
with plunder—cattle, horses, dry goods 
and whatever else they could carry—that 
the Rangers were easily able to defeat the 
retreating fighters.

The battle, which allegedly claimed the 
lives of 80 Comanche and 11 Rangers, is 
memorialized with a historical marker at 
the intersection of Hwy. 142 and US 183 in 
Lockhart.

After the Civil War, the agency’s ranks 
ballooned to include close to 1,000 men, by 
Crowley’s estimation. A bill voted through 
the Texas House in 1911 trimmed the 
Rangers’ ranks to 80 men and raised their 
pay to $90 per month for privates, $100 per 
month for sergeants and $150 per month 

The Texas Rangers were required to provide their own tack, including saddles, throughout most of the 
organization’s existence. The automobile began to replace the horse in 1919.

A bronze statue of former Ranger Gen. George B. 
Erath stands outside the Texas Ranger Hall of Fame 
and Museum in Waco.
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for captains.

Boom and busted
The oil boom of the 1920s and 1930s 

brought industrialization and population 
growth to cities throughout Texas, but the 
door was also left open to the seedy activi-
ties the Rangers did not take kindly to.

“Down south during this time, shanty 
towns were popping up overnight in Texas, 
and they would have prostitution, gam-
bling and all those things,” Crowley said.

Clyde Barrow and Bonnie Parker began 
their infamous crime spree throughout  
the Midwest in 1932. Barrow and Parker 
robbed a dozen banks, killed nine police 
officers and baffled law enforcement agen-
cies that always seemed to be two steps 
behind the duo.

In 1934, when Barrow orchestrated a 
jailbreak for members of his gang that left 
Texas’ law enforcement agencies with a 
collective black eye, former Texas Ranger 
Frank Hamer was put on the case.

The chase took Hamer across Texas and 
into Louisiana, but on May 23, 1934, on 
a dirt road in Louisiana, Hamer accom-
plished what no other law enforcement 
agency had been able to manage in more 
than two years: Bonnie and Clyde were 
brought to permanent justice. It had taken 
him 102 days.

The Bonnie and Clyde case, along with 
a radio show called “The Lone Ranger,” 
which premiered in 1933, further raised 
the Rangers’ profile and added to the 
Texas-sized myth surrounding it.

The modern Ranger
For all the differences between the first 

group of Rangers organized by Stephen F. 
Austin in 1823 and the collection of 150 
men and women who patrol the state’s 
highways and investigate its darkest 
corners today, there are some things that 

never change.
Rangers are required to don their sig-

nature hats to work, and they all still wear 
the signature five-pointed star badge. 

While the car has replaced the horse 
and the guns have gotten bigger, the idea 
is the same: stop the bad guys.

McClennan County Chief Deputy Matt 
Cawthon spent 10 years as a state trooper 
for the Department of Public Safety 
before donning the Texas Rangers badge 
in 1992.

For Cawthon, becoming a Ranger 
harked back to his childhood, which he 
spent dreaming of becoming a lawman. 
When he reflects on his 17 years as a 
Ranger, it’s the grit of the job that stands 
out to him.

“People want to believe that Rangers 
always rode around with white hats and 
always shot the guns out of bad guys’ 
hands and always got the girl at the end 
of the movie, but back in the early days, 
there were some brutalities that were hap-
pening,” Cawthon said. “Before Miranda 
rights and before everybody had a lawyer, 
these guys got the job done.”

Texas Rangers
two centuries later, the job remains the same
By Brett Thorne

HISTORy       TexaS

1800 1850 19501900

1823
texas rangers 
are formed by 
Stephen F. austin

1911
command structure is 
established, rangers’ pay is 
raised and benefits are added

1933
First episode of “the Lone 
ranger” is broadcast on 
detroit radio station WXYZ

1934
crime duo Bonnie Parker 
and clyde Barrow are caught 
and killed by a posse led by 
former ranger Frank Hamer

1968
texas ranger 
museum  
and Hall of 
Fame opens 
in Waco

1840
the Battle of Plum creek in/near 
present-day Lockhart claims the lives 
of up to 80 comanche and 11 rangers

AWARD WINNING ARTISTS!
PROFESSIONAL BODY PIERCING

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

512.392.0838
237 N. LBJ DR.

ONE BLOCK FROM THE SQUARE
WWW.CLASSICTATTOOTX.COM
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personnel, inc
riorityP

Skilled temporary & long-term 
employment opportunities. 

Light Industrial, Offi ce/Clerical, 
Technical, Professional and Retail.

Better People. Better Jobs. Better Period.
Apply with us today for great job opportunities!

512-392-2323 • prioritypersonnel.com

APPLY WITH US TODAY!

Equal 
Opportunity 
Employer

Becky Motal
General manager of the Lower  
Colorado river Authority 
By Annie Drabicky

Created by the Texas Legislature in 1934, the Lower Colorado River Authority manages 
the water supply for residents, farmers and businesses along 600 miles of the Colorado 
River from San Saba to the Gulf of Mexico. 

The agency manages those supplies during both floods and droughts throughout the 
region and also sells electricity and water to more than 40 utilities. According to LCRA, 
that electricity service area covers nearly 30,000 square miles and serves more than 1 mil-
lion people in 55 counties.

General Manager Becky Motal has worked for LCRA for 27 years. Among other 
aspects, her job includes working to educate customers on the importance of being aware 
of their water use, how to conserve water and how to make the best use of limited water 
supplies during a drought.

“I think education is the most important thing we can do—get people aware of where 
their water comes from,” Motal said when she visited Community Impact Newspaper. 
“Water is a precious commodity, but we all need to be mindful that it needs to be shared. 
Know what your water restrictions are and follow them. Be a leader. Be an example.”

What is the “drought of record,” and 
how do we compare to that now? 

The drought of record is a term, but 
it also references a period of the worst 
drought in Texas’ history, from the period 
of about 1947 to 1957. We benchmark any 
drought against that. We are currently in 
a very serious drought. 

In our opinion, we are not in a drought 
worse than the drought of record, but if 
this continues into next year with the very 
significantly low inflows into the High-
land Lakes, we could potentially hit that 
trigger, and our board would be asked to 
declare a drought worse than the drought 
of record.  

What mandatory curtailments 
would take place if we were to hit 
that point?

The base plan—developed in early 
2000, filed with the [Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality] in 2003 and 
approved in 2010—dictates curtailment 
curves as to how we manage the lakes. 
It’s based on inflows into Lake Travis and 
Lake Buchanan. 

At certain levels of combined storage in 
those lakes, we have certain triggers. We 
ask people to conserve or we start limiting 

some flows. We may start to curtail inter-
ruptible flows. If [combined capacity] hits 
600,000 acre-feet, in our existing water 
management plan, we would be required 
to ask the board of LCRA to declare a 
drought worse than the drought of record. 
All firm customers would be curtailed up 
to 20 percent. 

What does 20 percent curtailment 
mean for a household?

Let’s take Austin—they are a firm cus-
tomer of LCRA. We would say to them—
and we’ve already been talking with 
our firm customers for the last several 
months—‘You need to curtail your water 
use up to 20 percent.’ 

All of us who live in Austin, we’ve 
been under water restrictions for 
months. [Austin] would probably ask 
for even more restrictive watering than 
they currently have. There’s a series of 
[steps in] their conservation plan and 
their drought contingency plan that they 
would implement.

Has lCRA mapped any potential 
timeline for what to do if we hit that 
600,000 acre-feet trigger?

We do a lot of modeling based on 70 

years of history—inflows and weather in 
the Central Texas area. It gives probabili-
ties for when you might hit certain levels 
of combined storage. On a worst-case sce-
nario—that means that the inflows con-
tinue to be [as] significantly low as they 
are—there is a probability that we could 
hit the 600,000 acre-feet by as early as late 
August this year or early September. 

So we could be only a couple months 
away from that, unless we are blessed 
with a couple months of rain or a nice 
little tropical storm that would land right 
over Lake Buchanan. A nice little tropical 
storm, nothing but rain. Unfortunately, 
the weather forecasters don’t predict that. 
They still predict a pretty hot, dry sum-
mer, so it’s likely we will continue in this 
drought that we have had for the last two 
or three years.

If the drought persists, what are the 
long-term options to get more water 
to customers?

You’ll often hear me say, ‘You can man-
age a flood,’ and we have managed floods, 
‘[but] you really just have to work through 
a drought.’ Because you can’t control 
the input. A drought is a slow-motion 
natural disaster. You don’t know when it 

starts. You’re in it—you know you’re in 
it—but you don’t know when you’re going 
to get out of it. One of the things we did 
immediately was ask for emergency relief 
from our water management plan, and 
we started curtailing interruptible water 
downstream so we could stretch the sup-
ply until we could get rain. In addition to 
that, we’ve gotten permission from our 
board … to develop new supplies of water.  

What are some suggestions from 
lCRA for what residents can do to 
help conserve during the drought?

Be mindful of how you use water. If 
you’ve got a water leak, get it fixed. Watch 
your irrigation system. Water only when 
you’re supposed to, and water only during 
the hours you’re supposed to—don’t water 
at noon when it’s 100 degrees outside. 

It’s not about the rice farmers anymore. 
Right now the only thing draining Lake 
Travis is the city of Austin and a little bit 
of environmental flows, so it’s us, and we 
have to be mindful of that. 

Every water drop that we can save 
helps us extend the amount that we have 
available. It will rain again; I’ve worked 
at LCRA for 27 years and we’ve had more 
floods than droughts, so it will rain again.
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COffEE WITH IMPACT

Becky Motal, general manager of the Lower Colorado River Authority, discusses current lake levels and the 
drought of record that hit Texas from about 1947–57.
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TOP STORIES

The Verts kebap sandwich is less than 600 calories.

Now Open
CENTRAl AUSTIN Hot Lava 
Obstacle Course, an indoor 
obstacle course and gym, opened 
June 15 at 8303 Burnet road, Ste. 
4. in addition to the obstacle course, 
the 2,700-square-foot facility has a 
gymnastics floor and single obstacles 
for training. Ben and Kate Broussard 
co-own the facility. 512-709-3114. 
www.hotlavaobstaclecourse.com

CENTRAl AUSTIN Toybrary, 
which is owned by Liza Wilson, 
opened in July at 7817 rockwood 

Lane, Ste. 101. For a monthly fee, the 
business lends out three educational 
toys at a time to children up to 5 years 
old. 512-765-4174.  
www.toybraryaustin.com

Coming Soon
SOUTHWEST AUSTIN Bearded 
Brothers co-founder caleb Simpson 
said the organic snack food company 
will open a new location in the Biz 
Park 290 shopping center, 11190 
circle drive, in late august or early 
September. the business makes 
organic, gluten-free, vegan-friendly 

snack bars. 512-522-3116.  
www.beardedbros.com.  
twitter: @beardedbros

SOUTHWEST AUSTIN Shiksha, 
a school for children ages 4–18, is 
scheduled to open aug. 18. the 
school will offer 14 classes including 
Vedic mathematics, basics of 
Hinduism, robotics, creative acting, 
languages, yoga, dance, musical 
instruments and vocals. the school is 
located at the radha madhav dham 
temple at 400 Barsana road off  
Fm 1826. 512-430-1115.  
www.shikshausa.org

Expansion
SOUTHWEST AUSTIN Yeti 
Coolers LLC opened its new 
headquarters and offices in may at 
5301 Southwest Parkway, Ste. 200. 
Previously its offices were housed 
with warehouse and shipping space 
at 3411 Hidalgo St., but marketing 
Project manager denise Smith said the 
company outgrew the 5,000 square 
feet of office space in that building. 
the company will continue to use the 
Hidalgo Street location along with the 
new 25,000-square-foot campus.  
512-394-9384. www.yeticoolers.com

REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our other editions Full stories online at impactnews.com

Fast-casual eatery serves  
German-inspired food

Austin reviews 2012 
Grand Prix, readies 
for next race event

AUSTIN With seven restaurants in Austin, Verts 
Kebap is planning to add about 10 more locations by 
next June, including stores in Dallas and Houston.

The fast-casual restaurant chain serves döner 
kebaps, a German street food made with beef or 
chicken grilled on a vertical spit and wrapped in a 
flatbread, tortilla or put in a salad.

Co-owners Michael Heyne and Dominik Stein 
hatched the idea of Verts while studying as foreign 
exchange students at Southern Methodist Uni-
versity. The college friends were amazed that the 
döner kebap, one of Europe’s most popular fast-food 
options, was not widespread within the United 
States, the global home of fast food.

“We thought there must be a way to exist [in the 
Unites States] with this product,” Heyne said.

The friends eventually came to Austin to work on 
their döner kebap concept while getting their MBAs 
from The University of Texas. 

Two days after graduating, Heyne and Stein 
opened two Verts locations by the UT campus with 
the help of 12 interns, two chefs and their parents, 
all of whom came from Germany. Verts grew to six 
restaurants in 2011 and added a seventh in July.
Full story by Gene Davis

SOUTHWEST AUSTIN The 2013 
U.S. Grand Prix takes place Nov. 17, 
and Austin’s public and private sectors 
are looking at how to apply what they 
learned last year to this year’s race.

By all accounts, the 2012 U.S. Grand 
Prix—Formula One’s first race in the U.S. 
in five years and the first major event at the 
new Circuit of The Americas facility—was 
a logistical success, according to a post-
event report produced by the city in May.

Organizers plan to reuse the 2012 race’s 
most successful elements, such as the 
extensive traffic planning and monitor-
ing and the incident command response 
model, and tweak minor issues.

“This event was unlike anything we 
have done in the region before,” said 
Rodney Gonzales, city of Austin deputy 
director of economic growth and rede-
velopment. “It took a regional effort to 
get it done.”

COTA President Steve Sexton said the 
facility plans to add more entertainment 
options and incorporate more aspects of 
Austin into the circuit.

He added that some fans were not used 
to the amount of walking that takes place 
around an F1 track, and additional trans-
portation options were being considered.

The 2013 race weekend of Nov. 15–17 
will include an additional challenge: 
The University of Texas will play a home 
football game against Oklahoma State 
University on Nov. 16.

In the months before the 2012 race, 
COTA officials estimated that the facil-
ity would have a $300 million annual 
impact on the regional economy for the 
next decade. While the post-event report 
includes some revenue numbers, it states 
that the report should not be considered a 
comprehensive economic study.
Full story by Joe Olivieri
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U.S. Grand Prix

takeawayS 
from the 2012

1
Consensus: The event was a success
the city talked with residents, race fans, visitors, businesses, 
the media and cota. “almost without exception, all agreed that 
austin pulled it off with style,” the report states.

5
The Incident Command System model worked well
Local government and first-responder responsibilities were 
divided into individual commands that reported to an area 
command twice a day. the city plans to use it for future events. 

3
Shuttles significantly reduced traffic issues
Event organizers used 450 buses to collect fans from two satellite 
locations. the shuttles ended up transporting 98,363 visitors, or 
37 percent of the total weekend attendance.

7
The great traffic jam never happened
a dramatic increase in vehicular traffic never materialized, officials 
said. the austin Police department believes traffic controls 
helped prevent major congestion. 

9
Locals didn’t visit downtown businesses, either
Forty-six percent of surveyed businesses said Grand Prix 
weekend turned out worse than expected. they claimed regular 
customers avoided their usual establishments.

2 The post-event report is not an economic study
the report does, however, include some tax revenue data: sales 
tax, hotel occupancy tax, mixed-beverage tax and car rental tax. 

6
Police response times improved during the weekend
despite a higher call volume and an increase in index crimes such 
as assault and robbery, overall there was no negative effect on 
police services during the race weekend. 

4
Helicopters mattered
the report states that 2,546 helicopter operations took place 
during the race weekend. there are 177 operations during a 
normal weekend. 

8
Locals avoided Fan Fest for fear of traffic, no parking
“... [Fan Fest] was not well-attended by local residents, 
presumably because of fear of heavy traffic and lack of parking,” 
the report says. “neither of these conditions proved problematic.”

10
Some preparations can be used for other events
traffic-monitoring cameras, shuttle buses and a traffic contraflow 
system—which turns area roads into one-way streets to increase 
capacity—could be applied to future events. 

Source: City of Austin post-event report

Locations: 2021 Guadalupe St., 2530 Guadalupe St., 
2438 W. anderson Lane, 11521 n. rr 620, 1500 S. 
Lamar Blvd., 12800 Galleria circle, 1801 E. 51st St.
http://vertskebap.com
Hours vary depending on location
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151 TriniTy Hills Drive • AusTin, TX 78737 • 512.301.5000 • BelTerrATeXAs.com        

Talk abouT Tiger Pride!

New model homes and new neighborhoods NOW OPEN!
David Weekley Homes • Highland Homes • Sitterle Homes • Treaty Oak Homes • Wilshire Homes

DRIPPING SPRINGS HIGH SCHOOL RECOGNIZED AMONG THE NATION’S BEST ~ Belterra, located just 

minutes from downtown Austin, offers a lifestyle like no other.  With miles of hike & bike trails, over a dozen 

parks, resort-style pool complex, state-of-the-art fitness center and an on-site elementary school in the 

highly acclaimed Dripping Springs Independent School District; there is no better place to call home.  

VisiT The belTerra Welcome cenTer for more informaTion
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REAL ESTATE

Market Data
On the market  (Aug. 1–31) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Price Range Buda Kyle San Marcos Buda Kyle San Marcos

Less than $100,000 0 0 5 0 0 118

$100,000–$149,999 6 31 14 24 31 51

$150,000–$199,999 28 73 20 42 52 58

$200,000–$299,999 50 30 26 61 70 145

$300,000–$399,999 8 2 10 93 90 115

$400,000–$499,999 10 1 5 117 229 188

$500,000–$749,999 5 0 6 53 0 221

$750,000–$999,999 3 1 3 127 61 65

$1 million + 2 1 1 123 384 184

Number of homes sold Average price

Month Buda Kyle San Marcos Buda Kyle San Marcos

July 2013 43 68 34 $254,869 $150,452 $177,787

July 2012 29 56 14 $232,992 $152,534 $175,529

June 2013 41 60 19 $221,785 $160,506 $166,532

May 2013 51 64 27 $215,178 $139,573 $208,046

April 2013 39 43 20 $218,014 $157,433 $193,705

March 2013 35 58 25 $218,122 $150,879 $193,202

February 2013 20 21 12 $223,345 $121,199 $151,504 

January 2013 22 33 12 $193,246 $139,853 $172,975 

December 2012 27 30 14 $207,530 $137,456 $201,271 

Market data provided by 
Marc Goebler, broker

Prosper Properties, Realty & Management Services
512-523-5663

marc@marcyourmove.com

featured Neighborhood
Whispering Hollow, Buda

Build-out year: Not built out

Builders: Ryland Homes, Standard Pacific, Clark Wilson 

Square footage: 1,481–3,712

Home values: $180,000–$300,000

HOA dues (estimated): $396 per year

Amenities: Pool, playgrounds, trails, sidewalks

Nearby attractions: Cabela’s retail store, Mandola’s 
Winery, 5-Mile Dam

Property taxes:

City of Buda  0.2713
Hays Co. ESD No. 8 0.1000
Northeast Hays Co. ESD No. 2                                 0.0300 
Hays County 0.4251
Special Road District 0.0440
Hays CISD 1.4613
Austin Community College District 0.0951

Total (per $100 value) 2.4268

Homes on the market (As of Aug. 5, 2013)

featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (Aug. 5, 2012–Aug. 5, 2013)

No. of homes for sale 18

No. of homes under contract 11

Average days on the market 79

No. of homes sold 57

Square footage (low/high) 1,557 / 3,470

Selling price (low/high) $175,000 / $342,000

main St.

35

967

Jack c. 
Hays trail

old Black colony rd.

1626
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 2,009 sq. ft. $259,900
Agent: Jason Tarr   512-879-1616 

130 Middle Creek Drive

4 Bedroom / 3 Bath 2,540 sq. ft.  $234,900
Agent: Timothy Heyl   512-330-1047

120 Pilot Grove Court

5 Bedroom / 3 Bath 2,909 sq. ft. $249,900
Agent: Donald Ray Cox  512-563-1188 

180 Ghost Creek

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 2,314 sq. ft.  $227,500
Agent: Jaymes Willoughby   512-347-9599 

210 Mystic Shadow Lane
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289 Silver Peak Drive
San Marcos, Texas 78666 

35

Saddle Rum Way

N. Fo
rk Rd.

• Fully-Equipped Clubhouse
• Sparkling Swimming Pool
• 24-Hour Fitness Facility
• Basketball Court  • Pet Friendly Community
• Children’s Playscape  • Large, Open Areas
• Picnic Gazebo  • Well-kept Landscaping

Saddlebrook is in the perfect location between San Antonio and Austin. 
We offer peaceful, country living right at the city's doorstep.

Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price  Sq. ft. Agent Agency

78610 Country Ridge 111 Tori Drive 3br/2ba $195,000  2,076 Marsha Perkins Team Price Real Estate

78610 Coves of Cimarron 12700 Azalea Circle 3br/2ba $235,000  1,936 Jaymes Willoughby Keller Williams Realty

78610 Elliott Ranch 576 Little Bear Road 5br/3ba $429,500  4,019 Craig Sanderson Keller Williams Realty

78610 Elm Grove 332 Oyster Creek 4br/2ba $248,349  2,110 April Maki Sisu Realty & Associates

78610 Garlic Creek West 2082 Cornelia Trimble 4br/4ba $330,000  3,323 Debora Flores Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78610 Green Meadows 2481 Green Meadows 3br/2ba $175,000  2,645 David Raesz Keller Williams Realty

78610 Hillside Terrace 105 Regina Drive 3br/2ba $90,000  1,120 Josefina Lopez Keller Williams Realty

78610 Meadow Park 2312 Intrepid Drive 3br/2ba $207,300  1,772 Earl Price Team Price Real Estate

78610 Meadows/Buda 258 Snow Owl Hollow 3br/2ba $209,629  2,020 April Maki Sisu Realty & Associates

78610 Oak Forest 520 Oak Forest Drive 4br/2ba $317,500  2,206 Lorraine Seymour Private Label Realty

78610 Ruby Ranch 801 Clark Cove 4br/4ba $599,900  5,575 Jaymes Willoughby Keller Williams Realty

78610 Shadow Creek 224 Dark Horse Lane 4br/2ba $159,000  1,766 Albert Tagle Keller Williams Realty

78640 Amberwood 1212 Cherrywood 4br/2ba $164,900  1,604 Adrianne McEwen Keller Williams Realty

78640 Arroyo Ranch 767 Bella Vista Circle 4br/2ba $290,000  3,284 Jackie Maloy Keller Williams Realty

78640 Bunton Creek 1072 Twin Estates Drive 3br/2ba $182,500  1,740 Eric Hegwer J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78640 Four Seasons 479 Fall Circle 3br/2ba $169,900  1,763 John Lairsen Travis Real Estate

78640 Four Seasons 322 Summer Drive 4br/2ba $162,000  1,963 Marsha Lebkowsky Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78640 Green Pastures 808 Green Pastures Drive 4br/3ba $146,000  3,063 Janice Shelby Atlas Realty

78640 Hometown Kyle 496 Hometown Parkway 3br/2ba $179,500  1,857 Mike Minns Atlas Realty

78640 Kensington Trails 176 Waterloo Drive 3br/2ba $137,900  1,364 Ann Skunda Keller Williams Realty

78640 Plum Creek 1121 Sanders 5br/3ba $209,900  2,399 Jaymes Willoughby Keller Williams Realty

78640 Plum Creek 4359 Mather 4br/2ba $156,000  1,683 Clay Freeman Keller Williams Realty

78640 Spring Branch 136 Spring Branch Loop 3br/2ba $130,000  1,513 Lori Huey Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78640 Steeplechase 230 Brent Blvd. 4br/3ba $144,900  1,894 Amy Nall Realty Austin

78640 Trails Subdivision 451 Whispering Hollow Drive 4br/2ba $164,900  2,658 Morena Lale Keller Williams Realty

78666 Castle Forest 2001 Nevada St. 3br/2ba $118,000  1,154 Adrianne McEwen Keller Williams

78666 College Courts 119 E. Hillcrest Drive 3br/2ba $149,900  1,708 Mary Ann Adkisson Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates

78666 Cottonwood Creek 110 Brazoria Trail 3br/2ba $173,132  1,574 David Clinton DR Horton

78666 Garden at Willow Creek 2216 Garden Court 3br/2ba $274,900  2,462 James Walker Keller Williams SW Market Center

78666 Greendale 1011 Barbara Drive 3br/1ba $118,000  1,310 Crystal Benavides Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates

78666 Holland Park 1409 Meadow Parkway 4br/2ba $186,500  2,644 Jared English Congress Realty 

78666 Hughson Heights 101 Sierra Vista Drive 3br/2ba $219,500  1,771 Jerry Williamson Re/Max Hill Country

78666 Majestic Estates 2204 Stonehaven 3br/2ba $184,900  1,590 Brenda Damron Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates 

78666 Park North Condos 1624 Aquarena Springs Drive 2br/2ba $64,000  720 Leesa Baker Planet San Marcos

78666 Pecan Creek Condos 421 W. San Antonio St. 1br/1ba $82,000  559 Robby Roden 3Z Realty 

78666 Rio Vista Terrace 305 Riverside Drive 3br/2ba $139,900  1,558 Debbie Wallis Hurt Real Estate Group 

78666 Spring Lake Hills 205 W. Mimosa Circle 3br/2ba $269,900  2,059 Beth Knox Beth Knox Real Estate 

78666 Sunflower Acres 148 Dandelion Trail 3br/2ba $134,900  1,148 Becky Johnson Coldwell Banker First National 

78666 Tanglewood 3 Tanglewood Trail 3br/2ba $249,000  1,788 Cecily Conner McNabb & Company Real Estate Services 

78666 Thousand Oaks 1010 Thousand Oaks Loop 4br/4ba $449,000  3,306 Mark Wheelock Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates 

78666 Spring Lake Hills 7 Covey Court 3br/2ba $238,500  2,438 David Elliott David Elliott

ZIP code guide
Buda 78610
Kyle 78640
San Marcos 78666

2082 Cornelia Trimble

767 Bella Vista Circle

3 Tanglewood Trail

451 Whispering Hollow Drive

REAL ESTATE

These residential real estate listings were added to the market between 5/13/13 and 8/6/13 for Buda and Kyle and on 8/6/13 for San Marcos. The listings were included and provided by the San Marcos Board of Realtors and the Austin Board of 
Realtors. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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