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Cashier Olivia Rodriguez of Kyle scans items at Cabela’s in Buda on June 13.

By Brett Thorne
The Buda Economic Develop-

ment Corp. is working on a plan 
to help the city capture almost 
$248 million of annual retail 
sales it is currently losing to com-
peting markets in Austin, Kyle 
and San Marcos.

In January, Buda EDC Direc-
tor Ann Miller began working 
with a team of three consulting 
firms—Pegasus Planning, The 
Retail Coach and Texas Perspec-
tives—to determine how the city 
could stem the flow of sales tax 
dollars out of the city.

When it is completed in 
August, the strategic plan will 
detail what kinds of businesses 
the city should target and how 
they should be incentivized.

 “This strategic plan is going 
to focus on what are Buda’s 
strengths, what are our weak-
nesses and what are our oppor-
tunities, so we know exactly 
what businesses to go after and 
recruit,” Miller said. 

Strengths
Aaron Farmer, vice president of 

The Retail Coach, used the popu-
lation and demographics of Buda’s 
primary retail trade area to deter-
mine how much money residents 
within that area should be spend-
ing on different retail categories, 
including dining, electronics and 
general merchandise.

The retail study found that the 
city is losing money to compet-
ing markets in all but three retail 
sectors—general merchandise, 
recreational vehicles and sporting 
goods.

In addition to strong showings 
in each of those three sectors, 
according to the Texas Comptrol-
ler the city’s sales tax deposit for 
the month of May was up 26.8 
percent compared with the same 
time last year.

Miller said she attributes the 
spike in sales tax to a 24 percent 
annual growth rate in Buda’s 
residential permits from 2012 to 
2013. 

“The economy is growing and 
people are spending more money, 
and we’re experiencing a massive 
residential boom. S o as more and 
more people live in Buda and the 
surrounding area, they’re going to 
spend money here,” Miller said.  

Farmer estimates Buda’s pri-
mary retail trade area, which 
includes all of Buda and areas of 
Travis County, Kyle and unincor-
porated areas of Hays County, will 
grow from a current population 
of 63,000 to about 74,000 people 
by 2018.

The growth is going to con-
tinue, Miller said. The challenge 

for the EDC and city is to deter-
mine which businesses to bring 
along for the ride.

Opportunities
According to the first phase 

of the study, Buda’s primary 
retail trade area is missing out 
on about $63.2 million in dining 
sales, almost $40 million in elec-
tronics sales and about $42.7 mil-
lion in grocery sales. 

The study proposes four “tar-
get industries” to bolster the city’s 
economy. Those industries—hos-
pitality and tourism, office, light 

a
sh

le
y 

L
an

d
is

See Study | 27

Buda aims to increase its 
share of sales tax dollars

Projects could transform towns 
near Hays-Caldwell county line

Major developments proposed along Hwy. 21

By Wes Ferguson
A Canadian conglomerate is laying 

groundwork for the suburban transforma-
tion of more than 8,000 acres along the Hays 
and Caldwell county line.

Walton Development and Management, a 
real estate company with interests through-
out North America, is betting that Hwy. 21 
will be one of the Austin metro area’s next 
corridors for major growth. Walton is nego-
tiating development agreements for several 
projects between I-35 and SH 130, and offi-
cials in small towns such as Uhland and Nie-
derwald say they are preparing for the kind of 
population surges that have already occurred 
in communities closer to Austin.

“This is probably the biggest thing to 
ever happen to Niederwald and may be the 

See Developments | 29
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At St. David’s South Austin Medical Center, we know that every second counts when a  
patient has a blocked artery. And that the time between when she arrives at our facility and when  
her blocked artery is opened is the most critical of all. We call it door-to-balloon time and while  

the ACC recommends 90 minutes or less, we average just 45 minutes. Cardiovascular disease is the  
#1 killer of women, regardless of race. �at’s why we race to save their lives every day.

AN ARRIVAL-TO-TREATMENT TIME  

THAT’S 50%
BETTER THAN   

WHAT THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF CARDIOLOGY RECOMMENDS? 

IT WASN’T ABOUT SAVING TIME.

IT WAS ABOUT SAVING LIVES.

For a FREE physician referral, or to speak with a Registered Nurse  
about your health questions 24/7, please call (512) 478-3627 or (888) 868-2104.

©2012 St. David’s HealthCare. All rights reserved.southaustinmed.com



San Marcos | Buda | Kyle Edition • June 2013 news  3

San Marcos

Kyle

35
21

80

1626

Keeping you informed. Helping you make decisions.
This is what you need in a mortgage company.

A PNC mortgage brings you more than money.
At PNC Mortgage, we want you to feel confident that you’re making 

the right decision when buying a home. So, we do all we can to 

simplify the loan process and keep you informed.

We bring you experienced mortgage loan 
of� cers who go above and beyond to help you
through the process

We are so con� dent in our ability to close on time 
that we back our promise with a cash assurance

With PNC Mortgage Center™ we are available
24/7, helping you track the progress of your
mortgage every step of the way

An online learning center helps you learn every-
thing you can, before you make a decision, during 
the process and even agter you close your loan

To learn more, please call me.
And let’s talk about the best home loan 
options for your situation.

Chris Beltran
Market Manager
NMLS# 418640
512-750-3771
chris.beltran@pncmortgage.com
www.pncmortgage.com/austin

PNC is a registered service mark of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc (“PNC”). PNC Mortgage is a division of PNC Bank, National Association, a subsidary of PNC. All loans are 
provided by PNC Bank, National Association and are subject to credit approval and property appraisal. Rates may increase after settlement. Terms and conditions on this offer are 
subject to change without notice. PNC Mortgage Advantage is a registered trademark of the PNC Fincancial Services Group, Inc. Any payment we make pursuant to this Guarantee 
maybe reported to the IRS FORM 1099 MISC. Consult with a tax professional regarding the potential tax implications. The full terms and conditions of PNC Mortgage Advantage can 
be found at https://www.pncmortgage.com/advantage. ©2013 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved. Member FDIC

OWN FOR LESS THAN YOU RENT!
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 Mon-Fri 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.           
Sat/Sun 8 a.m. - Noon

1941 North IH35, Suite 101A
on the frontage road at Wonder World Drive 

512.353.6425                    
www.liveoakhealthpartners.com

                      Most Insu                      Most Insurance Accepted    Se Habla Espanol    ~

Walk right in.  
No appointment needed.  
Open late and weekends.
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This time of year, I 
feel the urge to get my 
hands dirty and fill 
my yard with beauti-
ful plants. Perhaps the 
myriad wildflowers 
we’ve experienced this 
year are the motivation; 
the rainbow of colors 
always brightens my day. 
I have a tendency, how-
ever, to plant without 
foresight and often end 

up with an overcrowded garden. Planning a city can 
often mirror this conundrum. City officials want to 
attract the most appealing businesses that will yield 
the greatest reward for residents, without crowding 
out existing and future structures.

In reporter Brett Thorne’s front-page story, he 
discusses the calculations that have gone into learn-
ing from Buda’s past retail mistakes and forecasting 
for future business growth. Buda touts that it is the 

Outdoor Capital of Texas, and with more and more 
developers eyeing the city for both residential and 
commercial possibilities, city officials often require 
parkland be dedicated. 

Down the road, San Marcos is in negotiations with 
Walton Development and Management to develop 
the Gas Lamp District. Editor Wes Ferguson writes 
that this will be the first development to follow the 
SmartCode architectural standards, a product of San 
Marcos’ new comprehensive plan. The SmartCode 
focuses on sustainable growth, avoiding the typical 
suburban sprawl. 

From what is already in the works in our part of 
Hays County, the future will likely bring multiuse 
developments where businesses and residents alike 
will grow and thrive.

Advanced Mobility Systems of Texas
512-295-3800 | www.advancedmobility.net
239 Commercial Dr. | Buda, TX 78610 | 866-211-8267

Wheelchair Accessible Vans & Trucks
Wheelchair & Scooter Lifts

Transfer Seats & Hand Controls

FROm ThE GENERAl mANAGER

melissa nicewarner daly
general manager

mdaly@impactnews.com

©2013 JG mEdia inc aLL riGHtS rESErvEd. no rEProduction of anY Portion 
of tHiS iSSuE iS aLLowEd witHout writtEn PErmiSSion from tHE PuBLiSHEr.
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corrections: volume 3, issue 1
• on Page 1, in an article titled “San marcos getting 
ready for population surge,” matthew Lewis is the city 
of San marcos’ director of planning and development 
services.
• on Page 27, in an article titled “city officials hope to 
end water war,” the Plum creek water System serves 
2,300 customers.

  60%   

Protect the river and environment. they make San  
marcos marvelous.

  14.6%      Encourage the sort of industry that brings 
     higher-paying jobs.

  14.6%     make sure infrastructure is in place to handle new 
     residents and traffic.

            8.8%   don’t let businesses and students overrun 
            established neighborhoods.

   2%  other. 
  

ReadeR cOmmenTs

san marcos consignment shop  
shares its success
impactnews.com/sbk

“You’re providing [women] with self-confidence, key to their 
success. Thanks for giving to our community. Will have to 
check out the shop soon!”

—reen

camPo kicks off 2040 plan development
impactnews.com/sbk

“We don’t need consultants to tell us we need more roads. 
Get on with it. Survey the land and get the bulldozers out 
there. This is a waste of money. It is pretty obvious where 
we need the roads. Just get out and drive. ... We have real 
problems here. It is hurting commerce, and it is wasting 
millions sitting in traffic.”

—Jerry Sullivan

COmmUNITy FEEDBACk
Take The pOll

lasT mOnTh’s pOll ResulTs

What types of businesses should the  
city of Buda recruit and incentivize?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/sbk-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

When San Marcos leaders plan for 
growth, what should be their top priority?

results from an unscientific web survey collected 5/13/13–6/04/13
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of special-occasion and prom wear. The 
business also features an event venue with 
a 100-person capacity. 512-295-2903.  
www.thebridaltapestry.com 

5  Co-owners Sara Nadeau and Lance 
Gill opened the Brick Oven Bistro, 1904 
Old RR 12, San Marcos, in early June. The 
restaurant serves tacos, burgers, coffee and 
ice cream. Delivery service is also available 
for some menu items. 512-392-3080

6  Owner Ginny Smith opened Stinky 
Dawg Self Serve Dog Wash, 145 S. LBJ 
Drive, San Marcos, on May 17. Customers 
can wash their own dog with supplies 
provided by the company or call to set 
up an appointment with a professional 
groomer. The business also sells gourmet 
dog treats and accessories. 512-262-9482. 
www.stinkydawgwash.com. Twitter:  
@stinkydawgwash

7  Owner Michaela Kovaric opened 
Stellar Cafe, 235-A N. LBJ Drive, San 
Marcos, on April 28. The cafe features free 
Wi-Fi and serves breakfast tacos, coffee, 
frappes and 15 types of tea. 512-757-8569.  
www.thestellarcafe.com

Coming Soon

8  Del Taco, 660 E. Hopkins St., San 
Marcos, will open in mid- to late June. The 
restaurant offers items such as burritos, 
quesadillas, hamburgers and crinkle-cut 
french fries. 512-392-5665.  
www.deltaco.com. Twitter: @deltaco

9  Owner Parvez Badarpura will open 
Foodbox, 115 Wonder World Drive, San 
Marcos, in August. The family-owned 
business will have groceries, coffee and 
eight gas pumps.

Relocations

10  Quantum Materials Corp. moved 
into Texas State University’s STAR Park, 
3055 Hunter Road, San Marcos, on June 
1. The company has an exclusive license 
to use a unique semiconductor material 
in biological imaging and LED displays. 

Now Open

1  Water Works Auto Spa, 22287 I-35, 
Kyle, opened in mid-June. The car wash 
features interior and exterior cleaning, 
detailing, leather treatment, engine 
cleaning and more.  
www.waterworksautospa.com 

2  Panera Bread, 2315 S. I-35, San 

Marcos, opened May 31. Managed by 
Justin Willcockson, the restaurant serves 
sandwiches, soups, salads,  and a variety of 
pastries and breads. 512-392-9909. www.
panerabread.com. Twitter: @panerabread

3  Hays CISD officials held a ribbon 
cutting for the WELL Clinic, 3839 E. 
FM 150, on June 17. The clinic offers 
immunizations, physical exams and other 

medical services for Hays CISD students 
and their siblings younger than 18.  
512-268-5218. www.hayscisd.net

4  The Bridal Tapestry, 606 Main St., 
Buda, held a grand opening and ribbon 
cutting May 16. The store offers a wide 
range of wedding services and products, 
including bridal wear alterations, sales 
of bridal wear and tuxedos, and rentals 
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SNUGTOPS • TRAILERS
TRUCK ACCESSORIES • SHEDS

Stone’s 
Trailers

Proud Dealer of 
SnugTop for 

over 20 years! 2001 N. IH-35 | San Marcos, TX 78666 
M-F 9a.m. - 5p.m. | Sat. 9a.m. - 2p.m.

512-353-8244
StonesTrailers.com

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Coupon must be present. Expires 7/17/13

Jump into our
SUMMER SAVINGS
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www.qmcdots.com. Twitter: @qmcdots

On May 1, Leslie Simmons, a licensed 
clinical social worker, moved Plum 
Creek Counseling & Psychotherapy to 
802 W. Center St., Kyle. Simmons has 
more than 16 years’ experience providing 
counseling and psychotherapy for 
those suffering from grief, loss, anxiety, 
depression, relationship issues and more. 
512-660-8006. www.lcstherapy.com 

School Notes

On June 10, Dr. Howell Wright was hired 
as San Marcos CISD’s new assistant 
superintendent for curriculum, instruction 
and accountability. Wright had been the 
superintendent of Rockdale ISD before 
resigning March 28. www.smcisd.net

New Management

11  Elizabeth Delgado took over as 
museum manager at the LBJ Museum of 
San Marcos, 131 N. Guadalupe St., San 
Marcos, on May 2. Delgado replaces Bill 
Cunningham, who retired in April after 
holding the position for three years. The 
museum features exhibits and artifacts 
from President Lyndon Baines Johnson’s 
time as a student at what was then 
Southwest Texas State Teachers College.  
512-353-3300. www.lbjmuseum.com 

Anniversaries

12  Advanced Mobility Systems of Texas, 
239 Commercial Drive, Buda, celebrates its 
second anniversary in June. The company 
sells wheelchair-accessible vehicles and 
installs wheelchair lifts, driving controls 
and more. 512-295-3800.  
www.advancedmobility.net

13  Ascot Travel, 1920-A Corporate 
Drive, Ste. 204, San Marcos, celebrated 
its 30th anniversary June 13. The travel 
agency, which has been run by the same 
family for three generations, can arrange 
trips by land or sea for individuals and 
groups traveling on leisure or business. 
512-353-3636. www.ascottravel.com 

14  GameStop, 5167 Kyle Center Drive, 
No. 120, Kyle, celebrates its second 
anniversary in June. The company buys 
and sells used games and electronics 
including cell phones, game systems, 
tablets and more. 512-268-0190. 
www.gamestop.com

15  Marbridge, 2310 Bliss Spillar Road, 
Manchaca, celebrated its 60th anniversary 
June 1. The community provides 
residential care and vocational, life skills 
and wellness training for adults with 
disabilities. 512-282-1144.  
www.marbridge.org 

16  Nexus Medical, 101 Thermon 
Drive, San Marcos, celebrated its fourth 
anniversary June 15. The company provides 
medical and legal reviews to insurance 
companies, attorneys, third-party claims 
administrators and employers.  
512-216-6711. www.nexmc.com 

17  Co-owners Kristin Springer and 
Darby Rodriguez will celebrate the first 
anniversary of Second Chance Unique 
Consignment Furniture and Home 
Decor, 121 Hall Professional Circle, 
Ste. D, Kyle, with an open house June 
22. 512-268-1700. www.facebook.com/
secondchancehomefurnishings

18  Sperry Topsider/Saucony, 3939 S. 
I-35, Ste. 930, San Marcos, celebrated its 
second anniversary June 14. The store offers 
Sperry Topsiders, flats and wedges as well as 
running shoes, apparel and equipment. 512-
392-6253. www.sperrytopsider.com,  
www.saucony.com

19  Co-owners Julie Renfro and Reno 
Lanzillotti celebrated the first anniversary 
of Tavern on Main, 116 N. Main St., Buda, 
on June 15. The restaurant features a full 
bar, beer garden and variety of appetizers, 
sandwiches and entrees. 512-295-0121.

Expansions

20  The Kyle Area Chamber of 
Commerce hosted a ribbon cutting for 
the new Kyle Police Department offices 

at 111 N. Front St., Kyle, on May 16. 
The 8,000-square-foot office houses the 
patrol, criminal investigation, records 
and special services divisions and 
features training and briefing rooms. 
Other offices will remain at the previous 
location at 300 W. Center St. 512-268-0859. 
www.cityofkyle.com/police

Name Change

21  Hair Express, 214 University Drive, San 
Marcos, changed its name to University 
Barber and Beauty Salon in May.  
512-353-6666

Closings

22  Co-owners Celena McGuill and India 
Moore closed the Lovebaked Cupcakes 
trailer at Mimi’s Trailer Park Eatery, 310 
N. Guadalupe St., San Marcos, on May 
17. Moore and McGuill will now focus 
on catering special events. 512-843-2801. 
www.lovebakedcupcakes.com

23  Villarina’s Pasta & Fine Foods, 101B 
Hall Professional Center, Kyle, closed 
March 28. Owner John Imperial said he 
will reopen this summer in Austin.  
www.villarinas.com

In the News

Buda City Council will start meeting 
at 6:30 p.m. for its regular meetings 
beginning July 1. Council voted 6-1 on 
May 7 to move meetings up to the new 
time. Councilman Ron Fletcher provided 
the dissenting vote. www.ci.buda.tx.us

Community Service

Hays County residents may participate 
in the 23rd annual Summer Fan Drive 
by dropping off fans at fire stations in 
San Marcos. Family Eldercare, an Austin 
organization providing assistance to 
seniors and people with disabilities, 
expects to deliver the 75,000th fan to  
a Central Texas resident or family this 
summer. 512-459-4326.  
www.summerfandrive.org news or questions about San marcos, Buda or Kyle? 

E-mail sbknews@impactnews.com.

compiled by Wes Ferguson and Brett Thorne

Nurse Candace Reeves and Hays CISD hosted a 
ribbon cutting for the WELL Clinic on June 17. 

3

The Bridal Tapestry in Buda offers a range of 
wedding services and products.

4

Ginny Smith operates Stinky Dawg Self Serve 
Dog Wash on South LBJ Drive in San Marcos.

6

Michael Kelton serves coffee, tea, breakfast tacos 
and more at Stellar Cafe in San Marcos. 
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(512) 396-3388

709 S. Interstate 35 
San Marcos, TX

Hours of Operation: 
Mon–Thurs 8:30am–7pm

 Fri–Sat 9am–6:30pm

www.harbisonautosales.com

(

7

Lowest Down payments in the business!
Low monthly payments!

Everyone is approved for fi nancing!
Se habla espanol!

7
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www.BalconesPain.com
AUSTIN:
4544 South Lamar Blvd., 
Ste. 700
Austin, TX 78745

BUDA:
1760 FM  967, 
Ste. B
Buda, TX 78610

LAKEWAY:
200 Medical Parkway, 
Ste. 380
Lakeway, TX 78734

MARBLE FALLS:
1706 Hwy. 1431 West
Marble Falls, TX 78654

512-396-5466
CITY PARK

San Marcos, Texas
Monday to Sunday 10am-7pm
www.tubesanmarcos.com

lets go tubing!!

E. Hopkins St.

Charles Austin St.

Aq

uarena Springs D
r.

The San Marcos River is one of the most loved family recreation areas for several reasons. 
The constant 72 degree water comes from the beautiful, natural Aquarena Springs and helps 

create the relaxing atmosphere and gorgeous scenery. The river creates an environment 
harmonizing nature and families. The river chute at Rio Vista Dam has been revitalized to 

repair the dam naturally by creating new rapids that blend environment with refreshing fun!

AWARD WINNING ARTISTS!

PROFESSIONAL BODY PIERCING
OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

512.392.0838
237 N. LBJ DR.

ONE BLOCK FROM THE SQUARE

WWW.CLASSICTATTOOTX.COM

STOP RENTING & Buy a Brand New
                      Home!                    

Buying a new 
home today is 

easier and faster 
than you ever 

thought.

Payments from

Per Month*
*Based on 4.000% (4.558% APR), 30-year � xed rate, 0% down payment†, $161,990 sales price. 
Estimate of monthly taxes and insurance premiums is $440. Estimate is subject to change. Payment 
obligation may be greater. Financing available through Universal American Mortgage Company.

Payments from

PPer MMMon
$1,229

$0 Downpayment &zero closing
costs †

New Model Now Open!
Woodlands 
    Park

512-504-3166
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HCC President Bobbi Ryder said two 
recent pushes by the organization have 
involved enforcement of leash laws and 
improvement of sidewalks along the 
roads east of I-35. In April, the organiza-
tion surveyed residents of northeastern 
Hays County about their health and 
exercise needs and found that those two 
issues were deterring many residents 
from getting daily exercise. 

“One of the things that came out in 
our needs assessment was, ‘Do you feel 
safe walking on sidewalks?’” Ryder said. 
“Their response was, ‘What sidewalks?’ 
The other answer to that question was, 
‘No, we don’t, because there are a lot of 
dogs hanging around that are not on 
leashes.’”

Effecting change can be expensive, and 
to help defray those costs the organiza-
tion applied for and received a grant from 
the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention that will amount to $740,000 over 
five years and will allow HCC to continue 
its outreach efforts. 

Ryder said she hopes by organizing and 
empowering residents to effect change 
in their communities, sidewalks will get 
built, laws will be enforced and residents 

CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065

2013 Volvo S60 T5 FWD
$279mo 2

**Up to $1,000 in 
extra incentive cash!

2013 Legacy 2.5i CVT 
Premium Sedan
$188mo 1

Zero Down Payment!

2013 Audi A4 2.0T 
FWD Multitronic
$359mo3

First Month’s Payment Paid by Audi

2012 Panamera 
4 Demo
$79,9994

1 - Subaru - Model DAD. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $188, � nal pymt / residual = $12,955. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,555. Stk# Z8539. All lease payments include tax credits while supplies last. Available with approved credit on select models in lieu of any other 
o� er.Dealer participation may a� ect � nal negotiated price. All pictures for illustration only. O� ers expire 6/30/13.  2 - Volvo - Lease the FWD now for: $279 per month for 24 months** with $2,628 cash due at signing *48 months at $21 per month per $1,000 � nanced.  **$1,000 includes application of $1,000 Volvo Loyalty Bonus  ***No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $279, based on $32,795 MSRP of 2013 S60 T5 FWD, includes desti-
nation charge and application of $500 Loyalty Bonus. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile.  Expires June 30, 2013.  Lease payment per month assumes application of $500 Loyalty Bonus. Loyalty Bonus is $500 towards a lease and $1,000 towards a purchase. Customer eligibility requirements must be met for Loyalty Bonus o� er. Please see retailer for details.Advertised lease payments and � nancing 
excludes taxes, title, and regis. fees and is available for quali� ed customers based on FICO score through Volvo Car Financial Services.  Lease payment per month assumes application of $500 Loyalty Bonus. Loyalty Bonus is $500 towards a lease and $1,000 towards a purchase. Customer eligibility requirements must be met for Loyalty Bonus o� er.  3 - Audi -39 mo. closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services. First month 
payment paid by Audi on select models. A4 Stk# D0559 based on MSRP $36,330 with Heated Front Seats, Polished Exhaust Tips, Audi Guard Textile Mats, Convenience & Lighting Pkg and First Aid Kit. $2,999 down + $695 acquisition fee + $0 security deposit = $3,335 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $18,528.30. 38 monthly payments of $359. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by 
dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Pictures shown with optional equipment for illustration only. O� ers expire 6-30-13. 4 - Porsche - Limited inventory.  Call for available vehicles.  Expires 6/30/13.

Seton adjusts to health care changes
Medical center in Kyle increases emphasis on preventive efforts

By Brett Thorne 
Seton Medical Center Hays is expand-

ing its focus on preventive care in 
response to the Affordable Care Act and 
the changing health care environment, 
said Herb Dyer, vice president and chief 
operating officer of the hospital.

Because of decreasing payouts from 
Medicare, Medicaid and insurance 
companies, patients are putting off non-
emergency procedures, which has lowered 
the bottom lines of hospitals throughout 
the nation, Dyer said. 

“Our Seton system has seen a reduction 
in volume—we have 11 acute-care hos-
pitals—and we’ve seen across-the-board 
reductions in volume,” Dyer said. “We’re 
not seeing as many patients or as many 
procedures in the operating room. People 
are making conscious decisions about 
whether or not to do things, especially if 
they can delay it.”

The reduced volume has forced the 
hospital to reduce some staff members’ 
hours, but it has not resorted to layoffs, 
Dyer said. 

Hays County’s growth has kept Seton 
Hays from seeing a decline in patient vol-
ume, but Dyer said because the Affordable 
Care Act—also known as Obamacare—is 
accomplishing its goal of lowering health 
care costs to the patient, which in turn low-
ers the hospital’s bottom line, Seton offi-
cials are keeping a close eye on expenses.

Preventive care
In an effort to more efficiently allocate 

resources, the hospital has put what Dyer 
calls a stronger focus on preventive care, 
including procedures and practices aimed 
at keeping patients who are not experi-
encing medical emergencies out of the 
emergency department.  

“The [emergency room] is costlier, 
and it’s not a preventive approach to that 
person’s health care needs,” Dyer said. 
“An emergency department should be for 

emergency purposes.”
The hospital’s preventive care methods 

include discharge phone calls, in which a 
nurse checks in with a recently discharged 
patient to ensure that the patient is main-
taining his or her medication regimen 
and seeing a specialist regularly, and con-
necting patients with family practitioners.

The ACA holds hospitals accountable 
for 30 days after a patient is discharged. If 
a patient is readmitted within that period, 
the hospital will receive a deduction in its 
Medicare and Medicaid reimbursements.

“It incentivizes as well, having physi-
cians in the hospital who can work col-
laboratively to make sure that that patient 
is taken care of properly, discharged 
appropriately and managed in an appro-
priate way after they’re discharged so they 
don’t end up back in the hospital unneces-
sarily,” Dyer said.  

Partnerships
The hospital’s preventive care focus 

has also included the formation of 
partnerships aimed at leveraging Seton’s 
resources with grass-roots organizations 
such as Healthy Communities Collabora-
tive, a group of health care organizations 
and individuals partnering to provide 
better access to health care for residents 
in northeastern Hays County.

Dyer, who serves on the board of HCC, 
said the organization has played a major 
role in helping the hospital increase its 
focus on preventive care. In 2010, HCC 
was instrumental in bringing Commu-
nicare, a San Antonio–based health care 
provider that has partnered with Seton to 
provide its patients with a family practi-
tioner, to Hays County. 

Some of the organization’s efforts are 
put toward connecting patients with doc-
tors and educating residents about main-
taining good health, but much of what 
HCC does happens away from hospitals 
and doctor’s offices. 
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Senobia Rodriguez [left] attends a free breast cancer screening in Buda on June 10. Seton Healthcare, 
which has been focusing on preventive care, provided Hays County residents with mammographies. 

Seton hays patient  
volume by fiscal year

2,328 [2010]*

4,618 [2011]

5,359 [2012]

6,085 [2013]*

Source: Seton medical center Hays

* Open nine 
months in 2010; 
annualized  
data for 2013

east of I-35 will feel safe enough to walk 
around their neighborhoods. That exer-
cise might be enough to keep them from 
developing health issues that will land 
them with costly hospital bills. 

 “We see a growing trend,” Ryder said. 
“Being overweight and being obese is the 
cornerstone to an array of health ail-
ments including cardiac issues, diabetes 
[and] hypertension, and all of them can 
be tracked back to weight management.”
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Offering Nursing & Rehabilitation Care 
Outpatient Therapy Care | Hospice Care | Respite Stays

• Providing Long-Term 
& Skilled Care

• Observation Rooms
• Semi-Private Rooms 

furnished with a � at-screen 
TV, cable, & a private shower 
with heating element

• Outpatient Therapy Care Unit 
featuring the most state-of-
the-art therapy equipment 
available anywhere

1640 Fairway • Kyle, TX 78640
T: (512) 268-1003 • F: (512) 268-1132
www.legendhc.com

Kohler’s Crossing
2770Jack C Hays Trail

Fairway

“I could not have asked for a more friendly and 
caring staff,” said Vernon McDonald. Mr. McDonald 
said the food was great and he enjoyed happy 
hour. He was also impressed with the cleanliness 
of the facility. Mr. McDonald expressed that he 
would “definitely come back to the facility” if he 
needed to in the future, and would recommend the 
facility to family and friends.

FIGHT CANCER

1-888-864-I CAN (4226) 

www.HowAustinFightsCancer.com

• 33,000  patients have been treated since 2006.

• 42   board-certifi ed physicians offer a full range of services, including medical oncology, hematology, radiation oncology, 
gynecologic oncology, neurologic oncology, sarcoma and orthopaedic oncology and breast surgery.

• 46 cancer therapies have been FDA-approved as a result of our research.

• 32 open clinical research trials, including Phase 1 and NCI-funded studies.

• 6 leading-edge radiation oncology centers.

• #1 leader in community-based genetic risk evaluation and testing in the nation.

Learn more about the comprehensive cancer care you can receive at HowAustinFightsCancer.com.

THE LATEST TREATMENTS ARE RIGHT HERE, RIGHT NOW.

AUSTIN  •  BASTROP  •  CEDAR PARK  •  HARKER HEIGHTS  •  KYLE  •  LAKEWAY  

MARBLE FALLS  •  ROUND ROCK  •  SAN MARCOS  •  SMITHVILLE

Comprehensive cancer care 
is right here in Austin.
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SAN mARCOS An Austin real estate 
developer is partnering with the State of 
Texas to propose a 922-acre project along 
the east side of I-35 from Yarrington Road 
to the Blanco River.

Plans for Whisper Texas include mostly 
commercial, residential and multifamily 
uses.

On June 4, City Council members 
formed a subcommittee to consider a 
request by developer Robert W. McDon-
ald III and the State of Texas, which owns 
more than 500 acres of the proposed 
development, to create a public improve-
ment district, or PID, on the property.

Under terms of the request, the PID 
would be jointly managed by the develop-
ers and the city, and it would issue  
$18 million in bonds to assist with costs 
for the project’s utilities and roadways. 

The bond debt would be repaid by a new 
assessment collected on future property 
owners. The city did not set a schedule for 
responding to the request.

SAN mARCOS San Marcos is the fastest-
growing large city in the United States, the 
U.S. Census Bureau announced May 23.

From July 2011 to July 2012, the city’s 
estimated population swelled to 50,001, 
an increase of 4.9 percent, the Census 
Bureau reported.

Mayor Daniel Guerrero said the 
announcement provided a “mathematical 
indication” for a trend that San Marcos 

officials had already observed.
“I don’t think this growth was unan-

ticipated,” Guerrero said. “If you look 
at the trends over the last 10 to 15 years, 
everything was always going in this direc-
tion, and we’re trying to make sure we’re 
keeping up with appropriate investments 
to prepare for that growth.”

Eight of the 15 fastest-growing cit-
ies with populations of at least 50,000 

people were in Texas, the Census Bureau 
reported.  

SAN mARCOS On June 4, San 
Marcos City Manager Jim Nuse 
said he will resign at the end of the 
city’s fiscal year, Sept. 30.

Nuse asked City Council 
members to consider assistant city 
managers Steve Parker and Col-
lette Jamison for his replacement. 

He said his successor should focus 
on the city’s middle class.

“I think the biggest challenge 
is going to be the improvement of 
opportunities for the middle-class 
workers—the people that sit next to 
you in church and coach your kid 
in soccer—and really finding an 

opportunity and a place for them,” 
he said. “That comes with jobs, a 
good school system and solid city 
infrastructure.”

Nuse has been San Marcos’ city 
manager since December 2010. 
Before that, he worked for the city 
of Round Rock for 27 years.

CITy & COuNTy
News from San Marcos, Buda, Kyle and Hays County compiled by Wes Ferguson and Brett Thorne

Hays County official addresses November ballot errors in Buda races

Developer planning 922-acre project on I-35

Census Bureau: San Marcos the fastest-growing large city in nation

City Manager Jim Nuse announces resignation at close of fiscal year

Benninghoff wins 
City Council runoff

BUDA When voters in Buda headed to 
the polls for November’s general election, 
some experienced clerical errors and were 
given the wrong ballot.

At Buda City Council’s meeting June 
4, Hays County Elections Administrator 
Joyce Cowan presented the findings of an 
elections office review that determined 

“the number of ballots affected by the 
issue was not large enough to impact the 
outcome of any races.”

Eileen Altmiller, who won her seat on 
Buda City Council in November, said she 
saw the issue play out during the election.

“Someone came up to me after they 
voted, hugged me and said they voted for 

me, and I knew that they did not live in 
the city limits,” Altmiller said.

Cowan attributed the errors to redis-
tricting that split Buda into two districts. 

“We had to move some Buda residents 
into another precinct,” she said.

Cowan said steps were being taken to 
avoid any issues in future elections.

kylE  On June 1, 
Chad Benning-
hoff won a runoff 
election with 55.5 
percent of the vote 
to take the District 
3 seat on Kyle City 
Council.

Benninghoff, 
who received 242 votes, defeated Joe 
Bacon, who received 44.5 percent, or 
194 votes.

The runoff election was called after 
neither candidate received a majority of 
the vote in the general election May 11.

Chad Benninghoff

Commissioners offer 
updates, opinions  
on state of county
hAyS COUNTy 
On May 28, Hays 
County com-
missioners Ray 
Whisenant and 
Mark Jones said 
they believe things 
are looking positive 
for Hays County, 
one of the fastest-growing counties in 
Central Texas.

Whisenant, Precinct 4 commis-
sioner, and Jones, the Precinct 2 com-
missioner, spoke to more than 150 
city officials, residents and business 
leaders gathered at the Plum Creek 
Country Club about the challenges 
and opportunities facing the county.

“Since [Jones and I] took office in 
2011, we have not had to raise the tax 
rate in Hays County,” Whisenant said. 
“There are a number of things that 
figure into that, and we like to think 
it’s good management, but we also live 
in one of the fastest-growing counties 
in Central Texas. We have a lot of good 
employees that work for Hays County.”

According to a May 16 report from 
the U.S. Census Bureau, Buda, Kyle 
and San Marcos had the second-, 
fifth- and seventh-fastest growth rates 
respectively in Central Texas between 
2011 and 2012.

Ray Whisenant

Jim Nuse

Buda City Council
121 Main St. | 512-312-0084
www.ci.buda.tx.us
Meets at 7 p.m. the first and  
third Tuesday of each month

Kyle City Council
100 W. Center St. | 512-262-1010
www.cityofkyle.com
Meets at 7 p.m. the first and third  
Tuesday of each month 
Live webcasts of meetings:
www.ustream.tv/channel/kyle-city-council

San Marcos City Council
630 E. Hopkins St. | 512-393-8000
www.sanmarcostx.gov
Meets at 6 p.m. the first and third  
Tuesday of each month
Live webcasts of meetings:  
www.ci.san-marcos.tx.us/videos 

Hays County
111 E. San Antonio St., San Marcos
512-393-2205 | www.co.hays.tx.us
Meets at 9 a.m. each Tuesday
Live webcasts of meetings: 
www.co.hays.tx.us/commcourtlive

Tweetings
For instant coverage of 
these meetings, follow 
us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_sbk

TweetingsMeetings

Whisper Texas proposed land uses

Source: Project consultant doucet & associates
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Pradeep S. Mohan, M.D.

512.353.6444   
www.liveoakaesthetics.com

1305 Wonder World Drive in San Marcos

Dr. Mohan is a Plastic and Reconstruc-
tive Surgeon.  He completed a General 
Surgery Residency and is also fellowship 
trained in Hand and Reconstructive 
Microsurgery. He is Board Certified by 
the American Board of Plastic Surgery. 

SURGICAL PROCEDURES

l Breast augmentation, lift, reduction 
l Tummy tuck
l Liposuction/liposculpture
l Arm lift, eye lift, face lift, nose shaping, 
     brow lift, thigh lift
l Post-bariatric surgery
l Reconstruction including breast, upper 
     and lower extremity, facial and wound
l Hand and wrist surgery
l Compression neuropathies
l Botox  , facial filler

AT LIVE OAK HEALTH PARTNERS

R

Because Confidence is Beautiful.
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Gentiva accepts patients for care regardless of age, race, color national origin, religion, sex, disability, being a qualified disabled veteran, being a qualified disabled
veteran of the Vietnam era, or any other category protected by law, or decisions regarding advance directives. © 2011 Gentiva Health Services, Inc.  MKT3144

We believe that every moment matters. Maybe that’s why so many 
families believe in us when it comes to choosing a hospice  
provider. For more information or to receive our free DVD, 
“Hospice and Your Loved One,”  
call 512-392-9138.

gentiva.com/hospice

AT ThE CAPITOL
News from the 83rd Legislative Session

By karen Brooks harper 
capitol correspondent

Lawmakers take on accountability, 
testing, curriculum in public schools

The education of 4.3 million 
public school students is one of 
the state’s top priorities, with some 
of the biggest battles in the Capitol 
raging over private school vouch-
ers, curriculum, graduation rates, 
school accountability, teacher pay 
and how to fund it all. 

This session, lawmakers turned 
their attention to the quality of 
education and passed sweeping 
changes for the state. 

Funding
Lawmakers reached a deal  

May 26 to restore $3.9 billion in 
public education funding. Two 
years ago, more than $5 billion 
was cut during a budget crunch.

“The schoolchildren, parents 
and taxpayers of Texas have won 
an important first battle in the 
effort to restore the disastrous 
cuts,” said Sen. Wendy Davis, 
D-Fort Worth, who forced the 
Legislature into a special session 
in 2011 to protest the cuts. 

Testing changes
Both Republicans and Demo-

crats said one of the biggest 
complaints they heard between 
sessions was that students in the 
state’s 1,400 high schools were 
taking too many tests. Another 
complaint: Nearly half the ninth-
graders in the state failed at least 
one of the state’s mandatory 
achievement tests.

Under the State of Texas Assess-
ments of Academic Readiness sys-
tem that began with the 2011–12 
ninth-grade class, students took 
15 end-of-course exams in 12 sub-
jects before they could graduate.

With House Bill 5, the state will 

Focus on Education rEForm

Rep. Larry  
Gonzales
R-Round Rock

“House Bill 5 allows 
some flexibility in curriculum devel-
opment to keep these 14-year-olds 
and 15-year-olds engaged and happy 
to come to school. That is at the core 
of what HB5 will eventually be known 
for, which is [decreasing] the dropout 
rate and making sure kids have 
something to come to school for.”

Sen. Donna 
Campbell
R-New Braunfels

“Education is truly 
the civil rights issue of today. It is the 
great equalizer. It allows our children 
to become career-ready, which then 
gives us a workforce that supports 
our economic development, which 
drives the economy of our state 
and strengthens our families. It’s all 
rolled into one.”

Rep. Marsha 
Farney
R-Georgetown

on her proposal to 
require students to take a personal 
finance course: “Many times, we 
will [graduate students] who may be 
adequately prepared to go to college 
or to a career but may not know 
how to handle [one of] the most 
fundamental and essential things in 
life, which is how to manage your 
own personal finances.”

Rep. Jason 
Isaac
R-Dripping Springs

on his bill to increase 
school and parental powers: “[The 
bill would have given] school districts 
the flexibility to manage their own 
curriculum, teachers the freedom to 
attend to the needs of their students, 
and parents the ability to have more 
say in ensuring the best education 
for their children, driving competition, 
innovation and excellence.”

Rep. Mark 
Strama
D-Austin

“By not measuring 
achievement on a standard basis 
beyond algebra I and English II, we 
will have an increasing challenge 
with students whose transcripts say 
they are prepared for college-level 
work but who are forced to take 
costly remedial classes beginning 
their higher education.”

now reduce that to five standard-
ized tests: English I, English II, 
algebra I, biology and U.S. history. 
Districts can also offer diagnostic 
tests in algebra II and English 
III that will not count toward 
accountability ratings.

Rep. Larry Gonzales, R-Round 
Rock, was appointed to the com-
mittee assigned to hammer out dif-
ferences between House and Senate 
versions of the education bills. 

“One of the most important 
things that House Bill 5 addresses 
is dropout rates and truancy 
rates,” he said. “If we are holding 
these kids accountable for 15 end-
of-course exams that they’re hav-
ing trouble passing, at some point 
they just stop coming to school.” 

Graduation standards
The House and Senate also 

changed graduation standards in 
legislation passed just before the 
regular session ended May 27. 

The current system with mini-
mum, recognized and advanced 
degrees has been lauded as leading 
to record-high graduation rates 
but has been criticized for turning 
out low-performing graduates.

“[Low graduation] is a loom-
ing crisis because of our aging 
workforce,” Bill Hammond, 
president of the Texas Association 
of Business, told a judge during 
the school finance trial earlier this 
year. “It will be devastating.”

The House and Senate agreed 
on a 24-credit foundation high 
school program that allows for 
endorsements—specialty desig-
nations or emphases in areas such 
as art, science or math—so fresh-
men to tailor their curriculum to 

suit future career choices. 
Lawmakers rejected a plan 

favored by Houston Republican 
Sen. Dan Patrick, chairman of 
the Senate Education Committee, 
which would have required four 
years each of math, science, Eng-
lish and social studies but allowed 
for specialties in certain areas.

Parental power
One proposal by Dripping 

Springs Republican Rep. Jason 
Isaac would have thrown out the 
1,100-page state education code in 
favor of a 62-page document that 
allowed schools to opt out of state 
mandates and develop their own 

curricula, including a section that 
empowered parents to improve or 
punish the schools not succeeding. 

The measure did not pass, but 
Isaac said it was an important idea 
to debate.

School accountability
Schools and districts cur-

rently undergo an annual rating 
system based on the EOC test 
scores. They then receive a rating: 
Exemplary, Recognized, Academi-
cally Acceptable or Academically 
Unacceptable.

Individual campuses will still 
be subject to the four-label system, 
but a new rating system approved 

House Bill 5, by Rep. Jimmie Don 
Aycock, R-Killeen, was just one of 
many education-related proposals 
before lawmakers this session. 

The bill addressed graduation 
requirements, testing and school 
accountability ratings. 

Lawmakers also considered bills 
that included proposals related 
to parental power, curriculum 
development and the Teacher 
Retirement System of Texas.

Here is what some area legislators 
had to say about proposed changes 
to public education.

by the House and Senate changes 
that to an A–F rating for school 
districts; those ratings are based 
on academic and financial perfor-
mance as well as on community 
and student engagement. 

The importance of adequate 
assessment cannot be overstated, 
said Sen. Donna Campbell, 
R-New Braunfels.

“I think what we’re seeing is 
that we still have kids failing 
school, and we still have schools 
that are failing,” she said. “When 
you have a child that is trapped in 
a failing school, who’s accountable 
for that, and what are we doing as 
legislators who are accountable?”

512.458.2558 ext. 1002
*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Terms and 
conditions apply.

The Choice 

Is Yours. 

Home Equity Loans 

2.89 
as 

low 
as 

% 
APR1

A home equity loan may be the best 
solution for your financial needs. 

Contact us today to find out how!  
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The Chamber welcomes new Hays CISD Superintendent, Michael McKie!!

South of City Hall • Under the Live Oak Tree • Across from Garcias

121 N Main St. in Buda, Texas
   www.facebook.com/dbfma

wwww.budafarmersmarket.com

$1 o�  any purchase
from any vendor!

One coupon per customer per visit. 
Expires 7-17-13.

Fresh, Local & Delicious!
EVERY SATURDAY 9AM-12PM 
MARCH THROUGH OCTOBER

Proud SuPPorterS

of Education

ONE FREE 
Trial Class

Coupon must be present. 
Offer expires 7-17-13.

512-295-3667 | 1019 Main St. • Buda, TX | www.danceunlimitedbuda.com

• Ballet    
• Tap
• Jazz
• Gymnastics 
• Lyrical
• Cheer
• Hip Hop

• Mommy & Me  
• Pointe
• Performance 
• Teams
• Birthday 
   Parties   
• Dancewear

• Acrobatics
• Latin Ballroom
• Dancer’s 
   Workshops
• Classical 
• Stretch &
   Essentrics
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E3 Alliance’s message: 
Missing school matters

By kelli Weldon 
If school districts throughout Central 

Texas could increase attendance by 2 
percentage points, local schools could get 
$34 million in state funding, according 
to Susan Dawson, president and execu-
tive director of the nonprofit organiza-
tion E3 Alliance.

That’s the message that the Austin-
based organization hopes to spread with 
the introduction of its task force for 
Missing School Matters, a regionwide 
campaign to increase awareness of the 
importance of attendance. Hilary Kou-
hana, the district attendance officer for 
San Marcos CISD, said school officials 
are taking note.

“Those were eye-opening numbers, 
in the millions of dollars for Central 
Texas,” Kouhana said. “The average 
student misses so many days per year, 
and state funding is based upon students 
in school.”

E3 Alliance is a regional, data-driven 
education collaborative that aims to 
improve education, which in turn drives 
regional economic prosperity. E3 met 
with superintendents across Central 
Texas and asked what issues they should 
tackle, and attendance was superinten-
dents’ top suggestion, Dawson said. By 
2014, the group hopes to increase atten-
dance by 2 percentage points overall in 
12 Central Texas districts including Hays 
CISD and San Marcos CISD.

“We’ve proven that we can do that, and 
in the schools that were concentrating 

on partnering with us last fall [for our 
Get Schooled Attendance Challenge], 
the average attendance increase was 2 
percentage points. So if we can get that 
across the region, it’s going to have a 
huge impact,” Dawson said.

In April, E3 launched a task force of 
21 parents, educators, business leaders 
and community members to help lead 
the campaign. Volunteer task force co-
chairwoman Amy Jones said the group’s 
goal will be to mobilize this summer and 
inform the public.

“We’re going to be addressing sub-
groups in a variety of different [ways, for 
example]—back-to-school nights, PTAs, 
church groups, nonprofits like the Boys & 
Girls Clubs and Communities in Schools 
or Big Brothers Big Sisters … so that 
everyone in our community is talking 
about the fact that missing school matters, 
and there are small things that we can all 
do to make a difference,” Jones said.

Fall attendance challenge
As part of MSM, E3 partnered with 

the Get Schooled Foundation to invite 
schools to participate in the nationwide 
Get Schooled Fall Attendance Challenge.

In the 2012 competition with 300 
schools nationwide, Stony Point  
High School in RRISD was named the 
National Grand Champion by increasing 
attendance 5 percentage points com-
pared with the prior year, according to 
E3 Communications Director  
Rick L’Amie.

MSM has a limited budget, L’Amie 
said, so the nonprofit is counting on 
people in the community to help drive 
the campaign’s message home.

Task force co-chairwoman Lauren 
Paver said E3 has a successful track 
record of doing research, making data-
driven decisions and working with 
effective partners to improve education 
locally.

“I believe education is the ticket 
that can change somebody’s situation, 
typically for the better,” she said. “I’m 
confident that if I dedicate the precious 
time that I have toward an initiative, this 
is the right initiative to do this with.”

Explaining absenteeism
As part of the MSM initiative, E3 also 

recently completed collecting data from 
nine schools in Pflugerville ISD and 
Hays CISD about reasons for absentee-
ism to determine whether the top excuse 
is illness, transportation issues, work 
schedule conflicts or simply students 
skipping class.

“So for the first time that we can tell 
in the country, we’re doing a legitimate, 
statistically valid sample that’s a valid 
research base to understand why kids are 
absent,” Dawson said.

“If a kid is sick, they’re sick. But there’s 
a huge difference between [if] they have 
fever and they’re contagious and you 
want them to be at home versus they 
have asthma, and for a $15 inhaler we 
could have them in school 10 more days 
a year,” she said.

Kouhana said it will take a community 
and districtwide effort to have a signifi-
cant effect on the school’s attendance rate.

“It’s kind of like the leaky dike. You 
plug one hole and get a kid back to 
school, and three or more holes spring 
up,” she said. “It’s really educating par-
ents as to attendance and how it impacts 
things. It’s a change of behavior both on 
the parents’ part and on the students’ 
part.”

More information is available at www.
e3alliance.org and www.missingschool 
matters.org.

*Exceptions include: School board–sanctioned activity, doctor’s appointment 
with note, attending a required court appearance, taking part in a u.S. 
naturalization oath ceremony, sounding taps at a military funeral in texas to  
honor a deceased veteran and observing religious holy days

missing 10% or more days = chronic absenteeism

if a high school student misses more than 10% 
of days in a course, the student cannot receive 
credit for that course.

Source: E3 alliance analysis of 2011-12 data from 35 school districts in central texas, collected at the Education research center 
at the university of texas 

50%
Students who 
miss six or more 
days of class 
per year

State funding central texas schools 
could receive if regional attendance 
rate increases by 2 percentage points.

$34 million$34 million$34 million

2.4M absences in 
central texas 
schools per year

       Central Texas

Attendance 
statistics

Ninth-graders who do 
not have the necessary 
credits to move on to 
10th grade:

1. Have 4 times as many 
absences as students 
who move forward

2. are  10 times as likely 
to drop out of school 
than students who 
moved forward

Absences:
it does not matter if they are excused or unexcused—
the school loses funding for that student for that day.*

    

Hays CISd, San Marcos CISd participate in 
Central texas organization’s program to 
improve students’ attendance rates 

21195-B IH-35 North • Ste 201 • Kyle, TX 78640
512.268.0000 • www.kylept.com 

You have a choice when it 
comes to your treatment.

Reach. Your. Peak. 

PHYSICAL THERAPY &
SPORTS MEDICINE CENTER

Brent Blvd.

Kyle Pkwy.

35

Bunton Creek Rd.



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com16  news

district scores by grade
2011–12 State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) results

Grade 3 Reading 80% Math 65%

Grade 4 Reading 75% Math 58%

Grade 5 Reading 78% Math 75%

Grade 6 Reading 74% Math 77%

Grade 7 Reading 74% Math 68%

Grade 8 Reading 79% Math 69%

Grade 9 Reading: Eng. I 71%, Eng. II N/A, Eng. III 31% Algebra I 87%, Algebra II 100%, Geometry 97%

2011–12 Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) results

Grade 10 English language arts 89% Math 68%

Grade 11 English language arts 92% Math 86%
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2011–12 STAAR results by grade
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1 Blanco Vista 613 63.3% 76% 56% 74% 62% 56% 71% 67% 66% 18

2 Buda 473 36.4% 86% 67% 67% 64% 53% 84% 82% 89% 16

3 Camino Real 588 86.4% 83% 69% 64% 44% 48% 78% 75% 59% 14, 17

4 Carpenter Hill 631 12.6% 93% 80% 87% 70% 75% 91% 82% 80% 16

5 Elm Grove 506 12.6% 89% 79% 96% 66% 84% 92% 77% 80% 16

6 Fuentes 641 49.3% 85% 64% 74% 67% 72% 72% 76% 70% 15

7 Green 597 73.2% 70% 66% 88% 54% 61% 64% 70% 44% 14

8 Hemphill 897 88.4% 71% 65% 60% 51% 49% 55% 52% 55% 17

9 Kyle 673 44.7% 72% 50% 67% 51% 63% 75% 70% 61% 18

10 Negley 773 18.1% 91% 76% 80% 67% 75% 90% 77% 85% 14

11 Pfluger 486 46.5% 66% 49% 73% 52% 71% 73% 89% 72% 14, 15

12 Science Hall 635 68.3% 67% 64% 73% 46% 54% 73% 64% 75% 15, 17

13 Tobias 573 49.6% 70% 53% 83% 52% 61% 77% 85% 72% 15, 17, 18

2011–12 statistics State District
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4Economically disadvantaged 59.2% 49.3%

Limited English Proficiency (LEP) 16.9% 14.3%

Average annual salary of teachers $48,638 $43,803
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14 Barton 850 46.4% 77% 74% 70% 60% 55% 81% 70% 69% 74% 99% 19

15 Chapa 633 56.1% 67% 73% 72% 62% 64% 79% 72% 70% 59% 100% 20

16 Dahlstrom 753 21% 90% 91% 88% 89% 83% 87% 79% 79% 62% 100% 19

17 Simon 551 80.9% 60% 64% 64% 67% 52% 59% 61% 63% 36% 95% 19,20

18 Wallace 806 55.3% 71% 78% 74% 63% 63% 83% 61% 65% 53% 93% 20
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2011–12 STAAR results by grade 2011–12 TAKS results by grade

9th 10th 11th

Al
ge

br
a 

I

Ge
om

et
ry

Al
ge

br
a 

II

Bi
ol

og
y

Ch
em

is
tr

y

Ph
ys

ic
s

English I English II English III

W
or

ld
 

Ge
og

ra
ph

y

W
or

ld
 

Hi
st

or
y

U.
S.

 H
is

to
ry

En
gl

is
h 

La
ng

. A
rt

s

M
at

h

Sc
ie

nc
e

So
ci

al
 

St
ud

ie
s

En
gl

is
h 

La
ng

. A
rt

s

M
at

h

Sc
ie

nc
e

So
ci

al
 

St
ud

ie
s

Re
ad

in
g

W
rit

in
g

Re
ad

in
g

W
rit

in
g

Re
ad

in
g

W
rit

in
g

19 Hays 2,009 N/A 92% 100% N/A 95% N/A 65% 76% 61% N/A N/A N/A N/A 93% 58% 55% 92% 80% 81% 93% 92% 91% 95% 97%

20 Lehman 2,044 55.7% 76% 91% N/A 88% 54% N/A 67% 46% N/A N/A 31% 13% 83% N/A N/A 86% 57% 63% 90% 91% 83% 90% 95%

New hays CISD superintendent to start work July 1
By Brett Thorne 

Michael McKie, interim superintendent of Fort Bend ISD, was announced May 1 as 
the lone finalist for the Hays CISD superintendent position. McKie is a former teacher 
who has spent more than 30 years in education, and he has worked as Fort Bend’s assis-
tant superintendent for high schools. The Hays CISD board of trustees offered McKie 
a contract at its meeting May 23 following a search process in which it received 111 
applications. McKie will start July 1.

What would you like your legacy to 
be at Fort Bend ISD?

Simply put: that I’ve made a difference 
in the lives of countless students and par-
ents in the community. That people would 
think of me as someone who really cared 
about the children that we served and the 
community that I’ve lived in for many 
years and that it’s a better place.

Was there anything about hays 
CISD that stuck out to you when you 
decided to apply?

I think the size of the school district 
was impressive. When you’re looking 
at 16,000-plus [students], I think that’s 
a perfect-size school district when you 
look at things you’re able to accomplish 
versus working in a larger system like 

Fort Bend. It may be a little more dif-
ficult to navigate the district in a certain 
direction just because of the size and 
number of people who are in the orga-
nization. Of course the growth is very 
exciting to me as well. I’ve been in Fort 
Bend for a number of years, and I’ve seen 
our district grow and mature and almost 
double in size.

What is your plan to familiarize 
yourself with your new district?

I have a fairly detailed entry plan. I’ve 
shared a copy of that with the board. 
I’ll be hitting the ground listening and 
learning. I’ll be meeting with a vari-
ety of internal stakeholders. That’s the 
senior leadership team, the board, other 
directors, coordinators, teachers, former 

teachers of the year, transportation [and] 
bus drivers. Likewise, on the community 
side, I’ll be meeting with a variety of 
external stakeholders. The county com-
missioners, the mayors, those folks are 
very involved. Students are a part of that, 
too, especially high school students and 
middle school students; they’re mature 
enough to sit down and talk to you and 
really get a feel for what they’re thinking.

Does going from the seventh-
largest district in the state to the 
sixth-fastest growing district 
change your job at all?

I don’t think it changes my job at all. 
I’ve learned a great deal about systems 
and processes, so there are a variety of 
tools in my tool chest that I know I’m 
going to be able to use, and they’ll obvi-
ously work to my advantage as far as 
moving from a large system to a smaller 
system, but I think the same skill set is 
required. I’ve been very fortunate to be 
in a large system, and I think I’ll find 
that very valuable as I move into the 
smaller system.
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Incoming Hays CISD Superintendent Michael McKie 
addresses Lehman High School graduates June 5.
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Next Race: 
June 29th, 6PM
Gates at 4PM • Races at 6PM

24801 I-35
Kyle, TX 78640

Take Exit 210
(Yarrington Rd.)

35

Yarrington Rd.

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Offer good 
for GA tickets only. Kids 12 and under always FREE. 

Must present coupon at gate. Offer Expires 11/17/13.

4 Tickets, 4 Hotdogs, 
4 Drinks: ONLY $49

No se puede combinar con ninguna otra oferta. La oferta es válida para las en-
tradas de GA solamente. Menores que tienen 12 anos o menos siempre pueden 
entrar gratis.  Debe presentar el cupón en la puerta. La oferta termina 17/11/13.

4 entradas, 4 perritos 
calientes, 4 bebidas: 

solamente $49  

2013 NASCAR Races: June 29, July 27, August 24, September 21, and November 16

info@centexspeedway.com
CenTexSpeedway.com

Hays CISd school boundaries

Hays CISd feeder pattern
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district scores by grade
2011–12 State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) results

Grade 3 Reading 80% Math 70%

Grade 4 Reading 81% Math 79%

Grade 5 Reading 72% Math 78%

Grade 6 Reading 71% Math 80%

Grade 7 Reading 74% Math 76%

Grade 8 Reading 81% Math 72%

Grade 9 Reading: Eng. I 64%, Eng. II N/A, Eng. III 49% Algebra I 72%, Algebra II 100%, Geometry 93%

2011–12 Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) results

Grade 10 English language arts 89% Math 65%

Grade 11 English language arts 90% Math 80%
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2011–12 STAAR results by grade
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1 Bowie 635 74.8% 88% 70% 84% 85% 73% 79% 85% 79% 7

2 Crockett 581 59.9% 90% 81% 83% 77% 71% 76% 86% 83% 8

3 De Zavala 589 78.4% 77% 74% 82% 81% 64% 67% 74% 61% 7

4 Hernandez 750 81.5% 78% 60% 84% 84% 69% 70% 68% 76% 8

5 Mendez 495 89.7% 69% 52% 75% 68% 59% 62% 61% 50% 8

6 Travis 628 78.7% 76% 71% 76% 79% 64% 74% 87% 75% 7

2011–12 statistics State District
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Limited English Proficiency (LEP) 16.9% 8.4%

Average annual salary of teachers $48,638 $47,545
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2011–12 STAAR results by grade

Fe
ed

er
 s

ch
oo

ls

6th 7th 8th

Re
ad

in
g

M
at

h

Re
ad

in
g

M
at

h

W
rit

in
g

Re
ad

in
g

M
at

h

Sc
ie

nc
e

So
ci

al
 

St
ud

ie
s

Al
ge

br
a 

I

Ge
om

et
ry

7  Goodnight 958 69.8% 71% 81% 77% 77% 72% 81% 71% 60% 43% 97% 100% 9

8  Miller 687 65.4% 71% 78% 71% 74% 63% 82% 73% 68% 52% 96% 100% 9
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2011–12 STAAR results by grade 2011–12 TAKS results by grade
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9 San Marcos 2,133 59.4% 51% 91% 100% 79% N/A N/A 64% 43% N/A N/A N/A N/A 76% N/A N/A 89% 65% 70% 94% 90% 80% 91% 98%
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SMCISd feeder pattern
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By Wes Ferguson
In October, San Marcos CISD officials 

are planning to begin construction of a 
new athletic stadium and at least three 
other projects approved by voters in the  
May 11 election.

Addressing the board of trustees at a 
June 10 meeting, the district’s architects 
said construction of the new stadium, 
high school multipurpose center, prekin-
dergarten facility and Phoenix Learn-
ing Center are scheduled to conclude in 
August 2015. While Superintendent Mark 

Eads said he believes the prekindergarten 
facility will have the biggest effect on the 
district’s students, he said he has heard 
from many San Marcos residents who are 
most excited about the stadium.

“I’ve had people who voted against the 
bond tell me they’re glad the bond passed 
because we needed a new stadium,” he 
said.

Board members voted unanimously 
to approve the schematic designs for the 
projects. Bidding is scheduled to open in 
late August.

District set to begin project 
construction in October

Education  
sponsor San MarcoS 

acadeMy
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San Marcos high School athletic complex

baseball
fieldsofTball 

fieldsan 
marcos

high  
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San Marcos CISD is moving 
forward with plans to build an 
athletic stadium and student 
activity center and will install 
artificial turf for San Marcos 
High School’s existing softball, 
baseball and practice fields.

stadium features: Seat-
ing for 5,000 home spectators 
and 3,000 visiting spectators, 
4,500-square-foot press box 
and locker rooms 
cost: $18.4 million

activity center  
features: 60-yard indoor 
practice field, gym, weight 
room, lockers and offices 
cost: $13.6 million

Source: San Marcos CISD
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children have the opportunity to participate  
in educational activities and games. door 
prizes include a 2009 mercury mariner hybrid 
Suv, two $500 Kohl’s gift cards, televisions, 
and washers and dryers. 8–10:30 a.m. free. 
Hays ciSd Performing arts center, 979 
Kohler’s crossing, Kyle. 888-554-4732.  
www.pec.coop/annualmeeting.  
twitter: @pedernalescoop

22 Cruisin’ With AuFM
the show features a cappella 

unlimited, an award-winning women’s chorus 
based in San marcos. the group of more 
than 30 women sings songs from around the 
radio dial in the barbershop style. the chorus 
is accompanied by the barbershop quartets 
Spoiler alert! and Essence. matinee: 3 p.m. 
$15. Evening show: 7 p.m. $20.  
dick’s classic Garage car museum,  
120 Stagecoach trail, San marcos.  
512-878-2406. www.acappellaunlimited.org

23 Sunday Cinema and Social
the Heritage association of 

San marcos hosts a screening of “the 
101 ranch: the Story of the Kuykendall 
family,” a documentary about a woman 
and her daughter who operated an 
11,000-acre ranch west of Buda. a 
reception with cookies and cobbler takes 
place on the Hays county courthouse 
lawn following the screening. attendees 
can also learn more about the county’s 
history at the Hays county museum.  
2 p.m. free. texas music theater, 120 E. 
San antonio St., San marcos. 512-667-
7216. www.heritagesanmarcos.org
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Summerfest
the city of San marcos hosts 
a community celebration for 
independence day. the event features 
live entertainment, food booths, 
children’s activities, a children’s 
costume competition and parade.  
6–10 p.m. free. San marcos Plaza 
Park, 202 n. cm allen Parkway,  
San marcos. 512-393-8400.  
www.summerfestsanmarcos.com

Red, White and Buda 
Independence Day celebration
Buda’s July fourth celebration 
features a children’s parade followed 
by activities at city Park. decorated 
bikes, wagons, scooters, strollers  
and more can take a short parade 
route to city Park. concessions 
provided by the Buda area chamber 
of commerce can be enjoyed while 
watching a 9:30 p.m. fireworks show at 
city Park. Leashed and licensed pets 
are also welcome. 8:30 a.m.–9:30 p.m. 
free. Buda city Park, 204 San antonio 
St., Buda. 512-295-7170.  
www.ci.buda.tx.us

Kyle Independence  
Day Celebration
the city of Kyle hosts a fireworks 
show at the Plum creek Golf course, 
which features live music and food. 
Pre-fireworks celebration: 6–9 p.m. 
fireworks begin at nightfall, about  
9:30 p.m. free. Plum creek Golf 
course, 750 Kohler’s crossing,  
Kyle. 512-262-3939.  
www.cityofkyle.com/recreation

June

22 2013 PEC annual meeting
Pedernales Electric cooperative 

members receive reports regarding the 
cooperative’s activities during the past year. 

CALENDAR
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July Fourth events
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27 through 30 
Luling Watermelon Thump

Participate in seed-spitting and melon-
eating contests, watch as judges 
choose the grand champion Black 
diamond watermelon and listen to live 
performances by artists such as the randy 
rogers Band and turnpike troubadours. 
June 27: 5:30 p.m. free. June 28:  
5:30 p.m. $5 ($15 after 7 p.m.). June 29: 
10 a.m. free ($10 after 1 p.m., $20 after 
8 p.m.). June 30: 1 p.m. free. Luling 
watermelon thump world Headquarters, 
421 E. davis St., Luling. 830-875-3214. 
www.watermelonthump.com

Comprehensive, Local, Expert Podiatric Care for Adults and Children

www.ThePodiatryGroup.com

Medical and surgical treatments for disorders 
affecting the foot and ankle:

• Heel pain/plantar fasciitis

• Foot and ankle trauma

• Diabetic ulcers & wound care

• Flatfoot/Fallen arches

• Corns/Calluses

• Pediatric foot care

• Achilles tendonitis

• Soft tissue masses/cysts

• Tarsal tunnel syndrome

• Ankle Sprains

• Foot dermatology including 

fungus & warts

• Running injuries & 

Sports Medicine

• Senior walking problems

• Ingrown toenails

• Bunions/Hammertoes

• Toe deformities

• Neuromas Jeff Henke, DPM
Diplomate, American Board of Podiatric Surgery

Certi� ed in Foot Surgery

Located in  
Hays Surgery Center

512-268-FOOT (3668)

135 Bunton Creek Rd., Suite 300, Kyle

We Offer Great Deals on 
Pre-Owned Vehicles & RVs! 
In-House Financing Available!

REFER A 
FRIEND GET 

$100 OFF 
YOUR NEXT 
PAYMENT! 

$100 OFF

35

2001

Buda

967
1626

512-295-3642
17100 IH 35
Buda, TX 78610
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 
9am-6pm 
Sun: Closed

www.grif� nmotors-buda.com
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   Life at our community provides an ideal balance of 
supportive services and personalized health care with an 
active, engaged lifestyle. Whether it’s knitting with new 
friends, participating in favorite pastimes, or discovering 
new adventures, you’ll have the opportunity to connect 
with those who share your interests, empowering you to 
lead a fulfilling and rewarding life.

We’d love for you to continue your story at Horizon Bay.

For more information or to schedule
your personal visit, call (877) 748-9846 today!

Knit One, Purl Two
isn’t the only thing that connects us.

® Reg. U.S. Patent and TM Office  20462-RES22-1212-VH

Personalized Assisted Living
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care 

1720 Ranch Road 12
San Marcos, Texas 78666

(877) 748-9846

www.brookdaleliving.com
Facility Nos. 050254, 050255

Your story continues here...

compiled by melanie dutschke and alex Pernice 

Cheatham Street Warehouse
119 cheatham St., San marcos, 512-
353-3777, www.cheathamstreet.com, 
twitter: @cheathamstreet
June
 20  foscoe Jones
 21  Hill country Gentlemen  
 22  Six market Blvd.
July
 2  will arrington Band  
 6  adam Johnson Band
 13  the fossils

Riley’s Tavern
8894 fm 1102, Hunter, 512-392-3132, 
www.rileystavern.com, twitter:  
@rileystavern
June
 20  Gerry’s Kids
 28  Peewee moore
July
 3  tyler cannon
 17  michael fletcher

Summer in the Park music series
San marcos Plaza Park, 206 n. cm allen 
Parkway, San marcos, 512-393-8400
June
 20 terri Hendrix
 27  those nights
July
 4  San marcos Summerfest
 11  Soul track mind

Triple Crown
206 n. Edward Gary St., San marcos, 
512-396-2236, www.triplecrownlive.com, 
twitter: @triplecrownlive 
June
 22  Grant Ewing cd release
 29  Hognose, the organics
July
 3  ike Eichenberg
 6  Ethereal architect
 10  trio del rio
 12  Ghosts of dixie

Singer-songwriter terri Hendrix 
is based in San marcos.

Sponsored by

find more or submit San marcos, 
Buda or Kyle events at  
www.impactnews.com/sbk-calendar.

to have San marcos, Buda or Kyle 
events considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by the 
fourth friday of the month.

online calendar
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              lIVE mUSIC

27 Speakeasy on the Square
Sponsored by Leadership San marcos, 

the benefit raises money for a new sign at the 
LBJ museum of San marcos and celebrates the 
36th president’s college years in San marcos. 
Participants dressed in “Great Gatsby”/jazz age 
attire and enjoy stories from President Lyndon 
B. Johnson’s time in San marcos. 5:30–8 p.m. 
$25 ($40 per couple). LBJ museum of San 
marcos, 131 n. Guadalupe St., San marcos. 
512-353-3300. www.lbjmuseum.com. twitter:  
@lbjmuseum 

28 through 30  
BIGfest

texas country artists perform in a historic 
venue to raise funds for the cheatham 
Street warehouse music foundation. 
radio free texas broadcasts the 
event live. artists and schedule to be 
announced. $8–$15 (one-day tickets), 
$25–$30 (three-day pass). cheatham 
Street warehouse, 119 cheatham St., 
San marcos. 512-353-3777. http://bigfest.
cheathamstreetfoundation.org

29 Central Texas Speedway  
race weekend

watch races for 10 different classes of vehicles 
including bandoleros, dwarf cars and naScar 
trucks. attendees can also enjoy beach 
volleyball, food vendors, horseshoes and live 
music. 5:30 p.m. (gates open at 3 p.m.). $12–
$35 (free for children 12 and younger). central 
texas Speedway, 24801 i-35, Kyle. 512-828-
6478. www.centexspeedway.com/events

July

05 Fired up About Reading
San marcos firefighters introduce 

children to a red rescue engine and read stories 
as part of the city of San marcos’ summer 
reading program. 10 a.m. free. San marcos 
Public Library, 625 E. Hopkins St., San marcos. 
512-393-8200. www.sanmarcostx.gov

07 Triple Crown Milestone 
Celebration

the venue, which bills itself as “the Live 
music capital of San marcos,” celebrates 
its 6,000th consecutive day of live music. 
the event features free food and music 
from wasted Youth, Bill Jerram and others. 
2–6 p.m. free. triple crown, 206 n. Edward 
Gary St., San marcos. 512-396-2236. www.
triplecrownlive.com

13 Art unhitched
this art market, sponsored by art2art 

and the San marcos arts commission, features 
live music and food from local vendors. 
mediums on display include jewelry, ceramics, 
scarves, paintings and more. 11 a.m.–4 p.m. 
free. Behind the Hitch: a mobile Eatery, 312 
E. Hopkins St., San marcos. 512-393-8400. 
www.facebook.com/artssmtx
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B efore it burned to the ground in 
2002, the Bon Ton Meat Market & 
Country Store had been a fixture of 

downtown Kyle for 76 years.
The old-fashioned general store was a 

place where Kyle residents swapped the 
day’s gossip, ate barbecue, purchased 
groceries, tried on new sets of clothes and 
even bought farm and ranch equipment, 
recalls owner Craig Fuller, who took over 
the business from his father, Fox, in 1994.

“When I was young, it was kind of the 
hub for a lot of social and business stuff in 
the community,” Craig said. “There were a 
lot of people who would meet there every 
afternoon to socialize and visit.”

With about 30 employees on the payroll, 
he figures the Bon Ton was the second-
largest employer in Kyle, behind only Hays 
CISD. But the Bon Ton’s fortunes changed 
overnight on Nov. 27, 2002. Near quitting 
time, a manager smelled smoke coming 
from the men’s restroom, and he discov-
ered a fire in the trash can.

“He put it out with a fire extinguisher, 
but it had already got in the ceiling and 
just raced across the ceiling,” Craig said. 
“Before they realized it, the whole building 
was almost engulfed. It was all they could 
do to get out of there.”

Craig said he arrived at the store five 
minutes later to find the biggest fire he had 
ever seen. An investigator later told him 
that someone had tossed a cigarette into 
the trash can.

“I was in shock for about two weeks,” he 
said. “I was just numb.”

After talking to a few of his longtime 
employees, however, Craig said he decided 
to rebuild the store at a new location in 
Kyle. When he was unable to gain city 
approval to build at a new site he had pur-
chased, he sold the property and eventually 

Bon Ton Meat Market  
& Country Store 
owner says move to uhland ‘worked out’

Bon Ton Meat Market 
& Country Store

Grist m
ill rd.

old Spanish trail

old Lockhart rd.

21

115 S. camino real (Hwy. 21), uhland
512-398-3810
www.facebook.com/bontonmeatmarket
Hours of operation: mon.–thu. 8 a.m.–7 
p.m., Sat. 7 a.m.–7 p.m., Sun. 8 a.m.–5 p.m.

Craig Fuller has owned the Bon Ton Meat Market & Country Store since taking over the business from his 
father in 1994. He moved it to Uhland in 2004 after the Kyle location burned in 2002.

Eddie Krueger has been cutting meat at the Bon 
Ton for nine years.

For decades, the Bon Ton (left) was on Center 
Street in downtown Kyle.
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By Wes Ferguson

BuSINESS

Market information
what does “bon ton” mean? it’s french 
for “good taste” or “elegant style.”

where was the bon Ton before it 
burned? the store was in the half block 
now occupied by Kyle city Hall at 100 w. 
center St.

who is the bon Ton’s longest-tenured 
employee? Katie arnold has operated 
the store’s cash register for nearly four 
decades, although she started in the 
barbecue room in the early 1970s.

Beaucoup memories
• 1926: Business partners Lex word, alex 

Kercheville and Jack Sledge open the Bon 
ton in downtown Kyle. word buys out his 
partners soon thereafter.

• 1950s: the Bon ton donates store space for 
a reading room, becoming Kyle’s first library.

• 1968: fox fuller leaves his job as a meat 
cutter at Hughson meat co. in San marcos to 
purchase the Bon ton.

• 1994: fox’s son craig takes over the busi-
ness after working for his father for nearly a 
decade.

• nov. 27, 2002: the business is destroyed by 
a fire that began in the men’s restroom.

• may 24, 2004: the Bon ton reopens on 
Hwy. 21 in uhland.

settled on the rural community of Uhland, 
about 7 miles to the east.

The Bon Ton reopened May 24, 2004, 
in a 10,000-square-foot building near the 
intersection of Hwy. 21 and Grist Mill 
Road. Today, the store employs 10 people 
and offers meats and sausages, daily barbe-
cue plates, spices and seasonings mixed in-
house, as well as staples such as produce, 
dairy and eggs.

“It’s different,” he said. “In Kyle, we 
had the same people every day. Here, our 
customer count is much lower, and some 
people we only see once every month, 
but as a rule they usually buy more when 
they’re here. I have customers who travel 
Hwy. 21, and they’ll stop by one time and 
check us out, and the next time they’ll 
bring an ice chest and buy a lot.”

The Bon Ton continues to offer practical 
items such as work gloves, and Fuller said 
the Bon Ton processed nearly 1,000 deer 
during the most recent hunting season. 

Other than increasing promotions for 
the stuffed jalapeños, summer sausage 
and other items that he and his employees 
make on-site, Fuller said he has no plans to 
change the Bon Ton’s way of business.

“We took a chance, and it worked out,” 
he said. “I feel really lucky.”
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749-1514
105 E Hopkins
San Marcos
Open 7days a week
www.hayscoout� tters.com

E Hopkins St.N. Guadalupe St.

E San Antonio St.

The Square

Gruene Outfi tters has expanded 
into San Marcos!

Visit Hays Co. Outfi tters on the square!

$25 OFF
any purchase 

over $100
Includes sale items. 

Offer expires 
7-17-2013.

I f Reno Lanzillotti and Julie Renfro, 
co-owners of Tavern on Main in 
Buda, needed a lesson in business, 

their newest restaurant has provided them 
with plenty of learning opportunities.

Tavern on Main celebrated its first 
anniversary June 15 and has become a 
popular late-night spot in Buda, nor-
mally serving food and drinks until 11 
p.m. or midnight, Renfro said.

Things haven’t always gone so 
smoothly for the restaurateur duo.

Customers flocked to Tavern on Main’s 
grand opening in 2012 and were allowed 
to order anything they wanted off the 
menu free of charge.

“They ordered everything on the 
menu, but two weeks following that, they 
didn’t order anything off the menu,” 
Lanzillotti said. 

The duo decided their menu was in 
need of a makeover. Things such as the 
shrimp cocktail with glass noodles and 
the avocado-and-orange salad were 
struck from the menu entirely. The 
bacon-wrapped bratwurst, an item that 
never seemed to tempt diners, lost its 
original “fancy” name and was rechris-
tened the Pig on a Stick, Lanzillotti said. 
It has become one of their signature 
dishes.

Lanzillotti and Renfro’s other Buda 
restaurant, Nonna Gina’s, opened in 
2008.  

Lanzillotti, whose culinary credentials 
include stints running his own pasta 
shop, acting as sous chef at Austin’s Mez-
zaluna Italian restaurant and launching 
the kitchen at the Hyatt Lost Pines in 
Cedar Creek, said he wanted Tavern on 
Main to stick out from the day it opened.

“I didn’t want to be another burger joint,” 
Lanzillotti said. “You can get a burger 
anywhere. I thought the customer base 
would be tired of it and they would need 
something refreshing, but they wanted 

Tavern on Main
eatery adapts menu to suit customer base

DINING

True to its name, Tavern on Main is situated on Main Street across from Buda’s City Hall. The tavern 
opened in June 2012.

Patrons gather at the bar in Tavern on Main, which also offers live music, a beer garden and dinner menu 
featuring items such as a bacon-wrapped Pig on a Stick.

Tavern on Main’s specialties include a hamburger topped with porchetta, served with a side of house-
made cole slaw (left), and steak fries.
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By Brett Thorne

burgers. They wanted cheeseburgers.”
Lanzillotti’s answer to his customers’ 

desire for the classic dish goes beyond 
the traditional beef patty on a bun. 
Customers can order their burger with 
a range of customizable options such as 
bacon, four kinds of cheese and a variety 
of sauces. When Lanzillotti makes 
himself a burger, he prepares it with the 
restaurant’s hormone-free beef, a bun 
courtesy of Kyle-based The New World 
Bakery and a slice of porchetta—pork 
belly stuffed with tenderloin and cooked 
crispy—to top it off.

Lanzillotti and Renfro have been able to 
watch the city’s burgeoning nightlife from 
their two restaurants on Main Street.

“Our vision was to give people an 
adult setting to come and eat dinner,” 
Renfro said. “Everyone has very quickly 
said, ‘Yes, that’s exactly what we needed, 
thank you very much, and I’ll bring my 
friends.’”

The pair recently added live music and 
a beer garden to the restaurant’s offer-
ings. Lanzillotti said they are not content 
to stop there. 

“This is basically a dream come true, 
having your own place, cooking what-
ever I’ve always wanted to cook,” Lanzil-
lotti said. “That’s what this came out to 
be. This is not where we want to stop. We 
want more.”

A la carte

Tavern on Main

old San 
antonio rd.

main St.

35

116 main St., Buda
512-295-1021
Hours of operation:  
tue.–Sat. 11 a.m.–midnight, Sun. 4–10 p.m. 
closed mon.

restaurants  
owned by  

reno Lanzillotti  
and Julie renfro

8 beers 
on tap

12 beers 
in cans and bottles

reno Lanzillotti 
has been in the 

food service  
industry
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From left: Girlstart employees Brittany Dahl, Deputy Director Julie Shannan, Executive Director Tamara 
Hudgins, Kristi Anderson, Sharlym Aquino and Katelyn Wamsted bolster girls to study STEM.
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Girlstart
Group encourages pursuit of science, math

At Girlstart, girls are encouraged to 
be girly and geeky at the same   
 time. 

The organization’s brightly painted facil-
ity in Austin has supplies to introduce girls 
to a variety of science, technology, engi-
neering and math, or STEM, applications. 

“Technology is very much geared to 
men,” Girlstart Deputy Director Julie 
Shannan said. “You look at the colors 
of computers, and they’re very gray and 
black. When Girlstart came on the scene, 
we put the sparkle in STEM.”

Girlstart opened in 1997, and today it 
brings STEM training to almost 12,000 
girls a year through its after-school and 
summer camp programs, where girls can 
learn about and experiment with robotics, 
3-D model building, video game design, 
astronomy and more. 

The nonprofit hosts after-school pro-
grams in 40 campuses, including Hemphill 
and Pfluger elementary schools in Hays 
CISD. At Hemphill Elementary, Principal 
Paige Collier said Girlstart sponsors are 
“wonderful role models” who encourage 
students who might not have otherwise 
been attracted to STEM disciplines.

“We definitely want to bring the experi-
ence of science, technology, engineering 
and math to our girls,” she said. “We want 
to make sure they have an open door to 
their future in these career fields.”

1400 w. anderson Lane, austin
512-916-4775
www.girlstart.org

By audrey Spencer and Wes Ferguson

In addition to long-term career pros-
pects, Collier said the program has had a 
more immediate effect on girls by encour-
aging them to participate in their regular 
science classrooms.

“They are able to be leaders for the rest 
of the class, because they can bring prior 
knowledge from experiments they did in 
the [after-school] club,” Collier said. “They 
do cool, innovative things.”

On May 9, Girlstart held a Starry 
Extravaganza for girls and their families 
to explore the science of the sky at Pfluger 
Elementary, and the group is hosting a day 
camp at Hemphill in late June. 

Girlstart is also expanding its reach in 
Hays CISD. In the 2013–14 academic year, 
Collier said she plans to bring the program 
to Tobias Elementary School, where she is 
being reassigned by the district.

One of the goals of the program is to 
help equalize the disproportion of males 
to females in STEM fields. A 2011 study 
by the U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Economics and Statistics Administration 
found a lack of female role models and 
gender stereotyping, among other things, 
to be possible causes for the disparity. 

“Many girls lose interest in STEM 
around third grade,” Girlstart Executive 
Director Tamara Hudgins said. “We pro-
vide girls with a place where it’s OK to have 
fun and do science.”

Girlstart also offers STEM Saturdays, 
which are free, hands-on learning experi-
ences for first- through eighth-grade girls 
meant to introduce them to the fun side of 
math and science pursuits.

“Our goal is to filter the program to 
other communities as necessary,” Hudgins 
said. “We’re deeply committed to Central 
Texas and heavily funded by individuals 
and businesses here. … We have a lot more 
to do here before we worry about going to 
other places.” At Girlstart, students participate in hands-on learning exercises in fields such as civil engineering (left), 

mechanical engineering (above right) and environmental science (right).

Participation in 2012

528
girls

attended the  
national StEm 

conference
in april

563 girls in summer camps

number of girls in  
after-school programs

of the girls 
participated 
at no cost
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Mike heiligenstein
executive director of the Central texas  
regional Mobility Authority
By annie drabicky

The Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority was created in 2002 to improve trans-
portation throughout the area. The Mobility Authority is scheduled to tackle nearly  
$2 billion in roadway projects during the next five years, including overseeing construc-
tion of the $426 million, 6.2-mile Manor Expressway project east of Austin and develop-
ment of express lanes on MoPac. Other projects include Toll 183A, Oak Hill Parkway, 
Bergstrom Expressway and shared-use paths for bicycles and pedestrians. 

Mike Heiligenstein, executive director of the Mobility Authority, said the agency has 
been committed to pedestrian-friendly transportation options since its inception.

“We’ve already got plans for a shared-use path along the US 183 Bergstrom Express-
way north of the airport, and we are working with residents in Oak Hill to identify their 
priorities for bike and pedestrian enhancements along the [Hwy.] 290 corridor,” Heili-
genstein said in an email. “Bicycle and pedestrian facilities will be part of every project 
we do moving forward.”

Heiligenstein visited Community Impact Newspaper to talk about some of the agency’s 
projects. Complete project details are at available at www.mobilityauthority.com/projects.

how would you describe the work 
the mobility Authority does?

We are a planning agency to some extent, 
but [we’re] more [of] an implementation 
agency. We’re getting things done. Our 
commitment is to get more mobility for the 
region. Just this year alone—after a long 
process—we’ve issued the contracts for the 
express lanes on MoPac, from Parmer Lane 
down to the river and back. 

What are some of the details of the 
moPac Improvement Project?

This is a difficult job, and it’s going to 
be the most complex job we do in Central 
Texas, construction-wise and behavior-wise. 

Say you’re going south [on] MoPac; right 
after Parmer Lane there would be a digital 
reader board that would say, ‘Express lane 
ahead.’ … It might be 50 cents for Segment 
1, which is to [FM] 2222. It might be [for 
example] $2 for Segment 2 down to the 
river downtown.

If you’re in that lane, you’re pay-
ing unless you’re a bus or a registered 
vanpool. It’s programmed to be pretty 
seamless, but there will be a little bit of 
turbulence. I think it’s going to take a year 
for all the training to take place [and] for 
all the driver behavior [to change]. 

We talk about that stuff a lot—what 
kind of dividers we’ll have for that lane. 
We’ve agonized over [do we use] a double 
white stripe or traffic poles? We’ve ago-
nized over reader boards, over signage… 
We have to see it the way you guys see it, 
not the way we see it. We see it so much, 
‘Oh yeah, I know what an express lane is.’ 

The lesson I’ve learned is we have to 
look at it from a user’s standpoint, not our 
standpoint.

how will these tolled express lanes 
affect commuters?

If you got on MoPac and you choose 
to use those express lanes, you can get 
in there and go 60 miles per hour all the 
way without stopping. It’s going to be an 
incredible, different experience, much 
more reliable. And that can be at 8 o’clock 
in the morning, or if you’re going home, 
it can be at 5 o’clock in the afternoon. Just 
think about being able to get on MoPac 
and be able to say, ‘I need to get some-
where,’ and go 50 miles an hour. 

Will there ever be a cap on how high 
those toll rate can go? 

No [there won’t be a cap]. Where they 
have put caps on, they’ve failed. You’ve 

paid $5 because that was the cap and 
you’re going exactly the same speed as 
that [lane] over there. … Then you can’t 
call them express lanes. You need to call 
them something else because they will  
get crowded. 

What are some other projects the 
mobility Authority is working on?

The Y at Oak Hill is a huge project.  
[US] 183 South to the airport, we can’t 
underestimate that. It’s critical because if 
and when we ever start doing the express 
lane again on I-35, we will have to have 
that [183] open. That road needs to be 
done, and that’s a huge project. Why? If 
you’re coming up either direction, but 
particularly from the south, you’re going 
to want an alternative. And I know [SH] 
130’s an alternative, but not everybody 
wants to go out that far.

In relation to Oak hill Parkway, 
some residents have expressed 
concerns that there might not be as 
much consideration given to non-toll 
options. What are your thoughts?

We will have to look at all the studies. 
Then we have to break them down into 
what’s finance-able. That project, if we did 

it all, it’s a short piece but it’s really expen-
sive work, somewhere around $400 [mil-
lion], $500 [million], $600 million. There’s 
nobody who [has] that money. And even 
on a toll basis, it’s tough. So I think we’re 
going to have to cobble together several 
buckets of money for the Y [at Oak Hill] at 
some point. It’s going to be expensive.

I’ve gotten a lot of good support from 
the environmental community for express 
lanes because you narrow the footprint. If 
that’s all you do, you start narrowing the 
footprint from, say, 12 lanes to maybe eight. 

We will look at all the alternatives and 
then submit those to the community. Then 
say, ‘What’s the appetite for a tax increase?’ 
Given all the property tax [requests] that 
are out there in the next year, it’s going to 
be difficult.

What do motorists consider most 
important?

What people will tell you [from] national 
surveys is that you may not be looking for 
the fastest route—you’re looking for the 
most reliable one. Day in and day out, I’ll 
take that route even though it’s 35 minutes 
and some days this [route] is 20 [minutes] 
but some days it’s 60 [minutes]. That’s what I 
don’t like. I don’t like not knowing. 
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COFFEE WITh IMPACT

Mike Heiligenstein, executive director of the Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority, discusses some of 
the agency’s ongoing and upcoming roadway projects. 
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Now Open
SOUThWEST AUSTIN Austin 
Oaks Hospital opened may 21. 
the 51,420-square-foot, $17 million 
facility is located at 1407 w. Stassney 
Lane. Providing mental health care 
for children and adults, the hospital 
has 80 beds, outpatient services, 
psychiatrists, psychologists and 
registered nurses on staff. 512-440-
4800. www.austinoakshospital.com

SOUThWEST AUSTIN austin’s 
fifth Noodles & Company opened 
may 8 at 5601 Brodie Lane. 
the restaurant’s menu includes 
sandwiches, soups, salads and 
noodle-based dishes with flavors 
from asia, the mediterranean and the 
u.S. 512-358-0043. www.noodles.
com. twitter: @noodlescompany

Coming Soon
SOUThWEST AUSTIN Luby’s 
Restaurant is planning to build a 
new location at 415 w. Slaughter 
Lane, according to city documents.  
it is expected to open in the fall.  
www.lubys.com. twitter: @Lubys

Relocations
DOWNTOWN AUSTIN Toy Joy, 
a toy, gift and novelty shop, moved 
from 2900 Guadalupe St. to 403 
Second St. the store closed its 
Guadalupe location in may and 
opened in early June at the new 
location. www.toyjoy.com.  
twitter: @toy_joy

Closings
CENTRAl AUSTIN Fran’s 
Hamburgers closed its location at 
1822 S. congress ave. on april 7 after 
40 years of business. tony Junk, son 
of owner frances Junk, said the fran’s 
Hamburgers location in north austin 
at 6214 cameron road will remain 
open, and the business is considering 
adding an on-site catering trailer to 
that site. 512-458-6007

REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our other editions Full stories online at impactnews.com

90-resident memory care and assisted-living facility opens near FM 1626

Austin food enterprises  
to recycle compost

Austin Roller Rink offers nostalgic fun, family-friendly entertainment

CAMPO approves 2040 population estimate

SOUThWEST AUSTIN 
Silverado Senior Living, an 
Irvine, Calif.–based company 
that specializes in assisted living 
for people who have dementia, 
opened Silverado Senior Living-
Onion Creek on Farrah Lane near 
FM 1626 in early May. 

The community, which can 

accommodate up to 90 residents, 
is the company’s first in Austin 
and eighth in Texas. 

Silverado staffers’ care philoso-
phy focuses on and re-enforces a 
resident’s strengths rather than 
his or her impairments, Silverado 
CEO Loren Shook said. 

“We’ve created a culture that is 

really supportive of everyone we 
touch,” he said.

Shook touted the company’s 
24-hour visiting hours, pet 
therapy and efforts to reduce the 
amount of psychotropic drugs 
residents take every month.

“In a typical long-term care 
situation, a resident may be on 10 

to 12 prescriptions on average,” 
he said. 

“We have an average of 5.7 
prescriptions throughout the 
company. We are able to reduce 
the amount they’re taking with-
out negative side effects, and it 
reduces costs.”
Full story by Joe Olivieri

AUSTIN All food enterprises in Austin 
are now required to recycle compostable 
material by 2017 after Austin City Coun-
cil amended an ordinance April 25. 
Dustin Fedako, co-founder of East Side 
Compost Pedallers, spoke at the coun-
cil meeting in favor of the changes.

“There’s an enormous opportunity for  
our city to move toward zero-waste [status] 
by taking advantage of finding a better 
place in the landfill for these resources,” 
Fedako said.

Compostable materials are organic materi-
als that can be decomposed under controlled 
conditions to be reused as fertilizer. Food 
enterprises are allowed to hire a company to 
remove the compost.
Full story by Peter McCrady

CENTRAl TExAS The latest popu-
lation projection forecast shows the 
six-county Central Texas region cov-
ered by the Capital Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization could swell to 
more than 4.1 million people by 2040.

On June 10, the CAMPO policy 
board approved using population 
forecast data from the Texas State 
Data Center in its planning efforts for 
its 2040 long-range transportation 
plan.

This decision stems from CAMPO 
staff finding that population projec-
tion forecasts used in the 2020, 2025, 
2030 and 2035 long-range plans came 
in under actual census population 
estimates. 

Hays County Commissioner Will 
Conley, chairman of the CAMPO 

BuSINESS

TRANSPORTATION TOP STORIES
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Skaters of all ages show off their moves at the 
Austin Roller Rink.

SOUThWEST AUSTIN  Robi 
and Earlita Hellums remember the 
old South Austin skate parks.

Skate Across Texas, Hot Wheels and 
Skate Ranch have been closed for years 
now, and the couple got tired of driving 
to Central and North Austin for birthday 
parties for their now-teenage daughter. So 
they took over the warehouse of an online 
pet supply company and opened Austin 
Roller Rink 3 1/2 years ago.

“I always went to skate rinks when I was 
a kid,” Robi said. “So it was a no-brainer 
for us. What could we do for kids that we 
used to do as kids? [Skating is] one of the 
timeless things left that you as a parent can 
do with your kids.”

The Hellums have designed Austin 
Roller Rink to be a family-friendly place 
that is fun for kids and nostalgic for adults.

“A lot of the kids don’t skate like we used 
to,” Earlita said. “The parents will come 
and be much better skaters than the kids.”

One throwback is the price: the cost of 

admission plus skates ranges from $5 to 
$10 depending on the night, Earlita said.

“People come in and are shocked,” Robi 
said. “They’ll say, ‘We just came from the 
movie theater and paid $12 a ticket. We 
ended up spending $60, and it wasn’t even 
fun.’”

Friday nights have unofficially become 
teen nights, Earlita said. The rink over- 
staffs on those nights to prevent fights or 
injuries.

“We have a policy: You can’t go outside 
unless your ride is here,” Robi said.

The rink draws longtime residents, roller 
derby participants, speed skaters and even 
the occasional skate dancer.

Earlita has seen all ages at the rink, from 
toddlers being helped by parents in shoes 
to a 90-year-old woman.

“She came in and said, ‘I haven’t skated 
in 50 years,’” Robi said. “Within 10 
minutes, she was back out there, going 
backwards and everything.”
Full story by Joe Olivieri

policy board, said the new scenario 
drastically changes population projec-
tions for the region.

“We have blown every population 
projection out of the water in [Hays] 
County,” he said. “I think these will 
get us closer to the reality of what’s 
going on.”
Full story by Amy Denney

Silverado Senior  
Living-Onion Creek

Austin Roller Rink
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11330 farrah Lane, austin
512-280-2030
www.silveradosenior.com
twitter: @SilveradoSenior

11600 manchaca road  
512-292-7528  
www.austinrollerrink.com

Projected county 
population increases

Source: camPo

hays: 157,000 to 628,000

travis: 1 million to 1.7 million

williamson: 423,000 to 1.4 million

2010
2040



san marcos | buda | kyle edition • June 2013   27

Shirley C Malone
Financial Advisor
512-312-2332 • 203 Railroad St. Suite 1B • Buda, TX 78610
Shirley.malone@edwardjones.com • www.edwardjones.com

Call today to 
reserve your seat 
for this event.

You’re Invited SIPC Insured

industrial and retail—could add 845 jobs 
and $3.57 million annually to the city’s 
income through hotel, property and sales 
taxes, according to the study. 

Farmer said the results of the retail leak-
age study have already prompted two meet-
ings with restaurants interested in locating 
in Buda. Farmer estimated that if the two 
fast-casual restaurants choose to locate in 
Buda, residents should expect to see them 
up and running by late 2013 at the earliest.

“It’s not a quick process, unfortunately,” 
Farmer said. “I like to say it’s not an event. 
It’s a process.” 

Incentives
“Buda is about to experience a lot of 

growth and a lot of development,” Miller 
said. “Now is the time to have a policy. We 
don’t want to give away the farm.”

This will be the first time the city or EDC 
has had an incentive policy, and Miller said 
by laying out guidelines for the city to fol-
low when considering which businesses to 
incentivize, the process will become purely 
objective.

“It will give us guidelines and an even 
playing field,” Miller said. 

Cabela’s opened the doors to its Buda 
store on June 29, 2005, and the city 
reported its largest sales tax total to that 
point two months later. The retailer is also 
largely responsible for the city’s $47 mil-
lion surplus in sporting goods that was 
uncovered by the study, Miller said. 

That boon to the city’s economy did not 
come without costs, though. Mayor Pro 
Tem Bobby Lane served on council when 
Cabela’s was being courted. Lane said crit-
ics of the deal believe the city was too gen-
erous when it agreed to share millions of 
dollars of taxes with the store. 

“It turned out to be a good project,” Lane 
said. “They made it through the recession 
… and they didn’t close the doors. They 
hung in there and stayed with us.” 

The plan will force the city to look at spe-
cific numbers relating to employment, cap-
ital investments and property taxes when 
considering incentives, because, as Miller 
said, “numbers don’t have personality.”

What types of businesses should the City of Buda recruit 
and incentivize?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/sbk-poll

Study
Continued from | 1

Challenges
The city’s limits are bounded by Austin, 

Kyle, Niederwald and Dripping Springs, 
so Buda Mayor Todd Ruge and City Coun-
cil are taking steps to ensure the city does 
not start to feel crowded.

“We’re going to come to a point where 
we’re going to run out of land,” Ruge said. 
“We’re landlocked. I don’t know if it’s 
going to happen in the next 10, 15, 20, 
25 years, but it’s going to happen at some 
point.”

City Council has required parkland 
dedications from developers moving into 
the city since 1988 as a way to protect 
the city, which dubs itself “The Outdoor 
Capital of Texas,” from becoming over-
crowded. When Silverado Crossing, a 300-
unit apartment complex on Cabela’s Drive 
opened in 2013, the developer, JCI Resi-
dential, had to cut a check for $330,000 to 
go to park dedication. 

“Did they like doing that? Probably not, 
but that’s what our rules said they have to 
do,” Ruge said. “We’re here. If you’d like to 
join us, you’re going to buy your way in.”

Pegasus Planning President Sean 

Garretson said the solution to the city’s 
land problem might require City Coun-
cil to rethink the types of developments it 
encourages. 

“Council and the economic develop-
ment corporation board and staff have to 
be cautious in terms of what they encour-
age and incentivize and also try to pro-
mote a different type of development that 
might be a little bit denser and not so 
spread out as you might typically see in 
suburbia,” Garretson said. 

Chance Sparks, City of Buda planning 
director, said it is unlikely that any dense 
developments would feature skyscrap-
ers or “nosebleed-type buildings”—an 
issue that produced passionate protests 
from some council members at a meeting 
in May—because land in Buda is cheap 
enough that developers are willing to 
spread neighborhoods out. 

Buda residents Dodi and Saenger Ellis, 
along with Gay Ruby Dahlstrom, are 
almost three years into a project to restore 
the 8.75-acre Buda Mill and Grain com-
plex in downtown Buda.

The complex, which has been in the 

Slipping through the cracks

Source: the retail coach

the city of Buda’s recent retail 
leakage study found that Buda’s 
primary retail trade area, which 
includes the entire city as well 
as parts of Kyle and Hays and 
travis counties, was losing nearly 
$248 million of taxable sales to 
competing markets in Kyle, austin 
and San marcos. in order to 
capture more of those sales, the 
city is working to attract businesses 
within some of the larger leakage 
areas, including dining, electronics, 
groceries and movies.

the retail leakage study 
proposes a few different types of 
businesses for the city to target. 
Examples of businesses that 
should be high on Buda’s priority 
list include the Great wolf Lodge 
and new retail developments 
similar to the Hill country Galleria 
and circle c shopping centers in 
austin, which feature an alamo 
drafthouse movie theater, whole 
foods market and more.

Leakage areas

Keeping sales in Buda

Dahlstrom family for five decades, will 
feature restaurants, a yoga studio, a farm-
ers market, retail spaces and more when it 
is fully built out. The highlight for Sparks 
is that the developers are repurposing 
existing buildings on an existing footprint 
that would otherwise sit unused.

“You’re not going to find a city planner 
on earth that wouldn’t be excited about a 
project like that,” Sparks said. “People ask 
me, ‘What’s the greenest type of develop-
ment?’ and the greenest type of develop-
ment is the one that’s already there. That’s 
very true of that location.”

Garretson said the combination of 
growth in Austin, along with the pos-
sibility of a Lone Star Rail stop located 
in Buda, mean the city’s land will only 
become more attractive to developers.

“Ann and the leaders have a good prob-
lem to have, having to be selective,” Gar-
retson said.

$42.7 million from grocery stores

Buda's trade area 
is missing out on 

$247,967,000  
of taxable sales  

each year
including ...

$16 million
 from  

movies

$40 million from electronics sales

$63.2 million
from dining
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We would like to welcome Dr. Lewitton to the Kyle Community!
Dr. Lewitton has been providing general and interventional cardiology care in Central Texas for 4 years.  
He is excited about the opportunity to have a presence in Kyle, and looks forward to helping the Kyle 
community with its interventional cardiology needs. 

Dr. Lewitton is originally from South Africa but grew up in Kansas City. He graduated Phi Beta Kappa and 
with High Honors from the University of Texas in 1995 and  attended medical school at the University of 
Texas Southwestern Medical School. After medical school, Dr. Lewitton completed a residency in Internal 
Medicine at Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas. Dr Lewitton completed his General Cardiology 
Fellowship at New York University where he served as Chief Fellow before going to Weill Cornell Medical 
Center and New York Presbyterian Hospital for further training in Interventional Cardiology and the 
percutaneous treatment of Peripheral Vascular Disease. During fellowship, Dr. Lewitton was extensively 
involved in research related to arrhythmias, coronary plaque and peripheral vascular disease. His research 
has been published in multiple peer reviewed journals.

EDUCATION
Medical School: University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
Residency in Internal Medicine: University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, Parkland Hospital
Fellowship in Cardiovascular Diseases: New York University Medical Center
Fellowship in Interventional Cardiology: Weill Cornell University Medical Center

BOARD CERTIFICATIONS
Interventional Cardiology
Internal Medicine

Steve Lewitton, M.D.
512-807-3140

125 Bunton Creek Rd., Suite 300
Kyle, Texas 78640

Dr. Blair brings comprehensive Ear, Nose & 

Throat care to San Marcos.  He and his staff 

perform testing for allergies.  Allergy treat-

ments, including shots and sublingual drops, 

are available.  Dr. Blair uses cutting-edge 

MedTronic technology to visualize sinus

passages and performs minimally-invasive 

sinus surgery.  Hearing testing and hearing 

aid options are also available in our practice.  

512.353.6400    
1340 Wonder World Drive, Suite 4301, San Marcos

www.liveoakhealthpartners.com

& SINUS
HEALTH  PARTNERS

Michael Blair, DO
Ear/Nose/Throat

personnel, inc
riorityP

Skilled temporary & long-term employment opportunities. 
Light Industrial, Of� ce/Clerical, Technical, Professional and Retail.

Better People. Better Jobs. Better Period.
Apply with us today for great job opportunities!

512-392-2323
prioritypersonnel.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

APPLY 

WITH US 

TODAY!

Devoted to providing 
comprehensive 
professional therapy 
services in a warm 
and family oriented 
environment

SERVICES:
Physical Therapy
Occupational Therapy
   • Autism • Fine Motor Skills
   • Sensory Processing Disorder

Speech Therapy
Licensed Professional Counseling
407 S. Old HWY 81 | Kyle, TX 78640 
(512) 504-3035 | www.totalchildtherapy.com
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biggest thing that will ever hap-
pen,” Niederwald Mayor Reynell 
Smith said.

Although Smith said she could 
not estimate how many residents 
the project would attract, she said 
that Walton’s planned 1,460-acre 
Camino Real development will 
eventually dwarf all the other 
neighborhoods in the city, whose 
population was estimated at 565 in 
the 2010 census.

Uhland ‘culture shock’
In Uhland, a town of 1,014 

about 5 miles south of Nieder-
wald, Mayor Glenn Smith said 
the city is trying to maintain its 
“rural atmosphere” as it reaches 
the final stage of more than 2 1/2 
years of negotiations with Wal-
ton. The company plans to build 
on more than 3,630 acres, or 5.6 
square miles, much of it in the 
city’s extraterritorial jurisdiction.

Glenn Smith estimated the 
Uhland area’s population could 
swell by 1,500 percent if Walton is 
able to bring its project to fruition.

“It’s going to be a culture 
shock, I’m sure,” he said. “I’m told 
Uhland will be the next Kyle, and 
I hadn’t really thought of it in that 
perspective. It makes you take 
pause.”

From 2000 to 2010, the city of 
Kyle grew from 5,314 to 28,016 
people, according to census data.

Glenn Smith said Uhland offi-
cials are angling for a mix of larger 
and smaller single-family homes 
and apartments, with room for 
parks and schools. The city has 
also tried to ensure that Walton 
pays for its own infrastructure 
improvements.

“It’s been a real learning curve. 
We’ve had no development at all, 
so we had nothing to learn from,” 
he said. “It’s going to be a big job 

for the city to grow that much that 
fast. … This is a very small city, 
and it has absolutely no debt and 
never has had any, to my knowl-
edge. That’s all going to have to 
change. [The project] is just too 
big to handle without there being 
some kind of debt, I’m sure. None 
of us are used to it.”

Both mayors said they hope 
their cities will reach a final agree-
ment with Walton this summer.

Gas Lamp District
In San Marcos, Walton is also 

proposing the 495-acre Gas Lamp 
District, a mixed-use develop-
ment of homes, offices, commer-
cial properties and other features 
in the northwestern corner of 
Old Bastrop Highway and Cen-
terpoint Road, near San Marcos 
Premium Outlets.

On June 4, however, city of San 
Marcos officials said the company 
had withdrawn its request to create 
a public improvement district, or 
PID, which would have required 
the city to issue bonds to help the 
company recoup project expenses. 
The bond debt would have been 
repaid by a special assessment on 
future property owners.

Walton wanted the city to issue 
debt of $39 million, but city offi-
cials countered with an offer of 
$7.35 million, saying they did 
not feel comfortable guaranteeing 
such a large amount.

“The city of San Marcos has 
never been a banker for a devel-
oper, and that’s what we’re being 
asked to do,” Councilwoman Kim 
Porterfield said.

City Manager Jim Nuse said 
Walton intends to continue with 
the development and could return 
with a new funding request.

“At this point, their require-
ments and our comfort with those 
requirements weren’t quite aligned 
yet, and everybody has a little more 
work to try and get that resolved if 

indeed they do move forward with 
some sort of request for a funding 
mechanism,” he said.

City Council members said 
they want to encourage the proj-
ect because the Gas Lamp Dis-
trict would be the first large-scale 
project in the city to follow new 
SmartCode architectural stan-
dards. Walton would also dedi-
cate right of way to build part of a 
desired Hwy. 21 extension, which 
would connect Hwy. 80 with I-35.

Walton’s strategy
Walton officials did not respond 

to requests for comment. The 
privately owned company was 
founded in Calgary, Alberta, in 
1979 and has an office in Austin. 
According to the company’s web-
site, Walton manages more than 
74,000 acres throughout North 

America and targets land in the 
path of major urban growth.

In Hays County, Precinct 2 
Commissioner Mark Jones said 
the Commissioners Court is near-
ing a development agreement for 
Walton’s lands that are situated 
in unincorporated areas. He said 
the county is preparing for the 
expected growth by realigning  
FM 2001 from Buda to Nieder-
wald, a project that is set to begin 
in fall 2016. The county’s transpor-
tation master plan also calls for the 
widening of Hwy. 21 to be a con-
tinuous four-lane thoroughfare.

He said the success of Walton’s 
vision for its Central Texas proper-
ties might hinge on the availability 
of one resource.

“The biggest issue is if they can 
get enough water to do what they 
want,” he said. “That’s the biggest 

obstacle right now.”
In March 2012, Walton and the 

Guadalupe-Blanco River Author-
ity announced a letter of intent to 
bring a combination of surface 
water and groundwater to the 
fast-developing region. Under the 
agreement, Walton would take a 
substantial amount of the 25,000-
acre feet of water delivered by the 
project, which is being reviewed 
by the Texas Water Development 
Board.

“We’re working on some interim 
options that could serve Walton 
tracts on a temporary basis until 
this project materializes,” GBRA 
General Manager Bill West said.
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Source: 2012 walton investment newsletter

Caldwell County Hays County Travis CountyGuadalupe County

Walton plans to transform hwy. 21 corridor
walton development and 
management, a canadian 
company with an office in 
austin, has purchased more 
than 8,000 acres in eastern 
Hays county, western 
caldwell county and northern 
Guadalupe county and is 
negotiating with city and 
county officials to develop its 
properties throughout the area. 
mark Jones, the Hays county 
Precinct 2 commissioner, 
said he believes the towns 
of uhland and niederwald 
will soon experience rapid 
population growth.

“if they can get water 
availability, then you’ll see 
that’s where the developments 
are going to be,” he said.

Caldwell 
Valley 

• 3,635 ACRES •

Gas Lamp 
District 

• 495 ACRES •

Pecan Woods
• 763 ACRES •

Martindale
• 1,460 ACRES •

Martindale

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

Camino Real  
• 1,460 ACRES •

Cornerstone
• 195 ACRES •

Developments
Continued from | 1
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HOURS OF SUMMER FUN JUST STEPS FROM YOUR FRONT DOOR ~ Belterra, located just minutes from downtown Austin, 

offers a lifestyle like no other.  With miles of hike & bike trails, over a dozen parks, resort-style pool complex, state-

of-the-art fitness center and an on-site elementary school in the highly acclaimed Dripping Springs Independent 

School District; there is no better place to call home.  Visit the Belterra Welcome Center for more information.

151 TRINITY HILLS DRIVE • AUSTIN, TX 78737 • 512.301.5000 • BELTERRATEXAS.COM        

David Weekley Homes • Highland Homes • Sitterle Homes • Treaty Oak Homes • Wilshire Homes

New model homes and new neighborhoods NOW OPEN!

Get out your bathing suits & air up the floaties...
SUMMER HAS ARRIVED!!!
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Homes are 
SELLING!
List with us!

414 Crooked Creek - SOLD!

587 N. Main St. - SOLD!

149 Lake Washington - SOLD

8109 Doe Meadow - SOLD!

517 Easton - PENDING!

706 Pine Siskin - PENDING IN 5 DAYS!

171 Desert Quail - JUST LISTED!

Star Tex Real Estate 

welcomes our newest Star, 

Blanca Houston, to the team!

Blanca brings many years of 

experience and her residential 

expertise makes her a perfect 

addition to the Stars. 

Welcome aboard, Blanca!

512-312-1150 • www.StarTexRealEstate.com

List or buy a home with us.... we will donate 
10% of the sales commission to local non-profi ts

“The best way to fi nd yourself is to lose yourself
in the service of others.” - Mahatma Gandhi

We are here to guide you - list or buy with the stars!

REAL ESTATE

Market Data
On the market  (June 1) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Price Range Buda Kyle San Marcos Buda Kyle San Marcos

Less than $100,000 0 2 6 0 37 86

$100,000–$149,999 7 43 19 87 45 53

$150,000–$199,999 34 63 19 52 83 91

$200,000–$299,999 44 35 25 69 57 132

$300,000–$399,999 16 3 10 46 69 122

$400,000–$499,999 9 2 4 82 125 190

$500,000–$749,999 7 0 5 99 0 152

$750,000–$999,999 1 0 4 217 0 132

$1 million + 3 1 1 49 343 121

Number of homes sold Average price

Month Buda Kyle San Marcos Buda Kyle San Marcos

May 2013 51 64 27 $215,178 $139,573 $208,046

May 2012 29 56 21 $185,903 $140,736 $165,916

April 2013 39 43 20 $218,014 $157,433 $193,705

March 2013 35 58 25 $218,122 $150,879 $193,202

February 2013 20 21 12 $223,345 $121,199 $151,504

January 2013 22 33 12 $193,246 $139,853 $172,975

December 2012 27 30 14 $207,530 $137,456 $201,271

November 2012 24 36 20 $180,861 $141,839 $167,380

October 2012 40 42 8 $192,503 $141,043 $211,506

Market data provided by 
Marc Goebler, broker

Prosper Properties, Realty & Management Services
512-523-5663

marc@marcyourmove.com

Featured Neighborhood
Spring Branch, Kyle

Build-out year: 2003

Builders: Centex Homes

Square footage: 915–2,003

Home values: $80,000–$150,000

HOA dues (estimated): None

Amenities: Conveniently located near downtown Kyle

Nearby attractions: Five Mile Dam, Shopping at Kyle 
Marketplace, Sewell Park, Texas Pie Company

Property taxes:

City of Kyle 0.4845 
Hays Co. Esd No.5 0.1000 
Hays County 0.4251 
Plum Creek Conservation 0.0200 
Special Road District 0.0440 
Hays CISD 1.4613 
Plum Creek Groundwater District 0.0200 
ACC 0.0948 
Total (per $100 value) 2.6497

Homes on the market (As of May 31, 2013)

Featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (5/1/13–5/31/13)

No. of homes for sale 6

No. of homes under contract 4

Average days on the market 41

No. of homes sold 28

Square footage (low/high) 1,062 / 2,340

Selling price (low/high) $90,000 / $139,000
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3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,854 sq. ft.  $145,000
Agent: James Godina  512-750-0891

178 Spring Branch Drive

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,378 sq. ft.  $133,000
Agent: Debbie Marett  512-573-6532

117 Mason Reed Cove

3 Bedroom / 3 Bath 2,079 sq. ft.  $144,900
Agent: Walter Kennedy  512-413-7187

260 Jim Miller Road

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,272 sq. ft.  $130,000
Agent: Benigno Aguirre  512-576-1349

297 Spring Branch Loop
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Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq.ft. Agent Agency

78610 Country Ridge 111 Tori Drive 3br/2ba $199,000 2,076 Marsha Perkins Team Price Real Estate

78610 Elliott Ranch 1548 Elliott Ranch Road 5br/4ba $569,000 4,033 Manuel Arce Keller Williams Realty

78610 Elliott Ranch 329 W. Overlook Mountain Road 5br/4ba $484,900 4,371 Craig Sanderson Keller Williams Realty

78610 Elm Grove 394 Oyster Creek 4br/2ba $260,890 2,495 April Maki Sisu Realty & Associates

78610 Garlic Creek West 1199 Talley Loop 3br/2ba $209,825 1,942 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty

78610 Green Meadows 418 Feathergrass Drive 4br/2ba $159,900 1,560 Mandi Ledford Keller Williams Realty

78610 Green Meadows 214 Feathergrass Drive 3br/2ba $154,330 1,398 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty

78610 Meadow Park 2199 Livonia Drive 3br/2ba $211,390 1,772 Earl Price Team Price Real Estate

78610 Meadow Park 641 Reliance Drive 3br/2ba $175,000 1,912 Katie Hart Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78610 Ruby Ranch 801 Clark Cove 4br/4ba $599,900 5,575 Jaymes Willoughby Keller Williams Realty

78610 Shadow Creek 188 Desert Eagle Cove 3br/2ba $145,500 1,624 Shawna White Keller Williams Realty

78610 Stonefield 214 Travertine Trail 4br/2ba $213,272 2,384 Daniel Wilson Keller Williams Realty

78610 Sunfield 457 Moonwalker Trail 4br/2ba $181,523 1,739 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty

78610 Whispering Hollow 210 Mystic Shadow Lane 3br/2ba $244,500 2,314 Debora Flores Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78640 Amberwood 108 Pecanwood South 4br/2ba $162,000 2,423 Gerry Vanover Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78640 Brookside 148 Dropper 3br/2ba $124,900 1,650 James Walker Keller Williams Realty

78640 Brookside 1241 Arbor Knot Drive 4br/2ba $158,900 2,157 Lisa Foerster Keller Williams Realty

78640 Hometown Kyle 156 Tulip Cove 5br/4ba $245,000 3,992 David Raesz Keller Williams Realty

78640 Indian Paintbrush 148 Buttercup Way 3br/2ba $137,000 1,836 Ruth Lunday Keller Williams Realty

78640 Kensington Trails 126 Regent Cove 3br/2ba $154,897 1,513 Rene Gonzalez J.B. Goodwin

78640 North Trails 540 Zebra Drive 4br/2ba $147,500 1,988 Chris Solimine Keller Williams Realty

78640 Plum Creek 264 Hutton 4br/2ba $207,900 2,641 Adrian Grabe J.B. Goodwin

78640 Plum Creek 342 McGarity 5br/3ba $364,000 5,083 Joyce Stephen Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78640 Post Oak 269 Donatello 3br/2ba $119,997 1,032 Dyron Taylor Keller Williams Realty

78640 Prairie on the Creek 130 Juniper Circle 3br/2ba $154,990 2,227 Marissa Atkinson Austin 360 Realty

78640 Prairie on the Creek 261 Primrose Blvd. 3br/2ba $150,000 2,235 Sandra Alvarez Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78640 Spring Branch 184 Fall Creek Drive 4br/2ba $147,000 2,298 Lolita Amazeen RE/MAX Capital City II

78640 Spring Branch 117 Mason Reed Cove 3br/2ba $133,000 1,378 Debbie Marett Coldwell Banker United

78640 Waterleaf 200 Mistletoe Lane 3br/2ba $139,900 1,700 Blaga Trankaroff Pacesetter Properties

78666 Bishop Crossing 2032 Northview Drive 3br/2ba $164,000 1,620 Lucy Gamez Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates 

78666 Hidden Forest 162 Buffalo Run Drive 4br/2ba $90,000 2,006 Robby Roden 3Z Realty 

78666 Hills of Hays 809 Benning Road 4br/2ba $147,900 1,916 Michelle Harmon Countywide Realty

78666 Hunter Ridge 122 Hunter Ridge Road 3br/2ba $155,000 1,438 Russell Lucas Planet San Marcos 

78666 N/A 1235 Belvin St. 4br/3ba $526,000 3,112 Stephanie Hornsby Keller Williams New Braunfels 

78666 Northwest Hills 405 Northwest Hills 3br/2ba $275,000 1,952 Dustan Glover San Marcos Real Estate Co.

78666 Park at Willow Creek 444 Stagecoach Trail 3br/2ba $329,500 2,357 Debbie Austin-McDonald Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates

78666 Park North Condos 1624 Aquarena Springs Drive 2br/2ba $59,800 720 Diane Sanders Coldwell Banker First National

78666 Ridge at Stonecliff 2235 Summit Ridge Drive 6br/4ba $625,000 4,560 Brenda Damron Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates

78666 Sunset Acres 515 Patricia Drive 3br/2ba $95,000 1,456 Ronald Hart Hart Properties 

78666 The Woodlands 320 Woodland Trail 3br/2ba $293,000 2,367 John Prell Creekview Realty 

78666 Weatherford Heights 101 Dolly St. 3br/2ba $158,500 1,465 Jerry Williamson RE/MAX Hill Country 

ZIP code guide
Buda 78610
Kyle 78640
San Marcos 78666

801 Clark Cove

148 Buttercup Way

2235 Summit Ridge Drive

117 Mason Reed Cove

REAL ESTATE

These residential real estate listings were added to the market between 01/07/13 and 06/04/13 for Buda and Kyle and on 06/04/13 for San Marcos. The listings were included and provided by the San Marcos Board of Realtors and the Austin Board of 
Realtors. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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The Dell Children’s Medical Center expansion means we now have more room for 
more care. Our new bed tower allows us to serve the immediate and future needs of little  
princesses in Central Texas. With a new Acute Care Pediatric Rehabilitation Unit and our  
expanded Comprehensive Epilepsy Program, we have more ways to help our patients be kids 
again. For more information, visit dellchildrens.net.

ROOM TO 
REIGN

WE KNOW HOW TO TREAT KIDS.

NOW MORE LITTLE PRINCESSES
CAN RECEIVE WORLD-CLASS CARE 

R IGHT HERE I N  AUSTIN.

DCH-120-COMMUNITYIMPACT-PRINT-85X125_RoomToReign.indd   1 5/3/13   9:43 AM
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